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SECRET 

INTRODUCTION 

January 19719 when compared to the preceding month~ can be best characterized 
as a period of mixed results. with a large number of indicator's registering one 
month increases and a similarly sizable group of indicators posting decreases. 
However~ when the entire set of indicators considered herein are compared to 
averages for the previous six months or one year, the January 1971 figures~ 
almost without exceptions represent gains (gains. in this context~ meaning 
increases or decreases reflecting favorably on the progress of the Division)o 

The local (December to January) instability of these parameters may be attributed 
to the enemyis preparation for ~d execution of activities normally associated 
with the New Year. Tet and the e~rly Spring~ and to the efforts of the DiVision 
to diforupt his preparations and counteract his activities. A further, but less 
imp:,rtant cause of the local instability. especially in the areas of personnel 
admini~tration~ law and discipline ll is the impending redepJ.oyment of a portion 
of the Division. When viewed in the larger context (comparison of January 
results to the averages for the previous six months or year)~ the reasons for 
the continuation of' trends established during 1970 are reductions in both 
Division and enemy strength~ and the enemyis reversion to guerrilla tactics. 

The enemy~ during the month of January 1971. was sighted a bit more often than 
in the previous month (1,394 sightings versus DecemberUs 1~331)~ although his 
estimated strength again decreased slightly (down 235 to 8~325). He again 
employed his "artillery" sparingly~ expending only 46 mortar rounds and but a 
single rccket in attacks by fire on Division positions 9 the total figure of 47 
representing a decrease of two from December's 49 rounds. 

Although he killed 15 Division Marines or Navy corpsmen during January (up rrom 
11 in December) and wounded 136 (up from 125)~ the enemy paid for this with the 
deaths of 211 of his soldiers (up from 162)~ and the loss of 80 individual 
weapons (down from 87) and 6 crew-served weapons (down from 9). 

Friendly activity during the month included the continuation of Operations 
Imperial Lake (in the Que Son Mountains) and Upshur Stream (in the western 
Charlie Ridge area)~ and extensive patrol~ ambush and reconnaissance activities. 
Especially active in January were the Combined Unit Pacification Progt-am (cupp) 
units. which claimed 63 of the enemy9 s 211 KIAs i captured two guerrillas and 
influenced ten to Tally to the government cause~ while suffering 25 wounded. 
This was the second consecutive month of heavy CUFP activity and~ as was the 
case with the Divisionis results overall~ produced (considering December to 
January) a mixed bag of results~ both friendly and enemy casualties increasing 
and the number of prisoners/ralliers decreasing. Artillery and naval gunfire 
expenditures. fixed wing sor1iies~ and all three parameters associated with 
helicopter support (flight time, passengers carried, and tons of cargo carried) 
increased during January 1971. Most of these support indices increased moder­
ately~ but artillery expenditure increased 30% (from just under 27~OOO rounds to 
over 35~OOO)~ the rise fueled almost exclusively by an intense attack by fire 
on portions of Charlie Ridge which accounted for over 11,000 rounds during the 
latter thlrd of the month. This attack on probable enemy staging areas and 
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January 1971, when compared to the preceding month, can be best characterized
as a period of mixed results, with a large number of indicators registering one
month increases and a similarly sizable group of indicators posting decreases.
However, when the entire set of indicators considered herein are compared to
averages for the previous six months or one year, the January 1971 figures,
almost without exception, represent gains (gains, in this context, meaning
increases or decreases reflecting favorably on the progress of the Division).

The local (December to January) instability of these parameters may be attributed
to the enemy's preparation for and execution of activities normally associated
with the New Year, Tet and the early Spring, and to the efforts of the Division
to disrupt his preparations and counteract his activities. A further, but less
important cause of the local instability, especially in the areas of personnel
administration, law and discipline, is the impending redeployment of a portion
of the Division. When viewed in the larger context (comparison of January
results to the averages for the previous six months or year), the reasons for
the continuation of trends established during 1970 are reductions in both
Division and enemy strength, and the enemy's reversion to guerrilla tactics.

The enemy, during the month of January 1971, was sighted a bit more often than
in the previous month (1, 394 sightings versus December's 1,331), although his
estimated strength again decreased slightly (down 235 to 8,325). He again
employed his "artillery" sparingly, expending only 46 mortar rounds and but a
single rocket in attacks by fire on Division positions, the total figure of 47
representing a decrease of two from December's 49 rounds.

Although he killed 15 Division Marines or Navy corpsmen during January (up from
11 in December and wounded 136 (up from 125), the enemy paid for this with the
deaths of 211 of his soldiers (up from 162), and the loss of 80 individual
weapons (down from 87) and 6 crew=served weapons (down from 9).

Friendly activity during the month included the continuation of Operations
Imperial Lake (in the Que Son Mountains) and Upshur Stream (in the western
Charlie Ridge area), and extensive patrol, ambush and reconnaissance activities.
Especially active in January were the Combined Unit Pacification Program (CUPP)
units, which claimed 63 of the enemy's 211 KIAs, captured two guerrillas and
influenced ten to rally to the government cause, while suffering 25 wounded.
This was the second consecutive month of heavy CUPP activity and, as was the
case with the Division's results overall, produced (considering December to
January) a mixed bag of results, both friendly and enemy casualties increasing
and the number of prisoners/ralliers decreasing. Artillery and naval gunfire
expenditures, fixed wing sorties, and all three parameters associated with
helicopter support (flight time, passengers carried, and tons of cargo carried)
increased during January 1971. Most of these support indices increased moder-
ately, but artillery expenditure increased 30% (from just under 27,000 rounds to
over 35,000), the rise fueled almost exclusively by an intense attack by fire
on portions of Charlie Ridge which accounted for over 11,000 rounds during the
latter third of the month. This attack on probable enemy staging areas and
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bases of operation was part of a.n active program to disrupt the enemyVs prepara­
tions for his expected' Spring campa.ign. 

During the past thirteen months~ the enemy has increasingly av:):1.ded direct con­
frontati~n with our troops and has even reduced sharply his standoff attacks 
by fire on our positions (e.g •• monthly averages of 3.736 enemy sighted and 
350 rounds in attacks by tire in the first half 'Of 1970 9 decreasing to averages 
of 1.401 and 90 in the last half 9 and finally decreasing to 13394 and 47 (totals) 
in January 1971), Nevertheless~ he has managed to make his presence felt through 
the use of mines and booby traps. January 1971 saw a shar'p increase in both 
the number of surprise flring devices detonated and the resultant number of 
Casualties (37 devices detonated versus DecemberCs 28 and 72 casualties versUS 
53). The 30% increase in the number of' detonations produced a January findl 
detonation ratio of 3.19:l~ a decrease from Decemberis record 4.00~1 and the 
first such setback since July 1970. One notable (although~ thankfully, fairly 
uncommon) incident during the month served to add significantly to January is 
totals for both detonations and casualties. On operation Upshur Stream. a 
Marine detonated a sur'prise firing device which wounded four men. A second 
device was detonated as members of the unit rushed to the assistance of the first 
casualties s wounding an additonal four men. Finally, the rotor blades of the 
medical evacuation helicopter triggered four more booby traps upon landings 
wounding three more Marines. In addition" five more devices were found and 
destroyed. br·inging the totals for this incident to six bOOby traps detonated, 
five fOUT.d and eleven men WIA and illustrating the density ~ith which the enemy 
emplaces these weapons. Further discussion of the topics above may be found 
in Tab G-3 and the other 1;abs in the G-3 and 0-2 Sections, 

Even as battle casualties inc!'eased s the non-hostile casualty rate decreased for 
the second consecutive month (ffom 94 casualties per million man-days in November 
to 75 in December and 51 in January). However~ not all categories of non­
hostile casualties decreased dUfing Januarys Accidenta.l DiachargEtS rising from 
five to nine and Motor Vehicle ~ccidents soaring from four to twelve~ but 
continued cornrrland emphasis on the reduction of such incidents and their resulting 
casualties should bring these two categories into line with the others (See 
Sect i..:10 1-6). 

Just as with all other g.roups of indi.::ators discussed thus fars mixed results 
obtained in the realm of personnel management j law and discipline. Much of the 
turbulence experienced is associated with the pending redeployments. Division 
strength crept higher in preparation for the unavoidable personnel realignments 
which will be occasioned by the redeploymentsg while the submission of award 
recommendations bega.n to increase~ as they did prior to both phases of redeploy­
ment in 1970, Certain indicators pertaining to law and discipline increased in 
January 1971 as Division units tried to clear court dockets and complete proc­
essing of recommenda'tions for administrative discharges initiated in the latter 
part of 1970, However~ it, is gratifying to note tha.t n01; a single "racial l1 or 
"fraggingl1 incident occurred in January (See Tabs 1-5g and 1-5h) and the number 
of violent crimes committed by Division personnel fell from the seven recorded 
in December 1970 to two (one assault and one attempted homicide [See Tab 1-5iJ). 

I/IITRCJ 

DECLASSIFIED 

17 FEB '7l 
SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET

bases of operation was part of an active program to disrupt the enemy 's prepara-
tions for his expected Spring campaign.

During the past thirteen months, the enemy has increasingly avoided direct con-
frontation with our troops and has even reduced sharply his standoff attacks

by fire on our positions (e.g., monthly averages of 3,736 enemy sighted and

350 rounds in attacks by fire in the first half of 1970, decreasing to averages
of 1.401 and 90 in the last half, and finally decreasing to 1,394 and 47 (totals)

in January 1971). Nevertheless, he has managed to make his presence felt through
the use of mines and booby traps. January 1971 saw a sharp increase in both

the number of surprise firing devices detonated and the resultant number of
casualties (37 devices detonated versus December's 28 and 72 casualties versus

53). The 30% increase in the number of detonations produced a January find/
detonation ratio of 3.19:1, a decrease from December's record 4.00:1 and the

first such setback since July 1970. One notable (although, thankfully, fairly
uncommon) incident during the month served to add significantly to January's
totals for both detonations and casualties. On operation Upshur Stream, a

Marine detonated a surprise firing device which wounded four men. A second
device was detonated as members of the unit rushed to the assistance of the first

casualties, wounding an additonal four men. Finally, the rotor blades of the

medical evacuation helicopter triggered four more booby traps upon landing,
wounding three more Marines. In addition, five more devices were found and

destroyed, bringing the totals for this incident to six booby traps detonated,
five found and eleven men WIA and illustrating the density with which the enemy
emplaces these weapons. Further discussion of the topics above may be found
in Tab G-3 and the other tabs in the G-3 and G-2 Sections.

Even as battle casualties increased, the non-hostile casualty rate decreased for
the second consecutive month (from 94 casualties per million man-days in November
to 75 in December and 51 in January). However, not all categories of non-
hostile casualties decreased during January, Accidental Discharges rising from
five to nine and Motor Vehicle Accidents soaring from four to twelve, but
continued command emphasis on the reduction of such incidents and their resulting
casualties should bring these two categories into line with the others (See

Section 1-6).

Just as with all other groups of indicators discussed thus far, mixed results
obtained in the realm of personnel management, law and discipline. Much of the

turbulence experienced is associated with the pending redeployments. Division

strength crept higher in preparation for the unavoidable personnel realignments
which will be occasioned by the redeployments, while the submission of award
recommendations began to increase, as they did prior to both phases of redeploy-
ment in 1970. Certain indicators pertaining to law and discipline increased in

January 1971 as Division units tried to clear court dockets and complete proc-
essing of recommendations for administrative discharges initiated in the latter

part of 1970. However, it is gratifying to note that not a single "racial" or

"fragging" incident occurred in January (See Tabs 1-5g and 1-5h) and the number
of violent crimes committed by Division personnel fell from the seven recorded
in December 1970 to two (one assault and one attempted homicide [See Tab 1-5i]).
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Another set of gratifYing statisticBcantain~ herein a,e those treating readi­
ness and maintenance management. The Division; in January 1971s continued to 
maintatn a POaSTA'l' rBtiD8 ot C-l (OOl.7'~ ready)~ while fully 95% of the 
Division's combat e$sentia.l equipmeatwas-operational11 ready, !With three of 
the cDllDllrl1ltt,. 6roup8 (Communication-Electronics, Motor transport and Ordnance) 
~edillg Marine Corps standards b;r a wide margin, .and' Engineer equipment 
registering ~ourtb conse~l.amonth at increase end surpasSing the standard 
by 3~. 

The i1JlIIled1at~ future prom1,ee to- be one 01' marke.d tlP'bulence, for the 1st Marine 
D1 ridon., As· of tbeGM.· 0' ~1s introduction. one Infant17 battalion and three 
artillel'7 batteriash •• ~ed .,tMddovn. Eventually one rull, intantl"7 
regiment, six tir1na '-'tiled •• cd a vide variety of $upporting units vill depar'\ 
country, requiring ma .. i"'rea11gnment ,ot the remaining torces, including a 
sharp __ sedown of 11&e" ,rograms aathe eolll~ined Unit Pacification Prosr_ (already 
begun with the withdra1tal. ot four CUPP units and the .pl&nned terminat,ioD "otAl)Dbher 
seven) and tl3e ~al and dental chic a.etton programs, Consolidation" 
of foreee yiU .. ~uire' tha.t .. JIl8.!orit1:,~' tri-ondly eet-i'Y.1 ~1be><conducted lnthe 
loyland ~fitS., sere the d.eHrr'ty of sUl'p7iacf'.-:rfr1na':4evioea' iBlmuch g~a.ter 
than 1n ,the mouptainous regions. - Therefore. a certain increase'in the detonation 
of such devices may be. expected (already in7ebruar,y. 24 detonations have occurred, 
causing 44 ca8ualties l,..~ ~hermore. Bome increase in enemy a.ctivity may be 
projeeted. as he attelllpts ,to harass to the maximum both remaintng and redeplo,ine 
forces... ~evez:, the combat eft1c1encl or thel;Dlvt-81on has· remained ata high, : 
level t~O~Q.out ,~~2J '.t~y llQtb'e, ~ll~q't Vietnam, an~ th,ere}os no re~8i?n ,to' ., 
beU.ve '~,th1s ftcOJid:will IlQt;'W a.t 'least ma1n~e.1nedt it 'nOt "improved •. 
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Another set of gratifying statistics contained herein are those treating readi-
ness and maintenance management. The Division, in January 1971, continued to
maintain a PORSTAT rating of C-1 fully combat ready), while fully 95% of the
Division's combat essential equipment was-operationally ready, with three of
the commodity groups (Communication-Electronics, Motor Transport and Ordnance)
exceeding Marine Corps standards by a wide margin, and Engineer equipment
registering its fourth consecutive month of increase and surpassing the standard
by 3%.

The immediate future promises to be one of marked turbulence for the 1st Marine
Division. As of the date of this introduction, one infantry battalion and three
artillery batteries have commenced standdown. Eventually one full infantry
regiment, six firing batteries and a wide variety of supporting units will depart
country, requiring massive realignment of the remaining forces, including a
sharp phasedown of such programs as the Combined Unit Pacification Program (already
begun with the withdrawal of four CUPP units and the planned termination of another
seven) and the medical and dental civic action programs. Consolidation
of forces will require that a majority of friendly activity be conducted in the
lowland areas, where the density of surprise firing devices is much greater
than in the mountainous regions. Therefore, a certain increase in the detonation

such devices may be expected (already in February, 24 detonations have occurred,of
causing 44 casualties Furthermore, some increase in enemy activity may be
projected, as he attempts to harass to the maximum both remaining and redeploying
forces. However, the combat efficiency of the Division has remained at a high
level throughout its stay in the Republic of Vietnam, and there is no reason to
believe that this record will not be at least maintained, if not improved.
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G-I OVERVIEW 

Personnel management~ in January 1971 as well as in ~anths past~ has kept pace 
with the force structure reductions of the past 13 m9nths~ as evidenced by the 
Command being continuously in combat readiness category C-l. In other admin­
istrative areas involving such subjects as morale. discipline and personnel 
services~ appropriate norms of effectiveness have been rather well maintained. 
Abstracts of these norms> as well as over and under achievements~ are presented 
below~ 

a. The end-of-January 197'1 strength of the Di,vision was 12;)62~, an increase 
of 52 from December 1970 and 109 more tpan the RVN ceiling. The strength, which 
peaked at over 31~000 in November 1969 and dropped sharply during Phases III 
and IV of redeployment~ will again drop with Phase VI, beginning in February 
19710 (See Tab 1-1) 

b. The January 1971 1st term reenlistment rate of 9% was a significant 
drop from December v s 31% and the 1971 annual rate of 40%. Factors which may 
have affected the rate are the emphasis on reenlisting only Marines of the 
hig~est caliber and redeployments and subsequent reduction in overall Marine Corps 
strength. (See Tab 1-2) 

c. Congressional and special interest. correspondence received during January 
1971 totalled 57 pieces compared to Decembervs 71, representing 4.5 pieces per 
1~000 strength compared to 5.7 and 1970 l s annual average of 5.3. Analysis 
reveals no statistical significance, but the increase during November 1970 may 
be attributed to correspondence generated as a result of the personnel redeploy­
ment criteria and, generally \) can be grouped into the categories of welfare, 
confinement/discipline ~ and basic a.llowance/family separation. (See Tab 1-3) 

d. During January 1971 s Purple Heart Medals continued to be a.warded at the 
rate of 10.0 per l~OOO personnel established in December 1970~ while the rate 
for heroic/mentorious decorations increased from 27.4 to 33.1. While The Purple 
Heart rate was significantly less than 1970 i s annual rate (14.4/19000) and less 
than one-third 1969's (3l.3/l~OOO)~ it virtually equalled the average for the 
previous three months (9.7/1 s 000). The increase in the rate for all other 
awards may be a.ttributed to the commencement of the program of early submission 
of award recommendations for deserving enlisted personnel of redeploying units 
and is a repeat of the pa.ttern experienced during the two periods of redeploy­
ment in 1970. Additionally~ an increase in combat activity during January 
fueled a rise in the submission Qf citations for heroi&m. (See Tab 1-4) 

e. The rate for trials for crimea of violence involving Division personnel 
increased to 1.5 per 1;000 personnel during January 1911 and was a continuation 
of the rise in this rate t~t began in November 1970. The primary causes for 
the increase in the rate~ the highest in 25 months and significantly h~gher 
than the averages for the past two years s are the increased effectiveness in 
the investigation of such crimes and the expedition of the case loa.d concerning 
personnel redeploying with Keystone Robin (Charlie) units. (See Tab l-5a) 

6-"-1 

DECLASSIFIED 

31 JAN 71 
CONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

G-1 OVERVIEW

Personnel management, in January 1971 as well as in months past, has kept pacewith the force structure reductions of the past 13 months, as evidenced by theCommand being continuously in combat readiness category C-1. In other admin-
istrative areas involving such subjects as morale, discipline and personnel
services, appropriate norms of effectiveness have been rather well maintained.Abstracts of these norms, as well as over and under achievements, are presentedbelow:

a. The end-of-January 1971 strength of the Division was 12,623, an increaseof 52 from December 1970 and 109 more than the RVN ceiling. The strength, which
peaked at over 31,000 in November 1969 and dropped sharply during Phases III
and IV of redeployment, will again drop with Phase VI, beginning in February1971. (See Tab 1-1)

b. The January 1971 1st term reenlistment rate of 9% was a significant
drop from December's 31% and the 1971 annual rate of 40%. Factors which mayhave affected the rate are the emphasis on reenlisting only Marines of the
highest caliber and redeployments and subsequent reduction in overall Marine Corpsstrength. (See Tab 1-2)

C. Congressional and special interest correspondence received during January1971 totalled 57 pieces compared to December's 71, representing 4.5 pieces per
1,000 strength compared to 5.7 and 1970's annual average of 5.3. Analysisreveals no statistical significance, but the increase during November 1970 maybe attributed to correspondence generated as a result of the personnel redeploy-ment criteria and, generally, can be grouped into the categories of welfare,
confinement/discipline, and basic allowance/family separation. (See Tab 1-3)

d. During January 1971, Purple Heart Medals continued to be awarded at therate of 10.0 per 1,000 personnel established in December 1970, while the rate
for heroic/meritorious decorations increased from 27.4 to 33.1. While The PurpleHeart rate was significantly less than 1970's annual rate (14.4/1,000) and lessthan one-third 1969's (31.3/1,000), it virtually equalled the average for the
previous three months (9.7/1,000) The increase in the rate for all other
awards may be attributed to the commencement of the program of early submissionof award recommendations for deserving enlisted personnel of redeploying unitsand is a repeat of the pattern experienced during the two periods of redeploy-ment in 1970. Additionally, an increase in combat activity during Januaryfueled a rise in the submission of citations for heroism. (See Tab 1-4)

e. The rate for trials for crimes of violence involving Division personnelincreased to 1.5 per 1,000 personnel during January 1971 and was a continuationof the rise in this rate that began in November 1970. The primary causes forthe increase in the rate, the highest in 25 months and significantly higherthan the averages for the past two years, are the increased effectiveness inthe investigation of such crimes and the expedition of the case load concerning
personnel redeploying with Keystone Robin (Charlie) units. (See Tab 1-5a)
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f. Although the 28 unauthorized absences reported in January 1971 does not 
represent the highest monthly total since this report was originated in July 
1969, the corresponding rate of 2.2 absences per 1,000 personnel is the highest 
such rate in that same period. The absence rate, after remaining virtually 
steady during the period July through October 1970 (at about 1.0 per 1,000), 
increased to 1.3 in November, 1.7 in December, and 2.2 in January. If this 
trend continues~ the rate for February 1971 will be 2.8 per 1,000 personnel. 
(See Tab 1-5b) 

g. The number of Marines in confinement in January 1971 declined from 
DecemberYs 60 to Januaryi s 49. This seems to be a continuation of the downward 
trend established during 1970~ wherein the yearVs monthly average was 90~ that 
of the last half of the year 68 9 and that of the last three months of the year 
52. However, because Division strength decreased apace, the confinement rate 
for 1970 was a relatively steady 4.5 per l,OOOi from which JanuaryVs 3.9 per 
IjOOO is not significantly different. Therefore, the rate in the future should 
remain in the range 4-5 per 1,000. (See Tab 1-5c) 

h. During January 1971 p eight punitive discharges were awarded, equalling 
the number awarded during December 1970, and, since Division strength during 
the two months was virtually unchanged, a steady discharge rate of 0.6 per 
1~000 ensued. Both the number and rate were wel1 above the figures for October 
and November because a greater nuniber of general and special courts-martial 
were conducted during December and January than were conducted during the 
previous two months. However, January's rate equalled the annual rate for 
both 1969 and 1970~ and rates in this vIcinity should continue to occur in 
the near future. (See Tab 1-5d) 

i. January 1971 saw the processing of 48 &dministrative discbarges, up 
from 42 in November and 41 in December. The slight increase may be due to 
the fact that virtually all the recommendations for such discharges initiated 
during the latter part of 1970 were completed processing In January. Because the 
weeding-out process pursued during 1970 has been virtually completed s a distinct 
downturn in the rate of such discharges can be anticipated in the future. (See 
Tab 1-5e) 

j. The number of judicial and investigatory actions concerning drug abuse 
increased only slightly during January 1971 (from 41 in December to 46)9 while 
the processing of administrative discharges increased by 250% (from 12 to 30). 
The rate of the former actions remained essentially the same as the three 
previous months (3.8 per liOOO versus an average of 3.5 per l~OOO)~ indicating 
relatively steady performance. The increase in the processing of drug-related 
administrati ve discharges may be attributed to the "clearing of the docket" 
(See Tab 1-5e) discussed in the paragraph above. (See Tab 1~5f) 

k. There were no reported racial incidents during January 1971, a fact 
reinforcing the trend established during the last half of 1970, a period of time 
during which an average of just over one such incident occurred per month. 
Because of intense command interest g the reduced rate experienced in this recent 
period of time should carry over to the future. (See Tab 1-5g) 
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f. Although the 28 unauthorized absences reported in January 1971 does not
represent the highest monthly total since this report was originated in July
1969, the corresponding rate of 2.2 absences per 1,000 personnel is the highest
such rate in that same period. The absence rate, after remaining virtually
steady during the period July through October 1970 (at about 1.0 per 1,000),
increased to 1.3 in November, 1.7 in December, and 2.2 in January. If this
trend continues, the rate for February 1971 will be 2.8 per 1,000 personnel.
(See Tab 1-5b)

g. The number of Marines in confinement in January 1971 declined from
December's 60 to January's 49. This seems to be a continuation of the downward
trend established during 1970, wherein the year's monthly average was 90, that
of the last half of the year 68, and that of the last three months of the year
52. However, because Division strength decreased apace, the confinement rate
for 1970 was a relatively steady 4.5 per 1,000, from which January's 3.9 per
1,000 is not significantly different. Therefore, the rate in the future should
remain in the range 4-5 per 1,000. (See Tab 1-5c)

h. During January 1971, eight punitive discharges were awarded, equalling
the number awarded during December 1970, and, since Division strength during
the two months was virtually unchanged, a steady discharge rate of 0.6 per
1,000 ensued. Both the number and rate were well above the figures for October
and November because a greater number of general and special courts-martial
were conducted during December and January than were conducted during the
previous two months. However, January's rate equalled the annual rate for
both 1969 and 1970, and rates in this vicinity should continue to occur in
the near future. (See Tab 1-5d)

i. January 1971 saw the processing of 48 administrative discharges, up
from 42 in November and 41 in December. The slight increase may be due to
the fact that virtually all the recommendations for such discharges initiated
during the latter part of 1970 were completed processing in January. Because the
weeding-out process pursued during 1970 has been virtually completed, a distinct
downturn in the rate of such discharges can be anticipated in the future. (See
Tab 1-5e)

J. The number of judicial and investigatory actions concerning drug abuse
increased only slightly during January 1971 (from 41 in December to 46), while
the processing of administrative discharges increased by 250% (from 12 to 30).
The rate of the former actions remained essentially the same as the three
previous months (3.8 per 1,000 versus an average of 3.5 per 1,000), indicating
relatively steady performance. The increase in the processing of drug-related
administrative discharges may be attributed to the "clearing of the docket"
(See Tab 1-5e) discussed in the paragraph above. (See Tab 1-5f)

k. There were no reported racial incidents during January 1971, a fact
reinforcing the trend established during the last half of 1970, a period of time
during which an average of just over one such incident occurred per month.
Because of intense command interest, the reduced rate experienced in this recent
period of time should carry over to the future. (See Tab 1-5g)
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1. As was the case with racial incidents above, there were no "fragging" 
incidents reported in January 1971, producing the second consecutive month during 
which no casualties resulted fro~ such incidents. The trend in both ca ... and 
casualties is downward i although the evidence of a decreasing casualty trend is 
more convincing than that of incidents. (See Tab 1-5h) 

m. Major offenses for January 1971 (enco~a.8ing those offenses criminal 
in nature) fell to 35 from December's 43 p producing an offense rate of 2.8 per 
1,000 compared to December 9 s 3.4 and 1970's average of 3.3. It is significant 
to note that there were only two violent crimes (actual and attempted murder! 
homicide, simple and aggravated assault, rape, unlawful ordnance detonation, 
communicating a threat or armed robbery) compared to five in December and thirteen 
in November. (See Tab 1-5i) 

n. The processing of vehicle/traffic offenses during January 1971 (a total 
of 122) increased more than three-fold over the average for the last three 
months of 1970 (36) and the monthly average for 1970 (102). These figures con­
vert to offense rates of 9.7/1,000 (January 1971), 2.8/l 9 000 (October - December 
1910)~ and 5.1/1,000 (1970). (See Tab l-5j) , 

o. Miscellaneous offenses (encompassing those incidents not included in 
either the major or vehicle/traffic offense categories) increased to 95 from 
December's thirteen month low of 32, but decreased from the 1970 monthly 
average of 213, converting to offense rates of 7.5/1~000 personnel for January 
1971, 2.5/1,000 for December 1970, and 10.8/1,000 for the year 1970. (See Tab 1-5k) 

p. Ground safety is the general category embracing not only the subject of 
battle versus non-battle casualties, but also incidents involving friendly 
supporting arms, individual weapons (outside a cantonment), accidental discharges, 
explosive ordnance, motor vehicle accidents, and operational/occupational 
incidents. 

(1) The battle casualty rate increased in January 1971 to 294 per million 
man-days from Decemberis 2l2~ temporarily arresting the gradual downward trend 
experienced over the previous nine months. The rate of non-battle casualties, 
on the other hand, decreased during January to 51 per million man-days from 
December's 75 and the average rate of 76 per milli()D man-days during the last 
three months of 1970. (See Tab l-6a) 

(2) An analysis of the major catego~ of non-battle casualties reveals 
the following ~ges~ 

m>E INCIDENT 

Friendly Fire 
Explosive Ordnance 
Accidental Discharges 
Motor Vehicle 

*Per l~OOO personnel 
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1. As was the case with racial incidents above, there were no "fragging"
incidents reported in January 1971, producing the second consecutive month during
which no casualties resulted from such incidents. The trend in both cases and
casualties is downward, although the evidence of a decreasing casualty trend is
more convincing than that of incidents. (See Tab 1-5h)

m. Major offenses for January 1971 (encompassing those offenses criminal
in nature) fell to 35 from December's 43, producing an offense rate of 2.8 per
1,000 compared to December's 3.4 and 1970's average of 3.3. It is significant
to note that there were only two violent crimes (actual and attempted murder/
homicide, simple and aggravated assault, rape, unlawful ordnance detonation,
communicating a threat or armed robbery) compared to five in December and thirteen
in November. (See Tab 1-5i)

n. The processing of vehicle/traffic offenses during January 1971 (a total
of 122) increased more than three-fold over the average for the last three
months of 1970 (36) and the monthly average for 1970 (102). These figures con-
vert to offense rates of 9.7/1,000 (January 1971), 2.8/1,000 (October - December
1970), and 5.1/1,000 (1970). (See Tab 1-5j)

Miscellaneous offenses (encompassing those incidents not included inO.
either the major or vehicle/traffic offense categories) increased to 95 from
December's thirteen month low of 32, but decreased from the 1970 monthly
average of 213, converting to offense rates of 7.5/1,000 personnel for January
1971, 2.5/1,000 for December 1970, and 10.8/1,000 for the year 1970. (See Tab 1-5k)

p. Ground safety is the general category embracing not only the subject of
battle versus non-battle casualties, but also incidents involving friendly
supporting arms, individual weapons (outside a cantonment), accidental discharges,
explosive ordnance, motor vehicle accidents, and operational/occupational
incidents.

(1) The battle casualty rate increased in January 1971 to 294 per million
man-days from December's 212, temporarily arresting the gradual downward trend
experienced over the previous nine months. The rate of non-battle casualties,
on the other hand, decreased during January to 51 per million man-days from
December's 75 and the average rate of 76 per million man-days during the last
three months of 1970. (See Tab 1-6a)

(2) An analysis of the major categories of non-battle casualties reveals
the following changes:

JAN 71 DEC 70 1970
RATE* RATECHANGERATE* CHANGETYPE INCIDENT

-60% -83%1.20.50.2Friendly Fire
-78%-85% 0.91.30.2Explosive Ordnance

0.4 +20%0.6 +50% 0.5Accidental Discharges
0.4 +50%0.6 +200%0.2Motor Vehicle

*Per 1,000 personnel
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q. Participation in the Savings Bond program during January 1971 decreased 
sharply from that achieved during the previous month (from 74.3% to 64.1%) 
and was well below the average for 1970 (69.8%). Participation in the Savings 
Deposit program 9 on the other hand~ decreased negligibly from the 5.1% figure 
recorded in November and December 1970 (to 5.0%), while JanuaryVs percentage 
surpassed 1970 us average by a comfortable margin (5.0% versus 4.2%). 
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q. Participation in the Savings Bond program during January 1971 decreased
sharply from that achieved during the previous month (from 74.3% to 64.1%)
and was well below the average for 1970 (69.8%). Participation in the Savings
Deposit program, on the other hand, decreased negligibly from the 5.1% figure
recorded in November and December 1970 (to 5.0%), while January's percentage
surpassed 1970's average by a comfortable margin (5.0% versus 4.2%).
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DIVISIONSTRENGTHANDFORCESTRUCTURE,CALENDAR'~S'1969/1910/1911 

Division strength at the end of 31 January 1971 was 12,623, which was 52 higher 
than the December figure and 112 higher than the Division RVN ceiling. This 
was the second month in a row in which a slight gain was recorded in preparation 
for Increment VI redeployments. 

During most of 1969, the Division strength was stabilized at the 24,000 level. 
In October of that year, a 6 9 000 strength increase was occasioned principally 
by the joining of the 26th Marines and the 1st Battalion, 13th Marines. The 
Division continued to gain in personnel until 17 November 1969~ when it reached 
the apex of its growth in South Vietnam - the strength figure stood momentarily 
at 31 9 283. 

The next major strength change» driven by the force reduction, was characterized 
by a sharp and steady decline beginning in December 1969 and continuing through 
1970. The result to date is that the Division onboard strength figure has been 
reduced by nearly 19,000 in the last twelve months. As of the end of December. 
the figur'e rested at 12 ~ 571-

The Division rorce structure during the first nine months of 1969 consisted of 
the nine organic infantry and four organic artillery battalions, plus support 
and reinforcing units. A structure change in October of that year increased 
the number of infantry battalions to twelve (with the addition of the 26th 
Marines) and the number of artillery battalions to five (1st Battalion, 13th 
Marines was added). During 1970, the Division structure was gradually reduced 
to six infantry and two artillery battalions. Concurrently, tbe headquarters, 
reconnaissance g and medical units were reduced in strength while the 1st Engineer 
Battalion remained at full strength to cope with missions peculiar to that "type" 
unit. The Division retained two reduced motor transport battalions to cope with 
the Divisionis large area of responsibility and the possibility of reduced 
helicopter support. 

Current strength projections show the Division operating just under the 1911 
total RVN ceiling. These overages will be eliminated as personnel transfers 
associated with Increment VI dep1oymen~ become effective. 
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DIVISION STRENGTH AND FORCE STRUCTURE, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

Division strength at the end of 31 January 1971 was 12,623, which was 52 higher
than the December figure and 112 higher than the Division RVN ceiling. This
was the second month in a row in which a slight gain was recorded in preparation
for Increment VI redeployments.

During most of 1969, the Division strength was stabilized at the 24,000 level.
In October of that year, a 6,000 strength increase was occasioned principally
by the joining of the 26th Marines and the 1st Battalion, 13th Marines. The
Division continued to gain in personnel until 17 November 1969, when it reached
the apex of its growth in South Vietnam - the strength figure stood momentarily
at 31,283.

The next major strength change, driven by the force reduction, was characterized
by a sharp and steady decline beginning in December 1969 and continuing through
1970. The result to date is that the Division onboard strength figure has been
reduced by nearly 19,000 in the last twelve months. As of the end of December,
the figure rested at 12,571.

The Division force structure during the first nine months of 1969 consisted of
the nine organic infantry and four organic artillery battalions, plus support
and reinforcing units. A structure change in October of that year increased
the number of infantry battalions to twelve (with the addition of the 26th
Marines) and the number of artillery battalions to five (1st Battalion, 13th
Marines was added). During 1970, the Division structure was gradually reduced
to six infantry and two artillery battalions. Concurrently, the headquarters,
reconnaissance, and medical units were reduced in strength while the 1st Engineer
Battalion remained at full strength to cope with missions peculiar to that "type"
unit. The Division retained two reduced motor transport battalions to cope with
the Division's large area of responsibility and the possibility of reduced
helicopter support.

