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1ST FORCE RECONNAISSANCE COMPANY
""" Headguarters Battalion

" 3rd Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96601

3/810/ jle '
5750.1

4 January 1966
SERNO: 01-68

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding General, 3rd Marine Division, FMF :
Via: Commanding Officer, Headquarters Battalion, 3rd Marine Division, FMF

Subj: Command Chronology; submission of — -
(3 #p] »--;
Ref: (ag Div0 5750,1 U Q4 i]
(b) CG, IIL MAF verbal order of 2 December 1965 ,_g =
(e¢) DSO 429-65 of 27 December 1965 0 0
(a) c€G, IIT MAF verbal order of 7 December 1965 N 23
(e) CG, IIT MAF verbal order of 24 December 1965 Q)
(£) CG, 3raMarDiv verbal order of 27 December 1965 O § L5
(g) CG, III MAF Op0 306-65 (8) et *
(h) €O, 3rdReconBn FragQ of 290600Z December 1965 "
S »
Encl: (1)- Command and Staff Billets ; O
(2) - Operation Order and After Action Report 1-65, BA TO, RVN =< u
(3) - Operation Order and After Action Report 2-65, BA TO, RVN & -
(4) - Operation Order and After Action Report 3-65, BA TO, RVN ¢y |
(5) - Operation Order and After Action Report 165, BA TO, RVN Ay
(6) - Operation Order and After Action Report 5-65, BA TO, RVN ~—* -
(7) « Operation Order and After Action Report 1-65, IRA BONG, RVN
(8) - Operation Order and After Action Report 2-65, TRA BONG, RVN

(9) - Operation Order and After Action Report 3-65, TRA BONG, RVN
(10) » Go "D", 3rdReconBn Frag0 476Au65 and Patrol Report
(11) . Co "D", 3prdReconBn Fragd 477-65 (No Batrol Report)
(12) - Co "D", 3rdReconBn OpO 47865 and Patrol Report
(13) v 1st Force Recon Co Op0 12-65w |chn \

1., In accordance with reference (a), the following report is submitted for
the month of December 1965, ,

a. Organizational Data.

(1) Desienation/Iocation., 1st Forece Reconnaissance Company (-),
DA NANG, Republic of Vietnam (RVN),

(2)' Period Covered. 010001H - 312400H December 1965,
(3) Command and Staff Billets. See enclosure (1),
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() A

® o

S th. Ten (10) officers, one hundred thirty-

two (132) USMC enlisted, five (5) USN enlisted.

b, Significant Fvents.
(1) Personuel.

(a)

(b)

()

The former Commanding Officer and Communications Officer of
this company were transferred on 27 and 29 December 1965,
respectively., No replacements were provided.

On 21 December 1965, this company's persomnel readiness
catagory changed from "C.1" to "C.3" due to the following:

1/ Thgee (3) USMC enlisted KTA's occurring on 16 December
19 50 :

2/ One (1) USMC enlisted and one (1) USN enlisted WIA on
16 Decenber 1965 and evacuated on 17 and 20 December
1965, respectively.

3/ The inter-theatre rotation of one (1) officer and eight
(8) enlisted to Okinaws on 21 December 1965, Anticipa-
ted replacements of like personnel from platoons pre-
sently in Okinawa, attached to the lst Reconnaissance
Battalion, lst Marine Division, FMF, have not been
provided to date.

uf Ong (1) non-battle casuality hospitalized on 1 October
1965,

For the reasons set forth in paragraph (4), below, this
Company's ability to support subsequent missions is severly
handicapped unless additional commmications personnel are
provided., °

1/ In view of the foregoing, four (4) additional communi-
cators (MOS 2533) have been requested.

(2) §nggial_gp§:azign§. ;s directed by reference (b), g minimum of
two swimmers were provided to the Commanding General, 1lst Marine
Air Wing, for drone aircraft recovery as indicated.

(a)
(v)

CHU LAT, RW: 35 December to 20 December 1965.

DA NANG, RVN: 7 December to 20 December 1965,

2 B
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(3) Command and Control.

(a) As gdirected by reference {e¢), the former Company Executive
Officer, assumed command of this company on 28 December 1965.

(b) In compliance with reference (d), the 3rd Platoon shifted
to OPCON, CG, III MAF, on 7 December 1965,

(¢) In compliance with reference (e), operational control of the
2nd and 3rd Platoons, shifted to CG, 3rd Marine Division,
FMF, on 24 December 1965,

(d) In compliance with reference (f), this company shifted to
OPCON, CO, 3rd Recon Bn, 3rd Marine Division, FMF, on 27
December 1965,

(4) QgﬁQgniga&igng_and_ElggLrgnig_. The physical remoteness of one

(5)

platoon's objective area to another recuires an unexpected num-
ber of relay sites to ensure continuous communications, A4s re-
sult, "a11" communicators, technitions included, find themselves
manning these sites., This operational necessity severely hampers
this company's ability to perform even the minimum preventive
maintenance and repairs of its communications equipment. In
order to support operational committmeris and provide for the re-
pair and maintenance of its equipment, additional communications
personnel are imperative,

Close Combat.

(a) In compliance with reference (a), this company dispatched
one platoon to Special Forces Camp A-107, TRA BONG, RVN,
on 7 December 1965, for operations as directed by refer-
ence \g.

(b) As directed by reference (e), the 2nd Platoon returned from
BA TO, RVN, on 24 December 1965.

(¢) The Platoon Operation Orders and After Action Reports for
patrols conducted from the Special Forces Camps at both TRA
BONG and BATO, RVN, are appended as enclosures (7?) through
(9), =nd enclosures (2) through (6), respectively.

(d) As evidenced by enclosure (5)i tge Znd Platoon, while oper=
ating in conjunction with a S&ad"Trregular Defense Come
pany (CIDG), and from Special Forces Camp A-106, BA TO, RVN,
on 16 December 1965, were attacked by an overwhelming num-
ber of Viet Cong using 60mm mortars and machine guns., As
result of the action, the platoon suffered three (3) USMC
enlisted KIA's, three (3) USMC enlisted WIA's, ami one (1)

USN enlisted WIA,
5 ,i —
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(e)
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On the 5th, 13th, and 24th of December 1965, respectively,
one platoon was attached to Company "D", 3rd Reconnaissance
Battalion, 3rd Marine Division, FMF, for platoon size recon-
naissance operations of a three (3) to seven (7) day duras
tion in Reconnaissance Zones (DA NANG), 4, 4, and 5, respec-
tively. See enclosures (10) through (12), for operation
orders and patrol reports,

As directed by reference (h) and enclosure (13), one platoon
was inserted into Reconnaissance Zone (DA NANG) 5, on 30
December 1965, for a seven (7) day reconnaissance operation,

Logistics.

(a)

(v)

(e)

(8

Operational Platoons began reconnaissance missions with
Special Forces "A" Camps. The logistic co-ordination was
established between both units, for providing "tiger-stripe"
utilities, carbines, and establishing of resupply procedures
for platoons, The experience gained in this type support
will greatly enhance the success of future operations,

Division Supply approved the acquisition of Long Range Pat-
rol Rations for this unit and Recon Bn. This was a result

of information submitted by this section concerning a pro-

Ject test of the iten.

A minefield was laid as part of a barrier defense plan,
Engineer assistance was provided by a representative of 3rd
Engineer Battalion, operating with 1st Battalion, 9th Marines.
Seismic Intrusion Detectors were received and put into oper-
ation as an added part of the Camp Defense Plan.

For the first time since August, detergent was made available
to units in the DA NANG area, Another high~usage item that
is in critical demand is insect repellent.

W C s

W. C. SHAVER
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COMMAND AND STAFF BILLETS

BILLET T/0 RANK
Commanding Officer Major
Bxecutive Officer Captain
Operations Officer Captain
Intelligence Officer 1stLt
Supply Officer 1stlt
Communications Officer 1stlt

Platoon Commander, 2n& Platoon 1lstlt
Platoon Commander, 3rd Platoon lstlt
Platoon Commander, 4th Platoon 1lstlt

NAME

OWENS, Sammy L,

OWENS, Sammy L,

KOCHe G’llS A,

BEST, Sheldon J.
GOEWEY, Virgil L,
LENKER, John C,

SUTTLE, Walter G,
PARKER, Richard F., Jr.

RANK SERNO /MOS
Captain 080180/0302
1stlt 085114/0302
1stLt 085114/0302
SSgt 1306806 /0239
1stlt 088052/3002
GySgt 1113771/2539
1stlt 087585/0302
1stlt 086584/0302
1stLt 085283/0302

Enclosure (1)
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2dP1at,1stForceReconCo
BA TO, RVH
061500H Dec 1965

1.

3.

SITUATION.

2. Enemy. local VC throughout the area and possible regiment of the
325 PAVN division in the VUC LIEM area.

b. Friendly. One company CIDG with the reaction force, two compsnies
CIDG at Camp BA TO,

c. Attachments. Three men per team from CIDG gombat recon platoon.

MISSION. Determine location, identity, strength, movement and armament

of VC?PACV unite., Locate assembly arsas, training bases, logistic bases

and infiliration routes, In addition, Team 23 mske a damage estimate of
the bombing of the VUC LIEM grea, .

EXECUTION.

a. At 041500, Team 21 will move from camp to outpost South. At 050500,
move from there to objsctive area (BS 64731, 6532),

b. At 041500, Teanm 23 will move from camp to outpost Egst, At 050500,
move from there to cbiective area (BS 6336, 6436).

¢. Coordinate with CIDG on possible routes and alternate routes snd
submit overlays.

d. Coordinating instructions.
1. Thrust line - 643%4,

2. MedEvac -~ Give location. When hglicoptcf is on sight, display
red panel and throw yellow smoke,

3. E&E Plan - Move to BA TO and approach during daylight hours,

4,  Reaction Force = If you are in trouble, give your location and
situation and how you think the reaction force should be employed.
If you loate 3 target for the reaction force, give ite location
and disposition.

5. - Airstrike.~ If you call for an airstrike, be prepared to put
out panel and direct the aircraft from the ground.

6. If communications is lost, move to high ground and try to re-
establish commumnications. If commmications results in a come
plate failure, return to camp.

