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HEADQUARTERS
18t Marines, ist Marine Division (* .inj. "iTF
o/e FPO San Ficreisoo, Calidommic »u62.

3/MWH/ agv

8 Jan 66
) Ser: ©0L— 66
From: Comz-:i.ng Officer
Tot Corr :+ding General, 1st Marine Division {-uin), FMP

Subj: 9Yst rurines Command Chionology; subwissio. ef
Ref: {(a) DivO 5750.2
Enol: (1) Subject Report

1+ In acccxdance with reference (a), enolosure (1) is submitted as the
Command Chronology of the 1st Marines for the period 1 July - 31 Dec 65,

2. Part I of this report covers the Organization Data/Attas ments, period
covered and a breskdown of Commanding Officers, Staff and Chief Subordinetes.
A Narretive Summery of Significant Fvents follows, which is designed to
present the highlights of the pariod oovered without delving into gueat
detail, The dotailod Chronology of wvente depicts the day by day operations
of the Rogiment. Dooumentation of the presentetion containsed in Part I is
conteinod in the following three attached appendixes,

p}J‘/‘/;. appendix A: Tabulated Documents

&}j\d %. Appendix Bt Unit directivcs, S0P's, Orders and Reports
0.

appendix Ct Chronologies oft

“1st Battalion, 3rd Marines

/3rd Battolion, 1st Marines

st
“Tond Battalion, 3rd Farimes (o be submitted separately)

R

3, Tpis cover lettor is declassifiod upon being detached from enclosurc (1).

LB TS

B. B. .I]ITCH.ELL

DOWNGRADED AP 3 YEAR INTERVALS ‘

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YERS,

DD DIR 5200010 . 2 ./

ENCLOSURE(6)
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Data/Attachzents:

a. Desirmation/Locazion

At the begi.ning of the reorting period the :st karine Regiwent,
First larine Division (~) (Rein), was located a% Caup San hateo, hurine Corps
Base, Camp Fendleton, California. A% thot cine tiie Regiwent vas composed of
Headquarters Company, lst, 2nd, and 3xrd Battalions, ls+t MMarines. On 29 July,
Hegimentel Lancing Team~-l was activaited far slanning by the Conarding
General, First Marine vivision (-) (Rein). Orders wverc also received to pre-
pare for overseas deploynent. The Regimental Landing Ceam~l consisting of
Headguarters Cospany and Batialiorn Landing Teams 1/1 and 2/1 and other First
Marine Division units embarked in Amphibims Squadron Cne shipping sailed
fron West Coast Ports on the 10th of August 1965. .‘he 3rd Batitation, lst
IMr:.nus repaired at Camp Pendleton and vas active.ed as Bat.alion Landing
“ear 5/1 on 7 August 1965.

Sailing Orders for Reci.ental L nding Tean-l1 directed tuct Regiuwental
Landing veam-i minus Batialion Landing Team 1/1 proceed to Okinava and re-
port to the Con.anding Gencral, First warine Division (BWD) for operational
control, “he Regiwental Landing Jean so reported on 27 August ¢no dise barked
in Okinavan ports on 28 August 1965. Batitalio Landing “ean l/l s in re-
ceipt of orders to sail to Viet Nam and report to the Conmanding General,
“nird barine Amphibious Force for Operatimal Control. Bastalion Lading
Team 1/1 was dissolved on 28 August and the 1st Battelion, lst harines landed
at DANNEHG, VietHam on 28 August 1965.

Regimental Landing ‘eam-l Headquarters was established et Caip Handen
upon arrival Qkinawa. The Re;i..ental Landing rean vas dissolved on 17
Secteober 1965 and the lst ii:rings remmined at Camp Hansen until 11 Hoverber
1965 at vhich time the Head:uarters vas moved to Camp Schueb uhere he
3rd Batialion, lst Liarines had been located since arrival Qkinava.

“he Znd Battalion, lst lurines was activated or operations as Ba%tisalion
Landing “eam 2/1 orn 1 Scptember 1965 and vas cowmitted to Special Linding
Force Operations under operational control of CP#. 79 on 1 Sepiewber 1965,

After completion ol the Specinl Landing Force corwttment, the 2nd Battw. ion,
landed in Viet¥Nam on 10 Jeceuber 1965 and wus asszgned to the Third Laxrin
Division.

