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S&"C"FlLES 

HEADQUARTERS ]l MAF 

00266Sti7 
\ 

,. 7 r-unela*Uf1ed onremc'Nal of basie aterial 

Ser: 
2 0 AUG 1967 

Flft5T !k\DOtlli1:1li,:Nt' on cn let .MarJ)1'¥' Itr 3;~~1·l. OYet" 3480, tin: 0032W7 
4td g Aug 61' 

Froa. eo.anding General.. In Mltriuo A .. phibiOlia Force 
To: CodIlmler. Uldtec:l State • .M1litAJ"f Alli.taII.:. Cor..-ud, Vietmll 

(Attn~ U'..CJ-343' 

SubJ: ComiJat; After ActilXl lteport.. ~ don EI;Ll':r.r 

~:=-_c,,=~~~~'r~~~ , 
--~~.-----.----:-~ 

Copy to: 
eM(; 
c}£S 
co FUFiJAC 
co FIRST :'~\RDIV 

\'"' 

F,RED HAYNES 
8Y DIREOTIOf\ 

; n ~ r:- ~ft1 :1 ;) r? ,O'} i:: ~\ ~ I ,;' '; 

i l\v l;:U(!;!~ J'L\~ ~u U' U'lbillJ " 
~,,,.c.~, ,~" .,c ~~--~' ,j 

usse 
SkeRR 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

cmcI

3B/lkaS&C FILES
3480HEADQUARTERS III MAF
Ser:

00266867 20 AUG 1967

Unclassified on removal of basic anterial

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CG 1st MarDiv ltr 3:00:kib over 3480, Ser: 00323-67
dtd 9 Aug 67

From: Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force
Commander, United States Military Assistance Command, VietnamTo:
(Attn: M.C.--343)

Subj: Combat After Action Report; Operation ELLIOT

1. Forwarded.

FRED HAYNES
BY DIRECTION

Copy to:
CMC
CMCS
CG FMPPAC
CG FIRST ARDIV
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copy 3017copiesDOD DJR
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• 
HltA~lJARfl:.kS 

l$t ~ DiYiaion (l«t1n), Fl1f 
Fro, san Fnmeieco, CaUfornia ~ 

fIJ. · .... ~?T 

"OP'IIP 
3ltIIO 

J 

s.r. 0031:J-61 

en,er - UDolae.if1ed upon removal of eneJQaUH (l} 

Fraa2 OO-.n41:ng ~al 
To. C-n4S.n& GctMra1~ m NN'iM ~lou t'o~ 

Subjt COmbat Attar Action Repori.J Opex-at101l SWOT 

Ret: (a) KACV D1.r 190 "5-8 
(0) FMFPacO 300J.4 

EDell (1) SUbject n.port. 

9. AUG 1967 

1. In &cc:ordance ld:t.h reterenc .. (a) and (b) eneloeure (1) is forwarded. 
hertnd.th. 

2. Opvat1ons of tb1. nQ.ture are uc ... ., to oont1rm. or ueJ\Y lnteW­
gaM reporte. Alt.hough ehua.cterJ.wd bT ftl7 11&ht. oontMt, Operation 
EWOT did eoratba tJaat. t.he area. baa been 'UIJed by t.he _.,.-. tM opv­
atio1\ .. ooMidered ... ~u 1n that it. turthfR' MI'Wd t.o keep t.he U.,. Qft 'bal. .... 

OROUF-4 
Doqraded at 3-7ear intervalaj 

Deelaeoiri$d Qfter 12 years. 

H. 1. WOES SNEll 
Chief of Staff 

... - - _ .. - ._-_.- -- ---_ .. -.~-~ 
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HEADQUARTERS
1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF

FPO, San Francisco, California 96602
3:0Ptkgb
3480
Ser: 00323-67

9 AUG 1967

- Unclassified upon removal of enclosure (1)

From: Commanding General
To: Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force

Subji Combat After Action Report; Operation ELLIOT

(a) MACV Dir No 335-8Ref:
(b) FMFPac0 3000.4

Encl: (1) Subject Report

1. In accordance with references (a) and (b) enclosure (1) is forwarded
herewith.

2. Operations of this nature are necessary to confirm or deny intelli-
gence reports. Although characterized by very light contact, Operation
ELLIOT did confirm that the area has been used by the enemy. The oper-
ation was considered a success in that it further served to keep the
enemy off balance.

H. J. WOESSNER
Chief of Staff

IST

67
3204

Cosy 3 12

31:
UNCLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIEDGROUP-4
Downgraded at 3-year intervals; was

DOD DIR 5200.10Declassified after 12 years.
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From: 
To: 

i ~ _ _ _ .... ~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

,HEADq,UARTERS ,,', 
. 1st Maxim,s (Re,iriY 

1st Matine Division (Reiiih:~l<IF._, 
FPO, 'San Francisco, California, 96602 

Commanding Officer 
Commanding General, 1st l~arine Division (Rein), FMF . 

3/,lG/gle 
3480 
.31 .luI 67 
~/2 -/t;(}tJ?5-:67 

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Rellort (Operation ELLIOT) ,//I--;r:6Z 
' lmJ ~B.iiti!.;;;:s s~c CO~.;':s.;JL Jj;), &@ ~ -~. 

Ref: (a) 1st He.rines Frag-Order 56 ... 67eo.py, .4 Of l~ C.~j~)h;:,,'5 
1. ,C2de Name: Operation ELLIOT (Search and Destroy Operation) 

2. Da'tes.Qf 0l2.ero.tio!v ..o50600H July 67 to 062400H July 67. 

3. Location: Area bounded on North by E-W GL 62., on East by line from 
13T 0ZB620 to BT 028617, South along suor CO CA to BT 012568, on the South 
by liT 14 and on the West by the N-S Gt 97.' 

4- Command,Headguarters: 

1st 11arin~ 

1st Battalion, 1st Marines 

2nd Battalion, 1st Harines 

tst. Bnttali:on,7th Ml'lrin'Gs 

1st Battalion, 11th Marinos Dis 

Company A,(~), 1st Shore P~rt.r 

ComnM,Y A (-),1st Engincl';rs 

1st Nnrinos (-) (Rein) 

1£ tiI&s CC£:171rulY' 
I" • 

CC'ClI'c.n.Y'; •• 1nt, J3atto.l.ion 

,. 
OOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS, 

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 
DOD DIS 5200.10 

1 

Colonel RADICS 

Lieutenant Colonel PETRO 

LiGutonant Colonol- HEl . .,rL11'TT 

Lieu tonM t Colonol R01,u.EY 

Major J:1tIJ'J.l0N S & C flLES 
, ' .. _., HEADQUARTERS 

CaptalJl ]OT;;;LHO 1ST M.ARmE DIVISION, FMf 
\ 

Captein rrcHKlMICH 67 . J,Q 7 4 
," .. " ,COil" ·""Iff of __ oOPies 

Colonel WJ)IeS 

L~oot .o61on~1 rmno 
", 

lliJOO©llJ$$~W~~IDJ 
.....; 

'i1iP R 

DOD DIR tJ20Q,o.lQ 
.~_w __ ··_· ____ ... .-...... 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

SECRIEN

HEADQUARTERS
1st Marines (Rein)

1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
CLUNCT

FPO, San Francisco, California, 96602

3/NG/gle
3480

31 Jul 67
Sep 0025-67

From: Commanding Officer
Commanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMFTo:

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report (Operation ELLIOT)
0075-67102 MARINES sec CONTROL 20.

Ref: (a) 1st Marines Frag-Order 56-67

Copy 4. of 12 Copies
1. Code Name: Operation ELLIOT (Search and Destroy Operation)

2. Dates of Operation 050600H July 67 to 062400H July 67.

3. Location: Area bounded on North by E-W GL 62, on East by line from

BT 028620 to BT 028617, South along SUOI CO CA to BT 012568, on the South

by RT 14 and on the West by the N-S GL 97.

Command Headquarters:

Colonel RADICS1st Marines

Lieutenant Colonel PETRO1st Battalion, 1st Marines

Licutenant Colonel- HEWLETT2nd Battalion, 1st Marines

Lieutenant Colonel ROWLEY1st Battalion, 7th Marines

1st Battalion, 11th Marines D/S Major MARRON S & C FILES

HEADQUARTERS
Company A (-), 1st Shorc Party Captain BOTELHO 1ST MARINE DIVISION, FMF

Company A (-), 1st Engineers

67 3074

Captain ITCHKAWICH

4Copy of copiesTask Organization;

1st Marines (-) (Rein) Colonel RADIOS

1st Battalion, 1st Marines (-) Liouternat Colonel TIMRO

leg H&S Company

Company 1st Battalion

UNCLASSIFIEDCompany B. 1st Battalion

1DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS, DECLASSIFIEDDECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10DOD DIR 5200.10

DECLASSIFIED
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• 
gp,d BI1ttalion,1st H§1:irie.a (.) . tRein) Lieutenant Colonel HEtVLETT 

.. :. 

Det H&SGomparty:···i· 
. . .. ~', ,-

: . - ~ 
" .' 

Comp!'\PY E,. ~d Billtnll.on 

Compnn,y H, 2nd Battalion 

1st Battf:!fJ-ion, I-th.Marines 

bet H&S, Company ' .• 
Company A, 1st Battalion 

·CompnnyD, 1st Ba:ttRlion 

6. Su puortil.!£.. .fore os: 

- ~. ," 

Lieutenant Colonel R01.JLEY 
...... ,-

n.. !1ill=ine HOlicopters (1st Mnrine !l.iror:aft Win~)' :. I.:., .' .. 

• 

(1) HOliccptcrroquiremcnts Vlore kopt"-at ~:JIlirJ;.:i.mu.m, .f\lld no'!).ssnult 
forces wore 19ndod by .'lir. The bulk of hclicoptcll' requirement's worofor 
tho '):C.supplydf·:unitsin tho f:i,cld. ..' 
,-,:'.1 

I ~t 
-," ~'. -.. 

(2) The In.ckof helicopters WF\S overcomo by close liaison with 
the Division TI.cp Md the Division '''.Jorking Birds" Here used to fill tho 
gaps in the 1st Hn.rinos roquirements.. ..... o "'t~.' 

b. !:f.,,;rino Fixed Wing Support: 

(1) Thero were notcqu~:sts frr fixed' wing aircrqft Md· none were 
employed. 

(2) Observer rrirerd't were omplcycd during'th(; opcr'1.tion to ml'lke 
vi.su.ql rcconnais!ltlc (;' . ofsuspcc tec1 on8my as.sembly 0-rGas. "'; , 

c. ~illc;ry: 

(1) 1st Bnttalicn, 11th l1e.rincs W3.S in diTect support of 1st 
r-brincs. There WC.l."O rL tot81 of 14 Rrtillcry missions fired in support 
u:f 0J,..c~'l~ 2LLIOT. il·br·'ql(down of PUllmurti tion ox.pondod is ns follows: 

HE 

105MM·. 35 

ILLUM 

1 

Sl-'lOKG ... 

6 

(2), '''A1l".':U\(i.., !'R'~. ~a~:t':i.9s §)upporte.d Oporo. tion mL1IOT from their 
primary posJ. tions wi thin tho Tf.oR.. Two LVT H-ti I S wore a ttaehed to the 
1st Battalion, 7th ~'In.Tinos for dircc t firo support. " .. ::., 

d. Rav ~l G1.!l.1fi.t9,.: Th,cJrc ·""''is no :ai~ '11 gunfire" uBed'· during 0ro rn tion 
P.LI.IOT 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

2nd Battalion, 1st Marines (-) (Rein) Lieutenant Colonel HEWLETT

Det H&S Company

Company E, 2nd Battalion

Company H, 2nd Battalion

Lieutenant Colonel ROWLEY1st Battalion, 7th Marines

Det H&S. Company
Company A, 1st Battalion

Company D, 1st Battalion

6. Supporting Forces:

a. Marine Helicopters (1st Marine Aircraf t Wing)

(1) Holicopter requirements were kept at a minimum, and no assault
forces were landod by air. The bulk of helicoptor requirements were for
the resupply of units in the field.

(2) The lack of helicoptors was overcome by close liaison with
the Division TACP and the Division "Working Birds" wcrc used to fill the

gaps in the 1st Marines requirements.

b. Marino Fixod Wing Support:

(1) There were no requests for fixed wing aircraft and none were

employed.

(2) Observer aircreft word employed during the operation to make
visual reconnaisance of suspected enemy assembly areas.

C. Artillery:

(1) 1st Battalion, 11th Marines was in direct support of 1st
Marines. There woro a total of 14 artillory missions fired in support
of Operation ELLIOT. 11 br aldown of ammunition expended is as follows:

HE SMOKEILLUMWP

6105MM 35138 1

(2) "A" and "B" Batterios supported Operation ELLIOT from their
primary positions within the TAOR. Two LVT H-6's were attached to the
1st Battalion, 7th Marines for direct fire support.

d. Naval Gunfire: There was no raval gunfire used during Operation
ELI.IOT

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED
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• 
o. Comp8h.Y l~ (-). 1 st Shore Partx: Bnttalion.: .frovided (,no :EST 'pOl' 

Comp-c'myand foror-Ioh B2ttalion Comm.1l1d Group,and was prepared :to provide 
ndi1itionillaupport ns roquirod. 

, ; , . 

f. Compruw A (-) t 1 st Enginoers Battalinn: Provided engineer support 
teams. tn p,ccompAny each Comprtny'lnr1 Bnttalioh Commnnd Group and w?-s prepared 
to p!'8vide add:i. tinnnl support as required to 

7. Intollig-on'c 0 l 

A.. ~IIW Forces il.nticipntcn In Objective Area: Bfts.crl o.n sightings 
and cnnt'lots by MATino Uni ts prir>r tn tho nporqticn, ,it'was 'ostirnA.tcc1 
that tho objective 8.!'oa ccntilincd etJ1proximntcl.v 30-50 gUorillC!s. Thero 
wore also numcrOU$ lnw-levol intelligoncc rcports of units up to . 

. I" ~ • 

cOhipany sizo within tho ('bjcc tive'U'oa. 

lliomy ForceslJ.Ctu~:U,.y Enc\'ootorod In The Ob,ie.ctivG l..rom , 

.( 1) SpcrnlliesrJall cont:ccts confirmcrl that no CGDlP.'U1ioS or 
lArge size units opor.n:.tcd. within tho nbjoctive "rod. oocl thnt the rrgcnt 
reports were gros91y CXA.ggc~n.tcd.· ··The ilbsencc of cnclllY fnrcos could be, 
attributed to the clcfoctJ.r>n of VONGOC ,AN on the 3rrl of July, t".,odays 
prior to tho conunonccmcni; of Opcrrttion ELLIOT •. VO NGOC AN pnrtinlly 
cr:·nfirmocl tho ostim~.tc of VC f(rccs when ho. statc(l. ho Wr\S .11 membor r:f a 
12 m.msqu!1d tho.t nr:r88.1ly cpcrlltcrl in tho .'1ro!3,c~:v()icdb·Y Opbratirm 
ELLIOT. VO NGOO lIN alsl1.stqtOG thqt the Tl.OR boundary between 1st ~rarines 
"ll1rt 7th M.:'1X:lnCS wis (t commonly user. infil tr'1tionr rmtQ intC' the .Dli 
N!iliCl T~R. . 

(2) Minos "lIlcl Booby Trllps. During Oncr1.ti0n';LLIOT 28-.m5,ucs 
wore iliseC'vcrad Md "tcstrrycrl by friondly f('r~es.,· Seven rrunos wore" ... :~ 
r1€J tn n '1 tor1 rc suI t ing in 7 USMC"fIfl. IS. 

(3) CIlVC8 Md' Tunnels. Fnu.r mM-rn,qrlc cq.VOS Md {inc bunker 
were di/30Ovc;co.n. 00'1 distrcyod by frionrUy forces. :!IT one of tho c 'lves 
crntaincd. 3'fly pC!'S'01J.llO.l or oquipmcritbut d.i1 iniicato signs (1f rc.oont· 

c. TGrrain~ 

(.1) GOVOl: and Onnconlmont~ During Opo.r;:{tion l1LLIOT built up 
:1~ hrn"le0rows. nn1 cu.1 tiv -'ttc}. arOag rfferc(1 g')0Q o0ncoruncnt. Limitod 
~,)'V'er WQS providod. by t01'ig;rBrhicnJ. v nriat irns :::md built uI' cxo as. 

und 

( 2) exi tical Tcrrftin FC!l ture s. thnc. 

(3) Obscrvatifm nnel Fields cf Fire. Fields of fira ,WCl'e gc'od 
woro onlyrostrictcQ by hodgorr.ws rmd buil t-up nro.as~ 

(4) Obstacles. Nfttural 0bstnclos were non-existont in tho 
o'p~ratic).ll area, howovor,hrunlcts tonn.C<'l tr chMnclizc trnnp ffi"'vements. 

3 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET

0. Company A (-), 1st Shore Party Battalion: Provided one HST por
Company and for onch Battalion Command Group, and was prepared to provide
additional support as required.

f. Company A (-), 1st Engineers Battalion: Provided ongineer support
to ams to accompany each Company and Battalion Command Group and was prepared
to provide additional support as required.

7. Intolligonce:

a. Enomy Forces Anticipated In Objoctive Arca: Basod on sightings
and contacts by Marino Units prior to the operation, it was estimated
that the objectivo area contained approximately 30-50 guerillas. There
were also numorous low-lovel intelligence reports of units up to
company sizo within the objectivo area.

b. Encmy Forcos Actually Encountered In The Objectivo Argan

(1) Sporadic small contacts confirmed that no companios or
large size units operated within the objective area and that the agent
reports wore grossly exaggerated The absence of enomy forces could bc
attributed to the defection of VO NGOC AN on the 3rd of July, two days
prior to the commencement of Operation ELLIOT. VO NGOC AN partially
confirmed the estimate of VC forces when he. stated ho was a member of a
12 man squad that normally operated in the area covered by Operation
ELLIOT. VO NGOC AN also stated that the TAOR boundary between 1st Marines
and 7th Marinos was a commonly used infiltration routo into the DA
NANG TAOR.

(2) Mines and Booby Traps. During Operation ELLIOT 28- mines
were discovered and destroyed by friendly forces. Seven minos woro
detonated resulting in 7 USMC WIA's.

(3) Caves and Tunnels. Four man-made caves and one bunker
were discovered and distroyed by friendly forces. None of the caves
contained any personnel or equipment but did in icato signs of recent
occupancy.

C. Terrain:

(1) Cover and Concealmont. During Operation ELLIOT built up
hodgerows and cultivated areas offered good concoalnont, Limited

Dover was provided by topigraphical variations and built up areas.

(2) Critical Terrain Features. Nenc.

(3) Observation and Fields of Fire. Fields of firo were good
and were only restricted by hedgorows and built-up areas.

(4) Obstacles. Natural obstacles wore non-existent in the
operation arca, however, hamlets tended to channelize troop movements.

UNCLASSIFIED3

DECLASSIFIED
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• 
(5.), [J.'l.wnucEi/, iC't;.,1:I:rIlrc)0ch •. The mr)in '1vo?-ue (~frtppr'''?Ch into the . 

n1ijee~1l£ ,ttrC,1l ,WitS, Pl.~,n.g' tM'l;re$,t4.bi· Si0. c (' f' tncTll.OH b""unc1tlrybo tween 
1's't And Tth liarmcs, 'ihis' ~ .. hi$C'i1firr.1CA as 11. ;cr l!lJlK1nly use rl ihfHtr".tiC'n , 
:t(lute for both gucrrillM Mn Hpin Forco units by tho rallier, VO NGOC [JT. 

8. :' 'Mis~icn: 1stMr.r{ri~s(- r'tf{e':Lnr'::,d'cri0tn~t~c~ch 4~dc~t~(';-'~p~rati('n 
in 8i'ca brnindod en Ncrth by :l-'Iv GL6~t.:r,;n E!'1st by I) line frc:l'1 BT 028620 
to BT 028617 South nlong tho SUOI Co cf.tc BT 012568, ('In the South by 
Hnuto 14 rmd 0n the \lost by H-S GL 97, tr- eT'tuxo rmd (lcstrc'y Qncmy" 
frrees. supplics nncl faoili tics in the rtrOfl. "f q1crati"n nnd' t, interdict 
enemy rrutos of oc'mmunic'1ti"ns • 

. '.~.'" , . .:. ... '>'-';~.':--'-"-'''- : .... ~'" :.~: '"' 

9. 'Cnncent r;f Oncrati("ns: ,.' 1st Narincs:'\t H-HcuI' D-Dp-¥ 1st l-hrinos C-) 
(Rain) cr,ncluG"j;s .S&!) ('ipcrrtti()ns with, threo Bnttalirn (-).' Une'Batt1iJ.i"n 
attr-tcks frcm'thc';\,ios't'uv1 ostablisoos;bl("cking positicns ('n tho 1st 
Nc'U'ines-7th NarinGs CDmmr·n bound~ry. Simul t:mocusly two B~ttru.irns 
cross the LOn"'n Eastern flank ,~f the jU'ea of 0i'G:r:'Rtinn 8fl~1 8.ttack .' 
1:lostw8.rr1 t,., thcR"I.ilrr:n.d' Trac'ks •. ' f.systCffi'lticS&n nf tho c;roa oi"opcrA.ti("n 
is thon cc'nductc r1. 

n. 1st Battali,m, 1st M.'1.I'incs (-) (Hein): l ... t H-Hour croas' Reuto 
14 Mel SWGCp~ Nrrthwost c()nr1ucting .q Sonrch '1111 Destroy rpor,"tii,n :in. its: •... 
ZOllo, b(unc~ori on the. S,u th by Hrute 14,. thG sueI e(' QA en tho l::rtst and.-' 
cYistingB".ttalion Br:nmdq,rics nn,Nnrth .qnf! l/JCSt.; 

'9. 211::1 Bcitt8.lion. 1st Narines (-)(Rein): ·L,t H-'~:Jur cross N-3 G1.;~~ __ i_. 

0178rid B-vlGL 62 p.nd s",~(e:: we~t in ".. Scqrch FU1rl Destr('y r;rcI'ntinn m;.:'; 
its ZOl~ bounc1cn 0n tho East by q line frrm BT 028620 k BT 028617 oh:thc" 
North by the Ji:-\-/ GL 62 Mil C'n tho Gnu th Md "lost by existing D.'1.ttali(1n 
brunr.aries., 

:.' 

c. ,1st B.qttq.4.i,'P.., 7th r,t'll'incs (-) (Roin.liM IT-Hour cmtcr'DUC I(Y ,; 
.D~1'1 frnm tho Nnrth A.nd sweep E.".st k the 1st H.-:.rinos-7th Hqrines 
C0IlllIlon bountlr-try ,-cnd csbblish cnnbct with 2nd.Bn.tt"llicn. ·$inul tnnocusly 
onter the FLrCn. of C'pcr'ltir-n' ~;r:'r'fil. the vicinity nf efl:! Viill () '11]].'<).73587 
I".ml sweop East tcwarci the1si l:i::~.rincs-7thHrtrin~s Cf.'lnIlK'n.bc'un(l",JeY wd 
ost.~blish -'contact with 1st 3attalic',n, 1st l:Iarincs. :;./" 

10. txecu tL,D.: 

a. 02 Jul'y' 1645H G0nccpt -0f Opor'lt,irns -f.cJ:'~OpcrA.tion 1'LI·WT WitS 
submi ttud tc 1~t 11itrinG Divisi~'n for ~prrn·v·.ql. . . " 

t . " 

(1) 0947H, nocoived nrpr0v21 fnm 1st Nrtrinc Division en tho 
Concert of 0l)orations for O?crqt;i.np. BLLICT. 

(2) 1100R, Briefing held .'1.t 1st Nc'1Xincs Cl' with 1111 units 0n 
the pr"1'0scct Cc,nccrt of Opc,:rr-t tions. 

. ....... . 

owe 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

(5.) Avenues of Approach. The moin avenuo of appreach into the
objective Arca was along the westcin side of the TAOR boundary betwoon
1st and 7th Marines, this whs confirmed as a commonly used infiltration
route for both guerrillas and Main Force units by the rallicr, VO NGOC AN.

8. Mission: 1st Marines (-) (Rein) conduct scarch and destroy operation
in arca bounded on North by E-W GL 62, on East by a linc from BT 028620
to BT 028617 South along the SUOI CO CA to BT 012568, on the South by
Route 14 and on the West by N-S GL 97, to centure and dostrey enemy
forces, supplics and facilitics in the area of operation and to interdict
enemy routes of communicntions.

9. Concent of Operations: 1st Marines at H-Hour D-Day 1st Marines (-)
(Roin) conducts S&D Operations with three Battalion (-). One Battalion
attacks from the West and establishes, blocking positions on the 1st
Marines-7th Marines common boundary. Simul tanocusly two Battalions
cross the LOD on Eastern flank of the Area of Operation and attack
Westward to the Railrood Tracks. in systematic S&D of the Area of Operation
is thon conducted.

a. 1st Battalion, 1st Marines (-) (Roin): It H-Hour cross Route
14 and sweeps Northwost conducting a Soarch and Destroy operation in its
ZOA, brunded ori the S uth by Route 14, the SUOI CO CA on the East and
cristing Battalion Boundaries on North and West.

b. 2nd Battalion. 1st Marines (-) (Rein): At H-Tour cross N-S GL
017 and E-W GL 62 and sween west in a Search and Destroy operation in
its ZOA bounded on the East by a line from BT 028620 to BT 028617 on the
North by the L-W GL 62 and on the South and West by existing Battalion
boundaries.

C. 1st Battalion, 7th Marines (-) (Rein): At H-Hour entor DUC KY
paninsula from tho North and swoop East to the 1st Marinos-7th Marines
common boundary and establish contact with 2nd Battalion. Simultaneously
ontor the area of operation from the vicinity of CAM VAN (3) AT 973587
and sweep East toward the 1st Marines-7th Marines Common boundary and
establish contact with 1st Battalion, 1st Marines.

10. Execution:

a. 03 July 1645H Concept of Operations for Operation ELITOT was
submitted to 1st Marine Division for approval.

b. 04 July 1967

(1) 0947H, Received approval from 1st Marino Division on the
Concert of Operations for Operation ELLIOT.

(2) 1100H, Briefing held at 1st Marines CP with all units en
the pr posed Concept of Operations.
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safsg • 
c.·o~ Jul;y 1~61. 

, ' ., . "., .r. 

(1) 400lI, (;;:c('1n 1st B'lttr1.linn. 7th 'i!icttin~~ passeA to 1st 
~lA.I'inc s. .. 

(2) 0600H, All uni t~ erosscQ LOD t,~ comrocnc c ,CrcI':"tinn ~i.'Lr,rl'T. . '. 

(3' 0715E" C()mpMY r,; .. Z-~, vicin~ty l .. T.995617, f."'uncl 1 Zulu ... 
10 tYre TIine Md 1 unknr;wn type [:line. Bc~ th mine s c1isru:mcrl ;m,1 forw<u: 0.ed:: 
to the DattF.llicn CPo 

(4) 0805H, Comr"'ny 1.. .. 1-7, vicinity ;I.T 978606, ilprrchon"crl 1 Vl'J 
m310 with ID c'1rd. ICi t C.-,rg0n SC{"ut ifl.cntifiorl Dotqincc as'a I!lGI!l'ocr of 
n loc!"~ VC platc{':n. D,:t'l.inoc forw fux:1c,l tC' B.qttl'lli0n Cl'. 

(5) 1025H, C:,mrL"U'lY 1).-1-7, vicinity il.T 977796, N::tI':lnO dotrmrtton 
unknown type mine resulting in 1 USHC \/I:"~ Nocl.:,:,vac. 

