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18T FORCE RECONNAL SSANCE CQOMPANY
3rd Reconnaissance Battalion
3rd Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO Ban Francisco 96602

3/mic/jlc
5750
2 May 1966

T —————————————

Froms Commanding Officer ,

Tos Commanding General, 3rd Marine Division (Rein), FMF

Viar C(:omuand:l.ng Officer, 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion, 3rd Marine Division
Rain), FMF

Subjs Commend Chronology; —submission of

Refs (a)

Div0 57501

Encl: (1)~ Command and Staff Billets

(2)
(3)
(L)

(5
6

7
(8
(9)

(20)

(11%

(12
)
1
1)

16
A 217}
(18)
(19}
(20

- Patrol Report of 2u23U5H April 1966, @,p
- Patrol Report of 250200H April 1966 cd o8¢ | OF <?

~Operation Order 15-66 of 091500H April 1966
- Frag Order 3266 of 120700H April 1966

- Frag Order 30-66 of 121200H April 1966

. Operation Order 1-65 of 162000H April 1966
. Operation Order 1-66 of 171230H April 1966
. Operation Order 3-66 of 181500H April 1966
- Operation Qrder 2-66 of 201030H April 1966
. Operation Order 1-66 of Z10900H April 1966
- Operation Order 2-66 of Z11000H April 1966
- Operation Order 6-66 of 242200H April 1966
- Patrol Report of 162315H 4pril 1966 2o =30-<<

- Patrol Report of 201900H April 1966.s
. Patrol Report of 2200H April 1966.4P J@“FORCE RECON CO

. Patrol Report of Z100C1H April 1966 ;.
. Patrol Rsport of Z12L00H April 1966, iy
- Patrol Report of 232200H April 1966,4.

h O

2 g ’ .

=% &

. Patrol Report of 261900H April 1966 c/d =374 2

1. In sccordance with reference (), the foilowing enerdqies Aybmitéedo, -~~~
for the month of April 1966. 3d Re€onnaissanceBn., S/C No. -6

a8, Organigational Data.

(1) Designation/Iocation.

W NGGEARDED AT

© COPY-/--0F-52~COPIES

PLEASE RETURN TGO E£/C *

g e s

LASSTRlER:
|k T a0 A1

e

3 YEAR INTERVALSj =L

e ASSIMED AFTER 12 YEARS,
DOR BIR 5200.1G i
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(a)
(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(£)

(g)

()

(1)

(3)

el

18t Force Recommalssance Company (=) !

Administration and logistical personnel at DA NAIG,
Republic of VIETNAM (RVN).

The 2nd and 5th Platoons were chopped opcon lith Marines
atéguajpnu BAI, Republic of VIETNAM (RVN), on 11 April
1900,

The Command Group ad the lst and 3rd Platoons were
relocated from DA NANG to HUE/PHU BAI, Republic of
VIETRAM (RVN), on 15 April 1966, assumed command of

Co B (Rein), 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion, and assumed
responsibility for the recon effort in the HUE/PHU BAI
srea while attached to the lith Marine Regiment.

The lst Platoon was attached to the lst Battalion, lst
Marine Regiment, for Operation VIRGINIA on 16 April

The Lth Platoon joined the Command Group at HUE/PHU BAI,
Republic of VIETNAM (RVN), on 19 April 1966.

The let Plitoon joined the Command Group at HUE/PHU BAI,
Republic of VIETNAM (RVN), on 20 April 1966.

The Command Group s d the lst through the 5th Platoons
returned to DA NAYG, Republic of VIETNAM (HVN), on 27
April 1966, at the same time relinguishing command of
CoB (Rains s 3rd Reconnaissance Battelion.

The Command Group and the lst through the 5th Platoons
were chopped opcon lst Reconnaissance Battalion, GHU
IAI, Republic of VIETNAM (RVN), on 29 April 1966.

This unit has 2 tesms attached to the SLF.

(2) Period Covered. OLOO01E April 1966 to 302400H April 1966,

(3) Command and Staff Billets. Enclosure (1).

(L) Aver%e Monthly Strength. 7 officers, 126 enlisted, 7 UN
- 8 . .

s et
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b, Segnificant Events.

(1) Persomnel.

(a)

(b)

(e}

(a)
(e)
(£)
(g)

(h)

On 19 April 1966, the company sustalned 2 WIA's and
1 MIA.

On 20 April 1966, the MIA was recovered with no injur-
ies sustained.

On 21 April 1966, the company sustained 4 WIA's.

On 23 April 1966, the company sustaimed 2 WIA's.

On 2L April 1966, the company sustained 1 KIA.

On 5 April 1966, lst Sergeant R. F. SNYDER joined the
company from 6th Force Reconnaissance Company I&I Steff,
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, for 60 days OJT.

On 26 April 1966, Captain B. W. CRAIN, joined the com-
pany as Operations Officer.

On 27 April 1966, Captéin J. J« CARTY, jolned the com=

pary as Executive MM
. Ao C81BY ’7

e a—

DECLASSIFIED



AHAIAISSVIDAd

BILLET

Comnanding Officer

Executive OLficer

Operations Officer
Inteliigence Officer

Supply Officer

Communications Officer
Platoon Commandar, lst Platoon
Platoon Commandar, 2nd Platoon
Platoon Commander, 3rd Platoon
Platoon Commander, Lth Platoon
Flatoon Commander, 5th Platoon

Mgjor

Captain
1stlt
lstlt
lstlt

latLt
1stLt
lstlt
letlt

COMMAND AND STAFF BILLETS

HAME
COLBY, Deds
PARKER, R.F.
IENKER, J.C.
KOCH, G.d.
BEST, S.J.
QOEWEY, V.L.
ORANNIS, D.L.
RUNNELLS, M.E.
HENDERSON, W.T.
HALL, K.R.
PATIL, J.T.

RARK
Major
latlt
lstlt
85¢t
latlt

latlt
CySgt
1latlt
8%zt

lstlt

SERNO/MOS

056655/0302
085283/0302
087585/0302
1306806/0239
088052/3002
1113771/2539
087538/0302
2088042/0369
089766,/0302
1375613/0369
089885/0302

Enclogure (1

dHIAISSVIDAd
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3rd Reconnaissence Battalion
DA NuKG, RVN
091500 EH April 1966

Operation Order 15-66

Refs (&) Maps:s VIET NAM, 1:50,000, Series L701, Sheet nambers: 6559 I,

6559 II, €558 I, 6659 IV, 6659 III, 6658 IV, 6659 IT, 6658 I,
gggg %i’ 6460 II, 6459 I, 6459 II, 6560 IV, 6560 III, 65%9 1v,

BnOpO 34965 w/Ch 1

Bn0 1500, 1

BnOp Plan 12-66

3rd Div Op0 368~66 (dtd 0112007 Apr 66)

o po o

Time Z2one: H

Tagk Organization

1.

2.

3.

as Reference (b)

b, 1at Force Recon Co (-) and Campany B (Rein), 3rd Recon Bn attached
4th Marine Regiment,

SITUATION
2 Foeny Forces. Current INTSUM!s,

b. Friendly Forces. Reference (b).

Ca Attachmenfé and Detachments, Réi‘erenoe (e),

MISSION. 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion (-) (Rein) establishes and main-
taing & reconnaissance network in the TAOR/RZ's of the DA NANG enclave
and conduots reconnaissance/infantry reinforced cperations against VG
forces beyond the TAOR,

ZXECUTION

&, Concept of Operation. Reference (b).

be Co A

(1) During the period 16-30 April 1966 insclusive, conduct contimuous
reconnzissance opexations in oxr WEST of BZ-3 and RZ-4 (above GL-
75)e Ttilize 506 of availeble forces for such operations except
during the period 17-25 April when 666 of availeble forces shall
be utilized,

(2) Be prepared on order to exmoute reference (a).

- Ewecho iuﬁi ilz i
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S
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ds

Coe

(3)

Re pronarsd to conduct 5 days training. Be guided in this
training by the provisions of reference (c).

Co_C» During the period 16-30 April 1966 inclusive, conduct contin-
uous reconn~issance operations in and WEST of RZ-5. Utilize 50% of

available forces for such operations except during the period 17-25

April vhen 5% of available forces shail be utilized.

o D (Rein)

(1)

(3) Lttach one platoon when directed in accordance with reference (e).

During the period 1630 April 1966 inclusive, conduet continuous
reconnaissance operations in and WEST of RZ-4 (below GL-75) and

RZ~8. TUtilize 505 of available forces for such operations except

during the poriod of 17-25 April when £&% of available forces
shall be utilized.

(2) Be prepared on order to assume screening mission of Company A

during theix training period.

Coordinating Instructions

(1)
(2)

(3)
(4)
(5)

(6)
(1
(8)

(9)

Operate within supporting artillery range.

Be prepared to call and adjust artillery fire. Mske personal
liaison with 12th Marines (S-3) for artillery coordination,
after coordinating with cognizant Regimental PSCC.

Shackle O~ azimuth when adjusting artillery.

Submit company employment schedules by 151900H.

Fire support and infantry reinforcement requirements will be
aeffected by direct lisigon with cognizant Regimental Commanders,

Coordinate all missions with cognizant Regimental Commenders.
EEI's: Amnex A %0 reference (b).

Submit helicopter requirements and operation orders to thisg
Headquarters (Attn: S+3) not later than 48 hours prior to
oonmencement of nissions.

Use varying means and times of entry and exit. Heliasopter land-
ing monés will normally be no eloser than 3000 meters to objectiw
areo.e ' :

2

e,

R T
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4.

Se

(10)
(11)
{12)
(13)
(14)

(15)

(t6)

(17)

(18)

Submit patrol roster to this Headquarters {Attn: S-3) prior
to execution of assigned missions.

Cause patrol leaders to report to Battalion S-2 immediately
on return 10 the unit area for debriefing,

Be prepared to insert andfor extract by foot.

If an adr strike is requested and approved, digplay & single
red penel at forward most position when aircraft are on staw-
tion.

Be prepared to recommend infantry exploitation or reinforcement
and suitable primary and alternate landing zomes for its antry,

Each company in the DA NANG enclave shall veport hourly to this
Headguarters, the location and situation of sach element of each
pa‘brol.

Any patrcl out of contact for a period of six hours shall abort
its mission and return to camp.

Bach squad will carry at least one (1) entronching tool. All
trash and garbage will he buried and the sites capouflaged,
Every effort will be made to obscure 211 evidence of patrol

bassage.

Whenever possible, patrol leaders will be afforded opportunity
for helicopter reconnaissanece priox $o insertion.

ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICH

&s Reference (b).

be TUtilize long renge patrol packet when available.

COMMAND ..ND COMMUN ICATIONS~ELECTRONICS

&+ Reference (b).

be Bach platoon size patrol shall carry a PRC-25 for ite primary noans
of commmnicetion, Imer platoon sormunications by PRC=-10.

- ¢+ Ficld relay sites will carry both primary and alternate means of

oommanicationse

L
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CONFIDENTLAL

de Ubilize battelion brevity code as proiml=ated by nmeference (b)s

Uy O
T{L \\ aﬁ\_ B
R. R. VAN CLEVE
“FMeutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps

Comnanding

DISTRIBUTION
1at MAW 1 1stForceReconCo 3
3rdMardiv FSCC 1 CormO 1
G=3 3 BnSupplyl 1
G-2 1 Co A 3
3rdMax 3 CoB 3
4thMar 3 Go C 5
Sth¥nx 3 GoD 3
12thMar 2 File (15
tstReconBn 1

TOTAL 50

R
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[ 9 Copy__of 30 coples
1at Force Recon Co

PHU BAI, RVN
1207008 April 1966

FRAZ ORDER 32-66

Ref: (a) CoB OpO 1«66

(b) Map Vietnam 1:50,000 Sheet 6L60 I

Time Zones H

TASK ORGANIZATION: 2nd Platoon lst Force Recon, Lte PAULL

1.

2.

3.

L.

5e

SITUATION

a. Enemy Forces. See current INTSUMS,
be Friendly Forces. See current OPSUMS.
Ce Attachments and Detachments. None.

MISSION. Conduch recomnaissance/surveilance operations in RZ l. Deter-
mine and report all enemy movement in that arss.

EXECUTION.

a. Concept of operation: 2nd Platoon will depart Lith Marines CP LZ at
Efﬁgﬁ by ha%{copter and 14Tt to the vicinity of YD 596218, From

thers the patrol will proceed on foot along assigned patrol route
in accordance with annex A (Operation Overlay)s Recovery of the
platoon will be effected by helicopter from a leanging zone located
at YD 523215 at 191800H.

be GCoordinating Instructions.

(1) See reference (a).
(2) See ammex A (Operation Overlay).
(§) Trust change daily at 2400H, R#0 = 5122 R#3 - 5317 R#6 - B1I8

R+l - 5621 R4l - 1,923
R+2 - 5420 R#5 - 5225

AIMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.

a. See referemce (a)e
b. Reports sees annsx B (Reports) to reference (a)e
COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS-ELECTRONICS.

a. Commmnications.

:—“—i—nvipi ¢3)
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% %

S,

(2) Unit Brevity Codee See reference (a) and ammex C (Unit Brevity

(3)

()
(5)

Code) of reference (a).

Shackles
1234567890
EAOFMCHUJLSB
PDQNTUGERTTI
Yz VvV X S
W

Call signass Plt Hq ~ DIAMOND; lst Sqd - TOPXZ

Frequencies: Primary 1.3, Alternate li5.7, Conduct of Fire
net PAYABLE XHAY 35.3

be Ccmmsnd. No chage.

ANNEXES.

s

JAMES L. COMPION
Captain US Marine Carps
Conmanding

Operation Overlay

QFFICIAL.

J.J. CASSITY JR.

