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PART I . 

9RGAFOOlQNAL DATA 

1 ... D;?IGlII4'IOH 

1st Btl HowUaer Battery (sp) 

itA" Platoon 

Capt. P.L. TO~ISlll!D 
O~362t/OS02 
1 Sopt 1968 - 30 Sept 196: 

1 Sept - 30 Sept 1968 - Two S n Howi tzar:; (1: '\ 1:.' at A-3. RVN 

lIB 11 Platoon 

1 Septo - 13 Sept 1968 - Two au Howitsera (l.fS 10) a·.t. Rockpile, RVN 
14 Sept - 30 sept 1968 - Two 8" How:!:tae:re (1~110) ;'t:~ Landing Zone Pete', :\'Vl~ 

.en PlatooD 

1 Sept - 30 Sept 1968 - Two 8" Howitsers t'!1~ 10) at'\~. RWl 

3. ..lM'F WlICg . 

Not Applicable 

4..aDlAGE MONW STgGRtI! 
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PART I

ORGAN IZATIONAL DATA

1. DESIGNATION COMMANDER

1st 8" Howitzer Battery (SP) Cap's. P.L. TOWNSEND
087362/0802
1 Sept 1968 - 30 Sept 196

2. LOCATION

"A" Platoon

1 Sept - 30 Sept 1968 - Two 8" Howitzer: (1.111) at A-3, RVN

"B" Platoon

1 Sept - 13 Sept 1968 - Two 8" Howitsers (M1 10) at Rockpile, RVN
14 Sept - 30 Sept 1968 - Two 8" Howitzers (N110) set Landing Zone Pete, RVN

"C" Platoon

1 Sept - 30 Sept 1968 - Two 8" Howitsers (11:10) at 1-4, RVN

UNCLASSIFIED

3. TAFT OFFICERS

Not Applicable

40 AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGHTH

USMC USA.

OFF ENL OFF ENL
190 0 5
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TLt: mo;rt llote--.rOl"ti:tr achi,evelne.."lt or the li!;Etb 0:1' 3IiJp·t.emb,;U' ""Sll t·b.a 
move by nan Platoon fi-OJIi. the Ro.:::kpUo to Landing Zon.; Petie., 1'h1a Cl"OSS­

country mOVe iDYOl.ved the f'ol"djng of two lu"ge creeks and t.he f!1..iab.tng of 
.... eral -wez:r steep bUb .. TJle JI1lOTe vas led 111 two Ell·ICC'1l chat cut out roads 
and pulled. the tTllcks lip ·t.he 5t.eap~ g1"W!.a3., The move wa.~ n.-Q"aa8it.'!.~;e' lV all 

iDtantq operation in tha DHZ a...~ the Di'f'is:i.OO CoBrIandint: G911anV.' a a:~r,"msaC'~ 
desire that gil be lItOVed: in~;.o positiou t.o sapport t.be operation", HeS"L1.p~)~1 'ts, 
possible 0lllT by usa or U.S. /l1.'fq :0.48 Tracked VehiclE:8" i.JhiJ.8 at Ln.n1ing 
Zone Ptitea tIB:t Platoon is undc t.he operational col1trc-l of 2/12c 

nAfT, Platoon continued. to ¥(Irk under the operat.ional control 0" the 
U .. S. AIt!rT'108t.h Field Artlller.r Group,. Due to £requant b.:!u w<lather 'lih.ille::.·1a1 
O'bsG'Yera were not ab'.e to !'IT as much as ia previ011.8 lDOntb.$" J:'his re~tl1ted:· 
in £ewer iD.1s;;ions 'for berth "Anand "Cit Plat.nonth ' 
. P.C tl Platoon W88 under the oparation.:l1 eontr.ol. of th~ U ... S. ,!-tr.ll9" 1 ca.a 
AX'U.llfaT Group t.hraagh ~ 5 S~¢ en 16 sept t!wy want u:ndar t.h~~ O~~A.t.it>.Llf.tl 
cout.rol or the 12th Marina3 '.rith t..b.a pnde~st.avdft:g Uw.t 10$t.h. Gl"f..'1lp ~m:tl," 
dsign thaD. lIli~s1oDli ldt·h t.he pemias:ton of t.ba 12th l:jm."'ineB·. 'rb.1& ar:t'angement 
was uta.bUshed in order to give 12th. Narinl)s prlmfi1"7 control .in case sup~rt;. 
va. needed fol' the opGretian in the D!·SZ. 

