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From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding General, 3d Karine Division, FMF

Subj: Command Chronology for the period 1 August 1968 to 31 August 1968
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C{~'{'3[x/'0~ ,(~;, 

16 .Allg J~r6[ :. ~J. h.u;. . ( 

2 ( L(:C/', 'lClf 
"";~_1·:t=~ 

~, .!h.1g-7 [tug 1968 "" 'I\e-o l311 lIowit,!3t'J."c: (:':110) ,;>.t (':-l~ RVN 
d A1:;.g-31 Aug 15(>8 •• Two gn '{O'.dtzer:] (l~D.D) ~t, .1.-.3 .. 2VN 

~ Aug~15 Aug 1968 .,- 1110 811 'k1'lo1itr.el'l3 U'liO) d .. ~~cl:kp.l.f!Jn: 
.: () Aug • ..25 Aug 1568 ." 'r\W ell !{O'lo.ri.tZt':l'S (YI10, fit c·;', }"iI:v 
::6 Aug~Jl Aug ls6f ,. Two Er H.;twifizGl:.'s (fU1U; It ftaLt:t:'::'~E'. :e:[ 

,\ug~'3 Aug 1>66 '$ '(\010 C· EON:l.t.Zs'1.'3 (ifl.llO) ~t c";"~!1 :i.'!fW 
Aug-5 Aug 1:;68 ~ T~o 8" HawH'Z:.rs {nolO) at A-4, Il',·j·: 

<: :~ug-7 Aug lSt6B - 'Two (II iiCi,~;_t,~e:"~; ("llO) £1: ( .• 2)1 :?YN 
Al!g~Jl Al,lg lS68 ~ Twv I}' !~O\riit:r,e:t'<t (t'~110)at \wJt;, i'Til 

;f'~7!:~.":."':'.~';'I:" "' , , ~:':') 
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PART I

Enclosure (/ )
(RGANERATIONAL DATA

COMANCE1. DESTINATION

1st I Howitzer Battery (5°) Kajor F.I. CARD

1 Aug 1968 en as Aug

Capt. P.I. PRINTED
087362/0100
16 Aug 1958 1

2, LOCATION

"A" Platoon

Augw? Aug 1968 in Two 5th Howitzers (MM)0) at 0-1, RVN:
8 Aug-31 Aug 1968 .. Two for Nowitzero (M1)0) st A-3, RVN

Platoon

Aug-15 Aug 1968 - Two 8th Howitzers (M120) at Rockpile, R7N
16 Aug-25 Aug 1968 = Two 8" Howitzers (1110) at C. HVN
26 Aug-31 Aug 1968 as Two a Howitzers (M110) at Rockpile RUN

"C" Platoon

Aug-3 Aug 1968 * Two E Howitzers (M110) at C-?, RVN
Aug-5 Aug 1968 or Two 8th Howitsers (H110) at Add RVN1.

Aug-7 Aug 1968 - Two (" Howitzers (M110) at C.2, RVN
Aug-31 Aug 1968 2 Two 8th Nowitzers (M120) at A-13, OVN

UNCLASSIFIED

3. STARS OFFICERS

NOT APPLICABLE

40 AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

DAYUSMC
OFFOFF

of 180

OFPAGE IC
Enclosure
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!nolo&ure (') 

During the month of August n 13" Platoon has been under the OFCGI 01' 
4th Bn .. , 12th ~·~arlne8. Their pri.mar;y 1111581011, fran both the Rockplle and 
0-2 bas been to support infantry operatiObs" 

ne fl Platoon waS uMer the OPC~ of the loetb Artillery Group (U.S. 
Army) on 4 aDLl. 5 AuguBt .. On 8 August, both "A "and "C n came undor t.he OPCCN 
of the lOOth Artil.ler;y Groupo Their pr1mar7 mis8ion has been the ,1e8truction 
of enemy artiU~ weapons., In the month of August" tb16 unit bas been accredlted 
with 19 enemy guns destroyed and an addlt10DB1 2$ enem.r g\1D8 daaged. 

