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HEADQUARTERS
1st Motor Transport Battalion

1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO, San Francisco, California 96602

1/WAF/waf
5750
8 Nov 1968

From: Commanding Officer
Commanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF (Attn: FieldTo:

Historian)

Subj: Command Chronology for period 1-31 October 1968

(a) Div0 5750.2BRef:

Encl: /(1) October 1968 Command Chronology

1. In accordance with the provisions of reference (a), enclosure (1) is
submitted.
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PART I 

CXMMANDm 1. DESIGNA'rION 
1st Motor ~ransport Battalion 
1st Marine Division (RaLn), E~F 

Maj R. d. RlW..Lx 1 .. 31.00t68 

SU130RDlNATE UNIT~ ... Nore 

2. LOCATIUN - Danang, RVN 

3. ST AFF Oli:F 1 t.:ERS -
CCJ.IMANDING UFFICER 

EXECU'J.'l V,I!; OFlo~J.Ul!.\R 

Sl!:RGKANT MAJOR 

S-l/LIDJ.L/ ADJ 

8-) 

s..4/SUPP.LY UFFIC~ 

5-5 

C(J{PANI A 
i»JMANDING Ob'FIClIR 

GOMPANI B 

CCHPANr C 

ATTACHED UNI'l'S - None 

Maj R. G. REILL:t 1-310ot68 

Maj W. A. P. COX 1-3100t66 

SgU1aj F. A. RaUOO 1-310ot6/j 

2d.Lt J. R. SAUNlli!iRS 1-3l0o 'l;6ij 

Capt R. W. HILl.. 1-31Oct6/j 

lstLt S. E. STiNE 1 .. 310ct68 

lsttt R. E. BRAUKI!.N 1-31Oct68 

1-310ct68 

1st:t. t R. D. OH.I-{jjERS 1-)lOct68 

ls~t.t J. N. NADOLSKI l-J1Oct08 

Cap t R. E. MANUEL 1-)10ct68 

1 
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PART I

1. DESIGNATION COMMANDER
1st Motor Transport Battalion Maj R. G. RETLLY 1-310ct68
1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF

SUBORDINATE UNITS - None ATTACHED UNITS - None

2. LOCATION - Danang, RVN

3. STAFF OFFICERS

COMMANDING OFFICER 1-310ct68Maj R. G. REILLY

EXECUTIVE OFFICER Maj W. A. P. COX 1-310ct68

SERGEANT MAJOR SgtMaj F. A. ROMANO 1-310ct68

S-1/LEGAL/ADJ 2dLt J. R. SAUNDERS 1-310ct68

1-310ct68Capt R. W. HILLS-3

S-4/SUPPLY OFFICER 1-310ct681stLt S. E. STINE

S-5 1-310ct681stlt R. E. BRACKEN

HEADQUARTERS AND SERVICE COMPANY
COMMANDING OFFICER 1-310ct681stLt D. T. GORSKI

COMPANI A
1-310ct68COMMANDING OFFICER 1stLt R. D. CHAMBERS

1-310ct681stLt J. N. NADOLSKICOMPANI B

1-310ct68Capt R. E. MANUELCOMPANY C

1 ENCLOSURE (1)
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PART II 
NAllRAT fiE SOl'lMiUtY 

The 1st Meter TraQert Battalie:a lIerfC'llei re'Qtille le,istica.l funotiuB 
with in the DaNang TAOIt. The Battali .. travelei 51,665 _ileB transpertei 
26,116 tree,s, ai 2,536:t tae ef gaeral car,e. 1st Keter Tru.spert 
Battalie remains ilt IlUppert ef the 1st Marines, 5th MariAes, ael 7th 
Mari:ae_ ltecimeats. 

PART III 
SBQ1JD'rw, :LIsrlliG or SmHIFICANT .i!.~S 

1 Oct 1968 
1 st Meter Trmspert Battalien was takeJl err atllinistrative ieatlilte. 

5 Oct 1968 
1st Meter Transpert Battalio began meving inte permu.ell.t facilities as 
the 1 at En.g:i:aeer Battalien meved. .ut. 

9 Oct 1968 
Cemplll.Y "C" 1 at Meter Tr8l!l.spert Battalie:n was cheppei back te 1.t Meters. 
On.e plateen er Oempauy "A" 1st Meter Transpert Battaliell was che"et back 
te 1 at Metera. 

