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PART I (

LEASONAL 2474

Commander
designation

Major N. J. RECEMAN
ist 125mm Gun Buttony ( GF )

2. Location

1-31 March 1958; Phu Bai, RVN

3. Battery Officers

Capt. T. P. HOWE 1-31Mar68
Executive Officer

1stLt. J. B. GRAVES 1-31Mar68
Piz.u Direction Officer

1stLt A. P. EDELMANN 1-31Mar68
Supply Officer

4. Average Monthly Strength

USN
USMC EnlOffEnlOff 50

7314
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l,'JxLi.l~ t.h<} peTioa. 1-31 11:n;'ch 1968, the ba.ttery continued 
to 11;1;'1 ~),H, .~.lif:1 llosi +1(>0, m:'ea t:md defensive fire plana. Numerous 
:nodLi.ic;:,-:jO)',:3 "TOr,> f.'.,'JQc'XJd 0.:1 perimeter bunkers, fighting 
!lCJ10b, ;iJ,jel::,Ol' tJ',,:,~l<';:;,L'..:;) c<;~J. p:)rimeter wire. As a part of the 
Oi'l. tt::lry c g ovc:raH S3Cl:..:.'Hy croasures, 31 listening :posts were 
eElt~bU.C"0d 1O\.1ld 4- p::l.trols 1:'an. 

vn '~,:, ,ii'\,,:,r;h ~S'6~.' p:~ approA.inately 0805, an explosion on 
gU,l'l. 1; 2 o~~::,';""23d tnG U\'\"<s of six E12I'lbers of tha.t section while 
anoth(j]' l~~:,S eerio:lsJ.;{ wQundod. On 30 March 1968, the wounded 
.Me.rir~'1 ':ir,:1 (yf' :~:)lD~1ioations as a. result of the aooident. !lhe 
}!l'o1::.sbjG e~.u,;J\..\, ;'?s tietermined by investigation, was the fai1urs 
vf H'd ·L,J:t.:IG:;h "c~L·::t:li ;;0 bo tully closed a>J.d locked prior to 
.t"'"!..r"!J~ f"'t., 

'-t. ~::6 11:3J:'lJh "i)~68, approxi..':1ately .four enemy mortars began 
i L't'h -8' t.o'fa.rd ·:ih.G P~lU Bai. Air lneld from a position 1200 meters 
dOll th of '!';h..3 bs.tt8-r:':r arca'\t 0300. Immediately, 200 rounds of 
'~W'1.ll 'rOm. :~d.i.'1.1u.n l:I'C' 3...i.i.l 800 rounds of .50 cal. machine gun 
nro l{f:.::::""; ·')'r:::r~h.t 'to bt;:9.r on the en.emy mortars. The mortars 
werr: 'ru·:ld.7 3:1 lencect. .til though no enemy were found when a 
~at::'G~ "[.3.S s.:nt out the fallowing ds,y, villagers in the area 
t'(''P{J):':;ed sGei."!g' tr.B e1l8ny on,rr::r-1lg" 'thai"C wounded ~y a£tlu' the 
'_n:<:;f, K- rcl'3nt ~ 
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During the period 1-31 March 1968, the battery continued
to immovia its position area and defensive fire plans. Numerous
modifications were difference on perimeter bunkers, fighting
noles, bonkers, and perimeter wire. As a part of the

battery's overall security measures, 31 listening posts were
established and 4 patrols run.

on 15 Narch 1960, et approximately 0805, an explosion on

gun # 2 claimed the lives of six members of that section while
another WAS seriously wounded. On 30 March 1968, the wounded
Merim Risi of complications as a result of the accident. The

probable currence as determined by investigation, was the failure
of the breach block to be fully closed and locked prior to

