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HEADQUARTERS
1st Battalion, 1st Marines
34 Marine Division (Rein) FMP
San PFrancisco, California, 96602

3/3G1/ md
3100
? 00’? V"éﬁ
LT 14 May 1966 =

Prom: Cormanding Officer
To: Command ing General, %d Marine Division
Via: Cormanding Officer, 4th Msrines

Subj: Combat Operation After-ietion Report T-66

(andvm vdo) 14y by

SFh! f(uw ri~ G

Ref: (a) Maps; VIETNAM; 1:50,000 iMS Series L701,
| Sheets 6559 I, IV, and 6560 II, III
Bnel: {1) Operation Order 10-66
Ez) Operation Overlay — 10 May 1966
3) ' Operation Bverlay — 11 May 1966
é-ﬂ,g Operation Overlay — 12 May 1966
' 5 Sequence of BEvents
1a Code Name, WAYNE
2. Dates\oi' Operation. 10710004 ~ 121800H May 1966
3. Logg_’glono T HITA, THIBN Provrloe. See Enclosures (2)
' NOrCUgh LA Ya
4. Control or Comnand Headguarters. 4th Marines.
F. Task Organization. See Annex 4 t0 Enclosure (1)
{Uperation order 10-66).
6. Dupporting ¥ « See paragraph 1.b. of Enclosure
(1) (Operation Order 1066 »
n ENCLOSURE ("T
: . Tﬁ _
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w;YIfle_r-easfollowsa Lo T e
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(1) 1014203 - _fuo ¢P’ ueounty discwered 2-¥0- mov:mg along_

a side +rail at (‘_Lt}908°90) Secur:,ty opereﬁ f:.re ki1Ting hoth VO& =
No friendly cc.s.ma] bmsa Geptu:ced equlpment' kl) Thompson SMG with’
. 45-rde of ammunitdons. | l) Chifom 7062 MOSSIN-NAGANT Carbine Mods 53.°

| with 22 vds of emmpition,’ (1), gaptridge belt,' (2) ChiCom grenadesy °
{1} 1eather oartoidge: nouch; ¥¢ o wore black ‘shimts; ommouflage mat- .
exrial - Vrs;ppe& poasibly around thei_r wnist and one blus hat. Possibly
a Vo aec‘ur:.'by elemand’ Flughed out by Naval gun-—fire. VC were hecsd.:ing
west when thery \mre dmect E‘dn

7 **) 10\15:!;3 - UE fou:nd - abamma vc ot v:a.c:mity (Yc-
92’%993h The following tfems weve foimd insides (1) 12 gage shot=.
gen of U.8. make, (1) VO pack con'l:s:ming mess gea:r and dooments,
and 200 pounda of :cioeo : .

{5y 10',*.630H i 'm* Co recelvpd. 1 burst of au‘tomatic waapons :
fixe vmnﬁy (Yggzzgal,) ‘8 Mightly wsunding tio (2) TSMC (non=ovas)e
AN oo yetupned fizye kllf\ing V0 and 2VC yIA.- . 0 - Pursued VO
{ eobsmated 4-5) and found 3 ‘mifer possibly & VO-.aid stations -Equip-
_menf found in huts: - (1) VO flag, () pair of binoculars end casey (1)
kBife,” (3) hammocks, kza} sets d: -clothing dnd -rain gear; (2).packs,.
'(3) contesns, (1) ean of milk, % ¥w26 hand-grenade, (16) ChiCom hand-
?renadess 5 cavtons of beaf; k3 boxes of mmmunition of unknovn type;

1 cooklng Doty (40),'_0%116.5 of “documents, ‘(1) pen~krife; (3) Tlashe
Mgt hulbe, 150 blasting gapa, 900 pounds of rico, (1) Chifion mfle
oatiber . ?-,,62 and. (30) paunds of '-zssorted medical supplies.

R MOYSSH Jl- :m:r" firad on ‘ =VC r-nmlng dm-m a rail v:'..c—-
1«:“.1‘3)' {1',-0063098)0 The initial hurst leilted 4ws VO, - The othe 3-VC

. Axopped thei( ‘ni’ lzs and npa-ai’ﬂ' and withdrew. back along tra“l]‘.. .&-3

parsnred with o liearry o Tuir of, £ire resulting in-2VC WJk.