Current strength projections show the Division operating just under the 1971
total RVN ceiling. These overages will be eliminated as personnel transfers
associated with Increment VI deployment become effective.
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(REIN), DIVISION STRENGTH AND RCE STRUCTURE,1ST MARINE DIVIS

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971
1970 STRENGTH1969 STRENGTH

1971 STRENGTH
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FIRST TERM REENLISTMENT RATE, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

The first term reenlistment r~te for January was 8.8% (6 of 68 eligible and 
recommended). This is a significant decline of seven-ninths from the previous 
month (8.8% vs 31.3%) and is attributed to the greater emphasis on reenlisting 
quality versus quantity. and redeployment of forces. We appear to be ex­
perien~ing the results of the slow down of the Vietnam conflict and the 
overall reduction of Marine Corps strength. 

The factors below were stated as reasons for personnel not reenlisting in 
the United States Marine Corps: 

Desire for further education- - 44% 

Civilian pursuits- - 22% 

Discontent with the Military - - 14% 

Slow promotion - - 10% 

Insufficient pay -- 6%. 

Other -- 4% 

Present trends would indicate a projected reenlistment rate of approximately 
22% for the month of February 1971. 
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FIRST TERM REENLISTMENT RATE, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

The first term reenlistment rate for January was 8.8% (6 of 68 eligible and
recommended). This is a significant decline of seven-ninths from the previous
month (8.8% vs 31.3%) and is attributed to the greater emphasis on reenlisting
quality versus quantity, and redeployment of forces. We appear to be ex-
periencing the results of the slow down of the Vietnam conflict and the
overall reduction of Marine Corps strength.

The factors below were stated as reasons for personnel not reenlisting in
the United States Marine Corps:

Desire for further education - - 44%

Civilian pursuits - - 22%

Discontent with the Military - - 14%

Slow promotion - - 10%

Insufficient pay -- 6%

Other -- 4%

Present trends would indicate a projected reenlistment rate of approximately
22% for the month of February 1971.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN) 1ST TERM REENLISTMENT RATES, CALENDAR YEARS

1969/1970/1971
1970 RATE1969 RATE

1971 RATE

MAR NOVJAN MAY DECAPRFEB OCTJULJUN SEPAUG75%

70%

65%

60%

55%

50%

45%

40%

35%

30%

25%

20%

15%
(8.8%)

DEC TOTALNOVOCTSEPAUGMAY JULJUNMARFEB APRJAN
969

63 5665 1.558183167176159125ELIG/REC 107137132188
36 32 8442756 11653 1316063 98 10963REENLIST

54.157.1 57.141.565.961.6 65.2 71.643.835.0 44.849.5% REENL 47.7

76036 34 324886 83978957EL/REO 88170 6545
30110 1026 141832 1930 48REENLIST 24 4129

39.631.327.839.733.030.2% REENL 41.155.0 21.772.033.046.153.3
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Congressional/Special Interest Correspondence received during January 1971 
totalled 57 pieces converting to a rate of 4.5 pieces per 1,000 personnel. 
Both the number of pieces and the rate continue a downward trend established 
during the last quarter of 1970. During the month a total of 57 inquirtes 
were received registering 76 complaints. B,y comparison, in December 1970~ 
71 inquiries were received. The January complaints are categorized as follows: 

Welfare Reports 

Confinement/Discipline 

Medical 

Hardship/Humanitarian Transfers 
, 

Basic Allowance for Quarters/Separation of Dependents 

MOS Changes/Reassignments 

Clothing/Equipment/Personal Effects 

Administrative Discharges 

Marriage to Alien 

Emergency leave 

Pay 

Harassment/Maltreatment 

Prejudice 

Miscellaneous 

(continued on preceding page) 
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CONGRESSIONAL/SPECIAL INTEREST CORRESPONDENCE
CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

Congressional/Special Interest Correspondence received during January 1971
totalled 57 pieces converting to a rate of 4.5 pieces per 1,000 personnel.
Both the number of pieces and the rate continue a downward trend established
during the last quarter of 1970. During the month a total of 57 inquiries
were received registering 76 complaints. By comparison, in December 1970,
71 inquiries were received. The January complaints are categorized as follows:

8Welfare Reports

Confinement/Discipline 12

Medical 5.

Hardship/Humanitarian Transfers 2

Basic Allowance for Quarters/Separation of Dependents 12

MOS Changes/Reassignments 8

Clothing/Equipment/Personal Effects 3

Administrative Discharges 1

Marriage to Alien 3

Emergency leave 1

Pay 3

Harassment/Maltreatment 3

4Prejudice

Miscellaneous 11

TOTAL 76

(continued on preceding page) 31 Jan 1971
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The nature of many complaints received in January 1971 related to the period 4It 
of October and November 1970. During this time the monsoon rains were 
exceptionally heavy causing flooding of many lowlands and making access roads 
to some units inaccessible. In addition some units were even inaccessible 
by air due to extremely low visibility in high mountainous areas. These 
weather factors greatly hampered the r •• upplyin& operations of units located 
in isolated areas. In the case of on.~iti resupply of food was impossible 
for a period of two days. Illnesses and injuries became more prevalent. 
Treatment and medical aerial evacuation of the sick was often delayed. In 
general,everyday combat living conditions were poorer than normal. 

The conditions described caused men to complain more and become more tense 
and resentfUl. As a result they initiated more correspondence of complaint 
to their Congressional Representatives than is normally received during any 
single month. 

Therefore, this upsurge is not interpreted as a trend. Rather a reduction 
of Congressional Interest correspondence is predicted in the forthcoming 
months in view of reduced operational activity and anticipation of redeploy­
ment. 
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The nature of many complaints received in January 1971 related to the period
of October and November 1970. During this time the monsoon rains were
exceptionally heavy causing flooding of many lowlands and making access roads
to some units inaccessible. In addition some units were even inaccessible
by air due to extremely low visibility in high mountainous areas. These
weather factors greatly hampered the resupplying operations of units located
in isolated areas. In the case of one unit, resupply of food was impossible
for a period of two days. Illnesses and injuries became more prevalent.
Treatment and medical aerial evacuation of the sick was often delayed. In
general, everyday combat living conditions were poorer than normal.

The conditions described caused men to complain more and become more tense
and resentful. As a result they initiated more correspondence of complaint
to their Congressional Representatives than is normally received during any
single month.

Therefore, this upsurge is not interpreted as a trend. Rather a reduction
of Congressional Interest correspondence is predicted in the forthcoming
months in view of reduced operational activity and anticipation of redeploy-
ment.
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/SPECIAL INFEREST(REIN), CUMULATIVE CONGRESSIO1ST MARINE DIVIS

CORRESPONDENCE CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971
1970 PIECES1969 PIECES

1971 PIECES

MAR NOVMAY JUNJAN JUL AUGAPR OCTSEP DECFEB
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DECORATIONSANDPURPLEHEARTMEDALSi 'C~AR'YEARS'1969/1970/197l 

The number of decorations~ (excluding Purple Heart Medals) processed by the 
Division Awards Board during January 1971 totalled 418~ an increase of 66 
over the December 1970 total. The increase can be attribu~ed to a slight 
expansion of combat activities and more extensive use of the 10-month early 
awards submission program. The effect of this increase is reflected in the 
following rates: 

RATES (AWARDS PER 1,000 PERSONNEL) 

December 1970 January 1971 

One hundred and twenty seven Purple Heart Medals were awarded during January 
1971 (one more than in December 1970). This is statistically equal to the 
rate at which Purple Heart Medals have ~en a~arded in the past several months 9 

exemplified by the average of lO.O/liOOO personnel during both December 1970 
and January 1971. 

~~Hrt7':Ueda1.s are expected to continue being awarded at the rate of 
approximatei.y':A\U.O' per l~OOO personnel, with a tendency to decrease as combat 
operations are lessened. The number of American Awards processed by the 
Division Awards Board~ however 9 should increase greatly as units submit recom­
mendations in anticipation of forthcoming troQp withdrawals. On the basis of 
previous deploymentsj a minimal average of 800 recommendations per month can 
be tn:"t1j*~. However 9 because of increased connnand attentioo ~nd the"'Sreee-er,; 
number of troops involved, the actual average should be well in excelS of 
900 recommen~tions per month during the forthcoming months. 
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DECORATIONS AND PURPLE HEART MEDALS, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

The number of decorations, (excluding Purple Heart Medals) processed by the
Division Awards Board during January 1971 totalled 418, an increase of 66
over the December 1970 total. The increase can be attributed to a slight
expansion of combat activities and more extensive use of the 10-month early
awards submission program. The effect of this increase is reflected in the
following rates:

RATES (AWARDS PER 1,000 PERSONNEL)

December 1970 January 1971

€7.4 33.1

One hundred and twenty seven Purple Heart Medals were awarded during January
1971 (one more than in December 1970). This is statistically equal to the
rate at which Purple Heart Medals have been awarded in the past several months,
exemplified by the average of 10.0/1,000 personnel during both December 1970
and January 1971.

Purple Heart Medals are expected to continue being awarded at the rate of
approximately $0.0 per 1,000 personnel, with a tendency to decrease as combat
operations are lessened. The number of American Awards processed by the
Division Awards Board, however, should increase greatly as units submit recom-
mendations in anticipation of forthcoming troop withdrawals. On the basis of
previous deployments, a minimal average of 800 recommendations per month can
be projected. However, because of increased command attention and the greater.
number of troops involved, the actual average should be well in excess of
900 recommendations per month during the forthcoming months.
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(HEROIC AND MERITORIOUS)(REIN) RATIO OF U. S. DECORAS IS1ST MARINE DIVIS

PROCESSED TO PURPLE HEART MEDALS AWARDED, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971
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LAW AND DISCIPLINE 

The beginning of calendar year 1971 has shown a marked increase in judicial 
and disciplinary proceedings. For example 9 trials for crimes of violence 
increased from December 1970 rate of 1.0 per 19OOO personnel to a January 1971 
rate of 1.5 per 1,000. 

The rise in courts-martial relating to crimes of violence does not necessarily 
mean that such crimes have increased in number~ but rather that they are being 
investigated and prosecuted with more thoroughness. 

An adjunct to violent crimes was the mounting brig population experienced early 
in 1970. Late summer 1970 saw downward trends in the brig population to where 
the January 1971 rate of 3.9 per l~OOO is s'19% decrease from the December 1970 
figl.i.re of 4.8 per 19000. The policy of transferring priefoners sentenced to more 
than 60 ~ays confinement to Camp Pendleton has substantially reduced the 
confinee strength. 
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LAW AND DISCIPLINE

The beginning of calendar year 1971 has shown a marked increase in judicial
and disciplinary proceedings. For example, trials for crimes of violence
increased from December 1970 rate of 1.0 per 1,000 personnel to a January 1971
rate of 1.5 per 1,000.

The rise in courts-martial relating to crimes of violence does not necessarily
mean that such crimes have increased in number, but rather that they are being
investigated and prosecuted with more thoroughness.

An adjunct to violent crimes was the mounting brig population experienced early
in 1970. Late summer 1970 saw downward trends in the brig population to where
the January 1971 rate of 3.9 per 1,000 is a 19% decrease from the December 1970
figure of 4.8 per 1,000. The policy of transferring prisoners sentenced to more
than 60 days confinement to Camp Pendleton has substantially reduced the
confinee strength.
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TRIALS INVOLVING 'CRIMES 'OF'ytQLENCEg 'CALENDAR'YEARS'1969/l9JO/197l 

The ratio of crimes of violence to Division strength increased from a December 
rate of 1 0 0 per 1,000 to a January 1971 rate of 1.5 per 1,000 •. O;aw factor 
contributing to the greater trial rate is the increased effectiveness in the 
investigation of suc~ crimes, in addition to expedition of the case load 
involving personnel redeploying with Keystone Robin (Charlie) Increment VI. 

A consistant ratio between crimes of violence and total strength of the Division 
is not demonstrable. This is because the number of trials in any given month 
is no indication of the amount of violence in the Division. There are occasions ~ 
where a serious crime takes a considerable length of time to investigate. The 
case finally comes to trial two to three months and sometimes longer after the 
incident occurred. Thus the total for the month may balloon to what appears to 
be an abnormally high total. 

A review of the trend illustrated in August through December 1970 makes it 
appear that .08% of Division strength will be a useful predictive constant 
factor for February and March. 
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TRIALS INVOLVING CRIMES OF VIOLENCE, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

The ratio of crimes of violence to Division strength increased from a December
rate of 1.0 per 1,000 to a January 1971 rate of 1.5 per 1,000. One factor
contributing to the greater trial rate is the increased effectiveness in the
investigation of such crimes, in addition to expedition of the case load
involving personnel redeploying with Keystone Robin (Charlie) Increment VI.

A consistant ratio between crimes of violence and total strength of the Division
is not demonstrable. This is because the number of trials in any given month
is no indication of the amount of violence in the Division. There are occasions
where a serious crime takes a considerable length of time to investigate. The
case finally comes to trial two to three months and sometimes longer after the
incident occurred. Thus the total for the month may balloon to what appears to
be an abnormally high total.

A review of the trend illustrated in August through December 1970 makes it
appear that .08% of Division strength will be a useful predictive constant
factor for February and March.
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COMMAND TRIED FOR(REIN), PERCENTAGE OF MEMBERS1ST MARINE DIVIS

CRIMES OF VIOLENCE, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

1970 PERCENTAGE1969 PERCENTAGE
1971 PERCENTAGE
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UNAUTHORIZED ABSENCE 'REPORT. 'CALENDAR 'YEARS '1969/1970/19'71 

The 28 unauthorized absences in January 1971, while not the highest number since~ 
July 1969~ represents the highest per thousand rate. The rate over the past 
three months has demonstrated a steadily increasing trend (increased 0.3 per 
1~000 in November, 0.4 per l~OOO in December, and 0.5 per IjOOO in January)~ 
and if it continues, a February rate of 2.8 per 1,000 personnel will ensue. 
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UNAUTHORIZED ABSENCE REPORT: CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

The 28 unauthorized absences in January 1971, while not the highest number since
July 1969, represents the highest per thousand rate. The rate over the past
three months has demonstrated a steadily increasing trend (increased 0.3 per
1,000 in November, 0.4 per 1,000 in December, and 0.5 per 1,000 in January),
and if it continues, a February rate of 2.8 per 1,000 personnel will ensue.
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(REIN) UNAUTHORIZED ABSENCE I ORT, CALENDAR YEARS1ST MARINE DIVIS

1969/1970/1971
1970 ABSENCES969 ASSENCES

1971 ABSENCES
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.10.20 .10.08 .13.06S CND .16.07 .09.11.09 .17 .11

1971

(ABSENCES 28)28
22)CMD .22

31 JAN 71TOTAL SHOWN IS FOR THE LAST SIX MONTES OF 1969.

G-1-5b
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFINED MARINES. CALENDAR 'YEARS 1969/1910/1971 

The graph reflects a confined ratio for the month of January 1971 of 3.9 per 
l.OOO which is a 19% decrease from the December 1910 figures of 4.8 per 1,000. 

Persons suspected of crimes of violence are, in most cases~ placed in pretrial 
confinement since they are considered to present a threat to personnel. Also. 
convicted offenders of crimes of violence, for the most parts receive confinement 
as part of their sentence and seldom have the confinement portion of the sentence 
suspended by the convening authority. 

The aPP+lcation of a liberal administrative separation policy~ by ridding the 
Division of ~ential offenders~ is alleviating the brig population problem 9 

although it is impossible to establish a direct correlation. 

The decrease in the total number of Division personnel confined at the United 
States Army Vietnam Installation Stockade (USARVIS), is the result of the 
implementation of the policy whereby Marines receiving more than 60 days 
confinement at hard labor are transferred to the Correctional Center, Camp 
Pendleton, upon sentencing or as soon after trial as possible. The rate of 
confinement (confinees/div strength) Should steadily decrease with the decrease 
in Division strength. 

A review of the trend for September through January 1971 makes it appear that 
.40 - .45 percent of Division strength will be a useful predictive constant 
for February and March. 
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CONFINED MARINES, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

The graph reflects a confined ratio for the month of January 1971 of 3.9 per
1,000 which is a 19% decrease from the December 1970 figures of 4.8 per 1,000.

Persons suspected of crimes of violence are, in most cases, placed in pretrial
confinement since they are considered to present a threat to personnel. Also,
convicted offenders of crimes of violence, for the most part, receive confinement
as part of their sentence and seldom have the confinement portion of the sentence

suspended by the convening authority.

The application of a liberal administrative separation policy, by ridding the
Division of potential offenders, is alleviating the brig population problem,
although it is impossible to establish a direct correlation.

The decrease in the total number of Division personnel confined at the United

States Army Vietnam Installation Stockade (USARVIS), is the result of the

implementation of the policy whereby Marines receiving more than 60 days
confinement at hard labor are transferred to the Correctional Center, Camp
Pendleton, upon sentencing or as soon after trial as possible. The rate of
confinement (confinees/div strength) should steadily decrease with the decrease
in Division strength.

A review of the trend for September through January 1971 makes it appear that
40 - .45 percent of Division strength will be a useful predictive constant
for February and March.
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1ST MARINE DIVI N (REIN). COMFIED MARINES (PM EXTAGE OF DIVISION

STRENGTH). CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971
1970 PERCENTAGE1969 PERCENTAGE

1971 PERCENTAGE

FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DECJAN0.96
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BAD CONDUCT AND DISHONORABLE DISCHARGES, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

The number of punitive discharges for the month of Janu&17 19'71 remained the 
same as the number for the month of December. The figure remains at eight for 
a monthly average of 0.6/1:1000 for the two months. This figure is higher than e 
reported prior to December and is due to the greater number of general and 
special courts-martial held during December and January. 

The trend should remain the same or slightly increasing during the months 
of February-March 1971 due to the expected case load involving personnel 
redeploying with Keystone Robin (Charlie) Increment VI, 
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BAD CONDUCT AND DISHONORABLE DISCHARGES, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

The number of punitive discharges for the month of January 1971 remained the
same as the number for the month of December. The figure remains at eight for
a monthly average of 0.6/1,000 for the two months. This figure is higher than
reported prior to December and is due to the greater number of general and
special courts-martial held during December and January.

The trend should remain the same or slightly increasing during the months
of February-March 1971 due to the expected case load involving personnel
redeploying with Keystone Robin (Charlie) Increment VI.
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1ST MARINE DIVI ON (REIN), BAD CONDUCT AND DISH RABLE DISCHARGES,

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971
1970 DISCHARGES1969 DISCHARGES

1971 DISCHARGES

JAN MARFEB MAYAPR JUN AUG SEPJUL OCT NOV DEC
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ADMINISTRATIVE'DISCHARGESg 'CALENDAR'YEARS'19691191~/1971 

During January 19719 there were 48 administrative s,epe.rations within the CGmmand 
compa.red to 41 in December. Thl.s represents a rate of 3.7/1 9 000 for January~ 
which is an increase of 12% from December. An explanation for the increase 
lies in the fact that almost all of the remaining recommendations for admin- ... 
istrative s~ation generated during the latter part of 1970 were completed .., 
during January. Only eight of these cases are still pending. 

It is believed the weeding-out pl'oeess has been virtually completed a.s the 
Commandant of the Marine Corps expressed a desire to have all possible cases 
subllitted for consideration by 31 December 1970. Any new cases received would 
presumably be related to newly joined Marines with old disciplinary histories 
from previous Commands or incidents of recent origin. Therefore a distinct 
downward trend is predicted during, the forthcoming months. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE DISCHARGES, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

During January 1971, there were 48 administrative separations within the Command
compared to 41 in December. This represents a rate of 3.7/1,000 for January
which is an increase of 12% from December. An explanation for the increase
lies in the fact that almost all of the remaining recommendations for admin-
istrative separation generated during the latter part of 1970 were completed
during January. Only eight of these cases are still pending.

It is believed the weeding-out process has been virtually completed as the
Commandant of the Marine Corps expressed a desire to have all possible cases
submitted for consideration by 31 December 1970. Any new cases received would
presumably be related to newly joined Marines with old disciplinary histories
from previous Commands or incidents of recent origin. Therefore a distinct
downward trend is predicted during the forthcoming months.
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1ST MARINE DIVI ON : (REIN) ADMINISTRATIVE DISC GES PROCESSED

CÁLENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971
1969 DISCHARGES 1970 DISCHARGES

1971 DISCHARGES

MARJAN FEB APR MAY JUN JUL AUG NOVOCTSEP DEC180

165

150

135

120

105

90

75

60

45

30

15

0

TOTALFEB MAR AUG - SEPMAYJAN DECJUN OCTAPR NOVJUL
1969

DURI CALEPROCESSED YEAR 1969NO DARC of G ----
906 is6 1 15 89 4778UD 4

(I) [SUIT 5 4 3121 1 14 31 32
1211612TOTAL 8 125 177 9 7118 9

, .04% CND 02.0360'04 0203 .04 .05605 07,05 003
1970

65 6332C of G 28 69 2223 93291 37219
35 312457 28283710UD 18 41 20 34112

420 2UNSUIT 6 4 41413 965 11 211
51 4254TOTAL 61 64120 14025 78 11518 80941

0211.09 .28 6.65.55 .35CH 1032.55 .33:428330.06 033
971

4)C of G 4
43)UD 43
17UNSUIT 1

48)TOTAL 48
% CMD (37).37
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ADMINISTRATI. TO DRUG ABUSE CALENDAR YEARS 

Administrative and judicial actions relatine to drug abuse continued to increase 
during January 1911. The 3,6 per liOOO investigatory and Judicial actions 
taken during January 1971 represents an inc:rease of only 9% above the 3.3 per 
1,000 similar actions taken the previous month. The 2.4 per l~OOO administrative 
discharges for January 19'71 was an increase of 140% over the 1.0 per l~OOO 
administrati ve discharges for December 1970. e 
The decrease in the number cf courts-martial~ despite the growing number of 
cases, is due to the significant increase in the use of administrative dischar-
ges for processing drug o!"fenses. During 1970~ there were more than 16 times 
as many administrative discharges as there were in 1969 ~211 VB 13). 

Several new programs and ln6tructional techniques were started during January 1971 ~ 

, a. A revised drug abuse lecture by a new lecturer was prepared. The group 
size of lectUres will be limited to 25 persons. 

b. A Drug Informa.tion Wotkshop Training Period is scheduled for 9 February 
1971, for 6.11 available medical officers and chaplains. The purpose is to train 
those in attendance ~o ~onduct workshops in their res~ective units. 

c. A Drug Information Conta.::t Team will conduct seminars for gr,Jups of 
ten Junior officers ,Jr Staff NCO 'I s thr"oughout the Division TAGR. 

d. A Unit Drug Information Library is being established at units down to 
company/battery leveL The purpose of t.hese libr·aries is to make available 
factual source documents as reference materials. 

31 JAN 71 
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ADMINISTRATIVE AND JUDICIAL ACTION RELATING TO DRUG ABUSE, CALENDAR YEARS
1969/1970/1971

Administrative and judicial actions relatine to drug abuse continued to increase
during January 1971. The 3.6 per 1,000 investigatory and judicial actions
taken during January 1971 represents an increase of only 9% above the 3.3 per
1,000 similar actions taken the previous month. The 2.4 per 1,000 administrative
discharges for January 1971 was an increase of 140% over the 1.0 per 1,000
administrative discharges for December 1970.

The decrease in the number of courts-martial, despite the growing number of
cases, is due to the significant increase in the use of administrative dischar-
ges for processing drug offenses, During 1970, there were more than 16 times
as many administrative discharges as there were in 1969 (211 vs 13).

Several new programs and instructional techniques were started during January 1971:

a. A revised drug abuse lecture by a new lecturer was prepared. The group
size of lectures will be limited to 25 persons.

b. A Drug Information Workshop Training Period is scheduled for 9 February
1971, for all available medical officers and chaplains. The purpose is to train
those in attendance to conduct workshops in their respective units.

C. A Drug Information Contact Team will conduct seminars for groups of
ten junior officers or Staff NCO's throughout the Division TAOR.

d. A Unit Drug Information Library is being established at units down to
company/battery level. The purpose of these libraries is to make available
factual source documents as reference materials.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION : (REIN), ADMINISTRATIVE AND JU CIAL ACTIONS CONCERNING

DRUG ABUSE, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971
1970 ACTIONS969 ACTIONS

1971 ACTIONS

DECNOVOCTSEPAUGJULMAYMAR JUNAPRFEBJAN
96

83

80

70

64

56

48

40

32

24

16

@

0

TOTALOCT DECNOVSEPAUGJULJUNMAYAPRMARFEBJAN
969

4330 8 413 1824NJP 2 7
2042626259835 121617620 4INVESTIG
1572119155111517912COURTS 11814
130 23 of122100ADMIN DIS 0 1

41754 5314 443057 233432192136TOTAL
1970

56 522318453 13NJP 72
40 35.3442 426452632INVESTIG 3833 442631

6 , 5 14218 1.718 111218COURTS 121321
1020 1936 18 21112232316ADMIN DIS 2010 4

6691 53 831537778 758072685064TOTAL

1971
( 8)NJP 8

36)INVESTO 36
2COURTS 2
30)ADMIN DI 30

( 76)76TOTAL
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CQNFIDENTIAL 

RACIAL INCIDENTS s CALENDAR YEARS 1970/19'71 

A racial incident is a disagreement~ disobedience andior violence perpetrated 
between individuals or groups with ethnic ,difference as a cause. 

During January 
August 1970 is 
no inci dent s • 
during January 

1971~ there were no reported incidents within the Division. 
the only other month in the past thirteen in which there were 
It is significant to note that eight incidents were recorded 
1970. This was the highest rate during 1970. 

The impending standtown of certain Division units will present increased 
opportunity for individuals to attempt to influence others~ or to. be influenced 
concerning real or imagined racial issues. 

The apparent continued success can~ in some part9 be attributed to the intensive 
interest in this matter on all levels of command. 

• 
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RACIAL INCIDENTS, CALENDAR YEARS 1970/1971

A racial incident is a disagreement, disobedience and/or violence perpetrated
between individuals or groups with ethnic difference as a cause.

During January 1971, there were no reported incidents within the Division.
August 1970 is the only other month in the past thirteen in which there were
no incidents. It is significant to note that eight incidents were recorded
during January 1970. This was the highest rate during 1970.

The impending standdown of certain Division units will present increased
opportunity for individuals to attempt to influence others, or to be influenced
concerning real or imagined racial issues.

The apparent continued success can, in some part, be attributed to the intensive
interest in this matter on all levels of command.

31 JAN 71

CONFIDENTIAL

Q-1 5 g
DECLASSIFIED



l 
I 
t 
1 

44 

2 

2 

'~970 
IlICIDEft 

11971 
1 U\; !.l)l!ilfJ.' 

I-

DECLASSIFIED 

CCIIlFlDmu.L 
1ST HAIIl'fI'DIVIA· (UIN), RACIAL IIOIDlJ'lSp 0.\1.11 YEAR 1970/1971 

fitCXbDdl 
INCIDENCE = = = = = 

...... ...... --
JAN rEa MAll APR. 11ft 

8 5 5 2 :5 

0 

, 9',0 COiULAfltl lICIDDCi 
1971 CUMULATIVE INCIDENCE ===== 

'" ./ 

JUN 

6 

" .... ..... 

JUt 

2 

--
AUG - SIP 

0 ~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

OCT 

1 

J«lY .~. 

.3 .1 

31 JAN 71 
OOD'mBftUL 

TOTAL 

37 

~O) 

, . 

DECLASSIFIED

COMPIDENTIAL

1ST MARINE DIVIS N (REIN) RACIAL INCIDENTS, CALL...AAR YEAR 1970/1971

CUMULATIVE INCIDENCE1970INCIDENCE
CUMULATIVE INCIDENCE1971INCIDENCE

NOV DECOCTSEPAUGMAR JULJUNMAYAPRJAN FEB
48

44

40

36

32

28

24
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16
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8

4

o

TOTALAUG - SEP DECNOVOCTJULJUNMAYAPRMARFEBJAN
1970

37306 112 1325INCIDENT S 58

1971
(0)OINCIDENTS
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CONFIDENTIAL 

., .. FRAGGING INCIDPITS, CALENDAR YEARS 1970/l2~1 .~ .. v. ". 

. . , 

During January 1971 (and to' date in February), no incidents of felonious 
"fragging" have occurred.. January was the first month in the thirteen recorded 
in which none occurred and the second consecutive month during which no casualties 
were recorded. 

A fragging is defined as a deliberate, covert assault, by throwing or setting off 
a grenade or other explosive device, or the preparation and emplacement of 
such a device as a booby &rap, with the intention of harming or intimidating 
another. Durinl 1970, such incidents occurred at a rate of 3.9 per month with a 
relatively wide variation (assuming a normal distrLbution, a standard deviation 
of 1.6 obtained), Similarly, casualties from fragging incidents occurred at a 
rate of 3.2 per month with an even wider variation (a standard deviation of 2.6). 
In absolute terms, the number of incidents per month ranged from two in July and 
December to seven in February 1970, and casualties from none in December to eight 
in April. Although 26 of these acts were committed in tpe first half of the year 
and 21 in the last half, conversion to rates per 1,000 (Division strength) show 
that the rates for the two halves of the year were· virtually equal (at approximately 
0.2 per 1,000). However, only 14 casualties resulted from such acts during the 
last half ~f the year (versus 28 in the first ~alf), converting to a rate of 
0.15 per 1,1000 ,versUs' 0.20 per 1,.000). Five"'6f the 47 incidents involved the 
use of CS (riot gas) grenades, including four in the last two months of the year. 

Of the 47 incidents in 1970, 22 were .olved from which 37 suspects/offenders were 
identified through investigation. Hotever, markedly better results were obta1ned~ 
as the year progressed. During the first half of the year, 10 acts of the 26 acts 
were solved (38%). During the foll~DS three month period, 5 of 10 were solved 
(50%), while during the last three months of the year, 7 of 11 were solved (64%). 
Much of this progress may be attri~.to the implementation of Force Order 3120.4 
(setting forth the provisions of "%1 Ition Freeze", the swift isolation of a 
unit in which an act of violence has occurred, and the immediate and thoroUgh 
investigation of the act), Division Bulletin 5830, and Division Order 583d.1. 
Division Order 5830.2 of 19 December 1970 has further aided in the solution of 
such crimes, in that it provides for the protection of informants. The effect 
of this order in one particular case was that four persons thus protected gave 
information resulting in the conviction of four of the five suspects (the fifth 
having already received a Bad Conduct Discharge for other reasons). In another 
case happening on 6 December 1970, the force of all the directives above prov~ded 
for the solution of a fragging (thrOUgh informants and the subsequent confes~ton 
of the two offenders) in a single day. ',"";~ ~ 

.I\{, 

In genera.l~ of the 47 incidents during 1970, 29 (or 62%) occurred in relatively 
secure areas (cantonements in or near the Danang/Divlsion Cp area), While the 
remaining 18 (or 38') occurred in forward areas (Combat Bases, Fire Support Ba.ses~ 
Infantry Battalion CPs). They happened primarily in living areas or in the vicinity 
of Ciubs. The 37 identified "suspeciis16ffendens·r.eee1ved 6 General. COurts-
Mart:ial. 15 Spi!c1a.l :Co(ns-Martial, 1 Non-Juaici8.J.PJ.mhhment and 5 Admint'stra-
t1ve Discharges" ~e' rema1ning cha.J;'ges were. dripped' :primarl1ybecau-se of . 
insufficient evidence. 

(continued on precedin~ page) 
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FRAGGING INCIDENTS, CALENDAR YEARS 1970/1971

During January 1971 (and to date in February), no incidents of felonious

"fragging" have occurred. January was the first month in the thirteen recorded
in which none occurred and the second consecutive month during which no casualties
were recorded.

A fragging is defined as a deliberate, covert assault, by throwing or setting off
a grenade or other explosive device, or the preparation and emplacement of
such a device as a booby trap, with the intention of harming or intimidating
another. During 1970, such incidents occurred at a rate of 3.9 per month with a

relatively wide variation (assuming a normal distribution, a standard deviation
of 1.6 obtained). Similarly, casualties from fragging incidents occurred at a
rate of 3.2 per month with an even wider variation (a standard deviation of 2.6).

In absolute terms, the number of incidents per month ranged from two in July and
December to seven in February 1970, and casualties from none in December to eight
in April. Although 26 of these acts were committed in the first half of the year
and 21 in the last half, conversion to rates per 1,000 (Division strength) show
that the rates for the two halves of the year were virtually equal (at approximately
0.2 per 1,000). However, only 14 casualties resulted from such acts during the
last half of the year (versus 28 in the first half), converting to a rate of
0.15 per 1,000 (versus 0.20 per 1,000). Five of the 47 incidents involved the
use of CS (riot gas) grenades, including four in the last two months of the year.

Of the 47 incidents in 1970, 22 were solved from which 37 suspects/offenders were
identified through investigation. However, markedly better results were obtained
as the year progressed. During the first half of the year, 10 acts of the 26 acts
were solved (38%). During the following three month period, 5 of 10 were solved
(50%), while during the last three months of the year, 7 of 11 were solved (64%).

may be attrib to the implementation of Force Order 3120.4thisMuch of progress
ion Freeze", the swift isolation of a(setting forth the provisions of

unit in which an act of violence has occurred, and the immediate and thorough
investigation of the act), Division Bulletin 5830, and Division Order 5830.1.
Division Order 5830.2 of 19 December 1970 has further aided in the solution of
such crimes, in that it provides for the protection of informants. The effect
of this order in one particular case was that four persons thus protected gave
information resulting in the conviction of four of the five suspects (the fifth
having already received a Bad Conduct Discharge for other reasons). In another
case happening on 6 December 1970, the force of all the directives above provided
for the solution of a fragging (through informants and the subsequent confession
of the two offenders) in a single day.

In general, of the 47 incidents during 1970, 29 (or 62%) occurred in relatively
secure areas (cantonements in or near the Danang/Division CP area), while the

remaining 18 (or 38%) occurred in forward areas (Combat Bases, Fire Support Bases,

Infantry Battalion CPs). They happened primarily in living areas or in the vicinity
of Clubs. The 37 identified suspects/offenders received 6 General Courts-
Martial, 15 Special Courts-Martial, 1 Non-Judicial Punishment and 5 Administra-
tive Discharges. The remaining charges were dropped primarily because of
insufficient evidence.
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Following is a list~ b.Y rank, of offenders~ casualties and known intended Victims4lt 

RANK 

Maj •• 
Capt. 
IstLt. 

OFFENDERS 

o 0 0 0 au ~ 

2dLt ••••• 
cwo-4 •• 
CWO-2. 

CASUALTY 
'" 

• 0 0 • 0 • 

iii e 1 ~ 
o 0 5~ 0 0 

(I lOG 

INTENDED 

• 1 
• 1 

. • 1 

• 0 
1. • QCIIOOOO 

o 10 • o 0 0 • • 0 

SgtMaj /MGySgt • • 
GySgt •• 

" 00 " g " 0 0 • • 1 
" 0 0 G GO" 0 " .. 30 0 · 3 

SSgt • o Ou 0 (I c) .:. 0 " iii 60 • o 0 0 0 · 4 

•• " " • G 4, Sgt •• 
Cpl •• 
LCpl •• 
Pfc •• 
Pvt. 

