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1ST SEARCHLIGHT BAT'lERY 
}d Marine Division(Rein), F.MF 

FPO San Francis co 96602 

C<mnaDd1ng Ot'tioer 

SLT Control No. 65-68 
Copy I or 9 oopies 

Fr:JlIl t 
Tot 
Via. 

Comm.,nAent o£ the Marine Corps (Code A03D) 

1
1) Commanding General, 3d Marine Div!sion(Rein), 1MF 
2) Comanding General, III Marine .Amphibious Force 
3) Canmantli ng General. Fleet. Marine Foroe t Pa.cif'ic 

Su.bj I Command Chronolog 

Ref': (a) MOO P5750.lA 
(b) FMFPacO 5750.8 

1. In accordance with referenoea~(.) and (b), the faUow~ report is 
submitted. 

2. Reporting Period. 1-~1 Ju.lJr 1968. 

3. Organizational Data, 

a.. Designation of Unit. Reporting Uni t 2~50~, lsj See:cchlight l3a.tte;z::r, 
;d Marine Division(Rein), BfF, J'PO San Frqno1s-oo 96602. 

b. Canmanding Officer. Captain Frederick C. McQuigg, 8 Feb1"l18rY' 1968 _ 
31 J~ 1968. 

c. Battery Ot!'icersl 

(1) lstLt Carl E. EASTWIOK • keoutive Officer 

(2) lstLt James W. HILL - Platoca Obmm~r, 3d Platoon. 

(3) Captain William K. ~W - ;Batter;y Ot/J.te~. 

d , Lo~a.t.:iOJiot '9nit .• 
29 Jup~. 1967 - ~»sant. 

e. Ba tteJ:Y strength, 

~C 
Ofr Enl 
-;- 97 
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SLT Control No. 65-68
1ST SEARCHLIGHT BATTERY Copy I of 9 copies

3d Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO San Francis co 96602

CEE mild

5750
3D MARDIV S&C FILE Ser: 001A22269

9 Aug 1968
BI#477268

SECRET

Commanding OfficerFrom:
Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code A03D)To:

(1) Commanding General, 3d Marine Division (Rein), FMFVia:
(2) Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force
(3) Commanding General, Floot Marine Force, Pacific

Subj: Command Chronology

(a) MCO P5750.1ARef:
(b) FMFPac0 5750.8:

1. In accordance with references((a) and (b), the following report is
submitted.

BTR
2. Reporting Period: 1-31 July 1968.

3. Organizational Data:

a. Designation of Unit. Reporting Unit 21503, 1st Searchlight Battery,
3d Marine Division (Rein), FMF, FPO San Francisco 96602.

cmb. Commanding Officer. Captain Frederick C. McQuigg, 8 February 1968 -
31 July 1968.

CHRON

C. Battery Officers:

(1) lstLt Carl E. EASTWICK - Executive Officer

(2) lstLt James W. HILL - Platoon Commander, 3d Platoon.

(3) Captain William K. LAW - Battery Officer.

know

d, Location of Unit: Dong Ha Combat Base, Republic of Vietnam,
29 June 1967 - present.

e. Battery Strength:

USMC USN
EnlOff Off Enl
97 0 24
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4. Narratiye *m. 

CEE,mld 
Ser I 01122269 
9 Aug 1968 

1 JuJ,y 1968. 'irst Platoon received incaning at Na.val Support 
Aotivi ty, Qua Viet. 

2 Jult 1968. !bird Pla.toon helilitted fran Xb.e Sa.nh Combat Base to 
-"anning Zone Stud. Liaison effected with 4th Marine Regiment. 

5 July 1968. A River Boat of River Seotion 543 sigted two campers 
at Yl> 627272; LCPL 21 vi th white lisbt provided illumination for sesroh 
of native craft. Third Platoon helilifted two searchlights to Landing 
Zone Shepard am one searchlight to Hill 950. 