LT,

USHMCR
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Copy of 30 cpples
1st Force Recon Co,
Annex A (Operations
Qverlay) to Frag
Order 32-66
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” Copy___of 30 copies
CoB 3rd Recon Bn

1212008 April 1966

FRAG ORDER 30-66

Ref: (a) CoB Op0 I=66

(b) Map Vietnam 1:50,000 Sheet 6560 III

Tine Zone: H

TASK ORGANIZATION: 1st Platoon lst Force Recon GySgt RUNNELLS

L.

2e

3.

Lie

Se

SITUATION:

a. Enemy Forces, See current INTSUMS.
be Friendly Forces. See current OPSOMS.
ce Attachments and detachments. None.

MISSION. Conduct continuous recomnaissance/surveilance operations in
RZ 2. Determine and report all enemy movement in that area.

EXECUTION.

@& Concept of ration: lst Platoon, lst Force Recon Co, will depart
Tith Marims CP 1Z at 1217308 and 1lift to YD 775090, From there they
will procedd on foot to establish and maintain OP's as indicated in

Annex A {Operation Overlay). Recovery of the platoon will be effec-
ted by helicopter from a landing mone at YD 764085 at 161800H.

be Coordinating Instructlons.
() See reference (a).
(2) OP #1 is located at YD 749088,
(3) OP #2 is located at YD 750085,
ADMINISTRATION AND IOGISTICS.

as See reference (&)
be Beports: See annex B (Reports) of feference (a)e
COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS-ELECTRONICS.

a. Commmications.

(1) Two MRCe25 radios will be carried with sufficient batteries

t0 sustain the operation.
st <
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(2) Unlt Brevity Code, See reference (a) and zmnex C (Unit Bre-
vity Code) of reference (a).

(3) Thrust lines. Change daily at 2LOCH.
13th - 700 ith - 7111 15th - 7212 16th = 7314 17tk - 7511

18th - 7408

(L) Shacides.
123456178290
EAOFMOCEUJTLSHEB
C D Q NU@ KPRTI
I Z v X 5
W

(5) Callsigns. OP #1 ROCK: OP #2 PAFER.

(6) TFrequencies: Primary 4l1.3, Alternate L5.7, Conduct of Fire
nat PAYABLE XRAY 35.3

b, Command. No change.

JAMES L., COMPTON
Captain US Marines Corpw
Commanding f

ANNEXES:

A (Operation Overlsy)
QFFICIAL:

JeJo CASSITY
LT. USMCR
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Copy__ of 30 copiss
CoB 3rd Recon Bn

Annex A (Operations
Overlay) to Frag Order

29-66

3

LEGEND
O -HlZ
A 0P

-7
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CONFIDENTTAL ” %z.s:of 33 copies

.

1st Force Recon Co, 3rd Plt _
PHU BAI, RVN
1620008 April 1966

OPERATION ORDER 1-66

Ref: (a) CoB Op0 1-66

(b) MAP: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Series L701, Sheet number 6559 TV

Nloe Jones H

Tesk Orgonization: 3rd Platoon, 1lst Force Recon Co, 1lstLt HENDERSON

2.

3.

4,

e et e

a. Insmy Forces, See current INTSUMS.

b. Friendly Forces. See current OPSUMS.

Co Attachments and Detachments. HNone.

MISSION. Conduct reconnaissance patrolling and surveilance operations
in RZ 3. Determine and report all enemy movement in that area,

EXECUTION.

a. Concept of Operation. The 3rd Platoon, lst Force Reconnaissance
Company, departs the 4th Marines CP LZ at 171800H April 1966, by
helicopter and 1lifts to vicinity of YD 824013, From there, the
platoon proceeds on foot along assigned patrol route in accordance
with Anmex A (Operations Overlay)}. Recovery of the platoon will
be effected by helicopter from landing zone located at YD 834990
at 211800H April 1966,

b. . Coordinating Instructions. ol

(1) See reference (a).
(2) See Mnnex A (Operations Overlay).
(3) Thrust Lines:

T - 8002

Y w 8200

X = 8498
Z -~ 8402

ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS. See reference (a).

Fweclesvpz (5)

b
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5. ‘COMMAND AND COMMUNICATTONS~EIECTRONICS.

a. Communications.

(1) Two AN/PRC-25 radios will be carried with sufficient batteries
to sustain the operation.
{2) 'Unit Brevity Code. See reference (a) and ‘nnex C (Unit Brevity
Code) of reference (a).
3) Shagkles,
1.-KC
2 wm F M
3.-LPSX
Y owe L0
5~ NBWY
6 omm B Q
7 -~ T 4
B un I U
AT IS
J e DRV Z
(4) Callsigns. Platoon - .- GATIEON; Relay Station —
BRAVO RELAY
(5) Frequencies. Primary -~ 38,7; Alternate -- 39.4, Conduct of
fire net -- PAYABLE XRAY - 36.2. -
b, Command. No change, )
ol 4
I dle,
W. T. HENDERSON
First Lieutenant, U. 5. Marine Corps
Platoon Commander
ANNEXES =

A ~~ QOperations QOverlay

OFFICTAL:

J. C. LENKBR
1stLt USMC

2 CONFIDENTIAL

oo o*

- -
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‘Ih"bopy __coples

1st r‘orce Recon Co, 3dP‘.!ﬂ'
PHU BAT, RV
1625608 April 1 1966 zu/c;ué'a

Annex A (Operations Overlay) to Operation Order 1-66

v
}
1%
&0
, P L .
ﬁ%‘
i.
" el
/
- 5%
. -
',\ ‘ — L9
82
]
V97
{
L]
A-l
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OPERATION ORDER 1-66

Ref:

DECLASSIFIED

v d

o9 o

CONFIDENTTAL, : Copysa.6T3 7 copies

Reconnaissance Group Bravo
PHU BAI, RVN
171230H april 1966

(a) MAPS: 1:50,000, AMS, Series L701, Sheet numbers 6459 I, IT;
6460 T, II; 6360 II, IIT, IV; 6461 IT; 6559 I, IT, III, IV
(b) 3dMarDivo 34365 :

Time Zone; H

Task Organization:

1.

Ze

2.

Reconnaissance Group Bravo Major COLBY
Company “B", 3d Recon Bn Capt COMPTON
2nd P1t, 1st Force Recon Co GySegt RUNNELLS
3rd Plt, lst Force Recon Co 1stLt HENDERSON
5th P1t, 1st Force Recon Co 1stlt PAULL

SITUATION.

a. Enemy Forces, Current INTSUMS;

be Friendly Forces. Reference (h).

c., Attachments and Detachments, As required.

MISSION. Reconnaissance Group Bravo establishes and maintains a recon-
naissance network in the reconnaissance zones of the HUE-PHU BAI enclave,

EXECUTION.
2. Concept of Operations. Reconnaissance units will operate in RZ's

1, 2, and 3, to locate and report enemy movements, locations, and
positions.

b. Company "B". During the psriod of 16 - 50 roril 1966, inclusive,
conduct continuous recomnaissance operations in RZ 1 and 2, utili-
zing 50% of available forces. Capture at least one VC in each RZ.

c. 2nd Platoon, 1st Force Recon Co. During the period 21 - 25 April

and 29 April through 3 May 1966, inclusive, conduct reconnaissance
operations in RZ 3, and capture at least one VC.

d. 3rd Platoon, lst Force Recon (Co. During‘the period 17 -~ 21 and

25 -« 29 April 1966, inclusive, conduct reconnaissance operations
in RZ 3. Capture at least one V(.
Fwverosori €£)

1
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e. 2th Platoon, 1st Force Recon Co, During the period 22 = 26 April

1966, conduct reeonnaissance opergtions in RZ 1,

f. Coordinating Instfuctions.

(1)

(2)
(3)

(%)
(5)

(6)

Q)

(8)

(9)

(10)
(11)

(12}

Unit leaders will submit a‘patrol order ard operation over-
lay not later than 48 hours prior to commencement of the
operation,

Operate within supporting artillery range.

Be prepared. to call and adjust artillery fire. Make personal
liaiscn with 4th Marine FSCC, or /% FSCC, as appropriate, amd
with 3/12 Fpe. ‘ :

Shackle O-T azimuth when adjusting artillery fire.

" Be prepared to recommend infantry‘exploita%ion or reinforece-

ment and suitable landing zones for its entry.

Each patrol will report its location and situation hourly.
Submit helicopter requests to this Headquarters (Attn: S-3)
not later than 48 hours prior tq insertion. Whenever possible,

patrol leaders will make a helc recon of the operations area.

Use varying times of entry and exit, Hélicopter landing zones
will normally be not less than 3000 meters from objective area,

Submit patrol recster to this Headquarters (Attn: S-3) prior
to insertion,

Patrol leaders will report to the S-2 ASAD after recovery.

If an airstrike is requested and approved, be prepared to
display a single red panel to mark friendly position.

If a patrol is out of contact for three hours, it will move .
to last position where communications was successful., . If -

~there is no contaet for six hours, the patrol will abork

its mission amd return to camp,

4, ADMINISTRATIVE AND LOGISTICS.

a. Uniform and Equipment. As directed by patrol leader,

)

2 © -CONPIDENTIAL

() 0@
. Y
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CONFIDENTTAL

Vet sttt ey

b,

Cs

d.

Arms_and Ammunition. As dirscted by patrol leader., Ammunition to
be carried will not be less than 100 rouhds per M-14 and 24 rounds
per M-79i Each patrol will carry ho less than 2 M=72 rocket laun-
chers,

Rations. As directed by the patrol leader,

Special Equipment.

(1) One pair of binoculars per team,
(2) One PSR-1 per platoon.

(3) One rod panel per team,

(4) Cne yeliow smoke per team.

{5) Patrols with primary observation post risaions carry one- MuRg
spoteing scops, '

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNTCATTONS~ELECTRONICS.

ae

Ce

€,

Each platcen size patrol will carry an AN/PRC-25 radio for its pri-
mary means of communications, Inter-platoon commmications will be
by AN/PRC-10.

When available, an AN/PRC~25 will be carried for use on the conduct
of fire net,

Comminications will be according to the COI briefing prior to each
patrol.

Patrols in the field will send hourly situation and location reports
and will menitor their radio continuously.

Radio relay sites will be established as necessary.

T
LI

. D. A. COIBY

Major, U. S. Marine Cdrps
Commanding

~ DISTRIBUTTON:

- Cormmanding Officer
Company- "Bll
2nd P1t, 1stFRC
3rd Plt, 1stFRC

5th pl
File

Lth Marines

S~3
¥FSCC
3/12

3dReconBn
G"B s 3dMarDiv

t, 1stFRC
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CONF TRtITTAL @opy  of 30 Copies
- : CoB 3rd Reton Bn
OPERATION ORD:R 3-66 Phu Bai, Vietnam

1C1S00H April 1966
Ref: (A) Recon Group B OnQ 1-66
(B) Hap Vietnam 1:50,000 Sheets 65591V % 656011

Time Zones H

T

TASK ORGLNIZATION: ljgh Platoon CoB 876, BOTAE .
1. STTUATION.

‘as  Bremy Forcess See Current INTSUIS. 4

b, Friendly Forces., See Current OPSUMS.

c. Attachments and Devazhments. Nome. N

MISSICN. Oonduct rect f‘“cl,_obunve patrolling and surveilance operatins in
RZ #II, Determine and re-crt =1l enemy movement in that area. Particular
- - gffort is to be made in Qh'lu"”'li.'lt',' a prisoners

-~ 3. [EXECUTION.

a. Gonceptv of Operatlions. "hPlatoon CoB departs tie Lih Merines O L2
at 201800H april 1966 by helicopter and Lift to vieinity of YD 777077. The patrol
will taen procedéds along assirmed patrol route in accurdance with amnex a
(Operation Overlay). The pistoon will be extracted froum HIZ in vicinity 3£
YC 80LOL6, If there is no suitable 1IZ avaible be prepered to.elesr a gones

C oor dfmatinff Instructlons .

1. See reference (&)

2. Thrust lines change daily at 2hOOH.
20th - 6905 23rd - 7310
2lst - 6907  2lith - TUI0
22nd - 6808  25th - 7506

e ADMINISTRATION AWD IOGISTICS.

a. BSee refeféﬁée‘ (A)

5, COMMAND aND COMMUNICATIONS/TLECTRONICS.

- 8. Communications.

(1). BSce reference (A) |

(2)e Two AN/PRC-25 radiols will be carried with sufficient g 2H e a3, 59 Cr
sustain the operation. /
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(3). Unit brevity coce will be employed
(1), SHACKIzS

1-BOWY

[ I |

«
03

ZuzLwsopHuuR
<3
P43

[ I T B |

ONO O~3 VVULE W MY
1
Do NRE

(5)« Call Signse Platoon HO - %3150 1lst squad - | 3.

({ C») I‘reguemlrz Fricery - 36,7 Alternate - 39.L4 Conduct of Fire

net PAYABIS ZRAY - 30.2

be vommend. No chans

R o JAMSS L, COHPTON

Canptain, US Marine Oorps -

Commanding

SNNEXES -
a. Operation Overlay

OFFICIaL

ﬁ, %xm JR. “

Lt. USMCR

’ -
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Annex & (Operation
Overlay 3-66)

CoR 3rd Recon Bn
Vietnam 1:50,000

Sheet 6559 IV &6560 IIT
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CONFIDENTIAL copy_i_ofzz_copies

Recommaissance Group Rravo
PHU BAI, RVN
2010300 April 1966

Oparation Order 246 *

rafs (a} Necon Croup Bravo Op0 1-66
b iane VIWINAH, 1:50,000, Stwdes L701, Sheet number 6559 IV

Time “on2r R

Tak Jriarizcticn: 2rd Platoon, 1st Force Recon Co, GySgt RUNNELLS

S D RASVALY -

a. neuy Jorges, Crorrent I8N,
Sa prietdly Forses, Ourrvens OWTHLL

¢ Mttochents[Detronwante,  Jone.

