
 

/ 

" -
From: 
To' 

Subj: 

Ref: 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
HE1l.DQUARTERS 

3rd Battalion, 1st ~bTinEs 
3rd }1arine Division (Rein) Fl-JIt' 

FPO, San Francisco, 96602 

Commanding Officer 
Commanding Officer, 1st Marines 

Command Chronology; submission of 

(a) MCO 5750.2 
(b) DivO 5750.1 
(c) HegtO 57S0"lA 

• 

3/WDF/wjw 
5750 

141266 

1 April 1966 

Encl: '(1) .... Command Chrono1o.gy, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines for 
v period 1 Ha:t'ch to 31 March 1966_ 

l(?.) flr;et!:-~..., ,w/<F~'7I'.:z:x"c.I.<--i".,d·s (u-...-""~J-UM..c$ 
1. In accordance with referEfrlceS' (a), (b), rod (c), enclosure (1) 
is submitt.ed herm,Tith. ) 

i(s) A/A RpT (opl'i UTtA V! 
2. This cover letter is declassif:i.ed upon being detached from 
enclosure, (1)_, R (b,J -E'X}lS' 

-(y.) A/1l ~T lDr a ';J ',., 

~1ZR·~ ... " ... ~. • ~u(JrrGc:r-

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YIIR IftI'INJIIj 
DECLASSIFIED APTER 12 ~ 

DOD OIB 5200.1Q 

DECLASSIFIED 

... 
, ;f 

DECLASSIFIED

6-3

141266

HEADQUARTERS 33 Mar Div

3rd Battalion, 1st Marines
Copy #

3rd Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO, San Francisco, 96602

3/WDF/wjw
5750
1 April 1966

From: Commanding Officer
Commanding Officer, 1st MarinesTo:

Subj: Command Chronology; submission of

Cu
(a) MCO 5750.2Ref:
(b) Divo 5750.1
(c) RegtO 5750.1A

Encl: (1) Command Chronology, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines for
period 1 March to 31 March 1966.

(2) SITREPA w/supporting DOCUMENTS
1. In accordance with references (a), (b), and (c), enclosure (1)
is submitted herewith.

J(3) A/ARPT (OPNUTAH)
2. This cover letter is declassified upon being detached from
enclosure (1).

4(4) A/ARPT (OPNTEXAS)

I
Rying
R. YOUNGJ.

in 1079

History

0033323

the

I

the

and
provision
1332005

cns

Dato.

of

CEDO

Say

of Feb
?

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS

DOD DIR 5200.10

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

COM MAN D CH RON 0 LOG Y 

3rd Battalion, 1st Marines 

1 l1arch - 31 March 1966 

.--
DECLASSIFIED 

\ 
\ 

\. 

\. 

DECLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

3rd Battalion, 1st Marines

1 March - 31 March 1966

ENCLOSURE: (1)

DECLASSIFIED



~.,,, .. ". 

DECLASSIFIED 

• ' • .,., 

, 
SEC'rION PAGE 

I 

II 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 1 - 2 

~~~~!~ADMINISTPJ~TION ~[NJ~~~$$~~il~IDJ 13 
B. Significant· Events . 13 
C. Problem Areas/New Developments. 3 
ap~oo~cl ... 3-4 
E. Discipline, Le,w, Dnd Or.der 4 _ 
t. Morale, PX, Postal Affairs, Liberty 4 .,. ;> 

G. Chaplain's Activities 5 

III INTELLIGENCE 

A. S'..unmary of Enemy Activity 
B~ RecapituJ..,-,.~:ion of Enemy Activity 
C. Weather and Terrain 

IV OPERATIONS/T]J.AllJING 

A. Operations 
B. Training 

6 
7-8 
8 

C. Chronological Narrative of Significant Events 

9 - 1.3 
13 - 14 
14 - 35 

v LOGISTICS 

A. Significant Events 
B. Supply 
C. Transportation 
D~ Maintenance 
E .. Deadlined .C9mbat Essential Equipment 
F. Embarkation 

VI CO}l-JMUNICATIONS-~I.ECTR.oNICS 

A. General 
B .. Equipment 
C. Security Violations 
D. Message Traffic 
E~ Personnel Status 
F. Operational Training 
G. Combat Operations 

i 

36 
36 - 37 
37..;. 38 
38 . 
38 - 39 
39 

40 
4Q - 41 
41 
42 
42 
42 - 43 
43 

ENCLOSURE: (1) 

-
DECLASSIFIED 

\ 

\ 

DECLASSIFIED

TABLE OF CONTENTS

PAGESECTION

ORGANIZATIONAL DATAI 1 - 2

PERSONNEL/ADMINISTRATIONII
UNCLASSIFIEDA. Summary 3

B. Significant Events 3
C. Problem Areas/New Developments 3
D. Personnel 3 - 4
E. Discipline, Law, and Order 4
F. Morale, PX, Postal Affairs, Liberty 4 - 5
G. Chaplain's Activities 5

III INTELLIGENCE

A. Summary of Enemy Activity 6
B. Recapitulation of Enemy Activity 7 - 8
C. Weather and Terrain 8

OPERATIONS/TRAININGIV

A. Operations 9 - 13
B. Training 13 - 14
C. Chronological Narrative of Significant Events 14 - 35

LOGISTICSV

A. Significant Events 36
B. Supply 36 - 37
C. Transportation 37 - 38
D. Maintenance 38
E. Deadlined Combat Essential Equipment 38 - 39
F. Embarkation 39

VI COMMUNICATIONS-ELECTRONICS

A. General 40
B. Equipment 40 - 41
C. Security Violations 41
D. Message Traffic 42
E. Personnel Status 42
F. Operational Training 42 - 43
G. Combat Operations 43

ENCLOSURE: (1)i

DECLASSIFIED



f. ... 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
SECTION 

VII 

VI+I 

IX 

X 

XI 

/ 

FIRE SUPPORT COORDINATION 

A. Artillery 
B. Naval G1L'1 Fire 

AIR SUPPORT DEFENSE 

A. Air Su.pport 
B. Air Defense 
C. Problem Areas 

MEDICAL/DENTAL AFFAIRS 

CIVIL AFFA2:RS 

PSYCHOLOGIC,'-, VTARFARE 

ii 
~··I"~';,_4,tc.4 

DECLASSIFIED 

'.-

PAGE 

44 - 45 
45 

\ 

46 - 47 
47 
47 , 

4$ \ 
\ -'" 49 

50 

ENCLOSURE: (l) 

DECLASSIFIED

SECTION PAGE

FIRE SUPPORT COORDINATIONVII

A. Artillery 44 - 45
B. Naval Gun Fire 45

VIII AIR SUPPORT DEFENSE

46 - 47A. Air Support
B. Air Defense 47
C. Problem Areas 47

MEDICAL/DENTAL AFFAIRSIX 48

CIVIL AFFAIRSX 49

PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFAREXI 50

UNCLASSIFIED

ENCLOSURE: (1)ii

DECLASSIFIED



.. , 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
" 

:IEC eGil.bUS 

~1~.1,-'::.t .. _ 

U~'a~~ 

SECTION I. 

3rd Battalion~ 1st Marines 
FPO, San L'<.mcisco, 96602 

PERIOD COVERED 

1 - 31 March 1966 

COJ1I"iAr,IDIID OFFICER 
,. 

Lieutenant C010nel James Ro- YOUliG 

EAECliT TIE OFFICER 

Major Herschel L. JOH~~ON, JR~ 

STAFF ASSIGNMEJ'.JTS 

lstLt JoB .. HUNTER, III 
lstLt Ii" D. KIID 
Capt n. ::.:... BAGGETT 
1'1&.:i '\Ii," Dv FILll'IORE 
Capt L .. H, GONZALES 
Capt N. C~ PEASE 
Maj M. 1'1. I1CCOURY, JR. 
Capt J.. R. SKHHETTA 
lstLt J. D. vJTIHERSPOON 
lstLt F. J. SCHN.liCKENBERG 
Lt(MC) C. V. DESHAZO 
Lt(CHG) K. LOEE'FIJ!;n 

UNIT C OMl1ANDERS . 

Capt J. J. 8T. CLAIR 
Capt T.. B. LECRY 
Capt M. C. PEASE 

. Capt L. H. GONZALES 
Capt JoT. SEHULSTER 
lstLt S. ROo GREGORY 
Capt C. 'Ii. IATTING 

COM:i1AND POST LOCATIONS 

Chu Lai, Quang Tin h~ovince 
~u.ctng Ngai PrOvince 
Onu Iai, Quang Tin Province 
Quang Ngai Provj.nce 
Chu wi, Quang Tin Province 

1 
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S-l (1-].5 March) /' 
8-1 (16-31 March) 
S-2 
S-3 
8-1.j. (1-2 Ma::."ch) 
8-4 (3-31 March) 
Communication Officer 
Air Liaison Officer 
Supply Officer 
Motor Transport Officer 
Medical Officer 
Chaplain 

H&S Company­
Company I 
Company K (1-2 March) 
Company K (3-31 March) 
Company L (1-17 I'1arch) 
Company L (l8-31 March) 
Company M 

1 - 3 !~rch 1966 
4 - 7 March 1966 
8 - 20 r-iarch 1966 
21: - 24 Harch 1966 
25 - 31 March 1966 
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SECTION I. ORGANIZATIONATI DATA

3rd Battalion, 1st Marines
FPO, San Francisco, 96602

PERIOD COVERED

1 - 31 March 1966

COMMANDING OFFICER

Lieutenant Colonel James R YOUNG

EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Major Herschel L. JOHNSON, JR.

STAFF ASSIGNMENTS

1stLt J. B. HUNTER, III S-1 (1-15 March)
1stLt W. D. KING S-1 (16-31 March)
Capt Ro L. BAGGETT S-2
Maj Vis D. FILLMORE S-3
Capt Ls H, GONZALES S-4 (1-2 March)
Capt M. C, PEASE S-4 (3-31 March)
Maj M. W. MCCOURY, JR. Communication Officer
Capt J. R. SKRMETTA Air Liaison Officer
lstLt J. D. WITHERSPOON Supply Officer
1stLt F. J. SCHNACKENBERG Motor Transport Officer
Lt(MC) C. V. DESHAZO Medical Officer
Lt(CHC) K. LOEFFLER Chaplain

UNIT COMMANDERS

Capt J. J. ST. CLAIR H&S Company
Capt T. B. LECKY Company I
Capt M. C. PEASE Company K (1-2 March)
Capt L. H. GONZALES Company K (3-31 March)
Capt J. T. SEHULSTER Company L (1-17 March)
lstLt S. H. GREGORY Company L (18-31 March)
Capt C. W. LATTING Company M

COMMAND POST LOCATIONS

Chu Lai, Quang Tin Province 1 on 3 March 1966
Quang Ngai Province 4 - 7 March 1966
Chu Lai, Quang Tin Province
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8 - 20 March 1966
Quang Ngai Province 21 - 24 March 1966
Chu Lai, Quang Tin Province 25 - 31 March 1966
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1:50,000, AMS Series 1701, Sheets 6756 I, 6756 II, 6756
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SECTION II: .PERSONNEL/ADHIl\TIST?A,'rION 

~ Sum~<> During t.he r;eriod covered by this report, 3rd Bat­
talion.? 1st I~a~_'1j_css.: 5_~ 3.d·jj.t~.(,'·.} to CCD.(~T',~:·I~~_,<:; l!.om·?]. 0r~·~"'c·\: ("?:n 
within assigned tactical area:., :~c.rticipat'3d j.n Operat:i.ons UTAH 
and TEXAS.. The::;e cxtensiv,s cOf.:mitments comp01.mde.d. ~dminbtr(l­
tive problcti~3, COLlSCquC ntly .. amaximurn effort 1,'12S r,:;Quired i.n 
order to eXi~{;dite t:16 volurnE Qf! administr2.tivc ,;ork tha.t had 
acc1l.mulated. durin~ opera tL l1S r. 

B. Significant ~v6nts 

1. Effective 1 Harch 1966, Battalion I...3.nding Team 3/1 was 
deactivated~ which, in turn, resulted in theadministrativ8 loss 
of nineteen U&~C officers, 356 USMC enlisted, and one USN en­
listed .. 

2. In an effort to vary individual rotation tour dates, on 
12 and 13 March,. ·c,he· Battalion joined 209 enlisted Marines.; and, 
in turn, on 15 Hareh, tr'ansferred 103 ep~isted }1arine':l to other 
battalions 0 

3~ Duril~g the period 1- 31 March, the Battalion sustained 
fifty-eight men killed in action and 148 \-J'Ounded in action. The 
r.esultant, decrease in manpower necessit.ated a cbange of the como. 
bat readiness category of the Battalion to 0-2", 

C ° ,Problem A:t'casiN~w· JjeV'el~::.~~!Tt~oTvro :cifle cc:np~ni6s and 
HcadGuarters c,nd Service Cumpany are loceted, in tile Battalion 
Comm~nd POst area vicinitycoorc1inates BT ·525091;;\Olhile the 
remainingtwQ companies arc;; deployed ?t1the islands of Ky ·Ho.a;· 
vicinity coordinates grici square '5013 and Ky Xuari"viciriity·' '. 
coordidates gr;.i:l :square 46090 Accordingly, the ·adrninistrative 
soctions of these companies areE:stablished on theislands o 

This s:p~uation· has presented s6me' difficulty in the tim~ly 
submis8J.on of required reports, mainly because of the diffi-~ 
culty in communicating with thes€companies o steps are being 
taken at the present time to transfer administrative sections 
to the· vicinity of the Battalion Command Post. . 

D. Pel's armel" . , .r 
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SECTION II: PERSONNEL/ADMINISTRATION

A. Summary. During the period covered by this report, 3rd Bat-

talion, 1st Marines, in addition to conducting normal operations
within assigned tactical area; participated in Operations UTAH
and TEXAS. These extensive commitments compounded administra-
tive problems; consequently, a maximum effort was required in
order to expedite the volume of administrative work that had
accumulated during operations.

B. Significant Events

1. Effective 1 March 1966, Battalion Landing Team 3/1 was
deactivated, which, in turn, resulted in the administrative loss
of nineteen USMC officers, 356 USMC enlisted, and one USN en-
listed.

2. In an effort to vary individual rotation tour dates, on
12 and 13 March, the Battalion joined 209 enlisted Marines; and,
in turn, on 15 March, transferred 103 enlisted Marines to other
battalions.

3. During the period 1 - 31 March, the Battalion sustained
fifty-eight men killed in action and 148 wounded in action. The
resultant decrease in manpower necessitated a change of the com--

bat readiness category of the Battalion to C-2.

C. Problem Areas/New Developments. Two rifle companies and
Headquarters and Service Company are located in the Battalion
Command Post area vicinity coordinates BT 525091, while the
remaining two companies are deployed on the islands of Ky Hoa;
vicinity coordinates grid square 5013 and Ky Xuan, vicinity
coordinates grid square 4809. Accordingly, the administrative
sections of these companies are established on the islands.
This situation has presented some difficulty in the timely
submission of required reports, mainly because of the diffi-
culty in communicating with these companies. Steps are being
taken at the present time to transfer administrative sections
to the vicinity of the Battalion Command Post.

D. Personnel

1. Battalion chargeable strength (end of period)
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Eo Disciplice,? I&T" and Ordero Good discipline "Jas mainta.ined 
within tbi.3Com.11la.-nd; hOwever, thsre has b~8t! an llJG!'S<1S8 in 
judicial proceedings during this period. Violations of Article 
113 (li.1isbeb..avior of SeLJt,i::lel) -' UnifoX'Iil Code of JYIilitary JusticeJj 
has been the basis for the majority of the referrals to Special 
Courts·-MartiaL The following statj.st.ics for the period are 
submitted; 

L. Courts-Marti9l 

Pendin,g 

SUllIDlary 
Special 

SU;:;,:0·':,/'Y 

Special 

2 a Non-j'ucli CiE.l pmis tmc nt 

None 
12 

None 
3 

Batt,aliot:! Commatidsrs 4 
Gorr..pa:TY Commac,=f.0Il S 8 

L The i71or&le of this orgar::j_z,2,'.:.j.on continues to be excellent. 
Many things have influenc€Cl the morale; of sigt'..ificance were: 

b. Improvement of liil"ing conditions wit.hin the Battalion 
and sepa::'ate compatrf areas,; part~ularly uotmI()rthy 'l;J'QS the ::l5_r:;g:Lng 
of 1>7el18 within company posid.ons lo~ated on the islands of Ky 
Hoa and Ky Xuan. 

Go> Tbe nightly sho-wing of motion pictures to Headquarters 
and Service Compai1Y and tbe bvo ri:"le companies in t.he Battalion 
Command P03t areao 

2. Adverse factors include: 

a:., Incdequate beer rations for Battalion personnel.c 

~ 4 EtCIDSURE : (1.) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

OFFICER ENLISTED

861U. S. Marine Corps 32
403U. S. Navy

E. Discipline, Law and Order. Good discipline was maintained
within this command; however, there has been an increase in
judicial proceedings during this period. Violations of Article
113 (Misbehavior of Sentinel), Uniform Code of Military Justice,
has been the basis for the majority of the referrals to Special
Courts-Martial. The following statistics for the period are
submitted:

1. Courts-Martial

Pending

NoneSummary
Special 12

Completed

NoneSummary
3Special

2. Non-Judicial Punishment

4Battalion Commanders
8Company Commanders

Fo Morale, PX, Postal Affairs, Liberty

1. The morale of this organization continues to be excellent.
Many things have influenced the morale; of significance were:

a. Two major combat operations in rapid succession,

b. Improvement of living conditions within the Battalion
and separate company areas; particularly notoworthy was the aigging
of wells within company positions located on the islands of Ky
Hoa and Ky Xuan.

C.e The nightly showing of motion pictures to Headquarters
and Service Company and the two rifle companies in the Battalion
Command Post area.

2. Adverse factors include:

a. Inadequate beer rations for Battalion personnel.

ENCLOSURE: (1)4
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l~ Ger~ere.l 

SEHI7ICFcS 

Su.nda~· 
ltIeekd8.;:r 
Total 

27 
6(' 

~'7" 

• 

2., In addition, fifteen con:munj_on services were held and 117 
men received communion at th€se services.. Fifty-two hos'pital 
calls were made and fifty interviews were. conducted." Also, sL'c 
Memorial Ser,..-icp.Z'· . i'3re conducted at which 487 M3rim;s att6nded.., 
A Chapel Choir ;:Ld~ean fcrm.6d and is novr functioning". 

3m The Ghe.:c-,I:l.!.n accompanied the Battalion cn Operat.ions UTAH 
and TE~XAS, hOJ,di<~ evening prayer service with tbe men. Addi.t.ion.,.. 
a:~ly, h9"<'.~:':'Gd and ministered to the wounded on the battlefield .. 

5 
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WEARS

b. Sporadic mail serving,

C.o Inadequabe PX facilities.

G. Charlain's Activities and Tobals

1. General

HOURS OF SERVICES ATTENDANCESERVICES

51527Sunday
63860Weekday

1153Total 87

2. In addition, fifteen communion services were held and 117
men received comminion at these services. Fifty-two hospital
calls were made and fifty interviews were conducted. Also, six
Memorial Servicer Jere conducted at which 487 Marines attended,
A Chapel Choir has been formed and is now functioning.

3. The Charlain accompanied the Battalion on Operations UTAH
and TEXAS, holding evening prayer service with the men. Addition-
ally, he suckAbed and ministered to the wounded on the battlefield.
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SECTION III" Il'JI'3i.1IGEl']~E 

l~ G'8 tl8:C ~l..l --
f;).I!' During Harcb, 3rd Battalions 1st N2.r::.\3s parti.cip"l.ted 

in Operation UTAH and Operation TEXAS ar,d. conduct8d one conpany­
size operat:i.on against the Viet, C0:"1g/?£.VN i'o:::'Ces.. These operations 
totaled eight c1a:rs " 

b o 111fitl1 the exception of -the first three days of March, 
enemy contact we.S daily" ':'he nost si.gnificant contacts and actions 
occurred during Opera.tions UTAH and TEYJiS and are as follows: 

(1) Operation UTA~ 

,:.) On 5 Har~b~ Command Group Alpba and Com-' 
panies I, L~ and H enge.ged element.s of the 21 st North Vietnamese 
Regiment at vicinity coordinates BS 554838" The engagement lasted 

.. .oOl~ " pe",,';od 0'" ... ·'''\rrO''''.;,..,'',· ',1" 6''; ~'r.' t 'no" .... s "'"'a; nst G>;~"''' .l:''''·c~~ ),1. c... .l...J..,.' •• - -"'t'i:J -"_J..LIJ.:.;..,.,_i'.;;· ... U --l.b~ "-:..I. C'-E:.J... -I. ... (;;; .. ,,~J ..!.v ....... -;CI 

~'Tho'Jccupied classic deJensivE:: positions in dept)1, were well·­
iarmed. ard ':1'~j/~pped; and clefended occupied positions in strengtb., 
With nightfu.l1 on 5 JVlarch, enemy resistance slackened" though 
every effort i-TaS· made to r:laintain conte,ct, and) on 6 Harch 9 the 
objective 'Has subjected to extensive air/artillery preparation 
follov.ring which, i.t .,,·ras j.mmediatcly assaulted. Nc corri:.act waS 
mad9 during assQ,;J:t" 

(b) r'oliwing the assarlt of tbe objective 
area, a detailed seal'ch 2n~ clear operat:: on was condu.cted re­
sult:i.ng in the location of an Gxtensive tunnel ond underground 
DI.:n.~c:- n(Yt~Hcrk.il the Gxamina tion of i-Jhich indicated that the 
area ',Jas a possible battalion or regimental command post" Sub­
sequent examine,ti.on of capt.ured doc:::.ments confiI':r\6d thir- j"rti­
cation~ identifying the unit and command post as being that of 
the 21st N'orth Vietnamese Regiment... The tunnel complex was . 
(~est.rcy~d on 7 1:ic..rch wit.h <1::! sX}Jenditur6 cf 5000 pDunds :Jf c-4 .. 

(c) Enemy casuEllti8s, as a result of Oper,ation 
UTAH" totaled 102 confir:Jl6d Kill with 109 possible KIA", 

(2) Operation '~EXh.S 

(a) At 211B05E), Company K and the 2nd Strike 
Company, 2nd ;~RVl'J DiT.Lsion, commenced assigned search and destroy 
mission through the village of Xuan Hoa (1), vicinity coordinates 
BS 505805;] and adjacent areas. While advancing on the objective, 

6 ENCLOSURE: (1) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED
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SECTION III. INTELLIGENCE

A. Summary of Enemy Activity

1. General

During March, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines participatedBe
in Operation UTAH and Operation TEXAS and conducted one company-
size operation against the Viet. Cong/PAVN forces. These operations
totaled eight days.

b. With the exception of the first three days of March,
enemy contact was daily. The most significant contacts and actions
occurred during Operations UTAH and TEXAS and are as follows:

(1) Operation UTAH

a) On 5 March, Command Group Alpha and Com-
panies I, L, and M engaged elements of the 21st North Vietnamese
Regiment at vicinity ccordinates BS 554838. The engagement lasted
for a period of approximately eight hours against enemy forces
who occupied classic defensive positions in depth, were well--
armed and equipped, and defended occupied positions in strength.
With nightfall on 5 March, enemy resistance slackened, though
every effort was made to maintain contact, and, on 6 March, the
objective was subjected to extensive air/artillery preparation
following which, it was immediately assaulted, No contact was
made during assault.

(b) Following the assault of the objective
area, a detailed search and clear operation was conducted re-
sulting in the location of an extensive tunnel and underground
bunker network, the examination of which indicated that the
area was a possible battalion or regimental command post. Sub-
sequent examination of captured documents confirmed this indi-
cation, identifying the unit and command post as being that of
the 21at North Vietnamese Regiment. The tunnel complex was
destroydid on 7 March with an expenditure of 5000 pounds of C-4.

(c) Enemy casualties, as a result of Operation
UTAH, totaled 102 confirmed KIA with 109 possible KIA,

(2) Operation TEXAS

(a) At 211805H, Company K and the 2nd Strike
Company, 2nd ARVN Division, commenced assigned search and destroy
mission through the village of Xuan Hoa (1), vicinity coordinates
BS 505805, and adjacent areas. While advancing on the objective,

ENCLOSURE: (1)6
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both units came', under a steadily increasing volume of small arms 
fire" delivered'from well-conctaled arid. entrenchEld po~itions 
located jus~inside a tree line and bamboo tencework that eo­
circled the "entire hamlet. Despite the heavy volume of fire" 
CompanY K anQ 2nd Strike Company continued their advance" and 
remilined i,n 'close contact tor approXimately two hours.. During 
this period,: an airborne observer reported two platoons of VG 
withdrawing:.from Xuan Hoa (1) to the north, and the "2nd Strike 
Compaqy reportEd approximately one va platoon withdrawing' from 
the hamlet to the southeast. Both targets were engaged by 
artillery and ~ed HUlEs with forty VC KIA (possible) reported? 
as' a resultpf supporting fires. ' , , 

" (b) By nightfall, Compaqy Ie had advanced to 
a point approximatelY 150 meters 'into the hamlet; and,the 2nd' 
strike COmpany had advanced to and secured its 'assigned objec­
tive and established a roadblock at vicinity coordinatesBS 
507802. At 'this point" the enemy broke contacitand withdrew 
under pressure. Results of contact were twenty-seven VC'KIA 
(confirmed),forty VC KIA (possible) by supporting a~s, ten 

, VC KIA (possibl~) by ground action, and twenty va WIA (possible). 

(c) Examination of' captured weapons" material, 
andQ.ccuments .indicated that the enemy engaged was Main Force 
VC, 'probal;>ly t1~O platoons of th~'lstVC Regiment, fighting as a 
re~r g~rdo 

B. ~~pitulation of Enemy Activity 

, 1 •. Qontact;. 'With the exoeption of Op6r~tions UTAH and' 
TExASjatotal of twenty:"three separ?_te VC contacts were ,made 
cturtrig March" These contacts' reflect' inCidents where fire was 
either rcc~ived, delivered, or exchanged. Specific details 
are ,delineated in the Chronological Narrative of Significant 
Events, 'Section rl, 'paragraph C~"" , , 

2. En~y Losses 
. -" 

a .. ' ~.s.onnel 

:VQ KIfI,(Confirm~d) 
Va KIA (Possible) " 
V'CS ' 
veG 
VC WLi. 
VG \AIL'\. (Possible) 

... 
7 
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130 ' 
159 . 

7 
4 
6 

36 
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both units came under a steadily increasing volume of small arms
fire, delivered from well-concealed and entrenched positions
located just inside a tree line and bamboo fencework that en-
circled the entire hamlet. Despite the heavy volume of fire,
Company K and 2nd Strike Company continued their advance and
remained in close contact for approximately two hours. During
this period, an airborne observer reported two platoons of VC
withdrawing from Xuan Hoa (1) to the north, and the 2nd Strike
Company reported approximately one VC platoon withdrawing from
the hamlet to the southeast. Both targets were engaged by
artillery and armed HULEs with forty VC KIA (possible) reported
as a result of supporting fires.

(b) By nightfall, Company K had advanced to
a point approximately 150 meters into the hamlet; and the 2nd
Strike Company had advanced to and secured its assigned objec-
tive and established a roadblock at vicinity coordinates BS
507802. At this point, the enemy broke contact and withdrew
under pressure. Results of contact were twenty-seven VC KIA
(confirmed), forty VC KIA (possible) by supporting arms, ten
VC KIA (possible) by ground action, and twenty VC WIA (possible).

(c) Examination of captured weapons, material,
and documents indicated that the enemy engaged was Main Force
VC, probably two platoons of the 1st VC Regiment, fighting as a
rear guard.

B. Recapitulation of Enemy Activity

1. Contacts. With the exception of Operations UTAH and
TEXAS, a total of twenty-three separate VC contacts were made
during March. These contacts reflect incidents where fire was
either received, delivered, or exchanged. Specific details
are delineated in the Chronological Narrative of Significant
Events, Section IV, paragraph C.

2. Enemy Losses

a. Personnel

VC KIA (Confirmed) 130
VC KIA (Possible) 159

7VCS
4VCC
6VC WIA
36VC WIA (Possible)

ENCLOSURE: (1)7

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

b. Weapons and Equipment Destroyed or Captured' 

. CHICCM Light Machinegun 
CHICOM Sub-l"lachinegun 
CHICOl'1 Heavy ·Machinegun.' 
.GHIC(]'1 Rifle 
CHICOMPistol . 
CHICON Grenades 
57~~ Recoilless Rifl~ 
. 82mm 110rtar 
U.S o Claymore Mines 
.U.S. M-14 Mines 
U.S. M-l Rifle 
.U.S. Browning Automatic Rifle 
Non-Electric Blasting Caps 

. Electric Blasting Caps· . 
'. 'U .s. I~1-60.5 Firing Devices 

T~.m.e Fuze 
Detonating Cord 
-eHIca~I TNT 
Assorted U .. S. and CHIem Small Arms" 

[',.lnmW1i tion 

:) 

13 • 
1 

"4 
2 

53 
.1 
1 
3 
B 
1 
1 

50 
60 

9 
.25. Feet. 
20 Feet 
·4 Ppunds 

I . 2,oqd ~Ol:md8 

c. L~rge quanities of documents were recovered from enemy 
dead or found abandoned o.n the battlefield during Operations UTAH 
and TE.,v .. t'I.S. lUI were processed through normal intellig,"ncechannels~ 

1. Weather ~ Weather throu.ghout March ",ras predominately clear 
and hot.~all occurred on 10" ll~ and 27 Marc.h, Weather had 
nc effect. on opera+,ions wIth the exception that there l<laS an in­
creased number of heat casual1-.ies due to €xtr6!>le t€ffiperatu:-es and 
high hUlllidity) pr.eJomindely from new l'crsoTh"lsl jO~.:led from CONUS. 
See Section II, paragraph Bo 20 

20 Terrain. The Battalion operated in terrain ranging frOm 
flat ancl-s'aii,l~";'"in its assigned TAOR, to rice paddies and low hills 
that typified the terrain in the objective areas ot Operations . 
UTAH and TELiS o Terrain posed no serious problems.- Troops moved 
entirely by helicopter or foot during both operations and by foot 
or LVT ... 'i thin the TAOR" 

8 
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b. Weapons and Equipment Destroyed or Captured

CHICOM Light Machinegun 3
CHICOM Sub-Machinegun 13
CHICOM Heavy Machinegun 1
CHICOM Rifle 4
CHICOM Pistol 2
CHICOM Grenades 53
57mm Recoilless Rifle 1
82mm Mortar 1
U.S. Claymore Mines 3

8U.S. M-14 Mines
U.S. M-1 Rifle 1
U.S. Browning Automatic Rifle 1

50Non-Electric Blasting Caps
60Electric Blasting Caps

U.S. M-605 Firing Devices 9
25 FeetTime Fuze

Detonating Cord 20 Feet
4 PoundsCHICOM TNT

Assorted U.S. and CHICOM Small Arms 2,000 Rounds
Ammunition

C. Large quanities of documents were recovered from enemy
dead or found abandoned on the battlefield during Operations UTAH
and TEXAS. All were processed through normal intelligence channels.

C. Weather and Terrain

1. Weather, Weather throughout March was predominately clear
and hot. Rainfall occurred on 10, 11, and 27 March, Weather had
nc effect on operations with the exception that there was an in-
creased number of heat casualties due to extreme temperatures and
high humidity, predominately from new personnel joined from CONUS.
See Section II, paragraph B.2.

2. Terrain. The Battalion operated in terrain ranging from
flat and sandy in its assigned TAOR, to rice paddies and low hills
that typified the terrain in the objective areas of Operations
UTAH and TEXAS. Terrain posed no serious problems. Troops moved
entirely by helicopter or foot during both operations and by foot
or LVT within the TAOR,
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SECTIO~~ •. OPERATIONS/TRAINING 

.. 
A. Operations . 'I" ~ • 

1. During tJ:i.e period 1 - 3 March, the 3rdBattalion, 1st' 
,Marines a.ssumed the responsibility for Air Base Security of"· 

MAG:-12 . Ai:r Strip by relieving. the previously established Air 
Base Defense Coordinator .and Security Compaqy: from. the 2nd : 
Battalion, 7th.Marines.. Company I and Company K were assigned 
this missi.on to· include. external security of the RMK construc­
tion facility and·~e Chu lai Combat Base Class V Dump ,located' 
from vicinity coordinates BT ,56044 to BT 563043.. In ae'cor-

. dance. with. verbal instructions from the Commanding Officer,. 
1st Marines ~ the two remaining rifle. companies and . a command· 
group were placed and maintained on si.:x;..hour alert .. /' .,. 

2. On 4 March,. 3rd~attalion" . 1st Marines "Was directed 
to prepar€d"l'or iInmediate- deployment by helicopter to area of 
operations to be' designated. The alert eventually included 
all, four rifle compa niEJs in addition to a- command gr'oup .. 
The Battalion, after being alerted, -was placed under opera­
tional control of Task Force D~lta" Company K whichwae 
passed to direct oper'l.tioneJ. control ('\f T~,sk 1!.'orce Del~a •. 

3.' By 041500H: 3rd Battalion, 1st Mar'ines commenced 
helilift into designated zone vicinity BS S51l8ZS. Th€r.e was 
negativ0 enemy' contact· during heli1ift into landing zone. 
Immediately following the landing,Corripany M and Company L, , 
in accordance with assigned . Battalion mission, commenc~d .. 
movement to establish depignated b19c~ng positions while. 
Company I and ,Command Group Alpha remained ~_cinity landing 
zone. There "Was no significant enemy contact during the " 
night. . 

.. ': 

. 4.- .Commencing, at first light pn,5 March, ~he Ba'ttalibn 
(- )advanc.ed· in- southward di~ection with. t"Wo companies· 
abreast, and at 051030H, contact with en~ forces vicinity 
coordinates BS 555.838 and as ,52834 was estal;>lished. X' No 

~. 

5 ~. By .OSllOOH, both Company M and Company L ·;fi.;\X-e- hoavily 
engaged in respectiV"ezone of action.' . 

6. Compuny L engaged what was considerE1d to be approxi";' 
mately one platoon on objectiv~ (this estimate was later re­
vised upward and is now- considered to be. closer to a company). 

"VC were in well-prepared positions, spider traps, and had. ' 
heavily mined arid ·booby-t;rapped entire area. Company L re';' . 
mained in heaVy, close contact including heaVy auto~tic.wea-­
pons fire and grenades for approximately three hours and, in 
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SECTION IV. OPERATIONS/TRAINING

A. Operations

1. During the period 1 - 3 March, the 3rd Battalion, 1st
Marines assumed the responsibility for Air Base Security of
MAG-12 Air Strip by relieving the previously established Air
Base Defense Coordinator and Security Company from the 2nd
Battalion, 7th Marines. Company I and Company K were assigned
this mission to. include external security of the RMK construc-
tion facility and the Chu Lai Combat Base Class V Dump located
from vicinity coordinates BT 556044 to BT 563043. In accor-
dance. with verbal instructions from the Commanding Officer,
1st Marines, the two remaining rifle companies and a command
group were placed and maintained on six-hour alert.

2. On 4 March, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines was directed
to prepared for immediate deployment by helicopter to area of
operations to be designated. The alert eventually included
all four rifle companies in addition to a command group.
The Battalion, after being alerted; was placed under opera-
tional control of Task Force Delta. Company K which was

passed to direct operational control of Task Force Delta.

3. By 041500H, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines commenced
helilift into designated zone vicinity BS 554875. There was

negative enemy contact during helilift into landing zone.
Immediately following the landing, Company M and Company L,
in accordance with assigned Battalion mission, commenced
movement to establish designated blocking positions while
Company I and Command Group Alpha remained vicinity landing
zone. There was no significant enemy contact during the
night.

4. Commencing at first light on 5 March, the Battalion
(-) advanced in southward direction with two companies
abreast, and at 051030H, contact with enemy forces vicinity

Nocoordinates BS 555838 and BS 552834 was established.

5. By 051100H, both Company M and Company L were heavily
engaged in respective zone of action.

6. Company L engaged what was considered to be approxi-
mately one platoon on objective (this estimate was later re-
vised upward and is now considered to be closer to a company).
VC were in well-prepared positions, spider traps, and had
heavily mined and booby-trapped entire area. Company L re-
mained in heavy, close contact including heavy automatic wea-
pons fire and grenades for approximately three hours and, in
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conjunc"tion with 1st ARVN i;.irborne Battalion;' cleared 'obje'ctive 
of all va resistance by de:]..lb€rate, systematic search and destroy. 
of objective n~e?"which required .eI1g"1gir.1g end Ilrootlng"individuEil 
VC from: prepa;red positionse ' 

7" Company 1'1 vlaS heavily ~ngaged for approximately three 
hours in objsctive &'68: cente~edcoordinctes ES 855857. Inj.ti"~esti-­
mate of enemy strength was considered to oe a va company - this 

:. estimate ,.ras later revised upward. and it is now estimated ,that 
". VC em objective was closer to battalion (-) size and contained 

a battalion or regimental headquarters. VO were entrenched in 
depth in well-prepared positions lvith excellent fields of fire 
and employed 60mm mortars, 050 claiber machineguns., 57mm r8coil­
less rifles, a large number of qutomatic weapons, and grenades. 
Oompany M, afte,r engaging VC; aggressively assaulted and pene-
trated VC positions, ,and at 1330H;Company Twas passed through. _' 
Company M in effort toinCreati6 .pre'ssure on VC., At 051330H, 
Company I, afterpassirig through ComPany M, continued the assault 
on objective centered vicinity coordinates .BS 855857 and.remained 
in heavy contact for appro~mate~ three, hoursn, . 

8e EVEry effort ~Jas made to maintain contact throughout 
the night and, ;)t o 0103 CH, 3rd Ba,ttalion" 1st }fa.rine8~Qm­
menced massive. air and artillery pr£paration fires. At 124"H, 
preparation fires wer'e ceased and assauJ:& of objective i-Jas 
commenced~ Thare '"Te.S no enemy contact during assault, A-Ij 
viCinity coordinatos BS 5558]8, a vast, intGrconnecting, '\rrell­
developed'cave complex was discovered that required 5000 pounds 
of c-4 to destroy; in addition, 300 meters of entrenchments 
and wire fortifications' vicin5.ty coorclinates BS 555839 to BS 
551.J.834 and. two overhead bunkers 5L'.itabJ..e as command posts' 
bunkers for iarge headquarters }!Gre diSCOV€r6d~. 

9. Subsequent to the incidents mE:ntioned above,therew-as 
no enemy contact, and; on 7 March, the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines 
was helilifted from the area ot operations to the Chu Lai Combat 

;~ Base. 

10 8 This engagement--Operation UTAH--was characterized by 
heavy, clcse cOntact and constituted the most significant action 
yet experienced by this Battalion?' 

11. Follo'\ilQng Operation 11rAH and upon the return of· the 
Battalion to the Chu Lai Combat' Base, the 3rd Battalion, lSt 
Marines was directed by C(,inin,,"nding Officer, 1st H,:>,rines' to ~.ssum.e 
responsibility of tactical area 'o.f responsibility previously assigned 
tc 1st B?tt,~.lion, 4th ¥.a.rine's ~ 131ld,,' at '090eOOIi" 3?d Battalion, 1st . 
lffJll':"nes commencedorderli,- t2.ctie<;;l exch::i,nge of ·areas with l'st 
Bat t,ilion, 4th Harines.i 

10 
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conjunction with 1st ARVN Airborne Battalion, cleared objective
of all VC resistance by deliberate, systematic search and destroy
of objective area which required engaging and "rooting" individual
VC from prepared positions.

7. Company M was heavily engaged for approximately three
hours in objective area centered coordinates BS 855857. Initial esti-
mate of enemy strength was considered to be a VC company - this
estimate was later revised upward and it is now estimated that
VC on objective was closer to battalion (-) size and contained
a battalion or regimental headquarters. VC were entrenched in
depth in well-prepared positions with excellent fields of fire
and employed 60mm mortars, .50 claiber machineguns, 57mm recoil-
less rifles, a large number of automatic weapons, and grenades.
Company M, after engaging VC, aggressively assaulted and pene-
trated VC positions, and at 1330H, Company I was passed through
Company M in effort to increase pressure on VC. At 051330H,
Company I, after passing through Company M, continued the assault
on objective centered vicinity coordinates BS 855857 and remained
in heavy contact for approximately three hours.

8. Every effort was made to maintain contact throughout
the night and, at 061030H, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines com-
menced massive air and artillery preparation fires. At 1245H,
preparation fires were ceased and assault of objective was
commenced. There was no enemy contact during assault, At
vicinity coordinates BS 555838, a vast, interconnecting, well-
developed cave complex was discovered that required 5000 pounds
of C-4 to destroy; in addition, 300 meters of entrenchments
and wire fortifications vicinity coordinates BS 555839 to BS
554834 and two overhead bunkers suitable as command posts
bunkers for large headquarters were discovered.

9. Subsequent to the incidents mentioned above, there was
no enemy contact, and, on 7 March, the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines
was helilifted from the area of operations to the Chu Lai Combat
Base.

10. This engagement--Operation UTAH--was characterized by
heavy, close contact and constituted the most significant action
yet experienced by this Battalion,

11. Following Operation UTAH and upon the return of the
Battalion to the Chu Lai Combat Base, the 3rd Battalion, 1st
Marines was directed by Commanding Officer, 1st Marines to assume
responsibility of tactical area of responsibility previously assigned
to 1st Battelion, 4th Marines, and, at 090800H, 3rd Battalion, 1st
Marines commenced orderly, tectical exchange of areas with 1st
Battalion, 4th Marines.

(1)10 ENCLOSURE
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14. 1~t?00..330H~ '8..;3', 1st Hari'neS;c;lel·t0c1:}rdl]GttnlicJt1, 1.:Jt 
Mar·ii.1es tabu' ·pr.'8p?redto prov:i.de"!:?y'201030B}:"a 9()tpJland gr;oup , 
anc. tiVl) t'ein.fOrcedcQmpanies in area;·-t.c. be, designatep" 1I.ccor-. 
dingly; Commq.r~u"Group AJ,.pha, 'GompanY:,~,~.anctCotnpanyM we:r~: . ;. 
pIeced on irr.wsciatealert, , and, .aT;2DJ.3$H;Cari!manding Ofl'icer;: ':~; 
lst M£l.rines directed'that alert.Ed'forces 't~ou.ld 'be staged·. ariel" . .. ; 
preparc,:l.for h81iUft, from ¥lAG-J,6. Helicopter ;fad not: lat~r than' 
21133D~",,' .. ::'~' •. ' ... :,: ,:;', ,''c,:',' .... ,: ... '; 

,:".' ,., "c'"' ',' . ,'" .:l j.r ,... . '. ~ '. 

IS. Concurrent iuth t'he stagE:p.g(?f:th(}seiGleI\'le~tB,.the '.' 
Com.maw:ine:.Offiser and 5--3, 3rdBattalion,lst Ymrines s together 
wi tp, .. He.:li(;cpter: ,Ui:li-:t: Gommander: were, helUifted :to' Elnh ,Sqn, 
vicinity cob:r<,inlJ.t~s_ BS, 6009~,!l :for deti::i,led operatione,lbri,efing 
,PY,C.oqfm£!.s:wr~!t . Od'ice,:c , 7th Marine.s duringiihich' Ir.H~t.ll' wa,?estab­
lishec.~:' 0.8' 2U50:'JH" hut 19tsr del~yed to 211600H,, At same briefing, 
COlrJ'n;:\n?.:ing' Oft~iceT; ,·1;ask. Forcep~+t:~pas.se~l oper,a~ionalcontrol - . 
0.1 2nd'; St'r;i.J-::.fFCompariy; :~nd:'ARVrtDivis:ioh tQ: 'G'6mri¥:':n~irig"6fficerr 
~~~,~_Bd~;~~~'~tl'""t~t:~~~~~e~\,:;:' ,~,:~;'.:, .:c:', :',:.::~:~. i ::: .... , .::,"": :', :~~';: ~:, ;: T·· '.' 

