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CONFIDENTIAL 

INTRODUCT ION 

The first ten m,:mths of 1.9'70 can best be characterized as a period of 
sweeping reductions -- reductions in men and equipment, in support 
available" in enemy a"ti vi ty and combat losses to both sides. Phase 
III and IV redeployments have reduced DJ.vision strength from a peak 
of more than 31,000 in November 1969 to less than 12,500 at the end 
of Oct::;ber 1970, the lowest strength figure since the Division 
arrived in the Republic of Vietnam in 1966. Estimated enemy strength 
has dechned by about 3,,000,J from 12,400 at the beginning of 1970 
to less than 9,jOO on 31 October 1910. The enemy's decrease in 
strength and the gl"ievous .Losses he has suffered in conventional 
warfare have fo~ced him to revert to guerrilla tactics, consisting 
maJ.nly of :iande:;t.ine or terrorist a::.tivitles. This is evidenced by 
the drastl::' reduction In enemy sight.ings (down from over 4,400 in 
January 1970 to les5 than 900 in O::tober) and attacks by fire on 
Division positions (rounds expended in such attacks declining from 
over 600 in the single month of January 1970 to a total of less than 
600 in the four month period July through October 1970). Many of 
the other indicators of actIvity which have experienced declines, 
such as friendly o:;asualties and fire support expenditures, are due 
in part tathe reduC"tions in strength and force structure, but also 
are in large part a function of the sharp drop in enemy manifestations. 

Although the indi~es of the level of combat have fallen~ the Division 
contlnues to malntain its excellent record of performance and, in 
most cases" to impr.)ve upon itv F'riendly casualties have declined 
from about 950 k1lled and 8,500 wounded during the first ten months 
of 1969 LJ 3rO kLled and approximat.ely 3~400 wounded during the same 
period in 1970" a d.ecrease of some 60%0 Enemy losses over the same 
span of tlme ha,re dec.lined much more slowly~ his troops suffering over 
4,900 killed In a~uon a.nd~os~ng 1,,133 Individual and 90 crew served 
weapons through October 19-(0 compared to figures in excess of 7,500, 
1,900 and 210 through Oct.:.ber 1969, reductions of approximately 34%, 
40% and 57%, respectively. The 57% reduction in crew served weapons 
lost may be an indl2ation t,hat t.he enemy is becoming increasingly wary 
of riSklng his preCL)US machine guns" rClckets and mortars to the bleak 
future associated with engagements of USMC units~ or it may simply 
show he is critlCOl.dy shurt )f s1.A.ch weaponsu As total friendly 
casualties have fallen; the percentage caused by enemy mines and booby 
traps has inc reased sl.gnU'icantly" Just over 20% of 1969 casualties 
were :.'aused by surpnse flring devices j whereas the average thus far 
in 1970 is appr0Xl.mately 45%., However, the ratJ.o of such devices 
discovered and harmlessly destroyed by Division personnel to those 
detonated with ::aaual t~ies has e.xper lenced a relatively steady rise 
since March 1970, in'creasing from 1.45~1 in that month to 2.82~l in 
October 1970, This incr'ease attests inter alia to the value of the 
vigorous program of instrueti::.n in mine warfare conducted by 1st 
Engineer Bat talion o Further indications of the excellent performance 
of the DIvision include the continued Combat Readiness status of C-l-
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INTRODUCTION

The first ten months of 1970 can best be characterized as a period of
sweeping reductions -- reductions in men and equipment, in support
available. in enemy activity and combat losses to both sides. Phase
III and IV redeployments have reduced Division strength from a peak
of more than 31,000 in November 1969 to less than 12,500 at the end
of October 1970, the lowest strength figure since the Division
arrived in the Republic of Vietnam in 1966. Estimated enemy strength
has declined by about 3,000 from 12,400 at the beginning of 1970
to less than 9.500 on 31 October 1970. The enemy's decrease in
strength and the grievous losses he has suffered in conventional
warfare have forced him to revert to guerrilla tactics, consisting
mainly of clandestine or terrorist activities. This is evidenced by
the drastic reduction in enemy sightings (down from over 4,400 in
January 1970 to less than 900 in October) and attacks by fire on
Division positions (rounds expended in such attacks declining from
over 600 in the single month of January 1970 to a total of less than
600 in the four month period July through October 1970). Many of
the other indicators of activity which have experienced declines,
such as friendly casualties and fire support expenditures, are due
in part to the reductions in strength and force structure, but also
are in large part a function of the sharp drop in enemy manifestations.

Although the indices of the level of combat have fallen, the Division
continues to maintain its excellent record of performance and, in
most cases, to improve upon it. Friendly casualties have declined
from about 950 killed and 8,500 wounded during the first ten months
of 1969 to 370 killed and approximately 3,400 wounded during the same

period in 1970, a decrease of some 60% Enemy losses over the same
span of time have declined much more slowly, his troops suffering over
4,900 killed in action and losing 1,133 individual and 90 crew served
weapons through October 1970 compared to figures in excess of 7,500,
1,900 and 210 through October 1969 reductions of approximately 34%,
40% and 57% respectively. The 57% reduction in crew served weapons
lost may be an indication that the enemy is becoming increasingly wary
of risking his precious machine guns, rockets and mortars to the bleak
future associated with engagements of USMC units, or it may simply
show he is critically short of such weapons. As total friendly
casualties have fallen, the percentage caused by enemy mines and booby
traps has increased significantly. Just over 20% of 1969 casualties
were caused by surprise firing devices whereas the average thus far
in 1970 is approximately 45% However the ratio of such devices
discovered and harmlessly destroyed by Division personnel to those
detonated with casualties has experienced a relatively steady rise
since March 1970, increasing from 1.45:1 in that month to 2.82:1 in
October 1970. This increase attests inter alia to the value of the
vigorous program of instruction in mine warfare conducted by 1st

Engineer Battalion. Further indications of the excellent performance
of the Division include the continued Combat Readiness status of C-1
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and the high percentage of equipment maintained operationally ready 
by Division units, in most cases exceeding Marine Corps objectives 
by comfortable margins. 

In the more recent past, the Division continued to carry the battle 
to the enemy. Operation Imperial Lake, begun with a massive artillery 
preparation of more than 13,000 rounds at the end of August 1970, 
continues in the Que Son Mountains, a traditional enemy haven jutting 
menacingly into the southern Division AO. The heavy use of company and 
platoon patrol bases, the employment of numerous reconnaissance teams 
and quick reaction unite,. and the rapid displacement of supporting 
arms to more advantageous positions have materially increased the 
Division's capability to exploit enemy sightings and discoveries of 
his base camps and caches of weapons, ammunition and foodstuffs. 
October witnessed the completion of Phase IV redeployments, with 7th 
Marines, 3d Battalion, 11th Marines and several other supporting units 
returning to the United States. Phase IV, begun in July 1970, effec­
tively reduced Division strength by some 8,500 personnel and decreased 
the number of available maneuver battalions from nine to six and 
artillery firing batteries from nineteen to eleven. Such reductions 
required the extensive realignment of AOs, 1st Marines extending their 
boundary to include a major portion of the AO previously occupied by 
the 5th Marines with two battalions who, in turn, took responsibility 
for the former 7th Marines AO. Additionally, An Roa Combat Base was 
vacated by Division units, a major portion of the base dismantled and 
levelled and the remainder turned over to ARVN forces. The latter 
part of September saw the advent of the rainy season, with over thirty 
inches of rain falling in the Division AO from 24 September to 31 Octo~ 
ber 1970, which caused extensive flooding of the lowlands in the 
latter part of October. In addition, Typhoon Kate passed directly over 
the Danang area, her winds in excess of 60 knots causing extensive 
property damage, but mercifully few casualties. 

The remainder of 1970 should see a continuation of the relatively low 
level of enemy activity experienced during the last few months. The 
final stages of the rainy season will hamper his mobility somewhat, 
while continued pressure exerted by Division units should keep him 
lying low. The combat effectiveness of the Division, meanwhile, should 
keep improving, if the trends identified in the following pages remain 
as steady as they have in recent months. 

J/tITRe _ .,2-

DECLASSIFIED 

15 NOV 70 
CONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

and the high percentage of equipment maintained operationally ready
by Division units, in most cases exceeding Marine Corps objectives
by comfortable margins.

In the more recent past, the Division continued to carry the battle
to the enemy. Operation Imperial Lake, begun with a massive artillery
preparation of more than 13,000 rounds at the end of August 1970,
continues in the Que Son Mountains, a traditional enemy haven jutting
menacingly into the southern Division AO. The heavy use of company and
platoon patrol bases, the employment of numerous reconnaissance teams
and quick reaction units, and the rapid displacement of supporting
arms to more advantageous positions have materially increased the
Division's capability to exploit enemy sightings and discoveries of
his base camps and caches of weapons, ammunition and foodstuffs.
October witnessed the completion of Phase IV redeployments, with 7th
Marines, 3d Battalion, 11th Marines and several other supporting units
returning to the United States. Phase IV, begun in July 1970, effec-
tively reduced Division strength by some 8,500 personnel and decreased
the number of available maneuver battalions from nine to six and
artillery firing batteries from nineteen to eleven. Such reductions
required the extensive realignment of AOs, 1st Marines extending their
boundary to include a major portion of the AO previously occupied by
the 5th Marines with two battalions who, in turn, took responsibility
for the former 7th Marines AO. Additionally, An Hoa Combat Base was
vacated by Division units, a major portion of the base dismantled and
levelled and the remainder turned over to ARVN forces. The latter
part of September saw the advent of the rainy season, with over thirty
inches of rain falling in the Division AO from 24 September to 31 Octo-
ber 1970, which caused extensive flooding of the lowlands in the
latter part of October. In addition, Typhoon Kate passed directly over
the Danang area, her winds in excess of 60 knots causing extensive
property damage, but mercifully few casualties.

The remainder of 1970 should see a continuation of the relatively low
level of enemy activity experienced during the last few months. The
final stages of the rainy season will hamper his mobility somewhat,
while continued pressure exerted by Division units should keep him
lying low. The combat effectiveness of the Division, meanwhile, should
keep improving, if the trends identified in the following pages remain
as steady as they have in recent months.
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G-1 OVERVIEW 

Pel"BOfJIlel !lla.nagerneot haa kept pace wi th the force structure reduc­
t hJUS 01 the past yehl.' ~ as evid6nl~ed by the Command being contin­
llC;usl.)' i11 Combat Readiness Category C-l. In other administrative 
a.re&6 H.v~dving such subjects as morale, disc:ipline~ and person­
nl;1 services. appr'.Jpriate norms of effectiveness have been rather 
weil rnaintd-ined., Abstracts of these norms ~ as well as ~1Ver and 
:lnder achievements. are presented be1ow~ 

a. ThE:: Division strength,. during the past two years, rose 
t:,:m li Ja.!1CJary "L969 level af 24~OOO to an all time Vietnam high 
"Jr' j1,263 in November 1969. COIJllnenc..i.ng with the January Phase III 
nedep 1 oyrnent, force structure reductions ini tiated a sharp decrease 
lrl 6t.tength o By the end of October 1970 the Division strength 
rested at 12"4250 (See Tab 1-1) 

c, Ttle uvccseas extension late for enlisted personnel thus 
lhl JU~lng 1970 has decreased ne&rly 10% over the like 1969 period 
: ~t"i' V::f c ,C'OO stre.-ngth in 1970 v::; 12.8 per l~OOO in 1969). How~­
<;',t:,~, lh", >:..te L)r the past few months has somewhat stabilized at 
6 0 :: per 1,GOO ',C 112 extensions per month. Enlisted extension re­
'll.kc",3 a.,,:: rStO.:1eY':l.lly approved for the lower rank.:> ~ whereas the 
rL>b,~biHi:y uf approval for st'lff NeOls and officers is less than 
5C% (CMC has rec:ently been di3!:l.pproving all requests from ground 
:.lEHtOll",;,tS). (See T6.b 1-2) 

Ik: li:,'6t ·term reenlist.ment rate of 41% for the first ten 
(l1 .. :,'.,b6 . [ -[970 12 beluw the 1969 i'ate of 54%" b.lt it is well ab:l\'e 
t.h~ t,lu( irk C;'.',f;;) dlltl'age ,.;flO%. The present trend is a declining 
cr,.:, "wi 1 t. ,;pp2s.rs l'lkely t,hat the I'ate at the end ,)f the yea.r 
Hl1' '''-1='1'1' "(;h:~5%. (See irab 1·,3) 

J, C,:,I·'g,·:ssi'~)Qa ... and spe:::'ial lnterest correspondence was re­
.<-! ,";'1 f:J, fj steady rate of about It, 5 pi eces per 1 ~OOO strength 
i\lri.n~ 1910 0 However, beginning in early 1970 the rate began to 
lr,'.ld:l.bt ~,Jiti,btly,; tifF} by the end of the ten'th month. the aver-age 
r~:tt hs'(i, lr,,-:'eased by approx1.Illately 15% to a Ta:te of 5.2 per 
1 , (JOU v ] ll2- t cerid !'O!' August. ~$ptember ~ and October indicates 
!,!Eet the ye:H'~end rate win be essentially equivalent to the rate 
:.,t the p.,"t tbr:"e Illonth.3, whic'h averaged 5.5 p-=r LoOOO. (See Tab 1-4) 

<'. Dc.' {,! <it:. L':.;ns and Purple Heart Medals wer'e awarded at the 
~\;:c;,:;:'d-!.)i 6kb:iy rut.e OI:;ne per twenty-five per-aonnel during the 
t J no"., llille:- rrkJllth~' of 1969. However., beginning in l",te 1969 and 
",_,:it H1Ui!1e!, lh!'ougl'l Oct;)ber 1970.\ the Purple Heart award rate 
"r'edu(':,d (8.1 r:iy uni f:Httl'lY t;:;, &- ratio of 'one per ninety personnel 
at the end of' October 1970. 'l'he ratio for all other awards 
!._.].,.Med b. dU'i'",rent. pi:"t,terl1: lr. the last quarter of 1969~ the 
late j!'~lppej t'J one pe'!' 50 for a three-month peri-:Jd" and then 
d,,' J D5 the f hat ten rn0nths 0.1 1970 an increasing trend was 
t:",LlibLish",j thUb 6ignificI:.1ntly ra1.sing the ratio t.:; one per 11 
per~Jnn~i at the end or Octobel (highest ratio for 1969-1970). 
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G-1 OVERVIEW

Personnel management has kept pace with the force structure reduc-
tions of the past year, as evidenced by the Command being contin-
uously in Combat Readiness Category C-1. In other administrative
areas involving such subjects as morale, discipline, and person-
nel services, appropriate norms of effectiveness have been rather
well maintained, Abstracts of these norms, as well as over and
under achievements, are presented below:

The Division strength, during the past two years, rosea.
from a January 1969 level of 24,000 to an all time Vietnam high

31, 283 in November 1969. Commencing with the January Phase IIIof

Redeployment, force structure reductions initiated a sharp decrease
in strength. By the end of October 1970 the Division strength
rested at 12,425. (See Tab 1-1)

t. The overseas extension rate for enlisted personnel thus
far during 1970 has decreased nearly 70% over the like 1969 period
14.7 per 1,000 strength in 1970 VS 12.8 per 1,000 in 1969). How-
ever, the rate for the past few months has somewhat stabilized at
6.2 per 1,000 or 112 extensions per month. Enlisted extension re-
quests are generally approved for the lower ranks, whereas the
probability of approval for staff NCO's and officers is less than
50% (CMC has recently been disapproving all requests from ground
lieutenants). (See Tab 1-2)

The first-term reenlistment rate of 41% for the first ten
worths or 1970 is below the 1969 rate of 54% but it is well above
the Marine Corps average of 10% The present trend is a declining
citis and it appears likely that the rate at the end of the year
will approach 35% (See Tab 1-3)

1. Congressional and special interest correspondence was re-
relived at a steady rate of about 4.5 pieces per 1,000 strength
during 1910. However, beginning in early 1970 the rate began to
increase slightly, and by the end of the tenth month, the average
rate had increased by approximately 15% to a rate of 5.2 per
1.000. The trend r'or August, September, and October indicates
that the year-end rate will be essentially equivalent to the rate
31 the past three months, which averaged 5.5 per 1,000. (See Tab 1-4)

d. Decorations and Purple Heart Medals were awarded at the
generally steady rate of one per twenty-five personnel during the
first nine months of 1969. However, beginning in late 1969 and
continuing through October 1970. the Purple Heart award rate
reduced Tairly uniformly to & ratio of one per ninety personnel
at the end of October 1970. The ratio for all other awards
followed a different patterne in the last quarter of 1969, the
rate dropped to one per 50 for a three-month period. and then
during the first ten months of 1970 an increasing trend was
established thus significantly raising the ratio to one per 17
personnel at the end of October (highest ratio for 1969-1970).
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The new high level is explained by the accelerated rate of meri­
torious award recommendations prompted by the redeployments of 
the period. It is expected that further redeployments will keep 
the /tother awards II rate at a high level. (See Tab 1-5) 

f, Trials involving crimes of violence occurred at; essentially 
a level rate of six per 10,000 personnel during most of 1969. 
However~ during November the rate began to rise and the year ended 
with 8. December rate of eight per 10,000. For the period January 
through August 19'70, the rate remained at the latter level and 
then for the months of' September and October it dropped 25%~ thus 
returning to the 1969 rate of six per 10~000. While no strong 
trend has developed, the rate would appear to be decreasing. (See 
Tab 1-613.) 

g. Unauthorized absences for the first ten months of this 
year ran at a rate of 11 per 10,000. The rates for July through 
October of this year (11, 9, 10~ 10~ per 10,000) weakly imply that 
the rate for the remainder of the year will remain lower than last 
year"s rate of 12 per 10.000 faT' the same periodo (See Tab 1-6b) 

h. Marines confined. during the first ten months of this year 
represented a confinement rate double that of the like period last 
year (44 ve rsus 22 per 10.000 L However, the rates for Augus t" 
September" and October 1970 declined sharply from 63 per 10,000 to 
38 per 10,000. The decline was mainly due to the Commandant's 
administratl.ve separation policy and CG, III MAF~s policy of 
sending over-60-days confinees to Camp Pendleton. The confinement 
rates fot the past three months predict a continuing decline for 
November~ but one of small magnitude. (See Tab 1-6c) 

i. Punitive discharges are running at essentially the s8llle 
rate for 19'-(0 as for the like period last year (6 per 10,000 
personnel). Although the variance in the rates for both periods 
is moderately large (3/10.000 in 1969 and 5/10,000 in 1970) the 
trend line is level and predicts a rate of five discharges per 
10,000 personnel for the remal.ning two months of the year. (See 
Tab l-6d) 

j. Administrative di$charges processed during the first ten 
months of 1970 were nearly seven times those of 1969 (726 vs 121) " 
thus reflecting implementation of the Connnandant's "Clean House" 
poli cy. However" during August ~ September ~ and October 1970) the 
discharge rate was down to a mean of 35 per 10.000 personnel com­
pared to the rate of 58 per 10~OOO for the previous three-month 
period (May-July 1970)" The recent data suggests that the rates 
for the next two months will remain at about 35/10,000--con­
siderably below the mid-1970 high of 65/10,000. (See Tab 1-6e) 

ko Foreign claims investigations have averaged 15 a month 
for the year to date and have evidenced no correlation with the 
force reduction. However" the number of investigations will beg~n 
to go to zero due to III MAF having taken sole responsibility for 
claim-processing effective 20 October 1970. (See Tab l-6f) 
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The new high level is explained by the accelerated rate of meri-
torious award recommendations prompted by the redeployments of
the period. It is expected that further redeployments will keep
the "other awards" rate at a high level. (See Tab 1-5)

f. Trials involving crimes of violence occurred at essentially
a level rate of six per 10,000 personnel during most of 1969.
However, during November the rate began to rise and the year ended
with a December rate of eight per 10,000. For the period January
through August 1970, the rate remained at the latter level and
then for the months of September and October it dropped 25% thus
returning to the 1969 rate of six per 10,000. While no strong
trend has developed, the rate would appear to be decreasing. (See
Tab 1-6a)

g. Unauthorized absences for the first ten months of this
year ran at a rate of 11 per 10,000. The rates for July through
October of this year (11, 9, 10, 10, per 10,000) weakly imply that
the rate for the remainder of the year will remain lower than last
year"s rate of 12 per 10,000 for the same period. (See Tab 1-6b)

h. Marines confined during the first ten months of this year
represented a confinement rate double that of the like period last
year (44 versus 22 per 10,000). However, the rates for August,
September, and October 1970 declined sharply from 63 per 10,000 to
38 per 10,000. The decline was mainly due to the Commandant's
administrative separation policy and CG, III MAF's policy of
sending over-60-days confinees to Camp Pendleton. The confinement
rates for the past three months predict a continuing decline for
November, but one of small magnitude. (See Tab 1-6c)

1. Punitive discharges are running at essentially the same
rate for 1970 as for the like period last year (6 per 10,000
personnel). Although the variance in the rates for both periods
is moderately large (3/10,000 in 1969 and 5/10,000 in 1970) the
trend line is level and predicts a rate of five discharges per
10,000 personnel for the remaining two months of the year. (See
Tab 1-6d)

j. Administrative discharges processed during the first ten
months of 1970 were nearly seven times those of 1969 (726 vs 121),
thus reflecting implementation of the Commandant's "Clean House"
policy. However, during August, September, and October 1970, the
discharge rate was down to a mean of 35 per 10,000 personnel com-
pared to the rate of 58 per 10,000 for the previous three-month
period (May-July 1970). The recent data suggests that the rates
for the next two months will remain at about 35/10,000-=con
siderably below the mid-1970 high of 65/10,000. (See Tab 1-6e)

k. Foreign claims investigations have averaged 15 a month
for the year to date and have evidenced no correlation with the
force reduction. However, the number of investigations will begin
to go to zero due to III MAF having taken sole responsibility for
claim-processing effective 20 October 1970. (See Tab 1-6f)
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1. Administrative and judicial action rates (non-judicial 
punishment, courts~ and investigations) concerning drug abuse 
have increased by nearly 200% in the first ten months of this 
year as compared to the like period last year thus reflecting 
not only a growing problem area but also intensified command 
attention. The m;::mthly rate for administrative and jutUcial 
actions remained practically constant at about 35 actions per 
10,000 personnel during March through August 1970. However, the 
following months of September and October recorded significant 
increase's to rates of 56 and 43 per 10,000 respecti very, thus 
hinting that the projected rate for November and December might 
also be higher than the previously stabilized mid-year rates. 
(See Tab l-6g) 

m. Racial incidents during 1970 occurred with such varying 
frequency that there has been no one trend established. While 
the number of incidents ranged from a high of ten in January 
to a low of zero in August, the fact that there were seven in­
cidents in June highlights the unpredictable nature of such 
events 0 Dur-ing the period of July through October the incidents 
numbered one ~ zero;, one, and one respecti vely ~ and while the 
numbers indicate consistency~ they 'do not correlate with the 
strength reductions. (See Tab l-6h) 

n. Fragging incidents during the first ten months of 1970 
rather consistently averaged three. incidents per month. How­
ever, when the incidents are normalized USing personnel strengthso 
the resulting monthly rates increase from one to four per 10,000 
during the period January through April, then drop sharply back 
to one per 10tOOO for peptember and October. Unlike the racial 
incident rate which is inconsistent~ the fragging rate appears to 
be cyclic in that it rose from one incident per 10~000 strength 
in January 1970 to four per 10,000 in April, then decreased to 
a rate of one per 10~000 during May through August, and finally 
during the period of September and October, it rose up to rates 
of four and three per lO~OOO respectively. However~ the avail­
able data-base whlch covers only ten months is insufficient to 
predict a trend. (See Tab l-6i) 

o. Ground safety lS the general category which encompasses 
incidents involving friendly supporting arms~ indivld.ual wea;pons 
outside a cantonment and accidental discharges. Of the three 
types of incidents, only the individual weapons category has 
exhlbi ted an increasing casualty rate in 1970 compared to the 
same period in 1969. as shown belowo 
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1. Administrative and judicial action rates (non-judicial
punishment, courts, and investigations) concerning drug abuse
have increased by nearly 200% in the first ten months of this
year as compared to the like period last year thus reflecting
not only a growing problem area but also intensified command
attention. The monthly rate for administrative and judicial
actions remained practically constant at about 35 actions per
10,000 personnel during March through August 1970. However, the
following months of September and October recorded significant
increase's to rates of 56 and 43 per 10,000 respectively, thus
hinting that the projected rate for November and December mightalso be higher than the previously stabilized mid-year rates.
(See Tab 1-6g)

m. Racial incidents during 1970 occurred with such varying
frequency that there has been no one trend established. While
the number of incidents ranged from a high of ten in Januaryto a low of zero in August, the fact that there were seven in-
cidents in June highlights the unpredictable nature of such
events. During the period of July through October the incidents
numbered one, zero, one, and one respectively. and while the
numbers indicate consistency, they "do not correlate with the
strength reductions. (See Tab 1-6h)

n. Fragging incidents during the first ten months of 1970
rather consistently averaged three incidents per month. How-
ever, when the incidents are normalized using personnel strengths,
the resulting monthly rates increase from one to four per 10,000
during the period January through April, then drop sharply back
to one per 10,000 for September and October. Unlike the racial
incident rate which is inconsistent, the fragging rate appears to
be cyclic in that it rose from one incident per 10,000 strength
in January 1970 to four per 10,000 in April, then decreased to
a rate of one per 10,000 during May through August, and finally
during the period of September and October, it rose up to rates
of four and three per 10,000 respectively. However, the avail-
able data-base which covers only ten months is insufficient to
predict a trend. (See Tab 1=6i)

