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RBGIM.tmTAL ORDER 54.QO.1 
j 

Fromt Coramanding Offioer 
~o: Distribution List 

Bubjt let liarines P~oviaional Hille Company 

Rott (a.) 1st l>Iarincs 0p0 ~4~6 

Enol' (1) Composi tioD of Provisional Oompany 
(2) Conoept of ~ployment 

• 

RegtO 5400.1 
3/TlifIl/ rhh 
7 l1s.roh 1966 

1. Purpose. To provide for the organization ot a ~rovieional B1flo Companr 
foxreed from the attached oompanies of the let Marine Regiment. 

a. Duo to a. constantly ohanging taotioal situation within and adja.cent to 
the Chu La! TaOH, it is mandatory that all a.vailable personnel be organized 
into provisional rifle "Wlits. 

b. Two provisional p;l.atoons have been orsanized in i:ieadquartore Company, 
1st ~~rines and have boon eftoctivetv employod for reliof of riflo platoons 
in fixed position in oraer that they could bo mora effeotively employed in 
their traditional rolo ot infantr,y. 

c. Ii' the 1st Hru:ines is attMkod by 8ll onemy force or rooeivos eo mission 
that requires committing the rog:l.montal. reserve, it will bo necossary to 
immediately rooonstituto tho resorvo. It is unlikely that torcos will be avail~ 
ablo £rom tho Infantry Ba.ttalions, thoroforo tho rtcgim.cnt must be proparod to 
rooonstituto a rosorvo trom tho Headquartors Company and tho attachod companios. 

, 
d. Acoordingl,y, 11 Provisional kiflo Company will bo formod from porsonnel 

and oquipmont or tho attaohod oompanios. ~ho oomposition of tho Company is 
contained in ~~losuro tl). ~hc cocccpt of cmploymont of this forco ia sot 
tonh in onclosuro (2). 

,. Action 

a. Cgmmgndins Officers. §ttachcd companios 

(1) Provide porsonnel for tbo Provisional Compa~ as indioatod in 
onolosuro (1). 

(2) r~tain current rosters of pcrsor.nol. 
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HEADQUARTERS
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RegtU 5400.1
3/TME/rhh

March 1966

REGIMENTAL ORDER 5400.1

From: Commanding Officer
Distribution ListTo:

Subjt 1st Marines Provisional Rifle Company

Ref: (a) 1st Marines OpO 343-66

Enol: (1) Composition of Provisional Company
(2) Concept of Employment

1. Purpose. To provide for the organization of & Provisional Rifle Company
formed from the attached companies of the lat Marine Regiment.

2, General

a. Due to a constantly changing tactical situation within and adjacent to
the Chu Lai TAOR, it is mandatory that all available personnel be organized
into provisional rifle units.

b. Two provisional platoons have been organized in Headquarters Company,
1st Marines and have been effectively employed for relief of rifle platoons
in fixed position in order that they could Do more effectively employed in
their traditional rolo of infantry.

C. If the 1st Marines is attacked by an enemy force or receives a mission
that requires committing the regimental reserve, it will be necessary to
immediately reconstituto the reserve. It is unlikely that forces will be avail-
ablo from the Infantry Battalions, therefore the Regiment must be propared to
reconstitute a reservo from the Headquartors Company and the attached companies.

d. Accordingly, a Provisional kiflo Company will be formed from personnel
and equipment of the attached companies. The composition of the Company is
contained in Enclosure (1). The concept of employment of this force is set
forth in enclosure (2).

3. Action

a. Commanding Officers, attached companios

(1) Provide personnel for tho Provisional Company as indicatod in
enolosure (1).

(2) Maintain current rostors of personnel.
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b. Copganding Ufficcr. EQe~cyart9~~~. Bo preparod to attach ono 

or two provisional platoons to the Provisio~~l hifle Company on order. 

c. Commanding Ortioo;:, Co A. 1st Arr.Trrc Battalion, FI'm' 

(1) ~rovide an officor to commend Provisional Rifle Company. 

(2) Cause the conduct of such training and reaotion drills that aro 
felt to be nocess ry to ensuro that the company is capable of accomplishing 
assigned missions. 