Vs L

S o]

’"g\ ir grmd eqaere €770, Drwcriine and ceport 2ll enewmy movement in
Jbal aves, ferticular elfort iz i3 bh made in copturisg & mlscner,

2. M.iAS.CM. uoaavye recast wiLs s e laareeilance of w7 %4y to inulude the vil..
~.

3~ R C\T

e Gowert of Ipecstirns, ud Flatoon, let Force Recon Co, departs
LiL Murines CP _IA» 1 211800F Arrdl 1066, by halicopter ani it to
vicimty Y0 €55¢3d. The paitrol then procecds zlarg route in nceor-
dance with Arnex A4 (Operation (varlay), Tne plactcon will be cxerace
ted from tne vieity of YD 865C15,

Le Gocrdirating Tnstruveticas.

(1} Se=z reference {(a},

(2% Timst lines:

L e 8002 F oo §09%
T 8900 T, e GT03
Yo 9UGY ¥ own 199

7.} PBally poirts Wiil ke designited wiile miving. Actior at the
rally poirt wiil be % set up a 300 degree secvrity perimeter.

(*)  hction i dongor area. On: team will seout ont the dangew ares
wiile belng co.erad by the rest of the patrol
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L, ADMINISTRATION AND IQGISTICS.

a, See reference (a),

b, Individuals will carry C-rations for 4 days,plus two LFR's,

5. COMMAND AVD COMMUNICATIONS.
a. Communmicatlone.
(1) See reference (a).
{2) Two AN/TRC-25's will be carried with sufficient batteries.
(3% Ireguenciss. Primary 38.7, Alternate 39,4, Command of fire
et, PLYASLE | SQ. 2
i shackle.
5 A 2 8 9 0
N }J Ak - l'l :) -I-I‘ C J E
o ¥ LR 4 0V S L
] Z a
W b4
(0 Irouors.
LRIy - S SCTCH
WL ~ L YRE30N
MLy - LR
M) EViC - BATHR RATEIY
EXRACTION - PH:ABUT BOTTER
By gallsions. PRIMHESS,
b, Cummand. He chaags, P
wp =3 :: '
"{.'7 é f«"/,'. AkeF ,&’%/
;'1'; “: m Wik, Lt‘
Cuaacy Teovgean®, T, 8, Parine Corps
" ooy, Boder

4 torec-tacns Overly !
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Copy___of __ copies
Reconnaissance Group Bravo
PHU BAT, RVN

Annex A (Operalions Cverlay) to Operation brder 2-66p01400H April 1966

0.
ot

Map Sheet 6559 IV

T o= Routa

A‘- }. ) : . .
/% ra, m <
iwﬁé' 179

Al
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w" Copy 2P ef S copies

Reconnaissance Group Bravo
PHU BAI, RVN .
2179000 April 1966

Operation Orier 1-66

Ref':

(a) lecon /roup Bravo Op0 1-6A
(b) Map; Shest number 6460 II, 1:50,000, Series L701

Time Zone: H

1.

2

3.

SITUATION.
a. DEnemy forcrs. Current INTSUMS.
b, Friendly fcr:es., Current OPSUMS.

c. Attachments nd Detachments. Wone.

SIGJ. uur.. - the period 22 to 26 April 1966, conduct reconnzissanns/
surveilance o-wi tions in RZ 1. Attempt to capture at least one VC,

EXECUTION,

a. Coneert - " eration. The 4th Platoon, 1st Force Recon Co, will e
heio-iirt ‘rom the 4th Marines CP LZ at 211800H April 1966, and
dropped in tae vicinity of YD 568233. The patrol will then sove
along the route in accordance with Annex A (Operations Overlay).

The patre) will be picked up in the vieinity of YD 542225 at 251500%

b. Coordinati . Instructions.

(1) See reruzrence (a).

(2) Thrust Jines:

T «=5323 B -~ 5324
H «=5320 S == 5518
W =524 M -- 5419

(3) Rally points will be designated in the recon area,

(4) Action in danger areas. One team will be the covering force.
for *¥e po:ut team when it checks out a danger area.

(a) Se reference (a).

e fecladegs (V
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b, _~ s and ammunition., 200 rds per M-14, 24 rds per M-79,
779, and 2 M72.

G. ‘ions, 2 days of MCI's, 3 days of IRFR.

5. COFLMD AN INICATIONS~ELECTRONICS .

a. Communications.
(1) Platoon will take two AN/FAC-25ts and sufficient batteries,

() Freq?ncies. Primary 38.7, alternate 39.4, conduct of fire
net ¥ .2,

(3) Shsgii s,

1 2 4 5 6 789 0
v F C Z B XV JdT A
F I 0 UZETILDTERW
K ¥ Y G

) N

(4) callsigns. A4th Platoon =~ HATEFUL, relay -- RATHOLE RELAY,
base station ~- RATHOLE BRAVO, artillery -~ SEABROOK.

(5) Coder s,

KIa ~ COTCH YMed Evac -~ PETER RABBIT
o - QURBON Extraction - PEANUT BUTIER
M. <« LEER Harbor Site-~ SWITCHBLADE

Compromise - BALONEY
b. Com > . change.

L APl

K. R. HALL
Staff Sergeant, U, S. Marine Corps
Patrol ILeader

ANVEX s

A Operations Cveriay
DISTRIBUTION:

Same as Operation Crder 2-66

. N
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CONFIDENTIAT, .. ... Recomngissance Croup Bravo
PHU BAI, RVW
April 1966

€460 I Jdap Sheet

Patrol Route Overlay

L}’ 24 -
{ 3
ik"m\\a"’p 3

/& by Aeeann (s, pv /96 €
Yerel 9

—
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CONFIDENTIAL Copy23of ¥ copies
Recornaissance Group Bravo
PHU BAI, RVN

211000H April 1966

Operation Order 2-66
Ref: (a) 3rdMarDivOp0 343-65 ‘ -
(b) Maps: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, AMS Series 1701, Sheet numbers 6459 I;
1T, 6460 I, IT; 6461 II, 6559 I, II, III, IV; 6560 IT, IITI, IV
Time Zone: H

Task Organization:

Reconnaissance Gesup Bravo Major GOLBY

lst Force Reconnaissance Company Major COLBY
1st Plt, 1st Force Recon Co 1stLt GRANNIS
2nd Plt, 1lst Force Recon Co GySegt RUNNELLS
3rd P1t, 1st Fcrce Recon Co. 1stLt HENDERSON
A4th P1lt, 1lst Force Recon Co SSgt HALL
5th P1t, 1st Force Recon Co 1stLt PAULL

1Rt Company, 3rd Reconnaissance Bn Capt COMPTON

l. SITUATION.
a, Enemy Forces, Annex A (Intelligence),

b. Friendly Forces,

(1) Reference (a).

(2) 3/12 Battalion Artillery or Provisicnal Artillery Group provides
artillery fire support.

(3) 1st Marine Air Wing provides fixed and rotary wing air support.
(4) Sparrow Hawk reaction force of reinforced squad size.,

2. MISSION. Reconnaissance Group Bravo establishes and maintain a recon-
naissance network in the HUE~-PHU BAT TAOR/RZ's and conducts directed
reconngissance missions throughout the ncrthern I Corps area.

3. EXECUTION.

2. Gopcept of Operations. Reconnaissance Group Bravo employs its elewm
monts in general support of .the 4th Marines'to galn intedigence

fswclosunrz (10)

S P
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information by establishing a reconnaissance net in the HUE-PHU BAT
TAOR/RZ's. This task will be accomplished by aggressively patrol-
ling the zones, and by establishment of observation posts along routes,
rivers, ard or critical terrain features. Special operations will

be conducted as directed.

b. 'Comganz B,
(1) General support, HUE-PHU BAT RZ's.

(2) Be preanpred to assume other missicns.

¢. 1lst Force Reconnaissance Company Platoons.

(1) General support, HUE-PHU BAI Ré's.

(2) Be prepared to assume other missions.

d. Coordinating Tastructions.

(1) Rrzis:

Annex B (HUE-PHU BAI RZ's).

(2) EEIts: Annex A (Intelligence)jﬁ

(3) Reports roquired: Amnex E (Reports).

(4) Effective upon receipt.

4, ADMINISTRATION AND IOGISTIGS.

Qe SUEE]. .

(1) Prescribed Toads. The prescribed loads that will be taken on

a platoon sized patrol will include:

(a)

(b)
(c)
(a)
(e)
(£)

No less than 100 rounds of ammunition for the M-14, car-
bine, or M3Al, and no less than 24 rounds for the M-79.

Two M-72 LAAW's. o

(ne PSR-1.

Or= red panel for each.team/squad.

O yellow smoke for each team/squad.

One pair binoculars or spotting scope for each team/squad.

| - — ~
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. Supply. Sourtes.

(») I, gistical support will come from the 4th Marine Regiment.

(L) Recomnaissance units will be supported by the units to
which they are attached.

(3) Contrcl and Distribution, Normal.

(4) Resupply.

(a) Operations of seven days or less will carry the necessary
supiiies for the duration of the operation,

(b) Operations requiring resupply will normally be resupplied
by r=licopter.

(5) Captured Material,

(a) Evacaate to this Headquarters for intelligence evaluation
and isposition.

(b) Unless otherwise directed, live ordnance will be destroyed
in place rather than evacuated,

Medieal.

(1) Minor injuries will be treated in the field.

(2) Emergency medical evacuation will be made at the diseretion
of thw patrol leader.

(3) Re.uec s for helicopter evacuation will be sent tc the recon-
naissance liaison at the 4th Marines FSCC.

Transportation.

(1) Air rcquests for insertions, retractions, and recon overflights
will be submitted prior to 0800 the day before the flight.

(2) Transportation will be whtilized in both directions. Patrols
being ins-rted and retracted on the same day will normally
utilize the same transportation.

Personnel.

(1) Patrol leaders will submit a roster of their patrol to the S-3

prior to insertien.

DECLASSIFIED
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(2) Report all casualties to this Headquarters by the most expedious
means.

(3) Capt-rul VO will be evacuated to the 4th Marines CP in accord-
ance with Annex A {Intelligence).

5. COMMAND AND COMMUN:CATIONS~ELECTRONICS. Amnex C {(CommnicationseElece

o vy ////

D. A. COLBY
Major, U. S. Marine Corps
Commanding

ANNEXES:

(Intelligence)

(HUE-PHU BAT TAOK /QZ'S)
(Fire Support)
(Communications-Electronics)
(Reports)

HOQW>

DISTRIBUTION:

G~3

G-2

L4th Mar S-3

Lih Mar S-2

FSCC

Air Iiaison Officer
2rd Recon Bn

1/4 5-3

3/4 53

1/1 8-3

3/12 5-3

2/1 8-3

Commanding Officer
First Sergeant
Intelligence Section
Operations Section
g4 Recon S-3

Each Platoon

Duty Watch Log
Redio Log

L

iwwwwupwmwwwwmmwwwaw

'

4
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u l Reconnaissance Group Bravo

PHU BAT, RVN
April 1966

Annex A (Intelligence)ito Operation Order 2-66

Ref: (a)

(b)
(c)
(d)

Time Zone:

Maps: AMS Series L701, 1:50,000, Sheet numbers 6459 I, I1;
6460 I, I1; 6461 II; 6559 I, II, III, IV; 6560 II, III, IV
3rdMarDiv( 0 343-65

3rdMarDive 5800.1E

3rdReconBnOp0 349-65

H

1. SUMMARY OF ENEM SITUATION.

a. See current periodic intelligence sumaries.

b, See periodic intelligence reports and estimates.

c. See Recon Group Bravo patrol reports.

2. RECONNATSSANCE OBSERVATION MISSTON.

2e Determine exact locations of all Viet Cong units, camps, rest areas,
training areas, special cultivation areas, supply points, weapons
and ammunition storage areas.,

b. Determine the iirection and techniques of movement of Viet Cong forces,
(Special attenzion to infiltration of individuals or units by decep-.
tive or covert means, to include tunneling).

c. Determine Viet Cong communications and signal systems. Iocation of
sites; types of equipment; antenna systems or farms; telephone
equipment. (Special attention to signals used for the purpnses of
warning; break.ng contact; opening fire; marking minefields; stake
traps; and bocby traps; and the use of drums, bugles, whistles,
flares, lights, signs and markers; and use of carrier pigeons),

de Determire the Viet Cong defenses and countermeasures against recon-
naissance, s.rveilance, and detection techniques and devices.

e. Determine Lr-7ficability of road and trail networks, and waterways
encountersd, Include bridge type, location, construction and con-
dition, Loc~ition of vehicular fording, ferrying, and swimming sites,

£, Determine the location of obstacles and barriers, both manmade and
natural,

w ——
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Determine the location and extent of field fortifications. Weapons
emplacements znd bunkers, mines, and booby traps.

Determine the location, types, and number of erew sized weapons,
(Special attention to artillery, heavy mortars and antiaireraft

Determine location and size of posdible HLZ's, Record all trails

-
h,
weapons) .
i.
not already indicated on the map,
ESSENTTAL ELEMENTS OF INFORMATION,

=

b,

Ce

Ee

Will the Viel Cong attack the HUE~PHU BAI TAOR? If so, when? Where?
In what str-.igth? With what units?

Will the Vieb Cong defend against USMC operations in Viet Cong held
or Viet Cong crmtrolled areas? If so, where? How? In what strangbh?
With what unts

What defenses will the Viet Cong employ in and around their combat
hamlets? (Special attention to their employment of automatic wea=-
pons and supporting arms, weak points/strong points in their defen-
sive system, sccret exits, hiding places for personnel and material,
and tunnel patterns,

Will the Viet (ong employ artillery or heavy mortars to shell or
support an attock upon the USMC position amd installations at HUE-PHU
BAI? If so, from what positions? When? On what targets? (Special
attention to howitzers, heavy mortars, antiaireraft guns, and other
large caliber weapons).

