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Frome Commanding Officer
To:  Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code AO3D)

Via: (1) Commanding General, 3d Marine Division(Rein), FMF
2) Commanding General, IIT Marine Amphibious Force
3) Commanding General, Flset Marine Foroe, Pacific
Subj: Command Chronology

Ref's Eag MCO PS5750.14
. b) FMFPacO 575048

1. In acoordance with references {a) and (b), the fallowing report is
submitted.

2. Reporting Periods 1-31 July 1968.
3. Organizational Datas

8. Domignation of Unit. Reporting Unit 21503, lst Searchlight Battexy,
3d Marine Division(Rein), FMF, FPO San Frqnoisce 96602.

b. Commanding Officer, Captain Frederick f. McQuigg, 8 February 1968 -
31 July 1968.

cs Battery Officers:
(1) 1stlLt Carl B. EASIWICK = Exeoutive 0fficer
(2) 1stlt James W, HILL = Platoon Commagder, 3d Platoon.
(3) captain William K. LAW - Battery Offieer,

d, Location of Tnits pPong Ha Combat Base; Republic of Vietnam,

29 June 1967 = presaent. _ » %&X‘i&

e. Battery Strengths: ’ - %SQ& X?;&
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4. Narrative Suimery:

1 July 1968. Pirst Platoon received inoaming at Naval Support
ActiVity’ Cua Viet.

Z July 1968. Third Platoon helilifted from Khe Sanh Combat Base to
Landing Zone Stud, ILiaison effected with 4{th Marine Regiment.

5 July 1968, A River Boat of River Section 543 sigted two campers
at YD 627272; LCPL 21 with white light provided illumination for search
of native craft, Third Platoon helilifted two searchlights te Landing
Zone Shepard and one searchlight to Hill 950,

6 July 1968. One searchlight from Third Platoon returned to Dong
He, for further redeployment.

10 July 1968. A demonstration of the capabilities of the 23 inch Xenon
Searchlight in the visible and infrared modes was conducted for the
cemmanding of ficer of 3rd Battalion, 4th Marines, by 3rd Plateon.

11 July 1968, Members of the 2nd Flatoon, lst Searchlight Battery
and 1st Platoon, Bcho Company, 2nd Battalion, 26th Marines spotted
with white light enemy movement located approximately 300 meters
goutheast of C=2 Bridges

12 July 1968. Third Patoon acquired Dusl Blade searchlight fram 4th . .

Mearines.

14 July 1968, Enemy movement of the same nature as on 11 July 1968
was again sighted with a searchlight southeast of C«2 Bridge. An
artillery mission was called on the aoctivity and a platoon sweep the
following day found no evidence of killa.

16 July 1968, The 2nd Patoon displaced one searchlight from Dong Ha
one searchlight each from CAP 3«-4~4 and CAP 3-4-2 to Con Thien to aid
in the support of the 9th Marinea. The Fire Dire Direction Center of 2nd
Battalion, 12th Marines acted as the Light Direction Center.

17 July 1968, Used four searchlights of the 2nd Patoon at Con Thien
tor providing white light H&T illumination at grids YD 095686 and
YD 092690,

18 July 1968, Infrared light was used in supnart of Project Have

Fear, located at OP 1 at Con Thien Usefulness marginal due to heavy
ground haze. Four or mcre (V. locate¢ wpproximately 129 meters

2 cf5

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED
- 1 | JUN

CEEsmld
. Sers (Q1A22269
9 Aug 1968

southeast of Ce2 Bridge were sigthed with a searchlight, An artillery

mission was oalled on the enemy positions., A subsequent sweep found
no killse. R

19 July 1968. The lst Platoon received inceming artillery at the
Naval Support Activity, Cua Viet. A searchlight demonstration was
ccnducted by the 3rd Platoon for the Commanding Officer of the lat
Battion, 4th Marines. During the demonstration three searchlights
were employed in comnection with the twin 40mm cammon (Duster) and
106m recoilless rifles, Enemy movement was spotted with a searchlight
from the 2nd Platoon approximately 900 northwest of (-2 Bridge. The target -
was not engaged due to proximity of friendly troops,

20 July 1968, The 2nd Platoon at Con Thien supported with infrared
light Project Have Fear at OP 1, An enemy position northwest of OP 1
was located, and engeged with artillery. No BNA was attained,

21 July 1968. The 2nd Platoon supported with infrared light Project
Have Fear at OP 1 at Con Thien., Enemy position northwest of OP 1 was
engaged with artillery. No BNA wgs attained.

22 July 1268, Ome NVA to. the northwest of C-2 Bridge and moving
north was sighted by observers of the 2nd Platoon, Echo Company, 2nd
Battalion, 26th Marines. Target was illuminsted with white light and
engaged with 8lmm mortars. A squad size d sweep found no evidence
of a kille The 3rd Platoon acquired another Dual Blade searchlight
from the 3rd Marines-at Camp .Carroll.

23 July 1968. LCPL 25 with searchlight spotted 5 people on shore near
en old house at grid YD 298654, Four M-79 warning shots were fired,
which resulted in drawing a crowd of 30-50 peovle, The boat returned after
50 minutes and fired on the crowd with M-79, wounding three people. The
Popular Forces were called and boat retired.

25 July 1966s First Platton received incaming at Naval Support
Asctivity, Cua Viet. .

26 July 1966. LCPL 25 equipped with a searchlight sighted twe
pecple in & deserted village. When permission to fire was granted
the peopic had disappeared. Area was recomnoiter by fire with M~T79.
5« Sequential Listing of Significant Events

as Combat Missioms ascigneds
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(1) 1st Platoon - Direct support of lst Marines, Task Force
Cleaivwater, Dong Ha Combat Base, and lat Amtrack Battalion.

(2) 2nd Platoon - Direct support of 1lst Marines, CAP 3-4-4, and
GAP 3-4‘-2‘(" s

{3) 3rd Platoon - Direct support of Task Force Hotel.
b. Operations conducteds
(1) scotlard 17
{2) Lancaster IT
2} Zentucky
(4) Fapolean/Saline
{5) Thor
(6) Highrise
(7) Eighrise/Thor
3» Casualties infiioted on the enemy: none
d» New techniques of -employment. The 2nd Platoon operated for the
first {time under the control of a Iight Direction Center located in the
Fire Direction Center of the 2nd Battalion, 12th Marines,
0, OCasualties susteined: 1 WIA
o Bauipments

{1) 33 of the seaxchlights are deadlined for 3rd emd 4th echelon
rapaire 4 searchlights were turmed into FL3G-B and 2 were returned.

{2) 12% of the M18 binocvlars are dcadlined for 3rd anmd 4th echelon
repairs. 3 pair MI8 binorulars bturned into FLSC-B and 2 were returned.

{3} 13% of the motor vehicles are deadlined for 2nd and 4th
echelon rcpairs.

g, Iogistics. The cvarall logistics situation remains satisfactory.
¥otor transport stotistiss are as follows:

(1) Road Miles: 1.425
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(2) Personnel transparteds 1695
(3) Supplies transported: 34 toms

he Persomel. The overall personnel situation is satigfactoxy,
Statistios for the month are as follows:

orf Enl
Transfoxred 1l 5
Joined 1 8
\ e, KRN
William Ko LaW
Comy to:
00y 12th Mariyes
50of §
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