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1
1l Canmanting Genoral, 3d l!.8Xine Division (i(E::in), PU ... 'fi' 
2 Commanl.:1ing General, III ! &rin{\ jJn"'J!libiou~ ',1o~'ce 
~ Co'wanding General, FlE:.et L"'"Ti!19 )':'or:;e, PU0:tfio ' 

Corn,and Chronology-

1. In e.,.co:r:dance wi th rere:,-~nces (;).) anCl, (1)), tho r,,: l ')uin[" report is sub­
TIli tted. 

a. lJesisw.tion of Unit. :lepc·rtms lClit.. 2'I~iC3> .:~t, Searchlight 1attery, 
3d harine Division (Hein), t'hF, FPO San :.'ranoi.~co 9Gf)"l?. 

b. COi1!l1anding Uffieer. Capte,j n l:':'t3der;,'f~ C. iW1.'JI'}GI 8 Fe'brue.ry 1968 -
present. 

c. Loco.tion of Unit. Don& lIB, (;of'lbat 13a.o<;), Re:.puKL.l or V1etnsJ!I, 29 J\Ule 
1967 ... present. 

d. ~atter.Y O!fieers~ 

(1) 1stlt Robert )~. l'ElTEFlu\~t '. :;xeoutivc Off.toer. 

e. :~att~ t;trength 

USl'lC 
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SECRET

Commanding OfficerFrom:
Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code A03D)To:
(1) Commanding General, 30 harine Division (Rein), FILFVia:
(2) Commanding General, III ! arine Ammibious Force
(3) Commanding General, Fleet larine Force, Pacific

Subj: Com and Chronology

(a) N.CO 5750.24Kef:
(b) M.FPac 5750.8

1. In accordance with references (ii) and (b), th. following report is sub-
mitted.

BTRY

2. Reporting Period: 1-31 March 1968.

3. Organizational Data:

a. Designation of Unit. Reporting unit 21503, 1st Searchlight Lattery,
3d larine Division (Rein), BMF, FPO San Francisco 96602,

CALIFORNIA

b. Commanding Officer. Captain Prederior C. MCQUIGG, 8 February 1968 -
present.

C. Location of Unit. Dong Ha Combat Base, Republic of Vietnen, 29 June
1967 - present.

d. Battery Officers:

(1) 1stlt Robert E. PEITHAINER Executive Officer.

(2) 1stIt Vilbur 1. SHINE Jr. - Liaison Officer.

e. Battery Strength

USMC USI
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1 fi.ar 1968. t'inal ceunt for the actien at the DO'2g Ra IOU ramp on 29 
Feb '968 'WaG :55 KIa confirmed. Received two 8ee.:rohUghte !"room F1&G-1 which 
had b~en wned in for repair. 

3 ua.r 1968. ~lhile proceedil~g ·est frem the la.val Supply Activity, the 
petrol boat with 1 at ?la15con 1 s searchlitSht a:ld CTf:W 1.ro.9 sun~,: with aJ 1 hands 
by an unknO'lm type explosive device...wo men. from the battery were l~U. 
'i:he aearchlit?,bt was recover<:?d. and Aubsequently cJ.l:'ssL"':'ied oode Y by J'LjC-r. 

5 bar 1968. ~"We men from the; d /: .. ntaon at I'he ianh were wounded b7 
incoming mortar fixe and l'lED-ElfACIID to Co D 3d i.ed En, Dong Ra. They were 
trea.ted and returned to the Eattery Sick B83" for reCCf'Tery. l'nEl searchllght 
'1&8 also damaged, evacul?ted to Dong Ha fer repair end returned to r:.he litanh. 
1st Platoon reple.ced the i'estroyed light and crew on anether navy ~atrol 
boc.t in support cf operation Fapol():::,~l>a.:.in8. 

10 i;.a.r 1968. One searchlitSht deadlined for 2d ;~chelon l:.aintenance. 

12 Lar 1968. Une lit,ht deaellined, sent to :"'LSG-·:3 for repair. 

14 her 1968. Rec(;i "fed one light from FL:jG-D whioh hac 'boen turned in 
12 liar 1968. 

11 riar 1968, r;:he 2d PJatoon was relioved of re!:nollsibility for the 
Dong Ba LCU ra:Jp. 1st :'latoon E',sSUT'E::d res:c"o:::.si;JiJit;r for Dong E~ LCU 
ramp, Task Force Cl€arwater and 3d lia.rine Regiment at Cua Viet, '"!t1.L1.ng 
'.i:ri ~ovinoe. 

