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BEE/D U ARTFRS
lst Medical Battalion (Rein)
lst Marine Division (Rein) FMF
PPO San Francisco, California 96602

1/GRF/r j
5750 -
10 Jan 1968

From: Commanding Officer

Tos Commanding General, First Marine Division (Rein), FMF FRO San Fran-
cisco, California 96602

Command Chronology for the period 1 December 1967 through 31 December
1967: submission of

Refs  (a) MO 5750.2 series
(b% FMFPACO 5750.8 series
(¢) DivD 5750.2 series
Brcl: (1) First Medical Battalion Command Chronology

1. In accordance with the provisions of references (a), (b) and (c), enclo-
sure (1) is submitted.
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o i (March 1966 - November 1967)
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-PART I
ORG NI ZPTONAL DT A

DESIGN.IION | COMMADER
Lst Medical Battalion (Rein) CDR C.H. LOWERY, MC:, UsN
' 1- 31 December 1967
SUBORDIN/TE UNITS |
H&S Company LCDR G.R. FORD, MSC, USN
1-31 December 1967
"A" Company - LCDR S.4. NEILL, MC, USN
1-31 December 1967
"B Comp any LCDR R.C, HAMILTON, MC, USNR
1-%1 December 1967
WOW Company LCDR G.A. VAV do WINGATRDE, MC, USN
1-31 December 1967
"™ Company ' LCDR D,H. RANDELS, MC, WeH
1-31 December 1967
LOCATION : |
Lst Medical Battalion (Rein) 1-31 December 1967 Danang, RVN
H&S Company - 1-31 December 1967 Danang, RVN
"A" Company ... 1=31 December 1967 Danang, RVN
"B" Company, lst FLT * = 1-%1 December 1967 Danang, RVN
"B" Company, 2nd FLT ... .., ... 1-31.December 1967 quang Tri, RVN
"C" Company, lst PLT <5 =" 42239 Dacember 1967 Danang, RVN
"C" Company, 2nd FLT 1-31 December 1967 afloat attached to 3/1
‘T“iCompany,nlst LT . 12 31;December 967 Danang, RVN
"DY Company, 2nd “FLT" =" 1- 31 December 1967 Chu Lai, RVN
ST:FF OFFICuRS FIPSI‘ MEDICAL BATTAION DANANG
Dizector of Profossional Services” .. ".LCDRV.J, MULLINS, MC, USN
T 231" Décenber 1967
Execitive Officer © " "LCDR G.R.JFORD, MSC, USN
a3 December 1967
3.1 dffider L %LT RN ROBFRTON, MSC, USH
31 December 1967

g-o/d3 ' TR 188, 0. RETOCOI, GEe
1-371 December 1967

T

Preventive' Medicine Sections S ,cm B, H GT L-;S.‘)N
Officer in Charge Conn O

Motor Transport Officer | . 2NDLT R.J. REDICAN, USMC
VY aenl Benbd s s e ‘1 31 Dccember 1967 fi“
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8-4 officer . , LTJG F.D.R. FISHER, MSC, USW
: 1-31 December 1967

3.5 officer . .. .. . LT F,N, HENSON, MSC, USN
) 1-31 December 1967

4, VIR GE STRENCTH FOR THE FIRST MEDICAL B_;TT /LION |

USN_ usMe .
OFFICER  INLISTED OFFICER  SNLISTED TOT /L
26 285 ' 3 138 AT72

HOSPIT 4 STATTISTICS

DML SSTONS
Non-Battle
0 Beattle Casualties Injuries Digzase  Total
Danang 164 57 362 643

QUTPATIENT VISTTS

Danang 1499
PRT IT

NARRTIVE SUMM.RY

1. Durlnfr ‘the period covered by this report th\. command has been employyd in
support of U.S. forcos in the Danang, Chu Lai and ueng Tri TXOR's,

On 1 December 1957 2nd platoon "G Company was detached from the Battalion
and attachdd ‘to the 3rd Battalion, First Marinés as an ‘attached unit of Batta-
lion Lenting Team 3/]. of the Speclal Landing Force of the 9th Marine Amphibious

Brigadc. =
" On 18 Doca,mber 1967 MC Earl ‘\Illson and - Barbara McNair, members of the Bob
o Hope Show, visited thc patients at First Mcdical Battalion.