O. Ground safety is the general category which encompasses
incidents involving friendly supporting arms, individual weapons
outside a cantonment and accidental discharges. Of the three
types of incidents only the individual weapons category has
exhibited an increasing casualty rate in 1970 compared to the
same period in 1969, as shown below:
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Rate 
( Casualties per 10,000 personnel per montn) 

'I}']e Incident 1969 1970 

Supporting Arms 15 7 
friendly fire 

Individual Weapon 3 5 
outside cantonment 

Accidental discharge 8 5 

The data for 1970 suggests that the present casualty rates for all 
three categories will continue to apply for November and December. 
(See Tabs 1-7 through 1-7c) 

po Motor vehicle accidents during the past ten months have 
occurred at basically the same rate as that of the like period in 
1969 (7.7 vs 7.5 per 10,000 personnel), and the data indicates 
that the rate is likely to continue at its present level. Re­
garding bodily injury to Vietnamese civilians, the number of 
fatalities to date this year has increased 19% over the like period 
last year (43 vs 36). Comparative figures concerning Vietnamese 
injured are more favorable in the sense that they are 10% lower 
for this year than for the same period last year (88 vs 93). How­
ever. when normalized by Division strength, the death and injured 
rate combined is slightly higher in 1970 than in the similar period 
in 1969. (See Tab 1-7d) 
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Rate
(Casualties per 10,000 personnel per month)

Type Incident 1969 1970

Supporting Arms 15 7
friendly fire

Individual Weapon 3 5
outside cantonment

Accidental discharge 8 5

The data for 1970 suggests that the present casualty rates for all
three categories will continue to apply for November and December.
(See Tabs 1-7 through 1-7c)

p. Motor vehicle accidents during the past ten months have
occurred at basically the same rate as that of the like period in
1969 (7.7 vs 7.5 per 10,000 personnel), and the data indicates
that the rate is likely to continue at its present level. Re-
garding bodily injury to Vietnamese civilians, the number of
fatalities to date this year has increased 19% over the like period
last year (43 vs 36). Comparative figures concerning Vietnamese
injured are more favorable in the sense that they are 10% lower
for this year than for the same period last year (88 vs 93). How-
ever, when normalized by Division strength, the death and injured
rate combined is slightly higher in 1970 than in the similar period
in 1969. (See Tab 1-7d)
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DIVISIC!l~ STRENGTH AND FORCE STRUCTURE 

CALENDAR YEARS 1969 AND 1970 

During most of 1969, the Division strength was stabilized at the 
24.000 level. In, October of that year, a 6,000 strength increase 
was occasioned YlY':i.ncipally by the joining of the 26th Marines ,and 
the 1st Battalion. 13th Marines. The Division continued to gain 
in personnel until 17 November 1969 when it reached the apex of 
its growth in South Vietnam--the strength figure stood momentarily 
at 31$283, 

The next major strength change, driven by the force reductiong was 
characterized by a sharp and steady decline beginning in December 
1969 and continuing through 1970. The result to date is that the 
Division on-board strength figure has been reduced by nearly 
19~OOO in the last eleven months. As of the end of October~ the 
f'igure rests at 12,425. The Division force structure during the 
first nine months of 1969 consisted of the normal nine infantry 
and four artillery battalions, plus support and reinforcing units. 
A structure change in October of that year increased the sumber 
of infantry battaLions to twelve (with the addition of the 26th 
Mar1.nes) and the number of artillery battalions to five (lst 
Battalion, 13th Marines was added). 

During 1970" the DiVision structure was gradually reduced to six 
lnt'antry and two artillery battalions u Concurrently. the head­
Quarters, reconnaissance, and medical units were reduced in 

'strength while the 1st Engineer Battalion remained at full 
6trength. The Division retained two reduced strength motor 
transport battalions to cope with the Division! s large area of 
responsibi11.ty and the possibility of reduced helicopter support. 
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DIVISION STRENGTH AND FORCE STRUCTURE

CALENDAR YEARS 1969 AND 1970

During most of 1969, the Division strength was stabilized at the
24,000 level. In October of that year, a 6,000 strength increase
was occasioned principally by the joining of the 26th Marines and
the 1st Battalion, 13th Marines. The Division continued to gain
in personnel until 17 November 1969 when it reached the apex of
its growth in South Vietnam--the strength figure stood momentarily
at 31,283.

The next major strength change, driven by the force reduction, was
characterized by a sharp and steady decline beginning in December
1969 and continuing through 1970. The result to date is that the
Division on-board strength figure has been reduced by nearly
19,000 in the last eleven months. As of the end of October, the
figure rests at 12,425. The Division force structure during the
first nine months of 1969 consisted of the normal nine infantry
and four artillery battalions, plus support and reinforcing units.
A structure change in October of that year increased the number
of infantry battalions to twelve (with the addition of the 26th
Marines) and the number of artillery battalions to five (1st
Battalion, 13th Marines was added).

During 1970, the Division structure was gradually reduced to six
infantry and two artillery battalions. Concurrently, the head-
quarters, reconnaissance, and medical units were reduced in
strength while the 1st Engineer Battalion remained at full
strength. The Division retained two reduced strength motor
transport battalions to cope with the Division's large area of
responsibility and the possibility of reduced helicopter support.
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OVERSEAS EXTENSIONS PROCESSED 

The number and percentage of enlisted personnel who extended their 
tour fOT the first ten months of 1970 fell significantly below the 
figures for the comparable period in 1969. The reduction in numbers 
from 3,107 to 989 was due primarily to CMC's nearly complete 
mcratorium on taking action OD extension requests prior to the 
time the redeployment schedules had been approved. The 1970 extens10n 
per~entage was 4.7% vice 10.4% in 1969. 

It lS anticipated that an increase in extensions will occur during 
November and December as personnel extend their overseas tour in 
order t:; return to CONUS on special leave for Thanksgiving and 
Chnstmas. In November and December of 1969, for example, the rate 
increased 16% during that two-month period to a ratio of 14 extensions 
per 1,000 personnel. Approximately 85% of enlisted personnel E-5 
and below have had their extension requests approved. whereas SNCO's 
only enjoy a 30% approvalo 

Regarding officers~ of the 101 officers who requested eKtensions 
during the first ten months of 1970, only 49 have been approved with 
two pending. A monthly recap is shown below~ 

Month Requests A1212rovals 

Jan 18 18 
Feb 11 1 
Mar 7 0 
Apr 10 1 
May 6 2 
Jun 11 9 
Jul 15 11 
Aug 10 6 
Sep 4 0 
Oct 9* 1 

* 2 pending approval/disapproval 

For the past few months~ CMC has been disapproving all extension 
!'equests for lieutenants who hold ground MOS' s. It is assumed 
that the reason for this is to allow more lieutenants to serve in 
a .::vmbat situation. Favorable consideration by CMC will be given 
to captains I and field grade offila:ers v requests. 
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OVERSEAS EXTENSIONS PROCESSED

The number and percentage of enlisted personnel who extended their
tour for the first ten months of 1970 fell significantly below the
figures for the comparable period in 1969. The reduction in numbers
from 3,107 to 989 was due primarily to CMC's nearly complete
moratorium on taking action on extension requests prior to the
time the redeployment schedules had been approved. The 1970 extension
percentage was 4.7% vice 10.4% in 1969.

It is anticipated that an increase in extensions will occur during
November and December as personnel extend their overseas tour in
order to return to CONUS on special leave for Thanksgiving and
Christmas. In November and December of 1969, for example, the rate
increased 16% during that two-month period to a ratio of 14 extensions
per 1,000 personnel. Approximately 85% of enlisted personnel E-5
and below have had their extension requests approved, whereas SNCO's
only enjoy a 30% approval.

Regarding officers, of the 101 officers who requested extensions
during the first ten months of 1970, only 49 have been approved with
two pending. A monthly recap is shown below:

Month Requests Approvals

18 18Jan
Feb 11 1

7Mar 0
10Apr 1
6May 2

Jun 11 9
Jul 15 11

610Aug
4Sep 0
9*Oct 1

* 2 pending approval/disapproval

For the past few months, CMC has been disapproving all extension
requests for lieutenants who hold ground MOS's. It is assumed
that the reason for this is to allow more lieutenants to serve in
a combat situation. Favorable consideration by CMC will be given
to captains' and field grade officers requests.
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TOTALDECNOVOCTSEPAUGJULJUNMAYAPRMARFBJAN
395443711 11027.2265213277303322379 1.481.33.901.09.941.181.291.361.591.261.38

1970 68991281511131214 .57.60.64.67.06 32.103537
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FIRST TERM REENLISTMENT RATES 

The average first term reenlistment rate for the first ten months 
of 1970 is 4l%, a decrease from the 1969 rate of 54%. Despite 
this decrease the Division remains well above the Marine Corps 
average of approximately 10%0 

The sharp decline from a high of 72% in April 1970 to a low of 
22% in August 1970 was arrested in September by an increase to 40%0 
O~t~ber results, however. show a decrease to 28%. 

The primary causes for the decline during 19'(0 appear to be the 
general personnel turbulence associated with the redeployment of 
Jorce3, heavy turnover of Career Planning personnel~ and the ex­
tensive early release program. 

Present trends would indi;::ate a projected reenlistment rate of 
appr8ximCitely 35% for the month of November. 
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FIRST TERM REENLISTMENT RATES

The average first term reenlistment rate for the first ten months
of 1970 is 41%, a decrease from the 1969 rate of 54% Despite
this decrease the Division remains well above the Marine Corps
average of approximately 10%

The sharp decline from a high of 72% in April 1970 to a low of
22% in August 1970 was arrested in September by an increase to 40%
October results, however, show a decrease to 28%.

The primary causes for the decline during 1970 appear to be the
general personnel turbulence associated with the redeployment of
forces, heavy turnover of Career Planning personnel, and the ex-
tensive early release program.

Present trends would indicate a projected reenlistment rate of
approximately 35% for the month of November.
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CONGRESSIONAL/SPECIAL INTEREST CORRESPONDENCE 

The monthly volume of Congresslonal/Special Interest Correspon­
dence for the first ten months of 1970 averaged 109 inqulries~ 
which was slightly less than the 1969 monthly average of 113 
inqulrles o However~ in percentage of total strength~ the 1970 
totals portray a 40% increase in such inquiries. The compaimbts 
received in 1970 fall into the follwoing cwhegQDt~s8 

Welfare Reports 205 

Confinement/Discipline 180 

Medical 156 

Hardship/Humanitarian Transfers 112 

Basic Allowance for Quarters 90 

MOS Changes/Reassignments 52 

Ciothing/Equip~ent 46 

Personal Effects 46 

Mail 43 

Emergency Leave 41 

Haras sment /Maltrea.tment 35 

Miscellaneous 299 

The following graph indicates that the volume of Congressionalj 
Special Interest Correspondence for the next two months of Novem­
ber and December will essentially equal the volume (135/mo) for 
the same period in 1969. Howeyer ~ in percentage of total strength ') 
it should remain at a slightly higher level than the first ten 
months of 1970 (.68 vs .43%) if the strong trend indicated by the 
graph continues. 
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CONGRESSIONAL/SPECIAL INTEREST CORRESPONDENCE

The monthly volume of Congressional/Special Interest Correspon-
dence for the first ten months of 1970 averaged 109 inquiries,
which was slightly less than the 1969 monthly average of 113
inquiries. However, in percentage of total strength, the 1970
totals portray a 40% increase in such inquiries. The compannnss
received in 1970 fall into the follwoing categgrites

Welfare Reports 205

Confinement/Discipline 180

Medical 156

Hardship/Humanitarian Transfers 112

Basic Allowance for Quarters 90

MOS Changes/Reassignments 52

Clothing/Equipment 46

Personal Effects 46

Mail 43

Emergency Leave 41

Harassment/Maltreatment 35

Miscellaneous 299

The following graph indicates that the volume of Congressional/
Special Interest Correspondence for the next two months of Novem-
ber and December will essentially equal the volume (135/mo) for
the same period in 1969. However, in percentage of total strengthit should remain at a slightly higher level than the first ten
months of 1970 (.68 vs .43%) if the strong trend indicated by the
graph continues,
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DECORATIONS AND PURPLE HEART MEDALS 

The number of decorations (excluding Purple Heart Medals) processed 
by the Division Awards Board during the first ten months of 1970 
was 6~529. Although this amount was 30% less than the total of 
9,350 for the similar period in 1969, the more interesting'statistics 
are identified by the following normalized rates: 

RATES (Awards ;eetEersonnel) 

PE~10D '1969' , , '1970 

J anllary-October 1/27 1/29 

J anuaI"y-May 1/26 1/35 

June-October 1/28 1/24 

The rate decrease during the January through May 1970 period is 
primarily explained "by the lessened intensity of enemy actions. 
The most sigb~ficant change occurred during the June thr9ugh Oc­
tober 1970 period when, the monthly decorations rate increased 85% 
from 1/31 at the beginning to 1/1.7 at the end of the periOd 
(highest monthly ratio, for 1969-l970L The factor driving the 
increase was the concentrated submission of meritorious awards 
occasioned by the redeployment of units. 

Purple Heart Medals were awarded, at an average' of' 1/25'dUi'ing the­
period January through September 1969. However, beginning in 
October 1969 and continuing through October 1970. the, Purple Heart 
I1ward"rate reduced fairly uniformly to a low monthly ratio ofT./90 
personnel" 

The trend established during the May through October 1970 period ' 
lndlcates that Pur.ple Heart Medals will be awarded at a gradually 
reduced rate" For the remaining two months of 1970~ the award 
Tate for all other decorations will likely decrea.se from the 
O::'tober 1970 high of l/IT due to the present pause in the rede­
ployment schedule. 

" 
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DECORATIONS AND PURPLE HEART MEDALS

The number of decorations (excluding Purple Heart Medals) processed
by the Division Awards Board during the first ten months of 1970
was 6,529. Although this amount was 30% less than the total of
9,350 for the similar period in 1969, the more interesting statistics
are identified by the following normalized rates:

RATES (Awards per personnel)

PERIOD 1969 1970

January-October 1/27 1/29

January-May 1/26 1/35

June-October 1/28 1/24

The rate decrease during the January through May 1970 period is
primarily explained by the lessened intensity of enemy actions.
The most significant change occurred during the June through Oc-
tober 1970 period when the monthly decorations rate increased 85%
from 1/31 at the beginning to 1/17 at the end of the period
(highest monthly ratio, for 1969-1970). The factor driving the
increase was the concentrated submission of meritorious awards
occasioned by the redeployment of units.

Purple Heart Medals were awarded at an average of 1/25 during the
period January through September 1969. However, beginning in
October 1969 and continuing through October 1970, the Purple Heart
award-rate reduced fairly uniformly to a low monthly ratio of 1/90
personnel.

The trend established during the May through October 1970 period
indicates that Purple Heart Medals will be awarded at a gradually
reduced rate. For the remaining two months of 1970, the award
rate for all other decorations will likely decrease from the
October 1970 high of 1/17 due to the present pause in the rede-
ployment schedule.
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AND OTHERREIN)1ST MARINE DIVISI

NOV

2

1

0

TOTALDECNOVOCTSEPAUGJULJUNMAYAPRMARFEBJAN
9165381406866 41311304869211197819120964469 PHM 693

1.291.343.56 1.344.972.083.925.053.432.66 4.98to CMD 2.59
10593596766 6479279419039951200 9651.057672OTHER 924

2.022.092.533.824.24 4.153.854.074,434.943.86 2.78CMD
RATIO

1.56 1.57 1.151.891.07.831.851.08.811.29DEC/PHM .991.041.33
134279 19727234838841042845444470 PHM
1.111.201.411.66 1.27x CMD 1.781.881.831.701.62
701810916782678462403809624344OTHER
5.904.943.65 4.643.232.121.853.45% CMD 2.341.25

RATIO
5.134.113.291.95 2.88DEC/PIM 1.19.981.891.3877
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LAW AND DISCIPLINE 

The beginning of calendar year 1970 saw a marked increase in 
judicial and disciplinary proceedings. For example, trials 
for crlimes of vioJ,e,nce increased from a January-October 1969 
monthly rate of six per 10,000 personnel to a 1970 rate of 
eight per 10~000. The rise in courts-martial relating to crimes 
of violence does not necessarily mean that such crimes have 
increased in number, but rather that they are being investigated 
and prosecuted with more thoroughness. An adjunct to viol-ent 
cri.mes was the mounting brig population experienced in 1970. 
The mean confined-ratio for the months January through October 
1970 was 48 per 10,000, which was a 120% increase over the 1969 
rate of 22 per 10,000 for the like period. 

Late spring and summer 1970 saw downward trends in the brig 
population~ crimes of violence, and punitive discharges. The 
new policy of transferring prisoners sentenced to more than 
60 days confinement to Camp Pendleton, which became effective 
in August 1970, has substantially reduced the confinee strength. 

The decreases in punitive discharges (0.08%"t.J'I~lO.05%) and crimes 
of violence (0.13% to 0.06%) which occurred in i'ate spring and 
s urnmer .,) and which appear to be continuing into the fall of 1970, 
are t,he result of the reduction in Division strength and the 
deterrence resulting from increased effectiveness in techniques 
of investigation. 

c_ ,- ~ 
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LAW AND DISCIPLINE

The beginning of calendar year 1970 saw a marked increase in
judicial and disciplinary proceedings. For example, trials
for crimes of violence increased from a January-October 1969
monthly rate of six per 10,000 personnel to a 1970 rate of
eight per 10,000. The rise in courts-martial relating to crimes
of violence does not necessarily mean that such crimes have
increased in number, but rather that they are being investigated
and prosecuted with more thoroughness. An adjunct to violent
crimes was the mounting brig population experienced in 1970.
The mean confined-ratio for the months January through October
1970 was 48 per 10,000, which was a 120% increase over the 1969
rate of 22 per 10,000 for the like period.

Late spring and summer 1970 saw downward trends in the brig
population, crimes of violence, and punitive discharges. The
new policy of transferring prisoners sentenced to more than
60 days confinement to Camp Pendleton, which became effective
in August 1970, has substantially reduced the confinee strength.

The decreases in punitive discharges (0.08% to 0.05%) and crimes
of violence (0.13% to 0.06%) which occurred in late spring and
summer and which appear to be continuing into the fall of 1970,
are the result of the reduction in Division strength and the
deterrence resulting from increased effectiveness in techniques
of investigation.
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TRIALS INVOLVING CRIMES OF VIOLENCE 

A consistent ratio between crimes of violence and total strength 
of the Division' is not demonstrable. This is because the number' 
of trials in any given month is no indication of the amount ~f 
violence in the Division. There are occasions where a serious 
crime takes a considerable length of time to investigate o The 
case finally comes to trial two to three months and sometimes 
longer after the incident occurred. Thus the totals for the 
month may balloon to what appears to be an abnormally high total. 
June and August 1970 are examples of this situation. 

The ratio of crimes'o~ violence to Division strength ·increased 
from a January-October 1969 monthly rate of six per 10,000 to a 
1970 rate of eight per 10,000. Ooe f'actor contributing to the 
greater tria1 rate is the increased effectiveness in investi­
gating such crimes. Further improvements in effectiveness are 
possible due to the pUblication of Force Order 3120 0 4 ofn4 
August 1970 which describes standard operating procedures for 
investigating crimes of violence. 

A review of the trend illustrated in August, September, ,a,nd 
October makes it appear that 0.06 will be a useful predictive' 
constant for the remainder of 1970 0 
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TRIALS INVOLVING CRIMES OF VIOLENCE

A consistent ratio between crimes of violence and total strength
of the Division is not demonstrable. This is because the number
of trials in any given month is no indication of the amount of
violence in the Division. There are occasions where a serious
crime takes a considerable length of time to investigate. The
case finally comes to trial two to three months and sometimes
longer after the incident occurred. Thus the totals for the
month may balloon to what appears to be an abnormally high total.
June and August 1970 are examples of this situation.

The ratio of crimes of violence to Division strength increased
from a January-October 1969 monthly rate of six per 10,000 to a
1970 rate of eight per 10,000. One factor contributing to the
greater trial rate is the increased effectiveness in investi-
gating such crimes. Further improvements in effectiveness are
possible due to the publication of Force Order 3120.4 of 14
August 1970 which describes standard operating procedures for
investigating crimes of violence.

A review of the trend illustrated in August, September, and
October makes it appear that 0.06 will be a useful predictive
constant for the remainder of 1970.
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VIOLANCEDRINGSREIN)DIVISIONMAPINE351
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TOTALDECNOVOCTSEPAUGJULJUNMAYAPRMARFEBJAN 1692319166719151514 21969TRIALS 15 11

.08.07.06.03.03.09.07.04 .07.06.05% of Divi .07
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UNAUTHORIZED ABSENCE REPORT -
Unauthorized absence cases during the past four months of 1970 averaged 
00 10% of the command~ as compared with 0012% for the same period in 
19~9o : Although the current absence rate is smaller for this year ~ the 
dU'ference is 'minimal. 

A predictive constant of 0.,10% can be established from the 1970 data~ 
thus leading to a projected figure of 12 unauthorized absences for 
each of the two rem.aining months of thl s year. 
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UNAUTHORIZED ABSENCE REPORT

Unauthorized absence cases during the past four months of 1970 averaged
0.10% of the command, as compared with 0.12% for the same period in

1969. Although the current absence rate is smaller for this year, the

difference is minimal.

