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let Searobli&ht Jatt.:q C"ta t .~ b cor' 
3d Marine D1vi8ion(Bein), PD 

!PO San Jranoi800 96602 

tij'di/D 
492367 ..... ~ 

'rOIls 
TOI 
Via. 

Cc:aMJlding Offioer 

JIleskl. 
5750 
1 Oot 1967 

Commandant of the Marmt Corps (OODE .10,D) 

~
ll Command1ng Oenezal, ,d .rine Div1e1ca.(lein), JMII 
2 C--.nd1ng Genezal, 3d .rae Aaphlbloua JIoroe 
, COIIlDI8JldiDg Oenera1, 'leet 1Ia.l'1D.e '01'08, Pa.o1fl0 

Subj I Cammand ChroIloloD 

Bef. <a> MOO 5750.2.1 
(b) JMr.PaoO 5750.8 

1. In aooordanoe with ntezello" (a) and (b), the foUow1.Dc :report 18 
submitted. ... . .. 

; UNClASSIFIED; 2. BeportiM Period. 1-30 September 1967. 

3. Orsa,pizaticm.&l Data.. 

a. DeB1patlon of 'Unit. B8port1ng 'Unit 21503, let Searoh116ht Jatte:q, 
3d Marine Divieion(Bein), IMI'. FPO 8aJL lraDoi.oo 96602. 

b. Couanding Offioer. Captain Viotor B. SNIDER - ,1 JanU&17 1967 .. 
p1'8sent. 

O. Location of Unit. Dong lIa, Republio of Vieina1ll .. 29 Ja. 1967 .. 
present. 

d. Batte:q Officers I 

(1) 1stLt Joseph lWTCBARIOlC JR. - Exeoutive Offioer 

(2) 2ndLt John M. OOIYERS - Liai.on otUoer 

(3) 18tLt 1I10hael T. PIERSOl - Platoon Commander, lit Platoon 

(4) lBtLt Thollas J. STACK .. Platoon COlllJll&nder, 2nd Platoon 

(5) latLt Jame8 C. m:cn:R - Platoon Oommander, ,d Platoon 

!)!:~II= 
I 

•• 
DECLASSIFIED 

7 

c\ 
'- • I ... 
~" 
~ ...... , 
{",,-.,. 

~ 
" \. 

DECLASSIFIED

Copy

1 of 6
copies1st Searchlight Battery

3d Marine Division(Bein), FMF

492367
FPO San Francisco 96602

JMCskls
5750
1 Oct 1967
Ber. 0008-67

From: Commanding Officer
Commandant of the Marine Corps (CODE AO3D)To:
(1) Commanding General, 3d Marine Division (Rein), FMFVia:
(2) Commanding General, 3d Marine Amphibious Force

(3) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Subjs Command Chronology

(a) MCO 5750.24Ref:
(b) FMFPac0 5750.8

1. In accordance with references (a) and (b), the following report is

submitted.

UNCLASSIFIED
2. Reporting Period. 1-30 September 1967.

3. Organizational Data:

a. Designation of Unit. Reporting Unit 21503, 1st Searchlight Battery,

3₫ Marine Division(Rein), FMF, FPO San Francisco 96602.

b. Commanding Officer. Captain Victor B. SNIDER - 31 January 1967 -

present.

c. Location of Unit. Dong Ha, Republic of Vietnam - 29 June 1967 -

present.

d. Battery Officers:

