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- READQUARTERS
1st Marine Division (Kein), RF
FF0, Sen Francisco, California 96602

3:10P1kgd

3480
Ser: 0032367
9 AUG 1967 -

Sl — Unclassified upon removal of enclosure (1)

Fram: Commanding Geueral
Tos Commuanding General, III Harim Azphibicus Force

Subj: Combat After Action Report; Operatiem ELLIOT

Ref: (&) BACV Dir No 335~8
(b) FHFPeeD 3000.4

Encl: (1) Subject Heport

1. In accordance with references (a) and (b) enclosure (1) is forwarded
horewlith.

2. Operations of this nature are necessary to confirm or deny intelliw
gonce reperts. Although characterized by wery light centact, Cperation
ELLTOT did confiim thet the area has been used Ly the enery, The opsr~
ation was oonsidered & sucgess in that it further served to keep the
suexy off balance,

H. J. WOESSNER
Chief of Staff
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HEADQ,UARI‘ZRS
. - ‘ 1st Marines (Rein) ™~ =
m st Marine Division (Reir)y ®™F - =~ .
SV LE FFO, San Francisco, Callfornla, 96602 e
. 3/16/gle
1 s 3480
3% Jul 67
: , _-5@2 #dﬁ?5'67
Froms Commandlng Officer R o
Tos Commanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report (Operatlon ELLIOT)

¥ mmm; 60 CULILIL 20 /f/&é7
c{}w % /& , :.5}?:

1. <Gode Name: Operation ELLIOT (Search and Destroy Operatlon)

Ref: (a) 1st Marines Frag-Order 56-67

2. Dates of Operations 050600H July 67 to 062400H July 67.

3. location: Avea bounded on North by E-W GL 62, on Last by line from -
BT 028620 to BT 028617, South along SUOI CO CA to BT 012568, on the South
by BT 14 and on the West by the N-S GL 97.

b Command Headgquarters:

1st Marines _ ' Colonel RADICS

1st Battalion, 1st Marines Lieutenant Colone;_ PETRC
and Battalion, 1st Marines licutenant Coionel* H'EWLETT
Tet Battalion, Tth Marines Licutenant Colonel ROJLE’Y
1st Battalion, 11th Marines D/5 Major I“I/\.R.t » 'S & C FILES
Company A (<), 1st Shorc Party Captain BOTJLLIO” IST %ﬁgﬁ%{gﬁs FMF
Comnany 4 "(..)", st Eﬁg&ncoﬁrs ~ Captain ITCHKAWICH 6 7

e Iask Organizations S Copy. ___ copies

1st Marincs (~) (Rein) Colonecl, 1 J)ILS

‘lst_ Battalion, 1st Marines (=) - Liowtoamnt -Colonﬁl TITNO -

les 183 Com—mny '

Cc:p._ny PAL t Batta llon '

Compwl B, tet Battalion’ QBN@SS“HED

OOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS, | DECLASSIFIED
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. CoTEmm T
DOD DIR 5200.10 DoD DIR 5200_9‘,;7:9‘
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2nd Bn;btallon, ist Il@gmes ( ) (Rem) Lieutenant Coleonel HEWLETT

Det H&S Company '_ PR S i L

Comp'my E, 2nd Batt-s.l:l.on

Comprny Hy 2nd Battallon

| 1st Battalion, Tth.Marines Lieutencnt Colonel ROWILEY
Det H&S. Company -

. ~ Company 4, 1st Battallon
Company D, 1st Battalion ..

6. Supporting Forces: B T A &

a. Marine Helicopters (1st Marinc. Aikoraft Wing):

(N HCllCOptCI r«.qu:.rcments were kept-at g:minimum, and no-assault
forces were landcd by air. The bulk of hCllCOptLI‘ rcqulrcmonts woro for
the J:csupply of unlts m the ficld. SR R T

(2) Thc 1~ck nf hCllCO")tCrS was OVCICOme by closc llalson wn:h
the Division TLCP and tho D1V1s1on "orking Elrds" wcra, usod to flll thc
gaps in thc 1st Marines rcgquircments. R

be Marinc Fixed Wing Support:

(1) - Therc'were no reguests for fixed wing aircraft And none worc
cmploycd.

(2) Obscrvcr urcrﬂi‘t were cmpleyed during the Opvr'!.tl(‘n to make
visual rcdonnaisance' of suspocted onemy asscmbly arcase . ¢ .uk s

c. Artillery:

(1) 1st Battalicn; 17th Marincs was in dircct support of 1st
Marincs, Therc weee a total of 14 artillery missicons fircd in support
of Operation LILIOT. - 4 broakdown of ammuniition exponded is-as follows:

%

HE WP ILLUM SMOKE, -
105MM. - 138 35, 1 .6

(2):, 4" and. "BY Batterics supported Opcration ELLIOT from their

" primary positicns within the T/OR. Two IVT H-6's were attashed to the

18t Battalion, 7th Marincs for dircct firc support. - % 7Y

d, _Vaval Gunfire: Therc «as o mawal gunf-lro uscd-during Operation

@g\l A @\SlhﬁﬁEm . : m
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c. Company A (=), 1st Shorc Party Battalion: Provided cno HST por
Company and for cnch Battalion Command Graup and was prepared to provide

'<.adﬂlt10n11 support as rcqulrcd.

. ... Company A (-)LA1st Tneincers Battalirn: Prov1ded cnginecer support
tcams to accompany cach Cbmpqny and Battalion Command Group and was prepared

“to prwv1de addltlﬂnwl sunport as rcqulrcd.

7. lm@;ggg££=

a. Enomy Forces inticipated In Objcctive irca: Bescd on sightings
and contaets by Marinc Units prior to the opcraticn, itrwas cstimated
that ‘the cbjective arca centained. approximately 30-50 guerillas. - There
Were also numcrous low-lcvel intelligence reports of units up to -
company size within the cbjcctive arca. ‘ '

b, IEncmy FOTCOS'ﬂCtuﬂllY IEncountered In The Objective Lrcat

(1) Speradic small contmcts confirmed that ne companics or
large size units operated within the cbjective nrcid. and that the agent
reports were grossly cxaggeratede - The absence of enemy forces could be
attributed to the defectinn of VVO NGOC AN on the 3rd of July, two days
prior to the commencement of Operation ELLIOT. . VO NGOC AN partinlly
confirmed the estimnte of VO frrees when he. stated ho was_ a momber of a
12 man squad that nnraally eperated in the arca -cnvered by Operation
LILLIOT, VO NGOC AN also .stated that the TLOR boundary between 1st Marincs
and Fth Marincs W°s 6 commonly userq 1nf11trat10n rﬂutc into tho DA

'ﬂRG TAOR. : .

(2) Mines qnd Bcnby Traps. During Opcration “LLIOT 28~nxncs
werc digecvercd and Acstreoyed by friendly fanCS.1 Scvon mlnos wcro
Aetrnated rcsultln* 1n 7 USHC WI& Se

(3) Caves and}TunnCls. “Four man-mde caves and onc bunker
werce digoovexed: and distroyed by fricendly forcess Honc of (the caves

contained any pcrsnnnal or Lqulnmcnt but dld 1n11o1tu signs of rcoent
muwmnqnoy., ~ I

c. Terrains
(1) Coverx and Concealmont, During ODOr’tl“n JLLIOT built up
aroas, hodgerows and cultivated areas cffered gnnd oﬂncoalmbnt. leltod
oover was provided by tepigraphicnl variaticns and built up chas.

- (2) Cr1t1Cﬁl Terrain Fuaturcs.— Nnnc;

(3) Obscrvatlnn qnﬁ Plclds of Pire. Piclds of flrL SWET O grod
and were only regtricted by heﬁgorﬂws and bullt-up arcasgs -

(4) Obstaclcs. Natural rbstaclcs wore non-cxistent in the
operatiocn axca, howover, hamlcts tended tr channcllze troop movements.

. 5 | UNCLASSIFIES
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. (5). - twcnucs. of, Approachs . The main avenue of approach.intn’-the
rbjective srca was, AlAng thc WestChi side of “Ehe TACK brundary ‘between
tst and Tth Marlncs, thig Was-confirmed as a crmmonly used nflltr*tlnnk
Toutc for both gucrrillas and Main Force unlts bJ tho rall1cr, VO NGOC AN

SR

8. . Missinns’ 18t MnrlnCS =) (Rein) CCnduCt scwrch 1nd ﬁcstrcy nnorqtlon
in arca bounded on Nerth by 3-W GL 62, on Bast by a linc from BT 028620
to BT 028617 Scuth along the SUGOI CO CA tc BT 012568, cn the aouth_by
Boute 14 and cn the West by -8 GL 97, to canturc and destroy cnenmy.
frrces, supplics and facilitics in thc arca of cperatirn and 4o 1nt0rdlct
enemy rrutes of cr mnunlcﬁtlhns. e - S

9. Cnncept of Operatlnns: 1st Marines at H-Four D-Dsy 1st Marines (-)
(Rein) crndugts 3&D Operations with threc Battalirn (-%. One-Battalirn
attacks frcm thé iest and cstablishes, b1~ck1ng positicns on the st
Marines-Tth Marineés commn boundary., Simul tanccusly two Bﬁttallrns

cross the LOD ~n Lastern flank ~f. thc . irca of Operation and attack . .
Westward to the Bailtoad Tracks. A 'systématic S&D of the xrca nf Unerqtlhn

is thon ernducter.

a. 18t Battali-n, 1st Marines ein): Lt HeHour creras® Reoute
14 and sweeps Noxthwest conducting a Scarch and Destroy cperatirn in. its:
Z04, brunded’on thc S-uth by I ute 14, the 3SUCI CO GA cn the Iast nnﬂ“ g
¢yisting B ttallon Boundarics on YNorth and Wests

be 202 Battalion, 1st Marincs (=) (Rein): it H-"nur cross N-S GL.:: il
017 and LW .GL 62 2nd swcer west in » 3earch and Destroy mperatinon in. o
its 204 bounded on the East by a line frem BT 028620 t~ BT 028617 on’ thc
Nerth by the %E-W GL 62 and cn the 3o uth and West by cxisting Battalien
bnunﬁarles.‘ “A . . SR :

-

. c. 18t Bﬂtt111“n,‘7th NHrlncs ) (Rcln): At H-Hour cntcr DUC KY

- peanimsula from the Hrrth and sweep Bagt te the 1st Marincs-7th Marines
common” boundary ~nd cstablish contact with 2nd Battalicn. Simudtanccusly
cnter the arca of cperaticn’ frem the.vieinity of CAM VAN (3) 4R 973587
al gweep Bast toward the 1sf Marincs-Tth Marings commen beundnry: qnd s
cstablish contact with 1st Battalicn, 1st Marincs. T

10, lIxccution:

2. 03 July 1645H Crncept .of Operaticns for: Opcratlon ELIICT was
submlttad tc 1st Marine D1v1s1 n for 1h“rnval. RN , EEREErRL

bs 04 July 1967

(1) 0947H, Reccived prIﬁV°l fr,m 18t qulnc Dlv1s10n cn tho
Concept of Opor1t1nns for Uocrqtlﬂn JLLICT. R

(2) 1100H, Bricfing hold At 1st mrmcs cr wlth all units en
the preposed Qo neept of Operations. . - R '

:3 .

F“Gf
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' (1) 400} Cpcnﬁ'1sf.Battaiihﬁ, 7th Matrinds passcd to 1st
Marincs, : ‘

(2) O6OOH, ull unlts crhssoﬂ L(’D £ cﬂmmcncc (pcrﬂt:mn JLIIOT.
: ,
(3 07155, Cnmmny L-.z-i, vlclnltv AT 995617, f~und 1 Zulu-
10 type minc and 1 wnknown type minc. Brth mincs disarmed mnd forwar'?od., :
to the Battalicn CP.

(4) 0805, Compsny Ae1-7, vicinity 4T 978606, aprrehended 1 VN
male with ID card, ¥Kit Carson Scrut identified Dctuncc as-a memoer ~f
a leceal V€ platceone Dotainec forwarde? tn Battalion CF,

(5) 1025H, Company A~1-7, vicinity AT 977796, Mqrw_nc dotnn'lted
unknown tyrc minc resulting in 1 USHC WIL Medivac.

(6) 1115Hy Company A-1-1, vicinity BT 007595, frund rcinferced
bunker 2'X6'X5', Bunkcr crnstructed with falsc flcor and reinforced
with bamboo. MAlsn disenvered a tunncl leading to an~ther cxit approximately
8 meters frem the bunkcr, Scarched bunkcr and found 1 ponche, {1 flashlight,
1 first aid kit and 1 corking stove., Gear forwardcd - Battalion CP and
bunkcr destroyed with Cef. '

(7) 1440, Company H-2-1, vicinity AT 989600, jotrﬂl ncmbor
detonated 2 81MM rounds rigged as a mine resulting in 4 USHC WIA. Medlvacs.

