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1 D o
1o DESIGNATIGH GO ANDER
1st 8" Howitser Batitery (spP) ' Car%. P.L. TOWNISEND
87362/0802

1 Sept 1968 - 30 Sept 196

2. LOCATICN
A" DPlatoon
1 Sept ~ 30 Sept 1968 - Two 8" Howitzer: (1112) at A=3, RVN
"B Platoon

1 Sept - 13 Sept 1968 ~ Two 8" Lowitsers (1110) al Rockpils, RN
14 Sept =~ 30 Sept 1968 ~ Two &" Howitsers (1110) % Landing Zome Petey &I

"C* Platoon
1 Sept = 30 Sept 1968 - Two 8" Howitzers (1°1C) at 4=4, RVE
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The most notewdortiyy achievenent of the wamth of Jeptembar wes tke
move by "B" Platcon from the Roskplle to Landinkg Zona Fetie, This cross-
country move involved the Tomiing of Hwo large sresks and the slimbieg OFf
geversl very stecp hille, The move wes led b¥ two HDICO ' Lhat cul oul roads
and pulled the trucks up the steepar graces. The move was Besaspiteled by an
infantry operation im the D7 and the Division Commanding Gensrsl's axprossec
desire tzat 87 be moved ino position to support the ocparation. Resupply is
possible only by uss of U,3. Ammy (543 Truaked Vehleles. Whils at Lunding
Zone Pete, "B? Flatoon is under the oparational contrel of 2/12,

FA" Platocn coutinued to work under the operatioral control of the
T.S. Arey 108%h Field Artiilexry Group. Due %0 frequemt bad weather %he ierial
Cbservers wers nol sble %o {ly 28 much as in previous months. This rssulted -
in fewer missioms for coth "AT and "C* Flatoona,

. FCY Platoon wes under the opsratioval contrel of the 7.3, army 1Ctta
Artiilery Group through {5 Sept. On 16 Sept they went under the opacatiocnsl
control of the 12th Marines with the pnderstardirg thet 102th Group cowldd -
assigzn them missiong with the permission of the 12th liarines. This mrrangement
was esateblished in ordsr Lo give 12tk ilarines primary contrcl in cass support
was needed for the opersijom in the DitZ.

Activity at the Batiery Headquartera has primarily lavolved the constriction
of 8 S.2. Asia Huts snd 2 showewr. Theas naw buillings allowed the Battery e
evacuate it?s position ai (~3 and consolide%e ull wairtenance and controllisg
activities at Dong Ha. ‘ : v

O the night of 28 Ssptember a fire bioke out in the ¥DC Bunksr at A=3.

The bunksr, and everyihing in 1t, wes & Yotal loss: One nan was injured by ap
exploding mmall crms round. Among the gear losh was 5 Al/PRC-25 radios, complate
FDC sote=up snd & rents personal gear. The re-actiomns of the personul in atiegpling
to combot the blaze axnd removing smouldering ammundtien was of sush o high c¢iiber
that 4 are being recommended for Navy cormendstion Mecals and 2 for Brenze Sfars.

During ‘the manth of September, the U.3. irmmy 10€th Fleld aArtillery Grodp
sulmitted through their chaim of command a recommendation that st 8" lowltza
Battary be awarded the jirmy Velorcus Unit A+axd. f

During the month of September, the bowitzers of this battery fired 152f
obsexved missicns end 3£3 wwbserved missions, expending 3039 rounde of 4108

165 58

(4E) ané 22 rounds of ¥404 (HE}, A
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General Supprt of the Third ijarine Division
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Operation Kentucky
Operation Highrise
Cperation Saline 1T
Operation Lanocastexr II
Operation Sootland II East
Operation Highrise Thor

47 Confirmed KIA's

20 Probable KIAYs

11 Artillery Gums Destroyed

9 Artillery Guns Damaged

59 Bunkers Destroyed

2 Dunkers Damaged

77 Secomdary Explosions

5 Secondary Fires

50 Metors of Trenchline Destroyed
1 Anti-Alrcrafi Gun Destroyed

2 Tracked Vehinles Destroyed

1 Truck Destroyed

1 Tracked Vehiole Damaged

16 Structires Destroyesd

1 50 Cal Machinegun Destrayed

5 Automatio Weapons Positions Destroyed
1 AX 47 Destroyed

2 iscape Routes Destroyed

2 Supply Dwape Destroyed

eal Bridge Destroyed

MK lortar Destrayed

1 Camouflaged Arty Position Destroyed
1 Truck Park Destroyed

Large Quantity of Rice Destroyed
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PART I1T (cont!

CASTALTRIES SUSTALED

=y

(o) (1) UTA, Cue (1) loneCombat Injury

NEW TECHNIQUDS WPLOYED

Nona : '1: 10 "
COLLAND BRLAT GRS .f llﬁ"giléf;f;éflfl)

/A _ S e Y

The 8% Houwitzers (110} coniinue to funetion sabvisfactorily. Ths
apare paris siiuation has bgoome criticsl. There appears Lo be no relief
in sight., Weapcns are being maintuined primarily with parts chteined
frox U,8. Army anits. Three trucks have alsc bheen dasdlined €11 month
duz to lack »f parts. We havs received & new 1151 Jeeps and two rorc
new M37B 3/4 Ten fruveks.

The resupply of "B" Platoon a% Landing Zovs Pete can culy be accoou.
plishied by uts of tracked vehicles. The resupcly of ®C* Plaioon ie sarionsiy
aampered by the fact that ihe bridgs over Cam In River coallersed. The
angineers are in the process of sonstructing a new brldgs,. The road from
Highway 1 intc 4-3 becomes inereasingly diffic:lt to traverse. This is
due to the fregusney of mines ( up to § found 13 one day) and the faet
that whenevar it rains, the road is a virtual sea of wud.

SIVIC ACEIGN
Hone
ADHINISTRATION
Ho Froblems

RERSGHVEL

Ths battery has Joins? J2 and dropped 12 enlisved men, resulting i a
operating percantage of 92, The buttory has joined § and dropped 2
officers, vosuliing i an opsrating percentags of é_L,ga
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The loss of 5 AN/PRC 25's in the fire at "i* platoon hss caused
the batiery to re-distribute it's remaining railos. is a result gi(
stations are no longer able to moniter ae many nets as is preferatle .
This has not affected our operational ability, :

Ne 5
Generally Cooler with Frequent Thundseshowers,

C. FEIRE SUPPORT

N/4
Po AIR SUPPORT
N/A
None
PART IV :
1. Nome R
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