Muring o stay oo Okirnawa, ine Rogiment participated in rotation of
fantry Batialions to and from VietNam. The .st Battalion, jrd arines vas
joined for operational control during the period 22 Sepienber ~ 12 Hoveubaor.
The 2nd Bat:ialion, 3rd Marines was 2lso joined during the period 29 Hovemb.r-
31 Decenber,

On 21 Dececber 1965, Regimental landing eam-l uas once wgein activated
for plenning by the Co..anding General, First liarine Division (Rein). In-
structions were reccived to orepare .f.‘or der.oyaent to Vietdan.
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. At the close of the reporting period the lst Marines was composed of
Headquarters Company and the 3rd Battalion, 1lst Marines.Plans and preparations
were beingmade for the deployment of Regimental Landing Team-1 to VietNam.

b. Period Covered:
1 July - 31 December 1965
c. Name/Rank of Commanding Officer, Staff and Chief Subordinates

HEADQUARTZRS, FIRST MARINES:

Co Col MITCHELL
X0 LtCol BLEDSOE
SgtMaj SgtMaj VICKERS
Sl Capt WOOIWARD (1 Jul-19 Sept)Capt DUPONT(20 Sept.-
. Adj Capt WOOTWARD (1 Jul-19 Sept)Capt DUPONT(20 Sept-
S.2 Maj RISELEY
S<3 Maj HOPKINS (1 Jul-6 Nov) Maj WELKRER (7 Yov-29 Dec)
Maj HAMLIN (29 Dec-
Air Officer Maj WELKER
S 4 Maj VORGANG
Comn0 LtCol RASTASI(1 Jul-20 Dec)l¥aj McBRIDE(2L Dec-
€0 HqCo 1stLt JEMNINGS (1 Jul-6 Aug)Capt WURPHY(? Aug-
Chaplain LCDR HINDERER
. Regttl Surgeon Lt MULLANNEY
1st Bn, lst Marines 2nd Bn, isi Marines
1 Jul - 28 Aug 65 1 Jul - 6 Sept 65
co LtCol McCLOSKEY co LtCol HANIFIN
X0 laj GEORGE X0 Maj SAUNDERS(! Jul-18 Oct)Maj WICKHAM(19 Oct
‘aj NONE SgiMaj SgtMaj MOORE
:i 1stLt KEELEY S-1 1stLt CHAMBERS
Adj 1stLt KEELEY Ad) 1stLt GURROLA
S-2 1stLt WILSON 5-2 Capt LAVAN
5.3 Capt WOODROW 5-3 Capt PAGE (1 Jul-8 Aug) Maj WICKHAM(9 Aug-
18 Oct)Haj HAVILAND(19 Oct-
S-4 Capt MARSH S-4 Capt TARSEN
CommQ  1lstlt GRIFFIN CormO0 Capt REED
H&S Co  1stLt SARAFIELD H&S Co Capt LINDAUER
A Co Capt MAXWELL E Co Capt HAMMOND
B Co Capt HART F Co  Capt MIXSON (1 Jul-8 Aug)Capt- PAGE(9 Aug-
C Co Capt CARTWRIGHT G Co Capt SIBLEY
D Co Capt DRAKE H Co Capt CARTY

2 igigssirieD |
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3rd Bn, 1st Marines

1 Jul - 31 Dec 65

co LtCol YOUNG
X0 Maj JCHNSON
Sgtiaj SgtMaj BELVIN
S-1 IstLt HUMTER
Adj 2rndLt KIKNG

5-2 Capt BAGGETT
5«3 Maj FILIMORE
S-4 Capt GONZALIS
Corm0O Maj McCOURY
HsS Co Capt SICLAIR
ICo Capt LECKY

K Co Capt PEASE

L Co Capt SCHULSTER
M Co Capt LATTING :

d. Narragtive Summary of Sipnificant Events,

On 28 June, Colonel B. B, MITCHELL assumed command of the 1st Marine Re-
giment, First Marine Division, Camp Pendleton, Californisz. Shortly thereafter
on 10 July, Commanding Officer, 13t Marines was advised that the 1st Marine
Regiment was on a %en day alert status for possible deployment, Normal in-
creased readiness rmeasures were placed into effect immediately. Regimental
Landing Team-~-l was activated for planning by Cormanding General, First Marine
Division msg 290031Z Jul. Plarning conferences were held in the days to come
for all units concernsd. An assumsd sailing date of 15 September was soon
changed to 10 August. Through a series of messages and other appropriate
reporting procedures embarkation problems were resolved., Shipping assigned
from COMPIIBRON-CNE included the USS HENHICO, APA-LS; USS ILINAWEZ, APA-195;
USS BEXAR, APA-237; US5 UNION, AKA-106; USS GUNSTON HALL, ISD-5 and USS WEX-
FORD COUNTY, IST-1165. Regimental Headquarters Company sailed on USS HIKRICO
APA-L5; other elements of 1st Battalion, 1st Marines were aboard the USS
WEXFORD COUNTY, LST-1165; Battalion Landing Team 2/1 sailed on USS BiXAR,
APA-237, USS UNION, AKA-106 ad USS GUNSTON HALL, ISD-5.

