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HEADQUARTERS
1st Medical Battalion (=)
1st Marine Division (Rein) FMP
FPO, San Francisco, California 96602

6/REM:d1lm
27150
26 Feb 1966
From: Commanding Officer AN
Tos Commanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF' (Attn: G-3) @\Q
Subj: Command Chronologys forwarding of ~
Ref: ag 1st1‘hrDiv$Rein;ERearg msg 1502102 of Dec 1965 -
- (b) tstMarDiv(Rein)(Rear) Bulletin 5750 of 4 Dec 1965 5
Encl: (1) Command Chronology el
<.
1. In accordance: with reference (a) and (b), enclosure (1) is forwarded
herewith.
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6/REM:d 1m

5750
26 Feb 1966

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

1st Medical Battalion (~), 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF

H&S Comp 2-) (7 cooks. attached to letter companies)
Co. "A"™ (=) (Rein)
-DETACHED
1. Collecting Section 3/1.
1. Collecting Section 2/3
1. Collecting Section 1/3
ATTACHED: (From BLT 3/4)
1 Collecting Section:
REINFORCEMENT &
2 cooks. from H&S Company
Co. "B* (=) (Rein)
DETACHED:
1 Clearing Flatoon 1/5
1. Collecting Section. 1/5
Det. Co. Hg.
REINFORCEMENT &
1 cook
Additional personnel carried for WestPac move - 28 HM's
CO. lifcll i
Deployed with RIT-7
REINFORCEMENT =
2 cooks
Co. “Dm
REINFORCEMENT ¢
1 cook

ae location
bs -Period Covered

Camp Hansen, OCkinawa:
1 Jan 1966 - 28 Feb 1966

Coe

Commanding Officer
Executive Officer
Battalion 4djutant:
Marine Advisor
Prev, Med. Officexr
CO, "A" Company
€O, "B" Company
CO, "D" Company

CDR Russell H. MITCHELL MC USN
IT Charles A. ROPER NSC USW

IT Richard A. CUSICK MSC USN
CAPT Herbert L. SEAY USMC

CDR L. P. EISMAN MSC USN

CDR T. S. MARKS MC USN

Il George S. HARRIS MSC USN
ITJG J. A. MASSEY MSC USN

MEDICAL OFFICERS IN "A" COMPANY SPECIALTY

LCDR R. M. BRAUN ME. USNR. Orthopedic. Surgeon.
LCDR L. R. BROWN MC USKN General Surgeon:

Ir D, M. FITZGERALD MC USN Anesthesiologist.
ICDR E. E. FREEMAN MC USN
IT ¢. J. HARPER MC USNR
ICDR Re D. LEFFERT MC USNR
CDR T. S. MARKS MC USN

Anesthesiologist.
Orthopedic Surgeon
Thoracic Surgeon
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COMMANDER'S NARRATIVE SUMMARY CF EVENTS

The battalion was brought to T/0 strength by cancellation of the
second half of the course at Field Medical Service School of one class
which supplied us with a goodly portion of our senior petty officers.
In addition, the Preventive Medicine Section was Brought up to T/0
(less one CDR - MC) with the joining of four MSC officers prior to.
embarkation. Until 10 Januaxry the battalion efforts were directed
meinly at preparation for embarkstion. Ioading commenced on 10 January
and completed on 13 January before sailing on the: 14th.

All non-mobile loaded cargo was embarked in the USS MERRICK, AKA 97.
Unfortunately, space limitations dictated the depalletization of much
of our equipment. This was undesirable for two main reasonss +that of
loss, and damaged items. In the future, even more diligent efforts
will be made to prevent this.

Training was continued both aboard ship and on Okinawa, but logistic.
and supply problems, which meke replacement of damaged items doubtful
have precluded the field unit training. Current situation and concept
of deployment in South East Asia mmkes the conservation of equipment and
supplies more important than training in mobility.

During the period of 12-18 Febmazy the Battalion Commander and the
Marine Advisor were on TAD in RVN to reconnoiter our assigned ares and
establish lisisons. Valuable information was obtained (Appendix 1).

A reciprocal arrangement was reached by CDR EISMAN, Head of Preventive
Medicine Section, whereby 3 men will be exchanged with the 3d MarDiv PMS
at DaNang. This combined with the early deployment of 3 officers and
9 enlisted from this section should give us a firm and early grip on the
critical preventive medicine problems: facing us in HVN,

While our Medical Officer strength (8) is considerably below T/0
(25) it will improve by the end of March (14) and is considered adequate
for the present situation.

DETAILED DESCRIFTION OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

30 Dec 1965 Non-deployables detached.
4 Jan 1966 Medical Phase of FMSS cancelled and balance of Navy NCO/SNCO's
received to bring organization to T/0, Navy enlisted. :
5 Jan 1966 Deployment schedule received, Msg #0320102Z.
10 Jan. 1966 All vehicles except 422's and trailers embarked aboard the
USS ST. CLAIR COUNTY, LST 1096,
14 Jan 1966 Troops embarked.
14 Jan 1966 = 5 Feb 1966 Enroute Okinawa with 2 days stop in Hawaiie.
Conference held there with FMFPAC, "B" Co.
. : Lisison and 1/5. o
23 Jan 1966 Advance party to Okinawa by air, Executive Officer and
Sgt. Majox.
5 Feb 1966 Debarked White Beach, Okinawa.
5 Feb 1966 Accepted Opcon/Adcon Co. MA" and Co. "B"/RII-5 retains
Primary logistic support co. "B" (Ref. msg #2022352),

(2) ' ENCLOSURE (1)
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5 Feb 1966
12 Feb 1966
14 Feb 1966

18 Feb 1966
25 Feb 1966

25 Feb 1966:

lack of warehouse space was noted upon debarkation.
Present storage space inadequate. It was necessary
to haul some gear to Camp Hague. .

Battalion Commander and Marine Advisor TAD 3DMarDive..
Mobile loaded vehicles and: balance of organizational
material debarked White Beach and Naha, Okinawe.
Battalion Commander and Marine Advisor returned from. TAD.
% Navy Officers, 9 Navy Enlisted from H&S Preventive
Medicine: Section: TAD to RVN.

LFTU arrived with LCDR W. E. ARMS MSC USN, Officer In
Charge, with one other officer and two enlisted.
Schedule: consists of 2 one: week courses in Med:.cal
Planning for combat operations.

(3) | ENCLOSURE (1)
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.Poles for mosquito nettmg & insect spray

Flashlight & batteries

Radio (excellent for morale ) o
Soap, shaving gear, & general to:.let artzcles
Medicated powder & soap S , ‘
Clothes lime & pins -

Wash basin & mirrers =

Lighter fluid "

‘Books, . cards & poker- eh:.ps o

Nepkinz, plastic. trays & ash traya
Sun tan oil .
Clea.ning gear foxr ind:.v:.dual weapona. '
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