(1) 1stLt Joseph HANCHARICK JR. - Executive Officer

(2) 2ndLt John M. CONYERS - Liaison Officer

(3) 1stLt Michael T. PIERSON - Platoon Commander, 1st Platoon

(4) 1stLt Thomas J. STACK - Platoon Commander, 2nd Platoon

(5) 1stLt James C. UECKER - Platoon Commander, 3d Platoon
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4. lamtive SII'm. I1rst Searohlisht Batter,- oontinues in its role ot 
permeter defellle. or s18nitioant interest, are the .... nt. em. 4 and 5 8ep 1967. 
em the 'T8Iling of 4 Sep 1967, at Con !bien in ~'h1 Province, .ember. ot 
the let Searohlight Platoon 81chted an 8I1ell7 57- IaOOiUe88 tifle &8 it .. 
baing prepared to fire. .1s the first enell7 fire broke the .ilenoe ot the night 
aD 6_ Ilortar Ilisdon (oalled tor cd adjusted b1 Searohl.1cht per8oJmtl) 
eileoed the hostile _apon. On the fo110viDg night, 5 Sep 1967, all eMJ17 
artille17 pieoe vas observed tiring troll aor088 the JIIZ into the diJ.'eotion of 
Oamp Carroll. Shortly thereafter, Oeap carroll fti0rted "oaivina inooaiDg 
miller, tire. !.'he looaticm. ot the ell8llJ wapoll ~la ter detemined to be a 
l5~ Ow:l) V&8 ginn to e" Howitzers vhioh neutralised it u.ed1ate17. Durtms 
the reMinder ot the ~ort1n8 period, the intra-red capab1lity Of the Searoh­
light was lost due to the failura of the JIt-18 Bmooul.&re. .1 t thi. time, aU 
but three of eighteen seta have been tumed in tor repair. It ha. been de­
temined that the aoiature caused b1 the ftoet "aouoon tne" weather baa 
oaused the "powr paokB" to abort out. !be 1088 ot 1Dtra-re4 oapability hal 
caused the use of Searoblights in tbe arta8 aroanc1 the DIZ to be virtually 
disoontinued as the visual light, in .ost O&S88, 1& not feasible in tb1B area 
of operation. Cansequent17, the Searchlighte have been operatiq in a "STAIDBY 
STATUS" awaiting the po.sible call tor Ti.ual lisbt. 

5. Sequential ListipB of S1pit'iogj Events I 

a. Oaabat Missions A.ssignedl , UfiCIASSIFlfD 
(1) 1st Platoon 

(a) 1st Seotion - perDeter clefen.e at Dong Ba (QuaDg Tri 
Provinoe) in support of 12th Marines. 

(b) 2nd Seotion - paraeter defense at De Sa.nh (QIlug Tri 
Provinoe) in support of ".1"Bt1'1, 1etBn, 13th Marinea. 

(0) 3rd Section - pertmeter defen.e at Oon Thien (Quana Tri 
Province) in support of tI])"BtrJ, 2nctBn, 12th Marines 

(2) 2nd Platoon 

(a) let Seotion - per1Jleter defellle at Camp Carroll (Qwmg Tri 
Province) in support of 18tBn, 12th Marine •• 

(b) 2nd Section - per:s..ter defense at Call Lo (~ Tri 
Province) in support of 2naBn, 12th Marines. 

(0) 31'4 Seotion - periMter defense at Gio LiDh (Quang ~i 
Province) in support of Compo8ite .lrtillerJ :Battalion. 
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SECOET

e. Battery Strength:

USNUSMC
OFF ENLOFF ENL

6 110 0 3

4. Narrative Summary. First Searchlight Battery continues in its role of

perimeter defense. Of significant interest, are the events on 4 and 5 Sep 1967.

On the evening of 4 Sep 1967, at Con Thien in Quanti Tri Province, members of

the 1st Searchlight Platoon sighted an enemy 57mm Recoilless Rifle as it was

being prepared to fire. As the first enemy fire broke the silence of the night
an 81mm mortar mission (called for and adjusted by Searchlight personnel)
silenced the hostile weapon. On the following night, 5 Sep 1967, an enemy

artillery piece was observed firing from across the DMZ into the direction of

Camp Carroll. Shortly thereafter, Camp Carroll reported Receiving incoming

artillery fire. The location of the enemy weapon (later determined to be a

152mm Gun) was given to 8" Howitzers which neutralized it immediately. During

the remainder of the rporting period, the infra-red capability of the Search-

light was lost due to the failure of the M-18 Binoculars. At this time, all

but three of eighteen sets have been turned in for repair. It has been de-

termined that the moisture caused by the recent "monsoon type" weather has

caused the "power packs" to short out. The loss of infra-red capability has

caused the use of Searchlights in the areas around the DMZ to be virtually

discontinued as the visual light, in most cases, is not feasible in this area

of operation. Consequently, the Searchlights have been operating in a "STANDBY

STATUS" awaiting the possible call for visual light.

5. Sequential Listing of Significant Events:

UNCLASSIFIED
a. Combat Missions Assigned:

(1) 1st Platoon

(a) 1st Section - perimeter defense at Dong Ha (Quang Tri

Province) in support of 12th Marines.

(b) 2nd Section - perimeter defense at Khe Sanh (Quang Tri

Province) in support of "A"Btry, 1stBn, 13th Marines.

(o) 3rd Section - perimeter defense at Con Thien (Quang Tri

Province) in support of "D"Btry, 2ndBn, 12th Marines

(2) 2nd Platoon

(a) 1st Section - perimeter defense at Camp Carroll (Quang Tri

Province) in support of 1stBn, 12th Marines.

(b) 2nd Section - perimeter defense at Can Lo (Quang Tri

Province) in support of 2ndBn, 12th Marines.

