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Tos Commandant of the Marine Corps (Coder AD3D)
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Subj: Oommand Chronology
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Encl: v(1) 1—31‘ December Command Chronology
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PART I

CHGANTZATION DATA

 DESIGNATION

1, 1st Marines (Rein) 1-31 December 1968

2,

SUBORDINATE UNITS

HqCo, 1lst Marines
1stBn, lst Marines
2ndBn, 1st Marines
3rdBn, 1st Marines

LOCATION

3¢ Kew Billets -

lie

Conmanding Officer

"Executive Offiéer

S=1/Adjutant -

S5~2

s-3

8-l

-5
Communications Officef

Lir Liaison Oificer

Regimental Chaplain

Headquarters Commandant
Headquarters Company

‘hversge Monthly Strength

Officers Enlisted
A E

1~31 Dec 68
1-31 De¢ 6B

1-31 Dec 683

1-31 Dec 68
1-31 Dec 68

1e3) Dec 68
1-31 Dec 68
1-16 Dec 68

" 17-31 Dec 68

—

COMMANDER

Col R. G, LAUSYER

1stit C. N, HOKPHIS

LtCol A, 4; LAPORTE JR.

- LtCol J. Ey POINDEITER

LtCol T, £ BULGHR

OUONG SON (2), RVN

Col R« G. LAUFFER

LtCol W, A, HEYIR

- Capt Be W GREGORTUD

1-31 Dec 68

1-31 Dec 68

'1-31 Dec 68

1-31 Dec 68
1-31 Dec 68
1-31 Dec 68

"~ 1=31 Dec 68

1-31 Dec 68

1-1
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Officer

Capt &. D. SaNFORD
Capt Jo M. UDARSELL
Maj J. K. REILLY
Maj L. R. HUTTON
Capt .R_. ¥, ENDERT
Maj J. T. MCHALIS
Maj he e LiTTHETEA
CDR &, W, ROBEATSON

1stit C. N, iORPHIS

usH

11

. Enlistod
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Personnel and Administration

Enemy, Weather and Terrain

Operations (inclﬁdes Air and Ar.tillery)

Training

Logistics

Civil Aff airs/Civic Action

Communications-

DECLASSIFIED

-4

3/FCF/fust

5750

‘Section A

Section.B

.Section C

Section D

Section B

Section F

Sectim G



DECLASSIFIED

= —

—~

DECTAREIFIED

1.

Personnel

e Averagg Nonthly Strength

. PART II
- SECTION &

PERSONNEL £ND 4DMINISTRATION

~ usue UsN
WIT OFF T AL OFF AL
HqCo 22 © 227 2 6
. 1stBn - 33 1069 3 57
2ndBn 31 1063 3 KT
3rdBn 33 1048 -3 56
be Casualties o
" BAITLE . NON-BATTLE
KIi Wii HIA DOW ' SEAIOUS NOW-SIRIOUS DEATH TOTLL
S o o - o R + N T ~ el -0 T127
c. Replacements Received usmc 7USN'
» SRISCONS 2ceLv) OFF AL OFFENL
| | EYA 7 z %
d. Rotation during month 11 270 1 18

e. Personnel Sumnary.

personnel strength was as follows: 123 Officer, 3
Marine Corps and 11 Officers, 167 Enlisted - U.S. Navy. Normal
,replanament proccdures were in offect,

2.

Legal and Dlsc

ipline

NJP
SCM (Completed

-5C (Pending)

SPCM (Complete
SPCM (Pending)
GCM (Completed
GCM (Ponding).

Investigations (Completed)
Investigations (Pencing)

Hawaii
\ustralia
Kuala Lumpur
Singapore
Penang -

)
d)

)

The following is a

~ Hqlo |
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Okinava 1 L 1l 3
Tokyo 1 6 6 5
Taipel 1 9 9 8
Hong Kong 1 1 14 14
Manila 1 -2 2 2
Banglcok L 19 - 20 20

CHAPLAIN SUPPORT

)

Chapiaihs Attached:

(1) Regimental cmpla.mo CDR. Alls W, ROBERTSON, CHC, USH 12-6-68

(2) 1st Battalion: "LT. Aldon E. PURDHAM, CHC, Usilk
(3) 2nd Battalion: | LCDR. Avthur B. PEPPER, CdC, USMR
. (4) 3rd Battalion: 'LT. Vincent P, uﬂRLOCK, CHC, USNR

b,

Ce

Divine'Services'Gonductéd'by the Regimental Chaplain:

(1) Sunday Services:

"Noe Iy Attendence: 105
(2) Weekday Services:
. Noe 2 Lttendances 128 .
{3) Holy Communion: ~ 51 .

| 'Qelated Letivities:

y (1) Distributed gift boxes from individusls end religious

organizations. Distributed Red Cross gifts to men in
Regiment, Distributed USO glfts to men in Battalions
end Regiments _

(2) Ancricﬁn Red Cross messages hendled: 2

-{3) Renovation . of 1nterior of chapel 1s nmaking sutluiactory
: progress,

(4) Sixteen (16) men atiended the Billy Grehem Service at
: ~ Freedom Hill. '

- (3) visited with Battalion Chaplains,

Pastoral Activitiess

'Q(l) Personal Counseling Cases:s 7
- (2) Pastoral typc letters and "Thank You" notes: 9

I1.4e2 Enclosure (1)
|  SECRET
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EFEMY, WEAITHER AND TERRAIN

C1. ENEMY. Generals  Vith the excepltion of Operation ME LR RIVER a

lull in enemy activities existed during the first 2 weeks of Iecerber,
but increased slightly prior to Caristmas., sSignificant coniacts were
few, short-lived, and gquickly broken off by the znemy. Znemy tewrorist
and propaganda activities surged slightly during the month., Tost enenmy .
encounters: consisted of small units of VC/MVi in isoleted conbacts
throughout the TAOR. sniper and harassing fire from s/i's and 4/1 were
prevelent. Toward the end of the month much of the enewy delivity was
directed at CAP units. The eneny continues %o avoid large scalc contacts
wifh Harine Forces. ‘ I

. a. 4 total of 389 incidents occurrcd in the T OR during Docesbor,
This was z decresse from 528 incidents reported in November, J incldents

.: occurcved during the Christric coase-fire, (Sco Significant Bvenio, Derd
177 section Q). '

b, - SFD's continued to ceuse the majority of Morine casvaliics,
total of 129 SFD's were found and 33 detonated in the 1st IMarines 0.

total of 87 fOLmd/_ detonated during the ronth. The 3FD's encouniered

) vere of varionz types. The most common SFD's were improvised from V.3,
. ordnence including one 750 lb boumbh rigged zs an SFDs . veriecty of homee

mate SFD's vwere also found/detonated; the favorite type was coastrucied
of C-Rat cens filled with plastic explocives, glasgs and ietal pants.
Trip wires contimne to be the most popular method of erployment on. the.
sualler SFD's while larger ordnance usually utilized pressure type fuses.

. ¢.. One attempt wes mede at destroyihg o bridge during this reporiing
perioG, A4 cluster of weter lillies was utilizeds in estinated 10
. explosive charge was abtached and floatel down river towerd the Tu

-

Bricge. The 1lilly pads were taken under fire wiih ,3/ Ale and 120 gronsleg
by bridge security personnel, resulting in a secondsry cxplosion,

los
Can

. 4. There was 1 rocket firing dwring Deccriver, fror within the 1ai
Yerines TiOR. ‘The rocket firing originated from the 2ad Battalion 40
Cand impacted vic Marble lountain gir Pacility. 1 confirmed rocket site
wes found which consipted of 4 holes 345' X 2,5' x 3,5' oriented on an
azimith of 6400 mills, The bottoms of the holes were slanted 45 Cegrecs

3,

to the Noxth. 10 small fighting holes encircled the rocket site,

€. 3 incidents of mortar fire occurrcd during the month. A1 3 _
involved 60m morters. -1 insident occurrcd in the ot Batbolion L0, e
other 2 were in tac 2nd Batitalion 20,

f. Enemy units ddentificd as operating in the 1st M.rincs TiOR were
clenents of the 36th WV: Regiment,” with unite from thé R-20.Bn, T-39

ry
B
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Sapper Bn, Q02 Bn, and the~x-16.Loca1 force eonpanq;

boundry

Ee
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Incidents 1 - 31 Dec 68 .

. significant Contacts’

, »Harassihg.Fige O

Sniper

: WS/TMS

Mines/SFD's |
Rocket Attack

Enemy Sightings

- Other .

® - h.

- TOTAL

Enemy losses 1 - 31 Dec 68 -

(1) Personnei o

(a) Total Detainees =

| _cxv DEF
31NN cIv -
. CHIEU HOI :

(b) KIA

S
s
e
162

32
%5
1l

213
-
15
192
c 2

0

(2) Weapons, Equ:.pment and Ordnancc

- (a) e
oMk

sKs
AK-LT

"
2

2

12

TI-B-2

. DECLASSIFIED

Indioetiono oxo

that the 31st Regiment may also be moving into the AO on the western

IEE

Pﬁpros\
SEERRET Jt

a2((E

ihi

FIED



DECLASSIFIED

{4

Lﬁlﬁﬁgﬁ

V=16 2
9mm Pistol 2
/45 cal Pistol 1
+38 cal Pistol o
W79, | E
it 2

(8) cswe : 2 -

B~40 Rocket Launcher 2
(e) Byuipment Captured

Miscellancous medical supplics

., Uniforms, clothing and 782 gear..
14;000 pounds
(3) Fecilitics
(a) Bunkers 54
(b) Mamcls 16
2, WEATHER. During December 'bhe woather had little or no cffect on cnery
and friond y operations. fThere was a total of 2,83 inches ddring the

month, Average tempcraturcs for the month werc 819 for the high and 729 for
the low, Jverage humidity was 96% and visibility wes good to excellent.,’

3, TERRAIN, The majority of the TAOR consists of flat rice arowing paddy=

land dotted with numerous small hemlets, patched by bamboo hedgrrovsy crisoe
erossed by meandering rivers, waterways, end canals. Routes 1, 13y 10C

128, 12Wy 13C, and 583 arc located in or pass torough the arca, -

4. VOLUNTEZR INFORMTION PROGR:M. Volunteer Information Prograam (VIP) -
contimied to prosper with a tétal of 1,595 pieces of ordnance turn.d in
and 72,900 §VN paid out, The most productive area contimues Yo be 2nd
Battalions AQ where a total of 34,440 $VN wes paid.

II-B~3
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MELOE RIVER, Phese four of Oporation HEADE RIVRR found cnemy ferccs
conf:s.nccg in the orca known as Dodgn c:.ty Bnemy furces identified were
the %Bn, 36th iegiment; clements ‘of the R<20 Bn, V-25.3n, 7-89 Sapnor Bn,

0 SR emED

577 irty Bn, and the 573 ArtJ 3n, Q-82 LF/CO, Q=89 LF/C‘O, end 090 LF/Co, -

28 well as local guerrillos. Enemy forces: d6eated in the cordon clected

o doi‘cnd the arca from reinforced, ‘um 2lly supporting bunkers loccicd .

viec BT 014587 and BT 007607 and conducted the defense of their positions
to the lost man. "It is believed that the 3rd Bn 36th Regiment was an-
nihiloted as a result of Operation MBALE RIVER.