" 40 • 
o 0140 • " 

iii " 110 " 90 " 
• " • " 0 60 " " (I (I (I 

*one killed 

• 5tt • • 4 
" 4~ • 0 ••• 0 1 

. .11. • • 0 

... 0 40 0 • Q 0 
• • O. • 0 

Both incidents and casualties resulting therefrom should continue at the present 
low level because of three factors: 

1. The emphatic implementation of the directives discussed above (and that 4It 
knowledge by potetial assailants), 

2. The continued reduction in Division strength~ and 

3. The knowledge (based on past experience) that few j if any, such incidents 
will occur in the units standing down. 
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Following is a list, by rank, of offenders, casualties and known intended victims

INTENDEDCASUALTYOFFENDERSRANK

1O.O.Maj
11:O.Capt
15.O.1stLt
01.O.2dLt
01.CWO-4 0.
01.O.CWO-2.

10.0.SgtMaj/MGySgt
33.0.GySgt.
46.0.SSgt

5th4. 4Sgt
4. 14.Cpl

04 11.LCpl
4, 09.Pfc.

06. 0.Pvt

*one killed

Both incidents and casualties resulting therefrom should continue at the present
low level because of three factors:

1. The emphatic implementation of the directives discussed above (and that

knowledge by potetial assailants),

2. The continued reduction in Division strength, and

3. The knowledge (based on past experience) that few, if any, such incidents

will occur in the units standing down.
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1ST HAIID 'DIVISION' (UDO, FBAGGIR; l!lCIDIDS. C4!.ElIDAR YEARS 1 crzoJ1971 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN). FRAGGING INCIDENTS. CALENDAR YEARS 1970/1971

INCIDENTS CASUALTIES1970
INCIDENTS CASUALTIES1971

OCTMAR JUL NOVMAY JUN DECAPR AUG SEPFEBJAN48

44

40

36

32

28

24

20

16

12

8

4

o

DECSEP NOVOCTAUGJUL TOTALJUNMAYAPRMARFEB
-

JAN
1970

6INCIDENTS 63 33 3 2 3 57 4 2 47
0 000 0 0o 00 1 1KINGED 00

01313 412 78 147WOUNDED 4
07 4 4213 28 1TOTAL CAP 17 44

.00.03.01.01.01 .04 .01.04 .02.01.02.03% CMD CAP 01
1971

0INCIDENT'S
OKILLED
OWOUNDED

TOTAL CAB 0
.00% CMD CAP
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MAJOR OFFENSES, CALENDAR YEARS 1970/1971 

In January 1971, the Division Military Police Section processed 
35 major offenses (i.e., felonies) committed by Division personnel 
for an offense rate of 2.8 per 1,000 personnel~ both of which 
represented decreases from a total of 43 offenses and an offense 
rate of 3.4 per 1,000 in December 1970. In addition, January's 
figures compare quite favorably with the moatbly averages for 
1970, just over 65 offenses per month and an offense rate of 3.3 
per 1,000. 

Of particular note is the sharp decrease in or.imes of violence 
(actual and attempted murder/homioide J assault and aggravated 
assaul t, rape, unlawful ordnan.ce detonation, communicating a _ 
threat. and armed robbery). This particular group of offel1ses h.., 
shown decreases fqr three consecutive months, falling from '13 in 
November to five in December and finally to only two such of',fenses 
in January 1971. If the trend continues, there will be no such 
crimes processed in February. 

Marijuana violations remained steady in Deoember and January 
(17 for both months), producing a continuation of the trend toward 
gradually decreasing occurrence of this type of offense. One 
hundred ten violations were processed in the 1st quarter of 1970 
(for a monthly average of 37), 100 in the 2d quarter (a 33 average), 
86 in the 3d quarter (29 per month) and 60 in the last quarter of 
1970 (20 per month). However, the. rate per 1,000 has ~ema1ned 
virtually steady throughout the last 13 months,averag1nc. 1.5 cases/ 
1,000 per month with very little var:1.~tion (January's rate was 
1.4/1,000). . . 
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MAJOR OFFENSES, CALENDAR YEARS 1970/1971

In January 1971, the Division Military Police Section processed
35 major offenses (1.e., felonies) committed by Division personnel
for an offense rate of 2.8 per 1,000 personnel, both of which
represented decreases from a total of 43 offenses and an offense
rate of 3.4 per 1,000 in December 1970. In addition, January's
figures compare quite favorably with the monthly averages for
1970, just over 65 offenses per month and an offense rate of 3.3
per 1,000.

Of particular note is the sharp decrease in crimes of violence
(actual and attempted murder/homicide, assault and aggravated
assault, rape, unlawful ordnance detonation, communicating a
threat, and armed robbery). This particular group of offenses ha
shown decreases for three consecutive months, falling from 13 in
November to five in December and finally to only two such offenses
in January 1971. If the trend continues, there will be no such
crimes processed in February.

Marijuana violations remained steady in December and January
(17 for both months), producing a continuation of the trend toward
gradually decreasing occurrence of this type of offense. One
hundred ten violations were processed in the 1st quarter of 1970
(for a monthly average of 37), 100 in the 2d quarter (a 33 average),
86 in the 3d quarter (29 per month) and 60 in the last quarter of
1970 (20 per month). However, the rate per 1,000 has remained
virtually steady throughout the last 13 months, averaging 1.5 cases/
1,000 per month with very little variation (January's rate was
1.4/1,000)
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1 ST WINE DIVISION. MAJOR om.S. Cii''PAll JWS 197011971 

JAN I FEBI MAR APIlI MAY JUHI JULI AUGISEPLOC~ 10'l1 DEC TOT.J.L. 

OFFENSES POR-1970 

MURDER/HOMICIDE 0 0 0 0 , , 2 0 0 0 2 , 11 
AGGRAVATED ASSAU~ , 2 0 1 0 0 ~ 2 2 , 1 0 14 
ASSAULT 2 6 10 1 8 0 0 , 2 1 0 0 " ATTEMPTED MURDR/HOHCD 0 0 0 0 0 2 4 , 4 4 , 2 22 
RAPE 0 0 0 0 1 0 , 1 0 1 0 0 4 
UNLAWFL ORDNANC DETON 1 0 1 0 ., 4 0 1 4 , 4 , 20 
MARIJUANA VIOLATION 34 37 39 30 36 34 30 32 24 24 19 17 356 
COMMN A THREAT(MAJOR) 2 ., 6 5 4 , 0 1 1 , 2 0 28 
NARCOTICS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 
CURRENCY VIOLATION 10 2 1 0 2 1 1 1 , 2 2 2 27 
LARCENY 2 0 5 0 7 12 6 15 19 14 5 8 9' 
DANGEROUS DRUG ABUSE 19 16 24 " 22 18 6 7 8 15 5 9 162 
ARMED ROBBERY 0 0 0 0 ~ 1 2 0 0 0 1 1 5 
OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL OFFENSES 1970 73 66 86 50 86 78 54 66 67 64 44 43 777 

OFFEN~~~ FOR 1971 
. 

MURDER/HOMICIDE 0 
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 0 
ASSAULT 1 
ATTEMPTED MURDR/HOMCD 1 
RAPE 0 
UN LA WFL ORDNANC DETON 0 
MARIJUANA VIOLATION 17 
COMHN A THREAT(MAJOa) 0 
NARCOTICS 2 
CURRENCY VIOLATION 1 
LARCENY 6 
DANGEROUS DRUG ABUSE 7 
ARKED ROBBERY 5 
OTHER 0 

TOTAL OFFENSES 1971 35 

OFFEN SE RATE JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUH JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TarAL PER 1,000 

1970 2.7 2.5 3.7 2.3 3.9 '.7 2.5 ',4 4.1 5.2 '.5 '.4 ,., 
1971 2.8 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION. MAJOR OFFENSES. CALENDAR YEARS 1970/1971

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTAL

OFFENSES FOR 1970

MURDER/HOMICIDE oOo3 23 2 1 11O oo o
o 14AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 2oo 12O 123 2 1

33o013 2o06 10ASSAULT 812
ATTEMPTED MURDR/HOMCD 223 23oo o 4 4o o 2 4

ooO 41o O ooRAPE O 111

20UNLAWFL ORDNANC DETON 0 14o 110 431 41

356MARIJUANA VIOLATION 1730 30 2432 1936 2439 3434 37
COMMN A THREAT(MAJOR) 28O2O6 13 15 13 42

oo 2ooo 2NARCOTICS oooO Oo
2722CURRENCY VIOLATION 23110 12210 1

93856o 19LARCENY 1512 14o 52 7
1626DANGEROUS DRUG ABUSE 5 915816 722 18132419

5Oo o 11ooARMED ROBBERY o 2OO 1

0oo 00 000000o oOTHER

77766 64 4367TOTAL OFFENSES 1970 44865066 5486 7873

OFFENSES FOR 1971

MURDER/HOMICIDE o
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 0
ASSAULT 1

ATTEMPTED MURDR/HOMCD 1

oRAPE
UNLAWFL ORDNANC DETON 0
MARIJUANA VIOLATION 17
COMMN A THREAT(MAJOR) o
NARCOTICS 2
CURRENCY VIOLATION 1

6LARCENY
DANGEROUS DRUG ABUSE 7

5ARMED ROBBERY
0OTHER

TOTAL OFFENSES 1971 35

OFFENSE RATE TOTALDECNOVOCTSEPJUL AUGJUNMAYMARFEB APRJAN
PER 1,000

3.33.43.55.23.42.5 4.13.73.92.33.72.52.71970

2.81971
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VEHICLE/TRAFFIC OFFEN§ES. CALENDAR YEARS 1970/1971 

The 122 vehicle/traffic offenses committed by Division personnel 
and processed by the Division Military Police Section during 
January 1971 represent almost a 150% increase over the ~5 processed 
during December 1970 and approximately a 240% increase over the 
average of 36 per month for the last quarter of 1970. The most 
notable increases occurred in citations for speeding (up from 44 
in December to 96 January) and for the overloading of vehicles 
(up from zero to 17). If the number of offenses cited is any 
indication of the number c'ommi tted, January's Incr'eased rate may be 
part1ally responsible for the significantly increased number of 
motor vehicle accidepts oocurring d1.Aring the month (See Tab 1-6g), 
However, one must bear in mind that the number of citations duri~ 
a period of time may bear no relation to the number of' offenses • 
committed (in the area of traffic regulation enforcement), since 
an increase in citations from ene month to the next may be attrib­
uted to heavier patrolling or a lnJre "hard nosed" attitude toward 
offenders (i.e., citations issued rather than lectures given). 
Nevertheless, with the caveat above in mind, January 1971 continued 
a trend established over the previous two months toward a greater 
offense rate (1.8 offenses/l,OOO personnel in October increased 
to 3.3 in November, 3.6 in December, and 9.7 in January), although 
January's rate was a significant acceleration of the trend. 
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VEHICLE/TRAFFIC OFFENSES, CALENDAR YEARS 1970/1971

The 122 vehicle/traffic offenses committed by Division personnel
and processed by the Division Military Police Section during
January 1971 represent almost a 150% increase over the 45 processed
during December 1970 and approximately a 240% increase over the
average of 36 per month for the last quarter of 1970. The most
notable increases occurred in citations for speeding (up from 44
in December to 96 January) and for the overloading of vehicles
(up from zero to 17). If the number of offenses cited is any
indication of the number committed, January's increased rate may be
partially responsible for the significantly increased number of
motor vehicle accidents occurring during the month (See Tab 1-6g).
However, one must bear in mind that the number of citations during
a period of time may bear no relation to the number of offenses
committed (in the area of traffic regulation enforcement) since
an increase in citations from one month to the next may be attrib-
uted to heavier patrolling or a more "hard nosed" attitude toward
offenders (1. , citations issued rather than lectures given).
Nevertheless, with the caveat above in mind, January 1971 continued
a trend established over the previous two months toward a greater
offense rate (1.8 offenses/1,00 personnel in October increased
to 3.3 in November, 3.6 in December, and 9.7 in January), although
January's rate was a significant acceleration of the trend.
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. 1ST MARINE DlnSIOH. VEHICLEITlW'iIC om.s. CAl!lpM DAIS 1970/1971 

O",.98S· POR- 19'1{} 

SPBBDIlfG 
IMPROP/HO TRIP TICKET 
UClCLESS DRIVING 
FAILURE TO STOP/YIELD 
IMPROPER BACKING 
IWV!LID/NO DRIVER LIC 
IMPROPER TURlfING 
MISAPPROP GOVT VEHICL 
OVERLOADED VEHICLE 
lEAVING SCENE OF ACDT 
INATTENTION 
ILLEGAL TRANSPORTAT'N 
HIT AND RUN 
IMPROP PASS'G/LANE US 
OTHER 

TOTAL OFFENSES 1 970 

OFFEN SES FOR 1971 

SPEEDIl«t 
IMPROP/NO TRIP TICKET 
RECKLESS DRIVING 
FAILURE TO STOP/YIELD 
IMPROPER BACKING 
INVALID/NO DRIVER LIC 
IMPROPER TURNING 
HISAPPROP GOVT VEHICL 
OVERLOADED VEHICLE 
LEAVING SCENE OF ACDT 
INATTENTION 
ILLmAL TWSPORTAT' N 
HIT Am> RUN 
IHPROP PASS'G/LANE US 
O'l'HBR 

TOTAL OFFENSES 1 971 

o,oa RATE JAN FEB PER 1,000 

1970 8.0 2.5 

1971 9.7 

JAB J'DI MARI.iPJl KlTIJDI,JULI AtDl,SEPIJlC.n.u •• u.\J l'llMiIT. 

184 49 
8 6 
5 , 
1 , 
0 0 

11 , 
0 0 
9 :3 
0 0 
1 0 
0 0 
0 0 
1 0 
0 0 
0 0 

220 67 

96 
1 
0 
4 
0 
1 
0 
0 

17 
0 
1 
0 
0 
2 
0 

122 

KAR APR 

5.0 1.8 

. ~ -- - - -

42 22 198 102 84 
7 4 4 2 2 , 1 4 2 2 , 0 , , 8 
0 0 0 1 0 
7 1 2 , , 
0 0 0 0 0 
7 :3 2 , 2 

18 6 11 7 1 
0 0 0 0 0 

18 1 1 0 0 
12 1 14 11 , 
0 0 0 1 0 
0 0 4 1 0 
0 0 0 0 0 

117 39 243 136 105 

HAY Jtm JUL AUG 

11 .1 6.5 4.9 4.0 
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6' 66 19 41 44 914 
1 5 1 0 0 40 
2 1 0 0 0 2' 
1 26 0 0 0 48 
0 0 0 0 0 1 , 1 0 0 0 34 
0 0 0 0 0 0 
2 1 0 0 1 " 3 4 1 0 0 51 
1 0 0 0 0 2 
1 0 0 0 0 21 
0 0 0 0 0 41 
1 0 0 ~ 0 , 
1 1 1 0 8 
0 0 0 0 0 0 

79 105 22 41 45 1219 

SIP 00'1' ROV DIe 'l'cnA.L 

6.4 1.8 ,., '.6 5.1 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION. VEHICLE/TRAFFIC OFFENSES. CALENDAR YEARS 1970/1971

JAN FEB MAR APR SEP OCT NOVIDEC TOTAL

OFFENSES FOR 1970

SPEEDING 666310222184 844249 198 19 4441 914
IMPROP/NO TRIP TICKET 6 08 5 O2 4027 44 11
RECKLESS DRIVING o3 o 2335 22 12 o41

FAILURE TO STOP/YIELD o o3 3 26 o3 o3 8 481 1
IMPROPER BACKING o oo O oooo oo o1 1
INVALID/NO DRIVER LIC 3 0o o 343 3 311 7 2 11

IMPROPER TURNING o o Oo OO o O o oOoO
MISAPPROP GOVT VEHICL o 33o3 23 29 7 2 3 1 1

OVERLOADED VEHICLE 6 oo oo 37 1 5111118 4
LEAVING SCENE OF ACDT 0 o oOo o oo0o 1 21

INATTENTION o ooo oo oo 2118 1 1 1

ILLEGAL TRANSPORTAT'N o oo o o3 o O14 111 4112
OHIT AND RUN o0 o 3o0 0O o111

IMPROP PASS'G/LANE US oo o 0 0o0 14 11 81

OTHER 0 oo o oo Oo oo o0 o

TOTAL OFFENSES 1970 67 105136220 105 2224339 121945117 79 41

OFFENSES FOR 1971

96SPEEDING
IMPROP/NO TRIP TICKET 1

RECKLESS DRIVING O
FAILURE TO STOP/YIELD 4
IMPROPER BACKING o
INVALID/NO DRIVER LIC 1

IMPROPER TURNING o
MISAPPROP GOVT VEHICL o
OVERLOADED VEHICLE 17
LEAVING SCENE OF ACDT o
INATTENTION 1
ILLEGAL TRANSPORTATN o
HIT AND RUN o
IMPROP PASS'G/LANE US 2

oOTHER

TOTAL OFFENSES 1971 122

OFFENSE RATE
TOTALNOVSEP DECOCTJUL AUGMAY JUNFEB MAR APRJAN

PER 1,000

3.66.4 5.13.36.5 1.85.0 4.011.11.88.0 4.92.51970

9.71971

31 JAN 71
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MISCELLANEOUS OFFENSES, CALENDAR YEARS 1970/1971 

Miscellaneous offenses, encompassing all violations not covered 
by the major and vehicle/traffic offense categories and consisting 
largely of military offenses, totalled 95 during the month of 
January 1911, representing a significant increase in such offenses 
over the 32 recorded in December 1970 and the monthly average of 
of 48 during the last quarter of 1970, but well below the average 
of 213 offenses per month registered for the year, When rates 
are computed to take decreasing Division strength into consider~­
tion, January's rate of 7,5 offenses per 1,000 personnel is still 
significantly higher than December's 2.5/1,000 and the October -
December rate of 3.8/1,000. On the favorable side of the ledger, 
however, is that January's 7.5 remains approximately 30% below 4It 
that of the year 1970 (10.8/1,000), 

As is the case with traffic offenses (See Tab 1-6j), the number 
of offenses processed may bear little relation to the number 
aotually committed, since off limits and curfew violations make 
up the bulk of the miscellaneous offense category. Therefore, 
January's large increase over the average for the previous three 
months may have occ~rred because of increased vigilance during 
the month" 
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MISCELLANEOUS OFFENSES, CALENDAR YEARS 1970/1971

Miscellaneous offenses, encompassing all violations not covered
by the major and vehicle/traffic offense categories and consisting
largely of military offenses, totalled 95 during the month of
January 1971, representing a significant increase in such offenses
over the 32 recorded in December 1970 and the monthly average of
of 48 during the last quarter of 1970, but well below the average
of 213 offenses per month registered for the year. When rates
are computed to take decreasing Division strength into considers-
tion, January's rate of 7.5 offenses per 1,000 personnel is still
significantly higher than December!s 2.5/1,000 and the October -

December rate of 3.8/1,000. On the favorable side of the ledger,
however, is that January's 7.5 remains approximately 30% below
that of the year 1970 (10.8/1,000).

As is the case with traffic offenses (See Tab 1-6j), the number
of offenses processed may bear little relation to the number
actually committed, since off limits and curfew violations make
up the bulk of the miscellaneous offense category. Therefore,
January's large increase over the average for the previous three
months may have occurred because of increased vigilance during
the month.
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1m' MAlIn J)IU810H. KISQEIJ·tgOYs onuSES. CALENDAR YMBS 197011971 

OPnRSES "OR '19'10 

0." LDlITS 
CURFEW VIOLATION 
I.D. CARD/ORDER3 VIOL 
UNAUTHORIZED ABSENCE 
DESERTING 
DISRESPECT 
RESISTING APPRlHEN,s' N 
DRUNK/DISORDERLY 
UNDER ThFLUENCE 
OUT OF llliIFORM 
DE~~RUC GOVT PROPERTY 
DISOBEYING ORDER 
INTERFERE 'ti/MP DUTIES 
~~APONS VIOLATION 
OTHER 

TOTAL OFF!'.:N.:iES 1970 

OFFEN~'ES FOR 1971 

OFF LIM.ITS 
CURFE~ ileLATION 
I.D. CARD/OnDER~ VIOL 
UNAUTHORIZED ABSENCE 
DESERTING 
DISRESPECT 
RESISTING APPREHENS'K 
DRUNK/DI30RDERLY 
UND!::R INFLUENCE 
OUT OF UNIFORM 
DES'l'RUC GOV'l' PROPERTY 
DISOBEYING ORDER 
INTERFERE wIMP DUTIES 
WEAPONS VIOLATION 
OTHER 

TOTAL OFFENSES 1 971 

OFFENSE RATE JAN FEB PER 1,000 

1970 11.0 9.0 

1971 7.5 

IJillrli:BIIWU.1PI1 JIlTIJUlIIJULIAUGI SSPI OC!IJOVI 

110 96 
50 36 
28 27 
30 13 

4 6 
2 4 
6 4 , 1 1 

I 0 1 I 12 8 
I 

I 0 0 
I I 0 

0 0 
58 44 
0 0 

302 240 

46 
20 
2 
(' 

0 
2 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 

20 
0 

95 

MAR APR 

17.3 7.0 

153 74 127 143 88 
47 8 32 27 19 
32 13 18 31 12 
46 19 39 51 38 

1 0 1 0 1 
12 ,4 5 14 7 

4 2 10 10 7 
5 :5 4 10 :5 
1 0 2 3 0 

12 4 10 16 6 
1 0 0 0 0 
0 0 2 2 5 

13 0 0 0 1 
77 25 62 100 71 
0 0 0 0 0 

404 152 312 407 258 

MAY JUl{ JUL AUG 

14.3 19.4 12.0 12.6 

C. _I-S-;i 
DECLASSIFIED 

.. 

82 69 26 2' 15 
30 0 2 1 0 
15 0 0 0 3 
23 6 32 18 8 

0 0 0 0 0 
6 3 1 0 0 
7 0 2 0 0 
7 5 5 0 4 
2 0 1 0 0 

12 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
4 0 0 0 0 
2 0 0 0 2 

59 4 2 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 

249 87 71 42 32 

SEP OCT NOV DEC 

5.3 5.7 3.4 2.5 
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,ot~ 

1006 
252 
179 
323 
13 
58 
52 
48 
10 
eo 
1 

14 
18 

502 
0 

2556 

TOTAL 

10.8 

DECLASSIFIED

1ST MARINE DIVISION. MISCELLANEOUS OFFENSES. CALENDAR YEARS 1970/1971

JAN/FEB MARLAPRMAY JUNFULIAUG SEP OCTINOV DEC TOTAL

OFFENSES FOR 1970

100623 1569 2682881431277496 153110OFF LIMITS
2520o 123019273283650 47CURFEW VIOLATION
179o 3o015I.D. CARD/ORDERS VIOL 123113 18322728
32332 86 1823385139461330 19UNAUTHORIZED ABSENCE
13oooooo 1o6 11DESERTING 4
58oo6 3 175 1442 124DISRESPECT
520OO 2710 71026RESISTING APPREHENS'N 44
48o 45 5DRUNK/DISORDERLY 3 7103 4511
100oo 10 23o 2o 1UNDER INFLUENCE 1

80oOo06 12161048 12OUT OF UNIFORM 12
o 1o OooooooooDESTRUC GOVT PROPERTY 1

14oooo42 52ooODISOBEYING ORDER 1
18O 2Oo2oINTERFERE W/MP DUTIES o 1o13oO

502oo25962 4100 712544 7758WEAPONS VIOLATION
ooo0oooooOo 0oOTHER

255632427187249258407312152404240302TOTAL OFFENSES 1970

OFFENSES FOR 1971

46OFF LIMITS
20CURFEW VIOLATION

I.D. CARD/ORDERS VIOL 2
2UNAUTHORIZED ABSENCE
oDESERTING
2DISRESPECT

RESISTING APPREHENS'N o
DRUNK/DISORDERLY 2

oUNDER INFLUENCE
oOUT OF UNIFORM
oDESTRUC GOVT PROPERTY
oDISOBEYING ORDER

INTERFERE W/MP DUTIES 1

20WEAPONS VIOLATION
0OTHER

95TOTAL OFFENSES 1971

OFFENSE RATE TOTALDECNOVOCTSEPAUGJULJUNMAYMAR APRFEBJAN
PER 1,000

10.82.53.45.712.6 5.312.019.414.37.017.39.011.01970

7.51971

31 JAN 71
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CONFIDENTIAL 

GROUND SAFETY 

January 1971> although recording more battle casuaities than the previous month,; 
produced fewer non~battle incidents and fewer non-hostile casualties. Thirty­
three such incidents took place during the month (down from 59 in December and 
the 1970 monthly average of 129):, accounting for 30 ca.sualties (down from 65 
for December and the average of 142). When these figures are c.:mverted to rates 
per lsOOO personne1~ similar results are achieved in that the incident rate was 
down from Decemberis 4.7/1,,000 and 1970vs monthly average of 6.6/1.000 to 
January's 2.6/1 5,000 9 while the casualty rate was down from 5.2/1,000 (December) 
and 7.2/1 9 000 (19'70) to 2.4/1 9 000 (January 1971). A comparison of the six major 
categories of non-hostile incident (Suppor~ing Arms~ Individual Weapons~ Acci­
dental Discharges s Explosive Ordnance, Operational/Occupational and Motor 
Vehicles) reveals s however, that only four of the six recerded decreases~ 
Accilental Discharges increasing from five in Decembe~ to nine in January 
(causing an increase in casualties from five to eight) and Motor Vehicle Acci­
dents from four tJ twelve (causing a casualty increase from four to seven). 
(See Tabs 1-6c through 1-6h). 

The aggregate decreases discussed above reflect favorably on the Ground Safety 
Program of "the Division. Continued empha.sis on this program should further 
reduce the rates in the future 9Ild i as .a consequence of the reduced rates and 
pending redeployments~ reduce both the number of incidents and the number of 
casualties by an even greater percentage than the rates. 
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CONFIDENTIAL

GROUND SAFETY

January 1971, although recording more battle casualties than the previous month,
produced fewer non-battle incidents and fewer non-hostile casualties. Thirty-
three such incidents took place during the month (down from 59 in December and
the 1970 monthly average of 129) accounting for 30 casualties (down from 65
for December and the average of 142). When these figures are converted to rates
per 1,000 personnel, similar results are achieved in that the incident rate was
down from December's 4.7/1,000 and 1970's monthly average of 6.6/1,000 to
January's 2.6/1,000, while the casualty rate was down from 5.2/1,000 (December)
and 7.2/1,000 (1970) to 2.4/1,000 (January 1971). A comparison of the six major
categories of non-hostile incident (Supporting Arms, Individual Weapons, Acci-
dental Discharges, Explosive Ordnance, Operational/Occupational and Motor
Vehicles) reveals, however, that only four of the six recorded decreases,
Accidental Discharges increasing from five in December to nine in January
(causing an increase in casualties from five to eight) and Motor Vehicle Acci-
dents from four to twelve (causing a casualty increase from four to seven).
(See Tabs 1-6c through 1-6h).

The aggregate decreases discussed above reflect favorably on the Ground Safety
Program of the Division. Continued emphasis on this program should further
reduce the rates in the future and, as a consequence of the reduced rates and
pending redeployments, reduce both the number of incidents and the number of
casualties by an even greater percentage than the rates.
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CONFIDENTIAL 

BATTLE VERSUS NON-BATTLE CASUALTIES o CALENDARYEARSI969/l970/1971 e 
The battle casualty rate in~reased from a December inO rate of 212 casualties 
per million m8.n~days (83 c8.s-:.lalties) to a January 197:" r8Le of 294 (:15 casual­
ties). This is the highest ra.te recorded since September 1970 when the rate 
was 318. The in::reases in enemy adivl1;l and contact are responsible for this 
increase. The nonbatt1e casue.lty rate decree-sed" however ,. fr:)m a December 
1970 rate of 75 ca.sua..lties pe~' mEl ion man-days (29 casualties) to a J.s.nuary 
1971 rate of 51 (20 casud.lties) u This is the lowest rec,:.;rded rate reflected 
in the DivislOn records which bee;an wil:h J§,nuary 19690 It is most evident the 
subject5 01' safety and welfare of indi.;iduals are" receiving continued command 
attenti.:-no This is an enviable record i'cr a Division operating in combat. 

RegarJing ~he ncnbattle casualty rate~ a compari30n between December 1970 and 
Janvb.ry 1971 reveals the n:,llowing (rates listed are of the dimensions j'casual­
ties per 1,000 personnel"): 

(1 ) Friendly Fire Rate~ decre'e.sed 50% (0.4 to 0.2) 

(2 ) Explosive Ordnan:!e~ decreased 85% (10:' to 0.2) 

,3 ) AccJ.dental Dis~harges: increased 50% (0)+ to 0.6) 

( 4; Motor Vehic:le Accidents~ increased 200% ,0.2 to 0.6) 

Continued enemy activity and contact in February would maintain the battle _ 
'.!asualty rate a.t its present level. However, with units commencing s'tanddoWll s ., 

the rate is expected to de(;rease in MaT'ch. With cont:inued emphasis on safety 9 

the nonbattle casualty rate should remain low. 

The term battle casualty is defined by MeO F3040.4 as "any person lost to his 
organization because of' ieath~ WGunds~ missing$ capture, or internment providing 
such loss is incurred in action. In action characterizes the :asualty status 
as having been the direct result 01' comba.t~ sustained in combat or-relating 
thereto, or sustained gGing tc c:c returning from a combat mission provided that 
the occurrence was directly related to combat or~ thrcugh misadventure, friendly 
action. However, injuriea Que to the elements weather or to self-inflicted 
wounds are not to be considered as sustained in adion and are thereby not to 
be interpreted as battle casu.s.ltieso Examples of injuries not to be interpreted 
as battle casualties are; frostbite" battle fatigue ~ sunstroke ~ heat exhaustion 
and diseases not verified a.s ca.ses of biological warfa.re. Minor injuries or 
wcunds neither req,ui:L'ing admiss1.cn to a medical facility no:.:' involving loss of 
personnel are also conside:r'ed ba:ttle casualties for' reporting pu.rpcses~ if 
otherwise .;:lassified a ba.tt:"'e ~asualty as def'ined ab..Jve" 0 

Nonbattle casualty is definea as "':any person who is lost 'to his organization 
(dead. missing. i119 injured ..Jr incapacitated)" provided such loss is not the 
result of enemy action. Nonba"Gtle casualties include a.ll those which O:;;CUI' 

outside a combat zone and th.:;se which oc::::ur wi thin a combat zene that are not 
the result :::1 enemy action". 

(continued on preceding page) 
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BATTLE VERSUS NON-BATTLE CASUALTIES, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

The battle casualty rate increased from a December 1970 rate of 212 casualties
per million man-days (83 casualties) to a January 1971 rate of 294 (115 casual-
ties). This is the highest rate recorded since September 1970 when the rate
was 318. The increases in enemy activity and contact are responsible for this
increase. The nonbattle casualty rate decreased however, from a December
1970 rate of 75 casualties per million man-days (29 casualties) to a January
1971 rate of 51 (20 casualties). This is the lowest recorded rate reflected
in the Division records which began with January 1969. It is most evident the
subjects of safety and welfare of individuals are, receiving continued command
attention. This is an enviable record for a Division operating in combat.

Regarding the nonbattle casualty rate, a comparison between December 1970 and
January 1971 reveals the following (rates listed are of the dimensions "casual-
ties per 1,000 personnel")

decreased 50% (0.4 to 0.2)(1) Friendly Fire Rate:

decreased 85% (1.3 to 0.2)(2) Explosive Ordnance:

increased 50% (0.4 to 0.6)(3) Accidental Discharges:

(4) Motor Vehicle Accidents: increased 200% (0.2 to 0.6)

Continued enemy activity and contact in February would maintain the battle
casualty rate at its present level. However, with units commencing standdown,
the rate is expected to decrease in March. With continued emphasis on safety,
the nonbattle casualty rate should remain low.

The term battle casualty is defined by MCO P3040.4 as "any person lost to his
organization because of death, wounds, missing, capture, or internment providing
such loss is incurred in action. In action characterizes the casualty status
as having been the direct result or combat; sustained in combat or +relating
thereto; or sustained going to or returning from a combat mission provided that
the occurrence was directly related to combat or, through misadventure, friendly
action. However, injuries due to the elements weather or to self-inflicted
wounds are not to be considered as sustained in action and are thereby not to
be interpreted as battle casualties. Examples of injuries not to be interpreted
as battle casualties are: frostbite, battle fatigue, sunstroke, heat exhaustion
and diseases not verified as cases of biological warfare. Minor injuries or
wounds neither requiring admission to & medical facility nor involving loss of
personnel are also considered battle casualties for reporting purposes, if
otherwise classified a battle casualty as defined above

Nonbattle casualty is defined as "any person who is lost to his organization
(dead, missing, ill, injured or incapacitated), provided such loss is not the
result of enemy action. Nonbattle casualties include all those which occur
outside a combat zone and those which occur within a combat zone that are not
the result of enemy action".

31 JAN 71
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(continued on preceding page)
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CONFIDENTIAL 

For the purposes of this report the statistics on ba.ttle casualties do not 
include those personnel receiving wounds who are treated and returned to duty 
without being admitted to a hospital. Regarding nonbattle casualties only 
those serious injuries requiring hospitaliza.tion for a. per'iod of four days or 
more are calculated. The specific incidents involved are those resulting from 
friendly fire, explosive ordnance~ accidental discharges and motor vehicle 
accidents. 
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CONFIDENTIAL

For the purposes of this report the statistics on battle casualties do not
include those personnel receiving wounds who are treated and returned to duty
without being admitted to a hospital. Regarding nonbattle casualties only
those serious injuries requiring hospitalization for a period of four days or
more are calculated. The specific incidents involved are those resulting from
friendly fire, explosive ordnance, accidental discharges and motor vehicle
accidents.
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CONFIDENTIAL
CASUALTY RATES,(REIN) BARTLE VERSUS NON-BAST1ST MARINE DIVIS

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971
RATE 1969 NONTHE RATE 1969 HON19701970

NOW19711971
DECMOVOCTSEPAUGJULJUNMAYMAR APRFEBJAN
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TOTALDECNOVOCTSEPADGJULJUNMAYAPRMARFEBJAN

1969
.968 9.183.920.767.745.717.733.709.739.721.747.675.742Note 1

6,289313304236494793639 411798588554629530BIL CAS+
684330 32330866311105609001090815742932715BTL RATE

1,092113104641121378271588684104NBTL CAS 77
1191171138415019011210079120112154NBTL RATE 104

1970
7.207391.376384.492.611.663.631.677.655727.748852lote 1
2.6578388156 91226187271242284328323378BTL CAS*

368212234318 237370282431358434500432BTL RATE 444
716293423471094050385210470120NBTL CAS 997559 94961726079568014194140NBTL RAT

1971
.392(Note 1

CAS* 115
RATE 294

WBTL CAS 20
HBTL RATI 51
Note 1: MILLION MAN-DAYS (n times 10b) 31 JAN 71

CONFIDENTIALEXCLUDES WIA (NOT EVAC) BECAUSE NOT LOST TO UNIT#
CASUALTY RATE = CASUALTIES divided by MILLIONS OF MAN-DAYS
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CUMULATIVE NON-BATTLE CASUALTIES? CALENDAR YEARS 1969(1970(1971 

January 1971 produced the lowest number of casualties considered in computing 
the non-battle casualty rate (See Tab 1-6a) that has been recorded since January 
1969. Comparison of JanuaryVs totals in the fo\.U' categories considered with 
the monthly a.verages for 1970 (all Cif which~ incidentallY5 were decreases frcm 
the 1969 averfl.ges) show a decrease in each category: 

Friendly Fire: -87% (23 to 3) 

Explosive Ordna.nce: -90% (19 to 2) 

Accidental Discharges: ~20% (10 to 8) 

Motor Vehicle Accidents: -12% ( 8 to 7) 

Command attention continues to be exerted on the ~roblem of non-battle incidents 
and ca.sualties and~ if the compa.risons above are any indication of a favorable 
trend~ will serve to further reduce such fruitless losses in the future. 
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CUMULATIVE NON-BATTLE CASUALTIES, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

January 1971 produced the lowest number of casualties considered in computing
the non-battle casualty rate (See Tab 1-6a) that has been recorded since January
1969. Comparison of January's totals in the four categories considered with
the monthly averages for 1970 (all of which, incidentally, were decreases from
the 1969 averages) show a decrease in each category:

(23 to 3)-87%Friendly Fire:

(19 to 2)-90%Explosive Ordnance:

(10 to 8)-20%Accidental Discharges:

( 8 to 7)-12%Motor Vehicle Accidents:

Command attention continues to be exerted on the problem of non-battle incidents
and casualties and, if the comparisons above are any indication of a favorable
trend, will serve to further reduce such fruitless losses in the future.