12 Oct 1968 
While takmg the Vietllaaese g:irle helle £rem werking .ill the clubs at 2230, 
oe e1' the Marmes cu.ardiJag the g:irls haa an acciiiental iischar,.. The 
resulting shet n'Qaiea the iriver m the r~ht u"er arm aad killei oe ef 
the girls. The incident is unier mvestigatio. 

13~ ~t 1968 
At appreximate1y 1300, the cenvey left 1st Meter Tranapert lJattalien area 
with seventeen (17) task venicles ani three (3) aiimuu.strative vehioles. 
The cftvey :pr.e ..... t te a lIrearra«ei staging area t. Ileet up with eighteell 
(18) vjtAic1es fr .. 11th Meter Trauspert Battuie. The ce.vey was scheduled. 
te depart the stasi:ag area a.t 1330 an~ ppec:eei .erth te 3/26 C.P. leeatei at 
ceerdinates (845996). Due te the t~.ss et the security element, it W&8 
1,30 bef.re the c.nvey left. Oovey reached. teatiuatie:n a.t, 1900. Oenv.y 
Oemmander maie arrangeaents te sta,;e vehicles at an A:ray EDgiD.eer Unit's 
cempeunci hca.ted. a.t oeeriinates (855015). 

14 Oct 1968 
The hllewing merm.ing vehicles tispatch .... te the f.n.willg lecatio8 te 
pick up carge. (~38915), (898956), (832~~2), (845~%), (115022). Due te 
the weather cenditi ... s (rainY), and lack ef ce.,.eratia by the un.its iu­
vevled, oenvey failed te cemplete leading ... 14 Octeber hence, the vehicles 
remained m tm.eir respective areas and we~ previied. security by u.nits in 
the area. 

I --------------------------------~., 
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PART II
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

The 1st Motor Transport Battalion performed routine legistical functions
with in the DaNang TAOR. The Battalien traveled 51,665 miles transported
26,116 treeps, and 2,5361 tens of general cargo. 1st Motor Transport
Battalien remains in support of the 1st Marines, 5th Marines, and 7th
Marinel Regiments.

PART III
SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1 Oct 1968
1st Motor Transport Battalion was taken off administrative deadline.

5 Oct 1968
1st Motor Transport Battalien began moving into permanent facilities as
the 1st Engineer Battalien moved out.

9 Oct 1968
Company "C" 1st Moter Transport Battalien was chopped back to 1st Moters.
One plateen of Company "A" 1st Motor Transport Battalien was chopped back
to 1st Motors.

12 Oct 1968
While taking the Vietnamese girls home from working in the clubs at 2230,
one of the Marines guarding the girls had an accidental discharge. The
resulting shot wounded the driver in the right upper arm and killed one of
the girls. The incident is under investigation.

13 Oct 1968
At appreximately 1300, the convey leit 1st Meter Transport Battalien area
with seventeen (17) task venicles and three (3) administrative vehicles.
The convey preceeded to a prearranged staging area to meet up with eighteen
(18) vehicles from 11th Motor Transport Battalion. The convey was scheduled
to depart the staging area at 1330 and proceed north to 3/26 C.P. located at
coordinates (845996). Due to the taniness of the security element, it was
1530 before the convey left. Convey reached destination at 1900. Convey
Commander made arrangements to stage vehicles at an Army Engineer Unit's
compound located at coordinates (855015).

14 Oct 1968
The following morning vehicles dispatched to the following locations to
pick up carge. (938915), (898956), (832992), (845996), (115022). Due to
the weather conditions (rainy), and lack of cooperation by the units in-
vovled, convey failed to complete loading on 14 October hence, the vehicles
remained in their respective areas and were provided security by units in
the area.
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15 Oct 1968 
The following J:lorning, Tu,esday 15 October convoy cont inued loadmg. Convoy 
again experiecea difficulties. The units invelved didn't have the.ir gear 
packed. This cemplicated matters. Finally at 1500 loading was completed. 
Convoy did not experienoe any difficulties on the trip seuth. .A;rrived at 
1 st 11otor Transport Battalion compeund at 1800. Following morning unloaAed 
gear at 3/26 new C.F. 