ENCLOSURE (2)
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7. If team is compromised, either by a firsfight or being sighted,
move to another area and attempt to continue mission.

8. When mission has been accomplished, return to camp.

4, ILOGISTICS.

5.

LS

b.

e,
d.

&,

Uniform and equipment ~ Normal, except for tiger sirlpe utilities,

Weapons and ammunition - Minimum 120 round s per carbine, 24 rounds per
M.79, 25 rounds per shotgun.

Two fragmentation grenades per man.
Rations for five days.

Specisl squipment:

(1) One yellow smoke pesr team.

(2) Ons red pansl per team,

(3) One spotting seops per team,

COMMAND AND COMMURICATIONS.

3.
b

Cu

de

&,

Team lesder will excercise command of his team in the field.
Platoon command post will be at Camp BA TO.

Each team will carry a PRC.25 with two batteries and an HT-1 as a backup
radio.

Communications will be according to the COI,
Initially, communications will be sither directly to the camp or

relayed through the relay on outpost South. Once the resction force
moves into position, they will becom the relay.

Js» Co LENKER
1stlt  P1it Cmdr.

-2ee —
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“ Copy...._of ___ropies
= 1stForReconlo

BA TO, RV

AFTER ACTION REPORT ‘ , 080800 Dec 1965

OPERATION ORDER 1,

1.
2.
3.

MAP SHEETS 6755 II, 6755 III, Series L701

PATROL COMPOSITION.

2. Team 21 - 4 USKC, 3 CIDG

b, Team 23 - 4 USMC, 3 CIDB
TIME OF DEPARTURE - 041500 for both tesus.
TIME OF RETURN

L

b.

Team 21 - 071200

Team 23 = 071300

SIGNIFICANT SIGHTINGS.

&,

Team 21

1.

2.
3.

7o

4 VC, Moving east, 645312, black pajamas, 051445, small arms ang
rucksscks.,

3 VC, moving east, 624312, black pajamas, 051445, small arms.

2 VC, possible observation post, 629322, black pajamas, 051445,
no wespons sighted.

40 VG, moving west in streambed, 655319, black pajasas, 061145,
small arms and large rucksacks.

Suspected observation post, 628300, 061525, no one was sighted,
but saw smoke from fire.

Groups of 2 - 4 VC sighted at different times moving back and
fotth in streambed, apprared to be carryving gear into the Jungle 0
growth along the streambed, 653320, black pajamas, 061150 - 06160
small arms and large rucksacks. The VC would walk into the jungle
with the packs and then walk back to 655319 without packs.

3 VC, heading east, 643316, black pajamas, 061500, small arms.

Fighting positions and burned shelters, 610299, 621301, possible
VC outpost,
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=
9. 2uitable HLZ aleng ridge line from 603299 extending east to
25295, '

Team 23

1. 2 ¥C, walking north, 638355, camouflage utilities, 051520, one

carbine, one BAR,

B
2. One thousand pounds of rice, 633354, 051520, rice was too green
to bum.

3. 3 VC, mowing southeast, 624350, two in black pajamas, one in
camouflage utilities, 060740, Mol rifles.

4. Fighting positions at 632357, large foxhole with grassy patch
in the center « presumed to be used for shooting at aircraft,

5. Suitable H%gis at 622356, 632357, and along ridgeline from
624355, expending south to 622344,

7. OBSERVATIONS.

-

Team 21 - It is believed that the 40 VC were moving equipment into
the jumgle at 653320. Thay were seen moving into the jungle with
large packs and then moving back up the stream in small groups
without packs,

The CIDG personnel moved very good. Much of the time the terrain
was very open and had it not been for the ground fog, the VC obser-
vation posts could have seen the patrol.

Team 23 - The ridgeline extending from 619369 southeast to 632357

has VG observation posts which makes entry to the VUC LIEM grea very
difficult from the west. The three VC sighted at 624 360 wers taken
under fire by one of the CIDG with the patrol before they were in
range. Had it not been for this incident, they may have not seen

the patrol. As a result, the patrol was compromised and had to leave
the area. The patrol was able to see into the VUC LIEM grea prior
to the firefight, however, all thst was sesn was one buildine and
some vurned off areas, HMost of the hills that the patrol moved
through were covered with punji stakes, The VC are believed to employ
radio jamming techniques because several times Vietnamess would cut
in en transmissions,

8., CONCLUSIONS.

e

Team 21 -~ CIDG personnel were an asset to the team because they know
the area. Although they can't read a map, they were able to take the
team where it was to go. Language was not a big Sactor, Most of the

communications was done by sign language.
me2em A
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b. Team 23 ~ The CIDG personnel with this tesm had poor fire discipline.
gad it not been for this the patrol could have stayed in the ares
onger,

d. C. LERKER
1st It, Pit Comdr.

B
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& ) Copy.__of._ _copies

) - 1stForReconCo
, - s 071300H Dec 1965
. | BA 70, RVN
OPERATION ORDER 2° |
SITUATION.

1.

2.

3.

s. Epemy. Local VC throughg;t the area ind possible elements of the
325th PAVN division.

b, Friendly. Three companies CIéG to remain at BA TO, Regotion force

will be on call to move out from the camp.
c. Akiachments. Three men from CIDG combat recon platoon.

HISSION., Determine location, identity, strength, movemsnt and armament

of VC/PAVN units., Locate assembly areas, training bases, logistic bases
and infiltration routes, N

EXECUTION.

a. At 081600, Team 22 will move out frcmvcawp to outpost South. At
090600, move from thers to the cbipctive area. (BS 5727, 572R, 35827,
5828, 5928). ,

b. Coordinate with CIDG on routes and alternate routes to and from the
Objective area.

e. Coordinating instructions.
(1). Thrust line - 5928

(2) MedEvac - Give location. When helicopter is on sight, display
red panel and throw yellow smoke.

(3) E&E Plan - move to BA TO and approach during hours of daylight,

(4) Reaction force - If you are in trouble, give your location and
situstion and how you think t'e reaction force could be used.
If you locate a target for the reaction force, glve its loecation
and disposition.

(5) Airstrike - If you call for an airstrike, be prepared to display
panel and direct aireraft from the ground.

(6) If commnications is lost, move to high ground and try to re-
establish commnications., If communications is a complete fail-
ure, returm to bass,

(7) If team is compromised, either by a firefight or by being sighted,

wove Lo antcher area and attempt to continue mission.
ENCLOSURE (3)
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4,

5.

I0GISTICS.

e

COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS.

a'
b,

Ce

d.

(11 One yellow smoke per teanm,
(2) One red panel per team.

(3} One spotting scope per team.

DECLASSIFIED

Uniform and equipment - normal except for tiger stripe utilities,

Weapons and ammunition - Minimum 120 rounds per carbine and M3A1,
24 rounds per M.79, 25 rounds per shotgun.

Two fragmentation grenades per man,
Rations for four days.

Special equipment.

Team leader will exercise command of his team in the field.
Platoon command post will be at Camp BA TO.

Each team will carry a PRC.25 with two batteries and an HT-]1 as a
back up radio.

Communications will be according to COI.

J. C. LENKER
lst Lt Plt Cmdr.

BT
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QIIIIIIIIIII' Copy._.of___copies

18tForResonCo
BA TO, RVE

1008008 Des 194
AFTER ACTION REPORT 965

1. OPERATION ORDER 2
2, MAP SHEETS 6755 II, III, Series L701.
3. PATROL COMPOSITION: Team 22 - 4 USMC, 3 CIDG
4, TIME OF DEPARTURE: 081500H Dec 1965.
5. TIME OF RETURN: 091°00 Dec 1965.
6. SIGNIFICANT SIGHTINGS:
a. FPossible HLZ site at 577287, large enough for two Ho34 Aireraft.
b. Two (2) fighting positions 577287, possible VC cbservation post.
e. Two (2) suspected VC, moving north, 579232, one wearing black pajamas,
other wearing black bottoms and green utility jacket, 091130, no™
weapons sighted, one man carrying brown object.

7. OBSERVATIONS:

a. It is belisved that the two VC were moving to possible OP site to the
north.

8, GONGLUSIONS:

a. The patrol moved well and was ahead of schedule to the objectivs,
CIDG personnel were an asset to the team because they know the area.

b. The team had problems with communications dne to the large masses in
the area,

J. C. LENKER
1stlt Pit Cadr,

--1——

st S B AL K.
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Cop¥mn ot COPLES
1stForReconlo

OPERATION OBDER 3 ' BA TO, RVN

1.

2.

3.

091300 Dec 1965

.

SITUATION.

a. Epemy. Locsl VC throughout the area and possible elements of 325th
PAVN division.

b. Friendly. 3 companies CIDG at Camp AN THAI. Resction force of one
company on call. ’

e. Agtachments. One CIDG from the combat recon platoon.

MISSION. Determine location, identity, strength, movement, and armament
of VO/PAVN units. Locate assembly areas, training bases, logistic bases
and infiltration routes.

EXECUTION.

a. At 101500 move from Camp AN THAI to EF/PF Outpost at BS 580346, At
éloégo move from Outpost to vicinity of TAN AN (1), (2), (8BS 6039,
5040 ) o

b. Coordinate with CIDG on routes to ard from the area.

¢. Coordinating instruections.

(1) Thrust line 6036,

(2) MedEvac Give location, when hellcopter is on sight, display red
panel and throw yellow smoke. '

(3) E &E Plan - move to BA T0 an aé?roach during daylight honrs,

(&) Reaction force - If you are ingfrouble, give your location and
situation and how you think reaction force could best be employved.

(5) Arstrike - If you call for an airstrike, be pfepared to display
red panel and direct aircraft from the ground.

(6) If commmication is lost move ¥o a location where it can be re=
estsblished, If communications is a complete failure, return to
base. =

i

(7) If team is compromised, eitheF by a firefight‘or by being sighted,
wmové to snobher area and attempt to continue mission.

~ ENCLOSURE (&)
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LOGISTICS.

2.

b.

A

C.
d.

Uniform - Normal except for tiger stripe utilities.

Weapons and smmunition - Minimum 12" rounds per Carbine and M3A1,
24 rounds per ¥.79, and 25 rounds per shotgun.

‘2 fragmentation grenades per man.

Ration for 4 days.

