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PART I

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

COMMANDER1. DESIGNATION

1st 155mc. Gun Battary (SP) Major E. D. LITZENBERGER
(1-2 May)4th Battalion, 12th Marines

Captain M. M. BAIG3rd Marine Division (Roin) FMF
(3-31 May)

ATTACHED UNITS

(1-31 May)Two U.S. Army M421B
Dolta Battery, 1stBrr

44th Axty

DETACHED UNITS

(9-31 May)155mm Gun Platoon
Gin Le, RVN

2. LOCATION

UNCLASSIFIED

1-31 Mays Phit Bai RVN (YD 893127)
9-31 May: 155mm Gun Platoon Gia Lc, RVN (YD 829153

3. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGHIGH

USNUSMC

EnlistedOfficersEnlistedOfficers

7 0 3158
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Ott, 9 May, 1967, a p1a.toon of 15500 Guw YE1.I) datnohod !<tt dulll in 

81.I.pport; at: Opemt10!tl CumbEWiand. The plo;bJolt. Bet utp: in Gi& LOt 3~ , 

Sng1neers oompound at: (n 829'153). 0Dl 14 May,. 19611, a plato.on. of 

.... 

Dtttil'l8' the: tllOlilLtl'lt of' May ~ the ba tteq under went.. II l.laDgo- ~eCll.gm'l.­

iMti<ln at tho. de:Canai'Vo; pOB.it:1:ona and detenaiva OOUl'l~-&tRick: pJtana.. 

~ new b.wicers werG eonatuu.aii:ad. elo:ng with an e~nai'U'G: vire. ,llt\lr 

iIng; c.d'f<Zt. The drills tOl:' mortar and/or ground attack haVIC \'l:QelL 

r-wi:ood tn' ooal»J.,e. the. 'bettol;yi to. roaat twder e.l1l. poaa:hblLo coJJdiJtiJ.ons .. 

TltQ tlie.sh.-bsng tower was oonpl.GtOtl dUl:ing th1a 16po~t:Lng pcxiod. IJnd 

it) ma.nnnd b,y tl!.s Fire D:i;reot:Lon. pexeonnel. 24 .hmu:s par ~. 

The bBtt.ar'y, had 8 hours or :f.'o~ Gn3 olasBl2.s tht& oonth.. These. 

olJass.os VOI.'Q beld on the, M-16 ri!'l!e (2 lu!s). NCO lsadaJts.h:hp (" b)~f 

F:brat A:l:d. lmat oosualtios (1 br) .. ?$.)'!BOlSlll ReB~nso (1 _). Bae:ilc 

Oo~oat±ons (1 br) f me Datema (1 l'r!!). ard II Vietnam o.ri.entatio». 

class (1 hr). In sMition to the GMS clar:)ses t illa batter,y- had e. PAM 

fire. with:! the. M .. 16 fl:Xt! 2r:J% of' our pe.l'.'Sorlnel. On tha jon, trsinirlg. wes 

hcl.d by all secmons to f'Urthar enabla the. battery to nainWn its 

ootJhat e£ficillllC:\Y. 
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PART II :

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

On 9 May, 1967, a platoon of 155cm Guna was detached for duty in

support of Operation Cumberland. The platoom set up in Gia Lo, 3rd

Engineers compound at (YD 829153). On 14 May, 1967, a platoon. of

M109's from Lima Battery, 4thBn, 12th Marines came under opoon of the

155mm Gun platoon at Gia Le.

During the month of May, the battery under went a lange reorgan-

ination of the defensive positions and defensive counter-attack plans.

Many now bunkers were constructed, along with an extensive wire lay-

ing effort. The drills for mortar and/or ground attack have been

revised to enable the battary to react under all possible conditions.

The flash-bang tower was completed during this reporting period and

is manned by the Fire Direction personnel 24 hours per day.

The battary had 8 hours of formal GMS classes this month. These

classes were held on the M-16 rifle (2 hrs), NCO leadership (1 hr):

First Aid, heat casualties (1 hr), Personal Response (1 hr), Basic

Communications (1 hr), NBC Defense (1 hre), and a Vietnan orientation

class (1 hr). In addition to the GMS classes, the battery had a FAM

fire with the M-16 for 25% of our personnel. On the job training was

hold by all sections to further enable the battery to maintain its

combat efficiency.

