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Commanding Officer, Headquarters ~ttalion, 3d Marine Division 
(Rein), »iF 
Commanding General, 3d Marinl Di~Si~ (Rein), FMF 

Command Chronology; submission of '. ; 

1. Forwarded. Contents noted. 
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3d Mar Div

9366Copy #

RJP/wdg
5750
Ser: 026-65

(UNCLAS UPON REMOVAL OF BASIC CORR) 7 Jan 1966

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CO 1stForReconCo ltr 3/SLO/jlc 5750.1 of 4 Jan 1966
Ser: 01-66

From: Commanding Officer, Headquarters Battalion, 3d Marine Division
(Rein), FMF
Commanding General, 3d Marine Division (Rein), FMFTo:

Subj: Command Chronology; submission of

1. Forwarded. Contents noted.

DrR.J. PERRICH
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1ST. FORCE RECONNAISSANCE COMPANY 

','';'" Headquarters Battaiion 
;rd Marine Division (Rein) t FMF 

Fro San Francisco, California 96601 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding General, ;rd Marine Division, FHF 

3/SIfJ/j1c 
5750.1 
4 January 196' 
SERNO: 01-6, 

Via: Commanding Officer, Headquarters Battalion, ;rd Marine Division, FMF 

Subj: Command Chronology; submission of 

Ref: (a) DivO 57.50.1 
(b) CG, III MAF verbal order of 2 December 1965 
(c) DSO 429-65 of 27 December 1965 
(d) CG, III MAF verbal order of 7 December 1965 
(e) CG, III MAF verbal order of 24 December 1965 
Cf') CG, ;rdMarDi v verbal order of 27 December 1965 
(g) CG, III MAt OpO 306-65 (s) 
(h) CO, ;rdReconBn FragO of 290600Z December 196.5 

Ene1: (1)" Command and Staff Billets 
(2)' Operation Order and After Action Report 1-65, BA TO, RVN 
(;) . Operation Order and After Action Report 2-65, BA TO, RVN 
(4) • Operation Order and After Action Report ;-65 t BA TO, RVN 
(5) ~ Operation Order and After Action Report 4-6.5, BA TO, RVN 
(6) . Operation Order and After Action Report 5-65, BA TO, RVNI&IoIoIo~~ 
(7) v Operation Order and After Action Report 1-65, TRA BONG t RVN 
(8) v Operation Order and After Action Report 2-65. TRA BONG, RVN 

I 
(9) v Operation Order and After Action Report 3-65, TRA BONG, RVN 

(10) "CO "D", 3rdReconBn FragO 476A-65 and Patrol Report 
(11) .. Co "DII t ;rdReoonBn FragO 477-65 (No ~atro1 Re}X)rt) 
(12) "CO "D", 3rdReeonBn CpO 478-65 and Patrol Report 
(13) ,/lst Force Recon Co 0p0 12-65"'11cl\ \ 

'" 1. In accordance with referanee (a), the following report is submitted for 
~/*,,',Ahe month of December 1965. 

a. Organizational Data. 

(1) DesignationfLocation• 1st Force Reconnaissance Company (-) t 
DA. NANG, Republic of Vietnam (RW). 

(2); Period Covered. 0100D1H - ;12400H December 196.5. 

(3) COmmand and Staff Billets. See enclosure (1). 
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1ST FORCE RECONNAISSANCE COMPANY
Headquarters Battalion

3rd Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96601

3/SLO/jlc
5750.1
4 January 1966
SERNO: 01-6

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding General, 3rd Marine Division, FMF
Via: Commanding Officer, Headquarters Battalion, 3rd Marine Division, FMF

Subj: Command Chronology; submission of
S

(a) DivO 5750.1Ref: &
(b) CG, III MAF verbal order of 2 December 1965
(c) DSO 429-65 of 27 December 1965
(d) CG, III MAF verbal order of 7 December 1965
(e) CG, III MAF verbal order of 24 December 1965
(f) CG, 3rdMarDiv verbal order of 27 December 1965
(g) CG, III MAF OpO 306-65 (s)
(h) CO, 3rdReconBn FragO of 290600Z December 1965

Encl: (1). Command and Staff Billets
(2) - Operation Order and After Action Report 1-65, BA TO, RVN
(3) & Operation Order and After Action Report 2-65, BA TO, RVN
(4) Operation Order and After Action Report 3-65, BA TO, RVN
(5) - Operation Order and After Action Report 4-65, BA TO, RVN
(6) . Operation Order and After Action Report 5-65, BA TO, RVN
(7) v Operation Order and After Action Report 1-65, TRA BONG, RVN
(8) Operation Order and After Action Report 2-65, TRA BONG, RVN
(9) Operation Order and After Action Report 3-65, TRA BONG, RVN

(10) v Co "D". 3rdReconBn FragO 476A-65 and Patrol Report
(11) & Co "D". 3rdReconBn FragO 477-65 (No Batrol Report)
(12) Co "D", 3rdReconBn OpO 478-65 and Patrol Report
(13) 1st Force Recon Co OpO 12-65 Ich \

1. In accordance with reference (a), the following report is submitted for
the month of December 1965.

a. Organizational Data.

(1) Designation/Location. 1st Force Reconnaissance Company (-),DA NANG, Republic of Vietnam (RVN).

(2) Period Covered. 010001H - 312400H December 1965.

(3) Command and Staff Billets. See enclosure (1).
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Ax§r~&"e ~nthJ y Strengt.h. Ten (10) officers, one hundred thirty­
two 132 USMC enlisted, five (5) USN enlisted. 

b. Significant Events. 

(1) PersonneJ. 

(a) The former Commanding Officer and Communications Officer of 
this company were transferred on 27 and 29 December 1965, 
respectively. No replacements were provided. 

(b) On 21 December 1965, this company's personnel readiness 
catagory changed from "C_I" to "0_3" due to the following: 

1/ Three (3) USMC enlisted KIA f s occurring on 16 December 
1965. 

2/ One (1) US~~ enlisted and one (1) USN enlisted WIA on 
16 December 1965 and evacuated on 17 and 20 December 
1965, respectively. 

3/ The inter-theatre rotation of one (1) officer and eight, 
(8) enlisted to Okinawa on 21 December 1965. Anticipa­
ted replacements of like personnel from platoons pre­
sently in Okinawa. attached to the 1st Reconnaissance 
Battalion, 1st Marine Division, F.MF. have not been 
provided to date. 

4/ One (1) non-battle oasuality hospitalized on 1 October 
1965. 

(0) For the reasons set forth in paragraph (4), below, this 
Company's ability to support subsequent missions is severly 
handicapped unless additional communications personnel are 
provided •. 

1/ In view of the foregoing, four (4) additional communi­
cators (MOS 2533) have been requested. 

(2) Special Opera,tions. ; As directed by reference (b), a minimum of 
two swimmers were provided to the Commanding General J 1st Marine 
Air V1ing, for drone aircraft recovery as indicated. 

(a) OHU LAI, RVN: 5 December to 20 December 1965. 

(b) DA NANG, RVN: 7 December to 20 December 1965. 
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(4) Average Monthly Strength. Ten (10) officers, one hundred thirty-
two (132) USMC enlisted, five (5) USN enlisted.

b. Significant Events.

(1) Personnel.

(a) The former Commanding Officer and Communications Officer of
this company were transferred on 27 and 29 December 1965,
respectively. No replacements were provided.

(b) On 21 December 1965, this company's personnel readiness
catagory changed from "C-1" to "C-3" due to the following:

1/ Three (3) USMC enlisted KIA's occurring on 16 December
1965.

2/ One (1) USMC enlisted and one (1) USN enlisted WIA on
16 December 1965 and evacuated on 17 and 20 December
1965, respectively.

3/ The inter-theatre rotation of one (1) officer and eight
(8) enlisted to Okinawa on 21 December 1965. Anticipa-
ted replacements of like personnel from platoons pre-
sently in Okinawa, attached to the 1st Reconnaissance
Battalion, 1st Marine Division, FMF, have not been
provided to date.

4/ One (1) non-battle casuality hospitalized on 1 October
1965.

(c) For the reasons set forth in paragraph (4), below, this
Company's ability to support subsequent missions is severly
handicapped unless additional communications personnel are
provided.

1/ In view of the foregoing, four (4) additional communi-
cators (MOS 2533) have been requested.

(2) Special Operations. ; As directed by reference (b), a minimum of
two swimmers were provided to the Commanding General, 1st Marine
Air Wing, for drone aircraft recovery as indicated.

(a) CHU LAI, RVN: 5 December to 20 December 1965.

(b) DA NANG, RVN: 7 December to 20 December 1965.
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(3) COmmand and Control. 

(a) As directed by reference (c), the former Company Executive 
Officer, assumed command of this company on 2R December 1965. 

(b) In compliance with reference Cd), the 3rd Platoon shifted 
to OPCON, CG, III HAF, on 7 December 1965. 

(c) In compliance with reference (e). operational control of the 
2nd and 3rd Platoons, shifted to CO, 3rd Marine DiviSion, 
FMF, on 24 December 1965. 

(d) In compliance with reference (f). this company shifted to 
OPCON, CO. 3rd Recon Bn, 3rd Marine Division. FMF, on 2? 
December 1965. 

(4) Communications and Electronics. The physical remoteness of one 
platoon's objective area to another reauires an unexpected num­
ber of relay sites to ensure continuous communications. As re­
sult, "all" communicators, technitions included, find themselves 
manning these sites. This operational necessity severely hampers 
this company's ability to perform even the minimum preventive 
maintenance and repairs of its communications equipment. In 
order to support operat:i.onal committmerts and provide for the re­
pair and maintenance of its equipment. additional communications 
personnel are imperative. 

(5) Close Combat. 

In compliance with reference Cd), this company dispatched 
one platoon to Special Forces Camp A-I0?, TRA BONG, RVN, 
on ? December 1965, for operations as directed by refer­
ence (g). 

As directed by reference (e), the 2nd Platoon returned from 
BA TO, RVN. on 24 December 1965. 

The Platoon Operation Orders and After Action Reports for 
patrols conducted from the Special Forces Camps at both TRA 
BONG and BATO, RVN, are appended as enclosures (7) through 
(9), 2nd enclosures (2) through (6). respectively. 

AS,evi~enced ,by er;clos~re (5)J:ytb.~ ~d Platoon, while oper­
atlng In conJunctlon Wlth a c~~1 Irregular Defense Com­
pany (Clro), and from Special Forces Camp A-106, BA TO, "R.VN, 
on 16 December 1965, were attacked by an overwhelming num­
ber of Viet Cong using 60mm mortars and machine guns. As 
result of the action, the platoon suffered three (3) us~ 
enlisted KIA's, three (3) US11C enlisted \'lIA' s, ani one (1) 
USN enlisted '.rIA. 
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(3) Command and Control.

(a) As directed by reference (c), the former Company Executive
Officer, assumed command of this company on 28 December 1965.

(b) In compliance with reference (d), the 3rd Platoon shifted
to OPCON, CG, III MAF, on 7 December 1965.

(c) In compliance with reference (e), operational control of the
2nd and 3rd Platoons, shifted to CG, 3rd Marine Division,
FMF, on 24 December 1965.

(a) In compliance with reference (f), this company shifted to
OPCON, CO, 3rd Recon Bn, 3rd Marine Division, FMF, on 27
December 1965.

(4) Communications and Electronics. The physical remoteness of one
platoon's objective area to another requires an unexpected num-
ber of relay sites to ensure continuous communications. As re-
sult, "all" communicators, technitions included, find themselves

manning these sites. This operational necessity severely hampers
this company's ability to perform even the minimum preventive
maintenance and repairs of its communications equipment. In
order to support operational committmerts and provide for the re-

pair and maintenance of its equipment, additional communications
personnel are imperative.

(5) Close Combat.

(a) In compliance with reference (d), this company dispatched
one platoon to Special Forces Camp A-107, TRA BONG, RVN,
on 7 December 1965, for operations as directed by refer-
ence (g).

(b) As directed by reference (e), the 2nd Platoon returned from
BA TO, RVN, on 24 December 1965.

(c) The Platoon Operation Orders and After Action Reports for
patrols conducted from the Special Forces Camps at both TRA
BONG and BATO, RVN, are appended as enclosures (7) through
(9), and enclosures (2) through (6), respectively.

(a) As evidenced by enclosure (5) the 2nd Platoon, while oper-
CCIVILIAN

ating in conjunction with a Central Irregular Defense Com-
pany (CIDG), and from Special Forces Camp A-106, BA TO, RVN,
on 16 December 1965, were attacked by an overwhelming num-
ber of Viet Cong using 60mm mortars and machine guns. As
result of the action, the platoon suffered three (3) USMC
enlisted KIA's, three (3) USMC enlisted WIA's, and one (1)
USN enlisted WIA.
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(e) On the 5th, 13th, and 24th o£ December 1965, respectively, 
one platoon was attached to Company ltD", 3rd Reconnaissance 
Battalion, 3rd Marine Division, F}~, for platoon size recon­
naissance operations of a three (3) to seven (7) day dura.­
tion in Reconnaissance Zones (DA NANG) t 4, 4, and 5, respec­
tively. See enclosures (10) through (12). for operation 
orders and patrol reports. 

(r) As directed by reference (h) and enclosure (13), one platoon 
was inserted into Reconnaissance Zone (DA NANG) ,5, on 30 
December 1965. for a seven (7) d~ reconnaissance operation. 

(6) LcU::istics. 

(a) Operational Platoons began reconnaissance missions with 
Special Forces !lAft Camps. The logistic co-ordination was 
established between both units, for providj:ilg "tiger-stripe" 
utilities, carbines, and establishing of resupply procedures 
for platoons. The experience gained in this type support 
will greatly e~~ance the succeSs of future operations. 

(b) Division Supply approved the acquisition of Long Range Pat­
rol Rations for this unit and Recon En. This was a result 
of information submitted by this section concerning a pro­
ject test of the item. 

(c) A minefield was laid as part of a barrier defense plan. 
Engineer assistance was provided by a representative of 3rd 
Engineer Battalion, operating with 1st Battalion, 9th Marines. 
SeiSmic Intrusion Detectors were received and put into oper­
ation as an added part of the Camp Defense Plan. 

Cd) For the first time since August, detergent was made available 
to units in the DA NANG area. Another high-usage item that 
is in critical demand is insect repellent. 

wc~ 
W. C. SHAVER. 
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(e) On the 5th, 13th, and 24th of December 1965, respectively,
one platoon was attached to Company "D", 3rd Reconnaissance
Battalion, 3rd Marine Division, FMF, for platoon size recon-
naissance operations of a three (3) to seven (7) day dura-
tion in Reconnaissance Zones (DA NANG), 4, 4, and 5, respec-
tively. See enclosures (10) through (12), for operation
orders and patrol reports.

(f) As directed by reference (h) and enclosure (13), one platoon
was inserted into Reconnaissance Zone (DA NANG) 5, on 30
December 1965, for a seven (7) day reconnaissance operation.

(6) Logistics.

(a) Operational Platoons began reconnaissance missions with
Special Forces "A" Camps. The logistic co-ordination was
established between both units, for providing "tiger-stripe"
utilities, carbines, and establishing of resupply proceduresfor platoons, The experience gained in this type supportwill greatly enhance the success of future operations.

(b) Division Supply approved the acquisition of Long Range Pat-
rol Rations for this unit and Recon Bn. This was a result
of information submitted by this section concerning a pro-
ject test of the item.

(c) A minefield was laid as part of a barrier defense plan.
Engineer assistance was provided by a representative of 3rd
Engineer Battalion, operating with 1st Battalion, 9th Marines.Seismic Intrusion Detectors were received and put into oper-
ation as an added part of the Camp Defense Plan.

(d) For the first time since August, detergent was made availableto units in the DA NANG area. Another high-usage item thatis in critical demand is insect repellent.

we Shave
W. C. SHAVER
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COIDf...AND AND STAFF BILLETS 

BILLET T/O RANK 

COlnmanding Officer Major 
Executive Officer Captain 
Operations Officer Captain 
Intelligence Officer lstLt 
Supply Officer lstLt 
Communications Officer lstLt 
Platoon Connnander, 2nd Platoon lstLt 
Platoon Connnander, 3m Platoon lstLt 
Platoon Connnander, 4th Platoon lstLt 

NAME 

SHAVER, William C. 
CYNENS, Sammy L. 
OWENS, Sammy L. 
KOCH, Gus A. 
BEST, Sheldon J. 
GOEWEY, Virgil L. 
LENKER, John C. 
SUTTLE, Walter G. 
PARKER, Richard F. J Jr. 

~ 

Captain 
lstLt 
lstLt 
SSgt 
lstLt 
GySgt 
lstLt 
lstLt 
lstLt 

Enclosure (1) 

SERNO/MaS 

080180/0302 . 
085114/0302 
085114/0302 
1306806/0239 
088052/3002 
1113771/2539 
087585/0302 
086.584/0302 
085283/0302 
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COMMAND
AND

STAFF
BILLETS

T/O
RANK

BILLET
SERNO/MOS

NAME
RANK

SHAVER,
William

C.
080180/0302

Commanding
Officer

Major
Captain

OWENS,
Sammy

L.
Executive

Officer
085114/0302

Captain
1stLt

OWENS,
Sammy

L.
Operations

Officer
085114/0302

1stLt
Captain

1306806/0239
KOCH,

Gus
A.

SSgt
Intelligence

Officer
1stLt

BEST,
Sheldon

J.
Supply

Officer
088052/3002

1stLt
1stLt

GOEWEY,
Virgil

L.
GySgt

1113771/2539
Communications

Officer
1stLt

LENKER,
John

C.
Platoon

Commander,
2nd

Platoon
1stLt

087585/0302
1stLt

SUTTLE,
Walter

G.
086584/0302

Platoon
Commander,

3rd
Platoon

1stLt
1stLt

REQUIREMENT
(MM/DD/YYYY)

PARKER,
Richard

F.,
Jr.

Platoon
Commander,

4th
Platoon

1stLt
085283/0302

1stLtEnclosure
(1)
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OPERATION ORDER 1 

1. SITUATION. 

C0P.1 ___ of ___ Conies 
2dP1at,lstForceRec~Co 
BA to, RVN 
a61500R Dec 1965 

a. ~. Local VC throughout the area and poesible regiment of the 
325 PAVN division in the vue LIEH area. 

b. Frj,mdly. One cOll1pany CIOO with the reaction force, two companies 
GIro at Camp BA TO .. 

o. AUaghments. 1'hree Men per tep froll! erro cOMbat recon platoon. 

2. MISSION. Determine location, identity, strength. 1'IlOvement and armament 
ot VC/PACV unite. Locate assembly .re~. training bases, logistic bases 
and infiltration routes, In addition. ream 23 mak~ a damage estimate of 
the bombing of the VUC Lm" area.. 

3. EIEQUTION. 

a. At 041500, Team 21 will move from camp to out.post. South. At 0.50500. 
move from there to objective area (BS 64)1. 6,,2). 

b. At 041500, Team 23 will move from c~ to outpost E-',st. At 050500, 
move from there to objective area CBS 6336. 64:}6). 

c. Coordina.te with CIro on possible routes md alternate routes and 
submit overlays. 

d. COQrdinat;i.ng ilJstrm:tt'1ons. 

1. '.thrust line - 6434. 

2. Ked.Evao - Give location. "When helicopter is on sight. display 
red panel and throw yellow s~ke. 

3. E &; E Plan ... Move to BA TO and approach during daylight hours. 

4. Reaction Force - If ;you are in trouble J give your location and 
situation and how you think the reaction torce should be employed. 
If you lo:a.te a target :for the reaction force. give ita loeation 
and disposition. 

5. ~ Airstrike .... If you call tor an airstrike, "be prepared to put 
out panel and direct the aircraft .from the ground .. 

\ 

6. If communications is lost. move to high ground and try to re­
establish communications. It communications results in a com­
plete failure, return to camp_ 

ENCLOSURE (2) 

s-. 
- ~-~----.~----------------.--~~~~-~-
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Copy of Copies
2dPlat,1stForceReconCo
BA TO, RVN
061500H Dec 1965

OPERATION ORDER 1

1. SITUATION.

2. Enemy. Local VC throughout the area and possible regiment of the
325 PAVN division in the VUC LIEM area.

b. Friendly. One company CIDG with the reaction force, two companies
CIDG at Camp BA TO.

C. Attachments. Three men per team from CIDG combat recon platoon.

2. MISSION. Determine location, identity, strength, movement and armament
of VC/PACV units. Locate assembly areas, training bases, logistic bases
and infiltration routes. In addition, Team 23 make a damage estimate of
the bombing of the VUC LIEM area.

3. EXECUTION.

At 041500, Team 21 will move from camp to outpost South. At 050500,a.
move from there to ob jective area (BS 6431, 6532).

b. At 041500, Team 23 will move from camp to outpost East. At 050500,
move from there to objective area (BS 6336, 6436).

c. Coordinate with CIDG on possible routes and alternate routes and
submit overlays.

d. Coordinating instructions.

1. Thrust line - 6434.

2. MedEvac - Give location. When helicopter is on sight, display
red panel and throw yellow smoke.

3. E & E Plan - Move to BA TO and approach during daylight hours.

4. Reaction Force - If you are in trouble, give your location and
situation and how you think the reaction force should be employed.
If you loate a target for the reaction force, give its location
and disposition.