6 July 1968. One searchligbt from Third Platoon returned to Dong 
Ha for further redeployment. 

10 July 1968. A demonstration of the capabilities of the 2, inch Xenon 
Searchlight in the visible and infrared modes was conducted tor the 
(;cmmanding officer of 3rd Ba.ttalion, 4th Marines, by 3m Platoon. 

11 July 1968. Members of the 2nd Platoon, 1st Searchlight :Battery 
and 1st Platoon, Echo Compan,y, 2nd Battalion, 26th Marines spotted 
with white light enemy movement located approximately' 300 meters 
southea.st of 0-2 Brid8e. 

12 July 1968. Third Patoon acquired Dual Blade searchlisbt fran 4th • 
Marines. 

14 July 1968. ~ movement at the same nature as on 11 Jul.3' 1968 
wa.s a.ga.:in sighted with a. searchlight southeast of 0-2 Bridge. .An 
srtiller.y mission ~a.s called on the activity and a. platoon sweep the 
following d~ found no evidence of kills. 

16 July 1968. The 2nd Patoon dd:.splaced one searchliaht from Dcmg Ha. 
one searchlight each frOIll CAP 3-4-4 and CAP 3-4-2 to Con Thien to aid 
in the support of the 9th Marines. The Fire Dire Dixection Center or 2nd 
:Battalion, 12th Marines acted as the Light Direotion Center. 

I7 .July 1968. Used four searohLghts of the 2nd Patoon at Con Thiel\ 
:for p.J:'oviding white light H&:I illumination at grids YD 095686 and 
YD 092690. 

18 July 1968. Infrared light ~s used in support of Project Have 
Fear, looated at OP 1 at C'.)~l Thien U:::efulness marginal due to heavy 
grou:p.d haze. Four or ill(;re ~nrL looflte(l ;"pproximately 125 meters 
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4. Narrative Summary:

1 July 1968. First Platoon received incoming at Naval Support
Activity, Cua Viet.

2 July 1968. Third Platoon helilifted from Khe Sanh Combat Base to
Landing Zone Stud. Liaison effected with 4th Marine Regiment.

5 July 1968. A River Boat of River Section 543 sigted two campers
at YD 627272; LCPL 21 with white light provided illumination for search
of native craft. Third Platoon helilifted two searchlights to Landing
Zone Shepard and one searchlight to Hill 950.

6 July 1968. One searchlight from Third Platoon returned to Dong
Ha for further redeployment.

10 July 1968. A demonstration of the capabilities of the 23 inch Xenon
Searchlight in the visible and infrared modes was conducted for the
commanding officer of 3rd Battalion, 4th Marines, by 3rd Platoon.

11 July 1968. Members of the 2nd Platoon, 1st Searchlight Battery
and 1st Platoon, Echo Company, 2nd Battalion, 26th Marines spotted
with white light enemy movement located approximately 300 meters
southeast of C-2 Bridge.

12 July 1968. Third Patoon acquired Dual Blade searchlight from 4th
Marines.

14 July 1968. Enemy movement of the same nature as on 11 July 1968
was again sighted with a searchlight southeast of C-2 Bridge. An
artillery mission was called on the activity and a platoon sweep the

following day found no evidence of kills.

16 July 1968. The 2nd Patoon displaced one searchlight from Dong Ha
one searchlight each from CAP 3-4-4 and CAP 3-4-2 to Con Thien to aid
in the support of the 9th Marines. The Fire Dire Direction Center of 2nd
Battalion, 12th Marines acted as the Light Direction Center.

17 July 1968. Used four searchlights of the 2nd Patoon at Con Thien
for providing white light H&I illumination at gride YD 095686 and
YD 092690.

18 July 1968. Infrared light was used in support of Project Have
Fear, located at OP 1 at Con Thien Usefulness marginal due to heavy
ground haze. Four or more IVL located approximately 125 meters
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IE 
southeast ot 0-2 Brid8e were sigthed with a searchlight. An artil1er,r 
mission was called on the e~ pOsitions. A subsequent sweep f'ound 
no kills. 