What are the road and bridge conditions and capacities?
What suitable helicopter landing zones exist in projected areas of

operations around the TAOR? What is the ¢capacity of these zones?
If vulnerable tc interdiction by ground fire, from what locations?

MEASURES FOR HANDT,ING CAPTURED PERSONNEL, DOCUMENTS AND MATERTIAL.

a. References (L) and (e), provide basic guidance in the handling of
captured perr ynnel, documents, and material.

b. Captured Per. »nnel,

(1) The term “"prisoner of war" will not be used in connection with
captives taken in counter-guerrilla operations against the Viet
Cong since the Viet Cong are not foreign nationals, and this is

42 [
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not a declared war. For operations in Vietnam, the term "Cap-
tive" wiil be-used in reference to all prisoners taken by Recon
Group Bravo elements, -

¢lassification of Captives. Due to the nature of counter-guer-

rilla operations and the environment in which the enemy is fourd,
captives taken in sweep operations will generally fall into one
of several possible categories. In referring to captives, they
will be elassified by the following definitions:

(a)

(b)

(e)

(a)

Viet Cong Captive (VCC), This term applies to members of
the Viet Cong forces, auxiliaries to those forces, or Viet
(evg cadre infilirated into RVN in any form or by any

o ans; spies, agents, or persons whe speak a North Vietna-
we3e dialect; and persons from other than North @r South
. :tnamy and any person taken captive while engaging in
combnt against any Recon Group Bravo elements, RVy, or
allied unit under any circumstances.

Yoer Important VOC. This term applies to important cap-
tives requiring flagging and special processing depending
on intelligence requirements. VCC congidered "very impor-
tant" include VC officers (platoon leaders and above),
inteligence agents, communications/crypto personnel,
district level or higher political (or finance, recruiting,
etc.), comissars of cadre. Very important VCC will be
redersined periodically,

Viet Cong Suspects (VCS). This term applies to collabor-
ators, accomplices or others taken captive whe, while not
direstly or conclusively known 10 have been engaged in
combat against Recon Group Bravo elements, RVN or allied
farces, are suspected of being Viet Cong, collaborators -
or accomplices by virtue of their unexplained presence or
actions in or near the scene of action between Recon Group
Bravc elements, RVN or allied forces and Viet Cong forces;
or who, although unarmed, are suspected of having taken part
ir such action and have been caplured in suwbsequent sweep
opsrations; or persons whose unexplained presence, behavior
or actions in or near Recon Group Bravo elements, RVN or
allied unit positions or facilities arcuses suspicion as

t~ their legal status and inftentions.

£+ 2r Indigenous Captives. This term applies to persons
e+-tured by Recon Group Bravo elements under uwnusual cir-
cumstances., Their status will generally be in question at
the time of capture cue to lack of identification, their
bein; encountered in an area of operations, or such other
circumstances that require further investigation in order
to clsar them. Often this includes aged men, women or

13 T
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chiidren.. These latter should not be categorized as VCS
unless there is firm evidence of hostile or suspicious
activity. They should not be indiecriminately evacuated
as VCS, The great majority of captives including suspects
are eventually cleared arnd returned to their villages.

PRailiers"., This term applies to those individuals not

enzaging in combat who voluntarily surrender and rally to
the csuse of the Government of the Republic of Vietnam
under the "Open Arms® or Y"CHIEU HOI® pollcy of the Viet-
nomese Govermment.

(3) Hamili:z Captives.

(a)

(b)

(e)

(d)

.41 captives taken by Recon Group Brave elements will b+
& corded firm, just; humane treatment at all times in
accovdance with the law of land warfare as derived from
custons and treaties, such as the Geneva Conventioni

Wr.ila the Viet Cong cannot be termed 'prisocners of war®,

25 afined by Article 4, Geneva Convention Relative to
Treatment of Prisoners of War, 1949, they will be treated
humanely in the manner prescribed therein.

Normal procedures in processing “prisonere of war" apply
to tne processing of captives taken in counter-guerrilia
operations in Vietnam. Extreme care must be taken to en~
sure that friendly or potentially friendly civilians taken
captive are not subjected to any treatment that might en-_
gendar a hostile attitude on thelr part teward y, S, RVE,

or Allied Personmel.

Handling of captives will be firm at zgll times, but will

not involve force beyond that necessary to defend against

or subdue resisting Viet Cong Captives or Viet Cong Suspects.
Captives will be led firmly, but gently when blindfolded.
Specral care must be exercised in the handling of captives
vho are blindfolded and tied when being moved or transpori-
ed to or from alreraft or wehicles. These captives are
helpless and must be assisted te prevent injury.

Vit Cong Captives and Viet Cong Suspeets will be bound in
& ch manner as to ensure they cannot escape or harm either
ir captors, guards, interrogators, or other captives.

= dings will ensure security bul will not be such as to
cut off bleod circulation, cub, injure, or otherwise cause
pain. Captives will not be trussed in any way that is,
could be, or may be, mistaken to be tortuocus.

A T
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5.

(%) Processiig Captives.

(2) A3l captives will be searched, segregated; tagged amd
evacaated through the intelligence chain as expediently’
as possible, Innocent civilians will be separated from
VC and VCS as quickly as possible.

{(b) Capcives taken by reconnaissance patrols working in support
of a battalion or regiment will be evacuated to the collec-
tion point.of the unit being supported. Captives taken
into custody during general support operations will be
evacuated to the collection point,

MAPS, CHARTS, A'D PHOTOGRAPHS.

a. Standard iv. srence maps will be utilized.

be Requests frr raps, charts, ard photographs, will be suomittel to
the S~2; Reecon Group Bravo.

6. COUNIER-INTELLIGENCE.
a. See references (b) and (c).
7. DREPORTS AND DISTRIBUTION.

a. Patrol reports will be prepared immediately upon completion of as-
signed reconnalssance mission. Platoon Leader, Platoon Sergeant,
end Team/Squad Leaders will report to S-2, Recon Group Bravo, for
debriefing,

b. A copy of all patrol reports will be forwarded to cognizant commanders,

/7 A4 /? - ("f/
“D. A. COLBY /
Major, U, S. Marine Corps
Commanding
DISTRIBUTTION:

Same as Opsraticr: rder 266.

15 o
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Reconnaissance Group Bravo
PHU BAT, RVN
T 7 April 1966

Amnex C (Fire Support Plan) to Operation Order 2-66

Ref: (a) Maps: VISTNAM, 1:50,000, AMS Series L701, Sheet numbers 6459 I,
IT; 6460 I, IT; 6461 IT; 6559 I, II, III, IV; 6560 IT, III, IV

Time Zone: H

1. SITUATION.
as Inemy Forces. Current INTSUMS,

b. Friendly Forccs.

(1) Artillery Support. 3rd Battalion, 12th Marines, or by a provie
sional unit assigned.

(2) Navel Gunfire Support. As would be assigned by Seventh Fleet.

(3) Air Support. As required by the 1st Marine Air Wing,

¢. Attashments/Jetachments, None.

2. KMISSEQK. Recors iissance Group Bravo effect coordination with supporting
arms and moni.v .o support to its umits in the field.

3. EXECUTION.

ae Artillery Suprort,

(1) Artillery support requests will be sent from the field via one
of two communications nets,

(a) The ronduct of Fire net direct to the hattery of guns cover-
ing tie patrols cperating area,

(b) Artillery Battalion Cmd net direct to artillery battalion FIC.

(¢} The reconnaissance net to the reccnnaissance liaison officer
in trs 4th Marines FSCC and then on to the apprepriate FDC,

(2) Artillery support requests will include the following:

(a) Identification of observer.

c-1 L
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(b) Iocction of target.

(¢) Description of target —- stationary or moving.
(d) Obscrver -- target azimuth,

(e) Type of ammunition.

(£) Typc of fuze.

(g) Con'ral,

Naval Gunfir: Support. When avallable, requests will be sent to the

reconnaissance liaiscon in the 4th Marines ¥SCC, The liaison will
submit the request to the Naval Gunfire Liaison Officer of the 4th

Marines,

Alr Supr .

(1) Rer:. .2 for airstrikes will be sent to the reconnaissance liaison
at the 4th Marines FSCC. The liaison will submit the request to
the Ailr Liaison Officer of the 4th Marines.

(2) Airstrike requests will include:

(2) Give location of target.

(b} Desc iption of target.

(c) Attz:k heading.

(d) Frieadly location will be marked with a red panel.,

(3) Helicopter requests for emergency pickup will be sent to the
reconnaissance liaison at the 4th Marines FSCC. The request
will be submitted to the Alr Liaison Officer of the 4th Marines,

(4) The helicopter request will include:

(a) ILoca.ion of landing zone,
(b) Tir= pickup is requééted,
(¢) How the landing zone will he marked.
(d) Whether the landing zone is secure.

(e) He- many helicopters can land in the zone.

«*" -
J . .

2 '_,
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(5) lendine mones will normally be marked with a red panel and with

yellow s:0kes :
L /éj { “f % (,/(/:/

" D, A. COLBY
Major, U, S. Marine Corps
Cormanding
DISTRIBUTION:

Same as Operation Order 2-66
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Reconnaissance Group Bravo
PHU BAT, RVN
H April 1966

Amnex D (Communications-Electronics) to Operation Order 2-66

Ref':

(a) Reconnaissance Group Bravo Op0 2-66
(b) 3rdMarDivC 02000.2D (COI)

Time Zone: H

1.

2.

SITUATION.

Qe

b,

Enerny forces.
(1) See ir-3x A (Intelligence) to Operation Order 2-66.
(2) The enc.y is capable of imitative deception and/or jamming.
Friendly force...
(1) See reference (a).
(2) Command Posts.
{(a) Ashore,

(b) Recon Group Headquarters -- YD 875132, Recon Platoons --
as directed. :

MISSION. Reconnaissance Group Bravo provide communications that require

the combined capabllities and support of lst Force Recon Co and Co "B, 3rZ

Recon Bn and resrmord to requests for commmications esuwpport from subordine
ate units .

EXECUTION,

a, Terminal Sta*ion. Receive all traffic from inserted platoons, or
relay if employed, and deliver immediately to the Reconnsissance
Watch Officer at the terminal station. Properly handle and transe
mit any outgoing itraffic.

b. Relav Statiosn<, Provide a continuous commmnications relay link

bztween ins. . .ed platoons and the terminal station. Maintain
copies of reinyed messages for 72 hours.

= Y
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ﬂ Reronnaiemansa Group Bravo
PIU BAT, RVN

21.0000 April 1966

Appendix 1 (Radio Callsigns, Switchboard Callsigns, and Frequencies) to
Annex D (Communications~Electronics) to Reconnaissance Group Bravo Operation
Order 2-66

Time Zone: H

1, RADIO CALISIGNS.

a. The following callsigns are available for use by Recon Group Bravo.
Those designated have been assigned as indicated.

VOICE
Assigned Spares
1st Force Recon Co ~ PUNCTUATE HONG KONG
uB* (o, 3rd Recon Bn ~ RATHOLE BRAVO PARTY LINE
1lst P1t, 3rd Recon Bn - RATHOLE IRCN HORSE FIELD CLERK
2nd P1t, 3rd Recon Bn ~ RATHOLE HOMERUN QUIZ GAME
3rd Flt, 3rd Recon Bn - RATHOLE LION GROUCHO MARX
4th P1t, 3rd Recon Bn - RATHOLE KEISO GAY WINGS

1st P1t, 1st Force Recon - NIGHT STICKER
2nd P1t, 1st Force Recon - PRIMNESS

3rd Pl%, 1lst Force Recon - GALLEON

4th P1t, 1lst Force Recon -~ HATEFUL

5th Plt, lst Force Recon - KILIER KANE

40}
1st Force Recon Co - RD6P
uB! Co, 3rd Recon Bn - 8104

2. SWITCHBLADE CATISIGNS.

a. The fellewing switchboard callsigns have been assigned and may be
reached from the "AFTERGLOW" (4th Marines) switchboard.

1st Force Recaon Co =~ INDIAN SUMMER
XB®* Co, 3rd Recon Bn - ST, JOE BRAVO

-1 —
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c. Artillery Suprort Communications., See Annex C (Fire Support).

d. Alr Suppert Communications., See Annex € (Fire Support).

e, @Coordinating "astructions.

(1) Radio.

(a) All stations will maintain contimous 24 hour watch on
circuits.

(b, ®©iatoons will cheok in immediately upon insertion, -

{¢) r.atoons will call in sightings as they occur; otherwise,
& OitRep every one hour,

(d) Pricr to insertion, platoons will be briefed on reporis
required and communications.

(2) Visual. See Amnex C (Fire Support).

L, ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.

a. See reference i(a), Paragraph 4.
b. Resupply for terminal and relay station available from this Headguarters.

e. Emergency repair service available for terminal and relay station

from this Headquarters.
"D. A. COLBY /

Major, U, 5. Marine Corps
Commanding

APPENDIXES ¢

1 Radio Callsigns Switchboard Callsigns, and Frequencies

DISTRIBUTTON:

. Same as QOperation Order 2-66

D-2 L
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3. RADIO FRECUFICIS.

a. The following radio frequencies are available for use within Recon
Group Bravo. Those designated have been assigned as indicated.