:; ':. '~ . 'l6~. "The;- he'lil.'-t:rt 'o:r:"j hi;' ~ttklio-n.: l'si:. .' ~1~r2h~s:cdrim:chb'ea: .~. 
appr.~t~at.\3ly 2l1600H;,wi~hC9mpany Mb~~ng:th~ 'iOiti{3.1.Clemept 
Jiftdi\·.int6 th(-/·ian~:rolhiwed~~.'51~i.i:'t~ri: ;bY,·t:;ornmarycf 'Grailp' Alpha:; " 
'c'oi!tpany,t,'abd"'2nd' St~ikG C.ompa~f. ... \·'Neg~tiv8:~nemi. cohta.ct' i'il, 
'~b'r.e' i: hGviev€'r~.;h(;i:Lc[;pt:ei~s:::r~ce_iV:6d:· :smiiiJ: '8, m.s;fice 'ii{ app'f'Cia:cb 
a:pd're~;j,l'€me:iit lari8sV±c'inity' gd.~, sqh~i-e' 13&: 48'81.:, "', "~'~': 
~: :: .. ~' .. ~ .. : ~:: ~~\~';' ..... ~: ':'!'1' :.:; ::' -: '.~.': :.~·f ~ '>'.' ~~' .. (, r ~'.:<. ." ~ ': .. ~ ... ~.~:;~' ,,~ :-,. "r .~ ~ • .'; • '~" •. <.~ .. > .". ~: ;~.: ." .f. '~ .. -,,, 
' .. ''1'7;'" D'n:r~~n:g1;H't;!~ a helicopter enroute to landing zone, with 

helit,€ainfr.0):ll;C9}np:H1Y .. K.embarke~ 9ra.~.h8d and ou.rned eit.her as a 
res;itt'" of s,inalt "al~llS 'f:treb:t-"silg'j,.n'ei,,:cf'?-Uu:re'lrj.ci'nU:y coordinates 

kI3'S' !'96813';;"3fd";Plai-oon;' C:olhp~nicM~:,was·iIDni.ediatetY'\~diSPatCb~d to 
;CfQs~;ttd;tE,c;;:·'O,~e·~!!.*;/'CI''i~j}ca~iH~t.:h:e\cl,:'VJ<f~':};theC~~nlY:',s~ior . 
and w~t.€vac&te-d bY"helicopt;e:r~ All~':DthEirq:tew'rnembe':rs:,an.d the 
~lctiteam, fr6i:' 'q'b~a nY:.1( ~fer~;.~g.1.e4,.~hl. the: ~,ci.ish~···' ~'riiJ ¢J.y.',.c'·~:·"'. 
C8.3\"tal.ti'ts,,\,,'ere' rl:Lne KIA: six. 'from' CpmP&'oY K.; .., . , ,,' , ... , 

. :. <'-:.' . ", .. ':;~" :>": .l.,-··: __ ~;.;.:.! .. ,<:~.: ::: .... !; .... ::",.- .i""-:' . .':~'.~' ~F>: L.~;";~-'.~.~·:· .. ,",'" ; \ "', :·£;··'.~.l 

"':l~~':' i(.rter. lancling, pol)ip~ny It and 2nd Strike 'Company: ~Olnmeiriced 
cttt',[,ck oB:ya:'ss'igned ·obj!3ctiv'€whicl;J:'was.,theHainlet. of Xu an Hoa' (1), 
,yicJhityc6;or~ib~t$~:, l?S~ ?9S,8?$': a~~f:'~,~:~9~~;; 'a.r.eas':.:··" ~:~ ';;." '; :j_;.~ 

? .'" 

,t. ~ 1 _;. • "_, ." :..:". . ~ :~':...." ~, :~.' . 
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12. During the ensuing period 9 - 21 March, the operations
of this Battalion were characterized by aggressive combat pat-
rols and ambushes together with appropriate civic action pro-
jects throughout the assigned tactical area of responsibility.

13. In addition to the foregoing, the 3rd Battalion, 1st
Marines was required on several occasions to assume responsi-
bility for security of the MAG-12 Air Strip or portions thereof
in order to augment or replace 1st Battalion, 4th Marines
elements as required by the operational commitments of the 1st
Battalion, 4th Marines,

14. At 20033OH, S-3, 1st Marines clerted 3rd Battalion, 1st
Marines to be prepared to provide by 201030H; a command group
and two reinforced companies in area to be, designated. Accor-
dingly. Command Group Alpha, Company K3 and Company M were
placed on immediate alert, and, at 211135H, Commanding Officer,
1st Marines directed that alerted forces would be staged and
prepared for helilift, from MAG-36 Helicopter Pad not later than
211330H,

15. Concurrent with the staging of those elements, the
Commanding Officer and S-3, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines, together
with Helicopter Unit Commander, were helilifted to Einh Son,
vicinity coordinates BS 600922, for detailed operational briefing
by Commanding Officer, 7th Marines during which L--Hour was estab-
lished as 211500H, but later delayed to 211600H. At same briefing,
Commanding Officer, Task Force Delta passed operational control
of 2nd Strike Company, 2nd ARVN Division to Commanding Officer,
3rd Battalion, 1st Marines.

16. The helilift of 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines commenced
approximately 211600H with Company M being the initial element
lifted into the zone followed, in turn, by Command Group Alpha,
Company K, and 2nd Strike Company. Negative enemy contact in
zone; however, helicopters received small arms fire in approach
and retirement lanes vicinity grid square BS 4881.

17. During lift, a helicopter enroute to landing zone, with
heliteam from Company K embarked, crashed and burned either as a
result of small arms fire or engine failure vicinity coordinates
BS 496813. 3rd Platoon, Company M was immediately dispatched to
crash site, One WIA, critically burned, was the only survivor
and was evacuated by helicopter. All other crew members and the
holiteam from Company K were kiiled in the crash. Friendly
casualties were nine KIA, six from Company K.

18. After landing, Company K and 2nd Strike Company commenced
attack on assigned objective which was the Hamlet of Xuan Hoa (1),
vicinity coordinates BS 505805 and adjacent areas.
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WhilE; adv~n.~i ng'on:the ob,~ Ac+,i 1,~~ -' }.)ot~, tinit's ~'came unde; -a st~ad:i,.ly, .. 
increasine: vci.tirnEl of small ',Hms fire delivered from we'll-c'oncealed --­
an(~ entr'ehchf,lL positions ll.:cat:ed 'just : inside a tree -line'and bam- -, 
boo fencework 'Ghat enc~cled the entire hamletQ Despite the heavy 
volume of ·fj.;L·o,. Company K and 2nd strike' Company continued their 
ad'vanca atidl'8,nainad in close contac:t,-ror approximately two hours. 
During tci.ls Fl'Jdod-" an· air'borne, ')bsernr __ reported '::;~'Iro platoonS of 
v"C -wiithdrawitf!: frOlli· Xuan Hoa. (1) ,to north ani 2n4 st,.~ike Comparw· 
reportee appro;dmately onl? va platoon ~thdraWing .from hamlet to_ 
southeaAte Bo'~h targets were engdged by artHlery anda::med RUlEs 
m.th'.-fo':"tY':VC-',KIA; (possible) reported as a result of supporting 
firet1. . i 

.. ~ ." 

19.. By nightfaJ.).-CompatW -K had advanced to point approxi­
matel"v :t50 meters -into the hamlet, and, the 2nci Strike Company had 
advanced to and 3€cured assigned objective ane, establishp.G. road­
bl.:lckvicinity coordinate::; BS507B02.. At this pOint, enemy broke 
contact, and "I.-:l.thdre-v~ unde!" pressure.· Results of contact were . 
':~;{,:_mty-:seven VG 'KIA- (confirmed)" f'Oi"ty VC KIA (possible) by sc.p­
port',ing armS; te-n VC KIA (possible ) "by, ground action, twenty 
lIe ,\'lirA ·(pcssil?J.e).; five weapons were c apt1ll'" cd tcgetilcr with .!\ large 
amount of -demolitions and other miscella:nebu.s 9quiptr.E;nt~· Friendly 
casua19ieG s~lStain€d'w6r.C sixteen,KIA and ,thirty-fo,,:,rWIAo _. 

'20" at')' n 'riarch" Compe..ny K: continued detailed, fiystematic 
searcr"~a.nJ:Q.e:::;-:'rby mission throlJ,gh Village of Xuan Eoa (1) and 
2n\~ 5~0r:i-kGbOi1]patW advanced on ili.ll· g2,viciriity ccordi nates BS_ 

. ,515802 "During sea~ho:r. village;. C:ompany' K systeniat-ically . .._ 
cl\:.2J.'Gci. ~,aeht~t'ariCh 'ancCtunn'e't ';:t'nd' th~n; d'e~tr~oyed~>ame: i,y ·derab·k:':;, 
ll.t'omi •. " ':;- '. ,. .:' ;);:';,.; . - .:; ."._:- - '- ~--" ---, '-:",~' ". : ... :. ::.:> <-_.1. .. ,,-
_,' 1.···: .", ·:l~.~·':;'::"::~") ':"'j.{ .. ··.L .. ·.-· .1_'", -:>_ .... ~-

':'" 2t .. · •. ·jct'~er ·'s-~·cur:tngj)oth. 'opjectfies :[iilcl'~f:t6:riil;ec~ipt;:'Of : .~ ':.'J 
TasJ~ For.c~;'Delta-1iiD.'g -Oid,cr:'6~66; )rd'-'Batt'al-ionj tst:-'ili~rines:: ,:.~l· 
·:~c;,nt:~hiie .. d::sep:ich'-anci.de,s·~~.oY·ope~:.lt~~,1s~'lp·-·e'ast',iri-'ask·~g~e~.,::~~'::~i,",,' 
'zo'\'?oe'/ t.:i~-}fD\l:t tur_,!:-her __ e riE:)mY ·c'o,ntac;t'. -, '::!.., .... ) , 
;~ ... 1':) "" ..... : .• , '.l :.~>.:'" .. "" ' •. ;, ."t,' ':~ ".:.:;. • .\ • .", ...... ( ' •• ~.;~'",:, , .. r:.:~:,J· 

, . ,-, :2 2~ __ .By:~22(jl,~fI,' -ri?:~l1t P_Osd. ~j.~ns- w~rfre~tab:l:?-,she~ : a:s :foil9lil~ .. :" 
13at,'taliotl' C_o_nd' P0st·-at.co·ordina:tEi~ BS 531791;-. 'Company- K de .. -, .... ·-

/p].bt~2.-- ).if'p'eiimet6r 1'r'6i{c·obrdiiiat~g· BS'j SSo'(8f·tb E.S 531792;tb:' 
BS:52979.2 tc:: BS 529794; Company M' _a nd 2nd Stf:ike Compaqy- in 
[)~rimef",r -:f:rcm c'oordinates BS 5J778$to BS 537780 to. BS .5367B9. 
t'>, FS' >;77:a5:2:·,--E,i~c1J.t€'d,.'a·gg~;·~~·si:VGn'igh(!Pa:trbi arid:'a$us'h,-:" '-'"_ ,! 
~:l~~~( ?,~aid';;!~eg~~~~~e' e'ne:~-'2:?PJ~~,t:~~,<'~::.:· : t,:::' --, <i :':-,:": :\:'.:': : 
',. "''. ~-.' : ,.' .. ' '. . -. -r' o •••••• ". :",,:' ','.' ,'. '. -, '~. ", .... _. ~ •• .' ..... ~ ~ 
.' : .. 23,,'On' 23 11at'cn' -'after"rec'eip-t;' bf. Task Force De:lta:verbal' " 
'. "," " ':.,: --I" ., ....... ' ~ ". ,"." ",~" " ," ' •• _;. . _ ,,",' '.,. .' " ;".,- '~.' M •• ~' 

'frag'.od,etJ, ·c-~m.menced" ap.va~'9~., s·OU,"~~') .. ~ .. ~()n~-()f: ·~ct.iOll:t9 'est.ab-:,_ 
lish-blOcy'.ing ptjSitj,c~;vj.-c':j:ti~t,y, COb,:rdinates,BS538766 a.~ld_, ~53B772, 

.' .. ',.~ ','":;';1:, .'~, , ':"'~M' ..• -.~ , •• ;~,,.1 .. ~.:.,:,,,: . ,.' .:~ •. ",: ' .•.• _~. 

'j " I,; _.:: ~ 

. ,', . :. ~ ~ . 
~." . . 

'''~ •• -. • I,'" " ~_ ' •• : '. i-, :... 

:,.' ." 

.:." :,: ) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED
UNCLASSIF

While advancing on the objective, both units came under a steadily
increasing volume of small arms fire delivered from well-concealed
and entrenchec. positions located just inside a tree line and bam-
boo fencework that encircled the entire hamlet. Despite the heavy
volume of firo, Company K and 2nd Strike Company continued their
advance and remained in close contact for approximately two hours.
During this period an airborne observer reported two platoons of
VC withdrawing from Xuan Hoa (1) to north and 2nd Strike Company
reported approximately one VC platoon withdrawing from hamlet to
southeast. Both targets were engaged by artillery and armed HULEs

theforty VC KIA (possible) reported as a result of supporting
fires.

19. By nightfall Company K had advanced to point approxi-
mately 150 meters into the hamlet, and the 2nd Strike Company had
advanced to and secured assigned objective and established road-
block vicinity coordinates BS 507802. At this point, enemy broke
contact and withdrew under pressure. Results of contact were
twenty-seven VC KIA (confirmed), forty VC KIA (possible) by sup-
porting arms, ten VC KIA (possible) by ground action, twenty
VC WIA (possible); five weapons were captured together with a large
amount of demolitions and other miscellaneous equipment. Friendly
casualties sustained were sixteen KIA and thirty-four WIA.

20. On 22 March, Company K continued detailed, systematic
search and destroy mission through Village of Xuan Hoa (1) and
2nd Strike Company advanced on Hill 22, vicinity ocordinates ES
515802, During search of village, Company K systematically
cleared each trench and tunnel and then destroyed same by demo-
litons.

21. After securing both objectives and after receipt of
Tast: Force Delta Frag Order 6-66, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines
continued search and destroy operations to east in assigned
zone without further enemy contact.

22. By 2220155, night positions were established as follows:
Battalion Command Post at coordinates BS 531791; Company K de-

ployed in perimeter from coordinates BS 530789 to BS 531792 to
BS 329797 to BS 529794; Company M and 2nd Strike Company in
perimeter from coordinates BS 537785 to BS 537780 to BS 536789
is RS 537785. Executed aggressive night patrol and ambush
plan; again, negative enemy contact.

23. On 23 March, after receipt of Task Force Delta verbal
frag order, commenced advance south in zone of action to estab-
lish blocking positions vicinity coordinates BS 538766 ánd BS538772,

UNCLASSIFIED
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and by ~3l830H, secured assigned blocking positions and estab­
lished' nightpositio'ns with Battalion ih' perimetel:' from. coor­
dina tes BS 533766 to BS' 538766 to BS 539771 to BS 537768. " ' 
Executed aggr~'ssive night patrol and ambush plans' 'ltdth ne'ga"> 
tive enemy cO;.~t,act. 

-24.. On 2:.=, r4arch, aga~,n there was negative Einen\~T c'onte,ct, 
and, by 241OCC';i~J as directed by Task Force Delta FJ.'ag Order 
10-66" ;rd Bat':,;~lion, 1st l"la:rines commenced helilift of ,2.~d 
Strike Compan.y to Quang Nga,i. and Battalion elements to MAC!-36 
Helicopter Po.d~ Lif-!; was completed by 2412)OH and, 3rd Bat­
talioD, 1st Marines passed: to operational coritrol of 1st Marines. 
Total friendly losses numhered 'seventeen KIA and thirty-eight 
WIA, including one KIA and three "llA: sustained by attached ARVN 
unitp Total VC l05eGs were established at twenty-seven KIA. 
(contL'I"lTled),fii'ty KIA (possib1e)1 one VCS, and twenty,vq WIA. 
(possible).' . " ' 

25. During the remainder of March" opel:'ations were limited 
to one company (reinforced) search and destroy op6rationcon­
ductcd 'on Hoa, Xuan Island 16catedvicinity grid square ill' 4215, 
and scheduleli'sma1l unit patrol and. amhushactions!civic action 
projects within assigned tactical 'area. The c'ompany (reinforced) 
SGarch and destroy operation mentioned above was scheduled for 
the period 28 - 31 March.;, but after oUly' one' day was catcelled 
due to unscheduled opcrationhl commitments'which required 3rd 
Battalion, 1st Marines to ,provide a command group and one com­
pany r.e;*!)fQrced 'by. oqe pompanyfrom 2nd Battalion,' 4th Marines 
to assumif tesponsibility ror2rld Battalion" 7th'Mannes tac­
tica1ar(;a ',ofresponsibUity. This cpmmitment wa's; pf ,short 
duration' and terminated on 30 March. 

',." . .' . " .. ;' .. ., ,.' 

B. 'Traini'ng 

l'.During the month of March, the'~ttalion': conducted ., 
training as',prescrihedby ~gimenial Bulleti'n 15000! 19 Feb­
rriar.v 1966~Emphasiswas placed on field fortificatiot:lS, basic 
cOrrlml1n;ica~ions, scoutingtechiliques,map reading forrifle pla­
toons,anU pirjsical conditiolling to acclimate. repla~ements. 
Cre't~-serve~ ~apons traitling cons±stedmostly' of 'gun drill to 
dey€lopefficiency and 't~~mwork'ainongtqe crews with' ne~lY 
~rrived repl<lC€monts .. · .. " . , '. , " 

. 2., The Land }line Warfare Schooloper~ted by' ComPany A, ' 
1st E~ine6r Battalion ¥as utilized by,.the ,J3!3.ttC1lion through­
out the month.' A total' of' !orty~eigi;\t'Marin6satt€nc.ed the two-
day course of itiStruction. ' "'. ' ;,,' 

, ' "~., '-. : - . : " :. 

3. On4he..;job training was conducted c,:intinuously 'during 
all Battalion operations. Detailed crttiques on all' phases 

13," "uNCLA~~~RE: (1) 
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and by 231830H, secured assigned blocking positions and estab-
lished night positions with Battalion in perimeter from coor-
dinates BS 533766 to BS 538766 to BS 539771 to BS 537768.
Executed aggressive night patrol and ambush plans with nega-
tive enemy contact.

24. On 24 March, again there was negative enemy contact,
and, by 241000H, as directed by Task Force Delta Frag Order
10-56, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines commenced helilift of 2nd
Strike Company to Quang Ngai and Battalion elements to MAG-36
Helicopter Pad, Lift was completed by 241230H and 3rd Bat-
talion, 1st Marines passed to operational control of 1st Marines.
Total friendly losses numbered seventeen KIA and thirty-eight
WIA, including one KIA and three WIA sustained by attached ARVN
unit. Total VC losses were established at twenty-seven KIA
(confirmed), fifty KIA (possible), one VCS, and twenty VC WIA
(possible).

25. During the remainder of March, operations were limited
to one company (reinforced) search and destroy operation con-
ducted on Hoa. Xuan Island located vicinity grid square BT 4215,
and scheduled small unit patrol and ambush actions/civic action
projects within assigned tactical area. The company (reinforced)
search and destroy operation mentioned above was scheduled for
the period 28 - 31 March, but after only one day was cancelled
due to unscheduled operational commitments which required 3rd
Battalion, 1st Marines to provide a command group and one com-
pany reinforced by one company from 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines
to assume responsibility for 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines tac-
tical area of responsibility. This commitment was of short
duration and terminated on 30 March.

B. Training

1. During the month of March, the Battalion conducted
training as prescribed by Regimental Bulletin 1500 of 19 Feb-
ruary 1966. Emphasis was placed on field fortifications, basic
communications, scouting techniques, map reading for rifle pla-
toons, and physical conditioning to acclimate replacements.
Crew-served weapons training consisted mostly of gun drill to

develop efficiency and teamwork among the crews with newly
arrived replacements.

2. The Land Mine Warfare School operated by Company A,
1st Engineer Battalion was utilized by the Battalion through-
out the month. A total of forty-eight Marines attended the two-
day course of instruction.

3. On-the-job training was conducted continuously during
all Battalion operations. Detailed critiques on all phases

ENCLOSURE: (1)13
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of operati.ons were, held,by subordinate units. In this manner, 
lessons. learned were. developed in an effort to profit from: 
operations ·c0ncuded and· ··~o: improve future operations. . 

C. Chronological Narrat~..,e of Significant Events 

MArcH 

1 BI:l' 3/1 dear;.r,ivatcd efie~tiv€ O1l635H, and 8--3, j/l~ 
briefed by 8-3, 1st Mar, ·concerning f'lture missio:, of 
Battalion. In add:1tion, at 011800, received verb;;:l. 
frag order from CO, 1st Nar, to maintain Battalion' 
( -) on six-hour alert to include thre& compa nies and 
C:Qmmand group.' . . 

AtC)J:2200;S~J, ist Mar,': notified 3/1 to be pre;pared 
to :place on6 company'_ on two-hour standby. ' . 

In accordance w:lth verbal inst~ctions recdv€d ii~~m .. ' 
CO, 1st Har: as amplifiEdbyS-3, 1st Nar~ at012000H, : 
3/l provided one company· (rein) on a two-bou.r alert and 
a command g:r.oup plus two additionc;.lcompaniss (reill) 
on a six-hou~ alerto CompanY'M was placed on two~hour 
alert and Com.mand Group Alpha, Company L, and Company 
K were placed on six-hour alert. 

2 l-1ajor personnel. chang~s were effected to include' trans­
f~~ of Capt PEASE from Co~)any K to S-4; Capt GONZALES 
fromS-4 to Compc:.r.y K. . . 

At 921835H~ 3/1 received 1st Mar OpO 343-~6 and 1st Mar 
Frag Order 3-66 and immediately commenced required 
planning to execute assigned mission o . 

At 02lB.35H.; in comr:liance with 1st Mar OpO 343-66, Com­
pany L was designated as ;ls~ jlarines Regimental Reserve. 

3 At'030900H, 3/1 assu'Ued responsibility for Air Base 
Defense of !:flAG-12 Air Strip by relieving previously 
est.ablished Air Base Defense Coordinator and Secur;i.ty 
Company from 2/7. Company I (Rein). and Company K (-) 
(Rdn) occupied security positions in accordance with 
initial situation. overlay. 

At -63i200H, thelst Platoon,' Ccnlpany K relieved platoon 
from Comparw H,. 2/7, aod assUIDGd responsibility for 
security of vital RMK construction facilities asre­
quired by assigned mission. 
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of operations were held by subordinate units. In this manner,
lessons learned were developed in an effort to profit from
operations conducted and to improve future operations.

C. Chronological Narrative of Significant Events

MARCH

BLT 3/1 deactivated effective 011635H, and S-3, 3/1,1
briefed by S-3, 1st Mar, concerning future mission of
Battalion. In addition, at 011800, received verbal
frag order from CO, 1st Mar, to maintain Battalion
(-) on six-hour alert to include three companies and
command group.

At 012200, S-3, 1st Mar, notified 3/1 to be prepared
to place one company on two-hour standby.

In accordance with verbal instructions received from
CO, 1st Mar, as amolified by S-3, 1st Mar, at 012000H,
3/1 provided one company (rein) on a two-hour alert and
a command group plus two additional companies (rein)
on a six-hour alert. Company M was placed on two-hour
alert and Command Group Alpha, Company L, and Company
K were placed on six-hour alert.

Major personnel changes were effected to include trans-2
for of Capt PEASE from Company K to S-4; Capt GONZALES
from S-4 to Company K.

At 021835H, 3/1 received 1st Mar OpO 343-66 and 1st Mar
Frag Order 3-66 and immediately commenced required
planning to execute assigned mission.

At 021835H, in compliance with 1st Mar OpO 343-66, Com-
pany L was designated as :1st Marines Regimental Reserve.

At 030900H, 3/1 assumed responsibility for Air Base3
Defense of MAG-12 Air Strip by relieving previously
established Air Base Defense Coordinator and Security
Company from 2/7. Company I (Rein) and Company K (-)
(Rein) occupied security positions in accordance with
initial situation overlay.

At 031200H, the 1st Platoon, Company K relieved platoon
from Company H, 2/7, and assumed responsibility for
security of vital RMK construction facilities as re-
quired by assigned mission.

ENCLOSURE: (1)14
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3 At 03l330H, CompaQY I effected liaison with Headquarters 
CompanyI7t~Mar, ',C(lI1Cerning assUmption of responsibility 
forsecuritypositicns oQ south and southw~Bt sides q£ 
Class V Dump from 'Ii:~cinity BT 556044 to viCinityBT 563043 
which have been previously manned by the Composite'Security 
Platoon" Headquart.e:~·s Com.pany, 7th Mar. Ph:,rsical relief 
eftect~d031.830H~ , , , , 

, , 

4 ,At04l015H, Gel, lsi.; 'I1ar irected 3/1 to place two rifle 
companies, (rein)'anda COITJmand group on inunisdiate alert 
for helilift to arsf1, of operations to be designated. 
CO!lll1ltlnd Group Alpha.~ Company L, Company 14, tHO 'sections 
of 81mrn r,lortars, and tHO attached engineer squads were 
alerted' as re(}'J.ired. ',' 

, At0410)OH, co', 1st }1~r, Girected 3/1' to establish heli­
copter landing zone for alerted force~. ' Loading zone' 
was established vicinity coordiQates ill ,,6052. 

At' OUIOOH, CO, 1st Mar, c1ir~ctedJ/lto alf.irt remaining 
two companies, one of'wh'iljh wast'o move by'truck at 041200H 
and operate as security'for a convoy and security for Task 
Force Delta. C.ommand Post~ Company K and Company' I were 
'alerted., and C'ompany ~ was directed to provide convoy 

. security and Task Force DElta Command. Post security. The 
requirement for convoy security was later increased to 
include a,platoon (?ein) from Company L. 

. . ' . 

. 11.t o412h5H, Company K (Rein) with' platoon from CompanY I 
departed Chu Lai by truck as convoy security Clnd changed 
operational control to Taek Force, De,1ta. 

At 041310H, 311 receiVEd init::ll.l Ta:tk ~~ro& Dena F'rEgOrderand 
CO, 3/l, issued 1:,he Ba.ttalion FrA.g order to wit: Lctnd 

CompanyM (Rein) to secure the landing zone followed in 
trace by Company L (Rein). and Company I (-). (Battalion 
Reserve). After landing, Company L' advance by best 
possible route. and occupy blocking pos'itions vicinity 
coordinates BS 545856... Company I (-)" after la:n'd:lng",' 
assume' responsibility for landing zone security. Com.;.. 
pOony M" aft6r,being relieved of landing zone seourity 

. advance by oestpossible route and occupy blocking posi­
tions vicinity,BS 567861.. C9mpanies Land M are to' .... 
conduct' extensive ambushing and patrolling along likely 
routes of egress from south of 6USt-'IV6st grid'line 85 
to the north and northeast. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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MARCH

At 031330H, Company I effected liaison with Headquarters3
Company, 7th Mar, concerning assumption of responsibility
for security positions on south and southwest sides of
Class V Dump from vicinity BT 556044 to vicinity BT 563043
which have been previously manned by the Composite Security
Platoon, Headquarters Company, 7th Mar. Physical relief
effected 031830H.

At 041015H, 00, 1st Mar directed 3/1 to place two rifle4
companies (rein) and a command group on immediate alert
for helilift to area of operations to be designated.
Command Group Alpha. Company L, Company M, two sections
of 81mm mortars, and two attached engineer squads were
alerted as required.

At 041030H, CO, 1st Mar, directed 3/1 to establish heli-
copter landing zone for alerted forces. Loading zone
was established vicinity coordinates BT 556052.

At 041100H3 CO, 1st Mar, directed 3/1 to alert remaining
two companies, one of which was to move by truck at 041200H
and operate as security for a convoy and security for Task
Force Delta Command Post, Company K and Company I were
alerted, and Company K was directed to provide convoy
security and Task Force Delta Command Post security. The
requirement for convoy security was later increased to
include a platoon (rein) from Company L.

At 041245H, Company K (Rein) with platoon from Company I

departed Chu Lai by truck as convoy security and changed
operational control to Task Force Delta.

At 041310H, 3/1 received initial Task Porce Delta Freg Order and
CO, 3/1, issued the Battalion Frag order to wit: Land
Company M (Rein) to secure the landing zone followed in
trace by Company L (Rein) and Company I (-) (Battalion
Reserve). After landing, Company L advance by best
possible route and occupy blocking positions vicinity
coordinates BS 545856. Company I (-), after landing,
assume responsibility for landing zone security. Com-
pany M, after being relieved of landing zone security
advance by best possible route and occupy blocking posi-
tions vicinity BS 567861. Companies L and M are to
conduct extensive ambushing and patrolling along likely
routes of egress from south of east-west grid line 85
to the north and northeast.

ENCLOSURE: (1)15
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4 At 041350H, CO, Task Force Delta arrived 3/1 Command Post 

and authorized CO, .3/1, to increase heli-lifted forces to . 
include remaining company (-). Company I (-) was directed 
to commence movement to helicopter loading zone. 

At 041500H, 3/1 (-) commenced heli1ift into designated 
landing zone vicinity BS 554875 with Company M being the 
initial element lifted into' landing zone follDwed in 
turn by Command Group Alpha, Company L (Rein), and Com­
pany I C .. ). Negative enemy contact during helicopter 
landing. 

At 041645H, 3/1 (-) landed in zone and established Com­
mand Post vicinity coordinates BS 555873; Company L com­
menced movement to establish blocking positions vicinity 
coordinates BS 5.36855, BS 546856, and BS 550858; Company 
M commenced mov~ment to establish blocking positions 
vicinity coordinates BS 568861, BS563853, and BS 577861; 
Company I (-) deployed in p€r~~eter vicinity Battalion 
Command Post at coordinates BS 555873~ 

At 041815H, complet€d helilift into landing zone except 
for platoon (-) from Comparw I, which l-laB delivered into 
landing zone at first light on 5 March. 

At 041830H, vicinity coordinates BS 56986), Cbmpany M 
challenged two VC on trai1~ engaged with five rounds 
small arms. One VC observed to fall after engaged, but 
was not captured. Result of engagement, oneVC ~HA. 

At 04l850H, Company M established designated blocking 
positions. 

At 041900H, vicinity coordinates BS 545857, Company L 
located one mine made from 3.5-inch rocket round. Mine 
destroyed. No fri~ndly casualties. 

At 041912H, Company L established designated blocking 
positions. 

At 042100R, Company M obs€rved weapons suspected of being 
.50 caliber machine gun firing from vicinity coordinates BS 
569845 at helicopter. Fired 8lmm mortar mission on sus­
pected machine gun location; rounds were on target; machine­
gun ceased firing. 

16 E~LOSURE! (1) 
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MARCH

At 041350H, CG, Task Force Delta arrived 3/1 Command Post4
and authorized CO, 3/1, to increase heli-lifted forces to
include remaining company (-) Company I (-) was directed
to commence movement to helicopter loading zone.

At 041500H, 3/1 (-) commenced helilift into designated
landing zone vicinity BS 554875 with Company M being the
initial element lifted into landing zone followed in
turn by Command Group Alpha, Company L (Rein), and Com-
pany I (-). Negative enemy contact during helicopter
landing.

At 041645H, 3/1 (-) landed in zone and established Com-
mand Post vicinity coordinates BS 555873; Company L com-
menced movement to establish blocking positions vicinity
coordinates BS 536855, BS 546856, and BS 550858; Company
M commenced movement to establish blocking positions
vicinity coordinates BS 568861, BS 563853, and BS 577861;
Company I (-) deployed in perimeter vicinity Battalion
Command Post at coordinates BS 555873.

At 041815H, completed helilift into landing zone except
for platoon (-) from Company I, which was delivered into

landing zone at first light on 5 March.

At 041830H, vicinity coordinates BS 569863, Company M

challenged two VC on trail, engaged with five rounds
small arms. One VC observed to fall after engaged, but

was not captured. Result of engagement, one VC WIA.

At 04185OH, Company M established designated blocking
positions.

At 041900H, vicinity coordinates BS 545857, Company L
located one mine made from 3.5-inch rocket round. Mine

destroyed. No friendly casualties.

At 041912H, Company L established designated blocking
positions.

At 042100H, Company M observed weapons suspected of being
.50 caliber machinegun firing from vicinity coordinates BS

569845 at helicopter. Fired 81mm mortar mission on sus-

pected machinegun location; rounds were on target; machine-

gun ceased firing.
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/ 4 At 042330H, received'Task Force Delta Frag Orcler 170-66 
which directed 3/i-to conluct soarch.and destroy opera­
tions to south and southeast. Issued' 3/1 Frag Order 16-66. 

5 

During night and earJ.y morning 4 - 5 March, negative 
enemy contact. 

At 050545H, 1st b.RV·!'[ Airborne Battalion requested 3/1 (-) 
to fire Blmm mortar mission vicinity coorcinates BS 551842. 
Request approved by Task Force Delta; four rounds 8lmm 
mortar fired. Results unconfirmed. 

At OS06S0H, viCinity coordinatess BS 568862, Comparr,yM 
exploded one: anti-personnel mine; unknown type. OUr" .' . 
friendly WLI. susta:.i.r..edo 

At 0507)oH, remain:l'3r of. C'ompany I landed in landing zone. 
One friendlynon~evac WTI, sustained as result of small arms 
directed at helicopters from .~cinity grid square BS 5588. 

Task Force Delta issued verbal frag order to reorient 
direction of search and destroy operations in order to 
relieve pressure on 1st ARVN Airborne Battalion. 3/1 
immediatl'31y issued required verbal frag order md COID- . 

menced movement to south and to area where 1st ARVN 
L irborne Battalion was engaged. The Battalion was de­
ployed with Company L on right and Company M on left. 
Company I (Battalion Res:erve) in trace. 

At 051030H, Company M spotted vJhat appeared to be seven 
camouflaged VC vicinity coorctinates'BS 5558370 Company 
M deployed reserve platoon and engaged. Remainder Com­
paqy M and Company L continued to advance toward 1st ARVN 
Airborne Battalion position in effort to relieve pressure 
and to effect link-up_ Shortly thereafter, the reserve 
platoon, Company M was heavily engaged and Company M was 
directed to deploy and reinforce. Comparw L continued 
advance to effect link-up with Ai1VN Forces vicinity coor­
dinates BS 553836, and received light opposition on right 
flank. 

At 05ll00H, both Company M and Company L were heaCvUy 
engnged in respective areas. 

Company L engaged what was considered to be approximately 
one platoon on objective (this estimate was later revised 
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4 At 042330H, received Task Force Delta Frag Order 170-66
which directed 3/1 to conduct search and destroy opera-
tions to south and southeast. Issued 3/1 Frag Order 16-66.

During night and early morning 4 - 5 March, negative
enemy contact.

At 050545H, 1st ARVN Airborne Battalion requested 3/1 (-)5
to fire 81mm mortar mission vicinity coordinates BS 551842.
Request approved by Task Force Delta; four rounds 81mm
mortar fired. Results unconfirmed.

At 050650H, vicinity coordinatess BS 568862, Company M
exploded one anti-personnel mine; unknown type. Our
friendly WIA sustained.

At 050730H, remainder of Company I landed in landing zone.
One friendly non-evac WIA sustained as result of small arms
directed at helicopters from vicinity grid square BS 5588.

Task Force Delta issued verbal frag order to reorient
direction of search and destroy operations in order to
relieve pressure on 1st ARVN Airborne Battalion. 3/1
immediately issued required verbal frag order and com-
menced movement to south and to area where 1st ARVN
Airborne Battalion was engaged. The Battalion was de-
ployed with Company L on right and Company M on left.

Company I (Battalion Reserve) in trace.

At 051.030H, Company M spotted what appeared to be seven
camouflaged VC vicinity coordinates BS 555837. Company
M deployed reserve platoon and engaged. Remainder Com-
pany M and Company L continued to advance toward 1st ARVN
Airborne Battalion position in effort to relieve pressure
and to effect link-up. Shortly thereafter, the reserve
platoon, Company M was heavily engaged and Company M was
directed to deploy and reinforce. Company L continued
advance to effect link-up with ARVN Forces vicinity coor-
dinates BS 553836, and received light opposition on right
flank.

At 051100H, both Company M and Company L were heavily
engaged in respective areas.

Company L engaged what was considered to be approximately
one platoon on objective (this estimate was later revised
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5 upward and is now considered to be closer to a-company). 
~~VC'were ~n well~prepared p~sitions and spider traps. 
~~ The entire area was heavily mined and booby-trapped. _ 

CompanY L remained in heavy, close contact incluCing 
heavy automatic weapons fire and grenades for approxi­
mately three hours and, in conjunction with 1st ARVN­
Airborne Battalion, cleared objective of all VC resis­
tanc~ by deliberate,:systematj"c search and destruotion 

, of objective area which required enga;ging and l!rooting" 
llindividual VC from prepared posit:Lo~ ,"Results of oper­
ations:" Thirty-three va KIA (confirmed), fifty:"five va 

<:KL~ (possible), six WIA (possible), and'a number of 
CHICOII! automatic, weapons and other items of equipment .. 
Friendly casual ties dllcstai. ned were ten KIA and twenty 
WIll.. Comparw L, anar clearing objective, -consolidated 
positions, linked-up with and turned over objective to 
1st ARVN Battalion~ Following this, Company L displaced 
to viCinity 3/1 COm!,l'100 Post. . , . ' 
.. . . 

Compan;y M,afterdeploying to reinforce reserve platoon 
and. after initi~ cop.tact, was heavily engaged, .for approxi­
mately three hours on objective centered coordinates ES 
5583;7. Initial estimate of enemy st'rength was considered 
to be' a VC company •... This estimate wa~ later I'evised up-

,ward and it is now considered to be a)70 battalion (-) 

I
'iand contained a battalion or reg. imental headquarters. va 
were entrenched in d~pth in well-rropared positions with 
excellent fields of fire and employed60mm mortars, .50, 
caliber machineguns, 57mm recoilless rifles, a large 

. number of automatic weapons and grenades. Company: M, 
,I(after engaging VO, aggressively assaulted and penetrated 
tWO positiOns, and at l330H, CornpatW.I was passed through 
. Company M in effort to increase pressure on VC. Resul ts 
iof' CompanyM1s contact were fifty-nine va KIA, fifty VO 
pGA (possible), and D larEc ntirnberof cc.ptured weapons, 
f ane'_ other .mj or items ofeqilipm~nt6' Friendly casualties 
j sustained ~ere fifteen KIiI. ,and fortY~Sr WIA .. 

A.t 05l330H, Company I, after passing t~ough Company M, 
continued the assault on objective centered vicinity 
coordinates BS 55S857 and remained in heavy contact for 
approximately three hours. Results of Compaqy I 1scon-

,; tac't ware nine VC KIA., four VC .'K11'. (possible), four 
i WIA (possible). Friendly casualties sustained were, 
'seventeen KIA., thi;rty-four WIA. 
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upward and is now considered to be closer to a company).5
VC were in well-prepared positions and spider traps.
The entire area was heavily mined and booby-trapped.
Company L remained in heavy, close contact including
heavy automatic weapons fire and grenades for approxi-
mately three hours and, in conjunction with 1st ARVN
Airborne Battalion, cleared objective of all VC resis-
tance by deliberate, systematic search and destruction
of objective area which required engaging and "rooting"
individual VC from prepared positions Results of oper-
ations: Thirty-three VC KIA (confirmed), fifty-five VC
KIA (possible), six WIA (possible), and a number of
CHICOM automatic weapons and other items of equipment.
Friendly casualties sustai ned were ten KIA and twenty
WIA. Company L, after clearing objective, consolidated
positions, linked-up with and turned over objective to
1st ARVN Battalion, Following this, Company L displaced
to vicinity 3/1 Command Post.