5. Airstrike.- If you call for an airstrike, be prepared to put
out panel and direct the aircraft from the ground.

6. If communications is lost, move to high ground and try to re-
establish communications. If communications results in a com-
plete failure, return to camp.

ENCLOSURE (2)
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7. If teo is compromised, .ith~r by a firelight or being sighted, 
move to another area and attempt to continue mtseion. 

R. When mission haa been accomplished, return to camp. 

a. Uniform and equipment - "ormal. exoept tor tiger stripe utilities. 

b. Weapons and ammunition ... Minilllulll 120 round .. per oarbine, 24 rounds plM!l" 
L79, 25 rounds per shotgun .. 

Ch Two fragmentation grenades per man. 

d. Rations for rive d.ys. 

e. Special equipment: 

(1) One yellow s:moke per team. 

(2) One red panel per team. 

(3) One spotting scope per team. 

5. COMJof.,AND AND COMMUNICATIONS. 

:t. Teu leader will exceroise commmd of his te4llll in the field. 

b. P1:ttoon COlllmand. post will be at epp SA TO. 

c. Each team will carry a. PRC .. 25 with two batteries and an HT ... l ... s a baokup 
radio. 

d. Communications will be according to t.;"e COl. 

e. Initially, communications will be ttither directly to the camp or 
relayed through the relllY on outpost South. Once the l"eaction toroft 
moves into position, they will beCOl!l the reI.".. 

J. C. tENXER 
lstLt P1 t ennr .. 
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7. If team is compromised, either by a firefight or being sighted,
move to another area and attempt to continue mission.

8. When mission has been accomplished, return to camp.

4. LOGISTICS.

a. Uniform and equipment - Normal, except for tiger stripe utilities.

b. Weapons and ammunition - Minimum 120 round s per carbine, 24 rounds per
M-79, 25 rounds per shotgun.

C. Two fragmentation grenades per man.

d. Rations for five days.

e. Special equipment:

(1) One yellow smoke per team.

(2) One red panel per team.

(3) One spotting scope per team.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS.

a. Team leader will excercise command of his team in the field.

b. Platoon command post will be at Camp BA TO.

c. Each team will carry a PRC-25 with two batteries and an HT-1 as a backup
radio.

d. Communications will be according to the COI.

e. Initially, communications will be either directly to the camp or
relayed through the relay on outpost South. Once the reaction force
moves into position, they will becom the relay.

J. C. LENKER
1stLt P1t Cmdr.

-
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AFTER ACTION REPORT 

1. OPERATION ORDER 1. 

2. MAP SHEETS 6755 II. 6755 III, Series L701 

). PATROL COMPOSITION. 

a. 

b. 

Team 21 .. 4 USMC. 3 21IXl 
Team 23 - 4 USMC. 3 elIa 

4. TIME OF DEPARTURE ... 041500 .t$r both teams. 
~-;.;. 

5. TIME OF RETURN 

a. Team 21 - 071200 

b. Team 23 - 071:300 

6. SIGNIFICANT SIGH'l'INGS. 

-.. Team 21 

1. J.t. ve t Moving e list J 6?t5312. black pajamas. 
:rucksacks. 

2. :3 VC. moving east, 624312, black pajuas. 

3. 2 ve, possible observation post. 629322, 
no weapons sighted. 

4. 40 VC, 'IIIOving west in streambed. 655319. 
smaIl arms and large rucksacks. 

051445, small arms and 

051445. small arms. 

black paj .. as, 051445. 

black paj".s. 061145. 

5. Suspected obBerv~tion post, 62B)OO. 061525. no one was sighted, but saw smoke from tire. 

6. Groups of 2 - 4 ve sighted at different times moving back and totth in streambed, ap~a.red to be carrying gear into the jungle 0 growth along the streambed. 653320. black pajamas, 061150 - 06160 small arms and large rucksacks. Th. VC would walk into the jungle with the pac~s and then waIk back to 655319 without packs. 

7. 3 ve, heading eaat. 643316, black pajamas, 061500, emaIl a~. 

8. Fighting poSitions and burned shelters, 610299, 621301. possible VC outpost. 
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AFTER ACTION REPORT 080800H Dec 1965

1. OPERATION ORDER 1.

2. MAP SHEETS 6755 II, 6755 III, Series L701

3. PATROL COMPOSITION.

2. Team 21 - 4 USMC, 3 CIDG

b. Team 23 - 4 USMC, 3 CIDE

4. TIME OF DEPARTURE - 041500 for both teams.

5. TIME OF RETURN

2. Team 21 - 071200

b. Team 23 - 071300

6. SIGNIFICANT SIGHTINGS.

2. Team 21

1. 4 VC, Moving east, 645312, black pajamas, 051445, small arms andrucksacks.

2. 3 VC, moving east, 624312, black pajamas, 051445, small arms.

3. 2 VC, possible observation post, 629322, black pajamas, 051445.no weapons sighted.

4. 40 VC, moving west in streambed, 655319, black pajamas, 061145.small arms and large rucksacks.

5. Suspected observation post. 628300, 061525, no one was sighted,but saw smoke from fire.

6. Groups of 2 - 4 VC sighted at different times moving back andforth in streambed, appeared to be carrying gear into the junglegrowth along the streambed, 653320, black pajamas, 061150 - 06160
0

small arms and large rucksacks. The VC would walk into the junglewith the packs and then walk back to 655319 without packs.

7. 3 VC, heading east. 643316. black pajamas, 061500, small arms.

8. Fighting positions and burned shelters, 610299, 621301, possibleVC outpost.
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9. Suitable HLZ .l~ng ridge line trom 603299 extending east to 
625295. . 

b. Team 23 

1. 2 ve, walking north, 63~355t c.-ou£lage utilities, 051520, one 
oarbine, one BAR. 

,/>, 

2. One thousand. pounds of rice, 63J351}. 051520.11". was too green. 
to burn. 

,. J ve, ~ng southeast, 621})50. two in black p,ajamas. one in 
camouflage utilitie:5, 060'740. K.1 cines. 

4. Fighting positions at 632357. large foxhole with grassy patch 
in the center - presumed to be used for shooting at aircraft. 

5. Suitable HII'e at 622356. 632357. and along ridgeline from 
6243.55. e~ding south to 622344. 

'7. OBSERVA'1'lONS • 

a. ream 21 - It is believed that the 40 VC were .aving equipment into 
the jumgle at 653320. They were seen IIOving into the jungle with 
large packs and then moving back up the streUt in IImall gl"Ol;tpS 
wi thout packs. 

The eIDG personnel moved very good. Much of the time the terrain 
was ver,y open and had it not been for the ground fog, the VC obser­
vation posts could have seen the patrol. 

b. Team 23 - The ridgeline extending from 619369 southeast to 632357 
has VC observation posts which makes entry to the vue LIEM area ver,y 
di~ficult ~rom the west. The three YCsighted at 624 )60 were taken 
under fire b~ one of the ClOG with the patrol before th~y were in 
range. Had it not been for this inoident, they may have not ~een 
the patrol. As a result, the patrol vaS comprolldsed and had to leave 
the area. The patrol was able to see into the vue LIEM are. prior 
to the firefight, however. all that wes seen was one build1n~ and 
some TUrned off areas. Most at the hills that the patrol 1I!Oved 
through were oOTered vith pnnji stakes. The va are believed to employ 
radio j~ng techniques because several times Vietnamese would cut 
in on transmissions. 

8. CONCLUSIONS .. 

a. reo 21 ... CIDG personnel were an a!ll!5et to the teu beoause they know 
the area. Although th~y ean't read •• ap, they were able to take the 
team where it was to go. Language was not a big .actor. Most of the 

COmMUnications was done by sign language. 
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9. Suitable HLZ along ridge line from 603299 extending east to
625295.

b. Team 23

1. 2 VC, walking north, 638355, camouflage utilities, 051520, one
carbine, one BAR.

2. One thousand pounds of rice, 633354. 051520, rice was too greento burn.

3. 3 VC, moving southeast, 624360. two in black pajamas, one in
camouflage utilities, 060740. M-1 rifles.

4. Fighting positions at 632357. large foxhole with grassy patchin the center - presumed to be used for shooting at aircraft.

5. Suitable HLZ's at 622356, 632357. and along ridgeline from
624355. extending south to 622344.

7. OBSERVATIONS.

2. Team 21 - It is believed that the 40 VC were moving equipment into
the jumgle at 653320. They were seen moving into the jungle with
large packs and then moving back up the stream in small groupswithout packs.

The CIDG personnel moved very good. Much of the time the terrain
was very open and had it not been for the ground fog, the VC obser-vation posts could have seen the patrol.

b. Team 23 - The ridgeline extending from 619369 southeast to 632357has VC observation posts which makes entry to the VUC LIEM area verydifficult from the west. The three VC sighted at 624 360 were takenunder fire by one of the CIDG with the patrol before they were in
range. Had it not been for this incident, they may have not seen
the patrol. As a result, the patrol was compromised and had to leave
the area. The patrol was able to see into the VUC LIEM area priorto the firefight, however, all that was seen was one building and
some vurned off areas. Most of the hills that the patrol moved
through were covered with punji stakes. The VC are believed to employradio jamming techniques because several times Vietnamese would cut
in on transmissions.

8. CONCLUSIONS.

a. Team 21 - CIDG personnel were an asset to the team because they know
the area. Although they can't read a map, they were able to take theteam where it was to go. Language was not a big factor. Most of the

communications was done by sign language.
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b. Team 23 - The CIDG personnel with this team had poor fire di3cipline. 
H~d it not been for this the patrol coul~ have stayed in the area 
longer. 

J. C. LE!ilER 
1st Lt. PI t Comr • 

.. ·3--
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b. Team 23 - The CIDG personnel with this team had poor fire discipline.
Had it not been for this the patrol could have stayed in the area
longer.

J. C. LENKER
1st Lt. Plt Comdr.

3
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O~RATION ORDER ~ 

1. SITUATION. 

a. ~. Local VC throughQut the area and possible element!!; o:f the 
J25th PAVN division. 

b. Frten<u~. Three companies Crip to remain at BA TO. R~ .. ction force 
V'ill be on call to mOve out from the Ci!Ilp. 

c. Attachments. Three men from eIno eo~b.t recon platoon. 

2. MISSION. Determine location. identity, strength, mov~m~nt an~ armament 
of VC /PAW units. Loca.te assembly areas. training bases. logistic bases 
and infiltration routes~ 

3. EXECUTION. 

a.. At 081600, Team 22 will move out from c~p to outpost South. At 
090600, move from there to the ob~ctive area. (BS ;727. 572A. 5~27. 
5828 • 592fj). . 

b. eoordin~te with CIOO on routes and alternat.e routes to and :from the 
Objective area. 

e. Coordinating instructions. 

(1). Thrust line - 5928 

(2) MedEvac - Give location. When h$licopter is on sight, display 
red panel and throw yellow SMOke. 

(:'3) E &: E Plan - moTe to BA 'l'O and .,proach during hours of daylight. 

(4) Reaction force - It you are in trouble, give your location and 
3ituation and how you think t:e reaction torce could be used. 
If you locate a target tor the reaetion force, give its loeation 
and disposition. 

(5) Airstrlke - If you can tor an &1rstrike, be prepared to display 
panel and direct aircraft from the ground. 

(6) It communications is lost, move to high ground and tr,r to re­
establish communications. It communications is a. COMplete fail­
ure. retum to base. 

(7) If team 18 cornpromieed. either by • firetight or by being sighted, 

.~ to antoher area and attempt to continue miSSion. 
~CLOSURE (3) 

... 1--
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OPERATION ORDER 2

1. SITUATION.

2. Enemy. Local VC throughout the area and possible elements of the
325th PAVN division.

b. Friendly. Three companies CIDG to remain at BA TO. Reaction force
will be on call to move out from the camp.

C. Attachments. Three men from CIDG combat recon platoon.

2. MISSION. Determine location, identity. strength, movement and armament
of VC/PAVN units. Locate assembly areas, training bases, logistic bases
and infiltration routes,

3. EXECUTION.

a. At 081600, Team 22 will move out from camp to outpost South. At
090600, move from there to the objective area. (BS 5727. 5728, 5827,
5828, 5928).

b. Coordinate with CIDG on routes and alternate routes to and from the
Objective area.

C. Coordinating instructions.

(1). Thrust line - 5928

(2) MedEvac - Give location. When helicopter is on sight, display
red panel and throw yellow smoke.

(3) E & E Plan - move to BA TO and approach during hours of daylight.

(4) Reaction force - If you are in trouble, give your location and
situation and how you think the reaction force could be used.
If you locate a target for the reaction force, give its location
and disposition.

(5) Airstrike - If you call for an airstrike, be prepared to display
panel and direct aircraft from the ground.

(6) If communications is lost, move to high ground and try to re-
establish communications. If communications is a complete fail-
ure, return to base.

(7) If team is compromised, either by a firefight or by being sighted,
move to antoher area and attempt to continue mission.

ENCLOSURE (3)
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4. LOGISTICS. 

a. Uniform and equipment - normal except tor tiger stripe utilities. 

b. Weapons and anmrunition - M1nillUn!. 120 rounds per carbine and M3Al. 
24 rounds per M.?9, 25 rounds per shotgun. 

c. Two fragmentation grenades per man. 

d. Rations for four days. 

~. Special equipment. 

(11 One yellow smoke per team. 

(zl One red panel per team. 

(31 One spotting scope per team. 

5. CO}1MANJ) AND COMMUNICATIONS. 

a. Team leader will exercise command ot hie team in the tield. 

b. Platoon cOl1ll'!1and post will be at Camp BA TO. 

c. Each team will earn- a PRC.25 with two batteries and an HT_l as .. 
back up radio. 

d. Communications will be according to COI. 

J. C. LENKER 
1st Lt PIt Cmdr. 

--2--
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4. LOGISTICS.

2. Uniform and equipment - normal except for tiger stripe utilities.

b. Weapons and ammunition - Minimum 120 rounds per carbine and M3A1,
24 rounds per M-79, 25 rounds per shotgun.

c. Two fragmentation grenades per man.

d. Rations for four days.

e. Special equipment.

(1) One yellow smoke per team.

(2) One red panel per team.

(3) One spotting scope per team.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS.

a. Team leader will exercise command of his team in the field.

b. Platoon command post will be at Camp BA TO.

C. Each team will carry a PRC-25 with two batteries and an HT-1 as a
back up radio.

d. Communications will be according to COI.

J. C. LENKER
1st Lt P1t Cmdr.

2
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AFTER ACTION REPORT 

1. OPERATION ORDER 2 

2. MAP SHEETS 6755 II. III, Series L701. 

3. PATROL COMPOSITION: ream 22 _ 4 USMC. 3 CIOO 

4. TUlE OF DEPARTURE: 081500H Dec 1965. 

5. TDAE OF RETURN: 091POOH Dee 1965. 

6. SIGNIFICANT SIGHTHIGS! 

a. Possible HLZ site at 5772A7. large enough for two H-34 Aircraft. 

b. Two (2) fighting positions 577287. possible VG observation post. 

e. Two (2) 5USpeCted VC. moving north, 5792R2, one wearing black pajamas, 
other wearing blaok bottoms and green utility jacket, 091130, no~ 
weapons sighted, one man carrying brown objeot. 

7. OBSERVATIONS: 

a. It is believed that the two VC were .aving to possible OP site to the 
north. 

8. CONCLUSIONS: 

a. The patrol moved well and vas ahead of sohedule to the objectiv*, 
CIOO personnel were an asset to the team because they know the area. 

b. The team had problems with communications due to the large masses in 
the area. 

--1--

J. c. LENKER 
latLt PI t. CBrlr. 

I 
tAi.}'af:LtEiiifiiit ;;;;z;;;a.,,~-,~;;;.aUlb'!tJ5lF.. -e',-,...;;m-iit. "~~~ _ '. i---

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

Copy. of copies
1stForReconCo
BA TO, RVN
100800H Dec 1965

AFTER ACTION REPORT

1. OPERATION ORDER 2

2. MAP SHEETS 6755 II, III, Series L701.

3. PATROL COMPOSITION: Team 22 - 4 USMC, 3 CIDG

4. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 081500H Dec 1965.

5. TIME OF RETURN: 091800H Dec 1965.

6. SIGNIFICANT SIGHTINGS:

a. Possible HLZ site at 577287, large enough for two H-34 Aircraft.

b. Two (2) fighting positions 577287. possible VC observation post.

C. Two (2) suspected VC, moving north, 579282, one wearing black pajamas,
other wearing black bottoms and green utility jacket, 091130, no
weapons sighted, one man carrying brown object.

7. OBSERVATIONS:

It is believed that the two VC were moving to possible OP site to the2.
north.

8. CONCLUSIONS:

The patrol moved well and was ahead of schedule to the objective,2.
CIDG personnel were an asset to the team because they know the area.

b. The team had problems with communications due to the large masses in
the area.

J. C. LENKER
1stLt P1t Cmdr.
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OPERATION ORDER :3 BA TO. RVN 
091300H Dec 1965 

1. SITUATION. 

a.. ~. Local ve t.hroughout the area and poBdbl~ elements of :3?5t'h 

PAVN division. 

b. P'rieJldl.:y:. :3 companies ClDG at. Camp AN THAI. a.action force or one 

company on call. 

c. Attachmento. On. elDG from the combat. neon platoon. 

2. MISSION. Determine location, identity, strength, move .. mt. and armament 

of VC/PAVN units. 1oo"te assembly areas, training baBes, logistic bases 

and infiltration routes. 

3. EXECUTION. 

a.. At 101500 !nove from Gpp AN THAI to IF IFF Outpost at BS .580346. At 

110600 move from Outpost to vicinity of TAN AN (1). (2), (BS 6039. 

6040). 

b. Coordinate with eIro on routee to a.OO from the area. 

c. Coordinating instructions. 

(2) MedEvac Give location. when helicopter is on sight, di:5play red 

panel and throw yellow smoke. 

(3) E &:E P1.n _ :move to BA "TO an approach during daylight h011r5 • 
. ~-. " 

(4) Rea.ction force - If you are in""'trouble, give your location and 

situation and how you think reaction force could be~t be employed. 

(5) Airstrike - If you call for an airstrike, be prepared to display 

red panel and dir~ct aircraft rro~ the ground • 
. ~~. 

(6) If comnn.in1cation i5 1015t moveTb a location where it can be re­

est:ablished. . If c01lllllUnieations is a complete failure, return to 

base. ~ 

(7) If tep is compromised. either"Oy a tirefight or by being Sighted. 

move to another area and attempt to continue mis,sion. 

ENCLOSURE (4) 
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091300H Dec 1965

1. SITUATION.

a. Enemy. Local VC throughout the area and possible elements of 325th
PAVN division.

b. Friendly. 3 companies CIDG at Camp AN THAI. Reaction force of one

company on call.

C. Attachments. One CIDG from the combat recon platoon.

2. MISSION. Determine location, identity, strength, movement, and armament

of VC/PAVN units. Locate assembly areas, training bases, logistic bases

and infiltration routes.

3. EXECUTION.

At 101500 move from Camp AN THAI to RF/PF Outpost at BS 580346. At

110600 move from Outpost to vicinity of TAN AN (1), (2), (BS 6039.a.

6040).

b. Coordinate with CIDG on routes to and from the area.

C. Coordinating instructions.

(1) Thrust line 6036.

(2) MedEvac Give location, when helicopter is on sight, display red

panel and throw yellow smoke.

(3) E &E Plan - move to BA TO an approach during daylight hours.

(4) Reaction force - If you are in trouble, give your location and

situation and how you think reaction force could best be employed.

(5) Airstrike - If you call for an airstrike, be prepared to display

red panel and direct aircraft from the ground.

(6) If communication is lost move to a location where it can be re-

established. If communications is a complete failure, return to

base.

(7) If team is compromised, either by a firefight or by being sighted.

move to another area and attempt to continue mission.

ENCLOSURE (4)1
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4-. LooI5T1CS. 

Ito Uniform - NoX'1Tl&l except for tiger stripe utilities. 

b. Weapons and ammunition - Minimum 120 rounds per Carbine and M3Al. 
24 rounds per M..?9. and 25 rounds per shotgun. --v-. 

c. 2 fragmentation grenades per ~. 

d. Ration f"or 4- days. 

e. Special equipment. 

(1) 1 yellow smoke per team. 

(2) 1 red panel per team. 

(3) 1 spotting scope per team. 

5. COMMAND -AND COMMUNICATIONS. 

a. Team leaders will exercise command ot his team in the field. 

b. Platoon command post will be at Cup AN THAI. 

e. The team will carry a PRC-25 with two batteries and an HT_l as .. 
backup radio. 

d. Communications will be according to COl. 

J. C. LEm<ER 
lstLt Plt Cmdr. 

--2--
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4. LOGISTICS.

2. Uniform - Normal except for tiger stripe utilities.

b. Weapons and ammunition - Minimum 120 rounds per Carbine and M3A1.
24 rounds per M-79, and 25 rounds per shotgun.

is
c. 2 fragmentation grenades per man.

d. Ration for 4 days.

e. Special equipment.

(1) 1 yellow smoke per team.

(2) 1 red panel per team.

(3) 1 spotting scope per team.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS.

a. Team leaders will exercise command of his team in the field.

b. Platoon command post will be at Camp AN THAI.

C. The team will carry a PRC-25 with two batteries and an HT-1 as a

backup radio.

d. Communications will be according to COI.

J.C. LENKER
1stLt P1t Cmdr.
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AFTER ACTION REPORT. 