. ruquipnent wqptu:r::ad were. f 5} Ghi(f’m 7.62 carbines and (5) ‘packes No-
fricndly casvalition, 1113 T wore woaring khald wnifoyme with blve
mwestorg, One grave exppmximate.‘ﬂs 3 momthe old and 2 fresh fighting
. ,fholes wera, found: vioinlty (Y0933999) ﬁ.long ‘bhe ‘Bame trail- - -

o (5) weow - "B" Go nt ('fcqz4999} fond 6‘ huta (15::30 foet)
exd B sml_]_.e:., atp, 200 rds of. 9mn SMG arvnition; 15 ets of Ve khalkd,
ﬂm)fomsg ’J‘G field paokm E:) punchong ‘4 poundg’ of ChiCom TNT; 6 swoat=
223, end 2 bunkernss At T10855H (YG9?4999) Apt Go foundt 6~60mn mortar
rigy. " 160mm mortex’ ’cﬂseﬁolrﬁ:e, ‘A'mackdne gun barrels £or ‘s ChiCom 7,62

" oo DPM DEGTYAREV automatic ‘rifies 8 pounds of TNTy; 50.VC khaki uniformsy

7 3 feet e 110‘3.} hts, 1 ~ 8X8 feet’ cookmgrlmt, 2 =634 fect l:ﬁ:!r-
ing quarter#, 9 oane of ‘powdered milky S0C pounds of rivey 200 pounds
of dried shrimp, 35 pounds of ecooking shortening,
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" 7. ‘INPELLIGENCE. Operation WAYNE, 10-12 May 1966, was a search and
destroy cperation conduoted in the THUA THIEN Provines, PHJ 1OC Dis-
trict, KHE BAI DA areae. Prior intelligenese indicated the prosence of -
the 804th Viet Cong Main Foroce Battalion, with an estimated strength
of 450 men. Two {2} seperate Local Force Guerrilla units that number-
ed 100 men each were reported bordering the XHE BAI DA ares in the
capacity of a screening force, - A confirmed Mein Force Batialion,
~the 8I0th, was reported by III MAF Order of Battle to be located in
‘the BACH MA French Resort srea, vieinity G8-(Z00592). This battal-
ion wam reported to be oapable of reinforeing the 804th Bettslion’
within a 12 hour pericd. Weapons for hoth She.804th and the 810th
Batbtalions included Slmm and 92um morvers, S7mr recoilless rifles,
and gssorted automatic, semieautomatic and bolt sction small armss
The PEU LOC Viet Cong District Headquarters wibh administrative gnd

Arensiont faolllt:.eg wag a.lso reported loca'ied. in the KHE BAIL DA
8recdte - _ . T B

Be Helimpter Landing Zone SWALLOW, at (Y090399T) showed. litfle
. evidence of Viet Cong zotivity. Lack of fortifications, used struc~
tures apf 393184 orop arcas indicated that the Viet Cong avoided the
open teyrwin within-this aress. Though several structures were in the
landing zone mrea, thoy wore in poor condition and showed no sign of
~recent occupations Several psiches of ground contained second or
thi;rd _season g"-ow-fsh of dry oraops; but were unworked and bore no crops.
, The KHE: BAI DA aroa appoared to be ;Y stagmg and. trangient
aves complete with medlcal, messing smd billeting structures located
along main trails running parnllel to stresms for essy mccess to
fresh water supply and bencath jungle candpy_for' protection sgainst
vigual debection, ALl structures were placed in draws or ravincs
- that offered excellent defonso against high-explosive mundtions,
Well cons$ructed bomb shelters and covered fighting holes were found
in the rear proximity to all sitructuress Messing facilities were oene
trally located within billeting areas. 4 VO hospitaly complete with
recovery, billeting and mossing facilities was found at (YG923991)

AlL sresn and boilddings were aonneoted by a net of well oovered pa.ths
and trailss -

G. The contack that was made during -Operation WAYNE with the Viet
Cong was scabtered and failed to show indications of orgmiized resise
 ¢moce. The Viet Cong engountered did not appear to be well trained
or diseiplineds  On one coscaslon, a Marine patrol surprised a five
' men Viet Cong patrol coming down & traile The Marines killed the
Jeading two Viet Cong and the other three dropped their weapons and
:© " packs and fled back along the trail. This contact resulted in two
- (2} ¥ KIn, five (5) ChiCom 7.62 carbines and five (5) VC packs cap—
Coturada The VG did not flre one shet in “bhlB engagear.ent.