L. DIENY LOSEGS 1 - 9 Doé 68 (CPERATION MEADE SIVER)

1« Persomncl

(a) Totsl Detaineos | 72
POy (ve) | 5
Yoy (NVL) - 2T

. _ ‘ .
CIV IEF - 0
INN CIV ’ 0

(8) x1n (VC) o
KIi (Wva) - 566

2+ VWeepons and Equipment

(s) TG S 138
AR-47 e
Snipor Rifles ©
w5 "
CKG 5

7,62 Pistol 4
M-79 >
M1 *
W2 . ?
Mot | s
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SCERET S
9mm Pistol B 1
BLR ’ 1
45 cel Pistol 5
(v) csic - ; . 16
e s
’ 8-1nnn.m£:_r€ ﬁba 3 1
A.A60m.mAmtr tube 2
we - 6
M-60 MG S -2
3. Tecilities ]
| (a) Bunkers 185
{b) Bunker Complexecs | 3
(c)' Tunnels : 3
(d) Tunnel Complexcs : 0
(e) "Fighting Holes - 13T

II-B-5 -
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SECTION C
- OPZRLTIONS -

- ls The lst Marines conducted numerous aggressive offensive operations in

accordance with missions assigned, In aidition to frequent. cordon and
search operations within lst MHarines TiOR, saturating petrols and aubushes
from fixed company and platoon patrol bases conomued. Two significant
exanples follow. -

a, On 5 Decamber, 2 Squad Comba’o patrol (E/2/1) at BT0O58711 appre-
hended two VC suspects, 4 search of the immediate area revealed 39 82mn
rounds and one M33 grenade buried in a hole, The mortar rounds were
destroyed and the suspects teken to 2/1'3 cP for interrogation by ITT,

"~ ba On 23 Dccember, a Platoon Combat pa brol (F/2/1) vicinity DT102662
enroute to PPB received heevy sutomatic weapons fire from estimated 30-L0
NVL/VC., Enemy unit consisted of men and women, some were wearing khaki
uniforms and helmets, & reaction force was dispatched from F/2/1 PB (two
Bquads, two M-8 tanks). While enroutc to reinforce platoon, reaction
force received small arms fire from estimated two encmy squads, v1c1n1t.y
BTOo9L666. Unit returned fire with small arms, 90mr, .50 caliber and zir
strikes while linking up, Search of the acrea reveeled 10 KIL (HV.I./VC)
One KI. (USMC) 2lso resulted from the contact,

24 Conclusion of Operation MELDE RIVER, Fhase IV wos the most signifie-
cant phase of Operation MiA/DE RIV:R. The first nine days of December
were filled with ficrce and bitter fighting between the lst Herines
(Rein) end the hard core MNVL, Phasc-1IV (30 Nov - 09 Dec 68) progresscd
as follows: . .

2, PHLSE IV commenced on D+9 (30 Nov 68), -From midnight on, a heavy
volume of artillery fire pounded the area inside the diminished cordon,
Lt 0500 until 0700 the enemy was offered an opportunity to CHIUU H0I.
They chese to fipght, 4Lt OT00 a heavy air and artillery prep fire commenced,

b, Three phase lines had becn established to control the 3rd Battelion,
5th Merines during the attack, L4s they moved tirough phase line ALFL,
heavy emell arms, and sutomatic weapons fire caused several casualties,

It took 211 of D+9 to secure phase 1line iLPHA {See Fig 1 p. I-B-3).

co On D+10, the 3rd Dn, Sth HMarines took even heavier fire including
82man cnd 6Qm mortars, but mann.geo. to reach phase line BRLVO by late
afternoon,

- II-Cel
o | D mD
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d. On D+11, the hardest fishting of the operatlon thus far cormenced
as the 3rd 3n, 5th Marines encountered the enemy bunker conple*’ alonf their
ight flank :Ln what beceme known as the HOOK. This Spot Report wes indicae
t:.ve of what lay ahead: , : )

(1) 1/3/5 vicinity of BT011586 encountered eneny bunker complex,
Received heavy small arms, automatic weapons, grenaces and 6Qun nortar

‘rounés, Returned fire with S/Ats, A/W, Blmm mortars, arty, and.air, Re-

sults, 2 USMC KIA, 22 USHC WIA®, 6 USHC WIANE, and 7 NVA KIA.

‘Ge The HOOK was not to be taken in a few hours, The cnemy fire from
well entrenched, reinforced bunkers was devastating, The 3rd Bm, 5th
Marines! advance was temporarily halted. On D+12 after spending most of
the previous day and night shooting heavy precision destruction missions
into the HOOK, 3rd Bn, 5th Marines continued to receive hcavy casualtics

. from enemy fires. Artillery and airstrikes continued to pound the HOOK,

On the evening of D+12, Brave Company lst 3n, Sth Marines (OPCON to 3rd

Bn, S5th Marines) scaled off the HOOK, while the remainder of the battalion
moved on to phase line CHARLIE.

f, On D+13, 3rd Bn, 26th Marines was moved from Route )i to phase
line BRAVO in preparation of continuing tho attack egainst the HOOK. Afe-
tér air, consisting of 750 1b bombs and napalm, 3/26 fought its way into
the southern portion of the HOOK on D+1lL, 3y nightfall, they had worked
around to the rear., Although, in very close proximity to the target area,
3/ 26 called for artillery and air support 211 night,

LTDE |

g. At first light on D+15, the cnemy was once again given an onpore
tunity to become a HOI ClLH. In this attempt to grant amnesty, tho Field
Commander, and I Corps Cormander both taped broadcasts to entice the cneny
out of the HOOK, The hard core NVA chose to continue the battle,

he later, the 3rd Battelion, 26th Marines assaulted and secured the
HOOK. After securing this ODJLC'(':J.VC , over 100 enemy decad were counted,
15 PW*s were nulled out of partially destroyed tunnels and bunkers, and
mrerous wespons weyre uncovered,

i. #lso on D+15 the 3rd Bn, Sth Marines gterted & turning movement

-north of phase 1ine CHARLIE, sweeping west to east across the top of DODGE

CITY, On D+16, 'ecause of other conmitments, this Datialion securcd from
MEADE RIVIR, But B/1/5 which had remained on phase line CH/RLIE stayea
with the 3rd Bn, 26th Merines. Co E, 2nd Bn, 26th Harincs which had been
with the 3rd Bn, 5th Marines remained in a recomnoitering role north of
vhagse line CHARLIE, 4and 3rd Bn, 26th Marines, having thoroughly mopped
up the HOOK, moved on to positions along phase line CHARLIE, 'The cordon
continued to remain intact., The finel, most furious of battles had yet
to he fought, as Co E, 2nd Bn, 26th Marines, in their careful end cdeliber=-
ate search,:ren into heavy cont.act in the NORTHERN BUNKER COMPLEX (See

. Fig 1, p. 1-0-3).

II-C-2
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je Co E, of 2/26 made this contact at 1LUSH on D+16, They remained

. in close proximity of the last ol:jective through the rest of the day and

through that night, providing olscrvation end = physical presence to
ensurc the cnenmy remained entrapped. In the meantime, the 3rd Bn, 26th
Marines was joined Uy additional forces., The Regimental Commander had
tasked L/1/7, B/2/5, and D/L/1 to 3rd Bn, 26th Harines giving them the
nission to completely destroy the Junkcrs in the dGOK (eng»,:meors with
D/1/1), ond attack the NORTHLRN BUNKER COHPLEX,

k., Co E 2nd Bn, 26th Marines was relieved of their Llocking mission
at first light on D+17 2nd crossed the SONG Lk THO to join 1st Bn, 1st
Harines. The 3rd 3n; 26th Marines was joined by 2 Troop, Yth Cavalry
provided Ly General L&, These APC's were light and provided folility
to the finzl attack, They arrived at 1630 on 7 December. & tight line
was drawn surrounding the NORTHERN SUHKER COMPLEX.

1, From these positions, the attack cormenced on D+18, 41l day, the
3rd Bn, 26th Marines reinforced inched forward, maneuvering the 4PC!s
towards tunker after Lunker, and directing small arus fire against tuc
determined enemy, At onc point late in the day, Co I, 3/26 moved within
20 meters of what wes thought to Le the last of the series of in depth
positions. From these final hunkers, deep in the NORTHIRN JUNKER COMPLEX,
cemo doadly, accurate, sutomatic weapons fire, A4lthough suxfcrm{ heavy
.casualties Co I sﬂ.oncec, the machine gun position,

my, On D+19 the final assault wes executed, Over 300 enemy “odies
were found, This time they were unable to hury their dead,

n. On 9 December 1968 at 1800 Operation MELDE RIVER was terminateds
Units were returned to their parent organizations after 20 days of
vicious, intense fighting, The 1st Bn, lst Marines took over and mopped
up the NORTHERN BUNKIR COHPLEX for two more days. During this post-
FELDE RIVIR Uerlou, 1/1 found additional “odies snd killed some NVA
rcnaining in bunkers, refusing to come oub. A tovel of 50 encmy KIA
were accounted for, They alsc rceovered numerous a».d:.t:.onal encny
individual and crew served weapons,

3, Total statistics of Operation MBADE RIVER were as follows:

) Fr'iendlx Iosses

Us |
K14 108
WIA (EVLC) 383
Wi (MINOR) 130

I1I-C-Y - Enclosure {1)
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EEIIETEED e
LRVN
KIL 2
- wm 37
Enomy Losses
KIL 1023
POW 123
CHIEU HOI 6
VeI - 7
Ch 2
“TOTAL 1225
Individual Weapons Captured 17h
Crew Served Weapons Captured 25
Ricé Captured | 39,950 1bs -
Bunkers Destroyed - S 360

L. Artillery and Naval Gunfire
- e Generalo

(1) During the month of December, 1st Battalion, 1lth Marines
and gener2l support units of the 11th Marine Regiment provided artillery
support for Merine and ARVN units in the lst Marines TaOR. firtillery supe
port for Operation MELDE RIVER continued until the operation termineated
on 9 Decembor, Coordination of fires was especially stressed to optimize
artillery support. Counter rocket doctrine was also stressed to provide
rapid and accurste countorbattery fire, 1st Battalion, 11lth Marines pro-
vided spot teams at Crow's Nest BT0679704$, Hawk 4T97417039 and Parrot
LT9926677h for counter rocket surveillance,

(2) Dispositions, The positions of the firing units in direct
support of the lst Marines during December were as follows:

L=l-11 BTO12626
B-1-11 BTO70656
C-1-11 AT992675
W-l-11 LT989709

I1I-C-5 : , ' n
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S¢ Onl December, Sierra Battury left the operatloml control of the 1lst
Battalion, 11th Marines and returned to the Lth B.,ttc.hun, 11th Marines. -
On 9 December, the forward FSCC unit which was orgenized for Operation
ME.DE RIVER was dissolved and a1l forward FSCC versonncl returncd to the
st Merines Regimentol FSCC, /Llso on 9 December , Whiskey X Battery was

. incorporated into Whiskey Battery and Whiskey Battery was moved from

LT99167S to LT989709. Charlie X Battery wes incorporated into Charlie
Battery and Charlie Battery wes moved from 4T989709 to AT991675,

6. The summary of artillery missions and rounds expended in support of
the 1lst Marines and operation MEADE RIVER during Dccenbvr was as follows:

Missions - 1,92 ' TRounds expended - lh,1,6.3

7. Navel Gunfire, The USS New Jersey (BB~62) fired 12 16" rounds on one
mission in the MZLDE RIVER area of ‘operation during the month of December,

8. 4ir Supsort

a. General: The lst Marines continued to employ air support to the
maximum during the month of December, During the perioé 20 NHovember to
9 December this commend held Operation MELDE RIVER-. 411 statistics
presented for the month -of Dc,cmbe,r mcludo nine days opuraticnal fisures

for MELDE RIVIK,

b. Statistics H

(1) Heclicopters - ' , o
TYPE SOUTIES JRMARKS
Troop Lift - 852 5,265 Troops lifted
Logistic v 668 527,100 Lbs of Cargo
Ldmin ‘ o272 . 298 Passengers
Med-Evac _ 438 377 Casualties (sce
: - note 1)
VR . 2L ) 205 Passcngers
C&C : 192 & . 149 Passengers
Gunship ’ - 528 ' 2225 Hours on station
Firefly Lo , 19 . Hours cn station
POW ' 16 _ : 1 POWis

Note 1: Med-Evac reaction time for Decembur was:
: Emergency - 35 minutes, Priority - 8k .inutes,
Routine - 199 minutes
(2) Fixod:Wing
CAS/DIS -, . . 296 _ 807,250 Lbs of ordnance
II-C:6 . Enclosure. (1)
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CSS/TPZ e 8 5,000 Ibs of ordnance
A0 L © Lok , 2818 Hours on station
Flareship ‘ e 62 ’ 63 Hours on station
Spooky ' L8 SRR 33 3/L k55,000 rds 7.62
II-C-7 - _ Enclosure (1)
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PART II
SECTION D
TRAINING

1. Beczuse of o'pera._tional comaitments, for the most pert training was
limited to indoctrination of newly arrived personmnel, This treining
wos conducted in accordance with current lst darine Division directives.