TC· Platoon, firing fran A-4 (Con 1'h1en}7'aJ,80 eagaged probable heli­
copters on several occasions. Three timed' tha7 tired at tugets descr:lbed by 
F .0.'8 as IIhelicoptars OD the deck" • AU toree times the F.O,. reported seeing. 
secondary explosions and resv.ltant fires. On another occasion, "e " Platoon 
engaged helicopters in l'light using the method described in enclof>'Ure (2) g 

During the month of August, the holdt.era of tbis comanci fired 237 
observed missions and .'344 unobserved missions" expending S7)8 rounds oTn'l06 
(HE) and 26 rounds o£ ~ (lrs:)' -

Alsoincluded in this report is the informal . fter action report on 
Operation ,[,hor which this unit took partin durinp: the month of ,Tuly" 
Operationl'hor was the largest operation lrJ supporting &rIIS in this waro It 
combined massive air power (both B-S2 aDd TacAil" Sorties) with the firepowex' 
of 48" Hovttllers, 4 l'75MM Gun Batt~;ri'" aM 4 155r·1'! Howit.ser Batteries II The 
rel)ort was not available at the end of last month 

PART III 

SEQU'!:T'IAL l13TTI!G of SIGNUICANT EVEl-JTS 

A. 2.:'l'BAT MISSICIi ASSIGNED 

G~NmAL SUPPmT OF THE THIRD YARINE DTVIStm 

B.. SIGlUFlCANT OF.!:RATIGNS eqroUCTED 

1" Operat1on Kentuclq 
2.. Operat1on H1gbrise 
30 Operation Sal1nell 
4." Opera t101l Lancas ter II 
5.. Operation Lancaster Juq 
60 Operation Scotland East 
70 Opera tion H1ghr1se Thor 

Co CASUALTD5 INFLICTED aJ THE ENEt,rr 

DECLASSIFIED 

holoa'ttre (I) 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL PART II

Enolosure NARRATIVE SU TAY

During the month of August "B" Platoon has been under the OPC ON of

4th Bn., 12th Marines. Their primary mission, from both the Rockpile and

C-2 has been to support infantry operations.
"C" Platoon was under the OPC ON of the 108th Artillery Group (U.S.

Army) on 4 and 5 August. On 8 August, both "A "and "C" came under the OPC ON

of the 106th Artillery Group. Their primary mission has been the destruction

of enemy artillary weapons. In the month of August, this unit has been accredited

with 19 enemy guns destroyed and an additional 25 enemy guns damaged.
C # Platoon, firing from A-4 (Con Thien), also engaged probable heli-

copters on several occasions. Three times they fired at targets described by

F.O.'s as "helicopters on the deck". All three times the F.O. reported seeing

secondary explosions and resultant fires. On another occasion, "C " Platoon

engaged helicopters in flight using the method described in enclosure (2).

During the month of August, the howitzers of this command fired 237

observed missions and 344 unobserved missions, expending 5738 rounds of 1106

(HE) and 26 rounds of M404 (HE)
Also included in this report is the informal fter action report on

Operation Thor which this unit took part in during the month of July.

Operation Thor was the largest operation by supporting arms in this war. It

combined massive air power (both B-52 and TacAir Sorties) with the firepower

of 4 8" Howitzers, 4 175MM Gun Batteries, and 4 155MM Howitzer Batteries. The

report was not available at the end of last month

PART III

SEQUENTIAL LISTING of SIGNIVICANT EVENTS

A. COMBAT MISSION ASSIGNED

GENERAL SUPPORT OF THE THIRD MARINE DIVISION

B. SIGNIFICANT OPERATIONS CONDUCTED

1. Operation Kentucky
2. Operation Highrise
3. Operation Saline II
40 Operation Lancaster II
5. Operation Lancaster July
6. Operation Scotland East
7. Operation Highrise Thor

C. CASUALTIES INFLICTED ON THE ENENY

1. 11 Confirmed KIA's
2. 37 Probable KIA's
3. 19 Artillery Guns Destroyed Enclosure (/)
4. 25 Artillery Guns Damaged
5. 4 Helicopters Destroyed (Protable)

Probable,66
3rdOWNGRADED AT

DECLASSIFIED2AFT TER 18 YEARS

DECLASSIFIED
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Enolosure <I ) PART HI (COllt,) 

'/0 r F'ighting Holes Destroyeci 
80 42 Bunkers Destroyed 
9.. 6 BunkeHl Damaged 
100 7 Structures Destroyed 
11" 1 Str\!I}ture Dam6.geci 
12 c 10.) Y.eters of Trenchllne Dest.royed 
1)" 1 Bridge Damaged 
140 92 SEicondar7 Explosions 
1$.. lh SecOl.'".Idary Fires 
16. 1 O. r· <. Tower DaIr~ged 
17" 1 Tru~k Dest-royed 
lE /l 1 Raciio Antenna Destroyed 
190 1 Amml.< Dump Destroyed (Burmed for 2~ hours) 
20., 1 Sal1rr.an w/supplies Destroyed 

"3 Q "Ii TEG!nUQUES SrPLOYID 
See Enclosure (2) 

F 0 CCl1':ANV RZIA7IQ1S 
rn.-~'-. 