Special equipment.

(1) 1 yellow smoke per team.
(2) 1 red panel per tean,

(3) 1 spotting scope per team.

COMMAND AKD COMMUNICATIONS.

2.
b.

c‘

d.

Team leaders will exercise command of his tesm in the field.
Platoon command post will be at Camp AN THAI,

The tear will carry a PRC.25 with two batteries and an WI-1 as a
backup radio.

Communications will be sccording to UOIL.

J. C. LENKER
1stlt Plt Cedr,

T— S
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— latForReannCe
iy BA TO, RVN

120800H Dee 1965

Jgoplies

AFTER ACTION REPORT.

OPERATION ORDER 3

MAP SHEETS 6755 II, III, Series L7n1.
PATROL COMPOSITION . 4 USMG, 3 CIDG.
TIME OF DEPARTURE . 101500 Dec 1965
TIME OF RETURN - 111630 Dec 1965.
SIGNIFICANT SIGHTINGS:

2. L4 VC, heading northwest, 591365, green utilities, 111045, carrying
small arms and one rucksack.

b, 4 VC, standing on top of hill, 609366, uniform undetermined, 111220,
M.1, BAR, and other small arms,

¢. One suspectiad VC, standing om top of hill, 605375, uniform undeter-
mined, 111245, mo equipment sighted.

d. Two VC, standing on top of hill, 598358, uniform undetermined, 111400,
one automatic weapon cn bhipod.

e, 7 suspected VC, standing on hill, 619369, uniform undetermined, 111400 ,

equiptent undetermined,
OBSERVATICNS:

While observing VO at 609366 the patrol's position, which was at 591369,

was compromised. A fire mission with a 4,2 mortar was run on this sighting.

The rounds landed in the area the VC were in but the patrol could not cone
firm any VC KIA's, The patrol then moved to 585368 and sizhted the VC

at 598358. A fire mission was run on them and again the rounds landed
where they were sighted, but the patrol could not confirm any KIA's,

The patrol leader decided that because the mtrol had been compromised
they would retunn to base,

While observing village in 5837, 5838, the patrol cbserved many peopls

moving around the area. There appeared to he several young men smoung

them. They were all dressed in black pajamas and coolie hats. Né wea~
pons were sighted, Wvhile observing the village, an incident took place
worthy of note, A man wearing a light colored poncho was sighted at

o]

| &
|
|
L
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- 587374, He had four men around him and by their actions it appeared that

the one man was making an inspection of the rice fields in the areas.
While he was in the area, everyone stopped their work and lobked at him,

The patrol found twe booby trapped 60 mm Mortar rounds at 5913656. These
were the only obstacles the patrol encountered.

The terrain in the area is very open in some places, but there is enough
cover 10 enable undetected movement, The tops of the hills are covered
with short grass snd small bushes,

CONCLUSIONS. The three CIDG that accompanied the team were a real
asset to the patrol. It would be to the advantage of the team to work

with the same men on subsequent patrols, Thsy moved very good and
are outstanding scouts.

J. C. LENKER
st It Plt Cmdr.

e D
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OPERATION ORDER 4 1a Tnggcvéﬁ'éo

131300H Dec 1955

1. SITUATION.

a. Epemy. Local VC have been sighted in the area. Suspected combat
outpost line extending from hill 508 at BS 619369 to BS 640329,
Possible Regimental Headquarters and staging area of 325th PAVN
division in VUC LIEM garea. ”

b. Friendlv. One company CIDC at patrol base, 2 companies CIDG at
¢. Attachment. Three men per team from CIDG at patrol base, 2 cowmpanies

CIDG at Camp AN THAIL.

2, HMISSION. Determine location, identity, strength, movement and armament #
of VC7PAVH units. Locate assembly areas, training bases, and infiltra.
tion routes,

3, EXECUTION.

s. At 140600 ene CIDG company with three Force Reeon Teams will depart
Camp AN THAI and move to the ebjective area vieinity BS 6407329 and
set up patrol base.

(1) Team 21 - Subsequent to arrivel at patrol bose, team will move
to vicinity 657347. Oa erder, returm to patrol base.

(2) Tesnm 22 - Subsequent to arrival at patrol base, team will move
to vieinity 652322. On erder, return to patrol base.

(3) Team 23 - Subsequent to arrival at patrol base, team will move
to vieinity 645357, On order, return to patrol base.

b. When all teams have returned to patrol base, CIDG company with
sttachments will returmn to camp AN THAI; sweeping the valley in
BS 5834 and 5934 from East to West on the way.

¢. Coordinating instructions.

. (1) ch}dinatts will be given by subtracting 2 from the second,
third, fifth, sixth numbers in a six diget coordinate.

. (2) MedEvsc - Give location, when helicopter is on sight, display
red panel and throw yellow smoke.

(3) E & Plan - Move to BA TO and approsch during daylight hofirs.

(4) Reaction force - If you are in trouble, give you location and
situation and how you think reaction force could best be em-
. F )

ployed. 7 -
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(5) Airstrike - If you eall for an airstrike, be prepared to dis-
play red panel and direct aircraft from the ground.

(6) If commmications is lost through both primary and altsrnate
means, return to patrol base. ,

(7) If team is compromised, either by a firefight or by being sightdd
rove to another area and attempt to continue mission,

LOGISTICS.

2.

b.

C.
d.

LAY

&.
b,
e.

d.

Uniform and Equipment- Normal, except for tiger stripe utilities,

Weapons and ammmication - Mimimum 120 rounds per Carbine and M3A1
24 rounds per M.79, 25 gounds per shotgun,

Two fragmentation grenades per man.

Rations for fiv? days.

Specid equipment

(1) Special equipment: One yellow smoke per team.

. (2) One red panel per team.

(3} One pair binoculars or spotting scope per tean,

COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS,

Team leader will exercise command of his team while on patrel.
Platoon command post will be at Camp AN THAI,

Each team will carry an PRC.10 with two batteries.
Communications will be according te COI.

J.C. LENKER
lst Lt P1t Cmdr.

o BECLASSIFIED
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1stForitaconCo .
7 BA TC, RVN
AFTER ACTION REPORT 170%00% Dec 1965
1. OPERATION ORDER 4 )
5. VAP SHEETS 6755 II, IIT Series L701.
3, PATROL COMPOSITION:
s. Team 21, 4 USMC, 3 CIDG
b. Team 22, 3 USMC, 3 CIDG
e. Team 23, 4 USMC, 3 CIDG
d. Reaction force and patrol base defense consisted of: 53 CIDG,
1 USMC, 1 URS, 1 USSF, 2 LLDB, 2 Kungs, 1 Intsrpreter.
4, TIME OF DEPARTURE - 140530 for reaction force and teams.
5. TIME OF RETURN . Thos personnel khat returned, returned at diffarent
times on 16 Dec 1965. '
&, SIGHIFICANT SIGHTINGS.

4. Team 21

(1)

(2)
(3)

(%)
(5)
(6)
(7)

(8)

4 VC, observation pest, 645344, gray, black and khaki uniforms,
151000, weapons undetermined.

2 VC, heading morth, 625357, black pajamas, 151050, small arms.

1 VC, sitting in foxhole, 622346, black pajamas, 151050, small
armes,

5 VC, sitting under tree, £35357, 151115, uniforms and squip-
ment undetermined.

5 VC, observation post, 654336, 2 gray, 3 black uniforms,
161130, samll arms,

5 VC, observation post, 656343, 3 gray, 2 black uniforms,
161220, 1 BAR, 4 small arms,

3 VC, obsarvation post, 647347, gray black and khaki uniforms,
161220, small arms.

Fiftesn VC, hesding north, 660341, khaki and gray uniforms,
161400, small arms and heavy packs,

T, JRI
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b. Team 22

(1) 6 nhuts at 639310, not occupied, sweet potato patches and chicke
sns in the area, 151220,

(2) 3 VC suspects, moving west, 642312, black psjamas, 151220, no
waapons sighted.

(3) 2 VC, sitting in place, 639340, 151303, uniforms and equipment
vadetermined. ,

(4) Well concealed village consisting of 12 large huts and several
small enes at 641313, The large huts were 1¢ - 20 feet square.
The village is estimated to be capable of housing 200 men. Eagh
of the big huts had bundles of freshly cut punji stakes inside
huts, Some of the huts had food inside them, Thers were 1is-
tening posts to the north, east and west of the village with cem-
munlcattion wire leading to them, There was some livestock 1in
the area snd also some tunnels, Two propagands leaflets were
feund, one in Chinexe and the other in Vietnamsse. Both were
subsequently lost, The Vietnamese leaflet was translated and
s3id, "Eager te Learn Cemmunist Party Letter,”

(5) Suspected cache sighted at 632212. Seven feet wide, 10 fest
leng, and 3 feet high. It was made of bamboo snd wooden
planks and thatched all areund.

(6) Two large buildings at 693315. One sppearsd to have two Leveld
They weres will concealed. OSmoke was coming from a chimney in
ene, .

e. Team 23

(1) Pour suspectsd VC, standing on tep of hill, 617337, black,
gray, and khaki uniforms, 151045, ne wsapons ef equipment
sighted. . :

(2) Thirty VC, moving south 634355, i511@0, wniforms and equipment
undetermined,

(3) Three VC, moving seuth, 6347344, gray uniforms, 151145, small
arms,

(4) Four V¥C, sitting down, 625357, 151200, weapons and equipment
undetermined,

f

e on the night of 16 Dec 1965.

7. MNarrative of the attack on the patrol bas

o SR

o
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By 161730, all reconnaissance teams had returned to the patrol base located
at 640329, The entire patrol base was preparing to depart for BATO at 0600
the next morhing. At approximately 1900, two mortar rounds landed en the
north side of the hill. During the next two hours, the VC dropped sn esti.
imated 100 mortar reunds on the hill, had strafed it with automatlc weapons
and had physically assaulted it with an estimated 150-200 men, Due te the
mortar attack, the Americans and €IDG had trouble organizing a good defenss
or counter offensive. Evaryone was broken up inte small groups. When it
appeared that the VC had taken the hill and that there was not a force
large enough to launch a counter attack, the groups began to carry out the
eontingency for escape and evasion. )

Most of the small groups moved awsy from the lmmediate area thet night.