2. Quotas for formal schools werce filled from lst lMerines (Rein) as
follows: ' a . ‘

.Scoﬁt-s_l‘uiper Course - 6
Kit Carson Scoﬁt Orientation Course 3
Officers Leadership 3
SNCO Leadership 6
NCO Le;adership ' 13
HI MiF Vietnamese Language Course ' l'
Basic fumo Tech Course’ - ' ' 2 Okinawa
Basic Infantry Weapons Repair School . 2 lOkine.wa
Landnine Werfare School 136
Career FPlanning School 1 Okinawa -
HMACCORD fdvisor Orientation Course 1 Saigon
Orgenic Supoly fccounting School 2
Regimental Enba.x;ka‘hion School -' 60

II-D-1 ‘ _ IEnclosure (l)_
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- SECTION E
© LOGISTICS

1. SUPPLY._ The first nine days of December Operation HEADE RIVER-was
still in progress, Resupily for MEADE RIVIR wes handled by the LOGISTICLL
SUPPORT 4REL (LSA4) located at Hill 55, - In this operation 1.3 million

- pounds of material was delivered to the field, The last resupyply from

the LSL was made on 9 December 1968, Throughout tho remainder of the
month supply point ulstrlbutlon was used to support the' elements of this
Regmcnt : .

2; TW&PORTATIONZ. The ‘surface trmsportat:.on provided dur:.ng operastion
MELDE RIVER was certainly adequate, Resupply was entirely by air in the
latter phases of the operation, 411 units participating in MEADE RIVER
were airlifted to their perent commands at.the concélusion of -this operation
except 2nd Battalion, 26th Merines and 1st Battalion, dst Morines, The

nd Bbttgllon, 26th Marines was hehcopter lifted to 1/1 CP where they
were ecmberked on trucks for Red Beach. The lst Battalién; st .Merines
remained in the field for two more dc.YSo The troop movements outside -
HEALDE RIVIR wes predominently mede with the attached trucks from Company:

"B", 1st MNotor Trmsportation Battalion,

3. mln‘iTnNz.ME (ND ENGINEER 1@:151314!03. The efforts of ;,ng'lhe'érs and
Sea~Dees has improved the road Network throughout the TAOR. The engineer
assistence has :unproved during December consu.oraoly. Significant prozress.
was shown in the mllomng arcas: - ' :

a, Bunker construction in the Headquarters Gonpany, 2nd Battallon
end 3rd Batialion Cantonments, _ ‘

b, Repair of NUI XIM SON (BTO71701).and MY (4T799)688) Bridges.

c. Repairs startcd on CAU DO (z:f998705) and COOPER (TU CLU, BT0336L7)

- Bricges.

G, Corlpletlon of concrote. grcasa, trap at 3rd l.ttr.llon Hess Hell,

of partlcular :_mmrtance is the mmrovement of mmicrous bulldlnb construcs-
tions in all cantomments. These were assigned to. the lst, Tth, and 9th
Engineers. The cquipment maintenance provided by 1st FSR FLC continues
to be satisfactory. The teble below depicts the number of tactical equip-
ment repeir orders submitted this month and of those submi bted the number
complated,

Hotor Tfansportation S 123 “ 51*
Ordnance w . 69
Cotm/Flect N o 7 ‘ 93
Engincer o 18 8

‘ k |  II-E-l © . . ’'Enclosure (1)
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lie EM.BARI\AT.LON . During December 50% of mount-out box requirenecits were

- filled, All elements of the Reginent were directed to update their Eu-

barkation Data, A Regimental Bubzrkation assistahce team is scheduled -to
visit the Battalions in mid«January,

. 5, SANITATION. The Engineer assistance in the past month has been -a

great benefit to sanitation conditions in some of the cantonments. More
new heads are scheduled to be constructed in Jamuary in all arcas. The
sanitetion problems of the units in the Regiment are being -lesscned by
continual supervision of the medical persomnel, Continual improvement

in this area will be necessary at all times, It has come to the attention
of the Regimental Surgeon that M'tlarla is on.an incrcase in the lst Marine
Division, The number of Malarial ceses in the 1st Harine Regiment is .
down from the previous month of Novembef; however, due to the nature of
the Monsoon Scason an increasc may be rcasonab],r expcctea.

6, MEDICAL, During the month of December; medical lacilltlcs were meine
~ tained :Ehrou@hout the Regimental TAOR; cach holding routine sick eall -

twice umly and ¢ 1v1nz ezm,rgency treotment to those who needed it.

ae These mcdical facilities. were nanned bJ a ‘ootﬂ. of 7 her’lcal
Officers, L Cheplains and 167 Neval Hospital Corpsman.

b, The follow:.ng is a brc—,ako.ovm of the patient load during December

'1968 ¢

(1) SICK CALL-

‘ (é)' Total pc.'blents seen - 2,592
(b) . Bvacuated . _ = ‘ Y
(c) ~Skin Disorders - hos
(a) Diarrhea . . . IR : 55
(e) New V.D, cases. ‘ . 36
(£) - Upper Respiratory Infcctlons NIy
(g) Malaria - 9
(h) Dental patients seen - - 560

' (2) MED/DENTCAP PROGRAM
(a) Medcap patients soen ' 3,956
(b) Dentcap patients seen ) 77
(c) Immunizations given L 968
II-B-2 " Enclosurc (1)
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PART II
SECTION F

CIVIL AFL‘AIRS - CIVIC ACTION

1, December saw the conclusion of Operation MEADL RIVER, the conduct of
- short term cordon and search operations and the relocatlon of a number of

civilians by the Battalions, There wzs sherpened VC resistance to civic
action operations in the 1/1 40, 1/1 also conducted increased immunizas
tions due to an anti-plague program, Also increased quentities of Vvarious
kinds of eelf-help kits mostly or1ent.ed toward the schools were distribu=
ted, ,

2. The Clvil Affairs port.lon of Operatlon IIE‘.ADE RIVER concluded on 30
Nov 68. Over 2650 civiliens were fed, sheltered, screened and propar oHe
dized during thc operation, It was a complete success from an S-5 peint
of view, 71 VC Infrastructure were screened out of the group handled,
and some 700 families chose to move their dwellingzs into the government
controlled area, .In addition, a number of lessons were learned regarding
the joint conduct of operations in conjunction: with V:.etnamese military,
p-n'amihtary and Giv:mllan sgencies, ‘ ‘

2. The Regimental S-S acted in a llalson cepaclty throughout the
operation, and was involved in both civil affairs and psychological opera-
tions. In fact, most matters having to do with the Vietnamese were coor-
dinated by the S-S. :

b. During the operation, the Regimental S-5 Section was divided into
a forward and a rear CP, All battalions were ablc to carry on civic ac-
tion as usuel, despite numerous commitments resulting from the "Operafion.

3. With the e'{cept.lon of the 3d Battalion, scheduled rotutlons resulted
in roplacement of the Regimental S-5 Chicf, and the S5-5 Officers of L/1
and 2/1, The lst Battalion showed the grcatest progress in the TAOR, with
its school building and refurnishing projects and the anti~-plague program,
In pursuing the former, opposition in the form of VG terrorists attacks
resulted in the destruction of $18,000VN in roofing tiles, (Replaced by
FWMAF Civic Action Funds), the assassination of onc man who labored on a
school in exchange for a Care. Carpenter Kit, and threats of kidnep and
death to the parents of two young women training as medical aides, The
road leading to onc school project was mined with three 105 rounds late

in the month, The seme project sustained defacing of freshly—pelnted
walls and destruction of its flagpole. - Efforts are being made to effcct
greater sccurity in this area, : . ,

i, Tho anti-plegue program is thé result of close and fine cooperation

" betwsen Quang Nem Province MILZHLP doctors, four Revolutionary Develop-

ment Teams and the S-5 of 1/1, Nearly 2000 civilians have been inoccu-
1ated m the 1/1 40, most of thew school ch).ldren.
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5. The 2d Battalion was involved in the relocatlon of civilians from two
hamlet arcas, Onec of these being the Happy Haven Leproserium, which had
Teen a VC harioring place for some time: The Lattalion's S=-5 participated
in two short term cordon and scarch operations resulting in thae screening,
feeding, and prope-andizing of ‘the civilians from within the cordon,

6. The 3d Battalion provided materials for repeir of a marketplace roof,
ohtained Cinva~Ram Lrick presses to Le used in a hamlet improvement and school
tuilding program and. hegan coordinating a Tile: Aa flshpond projects. In
addition, the possibilities of raising ral .1Ls within the L0 is being ex-

. plored with Provinciel mlv:.ooro.

'7. (‘ooro:.n tion with GVLJ oi‘flc:.als at. distriet and hamlc,t level and with
their U.S. Ldvisors has incressed merkecdly this month in 211 £O's, Four
hamlet cadre have reoucstea D&*C assistance in-rooting out. VC in their
areas.

8, In Civil affairs,.twa'events stand out:

- a. The uefflnent 2l and 33 Battalxon 5=5 Sections co-sponsored o Chrigt-
mas perty for the children of the civilians employed by the Lst ! z:rmes‘/
3d Battalicn cantomment., Over 500 toys were distributed, :

Te The Regimental cantonmment Stc.nﬁo atop an cstimated 80,000 sraves,
most of which are unidentificlle due to the construction of the cP. Co=-
ordination between the local Hamlet Chief and tho Regimentel S-S resulied
in over 65 Vietnamese civilians escorted through the cantonment to ropeir
graves and make graveside offerings of incense and. prayer during THnl HINH,
an anmial period specified for visiting and refuri:ishing family tom"s.
Althoupgh there was some anguish repressed when new construction was found
on top of some graves, the gesture by the lst Marines was greatly aopre-
ciated Ly the Vietnomese. The project was closely supervised and securcd,
The V:Letnqmcso conducted their THANH MIGH without intcrrupting cemp operas
tions,

s R
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PART II
. SECTION G
COMYUNICLATIONS

1. During the month of Decenber 1968; the lst Marines Comiunication
Platoon contimued to provide radio, telephone (wire and wradio relay) and
teletype circuits from the DOUNG SON (2) cahtonment to the Ist Marine
Division, 1/1 and 2/1, The Platoon maintained Corma/Crypto Guard for 3/I.
Telephone circuits were maintained to:the Tth Marines, 1/11, €/17/11, lst
Tanks, Co A lst Bngincers, CLP 2.5:l, {04 VANG Sub District Hmdquc_rters,.
5lst ARV Regiment and 1/51st 4RV, »

2¢ Dur:.ng the period of 1 through 9 Decembery the Comlunlcatlon Pla ’coon,
supplemented by persomnel of the 7th Communication Battalioh snd equip-
nent from organic Dattallons, Division Communitation Company znd the Sth
and Tth Communication Battazlions, continued to provide communication
facilities for the lst Marines LLFL e, controll:\ng headquarters for
Operction MELDE r’tIVlR

- 3. Dur:mg the period 10 tlh ough 31 DeLenbtr, thc Conmunlcutlon Platoon
placed emphasis on normal posteoperations ectivities. Corrcctive and
preventive maintainance was performed on all equipment; cquipnent and

- supplies were inventoried and cxpended items I‘(.q\llultlonCd, after-action

_ .reports were compiled and subnitted,

L. During the month basic operator training and.on-the-job training was
extensive and continuous due to the large influx of new personncl into
the Platoon.: , : : '
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SECTION 4

OPERATICIS
(EXCLUD.[Vb OF -iLuDi ATIVER)

01133CH 'F/2/1 Cordon and Search vicinity BTO?BéhZ detained 20
Vietnamese, GVN Village Chief confirmed onc ag liaison for VG

‘District Hq, and one from CAM Sk (1) area of VC Mother and

Daughter Association, Rocsults: Two detainees to 2/1% ITT,

03200CH, L/3/1 Rat Patrol v1c1n1ty £T990677 was notified by
the Battalion lines that novement was obscrved by Starl,,whb
Scope. Rat Patrol woved south on MSR, spottud two figurcs

. rice paddy, fired illwmination and m-—60 and secarched area.