Company M, after deploying to reinforce reserve platoon
and after initial contact, was heavily engaged for approxi-
mately three hours on objective centered coordinates BS
558857. Initial estimate of enemy strength was considered
to be a VC company. This estimate was later revised up-
ward and it is now considered to be a VC battalion (-)
and contained a battalion or regimental headquarters. VC
were entrenched in depth in well-prepared positions with
excellent fields of fire and employed 60mm mortars, .50
caliber machineguns, 57mm recoilless rifles, a large
number of automatic weapons and grenades. Company M,
after engaging VC, aggressively assaulted and penetrated
VC positions, and at 1330H, Company I was passed through
Company M in effort to increase pressure on VC. Results
of Company M's contact were fifty-nine VC KIA, fifty VC
KIA (possiblo), and a large number of captured weapons,
and other major items of equipment. Friendly casualties
sustained were fifteen KIA and forty-six WIA.

At 051330H, Company I, after passing through Company M,
continued the assault on objective centered vicinity
coordinates BS 558857 and remained in heavy contact for
approximately three hours. Results of Company I's con-
tact were nine VC KIA, four VC KIA (possible), four
WIA (possible). Friendly casualties sustained were
seventeen KIA, thirty-four WIA.
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5 At 051630H, 3/1 (-)was directed by TaskForce Delta to 
maintain Company I in'present positions while ,5thARVN 
Airborne Battalion, made contact with and passed thr.ough or 
to the south of Company I, at which time, Company i: . 
1voulcl retract to thenorlh for new "mission. At about 

6 

this time, contact decreased to sporadic small' arms fire 
and Company I maintai.ned 'positions as directed'. 

051900H, the 5th ARFN Airborne BattaJion advisor in­
formed 3/1 that pUysical,contact with Company I would 
not be establish€d. In response to this, the CO; 3/1, 
tequested p3rmissionto retain Company I .in present 
positions rather than retracting. to the north in effort 
to maintain contact I",.Jith ve, and further requested that 
all friendly units h.-_, .1i.thc.'lrawn to safe distance. while 
massivEl.aircmd' art:E1ery preparation of objective was 
conducted which, in turn, would be followed by continued 
assault of objectivo by Company I and Company L :L'011owed 
in trace by Company 1-1. While awaiting approval, Company 
I maintained occupied positions.. There was no enemy . 
contact during perii)d.. . 

At 051700H, PrOvisional Rifle Platoon, previously requested 
by .3/1, 'was dGlivered tocoordinctes BS55487'sc-' Platoon . 
was not able to join 3/1 and was directed to remain in 
present positions until first light at which time scouts 
would be dispatched-to guide the platoon to 3/1 Command 
Post., . 

At first light, foUI:' scouts .were dispatched to .gilide 
previously mGntioned-Provisional Platoon to .3/1 Command 
Post. While enroute, scouts engaged four VC vicinity . 
coordinates BS558856. Results of engagement were two 
VO ~ITA and one va WIA (possible). 

At 060800H, TaskForce Delta approved CO, 3/1, request 
and at 061030H, 3/1 commenced massive air and artillery 
preparation fires. At 1245H, preparation fires ceased 
and assault of objective was commenced. There was no 
enemy contact during assault. nGsults of operations 
included capturing a number ofweapons~ documents, and 
other items of' equipment; rec,?very of a number of friendly 
KIfl..s 1.fOO could not be recovered on- the previous day; and \\ 
at vicinity coordinates BS 5558)8,. discovery of a vast, 
interconnecting, well-developed cave complex that required 
5,000 pounds of C-4to destroy; 300 meters of entrenchments 
and Wire fortifications vicinity coordinates BS.' 55$839 to 
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At 051630H, 3/1 (-) was directed by Task Force Delta to5
maintain Company I in present positions while 5th ARVN
Airborne Battalion made contact with and passed through or
to the south of Company I, at which time, Company I
would retract to the north for new mission. At about
this time, contact decreased to sporadic small arms fire
and Company I maintained positions as directed.

051900H, the 5th ARVN Airborne Battalion advisor in-
formed 3/1 that physical contact with Company I would
not be established. In response to this, the CO, 3/1,
requested permission to retain Company I in present
positions rather than retracting to the north in effort
to maintain contact with VC, and further requested that
all friendly units be withdrawn to safe distance while
massive air and artillery preparation of objective was
conducted which, in turn, would be followed by continued
assault of objective by Company I and Company L followed
in trace by Company M. While awaiting approval, Company
I maintained occupied positions. There was no enemy
contact during period.

At 051700H, Provisional Rifle Platoon, previously requested
by 3/1, was delivered to coordinates BS 554875. Platoon
was not able to join 3/1 and was directed to remain in
present positions until first light at which time scouts
would be dispatched to guide the platoon to 3/1 Command
Post.

6 At first light, four scouts were dispatched to guide
previously mentioned Provisional Platoon to 3/1 Command
Post. While enroute, scouts engaged four VC vicinity
coordinates BS 558856. Results of engagement were two
VC WIA and one VC WIA (possible).

At 060800H, Task Force Delta approved CO, 3/1, request
and at 061030H, 3/1 commenced massive air and artillery
preparation fires. At 1245H, preparation fires ceased
and assault of objective was commenced. There was no
enemy contact during assault. Results of operations
included capturing a number of weapons, documents, and
other items of equipment; recovery of a number of friendly
KIAs who could not be recovered on the previous day; and
at vicinity coordinates BS 555838, discovery of a vast,
interconnecting, well-developed cave complex that required
5,000 pounds of C-4 to destroy; 300 meters of entrenchments
and wire fortifications vicinity coordinates BS 555839 to
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6 BS 5548.34; two9verhe,aded :!:?unkers suitable as cOImnand 
post bunkers for large, headquarters. 

At 06J.430H, 00, TaskForoo ·Delta arrived vicinity.cave . 
complex. and ~ter inspecting theconiplex,: directed co,' 
3/1, to remain in' objective areaas-.loog as required 
to conduct thorough search· of c'omplex follorlngwhich 
the complex would be destroyed.. ., . . 

At: 06ll30H; bompany' K, )/l,CHOF orooN frOlil. '1/7 t~ . 
3/)..·· and joined 3/1 vicinity Command Post~·, '. . . .' ........ ~ . . -

. .' [\')~Rc(-'\ 1 '. ' ... ' .' 
During ~he night o~ 6 Februar,y'and the f.ollowing d~, 
enOllW contact WCil-s ne gat j.ve ... . ' . '. 

7 At 0708,30H, Company M commenced destruction of cave. 
complex· utilizing 5,000 pounds 'of c-4 i~ acc.omplis.hlng 
the task.. '. . 

A.t071000H, Gompapy .. L, 'as., directed by CG~ Task F~~ce ' .' 
Delta, was cHop OPdON to 1/1. , . 

At 0711.30H,.CG, Task Force Delta, directed retraction 
of )/1 C-) from area of operations, to Chu lid after. 
dostruction of o ave complex. . ' . " 

.. ' 
i\.t 071)OOH, C.ompany I and CampattY' K were retracted, 
from area of operations by helicopter and commenced: 
assumption of defensive positions on airfield. .' 

At 07l54SH" C ompnny L. ru;.rivcd. ~t' Chu t..ai Air£ic1(~r ~nd 
CHOP OroON to· 3/1.. Compaqv L ros.UIIlcd }?!,ov1ouSpbs.i- . 
tiona, vicinity cooru.iootus, 13T S51052 at .o'716J9}1o. 

At 071600, after completion of destruction of'eaVe 
complex" . Command Group Alpha and C,ompaqy- M were re­
tracted from area.of operations by heli~opter. 

At 071BjOH, C~~ndGroup'A1pha ~d Company M arrived 
at Chu Iai and assumed former positions viciriity'coor-
.¢li,nates .BT 557045. .' -

8 l~t oBllOOH, 3/1 was alerted to a change int~tical 
areas whereby)/l and 1/4 would exchange tactical. 
areas.. Coordination between units,commencedfurnedi­
a'\jelyo 
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6 BS 554834; two overheaded bunkers suitable as command
post bunkers for large headquarters.

At 061430H, CG, Task Force Delta arrived vicinity cave
complex and after inspecting the complex, directed co,
3/1, to remain in objective area as long as required
to conduct thorough search of complex following which
the complex would be destroyed.

At 061130H, Company K, 3/1, CHOF OPCON from. 1/7 to
3/1 and joined 3/1 vicinity Command Post.

MARCH ?
During the night of 6 February and the following day,
enemy contact was negative.

At 070830H, Company M commenced destruction of cave7
complex utilizing 5,000 pounds of C-4 in accomplishing
the task.

At 071000H, Company L, as directed by CG, Task Force
Delta, was CHOP OPCON to 1/7.

At 071130H, CG, Task Force Delta, directed retraction
of 3/1 (-) from area of operations to Chu Lai after
destruction of oave complex.

At 071300H, Company I and Company K were retracted
from area of operations by helicopter and commenced
assumption of defensive positions on airfield.

At 071545H, Company L arrived at Chu Lai Airfield and
CHOP OPCON to 3/1. Company L resumed previous posi-
tions vicinity coordinates BT 557052 at 071630H.

At 071800, after completion of destruction of cave
complex, Command Group Alpha and Company M were re-
tracted from area of operations by helicopter.

At 071830H, Command Group Alpha and Company M arrived
at Chu Lai and assumed former positions vicinity coor-
dinates BT 557045.

At 081100H, 3/1 was alerted to a change in tactical8
areas whereby 3/1 and 1/4 would exchange tactical
areas. Coordination between units commenced immedi-
ately.
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8 At 08l.900H, based upon verbal instructions fr.an CO •.. 1st ' . 
Marines, '1"., planr$1g .eo'nferenc~ between 3/1 ~md .1(4. was con ... 
ducted', 1'n: o~de~ to insure 'a h orderly, tactiCal exchange 
of TAbRs.~ This'p;.an provided. :tor, Company M, 3/1~'td" 
re1ievo C.ompaqy· AI 1/4i' in'its 'l'AOR cOmmenCing 'at;091230H· 
and for tpe re.lief: .~£ .Compally. Bj :l/4~ ~n ·its T.A.O!:,~y:. . 
Company L,. 3/1, at approximately 091230H .. :, The 1/4· units" 
in turn, would relieve Company I and CompauY·K·i.n secur­
itypositi,,?n:sat Mlt9-12 Air strip. ' " '" 

At 082000R, 3/1 received change number one to i~ Mar 
. 0p0 343-6~ which' confi~ed -verbal instructions received 

from CO J 1st Mar, conc'erningexchange Iilf TAORs' ~th, 1/4 
and assigned. the 'follOWi.ng mssi.on: . . 

a. OccupyanddEirend1nassigoed sector to pr,o';': 
tect.ind °defond',tne vital,areas in the 1st Mar TAOR/' 

. ~ . :.'. ':" .'. . " . \ :. ". . , '.~' '". 

b:.' 'Co'riduc~ ':6~bat/rec~ri ,Fltr'ols 'and ambush()~ ::::! 
throughout assigned sector during dey and mght . With , . 
pn.ority to :nighttime operati0ns.~ '. 

c.Pr6v,1.de. externrii ,secUrity to the IAfJ1 Batte~ 
located on KY Hba Island (BT SllS)," . ' . 

'd. liaintain combat patrol bases on KY Hoa, ~ 
Xuan, and Hoa luan IslEnds. ' 

'. - : 

e. Conduct and maintain sUrVeillance of seal-lard 
approaches within assigned s'ector to repel landii,lgs 
and preventinf:i:ltration... . .. ' 

'. f... Be p~eparedto ,conduct unUatoral and/or ~oor­
dii'latad oper3t1ons 'with RVNAF llithin andbeyooo"thE3" 
periphery of assigtled sector.' . '. , " 

, . g~ Be pr.epa~~~·,to~ provide' 0~6 ccmpanyt9' be' em-
ployed as directed by. this HeadCluarters, ' " . . 

9 At ,090800H, 3/1 comm6nced 'excharige,of TAORs with lj4 
in accordance with'the mutually developed plan a~i: . 
set forth o8l900H6 Relief to becomp1eted by 091800H. 

At 0920l51I,'CO~paWMJ 3J~,· e.stablished front line .. 
positions Vicinity coordimtes~ BT 486104 t.oBrr: 4.~7103 
to BT 488102 to BI" 486102 to' BT 486104~ .;. '.' ,. 
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At 081900H, based upon verbal instructions from CO. 1st8
Marines, a planning conference between 3/1 and 1/4 was con-
ducted in order to insure an orderly, tactical exchange
of TAORs. This plan provided for Company M, 3/1, to
relieve Company A, 1/4, in its TAOR commencing at 091230H
and for the relief of Company B, 1/4, in its TAOR by:

Company L, 3/1, at approximately 091230H. The 1/4 units,
in turn, would relieve Company I and Company K in secur-
ity positions at MAG-12 Air Strip.

At 082000H, 3/1 received change number one to 1st Mar
OpO 343-66 which confirmed verbal instructions received
from CO, 1st Mar, concerning exchange of TAORs with 1/4
and assigned the following mission:

a. Occupy and defend in assigned sector to pro-
tect and defend the vital areas in the 1st Mar TAOR.

b. Conduct combat/recon patrols and ambushes
throughout assigned sector during day and night with
priority to nighttime operations.

C. Provide external security to the LAAM Battery
located on Ky Hoa Island (BT 5115).

d. Maintain combat patrol bases on Ky Hoa, Ky
Xuan, and Hoa Xuan Islands.

e. Conduct and maintain surveillance of seaward
approaches within assigned sector to repel landings
and prevent infiltration.

f. Be prepared to conduct unilateral and/or coor-
dinated operations with RVNAF within and beyond the
periphery of assigned sector.

g. Be prepared to provide one company to be em-
ployed as directed by this Headquarters

At 090800H, 3/1 commenced exchange of TAORs with 1/49
in accordance with the mutually developed plan as
set forth 081900H. Relief to be completed by 091800H.

At 092015H, Company M, 3/1, established front line
positions vicinity coordinates BT 486104 to BT 487103
to BT 488102 to BT 486102 to BT 486104.
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9 At 092020H, Compaqv L, 3/1, establisbed front line ' 
positions vicinity coordin~tes'BT 509132 to BT 506130 
to 506127 to BT,. §OBl26-i to BT 5lll27" 

At 092045H, Company M, 3/1, co~menced patrolling in 
"assigned sector. 

At 092100H, Company L, 3/1, commencod patrolling in 
assigned sector .. 

10 At 101125H, CO" 3/1, was directed by~O, 1st Mar, to 
assume responsibility for socurity positions on Ky 
Hoa Peninsula, Chu Iai Airfield, RI1K Installation, 
and Class V Dump in order torolieve 1/4 who were 
be'ing alerted for operations. Required preparations 
for orderly relief were immedi~tely initiated and 
company commanders concerned were briefed as 'to respon­
sibilities. 

At 101200H, Compaqy I, 3/1, commenced relief of'l!4 
units manning airfield security positions with two 
platoons and Class V Dump security positions with one 
platoon. 

/ At l01200H, Company K, 3/1, commenced relief of 1/4 
unit responsible'for SGcurityof Ky Hoa Peninsula, 
RMKInstallation, and for providing Sparrow Hawk 
Squad. 

At l01430H, units effected relief of 1/4 positions. 

11 At 1l0900H, S-3, 1st Mar, advised 3/1 that 1/4 would 
rcsum9 responsibility for security of assigned TAOR 
to include Chu Lai Airfield, Ky Hoa Peninsula, ill1K 
Installation, and Class V Dump. Relief of positions 
was initiated immediately and effected by ll1230H. 

At 111000~ CO, 1st Mar, issued verbal frag order 
directing 3/1 to be· prepared to rCUssume responsi-
bility for 1/4 TaOR, on order. .. 

At lllS55H, 1st Mar directed 3/1 to 'execute relief 
of 1/4 in accordance 'with verbal frag order of 1l1000H. 
3/1 immediA,tely initi?,.ted relief of 1/1+" 
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At 09202OH, Company L, 3/1, established front line9
positions vicinity coordinates BT 509132 to BT 506130
to 506127 to BT 508126 to BT 511127,

At 092045H, Company M, 3/1, commenced patrolling in
assigned sector.

At 092100H, Company L, 3/1, commenced patrolling in
assigned sector.

At 101125H, CO, 3/1, was directed by CO, 1st Mar, to10
assume responsibility for security positions on Ky
Hoa Peninsula, Chu Lai Airfield, RMK Installation,
and Class V Dump in order to relieve 1/4 who were
being alerted for operations. Required preparations
for orderly relief were immediately initiated and
company commanders concerned were briefed as to respon-
sibilities.

At 101200H, Company I, 3/1, commenced relief of 1/4
units manning airfield security positions with two
platoons and Class V Dump security positions with one

platoon.

At 101200H, Company K, 3/1, commenced relief of 1/4
unit responsible for security of Ky Hoa Peninsula,
RMK Installation, and for providing Sparrow Hawk

Squad.

At 101430H, units effected relief of 1/4 positions.

At 110900H, S-3, 1st Mar, advised 3/1 that 1/4 would11
resume responsibility for security of assigned TAOR
to include Chu Lai Airfield, Ky Hoa Peninsula, RMK

Installation, and Class V Dump. Relief of positions
was initiated immediately and effected by 11123OH.

At 111000H, CO, 1st Mar, issued verbal frag order

directing 3/1 to be prepared to reassume responsi-
bility for 1/4 TAOR, on order.

At 111555H, 1st Mar directed 3/1 to execute relief
of 1/4 in accordance with verbal frag order of 111000H,
3/1 immediately initiated relief of 1/4,
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llAt 11l83~H, .. utlits effected ;relief of 1/4 positions. 

12 

13 

At l20850H;' S-3~lst Mar, direct'e~ ~/l to be prep~red 
to b(frrelioved in place byl!4 in fanner 1/4 ·UOR.: . 

.41'> ·:.:L29915~j:, .1/4 c~mmen'ced rel,ief' '~rJ/1 posi~lons; .. 
At 121135.5, r~'tier:~anc'elled' and 3/1 retaihed"respon~1bUity 
tor 1/4 TAOR. .,:' q.. . . .. .":, . .." ... : . 

At Ji2245H, .c~pany K:' 3/1, r~ceived":twenty rOli"rids Sr;;a1l 
arms. :rire vicinity coordinates ·m $17076.,. Corilpany K' 
returned fire .. wfthfive rounq.s }1"79, fifteen M .. 14 rounds. 
R.f?~~ts "L1:nconi'~ed •. ". . , " . 

- ...." :. .' " '. ....!: :~ '. . . . I 

At130l4()H" .the:waterhorne sec~ity patrol, designated 
IISea lionft.at vicinity coordinates BT ,DOll,; apprehended 
two Vif3tnamese 1ri.afishing boat for violation of'~he 
CurfevT; one," an older man, theo:t.her, .. :1 "yoUng bo;y~' After 
apprehe ns:i.ori, " ~hey wete: deli vered"to . Junk .Fleet Headquar-
ters and turned over to the' ~op1i1ar.Forces. . . , 

At 1306S0H" 3/1was,a.dvised by 6-3, lstMar, thatConlparty" 
C and Compn.tw;D,~ 1/4, would reassume security, respol"'.si­
b.llities· for Chu La.i A:i#'i~ld' Defense, RMKlnstallation, 
and t,hc CluSsV DUmp". relieving Company. ~.and 3rd Pla­
toon" Company KJ 3/1., . S .. 3;.lst Mar, further a¢lvised 3/1 
to maint.rln on~ company as .Regimental Reserve ~i:th one 
platoon on fifteen-minute alert for protection' of downed 
helicopters and to continue to maintain one nSparrow 
Hal-1ktl :~ad.at 11AG-36.,· . ". . 

AtI3oBOOH, relief 'ot llnes. COmInCnCed ~ndwas' completely 
effected by 131200H. . C6mpa:~ I ~ms' assigned as Regi-
mental Reserve located at 3/1 CommandPost~ with 2nd 
Platoon,-' Company I, on fUteen-minute alert. Company K 
mai·nt6.ined responsibility for "Sparrow Hawk" SqUad.". 

: 1st ,Pl'iltoon, Compll:rl:r Mretnained as Battalion ResorvG. 

14 .. Atlli02.30H, vicinity' coordinatc.s BT477144; :~helst·. 
Platoon, Coml~ny L receiVed one 'incoming hand gre~~de. 
Twe~t.Y,rounds of automatic weapons. fire was returned. 
En~ not sighted; could not estibllsh direction of 
wit~ldrawaJ.or clothing ... Area was searched.'. 'Results: 
no eneTI\V casual~ies~ no friendly ~a:s~lties.· 

:At . 1404°OH,, . yicini ty c6oI'cinate~. BT 490131.,,' the . ,,~a:t.er­
borne security' patrol from H&S Carom ny apprehended' six 
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At 111830H, units effected relief of 1/4 positions.11

At 120850H, S-3, 1st Mar, directed 3/1 to be prepared12
to be relieved in place by 1/4 in former 1/4 TAOR.

At 120915H, 1/4 commerced relief of 3/1 positions.

At 121135H, refief cancelled and 3/1 retained responsibility
for 1/4 TAOR,

At 122245H, Company K, 3/1, received twenty rounds small
arms fire vicinity coordinates BT 517076. Company K
returned fire with five rounds M-79, fifteen M-14 rounds.
Results unconfirmed.

At 13014OH, the waterborne security patrol, designated13
"Sea Lion" at vicinity coordinates BT 500115, apprehended
two Vietnamese in a fishing boat for violation of the
curfew; one, an older man, the other, a young boy. After
apprehension, they were delivered to Junk Fleet Headquar-
ters and turned over to the Popular Forces.

At 130650H, 3/1 was advised by S-3, 1st Mar, that Company
C and Company D, 1/4, would reassume security responsi-
bilities for Chu Lai Airfield Defense, RMK Installation,
and the Class V Dump, relieving Company I and 3rd Pla-
toon, Company K, 3/1. S-3, 1st Mar, further advised 3/1
to maintain one company as Regimental Reserve with one
platoon on fifteen-minute alert for protection of downed
helicopters and to continue to maintain one "Sparrow
Hawk" Squad at MAG-36.

At 130800H, relief of lines commenced and was completely
effected by 131200H. Company I was assigned as Regi-
mental Reserve located at 3/1 Command Post, with 2nd
Platoon, Company I on fifteen-minute alert. Company K
maintained responsibility for "Sparrow Hawk" Squad.
1st Platoon, Company M remained as Battalion Reserve.

At 140230H, vicinity coordinates BT 477144, the 1st14
Platoon, Company L received one incoming hand grenade.
Twenty rounds of automatic weapons fire was returned.
Enemy not sighted; could not establish direction of
withdrawal or clothing. Area was searched. Results:
no enemy casualties, no friendly casualties.

At 140400H, vicinity coordinates BT 490131, the water-
borne security patrol from H&S Compa ny apprehended six
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14 VCS for violation of curfew. VCS had proper :i,dentifi­
cation and were released to the Popular Forces. unit". 
at Chu I.ci Sand H.amp~ : . . 

At 151515H, S-), 1st Mar,_ adviSed J/l to prcpare·)rd.· 
P.la toon,Comp3ny"1 (the fifte~;n-minut.e plert ·phtoon . 
from Regimental Reserve) _ reinforced nc Team andFO 
T~£or helilift to grid square BT j613 to aid in . 
e.."'ct.raction of R~conGroup Alpl;la, )rd. Recon Battalion, 
which was pinned down by an estimted ten UC at- vic"iIJity 
coordinates BT 364133. At 151530H, 3rd. Platoon, Com­
pany I was prepared for Jift" standing by at landing 
Zone Firefly. At lSl$45a, CO~ 3/1, placed the" remain­
der of Company Ion full alert-for contingencies-as 
may· be directed by CO,. 1st M?r. At l5l60$H, S-3" 1st 
Hal', advised 3/1 that mission was cance11ed.f but to· . 
retnin the platoon in the landing zone in stand .. by .". 
alert. At 151615H, S-3,lst l-lnr, a.d:vised 3/1 to hav(3· 
alert platoon standdown. " .The platoon Has advised and 
returned· to compaqypositions. 

At l522Joli,. ViCinity coordinates BT 483139, ambush 
patrol, Cornp0qy L reported four VC in hedgerow adjacent 
to. the. mnbush site._ VC "'lere challenged and fled. Am­
bush fired forty M-14 rounds, received two carbine 
rounds in return. Results. One VC WIA" c.arried away 
by others. 

At l52355H, vicinity coordinates BT 528085, CNI'OS. 
machine gunner observed three figures near defensive 
~~re. The .figures were challenged. When figures 
failed to halt, gunner fired snort burst. Results: 
OneVC irru~ (possible). . .<" .. 

16 At 160900H, s-3, 1st Mar, advised 3/1 to provide one 
r~inforcedrifle cOIlrfany with FAG Team to 2/4 propared' 
for deployment to areas of operations to be designated; 
further' diroctedthat the company report to Hill -69 
at viCinity coordinates BT 468068 not later than 161$OOH. 

At. 16l32$H,ComPsnY.r c:p.sp~nced to Hill 69 as directed. 

At l61730H, Company 1, 3/1, received infonnation from 
the village chief- of New life Vglage, Vicinity coor­
dinates BT $03134,; that there VJaS. a. possible 100 VC . 
massing on Fish Island, vicinity coordinates BT 475125 
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14 VCS for violation of curfew. VCS had proper identifi-
cation and were released to the Popular Forces unit
at Chu Lai Sand Ramp.

15 At 151515H, S-3, 1st Mar, advised 3/1 to prepare 3rd
Platoon, Company I (the fifteen-minute alert platoon
from Regimental Reserve) reinforced FAC Team and FO
Team for helilift to grid square BT 3613 to aid in
extraction of Recon Group Alpha, 3rd Recon Battalion,
which was pinned down by an estimated ten VC at vicinity
coordinates BT 364133. At 151530H, 3rd Platoon, Com-
pany I was prepared for lift, standing by at Landing
Zone Firefly. At 151545H, CO, 3/1, placed the remain-
der of Company I on full alert for contingencies as
may be directed by CO, 1st Mar. At 151605H, S-3, 1st
Mar, advised 3/1 that mission was cancelled, but to
retain the platoon in the landing zone in stand-by
alert. At 151615H, S-3, 1st Mar, advised 3/1 to have
alert platoon standdown. The platoon was advised and
returned to company positions.

At 152230H, vicinity coordinates BT 483139, ambush
patrol, Company L reported four VC in hedgerow adjacent
to the ambush site. VC were challenged and fled. Am-
bush fired forty M-14 rounds, received two carbine
rounds in return. Results: One VC WIA, carried away
by others.

At 152355H, vicinity coordinates BT 528085, ONTOS
machine gunner observed three figures near defensive
wire. The figures were challenged. When figures
failed to halt, gunner fired short burst. Results:
One VC WIA (possible).

At 160900H, S-3, 1st Mar, advised 3/1 to provide one16
reinforced rifle company with FAC Team to 2/4 prepared
for deployment to areas of operations to be designated;
further directed that the company report to Hill 69
at vicinity coordinates BT 468068 not later than 161500H.

At 161325H, Company I displaced to Hill 69 as directed.

At 161730H, Company L, 3/1, received information from
the village chief of New Life Village, vicinity coor-
dinates BT 503134, that there was a possible 100 VC
massing on Fish Island, vicinity coordinates BT 475125
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16 and that a possibility existed that the VC intend to
attack Company L positions on Ky Hoa Island. The
following security measures were initiated: The Sea
Lion Patrol was directed to cover the area of crossing
from Fish Island to Ky Hoa; the companies were placed
on 100% alert, and the Battalion Reserve, 1st Platoon,
Company M, together with required LVTs, were alerted
for possible employment to reinforce the islands of
Ky Hoa and Ky Xuan; the night fire plan has been re-
viewed and revised to satisfy the situation. No
contact was reported from Company L.

At 17063CH, Company Kis position, Check Point "Charlie",17
vicinity coordinates BT 518082, received a report from
two Vietnamese carpenters that there was a VC ämbush
in the area between Check Point "Charlie! and Route #1.
A squad from Company K, after being cautioned to the
possibility that this information might be a means to
ambush the squad itself, was immediately dispatched;
and an aggressive; meticulous search of the area was
conducted with negative results.

18 At 180400H, vicinity coordinates BT 505114, Sea Lion
Patrol from H&S Company, 3/1, apprehended four Viet-
namese males in boat as curfew violaters. Identifica-
tion cards were in order. The boat and Vietnamese
were taken to the village of An Hai, vicinity coor-
dinates BT 514114 and released to the village chief.

At 181715H; Company I, 3/1, CHOP OPCON to this Battalion
upon completion of operations with 2 /4. Company I
designated Regimental Reserve with one platoon on fif-
teen minute alert in accordance with 1st Mar OpO 343-66.

At 190415H, the Sea Lion Patrol from H&S Company, 3/1,19
apprehended four Vietnamese as curfew violators at
vicinity coordinates BT 490118. Identification papers
were in order. Individuals were released to Popular
Forces in village of An Hai.

At 191300H, Company L received a report from Vietnamese
civilians that three boats were apparently in difficulty
at vicinity coordinates BT 502153. Helicopter support
was requested through S-3, 1st Mar. it 191700H, a Marine
helicopter rescued one Vietnamese and evacuated to B-Med.
Seven other Vietnamese, identified as being from the
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island of Hoa Xuan, centered at rid square BT 4315,19
were washed ashore. They required limited medical
assistance, which was administered and then were in-

terrogated by the S-2, 3/1, concernin Hoa Xuan and
the ve located thereon, foll win which they were
released towtne village chief of Hoa.

At 192300H, Company M reported that an ambush observed
five figures --three with rifles, one with a large
sack--at vicinity coordinates BT 481112. Ambush fired
on figures, received two rounds in return. Two men
fell, then recovered and fled area. The area was
illuminated with 81mm and searchod with negative
results.

At 200330H, S-3, 1st Marine advised 3/1 to be prepared20
to provide:a command group and two reinforced companies
with FAC Teams for immediate deployment for combat

operations by 201030H. In addition, 3/3 was directed
to provide one reinforced platoon with FAC Team and
artillery FO Team and PRC-25 to MAG-36 by 200800H to
be employed as security force for downed helicopters and
other contingency missions. This platoon is to bê pro-
vided by one of the two companies placed on alert. The
Sparrow Hawk mission is suspended during this alert.

200630H, S-3, 1st Mar, advised 3/1 to be prepared to
CHOP OPCON of alerted companies to designated battalions
and to be prepared to assume OPCON of additional com-
panies, on order.

At 211115H, S-3, 1st Mar, advised 3/1 to prepare two21
reinforced riflê companies and a command group for
immediate deployment for operations in area to be
designated; units to helilift from MAG-36 Airfield
at 211330H, Company K and Company M were alerted to-

gether with Command Group Alpha. CO, 3/1, with the
S-3 departed at 211145H for briefing on operations
by CO, 7th Mar, at Bihn Son, vicinity coordinates BS
600922. Subsequent to this briefing, liaison was
effected with Commanding Officer and senior advisor
of 2nd Strike Company, 2nd ARVN Division, which had
been assigned OPCON to 3/1, and a recon was made of
designated landing zone.
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21 ,All alerted elements of 3/1 "lere stagQ4 atMAG-36 Heli­
'copter Pad by 2ll330H, prepared for helilift. Lift 
commenced approximately2l1600Hwith CompanYl'1,being 
the intial element'lUted int,o the zone followed in 
turn by Command Group Alpha, Compaqy K,and 2nd Strike 
Company,. Negative enemy contact in zone; however, 
helicopters'received small arms fire in approach and' 
rCfl'irement lanes vicinity grid square BS 4881. 

During lift, a helicopter enroute to landing zone'With 
helitf3am from CO)1'lpany K 6mbarked, crashed and burned 
,either as a result of small arms fire or engine failure 
vicinity coordinates BS496813. 3rd Platoon, Company M 
li.:ts:Unrn£diatqly, dispatched to crash site. One ~fTh, 
critically ,burned, was the only survivor and wasevacu­
ated by helicopter. All other crew members and the 
heliteam from Compaqy K itJere killed in the crash." 
Friendly casualties were,~ne KIA, siX from CompanyK. 

At 2ll80$H, Company K and' the 2nd Strike Compa~ com~ 
menced assigned sea~ch 'and 4estroy mission through ' 
village of Xuau Hoa (1), vicinity coordinates BS 505805 
arid adjac~nt areas ~ Whil.o advancine: on the obj ectiYe, 
both units came under a steadil3T increasing volume of 
small nrms fire delivered from well-concealGd and en-, 
trenched positions located just inside a tree line and 
bamboo fencawork that encircled the entire hamlet. 
Despite the heavy yolUIne of firo; Company K and 2nd 
Strike Company continued their 2.tlvance and l~emained 
in close contact for approxima tcly t\\ro 'hours. During 
this period, an airborne observer reported two pla­
toons of va withdrawing from Iuan Hoa (1) to north <ind 
2nd Strike Company reported approximately onG va,pla-
toon withdrawing from hamlet to southeast. Both ' 
targets wore engaged by nrtill8~ and armed BUlEs with 
forty VC Klh (possible) reported as 11 result of sup­
porting fires. 

By nig.'1tfall" Company K had ahvnnced to point approxi­
mately ISO meters into the hamlet, anclthe 2nd Strike 
Company had advanced to and secUred assigned objective 
nnd established roadblock vicinity coordinates BS 
507802... At this point, enemy broke contact and with ... 
dre .. l under pressure.. Results of contact were ,twenty­
seven VC KL"l (confirmed), forty VC KI.i:.(possible l. by 
supporting arms, ten va KIA' (possible) by ground action, 
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All alerted elements of 3/1 were staged at MAG-36 Heli-21
copter Pad by 211330H, prepared for helilift. Lift
commenced approximately 211600H with Company M being
the intial element lifted into the zone followed in
turn by Command Group Alpha, Company K, and 2nd Strike
Company. Negative enemy contact in zone; however,
helicopters received small arms fire in approach and
retirement lanes vicinity grid square BS 4881.

During lift, a helicopter enroute to landing zone with
heliteam from Company K embarked, crashed and burned
either as a result of small arms fire or engine failure
vicinity coordinates BS 496813. 3rd Platoon, Company M
was immediately dispatched to crash site. One WIA,
critically burned, was the only survivor and was evacu-
ated by helicopter. All other crew members and the
heliteam from Company K were killed in the crash.
Friendly casualties were nine KIA, six from Company K.

At 211805H, Company K and the 2nd Strike Company com-
menced assigned search and destroy mission through
village of Xuan Hoa (1), vicinity coordinates BS 505805
and adjacent areas. While advancing on the objective,
both units came under a steadily increasing volume of
small arms fire delivered from well-concealed and en-
trenched positions located just inside a tree line and
bamboo fencework that encircled the entire hamlet.
Despite the heavy volume of fire, Company K and 2nd
Strike Company continued their advance and remained
in close contact for approximately two hours. During
this period, an airborne observer reported two pla-
toons of VC withdrawing from Xuan Hoa (1) to north and
2nd Strike Company reported approximately one VC pla-
toon withdrawing from hamlet to southeast. Both
targets were engaged by artillery and armed HULES with
forty VC KIA (possible) reported as a result of sup-
porting fires.

By nightfall, Company K had advanced to point approxi-
mately 150 meters into the hamlet, and the 2nd Strike
Company had advanced to and secured assigned objective
and established roadblock vicinity coordinates BS
507802. At this point, enemy broke contact and with-
drew under pressure. Results of contact were twenty-
seven VC KIA (confirmed), forty VC KIA (possible) by
supporting arms, ten VC KIA (possible) by ground action,
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twenty va W!A (possible);'five :weapop.c; captured together 
wi th.alarge amciunt of demolitions' and other miscellan- . 
eous' eqUipm~nt. Friendly c::.~sua:ltie$·' e-qstainedw:e~ ~even-
teen KIA. and thirty-~our WTA.. ' ".' . ,. '. . '., ' .. ," . 

',. ".-

By. 212300fI~.night p~sitions wer6e~tablished' as follows: 
Battall()u qommandPoi:it at coordinate? BS 495807; Com~ 
pany "K deployed, in P0rimeter from coordinates BS 505806 
to BS '504805 to.·BS 506806 to BS 505807; .Company M de~ 
ployed in' porimct(3r frOm coordinat(3s're 4968Q6 to BS 
494803 to BS 497803 to' BS '-495804;' 2nq Strike 'Cotnpany 
deployed in perimeter from BS 50680i to BS 508802. 

22 At 2l063()H~' a patrol from C~~pa.ni·M ~asag~in dispcitched 
to, the scene of the helicopter crash in effort toestab-

. Iish, final casualty identification ani to insure destruc­
tion of any friendly .. reapons or otber sensitive equipment. 
The.patrol was eng~g6d by the VC; fite wa~ imme~ately, 

. returned. One friendly WIA W8S sustained as result of' 
c'ontacto There were no confi~ed VC casualti~s-, however. 

. . . . 

At 220700H.,. Comp~ny K contimied "deta.j,.1~d, ~ystem~t.ic ... 
search am d,estroymission through _vtllage of XuanHoa. 
CompaqyM was held in res~rve prepare~ to support Com­
pany K~' and 2nd Strike. Company advanced on Hill 22, . 
ViCinity' coorcli,hates BS 51580~ . ~ing searcJ? of' , . 
village,,' Company Ksystematica+ly cleared efich trench 
and tunnel arid than. destroyed same by demolitions~ . . 

At 220925H" Hill 22 'and 'village 'of Xuan Hoa .'were secured. 

At 22l0l5H., Compal\f M rece.ived ten rounds of. small arms 
:tire. i'ron),extreme range. Fire retur.ned with s~l arms 
and60mm mortar.s o . No friendlycasualtics; no VC casu-
alties confirmed. . . 

At 221300H; additional material 'captured by Company K ' 
as result .of searCh 'of Xuan. Hat:l (1) :i;neluded' three clay­
moI'i?" mines, 'eight' U.S. M-14mines.; twont,y-five feet of 

-,- time fuze~ twenty feet of primerc ord, -·fifty non.:.electric 

E~IDSURE: (1.) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED

MARCH

twenty VC WIA (possible); five weapons captured together21
with a large amount of demolitions and other miscellan-
eous equipment. Friendly casualties sustained were seven-
teen KIA and thirty-four WIA.

At 212115H, a hand grenade was thrown into Company K
positions at coordinates BS 506807. Grenade did not
explode. Fifteen rounds were fired in direction from
which grenade was thrown. No confirmed VC casualties.
No friendly casualties.

By 212300H, night positions were established as follows:
Battalion Command Post at coordinates BS 495807; Com-
pany K deployed in perimeter from coordinates BS 505806
to BS 504805 to BS 506806 to BS 505807; Company M de-
ployed in perimeter from coordinates BS 496806 to BS
494803 to BS 497803 to BS 495804; 2nd Strike Company
déployed in perimeter from BS 506802 to BS 508802.

At 220630H, a patrol from Company M was again dispatched22
to the scone of the helicopter crash in effort to estab-
lish final casualty identification and to insure destruc-
tion of any friendly weapons or other sensitive equipment.
The patrol was engaged by the VO; fire was immediately
returned. One friendly WIA was sustained as result of
contact. There were no confirmed VC casualties, however.

At 220700H, Company K continued detailed, systematic
search and destroy mission through village of Xuan Hoa.
Company M was held in reserve prepared to support Com-

pany K, and 2nd Strike Company advanced on Hill 22,
vicinity coordinates BS 515802. During search of
village, Company K systematically cleared each trench
and tunnel and thon destroyed same by demolitions.

At 220925H, Hill 22 and village of Xuan Hoa were secured.

At 221015H, Company M received ten rounds of small arms
fire from extreme range. Fire returned with small arms
and 60mm mortars. No friendly casualties; no VC casu-
alties confirmed.

At 221300H, additional material captured by Company K
as result of search of Xuan Han (1) included three clay-
more mines, eight U.S. M-14 mines, twenty-five feet of
time fuze, twenty feet of primer cord, fifty non-electric
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22 blast~ng caps, sixty-five electric blasting caps, nine 
M~05 firing deVices, l~OOO ~ounds of'assorted small 
arms runmU.~itionl:thirty";five fu.11 packs and numerous 

23 

;:!ocwilCnts. . . 

At. 221505H, received Frag Order 6-66 from Task Force 
Del~ directing contU1Uation of search and destroy:· 
opGrations to: east in assigned zone. 3/1 immediately 
commenced search 'a~ destroy 'operations with 2nd strike 
Company and Company M abreast and Cori1pa.r:w K (Battalion 
Reserve) ~n trac~.' Conducted artiilery preparation' 
of initial objective,. Hill 65.; vicinity coordinates BS 
5237921 and sectil'ed objective .by 22l620H -without inci­
dent or contact. Continued search, and destroy opera­
tionswith6ut contact to . east securirig night positions 
by 221820il.· . ", ' , , '. . 

~ 22201,H, night positions were established as follows: 
Battalion Command Post at coordinates. BS 5.31791; 'Comparv 
Kdeployed' in perimeter from coordinates BS 530789 to' 
BS 531792 to BS 529791 to BS 529794; Compaqy M and 2nd 
Strike Company' in perimeter from coo~dina~es l3S 537785 
toBS 537780 to BS 536789 to BS 5.37785. Executed ag-; . 
grcssive night patrol and ambush plan; negative enomy 
contact.. .' .•. . 

At 2222aOH, received Task Force Delta Frag Order 8-66 
directing 3/1 to hold in present positions until 'receipt 
of, overlay assigning new boundaryl to be delivered: the 
morning of 23 March;i'urther directing that one platoon 
of 2nd Strike Company was to CHOP OroON a.nd be beli';" 
lifted to 2/4; lift to be completed by 23100014 

'All units' effected re'supply of ratio'Os anel'ammunition 
during ui~rn,ing.. ' ' " ' . 

At 231l00H1 received verbal frag order from Task Force 
Delta to commence advance south in T~OR and to estab­
lish blocking positions vicinity coordinates BS 538766 
and BS 5.38772. ]mmediate~ commenced advance to south, 
as directod~ with Company K and Company ~ abreast and· 
2nd Strike Company (Battalion Reserve) 'in trace.' Planned 
artillery preparation of objective was cancelled because 
of stead;y" flow of helicopters across giln-target line~ 

By 2318)OH, secured assigned blocking positions and 
estab1isheq night positions with Battalion in perimeter 

29 ENJIDSURE: (1) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED

MARCH

blasting caps, sixty-five electric blasting caps, nine22
M-605 firing devices, 1,000 rounds of assorted small
arms ammunition, thirty=five full packs and numerous
documents.