31 JAN 71
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN) 0 CUMULATIVE NON-BATTLE CASUALTIES, CALENDAR

YEAR 1971
FRIENDLY FIRE EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE
ACCIDENTAL DISCHARGE MOTOR VEHICLE

JAN MARFEB APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC480

440.

400

360

320.

280

240.

200.
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80.

40th

0

FEB MAR MAY JULJAN APR JUN AUG SEP OCT DECNOV TOTAL-

Distribution:Frequency
FR FIRE 3
EXPL ORD 2
CCTIDIS 8
MTR VEH 7
TOT L 20

ributionCumulative Dis
FR FIRE 3
EXPL ORD 2
ACCTIDIS 8
MTR VEH 7

THIS CHART CONSIDERS CASUALTIES LOST TO UNIT MORE THAN THREE DAYS. 31 JAN 71
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN) , CUMULATIVE NON-BATTLE CASUALTIES, CALENDAR

YEAR 1970
EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCEFRIENDLY FIRE
MOTOR VEHICLEACCIDENTAL DISCHARGES

DECNOVOCTSEPJUL AUGMAY JUNMARFEBJAN APR
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TOTALDECOCT NOVSEPJUL AUGJUNMAYMAR APRFEBJAN
Distribution:Frequency

6 2765 75516 142311186125FR FIRE 35
225165 2320 2310 724 171724EXPL ORD 39
1213 5771115 1116 712ACCTL DIS 16 11
94636 223 12330 8 19MTR VEHIC

71634 29234740 10950385270120 104TOTAL
Cumulation Distribut on:

276263 270258244189150 17360 139121FR FIRE 35
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116106 12111388 9962 7755ACCTL DIS 3916 28
949285 9159 82MTR VEHI 535130 484739
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN) CUMULATIVE NON-BATTLE CASUALTIES, CALENDAR

YEAR 1969
EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCEFRIENDLY FIRE
MOTOR VEHICLEACCIDENTAL DISCHARGE

MAYMAR APR AUG OCTSEPJUN NOVJAN FEB DECJUL
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SEP OCT NOV DECJUL TOTALJUNMAYAPRMARFEBJAN

Distribution:Frequency
36325320 5924 4191915R FIRE 24345845

64 3073981627262737 113XPL ORD 2410 18
2341820 28 181516 1917172126ECCTLDIS 19

15 109 121512 79 1323352MTR VEH 3
104 1,092113137 64112827186 5884104TOTAL 77

Cumulative Distribut on:
400364332220196 279161 176 419103PR FIRE 13745
243 307180RXPL ORD 204100 19615389 1275210 28
216ACCTLDIS 180 23466 19713410282 1521174519
120110 13255 103883110 401953MTR VEH

THIS CHART CONSIDERS CASUALTIES LOST TO UNIT FOR MORE THAN 3 DAYS 31 JAN 71
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SUPPORTING ARMS INCIDENTS? CALEIDARYEARS'1969/1970/1971 

There were no supporting arms friendly fire incidents in January 1971 t continuing 
a definite downward trend in this category of incidents (including~ in this defi­
nition~ not only air and artillery~ but cre~-served weapons as well) established 
over the previous three months. It is quite obvious that~ if this trend con­
tinues 9 the number of incidents per month should remain in the vicinity of zero 
incidents~ because the stringent control and clearance meaSures yhich have 
influenced favorably both the incident and caaualty rates remain' in effect. ~ 
However 9 the prediction of ~asualties is much more uncertain~ because a single 
supporting arms incident can produce a large m.unber of casualties. For example j 

six such incidents occurred in May 1970 9 yet only three persons were injured" 
while five incidents in August 1970 produced four deaths and twenty-nine injuries. 

6-- 1- C.c 
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SUPPORTING ARMS INCIDENTS, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

There were no supporting arms friendly fire incidents in January 1971, continuing
a definite downward trend in this category of incidents (including, in this defi-

nition, not only air and artillery, but crew-served weaponts as well) established
over the previous three months. It is quite obvious that, if this trend con-

tinues, the number of incidents per month should remain in the vicinity of zero

incidents, because the stringent control and clearance measures which have
influenced favorably both the incident and casualty rates remain in effect.

However, the prediction of casualties is much more uncertain, because a single
supporting arms incident can produce a large number of casualties. For example,
six such incidents occurred in May 1970, yet only three persons were injured,
while five incidents in August 1970 produced four deaths and twenty-nine injuries.

31 JAN 71
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN), CUMULATIVE SUPPORTING ARMS INCIDENTS AND

CASUALTIES, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

INCIDENTS OR CASUALTIES (CUM) 1969 1970 1971

MAR MAYFEBJAN OCT NOVSEPAPR AUG DECJULJUN180
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NOV DECMAY OCTSEPAUG TOTALJULJUNMAR APRFEBJAN
969

15120 7915 1112811 920INCIDENTS 18 11
572o3 48 1144KILLED 412 14
265103550 236 211512WOUNDED 15173229

36 3222558 23 1210 1813TOTAL CAS 46 21 1941
.08 .08.06 .08 .04.04 .15 011.08 .26.09CMD CAS .19.17

1970
1 596 261 7INCIDENTS 5 54787

0 0 0 10400 00 01KILLED 2 3
3 3310 1570 13 293WOUNDED 26 94117

10 6 1673 333O 133TOTAL CAS 26 42 919
.06.00 .06 .17 .02.01 .05a18 .04 .02.06.07CMD CAS .09

971
CIDENTS 0

MLED 0
0WOUNDED
0TOTAL CAS

6 CMD CAS .00
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INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS INCIDENTS@ CALENDAR' YEARS '1969!lnO!1911. 

In January 1971~ three individua.:i. weapons friendly fire in;;idents were recorded 
claiming three ca.sualties. As such~ both numbers convert to rates representing 
continuathms of a rela.tivelY level trend established over the previous four 
months. Incident rates in the period September 1970 through January 1911 have 
remained in the range 0.2 - 0.4 incidents per 1~000 persvnne1 9 while casllalty 
rates have remtiined alm0st absolutely steady at 0.2 casualties per 1,000. 

The relative constan:::y achieved d-..tring the pericd a.bove compares most favora.bly 
with the preceding eight months" during which both incidents and casualties 
fluctuated wide1.y (and averaged 0.4 incidents and 0.5 casualties per 1,000 per 
month'j ~ and reflects the in!luence of command attention at all levels. 

31 JAN 71 
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INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS INCIDENTS, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

In January 1971, three individual weapons friendly fire incidents were recorded
claiming three casualties. As such, both numbers convert to rates representing
continuations of a relatively level trend established over the previous four
months. Incident rates in the period September 1970 through January 1971 have
remained in the range 0.2 - 0.4 incidents per 1,000 personnel, while casualty
rates have remained almost absolutely steady at 0.2 casualties per 1,000.

The relative constancy achieved during the period above compares most favorably
with the preceding eight months, during which both incidents and casualties
fluctuated widely (and averaged 0.4 incidents and 0.5 casualties per 1,000 per
month ) and reflects the influence of command attention at all levels.

31 JAN 71
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN) CUMULATIVE INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS INCIDENTS AND

CASUALTIES, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971
INCIDENTS OR CASUALTIES (CUM) 1969 1970 1971
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12020 1116 115 455 111213INCIDENTS 7
25145 42 13 1o14- 5KILLED

6 728 70 126 4251273HOUNDED
7 971196 17175513TOTAL CAS 124

.03.03.03 .04.07.00.03.03.02.05 .02.05% CMD CAS .02
970

9666 2 441514137108INCIDENTS 7
0 200 16 20 14320 1KILLED
3 890216 226 8 19175WOUNDED 9

109312223 42386 919TOTAL CAS 9
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TOTAL CAS 3
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ACCIDENTAL DISCHARGES CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

A..Idental discharges continued in January 1971, to be a major problem : the
Ground Safety Program. The nine incidents occurring in January was the highest
total for the past five months. These incidents resulted in & 0.7/1 000 rate,
which almost doubled the 0.4,1,000 December rate. This subject is particularly
emhpasized during Ground Safety lectures however. carelessness and negligent
handling of firearms by troops result in these tragedies.

The impending standdown of several wilts and reauced operational commitments
should reduce the incident rate in the immediate future, since the units
standing down will still be on the rolls while the handling of weapons will
be reduced to a minimum. However, recived rates beycnd the immediate future
depend on continued emphasis If safe weapons handling

31 JAN 71
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN), CUMULATIVE ACCIDENTAL DISCHARGES AND

CASUALTIES, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971
INCIDENTS OR CASUALTIES (CUM) 1969 1970 1971
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22020 172718 1716 1520 1717INCIDENTS 1917
320 13 3 2942KILLED 1451

20516 1516 25 151518 14151721WOUNDED 18
16 234181820 2826 171715 1921TOTAL CAS 40
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EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE. INCIDENTS g CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

The downward trend that began in Oetober 1970 continued through the first month 
of 1971. The lowest level in 25 months was reported during January 1971 with 
only two incidents recorded claiming two causalties (converting to rates of 
0.2 casualties and 0.2 incidents per 19000 compared to 1.3 and 0.7 in December 
1970). Considered on a strength basis g the incident rate for January 1971 of 
0.2/1,000 is the lowest for the 25 months listed on the chart. 

This category produced disappointing results in 1970&s the incident rate (O.7/4It 
1,000) exceeded that of 1969 (O.6/1~OOO). An incident rate eimilar to that of 
January and continued throughout 1971 would be a vast improtrement and presently 
is an obtainable objective. 
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EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE INCIDENTS, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

The downward trend that began in October 1970 continued through the first month
of 1971. The lowest level in 25 months was reported during January 1971 with
only two incidents recorded claiming two causalties (converting to rates of
0.2 casualties and 0.2 incidents per 1,000 compared to 1.3 and 0.7 in December
1970). Considered on a strength basis, the incident rate for January 1971 of
0.2/1,000 is the lowest for the 25 months listed on the chart.

This category produced disappointing results in 1970 as the incident rate (0.7/
1,000) exceeded that of 1969 (0.6/1,000). An incident rate similar to that of
January and continued throughout 1971 would be a vast improvement and presently
is an obtainable objective.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN), CUMULATIVE EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE INCIDENTS AND

CASUALTIES, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971
INCIDENTS OR CASUALTIES (CUM) 1969 1970 1971

MAR OCTMAYFEBJAN NOVAPR SEPJUL AUG DECJUN180
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1969
3016 1748208 14 111719INCIDENTS 1597
6 3421 136KILLED 12of73 1

58 273262630 24 3778 1518WOUNDED 177
3076416 3982627 2737 11TOTAL CAS 241810

.03 10.07 .22.13.12.05 12.15 .11.10.07.04% CMD CAS
1970

173741013 91415 14INCIDENTS 36 15 1422
1600 114 1112 1KILLED 3 1

20922 151916 7 41917 92236 23WOUNDED
16 22523520 2310 71717TOTAL CAS 242439
12 .09.0414 .18.10.05.07.07 .0310.09CHD CAS .14%

1971
INCIDENTS 2

0LED
WOUNDED 2
TOTAL CAS 2
% CMD CAS .02
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MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS. CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

The twelve incidents occurring in January 1971 matched exactly the monthly 
average for 1970. Ho~ever. there were 1.0 incidents/l~OOO personnel during the 
month which was a sharp increase over December 1970 when there were 0.3/19000 
incidents. 

Casualties from motor vehicle accidents for January 1971 also increased over 
December, but decreased from the same month in 1970. In January 1970 the 
casualty rate from motor vehL.des was 1.1/1~0005 in December the rate was 0.2/ It 
19000 and in January 1971 the casualty rate was 006/1,0000 

The results above were primarily due to the influx of lightweight vehicular 
traffic prevalent on all lines of communication and the almost nonexistent 
traffic control by Vietnamese authorities. Division Marines are constantly 
being schooled in strict obedience to traffic regulations~ particularly in 
the art of defensive driving. A majority of the accidents in which Marine 
vehicles have been involved recently have not been the result of negligence 
or carelessness on the part of Marines. 
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MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

The twelve incidents occurring in January 1971 matched exactly the monthly
average for 1970. However, there were 1.0 incidents/1,000 personnel during the
month which was a sharp increase over December 1970 when there were 0.3/1,000
incidents.

Casualties from motor vehicle accidents for January 1971 also increased over
December, but decreased from the same month in 1970. In January 1970 the
casualty rate from motor vehicles was 1.1/1,000, in December the rate was 0.2/
1,000 and in January 1971 the casualty rate was 0.6/1,000.

The results above were primarily due to the influx of lightweight vehicular
traffic prevalent on all lines of communication and the almost nonexistent
traffic control by Vietnamese authorities. Division Marines are constantly
being schooled in strict obedience to traffic regulations, particularly in
the art of defensive driving. A majority of the accidents in which Marine
vehicles have been involved recently have not been the result of negligence
or carelessness on the part of Marines.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN) CUMULATIVE MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS AND

CASUALTIES, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971
INCIDENTS OR CASUALTIES (CUM) 1969 1970 1971
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69 ACCID 14 201514 2622 2014 23621 31 18 21
US KILLED o0 32 2 0 o1 2 01 1 12
US INJRD 3 102 8 317 124 7 120121014
% CMD CAS .05.02.01 .04.01 .04 .06 .03.02.15 .06 .04 .04
VN KILLED 25 44 01 1 22 45911 4
VN INJRD 16 616 5 49 9 129 12 15 12613
70 ACCID 20 1016 16 16 1611 10 14411 77 4
US KILLED 0o o0 0 0 21 0 0 0 0 3
US INJRD 630 9 3 628 1 23 3 21 94
% CMD CAS .03 .00.04 .01 .03.01 .01.05.02.13.11 .02 .04
VN KILLED 6 6 6 329 04 2 41 441
VN INJRD 5 611 10 134 1316 3 1013116
71 ACCID 12
US KILLED 0

INJRD 7
CHD CAS .06
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OPERATIONAL/OCCUPATIONAL INCIDENTS a . CALENDAR· YEARS ·1969/1970/1971 

There were seven operational/occupational lncidents,during January 1971~ which 
produced ten casualties. Both of these figures were greatly reduced from any 
mvnthly total experienc~d during the previous 24 months. Close attention at 
all levels of command served~ during the last five months of 1970~ to generate 
a moderate downward trend in both incidents and casualties. January's plunge 
(from 36 incidents and a like number of casualties in December 1970) was a 
departure 'albeit favorable) trom the trend i and a continuation of the pre­
viously established trend could very easily produce more incidents and casualti", 
in February than in January. .. 

Operationalioccupational incidents are those incidents resulting in death or 
requiring fc~ or more days hcspitalization which do not fall within the 
purvie~ of the other categories of the Ground Safety Program. Inqluded in 
this category are falls. burns and drownings~ among others. 
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OPERATIONAL/OCCUPATIONAL INCIDENTS, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

There were seven operational/occupational incidents during January 1971, which
produced ten casualties. Both of these figures were greatly reduced from any
monthly total experienced during the previous 24 months. Close attention at
all levels of command served, during the last five months of 1970, to generate
a moderate downward trend in both incidents and casualties. January's plunge
(from 36 incidents and 8 like number of casualties in December 1970) was a
departure (albeit favorable) from the trend, and a continuation of the pre-
viously established trend could very easily produce more incidents and casualti
in February than in January.

Operaticnal/occupational incidents are those incidents resulting in death or
requiring four or more days hospitalization which do not fall within the
purview of the other categories of the Ground Safety Program. Included in
this category are falls, burns and drownings, among others.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN) CUMULATIVE OPERATIONAL/OCCUPATIONAL INCIDENTS

AND CASUALTIES. CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971
INCIDENTS AND CASUALTIES (CUM) 1969 1970 1971
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969
INCIDENTS 465559 75 98 8892 52104 102152 97 1,020
KILLED 35 031 2 o 02 o5 0 21
YOUNDED 6458 48 73 95 92 88 109 16559 102 97 1,050
TOTAL CAS 6959 51 75 98 92 88 59111 102170 97 1,071
CMD CAS .25 .28 .21 31 39 38.41 .56.49 .24 .33 33 .35

1970
INCIDENT'S 108 9696 107 86 62114 108 61 39 3644 957
KILLED 0 31 1 32 7 o2 01 1 21
WOUNDED 100108 93 109 116 676187 101 363944 961
TOTAL CAS 108 96101 110 90118 62 69108 364044 982
CHD CAS .50.39 .38 .50.41 54 ,43 31 .42 .3236 .29 40

971
INCIDENTS 7
R ED 1

WOUNDED 9
TOTAL CAS 10
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SAVINGS BOND/SAVINGS ,DEPOSIT PROGRAM 

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

Parti :!ipation in the Savings Bond Program for the month o.f January 1971 was 
64.1% (8~203 pers~ns cut :;f' the l2.623 on ~ard participating) compared to 
70.4% (19~289 persons out of 279490 on board participating) in January 1970. 

Participation in the Savings Deposit Program for the month of January 1971 
was 5.0% (635 persons out of 12~623 on board participating) compared with 
3.5% (970 persons out of 27~490 on.,.board participating) in January 1970, 

The la.rge percenta.ge drop of 10.2% fr-om December 1970 b January 1971 is 
primarily attributed to a loss of 2~058 personnel in January with evidently 
a large percentage of' incoming personnel not taking adYantage of the program. 
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SAVINGS BOND/SAVINGS DEPOSIT PROGRAM

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

Participation in the Savings Bond Program for the month of January 1971 was
64.1% (8,203 persons out of the 12,623 on board participating) compared to
70.4% (19,285 persons out of 27,490 on board participating) in January 1970.

Participation in the Savings Deposit Program for the month of January 1971
was 5.0% (635 persons out of 12,623 on board participating) compared with
3.5% (970 persons out of 27,490 on board participating) in January 1970.

The large percentage drop of 10.2% from December 1970 to January 1971 is
primarily attributed to a loss of 2,058 personnel in January with evidently
a large percentage of incoming personnel not taking advantage of the program.
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1ST MARINE DIV ON (REIN), PARTICIPATION IN SAT GS BOND AND SAVINGS

DEPOSIT PROGRAMS CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971
1969 BOND 1970 BOND

DEPOSIT DEPOSIT
1971 BOND 1971 DEPOSIT
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1969

16755 1634616780 20788BOND PROG 18236H 2261217933 16558 2149717167 16574 18.22017196
PARTIC <68.270.070.8 70.576.11 78.571.5 70.972.074.0 71.9 73.8 71.8

DEP PROC 756620 8671290 933884 1037480 10381047517 857 949
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CONFIDENTIAL 

G-2 OVERVIEW 

During January 1971~ enemy activity remained at a relatively low level of 
intensity. There were only 1,394 ene~ sighted (uring the month (a slight 
increase over December 1970)i and tbe enemt agaib chose not to present himself 
in strength, but instead conducted sporadic, har~ssing attacks directed toward 
disruption of the pacification effort and infrequent attacks by fire~ during 
whic'h he expended 46 mortar rounds and a single rocket. His major units spent 
most of the month in the mountainous base areas completing a lengthy phase of 
rehabilitation and resupply. During the latter days of the month, several 
Main Force and Local Force units lef~ their base areas and returned to their 
traditional operating areas in the lowlands in preparation for the spring 
offensive. Major Main Force and NVA units remained in their rear areas con­
centrating on resupply, indoctrination, train4Qs and production. Division 
intelligence activity during the month included the implantation of nine new 
sensor strings using Phase III sensors and continuation of reconnaissance 
activity~ which in turn included the daily inspection of al1Q. L. 1 bridges 
in the Division AO by reconnaissance divers. 

January reflected a continuation of the steady decline in enemy activity 
evidenced during 1970. The most striking evidence of this decline is reflected 
in a monthly comparison of enemy Sighted/enemy attacks by fire during the past 
thirteen months. Total enemy sighted dropped from 4,425 (January 1970) to a 
low of 576 (November) with an increase to 1,331 tDecember) and 1,394 in 
January 1971 (locally significant, but in the long run relatively insignificant). 
In essence~ more enemy were sighted during the first month of 1970 than were 
observed during the last four months of the year (4,159 obse~ved from 1 Sep­
tember through 31 December 1970). Total enemy attacks by f~Te (rockets, m~rtar 
rounds. lob bombs) similarly declined; 658 rounds were received in Januar,1 1970 
alone as compared to a cumulative fiFe of 638 rounds received during the 
last six months of 1970 (1 July through 31 December). In January 19719 47 
rounds were received~ virtually equalling December. 

This reduction in enemy activity can be attriouted largely to the attritional, 
losses sustained by units subordinate to Front 4 and to the resultant decision 
by the enemy to revert to guerrilla warfare techniques in order to conserve 
his depleted forces. Overall enemy strength in the province 9 once estimated 
as high as l6~800 (May 1969)t diminished to an estimate of 8~325 (January 
1971). Infiltration of replacements from North Vietnam has been minimal. The 
enemyis inability to recruit from the manpower base of indigenous South Vietna­
mese has resulted in the necessity to assign many NVA personnel to augment 
traditionally VC Main Force~ Local Force~ and Guerrilla Units. A further 
illustration of the enemyVs declining combat effectiveness is evidenced by his 
need to realign his organizational structure. Throughout 1969 and during 
early 1970 j Front 4 commanded four NVA iegimentB~ but at present it appea.rs 
that only the 38th ~A Regiment.remains active in the province. The disbanding 
of units~ reduction of unit strengths, and realignment of operational control 
has resulted in an extensive reorganization of units as well as command and 
control relationships; the "Wing" concept of decentralized command and control 
is now apparently defunct. Unless an intense effort is made by the enemy to 
introduce sizable reinforcements into the province during 19719 it is antici-
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G-2 OVERVIEW

During January 1971, enemy activity remained at a relatively low level of
intensity. There were only 1,394 enemy sighted during the month (a slight
increase over December 1970), and the enemy again chose not to present himself
in strength, but instead conducted sporadic, harassing attacks directed toward
disruption of the pacification effort and infrequent attacks by fire, during
which he expended 46 mortar rounds and a single rocket. His major units spent
most of the month in the mcuntainous base areas completing a lengthy phase of
rehabilitation and resupply. During the latter days of the month, several
Main Force and Local Force units left their base areas and returned to their
traditional operating areas in the lowlands in preparation for the spring
offensive. Major Main Force and NVA units remained in their rear areas con-
centrating on resupply, indoctrination, training and production. Division
intelligence activity during the month included the implantation of nine new
sensor strings using Phase III sensors and continuation of reconnaissance
activity, which in turn included the daily inspection of all Q. L. 1 bridges
in the Division AO by reconnaissance divers.

January reflected a continuation of the steady decline in enemy activity
evidenced during 1970. The most striking evidence of this decline is reflected
in a monthly comparison of enemy sighted/enemy attacks by fire during the past
thirteen months. Total enemy sighted dropped from 4, 425 (January 1970) to a
low of 576 (November) with an increase to 1,331 (December) and 1,394 in
January 1971 (locally significant, but in the long run relatively insignificant). .

In essence, more enemy were sighted during the first month of 1970 than were
observed during the last four months of the year (4,159 observed from 1 Sep-
tember through 31 December 1970). Total enemy attacks by fire (rockets, mortar
rounds, lob bombs) similarly declined; 658 rounds were received in January 1970
alone as compared to a cumulative figure of 638 rounds received during the
last six months of 1970 (1 July through 31 December). In January 1971, 47
rounds were received, virtually equalling December.

This reduction in enemy activity can be attributed largely to the attritional
losses sustained by units subordinate to Front 4 and to the resultant decision
by the enemy to revert to guerrilla warfare techniques in order to conserve
his depleted forces. Overall enemy strength in the province, once estimated
as high as 16,800 (May 1969), diminished to an estimate of 8,325 (January
1971). Infiltration of replacements from North Vietnam has been minimal. The
enemy's inability to recruit from the manpower base of indigenous South Vietna-
mese has resulted in the necessity to assign many NVA personnel to augment
traditionally VC Main Force, Local Force, and Guerrilla Units. A further
illustration of the enemy's declining combat effectiveness is evidenced by his
need to realign his organizational structure. Throughout 1969 and during
early 1970, Front 4 commanded four NVA Regiments, but at present it appears
that only the 38th NVA Regiment-remains active in the province. The disbanding
of units, reduction of unit strengths, and realignment of operational control
has resulted in an extensive reorganization of units as well as command and
control relationships; the "Wing" concept of decentralized command and control
is now apparently defunct. Unless an intense effort is made by the enemy to
introduce sizable reinforcements into the province during 1971, it is antici-
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pated that his present force levels will continue to deteriorate. Confronted 
with FWMAF/ARVN preemptive operati:>ns~ reduced manpower, and food shortages~ 
enemy forces will be cap~ble of conducting only the harassing,activities~ 
that have characterized their efforts in recent months. In the populated 
lowlands. main effol'ts will be channeled toward rebui+~ingthe depleted,VC 
military and political structure at the hamlet and viilage level; in the 
highlands, NVA forces will be preoccupied with logistic activities. 

During January 1971 there were 24 Reconnaissance Teams available to the 
Division. Of these an average of 15 was available for field employment on any 
given day. An average of 8 teams was actually deployed 9 there being some 
curtailment of flight activities incident to reconnaissance activities due 
to the winter crachin. Asa result of Phase IV reductions during SepteIllber 
1970" 1st Marine Division reconnaissance assets were reduced by two companies 
of the 1st Reconnaissance Battalion as well as the 1st Force Reconnaissance 
Company (less a platoon detachment). The availability of Reconnaissance Teams 
in January (197l) was the same as the last quarter of 1970. These figures are 
expected to remain relatively constant until Increment VI Redeployment is 
initiated. Although present weather conditions are restrictive to helicopter 
insertions/extractions of teams~ the current use of Platoon/Company Patrol 
Bases will facilitate the employment a.nd resupply of teams operating in the 
field. 

A significant increase in grQund sensor activity occurred in early Januarv 
1971. Tht .... is ~lN.~t6 t!fe' arr1:fal and emplCS1ble~t of Fhase III .{IJUpr.D-ved) 
Sensor Equipment. A total of 99 sensors was in use as of the 31st of January. 
This increased usage is expected to continue through Increment VI Redeployment. 

1st Marine Division unattended ground sensor utilization has decreased signifi­
cantly since July 1970 due to the removal of the DAISS (Danang Anti-Infiltration 
Surveillance System) as well as RF (Radio Frequency) Sensor Strings in southern 
and central Quang Nam Province. SCAMP personnel reductions~ restrictioD8~n 
the number of sensor channels~ and.ansoon conditions likewise contributed to 
the decline in the number of sensors that could be effectively employed. 
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pated that his present force levels will continue to deteriorate. Confronted
with FWMAF/ARVN preemptive operations, reduced manpower, and food shortages,
enemy forces will be capable of conducting only the harassing activities,that have characterized their efforts in recent months. In the populated
lowlands, main efforts will be channeled toward rebuilding the depleted VC
military and political structure at the hamlet and village level; in the
highlands, NVA forces will be preoccupied with logistic activities.

During January 1971 there were 24 Reconnaissance Teams available to the
Division. Of these an average of 15 was available for field employment on any
given day. An average of 8 teams was actually deployed, there being some
curtailment of flight activities incident to reconnaissance activities due
to the winter crachin. As a result of Phase IV reductions during September1970 1st Marine Division reconnaissance assets were reduced by two companiesof the 1st Reconnaissance Battalion as well as the 1st Force Reconnaissance
Company (less a platoon detachment). The availability of Reconnaissance Teams
in January (1971) was the same as the last quarter of 1970. These figures are
expected to remain relatively constant until Increment VI Redeployment is
initiated. Although present weather conditions are restrictive to helicopter
insertions/extractions of teams, the current use of Platoon/Company Patrol
Bases will facilitate the employment and resupply of teams operating in the
field.

A significant increase in ground sensor activity occurred in early January
1971. This is attributed to the arrival and employment of Phase III (Improved)Sensor Equipment. A total of 99 sensors was in use as of the 31st of January.This increased usage is expected to continue through Increment VI Redeployment.

1st Marine Division unattended ground sensor utilization has decreased signifi-cantly since July 1970 due to the removal of the DAISS (Danang Anti-Infiltration
Surveillance System) as well as RF (Radio Frequency) Sensor Strings in southern
and central Quang Nam Province. SCAMP personnel reductions, restrictions in
the number of sensor channels, and monsoon conditions likewise contributed to
the decline in the number of sensors that could be effectively employed.
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ESTIMATED ENEMY STRENGTH QUANG NAM PROVINCE. CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

Total enemy forces include North Vietnamese A:rrrry" Main Force and Local Force 
as well as village/hamlet guerrillas. Enemy strength continued to decrease 
in Quang Nam Province during January 1971 1l reflecting an overall reduction of an 
estimated 235 (from 8 9 560 in December 1970 to 8\1325). Unless substantial 
replacements are received from outside the province~ enemy strength levels will 
probably continue to decrease in 1971. 

In reviewing total enemy strength in Quang Nam Province over the past two years, 
two distinct pe:dods of reduction are evident. In 196911 overa.ll strength declined 
from a high of 16 9800 (May) to a. level of approximately 11~000 - l2~OOO for 
the remainder of the year and into early 1910. Enemy force levels fluctuated 
within this ra.nge until July 1970~ when another steady decline commenced. By' .. 
January 19(11) enemy strength in the province was estimated at 8~325~ thereby ~ 
representing nearly a 50% reduction from the mid-1969 force level. 

While it appears that the enemy has the capability to introduce infiltration 
g~oups to replace some cf these losses" he does not appear inclined at this time 
to increase infiltration to a level that will reconstitute former force levels. 

Recruitment of indigenous South Vietnamese does not presently play a significant 
part in overall manpower procuremen~ as evidenced by the necessity to utilize 
NVA personnel in traditionally VC roles" On-hand personnel assets will probably 
continue to be redistributed as appropriate; more NVA troops will be used to 
fill the ranks of MF and LF units~ NVA j MF t and LF personnel will also be used 
to rebuild the depleted guerrilla organization within the province. 
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ESTIMATED ENEMY STRENGTH QUANG NAM PROVINCE, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

Total enemy forces include North Vietnamese Army, Main Force and Local Force
as well as village/hamlet guerrillas. Enemy strength continued to decrease
in Quang Nam Province during January 1971, reflecting an overall reduction of an
estimated 235 (from 8,560 in December 1970 to 8,325). Unless substantial

replacements are received from outside the province, enemy strength levels will

probably continue to decrease in 1971.

In reviewing total enemy strength in Quang Nam Province over the past two years,
two distinct periods of reduction are evident. In 1969, overall strength declined
from a high of 16,800 (May) to a level of approximately 11,000 - 12,000 for
the remainder of the year and into early 1970. Enemy force levels fluctuated
within this range until July 1970, when another steady decline commenced. By
January 1971, enemy strength in the province was estimated at 8,325, thereby
representing nearly a 50% reduction from the mid-1969 force level.

While it appears that the enemy has the capability to introduce infiltration
groups to replace some of these losses, he does not appear inclined at this time
to increase infiltration to a level that will reconstitute former force levels.

Recruitment of indigenous South Vietnamese does not presently play a significant
part in overall manpower procurement as evidenced by the necessity to utilize
NVA personnel in traditionally VC roles. On-hand personnel assets will probably
continue to be redistributed as appropriate; more NVA troops will be used to
fill the ranks of MF and LF units; NVA, MF, and LF personnel will also be used
to rebuild the depleted guerrilla organization within the province.
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1ST MARINE DIVIS ON (REIN) ESTIMATED ENEMY STRENG QUANG NAM PROVINCE

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

1969 EST. STRENGTH 1970 EST. STRENGTH
1971 EST. STRENGTH
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DEPLOYMENT OF RECONNAISSANCE TEAMS s CALENDARIEARS'1969/1910/191l 

During January 19T1~ 24 reconnaissance teams were maintained by the Div1B10n. of 
which an av~rage of 15 was available for field employment cn any given day, 
the same availability of teams as December 1970. An average of 8 teams was 
actually deployed during the month as a result of enemy action and curtailment 
of flight activities due to the winter crachin. Average team employment has 
be~n directly related to weather and enemy action over the past four months. 

Division assets prior to September 1910 included the Division Reconnaissance 
Battalion and the 1st For~e Reconnaissance Company. During this period~ deployed 
teams included those pro,tiding security for four Div-iBion observation posts. .. 
A major reor~nizations of the Division reconnaissance effort was effected in ,., 
September 1970 as a result of the redeployment in Increment IV of two companies 
ot' the Division Reconnaissance Battalion and the 1st Force Reconnaiaaa.nce 
Company (less one platoon detachment). Division Reconnaissance Battalion was 
relieved of the security responsibility for three of the four Division obser. 
vation posts and given the objective of maintaining a minimum 24 operational 
teams with the capability to deploy and support 12 of these teams at any given 
time~ Deployed teams are now defined as only those operating in the field on 
assigned reconnaissance missions. 
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DEPLOYM ENT OF RECONNAISSANCE TEAMS. CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

During January 1971, 24 reconnaissance teams were maintained by the Division, of
which an average of 15 was available for field employment cn any given day,
the same availability of teams as December 1970. An average of 8 teams was
actually deployed during the month as a result of enemy action and curtailment
of flight activities due to the winter crachin. Average team employment has
been directly related to weather and enemy action over the past four months.