During this period the battery ran If patrolis and put out 16.

listening posts.
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• PJI-RT II 

f. l\. Cotlbat Mias:D.9J!S }~,!ti.;~ 

1 ~y 196:7' - 1s't 155!'!lIll Gatt ltat~ (Sp) oont:iinuetl GenaralJ. 
Suppo:it B'nl.' 13ai AO. 

9 May 1%7 - 'tat pla:1.toon, 155m Oun Bat.tery (S'l?) Geneml ')f: 
Su:pporl Op3ration Cur:herla:nti eml D:1itt.ec:t;. Support 
da.stgna:ltad. Rooon:. Pa.trols. 

b .. ~~cant;_O;pemtians 

9 ~ 196.7; - 1st platoon, 155m Gun Battery (S?) General 
Bllpporl Operation Cmnherlant\, Di:£aot. 8u.pport. 
de;):hgnate.d Heron i'8trols" 

lY- (C~m:) 

O· 

d. g~8ualilieES ~ust~ -1 U:MJ WU 

Q. ~igt.~ 

1. - Gp.nomJl~ n_Du:fring ~lii~ioa the: b'att()r,r %.'(,H:JaiMd Adcon/ 
OPOClil- of 4th Battalion, 12th Marinaa •. 

2. i!.tmP~y':' The o~l 8\1pp1l picture is Baitia!acitor.r. 
Major ±tena still on loan I!IXel 

~ mANTITY ~ 

a. il/IRe 25 2. 4tb:&.n" 12 th. Ma!r:!inoS 
b. TIl. ~12/EEB ; Jiql3n.3dMruiDiv(ltein)Fltf 
Ooo TA-1/1=T 2 1IqJ).n ~i"'1(Rein):FMi' 
d. :aO 292 , 

lI<iln ~aileinrNl' e. Cot folding, CSl1'\I'aB 1& HciJn:;d.Mald)±. If.Gi'n FMF 
r. Insec-to bar, Cot. 9 Nann 3dMa;rD Rein FMF 
g. £'Ole. folding, oot(act) 9 fuPn ~~RQin~FMF 
h. TrUtX,. 3/4 ton, ~n 1 lIq&n ~~ !talon FMW 
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PART II

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1. Combat Missions AssignedA.

1 May 1967 - 1st 155mm Gun Battery (SP) continues General
Support Phw Bai AO.

9 May 1967 - 1st platoon, 155mm Gun Battery (SP) General x
Support Operation Cunberland and Direct Support
designated Recon Patrole.

b. Significant Operations

9 May 1967 - 1st platoon, 155cm Gun Battery (SP) General
Support Operation Cumberland, Direct Support
designated Recon Patrols.

a. Cansaltica inflicted on the enery

ETA (Conf) KIA (Prob)

0 0

d. Casualties sustained -2 USMC WIA

Q. Logistics

1. Generall. During this period the battery remained Adoon/
Opeca of 4th Battalion, 12th Marines.

2. Supply. The overall supply picture is satisfactory.
Major itens still on loan are:

ITEM QUANTITY UNIT

a. AN/TRC 25 4thBn, 12th Marines2
b. TA 312/EEB HqBn 3dManDiv(Hein)FMP3
O. TA-1/PT Hq3n 3dMarDiv(Rein)PMF2
d. RC 292 HoBn 3dMexiDiv(Rein)Fif3
e. Cot folding, canvas HqBn3dManDiv(Redin)FIF18
f. Insect bar, Cot 9 HaBn 3dMarDine Rein)FMF
g. role folding, cot (set) Hoan 3dMaxDirv (Rein)FMF9
h. Truck, 3/4 ton, M37 HqBn 3dMarDiv (Rein)FMF1
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C~~il"ll"E!rl1Trr. ~ •.. ",""~-~ 

3. .t:g:!l..:,£,:::;~_:.,J)1':-'J:!:.t~ th;:'! ~~::,cd. ~® Qtrlt ~ eJ:Jg±ne 
generato:c 'W'u.s J..'>a?~rl O1!!l"or.a Jiu..."I1l 'fflfi'll'!l (S:e) ~ l!~50, ' 
while a (£Il.'lJ" t"':t'Jtr"p;r.:il:,"'k<if.;.J.;::i:v~ r.li:ilintsI"..aIloQ s~¢a was pm ... 
formed all fClO'~hcr'Wl'rEmur.dargoirl(f ~iSaloru repedira. 

4~ Fo.£1.!.gnic:~.e~ I~ has 1ieen a najor p:l1Oblm:tdUEl to the 
increane.d WgtlriJx ao:tJaunptiion durlv.g the hot w'Sathe:r: .. 