On the morning of 10 August, Regimental Landing Team-1 less Battalion
Landing Team 3/1 “chopped" to OPCON Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force
Pacific by its msg 101730Z Aug (MOVREP). Batialion landing Team 3/1 remained
at Camp Pendleton under OPCON, Commanding Gensral, First Marine Division
(=) (Rein) until 23 August 1965, After sailing from long Beach, Battalion
Landing Team 3/1 reported to Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force Pacific
for OPCON effective 2321007 Auvg.

Commarding Officer, Regimental Landing Team~l msg 2412327 Aug directed
Cormarding Officer, 1st Battalion, 1st Marines to report to Commanding
General, Third Marine Amphibious Force for OPCON upon arrival DANANG., It
further directed Cormanding Officer, 1st Battalion, lst Marines to direct
former Battalion Larding Team 1/l attachments aboard USS LENAWEE to report
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to Commanding Cfficer, Regi-ental Landing “leam-1 for OPCCI upon arrival
Okinava. The lst Batiolion, lst Hnrines, "chouped" to OPCON Commandirg
Gencral, Third ifYrire Avphibious Force effective 2502464 Aug. Co.neiding
Orficer, Re_imentel Landing Team-1 zeporied fur OPCON %o Commanding General,
Mrst harine dividon (=) (Rein) (AD) in his msg 2706L.5% Aug.

Unloading at \iiive Beach comxenced at 0830 on the 18th of Aujws t 1965,
The Repimental Headquarters Company and Zattalion Landing Tear 2/1, moved into
Camp Hensen., Cormanding Officer, lst liarines was designated as Camp Conusander
Caxp Hensen and was charged with the operations safety and security of the
Caup.

Comranding Officer, Regimental landing leam-l usg 130904% Sept revised
the Tesk Organization of Regiwmental Landing Team-l. Regiientel Landing Teai-
1 vas deactivated by Co:randing General, First marine Division msg 160150Z
Sept effective 1T7CCOLlI Sept. he 3rd Battalion, Sth Marines errived on
Okinawa 22 September and was redesigmated lst Battalion, 3rd iarines in
accordance vith Comranding Gen.ral,First lirire Division esg 200715% Sept.

Bat.aiion landing Teum 2/1 'chopped” to OPCOIl CTG 78.5 on 7 Septerber
and vas designated as U 78.9.2, by COF 79 meg 010503Z Sept. 'he Special
Landing “orce (SLF) vas eubarked in assigned shipping of .G. 76.5 aboard
Uss L0 JTIA, LPE-23 US3 POLT DoFIaliCs, LSD-31 and USS TALIaDJGA, APA-208
and departed Okinawa 7 Septeuber 1965.

In early October a situation developed in Indonesia which caused the
activation of Battalio. Landing “eams 3/l and 1/3 and recuired thi.t they re-
rain in an alert status for deployment. This action was directed by Comcand-
ing Genersl, First Marine Division {Rein) msg 0205372 Oct. Comzanding Gencral
7irst izarine Division (Rein) msg 0205372 Oct and 020538% Oct activated
Battalion Larding Teams 3/1 and 1/3 respcctively. On 4 October, ihe Com.and-
ing Gensral, First iiacine Jivision by his nmessage 0407472 Oct relexed the
alert stutus .nd normal training vas resuned.

The Comanding Cfficey, lst karines wes directed by the Comranding
Gencral, Mirst harine Division o0 establish. a treining ve..icle capable of
cualfy:ing 541 basic iarines for 0S's in occupational field 0500. This
mission vas assigned to ensure edequate (8 training of FiFPAC replacement
personnel orior to their assisnment to a Combat Zone. Yherefore, a cou-
prehensive, short trzini g program had o be esteblished. A Provisional
Basic Training Unit vas established on 22 Qoctober amd trairing coul enced on
23 October %o coumply writh Com:anding Genzral, First lMarine Jivision nsg 005502
Oct. ilajor J. P, RISILEY wa:. designated as Ofrficer-in~Charge. %.4is training
function continued throushout the remeinder of the reporting period.

