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’ PART TI

Enolosure (/) NARRATIVE 3U 7AY

During the month of Auguet "P' Platoon has been under the OFCH of

Lth Bo., 12th Marines. Their primary missiom, fram both the Rockpile and
C-2 has been to support infantry operatiohs.
nC % Platoon was under the OPCON of ths 10fth Artillery Group (U.S»
Army) on L enc 5 August. On 8 August, both "A "and "C " came under the OPCCN
of the 106th Artillery Group. Their primary mission has been the dsstruction
of enemy artillary weapons. In the month of August, this unit has been accredited
with 19 enemy guns destroyed and an additional 25 enemy guns damaged.
=Io » platoon, riring from A-i (Con Thien), also engaged probable heli-
copters on several occasions. Three times they fired at targets described by
F.0.'s as "helicopters on the deck". All three times the F.C. reported seeing
secondary explosions and resultant fires. On another cccasion, "C " Platoon
engaged helicopters in flight using the method described in enclcsure (2).
During the month of August, the howltszers of this command fired 237
observed missions and il unobserved missions, expanding 5738 rounds of 11106
(BE) and 26 rounds of PhO4 (II2) '
Also ipcluded in this report is the informal = fter actionm repart on
Operation Thor which this unit took part in during the month of July.
Operation Thor was the largest operation by supporting arms in this war. it
combined massive air power (both B-52 and TacAir Sorties) with the firepower
; of 4 8" Howitsers, i 175MM Gun Batt.ries, and i 1S5MM Howitser Batteries. The
renort was not available at the end of last month

PART XII
SEQUEITTAL LISTRIG of SIGHINICANT EVENTS

A. CO'BAT MISSION ASSIGNED

QTINERAL SUPPCRT OF THE THIRD MARTNE DIVISTON ey

B. SIGNIFICANT OPZRATIONS CONDUCTED

1. Operation Kentucky

2, Operation Highrise

3. COperation Saline II

i Operation lancaster II
5. Operation lancaster July
6. Operation Scotland East
7. Operation Highrise Thor

£, CASDALTIZS INFLICTED ON THE ENEMY

1. 11 Confirmed KIA'a

2, 37 Probable {IA's

3. 19 Artillery Guns Destroyed '

Lo 25 Artillery Guns Dameged Tuolesure (/)
L Helicopters Destrojud (Frukabls)
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PART TII (cont)

2 Fighting Holes Destroyed
42 Bunkers Destroyed
6 Bunkers Damaged
7 Structures Destroyed
1 Structure Damaged
105 Veters of Trenchline Cestroyed
1 Bridge Damaged
92 Secondary Explosions
1 Secondary TFires
1 0.7. Tower Damaged
1 Truck Destroyed
1 Radio Antenna DNestroyed
1 A Dump Destroyed (Burmed for 2% hours)
1 Sampan w/supplies Destroyed e e s 3o

CASUAITTES SUSTAINED
W‘;Tﬁ,‘-“T“

NEN TECUNIQUES = PLOYZED
See ﬁc‘losure

CGYAND RIIATIONS
/&

BQUIRMEAT

& Howitgers (M110) continue to function satisfectorily. The
obteiniug of replacement parts 13 an ever-increasing problem. As 2 Ye-
sult, 4 weepon may sometimes be "down" far several days for lack of a
miror vart. The Motor Transport Desdline rate is increasing slightly,
also due to a lack of replacement parts. Ws have yst to receive any of
the new ¥15) jeept.

LOGISTICS
We are able to resupply all our positions with no major difficulties
exce_pt as noted in G. above.

CIVIC ACTION

= The VEDCAP program for the village outside C-l, which this unit was
jpstrusental in starting, has been tzken over almoot campletely by & U.S.
Army unit ( Ce1~40th Artillery Battery) at C-l. The corpiunn assigned to
nA" Platoon does make the trip fram A-3 to C-l at least once a week to .
agsicst the U.S. Army medic,

Yo pro

PEoS QR IL | |

Tha Battery has joirsd 20 and dropped 20 enlisted men, resvlting ina
personral operating percentage of Si. The Zaitery has joined 3 and dropped
9 officers, resulting in an operatins percantage o B2,
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¥a CC&" ULICATIONS
e emmunicabions have heen more difficuld to wairtalr dum ko inoreased

disiances batween platcons. We ars aiteupting to slleviate fads Ly weundd ng
the 10-2928 on telephors poles.