"NCI AJ'~lrl[D ~. U .J~llu r l ... 
/ 

G • EQlJ IFt-fF-rIT 
The "'Sb Howitaers (HllO) continue t.o tunctlm satlstactori17o The 

obta1mr...g of repJaceaent parts ia an ever ... :tncreasiIlg problan .. As a re­
sult, G weapon maysometimeB be II dfJtlill tar several cia,. tor lack of a 
minor part .. The l-iotor Transport Des.dl1ne rate is increasin& slightly, 
also due to a ·lack ot replac8Jl1ent parts 0 Wa have )"at to rece1ve allY of 
the new M151 3eepe 0 

HI> LOGISTI.CS We'are able to resupply all our positions with no major difficulties 
except us noted in a., above ~ 

I. CIVIC AGTI<J.l 
-- The ~ P pl'ogram far the village outside 0-1» which this un1 t we 
inStrUI"antal in start1Jlg, hns been taken over alllloet ccaplete17 b;r &l _ U oS • 
Arrq unit ( C-l-hotb Artiller,- na:tte1'7) at C-h The corpilmD aeslped to 
"A" Platoon does make the trip !rom A-3 to C-1 at least once a week t.o 
assist the U oS. Arrq mediCI) 

l< • PE.t:? S a·nEt 
-- Th~aT3a.tter.r baa joiuld ;W and dropped 20 enllsted lWl, resultiI\i in 8. 

personr.sl operating percent.'ige of 64 .. 'I'he Pitta., has JoiDad 1 and dropped 
! officers, resulting in an opera~ percent.age o;~ !!,.o E ~ I) 

DOWNGRADED AT.,3 - YEAF INtt.'RV t - • _ no 'Ilre ( 
DECLAS~? AiTE! 12 ~.'\.~ .. _ 

POD DIR 5?00.10 
11,\1 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

PART III (cont)
Enclosure

7. 2 Fighting Holes Destroyed
8. 42 Bunkers Destroyed
9. 6 Bunkers Damaged
10. 7 Structures Destroyed
11. 1 Structure Damaged
12. 105 Meters of Trenchline Destroyed
13. 1 Bridge Damaged
14. 92 Secondary Explosions
15. 14 Secondary Fires
16. 1 O.P. Tower Damaged
17. 1 Truck Destroyed
18. 1 Radio Antenna Destroyed
19. 1 Ammo Dump Destroyed (Burned for 2 1/2 hours)
20. 1 Sampan w/supplies Destroyed

UNCLASSIFIED
D. CASUALITIES SUSTAINED

Two (2) WIA

E. NEW TECHNIQUES EXPLOYED
See Enclosure (2)

F. COMAND REIATIONS
N/A

G. EQUIPMENT
The 8th Howitsers (M110) continue to function satisfactorily. The

obtaining of replacement parts is an ever-increasing problem. As a re-

sult, a weapon may sometimes be "down" for several days for lack of a

minor cart. The Motor Transport Desdline rate is increasing slightly,
also due to a lack of replacement parts. We have yet to receive any of

the new M151 jeepe.

H. LOGISTICS
We are able to resupply all our positions with no major difficulties

except as noted in G. above.

I. CIVIC ACTION
The MEDCAP program for the village outside C-1, which this unit was

trueental in starting, has been taken over almost completely by a U.S.

Army unit ( C-1-40th Artillery Battery) at C-1. The corpourn assigned to

"A" Platoon does make the trip from A-3 to C-1 at least once a week to

assist the U.S. Army medic.

J. ADMINISTRATION
No problems

K. PERSONNEL
The Battery has joined 20 and dropped 20 enlisted men, resulting in a

personnal operating percentage of 34. The Battery has joined 3 and dropped
2 officers, resulting in an operating percentage of 82.

Enclosure (/)DOWNGRADED AT 3 -YEAR INTERV
DECLASST MED AFTER 12 Apr.