19 July 1968. !rhe 1st Platoon received incomixJg artillery a.t the 
Naval Support Aotivi ty', CUa Viet. A searchlight demonstration was 
ccnduoted by the 3rd Platoon for the Ocmnanding Officer of the 1st 
Battion, 4th Marines. During the demonstration three searohlights 
we:re employed in conneotion with the twin 40mn cannon (fuster) and 
l06mm reooilless rifles. Enemy movement was spotted with a searchlight 
from the 2nd Platoon approximately 900 northwest of 0-2 Bridge. The target· 
was not engaged due to prorlmi ty of .friendly troops. 

20 July 1968. The 2nd Platoon at Con Thien su.pported with inf'ra:t"9d 
light Projeot Have Fear at OP 1. An e~ position northwest ot OP 1 
was located, and engaged with artillery. No BlfA was attained. 

?l J~y 1968. The 2nd Platoon supported with infrared light ~ject 
Have Fear at OP 1 at Con Thien. Enemy- position northwest of' OP 1 was 
engaged with artillery. No BllA W!pS attained. 

22 July 1~8. One NVA to the northwest of 0-2 BricJge and moving 
north was sightec1 by observers or the 2nd Platoon, Echo Company, 2nd 
13attruion, 26th Maxims. Tarset was illuminated with white lisht and 
engaged with 8lmm mortars. .A squad size d sweep found no evidence 
of a kill. ~e 3rd Platoon acquired anothar Dual Blade searohlight 
.from the 3~ Mar~es'at Camp.OBrroll. 

23 Ju..1.y 1968. LCPL 25 with searchlight spotted 5 people on shore near 
~n old house at grid YD 298654. Four M-79 warning shots were fired, 
whioh resulted in drawing a crowd of 30..50 people. The boat returned af'ter 
30 minutes and fired on the crowd with M-79, wounding three people. 'the 
Popular Foroes were oalled and boat retired. 

25 July 1966. First Platton reoeived incoming at Naval Support 
.A,"\Uvity, Oua Viet. 

2'6 July 1966. LOFt 25 equipped with a searchlight sighted two 
people in a dsserted village. When pemission to fire was granted 
the pC:()j?13 ha.d disappeared. Area was reconnoiter by fire with M-79. 

5. Sequential Listing of Signifioant Events 

a.. Combat }lisBions ascignea.: 
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southeast of C-2 Bridge were sigthed with a searchlight. An artillery
mission was called on the enemy positions. A subsequent sweep found
no kills.

19 July 1968. The 1st Platoon received incoming artillery at the
Naval Support Activity, Cua Viet. A searchlight demonstration was
conducted by the 3rd Platoon for the Commanding Officer of the 1st
Battion, 4th Marines. During the demonstration three searchlights
were employed in connection with the twin 40mm cannon (Duster) and
106mm recoilless rifles. Enemy movement was spotted with a searchlight
from the 2nd Platoon approximately 900 northwest of C-2 Bridge. The targetwas not engaged due to proximity of friendly troops.

20 July 1968. The 2nd Platoon at Con Thien supported with infrared
light Project Have Fear at OP 1. An enemy position northwest of OP 1
was located, and engaged with artillery. No BNA was attained.

21 July 1968. The 2nd Platoon supported with infrared light Project
Have Fear at OP 1 at Con Thien. Enemy position northwest of OP 1 was
engaged with artillery. No BNA was attained.

22 July 1968. One NVA to the northwest of C-2 Bridge and movingnorth was sighted by observers of the 2nd Platoon, Echo Company, 2nd
Battalion, 26th Marines. Target was illuminated with white light and
engaged with 81mm mortars. A squad size d sweep found no evidence
of a kill. The 3rd Platoon acquired another Dual Blade searchlight
from the 3rd Marines at Camp .Carroll.

23 July 1968. LCPL 25 with searchlight spotted 5 people on shore near
an old house at grid YD 298654. Four M-79 warning shots were fired,
which resulted in drawing a crowd of 30-50 people. The boat returned after
30 minutes and fired on the crowd with M-79, wounding three people. The
Popular Forces were called and boat retired.