(6) 1115H, Cr;mpMY ;i.-1-1, vicinity BT 007595, friune. rcinf('rccfl: 
bunker 2 'X6 'X5'. ~unkcr cnnstructed wi th fa'lse floor nnrl reinforced 

", 

with bl'JllDOO. Also discr:vororl 13. tunnol lut''ling t" M"thor exit a.pprodma.tely 
8 moters fr"ill the bunker. Soarchc(1, bunker Mr1 f·:iUnfl 1 pr-.nch0, 1 fl,"'.shlight, 
1 first nic1 kit end 1 co('king strvo. Gear fnrwara.C'l t: Battalion CT' Md 
bunker destr:>ycc1 with 0-4_ 

(7) 1440E, C"mt'A!1Y H-2-1, vicinity I.T 989600, ]JP.trrl member 
detnn"\tcd 2 SH1H rnunc1s rigger! ~s f1. mine rC6ul tin;! in 4 USHC 1'iIA Mo(l1Jv,q~s. 

(8) 1500Ii, 00mprmy D-1-7, vicinity' flT 98760Q, pl".trnl [;:unn. nne 
cave. "pprnxim'1tcly 3'X3'X12' TNith b.q,rnbr~' 'mel brush o:'·nccqlmcnt. Dcstrcyod 
Cave with 0-4. 

(9) 1545H, Cnmr.qny H-2-1, vicinity 1.T 993598, .;'n.trrl member 
notnnAtCr1'Ul H-26 gronac1.c riggcct as a mine rosul ting in 1 US1~C VIlA MdEvac. 

(10) 1640H, C('mp'lIlY G--1-1, vicinity hT 989588, p"I.tr;'l member 
de t;nnFitcc1 'ill N-26 grcn'1c\c :riggodqg .1. mine rGsulting in 1 USNC ~.JI I~ 
licdLv.",c. i.rert se'1l'chcd MIL f,-·un0. '111e· ther 11-26 gronl1'.1c ri[~{;Grl r'cs !1 minc. 
l1ino ljlown by engineers. 

(11) 2025H, i;omr'lIl-Y ~ ..... ~-1, vicinity.~T 999519, \<hile mc·ving to 
T'PB spc-·ttcr1 a'liGht in ,'1, h"usc nnd .)bscrvcn. 3 VC nc"tr he·usC. Unit· 
rcccivcn. 10 runds 8m'l11 ''1I'ms fire. 1'.'1t:r"l cnonc~ fire with sfll'111 Arms 
fire .'Ul,1 U ... 79s. SC'1rcho<1 "lrc'lfc'ill!,l 2 .H-26 g!:cn'lrlcs 1"111"1 .'1 first ["iff 
kit. 

(12) 2145H, Comr-my 11., :-1~ 'licinity H'I' 006585,vhHc moving int0 
Pl'>J3 receive/'[ ~J!pr('tim"t61y 100 ~·;"\Jn'.is 8m'l11 'U'ms fir~ frcm M cstim!ltc1 
4 VG' rcsul ting in 1 U31'lG RE. llcturncr1 sm.1.1'l Arms .md $1}~!(m(~rt'1.rs.: 
Sc."l.l'chcit -'l,U)<'l. but ffund n' cvi(:c-'1.cc cf VC c"tsu.'11 ti0S. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

C. 05 July 1967

(1) 400H, Upon 1st Battalion. 7th Marines passed to 1st
Marinos.

(2) 0600H, All units crossed LOD to commonce ,Operation ELLIOT.

(3) 0715H, Company E-2-1, vicinity AT 995617, frund of Zulu-
10 type minc and 1 unknown type mino. Both minos disarmed and forwarded
to the Battalicn CP.

(4) 0805H, Company is 1-7, vicinity AT 978606, apprehended 1 VN
male with ID card. Kit Carson Scrut identified Dotained as member of
a local VC plateen. Detained forwarden to Battalion CP.

(5) 1025E, Company 1-1-7, vicinity AT 977796, Marine detonated
unknown type mino resulting in 1 USMC WIS MedEvac.

(6) 1115H, Company 1-1, vicinity BT 007595, found reinforced
bunker 2'X6 X5'. Bunker constructed with falso floor and reinforced
with bamboo. Also discoverod a tunnel leading tn another exit approximately
8 motors from the bunker. Searched bunker and found 1 poncho, 1 flashlight,
1 first aid kit and 1 cooking steve. Goar forwarded to Battalion CP and
bunker destroyed with C-4.

(7) 1440H, Company H-2-1, vicinity AT 989600, patrol member
detonated 2 81MM rounds rigged as a mine resulting in 4 USMC WIA ModEvacs.

(8) 1500H, Company D-1-7, vicinity AT 987609, patrol found one
cave approximately 3'X3'X12' with bambro and brush concealment. Dostreyed
cavo with C-4.

(9) 1545H, Company H-2-1, vicinity AT 993598, patrol member
dotonatod an M-26 gronade rigged as a mine resulting in 1 USMC WIA McdEvac.

( 10 ) 164OH, Company G-1-1, vicinity AT 989588, patrol momber
dctonated an M-26 grenade rigged as A mino resulting in 1 USMC WI
ModDvac. Arca scarched and found another M-26 gronade rigged as a minc.
Mino blown by engineers.

(11) 2025H, Company 1-3-1, vicinity AT 999579, while moving to
PPB spotted a light in a house and observed 3 VC near house. Unit
received 10 r unds small farms firo. Patrol opened fire with small arms
fire and M-79s. Searchod area found 2 M-26 grenades and a first aid
kit.

(12) 2145H, Company A-1-1, vicinity BT 006585, while moving into
PPB received approximately 100 rounds small arms fire from an estimated
4 VG resulting in 1 USMC KI4. Returned small arms and 81MM mertars.
Scarched area but found nr evidence of VC casualtics.
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(1) 1200H, 1 st Batta.ljiJo, 7'th r-Jar'fues returned,.o,p-erational 
Gon,t'rol tG 7th !ll8.rihos... ' .. : .. I \ .... .' , 

. \ \' i ~.! 

(2) 1330H, CnmrMY H-2-1, vicinity 11.T9859; 9959, 9860 with 
rallior disc.-vorod 3 r.nti-ncrsf'nncl miritB; 1 rcun<:'l. 81l'iH, 1 N-79, 3 
ChiCOID, grenades; 1'f'I-26 grcnr-vk Me',. (1) 60JVll"1 mcr~3.r, r,;unr1 Etll·;riggof1 as 

'minoii • .' All minos r'o~trnyo(l: 8~ th p....;4.·· . . 

·11. 

; \ '. 

e.. USNC KIil. - 1 
'-".;.' 

b. . KIT G :).l(~~.llif Iq/l .;.- O· 

c • USHC viIi. - 7 

d. USMC HIlI. - 0 

8. ve KI..'l. (Conf) - 0 
., . 
f. VC KIi. (Frob) - 0 

g. Dotaineo - 1 

h. PO,'l - 0 

1. Friendly Equirment I.r;sscs. 

j. Cl'trtUrc1 Enemy J..iquipmont. 

(2) 11-26 Grennfios 

(1) B.o,1S ~'Ic,'.icA1 3upplics 

(2) First Air'! Kits 

(1) P'1nch--

( 1) Flttshlight 

q. Surr'1.y: Suppl;;r suppC',rt f;,r tho fiolr1, eloffion.ts W:'l.s"pr.widod by 
pl'l.:l'ont 0rgrmizati·'ns. G0mbRt 12.~,rlsc."\rI:ic'·r.·by tho c:'ml~qfiics .. lOxe sufficiep.t 
to meet >\11 xcquircncnts. Hcsurf,l:,~·iD. the fiol:i,.,-:\s accoflll"lishcd by LVT' ~ 
and otters, hnwGvoZ'r in inst"lricos ',hcl,'G time or terrn:in w',s a. limiting 
fl'tctnl' holiccptcrs were utilizc'~o;1clicG~'tcr su:rr~,rt TCruriS (EST's) wero 
prnvidcd fnr each ccm~'lany. llCSUP ,1.': r0ql1Csts \.,01'0 transmitted via tho 
H:':;T lr.r.istics net tr- BAttR1iC'r' cC"1..r" 

b. I1.1.inten'mcc; 12t1C k the Sfl'nt r1urn.ti 0 n nf the ,":'pox.<ltirn, nr: ' 
m,'1intonn.noo pI'nblcms',IOYC cnc''!)J'ltcre;r'i. 

:. ~.:' '. 

sU3iMi' 
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06 July 1967d

(1) 1200H, 1st Battalion, 7th Marines returned operational
control to 7th Marinos.

(2) 1330H, Company H-2-1, vicinity AT 9859, 9959, 9860 with
rallier disc. vered 3 enti-nersennel mints, 1 round 81MM, 1 M-79, 3
ChiCom gronades, 1 M-26 grenado and (1) 60MM mortar r und all rigged as
mines. All mines ^estroyed with G-4.

11. Results:

E. USMC KIA - 1

b. KIT CARSON KIA - 0

C. USMC WIA - 7

d. USMC MIA - O

C. VC KIA (Conf) - 0

f. VC KIi (Prob) - 0

6. Dotainee - 1

h. POW - O

1. Friendly Equipment Lesses. None.

j. Captured Enemy Equipment.

(1) Ponche(2) M-26 Grenades

(1) Beg Medical Supplics (1) Flashlight

(2) First Aid Kits Assorted Documents

12. Administrative Matters

A. Supply: Supply support for the field elements was pr vided by
parent organizations. Combat loads carried by the C mpanics were sufficient
to meet all requirements. Resupply in the field was accomplished by LVT's
and Otters, however, in instances where time or terrain was a limiting
factor helicoptors were utilizod. Heliconter support Teams (HST's) were
provided for each company. Resupply requests were transmitted via the
HST legistics not to Battalior rear.

b. Maintenance: Duo to the short duration of the operation, no
maintonance problems wore incountered.
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• 
o. Crtsuru.ty Treatment m0. ~Ioflic!1.11vA.cu'ltil)n: All bqttlo C'1.suPll tics 

wore eVflcun.ted c1irectly to divisii~n-lc'vcl morlical fflCit·itics. i:..fter 
trC'ltmont all tr(>ps with miner injuries wore returner. tn their l)1Xcnt 
organizatinn frx further Cqrc. 

rl. TrMsDort'ninn, Duo .. t:l tho Orerqtinn8.1 .!l.I'Op. being wi thin tho 1st 
Mc"U'ines T.ilDH ne trq,nsprirt."tion W"1S requirer'! for the movomcnt of tn'ors. 

e. CommunicP.tions, OpcrRtion SLLIOT W8.S c"ntrollc:1 fr',m the Regi­
mental GI:' becAUse of its close prnximity to the l)per.~tions :..rca. 1.11 
cireuitry was reliable Md no c('mmunic~ticns nrC'blems were enchuntcrcd 
during the lypern.tions. 

13. l?sycho16~ic01 Y·'l.rfqre "Uld Civil (l.ff'1:irs SUPP0Eott 

a. Ls,.ychol,9FdcAl 1Jqrf~GI There wero nr' psychologic'll wl1.rf,qrc 
l.ctivi tics o,qrrie", rill during Operqtinn :::lLLIC"T but nn 08 July tho 'lftGr 
action activities rclf!tcd to b'LLICT Srt1M' tho use nf ,<> lcrU'lct c1r0p Met 
b0th ,9.ori.'1l 'Ulc1 p.'ound brC"'ldcA.sts in tho OpoT"lticn c.rco..· The tA.pes used 
fir t.he bro8.dcA.st were m:1ne by 9. rA.llicr fr"ID the r~U'J:'G DdW HamId, 
VI,) HUoe i.JT. 

b. Civil flff'lirs: N(me.· 

14~ 8120oio1 Equipment !IDA Techniques,: .!. diver team frc'm the 1st 
Roc0nn'CissMcc Bn,ttalicn WRS cmrlnycr'! i!UT.ing the sccrn"" c'ilY 0f C'pcrqti0ns. 

15. j2oJl1li:JMders Analysis: During Operation ELLIOT, no significant ccntaot 
~~made or oasualties inflicted upon the enemy. Because of this, it was 
not a resounding suoces&. It did confirm however, that the operations area 
spe.ci.~i.o~l1Y the common boundary betvJeen 1 st and 7th l'Jarines, is a commonl~ 
used lnf~ltration route into the ]A luum TAOR. It also confirmed that the 
area is heavily mined and boob:v' trapped to' hnmpor Our efforts 'to patrol and 
b.lo<:k this .IDr9Ll1.le ~f Approach. 

Yeo, y1fJlj 
R. o. RI'FrS 
Executive Officer 
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SCOTUST

C. Casual ty Treatment and Medical Evacuation: All battle casualties
were evacuated directly to division-level medical facitities. After
treatment all troops with minor injuries wore returned to their parent
organization for further care.

d. Transportain Due to the Operational Area being within the 1st
Marinos TAOR no transportation was required for the movement of troops.

C. Communications: Operation ELLIOT was controlled from the Regi-
mental CP because of its close proximity to the operations Area. All

circuitry was reliable and no communications problems wore enchuntered
during the operations.

13. Psychological Warfare and Civil Affairs Support:

a. Psychological Warfare: There word no psychological warfare
activities carried on during Operation LLLIOT but on 08 July the after
action activitics related to ELLIOT saw the use of a loaflot drop and
both aerial and ground broadcasts in the Operation arca. The tapes used
for the broadcast were made by a rallior from the OURNG DONG Hamlot,
VO HUOC AN.

b. Civil Affairs: None.

14. Special Equipment and Techniques: 1 diver team from the 1st
Reconnaissance Battalion WAS employed during the scoond day of operations.

15. Commanders Analysis: During Operation ELLIOT, no significant contact
was made or oasualties inflicted upon the enemy. Because of this, it was
not a resounding success. It did confirm however, that the operations area,
specifically the common boundary between 1st and 7th Marines, is a commonly
used infiltration route into the DA NANG TAOR. It also confirmed that the
area is heavily mined and booby trapped to hamper our efforts to patrol and
block this Avenue of Approach.

P.O. Valta
R. O. RITTS
Executive Officer
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_/ S&C mES 
ElEADQUARTERS ][ MAF 

3B/twf 
3480 
Ser: 

o 0 3118 6 71 SEP 1b1967 
~.r., -Unclassified upon removal of basic correspondence 

FIRST ENDORSE}~T on CG 1st MarDiv ltr 3:DEB:kgb, 3480.1, Ser 00374-67 
dtd 8 Sep 67 

From: Connnanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force 
To: Commander, United States Military Assistance Command, Vietnam 

Subj: Combat After Action Report; Operation PIKE 

1. Readdressed and forwarded. 

Copy to: 
CMC 
CMCS 
CG FMFPac 

DECLASSIFIED 

THOI-IAS L. RANDALL 
By direction 
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CMC
STATION

3B/twfS&C FILES
3480HEADQUARTERS III MAF
Ser:

00311867
SEP 16 1967

-Unclassified upon removal of basic correspondence

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CG 1st MarDiv ltr 3:DEB:kgb, 3480.1, Ser 00374-67
dtd 8 Sep 67

From: Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force
Commander, United States Military Assistance Command, VietnamTo:

Subj: Combat After Action Report; Operation PIKE

1. Readdressed and forwarded.

THOMAS L. RANDALL
By directionCopy to:

CMC
CMCS
CG FMFPac

MARATHON
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314
595

Copy4of 2copies
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atl)QUAlTERS 
bt. Mari .. Did.l •• (kia)J ,. 

FPO, 3M JTaRcb", Gal1twxd.a 90602 

__ &! - VMlua1t1tMl ... raeftl .t ... l.4HnaN (1) 

,...: C_.-attire Qeural 

,.1l!.8&qb 
3UO.1 
Sel" f 00'J7417 . 

SEP 8 1967 

Tet c.....ac.tt. a. ... ra1. D1 JIar1.-. .bpJd.bt .. '4ft. 
SuDj. C,1Ibat Aft. uu.. B..m.. Oper.u... PIKE 

Betr (.) MAC'V D.tr at... l. 35-1 
(b) Fm.o )000.4 

(1) SubJ • .t ~ 

1. Ial ... erda •• Witb ... t ..... <a) U4 (b) .. 1M ... (1) 1, tvwar«*l 
b4trw1t.h. 

2. 0pe1"Au.. PIG _ •• MN'ca ... 4 •• to"" epvatua wh10h VM ... et....t 
Oil ahen JltJt1 •• J Wid -.11 plaJlMd &14 uecutecf,; .1Id. a.dd..l'IIQ "'17 I • ..,..r­
ablll n.\llt,. with • k1l1 rat-i, ., bAt.,. tbaa 1011. 

OO~1) At :3 ~ U"ThHV.i1B 
Ul:!;CLA&iIFD.tD ma 12 nABS 

.oon Dra 5200.10 

_.AlliS C.. SROttr 
l1r direatl .. 
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HADQUARTERS
1st Marine Division (Rein), PMP

FPO, San Francisce, California 96602
3:0k8:kgb
3480.1
Ser: 00374-67

SEP 8 1967

ASSAST - Unclassified upon removal of enclosure (1)

Free: Commanding General
Te: Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force

Subj: Combat After Action Report; Operation PIKE

(a) MACY Dir No. 335-8Ref:
(b) FMFFac0 3000.4

Encl: (1) Subject Report

1. In accordance with references (a) and (b) enclesure (1) is forwarded
herewith.

2. Operation PIKE was a search and destrey operation which was conceived
on short notice, was well planned and executed, and achieved very faver-
able results with a kill ratie of better than 10:1.

JAMES C. SHORT
By direction

1344DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
4DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS

DOD DIR 5200.10
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o Bl!1ADQ.U . .\RTi~J\S 
1 at Marines (Rein) ,"e.\~o-.v- ~~<.. C\e::. ~~ <o~ 

1st ~iB.rine .Division \Rein). miF 
?PO, San Francisco, California, 96602 

'~E8Rg' 
From: CommandingOtfi cer 
To:· Commanding General, 1st l'fa;rine .D1vision(Rein), l!~IF 

SI.lb,j: Combat Operations After Action,. Report (0peration :E'm). 
" . :. . . -.~ "M'''' 

Ret: (a) 1 at Narinee (lperation Or.d.er·t26..;61 ,- ", . . 

1. QOdG. Nf@.e:Operation l'IICi: (Sear~h ~,ndIestroy OperA~ion). 

2. ~tes of .,Dperatio4n: 010600H August 6ito O,2000H Au"g 67. 

3/'iJ.JP/adx 
3400 
30 l11tg 67 

3. LOOAti.oru.. ~;xea bounded on the North by East-i/est grid line DT 58, on the 
East by the South China Sea, on the South by East .. \~est grid line B'.i: 40 and on 
the West by North-South grid line .BT 15 •. Area of operation included portion 
of DUY XUY"IN Distriot, ·~~U"' .. l'lG iJAM Province, and the l~orth-East sector of 
Q.U,l,j:,[G TIN h·ovinoe. 

4. CommS\!lQ. HeadQuprters: . 

1st Harines (-) tRein) 

1st Bn, 1st l1arines (-) (Rein) 

3rdBn, ,5th ~l<u'ines (- ~ (R~in). 

19t En, 11ttiHa:ri:noS· DiS 

00 B, ·3rd }.Jlltrac: »:n D/S 

CO l" ( .. ) 1 at fJl1gineer Bn Dis 

Platoon, (~) J. 29th CA Compa:.y D/S . 

Co C,(;,.) 1'S1; Tank En . DIs 

Co A, 1 at Bri, 7th lvIarines 

»'1 k~flS. ( .. ) (Re1ru 

Det Bq Co, 1st ~~rines 

.' . 

Det 29th C1vilAffairs Com~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

. Colonel L'I[G . 

Lt. Col. PE:JllO 

Lt. Col. WEBS'lER 

Lt. Col. RA:W 

Captain ITCmG~\aCH 

Captain CAi::IffiltON· 

.1 st Lt •. 0 'BRIEN 

. Colonel Il.'fG 
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40514
HEADQUARTERS

,Star see no 0080-6)1st Marines (Rein)
1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF

FPO, San Francisco, California, 96602

3/ELP/adr
3480HOCARET!!
30 Aug 67OLONG

Commanding OfficerFrom:

Commanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMFTo:-

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report (Operation PIKE).

Ref: (a) 1st Marines Operation Order 126-67

1. Code Name: Operation PIKE ( Search and Destroy Operation).

2. Dates of Operation: 010600H August 67 to 032000H Aug 67.

3. Location: Area bounded on the North by East-West grid line BI 58, on the

East by the South China Sea, on the South by East-West grid line BT 40 and on
the West by North-South grid line BT 15. Area of operation included portion
of DUY XUYEN District, DUANG NAM Province, and the North-East sector of
QUING TIN Province.

4. Command Headquarters:

1st Marines (-) (Rein) Colonel ING

1st Bn, 1st Marines (-) (Rein) Lt. Col. PETRO

3rd Bn, 5th Marines (-) (Rein) Lt. Col. WEBSTER

1st Bn, 11th Marines D/S It. Col. RAPP

Co B, 3rd Amtrac Bn D/S Captain VAN ANTWERP

Co A, (-) 1st Engineer Bn D/S Captain ITOHKAWICH

Platoon (-), 29 th CA Company D/S Captain CAMERON

Co c, (-) 1st Tank Bn D/S 1st Lt. O'BRIEN

Co A, 1st Bn, 7th Marines Captain SAMPSON

DECLASSIFIER
5. Task Organization

1st Marines (-) (Rein) Colonel ING

314
595

Det Hq Co, 1st Marines
S & C FOLLS

Det 29th Civil Affairs Company HEA CONNERS
IST MARIVE DIVISION,

67 3570

Copy
of
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])at ms Company 

Co C, 1st Bcittalicn, 1st Marinos 

Co D, 1st BattalLn, 1st Marines 

Co F, 2nd Battalic)fl, 1st Marines 

Co L, 3rd Battalion, 1 st. 1'<1arines 

NGF spot Team, 1 st Battalion, 11 th l'Ia.rinos 

3z:d Bn. 5th Marino§ (-) (Rein) 

Dot H&S Company 

Co I, 3rd Battalicn, 5th Marinas 

. Co L, 3rd Battalicn, 5th .Harinea 

Co C, 1st BattaliGn, 5th Marines 

Regimental Reserve 

6. Supporting Forces 

Lt. Cel. PETRO 

. Lt. Col llEBSTER 

Captain SAMPSCN 

a. Helicopters. Helo availability thrcugl10ut the operation wa.s marginal 
as a. result only emergency medevac and: limited resupply missions could be 
fulfilled without interruption. 

( 1 ) Supply. 11,500 1 be of supplies were delivered during the operations 
Due to the non-availability of heliccpters, alternate re-supply methods were 
utilized and operations were not affeoted. 

(2) Medical Evacuation •. Requests en the first- day included 15 
emergency, 5 priority and 1 r; utine medeva.c. UH-34 aircraft originally 
schoduled for re-supply were utilize~ fer medevac service; however, on 
subsequent days, service Was signific~tly improved. A total of 41 WIA's, 
6 KIii.ls, 5 NBC (USMC) and 2 WIA's (CIVILljUl) were evacuated by helicopter. 

b. Fixed \fling 

(1) Airborne observers new a total of 29.5 hnll's and coverage was 
rosponsive to requests. 

(2) Close Air Support. 'Ei€,htsorties under TAC (A) control, rosul ted 
in: 

2 
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1st Bn. 1st Marines (-) (Rein) Lt. Ccl. PETRO

Det H&S Company

Co C, 1st Battalion, 1st Marines

Co D, 1st Battalian, 1st Marines

Co F, 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines

Co L, 3rd Battalion, 1st. Marines

NGF Spct Team, 1st Battalion, 11th Marines

3rd Bn. 5th Marines (-) (Rein) Lt. Col WEBSTER

Det H&S Company

Co I, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines

Co L, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines

Co C, 1st Battalion, 5th Marines

Captain SAMPSONReginental Reserve

Cc A, 1st Bn, 7th Marines

6. Supporting Forces

a. Helicopters. Helo availability throughout the operation was marginal
as a result only emergency medevac and limited resupply missions could be
fulfilled without interruption.

(1) Supply. 17,500 lbs of supplies were delivered during the operation.
Due to the non-availability of helicopters, alternate re-supply methods were
utilized and operations were not affected.

(2) Medical Evacuation. Requests on the first day included 15
energency, 5 priority and 1 r utine medevac. UH-34 aircraft originally
scheduled for re-supply were utilized for medevac service; however, on
subsequent days, service was significantly improved. A total of 47 WIA's,
6 KIA's, 5 NBC (USMC) and 2 WIA's (CIVILIAN) were evacuated by helicopter.

b. Fixed Wing

(1) Airborne observers flew a total of 29.5 hours and coverage was
responsive to requests.

(2) Close Air Support. Eight sorties under TAC (A) control, resulted
in:

2
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• ".:.~"iIl~> __ 

" 34 Structures destroyed 
. 34 structure s damaged 

1 Lar~ secondp,r~ cxplosj,on 
16 ICB! (confirmed) 
23 ICB! (probable) 
50 lJetors of trench line clestroYGd 

(1) nBIl Battery, 1 st Bn, 11th H-::rines provided direot-support £01' 1 at 
Battalion, 1 at Narines and Tlpll Battery J 2nd Battalion, 11. th :t<Iarine s was 
in direct sUpport of 3rd TIn, 5th H .. '1Xin~s. GenGr8~ suppOrt/reinforcing fires 
wero provided by flLH Battery (-), 4th Bnttalion, 11th li-u-ines. aB;! and liLli, 
Batteries displaood from their normfll positions ,Ii thin the TAOR to tllc HOI 
»r Airfield (Bill 143577) to ensurc proper coverage of the objective ~Oa. ,dth 
supporting firos. .An Ql:tillery command croup WA,S established bv 1 st Bat­
talion, 11 th l'k'l.!'ines at the HBII Battery/"Ll! Battery position. 

(2) A total of> 200 missions wore fired in diroct support. Ammunition 
oxp en di tures nnd missions firod arc as follows: 

JR .§EQ.~ ll!? D~L..Y.N 1~'3",3IPlff! 

10500'1 782 0 126 43 67 
155IviN 362 61 26 15 13} 

d. R.1.Val __ ct.l!!Ltirc 

(1) The usa RUmy ]!:. lIUBJ))\RD (DD-748) was assigned in direot support 
of' 1st l'k.rincs from 011100H to 031400H Aug 1967. 'l'wenty-five missions were 
fired expanding 359 rcunds 01' 511/38 ammunition. 

e. The folloWing units wore in direct support of tho First IvJarillOS (-) (Rein j • 

§U'p~orJ;JM1Lnj.1 
Co 1~ (-), 1st Sp ~ , 
Co E (.;.), 3rd lll1ltr~c Bn 

Co C (-), 1st Tank Bn 

Co £. (-), 1st Engr .Bn 

3rd Plnt, Co B, 1st Engr En 

2nd Plat, Co 13, 1st Sp En .. 