Division assets prior to September 1970 included the Division Reconnaissance
Battalion and the 1st Force Reconnaissance Company. During this period, deployed
teams included those providing security for four Division observation posts.
A major reorganizations of the Division reconnaissance effort was effected in
September 1970 as a result of the redeployment in Increment IV of two companies
of the Division Reconnaissance Battalion and the 1st Force Reconnaissance
Company (less one platoon detachment). Division Reconnaissance Battalion was
relieved of the security responsibility for three of the four Division obser-
vation posts and given the objective of maintaining a minimum 24 operational
teams with the capability to deploy and support 12 of these teams at any given
time. Deployed teams are now defined as only those operating in the field on
assigned reconnaissance missions.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN) PERCENTAGE OF AVAILABLE RECONNAISSANCE TEAMS

DEPLOYED, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

% DEPLOYED ON RECON MISSIONS 1969 19711970
% DEPLOYED ON ALL MISSIONS (JUL 1969 - OCT 1970)
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SENSORS EMPLOYED, ·CALENDAR·YEARS·1969!1970!1971 

January 1971 saw the iptre~ucti.~of Phase III sensors into the Division 
inventory. Concurrent with the arrival of this improved e~uipment a preemptive 
counter-rocket sensor ~mp+ant operation was conducted. Nine new sensor sttings 
were employed along int'i:t~~t.1on ro~te8 around tlle per1ihery of th, O!vh10f\ 
rocket belt. Three new strings con.ist of a total of 42 radio-frequency sensors, 
while 25 of the older seqsors were deactivated, producing a net gain of 17 
(from 82 in December to 99). 

The resurgence of sensor implants in January continued an apparent reversal 
in the downward trend of sensor employment evident during the period June -
November 1970. This trend had resulted from the reduction in SCAMP personnel 
during the Phase IV redeployment, inclement weather during the fall monloons ~ 
and high priority tactical operations for remaining forces which precluded ~ 
tactic~~ security support for sensor implants. 

1970 saw major changes in emphasis and senior emp10tment within the Division. 
Sensor utilization, which increased steadily during 1969 and remained relatively 
steady durlng the.first half of 1970, decreased slgn1t!eantly during most of the 
latter half of 1970, commencing in July with the deactivation of the DAISS (Danang 
Anti-Infiltration Surveillance System). Due to the "barrier" nature of these 
line sensors, the enemy was more apt to traverse the string than to follov ita 
axis. Therefore, although fewer activations re,ulted from this arrangement, 
any such activations were considered intrusions and were targetted (See Tab,2-4). 
However, since a pattern or rate of movement was difficult to ascertain, there 
was a greater chance of firing on non-targettable actiy~ions. Air. emplaced 
sensors were also fre~uently emplaced during this pepiod of time, being delivered 
into rear base areas/onto logistic routes used by enemf forces. Neither mean. 
afforded adequate opportunity for bomb (or ground) damage assessment, because the 
line sensors were not ade~uately observed and the air delivered seniors were 
remotely located. Consequently (as can be seen in Tab 1-4), BDA was low 
despite a large number of activations and subsequent fire missions. 
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SENSORS EMPLOYED, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

January 1971 saw the introduction of Phase III sensors into the Division
inventory. Concurrent with the arrival of this improved equipment a preemptive
counter-rocket sensor implant operation was conducted. Nine new sensor strings
were employed along infiltration routes around the periphery of the Division
rocket belt. Three new strings consist of a total of 42 radio-frequency sensors,
while 25 of the older sensors were deactivated, producing a net gain of 17
(from 82 in December to 99).

The resurgence of sensor implants in January continued an apparent reversal
in the downward trend of sensor employment evident during the period June -
November 1970. This trend had resulted from the reduction in SCAMP personnel
during the Phase IV redeployment, inclement weather during the fall monsoons
and high priority tactical operations for remaining forces which precluded
tactical security support for sensor implants.

1970 saw major changes in emphasis and sensor employment within the Division.
Sensor utilization, which increased steadily during 1969 and remained relatively
steady during the first half of 1970, decreased significantly during most of the
latter half of 1970, commencing in July with the deactivation of the DAISS (Danang
Anti-Infiltration Surveillance System). Due to the "barrier" nature of these
line sensors, the enemy was more apt to traverse the string than to follow its
axis. Therefore, although fewer activations resulted from this arrangement,
any such activations were considered intrusions and were targetted (See Tab,2-4).
However, since a pattern or rate of movement was difficult to ascertain, there
was a greater chance of firing on non-targettable activations. Air emplaced
sensors were also frequently emplaced during this period of time, being delivered
into rear base areas/onto logistic routes used by enemy forces. Neither means
afforded adequate opportunity for bomb (or ground) damage assessment, because the
line sensors were not adequately observed and the air delivered sensors were
remotely located. Consequently (as can be seen in Tab 2-4), BDA was low
despite a large number of activations and subsequent fire missions.
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1ST MARINE DIVIS ON (REIN) SENSORS EMPLOYED, CAL DAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

1969 SENSORS 1970 SENSORS
1971 SENSORS
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TARGETABLE SENSOR ACTIVATIONS. CALENDAR YEARS 1970/1971 

January 1971 saw the introduction of new Phase III sensors and auxiliary equip­
ment being utilized by the Division in conjunction with former Phase I sensor 
strings. The pre-Tet upsurge of enemy activity resulted in 37 targetable acti­
vations being detected within the D~vision Area of Operations. 11 fire missions 
were conducted and gunships were directed to sensor activation sites on four 
occasions resulting in a total of eight confir.med enemy KIA. 

This January activity Ya. a considerable increase over the targetable activations 
of the previous four months~ during which 29 targetable activations were detected 
and no fire missions were fired. The lack of activations in late 1970 i. believe..Q. 
to be associated Yith the low level of enemy activity during the fall monsoon ~ 
and the probable enemy avoidance of former implant areas. 

The number of targetable sensor activations varied greatly during 197d. Sensor 
Control and Management Platoon (SCAMP) was organized in the Division in early 
1910 and a large number of sensor strings were tmplanted and their activations 
used for target acquisition~ as indicated on the graph. Over a period of time 
the practice,.of firing on a.ll activations resulted in compromising the location 
of many sensor strings and they were subsequently avoided by the enemy. As the 
year progressed the emphasis on sensor activations was shifted from target. 
acquisition to intelligence collection which reduced the requested fire missions. 
During the last half of 1970 SCAMPHs assets were reduced by approximately 70% 
due to redeployment. This reduction included personnel~ sensor strings 9 and 
monitor sites. This reduction combined with increased use ~f sensors to~ntel­
ligence resulted in a low number or targets detected and fire missions called 
during the latter part of the year. 

G-.:(_ ..; 
DECLASSIFIED 

31 JAN 71 
CONFIDEllTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

TARGETABLE SENSOR ACTIVATIONS, CALENDAR YEARS 1970/1971

January 1971 saw the introduction of new Phase III sensors and auxiliary equip-
ment being utilized by the Division in conjunction with former Phase I sensor
strings. The pre-Tet upsurge of enemy activity resulted in 37 targetable acti-
vations being detected within the Division Area of Operations. 11 fire missions
were conducted and gunships were directed to sensor activation sites on four
occasions resulting in a total of eight confirmed enemy KIA.

This January activity was a considerable increase over the targetable activations
of the previous four months, during which 29 targetable activations were detected
and no fire missions were fired. The lack of activations in late 1970 is believed
to be associated with the low level of enemy activity during the fall monsoon
and the probable enemy avoidance of former implant areas.

The number of targetable sensor activations varied greatly during 1970. Sensor
Control and Management Platoon (SCAMP) was organized in the Division in early
1970 and a large number of sensor strings were implanted and their activations
used for target acquisition, as indicated on the graph. Over a period of time
the practice. of firing on all activations resulted in compromising the location
of many sensor strings and they were subsequently avoided by the enemy. As the
year progressed the emphasis on sensor activations was shifted from target
acquisition to intelligence collection which reduced the requested fire missions.
During the last half of 1970 SCAMP's assets were reduced by approximately 70%
due to redeployment. This reduction included personnel, sensor strings, and
monitor sites. This reduction combined with increased use of sensors for intel-
ligence resulted in a low number of targets detected and fire missions called
during the latter part of the year.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN). TARGETABLE SENSOR ACTIVATIONS, CALENDAR

YEAR 1970/1971
1970 1970FIRE MISSIONSTARGETS DETECTED

19711971
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PRECIPITATION& QUANG NAM PROVINCE, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/19TOi1971 

Seas:mal pre::;ipitation in Quang Nam Province is associated with the N::r::"theast 
Monsoon which prevails from September thr'ough January. The ra.iny season drew 
to a close in January 19"(1 with a 0.85 inches of precipitation~) a sharp decline 
from January t~sjf the previous two years. 

Monthly ra.in ac;;umulated during 1969 varied sharply from the mean cnly dur-ing 
the peak a,:;C'umulaticn in October when 39.97 inches of rain were reccrded. Monthly 
rainfall during 197'0 corresponded closely to mean monthly totals. Cumulative 
precipit&tion for the year: was approximately fl ve inches below the nann. tit 
During the monsoon seaS0n" 'frequent o;:;cr.:rrences of rain, fog and low visi"lLity 
allow the enemy an Oppo!tuni ty to move with a greater degree ;)f freedom fr::>m 
friendly a.ir and ground c·bservation. Conversely ~ wet weather' has a detrimental 
effect Oll enemy movement due to swollen streams and inundated lowlands. Det:erio~ 

ration of food; ordnance, and other supply caches during the 1970 mons~on season 
has contributed significantly tv the difficulties encountered by enemy forces in 
the province. The enemy has 9 and :way be expe;;-ted to c~~inue to increa.se his 
logistic activities in an endeavor to recoup the losses to his supply base. 
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PRECIPITATION, QUANG NAM PROVINCE, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

Seasonal precipitation in Quang Nam Province is associated with the Northeast
Monsoon which prevails from September through January. The rainy season drew
to a close in January 1971 with a 0.85 inches of precipitation, a sharp decline
from January totals of the previous two years.

Monthly rain accumulated during 1969 varied sharply from the mean only during
the peak accumulation in October when 39.97 inches of rain were recorded. Monthly
rainfall during 1970 corresponded closely to mean monthly totals. Cumulative
precipitation for the year was approximately five inches below the norm.

During the monsoon season frequent occurrences of rain, fog and low visibility
allow the enemy an opportunity to move with a greater degree of freedom from
friendly air and ground observation. Conversely, wet weather has a detrimental
effect on enemy movement due to swollen streams and inundated lowlands. Deterio-
ration of food, ordnance and other supply caches during the 1970 monsoon season
has contributed significantly to the difficulties encountered by enemy forces in
the province. The enemy has, and may be expected to certinue to increase his
logistic activities in an endeavor to recoup the losses to his supply base.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN) PRECIPITATION IN QUANG NAM PROVINCE,

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971
PRECIPITATION IN INCHES: 1969 1970 1971

(MEAN LOCATED AT LOWER VERTEX)27 YEAR MONTHLY MEAN (INCHES) : D
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ENEMY ACTIVITY WITHIN THE DIVISION TAOR, CALENDARYEARS1970/1971 

Overall ene~ activity continued, whe~ considering the long run~ to decline in 
January 1971~ although limited increases in certain statistics over figures for 
December 1970 occurred. The number of enemy sighted during the month rose 
slightly to 1~394 from the 1,331 sighted during the previous month. The January 
figure was just overJialf the monthly average (2.568) for i§tO." "Thf,!' eIlemy fired 
46 mortar rounds at friendly positions duringthe'month'a.nda single rocket, the 
47 rounds representing a decrease of two from December., These decreases may 
be attributed to the enemyis forced reversion ,to the guerrilla warfare tactics 
which were prevalent prior to the large scale commitment of North Vietnamese 
Army forces in 1965. The enemy continued in January 1911 to reduce the number 
of his offensive actions using NVA units. concentrating instead on the disruption 
of the GVN pacification effort~ terrorism and the employment of Local Forces. 
Therefore, his overt presence in the lowlands continued to decline significantly. 

The number of enemy sighted by 1st Marine Division Units during 1970 steadily 
dropped throughout the year 1970 as illustrated by the high of 4,425 enemy 
observed in January in comparison to the 2,785 sighted during the latter quarter 
of the year (October, November~ December). This reflects the enemy's overall 
strength decline in the province (See Tab 2-1) and also reveals his reluctance 
to jeopardize his remaining forces. While sightings have begun to increase 
(1,394 in January) slightly due to the passing of the monsoon season and pre­
Tet activity, monthly totals almost certainly will not reach the levels 
observed in 1969 or early 1970. (See Tab 2-6b) 

Enemy efficiency in the employment of mortars has deteriorated as evidenced by 
the inaccurate fire reported by units in the 1st Marine Division TAOR during 
recent months. His mortars have been used primarily as a harassing weapon since 
the enemy has not elected to commit sizable forces in an offensive role. As 
is true of rocket attacks~ mortar attacks are timed to ~oincide with general 
offensive surges. With the e~enditure of on11 66 mortar rounds during 
November and December~ this total represents approximately 2.7% of the number 
of rounds expended throughout 1970 and further illustrates a decrease in enemy 
activity. In January 1971~ 46 mortar rounds were expended indicating no signifi­
cant change in the enemyis employment of mortars. (See Tab 2-6a) 

The use of lob bombs is almost eDtir~y for purpose of harassment. The round, 
composed of a crudely fuzed artillery round or aerial bomb lofted in the general 
direction of a target by a charge of explosive~ may travel as far as 600 meters. 
It is a grossly inaccurate system~ and the round is often a dud. (See Tab 2-6a), 

In order for him to implement his strategy of guerrilla warfare j the enemy has 
continued to employ rockets against area targets 9 a tactic ~ich serves as an 
excellent psychological weapon. Since he has neither the logistical system 
nor combat capability to employ rockets as a medium of close combat support, 
the enemy has utilized rockets as a medium to intimidate the ciyilian population 
and to a lesser degree, FWMAF. The pattern of rocket attacks conforms closely 
to surges and ebbs of the enemyis campaigns. (During the month of January 1970, 
the months of April and May~ and the period August through October, the enemy 
attempted to increase his offensive activity. Consequently~ of the 229 rockets 
that he launched during 1970~ 185 were fired durin£ these three periods). In 
January 1971 the enemy launched 1 rocket in the Division TAOR. 
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ENEMY ACTIVITY WITHIN THE DIVISION TAOR, CALENDAR YEARS 1970/1971

Overall enemy activity continued, when considering the long run, to decline in
January 1971, although limited increases in certain statistics over figures for
December 1970 occurred. The number of enemy sighted during the month rose
slightly to 1,394 from the 1,331 sighted during the previous month. The January
figure was just over half the monthly average (2,568) for 1970. The enemy fired
46 mortar rounds at friendly positions during the month and a single rocket, the
47 rounds representing a decrease of two from December. These decreases may
be attributed to the enemy's forced reversion to the guerrilla warfare tactics
which were prevalent prior to the large scale commitment of North Vietnamese
Army forces in 1965. The enemy continued in January 1971 to reduce the number
of his offensive actions using NVA units, concentrating instead on the disruption
of the GVN pacification effort, terrorism and the employment of Local Forces.
Therefore, his overt presence in the lowlands continued to decline significantly.

The number of enemy sighted by 1st Marine Division Units during 1970 steadily
dropped throughout the year 1970 as illustrated by the high of 4,425 enemy
observed in January in comparison to the 2,785 sighted during the latter quarter
of the year (October, November, December). This reflects the enemy's overall
strength decline in the province (See Tab 2-1) and also reveals his reluctance
to jeopardize his remaining forces. While sightings have begun to increase
(1,394 in January) slightly due to the passing of the monsoon season and pre-
Tet activity, monthly totals almost certainly will not reach the levels
observed in 1969 or early 1970. (See Tab 2-6b)

Enemy efficiency in the employment of mortars has deteriorated as evidenced by
the inaccurate fire reported by units in the 1st Marine Division TAOR during
recent months. His mortars have been used primarily as a harassing weapon since
the enemy has not elected to commit sizable forces in an offensive role. As
is true of rocket attacks, mortar attacks are timed to coincide with general
offensive surges. With the expenditure of only 66 mortar rounds during
November and December, this total represents approximately 2.7% of the number
of rounds expended throughout 1970 and further illustrates a decrease in enemy
activity. In January 1971, 46 mortar rounds were expended indicating no signifi-
cant change in the enemy's employment of mortars. (See Tab 2-6a)

The use of lob bombs is almost entirely for purpose of harassment. The round,
composed of a crudely fuzed artillery round or aerial bomb lofted in the general
direction of a target by a charge of explosive, may travel as far as 600 meters.
It is a grossly inaccurate system, and the round is often a dud. (See Tab 2-6a).

In order for him to implement his strategy of guerrilla warfare, the enemy has
continued to employ rockets against area targets, a tactic which serves as an
excellent psychological weapon. Since he has neither the logistical system
nor combat capability to employ rockets as a medium of close combat support,
the enemy has utilized rockets as a medium to intimidate the civilian population
and to a lesser degree, FWMAF. The pattern of rocket attacks conforms closely
to surges and ebbs of the enemy's campaigns. (During the month of January 1970,
the months of April and May and the period August through October, the enemy
attempted to increase his offensive activity. Consequently, of the 229 rockets
that he launched during 1970, 185 were fired during these three periods). In
January 1971 the enemy launched 1 rocket in the Division TAOR.
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There is no evidence that the effectiveness of enemy rocket units will improve 
in 1971. (See Tab 2-6a) 
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There is no evidence that the effectiveness of enemy rocket units will improve
in 1971. (See Tab 2-6a)

31 JAN 71
CONFIDENTIAL

G-2-6
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

ROCKETS. MORTAR' ROUNDS!. AND LOB BOMBS RECEIVED, CALENDAR YEARS 1970/1971 

The emploYJ:llent ~f '~~~k~t~:" ~;~ta:~s·· ~ii 'i~b' 'b~~b~'-'qy,' ih~' '~~e~,' 'i~" Q~a~g-Nam 
province remained at a low :bevel duriIlg January 1971, during which month 46 
mortar rounds were fired at friendly positions (an increase of five over the 
previous month). a single rocket vas fired (down seven from December). and no 
lob bombs were employed (the second consecutive month). As can be easily seen~ 
mortar rounds continue to be~ by far, the largest medium of enemy firepower~ 
but mortar attacks are primarily hara8sing.~~ nature and are rarely followed 
by infantry or sapp~r exploitation. 

Enemy employment of rockets during 1970 varied from a high during April. when 
58 were expended~ to two months (March and July) in which no rockets were 
fired in Quang Nam Province. Rocket attacks have been directed primarily 
against Danang and its environs~ and while they frequently are planned for 
periods of low lunar illumination, the enemyqs ability to launch such attacks 
is largely governed by his ability to avoid FWMAF/ARVN detection while attempt­
ing to establish launch sites. Preemptive small unit operations in the 
"Danang llocket Belt" have contributed significantly toward denying the enemy 
sufficieot opportunity to prepare multiple firing positiohs within range of 
lucrative targets. Rockets have also been emploled recently against Hill 52 
and Thuong Duc Ranger Border Defense Camp~ both located in the Thuong Duc 
Corridor. By virtue of occupying ~ominant terrain. the enemy has a higher 
degree of selectivity in choosing tiring sites within this area~ however, the 
inherent inaccuracy of this weapon renders it relatively ineffective when 
fired in small quantities. When afforded the opportunitys the enemy will 
continue to fire rockets in small numbers, and employment in 1971 will probably 
reflect a low l~vel of intensity similar to that observed in 1970. Tab 2-6 
also discusses enemy rocket employment. 

Enemy employment of mortars during 1970 commenced with a high of 621 rounds 
expended in January 1970 followed by a steady decline that resulted in a mere 
25 and 41 rounds fired during November and December~ respectively. From 
January through December the average monthly expenditure has been 85 rounds 
per month. This is in consonance with the evidence of declining enemy activity 
throughout the province; friendly small unit operations have denied the enemy 
opportunity to conduct sustained barrages without detection~ consequently the 
mortar team must resort to shoI,t-duration employment and resultant ineffective­
ness. Although local shortages of mortar rounds are apparent in some instances, 
this e!tUle!on usually results from logistic interdiction by FWMAF/ARVN Forces 
and does not necessarily reflect a province-wide ordnance shortage. Mortar 
tubes, while sufficient in quantity, are considered too valuable to risk 
capture and therefore are employed sparingly. In the f"reseeable future~ the 
enemy can be expected to employ his mortars in a cautious fashion~ choosing 
to .jeopardize neither men nor weapons for the sake of limited results. MQrtar 
attacks are predicted to remain harassing in nature. Additional comments. on 
enemy mortar employment are contained in Tab 2-6. 

Employment of lob bombs during the past thirteen months has varied from a high 
during June, when 27 were expended g to four months (February, April~ and 

(continued on preceding page) 
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ROCKETS, MORTAR ROUNDS. AND LOB BOMBS RECEIVED, CALENDAR YEARS 1970/1971

The employment of rockets, mortars and lob bombs by the enemy in Quang Nam
province remained at a low level during January 1971, during which month 46
mortar rounds were fired at friendly positions (an increase of five over the
previous month), a single rocket was fired (down seven from December), and no
lob bombs were employed (the second consecutive month). As can be easily seen,
mortar rounds continue to be, by far, the largest medium of enemy firepower,
but mortar attacks are primarily harassing in nature and are rarely followed
by infantry or sapper exploitation.

Enemy employment of rockets during 1970 varied from a high during April, when
58 were expended, to two months (March and July) in which no rockets were
fired in Quang Nam Province. Rocket attacks have been directed primarily
against Danang and its environs, and while they frequently are planned for
periods of low lunar illumination, the enemy's ability to launch such attacks
is largely governed by his ability to avoid FWMAF/ARVN detection while attempt-
ing to establish launch sites. Preemptive small unit operations in the
"Danang Rocket Belt" have contributed significantly toward denying the enemy
sufficient opportunity to prepare multiple firing positions within range of
lucrative targets. Rockets have also been employed recently against Hill 52
and Thuong Duc Ranger Border Defense Camp, both located in the Thuong Duc
Corridor. By virtue of occupying dominant terrain, the enemy has a higher
degree of selectivity in choosing firing sites within this area, however, the
inherent inaccuracy of this weapon renders it relatively ineffective when
fired in small quantities. When afforded the opportunity, the enemy will
continue to fire rockets in small numbers, and employment in 1971 will probably
reflect a low level of intensity similar to that observed in 1970. Tab 2-6
also discusses enemy rocket employment.

Enemy employment of mortars during 1970 commenced with a high of 621 rounds
expended in January 1970 followed by a steady decline that resulted in a mere
25 and 41 rounds fired during November and December, respectively. From
January through December the average monthly expenditure has been 85 rounds
per month. This is in consonance with the evidence of declining enemy activity
throughout the province; friendly small unit operations have denied the enemy
opportunity to conduct sustained barrages without detection, consequently the
mortar team must resort to short-duration employment and resultant ineffective-
ness. Although local shortages of mortar rounds are apparent in some instances,

usually results from logistic interdiction by FWMAF/ARVN Forcesthis
does not necessarily reflect a province-wide ordnance shortage. Mortarand

tubes, while sufficient in quantity, are considered too valuable to risk
capture and therefore are employed sparingly. In the foreseeable future, the
enemy can be expected to employ his mortars in a cautious fashion, choosing
to jeopardize neither men nor weapons for the sake of limited results. Mortar
attacks are predicted to remain harassing in nature. Additional comments on
enemy mortar employment are contained in Tab 2-6.

Employment of lob bombs during the past thirteen months has varied from a high
during June, when 27 were expended, to four months (February, April, and
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December 1970 and January 1971) in which no lob bombs were utilized in Quang 
Nam Province. As portrayed by the graph, the only pattern in evidence is a ~ 
usage that appears to vary in inverse proportion to the expenditure of rock&ts 
or mortar rounds, thereby superficially indicating a "gap tiller" weapon en­
countered during periods when conventional stand-off attacks by fire have 
declined. Despite such a pattern, there is no amplifYing eviience to support 
this trend, and it is generally concluded that lob bombs are employed in 
random fashion by guerrilla rorces. Alt~ough this crude yeapon lends little 
to the enemy's supporting arms capabili~, it·will probably continue to be 
employed infrequently by guerrillas as a narassing techn~ue. Tab 2-6 also 
addresses lob bomb employment. 
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December 1970 and January 1971) in which no lob bombs were utilized in Quang
Nam Province. As portrayed by the graph, the only pattern in evidence is a
usage that appears to vary in inverse proportion to the expenditure of rockets
or mortar rounds, thereby superficially indicating a "gap filler" weapon en-
countered during periods when conventional stand-off attacks by fire have
declined. Despite such a pattern, there is no amplifying evidence to support
this trend, and it is generally concluded that lob bombs are employed in
random fashion by guerrilla forces. Although this crude weapon lends little
to the enemy's supporting arms capability, it will probably continue to be
employed infrequently by guerrillas as a harassing technique. Tab 2-6 also
addresses lob bomb employment.
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1ST KAIIRI'DIVISIOR' (UDf), ROCmS,XOlTAR ROUNDS AND LOB BOMBS RECEIVED 

DURING ENEMY ATTACKS BY FIRE, CALENDAR' !'EARS 197011971 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN) ROCKETS, MORTAR ROUNDS AND LOB BOMBS RECEIVED

DURING ENEMY ATTACKS BY FIRE, CALENDAR YEARS 1970/1971
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ENEMY SIGHTED VS ENEMY KIA/ORDNANCE REClly#D, CALENDAR . YEARS 1910/1971 

The total number of enemy sighted in Januart 1kfl 'Wt\s 19394~ but~ altho1J8ll it 
represented an increase over December's 1.331, this figure remained well below 
the 1970 monthly average of 2~6~8. As the monsoon season faded out in January 
19719 sightings increased slightlYt however it is not anticipated that they 
will return to the level observed in early 1970~ because the overall enemy 
strength in the province has continued to decline (See Tab 2-1). January also 
saw a total of 46 mortar rounds and one rocket expended by the enemy (See Tab 
2-6a) and 211 of his soldiers killed (See Tab 3-3a). 

The number of enemy sighted monthly throughout the Division TAOR declined ratber 
steadily throughout 1970. This decline is attributed to the enemy's reluctance 
to commit NVA or MF units in the lowlands because oft or in addition to~ his 
deteriorating strength. Adverse weather and inundation during the Northeast 
Monsoon (See Tab 2-5) also hampered enemy movement 9 thereby accounting for the 
low sighting totals in October and November (878 and 576,respectively). 

Concurrent with the diminishing number of sightings, enemy ordnance expenditure 
(rockets 9 mortar rounds, lob bombs) likewise declined throughout 1970. While 
the enemr expended 658 assorted rounds in January 19709 only 49 and 47 rounds 
wer~ expended in December 1970 and January 1971. respectively. Reasons for 
thi& markedly reduced expenditure are largely attributed to the same reasons 4It 
cited above. A more detailed evaluation of the enemy's ordnance expenditure 
is inc~rporated as Tab 2-6a. 

As sightings and other evidence of enemy activit1 decreased j there has been a 
co~ensurate decline in ene~ K~'s. There was an appre~able and steady 
reduction in the intensity of combat in Quang Nam Province during 1970. and 
it is apparent that the enemy chose to avoid contact in order to conserve forces 
that have already suffered heavy attrition. The present low level of enemy 
activity is expected to continue in 1971 as the enemy's efforts are directed 
toward rebuilding a depleted infrastructure and procuring food for residual 
NVA and MF units. 
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ENEMY SIGHTED VS ENEMY KIA/ORDNANCE RECEIVED, CALENDAR YEARS 1970/1971

The total number of enemy sighted in January 1971 WAS 1,394, but, although it
represented an increase over December's 1,331, this figure remained well below
the 1970 monthly average of 2,688. As the monsoon season faded out in January
1971, sightings increased slightly, however it is not anticipated that they
will return to the level observed in early 1970, because the overall enemy
strength in the province has continued to decline (See Tab 2-1). January also
saw a total of 46 mortar rounds and one rocket expended by the enemy (See Tab
2-6a) and 211 of his soldiers killed (See Tab 3-3a).

The number of enemy sighted monthly throughout the Division TAOR declined rather
steadily throughout 1970. This decline is attributed to the enemy's reluctance
to commit NVA or MF units in the lowlands because of, or in addition to, his
deteriorating strength. Adverse weather and inundation during the Northeast
Monsoon (See Tab 2-5) also hampered enemy movement, thereby accounting for the
low sighting totals in October and November (878 and 576, respectively).

Concurrent with the diminishing number of sightings, enemy ordnance expenditure
(rockets, mortar rounds, lob bombs) likewise declined throughout 1970. While
the enemy expended 658 assorted rounds in January 1970, only 49 and 47 rounds
were expended in December 1970 and January 1971, respectively. Reasons for
this markedly reduced expenditure are largely attributed to the same reasons
cited above. A more detailed evaluation of the enemy's ordnance expenditure
is incorporated as Tab 2-6a.

As sightings and other evidence of enemy activity decreased, there has been a
commensurate decline in enemy KIA's. There was an appreciable and steady
reduction in the intensity of combat in Quang Nam Province during 1970, and
it is apparent that the enemy chose to avoid contact in order to conserve forces
that have already suffered heavy attrition. The present low level of enemy
activity is expected to continue in 1971 as the enemy's efforts are directed
toward rebuilding a depleted infrastructure and procuring food for residual
NVA and MF units.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN) EMENT SIGHTED. CALEND YEAR 1970/1971

ENERY KIAENEMY ORDNANCE RECEIVEDENEMY SIGHTED1970
ENEMY ORDNANCE RECEIVED1971 ENEMY SIGHTED ENEMY KIA
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12004600

11004400

10004000

9003600

8003200

7002800

6002400

5002000

4001600

3001200

200800

100400

0 Oo

DEC TOTALNOVAUG - SEP OCTJULJUNMAYMAR APRFEBJAN
576878137422942390 1955 30.8193651 1331379037354423170 EN ST 4425
34135 164154 2.73549332 823143181833N ORDE 292658

150 115154283 162 5.2254145116046154737231022SN KIA

1. 394)1394EN SIG
( 47)EN ORDN 47
( (211)211EN KIA

31 JAN 71

CONFIDENTIAL
G-2-6b

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

G.,;,3 'OVERVIEW 

January 1971 saw a minor upsurge in both friendly and enemy activity in the 
1st Marine Division Area of Operations. Most indicators considered in this 
section showed in increase over those recorded in December 1970~ yet when 
one compares JanuaryV s figures with the monthly averages for 1969 or 1970 
(or~ for that matter~ with monthly averages for the last three or six months)j 
the downward trend in activity established over the past 25 months remains 
valid. 

Both friendly and enemy casualties increased slightly in January, with USMC/ 
USN KIA and WIA running 15 and 136 compared to 11 and 125 in December 1970. 
Enemy troops killed in action rose from 162 to 211, while enemy weapons losses 
(virtua.lly the only statistics that experienced declines during the past month) 
dropped from 87 individual and 9 crew-served weapons captured to 80 and 6, 
respectively. 

Mines and booby traps continued to take their toll of Division personnel in 
January. Such devices claimed 72 casualties in January compared to 53 the 
preceding month. The 72 casualties were caused by the detonation of 37 devices, 
while 116 mines or booby traps were found and rendered harmless by Division 
troops, resulting in a find/detonation ratio of 3.19:1. The figures for both 
finds and detonations represent increases over Decemger s whereas the 3.l9~~~ 
r~~as the first downturn in that statistic since July 1970. ~ 

Combined Unit Pacification Program (CUFP) units continueds in January 1971, to 
provide a measure of security to over' 31~000 people locate<\ :in some of th"Jllore 
remote hamlets of Quang Nam Province~ even though one of the 22 units was 
disestablished during the month. A price was paid for this securitys since 25 
Marines and Corpsmen were wounded during the month, but CUFP members killed 63 
of the enemy and were responsible for 12 prisoners or Hoi Chanhs (ral1iers). 
The 25 CUFP casualties were a marked increase over the one killed and nine 
wounded in December 9 while the enemy's 63 KIA represented an increase of nine 
over Decemberis 54. 

All stathtics in the areas of supporting a.rms employment and helicopter usage 
(with the single exception of naval gunfire ship-days on station) experienced 
increases. Artillery and Naval gunfire expenditures were up from 26 j 999 artil­
lery rounds and 217 rounds of naval ordnance in December 1970 to 35~400 and 295 
in ~anuary 1971. Aircraft employment in support of the Division included 379 
fighter/attack sorties (up from 333) and 59 431 hours of helicopter flight time 
(up from 4.941)j during which 37~537 passengers and 2s259 tons of cargo were 
carried (up from 35.427 and 1,\999. respectively). 

As was mentioned above. compacison of January's statistics with those of past 
months continues to provide solid evidence of a downward trend in activity in 
the ~vision AO. In addition, similar comparisons can be made in the area of 
relative combat effectiveness. In Table I following January 1971 figures are 
compared to average statistics for the past six months. the six months previous 
to that (January - June 1970) and the twelve months of 1969. 
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G-3 OVERVIEW

January 1971 saw a minor upsurge in both friendly and enemy activity in the
1st Marine Division Area of Operations. Most indicators considered in this
section showed in increase over those recorded in December 1970, yet when
one compares January's figures with the monthly averages for 1969 or 1970
(or, for that matter, with monthly averages for the last three or six months),
the downward trend in activity established over the past 25 months remains
valid.

Both friendly and enemy casualties increased slightly in January, with USMC/
USN KIA and WIA running 15 and 136 compared to 11 and 125 in December 1970.
Enemy troops killed in action rose from 162 to 211, while enemy weapons losses
(virtually the only statistics that experienced declines during the past month)
dropped from 87 individual and 9 crew-served weapons captured to 80 and 6,
respectively.

Mines and booby traps continued to take their toll of Division personnel in
January. Such devices claimed 72 casualties in January compared to 53 the
preceding month. The 72 casualties were caused by the detonation of 37 devices,
while 116 mines or booby traps were found and rendered harmless by Division
troops, resulting in a find/detonation ratio of 3.19:1. The figures for both
finds and detonations represent increases over December, whereas the 3.19:
ratio as the first downturn in that statistic since July 1970.

Combined Unit Pacification Program (CUPP) units continued, in January 1971, to
provide a measure of security to over 31,000 people located in some of the more
remote hamlets of Quang Nam Province, even though one of the 22 units was
disestablished during the month. A price was paid for this security, since 25
Marines and Corpsmen were wounded during the month, but CUPP members killed 63
of the enemy and were responsible for 12 prisoners or Hoi Chanhs (ralliers).
The 25 CUPP casualties were a marked increase over the one killed and nine
wounded in December, while the enemy's 63 KIA represented an increase of nine
over December's 54.

All statistics in the areas of supporting arms employment and helicopter usage
(with the single exception of naval gunfire ship-days on station) experienced
increases. Artillery and Naval gunfire expenditures were up from 26,999 artil-
lery rounds and 217 rounds of naval ordnance in December 1970 to 35,400 and 295
in January 1971. Aircraft employment in support of the Division included 379
fighter/attack sorties (up from 333) and 5,431 hours of helicopter flight time
(up from 4,941), during which 37,537 passengers and 2,259 tons of cargo were
carried (up from 35,427 and 1,999, respectively).

As was mentioned above, comparison of January's statistics with those of past
months continues to provide solid evidence of a downward trend in activity in
the Division AO. In addition, similar comparisons can be made in the area of
relative combat effectiveness. In Table I following January 1971 figures are
compared to average statistics for the past six months, the six months previousto that (January - June 1970) and the twelve months of 1969.
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TABLE I. Comparison of January statistics to those of several previous periods. 