19 ~iar 1968. 2d Section 2d :!ll)·toon ;.;ent to 00::1 '~nien with one light t 
f'roE. deadline 10 liar 1968, (';PCO:l:-f of 1stBn, 4th·Larines. 3d Section, 2d 
Pla.toon at C-2 spotted 3 INA with infra-red ligbt. '-lements of 2d En, 
1st Harinee notified, engaf:Jed enemy under white light. Three l~Vi .. I~IA 
(confirmed) • 

21 'oar 1968. 2d ·je cti.on, 2d .l:'latoon assume d ()_)C;v~: ot D,yemFrker seFU'Ch- . 
llght at 0-2 bridge, OiCOh of 1st Bn, 4th i.la.rines. 

2, liar 1968. Ae ooi Vl'!d one searchlight from . 'L.'3G-B which had been 
turned in for repair. 

26 Mar 1968, Additional light with 1st l'1atoon c:t'ew placed on ~~avy 
pe.trol boat in euP'Port of Ta.ek For.ce C].ea.rwe.tcr and }d hErine ~teg1.ment, 
QPOON: 'l'.u FQ.'roe Clea.x:,~ ter • 
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4. Narrative Summery:

1 har 1968. Final count for the action at the Dong Ha ICU ramp on 29
Feb 1968 was 35 KIA confirmed. Received two searchlights from FLSG-D which

had been turned in for repair.

3 uar 1968. While proceeding est from the laval Supply Activity, the

patrol boat with 1st Platoon's searchlight and crow was sunk with all hands

an unknown type explosive device. .WO men from the battery were KIA.by
The searchlight was recovered and subsequently classified code Y by FLSG-D.

5 Mar 1968. Two men from the 3d Platoon at The Sanh were wounded by
incoming mortar fire and MED-EVACED to Co D 3d lied Bn, Dong Ha. They were

treated and returned to the Battery Sick Bay for recovery. One searchlight
was also damaged, evacuated to Dong Ha for repair and returned to The Nanh.
1st Platoon replaced the destroyed light and crew on another navy patrol
boat in support of operation Hapolean/Jaline.

10 har 1968. One searchlight deadlined for 2d Rchelon Paintenance.

12 Har 1968. One light deadlined, sent to FISG-3 for repair.

14 Mar 1968. Received one light from FLSG-B which had been turned in
12 Mar 1968.

17 Mar 1968. The 2d Platoon was relieved of responsibility for the

Dong Ha LCU ramp. 1st Platoon assumed responsibility for Dong Ha LCU

ramp, Task Force Clearwater and 3d liarine Regiment at Cua Viet, Quang
tri Province.

19 bar 1968. 2d Section 2d Platoon sent to Com Thien with one light,
from deadline 10 liar 1968, CPCON of 1stBn, 4th arines. 3d Section, 2d

Platoon at C-2 spotted 3 NVA with infra-red light. lements of 2d Bn,
1st Marines notified, engaged enemy under white light. Three IVA KIA

(confirmed).

21 "ar 1968. 2d Section, 2d Platoon assumed OLOON of Dyemarker search-

light at C-2 bridge, OFCON of 1st Bn, 4th Harines.

23 liar 1968. Received one searchlight from LSS-B which had been

turned in for repair.

26 Mar 1968. Additional light with 1st Platoon crew placed on "ravy

patrol boat in support of Task Force Clearwater and 3d Merine regiment,
OPCOM Task Force Clearwater.
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28 i oar 1968. 1~h1rd and. final light and crew fre 1 at Pla.toon pla.ced on 
lfavy p!'.trol boa.t in 8upport of ·_9.S1;;: Force Clearwa.ter and 3d i'iarines, O:.?'COli! 
';i:'f).sk Foree Clearwater. Scope of o:)erations calls for three pe.trol boats 
withsearabliahta and two gun boats as seouri t,v to pl'.trol the Ou..'t V'ict 
River between Dong He. and Faval SupPl..v .h..ctivity, CUD. Yiet. ",l.ssion is 
to prevent mining of tho friendly river l:ISR and cut enelllY llS"R from the 
Uorth to (luang 'l'ri City. 

';1 }i,ar 1968. One sea.rohligl,t dcad.~il1eil, tUr!1CC ill to 1150-13 for l'ep~i.r. 
26th liP.:,rines cho"')ped O?CO~~ from 3d Har:Diy to 1 st hI' Gl'),ralr,V Division. 
3f. Platoon now direct support 26th Lc"'rine Hegimcnt, general support 1st 
.i..ir Cav, OPCOIT 1st En, 13th .. arines. (}Jeration.30otlp.nd terminf:'.ted,. 
Operation Pegasus initiated. 

s. .')oqucntial listing of Sit5ni.ficEUlt Lvonts 

a.. Combat 11is8ion8 assi.0'1ed~ 

(1) 1 at . .?latoon - GeJlorCl.1 5up;)ort of 3d harines and Task Force 
c;].earwe.ter".. 107 hours of white licht. 

(2) 2d Platoon - General ~upport of 9th l,arinos - ';5 hours of 
whi te 113ht. 