1. OPERATION ORDER 3 

2. ¥..AP SHEETS 6755 II, In. Series L701. 

3. PATROL COMPOSITION - 3 USMC, J C1OO. 

4. TIME OF DEPARTURE ... 101500 Dec 1965 

5. TIME OF RETURN - 111630 nec 196.5. 

6. SIGNIFICANT SIGHTrms: 

eOP.1.--of-.-.oopie~ 
1 stlorReoonCo 
13A. TO, RVN 
120800H Dee 1965 

a.. 4 ve, heading northwest, 591365. green utilities, 11104.5. carrying 
small arms and one rucksack. 

b. 4 VC, standing on top of hill, 609366, uniform undetermined, 111220, 
!LI. BAR, and other eman anl8. 

c. One suspected ve, standing on top of hill, 605375. uniform undeter­
mined, 11124.5. no equipment sighted. 

d. Two ve, stwing on top of hill, 598358. uniform undetermined, 111400. 
one autom~tie weapon on biped. 

e. ? suspected ve, standing on hill. 619369, uniform undet~rmined, 111400 • 
$quipment undetermined. 

7.. OBSERVATIONS: 

While observing va at 609366 the patrol's position, which waS at 591)69. 
W&3 compromised. A fire mil'lsion with a 4.2' mortar vae run on this sighting. 
The rounds landed in the area. the ve we~ in but the patrol could not con­
firm any VC IIA's. The patrol then moved to 585368 and Sighted the VC 
at 598358. A tire Miesion was run on them and ae.tn th", round!'! landed 
.mere they were sighted. but the patrol could not contirm any KIA'8. 
The patrol leader deeided that because the tatro1 had been compromised 
they would retunn to base. 

While observing village in ;837. 58)8, the patrol observed .any ~ople 
moving around the area. There appeared to he several young _n Ploung 
them. They were all dreS3erl in black p •. ~~.s and coolie hats.. •• wea­
pons were Sighted. While observing the village, an incident took pl.c~ 
worthy ot note. A man wearing a light colored poncho wae sighted a.t 

• '4 
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AFTER ACTION REPORT.

1. OPERATION ORDER 3

2. MAP SHEETS 6755 II, III, Series L701.

3. PATROL COMPOSITION - 3 USMC, 3 CIDG.

4. TIME OF DEPARTURE - 101500 Dec 1965

5. TIME OF RETURN - 111630 Dec 1965.

6. SIGNIFICANT SIGHTINGS:

a. 4 VC, heading northwest. 591365. green utilities, 111045. carrying
small arms and one rucksack.

b. 4 VC, standing on top of hill, 609366, uniform undetermined, 111220,
M-1, BAR, and other small arms.

c. One suspected VC, standing on top of hill, 605375, uniform undeter-
mined, 111245. no equipment sighted.

d. Two VC, standing on top of hill. 598358, uniform undetermined, 111400.
one automatic weapon on bipod.

e. 7 suspected VC, standing on hill, 619369, uniform undetermined, 111400 .
equipment undetermined.

7. OBSERVATIONS:

While observing VC at 609366 the patrol's position, which was at 591369,
was compromised. A fire mission with a 4.2 mortar was run on this sighting.
The rounds landed in the area the VC were in but the patrol could not con-
firm any VC KIA's. The patrol then moved to 585368 and sighted the VC
at 598358. A fire mission was run on them and again the rounds landed
where they were sighted, but the patrol could not confirm any KIA's.
The patrol leader decided that because the patrol had been compromised
they would return to base.

While observing village in 5837, 5838, the patrol observed many people
moving around the area. There appeared to be several young men amoung
them. They were all dressed in black pajamas and coolie hats. No wea-
pons were sighted. While observing the village, an incident took place
worthy of note. A man wearing a light colored poncho was sighted at
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;87374. He had tour men around him and qy their actions it ap~ared that 
th~ one man was making an inspection of the rice field~ in t~~ areas. 
While he was in the area. everyone stop~d their work and loqked at him. 

> 

The patrol round tvo booby trapped 60 mt'll Mortar rounds at 591366. These 
vere the only obstacles the patrol encounter~. 

The terrain in the area is very open in some place8, but there is enough 
cover to enable undetected movement. The tops ot the hills are covered 
with short gra~s and small bush.5. 

8. CONCLUS10NS. The three CIDG that acoompanied thlt team were It real 
asset to the patro1. It would be to the advantage ot the team to work 
with the same lien on ,ubsequent patrols. '!'hey JIlOved very good and 
are outstanding ecouts. 

J. C. LENttR 
.let Lt Pit Gmdr. 
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587374. He had four men around him and by their actions it appeared that
the one man was making an inspection of the rice fields in the areas.
While he was in the area, everyone stopped their work and looked at him.

The patrol found two booby trapped 60 mm Mortar rounds at 591366. These
were the only obstacles the patrol encountered.

The terrain in the area is very open in some places, but there is enough
cover to enable undetected movement. The tops of the hills are covered
with short grass and small bushes.

8. CONCLUSIONS. The three CIDG that accompanied the team were a real
asset to the patrol. It would be to the advantage of the team to work
with the same men on subsequent patrols. They moved very good and
are outstanding scouts.

J. C. LENKER
1st Lt Plt Cadr.

2

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

~ rn 

r 

+ N. 
~....o 

J 

o 

~. I 
$' + • 

J 

I'-,.n 
j 

L - ________ 0 ____ 
------

"~ "" .. 

DECLASSIFIED 

34

111300

62
7
VC

1112451
VC

111220
AVC

MINES 1110454
VC

AA

SF

2ND

PLT ,

1st

FOR

REC

Co,

,Dec
w/Emel

65

ROUTE

of

TEAM

#22

VIETNAM

1:50,000

Edition

2-

AMS

BATO,

MY

TRANG

SERIES

L

701

6755

II

&

III

54

37



DECLASSIFIED 

OPERATION ORDER 4 

1. SITUATION. 

a. hmu:. Local VC have been sighted in the area. Suspeoted combat 
outpost line extending from hill 50A at :as 619369 to BS 640329. 
Possible R.g~ntal Headquarters and staging area of 325th PAVN 
division in vue LIEM area. 

b. Friendly. One company ClDG at patrol base, 2 o011lpaniee ClDG at 
Camp AN THAI. 

o. AU,chDICD:t. Three:ll1en per team from CIDG at patrol base, 2 companies 
CIDG at Camp AN THAI. 

2. MISSION. Determine location. identity, strength, movement and armament: 
of VC/PAVN units. Looate assembly areaB, training ba8es, and infiltra~ 
tion routes. 

3. EXECUTION. 

a. At 140600 one CIDG company with three Foree Reeon Tea:me will depart 
Gamp AN THAI and move to the objectiv. area vicinity BS 640329 and 
5et up patrol base. 

(1) Team. 21 - Subsequent to arrival at patrol bOiI'Ht. team will move 
to vicinity 657347. Oa order. return to patrol base. 

(2) Team 22 - Subsequent to arrival a.t patrol baM, team nIl move 
to vicinity 652322. Oa order, return to patrol base. 

(3) Team 23 - Subsequent to arrival at patrol base, tear1 will' moTe 
to vicinity 645:357.. On order, return to patrol base. 

b. When all teams have returned to patrol base. CIOO colWpany with 
atta.chments will return to camp AN 'l'BAl; sweeping the valley in 
BS 5834 and 5934 from East to West on the w,v. 

c. Coordinating instruction:!! • 

(2) 

• 
Coordinates will be given Qy subtraoting 2 from the second, 
third, fifth~ sixth nunbers 1n a six diget coordinate. 

MedEvac _ Give loeation, when helicopter i8 on sight, displ~ 
red panel and throw yellow smoke. 

E &E Plan _ Move to SA 'l'O and approach during daylight hofirs. 

Reaction force - If ,ou are in trouble, giYe you loeation and 
dtuation and how you thtilk reaction force could best be em-
ployed. . ,. . :." 

.~ •• ~~fi~[ID 
L,_."." • 

--1 ... 
-'-'<*-4@- '.:"~' 
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DECLASSIFIEDCONT LIGHTIAL
Copy of copies
1stForReconCo
BA TO, RVNOPERATION ORDER 4
131300H Dec 1965

1. SITUATION.

2. Enemy. Local VC have been sighted in the area. Suspected combat

outpost line extending from hill 508 at BS 619369 to BS 640329.
Possible Regimental Headquarters and staging area of 325th PAVN

division in VUC LIEM area.

b. Friendly. One company CIDG at patrol base, 2 companies CIDG at

Camp AN THAI.

C. Attachment. Three men per team from CIDG at patrol base, 2 companies
CIDG at Camp AN THAI.

2. MISSION. Determine location, identity, strength, movement and armament

of VC/PAVN units. Locate assembly areas, training bases, and infiltra-

tion routes.

3. EXECUTION.

2. At 140600 one CIDG company with three Force Recon Teams will depart

Camp AN THAI and move to the objective area vicinity BS 640329 and

set up patrol base.

(1) Team 21 - Subsequent to arrival at patrol base, team will move
to vicinity 657347. On order, return to patrol base.

(2) Team 22 - Subsequent to arrival at patrol base, team will move
to vicinity 652322. On order, return to patrol base.

(3) Team 23 - Subsequent to arrival at patrol base, team will move

to vicinity 645357. On order, return to patrol base.

b. When all teams have returned to patrol base, CIDG company with
attachments will return to camp AN THAI; sweeping the valley in
BS 5834 and 5934 from East to West on the way.

c. Coordinating instructions.

(1) Coordinates will be given by subtracting 2 from the second,
third, fifth, sixth numbers in a six diget coordinate.

(2) MedEvac - Give location, when helicopter is on sight, display
red panel and throw yellow smoke.

(3) E &E Plan - Move to BA TO and approach during daylight hours.

(4) Reaction force - If you are in trouble, give you location and

situation and how you think reaction force could best be em-

ployed. ENCEOSURE
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(5) Airstrike - If you call for an airstrlke, be prepared to dis­
play red panel and direct aircraft from the gsound. 

(6) 1£ communications ie loet through both primary and alternate 
meane. return to patrol base. 

(7) If team is compromised. either by .. firetight or by ht!ing sightdd, 
move to another area and attempt to continue mission. 

3. LOGISTICS. 

a. Unitorm and Equipment .. Normal, except for tiger stripe uti1itie~. 

b. Weapons ani aIlIl!l'mication ,. Miail\'lUr.t 120 rounds per Carbine anrl ""AI 
24 round!! per K..79, 25 ttounde per shotgun" 

0.. 'two fragmentation grenades ?,r man. 

d. Rations for .five ~3. 

e.. Specii. equipment 

(1) Special equipment: Cae yellow 31lOke per te&l"l. 

(2) One red panel per team. 

(,) One pair binoculars or spotting scope per teaJ'lt. 

5. COMJll.ANJ) AND COMMUNICATIONS. 

a. 'feam leader will exercise eo_and ot his team while on patrol. 

b. Platoon ootnmand PO!lt will be at CalIlP j)f THAI. 

o. Each team will carry an PRe_IO with two batteries. 

d. Ccmmunicatione will be according to COl. 

J.e. WIER 
1st tt Plt Cadr. 
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(5) Airstrike - If you call for an airstrike, be prepared to dis-
play red panel and direct aircraft from the ground.

(6) If communications is lost through both primary and alternate
means, return to patrol base.

(7) If team is compromised, either by a firefight or by being sighted,move to another area and attempt to continue mission.

3. LOGISTICS.

2. Uniform and Equipment- Normal, except for tiger stripe utilities.

b. Weapons and ammunication - Minimum 120 rounds per Carbine and M3A1
24 rounds per M-79, 25 sounds per shotgun.

C. Two fragmentation grenades per man.

d. Rations for five days.

e. Special equipment

(1) Special equipment: One yellow smoke per team.

(2) One red panel per team.

(3) One pair binoculars or spotting scope per team.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS.

a. Team leader will exercise command of his team while on patrol.

b. Platoon command post will be at Camp AN THAI.

e. Each team will carry an PRC_10 with two batteries.

d. Communications will be according to COI.

J.C. LENKER
1st Lt Plt Cmdr.
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C0nY ___ of---popies 
lstF'orr1econCo 
1M. tc, RV14 

AFTER ACTION REPORT 1?0800~ Dec 1965 

1. OPERATION ORDER 4 

2. ¥~p SHEETS 6755 lIt III Series L701. 

3. P.1TROL COMPOSITION: 

•• Team 21 • 4 USMC t 3 CIOO 

b. Toam 22, 3 USMC. 3CIDG 

c. Tem 23. 4 USMC, 3 CIOO 

d. Reaction toree and patrol base derenee consisted of: 53 CIDG, 
1 USMC, 1 UNS. 1 USSF t 2 LLUB. 2 lungs, 1 IRterpreter. 

4. TIME OF DEPARtURE ~ 140.530 for reaction force and teame. 

5. TI}~ OF RETURN - Thos personnel that returned, returned at different 
times on 16 Dee 1965. 

6. SIGNIFICANT SrGETINGS. 

A. Teoun 21 

(1) 4 VC, observation post, 645341 .. , gray, black and khaki uni.foM"lS, 
151000, weapons undetermined. 

(2) 2 VC, heading north, 62535? black pajamas, 151050. 8m&11 arms. 

(3) 1 VC. sitting in foxhole, 622346, black pajamas, 151050. small 
arms. 

(4) .5 ve. sitting under tl"ClO t 63535'7. 151115. unitoma and equip... 
..at undetermined. 

(.5) .5 'Ie, observation post. 654336, 2 gray. 3 black uniforms 1 

161130. eam11 arfllS .. 

(6) .5 'Ie, observation poet, 656343. :3 gray. 2 black uniforme, 
161220, 1 BAR. 4 s!!tall antS. 

(7) J ve. obeervation post. 647347. gray black ani khaki uniforms, 
161220. 1-.11 a.rme. 

(8) Fift •• n VC. helding north. 660341. khaki and gray uniforms. 
161400. su11 a.rms and heavy packs. 

----------~-----'--- --------_._._-,. 
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Copy of copies
1stForReconCo
BA TC, RVN
170800 Dec 1965AFTER ACTION REPORT

1. OPERATION ORDER 4

2. MAP SHEETS 6755 II, III Series L701.

3. PATROL COMPOSITION:

a. Team 21, 4 USMC, 3 CIDG

b. Team 22, 3 USMC, 3 CIDG

C. Team 23, 4 USMC, 3 CIDG

d. Reaction force and patrol base defense consisted of: 53 CIDG,
1 USMC, 1 UNS, 1 USSF, 2 LLDB, 2 Nungs, 1 Interpreter.

4. TIME OF DEPARTURE - 140530 for reaction force and teams.

5. TIME OF RETURN - Thos personnel that returned, returned at different
times on 16 Dec 1965.

6. SIGNIFICANT SIGHTINGS.

A. Team 21

(1) 4 VC, observation post, 645344, gray, black and khaki uniforms,
151000, weapons undetermined.

(2) 2 VC, heading north, 625357. black pajamas, 151050, small arms.

(3) 1 VC, sitting in fexhole, 622346, black pajamas, 151050. small
arms.

(4) 5 VC, sitting under tree, 635357, 151115, uniforms and equip-
ment undetermined.

(5) 5 VC, observation post, 654336, 2 gray, 3 black uniforms,
161130, samll arms.

(6) 5 VC, observation post, 656343. 3 gray, 2 black uniforms,
161220, 1 BAR, 4 small arms.

(7) 3 VC, observation post, 647347. gray black and khaki uniforms,
161220. small arms.

(8) Fifteen VC, heading north, 660341, khaki and gray uniforms,
161400, small arms and heavy packs.

DECLASSIFI
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b. Tell!! 22 

(1) 6 huts at 6'9:310. not occupied. e .... eet potato patches and chick­
ens in the area. 1.51220. 

(2) 3 VC suspects, aoving west. 642312. black pajama •• 151220. RO 
weapone sighted. 

(3) 2 VC. sitting in place, 639340, 151303. uniforms and equipment 
tuldeterm1ned~ 

(4) Well concealed village consisting of 12 large huts and eeveral 
_mall enes at 641313. '!'h. large huts were 10 ... 20 feet square. 
'!'he vill*ie is estimated to be c-.pable or housing 200 _no E~ 
.1 the big huts had bundles of freshly out punji stakes inside 
huts. Some or the huts had food inside them. '!'here were lis­
tening poets to the north, east and west ot the village with c~m­
lIll.1l11Cl.tt1ou wire leading to th.m~ There was some livestock i.n 
the area. and also some tunnels. Two propaganda 1eanets were 
found. one in Chin.xe and the other in Vietnamese. Both were 
subsequentLY lost. The Vietnamese leaflet was tr.-slated and 
said. "Eager t. Learn Communist Party Letter." 

(,5) Suspeoted. cache sighted a.t 632212. S.ven t.et wide .. 10 feet 
long. and 3 feet high. It was lII&de of bamboo and wooden 
planks aJld th .. tehed all around. 

(6) Two large buUdings at 693315. On. appeared t.o haYe two le ... ell 
they ..... re ,.11 concealed. SlMke lias coilling frollt a chimney in 
EUle. 

e. Team 23 

(l)F1.ur .U8pec~ed VC. standing on top of hill, 617'337. bla.ok. 
g1'"ay, tU1d khaki uniforals, 15104.5, no weapons &f equipment 
Sighted. 

(2) Thirty YO. lIOTing south 6,4)55, 151100. \11\11'01"118 and equipment 
undetermined. 

(:3) '!'hr •• VO. 1I'lOving south. 634344. gray uniroMl18, 151145, 1S .. 11 
,lll:'mS • 

(4) Four ve, sitting down. 625357, 151200, weapons and equipment 
tlIldetennined. 

7. Narrative ot the attack on the patrol b~! on the night of 16 Dec 1965. 

--z .... 

.. ~ 
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b. Team 22

(1) 6 huts at 639310, not occupied, sweet potato patches and chick-
ons in the area, 151220.

(2) 3 VC suspects, moving west, 642312, black pajamas, 151220, no
weapons sighted.

(3) 2 VC, sitting in place, 639340, 151303, uniforms and equipment
undetermined.

(4) Well concealed village consisting of 12 large huts and several
small ones at 641313. The large huts were 10 - 20 feet square.
The village is estimated to be capable of housing 200 men. Each
of the big huts had bundles of freshly cut punji stakes inside
huts. Some of the huts had food inside them. There were lis-
tening posts to the north, east and west of the village with com-
municattion wire leading to them. There was some livestock in
the area and also some tunnels. Two propaganda leaflets were
found, one in Chinexe and the other in Vietnamese. Both were
subsequently lost. The Vietnamese leaflet was translated and
said, "Eager to Learn Communist Party Letter."

(5) Suspected cache sighted at 632212. Seven feet wide, 10 feet
leng, and 3 feet high. It was made of bamboo and wooden
planks and thatched all around.

(6) Two large buildings at 693315. One appeared to have two levels.
They were well concealed. Smoke was coming from a chimney in
one.

Team 23c.

(1) Four suspected VC, standing on top of hill, 617337, black,
gray, and khaki uniforms, 151045, no weapons of equipment
sighted.

(2) Thirty VC, moving south 634355, 151100, uniforms and equipment
undetermined.

(3) Three VC, moving south, 634344, gray uniforms, 151145, small
arms.

(4) Four VC, sitting down, 625357, 151200, weapons and equipment
undetermined.

7. Narrative of the attack on the patrol base on the night of 16 Dec 1965.

2
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By 161730. all recoilllaiesaneo teams had ret.urned t.o the patrol baee located 
a.t 640329. Th. entire patrol bal3!'t was preparing to depart tor BA'rO at 0600 
the next moriting.. At approximately 1900, two llOrtar rounds landed en the 
north Bide of the hill. During the next two hours, the VC dropped an est­
imated 100 1IlOrtar rounds on the hill. had strafed it with automatic weapons 
and had physicall,. a.esaulted it with an estimated 150-200 men. Due to the 
lIIOrtar atta.ck, the AmlCricarla and CIDG had trouble organizing a good d.renfle 
or counter offent'liTe." ET~l!)'"One waa broken up into 811lUl groups. When it 
appeared that the VC had taken the hill and tha.t there .... s not a rare. 
la.rge enough to launch a counter attack, the groups began to carry out the 
contingency for escape and evasion. 

Most of' the aMaH groups moved a'Way from the immediate area that night. 
At first light, they began th.i r 1IIOvliU'ACnt to BA TO. Along the way, 8111.all 
groups would link up with each other.. Some or the men had been wounded, 
but they all moved slow enough so that. every(fne could .ake it. to BA '1'0. The 
VC h~ lI.arch part-lee out attempt.ing to piokup ~surviV()r8.. By 19 Deeel'iber t 

there wue 4. USMC, 1 USSF, 2 LtDB. 1 Nung, am 17 ClDG t lIlitJtJion in action. 
, eJ 

Th. VC were believed to have used a ~7mm recoIl1.as rifle and 60 .. lftOrtare. 
It i8 questionable as to whether the,. had 81.Jmt mortara •. The va th .. t &Mual­
ted the hill Were wearing .. Yariety of' uniforms. Some had on black pajamas 
and blaCk rain Capes with I. straw hel_t. covered with waterproofing material. 
Others had on camoun •• utilities. Some or tre V'C 'Wel:". weraing cartridge 
belts with eant~.ns and magazine pouches. It i8 beli.~ ~hat the VC in 
the black rain capes were North Vietnamee. and that they were in eommand. 
The interpreter stated that .. some were epeaking North Vietname5 and that others 
were speaking Hontagnard. The ueuaIt toree appeared to have good leadersh::1p 
and good discipline. Their attack was well p~aAned and well exeeuted. 

