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Commandlng Officer
Commanding General, 1st Marine D1v151on (Reln), FMF (Attn: G—})

Command Chronology; forwarding of

&a 15tMarDiv(Rein Rearg msg 150210Z of Dec 1965
b 1stthDiv(Rein Rear) Bulletin 5750 of 4 Dec 1965 -

(1) Command Chronology : ,.

In accordance w1th reference (2) and (b), enclosure (1) is forwarded

herew1th.

£ 4 ek

_ 3 A /0

"a
‘.

2Dt

FIRDT MAR DIV ltr 3 HIST Jgr

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

m L
.
- . !

6/RHY/htb
5750
4 Yay 1966

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

Tst Medical Battalion (~), 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF

H&S Company (- ){(Rein)

*Co.

Co..

#Co..

*Co.

~

(% Cook attached to Co. "B¥ (-)(Rein)

nam ()
Detached: 4 collecting section 2/%
1 collecting section 1/3
"B" (-)(Rein): attached to RLT-5
Detacheds 1 clearing platoon 1/5
1 collecting section 1/5
Det. CoHg 1/5
"Cll(
"‘DII!

* £1]1 personnel present at 1stMedBn Cantonement assigned to E&S Co. except
1/00. for record purposes, to maintain active unit diary.

ao«:
b'a
Ce

Location Chu Iai, RVN

Period Covered ' : 1 thru 30 April 1966
Commanding Officer CDR Russell H., MITCHELL, MC USN
Executive Officer . 1T Charles A. ROPER, MSC USHN
Battalion Adjutant , ENS Richard A. CORLEY, MSC USN
Marine Advisor Cept Herbert L. SEAY, USIMC
Preventive Medicine Officer : CDR Leon P.. EISMAN, MSC USN
Director of Professiochal Services CDR Thomas S. MARKS, M2 USN

O, Co "B" LT George S. HARRIS, NSC USW

COMMANDER'S NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF EVENTS

The month of April was characterized mostly by the conferences and

discussions relating to planning for the cantonement, procurement of supplies,
equipment, personnel, and building materials. By the end of the month a
massive building progrem was in operation, most enlisted billetting was
completed, a new 500 man galley in operstion, a new pharmacy, labaratory and
sick call space almost completed, a new medical supply building finished and
the new recovery/ICU’ward and 2 of 4 new operating rooms in operation.

On Operation “HOT SPRINGS", the new concept of the Shock and Resuscitation

Team was utilized by sending the team to the Quang Ngai air strip. The team

was

alerted, loaded and departed in less than 2% hours and was set up and in

operation 2 hours after arrivel of the last helicopter. The team handled 45
casualties (including 1 K-9 dog), 38 of which were medevac to other treatment
facilities, and 7 were either returned to duty or to their parent unit.

It is considered that utilization provided 3 major benefitsy
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1. Providing better care more quickly to the seriously/critically
wounded.

2e Treating minor injuries in the area of the man's unit resulting
in less lost time. : ‘

3+ Reducing helicopter transportation requirements by the short
1lift to the S & R Team location from the field, and by consolidating further
transportation to other treatment facilities.

A MEDCAP Clinic was established in the local village of SAM HAI and a
field trip was made by Dr. CONNOLLY to the Quang Ngai Previncial Hospital
to determine what, if anything, this battalion might accomplish in response
to a U.S. Army reguest for surgical aid.

The patient load for the reporting period was as follows:

*¥Adwissions. .
Battle Casualty Non-battle casualty Disease Total

150 o1 _ 303 504
*Included in the above figures are 51 Vietnamese and 2 ARVN. f o

Qut-Patient treatments.
U.S. Military Viethamese ARVN
1716 ' ; 102 : 117

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
4 Apr 66 - Visit by DepSecDef. Cyrus’P..VANCE/Gen. FIELDS.
4,Apr 66 - Visit by Hon. ybGEE, Congressman from Wyoming.
4 Apr 66 - MEDCAP progrem commenced in SAM HAIL
4 Apr 66 - MCB-3 commenced work on cantonement building prbject.
5 Lpr 66 - Visit by Asst. SecNav. IGNATIUS (Iog & Instell)
21-25 Apr 66 - S & R Team to Quang Neai. |
24 Apr 66 - (1215) 1st Bzby born (mother and son fine, returned home)
28 Apr 66 -,LCDR J. CONNOLLY to Quang Ngai to survey possible surgical
assistance to the Provincial Hospital.
Appen. B, Tab 1. Summary of S&R Team deploymené in support of_opération

"HOT SPRINGS®.