16 Oct 1968 
At approxma..i}"ely 1345, 16 Oct.ber the convoy lei't the battalicm area (953754) 
vdth Grciers to proceed to checkpoint thirty ene (31) to pick up a company 
from 3/26 and transport the:n back t. their battalion area. Upon arrival at 
checkpQint thirty one (}l), it vlaS discovered that there were only ei{jhtyfive 
(85) troops awaiting transpG:l'tation. If there had been preper coordmatialn 
pier to the convoy's departure, it would have limited the number of task 
vehicles needed to five (5). Thus ma.k:ing the operatim more efficient. After 
transporting trottps t. their battalion area (942748), convoy returned to the 
batt alien area approximately 1700. 

19 Oct 1968 
The convey let't the 1st Motor Transport Battalion C·P. at 0745 and preceeded 
to LZ 460 arriving there at 0810. Liaisen was made with 1 st LT Sharples the 
5-4 01 the 26th r1arines at the LZ. "A" Company 1 st Ba.ttaliGn 26 l.farmes was 
brGw;ht in by a heliocopter shu.ttle or two CH53's. IIA" Campany, consisting 
of 175 men were loaded on (9) nine trucks. The convey then proceeded a.t 
0930 teo c0ord.inate (928841), and picked up (2) two squads of 3rd platoon ''D'' 
Company 1/'2.6 at 1000. There was 3. 15 J:lmute hold t. wait fer the cempleticm 
01' the rl1lad. sweep. At 1015 the convey l)rOceeded to coordinates (937865), 
.... 1here the third squad of the security pla.toon ''D'' Company 1/26 waS picked 
up at 1030. The security platoon was put IJliI. the two remaining trucks that 
\,rere still empty. The tvlelfth truck, an armered plated gun truck, ,can net 
be utilizecl as a personnel carrier. The convey than moved to cOGrdinates 
(937915) arriving at 1115. The itA" Company C.P. and there 3rd platoon, "rith 
three trucks, remained at this position. At 1130 the convoy noved to coordi­
nates (~2?926), and drGpped off one sauad. from the 2nd pla.hon at 1145. Another 
squad. was dropped aff at ceordinates (922928), at 1150. Atlla50 the convoy 
turned around at CQrrdinates (894953), and returned to coordinates (937915) 
at 1330. The convoy proceeded I1.t 140U Hith (12) trucks and three administra­
tive vehicles and the 3rd plat.em ''D'' Company 1/26 as security. The convoy 
returned to the 1st Notor Transport Battalion C.P. at 1520., 
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15 Oct 1968
The following morning, Tuesday 15 October convoy continued leading. Convey

again experieced difficulties. The units involved didn't have their gear

packed. This complicated matters. Finally at 1500 loading was completed.

Convey did not experience any difficulties on the trip south. Arrived at

1st Moter Transport Battalion compound at 1800. Following morning unloaded

gear at 3/26 new C.P.

16 Oct 1968
At approximately 1345, 16 October the convey left the battalion area (953754)

with orders to proceed to checkpoint thirty one (31) to pick up a company

from 3/26 and transport them back to their battalion area. Upon arrival at

checkpoint thirty one (31), it was discovered that there were only eightyfive

(85) troops awaiting transportation. If there had been preper coordination

pier to the convey's departure, it would have limited the number of task

vehicles needed to five (5). Thus making the operation more efficient. After

transporting troops to their battalion area (942748), convey returned to the

battalion area approximately 1700.

19 Oct 1968
The convey left the 1st Moter Transport Battalion C.P. at 0745 and preceeded

to LZ 460 arriving there at 0810. Liaison was made with 1st LT Sharples the

S-4 or the 26th Marines at the LZ. "A" Company 1st Battalion 26 Marines was

brought in by a heliecepter shuttle of two CH53's. "A" Company, consisting

of 175 men were loaded on (9) nine trucks. The convey then proceeded at

0930 to coordinate (928841), and picked up (2) two squads of 3rd plateen "D"