: 

1!nl. t .Su.l2llQ.:t;.iQ.!i 
1 st En, 1 st Ha.rine s 

1 at Dn, 1st lkr~~cs 

1 at lln, 1 at Hllriucs 

1st 13n, 'fet Ha.rinos 

3.rd :i3n, 5th l-hrines 

3rd Bn, 5th liorines 

8.. ~$.&.Ro..~.~....:1P_ttcJlY&teg J.~.je~t~ve_N..QA!.}.gcnts and rallicr reports 
for '~hc month of July fixed clements of the V-25th Battalion and the Q.-12th 
Loea! Foroe Company wi Hun the obje~tivc 'aroa supported by loQ..:"l. guerrillas. 
!..;;proximatcly 200 escaped prisoners, from~hc HOI .!fl> Prison. were reportedly 
being 'lira.ined in guerrilla tactios wi thin. the objective nroa,. The total 
c;lMDlj" .force a.."1ticiptlted W!'J.S:. ' 
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AMART
SLOWED 34 Structures destroyed

34 Structures damaged
1 Large secondary explosion
16 KBA (confirmed)
23 KBA (probable)
50 Meters of trench line destroyed

C. Artillery

(1) "B" Battery, 1st Bn, 11th Marines provided direct-support for 1st

Battalion, 1st Marines and "F" Battery, 2nd Battalion, 11th Marines was
in direct support of 3rd Bn, 5th Marines. General support/reinforcing fires
were provided by "L" Battery (-), 4th Battalion, 11th Marines. "Bil and "L"

Batteries displaced from their normal positions within the TAOR to the HOI
AN Airfield (BT 143577) to ensure proper coverage of the objective area with
supporting fires. An artillery command group was established by 1st Bat-
talion, 11th Marines at the "B" Battery/"L" Battery position.

(2) A total of 200 missions were fired in direct support. Ammunition
expenditures and missions fired are as follows:

SMOKE WPHE MISSIONSILLUM

105MM 671260782 43
61362155MM 26 13315

d. Naval Gunfire

(1) The USS HARRY E. HUBBARD (DD-748) was assigned in direct support
of 1st Marines from 011100H to 031400H Aug 1967. Twenty-five missions were
fired expending 359 rounds of 5"/38 ammunition.

e. The following units were in direct support of tho First Marines (-) (Rein).

Supporting Unit Unit Supported
Co A (-), 1st Sp Bn 1st Bn, 1st Marines

B (-), 3rd Amtrac BnCo 1st Bn, 1st Marines

Co C (-), 1st Tank Bn 1st Bn, 1st Marines

Co A (-), 1st Engr Bn 1st Bn, 1st Marines

3rd Plat, Co B, 1st Engr Bn 3rd 6n, 5th Marines

2nd Plat, Co B, 1st Sp Bn. 3rd Bn, 5th Marines

7. Intelligence

a. Enemy Forces Anticipated in Objective Area. Agents and rallier reports
for the month of July fixed elements of the V-25th Battalion and the 2-12th
Local Force Company within the objective area supported by local guerrillas.
Aapproximately 200 escaped prisoners from the HOI AN Prison were reportedly
being trained in guerrilla tactics within the objectivo area. The total
enomy force anticipated WAS:

3
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V-25th Battalion 
~-12tl1. CQmp8.l1Y 
Locp~ Guerrillr.s 
Total 
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300 
80 
80 

(1) Tho strong resistnnco G~lcountcrcd during Operation PIKE and 
siD;htings by friendly forces vorifioc1 tho B..;ent EU1d rallier cstiDli::.tGS of VC 

. forcos in the objective area. f.Jl assoss.1Jlcnt of -the c[':sur.l tics of each contact 
inc3iciJ..tc3 the.t tho locnl guorrilla suffered nn ostim.~,tod 50'fo of the total 
enemy casual tics. 1m cstimp.tod 200 main force soldiors vlero able to. ovade 
friendly forces or cxfH trntc from the oporntbn n,ree.,. 

(1) ~_Q!!.1..9_QJl...QQ.ru!il(mt. Cover 2nd concoalment "Tn.S excellent in 
the 1k~Jlllot arens and in the ID£1l1,"rOve SWG.TIlPS along the northorn edge of the 
opcr{:,tion C',1'oa, from Boi.' 180542 -to 13'r 208563. Paddie dikes ill. the area ranged 
in size up to f urtaan foct in hoight nnd provided excellon-t cover. The 
sandy boach 8rOa o.nd isl,::nd sand strips from ill 177527 to ET 235464 "lOre 
completely b ~ren snd offerGd no covor or concoelment. 

( 2) C'riti cRl Torr ain FOE turo s • 
the 0 bj octi va -;;~'~:;;;~-th-;h~t~'in 
1953 e~l1d 1954. 

Tho critical terrain fea~~es within 
particu~ar the complox in BT 1952, 

(3) Ob§'9..I;V<lt~on @d FJ.9J:.QJ3 of~F:irc. Observation and fiolds of fire 
wore cJcccllcnt in tho sandy i1.rcD, 0Jl~ across tho pl::.ddie portion of the objective 
nroa. In the ccntrnl portion of tho. objectiv~ nrc.? vision wns limited to 
o.ppro:cimaJeoly 50 moters bocause of the baraboo, pine grow'ch £'J1d high paddie 
dikos. Obsorv<:.tion 8Ild fields of firc o.leng the c02St !;lOre good except for 
tin occasionnl heavy pine foro st. 

(4) .91??:~n'2.1_o.~ ... 
obstaoles encountored. 

Tho pnddie eliko s ,n.nd m;.1.l1[,:rovos \oJOre the mnj or natural 
lifo significant man-mado obste.cles 1I10rO oncountered. 

(5) 1':Y..cEEPJLo.L1Jll!ro.2.ch. No s~gnificnnt avenuos of approach ,'/ero 
encounterod in tho objective area. 

B. }I;i..s.s}:.2.l1' 1st lk.rincs (-) (Rein) commencing 010600H Aug 67 conducts scorch 
2!ld clcstroy operations in the ;)J;'oa of,oporllt1ons to capture nnd dostroy enemy 
!.orces,- B1;lp~:\li~s., r.~~ ::q~ipment enco1fontercd. !:..roa of opcr:;,tione boundod on tho 
.lwrth b~r 'Gho sul-lG TfTIJ jjO!.;, on tho Ea,..st by tho South Chine:. Soa, on tho South by 
:8-\'1 [::J:'icl line 40 and on tho 'Jest by. the 3erm 1Y LY. 

9. QOA('-C1?t2J:~Cl'.Q.~q,ti_oIlii 

,. 

a. .1sJU.i'J:ino.Ll-:-liltcj.U: By 010430II August 67, 3rd llll.ttalion, 5t!1 l>i:l.rinos 
(-) (Rein) occupies blocking posi tiona west of the J:'RITOHG GllUTG. Lt 010600H 
LUgt1st 67, 1 st Dnttalion, 1 st H:.'1Z'infs (-) (Rein) cressos tho sonG- CAU ll!:.I 
nOi:!.r J,,11o noz·thn(1st corner of the objective aroa .J]ld conducts socrch nnd 
dOfJroy operGtions to the south and southeast wi thin the arell of oporn:tion •. , 
1et Br.-i::-/:.:J.ion, 1st l'L~incs providc~' fo~ccs to occupy blocldng posiUGns in 
tho southorn portion of th() operating f..roa. ®Gf~;ri32«-::I?"P:~1 

1.;.it.:=:~..!::~-~:,;:~:.~·[j:f:!.U "S!Cr:EI':V 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

"SECRET'

300V-25th Battalion
80Q-12th Company
80Local Guerrillas

460Total

b. Enemy Fordes Actually Encountered

(1) The strong resistance encountered during Operation PIKE and
sightings by friendly forces verified the agent and rallier estimates of VC
forces in the objective arca. An assessment of the casucities of each contact
indicates that the local guerrilla suffered an estimated 50% of the total

enemy casualties. An estimated 200 main force soldiers were able to ovado

friendly forces or exfiltrate from the operation area.

Terrain

(1) Cover and Concealment. Cover and concoalment was excellent in
the hamlet areas and in the mangrove swamps along the northern odge of the

operation area, from B. 180542 to BT 208563. Paddio dikos in the area rangod
in size up to f urtoon feet in height and provided excellent cover. The

sandy beach area and island sand strips from BT 177527 to ET 235464 were

completely b rron and offered no cover or concealment.

(2) Critical Terrain Features. The critical terrain features within
the objective area were the homlots; in particular the complox in BT 1952,
1953 and 1954.

(3) Observation and Fields of Fire. Observation and fields of fire
were excellent in the sandy area and across the paddic portion of the objective
area. In the central portion of the objective area vision was limited to
approximately 50 moters because of the bamboo, pine growth and high paddic
dikes. Observation and fields of fire along the coast wore good except for
an occasional heavy pine forest.

(4) Obstacles. The paddic dikos and mangroves were the major natural
obstacles encountered. No significant man-made obstacles woro encountered.

(5) Avenues of Approach. No significant avenues of approach were
oncountered in the objective area.

8. Mission. 1st Marines (-) (Roin) commencing 010600H Aug 67 conducts search
and destroy operations in the area of operations to capture and destroy enomy
forces, supplies, and equipment encountered. Aroa of operations bounded on the
North by the SONG THU BON, on the East by the South China Sea, on the South by
B-W grid line 40 and on the West by the SONG LY LY.

9. Concept of Operations

1st Larinos (-) (Roin): By 010430 August 67, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marinesa.

(-) (Roin) occupies blocking positions west of the : RROONG GIANG. At 010600H
August 67, 1st Dattalion, 1st Marines (-) (Roin) crosses the SONG CAU DAI
near the northeast corner of the objective area and conducts search and
dos roy operations to the south and southcast within the area of operation.
1st Battalion, 1st Merines provides forces to occupy blocking positions in
the southorn portion of the operating croa.

DECLASSIFIED
SECRET.4
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(1) fTom nrlGomblynroa, vicilY;' ~y' 'l"'RIJ;ll'I 'l'Rmm (.2) movo wHh t.broc 
infantry compMios to the north of thc ,S·,·.era 'C~I); DLI, vicinity l\.UOC '.i."'lVi.CE 
( 1 ) f cross Cl~U DAI a"ld conduc t' ser-roh ,m6 do stroy oporntions in tho 
opcrlltion E'..I",':A, to dostroy or c8.pturo cllcmy personnel ~,)lC1. cquiPUlont. Sim­
ul t;:i.."1oously ];)osi tion ono riflopln.toon vi t)l . 'INT:t;~6 I S in tho" sou. thorn 
portion of objective c:.1'Ca (vicinity Obj L) to block withdro.wa.l of enemy 
forcos to the south. 

(2)Posi tion one rifle COrllPCny by 010430H August 67 on DCl'fG iJ!HJ:,lHi 
I.slnnd (BT 1754) to block wi thdrnwal Gf GHom:, forcGs'to the north'-lCst. Be 
propo.rod_ to movQ this comt:cny south to oon<1.l'.o-:; tJCD.I'ch ';''1.G. destroy operations 
in nXi)q of opcirntion. 

c. 3..rd ~1ib1l-_i.o_IlJ.....5~th i:~t1l9J~J;::lj .. BPJ..nl: llith tIU'oo' infc.ntry compDAics 
move to blocking positions wost of tho 'I'ROUl~G GI;';j'.'TG. Cccupy blocking positions 
by 010430H Au(SUSt 67. Bo propF',.rod to rcposi tion forces to the southcnst 
of iJ.1.i tiel blocking poai t:i.ons to bIoc,k po ssi ble enemy Hi thdrF'JirJ. rou-~es to 
tho southwest. . 

a. .!U.:...t~..x: -'lho ccncept of Ol,)crationsvl.'J.s submitted to CODl1ll<J1ding 
General, 1 st Harine Division. 

b. 3.9-L~: Comtlanding General, 1 st j\L,".1'ino Division approved the Con.copt 
of G-ilorations and D-Dny!H-Hour., 1 st N:'lrinos Operation Order 126-67 distributed. 

,c. ltJ~y:: 

(1) Company ilL", 3rd Battalicn,. -I at i'L':!XiilOS displl",.Ccd to vicinity 
.BT 1062. 

(2) Compeny aA: 1
f 1st Bnttalion, 7th l'{.-::rinos displp.;ccd to liT 105582. 

(3)' All attaohmonts beCf.:,i110 cffcci;j~ve nt1200H. 

(2) 0450Fi, 3rd Battalion, 5th N'a,rinos (-)(Ro.in) in blooking position 
west of tho TRUmm GI!J{G. 

(3) 0645H, 1 at Battalion. 1 st Naxinos commenco d cro-ssing tho SOnG 
CAD' ntJ:. 

(4) o 720H, 1 st Battalion, 1 st lJarincs, l.mits ell acroso river f:!,nd 
cO:1IUoncil.lg sweep tow.n.rd phase line :SLUE. 
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b. 1st Battalion, 1st Merines (-) (Roin)

(1) From assembly area, vicinity IRIEM TRUNG (2) move with throo

infantry companies to the north of the SUNG DAI, vicinity P.UOC TRACE
(1), cross CAU DAI and conduct soarch and destroy operations in the

operation area to destroy or capture enemy personnel and equipment. Sim-
ultinoously position one riflo platoon with LVTE-6's in the southern
portion of objectivo crea (vicinity Obj A) to block withdrawal of enemy
forces to the south.

(2) Position one riflo company by 010430H August 67 on DONG THANH
Island (BT 1754) to block withdrawal cf anomy forces to the northwost. Be
prepared to MOVQ this company south to conduct search and destroy operations
in area of operation.

C. 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines (-) (Roin): With throo infentry compenies
move to blocking positions west of the TROUNG GIANG. Occupy blocking positions
by 01043OH August 67. Be propared to reposition forces to the southcast
of initial blocking positions to block possible enemy withdrawal routos to
the southwost.

10. Execution

a. 27 July: The concept of Operations was submitted to Commanding
General, 1st Marine Division.

b. 30 July: Commanding General, 1st Marino Division approved the Concept
of Operations and D-Day/H-Hour. 1st Marines Operation Order 126-67 distributed.

31 July:

(1) Company "L", 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines displaced to vicinity
BT 1062.

(2) Company "A", 1st Battalion, 7th Marines displaced to BT 105582.

(3) All attachmonts becamo effective at 1200H.

d. 01 August:

(1) 0415H, Co "C", 1st Battalion, 1st Marinos in position on DUONG
THANK Island.

(2) 045OH, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines (-) (Roin) in blooking position
west of the TRUONG GIANG.

(3) 0645H, 1st Battalion, 1st Marinos commenced crossing tho SONG
CAU DLI.

(4) 0720H, 1st Battalion, 1st Marines, units all across river and
co noncing swoop toward phase linc BLUE.

DECLASSIFIED
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(5) The period 0720H to 1200H resul ted in light. contaot. for the ;~d 
~~ttalion, 5th. Marines in blocking positions on the west side of the SONG 
TRUONG GIAJiG. Casualties included 2 'USNC KIA, 1 VC (lWA) KIA, 1 VC WIA. lJD. 
airS"trike was run in the vicinity of BT 174484. Of the companies sweeping 
southeast on line, only Company "F", 1st Battalion, 1st Marines made significant 
conte"ct. FOur small engagements resulted in 3 USdC KIA, 6 USMC WIA and 3 VC 
KIA confirmed. Company "D", 1st Battnlion, ,1st ~Iarinea killed one VC in a 
brief skirmish., 

(6) From 1200H until sunset, contaot increased markedly in the 
vicinity of the 1835 GS. Between 1330H and 1400H, the 1st Battalion, 1st 
11.'1I'ines Command Group and Company "C", 1 st Battalion, 1 st Marines in two 
separate instances, received from an estimated ,0 to· 50 ve, large volumes of 
small ,~ms, supported by B-40 rockets, 57M1 recoiless rifles, 60MMmortars 
and rifle grenades. Small arms, automatic weapons, mortars, artillery and 
air strikes repelled the attacks with 31 VC KIA confirmed, 18 VC KIA prObable 
and 11 Detainees. Ma:cines casualties were 3 KIA and 14 WIA. At 1530H, the 
Regimental Reserve Company "ll.", 1 at Battalion, 7th l'Jarines wa.s committed to 
the operation. Other small unit aotions resulted in 9USl'lC \411.., 17 VC KIA 
conf'irmed and 11 va KIA probable. Supporting arms were employed. The 3rd 
Battalion, 5th Marines remained in a blocking position mainly employing air 
and artillery missions in the vicinity of the 1945 GS. This fire resulted 
in 15 VC KIA confirmed, 20 va KIA probable' and 3 secondary explosions. Two 
mines in the vicinity of the 1651 GS wound~d 3 }~ines. 

e. 02 Ailgust: Enemy encuunters were d'ivided equally between the sweep 
and blocking forces (9 and 9 incidents) as t'ne VO attempted to evade. or 
exfiltrate the Marine cordon. Contact througnout the day was light and 
sporadic usually involving not more than""1 or 2 ve. Casu.."!1 ties were 6 USMC 
WIl1, 14 va KI1.. confirmed, 24 va IaA pro9able~ 3 POW and 2 Detainees. 

f. 03 August: 

( 1 ) '1here were numerous siJlgle v G sigh tinge.. (14) during the finEll 
sweep portions of Operation PIKE. Casual tj.es ,.,ere:2 USHC KIA, 9 VC KIA 
confirmed, 8 VC KIA probable, 1 POW and 2.) \l)etainees. At 1030H,1st Ba.ttalion, 
1st Marines Command Group c('nducted an air ~trike on 30 VC in the open at 
BT 218496 resu! ting in 8 VC KIll. confirmed f.lll,d 18 VC YJA probable. 

(2) 1200H returned operational control of3~d Batt al i Oil,. 5th lifarines 
and Company ItAn, 1st Battalion, 7th Jv1arines 1:?nck to their pa:=:-ent organizatims. 

(3) 1800H all units of 1st ~~ines nmve reached crossing point, 
vicinity BT 213566, commenoed crossing SONG~A~ DAr under sporadic small 
arms fire. 

• 
(4) 2000H Operation PIKE terminated. 
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(5) The period 0720H to 1200H resulted in light contact for the 3rd
Battalion, 5th Marines in blocking positions on the west side of the SONG
TRUONG GIANG. Casualties included 2 USMC KIA, 1 VC (NVA) KIA, 1 VC WIA. in
airstrike was run in the vicinity of BT 174484. Of the companies sweeping
southeast on line, only Company "F", 1st Battalion, 1st Marines made significant
contact. Four small engagements resulted in 3 USNC KIA, 6 USMC WIA and 3 VC
KIA confirmed. Company "D", 1st Battalion, 1st Marines killed one VC in a
brief skirmish.

(6) From 1200H until sunset, contact increased markedly in the
vicinity of the 1835 GS. Between 1330H and 1400H, the 1st Battalion, 1st
Marines Command Group and Company "C", 1st Battalion, 1st Marines in two
separate instances, received from an estimated 30 to 50 VC, large volumes of
small arms, supported by B-40 rockets, 57MM recoiless rifles, 60MM mortars
and rifle grenades. Small arms, automatic weapons, mortars, artillery and
air strikes repelled the attacks with 31 VC KIA confirmed, 18 VC KIA probable
and 11 Detainees. Marines casualties were 3 KIA and 14 WIA. At 1530H, the

Regimental Reserve Company "A", 1st Battalion, 7th Marines was committed to
the operation. Other small unit actions resulted in 9 USMC WIL, 17 VC KIA
confirmed and 11 VC KIA probable. Supporting arms were employed. The 3rd
Battalion, 5th Marines remained in a blocking position mainly employing air
and artillery missions in the vicinity of the 1945 GS. This fire resulted
in 15 VC KIA confirmed, 20 VC KIA probable and 3 secondary explosions. Two
mines in the vicinity of the 1651 GS wounded 3 Marines.

e. 02 August: Enemy encounters were divided equally between the sweep
and blocking forces (9 and 9 incidents) as the VC attempted to evade or
exfiltrate the Marine cordon. Contact throughout the day was light and
sporadic usually involving not more than 1 or 2 VC. Casualties were 6 USMC
WIA, 14 VC KIA confirmed, 24 VC KIA probable, 3 POW and 2 Detainees.

f. 03 August:

(1) There were numerous single VC sightings (14) during the final
sweep portions of Operation PIKE. Casualties were :2 USMC KIA, 9 VC KIA
confirmed, 8 VC KIA probable, 1 POW and 20 Detainees. At 1030H, 1st Battalion,
1st Marines Command Group conducted an air strike on 30 VC in the open at
BT 218496 resulting in 8 VC KIA confirmed and 18 VC KIA probable.

(2) 1200H returned operational control of 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines
and Company "A", 1st Battalion, 7th Marines back to their parent organizations.

(3) 1800H all units of 1st Marines have reached crossing point,
vicinity BT 213566, commenced crossing SONG CAU DAI under sporadic small
arms fire.

(4) 2000H Operation PIKE terminated.
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60 
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99 (1':'liJV A) 

95 

4 

54' 

.. 

i. Friondly lliquipmcnt Losos. Thoro wero nofdcndly equipment losses , 
during tho operation. 

j. C;,:>.pturcd Enomy Bquipmont: 

1 N-1 lUflo 
1 H-1 C,qrbinc 
1 7.62 ChiCom Hiflo 
1 Rifle (Unknown Type) 

11 ChiCom Grcnndos 
1 N-26" Gronndo 

2 Cartrid('.c belts 
3 Carbino mngnzinos 
1 )30fl.t 
~ Packs 
14,440 Piasters 
Assorted maps nnd dOClllilonts 

a. &j.lJU1y. Combat loads' co.rricd by all units wore I'V3.DQUt",tO •. T10 
priilln.ry source of resupply by helicopter Wr~s the LSA 8t Hill 63, ClYlt3245-2J. 
RcC"rucatn for resupply "lOre submitted by'tho ShoroPn.rty LiaitJooT.oam via 
the Helicopter Support Logis.tiC's J.ifot. The SOi.1.rCO of rosapply for tho J)1T's 
Wf).S 1st Bnttalicn, 1st llecrbcs Roar CF, (B'f 1'057821-

( 1) All cnsu!11 Lias were cvncur:ted by holicopter oxcept minor wOtmrls 
thr>.t could be tj~O<ltcJ by thu p1eto.()!l.,ccr,psm,"11r. li'rom OmOH to 1 aXiE ~.aiJ,y 

the illcdovnc h.i1u}uptcrs worked dir0ci;ly from tho 1 at Battplion, 1 st IkJrincs 
Roc.r (!..>nllIL·"!'f.tJ Post. The crow corptllll:w" aftc,r OY2J.u".til1g ·tho oondition of 
j;.h.:> .caS'Uclty, ~,ircctcd tho pilot to th'o appropri.:1to mcdicnl facility. 

t 

(2) .rUl minor cv.sucltios which. could not b8 tror,tcd j.n tho field nnd 
n.on-bCl:i;t1c CI",8u::utios, were rcturnod,'cirectly to the 1 st B..1.ttalion, 1st 
i$inc.'3! 3ttt'i;£llion ~jd Station, and :roJnnindor t1kon to cIivision .. lovcl 
fn,.cilitios. ]'rOLl 1800B to CroOE tho'modovilc holico:ptcr worked from ltlG-16, 
I'.i;.'"I)."bltl T;~".,n.tnin .:u;r :Ll'noili ty running' only omcrgcncy j1jis'3ions, u.nd. ti:!cillg 
fl.:! SU.c...1 .e~.sU:.:'1.l UQS (li:ro-ctly to di\1i ~ion-1Qvol fl'!,eilitic a. _,.,,~ 

.. l?~\\ ~(0~\:\?'i~\~\\l) ,~ 
7 ®~\I9\hL~~~JU tl-~ ~E~" 

'\ 
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11. Results

8USNC KIAa.

b. KIT CARSON KIA 0

60C. USEC WIA

0d. USNC MIA

99 (1-NVA)O. VC KIA (CONF)

f. VC KIA (PROB) 95

g. POW 4

54h. Detainees

i. Friendly Equipment Loses. There were no friendly equipment losses

during the operation.

j. Captured Enomy Equipment:

2 Cartridge belts1 M-1 Riflo
3 Carbine magazines1 M-1 Carbine
1 Boat1 7.62 ChiCom Rifle

1 Riflo (Unknown Type) 2 Packs
14,440 Piasters11 ChiCom Grenades
Assorted maps and documents1 M-26 Grenado

12. Administration Matters

a. Supply. Combat loads carried by all units wore adequete. The

primary source of resupply by helicoptor was the LSA at Hill 53, (bf+32452).
Requests for resupply were submitted by the Shoro Party Linison Toam via
the Holicopter Support Logistics Net. The source of resupply for the LVT's
was 1st Battalion, 1st Merines Rear CP, (BT 105582).

b. Enintenance. No maintenance problems were encountered.

C. Streuglty Treatment and Medical Evacuation

(1) All casualties were evacuated by holicopter except minor wounds
that could be troated by the platoon corpsmall. From 0800H to 1800E daily
the medovac helicopters worked directly from the 1st Battalion, 1st Harines
Roar Communi Post. The crow corpeman, after evaluating the condition of
the casualty, directed the pilot to the appropriate medical facility.

(2) All minor casualtics which could not be treated in the field and
non-battle casualties, WCIC returned directly to the 1st Battalion, 1st
Marines. Battalion tid Station, and remainder taken to division-lovel
facilities. From 1800E to 0800E the medevac holicoptor worked from MAG-16,
Norble Mountain Air Facility running only emergency missions, and taking
all such casualties directly to division-level fecilities.
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d. T1'Q.tlSI29}:·t~li;jJ:>}1. Two plftigtic;\ssnul t ~:t'S, powoI.'Gd by ~ ongin.os, 

Mel tlx rubber bOats W<lrc used to mo-vo C-1-1 from its ini ticl bl~ 
pasi lion into the obj0ctivo r..roa •. Each ;~ssaul t Bont carried 12 ... 15 ~~"l 
1lfld towed two rubber bon.ts lo,-,-ded with troops. :;~'o trMsportation problems 
were oncountered during the oper~tion. 

(1) Tho location of the Regimental For.,r",..rd CP with the 1 at 3qttalion, 
1~t lIt"::l'inoB provided for ,·,n economy of oquipment r:ncl porsonnel by allowing 
usa of existing telephone ,-,nd teletypo circuits. A ml'!nw.1l rolny stntion 
loc.'ltod at CAP-D-5 (B'l' 181588) was used to mnintain contact with suborc~in2tc 
1.L1.i ta in tho objoctivo ",rca. 

(2) No separate FM IDJ/T::.R VI';:::s avnUilble for the operation Clnd ';;11e 
i;:.-<;roaBC in ,':\ir/ gt'ound coordination roquinm.ezjts in addition to the nor1l1.u 
i' .. ".~;il rogyiromonts on tho lill/T::H (Yellow) i:-';';T, causod somo coor<lin,~.tion 
probloms. ' 

(3) in .qutom;:;.tic r;::-.dio retransmission te8}Jl from COl1lT!!l1A.1c2..tiol1 Co, 
E-Icadqunrtors B"ttp.J.ion, 1 st Ilco'1rino Division Wns nssignod to 1 st ~l.s;rines foX' 
-ch0 opere.tion. IDe to equipment f,c0.1uro this tC2~J] did not become oporn,tionnl, 
but thiG w.d not hamper oommunicl'ltions with bigher headquarters. 

( 1) On tho J1iorni'1g of 1 ,i;.ugust 1967 ~ ",Jrcr:1ftof tho" 9th 'ACS mado 
a 35 minute on-call n.orinl brondcnst t:U'oughout the oporl~ting n,re[]. i:lstructing 
tho people to go to the beach. 1J)ld move north if they dcisirod to floc from 
VC control. 

(2) !~ leaflet f!.rop of 440,000 looUots "'aa mndo duringthoopor.'ltion. 
The brcdcdown on the lc.::.flots was ,18 follows. 