ASSIGNED USAGH FREQ DESTGNATCR
Division Recor (P) 2452 M-21
(5) 2056 Maty
3rd Recon Bn Cmd (P) 3148 M4.58
(s) 563.7 M-136
3rd Recon Bn TAC (P) 39.35 M-362
(s) 451 Mehi2l
1st Force Reccn Cmd 2u64 M-22
"B Co, 3dReconBn Cmd (P) 2356 M-18
(s) 41.55 ¥r387
1st Force Rec o Air/Grd 246.5 M-526
Recon Repartin: 38.7 M~357
Recon Repnartirz 39 .4 M-363
Recon Reportiir: 47.5 M-440

Recon Reportir ’ 50.5 M-462

Iy, The reassignment of ecallsigns to platoons within the Recon Group will be

made only by the Commanding Officer. //4 .
7 j 2y
W’ ’;/ {,ﬁfff/ t.t;

D. A. COLBY //
Major, U. S. Marine Corps
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION:

Same as Operation Orlsr 2-66
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Reeonnaissance Group Bravo

PHU BAI, RVN
¥ April 1966

Am.ax E (Reports) to “eration Order 266
Ref: (a) 3rdMarDivC 3100.1A w/change #2

Time Zone: H

1. Reports sent from inits in the field will be in accordance with Anpen-
dix 1 (Spob Report Tormat) and Appendix 2 (SALUTE Report Format),

2. The codewords used .y patrols in the field will be in accordance with
Appendix 3 (Codewor.is),
/ 7

o 7 ,’/ ’ 6//
%“ﬁ {Lagpf At ?/
D. A. COLBY

Major, U. S. Marine Corpd
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION:

Same as Operation Crder 2.66
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Reconnaissance Group Bravo

PHU BAT, RVKN
) April 1966

Appendix 1 (5pct Re ort Format) to Annex E (Reports) te Operation Order 266

Ref: (a) 3rdMarDiv 3100.1A w/ehange #2

Time Zone: H
SPOT REPORT
ALPHA UNIT REPORTING
BRAVO IOCAL DIG
CHARLIE TOCATION (6 place cocrd)
DELTA : INCIDENT
ECHO ACTION TAKEN AS A RESULT OF DELTA
FOXTROT FRIENDLY KT4A
GOLF FRIENDLY WIA
HOTEL FRIENDLY MIA
INDIA VC KIA
JOLIET : VC WIA
KIT1O VGO
TIMA VGS
MIKE WEAPONS CAPTURED
NOVEMEER EQUIPME.'N‘I‘ DOCUMENTS CAP’FIF‘CEID
/ / '4/ «/x 4
D. 4. COLEY '
Major, U, 3, Marine Corps
Commanding
DISTRIBUTION:

Same as Operaticn Order 2-66
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Reconnaissance Group Bravo
PHU BAT, RVN
" April 1966

Afgendix 2 (SALUTE Re:ort Format) to Amnex E (Reports) to Operations Order
2~-66 .

Time Zone:; H
SATUTE REPCRT
S o= Size
L -~ Activity
L -~ Location
U == Unit
T w— Time

E -~ Equipment
Breakdown of the SALUTS'format of reporting,

S m= Size = The numoer of objects reported on; such as the number of men
in a patrol, the number of boats in a river, the number of
houses in a village, etc.

A = Activity ~- Bxz:tly what is happening at the time of report.

L —~ Iocation ~- Report the exact location (coord) of the activity at the
tirz of report.

U w= Unit ~- First, determine if the unit is friendly or ememy. This can
usually be determined by their uniform. It is normally dif.
ficult .o determine whzt unit the enemy belongs to, so this
segment of the report will usually consist of the enemy's
uniform.

T w~ Time -~ The exzsct time the activity is sighted.

E ~~ BEquipment -~ Leave nothing out, include what weapons and equipment

the enemy has.
// /’

D. A. COLBY
Major, U. S. Marine Corps
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION: Same as Operation Order 2-66
251 -
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CONFIDENTIAL Reconnaissance Group Bravo
FHU BAI, RVHN
April 1966

Appendix 3 (Code Words) to Annex E (Reports) to Operaticon Order 265 (MNO4ALJ

Time Zone; H

1. The following code words will be utilized in all tactical radio transe

missions.

Meaning - Codeword
Harbor Site SWITCHBLADE
Cbservation Post GUITAR
Ambush WATERCAN
KIA SCOTCH
WIA BOURBON
MIA ‘ BEER
Med Evac PETER RABBIT
Egtraction PEANUT BUTTER
Reinforcement AJAX

2. Commanders must supervise their radio operators in the use of the above
words. Frequently the meaning of the codeword will he compromised by
too great detail in transmission. For Instance: "We have reached our
night SWITCHBLAD® and will remain here until 0800 tomorrow®, It is
apparent you are in a night harbor site and this is just the informa-
tion you wart tc eep from the VC, The same information can be con-
veyed, "SWIICHELADE down 1.2, right 0.7", and no compromise will result.

A //

“D. A. COLBY
Major, U, S. Marine Corps
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION:

Same as Operation Order 2-66
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ﬁ; copy /R ot Fhcorites
‘ : Reconnaissance Group Bravo

PHU BAI, RVN
242200 H April 1966

Operation Order 6-66

Ref: {a) Map; VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheet number 6460 II, Series L701

(b) Recon Group Brave Op0O 2-66

Time Zone: H

Task Organization: Provisi-n21l Coriguy Major COLBY
3rd P1t, lstForReoonCo 1s5tLt HENDERSON
4th P1t, lstForReconCo Sgt  HAFERKAMP
5th Plt, lstForReconCo lstLt PAULL
FO Team

1. SITUATION.

2,

2. Enemy., See Patrol Report, 4th Platoon, lst Force Reconnaissance
Company 4td 24 April 1966.

b, Friendly.
(1) Artillery: 1/4 DS Artillery.

(2) Air: FPFixed wing on station for insertion and retraction.
MISSION. Recovery.

EXECUTION.

a. Concept. Land by helicopter at 250830H vicinity of YD 5582;% (one
helicopter 1Z) with one recon platoon followed by the command party,
3rd Platoon and last recon platoon. Move east to N-S5 trail, then
north along trail to recovery point. Move in same order south to re-
traction point vicinity YD 566234. Retract by helicopter about
251800H . ¢

b. 4th Platoon. Land first, secure LZ for remsinder of foree, lead force

to vielnity of contact and recover body., lead force back to retrac~
tion zone,

c. Jrd Platoon.

(1) Move as main body with cormand.grom,

E wpelosor:z (1)
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(2) Be prepared to react to contacts at any point of the force,

d. 5th Platoon. Provide rear guard force.

ADMINTSTRATTION AND TOGISTICS.

a. Resupply: None,

b, Evacustion and hospitalization: Serious cases evacuated by heli-
copter to VA" Medical.

¢. Transportation: By helicopter initially then by foot,

d. Uniform: Utilities with jungle boots N/A. Flack jackets and hel-
mets optional.

e, Prescribed lcad: Basic allowance and one bandolier for each man,
2l rounds/M-79. One M-72/recon team, 3 grenades/man,

COMMAND AND COMMUNTCATIONS~-EIECTRONICS.

a. One AN/PRC-25 per plaocon, 2 AN/PRC-25's for command group.

b. Freguenecies and callsigns.

(1) Command Group: PUNCTUATE.

(2) 3xi Platoon: GALLEON.

(3) 4th Platoon: HATEFUL.

(#) 5th Piatoon: KILLFR KANE.

(5) Company Command: 39.4.

(6) Recon reporting: 38.7.
c. Command Posts: Initially in trail of 4th Platoun,
de Thrust ILine; Y -~ 55235y T -~ 5722,

e, Authentication: Challenge -~ girls name; Answer -~ Eastern state.

DECLASSIFIED
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f. Shackle: @ 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ¢
C H AL BEXUZEOGDJ
I ONPPFPF M QTVW
S Y R
U X ,
Z. ’_l" "
'~.'./ //
D. A. COLBY
Major, U. S, Marine Cor

Commanding
| ANNEY:
A Operatliens Overlsay
DISTRIBUTION:

Conmarding O073c
First Sergeant
Intelligence I1stiRC
Opergtions 1stFRC
2/1 5-3

220th Aviation Co
HMM-163

3/12 8-3

4th Mar S-2

4th Mar S5-3

1/1 8-3

1/4 8-3

3/4 §-3

AO

ALO

FSCC

"B" Co Recon Bn 5-3
Command Group
3rd Plt

4th Plt

5th Plt

DWO

Radio Log
Div Ge3

Div G~2

W
o{»—w—awpmz\smtouf—*HHHHH;—JHHHHH\nPHm
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CONFIDENTIAL ' Reconnaissence Group Bravo
PHYJ BAI, RVN
2420000 April 1066
lap Sheet 6460 IT

Annex A (Operations Overlay) to Operation Order 6-66

26

59

B Yoy it A St tusaa——

No fire line or zone

#%
) o, 7764
/é,[:_c‘ /f&&:vuﬁ P

aJ/ el 11
DECLASSIFIED



4,

5.

DECLASSIFIED

rrag order 30-66 (Y @0 255: cories
Patrol: 1lst Plt, 1lst ForReconCo 1st Force Recon Go
Detriefer: S55gt G. A. KOCH PHU BAT, RYN

Map Sheet: 6560 III 16%8315H April 1966
PATROL REPORT

ST¥B, COMPOSTTION, AND EQULPMENT:

" a. Composition: (13) Enl (1) USN.

n, Sneeiazl Attachments: done..

¢. Commnications Equipment: (2) AN/PRU-25.
d. Oheervaticn Ejwipment: (3) 7X50.

e. Speclal Fquipment: None,

i

fo Sveniid Yeancno: {2) Glaywore Mines,
xr F

MITSIONs  Tordart continuous recomaissance/surveilanee oporations in
RZ 2., Dotermine and report all enemy moverent in thal area.

TIME OF DEPARTURE/RETURN: 121800H/161830H spwil 1956,

"ROUTE; See patrol route overlay. -

OBSERVATION OF ENEMY AND TERRATN:

a. Synopsis: 92 hours of patrolling and observation resulted in 96
civilians sightings. Largest group sighted were 11 men. No equip-
ment or weapons were observed, No contact was made by this patrol,
no casualties encountered.

b. Inemy:

(1) 140832H (YD 734110) observed eight men walking west, They had
on white whirts, black PJ's with straw hats. No equipment was
observed,

(2) 140834H (YD 739106) observed three men working in the rice
field. Uniform white shirts, black shorts and straw hats.
A1l of them were cubting grass,

(3) 1412240 (YD 713106) observed five men resting on ground. All
had on black PJ's and had large bags of rice,

1 g
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(5)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)
(14)

(15)

(16)

DECLASSIFIED

1413198 (YD 732107) observed thres move irto a draw. Two had
on blue shirts with blosk bottoms, One man had Pl's. All
had straw hats, No equipment was cbserved. *

1413200 (YD 732107) observed five men in a small boat approxie
mately 20 feet long, heading upstream. Observed one small
box in the boat. Three had white shirts, two with none. All
wore straw hats, No weapons observed.

1414450 (YD 72310%) observed three men in boat heading east
dowmstraam, Two wore straw hats and black Puv's, one with no
hat g whiie shirt, It was observed the toal was dragging
bamboo bahing 1t.

)L 1428308 YD 730104) observed two rei in a small boat heading

weet vnstream.  Both woré black shorie and white shirts.

]5080uﬁ {Y3 731085 cbserved one man anl (5) children walking
baidnd o tt & 1n a wauthwest dlruat¢cn, Ail wore black PJ!s
S0 ST ey =
AT YD 725105) obssrved two went in boat heading east downe
uurean; A1L had black shorts and white shirts. Ne equipment
was obsarved.

yrking i the fleld.
5y Sax wore PJis.
1

1507)#1-{ (YU 746110) observed elsver men w
baerTad,

=%)
Five wore write shirts and black trouscrs
All wore straw hats, No equipment e <

15091C¢H (YD 757115) observed two men working in the rice field.
Black PJ's, arnd straw hats., No equipmert observed.

1509348 (YD 742108) observed two men standing next to a tree.

Uniform black PJ's and straw hate, No equipment coserved. It
apreared they were gathering fire wood.

1508500 (YD 741109) Four men were observed just standing around.
No equipment observed.

150900H (YD 762124) observed five men working in the rice field.
Uniform black PJts,-no equipment observed.

1500028 (YD 763113) observed five men in rice paddy. They had
on white shirts, black P{'s and siraw hats. No equipment or wea-
pons were observed.

1514150 (YD 784116) cbserved five men standing in yard, Uniform
was black PJts. No equipment or weapons were noted.

2 CONFIDENTTAL
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(27) 151540H (YD 778103) observed three men going in a souﬁ‘
direction. All wore black PJ's. No weapons or equipment was
noted,

(18) 151550H (YD 741103) observed twe men in boat on river bank,
Both were dressed in white shirt and black sherts, No equip-
ment or weapons were observed,

d. Terrain:

(1) The terrain in general is covered with heavy overgrown ele-
phant grass, This grass grows as high as six feet. The
Jungle canopy is up to 60 feet high. The brush is intermingled
with vines and thorn bmshes. Travelling through this terrain

is wvery difficult. The average distance covered by patrol was -

400 - 500 meters an hour,
(2) There were no map corrections,

d. Hther Inforriuvion.

(1) During 12 tc 16 April a small tractor was observed at coord-
inates YD 746116. This tractor had a small trailer behind it.
It was used by people in the rice field. This cbservation
appeared very unusual to the patrol leader.

(2) The SONG HOU TRACH River was used moderately by small bnats
during the day and night. Some boats observed have four and
five people in tthem.

(3) During the time the patrol was on the OP at YD 750088, they
heard what appeared to be a motor of some sort. This motor
was heard every morning and evening for approximately % hour
each time, It could not be established from where the sound
came. It appeared to have come from a northeast direction
about 4,000 to 5,000 meters away.

6. BESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE EWEMY: None.

7« CONDITION OF THE PATROL:

a., Morale: Goods

b. Physical condition: Good.

8. CONCLUSICHS AMD RECOMMENDATIONS

&% Recommendation.

Y.oorowws o oo L I Sad Bh
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(1) Recommend overflight prior to insertion of patrols into the
objective area.

(2) A large amount «2 water shouid be taken on petrols, since there
is no water to be found on any of the hils.

be Conclusions. None.