On 20 October the Commarding Officer, lst ltarine Regi.ent acco.panied the
Com:anding General, rirst harine Division on a four day tri, to Fuji Yreining
Area Fuji, Japan. On 26 October the Couzending Officcr, lst harine Regiment
again accompanied the Coumanding General, First Marine Vivision on a Vo
day trip to Subic Bay to visit Battalion lLanding Team 2/1.
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From 23 Cctober to the close of the reporting period the lst Marines
assisted in the refresher training of Infantry Battalions that were rotated
to Ckinawa from VietNam. During the rotation battalion training cycle
special emphasis was placed on firing exercises, counterguerrilla warfare
school and landmine warfare demolitions and booby trap training. Individual
training included: Formal training for field radio operators, wiremen,
drivers, mechanics, weapons repair, N3C defense, Language and embarkation,

On preparation for deployment to VietMNam, Battalion Landing Team 1/3
was activated for opsrations by Commanding General, First Marine Division
msg 0107302 Nov effective 030001 Nov. Battalion Landing Team 1/3 sailed from
Okinawa on 12 November 1965.

On 3 and b November, Mr. HANSEN BALDVIN, military editor of the New York
Times, Major General S. S. WADE, Cormanding General, Fleet Marine Force
Pacific forvard/Cormanding General, First Amphibious Corps, Brigadier Ceneral
F, M. PIATT Jr., Third Marine Division Assistant Division Commander designate
and Lieutenant General A, WATSON II, United States Army, Iigh Commissioner
Ryukyan Islands visited rifle companies of Battalion landing Team 1/3 and
3rd Battalion, 1lst Marines to observe training,

On 11 November, the Regimental Headquarters moved to Camp Schwab where
the 3rd Batialion, lst Marines was located since arrival Okinawa. Colonsl
B. B. MITCHRLL was designated as Camp Commander, Camp Schwab,

The Fleet Marine Force Pacific Inspsction Team inspected the 3rd Bat~-
talion, 1st Marines on 26 November,

Battalion Landing Team 3/1 was activated for plarning, effective 0900011
Nov, by Commanding General, First Marine Division msg 05053CZ Nov. DBattalion
Landing Tean 3/1 was activated for operations «n 080007L Dec and directed to
prepare to assume the mission of relieving Battalion Landing Team 2/1 of the
Special Landing Force role on 13 December 1965, However, Battalion Landing
Team 2/ was committed to Combat Operations in VietNam which caused a change
in plans for its return to Okinawa. 3Battalion Landing Team 3/1's Task
Organization was modified to reflect prospective deployment to Vietham and
training continued.

On 3 December the Commanding General, First Marine Divisicn inspected
Battalion Landing Team 3/1. Daring this inspection the Under Secretary of the
Ravy, the Honorable R. BALDWIN visited the Battalion, accompanied the Commard-
ing General during part of ths inspsction and addressed the Landing Team prior
to his departure,

Rear Admiral J, W. KZLLY, USK, Chief of Chaplains made an inspection tour
of Camp Schwab, Marine Chapel and observed training in the Northern Training
Area on 16 December 1965. The Regimental/Camp Commander and Camp Chaplain
entertainzd him at a luncheon. Accompany-ng Rear Admirdl KELLY was Captain
John WISSING, First Marine Division Chaplain and Commander L. S, DARKO.JSKT,
CHC, USN from the Chaplains Division,

5 U
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Commanding General, First Marine Division msg 1802404 Dec effective
2000011, activated Battalion Landing Team 2/3 for operations for subsequent
assignment as the Special Landing Force.

Regimental Landing Team-l1 was activated for planning by Commanding
General, First Marine Division msg 210420Z Dec, effective 2200011 Dec.
Cormmanding General, First Marine Division msg 2222002 Dec established 6 Jan-
vary 1966 as the Readiness Deployment Date for Regimental Landing Team-1
and the expected deployment date of Regimental Landing Team-l as approximately
11 January 1966. Commanding Officer, Regimental Landing Team-1 was designated
as Embarkation Group Commander/Commanding Officer, of Embarked Troo; s in
accordance with Cormanding General, First Marine Division msg 2307112 Dec.

On Christmas Day Staff NCO's under the supervision of the Regimental
Sergeant Major held a Christmas party for 62 children 6 to 7 years of age
from Henoko.

Commanding General, First Marine Division msg 2706002 Dec assigned ship-
ping to Battalion Landing Team 2/3. Ships included USS VALLEY FORGE, LPH-8
USS MONTROSE, APA-212%, USS KONTICELLO, LSD-35. The Landing Team embarked and
departed Okinawa on 3 January to carry out assigned Special Landing Force
missioh,

A%t 1400, 28 December Cormmanding Officer, Regimental Landing Team-1 held
a planning conference with representatives of all supporting units attached to
Regimental Landing Team-1.