25 July 1966. First Platton received incoming at Naval Support
Activity, Cua Viet.

26 July 1968. LCPL 25 equipped with a searchlight sighted two
people in a deserted village. When permission to fire was granted
the people had disappeared. Area was reconnoiter by fire with M-79.

5. Sequential Listing of Significant Events

a Combat Missions assigned:
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3 
(1) let Pl.a. toon - Direct support of 1st Marines, Task Force 

Clea1."'water, Dong He. Combat Base, and 1st Amtrack Battalion. 

(2) 2nd Platoon - Direct support of let Marines, CAP 3-4-4." 
OAF 3-4-2.r " 

(3) 3rd Platoon - Direct support of Task Force Hotel. 

b. Operations conduoted~ 

(I) Sootlc:n1 IT. 

(2) Lancaster II 

f'7,) 
\.-- ~elltu(\k;r 

(4) 1Tapolean/Sa.1ine 

(5) Thor 

(6) Highrise 

(7) Righrise/Thor 

3~ Casualties inflioted on the enemy: none 
1 • 

d" New techniqueg of ·em.91oyment. The 2nd Platoon operated far: the 
first time under thEl· control of a Lisht Direction Center located in the 
Fire Di:r.:ection Center of the 2nd Battalion, 12th Marines. 

0" (!a.e"'.1.e.l ties erustained, 1 WI! 

(1) 33%- of the searchlights !'W:'e deadlined for 3~d end 4th eohelon 
r3paix" 4 searchlights were turned into FLSG-~ and 2 were returned. 

(2) 12% of the NIB bino(,'".lars are del3C!lined for 3m a.rd 4th echelon 
re:p2:).rs o 3 pa:i.r ma bino~ula.rs turnl3d into FI,SC-B o.nd 2 were returned. 

(3) 13% of the motor vehioles are deadlined for 2nd and 4th 
eohelon repa.irs. 

t?;. I.oeiatics. The c.~Qral1 logistics si tmtion remains aatisfacto1y. 
MotQ~ t~a.nsparl str>.tisi.;l'ls ["~:r.e as follows: 

(1) Road Miles: 1.425 
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(1) 1st Platoon - Direct support of 1st Marines, Task Force
Clearwater, Dong Ha Combat Base, and 1st Amtrack Battalion.

(2) 2nd Platoon - Direct support of 1st Marines, CAP 3-4-4. and
CAP 3--4-2.

(3) 3rd Platoon - Direct support of Task Force Hotel.

b. Operations conducted:

(1) Scotland II

(2) Lancaster II

(3) Zentucky

(4) Napolean/Saline

(5) Thor

(6) Highrise

(7) Highrise/Thor

3. Casualties inflicted on the enemy: none

d. New techniques of employment. The 2nd Platoon operated for the
first time under the control of a Light Direction Center located in the
Fire Direction Center of the 2nd Battalion, 12th Marines.

Co Casualties sustained: 1 WIA

In Equipment:

(1) 3370 of the searchlights are deadlined for 3rd end 4th echelon
repair. 4 searchlights were turned into FLSG-B and 2 were returned.

(2) 12% of the M18 bincculars are deadlined for 3rd and 4th echelon
repairs. 3 pair M18 binoculars turned into FISC-B and 2 were returned.

(3) 13% of the motor vehicles are deadlined for 2nd and 4th
echelon repairs.

3's Logistics. The overall logistics situation remains satisfactory.
Motor transport statistics are as follows:

(1) Road Miles: 1.425
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(2) Personnel transported. 1695 

(3) Suppl1ee transporteds 34 tOl'lS 
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h. PeJZsonnel. The 0YeraJ.l personnel situation is satisf'actozJ'. 
Statistias tDr t.be JlQfttb. ~ 8.S tollows: 

Cow tOI 

CO; 12th Har.l.nl e 
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(2) Personnel transported: 1695

(3) Supplies transported: 34 tons

h. Personnel. The overall personnel situation is satisfactory.Statistics for the month are as follows:

Off Enl
Transferred 1 5
Joined 1 8

Within K SIN
William K. LAW

Copy to:

co, 12th Marines
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