At 221505H, received Frag Order 6-66 from Task Force
Delta directing continuation of search and destroy
operations to east in assigned zone. 3/1 immediately
commenced search and destroy operations with 2nd Strike
Company and Company M abreast and Company K (Battalion
Reserve) in trace. Conducted artillery preparation
of initial objective, Hill 65, vicinity coordinates BS
523792, and secured objective by 221620H without inci-
dent or contact. Continued search and destroy opera-
tions without contact to east securing night positions
by 221820H.

By 222015H, night positions were established as follows:
Battalion Command Post at coordinates BS 531791; Company
K deployed in perimeter from coordinates BS 530789 to
BS 531792 to BS 529791 to BS 529794; Company M and 2nd
Strike Company in perimeter from coordinates BS 537785
to BS 537780 to BS 536789 to BS 537785. Executed ag-
gressive night patrol and ambush plan; negative enomy
contact.

At 22222OH, received Task Force Delta Frag Order 8-66
directing 3/1 to hold in present positions until receipt
of overlay assigning new boundary, to be delivered the
morning of 23 March; further directing that one platoon
of 2nd Strike Company was to CHOP OPCON and be heli-
lifted to 2/4; lift to be completed by 231000H.

All units effected resupply of rations and ammunition23
during morning.

At 231100H, received verbal frag order from Task Force
Delta to commence advance south in TAOR and to estab-
lish blocking positions vicinity coordinates BS 538766
and BS 538772. Immediately commenced advance to south,
as directed, with Company K and Company M abreast and
2nd Strike Company (Battalion Reserve) in trace. Planned

artillery preparation of objective was cancelled because
of steady flow of helicopters across gun-target line.

By 231830H, secured assigned blocking positions and
established night positions with Battalion in perimeter
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23 from coordinates TIS 533766 to DS 538766 to BS 539771 
to BS 535773 and the Cormnand Post located vicinity 
coordinates BS 537768. Executed aggressive night 
patrol and ambush plan; negative enemy contact. 

At 232045H, received Task"Force Delta Frag Order '10-66 
directing 3/1 to commence, at first light, deliherate 
search am destroy operations in inhabited area in 
assigned zone of action between grid line 7~ and tpe 
river to the south .. " The-frag order further directed 
the Battalion tq be prepared for helicopter lift to 
.Ky Ha Peninsula commencing at 241030H. 

24 At 240830H, ComPany K completed search and destroy of 
inhabited areas as directed by Task Force Delta Frag 
Order 10-66. Negative enemy contacts. 

At. 241000H, loading zone was established and secured 
vicinity coordinates BS 531774, and at 241100H, com~ 
menccd helilift of 2nd Strike Company to Quang Ngai 
and BattalIon elements to MAG-36 Helicopter Pad. Lift­
was completed by 241230H and 3/1 CHOP OroON to 1st Mar. 

At 241330H, Company M co~menced movement to Island of 
Ky Xuan. Company Ie was designated Regimental Reserve. 

At 241600H, 3rd Platoon (Rein), CompaQy I departed for 
2/4 positions on Hill 69 for employment at that posi-' 
tion in accordance with verbal orders of 5-.3, 1st Mar. 

At 241800H, Company M had resumed positions on the 
island of KY Xuan at vicinity coordinates BT 487103. 
2nd Platoon, Company L departed Ky Xuan and at 24l800H, 
rejoined Company L on the island of Ky Hoa at vicinity 
coordinates BT 517154. 2nd Platoon, Company M was 
designated Battalion Reserve at this Cormnand Post .. 

25 At 2506l2H, at vicinity coordinates BT 522199, two 
hand gTenade booby traps were detonated within the 
Junk Fleet Compound resulting in four RVN Navy WUs. 
U.S. l~vy advisor not present at time. 

At 250950H, vicinity coordinates BT 487113, a MEDCAP 
Team from Marine Air Control Squadron-7 received two 
rounds of smal~ arms fire from unknown location. 
Fire was not returned. No friendly casualties. No 
enemw casualties. 
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from coordinates BS 533766 to BS 538766 to BS 53977123
to BS 535773 and the Command Post located vicinity
coordinates BS 537768. Executed aggressive night
patrol and ambush plan; negative enemy contact.

At 232045H, received Task Force Delta Frag Order 10-66

directing 3/1 to commence, at first light, deliberate
search and destroy operations in inhabited area in
assigned zone of action between grid line 78 and the
river to the south. The frag order further directed
the Battalion to be prepared for helicopter lift to
Ky Ha Peninsula commencing at 241030H.

At 240830H, Company K completed search and destroy of24
inhabited areas as directed by Task Force Delta Frag
Order 10-66. Negative enemy contacts.

At 241000H, loading zone was established and secured
vicinity coordinates BS 531774, and at 241100H, com-
menced helilift of 2nd Strike Company to Quang Ngai
and Battalion elements to MAG-36 Helicopter Pad. Lift
was completed by 241230H and 3/1 CHOP OPCON to 1st Mar.

At 241330H, Company M commenced movement to Island of
Ky Xuan. Company K was designated Regimental Reserve.

At 241600H, 3rd Platoon (Rein), Company I departed for

2/4 positions on Hill 69 for employment at that posi-
tion in accordance with verbal orders of S-3, 1st Mar.

At 241800H, Company M had resumed positions on the

island of Ky Xuan at vicinity coordinates BT 487103.
2nd Platoon, Company L departed Ky Xuan and at 241800H,
rejoined Company L on the island of Ky Hoa at vicinity
coordinates BT 517154. 2nd Platoon, Company M was
designated Battalion Reserve at this Command Post.

At 250612H, at vicinity coordinates BT 522199, two25
hand grenade booby traps were detonated within the
Junk Fleet Compound resulting in four RVN Navy WIAs.
U.S. Navy advisor not present at time.

At 25095OH, vicinity coordinates BT 487113, a MEDCAP
Team from Marine Air Control Squadron-7 received two
rounds of small arms fire from unknown location.
Fire was not returned. No friendly casualties. No
enemy casualties.
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25. At 25l600H, 2nd Platoon, Company K CHOP OfCON to 1/4 
for designated :duties as Ghri Lai Airfield Security. 

26 

:- At :25210on,~vicinity coor.dinatesBT '5271051 'a l'isteni~g 
p~st fram 1st Platoon, Company I .h~ard an explosion 
app;roximately ten meters in front, 'of position" a patrol 

, was immediately dispatched to aggressively search the ' 
ar~a~, No fire was returned. No friondly casual ties .. 
N~enemy casualties." ,,", ',,' , 

~ , 

At:: 26l9~5H, at' v:icinity DT 5l5llB, Det, 1st Anfi'rac 
BattalioQ ,at .t/le Chu Iai' Splash Point observed fifty 
,to seVenty-five rounds.of, automatic weapons fire being, 
,direct.ed toward the village of Sam Linh at vicinity', , 
coordinates Bl', 505105. 30urc e of fire· .,ros' not a 3/1 -
unit. Company Lwss directed to dispatch a patrol to 
vicinity ,coor,dinates Bl', SlS1l8. . In addition, the . , 
rmterborne security patrol·.was deployed to the same ' 
area. The two patrols m~de physica:I. contact in the ," 
objective' area a Tid c,ommenced a detailed search of the 
area. _ In questioning the villagers, it was found 
that the fire had originated, from a Rin! --Junk Fled 
boat ·near the shore.. The, U .3. N3:vy advisor to the 
Junk Fleet was contacted and knew nothing of any firing 
by Junk Fleet boa,ts., The Waterborne security patrol ,. 
checked,thairo.rea ofresponsibj;lity for Junk Fle'et 
boats and personnel for possible information with 
negative .results., ,. 

At, 262l4511; MAG~j6 posit-ion, vicinity'cciordinatesDT 
" 523114, received twci incoming, hand grenades.' Almm 

U1Ulidnaticiri f~edJ' ,no, enemy 'sighted. Friendly' Uriits 
sust~.ined no casua.Lties. " " . ," ", . 

At' 262'300, listening post" .vicinity coordinates m ' . 
5~l02, witnessed an exp~osion of unknown origin fifty 
meiters in tront of their position. Fire team patrol ' 
ws:s dispatch ·to investigate .. but were unable to dis­
cover'any enemy actiVity. , 

. '" . 

27 At 271900H, '.2nd Platoon, Company, K CHOP OPCON from 
1/4 to 3/1. 'Concurrently~ 2nd Platoon, Company M . 
CHOP ,OPQOl\f to 1/4 for' d(3signated duties as Chu lai . 
Airfield Security. ' 

,'.' . 
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At 251600H, 2nd Platoon, Company K CHOP OPCON to 1/425
for designated duties as Chu Lai Airfield Security.

At 252100H, vicinity coordinates BT 527105, a listening
post from 1st Platoon, Company I heard an explosion
approximately ten meters in front of position, a patrol
was immediately dispatched to aggressively search the
area. No fire was returned. No friendly casual ties.

enemy casualties.

At 261935H, at vicinity BT 515118, Det, 1st AmTrac26
Battalion at the Chu Lai Splash Point observed fifty
to seventy-five rounds of automatic weapons fire being
directed toward the village of Sam Linh at vicinity
coordinates BT 505105. Source of fire was not a 3/1
unit. Company L was directed to dispatch a patrol to
vicinity coordinates BT 515118. In addition, the
waterborno security patrol was deployed to the same
area. The two patrols made physical contact in the
objective area and commenced a detailed search of the
area. In questioning the villagers, it was found
that the fire had originated from a RVN Junk Fleet
boat near the shore. The U.S. Navy advisor to the
Junk Fleet was contacted and knew nothing of any firing
by Junk Fleet boats. The waterborne security patrol
checked their area of responsibility for Junk Fleet
boats and personnel for possible information with
negative results.

At 262145H, MAG-36 position, vicinity coordinates BT

523114, received two incoming hand grenades. 81mm

illumination fired; no enemy sighted. Friendly units
sustained no casualties.

At 262300, listening post, vicinity coordinates BT
28102, witnessed an explosion of unknown origin fifty
meters in front of their position. Fire team patrol
was dispatch to investigate, but were unable to dis-
cover any enemy activity.

27 At 271900H, 2nd Platoon, Company K CHOP OPCON from
1/4 to 3/1. Concurrently, 2nd Flatoon, Company M
CHOP OPCON to 1/4 for designated duties as Chu Lai
Airfield Security.
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26 The 'waterborne security patrol, Sea Lion, sighted 'three, 
vas walking in water vicini.ty coordinates 13T474134. 
VCS were o;r:deredto halt., Challenge wasdisregar:d.ed;. ~ _ 
warning. shots were fired, and VCS ,continued' to disregard 
warning.. Thpee additional warni'ng' shots were' rired.~, ;,. 
One VCSwas'hit by ricoche:t;:, other two e~caped.,·· CO!PS­
mantreat,ed 'Wounded VCS and .turned him oil'€r' to D-Med~ 
VCS had, no identification papers it . I~o friendly casJai-
ties. ' , 

At 280925H,vicini:ty c'oordinates IJT 530085,three,Vc 
fired ten rounds at Company I positions when chalie nged. 
Fire was, returned with small anns and automatic weapons. 
VC withdrew under' fire to the north and , .. .est while -con­
tinuingto. fire cn friencUypositions with smal,1 :8,ImS . 
and possible oneautC?matic. weapo.ri. Six hand grer:iad~€s': 
were thr CvlD , into f:dendly ,positions •• F.ort.y-one'Blrmq. , ' 
mortnr ,illumination rounds.H3re :fired in sU:pport~-"J{o :',' 
friendlycasuai ties; . No, enemy casualties; cohr.irrried ... , 

, . . . !.. 

At 2B0915H, Gompany K commenced search and destroy 
operations on the island of Hoa 'luan.- ' 

At 28092~HJ vicinity coordinates DT 4l2150, Company 
K received six rounds of small arms fire. Fire was 

, returned with small arms.. Enemy fire ceas€d~ No, 
friendly casualti~s.. No confirmed enemy casualties. 

At 281005H, 'vicinity coorcl.inates DT 414159, CompanyK ' 
receivodfi-v9 rounds of small arms fire. Fire was 
returned ,with ',small anns and a,rea ~Jas searched ... No 
friendly casualties. No enf;;~ casualties confirmed.' 

At 281230H,vicinitycoordinates DT 422161; Compariy'K 
located a cow 'shed with false floor. 'Inside were four 
VCS •. They were ordered out, but refused to comply. 
One hand grenade was throvlD into cave under noo:dng. 
CnV0 was searched. Three males and one female, be~ 
li5ved to be a VC nurse, were _found.. Three VC were 
HIA. One was KIth WIAs were evacuated to D-Med.' No 
friencUy casualties •. Captured equipment included ,one 
VC medical record book, 000 greenish khaki uniform, 
and a medicine c~che. Equipment and documents evacu­
ated with enemy casualties.' 

At 281300H, vicinity coordinates DT 426158,. Company K, 
apprebonded four VCS found in well-hidden tunnel complex. 
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28 The waterborne security patrol, Sea Lion, sighted three
VCS walking in water vicinity coordinates BT 474134.
VCS were ordered to halt. Challenge was disregarded;
warning shots were fired and VCS continued to disregard
warning. Three additional warning shots were fired.
One VCS was hit by ricochet; other two escaped. Corps-
man treated wounded VCS and turned him over to B-Med.
VCS had no identification papers. No friendly casual-
ties.

At 280925H, vicinity coordinates BT 530085, three VC
fired ten rounds at Company I positions when challenged.
Fire was returned with small arms and automatic weapons.
VC withdrew under fire to the north and west while con-
tinuing to fire on friendly positions with small arms
and possible one automatic weapon. Six hand grenades
were thrown into friendly positions. Forty-one 81mm
mortar illumination rounds were fired in support. No
friendly casualties. No enemy casualties confirmed.

At 280915H, Company K commenced search and destroy
operations on the island of Hoa Xuan.

At 280925H, vicinity coordinates BT 412150, Company
K received six rounds of small arms fire. Fire was
returned with small arms. Enemy fire ceased. No
friendly casualties. No confirmed enemy casualties.

At 281005H, vicinity coordinates BT 414159, Company K
received five rounds of small arms fire. Fire was
returned with small arms and area was searched. No
friendly casualties. No enemy casualties confirmed.

At 281230H, vicinity coordinates BT 422161, Company K
located a cow'shed with false floor. Inside were four
VCS. They were ordered out, but refused to comply.
One hand grenade was thrown into cave under flooring.
Cave was searched. Three males and one female, be-
lieved to be a VC nurse, were found. Three VC were
WIA. One was KIA. WIAs were evacuated to B-Med. No
friendly casualties. Captured equipment included one
VC medical record book, one greenish khaki uniform,
and a medicine cache. Equipment and documents evacu-
ated with enemy casualties.

At 281300H, vicinity coordinates BT 426158, Company K
apprehended four VCS found in well-hidden tunnel complex.
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28 Tu~nel was ,blown ,by engipeers upon completion of search. 
VCS'underwent initial'ta'ctical interrogation and were'~ , 
'eva.~uated as transport~,tion became available., ' 

29 

At 281:3l8H,vicinity coordinates DT 422158; ,Oompany ,'K' " 
received four rounds o! small arms fire from vicinity 
coordinates DT 422151 .. ~ 'Fire "was returnedaqd the 'area 

, searched with :'negati w'results .. ',' No friendly ca.sual";', 
) 'ties. No confirmed enemycasualties.,~ ,;, ," 

At 281700H, Company K had two M"'Irine's step in a 
punji'stake pit 'at vicinity coordinates DT '434161.' , , 

, One' man was eV.::tcu8,tedj theothetdid not require evacuation. 

At-'282300H, at coordinates ,DT 4391S5H, Company K am ... 
bush,' opened,' fire on movement" to rear' of ambush. During 

, c'onfu-Sion, two, members of ambUsh ware hit by own fire. 
Casualties were, evacuated by helicopter to ));;'Med for' " 
treatment. 

At 290045H,; 1st Maribas directed 3/1 to provide: a Cornma:nd 
Group and one company to aSsume, 2/7 TI~OR due to deploy­
ment of 2/7. Acc,ordingly, Comman~:l Groupljravo and Com­
pany 1 were, directed to prepare for'movement: to 2/7 TAOR. 
Company Kwas directed,to cease operations and to ,retract 
from the island of Hoa Xuan at first light in order t'o 
reYieve c~mpa~ '1 inmannihg security positions on Ky,· 
Ha Peninsula'. , Command 'Group Dravo and Company I com- • 
mencad m.ovoment to 2/1 Commancl Post at 29(6)OH end com'­
plated movement prior to 290910H. Company K'completed 
retraction to, Ky Ha Peninsula prior to 290S45Han~ 
assumed .respo'nsibUityfor deSignated security positions. 

At 292015H:, Company K security patrol: Pauline; advancing 
$outl:lwest on the trail at coordina.tes 13T 522007, en­
countered a Vietnamese pro,ceedmgdown the trail toward 
the patrol. The point of the patrol '.fired two rounds. 
The individual was hit by shrapnel from the headlight 
of 'the: bicycle he was riding. ' He was later identified 
as a local ~lager and' Popular Forces member:' He was' 
taken to 3/1 l3AS and 'treated.. He l-laS lS.ter taken to D-

Med fO±: X-Bay" but',was, in good c6ndit~on. 

At 292144H, Pa.trol Cardi~al,' C'ompany K,; 'was advancing 
westerly when point spotted four VC crossing rice paddy 
vicinity coordinates L'1' .510l07!' 'Patrol recd ved four 
rounds small arms fire from va and patro~ engaged enE:my 
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28 Tunnel was blown by engineers upon completion of search.
VCS underwent initial tactical interrogation and were
evacuated as transportation became available.

At 281318H, vicinity coordinates BT 422158, Company K
received four rounds of small arms fire from vicinity
coordinates BT 422157. Fire was returned and the area
searched with negative results. No friendly casual-
ties. No confirmed enemy casualties.

At 281700H, Company K had two Marine's step in a
punji stake pit at vicinity coordinates BT 434161.
One man was evacuated, the other did not require evacuation.

At 282300H, at coordinates DT 439155H, Company K am-
bush, opened fire on movement to rear of ambush. During
confusion, two members of ambush were hit by own fire.
Casualties were. evacuated by helicopter to B-Med for
treatment.

At 290045H, 1st Marines directed 3 1 to provide a Command29
Group and one company to assume 2/7 TAOR due to deploy-
ment of 2/7. Accordingly, Command Group Bravo and Com-
pany I were directed to prepare for movement to 2/7 TAOR.
Company K was directed to cease operations and to retract
from the island of Hoa Xuan at first light in order to
relieve Company I in manning security positions on Ky
Ha Peninsula. Command Group Bravo and Company I com-
menced movement to 2/7 Command Post at 290630H and com-
pleted movement prior to 290910H. Company K completed
retraction to Ky Ha Peninsula prior to 290845H and
assumed responsibility for designated security positions.

At 292015H, Company K security patrol Pauline, advancing
southwest on the trail at coordinates BT 522087, en-
countered a Vietnamese proceeding down the trail toward
the patrol. The point of the patrol fired two rounds.
The individual was hit by shrapnel from the headlight
of the bicycle he was riding. He was later identified
as a local villager and Popular Forces member. He was
taken to 3/1 BAS and treated. He was later taken to B-
Med for X-Ray, but was in good condition.

At 292144H, Patrol Cardinal, Company K, was advancing
westerly when point spotted four VC crossing rice paddy
vicinity coordinates BT 518107. Patrol received four
rounds small arms fire from VC and patrol engaged enemy
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29 idth twenty rounds small arms fire.- va withdrew. At 
the same time, movement was heard on the other side of 
road and the patrol: threw handgrene.des into suspec.ted 
position •. Senroh conducted with negative results. 

30 At 301124" Sparrow Hawk Squad" stationed at !>1AG-36 Air­
field, was launched vicinity Jf 2/4 TAOR for blocking 
force. Fifteen VC were suspected of working in this area. 
Mission was canceled and squad was retracted at ,30160OH. 

At 301300H, Command Group Bravo and Co~~any I, after 
being relievod of responsibility for 2/4 TAOR, returned 
to this Command Post. ~t 301430H, Company I immediately 
commenced relief of security positions manned by Com­
pany K on Ky Ha PeninsuJ.a. In addition, Company I 
assumed responsibility for Sparrow Hawk mission stationed 
at ~~G-36 Airfield. Compaqy K, after being relieved of 
Ky Ha Peninsula security, was designated Regimental 
Reserve with one reinforced rifle platoon on £ifteen­
minute alert status for employment, on order, as secur­
ity'for disabled helicopters. 

31 At 310415H, at vicinity coordinates IJl' 52L.093, a secur­
ity post o£ H&S Compaqy observed an unidentified in­
dividual outside the protective wire •. The individuru. 
was challenged and immedintely took evasive action. 
The sentry fired two rounds of small arms fire with 
negative results. No friendly casualties. No ene~ 
casualties •. 

At 31112OH, S-3, 1st Mar, advised 3/1 to be prepared to 
prOvide, on order; one reinforced rifle compaqy for re­
lief of Company C, 1/4, as Chu Iai Airfield Security. 
Company K was alerted and immediately commenced pre- . 
parations for compliance with above. This mission was 
subs€qQently cancelled. 

At 311300H, S-3, 3/1, attended a meeting with Chu Lai 
Vital Area Defense Coordinator.. At this meeting, 3/1, 
was relieved of security responsibility for the Ky Ha 
Peninsula by Headquar~'.3!_~-Dat-talion, 1st Mar Div security 
el6ments. 3/1 r~talils responsibility for security oS the 
Chu·Lai Sand Ramp, Sparrow Hawk wission, and de£ensive 
positions in and ab?ut the Dattalion perimeter. 
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with twenty rounds small arms fire. VC withdrew. At29
the same time, movement was heard on the other side of
road and the patrol threw hand grenades into suspected
position. Search conducted with negative results.

At 301124, Sparrow Hawk Squad, stationed at MAG-36 Air-30
field, was launched vicinity of 2/4 TAOR for blocking
force. Fifteen VC were suspected of working in this area.

Mission was canceled and squad was retracted at 301600H.

At 301300H, Command Group Bravo and Company I, after
being relieved of responsibility for 2/4 TAOR, returned
to this Command Post. At 301430H, Company I immediately
commenced relief of security positions manned by Com-
pany K on Ky Ha Peninsula. In addition, Company I
assumed responsibility for Sparrow Hawk mission stationed
at MAG-36 Airfield. Company K, after being relieved of
Ky Ha Peninsula security, was designated Regimental
Reserve with one reinforced rifle platoon on fifteen-
minute alert status for employment, on order, as secur-
ity for disabled helicopters.

At 310415H, at vicinity coordinates BT 524093, a secur-31
ity post of H&S Company observed an unidentified in-
dividual outside the protective wire. The individual
was challenged and immediately took evasive action.
The sentry fired two rounds of small arms fire with

negative results. No friendly casualties. No enemy
casualties.

At 311120H, S-3, 1st Mar, advised 3/1 to be prepared to

provide, on order, one reinforced rifle company for re-
lief of Company C, 1/4, as Chu Lai Airfield Security.
Company K was alerted and immediately commenced pre-
parations for compliance with above. This mission was
subsequently cancelled.

At 311300H, S-3, 3/1, attended a meeting with Chu Lai
Vital Area Defense Coordinator. At this meeting, 3/1
was relieved of security responsibility for the Ky Ha
Peninsula by Headquarters Battalion, 1st Mar Div security
elements. 3/1 retains responsibility for security of the
Chu Lai Sand Ramp, Sparrow Hawk mission, and defensive

positions in and about the Battalion perimeter.
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At 311600H, Headquarters Ilattallon,t 1st ~ar Div -?eeur~ 
ity elanents"'commcnced relief of Company I positions 

.. on· Ky Ha Pe ni nsula. R~lief of lines was completed by 
. 3l201OH. Company r was' designated Regimental Reserve' 

with .1st Platoon, Company I, on fifteen":'roinute al'ert . 
status for employment, on order,. a,s security e.lement .. , 
for ,disabled helicopt~s. .... 
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At 311600H, Headquarters Battalion, 1st Mar Div Secur-31
ity elements "commenced relief of Company I positions
on Ky Ha Peninsula. Relief of lines was completed by
312010H. Company I was designated Regimental Reserve
with 1st Platoon, Company I, on fifteen-minute alert
status for employment, on order, as security element
for disabled helicopters.
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SECTION V. LOGISTICS 

A. Significant Events 

1. During the period cover€~ th~ suppor~ed .strength of the 
Battalioh was about -1000 men •.• 

2. From 4 March to 7 March, this Battalion participated in 
Operation UTAH, and from 21 March to 24 March, Command Group 
Alpha; Company K, and Company Iv! participated in Opero.tion TEXAS. 
On 29 - )0 March, Command Group Bravo and Company I reinforced 
by Company F, 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines occupied and assumed 
responsibility for 2Cd Battalion, 7th Marines TAOR while that 
unit participated in Operation INDIANA. 

3. On 9 March, the Battalion Command Post was displaced to 
the oommand post former~ occupied by 1st Battalion, 4th Marines. 
Concurrently, the Battalion assumed responsibility fQr defense of 
the Ky Ha Peninsula. With the displacement of the Battalion 
Command Post., it became necessary to renovate the area vacated 
by-1.st Battalion, 4th Marines and considerable effort was expended 
during the month on required construction projects. 

B. Supply 

1. Procurement 

a It During March, funds were obtained with which to pro­
cure locally produced items needed by the Battalion. These items 
included: matting, poles, ash trays, table cloths A.nd comfort items. 
Funds for the purchasing of light fixtures have become available 
and these materials have been ordered by the Force Logistic 
Support Group (FISG) supporting Chu Iai Combat Base. 

b. Norrruil requisitions continu€ to be processed through 
normal channels. Problem areas include clothing (both regular 
and "jungle" type), some blank forms, selected ordnance parts, 
and engin~ering material used for the building of temporary 
camps. Shortages of Class IV items have been a problem in the 
past; but these items ?re now becoming re<>.dUy.ava.ilable. 

2. Warehouse and Storage. No general problems exist in this 
area. A need has arisen for security containers for selected 
items. This requirement will be met by the use of "Conex Boxes ll 

as they become available. 

3. Operations 

a. During Operations UTAH. and TEXAS, supply personnel 
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SECTION V. LOGISTICS

A. Significant Events

1. During the period covered, the supported strength of the

Battalioh was about 1000 men.

2. From 4 March to 7 March, this Battalion participated in
Operation UTAH, and from 21 March to 24 March, Command Group
Alpha, Company K, and Company M participated in Operation TEXAS.
On 29 - 30 March, Command Group Bravo and Company I reinforced
by Company F, 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines occupied and assumed
responsibility for 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines TAOR while that
unit participated in Operation INDIANA.

3. On 9 March, the Battalion Command Post was displaced to
the command post formerly occupied by 1st Battalion, 4th Marines.
Concurrently, the Battalion assumed responsibility for defense of
the Ky Ha Peninsula. With the displacement of the Battalion
Command Post, it became necessary to renovate the area vacated
by-lst Battalion, 4th Marines and considerable effort was expended
during the month on required construction projects.

B. Supply

1. Procurement

a. During March, funds were obtained with which to pro-
cure locally produced items needed by the Battalion. These items
included: matting, poles, ash trays, table cloths and comfort items.
Funds for the purchasing of light fixtures have become available
and these materials have been ordered by the Force Logistic
Support Group (FLSG) supporting Chu Lai Combat Base.

b. Normal requisitions continue to be processed through
normal channels. Problem areas include clothing (both regular
and "jungle" type), some blank forms, selected ordnance parts,
and engineering material used for the building of temporary
camps. Shortages of Class IV items have been a problem in the
past, but these items are now becoming rendily available.

2. Warehouse and Storage. No general problems exist in this
area. A need has arisen for security containers for selected
items. This requirement will be met by the use of "Conex Boxes"
as they become available.

3. Operations

a. During Operations UTAH and TEXAS, supply personnel
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were used to consolicbte and submit requests in the field. As 
thesE) requests were fUled and delivered via helicopter, the 
moterial was then delivered to ·the using units. This material 
included ammur...ition, I'1CIs, and high usage elas!=! I, Type I and 
Type II items. 

b. Supply personnel were located at the medicgl service 
unit supporting these operations to collect items of equipment 
returning with evacuated Marines from this unit. 

4. Special Requirements. With the current missiqn of this 
Battalion, unit distribution has been effected to certain com­
panies. This is accomplished using amphibious tractors. This 
system insures most efficient utilization of men and eqUipment. 

5. Support from Hi~h~Ech~lons. The support this organi­
zation has received during the month of March has boensatis,.;. 
factory in the majority of instances. Problen aroas have existed, 
none of which have been insurmountable, and, it. is significant 
to note, that support is continually improving. 

C. Transportation 

1. Organic 

a. 
during the;; 
itl support 
Base. 

Organic vehicles were not ~t1lized in operations 
p8riod covered; howev€r, all vehicles were utilized 
of the Battalion's ·mission within the Chu. Lai Combat 

b. In addition to the norma:/. maintenance of vehicles, 
the motor transport section constructed a dispatcher's office, 
a maintenance shop, and constructed towers for overheading wire 
within the Battalion Command Post. 

2. Support Vehicl~ 

a.. Close liaison with motor transport support units has 
led to considerable improvement· in vehicular support. Allre­
qtured support commitments have been met as promptly as possible 
and no significant problems have been ~ncount€red. 

b. Helicopter support was utilized only on operations 
conducted outside the Chu Lai Combat Base and satisfied Battalion 
operational requirements. 

c. 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines tactical s.:::-ea of responsi­
bility includes thE; islands of Ky Hoa and ICy Xn2n~ Upun occupying 
these t,Ho islands, one platoon of LVTs was placed itl direct sup­
pc;>:,"" of the Battalion and was utilized for the administrative and 
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were used to consolidate and submit requests in the field. As
these requests were filled and delivered via helicopter, the
material was then delivered to the using units. This material
included ammunition, MCIs, and high usage Class I, Type I and
Type II items.

b. Supply personnel were located at the medical service
unit supporting these operations to collect items of equipment
returning with evacuated Marines from this unit.

4. Special Requirements. With the current mission of this
Battalion, unit distribution has been effected to certain com-
panies. This is accomplished using amphibious tractors. This
system insures most efficient utilization of men and equipment.

5. Support from Higher Echelons. The support this organi-
zation has received during the month of March has been satis-
factory in the majority of instances. Problem areas have existed,
none of which have been insurmountable, and, it is significant
to note, that support is continually improving.

C. Transportation

1. Organic

a. Organic vehicles were not utilized in operations
during the period covered; however, all vehicles were utilized
in support of the Battalion's mission within the Chu. Lai Combat
Base.

b. In addition to the normal maintenance of vehicles,
the motor transport section constructed à dispatcher's office,
a maintenance shop, and constructed towers for overheading wire
within the Battalion Command Post.

2. Support Vehicles

a. Close liaison with motor transport support units has
led to considerable improvement in vehicular support. All re-
quired support commitments have been met as promptly as possible
and no significant problems have been encountered.

b. Helicopter support was utilized only on operations
conducted outside the Chu Lai Combat Base and satisfied Battalion
operational requirements.

3rd Battalion, 1st Marines tactical strea of responsi-C.
bility includes the islands of Ky Hoa and Ky Xuan. Upon occupying
these two islands, one platoon of LVTs was placed in direct sup-
port of the Battalion and was utilized for the administrative and
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logistiC9-1'support reqUirEt!l€nts 'of the t~o 'companies placi~d on" 
the respective is;I.ands. uln'adcli.-t.ibn','.'LVTs wereutiliZ'ed. onc"e 
tactically for a: company~siz€ s6aich' and "d€stray operation on 
thE. island of Hoa Xuan, also within the Battalion1s Tactical" 
Area. 

, " '.j' 

, , 

D. ~1aintena.nce' 
.:- . 

1. Communications second echelon maintenance has been some­
what hainp~red by thc'h~avy bP~ration:ru. commitinents' and the: ex- " 
tensive 'Workload placed on the connnunications section '¢luring 
the relocation' of the' Battalion Command .Post'. 

:.~, . , I'. '. • 

2. Motor tran,sport' second echelon, maintenance has been per­
formed 'eXpeditiously in' spitE! of ,3, shortage: of'some parts '\vi thin 
the Chulai' Combat Basei~ " " , ' 

3. Higher ectie10n maintena'rice on v€h,l.cles has heen slowed 
down by the anticipated 'replac-ementof' M-274s' and M-422s.: :, 

E. DeacUined Combat Essential. ui ment. The folloWing is a' 
listing of dead ined combat essential eqUipment at the ~~d,of the 
reporting period. 

1. Cormixunication-ElectrotUcs," ,- ' 

TIEI"! SERLi.L NUMBER 

pro-6 8104 
"PRO-6 1332, 
POO-6 , " , 1319 
pRo-6 ' 24671 
PBC-6 1307' 
PRC-6 276, 
PRC-6 1300 
PRC-6 78,5 

, plic.;.;6 1311 -, 
" 

PRG-6' i322 
PRC-6 1331 
PRO-6 7036 
PU'-:34~ 111 

" MRC-83 240552: 

2. Motor Transport 
" 

ITEM ' SERIAL NUMBER 

, , M-422 242885 
, , 

M-422A1 )05836 

" , 

, ECHELON" 

2 
2, 
2 
2' 

,2 

2 
2' 
2 
2' 
2 
2 
2 
:3 
2> 

ECHELON 

2 
2 

~ ') . " 

-., 
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logistical support requirements of the two companies placed on
the respective islands. In addition, LVTs were utilized once
tactically for a company-size search and destroy operation on
the island of Hoa Xuan, also within the Battalion's Tactical
Area.

D. Maintenance

1. Communications second echelon maintenance has been some-
what hampered by the heavy operational commitments and the ex-
tensive work load placed on the communications section during
the relocation of the Battalion Command Post.

2. Motor transport second echelon maintenance has been per-
formed expeditiously in spite of a shortage of some parts within
the Chu Lai Combat Base.

3. Higher echelon maintenance on vehicles has been slowed
down by the anticipated replacement of M-274s and M-422s.

E. Deadlined Combat Essential Equipment. The following is a
listing of deadlined combat essential equipment at the end of the
reporting period.

1. Communication-Electronics

ECHELONSERIAL NUMBERITEM

8104PRC-6 2
PRC-6 21332
PRC-6 1319 2
PRC-6 24671 2
PRC-6 1307 2
PRC-6 2765 2
PRC-6 1300 2
PRC-6 7855 2
PRC-6 2-1311
PRC-6 21322
PRC-6 21331
PRC-6 7036 2
PU-348 111 3

240552 2MRC-83

2. Motor Transport

ECHELONSERIAL NUMBERITEM

242885M-422 2
305836M-422A1 2
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M-274 
M-274' " 

. M:':"274 ~, 
M-274 ',. 
M-274 .. 

. M~.,.274·: " : 
.:. ':.' .~: ~ 

IT·· EM':·,' . -: ,,~ 

SERIAL NIJMBER. ECHELON' 

'-. ,~.-'~,>. 

. ", .J . 
"'"-: 

, '.-

. SERrA.I; ,NuMBERe ; ECHEI:Dlh. 

M-790renade 'Launcher 1117 . ,::J ;": ' 

::j~ ~~::~: i:~~~~:~ .. ,;~~g~ ,:' . :,:1>~ 

"0; 

M.:79q~6nade :Launcher ;:\ \CY;l9: '. .". i: ........ ·~'\,:.·.;33~ .. ~J.·:~.::." ... · .. •. 
M:" 79 ~Gr.enade ).auncher. ;,~ ·~., . .:JOll e,.. " . ~. ~.:. . . ,.'1 

. ~ ~~>~~~~~:'.T:'~.~<.~~-~:';':;,~)': .;'; "u 1 ~ .. _ . .-1~~1;:'; '~',:- ..... J 

F. Embarkat.ion. . No. ~mbatkat:i:ori: ~ctiVities :too.k ,pla;ce .g~ltt;lg .t~e ' " 
period 'covere~~ ..~. :., ':'.': .. c .... ':. ;;:'.' ~.'," " '.;' .;i~>/· L<,;:'': c .'.' "/," 
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ITEM SERIAL NUMBER ECHELON

M-274 228628 3
M-274 22.8616 3
M-274 236235 3
M-274 228745 3
M-274 228732 2
M-274 228563 3

Ordnance3.

ITEM SERIAL NUMBER ECHELON

M-79 Grenade Läuncher 11:17 3
M-79. Grenade Launcher 2984 3
M-79 Grenade Launcher 3208 3
M-79 Grenade Launcher 0919 3
M-79 Grenade Launcher 1071 3

F. Embarkation. No embarkation activities took place during the
period covered.
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SECTION VI;:' COMMUNICATIONS-ELEC,TRONICS 
, ' 

A. Genera!, -',,:.,' 

'" 
.' ..... 

1. Du~ing the month of Ma~h, the Communications Pl.~i;ooon, 
3rd Battalion, 1st Marines, was engaged in establishing cOm- ' 
munications within the Battalion Command Po.st and the .. Bat- -, 
talion's tactical area of responsibility, as well as sup~ , 
porting 9Perations UTAH and TEXAS. In9.ddition, the platoon 
assumed the cOinmunications sys'tem ''of' the 2nd Battalion, 7th' 
Marines while that unit was committed to Operatl.on INDIANA-. 

-. 
2. The major problems enco~ritered during this, period" : 

were in th~' areas of installation:'a,nd maintenance of equip-: 
ment and w;n be discussed under .the &ppropriate paragraph ... ' 
below. ' ' . , 

-

3. The communication~ Platoon--eqtipffientaoo person~~l:'" 
wise--is combat ready, and has proven it is fexib1e enough 
to operate two command groups in combat operations. 

B. EquipmGn~ 

1. Radio 

a.' Three AN/P1\C-10s were lost during Operation OOUBLE 
EAGLE; when 'they were evacuated from the forward area back. to 
the Be~chSupport Area; however, on,27 March, these were'io9Clted 
in the Chu: lai Combat Base arid retUJ;'ned. ,', . 

- b~.: One AN/PRC-6 was also' lost during OperationDQUBIE 
EAGLE while Compa rr:J L was engaged in the crossing of the Song 
Tra Cau.River. ~he3rd Platoon radio operator was wounded and 
dropped the set. DUe to the close praximity of the enemy and 
the heaVY,fire being recdved, it was not recovered. The 
Battalion 'is currently proccssing.the necessa~- papers to drop 
this set 'from' its account... . 

c.. The BtittaJ.ion is now missin~ one of its original 
AlfPRC-4T,raOio sets (serialnumber 4)8)... Dl,lxing Operation 
DOUBm EAQl.E~ ,:thrOG' of: th9. 9rig'ipa1"rcdios ;We!8 'eVacuate,d. 
TWo of these sets.were returned;:andthe-5et'present1y;mi~sing 
~as'b~i3ri tmupo..r8rny· replaced by 2nd Battaiion~ 3rd Maririe:3' . 
set '(5 eriaJ- number' l??O). Every effort is being mad tore-
cover thEl.;Lost se~. . .. , '" 

'I "," •••••• , ••• , :.:. 
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SECTION VI. COMMUNICATIONS-ELECTRONICS

A. General

1. During the month of March, the Communications Platoon,
3rd Battalion, 1st Marines, was engaged in establishing com-
munications within the Battalion Command Post and the Bat-
talion's tactical area of responsibility, as well as sup-
porting Operations UTAH and TEXAS. In addition, the platoon
assumed the communications system of the 2nd Battalion, 7th
Marines while that unit was committed to Operation INDIANA.

2. The major problems encountered during this period
were in the areas of installation and maintenance of equip-
ment and will be discussed under the appropriate paragraph
below.

3. The Communications Platoon--equipment and personnel-
wise--is combat ready, and has proven it is fexible enough
to operate two command groups in combat operations.

B. Equipment

1. Radio

a. Three AN/PRC-10s were lost during Operation DOUBLE
EAGLE when they were evacuated from the forward area back to
the Beach Support Area; however, on 27 March, these were located
in the Chu Lai Combat Base and returned.

b. One AN/PRC-6 was also lost during Operation DOUBLE
EAGLE while Company L was engaged in the crossing of the Song
Tra Cau River. The 3rd Platoon radio operator was wounded and

dropped the set. Due to the close proximity of the enemy and
the heavy fire being received, it was not recovered. The
Battalion is currently processing the necessary papers to drop
this set from its account.

C. The Battalion is now missing one of its original
AN/PRC-47 radio sets (serial number 438). During Operation
DOUBLE EAGLE, three of the original radios were evacuated.
Two of these sets were returned, and the set presently missing
has been temporarily replaced by 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines
set (serial number 1220). Every effort is being mad to re-
cover the lost set.
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d. During the month ot March, there was an average' 
of thirty-i'our AN/PRC-10s, ~ixteen AN/PRC-6s i, one, AN/PRC-47, 
and two AN/PRC-2.5s in use daily. During this periodl an' ' 
average ot two AN/PRe-lOs and eight ·AN/PRC..6s were deadlined 
daily. TheAN/PHC-4l, three A!JI?RC-47s, and one AN/Pnc ... 25 
were deac1lined during the month. . . 

2. Wire. During the month of March, th(3re' w~s ano-aver­
age of f~telcphonles TA-J, three telephones T5-10, tW,otele­
phones EE-8/312, and seven SB-22 line packs deadlineddai1y. 