3rd Section - perimeter defense at Gio Linh (Quang Tri
(c)

Province) in support of Composite Artillery Battalion.
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(;) 3rd Platoon 

(a) 18t Seotion 

1. Light 1 - perilleter da1'ense at C2 (Quang Tri Province) 
in support ot "F"Btr;r, 2ndBn, 12th Karinea 

2. Li8ht 2 - per1lleter detense at Cua Viet (Quang Tri 
Province) in support of let LVn. 

(b) 2nd Seotion - per1lleter clefena. at Phu hi (ba !hieD. 
Province) in support 01' 4'thBn, 12th Marinel. 

(0) ,el Seotion - paraetar cle1'enal at Cup Evana (!'_ !bien 
Province) in .upport ot ,clBn, 12th Marinea. 

b. Signifioant operations oonduoted. The 8earohl1sbt Platoons/SeoUona 
ot the batterJ' wre useel to support the tollowiq operational 

(1) Operation JireJlOJlt (!hua !bien PrOTinO.) 

(2) Operation I:instieber (QuaDe Tri Provinoe) 

o. Casualtie. innloted on the anell3'l Ion. 

d. Casualtie8 aUBtained. Two 8earohlisbt operators suttered wounds oau.eel 
by shrapnel. I18dioal evacuation waa requ1:ed. 

e. lew taolmiquee ellployed. lone. 

t. Commanel BelatiOnBl Command blations oontinue to be Tert SOod. 

g. EquiJlllent. At the present tille the equipaant of the batter;r, with 
the exoeption 01' the 8earohlisbt" the."elTea, is below ten per cent cleadlined. 
Tbe searohlights are approximately tvent,y per oent cleadlineel for third and 
fourth eohelon repairs. M-lB :Binooula.r8, a oo.ponent 01' the Searcblight, 
are at approximately eighty-three per oent deadlined. (See paragraph 4, 
Barrative Summar,r) 

h. Logistios. !he overall logistios situation within the battery 1e 
oonsiderecl satisfaotory. 

i. Civio Aotion. During the reporting period the Batter" Corpsllen par­
tioipated in Eight !ED-CAPS. 

j. Administration. 1(0 problem areal. 

. UNClASSIFlED-': 
. I 
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(3) 3rd Platoon

(a) 1st Section

1. Light 1 - perimeter defense at C2 (Quang Tri Province)
in support of "F"Btry, 2ndBn, 12th Marines

2. Light 2 - perimeter defense at Cua Viet (Quang Tri

Province) in support of 1st LVTA.

(b) 2nd Section - perimeter defense at Phu Bai (Thua Thien

Province) in support of 4thBn, 12th Marines.

(c) 3d Section - perimeter defense at Camp Evans (Thus Thien

Province) in support of 3dBn, 12th Marines.

b. Significant operations conducted. The Searchlight Platoons/Sections
of the battery were used to support the following operations:

(1) Operation Fremont (Thua Thien Province)

(2) Operation Kingfisher (Quang Tri Province)

c. Casualties inflicted on the enemy: None

d. Casualties sustained: Two Searchlight operators suffered wounds caused

by shrapnel. Medical evacuation was required.

e. New techniques employed: None.

f. Command Relations: Command Relations continue to be very good.

g. Equipment. At the present time the equipment of the battery, with

the exception of the Searchlights themselves, is below ten per cent deadlined.

The searchlights are approximately twenty per cent deadlined for third and

fourth echelon repairs. M-18 Binoculars, a component of the Searchlight,

are at approximately eighty-three per oent deadlined. (See paragraph 4,
Narrative Summary)

h. Logistics. The overall logistics situation within the battery is

considered satisfactory.

i. Civic Action. During the reporting period the Battery Corpsmen par-

ticipated in Eight MED-CAPS.

UNCLASSIFIED

j. Administration. No problem areas.
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k. Personnel. 10 problem &1'!e&8. 

1. Intelligenoe. lothing to report. 

m. Communication.. lothing to report. 

n. Weather. .1s reported above, the weather has had en effeot on some 
o! the ba tteX'J' B equipment. 

o. lire Support. Jothing to report. 

p. .1ir 8upport. lothing to Report. 

qo .lotivations/deaot ivat !ODs/rede a ignat!ona. lot applicable. 

V. B. SlIDER 

COPY ro. 
00, 12th Marines 
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k. Personnel. No problem areas.

1. Intelligence. Nothing to report.

M. Communications. Nothing to report.

n. Weather. As reported above, the weather has had an effect on some
of the battery's equipment.

O. Fire Support. Nothing to report.

P. Air support. Nothing to Report.

go
Activations/deactivations/redesignations.

Not applicable.

V.B. SNIDER

COPY TO:

CO, 12th Marines

UNCLASSIFIED