5. ~urk.~, fo Peril:!e'tar Soourttz. DUring thi$ peri.od. the 
battery leg t., f,!le 81m oon1l.a.:lt uead to!;' i111Jl:1ina:tion of ttlE. 
per:br:eter. ~iB has 100 to a dellay of' !mn. 2-5: m:im.u:uc.-s 
for illun:i:na.tion of the pa:rloeter. The bat tory' b.lrllLt sor.­
"Q1'6JJ 1!lOJ:e local oea:ur:Ltybnnkera ani individual. fighting 
holO,S.. b. lilajOlr ef:£ort '11M' made. to :topr~a. all faceta of 
the. detGIlSi~e. porlmett:%. 

6.W~tc:I:":. T.."le batt.~ oonti.nue.s to tmok',water fJ:<OO the divj: .. 
sio:a W's4.i.o:t' po~. 

f. Q1ri'l AQ;t&o~ 

.i?lans are being !llade for the brtttery' a. partiaip;!.tion in the 
civic; !1ct1on p:rogar.I of 4th B.atta,1ion" 12th Marin9S. 

g.. kgoiniatrat:liQ,B 

The battery is: J.doon 4th Batta.11olXa 12th Marines .. 

NUClhc.r cf rep!".oomentB .reCeived; 2 o.t:ttcers. 6dmldstQd 
Number of po:r:sonna] rotate rl:1 of't1ae.rt 4 eniiated 
NUI:iba:r of personneL los tiihl!ough . 
attn tmn other than l!Ota.tioru, Med, Emo.. . 

?xowt:Lonen 1 GUI:IllOry SergGant .. · 1 Staff Sargeant .. 7. La:nce 
Corpora.ls 

1. Eire Bupwr1i. 

, 
GoneraJL Support/Jle±n 4th )3atta1:hon. 12th. Matiru.s 
Q,~neral tiuPl1Or-h Operat.:i!onCL1Ilbo:nl.a.nd 
D:tmGU 5UProrit cle8igna.ted Reoon Paitmls. 
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3. (intenance. During the period & burned out main engine
generator was replaced on-one Gun, 155mm (SP), M-53,
while a quarberly preventive maintenance service was pex-
formed on another white undergoing transmission repairs.

4. Food Services. Ice has been a major problem due to the
increased water consumption during the hot weather.

5. Burkers & Perinèter Security. During this period the
battery lost the &1mm montar used for illumination of the
perimeter. This has led to a delay of from 2-5 minutes
for illumination of the perineter. The battary built ser-
worall more local security bunkers and individual fighting
holes. 4 major effort was made to improve all facets of
the defensive perimeter.

6. Water. The battery continues to truck water from the divi-
sion water point.

f. Civic Action

Plans are boing made for the battery's participation in the
civic action program of 4th Battalion, 12th Marines.

8. Administration

The battery is 4doon 4th Battalion, 12th Marines.

h. Personnel

Number of replacements received: 2 officers, Commisted
Number of personnel rotated: 1 officer, 4 enlisted
Number of porsonneL lost through
attrition other than rotation: 3 Med Evac.
Promotions 1 Gunnery Sergeant, 1 Staff Sergeant, 7. Lance

Corporals

1. Fire Support

This battery furnished fire support as follows:

General Support/Rein 4th Battalion, 12th Marines
General Support Operation Cunberland
Direct Support designated Recon Patrols

Enclosure (1)
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1st :t"'l~ {G:h$ I,e) 11 ':l 9,2- 114. 19@ 1 18 209: 
~,-. . .- - ~*~ _ .. .. 

155.mm .. GUllS (fhU: II nil) 33 14 142 139 382 }2 11 425 

.. PJill~. rr 
~----,-----------

&1JJ!.20RTING DOctrMJiJ1'TS 
-.~---.----~,~ ... -

1.. The folfowil:"l-g' erJ:r.rie.."5 .... '(me takonirol:l the eor.1put~~ rec()rd~ and £:iN. 
reports. c=-= __ 

O}17?OH JlIaY67 .- Fired :;9 roundS, 155.tt.1 GUn HE at: 100 Vi(?:~ Cor.g :itn. S:tQ8 

. [;:r!:.I'OI..L.'1ding 1"1) 9.-;60.24. ~Tega1tirwa surwiEllla!lcE4 Fire. mis-
~~ ~ . sien for D:d:v;ing taat. 22. 