Chiou Hoi Frogrr'm 
§i'!.fe Conduct Passes 
Notice to- J~pulOU6 
Hc~ Insi:ructions 
fun't rim from L,rinos 
GVN Gi va s F:. :Better Li'fe 

60,000 
86,000 
50,000 
50,000 
50,000 

150,000 

(3) The ;~ogimcn tal Psy'!!';.r 'r~n.m e>nc1 n tOf;:.ll1 f!:'om the 2:: 4 th p~y' Ops 
Comp~JIY opor[ltod with the Junk :F'lcctCr,dt on tho SC'liG em ::)';.1 I:!Jld along 
tho so£: const. Thoro woro eight hours of bronccest utilizing st,':l)ldard tnpes, 
Viuuv'.Jileso music ::\nd live broadcasts,' by illom~ors of the Junk :noat. 
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Transportation. Two plastic Assault Bonts, powered by 35HP ongines,d.
and six rubber boats wore used to move C-1-1 from its initial blocking
position into the objective area. Each Assault Boat carried 12-15 trants
and towed two rubber bonts londed with troops. No transportation problems
were encountered during the operation.

a. Communications

(1) The location of the Regimental Forward CP with the 1st Battalion,
1st Merines provided for an economy of equipment and personnel by allowing
use of existing telephone and telotypo circuits. A manual relay station
located at CAP-D-5 (BT 181588) was used to maintain contact with subordinate
units in the objectivo area.

(2) No separate FM HD/TAR was available for the operation and the
increase in air/ground coordination requirements in addition to the normal
TAUR requirements on the HD/TAR (Yollow) NET, caused some coordination
problems.

(3) An automatic radio retransmission team from Communication Co,
Headquarters Battalion, 1st Marine Division was assigned to 1st Marines for
the operation. Due to equipment failure this team did not become operational,
but this did not hamper communications with higher handquarters.

13. Psychological Verfaro and Civil Affairs Support

Psychological Operationsa.

(1) On the morning of 1 August 1967, aircraft of the 9th ACS made
a 35 minute on-call acrial brondcast throughout the operating area instructing
the people to go to the beach and move north if they dosired to floo from
VC control.

(2) A leaflet drop of 440,000 leaflets was made during the operation.
The breckdown on the losflets was as follows:

60,000Chicu Hoi Program
Safe Conduct Passos 80,000

50,000Notice to Populous
50,000Refugee Instructions

Don't run from Marinos 50,000
GVN Gives 2 Better Life 150,000

(3) The Regimental Psy / ar Team and a toam from the 244th Psy Ops
Company operated with the Junk Fleet Craft on the SONG CAU DAI and along
the son coast. There were eight hours of broadcast utilizing standard tapes,
Victnomose music and live broadcasts by members of the Junk Floot.
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b o Civil Affairs Support for Operation PIKE 

(1) No refugees were generated during the operation but two wounded 
civilians were evacuated by helicopter to NSA Hospital DA NAlfG. 

14. Special Equij?ment· and Teohniques. None Utilized. 

15. COrnIll!}Aders AnalySis. The relative tactical surprise enjoyed on this operatiC! 
came as a direct result of the use of a highly mobile attacking force mcving 
under the cover of darkness and the subsequent rapid movement into the objective 
area.· The vegetaticn in the cbjective area was the greatest single feature 
to limit tactical movement and contrcl. High hedgerows and heavy standS of 
brush and trees limited observaticn and provided the enemy with excellent 
concealment. The use of aerial observers and artillery fires partially over-
came this restriction. Close control of the movement of grcund units through 
cc'ntinuous position reporting Wfl.S vital. Resupply Was not a major problem due 
te; the capabili ty of tho aw.phibian tracters to carry Moded supplies, The use 
of the command amphibian vehicles with their array of superior communications 
equipment was a significant factor in positive contrel. Clese air support 
aircraft and naval gunfire as well as direct fire from tanks and LVTH-6 vehicles 
provided a balance of fire power which Was employed thrcughout. 

( 

16. RecommendAtions. None. 

~.~~" 
E. L. PARKER Jr. 
By direotion 

9 
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b. Civil Affairs Support for Operation PIKE

(1) No refugees were generated during the operation but two wounded
civilians were evacuated by helicopter to NSA Hospital DA NANG.

14. Special Equipment and Techniques. None Utilized.

15. Commanders Analysis. The relative tactical surprise enjoyed on this operatici
came as a direct result of the use of a highly mobile attacking force moving
under the cover of darkness and the subsequent rapid movement into the objective
area. The vegetation in the objective area was the greatest single feature
to limit tactical movement and control. High hedgerows and heavy stands of
brush and trees limited observation and provided the enemy with excellent
concealment. The use of aerial observers and artillery fires partially over-
came this restriction. Close control of the movement of ground units through
continuous position reporting was vital. Resupply was not a major problem due
to the capability of the amphibian tractors to carry needed supplies. The use
of the command amphibian vehicles with their array of superior communications
equipment was a significant factor in positive control. Close air support
aircraft and naval gunfire as well as direct fire from tanks and LVTH-6 vehicles
provided a balance of fire power which was employed throughout.

16. Recommendations. None.

Harken Jr
E. L. PARKER Jr.

By direction
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S&C FILES
3D:twfHEADQUARTERS III MAF
3480

00366367Scr:

1 0 NOV 1967

upon TOROVAL of busic correspendence

FIRST INDERSOLVELY on CO 1st MarSiv ltr 3489.1 Cer: 00455-67

From: Consanding General, III Marine Applicious Force
No: Compander, United States Military Assistance Command, Vietma

(Attn: MAJ 343)

Subj: Combat After Action Report; Operation

1. Forwarded.

present

P. L. SMITHCopy to
By direction

RINGO
200

a

SMEL

317 433
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_1._ 1 _____ .. _JI !L. lOU 

@ijeiitit., 
3:Ol::B~lcP 
)+80.1 
S4tJ"t \JOltS s-61 
2 NOV 1967 

;;)LCf.J;.T - U:nclaultied upOn ~.al or encloeure (1) 

Froa.; Co_audi cg General 
Tos CowunderJ u.s. li111t..,. Aaa1atono. Coaand, Viet.nam. (Att.lll MeJ 

.)1..) APO~ \1 .. :'>. Forc •• 96222 
Vial COlaIJlal'lding GeneralJl III Hariue Juapb11:d.oua Fo~ 

SUbJ: Co1llbat vperlt'tiona After /lei-ion f~POrt., Oper<:it.1on t)lir..LEIVILLh 

lief; (.) NACV l11r ;~. 335-8 
(b) FMF'FacO)ooc·.4 

EJlCl.: (1) Lubj.ct. Report 

1. In accordance With "terence. e.) and (b) 8nclos\U'tJ (1) 18 forwazoded 
beJ'evit.h .. 

2. Operat.ion SHi,lJj~VrL.U:. liU a •• arch and dest1"07 operation whieh 
Bch1evod 1t, purpose of k •• p1ngtM .nonr ott Delane- aDd. d1enp't-1rc 
hi. 11._ of cooaunio.tion. 

3. The reCOl'.llmelndations oont.;.1.ned in p&ra.t;:raph 16 of tn. 8ubjset ......: 
porl. are concurr8d in ea qualltled belOIt; 

a. kecorcar.tdtlt.ion lu This reCOB14U!tiat1on is. oa4r ODt or a mmber 
ot '.chniqUttS which mq be emplo7ed by Division 'Wd.t.. operet1na in t.he 
area" a1.nce repet1tive ... t.n~d techniquQ are selt d.t.atiDg~ 

b. fLecolBMndatioD at COVel" and deceptioD plana are appUcable to 
all operations corAuct$d b,. the lJrt. }1arlrw Oiviaioa. '.ihe e.x.tct. to 
IID1ch t.hese plens are uveloped and utu:ul i. mrJl&al.l.r dependent. on tM 
ove:r-ill Sit.Wition obtainiDg and U .• avail.ole. 

OO~iNGh;'DL D AT 3 n~\H 1m ",atuJ..:J 
ULLU;::-IFL"D And~ ~2 l'EAUS 

ron rIB 5200.10 

H. 1. WOESSNER 
~h1ef of StaH 

';'; ~~ . .. -... u~..:s 

fJ188ifij1f 
liT 

-- .-------~----~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

AMD

3:0EB:kgb
3480.1
Ser: 00455-67
2 NOV 1967

SECRET - Unclassified upon removal of enclosure (1)

From: Commanding General
Commander, U.S. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (Attn: MACJTo:
343) APO, U.S. Forces 96222
Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious ForceVia:

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation SHALEYVILLE

Ref: (a) MACV Ur No. 335-8
(b) FMFFacO 3000.4

Encl: (1) Subject Report

1. In accordance with references (a) and (b) enclosure (1) is forwarded
herewith.

2. Operation SHELBIVILLE was a search and destroy operation which
achieved its purpose of keeping the eneay off balance and disrupting
his lines of communication.

3. The recommendations contained in paragraph 16 of the subject re-
port are concurred in as qualified below:

a. Recommendation b: This recommendation is only one of a number
of techniques which may be employed by Division units operating in the
area, since repetitive, stereotyped techniques are self defesting.

b. Recommendation d: Cover and deception plans are applicable to
all operations conducted by the 1st Marine Division. The extent to
which these plans are developed and used is normally dependent on the
over-all situation obtaining and time available.

317 533H. I. WOESSNER
Chief of Staff

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
ELCLASSIFLED AFTER 12 YEARS

DOJ UIR 5200.10
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HElA.DQ,UARTERS 
1st Marines (Rein) 

1st Narine Division (Reb:.),. Ff.'IF 
FPO, San Francisco, California, 96602 

537467 
3/FJ't!Ijgle 
3480 
18 Oct 67 
S ~ tJt7j"g? --G 7 

Froml Commanding Officer 
TOI Commanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein), ~v~ 

5ubj t Combat Operations After Action Rep,rt (Operation SHELBYVILLE) 

Ref: (a) 1st Marines Operation Order 1.21-67 

1. Code Name: Operation SHELBYVILLE (Search and Destroy Operation). 

2. Dates of Operationl' 220730H Sept 67 to 280100H Sept 67. 

3. Locationl Area bounded on the North by the SONG CAU. LAU.SONG DIEN 
BINH-SONG TOO roN t on ~he East by National Route #1, on the South by the 
SONGBA HEN-SONG CHIEM SON and on the West by the N- S grid line 94 • 

..... lUiU.tiI;; 0.0 COlll'UlOL .0, 4<2,,(1'=67.: .. 
Command Headquarters~ . "Copy .. 1 .. of . If. .cooia~ 
1st Narines (-) (Rein) 

2nd Battalion, 1 st r1arines 
3rd Battalion, 5th Marines 
1st Battalion, 3rd Narines 

1st Battalion, 11th 118rines-D/S 

Co A, 1st Engineer Battaliori-D/S 

Plat, Co A, 1st SP Battalion 

5. Task Organization 

1st Marines (.) (Rein) 

Col nm 
LtCol VAN WINKLE 
LtCol ROCKEY 
LtCol TIDMAS 

LtColRAFP 

Capt BUTLER 

Capt SlliTH 

Col DfG 
DetHq Co, 1 st Marines f' .i .,.~' ... ,' 

1 st IT~, FMF PAC' 1'" . 

1:'-·1: 
J\ _' ~ ~' I • 

----- ---. __ . ...!.._-..:.:.::'-
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HEADQUARTERS
1st Marines (Rein)

5374671st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO, San Francisco, California, 96602

3/FJM/gle
3480
18 Oct 67
SER#0088-67

From: Commanding Officer
Commanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMFTo:

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report (Operation SHELBYVILLE)

Ref: (a) 1st Marines Operation Order 127-67

1. Code Name: Operation SHELBYVILLE (Search and Destroy Operation).

2. Dates of Operation: 220730H Sept 67 to 280700H Sept 67.

3. Location: Area bounded on the North by the SONG CAU LAU-SONG DIEN
BINH-SONG THU BON, on the East by National Route #1, on the South by the
SONG BA REN-SONG CHIEM SON and on the West by the N-S grid line 94.

0088-67MANAGE S&C CONTROL NO
4. Command Headquarters:

Copy 4. of 14. Copies

1st Marines (-) (Rein) Col ING
2nd Battalion, 1st Marines (-) LtCol VAN WINKLE

3rd Battalion, 5th Marines (-) LtCol ROCKEY
1st Battalion, 3rd Marines (-) LtCol THOMAS

1st Battalion, 11th Marines-D/S LtCol RAPP

Co A, 1st Engineer Battalion-D/s Capt BUTLER

Capt SMITHPlat, Co A, 1st SP Battalion

5. Task Organization

1st Marines (-) (Rein) Col ING
Det Hg Co, 1st Marines
1st ITT, FMF PAC

57 431
Copy 4 11
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• 
2nd Battalion. 1st M§6ines (-) 

ISt H&S Company 
Co E, 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines 
Co F, 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines 

3rd Battalion, 5th ~~ines (-) 
rEt H&S Company 
Co I, 3rd Battalion, 5th ~~ines 
Co K, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines 
Co L, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines 

1st Battalion, }rd Matines(-) 
Det H&S Company 
Co A, 1st Battalion, 3rd ~hrines 
Co B, 1 st :sa ttalion, 3rd NRrine s ,. 
Co C, 1st Battalion, 3rd~~ines 
Co D, 1 st Battalion, 3rd i'Iarines 

Battalion. '11th Marines· 
(2) 105 How Btrys 
(1) 155 (SF) How Btry 
( 1) 8" Ho .. , Plat 

Co A, 1st EngineerBn 

Plat, Co A, 1 st SF Bn 

~ 
2/4 APe Troop 

6. Supporting Forces 

LtCol VAN\ITIHKLE 

LtCol ROCKEY 

LtCol THONAS 

LtCol RAPP 

.", ... 

Capt BUTLER 

Capt S1-lITH 

a. Helicopters. The helicopter availability throughout the operation 
Was adequate. Resupply Was conducted with two Helos from 0800 - 1200 and 
two Helos from 1300 - 1000 daily. 

(1)· Supl>ly.46,582 Ibs of supDlies were delivered during the 
operation and 433 passengers were carried. 

(2) Madical Evacuation. wing the operation there were 11 
emergency, 7 priority and 8 routine IvkdE.vac missions requested. Of' these, 
one priority and one routine Med.1!.v~c was cancelled by the requesting unit 
prior to completion. A total of (; KIA, 41 WI~~, 4 NBC (USMC), 1 WIil 
(civilian), 2 UIA (Vietnamese Detainees) and 2 WIt. (P. F.) were evacuated 
by;~b.elic9pter • 

"mSieQV 

2 SEi3'!"P 
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2nd Battalion. 1st Marines (-) LtCol VANWINKLE
Det H&S Company
Co E, 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines
Co F, 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines

3rd Battalion, 5th Marines (-) LtCol ROCKEY
Det H&S Company
Co I, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines
Co K, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines
Co L, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines

1st Battalion, 3rd Marines (-) LtCol THOMAS
Det H&S Company
Co A, 1st Battalion, 3rd Marines
Co B, 1st Battalion, 3rd Marines
Co C, 1st Battalion, 3rd Marines
Co D, 1st Battalion, 3rd Marines

1st Battalion, 11th Marines LtCol RAPP
(2) 105 How Btrys
(1) 155 (SP) How Btry
(1) 8" How Plat

Co A, 1st Engineer Bn Capt BUTLER

Plat, Co A, 1st SP Bn Capt SMITH

QDSZ
2/4 APC Troop

DICLASSIFIED
6. Supporting Forces

Helicopters. The helicopter availability throughout the operationa.
was adequate. Resupply was conducted with two Helos from 0800 - 1200 and
two Helos from 1300 - 1800 daily.

(1) Supply. 46,582 lbs of supplies were delivered during the

operation and 433 passengers were carried.

(2) Medical Evacuation. During the operation there were 11

emergency, 7 priority and 8 routine MedEvac missions requested. Of these,
one priority and one routine MedEvac was cancelled by the requesting unit
prior to completion. A total of 6 KIA, 41 WIA, 4 NBC (USMC), 1 WIA
(civilian), 2 WIA (Vietnamese Detainees) and 2 WIA (P. F.) were evacuated
by-helicopter.

SCOREY
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(3) ~. On 2 occasions, gunfire/illumination alc (Firefly) 
were utilized effectively. 

b. Fixe d vling 

(1) Airborne observers flew a total of 56.3 hou.rsi .Aerial 
observation waS a necessity in the flat terrain with limited ground 
observation • 

. (2) Cl'o'seAir \ fupport •. Seventy five sorties .under TAO (A) control 
resulted in:· 

c •. Artillery 

69 Structures Destroyed 
40 Structures Damaged 
4 Bunkers~stro.yed 

16 KIA Confirmed 
37 KIA Probable 

. '1 Secondary Explosion 

(1) A and B Batteries, 1st En, 11th l-Iarines provided support for 
all units of the operation, with general support/reinforcing fire~ coming 
from "K!! Battery and ''L'' Battery, 4th Bn, 11th Ma;cines. To provide 
adequate coverage of the . operation area, ·two. displacements. were made. 
"B" Battery Was displaced ·to DIm BA11" District Headquarters.(m 066582), 
while "A" and ,rL" Batteries supported from their normal positions. A 

. tactical artillery coinmand group was set up by 1st En, 11th Marines in 
the ;lA" Battery position. On 1)+4, HBII Battery moved from DDiiN B.4.1Q' to the 
2nd:an, 1st Marines cantonment position (BT 015625), and IlA,n Battery, 
along withthe'artillery command group, displaced to the 7th Marine Regt 
oantonment positibn(AT 962609) on hill 55. tlKII Battery supported from 
its normal position • 

. (2) A total of 302 missions were fired in direct support of the 
operation. Alllmuni tion expenditures and missions ·fired ~e as follows. 

105MM 
155J1t,1 
8 11 How 

1770 
180 

37 

39 

·3 

150 
8 
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(3) Other. On 2 occasions, gunfire/illumination a/c (Firefly)
were utilized effectively.

b. Fixed Wing

(1) Airborne observers flew a total of 56.3 hours. Aerial
observation was a necessity in the flat terrain with limited ground
observation.

(2) Close Air Support. Seventy five sorties under TAC (A) control
resulted in:

69 Structures Destroyed
40 Structures Damaged
4 Bunkers Destroyed
16 KIA Confirmed
37 KIA Probable
1 Secondary Explosion

C. Artillery

(1) A and B Batteries, 1st Bn, 11th Marines provided support for

all units of the operation, with general support/reinforcing fires coming
from "K" Battery and "L" Battery, 4th Bn, 11th Marines. To provide
adequate coverage of the operation area, two displacements were made.
"B" Battery was displaced to DIEN BAN District Headquarters (BT 066582),
while "A" and "L" Batteries supported from their normal positions. A
tactical artillery command group was set up by 1st Bn, 11th Marines in
the "A" Battery position. On D+4, "B" Battery moved from DIEN BAN to the
2nd Bn, 1st Marines cantonment position (BT 015625), and "A" Battery,
along with the artillery command group, displaced to the 7th Marine Regt
cantonment position (AT 962609) on hill 55. "K" Battery supported from
its normal position.

(2) A total of 302 missions were fired in direct support of the

operation. Ammunition expenditures and missions fired are as follows:

MISSIONSILLUMHE WPSMOKE

105MM 391770 150 248140
155MM 46180 8 --

8"How 37 8- --

CLUNCE
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d. Naval Gunfire 

DECLASSIFIED 

(1) The USS GOLJSBOROUGH (DDG-20) ~Tas assigned in direct support 
of 1st ~krines from 220800H to 221630H Sep 1967. No suitable targets 
within DangGweI:e identified. 

7. Intelligence 

". 

a. Enemy Forces Anticip~ted in Objective Are~. Intelligence information 
during September 1967 preceding~tho operation indicated elements of one 
enemy battalion and elements of-local force companies wi thin the objective 

1\ ' 
area. . 

b. Enemy Forces Jl.ctualLv Encountered. An estimated two companic~s were 
located during the operation. A PUll reported that units of the Q-15th Local 
Force Company and the R-20th Battalion were located in the operational . 
area. The enemy employed 6011[11 mortars, on three occasions, frequently 
used automatic weapons, and there was one report of .50 caliber machine, 
gun fire. The PHU KY ~ea continues to be a staging and rest area for Local 
Force Companies and Battalions. 

c. Terrain 

(1) Cover and Concealment. ~e PHU ICY area is extrc:mely thick with 
elephant grass, hedge rows, and uncultivated fields providing excellent cover 
and concealment. Damaged structures, rice dikes and extensive trenches 
throughout the area provide excellent cover against supporting-arms. 

(2) Critical Terrain Features. TYro ridge lino s arc located in 
tho south central portion of the operation area. Both ridges are barren 
~1d were not occupied by either forces during the operation. 

(3) Observation and FiGlds of Fire. Ground observation 3lld diroct 
fire weapons were limited to distances of 100 meters and loss throughout 
the arua. In the hamlets, observation and effective fires were limited to 
50 to 75 feet. AeriAl observors providod ~xceptional support and are 
mandatory for operations in this aroa. Their omplo;yment, reducod friendly 
casu"J. ties by detecting enemy ambushos f:1,Ud inflicting hoavy casual tie s 
upon enemy forces. 

(4) Obsta9loso avery hAllllet with its hedgerows, destroyed structures" 
and weed growth hindeI'ed movement of foot troops. As an example, BLT 1/3 
required nine hours to move through the village of BAO MJ Wl'TG (AT 985532) 
while in contact with the enemy. The SONG TaU BON-SONG KY LAM-SONG DIEN 
GINH River complex (AT 940538 - BT 074545) is a major obstacle to troops 
e~d cannot normally be crossed without assistanco. Armored personnel 
carriors were able to nogociate this river without difficult~. The SONG 
BA HEN - SONG CHIEM SON Rivor campI ox (AT 950542 - BT 074545) i,,,,minor 
obst8.cle to foot troops but is ford:l'le at the following areas: J~." 
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d. Naval Gunfire

(1) The USS GOLDSBOROUGH (DDG-20) was assigned in direct support
of 1st Marines from 220800H to 221630H Sep 1967. No suitable targets
within range were identified.

7. Intelligence

Enemy Forces Anticipated in Objective Area. Intelligence informationa.

during September 1967 preceding the operation indicated elements of one
enemy battalion and elements of local force companies within the objective
area.

b. Enemy Forces Actually Encountered. An estimated two companies were
located during the operation. A POW reported that units of the Q-15th Local
Force Company and the R-20th Battalion were located in the operational
area. The enemy employed 60MM mortars on three occasions, frequently
used automatic weapons, and there was one report of .50 caliber machine
gun fire. The PHU KY area continues to be a staging and rest area for Local
Force Companies and Battalions.

C. Terrain

(1) Cover and Concealment. The PHU KY area is extremely thick with

elephant grass, hedge rows, and uncultivated fields providing excellent cover
and concealment. Damaged structures, rice dikes and extensive trenches
throughout the area provide excellent cover against supporting farms.

(2) Critical Terrain Features. Two ridge lines are located in
the south central portion of the operation area. Both ridges are barren
and were not occupied by either forces during the operation.

(3) Observation and Fields of Fire. Ground observation and direct
fire weapons were limited to distances of 100 meters and less throughout
the area. In the hamlets, observation and effective fires were limited to
50 to 75 feet. Aerial observers provided exceptional support and are
mandatory for operations in this area. Their employment, reduced friendly
casualties by detecting enemy ambushes and inflicting heavy casualties
upon enemy forces.

(4) Obstacles. Every hamlet with its hedgerows, destroyed structures,
1/3and weed growth hindered movement of foot troops. As an example, BLT

required nine hours to move through the village of BAO AN DONG (AT 985532)
while in contact with the enemy. The SONG THU BON-SONG KY LAM-SONG DIEN
GINH River complex (AT 940538 - BT 074545) is a major obstacle to troops
and cannot normally be crossed without assistance. Armored personnel
carriers were able to negociate this river without difficulty. The SONG
BA REN - SONG CHIEM SON River complex (AT 950542 - BT 074545) is a minor

"SECRET
obstacle to foot troops but is fordable at the following areas:
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. AT 950542 ;.. BT 010522 
BT 067533 - BT 072535 

(5) jYonuos of Approach. Attacking forcos have a botter approach 
to the objective area from ,the East and South across the SONG BA R~­
SONG CHIEN SON. ilithin tho objective a;rea, the long axis of most hamlets 
lies East to West ahd attacks on these hamluts are best eXGcuted along 
this axis. 

8. Mtssion. 1 st Jl'Iarines (-) (Rein~ cOIlllllencing 220730H Sop 67 oonducts 
sce.rch and dos'troy operation,s in the arOa of oporat:Lonsto oapture and 
destroy enemy foroos, su.pplies and oquipment •. J'Xea of operntions bou.nded on 

, 'tho North by the SONG C AU LAU - SONG DI11'N BINH - SONG KY LAU - SONG THU 
BON, on the East by National Route #1, on the SOuth by the SONG Bll REN -
SONG CHIEM SON and on' the Vlest by' tho N-S grid line 94. ' 

9. Concept of Op§rAtions 

a.1st R'U'ines (-) (Rein). By 220730H Sop 61, 1st I1t>i'incs (-) (Rein) 
conducted search and de stroy in thef'.rea of operA-tion \<li th BLT 1/3 oonducting 
a heliborne landing in vicinity BT 0154, and 2nd Battalion, 1st ~incs 
(-), and 3rd Batt01ion, 5th~~~ines occupying blocking positions to the 
E2st hnd South rGspoctively (Phase I). On D+4 units were to be pr'oparcd 
to cont1Du0sonrch and destroy oper~tions in Western sect~r of operetions 
on ardor (Phase II). , ', 

b. 2nd Battalion. 1st Marines (-) (Rein) 

(1) By 2112)OH (D:-1) moves t~assignod assombly area, vicinity, 
I-IY H:.T ond by H-Hour move Tv/Gst to assigned blocking positions. Conduct 
sCPJ:och And destroy oporp.tions vicinity blocking positions (Phase I). 

(2) On D+3 about 1600B move by ,"1'C to area North of SONG CLU L~'~Tj-
801m DIEN Bll-ill - SONG PTIU BON Oomplox. Conduct search alid destroy op~rations 
and blocking positions North of river (Phl3.se II). 

e. )I'd Battqlion, 5th MArinos (-) 

(1) Conducted!). night overland movement (beginning ])..1) from Hill 
63 ['long axis Df Route #1 to vicinity DUY XUYF;l~ District Headqu~ters, 
thence along Route 531 to l1E:s:Lgtled objectives. M.9.intain blocking position 
south of the SONG CHIBN SON. Conduct search Md destroy operations vicinity 
blooking positions (Phase I). 

5 
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AT 950542 - BT 010522
BT 067533 - BT 072535

(5) Avenues of Approach. Attacking forces have a better approach
to the objective area from the East and South across the SONG BA REN -
SONG CHIEM SON. Within the objective area, the long axis of most hamlets
lies East to West and attacks on these hamlets are best executed along
this axis.

8. Mission. 1st Marines (-) (Rein) commencing 220730H Sep 67 conducts
scarch and destroy operations in the area of operations to capture and

destroy enemy forces, supplies and equipment. irea of operations bounded on
the North by the SONG CAU LAU - SONG DIEN BINH - SONG KY LAU - SONG THU

BON, on the East by National Route #1, on the South by the SONG BA REN -
SONG CHIEM SON and on the West by the N-S grid line 94.

9. Concept of Operations

Marines (-) (Rein). By 220730H Sep 67, 1st Marines (-) (Roin)1sta.
conducted search and destroy in the area of operation with ELT 1/3 conducting
a heliborne lending in vicinity BT 0154, and 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines
(-), and 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines occupying blocking positions to the
East and South respectively (Phase I). On D+4 units were to be prepared
to continue search and destroy operations in Western sector of operations
on order (Phase II).

b. 2nd Battalion. 1st Marines (-) (Rein)

(1) By 211200H (D-1) moves to assigned assembly arca, vicinity
MY HAT and by H-Hour move West to assigned blocking positions. Conduct
scarch and destroy operations vicinity blocking positions (Phase I).