At first 1light, they began their movement to BA TO. Aleng the way, small
groups would link up with each other. Some eof the men had been wounded,

but they all moved slow enough se that everyone could make it to BA TO. The
VC had search parties out attempting to pick up survivers. By 19 Decermber,
there were 4 USHMC, 1 USSF, 2 LIDB, 1 Fung, and 17 CIDG, mission in action.

. 2
The VC were believed te have used a 57mm recoilless rifle and 60mm mortars.
It is questionable as to whether they had 8lmm mortars. ‘The VC that assual-
ted the hill were wearing & variety ef uniforms, Some had en black pajamas
and black rain capes with a straw helmet covered with waterproofing material.
Others had on camouflgge utilities, Some of tre YU wers weraing cartridge
belts with eantesns snd magazine pouches. It is believed that the VC in
the black rain capes were North Vistnamese and that they were in command.
The interpreter stated that some were speaking North Vietngres and that others
were spesking Montagnard. The assualt force appearsd to have good leadership
and good discipline. Their attack was well planned and well executed.

8, OBSERVATIONS.

2. The VC sightings on the high ground are part of a corbot outpost
protecting the western approaches to the VUC LIEN area,

b. The villages at 639310 and 641313 urglusnd to house VC in the
VUC LIEM area, They were well concealed and probably could not be
ssen from the air. It is possible that there are several more in the
areg. ' s

c. The suspected supply cache at 632312 is possibly one of several
that the VC use to disperse their supplies.

d. The two large buildings 693315, areiééssibly used as a hesdgumrters
of for storing supplies or could possibly be a field hospital.

e. Seme of the VC that attacked the pafrol base wers part of a main
force unit. They were well trained and well disciplined.

=
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f. The mortar attack on the patrol base dispersed the peeple and breke
up their defemsive posture. Had it not been for the mortars, the
hill ceuld possibly have been sucoessfully defended.

9. CONCLUSIONS,

2. Had it not been for the attack on the patrol base, the operation
would have been highly suacessful. The patrel base mowed inte an
area from which the teams counld operate eut of and get into their
ob jective arsas undetected.

b. The patrel base remained in the same lecation for three nights

which pessibly contributed

to the success of the VC attack, How-

ever, 1f the patrel base had moved, it would not have moved far
because the teams were operating in the clese vicinity, and the
VC eould have laumched a similar attack on any hill in the area.

The patrol base was on the

bast defendable high ground in the area.

J. C. LENKER
lstlt P1t Cmdr,

--k—
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2,

3.

Copy__of__eopies
ZndP1t, lstForReconCo
BA TO, RVN

2017150 Dec 1965

SITUATION.

8.

b.

Egeny. As briefed.
Friandly. As briefed.

MISSION., To recover USMC MI}'s and assist in the recovery of USSF
and Vietnamese MIA's at or near BS 632337.

EXECUTION.

- 9

b.

. Move out in column with 30 CIDG of Co 122, 10 CIDG of
Co 153, 10 CRP, 65 Nungs, 2 LLDB, 4 USSF, 3 AATTV, and 1 Interpre-
ter, to vicinity BS 630323, Establish a 8;?”1 base and proceed
there from to T with &0 CIDG, 10 o 2 USSF, 1 Interpre-
ter, and 2 LLDB, ate and recover MIA's and return to BA 10, RVR.

SJ;ME%- On order procead from patrol base with the CIDG per.
sonnel to (BS 6307323) and move to BS 648727, Locate and recover

2]l Marine MIA and assist in the recovery of all other MIA's and
return to the patrol base with the bodies for subsequent return to
BA T0, RVN.

Coordinating Inatruations.

(1) Time of Departure: 210430H,

(2) Time of Return: 211800H,

(3) Return to patrol base NLT 211400H.

(4) Exercise extreme caution in recovery of MIA's due to probable
booby traps.

(5) E&E Plah. If orgenised resistance with the enemy is made --

..1-—

fENCLOSURE (6)
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(a) Enroute to and from patrol base. Stay together and assist
the main body in rappelling the attack and/or movement
through to the objective area.

. wd

(b)

¥hile conductine recovery of bodies. Break contact and
return to patrol base with CIDG personnel,

{e¢) Should the main body be despersed and overrun, break into
two and three man group and E & E to Camp BA TO -~ approach
the eamp during daylight hours.

(6) Insure extreme caution is exercised when recoveries bodies or
gear due to possibility of booby-trapping. Secure a line to
aach and move from its original position before proceeding.

4, ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.

Se

2
b,

Ce

d.

e,

Dniform and Eguipment. Normal to include tiger stripe utilities,
Arms and Amsunition. FNormal with at least 250 rounds per man,
Special Fquipment.

(1) Four (%) grenades per man.
(2) One red panel per man.
(3) One (1) 30 foot section of line per man.

Rations. One wmeal per man,

Reports. Situation Report to Camp BA TO, RVN, each hour on the
= po
our.

COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS ELECTRONICS.

de

(1) gge HT.1 with the recovery group and snother with the Platoon

(2) Red panels will be used to identify friendly units to orient
gireraft during overflights should the main body become desper-
sed.

i
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(1)

(2}

Decisions made while on patrol will be arrived at Jjointly
between the senior Marine, Platoon Leader of the Nung Force
and the LIDB in Charge of the CIDG personnel,

Sgt BAKER and I will rvemain at the patrol base site during
the recovery of hodies.

S. L. (WENS
1stLt USMC
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1stForReconCo
BA TO, RVN

221300 Dec 1965

AFTER ACTION REPORT

1.
24
3-

7.
8.

9.

Operation Order 5.65
Ref: MAP, VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheets
Patrol Composition:
a. USMC 1gtLt OWENS, S.1.
Sgt  BAKER, W.L.
Sgt BLARTON, C.G.
1 YOURG, E.F.
pl  BROWN, M.L,
FFC WEINER, M.L.

b. 30 CIDG from Co 122, 10 CIDG from Co 153, 10 CRP, 65 Hun§s, 2 LLBB,
4 USSF, 3 Australians, 1 interpreter, and 2 Nungs (A-106).

MISSICN. To recover USMC MIA's and assist in the recovery of USSF and
Vietnamese MIA's gt or near BS

) ’ 6403;7.4‘
Time of Departure/Time of Return: 210510 Dea/211750 Dec 1965,
Conduet of Patrol:

a. Patrol route: route of approach and return determined by security
force (see overlay).

b. Terrain: Hills coversd with high grass, objective area Bald Hill.
C. Obstac;asz Panji stakes in base area. |

d. Mines and booby-traps: None,

Enemy Information: See Narrative.

Results of encounter with enemy: See Narrative.

Significant Activities:

2. Propaganda Analysis: KN/A

b, Hamlets Enecountered: None

e¢. Change in Taties: HNone

elem : r )
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d. Suspected Infiltration Routes: NKN/A

e. Miscellaneous: N/A

¥gs mission accomplished: Yes, However due to the aonfusion between the
CING personnel the USSF MIA was left at the recovery site. Plans to
recover his body on 22 Dec 1965 are being preparsd.

Conclusions, and recommendations. Nons,

Enclosure (1) Narrative

(2) Overlay
(3) Statements of personnel recovering bodies (coples)

S. L. OWERS
1stlt USMC
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CONFIDENTTAL

N@ATIVE of AFTER ACTION REPORT of OPERATION ORDER 5.65

The patrol départed Camp BA TO, RVN, at 210510H and moved to a Camp outpost by
2106150 and waited until it was 1light enough to proceed farther,

At 210635H, the patrol departed for movement to the patrol base, Upon reaching
the patrol base (211110H), the CIDG, 2 LLDB, 2 USSF, 1 interpreter, and § USMC,
moved to B3 640329, in search of the MIA's, Enroute to the patrol base, one
V05 was sighted at B559¢ 369, He continued to parallel the patrol for about 500
meters staying just out of small arms range. .

Simultaneous with our arrival at the patrol base sight, two L.19's came "on
station" to provide support. At 211300H, they sighted six VC st (BSC/x3e3)
and subjected them to rocket and automatic weapons fire. The pilots reported 1
VC KIA, The others were dispersed and did not cause further difficulties.

The recovery element of the patrol arrived at the site in which the MIA's were
located at 211145H, Reports of findings were transmitted periodically and at
one time it was reported "20 bodies were found". It was later learned that this
was in error due ito dupliecity in countings by the personnel making the recovery.
It was definite, however, that there were thrse Marines,.. SISSON, MOORE, AND

JOY, one USSF .. WEST, and nine CIDG, and one LLDB lieutenant located making a
total of 14 bodies.

At 211245H, it was reported by USSF personnel, on the recovery site, that they
were experiencing some difficulty in getting the CIDG to assist in recovery and
preparation of US personnel for evacuation, Later the LLDB Sergeant allegedly
rectified the problem,

At 211340H, helicopters requested for evacuation of the bodies, arrived snd
subsequently returned all, exclusive of the USSF Sergeant, to Camp BA TO, It
is significant to mention that at 211435H, each group, USMC, CIDG, and USSF,
reported all bodies had been evacuated.

The recovery party departed for the patrol base at 211435H, and arrived at
2115008, _

At 211510H, the entire patrol departed for Camp BAT, and arrived at 211750H,
Inmediately upon our return, Capt PATTON, Senior Advisor, USSF, Camp A-106,
BA TO, RVN, informed me that Sgt. WEST's body (USSF) was not among those bodies

returned,

Prior to and after our return the bodies of US personnel and the LLDB Lieuten-
ant, were evacuated to Chu Lai, RVN,

S. L. OWENS
1stLt USMC
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e 7 Copy,_of...Copies

B3 F1t 1stFoReconCo
N 1108000 Dec 1965

OPERATION ORDER 1-6%
Rep: (a) MAP: VIETNAY, 1:50,000, Sheet numbers 6656 I, 6756 IV
Time Zone: H

1, SITUATION.
a. Epemy. Current Isums and Intel briefings.
b, _Friendly., -do-

2. MISSION.

a. Conduct a recon of the objective area (overlay) to determine location and
extent of VO activity,.