Q52120H Mr:.3l0 " ... FiI.~Gd 11 rounds! 155nn Gun HE and 10.' ~1.:.1'l.C.A il1~:i!narbi>on 
, at 1 platoon of Vie.t; Gong v·ia: YD 9.85045~ ·Dcun:ls on tsmgeit,. 

Fire Mission for SE;labllOok 6·2. . 

1;1615R M~,"67 ~ Fired 8 roVM 155~:JI:1 Gun HE I\t: 4 VfO'lt Cong b r:i!ca pattiea. 
V:UG: ():."J) 995(13),. Good COl"erage. Fire miS6ion f0J']i8~ti. 
·lt~&.'ir~1.:,:tt ·!lr~118geJios_.. '. 

150$3OR Ha~,f? .• J:tr~.(!. 30' rDQ"l.C1R 155mm Gun HE a.t; 2 aompan.ica of Viet. Cong 
~ . V!l~ (iJ) Ce:,2!99:;). No su"~ella'!1ca. Fire J::1i:s3:iion :lin sup-
... :90.rJG· .;:::r Bj:v:i~fj"i"on. Int:el1e.eenae. -

19173CH Ma;;:G7; N' Fi:>terl 83r.D:mds 155nm Gun EE at sus;peciec1 Viet Gong 10-
O'l"bion 'V ic (:'::0 682088). Goed targe.t cD~re:r:.<tga. Fir !!dB;... . 
s:liOn1 for Sec:'(ld Uniforo.· .. 

211045II Ma:s67· - :P.i:!:'ecl ') ro1L~S ·155.rnm Gun HE at; Viet. COl"lg 11.:btting on Bl 
.?'" 1<:..:.m.~. 'V'ic (YD 646.19,71). Viato Coog a:L.apenaecll bu:rk.eJ! 

d~e1.Firo n:iiSf3:hon £orPe:r.rege II, 3:r.d. !lacon.: Ba:btalion. 

211'rJct1 t1~-67 - I'i:;:r.o.d 15) Ji!OlmC1A 1550m Gun HE at 1 Viet; Oont~ rliggi!]g,. vic 
(·'C)6,Ar,8.18·3). iJ:.i.o.t Cong dis,pemc.d. Fir9oiss:icon for 
:\?~j:r-t:';'.1 II ,3::,c1 1/.ec6n.·J3i';':~-G;ilion • 

. 241CL15H May67 

••• 
6 
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j. Maziona02

THE PAT i. GEA LE

1-31 May 1967

QRS UNC3S H&t TOTAL HF ILLUM WP TOTAL

1st Pitt (Gia I.e) 1 18IS17 20919011492

155mm Guns (Phu Bati) 33 189 11382 3214214 425

PART IV

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

1. The following entries were taken from the computer records and fire
reports.

03172CH May67 - Fired 39 rounds 155cm Gun HE at 100 Viet Gong in area
surrounding YD 936024. Negative surviellance, Fire mis-
sion for Driving test 22.

052120H May67 - Fired 11 rounds 155mm Gun HE and 10 rounda illumination
at 1 platoon of Viet Cong via YD 985045 Rounds on target.
Fire Mission for Seabmook 62.

131815H May57 - Fired 8 round 155tm Gun HE at 4 Viet Cong in rice patties.
via (YD 995013) * Good coverage. Fire mission foreSearch

Intellegenos.

150330H May67 .. Fibred 30 rounds 155mm Gun HE at 2 companies of Viet Cong
vic (YD 633997). No surviellance. Fire mission in sup-
port DE Division Intellegence.

19173CH May67 - Fixed 28 rounds 155mm Gun HE at suspected Viet Gong 10-
cation vic (VD) 682088). Good target coverage. Fir mis-
sion for Seaced Uniform.

211045H May67 - Fired 3 rounds 155mm Gun HE at 3 Viet Cong sttting on a
bunken. vic (YD 646497) . Viet Cong dispensed, burker
damaged. Fire mission for Perrage II, 3rd Recon Battalion.

211730H May67 - Fixed 15 rounds 155mm Gun HE at 7 Viet Gong digging. vic
(ND 648183). Viat Cong dispersed. Fire mission for
Perrage II, 5nd Recon Battalion.

241015H May67 - Fixed 27 rounds 155mm Gun HE at two Viet Gong companies
vic YD (910004) * Good coverage. Fire mission for Seabrook
63.
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