During that portion of the reporting period while on Okinawa, the Regiment
actively participated in the People to People program as follows: Assistance
in the procurement of & building for the Mayor of Kin Village, helped rebuild
playgrounds for schools, arranged for road improvement, participated in social
and athletic events, and assisted in the distribution of Handelasps Materials.
Under the supervision of the Camp Chaplain English classes were conducted
twice a week for interested Okinawans and school Children.

The 1st Marine Regimental Commander accompanied the Commanding General,
First Marine Division on & trip to VietNam 31 December. Appropriate Staff
Officers from Division and Regimental Staff accompanied them.

As of 31 December 1965, the Provisional Basic Training unit which was es
tablished on 22 Cctober, joined a total of 930 basic Marines. Training of 507
of these Basics was completed by the year end and appropriate H0S's were
assigned. This 1st Marine Training function was terminated 31 December as the

responsibility for the Basic training was assigned to the lst Reconnaissance
Battalion,
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Zs Detailed Chronology of Events

. 15 July

24 July
29 July

30 July

9 Aug
10 Aug
1l Aug

15 Aug

19 Aug

CO, 1si lar advised by CG, lstilarDiv that, lst MarRegt was on a

10 day alert for deploymeni, CG, FFPAC msg 220533Z July {not held
this com:and) advised CG, lst harDiv t0 activate an additional

RIE.

CO, ist lMar reported its st.tus of deployable persomrel to CG, lst
ardiv,

CG, 1lst liarDiv msg 2900312 July activa.ed RUF-1 for planning. (Sce
Lppendix A Tab 2).

G0, RLr-1 was advised by telephone that the Service Bn attachments
would not be available ror deployment with RLP-1. At 1500, O,
RLP-1 held & vlanning coaference for ihe atsached units, to advise
them of the current status, conrirm t.eir capabilities to support,
issue a tentative RII Task Organization and discuss problems,. :For
Task Orgenization, (See Appendix B Tab 3).

CO, RLI-1 issued his tentative Operution Order to Bils 1/1 and 2/1
on 020800 Aug. (See Appendix B ‘Tab 1).

USS WoXFORD COUNSRY and USS GALiSI0M HALL cowrenced loeding at Dau
SAR and Sal DIEGO and sailed on 6 August.

CO, RL-1 issued his Operation Order (;#322-65) at 0608002 Aug, (Sec
Avpen.ix B Taeb 2). CG, lstMarDiv msg 080613% Aug conririmed eu-
barkation instructions. (Sec Apvendix A Pab 6). CG, lst kiarDiv
nsg 110121Z Aug contained instructions for deployment. (See
Appendix A Tab 7).

The .wain elements of RIT-l (less units aboard the GUHS U HALL and
the /EXFORD COUNTY) staged fro.. CAWP PSDLYCH to LOWG BuACH end
SAN DISGO on 9 aAugust.

The ships sailed on ‘he morning of 10 August when ALP-1 (less BIT
3/1) “chopped" to CG, rFHFPAC, by BL 3/1 msg 10L730Z aug (.OVREP).
(See Aopendix & Tab 8).

€O, 31F 3/1 assumed duties as CO, RIM-1 (Rear) and reported to C3Z,
lst ¥arDiv (-) (Rein) for OPCOW, 3LT 3/1 msg 112239Z7 Aug. (not
held this commend).

Advance Party RIPC-1 departed EL TORQ,received FiFVAC briefing at
PARL HARBOR end arrived Okinawa 18 aug.

CO, RIT-1 nsg 1909102 Aug reguested information and guidance from
CG, RIFPAC.on the Special Landing Force to be provided by BLi 2/1
(See “ppendix A Tab 9).
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21 Aug

2h Aug

25 Aug -

27 Aug -

28 Avg -

1 Sept

12 Sept -

13 Sept -

1k Sept -

CTF. 79 msg 2106262 AUG (not held tiis command) while not answering
CC, RLT-1 msg 190910Z Aug, provided the designations, units (BLT
2/1 and IGiti-163) and establish:d conference schedules and res-
ponsibilities., (See Appendix A Tab 9)

CO, RLT-1 msg 2L1232Z Aug (See Appendix A Tab 10) directed €O, BLT
1/1 to report to GG, 3d MAF for OPCON upon arrival DANANG., It
further directed CO, ELTY1 to direct fommer ELT 1/1 attachments
aboard LENAWEE, to report to CC, RLT-1 for OPCON upon arrival
Okinavia.

€0, RLT-1 msg 2509562 Aug (See Appendix A Tab 11) requested in-
formatior concerning the unloading of ships on Okinawa., CG, 1st
¥arDiv (D) msg 250LL0Z Aug (not held this command) provided de-
barkation instructions and indicated the major portion of RLT-1
would be located at Camp Hansen and that the 1st Marbiv C.P. wuld
b2 located at Camp Courtney.