DOD DIR 5200.10

DECLASSIFIED
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tJno1osnre (f) 

L.. n:Ti:1}~ICH~l\CE 
~--·No""c;;-rr.:m';nt 

M 0 Ccti(U1nCAT!CNS· 

0" 

.....,...,commuiifcat::l.ons have ~en. mOT'e dif.fi~u.lt to 1\~.1 rt.'lin. OJ1H to "inor'e-.as€.U 
dist~nces batliaan pJ.a.tCOl"'i,S" VIA I3S.S l'... t;OO.'-'lpt:tng +'0 '~lleviat~· t .. n.B by It("'uJ.'"lt~ tie: 
the ~W~92 ~a on tei.eph(lnp. 1iole~ () 

w'Efl. THER 
-'5enerally hot,wind.y', and clea;.' w.i.th ¢eeas1i:}~J, tbundel'rlh"Tl'fel:'h .• 

IW .. >{,,! IV 

SUPP,:RTINC DOCUrEN'i.'S 
......... •. f6·j""""'!li>t""~~.n~ 

10 Af't.~;:::',4l.ct.ioll P.eVQ.r1~ 011 Opel'';' tiou 'rhD~" (::1:nclosurri 1; 
2 I) h:p}Atr.ation of Sysi"ell l.!itl<1 to Jl t.t~LC~ !felicopterD;.i: :Highii (Etv;:lfiIJUI'E> 2) 

Eno1ostt1'~ (I' 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONTIDENTIAL

Enolosure (/)
L. INTELLIGENCE

No Comment

M. COM UNICATIONS
Communications have been more difficult to maintain due to increased

distances between platoons. We are attempting to alleviate this by accounting

the RC-292's on telephone poles.

N. WEATHER
Generally hot,windy, and clear with occasional thundershowers.

O. FIRE SUPPORT
N/A

P. AIR SUPPORT
N/A

ACTIVATIONS DEACTIVATIONS / REDESIGNATIONSQc
None

PART IV

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

1. After-Action Report on Operation Thor (Enclosure 1)
2. Explanation of System Used to Attack Helicoptera is Flight (Suclcare 2)

UNCLOSSIVE

10OF Enolosure (1)6PAGE
DOWNGRADED AT33 -YEAR INTERV
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEAR:
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08NFI~KEIA~ 

DIFG'?l.t;AL A.Y'I' ~R. ACTICN HEPffiI' ct~ OF.F:H.A'II(]\ THill 
~::o..-;;;.:-~..-......-,.,.....,.. __ ... .t~~I_""""""""'.""""'~ ___ ~--"-. 

1" Stati.stical Summary 

(1) Obs~ed missic:JS .. 42 
ROlJ.l.ds fired on .observed arn-SiUI18 .. f87 }{f;, 4:J. P'L.·ee.racko:.' 

(2) Unobserved ldssions .• 201 
ROl.1DdB fl.l~ed· on unobserved missio:na ..... 1501 HR~ 14 Fu"ecrackp.r 

0) Total rounds r~t'ed - 2394 HE" ;5S Firecraeks:>' 

(1.j.) Observed IT,iaslcns wi t..b nega ti va surva1llsJ.lC0 (ibClwl1ng f! 100 X lOJi' 
with no X'Gport ol" W!Agl:t) - 20 

(a) Bui::.dings destroyed ~. 65 

(b) Buildings damaged ,. 1, 

(c) BcnkerD cbme.~a.-l .. 9 

(a) Secondary 8xploal0D6 = l2 

(f') SecorAiary .fires - 20 

(g) FIlel dUlilpB - 4~ 

(i) Artillery pheoa ",. ~ (prcobablte) 

pr::m 1 . OF' 10 
......,x: __ ----....... ''':~< • ..,..----.... --

I DOWNGRADED AT 3 - YEAR Ur:-ERrr' - -

l" DEQWIED .,TER I2 TE!' , 

Enoloatrre < I ) 

_ ~ 5(00.10 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIB-NTIAL

(1))

INFORMAL AFTER ACTION REPORT ON OPERATION THER

1. Statistical Summary

(1) Observed missions - 42
Rounds fired on observed missions - 887 HE, 42 Firecracker

(2) Unobserved missions - 201
Rounds fired on unobserved missions * 1507 HE Us Firecracker

(3) Total rounds fired - 2394 HE, 55 Firecracicar

(4) Observed missicus with negative surveillance (including "100 X 100"
with no report of damage) - 20

(5) Reported damage inflicted by 22 observed missions

(a) Buildings destroyed 1 65

(b) Buildings damaged C. 1

(c) Bunkers damaged - 5

(a) Bunkers destroyed as 6

(a) Secondary explosions I 12

(f) Secondary fires - 20

(g) Fuel dumps - 43

(h) Artillery pieces on 2

(1) Artillery pieces e. 1 (probable)

(3) Meters of trenchline - 55

UNCLASSIFIED
(k) Fighting holes 497 6

(3.) Pack animals or 3

(n) KJA (confirmed) - 3

(a) KIA (probable) - 2

10OF7PAGE
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2 u Chronology of Signj.ri,~atl't EYentfoJ 

{l) en 2 July 1900, th:i.s unit. m·~ved into Po~:;.t"i oa .. \. A-3" T~e .:om,-oy 
experienced SClr:.e initlB,l operat.ioD.nl con.fusion since U· i,,13 f0l'1'11;;:;d. d' .sle~ 
menta coming i'"cOlr. i'ou:;·:, d1!'.f'erent locat:1::l!W ( C-l, C-2 j C ... Jt and Dc;·ng Ha) .. 
'l'ha tr-<:.lS vsr~ ~ pooi t:lon# laid, and rf'Ad7 to fUe by 1.50L .. 