A predictive constant of 0.10% can be established from the 1970 data,
thus leading to a projected figure of 12 unauthorized absences for

each of the two remaining months of this year.
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1ST MARINI DIVISION (REIN)

MAR APR
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TOTALDECSEP OCT NOVAUGJULJUNMAYAPRMARFEBJAN

1969
180#35LO28 31.1927NO. UA

.14 .1) .12.12.09.12% CMD
114 18046 157427NO. CUM,

1970
24 17 1217421736 121723NO. UA

.10.10.09.06.16 .11.20.08% CMD .07.09
188 205 21.788 147 17110540 7623NO. CUM.

*TOTAL SHOWN IS FOR THE LAST SIX MONTHS OF 1969. THE DASHED LINE REPRESENTS NUMBERS
DERIVED BY MULTI PLING DIV STRENGTH BY .12, BOTH THE MEAN AND MODE OF %CMD FOR 1969
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CONFINED MARINES 

The 1970 six-month period, January to June~ shows approximately a 100% 
increase in the number of Marine confinees over the first six months of 
1969 (669 vs 306). The probable cause for this rising number of confined 
Marines is illustrated in the graph (Tab 1-6c) which reflects a 61% 
increase in trials for crim~s of viol.~nce during the same period o 

Persons suspected of crimes of violence are, in most cases, placed in 
pretrial confinement since they are considered to present a threat to 
personnel of their parent unit. Also~ convicted offenders of crimes of 
violence, for the most part~ receive confinement as part of their sentence 
and seldom have the confinement portion of the sentence suspended by 
the convening authority, 

The application of a liberal administrative separation policy, which by 
ridding the Division of potential offenders, should alleviate the brig 
population problem, althour,h it is impossible to estabHnh a direct 
correlation. Long term relief will probab:\.y result as the Marine Corps 
raises its recruiting and reenlistment standards, 

The decrease in the total number of Division personnel confined at the 
United States Army Vietnam Installat10n Stockade (USARVIS), formerly the 
III MAF Correctional Center, is the result of the implementation of' a 
confinement to serve, to the Correctional Center, Camp Pendleton upon 
completion of the convening authority's action. In compliance with this 
policy, 51 prisoners were transferred to Camp Pendleton on 12 August 
1970. Although the total number of Marine confinees for October and the 
remainder of 1970 will not drop as dramatically as those of August and 
September 1970, a continual decrease 111 the total number of confinees 
is expected due to the reduction in Division strength. 
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CONFINED MARINES

The 1970 six-month period, January to June, shows approximately a 100%
increase in the number of Marine confinees over the first six months of
1969 (669 vs 306). The probable cause for this rising number of confined
Marines is illustrated in the graph (Tab 1-6c) which reflects a 61%
increase in trials for crimes of violence during the same period.

Persons suspected of crimes of violence are, in most cases, placed in

pretrial confinement since they are considered to present a threat to

personnel of their parent unit. Also, convicted offenders of crimes of

violence, for the most part, receive confinement as part of their sentence
and seldom have the confinement portion of the sentence suspended by
the convening authority.

The application of a liberal administrative separation policy, which by
ridding the Division of potential offenders, should alleviate the brig
population problem, although it is impossible to establish a direct
correlation. Long term relief will probably result as the Marine Corps
raises its recruiting and reenlistment standards.

The decrease in the total number of Division personnel confined at the
United States Army Vietnam Installation Stockade (USARVIS), formerly the
III MAF Correctional Center, is the result of the implementation of a
confinement to serve, to the Correctional Center, Camp Pendleton upon
completion of the convening authority's action. In compliance with this
policy, 51 prisoners were transferred to Camp Pendleton on 12 August
1970. Although the total number of Marine confinees for October and the
remainder of 1970 will not drop as dramatically as those of August and
September 1970, a continual decrease in the total number of confinees
is expected due to the reduction in Division strength.
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1ST MARTRE DIVISION TRAIN
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BAD CONDUCT AND DISHONORABLE DISCHARGES 

The graph reflects cases tried by courts-martial where either 
conduct or a dishonorable discharge was part of the sentence. 
is structured to represent the percentage of personnel within 
Division receiving such sentences. 

a bad 
The graph 

the 

The number of punitive discharges for January-October 1969 is not 
appreciably different from the total number to date for 1970 (120 vs 
137) • However ~ there has been a 28% decrease in the rate at whi ch 
punitive discharges have been adjudged during the m~mths June~October 
1970: The rate dropped from a monthly average of 7/10 ~OOO during 
January-May to an average of 5/10~OOO for the period June-Oc~ober. 

The steady trend rate of 5/10~OOO the past five months would indicate 
that the rates for November and December are likelY to be near this 
new low level. 
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BAD CONDUCT AND DISHONORABLE DISCHARGES

The graph reflects cases tried by courts-martial where either a bad
conduct or a dishonorable discharge was part of the sentence. The graph
is structured to represent the percentage of personnel within the
Division receiving such sentences.

The number of punitive discharges for January=October 1969 is not
appreciably different from the total number to date for 1970 (120 vs
137). However, there has been a 28% decrease in the rate at which
punitive discharges have been adjudged during the months June-October
1970: The rate dropped from a monthly average of 7/10,000 during
January-May to an average of 5/10,000 for the period June-October.

The steady trend rate of 5/10,000 the past five months would indicate
that the rates for November and December are likely to be near this
new low level.
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1ST MARIRE DIVISION (REIN)
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'ADMINISTRATIVE'DISCHARGES. 

The rapid rise in administrative separations from a rate of 6/10,000 
in January 1970 to a rate of 65/10,000 in July 1970 reflects command 
guidance issued in January in support of the Commandant of the Marine 
Corps policy on this mattero 

The August and September 1970 monthly totals, portray a..significant 
decline in both numbers (from 140 to 51) and in,percentages of total 
strength '(from 0.65 to 0.43). In pa.rt~ the, decline in numbers of 
separations can be attributed to. the reduction in total Division strength. 
However, the decline in percentage appears to be a result of the weeding­
out process accomplished during January-July and a deterrent impact 
accruing; from the growing realization on the part of certain reca.1citrants 
that they face the reality of an undesirable or unsuitability discharge. e 
The percentage of the command to receive administrative discharges rose 
by two-fifths in October 1970 to 0.43%, and it can be expected to remain 
at this level in November and December due to the following factors~ 
continuing emphasis on the Commandant's policy; and having retained~ 
in-country, those individuals who are being processed for administrative 
separation while the Division strength is concurrently being reduced. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE DISCHARGES

The rapid rise in administrative separations from a rate of 6/10,000
in January 1970 to a rate of 65/10,000 in July 1970 reflects command
guidance issued in January in support of the Commandant of the Marine
Corps policy on this matter.

The August and September 1970 monthly totals portray a significant
decline in both numbers (from 140 to 51) and in percentages of total
strength (from 0.65 to 0.43). In part, the decline in numbers of
separations can be attributed to the reduction in total Division strength.
However, the decline in percentage appears to be a result of the weeding-
out process accomplished during January-July and a deterrent impact
accruing from the growing realization on the part of certain recalcitrants
that they face the reality of an undesirable or unsuitability discharge.

The percentage of the command to receive administrative discharges rose
by two-fifths in October 1970 to 0.43%, and it can be expected to remain
at this level in November and December due to the following factors:
continuing emphasis on the Commandant's policy; and having retained,
in-country, those individuals who are being processed for administrative
separation while the Division strength is concurrently being reduced.
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FOREIGN CLAIMS INVESTIGATIONS 

Foreign claims investigations~ averaging 15 per month, have exhibited a 4It 
slightly rising trend during the past eight months v However~ the numb.er 
being processed by Division has. already begun to decrease to zero due to 
III MAF's assumption of all initial claims-processing required on or after 
20 October 1970. 

C- /_ C,I 

DECLASSIFIED 

31 OCT 10 

DECLASSIFIED

FOREIGN CLAIMS INVESTIGATIONS

Foreign claims investigations, averaging 15 per month, have exhibited a
slightly rising trend during the past eight months. However, the number

being processed by Division has already begun to decrease to zero due to
III MAF's assumption of all initial claims-processing required on or after
20 October 1970.
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ADMINISTRATIVE AND JUDICIAL ACTION 'RELATING 'TO 'DRUG 'ABUSE 

Administrative and judicial action rates relating to drug abuse have 
increased by nearly 200% in the first ten months of 191~ as compared to 
the like period in 1969 (35/10,000 vs l3/10~OOO). Comparing the first 
ten months of 1969 with the first ten months of 1970 reveals the following: 
non-Judicial punishments have increased 25% (35 to 45); investigations 
have increased by 49% (178 to 351); and courts-martial have increased by 
14% (117 to 136). 

During the first ten months of 1970 there were eighteen times as many ~ 
administrative discharges as there were by the end of October 1969 (180 ... 
vs 10). However, actions after the fact are not the only measures being 
taken. All training-schedule preventative lectures have been increased 
in scope and intensity. In supplement to that instruction j a special 
lecturer working out of Division Headquarters has presented 217 individual 
lectures to 17,171 members of the Division since January 19700 
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ADMINISTRATIVE AND JUDICIAL ACTION RELATING TO DRUG ABUSE

Administrative and judicial action rates relating to drug abuse have
increased by nearly 200% in the first ten months of 1970 as compared to
the like period in 1969 (35/10,000 vs 13/10,000). Comparing the first
ten months of 1969 with the first ten months of 1970 reveals the following:
non-judicial punishments have increased 25% (35 to 45); investigations
have increased by 49% (178 to 351); and courts-martial have increased by
14% (117 to 136).

During the first ten months of 1970 there were eighteen times as many
administrative discharges as there were by the end of October 1969 (180
vs 10). However, actions after the fact are not the only measures being
taken. All training-schedule preventative lectures have been increased
in scope and intensity. In supplement to that instruction, a special
lecturer working out of Division Headquarters has presented 217 individual
lectures to 17,171 members of the Division since January 1970.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN) PADMINISTRATIVE AND JUDICIAL ACTIONS CONCERNING

DRUG ABUSE, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970
1970INCID NCB1969 INCIDENCE
1970CUMUL1969 COMMATIVE

AS OF

DECNOVOCTSEPAUGJULJUNMAYAPRMARFEBJAN 96
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80800

72720

64
640

56560

48480

40400

32200

24240

16160

880
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TOTALDECNOVOCTSEPAUGJULJUNMAYAPRMARFEBJAN
1969

438 40 318 132472NJP
20426 26258 91216 35lr 17620INVES 157211911 1515 51798 1211iliCOURTS
1311 2032211000ADM DIS
41754 5314 442357 303432192136TOTAL

1970
4511 35 64137 32NJP 35134424544 263238332631INVES
136618K111812181213.21DOURTS [80102018362316 231 2010ADM DIS
7125375 97778807550 686hTOTAL
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RACIAL INCIDENTS 

A racial incident is a disagreement j disobedience and/or violence 
perpetrated between individuals or groups with ethni c di'fference as 
a cause. 

Thirty-three incidents have been recorded during. the period',January­
October 1970, with about one. quartet (8) of them taking place in 
January. Based on strengths, the incident rate wentfram One per 
3.500 in January to one per 12,500 in October.. Because of the volatile 
nature of racial incidents, the above rates are not all that significant 
in describing a trend. 

A factor that obviously could become. of great importance regarding 
racial incidents is the decreasing tempo of operations~ an individual 
has increasingly more time On his hands to infiuence others or to be 
influenced concer~ing racial issues~ real or imagined. 

Affecting the area of rac~a1 matters in a positive manner is the 
immeasurable and yet apparently successful impact of the Division 
Leadership Council Program. 

G- - 1- t,J{' 

DECLASSIFIED 

31 OCT 70 

• 
DECLASSIFIED

RACIAL INCIDENTS

A racial incident is a disagreement, disobedience and/or violence

perpetrated between individuals or groups with ethnic difference as
a cause.

Thirty-three incidents have been recorded during the period January-
October 1970, with about one quarter (8) of them taking place in

January. Based on strengths, the incident rate went from one per
3,500 in January to one per 12,500 in October. Because of the volatile
nature of racial incidents, the above rates are not all that significant
in describing a trend.

A factor that obviously could become of great importance regarding
racial incidents is the decreasing tempo of operations: an individual
has increasingly more time on his hands to influence others or to be
influenced concerning racial issues, real or imagined.

Affecting the area of racial matters in a positive manner is the
immeasurable and yet apparently successful impact of the Division
Leadership Council Program.
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RACIAL INCIDENTS, CALENDAR YEAR 19701ST

CUMULATIVE INCIDENCEINCIDENCE
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CONFIDENTIAL 

FRAGGING INCIDENTS 

Felonious "fragging", or assault with an explosive device, has 
occurred at the relatively steady average of slightly over three 
a month. The greate·st frequency was in September and in February 
when five incidents were recorded in each of these months; the 
smallest frequency occurred in July~ with only one fragging. 
There has been one Marine killed and forty injured in these attacks. 

During the first four months of 1970, only two of the fourteen 
clandestine incidents were solved, but a program of speedy and 
thorough investigation through implementation of ForO 3120.4 
("Operation Freeze") and swift disciplinary action has considerably 
improved that record. As a result of this program~ of the eleven 
incidents that occurred from the beginning of May through the end 
of August, six have been solved and one is still under investigation. 
Of the five perpetrated in September~ three have been solved and 
one is Under jnvestigation. October recorded three cases with one 
solved and two under investigation. Such thorough law enforcement 
may, in the future~ tend to discourage potential assailants. 
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CONFIDENTIAL

FRAGGING INCIDENTS

Felonious "fragging", or assault with an explosive device, has
occurred at the relatively steady average of slightly over three
a month. The greatest frequency was in September and in February
when five incidents were recorded in each of these months; the
smallest frequency occurred in July, with only one fragging.
There has been one Marine killed and forty injured in these attacks.

During the first four months of 1970, only two of the fourteen
clandestine incidents were solved, but a program of speedy and
thorough investigation through implementation of ForO 3120. 4
("Operation Freeze") and swift disciplinary action has considerably
improved that record. As a result of this program, of the eleven
incidents that occurred from the beginning of May through the end
of August, six have been solved and one is still under investigation.
Of the five perpetrated in September three have been solved and
one is under investigation. October recorded three cases with one
solved and two under investigation. Such thorough law enforcement
may, in the future, tend to discourage potential assailants.
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CONFIDENTIAL
1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN) FRAGGI IG INCIDENTS. CALENDAR YEAR 1970

CASUALTIESINCIDENTS
MONTHLY FREQUENCY

AS OF 31 OCTOBER 1970
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·GROUND·SAFETY 

In the categories of friendly firepower incidentB.and accidental 
discharges, there were 263 incidents.recordedfor the first ten months 
of calendar.year 1970 as.compared to 407 incidents listed during the 
same period in 1969. However, when based on strengths the average 
monthly incident rates for the first ten months of 1969 and 1970 were 
essentially equal (1.3/1,000 vs 1.2/1,000). 

October 1970 ended with 17 friendly firepower incidents~ or with the 
involvement of 0.96 Marines per tnousand of the present total population. 
Th~s can pe compared favorably with 1969's thirty-nine friendly firepower 
inc~dents recorded in the month of October. That count affected 3.90 
Marines per thousand of that past population. 

In the first ten months of calendar year 1970, there were 41 deaths and 
336 wounded by misuse of weapons and friendly firepower. During the same 
period in 1969 there were 93 deaths and 468 wounded from the same causes, 
When normalized by strength, the death rate for 1970 decreased 33% from 
the like period in 1969, and the injured rate remained about the same. 

Of the three types of incidents, only the one involving individual 
weapons outside a cantonment has exhibited a greater rate of increase 
for this year compared to the same period last year. 
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GROUND SAFETY

In the categories of friendly firepower incidents and accidental
discharges, there were 263 incidents recorded for the first ten months
of calendar year 1970 as compared to 407 incidents listed during the
same period in 1969. However, when based on strengths the average
monthly incident rates for the first ten months of 1969 and 1970 were

essentially equal (1.3/1,000 vs 1.2/1,000).

October 1970 ended with 17 friendly firepower incidents, or with the

involvement of 0.96 Marines per thousand of the present total population.
This can be compared favorably with 1969's thirty-nine friendly firepower
incidents recorded in the month of October. That count affected 3.90
Marines per thousand of that past population.

In the first ten months of calendar year 1970, there were 41 deaths and

336 wounded by misuse of weapons and friendly firepower. During the same

period in 1969 there were 93 deaths and 468 wounded from the same causes.
When normalized by strength, the death rate for 1970 decreased 33% from
the like period in 1969, and the injured rate remained about the same.

Of the three types of incidents, only the one involving individual

weapons outside a cantonment has exhibited a greater rate of increase
for this year compared to the same period last year.
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SUPPORTINGARMS'INCIDENTS 

Friendly fire accidents involving supporting. arms (including air, 
artillery, and crew-served weapons) showed a marked.decline~ averaging 
just over five incidents a month in 1970 as. compared to thirteen per 
month in 1969. Using the more definitive comparison of incidents per 
thousands of total population, there were 0.38 incidents per thousand 
Marines in October, 1970 and 0.46 incidents per thousand in October, 
1969. 

Intensive command interest has been devoted to this area of concern, 
as evidenced by the Commanding Generalis communications to commanders, 
The impact of this interest appears to be reflected in the data on the 
accompanying chart, which shows that the casualty.rate for the Division 
has reduced 21% from a monthly average of 8/10,000 during January through 
May 1970 to an average of 6/10,000 during June through October 1970 0 

During the period January 1969 to October 1970 a decreasing trend has 
been established which forecasts fUrther reductions in the rate of 
friendly casualties. 
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SUPPORTING ARMS INCIDENTS

Friendly fire accidents involving supporting arms (including air,
artillery, and crew-served weapons) showed a marked decline, averaging
just over five incidents a month in 1970 as compared to thirteen per
month in 1969. Using the more definitive comparison of incidents per
thousands of total population, there were 0.38 incidents per thousand
Marines in October, 1970 and 0.46 incidents per thousand in October,
1969.

Intensive command interest has been devoted to this area of concern,
as evidenced by the Commanding General's communications to commanders.
The impact of this interest appears to be reflected in the data on the
accompanying chart, which shows that the casualty rate for the Division
has reduced 21% from a monthly average of 8/10,000 during January through
May 1970 to an average of 6/10,000 during June through October 1970.
During the period January 1969 to October 1970 a decreasing trend has
been established which forecasts further reductions in the rate of
friendly casualties.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN)

JAN AUGMAR MAY JUIJUNAPR NOVOCT
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INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS INCIDENTS 

Contrary to the case of friendly fl.re incidents with supporting arms$ 
individual weapons incidents remain rather high, averaging 9,0 in­
cidents a month for the first ten months of calendar year 19IO as 
compared to an average of 8,9 a month for the same period in 1969. 
Individual weapons incidents (recorded separately from in-cafltonment 
accidental discharges) o~cur:red at the rate of 0,38 incidents per 
thousand of the Divisionis total strength in October 1970, This.is 
compared to a record of 0046 incidents per thousand Marines l.n October 
1969, 

October 1970 was a parti cUlarly good month for indi Vl d~al weapons 
accident prevention with unly four incidents in comparison with the 
yearVs high in August of flfteen,. VigOl'Olls ground safety Rnd "acC'ldent 
awareness ll progra.ms are (;onUnually being conducted wilhin the Divislonu 
Further preventative su(:eess conceming this pr~blem is directly relat.ed 
to our abilit.y to reverse the general attitude of un,:::oncefn among young 
Marines, This attitude is consldered paramount among the causes of 
"pure n aCCidental dischargesc 
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INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS INCIDENTS

Contrary to the case of friendly fire incidents with supporting arms,
individual weapons incidents remain rather high averaging 9.0 in-
cidents a month for the first ten months of calendar year 1970 as
compared to an average of 8.9 & month for the same period in 1969.
Individual weapons incidents (recorded separately from in-cantonment
accidental discharges) occurred at the rate of 0.38 incidents per
thousand of the Division's total strength in October 1970. This is
compared to a record of 0.46 incidents per thousand Marines in October
1969.

October 1970 was a particularly good month for individual weapons
accident prevention with only four incidents in comparison with the
year's high in August of fifteen. Vigorous ground safety and "accident
awareness" programs are continually being conducted within the Division.
Further preventative success concerning this problem is directly related
to our ability to reverse the general attitude of unconcern among young
Marines. This attitude is considered paramount among the causes of
"pure" accidental discharges.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION EIN) CU

INCIDENTS,
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Accidental discharges with small arms continue to be a problem within 
the Division~ but the trend continues pointing towards fewer such 
incident.s. Predominent are accidents with the .45 caliber pistol and 
the M-16 rifle. During the first ten months of 1970~ the accidental 
discharge rate has been 11.7 per month while during the same period 
in calendar year 1969 the average was 18.3 per month. During the month 
of October 1970~ there were .62 accidental discharges per thousand. 

As with the subject of casualties f:rom friendly supporting arttlS incidents, 
this area of interest has received equally intensive command attention. 
The results to date ar"e encouraging in that the accidental aischarge 
casualty rate went from 8/10,000 in 1969 to 5/10~;000 in 19"(0,) a 38% 
decrease. The trend established for ]970 to date indtc8Les a continuance 
of" the lowered rate of casualties. 
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ACCIDENTAL DISCHARGES

Accidental discharges with small arms continue to be a problem within
the Division, but the trend continues pointing towards fewer such
incidents. Predominent are accidents with the o45 caliber pistol and
the M-16 rifle. During the first ten months of 1970, the accidental
discharge rate has been 11.7 per month while during the same period
in calendar year 1969 the average was 18.3 per month. During the month
of October 1970, there were 62 accidental discharges per thousand.

As with the subject of casualties from friendly supporting arms incidents,
this area of interest has received equally intensive command attention.
The results to date are encouraging in that the accidental discharge
casualty rate went from 8/10,000 in 1969 to 5/10,000 in 1970 a 38%
decrease. The trend established for 1970 to date indicates a continuance
of the lowered rate of casualties.
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22020 1727 171820 1715INCIDENT 16171917
203 32 410KILLED 1 151

20517 15 1525161418 1.5WOUNDED 151 1718
234181928 17191715201626 21TOTAL 19
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1970
5:816 11 11INCIDENT$ 16 16 91012

1520 3 1O 13OKINLED 3 2
10165S1111713WOUNDED 10 1113

7711 111571616TOTAL 1? 11
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During the first ten months of calendar year 19,(0 there was an average 
of 13.3 motor vehicle accidents per month as compared to a monthl:Y 
average of 1905 for the first ten months of 19690 When based on strengths~ 
a comparison of 1969 and 19'70 shows that the rates were pn:l/~ti('any equal 
(.64/1~000 vs .63/L,000) 0 Concerning the past month~ October 1970 showed 
a rate of .n/l~OOO~ while October 1969 recorded a rate of .71)/1.000. 

Casualties resulting from motor vehicle accidents we'~e l.cwer in 19'70 9 

recorded at .46/1\>000 fo.!" October 1970 and 2 0 9/1,,000 for Oc,tober 1969u 
The rate at which Vietnamese are being killed a.nd injured exceeds that 
of 1969~ mainly due to the fantMtic growth of Light vehi('ular haffie 
and almost non-existent Vietnamese tnl.ffi.o ControL Division Marines 
are, however 9 being constantly schooled in st,rict obedience to traffic 
regulations and in the a,rt of defenSive driving, 
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MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS

During the first ten months of calendar year 1970 there was an average
of 13.3 motor vehicle accidents per month as compared to a monthly
average of 19.5 for the first ten months of 1969. When based on strengths,a comparison of 1969 and 1970 shows that the rates were practically equal
(.64/1,000 VS .63/1,000). Concerning the past month, October 1970 showed
a rate of .77/1,000, while October 1969 recorded & rate of .75/1,000.