Tab 2. Report of findings at’'Quang Ngai Provincial Hospital
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25 April 1966

REPOR® ON SHOGK AND RISUSCITATION TEAM,
OPERATION "HOT SPRINGSM
4-21-60 $hra 4-25-66

1. 0£945: Recuved fu.'st word tha.t team was to bé¢ dispatched immediately.
1100: Three Nedical Officers, One MSG, Two Marines, Fifteen Pornsmen,
' and 8,400 pounds of gear staged (with geéar in 1,000 potnd
blocks) st MAG-36 Helo pad.
1230: First two Helos arrived for loading.
2300+ First two Helos arrived at Quang Ngai air strip.
1400t Iast Helo arrived at Quang Ngai. We used eight H—34's plus
' a partial load of supplies an one CH-46,
1600t We were finally set up and ready to receive casualties.

Delay was the result of the fact that no one in the LSA
koew that we wore coming, e borrowed a truck from an

Army vnit there which was used to eollect the initial gear
that was off-l6aded from the helos at an area remote to the
ultimate site, We used the vehicle to locate the Shore Farty
CO who not only hed no idea we were coming, but had no
information about the team. He had not seen or heard of the
written account of the SR team's mission and requirements
vhich had been submitted to Major ROBERTS, X0 of Shore Party
Battalion over a week before. We combined personnezl and
facilities with the Shore Party Medieal Section and received
Tull ceoperation from Shore Party. The Shore Party Medical

Section was most helpful and a emooth working relutxonshxp
. was immediately sstablished.

2. Casualties were received intermittently from 1600, 21 Apr 1966 to
1200, 22 Apr 1966,

a, Total scen during this period were:

(1) 1 Farine KIA

(2) 5 Viet Cong

(3) 5 ARVE

54) 2 Navy

5) 31 Marine

3 1 Scout Dog {X-9 Corps Reat casualty)

b. Seven of the above (mostly heat casuwalties) were returned to
duty from the S&R Team,

3. The team left the LSA at 1500, 23 Apr 1966 by convey for Chm Lai.
All gear and  persomnel weré adequately loaded onto three M-54 trucks.

4. Arrived at Chu Lsi at 1800, 23 Apr 1966,
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5« Remarks and Observationss

ge The concept that casualties with non-1ifs threatening conditions

can indeed be held at the S&R Team level until such time as helos are
conveniently availeble is held to be valid. Since helios travel in
pairs, we rarely evacuated less than eight patients at one time.

be MAGw36 Liaison Officer was immediately available te us upon
arrival and vas completely cooperative. It was easy to coordinate
activities. '

¢. We had adequate personnel and faeilities to accpmplish the
migsien. Up to 150 casualties per day could reasonably be handled
by the team.

d. It is indeed feasible to keep heat casualties at the L3 for
treatment and eventual return to dufy.

e. At this particular 184, ARVN and civilisn casualties can be
evacuated from the LSA by vehicle from the S&R Team to the hospital
in Guang Ngai, thereby relieving the helos of this duty.

fo Insufficient critical casualties were seen to assess the
irmediate life saving value of the S&R Team.

6o gnds tionss

@e Coordination with Shore Party Battalion is essentiale In the
future, it is reccommended that Shore Party be briefed priox to the
operation. An advance party from the S&R Team should go with the Shoxre
Party to obviate the delays encounterecd on this operation.

be The M=47 was only partly setisfactory. 4n M-83 is recommended
go that we can maintain the éssential communications with the tst
Medical Batta.lion end the Repose.

Ce We must disseminate the word on the necessity to return
stretchers, blankets and "Beadi~splints'.

de That the unit be moved by vehiele over the road if practicable.

Movement by helo necessitates multi~handling of our gear with concomitant

damage and breakage. The extra gear that can be handled by taucks
would faeilitate our mission.

L. R. BROWN, ICDR, MC, USH
Officer in Charge, S&R Team 1
First Medical Battalion

Tad 1 to Appendix B
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