(2) On 5 JuJ.y 1968. from 085.5 toO 1200,. tllis u.'1it. fired .a Dct.s:licc ell a 
" forti.f1ed ville rr;, Total rounds axpended lRl8 116 .... i t.h a s.\l"Ve:1l.la.1cf; or 
15 trllildings dest.royedl ~ f".J.el dump di~stru;red (, we uuits wt:t'e .f'.u~ing on it" 
this unU received hal.! credit) I 2 large eecOl.ld&rie8, and 2 .HICOruUu~1' :~;i.."res" 

(J) Cn 5 Jul-y 1).68, from 2000· to 2000" thls unit fi.retil.t a f!UBpEm~~ed 
Regt..1Joonta.l CP .. This mat was given a bOX 1000 .",tel's by 550 ,\eta!'~ ~POt1 
which t.o fire .. l'he box was divided laterallJr into J ... buxoes 2~O X 550., Eac-.h 
gun was g1-ve1":' 2 deflections and 3 quadrants aw d:l.rected ".-0 X: re J rouncis 
at each of ita defl.ect.1on""Quad.n~·nt Bstt:!.nga .. Total expaudit.un. ns ?? rO'Jm!" 0 

The masion \laS o.ffic::'.ally obse::.'"Ved but several SOCOD!.la:r;:r .t'll'e, c(',uld bf; st:o.,n 
.fr<Jl!l A··) .. 

(5: On 8 July 1968, this -uult l'~.n:,:rogreded .fro'.:. A-,J back 'CpO ;;':i~ l::Jr'i$viol..t.~ 
positions .. This cOIlVc-y experimlcoo. rlO dltfic.'Ul!.tie:s .. 

3" I~~sonn Learned 
(1) No nell lesson;:, were lea.;,'nad ac Uli5 vSbJ'i'irt.ua.1 r. 0,' the '::''':''k t1 

arf,iLlu:y" i)pera 'l#lon~ 

4, In'ftOV& t10ns 
(1, N,) i!alOvat.io.."lS yere de~d '1~'Jaif:lt.tary~ • . _. -, .~~:~ 

5 •. ~r;o~~~~~ uni~ "",'M "_i~ ..... r_ dJllClASSlFIED 
both. t-"'&"'1S,-<itti:1g an<1 l"3C~d:ving on. the AN/FRC~5'.5. imr!Jeli~~biJ'ore; -t:l-.ltiDis ) 
and up to '$-.3{) minutes afte.r R--52 str-ike2 were he:td. OVe..\" t'h$ ·~:z" The 
Canmun:icatlona Chief cf this un;.t .• after cheek:1.lle all othe-l' poEsi ,=,U~i.."j.l.~i!t> 
th-eori1:'ad. that pCEsibJ.y ECH geal~ ou the 'B-52 's WB c:£1.1sing the a.ifn~uHM.,(!~ 

(2) Numerous proU.am...q wit.h u.a1ntenIJ.nce of th5 lIeapor:'; C1er-e!moount;..c;;!'w 
r:1eE;s ,;1pl-'al'en1;ly s'!;emliled 1'r(,lU lE~ck or 3XCl'cise givant.he g\\tl5' durinf:": th8ir 
J..~)ng ~tay8 it. stated ["OSitic,llS-=, 

f. 3) Dile to hast~l ,~cc·l.Ipe.tion of t.hepoaition and t.he he.E!.VY lc1ij p12.(:ed ,In 
t.he engine;;l's ?l'im' t.c t.he oper!I:tion~ qu:t' gLUl pas:!. vi:>!!£! Wf:I"'e not B~t.i~i·ect:.'):r.y" 
The pl"Gject,ile a.nd th~ p:\'(\~:;llant pit.s on the g!lllL'l~na: only I'ArtlJ11.1y COVel,-&,1" 
1'h~ fm~'pltim.Emta.J.'j' powO.9X' !\l1.G. !JIojac'd:Je pits "W~re no~ covered" Ii' '''E! h.z.ci been 
BubJf.'c~~ed to .'lr:Q. a.c:;u;;a'~3 incCjr,j ng.~ ,,,{' cf)uld ba.Vf; .lOi:ii.. ~. ~rge peroc',1t.£.pa i)i" 

om," 3.!'r:ld.m.i-\.it)n." 
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2. Chronology of Significant Events

(1) On 2 July 1968, this unit moved into position #1 A-3. The convey
experienced some initial operational confusion since it 4113 formad of ele.
ments coming from four different locations ( C-1, C-2, C-3, and Dong Ea).
The guns were in position, laid, and ready to fire by 1500.