JUL - COMPAR JAl{ ... COMPAR COMPAR 
TITLE - JAN 71 DEC 70 TO JAlf Jt1'rt 70 "TO'm 1969 TO JAN 

Fr KIA 15 20 - 2~ 47 - 68% 88 - 83% 

En KIA 211 213 - 1% 658 - 68% 804 - 74% 

Fr WIA 136 181 - 25% 423 - 68% 774 - 82% 

En IWC 80 76 + 5% 138 - 42% 189 - 58% 

En CSWC 6 6 0% 11 - 45% 20 - 70% 

cupp KIA 0 1 -100% 6 -100% 3 -100% 

CUPP WIA 25 11 +127% 22 + 14% 13 + 92% 

KIA to CUPP 63 21 +200% 25 +152% 20 +215% 

PW/HC to CUPP 12 13 - 8% 16 - 25% 29 - 59% 

M/BT Found 116 112 + 3% 206 - 44% 195 - 41% 

M/BT Deton 37 52 - 29% llO - 66% 107 - 65% 

Ratio FID 3.19 2.18 + 46% 1.86 + 72% 1.83 + 74% 

Arty Exp 35400 73702 - 52% 148490 - 76% 168138 - 79% 

NGF Exp 295 911 - 68% 3393 -- 91% 5501 - 95% 

Ship-Days 3 10 - 70% 25 '- 88% 31 - 90% 

Sorties 379 490 - 23% 937 - 60% 1743 - 78% 

Helo Hours 5431 5895 - 8% 1182 - 24% 8074 - 33% 

Helo Pax 37537 46295 - 19% 6Q&2a - 38% 53335 - 30% 

Helo Cargo 2259 3077 - 27% 4442 - 49% 6551 - 65% 

Perusal of the table above lends credence to the conclusion that most activity 
in the Division AD, both friendly and enemy9 is well below that o~ previous 
months and, additional1Y9 because earlier periods of time have tended to produce 
higher statistics, ~uch decreases have occurred gradually. Furthermore, because 
statistics ref1ecting'favorab1y o~ Division performance tend to be decreasing 
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TABLE I. Comparison of January statistics to those of several previous periods.

JAN L COMPARCOMPARCOMPARJUL -
1969TO JAN TO JANJUN 70TO JANDEC 70JAN 71TITLE

- 83%47 88- 68%- 25%15Fr KIA 20

- 74%804- 68%658- 1%213211En KIA

774 - 82%423 - 68%- 25%136 181Fr WIA

- 58%- 42%+ 5% 1891387680En IWC

- 70%- 45%6 0%6 2011En CSWC

-100%6 -100%-100% 3CUPP KIA 10

+ 14%+127% + 92%1322CUPP WIA 25 11

+215%+200% +152%63 202521KIA to CUPP

- 59%- 25%8% 16PW/HC to CUPP 291312 -

- 41%- 44%206+ 3%116M/BT Found 195112

- 65%- 66%- 29% 107110M/BT Deton 37 52

+ 74%+ 46% 1.831.86 + 72%2.18Ratio F/D 3.19

148490 - 79%168138- 76%- 52%35400 73702Arty Exp

- 95%- 91%- 68% 55013393911295NGF Exp

- 90%a 88%- 70% 312510Ship-Days 3

- 78%1743- 60%490 - 23% 937379Sorties

8074 - 33%- 24%- 8%5431 71825895Helo Hours

6Q823 - 38% - 30%46295 - 19% 5333537537Helo Pax

4442 6551 - 65%- 49%- 27%30772259Helo Cargo

Perusal of the table above lends credence to the conclusion that most activity
in the Division AO, both friendly and enemy, is well below that of previous
months and, additionally, because earlier periods of time have tended to produce
higher statistics, such decreases have occurred gradually. Furthermore, because
statistics reflecting favorably on Division performance tend to be decreasing
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less rapidly than adverse data (e.g. enemy KIA in January 1971 are down only 
1% from the average for the previous six months and enemy individual weapons 
captured have actual~creased 5%, while friendly KIA have decreased 25%), 
the excellent relative combat effectiveness of the Division appears to continue 
to improve. 

Although the next fe~.weeks will surely be marked by a turbulence rendering 
prediction a chancy undertaking t the Division should, in all circumstances, 
continue to maintain its excellent combat record. 
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less rapidly than adverse data (e.g. enemy KIA in January 1971 are down only
1% from the average for the previous six months and enemy individual weapons
captured have actually Increased 5% while friendly KIA have decreased 25%),
the excellent relative combat effectiveness of the Division appears to continue
to improve.

Although the next few weeks will surely be marked by a turbulence rendering
prediction a chancy undertaking, the Division should, in all circumstances,
continue to maintain its excellent combat record.
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FRIENDLY CASUALTIES 
~ . ,. _. - . , .. , ~ 

During January 1971, friendly casualties increa~ed sligntly over December 1970 
totals" In January,. 15 Marines were,killed and 136 wounded in action compared 
to 11 killed and 125 wounded in December 1970. This increase reflects the up­
surge in enemy activity brought on by the virtual end of the rainy season and 
the traditional increase in activity associated with the Lunar New Year. How­
ever~when January's figures are compared to the average monthly figures for 
1910 r~2 killed and 302 wounded per month) and for 1969 (88 killed and 774 
wounded per month) 9 it is apparent that the casualty trend is still definitely 
downward. January 1971 casualty statistics represent a decrease of approximately 
26% from the monthly average for the last half of 1970 9 68% from the first half, 
and about 82% from the average figures for 1969. This gives an indication of 
the progressive nature of the reductions in casualties overall. However~ mines 
and booby traps continued to claim almost 50% of the total casualties (See 
Se~Lion 3-2), as they did throughout 1970. 

At pres~nt~ it is difficult to predict the nature and frequency of future casu­
alties. \1;,.W§sefl may be expected to decline as any redeployments occur~ but the 
intensity of enemy activity is a variable which~ of course~ mus1- be considered. 
If he increases his activity significantly~ it is quite possible that friendly 
casualties would rise. 
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FRIENDLY CASUALTIES

During January 1971, friendly casualties increased slightly over December 1970
totals. In January, 15 Marines were killed and 136 wounded in action compared
to 11 killed and 125 wounded in December 1970. This increase reflects the up-
surge in enemy activity brought on by the virtual end of the rainy season and
the traditional increase in activity associated with the Lunar New Year. How-
ever, when January's figures are compared to the average monthly figures for
1970 (32 killed and 302 wounded per month) and for 1969 (88 killed and 774
wounded per month),9 it is apparent that the casualty trend is still definitely
downward. January 1971 casualty statistics represent a decrease of approximately
26% from the monthly average for the last half of 1970, 68% from the first half,
and about 82% from the average figures for 1969. This gives an indication of
the progressive nature of the reductions in casualties overall. However, mines
and booby traps continued to claim almost 50% of the total casualties (See
Section 3-2), as they did throughout 1970.

At present, it is difficult to predict the nature and frequency of future casu-
alties. Losses may be expected to decline as any redeployments occur, but the
intensity of enemy activity is a variable which, of course, must be considered.
If he increases his activity significantly, it is quite possible that friendly
casualties would rise.

31 JAN 71
CONFIDENTIAL

G-3- /

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

CONF'IDENTIAL 

CUMULATIVE FRIENDLY KILLED IN ACTION. CALENDAR YEA!§ 1969/1910/1911 

Although January 19n produced 15 USMC/USN killed in acti~i an increase of four 
over the 11 killed in Decem1?er 1970, the trend or a decreasing number of friendly 
deatns established ever the past two years remains valid. During 1970 9 an average 
of 34 men were killed per month, while the average for 1969 was 88 per month. 

Of the 15 killed in January, only four died as the result of surprise firing 
devices (See Tab 3-2a) compared to the eight who were killed by booby traps in 
December. However;) this result can be attributed more to chance than to any 
particular design or tI-end. No CUFP Marines were killed during January (See e 
Tab 3-4c). This result ,I""llows from the trend established over the previous 
four months~ during which time period not more than on~~"CUP~ member has been 
killed in any one ,month. 

As discussed in Tab 3~1 ') prediction for the next few weeks is difficult ~ if 
not impcssible. 
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CUMULATIVE FRIENDLY KILLED IN ACTION CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

Although January 1971 produced 15 USMC/USN killed in action, an increase of four
over the 11 killed in December 1970, the trend of a decreasing number of friendly
deatns established over the past two years remains valid. During 1970, an average
of 34 men were killed per month, while the average for 1969 was 88 per month.

Of the 15 killed in January, only four died as the result of surprise firing
devices (See Tab 3-2a) compared to the eight who were killed by booby traps in
December. However, this result can be attributed more to chance than to any
particular design or trend. No CUPP Marines were killed during January (See
Tab 3-4c). This result follows from the trend established over the previous
four months, during which time period not more than one CUPP member has been
killed in any one month.

As discussed in Tab 3-1 prediction for the next few weeks is difficult, if
not impossible.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN) CUMULATIVE USNC KILLED or ACTION, CALENDAR

YEARS 1969/1970/1971
1969 KIA 1970 KIA

1971 KIA

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN AUGJUL SEP OCT NOV DEC1200
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o

FEBJAN MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTAL.

69 KIA 10394 139 10688 63147 3847129 55 42 1.051
% CMD .39 .57 .62.42 .37 .45 .27 .57 .19 .18.13 .36.14

70 KIA 5053 61 2444 51 203319 18 19 40311
% CMD .23 ,20.19 ,21 .09.24.11 .12.17 .14 .15 .09 .16

71 KIA 15 (15)
% CMD .12 ((.12)

31 JAN 71

CONFIDENTIALG-3-la

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CUMULATIVE FRIENDLY WOUNDED IN ACTION. CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1911 

January 1971 saw 136 Division personnel wounded in action 9 an increase of 
eleven over the 125 who were wounded in December 1970. As was the case with 
KIAs~ this casualty rate 9 although an increase over the previous month 9 was 
a de~rease from the average for the )last six months (181) and for the year 
1970 (302) overall~ 'Which~ in turn~ was a significant decline from the 
average for 1969 (774). Therefo-F,e~ the downward trend in battle casualties 
in the 1st Marine Di'fision remains valid. 

Contrary to Janua.ryis experience with KIAs~ h"wever~ were the men wounded e 
by mines or booby tn •. pa ~ or those who were membeIs of CUPPs (Combined Unit 
Pacification Program units). EJC6.~tly hal!' at those men wounded. in January 
1971 became casualties as a result of surprise firing devices (See Tab 3-2a)~ 
and 25 CUFP members 'Were wounded in action during the month~ compared to 
only nine the previous month. (See Tab 3~·4c). 

Casualties (both killed and 'Wounded) shou1d~ in future weeks~ depend largely 
on enemy activitYj theref;)re~ the extent of such casua.lties is difficult to 
predict. 
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CUMULATIVE FRIENDLY WOUNDED IN ACTION, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

January 1971 saw 136 Division personnel wounded in action, an increase of
eleven over the 125 who were wounded in December 1970. As was the case with
KIAs, this casualty rate, although an increase over the previous month, was
a decrease from the average for the past six months (181) and for the year
1970 (302) overall, which, in turn, was a significant decline from the
average for 1969 (774). Therefore, the downward trend in battle casualties
in the 1st Marine Division remains valid.

Contrary to January's experience with KIAs, however were the men wounded
by mines or booby traps, or those who were members of CUPPs (Combined Unit
Pacification Program units). Exactly half of those men wounded in January
1971 became casualties as a result of surprise firing devices (See Tab 3-2a),
and 25 CUPP members were wounded in action during the month, compared to
only nine the previous month. (See Tab 3-4c).

Casualties (both killed and wounded) should, in future weeks, depend largely
on enemy activity; therefore, the extent of such casualties is difficult to
predict.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN), CUMULATIVE USMC WOUNDED IN ACTION, CALENDAR

YEARS 1969/1970/1971

1969 WIA (CUM) 1970 WIA (CUM)
1971 WIA (CUM)

JAN MARFEB APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC12000
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MARFEBJAN MAYAPR JUN AUGJUL SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTAL
69 WIA 763 894 963 842 893 603 30912041199 809 9,286412395
% CHD 3.693.19 3.68 5.064.19 3.80 5.302.57 3.33 1.02 1.28 1.40 3.21

a

170 WIA 404446 392440505 350 267 274 101129 3.625125192
% CMD 1.651.84 1.801.85 1.671.91 1.391.24 1.041.19 1.00.81 1.45

171 WIA 136 (136)
% CMD (1.08)1.08
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MINES AND BOOB'! TRAPS 

As has been established previously~ the level of both f~iendly and enemy 
activity has progressively decreased (See Secti,Jn G-2 and the other Tabs in 
Section G-3), but mines and bocby traps continue to claim a major share of 
the casualties suffered by the Division (as they did thr~ugh0ut 1970). Four 
of the fifteen Marines/Corpsmen killed in action in January 1971 and fully 
one-half of those wounded (68 of 136) were claimed by mines/booby traps. The 
72 surprise firing device casuaLties thus recorded in January represent a 
significant increase over the average of 54 per month for the previous three 
months (October - December 1970) and were the direct result of an increase 
in the number of such devices detonated by Division personnel during the month. 

Be...:ause of the almost one-third increase in det~H!atiJns and a much smaller 
proportional increase in the number of devices found and harmlessly destroyed. 
the ratio of finds to detonations for January 1971 decreased (to 3.19) for the 
first time since July 1970. However» January's ratio was still ..... ell a.bove 
the ratio for the last half of 1970 (2.18:1)5 for 1970 overall (1.96:1)9 and 
for 1969 (1.83:1). 

The enemy's present modus operandi almost dictates that the proportion of 
total casualties caused by surprise firing devices will remain relatively 
large, but the Division continues to pursue a vigorous counter-SFD program~ 
and the ratio of finds to detonations should s in the long run, continue to 
improve. 
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MINES AND BOOBY TRAPS

As has been established previously, the level of both friendly and enemy
activity has progressively decreased (See Section G-2 and the other Tabs in
Section G-3), but mines and booby traps continue to claim a major share of
the casualties suffered by the Division (as they did throughout 1970). Four
of the fifteen Marines/Corpsmen killed in action in January 1971 and fully
one-half of those wounded (68 of 136) were claimed by mines/booby traps. The
72 surprise firing device casualties thus recorded in January represent a
significant increase over the average of 54 per month for the previous three
months (October - December 1970) and were the direct result of an increase
in the number of such devices detonated by Division personnel during the month.

Because of the almost one-third increase in detonations and a much smaller
proportional increase in the number of devices found and harmlessly destroyed,
the ratio of finds to detonations for January 1971 decreased (to 3.19) for the
first time since July 1970. However, January's ratio was still well above
the ratio for the last half of 1970 (2.18:1), for 1970 overall (1.96:1), and
for 1969 (1.83:1).

The enemy's present modus operandi almost dictates that the proportion of
total casualties caused by surprise firing devices will remain relatively
large, but the Division continues to pursue a vigorous counter-SFD program,
and the ratio of finds to detonations should, in the long run, continue to
improve.
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~SUALTIES FROM MINES/BOOBY TRAPS. CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

In Janua.ry 1971 the number of casualties suffered by the Division because of 
the detonation of surprise firing devices increased substantially, from the 
53 in December 1970,to"72. This increase was the first departure from the 
virtually steady situation obtaining in the last three months of 1970 and 
represented a rise of more than 40%, yet January's figure was well below 
the mcnthly average for the last half of that same year (in this same vein~ 
the percentage of Division strength killed or wounded by such devices ha.s 
virtually parallelled actua.l casualties and the same arguments can be mounted). 

The increase in January 1971 discussed above can be attributed to an increasllilJ" 
in the number of mines/booby traps detonated, which rose to 37 from Decembervs 
28 (See Tab 3-2c). This frequency of detonation yielded 1.9 casualties per 
detonation 9 equal to December V s figure and to 'Che annual rate reI" the year A 
1970. • 

In the present volatile situation, with the enemy attempting to mount a 
Spring campaign, predicti.:ms concerning casualties and casualty rates are" 
at best9 risky. However~ the Division's efforts to counter the enemyVs 
surprise firing devices (See Tab 3-2c) should keep casualtie.s reasonably low, 
at worst not exceeding January's relatively high total o 
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CASUALTIES FROM MINES/BOOBY TRAPS, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

In January 1971 the number of casualties suffered by the Division because of
the detonation of surprise firing devices increased substantially, from the
53 in December 1970, to 72. This increase was the first departure from the
virtually steady situation obtaining in the last three months of 1970 and
represented a rise of more than 40%, yet January's figure was well below
the monthly average for the last half of that same year (in this same vein,
the percentage of Division strength killed or wounded by such devices has
virtually parallelled actual casualties and the same arguments can be mounted).

The increase in January 1971 discussed above can be attributed to an increase
in the number of mines/bocby traps detonated, which rose to 37 from December's
28 (See Tab 3-2c). This frequency of detonation yielded 1.9 casualties per
detonation, equal to December's figure and to the annual rate for the year
1970.

In the present volatile situation, with the enemy attempting to mount a
Spring campaign, predictions concerning casualties and casualty rates are,
at best, risky. However, the Division's efforts to counter the enemy's
surprise firing devices (See Tab 3-2c) should keep casualties reasonably low,
at worst not exceeding January's relatively high total.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN) , CUMULATIVE CASUALTIES BY MINES/BOOBY TRAPS,

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

1970 CASUALTIES (CUM)1969 CASUALTIES (CUM)
1971 CASUALTIES (CUM)
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PERCENTAGE OF MINE/BOOBY TRAP CASUALTIES TO TOTAL CASUALTIES. 

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

January 1971 produced 72 casualties from mines/booby traps which, when 
taken with the total number of casualties suffered by the Division during 
the month. further produced a mine/booby trap percentage of 47.6%. This 
percentage, although an increase over the figure for December 1970 (39.0%)~ 
conforms very closely to the annual percentage for 1970 (46.4%). 

Fairly drastic changes in this percentage may be expected from month to 
month because the absolute numbers with which we are dealing have been 
greatly reduced from those obtaining in 1969 and the first half of 1970. 
For example, frDm January through June 1970, total casualties each month 
exceeded 400 and the percentage caused by surprise firing devices varied ~ 
from 35.1% to 49.4%, a range of 14.3 percentage points. The last half of ,., 
1970, on the other hand, was marked by total casualties well below 400 
and the percentage ranged from 36.8% to 62.2% s a range ·,:)f 25.4 percentage 
points. 

Total casualties in the future should continue to occur at the present 
relatively reduced rate and therefore, the casualties from mines and boobl 
traps will be difficult to predict. However, because much of Division ac­
tivity will be in the lowlands in future weeks (where surprise firing devices 
are more likely to be emplaced), a mean percentage in excess of 50% is pro.,.,:;.<", 
jected. "1""''';' 
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PERCENTAGE OF MINE/BOOBY TRAP CASUALTIES TO TOTAL CASUALTIES,

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

January 1971 produced 72 casualties from mines/booby traps which, when
taken with the total number of casualties suffered by the Division during
the month, further produced a mine/booby trap percentage of 47.6% This
percentage, although an increase over the figure for December 1970 (39.0%),
conforms very closely to the annual percentage for 1970 (46.4%).

Fairly drastic changes in this percentage may be expected from month to
month because the absolute numbers with which we are dealing have been
greatly reduced from those obtaining in 1969 and the first half of 1970.
For example, from January through June 1970, total casualties each month
exceeded 400 and the percentage caused by surprise firing devices varied
from 35.1% to 49.4% a range of 14.3 percentage points. The last half of
1970, on the other hand, was marked by total casualties well below 400
and the percentage ranged from 36.8% to 62.2% a range of 25.4 percentage
points.

Total casualties in the future should continue to occur at the present
relatively reduced rate and therefore, the casualties from mines and booby
traps will be difficult to predict. However, because much of Division ac-
tivity will be in the lowlands in future weeks (where surprise firing devices
are more likely to be emplaced), a mean percentage in excess of 50% is pro
jected.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN) MINE AND BOOBY TRAP CASUALTIES EXPRESSED AS

A PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL CASUALTIES, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

1960 PERCENTAGE 1970 PERCENTAGE
1971 PERCENTAGE
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COMPARISON OF MINES/BOOBY TRAPS FOUND TO THOSE DETONATED? 

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1911 

As the first month in 1971 ends~ we find that the ratio of surprise firing 
devices dis~overed and destr~yed to those detonated with casualties decreased 
from December 1970's record (for the 25 months considered herein) high ratio 
of 4.00:1 to Janu~ryVs 3.19~1~ c0mput,d using 116 nnds and 37 detonations. 
Both of these la.st two figures were increases from December V s 112 and 280 
It should be notedi, hcwever~ that 3.19:1 is still significantly higher than 
semi~a.nnual ratio 1'or the last half of 1970 of 2.18:1 and the annual.""rat1os 
of 1.96~1 for 1970 and 1.83;1 for 1969~ indicating that a generally increasing 
trend remains in effect. e 
The increasing trend established early in 1970 is reinforced by the vigorous 
counter-SFD progra.m pursued by the Divisionlj including a resident Mine Warfare 
School presenting a week-long course of instT'Uction ii a conta.ct team travelling 
to the several Division units to familiarize the unit members with the techniques 
of discovery and avoidance ,::,f' surprise firing de'ltie;es" and tlie extensive use 
~f dogs, as well as ~l~se co~uand attention. 

Because of these eft'c:rts \I the detonation of surp:r"ise firing devices should 
decrease in the future. but. of' course, such a de~rease is dependent upon the 
enemyVs actions and the attention paid to the problem by both the individual 
Marine and his commander. 
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COMPARISON OF MINES/BOOBY TRAPS FOUND TO THOSE DETONATED,

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

As the first month in 1971 ends, we find that the ratio of surprise firing
devices discovered and destroyed to those detonated with casualties decreased
from December 1970's record (for the 25 months considered herein) high ratio
of 4.00:1 to January's 3.19:1, computed using 116 finds and 37 detonations.
Both of these last two figures were increases from December's 112 and 28.
It should be noted however, that 3.19:1 is still significantly higher than
semi-annual ratio for the last half of 1970 of 2.18:1 and the annual ratios
of 1.96:1 for 1970 and 1.83.1 for 1969, indicating that a generally increasing
trend remains in effect.

The increasing trend established early in 1970 is reinforced by the vigorous
counter-SFD program pursued by the Division, including a resident Mine Warfare
School presenting a week-long course of instruction, a contact team travelling
to the several Division units to familiarize the unit members with the techniques
of discovery and avoidance of surprise firing devices, and the extensive use
of dogs, as well as close command attention.

Because of these efforts, the detonation of surprise firing devices should
decrease in the future, but, of course, such a decrease is dependent upon the
enemy's actions and the attention paid to the problem by both the individual
Marine and his commander.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN) 9 RATIO OF MINES AND BOOBY TRAPS FOUND TO

MINES AND BOOBY TRAPS DETONATED, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971
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ENEMY LOSSES 

January 1970 produced 211 enemy soldiers killed in action~ and the loss 01 
80 of his individual and 6 of his crew-served weapons. The KIA figure 
represents a increase over the 162 killed in December 1970, while both the 
weapons figures are decreases from the 87 individual and 9 crew~served 
weapons he lost in December. However~ comparison ot January's figures with \ 
the averages for the last six months of 1970 of 213 killed~ 76 individual 
weapons captured and 6 crew-served weapons captured show that the former 
figures approximate ~lose1y the latter. 

Comparison of the changes in enemy losses to the changes in friendly losses 
(See Tab 3-1) reflects favorably on the Division in the area of relative 
combat effectiveness. Using as a bd.se the last half of 1970 (monthly 
averages)9 one sees that friendly KIA have decreased by 33% (20 to 15) and 
friendly WIA have decreased by 25% (181 to 136) t while enemy KIA have fallen 
by only 1% (213 to 21l)j crew-served weapons captured are equal (6 to 6) and 
individual weapons captured have actually increased (76 to 80). Additionally, 
Januaryis 3.19:1 ratio of mine/booby trap finds to detonations represents an 
increase over the July - December 1970 semi-annual ratio of 2.18~1, tending 
to reinforce the evidence of the constantly improving combe.t efficieney of 
the Division. 
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ENEMY LOSSES

January 1970 produced 211 enemy soldiers killed in action, and the loss of
80 of his individual and 6 of his crew-served weapons. The KIA figure
represents a increase over the 162 killed in December 1970, while both the
weapons figures are decreases from the 87 individual and 9 crew-served
weapons he lost in December. However, comparison of January's figures with
the averages for the last six months of 1970 of 213 killed, 76 individual
weapons captured and 6 crew-served weapons captured show that the former
figures approximate closely the latter.

Comparison of the changes in enemy losses to the changes in friendly losses
(See Tab 3-1) reflects favorably on the Division in the area of relative
combat effectiveness, Using as a base the last half of 1970 (monthly
averages) one sees that friendly KIA have decreased by 33% (20 to 15) and
friendly WIA have decreased by 25% (181 to 136), while enemy KIA have fallen
by only 1% (213 to 211), crew-served weapons captured are equal (6 to 6) and
individual weapons captured have actually increased (76 to 80). Additionally,
January's 3.19:1 ratio of mine/booby trap finds to detonations represents an
increase over the July - December 1970 semi-annual ratio of 2.18:1, tending
to reinforce the evidence of the constantly improving combat efficiency of
the Division.
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CUMULATIVE ENEMY KILLED IN ACTION. CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

The enemy lost a tot:al .;)f 211 men killed in action during January 1971 compared 
to the 162 he ~ost in December 1970~ an increase at just over 30%. Over the 
same period 9 friendly KIA increased from 11 to l5~ a. jump of some 36%. These 
figures ~ used to constru~t a 'ikil1 ratioll, convert to a ratio Of just under 
15 enemy tJ each l'riendly KIA ror December and just over 14 t::J one for January, 
a very slight decrease. However~ if one computes the ratio for the last six 
months of 19'70 (under 11 to one)" we se~ "that this stat:lnic is progressing _ 
favorably tor the Divisi.:n. _ 

The m.:Jnber of enemy ~e.sualtles in the future will depend almcst entirely upon 
his own actions. If he exposes himself to observation or attempts to press 
ground attacks on friendly positio~'ls, he must expect to iose a number of 
troops. However~ if he continues the more or less covert method of operation, 
his casualties should rema.in in the vicinity of 200 or less per month. 
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CUMULATIVE ENEMY KILLED IN ACTION, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

The enemy lost a total of 211 men killed in action during January 1971 comparedto the 162 he lost in December 1970, an increase of just over 30% Over the
same period, friendly KIA increased from 11 to 15, & jump of some 36% These
figures, used to construct a "kill ratio", convert to a ratio of just under
15 enemy to each friendly KIA for December and just over 14 to one for January,a very slight decrease. However, if one computes the ratio for the last six
months of 1970 (under 11 to one), we see that this statistic is progressing
favorably for the Division.

The number of enemy casualties in the future will depend almost entirely uponhis own actions. If he exposes himself to observation or attempts to press
ground attacks on friendly positions, he must expect to lose a number of
troops. However, if he continues the more or less covert method of operation,his casualties should remain in the vicinity of 200 or less per month.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN), CUMULATIVE ENEMY KILLED IN ACTION, CALENDAR

YEARS 1969/1970/1971
1970 ENEMY KIA1969 ENEMY KIA

1971 ENEMY KIA
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CUMULATIVE ENEMY INDIVIDUAL/CREW~SERV1:D WEAP0NS CAPTURED 

CALENDER YEARS 1969/19'70li971 

In J!ii.nuary 1911~ the enemy lO:3t 60 individual and 6 crew-served weapons~ a 
figure lesil than the 19'70 monthly averages. The enemy l,.:;st an average of 107 
individual and 9 crew-served weapons monthly through 19,O~ compared to monthly 
average of 190 and 20 in 19699 representing decreases of 44% and 56%, respec-
ti vely. When these figures are compar"ed to the reduction in enemy KIA of 46% 
(See Tab 3-3d) 9 it is a.pparent that the enemy was more su~cessfu1 at conserYin .. 
crew~served weapons tha.n he was his soldiers v lives. This could indicate eith. 
the enemyVs inability t~ equip propeTly his troops or his unwillingness to 
jecpardize ~recious wea:p~so Another possible expla.rlation is 'that a number 
of the groups of enemy engaged in 1970 were resupply parties including a. 
sizable percentage cf unarmed bearers. The trend toward a luwer number of 
enemy weapons Ivsses is expectedt,;) continue during the rema.inder of 1971. 
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CUMULATIVE ENEMY INDIVIDUAL/CREW-SERVED WEAPONS CAPTURED

CALENDER YEARS 1969/1970/1971

In January 1971, the enemy lost 80 individual and 6 crew-served weapons, a
figure less than the 1970 monthly averages. The enemy lost an average of 107
individual and 9 crew-served weapons monthly through 1970, compared to monthly
average of 190 and 20 in 1969, representing decreases of 44% and 56%, respec-
tively. When these figures are compared to the reduction in enemy KIA of 46%
(See Tab 3-3a), it is apparent that the enemy was more successful at conserving
crew-served weapons than he was his soldiers' lives. This could indicate eith
the enemy's inability to equip properly his troops or his unwillingness to

jespardize precious weapons. Another possible explanation is that & number
of the groups of enemy engaged in 1970 were resupply parties including a
sizable percentage of unarmed bearers. The trend toward a lower number of
enemy weapons losses is expected to continue during the remainder of 1971.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN), CUMULATIVE INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS CAPTURED,

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971
1969 IWO 1970 IWC

1971 IWC
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1969
EN IWC 216 230422 87162221 256174 81194 2.268111 114

1970
EN IWC 206 6883 208 146 55 58122 60115 8772 1,280

1971
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN) a SUMULATIVE GIRRY-SERVED WEAPONS CAPTURED,

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971
1970 CSWC1969 CSWC

1971 CSWC
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COMBINED UNIT PACIFICATION PROGRAM 

During January 1971, combat action involving Combined Unit Pacification 
Program (CUFP) units continued at the high level experienced during December 
1970. In the 5th Marines Golf Cupp Area, aggressive patrol and alert ambush 
activities accounted for 63 NVA/VC killed in action ( an increase of nine over 
the number recorded in December), two enemy captured and tea'ra11iers under 
the Chieu Hoi program. The majority of the sharp fightl1)g again took p1aee 
west of Baldy Combat Base in the Phu Huong CST 1146) .. ~rea. During the period 
12- 22 January~ Golf CUFP 6, supported extensively b1~armed helicopters, 
killed 36 enemy without sustaining a single casualty. However, tbe CUFP units' 
success during the month was not without its price, as 25 CUFP members were 
wounded in January. 

Since its inception in November 1969~ CUFP has brought an increased measure 
of security to over 31,000 Vietnamese people, providing an atmosphere for 
growth of GVN strength in heretofore VC-dominated regions. Composed of Marine 
infantry squads integrated with Vietnamese Regional or Popular Force platoons, 
there are currently 21 CUPPs performing their mission in a like number of 
hamlets. Initially assigned to marginally secure or insecure hamlets (rated 
C or below on the Hamlet Evaluation System scale), these CUFP units form a viable 
screen behind which pacification and rural development can flourish at the grass 
roots level of Vietnamese society. There are over two Marine rifle companies 
assigned to the CUFP mission with a strength of 502 Marines and corpsmen, While 
there has been no reduction to date in the number of CUFP units because of 

redeployment, a schedule for the disestablishment- of certain CUFP units has been 
approved and will be executed shortly. (See Tab 3-4b) 
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COMBINED UNIT PACIFICATION PROGRAM

During January 1971, combat action involving Combined Unit Pacification

Program (CUPP) units continued at the high level experienced during December

1970. In the 5th Marines Golf Cupp Area, aggressive patrol and alert ambush
activities accounted for 63 NVA/VC killed in action ( an increase of nine over
the number recorded in December), two enemy captured and ten ralliers under
the Chieu Hoi program. The majority of the sharp fighting again took place
west of Baldy Combat Base in the Phu Huong (BT 1146) area. During the period
12 - 22 January, Golf CUPP 6, supported extensively by armed helicopters,
killed 36 enemy without sustaining a single casualty. However, the CUPP units'
success during the month was not without its price, as 25 CUPP members were
wounded in January.

Since its inception in November 1969, CUPP has brought an increased measure
of security to over 31,000 Vietnamese people, providing an atmosphere for

growth of GVN strength in heretofore VC-dominated regions. Composed of Marine
infantry squads integrated with Vietnamese Regional or Popular Force platoons,
there are currently 21 CUPPs performing their mission in a like number of
hamlets. Initially assigned to marginally secure or insecure hamlets (rated
C or below on the Hamlet Evaluation System scale), these CUPP units form a viable
screen behind which pacification and rural development can flourish at the grass
roots level of Vietnamese society. There are over two Marine rifle companies
assigned to the CUPP mission with a strength of 502 Marines and corpsmen, While
there has been no reduction to date in the number of CUPP units because of
redeployment, a schedule for the disestablishment of certain CUPP units has been

approved and will be executed shortly. (See Tab 3-4b)
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HAMLET POPULATION UNDER CUFP INFLUENCE. AND INCREASE IN POPULATION 

IN SECURE HAMLETS s CALENDAR YEARS 1269/1970jl971 

During January 1971g the Chau Son CUFP unitj located one mile south of Hill 
55 g was disesta.blished. The effect on the population resulting from the 
disestablishment of this CUFP unit on 9 January was negligible~ as but 110 
Vietnamese resided in· that sparsely populated hamlet region. While no furtherA 
expanaion of the Combined Unit Pacification Program is ccntemplated 9 the .., 
mantle of securitv by the presence of CUFP units is expected to spread to 
encompass additional civilians~ abbeit -at a moderate rate. 
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HAMLET POPULATION UNDER CUPP INFLUENCE, AND INCREASE IN POPULATION

IN SECURE HAMLETS CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

During January 1971, the Chau Son CUPP unit, located one mile south of Hill

55, was disestablished. The effect on the population resulting from the
disestablishment of this CUPP unit on 9 January was negligible, as but 110
Vietnamese resided in that sparsely populated hamlet region. While no further

expansion of the Combined Unit Pacification Program is contemplated, the
mantle of security by the presence of CUPP units is expected to spread to

encompass additional civilians, abbeit at a moderate rate.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN). HAMLET POPULATION UNDER CUPP INFLUENCE AND

INCREASE IN POPULATION IN SECURE HAMLETS, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970
1969 UNDER INFLUENCE (CUM) 1970 UNDER INFLUENCE (CUM)

SCTY INCREASED (CUM) SCTY INCREASED (CUM)
1971 UNDER INFLUENCE (CUM) 1971 SCTY INCREASED (CUM)
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969
INFLUENCE 50624016
SCTY INCR 1724
CUM INCR 1724
GR TOT INC 1724

1970
INFLUENCE 1888617904 23081 24658 23067 24361 3036130148 31411 28559 3167228391
SCTY INCR 1397 4235 5569 306 -852 3113
CUM INCR 56321397 11201 1065511507 13768
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1971
INFLUENCE 31342
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CUM INCR
GRTOTINC 15492
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SECRET 

CUFF UNITSESTABLISHEDANDPE~C~AGE 9F CATEGORY'COR!EL9WHAMLETS COVERED 

BY CUFP. C.AT~'YEARS 1969/1970/12l1 

One CUFP unit was disestablished daring January 1971 as elements of the 51st 
ARVN Regiment assumed responsibility for the Chau Son area, centered one mile 
southwest of Hill 55. Normally assipd to category C or below hamlets lA 
and B rated hamlets are considered secure with reasonably strong political develop­
ment in progress), CUFP units provide local security while ferreting out the 
remaining VC and VCI and securing vital lines of communications. Over 13,000 
Vietnamese now reside in hamlets upgraded to RES ratings of A and B as a result 
of CUFP influence, of the 21 CUFP platoons in operation, 17 are deployed in 
hamlets graded C or below. Opportunity for further growth of the program has 
been curtailed by the troop redeployments. 