(2) On D+3 about 1600H move by APC to area North of SONG CAU LAO-
SONG DIEN BINH - SONG PNU BON Complex. Conduct search and destroy operations
and blocking positions North of river (Phase II).

e. 3rd Battalion, 5th Marinos (-)

(1) Conducted a night overland movement (beginning D-1) from Hill
63 along axis of Route #1 to vicinity DUY XUYEN District Headquarters,
thence along Route 537 to assigned objectives. Maintain blocking position
south of the SONG CHIEM SON. Conduct search and destroy operations vicinity
blocking positions (Phase I).

5
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(2) On D+4, on order, attack to the West em right flank of 1 at 
En, 3rd Mar to secure assigned Regimental objective. Continue attack on 
order, conduct search a.nd destroy operations vic Regimental objective 

. (Phase n). 

d. BLT 1/3 (-) 

(1) On 220730H (~Da.y) conducts heliborne landing in L~, and 
seizes assigned Regimental objectives., Upon seizure of assigned objectives 
prepare for continuation of new attack to the East (Phase I). 

(2) On D!-4, on order, attack to the '~veston left flank of }rd Bn, 
5th Nar to secure assigned Regimental objective. Continue a~tack on order, 
conduct sear~h an~ destroy operations vie Regimental objective ,Phase II). 

e. Q,.DSZ Forces 

( 1) Conduct screening operations in the area North of SONG KY LAH 
between National Route #1 and railroad to the West. 

(2) On D+j about 1600H move 2nd En, 1 st Mar to vic blocking 
position North of SONG CAU LAU - SONG DI.lli BINH - SON THU BON complex. 
Upon completion move ARVN unit to vic Northwest of river complex to oondltct 
screening/blocking operations (Phase II). 

10. Execution 

a. 19 Sep: Commanding General, 1st ~~ine Division approved First 
Marines Concept of Operations including D-Day/H-Hour. 

b. 21 Sep: 

(1) 1 st Marines Operation Order 127-67 distributed. 

(2) 2nd Battalion, 1 st i'Iarines displaced to assembly area vic 
BT 102534. 

(3) 3rd Battalion, 5th 1~ines displaced to LaD, in position 
by 0530H • 

. C. . 22 S..@ll: 

(1) 3rd Battalion crossed LOD and attacked toward assigned 
objectives vic dosign."lted phase line. 
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(2) On D+4, on order, attack to the West on right flank of 1st

Bn, 3rd Mar to secure assigned Regimental objective. Continue attack on
order, conduct search and destroy operations vic Regimental objective
(Phase II).

d. BLT 1/3 (-)

(1) On 220730H (D-Day) conducts heliborne landing in L2, and
seizes assigned Regimental objectives. Upon seizure of assigned objectives
prepare for continuation of new attack to the East (Phase I).

(2) On D+4, on order, attack to the West on left flank of 3rd Bn,

5th Mar to secure assigned Regimental objective. Continue attack on order,
conduct search and destroy operations vic Regimental objective (Phase II).

e. QDSZ Forces

(1) Conduct screening operations in the area North of SONG KY LAM
between National Route #1 and railroad to the We st.

(2) On D+3 about 1600H move 2nd Bn, 1st Mar to vic blocking
position North of SONG CAU LAU - SONG DIEN BINH - SON THU BON complex.
Upon completion move ARVN unit to vic Northwest of river complex to conduct
gcreening/blocking operations (Phase II).

10. Execution

a. 19 Sep: Commanding General, 1st Marine Division approved First
Marines Concept of Operations including D-Day/H-Hour.

b. 21 Sep:

(1) 1st Marines Operation Order 127-67 distributed.

(2) 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines displaced to assembly area vic
BT 102534.

(3) 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines displaced to LOD, in position
by 0530H.

22 Sep:C.

(1) 3rd Battalion crossed LOD and attacked toward assigned
objectives vic designated phase line.

"OEGRET
E
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(2) APC unit in blocking/screening position in aroa North of 

:3U1W KY L.!}r between N~tional Houte ll=1 and railroad to West. 

u; liLT 1/3 () landed. by helo in assigned Lz. at H-Hour alld 
. attackGo. ~8\[a.rd Objbctivu A~ 

(Lt}DU.ring the period 0730H - 1200H there were nine (9) significant 
contacts netting 24 VC KIA (Conf), 7 VC KIll (Frob) and severa]. WOapona. 

(5) Throughout the remaindor of the day additional oontact resul ted 
in 1 VC K:U (Conf), 2VC KIA (Prob) and 2 USNC itiI::'.. Co L, ;rd .m, 5th 
Marinos captured 1 semi-auto rifle 7.62 USSR Lomy 1953, 1 map Case with 
porsonnal documents, 1 cartridge beltand2ChiCom gronades. 

d. 22 Sep:Sitinificarit enemy oncountorsworc . divided evenly aPong 
attacking and blocking forces. . Company C, 1/3 picked up 17 women and 5 
children injured by air strikes. They reported 5 VC coming into village 
'and killing 5 persons and when air strikus on tho area commenced VC pre­
vontod injured personnol from using bunkers. Compc.ny K, 3/5 patrol, at 
BT 040522 killed 2 VC (Con!), cRptured 1 US Carbine #2474325, 2 cartridge 
bel ts, j ChiCom grenades. At Br 047526, Co K, 3/5 snipers observed 4 VO 
with weaporis, fired 4 rds S/11 Md· observed 3 VCfall, river bound~y , 
prevented sCArch, results 3 VCI{[tl:.\Prob)~ Co A, 1/3, vic BT 022547, 
ambush observed movement to frorit, and receiVed 50 to 100 rds 5/1. fire from 
6 ,to 8 va resulting in 1 USMC KI:... 1,1so same unit, vic BT 021549, rocoivcd 
100 rds 8/;1 resulting in 1 USMC KIA. 

o. 24 Sop: All units. continued scarch qnd destroy operations. Co I" 
3/5 vic BT 0275'l7, LP observed approximately '20 'to 30 ·ve.. Called' £1 nrc ship 
and gunship on station. Opened fire with 36 rds M-79, 34 rds 60}1M and 
c"nlled 81~ missio~. Fixed wing strike resulted in 1 VC KL;. (Conf') nne:. 20 
VC KIJ~ (l-rob).' Blackooat; 2, vic BT 006518, . spotted 15 ve, called air 
stri:kc resulting in 4 veKI!l. (Conr) Md 2 VC KI,:\ (PrOb).'lll i:tirstrike 
vic (~.T 995518 Was called rosul ting .in 1 ,vq Ia.i~ (Coru) and. 3 VGRIA (Frob). 
Co F, 2/1 patrol rGc~ivod 2r,ds :snipor. fire frO'm 'unklioWn riumber ofVC~ .. , 
Returned fire a,nd ~nArch6rl thb'A.roarcsul't"ing':tn '1 VC'KIJ~'(Oonf).· .. , 

f. 25Sep:'So~c:\i ;n:tt dcs~td;v~p~,ration~ confirlu,;C1:'wii;h'sdVeral 
significant contac"C8o ,Cc,i.J, ~!5; vlc'BT00352b, w4ile" em!oute tb"'Obj. 
rocoivedh'uavySj;': e.nd 'J.l,I/ and 'M:-79 'fire ,rrOh'ostima:tdd 50VC rosul ting in 
4 USlVIC v/ILM:::-cllivllc~' j.'nc·I~~ill~fJi;y icund tho on'Oby oxtrcmely °w-ull dug in and 
concoa!ed.. Returned S/.: fire, called artiilory mission and airstrikc~ The 
Compa.riy sC8.rchod th·6a~Gn. iSd fju:ncT ~1'ie;':mlaI:ks~1blobd ~ails,.i.ndl<?;ilting 5 
VC IaL (ProQ).Co E,2/1, vic BT013544 captur.oda P(M platoo,n leader "of 
1·st.Co, 4th:"'PH;"V25thBrt. '. 'A:&:1iperteam'fr"om 3/5, vic'm 0'13522 'rocO:lvbd 
appruXim~tely 40rdsof' snip~r fire' frem an' estimated 2. VO •. The tCar.l ,­

returned .firc'ari..d obsbrvcd.1'VC .falljth,cy obsorVed tho J~cdy tl)r6u'gtL fiold 
glasses ,fc:;, 45' minutos,indicfl.ting . .1'.YG.JIT.:i.. (Conf)~ . . 
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(2) APC unit in blocking/screening position in area North of
SONG KY LAM between National Route #1 and railroad to West.

(3) BLT 1/3 (i) landed by helo in assigned L2 at H-Hour and
attacked toward objective A.

(4) During the period 0730H - 1200H there were nine (9) significant
contacts netting 24 VC KIA (Conf), 7 VC KIA (Prob) and several weapons.

(5) Throughout the remainder of the day ditional contact resulted
in 1 VC KIA (Conf), 2 VC KIA (Prob) and 2 USMC WIA. Co L, 3rd Bn, 5th
Marines captured 1 semi-auto rifle 7.62 USSR Lomy 1953, 1 map Case with

personnal documents, 1 cartridge belt and 2 ChiCom gronades.

d. 23 Sep: Significant enemy encounters were divided evenly among
attacking and blocking forces. Company C, 1/3 picked up 17 women and 5
children injured by air strikes. They reported 5 VC coming into village
and killing 5 persons and when air strikes on the area commenced VC pre-
vented injured personnol from using bunkers. Company K, 3/5 patrol, at
BT 040522 killed 2 VC (Conf), captured 1 US Carbine #2474325, 2 cartridge
belts, 3 ChiCom grenades. At BT 047526, Co K, 3/5 snipers observed 4 VC
with weapons, fired 4 rds S/A and observed 3 VC fall, river boundary
prevented search, results 3 VC KIA (Prob). Co A, 1/3, vic BT 022547,
ambush observed movement to front and received 50 to 100 rds S/h fire from
6 to 8 VC resulting in 1 USMC KIA. Also same unit, vic BT 021549, received
100 rds S/A resulting in 1 USMC KIA.

e. 24 Sep: All units continued soarch and destroy operations. Co I,
3/5 vic BT 027527, LP observed approximately 20 to 30 VC. Called flareship
and gunship on station. Opened fire with 36 rds M-79, 34 rds 60MM and
called 81MM mission. Fixed wing strike resulted in 1 VC KIA (Conf) and 20
VC KIA (lrob). Blackcoat 2, vic BT 006518, spotted 15 VC, called air
strike resulting in 4 VC KIA (Conf) and 2 VC KIA (Prob). in airstrike
vic AT 995518 was called resulting in 1 VC KT4 (Conf) and 3 VC KIA (Prob).
Co F, 2/1 patrol received 2 rds sniper fire from unknown number of VC.
Returned fire and searched the área resulting in 1 VC KIA (Conf).

f. 25 Sep: Search and dostroy operations continued with several
significant contacts. Cc by 3/5, vic BT 003526, while enroute to Obj
received hoavy s/ and I/4 and M-79 fire from estimated 50 VC resulting in
4 USMC WI MEdivac. Inc company found the enery extremely well dug in and
concealed. Returned S/ fire, called artillery mission and airstrike. The
Company searched the area a.id found drag marks and blood trails indicating 5
VC KIA (Prob). Co E, 2/1, vic BT 043544 captured a POW platoon leader of
1st Co, 4th PH-V25th Bn. A shiper team from 3/5, vic BT 013522 received
approximately 40 rds of sniper fire from an estimated 2. VC. The team
returned fire and observed 1 VC fall; they observed the body through field
glasses for 45 minutes indicating 1 VC KIA (Conf).

7
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g. _2§~: 1200H Co H, 2nd Battalion, 5th !lTarines joined operations to 
proyide blocking force to southwest of area of operation (Phase II). The 
days activities were heightened by air activity. The total casual ties for 
th", day were 12 VC lITA (Coni), 24 VC KIA (Prob), 3 USMC KIA and 29 USlVrc 
IlL'L. i,t 261225H; Blackcoat AOobserved VC Company" with packs and rifles 
in a trepch. AO conducted an airstrike resul ting in 5 VC KIA (!?rob). il.t 
261225H, Bla.ckcoat AO observed a large group of VC mov~ng \~est, AO conducted 
an airstrike resulting in 4 VC KIJ" (Conf), 4 VC KIA (Prob). At 261300H 
Ble.ckcoat AO, vic AT 954431 observed several ve. flO oonducted e.irstrike 
r e sul ting in 2 VC KI/i (Coni). 

h. 27 SeR: Search and destroy operation's continued throughout the day 
&'1.d night resulting in 9 VC KI!) (Coni), 24 VC lUi:. (Frob), 1 POW and 5 IHC. 
Co H, 2/5, vic LT 965543, 'observed 6 VO moving toward an L1) site, -fired -
approximately 30 rds S(l, 4 1>1-79 rds and se'"rched the area finding blood 
trails indicating 4 VC KIA (Prob). Co I, 3/5 in blocking operations, vic 
,-,T 9705 '.~4, found 2 VC hiding, the VC tried to escare, opened fire with 20 
rd3 S/L. Co r'se'1rched the area finding 2 VC Iu,~ (Cor-f), 1 US CA.rbine, 
1 I'-~S (French rifle), 1 SKs. 

i. 28 Sep: 

(1) 280700H Sep 67 Operation SWi:T,:BYVILLE ter,-'linated by direction 
of CG 1 st jVIa;rDiv. 

(2) 280730H units commenced withdrawal from operationR~ area. 

(3) 281700H Sep 67 returned operutionf'~ control of 3rdBattelion, 
5th Harines to parent unit. 

(4) 281730H ::2P 67 returned _ operational control of 1 st Battalion, 
3rd I'hrines to parent unit. 

11. !£.sul ts 

a. U8J\'lC tIl; ~O 

b. Kit Cpr son KIA !~ 
I -

c. USNC \JIli 6") 

d. USNC lIT/1 cj 

e. VC laJl. (Conr) 50 

~j.H['i 
8' .. 

DECLASSIFIED 

-. 

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIEDUSEAP

g. 26 Sep: 1200H Co H, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines joined operations to

provide blocking force to southwest of area of operation (Phase II). The

days activities were heightened by air activity. The total casualties for
the day were 12 VC KIA (Conf), 24 VC KIA (Prob), 3 USMC KIA and 29 USMC
WIA. At 261225H; Blackcoat AO observed VC Company with packs and rifles
in a trench. AO conducted an airstrike resultin in 5 VC KIA (Prob). At
261225H, Blackcoat AO observed a large group of VC moving West, 10 conducted
an airstrike resulting in 4 VC KIA (Conf), 4 VC KIA (Prob). At 261300H
Blackcoat AO, vic AT 954431 observed several VC. AO conducted eirstrike
resulting in 2 VC KIA (Conf).

h. 27 Sep: Search and destroy operations continued throughout the day
and night resulting in 9 VC KIA (Conf), 24 VC KIA (Prob), 1 POW and 5 IWC.
Co H, 2/5, vic AT 965543, observed 6 VC moving toward an LP site, fired
approximately 30 rds S/A, 4 M-79 rds and searched the area finding blood
trails indicating 4 VC KIA (Prob). Co I, 3/5 in blocking operations, vic
AT 970554, found 2 VC hiding, the VC tried to escape, opened fire with 20
rds S/A. Co I searched the area finding 2 VC KI (Conf), 1 US Carbine,
1 MAS (French rifle), 1 SKS.

i. 28 Sep:

(1) 280700H Sep 67 Operation SHEL.BYVILLE terminated by direction
of CG 1st MarDiv.

(2) 2807 30H units commenced withdrawal from operational area.

(3) 281700H Sep 67 returned operational control of 3rd Battalion,

5th Marines to parent unit.

(4) 281730H Sep 67 returned operational control of 1st Batialion,
3rd Morines to parent unit.

11. Results

a. USMC KIA 10

b. Kit Cerson KIA

63C. USMC WIA

Od. USMC MI

DECe. VC KIA (Conf) 50

I

8

DECLASSIFIED



.~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

o 

''S!8I1rF'l 
II.':'" 

f. ye .J::IA (Prob) 95 , 

g. pm" 2 

h. D:ltainees 60 

i. nrc 

j. Friendly Equipment Losses. At 261200H, Co B, 2/1, vic AT 976546, 
recon elements crossing river. 2 11-16 rifles lost while crossing river. 
Co H, 2/5 lost one AH/PRC~25 radio set on. a hel~copter. 

k. Captured Enemy Equipment: 

1 ChiCom LID, 7.62 
8 rifles 

24 grenades 
Hedical supplie s 
DJcuments 

12. Admini.-strative l'vlatters, Normal Regimental administrative :functions 
continued throughout the operation. 

a. 5'upply 

(1)- A Logistics Support Area ,(LSA) was established at the 2nd 
Battalion, 1stloIarines OP by FLC. Company "All, 1 at Shore Party Battalion 
provided an EST at the LSA and one HSp for each field element. 

(2) 'Supply dumps at the LSA were established with 3 days of supply 
for Classes I, II a,.'1d V. 'rhe") day level was maintained da:ily and resupplied 
froo FLC to the LSA was effected when necessary. 

(3) Resupply offield elements was accomplished by helicopter. 
IJight (8) l-I-76 Otters ''fere positioned at the CAU LAU Bridge for both resupplJ7 
and evacuation purposes for the first three days of' the operation and later 
re-posi tioned s,t Liberty Bridge for the duration of the operation. 'The 
Otters were on a stand-by basis in the event that helicopters ~.jere not 
available. Supplies that could not be obtained from the LSA and 1'1,0 were 
requested from uni t parent commends. 'Initial combat loads c8I'ried by th8 
assaul t troops were sufficient. 

~W8i@[I·' 
sWIIlIfIII 
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f. VC.KIA (Prob) 95

5. POW 2

60h. Detainees

i. IWC 3

j. Friendly Equipment Losses. At 261 200H, Co E, 2/1, vic AT 976546,
recon elements crossing river. 2. M-16 rifles lost while crossing river.
Co H, 2/5 lost one AN/PRC-25 radio set on a helicopter.

k. Captured Enemy Equipment:

1 ChiCom LMG, 7.62
8 rifles

24 grenades
Medical supplies
Documents

12. Administrative Matters. Normal Regimental administrative functions
continued throughout the operation.

a. Supply

(1) A Logistics Support Area (LSA) was established at the 2nd
Battalion, 1st Marines CP by FLC. Company "A", 1st Shore Party Battalion
provided an HST at the LSA and one HSS for each field element.

(2) Supply dumps at the LSA were established with 3 days of supply
for Classes I, II and V. The 3 day level was maintained daily and resupplied
from FLC to the LSA was effected when necessary.

(3) Resupply of field elements was accomplished by helicopter.
Eight (8) M-76 Otters were positioned at the CAU LAU Bridge for both resupply
and evacuation purposes for the first three days of the operation and later
re-positioned at Liberty Bridge for the duration of the operation. The
Otters were on a stand-1by basis in the event that helicopters were not
available. Supplies that could not be obtained from the LSA and FLC were

requested from unit parent commands. Initial combat loads carried by the
assault troops were sufficient.
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h .!1:t-i.ntenance. No maintenance problems were cncoun teredo' Comm/Elec 
and Ordn8Xlce Contact 'fuams were available on a two-hour notice. Contact 
te~B were not employed. 

c. l'bdical 1vacuation, Medical evacuation was accomplishod by holicopter 
to the 1st l'bdical Battalion or NSA Hospital as Nquircd.A f;~ld medical 
faci.li ty was positioned at the CAU LAU Bt'idge with the Regimental Surgeon 
for the first three days of the operation and relocp..ted to Liberty Bridge 
fOi: tho duration ·of the operation. "Thevalu<;) of' this' fRcility was proved 
"Then the Regim8ntal Surgeon treated a traumatic amputee within minutes of 
the incident causing the injury. 

d. 'irMsportation. There were no :transport~tion proble~s encounterod. 

o. Communications 

(1) Genoral. The Regimental Forward CP \vaS positioned 'at the 1 st 
Bn, CPo This location Was selected both geographicnlly for command and 
control purposes and as a site from which secure communication circuits 
(botL1 radio and teletype) could be provided to higher hGadquertors. 
'l'elephono communications to the Regimental Rear Cl-' ('.nd to higher h8f\d­
qu['rtors were providod by the existing radio rGlay link between tho Rogi­
montRI Rer.r CP and tho 1 st Bn. Toletype service WaS providod by augmenting 
thu 1 st En. Communicp.,tion Center. Radio f.qcilities wero totally sopqrate 
from 1st 1h fe.ciUties. 1J.l cOllullunication circuitry worked well with 
minimp~ outages. No significant comnnmiC:l".tion probloms were encOtUltercd. 

(2) DsEf1&:turo from Normal. Oporat'ions. The natura of tho 
operating' area with its donse vcgct,'?,tion Pftd tho movement of the maneuvar 
elements aWfW froin the C1' location during thA second phase of the 
operation were successfully overcome by the employment of Ilutoillo.tic r.,dio 
retrFlnsmission equipment for the most cd ticql radio notS. 

13. Oi vic Action/Psychological 9J:>er ation s 

2. Civic Actioll 

( 1) Civic Action/Civil Affairs p'articip'1tion was plRflned but as 
the areq was under e.lmost total Viet Cong control these functions were 
minimized. Tho JlIEIf Bl;l'~ Di.strict Chief particip,:tod in tho plQ,D.ning and 
was daily briofed on ,Nonts within the objective. 

(2) No re:uge0.s wore eRner~ted. 

(3) Approximntoly 
B!lf District. 

1000 pourdo of rice wero bsggod C,ll(l GVaCll!?,ted to 

10 
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b, Maintenance. No maintenance problems were encountered. Comm/Elec
and Ordnance Contact Teams were available on a two-hour notice. Contact
teams were not employed.

C. Medical Evacuation. Medical cvacuation was accomplished by helicopter
to the 1st Medical Battalion or NSA Hospital as required. A field medical
facility was positioned at the CAU LAU Bridge with the Regimental Surgeon
for the first three days of the operation and relocated to Liberty Bridge
for the duration of the operation. The value of this facility was proved
when the Regimental Surgeon treated a traumatic amputee within minutes of
the incident causing the injury.

d. Transportation. There were no transportation problems encountered.

e. Communications

(1) General. The Regimental Forward CP was positioned at the 1st
CP. This location was selected both geographically for command andBn,

control purposes and as a site from which secure communication circuits
(both radio and telotype) could be provided to higher headquarters.
Telephone communications to the Regimental Rear C1- and to higher head-
quarters were provided by the existing radio relay link between the Regi-
mental Rear CP and the 1st Bn. Teletype service was provided by augmenting
the 1st Bn. Communication Center. Radio facilities were totally separate
from 1st Bn facilities. All communication circuitry worked well with
minimal outages. No significant communication problems were encountered.

(2) Departure from Normal Operations. The nature of the

operating area with its donse vegetation and the movement of the maneuver
away from the CP location during the second phase of theelements

operation were successfully overcome by the employment of automatic rodio
retransmission equipment for the most critical radio nets.

13. Civic Action/Psychological Operations

E. Civic Action

(1) Civic Action/Civil Affairs participation was planned but as
the area was under almost total Viet Cong control these functions were
minimized. The DIEN BAN District Chief participated in the planning and
was daily briefed on events within the objective.

(2) No refugees were generated.

(3) Approximately 1800 pounds of rice were begged and evacuated to

DECLASSIFIED
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(I) Psy/l1ar efforts were ~ond~Ct~d on the:; B[-Itte}ion elld Regimental 
lCNoJ. Leaflet 'drops, 's~rial, brop.dce.sts M.d an armed propagand8. toam woro 
employod. 

(2) A spocial leAflot "vIas prepl".roq and droppod to exploit the VC 
ntroci ty of 23 Sept :lS described in pr'ragraph 10.d, above, 

(3) An armed propaganda team, and the DHN BAn District Vietnamese 
Information Se:cvices team were employed at the detainee processing camp 
located at the LSA (2nd ,En rear). Vietnamese people who were initially 
detained, screened and subsequently released were the target of these 'teams. 

(4) Special p,:ckets of leaflets consisting of 200 parnphlets:were 
issued to each squad. Eaoh packet contained Chieu HOi, Life at Home, Family 
Hisses You and Safe Conduct passes. These leaflets were hand distributed. 

c. Statistics: 

(1) Leaflet Indentification 

Special (Death of VC) 
Chieu Hoi 
Safe Conduct 
Family Misses You 
Life at Home 
How Hoi Chanhs are Treated 
Special (USNC Power) 
Rally 
Special 
Chieu Hoi Passes 

(2,), Aerial .&oadcasts: 4 hours. 

~.wount Eknployed 

75,000 
100,000 
100,000 
100,000 
100,000 
100,000 
75,000 

100,000 
. 100,000 

100,000 

14. .SpGcial EqUipment and Techniques. None utilized. 

15. Commander's Analyst~. The dev81opmgntof an operation plan considered 
and, wherever possible, bBployed overland movement during the hours of 
darkness rather than daylight tactical moves by helo and/or truck. TM" 
proved important espoctaJly during phase II in the \{ostorn PHlf KY sDctor. 
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HOPORETSLUMEN

b, Psychological Warfare:

(1) Psy/Wer efforts were conducted on the Battelion and Regimental
level. Leaflet drops, aerial broadcasts and an armed propaganda team were
employed.

(2) A special lcaflet was prepared and dropped to exploit the VC
atrocity of 23 Sept as described in paragraph 10. d above.

(3) An armed propaganda team, and the DIEN BAN District Vietnamese
Information Services team were employed at the detainee processing camp
located at the LSA (2nd Bn rear). Vietnamese people who were initially
detained, screened and subsequently released were the target of these teams.

(4) Special packets of leaflets consisting of 200 pamphlets were
issued to each squad. Each packet contained Chieu Hoi, Life at Home, Family
Misses You and Safe Conduct passes. These leaflets were hand distributed.

C. Statistics:

(1) Leaflet Indentification Amount Employed

Special (Death of VC) 75,000
Chieu Hoi 100,000
Safe Conduct 100,000
Family Misses You 100,000
Life at Home 100,000
How Hoi Chanhs are Treated 100,000
Special (USMC Power) 75,000
Rally 100,000
Special 100,000
Chieu Hoi Passes 100,000

(2) Aerial Broadcasts: 4 hours.

14. Special Equipment and Techniques. None utilized.

15. Commander's Analysis. The development of an operation plan considered
and, wherever possible, employed overland movement during the hours of
darkness rather than daylight tactical moves by helo and/or truck. This
proved important especially during phase II in the Western PHU KY sector.
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.~~H :;;r.?1'1y Was located in a defended village in prepared positions. The 
at'~J.:C'a(~h during darkness of BLT 1/3 (-) and the abrup"t reversing of the 
direction of attack 6f the preceding three days forced the enemy into a 
location and a situation where a maximum firepower "and troop density could 
be employed. Rapid maneuver and subsequent follow up searches exploi ted the 
si tuation. D3nse brush lines limited ground observation; aerial observers 
continued observation over the operating area during daylight hours "and the 
employment of aircraft and artillery illumination reduced this limitation. 

16. Recommendations 

a. That the PHU Ia area be exploited whenever the availability of 
forces permi t. 

b. lliat operations in that area be conducted employing approach by 
staal th and the maximum use of aerial observation and artillery supporting 
fires to limit/interdict enemy movement. 

G. That the duration of operations be from 5-10 days iri'-order to 
gain maximum exploitation. 

d. That a cover/deception plan be developed for opns of this n~ture. 

e. That opns be planned in detail for rapid execution with 
delay from the initial planning phase until execution. 

By direction 
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the anemy was located in a defended village in prepared positions. The

approach during darkness of BLT 1/3 (-) and the abrupt reversing of the
direction of attack of the preceding three days forced the enemy into a
location and a situation where a maximum firepower and troop density could
be employed. Rapid maneuver and subsequent follow up searches exploited the
situation. Dense brush lines limited ground observation; aerial observers
continued observation over the operating area during daylight hours and the

employment of aircraft and artillery illumination reduced this limitation.