8. OBSERVATIONS. 

a. '!'h. VC lIIiihtings on the high ground an part of' a co~b,.,t outpost 
protecting the westem approach.. tot-he vue t!EH area. 

b. Th. vil1agetS at 639nO and 64-1313 ant used to house VC in the 
vue LIEH area. They were well concealed arrl probably could not be 
seen r1"O~ the air. It is possible that. there are senrati lIOl"e in the 
arca. 

c. '!'he suspected supply' cache at 6J2J12~ Is poseibl,. one of several 
that the VC use to disperse their supplies. 

d. Th. two lal"ge buildings 693315. are Possibly uaod a8 a headquarters 
et tor storing supplies or could po3sibl,.be a field hospital. 

e. a.me of the VC taat attacked the paGoI base were part at III main 
foree unit. They vere well trainedind well disciplined. 
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By 161730, all reconnaissance teams had returned to the patrol base located

at 640329. The entire patrol base was preparing to depart for BATO at 0600

the next morning. At approximately 1900, two mortar rounds landed on the

north side of the hill. During the next two hours, the VC dropped an est-

imated 100 mortar rounds on the hill, had strafed it with automatic weapons
and had physically assaulted it with an estimated 150-200 men. Due to the

mortar attack, the Americans and CIDG had trouble organizing a good defense

or counter offensive. Everyone was broken up into small groups. When it

appeared that the VC had taken the hill and that there was not a force

large enough to launch 2 counter attack, the groups began to carry out the

contingency for escape and evasion.

Most of the small groups moved away from the immediate area that night.
At first light, they began their movement to BA TO. Along the way, small

groups would link up with each other. Some of the men had been wounded,
but they all moved slow enough so that everyone could make it to BA TO. The

VC had search parties out attempting to pick up survivors. By 19 December,

there were 4 USMC, 1 USSF, 2 LLDB, 1 Nung, and 17 CIDG, mission in action.

The VC were believed to have used a 57mm recoilless rifle and 60mm mortars.
It is questionable as to whether they had 81mm mortars. The VC that assual-

ted the hill were wearing a variety of uniforms. Some had on black pajamas
and black rain capes with a straw helmet covered with waterproofing material.

Others had on camouflage utilities. Some of the VC were werning cartridge
belts with canteens and magazine pouches. It is believed that the VC in

the black rain capes were North Vietnamese and that they were in command.

The interpreter stated that some were speaking North Vietnames and that others

were speaking Montagnard. The assualt force appeared to have good leadership
and good discipline. Their attack was well planned and well executed.

8. OBSERVATIONS.

2. The VC sightings on the high ground are part of a combet outpost
protecting the western approaches to the VUC LIEM area.

b. The villages at 639310 and 641313 are used to house VC in the
VUC LIEM area. They were well concealed and probably could not be

seen from the air. It is possible that there are several more in the

area.

The suspected supply cache at 632312 is possibly one of severalC.
that the VC use to disperse their supplies.

d. The two large buildings 693315, are possibly used as a headquarters
of for storing supplies or could possibly be a field hospital.

Some of the VC that attacked the patrol base were part of a maine.
force unit. They were well trained and well disciplined.
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t. The IIIOrtar attack on the patrol base dispersed the people and breke 
up their det.sift posture. Had. it not be .. tor the JIIOrtars, the 
hill could possibly h... been aucoes.tullT detended. 

9. CONCLUSIONS. 

a. Had it Rot been tor the attack on. the patrol base, the operation 
would have been highly auoce •• tul. 'th. patrol base lIIO .... d lnto m 
area trom which the taus could operate out ot and ,et into their 
objeoU.,.. areas undetected. 

b. The patrol base Nlllained ln the s .. locatioR tor three ni«hta 
which possibly contributed to the sueces. ot the VC attack. How_ 
..... r. it the patrol bas. had 1IO'Nd. it would not haft moYOd tar 
because the to_ WN operating in the cl •• e ricinl ty, am. the 
VC could. han la1lllched a sll11lar attack on any hill in the area. 
The patrol base vas on the best detendable high gro1lnd in the are ... 

J. C. LENKER 
letLt Plt Cwdr. 

--4--
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f. The mortar attack on the patrol base dispersed the people and broke
up their defensive posture. Had it not been for the mortars, the
hill could possibly have been successfully defended.

9. CONCLUSIONS.

2. Had it not been for the attack on the patrol base, the operation
would have been highly successful. The patrol base moved into an
area from which the teams could operate out of and get into their
objective areas undetected.

b. The patrol base remained in the same location for three nights
which possibly contributed to the success of the VC attack. How-
ever, if the patrol base had moved, it would not have moved far
because the teams were operating in the close vicinity, and the
VC could have launched a similar attack on any hill in the area.
The patrol base was on the best defendable high ground in the area.

J. C. LENKER
1stLt Plt Cndr.
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OPERAnON C!DER 5 

1. SITUATION. 

a. !iJax. As briefed. 

b. P'rlondl y. As brleted. 
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2ftdPl t. 1et1orReconCo 
B.A TO, Rft 
201'71'" Dee 1965 

2. KISSP. to reGOyer USJC MIt'a and ... iat in the recoftl'"1' of USSF 
and '1etn_ .. MIA.'. at or near as 6)2'3)7. 

). EXSCYTION. 

a. CooM»t. Jfoft out in collIE w1th )0 CIDO of Co 122. 10 ClDG at 
Co 1.5). 10 CRP, 6.5 ...... 2 LUIS, 4 USSF, ) AAftT, mid. 1 Interpre_ 
ter, to noift1t,. E 6)0)2). IatabUsh a patrol baH .nd procHled 
there troll to 8S ~ with a.o CIllO, 10 CRP. 2 USSP', 1 Interpre­
ter, and 2 LLDB. 1.DC.t. md recoTer !(U's and retum to SA 'fC. Rft. 

b. Set. BW~ •. On order proceed fro. patrol base with the CIDG per­
sonnel to BS 6"')2) and JIOW to JJS.",. locate.nd NCOftr 
&1.1 Marine MIA Md ASsbt in the J'eOOWl'"1' ot all other lIll's ard 
retum to the patrol baae w1 th the bodi.s tor subeequent return to 
BA '10. RVN. 

c. Goo""n,Mu Wt.rpqUAP •• 

(1) time of Departure: 2104)08. 

(2) ti_ of Retum I 2116OOf1. 

(.,) Return to patrol base HLT 211'-OOH. 

(4) Euroi" ertre.e oation in l'eOOftJ7 at MIAts due to probable 
booby traps. 

(5) E f: En.. It oIWwHd NSi.tance with the ena;, is -.de -

-1-
,'ENCLOSURE (6) 
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DECLASSIFIED

Copy of copies
2ndPit, 1stForReconCo
BA TO, RVN
201715H Dec 1965

OPERATION ORDER 5

1. SITUATION.

a. Enemy. As briefed.

b. Friendly. As briefed.

2. MISSION. To recover USMC MIA's and assist in the recovery of USSF

and Vietnamese MIA's at or near BS 632337.

3. EXECUTION.

a. Concept. Move out in column with 30 CIDG of Co 122. 10 CIDG of
Co 153, 10 CRP, 65 Nungs, 2 LLDB, 4 USSF, 3 AATTV, and 1 Interpre-
ter, to vicinity BS 630323. Establish a patrol base and proceed
there from to BS 648329 with 40 CIDO, 10 CRP, 2 USSF, 1 Interpre-
ter, and 2 LLDB. Locate and recover MIA's and return to BA TO, RVN.

b. Sgt BLANTON. On order proceed from patrol base with the CIDG per-
sonnel to (BS 630323) and move to BS 640329. Locate and recover
all Marine MIA and assist in the recovery of all other MIA's and

return to the patrol base with the bodies for subsequent return to
BA TO, RVN.

c. Coordinating Instructions.

(1) Time of Departure: 210430H.

(2) Time of Return: 211800H.

(3) Return to patrol base NLT 211400H.

(4) Exercise extreme caution in recovery of MIA's due to probable
booby traps.

If organized resistance with the enerry is made --(5)

ENCLOSURE (6)
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(aJ Enrouto to and. from patrol base. Stay together and assist 
the main body in 1"appe111ng the attack and/or movement 
through to the objeetive area .. 

~. ~ 

(b) ~lecondUQt1ng ",coyety of ~~es. Break contact and 
return to patrol base with ClOG personnel. 

(0) Should the main body be despersed and overrun., break into 
two and three man group and E &: E to Camp BA '1'0 -- approaoh 
the oamp during d~11ght hours. 

(6) Insure extreme ca.ution is exercised when reooveries bodies or 
gear due to possibility of boob.1-trapping. Secure a line to 
eaoh and mo~ from its original poe1tion befo1"e proeeeding. 

4. ADMINISTRATION A.~D LOOIS'l'ICS. 

a. Uniform and Eg;pipmeDt. Nomal to inolude tiger stripe utilities. 

b. Arms and _mition. Normal with at least 250 rounds per =an. 

o. Spocia] Equipment .. 

(1) Four (4) grenades :per man. 

(2) One red panel per man. 

() One (1) 30 foot section of line per man. 

d. !!a;LiQns. One meal per man. 

e. !lcports. Situation Report to Ca.mp lU TOt RVN. each hour on the 
hour. 

5. COMMAND AND COMlmNICATIONS ELECTRONICS. 

a. CgnnnunicaUQDS. 

(1) One HT_l with the recovery group and another with the Platoon 
OP .. 

(2) Red panels will be used to identify friendly units to orient 
airo1"af't during overfitghts should the main body become desper­
Bed. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

(a) Enroute to and from patrol base. Stay together and assist
the main body in rappelling the attack and/or movement
through to the objective area.

(b) While conducting recovery of bodies. Break contact and
return to patrol base with CIDG personnel.

(c) Should the main body be despersed and overrun, break into
two and three man group and E & E to Camp BA TO -- approach
the camp during daylight hours.

(6) Insure extreme caution is exercised when recoveries bodies or
gear due to possibility of booby-trapping. Secure a line to
each and move from its original position before proceeding.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.

a. Uniform and Equipment. Normal to include tiger stripe utilities.

b. Arms and Ammunition. Normal with at least 250 rounds per man.

c. Special Equipment.

(1) Four (4) grenades per man.

(2) One red panel per man.

(3) One (1) 30 foot section of line per man.

d. Rations. One meal per man.

e. Reports. Situation Report to Camp BA TO, RVN, each hour on the
hour.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS ELECTRONICS.

a. Communications.

(1) One HT-1 with the recovery group and another with the Platoon
CP.

(2) Red panels will be used to identify friendly units to orient
aircraft during overflights should the main body become desper-
sed.

L
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b.. Command. 

(1) Decisions made while on patrol will be arrived at jointly 
between the senior Marine. Platoon Leader of the Nung Foree 
and the LLDB in Charge of the CIDG personnel~ 

(2) Sgt BAKER and I will :reD1ain at the patrol base site during 
the recovery of bodies. 

S .. L. CkiENS 
lstLt USMC 

--3--
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b. Command.

(1) Decisions made while on patrol will be arrived at jointly
between the senior Marine, Platoon Leader of the Nung Force
and the LLDB in Charge of the CIDG personnel.

(2) Sgt BAKER and I will remain at the patrol base site during
the recovery of bodies.

S. L. OWENS
1stLt USMC

--3--
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AFTER ACTION REPORT 

1. Operation Order 5-65 

2. Rer: MAP, VIETNAt-1, 1:50,000. Sheets 

3. Patrol Composition: 

a. USMC lstLt 
Sgt 
Sgt 

iE~l 
LCpl 
pre 

OWENS, S.L. 
BAKER, li.L. 
BLANTON t C.G. 
YOUNG, E.F. 
BROWN. M.L. 
CONSTANT. D.ts. 
WEINER. M. L. 

Copy ___ or ___ copies 
lstForReconGo 
BA TO. RVN 
22~:300 Dec 1965 

b. 30 CIro .trOM Co 122, 10 CIro from Co 153. 10 eRP, 65 !iun~5t 2 LLBB, 
1+ USSF, 3 Australians t 1 interpreter, and ? Nungs ("-106). 

4. MISSION. To recover USMC ~'$ and assist in the recovery of ussr and 
Vietnamese MIA's at or near a~ 6Jf'~. 

(,4°3;z."f 
5. time of Departure/Time of Return: 210510 Dec/211750 Dec 1965. 

6. Conduct of Patrol: 

a.. Patrol routeJ route of approach atrl return determined by security 
i"o:rce (see overlay). 

b. Terrain: Hills oovered with high grasa, objective area Bald Hill. 

e. Obstacles: Panj1 stakes in base area. 

d. Mines and booby-traps: None. 

7. Enemy Information: See Narra.tive. 

8. Results of encounter with enenIY: See Narrative. 

9. Significant Activities: 

a. Propaganda Analysis: N I A 

b. Hamlets Encountered: None 

c. Change in 'ratios: lone 

DECLASSIFIED 
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Copy of copiesLI

1stForReconCo
BA TO, RVN
221300 Dec 1965

AFTER ACTION REPORT

1. Operation Order 5-65

2. Ref: MAP, VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheets

3. Patrol Composition:

a. USMC OWENS, S.L.1stLt
Sgt BAKER, W.L.
Sgt BLANTON, C.G.

YOUNG, E.F.Cpl
LCpl BROWN, M.L.
LCpl CONSTANT, D.J.
PFC WEINER, M.L.

b. 30 CIDG from Co 122, 10 CIDG from Co 153, 10 CRP, 65 Nungs, 2 LLDB,
4 USSF, 3 Australians, 1 interpreter, and 2 Nungs (A-106).

4. MISSION. To recover USMC MIA's and assist in the recovery of USSF and
Vietnamese MIA's at or near BS 632337.

640329
5. Time of Departure/Time of Return: 210510 Dec/211750 Dec 1965.

6. Conduct of Patrol:

a. Patrol route: route of approach and return determined by security
force (see overlay).

b. Terrain: Hills covered with high grass, objective area Bald Hill.

c. Obstacles: Panji stakes in base area.

d. Mines and booby-traps: None.

7. Enemy Information: See Narrative.

8. Results of encounter with enemy: See Narrative.

9. Significant Activities:

2. Propaganda Analysis: N/A

b. Hamlets Encountered: None

c. Change in Tatics: None

DECLASSIFIED
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d. Suspected Infiltration Routes: NIA 

e. Miscellaneous: NIA 

10. Was mission accomplished; Yes. However due to the confusion between the 
CIDQ personnel the ussr MIA was left at the recovery site. Plana to 
reoover his body on 22 Dec 1965 are being prepared. 

11. Conclusions. and recommendations. None. 

Enolosure (1) Narrative 
(2) Overlq 
(3) State~nts of personnel recovering bodi~s. (~op1es) 

s. L. OWENS 
lstLt USMC 

-2-
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d. Suspected Infiltration Routes: N/A

e. Miscellaneous: N/A

10. Was mission accomplished: Yes. However due to the confusion between the
CIDG personnel the USSF MIA was left at the recovery site. Plans to
recover his body on 22 Dec 1965 are being prepared.

11. Conclusions, and recommendations. None.

Enclosure (1) Narrative
(2) Overlay
(3) Statements of personnel recovering bodies (copies)

S. L. OWENS
1stLt USMC

--2--
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QONFIDENTIAL 

NAnRATlVE of AFTFJR ACTION REPORT of OPERATION ORDER 5:65 

The patrol departed Camp BA TO, RVN, lilt 210510R and moved to a Camp outpost by 
2l06l5R and waited until it was light enough to proceed further. 

At Zl0635R. the patrol departed for movement to the pa.trol base. Upon reaching 
the patrol b~~e (ZllllOrr) f the GlOO. 2 LLDB. 2 USSF, 1 interpreter. and 5 USMC, 
moved to BS ~0329f in search of the MIA's. Enroute to the patrol base, one 
ves was Sighted at BS !r4C 30r. He oontinued to parallel the patrol for about 500 
meters staying just out of small arms range. 

Simulhneous with our arrlv!ll at the patrol base sight. two 1-19'g came "on 
~ta.tionn to provide support. At Zl1300~. ,they sighted six VC at (BS CILl,3(5), 

and subjected them to rocket and automatic ~eapons fi~. The pilots reported 1 
ve KIA. The others were dispersed and did not cause further difficulties. 

The recovery element of the patrol arrived at the 81 te in which the MIA's were 
located at Zll145H. Reports of findings were transmitted periodically and at 
one time it was reported "20 bodies were found". It was later learned that this 
waS in error due to duplicity in countings by the personnel making the recovery. 
It waS definite, however, tha.t there were three }{arines.-- SISSON. MOORE, AND 
JOY. one USSF -_ WEST, and nine elro. and one LLDB lieutenant loeated making .. 
total of 14 bodies. 

At 2ll245H, it wa.s reported by ~SF personnel, on the recovery site, that they 
were experiencing so~e difficulty in getting the ClOG to assist in recovery and 
preparation of US personnel for evacuation. Later the LLDB Sergeant allegedly 
rectified the problem. 

At 211340H. helicopters requested for evacuation of the bodies, arrived and 
subsequently returned all, exclusive of the USSF Sergeant. to Camp SA TO, It 
is significant to mention that at 2114J5H, each group. USMC. eloo, and USSF, 
reported all bodies had been evacuated. 

The recovery party departed for the patrol base at 2ll435H. and arrived at 
211500H• 

At 2ll5l0H• the entire patrol departed for Camp BATe. and arrived at 211?50H. 

Immediately upon our return. Capt PATTON, Senior Advisor, USSF, Clll'lp .Ll06. 
BA TO, RVN, informed me that Sgt. w'EST'g body (USSF) was not UlOng those bodies 
returned. 

Prior to and after our. return the bodies of US personnel and the LLDB Lieuten­
ant t were evacua.ted to Chu Lai f RVN. 

S. L. OWENS 
lstLt USMC 
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CONFIDENTIAL

NARRATIVE of AFTER ACTION REPORT of OPERATION ORDER 5-65

The patrol departed Camp BA TO, RVN, at 210510H and moved to a Camp outpost by
210615H and waited until it was light enough to proceed further.

At 210635H. the patrol departed for movement to the patrol base. Upon reaching
the patrol base (211110H); the CIDG, 2 LLDB, 2 USSF. 1 interpreter. and 5 USMC,
moved to BS 640329, in search of the MIA's. Enroute to the patrol base, one
VCS was sighted at BS546309. He continued to parallel the patrol for about 500
meters staying just out of small arms range.

Simultaneous with our arrival at the patrol base sight, two L-19's came "on
station" to provide support. At 211300H, they sighted six VC at (BS 14303).
and subjected them to rocket and automatic weapons fire. The pilots reported 1
VC KIA. The others were dispersed and did not cause further difficulties.

The recovery element of the patrol arrived at the site in which the MIA's were
located at 211145H. Reports of findings were transmitted periodically and at
one time it was reported "20 bodies were found". It was later learned that this
was in error due to duplicity in countings by the personnel making the recovery.
It was definite, however, that there were three Marines, -- SISSON, MOORE, AND
JOY, one USSF -- WEST, and nine CIDG, and one LLDB lieutenant located making a
total of 14 bodies.

At 211245H, it was reported by USSF personnel, on the recovery site, that they
were experiencing some difficulty in getting the CIDG to assist in recovery and
preparation of US personnel for evacuation. Later the LLDB Sergeant allegedly
rectified the problem.

At 211340H, helicopters requested for evacuation of the bodies, arrived and
subsequently returned all, exclusive of the USSF Sergeant, to Camp BA TO, It
is significant to mention that at 211435H. each group, USMC, CIDG, and USSF,
reported all bodies had been evacuated.

The recovery party departed for the patrol base at 211435H, and arrived at
211500H.

At 211510H, the entire patrol departed for Camp BATO, and arrived at 211750H.

Immediately upon our return, Capt PATTON, Senior Advisor, USSF, Camp A-106,
BA TO, RVN, informed me that Sgt. WEST's body (USSF) was not among those bodies
returned.

Prior to and after our return the bodies of US personnel and the LLDB Lieuten-
ant, were evacuated to Chu Lai, RVN.

S. L. OWENS
1stLt USMC
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tch. 

OPERA'1'IOii ORDER 1..65 

Ret: (a) ¥.AP: VIETNAM. 1=50,000, Sheet numbers 6656 I. 6756 IV 

Time Zone: 11 

1. SITUATION. 

a. fu.mn:t. Current Is\UIIS and Intel briefings. 

b. li'riCnQly. -<10-

2. MISSION. 

a. Conduct a reeon of' the objective area (overlay) to determine location and 
extent of va activity. 

,. EXECUTION. 

a. 14 JW1 recon platoon will depart camp 120500H il1d rove oYer11.'lnd to objective 
area, conduct reoon. and move overland back to camp. 

lstLt 
a,-Sgt 
lIN 

Suttle - Plt ldr 
Lcmg 
Olsen 

Team,l (-CpI Buchholz' 
Teaa '2 
Teaa " 

c. Cpl Buchholz will re.v.n in cPlp to dt'!ist in eomlll watch. 

d. Coordinating !n~t~t'Qn,. 