4. Support. 

t 

a. Weapons Md &!uippent. lndividue1 end orov served weapons and normal 
equipment vill be provided by the atkchod companios to their personnel as 
assignod in onclosure (1). In addition, each man vill possess body armor and ~ 
steol helmet. • 

b. CO::nnlunic~tions. When required, AJJ.jP"fuJ lOs and AN/P'rlC 6s will be provided 
by Co A 1st £ngr. Bn. Call signs and frequencies "'ill be iS6uod sopo.ratel,y. 'i'he 
Frovisionnl Company will enter tho Hcg10cntal Tao not ur~ess ~ttached to an 
Infontr,y Battalion. In the latter instanco, tho company will enter the Tao net 
of tho Battalion to which attcchcd. 

c. ::'upplies 

(1) Cle.ss 1. 11o£lbcrs of the compnny will cD.rry one J.1CI lUld two 
canteens of Hater when doployed. 

(c) Basic load for OD.ch woapon 

(b) Uno frag grono.de per llen 

(c) Ono illuoinntion grenade per con 

d. Resupplv. If tho cocpany requires resupply of Class I and Class V, 
it .Jill be ('.ccollplishod by tho unit to which ..... ssigncd. 

e. '2r"',l1spprtl1tion. Trr.r.sport,"'.tlon requests will be ::lMe to this hec..d­
qu~tora-(S-4) by tho provisionnl conpnny CC;tl~dor. 

5. Tho rules of ongagcnent sct forth in roforence (nJ will be strictly adhered 
to. 
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b. Commanding Officer, Hoadquarters Company. Bo propared to attach one
or two provisional platoons to the Provisional Riflo Company on order.

C. Commanding Officer. Co A. 1st AmTrec Battalion, FMF

(1) Provide an officor to command Provisional Rifle Company.

(2) Causo the conduct of such training and roaction drills that are
felt to be necess ry to ensure that the company is capable of accomplishing
assigned missions.

4. Support.

a. Weapons and Equipment. Individual and crew served weapons and normal

equipment will be provided by the attached companies to their personnel as

assigned in enclosure (1). In addition, each man will possess body armor and
steel helmet.

b. Communications. When required, AN/PRC 10s and AN/PRC 6s will be provided
by Co A 1st Engr. Bn. Call signs and frequencies will be issued separately. The
Provisional Company will enter the Regimental Tac net unless attached to an
Infantry Battalion. In the lattor instance, the company will enter the Tac not
of the Battalion to which attached.

C. Supplies

(1) Class I. Members of the company will carry one MCI and two
canteens of water when deployed.

(2) Class V

(a) Basic load for each weapon

(b) One frag gronade per man

(c) Ono illunination grenado per man

d. Rosupply. If tho company requires resupply of Class I and Class V,

it will be accomplished by the unit to which assigned.

C. Transportation. Transportation requests will be made to this hecd-

quarters (S-4) by the provisional company ccanander.

5. The rules of engagement set forth in reference (a) will be strictly adhered
to.

Bledger
'v.
W. i-i. BLEDSUE

By direction

Distribution: A
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Provisioncl Conarnv Billot 

CO 
GySgt 
Rndio Opcrf'.tor 
CorpS.tU!.II. 

let Pl3tQQn 

PIntoon COQD~dcr 
R'ldio Operator 
Throo Squads (~o Don per sq~'ld) ( 1) 

2d Platoon 

Platoon Coanandor 
w..dio Opcrfl tor 
'1\./0 Squads (10 non per squad) (1) 

,d Platoon 

?l~toon Coacandor 
Radio Operator 
1st Squad ~15 ~an) (1) 
2nd Squad 7 Don) (1) 

Woapons Scction 

N:G Section LOMor 
2 NG (fo'.60) Squads (4 Don each) 

RcgtO 5400.1 
7 Har 66 

Providing Unit 

Co A, Is t Artrrc:.c Bn 
CO A, 1st Arirrro,Q En 
Co A, 1st AoTra-c Bn 
Co A, lat JlcfrrllC Bn 

Co 11, 1st anTrcc Bn 

Co rt, 1st ~ra.c En 
Co ':1, 1st drec En 
Co il, 1 a t .ildJ!re..c Bn 

Co ;., 1st Tank En 

Co 1~, 1st Tonk Hn 
Co .!lS 1st T('.nk Bn 
Co 'l, 1st Tank En 

Go i.., 1st jug.r En 

Co .... t 1st iingr Bn 
Co ~, 1st .Mgr Bn 
Co ..... , 1st Engr En 
Co 3, 3d .b.T En 

Co B, 3d • .T En 

Go B, ,d is En 
Co B, ,d ~ En 

Notos: (1) ':J.1 ccnbora of rine sqUE..d.s inll bo at"Dod ,-lith 1-114 rifle. 