€0, RLT-1 reported for OPCON to CO, lst MarDiv in its msg 270615Z
Auge (See Appendix A Tab 12). Unloading at White Beach commenced
at 0830 on the 28th, the RLT Headquarters; BLT 2/1; 1st Bn, 1lth
Mar; Co A, 1st Tk Bnj Co A, 1st AT Bn amd Co A, Ist Med Bn moved to
Camp Hansen, €O, 1st Mar assumed the duties as Camp Commander,
Camp Hansen.

€O, BLT 1/1 msg 2802L67 Aug (See Appendix A Tab 13) "chopped " to
CG, 3d FAF and detached its attachments, effective 280246z Aug.

CITF. 79 msg 2606372 Aug (See Appendix A Tabll) activated BIT 2/1 as
the SLF for planning. CIF.79 msg 010503Z Sept (See Appendix A Tab
15) activated BLT 2/1 (TU 78.5.2) for operations with (1G 78.5)
effective 0L1000L Sept. After completion of a six day training
program, BLT 2/1 embarked as the (SIF) aboard the USS IWO JIMA,
LPH-2; USS TALIADEGA, APAw203; and USS POINT DEFLANGE, LSD-31 at
1600I on 7 September i th Hi®#-163. Task Organization for BLT 2/1
(See Appendix A Tab 16).

BLT 3/1 arrived on Okinawa. 3/ moved irto Camp Schwab., The
attached uniis moved into arsas occuppied bv their parent organ-
ization. AI) units attachsd to BIT 1/1 complsted arrival on
Okinawa,

CO, RLT-1 msg 13090kZ Sept (See Appendix A Tab 17) revised the Task
Crganization of RLT-1l; for revised Task Organization (See Appendix
A Tab 18). '

CG, lst MarDiv msg 1LOLOOZ Sept (See Appendix A Tab 19) assigned lst
Bn, 3rd Mar to Gperatonal Control of RLT-1 effective 1308001 Sept.

8 UNC
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16 Sept - RIf-1 as deactivated by CG, lstharDdiv msg 1606304 Sept (Sece

22 Sept -~

27 Sept -

2 Oct

4 Oct

20 Oct

21 Cct

23 Qct

Appendix A Tab 20) effective 1700013 Sept. lstier (-) (Rein) con-
sisted ofs HqCo, Lst ilar; 2nd Bn, lst iar} 3rd Bn, Lst siar, lst Bn,
3rd iars CG, lst HerbDiv usg 2006072 Sept.(See 4opendix A Tab 21)
indicated BIT 2/l as the SLF and noted OPCOi €6 7d.5 ADCOX remains

- with lst Hargdiv.

Yhe 3rd Bn, Sth Mar (LtCol R. R. DiCKEY) arrived on Okinava 22
Septewber was redesignated lst 8ny 3rd lar by CG, F:FPAC msg 0103574
Sent (nov held this ommand) and moved into Camp Hansen to begin

& 5 weeck training pro,ran.

BIP 15 was aciivated for planning, effective 270001I Sept, by CG,
1st HarDiv msg 2507402 Sept (Sec Appendix A Tab 22). Task Organ-
ization (See Appendix & Tab 23).

CG, lst karDiv msg 020539% Oct (See Avpendix A Tab 24) clerted 2
BITs 3/1 and 1/3% for vossible deployment by sea and/or air to In-
donesia for assistance in the evacuation of U, 5. lationals as & re-
sult of she confusion cuused by the attenpted coup against Presicent
SUKARIO, CG, lst iarDiv meg 020537% Oct (See Ajvendix 4 Tab 25)

and 0205384 Oct (See Appendix & Tab 26) activated BITs Y1 wnd 3/1
respectively for operations.

CG, lst lLarDiv meg O040747Z Oct (See appendix A ¥ab 27) rclaxed the
situation, deactivated Bil' 3/1 and recuced the status of BLy 1/3
to that of a BIf for plamnirg purposes only.

CG, lst iarDiv msg 200650Z Oct {See Appendix A Tab 28) required lst
Kar to qualify apuroximetely 541 basic larines in Occupational Tield
0500, A Provisional Besic ‘reining Unit vas established on 22
October to comply. Regimental Builetin 1500 of 22 October ore-
seribed a four weck program to train 433 riflemen (031l), 94 kachire-
guniers (0331), 27 iortamien (0341) and 27 AT Assault men (0351).

By the end of October, 142 basic rarines were traini.g in 3 platoons.