(l) ETD. 120500H 

(2) ETR - l3l500H or 14 Dec 1965 depending on enemy sighting. 

(3) Route -. see overlay 

(4) Debriefing - upon return to camp. 

4. ADMINISTIATION AN:!) LOGISTICS. 

a. Ratione .. As prescribed by Platoon ~ader. 

b. Arms and Ammo - mniu' of 200 ros/man. 

el) 1Jf-79 v/24 roa will be carried. 

a. UnifQtIru3 - camounage utilities. 

- "._-----_._.....-:-'._---"._------_. 
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tch.main in camp to assist in corW1:

Copy of Copies0
3d P1t 1stFoReconCo
BeTo, RVN

TRABONG 110800H Dec 1965

OPERATION ORDER 1-65

Ref: (a) MAP: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheet numbers 6656 I, 6756 IV

Time Zone: H

1. SITUATION.

2. Enemy. Current Isums and Intel briefings.

b. Friendly. -do-

2. MISSION.

Conduct a recon of the objective area (overlay) to determine location and
2.

extent of VC activity.

3. EXECUTION.

2. 14 man recon platoon will depart camp 120500H and move overland to objective

area, conduct recon, and move overland back to camp.

b. Composition of Recon Plt.

Team 31 (-Cpl Buchholz)Suttle - Plt Ldr1stLt
Team 32GySgt Long
Team 33OlsenHN

C. Cpl Buchholz will remain in camp to assist in comm watch.

d. Coordinating Instructions.

(1) ETD - 120500H

(2) ETR - 131500H or 14 Dec 1965 depending on enemy sighting.

(3) Route - see overlay

(4) Debriefing - upon return to camp.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.

2. Rations - As prescribed by Platoon Leader.

b. Arms and Ammo - minimum of 200 rds/man.

(1) 1-M-79 w/24 rds will be carried.

6. Uniforms - camouflage utilities.
ENCLOSURE (7)
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CqNFJDENTIAL 

d. Egnipreent - ~8 prescribed by PIt Ldr except as !o}'ows for men evac si~­
a.1ing. 

(1) yellow smoke - 1 

(2) red flank panel - 1 

(3) green lens flashlight ... 1 

e. Wounded - will be treated by corpsman and if' necessary- med evac will be 
effected. 

~ • .f.Qli - no' POI.f' s will be taken. 

5. CO}'MAND AND COMMUNICATIO}tS. 

a.. lfguipmcnt. 

(1) 1 - PRe - 25 v/Z batteries 

(2) 1 - PRC - 10 vIz batteries 

(3) 2 - IiT.l 

b. Frequency - '.39.4 for our reporting and air/ground :frequency~ The FT.l 
frequency is preset crystal. 

c. GalJ Sigruz. 

(1) Cal"!p - Envious 18 

(2) Plt _ Bulldog 

d. Team code will be ueed to identify personnel if needed .. 

e. Btports. 

(1) Spot Reports _ As they occur using detailed SALUTE format. 

(2) Sitrep 

(.) Scheduled contacts - At 0900, 1500. 2100. O'.3~O starting 120900 -
give situation and present location. 

(b) Broadcast Times _ At 0600. l200.1AOO. 2400, startin~ l?o6no. 

t3} 'thrust line - Base point is 160860 - r:!se direction is north. 

(4) Check Points - Che~~ points will be called in ag pIt crosses. 

f. Base station will .,nitor oontinously unfil eomplt'!tion of patrol. 

W Q SUT'rLt 

---~-.-.. --
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CONFIDENTIAL

d. Equipment - as prescribed by P1t Ldr except as follows for med evac sign-

aling.

(1) yellow smoke - 1

(2) red flank panel - 1

(3) green lens flashlight - 1

e. Wounded - will be treated by corpsman and if necessary med evac will be

effected.

f. POW - no POW's will be taken.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS.

a. Equipment.

(1) 1 - PRC - 25 w/2 batteries

(2) 1 - PRC - 10 w/2 batteries

(3) 2 - HT-1

b. Frequency - 39.4 for our reporting and air/ground frequency. The FT-1

frequency is preset crystal.

C. Call Signs.

(1) Camp - Envious 18

(2) Plt - Bulldog

d. Team code will be used to identify personnel if needed.

e. Reports.

(1) Spot Reports - As they occur using detailed SALUTE format.

(2) Sitrep

(2) Scheduled contacts - At 0900. 1500, 2100 , 0300 starting 120900 -

give situation and present location.

(b) Broadcast Times - At 0600. 1200. 1800. 2400, starting 120600.

(3) Thrust Line - Base point is 360860 - base direction is north.

(4) Check Points - Check points will be called in as plt crosses.

f. Base station will monitor continously until completion of patrol.

WG SUTTLE
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AFTER ACTI0~ REPORT 

1. Operation Order 1..65 

2. Ret! <a) MAP: Vietnam. sheet number. 6~56 It 6756 IV 

J. Patrol Composition: 

a. 13 - USMC 1 - USN 

b. lstLt Suttle - Patrol Lead~r 

4. Mission: 

a. Conduct a recon of the obj~ctive area to d~termin~ location and ext~nt 
of va act\t1 ty I} 

5. Time of Depa~ture - l2050JH 

6. Time of Jteturn .. 1'31J50H 

7. Routes - see overl.y 

R. '1'erra..'i..n: 

CIDG Patrol 15l000H 

a. The high grounrl, for the most part. is forested with 1:1. 30-3-; foot can­
opy. The veg?tion und~r the eanoPY' i5 not thick and there b lit f;le ground 
co~r. A.reas of secondary gnwth are aburidant. They consist .r baWlboG. 
elephant grass and thicket from h_l? feet high. The hi 11 s are steep and 
rocky an!i thll} lack of ground cover makes tht"l71 mucirly and IJl1ppery. There 
are many landslide areaB througbeu.t the area of operations. There are many 
streams and old trails not shown on the mars. :Moveltent is di!ticult at times 
due to the st"'ep, muddy terrain and thick secondary growth. 

9. Enemy: 

a.. No signs of recI"'nt VC activity 'W'er& observ~. At the hut at '3,t;F~4'7 was 
found an empty 7.62mm{US) cardboard c .. rtrld~e box and the bottom of .. carlJine 
magazine. however. these appeared to be several weeks old. A check of the 
known, old VC position on thl" rldg~1ine in the vicinity of 3?OR65 was made 
and no recent activity was noted. 

10. Map Corrections: 

a.. Several old trails were found on the rldge1ines in the al""'a. Nearly 
every draW' bad a flewing stream. in it from 2-20 feet wide. 

11. Micel1aneous Information: 

a. Orange pee1s le~s than a we~~ old were founi at 36~R64. 

b. Leeches abound in the a.rea and present a probl4"'JI\ to troops. 

dE ZM: 
.~ -
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AFTER ACTION REPORT

1. Operation Order 1-65

2. Ref: (2) MAP: Vietnam, sheet number, 6656 I, 6756 IV

3. Patrol Composition:

1 - USN2. 13 - USMC

Suttle - Patrol Leaderb. 1stLt

4. Mission:

Conduct a recon of the objective area to determine location and extent2.
of VC activity.

CIDG Patrol 151000H5. Time of Departure - 120505H

6. Time of Return - 131350H

7. Routes - see overlay

8. Terrain:

2. The high ground, for the most part, is forested with 2 30-35 foot can-

opy. The vegetion under the canony is not thick and there is little ground
cover. Areas of secondary growth are abundant. They consist of bamboo,
elephant grass and thicket from 6-1? feet high. The hills are steep and

rocky and the lack of ground cover makes them muddy and slippery. There
are many landslide areas throughout the area of operations. There are many
streams and old trails not shown on the maps. Movement is difficult at times
due to the strep, muddy terrain and thick secondary growth.

9. Enemy:

2. No signs of recent VC activity were observed. At the hut at 361847 was
found an empty 7.62mm(US) cardboard cartridge box and the bottom of a carbine

magazine, however, these appeared to be several weeks old. A check of the

known, old VC position on the ridgeline in the vicinity of 370865 was made
and no recent activity was noted.

10. Map Corrections:

2. Several old trails were found on the ridgelines in the area. Nearly
every draw had a flowing stream in it from 2-20 feet wide.

11. Micellaneous Information:

a. Orange peels less than a week old were found at 366864.

b. Leeches abound in the area and present a problem to troops.

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

12. Condition of Patrol and Equipment: 

a. Personnel - numerous leech bites but no co~lications. 

b. Equipment - good condition. 

1). Conclusions and Recommendations: 

a. No signs .r recent VC activity w.~ observed on the high rid~es and 
st"!'ep hills. 

~ 

b. I;ug 301M boots are essential in hilly tmdrly terrain. 

\of. G. SUTTLE 
lstLt USMC 
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12. Condition of Patrol and Equipment:

2. Personnel - numerous leech bites but no complications.

b. Equipment - good condition.

13. Conclusions and Recommendations:

2. No signs of recent VC activity was observed on the high ridges and

steep hills.

b. Lug soldd boots are essential in hilly muddy terrain.

W. G. SUTTLE
1stLt USMC
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op Order 1- 65

11 Dec 1965Tra
Bong

Operation Overlay

Map: Tra Bong 1: 50,000, Series L701 ,Sheet 6756 IV

ws Suttle

4015TLT usmc

89

Tra Bong

L
\

CK PT #4CK PT#,
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Area

CKPT # 2

CK PT #3

82

33

1st Fce Reconn C, Dec 65
w/ Emel 7
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CONFIDENTIAL 

QPERATION ORDER 2.65 

Ref: (a) MAP: VIETN}~, 1:50,000, Sheet numbers 6656 It 6?56 IV. 

Time Zone: H 

1. S!TUATIml. 

a. ~. - Current ISUMS and Intel briefing. 

b.. Friendly.- -do-

2. MISSION. 

~-

a.. Conduct a ~con of the objective area (overlay) to determine location of 
VG 5th District HQ. 

:3. EYECUTION. 

a. 9 men our patrol wi1-1 depart 150400 with ClOO Co on search/destroy mission. 
Upon reaching vicinty of objective area. our patrol will move independent­
ly to objective area and accomplish mi!sion. 

b. Composition of Patrol. 

Team 32 
Te3l1l 33 
lIN Olsen 

sgt Blankenship - Patrol Ldr 

c. 1stLt Suttle and Sgt Schmitt '!dll accompany one dq elro Patrol. 

(I) ETD - l504{)0 

(2) ETR - 171700 

(3) Route - see overlay 

(4) Debriefing - upon return to camp. ' 

4. ADMINISTkATtON AND LOGISTICS. 

a. RatiQUS - as prescribed Qy patrol Idr 

b. Arms aod Ammo - millimum of 200 rds/man. 

(1) 1-¥-79 w/24 ros will be carried. 

c. Unj,.fora _ As prescribed by Patrol ldr. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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CONFIDENTIAL
Copy. of Copies
3d Plt 1stFoReconCo
Tra Bong, RVN
140930H Dec 1965

OPERATION ORDER 2-65

Ref: (2) MAP: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheet numbers 6656 I, 6756 IV.

Time Zone: H

1. SITUATION.

a. Enemy. - Current ISUMS and Intel briefing.

b. Friendly.- -do-

2. MISSION.

Conduct a recon of the objective area (overlay) to determine location of2.
VC 5th District HQ.

3. EXECUTION.

a. 9 men our patrol will depart 150400 with CIOG Co on search/destroy mission.
Upon reaching vicinty of objective area, our patrol will move independent-
ly to objective area and accomplish mission.

b. Composition of Patrol.

Team 32 Sgt Blankenship - Patrol Ldr
Team 33
HN Olsen

C. 1stLt Suttle and Sgt Schmitt will accompany one day CIDG Patrol.

d. Coordinating Instructions.

(1) ETD - 150400

(2) ETR - 171700

(3) Route - see overlay

(4) Debriefing - upon return to camp.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.

a. Rations - as prescribed by patrol ldr

b. Arms and Ammo - minimum of 200 rds/man.

(1) 1-M-79 w/24 rds will be carried.

C. Uniform - As prescribed by Patrol Ldr. ENCLOSURE (8)

DECLASSIFIED
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._----_. -.--~------------- --_._--_ .. _ .... _. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

d. Equipment - As prescribed by Patrol Ldr except. as follows f'or lied evae 
signalling. 

(1) 1 ... yellOW' smoke 

(2) - 1. - red fiank panel 

(3) 1 - green lens nashlight 

e. Wounded ... Will be treated by corpsman and if necessary med evac will be 
e!fec\~. 

I. l:Qli - it unavoidable take a row only if it will not jeapardize the Patrol. 

5. COW;AND AND COMMUNICATIONS. 

a. EQlli~ to 'be CUrled,- llIinimwl 

(1) 1 - PRC ... 2; w/2 batteries 

(2) I - PRe.IO vIz batt.eries 

b. FrequenCies - 39.4. Me for our reporting and dr/ground. 

c. Cal] Sims 

(1) Camp _ Envious 18 

(2) Patrol - Bulldog 

d. Team code will be used for identifying personnal if needed. 

(1) Spot Reports - As they occur using detailed SAJ,UTE format.. 

(2) SitRep 

(a) Scheduled Contacts - At 1500. 2100, 0300. and 0600 8t~rting 151500 
giye situa.tion and present location. 

(b) Broadcast Times - At 1200, lAOO, 2l.!OO. and 0600 starting 1.51800. 

(3) Thrust. Line - Baae point is 4;OA70 - base direction is north. 

r. Base station will monitor continously until completion of' patrol. 

W' G SUTTLE 
lsttt USMC 
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CONFIDENTIAL

d. Equipment - As prescribed by Patrol Ldr except as follows for med evac
signalling.

(1) 1 - yellow smoke

(2) 1 - red flank panel

(3) 1 - green lens flashlight

e. Wounded - Will be treated by corpsman and if necessary med evac will be
effected.

f. POW - if unavoidable take a POW only if it will not jeapardize the Patrol.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS.

2. Equipment to be Carried.- minimum

(1) 1 - PRC_25 w/2 batteries

(2) 1 - PRC-10 w/2 batteries

b. Frequencies - 39.4 Mc for our reporting and air/ground.

C. Call Signs

(1) Camp - Envious 18

(2) Patrol - Bulldog

d. Team code will be used for identifying personnal if needed.

e. Reports

(1) Spot Reports - As they occur using detailed SALUTE format.

(2) SitRep

(2) Scheduled Contacts - At 1500. 2100. 0300. and 0600 starting 151500
give situation and present location.

(b) Broadcast Times - At 1200. 1800, 2400, and 0600 starting 151800.

(3) Thrust Line - Base point is 450870 - base direction is north.

f. Base station will monitor continously until completion of patrol.

W G SUTTLE
1stLt USMC
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1. Operation Order 2..65 

2. Ref: (a) ¥.AP: Vietnam. Sheet numbe~. 6h56 I. 67r:;6 IV 

3. Patrol Composition: 

a .. 8." USMC 1 _ USN 

b. Sgt Blankenship - Patrol Leader 

4. Mission: 

a. Conduct a recon of objective area (over1~) to determine location and ex­
tent of VC activity. 

I). Time of Departure - PBe camp 150420R 

6. Time of Retum - 171630H 

? • Routes - se" overlay 

8. Terrain: 

CIDG Patrol 151000H 

a.. The terrain on the north side of the river from the river to the foothills 
is composed of ro11ing hills eut b). kltany stream-fin.d draws. Old and new rice 
pad~ies are prevalent thrcughout the area. There are many scattered huts a6 
shown on the map. The ~g.tion 15 lIIOstl,. secondary growth and very dense in 
most areas ~king foot trave1 ~1ffieult Ind in some ar@as nearly impossibl~. 

9.. Enemy Sightings. 

a. No VC sightings were observed however the fo11owing observations were made. 

b. Huts in grid square 44P9 co~tained blue and khaki clothing similar to that 
;rom by VC on OPERATION STARLIGHT. No personnel were around the area. 

c. ThaCh Bieb (1) (all sightings were fresh) 

(1) Hedgerow showed recent clearing as if in preparation Per dig~ing a pos­
ition in :it. 

(2) At the comers of fields and hedgerows were found many de"'p holes with 
dug out caves (3M sketcM) coverPd with brush and palm tI'0unds. 

(j) A trench 30-40 meters long with • chest high fense in tront formed by 
cutting a hedgerow down. 

d. There were no young men in any villages observed. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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Copy of oopies
1stForReconCoAFTER ACTION REPORT

TRABONG BA TO, RVN
180800HDec 19651. Operation Order 2-65

2. Ref: (a) MAP: Vietnam, Sheet numbers, 6656 I, 6756 IV

3. Patrol Composition:

2. 8 - USMC 1 USN

b. Sgt Blankenship - Patrol Leader

4. Mission:

2. Conduct 2 recon of objective area (overlay) to determine location and ex-
tent of VC activity.

5. Time of Departure - base camp 150420H CIDC Patrol 151000H

6. Time of Return - 171630H

7. Routes - see overlay

8. Terrain:

a. The terrain on the north side of the river from the river to the foothills
is composed of rolling hills cut by many stream-filled draws. Old and new rice
paddies are prevalent throughout the area. There are many scattered huts as
shown on the map. The vegation is mostly secondary growth and very dense in
most areas making foot travel difficult and in some areas nearly impossible.

9. Enemy Sightings:

a. No VC sightings were observed however the following observations were made.

b. Huts in grid square 4489 contained blue and khaki clothing similar to that
worn by VC on OPERATION STARLIGHT. No personnel were around the area.

C. Thach Bieb (1) (all sightings were fresh)

(1) Hedgerow showed recent clearing as if in preparation for digging a pos-
ition in it.

(2) At the corners of fields and hedgerows were found many deep holes with
dug out caves (see sketch) covered with brush and palm frounds.

(3) A trench 30-40 meters long with a chest high fense in front formed by
cutting a hedgerow down.

d. There were no young men in any villages observed.

DECLASSIFIED
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e. The patrol moved through several open areas :md were observed by VN'so 
The VN's were startled. afraid. !;tnri openly hostile to the Americans. 

f. A 50 cal maC'hin~ gun was heard firing at 151115H from t~., south 5irJ~ or 
the river. A Caribou (CV_?) 'WliIS flying through--the area at thl*' time and the 
firing ceased when t~e Caribou went out of r~nge. 

10. ¥.ap Corrections: 

a. Vill~ges were smaller than innicated on the map. 

b. Hany trails exist throughout the area north of the river froa Tra Bong 
to Thach Bieb. 

11. ~iscel1aneou8 Information: 

a. High activity at night at An Roa PF outpost on hill 141 (4'7A6). 

b. F.ast of ohiective area was heam an automatic wea::(")n with exceptional1y 
high rate of fire and was thought to ~ be lit US type weapon. 

c. Forn across river east of Dang Plui. Small lrids were observ..-d crossing 
river even though torrential r~ins fro~ 15-17 Uet. han eon~iderably rais-d 
level of river. 

d. From north side of river opposite Dang P1ui to the north of hill 71 (35QR ) 
runs an extensive trail" network. The start of the trails have he~n recently 
eal!lOUnQ~ed. Once y"u break through the clilr.'Ouf'lage. +.he trans wid~n out to 
6-"1 fMt as they have bet'"n r .. cently cut. Overhead cover is foun" on most, of 
the trails. Tr~vel from Dang Plui to hill 71 can be Qccomplished unobserv~ 
from the air by a l.arg!'" force with eouipmt'!'nt in .. short time if they hav,", "ood 
knowled~e of the' trails. '!'he tr~i1 runs g.-nerally close to thf" river. 

12. Condition of Patro1: 

a. Personnel - good so~ imersion foot and hand, most were tir~ and slightly 
run down from constant movem-nt through difficult terrain and co~stant wind 
~d torrential rain. Numerous 51<-in rashes and lef"c'l1 bitest no cOl'lplications 
that rest ~n~ dryine out will not cure. 

b. Eouipment _ good 

13. Conclusions and Recommend~tions: 

a. Due to slow movement of CInO Co dur1n~ ~vf"m~nt to vicinity of objective 
area. r!"'con patrol lost several key hour~thus preventing their checking out 
the ~rR section of ob~ective areA. Use of CInG patno13 to cover insertion of 
teams 1"Ust b~ reevalu!;lted. 

h. It is arl'arent th~ VC influence :i" the objective -ea il'l extremely atron~ 
due to preparation or positions :md attitud.- of pt"<"ple-. 
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e. The patrol moved through several open areas and were observed by VN's.
The VN's were startled, afraid, and openly hostile to the Americans.

f. A 50 cal machine gun was heard firing at 151315H from the south side of
the river. A Caribou (CV_2) was flying through the area at the time and the

firing ceased when the Caribou went out of range.

10. Map Corrections:

a. Villages were smaller than indicated on the map.

b. Many trails exist throughout the area north of the river from Tra Bong
to Thach Bieb.

11. Miscellaneous Information:

2. High activity at night at An Hoa PF outpost on hill 141 (4786).

b. Fast of objective area was heard an automatic wearon with exceptionally
high rate of fire and was thought to not be a US type weapon.

c. Ford across river east of Dang Plui. Small vids were observed crossing
river even though torrential rains from 15-17 Dec. had considerably raised
level of river.

d. From north side of river opposite Dang Plui to the north of hill 71 (3508)
runs an extensive trail network. The start of the trails have been recently
carouflaged. Once you break through the camouflage, the trails widen out to
6-7 feet as they have been recently cut. Overhead cover is found on most, of
the trails. Travel from Dang Plui to hill 71 can be accomplished unobserved
from the air by a large force with equipment in 2 short time if they have good
knowledge of the trails. The trail runs generally close to the river.