J. Equipme nt Deadlined as of 31 March 1966 

ITEM QUANrITY ECHElON -
ANjPRC ... 6 10 2 
PU-3L.8 1 :3 
m-292 1 J 
H-33 7 2: 
TA-22 1 .3 

. TA':'222 3 3 
TA-312 1 .3 

4. Equipment Missing as of 31 March 1966' 

ITEM QUJ;.N'l'ITY 

Telephone TA .. 312 1 
Telephone BE-8 .3 
Telephone TA-l 4 
Telephone TS-lO 19 

5. Wire Installed Durin~ March 

nUl QUANTITY 

Telephone Cable'WD-1/TT 6.3 Miles 
Electrical Wire ·.4,992 Feet 

c. Security Violations.. On 20 March 1966, 3rd Battalion, 1st 
Marines Frag Order 19::tJ6, was tranptrdtted·in the clear over the 
Battalion TacticaJ. Net 'which gave dates,time, and places cfa 
future operatioh. The particular operation was not carried 
out, however, and therefore no damage resulted. Corrective 
action has been taken to eliminate this happening in the future .. 
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d. During the month of March, there was an average
of thirty-four AN/FRC-10s, sixteen AN/PRC-6s, one AN/PRC-47,
and two AN/PRC-25s in use daily. During this period, an
average of two AN/PRC-10s and eight AN/PRC-6s were deadlined
daily. The AN/PRC-41, three AN/PRC-47s, and one AN/PRC-25
were deadlined during the month.

2. Wire. During the month of March, there was an aver-
age of four telephones TA-1, three telephones TS-10, two tele-
phones EE-8/312, and seven SB-22 line packs deadlined daily.

3. Equipment Deadlined as of 31 March 1966

ITEM ECHELONQUANTITY

AN/PRC-6 10 2
PU-348 1 3
ID-292 1 3

7H-33 2
TA-22 1 3
TA-222 3 3
TA-312 1 3

4. Equipment Missing as of 31 March 1966

ITEM QUANTITY

1Telephone TA-312
Telephone EE-8 3

4Telephone TA-1
19Telephone TS-10

5. Wire Installed During March

QUANTITYITEM

Telephone Cable WD-1/TT 63 Miles
4,992 FeetElectrical Wire

C. Security Violations. On 20 March 1966, 3rd Battalion, 1st
Marines Frag Order 19-66. was transmitted in the clear over the
Battalion Tactical Net which gave dates, time, and places of a
future operation. The particular operation was not carried
out, however, and therefore no damage resulted. Corrective
action has been taken to eliminate this happening in the future.
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D. Message Traffic 

1. Achrlinistrative 

Inc,DIDing 
01itgoi~g 

G :r.asSIFIED 

231 
", 7 

,:: . 

411.·;';' 
. - .: 3.4 :';~~~ , 

~ ... ~'-', ~~. , 

2. Combat Operations 
'. ','-- . '''.::, 

Incoming 
dutgoihg 

E, Personnel Status 

( : '. 

o 
b 

503'" 
.357 

1. On 31 March 1966, the cqmmuhications perso,nnel'in:'.the 
Battalion numberGd eighty-oi!l~;.. h9j.rever" of the tota1:,fthere' 
were seV6'n 'non..;,effective ,pers:otln(;,l!., . ;, '. ):'::,~~, 

2 .. 
~, 

Personnel Chanfa6s: ~ing ,MarGh 
" " 

. MOS' ,TRANSFERRED . JOINED' 

2Sll 1 2 
2531 3 
2533 6 7 
2539 1 
2541 1 ~ 

2543 1 3 
TOTAL .,- --m-

F. Operations/Training 

1. Training 

. 'RETURNED 
'HOSPITALIZEb . TO"DUTY . 

3 1 

.. ", 

" ... ':; . 

a. During the month of Msrch, cross-training for, ' 
message center, and radio personnel in .. Tire procedures was, 

~ ~ t. conducted. The instruction was on-the-job training. 
:. ,::;~, 

1 •. ~\ .,.'::" 

',-

b. A total of thirty hours of application/demonstra­
tion was held for eight radio operatiors and four messagt;l 
center men .. 

c. On nand 12 Harc~, two Marines attended a Engine 
Generator Course held by 3rdMari~e Division. ' 

"-:.-, .. 
2.. ,Operations, 

a,,. A command post location at vicinity coordinates 
BT 538072 was constructed during the first teo deys of M~-ch& 
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D. Message Traffic

1. Administrative CLASSIFIED UNCLASSIFIED

417Incoming 231
347Outgoing

2. Combat Operations

503Incoming O
OOutgoing 357

E. Personnel Status

1. On 31 March 1966, the communications personnel in the
Battalion numbered eighty-nine; however, of the total, there
were seven non-effective personnel.

2. Personnel Changes During March
RETURNED

JOINED HOSPITALIZED TO DUTYMOS TRANSFERRED

2511 1 2
2531 3

62533 7 3 1
2539 1
2541 21
2543 1 3

18TOTAL 19 3

F. Operations/Training

1. Training

a. During the month of March, cross-training for
message center and radio personnel in wire procedures was
conducted. The instruction was on-the-job training.

b. A total of thirty hours of application/demonstra-
tion was held for eight radio operations and four message
center men.

C. On 11 and 12 March, two Marines attended a Engine
Generator Course held by 3rd Marine Division.

2. Operations

a. A command post location at vicinity coordinates
BT 538072 was constructed during the first ten days of March.
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Telephone lines wer,e installed, (Hl PQls;s, tnr'{)p.gn,out, tne Command 
Post with land ',lines/trunks installed to ,the: 'Air' Field Defense 
Area. In addition, the Command Post was comple tely wired for, 
UO-volt three-phase electrical power,. " 

b.', During the p~riod 10 .:. '12 March; ",tbeC~mmandi'1~6'st, , 
location' Was moved to Vicinity coordinates' Bl' $24089. In tbe' 
new-position" the telephone and power lines~ although in­
stalled" had to be rerouted and reinstalled due, to" high, 
antenuation and line loss. Long locals to the islands ',' , 
of Ky Xuan and Ky Hoa had to be rewor~ed as did the majority 
of the lines t() thepeninSuhl'uQits and the Peninsula C'om- , 
mand BunKer' oh 'l,{y Ha' Peninsula.' On 31 March; approximateJi'" , 
seventy-five pei6"E::nt of theiV/i.re'had been repahed- or rein­
stalled 'aq.d ,appr9Xi'mately eighty' percent of the Command 'Post 
had electriCity from the 'new s;ystem~ RD.dio 'remotes and a, 
wire system-were' installed: 1nthe' Battalion' Combat Operations 
Center and ,;ms appj-oximatelys:lxty: per-cent completed on 3i ' 
March." ilLlpole lines within the Comrll~uid P6starea- have been 
fabricated frqm'six 15.5mm gun canisters' an~ as oi'31 M,af~h, . 
therewera ffft:een i'abricated":and install'ed~ '" ' 

G. Combat Operations. The COllmlUn1caiions'i-iatoon participated 
in Operation UTAH (4 - 8 March) and Operation TEXfJ.S (21 - 24 
March),) and supported Cot1ll1land:Group Bravoand'- two rifle ,com­
panies relocated,' in 2h~ Battalion, 7th 'Mar,tnes , tactical area' 
duringOpera.t:ton'INDIANA (29' -30Ma:r'9h).·;'" .. " ' , 

, , 

'" 

',:-', . 

, " 

,II 
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Telephone lines were installed on poles througnout the Command
Post with land lines/trunks installed to the Air Field Defense
Area. In addition, the Command Post was completely wired for
110-volt three-phase electrical power.

b. During the period 10 - 12 March, the Command Post
location was moved to vicinity coordinates BT 524089. In the
new position, the telephone and power lines, although in-

stalled, had to be rerouted and reinstalled due to high
antenuation and line loss. Long locals to the islands
of Ky Xuan and Ky Hoa had to be reworked as did the majority
of the lines to the peninsula units and the Peninsula Com-
mand Bunker on Ky Ha Peninsula. On 31 March, approximately
seventy-five percent of the wire had been repaired or rein-
stalled and approximately eighty percent of the Command Post
had electricity from the new system. Radio remotes and a
wire system were installed in the Battalion Combat Operations
Center and was approximately sixty percent completed on 31
March. All pole lines within the Command Post area have been
fabricated from six 155mm gun canisters and, as of 31 March,
there were fifteen fabricated and installed.

G. Combat Operations. The Communications Platoon participated
in Operation UTAH (4 - 8 March) and Operation TEXAS (21 - 24
March), and supported Command Group Bravo and two rifle com-
panies relocated in 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines tactical area
during Operation INDIANA (29 - 30 March).
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SECTION VII ... FInE SUFfOR!'. COORDnJATI01~, NAVAL GUNFIRE 

A. Artillery· 

1. General.. During Hareh, 3rd Battalion" 1st Marines was 
employed in Operations UTAH and TEXAS, both of which. invo1vE:d . 
f;: xt(;nsi V8 use of e.rtilJ:u.ry firG~)J.pport. 

2.. Significant EVents 

a. During Oporation Utah, on the morning of 6 March, 
artillery was utilized to. prepare a hill complex at vicinity 
coordinates BS 555837; the Battalion objective. Marking rounds 
were fired to mark the objective area .for airstiikE:s. M the. 
a:b:- strike vJaS CGT1lPktcl, more tt12n €itil1"~yroun'~s :::d artillery 
fire commcnced,falling on the objective .vlith good accuracy and 
target coverage. In regards to both th€ air and artillery pre­
paration of the obJGctive area, it should be noted that forti­
fications and entrcncruuGnts in the objective area were not 
destroyed, nor, in some cases, was there any apprBcifble eff.ect. 

b. During Operation TEXAS, two artillery· missions, in 
addition to harrassing and interdiction fires, were requested • 

. The initial· mission requested was the· preparation of Hill 65 at 
vicinity.coordinates BS 5237920 A total of ninety-seven rounds 
was expended on the target with good accuracy and effective re­
sults. The second mission provided for the preparation of a hill 
and village complex viCinity coorclilEtes BS 525793. This mission 
was not completed due to the violation of a SAV-A-PIJi.NE by heli­
copters. It should be noted that th is viol.ition gr-.;:.·tly impccired 
t ht 0ff"G·cti V0 utilizt.tion of sUIJPortir.g ~rms fires.· 

3. Statistical SUminary 

a. Number of 1-1i85ion8 Fired in Support. l46. 

b. TY~€8 of Missions 

(1) Unobs€rvcd.Missio~ 

~I 139 

Obsorved Missions 

Targ€ts of Opportunity 2 
RBgistrations 2 
Illumination 2 
Marking 1 
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SECTION VII. FIRE SUPPORT COORDINATION, NAVAL GUNFIRE

A. Artillery

1. General. During March, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines was
employed in Operations UTAH and TEXAS, both of which involved
extensive use of artillery fire support.

2. Significant Events

a. During Operation Utah, on the morning of 6 March,
artillery was utilized to prepare a hill complex at vicinity
coordinates BS 555837, the Battalion objective. Marking rounds
were fired to mark the objective area for air strikes. As the.
aix strike was completed, more than eighty rounds of artillery
fire commenced, falling on the objective with good accuracy and
target coverage. In regards to both the air and artillery pre-
paration of the objective area, it should be noted that forti-
fications and entrenchments in the objective area were not
destroyed, nor, in some cases, was there any appreciable effect.

b. During Operation TEXAS, two artillery missions, in
addition to harrassing and interdiction fires, were requested.
The initial mission requested was the preparation of Hill 65 at
vicinity coordinates BS 523792. A total of ninety-seven rounds
was expended on the target with good accuracy and effective re-
sults. The second mission provided for the preparation of a hill
and village complex vicinity coordinates BS 525793. This mission
was not completed due to the violation of a SAV-A-PLANE by heli-
copters. It should be noted that this violation greatly impaired
the effective utilization of supporting arms fires.

3. Statistical Summary

a. Number of Missions Fired in Support. 146.

b. Types of Missions

(1) Unobserved Missions

H&I 139

(2) Observed Missions

2Targets of Opportunity
2Registrations

Illumination 2
1Marking
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c. WeaEon and Ammunition ~J€nded 

HE ILLtJM WP HCSMOKE .- TOTAL. _ 

l05mm How 1084 - 20 6 6 1116 
155nnnHow 0 4 0 0 4 

-Total 1084 24 ;-T T :1l20 

B. NaVal Gunfire. Both -Operation UTAH and Operation TEXAS were 
located in areas too distant from the coast to present appropriate 
targets for naval gunfire. > 
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Weapon and Ammunition ExpendedC.

HE TOTALILLUM WP HC SMOKE

61084 6 1116105mm How 20
4 4155mm How 0 o0

6 6241084Total 1120

B. Naval Gunfire. Both Operation UTAH and Operation TEXAS were
located in areas too distant from the coast to present appropriate
targets for naval gunfire.
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SECTION VIII. AIR SUPPORr - DEFENSE 

A. Air Support 

1.. During the month of March, the air support requirements 
of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines consisted primarily of those 
in conjunction v:ith Operation UTAH and Operation TEXAS. On both 
operations, helicopter support was excellent, providing for the 
rapid deployment .of forces on immediate request as well as the .. 
orderly retraction of tho Battalion upon completion of the oper­
ations. In addition, all medical evacuation and resupply missions 
were timely in respon~iveness to requests. 

2. The use of close air support was limited to two missions 
during Operation UTAH, both in order to prepare the Battalion 
objective, vicinity coordinates BS 555837. Close air ran a 
total of six sorties and delivered fifteen 250-pound bombs, 

. seventy-six 2t>76-inch rockets, and fifteen napalm bombs. These 
air strikes ',Jere preplanned and were requested over the Tacti­
cal Air Request Net. The reaction time was satisfactory; how­
ever, the attack was characterized by a forty percent failure 
in napalm bombs to ignite and inaccuracy of the bombing and 
napalm runs. The attack could only be rated as fifty percent 
effective. In regards to this massive preparation of the 
objective, it should be noted that fortifications .nnd entrench­
ments in the objective area were not destroyed and, in fact, 
were not appreciably affected. 

3. Air Support Requests 

a.. Helicopter 

(~)' Resupply 

Mission Requests 
Missions Completed 

(2:) Evacuation 

5 
5 

Mission ReqUests 11 
Missions Complet£d 17 

(3) Tcctica1 

(a) Recon 

i1is5iDn Requests 0 
!·iissions Completed 0 
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SECTION VIII. AIR SUPPORT - DEFENSE

A. Air Support

1. During the month of March, the air support requirements
of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines consisted primarily of those
in conjunction with Operation UTAH and Operation TEXAS. On both
operations, helicopter support was excellent, providing for the
rapid deployment of forces on immediate request as well as the
orderly retraction of the Battalion upon completion of the oper-
ations. In addition, all medical evacuation and resupply missions
were timely in responsiveness to requests.

2. The use of close air support was limited to two missions
during Operation UTAH, both in order to prepare the Battalion
objective, vicinity coordinates BS 555837. Close air ran a
total of six sorties and delivered fifteen 250-pound bombs,
seventy-six 2.76-inch rockets, and fifteen napalm bombs. These
air strikes were preplanned and were requested over the Tacti-
cal Air Request Net. The reaction time was satisfactory; how-
ever, the attack was characterized by a forty percent failure
in napalm bombs to ignite and inaccuracy of the bombing and
napalm runs. The attack could only be rated as fifty percent
effective. In regards to this massive preparation of the
objective, it should be noted that fortifications and entrench-
ments in the objective area were not destroyed and, in fact,
were not appreciably affected.

3. Air Support Requests

a. Helicopter

(1) Resupply

5Mission Requests
5Missions Completed

(2) Evacuation

17Mission Requests
17Missions Completed

(3) Tactical

(a) Recon

Mission Requests o
Missions Completed 0
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(b) Troop Lifts 

Mission Requests 4 
Missions Complet~d 4 

(c)Gunshi~ 

Mission RequEsts 3 
Missions Comple ted 2 

b. Eixed Wing l'ransport. None. 

c.' :'Tactical Air:,Supporl 
. ; .. ,;,. ... 

(1) Air,Strikes 

,2 ' 

, , 

"Mission Requests 
Missions Completed' 2 (One Ground Controlled) 

....... 

(2) Helicopter,Escort 

Mission Requests, ' 
, Missions Completed 

" ,4 ' , 

'4 ' 

B. Air Defense.. The defeosemeasures" emPloyed by the Battalion 
were passive. No organic weapons were employed for active air 
defense. ' , 

C. Problem":Areas' 

1. On Operation 'UTAH, a' problem developed wherein .resupply 
helicopters, either asa result of being misinformed 'as to, re­
que'sting' unit or misinformed as, to correct coordinates of reques­
ting unit~ insisted on orbiting the Battalion'Command Post.:at 
night which, as' a natural consequence', tended to compromise the , 
Battalion Command Post. 

. .. - . 

2., During Operation T:rJ:YAS, thep:t:eparation of an objective 
by artillery 'l~las delayed in excess of f.orty minutes, and €"J'€o.tu­
ally cancelled,d'ter only 0>16 round was fired due to the.constant, 
flow of heliccpter traffic across the gun-target line with a 
total disregard of published SA V-A-PLANES. 

47 EIDIDSURE: (J.) 

~~~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

RECLASSEFIED

(b) Troop Lifts

4Mission Requests
4Missions Completed

(c) Gunships

Mission Requests 3
Missions Completed 2

b. Fixed Wing Transport. None.

C. Tactical Air Support

(1) Air Strikes

Mission Requests 2
2 (One Ground Controlled)Missions Completed

(2) Helicopter Escort

4Mission Requests
4Missions Completed

B. Air Defense. The defense measures employed by the Battalion
were passive. No organic weapons were employed for active air
defense.

C. Problem Areas

1. On Operation UTAH, a problem developed wherein resupply
helicopters, either as a result of being misinformed as to re-
questing unit or misinformed as to correct coordinates of reques-
ting unit, insisted on orbiting the Battalion Command Post at
night which, as a natural consequence, tended to compromise the
Battalion Command Post.

2. During Operation TEXAS, the preparation of an objective
by artillery was delayed in excess of forty minutes and eventu-
ally cancelled after only one round was fired due to the constant
flow of helicopter traffic across the gun-target line with a
total disregard of published SAV-A-PLANES.
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SECTION IX. MEJ)ICAL/DENI'AL 1'..FFii.IRS 

A. Patient Load 

1. During the month of March, a tota-l of 561 patients were 
seen at daily sick call for an average of oineteen patients per 
day. 

2. An average of four in-patients per day were treated in 
the Battalion Aid Station. 

3. From h - 7 March, the Battalion Aid Station supplied 
medical support for Operation UTAH. Total wounded treated during 
this opera tion was 102. -

4. From 21 - 24 March, the Battalion Aid Stati-on supplied 
medical support for Operation TEXAS. Total woundGd treated during 
this operation was thirt~eight plus twenty-three non-battle casu-
alties. -

B. },lEDCAP. Field operations permitting, daily sick calls were 
held in the Battalion's area of responsibility by company corpsmen 
and the Battalion Aid Station.. A total or 1233 Vietnamese civilians 
were treated as a result of MEDCAP program. 

C. Sanitation. Chief problems of garrison sanitation were related 
to the establishment of messing and toilet facilities in the. new 
camp; however, existing problems are currently being re sol ved •.. 

D. Personnel. On 1 }larch, there .. Jere two l'iedical Officers and 
rorty Hospital Cor-psmen .assigned for duty. On Operation UTAH, 
five corpsmen were wounded in action and evacuated... Sub:::scpently, 
six corpsmen were transferred to the Battalion from Company B, 
3rd Medical Battalion and +"vTO corpsmen "rere perrr.anently de"tached 
from the Battalion (one to Ghore duty CONUS and one to 3rd Service 
Battalion). During Operation TE~lS, three hospital corpsmen were 
lost to the Battalion (one WIA, one non-battle casualty, one KI&). 
Total personnel on board at the close of the month:. two Medical 
Officers and thirty-six Ho:::~:'ital Corpsmen. 
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SECTION IX. MEDICAL/DENTAL AFFAIRS

A. Patient Load

1. During the month of March, a total of 561 patients were
seen at daily sick call for an average of nineteen patients per
day.

2. An average of four in-patients per day were treated in
the Battalion Aid Station.

3. From is - 7 March, the Battalion Aid Station supplied
medical support for Operation UTAH. Total wounded treated during
this operation was 102.

4. From 21 - 24 March, the Battalion Aid Station supplied
medical support for Operation TEXAS. Total wounded treated during
this operation was thirty-eight plus twenty-three non-battle casu-
alties.

B. MEDCAP. Field operations permitting, daily sick calls were
held in the Battalion's area of responsibility by company corpsmen
and the Battalion Aid Station. A total of 1233 Vietnamese civilians
were treated as a result of MEDCAP program.

C. Sanitation. Chief problems of garrison sanitation were related
to the establishment of messing and toilet facilities in the new
camp; however, existing problems are currently being resolved.

D. Personnel. On 1 March, there were two Medical Officers and
forty Hospital Corpsmen assigned for duty. On Operation UTAH,
five corpsmen were wounded in action and evacuated. Subsequently,
six corpsmen were transferred to the Battalion from Company B,
3rd Medical Battalion and two corpsmen were permanently detached
from the Battalion (one to shore duty CONUS and one to 3rd Service
Battalion). During Operation TEXAS, three hospital corpsmen were
lost to the Battalion (one WIA, one non-battle casualty, one KIA).
Total personnel on board at the close of the month: two Medical
Officers and thirty-six Hospital Corpsmen.
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SECTION X. CIVn AFFAIRS 

A. Genera],. The civic action program is, comprised of ~CAP, Ct~RE 
and USAID, and various Self-Help projects. These projects were ' 
carried out in the villages of Ky Ha (BT 5210), Ky Xuan (BT'4910), 
and Ky Hoa (BT 5013). 

B. Significant Events 

1. Hedical/Dental., The Battalion l\1EDCAP team treated 1,23.3 
villagers in the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines assigned TAOR; and 
approximatelY fifty in operational areas c~uril'lg- Operation UTAH 
and Operation TEXAS. 

2. Self-Help. 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines personnel de­
ployed on KyXuan and Ky Hoa have assisted villagers in re­
building destroyed homes, r'epairing dikes, and building 

. dl'2.inage ditches. 

3. USAID. On 30 March; 600 sheets of galvanized tin roofing 
were distribut3d to forty f:;crnilies on Ky Xua.n to, replace roOfs 
destroyed by combat actions last year. This distribution was 
made through the village chief with appropriate ceremony. 

c. Problem Areas 

1. 'Lick of interpreters at Battalion level remains a 
handicap in executing the civil affairs ~rogram. 

2. Adequate medical supplies for March were not made 
available.. . 
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SECTION X. CIVIL AFFAIRS

A. General. The civic action program is comprised of MEDCAP, CARE
and USAID, and various Self-Help projects. These projects were
carried out in the villages of Ky Ha (BT 5210), Ky Xuan (BT 4910),
and Ky Hoa (BT 5013).

B. Significant Events

1. Medical/Dental. The Battalion MEDCAP team treated 1,233
villagers in the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines assigned TAOR, and
approximately fifty in operational areas during Operation UTAH
and Operation TEXAS.

2. Self-Help. 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines personnel de-
ployed on Ky Xuan and Ky Hoa have assisted villagers in re-
building destroyed homes, repairing dikes, and building
drainage ditches.

3. USAID. On 30 March, 600 sheets of galvanized tin roofing
were distributed to forty families on Ky Xuan to replace roofs
destroyed by combat actions last year. This distribution was
made through the village chief with appropriate ceremony.

C. Problem Areas

1. Lack of interpreters at Battalion level remains a
handicap in executing the civil affairs program.

2. Adequate medical supplies for March were not made
available.
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SECTION XI •. PSYCHOLOGICAL 1rli\BFi-..REACTIVlTIES 

., " 
~,~ , '. ~. : ~., . '. ~ .... 

A. : I*! ", 

~ ~. ,:~, .;" ~-.. 

1. Throughout Operation UTAH, loudspeakers Were' ut1+i~ed-' 'o' 

extensively from . observation aircraft to· inVite VC and .P~VN.~ 
troops to surrender:to Marine ano. ARVN forees. . . . 

, " 

3. Tangibleres'ults of these"'programs were not readily 
ohvious or apparent·. ,. 

4. It is· considered 'Worthy of n.ote, that requests for~ '. 
psychological ,,~a:rfare .suppo#. req~r~e a gre~,rt;er .lead tim~:' '; " 
than .feasible, as ·;nost· oper!i-~ions' ar~:\.co,nc+ucted1n.respOns~',·:· 
to immediate tacti9Ql reqUir~entsf cionse~ently, the use,' . . 
as well as results'. of psychol'ogicaiwarefare activ-j_ties .. 
conducted, was not as profitable as possible; however, a·· 
concerted er:J::ort is being made to better utilize available· 

. assots and tc .incre~se .. responsiveness to immediate situat;ons. 
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SECTION XI. PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE ACTIVITIES

A. General

1. Throughout Operation UTAH, loudspeakers were utilized
extensively from observation aircraft to invite VC and PAVN
troops to surrender to Marine and ARVN forces.

2. In conjunction with the Republic of Vietnam Government's
"Open Arms" program, the area of operations for Operation UTAH
and Operation TEXAS were covered with safe conduct passes urging
the VC to surrender and extending promises of just and fair
treatment.

3. Tangible results of these programs were not readily
obvious or apparent.

4. It is considered worthy of note that requests for
psychological warfare support requires a greater lead time
than feasible, as most operations are conducted in response
to immediate tactical requirements; consequently, the use,
as well as results of psychological warefare activities
conducted, was not as profitable as possible; however, a
concerted effort is being made to better utilize available
assets and to increase responsiveness to immediate situations.
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HEA.rQUA.R'l'QS 
. .. Jrd Battalion, lit !laru.. 

3rd. Marine J)j:fisio. , .. tAl m 
FPO $ San hancis"I), .966Ot 

. Oll800H TO ~1,1OOf 

SITREP".. .t ~tted d:u.riJlc thisper$.H .. )rei Battalion, 1st .. 
Marines bad no a,s1&M4 .s.sslon oraitactical.·u.a.et :l'eSponsibUity. 

'-" ,~. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalion, 1st Marines

3rd Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO, San Francisco, 96602

011800H TO 021800H

SITREP was not submitted during this period as 3rd Battalion, 1st
Marines had no assigned mission or a tactical area of responsibility.

End #2
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)rd BattaUoD,.1at.Had"· Mlnta1nlo.·oomPaa, (reh) fi.R a two~our· 
alert. an«a CGIIIJIIaM group plus an additioDa1 two lIleaapardes(rein)· GQ a. 
six-bour alert. 11l .aceOl'daace with verbal 1astrtlCtloft -meived frOll 

O(i)lllUotima Officer, lBt llar1n~s a~ 0120)OH. . a_pelT'.· reaa.ins en two-
hour alert and. o* ... a4arov., li.pha. Cempall1' L,._.~ it remain .. 
en six-hour alert. . . . . 

At 02l8);H, the 'ri Ba\t."-1.n,lst Marines receive4 1st. »!arises Operation 
Order.)4)-66 aild. 1.t,lal;1.ae. lrag Orier }-66 aM taetiAt.ely commence4 
required. planlll. •• to exent.eassigned .8100. . 

At 0218J.5a,: i·n·o.,ua •• "'t.h 15t l!lar1nes· Op.~':in O1'4el". 34)-66, Com- . 
. pa~ 1. W8..sees4mt. ....... lat. Marines Regimental. a.s~ 

At· 030900H, ,3nt .'Wi ... lat· Marinea .ass".« l'~~.aUity tor Air 
Base Defense of lU.t.WU aUt _trip by relieri.tlg pWfle'UlJ establlsbed 
Air Base Defense CeGl"diU\R . and. s.cur1t7 OOlapaJlf'.ll'otl 2adBattal1en, 
7th Mariues •. Cempaqy 1 (1e1a). an4 CGIIlp>aD7 It (.) (le1ll) .c~p1edsecurity· 
positions in acea.raaneewith initial situation e~la7. Belief effected 
b7·0)1200H. . , 

At 03l20OH. tbelst. FlatOq. CompaD7 It.· nllieYOt p:t.a-'tt froll CompaD7 H. 
2nd. Battalion. 1\h Han .... ass_e4 :respons1b1l.l"'- fer security ~t 
Tit-al RfQtt const.ftc\1on laeU1ties as reqU:U-H b7 .... i.pe4udssion. 

At 0313.30H. Compa. I ettee\eti l.i.8ison w1tbHe&clQ.Urte~ CompaQ7,7th 
Har1.nes concera1ng •• 1PUIJ\1,. of responsiblllty fer security pos1t.iona 
on swtb and souWlW'", 814.. of Class V Dump trGIl· 't'1e1td.t1' Bl'S.56044 to 
'nc1Id.t,.BTS6.3043 which ha.beell preYioUslT I\&UeCl • t.~e Com,osite· 
Security Platooa. He~rtera Compan,y. 7th llar1nu. fh1s1calrelief 
will be ettectetl 031830H. ..,.. .. 
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HEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalion, 1st Marines

1st Marine Division (Rein) FKF
FPO, San Francisco, 96602

SITREP FOR PERIOD 021801H TO 031800H

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

3rd Battalion, lat Marines maintains one company (rein) on a two-hour
alert and a command group plus an additional two companies (rein) on a
six-hour alert in accordance with verbal instruction received from
Commanding Officer, 1st Marines at 012030H. Company X remains on two-
hour alert and Command Group Alpha, Company L, and Company K remain
on six-hour alert.

At 021835H, the 3rd Battalien, 1st Marines received 1st Marines Operation
Order 343-66 and 1st Marines Frag Order 3-66 and immediately commenced
required planning to execute assigned mission.

At 021835H, in compliance with 1st Marines Operation Order 343-66, Com-
pany L was designated as 1st Marines Regimental Reserve.

At 030900H, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines assumed responsibility for Air
Base Defense of MAG-12 air strip by relieving previously established
Air Base Defense Coordinater and Security Company from 2nd Battalion,
7th Marines. Company I (Rein) and Company K (-) (Rein) occupied security
positions in accordance with initial situation everlay. Relief effected
by 031200H.

At 031200H, the 1st Platoon, Company K, relieved plateen from Company H,
2nd Battalion, 7th Marines and assumed responsibility for security of
vital RKM construction facilities as required by assigned mission.

At 031330H, Company I effected liaison with Headquarters Company, 7th
Marines concerning assumption of responsibility for security positions
on south and southwest sides of Class V Dump from vicinity BT556044 to
vicinity BT563043 which have been previously manned by the Composite
Security Platoon, Headquarters Company, 7th Marines. Physical relief
will be effected 031830H.

Projected plans for ambush/patrol actions are limited to local security
ambushes/patrols and will be delineated in detail in subsequent SITREP
(Plans Summary) after coordination with units occupying positions within
3/1 TAOR.
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HEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalion, 1st Marines

3rd Marine Division (Rein) PMY
FPO, San Francisco, 96601

3/SPC/wjw
4 March 1966

SITREP FOR PERIOD 031801H TO 041800H

At 031830H, Company I effected relief of Composite Security
Platoen, Headquarters Company, 7th Marines and assumed responsi-
bilities for security positions on south and southeast sides of
Class V Dump from vicinity BY 556044 to vicinity BT 563043.

At 041015H, 3rd Battalien, 1st Marines was advised by S-3,
1st Marines to place two companies and a command group on immedi-
ate standby for possible helilift to Task Force Delta Areacef
Operations to be designated. Companies L and M alerted with
Command Group Alpha, two sections of 81mm Mortars and two squade
of Engineers.

At 041030H, S-3, 1st Marines advised 3rd Battalion, 1st
Marines to establish helicepter landing zone for the two COM-
panies and Command Group Alpha. Landing zone was established
at BT 556052.

At 041100H, Company I and K was alerted; Company X to be
prepared to move out by truck at 1200H and operate as convoy
seucrity and C. P. Security for Task Force Delta. S-3, lat
Marines advised 3rd Battalion, 1st Marine that lat Battalion,
4th Marines would assume responsibility for Airfield defense,
security of vital RMK installation, and Class V Dump.

At 041245H, Company K departed airfield by trucks with one
platoon from Company I for area of operations.

At 041310, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines was advised by S-3,
1st Marines to commence helilift of two companies and Command
Group as soon as possible. Landing zone in area of operations
established to be BC 554875. Mission to establish blocking
positions area of east-west grid line 85 in accerdance with orders
of Commanding General, Task Force Delta.

At 041350H, Commanding General, Task Force Delta arrived
this C. P.; adivaed Consanding Officer, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines
to move remainder of Company I to helicopter leading zone vicinity
BT 556052 for heililift with remainder of Battalion. Commanding
General, Task Force Delba departed 1400H. Company I notified and
move commenced e47415H. Contand Group Alpha departed for landing
sone for lift to operations.
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HEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalion, 1st Marines

3rd Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO, San Francisco, 96602

04180OH TO 061800H

SITREP was not submitted during this period as 3rd Battalion, 1st
Marines was commiteed to Operation UTAH, and SITREPs were submitted to
Task Force Delta.
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HEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalien, 1st Marines

3rd Marine Division (Rein) MF
FFO, San Francisca, 96602

SITNEP FOR PLAION 061801H TO 0718008

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

At 0845H, 3/1 Rear was notified by S-3, 1st Karines that 3/1 (-)
was returning from area of Operation Utah by helicopter at 1300H.
Companies I and K will resume security positions previously estab-
lished for Airfield Defense, 241 installation, and Class V Dump.

At 1315H, the Executive Officer, 3/1, Company K4 and Company I
arrived at Chu Lat Airfield and commented assumption of defensive
positions on airfield. The Command Group and Company M resair in
Task Force Delta's area of operations. Time of return unknown. Com-
pany L is under OPGON of 1/7, disposition unknews.

At 15308, Companies I and I had resumed positions for Airfield
Security.

At 1545H, Company L arrived at Cha Lai Airfield and CHOP OPCON
to 3/1. Company L will resume previous positions vieinity overdinates
BE557052.
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DAD CARTERS
3rd Detialion, les Marines

3rd Marine Division (Sein) me
FPO, San Francisco, 96601

3/S:C/wjo
S March 1966

SITREP FOR HERIOD 0718018 TO 08/2009

NAERATIVE SUPMARY

At 0718304, Consent Group Alfa and Company M returned to the Cine
Lai Enclass. Company M reaumed former positions visitity scordisates
BY 557054.

At 0811008, 3rd Buttalica 1st Marines was alerted to a change
in TAUBA whereby 3/1 and 1/4 will exchange TAORS. Cospitization between
units communed implistely,

UNCLASSIFIED
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SLADQUARTERS

3rd Battalien, 1st Marines
3rd Marine Division (Seta) FMF

yro, San Francisco, 96602

3/SFC/kjw
9 March 1966

SITEEP FOR PERIOD 0818018 TO 0918008

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

1, At 0819008, based upon verbal instructions from Commanding
officer, 1st Earinee a planning conference between 3rd Battalion,
1st Marines and 1st Dettalion, letter Marines was conducted in order
to insure an orderly, tactical exchange of TAOHs. This plan pre-
video for Company x, 3/1, to relieve Company A, 1/4 in its TAGR
concessing at 0908008 and for the relief of Company B, 1/4, in
the TAOR by Company Lay 3/2. as approximately 0912308. The 1/4
watte, is turn, would relieve Company I and Company K ia security
positions at MAG-12 air strip.

2. At 082000H, 3rd Battalion, 1st Harimas received Change Number
One to 1st Marines Operation Order 1434 which confirmed verbal
instructions received from Commanding officer, 1st Barines cen-
certing emphange of TAORs with lat Destialion, 4th Marines and
assigning the following aissions.

as Occupy and defend in assigned sector to protect and defend
the vital areas in the let Marions TAOB.

be Conduct patrels and ambushes through-
out assigned sectoryduring daytime and sighttime with priority to
nighttine operations.

6. Provide external security to the LAAM battery located on
KY HIM Ialand (at 5115).

d. Maintain combat patrel bases on KY HOA, KY XUAK, and HOA
ADAM Islands.

Conduct and maintain survaillance of a appreasive
within assigned sector to regal landings and prevent infiltration.

f. Be prepared to candach unilateral and/or spore-
tions with RVMA vitals and beyond the peripbary of assigned sector,

Be prepared to provide one company to be employed as directed
by this Handquarters.

1
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3. at 090800H, 3rd Battalien, 1st Marines commenced exchange of

TAGE with lat Battalion, 4th Marines, in accurate with the
mctually developed plan as not forth in paragraph 1. above. Relief
to be coupleted by 1800H.
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MIGHT PATROLS FOR 09 MARCH 1966

FOR/POR TYPETOP TORUNIT 5123 SAME

0920154 1000458 529110 Search and DestroySANDYSqdM
52911010053081001308CATHY Seares and DestarySqdN
4771441004008 100600M Search and DestanySedL L-39
53112510030020923008 Search and BestoryL Sqd L-28
$11125100200uL-80 092100M Searcis and DestroySqdL

TAX PATROLS FOR 10 MARCH 1966

FOD/POR TIPESIZE TODUNIT 108NAME

1871031008308 1010308ORANDE-1SqdM Seareb and Destray
A772441016008L-24 101.300$L Search and DestanySqd

1010008 1011008 511125L Sqd B-2A Search and Destincy

INSTRUCTIONS

1. x Pit. Ce A, lot Andreas M. Provide two Cersuains for the water
borns patrol to enfores surfor From 2000-0500.

2. HAS Company. Provide four Marines and one radio operator for the
waterbares patrel. Report to 3+3 Watch Officer for briefing at 19308.
Report to s-R officer for debriafing at 05308.

3. Company L. KAMBEU (az 47714b) is a patrel base manned 24 hours a
day by one platoon (reis) with ene secuins gan squad (.50 cabiber, and
a section of 31mm mortars).

be There will be as deviation from scheduled patrol routes without
prise notification and approval of Battalies S-3.
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HEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalian, let Marises

3rd Marine Division (Rein) FAF
FPO, San Francisce, 96601

3/SPC/vjw
10 Mar 1966

SITRE? FOR PERIOD 091801X TO 101800M

NAMRATIVE SUMMARY

1. A% 103125k, Commanding Officer, 3rd Battalien, 1st Marines was
directed by Executive officer, 1st Marines to assuse responsibility
for security positions on Ky lies Penensula, Chara Lai Airfield, BMX
Installation, and Class y Dump in order to relieve 1st Bettalien,
4th Marines we were being elerted for operations.

2. Required preparations for orderly relief were immediately initi-
ated and company consanders conserned were briefed as to responsi-
bility.

3. At 101.200H, Company L 3/1, connected relief of 1/4 units manning
airfield security positions with two plateens and Class Y Dump security
positions with one plateen.

At 101200H, Company K, 3/1, commented relief of 1/4 unit respon-4.
sible for security of by ties Peninsula, Installation, and for
providing Sparrew Hawk Squad.

S. Units effected relief of 1/4 positions by 101430H.
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KIGHT PATROLS FOR 10 MARCH 1966

POD/FORUNIT SIXE NAME TOD TOR

40710311003GH1092088BLUE-2x Sep Security
487103110045dRED-1 110500MSqdM Security
477244110100HL-24 1103008SedL Security

102400K1020008L-2A 511125I Sqd Security
110600H 512125I-34L 1101008Sqd Security

1019008 1105008 524069FT SEALIONH&S Security

DAY PATROLS FOR 11 EARCH 1966

LATOVER/ALINGHPOD/FORTODUNIT NAME TOBSIZE

407103110800H 1110308 SecurityN ST ORAIGE-1
4771441109008 111200HL-lL Sqd Security
5111251111008110700M53qdL Security
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HEADQUAETERS
3rd Battalien, 1st Marines

3rd Marine Division (Bein) FMF
FPO, San Francisco, 96602

3/SPC/rhc
11 Mar 1966

SITREP FOR PERIOD 1018008 TO 111300H

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

1. At 110900H, S-3 1st Marines advised 3rd Battalion, lat Marines that
1st Battalion, 4th Harines would resume responsibility for security of
assigned TAOR to include Chu Lai Airfield, Ky Hea Peninsula, RMK In-
stallation, and Class V Dump.

2. Relief of position was initiated innediately and effected by 111230H.

3. At 111000H, CO, 1st Marines issued varbal Frag Order directing 3rd
Battalien, 1st Marinea to be prepared to assume responsibility for 1st
Battalien, 4th Marines TAOR on Order.

4. At 111555H, 1st Marines directed 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines to execute
relief of 1st Battalien, 4th Marines in accordance with verbal Frag Order
of 111000H. 3rd Battalien, 1st Marines immediately initiated relief of
1st Battalien, 4th Marines.
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NIGHT PATROLS FOR 11 MARCH 1966

LAYOVER/ANDUSHPOD/FORTORUNIT NAME TODSIZE

4871031201006 Security& 112200HBLUE-2FTM
487103120415H Security120115HM RED-1FT
4771441201001L-lA Security1123008L 300 .

511125 Security120500120100HL-24L sob
511125-1202003112200H SecurityL-34L SQD
524089120500H1119008SEALION SecurityFTH&S

DAY PATROLS FOR 12 MARCH 1966

POD/POR LAYOVER/MINISTTORNAMEUNIT TODSIZE
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477144121 300Hit Bach 12100081-2SQD Security
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4871031303008M-24 130200EM SecuritySQD
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511125130200EL-3A 1304008L SecuritySQD
524089130500H121900HSEALIONout FT SecurityHAS
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DAY PATROLS FOR 13 MARCH 1966

UNIT SIZE NAME POD/FORTOD LATOVER/AMBUSHESTOR

L SQD L-L 1307008 477144131100H SecurityL out FY L-2 1306008 131200H 509129 Sec and CA
L FT L-3 131700H131300H 5091.29 See and CA

NIGHT PATROLS FOR 13 MARCH 1966

UNIT SIZE NAME POD/PORTOD TOR

L 140000SQD L-1-1 132030H 477144 SecurityL 140200HSQD L-8-A 140630H 5091.29 Security
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HEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalion, 1st Marines

3rd Marine Division (Rain) FMF
FPO, San Francisco, 96602

111800H TO 122400H

SITREP was net submitted during this period as 3rd Battalion, 1st
Marines had no enemy contact or significant events.
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ai<iIT sIZE KA:·;E TOD rOR I"~D/pva.._ LAY0.Ylly'A-Li31LSH - -
L Sqd lWJ!i~ 141200 141500 417144 ~ecu.:dty 
T Ff 8;iM .. Iw1·· 140900 1l.!1l00 Sl112$ Security/CA .. 
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~·1 !-1' SAi~DI'rPJ:,R 140\300 Ihl200 han03 security 
' . llT rlALD EAGJ..E 141230 141130 481103 Security . '. 

!lIi.idT PATtWLS' t9R lh .i-lAliC.d 1966. ..... . .. 
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DAY PATROLS FOR 14 MARCH 1966

POD/PORUNIT LAYOVER/ANDUSHSIZE NAME TORTOD

477144141200L 141500Sqd ROBIN Security
140900L FP 511125SWALL! Security/CA141100
141500 141300L BLUE JAYFT 511125 Security/CA
140300M 467103141200SANDPIPERFT Security

487103M 141230FT 141730BALD EAGLE Security

HIGHT PATIDLS FOR 14 MARCH 1966

UNIT LAYOVER/AYBUSHSIZE POD/PORNAME TOD TOR

477144142200 142400L Sqd SIA GULL Security
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521,089H&S 141900FT 150500SIA LION Security
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HEADQHARTERS
3rd Battalism, 1st Marines

3rd Marima Division (Rein) FKY
FPO, San Francisco, 96602

3/SPC/rhe
13 Mar 1966

SITNEP FOR PERIOD 122400N TO 132400H

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

1. At 13014OH, the waterborns security patrel, designated "Sea Lien"
at vicialty coordinates BT 500115 apprehended two Vistasness in a
fishing best for violation of the curfou; one an older man, the other
a young boy. After apprehension, they were delivered to Junk Fleet
Headquarters and turned over to the Papular Forces.

2. At 1306508, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines was advised by S-3, 1st
Marines that Company c and Company D, 1st Battalism, 4th Marines would
reassume security responsibilities for Chu Iai Airfield Defense, BMK
installation and the Class y Drop, relieving Company I and 3rd Plateen,
Company Kg 3rd Battalien, 1st Merines. S-3, 1st Marines further advised,
3rd Bettalion, 1st Marines to maintain one company as Regimental Reserve
with one plateen OR 15-minute alert for protection of denned helicepters
and to continue to maintain sea "Sparrer Hawk" Squad at MAG-36.

3. Relief of lines as indicated in peragraph 2 above commenced at
1308COM and was completely effected by 131200H. Company I was assigned
- Regimental Reserve located at 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines Command Past,
with 2nd Plateen, Company I OE fifteen-simute alert. Company K maintained
responsibility for "Sparrow Hand* Squad. 1st Plateen, Company M remained
as Battalism Reserve.
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DECLASSIFIED
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HEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalism, 1st Marines

3rd Marine Division (Rein) FM
FPO, San Francisco, 96602

3/SPC/fja
14 Mar 66

SITREP FOR PERIOD 1324008 to 142400f

NARRATIVE SUMARY

1. At 140230H, vic courd BT 477144, the 1st Pit, Company L received one incoming
handgrenade. Twenty rewards of automatic weapons fire was returned. Enery not

sighted. Could not establish direction of withdratel or clothing. Area searched.
Results: No enery casualties; no friendly assualties.

2. At 1404008, via accord BY 490131, the waterbarne security patrol fres HLS

Company apprehended six VCS for violation of curfer. VCS had proper identifi-
cation and were released to the Popular Forces wait at Chu Let Sand Ramp.
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HEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalien, 1st Harinee

3rd Marine Division (Rein) PMF
FPO, San Francisco, 96602

3/SPC/rhe
15 Mar 1966

SITREP FOR PERIOD 1424008 TO 152400H

NARRATIVE

A. Contacts. Negative.

B. Miscellaneous

1. At 1515158, S-3, 1st Marines advised 3rd Battalion, 1st Mg ines
to prepare 3rd Plateon (Reta) Company I, (The fifteen minute alort Pistocs
from Reginental Reserve) with FAG Team and FO Tesa for holilift to grid
square BT 3613 to aid in extraction of Reconnaissance Group Alpha, 3rd
Recon Battelian, which was pinned done by - estimated tea FC at vicinity
ocerdinates BT 364133. At 1515JOH, 3rd Platoon, Company I was prepared
for lift, standing by at LZ Firefly. At 1515458, co, 3rd Battalies, 1st
Marines placed the restinder of Company I ⑉ full alert for contingencies
as may be directed by 00 1st Marians. At 1516058, 3-3, 1st Marines
advised 3rd Battalism, 1st Marines that mission was cancelled, but to
retain the platoon in the LS in stand-by alort. At 151615H, S-3, 1st
Marines advised 3rd Battalien, 1st Marines to have alort plateen stand-
down. The platesa was advised and returned to Company positions.

UNCLASSIFIED
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HEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalism, 1st Marines

3rd Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO, San Francisco, 96602

3/srd/rbs
16 Mar 1966

SITREP FOR PERIOD 152400H TO 162400H

NAXRATIVE SUMMARY

A. Contacts. Negative.

B. Miscellaneous

1. At 160830H, 3-3, 1st Marines advised 3rd Battalien, 1st Marines
to be prepared to provide one reinfereed rifle company with FAC Team for
possible deployment.

At 160900H, S-3, 1st Marines advised 3rd Battalion, 1st Morines
to provide one reinfereed rifle company with an FAC Team to 2nd Battalism,
4th Marines, prepared for deployment to area of operations to be designated;
further directed that the company report to will 69 at vicinity seeri-
instee XT 468068 not 161500H.

At 160905M, Company L 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines was advised to
prepare for deplayment.

At 1613258, Company I displaced to Hill 69 as directed.

2. Company L, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marinee, at 161730H received
information from the Village Chief of New Life Village at vieinity
oserminator M 503234 that there was a possible 100 TO massing on Fish

Island, viciality esordinates ET 475125 and that a possibility exists that
the TO intend to attack Company L quettions on Ky Hea Island. The follow-
ing security measures have been initiated: the Sea Lien patrol has been
directed to cover the area of crossing from Fish Island to Ky lines the
companies have placed on 100% alort, and the Bettalion Beserve, 1st Plateen,
Company M, together with required LYFs have been alerted for possible
employment to reinferse the islands of Ky Mos and Ky Xuans the night fire
plan has been reviewed and revised to satisfy the situation.
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HEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalion, 1st Marines

3rd Marine Division (Sein) FAT
FPO, San Francisco, 96602

3/SFC/wjw
17 March 1966

SITNEP FOR PERIOD 162400H TO 172400E

NARRATIVE SUMARY

A. Contacts. None.

B. Miscellaneous

1. At 170630H, Company K's position at Check Point "Charlie",
vicinity coordinates B7 518082 received a report from two Vietnesess
carpenters that there was a TC ambush in the area between Check Point
*Charlie" and Route 1. A squad from Company K, after being cautioned
to the possibility that this information might be means to ambush the
squad itself, was immediately dispatched and as aggressive, acticu-
lous search of the area was conducted with negative results.

2. At 171400H, 5-3, 1st Marines advised 3rd Battalien, lat
Marines that COMUSMACY would personally pay a visit to 3rd Bettalion,
1st Marines area at 181,330H, and desires to address all available
officers, staff and men of the Battalism who participated in
Operation UTAH. At 171730H, S-3, lst Marines was advised by 3rd
Battalien, 1st Narines of planned preparations for the visit of
COMUSMACY, and preparations connenced.

3. At 172140H, S-3, 1st Marines advised 3rd Battalion, let
Marines that the planned visit of COMUSMACV to 3rd Battalien, 1st
Marines area is cancelled.
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HEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalien, 1st Marines

3rd Marine Division (Sein) FMF
FPO, San Francisco, 96602

3/SPC/rhc
18 Mar 1966

SITREP FOR PERIOD 172400H TO 182400H

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

A, Contacts

1. At 180400H, vicinity coordinates BT 505114, Sealien Patrol from
H&S Co, 3rd Battalien, 1st Marines apprehended four Vietnamese males in beat
as curfew violaters. Identification eards were in order. The beat and
Vietnesse were taken to the village of An Hai vicinity coordinates ET 514114
and released to the village chief.

B. Miscellaneous

1. At 181600, Company Lg 3rd Battalien, 1st Marines reported dis-
placement of C. P. to new location, vicinity coordinates BT 517154, on the
island of Ky Hea.

2. At 181715H, Company I, 3rd Battalien, lst Marines CHOP OPCON
to this Battali0a upon completion of operations with 2nd Battalien, 4th
Marines. Company I designated Regimental Reserve with one plateen on fifteen
minute alert in accordance with lst Marine OF Order 343-66.

3. At 18204OH, Company Lp 3rd Battalien, 1st Marines observed a
native beat at vicinity ocerdinates BY 445176 firing at a C-130 aircraft.
Illumination was called, but upon arrival, nothing was abserved. The beet
apparently had left the area. On call fires for the area have been estab-
lished.
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L SQD SPAilRUi'J 2ll2S0 211635 510150 SEC/CA 
L s~ lU\IlLL 210i3l5 2lllh5 510150 soo/CA 
L SGU ROJUlJ 21J.4lo 211105 . ,10150 Sro/OA 
M sCD HAi1fK 210650 211llJS 487103 SEC 
M SQD IJl.ItK 211315 211145 487103 SEC 

NIUHT PATROLS It'011 2l:1AROii 1966 

UNIT SIZE l'WiE TOO TOI roD{Polt LAYOVE!jAUBUSH - - - --
e L SCJ) HAWK 212110 220150 Ja7144 SlOC; DROP ALIDE 

L SQD w1UHT nllALE 212315 2203$0 Sl7l54 SEC 
L SQD ALICE 212110 220800 . 477144 220015 ... 220715 
L SQD BAlmy 220110 220820 517154 220210 ... 220720 
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DAY PATROLS FOR 21 MARCH 1966

POD/POR LAYOVER/AMBUSHUNIT NAMESIZE TORTOD

SEC/CA211635 510150211250L SPARROWSQD
SEC/CA211145210315L 510150EAGLESQD

211410 SEC/CAL 510150211705ROBINSQD
211145M 487103210650HAWKSQD SEC
211745 487103M 211315LARKSQD SEC

NIGHT PATROLS FOR 21 MARCH 1966

POD/POR LAYOVER/AMBUSHUNIT SIZE NAME TOD TOR
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524089220500H&S SEALIONFT 211900 SEC
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HEADQUAETERS
3rd Battalien, 1st Marines

3rd Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO, San Francisco, 96601

3/SPC/wjw
19 March 1966

NARRATIVE SUMMARY - SITREP FOR PERIOD 182L00S TO 192400H

A. Contacts

1. At 1904158, the Sea Lion Patrol from BAS Company, 3rd Battalism,
1st Marines apprehended four Vistnanese as ourfew vielaters at vicinity
coordinates BT 490118. Identification papers were in order. Individuals
were released to Popular Forces in village of An Hai.

B. Miscellaneous

1. At 191630H, 3rd Battalion, lst Marines issued Frag Order 18-66
directing Company L to conduct a plateen reinfereed--to include a Pepu-
lar Forces element--search and destroy operation of *Fish Island" con-
tered vicinity coordinates Br 476125 to commence at first light 20
March 1966. It further directs that the Med Cap Team accompany plateen
and administer required medical assistance to the hamlet inhabitants.

2. At 191300H, Company L received a report from Vietnamese
civilians that three bests here apparently in difficulty at vicinity
coordinates BT 502153. Helicopter support was requested through S-3,
1st Marines. At 191700H, a Marine helicepter research one Vistnamese
and evacuated to B-Ned. Seven other Vietnamese, identified as being
from the island of Yuan Finh Thank centered at grid square BY 4315,
by the village chief of Ky Bes, were washed ashere. They required
limited medical assistance, which was administered and interregated
by the S-2, 3rd Battalien, 1st Marines concerning Inan Vinh Thank
and the VC located thereon, following which they were released to the
village chief of Ky Hea.
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:L -Pr~~O itOBni 
~ . 
. ~"" Sqd c~\9~J 
H Sqd FIueH 

Ultl'r SIZE £,UL~E --- ~ 
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DECLASSIFIED 

10,iiL!9JJ, 
201015 ... 201310 
200'1'30-201120 
2011JO~~201530 
2oon5··201420 
201345 2''\' ... I>(~ . ... v_Jt.+ 

Tor;/'I'OH 
-.--~-

.1:\) LYPOR 
~.~-

1,'i71H 
'~i • • 

510150 
5101,0 
M>1J.Ol 
ld710) 

POD/PUR 
---'Q~ 

4<f7144 
5101$0 
471111.4 
510150 
510150 
1.;37103 
L87103 
h3noJ 
honG) 
4t17103 
1~1:l71r)3 
S2h<)i39 

DECLASSIFIED 

S~Ill'!'itj! 
Sec1.l.rity· 

I6W07EIl!~JlBUSH 
~~~ .. --~ 