Casualties resulting from motor vehicle accidents were lower in 1970,
recorded at .46/1,000 for October 1970 and 2.9/1,000 for October 1969.
The rate at which Vietnamese are being killed and injured exceeds that
of 1969, mainly due to the fantastic growth of light vehicular traffic
and almost non-existent Vietnamese traffic control. Division Marines
are, however, being constantly schooled in strict obedience to traffic
regulations and in the art of defensive driving.
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G.;.2·0VERVIEW 

Overall enemy activity in Quang Nam Province has diminished 
steadily during 1970. The most striking evidence of this decline 
is reflected in a monthly comparison of enemy sighted/enemy attacks 
by fire during the past ten months. Total enemy sighted monthly 
ha.s dropped from 4425 (January) to a low of 878 (October) .. repre­
senting a 5:1 ratio o Total enemy attacks by fire (rockets, mortar 
r~unds, lob bombs) have similarly declined; 658 rounds were re­
ceived in January as compared to a cumulative figure of 555 rounds 
received during the last four months (1 July - 31 October). 

This reduction in enemy activity can be attributed largely to the 
attritional losses sustained by units subordinate to Front 4 and 
t') the resultant decision by the enemy to revert to guerrilla war­
f!ne techniques in order to conserve his depleted forces. Over-
a.ll. enemy strength in the province" once estimated as high as 
16,800 (May 1969), has now diminished to an estimate of 9,,475 
(October 1970), Infiltration of replacements from North Vietnam 
has been minimal. The enemy is inability to recruit from the man~ 
power base of indigenous South Vietnamese has resulted in the 
necessity to assign many NVA personnel to augment traditionally 
VC Main Force. Local Force and Guerrilla Units, A further illus­
trat:lon of the enemy's declining combat effectiveness is evidenced 
by his need to realign his organizational structUToe. In early 
1970 ~ }'ront 4 commanded four NVA Regiments, but at present. it 
appears that only the 38th NVA Regiment has any degree of combat 
effectiveness, The disbanding of' units, ·reduction of unit strengths; 
and realignment of' operational control has resulted in an extenn ve 
reorganization of units as well as command and control relation­
ships, the "Wing" concept of decentralized command and control is 
now apparent1y defunct. Unless an intense effort is made by the 
enemy to introduce sizeable reinforcements into the province, it 
is anticipated that his present f'orce levels will continue to 
deteriorate. Confronted with FWMAF/ARVN preemptIve operations" 
l'educed manpower" food shortages ~ and monsoon conditions" enemy 
forces will be capable of conducting only the harassing activities 
that have characterized their efforts :in recent months. In the 
p:)pulated lowlands ~ main efforts will be channeled toward re­
building the depleted VC military and political structure at the 
hamlet and village level; in the highlands~ NVA forces will be 
preoccupied wit,h logistic activities. 

As a result of Phase IV Reductions during September 1970~ 1st 
Marine Division reconnaissance assets were reduced by two companie,; 
of the 1st Reconnaissance Battalion as well as the 1st Force Recon 7 

naissance Company (less a platoon detachment). Of the 24 reCOll­
nSlssance teams currently available for Division employment, an 
average of 15 teams are available for field duty. These figures 
are expected to remain relatively constant, Although present 
monsoon conditions are restrictive to helicopter insertions! ex·· 
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G-2 OVERVIEW

Overall enemy activity in Quang Nam Province has diminished

steadily during 1970. The most striking evidence of this decline

is reflected in a monthly comparison of enemy sighted/enemy attacks

by fire during the past ten months. Total enemy sighted monthly

has dropped from 4425 (January) to a low of 878 (October), repre-

senting a 5:1 ratio. Total enemy attacks by fire (rockets, mortar

rounds, lob bombs) have similarly declined; 658 rounds were re-

ceived in January as compared to a cumulative figure of 555 rounds

received during the last four months (1 July - 31 October).

This reduction in enemy activity can be attributed largely to the

attritional losses sustained by units subordinate to Front 4 and

to the resultant decision by the enemy to revert to guerrilla war-

fare techniques in order to conserve his depleted forces. Over-

all enemy strength in the province, once estimated as high as

16,800 (May 1969), has now diminished to an estimate of 9 475

(October 1970). Infiltration of replacements from North Vietnam

has been minimal. The enemy's inability to recruit from the man-

power base of indigenous South Vietnamese has resulted in the

necessity to assign many NVA personnel to augment traditionally
VC Main Force, Local Force and Guerrilla Units. A further illus-

tration of the enemy's declining combat effectiveness is evidenced

by his need to realign his organizational structure. In early

1970, Front 4 commanded four NVA Regiments, but at present it

appears that only the 38th NVA Regiment has any degree of combat

effectiveness. The disbanding of units, .reduction of unit strengths
and realignment of operational control has resulted in an extensive

reorganization of units as well as command and control relation-

ships, the "Wing" concept of decentralized command and control is
now apparently defunct. Unless an intense effort is made by the

enemy to introduce sizeable reinforcements into the province, it

is anticipated that his present force levels will continue to

deteriorate. Confronted with FWMAF/ARVN preemptive operations,
reduced manpower, food shortages, and monsoon conditions, enemy
forces will be capable of conducting only the harassing activities

that have characterized their efforts in recent months. In the

populated lowlands, main efforts will be channeled toward re-

building the depleted VC military and political structure at the

hamlet and village level; in the highlands, NVA forces will be

preoccupied with logistic activities.

As a result of Phase IV Reductions during September 1970, 1st

Marine Division reconnaissance assets were reduced by two companies
of the 1st Reconnaissance Battalion as well as the 1st Force Recon-

naissance Company (less a platoon detachment). Of the 24 recon-

naissance teams currently available for Division employment an

average of 15 teams are available for field duty. These figures
are expected to remain relatively constant. Although present

monsoon conditions are restrictive to helicopter insertions/ex-
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tractions of teams~ the current use of. Platoon/Company Patrol 
Bases wi 11 facilitate the employment and resupply of teams oper­
ating in the field. 

1st Marine Division sensor utilization has decreased significantly 
since July 1970 due t.o the removal of the DAISS (Danang Anti­
Infiltration Surveillance System) as well as RF Sensor Strings in 
southern and central Quang Nam Province. SCAMP personnel reductions~ 
reetrictions in the number of sensor channels 9 and monsoon con­
ditions have likewise contributed to a decline in the number of 
sensors that may be effectively employed. A total of 112 sensors 
were in use as of 31 October~ and this figure is expected to 
remain relatively constant for the remainder of 1970. 
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tractions of teams, the current use of Platoon/Company Patrol
Bases will facilitate the employment and resupply of teams oper-

ating in the field.

1st Marine Division sensor utilization has decreased significantly
since July 1970 due to the removal of the DAISS (Danang Anti-
Infiltration Surveillance System) as well as RF Sensor Strings in

southern and central Quang Nam Province. SCAMP personnel reductions,
restrictions in the number of sensor channels, and monsoon con-

ditions have likewise contributed to a decline in the number of
sensors that may be effectively employed. A total of 112 sensors
were in use as of 31 October, and this figure is expected to
remain relatively constant for the remainder of 1970.

31 OCT 70
CONFIDENTIAL

G-2
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFlDENT1AL 

~<~]NE~!Yl~ION'(~) '(REIN); 'ESTIMATED ENEMYSTR~~ 

'.s!!~ 'NAM...:R.ROVIN9Ei "CALENDAR 'YEARS '12§2Lill2. 

Total enemy forces included North Vietnamese Army~ Main Force and 
L()cal ForC'6 units 8,S well as village/hamlet guerri.llas. In Quang 
Nem Provin~e~ the estimated tot.al enemy strength has declined from 
a high of 16~800 (May 1969) to a level of approximately 9,,4'15 
(October 19'70). 

Unless substantial replacements are received from outside the 
fir -.:;v iri~' e:, enemy strength levels will probably continue to de~ 
~ r ease. While it appears that the enemy has the capabi 1i t.y to 
HI1;Y;)duce iniil trat.ion groups to replace, some of these losses ~ he 
does n::-.t appear inc lined at thi s time to increase infH tration to 
6. l.E vel t.hat. will recons ti tute former force levels 0 

Re'~rL.d lrnent of indigenous South Vietnamese d,::>es not play a. signif= 
icant part in overall manpower procurement as evidenced by the 
necessity to utilize NVA personnel in traditionally VC roles" On~ 

hand personnel assets will probably, continue to be redistributed 
at; appropriate, more NVA troops will be used to fill the ranks 
of MF and LB' units; NVA~ MF and LF personnel wil1 also be used to 
rebuild the depleted guerrLlla organization within the province. 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN), ESTIMATED ENEMY STRENGTH

QUANG NAM PROVINCE, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970

Total enemy forces included North Vietnamese Army, Main Force and
Local Force units as well as village/hamlet guerrillas. In Quang
Nam Province, the estimated total enemy strength has declined from
a high of 16,800 (May 1969) to a level of approximately 9,475
(October 1970).

Unless substantial replacements are received from outside the
province, enemy strength levels will probably continue to de=
crease. While it appears that the enemy has the capability to
introduce infiltration groups to replace some of these losses, he
does not appear inclined at this time to increase infiltration to
& level that will reconstitute former force levels.

Recruitment of indigenous South Vietnamese does not play & signif-
icant part in overall manpower procurement as evidenced by the
necessity to utilize NVA personnel in traditionally VC roles. On-
hand personnel assets will probably continue to be redistributed
as appropriate; more NVA troops will be used to fill the ranks
of MF and LF units, NVA MF and LF personnel will also be used to
rebuild the depleted guerrilla organization within the province.
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1ST MARINE 'DIVISION' (~) '(REIN) .jDEPLOYMENT OF 

RECONNAISSANCE 'TEAMS , 

CALENDAR YEARS 1969!1970 

D,ivision assets prior to September 1970 included the Division Recon­
md ssance Battalion and the 1st Force Reconnaissance Company. 
During this period deployed teams included those providing security 
for four Division observation postso 

A maJ or l"eo:rganization of the Division reconnaissance effort was 
effected in September 1970 as a result of the redeployment in 
Phase IV of two companies of the Division Reconnaissance Battalion 
ana the 1st Force Reconnaissance Company (less a one platoon detach­
meclt ) 0 Division Reconnaissance Battalion was relieved of the 
secutlty responsibility for three of the fOUT Division observation 
posts and given the objective of maintaining a minimum of 24 oper­
ational teams with the espability to deploy and support 12 of 
these teams at any given time o Deployed teams are now defined 
as only those opera.ting in the field on an assigned reconnaissance 
mission. 

24 teams are currently available for Division employment. An 
l!3.\'erage of 15 teams are prepared for field duty at any given time o 

'I'hese figures are expected to remain relatively constant. Actual 
depLJyment is significantly decreased due to curtailment of 
night activities and weather restrictions dur'ing the fall mon­
soon season as indicated. 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN) DEPLOYMENT OF

RECONNAISSANCE TEAMS

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970

Division assets prior to September 1970 included the Division Recon-

naissance Battalion and the 1st Force Reconnaissance Company.

During this period deployed teams included those providing security

for four Division observation posts.

A major reorganization of the Division reconnaissance effort was

effected in September 1970 as a result of the redeployment in
Phase IV of two companies of the Division Reconnaissance Battalion

and the 1st Force Reconnaissance Company (less a one platoon detach-

ment). Division Reconnaissance Battalion was relieved of the

security responsibility for three of the four Division observation

posts and given the objective of maintaining a minimum of 24 oper-
ational teams with the capability to deploy and support 12 of

these teams at any given time. Deployed teams are now defined

as only those operating in the field on an assigned reconnaissance

mission.

24 teams are currently available for Division employment. An

average of 15 teams are prepared for field duty at any given time.

These figures are expected to remain relatively constant. Actual

deployment is significantly decreased due to curtailment of

flight activities and weather restrictions during the fall mon-

soon season as indicated.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION· (.,;.,) . (REIN) iSENSORS ·EMPLOYED;CALENDAR YEARS 

.196211212. 

Sensor utilization decreased Significantly from July through October 
with the deactivation of the Danang Anti-Infiltration Surveillance 
System as well as RF Sensor Strings and Readout Sites in southern 
and central Quang Nam Province. There are presently four readout 
sites in the Division TAOR. 

During July and August there were 82 targets detected by sensors 9 

69 of which were attacked 'with arti1lery fire." B:>mb damage assess­
ment was conducted with negative results. 

During September and October, only 15 targets were detected by sen­
sors~ seven of which were attacked by artillery fire. BDA was con­
ducted with negative results. 

The decline in targets and the decrease in effectiveness of sensors 
within the Division TAOR is attributed to four factors: 

a. The restriction of sensor channels (frequencies) from ten to 
four. imposed by XXIV Corps, 

b. Reduction of the personnel strength of the Sensor Control 
And Management Platoon from 85 to 26. 

c. Due to higher priority operations~ security forces to escort 
SCAMP teams for sensor implants have been unavailable. 

d. Inclement weather. Sensor effectiveness is reduced signif­
icantly during periods of heavy rain and wind. 

Sensor utilization within the Division TAOR is expected to remain 
relatively constant at current levels throughout the remainder of 
the year. 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN), SENSORS EMPLOYED, CALENDAR YEARS

1969/1970

Sensor utilization decreased significantly from July through October

with the deactivation of the Danang ti-Infiltration Surveillance

System as well as RF Sensor Strings and Readout Sites in southern

and central Quang Nam Province. There are presently four readout

sites in the Division TAOR.

During July and August there were 82 targets detected by sensors,

69 of which were attacked with artillery fire. Bomb damage assess-

ment was conducted with negative results.

During September and October, only 15 targets were detected by sen-

sors, seven of which were attacked by artillery fire. BDA was con-

ducted with negative results.

The decline in targets and the decrease in effectiveness of sensors

within the Division TAOR is attributed to four factors:

a. The restriction of sensor channels (frequencies) from ten to

four, imposed by XXIV Corps.

b. Reduction of the personnel strength of the Sensor Control

And Management Platoon from 85 to 26.

C. Due to higher priority operations, security forces to escort

SCAMP teams for sensor implants have been unavailable.

d. Inclement weather. Sensor effectiveness is reduced signif-
i c antly during periods of heavy rain and wind.

Sensor utilization within the Division TAOR is expected to remain

relatively constant at current levels throughout the remainder of

the year.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION . (..;,) . (RElgl,iPRECIPITATION. ·QUANGNAMPROVINC§. 

CA~ENPAR YEAR~.}9§.9/1970 

Seasonal precipitation in Quang NaIll Provir.ce is associated with the 
Nort.h€.'ast Monsoon which pr'evails from September through January. 
Monthly rain accumulation during 1969 varied sharply from the mean 
~nly during the peak. accumulation in October when 39.37 inches of 
rain were recorded. Monthly rainfall fr'om January through October 
1970 has corresponded closely to mean monthly totals. 

Duyj ng the monsoon season I' freQuent occurrences of rain ~ fog ~ and 
l)w visibility allow the enemy to move with a greater degree of 
freedom from friendly air and ground observation. Conversely ~ wet 
weather has a detrimental effect on enemy movement due to swollen 
S1-reams and inundated lowlands. As the 1970 monsoon season con~ 
tinues I> deterioration of. food ~ ordnance and other supply caches 
Will contribute to difficulties presently being encountered by 
enemy forces in the province. 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN), PRECIPITATION, QUANG NAM PROVINCE

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970

Seasonal precipitation in Quang Nam Province is associated with the

Northeast Monsoon which prevails from September through January.

Monthly rain accumulation during 1969 varied sharply from the mean

only during the peak accumulation in October when 39.37 inches of

rain were recorded. Monthly rainfall from January through October

1970 has corresponded closely to mean monthly totals.

During the monsoon season, frequent occurrences of rain, fog, and

low visibility allow the enemy to move with a greater degree of

freedom from friendly air and ground observation. Conversely, wet

weather has a detrimental effect on enemy movement due to swollen

streams and inundated lowlands. As the 1970 monsoon season con-

tinues, deterioration of food, ordnance and other supply caches

will contribute to difficulties presently being encountered by

enemy forces in the province.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (..;). (REIN) 9 ENEMY ACTIVITY WI'I'HlN 

TACTICAL AREA OFRESPONSIBILITY,j CALENDAR YEAR 1.970 

Overa)l, enemy activity declined at a steady rate during the past 
ten months. This steady decrease.in activity is attributed to the 
forced reversion to the guerrilla warfare tactics which were 
prevalent prior to the large scale commitment of North Vietnamese 
Army For'ces in 1966 0 Since the enemy reduced the number of his 
offeneive actions utilizing North Vietnamese A~ units and began 
conCcentrating on the GVN Pacification Progra.m~ employing local 
foy;::-e units~ his overt presence in the lowlands has declined sig­
nificantly. 

lr.. 0rder for him to implement his strategy of guerrilla warfare~ 
t.he enemy has continued tu employ roC'kets against area targets ~ a 
ta-:oUc which serves as an excellent psychological weapon. Since 
he has neither the logistical system nor combat capability to em­
p)oy rockets as a medium of' close combat support \' the enemy has 
util i zed rockets as a medium to intimidate the civilian population 
and t,o a lesser degree" FWMAF. The pattern of rocket attacks con­
forms closely to suyges and ebbs of the enemy'! s campaign. (During 
the month of January ~ the momhs of April and May ~ and the period 
August through Septembe~. the enemy attempted to increase his of­
fensive activity. Con5equently~ of the 214 rockets he has launched 
dm ing 1970!> 185 we're fired during these thY'ee periods.) There is 
n;) e"idence that effectiveness of enemy rocket units will improve 
in the future. (See 2-·5a) 

Enemy efficiency in the employment of.mortars has deteriorated as 
evidenced by the inaccurate fire reported by units in the 1st Marine 
Division TAOR during the month of October •. Mortars have been used 
prlmarily as a harassing weapon since the enemy has elected not to 
commit siz.eable forces.in an offensive role. As is true of rocket 
attacks" mort.ar attacks are timed to coincide with general offensive 
surges. Although the number of rounds received surpa.ssed those of 
September:, the 145 employed in October were inef'fect.i ve against 
1st Ma.rine Division Unite. (See 2~5a) 

'rhe use of lob bombs is almost entirely for purpose of harassment. 
The round:! composed of a crudely fuzed artillery round or aerial 
b~mb lofted in the general direction of a target by a charge of 
explosive" travels approximately 600 meters. It is a grossly in­
accurate system and the round is often a dud. (See 2-5a) 

The number of enemy sighted by 1st Marine Division Units during the 
past ten months has steadily dropped from a high of 4~425 during 
January to a new low of' 878 in October. This reflects the enemyVs 
overall strength decline in the province (See 2-1) and also reveals 
his reluctance to jeopardize his remaining forces. Adverse weather 
during the remainder of the year will further contribute toward the 
reduction of sightings \, Since enemy movement will be severely im~ 
~eded. (See 2-5b) 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN), ENEMY ACTIVITY WITHIN

TACTICAL AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY, CALENDAR YEAR 1970

Overall, enemy activity declined at a steady rate during the past
ten months. This steady decrease in activity is attributed to the
forced reversion to the guerrilla warfare tactics which were

prevalent prior to the large scale commitment of North Vietnamese

Army Forces in 1966. Since the enemy reduced the number of his
offensive actions utilizing North Vietnamese Army units and began
concentrating on the GVN Pacification Program, employing local

force units, his overt presence in the lowlands has declined sig-
nificantly.

In order for him to implement his strategy of guerrilla warfare,
the enemy has continued to employ rockets against area targets, a
tactic which serves as an excellent psychological weapon. Since
he has neither the logistical system nor combat capability to em-

ploy rockets as a medium of close combat support the enemy has
utilized rockets as a medium to intimidate the civilian population
and to a lesser degree FWMAF. The pattern of rocket attacks con
forms closely to surges and ebbs of the enemy's campaign. (During
the month of January, the months of April and May, and the period
August through September, the enemy attempted to increase his of-

fensive activity. Consequently, of the 214 rockets he has launched

during 1970, 185 were fired during these three periods.) There is

no evidence that effectiveness of enemy rocket units will improve
in the future. (See 2-5a)

Enemy efficiency in the employment of mortars has deteriorated as
evidenced by the inaccurate fire reported by units in the 1st Marine
Division TAOR during the month of October. Mortars have been used

primarily as a harassing weapon since the enemy has elected not to
commit sizeable forces in an offensive role. As is true of rocket
attacks mortar attacks are timed to coincide with general offensive

surges. Although the number of rounds received surpassed those of

September the 145 employed in October were ineffective against
1st Marine Division Units. (See 2=5a)

The use of lob bombs is almost entirely for purpose of harassment.
The round composed of a crudely fuzed artillery round or aerial
bomb lofted in the general direction of a target by a charge of

explosive, travels approximately 600 meters. It is a grossly in-

accurate system and the round is often a dud. (See 2-5a)

The number of enemy sighted by 1st Marine Division Units during the

past ten months has steadily dropped from a high of 4,425 during
January to & new low of 878 in October. This reflects the enemy's
overall strength decline in the province (See 2-1) and also reveals
his reluctance to jeopardize his remaining forces. Adverse weather

during the remainder of the year will further contribute toward the

reduction of sightings, since enemy movement will be severely im-

peded. (See 2=5b)
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN) i ROCKETSi MORTAR ·.ROUNDS'AND LOB 

BOMBS RECEIVED, CALENDAR YEAR 1970 

Enemy employment of rockets during 1970 has varied from a high 
during April when 58 were expended to two months (March and July) 
in which no rockets were fired in Quang Nam Province. Rocket 
attacks have been directed primarily against Danang and its en­
virons~ and while they fre~uently are planned for periods of low 
lunar illumination, the enemy Q s ability to launch such attacks 
is largely governed by his ability to avoid FWMAF/ARVN detection 
while attempting to establish launch sites. Preemptive small 
unit operations in the ViDanang Rocket Belti! have contributed 
significantly toward denying the enemy ample opportunity to pre­
pare multiple firing positions within range of lucrative targets. 
Rockets have also been employed recently against Hill 52 and 
Thuong Duc eIDG eamp~ both located in the Thuong Duc Corridor, 
By virtue of occupying dominant terrain the enemy has a higher 
degree of selectivity in choosing firing sites within this area~ 
howeyer the inherent inaccuracy of this weapon renders it 
relatively ineffective if fired in small quantities, When afforded 
the opportunity~ the enemy will continue to fire rockets in small 
numbers, but current monsoon conditions will degrade the reliability 
of the weapons1s electrical firing se~uenceo TAB 2-5 also discusses 
enemy rocket employment, 

Mortar rounds constitute by far the largest expenditure of enemy 
ordnance employed in stand-off attacks by fire, However~ these 
attacks are primarily harassing in nature and are rarely followed 
by ~nfantry or sapper exploitation, Enemy employment during the 
year commenced with a high of 621 rounds expended in January ~ 
f ollovTeo by a drastic decrease that has not exceeded 285 :(June). 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN), ROCKETS, MORTAR ROUNDS, AND LOB

BOMBS RECEIVED, CALENDAR YEAR 1970

Enemy employment of rockets during 1970 has varied from a high

during April when 58 were expended to two months (March and July)

in which no rockets were fired in Quang Nam Province. Rocket

attacks have been directed primarily against Danang and its en-

virons, and while they frequently are planned for periods of low

lunar illumination, the enemy's ability to launch such attacks

is largely governed by his ability to avoid FWMAF/ARVN detection

while attempting to establish launch sites. Preemptive small

unit operations in the "Danang Rocket Belt" have contributed

significantly toward denying the enemy ample opportunity to pre-

pare multiple firing positions within range of lucrative targets.