Rosm.ts' Two KH (WVk), two AR-LT and one 9mm pistol,

051020H D/2/1 Platoon Combat v1c1m.ty BLO87677, while noving
to day time PPB #arine tripped M-26.SFD with trip wire. Rosults:
One KIA (DOW, USIC) and one WIi.u (usic). ,

051030,, H/2/A Squad Combat v1c1n1ty BTO58711 detained two VC
suspects. Search of irmediate area revealed 39 82rm rounds and
one M33 grenade buried in a hole. Results: Ordnance destroyed
and detainees to 2/1 IIT. : |

09180CH, 1lst Marines (Rein) terminated Operation IEDE RIVER,
O9l30CH,,E/2/‘1-Squa.d Combat vicinity BT092653. received cne clay=-

more mine, hecavy automatic and scmi-sutomatic fire from estimated
ten VC, Unit returncd fire with S/L and called 8lmm mission,

.Searched 'area. Results: One KI4 (USNC) and two WILE (USiC),

10090CH, G/1/1 Battalicn Search and Gloer, (ST003607) (aftore
math of s6DE RIVER), revealed 19 Kii (NVA), one 9rm pistol,

five Chicom grenades, miscellanecous 782 e,ear, and onec notebook
forwarded to B ttalmn 5-2, _

10093CH B/l/l Battalion Search and Clesr vicinity 'BTOOhéO? found
two NVA (one in bunker and one in cave, neither would comc out),
Results: Two KIA (NVA); -two light machine guns; one SKS; 150

rounds SKS; two drums Mi asmmo; and twenty bunkers relnforcou with

bamboo and ra:.lroad ties. Dc,stroyvd bunkers and cave,

10130('!{ C/1/1 Battalion Search end Gleer vicinity BT003607 found
four KI4 (NV4) ana .one WI4 (NVA). NVL (WI4) evacuated to lst
Marines CP,

_ 111-!-.-1. @'pfr‘ﬂ Pnclosure (1)
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101)43&{, B/l/l ‘Battallon Search and Clg.ar vicinity 47999607,
‘Ffoun? three bunkers manhed by secven V6, Kit Carson Scout
could not get VC out, Unit fired 8/8 ond M~ 79, Results:
Soven VC (KIA), one M-1k, ond: thrw c«,stroyed bunkers,

1021054, 3/1/1 Battalion Smrch and Cleaer vieinity 3TO0LO0S
observed one NVA moving in front of night activity, Ingaged
with S/, Rcsults* One KL& (NV.),

102250, B/1/1 Battalion. Search and Clear (LB) heard movemcnt
to the:.r front, Unit fired ‘S/4, and threw onhe 1-26 grenade,

Results: Ono KIA (VC), one poncho liner (USHC), one pack ‘and

ono wallet,

11102CH, C/1/1 Platcon Sueep wicinity BTOOlbOh found five KIk
(NV4), one light machine gun awrunition drum, four Chicom yro-
nades and 12 bunkers reinforced with bamboo. Bunkers were all
Lt x 5¢ x Lt with 1' dirt overhead,

1115008, E/2/1 Platoon Combat vicinity BT10L659 Sweep and

“Search of area revealed three fresh graves, Results: ‘Three

KIA (NVA/VC),

121300H, G/2/1 Platoon Combat ViCiIli,tjfBTOB?ééh unit spottcd
two VC with weepons. Unit took under fire with ten rounds
6Qun, 100 rounds M-60, pursued, Resulis: Two PW (NVA/VC).

1b0630H G/2/1 Company 3lock vicinity bT030079 unit observed
four VC crossing in boat from west to east, Engaged with M-79.
Results: Two KI& (VC) ond one “boat destroyed,

15130(1{ 2/1 vicinity BT05h658 JIur:Lne returning to 2/1 CP
tripoed SFD, Results: One KIA (USHC),

152305H, 3rd kmtrac Squad Combat vicinity BTO7670° received
five grenades,. Reaction force sent out to retrieve casualtics
and search arca, Results: One XI& (USMC) and 3 WIAE (USHC),

1609154, B/1/1 Company Sweep, vicinity BT0L0656, received fire
from VC in hole, returned S/4 end M-79 rounds, Results: One
KI4A (VC) and cayturcd onc li-16.

. 17060CH F/2/1 Cordon and Seurch vicinity BP0$9663 found throe '
¥~26 and one Chicom gmnadas rigged as SFD with trip wires,
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Detained six Vietnamese in imediatc ares,
names were on Black List.

Four of the detainces
Rosuliss -Six Vietnamese detained (four

17105(H, CLP 2-5—h (worklng LR 3/1) v:.c:.nlty LT976677 received

S/h f:l.re from approximately five VC. . Patrol reacted by returnmg
firc with S8/& and pursucd, Results: One KI4 (VC), and two PW's
(VC). PW's transported to 3/1 BLS for GNErgency medcvac., Cgo-

~ tured was one LK-U7, threo Chicom grenades and assorted decuments.,

18 Dec 68 -

19 Dec 68 -

© 20 Dec 68 -

21 Dec 68 -

"~ and -81mm mission,

23 Doc 68 =

1810358, A/l/l Platoon Combat vicinity BTO23605 gighted scven: V6
running in Southeast. direction. - ‘Engaged with 8/4 and M=72 LLiWs,
Artﬂ(.lcz)‘y mission ca.llod with ﬁxcellent COverrge. Aesultssy Seven
&CIA VC -

191330H, CiP 2-5-6 (via 3/1 'vicin‘it"y BTOOST0L received S/4 fire
from four VC in cave; Unit rceturned fire with S/4, 3 and assaulted
cove, " Results: Three KIL (VC), one WIZNE (PF) and onc .WIAE
(VC), Captured was two Ai=h7; one k5 pistol, one .38 plst")l
six Chicom grenades and assorted documgnts,

20080CH, 1/1 CP vicinity BT015626, VC Chicu Hoi turned himsclf in,
Chieu Hoi said ho was VC doctor. Resulte: One Chieu Hoi (VC),
surgical instruments, Chieu Hoi turncd over to ITT.

2008L4CH, C/1/1 Squad Combat vieinity BTO576LO found two 105 rounds
rigged as SFDVs with trip wire, apprehended was one Vietnamese @
observing and hiding behind hut.  Resultst: Destroyed' SFD!'s and
detainec sent to 1/1 ITT

210200H, D/l/l Squad Combat v:.clnrty B‘I‘0276l7 received S/L and

60mm rounds from cstimated enemy platoon. Engaged enewy with S/4
Scarch: of area at first lipght revealed seven
Kis (VC), one IzK—L‘;?Z, eight LX-}47 magezines and ten Chicom grenades.

2110151-!, C/l/l Cordon and Search vicinity BTO556LL, unit recoived
8/L fire from two VC, returned fire with S/L. Rosultss One KIL
(VC), and WILE (USMC), one SKS, and Chicom gre.nade, assorted medi-
cal gear and one ID card .

2111, B/2A Platoon: Combat vicinity BTO70625 Marine tripped

105 round sigged as SFD, Results: Onc KI.i (Umc).

2313450, FSCC vicinity BT029669, LO spotted three uniformad (blue
and khaki) enemy, Pmemy fired on AO0. 4O returned fire killing
two VC, .Lrtillery mission called in, 4O observed two direct
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. o hits on bunker, killing onc 'V..G; & 1.11ery rigsion c¢ontimed gote
: . ting excollont coverage of treo line. Results: Threo KL (VC).

23 Dec 68 -~231720H, F/2/Y Platoon Combat v1cimty BT102662 enrouto %o PPB
‘ received heavy 4/ fire from 30 to L0 NVA/VC Enemy unit consisted
of men and women, some were wearing khoki uniforms and helmets, :
Reactisn force Adspatched from 2/1 CP (two squads, two M=i48 tanks).

While enroute to reinforce platoon, rcaetion force received S/4

- fire from estimated two enemy squeds (vicinity BTO9[;666) Units

returned fire with S/L3 9Ommg 80m; 450 calibers anc air strikes

while linking iips Resultss: Ta,n (IL (NVL/VC), one KIA (USHC),

Q t..p- ’ ’

- 2321154, H/2/1 Platoon Combat Vicinity BTO7B6LY ob S
individuals atbenpting to evade unit, Squad dispatchiod
prehénd iudivi 1s and squad received one M=79 id, filso
sighted 15 NV, /VC moving from South to North. mngagc.d cnemy with

S/ke Results: Onc KIA (VC) y Ong 4K<)T and two Cetainces,

’ . 24 Dec 68 - thhSH CLP=l; Combat Patrol vicinity M‘996077 discovered f:_ve
’ ‘ V:Letnamese in bunker who refused to come out, Patrol threow
grenades in . bunker. Results: Two WIi (male) three detaineos
(two female, one male), two Ak-L7, onc AK-SO, ong =79, onc VC flag,
' four M-26 grenades; assorted 782 gear and numorous documents,

- 21;1106&1 B/l/l Platoon Combat vicinity BI033659 found two frosh
‘ : _ - graves, Unit uncovcrfed graves and found one KTi (VC) wrappod in
parachute, othcr grave empty: Results: One KIa (VC)

- 211730, 3/1 (special activity with PF's) vicinity 4T994678 found
two VC in tunnel, PF's fired S/L and threw grenadesy Results:
One KIL (VC), one PW (VC), oné M-l two 9mn pistols, ,, one V€ flag
and numerous documents. x__

~ . '21;;23.1-53,, M/S‘/l Platoch: PPB '(:.Fix;,ev tean ambush)‘;vvic.inity“.f;T99u698
. observed four VC while in ambush site, Unit pursued VC and ve=
ceived §/4& fire while returning from chase, Returned S/L and L/W,.
Results: One KIL (USHC) and one WLLE (USMC). Two detainees dressed
in USMC utilities, Found eight expended iK=-l? rounds, propaganda
leaflets, poncho liner, %4wo ¢30 caliber rounds, 20 FH-16 rounr’s and
three M-16 magazines. .

25 Dec 68 = 25090(1{ £/1/1 Platoon Combat. vicim.ty BT032665 whcovered fresh
grave containmg one KL, (VC); one Chicom grenad. and documcnts.
Results: One KIA (vc), and‘aocuments forwarded to 1/1 52,

x
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2516151, L/1/1 Squaed Combat ﬁclnity LTO8LOLS received S/4
fire from two VC. Enemy fled, Unit engaged enemy with S/4

~ and searched arca, Results-‘ onc KIL (VC) and one LE-L7,

27 Dec 68 -

271000H; C/1/1 Squad Combat v::.clnity 3T0566h0 Harine tripped
105mm round rigged as SFD Results: One KIL (USHC) and nine
WILE (USHC). S 3 :

27120(}1, L/3/% Squad Com t*ﬁéiﬁity‘ BTPOOT6LT River Patrol
directed unit to tunnel 1n river bank, - Ls unit approached
tunnel they received ono "rpnc.de. Unit engazed with S/L

‘and assamlted, Results: One KIL (VC), one (¥Ii) PW, two-

28 Dec 68 -

30 Dec 68..-

detainees (one WIL), two IK-l7 magazines, one Chicom grenade,

‘three 120 grenades, one cartridge belt and’ assorted clothing,

28023CH, PF Unit (3/1 T4OR) defensive perimeter (4T$95688)
received S/L and &/W fire from cstimated platoon of enemy. _
Unit returned fire with S/A and L/W, Lrea searched, Results:
Six KIn (VC), ons WILNE (PF), two B-lO rocket launchers, ten
B=}0 rounds, one LE=h7, and two LK-HT mat,azz.ncs. -

28060, HaS 3/1 (rr) T sccurlty) v1c1n1ty ./.T999b97, sighted
movement in rice paddy. Bngaged enemy with S/A. Results:
Two KIs (VG), one LK-L7, 12 Chicom grenades, 100 An-u7 rounds
and two meca.cal CanGafesS, ,

30131;5'-1, 2/1 (8-2) vicinity BTO?OO?OS, Village Chl”f (WU X1
SON) informed S-2 of three VC in village, Results: Two VC

" susgccts (one male, one female)s Suspects taken to 2/1 CP

for ITT 1nterrogat:n.on.