16. Recommendations

a. That the PHU KY area be exploited whenever the availability of
forces permit.

b. That operations in that area be conducted employing approach by
stealth and the maximum use of aerial observation and artillery supporting
fires to limit/interdict enemy movement.

C. That the duration of operations be from 5-10 days in order to
gain maximum exploitation.

d. That a cover/deception plan be developed for opns of this nature.

e. That opns be planned in detail for rapid execution with a minimum
delay from the initial planning phase until execution.

STRACK
E. L. PARKER Jr.

By direction
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HIEA.DQUARTERS ][ MAF 

0051668 
.!M.t - ~.u:a1t1.d uPOll ftIIOyd of balic corre.ndfllCe 

s[..[(\!\n (J~l~;'a.<;j~pi;f on r,c lit ~ar lt~ l/P,,1!::f/gle GYer MBn St-l"'t t\096-67 
dtd 5:iO'W61 .~ 

~ Ce~ltg Gener~. IU Zc~ar1ne f:_hiM.ous F~e 
To: Co8tW'tder, Utdtttt StAtu ~'\1lita.1'Y Itsai_nce ('~,. Vletnan 

(i\ttrn i ;~"£J 343) 

[~b.il Coabat Opt'.'Nt1oM ..\~Ul" 1.'i.cUOB ~eJlOl"t (Operation ~.~ '"';~n-;p;)(R\'S ~~:r:.J 
3,..32) Oi-t} 

~ Copy tol 
CNC 

~CI<CS 
00 Ft;FPAC 

DECLASSIFIED 

rf.~ l:.SMITH 
,[Uy direction 

W¥'i 'lWt.i _.~~. 19_~'1i.) 

Sit .r 
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SECRETHEADQUARTERS III MAF
3B:dlv

0051668 3480

- Declassified upon removal of basic correspondence

SECOND ENDORSMENT on cc 1st Mar ltr 3/FJF/gle over 3480 Ser: 0096-67
dtd 5Nov67

From Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force
Commander, United States Military Assistance Command, VietnamTo:
(Attn: MADJ 343)

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report (Operation MIDINA) (RCS 0.03
3-32) (E-1)

1. Forwarded.

F. L. SMITH

Mana

By direction

Copy to:
CMC
CMCS
CG FMFPAC

medicine321
403

DECLASSIFIED
COPY is 6 01 10 CONTA
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[ID, P;,:\\'1 I;'A/ii)'1;?1jr;::JI"'"'Wjl I 
~ 1;>i::!I'~\~;"~I; .. ·Jqic.! j .,Jillh -taw' 

i.,;!).~ ~";~.h:..J'~:" ,j ~ -- . " 

j48° 
Sera OOjAO,068 
30 Jan 1968 

-a (lJncl ••• itied.upon raacwal. o£ basic correspondence) 33 8 (; 8 
PlBS'! ElIlJOUli1IEft o. co, lStJll8.r 1tr ,fr)afgle ov~r '480 Sar: 0096-67 
d~ 5 ~ 1961 -

Proal C-aadbg GeDeral, ,d Marine Division (Bei.ntorced), rKf 
'101 C aader, U. S. IU.lit817 .Assistance Camnsnd, ~ietD8lll 
Via: Co.andiJIS Geaeral, .. IlI Marine Japhibious...l'orce 

IUj& ec.bat Operations Atter ActiOll Reporl .. (OperatiOl1 DDIIA) 

Ret: (b) JlACV Dir "5'--a 

1. Jleaddreased aad.1m:warded in. accordance with .zef'erence (b). 

2. Contents DOted, no action deemed necessar.,y. 

COPT to: 
ca, laUlarDiv (Jlein) FMF 

Ao L. JIlCHAtJX, JR. 
By .. direction 
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3480
Ser: 003A03068
30 Jan 1968

(Unclassified upon removal of basic correspondence) 33868
FIRST ENDORSEMENT on co, 1stMar ltr 3/YJ//gle over 3480 Ser: 0096-67
dtd 5 Nov 1967

From: Commanding General, 3d Marine Division (Reinforced), FMF
Commander, U. S. Military Assistance Command, VietnanTo:

Via: Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report (Operation MEDINA)

(b) MACV Dir 335-8Ref:

1. Readdressed and forwarded in accordance with reference (b).

2. Contents noted, no action deemed necessary.

a.L.
MichaelA. L. MICHAUX, JR.

By direction

Copy to:

CG, latMarDiv (Rein) FMF

321
403

Copy 6GROUP-4 of 11 Copies
DOWNGRAPED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
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HEADQUARTERS 
1 st 11arines (R.:in) 

1st Marine Jivi;::;ion (L':)in), FMI" 
FPO San J:'ranolsoo, 96602 

3/FJrfgle 
3480 

6105&, 

SerNa. Oo<j6 ... 6;71 

S[enfSr 
05N~ ~ , _ 

1~1!!J,4 ~ SIC' t#A/te~?AltJ tJthi. -h7 
f!p /? -Lt)..fi ~ tJ t1//e5 

• 2& 

Comman(l::'.ilt-\ Officer 
Commanding General, )il. Ivl'3.l'ine DivisiQn (Rein), FMF 

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report (Operation ME:DINA) 

Ref:, C"') 3d MarDiv' 0 3'100 .. 'I D 

2. .~~l~Ls of O;oeratic~l: 1'I0800H Oct 67 to 201800H Oct 67 

). Locat:!.on: Base 1\rea '101 HAl LANG Forest Reserve, lOCated 10.5 kID 
ffii of QUANG TRI City in QUANG TRI - THUA 'l'HIEN Provinces, bounded by 
the following coordinstes: YD 392370, YD 340312, YD 300287, YD 280290, 
YD 241392~ YD 280440, YD 350464, YD 374410. 

ret Rq C.:.J~ 1 at Mril'ines Capt LINl)SEY 
7th I'I;T (..), FIVffil PP,G 
Det R",d:"o, Relay me,Const Co, 7th ,Comm Bn 

1 st Ba'ctaUon. 1 st ihlines (-) (Rein) 

Det, H&::i Co~ "I at Bn, 1 st l'Ihr 
Co A, 1st Ilr; 
Go :a, 1st :an, 
Co 0, 1st Bn, 
Co D. ~ ,-:Jc Bn~ 

1 st l;far 
1 st Mar 
1 st M3.r 
1 st Mar 

DOV.ry.1G?)\ D~D AT 3 YE l.\R. ''lT1'.:RVALS, 
Dt:(;J.,}'-;):::;,;>':,; D i\..FTLB l2 {cARS. 

DOD 411(, d..:uv.iO 
1 ' 

DECLASSIFIED 

LtCol BE]~lJ1.i3r~I 

DECLASSIFIED

CG 3rd MARD.

610567HEADQUARTERS
1st Marines (Rein)

1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO San Francisco, 96602

3/FJM/gle

DECLASSIFIED
3480
SerNo. 0096-67
05 Nov 67

1st MAR S&C Control No.0096-67
SCONED

copy
Z of 13

copiesFrom: Commanding Officer

Commanding General, 3a Marine Division (Rein), FMFTo:

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report (Operation MEDINA)

Ref: (a) 3d MarDiv 0 3100. 1D

1. Code Name: Operation MEDINA (Search and Destroy Operation)

2. Dates of Operation: 110800H Oct 67 to 201800H Oct 67

3. Location: Base Area 101 HAI LANG Forest Reserve, located 10.5 km
SW of QUANG TRI City in QUANG TRI - THUA THIEN Provinces, bounded by
the following coordinates: YD 392370, YD 340312, YD 300287, YD 280290,
YD 241392, YD 280440, YD 350464, YD 374410.

4. Task Organization

1st Marines (-) (Rein) Col ING

Det Hq Co, 1st Marines Capt LINDSEY
7th ITT (-), FMF PAC
Det Radio, Relay and Const Co, 7th Comm Bn

1st Battalion, 1st Marines (-) (Rein) LtCol BELBUSTI

Det, H&S Co. 1st Bn, 1st Mar
Co A, 1st Br, 1st Mar
Co B, 1st Bn, 1st Mar
Co C, 1st Bn, 1st Mar
Do Do 1st En, 1st Mar

DECLASSIONING

SECRETDOWNGPADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

DECLASSIFOED AFTER 12 YEARS.

DOD Dia 5300.10
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:Det, H&S Co, 2-,d. £:;1, " e+' iV:'1I' 

Co:ill, 2nd Tnt 1st ~Br 
(!o J!': 2n d. BE, i S L ~k:r 
Go (\ 2nd 13;::, ~ s'l: J'1;;r: 
CO li,2nd Bn, "I S t l~.r 

eo _< (-)~ 1st AT Battali;;>n 1t WOODS 

Co 1;. (-.). (Rein), 1 st Engr Batlialioj,l 

Go 13 (-), 1st Med Battalion 

Go E (-) ~ 'I E. t M1' Battclion 

eo A (-) (Rein), 1st SP Battalion 

llit, H&S CC~ 1 st Bn, 3d lYkrj.nes 
Co A, 1st Bn, 3d Marines 
C.) B, 1 st Bn, 3d Marines 
Co C, 1st Bn, )d ~~rines 
Co D, 1 e:t B':l, 3d Marines 

1 st BattaJ.iorl. 4th Marines -- .. _---------,-_ ... -
fut~ HiS 0;), 1st B.n, 4th l'urines 
Jo A~ hIt Dr., 4th Y.:arine 3 
Go B,l st Drl, 4- th. J'iTarj.ncs 

I!A" Btr7~ "ist Ell 12th lV'.rari.'1eo 
''WI! BtJ~r, '1 s~ 13n~ 'j 3th Mar 
II;" 11 Btry~ 1 f:: 'j 1n~ 40th PJ:ty Grp 
Plat, 1:;.1t .Pew] "l55mm Gun Btry 

Cupt BUTLEr. 

LtGmdr HAMILTON 

Lt SHEEHAN 

Capt Smith 

LtCol rmOHAS 

M3.j HOPKINS 

LtCoJ. HlJGHJ<.;8 

Plat, .75 Gun (SP), 8th Arty Bn, 4th Prty Grp 

'';: ,', 1" t .. .b2 jt'n. bnar -m.t ·a1:10.'.1 - . 
• 0.;& ... _.-.., ..... ____ ........... _ LtCol IrVCUTCHA."N 

Maj BELL 

DECLASSIFIED 
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2d Battalion, 1st Marines (.) (Rein) LtCol VAN WINKLE

Det, H&S Co, 2nd E.n, st Mar
Co E, 2nd En, 1st Mar
Co F. 2nd En, ist Max
Co a 2nd Bn, 1st Mar
Co H, 2nd Bn, ist Mar

Do (-), 1st AT Battalion It WOODS

Co A (--) (Rein), 1st Engr Battalion Capt BUTLER

Co B (-), 1st Med Battalion LtCmdr HAMILTON

Co B (-): 1st MT Battalion Lt SHEEHAN

Co A (-) (Rein), 1st SP Battalion Capt Smith

LtCol THOMAS1st Battalion, 3d Marines

Det, H&S CO, 1st Bn, 3d Marines
Co A, 1st Bn, 3d Marines
Co B, 1st En, 3d Marines
Co C, 1st Bn, 3d Marines
Co D, 1st B:1, 3d Marines

Maj HOPKINS1st Battalion. 4th Marines

Det, H&S Co, 1st Bn, 4th Marines
30 A, 1st In, 4th Marines
Co B, 1st Bn, 4th Marines

1st Battalion, 11th Morines (-) (Rein) LtCo! HUGHES

"A" Btry, ist Bn 12th Marines
"W" Btry, 1st En. 13th Mar
"A" Btry, 1st Bn. 40th Arty Grp
Plat, 1st Prov, 155mm Gun Btry
Plat, 175 Gun (SP), 8th Arty Bn, 4th Arty Grp

3rd Engr Battalion (-) LtCol MCCUTCHAN

3rd Recon Battalion (-) (Rein) Maj BELL

T
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9th ABN Pn 1 1 st Al:W :SYn 
2d Bn, 1 st iUWN Hegt; 
7th Arm.d GAY TR? 
"All Btry, 34tl1 Ji.'C ~y Bn 
"C" Btry, 11th lxty Bn 
122d RF Go 
Black Panthor Co 
2 PRU Teams 

5. Supporting }i10ro~§ 

a~ g~lj.copte~§. 'I'he helicopter support throughout the operation 
was adequate. Assets were limited and resupply was accomplished when 
helo avaiJ.aJ:>ili ty permitted, at times thi s 'vas a hahdicap to- the 
tactica'. :91anu 

('1) .~\m .. ~?1y.,. 214,042 1 bs of supplies were delivered during the 
operation. El>Il1 163, attached to the SLF provided assistance, without 
"Thioh, ti!Jlely resupply of units in the field would not have been ac­
complished" 

(2) .Ti.'001L JI1)Velllent~. A total of 2,432 troops were carried by 
helicopter during Operation NEDnrA, this figure excludes lI'.e6 .. 1!.vacse 
Seventeen missions AJld 464 sorties were flown in support of troop 
movements. 

(3) ;1c?Qi2~:J. 1t:.]g~\:l;8··~-t9..Q. During the operation 39 JYfed1vac 
missions were c()~!;pl,,:te(J. a:J.Q 220 sorties wer8 flowno A total of 34 
PJA, 145 WIA, }; }lj"jj~: (T.T~)I\J].\ 3 WIA (VC) and 1 WIll (.ARVH) h'8re carrted 
by Y.edEvac helo;'",,, 

CtcC 
Re('~o:1 

Adl!.rL1. 
POi{ 

6 
2 
1 

) 

'( 
20 
6 
4 
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1st ARVN Division (-) (Rein)

9th ABN Pn, 1st ABN DIV
2d Bn, 1st ARVN Regt
7th Armd CAV TRP
"A" Btry, 34th Acty Bn
"C" Btry, 11th Arty Bn
122d RF Co
Black Panther Co
2 PRU Teams

5. Supporting Forces

a. Helicopters. The helicopter support throughout the operation
was adequate. Assets were limited and resupply was accomplished when
helo avail.ability permitted, at times this was a handicap to the
tactical plan.

(1) Supply 214,042 lbs of supplies were delivered during the

operation. HMM 163, attached to the SLF provided assistance, without
which, timely resupply of units in the field would not have been ac-
complished.

(2) Troop Movements. A total of 2,432 troops were carried by
helicopter during Operation MEDINA, this figure excludes MedEvacs.
Seventeen missions and 464 sorties were flown in support of troop
movements.

(3) Medical Evacuation. During the operation 39 MedEvac
missions were completed and 220 sorties were flown. A total of 34
KIA, 145 WIA, 34 NBC (USM), 3 W.A.A (vc) and 1 WIA (ARVN) were carried
by MedEvac helos.

(4) Other

Type Missions Sorties

C&C 72
Recon 6 20

6Admin 2
POW 1 4
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(1) Airl'orne Ob08r"'J"CX'. llirbol:ne observers flew a total of 
68.3 hO'lt::'8 averaging 6.8 hour.s ·,leI' day. Coverage 'ioTaS generally res­
ponsive to rAqu8StSn 

(~) ~~9se ~U]: ~P'Q.I.·t, lluring tLe operation 52 sorties were 
flO"lvn ·.L"1.Qer Tl\C (A) con~rol anJ 187,;;'50 lbs of ordnance was expended 
against targets :tu t 118 oper.a::-ing areu. Olpse air support was available 
as needed by the units in the f':i.eld~ 

(3) .Other o C-47's nnd flaX'coilips were available, but the 
reaction ti;.ile Was generally 30 minutes to an hour before the aireraft 
was on station. 

Ci) .. ~rtillery support for the 1 st Marines Was provided by the 
1 st Battalicn, ~ 1-th J1g,.rines (-) (Rein). On D-1, "B" Btry, 1st Battalion, 
11th l\119,I'ines f.nd HAH Battery, 1st Battalion, 12th Marines, along '\odth 
one ARVN 105IIlIll How 'battery and 4 'p'RVN 155l11Ill Hows (Towed) occupied a 
joint position on Hill 34 (YD 334469). Additional supporting fires 
nuring the operation were provided by "A" Battery, 1 st B:lttalion, 11 th 
Marines and "W" Battery, '1st Battalion, 11th Marines lOCated in canton-, 
ment positions at (Y.D 335~O';') and (YD 336495) respectivelYD General 
support artillery :for the operatj,on WaS provided by '12th HaTines from 
:DONG RA. A section 1551lF1l Guns (Sp) of tile 1st Provisional '1551LID Gun 
Batt,:ory displaced to the QDJu"JG TRI airfield (YD 305558), aucl a section 
175llJlU Guns (S?) of tha 8th Battalion, 4th Artillery C':rO:lP, USA which 
displaced to (1'1) 3'!/f~j)2) <, ~h(! 1 st B&i;t?J.ion 9 11th I':fa::::'ines C,,)mmand 
Group Was lOcated 1.ri,'.;)) thA is'; I'brine;:: at (YlJ 33El506)., 

(2) Or;. D-1, th) a.t:i:i,J,lery pr8p of selected -:;at'gets ~"as 
conducted from ~{-1':t 111: ,:x;,[;U H-'1' hr. Ihring this prep, intensive fires 
.rere placed on 12. !") J3u~zc;rrl and l\:we. TotaJ rOtUlds fired during 
Oper ation MEDL:IA h-:sr;: a;? .follo'''s: 

~;!!'; lvr JL1~ 8rm: NISSIOlIfS 

4~2 I1Jrta:c 5fr 1 16 15 116 
105rnn S944 458 202 48 1033 
155mm G'l~i :)53 ,'n 

J/ 126 
175mm G'.ill .~~0J?~ ,- - - _..21. --'- -- --
TOTp,L3 [I)J( 493 297 4e 1364 

:1!o iJf{\'.:11 g".Flfire support "Jas utilized (luring Operation 

rv~~n,,~~~iI~nw® 

4 
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b. Fixed Wing

(1) Airborne Observer. Airborne observers flew a total of
68.3 hours averaging 6.8 hours per day. Coverage was generally res-
ponsive to requests.

(2) Close Air Support. During the operation 52 sorties were
flown under TAC (A) control and 187,250 lbs of ordnance was expended
against targets in the operating area. Close air support was available
as needed by the units in the field,

(3) Other C-47's and flareships were available, but the

reaction time was generally 30 minutes to an hour before the aircraft
was on station.

C. Artillery and Naval Gunfire

(1) Artillery support for the 1st Marines was provided by the
1st Battalion, 11th Marines (-) (Rein). On D-1, "B" Btry, 1st Battalion,
11th Marines end "A" Battery, 1st Battalion, 12th Marines, along with
one ARVN 105mm How battery and 4 ARVN 155mm Hows (Towed) occupied a
joint position on Hill 34 (YD 334459). Additional supporting fires
during the operation were provided by "A" Battery, 1st Battalion, 11th
Marines and "W" Battery, 1st Battalion, 11th Marines located in canton-
ment positions at ( YD 335504) and (YD 336495) respectively. General
support artillery for the operation was provided by 12th Marines from
DONG HA. A section 155um Guns (SP) of the 1st Provisional 155mm Gun
Battery displaced to the QUANG TRI airfield (YD 305558), and a section
175mm Guns (SP) of the 8th Bettalion, 4th Artillery Group, USA which
displaced to (YD 314552). The 1st Botitalion, 11th Marines Command
Group was located with the 1st Marines at (YD 338506),

(2) On D-1, the artillery prep of selected targets was
conducted from H-1 hr until H-1 hr. During this prep, intensive fires
were placed on L2's Buzzard and Dove. Total rounds fired during
Operation MEDINA were as follows:

MISSIONSSMKILLWP

4.2 Morter 11616541 15 -
6944105mm 48458 1033282

155mm Gan 563 19 126-CY

456175mm Gun 87- - -

TOTALS 8504 1364493 297 48

(3) No naval gunfire support was utilized during Operation
MEDINA.

4
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6. InteD.~genc:Q. 

a. Prior to the operation ib·i.r:,~~ bp.1.1oyCU that the enemy forces 
that '''Duld be encountered in the op(~J:'atioIl.al area w0uld be the 9th NV A 
Regiment~ :i.nclC'.(~:;.::ig tt's (5) organic r8gimental companies, the 3rd Bn, 
9th Regt (AlGi 41:':'t.h Bn), eha 814th En and B08th Bn. 11180 reported in 
the area. were 'b'~8 )1 st Br. (AKA T·-2 Sapper Bn) and thG TRIEU PHCNG Local 
Force Co:r:pa.r,.~t<. 'fh.;?S8 un:i. tn were reported in the HAl LJUJG Fore st area 
by III M/lJ?, 711 l\farTrj.y intellig8nc0 documents, local USA advisory uni is, 
ARVN soUrceG and numerous low leyPl ,'3gent reports. The total force 
anticipated in thP. objective are:'C ,.las a:9proximatel~r '1900 ~N A/V·C. It 
was thought that the enemy forces .Tould be located in base/rest areas 
within J3ase.ll.rea 101. FurtensiYe defensive ncrt.vau;k." as repOrted by· above 
mentioned som'ces J viere also anticipated. 

b. .Dt.rri.l1p; the ope1?8.tion two indications ofeneo.y unit designation 
were establjsl"\G(l~ Under inte::::rogation, three pO\.,r's captured by First 
Battalion, Thil"d M9,I'ines at 110830H at (YD 378842) indentifieo their 
organization as thp. 2d. Battalion, 9th t-w A Regiment (AKA 80eth Battalion). 
which they loca'~ea in the Yicinity of (YD 3440).. 1<il1ile 8Iveepine; a. base 
oamp at 15172~iH at ()J) 338384) Second Battalion, First Marines uncovered 
a green uniform shirt; 'lith "TROUNG ¥110K2", sewn into the left breast 
pocket flap. This indicates the presence of the 802d Battalion, 6th. 
NY A Regiment (AKA K2) in th9 area either before or d.uring the operation. 

o. :wring the (Ol.a'se of the opf::ra:i:;ion several enemy insta.llations 
,;/ere de.stroyeo.. Sig,nin .. <:-ant alIlU1.1..'1ts of \1eapOns~ eqd.j;Jr.:..ent and rj.ce 
were found. A brief descTi:pr:~.on of' these j.nstaJ .. 18t:iorw fr::lloV1S: 

( 1 ) 1] 

(2) Yn 

(3) YD 

(4) IJ) 

(5 ) YD 

(6 ) YJJ 

"j2j}F! 

)3,3:; 54 

33238l 

3,?"?f.1:;-

3!)539j 

34637(; 

DE"-::;tc.l";'orl size p·);-::i.t:i.on m&cte up Gf' 1>11 .. '1::-:8r8 
an d f()}~.h()~L e s 

E~;J0 CalC]? cont;,;::.l1ing 3,!lJllJ.uni tion, equ:i.pmont 
and. ri.ca 

Patrol base surrocmded. by bunkers and foxholes 

Base C !.laQ ~ontain.il1g weapon Ss a;nll:lUni tion, 
equ:2pm8:1t and :'?:ioe. 

-. 
~. 
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6. Intelligence

Prior to the operation it wee believed that the enemy forcesa.
that would be encountered in the operational area would be the 9th NV A

Regiment, including it's (5) organic regimental companies, the 3rd Bn,
9th Regt (AKA 416th Bn), the 814th Bn and 808th Bn. Also reported in
the area were the 31st Br. (AKA T-2 Sapper Bn) and the TRIEU PHONG Local
Force Company These units were reported in the HAI LANG Forest area
by III MAF, 30 MarDiv intelligence documents, local USA advisory units,
ARVN sources and numerous low level agent reports. The total force

anticipated in the objective area was approximately 1900 NV A/VC. It
was thought that the enemy forces would be located in base/rest areas
within Base Area 101, Extensive defensive notwork as reported by above
mentioned sources, were also anticipated.

b. During the operation two indications of enemy unit designation
were established. Under interrogation, three POW's captured by First
Battalion, Third Marines at 110830H at (YD 378842) indentified their
organization as the 2d. Battalion, 9th NVA Regiment (AKA 808th Battalion)
which they located in the vicinity of (YD 3440). While sweeping a base
camp at 151725H at (ID 338384) Second Battalion, First Marines uncovered
a green uniform shirt with "TROUNG 5.10K2", sewn into the left breast
pocket flap. This indicates the presence of the 802d Battalion, 6th
NV A Regiment (AKA K2) in the area either before or during the operation.

C. During the course of the operation several enemy installations
were destroyed. Significant amounts of weapons, equipment and rice
were found. A brief description of these installations follows:

(1) YD 323378 cache

(2) YD 338384 Unoccupied Regt Base Avea

(3) YD 332381 Debtalion size position made up of bunkers
and forholes

(4) YD 332304 Base calop containing ammunition, equipment
and rice

(5) YD 305395 Patrol base surrounded by bunkers and foxholes

(6) YD 346376 Base camp containing weapons, ammunition,
equipment and rice,

DECLASSIFIED
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d. The terrain in -the ,O!;8L·3.+,JOl]91 FL~eA, cor.:d <.Jr. of canopy throughout 
(approyimc.ttoly 60 ft high) w:i.th eparse under growth reaching approxi­
mately 8-10 feet. There Her,'} l:i:t'eG3 id.thOllt conopy -t;:,lat were characte:t' 
ized by heavy brush and ,,:ine;;: wtid, seL'iously hindered movemf'mt and 
obstructGd vi.sion and fields oi" t':ixe. In sorr;e a,:;:~'3a,j visibility '..ras 
limi tad to 8PPJ;'oximately n mt:c'8 tc nither side t' . T:1~n!e', 

Ivere numerous tJ:'ai1s~ 4-5 feet 'ir.i.d,' (:onsisting of har.cl packed (;arth~ 
-crave.r3inz the aL":'a .in d. ?,r,[l,e:ral ea:::t'~lvGst, Ewuthwest-northeast 
direction.. The WOt·.U,2r '';a~l aoove eye~,::a.ge for the seasonal period" 
There were three (5) separu-i;r.> inGLo.en~,8 Hhen the oper.ational HLZ 18 
were closed in fllX' puc:1.0rl.S cf '1-2 Lours becau.se of J.uvi ceiling anG. 
heavy winds., 

'f. MLssiQ.1?," 1 st }1E,,J: ( .. ,) (Rein) 0cmJ:u.Gis mul ti-lJattaJ..wn assault 
operations in coordina'l:ion/cooxpera"!:;ion with elements of rst AlNN ])iv, 
to locate, c1E:stroy a..'1d capture enemy forces, installations and logistic 
supplies vic ,;,nemy Base Area '10'1, EAI L/lNG Fo:r:-eet Reserve. 

a.. 1st ,lIj6,rim'Js (-,) (Rain) ()CnQ:Qct8 seal.'cll and destr.oy in a.t'ei~, of 
cperations with ::! Battalions landir'5 by heliborne assauJ.t vic J);" Dove 0 
Q~,e battalion p.L'cwide block.ilmg! screE.:1:i . .\lg force in designl;.L·i;od areas to 
NE. Upon conq:;letion of s<ie.rch and d.88troy operations cor .. t'~:,1UQ attaok 
TIlE to vic FeL. Be prepe.red to conduc.t screening oper9.t:LOI1R along axis 
of Route #1 as 6i t'scto:l. 