12. Condition of Patrol:

2. Personnel - good some imersion foot and hand, most were tired and slightly
run down from constant movement through difficult terrain and constant wind

and torrential rain. Numerous skin rashes and leech bitest no complications
that rest and drying out will not cure.

b. Equipment - good

13. Conclusions and Recommendations:

a. Due to slow movement of CIDC Co during movement to vicinity of objective
area, recon patrol lost several key hours thus preventing their checking out
the NE section of objective area. Use of CIDG patrols to cover insertion of
teams must be reevalusted.

h. It is apparent the VC influence in the objective area is extremely strong
due to preparation of positions and attitude of people.
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c. Improve~ent of trail on north side of Tra Bon~ indicat~s POssibJ~ future 
use by VC to attack Tra Bong. 

w. G. SUT':'IE 
lstLt t!SYC 
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Improvement of trail on north side of Tra Bong indicates possible futureC.
use by VC to attack Tra Bong.

W. G. SUTTLE
1stLt USFC
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OPERATION ORDER 3-65 

Ref: (a) }l..AP: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheet Number 6656 I. 6756 IV. 

Time Zone: H 

1. SITUATI0N. 

a. Enem ... Intel brief USSF 

b. FriendlY - -<10-

c. Attaohments/Detaohments _ none. 

a. Conduct reconnaissance of objective area to determine loeation. nature. 
and extent of VC activit)". 

3. EXECUTlf:N. 

a. Congept. Depai-t eamp 210700 in company with croo Comb,t Recon Platoon 
and proceed through village to objective area where patrol will leave ORP 
and prodeec independentl)", CRP will recon e~8tern portion of obj~etive 
area. Upon oompletion of recon return to c;lmp. Duration of operation is 
dependent upon va activity - lrlarllllUl'!l. of :3 days. 

b. Patrol CQmpostigo. 

9 USMC 
lstLt 
HN 

1 USN 
Suttle - Patrol Ldr 
Olsen 

e. Cogrdinating InstrnlCti<;ms. 

(1) ETD - 210700 

(2) ETR - 231500 

('3 ) Route - sefl! overlay 

(4) Debriefing ... upon return to cal'!lp 

4. AD"·IHISTRATION AND LOGISTICS 

.~ RzM:01'l'S" _ 4 "C1
' -rats/raan (stripped) 

b. Atm i11d Ammo - I-M..79 ;'24 rda 

Teo :31 
Tep 32 
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ENCLOSURE (9) 
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6
Copy. of Copies
3d P1t 1stFoReconCo
Tra Bong, RVN
191700H Dec 1965

OPERATION ORDER 3-65

Ref: (a) MAP: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheet Number 6656 I. 6756 IV.

Time Zone: H

1. SITUATION.

2. Enemy - Intel brief USSF

b. Friendly - -do-

C. Attachments/Detachments - none.

2. MISSION.

a. Conduct reconnaissance of objective area to determine location, nature,
and extent of VC activity.

3. EXECUTION.

2. Concept. Depart camp 210700 in company with CIDG Combat Recon Platoon
and proceed through village to objective area where patrol will leave CRP
and prodeec independently, CRP will recon eastern portion of objective
area. Upon completion of recon return to camp. Duration of operation is
dependent upon VC activity - maximum of 3 days.

b. Patrol Compostion.

9 USMC 1 USN Team 31
Suttle - Patrol Ldr1stLt Team 32HN Olsen

C. Coordinating Instructions.

(1) ETD - 210700

(2) ETR - 231500

(3) Route - see overlay

(4) Debriefing - upon return to camp

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS

as Rations - 4 "C" rats/man (stripped)
b. Arms and Ammo - 1-M-79 w/24 rds

ENCLOSURE (9)
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lllinimum 200 rda/man, mnimum :> fragmentary grenruii"'s/man, lI_l/2 carbine 
as iSBued. 

c. Upiform and Egy,i)J!lCnt 

(1) SOP 

(2) Med Evac Kit 

(a) 2 - yellow smoke 

(b) 1 - red air panel 

(0) 1 - green lens n ashlight 

d. P,rs900M Iffects _ ID ... SOP 

ft. Wounded .. Med evac will be utilized if nel"ded. 

f. ..fQ!i - Avoid taking pow. IS but. if possible vi thout jeopardizing safety of 
patrol, take rool and abort mission. 

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS 

a.. Equipment 

(1) 1 - PRC-25 w/2 BA '386 

(2) I - FRe-IO w/2 BA,279 

(3) All oomm equipment will be nterproo!'ed for rain and stream crossings. 

b. Call Signs 

(1) Camp _ Envious IR 

(2) Patrol - Bulldog 

o. Frequency 

(1) Recon report and dr/ground '39.4 Me 

(2) Monitored bY" camp 24 hrs/day 

d. Schruiu1ed Contacts 

(1) 0900. 1500. 2100, 0300 

(2) Report status and location. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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minimum 200 rds/man, minimum ? fragmentary grenades/man, M-1/2 carbine
as issued.

C. Uniform and Equirment

(1) SOP

(2) Med Evac Kit

(a) 2 - yellow smoke

(b) 1 - red air panel

(c) 1 - green lens flashlight

d. Personnal Effects - ID 1 SOP

e. Wounded - Med evac will be utilized if needed.

f. POW - Avoid taking POW's but if possible without jeopardizing safety of
patrol. take POW and abort mission.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS

2. Equipment

(1) 1 - PRC-25 w/2 BA. 386

(2) 1 - PRC-10 w/2 BA 279

(3) All comm equipment will be waterproofed for rain and stream crossings.

b. Call Signs

(1) Camp - Envious 18

(2) Patrol - Bulldog

C. Frequency

(1) Recon report and air/ground 39.4 Mc

(2) Monitored by camp 24 hrs/day

d. Scheduled Contacts

(1) 0900, 1500, 2100, 0300

(2) Report status and location.
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e, BrgadSMt 

(1) 1200. 1800. 2400. 0600 

r. '1)rgst I4po 

(1) Base Point 290900 

(2) Base direction - I i. up 

g. Spat Reports {Ennw Siehtin,. 

(1) When oc(!ur - 1188 detailed SALUTE ro~t. 

h. All air request/aed.en.c through EnYious l~. 

W G SUTTLE 
1etLt USJC 
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e. Broadcast

(1) 1200, 1800. 2400. 0600

f. Thrust Line

(1) Base Point 290900

(2) Base direction - N is up

g. Spot Reports/Evening Sightings

(1) When occur - use detailed SALUTE format.

h. All air request/medevac through Envious 18.

WG SUTTLE
1stLt USMC
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AFTER ACTI(,"l 

1. Operation Order 1J:S 

(.) MA.P: Vietnam, Sheet numbere. 6":;56 I. 6756 IV 

~. Patrol Composition: 

:I. 9 _ USMC 1 _ USN 

b. lstLt 
HN 

Sutt.le - Patrol Leader 
Olsen 

Teatll )1 
'feUl 12 

a. Conduct ~con~~is~ance of obi·ctivl!' area to determine natu~. extent. and 
loe.tinn of' VC activit:v-. 

<;. Ti~ 04' Departure: ?10700H 

(.,. Tim'!' of Return: ??] '500Jf 

? • Routes: see overl lAY 

a. The teM'dn encou1'lteT"l'!d was tTPioal or the area. steep. rocky hi1Js heavily 
forested with ",any areas of secondary ~h. Trawl through the area is ex­
trelMly riifficult and slov except throue:h use of old t.ni'e and stream bet1.s. 

9. Ene1l'!Y: 

a. No ene1llY sip:t-tinp:s were oh~erved. 

10. ~ap Cor~ctions: 

a. }I:any slIIall strealll8 are present. Nearly t"very Wlajar draw nae one at this ti!!le. 

b. NUMerous slide areas in the area. 

c. The contour inteMr'.l is dfl'ceiYinp: as there a"" Wlany hi~ M.Hs (40.1c;n r~t) 
that a~ not rlrawn or not easiJy 1iscerned on the ..,r.. 

t 11. Miflce]'aneous Inrol"'1l!atil"n: 

l , 
I 
i 

I 
'-. 

a. Monto~ard caMps Wl'!re found at 2?~AO and 2?1A~4. '!'he call1ps were in e:ood 
crt.te or upkeep. The:v- consisted of vines 8t~tched between tre~8 to han" pon­
ohos <"n and suprorts tor a laVice like bf'ld or for h.-,cks. Many ti1"l'!p]aces 
were T'1"esent anti i"i rewootI was stae"ed nearly. There appe~ to be sf!nral 
ehairs or t~hles in th~ areas. A tyPical site eonsisted or (8e~ eketch) a 
fra~~rk for sle~T'jnY. coo"in~ fire. :lno other frames for sittin~ etc. 
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Copy of copies
1stForReconCoTRABONG
BA-TO, RVNAFTER ACTION REPORT
230800H Dec 1965

1. Operation Order 3-65

2. Ref: (2) MAP: Vietnam, Sheet numbers, 6656 I, 6756 IV

3. Patrol Composition:

2. 9 - USMC 1 - USN

b. 1stLt Suttle - Patrol Leader Team 31
Team 32MaenHN

4. Mission:

2. Conduct reconnaissance of objective area to determine nature, extent, and
location of VC activity.

Time of Departure: 210700H5.

6. Time of Return: 221500H

7. Routes: see overlay

9. Terrain:

2. The terrain encountered was typical of the area, steep. rocky hills heavily
forested with many areas of secondary growth. Travel through the area is ex-
tremely difficult and slow except through use of old trails and stream beds.

9. Enemy:

2. No enemy sightings were observed.

10. Map Corrections:

a. Many small streams are present. Nearly every major draw has one at this time.

b. Numerous slide areas in the area.

c. The contour interval is deceiving as there are many high hills (40-150 feet)
that are not drawn or not easily discerned on the

11. Miscellaneous Information:

2. Montoguard camps were found at 274880 and 273884. The camps were in good
state of unkeep. They consisted of vines stretched between trees to hang pon-
dhos on and supports for a latice like bed or for hammocks. Many fireplaces
were present and firewood was stacked nearly. There appeared to be several
chairs or tables in the areas. A typical site consisted of (see sketch) a
framework for sleeping, cooking fire, and other frames for sitting etc.
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The cw-p :;l.t ??4QQO could sUPf-'Ort ~prrorlm:,)t ... l:r h(\ p~opl ... ::md t~e one at 271oq4 
~l"pproxil'!l:ately ?n. Both C:;lmps were alongsi<ie thl" Sonp' l,a Tht!!'il1 ;lnn h:;ln P.'ood 
cover frolYl ;;<erl~l observation. '!'hel"l'" were no sj.~s of recent use of either 
C:;l.l!lp. 

h. Old punji st~kes were fl"lun-i at ?P}R7'7. tiol es in the a~a intiicate tMs 
w~s possibly th~ site of ~n 01d position. The ar-a w~s heavily overgrown :;l.nd 
~nrl h~, not Se",n USe in years. 

c. New punji stakes were ~ound at ??,RR2. They ~~e on a finger at the ed~e oP 
:it slide area ~d h:;l.d be~n po~itione~ after the slide. No trails were in the 
:itre~ and it was not I:J natural route. 

d. No Signs of r-cent activity were s ... en on th,.. road ~st of Tra Bong along 
th- Suoi Tra Co. 

"t~~', ---' 
12. ~ncounters With 

13. Con~ition of Patrol: 

:it. Various skin rashs and infecti"ns are preval ent. with all hands. No Com_ 
plications are expect"!d. 

14. Conclusions and Recommen~ations: 

a. The terrain encounteren is best moved through utilizin~ avail~ble trails. 
ridgelines t and streaMS. As all are natural routes, patrols must exercise ~ 
high degree of security~ 

b. The good weather throughout the operat-ion improve<'! foot tr~fftc.Rbi1ity 
100~ through t.he area and m~d~ stream crossings l'mlch eaSier. 

c. The CIro Combat reb,n Platoon was ut:i1iz~d t.o cover insertion of the pat .. 
rol to the obrc~ive area an..') to cover part 0" th<"! objective area. The proved 
effective in the insertion ph;lse 1!owever their US" on overnight patrols is 
Bti'l in question. 

d. The Jof.ontoguard camps ma"'e idea1 way shtions or hl:lrbor ei tes for VC. 

W. G. SUTTLF. 
IstLt USMC 
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The camp at 274800 could support approximately 60 people and the one at 273994

approximately 20. Both camps were alongside the Song La Thein and had good
cover from aerial observation. There were no signs of recent use of either

camp.

h. Old punji stakes were found at 291877. Holes in the area indicate this
W2S possibly the site of an old position. The are2 was heavily overgrown and
and had not seen use in years.

C. New punji stakes were found at 273882. They were on 2 finger at the edge or
a slide area and had been positioned after the slide. No trails were in the
area and it was not D natural route.

d. No signs of recent activity were seen on the road west of Tra Bong along
the Suoi Tra Co.

12. Encounters With

13. Condition of Patrol:

2. Various skin rashs and infections are prevalent. with all hands. No Com-
plications are expected.

14. Conclusions and Recommendations:

2. The terrain encountered is best moved through utilizing available trails,
ridgelines, and streams. As all are natural routes, patrols must exercise 2

high degree of security.

b. The good weather throughout the operation improved foot trafficability
100% through the area and made stream crossings much easier.

C. The CIDG Combat Recon Platoon was utilized to cover insertion of the pat-
rol to the objective area an to cover part 0° the objective area. The proved
effective in the insertion phase however their use on overnight patrols is
still in question.

d. The Montoguard camps make ideal way stations or harbor sites for VC.

W. G. SUTTLE
1stLt USMC

DECLASSIFIED
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PAmo*, REP0RT 

DESIGNATION OF PATllOL: Chuekle ... l 

MAPS: Vietnam, 1:50,000, Sheet 6659 III, Series- L..701 

COPYa-of __ Copies 
3d Re:connai8sance Bn 
DANANG. RVN 
081 ?15H 'December 19l)11 

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: <1) Off (13) En1 (1) USll 

2. MIS~ION: To conduct an area. reoonmdssance of RZ#4 establishing day OPt 5 

and night ambush sites. 

3. TM OF DEPARTURE: 051,)15H December 1965 

4. 'TlME 01 RETURN: 08ll:30It December 1965 

5. ROUTE: NIA 

6. OBSERVAT~NS: Ho visual or physioal contact with. the eneM7 was made. 

7. OTHER INFOR¥~TION: 

(1) :3 days of extensive scouting and patro11ing resulted in negative eightings 
of' enemy or friendly forces. 

(2) At 080900H (AT 848762) a booby trapped CH!COM grenade was round. It was 
placed in the brush along the side of the trail and aneho~ by means of' band. 
olel"r straps tied to tne grenade and the brush. A trip wire extended across 
the trail at a height of approxi~t~ly lR inches and was tied to a epaling. The 
booby trap was destroyed in place. -

(:3) Trails throughout the patrol's area of o~ration5 did not appe-t to ha.ve 
be~n used recently. Many are overgrown with vegetation. 

(4,) Communications with the AN /PRC.25 was generally good. 

th RESULTf: OF ENCOUNTERS wrTJ:! THE ENEMY: No contact was made. 

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISrost~ION of ANY DEAD OR "WOUNDED: Fair. 

10. CCNC{;USIONS!frD RECO~DA'l'IONS: lone. 
I 

D. t. GRANNIS 
lstLt 18t"+c.~ncro 

11. .A.i1DITIO'H,t, CdMJ.lENTS BY 'DEBRIErER: None. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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Copy# of Copies
3d Reconnaissence Bn
DANANG, RVN
081715H December 1965

PATROL REPORT

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Chuckle-1

MAPS: Vietnam, 1:50,000. Sheet 6659 III, Series L-701

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (1) Off (13) Enl (1) USN

2. MISSION: To conduct an area reconnaissance of RZ #4 establishing day OP's

and night ambush sites.

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 051315H December 1965

4. TIME OF RETURN: 081130H December 1965

5. ROUTE: N/A

6. OBSERVATIONS: No visual or physical contact with the enemy was made.

7. OTHER INFORMATION:

(1) 3 days of extensive scouting and patrolling resulted in negative sightings

of enemy or friendly forces.

(2) At 080900H (AT 848762) a booby trapped CHICOM grenade was found. It was

placed in the brush along the side of the trail and anchored by means of band-

oleer straps tied to the grenade and the brush. A trip wire extended across

the trail at a height of approximately 18 inches and was tied to a spaling. The

booby trap was destroyed in place.

(3) Trails throughout the patrol's area of operations did not appelir to have

been used recently. Many are overgrown with vegetation.

(4) Communications with the AN/PRC-25 was generally good.

8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: No contact was made.

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD OR WOUNDED: Fair.

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: None.

D. L. GRANNIS
1stLt 1stForeconCo

11. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER: None.

ENCLOSURE (10)
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CONFID(:ITIAL 
1,. .i_or_Copies 
Co. D 3d ReccmBn 
DA NANG, RVN 
OR0800tI ~c65 

Oper~tion Order 477-65 

Rer: (a) BnOpO '34A ... 65 

Time Zone: H 

TJSk Organization: Reference (.,. 

1. SITUATION. 

(1) Current INTStry.·s. Coordinte with S .. 2 prior to dl"'parture for 
current information. 

b. Fn-lndly For(i,s. 

c. 

(1) Co A _ RZ's 2 and :3 WFST of' g~d 

(2) Co C _ RZ .. 6! Prlm~ry Freq: 4-<.9. 

('3 ) Force Recont RZ-4, Primary Freq; 

Att~~Dt~ and D~t&ch~eDt~. 

(1) 2nd Plt (-) f Co C. )dReconBn .. 

(2) 4th PIt (_>. 1rd Force Recon. 

line RA .. Primary Freq: '39 .. R. 

46.9. 

2. MISSIOR. Co~pany D and attach~nts conduct cont1nuou~ reconnaissance 
operati"ns in RZ's 4. ; anri 6 to detenrlne extent or enemy activity_ 

'3. EXECUTION .. 

a. Concept or Operations. COMpany D and attachments accomplish their 
assigned mission ~ maintaining are. surveillance and patro11ing 
in assigned RZ's as scheduled in ~r~graph 1b h~low. See Annex 
A (Operation Overlay). . 

b. Patrol Scb~d]]] e. 

9-1'3 Dec 6; 
9-1'3 Dec 6; 

1;-1'7 Dec 6; 
17_19 Dec 65 
13 .. l~ Dec 65 
13-1A Dec 65 

2nd PIt. 
'3rd PIt. 
1st PIt. 
3rd Plt. 
Forc~ PIt. 

~ 3d PH, Co C 

... -1--

ltZt 3 5 &: 6 
R.z_h 
RZ..5 
ItZ-5 
'RZ .. 4 
RZ-6 

~ENCLOSUm: (11) ---
DECLASSIFIED 
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of Copies
CONFIDUNTIAL Co, D 3d ReconBn

DA NANG, RVN
080800H Dec65

Operation Order 477-65

Ref: (2) BnOpO 348-65

Time Zone: H

Task Organization: Reference (2).

1. SITUATION.

2. Enemy Forces.

(1) Current INTSUM'S. Coordinte with S-2 prior to departure for
current information.

b. Fridndly Forces.

(1) Co A - RZ's 2 and 3 WEST of grid line 88. Primary Freq: 39.8.

(2) Co C - RZ_6, Primary Freq: 46.9.

(3) Force Recon, RZ_4, Primary Freq: 46.9.

C. Attachments and Detachments.

(1) 2nd Plt
(-), Co C, 3dReconBn.

(2) 4th P1t (-), 3rd Force Recon.

2. MISSION. Company D and attachments conduct continuous reconnaissance
operations in RZ's 4, 5 and 6 to determine extent of enemy activity.

3. EXECUTION.

2. Concept of Operations. Company D and attachments accomplish their
assigned mission by maintaining area surveillance and patrolling
in assigned RZ's as scheduled in paragraph 3b below. See Annex
A (Operation Overlay).

b. Patrol Schedule.

(1) 1. 9-13 Dec 65 RZ's 5 & 62nd Plt.
I 2. 9-13 Dec 65 3rd Plt. RZ_4

3. 13-17 Dec 65 RZ_51st Plt.
RZ_54. 17-19 Dec 65 3rd Plt.
RZ_45. 13-18 Dec 65 Force Plt.

6. 13-18 Dec 65 RZ_63d Plt, Co C

--]
ENCLOSURE (11)2
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e. CQordinatin~ InstructiQDs. 

(1) Refer to 3b above for oonnnitment dates. 

(2) Establish patrol bases in respeotive RZ's and conduct 5quad 
patrols as indicated in Annex A (Operation Oyerl~). 

(3) Coordinate all adjacent patrol activities prior to departing 
Battalion GP. 

(4) Patrol routes as indicated in Annex A (Operation Overlay) 
will be strictly adh~ulred. to. Any Tariation from assigned 
areas of patrol will be t first, coordinated with the Company 
Commanier. 

(5) Contact incoming patrols and conduct liaison. with special 
emFhasis on their PB'St routes and enemy alghtings .. 

(6) Coordinate with the respective infantry units into whots area. 
you will be working. 