Act1T1ty at the BnttE'-1')" Headquarter" hB.S pl'::1J:oa.r:ily :I.nvob(.>d thQ (!onstl'u<:t:tl.l!::! 
of 8 S.E... Asia auts &l.ld :f. ah.i)wtar. 'l'heae na .... buil.eh~8 ulowed t.h.e Batt'::"IY to 
evacuate it's position at r.-J and consolida';e all Ina.irlte.nanee ,ind c(mtxollUig 
activities at Dong Ha.. ) , 

On the night. ot 28 S5pteIBber a ril.·e b: • .'oke out in the. F'DC Eunk~l." at A.-.j,: 
The bunk~, and E'verythillg i.. it, was a '!;otal lo~sc One m!'ln WM :tnj~lniib:r ~ 
aplod1llg'small arms rcntwi" .4.IIlong the gear J.osi~ ,"'as S AH/PRo-2.5 radios ~ COO1pl{~t~ 
FDC set.-up and ,6 I'len's perSOnal, gear., The ra-actians of' the p8:t"sonnl jl'J at'tm!£lt" ing 
to coabstthe blaze and l"elI1O,,1ng S!llOU1dering ~tiCo.l '.laS; of such n. high e ~.1ber 
thB:t 4 are being rec(lllllD6ndad tor Uav.y ccrtJhendation Neeala and 2 f't')l~ B.lX~r,ze 5 ¥'& 0 

~>ing the mouth. or, September, the IT.S., itDJ:T 108th Field JI..X"tUlery Gro4l1> 
aulIa1tted t,bro1lgh tbe:a' CllaiA or Cl'WleM a :::oecoum8Ddatlon that 1st 8 1t II(l\O'Uz~ 
Ba:t..tCT be awarded the A::-rq Val.oreu UnitA"faX'd. }~ 

During the J!IOJltb ot' 3opt8lliber" the hovi~ners ot this 'battery fir~ l~r 
O?8erv~ missions erW ~(m '~lOb~en'ed mis~ioJja, expending ~~ Nunde of :~;1 0 1 
(HE) aIlQ. ~ rounds o£ .. ;404 (HE).) ,,:"-. \ J4: 

·i~:: .~ 
O\~~~;>~'~ ~~~~ . ):i 

',' ~ ~. 
. ~ 

"'~': 
rt' "-.;,~: ~; 

.-L--
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PART 11

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

The most note-worthy achievement of the worth of September was the
move by "B" Platoon from the Rockpile to Landing Zone Pete. This cross
country move involved the fording of two large creeks and the climbing of
several very steep hills. The move was led by two EIMOC's that cut out roads
and pulled the trucks up the steeper grades The move was assassitated an

infantry operation in the DMZ and the Division Commanding General's expressed
desire that 8 be moved into position to support the operation, Resupply is
possible only by use of U.S. Army 3548 Tracked Vehicles, While at Landing
Zone Pete, "B" Platoon is under the operational control of 2/12.

"A" Platoon continued to work under the operational control of the
U.S. Arwy 108th Field Artillery Group. Due to frequent bad weather the ierial
Observers were not able to ny as much as in previous months, This resulted
in fewer missions for both "1" and "C" Platoons,

"C" Platoon was under the operational control of the U.S. Army 108th

Artillery Group through 15 Sept. On 16 Sept they went under the operational
control of the 12th Marines with the understanding that 108th Group could
assign them missions with the permission of the 12th Marines, This arrangement
was established in order so give 12th Marines primary control in case support
was needed for the operation in the DMZ.

Activity at the Battery Headquarters has primarily involved the construction
of 8 S.E. Asia Huts and a shower. These naw buildings allowed the Battery to
evacuate it's position at C-3 and consolidate all maintenance and controlling
activities at Dong Ha.

On the night of 28 September a fire broke out in the FDC Bunker at A-3
The bunker, and everything in it, was & total loss One man was injured by ap
exploding small arms round. Among the gear lost was 5 AN/PRC-25 radios, complete
FDC set-up and 6 men's personal gear. The re-actions of the personal in attempting
to combat the blaze and removing smouldering ammunition was of such 4 high ciliber
that 4 are being recommended for Navy commendation Medala and 2 for Bronze Stars.

During the month of September, the U.S. Army 108th Field Artillery Group
submitted through their chain of command a recommendation that 1st 8" Howitzer
Battery be awarded the Army Valorous Unit Award.