No  WELIHER
e aanerally hob,windy, avd clear with covcasicpel thunderchawers.
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FART IV
SUFPHTZNG DO

1o After-hction Beport on Cperatiocn Thor (Ircloswra 1)
2, Expianation uf Systen Used to ALtack Helicoptera i Fligho {Gpalesure 2)
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INFGIMAL AYT R ACTION REP(EC ON CUFRATIG TH®R

: l. Steristical Swmury

{3.) Coserved wissicus - 42
Rourds fired on observed missions - (87 HE, LI Firesracker

{2) Unobserved missions -~ 201
Rounds fired on umobserved miszions - 1507 HE, 1l Firecracker

(3} Total rounds ficed - 2394 Hi, 55 Firecracier

{L) (bserved riesicns with negative survellisncs !imeciuding "100 X 10
with no report oi darage) - 20

{5) Reported damage inflicted by 22 cbserved missions.
(a) Buiidinpgs dsatroyed - &
(b) Bvildings demaged - 1
(¢) Bunkers dumagad - %
{d) Buniers destroyed &
{a) Secondary exrloaions - 12
(£) Secordary firee « 20
(g) Fuel duups - s
h) Artillesy pieces - 2

{i) Artillery plecos « I {protabla)

e Ry

e

(}) Veters of “rencnlire - 5§35 “

= — :
{k) Fighting ncler . & & “““\-hSS\F\E -
! s

{2} Pack apimeis - 3 mET

{m) KA (confirmed) = 3

{n) ¥1A {probuble} « 2
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2. Chromology of Signifisant Events

{1) On 2 July 3568, this uni% moved into posstion al A-2, The zonvey
experianced scme initisl operatiomsl confusion since it was formsd of 2le-
aents coming from four differeat locations ( Cel, C«2; Cw}, and Loay Ha).
The guns were in position, laid, and ready to {ire by IS0L.

(2) OCn b5 July 2968, fram 0855 to 1200, this unlt fired o missiso ou &
? fartified ville ", Total rounds expended was 116 with & s.rveillance of
15 ouildings destroyed, % fuel dump dsatroyed { two ualis were firing on it
this unit received half credit), 2 large secondaries, and 2 ijgeondary Tires.

(3) Ca 5 Juiy 168, trom 2000 to 20R0, this unit fired it a suspecned
Regtimental CP., This unit was given & bex 1000 weters by 559 sstera 5pon
waich to fire. The box was divided laterally into L baxes 250 x 550, Eack
guan was given 2 deflectlions and 3 quadrants and direcied o {ire 3 roumis
at, sach of its defleciion-quedziat settings. Total sxpevditure was 72 romds,
The miseion ws officially cbserved but several scoondary Ziret conld be ssen
fram A3,

~{l} On 6 July 1568, this unit engaged a ¥ Soprdiied.wils snc storage | |
area™ . Total roumis swpsnded war 156. Total surveillance was 23 lmildings ¢ 5
destroyed, 1 ballding camaged, 3 sscondary explosicps, L secondery vices, and
1 fue) dump destroyed: ' ‘

(5> 0Oa 8 July 2568, this ualt rewrogreded frow A3 buck ©o it previous
positinns, This conver experianced ro difficulities,

3, lassons leavned ‘
(1) No new lesscus were learned as ithis wae 5 virtuel " by fhe ok ¥
artillery operation:

4. TInnovations
(1) Yo imumovatlions vere deeaed ancaoeary-

5. Froblaws Bncounitered : sU!m-ASSJHEﬂ
(1 Inveriably this unit would experiince ecirame diff ' j

both trans:itting and receiving on the AN/MRC-25's immedistEly-berore; turing;— .
and up to 15-30 minutee after B52 strikes were heid over the 17, The
Comvunications Chief of this unit, after checking all other poesisilitics 5
thsorined that possibly ICM gearr on the B~52'8 was causing the diffioulitie,

(2} Numerous protlams with maintenance of the weaupors wsre oncounbered
Thece apparently stewsed frem lack of axercise given the guns during their
iong steys in stated rositions.