(7) Coordinate :with respective infantry FSCC prior to departure. 

(8) Coordinate logistics requirements with Company 1st Sgt. ~x­
imum utilization or available vehicles win be used. 

(9) All patrols will effect l:la.ison with in:fantry unit located on 
Rill 41. 

(10) Check patrol radio frequencies with Battalion Communications 
prior to departure to Battalion CF. 

(II) Rules of engagement apply. 

(12) Alpha Sierra Report will be made every hour.. Alpha BRAVO reports 
will be f'lubtnitted when setting in for extended periods ot tiM 
and on order. MaxilllUIll elTort to qintain communications will be 
ll1ade at all times. 

(13) Be continuously alert for LZ's and RZ'e. 

(14) A complete and thorough briefing "'fill be conducted by the 
Company Commander or his deSignated represent.tive prior to 
departure .. 

(15) Be prepared to call and adjust artillery fire and air str.1ke3, 
:rod to recommend infmtry 1"einforcernents as required. 

(16) Submit list of patrol members to this CP prior to departure. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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C. Coordinating Instructions.

(1) Refer to 3b above for commitment dates.

(2) Establish patrol bases in respective RZ's and conduct squad
patrols as indicated in Annex A (Operation Overlay).

(3) Coordinate all adjacent patrol activities prior to departingBattalion CP.

(4) Patrol routes as indicated in Annex A (Operation Overlay)
will be strictly adheared to. Any variation from assigned
areas of patrol will be, first, coordinated with the Company
Commander.

(5) Contact incoming patrols and conduct liaison, with special
emphasis on their PB's, routes and enemy sightings.

(6) Coordinate with the respective infantry units into who's area
you will be working.

(7) Coordinate with respective infantry FSCC prior to departure.

(8) Coordinate logistics requirements with Company 1st Sgt. max-
imum utilization of available vehicles will be used.

(9) All patrols will effect liaison with infantry unit located on
Hill 41.

(10) Check patrol radio frequencies with Battalion Communications
prior to departure to Battalion CP.

(11) Rules of engagement apply.

(12) Alpha Sierra Report will be made every hour. Alpha BRAVO reportswill be submitted when setting in for extended periods of time
and on order. Maximum effort to maintain communications will be
made at all times.

(13) Be continuously alert for LZ's and RZ's.

(14) A complete and thorough briefing will be conducted by the
Company Commander or his designated representative prior to
departure.

(15) Be prepared to call and ad just artillery fire and air strikes,
and to recommend infantry reinforcements as required.

(16) Submit list of patrol members to this CP prior to departure.

DECLASSIFIED
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(17) Debriefing by Battalion S_2 iwrtediately upon return to thfll 
Battalion area .. 

(18) Remember. aggressive reconnaissance ie utlllOst in accomplishment 
of mission. 

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS. 

a. Suffictent CLASS I and V to sustain operation. 

b. Uniform and equipment in aeoordance with Company SOP • 

.5. OOMMAND AND COMJ.HJNICATION-ELECTRONICS. 

a. Radio Frequency: Primary 46.9; Alternate 44 .. 3. 

b. 9,J 1 Si~8 .. 

(1) let. 2nd. and 3m Plts. - SCAT lD. 2D, and 3D respectively. 

(2) Force Platoon __ CHUCKLE 4. 

(3) 2nd Pla.toon. Co C _ SCAT 2 CHARLIE. 

(4) Infantry Regiment __ SCA'r DEtTA. 

(5) Relay -- SCAT DEtTA RELAY. 

c. Loss of Qonmumic&tions. After 12 hours return to Hill 41. 

d. ~= 

h} Thrust Line: As indicated in Annex A. 

(2) Authentioation: CITY .... STATE. 

J,. S. TARD,! 
Ca.pt USMC 
CollllQIlding 

Annexes: Annex; A (Opera.tion Over1~) to Operation Order 477..6.5. 

DlST1UBU'l'ION: 

G_2 (2) 
JdMar (1) 
3dHar FSCC (3) 
1/1 (1) 
1/3 (1) 
}dReoonBn '5) 
Co D. 3dReconl3n l6) -...,.3·-

DECLASSIFIED 
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(17) Debriefing by Battalion S-2 immediately upon return to the
Battalion area.

(18) Remember, aggressive reconnaissance is utmost in accomplishment
of mission.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.

2. Sufficient CLASS I and V to sustain operation.

b. Uniform and equipment in accordance with Company SOP.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATION_ELECTRONICS

2. Radio Frequency: Primary 46.9; Alternate 44.3.

b. Call Signs.

(1) 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Plts. -- SCAT 1D, 2D, and 3D respectively.

(2) Force Platoon -- CHUCKLE 4.

(3) 2nd Platoon, Co C -- SCAT 2 CHARLIE.

(4) Infantry Regiment -- SCAT DELTA.

(5) Relay - SCAT DELTA RELAY.

C. Loss of Communications. After 12 hours return to Hill 41.

d. Codes:

(1) Thrust Line: As indicated in Annex A.

(2) Authentication: CITY STATE.

J. S. TARDY
Capt USMC
Commanding

Annexes: Annex A (Operation Overlay) to Operation Order 477-65.

DISTRIBUTION:

(2)G-2
(1)3dMar
(3)3dMar FSCC

1/1 (1)
1/3 (1)
3dReconBn (5)
Co D, 3dReconDn --3--(6)
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OPERATION ORDER 428-65 

Copy_of_copies 
Co D. JdReoonBn 
DA lUNG. RVN 
1516:3oH Dec 65 

Ref: (a) MAP: VIETNAM. 1:50,000, Series L701. Sheets 6558 I and 6658 IV 
(b) l3nOpO 349-65 
(0) BnOpO 351-65 

Time Zone: H 

Task Organization: Company D (Rein) 
Headquarters Section 

H&S Company (_) 
Det. Comm PIt 
Det. Med Section 
Det. ARVN Seotion 

1. SITUATION. 

a. Enemy Forces. 

1st Platoon 
2nd P1atoon 
3m Platoon 
lst Platoon. Force Reeon 

(1) Reference (b). 

(2) Current IfrsUM' S • 

b. Friendly Forces. 

iJ.) Company A. RZ_3. 
~' 

(z) Company C. RZ_5. 

iIiI! 

Capt. TARDY 

Lt. BDBERT 

Lt. MCDERHOTT 
GySgt BURL 
Lt. BEST 
Lt. PARKER 

(3) 12th Marines will provide artillery support. 

(4) 1st MAi-l will provide fixed and rotary wing air support. 

o. Attachments -00 Detachmenw. 

(1) Task Organization. 

(2) Effective on order. 

--1--
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Copy of copies
Co D, 3dReconBn
DA NANG, RVN
151630H Dec 65

OPERATION ORDER 478-65

(2) MAP: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Series L701, Sheets 6558 I and 6658 IVRef:
(b) BnOpO 349-65
(c) BnOpO 351-65

Time Zone: H

Task Organization: Company D (Rein) Capt. TARDY
Headquarters Section

H&S Company (-)
Det. Comm Plt Lt. BUBERT
Det. Med Section
Det. ARVN Section

1st Platoon Lt. MCDERMOTT
2nd Platoon GySgt BUHL
3rd Platoon Lt. BEST
1st Platoon, Force Recon Lt. PARKER

1. SITUATION.

a. Enemy Forces.

(1) Reference (b).

(2) Current INTSUM's.

b. Friendly Forces.

(1) Company A, RZ-3.
Ayl

(2) Company C, RZ-5.

(3) 12th Marines will provide artillery support.

(4) 1st MAW will provide fixed and rotary wing air support.

C. Attachments and Detachments.

(1) Task Organization.

(2) Effective on order.

ENCLOSURE (12)
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2. MISSION. Company D (Rein). conduct continuous reconnaissance in RZ_4. 
placing emphasis on the 10catton of suitable routes. OP's. anci LZ's 
SOUTH SOUTHWEST or HILL 995 (AT 821705) leading into the EASTERN end 
or Happy Valley. 

:3. EXECUTION. 

a. Concept of ~ration. 

(1) 3pd Platoon (Reinl. 
,.". 

(a) Depart LZ FINCH on D-Day+- 2 at L.Rour by helicopter and 
lift to vicinity (AT 832645). 

(b) Proceed by foot and establish platoon PE vic HILL 7~5 
(AT 808650). 

(c) Locate and plot suitable routes, OP's, and LZ's from drop 
off point. with emphasis in OS's ~065. R066. A165. and A166. 

(d) Be especially alert to movement into and our of the EASTERN 
end of Happy Valley. 

(e) Provide screening force for the company in assi~ed grid 
squares on order. 

~ 
Cf') On Order, proceed by foot to LZ vic (AT 832645) to be lUted­

our on. or about 27 Dec 1965. 

(g) Operation will be entirely conducted to the EAST of grid 
line 80 for a period of about six days. 

(h) See Annex A (Operation Overl~). 

(2) 2nd PJatQon (Reinl. 

Depart LZ FINCH on D_Day at H-Hour by helicopter and lift to 
vic (AT 845724). 

Proc~~bY foot and establish platoon PB vic HILL 1279 
(AT· 00). 

Loc~te and plot sui t~ble routes. OP' s, and LZ' s from drop 
otf point, with emphasis In OS's 806~. ~o67. and 8069. 

~ 
Be eSReci~llY alert to movement into and out of the EASTERn 
end of Happy Valley. 

(e) On order, proceed by foot to LZ vic (AT 845724) to be lifted 
out. 

-.~ 
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2. MISSION. Company D (Rein), conduct continuous reconnaissance in RZ_4,
placing emphasis on the location of suitable routes, OP's, and LZ's
SOUTH SOUTHWEST of HILL 995 (AT 821705) leading into the EASTERN end
of Happy Valley.

3. EXECUTION.

2. Concept of Operation.

(1) 3rd Platoon (Rein).

(a) Depart LZ FINCH on D_Day + 2 at L_Hour by helicopter and
lift to vicinity (AT 832645).

(b) Proceed by foot and establish platoon PB vic HILL 785
(AT 808650).

(c) Locate and plot suitable routes, OP's, and LZ's from drop
off point, with emphasis in GS's 8065. 8066, 8165. and 8166.

(d) Be especially alert to movement into and our of the EASTERN
end of Happy Valley.

(e) Provide screening force for the company in assigned grid
squares on order.

(f) On Order, proceed by foot to LZ vic (AT 832645) to be lifted
our on or about 27 Dec 1965.

(g) Operation will be entirely conducted to the EAST of grid
line 80 for a period of about six days.

(h) See Annex A (Operation Overlay).

(2) 2nd Platoon (Rein).

(a) Depart LZ FINCH on D..Day at H.Hour by helicopter and lift to
vic (AT 845724).

(b) Proceed by foot and establish platoon PB vic HILL 1279
(AT 800700).

(c) Locate and plot suitable routes, OP's, and LZ's from drop
off point, with emphasis in GS's 8068. 8067. and 8069.

(d) Be especially alert to movement into and out of the EASTERN
end of Happy Valley.

(e) On order, proceed by foot to LZ vic (AT 845724) to be lifted
out.

2
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~ 
Cr) Operation will be entj..rely Gonduct to the EAST of grid 

~ne 80 tor aperiod or about five days. 

Be prepared to relieve the 1st Platoon on or about 27 Dec 
65, and to operate in RZ-4. Details to be announced. 

(h) See Annex A (Operation Overlay). 

(3) lst Flatgon (Rein). 

(a) Depart LZ FINCH on 0.2 at M-Hour by helicopter and lift to 
vic (AT 845724). 

(b) Proceed by foot, locate and secure an area suitabl~ for 
company PB vic HILL 995 (AT 821705). 

(c) Dispatch one squad size patrol to depart HILL 995 on D_Day 
in time to reach helicopter tz vic (AT ~45724) to guide 
Command Group to company PB. 

Cd) Be prepared to provide company PB security. 

(e) Locate and plot suitable routes, OPts and LZ'5 from d'>"Qp 
off point, with emphasis in GS'S ~16~, 8169. and 8170~ 

<f) On order. proceed by foot to LZ vic (ZT 845724) to be lifted 
out. 

(g) Operation will be entirely conducted to the EAST of grid line 
80 for a period of about six d@YS. 

(h) See Annex A (Operation Overlay). 

(4) Headquarters Section. 

(a) Depart LZ FINCH on D_Day at H-Hour by helicopter and lift 
to vic (AT 845724). 

(b) Conduct link up with squad from 3rd Platoon and proceed by 
foot to company PB vic HILL 995 (AT 821705). 

(c) When directed. proceed by foot to t2 vic (AT 845724) to be 
lifted out. 

(d) Opera" ion will he entirely conducted to the EAST ot grid 
line 80 for ~ period of about five d~ys. 

(e) See Annex A (Operation Overlay). 
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(f) Operation will be entirely conduct to the EAST of grid
line 80 for aperiod of about five days.

(g) Be prepared to relieve the 1st Platoon on or about 27 Dec
65, and to operate in RZ_4. Details to be announced.

(h) See Annex A (Operation Overlay).

(3) 1st Platoon (Rein).

(2) Depart LZ FINCH on D-2 at M_Hour by helicopter and lift to
vic (AT 845724).

(b) Proceed by foot, locate and secure an area suitable for
company PB vic HILL 995 (AT 821705).

(c) Dispatch one squad size patrol to depart HILL 995 on D-Day
in time to reach helicopter LZ vic (AT 845724) to guide
Command Group to company PB.

(a) Be prepared to provide company PB security.

(e) Locate and plot suitable routes, OP's and LZ's from drop
off point, with emphasis in GS'S 8168, 8169, and 8170.

(f) On order, proceed by foot to LZ vic (ZT 845724) to be lifted
out.

(g) Operation will be entirely conducted to the EAST of grid line
80 for a period of about six days.

(h) See Annex A (Operation Overlay).

(4) Headquarters Section.

(2) Depart LZ FINCH on D-Day at H_Hour by helicopter and lift
to vic (AT 845724).

(b) Conduct link up with squad from 3rd Platoon and proceed by
foot to company PB vic HILL 995 (AT 821705).

(c) When directed, proceed by foot to LZ vic (AT 845724) to be
lifted out.

(a) Operation will be entirely conducted to the EAST of grid
line 80 for 2 period of about five days.

(e) See Annex A (Operation Overlay).

00300
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(5) 4th PJatoon. Force Recop. 

(a) Depart North Fort at 241500lt Dee 1965. proceed by foot and 
conduct continuous squad size patro15 in GS'5 -sm.~ 
aWJ. and ~. "S a. 'b 8' (. <6 
~~l-( "f,f..,;("1 

(b) Particular emphasis wil1 be placed on the TUNG SON Valley 
Area. 

(o) Return to north Fort not later that 1oo90nH Dee 196~. 

(d) See Annex A (Operation·Overlay). 

{6} Non-availability of helicopters will delay company operations 
until rescheduled. 

b. COQrdinatiQ$:' Instrllct:!Qufl. 

(1) Patrol routes as indicated in Annex A (Operation Overlay) 
will be strict.ly adheared to. Any variation from assigner! 
areas of patrol win be. first f coordinated wi th~ the Company 
Commander. :'~--

(2) This headquarters will coordinat~ with infantry FSCC frior to 
dapartuI'e and with respective infantry units into who 5 area 
we will be working. 

(3) The comp;ny 1st Sergeant will be in charge of SCAT DELTA READ 
and will coordinate all logistics requirements. 

(4) 4th Platoon, Force Reeon. is responsible tor trans}X)rtation and 
logistics requirements to sustain its own operation. 

(5) Rules of engageMent apply. 

(6) A complete and through briefing will be conducted by th~ Comp~ny 
Comm:mder prior to de:4prture. --

(7) Accurate and timely r~porting is of ntMost concern to this comm:md. 
Maximum effort win be made to Mint.in cOl'lll'llUnications within!"' 
platoons, with the Headquarters!re~tjons and with SCAT DELTA. --

(8) Alpha. Sierra Reports will be mar1e to the He~douarter5 Sections ev,"ry 
hour. Alpha BRAVO Reports will be made to the Headquarters Section 
When "Setting in"tor extended ~rlods of time. FE locations win 
be reported immediately upon est--ablishment. 

-..4-_ 
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(5) 4th Platoon. Force Recon.

(a) Depart North Fort at 241500H Dec 1965, proceed by foot and
conduct continuous squad size patrols in GS's 8379, 8374

8 668 87688473. and 8494.
8667 8667

(b) Particular emphasis will be placed on the TUNG SON Valley
Area.

(c) Return to north Fort not later that 300900H Dec 1965.

(a) See Annex A (Operation Overlay).

(6) Non-availability of helicopters will delay company operations
until rescheduled.

b. Coordinating Instructions.

(1) Patrol routes as indicated in Annex A (Operation Overlay)
will be strictly adheared to. Any variation from assigned
areas of patrol will be, first, coordinated with the Company
Commander.

(2) This headquarters will coordinate with infantry FSCC prior to

daparture and with respective infantry units into who's area

we will be working.

(3) The company 1st Sergeant will be in charge of SCAT DELTA READ

and will coordinate all logistics requirements.

(4) 4th Platoon, Force Recon, is responsible for transportation and

logistics requirements to sustain its own operation.

(5) Rules of engagement apply.

(6) A complete and through briefing will be conducted by the Company
Commander prior to deapture.

(7) Accurate and timely reporting is of utmost concern to this command.
Maximum effort will be made to maintain communications within

platoons, with the Headquarters Sections and with SCAT DELTA.

(8) Alpha Sierra Reports will be made to the Headquarters Sections every
hour. Alpha BRAVO Reports will be made to the Headquarters Section
when "Setting in"for extended periods of time. PB locations will
be reported immediately upon establishment.
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(9) Prior to activ~tion of th~ Headquarters Section in the field. 
rports will be made directly to SC'A'I' DELTA. 

(10) . Requests for al"tillery or air support will be made to the 
Headquarters Section. If approved, di~ct communications with 
SCAT DELTA is authorized. Be prepared to adjust artillery fire 
and air strikes as required. 

(n) Insure that every man is thoroughly briefed on operation prior 
to departure. 

(12) Remember, be ag~ressive, alert, and accurate. This is utmost 
in good reconnaissance. 

• l 

1.,13) D_Day is 19 December 1965. 

L-Hour is 1000 M..Hour is 1000 

(1~}) One sniper rifle will be carried with the 1st and 2nd Platoons. 

ADMIN~TRATIOU AND WGIST!CS; 

a. Sufficient Class I and Class V to sustain operations. 

b. Unifom and equipment in accordance with Gomp:my SOP. 

c. Requests for resupply will be l'IIade to the Heartquartere Section as 
required. 

d. Requests for MedEvacs will be made to the Headquarters Section. 

5. COMfl.AND.AND COMMUNICATION..ELECTRON!CS. 

a. R-.dio Frequency: Primary 46.9. Alto!'mate 44.'3 

b. Call Signs: 

(I) Headquarters Section SCAT DELTA 4 

(2) 1st Platoon SCAT DELTA I 

(3) 2nd Platoon SCAT DELTA 2 

(4) .i! 

3rd Platoon SCAT DELTA l. 
(5) 4th Platoon t Force Recon CHUCKLE 4 

(6) STAKEOUT SCAT DELTA 

(7) Relay SC~T DELTA RELAY 

-... ~ ...... 
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(9) Prior to activation of the Headquarters Section in the field,
rports will be made directly to SCAT DELTA.

(10) Requests for artillery or air support will be made to the
Headquarters Section. If approved, direct communications with
SCAT DELTA is authorized. Be prepared to adjust artillery fire
and air strikes as required.

(11) Insure that every man is thoroughly briefed on operation prior
to departure.

(12) Remember, be aggressive, alert, and accurate. This is utmost
in good reconnaissance.

(13) D-Day is 19 December 1965.

H_Hour is 1300 L-Hour is 1000 M_Hour is 1000

(14) One sniper rifle will be carried with the 1st and 2nd Platoons.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.

2. Sufficient Class I and Class V to sustain operations.

b. Uniform and equipment in accordance with Company SOP.

C. Requests for resupply will be made to the Headquarters Section as
required.

d. Requests for MedEvacs will be made to the Headquarters Section.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATION_ELECTRONICS.

a. Radio Frequency: Primary 46.9. Alternate 44.3

b. Call Signs:

(1) Headquarters Section SCAT DELTA 4

(2) 1st Platoon SCAT DELTA 1

(3) 2nd Platoon SCAT DELTA 2
*

(4) 3rd Platoon SCAT DELTA 3

(5) 4th Platoon, Force Recon CHUCKLE 4

(6) STAKEOUT SCAT DELTA

(7) Relay SCAT DELTA RELAY

5
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(8) Inner-platoon call signs will be established as required in the 
following mmner: Example: SCAT DELTA 2. this is SCAT DELTA 
2-1 (Pronounced two-one. indicat'-ng 2nd Platoon, tat S~uad>' 

o. Lovs of Cornmunicatirms. 

(1) In case or loss of communications t continue to mo~_ to a new loc­
ation until contact is made. 

(2) In case of radio f"ailure t return to Company PE. 

(3) 4th Platoon, Force Recon. will return to North Fort is 12 hours 
lapse without communications. 

d. ~. 

(1) Password/Countersign 

(a) Primary __ THIN HAIR 

(.) Alternate __ RED LABEL 

(2) Thrust Line - 8167 

(3) Force Platoon Thrust Line - R575 

(4) Authenication _ CITY/STATE 

(5) UOC: 0123456789 _ BLACKNIGHT. 