3, EXECUTION.

a. 14 man recon platoon will depart camp 120500H and move overl,nd to objective
grez, conduct recon, and move overland back to camp.

b. Composition of Recon Fl%.
1stlt Suttle - P1t Ldr Team 31 (-Cpl Buchholz)
GySgt  long Team 32
HN Olsen Team 33

c. Cpl Bushholz will remsin in camp to assist in comrwatch.
d. Coordinating T .
(1) ETD . 120500H
(2) ETR - 131500H or 14 Dec 1965 depending on enemy sighting.
(3) Route - see overlay
(4) Debriefing - upon return te camp.
L, ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.

2. Bations - As prescribed by Platoon lLeader.
b. Arms and Ammo - minimum of 200 rds/man.
(1) 1-K-79 w/24 rds will be carried.

8. Upniforms - camouflage utilities,
ENCLOSURE (7)
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CONFIDENTIAL

d. gggigéggﬁ - as prescribed by Pit Ldr except as follows for med evac sign-

5.

e,

£.

aling..

(1) vellow smoke « 1

(2) red flank panel -1

(3) green lens flashlight - 1

Wounded - will be treated by corpsman and 1f necessary med evac will he
effected.

POW . no POW's will be taken.

COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS.

a,

be

Ce

d.

(=2

EZguipment.

(1) 1 - FRC . 25 §/2 batteries
(2) 1 - PRC - 10 w/2 batteriss
(3) 2 - HI.1

Frequency - 39.4 for our reporting and sir/ground frequency. The FT.l
frequency is preset crystal.

Ga11 Signs.

(1) Camp - Envious 18

(2) P1t - Bulldog

Team code will be used to identify personnel if neasded.
Reports.

(1) Spot Reports - As they occur using detailed SALUTE format,
(2) Sitrep

(a) Scheduled contacts - At 0900, 1500, 2100, 0300 starting 120900 -
give situation and present location,

(b) Broadcast Times - At 0600, 1200, 1R00, 2400, starting 120600.
(3} Thrust line - Base point is 360860 = tase direction is north.

{4} Check Points - Chegic points will be called in & plt crosses,

£, Base station will monitor continously unfil completion of patrol.

W G SUTTLE

n iri Town ————

J
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10,

11,

AFTER ACTIOY REPORT
Operation Order 165
Ref: (a) MAP: Vietnam, sheet nuwber, 6A56 I, 6756 IV
Patrel Composition:
2. 13 - USMC 1 « USH
b, 1stlt Suttle -« Patrol Leader
Mission:

a, Cenduct a recon of the cbjective area to determine location snd extent
of VO actigdty,

Time of Depsrture - 120505H CIDG Patrel 151000H
Time of Return ~ 1313508

Routes - see overlay

Tarrain:

2. The high ground, for the mest part, is forested with a 30.35 foot can-
opy. The veg~tion under the canony is not thick and there is 1ittle ground
covar, Areas of secondsry growth arse sbundant, They consist ef bambee,
elephant grass and thicket from A=1? feet high. The hills are steep and
recky and the lack of ground cever makes them muddy and slippery. There

are many landslide areas throughéut the area of operations. There are many
streams and old trails not shown on the maps. Movement is difficult at times
dus to the steep, muddy terrain and thick secondary growth,

Enemy:

a. ¥o signs of recent VC activity were observed., At the hut at 3A1847 was
found an empty 7.62mm(US) cardboard cartridge box and the bottem of a carline
msgazine, however, these apreared to be several weeks old. A check of the
known, old VC positien on the ridgsline in the vicinity eof 370R65 was made
and ne recent activity was noted.

Map Corrections:

2. Several old trails were found on the ridgelines in the ar~a, Nearly
every draw had a flewing stream in it from 2-20 feet wide,

Hie=sllanecus Information:
a. Orange peels le-s than a wesk cld were found at IRRR6L,

b, Leeches abound in the area and present 2 problem to troops.

DECLASSIFIED |
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12. Gondition ef ?utrol and Eguipment:
2. Personnel - numercus leech bites but no complications,
b. Equipment - good condition.

13. Conclusions and Recommendations:

a. HNo siens ef recent VC aétivity was ebserved on the high rideges and
st=ep hills,

b, lug soldd boots are essential in hilly wuddy terrain.

W, G. SUTTLE
1stLt USMC
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CONFIDENTIAL

OPERATION ORDER 2.65

£

Co ___ef__cogi.es
34 P1t 1stFoReconCo
Tra Bong, RVN
140930H Dec 1965

Ref: (a) MAP: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheet numbers 6656 I, 6756 IV.

Time Zone: H
1. SITUATION,
a. Enemy. ~ Current ISUMS and Intel briefing,

b. Friendly.- -do-
2. MISSION. |

2. Conduet a recon of the objective area (overlay) to determine location of

VG 5th District HQ.
3, EYECUTION.

a. 9 men our patrol will depart 150400 with CIOG Co on search/destroy mission.

Upon reaching vieinty of objective area, our patrol
ly to objective area and accomplish mission.

b. Composition of Patrol.

Team 32 Sgt Blankenship - Patrol Ldr
Team 33 .
HY Olsen

will move independent.

¢. 1stLt Suttle and Sgt Schmitt will accompany one day CIDG Patrol.

d. Soordinatine Ingtructions.
(1) ETD . 150400
(2) ETR - 171700
(3) Route - see overlay
(4) Debriefing - upon return to camp. '
%4, ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.

a. Rations - as preseribed b;y patrol ldr
b. Aprms and Amro -~ minmimum of 200 rds/man,
(1) 1-¥-79 w/2L rds will be carried,

C. Ef_n;f_qm -~ As preseribed by Patrol Idr,

ENCLOSURE (8)
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d. Eguipment - As preseribed by Patrol Ldr except as follows for med evac
signalling,

(1) 1 - yellow smoke
(2) -1 - red flank penel
(3) 1 - green lens flashlight

e, Hounded - Will be treated by corpsman and if necessary med evac will be
effected.

f. EQW - if unavoidable take a POW only if it will not jeapardize the Patrol,
5. COMMAND AND COMMUNIGATTONS. |
2. Eguipment to be Carried,- minimure
(1} 1 - PRC.25 w/2 batteries
(2) 1 - PRC.10 w/2 batteries
b. Frequencies - 39.4 Mc for our reporting and air/ground,
c. Lall Siens
(1) Camp - Envioue 18
(2) Patrol - Bulldog

d. Team code will be used for identifying personnal if needed,

e, Heports
(1) Spot Beports - As they cccur using detailed SALUTE format,
(2) SitRep

(a) Scheduled Contacts - At 1500, 2100, 0300, and 0600 starting 151500
give aituation and present location.

(b) Broadcast Times - At 1200, 1800, 2400, and 0600 starting 151800,
(3) Thrust Line - Base point is 450870 - base direction is north.

f. Base station will monitor continously until completion of patrol.

W G SUTTLE
1stls USMC

e
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AFTER ACTI'N REPORT oA gO%Mngcv%nﬂo
Operation Order 2.65 1R0800H Dec 1965
Ref: {(a) MAP: Vietnam, Sheet numbers, 6656 I, 6756 v
Patrol Composition: '
a. 8 . USKC 1 - USN
b. Sgt Blankenship - Patrol Lesder
Mission:

a. Conduct a recon of objective area (overiay) to determine location and ex-
tent of VC activity.

Time of Departure - hase camp 150420H  CIDG Patrol 151000H
Time of Return - 171630H

Routes -~ ser overlay

Terrain:

2. ZThe terrain on the north side of the river from the river to the foothills
is composed of rolling hills cut by many stream-filled draws, Old and new rice

. paddies are prevalent thrcughout the area. There are many scattered huts as

shown on the map, The vepation is mostly secondary growth and very dense in
most areas paking foot itravel Aifficult and in some areas nearly impossible,

Enemy Sightings;
2. No VC sightings were observed however the following observations were matle,

b, Huts in grid square 44R9 cortained blue and khaki clothing similar to that
worn by VC on CPERATION STARLIGHT, No personnel were around the area.

¢. Thach Bieb (1) (a1l sightings were fresh)

(1) Hedgerow showed recent clearing as if in preparation for digeing a pos-
ition in it,

(2) At the corners of fields and hedgerows were found many de-p holes with
dug out caves (ses sketch) covered with brush and palm frounds,

(3) A trench 30-40 meters long with a chest high fense in front formed by
cutting a hedgerow down,

d. There were no young men in any villages observed,

DECLASSIFIED




10.

11,

12,

13.

PEIERAI. e ]

e. The patrol moved through several open areas and were observed by VNt's,
The VN's ware startled, afraid, ani openly hostile to the Americans,

f. A 50 eal machine gun was heard firing at 1513150 from the south side of
the river. A Caribou (CV.?) wass flying through the arez at the time and the
firing ceased when the Caribou went out of range,

¥ap Corrections:
s, Villages were smaller than indicated on the wap,

b, Many trails exist throughout the area north of the river from Tra Bong
to Thach Bieb,

¥igeallaneous Information:
a. High activitygét night at An Foa PF outpost on hill 181 (4786),

b. FEast of ohiective area was heard an automatic wearon with exceptionally
high rate of fire and was thought to 1t be a US type weapon.

¢. Ford across river east of Dang Plui, Small ¥ids were observed crossing
river even though torrentisl rains from 15.17 Dec. hat considerably raised
level of river,

d. From north side of river opposite Dang Plui to the north of hill 71 (35°8)
rune an extensive trail network. The start of the trails have heen recently
camouflaged., Once vru break through the carouflage, the tralls widen out to
£-7 fest as they have besn recently cut, Overhead cover is found on wost of
the trails. Travel from Dang Flui to hill 71 can be accompliished unohserved
from the air by a large force with eouipment in a short time if they have good
knowledee of the trails. The traj]l runs generally close to the river,

Condition of Patrol:

@. Personnel - good some imersion foot and hand, most were tired and slightly
run down from constant movemsnt through difficult terrain and constant wind
and torrential rain. Numerous skin rashes and leech bitesi no complications
that rest and drying out will not cure.

b. Eauipment - geod

Conclusions and Recommend-tions:

a. Due o slow movement of CING Co during movement to vicinity of objective
area, recon patrol lost several key hours thus preventing their checking out

the NE section of obsective ares. Use of CING patrols to cover insertion of
tegms rust be reevalusted,

h. It is apparant the VC influence in the objective res is extremely strong
dus to preparation of positions and attitude of people,
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c. Improvement of trail on north side of Tra Bo ;
hoe by VO to attack Ten Bong, 2 Bong indicates possible future

W. G, SUTTLE
1stlt USKC

o o o _ e L . [ oo
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OPERATICON ORDER 3-6%

Ref

.
.