(2) On 5 July 1968, from 0855 to 1200, this unit fired a mission on a" fortified ville " o Total rounds expended was 116 with & sirveillance of
15 buildings destroyed, 1/1 fuel dump destroyed ( two units were firing on it
this unit received half credit), 2 large secondaries, and 2 secondary fires

(3) On 5 July 1968, from 2000 to 2020, this unit fired it a suspected
Regtimental CP. This unit was given a box 1000 meters by 550 return upon
which to fire. The box was divided laterally into is boxes 250 X 550. Each
gun was given 2 deflections and 3 quadrants and directed to Dre 3 rounds
at each of its deflection-quadment settings. Total expenditure was 72 rounds
The mission was officially observed but several secondary firer could be seen
from A-3.

(4) On 6 July 1968, this unit engaged a II and storage
area". Total rounde expended was 156. Total surveillance was 23 buildings
destroyed, 1 building damaged, 3 secondary explosions, 4 secondary fires, and
1 fuel dump destroyed.

(5) Oa 8 July 1968, this unit revrograded from A-3 back to its previous
positions, This convoy experienced no difficulities.

3. Lessons Learned
(1) No new lessons were learned as this was , virtual If by the bork

artillary operation.

4c Innovations
(1) No innovations were deemed necessary

UNCLASSIFIED
5. Problems Encountered

(1) Invariably this unit would experian extrame difficulture
both transmitting and receiving on the AN/PRC-25's immodiately before, duringsand up to 15-30 minutes after R-52 strikes were held over the DMZ. The
Communications Chief of this unit, after checking all other possibilities,
theorized that possibly ECM gear on the B-52's was causing the difficultis.

(2) Numerous problems with maintenance of the weapons were occountered
These apparently stemed ircn lack of exercise given the guns during their
long stays in stated positions.

(3) Due to hasty occupation of the position and the heavy lead placed on
the engineers prior to the operation, our gun positions were not satisfactory.
The projectile and the propellant pits on the guns were only partially covered.
The supplementary powder and projectile pits were not covered. If we had been
subjected to any accurate incoming, we could have lost D large percentage of
our ammunition.
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60 Ccmmanders COJJ!f,Jentt5 
0,) flur:.!'.g Op6ratiou TtO%' thi& fJo.l.tt~ll";r'~,3.S u!";cer q)e:cattonsl ,,,or:trol 

of the lwt .&.ttalior.;. .. BJrd L!"t.ilu.r.y~ lJ~:A'" 'T'h~ ~L~c-~ or ;;!i.~ ~'3rC re:t.yinecl tact~ 
i,:;a,l .fi:r~ directi.ou control \fhile t.his F~t;cel7 t'et!:l.in&:i ~!!tical fire d.i!'E:ct:i..Gn~ 

;.. Better-'J' Liaison NCO ~s prov:td~ 1st vf ~,he 5J,t:d .. ThiJ' s;,~~m !"crkad ext;re'lle~· 
s;~t.:lef,'l~~t(;1·i~I..Y during .;,.n~ eutiHl opart'.ti.o,('j as repo:..~t:i.ng systems an~, pz'.>c~c.ure~~ 

peculiar t;; this EBt.te...""'Y '!lore exp1a.ined to the 1st. I?e.1;"tt:"lion by tht'l LLliscn ::~;O" 
Thu::: cbaneing J)rocedureB of ooe \J't1it. tC.l meet tho ruJedlS of th,e o·c.hel'w<:~'" r:ct 
req;;.1red .. FecOiDlnen..1 that thif- syel.efIl be used in fu":-ure vpt:::''-ltic!1s ""itl\ th£;' U,;:;.­
ArL'lY~ 

{2) OperatioIl Thor" dur::!.ng 8 fiva day period, provided tl-"J.s;9.t.ter;:r 
wH.h Obs~r-H~d tp..rgets in quanti ti(~ llO·'; .• 'lI):ma~1y cbt!:iJ.nt:\d. i::: t4 mm~:.c Qf !K"l'lnal 
oJ)era tio!)s L In lieu 01' this". i_ t WuS (':oIli>io;:;rad suecess.f'uJ. ... Rf,iCOIl;!i.ieud Lll .... t .r-r.:.'J.t'€. 

operati01J;tl of t.hh nat·a.I'a 00 t;Cnollcted .. 