{3} Due to basty czcupeticon of the position and the heavy lead plzced on
the enginesrs avior o the operstion, our gus posiiiong were not setisiacharyo
The projectile and the propellant pits on the guw wire only partially coversd.
The sguppienentary powdsr anG rrojectile pite were no% covered. IF wWe hod baen
subjected to any aeowrata incoming, we could bave lost o large perceatage of
aur ammaiition.
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&, Commsnders Covments

{1) During Operation Thar his Battery was urcder opecationsl sortrol

"He let Bettalion, Bird Artillegy, U3A, The izt of the 833r¢ retsined tact-

i 1 fipe divection comirol while this Pstiery retuined f&ctical fire direetion.
A Battez.‘,- Lisison NCO w3 provided 1at of the &3rd. This system worked extremely
satisfacicrily during ke entixre operetionm as reporting systems and procecdures
peculiar to this Batitery were explained to the lst Detitelion by the Liaisenm 130,
Thus changing procedures of one valt Lo nmeet the needs of the other wea ret
reguired. Fecommend that this sysiem be used in future cperalions wilh the U.5.
Arumye.

{2) Cperation Thor, duriny & five day period, provided this satterw
with observed tergets in guantities not acrmally cbisined in 4 montt of ncrmal
operatiors. In lieu of this; it wsg coneidorad successful. Recommerd ihat fazure

operations of this naturs be corducted.
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On tr ww night of 9 Aug 4.,96'8 betwger 2030 c'md 22 30 ’-a '!I-‘].a.i;eon, ~q tone

sueuy }-elif uptars. While the radar system amp‘.oyed wa.e 2 uheufied Jyﬁtom, J
is felt tihat this same methnd could be veed in conjunciion with the (~iQ raday .
The vreparaticns necessary are these: -
1) Determire (ba:ed on past eightings the arse in which the nelisoni.:
are 208t likely to appear.
: 2) Cn a map, pisce an ¥ fan with the vertex at the jattery (1F woe
two are co-located this will simplily the irackirs on the mapl.
3) Decide on a renge at vbick the probable esrrors ars cit & mininw
for FMuze Time MSOL,
4) Draw an arc on tue OF fap at the range ssiectsd.
5) FPick a seriee of puints along the arc, speced 200 wils apert.
5) Cempube tine firing date for the gune at the chosan »enzs wita e
particular altitude for szcii of the poinds. (This unit used 5 rointe,
A,L,C.T%E and an altitude af 350 meters).

The dcgquence of actual firing is as Fellows:

1) The round is laulad- Since the range % fimednis k& the same;
the tivwe sotting 18 not gning to changs. (The objective will be © Lib ite

helicepter as it crosses thz arc),

2) The tube i3 elavated to the quidrant ne"ut.\.za.. ¥ for ths mesdubev-
mipad i10B, (If the helicopter 15 2% an aititude o + than the 2 ihe dats
is cowputsd for, the change inm (F will oly be a i Jle of milo .

3) The tubs is laid on the middle deflectien Por maximrun Flaximilityr

i) As radar beging to t:nck aa ensmy heliccoter, it shevld firs:

. annoupae the altitude ¢f the craft. The 7DC can (using the mil relation)
N deterrine the changa tc the QF amd ronournce seme to the guns, -

5) A3 soon as radar can pradict the flight pettern of the helisoptzr,
they should announce how many rils left cr right of one of the rmre«datersiien
poinis, 1t will cross the arc. { For Zxawple " Stad byesss..il itude 25C
50 nils Jaft of Deeso"): The targst defloction is shen gent Lo ihe guai.

4) The cammand to fire will depenr upon the speed of the redar “esi.
If thny can determine ti: Speed of the target and campute the nmaur_t e
time 1% will taks to reach ths arc,they can, knowing the time of {1ighi,
time taz ecormand to Jire. lacking this acevracy, tie guns shcali e puu oo
a " ™z ap Soon a8 possible " basis,

Using this method, "C" Platoon oi lst 8% Howitszer Batiery scored
one daazxged helicopter (the radar determined one rourd exploded LU wpaturs
from tha ts..get) and one posaibly destroyed helicopter (irmediztely aftes
the rum sxploded, 2 bright light was zeen burning directly balcw them o

| \\\“j IS

Encloem" (ZJ

DOWNGRADED AT 3-YEAR INTERV ! < I
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 VFARS M

DCD DIR 5200.10

FAGE__ 10  OF___ 10

DECLASSIFIED



