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1, In acoordance with referenoes (a) and (b), the following report is

Raf's
b
subnitted,

2, BReporting Period.

30 Or izat

B¢

Designation of Unit.

Datas

130 September 1967.

34 Marine Division(Rein), FMF, FPO San Francisoo 96602.

Reporting Unit 21503, let Searohlight Battery,

b, Commanding Offiocer, Captain Victor B, SNIDER - 31 January 1967 -

present.

o. location of Unit, Dong Ha, Repudblioc of Vietnam - 29 June 1967 -

present,

4,

Battery Officerss

(1)
(2)
(3
(4)
(5)

18tlt Joseph EANCHARICK JR. - Exeoutive Offiocer

ondLt John M, CONYERS - Liaison Officer
18tLt Miohael T, PIERSON - Platoon Commander, lst Platoon

18tLt Thomas J. STACK - Platoon Commander, 2nd Platoon

1stLt James C. UECKER - Platoon Oommandsr, 34 Platoon
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4. Narrative Summary., Firet Searchlight Battery oontinues in its role of

perimeter defense, Of significant interest, are the events on 4 and 5 Sep 1967.
On the evening of 4 Sep 1967, at Con Thien in Qna.nlsm Provinoe, members of
the 1st Searchlight Platoon sighted an enemy 57mm Recoilless Rifle as it was
being prepared to fire, As the first enemy fire broke the silence of the night
an 8lmm mortsr mission (oalled for and adjusted by Bearchlight persomel)
silenced the hostile weapon, On the following night, 5 Sep 1967, an enemy
artillery piece was observed firing from aoross the IMZ into the direotion of
Camp Carroll., BShortly thereafter, Osmp Carroll re orted Receiving incoming
artillery fire, The looation of the enemy weapon later determined to be &
152mm Gun) vas given to 8" Howltzers which neutralized it immediately, During
the remainder of the yporting period, the infra-red oapability of the Searoh-
light was lost due to the failure of the M-18 Binooulars. At this time, all
but three of eighteen sets have been tumed in for repair, It has been de-
termined that the moisture oaused by the xecent "monsoon type" weather has
caused the "power paoks" to short out, The loss of infre=-red oapability has
caused the use of Searchlights in the areas around the DMZ to be virtually
discontinued s the visual light, in most oases, is not feasible in this area
of operation. Comsequently, the Searchlights have been operating in a "STANDBY
STATUS" awaiting the possible call for visusl light,

- i omamns oy
(1) 1st Platoon " )

(a) 1st Section - perimeter defense at Dong Ba (Quang Tri
Province) in support of 12th Marines,

(b) 2nd Section - perimeter defense at Khe Sanh (Quang Tri
Province) in support of "A"Btry, lstBn, 13th Marines.

(o) 3rd Section - perimeter defense at Con Thien (Quang Tri
Provinoce) in support of "D"Biry, 2ndBn, 12th Marinea

(2) 2nd Platoon

(a) 1st Seotion - perimeter defense at Camp Carroll (Quang Tri
Province) in support of lstBn, 12th Marines,

(b) 2nd Seotion - perimeter defense at Cam Lo (Quang Tri
Province) in support of 2ndBn, 12th Marines.

(c¢) 3rd Seotion - perimeter defense at Gio Linh (Quang Tri
Province) in support of Composite Artillery Batialion. s
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(3) Brd ?htoon ""“*‘-mw‘:@,‘q_‘
(a) 1st Section

1. Light 1 - perimeter defense at C2 (Quang Tri Provinoe)
in support of "F"Biry, 2ndBn, 12th Marines

2, Light 2 = perimeter defense at Cua Viet (Quang Tri
Province) in support of 1lst LVTA.

(b) 2nd Section - perimeter defense at Phm Bai (Thua Thien
Province) in support of 4thBn, 12th Marines.

(¢) 34 Section = perimeter defemse at Oamp Evens (Thma Thien
Province) in support of 3dBn, 12th Marines,

b, Significant operatione conducted, The Searchlight Plutoons/Seotions
of the battery were used to support the following operations:

(1) Operation Fremont (Thua Thien Provinoe)
(2) Operation Kingfisher (Quang Tri Provinoe)
o, Casualties infliocted on the enemy: None

d. Casualties sustained: Two Searchlight operators suffered wounds caused
by shrepnel, Medical evacuation was rqquired.

e. New teohniques employed: Nome, ‘
f. Command Belations: Command Belations continue to be very good.

¢. Equipment, At the present time the equipment of the battery, with
the exoeption of the Searchlights themselves, is below ten per oent deadlined.
The seerchlights are approximately twenty per oent deadlined for third and
fourth echelon repairs. M-18 Binooulars, a component of the Searohlight,
gre at approximately eighty-three per oent deadlined. (See paragraph 4,
Narrative Summary)

h. Logistics. The overall logistios situation within tho bvattery is
oonsidered satisfactory.

i. Civioc Aotion. During the reporting period the Battery Corpsmen par-
ticipated in Eight MED-CAPS. .

j. Adainistration, %o prcbien axssn. UHBMSSIHEU
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k., Personnel, No problem arecas.
l, Intelligence, Nothing to report,
m. Communications, Nothing to rveport.

Weather., Ae reported above, the weather ha.s had en effect on some
of the battery‘e equipment,

¢s Fire Support. Nothing to report,

Po Air support, Nothing to Report.

go Activations/deactivations/redesignations, Not appliceble,
V. B, SNIDER

COPFY TO:
CO, 12th Marines
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