M. E. RUNNELIS
gyt B

- “EBRIETERS COMMENTS CR RECOMMENDATIONS: FKone.

o0 0
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“ Patrol Route Overlay “

Map Sheet 656U III

1.:50,000

1st Plt, 1lst Force Recon Co,

Frag Order 33-66 d
12-16 July 1966 e
OySegt M. E. Runnells

11 yd

L%

O HLZ
L 0P
—3» Route of Patrol

Vi

zy’Mlq
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Frag Order; 32.60
Pavrol:

Copyf, cfRébroples.
S5th P1lt, 1st Force Recon Co eeonnaldaance Group Bravo

Debriefers £3GT, LOCH PHU BAL, RVWN

Map Sheet: 6460 T

1,

201G00H April 1966

STZ8, GUMPCSITION, AND EQUIPMENT:

Composition: (1) off (I4) enl (1) USH.
Special Attedhments: Nore,

Comrunicaricns Equipment, {2) A/PRO-Z5te
(oserwetion Banipments (1) 8X230, (2) 7150,
Spreial Toulipment:  Wniea.

Sracial Weuprms: (1) MATG.

LMoy Gonddrt reconn tissante patrolling ana sweveilance cperailons

LT witn rarticuler sttertion o trail network and roadse in the vic-
1ty of YC 6795, TLetermine and report zil ensry movement in that area.

TER OV _JFFAPTURE/RETMY. 1517009 27i845E.

1 Ses pabrol soute cverley,

OBSFRVATLCN OF FRAN AND TaBRATN: .
£, 2o ds: 319 wowss of par ro.?‘im aryd chaserveltions reculted Zn

0r.3 r’vmw‘-, witin sn e Aaobyy o W f:x w50 Génaaioad, YO wera heard
flofe By ihe plate ., s larwg sirhedag was mede of about 50 to
LG TG and ona c';gi’»i.rg cf 5 V0w tindie

MDY
(1) AC2OCH £¥0 B5N.2100 ihe patrol bzt Z to 3 Vebnasese walking
oG halvingy, hase yeople were woving south nlong the SONG 20

Alvet, We.wptas wnd equipment vag nol okserved.

TUI50H (Yo 572675 the pa*ro’ noard 2 19 4 peodle mevirg
{2t & o
thitough the juigle spoeccxinab:ly 105 weters away from the (P's

civion, Lo equipment wae oLgerved bacause of darlmess,

"»‘ r—(.

Brave

[Foelosvne 03}

R "
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CONFTDENTIAL

(3, 1BO700: departed this locction. At 1314508, made contact with
an egtimated 5 VC at YD 547216, This was a charce encounter.
the VO came from the rear of the platoon. The rear point saw
one VG and possibly the second ons from a distance of 4 feet.
The rear point fired 16 rouwnds ef fully automatic M-14. In-
vestigation revealed thal tihe first VC was shot and wounded by
& roune thet Mit hie weapen and knecked it out of his hands.
iha ss¢ovu man was slso shot and nit at least wiiGe, be vas
killed. FHis body was checked by Ist Lt PAULL ard confirmed
csie Tals VG had oa black F's and Ho Chi Minh sandals. No
dovvmerts were found cn him, This bady was left laying on

“the trail., The pairol investigated the frail *further down
Faft the body and heard ncise, Then moaning w3s heard and a
contlmious treil »f “icod wee folicwed, The vatrol coutinued
gom the trail to tr; to cagtare *his wounded YC, After about
! 1 yards, they vere fired wion by one VI with an aubomutic
Viapdile  The pairol rcturned €ire snd beoke comtact. From
thic encounter 1 VU KIA Lody acvmi, ard one Wil

Sy 20330k 1D 542233% bsarved 5 V3 with swall arms, wandform
wal olank PJ's and Riaki, Thare YO were mwving scuth, Tao
antushes were atterpied for tuese VO bub both times the Vo
funlw o shcr vp. ' !

) 200800H (YD 5%7232) *he platoon was ve v ored s -k Ta when
tue placcon - spotted 30 to 40 ¥C rewing sorin through a
saddle, The vzteol leader requestad thot he VC be taken under
Hra by o~ HTE, Oue uemver of the platocn fired £ magaszines
of tracer Y-lh in the lirsetlion of the VO position 1o mevk the
turget Jor thy HIIE'e. The TWE%s *och the ¥C wndar firs. No
evtiuete ol VO sasualiles could be mado.  4lL of the VO were
oveervau to be ¢arrying WIIRIS, TVpes unkronm,

~ e e )
T3NS

M
Yo

“he tesraln woversd din the objsctive srea 13 eonsid-
1 £ '

yos o arondnal pedn foves’,
(2) Moy Cosrestime: Sse overlaw,

e Cluer Inderactacn,

{1} ™Me large Lral wes picksa o 2% soordinales 550218, This 4rail
as ngpromaamely 3 facl wils and ena rot be observed from the
Er. This Yredl was headily uwsed. The trail was foliowed for
wID-eximacely 1,000 meters o cooviinates 54921%. Tt was ob-
sermved thal cle irafl ves vsed us resent as 6 hours before.

~ [P
- s, e 1}
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{2) A emall Catholic r; ‘he i located on hill 350 in grid square
5521. 1L wes interesting Lo note that no trails were leading
an o L%,

(3) A old 7*.2?'301' site was loasted on nill 548 in g-id sguare YD
5,21, .Pis site bad not ocenwselfor ot leayv 4 months. This
“ainer site is about 40 yaids wide by 500 ymods Jeag. It had
% tovel o7 £ Lo T0% ennemslmernt from r,be atp. :

(%) A recue 1y was atberntog ab UD 5202072 and L6 was wnsuccessful
Ave te Lha fast lhab a water.hayg was dropned {rom 2 bakghi of
A( feah, Yhis watarhag brcke with the lmpact ol the growdd,
HES R 3 :‘es:mpl_v miesion &% a iater tinme was sSaccessivl.

5. 'W*f.ff '3".5 O :M‘OI TheRs T I'L'Ei'i 1 V0 Ky - nody ocun®, 1 VO Wil -
biars sbavrs on Lha twid

Z. COTYUIOR OF PAVRGL: Morsle exelleaty eumiition, good,

3.0 PCMWETSTIONE ALD TEOCMMLNOLTTONT

e oomeniationa; Thal pat trle inyelive
T eelally dlcag wiga girual, e Tim

v

i aew of o welter,

A in ondv movemert, no 07,
ted th thres days vecause of

b, an pehbeol ahoadd have at lozse 2 hours dwisg rovewnnt to cheek in
Lo an 02 it wodd ke desarabla to check ia every houwry Curding move~
@ert, mere “ims i needad to resch an ideal Incation on high ground
o gau guod eourmnitoatiors,

U

Cco Binommend theb a natrcl be insertod ot o lecscicn close by a known
Vo rorte or inYiitiation routs, Insert.on shouvll be made pricr to
Aark =5 tha* ths watvol nas tlse te reack its wnoush sight during.
daylight howrs, ¥ chould be exornoted rishi after first 1ight,

g~

e '_:::‘;1"0"118"'()1’"3’ i o .-’,'f de act Live L the kigh ground. Most of the
[ osltiiAity 35 fourkd ot the low mionsd. Toey mgy use the higp
gy’ oer travel purpofed iy,
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COLCFTDF’\I NLTAL

cag Order; 33-66

Patrol: 1st Plt, Co B, 3rd Rscon B

Debriefer: LT CASSTOY
Map: VISTNAM: NMap Siest 660 TL:

Co of g} copies
Reconnaissance Group Bravo
PHU BAI, RVN

20220GH April 1966
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€. OBSERUATION OF TH: E4FYL AND IFRRATN:

a. 803¢CT (YD 74€1073) eivling 1€ men in bLoat, They were dressed in
Dlask ard vhite Pi's and calve ats. Men appeared to be milling in

“he araa

a ard rossibly digting. ko weapens could be obsaerved due to

.
WISLIoTLE

S LY wen ia boal mevirg norih on ziver to land at
T sy wore drsesad In black Pdts. No wespors could be

-

rareving ov 2eis ot side of teail at YW 737115. They

P tlack Losusers. tan shdves, smd cotile nets,

l' 'y

wo iR TE Lt 0 rives TN T4NI13. Mo

s.ghoed 33 boals ooving north on rivee at YD 7G120.  The

ware el soread ovi. A womel of 30 men were observed in boats

Lo Y r 2T ant woolfe hatbs.

CGoMEY i a0t ornling a.en on rMver st YD TO3CG8.  They were

“hoheath ao wetee oJte and wodtds Toces,  The boet mooured ab
a0 PeLrr 4 0 WENLark Mo snd 3argo on g wrall located

: el W cueevvablien st regeive 2 or 3
DF spelr a3 Idre Trom YO T304,

23 en deledirried Pol™ ard moved 1rest to group of housas

fre Ty were bieow and white P7's, ac weap.ns vizible,

8ooen 1:1;105,-'1" 2 cargo and largs basiksea, =t D 70105,

e dresiced ta bl"‘"l( PJ‘N,, Ohe ian arsesced 76 he carrying
Vol rerr oie Saruiler LSTHNLE uF yr* e fdemtlrertion,
,jn
Ry CIEL L s ~oluity of zrid cquare
. Hoats warge, eruhough waapons could not
A ovmatds T e Gan ondplon of thi abrol leader that the river
Uosd A rouuray ronle Jor B Yo
Cuaororia vty Ter Miemal oon o L wEo0CL Oy .
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TE0PS0H g 1ive misiion was 2alled on 3 VC unloading vice from a

et &t YD ’)3]1.(1)4 W le adjusting artillery the VO left the lo-
wom huriadly. o Cadarge estimnte made. 4 rounds of HE were
eXerded,

FIGLOSM g fime misenom culaw on b VO et YD 725510~ The VO were

rrucsd g wath apprarad o De mes taes, One of them appeared to

Faoce s v w3anon, D roands of HI ware Pxpﬂrd"u No damege
T em e o wde, Yy wothdrew prios b fimier £on Ly

e e aetad at T PekdOn V0 airavafi), YD PA3090 (2 aircrafo),
e Y803 12 airomeltt,
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COUTTIENTZAL

7. ZOFDITION OF TeTRCL: Morale, cutetarding: physical condition, good.
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Debriefing of Corporal De R, FOSTER

At approximately 19.S00H April 1966, the platoon was seb up on an OF,
The platoon was short on water so the Flatoon Commander, 1lstlt W, T.
Henderson decided to send seven men after waber., The Platoon Communder
took charge of this detall and we departed to coordinates YD 821003,
We walked due cast for approximately 70 meters. when we came to a 75%
drop. At this point we replenished our water and departed into the
direction of the Lase camp, A&fter a short distance, we came upon a large
trail, This tra'.. was approximately 6 to 8 feet wide, the foundation

of whicl: was solid rock. On both sides of the trail, the brush
was very tlick anc the jungle canopy apyroximately 50 feet hiphe Cbe
gorvation of this trail camnot be made made from the air cue to fae 07w
sity of the canopy overhaeds After the detail resched this traily we
moved upon it towards the OP mitecfor approximately 20 meters when we
reached a bende I sy the scoub oub in front of the main body and cbe
served a second bend just 10 meters awmy. At this point, I heard voices
(time 1615 to 1630H), The voices came from what anpeared to be 3 mers
(Debricfers Cormen®: This is the opinion of the scout based on actual
sighting of 3 VCIs). T immediately contacted the detail of this and
infarmed them to back upe We withdrew up the trail for aboub 30 meters
when the platoon cormander gave the order, "If theret!s moro than I of
them, let them pass, if less than L, get themts At the safic time I
heard the Tieutenant give another order which sounded like, “threc mon
move to one side of tne trail and the other four move on the spposite
side"s The first 3 wore designated as to what side to take cover, A1l
of us moved to the gide of the road designated. Myself nnd two men on
the Iicutenantts sido, were in position, but-the V¢ must have heard brush
russling on the opposite side, At this time s the VC were close by and
were warned by the noisc of the brushe One of the VC challenged the patrol
in Vietnamesc (English translation of the challenge is "Stop, raisec your
hands"), At this time, Corporal WHITE opened fire with one round from
his M=l and I obscrved that the first VO was hit. This Ve dropped to
the ground, scrozwing and no movement was observed from him afbter that,
Only 3 VC werc observed by me up wmbil that pointe As soon as the first
shot was fired, the two that were still standing opened up, which soundod
like antomatic firc, From tho first initial volley, of fire by the VC s L
observod that Lance Corporal ROGY was hit bub could not debermine how
badly. At this i ent, all hell broke loosc, with grenades and small
orms fircs A burss of fire camg close by me so I took cover. The initidl
fire fight lasted approximately 35 seconds, After a minube or twao, T
looked up and saw that I was by myself, Just after all was silent, T
hecard one VC runniin~ back towards the direction from which they originee
ally camoc. He was jelling something that I could not understand, Tt
appearcd to me that ho wenb back to warn other VC that may be corting
up from the reare One half hour after the fight, I heard ome group of
two to ten, posslbly more, VO talking and beating the brush all around,
rees I was never discovered . and never acbually
sighted any of them. The sounds of the VC being present were heard all

o e Enclosure (1)
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that day end all through the night, uvp wtll I heord the helos fly over=
hoad about 1100 on .20 April 1966, I departed my hiding place o find

o suitable loeatior teo signal the helos. First T used my yellow snocko
and then sicnalled by firing my Me79 gremade launchers After 15 minutbes,
recovery was acco »lished by one H=3l using o holst,

Y
»

Description of the VC observed prior to the fircfighte

A1l threc of the VC sighted wore dark green uniforms., I was unablse to
observe their hoadpear and the type of shoes they were wenring due to

the obstruction of the brush. The first onc was obscrved tc have Honger
type susponder strops and a U.S. type carfridge belt with one ChiCom grene
ade stuck bebween his belt and trouserse. Also, he had & general purpose
bag hanging from his belt, possibly filled with armo,

Only one weapon was identified by Copcral FOSTER, that was the wezpon
from the first VC, It was a French Te5mm rifle ML936 (1iS«36).