(8) 1500H, Company D~i1-7, v1cﬂn1tv AT 987609, patr~l frund cnc
cave approximatcly 3'X3'X12' with bambr~ and brush crnccalment. Dostreyed
cave with C-4. ‘

(9) 1545H, Crnpfmy H-2-1, vicinity 4T 993598, patrel member
Actrnated an M-26 grcnade rigeed as a mine resul ting in 1 USMC WIA McdBvac,

(10) 1640H, Company G-1=1, vicinity AT 989588, patr~1 mombor
detnated an M-26 grennde rigged as a minc resulting m 1 USMC WIa
Yicdlvac. Arca scarched and frund ancther M-26 grcn“ﬂc rigeged as A minc.

M:mo blown by cnginccrs.

: (11) 2025H, Compnny i~2~1, vicinity AT 999579, while moving o
PPB spotted a'light in o hrusc and observed 3 VO ncar housch Unit:
rcecived 10 runds simnll arms firc. Datral crencd firc with small nrms
firc and H-79s. chrchod arca frund 2 M-26 Orenﬂﬂcs an”l a first »id
kit. ‘ ' ‘ :

(12) '2145H, Company 4e%-1, vicinity BT 006585, wilc mnvmg int~ f
PIR rcecived approxim- tc 1y 100 revnds small rms fire from an estimated.

4 VG recsul ting in 1 USMY KTh. licturned small arms and 811‘@1 an‘t"LI‘S.. s
Scarched arca tat frund no evicd LnCC of VO casualtics, - . '

DECLASSIFIED
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d*, 06 July 1967

} (1) 1200H; 1st Ba.ﬁtal;on, 7!:h Ma_rInoo returned opt-zra‘olonal
contr~1 to 7th anlncs.

\
. ok
p et T

2) 1530}1, Cnmpsmy He2-1, vicinity AT 9859 9959, 9860 W1th
rallicr discrvered 3 epti-nersrnncl mintsy 1 round 84MM, 1 M-79y 3
ChiCem grenades; 7 M=26 grenadc and (1) 60MY morter: round 211-rigged as
Cminede” nll nlnes ”estrnycﬂ w1th 0—4. T N : _

‘.,~

A1, ﬁbsultsif';;‘ :

e. USMC KIi - 1

6. UNT WLh - 7

de USIC ML ~ 0

€. VG KI4 (COnf) -0

f O KIa (Prob) -~ 0

e Défainee -1

he  PCY - O

1o Fr:i‘.endl“/ Equ'ipmcnt Insscss Nene. _

i+ Captured Encmy lquipment.

(2) M-26 Grenadcs (1) Pnnchn
__ (1) Bag Medical Supplics (1) Flﬁshh{rht -
(2) First Aid Kits . kssortcd Docugiohty

12, :’xdminiétrativle' Mattér‘éa 5

< As  Supply: Supwly support for the field elcements was’ wr~v1ﬂ06 by
parent organizati~ns. Combat loads carried by the compAnics were sufflclent
to meet Aall rcguircments. Resurply- in the field was accomplished by LVT's
and Ottors, however, in ingtances whcrc time oY tcrrﬂln wis a limiting
factor helicopters were utilized, Helicenter support Teams (H3T's) were
providcd far cach company,. FRoesupply Teguests were trqnsnltucd v1q tho
HST lF”lSthS nct tr Battalior ronx, oo :

b. Malntenanccsu Duc to the shert Auraticn nf tﬁC'ﬂporqtlnn, oo
aaintonanoc problems worecnesountersd., -

DECLASSIFIED
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~ circuitry was rcliable and ne ¢ommnicaticns nroblems were cncountered

c. Cagualty Treatment and Medical Bvacuation: 41l battle casualties

were cvacunted dircctly to divisirn-level medical facititics. ifter
treatmont all troops with mincr injuries were rcturncd to their parent

organization frr further carc.

Ae Trangportairns Due to the Opcraticnal Arca bcing within the 1sat
Marincs TAOR ne transpertatibn was rcquired for the movement of troops.

c. Communicstionss Operation FLLICT was chntrollc? from the Regi-
mental CF becausc of its closc proximity to the Upcraticns iarcae 411

during the opcrations.

13, Psychologicnl Warfare snd Civil Affaire Supportt

f.  Zgychological Warfarec: Therc werc ne psychological warfare
activitics carried con during Cpcraticn ILLLICT but on 08 July the after
action activitics related to ELLICT saw the use of a leaflet drop and
both acrial and ground breadcasts in the Operaticn arca. The tapes used
frr the broadcast werc made by a rallicr frem the UG DiNG Hamlet,

V¢ HUOC 3.

be Civil Affairss Wene, '

145 SEecigj Gguipment and Techniquege A4 diver team from the 1st

Reernnaissance Battalicon was cmployed Auring the seccnn? day of operatiecns.

15, ‘gommanders Ahalvségz During Operation BELLIOT, no signhificant contaet
uas.made:or casualties inflicted upon the enemy., Because of this, it was
not a resounding suocesss It did confirm however, that the operations area,

specificglly the common boundary between 1st and 7th Marines, is a commonly
used infiltration route into the Di NANG TAOR. It also confirmed that the

area is heavily mined and booby trapped 4o hamper our efforts ‘to patrol and

block thig A&venue of Approach.

NNt

R. O. RITTS
Executive Officer
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SN - Unclassified upon removal of basic correspondence

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CG 1st MarDiv 1tr 3:DEB:kgb, 3480.1, Ser 00374-67
dtd 8 Sep 67

From: Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force
To: Commander, United States Military Assistance Command, Vietnam

Subj: Combat After Action Report; Operation PIKE

1, Readdressed and forwarded,

~

THOMAS L. RANDALL \
opy to: By direction \'
CMC \J

CMCS

CG FMFPac -

N

5

€

Q
D

g

Y
ks

AN
N
N ’

”,fy@ﬁ /?"ﬁr =} [ |
SN, &83&{7{5 B
37
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HRADQUARTERS
Ist Marine DMivisien (Eein), P
FFG, San Pramcisce, Califermdia 96602
3:luBikghb
a,80.1
Ser: Q03767

SEP 81967
wBETREY —e Unolassified w'mul of enclesure (1)

Frew: Comsanding Gemeral
Te: Cosmanding Ceneral, III Mayime Amphibieus Ferce

Subj: Cembst After Actien Repert; Operatien FIKE

Ref: ?) HACY Dir le. 335-2
b) FMFFaeQ 3000.4

Kael: (1) Subject Repert

1. In accerdance with refersnces (a) ami (b) enclesurs (1) is ferwarded
herewith,

2. Opsratisn FIXKE was a search and destrey speratien which was cencelved
an shert notice, was well planoed ard exesuted, and achisved vory faver-

able resulis with a kill ratie of better than 1011,

JAMES C. SHOMT
By direstien

[ORNGRADED AT 3 Yuil INTLEVALS
DECLASSIFInD AFTRR 12 YEARS
LOD DIR 5200.10
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° EXES. o
) HEADQUARTZRS
15t Marines (Rein)

1st Marine Division (Rein), FNF

¥FFQ, San Francisco, California, 96602

A o %§( Vo o8B0 <)

3/8LP/adr

ERY) ; 1 o 3480
‘m 30 Mg 67

From: Commandlng Of ficer
To:- Coumanding General, 1st Marine Division {Rein), BF

Subj: Combat Operations After Action. Re'pbrti”:(t(_;cpgration; FLE).
Ref: (a) 1st Marines Uperation _Or'.dérn‘1,’2‘6"~76\;7s
1. Code Name: -Operation PIKS (Search. and Destroy Operation).
2. Dntes of Operation: O010600H August 67 to 032000H ing 67.
3s Looation: Area bounded on the North by East~Vest grid line BT 58, on the
East by the South China Sea, on the South by Baat-West grid line BT 40 and on
the West by North-South grid line BT 15. irea of operation included portion
of IUY XUY:iN Digtrict, <UANG ¥AM Province, and the Horth-East sector of
UG TIN Irovince.
4. Command Headquarters: .
13t Marines (-) (Rein) _Colonel ING -
1st 5n, 18t Merines (-) (Rein) Lt. Col. PETRO
3rd Bn, 5th Marines (-) (Re:m)_ - . Lt. Col. WEBSTRR

18t Bn, 11th Farines. D/S . Lt. Col., RAFP

Co B, 3rd Amtrac Bn D/S

Co 4, (~) 1ot Fngincer Bn I/S

Platoon (-), 29th CA Compasy I/S -

A 1

Co €, (-) Tst Tank Bn D/S

Co 4, 1st Bn, Tth Marines

.Captain VAV AFTJERP

Captain ITCHKAWIGH

Captain CAMERON .

_.1st Lt, O ' BRIEN

Ca ta.ln SAMPSON
" @:{E-"" fl

Sl NDE
5. DPask Orgenization o LL”LJ@@?J}"ZF gy
Ast Marines (~) (Rein) - Colonel ING .

Det Hq Co, 18t Marines
Det 29th Civil Affgirs Compa’:xy HER"
b WA
ST Mﬂ'\ﬂ'{ . DIVTSION, Flar

P B¢ 35920

Capy & o W eugics
\
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+ Bn t Marines (-~} (Rein Lt. Ccl. PETRO

Det H&S_Ccmpany
| Co C, 1stha'ttali,cvn, 1st Marines
Co D, 1st Battali.n, 1st Marines
' Co ¥, 2nd Battalicn, 1st Marines
Cc L, 3rd Battalion, 1st.Marines e e e
NGF Spct Team, 1st Battalicn, 11th Marines |
d Bn, 5th Merines (=) (Rein " Lt. Col WEBSTER
Dot H&S Company - |
€0 I, 3rd Battalicn, 5th Marines
"Co L, 3rd Bafttalicn,. 5th Marines
Co C, 1st Battalicn, 5th Marines

Regimentgl Regerve E "~ Captain SAMPSON

Cc A, 1st Bn, 7th Marines - B

6. Supperting Forces

a. Helicopterg. Helo availability thrcughout the operation was margingl
as a result only emergency medevac and 11m1ted resupply missions cculd be
fulfilled without interrupticn.

(1) Supply. 17,500 1bs of supplies were delivered during the operation.
Due to the non-availability of heliccpters, alternate re-supply metheds were
utilized and operaticns were not affected. -

{2) Medical Evacuation. ' Requests cn the first day included 15
encrgency, 5 pricrity and 1 r utine medevace UH-34 aircraft originally
scheduled for re-supply were utiliZed for medevac service; however, on
subgequent days, service was significantly improved. A total of 47 WIA's,
6 KIi's, 5 NBC (USMC) and 2 WIA's (CIVILIAN) werc evacuated by helicopter. _

be Fixed Wing

(1) Airberne cbservers flew a total of 29.5 hours and coverage was
rosponsive to requests. ‘

(2) Close Air Suppcrt. Eight sorties under T4C (A) control, resulted

in:
2
ﬁf?h'u “Qt"\r 7
ENRE
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34 Structures destroyed
.34 Structures damaged
1 Large secondary cxplosion
16 KB4 (confirmed |
23 XBA (probable)
50 Heters of trench line destroyed

e. Artiller

' (1) wnmv Battery, 18t Bn, 11th Marines provided direot-support for 1st
Battalion, 1st Marines and "P" Battery, 2nd Battzlion, 11th Marines was
in direct support of 3rd Bn, S5th Marinss. General support/reinforcing fires
were provided by "L" Battery (-), 4th Battalion, 11th Marines. B®* and "L"
Batieries displaced from their normsl positions within the TACR to the HOI
AN Airficld (BT 143577) to cnsure proper coverage of the objeetive ares with
supporting fires. An artillery command sroup was established bv 1st Bat-
talion, 11th Marines at the ¥B% Battery/"L" Battery position.