~?:1 .. C"3 9 ;)~? IX; 
...... _...1&0=""'-_ .. ....,.:-=.'.. • ... W'J" .. ~.., .. ·_-:+_';r .... -~~ 

,Jt1WNGRADED AT 3-YEAR TNTEPV ~. 
Enoloall:re <I) 

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YE.t.I, 
DOD DIR 5200.10 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

Enolosure

NTIALCONFIS

6. Commanders Comments
(3) During Operation Thar this Battery was under operational control

of the lst Battalion, 83rd Artillary, USA. The lust of the 83rd retained tact-
ical fire direction control while this Pattery retained tactical fire direction.
A Bettery Liaison NCO vas provided 1st of the 53rd. This system worked extremely
satisfactorily during the entire operation as reporting systems and procedures
peculiar to this Battery were explained to the 1st Datitalion by the Liaison NOO
Thus changing procedures of one unit to meet the needs of the other was not
required. Recommend that this system be used in future operations with the U.S.
Army

(2) Operation Thor, during a five day period, provided this Battery
with observed targets in quantities not normally obtained in u month of normal
operations. in lieu of this, it was considered successful. Recommend that future
operations of this natura be conducted

UNCLASSIFIED
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Enc:'oeu8 ( V 
~~Y:TI '.H.; TeN 0::- l.1f~'T'H0D rrS:';D TO ~:;7j'\.C!: E;-'i'''Y Hit;J •. F::,[-"!' 'J~S 

' ............. """.,.- .:lI1'!!.~~~.-.II:IL...-,,~ __ ..... --.e:.._"'~~ ___ :'="'_'_.Ail"''\.Wo.'''~I-.r __ 

On th:.' night cf 9 Aug 196e betv&eI! ~:OJO ani 2230~ ~6 I! P1a-l.',oop, in 'Con&, 
Junction "·:.t"l-l eo higbly sophis'acated radu sy!:tem 100;<. tel1 ai .. Cfjr. ':'h5.eTI tmgaJ(~ 
enemy helieopte:ra 0 1.-lhile the radar system emp:"oyed wall !1', c:iaC';sified ~yf1to?mi _t 
is .fe11; tb~t thiS BaJIle method. (jou.1d be used in eonjuncti02l with the ;~-lO r.,d.,.'l:r c 

The preparatiollB necessary are these:: . 

s:: 

1) Determine (oo",ed on past sight.:.ngs )thtl :U'$ in whic)' t.he r.Bl~>~()rl',:~:·;: 
ar~ most likely to appear" 

2) en a map, place an ::? fa.n wit;:, t.}~6 ",ert&~ <l.t t.he .2a';:"~2?"".;;' ('~.f ·':'.::t'. 
tva a.a co-located thie will simplify the t.,racklrg O!'. t,ne mapj, 

3) DecidE< en a range at r:b.ich the p1.·obablEl errora are &t a Illinium! 
fol" Flag Time. YS64. 

~) Draw an arc on t!le OF fan at t~e range !':ltlect.ed c :» Fick a series of }X<in1:.s aJ.ong t,he asc, H ~ced. ~ CD m:iJlJ 'afat:"t Q 

6) Ccmpui;e the fir.iug date.: tor the t,1lD5 at the chtlsan ~f~,n.g.u~it) c;' 

part1.e·il.lat altitude i'ot' e~.cil of the point.a., ('i'111E'. un:1:i::. used 5 pOinte) 
A,Il,C;I1&:E and an altitu.de of 11)0 matera)" 

::lle '-if;;'~llellCe of actual firing is as IQlic'WS ~ 
1) The round is :;"U.d'il(1 "Since the range ttOt, :,i~;;:-~n·tt'J it: the fl).!lM)~ 

the t:t~e setting is not going to change" (The obje~:'civ& 1-(ill ~; t,n bit i.r.(, 
hell.;\)pter as :i t. crosses t.h·;; arc)., 

:,~) 'rhe tube if! elevated t.o the qu'~;dI'!mt, ne~::Jfk18zy fer th) ~1:i;.·e-dui.,t!·' 
m~.nad HOB" (I£' the helic·.')pt.er is <! t. an a LtUude (.\tb.c.· t.han ·t.he~;,,~, 1..1..: d.a k, 
is CQ"yutsd for, the cr..au.?.!) in QJJ: will ",J.y be a c )u:ple oZ milD) e-