Virina

in 26 March 1968, approximately four enemy mortars began

Tiring toward the Phu Bai Air Field from a position 1200 meters

south of the battery area at 0300. Immediately, 200 rounds of

twin 40mm cannon i200 and 800 rounds of .50 cal. machinegun
fire were brought to bear on the enemy mortars. The mortars

were quickly silenced. Although no enemy were found when a

tateci was sent out the following day, villagers in the area

reported seeing the enemy carrying their wounded away after the

engenement,
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t:;-:. ~ .. ~C 1~:~ .i}\f:"C ~ . r 
Es" t;-'.;.J..~ :'J:m-$vac: lianl} 
Nor.!.-.83. -::tl e :'I"i!!"No!"le 

i>"'nLn :rt~'" tive: rj 

" 
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'1 > :)i(>g,2?._:~;12.~sonal §er.Y1£§§) Morale is good. Mail 

:::(-,In.,:;e::: r:,:rrei:E;8C diE':L->'{.l:pt9'i o ...... e to the tactical 

t, v, 

~:.; t1';'),l:'~_G!~ !::'r~ll 1ll;,;;"~fj\1 f.wailabili ty of govemt1ent air­

~,i.;br;;. ".J ';,.c:l 1: .. 1.illCl.ry Gar-vice locatmi,in vicinity of 

'" '~r~ t .. ),,} .... L;~ ?ost;. 

f, }';;C'IDo-tio.:l,g.; :'i: ? 1-:::;;:1 tc GIll; 1 PFC to LCpl; 2 Pvt to PFC 

g. Billeting: Furnished tf;anl'lie.nt billeting for 3 o££ioAr.s 

ond 20 al'J.listed personnel during March 1968. 

h. ~dministration: Nort'1al admin..i.strat.ion a.oo.omllli.ahed 

rb.r:i.'1g roe non tho 

a. 2:?l£.bat Hissions Assigned 

(1) 1-31 March 1968 - General Support/Rein 1atBn, 11 th 

!':9,rines Direct S1.1l!.Port designated Recon l'atrols. 

4-
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PRONIFICANT EVENTSSEQUENTIAL

Personacl and Administration

(i) Brittle ave:
(2) Pattle Non-Evac: None

(3) Non-Battle: None

UNCLASSIFIED

: administrative: 5

Gains

(i) ImplAcements: 22

LONG'S (accured: None

Morals and Personal Services: Morale is good. Mail
is

services care been disrupted due to the tactical

situation and limited availability of government air-

mait. 17 and laundry service located in vicinity of

comment Post.

C. Lwoulds and None

f. Veromotions: 5: ? 10pl to Cpl; 1 PFC to LCpl; 2 Pvt to PFC

g. Billeting: Furnished transient billeting for 3 officers

and 20 enlisted personnel during March 1968.

h. Administration: Normal administration accomplished

during the month.

Operations

a. Combat Missions Assigned

(1) 1-31 March 1968 - General Support/Rein 1stBn, 11th

Merines Direct support designated Recon Patrols.
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i)"tN'~2?':'& ';t:j-;.U J:.1~ guE ,:""pu;c·-;;ed the battexy area, 

:>,: :.":,·Jc;,; :';i0. Le (YD82661527) at 0900 and 

"W,O; .... :..Ll i'1:z.imuth 4500 
I"" 

j d .. L (G L~j 0005 anT;) M-5.5, 155m (SF) Gun exploded 

:'~~,L8 "5:':l.Gtcry area; 6 IOA's and 1 WIA 

.,t~~,~~ t;k;:,.Llo-J a.s p~ :r-esul t 

• ",,~,.:,!" 1\;' H;:;Gfjived tv70 M-53, 155mm (Sl?) Guns from 

~?''1, -15Smm Gun Battery (BP). Guns were 

',':.r:),;,:":1. to i.ldd ')?:.i:;-t;exy. 

',:r i </';f:~I''::'J: ;'1':'8 :f)'ired 12 round.s HE at NVA on trail 
vi G. YU? ,16024. Two confi:t-med WIA' s. 

,'u,s g,1.GU .3l10',; for 1 at Faroe Recon. 

d~'=::;GJr !'~r ~95J Y:tX.ed 6 :t'J-..llWS HE and 3 rounds VIP 
on active rocket sites vio. Y.D780070 
Two Doconda1:J explosions were obser­
'led. l'lission shot for 1st Force Recon. 