_ (2) 4 total of 200 missions were fired in direct support., Amunition
expenditures nnd missions firod are as follows:

b  SNOKG P ILLUM  MISSIONS
105M4 782 0 126 43 67
155 362 . 61 26 15 133
de j"' o,l .I‘O

(1) Tho USS EARRY %, HUBBARD (DD-748) was assigned in direct support
of 1st liarines from 011100H to 031400E Aug 1967. Twenty-five missions were
fired expending 359 rrunds of 5"/38 ammunition,

6. The followmg u.nlts were in direct support of tho Firsi Marincs (—) (Rein, .

Supporting Unit | } Unit Supported
' Co 4 (-), 15t Sp Bn , 1st Bn, 1st Harines
Co B (~), 3rd imtrzc Ba ; 1st Bn, 1st licrines
Co € (-), 1st Tank Bn ' 1st Bn, 1st Horines
Co 4 (~), st Engr Bn " . 1st Bn, T1st Marines.
3rd Plat, Co B, 1st Bngr Bn © 3pd Bn, 5th Marines
ond FPlat, Co B, 1st Sp Ba.  %rd Bn, 5th iarines

T+ Intelligence

2 ﬂ.‘nc_l mrces,‘_nticlggteg in: Ob;jec tive Arca. ‘Agents and rallier reports
for +the month of July fixed elemcnts of the V- ~25th Battalion and the 3-12th
Losal Force Company within the objective }u‘ca supported by local guerrillas,
Arproximately 200 cscaped prisoncrs from the HOI AN Prison were reportedly
being trained in gucrrilla toeties mthm the objective area. The total

enomy force antlclpntod wess, ’ .
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V-25th Battalion _ 300
Q-12%h Company : 80
Tocel (uerrillas .80
Total 46C -

be Enemy Forcos Actunlly Zncountered
(1) The strong resistance eacountercd during Operation PIEE and
. gightings by fricndly forces verifiod thc agent and rallier cstimntes of VC
‘forcos in the objective arca. An asscssment of the casucltics of cach contact
indicates that the local guerrilla suffercd oh estimsted 50% of the total
encuy casualtics. An cstimated 200 main force soldiors were able to ¢vade
friendly forces or exfiltrate from the operation arce. '

ce.. Terrain

(1) Cover and Conccglment. Cover and conccalmont was excellont in
the homlet areas and in the mansrove swamps along the northern ecdge of the
operation arca, from Bi 180542 to BT 208563, Paddic dikes in the arca ranged
in gi%c up to f urtcen feet in height and provided cxcellent cover. The
sandy beach arep ond island sand strips from BT 177527 to BT 235464 were
completely b rren and offered no cover or conccalmente.

(2) Critical Terrain Fostures. The critical terrain featurcs within
the objcctive area were the hofilets; in particuvlar thie complex in BT 1952,

1953 and 1954,

(3) Obscrvation and Ficlds of Fire. Ubservation and ficlds of fire
were cxccllent in the sandy area and across the paddie portion of thc objective
arce. In thc central portion of the objective arca vision was limited to
approximately 50 meters because of the bamboo, pine growth and high paddic
dikese Obscrvation and ficlds of fire along the coast werc good except for
an occasional hegvy pine forest.

{4) Obstacless The paddic dikes and mangroves were tho major natural
obgtacles encountered. No significant man-mesde ohbstdcles were encountercd.

(5) Avenucs of fpprosche No significant avenues of approach werc

onccunterced in the objective arca.

8, Mission. 1st Marines (~) (Rein) commencing 010600H Aug 67 conducts scarch
and destroy operations in the arca oﬂ'operations To capiturce and destroy encmy

- forcesy, supplies; and equipment encoﬁntored. ircg of operstions bounded on the
North by the SONG THU 30N, on the East by the South China Sea, on the South by
E-W grid line 40 and en the Yest by the SONG LY LY, :

9. Conecpt of Cporationg

ae 1st loxines (<) (Roin): By 0104308 sugust 67, 3rd Battalion, S5th Marincs
(=) (Rein) occupies blocking positions west of the <RUONG GIAUG. At 010600H
lugust 67, 1st Battalion, 1st Fhrinés (-) (Rein) crcsses the SCHEG CAU DAT
near the northeast corner of the objective area 2nd conducts scarch and
duis roy operations to the south and southcast within the arca of operatione-.
tet Batiation, 1st Merincs provides forces to occupy blocking positicns in
tho gouthorn portion of the operating prcne ’ : :

4

B
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b, 1st Dottalion, 1st Mannos (-) (Rom)

(1) From npscmdly arca, v101n'1" f‘%Iuh TRUNG (2) move with thwoo
infantry companics to the morth of the 3uFC CU DAL, vieinity P.UOC TRACH
(1), cross CAU DATI and conduct sonrch and destroy operationsg in the
operstion ar:a to destroy or capturc cucmy personncl and cquipment.  Sime
ul tanoously ﬂOsl‘thn one rifle platoon vith IVTE=6's in the.southern
portion of objective crea (vicinity Obj A) to block withdrawzl of cnemy
foreces to the south. : '

(2} Posrtlon onc riflc comp ny by 010430}{ tugust 67 on DCHG THANH
Islond (73” 1754) to block withdrowal cof mn\,mv forces to the northwest. Be
preparcd. to move this comrany scuth to conduet search rand dc‘mrov opcrations
in arca of opeération.

c. 3rd n-itmlion, Sth Marines (=) (Rein): With threoe:infontry componies
move toc blocking positions west of tho TROUWG GLi¥G, Occupy blocking positions
by 040430 ‘mgust 67. Be proparcd to reposition forces te the southeast .
of imitinl blocking positions to- blom possible cnemy withdrawel rouics to
tho southweste S -

10 ;'_*}'tccti’oion

as 27 Jul_y -The cmccpt of bpcraulons wns submitted to Ccmm:ndlng
Goneral, 1st Marine D:Lvn.smn.

b, 30 July: Commanding General, 1st larine Division :mprovod the Concept
of Oporatlons and D-Day/P-Hour. 1st Marines Opor—»tlon Ordor 126-67 distributed.

C5 Julye

(1) Company "L", 3rd Battalicn, ist Marincs displaccd to vicinity
BT 1062. , :

(2) Compeny “A™", 1st Battalion, Tth Merines displaccd to BT 105582,

(3) 411 ﬂttachmonus beceme offcctive at 1200H.

PR App et emtmmen e e

de 01 August:

_ (1) 0415H, Co "C", 1yt Battalion, 1st Marincs in position on DUCHG
TEAUH Ilond. .

(2) O450H, 3rd Battalion, 5th Harines () (Rein) in blooking position
wost of the TRUONG GIANG. oS ot

c " (3) O0645H, 1st Battalion, 1st Marincs commencod, erossing tho SUNG
.A.U' D.’ »

(4) O0720H, 1st Battalion, 1st larincs, units all across river and
cormeneing sweop toward phase line 3BLUE.
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(5) e period OT20H to 1200H resulied in light contact for the 3zd
~ Battalion, 5th Marines in blocking positions on the west side of the SONG '
* TRUCNG GIAKG. Casualties included 2 USMC KIp, 1 VC (IWA) KIa, 1 VC WIA., An
airgtrike was run in the vicinity of BT 174484, Of the companies sweeping
gsoutheast on line, only Company "F", 1st Battalion, 1st Marines made significant
cantect. Mour small engagements resulted in 3 USHC KIA, 6 USMC WIA and 3 VG
KIA confirmed., Company "D, 1st Battalion, 1st Marines killed one VC in a
brief skirmish. . ' :

(6) From 1200H until sunset, contact increased markedly in the
vicinity of the 1839 GS. Between 1330H and 1400H, the 1st Battalion, 1st
Marines Command Group and Company "C", 1st Battalion, 1st Marines in two
sepgrate instances, received from an estimated 30 to 50 VC, large volumes of
small =rms, supported by B-40 rockets, 57MI recoiless rifles, 60MM mortars
and rifle grenades, ©Small arms, automatic weapons, mortars, artillery and
air strikes repelled the attacks with 31 VC KIA confirmed, 18 VC EKIA probable
and 11 Detainees. Marines casualties were 3 KIA and 14 WIA. At 1530H, the
Regimental Reserve Company "A", 1st Battalion, 7th Marines was committed to
the operation, ~Other small unit actions resulted in 9 USMC WIL, 17 VC XIA
confirmed and 11 VC KI4 probable. Supporting arms were employed. The 3rd
Battalion, 5th Marines remained in a blocking position mainly employing air
and artillery missions in the vicinity of the 1945 GS. This fire resulted
in 15 VC KIA confirimed, 20 VC KIA probable’ and 3 secondary explosions. Two
mines in the vicinity of the 1651 GS woundéd 3 Marines.

es 02 fugust:s Enemy encuunters were divided equally between the sweep
and blocking forces (9 and 9 incidents) as the VC attempted to evade.or
exfiltrate the Marine ccrdon. Contact throughout the day was light and
sporadic usually involving not more than™1 or 2 V€, Casualties were 6 USMC
Wlh, 14 VC KIA confirmed, 24 VG KIA probable, 3 POW and 2 Detainees.

f. 03 lusust:

(1) There were numerous single V& sightings (14) during the final
sweep porticns of Operation PIKE. Casunlties were .2 USMC KIA, 9 VC KIA
cenfirmed, 8 VC KIA probable, 1 POW and 20 ‘Netainees. At 10308, 1st Battalion,
1st Marines Command Group conducted an air gtrike on 30 VC in the open at
BT 218496 resulting in 8 VC KIA confirmed and 18 VC KIA probables

(2) 1200H returned operational contmol of 3vd Battalion, Sth Marines

and Company "A", 1st Battalion, 7th Marines ack to their parent organizations. '

o (3) 1800H all units of 1st Marines }"J:ﬁve reached crossing point,
vieinity BT 213566, commenced crossing SONG ©AU DA under sporadic small
armg fire. :

i .

(4) 2000H Operation PIKE terminsted.
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ae 1xm$‘KIAf”_}i,,;_: 8

b, XIT CARSON KIA . o

c. USHC wIi 60

d. USHC MIA o

6. VC KIa (CON'F) ' 99A(1;'1*/WA'),
f. ?IC XTx (PROB) | 95 |
g PG 4

h. 'Dhtainéus S 547

i, Friendly Bquipment Loses. Therc werc no fricndly equipment losses
during the operatione

je Copturcd Enomy Equipment:

Me1 Rifle - 2 Cartridee bolts

1

1 M~1 Carbine 3 Qarbinc magezinesg

1 7.62 ChiCom Rifle . " 1 Boat

1 Rifle (Unknown Type) 2 Packs ,
11 ChiCom Grenades 14,440 Piasters

1 1-26 Grenade Assorted maps and documents

12.. Administration Fatters -

2e Suprly. Combat loads carried by all units were acequeto. Thao
primary source of resupply by helicopter was the LA at Hill 63, (BF132452).
Roguests for resupply were submitted by the Shore Party Liaison Toem via
the Helicopter Support Logistics Wet. The source of rowmpply for the INT's
was 1gt Battalion, 1st Herines Rear CP, (BT 105582).

nancee. No maintensnce probleme word pacountered.

T

b . ;’;ﬂ‘\i n

o e o

co Seeuckfy Trestaomt and Hedical fvacustion

(1) Al casualtics were e’vacuated by helicopter exccpt minor wounds

" thot could be treated by the plateon .corpsman.  From 0800H to 16800H Jaily

the medovac hwlicopters worked directly from the 1st Eattalion, 1st Harines
Renr Commerd Post. The crow corpsman, after cvaluating the condition of
tho casualty, directed the pilot to the appropriatc medical facility.

. f .

(2) A1l minor casualtics whi;ch,could net e trested in the field angd
non-battle casualtios, were returned directly to the 1st Battalion, 1st
ligrines, 3atialion !id Station, and romainder taken to division~levcl
faeilitics. From 1800KE to 0800 tho medevac helicoptor workoed from i12G-16,
Inrble Mountain Adr Facility rumning only emergoney missions, and trking

o

all such casualtics dircetly to divigion-level freilitics.

=l
7

B
1
}
i
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d. TEansportation. Two plamtic “Assmult Bonts, powered dy I5IF onglnes,
and six rubber boats ware used to move C-1-1 from its initind blocking
position into the objeetive arca. . fach lAssault Boat carricd 12«15 treops -
and towcd two rubber bonts londed with troops. o transportation probloms.
wore encountered during the operations

¢» Commmnigations

(1) The location of the Regimental Forward CP with the 1st Battalion,
18t Marincs provided for =n cconomy of couipment snd personnel by allowing
uge of existifg telcphone -nd teletype circuits. A meanual rolay station
located at CAP-D-5 (BT 181588) was used to maintain contact with subordinate
units in the objective arca.

(2) T¥o separate FM H/T!R wzs available for the opcration and the
increasc in air/ground coordination rcquirements in addition to the normal
I2UR requiremcnts on the HD/T:R (Ycllow) HiT, camsed some coordinstion
problong. )

(3) 4n automatic radio rotransmission tesm from Communication Co,
Headquarters Battalion, 1st liarine Division was assigned to 1st Msrines for
the operztions. e to cquipment frilurc this tesm did not become operatianal,
but thig did not hamper communicaticns with higher headquarters.