30210(1-1 1st Mar FSCC- reported L0 81bhtec. 30 camouflaged huts

_in trechne (GS 9855). 4lso observed one hi site, l bunkers,
- 50 fighting holes, 200 meters of trench ln.no, 35 to 1,0 males
‘wearing green and khaki clothing., L0 ran three eirstrikes and

controlled two artillery missions. Results: 12 KIL (VC), one

" secondary explosion, 15-20 huts destroyed, one Lunkcr destroyed,

31 Dec 68 -

one canaged and one AA site damaged,

310300, E/2/1 Squad Com' )gt viclnlty ‘I‘07h680 received. S/L
fire, Enuaffed with H=-79 and searched area, Unit found one

_occupied bunker, - Called for occupants to come out in Vict-

namese, with no results, Unit threw one M-26 grenade in -

bunker, Results: Two KI4 (DOW) and throe aeta:.nec.s.

_310230}1 H/2/1 Cordon anc Search v:Lcmity BTOBZél;B (C3t 54 1)

apprehendeu 52 detainees, ‘Results: Two on Black List, L2
with qucstionaile ‘ID. Detainces teken to 2/1 CP for inter-
rogation by ITT, Co L :

CITI--5 . Bﬁi‘.;trcl suen

BEGRETS Jﬁ!ﬁ@
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PART III
SECTION B
COMMUNICATIONSv
3/JFM/kla |
5750

Operatn.ons ‘of the radio relay llnks to 1/1, and 2/1,
manned since 18 November by 7th Communication Bat-

" talion personnel utilizing MRC-62 equipment, was pas-

6Dec68-

9 Dec 68 -

sed to the Communication Platoon, PCC-1l radio relay
equipment was reinstalled, ' : '
The ha.lf-duplex taletype circuit from 1st MarDJ.v to the
BRAVO CP, installed to handle overland traffic duclng

" Operation MEADE RIVF.R was secured,

The MRC-62 # 2 radio link between ALPHA and BRAVO

CP's was secured at 130(Hs Communication operationg

for Operation MEADE RIVER secured at 1800H, Advance

" "elements of the Comumcat.:.on Flatoon diSpla.CGd the

10 Dec 68 -

20 Dec 68 -

DJONG SON (2) cP.

Remainder of the Commmication Platoon displaced to
the DUONG SON (2) CPs The 7th Communication Battalion
persomnel and equipment were returned to their pJ‘@nt
unit,

Wire 11nes to 51st ARVN Regiment were: installed ana '
the TRC~27B radio relay link secured, The PCC~1

equipment for the radio link to 2/1 was roplaced by

22 Dec 68 -

of a

TRC-27B equ:l.pment.

Tth EngmeerBa‘btallbn pefsonnel comenéed construction
Message Center Bunker.

III-B-1
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2,

3e

a
9.
. .

10,

1ty

0120058,

0204458,

021145,

030915H.

;. .032000H.

0410454,

0510301.

061400E.

100900K .

1009301,

1012008,

.0/2/1 BT 082673, unit callcd fire m_”::Lon on cnoMy

PART IIT
SECTION ©
IITELLIGENCE
(ED[CLU.SI’\L OF MZ/JD RIVER)

'L/ 3/ 1 4% 990641, spot‘tcc; debris flosting down river mneosilw

ing 12m x 3x, with 2 wireg hanging off. Fired LiAW with
neg.;n’;i\‘ro roesulise chmls broken upa -

41 AT 987664, umt seM man oenter hooch, thrcu 1 = 1=26
Wi oecondﬂ,x:, cxzplosion, :

3rd AKTR:CS BT 08 570 5y antrac detonated 150 1 mine, e

F/2/1 BT 046682, Sc: rch & Qlors in Men Quan (2) found 6 L ing
bunkcrs, 4' x 6' ¥ 3', wiilc scorching for buricd rockoba.

' Dos’crovnd with C-4,

C/?/‘I AT 990677, Rat Iatrol was nOblflO(». by Battalion T:Ln‘_o
th: % they hod spotted movement with atarlight. scopo. Ro
Patrel moved south on road, s;potucg 2 VCy fircd pop-ups osd
M-60. 2 WVi KIi's. .

I/j/'l_-'.?;’l‘ 987637, i‘ound 5 tunnels in cirecle., 2¢ dig, 8t to
10! long, no reinforcemcnt., . Searched and dostroyod.. :

H/2/1 BT 058711, unit doteined 2 VOS. Soordy  of arcn ro-
voeled 39 x 82w moftar rounds, ond 1 X 133 ;,rul o in hole.

Douu:oyca ordnance with C-4..

aren and ob exrved g total of 10 sccomiary cxplosions.

c/1/1 B 003607, scarch of bunk.r revealcd 19 IWA bodics,
miscellancous 782 gear, 5 Cai-Coms, 1 notcbosk 11 th n‘,nuf*
of V¢ ih viliogos,. (Wemes confirmed by KCS) Destroyoed oll
gear but hotgbook, o

B/1/1 BT 004607, found 1 SKS and 4 LG with amno. 20 bunkorc
reinforced with bamboo. and RR tiese. 1 bunker =nd 1 cave ulth
vC whu refused to come oute Dostroyed bunkers cnd cavee 2

J./‘I/ 1 BT 01;0606, Search- and Clear rovezled 12 bunkers one of
~hich gppearcd to be a COC. 10' x 10' x 5' rcinforced with

bricks and 4 % 4's. Destroyed vith C-4_.

II-CG1 meliaclosurg (1)
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125

13.

14,

15.

16,

17,

18,

19,

20,

24.

22,

1014308,

1101058,
110105H .
111000H.

11102CH.

1111004,

121810H.

B/1/1 LT 999607, Scarch and Closr roveasled 3 bunkers
manned by .7V VC who roi‘used to gurronder. Dostroyed bunkers,

T VC KI:i.

;/ 1/ 1 B%® 005 )9cr ’ ré»coivod 4 =6 J:voumis 60 mortar, 1

USME WI ’@m

6/1/1 BT;0326 18, Britlge Scourity spotied clustor of 1illy
pads, Fircd s/ A Lr_i 1\1—26 with one seconGery. (Belicved
10 1b cherge). . S

B/1/1 BT 004606, fbun& 4 Durkers 10t x G x4 rgilfofc @

uith b'-w.mboue,m’g R2 "GiO“ _J)b M"OJOF ’Jl Lll Cile

C/1/1 BT 001604 foun@ 5 If\f‘ bodies, 1 L]f-:EG, 4 Chi-Compy 12
bunkers :cc:mforccd witi: bamboo, 4 x Stoxm 4t ouwlth b ovore

head. - Dostrovoc. w:t.’ch, C-4+

5/1/1 BT 005606, fourd 2 tuikors 8! x 0! x 41, &' x 10!

- X 5, with 3¢ dirt ov,rhc:ﬂ"1 reiniorced with b mboo, wlorlkg, .
_B-fld 4 x 4'&» : Dootroyec. m. th Cmdo

F/2/1 LT 961664, found fresh hole Gt x 4t x 10%, Tound

brick slabs 2V x 3' x 3/4", possibly used o cupport

" rocket firing devices. Got up embush with negative rosulis,

1306458,
" 1418001,

1620500,

1723105,

1722308,

180545H,

F/2/1 B‘I‘ 661664, found. 2000 1bs of. rice undergronnd.

F/2/1 BT 034685, Scarch end Cloer of Man @uan (1) found 1

.large bunker 10t x 10! x 3! end 4 smeller bunkers. /11

reinforced with 8% logs and briclks. . ilso found 1 nortar
pit 3 x 31, ~Begtroyed. wit‘n '0-4’

F/2/1 BT 090670, received 2 x oOrm moxtur rounde ap; 3_o~

':.m@tel./ 100 AL'LO.L from CPB.

CROWS—IL,JT 2/1 BT O5A68u, obsorvod 5 rockots being fired.

Also receeived' ,hc(_vy /i fire,

‘ 2/1 0{)710, received S/*L, 5 Chl-Coms and 9 x 60mn
vaortku: rounds, Returncd fire with 9 x 1061:m rou ’1(‘.5, 50
1\-—26 I\;O"‘ Bive I‘Cuulbuo ‘

B/2/1 By 059092, locauoa focL 4 site of four holes 3,51 x
2e3' x 345% oricnted on szirmth of 6400 mills, Bottom of

. -holes worc slanted at 45% townrds rorth, In 3600 porimetcr,

: e y v v
10 holes 3% x 45 x 2' were found, 8ite destroyed,

Cmee  DEOMSSIED

DECLASSIFIED
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27,

28,

294

0. .

210160H,

2210451{ .

221758,

2508304,

23084 5H .

2309504,

25103508,

231410H.

2516451,

2517208,

2310004,

251700H,

“I/2/1 BT 069625, found 3-
dirt and logs, Dostroyed

uaen received heavy . / Firc fnom 50 -40 TC/ N

o/1/1 BT 062659, received 75 5 reunds /W fire. Zotumhod

fire with S/ Ly O0mm morter end ervillery mlsciony and
acrial rockets. £0 obsorved 1 sccondary ciplosion,

D/ 1/ 1 BT 077617, received Q// Joand 60:e nortor fire from
cstimabed VO platoon.  Returncd fire with 5/ and 8%
i no““ ar IDJ.““J.O;I. I\Tcgatiw as msme‘nt.

i/2/1 BT 06,’635*, found 4 burlic:s and 1owell belicved 6
be booby 'i:ra.gpw Destroyed with C-4.

w41mom@@fwm< © 105z round, 3 O=Rat cans Tillad
with Cm4 and scrap mgial, 1. Chi~Comy T = 81w round oll

rigged os $FD's.  Dostroyed with C-d.

bunkers 3' x B :‘: 384 node of
with Cwie

H/2/1 BT 066631, found 3 bunkers 8' x &' x 4,
brick wall, floors, ool sidesy veinforced with i
rods g4 in diameter, - Degtroyed bunkorg,.

b

XY

&/2/1 BT 066625, found 3 bunkcrs on linc, onc SLY O dhopod
2_' x 8, O’cherz; were 3* x 10!, kgiroyoed mm (il

L2/ BT 066624 Ly founa Lvnnd reinforced with coment,

‘bricks and iron rods, 1 bunker 6' x 4f x 4'.  Dosbroyud

with C=4.

.u/ 2/ 1 B 065678y found 750 b boub rl@gog as SFD.
Destroyed with O-4d. -

11/2/1 BT 059634, founc 3 blncers lined with bricks.
Dcs‘oroyod with C-ie .

F/2/1 BT 101658/102662 Tlotion wes cnrovts to Pl Y

e

unit consisted of men ard woncn, some ‘Jcﬂ,rJ_n‘g lul",klu and.

helocts, - Recctlonaty forao (2 squads, 2 ol g) vhilc

enrou’c‘o to reinforee plaioon roeoived 5/2 fire from an
estimeicd 2 cnomy suuads vie BT 094666. Unit roturicd
fire with S/ Ly 90nm, 50mmy o50 c: J ond d_r sPrilkcs,. »

10 vq/r' KIL'S.

1/3/1 LT 985632, fouvnd 1 "L dnepod tunncl 3tz At . 10t

C 2 1-26tg found in ‘curmol’. Destroyod  with C-ay

I/3/1 iT 999639, found tumnel 25t x 251 x 200; 2 LiMis

y lnuld.o wnnel. ,)ootroyﬂu with C-4.