Time Zone: H

1,

2.

3.

4,

SITUATION.

2. Enemy - Intel brief USSF

b.

Ce

Friendly ~ -do-

Attachments/Detachments - none,

MISSION,

Copy__of__Copies
34 F1t 1stFoReconCo
Tra Bong, RVN
1917008 Dec 1965

(a) MAP: VIETNA¥, 1:50,000, Sheet Number 6656 I, 6756 IV,

a. Conduct reconnaissance of objsctive area to determine location, nature,

and extent of VC gotivity.

EXECUTICN.

a. Concept. Depart ecamp 210700 in company with CIDG Comb~t Recon Platoon
and proceed through village to objective area where patrol will leave CEP

be

. and prodeec independently, CRP will recon eastern portion of ebjsctive

area. Upon comglation of recon return to eamp., Duration of operation is
dependent upon YO getivity - maximum of 2 days.

Patrol Compostion.

Q USMC 1 USRK

1stLi Spttle « Patrol Idr
HE Olsen

e. Coordinating Instructions.

(1) ETD - 210700
(2) ETR - 231500
(3) ERoute - se~ overlay

(4) Debriefing - upon return to camp

ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS

& Fations « 4 "C" rats/man (stripped)
b, Args and Ammo - 1-M-79 w/2h rds

Taam 31
Team 32

ENCLOSURE (9)
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5

Ca

d.
e.

f.

minimum 200 rds/man, minimum 2 fragmentary grenades/man, ¥.1/2 carbine
28 issued.

Uniform and Eouipment
(1) sop
(2) HMad Evac Kit
(a) 2 - yellow smoke
(b) 1 - red air panel
(¢) 1 - green lens flsshlight
Personnal Bffects - ID . SOP
Wounded - Med evac will be utilized if nemded,

POW - Avoid taking POW's but if possible without jeopardizing safety of
patrol, take POW and gbort mission.

COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS

Le

Ce

d.

Zguipment

(1) 1 - PRC.25 w/2 BA 386

(2) 1 - FRC-10 w/2 BA 279

(3} A1l comm equipment will bs waterproofed for rain and stresm crossings,
Call Sigms

(1) Camp - Envious 18

(2} Patrol - Bulldog

Erequency

(1) Recon report and sir/ground 39.54 Me
{2) Monitored by camp 24 hrs/day
Scheduled Contacts

(1) o900, 1500, 2100, 0300

(2) Report status and lecation,
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e. Broadcast
. (1) 1200, 1800, 2400, 0600
f. Ihrust Lips
(1) Base Point 290900
(2) Base direction - N is up
2. S E 3
(1) ¥hen occur - use detailed SALUTE format,

h. All air request/medevac through Envious 18.

i . W G SUTTIE
1stLt USMC
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~ " Copy.__of.___copies
T&A Py stForReconCo
AFTER ACTICN REPCRT » RWN

1.

3.

ln.

11,

230800H Dec 1965
Operation Order 3f5

Ref: (3) MAP: Vietnam, Sheet numbers, 6556 I, 6756 IV
Patrol Composition:

a, 9 . USMC 1 -~ USK

b. 1stLt Suttle - Patrol Lesder Team N
BN Msen Team 32
Migsion:

a. Conduct reconnaissance of obi=ctive area to determine nature, axtent, and
locatinn of VC activity,

Time 0* Departure: 210700H

Time of Return: 2215000

Routes: see overlay

Terrain:

a. The terrain encountered was tyrical of the area, steep, rocky hills heavily
forested with msny areas of secondary growth, Travel through the area is ex-
tremely 1ifficult and slow except through use of old trails and stream beds,
Enemy:

2, Yo enemy sightings were observed,

Yap Corrections:

a. Many small streams are present., Nearly evary major draw has one at this time,

b, Numerous slide asreass in the area.

¢. The contour intervsl is deceiving as there are many high hills (40.150 femt)
that are not dArawn or not easily discerned on the wmmp:.

Miscellaneous Informatirn:

a, Montoguard camps were found at 274R%0 and 273784, The camps were in sood
state of urkeep. They consisted of vines stretched between tre-s to hang pone
éhos on and supports for a lat’ice like bed or for hammocks, Many fireplaces
were rresent and firewood was stacved nearly., There appeared to be saveral
chairs or tahles 4in the sreas, A typical site consisted of (see sketeh) a
framework for sleening, cooking fire, and other frames for sitting ete,

_
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The carp at 274790 could suprort sprroximately A0 people and the one at 273°%%
spproximately P0. Both camps were alongside the Sone La Thein and had rood
cover from aeriz]l observation. Therm were no signs of recent use of either

camp.

b, 0ld punji strkes were found at 221277, Holes in the area indicate this
was possibly the site of an old position. The area wes heavily overgrown and
#nd had not sesn uses in years,

c. New punji stakes were found at 273822, They were on a finger at the edee of
2 slide grea and had besn poritioned after the slide. No trails were in the
arez and it was not s natural route.

d. Bo signs of recent activity were seen on the road west of Tra Bong along

b e

%’-ﬁ TN

Condition of Patrol:

a. Various skin rasshs snd infecti~ns are prevalent with 211 hands. WNo Com-
rlications are expected,

Conelusions and Recommendations:

2. The tervain encountered is best woved through utilizing available trails,
ridgelines, and streams, As all are natural routes, patrols must exercise 2
high degree of security,

b. The good weather throughout the operation improved foot trafficability
100% through the area and made stream crogsings much easier,

‘ S N
c. The CIDG Combat éiécn Plateoon was utilized to cover insertion of the pat-
rol to the objective area an® to cover part o the objective area., The proved
effective in the insertion phase howsver their use on overnight patrols is
sti?1 in question.

d. The Pontoguard carps mste ideal way stations or harbor sites for VC.

W, G. SUTTLE
1stlt USMC
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. Copya.of_Copies

3d Reconmaissance Bn
TANARG, RVN
081715H December 1965

PATROL REPORT

DESTGNATION OF PATHOL: Chueklé-1

MAPS: Vietnam, 1:50,000, Sheet 6659 III, Saries L.701

1.
2,

3.
4,
5.
6.
7

STZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (3) Off (13) Emd (1) USN

MISSICN: To conduct an area reconnaissance of RZ #i establishing day OP's
and night ambush sites.

TIME OF DEPARTURE: 051315H December 1965
TIME OF RETURN: (081130H December 1965
ROUTE: N/A

OBSERVATTENS: No visusl or physical contact with the enemy was made.
OTHER. INFORMATTON: ’

(1) 3 days of extensive scouting and patrolling resulted in negative sightings
of enemy or friendly forces.

" (2) At 0B0900H (AT 848762) & booby trapped CHICOM grenade was found. Tt was

wE

83
)
1C.

placed in the brush along the side of the trail and anchored by means of bande
olesr straps tied to the grenade and the brush, A trip wire extended across
the trail at a height of approximately 1R inches and was tied to a spaling. The
booby trap was destroyed in place. )

(3) Trails throughout the patrol's area ef operations did not appelr to have
baen used recently. Many are overgrown with vegetation.

(%) Comenmications with the ANfPRC.25 was generally good.

RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: Kg contact was made,

CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSPTION OF ANY DEAD OR WOUNDED: Fair,
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: Wone., E

D. L. GRARNIS
1stlt lstfb:eqqnco

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER: None.

& L T T g e

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

e . v g.0of Copies

CONFIDEITTAL Co, D 3d ReconBn
DA NANG, RVN
0708000 Dect5

Operation Order 477.65

Ref: (a) BnOp0 348.65

Time Zone: H

.353__rginias§iga= Reference (a)

1. SITUATION,
s. Enemy Forces.

(1) Current INTSUM's, Coordinte with S-2 prior to dsparturs for '
current information,

b. Fridndly Forces.
(1) Co A = RZ's 2 and 3 WFST of grid line "%, Primary Freq: 79.8,
(2) GCoC a RZ.6, Primary Freq: 4.9,
(3) Force Racon, RZ.4, Primery Freq: 84,9,
(1) 2nd P1t (.}, Co C, IdReconBn,
(2) sth P1t (.), 3rd Force Recon,

2. w- Company D and attachments conduet continuous reconnaissance
operati-ns in RZ's 4, 5 and 6 to determine extent of enemy activity.

3, EXECUTION,

a. Concept of Operations. Company D and attachments accomplish their
zssigned mission by meintaining ares surveillance and gafmlling
in aseigned RZ's as scheduled in parsgraph 3b below. See Annex

4 (Operstion Overlay).

b. Eatrol Schedule.
(1) 1. 9.13 Dec 65 2nd P1t, RZ's 5 & 6
{=' 2, 913 Dec 65 3rd Plt, Ré.h
3. 13.17 Dec 65 1st P1t, , RZ..5
L, 17.19 Dec 65 3rd P1t, RZ.5
5. 13.18 Dec 65 Force Pi1t, RZ.L
6. 13-1R Dec 65  3d P1t, Co C RZ.6

? U 7 (11)
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c. Coordinating Instructions.

1)
(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)
(6)

(7)
(8)

(9)
(10)

(11)
(12)

(13)
(15)

(15)

(16)

Refer to 3b above for commitment dates.

Establish patrol bases in respective RZ's and conduct squad
patrols gs indicated in Annex A (Operation Overlay).

Coordinate all adjacent patrol activities prior to departing
Battalion GP.

Patrol routes as indicated in Annex A (Operation Overlay)
will be strictly adheared to. Any variation from assigned
areas of patrol will be, first, coordinated with the Company
Commander.

Contact incoming patrols and conduct liaison, with special
emphasis on their PB's, routes and enemy sightings,

Coordinate with the respective infantry units into who's area
you will be working,

Coordinate with respective 1nfan£ry FSCC prior to departure.