13. Pgsychological Warfare and Civil Affsirs Zupport

as Fgychological Operatlons :

(1) on the morning of 1 fhugust 1967, aireraft of the' 9th ‘405 made
a 35 minute on-call acrinl brondcast tiroughout the oper: sting arca 1lstruct1ng
the pcople to go to thc beach 1nd riove north if they desired to floc from
VC control.

(2) 2 leaflet drop of 440,000 loaflots was made during the operation.
Lho bre: Adown on the lezflats was as follows:

.

Chicu Hoi Program 60, 000
Safc Conduct Passcs X 80, 000
Fotice to fopulous 50,000
Refugse Instructions . 50, 000
Ton't run from iarinos 50, 000
GVE Gives = Better Life | 150,000

(3) The logimental Psyfar Téam sné A toam from the 2i4th Psy Ops
Comprsty opersted with the Junk Fleet Creft on the SCHG CAU 241 and along
tho scs const. There werc cight hours of broadcest utilizing sitandard tapes,
Viotaamese music snd live DrOﬂdcastc by memders cf the Junk *1cot.
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Do Civil Affairs Support for Operaticn PIKE

(1) No refugees were generated duiing the operaticn but two wounded
civilians were evacuated by helicopter to NSA Hospital DA WANG.

14. Speeial Equipment and Techniques. None Utilized.

15. Commanders Analydis. The relative tactical surprise enjoyed on this cperatic:
came as a direct result of the use cof a highly mobile attacking force moving
under the cover of darkness and the subsequent rapid movement into the cbjective
areaes The vegetaticn in the cbjective area was the greatest single feature

to limit tactical movement and contrcl. High hedgercws and heavy stands of
brush and trees limited cbservaticn and provided the enemy with excellent
ccncealments The use of aerial observers and artillery fires partially over-
came this restricticn. Clecse contreol of the movement of ground units through
continuous position reperting was vital. Resupply was not a mgjor preblem due
tc the capability of the amphibian tractors tco carry needed supplies. The use
cf the command amphibian vchicles with their array of supericr communicaticns
equipnent was a significant factor in positive contrcl. Clcse air suppert
aircraft and naval gunfire as well as direct fire from tanks and LVTH-6 vehicles
provided a balance cf fire power which was emplcyed throughout,

16+ Recommendaticng., None,

E. L. PARKER Jr.
By direction

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

(A

& dL-rsz.

o -
Prons
Qo

culbyjs

s
R ~Z"—'uuul{l’ ot Rt

R T

1-.. satil fa B

o masding
Lot «zami&r,

S&C FILES
32 SR EADQUARTERS 1L MAF

i 003865367

1 0 NOV 1967

od unon Tomovel 68 busic cerrespendence

T on GF Is

r""’l’ du'L

vﬂ"t\s :

{atene 10T 343}

Combet

'j}sn icr{ ,’_‘3“4'1‘:\“.

r Jction Doport;

\th._%cs

L ._I‘_ar«,. -:Lv E.

N

L FaER ‘_,3 O L0 R

Fo Lo £

DECLASSIFIED

Th
By direction

tr 307 D3kob 3689.31 Cep: C34358-57

Vapkoe Aoohildoss Porce
2».:13(:&’37 Jasistpce Cormind, Tietnm

VLI

AR )

FIIARD 2ope Ty e

-
b

&
i
Gory, cf Cordes N

S

RYIFE

&



DECLASSIFIED

L

3sleBikgh

3:80.1

Ser: O0L55-67
2 NOV 1967

SLCRsT =~ Unclassified upan removal of enclosure (1)

From: Commanding General

Tos Commander, U.5. #ilitary Assistence Command, Vietnam (Attn: HMACJ
3L3) APO, U.5. Forces 96222

Via: Commding Ceneral, 111 Marine imphibious Force

Subj: Combat Uperstions sfter iction teport, Operution SHRLEYVILIL

aefs  {a) MNACV Idr Xo. 335-8
{b) FuFracl 300C.4

Epels (1) Subject Report

1. 1n accordsnce with references (s) and {b) enclosure (1) is forwarded
herewith.

2. Operstion 5HiLBIVILiL wes a search end destroy operation whieh
achieved ita purpose of keeping the enesy off belance and disrupting
his lines of comsmunication.

3. The recommendations contalned in paragraph 16 of the nubject re~-
port are concurred in ss qua.ufied below:

a. Recomsendstion b: This recomendation is oaly ome of a mmber
of techniques which mey be employsd by Division units opsrsting in the

' area, siuoce ropct.itivo, stersctyped teehniques ure self defesting.

b. Hecommendstion é: Cover and deception plans are applicable to
sll operatlioms conducted by the lst “arine Division. Uhe extert to
which these plans are developed and used ie normally derpendent on the
over-gll situstion oblalning and time svailsble,

H. ]. WOESSNER SR g
Chief of Staff

UOWNGRADL U AT 3 TBaR INTLRVALO
GebbstnoIFLInD AFTCR 12 YRARS
Oi PIR 5200.10
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HEADQUARTERS
18t Marines (Rein

18t Marine Division(-(Reir):),, FIiF 5 3 74 67
FPO, San PFrancisco, California, 96602
3/FIM/gle
3480
18 Oct 67
» SOEIF4]
Froms Commanding Officer ' '
Tos Commanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FIF

Subjt Combat Operations After Action Repert (Operation SHELBYVILLE)

" Ref: (a) 1st Marines Operation Order 127-67

1. Code Name: Operation SHELBYVILLE (Search and Destroy Operation).

2. Dates of Operationt 220730H Sept 67 to 280T00H Sept 67.

3. Logcationt Area bounded on the North by the SONG CAU LAU-~SONG DIEN

BINH-SONG THU BON, on the East by National Route #1, on the South by the

‘SONG BA REN-SONG CHIEM SON and on the West by the N-S grid line 94 _
‘ b AME MAHKES 54T COXIBOL RO V2.4 X

Gopy . .Z. . of . /% Canies

4, Command Headquarters:

1st Marines (~) (Rein) : Col ING ,
ond Battalion, 1st Marines (-) .LtCol VAN VWINKLE
3rd Battalion, 5th Marines g-% © LtCol ROCKEY
1st Batta.lion_, 3rd Marines (- ' LtCol THOMAS

1st Battalion, 11th Marines-D/S o LtCol RAPP

Co &, 1st Engineer Battalion-D/S Capt BUTLER

Plat, Co 4, 1st SP Battalion -~ Cept SMITH

5+ Task Organization

ist Marines (=) (Rein) ‘ o Col ING
Det Hy Co, 1st Marines = & ; »~7 s '
1st ITT, FMF PAC e

¢

2311
/s

3

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

d Battelion, 1st Marines (-) B -LtCol VANWIVKLE
Det B&S Company S ..
Co E, 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines.
Co F, 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines

3rd Battglion, 5th Marines (=) LtCol ROCKEY
Det H&S Company
Co I, 3rd Battalion, S5th Marines
Co K, 3rd Battalion, Sth Marines
Co'L, 3rd Battalion, Sth Marines

1et Battalion, Ird Merines ) :  LtCol THOMAS
Det H&S Company .
Co A, 1st Battalion, 3rd Marines
Co B, 1st Battalion, 3rd Marines
Co C, 1st Battalion, 3rd Marines
Co D, ‘Ist Battallon, 3rd Marlnes

J__j: Battallon, 11th Marines S LtCol RAFP
(2) 105 How Btrys ' :
§1) 155 (SP) How Btry
1) 8" How Plat

Co A, 1st Engineer Bn Capt BUTLER

Flat, Co 4, 1st SP Bn Capt SMITH

oD%
2/4 APC Troop

6. Supporting Forces

ae Helicopters. The helicopter availability throughout the operation
" was adeguate. Resupply was conducted with two Helos from 0800 - 1200 and
two Helos from 1300 - 1800 daily.

(‘I)' Supply. 46,582 lbs of suprlies were dellvered during the
operation and 433 passengers were carried. .

(2) Medical Evacustion. During the opera‘hlon there were 11
emergency, 7 priority and 8 routine MedEvac missions requested. Of these,
one priority and one routine Medivac was cancelled by the reguesting unit
prior to completion. A total of 6 KIA, 41 WI4, 4 NBC (USMC), 1 WIA

(ClVlllan), 2 WIA (Vietnamese Detainees) and 2 WI: (P. F.) were evacuated
by“helicopter.
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(3) Other. On 2 occasions, gunfire/illumination afc (Firefly)
were utilized effectively. , ' '

be Fixed WJ.!E

(1) Airborne observers flew a total of 5643 hoursi - Aerial
observation was g necessity in the flat terrain with limited ground
observgtion, -«

"(2) Close Air, Support.. Seventy five sorties under TAC (A) control
resulted in: : ’ T " .

69 Structures Destroyed
40 Structures Damaged
- - 4 Bunkers Degstroyed.
o 16 KIA Confirmed
- 37 KIA Probable
"1 'Secondary Explosion
“Ce " Artillery
(1) 4 and B Batteries, 1st Bn, 11th Marines provided support for
sll units of the operation, with general support/reinforcing fires coming
from "K" Battery and '"L" Battery, 4th Bn, 11th Marines., To provide
" adequate coverage of the operation area, ‘two. displacements were mades
" MBM Battery was displaced to DIEN BAN District Headquarters (BT 066582),
while "A" and "L" Batteries supported from their normal positions.s A
tactical artillery command group was set up by 1st Bn, 11th Marines in
the "4'" Battery position. On D+4, "B" Battery moved from DIEN BAN to the
ond Bn, 1st Marines cantonment position (BT 015625), and "A" Battery,
glong with the artillery command group, displaced to the 7th Marine Regt
cantonment position (AT 962609) ‘on hill %5. “K" Battery supported from
its normal position.

, " (2) A total of %02 missions were fired in direct ~gupport of the
operation. = Ammunition expenditures and missions fired gre as followss

HE  SMORE - WP - ILLUM MISSIONS
105 MM 1770 39 150 140 248
15511 180 = 8 - 46

8" HOW 37 o _ . ' ‘ - - 8
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do Navsl Gunfire

(1) The USS GOLDSBOROUGH (DIG-20) was assigned in direct support
of 1st Marines from 220800H to 221630H Sep 1967. No suitgble targets
within range were identified.

T. Intelligence : : .

a. Enemy Forces Anticipated in Objective Ares. Intelligence information
during September 1967 preceding_the operation indicated elements of one
- enemy battalion and elements of local force companies within the objective
arcege .

b, Enemy Forces Actually FEncountered. An estimated two companics were
located during the operation. & POW reported that units of the Q-15th Local
Force Company and. the R-20th Battalion were located in the operational
ares. The enemy employed 60M! mortars on three occasionsg, frequently
used automatic weapons, and there was one report of .50 caliber machine .
gun fire. The PHU KY area continues to be a staging and rest srea for Local
Force Compsnies and Battalionsae

ce Terrain

(1) Cover and Conceglment. The PHU KY area is extremely thick with
elephant grass, hedge rows, and uncultivated fields providing excellent cover
and concealment. Damaged structures, rice dikes and extensive -trenches
throughout the area provide excellent cover against supporting ‘arms.

(2) Critical Terrain Featurcs. Two-ridge lincs arc located in
the gouth centrel portion of the operation area, Both ridges are barren
and were not occupicd by cither forces during the operation.

(3) Observation and Ficlds of Firec. Ground observation nnd direct
fire weapons were limited to distances of 100 meters and less throughout
the areas In the hamlets, observation and effective firegs were limited to
50 to 75 feets Acrial observors provided exceptional support and are
mandatory for operations in this area. Their cmployment, reducced friendly
casualtics By detecting snemy ambushds and inflicting heavy casualtlus
upon cnemy forces.

(4) Obstacles. Ivery hamlet with its hedgerows, destroycd structures,
and weed growth hindered movement of foot troopss As an example, ELT 1/3
required nine hours to move through the village of BAO AN TONG (AT 985532)
while in contact with the encmy. The SONG THU BON-SONG KY LAM-SONG DIEN
GINH River complex (AT 940538 ~ BT 074545) is a major obstacle to troops
and cannot normglly be crossed without gssistance. Armored personnel
carricrs were able to negociate this river without difficulty. The 30NG-
BA REN - SONG CHIEM SON River complex (AT 950542 - BT 074545) ig g minor
obstacle to foot troops but is fordiyle at the following areas: Wﬂ
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4T 950542 = BT 010522
BT 067553 - BT 0725%5

(5) 4ivcnucs of Approach. Attacking forces have a better approach
to the objective area from the East and South across the SONG Bi RIN -
SONG CHIEM SON. Within the objective area, the long axis of most hamlets
lies Bast to West znd attacks on these hamlets are best excouted along
this ax:Ls.