Rockets have also been employed recently against Hill 52 and

Thuong Duc CIDG Camp, both located in the Thuong Duc Corridor.

By virtue of occupying dominant terrain the enemy has a higher

degree of selectivity in choosing firing sites within this area,

however the inherent inaccuracy of this weapon renders it

relatively ineffective if fired in small quantities. When afforded

the opportunity, the enemy will continue to fire rockets in small

numbers, but current monsoon conditions will degrade the reliability

of the weapons's electrical firing sequence. TAB 2-5 also discusses

enemy rocket employment.

Mortar rounds constitute by far the largest expenditure of enemy
ordnance employed in stand-off attacks by fire. However, these

attacks are primarily harassing in nature and are rarely followed

by infantry or sapper exploitation. Enemy employment during the

year commenced with a high of 621 rounds expended in January,
followed by a drastic decrease that has not exceeded 285 (June).
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From July through October the average monthly expenditure has 
been 111 reunds per month" This is in consonance with the evidence 
of declining enemy activity throughout the province; friendly 
small unit operations have denied the enemy opportunity to conduct 
sustained ba,rrages wi th;:mt detection s> consequently the mortar team 
must resort to short-duration employment and resultant ineffectiveness, 
Aa evidenced by captured documents ~ availability of mortar ammunition 
has no significant bear'ing on the number of rourlds fired. since 
adequate quantities are cached throughout the provinceu On the other 
hand" m-Jrtar tubes ~ while sUl'ficient in quanti ty ~ ar'€ considered 
t:.JJ valuable to risk (lJ.pture and t,herefore are employed spar'ingly" 
In t he for eseeable future s' the enemy can be expected to employ 
his mortals in 8. cautious fashlon" choosing neither to jeopardize 
men or weapons for the sake of limited results 0 Mortar attacks 
will remain harassing in nature, AddHional comments on enemy 
mortar err;pLyment ale >.)nta.1h2d in (2.5)" 

Employment of lob bDmbs th.is yea.!" hab varied from a high during 
June when 27 were expended to two months (February and April) in 
which no l'.)b bombs wece ut11iz,ed 1.n Quang Nam Province. As 
portrt;,yed by the graph, the only pattern in evidence is a usage 
that appears tv vi:J.ry inversely proportional to the expenditure of 
rockets 01' morta-r rounds ~ thereby superficially indicat.ing a Vlgap 
filler!; weapon encountered during periods when conventional stand­
off atta.::ks by fire have declinedu Despite such a pattern~ there 
i5 no amplifying evidence to support this trend" and it is generally 
cont:ludedthat lob bombs are employed in ::andom fashion by guerrilla 
forces u Although this crude weapon lends little to the enemy'ls 
supporting arms capabi 1i ty I> it will continue to be employed 
infrequently by guerri1l88 as a harassing technique. Ta,b 2-5 
also addresses lob bomb employment. 

C_.2_Sa.. 

DECLASSIFIED 

31 OCT 10 
CONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

From July through October the average monthly expenditure has

been 111 rounds per month. This is in consonance with the evidence

of declining enemy activity throughout the province; friendly
small unit operations have denied the enemy opportunity to conduct

sustained barrages without detection, consequently the mortar team

must resort to short-duration employment and resultant ineffectiveness.

As evidenced by captured documents, availability of mortar ammunition

has no significant bearing on the number of rounds fired, since

adequate quantities are cached throughout the province. On the other

hand, mortar tubes, while sufficient in quantity, are considered

too valuable to risk capture and therefore are employed sparingly.
In the foreseeable future, the enemy can be expected to employ
his mortars in a cautious fashion choosing neither to jeopardize
men or weapons for the sake of limited results. Mortar attacks
will remain harassing in nature. Additional comments on enemy
mortar employment are contained in (2-5),

Employment of lob bombs this year has varied from a high during
June when 27 were expended to two months (February and April) in
which no lob bombs were utilized in Quang Nam Province. As

portrayed by the graph the only pattern in evidence is a usage
that appears to vary inversely proportional to the expenditure of
rockets or mortar rounds, thereby superficially indicating a "gap
filler" weapon encountered during periods when conventional stand-
off attacks by fire have declined. Despite such a pattern, there

is no amplifying evidence to support this trend, and it is generally
concluded that lob bombs are employed in random fashion by guerrilla
forces. Although this crude weapon lends little to the enemy's
supporting arms capability it will continue to be employed
infrequently by guerrillas as a harassing technique. Tab 2-5
also addresses lob bomb employment.
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1ST MARINEDIVIS!ON (-) (REIN) ENEMY SIGHTED VS E'NEl1YKIA/ORDNANCE 

RECEIVED, CALENDAR YEAR 1210 

The number of enemy sighted monthly throughout the Division TAOR 
has deClined rather steadily since January. This decline is 
attributed to the enemy's reluctance to commit NVA or MF units in 
the lowlands, along with deteriorating morale. Adverse weather and 
inundation will continue to hamper enemy movement in the lowland 
areas for the remainder of the year, thus reducing sightings. 
Significantly, October sightings were the lowest for the year and 
well below the monthly average of 2,891. 

Concurrent with the diminishing number of sightings, enemy ordnance 
expenditure (rockets» mortars, lob bombs) has likewise declined 
throughout 1970. While the enemy expended 658 assorted rounds in 
January» only 155 and 164 rounds were recorded in September and 
October respectively, Reasons for this reduced expenditure are 
largely attributed to'the same reasons cited above 9 as there is no 
apparent shortage in munitions available to enemy forces. A more 
detailed evaluation of the enemy's ordnance expenditure is 
incorporated as TAB 2-5a. 

As sightings and other evidence of enemy activity have decreased, 
there has been a commensurate decline in enemy KIA's. All evidence 
points to an appreciable and steady reduction in the intensity of 
combat in Quang Nam Province during 1910, and it is apparent that 
the enemy has chosen to avoid contact in order to conserve forces 
that have already suffered heavy attrition. In the ensuing months, 
a further reduction in activity is anticipated, and food procurement 
is expected to be the enemy's primary preoccupation. 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN) ENEMY SIGHTED VS ENEMY KIA/ORDNANCE

RECEIVED, CALENDAR YEAR 1970

The number of enemy sighted monthly throughout the Division TAOR

has declined rather steadily since January. This decline is

attributed to the enemy's reluctance to commit NVA or MF units in

the lowlands, along with deteriorating morale. Adverse weather and

inundation will continue to hamper enemy movement in the lowland

areas for the remainder of the year, thus reducing sightings.

Significantly, October sightings were the lowest for the year and

well below the monthly average of 2,891.

Concurrent with the diminishing number of sightings, enemy ordnance

expenditure (rockets, mortars, lob bombs) has likewise declined

throughout 1970. While the enemy expended 658 assorted rounds in

January, only 155 and 164 rounds were recorded in September and

October respectively. Reasons for this reduced expenditure are

largely attributed to the same reasons cited above, as there is no

apparent shortage in munitions available to enemy forces. A more

detailed evaluation of the enemy's ordnance expenditure is

incorporated as TAB 2-5a.

As sightings and other evidence of enemy activity have decreased,

there has been a commensurate decline in enemy KIA's. All evidence

points to an appreciable and steady reduction in the intensity of

combat in Quang Nam Province during 1970, and it is apparent that

the enemy has chosen to avoid contact in order to conserve forces

that have already suffered heavy attrition. In the ensuing months,

a further reduction in activity is anticipated, and food procurement
is expected to be the enemy's primary preoccupation.
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9.-3 QVERVIE!l 

Although the level of combat presently being experienced is down 
sharply from the level of 1969, and has also declined significantly 
from that of the earlier months of 1970, a number of indicators 
tend to reflect an increase in the combat effectiveness of the 
Division. As reflocted in Sub-section 3-1, friendly casualties 
during the first ten months of 1970 are less than half those 
suffered during the first ten months of 1969, 373 KIA and 3,399 
WIA having been suffered so far this year compared to 954 KIA 
and 8,477 WIA through October 1969. Furthermore, monthly Marine 
casualties for August through October 1970 averaged 24 KIA. and" ' 
198 WIA, a more than fifty percent decrease from the monthly 
average of 55 killed and 464 wounded during January, February and 
March 1970. Enemy losses have also declined, as evidenced by 
Sub-section 3-3. He has suffered 4,948 KIA, 1,133 individual 
weapons captured and 90 crew served weapons captured from January 
through October 1970 compared to 7,534, 1,907 and 213 during the 
same period in 1969. Similarly, the other indices of, combat 
activity included in this section (and others, e.g., Section,G-2), 
such as the employment of supporting arms and the use of helicopters, 
have declined. Although such decreases in the employment of air, 
artillery and naval gunfire are most assuredly effects of the 
lower level of activity, they are also, in part, indioators of other 
factors. For example, while there exists n signifioant correlation 
between the number of enemy Sighted and artillery expenditures 
(See 3-5a), a similarly significant correlation exists between 
the~umber of arti~~ry pieces available and expenditures of 
ammunition. Further-ore, heUcOI)ter support is greatly reduced 
during periods ofinebment weather. 

NevertheleflS, where comparisons of friendly to enemy statistics 
can be made, they point to an 1ncreasin~ly favorable friendly 
position, Friendly KIA are running 39% of their 1969 rate,'and 
friendly WIA 40%. On the enemy side of the ledger, he is sufferi~ 
KIA at a rate 66% that of 1969, losi~ individual weapons at a 5~~ 
rate and crew served weapons at a 42~ rate. All three enemy loss 
indicators are decreasing less rapidly than friendly losses, ' 
attesting to the inoreased effeotiveness of the Division, but the 
latter, crew served weapons captured, is most interesting. As oan 
be readily observed, this index is decreasing almost as rapidly 
as friendly 108ses. This statistic could very well indicate that the 
enemy is either unwilling or unable to equip his troops with such 
weapons. However, the lower rate could also be due to the lowe~ rate 
of enemy attacks, during which such weapons would be necessities. 

As more conventional taotics have 1areely failed him, the enem, 
has reverted to the guerrilla mode of operation, and both friendly 
and enemy oasualties have deoreased. One would expect the enemy 
to conoentrate on small-scale attacks, harassment and the use of 
mines and booby traps, and he has, but to lesser extent than one 
would antiCipate. Although Mines/booby traps have been exaoting 
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G-3 OVERVIEW

Although the level of combat presently being experienced is down
sharply from the level of 1969, and has also declined significantly
from that of the earlier months of 1970, a number of indicators
tend to reflect an increase in the combat effectiveness of the
Division. As reflected in Sub-section 3-1, friendly casualties
during the first ten months of 1970 are less than half those
suffered during the first ten months of 1969, 373 KIA and 3,399
WIA having been suffered so far this year compared to 954 KIA
and 8,477 WIA through October 1969. Furthermore, monthly Marine
casualties for August through October 1970 averaged 24 KIA and
198 WIA, a more than fifty percent decrease from the monthly
average of 55 killed and 464 wounded during January, February and
March 1970. Enemy losses have also declined, as evidenced by
Sub-section 3-3. He has suffered 4,948 KIA, 1,133 individual
weapons captured and 90 crew served weapons captured from January
through October 1970 compared to 7,534, 1,907 and 213 during the
same period in 1969. Similarly, the other indices of combat
activity included in this section (and others, e.g., Section G-2),
such as the employment of supporting arms and the use of helicopters,
have declined. Although such decreases in the employment of air,
artillery and naval gunfire are most assuredly effects of the
lower level of activity, they are also, in part, indicators of other
factors. For example, while there exists a significant correlation
between the number of enemy sighted and artillery expenditures
(See 3-5a), a similarly significant correlation exists between
the number of artillary pieces available and expenditures of
ammunition. Furthermore, helicopter support is greatly reduced

during periods of inclement weather.

Nevertheless, where comparisons of friendly to enemy statistics
can be made, they point to an increasingly favorable friendly
position. Friendly KIA are running 39% of their 1969 rate, and
friendly WIA 40%. On the enemy side of the ledger, he is suffering
KIA at a rate 66% that of 1969, losing individual weapons at a 59%
rate and crew served weapons at a 42% rate. All three enemy loss
indicators are decreasing less rapidly than friendly losses,
attesting to the increased effectiveness of the Division, but the

latter, crew served weapons captured, is most interesting, As can
be readily observed, this index is decreasing almost as rapidly
as friendly losses. This statistic could very well indicate that the

enemy is either unwilling or unable to equip his troops with such

weapons. However, the lower rate could also be due to the lower rate
of enemy attacks, during which such weapons would be necessities.

As more conventional tactics have largely failed him, the enemy
has reverted to the guerrilla mode of operation, and both friendly
and enemy casualties have decreased. One would expect the enemy
to concentrate on small-scale attacks, harassment and the use of
mines and booby traps, and he has, but to lesser extent than one
would anticipate. Although Mines/booby traps have been exacting
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a disproportionate share of Marine casualties and the casualties 
suffered by CUPP (Combined Unit Pacification Program) units remain 
comparatively high, both of these indicators have also been on 
the decrease. For months surprise firing devices have been claiming 
over fifty percent of friendly casualties, but only a third of 
such casualties in October were caused by such devices. Additionally~ 

the ratio of mines and booby traps discovered and harmlessly destroyed 
to those detonated with casualties has~ with the single exception 
of July, been rising steadily since February 1910~ reaching the 
year's high of 2.83:1 in October 1970. This increasing effectiveness 
is due largely to a vigorous training program conducted by 1st 
Engineer Batta1ion~ the unit sending contact teams to all of the 
Divisionus units to instruct in mine/booby trap discovery techniques. 
In addition, the same battalion has reinstituted its five-day 
school on land mine warfare, instructing some fifty Marines each 
week. 

Therefore, almost without exceptions all indices point to both a 
lower level of combat activity on both sides~ coupled with 
increasing relative combat effectiveness of the Division. This 
trend should continue for the remainder of the year 1970, and the 
Division should suffer only about 40% of the casualties it did in 
1969, while inflicting on the enemy losses in the vicinity of 60% 
of his 1969 loss rate. 

DECLASSIFIED 

31 OCT 70 
CONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

a disproportionate share of Marine casualties and the casualties
suffered by CUPP (Combined Unit Pacification Program) units remain

comparatively high, both of these indicators have also been on
the decrease. For months surprise firing devices have been claiming
over fifty percent of friendly casualties, but only a third of
such casualties in October were caused by such devices. Additionally,
the ratio of mines and booby traps discovered and harmlessly destroyed
to those detonated with casualties has, with the single exception
of July, been rising steadily since February 1970, reaching the

year's high of 2.83:1 in October 1970. This increasing effectiveness
is due largely to a vigorous training program conducted by 1st

Engineer Battalion, the unit sending contact teams to all of the
Division's units to instruct in mine/booby trap discovery techniques.
In addition, the same battalion has reinstituted its five-day
school on land mine warfare, instructing some fifty Marines each
week.

Therefore, almost without exception, all indices point to both a
lower level of combat activity on both sides, coupled with

increasing relative combat effectiveness of the Division. This
trend should continue for the remainder of the year 1970, and the
Division should suffer only about 40% of the casualties it did in
1969, while inflicting on the enemy losses in the vicinity of 60%
of his 1969 loss rate.
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FRIENDLY CASUALTIES 

During 1970, friendly casualties have decreased with the level of 
combat. 370 Marines have been killed during the first ten months 
of 1970 and 3,399 wounded, compared to totals of 954 and ~,477 
during the same period in 1969. This represents a 60% decrease in 
friendly casualties~ but a larger aggregate proportion of current 
casualties were caused by surprise firing d~'ifices'du't'ingthe first 
10 months of 1970 as compared with the same period of 1969 (See 
Section 3-2. b) • The pattern of :reduced casualties can reasonably 
be expected to continue as the number of contacts and surprise 
firing devices detonated continue to diminish. 
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FRIENDLY CASUALTIES

During 1970, friendly casualties have decreased with the level of
combat. 370 Marines have been killed during the first ten months
of 1970 and 3,399 wounded, compared to totals of 954 and 8,477
during the same period in 1969. This represents a 60% decrease in
friendly casualties, but a larger aggregate proportion of current
casualties were caused by surprise firing devices during the first
10 months of 1970 as compared with the same period of 1969 (See
Section 3-2.b). The pattern of reduced casualties can reasonably
be expected to continue as the number of contacts and surprise
firing devices detonated continue to diminish.

31 OCT 70
CONFIDENTIAL

G-3. /

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN). CUMULATIVE FRIENDLY KILLED IN 

ACTION. CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970 

In 1969, the 1st Marine Division averaged 77 friendly killed in 
action per month. In 1970~ this average has dropped to 37 per 
month. During September and October, friendly killed in action 
dropped to 20 and 18 respectively~ indicating a continuing 
decrease. The primary reason is the reduction in the level of 
enemy activity. He is no longer massing and deploying in company 
or battalion sized units. Enemy units encountered in 1970 have 
usually ranged from individuals to groups of not more than twenty. 
The enemy appears to be concentrating on harassment activites 
rather than destruction of FWMAF units. 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN), CUMULATIVE FRIENDLY KILLED IN

ACTION, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970

In 1969, the 1st Marine Division averaged 77 friendly killed in
action per month. In 1970, this average has dropped to 37 per
month. During September and October, friendly killed in action
dropped to 20 and 18 respectively, indicating a continuing
decrease. The primary reason is the reduction in the level of
enemy activity. He is no longer massing and deploying in company
or battalion sized units. Enemy units encountered in 1970 have
usually ranged from individuals to groups of not more than twenty.
The enemy appears to be concentrating on harassment activites
rather than destruction of FWMAF units.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-)((REI~~LATIVE FRIENDLY WOUNDED IN 

ACTION (EVACUATED). CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970 

While the 1st Marine Division averaged 774 friendly wounded in 
action per month in 1969, the 1970 monthly average has dropped 
to 340. The average is continuing to decrease as evidenced by 
September and October monthly totals of 192 and 129 respectively. 
The rationale behind the lower number of casualties wounded in 
action during 1970, compared to a similar period in 1969~ is the 
same as that offered for casualties killed in action, generally 
a significant decrease in enemy activity. As the incidence of 
fire-fights has decreased there has been a corresponding upward 
trend in percentage of casualties~ both killed and wounded, 
caused by mine/booby trap detonations, in relation to total 1970 
casualties, a trend illustrated by (3-2b) in the sub-section 
immediately following. 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) ( (REIN),, CUMULATIVE FRIENDLY WOUNDED IN

ACTION (EVACUATED), CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970

While the 1st Marine Division averaged 774 friendly wounded in

action per month in 1969, the 1970 monthly average has dropped
to 340. The average is continuing to decrease as evidenced by

September and October monthly totals of 192 and 129 respectively.
The rationale behind the lower number of casualties wounded in
action during 1970, compared to a similar period in 1969, is the

same as that offered for casualties killed in action, generally
a significant decrease in enemy activity. As the incidence of

fire-fights has decreased there has been a corresponding upward
trend in percentage of casualties, both killed and wounded,
caused by mine/booby trap detonations, in relation to total 1970

casualties, a trend illustrated by (3-2b) in the sub-section

immediately following.
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MINES AND BOOBY TRAPS 

Even though the level of fighting has decreased~ the enemy continues 
to emplace numerous mines and booby traps. Whereas just over 20% 
of USMC casualties in 1969 were due to mines and booby traps, over 
45% of 1970 casualties thus far have been caused by such devices. 
Such tactics are especially advantageous to the enemy, since he is 
able to conserve manpower and exercise economy of force while 
continuing to inflict casualties on friendly forces. To counteract 
the continuing menace of surprise firing devices, an engineer 
contact team is daily conducting comprehensive training in the 
detection and avoidance of such devices for 1st Marine Division 
units. They are instructing~ on the average, 70 Marines per day. 
As of 31 October, a total of 2~972 members of the Division have 
been so instructed. The Resident Mine Warfare School closed during 
August was reopened on 12 October to provide the Division with 
non-engineer Marines trained to detect and to destroy in place 
surprise firing devices. In addition, mine dogs continue to be 
employed to search for surprise firing devices, The ratio of 
mines found against mines detonated and causing casualties for the 
first ten monthsl;,of 1970 exactly equals the 1969 Annual ratio of 
1.83:1. In August this ratio was 2.0:1~ in September it improved 
to 2.3:1, while the October ratio stands at 2.8:1, indicating 
arising trend in the ratio of mines and booby traps found to 
those detonated. Such steady improvement is expected to continue. 
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MINES AND BOOBY TRAPS

Even though the level of fighting has decreased, the enemy continues
to emplace numerous mines and booby traps. Whereas just over 20%
of USMC casualties in 1969 were due to mines and booby traps, over
45% of 1970 casualties thus far have been caused by such devices.
Such tactics are especially advantageous to the enemy, since he is
able to conserve manpower and exercise economy of force while
continuing to inflict casualties on friendly forces. To counteract
the continuing menace of surprise firing devices, an engineer
contact team is daily conducting comprehensive training in the
detection and avoidance of such devices for 1st Marine Division
units. They are instructing, on the average, 70 Marines per day.
As of 31 October, a total of 2,972 members of the Division have
been so instructed. The Resident Mine Warfare School closed during
August was reopened on 12 October to provide the Division with
non-engineer Marines trained to detect and to destroy in place
surprise firing devices. In addition, mine dogs continue to be
employed to search for surprise firing devices. The ratio of
mines found against mines detonated and causing casualties for the
first ten months of 1970 exactly equals the 1969 Annual ratio of
1.83:1. In August this ratio was 2.0:1, in September it improved
to 2.3:1, while the October ratio stands at 2.8:1, indicating
arising trend in the ratio of mines and booby traps found to
those detonated. Such steady improvement is expected to continue.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN), CASUALTIES BY_MINES/BOO~ 

TRAPS.L CALENDAR YEAB£, 1969/±27Q. 