Socm:·tty 
S(IClU"ity - Drop Agnua 
2(21)~5~202Loo 
2103)0 .... 2106)0 
21Cl40-21071o 
Security 
Se(.."l.lrity 
SOC1.u.':t t,y 
a:tO:l.OO-21060Q 
210100-210600 
210100 ... 210600 
SG(furity 

DECLASSIFIED

CAY PATIELS FOR 20 MARCH 1966

LAYOVER/AMBUSHIND/PORTOD/TORUNIT SIZE RAMI

477144L 201015-201310ASHO SPARROW
L DXSRD 510150200730-201120

FTSQD ROBIN 510150201130-201530L
487103200715-2014,20M CROWSqd Security
437103201345-201740FINCHM Sqd Security

NIGHT PATROLS FOR 20 MARCH 1966

POD/PORTOD/TOR LAYOVER/ANDUSHUNIT NAMESIZE

2 477144210045-210350L sao Sqd Security
510150202250-210230CRUNGO-SQD Sqd Security net Drop AguusL

/him 2021.15-2024,00477144202045-210045FTL ALICE

18th SA.DYCAUEBSSD 210245-210715 510150 210330-210630L
FT FHR 210140-210710202250-210745 510150L AGRUS

437103202140-210315M BINNSTRO SecuritySqd
4871032021.0-210315M Sqd LARK Security
487103202140-2103153077170V SecuritySqd

FISQD 487103M 202400-210645 210100-210600BBA
ST SOD 2024,00-210645 487103 21.0100-210600M

210100-210600202400-21064.5 487103FPM
524069HIS SEA LIONFT 201900-210500 Security

DECLASSIFIED
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Ref:

(a)

Maps:

Vietnam,
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Vietnam
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III,

12
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ROOINCROW
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Maps$
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SEALION
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OCA

3160 #

SAUDY
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NARRATIVE SUMMUY.· 
l( 

B. Hiseelanseg 

DECLASSIFIED 

HEA.DQUABl'Eas 
.3H Ba.ttal1on,. 1st Man.. . 

.;)>>i lfarine Dins ion (Bala) ., . 
'PO, Baa Francisco I St66Ol. 

3/JTJ!wjw 
20 .M&reb :1966 

··$l!DP ~Oll mmOD 192400HfO I02200Ii .. · .. 
, 

... 

. 1. At 2003!O. S~3. U\Xar1DeS' adrisI4 3niJl'''aJ.1on,l$t 
Mar1nes. to be pre",* ~~ ~d.e· a COJ.l1llaUci c"up l.J'td two rein­
r4>rcea cempan1e, wS;tll'AC ·~ror iaed1.aie .p~eBt r01' 
combat operations by ~010'OH •. In add.itlon,3~ _'t.allon, 1st. 
Marines was dirtet., '.prftide one.: reiDt.reei platen 'With .. 
FAC . teD andartUl • .,. fQ tfta· and PRC-2$ ,. KAQ.)6. lq' iOO800H . 
to . be aapl07ei .. ..ftl"$. t,. torcefor 4.owlled. hell,e"~ antiL.,ether 
eont1cgency misli.(l)J,"", fB1e )llatoon 1s toe .. fl'tll. OM of tlJ,8 .. 

. two cOIIlpan1es pla.NOfl ~.f't. t11e Sparl'oW HaWk W.lolt sUs ... 
pended during ~a uen~· ... 

. 2. At 20(6)01:1, ,.). lit kine. ach'1$M jH .• 'ta:Ueri.·· 
lst. JJawlnes, to "~e~ U CIfO~ OJOON of alel'tect eap&n1~· 
to OPCON of, tied ...... ,,\alions aid t.o be pHp8!'culto ·asSU1ae 
OPCON of oles1&~,,", c.,.~e. OQ- ~n\er. . 

3. 1t.2101'-, tw. plat.ODS troll CQ ••• will.QROPOFOON 
to 1st Battal1oa. 4t1\ Hart_ tor let ••• ot &Q.12 aUtle14 . 
as 41rected Oy'S+3,'1St ~es at 201900L 

·0. Tra1g ...... ... .. , . 

. 1.· Formal. ,-.ifti",· e ••• cwcl Qr1ng t.Mr ·.ttk of lh Jlarch 
to 20 March .l~ tMlt'ei' ... tollov1aat 

COUBSi HOURS -

1 1 
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PDsOlm!L 
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DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalion, 1st Marines

UNCLASSIFIED 3rd Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO, San Francisco, 96601

3/JIJ/wjw
20 March 1966

SITREP FOR PERIOD 192400H TO 202200H

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

A. Contacts. Negative contacts during period.

B. Miscellaneous

1. At 200330, S-3, 1st Marines advised 3rd Battalion, 1st
Marines to be prepared to provide a command group and two rein-
forced companies with FAC teams for immediate deployment for
combat operations by 201030H. In addition, 3rd Battalion, 1st
Marines was directed to provide one reinforced plateen with
FAC team and artillery FO team and PRC-25 to MAG-36 by 200800H
to be employed as security force for downed helicopters and other
contingency missions. This platoon is to come from one of the
two companies placed on alert. The Sparrow Hawk mission sus-
pended during this alert.

2. At 200630H, S-3, 1st Marines advised 3rd Battalien,
1st Marines to be prepared to CHOP OPCON of alerted companies
to OPCON of designated Battalions and to be prepared to assume
OPCON of designated companies on order.

3. At 210730H, two plateons from Company M will CHOP OPCON
to 1st Battalion, 4th Marines for defense of MAG-12 airfield
as directed by S-3, 1st Marines at 201900N.

C. Training

1. Formal training conducted during the week of 14 March
to 20 March 1966 included the following:

PERSONNEL
HOURS ATTENDINGCOURSE

14 28Land Mine Warfare School,
Company A, 1st Engineer
Battalion

1

DECLASSIFIED
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. ,~ 

·/2:· 'SlBiiit'mottar .tcUolll will cOIIIJIl8nce cona.¢t of oftehour ... 
of gun drill da1:Q'oll Ko*1, 21 Karch. and Olle bwr ot class- .. 
room lElcture/QemoD8va~1'.'''ppl1cation morta1:" tR1u1.mg daily. . 
on TuesMy. 22 Karch 1966. At least.,o bours per ~ .. of gull 
drill will be co •• ," atld.&h~ • 

.•. 

. . : 

2 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

2. 81mm mortar sections will commence condact of one hour

of gun drill daily on Monday, 21 March, and one hour of class-

room lecture/demonstration/application
mortar training daily

on Tuesday, 22 March 1966. At least two hours per week of gun
drill will be conducted at night.

UNIVERSITYED

2
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DAY PATROLS FOR 23 MARCH 1966 

UNIT SIZE Nfu'1E TOD TOR PODlPOR IAYOVER/AMBUSH 

L FT SPARR<J.~ 230715 231150 51715L~ sEc/eA 
L FT EAGLE 230710 231145 517154 sEC/eA 
L FT ROBIN 231310 231545 517154 SEC/CA 
M SQD MARrIN 230640 231100 487103 SEC 
M SQD ORIOLE 231015 231550 487103 SEC 
I FT RAVEN 230645 231300 523099 230900 - 230930 

521f093 2311QO - 231200 
I FT FAlCON 230645 231200 523091 

523079 
I FI' CRANE 231245 231500 523091 231600 - 231700 

231400 - 231430 

e' NIGHT PATROLS FOR 23 fiT.A.P.GH 1966 

UNIT SIZE NAHE TOD TOR PODLPOR LAYOVERL.Al1BUSH 

L SQD CRO~J 232120 240145 517154 SEC 
L FT ALICE 240015 2h0740 477144 240115 - 240710 
L SQD SANDY 232050 240745 517154 232120 ; 240715 
L FT AGNES 2.40145 240745 517154 240215 - 240715 
L SQD \lIREN 232045 240115 477144 SEC 
M SQD DOVE 232015 240015 487103 SEC 
M SQD CARDHlAL 240045 240615 487103 SEC 
H SQD MYNA 232015 240015 487103 SEC 
H SQD DOT 232200 240330 487103 232230 - 240300 
M SQD CAroL 240130 240730 487103 240200 - 240100 
rvI SQD I-lAE 232200 240345 41:37103 232230 - 240315 
I SQD BUZZARD 231930 232300 522109 

e 523098 
I SQD BLACKBIRD 240100 2406}0 523091 
I SQD DAGMAR 232330 240430 522115 240030 - 240400 

522116 
I SQD PENNY 232305 240630 524103 240045 - 240600 

523098 
I SQD TEMPIST 232hOO 240500 523091 240100 - 240400 

523093 
I SQD FATTY 231930 232400 523091 232100 q 232300 
H&S FT SEALION 231900 240500 524089 SEC 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

DAY PATROLS FOR 23 MARCH 1966

LAYOVER/AMBUSHPOD/PORTORTODNAMESIZEUNIT

SEC/CA517154231150230715SPARROWFTL
SEC/CA517154231145230710EAGLEFTL
SEC/CA517154231545231310ROBINL FT

487103230640 SEC231100MARTINSQDM
487103 SEC231550231015ORIOLESQDM
523099230645 230900 - 230930231300RAVENI FT
524093 231100 - 231200

230645 523091231200FALCONI FT
523079

231600 - 231700231245 231800 523091CRANEFTI
231400 - 231430

NIGHT PATROLS FOR 23 MARCH 1966

POD/POR LAYOVER/AMBUSHUNIT NAME TOD TORSIZE

240145 517154232120 SECL CROWSQD
477144 240115 - 240710240740240015L ALICEFT

232120 C 240715240745 517154232050L SQD SANDY
240145 240215 - 240715240745 517154AGNESL FT

477144240115232045 SECL WRENSQD
487103240015232015 SECM DOVESQD
487103240045 240615 SECCARDINALM SQD
487103240015232015M SQD MYNA SEC
487103 232230 - 240300240330232200M DOTSQD

240200 - 240700487103240130 240730CAROLM SQD
232230 - 240315240345 487103232200MAESQDM

522109I 231930 232300SQD BUZZARD
523098

240100 240630 523091I BLACKBIRDSQD
240430 240030 - 240400522115I SQD DAGMAR 232330

522116
240045 - 240600240630 524103232305SQDI PENNY

523098
232400 240100 - 240400240500I 523091TEMPISTSQD

523093
232400I 523091PATTYSQD 231930 232100 e 232300
240500 524089SEALION 231900H&S FT SEC
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DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalien, 1st Marines

3rd Marine Division (Rain) FMP
FPO, San Francisco, 96602

3/SFC/rhe
21 Mar 1966

STREEP FOR PERIOD 2024,00H TO 212200H

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

A. Contacts. Negative.

B. Miscellaneous

1. it 211115H, S-3, 1st Marinee advised 3rd Battalien, 1st Karines to
prepare two reinferced rifle companies and a command group for immediate
deployment for operations in area to be designated; units to helilift from
MAG- Airfield at 211330H. Company % and Company X were alerted together
with Command Group Alpha. 3rd Flateon, Company I relieved two plateens of
Company M on Cha Lai airfield security daty. GO, 3rd Battalien, 1st Karines
with the S-3 departed at 211145# for briefing on operations. AS 211300H,
Connand Group Alpha, Company K and Company N, were at MAG-36 Airfield smaiting
helilift to area of operations. Subsequently, the lift commenced. At 211910H,
3rd Fisteen, Company I returned to this C.P. after being relieved by designated
elements of 7th Marines on Chu Ia1 Airfield and was designated Regimental
Reserve.
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1966DAY PATRONS FOR 25 MARGE

POD/POR LAYOVER/AIDUSTETORTODMADESIZEUNIT

521092251130 SEC250730SANDPORTFTI
251700 521092251200 SECRAVENFTI

521092251130 250830 - 251000250730DAGRARFTICauce
251800 522089251200LODAFTI

251330 - 251600521092
477144251415250910 SECSPARROWFTL
517154 SEC/CA251215250845LAGLEFTI,

517154251610251250 SPCROBINFTL
2506L0 487103251135 SECBLUEBONDSQDM

407103251815251350 SECREDBIRDSQDM
M
NIGHT PATROLS FOR 25 MARK 1966

KOD/FOR AYOVER/MEDISHTORTODNAMESIZEUNIT

260200 521092252000 SECBURZARDI SQD
260600 521092252300 SECFAIOUSSQDI
260600 5210922601.00 SECBLACKBINDI SQD

522009252/00 252100 ev 252230251930PETITYI SOD
477144260130252120 SECHANKL FT
517151260/10260230 SECSWILLIONSQDI
1,77741,260100 260200 as 260630260130ALICEITL
4773114260/10 260330 no 200610260230SAIDYI. iT
4771sis260230 252120 - 260010251915SQD AGRESI
467103 252225 DED 260600260/00252025BLRTFTM
487103260700 252125 ere 260600252025RHODY.FTM
487103360700252025 252125 and 260600KAZIEM FT
48720360700 252125 in 260600252025JULIAFTM
48710360700252025 252125 date 260600LILFTis

48/103250700252025 252125 - 260600SUSANITM
250500 58,08925 900 SECSEALIONH&S FT

MAG-36 DAY PATIOIS FOR 25 MARCH 1966

POD/TON LAYOVEN/AMBUSHTOD ZUPNAMESIZEUNIT

516112,0000 SEC8506302010-1MAG-36 SOD
51611250030 251200 SECMAG-36 SQD
51611251.00 SEC2512002010=3MAG-36 SQD
51611251/00251430 SECULU-4MAG-36 SQD
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HEADQUANTERS
3rd Battalien, 1st Marines.

3rd Marine Division (Rein) FMR
FPO, San Francisco, 96602

3/SPC/rhe
23 Mar 1966

SITNEP FOR PERIOD 2221,00H TO 232200H

NARRATIVE SUMPARY

A. Contacts. At 232100H vicialty coordinates at 488119 apprehendedone Vietneness male from In Xual (location unknown) for curfes violation.Descrepencies in identification papers observed. Individual taken to letAsffras Duttalion helding point. will forward to ITT tourrou.

B. Nincellaneous

1. At 230245H, S-3, let Marines advised 3rd Battalien, 1st Marines(Hear) that the Chu Lai Airfield was undergoing a martar attack. All 3rdBattalion, lat Marine units were alerted and placed on 100% alart. The 3rdPlateen, Company I, Regimental Reserve, was alerted and made properation forpossible deplayment. All patrels were elerted and ébacked for possible infor-nation relative to the mortar atteak, with negative results.

2. At 230500H, 3-3, 1st Marines advised 3rd Battalien, 1st Marines (Rear)to propere the Regimental Reserve Flateen for Search and Destroy Operations insouthwesters perties of TAOR, to commence at first light. 3rd Plateen, CompanyI, made preparations and commented operations at 230645H. The sectimetersparties of the TAOR was searched to the point of CORPOR boundary with 1stBattalism, bea Marines and 2nd Battalism, 4th Marines. The search and des-trey operation was concluded at 2310158 with negative results.
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DAY PATROIS FOR 26 MARCH 1966

POD/FOR LAYOVER/ANDUSHTORTODNAMESIZEUNIT

261215 5291.07260730FALCON SEGI FT
260845 2634.00 523092 SECRAVENI FT

525089261800261200 SEQCHANEI FT
477344261530261315 SECSPARROWL PT

SEC/CA5171542607LS 261220EAGLESQDI
261/15 261700 517154ROBINL 3RDFT

261020 487103260530STORK SEGM SQD
487103261425 261840GROW 520M SQD

260630 516112260900MAG-36 SQD ZUII-2 SEC
261200260830 516112MAG-36 SQD ZULU-3 SEO
261500 516112ZULU-4 261200MAG-36 SQD SEC
261800263430 516112MAG-36 SQD ZULU-1 SEC

NIGHT PATROLS FOR 26 MARCH 1966

POD/POR LAXOVER/AMBUSHTORSIZE TODNAMEUNIT

2624,00261900 523092 SEOGRANEI SQD
261930 5230922701.00 SECI BUZZAEDSQD

270600 523092262330I BLACKBIRD SECSQD
270545 523092270030I SINGRAVENSQD

477144270040262250I SECSQD HAWK
262315 51.7154261910I SWALLOW SEC GU DROP SANDYSQD

477744270040 27071.0 270120 - 270630L FT ALICE
270405 517154 262345 a 270250261910L SANDYFT

517154262315 272730 270110 - 270610I SQD AGNES
487103262020M 270100JAILBIRDSQD SEC

270445 467103270015M CROW SFCSQD
262045 487103 262115 or 262350270030M MARYFT

487103262045 262115 1 262350270030M ANDFT
487103 270115 $ 270615270030 270700M METKOFT
487103 270115 = 270615270030 270700SUMIKOM FT
524089261900 270500SEALIONFTH&S SEC

DECLASSIFIED



o 
~ 
H 
~ 
H 
CIl 
CIl 

~ u 
~I! 

I , 
i 

SF'.M~~tl~I.t; --/1!~ , .F"-.....w_--t_, ./'" ~ f' 
r- __ -N·1 t' '---....., \"\ Day F~trol tor 26 ;~e~ 1~66 

)1"tl 13;;:ttalion, 1st. ;i{axo:tnes e Chu L&i.\l Viet.nOOl 

ltcf r. (a) I'laps: Vietuam, 1 ~~03000$ Seri.':!s 1~1011l' 
Si1C'~tS 6151 II~ 67$7 :nIJj 675~f lY 

\ ! • \ <J\ \ I 
\.~\ R~ . T', J 0~A~L~ \t, 

e 

, , 

'~"'" ... \ \ 
.. )-rOR~ H +. 

It- i 

\O--;---!/~ \ l \ \,~~ 
\ ) 

,,/ 

\ 

41 

-

') Zvi''"'72
., ..l.. . ,~. ~ H 

:.J f .<¢'luI I 'Z ... t.'.P..::.:.LJ:9~! , 

5' 

e 

1 0 
.~ 

IH 
I~ 
. CIl 
I CIl 

Id 

I 

I 

! 

1 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

~ o 

SP
AR
RO
W

Ro
be

rt
Da

y
Pa

tr
ol

fo
r

26
Ma
rc
h

19
66

3r
d

Ba
tt

al
io
n,

ls
t

Ma
ri
ne
s

Ch
u

La
i,

Vi
et
na
n

Re
f:

(a
)

Ma
ps
:

Vi
et
na
m,

1:
50
,0
00
,

Se
ri
es

17
01
,

Sh
ee
ts

67
57

II
,

67
57

II
I,

67
57

IV
EA
GL
E

Zu
lv
2

TR
AN

SP
OR

TA
TI

ON

12

Zu
be
r3

53
ST
OR
K

th
e

10
CR
OW

FA
LC
ON

CR
AN
E

41

RA
VE
N



.-
. 
~
j
 

:'
 

~
 

. ,
 

~
 

• 
!:':

:l..
"--

';"
 

D
E

C
L

A
SS

IF
IE

D
 

8 

D
E

C
L

A
SS

IF
IE

D
 

, "
 

,,,
,J

,1
' 

0 :y
 

I=!
 

~\
 

!-'
> ... ~
 

!I
t 

¢ ~
 ~ 

"' ...
 

!~-
"3 

a 
.... "'"

 
.....

.. . ~ 
~
 

I:
r 

C
'!' 

"I
;)

 
C"

I' 
I'"

 
t:ll

 
d 

\-
" 

~
~
 

1-
'-

g, 
0 ~
 

a
l 

'" 
H

;j 
1

-' 
0 

!.u
 

~
 

~
 

~
 

N
 

0
\ 

j.'.
) :1 

~
 

'f-
.: 

is 
~ 

!X
l 

~
'
 

;-:t
1 
~
 

~
 

SW
AL
LO
W

HA
WK

Ri
gh

t
Ps
ur
ol
s

fo
r

26
Ma
rc
h

39
66

AL
IC
E

3r
d

Ba
tt
al
io
n,

1s
t

Ma
ri
ne
s

Ch
u

La
i,

Vi
et
um

SA
ND
Y

Re
f:

(a
)

Ma
ps
:

Vi
ct
oo
m

1:
50
,0
00
,

Se
ri
es

13
17
01
,

Sh
ee
ts

67
57

II
,

67
57

II
I,

67
57

IV
AG
NE
S

53

BI
LZ
AR
D

RE
PR
ES
EN
TA
TI
VE

to
RA
VE
A

MA
RY

AN
N

CR
OW

SU
MI
KO

09
BL
AC
KB
IR
D

ME
IK
O

46

CR
AN
E



! 
J 

~. 

( 

a· ••• 
DECLASSIFIED 

.Ar., ~ ...... \1._ 
. '.' .. 

...... . ' !1m!."!!!!! 

. ... 

. '1. :_ 1W3DI •. \1 .. irt, Q., ~c""ir )( &at c .. _·, . ......... ~ •. ,.,..~.u..ftIt ........... ,.... Cl.' .... . 
e •••• 1& •• _ .. to. \Uula." et ". JIM. 0 • .,..,. ,_ ....... .. _...w.I........ . . .' 

.. ILl6OCI, ......... ''''-It ~..,.. I ~ tw hi . 
• ~ .... ...."..~. _lUlu t_.~· .... "..w. . 
111~. __ ~ ..... .,. s-a, ·ld IfII'1RN,. .... . .. ' .,.. $_ e ...... ~ ... ft ...... "'1u.. .. tJltt" • ., 
IT" ............... If ~·bll1 __ , c ..... lt..,...,.. 
.1,7' JaIa ... "" ~. "~--. 0 ....... J. .. tM ulul·., 17 ... at 

. ~ .......... S1'1lS'L. . '., 

·.W an .... ~ It» __ .. w Wta11 ....... 
1 ...... tIdIOJl.· . 

'~. . . . 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalion, lab Marines

3rd Marias Division (Rein) FMF

FPO, San Francisco, 96602

3/SFC/rhe
24 Mar 1966

SITREP FOR PERIOD 2324,009 TO 242200H

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

A. Contacts. Negative

B. Miscellanevas

1. At 241330H, Command Group Aplha, Company M and Company K

returned to this C.P. upon completion of operation Texas. Company x

connected movement to the island of by Base Company x was designated

Regimental Reserve.

AS 2h1600X, 3rd Plateen (Rein), Company I departed for 2nd

Battalien, 4th Marines positions on Hill 69 for employment at that position
in accordance with verbel orders of S-3, 1st Marines.

As 241800s, Company M had resumed positions on the island of

Ky Year at visisity coordinates BY 487103. 2nd Platoon, Company L deported

Ky Zinan and at 241500H rejeined Company L on the island of Ky Hea as

visinity coordinates ET 517154.

2nd Flatson, Company M is designated Battelise Reserve

located at this C.P.
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DAY PATRULS JOB 27 MARCH 1966

POD/POR LAYOVER/ANDUSHSIZE NAME TODUNIT TOR

FT FALCON 270730I 523092271230 SEG
2714,00 - 271600271200FT 523092271700DAGMARI

FT 271.800I 271300 523092RAVEN SEC
270845 477144I, FT 271215SPARROW SEC

517154271645271250FTI EAGIE SEC
SEC/CA517154270750I ROBIN 271210FT

487103271500 271620M LARKson SEG
137103270715 271315M DOVESQD SEC

MAG-36 SQD 270630 516112ZULU=3 270900 SEC
MAG-36 SQD 270830 5161122010-4 271200 SEC
MAG-36 SQD 516112271200 271500ZUIL-I SEG
MAG-36 SQD 271430 5161122718002010122 SEC

NIGHT PATROIS FOR 27 MARCH 1966

POD/YORUNIT SIZE LAYOVER/ANBUSHTODNAME TOR

271945 280030 523092I SQD TEMPEST 272100 - 272300
I 260130SQD 272000 523092BUZZARD SEC

280015 260700I PENNYSQD 523092 280200 = 280600
280630280100I 523092SQD CRANE SEC

2800L0 477246I 280330HAWKSOD SEC
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280035 230450 437103M SQD DUCK SEC
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272345 487103271950M SQD HERON SEC
272045 487103280015FTM 272345 to 272330PAT
280050 487103260700M FT MAE 230150 - 280600

280500 524089H&S SEALION 271900 SEC
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MEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalisa, las Herings

3rd Marine Division (Reis) MY
FFO, San Francisco, 96601

3/SFC/wjw
25 Mar 1966

SITELP FOR PERIOD 2424006 TO 252200H

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

A. Contacts

1. At 250612M, at vicinity coordinates BY 522199, two hand
grenade beeby traps were deterated within the Junk Fleet Compound
resulting is fear RVN Bary WIAs. U.S. Nevy adviser net present
at time.

2. At 250950H, vicialty coordinates BY 487113, a MEDCAP Team
from Marine Air Centural Squadren-7 received two results of small
ayes fire fres unknown location. Fire was not returned. No friendly
casualties, Me enery casualties.

3. At 252100H, visinity coordinates ET 527105, a listening
pest from 1st Plateen, Company I had aR explonies approximately
tea maters is front of position, A patre) was involiately dis-
patched to aggressively search the area. to fire was returned.
No friendly casualties. No enemy casualties.

Miscellanoma, At 251600H, 2nd Plateen, Company K CHOP OFCOEB.
to 1st institution, bth Marines for designated duties as Chu Lai
Airfield Security.

PORTRER
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DAY PATROIS FOR 26 MARCH 1966

LAYOVER/ANDUSHPOD/PORTOD/PORMAIDSIZEUNIT

280745-201030523092/280645-201230DAGMARFTI
525090

280615-281700529099280715-261200PENNYFTI
Security523092281300-281800FALCONFTI

523092 Security281145-281830RAVENFTI
Security280630-281315 523092BUZZARDFYI

477114 Security251250-281550SPARROWFTL
517154 Security280810-281115EAGLESylI
517254261345-281650 SecurityROBINIfL

487103 Security280920-281730DOVESqdM
487103 Security280720-261315STORKSqd
487103 Security281020-281515WRENSqd

516112 Security280630-280900ZUIUMAG-36 Sqd
516112 Security280830-2812002UII-1MAG-% Sqd
516112 Security281200-201500ZULU-2MAG-36 Sqd
516112281430-281800 Security2010-3MAG-36 Sqd

NIGHT PATROLS FOR 28 MARCH 1966

PAYOVER/AMBUSHPOD/PORTOD/TORUNIT SIZ! NAME

282000-290015 523092 SecurityRAVENSqI
282045-282345201945-290045 523092PATTYSosI
290130-290545523092290030-290645LINDASry-I
Security523092282400-290630ORANESràI

Security/Isyover477114202315-290600HAWK1qdL
290200-2901.10
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282300-290030
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262310-290245517154281950-290415SANDYFTL

517154 290250-290610290150-290700AGNESSqdI

487103282350-290540 SecurityOWLSodM
437103281950-282315 SecurityBATSqdM

Security/Layover487103281950-280700BUZZARDSqdM
282300-290600

487103 290030-290630282330-290730ANNSqdM
282130-2821,00487103282030-290100DOTSqdM

524,089281900-290500 SecuritySEA LIONFTP.S

DECLASSIFIED



t:l 
tz:I 
() 

~ rn 
rn 
H 
h:j 
H 
tz:I 
t:l 

j \ 
I' 
I 

/ 

J \t;-, )1 

It 

p 

1) 

/ 
/' 

/J 

Night Patrols for 28 narch 1966 
/_ Ji~~I\/ .. ,., 

Ar.".~E.~ / 
:I'-- ,I? 
/i 

3d Battnlion, 1st Harinos 
Chu Lui, Vietnam 

""'~"""'~'" '~~7,/,·'-"r' 
/ " .Af .... / ~; -.-¥""' ..... 

L./ ALll..E;. 

/ 
~f"; f 

: 
i 

rlcf: (a) Maps: Vietnam, 1:50,000 Series 
L701, Sheets 6757 II, 6757 III, 
6757 IV /"",,\ 

--><,' -"'~'" . \ 
f ! 

' i J _ 
)- ' • .Ii~.A' ' ~,.. 

I cV""'''' ~ 

, 
i \I 
\' 
\ Sl\~~i 

~'" '\. 
~, 
\ 

C~OIU 

A J' 1, 
.. -'.... ~, .... >-~ I l /"'(,,,~/ , 

'-- ! r /---'\ ( \. ~J 
'"W L. '\ "! 

. r ! b (-\t, \. \ , , G,<J\N. ! ,{, , " \. '., 
I "'" '~, 
1 f I '-.. V, '" : 'I f, \ II. ... ," \ J 
' I I \ \ I ," i \ rr 0' ' ", / " u", __ 

I , 'v "\ fl,Tr, . I ,_' 
/ ! f / \. l \ '/ 

,f f f' /.-., " II ,f ' . ',. -', . .' l' t .. , ,,,.-f' __ ,-- /' " . ;{ \ 
l \, .,. ,. '( \ ),' i 
" ,,1/ '->- f '\ " I' ~'--,,,, s.,f.~~.! " .F , -'. '_~\ \. "j \\~ 

;r \~, \ \ \ ,'/ " , 

I tF '. \" ,_,' 'P. "~.",,,, . >-.'_ \ ~ '\ .16 '.,\ """ ll(\' r:i"-'~ "" "',1\, \"'';'l,, .00)., /"1 ~ , ~ 1\ "\" I j" I 
i "'~ I ' ! 