84 MSalon- 1st Marmes ( ) (Rein) commencing ?20730}1 Scp 67 conducts
scarch and destroy operations in the arca of operations to capture and’
destrcy enemy forces, supplics and cquipment, . Area of operations bounded on

““the North by the SONG CAU LiU - SONG DIEN BINH - SONG KY LAU - SONG THU

BON, on the Bast by Nationasl Route #, on the South by the SONG BA REN -
SONG CHIEM SON and on: the West by the N-S grid line 94.

9. Concept of Operations

ae 1st Marines (=) (Rein). - By 220730H Sep 67, ist Merines (-) (Rein)
conducted search and destroy in the sres of operation with ELT 1/3 conducting
a heliborne landing in vicinity BT 0154, and 2nd Battelion, 1st Marines
(=), and 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines occupylng blocking positions to the
Esst and South respectively (Phase I). ~ On D+4 units were to be preparcd

to continue. search and destroy operations m Western sc,ctor of operations
on order (Phage II).

be 2nd Battelion, 1st Marines (=) (Rein

(1) By 211200H (D~1) moves to. assigned assembly mrca, vicinity.
MY H.T and by H-Hour move West to assigned blocking positions. Conduct
scarch and destroy opcrations vieinity blocking positions (Phasc I).

(2) On D+3 about 1600E move by .PC to area North of SONG CLU Lil- _
SONG DIEN BIWH - SONG PIU BON Complex. GConduct search and destroy cperations
and blocking positions North of river (Phase II).

e. %*rd Battalion, 5th Msrinog (=)

(1) Conducted a night overland movement (beginning D-1) from Hill
63 2long axis of Route #1 to vicinity DUY XUYEN District Headquarters,
thence along Routc 537 to assigned objecctives. Maintain blocking peosition

-gouth of the SONG CHIEM SON. Conduct search and destroy operations vicinity

blocking positions (Fhase I),
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(2) On 4, on order, attack to the West on right flank of 1st
Bn, 3rd Mar to secure assigned Regimental objective. Continue attack on
order, conduct search and destroy operatlons vic Regimental objective
(Phase Tij.

(1) On 220730H (D-Day). conducts heliborne landing in L%, and
- seizes assigned Regimental objectives.. Upon seizure of assigned objectives
prepare for contlnuatlon of new attack to the EBast (Phase I).
(2) On D+4, on order, attack to the West on left flank of 3rd Bn,

5th Mar to secure assigned Regimental objective. Continue attack on order,
conduct search and destroy operations vie Reglmental objective (Phase II)

e, BD5Z Fbroe

(1) Conduct screening operations in the area North of SONG KY LaAM
between National Route #1 and railroad to the West.

(2) On D+3 about 1600E move 2nd Bn, 1st Mar to vic blocking
pogition Worth of SOWG CAU LAU - SONG DIIN BINH - SOK THU BON complex,
Upon completion move ARVN unit to vic Northwest of river complex to ocanduct
screening/hlocking operations (Phase 11).

10« Execution

as 19 Sep: Commanding General, 1st Marine Division approved First
Marines Concept of Operations including D-Day/H-Hour.

b 21 Sep:
(1) 1st Marines Operation Order 127-67 distributed.

" (2) 12nd Battalion, 1st Marines displaccd t0 assembly area vic
BT 102534, ‘

(3) 3rd Battalion, Sth Marines displaced to LOD, in position
by 05320H. -

"Cae 22 SeE:

(1) 3ra Battalion crossed LOD and attacked toward assigned

objectives vic designated phase line.
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(2) 4PC unit in blocking/screcning position in arca North of
SCNG KY LM between Mitiongl Route #H and railroad to West.
(%) HL.T 1/3 (J_ landed by qelo in asslgned Lz at H—Hour and
~attacked loward objective A.. , : v

(#) Puring the pgrlod O730H - 1200H there were nine (9) significant
contacts netting 24 VC KI4 (Conf), 7 VC K14 (Prob) and several woapons.

" (5) Throughout the remainder of the day additionsl contact resulted
in 1 VC KIi (Conf), 2 V€ KI4 (Prob) and 2 USMC WLi. Co L, 3rd Bn, S5th
Merines captured 1 semi-guto rifle 7.62 USSR Lomy 1953, 1 map case with
pcrsonnal documents, 1 cartridge belt and 2 Cthom gronades.

de 2§ DGE Slgnlflcant enemy encountels were d1v1dcd evenly arong
attacking and blocking forces. Company C, 1/3 picked up 17 women and 5
children injured by air strikes. They reported 5 VC coming into villago
‘and killing 5 persons and when air strikes on the area commenced VG pre-
vented injured personncl from using bunkers. Compeny K, 3/5 patrol, at
BT 040522 killed 2 VC (Conf), capturcd 1 US Carbine #2474325, 2 cartridge
bolts, 3 ChiCom grenades. At BT 047526, Co K, 3/5 snipers observed 4 VC
with wespons, fired-4 rds S/A‘andjbbservbd 3 V€ fall, river boundary
preventod -search, results 3 VG KIA.(Prob)s Co &, 1/3, vie BT 022547,
ambush observed movement to front and received 50 to 100 rds S/u fire from
6 to. 8 VG resulting in 1 USMC XIA., Alsc same unit, vie BT 021549, rocoived

- 100 rds §/4 resulting in 4 USMC KIA.. .

¢s 24 Sep: All units continued search and destroy operations. Co I,

3/5 vic BT 027527, LP obscrved approximately 20 “to 30 VC." “Called flareshlp
and- gunghip On ‘station. Opened fire with %6 rds M-79, 34 rds 60MM and

called 81MM migsion. Fixed wing strike resulted in 1 VC KI: (Conf) and 20
VC 5Ii (lrob)e BlackeOat 2, vic BT 006518, " spottc.d 15 VC, called air
strike roeulting in 4 VC KIA (Conf) and 2 V€ XI: (Prob). .n airstrike
vic T 995518 was called rosulting in 1 VC Ky (Conf) and 3 VC XKLL (Prcb).

- Co F, 2/1 patrol received 2 rds' snlpbr fire frum unknown nunber of VC N
} Returned firc and serched thé area résulting’ in 1 VO KIn (Conf).

£, 25:8 p.* Search end dvs,rov operatlons contlnu,d w1th scveral
SIgnlfchnt contacts: Uo G, ,/J, vic BT 003526, while enroute 64083 .
roccived Hoavy /4 and ‘and ‘P79 flre from nstmatcd 50 VC rosulting in
4 USMC wIi Medlivace: Tnd el ANy feund the Lnemy sxtromely well dug in and
conccaled. Returned S/: fire, called qrtlllery mission and airstrike, The
Company sunrchod thé ared aid found drag merks and blood trails’ 1nd1cat1ng 5
VvC KI: (Prob) Co B, 2/1, V1c BT O¢3544 capturcd a wa platoon leader ‘of
18t Co, 4th PI-V25th ‘Bri. A “saiper ‘team ‘frém 3/5, vie BT 013522 recéived
apprux;mately 40 rds of snlpor fire’ frem an ‘estimated 2 VC, | The tean
roturned fire and obsexrved 1°YC all thoy obscrved the’ bcdy through flold
glasses fer 45 mlnutus 1ndlca01ng 1 VC KI (Conf) '
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g, 26 Sep: 1200H Co H, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines joined ‘operations to
provide blocking force to southwest of area of operagtion (Phase II). The
days activities were heightened by air activity. The total casualties for
the day were 12 VC KI4 (Conf), 24 VC KIA (Prcb), 3 USMC KIA and 29 USMC
WVIA, it 261225H; Blackcoat AO observed VC Company with packs and rifles
in a trench. AO conducted an sirstrike resulting in 5 VC KIA (Prob)., A&t
261225H, Blackcoat AO observed a large group of VC moving West, AU conducted
an airstrike resulting in 4 VC KIA {Conf), 4 VC KIA (Prob). At 261300H
Bleckecoat A0, vic AT 954431 observed several VC. A0 conducted sirstrike
resulting in 2 V€ KI4 (Conf). : '

he 27 Sep: Search and destroy operations continued throughout the day
and night resulting in 9 VC KI4 (Conf), 24 VC KIi (Prob), 1 POW and 5 IWC,
Co H, 2/5, vic AT 965543, observed 6 VC moving toward an LP site,.fired
approximately 20 rds §/4, 4 M-79 rds and sesrched the area finding blocd
trails indicating 4 VC KI4 (Prob)s Co I, 3/5 in blocking operations, vie

870524, found 2 VC hiding, the VC tried to esc ape, opened fire with 20
rds $/4e Co I searched the area finding 2 VC Xi. (Corf), 1 US Carbine,
1 ¥.8 (French rifle), 1 SKS.

i. 28 Sep:

(1) 280700H Sep 67 Operation SHILEWILLE ferminated by direction
of CG 1st MarDiv.

.(2) 280730H units commenced withdrawgl from operational area.

(3) 281700H Sep 67 returned operastional control of 3rd Battalion,
5th Marines to parent unit.

(4) ©2817%0H Sep 67 returned operational control of 1st Batialion,
3rd Marines to parent unit. .

11« Results
as USMC EIZ -0

b. Kit Corson Kip 9.

ce. TUSMC WIL 63
R an T ‘"'7:”—
es VC KIi (Conf) 50 . Q'EG | _:L\:‘u

8
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£, VC .xIa (Brod) %
g POW - 2‘
h. Detainees 6QA
i e o 3

je Friendly Equlpment L05ses. At 261200H, Co B, 2/1, vic AT 976545
recon elements crossing river., 2 M-16 rifles lost while crossing river.
Co B, 2/5 lost one Al/PRC-25 radio set on a helicopter.

ke Cgptured Enemy Hquipment:

1 ChiCom LM:, 7.62
8 rifles
24 grenades
‘Medical supplies
Tocuments ’

12 Adninistrative Matters. Normal Regimental administrative functions
continued throughout the operation.

ae Supply

(1) A Logistics Support Area (LSA) was established at the 2nd
Battalion, 1st Marines CP by FLC. Company "A", 1st Shore Party Battallon
provided an EHST at the LSA and one HES for each f1e1d element.

(2) Sunp1J dumps at the LS4 were established with 3 days of supply
for Classes I, II gad V. The 3 day level was maintgined daily and resupplied
fron FLC to the LSA was effected when necessary.

(%) Resupply of field elements was accomplished by helicopter.
Bight (8) M-76 Otters were positioned at the CAU LAU Bridge for both resupply
and evacuation purposes for the first three days of the operation and laber
re-positioned at Liberty Bridge for the duration of the operation, The
Otters were on a stand-by basis in the event that helicopters were not
available. Supplies that could nct be obtained from the LSA and FLC were
requested from unit parent commgnds. Tnitial combat loads carried by the
assault troops were sufficient. o .

§ (0
ﬁ‘: ﬁ;‘.‘. v“ E}\S\ " &
TR YA
S
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ks Maintenance. No maintenance problems were cncountered. Comm/Elec
and Ordnance Contact Teams were available on a two-hour noticcs Contact
.teamy were not employed. '

ce Mrxdical Mvacuatione Medical cvacuation was accomplished by helicopter
~to the 1et Medical Battalion or NSA Hospital as required. .. field medical
facility was positioned at the CAU LAU Bridge with the Regimental Surgeon
for the first three days of the operation end relocated to Liberty Bridge
for the duration.of the operation. “The-value of- this facility was proved
vhen the Regimental Surgeon treated a traumatlc amputea within minutes of
the incident causing the injury.

de Transportation. There were no:ﬁransportatioh problems cncountered.

¢. Communications

(1) Genoral. The Regimental Porward CP was positioned at the 1st
Bn, CP. This location was selccted both geographicslly for command and
control purposes and as a site from which secure communication circuits
(voth radio and teletype) could be provided to higher headquerters.
Telephone communications to the Regimental Rear CF and to higher head-
quarters were provided by the existing radio relay link between the Regi-
mental Rear CP and the 1st Bn. Teletype service was provided by sugmenting
the 1st Bn. Commnication Center. Redio facilities were totally ssparate
from 1st Bn facilities. £11 commnication cireuitry worked well with
minimel outages. No significant commnication problems were sncountered.

(2) Departurc from Normal Operationse The nature of the
operating area with its donse vegetation and the movement of the maneuver
elements away from thc CP location during the sccond phasc of the
opcration were successfully overcome by the employment of automatic radio
retransmission equipment for the most critical radio nets. |

13. Civic Action/Psychological Operations

ae Civic Action
(1) Civie Action/Civil Affaire participation was planned but as
the ares was undsr almost total Viet Cong control these functions were
minimizeds The DIEN B:N¥ District Chief particip~oted in the planning and
was Gaily briefed on svents within the objective.