Casualties from mines and booby traps have accounted for 45% of 
the total casualties suffered by the Division during 1970~ 
whereas the percentage was just over 20% during the first ten 
months of 1969. While the percentage of casualties due to 
surprise firing devices relative to total casualties is too 
erratic to use for forecast purposes~ the number of surprise 
firing device casualties has declined steadily throughout 1970 
with the exception of June and July 0 As the number of finds 
with respect to detonations continues to increase~ and the 
number of both detonations and finds continue to decline ~ cas­
ualties attributable to surprise firing devices will also continue 
to drop. 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN), CASUALTIES BY MINES/BOOBY

TRAPS, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970

Casualties from mines and booby traps have accounted for 45% of
the total casualties suffered by the Division during 1970,
whereas the percentage was just over 20% during the first ten
months of 1969. While the percentage of casualties due to
surprise firing devices relative to total casualties is too
erratic to use for forecast purposes, the number of surprise
firing device casualties has declined steadily throughout 1970
with the exception of June and July. As the number of finds
with respect to detonations continues to increase and the
number of both detonations and finds continue to decline, cas-
ualties attributable to surprise firing devices will also continue
to drop.
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CASUALKIES MINES/BOOPY TRAPS1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN) 1

/1970

1970
DECNOVSEPAUG OCTJUNMAY JULFEB MAR AIRJAN
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TOTALOCT DECNOVSEPAUGJULMAY JUNMAR APRFEBJAN
16 16619141513 1722 179 1142 KIA 9

227 1958133236 114174202 242 191109 21174WIA :6

246 2124128 149253 189204259222 22403TOTAL 50117
1.62.02.01.61.6 1.7/DET 1,81.3 1.41.7 1.81.71.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REl~ L PERCENTAG~ OF Ml!illtL»'l'"CASUAL~CES 

TO TOT~~!9i1 CAL'!'~12~~~£~,.L1270 

The percentage of total casualties due to surprise fidng devices A 
increased steadily from August through December 1969 from 1900% to ., 
5403%. The 1970 percentage has r'emained above 35% for 19'"(0 averaging 
47.2% monthly 0 Too much fluctuation has been noted during the past 
five months to establish a positive trend:, the most recent reflected 
by a 1970 monthly high of '70.4% to the yes:rvs second lowest total of 
36.8%. It should be noted~ however. that total casualties as well as 
casualties due to mines and booby traps are declining steadily in spite 
of erratic percentages. 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN) PERCENTAGE OF MINE/BT CASUALTIES

TO TOTAL CASUALTIES, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970

The percentage of total casualties due to surprise firing devices
increased steadily from August through December 1969 from 19.0% to
54.3% The 1970 percentage has remained above 35% for 1970 averaging
47.2% monthly. Too much fluctuation has been noted during the past
five months to establish a positive trend, the most recent reflected
by a 1970 monthly high of 70.4% to the year's second lowest total of
36.8% It should be noted, however, that total casualties as well as
casualties due to mines and booby traps are declining steadily in spite
of erratic percentages.
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LITIES EXPRESSAR AS(REIN) CA1ST MARINE DIVIS TRAP

1969/1970
1970

NOV DECOCTSEPAUGJUL.TUNMAY

12

as

TOTALDECNOVOCTSEPAUGJULJUNMAYAPRMARFEBJAN
1969

103354541333 4483478566661346 99993010661033POT CAS 857
2124246149128253 18920425922422283/BT CAS 50117
20.654.233.236.919.0 22.230.625.916.723.9M/BT 7.813.7 4.8

1970
147169286 291401416496 448POT CA3 501558
54119147178198146180BT CAS 225236267

36.870.450.562.249.435.112.045.4M/BT 47.147.8
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REINLQ2MPARISON OF MINES/BOOBY TRAPS 

FOUND TQ.2!iQg: ~JONATE!h CAhl!~~1969/1970 . 
. - -

The ratio of surprise firing devices discovered and destroyed tJ those 
detonated with casualties exhibited large fluctuations in 1969. ranging 
from a low of less than 1 ::1 in January and April to a high of nearly 
4:1 in October of that year ~ but the year ended with an overall ratio 
of 1. 83 to 1. The year 1970 has been marked by a more st.able average 
ratio of 1.83~ ranging from 2.38 to 1 in February to a low of 1.21 to 
1 in July. July's 1.21 was the only deviation from a steadily rising tit 
trend that had begun in March~ and August showed a continuation of the 
trend with a 1.87 ratio. September figures indicate a ratio of 2.36 
discovered to destroyed~ while figures through 31 October reflect a 
ratio of 2.81. attesting to the efficiency of counter-measures taken by 
the Division. In general~ both detonations and nnds have been decreasing 
on a monthly basis since May 1970 although the level of friendly acUvity 
has remained high. While the ten month ave-r-age ratio of 1. 83 equals the 
1969 yearly average, prospects for an improved 1970 ratio are bright if 
the present trend continues. 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN) COMPARISON OF MINES/BOOBY TRAPS

FOUND TO THOSE DETONATED, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970

The ratio of surprise firing devices discovered and destroyed to those
detonated with casualties exhibited large fluctuations in 1969, ranging
from a low of less than 1:1 in January and April to a high of nearly
4:1 in October of that year, but the year ended with an overall ratio
of 1.83 to 1. The year 1970 has been marked by a more stable average
ratio of 1.83, ranging from 2.38 to 1 in February to a low of 1.21 to
1 in July. July's 1.21 was the only deviation from a steadily rising
trend that had begun in March, and August showed a continuation of the
trend with a 1.87 ratio. September figures indicate a ratio of 2.36
discovered to destroyed, while figures through 31 October reflect a
ratio of 2.81, attesting to the efficiency of counter-measures taken bythe Division. In general, both detonations and finds have been decreasing
on a monthly basis since May 1970 although the level of friendly activityhas remained high. While the ten month average ratio of 1.83 equals the
1969 yearly average, prospects for an improved 1970 ratio are bright if
the present trend continues.
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TRAPS FOUND OR
(REIN)1ST MARINE DIVIS

1909/1970
FOUND1970
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23432742542422721991962772181411149066BT FND
129012188631161611471421251664929BT DET 73
1.832.262.883.841.641.241.331.951.74.852.333.10RATIO F/I .82
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ENEMY LQ@§ES 

The intensity of combat has decreased during 1970, causing a reduction 
in casualties on both sides, but friendly casualties are falling at a ' 
much greater rate than are those of the enemy, indicating a greater 
combat effectiveness on the part of thp. Division. Enemy KIA have fallen 
from 7~534 during the first ten months of 1969 to 4~948 during the same 
period in 1970, a reduction of 34.3%~ while friendly KIA have dropped 
from 954 to 373, a reduction of 60.8%. Additionally~ the amount of 
individual and crew-served weapons captured by 1st Mar'ine Division units 
has exper~enced a decline. During the first ten months of 1969~ 1.907 
individual and 213 crew-served weapons were captured, compared to 1,133 
and 90 from January through October 1970. These figures represent 
decreases of 40.4% for individual and 57.6% for crew-served weapons. 
The greater decline in number of crew-serv~d weapons may be an indication 
that the enemy is either unwilling or unable to adequately supply his 
troops with such weapons. 
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ENEMY LOSSES

The intensity of combat has decreased during 1970, causing a reduction
in casualties on both sides, but friendly casualties are falling at a
much greater rate than are those of the enemy, indicating a greater
combat effectiveness on the part of the Division. Enemy KIA have fallen
from 7,534 during the first ten months of 1969 to 4,948 during the same
period in 1970, a reduction of 34.3% while friendly KIA have dropped
from 954 to 373, a reduction of 60.8% Additionally, the amount of
individual and crew-served weapons captured by 1st Marine Division units
has experienced a decline. During the first ten months of 1969, 1,907
individual and 213 crew-served weapons were captured, compared to 1,133
and 90 from January through October 1970. These figures represent
decreases of 40.4% for individual and 57.6% for crew-served weapons.
The greater decline in number of crew-served weapons may be an indication
that the enemy is either unwilling or unable to adequately supply his
troops with such weapons.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN)s CUMULATIVE ENEMY KILLED IN ACTION 

CALENDAR YEARS 1262/1270 

A gradual diminution of the intensity of combat in Calendar Year 1970 
has served to reduce the number of enemy casualties from the 1969 level. 
Through October 1262, the enemy had sustained 7 t 534 KIA, while the 
cumulative total through October 1970 is 4,948, a reduction of 2~586 
over the ten month period representing a decrease of 34.3%. The monthly 
average for 1970 is 495 enemy KIA, but the monthly frequency has shown e 
a fairly steady downward trend, highs of 1022 and 723 having been 
recorded in January and February 1970 and lows of 150 and 154 in September 
and October 1970, respectively. Should this trend continue~ the cumulative 
total for 1970 will be in the vicinity of 53200 enemy Killed in Action, 
a signifi cant reduction of almost 50% from Calendar Year 1969, However ~ 
friendly KIA have been reduced at an even greater rate (a 60,8% reduction 
through October 1970 (See 3-la))~ reflecting the increasing combat 
efficiency of the Division. 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN),9 CUMULATIVE ENEMY KILLED IN ACTION

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970

A gradual diminution of the intensity of combat in Calendar Year 1970
has served to reduce the number of enemy casualties from the 1969 level.
Through October 1969, the enemy had sustained 7,534 KIA, while the
cumulative total through October 1970 is 4,948, a reduction of 2,586
over the ten month period representing a decrease of 34.3% The monthly
average for 1970 is 495 enemy KIA, but the monthly frequency has shown
a fairly steady downward trend, highs of 1022 and 723 having been
recorded in January and February 1970 and lows of 150 and 154 in September
and October 1970, respectively. Should this trend continue, the cumulative
total for 1970 will be in the vicinity of 5,200 enemy Killed in Action,
a significant reduction of almost 50% from Calendar Year 1969. However,
friendly KIA have been reduced at an even greater rate (a 60.8% reduction
through October 1970 (See 3-1a)), reflecting the increasing combat
efficiency of the Division.
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ACTION, CALENDARKILLED1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN)

1970
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CUMULATIVE ENEMY INDIVIDUAL/CREW-SER~·WEAPONSCAP~ 

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970 

The enemy has lost an average of 113 individual and 9 crew-served 
weapons monthly through October 1970, compared to monthly averages of 
191 and 21 through October 1969~ representing decreases of 40% and 
58%~ respectively. When these figures are compared to the reduction 
in enemy KIA of 34% (See 3-3a)~ it is immediately apparent that the 
enemy is being more successful at conserving his weapons than he is 
his soldiers' lives. This could indicate either the enemyis inability 
to properly equip his troops or his unwillingness to Jeapordize precious 
weapons. Another possible explanation is that a number of the groups of 
enemy engaged this year ha.ve been resupply parties including a sizable 
percentage of unarmed bearers. The trend towa.rd a lower number of 
enemy weapon l~sses is expected to continue. 
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CUMULATIVE ENEMY INDIVIDUAL/CREW-SERVED WEAPONS CAPTURED

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970

The enemy has lost an average of 113 individual and 9 crew-served

weapons monthly through October 1970, compared to monthly averages of

191 and 21 through October 1969, representing decreases of 40% and

58% respectively. When these figures are compared to the reduction
in enemy KIA of 34% (See 3-3a), it is immediately apparent that the

enemy is being more successful at conserving his weapons than he is
his soldiers' lives. This could indicate either the enemy's inability
to properly equip his troops or his unwillingness to jeapordize precious
weapons. Another possible explanation is that a number of the groups of

enemy engaged this year have been resupply parties including a sizable

percentage of unarmed bearers. The trend toward a lower number of

enemy weapon losses is expected to continue.
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COMBINED UNn' PACIF'ICATION PROGRAM 
-------.~-~--..-.... ~ ....... --~-------.... -------------

Since its tnceptjon in November of 1969 ~ the Combined Unit Pacification 
Program has brought some 31~OOO Vietnamese people under the influence of 
its uni t8, Over 13 "000 of these pe')ple live Ul hamlet.s which have been 
upgraded to HES ratings of A or B dud ng the presence of CUPP units in 
these hamlets, Currently there are 21 CUPPs in existence" their coverage 
now extending to 6,,9% of the marginally seCUre or- lnsecure hamlets 
(Category C or lower) in Q,uang Nam Province" One CUPP was disestablished 
on 10 October 1970 after having attained the objectives of upgradlng the 
security of its assigned hamlet and improving the pr-of~ciency of its 
counterpart Popular Force unit to a point where the latter now can stand 
on its own with confidence" Although there has been no reduction in CUPP 
units due to redeployment), as additional Division forces redeploy in the 
future the CUPP units provided by these forces will be disestablished 
concurrently" Although CUPP units Buffer more than 11% of the Division~s 
killed in acti.on and inflict only 4% of the enemy's losses" an intangible 
is the good wlll engendered by t.he members of CUPpts" who live and work 
among the pe0pJe. 
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COMBINED UNIT PACIFICATION PROGRAM

Since its inception in November of 1969, the Combined Unit Pacification
Program has brought some 31,000 Vietnamese people under the influence of
its units. Over 13,000 of these people live in hamlets which have been
upgraded to HES ratings of A or B during the presence of CUPP units in
these hamlets. Currently there are 21 CUPPs in existence, their coveragenow extending to 6.9% of the marginally secure or insecure hamlets
(Category C or lower) in Quang Nam Province. One CUPP was disestablished
on 10 October 1970 after having attained the objectives of upgrading the
security of its assigned hamlet and improving the proficiency of its
counterpart Popular Force unit to a point where the latter now can standon its own with confidence. Although there has been no reduction in CUPP
units due to redeployment, as additional Division forces redeploy in thefuture the CUPP units provided by these forces will be disestablished
concurrently. Although CUPP units suffer more than 11% of the Division'skilled in action and inflict only 4% of the enemy"s losses, an intangibleis the good will engendered by the members of CUPP's, who live and work
among the people.
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1ST ~~~ION (:1 (REI!U. CUPPUNITS ~TABLISHED AND 

PERCENTAGE OF....,QATEGORY C OR BEL2W HAMLETS CQVERED BY CUPE... 

CALENDAR ~ 1969/1970 

This chart graphically portrays the growth of CUFP units in 1st 
Marine Division AO, wh1ch necessarily ceased with the redeploy­
ment of 26th Marines in March 1970, and shows percentage of ham­
lets in Category C and below in Quang Narn Province employing 
CUPPs. Category of hamlets are determined by the GVN Hamlet 
Evaluation System (BES). Category A and B are secure with various 
degrees of political development. In Category C hrunlets military 
control of the VC has been broken and most VC party apparatus is 
identified and its effectiveness is curtailed. Sniping and mining 
still occurs on routes to the hamlet. Without redeployment CUFP 
would have continued to expand. At present 17 of 21 l1runJets 
covered by CUPP are in Category C or below. There are 306 Category 
C or below. hamlets in Quang Narn Province. 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN), CUPP UNITS ESTABLISHED AND

PERCENTAGE OF CATEGORY C OR BELOW HAMLETS COVERED BY CUPP.

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970

This chart graphically portrays the growth of CUPP units in 1st
Marine Division AO, which necessarily ceased with the redeploy-
ment of 26th Marines in March 1970, and shows percentage of ham-
lets in Category C and below in Quang Nam Province employing
CUPPs. Category of hamlets are determined by the GVN Hamlet
Evaluation System (HES). Category A and B are secure with various
degrees of political development. In Category C hamlets military
control of the VC has been broken and most VC party apparatus is
identified and its effectiveness is curtailed. Sniping and mining
still occurs on routes to the hamlet. Without redeployment CUPP
would have continued to expand. At present 17 of 21 hamlets
covered by CUPP are in Category C or below. There are 306 Category
C or below hamlets in Quang Nam Province.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-)(REIN). CUPP CASUALTIES VS ENEMY 

LOSSES TO CUPP 

This chart indicates both friendly KIA's and WIA(E)'s (reflected 
as total losses) and losses inflicted on the enemy as a result 
of CUFP action. 

'l'he increasing losses among CUFP personnel during March - June 
1970 was attributed to the targetting of CUPP units, attesting 
to the stabilizing effect the CUFF has on the population. The 
sharp decrease in CUPP casualties since June 1970 reflects the 
VC's apparent abandonment of his priority effort to reduce the 
effectiveness of the CUFP. 

For calendar year 1970 CUPP units are credited with 4% of the 
Division kills, while sustaining 11% of all Division killed in 
action. There are a total of 502 Marines/Navy personnel pres­
ently assigned to CUPP duty. 9.7% of the infantry squads in 
the Division are employed as CUPP units. 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN) , CUPP CASUALTIES VS ENEMY

LOSSES TO CUPP

This chart indicates both friendly KIA's and WIA(E)'s (reflected
as total losses) and losses inflicted on the enemy as a result
of CUPP action.

The increasing losses among CUPP personnel during March - June
1970 was attributed to the targetting of CUPP units, attesting
to the stabilizing effect the CUPP has on the population. The
sharp decrease in CUPP casualties since June 1970 reflects the
VC's apparent abandonment of his priority effort to reduce the
effectiveness of the CUPP.

For calendar year 1970 CUPP units are credited with 4% of the
Division kills, while sustaining 11% of all Division killed in
action. There are a total of 502 Marines/Navy personnel pres-
ently assigned to CUPP duty. 9.7% of the infantry squads in
the Division are employed as CUPP units.
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SUPPORTING ARMS 

The amount of ordnance delivered by supporting arms has shown a 
steady decrease during calendar year 1970. For example, over 
179,000 artillery rounds were expended during January 1970 com­
pared to just over 50,000 in October 1970. The decrease in 8.r­
tillery ammunition expended is due in part to the reduction in 
the number of weapons available, down from 156 at the end of 
January to 74 at the end of October, and in part to the steady 
reduction in enemy sightings, down from 4,425 in January to 878 
in October, both of which correlate quite closely to expenditure 
of ammunition. 

As in the case of artillery, naval gunfire has steadily deCreased 
in volume from 5,583 rounds in January to only 561 rounds in 
October 1970. This decrease can be attributed directly to the 
sharp cut-back in the number of ships available--the number of 
ship-days on station having dwindled from 37 in January 1970 to 
7 in October--which, in turn, is a result of a reduction in the 
number c,f targets available which are suitable for naval gunfire, 

As the graph amply demonstrates (See 3-5d), fixed wing fighter/ 
attack sorties dropped precipitously during the latter half of 
1969, reached a virtual plateau in the first five months of 1970, 
but since the beginning of June have fallen fairly steadily to 
a seventeen month low of 365 in October 1970. This decrease in 
support for the Division is due to a reduction in 1st MAW air­
craft· assets be'cause of redeployment, the gradual reduction in 
enemy activity and, of course, the onset of reduced visibility 
weather in the late months of both years. 

The employment of supporting arms should continue to decrease as 
enemy activity decreases and, as a direct Or indirect consequence, 
redeployment continues. 
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SUPPORTING ARMS

The amount of ordnance delivered by supporting arms has shown a
steady decrease during calendar year 1970. For example, over
179,000 artillery rounds were expended during January 1970 com-
pared to just over 50,000 in October 1970. The decrease in a.r-

tillery ammunition expended is due in part to the reduction in
the number of weapons available, down from 156 at the end of
January to 74 at the end of October, and in part to the steady
reduction in enemy sightings, down from 4,425 in January to 878
in October, both of which correlate quite closely to expenditure
of ammunition.

As in the case of artillery, naval gunfire has steadily decreased
in volume from 5,583 rounds in January to only 561 rounds in
October 1970. This decrease can be attributed directly to the
sharp cut-back in the number of ships available the number of
ship-day on station having dwindled from 37 in January 1970 to
7 in October--which in turn, is a result of a reduction in the
number of targets available which are suitable for naval gunfire.

As the graph amply demonstrates (See 3-5d), fixed wing fighter/
attack sorties dropped precipitously during the latter half of
1969, reached a virtual plateau in the first five months of 1970,
but since the beginning of June have fallen fairly steadily to
a seventeen month low of 365 in October 1970. This decrease in
support for the Division is due to a reduction in 1st MAW air-
craft assets because of redeployment, the gradual reduction in
enemy activity and, of course, the onset of reduced visibility
weather in the late months of both years.

The employment of supporting arms should continue to decrease as
enemy activity decreases and, as a direct or indirect consequence,
redeployment continues.
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lSTMARINEprVISION (-) (REIN), ARTILLERY AMMUNITION EXPE!QED 

VS ENEMY SIGHTED CALENDAR YEAR 1970 

This chart shows the relationship between artillery ammunition ex­
pended and enemy sighted since January 1970. One can easily see 
that the lines on the chart are somewhat parallel. Except for the 
ammunition expenditure for August 1970, both ammunition expenditures 
and enemy sighted have been declining at a fairly steady rate since 
January 1970. 'J'he increase in the ammunition expenditure for 
August 1970 can be attributed to the 10,000 round preparation fired 
for Operation Imperial Lake during the last days of the month. 
The nose dive decrease in expenditure of ammunition for the month 
of October 1970 is partially attributable to the continued decrease 
in enemy activity and partially to the change in policy requiring 
that unobserved pre-eruptive/intelligence targets plotting within 
1000 meters of a friendly hamlet/village will not be fired upon. 
Increases/decreases in ammunition expenditures are expected to 
continue to closely parallel increases/decreases in enemy 
activity, 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN), ARTILLERY AMMUNITION EXPENDED

VS ENEMY SIGHTED CALENDAR YEAR 1970

This chart shows the relationship between artillery ammunition ex-
pended and enemy sighted since January 1970. One can easily see
that the lines on the chart are somewhat parallel. Except for the
ammunition expenditure for August 1970, both ammunition expenditures
and enemy sighted have been declining at a fairly steady rate since
January 1970. The increase in the ammunition expenditure for
August 1970 can be attributed to the 10,000 round preparation fired
for Operation Imperial Lake during the last days of the month.
The nose dive decrease in expenditure of ammunition for the month
of October 1970 is partially attributable to the continued decrease
in enemy activity and partially to the change in policy requiring
that unobserved pre-emptive/intelligence targets plotting within
1000 meters of a friendly hamlet/village will not be fired upon.
Increases/decreases in ammunition expenditures are expected to
continue to closely parallel increases/decreases in enemy
activity.
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.!£TMARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN)"lARTILLERY PIECES AVAlLABLE VS 

AMMUNITION EXPENDED CALENDAR YEAR 1970 

It is easy to see from the graph that the number of artillery pieces 
available decreased as division units were redeployed. However, 
it should be noted that as this happened the remaining artillery 
pieces were constantly repositioned so that essentially the same 
area was covered. At first glance the graph would appear to 
indicate that the number of artillery pieces available has a direct 
correlation to the number of rounds expended. Closer perusal re­
veals that during the period June to July 1970 the number of pieces 
available remained constant, yet the rounds expended per month 
took a drop from 144,985 to ll4,288. One also sees that during 
the month of August 1970 the available pieoes dropped by 12, yet 
the ammunition expenditure increased by 13,468 rounds, Also, 
during the month of October 1970 the number of pieces available 
remained at 74 while the ammunition expenditure dropped drastically 
from 100,909 to 50,735. It should be noted that during October 
1970 a change in policy was made re~uiring that unobserved pre­
emptive/intelligence targets plotting within 1000 meters of a 
friendly hamlet/village will not be fired upon. From the above ~ 
one would surmise that the ammunition expended has more of a 
correlation to the need for fire support and the total area 
covered than it does to the number of artillery pieces available. 
Therefore, should enemy activity continue to decrease~ it is 
logical to assume that ammuniUon expenditures will also decrease. 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN), ARTILLERY PIECES AVAILABLE vs

AMMUNITION EXPENDED CALENDAR YEAR 1970

It is easy to see from the graph that the number of artillery pieces
available decreased as division units were redeployed. However,
it should be noted that as this happened the remaining artillery
pieces were constantly repositioned SO that essentially the same
area was covered. At first glance the graph would appear to
indicate that the number of artillery pieces available has a direct
correlation to the number of rounds expended. Closer perusal re-
veals that during the period June to July 1970 the number of pieces
available remained constant, yet the rounds expended per month
took a drop from 144,985 to 114,288. One also sees that during
the month of August 1970 the available pieces dropped by 12, yet
the ammunition expenditure increased by 3,468 rounds. Also,
during the month of October 1970 the number of pieces available
remained at 74 while the ammunition expenditure dropped drastically
from 100,909 to 50,735. It should be noted that during October
1970 a change in policy was made requiring that unobserved pre-
emptive/intelligence targets plotting within 1000 meters of a
friendly hamlet/village will not be fired upon. From the above,
one would surmise that the ammunition expended has more of a
correlation to the need for fire support and the total area
covered than it does to the number of artillery pieces available.
Therefore, should enemy activity continue to decrease, it is
logical to assume that ammunition expenditures will also decrease.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION ( ... ) (REIN), NGF SHIP DAYS ON STATION 

VS NGF ROUNDSi CALENDAR·YEARS 1969/1970 

As one can readily discern from the graph~ the decrease in the 
amount of naval gunfire rounds expended is. highly correlated with 
the number of ship-days of NGF support on station. Reference to 
the chart contained in Section III 3-5c will also reveal a close 
correlation between NGF support on station/NGF rounds expended 
and enemy activity. Because of the steady decrease in enemy 
activity, the requirement for NGF support has decreased. NGF in 
the Division AO is presently being employed only in the Elephant 
Valley area due to the range of targets in other areas. Due to 
the limited number of suitable targets which can be observed 
from opts, NGF is primarily fired during the hours of darkness 
on intelligence targets. The nature of terrain in the Elephant 
Valley area severely hampers ground damage assessment, hence 
the effectiveness of NGF is difficult to ascertain. The nature 
of current operations, terrain features and the availab~lity of 
artillery limits the usefulness of NGF in the Division AO. If 
the enemy activity continues to decrease, it is expected that 
the requirement for NGF support will decrease, and thus the 
number of rounds expended will also decrease. 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN), NGF SHIP DAYS ON STATION

VS NGF ROUNDS, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970

As one can readily discern from the graph, the decrease in the
amount of naval gunfire rounds expended is highly correlated with
the number of ship-days of NGF support on station. Reference to
the chart contained in Section III 3-5c will also reveal a close
correlation between NGF support on station/NGF rounds expended
and enemy activity. Because of the steady decrease in enemy
activity, the requirement for NGF support has decreased. NGF in
the Division AO is presently being employed only in the Elephant
Valley area due to the range of targets in other areas. Due to
the limited number of suitable targets which can be observed
from OP's, NGF is primarily fired during the hours of darkness
on intelligence targets. The nature of terrain in the Elephant
Valley area severely hampers ground damage assessment, hence
the effectiveness of NGF is difficult to ascertain. The nature
of current operations, terrain features and the availability of
artillery limits the usefulness of NGF in the Division AO. If
the enemy activity continues to decrease, it is expected that
the requirement for NGF support will decrease, and thus the
number of rounds expended will also decrease.