On 23 December 1967 RJDM Kelley, Chief of the Nave]. Ch;:plaln Corps, v1s1tec
the facility at First Midicsl Battalion. '

On 28 Degember 1967 the clearing platoon (-) of the Flrst Medical B"‘tt"{llon
was deteched to the Command Post of the 3rd Battalion, Fifth Marines as a sup-
porting unit of Qperation /JJBURN. , .-

P,(‘RT III

SEAUENTI /L LI SITNG»'OF SIGNIFIC ANT wVENTS

1 De_cembér'1:9.67'--'--'“ 2nd '~platoon 1»“0‘,! Company attédhedfto BLTVB/’I‘,.‘ 9th M.B.

18 Docember 1967 -~ Visit to Flrst M”ﬂlCPl Ba.ttplmn by members of the Bob T opn,
show, =0

23 December 1967 - R.DM Xelley, Chlef nf Naval Chaplains, visited First Medieal
Battalion,

28 TDecember 1967 - Cle arlng platoon (= ) attached to %/5 in support of Opcratior
. JJJBURN. , N .
- ENCLOSURE (1)

.sg(’
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CUMULATIVE
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The First Medicel Battalion, First Marine Division

The mission of the First Medical Battalion is to provide for the collection,
emergency dfinitive treatment, temporary hospitalization and evacuation of
casualties., It is also to plan, supervise and perform timely protective mea-
sures for the control of disease common to field operations.

In addition to this classical smphibious warfare mission, the First Mbdlcal
Battalion, Ya Vietnam, has acquired the mission of providing general clinical
and hospital services to the men of the First Division and surrounding Marine
Corps elements. This mission includes the care and treatment of sick and in-
jured personnel with the objectives of their expeditious return to duty eand
the prompt disposition of those patients who require more specialized trzatment
not readily available or who are found physically unfit for duty in Vietnam.

As an zdditional mission, the First Medical Battalion.provides small medi-
cal units deployed into combat zones to act as primary trisge centers in sup-
port of battediogh or regimental sized operations.

At the present time the First Medical Battalion, in support of the Danang
THOR, is composed of H&S Company, Collecting and Clearing Companies Alfa and
wCharley, and reinforced clesring pletoons from Bravo and Delta Companiése. 0One
clearing pletoon, reinforced of Bravo Ceompany, is situated in qQuang Tri in
direct support of the First Marine Regiment. 0One clearing platoon of Delta
Company is attached to the First Hospital Company in Chu Lai. 4t its Danang
cartnnment ‘the First Medical Battalion is supported by a tenant unit of the
First Dentel Company, two chaplains and = Greaves Registration Jection from the
Force TLiogistics Command.

Pergonnel strength is as followss

34 ~Medical Corps Officers
9. Medicel Zervice Corps Officers
3 .Merine Corps Officars

310 Hospital Corpcmv

128 Marines

0f the medical officers the following specialties are represented: 9 ortho-
pedic surgeons, B genersl surgeons, 6 enesthesiologists, 1 1ntprn1st 2 psy-
octhtTlSUU, ‘and 8 genersl medical officers,

The hospital facility in Diﬂang ig cnmposed of a triasge area adjacent to a
‘helicopter pal. The casually treatment :req is constructﬁd in such a wey as to
provide a,continuous paticnt flow from the trisge area through the X-Ray depart-
ment, to either the shock and debridemen’ srea for minnr surgery or the opera-.
ting rooms for major surgery. Six operating rooms gre agvailable in air condi-
tiored quonset huts. There is also a 25 bed intensive care unit and recovery
rooms. UThis unit 1s allso in 2 double air conditioned ruonset hut.

The prescribed holding tim2 for this 180 bed facility is 14 days, However,
in order to stay within the recommendec occupancy rate of 60% the average pa-
tient stay is three to four days. o

Since its errival in Vietnam in March of 1966 the First Medical Battalion
and ite subordinate units have edmitted 18,831 pa tieptu. 0f these, 7,121 were
bsttle Gasualties, 2,731 were non-battle casgalties, and 8,979 were diseascd
patients. 49,399 outpaticnts have haen seen and’ trested. In the Danang faci-
lity =lcne, apprpx1mqtely 5000 operative proceuurcs have been performed in the
past year, '

Ia addition to malntalnjng a hogpital facility, the First Medical Battalion
hag deployed clearing platoons (minus) into combat zones in direct support of
elghtwgn different battelion or regimentzl sized operations. These forwerd

dical units have grestly facilitated the proper sorting and eveocuation of the
bat*]_q injured from the are e of combat back to the fixed hospltal facllltln ENCLOSURE
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1ﬁi | PART III 1 ‘li

{QU N‘I‘I}L LI?I‘ING oF SIGNI“ICANT EVINTS

H&3, "A", and "D" Companies embarked on board U
and USS S‘EI\[[NOLJ at Tengan, Okinawa.

SS TALL ADAG S

Arrived. and disembarked at Chu Lai, RVN.

Joined with “B" Co, 3rd Medical Battalion in support of Opera-
tion TBXAS. Received gver 100 casulaties from Operation TEX.iS.