(2) No refugees were gencrated.

(3) Approximatcly 1800 pounds of rice were bagged and rvacu*tcd to

DIZN BAW District. ES RO
1} .
10 . SECRaS
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., Pgyehological Wzrfarao:

(1) Péy/an efforts were 60hdﬁbtcd on‘thc'Bﬂttﬁlion and Regimental
level, Leaflet drops, serial ‘broadeasts and an armed propaganda tcam were
employcd.

(2) A special lc aflet vas prepare _and dropped 0 explolt the VC
atrocity of 23 Sept as described in poragraph 10.4 : sbhove,

(3) An armed propaganda team, and the DIEN BAN District Vietnamese .
Informagtion Services team were employed at the detainee processing camp
located at the LSA (2nd Bn rear)., Vietnamese people who were initiglly
detained, screened and subsequently released were the target of these tesms.

(4) Special p-ckets of leaflets consisting of 200 pamphlets were
issued toc each squad. Bach packet contained Chieu Hoi, lLife at Home, Family
Misses You and Safe Conduct passes. These leaflets were hand distributed.

ce Statistiecs:

(1) Leaflet Indentification Amount Employed
Special (Death of VC) 75,000
Chieu Hoi 100,000
Safe Conduct 100,000 -
Family Misses You - 100,000
Life at Home 400, 000
How Hoi Chanhs are Treated 100, 000
Special (USIC Power) : ' 75,000
Rally 100,000
Specigl - 100,000
Chicu Hoi Passes 100,000

(2%;_Aerial Broadcasts: 4 hours.

14. §pecigL Equipment and Techniques. None utilized.

15« Commander ‘s Anaglvsis. The development of an operation plan considered
and, wherever possible, employed overland movement during the hours of
darkness rather than daylight tactical moves by helo anq/or truck. This
proved importent espCCWadLy during phase II in the Western PHU XY scctor.

DEGLASS™
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snonmy was locgted in a defended village in prepared positions. The
approach during darkness of BLT 1/3 (-) and the gbrupt reversing of the
diresction of agttack of the preceding three days forced the enemy into a
location and a situation where g maximum firepower and troop density could
be employed. Rapid maneuver and subseguent follow up searches exploited the
gituation. Dense brush lines limited ground observation; aerial observers
continued observation over the operating area during daylight hours and the
employment of aircraft and artillery illumination reduced this limitation.

16. Recommendations

as That the PHU KY area be exploited whenever ‘the availability of
forces permit.

be That operations in that area be conducted employing approach by
stealth and the maximum use of aerial observation and artillery supportlng
fires to limit/interdict enemy movement.

¢. That the duration of operations be from 5-10 days in-order to
gain mgximum exploitation.

de That a éover/deception plan be developed for opné of this nature.

e. That opns be planned in detail for rapid execution with o minimm’
delay from the initisl planning phase until execution. . i

dl

T Ll N '
SHE L 2 L2

E. L. PARKER Jr. l
By direction

e

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

SN P IS
o e 0
S&C FILES
HEADQUARTERS 1L MAF
0051668
8T - Declassified upon removal of basic correspondence
SECOND CMPYRSTHINT on €O 1st Mar ltr 3/829/gle over 3430 Ser: (006-67
ded Siewe? ”
froms Commanding General, III Marine imphibicus Force 7
Toz Comander, United States !Military ‘ssistance Cogmand, Vietnan
{attns 1003 343)
fubjr Combat Gp&mtmna feer Sction Report (Operation ¥ DTRAMRCS L5
332 {E=1)
1. Forvarded. N
h 14
F. L. SHMITH N
By direction N
o
Copy tot .
—> e Y
WC_«CS g\
G FIFPAC
Qr
RS
\g
N
A
&
331 N
; B
40
=
LS
f
,a M (-\"
M‘ L‘\U % C
WY R 6 U )0 W &
- D
‘ O
&

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

DE

A
ELRSSERIED 3/ JWH: Jas
3480
Ser: 003403068
30 Jan 1968

“WEURW (Unclassified upon remowal of basic correspondence) 3 3 8 6 8

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on co, lstMar 1tr 3/rx/g1e over 3480 Ser: 0096-67

dtd 5 Wov 1967

~

Froms
Tos
Via:

Subjs

Ref: (b) MACV Dir 335-8

Commanding General, 3d Marine Division (Reinrorced),
Cesmander, U. S. Military Assistance Command,
Commanding General, III Marine Amphibiouns Force

Vietnam

Combat Operations After Action Report. (Operation MEDINA)

1. Roaddressed and forwarded in acaordance with reference (b).

2. Contents noted, no action deemed necessary. f

Copy to:
C@, latMarDiv (Bein) FMF

GROUP-4
DOWNGRARED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFYER 12 YEARS

A

A. L. MICHAUX, JR.
By directien

‘»

Copy & of 11 Copies
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| C6 37 Monlio

HEADQUARTEES 6 1 0 5 ‘6 7 s

1st Marines (Rein)
1st Marine Diviaion (Eein), TMF
FPO San irancisco, 96602

- /F‘JM/sle
@ne .
@ mn ,-\\‘§ hL‘:® ' 3480 .
i SerNo. 00965677
) : 05 Nov 67

SEME e fptesl wo DOTELT
COpy—Zof L3 agpres
From: Commanding Officer

To: Commanding General, %A Marine Division (Rein), FMF

Subj: Combat Operatiens After Action Report (Operation MEDINA)
Ref: (a) 2d MarDiv O 2100.1D

4. Code Napme: Operation MEDINA (Search and Destroy Operation)

2. Dates of Operaticn: 4110800H Oct 67 to 201800H Oct 67

3. Logcation: Base Areg 101 HAI LANG- Forest Reserve, located 10.5 km
SW of QUANG TRI City in QUANG TRI - THUA THIEN Provinces, bounded by
the following coordinates: YD 392370, YD 340312, ¥YD 300287, YD 280290,
YD 241392, YD 280440, YD 350464, YD 374410.

4o Task Oropunizstion

ist Merines (-) (Rein | Ool IilG
et Hy Co, 1st Marines Capt LINDSEY

7th ITT (-), FMF P2C
Det Radio, Relay znd Tonst Co, Tth Comm Bn

18t Baitalion, 1st Marines (-) (Rein) LtCol BELBUSWI .

Det, {43 Co, 1{st® Bn, 1st Yor
Co A, 1st Br, 1st Mgr
Co B, 1st Bn, 1st Mar
Co C, 1s% Bn, 1st Mar
o D, 1% Bn, 1st Mar

DOV“”"“ADED AT 3 YEAR TNTERVALS;
Lol a3 D AFTER 12 YHEAHAS,
LOD Din 3EUu. 1_0
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BECLASSIZIE
2d Battalion, tst “arinss . <) tHein)
Det, H&S Co, 234 L, et #ar
Co E, 2nd En, 1at Mar
o' F. o2nd bBn, ist Mexr
8o (¢, 2nd Bz, gt Mar
Co H, 2nd Bn, -ist Mer
fo . (~), 1st AT Battalion
Co 4 {~) {Rein), 1st Engr Baitaiion
So B (~), 1st Med Battalion
%o B (=), 1e% M Bgttelion
Uo & (~) (Rein), 1st &P Battalion
ist Battalion, 34 Marines

Let, H&S CC, 4st Bn, 34 Merines
Co A, 1st Bn, 34 Marines
Co By, 1st Bn, 34 Marines
Co G, 1gt Bn, %d Marines
Co D, 1gt Ba, 3d Marines

18t Battalion, 4th Marines

o

Dety HXS 9o, 1st Bn, 4th Marines
S0 4y tst Drn, 4th Marines
o By st Bn, 4th Marines

)

1gt_Pattaiion, 1ith Mwwinas (=) (Rein)

"A" Biry, i1st Ba 12th Marines
"W® Btry, 1st Bn, i3th Mar
AT Btry, leb ba. 40th Arty Grg
Plat; 1et Prov, 155mm Gun Btry

;19
Flat, 175 Gun {3P), 8th Arty Bn, 4th Art
)

. - - . - ¢
Ard Hngr Babttalion (-

3cd Recon EBattaiion (-) (Rein)

N
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LtCol V4N WINKLE

Lt WoODS
Capt BUTLEL
LtCmdr HAMILTOR
Lt SHESHAN
Capt Smith

LtCol THOMAS

Maj HOPKINS

Grp
LtCol MICUTCHAN

Maj BELL
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ist ARVN Divieion (=) (Rein)

Gth ABN Bn, 1st ABN D
2d Bn, 1st AIVN Regt
7th Armd CAV TE?

"A'" Btry, 34th iviy Bn
"CY Btry, 11th irty Bn
1224 RF Co

Black Panther o

2 FRU Teams

5 Supporting Forceg

as Helicopters. The helicopter support throughout the cperation
was adequate. Assets were limited and resupply was accomplished when
helo availability permitted, at times this was & hahdicay to the
tacticsl vlan.

1) Supply. 214,042 1bs of supplies were delivered during the

. operation., EMI 163, attached to the SLF provided assistance, without

which, timely resupply of units in the field would not have been ac-
complished,

(2) Trocp Mwementse A total of 2,432 troops were carried by
helicopter during Opcration MEDINA, this figure excludes Medfvacse
Seventeen missions and 464 sorties were flown in support of troop
movements. : '

(3) i
Lissions were con 2J, and
KIh, 145 WIA, 35 Nie (Uamm),
by MedBvac heloza

During the operation 39 Medivac
sorties were flown., A4 totzl of 34
WIA (VC) and 1 WIA (ARVN) were carried

(4) Otz

e Miosiong Sorties

D&l 2 (

Recon b 20

Adwin 2 €

PO 1 4 "
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be Fixsd Wing

(1)  Airtorne Observer. Airborne observers flew a total of
68,3 hours averaging 6.8 hours ner dagy. Coverage was generally res-
pongive to requeszts.

(2) “lose Air Suppeprt. luring the operation 52 sorties were
flown under TAC (4) conirol and 187,250 1bs of ordnance was expended
against targets in the operating arsu. ¥Ulose air support was available
as needed by the units in the field,

(3) Other. C-47's and flareships were availahle, but the
reaction tiume was generally 30 mlnutes to an hour before the airceraft
was on station,

ce Mrtillery snd Naval Gunfire

(1) Artillery support for the 1st Marines was provided by the

1gt Battalion, %1+h Marines (-) (Rein)e Cn D-1, "B" Btry, 1st Battalion,
11th Marines znd "A™ Battery, 1st Battalion, 12th Marines, zlong with
-one ARVN 105mm How battery and 4 AEVN 155mm Hows (Towed) occupied a
joint position on Hill 34 (YD 734469). Additional supporting fires
during the operation were provided by "A" Battery, 1st Battalion, 11th
Marines and "W'" Battery, ist Battallon, 11th Marines located in cantone
ment positions at (YD 335504) and (YD 3%6435) respectively, Ceneral
support artillery for the oyeratlon wag provided by 12th Marines from
DONG HAe A section 155um Guns 'SP) of the 1stv Provisional 15%mm Gun

Battory displaced to the QUANG TRI airfield (YD 305558), and a section
175mu Guns (SP) of the 8th Battglion, 4th Artillery Croup, USA which
displaced to (YD 314552) 'In.n. tst Bgitalion, 1t1th Marines Commgnd
Group was located with the 1zt Marines at (YD 339506).