31 OCT 70
CONFIDENTIAL

G-3-5c
DECLASSIFIED



! 

I 
.! 
i 

. ~ ~, , 

j, 

ii 
;'. 
~.: i,~. () 

" i 969 
1m::) KKP 
:)Ji},!:'-lJA8 1--.,-

19lQ 
RD.') EXP 
~;HIP-DAS 

tt~ ,.; 

I, \ nl .• J .... ,;,·~:i, '. '''Ir'l~ (ul"f') 
• " 1'1, .. :,.i~. "',',J,'" 

, , 

JAN '- Flm 

569() 0(,8 
42 40 

5583 4153 
'1 30 

1\ 
I: 

, I; 
i ",;,t,J, 
, " t I' 

MAR JU'R 

8811 7304-
3'7 29 

3433 3712 
33 23 

-

MAY 

8395 
40 

2230 
12 

DECLASSIFIED 

i 
, Ul, 

! .;' 
, , 

JUN JUL AUG 

5363 ,5138 4973 
33 ~9 19 

1248 2585 ,f!I¥f 

13 23 }:f~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

~ ',' i ',::: 'r,'-: ~ ',: 

, / I { 

,I .. ' ,~,,!:, ____ __ 

J)!\, ! PC j 
1 
! 

\'j 

\ 

I 
I 

1:0 

I 
" I 

!' 

H; v) 
i . 
I, 

t,) 
~J 

20 ~3 

, 
H 
0 z 

16 

12 

8 

4 

0 

SEP nc.T Nnv 1'l'Rt": TOTAl 

3651 ,228 5011 4070 ,66008 ,'", 
-:-20 24 25 29 ;"73: 

"~'I 

•• f. 

,'693 ~61 
". ,9 ~'f 

.' 

I, 
.',. 

f 
, , 

I:' 

6CT o " ~ 7 I CON~'rDEHTIAl.' 
-"----~ 

DECLASSIFIED

131 MAKINH DIVISION (REIN)

DECNOV00110]UN

40

32

28

24

2040-

1652

1224

8
16

48

O0

TOTALDECNOVOCTSEPAUGJULJUNMAYAPRMARFEBJAN
1969

66008407050113651 3228497351385363839573046368 8811RDS EXP 3696
3732925242619293340293740SHIP-DAS 42

1970
693 5618072585124822303712343341535583RDS EXP

713 923131223333037SHIP-DAS

31 OCT 70
CONFIDENTIAL

a 3-5c

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

1ST MARlNEDIVISION (..;.) (REIN) FIXED WING FIGHTER/ 

ATTACK SORTIE~CALENDAR·YEARS19§9/1970 

The significant decrease of fighter/attack sorties in October 1969 
coincides with the phase out and withdrawal of the 3d Marine Di­
vision, VMFA-334 (F-4B) and VMA (AW)~533 (A-6). 1st Division and 
3d Division records were combined by.lst Wing up to this point. 
The February 1970 drop in sorties represents the departure of MAG-
12, while the subsequent increase is related to improved operating 
weather. Fixed wing sorties rate re~uctions by the 1st Wing com­
menced on 17 August 1970, however, the effect was absorbed by the 
impact of the departure of MAG-13 in October and reduced operating 
weather. Monsoon weather effects will have a greater impact on 
fixed wing sorties than on helicopter activities. Furthermore, 
ground operations do not.appear to have as great an impact on fixed 
wing sorties due to an ability to reassign targets to be attacked 
rather than request increased sorties. Fighter/attack sorties are 
expected to rems,in at approximately their present level for the 
remainder of the monsoon season unless more lucrative targets ap­
pear. 

C_.B_S"d 
DECLASSIFIED 

31 OCT 1970 
CONFIDENTIAL 

• 
DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN) FIXED WING FIGHTER/

ATTACK SORTIES; CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970

The significant decrease of fighter/attack sorties in October 1969
coincides with the phase out and withdrawal of the 3d Marine Di-
vision, VMFA-334 (F-4B) and VMA (AW)-533 (A-6). 1st Division and
3d Division records were combined by 1st Wing up to this point.
The February 1970 drop in sorties represents the departure of MAG-
12, while the subsequent increase is related to improved operating
weather. Fixed wing sorties rate reductions by the 1st Wing com-
menced on 17 August 1970, however, the effect was absorbed by the
impact of the departure of MAG-13 in October and reduced operating
weather. Monsoon weather effects will have a greater impact on
fixed wing sorties than on helicopter activities. Furthermore,
ground operations do not appear to have as great an impact on fixed
wing sorties due to an ability to reassign targets to be attacked
rather than request increased sorties. Fighter/attack sorties are
expected to remain at approximately their present level for the
remainder of the monsoon season unless more lucrative targets ap-
pear.
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HELICOPTER SUPPORT 

1st Marine Aircraft Wing statistics recorded support. of the 1st 
Division and 3d Division together in 1969. However~ 1970 data 
reflects only 1st Division support and provides an. accurate por­
trayal of the level of Division acti vi ty, . available air support 
assets and the direct effects of weather. Helicopter support 
received is a direct function. of,the ' support requested. The 
primary variable is the 1st Wing's ability to .provide the support 
in terms of available assets and operating weather. Thusfar in 
1970 the 1st Marine Division has received 71% of the helicopter 
flight time flown by the 1st Wing with theremaining 29% going to 
the other units in III MAF and XXIV Corps. During October~ the 
Division received 65% of the helicopter effort; however, during 
this same period there was a 17% decrease in the number of 
missions requested by the Division when compared to September 
1970 figures. Seventy-three percent of Division's missions re­
quested were completed with a 23% loss of missions to monsoon 
weather. Poor weather and a reduced demand explain OctoberVs 
22% decrease in flight time, 38% decrease.in passenger totals and 
37% decrease in cargo totals from September's tallies. The 
creation of a quick reaction helicopter.package for the 5th 
Regiment and possibly the 1st Regiment will increase support 
requests slightly. Helicopter support received for the remainder 
of 1970 will vary directly with the available operating weather 
and the activities of both infantry Regimentso 
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HELICOPTER SUPPORT

1st Marine Aircraft Wing statistics recorded support of the 1st
Division and 3d Division together in 1969. However, 1970 data
reflects only 1st Division support and provides an accurate por-
trayal of the level of Division activity, available air support
assets and the direct effects of weather. Helicopter support
received is a direct function of the support requested. The
primary variable is the 1st Wing's ability to provide the support
in terms of available assets and operating weather. Thusfar in
1970 the 1st Marine Division has received 71% of the helicopter
flight time flown by the 1st Wing with the remaining 29% going to
the other units in III MAF and XXIV Corps. During October, the
Division received 65% of the helicopter effort; however, during
this same period there was a 17% decrease in the number of
missions requested by the Division when compared to September
1970 figures. Seventy-three percent of Division's missions re-
quested were completed with a 23% loss of missions to monsoon
weather. Poor weather and a reduced demand explain October's
22% decrease in flight time, 38% decrease in passenger totals and
37% decrease in cargo totals from September' tallies. The
creation of a quick reaction helicopter package for the 5th
Regiment and possibly the 1st Regiment will increase support
requests slightly. Helicopter support received for the remainder
of 1970 will vary directly with the available operating weather
and the activities of both infantry Regiments.
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HELICOPTER FLIGHT TIME 

Monsoon weather effects are noteworthy from October 1969 through 
February 1970 •. The peak months for Divisionactivity~ favorable 
operating weather and maximum asset availability were May, June and 
July 1970. A pattern of. diminishing monthly flight time begins in 
August with the . depart ure of HMM-161 (21 CH-46D flying an .. average 
of 800 hours .per.month) and establishment of the 1st MAW policy of 
limi ting flight hours to reduce and realign helicopter utilization 
in consonance with CNO guidelines. The full impact of the latter 
is noted in September, in addition to the stand-down of the 7th 
Regiment and elements of the 11th .Regiment, The reduced air support 
requirements in October, coupled with six days of unflyable weather~ 
reduced flight time to a level at which the 1st MAW utilization 
policy was no longer significant. Monthly flight time for the re­
mainder of 1970 is expected to fluctuate in the vicinity of 5,000 
hours. 
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HELICOPTER FLIGHT TIME

Monsoon weather effects are noteworthy from October 1969 through
February 1970. The peak months for Division activity, favorable
operating weather and maximum asset availability were May, June and
July 1970. A pattern of diminishing monthly flight time begins in
August with the departure of HMM-161 (21 CH-46D flying an averageof 800 hours per month) and establishment of the 1st MAW policy of
limiting flight hours to reduce and realign helicopter utilization
in consonance with CNO guidelines. The full impact of the latter
is noted in September, in addition to the stand-down of the 7th
Regiment and elements of the 11th Regiment. The reduced air support
requirements in October, coupled with six days of unflyable weather,
reduced flight time to a level at which the 1st MAW utilization
policy was no longer significant. Monthly flight time for the re-
mainder of 1970 is expected to fluctuate in the vicinity of 5,000
hours.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN) PASSENGER TOTALS 
'r 

CALENDAR YEARS 1962/1270 

Passenger totals are indicative of a level of activity but do not 
address the specific reason for movelnent. Also~ helicopter after 
action reporting duplicates passenger counts on subsequent sorties. 
Therefore, analysis of this data can only s~ accurately that May~ 
June and July 1970 were exceptionally active months for the 1st 
Division supported with maximum helicopter flight time which is 
a function of reduced activity, reduced assets t and reduced 
operating weather. It is anticipated that the impact of these 
factors will dampen out as the level of activity settles down for 
the remainder of the 1970-71 monsoon season. 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN) PASSENGER TOTALS

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970

Passenger totals are indicative of a level of activity but do not
address the specific reason for movement. Also, helicopter after
action reporting duplicates passenger counts on subsequent sorties.
Therefore, analysis of this data can only say accurately that May,
June and July 1970 were exceptionally active months for the 1st
Division supported with maximum helicopter flight time which is
a function of reduced activity, reduced assets, and reduced
operating weather. It is anticipated that the impact of these
factors will dampen out as the level of activity settles down for
the remainder of the 1970-71 monsoon season.
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1950/1970181 MARINE DIVISION (PTTN)
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN) CARGO TOTALS 

CALENDAR YEARS1269L1970 

Although monthly cargo totals can be remotely related to flight 
hours, a more accurate comparison can be made to the level of 
ground activity of Division units. Artillery resupply con­
tributes greatly to the overall total and the decrease in cargo 
carried reflects the withdrawal of eight artillery batteries 
during September and October 1970 as well as the departure of 
the 7th Regiment, Some decrease in artillery expenditure re­
sulting from Operation Hoang Dieu will be offset by the deteri­
orating road conditions during the monsoon season. Therefore, 
cargo totals during the remainder of 1970 can be expected to 
remain at or remain at or near the October level. 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN) CARGO TOTALS

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970

Although monthly cargo totals can be remotely related to flight
hours, a more accurate comparison can be made to the level of
ground activity of Division units. Artillery resupply con-
tributes greatly to the overall total and the decrease in cargo
carried reflects the withdrawal of eight artillery batteries
during September and October 1970 as well as the departure of
the 7th Regiment. Some decrease in artillery expenditure re-
sulting from Operation Hoang Dieu will be offset by the deteri-
orating road conditions during the monsoon season. Therefore,
cargo totals during the remainder of 1970 can be expected to
remain at or remain at or near the October level.
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(REIN)1ST MARINE DIVIS
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TOTALDECNOVOCTSEPAUGJULJUNMAYAPRMARFEBJAN

1969 4585732073280481356298621104719836TONS
for
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G-4 OVERVIEW. 

The status of operational readiness for combat essential items 
within the 1st Marine Division remains excellent. All but five 
Di.vision units are i.n a C-l status, The five units are in a 
C-2 status essentially due to a relatively small number of end 
items which are either deficient or cause continual maintenance 
problems. 

The overall readiness of combat essential items has been constantly 
improving during 1970 and now has reached 92.2%, All of the 
commodity groups substantially exceed the minimum Marine Corps 
standard except the engineer category, As of 31 October, the 
percentage of equipment operationally ready in the engineer 
commodity group has risen to 76%, from 73% on 30 September. In 
addition, the percentage of H.8 that are deficient has been 
reduced from 11% to 5%. 

The progress of the Department of Defense program to transfer 
certain selected items t.o the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces 
has been exceJ.lent·.· The high acceptance rate of 93.8% (2,798 i terns 
accepted of 2~980) is attributed to the splendid efforts of 
recently deployed units. 

The monthly total of malaria cases has dropped from 346 cases in 
September 1970 to 256 cases in October 1970 a.nd is a significant 
reduction from the 396 cases during October 1969. With a continued 
emphasis on malaria preventlon~ total monthly cases are not expected 
to increase from October 1970 to November 1970 as they did for 
the correspondj.ng months of 1969" 

The case rates of venereal disease for each month of 1970 show no 
appreciable change a.nd the monthly totals have been dropping 
proportionately since July 1970 with the reduction in troop 
strength. There were 153 cases of venereal disea.se duri.ng October 
1970. 
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G-4 OVERVIEW

The status of operational readiness for combat essential items
within the 1st Marine Division remains excellent. All but five
Division units are in a C-1 status. The five units are in a
C-2 status essentially due to a relatively small number of end
items which are either deficient or cause continual maintenance
problems.

The overall readiness of combat essential items has been constantly
improving during 1970 and now has reached 92.2% All of the
commodity groups substantially exceed the minimum Marine Corps
standard except the engineer category. As of 31 October, the
percentage of equipment operationally ready in the engineer
commodity group has risen to 76% from 73% on 30 September. In
addition, the percentage of ites that are deficient has been
reduced from 11% to 5%.

The progress of the Department of Defense program to transfer
certain selected items to the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces
has been excellent. The high acceptance rate of 93.8% (2,798 items
accepted of 2,980) is attributed to the splendid efforts of
recently deployed units.

The monthly total of malaria cases has dropped from 346 cases in
September 1970 to 256 cases in October 1970 and is a significantreduction from the 396 cases during October 1969. With a continued
emphasis on malaria prevention, total monthly cases are not expectedto increase from October 1970 to November 1970 as they did for
the corresponding months of 1969.

The case rates of venereal disease for each month of 1970 show no
appreciable change and the monthly totals have been dropping
proportionately since July 1970 with the reduction in troop
strength. There were 153 cases of venereal disease during October
1970.
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SECRET 

1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN), UNIT FORSTAT RATING AS OF 31 OCT 70 
-~.~~~ ..... ~-~----~-.""" 

'l'his chart reflects the consistently high degree of operational readi­
ness existing in the 1st Marine Division. The circumstances degrading 
the readiness of n ve units to C-2 are as follwos ~ 

a. The Headquarters Companies of the Infantry Regiments are 
affected by a high dead11.ne rate for the AN/TRC-27B Ra.dio, 

b o Headqua.rters Battery. nth Marines is experiencing a high 
deadline rate for pu .. 668 and pu-669 generator.::. and is TIE defioient _ 
in pu.610 generators, WI' 

Co 1st Engineer Battali.on is &.dve!sely af'f"ected by a high 
deadline rate forRF'K-60 f'orkUit.s, M5lA2Dump T.rucks ~ F'luodlight 
Trailers ~ and PU-667 generators. The operational readiness is also 
adversely affected by the low density combat essential equipment 
base, the high usage Engineer Equipment factor~ and a deficiency of 
33 items of TIE equipment. 

do 1st Medical Battal10n is degraded by a 'l'/E deficiency of 
pv-no and PU-712 generl:ttors" 
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SECRET

1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN), UNIT FORSTAT RATING AS OF 31 OCT 70

This chart reflects the consistently high degree of operational readi-
ness existing in the 1st Marine Division. The circumstances degrading
the readiness of five units to C-2 are as follwos:

a. The Headquarters Companies of the Infantry Regiments are
affected by a high deadline rate for the AN/TRC-27B Radio.

b. Headquarters Battery, 11th Marines is experiencing a high
deadline rate for PU-668 and PU-669 generators and is T/E deficient
in PU-670 generators.

C. 1st Engineer Battalion is adversely affected by a high
deadline rate for RF'K-60 Forklifts, M51A2 Dump Trucks, Floodlight
Trailers, and PU-667 generators. The operational readiness is also
adversely affected by the low density combat essential equipment
base, the high usage Engineer Equipment factor, and a deficiency of
33 items of T/E equipment.

d. 1st Medical Battalion is degraded by a T/E deficiency of
PU-710 and PU-712 generators.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN). COMBAT ESSENTIAL:.EQUIPMENT 

CALENDAR YEAR 1969/1970 

This chart reflects the continuing upward trend in operational 
readiness of combat essential equipment during 1970. All CMC 
objectives have been attained and/or exceeded. Especially note­
worthy is the percentage of equipment in an operationally ready 
status, exceeding 92% compared to the CMC objective of 85%. 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN), COMBAT ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT

CALENDAR YEAR 1969/1970

This chart reflects the continuing upward trend in operational
readiness of combat essential equipment during 1970. All CMC
objectives have been attained and/or exceeded, Especially note-
worthy is the percentage of equipment in an operationally ready
status, exceeding 92% compared to the CMC objective of 85%
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ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENTSTATUS OF COM
REIN)1ST MARINE DIVISION

2/1970

1970
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (~l-~IN)"_COMBAT E§£ENTIALEgUIPMENT 

(COMMUNICATION-E~C!RO!ICS)~ CALENDAR YEARS 1269/1970 

This chart reflects the continUl.ng excellent overall status for communication-electroni.cs equipment" The only significant problem item in this group i6 Radio Set AN/TRC 27B. Of' 31 on hand only 4 are operationally ready" The remainder are deadlined, principally due to a deficiency of PU-278 generators. 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN) 9 COMBAT ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT

(COMMUNICATION-ELECTRONICS), 2 CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970

This chart reflects the continuing excellent overall status for
communication-electronics equipment. The only significant problemitem in this group is Radio Set AN/TRC 27B. Of 37 on hand only 4are operationally ready. The remainder are deadlined, principallydue to a deficiency of PU-278 generators.
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COMMUNICATIONS-1ST MARINE DIVISION REIN) EQUIPMEN

1969/1070
1970

197031
DECNOVOCTSEPAUGJULJUNMAYAPRMARFEBJAN
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70

O

55%

50%
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-;) (REIN).· COMBAT ·ESSENTIAL ·EQUIPMENT 

(MOTOR TRANSPORT), CAL!IPAR YEARSl969!l2JO 

The operationally ready status of Motor Transport equipment continues 
to improve and to exceed the CMC standard of 85%. 

Current operational readiness stands at 93% and the only significant 
problem item within this commodity area is the M5LA2 Dump Truck. 
Of' the 24 on hand 13 (75%) are operational. There is no specific 
trend or problem in the deadline of these vehicles v 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN) COMBAT ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT

(MOTOR TRANSPORT),2 CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970

The operationally ready status of Motor Transport equipment continues
to improve and to exceed the CMC standard of 85%

Current operational readiness stands at 93% and the only significant
problem item within this commodity area is the M51A2 Dump Truck.
Of the 24 on hand 18 (75%) are operational. There is no specifictrend or problem in the deadline of these vehicles.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION(~~N)a 'COMBAT'ESSENTIALE§gIPMENT 

(ORD!iANCEh..~DARYEAR1969/1970 

The operational readiness of urdnance eq,uipment continues to be 
excellent. There are no problem items. 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN) COMBAT ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT

(ORDNANCE), CALENDAR YEAR 1969/1970

The operational readiness of ordnance equipment continues to be
excellent. There are no problem items.
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1ST MARINE DlVl~i.;:1J.REIN) J._££~:!:ESENT:tAIt!.9MIPMENT 

i E!'lQ.J!!!l§B~--2!&ENDARr r~AR§":'d.962L 19'70 

Although not attaining the CMC sta.ndard of 83%. the combat readiness of 
engineer equipment has improved and now stands at 76%. 

Recent 'l'fE allowance changes for 600/700 series generators and the non­
availability of assets to fill the TIE deficiencies caused by these 
changes have contributed materially to the low operational readiness 
of the Divisionis engineer equipment. Of 227 generators authorized, 
only 67% (153) are on hand o Deadlines decrease the overall operation­
al readiness of these generat,ors to 45% (102)" 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN) 1 COMBAT ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT

(ENGINEER), CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970

Although not attaining the CMC standard of 83%9 the combat readiness of
engineer equipment has improved and now stands at 76%

Recent T/E allowance changes for 600/700 series generators and the non-
availability of assets to fill the T/E deficiencies caused by these
changes have contributed materially to the low operational readiness
of the Division's engineer equipment. Of 227 generators authorized,
only 67% (153) are on hand. Deadlines decrease the overall operation-
al readiness of these generators to 45% (102).
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INTERSERVICE TRANSFER OF MATERIAL TO RVNAF 

The chart on the opposite page reflects the current statuB of the turnover 
of major end items to the RVNAF, a Department of Defense initiated program. 
Portrayed is the high acceptance rate of equipment offered by Division units, 
a rate directly attributable to the efforts of the invoicing units to repair 
on the spot equipment initially questioned as to serviceability by RVNAF 
inspectors. As indicated below, a total of 2,980 items of Communicat10ns­
Electronics, Ordnance and Motor Transport items were off~ during the period 
17 August through 9 October, cf which 2,798 items with a total value of $1,232, 
805.00 were accepted, an acce.ptance rate of 93.8%. The program is now inactive 
until the next phase of redeployment. 