A1 rifle co.ipanies of the ist bn, 3rd Mar hod couwpleted 6 deys
counterguerrilla w.rfare training in the northern treining orea.

A meeting vas held at the lst narDiv CP to discuss rotation of Bu.s
from Vietiiam and Okinawa. entative agrecments includeds

(1) Puture SLF force viil relieve on Okinawa.

(2) Advance parties of 50 to 60 persounel should precede the
rotating Bli's by about 2 weeks.

(3) duture SLF Task Orgunizution may be revised 10 beb.er suil
WIAGGER THRUSTY requirements.

9 W@MSSHFHE%




' 30 Oct -
@

31 Oct

1 %Nov -

2 Nov -
24 Yov

3 Nov -

‘l' 8 Nov -

9 Nov -

10 Nov

10 Xov

15 Nov

19 Now
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A building from Camp Hansen was donated to the Mayor of KinSon to
be used for a school.

The Regimental Communications platoon conducted tests, with Kaval
Communication Station, Philippines, on the F¥Fdobile Command Cir-
cuit. Utilizing equipmenti organic to the Regiment and an On-Line
Oryptographic Radio Teletype Circuit was established with varying
degrees of success,

Liaison Party headed by Major C. R. VORGANG visited 2/3 for purpose
of BLT rotation,

10 men from PBTU donated blood for a 10 year old Okinawan girl.

Hr, Hansen BALDWIN, military editor of the New York Times, Major
General S. S, WADE, CG, FMFPAC forward/CG. 1st Amphibious Corps,
Brigadier General F. M, PLATT Jr. USMC, 3d MarDiv ADC designate
and LtGeneral A. WATSON II USA, High Commissioner Ryukyan Islands
visited 1/3 and 3/1 to observe training.

BLT 1/3 was activated for operations by CG, 1lst MarDiv msg 0107302
Nov (Mot held this command) effective 030001 Nov. CG, lst Mardiv
msg 040721Z Nov (See Appendix A Tab 29) ordered deployment to Viet
Nam. CG, lst MarDiv msg 050720Z Nov (not held this command) ordered
embark?tion 10 to 12 November. Task Organization (See Appendix A
Tab 30).

Regt HqCo moved from Camp Hansen to Camp Schwab., Colonel B. B,
MITCHELL assumed the duties as Camp Commander effective, 0800, 11
Novenber.

BLT 3/1 was activated for planning effective 090001I Nov, by CG,
1st MarDiv msg 0505307 Nov (See Appendix A Tab 31) and for further
asiignment as the SLF, For Task Organization (See Appendix A Tab
32).

The traditional Marine Corps Birthday Ceremony wzs held throughout
the Island. During the evening hours various cake cutting cere-
monies were celebrated at respective clubs.

Loading of BLT 1/3 equipment commenced on 10 November and was com-
pleted on 12 lovember. BLT 1/3 embarked aboard USS SKAGIT, AKg-10S
USS KAGOFFIN, APA-199; USS OAK HILL, LSD-5 and departed Ckinawa

12 November,

The Advance Party 2/3 arrived Okinawa, Tmmediate preparation was
under taken to receive the remainder of the Battalion.

Tactical Air Control Parties from Regt HqCo, 3rd Bn, 1s

Tac A ] rt H » 1st Mar pgpt.

§c1pated in Close Air Support Training at N:T.A. All Wéatherpapt
quadron (VMFAW-314) provided air-craft and Marine Air Control

L Air Support Center.

Squadron ~ Six acted as a provisional Dir
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3rd Bn, lst Marines completed Counterguerrilla farfare Training,
Raid Training was completed 2L November,

CG, 1st HarDiv msg 230220Z Nov deactivated BLT 2/3 for operations
and remairs activated for planning only. (See Appendix A Tab 33).

The MMFPAC Inspection Team inspected 3rd Bn, lst llar,

The Advance Party, 3rd Bn, Lth Mar arrived to discuss details of
the Battalions relisf in Vietliam.

€0, 1st Marines conducted a clothing and equipment inspection of
3rd Bn, 1lst Mar in preparation for the CG's Inspection.

CG, 1st MarDiv msg 2613107 Dec (See Appendix A Tab 3h), provided
for a pre-embarkation inspection of BLT 3/1, The Under Secretary
of the Kavy, Honorable R, BAIUJTIN accompanied the CG on the In-
spection.

CG, FMFPAC arrived Okinawa 0508001,
Junched vth the Officers.

Visited 2rd Bn, 3rd Mar and

CG, lst MarDiv msg 0607L5Z Dec (See Appendix A Tab 35) activated BLT
3/1 for oparations and deployment. Task Organization (See Appendix
A Tab 32).