(1) B;y- 0:::1')01:'" D·1 ~j:')\lj,].t~ s8<''lrd1;.y f0'~' ~,;,e.'Lc J.a':lr'l::'ng c.f 1st 
Battalion, 3d .:r.~jr..0tJ (:.(~n:; g'1'Cl':;ed a!:'(eJa, 

(2) At I •• ·Bom', D·,<\,:;/ .land, vic L2, DO',r9 1 S8cura LZ, for sub­
sequent landing of '; st Bn,lTL j'm', conduct s9a:cch [;.l~d d9st:rOS' !')perations 
jn ,area H J SW of PI· :Flllil1 f~T pE.l'iod of about 4 de,yse Seize Regt'l 
objs in 2,one of kctj.on" e')o:rdl,nate ,.;ith Af,lVI\j Furce8vi~ obj 10 

(,'J') D ~ 'ht ,J,n. Qrd.8:r:~ :1tt~l:k in 2.one v.l' Action N~ of ?II Plum to 

(/~) Upon clos1ll'e PeL tJtf};-7~ be jJ.t'Gpared '1;0 concluct screoning' 
operations aloP.g Reub #1 t as ;LLi.'8Ctcd. 
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d. The terrain in the operational area condition of canopy throughout
(approximately 60 ft high) with sparse under growth reaching approxi-
mately 8-10 feet. There were areas without canopy that were character
ized by heavy brush and vines which seriously hindered movement and
obstructed vision and fields of fire. In some areas visibility was
limited to approximately 10 mtres to either side. Time:
were numerous trails. 4-5 feet wide consisting of hard packed earth,
traversing the area in a general east-west,west gouthwest-northeast
direction. The weather was above average for the seasonal period.
There were three (3) separate incidents when the operational HLZ
were closed in for periods cf 1-2 hours because of low ceiling and
heavy winds.

7. Mission. 1st Mar (..) (Rein) conducts multi-battalion assault
operations in coordination/coorperation with elements of 1st ARVN Div,
to locate, destroy and capture enemy forces, installations and logistic
supplies vic enemy Base Area 101, HAI LANG Forest Reserve,

8. Concept of Operations

2. 1st Marines (-) (Rein) conducts search and destroy in area of
operations with 2 Battalions landing by heliborne assault vic L.Z Dove.
One battalion provide blockime/screening force in designated areas to
NE. Upon completion of search and destroy operations continue attack
NE to vic FCL. Be prepared to conduct screening operations along axis
of Route #1 as directed.

b. 2d Battalion, 1st Merc (..) (Re:in)

(1) By 08001 D-1 provide security for held landing of 1st
Battalion, 3d Marines designated area.

(2) At I-Hour, DAY Land vic L2 Dove, secure I.Z for sub-
sequent landing of 1st Bn, 1st Mar, conduct search and destroy operations
in Area II, SW of PI Flum for period of about 4 days. Seize Regt '
objs in Zone of Action. Coordinate with ARVN Forces vic obj 1.

(3) D+4 on order, attack in Zone of Action NE of PL Plum to
vic FCL.

(4) Upon closure FCL by D+7, be prepared to conduct screening
operations along Route #1, as directed.

ASSIFIED
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c. 1 st En. '1 st Mar (-) (Rein.). 

(-I) 0!1 order 9 lQ.nd vic M, Dove, pass tl:Y'Ovgh 2d BatteJ.:Lon to 
the SE, cond.uct search and dG ["tX(;y operatiOl:'\3 ii.1 1':.'f~c. III, S\}l iJ:f PL 
Plum for period of abol.1t·l days to sabe Regt'l 01J;j '8 in Zone of Actiono 

() 1>+4, on orderj aiia.,j,;: in. /,ane of il.:;tion, llli of II, PluJ!l 
to vic FCL" 

(4) Upon closure J."GT: b,,-Dj-'l, -~)iJ prepared to cGl1cincb sor~el1:i.ng 
operations along Route #1 1 as directed. 

(1) 1&'10. by helo vi,.} T(I 395450 on D-1, lllGV,:: ·;~o a3signed 
assembly area. 

(2) l\')"jDg haul'S of darkness CAL 1).."1 move to blocking/screening 
position and c.:·na.'.J.ct blocking,! scrcetl~_ns opel'ationso 

(() Be prepar'l''':' ';;.) rrovide 1 ri.n.'7 Go a:3 Regt'l r8r.,;ElrVe l'or 
movemoo-c by hel0 or tru<:.' k~ 

Ge 1 st }~!b 4tb_lv~:1f!.g.i-1Cm!'i.n). !,\~G:i,,,c:,",;int: D-lli.y pr07ldG ~ ,--,:Ule 
company ana. 2 platoons for :;:;reening/ SGcuri ty operations t~ \'1 and SW of 
airfield" Return. ·t;o airfL;.i.~1 security sauh nigl'lt for dUT"ttO.n of 
operation. 

8,0 .98 ()c -~: Ccrurnandil:g C-Gneral, 3d ~.farj,nA ])iir:i: s.l.l1H app:r,;\'r:d l'irs-c 
l\:l9;rines Concept Gf Operations including D-Day/H-Hour. 

bl> ..Q:;L_Oct.~ Re..l:i.o ll--dny team displaced to relay staiiion, vic YD 
385256Q Due to inclement weather only a portion of th" team with 
securi ty and r G(lOnn personnel \-lure in sert cd on 9 Oct. The remaining 
personnej, wel'e e.i.sp}.aced on 'iC Oct. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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)' 
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C. 1st Bn, 1st Mar (-) (Rein)

(1) On order, land vic L2 Dove, pass through 2d Battalion to
the SE, conduct search and destroy operations in Area III, SW of PL
Plum for period of about 4 days to seize Regt 11 obj 's in Zone of Action.

(2) By D+2, develop obj E as a possible 17 for resupply.

(3) D+4, on order, attack in %one of Action, NE of FL Plum
to vic FCL.

(4) Upon closure FCI by D+7, be prepared to conduct screening
operations along Route #1, as directed.

d. 1st Bn, 3d Marines (a) (kein)

(1) Land by helo vic ID 395450 on D-1, move to assigned
assembly area.

(2) During hours of darkness on IL - move to blocking/screening
position and conduct blooking/screening operations.

(3) Be prepared to attack to the SW,

(4) Be prepared to provide 1 rifle Co as Regt '1 reserve for
movement by helo or truck.

e. 1st Bn, 4th Marines () (Rein), Commencing D-Day provide 1 piffle

company and 2 platoons for screening/security operations to W and SW of
airfield. Return to airfield security each night for duration of
operation.

9. Execution

Eo 08 Oct: Commanding General, 3d Marine Division approved First
Marines Concept of Operations including D-Day/H-Hour.

b. 09 Oct: Radio Relay team displaced to relay station, vic YD
385256. Due to inclement weather only a portion of the team with
security and reconn personnel were inserted on 9 Oct. The remaining
personnel were displaced on 10 Oct.
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(» There ,,'arc 11.(' iHcidents throuslwu:: the day, in any of 
the 'l.ones of .A.Qotion~ 

e. 12 Oct: tst J?n <'l,u} ~);J Dattalion8$ ~ H 1.:\:Tine~1 continued 
search and destroy C'perat·;_c.O<.l i.n ~ones of ·Acti,),' .. ':N ~IJ Plum while 1st 
Bn, 3d Marines continuea. bl(),"-:!o::.c.ni/ screening oI:e:catioae to the NE. 
Between 1850H and 1930H, ./)« 0, 'i/,i in aP :'lttR,ck ,)11 ~i-egt; i1 obj 6 oame 
under intense enemy 1':i.1:'(,. '1118 Uompeny \Li.tht1::t;vr to attack position. 
Theresul t of this action ;';·ciU 1 UStIe rail; 12 U'SNC ~nA C"r NonEvac). 
There was no confirmed enell!y count but heavy losses can be suspected 
due to olose range of heavy "i'olume of fire. k,U~r Co C, 1/1, met and 
engaged approxima'cGly :; enei;,y companies, w:i.th intense Sip. and P,!lv 
enemy fire. Co C~~ss'!..lm8(1_ (Jffensive/defensive position and was 
quickly reinforced by Ga D and the situation was ilJl..mediately restored.. 
During the evening End b.ll sar.ly morning an L2. Was cleared with the 
use of a power chain 8av; Uired. ~_ntoJ/1 POSit.i.O:l during the night. 
By early morning a correc::; cO:.mt of enemy and friendly losses was 
accomplished, thG result8 ,~ere 30 VC KIA (ConfL VC IaA (Frob) un­
determined, friendly CaSl: :.J.t~ ,~~ ','ere 8 USMC KIA, 39 USNC \.]H (Mad­
mac), 2 USM.1 W'IA (N'onEr'ac) ,'. 

f. J.1 OCJ: 

(-i) SeaT011 enJ destroy operat::l;n;.; (,\~ntjnued dnr:!..ng the iay 
with uni ts operating 3~J (If ~l[, Plnm. Ca::;u2J.-~it'[) for the Qa;y resulted 
in 3 VO KI1:l (Conf.L 14 liG KIA (P::;;cb), 1 G USMC WIA (JI13dEv'ac). 22 USMC 
"iJIA (NonEvae;), Co])~ 1/1 vic X'D 328369 during search found 2 AI-47 's, 
7 ChiCom gren[idesJ f\ AK~4r( ;p.Q.<;'c:~dn ed iA't1·(· ;20 _~r1.8, 1 B-40 rocket rdo 
At 1000H, Co DJ l/j quad ailiL'L1,;;h site 2~:;0t.ted '-!p"proximately ~~j indigenous 
per sonn el , some (1 of ~d:.i d; ';1nro 0;;].t'y_'ying \.if.)ap,:£~s. S;uad caE ed artiller y 
mission and estimated 'Jf) VC !rD .. (Prob)u Co A1 '1/3 patrol at 1655H 
while mOVing to ambH:~iJ 8-];)"" I'8ceivE.i.l S/.I~ f:Lre.. ij'he unit moved to 
alternate position"l ~iDd_ (·,i;.lr-:u 81mm Llo:d,·("(' mission) alter, se9l'ched 
area and found inc.i"a ti O.lW of 4 VC KIA (lJrob). 

(2) At 2330B" \:h:U 8 operations eontinueu 1..<1 "~!lf) W\.I LJilW 
For-est, the 1 st Bn, 4th Nar (Fwd) OP located at QUf;NG ~'B.I airfield 
received 25-30 rds of 82rrLin mortA.r fire. They immediatoly executed 
counter mortar battery fire. to surpress the; enenIY attack. Friena~y 
Cas'.l.alties totaled') USNCWIA (MedEvac)9 21 Usr·1C iHA (rJonE'lac). 
I-~here was no damage to the cri.:r.. f~ oJ.d o 

g. 14 Oct: Sea,:t'Cf! e,nd (i.u:;troy 0pel'atiuns contirrcled in Zone of 
Action with several s:te1ifice.nt 8':ont s" 

ill)~®\l,~~\P.'i")Y.·;': '.,: 
. 'ii!itii;gji;w 
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(3) There were no incidents throughout the day, in any of
the zones of Action.

12 Oct: 1st Bn and 2d Battalions, 1st Carines continuede.

search and destroy operations in Zones of Active, 3W FL Plum while 1st
Bn, 3d Marines continued blooking/screening operations to the NE.

Between 1850H and 1930H, Co C, in all attack on begt 1 obj 6 came
under intense enemy fire. The Company withdrew to attack position.
The result of this action was 1 USMC KIA; 12 USMC WIA (7 NonEvac).
There was no confirmed enemy count but heavy losses can be suspected
due to close range of heavy volume of fire. Later Co C, 1/1, met and
engaged approximately 3 enery companies, with intense S/A and A/W
enemy fire. Co C assumed offensive/defensive position and was
quickly reinforced by Co D and the situation was immediately restored.
During the evening and till early morning an L2 was cleared with the
use of a power chain saw lifted into 1/1 position during the night.
By early morning a correct count of enemy and friendly losses was
accomplished, the results were 30 VC KIA (Conf), VC KIA (Prob) un-
determined, friendly casualties were 8 USMC KIA, 39 USMC WIA (Med-

Evac), 2 USMC WIA (NonErac).

f. 13 Oct:

(1) Search end destroy operations continued during the day
with units operating SW of PL Plum. Casuelties for the day resulted
in 3 VC KIA (Conf), 14 VC KIA (Prch), 18 USMC WIA (MedEvac), 22 USMC
WIA (NonEvac) Co D, 1/1 vic YD 328369 during search found 2 AK-47 's,
7 ChiCom grenades, 6 AK-47 magazines with 380 rds, 1 B-40 rocket rd.
At 1000H, Co D, 1/3 squad anibrash site spotted approximately 25 indigenous
personnel, some of which were carrying weapons. Squad called artillery
mission and estimated 10 VC KIA (Prob). Co A, 1/3 patrol at 1555H
while moving to amburd sibe received S/A fire. The unit moved to
alternate positions and called 81mm monta. mission, alter, searched
area and found indivations of 4 VC KIA (Prob).

(2) At 2330B while operations continued in the HAI LANG
Forest, the 1st Bn, 4th Mar (Fwd) CP located at QUANG VRI airfield
received 25-30 rds of 82mm mortar fire. They immediately executed
counter mortar battery fire to surpress the enemy attack. Friendly
casualties totaled I USMC WIA (MedEvac), 21 USMC WIA (NonEvac),
There was no damage to the airfield.

g. 14 Oct: Search and destroy operations continued in Bone of
Action with several significant events.
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('I) 1730H, c,) J)) '/; rear man on squ~"~ ~atro1 returning to CP 
spotted. 2 VC, Squad ~'pened fire, killing 1 YO (Oonf) and 1 va KIA 
(Prob)r. 

(:2) I 820H" Co ]:,/." ,Jquad position 'JRlli8 unci.l:lr intense 
small o;rms f:Lr:(' .. Yic 'tD 52)55':';, ~c'h0. squad vns immsd.iately reinforced 
and intense fire ~·effi1.1ted it!. j. N;TL JC!:A (Coof) and I NVA KIA (Frob). 
Friendly casual ties wer,~ ;; USJ:.,lC KI4 and 5 US!»: WIA. 

(3) 'ic2()rl; Co D, 1.11, HUB aLLa.cked while set in defensive 
posi tions. A pai;rol l'rOln iiC' C9 1/1 ,'Cnroute to 1/1 UP for resupply 
Has in vicinity of the atb:k and tCl)k immediate action to reinforce 
Co D by firc~ The q'1cln~- :;mn.3dia"bely tori. thdrew. Resul ts of th:i.s 
action were 1 U8MJ i.TA) ';2 U:':li1G vIlA (i'{;dEhrac), 6 USMCWIA (NonENac ), 

~Trr KI (0 f) (\ '~". ''''"I /-p .) 2 ~HA A on'l3 __ .',VVA .',J!. ', .. ,T)l);. 

(4) "jjOOR, (k Hj 2/'1 .l.n the vicinHy YD 322278, found huts 
wi th supplies consi stille,' of "1~; p:lf)ks, 30 assorted uniforms~ 35 C'hiCom 
grenades, 2 Frwch gr:E:cJ.Be guns, ,t AK-50's, 2 SRS 7,62 ChiCorr: rifles 
and assorted fi91d ge;l.I'; clo-i;hing and documentse 

(5) Total casuaHien fer the JaJi ,.iere 3 USMC IaA, ~I USNC 
WIA (11:: dEll aC ), 7 US:MC WIA (]IT onl!.'v' a:J ) 9 6 NV A KIA (Gonf) 9 ~ NV AlITA 
(Frob), 1 VC KIt. (Conf) 9JJc1 :I VC KIJ,. (Frob)~ 

(1) li'rag OrcleJ:' 'G':l :jperat:Lon Order: ~~8·.G'.' W8.:S :~:::sn8dr, The 
concept envi sioneu the '1 c·,t l'k'.I'ine'j at H··30n:r. ('It. D+4 continuo the attack 
to the ME to-,raI'el HO'lctE: Ih. '8'~ B(.l;·c,~l:Oi:ll .; 81" h'.1r:7l.'lG',;: Wa'.i .:>.3.' l.jned the 
t k t ,.., ~.. l' I '( Y" "0 ' .. "{.') . I YD ~ -46') "" as .0 secure'1,~gu J, I))J 8 ,j ,LI '.J I,);'; M(l. 11) , ' )"::.; b,,~ ,-,y 
night of Dt-4 and to [,olltinue attack 1m to SRCUT;':' negt ':L obj 's 11 
(YD 324423) and '15 (YD 33~,~5)) oy ni.:;ht J{ Di-6o The 2d :Batt91io-'1, 
1st Ma.:dnesa:l:;t;.iaksto IIfF: to .0ecure Regt ':. ooj 1::; 9 (YD 3323g5)~ 12 
(YD 346405), 13 (YD 3c1'13(4) and '14 (YD 36443'1) by night of ])+6., 
1st Battalion~ }d Mar continues to conduct sew-:ch c:nd d8Gtroy 
operations vic 1)loc::i.ci.rlg position. 

(2) Dlring th8 remainder of the day, 2d Battalion secu~ed 
Regt 11 o~j 9 (YD 332385) and 13t Battalion continued ;:l,ttack to the 
NE tow'ard Regt'l o'!Jj 3 (YD 3C4)95)~ Co D7 1/3 at 15OQH, vic YD 
362443, found a tunnel containing 1 Chinese rifle NR A 678550, "i 
Shotgun (Wlk type) 7551 ~ 2 tra:1.';;':1.S+'Oi~ :cad:.i.o.;::, document s and grenades. 

: (' 
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(1) 1730H, Co D, 1/1 rear man on squel patrol returning to CP

spotted 2 VC. Squad opened fire, killing 1 VO (Conf) and 1 VC KIA
(Prob).

(2) uquad position came under intenseCo1320H,
small arms fire, vic YD 323368, he squad was immediately reinforced
and intense fire remited in 1 N!A KTA (Conf) and 1 NV A KIA (Prob).
Friendly casualties were 2 USMC KIA and 5 USM WIA.

(3) 1820H, Co D, 1/1, was attacked while set in defensive
positions. A patrol from be C, 1/1 enroute to 1/1 CP for resupply
was in vicinity of the attack and took immediate action to reinforce
Co D by fire. The enemy imnadiately withdrew. Resul ts of this
action were 1 USMC KIA, :2 USMC WIA (MedEvac), 6 USMC WIA (NonEvac),
2 NVA KIA (Conf), 9 NVA HIA (Prob).

(4) 1500H, Co H, 2, 1 in the vicinity YD 322278, found huts
with supplies consisting of 15 packs, 30 assorted uniforms, 35 ChiCom
grenades, 2 French grease guns, 4 AK-50's 2 SRS 7.62 ChiCom rifles
and assorted field gear, clothing and documents.

(5) Total casualties for the day were 3 USMC KIA, 21 USMC
WIA (MedEvac), 7 USMC WIA (NonEvac), 6 NVA KIA (Conf), 9 NV A KIA
(Prob), 1 VC KIA (Conf) end 5 VC KIA (Prob).

15 Oct:h.

(1) Frag Order to Operation Order 128.67 was issued. The
concept envisioned the 1st Marine3 at H.Hour or D+A continue the attack
to the NE toward Route #1. 'st Baltalion, 1ST Marines vas assigned the
task to secure Regt i obj's 8 (YD 504395) and 10 (YD 315466), by
night of D+4 and to continue attack NM to secure Regt 1 obj' 11
(Y) 324423) and 15 (YD 334455) by night of D+S. The 2d Battalion,
1st Marines attacksto NE to secure Regt 1 onj's 9 (YD 332335), 12
(YD 346405), 13 ( YD 371304) and 14 (YD 364437) by night of D+6.
1st Battalion, 3d Mar continues to conduct search and destroy
operations vic blocking position.

(2) During the remainder of the day, 2d Battalion secured
Regt obj 9 (YD 332385) and 1st Battalion continued attack to the
NE toward Regt'1 obj S (YD 304395). Co D2 1/3 at 1500H, vic YD
362443, found a tunnel containing 1 Chinese rifle NR A 678558, 1

Shotgun (unk type) 7551, 2 transistor radios, documents and grenades.
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(3) Co G, 2/1 at H25H, vic TIl 338yL~, .i.'ow.I(i assorted 
documents, food, cluthing and equipment, j,t1cluding (8) II-.I10 rockets 
with boosters, 2 )):IDH-10Soviet mines, Chj Com grcmades, d.rIa bTenades, 
160inm mortar complete, 1 "PN 44 ri fie, 'I i-tA'i' 50 surmaGl;i.lt::; e-:.m an.d 
entrenching too] o. 

Ct) 'l'otal Casl1.91 Ues for th.e daf \'fej~e 2 uar,c :~i:';~9 8 lJ8Jvn W!A 
(iYliadE-vClC), 7 TJmE:: Ir:,A CNonF:vac), 2 N\'A KIA. (C'_'nf), 9 N'VA Jail. (Frob), 
5 VC KIJ:. (Frob). 

i. 16 OC-(:;::Jaal.'d;, r;.n< destroy operation;; conti.nue,l ~o the NEo 
Casualties fo;' the dp.y 'ca11Jed 4 USMC WIAA1"BdIi.'vl'l.c), 2 VC KIA (Gonf), 
1 VC KIll (?rob), ? ind.:i.'.·ic')3i a:1d 1 crew se.cved weapons Wf:lo'R (·;aptured. 
At 1610H, Co Ev 2/1 j)8.tJ.'ol. point received 10 xC.s sTIlall D.i.lllC from 1 
ve. Returned. fi:L'e I·,sul.;L.::1.g;,l1 1 VC KIA (Conf). During ~p?.;rch of 
area, patrol lo\,ate rl a. h,,'se 0nmp with? J!rcmch S'ull machine guns and 
1 light rnac.hirco gun, 1'.lO<3;, ("~_'.lthing, etc 0 

(1) ':;.'he attacJ': continued '~o the J:r.it: I,tth 2d Battalion moving 
to secure Regtll obj's 12 (YJ) 3464C.l~) i::nri n (YD 3713011)9 1s~; 3at'!jalion, 
1st. J1I!er.inesa:i:fJ'lcked·cowaerl Regtl1 ob'j IS, 

(2) 1st I{'1t:'ir"ds rr-3ceiveJ CG 3ri }!18rTiv msg 1701 O:);;~ assigning 
1 st irarines security fOT C'iO"ANG TRI airfiEd d viae 1 st BattdiolJ.] !~th 
Marines. Plans ,.'rore ma<le to h"lilLft COIS ::; and III 1/1 :,:t 181200H 
for airfield 82cur:~<~< 

(1) 2d B8.ci.;a'L:"·';:-!f 1 s-;; ?:;ariw;;:3 c":at:;rmc,l stt:;-,,·.::k: ";~. t;-;,e J:~. 
Co's A and B and Pattbl.~0i.\ Ct-n:J. ("I.'p 01' ·if:J'.: l!attalion, 1f:L .I'b.r:~~os 'cQntinued 
attack towc.rc. R0gb!1 :'b.:j I.' ,.! ;:..,.'1-:1 15. : ·;t Bll, 4th N'lI'j:";;'.l continued 
search and dcs·c.roy operc.,I:ions to the W'e:;i cHill SouthWtJ8-:: of Q~),}NG TRI 
airfiel ... 1 in t.ho e):'ea of t~", ,H 'l''J RivElr 'If a.ll ey" 

(2) The heJ.ilj.f~ of CO IS C and D, ., fJt B1l1 1 S"G l-J9).' to the Q"iJJ,..l'W 
T1U a.irfield co;rur.erl'}ed a.t ! 51230H. Enerr.y force ;,) W91~'3 o:Lgl.:tecL jn the 
L1. at'8a prior tc Llftj airstrikes were C011;Ju"ted atld the helilift was 
comp.i.et r~d wi':,lwu t inciclan'r, > 't18 r9m~tinfL:;.I' of the 1 r-lt Bi'Lttall')o, 1 zt 
Me.l:i.nos oont..;xl1.l.~i.i.i;l:a.'~h: to I;E; ~o Pogt 11 obj 15 and moved en ';;0 Elll 34, 
artil18r;y' positio!1 ':'Uta C0!1dl.l.0-G::::1 mote:::' !ll?C'ch back to v~c QITI,lfG TRI 
airfieldo 

a 
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(3) Co G, 2/1 at 1725H, vic YI) 338334, found assorted

documents, food, clothing and equipment, including (8) B-40 rockets
with boosters, 2 MDH-10Soviet mines, ChiCom grenades, rifle grenades,
160mm mortar complete, 1 UN 44 rifle, 1 MAT 50 submaching gun and

entrenching tool S.

(4) Total casualties for the day were 2 USMC KEA, 8 USM) WIA
(MedEvac), 7 USMC WIA (NonEvac), 2 NV A KIA (Cont) 9 MVA KIA (Prob),
5 VC KIA (Prob).

i. 16 Oct. Search and destroy operations continued to the NE.

Casualties for the day tellied 4 USMC (MedEvac), 2 VC KIA (Conf),
1 VC KIA (Prob), 2 individual and 1 crew served weapons were captured.
At 1610H, Co E, 2/1 patrol point received 10 rds small arms from 1

7C. Returned fire Insuling in 1 VC KTA (Conf). During search of
area, patrol located 3 base camp with 2 French sub machine guns and
1 light machine gun, rice, clothing, etc.

j. 17 Octo

(1) The attack continued to the NE with 2d Battalion moving
to secure Regt '] obj's 12 (Y) 346405) and 13 ((YD 371304). 1st Battalion,
1st Marines atteched toward Regt 1 ob;j 10,

(2) 1st Marines received OG 3d MarTiv msg 1701032 assigning
1st Marines security for QUANG TRI airfield vice 1st Battalion, 4th
Marines. Plans were made to helilift Co's 0 and D, 1/1 at 181200H
for airfield security

k. 18.Oct:

(1) 2d Battation, 1st Marines continued attack to the NE.
Co's A and B and Pattalion Card Carp of 1st Battalion, 1st Vorinos continued
attack toward Regt 1 objis 11 and 15. let Bil, 4th Marines continued
search and destroy operations to the West and Southwest of QUANG TRI
airfield in the area of the AI TU River Valley,

(2) The helilift of Co's C and D, 1st Bn, 1st Mar to the QUANG
TRI airfield commenced at 1S123OH. Enemy forces were elighted in the
L area prior to lift, airstrikes were conducted and the helilift was
completed without incident, The remainder of the 1st Battalion, 1st
Marines continued attack to NE to Regt'] obj 15 and moved on to Hill 34,
artillery position and conducted motor march back to vic QUANG TRI
airfield.
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(3) At 134~)H, Co's G and H, 2d B3Lttalio:'l approllched Regt '1 
obj 13 (Rill as), !J9ad elements of Cn G 0ct:)nated a large mine result­
ing in 1 USM:: IaA a'1.d 5 USMJ vrIA (lYE dIs'v" ae ). Go H, 2/1 Floving in tr aoe 
and to the flanl: engaged an es-Gimatec. pl at. f) 0.'.1 c.j' IN ll. C'l! SW c Lope of 
Rill Ell).' The <"nelliy was tbrowing satchel Gha).'isB,., mid gJ~enadGsQ Co E, 
2/1 was .illJlL!.E:di,),t;ely Jispatched to lend ass'i.stanD8 tr; Co H? an(i 
continued tu mainta:Ln ()ontaC·C until darL Act::,or~ rC;-';':::.'l;r:;d in 10 USM) 
KIA, 18 Uf;~lC "nJI (::V:;"'u1~'ia0), 2 NVil KIA (C0uf), '12 INA ::I,A ('t,mb). 

I" 

(1) ?lJ. J3rl.ttq,'U,on, 1Gt. Ma,rinec contimtGd atta0k '1;,) thE: NE 
paRsed. thn:msh ~ st Elatt(-lL:l,1)[i9 jd .IvIarines d:cee<. io Houte /he'ia ID.l JIA).1'G 
for lw:':or ':nU)::'ct l.tt':~l'(ie: +0 CPg 

(2) 'i9'!20I)U~ ht BattAlion: 4tb ll-IaJ:ines al1rl 1st Battalion, 
3rd 11o.rinos nhol>PJd Opc:.)L 4th l'fat:'ines, 1 st BnttsJ,io~l~ 1 ~:;t r'Jarines 
assumed m.i.ssiouseeuri ty for QUANG TIlT i:i.i.:r:fjeld. 