(2) n D—19 th2 grtiilery prep of selected targets was
conducted from H-1f hr wntil E-% hr. During this prep, intensive fires
ware placed on L% 's Bumzgrd gnd Iove. Totgl rounds fired during
Opergtion MEDILIA werz a3 Lollowg:

i WP AL SHE MIGSTONS
4.2 Mortar 541 16 5 - 116
105mm 3944 458 262 A8 1033
155mm G 553 19 - ~ 126
175mm Gan LA5E — - — -3
TOTALS 04 493 297 4 1364

(3) To ngeal gunfire support was utilized during Cperagtion

s(:"rr:n,h:m

MEIINA,

ite
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6. Intelligence

.. as Prior to the operation it -wse helioved that the enemy forces
that would be encountered in the operational area would be the 9th NVA
Regiment, inciuding it's (5, organic regimental companies, the 3rd Bn,
9th Regt (AXA 41°th Bn), the 814th Bn and 808th Ba. Algo reported in
the ares were tue 31st Br. (AKA T-2 Sepper Bn) and the TRIZU PHNG Local
Force Company. Thease units were reported in the HAT LANG Forest sres
by IIT MAE, A3 Mariv inteiligence documents, local USA advisory units,
ARVN sources and numerous low level sgent reportss The totgl force
anticipated in the objective are: was approximately 1900 Wa/NC. It
was thought that the enemy forces would be located in baae/rest areas
within Base frea 101, DExtensive defensive matwenks as repor*od by above
nentioned sources, were also anticipated.

be During the operation two indicaiions of enemy unit designation
were establishoed. Under interrogation, three POW's captured by First
Battalion, Third Marines at 110830H at (YD 378842) indentified their
organization as the 23 Battalion, 9th IVA Regiment (AKA 808th Battalion)
which they located in the vicinity of (YD 3440)., While aweeping g base
camp at 1517251 at (YD 738384) Second Battalion, First Marines uncovered
a green uniform sghirt with "TROUNG %10K2";, sewn into the left breast .
pocket flgp. This indicgtes the presence of the 802d Battalion, 6th.
WA Regiment (A¥A E2) in the area either before or during the operaticns

ce Iuring the course of the operation several enemy installations
were destroyed, Sismificant amcunts of weapons, equipment and rice

were found. A brief description of these installstions fcliows:

‘(1) IL Bessts f\‘p;“</9q11vh‘bv sache

(2) YD 3583& Unoccupied Feght Pase Aves

(3) YD 332384 Lestelion size position made up o¢ bunizersy
and foxholes

) rgmu conturning anmunition, equipment

~ N
.
N
T ee
d
W
N
2
AN
&)
2

d
{(5) ¥D 305395 Patrol base surrounded by bunkers and foxholes

! . R -~ e * - -
{6) YD 346370 Base camp containing weaponsg, ammunition,
equipiment and rice,
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de fThie terrain in the .operztional aven conaist of canopy throughout
(approximately 60 ft high) with sparse under growth reaching approxi-
mately 8-10 feet. There wer:s aresns without canopy *that were character
ized by hezvy brush and vinez which serioucly hindsred movement and
chstructed visiou and fields of fires In some agreag v1°1b111ty was
limited to sprroximately 40 miro t¢ either side. Time'
were numercus trails, 4-5 feet wids consisting of hard packed earth,
ireversing the area in a gereral east-west, @cuthwest-northeast
direction. The wepthor wag above gverage for the seasonal periode
There were three («) separats incigents when the 0pera|1nnai HLZ 's
were closed in for pesicds cf 1-2 Loure becguse of luw ceiling and
heavy winds. :

7o Migsion. 1st Mar {~} (Rein) conducts multi-battalion asSaLilt
operations in coordlna(1on/cooxpera¢“on with elements of 1st ARVN Div,
to locate, destroy and capturs enemy forces, instsllations and logistic
supplies vic cnemy Base Areg 101, HAI LANG Forest Reserve,

8. Uloncept of Oper:iicus

ge 18t Marinzs (m) (Rein) cenguets searclh and destroy in gres of
cperaticng with 2 Battalions landing by heliborne assasd.t vie Li Doveo
One battalion provide blockimg/screcning force in desigugted anreas to
NE. TUpon compietion of search and destroy operations contiauc attack
NE to vie FCL. Be prepared to conduct screening operaticns slong axis
of Route #1 as directed.

be 2d Bebialion, iab Fgr () (Rein)

(1) By G300k, D-1 pewwide security for helc landing of
Battalion, 3d Mewines designated arca-

(2) a4t TmYour, I- iand vie Lz Tore, secure LZ for gub-
sequent landing of -gt Bn, 13!l Mar, conduct segrch gnd destroy sperations
in Area 1I, SW of FL Flum for period of about 4 days. Seize Regtl
objs in Zone of Actione. @oordinate with ARYN Forces vis obj 1.

{ - . -
\)) D+d on ordsr, atteck in zZoue of Action KE of Il Plum 4o
vie ¥

{4) Upon closure FOL bty D+7, be prepared *o conduct screening
operations along Routz #1, as diirected.

IERL ARRIEIED
- "v‘
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ce 1st B, 1st Mar () (Rein)
(1) On order, lend vic L& Dove, pass through 2d Babttaiion to
the SE, conduct search and dssbicy operations in ivea tII, 8W of 7L
Plum for period of sbout ] days to secize Hegs 'L obj's in Zone of Action.

(2) By D+2, develop cbj % au a possiblas L7 for resupply-

(3) D+4, on order, atiaci in neone of Action, WE of FL Pium
to vic FCLe

(4) Upon closurc ¥FUI by D+7, e prepared o condancet screening
operations along Route #1, as direcied.

doe 1st Bo, 3d Marines (=).ikein).

(1) Land by helo vic 7l 395450 on D=1, move 4o assigned
58Sembly area.

(2) lrring hours of darkness on 1.1 move %0 blucking/screening
position and counduct blcc.‘sc:i.ng/scroening operations.

(3) Re prevarsd to attack 4o the oW,

4) Be preparvd %o provide 1 rifis o as Begt'l regerve for
y JRASHY e
movement by helc or truck.

ee gt Bu, Atk Mardineg i) @ein), Comreccing DeDoy provide 4 »iile
company and ? platoons for sxreening/seéurlty operations o W and SW of
airfield. Return %o airfieid security <ach night for durstica of
operation.

Se Exccution

‘2o 08 9ct:  Cemmending General, 34 Marine Division approved First
Marines Concept of Operations including D-Day/H-Hour.

be 0 Oct: Ralie Relay team displaced tc relay station, vic YD
385256, Due to inclement weather cnly a portion of the team with
security und reconn personnel wers inserted on 9 Octe The remaining
pergonnel wers digpiaced on 0 Octe
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(3) There were nc ineidents throughou’ the day, in any of
the %ones of Astion.

_ es 12 Oct: 1st Bn ard 24 Battalions, tul =:f'£;:rines continued
search and destroy cperaticns in Zones of Active, 5W FL Plum while 1st
Bn, 3d Marines continueu : 10“‘6.1’11 /screenlng opecatlious to the NE,
Between 1850H and 1930H, .Uc ©, /4 in an attack on Hegt 'l obj 6 cams
under intense enemy five. The Vompeny withdruw to attack position.
The result of this action wau 1 USMG KIA, 12 USMC WIA (7 NonEvac).
There was no confirmed enemy count but hesgvy losses can be suspected

. due to close range of heavy voiume of fire. Later Co C, 1/1, met and
engaged aprroximaiely % enewy companies, with intense S/A and AW
enemy fire. Co C zssumed uifenqlve/defenswe position and was
quickly reinforced by Go D and the situation was immediately restoreds
During the evening snd till early morning an L%Z was cleared with the
use of a power chain saw 1iited into 1/1 position during the night.
By early morning a correcy ccint of enemy and friendly losses was
accomplished, the resulis were 30 VQ KIA (Conf), VC KIa (Prob) un-
determired, friendly casv:ltinas were 8 USMC KIA, 39 USMC WIA (Med-
Bvac), 2 USM® WIA (NonBrac).

fo 13 Oct:

'( 1) Bearch znd destroy operaticrn: c¢ontinued during the day
with units operating 3W of L Flanm. Cacueliies for the day resulted
in 3 VC KIa (€onf), 44 VvC KUA (Frch), 18 USMC WIa (MedBvac), 22 USIMD
WI4 (NonBEvac). Co D, 1/1 vic YD 328369 during search found 2 4k=~47's,

) 7 ChiCom grenades; 6 AK-47 tagszines with 380 rds, 1 B-40 rocket rde

At 1000H, Co D, 1/% squad aubush site zsobted sporoximetely 25 indigenous

: personnel, some of wlbich were carrylng weapons.  Sguad cailed ertillery
mission and estimated 10 VC KUz (Er ob)u Co A, 1/3 patrol at 1655H
while moving to ambuci gi%e received $/2 fire. ‘the unit moved to
alternate positions znd <eiled 8imm movl.w migsion, alter, searched
area and found indicaticus of 4 VC KIa {irob).

(2) At 23%0F while operations continued ia +whe HAT LiNG
Forest, the 1st Bn, 4th Mar (Fwd) CP located at QUANG ©RI girfield
received 25-30 rds of 8cmm mortar fire. They immediately executed
counter mortar battery fire to surpress the enemy attack., Friendly
casualties totaled 9 USHC WIA {MedBvac), 21 USMC WIA (NonFvac),
There was no damsge t9 the alrfield,

I3
ii
|

8o 14 Oct: Search znd destroy uperations contimied in %one of
Action with several sigaificent srents.
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1 .7)OH €2 D, I/ rear man on squ:l patrol returning to CP
spotted 2 V€. Squad opened fire, killing 1 V€ (Conf) and 1 VC KIA
(Prob).

(2) 1820H, Co I:y /i, squad position came uncer intense
small gras fire, vic YD 325355, “he squad was immediately reinforced
and intense fire vemilted iu 4 W74 KTA (Conf) and 1 WWA KIA (Prob).
Friendly casualties werzs 2 USNC XT4 snd 5 USMI WIA.

(3) 1d0H. Co D, 1/4, was atbacked while set in defensive
posgitions. A pairol Irom vo G l/; aroute to 1/1 CP for resupply
was in vieinity of the atto:k and took immediate action to reinforce
Co D by fire. The sn=my :mnadiately withdrew. Results of this
action were 1 USMD XL, -2 USMC Wi (M:dBvac), G USMC WIA (NonBvac),
2 NVA KIA (Conf), © WVa z:u CProb)e

(4) 4300H, C: 4, %1 in the vicinity YD 322278, found huts
with supplies consisting of 1% parcks, 70 assorted uniforms, 35 ChiCom
gronades, 2 French grease guns, 4 AK-50's, 2 SRS 7.62 ChiCom rifles
and assorted fi=ld gear, clothing and documents.

(5) Total casualties rfor the day were % USMC KIA, 2 USMC
wIa (I%dEvac), 7 USM® WIA ( NonEv a2), 6 WA KI4 (Sonf), G NVA KIn
(Prob), 1 VC KTz (Conf) and 5 VG XL {Frob).

he et s

e

(1) Frag Order '1;’1 Uperation Qrder 12807 waz ‘cened. The
concept envisioned the =%t larines at ¥-Hour or. D+4 continue the attack

to the NE towgra Roube 7. gt Babtalion, ev Ivkaﬁ"c 3 wau aseizned the
task to secure Regt i obj's 3 (YD 5043%%) and 10 LY /.,46b) by

night of D4 and to continue attack NE to secura Rpgt 1L obj's 11
(YD 324423) and 15 (YD 3%4455) by night of méa The 24 Ba+na.L:o.:,1,
18% Marines attacdeato NE 1o aeoure Regt '". cvjic 9 (YD 322395),

(YD 346405), 13 (YD 5/1504) end 14 (1D 364437) by rigat of Mo
1st Battalion, 3d Mar continues to conduet search snd destroy
operations vic blociking position.

(2) IDuring the remainder of the day, 2d Battalion secured
Regt'l obj 9 (YD %32385) and 1st Battalion continued attack to the
¥E toward Regt'l ohj 8 (YD 3C47%95). ©Co D, 4/3 at 1500H, vic ID
362443, found a tunnel containing 1 Chinese rifle NR 4 678558, i
Shotgun (unk type) 7551, 2 traasistor radioz, documents and grenades.
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(3) €Co @, 2/1 at 1725H, vic YD 338334, found assorted
documents, food, clothing and equipment, including (8) 1-40 rockets
with boosters, 2 MIH-10Soviet mines, ChiCom grenades, »ifle grenades,
160mm mortar couwplete, 1 TN 44 rifle, 1 AT 50 submachina gun and
entrenching todlge ‘

(n\ Votal casuzities for the day wewe 2 USMC Xii, & USMD WIi
(Medivac), 7 USMD WIa {JonBvac), 2 WWA Kig (Cunt), ¢ MWA KIa (Prob),
5 VC XI. (Prob).

is 16 Oci: Sesmveh gnd destroy operation;; continued %o the NE, L
Casualties for the day tallied 4 USMC WIAA MedFvac), 2 VO KIi {Conf),
1 V6 T4 (Prodb), 2 individénal and 1 crew served weapons weire captureds
At 1610H, Co B, 2/1 patrol point received 10 rds small armg from 1
YC. Returned fire rosuliing in 1 VC KIA (Conf). During snarch of
area, patrcl located a hase camp with 2 French sub machine guns and
1 light machine gun, nice, alothing, etc.

Je 17 _Ochs

(1) Yne attack continued to the I with 2d Battalion moving
to secure Regt'l obj's 12 (YD 346405) =nd 45 (YD 371304), 1sh 3attalion,
1st Marines atbacked toward Regh 'l obj 1C.