The following schedule has been adopted for the disestBbl1.hment of oertain CUPPS 
because of redeployment: 

UNIT -
2/4/1 
3/3/M 
2/3/M 
1/3/M 
1/4/M 
2/4/M 
3/4/M 
1/2/M 
2/1/M 
3/2/M 
2/2/M 

HAMLET 

QUAN NAM 
RCA YEN 
Plill THUNG 
NHGIA NAM 
PHU HUONG 
LAM PHUNG 
HA NHA 
BICR NAM 
BICH BAC 
THAI CAM 
LE SON 

LOCATIO. 

AT 90Bl 
AT. ~155 A' 9155 
AT 9056 
AT 8251 
AT 8255 
AT 8054 
AT 9963 
AT 9863 
AT 9763 
AT 9865 

C-_3- -I-~ 
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DATE -
ASAP 
15 Feb 71 
15 Feb 71 
15 Feb 71 
15 Mal' 71 
15 Mar 71 
15 Mar 71 
15 Apr 71 
15 Apr 71 
15 Apr 71 
15 Apr 71 
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CUPP UNITS ESTABLISHED AND PERCENTAGE OF CATEGORY C OR BELOW HAMLETS COVERED

BY CUPP, CALENBAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

One CUPP unit was disestablished during January 1971 as elements of the 51st
ARVN Regiment assumed responsibility for the Chau Son area, centered one mile
southwest of Hill 55. Normally assigned to category C or below hamlets (A
and B rated hamlets are considered secure with reasonably strong political develop-
ment in progress), CUPP units provide local security while ferreting out the
remaining VC and VCI and securing vital lines of communications. Over 13,000
Vietnamese now reside in hamlets upgraded to HES ratings of A and B as a result
of CUPP influence; of the 21 CUPP platoons in operation, 17 are deployed in
hamlets graded C or below. Opportunity for further growth of the program has
been curtailed by the troop redeployments.

The following schedule has been adopted for the disestablishment of certain CUPPS
because of redeployment:

UNIT LOCATION DATEHAMLET

2/4/1 AT 9081QUAN NAM ASAP
3/3/M AT 9155HOA YEN 15 Feb 71
2/3/M AT 9155PHU THUNG 15 Feb 71

AT 90561/3/M NHGIA NAM 15 Feb 71
1/4/M AT 8253PHU HUONG 15 Mar 71
2/4/M AT 8255LAM PHUNG 15 Mar 71

AT 80543/4/M HA NHA 15 Mar 71
AT 99631/2/M BICH NAM 15 Apr 71
AT 98632/1/M BICH BAC 15 Apr 71
AT 97633/2/M THAI CAM 15 Apr 71
AT 98652/2/M LE SON 15 Apr 71
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1ST MARINE DIVIS LOA (REIN) CUPP UNITS ESTABLISHED ND % OF CATEGORY C

OR BELOW HAMLETS COVERED BY CUPPS, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970
1970 # OF CUPP UNITS1969 # OF CUPP UNITS

1971 # OF CUPP UNITS

NOV DECOCTSEPAUGJULMAR JUNMAYAPRFEBJAN
24
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0

TOTALDECNOVSEP OCTAUGJUL .JUNMAYAPRMARFEBJAN
969

3 85CUPP ESTB
3 8TOT CUPPS

2.61.61.06 COVRG
2.61.0CUM %

1970
-1 1 143CUPP ESTB 11

2221TOT CUPPS 2219
0.3 4.6-0.33.6 1.0b COVRG
7.26,9CUM % 6.2 7.2

1971
(-1CUPP ESTH -1

T CUPPS 21

( 0)% COVRG
CUM %
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CUFP CASUALTIES VS ENEMY LOSSES TO CUFP 

During January 1971 t 25 CUPP members were wounded (up from 9 the previous month), 
but none were killed~ and CUPPs claimed 63 NVA/VC killed (up from 54 in December 
1970), 2 prisoners and 10 Hoi Chanhs. In ,sharp contrast to the calendar year 
1970 record of CUFP units accounting for but 5.3% of the enemy killed by Division 
units while sustaining 10.4% of the Marines killed, CUFP results for the past 
two months (December and January) include 34% of the Division's kills and 3.8% 
of Marines killed in action. A concerted targetting of CUFF hamlets by the 
enemy during early 1970 in an unsuccessful effort to counter pacification prog~ 
was the primary cause of the seemingly dispropcrtinate sha.re of ca.sua1ties 
during 1970. In recent months, particularly in the 5th Marines Golf CUFpregion j 

CUFF patrols and ambushes have taken a heavy toll of enemy troops. 
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CUPP CASUALTIES VS ENEMY LOSSES TO CUPP

During January 1971, 25 CUPP members were wounded (up from 9 the previous month),
but none were killed, and CUPPs claimed 63 NVA/VC killed (up from 54 in December

1970), 2 prisoners and 10 Hoi Chanhs. In sharp contrast to the calendar year
1970 record of CUPP units accounting for but 5.3% of the enemy killed by Division
units while sustaining 10.4% of the Marines killed, CUPP results for the past
two months (December and January) include 34% of the Division's kills and 3.8%
of Marines killed in action. A concerted targetting of CUPP hamlets by the

enemy during early 1970 in an unsuccessful effort to counter pacification progr
was the primary cause of the seemingly disproportinate share of casualties

during 1970. In recent months, particularly in the 5th Marines Golf CUPP region,
CUPP patrols and ambushes have taken a heavy toll of enemy troops.
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(REIN) CUPP CASUALTIES VS EMMY LOSSES TO CUPP.1ST MARINE DIVIS

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

1969 FRIENDLY LOSSES 1970 FRIENDLY LOSSES
ENEMY LOSSES ENEMY LOSSES

1971 ENEMY LOSSES1971 FRIENDLY LOSSES 0000000
MARJAN FEB MAYAPR JUN JUL AUG OCTSEP NOV DEC480
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FEB MAR AUGMAY JULJUN SEPJAN APR OCT DECNOV TOTAL
69CUPP KIA 3 3

"CUPP WEA 13 13
TOTAL CUHP 16 16

EN KIA 2020
PW/HOI 29 29

TOTAL EN 49 49
7OCUPP KIA 3 33 7 88 2 o5 1 421 1

CUPP WEA 35 5 16311525 19 14 9 710 1959
TOTAL CUHP 263038 238 18 1039 717 11 10 237

20 34 2327EN KIA 12 1725 1523 1911 28054
PW/HOI 6 33523 28 119 942 4 17642

55 2640 3022 2058 19TOTAL EN 48 16 26 45696
0So71CUPPKIA

(25)WIA 25
(25)CUPP 25
(63)63EN AIA
(12)PW/HOT CH 12
(75)TOTAL EN 75
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SUPPORTING ARMS 

The volume of ordnance delivered by supporting arms during the month of 
January 1911, including the number of 1st Marine Aircraft Wing fighter/attack 
sorties flown in support of the Division, increased over comparable statistics 
for December 1970. Artillery ammunition expended rose from 26,999 rounds in 
December to 35 5 400 in January, naval gunfire expenditures from 217 rounds to 
295. and fixed wing sorties from 333 to 319. The lone statistic considered in 
this section that experienced a decline from December to January was the number 
of ship-days on station g which d:rop~ed from fo~to three. The local increases 
listed above are due~ in large measures to an upsurge in enemy manifestations 
(enemy sighted rose from 576 in November to 1~331 in December and 1,394 in 
January) and to a massive attack by fire conducted dur'ing the latter third of 
January (and~ presently~ continuing) designed to deny to the enemy probable 
bases of operation for his pre-Tet and post-Tet activities. 

The local increases outlined above do not reverse the general downward trend 
in tpe employment of fire support established over the past several months. 
Duri~g 1969, artiller.y expenditures, although exhibiting siz,~le fluctuations 
from month to month, demonstrated a relatively level trend in monthly totals 
and averaged approximately 168,000 rounQS per month. The average for 1970 was 
IlljOOO rounds per monthj but the monthly totals for the first half of the 
year were well above that average, while those for the latter half were, ~'I!' ,~ 
generally, well below that average, producing a definite duYnward trend. 
Increases in December 1970 to some 27,000 rounds (from November's two-year low 
of 2l~500) and the aforementioned 35,400 in January affected only slightly the 
trend, which can be attributed to the general decrease in enemy activity (See 
Tab 2-1 and Sub-Section 2-6) and a more selective targetting policy adopted in 
the latter stages of 1970. ' 

Naval gunfire expenditures in support of the Division, after averaging over 
8,000 rounds per month in the Spring of 1969 (Ma~ch - May)g fell rather 
steadily ani ~oduced a 1969 average of 5,500 roun~s per month and a 1970 
average of 2~200. Monthly totals for the past six lIlontos (August 1910 through 
~anuary 1971) have all been well under 1,000 rounds per month~ a continuation 
of the downward trend. This continuing reduction can be attr~buted to a 
massive reduction in the monthly totals of ship-days on station for naval gun-~ 
fire vessels (down by a factor of ten since the earlier months of 1969) which, 
in turn~ has been accompanied by a lack of suitable observed targets in the 
Division AO (See Tab 3-5c). 

The number of fixed wing fighter/attack sorties, after having dr.:>pped precip­
itious1y during- the latter half of 1969 11 levelled off" during the first five 
months of 1970~ decreased gradually until September, and has since remained 
in the range 350 - 500 sorties per month. The large total decrease~xp~<led 
during 1969 and 1970 is a result of reduced 1st Marine Aircraft Wing assets 
due to redeployment, the general decrease in enemy activity and, to a certain 
extent, the unfavorable flying weather occurring during the two rainy seasons 
covered on this report. 

The employment of supporting arms will wax or wane in the near future in 
response to three factors: (1) the intensity of enemy activitY9 (2) the 
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SUPPORTING ARMS

The volume of ordnance delivered by supporting arms during the month of
January 1971, including the number of 1st Marine Aircraft Wing fighter/attack
sorties flown in support of the Division, increased over comparable statistics
for December 1970. Artillery ammunition expended rose from 26,999 rounds in
December to 35,400 in January, naval gunfire expenditures from 217 rounds to
295, and fixed wing sorties from 333 to 379. The lone statistic considered in
this section that experienced a decline from December to January was the number
of ship-days on station, which dropped from four to three. The increaseslocal
listed above are due, in large measure, to an upsurge in enemy manifestations
(enemy sighted rose from 576 in November to 1,331 in December and 1, 394 in
January) and to a massive attack by fire conducted during the latter third of
January (and, presently, continuing) designed to deny to the enemy probable
bases of operation for his pre-Tet and post-Tet activities.

The local increases outlined above do not reverse the general downward trend
in the employment of fire support established over the past several months.
During 1969, artillery expenditures, although exhibiting sizable fluctuations
from month to month, demonstrated a relatively level trend in monthly totals
and averaged approximately 168,000 rounds per month. The average for 1970 was
111,000 rounds per month, but the monthly totals for the first half of the
year were well above that average, while those for the latter half were,
generally, well below that average, producing a definite downward trend.
Increases in December 1970 to some 27,000 rounds (from November's two-year low
of 21,500) and the aforementioned 35,400 in January affected only slightly the
trend, which can be attributed to the general decrease in enemy activity (See
Tab 2-1 and Sub-Section 2-6) and a more selective targetting policy adopted in
the latter stages of 1970.

Naval gunfire expenditures in support of the Division, after averaging over
8,000 rounds per month in the Spring of 1969 (March May), fell rather
steadily and produced a 1969 average of 5,500 rounds per month and a 1970
average of 2,200. Monthly totals for the past six months (August 1970 through
January 1971) have all been well under 1,000 rounds per month, a continuation
of the downward trend. This continuing reduction can be attributed to a
massive reduction in the monthly totals of ship-days on station for naval gun-
fire vessels (down by a factor of ten since the earlier months of 1969) which,
in turn, has been accompanied by a lack of suitable observed targets in the
Division AO (See Tab 3-5c).

The number of fixed wing fighter/attack sorties, after having dropped precip-
itiously during the latter half of 1969, levelled off during the first five
months of 1970, decreased gradually until September, and has since remained
in the range 350 - 500 sorties per month. The large total decrease experienced
during 1969 and 1970 is a result of reduced 1st Marine Aircraft Wing assets
due to redeployment, the general decrease in enemy activity and, to a certain
extent, the unfavorable flying weather occurring during the two rainy seasons
covered on this report.

The employment of supporting arms will wax or wane in the near future in
response to three factors: (1) the intensity of enemy activity, (2) the
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need for fire support "'h;L . .the Vi vision and other allied units ~ and (3) redeploy­
ments as they occur. 
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need for fire support by the Division and other allied units, and (3) redeploy-
ments as they occur.
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ARTILLERY AMMUNITION EXPENDED VS ENEMY SIGHTED, CALENDAR YEARS 1970/1971 

Enemy sightings in January 1971 increased slightly over the number recorded in 
December 1970, 1,394 ~o 1~33l9 while ~unition expenditures increased by more 
th~n 30% (26~999 rounds to 35,400). The small increase in the number of enemy 
sighted may have influenced the relatively large increase in expenditures 9 but 
the chief causative factor was almost certainly an intense attack by fire on 
probable enemy positons in the Charlie Ridge area~ during the course of which 
over 11 ~OOO rounds were fired. Had it not been for the concentrated attack~ 
December and January figures would have probably been similar. 

January's increases in both sightings and expenditures, coming on the heels of 
sizable increases in December. temporarily arrested the downward trend estab­
lished during the first eleven months of 1970, during which time rounds fired 
and enemy sighted fell from 179,000 and 4~40o 1n Jan~y to less than 229000 
and 600 in November ~ respectively. During this perioci ... ·ueither function de- e 
creased uniform1y~ sightings falling in a stepwise fashion while expenditures 
alternated between slight increases and sizable decreases un a month-to-month 
basis. That the two quantities have increased over the past two months is 
most probably due to the step-up in enemy activity traditionally associated 
with the New Year and Tet. 

Expenditures during the coming months wnlb~ strongly affected by impending 
redeployments as well as the level of enemy activity and the frequency of such 
special operations as the attack by fire discussed above. 
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ARTILLERY AMMUNITION EXPENDED VS ENEMY SIGHTED, CALENDAR YEARS 1970/1971

Enemy sightings in January 1971 increased slightly over the number recorded in
December 1970, 1,394 to 1,331, while ammunition expenditures increased by more
than 30% (26,999 rounds to 35,400). The small increase in the number of enemy
sighted may have influenced the relatively large increase in expenditures, but
the chief causative factor was almost certainly an intense attack by fire on
probable enemy positons in the Charlie Ridge area, during the course of which
over 11,000 rounds were fired. Had it not been for the concentrated attack,
December and January figures would have probably been similar.

January's increases in both sightings and expenditures, coming on the heels of
sizable increases in December, temporarily arrested the downward trend estab-
lished during the first eleven months of 1970, during which time rounds fired
and enemy sighted fell from 179,000 and 4,400 in January to less than 22,000
and 600 in November, respectively. During this period, neither function de-
creased uniformly, sightings falling in a stepwise fashion while expenditures
alternated between slight increases and sizable decreases on & month-to-month
basis. That the two quantities have increased over the past two months is
most probably due to the step-up in enemy activity traditionally associated
with the New Year and Tet.

Expenditures during the coming months will be strongly affected by impending
redeployments as well as the level of enemy activity and the frequency of such
special operations as the attack by fire discussed above.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN) ARTILLERY AMMUNITION EXPENDED VS ENEMY SIGHTED

CALENDAR YEAR 1970/1971
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CALENDAR YEARS 

January's 35,400 rounds represents in increase of some 31% over December 1970 j 

when almost 27,000 rounds were expended, which; in turn, represented a 25% rise 
from NovemberAs 21,500. This lends further credence to the supposition that the 
correlation between ammunition expended and the number 0' pieces available for 
fire support is, at best, superficial. Ftrther evidence refuting correlation 
between the two quantities is provided by closer inspection of the curves in 
question. Whereas the number of tubes available rose and fell gently during 
1969 with the attachment or detachment of artillery units and traced a uniformly 
non-inc:te~S1.~ curve...g.YlU" the past tldr-teen-m6nths, ,the expenditureclirve,"behaved 
1n a much more unprectic1;able manner. A SpeclI"ic eXSlIrple of such behavior 
occurred in the four month period June through September 1969. During the first 
three months of the period, the number of tubes available remained absolutely 
steady at 144, and expenditures virtually paralleled pieces with approximately 
185,000 rounds fired each month • .1!owever, while the number of pieces remained at 
l~Jtl:1.rl' ,September, expenditures plunged more than 25% to about 132 ~ 000 rounds. 

The total monthly expenditures over the past three months have been dictated 
largely by the intensity of enemy activity (See Tabs 3-5a and 2-6b) and a more 
selective targetting policy which reserves the bulk of fires for the most likely 
and potentially lucrative targets. A direct result of this selective policy is 
January's large increase in expenditures caused by the concentrated attack by ... 
fire on the Charlie Ridge area. This policy, the Division's ~d for fire supporll' 
and the enemy's activity should continue to influence directly the amount of 
ammunition expended. 

I 
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ARTILLERY PIECES AVAILABLE VERSUS ARTILLERY AMMUNITION EXPENDED, CALENDAR YEARS
1969/1970/1971

January's 35,400 rounds represents an increase of some 31% over December 1970,
when almost 27,000 rounds were expended, which, in turn, represented a 25% rise
from November 21,500. This lends further credence to the supposition that the
correlation between ammunition expended and the number of pieces available for
fire support is, at best, superficial. Further evidence refuting correlation
between the two quantities is provided by closer inspection of the curves in
question. Whereas the number of tubes available rose and fell gently during
1969 with the attachment or detachment of artillery units and traced a uniformly
non-increasing curve-over the past thirteen months, the expenditure curve behaved
in a much more unpredictable manner, A specific example of such behavior
occurred in the four month period June through September 1969. During the first
three months of the period, the number of tubes available remained absolutely
steady at 144, and expenditures virtually paralleled pieces with approximately
185,000 rounds fired each month. However, while the number of pieces remained at
14/min September, expenditures plunged more than 25% to about 132,000 rounds.

The total monthly expenditures over the past three months have been dictated
largely by the intensity of enemy activity (See Tabs 3-5a and 2-6b) and a more
selective targetting policy which reserves the bulk of fires for the most likely
and potentially lucrative targets. A direct result of this selective policy is
January's large increase in expenditures caused by the concentrated attack by
fire on the Charlie Ridge area. This policy, the Division's need for fire suppor
and the enemy's activity should continue to influence directly the amount of
ammunition expended.
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1ST MARINE DIVISIO I (REIN). ARTILLERY PIECES ATAILATI VS AMMUNITION

EXPENDED, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970
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1971 EXPENDED1971 PIECES
MOVMAR APR DBCSEPAUGJAN MAY JUL OCTJUNFEB 300240

275220

200 250

225180

200160

1751404

150120

1251001

10080.

7560

5040

2520

0

TOTALNOV DECOCTAUG SEPJULJUNMAYMAR APRJAN FEB . .

159.41169.61169 #2,017.7(186.4)132.469 AMO 184.156.9178.21189.8158.3 151.7 187.1
24 2430 2424 24242024 24 2426PCS 4.2

686662 66 72 7266 667884 7879163
***36 3656363636 36 36384250 49155

7/12/12/12/12/126/12 6/12 6/12 6/126/106/7 6/126/4 6/48*/175
156 156147144144140 144144152157TOTAL 164174

127.1.100.9 *50.7 27.0 1.333.021.530.4 114.140.899.6 145.056.70 ALLO 179.111
1212 1217PCB 4.2 18 1818 1822 1824 24
3636 3652545454 5464 54105 7272

###20 202026 232630 262636 3336155
6/0 6/06/4 6/012/12 12/12 9/1112/12 12/1212/128"/175 12/1212/12

749 ZL74118 102122 122126 122143156156TOTAL
(35.4)35.471 AMMO

312PC 1.2"
36105
20155

6/ 08"/175
74TOTAL

AMMO EXPENDED EXPRESSED IN THOUSANDS TO NEAREST HUNDRED. 31 JAN 71
AVERAGE NUMBER OF PIECES AVAILABLE DURING A GIVEN MONTH. COMPIDENTIAL

a 3 5b
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

NAVAL GUNFIRE AMMUNITION EXPENDED VERSUS SHIP-DAYS ON STA'rION. CALENDAR YEARS 

1969/1970/1971 

Naval gunfire support used by the Division during January 191'1 continued to 
follow the downward trend established in May 1969. Although January V s 295 
rounds expended exceeded Decembervs 217~ the Janu~ry total was consider~b1y 
smaller than the average for any two or more month perivd in 1970 c.r 19690 
In addition~ January 1 s expenditure was fired during only 3 ship-days on 
station (only a single vessel provided this suppor't) 9 the sixth consecutive 
month in wh1ch a decrease was recorded for this statistic (ship-days on sta­
tion) • 

The nature of cUT'Y'ent operations ~ ad.verse terrain and the ready availability 
of artillery limits 'the usefulness of NGF in the Division Area of Operations~ A 
in which such support is being employed only in the Elephant Valley area .., 
because of the prohibitive range to targets in other areaso Because of the 
limited number of suitable observed ta.rgets~ NGF is fired primarily on intel­
ligence targets during the hours of darkness~ and the nature of the terrain 
in the Elephant Valley area severely limits ground damage assessment. There­
fore, the effectiveness of naval gunfire in the :;urrent situation is difficult 
to ascertain. 
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NAVAL GUNFIRE AMMUNITION EXPENDED VERSUS SHIP-DAYS ON STATION, CALENDAR YEARS

1969/1970/1971

Naval gunfire support used by the Division during January 1971 continued to
follow the downward trend established in May 1969. Although January's 295
rounds expended exceeded December's 217g the January total was considerably
smaller than the average for any two or more month period in 1970 or 1969.
In addition, January's expenditure was fired during only 3 ship-days on
station (only a single vessel provided this support), the sixth consecutive
month in which a decrease was recorded for this statistic (ship-days on sta-
tion).

The nature of current operations, adverse terrain and the ready availability
of artillery limits the usefulness of NGF in the Division Area of Operations,
in which such support is being employed only in the Elephant Valley area
because of the prohibitive range to targets in other areas. Because of the
limited number of suitable observed targets, NGF is fired primarily on intel-
ligence targets during the hours of darkness, and the nature of the terrain
in the Elephant Valley area severely limits ground damage assessment. There-
fore, the effectiveness of naval gunfire in the current situation is difficult
to ascertain.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN) . NAVAL GUNFIRE SHIP-DAYS ON STATION VERSUS

ROUNDS EXPENDED, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971
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FIXED WIRq FIGHTER/ATTACK SORTIES CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971, 

A slight increase in sorties was realized in January 19n as a result of the 
unseasonal1y favorable monsoon weather. Fighter/attack sorties dropped 26% 
from November to December 1970. This is directly proportiona~ to a reduction 
throughout MR-l (24%) as a result of increased out-of-country activity. The 
same conditions existed in January 1971. Sorties are expected to remain in 
the vicinity of the January level until out-ofacountry activity is reduced and 
monsoonal effects decrease. The significant decrease in fighter/attack sorties 
flown in October 1969 coincides with the p~se-out and withdrawal ~f the 3d 
Marine Division g VMFA-334 (F-4B aircraft) and VMA(AW)-553 (A-6 aircraft)g and ~ 
to adverse weather conditions experienced during that month. 1st and 3d Marine 
Division records were combined by 1st MAW up to this point. The February 1970 
drop represents the departure of MAG-12, while the subsequent increase is 
related to improved operating weather. Fixed wing sortie rate reductions by 
the 1st MAW commenced on 17 August 1970, however, any noticeable effects of 
this policy were combined with the impact of the departure of MAG-13 in 
October and the deteriorating weather during the rainy season g the weather 
effects. of course~ having a greater effect on fixed wing aircraft than on t; 
helicopters. Ground operations do not a.ffect fixe.d wing aircraft Q~~OPS 
as greatly as they do helicopter employment, since the fi~hter/attack units 
are normally assigned a fixed number of sorties and any increase in ground 
activities can be adequately supported by the diversion of aircraft from the 
a.ttack of intelligence targets. 
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FIXED WING FIGHTER/ATTACK SORTIES CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

A slight increase in sorties was realized in January 1971 as a result of the
unseasonally favorable monsoon weather. Fighter/attack sorties dropped 26%
from November to December 1970. This is directly proportional to a reduction
throughout MR-1 (24%) as a result of increased out-of-country activity. The
same conditions existed in January 1971. Sorties are expected to remain in
the vicinity of the January level until out=of=country activity is reduced and
monsoonal effects decrease. The significant decrease in fighter/attack sorties
flown in October 1969 coincides with the phase-out and withdrawal of the 3d
Marine Division, VMFA-334 (F-4B aircraft) and VMA(AW)-553 (A-6 aircraft), and
to adverse weather conditions experienced during that month. 1st and 3d Marine
Division records were combined by 1st MAW up to this point. The February 1970
drop represents the departure of MAG-12, while the subsequent increase is
related to improved operating weather. Fixed wing sortie rate reductions by
the 1st MAW commenced on 17 August 1970, however, any noticeable effects of
this policy were combined with the impact of the departure of MAG-13 in
October and the deteriorating weather during the rainy season, the weather
effects, of course, having a greater effect on fixed wing aircraft than on
helicopters. Ground operations do not affect fixed wing aircraft operations
as greatly as they do helicopter employment, since the fighter/attack units
are normally assigned a fixed number of sorties and any increase in ground
activities can be adequately supported by the diversion of aircraft from the
attack of intelligence targets.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN) FIXED WING SARTIES CALENDAR

YEARS 1969/1970 /1971
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HELICOPTER SUPPORT 
.- - .. -. . .. , ..... - .. " ...... -." . - .-

January 1971 totals remain very close to those of November and December 1970 
in all respects. The slight increase is a result of uncommonly light rainfall 
for January. 1970 data reflects only 1st Marine Division support and provides 
an accurate portrayal of the level of DIvision activitY9 available air support 
assets. and the direct eff'ects of weather. Helicopter support received is a 
direct function of the support requested. The primary variable is the 1st 
Marine Aircraft WingUs ability to provide the support in terms of available 
assets and operating weather. In 1970 the 1st Marine Division received 70% 
of the helicopter flight time flown by the IstMAW9 with the remaining 30% 
going to the other units in MR~l~ including I Corps9 XXIV Corps9 and III MAF, 
although the bulk of this 30% remainder is provided the 2d ROKMC Brigade. 
Helicopter support received in the next several weeks should remain at the 
present level and will vary directly with the available operating weather and 
the activities of both infantry regiments. 
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HELICOPTER SUPPORT

January 1971 totals remain very close to those of November and December 1970
in all respects. The slight increase is a result of uncommonly light rainfall
for January. 1970 data reflects only 1st Marine Division support and provides
an accurate portrayal of the level of Division activity, available air support
assets, and the direct effects of weather. Helicopter support received is a
direct function of the support requested. The primary variable is the 1st

Marine Aircraft Wing's ability to provide the support in terms of available
assets and operating weather. In 1970 the 1st Marine Division received 70%
of the helicopter flight time flown by the 1stMAW, with the remaining 30%

going to the other units in MR-1, including I Corps, XXIV Corps, and III MAF,
although the bulk of this 30% remainder is provided the 2d ROKMC Brigade.
Helicopter support received in the next several weeks should remain at the

present level and will vary directly with the available operating weather and
the activities of both infantry regiments.
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HELICOPTER FLIGHT TIME. CALENDAR YElR§ 1969/1970/1971 

Helicopter flight time during January197l~ while exhibiting a small increase 
over De~ember 1970 (5~400+ compared to 49900+)~ remained in the general vicin­
ity of 5.000 hours o as had totals :for the previous four months. ~a.k mGn1!s 
f0l';-Di 'ftElion ;.acti vi. tYl""·l~a.liQI'a~perating weather and maximum asset availa.bil­
ity were MaY9 June, and July 1970. A pattern of diminishing monthly flight 
time begins in August with the departure of HMM-161 (21 CH-46D flying an average 
of 800 hours per month) and establishment of the 1st MAW policy of limiting 
flight hours to reduce and reali~.elicopter utilization in consonance with 
eNO guidelines. The full impact of the latter is noted in September. in addi", 
tion to the standdown of the 7th Marines and elements of the 11th Marines. .., 
The reduced air support requirements in O~tQper~ coupled with six days of 
unf1yable weather. reduced flight time to a level at which the 1st MAW utili­
zation policy was no longer significant. Monthly flight time during the first 
quarter of 1971 is expected to remain in the vicinity of 5~OOO hours per month 
and then gradually decrease as air and ground units redeploy simultaneously. 
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HELICOPTER FLIGHT TIME, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

Helicopter flight time during January 1971, while exhibiting a small increase
over December 1970 (5,400+ compared to 4,900+), remained in the general vicin-
ity of 5,000 hours, as had totals for the previous four months. Therpeak months
for Division activity favorable operating weather and maximum asset availabil-
ity were May, June, and July 1970. A pattern of diminishing monthly flight
time begins in August with the departure of HMM-161 (21 CH-46D flying an average
of 800 hours per month) and establishment of the 1st MAW policy of limiting
flight hours to reduce and reali helicopter utilization in consonance with
CNO guidelines. The full impact of the latter is noted in September, in addi
tion to the standdown of the 7th Marines and elements of the 11th Marines.
The reduced air support requirements in October, coupled with six days of
unflyable weather, reduced flight time to a level at which the 1st MAW utili-
zation policy was no longer significant. Monthly flight time during the first

quarter of 1971 is expected to remain in the vicinity of 5,000 hours per month
and then gradually decrease as air and ground units redeploy simultaneously.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN), HELICOPTER FLIGHT TIME, CALENDAR YEARS

1969/1970/1971
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HEL!COPTER PASSENGER TOTALS 

CALENDAR YEARSl969/l9IO/l91l 

Januaryis 35 5 531 passengers virtually equalled totals for the previous two 
months (November and December 1910). Passenger totals are indicative of a 
level of activity but do not address the specific reason for movement. Also, 
helicopter after action reporting duplicates passenger counts on subsequent 
sorties. Therefore, analysis of this data can only say accuratel1 that -May, 
June i and July 1910 were exceptionally active months for the 1st Marine Division ~ 
supported with maximum helicopter flight time. Subsequent reductions were ~ 

directly related to reduced activity, reduced assets and reduced operating 
weather. It is anticipated t~ the impact of these factors will dampen out 
as level of activity settles down for the remainder of th~ 19jO-19jl monsoon 
season and unitl redeployment and realignment of forces causes a temporary 
increase of passenger movement. 
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HELICOPTER PASSENGER TOTALS

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

January's 35,537 passengers virtually equalled totals for the previous two
months (November and December 1970). Passenger totals are indicative of a
level of activity but do not address the specific reason for movement. Also,
helicopter after action reporting duplicates passenger counts on subsequent
sorties. Therefore, analysis of this data can only say accurately that May,
June, and July 1970 were exceptionally active months for the 1st Marine Division
supported with maximum helicopter flight time. Subsequent reductions were
directly related to reduced activity, reduced assets and reduced operating
weather. It is anticipated that the impact of these factors will dampen out
as level of activity settles down for the remainder of the 1970-1971 monsoon
season and unitl redeployment and realignment of forces causes a temporary
increase of passenger movement.
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(REIN) HELICOPTER PASSENGERS a CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/19711ST KARINE DIVIS S
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HELICOPTER CARGO TOTALS 

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1910/1911 

Favorable weather during January 1911 exp1aips the slight increase in cargo 
carried (2,259 tons compared to 1,999) and allowed support of increased artll ... 
lery expenditures. Although monthly cargo totals can be remotely related to 
flight hours j a more accurate comparison can be made to the level of ground 
activity of Division units. Artillery resupply contributes greatly to the ~ 
overall total and the decrease in cargo carried reflects the withdrawal of ~ 
eight artillery batteries during September and October 1970~ as .well as the 
departure of the 7th Marines. The decrease in artillery expenditures during 
the lattAr months of 1970 resulting from changed targetting policy (See 3-5b 
and 3-5a) was offset by the deteriorating road conditions during the monsoon 
season. Cargo totals can be ex~ected to remain in the vicinity of 2~OOO -
2~500 tons per month until redepl~ent and realignment of forces reduce air 
support assets and requirements. 
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HELICOPTER CARGO TOTALS

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

Favorable weather during January 1971 explains the slight increase in cargo
carried (2,259 tons compared to 1,999) and allowed support of increased artil.

lery expenditures. Although monthly cargo totals can be remotely related to

flight hours, a more accurate comparison can be made to the level of ground
activity of Division units. Artillery resupply contributes greatly to the
overall total and the decrease in cargo carried reflects the withdrawal of

eight artillery batteries during September and October 1970, as well as the

departure of the 7th Marines. The decrease in artillery expenditures during
the latter months of 1970 resulting from changed targetting policy (See 3-5b
and 3-5a) was offset by the deteriorating road conditions during the monsoon
season. Cargo totals can be expected to remain in the vicinity of 2,000 -

2,500 tons per month until redeployment and realignment of forces reduce air

support assets and requirements.
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1St MAJ.IDDIVIS N· (DIN), HELICOPTER CARGO TOT«, CALENDAR YEARS 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN), HELICOPTER CARGO TOTALS, CALENDAR YEARS
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The January 19'71 figures presented herein~ together with data for past months, 
reflect the imprcving logistics picture within the 1st Marine Division. 

The status of operational readiness for combat essential items within the 
Division reflected in the unit FORSTAT ratings remains ex:::el1ent o The 
Division overall and all but two of its subordinate units are presently in a 
C-l status. As was the case previously .. the Headquarters Battalion and the 
1st Medical Battalion are C-2 essentially because of a relatively small number of 
enl items which are either not available becaut.eof a deficiency or which cause 
:::ontinua-:' maintenance problems. 

The :.;verall percentage of the Division v s ccmbat essential items of equipment 
maint&.ined operationally ready continue. to impr'ove and currently stands at 95% 
compared to 85% at this time (the end ot January) last yearu Three of the 
four commodity groups used to determiae overall readiness 9 Communication­
ElectroniCS" M.:>tor Transport 9 and Qrdnii~lce, 8ubstantially exceed the minimum. 
~ar1ne Corpe standard of 85~~ while~be fo~h~ Engineer equipment (for which 
incid~tly~ the ttandard is 83%)~ continues to improv. and now stands a~ 86%, 
exceeding the sta.ndaI'd for' the second month in a row. 

The Department of Defense program to transfer certain selected items to the 
Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces remainS dormaat i as no Division <units were 
involved in Increment V redeployments. However s Division units achieved a 
high acceptan~e aate of 93.8% (2~798 items accepted of 2~980 offered) during 
Increment VI. The lessons learned dueing that phase of redeploFlent" together 
with the present high state of readiness of the Division?s equipment~ should 
serve to effect an improvement on that percentage in an, future redeployments. 

The prevalence of malaria. remained low in Januaq 191'4.\1 'lith 32 ca.ses being 
recorded for a case rate·of 2.4ilOOO men. January 'Was the fourth consecutive 
month in which a reducti.::>n in the ~ase rate was reported. On the other hand" 
the venereal disease case rate of 15.1/1000 men was the highest that has been 
recorded in the past 25 months" 
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G-4 OVERVIEW

The January 1971 figures presented herein, together with data for past months,
reflect the improving logistics picture within the 1st Marine Division.