(3) 1 st J'tU.':i.:llC;.,; conducted ext8~12'i,v8 ~;Qrnb;.1t patrol fJ/ambushes 
in asDigned p.ll·ti,(';D nf Rt:gt 11 T,AOB to the '''(Jst "'ftc' f]!! c1' ~d~cfield. 

(1) veOCH .. "; S,'j(!lt, f!xtens~i.vG 
condnc;t ed in RHc-;;'; i; T{,-C!i w hll 1 tgh t 
security of the:: 'tTJA!iJC ',I 1?.T J~i:rf::,E'ld" 

10. Results: 

a. USMC KIA 
b. usn; WIj~ ~, ~i~ :~i~.· "':1,:.' 

o!!' USlVIC \ofL'l. (N')!cl!:v a ,: 
d" NVr .<~ KIA (~')Ef .\ 
e. ve KIA ( Ccc( 
f~ NY!. KIA (Prot) 
·...;;0 ve KIA (Prot' ) , 

Detainees l..L(; 

" NVA POW ... ,,,.. 

;; ~ va POW 
i:¢. IlIG 
). ~J (!SWC 

>~j 
'j '/ {:-

53 
58 
6 

Tf 
~:6 
26 

?j 

1.: 
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(3) At 1345H, Co's G and H, 2d Battalion approached Regt '1

(Hill 85) > head elements of Co G detonated a large mine result-obj 13
ing in 1 USMC KIA and 5 USMC W.T.A (MedEvac). 00 H, 2/1 moving in trace

and to the flank engaged an estimated plateen of NVA on SW slope of
Hill 86, The enemy was throwing satchel charges and grenades. Co E,
2/1 was immediately dispatched to lend assistance to Co H, and
continued to maintain contact until dark. Action resulted in 10 USMC

KIA, 18 USMC WILA (Medivac), 2 NV A KIA (Conf), 12 NVA ZIA (Prob).

1. 19 Oct:

(1) 2d Battalion, 1st Marines continued attack to the NE
passed through 1st Battation, 3d Marines area to Route #1 rio HAX LANG
for motor maxob at 1008 to CP.

(2) 191200, 1st Bettalion, 4th Marines and 1st Battalion,
3rd Marines chopped OpCon 4th Marines, 1st Battalion, 1st Marines
assumed mission security for QUANG TKI airfield.

(3) 1st Marines conducted extensive combat patrols/ambushes
in assigned portion of Regt, 17 TAOR to the west and SW of sirfield.

20 One:Ith

0600B-1SDON, extensive combat retrol s/ authorizes were(1)
conducted in Regtis TAOR with light contact. 1st Battalion continued
security of the QUANG URT Airfield.

(2) 1800R Operation MEDINA secured.

10. Results:

a. USMC KIA 35
b. USMC WIA 174
C, USMC WIA (Non-ival) 58
do NVA KIA (Conf) 58
E. VC KIA (Cocf) 6
f. NV A KIA (Prob) 77

VC KIA (Pror) 2630
26110 Detainees

i NVA POW 1

XVC POWi.e

IWC 23Ke
CLASSAFIEDCSWC 3in

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

o 

m. Captured Enemy Equipment 

60mm mortars 
Al(;.·47's 
B-40 Rocket Launchers 
ChiCom 7.62L1>1;· 
ChiCom ~44 Carbines 
PPS-41 
9mm ChiCom pistol 
MAT 49 sm(FR) 
ShotgLUl (unk type) 
Grenades 
1'1-79 rds 
Assorted Clothing and Equipment 
Y.ed:Lcal Supplies 
D:>curner.t s 

11. Adndnistrative Matt9rs 

a. Supply. The administrative portion, of [;110 operation was 
adequate. The plan to lift 2 ros to objective 5v;aB P.ot accomplished 
due to change in tactical plans. An LSA WaS establisb,d at YD 338504 
by Company A (-) (Rein), 1 st Shore Party Battaliono ~i).~:JPly dumps were 
established for all classes of supply excp.pt CIa,BE) II non··,consumables 
and ClaSS J:!I.On D-2 build up of the LSi. ()OlIl!ller.er3d fr.om fi:"3U_1 DONG 
HA by 6.x6, tractor trailer ancl eH-53. The bu:i.H. ":lP Wa~j delayed 2 
days due to a bridge at YD 417478 bei::J.g washed out by heavy rains. 
The LSA was loaded and connnenc.:Hl resuj;:ply c'peraI;iV!:18 1.::1 1>+1 as 
scheduled. The purpose of f-;[;t,iblishing an. LSA at thi.s P(1 si tion Was 
to reduce turnaround-time and maximum utili~'-atjon ,;)f the CH-53. CH-
53's were utilized to resuppJ.;r l,2. Do'!8 cr.d 1'1O;:'e '~H~ntrolled by HST 
in LZ. A resupply poll:t '''''3,B :;'ocated at it?J :Uove ~..ri ":;h 2 DOS and 
replenished as requi.:.',~d. ·.:'Lei st anc1 21 Un's were rGsupplied from LZ 
Dove but this Was tin.:'=--'coy,';'ur.ri.i'g due to the ceDcain traversed. The 
1 st Bn, 3d Marines Was ref>uppl:L'ed di:L:ect from t.12.8 l,SA. 

b. Maintenance. Nainx'';Jlance WaS a(;(;o::nplisllOd in the field where 
possible~ When necessary items were sen'~ to ::;he lSA and returned to 
the parent organization forchocldng repairs or AVacuation to 3d echelon 
repairs. The major items were AN/PRC-25 accessories, 60mm mortar 
sights, M-60 machine guns' and .AN!PRC-41 IS. A limited maintenance float 
of PRC-25 radios Was provided by FLST!-1. 
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m. Captured Enemy Equipment

(2) 60mm mortars
(5) AK-47's
(2) B-40 Rocket Launchers
(1) Chicom 7.62 LMG
(5) ChiCom K-44 Carbines
(5) PPS-41
(1) 9mm ChiCom pistol
(3) MAT 49 SMG (FR)
(1) Shotgun (unk type)
(31) Grenades
(15) M-79 rds

Assorted Clothing and Equipment
Medical Supplies
Documents

11. Administrative Matters

a. Supply. The administrative portion, of the operation was

adequate. The plan to lift 2 DOS to objective 5 was not accomplished
due to change in tactical plans. An LSA was established at YD 338504
by Company A (-) (Rein), 1st Shore Party Battalion. Supply dumps were
established for all classes of supply except Class II non-consumables
and Class IV. On D-2 build up of the LSA commenced from FLSU-1 DONG
HA by 6x6, tractor trailer and CH-53. The build up was delayed 2
days due to a bridge at YD 417478 being washed out by heavy rains.
The LSA was loaded and commenced resupply operations on D+1 as
scheduled. The purpose of establishing an LSA at this position was
to reduce turnaround-time and maximum utilization of the CH-53. CH-

53's were utilized to resupply L2 Dove and were controlled by HST
in LZ. A resupply point was located at 12 Dove with 2 DOS and
replenished as required. the ist and 2d En's were resupplied from LZ
Dove but this was time consuming due to the terrain traversed. The
1st Bn, 3d Marines was resupplied direct from the LSA.

b. Maintenance. Maintenance was accomplished in the field where
possible. When necessary items were sent to the LSA and returned to
the parent organization for checking repairs or evacuation to 3d echelon
repairs. The major items were AN/PRC-25 accessories, 60mm mortar
sights, M-60 machine guns and AN PRC-41's. A limited maintenance float
of PRC-25 radios was provided by FLSU-1.
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UNCLASSIFI

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

·'fEGPB'& 

c. Treatment d Casualties and Evacuation and Hospitilization 

(1) 'lTeat1ll8nt. Cg3ual ties were handled in the standard, 
routine manner with all C8.3Ual ties of significant deeree being 
evacuated via heli.copter to central nedical far::ilities (l>-~d, 
Hospital Shipsy PHI' HAl, etc.) as directed by DASC, according to exist­
ing facilities. Helo evacuation seflt;led impossible, but Was the only 
means of eV'acuation, (lile to the mOlll'Lainous t.~rrain and high jungle 
canopy. :respite the p.xisting condi t:~ons, hE-:licopter evacation was 
most satisfactory and pe.Jl'form'3o. witb laudable skill by crews involved, 
even though, at timcf;, -:<.i1 und~:('8ira1.Le, but unavoidable! delay was 
involved. 

(2) A fOr\18f(lshock and resuscitation station Was established 
at I4. Dove. This SkfG:.on consisted of the necessary logistic geax, 
the "A" sections of the BAS'3 of 1/1 and 2/1, and directed and 
operated by the Regimelltal Surgeon. This facility was unable to . 
function for its intenced purposes, for the following reasons: (1) 
L2. Dove was unacc0}/vat)le as a medical support site. No tents could 
be erected, due to thp. terrain and the immediate AIl8mv 8i tUA.tion. (2) 
It was impossible to effectively transport casll~;li'- .:;~.f,~: ,"ho were greater 
than 500 meters s;'Way to '~e 12. Dove are~-i.~ Howeq,,1:r. ,:L, nedical 
personnel of the fo:r.."ard shoc1: a.nd resusui'tA.tiu.! fee:;; ',.ty l>Jere able 
to provide routir:e B.",.f~ &ll'e to the troops in t:ue Ill, :'-;';2 a.rer.;» The 
forvlard facility personne:L remained in pOS:l ~;i:;tl tor Lhe f'j:cI:rii 4 days 
of the operation and "'8L'8 then extracted. ':i'2C'.;3.~J.S(- ,'If j.o.l'"('~·ased mobility 
of the troops at Ly, Doyoo 

d. Casual t~J~~.l!E£.ti-,-U£~o No l:JigLI.J,l:i.c3,n'J; pr6ule::;!s ;'\jL'F encountered 
in the ac tuBJ. 1:;~.t::1 'itQcH;'t; ,Ji' u 'l~t'.f-:;l tiC:) 8;, tt,.E: i~ ":i,'.,.,c·0:-;. -;',.:,(':1. an:l/ or 
hespi tilizationo Ho\';e~·(jr. l::;(liJ:, >",;';'i,i:':: pr0hl.aws ,\'t-,pe "·"!.l\ormtered in 
the reporting of Gas'ilQl tins '~o[~h:~ )1.V }:::"lTiL" 'L'::,.i.fdol: • .i':1,suaJ. ty 
Reporting Contro:, ContE:r {·.JliGi; L r.'Ci.:CL'lC;:o t,~ 8ub;n:Lt tLuel:;r casualty 
reports and follow· ';lP i-3.o,:.u:.n:tot:.' :J:~1'1J(" ~il';!,i. i~e:rB WI3,f:! ~L.i8 r:: ~:he initial 
non-availa.bility of S-arvice anll E"'::1i t;]-: R.G,)O't'd:.E l.r:~E: rC'Jori ty of 
thf)se records were not locFl-ced with pArent unii;8~ but ViI')re spread 
along "Rough Rider" (:1.(11'(7'] p,n,u s~r.,~ed. .;~l _,~e,·ty: sTea pending completion 
of the relOcation of 1st Marines (._) (Rei,n) f:t'om ti18 D.A NANG TAOR to 
·;;he Q,UANG 'ITtI TAUt, 

d" Communlcat.ions 

ID. 
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C. Treatment of Casualties and Evacuation and Hospitilization

(1) Treatment. Casualties were handled in the standard,
routine manner with all casualties of significant degree being
evacuated via helicopter to central medical facilities (D-Med,
Hospital Ships, PH BAI, etc.) as directed by DASC, according to exist-

ing facilities. Helo evacuation seemed impossible, but was the only
means of evacuation, due to the mountainous terrain and high jungle
canopy. Despite the existing conditions, helicopter evacation was
most satisfactory and performed with laudable skill by crews involved,
even though, at times, ail undersirable, but unavoidable, delay was
involved.

(2) A forward shock and resuscitation station was established
at L2 Dove. This station consisted of the necessary logistic gear,
the "A" sections of the BAS's of 1/1 and 2/1, and directed and
operated by the Regimental Surgeon. This facility was unable to
function for its intended purposes, for the following reasons: (1)
L2 Dove was unacceptable as a medical support site. No tents could
be erected, due to the terrain and the immediate enemy situation. (2)
It was impossible to effectively transport casualties who were greater
than 500 meters away to the L7 Dove area. However, the medical
personnel of the forward shock and resuscitation facility were able
to provide routine BAR care to the troops in the 15 Ivare area. The
forward facility personnel remained in position tor the :first 4 days
of the operation and were then extracted because of increased mobility
of the troops at If Dove.

d. Casualty Reporting. No signaficant problems were encountered
in the actual treatment of cashelties. their evacuation and/or
hospitilization. However. submitted problems were encountered in
the reporting of casualties to the DIG Marire Division Usualty
Reporting Control Center (CROC). Failure to submit timely casualty
reports and follow-up administrative tagtiers was due TO the initial
non-availability of Service and Sealth Recordina The Injority of
these records were not located with parent units, but were spread
along "Rough Rider" acrons and staged in year area pending completion
of the relocation of 1st Marines (-) (Rein) from the DA NANG TAOR to
the QUANG TRI TAOR.

Communications

(1) General, Operation MEDINA presented a dual challenge to

(b)
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communications, 'C5.lIi'21YI the mTJc~ainous, h'3Elvy fore stEld area of 
operations and t':lat the opGratic:1 Was con""l'olled from th"l 
Regimental bai'J8 ca L'lP 1 ,'lh:Luh WClS ::till in the initial r:crnmr!nications 
build-up stage~ 1111~cee sti?PS i,rero:J taken to ensure adequacy of FM 
radio eOlIllllU.nication:3" F:iJ:8t~ a relf'\Y B:l t.e was selected at YD 
384256 which had prGviouf31;y been used by the :lPourth H:1.l'ines and 
Third ReconnaissanneB.n ar..d wh:L0h \<',3.8 knOHll to provide line of sight 
communicatioHf3 to the J1egt CPo Thi:; sHo also commands the objective 
area from the ~:iOuth but at a range further than desi-rable. However, 
as being the be st 2.:va'U r:~b18 ";ite, it; ""as rl8vBloped b;oT the helicopter 
insertion of a security element and manual retransmission teE!llls for 
selected radio nets. Secondly, three PRC-25/MK-456 automatic retrans­
mission sot-ups pr()""rj,d"1(]. for the operation from 'Jst r'hrDiv were also 
inserted, but did net si.gnj.f:j,i~antly improve Gl)nnnunications because of 
the weak signal from the operating p.rea. I'as'::; tlJ8 Regt Command Net 
l~as activated (HF-SSB) i'!,arl thp Battalions took a:J. HJ? capability into 
the objective area. If cOIlliIrtJ,nications fp:i1ed, the.!J,' contact~o1.ila be 
maintained over the HF con:mand. ne.t. Throughout the course of the 
operation, adeq~late :F'rII x'adio CO!l1lllWlications \;ere maintained although 
there were short pe:ciodo of time 1tlhen manual relay stations 1",ere 
emplo;yed. 

(2) LeSSOL\;3. :~j§': .. !2,D.Ded..> Va.lust:lle Ie 88 011::, g.bCl''/}i,( J';:'opagation 
of }I',H :radio signals in. h8avily fOl:es'ee,], 1;erX'8,:Jn',·",u:r, L'~'c,:,.n~)d. 

Generally the S8 wero 'ij,,, t1G nat:ure of :i.:r;:p:(W1..:1g" 'th(:; 2,,')'j,n',IJ.::, on the 
:~adio set as IJ]),ch at;;; :(!';ssH-,h, ~ihil() ed; :;, r:al t" In"-t,,,,j}":ctj.,')n of very 
short (two mast section) RC,"292 ['.nt;on.ru~,0 s:i.{!"r..::,f:ic ;;l'!:;ly :i.m:p~O'res 
communications because of '~ll':' ground. }}J.ar:,G c-)lfiilI,'n<; 10' (.r' "vh.e t'.ntenna, 
even though an'C';1!lD..3,. b?i8.b~s :1:,: :'1,O~; 3:Lgl;.:i"C~;:·,c,clt;1:,," :;;')(;':")r-~,li"'d. This 
also lightens the ] o::,~l of tl1'~ ':l.Jlr,E)n;J:l~, ciS tJl',' iJaL;':::l"J 'Jf 1;h8 mast 
sections need not br., ul::.:<or:l.ed", }~ l)f)"~::ti,,i~;,,;! m'l ,xci '),,1 'Lo t'Je p.:';)'blem, 
which depends on hel.tccpt€X ava:Ll..ab:D. J (;,Y!, 1(()1]I'). 1),3 to :i.Xl.sert the 
PRC-47 by helo wh.'3n C:c unit estebL,'111s'c":' :::Jc,:;ki"')[j c;n~, '3 .. d;c::=.ct it by 
tho flame me'ans prim.' to tbe 111.1..< i,; lI)O"l5.L;,~ out. 2Dil ::::td,ic back-,un is 
,~cnsidered necessary to Battalions when. 0p8:c'(4;;:~,t.: .. s in tU .. t~ typ~ 
terrain because of t1:1€,cl0lJleti!:n8s JlJ.::i .. rgil!&.~ COillOllV",j,CI?,C'jO:iE4 ava:i.lable 
b;y- J<'M radio. 

l,~".)t'eoi~ Eou.i.pm:mt arJ.d_~l)n~~\1' Ori trw eV8ningoi' t2 Oot 67 
\]}!-1. , a IbCulloch ohain saw~ :NOD 9~) Wan heJ.il.i..fted to Co C1 1/1' 
position to clear an LZ for evaouation of casualties. \.forking most 
of the night, the company cleared a heavily forested area into an 
acceptable LZ for ~hdevac purposes. 

"I=: 
I,' 
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communications, namely, the mountainous, heavy forested area of

operations and that the operation was controlled from the

Regimental base caup, which was still in the initial communications
build-up stage. Three steps were taken to ensure adequacy of FM
radio comrunications. First, a relay site was selected at YD
384256 which had previously been used by the Fourth Marines and
Third Reconnaissance Bn and which was known to provide line of sight
communications to the Regt CP. This site also commands the objective
area from the south but at a range further than desirable. However,
as being the best available site, it was developed by the helicopter
insertion of a security element and manual retransmission teams for
selected radio nets. Secondly, three PRC-25/MK-456 automatic retrans-
mission set-ups provided for the operation from 1st EarDiv were also
inserted, but did not significantly improve communications because of
the weak signal from the operating area. last the Regt Command Net
was activated (HF-SSB) and the Battalions took an HF capability into
the objective area. If communications failed, then contact could be
maintained over the HF command net. Throughout the course of the
operation, adequate FM radio communications were maintained although
there were short periods of time when manual relay stations were
employed.

(2) Lessons Learned, Valuable lessons about the propagation
of FM radio signals in heavily forested terrain were learned.
Generally these were in the nature of improving the entenna on the
radio set as much as possible while at à halt. Installation of very
short (two mast section) RC-292 entennan significeatly improves
communications because of the ground plane elemente or the antenna,
even though antenna beight is not significantly increased. This
also lightens the load of the antenaa, as the balance of the mast
sections need not be carried, A possible solution to the problem,
which depends on helicopter availabiliby, would be to insert the
PRC-47 by helo when a unit establishes R postion and extract it by
the same me'ans prior to the unit moving out. IIF radio back-up is
considered necessary to Battalions when operating in this type
terrain because of the monetimes marginal communications available
by FM radio.

12. Special Equipment and Techniques. On the evening of 12 Oct 67
(J)+1), a McCulloch chain saw, MOD 99 was helilifted to Co C, 1/1
position to clear an LZ for evacuation of casualties. Working most
of the night, the company cleared a heavily forested area into an
acceptable L2 for Medevac purposes.
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J;;f\ rornnander IS Analysis 

$t~ GOl1csl2i. Th(; l!iyision Concept f0I: OpeI2.r.iun l18DI};!1. WaG excellent 
as far as th~ d.f;po~iHion of both YJarine arid l!.lNU fm'cp.s ",ere concerned. 
Tho time sleIrdnt i'm' the execution of the raission 'las not sufficient 
for the search 0,ncl c).()stroy mission in the ar8a of operations nor \'as 
it sufficien·~ for mc:v8lilDut to designated. ore8,S for futuro operations .. 

ReCOL.'l:Hl}1ri!::...i!.iogu li'u1.:ure plaJLtlir.g foX' op8ratioilS Lr:l Base lirea '101 
should be for a minimum of t.wo weeks durC:l.tion. Three to four weeks 
would be desirable. 

h 0 Forces. \lihUe the rcdnforcemen·~ ca·oabi.lity of C~1e battalion 
to anoth~';'questiomiiJle> l1ue to terrain/vc>e;etation, the illore 
forces located in the· al'Gcl insure a more thorough cove~ and 
cause the NV A to divid_G his 8.:lTailable forue .. 

Recommendc;:hor:. L Il1:J.rrimum of hl'O (4) COJ..:1P'tI,y Battalions bo 
employed. in the inrnodj.:'1te ()bjo0tivc area. 

Co pelicopters. Pel'formed in an outstandj.ng 1.Th.:J1l>,).1' tho flay 
of insert and a.t o-Ciwr tJmG t'~ "Ihen availaole. 

Rc;co!l1.-:rle.nda~tior.!., Hc~1 icopcor aVaiLil)j~ i Ly- :'1:1<; l; 1: H (~, .I[lsistant 
end in a dire:;t snpport ro10Q,<?(;}ieho~r:L'thG ::~fJc'r:;~·tl.":.'j., A :.i~~ni.rm.ul 
of four H-34 8..ircrsft Sh'~~.1.·I.d olv:ays ·be avani.L~,lc; ), (;cJ.l tel the 
Regimental ConWlf1l1doJ:.' , 11;.:.::) of eour se 9 J. 'j L)1' 1::g:;_ 3'i;jJ~ impport and 
air ~econnaiS8a;K!0 b;y 0-1J. F'l'i t (:omma~dors pr:io:r.' tr. I.i:lc!. ctxr:'inf, the 
operation. 

do fUr Obser:'vlilt.;h'2D i\;!.:t.'l:.~fj;,,~.(~)~i::.t.),o Tlh') (;l)li-~~:tlmticn. t:hat 
an a:ir observ~r C8,fJ ~,,1,},:;1 to thj i; ':~~iPC U· ('}J(YCi; l::i.Y) 5.:::, ~m.:.i!liited and 
has e. direct effoct 0::'1 thp G'l.i.C(·Od:' cf ((J;'!mIi.tt(,3 ,,:.eOUGIJ. ,f·(:':;,cs" 

~~ll.~:tiGi} .. Pl8)iC r:TUsi; :illcludc;: &".;) a.vd:;.lE::i.~j.::.:i.·';y from 
~wn to sunset over the objective area. 

eo Logistic Support. vJhile no problem in ~ kc'li, ·chc; '}31ivcry 
of· supplief'l equipment and the extraction of emmy dOCleJ1:entG 1 woapons 
and. material is directly related to tho heliccj)ter "hen ~.+: is needed, 
not when it is available. 8il several oc casionS 1 ta0tical movement 
W2,S hal teo. or otherwise inflU0n.ce d by the lsv:lk of helicopters ~lhen 
n.eeded. Troops could not loav8 one Helo LZ in sufficient time to 
arrive at another before latEJ evening. Consequ(l:1..t1y, on my order, 
they did not mOVe at ,,,:1. 
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15. Commander 's Analysis

E. Concept. The Division Concept for Operation MEDINA was excellent
as far as the disposition of both Marine and ARVN forces were concerned.
The time element for the execution of the mission was not sufficient
for the search and destroy mission in the area of operations nor was
it sufficient for movement to designated areas for future operations.

Recommendation. Future planning for operations an Base Area 101
should be for a minimum of two weeks duration. Three to four weeks
would be desirable.

Forces. While the reinforcement capability of one battalion
to another is questionsible, due to terrain/vegetation, the more
forces located in the area insure a more thorough coverage and
cause the NV A to divide his available force.

Recommendation. A minimum of two (4) company Battalions be
employed in the immediate objective area.

O. Helicopters. Performed in an outstanding manner the day
of insert and at other times, when available.

Recommendation. Helicopter availability must be consistant
and in a direct support role throughouth operation. A minimum
of four H-34 aircraft should always be available DY call to the

Regimental Commander, This of course, J.S for logistic support and
air #econnaissance by all unit commanders prior to and during the

operation.

d. Air Observation Aircraft. (05-1). The contribution that
an air observer can sale to this type of operation is unlimited and
has a direct effect on the success of committee ground forces.

Recommendation. Plans must include: 40 availability from
dawn to sunset over the objective area.

Logistic Support. While no problem in itself, the delivery
of supplies equipment and the extraction of enemy documents, weapons
and material is directly related to the helicopter when it is needed,
not when it is available. On several occasions, tactical movement
wa.s halted or otherwise influenced by the lack of helicopters when
needed. Troops could not leave one Helo L2 in sufficient time to
arrive at another before late evening. Consequently, on my order,
they did not move at all.

Recommendation. See paragraph 13-B

15
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F, GOIlllr.unications. With few exceptions, cOll1llllmications were 
execellent throughout. the Qperation. .A relay st;ation~ esta:blished 
to the :=;uclt:h l ';'8.2 u.3ed 8!"d proIed val uabl'J G 

~::;Olllm::JncJ.atiQn. Im:iert ;;{elay teaw, consist:i,(.",' -':'.~ :>:,epl·ssent~,., 

atives of both Ms..rine 311dt-llVN forces on £.igh grom.r; :::vm'iJh",est of 
Base Area 'IO'j ~ 

Go Ge:1.8raL j: believe that .~1::".l'lnes l1lU.st ·:;pe:::'stro .in this area, 
on occasi~on, b~t; not toe; frequently. Th8 inse~"i:;ion of' a major force 
into an area mosi suited to the NVA/guerrH18 tactic is questionable 
unil.ess we are prepared '::0 accept a kill ratio lower tha.':'l. 'bh&t D.o:cmally 
achieved by M3.rine fO::::r:.8S. vT:i.th the exception 0i' 'che flexibility and 
fire power inherent in Ivarine artillery a...'1d. ~1.:tr), the ntml9rioa,'l. 
superioritY9 employnl7nt of organic weapons and thA t".choa1 mobility 
and variety of formations nort1aLly used by Hqriae infantry CeT_uot 
be e:n:r,ployed to nri.ninmm effediveness. 

Ifec;olDJ?l:~.atj,on,. ~Fh8.t :)perations i1:. Base Ares. 
attempted during any portion of thl') J1l.0nsocm. season .• 
operations of lengthy duration? [be planned foT.' 8A."cJ./ 
fall ,)f '~968" 
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F. Communications. With few exceptions, communications were
execellent throughout. the operation. A relay station, established
to the south, vas used and proved valuable.

Recommendation. Insert Relay teaw, consistics of represent
atives of both Msrine and ARVN forces on high ground southwest of
Base Area 101.

Go General. ) believe that Marines must operate in this area,
on occasion, but not too frequently. The insertion of a major force
into an area most suited to the NVA/guerrilla tactic is questionable
unless we are prepared to accept a kill ratio lower than that normally
achieved by Marine forces. With the exception of the flexibility and
fire power inherent in Marine artillery and air, the numerical
superiority, employment of organic weapons and the tactical mobility
and variety of formations normally used by Marine infantry cannot
be employed to minimum effectiveness.

Recommendation. That operations in Base Area 10% not be
attempted during any portion of the monsoon season. that two major
operations of lengthy duration, be planned for earl I summer and late
fall of 1968.

E. 7. COCT
By direction
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