C/ 5/ 1 BT 0 )7004, Found, 3 burlers ‘nd | x 105ma rouvnd a8

DECLASSIFIED
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46,

260730H.
271260E.
2B0B25%)

291541

‘2915555.

- 3011308,

3021000,

. in 1 Vi

.

DECLASSIFIED

SFD destroyed vith C-4.

¢/1/1 BT 043665, found 1 buskex 4% x 6! x 3 reinforsccd

with HR ’c;;z.cw Found 1 x 105 dud, ms 520
Cmil s ' C

¢/1/1 BT 0016n7, Rivor }ﬂurol dirocted unlt 0 vrnmj
in river banlk, is umt 'auuro thed tunn: 1, roucived 1

gronaie rgsultiog in 4 UsMC WILID, roturned fire re sul'i:in-g"

GlaW WIL, And 1 VG KIf.

¥/3/1 BT 005656, found 3 tuancls 4' x 4' x 10! lend
secorchod and des uroycu tunnels, :

L/3/1 .17 96963}, found tumnel in river bai: 13¢ x 2
with bc'“iboo covering. Chocked arca .Jlth negetive
u:‘sul USe

‘1/5/1, 4T 980695, obscrved 3 sccondary oxplosions on

observed § & I misgion, Choecked arca with nogative
rc-su.li;s. ' ’
L/3/1 i 903 Biy found 6% x 4' x 3' buker. Desitroyed
w:_“uh C-.( o :

D/‘l/‘l BT OHof, y found 1. bunkor and tunnel lcﬁ.ding Gt

' under,g;v:ou.na. Do atro; 'oo Wi uh 0-4

- 200 meters of trench lJ.IlO, 35 to 40 malcs we

18t dar 1“CL, reportod O 3ig ';ntcfl j'") camouflaged huts in
treeiinc, &P 9855, 1 AA site, 4 hunkicco, 50 io holca,

ani kipoki clothing, AC ren 3 air strilics and controilcd
2 arty misgicng, reo hluln"j J_n 12 VC K14, 1 ceceondary
cXplogion, 15 -20 huto curwr) rod, 1 bhunkor degiroyoed, and
1 bu r.ko. aas agu_, end 1 AA site darraged

III-C~/ o ]
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SN 3de DST O GAR P IrF ZU4 TACDTRCAL Rzbiirs

Cbpyg_ of_?_/_

ar !1s2ﬁ67,35C 58 o
P4 FERST Mar B o :
LD FIRST 4AR (COLL) o a -
INFD, Ch FIRST AR D ' - | S -
37 - | = : |
S ZCR T : ' R ov
FRAG O 137-63 (S y) ! Ce
A= OF O 314-53 (S)
30 ADAIN 3 3N u-53 (3
Yo {5) SITUATION
As ':':i‘é:::'i‘fm REF 4w
30 FRIZNILYa '{J' e
: g") A41SSIONe FIR3T 4AR (RTIW) RuALiJN) U TS and to4Jucr>

3"v{ ANJ SzAR UPZRATIONs VICIMITY TUNG LAA TO Finds FiX

CAP {URZ ANI/O/ JESTROY INSMY rOQ"bv CACHZS, 4AT“R1”‘ AN:2
INSTALLATIONS. :

3 (S) ZCICUTION '

Ao CONCIPT OF WP RATIONSe WITH ZLE4INTS GF iwWd COMP AN =

(FOUR PLATSY FIRST 4AR (RIInN) CONDUCTS SZARCH AND BLJLK O 2RATION
VICINITY TUNG LA4 (CINTIR OF 4ASS 3T333745) fu Fivds FiXs CAPTURS

PASE T43 3857 S ZCR- T '
ANJ/OR JSSTRIY INZAY FORCISs CACHES,

' AATZRIZL ANJ INSTALLATIONS.
(1) AT 1212834 rf%br AAR {RTIN)Y ZFFECT RIALIGNHASNT OF
dQéTs ANY ASSU4 ANORAAL OF TRATIONAL PUOSTURZ.

3R} 3ndy 1SV 4A& , _ _ '

(3) IN J=TAY AT 4=AdUR, CONJUCT SZARCH AND) SLOCK OF TRATION
VICIITY Tuna LA (Cuﬁe“R Gr AASS 37435733) TV rinde Flde CAPTURE

AND/OR DISTROY In34Y FORCTS; CACHIS; MATIRIZL AND INSTALLATIONS
{2) ASSUU4Z UPCON CO fy 30] 3 ST MAR AT 1232434 D3=C 48,
COUDINATING Wi 4 1ST 3y 13T %A% TO ZFFICT TACTICAL RIL4Er.
Co -207 3¢y 1ST 4AR : ‘
(1) 9N J=JAYs AT 4=40UR- PR #iJi B’DCAfwu rQR = SURPORT

OF SIARCH AND ILOCK OPIRALIUw VHICINITY STBeé?QB T3 37245712 10 F iy

FEXy CAPTURE AWES/NR JE3TRUY SHZAY FORCZS, CACHIS. vATERITL and
INSTALL AT EONSs

(2) AS3U4Z OPCUN CO Ge¢ 2ND 38, IST 4aR AT 1212324 DZC 48,
CO)%)!NATBQ” Wif4 1ST 3y 1ST MaR 1D SFEECT TACTICAL RILITF.

e 137 38e 1ST 4aR

(1) TERAINATT GPC04 C04s 3RT BN. 1ST ~AR Av2 CO \.“g Znd) 3nde

PST 48 AT 1272324 32C 53, uUJﬁﬁa ATV InG WHT- 38T e 137 482 M
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oS BIFIED

FROM: 1ST MARINES
T0:  1ST MARINES (COLL)

INFQ: G, 1ST MAR DIV -
CG, 20 TRIGLVE, ROKMC
o2, 5181 BRGT (mvu)
FRAG CRDER 192-68 o
REF:  (a) FIRST MARINES OPERATION ORDER 31)4—68
(b) FIRST MARINGS ADHIN ORDER 31&-68
1, SITUATION:
Coa ENEMY:
(1) REF A, _
[2) CURRENT INTSUVIS PERINTSUMS AND ANNEX A (INTELLIGENCE
ESTIMATE TO FRAG ORDER 192-68).
B, FRIENDLY:
| (1) 2D BDE, ROKHC PROVIDE EXTFNS ION OF TLCR AND FORCES TO
PARTICIPATE IN comm AND smacz; OPERATICH.
- (2) 51ST REGT (ARVN) PROVIDE FORS Eé TO szxcxpmz_ IN CORDON
AND SEARCH OPERATION,
" (3) 15T MAW CONTINUE TO FROVIDE CAS AND HELICOPTER SUFPORT,
2. MISSION. 18I MARINES (REIN) CONDUCT CORDON m SELRCH OF ARBA 7
* BOUNDED BY NGAN TRUNG ( 1) ON NOATH AND BY PHONG HO (2) ON SOUTH, IN
CONJUNCTION WITH ARVN AND ROKMC FORCES, T0 FIND, FIX, CAPTURE AND/OR
DESTROY ENEMY FORCES, CACHES, MATERIEL AND FORTIFICLTIONS/INSTALLATIONS,
3, IEXECUTION: | _
£, CONCEPT .OF OPERATIONS, ON D-DAY AT L/H HOWR, 1ST MARINES WITH
ONE. BATTALION IN CONJUNCTION WITH TWO m:muoms OF 51ST ABGIMENT (ARVN)

BESLASSEEIED
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¥, .y

@Ewc[\nr\rsﬁaurﬂﬁ@

AND A TROOP OF LTH CAVAIRY (ARVN) IN ADDITION TO TWO GOMPANIES OF
RORMC FORCES CONDUCT HELICOPTER SUPPORTED CORDON 41D SLRCH OF THE
AREL BOUNDED BY NGAN TRUNG (1) GS BTOS6L 0N NOATH AND DY PHONG HO
(2) 65 BT0662 O SOUTH (ANNEX C: OPYRATIONS OVERLLY), CORDON FORID
 STMULTANEOUSLY Y LIJ\TDING USHo FORCE 35 (OME Bil) TN ZONES TO CORDON

EAST 4ND HORTH SBCTORS A.N'D uY LI.NDHIG 1.RVN FOACBS (ONE AN) IN ZONES

' TO CdiDON NORTI-I'W'E‘ST LND SOU‘I‘HL‘RN SEuTOh.S WIIILE JmOKMu }'O.LLCES ( TWO

» COMPANIES) MOVE nY FOOT TO COLLDON S0UTH AND SOUTHVJEST 58 CTORS (FHLSE

I). SEiRCH CONDUCTED JY ARV\I BN 4HD TROOP OF th CAVALRY FROM ¥riiTH
TO SOUTH ON% OF C o., 2ND BN, 1ST MARINES ("HA:)E II) umm T
COMPLETION OF PHiSE II, USMC FOH.CED COMMENCE DETAILED, DELTSERALE
SLARCH FROM ELST TO. WEST UNTIL MEETING WITH ARVE AND ROKMC FORCES
LLOWG WESTERN SECTOR (PHASE IIT ).

B. 20D BN, 15T MJ.RINEb_

© (1) CONTINUE ASSIGNEGD MISSION,

(2) 4SSWME OPCON TWO COMPANIES. OF 1ST BN, 1ST MARINES AT

16008, D1, .

( 3) CONDUCT HELICOPTER SUPFORTED CURDON LND SEARCH OPERATTON
IN CONJUNCTION WITH TWO ‘BATTALIONS OF SIST REGIMENT (ARVN) AND TROOP
OF 4TH CAVALRY (/RVN) IN ADDITION TO TWO COMPLNTAS 20MHC FORCES OF -
THE ARTA BOUNDED DY NGAN_ TRUNG (1) GS. Bioséh ON HOATH AND DY PHONG

HO (2) GS DT0662 (ANNEX C: OPERATIONS OVERLAY) ON THE SOUTH TO FIND,

- FIX, CAPTURE iND/OR »-DESTROY ENEMY FORCES, CACHES, MATERISL AHD FORTI-

FIGATIONS/INSTALLATIONS,

. DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED
. @?E‘ Rl ( \:LT EE@ |

C. 1ST BN, 1ST MARINES

\

(1) CONTINUE 4SSIGNED MISSION.
(2)  CHOP TWO CONMPANIES TO 2D DN, 1ST MARINES AT 16004
'(L-1) DEC 68. , |
D, 3D BN, 15T MARINES =~ °

(l) CONTII\IUL‘ ASSIG\IED MIbSION
(2) BL PREPARED ON CRLhR TO CHOP ONE COMPANY TO 2ND BK, 18T,

MARINES 45 BALD BLOLE. £ SisT eciment (AvW)

. E. 1ST BN, 11TH MARINES

(1) PROVIDE SUPFORT REQUIRED,

' ¥, COORDINATING INSTRUCTIONS

(1) D-DAY: TBA.- |
. , | _' (2) L,-HOUR‘(,coRD-'iN CQFH‘ENCES): 0730; H-HOUR (SEARCH):,ON ORDA. ..
‘ (3) DIRATION: TWO TO FOUR DAYS (TEAMINATE FIRES BY 2lisocH
DEC 68). |
| (L) IR SUPPORT PLAN: ANNEX 3 T3 FRAG O 192-68 |
. L ® C.0., 2/1 CONDUCTS CORDINATION CRIEFING ON 13..1, TIME
A PLACE MUTUALLY ACREEATLE 70 ALCON,-
" (6) DIRLNAUTH:; ALCON, o G
(7) SIX 40UR SITREP RIQUIRED. o

L. ADMIN 4ND LOGISTICS

A. REF B, | T |

' B, LSA TO DE LOCATED AT LZ k13, \

DECLASSIFIED
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S. COMMAND AND COMM-ELEC

k. REF L. WO CHANGE,
D. COMM-ZLEC PLLN TO BE ISSUED 5Y EXBCUTING UNIT,

ANEX:Y f - INTELLIGENCE BSTINATE (T3I)
A -~ ATR
/z/ OPERATIONS OVERLAY

) DISTRIDUTION: - T  COPLiS  OVERLLYS
oG, 1STMIR DIV 15 3
mmmm_' 5 '1
20 DN, 15T MIR 10 5

Cawow, wTMR s 1

1ST O, 1ITH MR - 2 . 2

‘Ca, 2D DDE ROKMC 10 3

_51sT RE&T, (LRVN) 10 2

. | UTH CLVAIRY, (ARVN) 10 1
. FILE 10 2

®
.@3.
%)
"t'a

i

2SI

DECLASSIFIED
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‘.J.DQ,,A. -A (Ld‘ 111-3\.-“0& Mi'TJJ---* U(d) t\) t‘r 3 OI‘\..UI' 1%“'08

Yo o4

1.