- A Tactical Air Control Party trai ing exercise was conducted at
ke T. A. Marine Adr Control Squadron-Six acted as a provisional
Direct Air Support Center. The F-105 aircraft, carrying simulated
ordnance were from the 18th Tactical Fighter Wing, 313th Division,
the following units participated; HgCo, 1st Mar, 3rd Bn, 1st Mar,
Force Reconnaissance Company, lst Hecon Bn and representatives
fram Division Air,

CG, Lst MarDiv msg 09CL55Z Dec (See Appendix A Tab 36) indicated
that delay in availability of shipping had caused slippage in
schedule of departure dates for deployment of BLT 3/1, BLT 3/1 will
cormence a 10 day training program designed o maintain personnel
and equipment in a satisfactory deplosable status,

€O, USS VAILZIY FORGE msg 091730Z Dec (See Appendix A Tab 37) re-
quested that BLT 2/1 return to Okinawa after completion of operations
in Vietham,

CG, 13t MarDiv msg 1106L0Z Dec (See Appendix A Tab 38) directed
BLT 2/1 to direct operational nzeds to appropriate IIT MAF Head-
quarters; that request to return to Okinawa was beyond purview of
CG, 1lsi MarDiv,

Liaison parties from Regt'l HqCo departed for VietNam. LiColonel
BL7DSCE, Maj WELKER, Captain MORRISCY, lstlt JURNEY.
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A second liaison nurty from Regi'l HgCo departed for VietNam.

Rear Admiral James /., (BLLY, USH, Chief of Chapleins made an in-
spection tour of the Camp Schweb ...rine Chupel and was entertained
at a Jluncheon by the Regiuental/Camp Comzender and Caup Chaplains
on 16 Deccrber 1965. Accowpanying RAZI KuLLY was Capuain John
UISSLiG, lst iarine Division Cheplain and QDR L. 8. DAIKCWSKI, CHC
TSl fron the Chaplains Division.

CG, lst iarDiv msg 1802417 Dec (Sec A .pendix 4 Tab 39), effective
200001T Dec, activated BIR 5/1 for operacions. Task Organization
modified to rellcet prospective assiynment to Vietilam vice SLB

Tactical Air Control Parties from HqCo, lst FHary 3rd Bn, lst Lar;

and 2nd Bn, 3rd; lar conducted a training exercise at N.vr.h. Sup-

port aircraft (F-105's) from the Air Force carried siiulated ord-
nanoe loads. 4 sorties were flowm end 2 runs vere con.rolied in

support; MACS-6 participuled as the DASC,

CG, lst iarDiv msg 2104202 dec (See aAppendix A Tab 41) activated
RIF-1 Headquarters and supporting units for pianning effective
2200011 Ded. Xor Task Organization (See Appendix 4 Tab 41).

CG, lst marbiv msg 230711%2 Dec (See Appendix A Tab 42) designated
€O, nLf-1 as Jmbarkation Group Com.ander/CO, of ewbarked troops
for R.U.I.’—l.

The Reyirental Sergeent kiajor supcrvised a Christmas party for 62
Okinawvans school cirldren ages 6~7 from Henoko.

CG, ist larDiv ms,, 270600Z Dec (See Appendix A Tab 43) assigaed
shivoing to BLT 2/3. CG, lst narDiv msg 271340% Dec (See Appendix
A Tab 44) deactivated BL? 3/4 for operations, rerains activated for
planning.

At 1400, CO, 2Lf-1 held a planning conference for the attached units
listed (Sec Apuendix A Tab 41) to udvise them of the ¢ urrent staius
confirm their cepabilities to suuport and discuss problems.

“he Regiment actively particivated in the People to People program
as fol.ows: Donation of a building to the Mayor of Kin Village,
helped rebuild playgrounds for schools, arranged for road improve-
ments, participeted in social and athletic events, acsisted in the
distribution of Handclasps l.uterisls. Under the supervision of the
Camp Chaplain English class were eonducted twice a week for in-
terested Okinawans and school children.

The €O, lst ilar accoupanied the CG, 1lst karDiv on 2 trip to Vietliar.
Approvriate Staff Officers from Division and Regimentai Steff accom-
sanied then.

UNCERSSIFIED




 g— | JRUECITSS TR

. 31 Dec - As of 31 Dec 1965, the Provisional Basic Training unit which was
established on 22 October, joined a total of 930 Basic Marines.
Training of 507 of these Basics was completed by the year end and
appropriate NCS!'s were assigned. This lst Marine training function
was terminated 31 December as the responsibility for the Basic
training was assigned to the 1lst Reconnaissance Battalion.

13 UNCLASSIFIED