' \<"110 ", I I ~ "'>l'A \,~ 1 Ff , 
\, -,~ f Ji. I ""·~c 1 ' I;" , 

Jf~ :~ \. "__ -.J: 
\ V '7'~--;;C:" .. ~ \/ .t 
J >-
9 ,.,~ 
r. I'~~' 
'\~c~"'''-~~IIE:1V 

(eAT f 
+'"'" .~ ... , ~"',-.... ~;i :(£ 

ANN it;-
poT 

t:l 
tz:I 
() 

~ 
C/l 
C/l 
H 
h:j 
H 
tz:I 
t:l 

AGNES
Night

Patrols
for

28
March

1966
HAWK

3rd
Battalion,

1st
Marines

Chu
Lai,

Victnam
#

Ref:
(a)

Maps:
Vietnam,

1:50,000
Serios

III,

ALICE

L701,
Shoots

6757
II,

6757
SANDY

6757
IV

CROW

OWL

CRANE

PATTY

SEALION

BUFFANO
BAT

LINDA
to

ANN
DOT

RAVEN



o 
t:E:I 
() 

~ 
rn 
rn 
H 
t:I:j 
H 
t:E:I o 

II; 
l 

(\ 

,~, 

)~ 

Dny Patrols f-:;r 28 :Iarch 1966 

3rd Battalion, 1st Earincs 
Cbu Lai, Vietnam 

ltef: (a) Hnps: Vietnam, 1:50,000 SeriEls 
L701, Sheets 6'(57 II, 6757 III, 
6757 IV 

'" ,& 

~o/-'-' /' \ 

s-f/' '\,~ 
~. ~.~~'~,) A.. /T .".~,,-) 

VJ.\ \ 
,! '--"';1. ;" 

fJ '\ ./t,AJ 1!E.N 
~ , ' , 

'" .... ,,.. ~ •. ~." ...... ,~r~' J 
... -~<,-,., ..... ~.,...... ~<,..."" 

.,..'~-

,..f" 

,,~,,_/ I .. 
up,,/? -T- oB 

So 

, : ii>;1 :oS I ~.i''''~L; j ,~.,~_ ~:~"lh ' I~' _'. '~~:~~J.\;~-h Vi:. "!,t;~:"~-.o;:,' ;'tl"'''.:;;::'' I'f ;.~ .:t 

---t-~IY 
) 

5"4 

~\ 

~ f'6NNY 

i 

j 

o 
t:E:I 
() 

~ 
II rn d~ 

t:I:j 
H 
t:E:I o 

SPARROW
Day

Patrols
for

28
March

1966

14
3rd

Battalion,
1st

Marines
Chu

Lai,
Vietnam

EAGLE
Ref:

(a)
Maps:

Viotnam,
1:50,000

Series
54

L701,
Sheets

6757
II,

6757
III,

6757
IV

ROBIN

Z-2

RAVEN

STRIRKS

$
to

2-4

PENNY

WREN

BUZZARO

DOUE
08

DAGMAR

FALCON
50



• 

.lkW'In SUl!t'iAU 

A. C.-..U ..... '1 .. · . '. 

DECLASSIFIED 

- ~tQuurRl--
3ft JIIIttal,1 ••• -1ft JIari_ 

lri ~. Dl"ri.$1" {lela'.' . 
lfO, IJ.tta ,....1 ..... H601 -

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS
3rd Bettalien, 1st Marines

3rd Marine Division (Rein) IMP
FPO, San Francisco, 96601

3/3rc/wjw
26 March 1966

SITEEP FOR PERIOD 2524008 TO 2602001

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

A. Contacts. Negative.

B. Miscellaneous. At 261935M at vicinity bi 515118,
Detachment, 1st Amphibian Tractor Bettalion at the Give Lat Splash
Point observed 50 to 75 rounds of automatic waspens fire being
directed towards the village of San Lish at viciality coordinates
BY 505105. Source of fire was not a 3rd Battalian, 1st Marines
Unit. Company L was directed to dispatch a patrel to vicinity
coordinates BT 515118. In addition, the veterbora security patrol
was deployed to the same area. The two patrels made physical COR-
tact in the objective area and consented a deteiled search of the
area. In questioning the villagers, it was found that the fire had
originated fres a RVE Jeak Flast beat near the share. The U.S.
Nevy Adviser to the Junk Fleet was contacted and I nothing of
any firing by Jank Fleet beats. The vaterberse security patrel is
presently checking area of responsibility for Junk Flact beets and
personnal for possible information.

DEPLASTION
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DAY PATROLS FOR 29 MARCH 1966

POD/PORTORTODNAMESIZEUNIT

523092291200 SPC290700CRANEFTI
51809829170091200TEMPESTI FT
523092291730 SEC291230BOBWHITEFTI
525090
477144291610I991250 SEGSPARROWFTL
517154291145 SEO290815EAGLESQDL
517154291615291240 SEGROBINL FT
487103291840291515 SEXDOVEM SQD
487103291415290630 SEGGULLM SQD
510112290630 290900 SMIZIL-1MAG-36 SQD
516112290830 291200 SEOKULU-2MAG-36 SQD
516112291500291200 SECZULU-3MAG-36 SQD
516112291800291430ZULD-4 SECMAG-36 SQD

NIGHT PATIELS FOR 29 MARCH 1966

FOD/PORTORTODNAMES7ZZUNIT

525090300015291930PAULINE3QDI
523092
523092291915 300700CARDINALSODI

300615292400 523092SANDPIPERSQDI
$25090

300045 523092300700REBECCASQDI
477144300150292020 SECHAWKSQDL
57.7154300350292215 SIDSWALLOWSQDI
47744300150 300710 300ALICEFT.
517154300715 300292330L SANDYSQD
517154 3000300710292215AGNESFTL
487103300420292350M SECSQD HERON
487103300700M STOOLPIDGEON 291920 350SQD
487103292400291950M PATFT

300450 487103292350JANEM FT
487103292400291990BETTYM FT
487103300540292350 300SARAHM FT
524089300500291900SEALIONII&S FT SEX
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HEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalien, 1st Marines

3rd Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO, San Francisco, 96602

3/ABS/wjw
27 March 1966

SITHEP FOR PERIOD 262400H TO 272200H

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

A. Contacts. Negative.

B. Miscellaneous. At 271900H, 2nd Plateen, Company K CHOP OPCON
from 1st Battalion, 4th Marines to 3rd Battalien, 1st Marines.
Concurrently, 2nd Platson, Company X CHOP OPCOM to 1st Battalien,
4th Marines for designated duties as Giuu Lai Airfield Security.

C. Training

1. Fermal training conducted during the week of 21 - 27 March
1966 included the following:

PERSONNEL
HOURSCOURSE ATTENDING

14Land Mine Warfare School, 10
Company h, 1st Engineer
Battalien

2. 2nd and 3rd Sections of 81mm Mertar Flateen completed
respectfully five hours of instruction on 81mm mortar subjects
and six hours of gun drill.
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HEADQUARTERS
3rd Sestation, 1st Marriage

3rd Narime Division (Rain) Part

FFC, Sas Francisco, 96602

3/SPO/rhe
28 Mar 1966

SITEEP FOR PERIOD 2724008 TO 2022008

FARRATIVE SUMMARY

A. Contacts

1. At 2602001, vicialty coordinates NT 476134 the waterbarns security
petrol, *Sea Lion" sighted three YCS walking in water. YES were ordered to halt.
Challeage was disregarded, warning shot was fired and was continued to disregand
warning, three additional warning shots were fired. One TOB was hit by resociot
other tape escaped. Corponan treated wounded YOS and turned his over the B-Hed.
VCS had no identification papers. No friendly casualties. One wounded vos.

2. At 280235, vicinity coordinates II 530065 three TC fired tea rounds
at Company I positions when aballenged. Fire was returned with small arms and
automatic waspens. TO withdrew under fire to the north and west while continuing
to fire ea friendly positions with small arms and possibly one antenatis waspen.
Six hand greendes were Sturews into friendly positions. Ferty-one Shan Mertar
illumination rounds were fired in support. m friendly casualties. the essay
casualties confirmed,

3. At 280925H, visinity acordinabes E 412150, Company K received
six rounds of small area fire. Fire was returned with small arms. Every
fire ceased. No friendly casualties. No easy castaltise confirmed.

4. At 281005H, visinity coordinates NT 414159, Company K received
five rounds of small area fire. Fire was returned with small arms and
area was searched. No friendly casualties. No enery casualties confirmed.

5. At 281230H, visinity coordinates st 422161, Company K loasted
& cow abod with false floor. Inside were four VCS. They were ordered
out but refused to comply. One hand grocade was thrown into cave under
fleering. Gave was searched. Three sales and one female, believed to
be a VC muse found. Three VC were WIA. One TO KIA. WIAs were
evernated to B-Med. m friendly assualties. Captured equipment included
one TC medical record back, see greenish khald uniform, and a medicine
cashs. Equipment and decuments evacuated with energy casualties.

6. At 251,300H, visionty coordinates BY 426158, Company K appre-
bended four VCS found in well hidden tunnal complex. Tunnel was bloom
by engineers upon completion of search. YCS sufferent initial tactical
interregation and will be evecuated as transportation because available.

T. st 2813168, vicinity coordinates x 422158, Company K received
four rounds of small arms fire from visinity oserdinates BY 422157.
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with negative results. No friendly assualties. No enery casualties
confirmed.

B. Miscellaneous

1. At 2809158, Company K consenced search and destrey operations
on the island of Rea Zuan. Throughout the day, aggressive and thorough
search and destrey operations were carried eat. Enedy contacts and re-
salts are as cited in paragraph A. above. At 281630H Company K estab-
lished Command Pest for the night at vicinity coordinates BY 435160.
Front lines were established from BY 434160 to 436160 to 435161 to
435159. Company K intends to conduct extensive and comprehensive patrol
actions within their assigned TAOR.

2. At 281700H, Company K had two personnel step in a punji
stake pit at vicinity coordinates BT 434161. One such evacuated. One
man not evacuated.

2
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U

HEADQUARTERS
3rd Mattalien, 1st Marines

1st Marine Division (Rein) PMF
FPO, San Francisco, 96602

3/JTJ/wjx
29 March 1966

SITEKY FOR PERIOD 282400H TO 292200H

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

A. Contacts. Negative.

B. Missellaneous

1. At 2023008 as coordinates #6 439155, Company & ambush,
during company (reinforced) operation on Mas Team (Getd Square
4315), opened fire on movenest to rear of ambught During sen-
fusion, tare members of wabush were hit by eara fire. Casualties
were evacuated by belieepter to B-Mad for treatment.

2. At 290045H, 1st Marines directed 3rd instalian, 1st
Marines to provide a compand group and see company to assume
2nd Battalien, 7th Marines TAOE due to deployment of 2nd Bat-
talien, 7th Marines. Accordingly, Goumand Group Brave and
Company I were directed to prepare for movement to 2nd Battalian,
7th Marines TAOR. Company K was directed to cesse operations
and to retract from the island of lies Inon at first light in
order to relieve Company 1 in maening security positions on by
He Penissula. Command Group Brave and Company I connenced
movement to 2nd Settalion, 7th Marines Dousand Feet at 290630N
and completed movement prior to 290910H. Company K completed
retraction to Ky Na Peninsals prior to 2908458 and assumed
responsibility for designated security positions.

3. At 2920158, Company X security patrel Fealing, advancing
southwest on the trail at accentizates as 522087, Scooutered
a advanting done the trail toward the patrel. The
point of the patrel fired two rounds. The individual was hit
by shrapmel from the headLight of the bisycle be was riding.
the was later identified on a local sillager and Popular Forces
member. life was taken to 3rd Buttalien, lot Marines MAS and
treated for scrapmel wounder No was later taken to 8-Ned for
I-Bay, but was in good condition.
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DAY PATHOLS FOR I APRIL 1966

UNIT SIZE NAME POD/PORTOB TOR LAYOVER/AMBUSH

FALCON 010735FTK 011215 529107 SEC
010840RAVENK ET 011400 533092 SEC

If 011210CRANE 011830 525089 SECi
011620011410FTI ROBIN 477144 SEC

010815 011135JAYI SQB 517154 SEC
011250 011545L SWANFT 537154 SEC

STOOLPIDGEON 010810 011200M FT 437103 SEC
M 011020CROW 011510IT' 487103 SEC

011235JAILBTRA 011815FT 487103M SEC
MAG-36 SQD 0106102010-1 010930 516112 SEC
MAG-36 SOB 010905 516112011210ZULU-2 SEC
MAG-36 SQD 2010-3 011435 516112011720 SEC

NIGHT PATROLS FOR i APRIL 1966

POD/FORTORNAMEUNIT LAYOVER/AMBUSHTODSIZE

011910 012400K ORANE 523092SOP SEC
011935K 020330BUZZARASQD 523092 SSC

020615K BLACKBIRD 012340SQD 523092 SEC
K 020035SCB 020540RAVEN 523092 SEC

SOD 012145L EAGLE 020250 477114 SEC
SCD 012115J. HAWK 020420 517154 SEC
FT 012020 020540RUTHL 477144 012050 = 020010

JULIE 010240SQBL 020710 517154 020345 == 020630
I FT 012120HAZEL 020735 517154 020015 = 020550

SQ(()M 012335 020550CROW 487103 020200 - 020300
SQD(-)M 011925WREN 020140 487103 03.2200 - 012300
FT 012040M 020310MARY 487103 012120 one 020100

M FT 020035 020605ANN 487103 012130 - 020530
020015M 020610FT BOT 487103 020045 = 020515

EVAM 012335CAROL 020535 4,87103 020015 - 020445:-
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HEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalien, 1st Marines

1st Marine Division (Rein) FHF
FPC, San Francisco, 96602

3/SPC/wjw
30 March 1966

SITREP FOR PERIOD 292400H TO 302200H

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

A. Contacts. Negative.

3. Miscellaneous, At 300,300H, Command Group Brave and Company I,
after being relieved of responsibility for 2nd Mattalion, 7th Marines
TAOR, returned to this Command Past. At 3004308, Company I immedi-
ately connected relief of security positions marmed by Company K
on Ky da Peninsula, In addition, Company I assumed responsibility
for Sparrew Hawk mission stationed at MAG-36 sinfield.

Company K, after being relieved of Ky Ha security mission by
Company I, was designated Eaginental Reserve with one reinforced
rifle plateen on fifterp-diate alert status for employment, on
order, as security for disabled helicepters.
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HEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalieu, 1st Marines

let Marine Division (Seta) FRE
FPO, San Francisco, 96602

3/3PC/mjw
31 March 1966

SITNEP FOR PERIOD 3024,00H TO 312200H

ILLERATIVE SUMMARY

A. Contacts. At 3104155. at vicinity coordinates If 524093, a
security post of MS Company observed an unidentified individual
outside the protestive wire. The individual was shellenged and
immediately took evasive action. The sentry fired tare rounds
of small arms fire with negative results. No friendly casualties.
No ensing sesualties.

a. Kissellaneous

1. At 311120H, 3-3, let Marises advised 3rd Battalion, lat
Marines to be prepared to provide, on order, are reinforced rifle
company for relief of Company C, 1st Battalion, 44b Marines as
Cha Lai Airfield Security. Company K was alerted and innotiately
commenced preparations for compliance with the above. This
mission was subsequently cancelled.

2. At 311300H, 3-3, 3rd Mattelion, let Marines attended
& meeting with Chra Lai Tital Area Defense Coordinator. At this
meeting, 3rd Battelies, 1st Marines was relieved of security
responsibility for the Ky Ha Peniasula by Battalion,
1st Marine Division security elements. 3rd Delialion, 1st Narines
retains responsibility for security of the Cha Last Sand Hamp,
Sparres Hawk Mission, and defensive positions in and about the
Sattalion perimeter.

3. At 311600H, Headquarters Battalion, 1st Marine Division
security elements commenced relief of Company I positions on Ky
Na Peniasala. Belief of lines was completed by

4. Company I - designated Regimental Registrate with 1st
Fisteen, Company I on fifteen minate alert adidas for employ-
mont, on order, as security element for halicopters.

DECLASSIFIED
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, ,HEADQUARTERS ,,',,', ,:,~': ',.,: 
3rd Battalion" '1st J1ah,~e~ ,": ':' ' _, 

3rd Marine D:i:v.Lsion' (Re:fn},~:FMF <:: ,'"" 

FPO" sanFru,~~~sC,o'~~':,:~~92.'",: :::"::)J/~F/~C,r 
',' :, ":", " "; ,:"t' '3100 ' ; ~,,: 
;, "","":>,, ;<::::::j~>~arc~"c1966 

From:'" 6,~~a:;ndingoiiicer< ': ~"; , . ~~'~'.~'~~~~::::( < '~' /:', ,>:':. ,,', 
To: Gommanditlg General,Ta~krClr.~e. p~l~a·':.', " 

, Subj : Combat OPerat1oh~'~ Aftd~' '~c~ii~~' :Re~b~~'::.;, " 
Rei: (a) 3rd ;M<.lrine DivisionOrd€r,:.3i~.iB:':·':- "~'\'>~" ";" 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

." :' 

. ,: t ,-' ;",' ~. ( .~: ~ .; :., ~.~~.~ ~~ ~ ::":.' •. ', '" ~._ •. _~'\ )~~::~::: .:._':'~>, ,~.~ .~,' ' .. "; ~;. 
Code Name ~ 'OperatiqhuTAH,(Sear~fl{ anq.'JP€:str0Y,Qpe,rat'ion).-

,':; , : "', ~ " ,:: : : ,'",r::,:;;:" <." ::::;: "..' ':::'; " ' 
Date of Operation._ 041500H'';; 071{?30I{M51rch J966.' ',<. 

Location; Quang !lga~ fr6~i.de;'~~~1~~:9f:i~~~~: •. 
-.;' '. ;: .,;,'; ""~' \ . :,' .. ' .: , ". '':~'' 

Command!i..ciadq~;rt€·rs 
., .. ' 

" J' .... ,'. ' ,_', ' •• 

'. '.' 

, " 

3rdBattalion, ,1st ~~arines +~'(;'''''1 J' ';'J' .. IV~\...I . t • R~ YOUNG 

Company I, ~rd &ttalion, 1st Mari.nes 
", 'f" .~ ... ,'<:':! (\ ~~. 

Capt ~.B. ;LECKY 

Company K" 3rd Battalion!::~~t;~1~:r'in~,~, ",,~" ,.?apt, L~ H.,.(}()NZALES 

Company ,L, 3rdJEattal'ioh" rst'Mar:tnii~.i;',;,,:,,:,> ::'istlJt S. ~~. GREGORY 
~ . ~: .• ~ .~ ~"" : .. ';: 1 "~" ': \ ;' .~'~: "':': '-~'l ::' .' .~ :,:;,;\". " ,', .•• , >'.. ~, 

Company H, 3rd Battalion,' l$t 'Marihe~<[~ "; .,--:"Capt' ,C~ W. LATTIW 
\. . ' :~ .... :. -'~\ :-/ : ',.~.> .. ~'" ~, ;' .:. ': . 

Task Organization. "(Upon, coinmencknEnt,9t Ope'~~:t'~bn$), ,::, , ' 
~. : L.', ~ . ,:.: ;.'. ";".; •• '-:: ..••.. • \:y .. ~.~.:/{ .. ;~~ <' .. '~, .~.:.._.:.~. 

3m Bn, 1st Mar (,..) . , "Lt'Coi- YOUNG' , 
.\ : ' . 'c· " 

"Co~I ,(Rein);"" ':r' ~ '~, ',~;',: 
Co I 

'" Det:j 11&5'Co'; 
1st Sec, Blmm Mortar Plt, 

, :' ~ Det'~'l-ied, PU':· ' ":;, :;:');', ,'." ;' 
FOTm, BtryC', ;lstEn, ,11th Mar' 

t: c;':i·." (He i~') ',' : i:',': ~ :;\',; < "',, , , ;; ,',); 
Co' K,-::,: f: " ",' , ':;' 

"'ri~t~'H&s Co.'" .,' .-

.. "qap~<GONZA~ 
):.~:~ .. :_,:t~~( .' ': ' .. 

" 2""'.1 ,S·"" '81' M" 't 'm't' ,1",", 'UU eei" rom or a.r"", .... , 
, , " Det,Med'Plt " ,; 

:"-';:~;!,< FO:.;TJIlj ,atry,:;:c, l.st Bn, 11th· Mar 

. I, . 

",',1 .• ' 

." ' 
. ',! ' 

:.·';:;':;:'·,<;:'i·~~'.,' ' ~" 
, " ,,~. . 
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HEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalion, 1st Marines

3rd Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO, San Francisco, 96602

3/WDF/rhc
3100
11 March 1966

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding General, Task Force Delta

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report

Ref: (a) 3rd Marine Division Order 3100.1B

1. Code Name. Operation UTAH (Search and Destroy Operation).

2. Date of Operation. 041500H - 071830H March 1966.

3. Location. Quang Ngai Province, Republic of Vietnam.

4. Command Headquarters

3rd Battalion, 1st Marines 56001 J. R. YOUNG

Company I, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines Capt T. B. LECKY

Company K, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines Capt L. H. GONZALES

Company L, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines 1stLt S. H. GREGORY

Company M, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines Capt C. W. LATTING

5. Task Organization. (Upon Commencement of Operations)

3rd Bn, 1st Mar (-) LtCol YOUNG

Co I (Rein) Capt LECKY
Co I
Det, H&S Co

1st Sec, 81mm Mortar Plt
Det, Med Plt

FO Tm, Btry C, 1st Bn, 11th Mar

Co K (Rein) Capt GONZALES
Co K
Det, H&S Co

2nd Sec, 81mm Mortar Plt
Det, Med Plt

FO Tm, Btry C, 1st Bn, 11th Mar

L
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CoL (Rein) 
Co L 

I,' , 

........... 

lsttt' OREGORY 

Det, H&S Co . 
;, "', 

.' 

3rd Sec, 8lnim Mortar :Plt : 
Det, Med Plt , " 

.. 1st Sqd, Jrd PIt, Co A, 1st' :Engr'lln' ~ 
. FO Tm, Btry C, 1st Bn, J:1t~ Mar"'.~ _ ": . 

. ,;, ...... ;:i < .. 
Co * (Rein) 

Co M 
; .' '.~ ,"Capt LATToo . :, 

Det, H&S'Co 
FAC Tm' '. '" .... 
4th Sec, B1mm Mortar P1t 
Det, Me<;l Plt . . 

2nd Sqd, Jrd Plt, Co A, 1st Engr Bn 
FO Tm, Btry C, 1st BtJ., 11th Mar' . 

, ',.) 

", 
" .. 

6. Sup~ort~ng Forces. "Forces u"i1i~ed .. in.:support. 01' 3rd" Batt~ion, 
1st Mannes; during Operation UTAH included:, the . £ol~owing: . 

" . 
'. • j , ',' :: • \ ,.'. ~' .' • i' ~ -;, . c ," I' ":.. ~ , 

a. MAG--:36 provided twenty-eight helicopters for lift of Command 
Group Alpha ,o;nd two reinforced rifiG<Q:Qrtr!xmic;s,and. one : company ',(minus) 
from loading zone vicinity coordina tss J'i'S56052 to . landing zone 
vicinity coordinates BS554875. The commitment 'which was :initiated by 
Task Force Delta, was an immtd:Late request and was . [lot prepl;mned. 
At,041310H, .after receipt of v3rbal frag orde~ fro~Task Force 'Delta, 
liaison was effected with MAG-36, ur..d L-Hour,wh~ch Task Force Delta 
hlld directed to be as soon as possible, was '€stabltshedas .041500H 
duc·to'thef'a.c:t- that sui'ficie.nt helicopters,wo1l1d not be avaUabl& 
prior to that time. The helllitt was' ex~cllted successfully and without 
incident·, and. the humber of helicopters available' did provide for a 
rapid build .. up in the la ndihg zone.' '. ' " 

. b. The only other major. helicopter . su~po'rf proY.1diid· \laS' for 
retraction from the ·area· ot operat1on$ to Chu Ld' wh1chwas conducted 
in two echelons. The first commenCing at 071300If when Company I and 
Company K. were retracted, and the ·se,cond. commencing at 071800H when 
Command Group Alpha and Compaqy-M were retra~ted. Again" the number 
of helicopters was sufficient; they arrived on schedule; and the lift 
'Was successfUlly executed. . ". ' 

c. In addition to the' hdicopters required'. for the major lifts, 
extensive use was made of helicopters for medical '€vacuationand re. 
supply during Operation UTAH; Almost Withput. exception, 'the support 
provided was more than satisfactory. ·The sole probleM developing 

. from isolated ~instances wh~r.e in r.esuPPly.h·eliC~p:t€rs, . either .'lS a ' 
rEsuit 'of being misii.n£ornled· ·asto· reqUesting: 'u.nit> or" misinformed as 
to, correct cO,ordinates of requesttng' .u'ni-v., insisted -!:>n orbiting the 
Battalion Comma.ndPost at night which, as a natural consequence, 
tended to comprQrnise the,' Battalion' Command Pos't.· 'Specif'ic~noteworthy 
items' concerning helicopter support inelUded:'~" ' ., . . 

,\. "r 

.:~ . ',. 
;.,' , 

,,' .' ,':; _"~L 
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Co L (Rein) 1stLt GREGORY
Co L
Det, H&S Co

3rd Sec, 81mm Mortar Plt
Det, Med Plt

1st Sqd, 3rd Plt, Co A, 1st Engr Bn
FO Tm, Btry C, 1st Bn, 11th Mar

Co M (Rein) Capt LATTING
Co M
Det, H&S Co

FAC Tm
4th Sec, 81mm Mortar Plt
Det, Med Plt

2nd Sqd, 3rd Plt, Co A, 1st Engr Bn
FO Tm, Btry C, 1st Bn, 11th Mar

6. Supporting Forces. Forces utilized in support of 3rd Battalion,
1st Marines during Operation UTAH included the following:

a. MAG-36 provided twenty-eight helicopters for lift of Command
Group Alpha and two reinforced rifle companies and one company (minus)
from loading zone vicinity coordinates 30556052 to landing zone
vicinity coordinates BS554875. The commitment which was initiated by
Task Force Delta, was an immediate request and was not preplanned.
At 04131OH, after receipt of verbal frag order from Task Force Delta,
liaison was effected with MAG-36, and L-Hour, which Task Force Delta
had directed to be as soon as possible, was established as 041500H
due to the fact that sufficient helicopters would not be available
prior to that time. The helilift was executed successfully and without
incident, and the number of helicopters available did provide for a
rapid build-up in the landing zone.

b. The only other major helicopter support provided was for
retraction from the area of operations to Chu Lai which was conducted
in two echelons. The first commencing at 071300H when Company I and
Company K were retracted, and the second commencing at 071800H when
Command Group Alpha and Company M were retracted. Again, the number
of helicopters was sufficient; they arrived on schedule; and the lift
was successfully executed.

C. In addition to the helicopters required for the major lifts,
extensive use was made of helicopters for medical evacuation and re-
supply during Operation UTAH. Almost without exception, the support
provided was more than satisfactory. The sole problem developing
from isolated instances where in resupply helicopters, either as a
result of being misinformed as to requesting unit or misinformed as
to. correct coordinates of requesting unit, insisted on orbiting the
Battalion Command Post at night which, as a natural consequence,
tended to compromise the Battalion Command Post. Specific noteworthy
items concerning helicopter support included:

2 L
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(1) . Rnpid evacua~io.n, of medical emergencies both day and night. 
, ' , 

(2) 'Less dependence on landing lights at nigllt. 

(3) Use of loadmasters to assist battalion HST personnel in 
organizing loading zone. 

d. In additioo' to helicopter support, close air 'and artillery 
were utilized to prepare the Battalion .objective vicinity coordinates 
BS555837 on the morning of 6 Februa~'. This included an intense two 
and one-nalf hour combined air and attiller" preparation. Marking 
rounds were fired by the artillery to mark the target area for the mr 
strike. As the air strike lifted, artillery fire was directed into 
the target area, with more than eighty rounds being fired on the ob­
jective with good accuracy. Close air ran a total of six sorties and 
delivered fifteen 250-pound bombs, seventy-six '2.75-inch rockets, and 
fifteen napalm bombs. The air strike which was prepl:aonedwas requC'sted 
over tbB tactical nir request net; the reaction time was satisfactor,y; 
however, the attack vJaS characterized by a 40% failure in napalm to 
ignite, and the attack could only be rated as 50% effective. In regards 
to this massive preparation of the objcc:tiye, it should be noted that 
fortification and entrenchments in thG r)b:;<>'~tive area were not destroyed 
and, in fact, were not apPrt'ciably clf} .... ,;;>;,\. 

7. Intelligence 

a. Enemy Forces Anticipated in Objective Area. Initial intelligen.-:: 
received via land-line communications from 1st Marines indicated that 
a hElicupter and a fixed wing airplane were down Vicinity coordinates 
BS538818 and that the area was under intense hostile fire. This in­
telligence was received atlOID on 4 Harch. At 1020, a second qommuni­
cation from 1st l'l.arines indicated that an estimated VC battalio!i:was 
believed to be located in grid square 5482. This was the intelligence 
picture ''1hen the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines commenced lifting oilt from 
Chu Laito the objective area. 

b. Enemy Forces Actually Encountered 

(1) General. Command Group Alpha, Company L, Company M, and 
Compa:ny I (-) landed in lanJing 2.onevicinity coordinates BS554873" 
Companies L andN immediately moved intI?' assigned blocking positions I 

and held those positions throughout tbo nigbt. No enemy contact was 
reported during this period. COrmnencing at first light on 5 March, 
Companies Land M started a southward advance making contact with enemy 
units vicinity coordinates BS5558)8 and 552838. This contact was main-' 
tained throughout the day and into the night when the va forces broke 
contact. 

(2) Strength. Based on €xamination of uniforms, captured 
docU!n6nts, rreapons, and interrogation of unit commanders, NCOs, wounded 
Marines" and civilians living in the area, it is estimated that the 
enemy forces consisted of one battalion, comprising both PAVN and Main 
Force ·VC, troops~ Weapons included heavy and light machineguns, 82mm 
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(1) Rapid evacuation of medical emergencies both day and night.

(2) Less dependence on landing lights at night.

(3) Use of loadmasters to assist battalion HST personnel in
organizing loading zone.

d. In addition to helicopter support, close air and artillery
were utilized to prepare the Battalion objective vicinity coordinates
BS555837 on the morning of 6 February. This included an intense two
and one-half hour combined air and attillery preparation. Marking
rounds were fired by the artillery to mark the target area for the air
strike. As the air strike lifted, artillery fire was directed into
the target area, with more than eighty rounds being fired on the ob-
jective with good accuracy. Close air ran a total of six sorties and
delivered fifteen 250-pound bombs, seventy-six 2.75-inch rockets, and
fifteen napalm bombs. The air strike which was preplanned was requested
over the tactical air request net; the reaction time was satisfactory;
however, the attack was characterized by a 40% failure in napalm to
ignite, and the attack could only be rated as 50% effective. In regards
to this massive preparation of the objective, it should be noted that
fortification and entrenchments in the objective area were not destroyed
and, in fact, were not appreciably affected.

7. Intelligence

a. Enemy Forces Anticipated in Objective Area. Initial intelligenc
received via land-line communications from 1st Marines indicated that
a helicopter and a fixed wing airplane were down vicinity coordinates
BS538818 and that the area was under intense hostile fire. This in-

telligence was received at 1010 on 4 March. At 1020, a second communi-
cation from 1st Marines indicated that an estimated VC battalion was
believed to be located in grid square 5482. This was the intelligence
picture when the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines commenced lifting out from
Chu Lai to the objective area.

b. Enemy Forces Actually Encountered

(1) General. Command Group Alpha, Company L, Company M, and
Company I (-) landed in landing zone vicinity coordinates BS554873.
Companies L and M immédiately moved into assigned blocking positions
and held those positions throughout the night. No enemy contact was
reported during this period. Commencing at first light on 5 March,
Companies L and M started a southward advance making contact with enemy
units vicinity coordinates BS555838 and 552838. This contact was main-
tained throughout the day and into the night when the VC forces broke
contact.

(2) Strength. Based on examination of uniforms, captured
documents, weapons, and interrogation of unit commanders, NCOs, wounded
Marines, and civilians living in the area, it is estimated that the
enemy forces consisted of one battalion, comprising both PAVN and Main
Force VC troops. Weapons included heavy and light machineguns, 82mm
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and 6Qnm mprtars, S7mm recoilless rUles, submachineguns, rilles, 
pistols and grenades. 

. (.3)' Disposition. Enemy forces were depioy~d in dept~ around 
. two hills loca£ed at BS$,2836 and 556838. . .. , . ' .. 

(4) Personnel and Equipment Losses . 

. . (a) . Perso.nnel 

VC KIA .(Coni'irmed) 

., VO KIA (Possible) 

vee 
. VCS 

vce WIA 

VO WIll. (Possible) 

101' 

109 

o 

·2 

2 

12 

(b) Wepp0>l3 and 1'1c'jor 1!,:::lrL:; Of Equipment . 

CHICOM LigM H~chinogun 3 

ORICOM Reav3,Machinggun 1. 

51mm iiecoUlesa Rifle 1 

82m Ivlortar (tube) 1 

60mm Mortar (baseplate),- , 1 
.. '" \'\, 

.;:. t CRICOM Submat:rhinegun (assault carbine)·· 12 

CRICOM Rif'le ' 1 

CJ:[ reOM Pistp1 2 

,CH:rcOM Grenades· 53 

Power Unit (Possible detonating deV1cs) 1 

Typ€writer 1 
"_.J 

c. Terrain 

. (1) ·Cover and Concealment. Outstanding from,en€t1:\.Y point of 
view and fair from·fri€n~ troops point of view. An extensive cave, 
bunker and trench-'!1etworkplus bamboo fences, :sugar cane, trees alld. 
rolling terrain afforded best·possib1e cover and concealment. . ' . 
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and 60mm mortars, 57mm recoilless rifles, submachineguns, rifles,
pistols and grenades.

(3) Disposition. Enemy forces were deployed in depth around
two hills located at BS552836 and 556838.

(4) Personnel and Equipment Losses

(a) Personnel

VC KIA (Confirmed) 101

VC KIA (Possible) 109

oVCC

2VCS

2VCC WIA

VC WIA (Possible) 12

(b) Weapons and Major Items of Equipment

3CHICOM Light Machinogun

1CHICOM Heavy Machinegun

57mm Recoilless Rifle 1

82mm Mortar (tube) 1

60mm Mortar (baseplate) 1

CHICOM Submarhinegun (assault carbine) 12

1CHICOM Rifle

CHICOM Pistol 2

53CHICOM Grenades

Power Unit (Possible detonating device) 1

1Typewriter

C. Terrain

(1) Cover and Concealment. Outstanding from enemy point of
view and fair from friendly troops point of view. An extensive cave,
bunker and trench network plus bamboo fences, sugar cane, trees and
rolling terrain afforded best possible cover and concealment.

4
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(2) Ob.5tacl~s. No sUbstantial man-made obstacles were en­
countEred although the hill located viciriitycoordinat~s BS5528)8 was 
extensively mined witb various anti-personnel deviGes. No puQji 
stakes were found. ' " . . . 

(3) Critical Terrain Features. The: largehiJi ioeatedat 
BS552838 and the small hill at 00559838 dominated' the .battlefield. . . ~. 

. ' (4) Observation and Field's of Fire,_.· outsta~d1ngobserVation 
was afforded the enemy from the bills:noted :in subpa,ragraph 3.c, abov~. 
FiElds of fire wer~ laid enfilading approaches to tqeVC posHia.ns 
along bamboo fences and hedge .:rows. Friendly observation was masked. 
by these same fences and tree cover. in the ·area •. Friendly long-range 
observation from hills vicinity coordinaies'BS~~08ha and 566849 was 
good.' ." , '. 

(5) Avenues of Approach. Because of the disposition of .p't"iendly 
units, the avenues of approach into·the objeCtive on 5 March were limited 
to tbe trails and open area to the North.' By moving on foot, and .-carry­
int minimum eCluipment, the terrain presente.d noobsta'cl.es and movement wa$ 
rapid and relatively easy. . 

d. Other. Villagers interrogate<! on 6' and 7 March· indicated that 
approXimately 100 VC c1tered the~.rsa ,)01'~ month ago and started ~ntren­
ching tb6 area. This Getachrr.c::-r; 1.E''': after about ten days: but. the vc 
rGturned on 27' February in fopee '" ,,(1 resum€d defens:lv~ preparations •. 
A detailed search of the battJ.::-!ioLi on 6 and 7 Narchrevealedfive 
individual graves. It is. believbd t~:lat· mass burial of va bodies was 
accomplished in two deep tunnels wbich had been filled-in., . Bodies 
littering battlefield on 5 March were missing·on 6 ,March. 

, ": 

8. Mission 

a. The initial mission assigned to 3rd Battalion, 1st Harilles 
was established in a f:rag order' received from Task Force Delta' by . 
land-line commUnica~ions. Specifically, it assigned the folloWing 
mission: .. ' . . . 

(1) .Commence belilii'tof two companies apd ~ommand group 
as soon as possible. 

(2). After lanclingip zone, vicinity coordinates:OO 554875, 
establish blocking positions 'north of east-wes:t grid lifle 85. 

L-liour. 
(.3) Coordinate witt i'1AG-,38 for helil'ift and to 'establish 

',. '. . . ", 

b. Subsequent tc.: rE;ceiptof the'aforem~ntioned trag. order, 
Commanding Qeneral, Task F9rce Delta arrived' )rd Battal.i,on, 1st 
HnrinesCommand ppst briefed th.e Commanding Officer,. 3rd Battalion; 
1st Marines, on the disposition of friendly forces a-ndauthorized·· 
the commitment 'of an aJditional rifle company_ •. .' ' .. 
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(2) Obstacles. No substantial man-made obstacles were en-
countered although the hill located vicinity coordinates BS552838 was
extensively mined with various anti-personnel devices. No punji
stakes were found.

(3) Critical Terrain Features. The large hill located at
BS552838 and the small hill at BS559838 dominated the battlefield.

(4) Observation and Fields of Fire. Outstanding observation
was afforded the enemy from the hills noted in subparagraph 3.c, above.
Fields of fire were laid enfilading approaches to the VC positions
along bamboo fences and hedge rows. Friendly observation was masked
by these same fences and tree cover in the area. Friendly long-range
observation from hills vicinity coordinates BS560848 and 566849 was
good.

(5) Avenues of Approach. Because of the disposition of friendly
units, the avenues of approach into the objective on 5 March were limited
to the trails and open area to the North. By moving on foot and carry-
ing minimum equipment, the terrain presented no obstacles and movement was
rapid and relatively easy.

d. Other. Villagers interrogated on 6 and 7 March indicated that
approximately 100 VC entered the erea une month ago and started entren-
ching the area. This detachment IeT after about ten days but the VC
returned on 27 February in force and resumed defensive preparations.
A detailed search of the battlefield on 6 and 7 March revealed five
individual graves. It is believed that mass burial of VC bodies was
accomplished in two deep tunnels which had been filled-in. Bodies
littering battlefield on 5 March were missing on 6 March.

8. Mission

a. The initial mission assigned to 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines
was established in a frag order received from Task Force Delta by
land-line communications. Specifically, it assigned the following
mission:

(1) Commence helilift of two companies and command group
as soon as possible.

(2) After landing in zone, vicinity coordinates BC 554875,
establish blocking positions north of east-west grid line 85.

(3) Coordinate with MAG-36 for helilift and to establish
L-Hour.

b. Subsequent to receipt of the aforementioned frag. order,
Commanding General, Task Force Delta arrived 3rd Battalion, 1st
Marines Command Post briefed the Commanding Officer, 3rd Battalion,
1st Marines on the disposition of friendly forces and authorized
the commitment of an additional rifle company.

RECLASSIFIED
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. 'e. Changes to' the initial- mission were est'ablish~d by means 
of dailY'frag orderSissued'by Task Force Delta. , 

9. ·Concept of Operation. The initial concept of operations .pro- -
vided for landing Company M (Rein) to secure 'the -landing zone foll.ow­
'ed iq trace by Company.L (Reitt's)- and COrrlI.;.atX;y I (-}(Battalion Reserve). 
After landing, Company L advance by best possible_ route an4 occupy 
blocking positions vicinity coordinates BS 545856 •. Company :i: (-), 
af~er landing, assume:responsibi1ity for landing zone security. , 
CompanyM, after being relieved of landing zone secUrity, adVance 
by best possible_route,arid occ~P.Y, blocking position~vicinity BS 
567861. The-concept fUrther 'provided for extensive 'ambushing. and 
patrolling -ci1ong likely roi1:1:tesofegress frOm south of 'east-west-
grid line BS to the north and northeast. 

10 ~., Execution 
'- ....... ~. ,.. ,"~ r-'t -.' 

ail' 04 February 

, ' (1) At OllOlSH, Commanding Officer; 1st Marines directed 
)rd Battalion, 1st Marines to place two rifle comp~ies (rein) ,and 
a command. group on iri,!,::f::~{iate ale:rt for :1·?J_ilift to area' Of· opera., 
tiona to be designated. SimuJ~:J'_n80-'/:,;~ ;-Jommand Group Alpha~ Com­
paniL, Company M, two section,'; cf D~,:'i" ;:1Grtars and two attached .. 
engineer squads were alerted i?_,_~'€q"..,_:::'~:d. 

(2) 'At !4l030H, Commanding Officer, "tstMari-nes dire-::te<:\ 
3rd Battalion, 1St' Marines' to establish helicopter :landing zqne,' 
for alerted forces. Loa.ding zone 'was established vicinity coor";' 
dinates Br S560S2. 

0) At OlllOOH, Commanding Officer" 1st Marine~ directed 
the JrdBattalion, l~t Marines to alert, remaining lIwo comjJanies, 
one'of which ·'W~s to 'move 'by, truck at 0412.00H and' operate asse~' 
curity for aconiroy and security for Task Force Delta Command Post. 
Company K and Compaqy I were alerted, and Compaqr K was directed 
to provide co~yoy security and 1ask Force Delta Command Post se­
curity. The'requirement for conv~ security was later increased 
to include a· platoon (rein) from Company I • 

. '(4)" A.to41245H, Company K (Rein) with' platoon from Compan;'1 
I departed Chu Lai by truck as eonv~ security and was CHOPPED 
OFCON to Task Force Delta •. 