&ﬂ&‘{l@iﬂSSﬂfFﬂE@f ot
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i8] posunda -of- assorteﬁa faodatuffs, and 30 pommd.s of mscellaneous civi-—
- lian clothjmg

(6) 11094011 A=l foumd 3 larga huta alﬂng a strem bed at
(Y6933008)s A outdoor messing table: was -found.plus 10 fighting holes, -
1 omve, 25 pounds of V¢ equipment, doouments, 100 »dz of T7.62 and 9mm -
cormandtion, small erms emmaeltion and-40 pounds. of galbs

(7) 1111158 .~ "BY Co found at (¥C916999) 1 French SMG (MATSw-
49) caliber 9mmy 15¢ rds of 50 ealiber ammmnition, 4 Bongalore Torpow
does with 4 warheads, 2 drun type megazines for a ChiCom 7.62 DFM
DEX}TYL.‘REV sutomatio rifle anﬁ 12 9lm MAT3~49 magamnes.

(8) LIIB45H - (20927997} &S Co OB seou:rity Bpotted 2-Y03 oponed
‘fire and the V¢ fled dropping 1 GhiCom 7.62 MOSSIN-NAGANT Carbine Mods
53s Contact immediately lost. VG wers wearing khaki shorts and bleok
shitrts pTus were barefooted, S o '

{9) 111950 ~ At {Y0895995) MC" €o-encountered 6-VC armed with
gall amme of undetermined type. "C" Co opened fire znd began pursuit.
VC fled without weturwimg f ire. Gontm‘b Jont with the VCe One hut

- Gisgovered and des'bioyed. L e T e

' (10) 1213558 = Oud (l) TISNG W5 tmok etivok & mind en romd
st (TR8OT06)s Mine believed 1-.. be & nsmm :d.. Crater was 43473 foot.
(11) USMC WIS (7 evaeusted). Wil

&e The complete resulic ef Qpergtiox;_,wmr_m, 10-12 May 1966, were
as flllowaa

T s CRR ]

(1) V6 KIA - (5) confirmed
. " VG VIA - (3) proba,hle '
(2) ‘.-Iea;pons captuted: o
(&) Thempson .4.5 caliber SMG - (1)
toi (b)) MATS49 G SMe - (1)
(e) 12 gage shotgun = (1) .0 wo:oo A

Q) ouam s vie -0 | UNGLASSIFIED

{3} Bqudpnent  noooiioaoc 0
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thQum f:agcnant_atjnn grenaded ) 8.
: .b_;Chi.G'.or.q : s_‘t';ic-l{ g-ren.a.des : L 5
M«-.?Gfra@;ﬁenfa‘bion grenﬁaés e
’ Ma:ék—-—Q framéﬁtation grenades - 1
- ﬂh;.Coru mlPe—LJ}\e "'rena.des 1 _
. ‘Chlcom 60mm mortar 'baseeplate 1 -
' VWeapons repair kit ' l
.French b:inml'_aula..rs., }-)I‘- i
o Spare parts kit for DEM DEETYARE‘E’_ _
7962mm autama's:l.c Tifle 2
Spare btaryels for DPM DEGTYABEV o
?.62mm a.utomatlc rifle 4
Drum-type magazines f or'DPM DEGTV-'- :
AREV 7.62mm sutomatic  zifle 2
60mn morbar rds’ unknowr. make 0
50 galiber U.S. zds . ]
ChiCom hlasting caps _
ChiCom 3angalore Torpedc;es; o _ ;L
Werheads for Chilom Sargalore o
. Torpedoes- - 4
ChiCom TNT _ Y1 1b,
+45 oaliver E’..S; iy . 84
7.62mm U.S. lisked ammariition i+ 2 rds -

M-1943 Irtermodiste Rugsian rds 10 rds ™

DECLASSIFIED

rds ¥

30 cilibex. U.S. tarbine rds 55 oids

| ILMM@SSHHE |

_5 rds

150 rds

o0

0.