(3) 3d Ple.toon - General dupport of 2·,t), Larines and 1st j,ir 
t-avclry - 3 hours of white light. 

b. Si~-uifi ct'_nt U'pcrntions ccnc1uct, cl ~ 

( 1) Scotland (r:~UL.Ilg ~ri Province) 

(2) Lancaster II huang ':Cri 2rovince) 

( 3) I\entuck.v (qUEm g 'l ri Proviace) 

(4) i:'a:polean/jaline ('~Uf'..ng ~'ri ~ovinoe) 

(5) D;yemp.:rker ( unng Tri ?rovinco) 

( 6) Pegnsus ('),uang Tri ;70vinoo) 

c. Casualties inflictcCl on tho encmv= 33 KIA. 

d. Casualties sustained: ''':wo l\C~i., four WIA. 
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28 jar 1968. Third and final light and crew from 1st Platoon placed on
Navy patrol boat in support of Lask Force Clearwater and 3d Harines, OPCON
Task Force Clearweter. Scope of operations calls for three patrol boats
with searchlights and two gun boats as security to petrol the Cua Vict
River between Dong Ha and Faval Supply Activity, Cua. Viet. Lission is

to prevent mining of the friendly river MSR and cut enemy 11SR from the
North to Quang Tri City.

31 Mar 1968. One searchlight deadlined, turred in to FISG-B for repair.
26th Harines chooped OPCON from 3d liarDiv to 1st Air Caralry Division.
30 Platoon now direct support 26th Karine Regiment, general support 1st
Air Cav, OPCOIN 1st Bn, 13th marines. Operation Bootland terminated,
Operation Pegasus initiated.

5. Sequential listing of Significant Events

a. Combat Missions assigned:

(1) 1st Platoon - General Support of 3d Marines and Task Force
Clearweter - 107 hours of white light.

(2) 2d Platoon - General Support of 9th marines - 35 hours of
white light.

(3) 3d Platoon - General Support of 20th Larines and 1st Air
Cavalry - 3 hours of white light.

b. Significant Operations conduct d.

(1) Scotland (Quang Tri Province)

(2) Lancaster II (Quang Iri Province)

(3) Kentucky (Quang iri Province)

(4) l'apolean/saline (Queng Tri Province)

(5) Dyemarker ( uang Tri Province)

(6) Pegasus (Quang Tri ?Province)

c. Casualtics inflicted on the enemy: 33 KIA.

d. Casualties sustained: Two KIA, four WIA.
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e • l~'ew ioGhniqU08 of employment. ':i:he mobility gmnod by Ell11ployitli 
the sea.rcbliaht on pnuol boe.ts has greatly bproved ILlasle ?o:rco Clear­
wo;tcr' B capabUity to inte:rdict g major enem,r Loe with limit.od assetS. 

f. Iiqu1puent 

(1) ~~ of the ba.ttery searchlights are deadlined for ~d and 4til 
eehel~ repair. 

(2) 22~~ of the bflt-:;cry t+18 binocul~.rs ::.re ~e8,dlined for 3d end 
4th echalon repair. 

(:3) ~~ of the: ;-:ai;tery motor vehicle;s are deadlined for 2d echelon 
repair. 

s. Loe;i,rUcs. '.i:he overa.ll b:::ttcr.v logistics ~itue.tton is s.a.tisfa.ct<>ry. 
Battery motor tr~~sport' section statistics arc: 

(1) :toad l.iles - 665. 

(2) Personnel Trans)orted ~ 201. 

(~) Tons of sup~lios transported - 2,,24. 

h. PorSOl'lnel. ~crsonnel 8i tUE,tion ~_'e:'lains so,tisfl".ctmy. ;itatist:i..os 
are as follows: 

urf Enl 
~i:anaferred.5 9 
joined 0 12 

Copy to: 
CO, 12th llarines 

. :! 
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e. New techniques of employment. The mobility gained by employing
the searchlight on patrol boats has greatly improved Wask Force Clear-
water's capability to interdict E major enemy LOC with limited assets.

f. Equipment

(1) 58% of the battery searchlights are deadlined for 3d and 4th
cehelon repair.

(2) 22% of the battery M-18 binoculors are deadlined for 3d and
4th echolon repair.

(3) 8% of the battery motor vehicles are deadlined for 2d chelon
repair.

6. Logistics. The overall batterv logistics situation is satisfactory.
Battery motor transport section statistics are:

(1) Road liles - 665.

(2) Personnel Transported - 201.

(3) Tons of supplies transported - 2,324.

h. Personnel. Personnel situation remains satisfactory. statistics
are as follows:

Off Enl
Transferred 3 9
Joined 120

2c F. C. MOQUIEG

Copy to:

CO, 12th Marines

4 of 4

DECLASSIFIED