During the month of September the bovitzers of this battery fired 152
observed missions and 183 mobserved missions, expending 3659 rounde of M106
(HE) and 22 rounds of M404 (HE).

UNLESSIENT
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PART III 

General. SUpprt ot the 'l'h1zod larine Division 

B. S:giUVICAlIT ijPUW10NS QgrDUCI:§Q 

1. Open.t1cm Kectucq 
2. Opera.tion Rigbr1ee 
3. Operation Sal1ne II 
4. Opemt1cm Lanauter II 
5. ()peftt1on 3OOt.laDd II Bllst 
6. operation JI1ghr1ae Thor 

C. CASUAL4tIES WICUD CIl THE Piit¥ 

1. 47 Coafim.ed Aut. 
2. 20 l'1'Obable KIA i. 
3. 11.Art1llU7 GuDa Dost.l:07ed 
4. 9 ArlUle1'7 Guna Daaqed 
S. 59 Btmk8Z'S D~ 
6. 2. BuDkeb Duapd 
.., 0 "l'1 Seoom8l'7 EEploa1cms 
8. S SecoDdar7 Fires 
9. SO MAenot 1'reachlhl. Dea1oro7ed. 

10/) 1 ADU-A1rara.tt GaD Destroyed 
11. 2 tracked Veb.1clea Dea~ed 
120 1 T1"IlOk Daa1iro7ed 
13. 1 Tracked. 'Vehicle tluIaged 
140 16 stnattree Destrcv'ed 
1 S. 1 SO Cal. l-~ch1neguD Deatro,red 
16. S Autc .. a:~ia WeapcIIIl8 Poslt1aDs Destro;yed 
1'1. 1 AX 47 Dee\r07ed 
180 2 Bscape Rotltee Destl'o7ed 
19. 2 Suppq Dlape Destrored 
20. 1 steel Bridge Destroyed 
21. 1 60 MK 1·1orlar Deaioroyed 
22. 1 CamoUfl.apd Art7 Position Destroyed 
23. 1 'fruck Park DeatJ'07eci 
24. Large QaanUty or Rioe De8't.r07ed 

P~E· __ ~5 _____ .~_ •• __ ~l ____ _ 
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PART III

CONNECTION

SEQUENTIAL LI TING of SIGHIFICANT EVENTS

A. COMBAT MISSION ASSIGNED

General Supprt of the Third Marine Division

B. SIGNIFICANT OPERATIONS COLDUCTED

1. Operation Kentucky
2. Operation Highrise
3. Operation Saline II
4. Operation Lancaster II
5. Operation Scotland II East
6. Operation Highrise Thor

C. CASUALITIES INFLICTED ON THE ENEMY

1. 47 Confirmed KIA's
2. 20 Probable KIA's
3. 11 Artillary Guns Destroyed
4. 9 Artillery Guns Damaged
5. 59 Bunkers Destroyed
6. 2 Bunkers Damaged

UNCLASSIFIED

7. 77 Secondary Explosions
8. 5 Secondary Fires
9. 50 Meters of Trenchline Destroyed
10. 1 Anti-Aircraft Gun Destroyed
11. 2 Tracked Vehicles Destroyed
12. 1 Truck Destroyed
13. 1 Tracked Vehicle Damaged
14. 16 Structures Destroyed
15. 1 50 Cal Machinegun Destroyed
16. 5 Automatic Weapons Positions Destroyed
17. 1 AK 47 Destroyed
18. 2 Escape Routes Destroyed
19. 2 Supply Dumps Destroyed
20. 1 Steel Bridge Destroyed
21. 1 60 MK Mortar Destroyed
22. 1 Camouflaged Arty Position Destroyed
23. 1 Truck Park Destroyed
24. Large Quantity of Rice Destroyed
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Nona 

The 8" Hc,wUzers (t~1iO) coutinue to f'unctiOl\ satisf"ct.ori.J.y" l'lls 
>lp3re parts s:l"1,ua.ticm _MS beoome critiCE'u.. Tha:r'e appears to ba no relif}.f 
in sight. ~.,r~<mS are bei.ng main+'..ained pr:fJnarilJr "'ith pa:rts trbte.inEXl 
from 1J.S. AJ:11llI tmits. ~'bree ~rucks have alBe be,en deadllilad cl.1 month 
du"" to lack of parts .. We ha.Vfj received 8 ne\.f H151 jeeps and 1:.LlO L'lOZ'() 