12 lbe, .
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oy T,
ChiCom 7.62mm carbine rds
?-621:311 short ¥X-50 rds
Smm rds
12 gage shotgun_shéll
Magazine, M-l carbine
_ Magazine, K-50
y . | . Magamine, MAT=-49
| | Mﬁgazine; Thompson MG
Entrenching tool
"Canteen
Khalki uniforms
Field packs
Ponenos
Cartridge belte
. | I Miscéiléi}eous ‘.E‘i:q_uipme.n‘b
| | (4) thilitiao'deatroyedl
B Btruckures -+
Covered fighting holes
Caves
(5) Miscellaneous
Rice
Balt

* Cooking shortening

DECLASSIFIED

Captured . Destroyed

83 rds 0

165 mds 0

117 rds 200 rds

1 rd 0
3 0
4 0
2 12
3 0
2 0
8 0
25 65
11 6
-8 - 0
6 s

80 1og - 200 1be

4
14
_l

1 ten
40 1bs

33 1bs

4

URCLASSIFIE




DECLASSIFIED

Captured  Destiroyed

* . gooking 04} oo . am .o 200 10 ba -
Dried fish T ¢ X 20 1bs
Sugar | 0 B 1ba
Dried shrimp 0 200 lbs
Vegelables ® 300 1bs
% Powdered milk ' 0 9 ocans
Blarkets 0 10 o
Doouments 80

1bs 0

Medical equipment

x»* Medioine ‘ 20 lbs 0
#¥*  Bandages . 20 1lbs -0
Instxomente 10 Iba 0

* A1l of these items had "HANDS ACROSS THE SEAY™ or "GARE" symbols
atenoiled on their containers.

** It was noted that maxy items of med.icine and bemdages wers pur~
chaoed st various pharmacies in HUE City. ' .

,ﬁ'}ﬂ ir\'---h e Y
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8. Migeion., Commebeoing L-Hour {1C000RH), D-Day (10 M=y),
18t Bn, {5t Marines lande by helicopier in L2 SWALLO;
geliges HILL 273, destroying enemy installations loecated
tliere; after ssizure of HILL 27%, continues athack north
to destroy enenmy in zone. The battalion prepares to take
OPCON of Co G, 24 Bn, 18t Marines, on crder.

8. Cgoncent of Operation. See paragy aoh 3.9, and Annex B
(Operation Overldy) of Enclosure (1 (Operation Order 10-66),

Planning envisloned tie battalionts landing with three

rifle companies {Resin) and a command group. After landing,
eanh company was to proceed along its assigned axis of

- advance %o 1ts portion of Phase Line RED, The copmmand group
. wasg %o follow the center company, hdltl"lg mltlally in the

' vioinity of HILL 27%. On order, after all companies had
reached Phase Line RED, the attack was to continue in each
comparyfg zone of acsion. Co G, 2d Bn, let Marines, OPCOXN
4th Marines initially. was to come under OPCON 15t Bn,

18t Marines when communications between the company and -the
battalion were established.

- 10. - Exgrution.
a. Oee Bnclosures i2) throsgn™ (5):

b. Ihe operation waz conducted essentially as planned
sxcept tha$ the boundary vetween the 18t Bn, 1st Marines
and the 3d ¥n, 4th Marines——eagtablished gs a limit of
advance for anits of the 1st En, ‘st Marines—was moved
200 meters ssuth effective 111245H, ~nd the direction of
attack was cipnged from north to wspt once this new limit
0f advance was regched. Effective communications were not
establlhhad, snd OPCOW of Co %, 24 Br, 183‘War1nes wag not
assumed untll “11400H, '

c. Upon cecmpletion of the westward sweed Birgygh the
valley, 18t Bn, ist Marines wes 5881gned additiona. pgtpgl-~
ling and ambushing missions along, and to the west ot
Route 4. (Sece. anclosure (4) )

1. Results.

Qe “rlendly apsualties: HIA - O
' WTA ~ 1% (6 non—evac)

Fnemy caguaitiess KIA ]
W e WIA - % (probable).-

l&%ﬁi. ;

Rt —
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¢. Priendly materiel losses: Nome. -
'”f”@. EASmy materlel_losses: See paragraph 7 above.

12. ~ Administrative Matters. XNo gignificant problems ;
. encopntered.