3) The tube is laid on the mH.dlEl def'lectiC''l .for l11a.:Ulll1.l!.!: t2,;~AP;:i1it./> 
4) As radar begins to t~,'nck an e:1tll,Y he1icC'~'ltt:1l", it should f'ir~';~ 

anno~.mt:.} th<9 a.ltitude cf t.ile craIt.. The ?DC! can (a.8~ng th.e mi~ l"I"JlatinIl) 
det9.\'ld.nC! tbs change to the QE and RnnO~.ce same t Jthe gu.nB III 

5) Ar3 soon as radal' can prooict. th.e flight.;ettern 01' tb':. he1i~opt;a"'.,, 
they dh.:>Uld announce hOli many mils left ca- ri~ht of one o.f t.he'n"e-dat, ... r£j-·il€'). 

po1ni,s., it dll <:roee the arc. ( For L!:.-1:altlple II St-a'~ by"H •. , .... -l.Litude ~!5-0v .. 
So 111iJ'l lett. of Do ...... D).) 'rne w'g$1;. de£l·[.ctic.m is -:..hoan sen';, to "he gllJl;] < 

6) The canm.'1n:I to firF.: will depend u.pon the speed of the ri··de '~~~a:. 
If '~hny can determine trL~ speed 01' the target and .comyutethd ,:1l'),)"o.r.:.t ,'if 
tUne i':i will taka to reach the arc,t.bey can, knOld.I\.i·"~ t.iuA 0::' Uigh'i'l 
tL-ne t,ilr~ cOJ;.:mand to ~1reu!.acking this acc1.'.racy, t.~\.e guns 3bc·..l~t:~ I:~ PU\' 00 

a " }":':'8 aD soon a8 possible " baais.-
U3ing this methoO l itO" Platoon of list 81' HI."lVit~e:.o~ Batte-.l'~' EJcm'e:i 

oue d.;wl-lged helicopter (the radar del#erm:tned one roond e:rplodlKl 40 IDat,;re 
f.romr.hi.l target.) and one possibly dsst:r.o:ved helicopter (ill't'lledl$.;teJy 'tIi"'.:f!i~ 
the r~llmdR ~plod~. a bright light wail seen burnt':lg di.rect:.¥" b:~l,cd t!u~m ')~l 
the d'-l~;':o) 
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Enclosure (2)
EXFIRMATION or METHOD USED TO SPIGACE ENOVY HELICOPYERS

On the night of 9 Aug 1968 between 2030 and 2230. -8 "Platoon, in con-
junction with a highly sophisticated radar system located at Con Thien engaged
enemy helicopters. While the radar system employed was of classified system, it
is felt that this same method could be used in conjunction with the 0-10 radai.

The preparations necessary are these:
1) Determine (based on past sightings the area in which the helicoptem

are most likely to appear.
2) On a map, place an OF fan with the vertex at the Battary (11 bee

two are co-located this will simplify the tracking on the map).
3) Decide on a range at which the probable errora are at a minimu

for Fuze Time M564.
4) Draw an arc on the OF fan at the range selected
5) Pick a series of points along the arc, spaced 200 mils apart.
6) Compute the firing data for the guns at the chosen range with a

particular altitude for each of the points (This unit used 5 points,
A,B,C,DEE and an altitude of 350 meters).

The sequence of actual firing is as follows:
1) The round is Loader Since the range points theis same,

the time setting is not going to change. (The objective will be to bit the
helicopter as it crosses the arc).

2) The tube is elevated to the quedrant necessary for the pre-deter-
mined HOB. (If the helicopter is at an altitude other than the as the date
is computed for, the change in QE will only be a couple of mile).

3) The tube is laid on the middle deflection for maximum flexibility
4) As radar begins to tanck an enemy helicopter, it should first

announce the altitude of the craft. The FDC can (using the mil relation)
determine the change to the QE and announce same to the guns.

5) As soon as radar can predict the flight bettern of the helisopter,
they should announce how many mils left car right of one of the me-datersinen
points, it will cross the arc. ( For Example " Stand by Alcitude 250.
50 mile left of Doooo" The target deflection is then sent to the guniz

6) The command to fire will depend upon the speed of the redar seen.
If they can determine the speed of the target and compute the amount of
time it will take to reach the arc,they can, knowing the time of flight,
time the command to fire. Lacking this accuracy, the guns should be out 00
a If Fire as soon as possible " basis.

Using this method, "C" Platoon of 1st 8th Howitzer Battery scored
one damaged helicopter (the radar determined one round exploded 40 meture
from the target) and one possibly destroyed helicopter (immediately after
the rounds exploded, a bright light was seen burning directly below them on
the deck.)
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