Coordinate logistics requirements with Company 1st Sgt. maxe
imum utilization of available vehicles will be used.

gll patrols will effect liaison with infantry unit located on
111 41,

Check patrol radic frequencies with Battalion Communieations
prior to departure to Battalion CP.

Rules of engagement apply.

Alpha Sierra Report will be made every hour. Alpha BRAVO reports
will be submitted when setiing in for extended periods of time
and on order. FMaximum effort to maintain communications will be
nade at 31l times,

Be continuously alert for LZ's and RZ's.

A complete and thorough briefing will be conducted by the
Company Commander or his designatéd representative prior to
departure,

Be prepared to call and adjust artillery fire snd air strikes,
and to recoumend infantry reinforcements as required,

Submit 1ist of patrol members 4o this cp prior to departure.
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(17)

(18)

Debriefing by Battalion S<2 immediately upon return to the
Battalion area,

Remenber, aggressive reconnalssance is utmost in accomplishment
of mission,

4, ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.

. 3, Sufficient CLASS I and V to sustain operation.

b. Uniform snd equipment in aeccordance with Company SOP.

5, COMMAND AND COMMUNICATION.ELECTRONICS.
2. RBadio Frequency: Primary 46.9; Alternate 44.3,

b, L£all Signs. i
(1) 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Plts. =. SCAT 1D, 2D, and 3D respectively.
(2) Force Platoon -~ CHUCKLE 4,
(3) 2nd Platoon, Co € .. SCAT 2 CHARLIE.
(4) Infantry Regiment . SCAT DELTA,
(5) Relay = SCAT DELTA RELAY,
c. Logs of Communications. After 12 hours return to Hill1 41,
d. Lodes:
(1) Thrust Line: As indicated in Amnex A.

(2)

Anthentication: CITY .. STATE.

Jda. S. TARDY
Capt USMC
Commanding

Amnexes: Annex A (Operation Overlay) to Operation Order 477-65.

DISTRIBUTION:

G'-E

3dMar
3a¥ar FSCC
1/1

1/3
3dRaaonbn

Co D, 3dRecondn 74

e R
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OPERATION CRDER L78.65

Copy._of __copies
Co D, 3dReconbn
DA NANG, RVN
1516730H Dec 65

Ref: (a) MAP: VIETNAK, 1:50,000, Series 1701, Sheets 6558 I and 6653 IV

(b) DBnOpO 349-65
(¢) BnOpO 351-65

Time Zone: H
Task Organization: Company D (Rein)
Headquarters Section
H&S Company (-)
Det, Comm F1t
Dat, Med Section
Det, ARVN Section
lst Platoon
2nd Platoon
3rd Platoon
1st Platoon, Foree Recon

1. OSITUATION.
a. Epemy Forces.
(1) Reference (b).
(2) Current INTSUM's,
b. Friendly Forces.
%(;1) Company A, RZ.3,

(2) Company C, RZ.5,

a4
c apt, TARDY
L+ . BUBERT

Lt. MCDERMOTT
GySgt BUHL
Lt, BEST

Lt. PARKER

(3)  12th Marines will provide artillery support.

(4) 1st MAW will provide fixed and rotary wing air support.

c. Attachments and Detachments.
(1) Task Organization.

(2) Effective on order.

-61--

ENCLOSURE (12)
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MISSION. Company D (Rein), eonduet continucus reconnaissance in RZ.-l4,

placing emphasis on the location of suitable routes, OP's, and LZ's
SOUTH SOUTHWEST of HILL 995 (AT 821705) leading into the EASTERN end
of Happy Valley.

EXECUTION.
a. Concept of Operation.
(1) 3rd Platoon (Rein).
(a) Depart LZ FINCH on BoDayifgz at E-Hour by helicopter and
1ift to vieinity (AT 832685),
(b) Proceed by foot and establish platoon PB vic HILL 7R85
(AT 808650).
(¢) Locate and plot suitable routes, OP's, and LZ's from drop
off point, with emphasis in GS's R065, 8066, 8165, and B166.
(@) Be especially alert to movement into and our of the EASTERN
end of Happy Valley.
(¢} Provide screening force for the company in assigned grid
. gquares on order, »
' : =
(£) On Order, proceed by foot to 1.2 vie (AT 832645) to be 1ifted
our on or about 27 Dec 1965.
(g) Operation will be entirely conducted to the EAST of grid
line 80 for a period of about six days.
(n) See Annex A (Operation Overlay).
(2) 2nd Platoon (Rein),
(&) Depart LZ FINCH on D-Day at H-Hour by helicopter and 1ift to
vie (AT 845724),
(b) Proceed by foot and establish platoon PB vie HILL 1279
(AT 00),
{¢) Locate and prlot suitable routes, OP's, and LZ's from drop
off point, with emphasis in G5's 8068, 8067, and 8069,
% ;
(d) Be especially alert to movement into and out of the EASTERM
end of Happy Valley.
() On order, proceed by foot to LZ vic (AT 845724) to be 1ifted

out.

S, l;—

st
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(3)

(£)
(g)

(n)

Operation will be entirely conduct to the EAST of grid

- line 80 for aperiod of about five days.

Be prepared to relieve the lét Platoon on or about 27 Dec
65, and to operate in RZ.4, Details to be announced.

See Annex A (Operation Overlay).

lst Platoon (Rein).

(a)
(v)
(c)
(a)
(=)

(r)

Depart LZ FINCH on D2 at M_Hour by helicopter and 1ift to
vic (AT 845724),

Proceed by foot, locate and secure an area suitable for
company PB vic HILL 995 (AT 821705).

Dispatch one squad size patrol to depart HILL 995 on D-Day
in time to reach helicopter LZ vie (AT 845724) to guide
Commend Group to company PB.

Be prepared to provide companv FB security.

Locate and plot suitable routes, OP's and LZ's from drop
off point, with emphasis in G5'S 8168, 8169, and R170,

On order, proceed by foot to LZ vie (2T 845724) to be 1ifted
out,

Operation will be entirely conducted to the EAST of grid line
80 for a period of about six days. ~

See Annex A (Operation Overlay).

Hegdquarters Section.

(e)

(a)

(e)

Depart LZ FINCH on D-Day at H-Hour by helicopter and 1ift
to vie (AT 845724).

Conduct 1link up with squad from 3rd Platoon and proceed by
foot to company PB wie HILL 995 (AT 821705).

When directed, proceed by foot to LZ vic (AT 845724) to be
1ifted out,

Opera*ion will be entirely condwcted to the EAST of grid
line 80 for a period of about five days.
See Anmex A (Operation Overlay).

690
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(5) A4th Platoon. Force Recop.

(6)

(1)

(2)

(3)
(&)

(5)
(6)

(7)

(8)

(a) Depart North Fort at 241500H Dee 1965, proceed hy foot and
conduet continuous squad size patrols in GS's 8373, 8374,
8475+ and BWE, g L6t NG

5667 “L6T

(b) Particular emphasis will be placed on the TUNG SON Valley
Ares.,

(¢) Return to north Fort not later that 300900H Dec 1965.
(a) See Annex A (Operation Overlay).

Non-availability of helicopters will delay company operations
until rescheduled.

 Coprdinating Instructions.

Patrol routes as indicated in Annex A (Operation Overlay)
will be strictly adheared to. Any variation from assigned
aresas of pairol will be, Tirst, coordinated with the Company
Commander. S

This headquarters will coordinate with infantry FSCC prior to

" daparture and with respective infantry units into who's area

we will be working.

The company 1st Sergeant will be in charge of SCAT DELTA REAR
and will coordinate all logistics requirements.

4th Platoon, Force Rscon, is responsible for transportation and
logistics requirements to sustain its own operation.

Rules of engagement apply.

A complete and through briefing will be conducted by the Company
Commander prior to deaprture.

Accurate and timely reporting is of utmost concern to this command.
Maximum effort will be made to maintain communications within/

platoons, with the Headquarters Sections and with SCAT DELTA.

Alpha Sierra Reports will be mate to the Headouarters Sections every
hour. Alpha BRAVO Reports will be made to the Headquarters Section
shen "Setiing in"for extended periods of time. FB locations will
be reported immediately upon establishment.
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(9) Prior to sctivation of the Headquarters Section in the field,
rports will be made directly to SCAT DELTA.

(16) " Requests for artillery or air support will be made to the
Headquarters Section. If approved, dir~ct communications with
SCAT DELTA is authorized. Be prepared to adjust artillery fire
and air strikes as required.

(11) Insure that every man is thoroughly briefed on operation prior
to departure.

(12) Remember, be ageressive, alert, and accurate. This is utmost
in good reconnaissance.

.5 1 3
£13) D-Day is 19 December 1965.
H-Hour is 1300 L-Hour is 1000 MHour is 1000

(14) One sniper rifle will be carried with the lst and 2nd Platoons.

4, ADHI?I%TRATIOH AND LOGISTICS.
a. OSufficient Class I and Class V to sustain operations.
b. Uniform and equipment in accordance with Company SOP.

c. Requests for resupply will be made to the Headquarters Section as
required.

d. Requests for MedEvacs will be made to the Headquarters Section.
5, COMMAND AND COWIC!TION_.ELECTRONICS.

a., Radio Frequeney: Primary 46.9, Alternate 44,3

b, GCall Signs:

(1) Headquarters Section SCAT DELTA 4

(2) 1st Platoon SCAT DELTA 1

(3) 2nd Platoon SCéT DELTA 2

(4) 3rd Platoon SCAT DELTA §

(5) 4th Platoon, Force Recon CHUCKLE &4

(6) STAKBOUT | SCAT DELTA

(7) Relay SCAT DELTA RELAY
w5

o
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(8) Inner-platoon call signs will be established as required in the

(1)

(2)
(3)
(1)
(5)

following manner:

Example:

SCAT DELTA 2, this is SCAT DELTA

2-1 (Pronounced two-one, indicating 2nd Platoon, 1st Sguad),
c. Zlogs of Communicatinong. |

In case of loss of communications, continue to qug;to a new loce
ation until contact is made.

In case of radio failure, return to Company PB.

4th Platoon, Force Recon, will return 4o North Fort is 12 hours
lapse without communications.

d. Codes.