J:dlclosurc (1) 

RegtO 5400.1
7 Mar 66

COMPOSITION OF PROVISIONAL RIFLE COMPANY

Provisional Company Billot Providing Unit

CO Co A, 1st ArTrec Bn
GySgt Co A, 1st AmTrno Bn
Radio Operator Co A, 1st AnTrac Bn
Corpson Co 4, lst AmTrac Bn

Co 4, 1st AnTrec Bn1st Plateen

Platoon Commender Co My 1st ArfTrac Bn
Radio Operator Co is 1st anTrec Bn
Three Squads (10 non por squad) (1) Co is, 1st AnTrac Bn

Co2d Platoon 1st Tank Bning

Platoon Connander Co 11, 1st Tank Bn
Co itz 1st Tenk BnRedio Operator

Two Squads (10 non per squad) (1) 1st Tank BnCo 41,

Co is, 1st Angx Bn3d Platoon

1st ingr BnCoPlatoon Commander -1,

CoRadio Operator 4, 1st ingr Bn
1st Squad (15 mon) (1) 1st Engr BnCo 4,
2nd Squad (7 non) (1) Co 3, 3d AT Bn

Co B, 3d at BnWoapons Section

MG Section Leader Co B, 3d AT Bn
2 MG (M60) Squads (4 men cach) Co B, 3d 5 Bn

Notes: (1) All menbors of rifle squeds will be arned with M14 rifle.

Enclosure (1)
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1. Tho Provisional Coupe.ny "Jill be eI.lployed only on the ordor of Mel as 
directod by tho Couoanding Orficor, 1st M?~inos. 

2. Tho Provisional Co:~pany will no:coally be ct!ployod to. 

a. Occupy defensivo positions in tho soctors of Infantr,y Battalions when 
roquirod to replo.ca rifle units r/ho IlXC to bo duploycd elsm,here. 

b. Reconstitute the rcgioontru. resorve whon the roserVQ has boen cor:lJ'Ji ttod 
and no athol" forcos arc availablo rro~ the infantr.y batt~Jions. 

c. 'ro relieve Infc.nt.ry uni ta of tho :.rission of providing sccuri ty for e. 
portion of the Vitul ...roes WhOll tho Infantry units arc requirod for athol" 
rllssions. 

}. 4lort Instructions 

a. Upon recoipt of a. D~ssion 1'roo this hcaC.qurtors, tho proviaional. conpan,y 
conmndor will alert his personnol by FROST C.J.J.. to rendesvous wi thin ono hour 
aftor notice prepa.rod for iccediato doploy~;ont by truc!, or helicopter. Placo 
of rondo~vous Will be as dotortUncd by tho GODpa~ Uoooannor. 

b. Nissions will be givon to the oonpMY in tho fom of a frag ordor 
originating fron this headqu"rtora (83). 

Jncloeuro (2) 
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CONCEPT OF EMPLOYMENT OF Till PROVISION.L COMPANY

1. Tho Provisional Company will be employed only on the ordor of and as
directed by the Commanding Officer, 1st Merinos.

2. The Provisional Company will normally be employed to:

a. Occupy dofonsivo positions in the sectors of Infantry Battalions when
required to replace rifle units who are to be deployed elsewhere.

b. Reconstitute the reginental resorve whon the reservo has been committed
and no other forces are available from the infantry battalions.

C. To relieve Infantry units of the mission of providing security for a

portion of the Vital areas when the Infantry units are required for othor
missions.

3. Alert Instructions

a. Upon receipt of a mission from this headqu rtors, tho provisional company
connander will alort his personnel by FROST Call to rendezvous within ono hour
after notice prepared for immediate deployment by truck or helicoptor. Placo
of rondozvous will be as determined by the Company Connander.

b. Missions will be given to the company in the form of a frag order
originating from this headqu rters (S3).

Enclosure (2)