ITEM 9UANTI~Y OFFERED QUANTITY ACCEPTED .Y!!ill! -
$270816.0_ RADIO SET PRC 25 317 312 

MINE DEl'ECTORS .~ .. 65 46865.00 
GRENADE LAUNCHER M79 114 28728.00 
MACHINE GUN MOUNT Ml22 112 III 7548.00 
MACHINE GUN M-60 79 73 46428.00 
RIFLE, M-16 1563 1501 204136.00 
PISTOL, CAL 45 551 496 28272.00 
SEMI TRLR 25T 3 0 
TRUCK M54 1 1 11878.00 
TRUCK, DUMP. M51 10 8 121160.00 
AMBULANCE, M718 4 3 12315.00 
TRUCK, M37Bl 12 5 23165.00 
RADIO SEl' GRC 125 48 40 43360.00 
PUBLIC ADDRESS SET PIQ-5 10 10 1250.00 
WATER TRLR, M149 4 0 
TRUCK, Ml51 7 6 18822.00 
TRLR, Ml05 3 1 905.00 
NIGH'!~YISION SIGHT, AN/PVS-2 30 30 90000.00 
HOWITZER, l05MM 18 18 273600.00 
TELE·TYPE SEl' AN/GGC-3 i 1 1730.00 
MACH" C:'UN, CAL 50 3 3 1827.00 

TOTALS 2980 2798 $1,232,805.00 
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INTERSERVICE TRANSFER OF MATERIAL TO RVNAF

The chart on the opposite page reflects the current status of the turnover
of major end items to the RVNAF, a Department of Defense initiated program.
Portrayed is the high acceptance rate of equipment offered by Division units,
a rate directly attributable to the efforts of the invoicing units to repair
on the spot equipment initially questioned as to serviceability by RVNAF

inspectors. As indicated below, a total of 2,980 items of Communications-

Electronics, Ordnance and Motor Transport items were offered during the period
17 August through 9 October, of which 2,798 items with a total value of $1,232,
805.00 were accepted, an acceptance rate of 93.8% The program is now inactive
until the next phase of redeployment.

QUANTITY ACCEPTED VALUEQUANTITY OFFEREDITEM

$270816.00312317RADIO SET PRC 25
46865.00656MINE DETECTORS
28728.00114128GRENADE LAUNCHER M79
7548.00111112MACHINE GUN MOUNT M122

46428.007379MACHINE GUN M-60
204136.0015011563RIFLE, M-16
28272.00496551PISTOL, CAL 45

03SEMI TRLR 25T
11878.0011TRUCK M54

121160.00810TRUCK, DUMP, M51
12315.004 3AMBULANCE, M718
23165.00512TRUCK, M37B1
43360.004048RADIO SET GRC 125
1250.001010PUBLIC ADDRESS SET PIQ-5

4 0WATER TRLR, M149
18822.0067TRUCK, M151

905.0013TRLR, M105
90000.003030NIGHT VISION SIGHT, AN/PVS-2
273600.001818HOWITZER, 105MM

1730.001 1TELE-TYPE SET AN/GGC-3
1827.0033MACH GUN, CAL 50

$1,232,805.0027982980TOTALS

31 Oct 70

G-4-5

DECLASSIFIED



f 
r"~ 
i; 

h 
H 
ti 
!' 
r 
~ 
I' 

r~ 
1 " ~ t . .,. 

I" I I 
! 

~" ! I 

~ .1. I I 

" 
i 

it,' 

J I 
j: I 
I ! 
! I 
t J 
fi I 

I r \ , 

i 
, 
T 

t i 
"I 

;'" 

l 'I 

, ,. 
,J 

~~ .<-

: f .. 

[I;;. 

, 

.; '( 

~: :" 

I " 

, rl 

1 ;:::1' 

I 
, 

--:, ii 

"): , ... ! 

" 
., 

" i 
r'r t, ' , 

; (-1 
'\ 

"j", t 
~ . '-;,' t 

I. 
I',",f"" t 

~ 
ft .' 
~ 

• 

, 1 

DECLASSIFIED 

I 

I 
I 
i 
I 

I ! 

I i 

,j ... " , , , 

, . 
., ;!( 
j' 

',. " 
',1 1'1 , 

I r >.' 

I". 

'." \ '.! 

G-"I-'J 
DECLASSIFIED 

• 

, j 
,1 

, I 

, I: 

: . ~;~ 

i 
. ~ 

:"1 

I 

, I 

I , 
(, , 

cr~ 
f' " 

''?(} 

, 

· · 
· 
• 

· · · · 
· 

~ 
I 

'1 
,1 

" , 

/. 

/: 

6 
, , 
~ : 

! 
/ 

. }'j'j) 

DECLASSIFIED

1

FID
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MED1CAL OVERVIEW 
< __ .-... .. -.._,-u,,.,. T~.-_ .. '.*~,..-··· . 

The next three charts present malaria and venereal disease incidence 
information in 1st Marine Division during periods 1 January through 31 
December 1969 and ] January through 31 October 19'70. During October 
1969~ 396 cases of malaria ucC.'urred in lot Ma"rine Division of which 293 cases 
were acquired in the Hh Mexines 'I'AOR! a. hyperendem1..c malaria area. As 
a result of' command awareness of thJ.iS number one health problem and the 
enforcement of malaria prated .. he measures" it is seen that during October 
1970 total cases (256) 8.reslSJll!:'icantly lower than the tota'! for October 
1969 (396). No significant cllt1erences in vene'C'eal disease case rates per 
thousand personnel haveJc:curred between 1969 and 1970. As a reduction in 
troop strength ha.s OCClJ.r red:, the lutal cases each month since July 1970 
have declined proportionately" 

31 OCT 70 
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DECLASSIFIED

MEDICAL OVERVIEW

The next three charts present malaria and venereal disease incidence
information in 1st Marine Division during periods 1 January through 31
December 1969 and ] January through 31 October 1970. During October
1969, 396 cases of malaria occurred in 1st Marine Division of which 293 cases
were acquired in the 7th Marines TAOR a hyperendemic malaria area. As
a result of command awareness of this number one health problem and the
enforcement of malaria protective measures it is seen that during October
1970 total cases (256) are significantly lower than the total for October
1969 (396). No significant differences in venereal disease case rates per
thousand personnel have occurred between 1969 and 1970. As & reduction in
troop strength has occurred, the total cases each month since July 1970
have declined proportionately.

31 OCT 70
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.1ST MARINE £~~Y,~SI01!...~:lJJ9!Ll,l1L,~!.~.~~ 

£~ND!!~~,~~~~_}9S2D 9J2.. 

Human malaria is the moe,t signif'it!6.pt Public Health problem in the 1st 
Marine Division. 

It is caused by a protozoan and 1 S tr 8.rlSllll t ted to man by the bite of the 
Anopheline mosquito. Two forms of the disease are present in Military 
Region 1. They are vivax and faie:ipat-ul1! malaria. Falciparum malaria is 
far more serious thanvivax in thtit brain~, lung,) or k:idney complications 
may result. Fatality rates may reach as high as 10% in untreated cases; 
no higher than 0.5% in treated cases g Relapse and repeat infections are 
infrequent; less than 1%. The most essential malaria preventjve measures 
are: preventi on of mosquito bites (repellent ~ (~lothing ~ bed and head nets) ~ 
chemoprophylaxis (C,~P tablet8). and ki.l.ling the mosquito through spraying. 
Chemoprophylaxis is almost 100% effecthe against vi vax maJari.a and is only 
partially effective against faldpa:rum ma.1aria. In 1st Marine Division~ 
falciparum malar-ia r-epresents more than 66% of total cases. 

'rhere has been a very minor reduction in 'the number of personnel deployed 
in the Que Son Mountain area, 1"lhi ch ('ontributes over 10% of the malaria~ 
however, cases for October 1970 (256) are significantly below the figures for_ 
the same period in 1969 (396)0 Current command awareness and enforcement • 
of malaria protective measures in the 5th Marines 'l'AOR and a command sponsored 
Field Malaria Indoctrination pyog:te.rn are considered to have contributed to 
the reduced number of ma,larJa cases. 

31 oc'r 70 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN) 9 MALARIA INCIDENCE

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970

Human malaria is the most significant Public Health problem in the 1st
Marine Division.

It is caused by a protozoan and is transmitted to man by the bite of the
Anopheline mosquito. Two forms of the disease are present in Military
Region I. They are vivax and falciparum malaria. Falciparum malaria is
far more serious than vivax in that brain, lung or kidney complications
may result. Fatality rates may reach as high as 10% in untreated cases;
no higher than 0.5% in treated cases. Relapse and repeat infections are
infrequent; less than 1% The most essential malaria preventive measures
are: prevention of mosquito bites (repellent, clothing, bed and head nets),
chemoprophylaxis (C-P tablets), and killing the mosquito through spraying.
Chemoprophylaxis is almost 100% effective against vivax malaria and is only
partially effective against falciparum malaria. In 1st Marine Division,
falciparum malaria represents more than 66% of total cases.

There has been a very minor reduction in the number of personnel deployed
in the Que Son Mountain area, which contributes over 70% of the malaria,
however, cases for October 1970 (256) are significantly below the figures for
the same period in 1969 (396). Current command awareness and enforcement
of malaria protective measures in the 5th Marines TAOR and a command sponsored
Field Malaria Indoctrination program are considered to have contributed to
the reduced number of malaria cases.

31 OCT 70
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14.1 MARRI DIVISION (REIN)

OCTSEPAUG

250+

0
TOTALDECNOVOCTSEPAUGJULJUNMAYAPRMARFEBJAN

1969
2900159437396679232152 14185160 91121CASES 247
9.5*5.113.412.724.69.65.76.13.43.66.34.7RT/1000 9.7

1970
2563462591582242213772278484CASES (22300)19.421.512.97.010.09.616.49.3RT/1000 2.82.8

AVERAGE ANNUAL RATE. 10 MONTH AVERAGE RATE IS ALSO 9.5*
31 OCT 70FOR 1969, WHILE THE 10 MONTH AVERAGE RATE FOR 1970 IS 10.5

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

1ST M!\R1NE ~+'Ql~L.L:.L1B§gi1.,j;. ... Y~!imB1f~h})I ~ INCIDEECE 

.c:.~!:.f~NDA.:~-Y EA~?~_!969 /1270, 

The cumulative incidence of venerea,l disease from 1 January to 
31 October 1969 and from 1 January to 31 Oct::>ber 1970 approximate 
each other very c1(J6ely~. totallIng 2>282 in the former case~ 
2,307 in the latter" However'" since the average division strength 
during the 1969 penod W13.S some 24 ~400 s whLl.e the average for 
1970 is 21.200~ the case l'B.te pet thousand for the first ten months 
of 1970 (1009) i8~'on81det8ble higher than that for the comparable 
1969 period (9.3)., '1'he 1969 case ra"te eventually reached 9,4 
cases/lOOO, whereas the 19'10 e:8.se rat.E' should exceed 1.1.0 
cases/lODD. Th5.s laber (lise [ate is proJected because the number 
of ca.ses per month should remai.n relatlvely stable for the re­
mainder of the year, yielding case rates 0f about 110 5 ea.ch 
month. 

C-_.<.J- ~,t­
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN) VENEREAL DISEASE INCIDENCE

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970

The cumulative incidence of venereal disease from 1 January to
31 October 1969 and from 1 January to 31 October 1970 approximate
each other very closely, totalling 2,282 in the former case,
2,307 in the latter. However, since the average division strength
during the 1969 period W8.S some 24,400, while the average for
1970 is 21,200, the case rate per thousand for the first ten months
of 1970 (10.9) is considerable higher than that for the comparable
1969 period (9.3). The 1969 case rate eventually reached 9.4
cases/1000, whereas the 1970 case rate should exceed 11.0
cases/1000. This latter case rate is projected because the number
of cases per month should remain relatively stable for the re-
mainder of the year, yielding case rates of about 11.5 each
month.
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(REIN)167 MARTER DIVIS

750-

0
TOTALDECNOVOCTSEPAUGJULJUNMAYAPRMARFEBJAN 200240 5100 1269 SYPHINIS 1 1 2747317251251172162162252242213229213GONORRHEA 383 891774241071759CRANCROIT 16 4o00 1010000G.VENERUM 11 00oo000oo000.INGUIN. () 2860318260263181164168262250230236224304TOTAL V.D..

110 1500170 SYPHILIS 0 3
148187200259239274232219226GONORRHEA 273 212039543CRANCROIJ 5 200010000L.G.VENERUM 1 0000Oo1O0L.G.INCUIN. (2307)O 153189203259248283238224TOTAL V.I. 232278
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/1000MARINE DIVISION (REIN)1.0

JUN

60

50

0

MAY AUGJULMAR JUN SEPAPRJAN NOVOCTFEB DEC TOTAL
69 CASE. 236 230 262 168250 164304 263 260224 318 2860181
RT/1000 10.0 6.8 6.810.512.0 8.8 9.2 9.1 8.5 9.4*10.27.97.1

70 CASEK 283238 203224232 248278 259 153189
RT/1000 10.3 11.612.3 10.29.2 11.68.29.2 11.5 11.5
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The character of Civic Action ha~; undergone a sign] ficant and 
continuous change throughout Calendar Year 1970. 

In 1969, and the first few m:mths 01 19'rO~) III Marine Amphibious 
F'orce was the senior D.S. heac1quartel'S in MilItary Region I~) and 
there was a significant. U.S. Navy presence" From December 1969~ to 
March 19'rO, the 26th Marinef:.> ~ with a Lypi cal support package, was 
attached to 1st Marine Division. In 1969. the 1st Marine Division 
had a PsyOp/Civic Action AIK Fund all,x:at,1on of" 500;,000$VN per 
month. 

The condi tj ons as stated in the pre :,(:,.j1 ng paragrl:<ph aIL had 
significant effects upon l;he Jst Marine Division Civic Adion 
Program and are impol'tent beca:u.se they nOlongeT exist. 

III Marine Amphjbious Force as the senior D.S. headquarters in Military 
Region 1 was the recipient of consldel'able support through the D.S. 
Marine Corps Reserve C1VllO A\.'tll,u F'und,.ThlS support included 
funds and materials. 1st Ma.rine Division shared in the funds primarily 
by partici.pating in the Gerleral WALT Scholarship Pr()gram~ but also 
received a proporti.onate share of' Civic Acti on matedal s dona.ted 
through the Mar'ine Corps Reserve Ci VlC A .. :t.l.on Program. In view of the 
continually decreasing support reeeJ.ved, III Manne Amphibious Force 
terminated the General WALT Schola..rslii:p Program on 30 May 19rO~ and 
materials are available .in increasingly .smaller quantlties o 

As the service manager for· Prl)ject. Handclasp. iJhe D.S. Navy presence 
in the Danang area~ assured a cC:HlsJ.cieu:!ble amount cf Handclasp 
materials directed to D<So military forces in Military Region 1. In 
addition" the 1st Marine Divisjon had &n arrangement wlth the D.S. Naval 
Support Activity wherein mate!'iEtls i0r civic action projects could be 
purchasec1 wi.th Civic Action .A1K F'unds at about one third the Vietnamese 
open market prie-e. 

When XXIV Corps became the Senior' U .3. mnl t~lr·Y hea.dquarters in Military 
Region I, the quantity of ProJect Ht;,mklasp materials was reduced to 
that donated specifically t.o 1st, :Mhdne Division~ a.nd the U.S. Amy 
Logistic: Command does not perrni.t transactions involving AIK Funds~ which 
left t.he Vietnamese open rna rket a.s the source for AIK Fund materials. 

In 1970, the 26th Marines Elnd ~he lit, MarineS" wItb suppOt"t pa:.;kages~ 
have been withdrawn from Vi etW:lrn 0 The- 'J.:;8 s of these uni ts resul ted i.n a 
significant but" because or (;'h<:!nging'J(JciJ t,J. ons, ImmeasuT'ably :reduced 
ci vic action capabilit.y. 

c-s 
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G-5 OVERVIEW

The character of Civic Action has undergone a significant and
continuous change throughout Calendar Year 1970.

In 1969, and the first few months of 1970 III Marine AmphibiousForce was the senior U.S. headquarters in Military Region I, andthere was a significant U.S. Navy presence. From December 1969, toMarch 1970, the 26th Marines, with a typical support package, was
attached to 1st Marine Division. In 1969, the 1st Marine Divisionhad a PsyOp/Civic Action AIK Fund allocation of" 500,,000$VN permonth.

The conditions as stated in the preceding paragraph all had
significant effects upon the 1st Marine Division Civic Action
Program and are important because they no longer exist.

III Marine Amphibious Force as the senior U.S. headquarters in MilitaryRegion I was the recipient of considerable support through the U.S.
Marine Corps Reserve Civic Action Fund, This support included
funds and materials. 1st Marine Division shared in the funds primarily
by participating in the General WALT Scholorship Program, but also
received a proportionate share of Civic Action materials donated
through the Marine Corps Reserve Civic Action Program. In view of the
continually decreasing support received., III Marine Amphibious Force
terminated the General WALT Scholarship Program on 30 May 1970, and
materials are available in increasingly smaller quantities.

As the service manager for Project Handclasp, the U.S. Navy presencein the Danang area, assured a considerable amount of Handclaspmaterials directed to U.S. military forces in Military Region I. In
addition, the 1st Marine Division had an arrangement with the U.S. Naval
Support Activity wherein materials for civic action projects could be
purchased with Civic Action A1K Funds at about one third the Vietnamese
open market price.

When XXIV Corps became the senior U.S. military headquarters in MilitaryRegion I, the quantity of Project Handclasp materials was reduced tothat donated specifically to 1st Marine Division, and the U.S. Army
Logistic Command does not permit transactions involving AIK Funds, whichleft the Vietnamese open market as the source for AIK Fund materials.

In 1970, the 26th Marines and the 7th Marines, with support packages,
have been withdrawn from Vietnem. The loss of these units resulted in a
significant but, because 01 changing conditions immeasurably reduced
civic action capability.
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Finally ~ in Calendar Year 1970~, the :h"yO)s/C.ivic Action AIK Funds have 
been halved each quarter ~ beginning (II) 1 January 19'70. On 1 April 1970 ~J 
the division received the 111 MAl" accounts w:ith the result that the 
monthly allocation of funds has dt':!PPE'd from 500"OOO$VN per month in 
1969 to 150,000$VN per month subsequent to 1 July 1970. 

By measurable comparison" the totaL 1970 1st Ma.rine Division Civic Action 
effort ha.s shown an increase over 1969. This increase has resulted from 
the excesses of non-combat essenttal expendable constructl.on materi.als 
created in connection with phased tro:)p Teductions~ and by a significant 
engineer effort in connection wtth Vietnamese resettlement projects and 
irrigation systems. 

At the present time~, excess n(JrJ"coillbb:t essential construction materials 
for civic action projects appear to be eXhausted" or are earmarked for a 
new Vietnamese resettlement proJect. This has appeared to be the case for 
several months, however, and mat>erials hav,,: been found and proj ects have 
been completed. 

For the near future, 1st Marine Dlvision Cid\~~ Act.ion Programs will be 
sustained by excess materials saLvaged frDm abandoned cantOJllments. How 
long and on What scale depends 'Upon lutme undetermined plans for Military 
Region 1. Ultimately" and i.n keeping with the p011.cy of Vietnamization ~ 
the 1st Ma.rine Division Civic Acti~n Progl'an! will decline in s:~ope and 
shift increasingly from materia} b.t3&istance t,o LE.(;hnica,l assistance until 
it ceases to exist. 
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Finally, in Calendar Year 1970. the PsyOps/Civic Action AIK Funds have
been halved each quarter, beginning on 1 January 1970. On 1 April 1970,the division received the III MAF account with the result that the
monthly allocation of funds has dropped from 500,000$VN per month in
1969 to 150,000$VN per month subsequent to 1 July 1970.

By measurable comparison, the total 1970 1st Marine Division Civic Action
effort has shown an increase over 1969. This increase has resulted from
the excesses of non-combat essential expendable construction materials
created in connection with phased troop reductions, and by a significant
engineer effort in connection with Vietnamese resettlement projects and
irrigation systems.

At the present time, excess non-combat essential construction materials
for civic action projects appear to be exhausted or are earmarked for a
new Vietnamese resettlement project. This has appeared to be the case for
several months, however, and materials have been found and projects have
been completed.

For the near future, 1st Marine Division Civic Action Programs will be
sustained by excess materials salvaged from abandoned cantomments. How
long and on what scale depends upon future undetermined plans for Military
Region I. Ultimately and in keeping with the policy of Vietnamization,
the 1st Marine Division Civic Action Program will decline in scope and
shift increasingly from material assistance to technical assistance until
it ceases to exist.
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ACTION,(REIN)161 MARINE

OCTSEPAbia1111IUR

3.0

1.51

0

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTAL

1969
11.841.541.551.71.99.18.711.82.57.15.44MILLS VN$ .811.37

1970
1.301.411.652.23.60 1.451.32.68 .97MILLS VNS 1.37

G-5-1
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

NARRATIVE ANALYSIS 

CARRIED OVER 

TO 

NOVEMBER EDITION 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

NARRATIVE ANALYSIS

CARRIED OVER

TO

NOVEMBER EDITION

G-5-2

DECLASSIFIED



~.'.I'-) .. . , 

.• 1 qr,q 

I 
I 

1 

,J 

j'lI~N-DA y~ 

1----

1(}70 
HAN-DAY' 

K' j 

JAN FEB MAR 

?1)1.4 1'104 347B 

?736 2961 3074 

DECLASSIFIED 

'. .' 

'"''' '-, ~ :', . '~l"~. ,. L ... ,! . .'~, ,_"I, " .: .... ,_.\., .... -j ... ., 

","., ."".l'-,"-.-~l''''''-·~.l,ili'ti'lr~~,j~I/iIliI: 

~', _. (" ~ " ,.~ 'j i 

,i'!.'';.'!' JUf, AUG SEl' "'--1 "., ... , ... --........ "._. 

APR MAY .TUN JUt JAUO ~F.P or.rr NOV nRr. TOTAl 

10'17 4~20 1278 2367 1764 2079 ?505 2523 2369 . 3000'~ 

,-

2726 224'1 2466 2181 .2"481 286'5 2479 
, :-

, 
::..\~, , " 

·;t'." 

.. 
'. , 

}10CT 70 
I c._S-~ '. 
; ~ - : -, ;', .':. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

PARTICILATION (LAMOR)MARINE DIVISION (RUIN)183

1964/1920

DECNOVOCTSEPAUGJUN JUI,

251

4

40% MAN-DAYS OF LABOR PERFORMED BY USMC AND USN
TOTALDECNOVOCTSEPAUGJULJUNMAYAPRMARFEBJAN

1969 2369 3000325232505207917642367327843201037347817092574MAN-DAY:

1970 2479286624812181246622452726307429612736MAN-DAYS

31 OCT 70

G-5-2
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

NARRATIVE ANALYSIS 

CARRIED OVER 

'1'0 

NOVEMBER EDITION 

c:-s-- S 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

NARRATIVE ANALYSIS

CARRIED OVER

TO

NOVEMBER EDITION

G-5-3

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

".1' .• 11 

I I','·, 

C;:'-.~~ .. .s 
I. ",~ ",~;J, '.:., I ,,', 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

1920
NOVOCTAGG

TOTALDECNOVOCTSEPJUL AUGJUNMAYAPRMARJAN FEB

129.751139491182014706 1480710101215E1018410325110289794

7818100401101211749108918756991911/031202014005

are(2)

31 OCT 70

G-5-3

DECLASSIFIED