13, Specisl Technygle .

a. The scarcity of 1and1ng zonc g under the thlck
. canopy of most of the area of operatlons precluded normal
helicopter resupply techniques., - Excellent tearwork
between helicopier support team persorinel and the heli-

copter pilots was responsible for the success of the
hovering and nowtmg/lowermg technigues which had to he .
employedo_

Y. The AN/PRC-25 radlo, especmally when ecuipped
with tle long antenna, proved entirely satisfactory for
radio comrmnications-~-even under the canopys. IFor future
reference, the battalion comman d group experimented with
field expedient antenna, constructed of communication wire,
which wag lifted above treetop ievel by a lighter-than-air
bzlloon. The makeshift antenna proved to be entirely
gatisfactory, although further experiments are needed to
reduce the weight and bulk of the gas- r!'tial'lenr~r:1'l:j_ng apparatus
for the balloon.

14, QJommander's Analysis,

T a. ThE discovery of enemy installations and materiel .
in the area of operations tended to bear ocut intelligence '
reports which had been received prior to the start of -the
operation. I% is estimated that the area was the home-—on a8
continuing bzsis—-of a VO company, with facilities for
handl ing elther an influx of recruits or trans:ent 1nd1v1d-

- uals/units.

b, One unusual feature of the operation was the
unwill ingness of the VO encountered to hang on to their
weapons when faced with sudden assault by Marines. This
indicates that the VO encountered were either recruits or
rear echelon security forces in a relatively lLow state of
tramiﬂgc

e o . 9 - B 'i
o | UNELASSIFIED
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significant problens,

Ca

Movement through the area

DECLASSIFIED

of operatlons posed no

A conventionally eduipped Marinc

battalion would have no difficulty operating for an extended
~pericd in this or gimilar areas.

15-

Becommendations.

La

It is recomwmended that ag

a matter of routine

Planning, tuevck convoys be provided with a mine sweeping
capability, with which to check intended turn-around arsas.
After a truck detonated a mine on 12 Vay (See Baclosure (5}.),
a significant delay in loading the convoy occurred until

nine

o,

Dapprness. under the conopy

sweeping teams could bhe dispatched to check the turns

around areas which were eventually used.

canged difficulties in

destreying VO huts and rice stores by fire, It is
recompmended that units planning opsrations of this type de

adviged to caITv a supply of white phosphorcus or other
incendiary *type grenades.

(.u

VAW D.

1¢;

/
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: %&5@ % k%ﬁ?%% ~©  SHOUENCE OF EVENTS
U (¥ Hi.. B . = I

1e 0 Mgg ~ The helilift to LZ SWALIOW commenced on
~sehedule gt:-7000H. By 1040H, Co 4, Co B, and initial
elements of the battalion command group had been landed.
After a refue‘ang delay, the remainder of 4the command
group and Co C.were landed. The unopposed 1ift wag
completed by 101145H. As the ocompanies commenced move-
ment along thelr assigned pwes of advence; alr strikes
and navel gunfire missions were conducted to block
posgible enemy routes of wiihdrewal. The first gound
contact was rade at 1340H, as the point s@uad from
. Co G spotted one VO vicinity ¥YC 9055998. The Marines
. fired one round and commenced pursuit, but were unable
$o trap the V0. At 1420H, a i=rine from the comand
group seourity element killled two VO as hoy' anproachad
the commﬂnd group on a side trail wviecinity T¥C 908990,
Both V& Woere dréssed in black, with camouflgged material
cwrapped around their waistss Weapons snd eQuipnent
recoversd included: one Thompson submmchine gun; one
CEICOM 7,62mm riflecy two CHICOM grencdes; o cartridge
relt; ond o leather ammunidion pouch. AT 1552H, the
24 Plat, Co A discovered an abandened hut vicinity
Y0 92399%-~in an arfea previmusly reported to contain
a VO cnmp for transient cadre. The tut contrined 12~
gauge shotgun and 200 pounds of rices At 1630H, as
- the platoon continued to gearch the aren, ite point
squsd received small mims fire from nn egtimsted Live
VG, The Marines returned fire with smnll arms and
M79 grenade lauachersy and ¢ ommeng ed an immcdinte
. pursuit. One VO was killeld, and blood stainsg indicased
that at lzazt one other wns woundad in this cnocounter,
Two Marines were wounded slightly-neithsy re~uiring
evacuaticn. The pursuit led the Merines o three’
zdditicnal hutss which-contajined a CHICOM 7.62mnm rifla;
800 poundg of ricey 30 pounds of asscrted medical
gmppliess one pair of binoculsra; one M-26 hand grennde;
throe boxes of assorted smwall arms amﬂUﬂltlon° 16 CHICOM
“hond grenades; three hammocksy 25 sets of assorted
clothing and »ain gear; one VO {fiag; ohe knlfes two packo;g

three canteens; 40 pounds of documents: - The eﬂulpn”nt woa
: coltlectad for forwarding through B8-2 chs nnuls. As the
« Companies estnblished night positions in the vieinity of