Pl 0,3 0T

Coporaly U, S, Marine Corps
Platoon Scoub

Additional comments by debriefer:

Corporal FCSTER stated that the time betweon contact with the VC and
the breaking of conbach was 35 seconds. The cctual time fron first c o

>

tact until contact was broken wes aprroximately 20 minubese

G. Ao KOCH
Staff Sergeant U. 8, Marine Corps
Debricfer

B, - Enclosure (1)
Gd
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 COHERMNETAT,
Operation Order: 6-86... _
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S Gop of @opies

Patrol: Provinedel Company — Reconngissance Group Bravo
Debriefer: SSGT %,A. KOCH PHU BAI, RVN
Map Sheet: 6460 IT 2324000 April 1966

PATRCOL REPCRT

2-

3.

5e

SIZE, COMPOSITION, AND EQUIPMENT:

a. Size end corposition: (4) off, (35) enl, (3) USN.
b. Special Attachments: (1) FO Team.

c. Communications Equipment: (5) AN/PRC-25's.

d. Observation Equipment: (3) 7X50's, (2) 6X30's.
e, Special Equipment: None.

f. BSpecial Wezpons: None.
MISSION: Recovery,

TIME OF DEPARTURE/RETURN: 250820/251845H April 1966.

ROUTE: See patroli route overlay.

OBSERVATION OF ENCMY AND TERRAIN:

a. Synopsis: During the 8 hours of movement to and from the objsctive
area, ~ne enmy ccntact was made with 3 VC. The primary mission
was accomplisked by recovering the body and returning it to "An
Medical. Four heal casuaities were evacuated to "A" Medical.

b. ZInemy: 4 two man security was set up =hout 50 yards frém the
base camp. This sccurity was overlcoking the trail at YD. 563224
when one of the members observed 3 VO sbout 50 yards from their
position moving north on the trail. All of the, VC had on khaki
uniforms with Ho Chi Minh sandals and bush covers. A4ll carried
large ARVN type rucksacks. One man had a US Carbine and one had
a ChiCom submachinegun Type 50. The other V('s weapon was not
determined, Approximately 10 rounds of M-79 ammunition wepe fired
at the VC. When the first round landed, the VC started to run
away into the brush, It is unknown if the VC received any cas-
ualties. .

HBN@LA U,J,F E;H _‘__1___ wg (e
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Terrain:

(1) The terrain was covered with heavy underbrush but there were
some open SpotS.. In the valleys, large trees were encount-
ered with the canopy up te 60 feet,

(2) Map Corrections: None abserved.

Other Information:

(1)

(2)

No artillery missions er air support was requested in support
of this mission,

The 4th Platoon was designated the point of the main body,
with Sgt WHITFIELD's team at point. They arrived at the old
ambush site at YD 557218. The main body set up base camp at
the bottom of the objective area., The 4th Platoon found one
set of binoculars and one spotter scope left behind the day
before at the ambush site, The spotter scope was completely
demolished from what appeared to be artillery support or the
airstrike that had been called in the previous day. The point
moved into position where the VC had been in the ambush of the
day before, This arep was searched and five locations were
found where the VC had been sitting during the ambush. Three
of these positions had expended cartridges, about 20 to 30
rounds of 7.62mm. These cartridges are the exact size of a

- ChiCom 7,62mm Assualt Rifle, Type 56. In all three of these

positions, blood stains were seen and marks where the bodies

_or _wounded were dragged away through the brush, At the ofher

two locations, expended ChiCom 7.62mm carbine type 53 or 56
were fournd, It is eatimated that about 15 to 20 rounds were
at these locations. No blood stains or drag marks were

seen at these last two positions., A short distance wway,

a small open spot was located. At this spot a large blood
puddle was on the ground. However, the security element did
not investigate the area any further due to heavy underbrush
throughout the area.

Sgt HAFERKAMP located SSGT HALL's body and it was noted that
the Body was in its exact position as last seen by him the
previous day. The only thing urusual was that both SSGT HAILLS
watch and ring were missing. Prior to moving the body, a

rope was tied around its arm and then pulled for 6 yards.

This was to ensure that it was not booby trapped. After this,
the body was placed in a poncho. It was difficult to carry

it through the thick brush, A rope was then tied around the
legs and was pulled through the brush and down a steep slope
for sbout 150 meters, where a large bomb crater was reached.

|

.
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They waited at this point for one hour until the helos arriv-
ed. One H-34 hovered over the crater and lowered a basket

in which the body was placed and tied in. He was pulled up
approximately 20 to 25 feet when the basket broke appart and
SS5GT HALL's body fell to the ground. The line was lowered ————
again and the body was strapped into the basket securely,

The body was pulled up again to a haight of about 50 feet when
the main hoist strap broke and the basket with the body fell
to the ground, After this incident, the helo departed the
location since it was impossible to hoist the basket into the
aircraft, The body was carried by the platoon down the

steep cliff to the HLZ approximately 200 meters away. They
arrived at the HLZ with no further incident. Five to ten
minutes later, the helos arrived and pickup of the body,

and the 3rd and 4th Platoons, was accomplished.

(3) lost gear dus to ambush initiated by the Viet Cong:

2 7%50 binocculars

1 AR-15 with approx 400 rds ammo

1 ARVN type rucksack with contents (unknown)
2 Frag grenades

12 magazones for the AR-15

1 diving watch, US issue

1 personal ring, approx value — $250,00

1 complete set of web gear

6., RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: VC casualties, unknown; no
friendly casualties.

7. GONDITION OF PATROL: Morale, good; condition, good.

8, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: None.

gl

é?eggiw§K§%§f6254;4£2wmawfﬁ”ﬁ

Sergeant, U. S. Marine Corps
Platoon leader

ADDITIONAL, COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER:

a. Expended brass cartridges found at the ambush site were returned
and compared with previous weapons and ammunition captured, These
cartridges were clecked and are from weapons as indicated in
paragraph 5d(2).

b. All hoists, 1ifts, and baskets, straps and ropes, should have a /S5 #
periodical maintenance overhaul on all helos. It is apparent ~g§§¢?
that this was not done on this aircraft. / gﬁﬁ%ﬁ'

- .
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0. In view of the location of blood stains and drag marks.a$ three
locations and one large blood pulidle, it is estimated that the
possibility exists of up to & VC KIA {possibly).

d. The body of SSGT HALL was not searched since his wallet, C0YI, and
other items were found in his pockets,

e, An airstrike and artillery was called in shortly after the pla-
‘boons withdrawal from the ambush position the previous day. This
could have been the reascn why the VC did not search the body.

NOTE

This Patrol Report should be used in close conjunction with the Pate
rol Report of Operation Order 1-66, dated 2u42345H April 1966, Lwh
Platoon, lst Force Recon Co, -

G. A. XKOCH
Staff Sergeant, U, 5. Marine Corps
Debriefer
—— SRR,
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2520000 April 1966
Map Sheet 6460 II
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Operatiens Clrde\x‘i ‘iié v ‘ (}npy_éofzgopies
Patrol: 3rd P1t} Cb ébgrd Redor Bn Reconnaissance Greup Bravo
Debriefer: SSGT GiAp K

H ‘ PHU BAT, RVN
2322000 April 1966

Map Sheet: 6460 II

REPORT

1. SIZE, COMPOSITION, AND EQUIPMENT,

a. Compesitien: (1) eff (15) enl (1) USN’.

b, Speelal Attachment: . None, , —

c, Commmnieations Equipments (2) AN/PRCw25,

d. Obsaervation Equipment: (1) 7X50.
e. Speclal Equipment: Nene,
f. Speclal Weapons: Nene,
2. MISSION; Conduct reconnaissance patrolling and surveilance operations in
RZ 1, Determine and report all enemy movement, Particular sttention is to

be made to obtain a prisoner. Iocate all possible HIZ's in area of patrol
route and listing aircraft capacity and condition of the zone, '

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE/RETURN: 191730H/231900H,

4. ROUTE: See route overlay, , i

5. OBSERVATIONS OF ENEMY AND TERRAIN:

a. §xg$§%§& 95% hours of patrolling and observation resulted in one
contact ef 4 VC. 5 possible HLZ's were observed and one old camp-
$¥% was located, :

b. Enemy:

(1) 201030H (YD 540170) the patrol hemrd what appeared to be wood-
cutting 500 meters away. This was hear on only one socasion.

(2) 221045H (YD 533179) the patrol stopped on a main trail to get |
1ts bearings when, 5 minutes later, the point heard some talking. :
3 minutes after that & VC walked up to him, These 4 VC were in
two groups of two each, The first 2 VC were about 10 to 15 feet
in of the last two. The mecond group of VC ceuld only barely bw

seen, since they were well behind the underbrysh, The first two '
b DR

el e
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observed had no weapons, and the secoar v wero hot observed.
When the first two were approximately 20 tc 15 feét from the point
he challenged them in Vietnamese to stop. They kept on walking
walking and the point challenged them again. This time the VC
closest to the point locked up in surprise and it appeared that
he smiled. The other VC turned around and began to run baek in
the direction from which he came. The other then turned also.
At this instant the point epened fire with 3 automagic M«l4's,
They killed one instantly. The second died of wounds just seca
onds later during the time when the patrol was searching him
for documents and equipment. One of the VC's was apmproximately
15 years of age, th bullt, and wore a blue shirt angl white
shorts with Ho Chi Minh sandals. This one had a plastic type
jungle helmet (pith helmet), The second one wore blapk shorts,
a khakl shirt, no cover, and Ho Chi Minh sandals. This VC was
pretty healthy and well built. (See inventory for list of items
found on these bodies).

221100H (YD 535177) after the patrol departed the hasty ambush
site, they heard what appeared to be 2 or 3 people at two loca-
tions. One was from the south and one from the west of their
pogition, approximately 100 meters away. The patrol then moved
out of this position for about 200 or 300 meters and the noise
stopped. ‘

¢, Terrain:

(1)

(2)

The vegetation south of the valley is very clezr ef underbrush
with a 50 to 80 foot canopy. North into the valley, vegetation
is about 10 to 15 feet high with small trees throughout, One
stream rurs through this valley with lots of water but ig easy
to cross, This stream looks to have sufficient water to last
all summer. It is approximately 10 meters wide with heagy
vegetation on both banks. :

Map corrections:

(a) (YD 527172) iccated an HLZ large enough for 3 helos. ¢This
HLZ roeds to be cleared of tree stumps before use., They
are from two to four faet high and sbout four inches ia
diameter,

(b) (YD 533171) one HLZ, large enough for two helos, It alsg
needs to be cleared of tree stumps, This HLZ has a 30°

gradient,

(e) (YD 544184) this HLZ was made by a bomb, It is a orater
which needs filling and clearing of tree stumps.

- S
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(d) (YD 544185) this is a good HIZ with Ievel ground and two
inches of grass, It will accompany only one helo.

(e) (m 551185) this is possibly large enough for ¢ne hele.
This site was ebserved from the air.

d. Other g;gomation.

l' -

‘W - er Y1}

{1). 2018404 (YD $316) } reurxl of .30 eliber was heard fired seuth-
west tf the patrols position approximately 300 meters away.

(ﬂ. \72) an ¢1d eampsite with fexholes sn bﬁth sides of the
«- This trail was approximately 30 meters Jong, The foxw
holes were in different shapes and simes, :

(3) (YD 5534185) lecated a large elearing with approximately 20 to 30
. fexholes, all different types. They appeared te be quite old,

6. RESULTS ENCOUNTERS WITH THE QIE___MY. 2 VC KIA, body count. Wo friendly
sasualties. ‘

 7.. CONDITION OF PATROL: Marale, exelleni; phiysieal gonditien, gwod.

8, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATTIONS:

a. Same type of system sheuld be made availsgble te obtain better cammm-
jcations in RZ 1,

b, A pair of clinbing spikes should be taken so that trees can bé climb-
ed Tﬁ.th castc,

6. Aerial phajes sheuld be msde available fer platoons prior to going
into the field,

d. When AQ's make overflights ef petrols, they should have skikles and

thrust lines gpvailable
G, K. HUDDELSON
First Lidute . U. S. Marine Corps
atdoh Teadsr
DEERTEFERS .COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

EW Patrols returning from the i‘leld should be debriefed not late than
% hour after arriving at thig station.

: RS

[4 3¢ ‘—ﬂ"' coye oo
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b. Any captured weapons, documents, and material, must be turned over
to the Intelligence Section, Recon Group Bravo, immediately.

c. All ltems of captured documents and material must be turned over to
the intelligence,

d. All patrols departing for a recon mission should check with the intel-

ligence at least six hours prior to insertion to check if there is
any change in the intelligence for these areas of operations.
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EQUIPMENT CAPTURED

#1 MAN

uipment

Blue sack

Red flashlight rigged with cells from
BA~275,

pounds of rice rolled in cloth.

cast net
khaki hammock
piece of white nylon 2! by 6!
piece of light green plastic §' by 6!
medium bag with
toothpaste and brush
two bottles of iodine tabs
two lightbulhs
ene bottle perfume
pair gray long trousers with belt
black long sleeve shirt
piece of black plastic material 4' by 4¢
smelled like smoke.
cook pot
spoon
bag salt
bag meal
canteen of tea and honey
piece of gray flastic 5' by 5
package (1#) of cooked rice wrapped in
plece of green plastic.