Passwordf/Countersign

(a) Primary = THIN HAIR

() Ailternate . RED LABEL

Thrust Line - 8167

Force Platoon Thrust Line - 8575

Authenication - CITY/STATE

UBC:

0123456789 . BLACKNIGHT.

J. S. TARDY
Capt USMC
Commanding

Annexes:  Annes A (Opéraiion Overlay) to Operation Order 478.65

DISTRIBUTION:

G=3 (2)
G-2 (2)
3rdMar (1)
3rdMar, FSCC (3)
1/1 (1)
1/3 (1)
3rdReconEn (6)
Co A (1)
Co C (1)
Co D (6)
Force Recon (1)
Recon Group Alpha

TaTAL 26
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COFIDENTI A.!

DESIGNATION OF PATHOL: Puncuation b

Copy No of Copies
3d Heconnzlssance Bn,
DANANG, RVN

3011000 December 1965

PATROL. REPORT

MAPS: Vietnam, 1:50,000, Sheet No, 6658 IV, Series L-701

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (14) Enl (1) USN

2. MISSION: Esteblish OP in vicinity of grid square (AT 8668) and
observe the valleys to the North and East,

3, TIME OF DEPARIURE: 241L00H - December 1965

L, TIME OF RETULRN:

3010308 - December 1965

5. ROUTE: Refer to Operation Order L78-65 (See Overlay)

6. OBSERVATION OF ENEMY AND TERRAIN:

18 woodcutters entered the area,
29 woodcutters left the area

60 woodcutters enter the érea -
76 left in groups of 15 and 20

Marines in Helo's landed and received automatic

1 round fired, sounded like M-1

5 to 8 rounds semi-automatic fire, sounded Like

L} VCS entered ruins of church

TIME COORDINATES  CBSERVATION
261045H (AT 880678)
2611U5H (AT 880678)
2709550 (AT 880678)
271L0CH (AT 880578)
2TLOL5H (AT 878688)

weapon fire,
271652H (AT 873688)
281615H (4T B873688) .

, sniper

2817458 (AT 88568L)
290930H (AT 8716681)

30 men with weepons in rice paddy

7. OTHER INFORMATION;

(1) 2610450 at (AT 880678) 18 woodeutters entered the brush and 29
cameg oulb and returned East,

]
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CONFIDENT’L

10,

11,

(2) 270955H at (AT 880678) 60 wood cutters in groups of 15 and 20
entered the brush and 76 came out and returned East,

(3) 2BL7U45H at (AT 88568L) I VCS wearing black with coolie hats
entered the ruins of a church, Artillery fire was c¢alled with 3
direct hits on the church. None were seen leaving the area. They
carried 4 rifles, 2 packs and 1 ruck sack,

(L) 290930H abv (AT 87168L) 30 men wearing green uniforms and
carrying weapong appeared through the fog, They appeared to be
Marines., They disappeared in the fog at (AT 893678),

(5) The platoon carried 1 PRC 25 and used 2 batteries, The first
battery was changed after 57 hours, They also had 2 PRC 10 radios,
1 did not work,

RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: None,

CONDITION OF FATROL, INCLUDING THE DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD OR WOUNDEDs
Condition good, morale good,

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: None,

wﬁ MoBLLy

35GT Force Reconm,

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER: Nene,
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CONFIDENTTAL . : . Copy___of___copies
‘ QtForceReconCo
NANG, RVN

2914150 Dec 1965
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Change number 1 to Operation Order 12-65
Ref: (a) 00, 3rdReconBn msg 201310H Dec 1965.
Tine Zone: H
1., Mzke tﬁe following pen changes to Operatiéﬁ Order 12-65.
a. Paragraph 2.a. Delet;a "0 December 1965 through 5 Jamuary 1966,

b. Paragraph 3.a. Change the first sentence to read: "Upon receipt of this
order and when directed about 30 December 1965, the platoon located at
TRA BONG, RVN, will move overland by foot to Objective "™N", Annex A
(Operations Overlay), conduct reconnaissance operations of that objective
for a period of five days and return,"

¢. Paragraph 3.c. Delete entire paragraph and insert the following:
"Upon receipt of this order and when directed about 30 Deceimber 1965,
proceed overland by foot to Objective "N", conduct unilateral reconnais-
sance/surveilance operations of that objective for a period of five dags
and return,”

W. C. SHAVER
Captain, U.S. Marine Corps
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION:

Eves (18) “
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OPERATION ORDFR 1255
Ref: (2) ™AI': VIETYAM, 1:50,000, Sheet numbers 6659 ILI, €658 IV, 6656 I,
and £756 IV , :

Time Zone: H

1. _,_s ITT_‘_‘..]‘A.IFLOE e
a. Euzpy. As briefed by the Intelligence Officer.
b, Ixiendly. As briefed by the Intelligence Oificer.

c. Atlaghments/Detachrents. None.

2, MISSION.

&. In coordination with U. 5. Forces located at TRA BONG. RVN, condunt
unilateral reconnaissance operaticns in the walley comoslax Lounded
by Grid Line BS 92 to the Scuth, 5 3% to the Norih, 5 57 o the Vast
and BS 34 to the East, 30 Lecember 1965 through 5 Jaraary :966.

b, Conduct ground recormmaissance/surveilance in RZ 5 (DA NANG, RVN),
30 December 1965 through 5 January 1956G.

3, EXECUTION.

a. Congept. On 30 December 1965, the platoon located at TRA BONG, RVN,
will move overland by foot to Objective "N”, Ammex A (Cperations
Overlay), conduct reconnaissance operations of that cLjective area
and return by foot on 5 January 1966, On 30 December 1565, onc plae
toon will depart Camp Merrell by helicopter to Landing Site *BLUE",
conduct reconnalssance operations of Objective "T", Ammex A (Oper-
aiions Overlay), smd be recovered by hellicopter from Landing Site
"GREEN" on 6 January 1966.

b. 2nd Elateon. At 300700H, move by helicopter from Camp MERRELL, to
Landing Site BLUE, conduet reconnaissance/surveilance of Obfective
"T" through 5 Janmary 1968, and be in pcsition for recovery by ' i
icopter at Landing Site GREEN at 060700H January 1966. Alternzie
insertion ard recovery will be overland to or from Fill &1 AT

c. 3rd Platcon. At 300430H, proceed overland by foot to Crjeclive "7,
conduct unilateral reconnaissance/surveilance of that cbjesiiin acea,
and return to TRA BONG, RVN on 5 Janmary 1956. :

d. 4th Platoon. Continue present operatiens and upon revoiery L2 pre-
pared foi* subsequent employment.. -
e. Headguarters and Service Platoons.

(1) Provide suppor: ae required to inciude the continued sccurit-
and adwministration of Camp MERRELIL.

- (2) Attach one Corpemen to sach platoon for operations.

. Supply Officer. Provide for the support required in paragrarh 4 -
include requests made by the Platoon Commenders and Section Leszi: - .
as approved by the Commanding Officer, 1st Force Recommaissiziac -.w
PAany .

Z. Commnications Officer. 7

(1) Provide comsmnication oﬁera.t.ing instructions and rmg o '
accordance with peragreph S.a. ' ENCLOSURE (13)
- T Ty T

]
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(2) Establish and maintain

relay sites
jtive communications, .

as necessary tc insure posS-

Coordinating Instrulions.

(1) Llanding Sites: BLUE (AT )
' GREEN (AT ]
(2) Thrust Lines? 2nd Pilatoon (AT £7350650)
3rd Platoon {7 ~30930)

(3) Specific Reconnaissance Observation Missions: As briefed by the
Thtelligence Officer.

(4) Platcon Commanders effect

Jiaison with friendly units 24 hours
prior to insertions. * .

P

(5) Tnclude an Escape ahd Evasion Plan in ezch- pl

atoon operation
arder.

(6) Take VC/PAVN prisoners whenever possible.
(7) Debriefing of the Platoon Leader, 2nd Piato

on will be accormrlished
by 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion 5

.2 Section, ASAP upon yrecoverys

L, ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTIGCS.

a.

b,

€.

f.

Upis B ;- Normal.

A a ! nition. As directed by Platoon Command ers.

Rations. As directed by Flatoon Commanders .

Medical.

(1) Sertously injured personnel will be evacuated at the discretion
of the Platoon Cormanders. - :

(2) One Corpsman will sccompany each platoon.

Prisaoners. A11 VC/PAVN pi'isoners will be evacuated ASAP.

Reportsg.

(1) The 2nd Platoon will submit overlay of primary and alternate -

reutes, and their respective check points, both to and from
their objective ‘area 24 hours prior to insertion.
(2) The 3rd Platoon will transmit DY radio,

schackled coordinates
£ ¥heir, eheck points both to and from
o insertion. S

their objective are a-prior:
(1) Platoons submit names of participating perscnnel to the Company'
S-3 prior to their insertion. The 3rd Platoon will transmit num-

ber and patrol jesder only; however, 211 numes of participating
personnel will be kept on file at TRA BOVG, RVN.

(&) Situation veports, jocation/situations,
: d_eparturej.;of each platoon and every

(5) 3rd Pleatgon prepare two copies of your operation order and after
action report to be delivered to thi

s headquarters ASAF on first
available transportation upon your recovery.

will be submitted upon
hour theweafter.

(6) All Spot Reports and for sightings (SALUTE format) will
mitted in:detail immediately w

be sub~"
pon their ocouUTrance.

e P e
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5, COMMAND APD_“MMUNTGATIONG ELECTRONICS.
a. Commuricaiicns.

(1) Freamens

: : s, As direoted by Comrmmications
Operating Instructions.

(2) Yellow emoke will be used to identify landirs 1jtes to effect
helicopter recovery. «

(3) A red panel w111 be displayed to identify Teams/Platoons prior
to aud during air strikes,

(4) Chsllapee_oud Password. to be prislished immediately prior to
a platoons insertion.

b, Command.

(1) The 3rd Flatoon C.P. is located at TRA BONG, RVN, (BS 333878);
" however, the Platoon Commander will exercise eontrol of his
teams from within his objective area.

(2) The Company C.P. will remain at Camp MERRELL.
W. C. SHAVER
Captain, U. S. Marine Corps
Comnxiing <

ANNEX A (Operations Overlay)
DISTRIEUTION:
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