Company 1/26 at 1000. There was a 15 minute hold to wait for the completion
of the road sweep. At 1015 the convey proceeded to coordinates (937865),

where the third squad of the security platoon 'D'' Company 1/26 was picked

up at 1030. The security plateen was put on the two remaining trucks that

were still empty. The twelfth truck, an armored plated gun truck, can net

be utilized as a personnel carrier. The convey than moved to coordinates

(937915) arriving at 1115. The "A" Company C.P. and there 3rd platoon, with

three trucks, remained at this position. At 1130 the convoy moved to coordi-

nates (925926), and dropped off one squad from the 2nd plateen at 1145. Another

squad was dropped off at coordinates (922928), at 1150. At11250 the convey

turned around at corrdinates (894953), and returned to coordinates (937915)

at 1330. The convoy proceeded at 1400 with (12) trucks and three administra-

tive vehicles and the 3rd platoon 'D'' Company 1/26 as security. The convey

returned to the 1st Motor Transport Battalien C.P. at 1520.
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20 Oct 1968 
The cenvoy left the ist Meter Transport Battalion C.P. at 0800 and proceeded 
t. LZ 460 arriving there at 0820. Liaisen was made with 1st IJr Sharples the 
8-4 of the 26th 11a.rines at the LZ. He informed the Covoy C8I!I!llallder where 
the sec~rity package 'Wuld be picked up. The convoy then preceeded t. 
coordinates (937865), where it picked up a 16 man security team at 0900. 
There was an half an hc.lUr wait for the road clearanoe. At 0930 the convClY 
proc~eded to coordinates (937915), arriving at 1000. Liaison was made with 
the Company Commancler of "K" Company 3/5. TWG trucks were left at this 
pesitien to load. company gear. The convey then preceeded at 1010 t. coor­
dinate (915934), where two trucks were left to load personnel. At 1030 the 
convoy picked. up the rema.inder of "Kit Company 3/5 at coortina.tes (937915), 
to restage. At 1105 the convoy left coerdinates (937865) al!ld dropped off 
the 16 man security team at 1120. The convoy then proceedecl to LZ 460 and 
and. dropped off "K" Company 3/5 at 1150. At 1220 the cenvey left LZ 460 and 
returned te the 1st Moter Transport Battalion C.P. at 1235. 

30 Oct 1968 
The convey left the 1st Motor Tran~ort Battalion C.P. at 0830 and proceeded 
to ASP#l loaded (3) three vehicles with ammunition. There was a hour and a 
half wa.it at ASP#l until word was received that the mine sweep nad secured. 
At 1030 the convoy departed for An Hoa, coordinates (875464). The convey 
arrived at it's destination at 1630 and off loaded the cargo. 

31 Oct 1968 
At approxL'llately 0830 the convey commander switched the trucks en the convoy 
for (8) e~ht vehicles frClm the 2nd platoon of "A" Company which was due t. 
retate back to the 1st :t1etor Transpert Battalien C.P. The convoy left the 
staging area (875464), at 1000. Ne difl"iculiies were encountered en the 
cenvey. The convoy arrived in the 1st Metor Transport Battalien area a.t 
approximately 1500. 
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20 Oct 1968
The convey left the 1st Motor Transport Battalien C.P. at 0800 and proceeded
to LZ 460 arriving there at 0820. Liaison was made with 1st IT Sharples the

S-4 of the 26th Marines at the LZ. He informed the Convey Commander where
the security package would be picked up. The convey then preceeded to
coordinates (937865), where it picked up a 16 man security team at 0900.

There was an half an hour wait for the read clearance. At 0930 the convoy
proceeded to coordinates (937915), arriving at 1000. Liaison was made with
the Company Commander of "K" Company 3/5. Two trucks were left at this

position to load company gear. The convey then proceeded at 1010 to coor-

dinate (915934), where two trucks were left to load personnel. At 1030 the

convoy picked up the remainder of "K" Company 3/5 at coordinates (937915),
to restage. At 1105 the convoy left coordinates (937865) and dropped off

the 16 man security team at 1120. The convey then proceeded to LZ 460 and

and dropped off "K" Company 3/5 at 1150. At 1220 the convey left LZ 460 and

returned to the 1st Moter Transport Battalion C.P. at 1235.

30 Oct 1968
The convey left the 1st Motor Transport Battalion C.P. at 0830 and proceeded
to ASP#1 loaded (3) three vehicles with ammunition. There was a hour and a
half wait at ASP#1 until word was received that the mine sweep had secured.

At 1030 the convey departed for An Hoa, coordinates (875464). The convey
arrived at it's destination at 1630 and off loaded the cargo.

31 Oct 1968
At approximately 0830 the convey commander switched the trucks en the convey
for (8) eight vehicles from the 2nd plateen of "A" Company which was due to

rotate back to the 1st Motor Transport Battalion C.P. The convey left the

staging area (875464), at 1000. No difficulties were encountered on the

convey. The convey arrived in the 1st Meter Transport Battalien area at

appreximately 1500.
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