#2 MAN

green plastic bag

fishnet

cook pot with cooked rice inside
roll of raw tchacco in plastic
bags of meal

green plastic ag of rice (dry)
light green plastic material 5! by 8!
pair light gray trousers with belt
plece khaki cloth 4! by 6!

piece of white materdial

parachate shroud 6' long

o
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Operation Order 1-66 Copyiz_aﬂéékopies
Patrol: 4th Plt, 1lst Force Recon Co Reconnaissance Group Bravo
Debriefer: SSGT G.A. KOCH PHU BAT, RVN
Map Sheets 6460 IT 242345 ppril 1966
PATROL, REPCRT
1., SIZE, COMPOSITION, AND EQUIDPMENT,

2.

a. Size and composition: (11) enl (1) USN.

b. Special attachments:s None.

¢, Commnications equipment:

d. Observation equipment: (2) 7¥50, (1) 6¥30, (1) spotter scope.

e. Special equipment: None.

f, Special weapons: (2) LAAMS.

MISSION: During the period of 22 to 26 April 1966, eonduct resonnalss
sance?surveilance operations in RZ 1. Attempt to capture at least one
vC.

TIME OF DEPARTURE/RETURN: 211800H/241700H April 1966.

ROUTE: BSee patrol route overlay,

OBSERVATION OF ENEMY AND TERRATN:

d. Synopsis: 70 hours of observation and patrolling resulted in one
ambush initiated by an estimated VC force of at least 10, This am-
bush resulted in one friendly KIA and unknown casualties inflicted
to the VC.

b, Enemy.

(1) 240600H (YD 557218) all 11 men of the patrol were deployed in a
360 degree perimeter with two of them employed at an OP site
20 meters away from the main body. This OP site was in position
to observe all movement on hill 204, The watch was changed every
two hours on the OP. The harbor site (HATEFUL) was used to re-
lay all messages between HOMERUN and the relay station. This

o Eucieats 61
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had been in use since 240600H, At 1530H the weather started

to turn for the worse and visibility was approximately 20 feet,
The surrounding terrain of the harbor site was thick underbrush.
At 1540H, it started to rain very hard, This cut down the vis=
ibility more, At this time, Corporal SPIES looked into the
direction of the heavy underbrush just 10 to 15 feet away when
he observed what appeared to be a rifle muzzle sticking out from
it, In just that split seeond, the VC opened fire, The first
volume of fire was only with 2 automatic weapons, of an un-
known type and caliber, Three of the members of the platoon
closest to the VC returned a heavy volume of fire with autoe
matic M.14% weapons, This firefight lasted about 10 seconds,

The VC stopped firing first ard the platoon followed suit,

This cease-firc lasted about 30 seconds, During this time

S5GT HALL gave the order to "Saddle up and don't fire unless
you see somcthing®, SSGT HALL then walked up to the point where
the first conbact was made, he stood up into the direction of
where the V0 were and he sald "Where are they®? At this in-~
stance the VC opened up with a heavy volume of automatic weapons
fire, Tt was estimated that there were at least 5 auwtomatic
weapons firing at one time by the VC, There were only 3 men

of the platoon in an advantageous firing position and all three
of them opened up into the direction of the VC, None of the VC
were actually ever seen, It was said by members of the patrol
that the VC were heavily camouflaged. The exact number of VC
in the area ecould not be established due to the heavy volume of
fire, At this time SGT HAFERKAMP saw SSGT HALL fall over on his
bask with large portions of hls face blown away. Four members

of the platoon confirmed that SSGT HALL died immediately of
_wounds recieved from VC automatic weapons fire, At this time,

the fire was so heavy from the V¢ that it would have been impos-
slble to take SSGT HAIL's body out of the area., The assistant
patrol leader gave the arder to pull back. One by one the members
of the patrol withdrew. Last to leave was SGT HAFERKAMP. A
short distance from the ambush site the patrol found a steap
dropoff in the route that they used for withdrawal. The patrol
reached YD 559277 ard found a fair LZ for one helo, All during
the time from the ambush site to the HLZ, the patrol was without
communieations, Commnications was re~established at the HLZ
and the relay was informed of the situation, and helos were
requested for pickup. At 1645H, pickup was completed,

e, Terrain:

(1)

(2)

The terrain at the ambush site was very heavily overgrown with
underbrush, The eanopy was about 30 fee% high, There was a
steep drop off to the southwest,

Map corrections:

- - g
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Other Information.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(&)

Aircraft was on station and communications were established with
them and an airstrike was requested. The aircraft came in
between the ambush site and the HLZ with exellent coverage of
the target,

Artillery was requested and at 1615H, about 3 rounds of artillery
were fired to adjust. Those rounds were on target and a fire

for effect was requested, The nission was cancelled, however,
due to the fact that the helos were on station,

One prominent trail is located at YD 564230, This trail is
approximately 3 meters wide with thick vegetation on bhoth side
of it, Many possible locations were found for ambushes on
this trail.,

Periodieally the patrol witnessed some type of jamming during the
past two days. At times a Vietnamese woman could be heard over
the radio. It appeared tc the radio operatar that this jamming
eams from elosc by.

RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: 1 USMC KIA. VC casualties are

unknown,

CONDITION OF PATROL: Mprale, fair; physical condition, good.,

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: None.

~-\€,‘(f, . . F R L%

'J. HAFERKAMP
Sergeant, U, S. Marine Corps
Platoon Sergeant

DEPBRIEFERS COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: None.

~-3-- S
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PHU BAT, RVN
2422000 April 1966
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4th PLt, 1st Force Recon Co
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Operation Orders 3-66 Copy}__é_cfﬂcopi.es
Patrol: 4th Plt, "B" Co, lst Foree Recon Co Reconnaissance Group Bravo
Debriefer: SS5GT G, A, KOCH PHU BAI, RUN
Map Sheets: 6559 IV and 6560 ¥II 2502000 April 1966
PATROL REPORT

1. SIZE, COMPOSITION, AND EQUIPMENT:

24

3

5

as Composition: {(13) enl (1) USN

b. Speeial Attachments:; HNone.

c. Commmications Eqyipment: (2) AN/PRC-25's.

d. Observation Equipment: (1) 7X50, (1) 6X30.

e. OSpeecial Equipment: None.

f, Special Weapons: (1) M=60, (1) M~79.

MISSION: Conduct reconnaissance patroiling and surveilance operations in

RZ 2, Determine and report all enemy movement in that area, Particular
attention is to be made in obtaining a prisorer.

TIME OF DEPARTURE/RETURN: 201800H/241745H April 1966,

RQUTE: See patrcl route overlsy.

OBSERVATION OF ENEMY AND TERRAIN:

a, Synopsis; 82% hours of patrolling and observation resulted in
negative VC eontact ar sightings, 3 possible HLZ's were located.

b. Enemy: None: obgerved,
c. Terrain:
(1) Generally the terrain in the objedtive area is very rugged with
the ganopy as high as 75 feet, Heavy underbrush is found

throughout this area., Distanece govered in this terrain is about
75 to 100 meters in an hour,

. Eyo‘awm:—: (n)
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(2)

Map corrcctions:

(a) One small HLZ is located at YD 800053. This HLZ can
accommodate ome H-34, The approach is good from all
directions,

{b) A good HLZ is located at YD 786063. This HLZ is large
enough for two H-34's, The approaches are good from all
directions,

Other: Information,

(1)

(2)

(3)

(%)

(5)

(6)

At YD 798049, & small HLZ is located that could possibly land
two helos, It needs some improvement, however, there are minor
obstructions,

A well used trail is located at YD 782039. This trail is about
4 to 5 fect wide., Observation from the air can not be made of
this trail. The canopy over this trail is about 45 feet.

At YD 800052 observed footprints along a c¢reek bed, The imprints
appeared to have been made from a man carrying a heavy load into
the jungle,

Along some of the trails in this area, it was noted that a
branch had been pulled through a larger leafe Both branches
had leaves, This could possibly be some type of trailmarker,

YD 778043 located some trees that were cut close to the bottom,
Those cuts were made to get sap out of the trees,

There were no artillory missions or alrstrikes called in to
support this mission,

6. RBRESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: None.

7. CONDITION OF THE PATROL: Morale, good: physical condition, good,

8, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: None,

¢

[ ¢ ;.4‘,1-

AL e

R.J. BCYDA

Sergeant, U, S, Marine Corps
Patrol leader

DEBRIEFERS COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: None,
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Reconnaissance Gnoup Bravo

PHU BAI, RVN

250200H April 1966

Map Sheets 6559 IV and 6560 III
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. “‘
f ks Y .
80
02
. = HLZ
— ~= "= Patrel route
T = Trajl
Ae) L
198 Fer feconmla, Upv é4

DECLASSIFIED

e



DECLASSIFIED

r
o0 $0

Cory 70m IS corrar

Dperation Order: 2.66 Reconnaissance Group Bravo
Patrul: 2nd P1t, lst Force Recon Co PHU BAI, RVN
Debriefer: SSGT G.A. KOCH 261900H April 1966

YMap Sheet: 6559 IV
PATROL REPORT

- 1. SIZE, COMPOSTTION, AND EQUIPMENT:

a. Size and Composition: (11) enl (1) TUSN.
b. Speecial Attachments: None.
¢, Communicetions Equiprent: (2) AN/PRC-25.
d. Observation Equipment: (2) 7¥50.
e. Special Equipment: None.
f. Special Weapons: (2) M.72 (2)
2e g1§SION; Conduct reconnaissance/surveilance of RZ 3, to include the

village in grid square 8999. Determine and report all enemy movement
in that area. Particular effort is to be made in capluring a prisoner,

3. IIME OF DEPARTURT/RETURN: 221815/261515H.

4, RQUTE: See patrol route overlay.

5. OBSERVATION OF ENEMY AND TERRATN:

& Synopsis: 71 hours of observation and patrolling resulted in two
VC eontacts with one VC each time and 2 sightings,

b. Enemy:
(1) 250905H (YD 895001) observed one VC walking on road moving in

& southeast direction., Uniform was black PJ's. A weapon could
not be seen., He did not carry a pack,

(2) 250920H (YD 896001) observed one man walking on road in a south-
easterly direction., He was wearing black Pd's and white cover,
No weapons or equipment was observed,

. ,:‘ cho s_a,fp; C20)
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(3) 251500H (YD 896004) As the patrol moved through heavy terrain
from one OP site to the next, it was fired upon by one VC with
an automatic weapon from a distance 10 to 15 meters away. The
patrol returned fire and expedded approximately 100 to 150
rounds of ammmition.

{4) 252050H (YD 89%011) while the patrol was in the harbor site, it
heard one man approaching., At 2100, this VC walked upon the camp

security and was fired at with 2 rounds of M-14 from about 6
feet away. The VC was killed instantly., The area was not
gearched until the next morning when the body was found., This
VC wore black PJ's with Ho Chi Minh sandals, He earried one
North Vietnamese modified 7,62 submachinegun (Type 50). See
enclosure (1) for list of items captured.

¢, Jerraing

(1) The terrain was covered with very thick underbrush intermingled

with thorn bushes and vines., The canopy was about 10 to 15

feet high, Meny small game trails were located throughout this
area, but a human would have difficulty walking upon thew, Only

" the major streams shown on the map had water in them.

(2) Map corrections ; None,

d. OQOther ormation; No artillery or airstrikes were called in or

requested in support of this mission,

RESULI% OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: 1 VC KIA. No friendly easualties,
1) 7.62 submachinegun 1ype 50 and 1 ChiCom grenade were captured,
CONDITION OF PATROL: Morale, exellent; whysical condition, good.

G TONS RECOMMENDATIONS:

(1) It is not recommended that the M.72 be taken out in this type of
terrain due to the possibility of injuring friendly troops because
of the thick underbrush.

;}/__,J - ’; 4'5')? LR L'éf&-—/
¥, E. HUNNELLS

Gunnery Sergeant, U, S. Marine Corps
Platoon Leader

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER:

T TR -
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This patrol was originally scheduled for insertion into RZ 3 on
211800H April 1966, This insertion had to be canceled and re-
scheduled for 24 hours later, See synopsis below for reasons of
cancellation of insertion on original date.

As the helos approached the IZ at an altitude of ebout 15 to 20

feet the helos recieved automatic weapons fire, This fire was cone
sidered lighc to moderatz. The direction of the fire was unknown,
The heics puiled out from the LZ immediately, and went to an altie
tude of abcut 1,000 feet cnd circled the area. The pilot asked the
platoon commarder is he would try again. The platoon commander
answered with "Yes", 7This time the helos epproached from the north,
When they were aboit 20 feet off the ground, the platoon commander
sighted 4 VC with small arms at YO 851934, He immediately took the
VC under fire with his M-14, He could not observe if he scored any
hits, At this time, the helos recieved automatic weapons fire again,
This was again light to moderate. On the east bank of the SONG TA
TRACH River, YC 854985, the platoon commander observed 30 to 40 VG
on the rivers edge. Some of them were bathing, At this location,
the jungle canopy was hanging over. the rivers edge, which made obe
servation of the enemy impossible from high altitudes. The gunner
of the H-34 opened fire with his M-60 machinegun in the. direction of
the V0. It was unknown to the platoon commander if he scored any
hits., The crew chief informed the platoon commander that an alrstrike
would he called in that they wore going to abort the mission and
head for the base.

DECLASSIFIED



UN0L: ikl

DECLASSIFIED

oo

LIST OF CAPTURED EQUIFPMENT

QUANEITY

NN e

ke o

i

ITEM

Cartridge Belt

Canteen with cover

Pair of Ho Chi Minh sandals

Tobacco tin with 3 pieces of
paper with writing on them

Piece of parachute clath

Sections of cleaning rod

Small containers of food, 4
wrapped in waterproof bags and
2 in tins

Canvas bag, small

magazine pouch

First-aid bandage

Knife sheath

rounds of 7.62

magazines

grenade (Chi com)

grenade pouch

North Vietnamese Modified 7.62mm Sub
Machine Gun Type 50

Lighter was found with numerals 403

sandal repair kit

UNGLASSIFIED

Enclosure (1)
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Operation Order 2.66

2nd P1lt, lst Force Recon Co .

Map: VIETNAM: 1¥50,000,
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