J. S. TARDY 
Capt USMC 
Commanding 

Annexes: Annes A (Operation Overlay) to Operation Order 4?R-65 

DISTRIBUTION: 

G-3 
0.2 
3rdMar 
3rdMar. l<"'SCC 
1/1 
1/~ 
3rdReconBn 
Co .A 
Co C 
Co D 
Force Recon 
Recon Group Alpha 

T4tTAL 

(2) 
(2) 
(1) 
(3) 
(1) 
(1) 
(6) 
h) 
(1) 
(6) 
(1) 

-'.l.L 
26 --6 .. -
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(8) Inner-platoon call signs will be established as required in the
following manner: Example: SCAT DELTA 2, this is SCAT DELTA
2-1 (Pronounced two-one, indicating 2nd Platoon, 1st Squad).

c. Loss of Communications.

(1) In case of loss of communications, continue to move to a new loc-
ation until contact is made.

(2) In case of radio failure, return to Company PB.

(3) 4th Platoon, Force Recon, will return to North Fort is 12 hours
lapse without communications.

d. Codes.

(1) Password/Countersign

(a) Primary THIN HAIR

(b) Alternate RED LABEL

(2) Thrust Line - 8167

(3) Force Platoon Thrust Line - 8575

(4) Authenication - CITY/STATE

(5) UBC: 0123456789 - BLACKNIGHT.

J. S. TARDY
Capt USMC
Commanding

Annes A (Operation Overlay) to Operation Order 478-65Annexes:

DISTRIBUTION:

G-3 (2)
G-2 (2)
3rdMar (1)
3rdMar, FSCC

(3)
1/1 (i)
1/3 (1)
3rdReconBn (6)
Co A (1)
Co C (1)
Co D (6)
Force Recon

(1)Recon Group Alpha
(1)

TOTAL 26
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• Copy No of Copies 
3d Reconnatssance Bn. 
11ANANG, RVN 
301100H December 1965 

DESIGNATI01JDF-PATi:lDL: Puncuation 4 

MAPs: Vietnam, 1:50,000, Sheet No. 6658 IV, Series 1-701 

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (14) Enl (1) USN 

2. MISSION: Establish OF in vicinity of grid square (.AT 8668) and 
observe the valleys to the North and East. 

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 241400H - Deoember 1965 

4. TIME OF RETUlli'J: 301030H - December 196~ 

5. ROUTE: Refer to Operation Order 478-65 (See Overlay) 

6, OBSERVATION OF ENEtvIY .AND TERRAIN: 

TIME COORDTIirATES OBSERVATION 

261045H (AT 880678) 18 woodcutters entered the area. 

261145H (AT 880678) 29 woodcutters left the area 

270955H (AT 880678) 60 woodcutters enter the area 

271100H (AT 880678) 76 left in groups of 15 and 20 

27 1 645H (AT 878688) Marines in Helols landed and received automatic 
weapon fire. 

-

271652H (AT 873688) 1 round fired, sounded like M-l 

281615H (AT 873688) .5 to 8 rpunds semi-automatic fire, sounded like 
sniper 

28174.5H (AT 885684) 4 VCS entered ruins of church 

290930H (AT 871681) 30 men with weapons in rice pandy 

7. OTHER ~WORMATION: 

(1) 261045H at (AT 880678) 18 woodcutters entered the brush and 29 
came out and returned East. 

\ - ---

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

COFIDENTIA

Copy No of Copies
3d Reconnaissance Bn.
DANANG, RVN
301100H December 1965

PATROL REPORT

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Puncuation 4

MAPS: Vietnam, 1:50,000, Sheet No. 6658 IV, Series L-701

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (14) Enl (1) USN

2. MISSION: Establish OP in vicinity of grid square (AT 8668) and
observe the valleys to the North and East.

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 241400H - December 1965

4. TIME OF RETURN: 301030H - December 1965

5. ROUTE: Refer to Operation Order 478-65 (See Overlay)

6. OBSERVATION OF ENEMY AND TERRAIN:

TIME COORDINATES OBSERVATION

261045H (AT 880678) 18 woodcutters entered the area.

261145H (AT 880678) 29 woodcutters left the area

270955H (AT 880678) 60 woodcutters enter the area

271100H (AT 880678) 76 left in groups of 15 and 20

271645H (AT 878688) Marines in Helo's landed and received automatic
weapon fire.

(AT 873688)271652H 1 round fired, sounded like M-1

281615H (AT 873688) 5 to 8 rounds semi-automatic fire, sounded like
sniper

281745H (AT 885684) 4 VCS entered ruins of church

290930H (AT 871681) 30 men with weapons in rice paddy

7. OTHER INFORMATION:

(1) 261045H at (AT 880678) 18 woodcutters entered the brush and 29
came out and returned East.

DECLASSIFIED
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(2) 270955H at (AT 880678) 60 wood cutters in groups of 15 and 20 entered the brush and 76 came out and returned East. 

(3) 281745H at (AT 885684) 4 vas wearing black with coolie hats entered the ruins of a church. Artillery fire was called with 3 direct ~jLts on the ohurch. None were seen leaving the area. They carried 4 rifles, 2 packs and 1 ruck sack. 

(4) 290930H at (AT 871681) 30 men wearing green uniforms and carrying weapons appeared through the fog. They appeared to be Marines. They disappeared in the tog at (AT B93678). 
(5) The platoon carried 1 PRO 25 and used 2 batteries. The first battery was changed after 57 hours, They also had 2 PRe 10 radios, 1 did not work • 

. B. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTEHS WITH THE ENEMY: None. 

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCWDnm THE DISPOSITION OF Jl.NY DEAD OR WOUNDED; Condition good, morale good~ 

10. CONCWSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: None. 

A~ rJ108it.-~ 
w,....il." MOR:.~ 
SSGT Force Becon, 

11. llDDITIONt..:L COMMENTS BY DEBiUEFER: None .. 
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CONFIDENTIAL

(2) 270955H at (AT 880678) 60 wood cutters in groups of 15 and 20entered the brush and 76 came out and returned East.

(3) 281745H at (AT 885684) 4 VCS wearing black with coolie hats
entered the ruins of a church. Artillery fire was called with 3
direct hits on the church. None were seen leaving the area. Theycarried 4 rifles, 2 packs and 1 ruck sack.

(4) 290930H at (AT 871681) 30 men wearing green uniforms and
carrying weapons appeared through the fog. They appeared to be
Marines. They disappeared in the fog at (AT 893678).

(5) The platoon carried 1 PRC 25 and used 2 batteries. The first
battery was changed after 57 hours. They also had 2 PRC 10 radios,1 did not work.

8, RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: None.

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING THE DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD OR WOUNDED:
Condition good, morale good.

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: None.

A. MOBLEY
MORRISCN

SSGT Force Recon.

11. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER: None.
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CONFIDENTIAL . • 
Change number 1 to Operation Order 12-65 

Ref! (a) CO, 3rdReconBn msg 291310H Dec 1965. 

Time Zone: H 

Copy~of ___ copies 
~tForceReconCo 
... NflNG, RVN 

291415H Dec 1965 

1. Make the following pen ohanges to Operation Order 12-65. 

a. Paragraph 2.a. Delete "30 December 196.5 through 5 January 1966. 

b. Paragraph 3,a. Change the first sentenoe to read: "Upon reoeipt of this 
order and when directed about 30 December 1965, the platoon located at 
TRA BONG. RVN, will move overland by foot to Objective liN", Annex A 
(Operations Overlay), conduct reconnaissance operations of that objective 
for a period of five days and. return." 

c. Paragraph ).c. Delete entire paragraph and insert the following: 
"Upon receipt of this order and when directed about 30 December 1965, 
proceed overland by foot to Objective TIN" I conduct unilateral reconnais. 
sance/survei1ance operations of that objective for a period of five da~ 
and return. II 

DISTRIBUTION: 

W. C. SHAVER 
Captain, U.S. Marine Corps 

Commanding 

DECLASSIFIED 
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Copy of copiesCONFIDENTIAL
tForceReconCo
NANG, RVN

291415H Dec 1965

Change number 1 to Operation Order 12-65

Ref: (a) CO, 3rdReconBn msg 291310H Dec 1965.

Time Zone: H

1. Make the following pen changes to Operation Order 12-65.

a. Paragraph 2.a. Delete "30 December 1965 through 5 January 1966.

b. Paragraph 3.a. Change the first sentence to read: "Upon receipt of this
order and when directed about 30 December 1965, the platoon located at
TRA BONG, RVN, will move overland by foot to Objective "N", Annex A

(Operations Overlay), conduct reconnaissance operations of that objective
for a period of five days and return."

Paragraph 3.c. Delete entire paragraph and insert the following:C.

"Upon receipt of this order and when directed about 30 December 1965,
proceed overland by foot to Objective "N", conduct unilateral reconnais-

sance/surveilance operations of that objective for a period of five days
and return. if

W. C. SHAVER

Captain, U.S. Marine Corps
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION:
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(8) M.~.P: YIET'JAM. 1:50.000. Sheet numbers 6659 Ill, 66,58 IV, 66~.6 I, 
a.'1d 6756 Dr 

T:lme Zone: H 

1. ~WN. 

a. I'J.::..n;..i::~ As brlefed by the :Inte11:i.gence Oi'f'icer. 

h. X~n(Uz. As br:te.fed .~~ the Inte11igen,="e Oi'freer. 

c. A ~:i-.e.:;;)_\tr~r..;;t.:llPet~~~. l':one. 

2. MISSION. 

a. In coor-iina.:::·ion with U. S. Forces located at TRio. BONG, R'IlN'. (;on.lu<::-t. 
uni1.atera1 l"econnaissance oper.at:: .... ns in the val1ey com',:)l,?-·: 1:'''~,l"J.ed 
by Grid Line as 92 to the Scuth, J.'3lf-"» to the Nori.':t, '->,5 ~:i::'.' ,the 'Fest 
and BS )4 to the East. 30 December 1.965 through 5 Jaf'.c13.ry.~966. 

h. Conduct ground. reconnaissance/surveilance in RZ 5 (DA NANG. RVN). 
30 December 196.5 through 5 January 1966. 

a. Congem. On 30 December 196.5, the platoon located at TR.A BONG, RVN, 
will DIOYe overland by l'oot to Objective "Nn • .Annex A (Operat:,ollo 
Overlay). conduet reconnaissance operations of that oujective are!! 
and return by foot on .5 January 1966. On 30 December :1965. t)n~ ,pla­
toon will depart Camp Merrell by he1.icopter to Landi.ng S:tte nati'E" , 
conduct reconnaissance operations of Objective "T". Almer. A (Oper­
ations Overlay). and be recov ... red by helicopter :trom Landing Site 
nGREE:N" on 6 January 1966. 

h. .2m1~~cm. At. 300700H. III0ge by he1icopter f'ro!TI Crunp MERRELL, to 
Landing Site BLUE, conduot. -reconnaissancehu~eilance of' Ob:ec~;ive 
nT" through .5 January l~t and be in pcsit:ion for recovery by k..:-':"-
icopter at Land~ Sit.e 0RE8N at 060700H January lQ66. AJ.termlLe , 
insertion and recovery wil~ be overland to or .from Fll1l;..l :j,:r 9"':J.C!;-j. 

c. 3m Plat,(')Q.n. At 3OD4JoH. ~eed over1and by .foot ~ ~j<o!ct::,;,=- '''!;­

conduct mli,1at.era1 recOnnaissance/surveilance of' that ebjc"~ -J~ -,-0; a'.:-~a. 
and retul'Tl to TRA BCt1G. RVN on ;; January 1966. 

d. h,th p:!'atoon. Cont.i.nue present ope:;-at:i.ons and upon r0':O",el~" \,~ r''t'e­
pared for subsequent emp1oyment. 

e. Headquarters am Sam ge PlatOOQs. 

(1.) Prt:>'d4e InIPPOrt:.. ,aD- rBqtt1red to 1ncl.ude the eont.inueC secur:tt:-,­
and adII1nis'tration o~ Camp )!£RRE[.L. 

(2) Attach one Corpc!J1Uft 1:.0 each pl.atoon ~or operations. 

:C • Suwly OW cer. Provide -ror the ~rt. reQU1.red in paragrl'l.ph 4-
:include requests lII8de by the P.I.atoon Co :rulers and Sect~on I,'!;~;.1, ,: , 
as approYed by the ~ Of'f'icer. 1st Force B.eeonnaiS8K"-:'-' ---~, 
pany. 

:;. em-ms.cat;iO!!! o.rnoer. 

Provide oa-u..oation opera~ 1.nat.ra.ctionf! and 
aocordaDce "Ub ~ S.a. 
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FOR

20 26

DA KANG, ave
3816366 Dea 1965

OPERATION ORDER 12-55

(a) MAI: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheet numbers 6659 III, 6658 IV, 6656 I,Ref:
and 6756 IV

Time Zone: H

1. SITUATION.

a. Eveny. As briefed by the Intelligence Officer.

b. Friendly. As briefed by the Intelligence Officer.

c. Atlachmenta/Detachments. None.

2. MISSION.

a. In coordination with U. S. Forces located at TRA BONG, RVN, conduct
unilateral reconnaissance operations in the valley corrolex bounded
by Grid Line BS 92 to the South, IS 95 to the North, 31 Vestthe
and BS 34 to the East. 30 December 1965 through 5 January 1966.

b. Conduct ground reconnaissance/surveilance in RZ 5 (DA NANG, RVN).
30 December 1965 through 5 January 1966.

3. EXECUTION.

a. Concept. On 30 December 1965, the platoon located at TRA BONG, RVN,
will move overland by foot to Objective "N", Annex A (Operations
Overlay), conduct reconnaissance operations of that objective areaand return by foot on 5 January 1966. On 30 December 1965, one pla-toon will depart Camp Merrell by helicopter to Landing Site "BLUE".
conduct reconnaissance operations of Objective "T", Anner A (Oper-ations Overlay), and be recovered by helicopter from Landing Site
"GREEN" on 6 January 1966.

b. 2nd Platson. At 300700H, move by helicopter from Camp MERRELL, to
Landing Site BLUE, conduct reconnaissance/surveilance of Objective"T" through 5 January 1966, and be in position for recovery by bei-
icopter at Landing Site GREEN at 060700H January 1966. Alternate
insertion and recovery will be overland to or from Fill 41 (AT

3rd Platoon. At 300430H, proceed overland by foot to Objectivec.
conduct unilateral reconnaissance/surveilance of that objection area,and return to TRA BONG, RVN on 5 January 1966.

d. 4th Platoon. Continue present operations and upon recovery be pre-
pared for subsequent employment.

e. Headquarters and Service Platoons.
(1) Provide support ao required to include the continued securityand administration of Camp MERRELL.

(2) Attach one Corpsman to each platoon for operations.
f. Supply Officer. Provide for the support required in paragraph 4

include requests made by the Platoon Commanders and Section Isai
as approved by the Commanding Officer, 1st Force Reconnaiss:
pany.

3. Communications Officer.

(1) Provide communication operating instructions and
accordance with paragraph 5.a. ENCLOSURE (13)
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(2) Establish and maintain relay sitee as necessary to insure pos­

it.iv<:l cOInrnun:l.cat-ions. 

d. ~:U"J..Q.t.tng Instrutions. 

(l) Landing Sites: 

(2) Thrust Lines: 

BLUE (AT 
GREEN (AT 

) 
) 

2nd Platoon (AT 1'(50660) 
3rd Platoon C':} 0.)0930) 

(J) Speci:fic Reconnaissance Observation Missions: As brle:fed by t.he 

Intelligence O:f£icer. 

(4) Platoon Commanders e££ect liaison with £riendly units 24 hours 

prior to insertions. -

(5) Include an Escape aDa Eva.ei.on P1an in each. platoon operation 

Order. 

(6) Take VC/PAVN prisoners whenever possible. 

III 

(7) Debriefing o£ the Pla'loon Leader, 2nd Platoon will be accompli9h~ 

by 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion 5_2 Section, ASAP upon recov~ry. 

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS. 

a. Uniform and· Eglll.pment. Nonnal.. 

b. Arms and 1\pum.mi. tion. As directed by Platoon Commanders. 

e. Rations. As directed by P1atoon Commanders. 

(1) Serlous1.y· injured personnel will be evacuated at the discretion 

of' the Pla.toon Co:rmnanders_ 

(2) One Corpsman will accompany eaCh platoon. 

e. PrisonerS_ All VC/PAVN prisoners will be evacuated ASAP. 

:r. RePOrts. 

(6) 

The 2nd Platoon will. ~.subl'ldt overlay of pri~:ry- and alternate 

ntutes. and their respective check -points, both to and from 

their objective area 24 hours prior to insertion. 

The 3m Platoon will transmit by radio. schackled coordinates 

r,J!' their l'heck 'points both to and :from t.heir- objective area.pri~r' 

o tilsert.1on. 
_ _ ,-

P1atoons submit names of' participat,inp-: personnel to the Company 

S-J prior to their insertion. The 3rd Platoon will transmit num­

ber and patrol lead.er only; howev",r. all numes of' participating 

personnel will be kept on f'ile at TRA BO'tJG. RVN. 

Situat.ion reports. location/situations, will be submitted upon 

depa.rt..l,ll'e:ot' each platoon am ever;, ·hour' t.h*reirl'ter. 

Jrd. Platoon prepare two copies of your operation order and a.f'ter 

aotion repOrt to be delivered to this headquarters ASAP on first 

~vailable transportation upon your recovery. 

All Spot. Report.s and/or sight:ings (SALUTEforma:t) win be l!u'b­

mitted in detail immediately upon their occurr~ce. 

--2--
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(2) Establish and maintain relay sites as necessary to insure pos-

itive communications.

d. Coordinating Instrutions.
)BLUE (AT

(1) Landing Sites: )GREEN (AT

2nd Platoon (AT 850660)
3rd Platoon (be 330930)(2) Thrust Lines:

(3) Specific Reconnaissance Observation Missions: As briefed by the

Intelligence Officer.

(4) Platoon Commanders effect liaison with friendly units 24 hours

prior to insertions.

(5) Include an Escape and Evasion Plan in each platoon operation

order.

(6) Take VC/PAVN prisoners whenever possible.

(7) Debriefing of the Platoon Leader, 2nd Platoon will be accomplished

by 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion S-2 Section, ASAP upon recovery.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.

a. Uniform and Equitment. Normal.

b. Arms and Anmunition. As directed by Platoon Commanders.

c. Rations. As directed by Platoon Commanders.

d. Medical.

(1) Seriously injured personnel will be evacuated at the discretion

of the Platoon Commanders.

(2) One Corpsman will accompany each platoon.

e. Prisoners. All VC/PAVN prisoners will be evacuated ASAP.

f. Reports.

(1) The 2nd Platoon will submit overlay of primary and alternate

routes, and their respective check points, both to and from

their objective area 24 hours prior to insertion.

(2) The 3rd Platoon will transmit by radio, schackled coordinates

of their check points both to and from their objective rea.prior

(3) Platoons submit names of participating personnel to the Companyto insertion.

S-3 prior to their insertion. The 3rd Platoon will transmit num-

ber and patrol leader only; however, all numes of participating

personnel will be kept on file at TRA BONG, RVN.

(4) Situation reports, location/situations,
will be submitted upon

departure of each platoon and every hour thereafter.

(5) 3rd Platoon prepare two copies of your operation order and after

action report to be delivered to this headquarters ASAP on first

available transportation upon your recovery.

(6) All Spot Reports and/or sightings (SALUTE format) will be sub-

mitted in detail immediately upon their occurrance.

DECLASSIFIED
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(1) fJ~.'lif§l..n';ies anet pill silDs• As 41reot.ed by Communications 

Operating Instructions. 

(2) Yellmr 81IIOke will·be used to identify l.an~r .. ! ~ites to etfect 

helicopter recovery. 

(3) A red panel will be displ~ to identify Tem!! /Platoons prior 
to m!d during air strikes. 

(4) Qh.alJ~'1~..d PasMrd• to be pl()lished immedia.tely prior to 

a platoons insertion. 

'b. ~d. 

(1) The, 3rdPJ..atoon C.P. 1. located at TRA mlm. RVN. (E )3)8?8); 

howeTer. the Paatoon eo-ancter will exercise control ot his 
teaJIIB holll wi thin his objeCtive area. 

(2) The Coldpatty' C •. P.will remain at Camp MERRET...sL. 

AlIBI A (Operations Overlay) 

plSD.p!JTION: . 

.'. 

U) c.. ~. CV.V' ---. 
W. C. SHAVER 

C.aiD. U. S. Marine Corps 
Comruming " 

." 
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5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS ELECTRONICS.

a. Communications.

(1) Frequencies and call signs. As directed by Communications

Operating Instructions.

(2) Yellow smoke will be used to identify landire sites to effect

helicopter recovery.

(3) A red panel will be displayed to identify Teams/Platoons prior

to and during air strikes.

(4) Challange and Password. to be prolished immediately prior to

a platoons insertion.

b. Command.

(1) The 3rd Platoon C.P. is located at TRA BONG, RVN, (BS 333878);

however, the Platoon Commander will exercise control of his

teams from within his objective area.

(2) The Company C.P. will remain at Camp MERRELL.

W C show
W. C. SHAVER

Captain, U. S. Marine Corps
Commanding

ANNEX A (Operations Overlay)

DISTRIBUTION:
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