~9-:",;(,i1I iYl';-:.::, ~;J6f1 Fired 18 rounds HE on 9 v.c. on trail 

vic. YD927026. One confirmed KIA. 
Y.d.saion shot for 1st .Force RGcon. 
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ACNATTS

B. Recepital on OI the Missions

TOTAL
284

Entering

Colou one gun Reparted the battery area,68Mourthe

Sia Le (YD82661527) at 0900 and

WAS will on azimuth 4500

One gun departed Gia Le (YD82661527) at07 mm 53
1145 and arrived in the battery area at

1220

At 0805 one M-53, 155mm (SP) Gun exploded

this Battery area; 6 KIA's and 1 WIAin
as at result

Received two M-53, 155mm (SP) Guns from

155mm Gun Battery (SP). Guns were

Loed to this battery,

Missions

Mar 1958 fired 12 rounds HE at NVA on trail

vio. VD946024. Two confirmed WIA's.

Mission shot for 1st Force Recon.

Fired 6 rounds HE and 3 rounds WP
291050H Mar 1953

on active rocket sites vic. YD780070
Two secondary explosions were obser-

ved. Mission shot for 1st Force Recon.

Fired 18 rounds HE on 9 V.C. on trail
2917ACH Marr 1968

vic. YD927026. One confirmed KIA.
Mission shot for 1st Force Recon.
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'. -:' ~i:he O'Je.c~~ll su.pply 1'l,j<.:,t:..lS of the unit. uL~ti.J;d"aeWr;t_ 

'~".j 'r 1:C0::n'i on ;"OM are: 

~iC:;X)f3CC:,,:·:ji ?~.i.~t·)::·~.~~i'l1..O: J.'ri00 

S5.t;hi;, .!,~;t.:~: 

~·-I:!.t.'}1-~f:h."{ 'OJ )~:~3;-j.'2 <'·i(~ 

2-
1 

15 

18t8
11HOWBtryl Sl? ) 

RqBn3dMa.rDiv Rein)FMF 
JIqBn3dMarDiv Rai.l:1)J.lMF 

•. <} , ':~:::.:Y":in~" tho ~rrtr: oi l'I8:rch, 1 Gun, 155mm (SF) M-5}, 

.: ::: 'r.,,~.~c::0_ ,.\ ::l::J",' vc:b;)" Ono Q.uari.~8rly Preventive 

f.'7:ir~:':;';~.~:lrJ'~ \.~",r¥i.v':l ',/'3.S h31d during the month. 

'.-' ' ...... ,.: f)'1 :;"?'''\'~urier'' '1 7:1 Y" .... ch' "1":'9':'6~)' 
_ .::;,;"~-;";;::-..:.2,~,":';';.;.,;,'~_- &'J. i. - -,!...::w.. V 

~':.;:':~~, 

IJ1~5J 

lvl'~:. :: 
,~ 7 

J/J.- :Jj 
~~.,~?; 

1"' '. ': ~ 
.~.,-_., •. , "f ", 

'~""'J' 

2 

C!.ltl~l 11:11 FITtED - ...... _--_ .. -
1013 

Yes 
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W0F.K OBJ)ER i RnfARKS 
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1

Supply

(1) the overcili supply status of the unit is satisfactory.

M.jor irons on loan are:

UNITQUANTITY

1st8 'HowBtry(SP)2
1, Tolloscope, Percentric M100

HqBn3dMarDiv(Rein)
FMF

1
2. Sight, M342

HqEn3dMarDiv(Rain)PMF15
5. Chapter Magnetic

U.

(i) - During the month OF March, 1 Gun, 155mm (SP) M-53,

receaved a new tube. One Quarterly Preventive

Maintenance service was held during the month.

Amended (1-31 March 1968)

TOTAL

96545

CAN BE FIRED WORK ORDER # REMARKS
DATE D/T,

Yes
M-53213242 Yes
M-33213243 Yes
05-33213252 7es
M-53213174 Yes
11-53213207
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