2, &

dly

i

thining

B

¢

(a) 4ppmuiz 1 t.o u, con . Wi

(b) . l’.’a}s )

MISSIONS S. iy

e

b.

. Characberistics of Area of Uperstions.
Hecent Enouy -4

16 OV 68 A/1/1 received S/4 and

2. NOV &8
23 NOV 66
27 K.V 48
27 WOV: 68
5 DEC 68

8 DIC 68

i1 DEC 68

- 11 DEC 68

13 DEC 68

13 DEC &8
13 DEC 68
13 DEC 68

13°DEC 68

15 BEC 68
16 DEC &8
16 DEC 68
16 DEC 68

17 DEC 68
17 DBEC 68
17 DEC €8

17 DEC 68

17 LEC 68

18 e &8

il 1.1-

by

Copy of .~ copics
1st Yarines(hein), FIF
D4 NAIL:, RVN '

Lz 31)-!"'68

LIS S‘ameu L701L,, Shect humbu 6ouo :Ev and 867 I

l9&-68

”1". (,,4.

SY STASLIN o

cbivities.

- fyom
%/2/1 Touid SFD at

3/2/1 received appro: 75 1
F/2/1 found !} SFDts 2

= /A froa
-lOd;LA i."C S I, 0%

Sec Hef (a).

A,/N fire i‘r:m BI04 «'\ 1;
18 NV 68 3/2/1 det'd 105 SFD at uTOc
18 WV 68 3/2/1 found 105 SFD at 2710 Lw) o
18 WOV 68 3/2/1 received 10 rd's SfA fire frow 3" 05 Qi
20 NOV 68 3/2/1 recaived 360. rd!s S/A irom a5t
S oplt atb - BTOL ot o
20 AW 68 G,"Z/l obls encry S/A fire on tow.r 7L :

STOBhGN?
BTOSC 55

3/2/1 received S/hapd H-79 ifram BT 59019
F/2/1 found M-~26 in C-rat can o* BTOOEALT
3/2/1 obs''d 2 men at : : BT 28623
3/2/% rocelved S/L froa teecline al BTOS 6O
3/2/3 recéived S/4 150 rd's {fron ATOSE ALY
3/2/1 received 10 1d's suiner Pir. £ BT061625

TOE265

C-rat cans filled with C-)} at DMCEBOLE
C/1/L detdt 1pi=26- 54T ot , B LJ“‘(:,_L.;
¢/1/1 xg + 1’1-26 S¥D et ‘”);J[‘)
C/1/1 dettg ii-26 SFD at - BLLEUGLL
C¢/1/1 £a unk STD buricd ot - ATOGLAYD
C/1/1 et td ¥-26 SFD at DTOESH.
C/1/1 HEDEVAC rectd ¢niper fire ifvas BT069EH(
¢/1/1 24 H~26 SIM atb o FPOELGS:
C/1/1 fd L S¥D1ss 1 H-79, 2 hane-nmadtc and : »

" 1 box mine at o TO5563L
C/ 1/1 £d 1 home-mude SFD nt aTosLoL5
C/1/1 £d 1 hawc-nizde SFD at 53°0556Y5
C¢/1/1 £fd 1 Chi-~Com rrenade SFD ab 3T05964L9 :
J1/1 £ 1 60:3] rizatam SFD at 2TO5E 6L,

G/1/1 dettdq k=2 SFD at -
C//1 fd 1 ‘hang=1cle SFD ot

4= L C O NLQ'?

DECLASSIFIED
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00 Lk:ﬂ._ B4E|

c¢ Strenzthe There is an estiuated SO - 100 nen in the area of

‘ ' Operatlon .

b

Gé%OSlthﬂ. The enany unit is belleved to be a company of the -

' T Sapper Bn.

- e, Location and D:Lspos:.tlm. 'he'Unit is believed to be. deployea in .
~Nzan Trum' (H), Phonz Ho (H), and Quan7 Ha (H) to avois Cetectione

f. Avallumllty of Reinforcements. ;»elnforenc,nt can cane frow the
V-25 Bn and Q-92 Co. which arc operating in the arcas of Cau iin,
Tra Khe and Viem Dong. These reinforcements can arrive pieca-
r.al within one ‘hour or inforce in 2 to 3 hours in up %o battulio
“strensthe

- dovements and Activities.

9 Dec 68 (1) Un-mcntlfud Bamullovx located in the vicin 1uy o
BT0O666L9

9 Dec 68 (1) Co. 189 bup)or Bn locuted in vhe vlc:Ln:\_ty of BIC: 36&8
h. Logistics. See Reference ()
i. Significant Strengths and Weaknesses

, (1) Strengths.. The Sapper Unit is a well trained, notivaie® -ud
. © . azsressive fiihting force. Its nokes wmaxinam use of oo
- charzes, 1.13.11 25 und B-hO rockctu.

(2) Wecknesses, It'° wost siznificent weekness is its lack of
sufficient orzonic sup: )c)rt_aJ arms cnd (.;.vallc-.bilir,;,r of
Sulllc.lcn‘b uuppll(,S- ‘ '

3. . ENEHY. UNCON\/ ﬁ.NT iO‘\L L ARD P"vCrIQLD.}ICé;L WARE SITULT LUy See Roference

. o (a)

lie  DNEAY CAPABILITIES.

ae Attack. E:ac,rqy forces con atcack at o Dl ce and time of his cheosing
with an estimated conpany size. force. If forces arc massed wubhout
detection by friendly units the enciy hus the capebility to breach
the Cordon, Iost likely direction of attcck is east in the vicinit;

of 0663. -

b. Defend. The unit hes the ca pa,n 1ty of defendiny for s relatively
short period of time. The enemy can rely on norhgr support from un
in surrounding ar.as of Vidm Donz, Tra Ixhe and Cau Ha. 4ls0 the
enany unit has ithe anility to supplment his dcfense with surprise
'flrlnr devices, '

ce Reinforce. The enemy units can reinforce piccencal within 1 hour

‘ o and enforce of up to one bat‘.;alioh in two to f:hrec hours.
d. Withdraw, -Withdrawel. could :mlj of\ 2CCor pllslkd throush prior

knowled e of friemdly opersiions.

a2 c off :@a @“%MEJ@; L
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6.

Ce

Evade. The enemy can evade U.3. Forces by hi(iing in bunkers,
caves and camouflaged f£i hting holus.

AHGIYSIS OF ENEMY CLPABILITIN..

“be

Aittacke The wnemy, realizinz that. he is being surcoundedy can

Qe
atback the Cordon at a point wherc there are avenues of approach
and covered frau ODSLI’Vuthn- The enemy can use up Lo & o Lpany
or squad-size unl’os for %: a¥e purpose.

b, Dei‘end. The enemy can elect to defend the arca with forces fi'an
within the Corcions The use of surprise firinz devices coordinated
with mortar fire from arcas around Tra-Khe, V:Len-Dong and Can-

Ha . could disrupt pluc:lng the Corden,

ce Reinforce. Any attempt at rcz.m;orcln’ the units in the area .

. operation would only result in i‘urther annihilation of cnemy
forcese

de Evade. Hidinz in bunkers has been the enaiy's. chicf metvhod of
avolding contact when cordoneds It denles knowled:e of his
locztion to friendly forces and mekes fixing cnany positions :.ore
difficulte :

ee Withdrawal . This ’ou.ct:x.c is favorsblo to wwc coeiy, bub camo:
be accamplished without prior knowledze of friendly operati

“CONCLUSIONS

ae Relative Probability of adoption of aveilable coursus of action.
(1) Bvade..
(3) Defend -
(4) Reinforce -
(5) Withdraw
Efiects of Enemy Capability

(1) BEvade. Successful evasion of frlcndly forcos will preclude
accaiplistment of the mnission.

(2) . ittacke If the cnemy should attock the Cordon, there arc
two possible outcomes: (1) Breaching of the lines and
eSCu.pll 2 fram the Cordon, thercfore denyinr accomplisiment
of tie mission. (2) Friendly discovery of the planned
atieck and annihilation of the enemy erccs by our supericr

, supportlnb arms. :

’ . : A -ﬂ l,& & me H
-3 ¢ o DEGL IEROFIED ;.
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‘C@@@Lﬂu@~

(3)

L L

Dofend. The defense of the arca oy enemy farces. will

result in the systematic dwtmctlon o;. hlS iorccs by

(L)

(5)

Lar 3'0.3\.1‘1.9’” SU.JQ.)I’uJI‘ CEXTiS

wd s

t

"Reinforecus This action will only commit zreater

number of enermy troops to the superior firc-power
and air of friendly forceses

Withdraw . The enewmy!'s withdrewal would deny accai-
plishment of the mission, Withdrawal can only be
affected throush prior knowledzc. of the Cordona

&b co v DEGLASS ﬁwFUL
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3 H ”r‘(;'{ag; {l B
BB ASSIFIED . FIRST MRTIES (REIN)
o DAILNG, RVN -
171800K DIC 68

m B (AIR) TO FRAG O 192-_68
REF: (a) MiP, VIETIUM, 1150,000, S.c]RLS L, SHEET 66401 D 66401V
TDE ZONEs H N |
1. SITULTION
ie ENEMY FORCES. LNVEX B. (memmm) TO omz.mm ORDER 314-68.
B. FRIENDLY FORCES
(1) IST MiRINES CONPROIS LLL ATR OF#RATIONG TN Tilu 0.
(2) 1ST Mid EROVIDES FIXED WING D HELIC OPTHR SUPFGRT .
2. PROCEDWRES |
b LIR STRIKES WIDHIN THE 15T MLRTIGS L0 MUST B TiDER POSTH IV
CONTROL OF .. FiC, Ti0 (L) CR LSKE,

B. PREP FIRES: THE USE OF PIXED WING .TRCR:FT WITH "SOFT" ORDILICE )

IS LPPROVED FQR PREP.RITICN CF THE LiNDING ST055.

C. .IR DUFSISD: THS DIFESE @ THY FELICOBIS WILL DEPED OF
"HOTSPOR" WEUTR.LIZ.RIOH VIIATH THS L55IGMED LFDING 5.0TCRS. THE
DEFEFSE OF THE HILICOPLZS WILL BL THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE 1iC (a)
THE L.FDING SECTCRS LRE DJILJ 45 TOLLOWS 3 |

SHOTGR 1¢ BT052643 LLONG Tii TR.TL SOUTH TC BTO57621.

- SECTQR 23 BT052643‘J.L0.1\IG - TRLIL ST T0 BI0S664S.. |

SIOTGR 34  BEOG6645 LLOKG TIE ROLD SOUTH TO BTOS9625.

SICTCR 41 BI0GY625 LLONG 4 LIN: WEST TO BTOST625.