"D" Co, lst Medical Battalion embarked aboard USS SNOHOME SH

COUNTY (L9r-836) for movenent to Daning. Upon arrival, this

- company was redegignated "3YW Co, 3rd Medical Battalion, '3¢

Co, 3rd Medical Battalion at Chu Lai wag simultancously re-
designated '"D" Co, lst Medical Battalien. g

In support of Operation INDIANA.
Op con ch'anged to lst Marine Division.

Al personnel of the lst Medical Battalion transferred to H&S
Co for ease of administration.

First Clearing Ilatoon (-) deployed in support of Operation
"HOT SERINGS™,

Deployed Clearing Flatoon in support of Operation MONTGOMIRY.

"B"Y Co emberked en board USS TJNVILLL end USS WINSTON and sail=
ed from white Beach, QOkinawa. '

S

"B" Co arrived and disembarked at Chm Lai, RVN., Llst Melical
Battalion was in full strength at this time.

Clearing Flatoon () depleyed to Tam Ky in support of Operas
tiOn 1\..].\ CL;S.

Clearing Platoon (-) deployed to Tam Ky in support of Opera-
tion COLOR.DO, Receivad 533 patients.

"i" Co deployed t’o Danang to support 3rd Medical Battalion.

Clearing Ylatoon ( ) dcployeﬂ to “uang Wghi to support Opera-
tion 'RI0 BL JNCO“

Clearing Flatoon (-) daployed in supnort of Operation SLERRA.

lst Medical Battalion Command Fost moved to Danang to assume

the operation of the medicel facility formsrly operated by 3rd
Medical Battalion. . detachment of H&S Co and "A" Co (-) moved
with the CI's Companies "B(-)", "C", and "D" (Rein) rcmained at
Chu Lai. . . L S : ‘

OL0 STRE (3)
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Clearing Platoon (-) ‘deployed to 'An Hoa in support of Opera-
tion INDEFENDENCE,

"B" Co. (-) deployed to Duc Pho in support of Operation
EmTo. :

CDR J.C. ROBINS relieved CIR R, H., MITCHELL as Commander of
lst Medical Battalion.

lst Hospital Co, Chu Lai, RVN became Op Con and 41 Con to lst
Medical Battelion,

"B" Co (-) secured from Operation DESOTO at Duc FPho, RVN and
returned to Chu Lai, RVN,

"O" Co, Srd Medical Battalion detached from lst Medical Batte-
lion and departed for Phu Bai, RVN.

"c" Co, "D" Co, departed Chu Lai for Danang by LST.

BM Co attached to lst Hospital Co at its new cantonment in
Chu Lai to establish a 120 bz hospital with g holding cape~
city of %0 dgys.

CDR P.F. COOFER assumed command of lst Medical Battalion.

F:Lnal ﬁlements of '!D" Co arrive’ at lst Medlcal Battal:.on,

Clear:.ng :latoon ( ) deployed to Tam Ky in support of 5th
Marlnes durmg Operatlon JUNION I, i e

Clearlng Platoon (-) deployed to Tam Ky to support Sth Marines
dunng Operatlon UNION II._ cohnmwe el

MUS’I‘ "5“1 (Mad:.Cal Uhit"" Self Contained Transportable) was abe

. . tached to.the 1st Hospital Co for evaluation of its capabi-~

l:.ties to. act as a. Collecting and Clearing Co in the field,

Clearing Tlatoon (-) from "B" Co, Chu. Lal deployed to Tam Ky
to. support Operatmns ADAI.R and GALHOUN. ‘Blements of MUST 4
were used for the first time by the Marine Corps in direct

- Suppor+ of & combat mssmn.

1967
1967

1967

1967

1967 -
1967

i

1st Hospital Co becéme“a”160' Bec{'hbspital fe.cility.

Clearlng J.la‘tnon. ( ) deployed to H.l].l 65 in support of Opera-
tion COCHI SE. BTN e e : e :

S

ng".,c .H..‘;;owr;gx;;ssaméa aama;andfza{"xéf*naa‘i‘éai 5‘a‘tfaiioa. |

Cleering Ilatoon (-). deployed to Hill 63 in, support of Operation

SM’.'E‘T
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14 Sep 1967 -

lst@)spital Co detached from lst Medical Battalion and placed
under Op Con of lst Marine Divigion, W"B" Co, lst Medical Bate
talion remeined attached to lst Hospitael Co. '

"B" Co detached from lst Hospital Co and departed Chu Lai by
Lar,

"B" Co arrived Danang.

2nd Platoon 'D" Co departed Danang for lst Hospital Co at
Chu Lai.

2nd Ilatoon "B™ Co cdeparted Danang by Rough Rider for Quang
Tri to support the First Marine Regiment.

Clearing Platoon (-) deployed in support of Operation KWOX.

Clearing Tlatoon (-) ‘deployed to An Hoa to support battalions
2/5 and 2/3% for Operations ESSEX and FOSTER.
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