(2) et Mirines received UG %4 MarTiv msg 1701034 gesigning
1st iarines security for GUANG TRY airfield vice 1at Battslion, 4th
Mariness Plans were made to helilift Co's £ and 3, 1/1 2% 181200
for airfield eazcuriis. ‘ ’ :

k, 18.Cut:
(1) 2a Agtialion, tal Marinen contivned athack o ths W8,
Co's A and B and Battul.on 8amd Cup of 8% Batialion, 1#% Marios continued
attack towerd Regt‘l ~bi's: !1 and 15« 14t Bo, 4th Marives continued
segrch and destroy operstions to the Westi andt Southwegt of JUsNG TRI
airfield in the area of the AL TU River Valley.

{2) The helilif% of Co's C and D, 1st Ba, 1st ¥ar to the QUING
TRI girfield commenced gt 181230H, Enemy forzes wers mightited in the

I

i

i L% arsa prior to lift, airstrikes were conducted and the helilift was

completed _wi'fzhout incidan®, Taie remaindzr of the 15t Batitalion, 1st
Merines contirmed £itack to LB %o Begt'l obj 15 and moved cn Ho Fill 34,
artillery positica and ccndusted motor mernh back to vie QUANG TRI
airfield. :
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(37 At 1345H, Co's G and H, 2d Battalion approached Regt'l
obj 13 (Hiil &). Hhead elements of Co G detonated a large mine result-
ing in 1 USM KIA and 5 USMC WIA (MedBvac). ©o H, 2/1 moving in trace
and to the flank engaged an éstimated platecon of ¥VA ou SW clope of
Hill &5, The enemy was throwing satchel sharges snd grenades.s Co E,
2/1 was impediately dJdispatched to lend agssistansce te Co H, and
contirued tu maintain coatact until derk. Action restited in 10 USMD
KTi, 18 UaMs Wiy (Medivac), 2 Wi KIa (Coaf), 12 K04 ZA (Fiob).

1o 19 Gots

(1) 24 Basttalion, 1st Marinec continued atback 0 the NE
pa%sed thicagh st Batt- '..i.nn, 5d Marines ares to Route #41 7ic HAL LANG
for motor mwinch ot 7IOOH ¢

’\2) FO1200H, 1t Battelion, 4th Marineg znd 1st Battalion,
2rd Mzrinee choppad Oplorn 4th I‘farlne-,. 1st Battalion; 1st Marines
assumed migsiou ‘gecuriiy for QUANG TR ainfield.

. (3) 1ot Mavincs conducted extensive combat pairols/ambushes
in assigned portion of Regh'l TA0R Yo the wost and SW ct sicfield.

Lia ’\' Cna

—er e o

(1) CeocH. - L8501, extensive combet jr_.g'trols/am},u;mgs vere
conducted in Regh 7 i with 1ight convact. 1st Battalion continued
security of ths uu*\' SIRT Mriielde

(2) 18000 Cperaiion METNAL sectreds

10 Regults:

Ae USNC K-.LA ) -‘J)
be USMC WA { M ifvar i
cs USMC wm_ (Soriva.) 5
do W& KIA (¢ opf.\

es VC KIi (Corf)

fs WV4 KIa (Prob) 7
<o VC XIA (Prov)

*D

Le Detainees
1. NWA POW
Je VO POW

e IWC

1. (OSWC

~3

Lt WK s NN O o e
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me Captured Enemy Eguipment

~(2) 60mm mortars
(5) AK-47's
- {2) B-40 Rocket Launchers
%1 Chitom 7.62 LMx
(5 ChiCom K-44 Carbines
' (5; PS-41
9mm ChiCom pistol
(3) MAT 49 Sz (TR)
(1)' Shotgun (unk type)
(31) Grenades
(15) M-79 rds _
Assorted Clothing and Bquipment
Medical Supplies
" Documernts

11, Administrative Matters

ae Supply. The administrative portion, of the operation was :
adequates The plan to 1ift 2 DOS to objective 5 was not accomplished
due to change in tactical planse. An LSA was estzblished at YD 338504
by Company A (<) (Rein), 1st Shore Party Battalicn. (wpply dumps were -
established for all classes of supply except Class LI non-consumables
and Class IVe On D-2 build up of the LSA commenced from FL5U-1 DONG
HA by 6%, tractor trailer and CH-53. The build up was dJelayed 2
days due to a bridge at YD 417478 being washed out by heavy rains.
The LSA was loaded and commenced resupply cperaticas ean D+l as
scheduleds The purpose of sgtablishing an LSA at this position was
to reduce turnaround-time snd maximum utilization of the CH-53. CH-
53's were utilized to resupply Lz Dove cnd were 2cntrolled by HST
in LZe. A resupply puint was Located at 1% Uove with 2 DOS and
replenished as required. e fist snd 24 Bn's were resupplied from LZ
Dove but this was tine-consumirg due %o the bterwcain traverseds The
1st Bn, 3d Marines was resupplied direct from the LSA.

‘be Mgintenance. IFalntenance wags accomplisied in the field where
possible. when neceésary items were sent to the L3A and returned to
the parent organization for checling repairs or avacuation to 3d echelon
repairs. The mgjor items were AN/PRC-25 accessories, 60mm mortar
sights, M-60 machine guns and AN/PRC-41's. A limited maintenance float
of PRC=-25 radios was provided by FLSU-1.
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ce Treatment of Casuglties gnd Bvacuation snd Hospiiilizgtion

(1) Tregtment. Casualties were handled in the standard,
routine manner with all casualties of significant degree heing
evacuated vig helicopter to centragl medicgl facilities (D-Meq,

Hospital Ships, PHI" BAIL, etc.) as directed by DASC, according to exigt-

ing facilities. Helo evacuation seemned impossible, but was the only
megng of evacuation, due to the mountainous terrain and high jungle
canopys Despite the existing conditions, helicopter evacation was
most satisfactory and performed with laudsble skill by crews involved,
even though, at timcs, < undzrgiraible, but unavoidgble, delay was
involved.

(2) A forward shock and resuscitation station was established
at 1% Doves This station consisted of the necessary logistic gear,
the "A" sections of the BAS's of 1/4 and 2/1, and directed and
operated by the Regimental Surgeon. This facility was unable to
function for its intended purposes, for the following reasons: (1)

L% Dove was unacceptiable as a medical support site., No tents could

be erected, due 1o the terrain and the immediate enemv situation. (2)
It was impossible to effactively iransport casuwlirs who were greater
than 500 meters away to the L& Dove agrea. However. 'l medical
personnel of the forward shock and resuscitatiovn facyiity were able

to provide routine BAS care to the iroops in the 1% Ivwe ares. The
forward facility personnei remained in positivu tor the (irst 4 days
of the operation and were then extracted b2causce of Jacreased mobility
of the troops at L% Bovee :

de Casualty Heportine. #o gigrziicant prowiess were encountered
in the actuel freatwent of vacveliies. theim evaconison uni/or
hospitilization. However, sub:im Sial prablews were -acountered in
the reparting of casvaitirs to the e Marire Tovisdor Lasualty
Reporting Control Center (CRIN}. Failvre 4 submit tiwely casualty
reports and follow-up sdwinistraiive mslters was due ¢: the initial
non-availability of Service and feglilk Becords: ‘e wsjority of
these .records were nol located with parent units. but vere gpread
- along "Rough Rider'" cv.woys and siaged Su .ear srea peuding completion
of the relocation of 1=t Marines (j (Rein, from the DA NANG TACR to
she QUANG TRI TAGR.

¢e OCommunications

(#) General, Cperation MEDINA presented e dual challenge to
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commwnications, nzwely, the mountainous, heavy forested area of
operations and that the overaticn was conirolled from the
Regimental base caup, which wag still in the initial ccmmunications
build-up stage. Three steps were taken to ensure adequacy of FM
radio commnications. PFirst, a relay site was selected at YD
384256 which had previousiy been used by the Fourth Murines and
Third Reconnaissance Bn ard which was known to provide line of sight
communicationa to the Regt CP. Thi: site also commands the cbjective
areg from the south but at a range further than desirsgble. However,
as being the best available site, it was developed by the helicopter
insertion of a security element and manual retransmission teams for
selected radio nets. Secondly, three PRC-25/Mi-456 automatic retrans—
migsion set-ups provided for the cpergtion from tst MarDiv were also
inserted, but did net significgntly improve communications becguse of
the weak signal from the oparating area. Iast the Regt Command Net
vas activated (HF-SSB) and the Battalions took aa HF cgpability into
the objective area. If commwnications failed, then contact would be
maintained over the HF ccmmand net. Throughout the course of the
operation, adeguate FUM radio communications were maintained although
there were short periods of time when manual relay ststions were
- employed. ‘ . _

o

(2) Legsons learned, Valushle lessons abeoul il prropagation

of FM radio signals in heavily fovested ferrsin wave
Generally thesz were in the nature of dmproving
radio set as mich as vossible while st 1 halte Sion of very
short (two mast section) KC-292 sntennaa sigtificatly iloxcoves
commmnications because of the ground plare eieomvnty of the antenna,
even though antenna beight i net zignidicantly incmmasad., This
also lightens the lozd of the antenua, as the dbalsnee 2f the mast
sections need not be carried.. & possibie selotisg o the problem,
vhich depends on heliccpter avaiiabiiity, wonld ba to insert the

PRC-47 by helo whan a unit establishes = postion end exicast it by

B} the same means prior to the unii moviny out., I -cadic baclkeun is

' censidered necessary to Battalicns whea opewpiing in this ty‘pé
terrain because of the uometimes marginsl communicaticus available

- by FM radio.

12, on the

t2e Special Bouipment and lechniques. On the evening of 42 Oct 67
{»+1), a ¥oCulloch chain saw, MOD 99 was helilifted to Co €, /1
position to clear an LZ for evacuation of casualties., Working most
of the night, the company cleared a heavily forested area into an
acceptable Lz for Medevac purposes. '

T
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130 Commander 's Analysis

&, Concept. The Division Concept fur Operabion MEDINA was excellent
as far as the disposition of beth Marine and ARVN forces were concerned.
The time elemsnt for the ¢xecution of the miszion was net eufficient
for the search and destrcy mission in the ares of operations nor was
it sufficient for moevement to designated areas for futvre opergtions.

Recommendstion. Puture planning for operations in Base Area 101
should be for a minimm of two weeks duration. Threce to four weeks
would be desirable.

B, Forces. Vhile the reinforcement capability of cne battalion
to another is quegtionable, cue to terrain/vogetation, the more
forces located in the arey insure g more thorcugh coverag® and
cause the NVA to divide his availgble force.

. N ., o £ A 8 . TS SR
Recommendaticon. & mimimum of two (4) coupauy Battallons be
employed in the imnediate objective area.

¥

¢o. Delicopters. Performed in an outstanding manner the gay
of insert and at other times, vhen available.

Becommendgtion. Helicopler HVail&leihy s te congistant
and in a direct support role Eeovghowll the sporhi) ”=. bicel 4 B 2P
of four H=34 aircraft shewld always be availavle > o the
Regimental Commander, This, of course, 1s for 1ogishic support and
air Feconnaissaice by all uait cormanders prior tr gad dwring the
operation.

o -1). Tho bOuu"lbublCﬂ that
an aixr observel Can ;Jaﬁ +o LuJ, tyoe o ru\L«sza wiiimited and
has & direct eficet on the succous of

Recommendaticn. Plals must incliude: &2 availzabilizy from
dzwn fio sunset over the objective area.

> Logistic Support. While no problem in itecli, the Jolivery
of - supplies equipment and the extraction of encmy docurents, weapens
and material is directly related to the heliccpier when it is needed,
not when it is available., On several occasions, tactical movement
wa.g halted or otherwise influtnced by the lack of helicopters when
needed. Troops could not leave one Helo LY in sufficient time %o
arrive at another before late evening. Consequeatly, on my order,
they did not move at all,

Re&omgenaatione Doe naragieph (3R
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P, Communications. With few exceptions, comminications were
execelleni throughout. the aperation. A relay station, estehblished

Resommendation. Insert Helay teaw; consisticy of represent-
atives of both Msrine and ARVN forces on nigh grourc southwest of
Base Ares U4, » :

Ge Geneval. I believe that Merines must operste in this area,
on occasion, but not too frequently., The insertion of a major force
into an area most suited to the NVA/guerrilla tactic is questionable
wiless we are prepared v accept a kill ratio lower than thet normally
achieved hy Marine forces, With the exception of the flexibility and
fire power inherent in Marine artillery and air, vhe numerical
superiority, employment of organic weapons and the i.ctical mobility
and variety of formgtions nornally used by M¥arine infantry cagnnot
be employed to minimum effectiveness.

Recommeudation. That operations in Base Ares 10t rot ve
attempted during any portion o»f the monsoon sgasun. That two major
operations of lengthy duration, %e plamned for early wimper and late
£all of %968,
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