D. TROOPLIFT: THE PRIMRY MISSION OF THE HULICOFTTRS SUPPORIING
THE TROCPLIFT WILL BE T53 SIMUILANCOUS LAMDING OF TROOES IN .IL LNDING
SEOTCES. TO 'Lzrbm TED TRLLY CLOSURS OF THS CCRDON ENCIRCLING THS
BIDOTIVE iREi.. (ST SPECIAL NO.‘EE). o

| DECLASSIFIED
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’ \(\\ St FUED

B, ST/GING: LIL PERSCHNEL TO BE LIFTED BY CHw46 LTRCRIFT WILL B3
ST.GED IN TVEIVE (12) M. HELITE.MS IN mn,mm OF 125 FEET LPLRT .LLOHG
THE TU C.LU RO.D (BTO73657). iIR ELNZIS '\-‘JILL‘I\’H{RK %.CH UIC'CU‘P POINT .
ALL PICKUP ARS WILL E.VE SMOKS LD . PRO~-25 FOR CCMMUNIC TICH.
F. LTRCR.FT meIzAmom IS JWICIE TuD THLT 16 c~1~46'< LD
6 W-34'S 'L}ILL BE USZD 0O LIFT CUMBINGD CURDCN SIEMONTS . STX -1
GUNSEIPS /NTICIELTED ON S7.7ICH, _ '
o | G. MID-EVAC: N MED-EVC FLIGHTS .IILL BE PJEPCXSIIIOIED FOR THIS
-ommflow. REQUESTS FQR MID-EV.C WILL BE M. DE G T.CP LCC..L, FRuUZHCY
3644 PANIM. H T 14 UTILIZDTG THE S7.KLARD %’WEJDL FOMAD.  MED=EVLC
PICKUFS ‘WILL BE M.Di ON MBD-M“C COMMCN. CULCR CODE: VAMMILLICK (R 35450
" H. DMLY/RESUPPLYs = COME FLIGHT CF TO CH-46'S PLUS U0 HU-1E QUG IS
WILL REMAIN CN ST.WIBY AT 1Z-413 DURING THS DAYLIGHT oms OF T OF.i'Iul,
AIL RELSTS FCR LOGISTzd/;.DMm SUPFGRT, ICLUDLIG WESUFELY (1D P.SCEIGHA
- MOVEMENT ?'-FIii: BE SUBMITTED VIi THE Sed CHANNEIS TC TV BLOTLLION S=4
CONC URRENT ¥ITH TFE D AR REGWEST. IT IS LNPICTR.TWD THLT CQMPANIES ILL
. BE RLSUPPLLA) INDIVIDULLLY LD TH.: TH; COLIZCTION CF OF LTUABLE ITEMS
WILL BE ON C4E S.M2 B.5TS, I.o., C_.RGO IS LGS, m LLL (PEER
SUFLCRT l“f)UES'I‘o WILL By SUBMITTED TC THE 1T MRTNIS T.0F.
I. 0aCs c-;m C&C 'R;C_KAG;; JIIL B3 PB.EPGSITIC&»TED DAILY T 1Z-410,
DURING THE D.YLIGHT HOURS, POR THE S5 OF THE REGTIENT.L COMLMIZR
3+« COMIND .ND cc:muﬁ'mﬂ ICi‘Tb-si.l.@CfRONICQ

de ERL 5 (COMUNIC.TIORS-ELICTRONICS ) TO FR.G CRDER 192-68.

&)
e
:

o o DEsMsSIFIE
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@”@@“Q‘ERFBE@
B. COBFROL AGENCIES:
(1) DiSC, DAMANG :
(2) 4SBT, DLNLNG _
(3) TiCP, 15T M.RINDS ~ P.‘Nd\m ﬂm 14 v 3644 41D 57,1,

SPECIAL NOTH®: LIFTS WILL BB ORG.LNIZLD SO 48 TO EI\TSU‘?J_. THLT UI\TII‘S

'WILL LiND I VICINITY OF TIL.‘IR POSITIONS .I;LO"IG THT. CORDOI L THIS

REQUIRZS. THO THINGS s
(1) THaT PILO”‘S ARE mmomm:amzmn LID HLVE CODUCTED

L RECOI\..LL;B&;JIGB TQ DE."EMIJIIE nJI-LJI' THE SP..G.LJ ‘FLCTORS ’IITL BE IW

" THE LiNDING LREL TO'L’V’SURL: A SPBEI.D _OF I.u‘.l\T.DING LIONG THI AWM IRE

s

SECTCOR.
(2) FIRST LIET IILL HLVE SUBUNITS OF LNTJZ“ HELILIFIED
CORDON FOPGE FOLLONED BY SUBSEQUENT LIIT;; O TRENGTHE EST.BLISIED

CORDO »

'DISTRIBUFIQN: SIE DISTRIBUTION TO FRLG O 192-68
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ANNEX C: OQFERATICNS OVERIAY TO FRAG O 192-68

TN
e
n X
oY
z
(2 e
¢ Ay 2 8P
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-
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¢ R E I

A% D 19343 (3) 4 ' o

GP 0 3t4=%3 {3} 5 8!

AdMiie O 3 4-63 (3) s pt 0

(3) 31 JATTONe RTF Ae NO CH AyhZe

(3) MISSiUNa REF Ae MO CHANGT,

€3 SXECUTION . }

3R) 3W 1TT MAR , .

3 OTIRWINATE OFCUd COe 3 !ST ¢ 15T MAR

2456804 25C B4 -
{23 CunTindz ’\SSEFM =3 rv?):ﬂui\*
“E‘g E)_ '3'\ B; v A‘{ ) T .
(03 a3supmc (mr“ b CU 26 ESH G IST meR af. . . o o

Z«JQK)IJIJH A5C 434 :
Tind =< A))v :l\:~_\l i“f‘s)EUN

i AR

ASS?GW 3 M 'QSS'E;')Na'
A3 TOGISTICS « RE e
‘} o tAJngl&ﬂ &-'I :C@ Q..s Ao

:éz‘ - TJRﬂdQT 10“7;/2'(,/0(,{‘} 1R8/38.4
) TOD**(O?QEBL/ /7 2/'1 i"r; . .
20112027577 HQ CO cour ;: l

FLC 2100/4 {1/68)
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RN

S W Sos L o

oSS
(L pser”

(1) RIF As CURRINT INTSUMS & PERINTREPS

Ao FRIZNILY
{i) RIF A
Ze {5) HI3SI0Ne FIRST ®MAR {RZINJ} CONDUCTS SLUOCK ANJD STARCH
OPZRATION VICINITY HA TaY (3T023643) AND ZATZNOS PATROL ACTIVITY
TO CONSUCT S2ZARCH G¢ THE AN (2) (BTE35878) TO CONSUCT DELIBIRATE.
JTTal STARCH OF SUSPERTES ROCKIT STORAGE QR¢A5a'
3o {3} 2AZCUTION

=heo CONCIPT OF (P2 R&W‘?E‘QS@ FIRET MARI N . (RZIND WiTH,

PaGI TWO 05 ZCRZT _

ONZ RZINFORCZI COMPANY CONDUCT DZLI9ZRATZs DoTail P‘A?FH o
HA TaY (3Ta93543) AN2 SATIMIS PATROL ACTY wPIV 70 VICINGTY
THE AN €2} (31235675) 70 iO%wui? DZLISIRATE DETAIL 3% ﬁw&ﬁ
OF SUSPICTZO A0CKIT STORAGE ARZASe

= 3. 1ST 3Ny 15T WAk
{1) WITH ONT COMPANY AT 252G60H MOVE TO STUTH OF

HE TAY VICINITY (BT201655) AND AT 46hsH ON D=DAY CONDUC
IZLIITRATE DETAIL SEARCK OF HA TAY (370856433 70 £1ND SLSPECTZD
ROCKST SIORAGE AREAS. ~

+
t
3

(1) SXTEND PA TROL ACTIVITIES 70 THI AN 123 VICINITY
(37035575) AN CONDUCT D5L132RATE DETAIL S2ARGH F O SusPECTED

COROCKIT >Tﬂk&b_ ARTAS @

“’3) CONTINUZ ASS{GNZI MISSION»

e 2R3 3Me »37 R E

{15 YITR QN5 PLATOON PROVIDS BLOCKING

HA JUV@ f3RADU6LE TO BTARSELE ) &7 28%§3%,@
JOCOMTINUZ ASTIGNZT MISSION.

S {2
Do ZNI 3o MAR
{?} LC%T“M" SHIGNID MISTION
“o CODEDIHATERG INSTRUCTIONS
§2OR T
=C 68
ARCH ﬁﬁ&a%ﬁ? Bhl 5H
310 FORCE IN POSITION #5304
{13} ﬁ»#aw 3 LOGISTICS o
= 5e (U} COMMAND AND COMi-ILA &
DIV=1/1 /2510157 @E@{L@ cgﬁ[‘zﬂﬁ@
gt 2/ /25577 HLASOL
N 9 fw"%"é/(}f:*!j‘f% 1/6
Copy Z of Cople FLC 2100/4 (1/68)
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INY $53S8S o) * | ]21/// o
© 2628587 DEC 68 , Q?:;) - L

FM FIRST MARINSS ' ' e

T3 FIRST MARINZS (COLL) ’ TE
INFO G FIRST MARDIY Jns

g?a CRET | | | :;f:f1> gi?}

FRAS 0 19563 (3) o
Ao (P O 31468 (S) i3 i
3e LIMIN G 314=68 {3} | L° i
te {2) SITUATIONe : 2}
Ae THEMY s
(1) REF As S : S
Se FRIZNILY s ST o
(1) RE¥ A oS
(2) PFs®S ASSIGNZD TO 1ST MARINES TO CONDUCT SZARCH
PORT!On OF CORJON AND SZARCH OPSRATIONS AND GTHER APPROPRATE
. MES&EGk)s .
22 £3) AISSIONs FIRST MARBN S (Rz !N) CGQTBNuFu ASSEGNED
MISIION 3D COqJn’S: JIZTAILED AND DZLIZTRATZ SZARCH OF ISLAND-

PAGT TWO 0ST 163 S S C R = | | | 0
g NTZR M43S BIﬁZSESJq AND SWEZP OF TAN HANH AT9Y9655 TO FINDs.
X

» CAPTJRI ANDJOR DZSTROY ENZMY FORCESe CACHESs MATZRIAL AND INSTALLATI™

ﬁ-@RTir CATIONS » e
.3@ (33 ZX“CUTIONe L
Ae C@NQ PT OF OPZRATIONSe ON J°3Asa AT H°H0UR9 FIRST : I
CMARINZS WITH SATTALION (=302 CO°S PLUS | PLAT) AND } PLAT F e
S Prr S CONJUCT DZTAJL=OFOZLISZRAT: SzARCH OF JSLAND-CENTERe
MASS 37125653 3Y 3L0CKING CFF SOUTHZASTZIRN APPROACHES AND
COMMINCZING STARCH FROM NORTHWZSTe UPCON COMPLZTION OF SEARCH«
UN!T STCURZS 3LOCKING COMPANYs ANJD RETURNS VIA TAN HANH TQ SW=E
THAT VILLAGE TO FINJs FiXo CAPTURZ AND/OR DESTROY =NEMY FORCESe
CACHZSe MATZRIAL AND INSTALLATIONS FORTIFICATIONS «
8¢ 3RS 3Ne IST MAR
(1) CONTINUT ASSIGNZD MESSEONa
{2) ASSUMZ OPCON ONZ COMPANY OF 18T BNs 18T MAR AY
272333K Q5C 68. :
(3) WITH 3ATTALION (=)(2 CO°S PLUS-1 PLAT) AND 1 PLAT
PFF®S CONDUCT DETAILEDs DSLIBERATE SEARCH OF ISLAND=CENTER MASS
"3T978653 3Y SLOCRING OFv SOUTHZASTEZRN ADPRGACP =S AND COMMEMCE
SZARCH FROM NORTHW=STs UPON COMPLETION OF SEARCHs SZCURZ

A
|

5 opy_;z.of;?__Copies

: G
. i3
h FLC 2100/4 (1/68) .
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PAGZ THRIZ 0S6T 1686 S SCRET '
:SLOCKWG COMPANY ANJ RPIURN VM TAN HANH (BT999655) TO FINDe PIXs CAPTUR E'ﬁ,

'ANDJOR DISTROY ZMEMY FORCESe CACHISs MATERIAL : TR

AND INSTALLATIONS /FORTIFICATIONS o i
Co 15T:3N% 15T MaR

o (1) CONTINUZ ASSIGNED MISSICNe
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