';lew N7/B 3/4 'I'on 1Jru.cks~ 

JI. 100ISTICS 
The resl1pplj~ of "Bit Platoon at. Landing Zma~ 20te can on]y be accQrJ... 

pliDhed b~" 'Ufio of tracked vehicles., The resupply' of "C"Platoon io ~ar:tol.!8:·¥ 
:aauapered by the: tact tlult the bridge over Cam t.o !tiver CI")'wr'eeci" The 
eag.iJ1eel'11 1L'\."'6 in tb9 pro~8 ot OOllatruct1Jlg a new bridge" Tee road. .f'r:m: 
Highwq 1 :iJlt..c, A-.3 become.? ;tncreas:i.ngl3 diftiC"llt t.o t1"averstl .. 'ihis is 
due to the frequ(;uq of minee ( up to 9 round .1'.1 one day) ar>t.l. t4e .fact 
that whenever it rains. the road is a virtual saa of mud, 

I" !.\,1}I,maS1M'tI01l, 

Ho Prob1.eIJUl 

The ba:tter.1' b.a5 join3-"l J~ aDd W"Cl:t'ped.·g ar\"U:~ted mo..")~ l~esu.lt:'ing irl a, 
oparat:ing pare9nta~e of 22& .. The ·bat.~6l"1' has joined 0 :U1t; dJ>oppod g, 
of.f:tcer~,}:\'aErulting in an opera.ting ~i."Centage of §&I ... 
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PART Ill (cont)

D. CASUALITIES SUSTAINED

One (1) WIA, One (1) Non-Conbat Injury

E. NEW TECHNIQUES EMPLOYED

None

UNCLASSIFIED
F. COMMAND RELATIONS

N/A

G. EQUIPMENT

The 8" Howitzers (M110) continue to function satisfactorily. This

apare parts situation has become critical. There appears to be no relief
in sight. Weapons are being maintained primarily with parts obtained
from U.S. Army units. Three trucks have also been deadlined all month
due to lack of parts. We have received 8 new M151 jeeps and two more
new M37B 3/4 Ton trucks.

H. LOGISTICS
The resupply of "B" Platoon at Landing Zone Pete can only be accon-

plished by use of tracked vehicles. The resupply of "C" Platoon is seriously
hampered by the fact that the bridge over Cam is River collapsed. The
engineers are in the process of constructing a new bridge, The road from
Highway 1 into A-3 becomes increasingly difficult to traverse. This is
due to the frequency of mines ( up to 9 found in one day) and the fact
that whenever it rains, the road is a virtual sea of and,

I. CIVIC ACTION

None

i. ADMINISTRATION

No Problems

K. PERSONNEL

The battery has joined 32 and dropped 12 entisted men, resulting in a.

operating percentage of 93% The battery has joined 0 and dropped 2
officers, resulting in an operating percentage of 6430

Los INTELLIGENCE

No Comment

DECLASSIFIED
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,PAlT III (cont) 

The l.oss of 5 A::l/PRC 2" B in the fire at "A" Platoon ho s Cil~sf!d 
the batter.r to re-distribute ii.ts l'emaining ra dos .. ils a. l:"!~&UH- 8 Ii 
stations axe no lOflgEtr able to mOlliter &e Il'I8.uy nets as is prefef""dM e . 
This has not arfected our operatione.l abllity .. 

Qener .. uly Cooler with Frequent Thundushowars. 

o. FIRE SUPPORT 

N/A 

P.. AIR SUP~R;T 

WA 

Q. AXI;rvATI<}ii~/ D:fACTIJAT1QNS L r.gjSlGtr4TlOFJS 

Uone 

PART IV 
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CONFIDENTIAL PART III (cont)

M. CO: MUMICATIONS

The loss of 5 AN/PRC 25's in the fire at "A" Platoon has caused
the battery to re-distribute it's remaining rajios. As a result all
stations are no longer able to moniter as many nets as is preferable.
This has not affected our operational ability.

N. WEATHER

Generally Cooler with Frequent Thundershowers.

O. FIRE SUPPORT

N/A

P. AIR SUPPORT

N/A

Q. ACTIVATIONS / DEACTIVATIONS / REDESIGNATIONS

None

PART IV

UNCLASSIFIED
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

1. None

7PAGE OF 7

DECLASSIFIED