The status of operational readiness for combat essential items within the
Division reflected in the unit FORSTAT ratings remains excellent. The
Division overall and all but two of its subordinate units are presently in a
C-1 status. As was the case previously, the Headquarters Battalion and the
1st Medical Battalion are C-2 essentially because of a relatively small number of
end items which are either not available because of a deficiency or which cause
continual maintenance problems.

The overall percentage of the Division's ccmbat essential items of equipment
maintained operationally ready continues to improve and currently stands at 95%
compared to 85% at this time (the end of January) last year. Three of the
four commodity groups used to determine overall readiness, Communication-
Electronics, Motor Transport, and Ordnance, substantially exceed the minimum
Marine Corps standard of 85% while the fourth, Engineer equipment (for which
incidently, the standard is 83%), continues to improve and now stands at 86%,
exceeding the standard for the second month in a row.

The Department of Defense program to transfer certain selected items to the
Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces remains dormant, as no Division units were
involved in Increment V redeployments. However, Division units achieved a
high acceptance Rate of 93.8% (2,798 items accepted of 2,980 offered) during
Increment VI. The lessons learned during that phase of redeployment together
with the present high state of readiness of the Division's equipment, should
serve to effect an improvement on that percentage in any future redeployments.

The prevalence of malaria remained low in January 1971, with 32 cases being
recorded for a case rate of 2.4/1000 men. January was the fourth consecutive
month in which a reduction in the case rate was reported. On the other hand
the venereal disease case rate of 15.1/1000 men was the highest that has been
recorded in the past 25 months.
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UNIT'FORSTAT'RATING 

As in previoBs mcnths~ the FORSTAT rating for the Division overall remains at 
C-l (fully combat ready) in both equipment/supplies on hand and e~uipment 
readiness with but two subordinate units rated C-2 in either category. The 
circumstances degrading the readiness of the two units in a C.2 status are 
as follows: 

1. Headquarters Battalion is adversely affected by a high deadline rate for 
600 and 700 series generators. Deadlined communication-electronics equipment 
also contributes to the battalirbn 9 S adversity. 

II. 1st Medical Battalion is degraded by a T/Edeficiency of PU-710 and 
PU-712 generators. 

C-_-'-I_ I 
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UNIT FORSTAT RATING

As in previous months, the FORSTAT rating for the Division overall remains at
C-1 (fully combat ready) in both equipment/supplies on hand and equipment
readiness with but two subordinate units rated C-2 in either category. The
circumstances degrading the readiness of the two units in a C=2 status are
as follows:

I. Headquarters Battalion is adversely affected by & high deadline rate for
600 and 700 series generators. Deadlined communication-electronics equipment
also contributes to the battalion's adversity.

II. 1st Medical Battalion is degraded by a T/E deficiency of PU-710 and
PU-712 generators.
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COMBATESSENTIALEQUIPMENT,CALENDAR'YEARS'1969/1970/197l 

Over the course of January 1971 s the operationally ready status of all combat 
equipment in the 1st Marine Division continued to improve, attaining 95%. 
This vas the third consecutive month the Division has increased its percent­
age of equipment operationally ready. In addition, all CMC objectives have 
been attained or exceeded i with the percentage of equipment not operationally ~ 
ready due to supply (NORS) decreasing during the month from 4% to 3%. vhile 
the other categories (NORM, In transit, Deficient) remained static. 

31 JAN 71 

G_1-:<. 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

COMBAT ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT. CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

Over the course of January 1971, the operationally ready status of all combat
equipment in the 1st Marine Division continued to improve, attaining 95%.
This was the third consecutive month the Division has increased its percent-
age of equipment operationally ready. In addition, all CMC objectives have
been attained or exceeded, with the percentage of equipment not operationally
ready due to supply (NORS) decreasing during the month from 4% to 3%, while
the other categories (NORM, In transit, Deficient) remained static.
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(REIN) READINESS OF COMBAT ESS TIAL EQUIPMENT.1ST MARINE DIVISIO

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971
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COMBAT ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT (COMMUNICATION-ELECTRONICS) 'I CALENDAR YEARS i 
, '1969/1910/1971 J 

At the end of January 1971~ the operationally ready 5tatus of C0mmunication~ e 
Electronics equipment continues to be excellent at 96%. This is the sixth 
c~nsecutive month this commodity group has recorded an operationally ready 
percentage of 95% or abov-e. As such~ there are no problem areas within the 
commodity group. 
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COMBAT ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT (COMMUNICATION-ELECTRONICS) CALENDAR YEARS

1969/1970/1971

At the end of January 1971, the operationally ready status of Communication

Electronics equipment continues to be excellent at 96% This is the sixth

consecutive month this commodity group has recorded an operationally ready

percentage of 95% or above. As such, there are no problem areas within the

commodity group.
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(REIN) COMBAT ESSENTIAL EQUIP NT (COMMUNICATION-1ST MARINE DIVISI

2 CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971ELECTRONICS)
1971 (AND DEC.1969)1970

CMC OPERATIONALLY READY OBJECTIVE

AUGMARFEBJAN APR MAY OCTJUL NOV DECSEPJUN
100% DEF

IN/T

95%
NORS

90% NCRM

OR
85%

80%

75%

70% INT
NORS

NORTH

95% OR

90%

85%

80%

75%

70%

DEC TOTALNOVSEP OCTAUGJULMAY JUNMARFEB APRJAN
1969

8674% OR
4 4% NORM

4% NORS 1

% IN/T 2
% DEFIC 19
1970
% OR 969595 959594939290 939290
% NORM 01 1 11 11 12 134

3% NORS 23 4 444 43 223
% IN/T 3 0 0133 3 1 12 11

% DEFIC oo o1 o1 o1 o1 11

1971
% OR 96
% RM 0
% NORS 2
% IN/T 2
% DEFIC 0

31 JAN 71

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

COMBAT ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT· (MOTOR· TRANSPORT) a . CALENDAR· YEARS ·1969/1970/1971 

The operationally ready statue of Motor Transport flCluipment at the end of J·anuary 
1971 continues to be excellent. Current operational readiness stands at 94% ~ 
a.nd the only significant problem item within this commodity area is the M-274A2 -
Mule. Of the 213 Mules on hand~ on:ky 172 (80%) are operational. There is no 
specific trend or problem in the deadline of these vehicles. 
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COMBAT ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT (MOTOR TRANSPORT),2 CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

The operationally ready statue of Motor Transport equipment at the end of January
1971 continues to be excellent. Current operational readiness stands at 94%
and the only significant problem item within this commodity area is the M-274A2
Mule. Of the 213 Mules on hand, only 172 (80%) are operational. There is no
specific trend or problem in the deadline of these vehicles.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN), COMBAT ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT (MOTOR TRANSPORT)

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

1971 (AND DEC 1969)1970
CMC OPERATIONALLY READY OBJECTIVE

MARFEBJAN APR MAY JUN OCTJUL AUG SEP NOV DEC100%
DEF

IN/T95%

NORS
90%

NORM
85%

or

80%

75%

70%
DEF

NORS
10/095% NORM
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OR
90%

NORM

85% OR

80%

75%

70%

MAY JUNMAR AUGJUL OCTSEPAPRFEB NOV DECJAN TOTAL.

969
% OR 8686
% NORM 5 5
% NORS 3 4
% IN/T 2 2
% DEFIC 34
1970

9390 9390 93 92% OR 93 92 9185 88 94
% NORM 23 33 2 23 233 24
% NORS 333 32 3a 44 4 44
% IN/T 3 3 22 22 14 1144

00 O0 00 0 o001% DEFIC 13
1971
% OR 94
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% DEFIC O
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COMBAT ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT(ORDNANCE).CALENDARYEARS1969/1910/l9Tl 

The operationa1~y ready status of Ordnance equipment continues to be excellent, 4It 
There are n:::> problem items 0 Of particular note is the high state of operational 
readiness (98%) achieved for the month of January~ equalling tha.t a.chieved. in 
December 1970. 
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COMBAT ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT (ORDNANCE) 2 CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

The operationally ready status of Ordnance equipment continues to be excellent.
There are no problem items. Of particular note is the high state of operational
readiness (98%) achieved for the month of January, equalling that achieved in
December 1970.

31 JAN 71
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN), COMBAT ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT, ( ORDNANCE ),n

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971
1971 (AND DEC 1969)1970

CMC OPERATIONALLY READY OBJECTIVE

FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DECJAN
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COMBAT ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT (ENGINEER)" CAloENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/l9'7l 

The operational readiness status of Engineer equipment continues tc improve and 
currently stands at 86%j January 19'71 marking the fourth straight month an 
increase has been recorded for this stb.tistic. The non-availability of T/E 
authorized 600/700 series generator's and the deadline rate of tbose ~n hand is a. 
continuing pr()blem. Of the 226 genera.k:ra authorized only 81% (1.83) a.re on ha.nca 
and deadlines decrease the overall ope:r=.thmeJ. readiness of 66% (148). Additio.y~ 
the high deadline rate of floodlight tr"ailers adversely affects the readlness ,:)f 
engineer equipment. 

G-..y_ ~.d 
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COMBAT ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT (ENGINEER), CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

The operational readiness status of Engineer equipment continues to improve and
currently stands at 86%, January 1971 marking the fourth straight month an
increase has been recorded for this statistic. The non=availability of T/E
authorized 600/700 series generators and the deadline rate of those on hand is a
continuing problem. Of the 226 generators authorized only 81% (183) are on hand
and deadlines decrease the overall operational readiness of 66% (148). Addition y 9
the high deadline rate of floodlight trailers adversely affects the readiness of
engineer equipment.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN), COMBAT ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT ( ENGINEER 1.

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971
1971 (AND DEC 1969)1970

CMC OPERATIONALLY READY OBJECTIVE
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INTERSERVICE TRANSFER OF MATERIAL TO RVNAF 

The chart on the opposite page reflects the current status of the turnover 
of major end items to the RVNAF, a Department of Defense initiated program. 
Portrayed is the high acceptance rate of equipment offered by Division units, 
a rate directly attributable to the efforts of the invoicing units to repair 
on the spot equipment initially questioned as to serviceability by RVNAF 
inspectors. As indicated below, a total of 2,980 items of Communications­
Electronics, Ordnance and Motor Transport items were off'~ during the period 
17 August through 9 October, of which 2,798 items with a total value of $1,232, 
805.00 were accepted, an acc~tance rate of 93.8%. The program is now inactive 
un'U,l the next phase of redeployment. 

ITEM QUANTI*! OFFERED QUANTITY ACCEPTED VALUE 

$270816.0_ RADIO SET PRC 25 317 312 
MINE DETECTORS .- 65 46865.00 
GRENADE LAUNCHER MT9 128 114 28728.00 
MACHINE GUN MOUNT Ml22 112 111 7548.00 
MACHINE GUN M-60 79 73 46428.00 
RIFLE, M-16 1563 1501 204136.00 
PISTOL, CAL 45 551 496 28272.00 
SEMI TRLR 25T 3 0 
TRUCK M54 1 1 11878.00 
TRUCK~ DUMP, M51 10 8 121160.00 
AMBULANCE, M718 4 3 12315.00 
TRUCK, M37Bl 12 5 23165.00 
RADIO SET GRC 125 48 40 43360.00 
PUBLIC ADDRESS SET PIQ-5 10 10 1250.00 
WATER TRLR, Ml49 4 0 
TRUCK, Ml51 7 6 18822.00 
TRLR, Ml05 3 1 905.00 
NIG~~YISION SIGHT, AN/PVS-2 30 30 90000.00 
HOWITZER, 105MM 18 18 273600.00 
TELE-TYPE SET AN/GGC-3 1 1 1730.00 
MACH lr"UN, CAL 50 3 3 1827.00 

TOTALS 2980 2798 $1.232,805.00 
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INTERSERVICE TRANSFER OF MATERIAL TO RVNAF

The chart on the opposite page reflects the current status of the turnover
of major end items to the RVNAF, a Department of Defense initiated program.
Portrayed is the high acceptance rate of equipment offered by Division units,
a rate directly attributable to the efforts of the invoicing units to repair
on the spot equipment initially questioned as to serviceability by RVNAF

inspectors. As indicated below, a total of 2,980 items of Communications-

Electronics, Ordnance and Motor Transport items were offer ad during the period
17 August through 9 October, of which 2,798 items with a total value of $1,232,
805.00 were accepted, an acceptance rate of 93.8%. The program is now inactive
until the next phase of redeployment.

VALUEQUANTITY ACCEPTEDQUANTITY OFFEREDITEM

$270816.0312317RADIO SET PRC 25
46865.006516MINE DETECTORS
28728.00114128GRENADE LAUNCHER M79
7548.00111112MACHINE GUN MOUNT M122

46428.007379MACHINE GUN M-60
204136.0015011563RIFLE, M-16
28272.00496551PISTOL, CAL 45

03SEMI TRLR 25T
11878.0011TRUCK M54
121160.00810TRUCK, DUMP, M51
12315.004 3AMBULANCE, M718
23165.00512TRUCK, M37B1
43360.004048RADIO SET GRC 125
1250.001010PUBLIC ADDRESS SET PIQ-5

4 0WATER TRLR, M149
18822.0067TRUCK, M151

905.0013TRLR, M105
90000.003030NIGHT VISION SIGHT, AN/PVS-2
273600.001818

HOWITZER, 105MM
1730.0011TELE-TYPE SET AN/GGC-3
1827.0033MACH GUN, CAL 50

$1,232,805.0027982980TOTALS
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(REIN) MATERIEL TO RVNAFINTERSERVICE TRANSFER1ST MARINE DIVIS

ACCEPTEDOFFERED
OCTOBERSEPTEMBERAUGUST
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, 'PREVENTIVE 'MEDICINE 

During the month of January 1971 the prevalence of malaria remained low with 
the expected seasonal low point producing 32 cases for a January case rate of 
2.4/1000 men 9 the lowest case rate in the past 25 months. ConveIsely~ morbidity 
frolJ). venereal disease increased significant1y~ with the majority of these cases 
occurring in the immediate Danang area. Case rates increased from 11.3/:1.000 men 
in December 1970 to 1501/1000 in January ~ the highest case rate in the pa.st 25 
months. 

Rabies pr:)phylaxis for the month accounted for the loss of 440 ma.n-days of 
combat efiectiveJ;less. Morbidity from amebiasis~ shigellosis 9 hepatitis~ and the 
gastr~-~ntestinal diseases continues to cause a relatively low but nevertheless 
significant less of combat effectiveness. 

c_ 4-...J 
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PREVENTIVE MEDICINE

During the month of January 1971 the prevalence of malaria remained low with
the expected seasonal low point producing 32 cases for a January case rate of
2.4/1000 men, the lowest case rate in the past 25 months. Conversely, morbidity
from venereal disease increased significantly, with the majority of these cases
occurring in the immediate Danang area. Case rates increased from 11.3/1000 men
in December 1970 to 15.1/1000 in January the highest case rate in the past 25
months.

Rabies prophylaxis for the month accounted for the loss of 440 man-days of
combat effectiveness. Morbidity from amebiasis, shigellosis, hepatitis, and the
gastru-intestinal diseases continues to cause a relatively low but nevertheless
significant loss of combat effectiveness.

31 JAN 71
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During the month of January 19T1" only 32 ;;:ases 01~ malaria. were ~ontra.cted bi 
members a1' the Division~ produC-"ing a. case :rate of 204 cases per 1,000 men\\ the 
lowest su~h rate in 25 months. This :'':.)w incidence was the expected seasona:i 
low ~ but one must note that t~s WIl.S the fOurth consecutive month in which a_ 
decrease in the case rate has been Iee::orded. • 

31 JAN 71 
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JDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971MALARIA PREVALENCE,

During the month of January 1971, only 32 cases of malaria were contracted by
members of the Division, producing a case rate of 2.4 cases per 1,000 men, the
lowest such rate in 25 months. This low incidence was the expected seasonal

low, but one must note that this was the fourth consecutive month in which a
decrease in the case rate has been recorded.

31 JAN 71
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1969/1910/ 1971 .' 
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN), CUMULATIVE MALARIA INCIDENCE, CALENDAR YEARS

1969/1970/1971

1969 CUMULATIVE INCIDENCE 1970 CUMULATIVE INCIDENCE
1971 CUMULATIVE INCIDENCE

FEB MARJAN APR MAY AUGJUN SEPJUL OCT NOV DEC3000
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o

MAYMARFEB APR SEP OCTJUN AUGJUL NOV TOTALDECJAN
1969
CASES 160 396232 67985 152 437247 2.90015991 141121

6.1 26.66.3 3.6 3.44.7 5.7 13.4RATE/1000 9.09.7 12.7 5.19.8

1970
346 256 67377 259CASES 158224227 221 2.387848484

RATE/1000 7.0 6.416.4 13.010.1 19.53.0 9.69.3 21.29.7 5.12.8

1971
( 32)CASES 32
(2.4)RATE 2.4
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~ DISEASE PREVALENCE, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

Although the number of venereal infec"CLms in January 1971 fell bel,;:;w those 
recorded in the first month of bJth 1970 and 1969 (203 versus 278 a.nd 304 L 
JanuaryVs total exceeded those:Jf September 9 Octcberj) November and December and 
equalled August v 5 total. This reh.tively high frequen::oy of infection~) :::ombined 
with the present low populatior. ba.se" produced the highest case ra.te experieficec4t 
in the last 25 months (15.1 cases per 1000 men). The total of 203 1,,1' January 
included seven cases of the more exotic strains of VD (six cases of chanc:r0id, 
one of lympho-granuloma vener..un) compared to rl~ne in December and a sit.lgle Case 
of chancroid in November. Analysis of contacts revealed tha.t 63% of the ea.ses 
(127 of 203) occurred in the immediate Danang area. 

c.-~_--I..t 
DECLASSIFIED 

31 JAN 7l 

DECLASSIFIED

VENEREAL DISEASE PREVALENCE. CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

Although the number of venereal infections in January 1971 fell below those
recorded in the first month of both 1970 and 1969 (203 versus 278 and 304),
January's total exceeded those of September, October, November and December and
equalled August's total. This relatively high frequency of infection, combined
with the present low population base, produced the highest case rate experienced
in the last 25 months (15.1 cases per 1000 men). The total of 203 for January
included seven cases of the more exotic strains of VD (six cases of chancroid;
one of lympho-granuloma venerum) compared to none in December and a single case
of chancroid in November. Analysis of contacts revealed that 63% of the cases
(127 of 203) occurred in the immediate Danang area.

31 JAN 71
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1ST MARINE DIVI N (REIN), CUMULATIVE VENEREAL EASE INCIDENCE,

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971
1970 CUMULATIVE INCIDENCE1969 CUMULATIVE INCIDENCE

1971 CUMULATIVE INCIDENCE

MAR AUGAPR MAYFEB DECOCT NOVJULJUN SEP
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN). VENEREAL DISEASE INCIDENCE AND CASE RATE/1000

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971
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G-5 OVERVIEW 

During January 1971~ two of the parameters associate~ with Is~ ~ine Division 
civic action increased, while the other two decreased (from December 1970 
values). The cost of civic action qeclined from 2.25 million $VN to 1.66 
million $VN and Vietn~e8e participat~n in Division civic action projects fell 
from 93.5% to 90.5J t while the number of man-days of labor by U.S. personnel 
rose from 545 to 684 and the number of Vietnamese treated by MEDCAP/DENTCAP 
increased from 8,224 to 8,306. When compared with the monthly averages for 
1969 and 1970~ a similar mixed result is produced, although all four of the 
comparisons are reversed in sense, 1.e., where, in comparing January with 
December, an increase was obtaine<i-, eomparisons of January with the averages 
for 1970 and 1969 produce a decrease~ and vice-versa. Therefore, January's 
cost of civic action was greater than the averages for 1970 (1.35 million $VN) 
and 1969 (0.99 million $VN), Vietnamese participation greater than 1970's 86.7% 
and 1969's 74.2%, u.s. labor provided less than 1970 l s 1,508 man-days and 1969 1 s 
1,194~ and Vietnamese patients treated less than 1970's 10,454 and 1969's 10,813. 

The character cf Civic Action underwent a significant and continuous change 
throughout Calendar Year 1970. In 1969, and for the first few months of 1970~ 
III Marine Amphibious Force was the senior U.S. headquarters in Military Region 
I, and there WaS significant U.S. Navy presence. From December 1969 to March 
1970, the 26th Marine~~ with a typical support package, was attached to 1st 
Marine Division. In 1969, the 1st Marine Division had a Psyop/Civic Action 
ArK Fund allocation of 500,000$VN per month. The conditions as stated in this 
paragraph all had significant effects upon the 1st Marine Division Civic Action 
Program and are important because they no longer exist. 

III Marine Amphibious Force as the senior U.S. headquarters in Military Region 
I was the recipient of considerable support through the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve 
Civic Action Funa. This support included funds and materials. 1st Marine Division 
shared in the funds primarily by participating in the General Walt Scpolarship 
Program~ but also received a proportionate share of Civic Action materials 
donated through the Marine Corps Reserve Civic Action Program. In view of the 
continually decreased support received j III Marine Amphibious Force terminated 
the General Walt Scholarship Progr~ on 30 May 1910~ and materials are available 
in increasingly smaller quantities. 

As the service manager for Project Handclasp~ the U.S. Navy presence in the 
Danang area assured a consider'a.ble amount of Handclasp materials directed to 
U.S. military forces in Military Region I. In addition j the 1st Marine Division 
had an arrangement with the U.S. Naval Support Activity wherein materials for 
civic action projects could be purchased with Civic Action ArK Funds at about 
one third the Vietnamese open market price. 

When XXIV Corps became the senior U.S. military headquarters in Military Region 
I, the quantity of Project Handclasp materials was reduced to that donated 
specifically to 1st Marine Division~ and the U.s.. Army Logistic Command does 
not permit transactions involving ArK Funds 9 which left the Vietnamese open 
ma~ket as the source for AIK Fund materials. 
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G-5 OVERVIEW

During January 1971, two of the parameters associated with 1st Marine Division
civic action increased, while the other two decreased (from December 1970
values). The cost of civic action declined from 2.25 million $VN to 1.66
million $VN and Vietnamese participation in Division civic action projects fell
from 93.5% to 90.5% while the number of man-days of labor by U.S. personnel
rose from 545 to 684 and the number of Vietnamese treated by MEDCAP/DENTCAP
increased from 8,224 to 8,306. When compared with the monthly averages for
1969 and 1970, a similar mixed result is produced, although all four of the
comparisons are reversed in sense, i.e., where, in comparing January with
December, an increase was obtained, comparisons of January with the averages
for 1970 and 1969 produce a decrease, and vice-versa. Therefore, January's
cost of civic action was greater than the averages for 1970 (1.35 million $VN)
and 1969 (0.99 million $VN), Vietnamese participation greater than 1970's 86.7%
and 1969's 74.2% U.S. labor provided less than 1970's 1,508 man-days and 1969's
1,194, and Vietnamese patients treated less than 1970's 10,454 and 1969's 10,813.

The character of Civic Action underwent a significant and continuous change
throughout Calendar Year 1970. In 1969, and for the first few months of 1970,
III Marine Amphibious Force was the senior U.S. headquarters in Military Region
I, and there was significant U.S. Navy presence. From December 1969 to March
1970, the 26th Marines, with a typical support package, was attached to 1st
Marine Division. In 1969, the 1st Marine Division had a Psyop/Civic Action
AIK Fund allocation of 500,000$VN per month. The conditions as stated in this
paragraph all had significant effects upon the 1st Marine Division Civic Action
Program and are important because they no longer exist.

III Marine Amphibious Force as the senior U.S. headquarters in Military Region
I was the recipient of considerable support through the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve
Civic Action Fund. This support included funds and materials. 1st Marine Division
shared in the funds primarily by participating in the General Walt Scholarship
Program, but also received a proportionate share of Civic Action materials
donated through the Marine Corps Reserve Civic Action Program. In view of the
continually decreased support received, III Marine Amphibious Force terminated
the General Walt Scholarship Program on 30 May 1970, and materials are available
in increasingly smaller quantities.

As the service manager for Project Handclasp, the U.S. Navy presence in the
Danang area assured a considerable amount of Handclasp materials directed to
U.S. military forces in Military Region I. In addition, the 1st Marine Division
had an arrangement with the U.S. Naval Support Activity wherein materials for
civic action projects could be purchased with Civic Action AIK Funds at about
one third the Vietnamese open market price.

When XXIV Corps became the senior U.S. military headquarters in Military Region
I, the quantity of Project Handclasp materials was reduced to that donated
specifically to 1st Marine Division, and the U.S. Army Logistic Command does
not permit transactions involving AIK Funds, which left the Vietnamese open
market as the source for AIK Fund materials.
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In 1970~ the 26th Marines and the 7th Marines, with support pa.~kages~ were-with­
drawn from Vietnam. The loss of these units resulted in a significant but9 
because of changing.conditions s immeasurably reduced civic action capability. 

Finally 9 in Calendar Year 1970 9 the Psyops/Civic Action AIK Funds were halved 
each quarter~ beginning on 1 January 1970. On 1 April 1970 9 th~ division 
received the III MAF account~ with the result that the monthly allocation of 
funds dropped from 500 9 000$VN per month in 1969 to 150£OOO$VN per month subsequent 
to 1 July 1970. The monthly ceiling for 1971 remains at l50 9 000$VN. 

By measurable compar~~on9 the total 1970 1st Marine Division Civic Action effort 
showed an increase over 1969. This increase resulted from the excesses of non­
combat essential expendable construction materials created effort in connection 
with phased troop reductions~ and by a significant engineer effort in connection 
with Vietnamese resettlement projects and irrigation systems. 

At the present time, excess non-combat essential construction materials for 
civic action projects appear to be exhausted, or are earmarked for a new Viet­
namese resettlement project. This has appeared to be the case for several 
months~ however. and materials have been found and projects have been completed. 

For the near future, 1st Marine Division Civic Action Programs will be sustained 
by excess materials declared excess of operational needs. As redeployment 
progresses, and in keeping with the policy of Vietnamization, the 1st Marine 
Division Civic Action Program will decline in scope and shift increasingly from 
material assistance to technical assistance until it ceases to exist. 
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1970, the 26th Marines and the 7th Marines, with support packages, were-with-In
drawn from Vietnam. The loss of these units resulted in a significant but,
because of changing conditions, immeasurably reduced civic action capability.

Finally, in Calendar Year 1970, the Psyops/Civic Action AIK Funds were halved
each quarter, beginning on 1 January 1970. On 1 April 1970, the division
received the III MAF account with the result that the monthly allocation of
funds dropped from 500,000$VN per month in 1969 to 150,000$VN per month subsequent
to 1 July 1970. The monthly ceiling for 1971 remains at 150,000$VN.

By measurable comparison, the total 1970 ist Marine Division Civic Action effort
showed an increase over 1969. This increase resulted from the excesses of non-
combat essential expendable construction materials created effort in connection
with phased troop reductions, and by a significant engineer effort in connection
with Vietnamese resettlement projects and irrigation systems.

At the present time, excess non-combat essential construction materials for
civic action projects appear to be exhausted, or are earmarked for a new Viet-
namese resettlement project. This has appeared to be the case for several
months, however, and materials have been found and projects have been completed.

For the near future, 1st Marine Division Civic Action Programs will be sustained

by excess materials declared excess of operational needs. As redeployment
progresses, and in keeping with the policy of Vietnamization, the 1st Marine
Division Civic Action Program will decline in scope and shift increasingly from
material assistance to technical assistance until it ceases to exist.
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COST O~ CIVIC ACTION. CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

1st Marine Division civic action projects are supported by the use of non-combat 
essential expendable supp1ies~ salvage i the expenditure of funds from the usl 
FWMAF Civic Action F~d. and voluntary contributions.4 During January 1971 
330~OOO$VN of the 1.66 million $VN cost of civic action was in the form of 
voluntary contributions in support ofTet activities. 

The US/FWMAF Civic A~tion Fund provided 500 j OOO$VN per month to 1st Marine 
Division during Calendar Year 1969~ but the contribution was progressively 
reduced to the July 1970 level of' l50~OOO$W, where it remains. e 

.,. 

At the present time~ salvage is the single significant source of civic action 
materials. Excess e~endable supplies have been exhausted (until more are 
declared excess). Dunnage is being stockpiled for Vietnamese resettlement 
projec"ts. Troop reductions have created excess cantonments and/or buildings 
which have been salvaged for civic action purposes. 

As this remaining sour"ce is exhausted the 1st. Marine Division Civic Action 
program will decrease or change character to one of technical assistance only 0 

This is not an undesirable trend, and it is in k~eping with Vie"tnamization 
wherein materials and funds are made available through GVN channels TStther 
than U.S. military channels. 

G -S'_I 
DECLASSIFIED 

31 JAN '71 

DECLASSIFIED

COST OF CIVIC ACTION CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

1st Marine Division civic action projects are supported by the use of non-combat
essential expendable supplies, salvage, the expenditure of funds from the US/
FWMAF Civic Action Fund, and voluntary contributions. During January 1971
330,000$VN of the 1.66 million $VN cost of civic action was in the form of

voluntary contributions in support of Tet activities.

The US/FWMAF Civic Action Fund provided 500,000$VN per month to 1st Marine
Division during Calendar Year 1969, but the contribution was progressively
reduced to the July 1970 level of 150,000$VN, where it remains.

At the present time, salvage is the single significant source of civic action
materials. Excess expendable supplies have been exhausted (until more are
declared excess). o Dunnage is being stockpiled for Vietnamese resettlement

projects. Troop reductions have created excess cantonments and/or buildings
which have been salvaged for civic action purposes.

As this remaining source is exhausted the 1st Marine Division Civic Action

program will decrease or change character to one of technical assistance only.
This is not an undesirable trend, and it is in keeping with Vietnamization
wherein materials and funds are made available through GVN channels rather
than U.S. military channels.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN), CUMULATIVE COST OF CIVIC ACTION, CALENDAR

YEARS 1969/1970/1971
1970 MILLIONS OF $VN1969 MILLIONS OF SVN

1971 MILLIONS OF SVN
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.60 1.301.411.651.45 2.23MILL.SVN 1.32 .92.681.37 16.1597 2.25

1971
(1.66)$VNMI 1.66

31 JAN 71G. 5- /

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

~CENTOFVIETNAMESE PARTICIPATION (LABOR) IN 1ST MARDIV CIVIC ACTION PROJECTS 9 

cALENbARY!ARS 1969/1970/1271 

The percent of Vietnamese part,1c1pation achieved in January 1971 was 90.5% 

as compared against the monthlr averate of 86.7% in 1970 and 74.2% in 1969. 
There is no goal'or norm as such established for Vietnamese participation in 

1st Marine Division civic aetion projects. However~ a high percentage of 

participation is desired i not only be~a.use it gives the Vietnamese individually 

and collectively an investment in the~r own development9 but more importantly" 

it involves an identification with the Vietnamese government. All 1st Marine 

Division civic action projects are coordinated with and approved by the GVN at 

least up to and including Province 9 and the projects are primarily attributed~ 

to the GVN. 1st Marine Division participation is limited to material~ trans-'" 

portation g engineering assistance g and technical advice not available through 

GVN channels. 

The present high percentage of Vietnamese participation in 1st Marine DiviSion 

civic action projects represents a desirable norm which will be maintained in 

the future. 
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PERCENT OF VIETNAMESE PARTICIPATION (LABOR) IN 1ST MAR DIV CIVIC ACTION PROJECTS,

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

The percent of Vietnamese participation achieved in January 1971 was 90.5%

as compared against the monthly average of 86.7% in 1970 and 74.2% in 1969.

There is no goal or norm as such established for Vietnamese participation in

1st Marine Division civic action projects. However, a high percentage of

participation is desired, not only because it gives the Vietnamese individually

and collectively an investment in their own development, but more importantly

it involves an identification with the Vietnamese government. All 1st Marine

Division civic action projects are coordinated with and approved by the GVN at

least up to and including Province, and the projects are primarily attributed

to the GVN. 1st Marine Division participation is limited to material, trans-

portation, engineering assistance, and technical advice not available through

GVN channels.

The present high percentage of Vietnamese participation in 1st Marine Division

civic action projects represents a desirable norm which will be maintained in

the future.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN) PERCENTAGE OF VIETNAM

IN 1ST MARINE DIVISION CIVIC ACTION PROJECTS, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971
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VIETNAMESE_TIWYt!" BY MEDCAP/DENTCAP i CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1210/1971 

'l'be number of persona tr"eated during January 1971 was 8~306~ this is 29148 
below the monthly average of Vietnamese civilians treated by the Medical and 
Debta1 Civic Action Programs during 1970. In 1970 .. several organizations~ 
the most significant being 7th Marines and i6th Ma.rines~ WEre redeployed from 
Vietnam. This represented a loss of MedCap/DentCap capaeility of approximately 
25%~ both in the number of teams availa.ble and in the medical supplIes 
available. 

There is nc numerical goal as such9 the single objective being to treat as many 
Vietnamese as possible consistent with operational commitments. The determining 
factors are the tempo ~'f operations and the availability of" expendable medical 
supplies. 

In 19699 and early 1970, the primary source of MedCap supplies was Project 
Handclasp. The public attitude and the reduced U.S. Navy presence in Military 
Region I has resulted in the sharply reduced availability a.nd dependability of 
procurement of Handclasp supplies. 

As a reBu1t~ MedCaps/DentCaps are programmed and directed to use expendable 
military medical/dental supplies as the primary source~ The limited availability 
of me~~cal/dental supplies for civic action programs is the single most 
importa.nt limiting factor in the number of Vietnamese treated. Since these 
supplies are subJetlt to b'lldgete.ry ceneiderations it is expected that between 
7,000 - 8,000 persons represents the maximum capability of the 1st Marine Division 
as presently constituted and will be reduced proportionatel~ as Division Units 
redeploy. 

c_ S-.$ 

DECLASSIFIED 

31 JAN 71 

DECLASSIFIED

VIETNAMESE TREATED BY MEDCAP/DENTCAP, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971

The number of personal treated during January 1971 was 8,306, this is 2,148
below the monthly average of Vietnamese civilians treated by the Medical and

Debtal Civic Action Programs during 1970. In 1970, several organizations,
the most significant being 7th Marines and 26th Marines, were redeployed from

Vietnam. This represented a loss of MedCap/DentCap capability of approximately
25% both in the number of teams available and in the medical supplies
available.

There is no numerical goal as such, the single objective being to treat as many
Vietnamese as possible consistent with operational commitments. The determining
factors are the tempo of operations and the availability of expendable medical

supplies.

In 1969, and early 1970, the primary source of MedCap supplies was Project

Handclasp. The public attitude and the reduced U.S. Navy presence in Military

Region I has resulted in the sharply reduced availability and dependability of

procurement of Handclasp supplies.

As a result, MedCaps/DentCaps are programmed and directed to use expendable

military medical/dental supplies as the primary source, The limited availability
of medical/dental supplies for civic action programs is the single most

important limiting factor in the number of Vietnamese treated. Since these

supplies are subject to budgetary considerations it is expected that between

7,000 - 8,000 persons represents the maximum capability of the 1st Marine Division

as presently constituted and will be reduced proportionately as Division Units

redeploy.
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1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN). CUMULATIVE VIETNANESE TREATED BY MEDCAP/

DENTCAP, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970
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