Phrme Line RID (See EﬂCLOSu“O (2}) the . 2a Plat, Co 4
romained in the vicinity of the suspected trqnolent camp.
Pen g quad—gized -'mbuehes were gateblished slong trails
‘neat wight defensive positions, but no contact wlth the'
enemy wad developed during the nighbte. .- ;. 0 L i~

51 IEM
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e 31 Mav w The compenies resumed movement in their
regpective zones toward the boundary between 33 Bn,

4th Marines and 1st Bn, T8t Marines——deaignated earlier as
the- liwit of fdvance. At 0745H Co B discevered o It and 50
poundas of price nt YC 924989, Mgterizal found in the hut included
gix 60mm mortar rounds; one 60mm mortar base plate, two

‘aB62mm MG harrels; 50 khaki uniformss eight pounds of

GHICOHM THT;. cne disry; one grenmde pouch; one Bayonet
soabbard, and a streteher, The hut and the riee were
destroyed, At 0755H, the point squad from Co A

encountered o VO pairol on a trzil viecinity YC 03%998.

Tre Marines fired first, kxilling two VC with the initial

burst. The remalning three VO dropped thelr rifies and

packs and fled, followed by s heavy volume of fire from .
The pursuing harznes, Bloodestains found on the trail:
indicated that two additional VU may have been wounded.

Ne friendly cnsucltiese The VO were wearing khaki uniforms
with blue gweaters., Five CHICOM 7.62mm carbines and five |
packs were recovered. At 0940H, Co 4 found a 42x20 hut

_ v:c:thy YD 934006. A transient berracks and a mess tnble
were Tound in the area. Fresh food wos discovered in canteen .
cups on the table, indicating that VC had recently left

the ares in a2 hurry. Av 114%H, the point security sguad

fronm the battalion command group sighted two VO on =z trail

vicinity YO 927997. The souad opened fire #£nd began_pursult.
One dropped weapon {a CHICOM 7,.62mm csrbine) was recovered,

The VO were wearing Khaki shirts and shorts and wevre
barefcoted. The pursuing Marines were unable o trap the
flgeing VO, At 1245H, the bclindary between 34 Bn, 4th HMarineg
wza moved 200 meters south of its original location, and

Companies Ay, B, and € were ordered 40 commence =2 swoep : .
westward to Route 14, checking out all sgide drails <&route.

At 1400H, Co G, 2d Bn, 1st Marines wns placed under OPCON

of 18t Bn, 18t Marines, and directed to follcow in trace of

Co A. By nightfall, companies and the command group heg
reached the p051flons shown on EZnclosure (4). At 19308H,

a platoon from 8o C, sn bpoute to HBmnight position,
crsountered sizx VO Yiqinity”YC 595005, The Marines openecd
Tiys and bhegap pursult; but were unable to trap the VC. :
Iuring the night 12 patrols and- 12 ambushcs were conducted,
without enemy contact.

3. _12 May - Durlng the morning and early afternoon, Co A
arg 56 U Conducted pirols within their respective AOR's
Ln~Ltnfed on enclosurs (4). A platoon from Co ¢ began a
ratirold locate and destrcy a reported underwater bridge
oAt Y0 BQ@QBQ, but was ordered Ho return whnen it became

. apparent that terrain difficulties would keep it .rom

i 2
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cornpleting the patrol within the allotted time. At .
1350H. the second tmuck of a convoy detonated a mine
Ticinity YD £#9700%, Bleven Msrines were wounded by
fragmerts from the dlast--seven regyuiring helicopter
evacuation. The truck lost a rear wheel., The mine vas
a 105mm round, activated by a presgsure device, which
hzd been buried beneath the macadam surface of Route 14,
fngineers swepht vehicle turnearovnd points,; and the
convoy was loaded and ready wo depsrt by 1700H,

The last elemsnis cff the battalion 2lozed on the battalion's
P ORAY ocummand post at 1800H.
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