(S) At 0413lOH, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines received Task 
Force Delta Frag Order (see par~graph 9 abo~).andimmediately , 
initiated required liais~n-w~thMA~36 • 

. (6) . At0L13S0H, Commanding Ge~eral,·T.ask i'orce Delta 
arrived,3rd Battalion, 1st Marines Command Post and,authorized 
Commanding Officer, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines to increase heli-
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C. Changes to the initial mission were established by means
of daily frag orders issued by Task Force Delta.

9. Concept of Operation. The initial concept of operations pro-
vided for landing Company M (Rein) to secure the landing zone follow-
ed in trace by Company L (Rein) and Company I (-)(Battalion Reserve).
After landing, Company L advance by best possible route and occupy
blocking positions vicinity coordinates BS 545856. Company I (-),
after landing, assume responsibility for landing zone security.
Company M, after being relieved of landing zone security, advance
by best possible route and occupy blocking positions vicinity BS
567861. The concept further provided for extensive ambushing and
patrolling along likely routes of egress from south of east-west
grid line 85 to the north and northeast.

10: Execution

04 Februarya.

(1) At 041015H, Commanding Officer, 1st Marines directed
3rd Battalion, 1st Marines to place two rifle companies (rein) and
a command group on immediate alert for helilift to area of opera-
tions to be designated. Command Group Alpha, Com-

pany L, Company M, two sections of Mortars and two attached
engineer squads were alerted as required.

(2) At 141030H, Commanding Officer, 1st Marines directed
3rd Battalion, 1st Marines to establish helicopter landing zone.
for alerted forces. Loading zone was established vicinity coor-
dinates BT 556052.

(3) At 041100H, Commanding Officer, 1st Marines directed
the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines to alert remaining two companies,
one of which was to move by truck at 041200H and operate as se-
curity for a convoy and security for Task Force Delta Command Post.
Company K and Company I were alerted, and Company K was directed
to provide convoy security and Task Force Delta Command Post se-
curity. The requirement for convoy security was later increased
to include a platoon (rein) from Company I.

(4) At 041245H, Company K (Rein) with platoon from Company
I departed Chu Lai by truck as convoy security and was CHOPPED
OPCON to Task Force Delta.

(5) At 04131OH, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines received Task
Force Delta Frag Order (see paragraph 9 above) and immediately
initiated required liaison with MAG-36.

(6) At 041350H, Commanding General, Task Force Delta
arrived 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines Command Post and authorized
Commanding Officer, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines to increase heli-
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lifted. forces to include remaining compa~ ( .. ). , Conipatv I ( .. ) was 
directed tocommence.·movement to helicopter 1oadingzone. 

(7) At 0415000, 3rd Bat tal ion, 1st Marines (-) commenced 
helilift into designated' la nding ~ ne vicinity Be 5S4875 with Com· ... 
pany M being the initial element lifted into landing ~one followed 
in turn by Command Group Alpha, Comp-sl'lY L' (Rein), and Company I 
(-). Negative enemy contact du:r;-ing helicopter landing~ 

(8) After landing i~ ~~ne, and at 041645H, 3rd Battalion, 
1st Marines (-), establiShed Command Post vicinity coordinates 
1£ 555873; Company L commenced move,ment to establish blocking . 
positions vicinity coordinates BS 536855, BS 546856, and'BS 550658; 
Company M commenced movement to establish blocking positions vi­
cinity coordinates BS 568861, BS 563853, and BS 571861; Company I 
(-) deployed in perimeter vicinity Battalion Command Post. at 
coordinates BS"S873. 

(9) At 0!.U.8l5H, completed helilift into landing zone except 
for platoon (-) from Comparv I whictl was delivered into landing zone 
at first light on 05 February.' , 

(10) At 0418)OH, vicinity coordinates BS ,6986), Company M 
challenged two VC on trail, engaged with five rounds small arms. 
One va was observed to fall after ent-aged, but was not captured. 
Resul.t of engagement, one va ,WIA. 

(ll) At 0418500, Company M established designated 'blocking 
positions. 

(12) At 041900H, vicinity coordinates BS ,4S8'7,Comparr.y 
L located one mine made from 3.5-inch rocket round. Mine destroyed. 
No friendly casualties. 

, (1,3)·' At 941912H, Company. Lestablished designated blocking 
positions. 

(lh) At 0421000, Company M' observed weapon suspected of 
being .50 caliber machinegun firing from vicinity coordinates BS 
,69845 at helicopter. 'Fired Blrnm mortar mission on suspected 
machinegun l.ocati'on; roundS were ontartet,; machinegun fire ceas'ed. 

(15) At 042330H, . received TaskForce Delta.Frag Order 170-
66 which directed 3rd Battalion,ls·t Marines to conduct search ,and 
destroy op€rat1ons to south and southeast. Issued 3rd Battalion, 
1st Marines Frag Order 16-66. 

(16 ) During night and early morning of 04 - 0, February, 
negative eU6!l\Y contact. 
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lifted forces to include remaining company (-). Company I (-) was
directed to commence movement to helicopter loading zone.

(7) At 041500H, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines (-) commenced
helilift into designated landing 20 ne vicinity BC 554875 with Com-
pany M being the initial element lifted into landing zone followed
in turn by Command Group Alpha, Company L (Rein), and Company I
(-). Negative enemy contact during helicopter landing.

(8) After landing in zone, and at 041645H, 3rd Battalion,
1st Marines (-), established Command Post vicinity coordinates
BS 555873; Company L commenced movement to establish blocking
positions vicinity coordinates BS 536855, BS 546856, and BS 550858;
Company M commenced movement to establish blocking positions vi-
cinity coordinates BS 568861, BS 563853, and BS 577861; Company I
(-) deployed in perimeter vicinity Battalion Command Post at
coordinates BS 555873.

(9) At 041815H, completed helilift into landing zone except
for platoon (-) from Company I which was delivered into landing zone
at first light on 05 February.

(10) At 041830H, vicinity coordinates BS 569863, Company M
challenged two VC on trail, engaged with five rounds small arms.
One VC was observed to fall after engaged, but was not captured.
Result of engagement, one VC WIA.

(11) At 041850H, Company M established designated blocking
positions.

(12) At 041900H, vicinity coordinates BS 545857, Company
L located one mine made from 3.5-inch rocket round. Mine destroyed.
No friendly casualties.

(13) At 041912H, Company L established designated blocking
positions.

(14) At 042100H, Company M observed weapon suspected of
being .50 caliber machinegun firing from vicinity coordinates BS
569845 at helicopter. Fired 81mm mortar mission on suspected
machinegun location; rounds were on target; machinegun fire ceased.

(15) At 042330H, received Task Force Delta Frag Order 170-
66 which directed 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines to conduct search and
destroy operations to south and southeast. Issued 3rd Battalion,
1st Marines Frag Order 16-66.

(16) During night and early morning of 04 - 05 February,
negative enemy contact.

L
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b.. . 05 February . ,~, . 

(1) At 050S4SH, 1st ARVN Airborne' Battalion' requested )rd 
Battalion, 1st Marines (-) to fire Blmm mo~?r mission Vicinity 
coordinates BS S51842. Request approv.ed:·by Task Force Delta; four 
rounds:.8lmm mortar ·tired. Results' unc~n!irmed. ', ..... 

(2') At,05065OH, vicinity ~oordinates ,BS 568862, Company M' , 
exploded one anti-personnel mine; unknown type. One friendly WIA 
sustained. ' 

(J) At 0507)OH, remainder of Company I landed' in landing 
zone. One friendlynon-evac WIA sustained as result of small arms 
diractedat helicopters, from vicinity grid.square BS 55~8. . 

'. . . 
(4) ,Task Fo.rc~ Delta. iSsued verbal. frag order to reorient 

direction of search and destroy operations in order to':reiieve : . 
pressure on 1st ARVN Airborne Battalion. 3rd Battalion, '1st Marines 
immediately. issued required verbal frag o.rder and commenced move- . 
ment to' south and to area where 1st ARVN Airborne Battalion was etl­
gaged.' The aattalion was deployed with Company L'-on right ·and 
Compaqy M on left. Compaqy I (Battalion Reserve) in trace. ' 

. ' 

,(5) At. 051030HJ ,company ~ spotted what appeared· to be, 
seven camou:f'laged V~ vicinity coordinates BS SS,837 •. Company M . 
deployed reserve platoon and engaged. ,Remainder Company M and 
Company L continued to advance toward 1st ARVN A'irborne Battalion 
position in .·effort t.o relieVe pressure and to effect link-up •. ' . 
Shortly thereafter, the reserve platoon, Company M was hea~ 
engaged and CompanyM was directed to deploy and reinforce •. 
Company L c(:.lOtinued advance, t.o effect link-up with ARVN Forces' . 
vicinity.' coordinates ,BS ,53836, and received light opp'osition em 
right :Clank. . , 

. . 

(6), At 0511000, both Comparv M and Company ~ were heavily 
engaged in respective areas. '<:, 

(,' '.' 

. Company L engaged what was considered to be approxi- ,­
rnately' one platoon on objective (this estimate was later revised, 
upward and ~s ~ow coniidered to be closer to a company). .VC were 
in well-prepared, pOSitiOns, spider traps, and had heavilY'mined ~ 
and booby-trapped entire area. Compaqy L remained in heavy, close 
contact ,including h9avy automatiq weapons . fire and grenades fol'. 
approximately three hours 'and, tn conjunctio~ with 1st ARVN Air- .' 
borne Battalion, cle~red.objective of-all va resistance by deli-· 
berate~systematic Search and "destroy of objective area which 
required engaging and "rooting" individual VC from prepared posi­
tions. Results ofoperat1ons,thirty-three va KIA (confirmed),' , 
fifty-fiveVC KIA (possible), six WIA (possible), .and a number of 
CHICOM automatic weapons and other items of equipment (see para­
graph 7 .. Intelligence). Friendly· casualties sustained were ten 
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b. 05 February

(1) At 050545H, 1st ARVN Airborne Battalion requested 3rd
Battalion, 1st Marines (-) to fire 81mm mortar mission vicinity
coordinates BS 551842. Request approved by Task Force Delta; four
rounds 81mm mortar fired. Results unconfirmed.

(2) At 050650H, vicinity coordinates BS 568862, Company M
exploded one anti-personnel mine; unknown type. One friendly WIA
sustained.

(3) At 050730H, remainder of Company I landed in landing
zone. One friendly non-evac WIA sustained as result of small arms
directed at helicopters from vicinity grid square BS 5588.

(4) Task Force Delta issued verbal frag order to reorient
direction of search and destroy operations in order to relieve
pressure on 1st ARVN Airborne Battalion. 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines
immediately issued required verbal frag order and commenced move-
ment to south and to area where 1st ARVN Airborne Battalion was en-
gaged. The Battalion was deployed with Company Lion right and
Company M on left. Company I (Battalion Reserve) in trace.

(5) At 051030H, Company M spotted what appeared to be
seven camouflaged VC vicinity coordinates BS 555837. Company M
deployed reserve platoon and engaged. Remainder Company M and
Company L continued to advance toward 1st ARVN Airborne Battalion
position in effort to relieve pressure and to effect link-up.
Shortly thereafter, the reserve platoon, Company M was heavily
engaged and Company M was directed to deploy and reinforce.
Company L continued advance to effect link-up with ARVN Forces
vicinity coordinates BS 553836, and received light opposition on
right flank.

(6) At 051100H, both Company M and Company L were heavily
engaged in respective areas.

Company L engaged what was considered to be approxi-
mately one platoon on objective (this estimate was later revised
upward and is now considered to be closer to a company). VC were
in well-prepared positions, spider traps, and had heavily mined
and booby-trapped entire area. Company L remained in heavy, close
contact including heavy automatic weapons fire and grenades for
approximately three hours and, in conjunction with 1st ARVN Air-
borne Battalion, cleared objective of all VC resistance by deli-
berate, systematic search and destroy of objective area which
required engaging and "rooting" individual VC from prepared posi-
tions. Results of operations, thirty-three VC KIA (confirmed),
fifty-five VC KIA (possible), six WIA (possible), and a number of
CHICOM automatic weapons and other items of equipment (see para-
graph 7 - Intelligence). Friendly casualties sustained were ten
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KIA a~d twenty WIA. CompanyL; after clearing objective"consoli .. 
dated positions, linked-up with and turned over objective to 1st 
ARVN Battalion. FollOWing this I 'Company L displaced to vicinity 
3rd Battalion, 1st Marines Command' Post. -

.. Company-M, after deploying to reinforce reserve pla­
toon.and after initial contact, was heavily engaged for approxi­
mately three hours on objective centered coordinates BS 8558>7. 
Initial estimate of enemy strength was considered to be a VC com- ' 
paQY - this estimate was later revised upward and it is now esti­
mated that VC on objective was closer to battalion (-) size and 
contail'led a battalion or regimet;ltal headquarters .VC were en­
trench~d in depth in well-prepared pOSitions with excellent fields 
of fir~ and empl~ed 60mm mortars, .50 caliber machineguns, 57mm 
recoilless rifles, a large number of automatic weapons, and gre­
nades. Company M, after engagingVC,-aggressively assaulted and 
penetrated va positions, and at l33OH,Company I was passed through 
CompanyM in effort to increase pressure. on VC. Results of Comp~QY 
M contact were fifty-nine VC KIA, fifty VC KIA (possible), and a 
large number of captured weapons and other major items of e'quipment 
(see paragraph 7 - Intelligence). Friendly casualties sustained 
were fifteen KIA and [,orty-six HIA. 

(7) , At 051330H, qompany I, after passing through Company 
H, continued the assault on objective centered vicinity coordi­
.nates BS 855857 and remained in heavy contact for approximately 
three hours. .Results of Company I contact were nine VC KIA, four 
VC KIA (possible), four WIA (possible). Friendly casual ties sus­
tained were seventeen KIA, ,thirty-four WIA. 

(8) A.t approximately O~1630H, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines 
(-) was directed by Task Force Delta to maintain Compa~ I in 
present pOSitions while 5thARVN Airborne Battalion made contact 
with and passed through or immediately to south' of Company I, at 
which time, Company I would retract to the north for new mission. 
At about this time, contact decreased to sporadic small arms fire 
and CompaQY I maintained position as directed. 

(9 ) At approximately 05l900H, the 5th _ ARVN Airborl'le Bat .. 
talion aavisor informed the 3rdBattalion, 1st Marines- that physical 
contact with Company I would not be established. In response to 
this, the Commanding Officer, Jrd Battalion, 1st Marinesrequ€sted 
permission to retain Company I in present positions rather than·re .. 
tracting to the north in effort to maintain contact with VC;and . 
further requested that all friendly units be withdrewn to safe 
distance While massive air and artillery preparation of obje'ctive 
was conducted which,' in turn, would be followed by continued 
assault of objective by Compat\YI and Company L follOWed in trace 
by Company M. 'While awaiting approval, Company I maintained oc-' 
cupied positions •. There was ,no enemy contact durint period. 
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KIA and twenty WIA. Company L, after clearing objective, consoli-
dated positions, linked-up with and turned over objective to 1st
ARVN Battalion. Following this, Company L displaced to vicinity
3rd Battalion, 1st Marines Command Post.

Company M, after deploying to reinforce reserve pla-
toon and after initial contact, was heavily engaged for approxi-
mately three hours on objective centered coordinates BS 855857.
Initial estimate of enemy strength was considered to be a VC com-
pany - this estimate was later revised upward and it is now esti-
mated that VC on objective was closer to battalion (-) size and
contained a battalion or regimental headquarters. VC were en-
trenched in depth in well-prepared positions with excellent fields
of fire and employed 60mm mortars, .50 caliber machineguns, 57mm
recoilless rifles, a large number of automatic weapons, and gre-
nades. Company M, after engaging VC, aggressively assaulted and
penetrated VC positions, and at 1330H, Company I was passed through
Company M in effort to increase pressure on VC. Results of Company
M contact were fifty-nine VC KIA, fifty VC KIA (possible), and a
large number of captured weapons and other major items of equipment
(see paragraph 7 - Intelligence). Friendly casualties sustained
were fifteen KIA and forty-six WIA.

(7) At 051330H, Company I, after passing through Company
M, continued the assault on objective centered vicinity coordi-
nates BS 855857 and remained in heavy contact for approximately
three hours. Results of Company I contact were nine VC KIA, four
VC KIA (possible), four WIA (possible). Friendly casualties sus-
tained were seventeen KIA, thirty-four WIA.

(8) At approximately 051630H, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines
(-) was directed by Task Force Delta to maintain Company I in
present positions while 5th ARVN Airborne Battalion made contact
with and passed through or immediately to south of Company I, at
which time, Company I would retract to the north for new mission.
At about this time, contact decreased to sporadic small arms fire
and Company I maintained position as directed.

(9) At approximately 051900H, the 5th ARVN Airborne Bat-
talion advisor informed the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines that physical
contact with Company I would not be established. In response to
this, the Commanding Officer, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines requested
permission to retain Company I in present positions rather than re-
tracting to the north in effort to maintain contact with VC; and
further requested that all friendly units be withdrawn to safe
distance while massive air and artillery preparation of objective
was conducted which, in turn, would be followed by continued
assault of objective by Company I and Company L followed in trace
by Company M. While awaiting approval, Company I maintained OC-
cupied positions. There was no enemy contact during period.

9 AL

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

IClI r .. 

, (10) At051700H, Provisional Rifle Platoon, previousty 
request.ed by Jrd Battalion, 1st Marines was delivered to ,coor- ' 
dinates BS, 554875. Platoon was not, able to join 3rd Battalion, 
1st Marines because of distanee,separating it from the Battalion 
and was dir~cted to remain in i-'resent positions until first 
light at which time scouts would be dispatched to guide the 'pla­
toon to '~rdBattalion, lst~wrines Command Post. 

c. 06 February 

(1). At first light on 06' February; four scouts 'were dis­
patched to guide previously 'mentioned Provisional Platoon to 3rd ' 
Battalion, 1st Marines Command Post. While 'enroute, scouts en­
gaged four VC, vicinity coordinates';BS 558856. Results of engage-
ment were two VC WIA and one va WIA (possible) ~ " .' . . 

,(2) At 060BOOH, Task Force Delta approved Co~anding , 
Officer, 3rd Battalion, 1st Merines request a tid at 06l030H, Jrd , 
Battalion, 1st Marines c,ommenced massive air and artillery pre­
paration f;i.res·(see paragraph 6 - Supporting Foroes). At'124~H, 
preparation'fires were ceased and'assault of objective was com ... 
menced. Th~re was no ene~ contact during assault.' Results of 
operations included capturing a number of weapons, documents, and 
other items of equipment (see ,paragraph 7 ~ Intelligenee) j're-' 
covery of a numb.er of frie'ndly'KIAs who could not be recovered on 
previous day; and at vicinity coordinates BS 555838'discover.y ot, ' 
a vast, inter~onnecting,''Well-de'Veloped' cave complex that required 
5000 pounds, o;f,C-4 to destroy; .300- meters of entrenchments and ' 
wire fortifications vicinity coordinates BS 555839 to BS 554834; 
two Dverheaded bunkers suitable as eonunand post bunkers for large 
headquarters. ' -

(3) "The, search of the cave complex continued through 
06 March. " 

(4) At 061430H, Oommanding General, Task F~rce pelta 
arrived viCinity cave complex a'nd ,after inspecting the complex, 
directed Commanding Officer, Jrd Battalion, 1st Marines to remain 
in objective aZ:ea as'long as required to conduct thorough search 
of complex following wnich the complex would :be destroyed. -,'" 

(5) At,061130H, COl1lpany K~ 3rd Battalion, 'lstM<:irines,' 
CHOPPEP OFCON from 1st Battalion, 7th Marines to Jrd Battalion, 
1st Marines and jointd 3rd Battalion, lstM~ines' viCinity Com ... 
mand Post. 

(6) During the night of' 06 February and th~ following 
day, enemy contact was negative. . 
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(10) At 051700H, Provisional Rifle Platoon, previously
requested by 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines was delivered to coor-
dinates BS 554875. Platoon was not able to join 3rd Battalion,
1st Marines because of distance separating it from the Battalion
and was directed to remain in present positions until first
light at which time scouts would be dispatched to guide the pla-
toon to 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines Command Post.

c. 06 February

(1) At first light on 06 February, four scouts were dis-
patched to guide previously mentioned Provisional Platoon to 3rd
Battalion, 1st Marines Command Post. While enroute, scouts en-
gaged four VC vicinity coordinates BS 558856. Results of engage-
ment were two VC WIA and one VC WIA (possible).

(2) At 06080OH, Task Force Delta approved Commanding
Officer, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines request and at 061030H, 3rd
Battalion, 1st Marines commenced massive air and artillery pre-
paration fires (see paragraph 6 - Supporting Forces). At 1245H,
preparation fires were ceased and assault of objective was com-
menced. There was no enemy contact during assault. Results of
operations included capturing a number of weapons, documents, and
other items of equipment (see paragraph 7 - Intelligence); re-
covery of a number of friendly KIAs who could not be recovered on
previous day; and at vicinity coordinates BS 555838 discovery of
a vast, interconnecting, well-developed cave complex that required
5000 pounds of C-4 to destroy; 300- meters of entrenchments and
wire fortifications vicinity coordinates BS 555839 to BS 554834;
two overheaded bunkers suitable as command post bunkers for large
headquarters.

(3) The search of the cave complex continued through
06 March.

(4) At 061430H, Commanding General, Task Force Delta
arrived vicinity cave complex and after inspecting the complex,
directed Commanding Officer, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines to remain
in objective area as long as required to conduct thorough search
of complex following which the complex would be destroyed.

(5) At 061130H, Company K, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines,
CHOPPED OPCON from 1st Battalion, 7th Marines to 3rd Battalion,
1st Marines and joined 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines vicinity Com-
mand Post.

(6) During the night of 06 February and the following
day, enemy contact was negative.
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d,. 07February 
.'.';...... . . .:., 

. . , ' .' ' .'; ~ -'.. . ',: ' ", ':' . .... " . . . ' 

(1) 'At'0708)OH,Company McoIl)mencedd-~structi9n of 'cave 
complex utilizi'ng' 5000 poiinds ',of c.:.4",1;0 :accPltlP+tshing:t;,he t,~sk. 

j f ~ ~ .' • • .': • <, "., . \' .... . 

(2) ,At 071o.00H,Compan1:r;;,~S:',di;e;bt~ci by.poihma·riciin€f,', 
General, Task ForeeD€lta, ~sCHOPPED OFCON to. 1st, ·Batt,alion., 

,7th Marines.' .:'" ' , ' " ,', ',) , ,'" 
"'", { 

\,:" . 

(3) 'A t 071130H" Commanding,'Genetal:, 'Task: Forqe' Delt~" " 
directed retraction of Jrd Battalioh'·lstMaBnes:(~},i'rOmarea 
of operation to Chu lai atter destrUction' 'o! cave compi,ex~.,;'" " ' ' 

. . '.' '" - . '" . .. , " ~.~ :- , .... . ',- ':'. ' 

(4 ) At' 071;00H, Compa ny I an4' C~mpatiY K ~er~ r:eitact:~~,~, 
from area of operations by helicopter.~,"· ':::" :~~.::' 

'/'.';, ". ," 

(5) At 071800H, after comp1e~ion of .deStructio~ of c,ave 
complex, Command Group Alpha 'a'rid compan;fM' were retracted from· 
area of operations by helicopter.' " ",'". '::" , :""." 

., ' '. .' '. >~ . ... , . \ . ~ ,. " ,;.', ~ .: . '" '. ~ 

(6) At071830H,Comrriand Group A1pha,and Company,Martiv.ed:, 
at Chu Lai "and assumed previous missj,,On. .' , ' .' ", " 

• • " ;I' '. 

11. Results. Total friendly losses number forty-one KIA.and<IP2. " 
WIA. Vb casualties and equipment captured are delineated in detail 
in paragraph 7· (Intelligence). All areas where air strilces were ,,' 
conducted were searched by ground forces; however, enemy losses', . 
killed by air could not be detennineddue to .removal ot ,bodiesbY" ' 
the enemy. . ;:', .' , 

''C ;-::..,r:;,)l·:';'{~{,"),~lRnrcPil . 4 

12. Administrative Matters,'i>'::;i,I+;,~~:~3U;fa~,~ . :', 
", .... 

a. Supply ReqUirements and Resuppiy ;. Supply reqU:irem~nts-were 
submitted directly ,to tpe'Shore Party.Battalion detachule,ot suppbrting 
the operation. These' requests were ,filled at the Force . LogistiCS ' . 
Support Un1tatChu Laiand flown directly to the Battalion tiY'l:ieli­
copter. This method included all types of s~pplies. At.the opera­
tion site, Batta;ll,on-persootlelreceived the, requ€stedsupplies and . 
distributed .. these to the companies concerned •.. The supply.· support < " 

given this Battalion. was, in most' cases, 'satisfactory except 'inone 
instance when an emergency ammunition resupply was· delayed.for an' 
inordinately eXtended period. Special items 'such as t,he :c-4:re~' 
quired to destroy,the cave c0trlP1ex 'were expeditiously delivered •• 

. . " . 
b. Equipment, and AlTlP'l1.Jnition .- ", 

~. 1'" .., ',". " '" 

(1) In th~op€ration,s€lected' it~ms, of equfpiiltimt, or~allic 
to an infantry bat'tialion. were no,tused because of. the mission given' 
this Battalion. Included in these items were l06mm' ·recoilless· '., 
rifles, motor transport equipfnErit, and. flame:throwers.' EquJ.~ent 
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d. 07 February

(1) At 070830H, Company M commenced destruction of cave
complex utilizing 5000 pounds of C-4 in accomplishing the task.

(2) At 071000H, Company L, as directed by Commanding
General, Task Force Delta, was CHOPPED OPCON to 1st Battalion,
7th Marines.

(3) At 071130H, Commanding General, Task Force Delta
directed retraction of 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines (-) from area
of operation to Chu Lai after destruction of cave complex.

(4) At 071300H, Company I and Company K were retracted
from area of operations by helicopter.

(5) At 071800H, after completion of destruction of cave
complex, Command Group Alpha and Company M were retracted from
area of operations by helicopter.

(6) At 071830H, Command Group Alpha and Company M arrived
at Chu Lai and assumed previous mission.

11. Results. Total friendly losses number forty-one KIA and 102
WIA. VC casualties and equipment captured are delineated in detail
in paragraph 7. (Intelligence). All areas where air strikes were
conducted were searched by ground forces; however, enemy losses
killed by air could not be determined due to removal of bodies by
the enemy.

DESLASSIFIED12. Administrative Matters

a. Supply Requirements and Resupply. Supply requirements were
submitted directly to the Shore Party Battalion detachment supporting
the operation. These requests were filled at the Force Logistics
Support Unit at Chu Lai and flown directly to the Battalion by heli-
copter. This method included all types of supplies. At the opera-
tion site, Battalion personnel received the requested supplies and
distributed these to the companies concerned. The supply support
given this Battalion was, in most cases, satisfactory except in one
instance when an emergency ammunition resupply was delayed for an
inordinately extended period. Special items such as the C-4 re-
quired to destroy the cave complex were expeditiously delivered.

b. Equipment and Ammunition

(1) In the operation, selected items of equipment organic
to an infantry battalion were not used because of the mission given
this Battalion. Included in these items were 106mm recoilless
rifles, motor transport equipment, and flame throwers. Equipment
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used included: 8lmm mortars, 40mm M-79 grenade launchers j 7.62mm 
M-60 machineguns, 3.5-inch rocket launchers and individual arms 
and equipment., 

'(2) Ammunition initially carried consisted of the Basic 
Allowance per individual. Resupply of expended ammunition was 
provided as requested except as noted a~ove. Equipment ca'rried 
was considered as adequate; however, for future operations of 
this type, flame throwers will be carried and employed or placed 
in an tlon-ealll~ pre-positioned status. 

, " 

' .. 
c. Maintenance and Salva~e 

(1) First e.chelan maintenance on all eqUipment was per­
formed in the field ,by tne 'individuals wi~hin the Battalion. Equip­
ment requirin~ higher echelon maintenance was evacuated back to the 
Battalion Rear whe~e it was either repaired or evaouated to Foroe 
Logistics' Support Unit, Cnu Lai. 

(2) Battalion personnel ~t medical and equipment evacuation 
points conducted salvage operations. In this manner, individual 
equipment and weapons were recovered by the Battalion for redistri~ 
bution purposes. ' This method proved satisfactory. " 

d. , Treatment of Casualties arid Evacuation and Hospitalization 

(1) Medical and surgical first aid was administered to 
rorty-~woKLks, l02'WIAs from hostile action, two POWs, and fif-
teen ci viliar.iS. ' , 

(2) Disposition of casualties were as follows: 

.(a) Eighty"!'four WIAs were treated and eva~uated •. 

(b) 'Eighteen WIAs ,were treated and returned to duty 
immediately. 

< 

(6) . Two of the' eighty-four tre~tedand evacuated were 
returned ,to 'duty dur~ng the',op€ration., " 

, ' 

'(d) Two roWs were treated and ~vacuated. ..... ' .. - ~.--~"'~, 

,(e) .Three civilians were treated and evacuated. 

(3) All evacuees were sent to Company- B, ,Jrd Medical 
Battalion at Chu Lal via heli.copter. " . 

(4) Hospitalization was provided at Compar.&"B, .3rd Medical 
Battalion'and Jrd Battalion, 1st Marines BAS"w1thsomepersonnel 
being evacuated to a fu~her medical ~acility as des~nated by 
Company B, 3rd Medical Battalion. 
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used included: 81mm mortars, 40mm M-79 grenade launchers, 7.62mm
M-60 machineguns, 3.5-inch rocket launchers and individual arms
and equipment.

(2) Ammunition initially carried consisted of the Basic
Allowance per individual. Resupply of expended ammunition was
provided as requested except as noted above. Equipment carried
was considered as adequate; however, for future operations of
this type, flame throwers will be carried and employed or placed
in an "on-call" pre-positioned status.

C. Maintenance and Salvage

(1) First echelon maintenance on all equipment was per-
formed in the field by the individuals within the Battalion. Equip-
ment requiring higher echelon maintenance was evacuated back to the
Battalion Rear where it was either repaired or evacuated to Force
Logistics Support Unit, Chu Lai.

(2) Battalion personnel at medical and equipment evacuation
points conducted salvage operations. In this manner, individual
equipment and weapons were recovered by the Battalion for redistri-
bution purposes. This method proved satisfactory.

d. Treatment of Casualties and Evacuation and Hospitalization

(1) Medical and surgical first aid was administered to
forty-two KIAs, 102 WIAs from hostile action, two POWs, and fif-
teen civilians.

(2) Disposition of casualties were as follows:

(a) Eighty-four WIAs were treated and evacuated.

(b) Eighteen WIAs were treated and returned to duty
immediately.

(c) Two of the eighty-four treated and evacuated were
returned to duty during the operation.

(d) Two POWs were treated and evacuated.

(e) Three civilians were treated and evacuated.

(3) All evacuees were sent to Company B, 3rd Medical
Battalion at Chu Lai via helicopter.

(4) Hospitalization was provided at Company B, 3rd Medical
Battalion and 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines BAS, with some personnel
being evacuated to a further medical facility as designated by
Company B, 3rd Medical Battalion.
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e. Medical Evaluation, General 

(l) Medical and surgical treatment (albumin, morphine and 
first aid measures) was administered to a maximum level by hospital 
corpsmen despite heavy conCentrated hostile fire for prolonged 
duration. 

(2) Helicopter evaouation was delayed at times more than 
two hours· due to concentrated hostile fire; this undoubtedly in­
creased the mortality and morbid~ty of the WIAs. 

(3) Thirteen WIAs were seen by the Medical Otficer in the 
rear combat area; of these, three were evacuated to Company B, Jrd 
Medical Battalion, Twenty-three non-hostile casualties were seen 
in the rear area by the Medical Officer·of·which four 'were evacuated. 

(4) On 7 March, after the battle zone we.s secured, a search 
of the area was made for the purpose of seeking out wounded civi­
lians. Four civilians were dicovered that had been wounded, three 
of which were evacuated by the Medical Officer due to broken lower 
extremities. Several children were treated by compaqy copsmen for 
burns due to napalm bombs. 

($) One medical officer and thirty-nine hospital corpsmen 
of 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines were utilized on Operation UTAH. One 
medical officer was deployed to Compaqy B, 3rd Medical Battalion 
to assist in the treatment of casualties. 

f. Communications 

(I) . General. There were 'no major communication problems 
encountered during Operation UTAH. 3rd Battalion; 1st Marines com­
mand group included fifteen communicators ·as follows: 

(a) One Communications Chief 

(b)· One Radio Chief 

(c) One M,essage Center Chie~ 

(d) Eight radio operators 

(e) Two wiremen. 

(f) Twomessa€:<'e center men 

(2) Radib· 
~ 

(a) All radio nets operated satisfactorily. The 
antenna 'RC-292 was utilized wherever possible. The Task Force 
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e. Medical Evaluation, General

(1) Medical and surgical treatment (albumin, morphine and
first aid measures) was administered to a maximum level by hospital
corpsmen despite heavy concentrated hostile fire for prolonged
duration.

(2) Helicopter evacuation was delayed at times more than
two hours due to concentrated hostile fire; this undoubtedly in-
creased the mortality and morbidity of the WIAs.

(3) Thirteen WIAs were seen by the Medical Officer in the
rear combat area; of these, three were evacuated to Company B, 3rd
Medical Battalion, Twenty-three non-hostile casualties were seen
in the rear area by the Medical Officer of which four were evacuated.

(4) On 7 March, after the battle zone was secured, a search
of the area was made for the purpose of seeking out wounded civi-
lians. Four civilians were dicovered that had been wounded, three
of which were evacuated by the Medical Officer due to broken lower
extremities. Several children were treated by company copsmen for
burns due to napalm bombs.

(5) One medical officer and thirty-nine hospital corpsmen
of 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines were utilized on Operation UTAH. One
medical officer was deployed to Company B, 3rd Medical Battalion
to assist in the treatment of casualties.

f. Communications

(1) General. There were no major communication problems
encountered during Operation UTAH. 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines com-
mand group included fifteen communicators as follows:

(a) One Communications Chief

(b) One Radio Chief

(c) One Message Center Chief

(d) Eight radio operators

(e) Two wiremen

(f) Two message center men

(2) Radio

(a) All radio nets operated satisfactorily. The
antenna RC-292 was utilized wherever possible. The Task Force
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Intelligence Net was not activated during- Operati~n UTAH and it 
is felt that this lack of direct communications betwEen the Task 
Forc~: IntelligenceOfficet and the intelligence -officers _ of the 
committed battalions delayed the dissemination of intelligence­
data tha:t was of vital importance to all :levels of cOmmand. This. 
is particular~y critical in operations such as Operation UTAH; 
It is recommended that the intelligence net be activated on future 
operations.. . 

. (b) It i~ 'also recommerided that whert helicopters 
are dispatched to units, instead of entering tbe unit's tactical 
net, helicopters utilize the TACP local for contact- witp the sup .. 
ported unit and guidance to the landing zone.-

. ... 
. .' (c) In addition, if the helicoptE>r could enter a 

common FM net, units that require emergency medical evacuation 
could enter this net and·contact any helicopters in the vicinity 
and advise them as to location, and if the landing zone was safe 
and clear. ,- . 

..(3) SuPply. Resupply of' comrmil1i.cations-e1ectroniys. items 
was satisfactory. The 3rd Battalion" 1st Marines sent a 1iaiso.n 
communications-electro.nics representative to-Force Logistics Sup­
port Unit who. assisted with replacement ·of·items requested by the 
3rd ~ttalion, 1st Marines from the field. 

1.3. Special EquiP!lent or Techniques., 3rd Battalion" 1st Marines 
used no special equipment arid techniques that are not covered else­
where in this report..~· -- ~" 

14. Commander's Analysis - _,.:."i 

a. Based upon this Battalion1s experiences during Operation 
Double Eagle and Operation UTAH, the'most apparent comparison was 
the type enemy engaged and the m'ost effective tactics to. be employed 
to defeat each type. During Operation Double Eagle, the en~, when 
engaged, immediately withdrew under fire, and it was necessary to 
aggressively pursue in order to. maintain contact. Additionally, 
there was no opportunity to fully'- exploit supporting anns. During 
Operation UTAH, the enemy engaged was well-armed, well-entrenched 
with good fields of fire and ha4 to be "rooted" from positions. 

b. The Battalion, based upon the eXP9riences of Operation 
Double Eagle, after making contact on Operation UTAH, immediately 
and aggressively closed with and assaulted the VC positions in a 
concerted effort to maintain contact. This limited full exploi­
tation of supporting arms, and hypothetically resulted.in higher 
friendly casualties. Accordingly~ the most obvio~s lesson learned 
from Operation PTiili" .as well as otber recent operations conducted, 
was the requirement to be prepared for either type 'of VC ccntact b;V 
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Intelligence Net was not activated during Operation UTAH and it
is felt that this lack of direct communications between the Task
Force Intelligence Officer and the intelligence officers of the
committed battalions delayed the dissemination of intelligence
data that was of vital importance to all levels of command. This
is particularly critical in operations such as Operation UTAH.
It is recommended that the intelligence net be activated on future
operations.

(b) It is also recommended that when helicopters
are dispatched to units, instead of entering the unit's tactical
net, helicopters utilize the TACP local for contact with the sup-
ported unit and guidance to the landing zone.

(c) In addition, if the helicopter could enter a
common FM net, units that require emergency medical evacuation
could enter this net and contact any helicopters in the vicinity
and advise them as to location, and if the landing zone was safe
and clear.

(3) Supply. Resupply of communications-electronics items
was satisfactory. The 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines sent a liaison
communications-electronics representative to Force Logistics Sup-
port Unit who assisted with replacement of items requested by the
3rd Battalion, 1st Marines from the field.

13. Special Equipment or Techniques. 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines
used no special equipment and techniques that are not covered else-
where in this report.

14. Commander's Analysis

a. Based upon this Battalion's experiences during Operation
Double Eagle and Operation UTAH, the most apparent comparison was
the type enemy engaged and the most effective tactics to be employed
to defeat each type. During Operation Double Eagle, the enemy, when
engaged, immediately withdrew under fire, and it was necessary to
aggressively pursue in order to maintain contact. Additionally,
there was no opportunity to fully exploit supporting arms. During
Operation UTAH, the enemy engaged was well-armed, well-entrenched
with good fields of fire and had to be "rooted" from positions.

b. The Battalion, based upon the experiences of Operation
Double Eagle, after making contact on Operation UTAH, immediately
and aggressively closed with and assaulted the VC positions in a
concerted effort to maintain contact. This limited full exploi-
tation of supporting arms, and hypothetically resulted in higher
friendly casualties. Accordingly, the most obvious lesson learned
from Operation UTAH, as well as other recent operations conducted,
was the requirement to be prepared for either type of VC contact by
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fully exploiting all information collection assets - i.e. scouts, 
highe; adjacent, and subordinate units, recent aerial reconnais­
sance to include photography, infra-red, camouflage detection, 
etc. - in order to iQsure proper and timely interpretation of va 
contacts. This problem, while not without solution, does require 
extensive and careful, weighted consideration and study with the 
most immediate solution being more effective use of the afore­
mentioned information collection agencies and the indbctrination 
and education of troop leaders, at all lev~ls, so that obvious 
indications of enemy intentions are properly interfr6tated at 
the lower levels, as well as higher level, with immediate and ap­
propriate action being initiated on the lowest level possible and 
coordinated and controlled at the higher levels. 

15. Recommendations. Specific recommendations drawn for experience 
gained from Operation UTAH are delineated in those paragraphs dealing 
with the problems area (i.e,Communications, etc). 

2)7(~\~ 
J. R. YOUNG \.j 

Copy to: CO, 1st Marines 
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fully exploiting all information collection assets - i.e. scouts,
higher, adjacent, and subordinate units, recent aerial reconnais-
sance to include photography, infra-red, camouflage detection,
etc. - in order to insure proper and timely interpretation of VC
contacts. This problem, while not without solution, does require
extensive and careful, weighted consideration and study with the
most immediate solution being more effective use of the afore-
mentioned information collection agencies and the indetrination
and education of troop leaders, at all levels, so that obvious
indications of enemy intentions are properly interpretated at
the lower levels, as well as higher level, with immediate and ap-
propriate action being initiated on the lowest level possible and
coordinated and controlled at the higher levels.

15. Recommendations. Specific recommendations drawn for experience
gained from Operation UTAH are delineated in those paragraphs dealing
with the problems area (i.e. Communications, etc).

DR Juny
J. R. YOUNG

Copy to: co, 1st Marines
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HEAnQUARTEl1S .. 
3rd Battalion, 1st Marines . 

1st H.arine Division (Rein) EMF 
FPO, San Francisco, 96602 

.3/tVDF./wjw 
3000 

./ 

.. 30 March 1966 

From: :iCommanding Officer' . . > 

To: ,.. Com.ll1anding.9fficer ... 7th Marines 

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report 

Ref: (a) 3rd Ma~ine Division Order 3100.18 

1. Code Nam~.. Ope~ation TE~S (Search. and Destroy Operation). 

2.·· Date.of Op€ratio~c . 211600H- 241230H March 1966. 

3. Location. Quang Ngai Province, Republic of Vietnam. 

4. Command Head.g;DJ.arters .. 

3:rd :Battalion, lstMarin~s . 

Company'K, 3rd Battalion, 1st Narines 

Company M, 3rdBattalion, 1st Ma:rines 

2nd Strike Company ,2nd ARVN Division, 
. ,Republic, of Viet'narn 

LtCol J. R. YOUM} 

Cap~ L. H~ GoNzALES 

capt C. iVa lATTING· 

GaptDEVORH; (USA) 
Senior Advisor 

5. Task Organization. (Upon Commencement of Operations) 

Jrd Bn, 1st Mar (-) LtGol YOUNG 

'CO K (Rein) 
Co K 

Capt GO NZALES 

.Det,. H&S Co' 
. FO Tm, 2nd Sec, 81mm rlortar PIt 
. Ilet, Med PIt 

FO Tm~ Btljl' C, 1st Bn, 11th Mar 
1st Sqd, 3m Plt, Co A, 1st Engr Bn 

ODE U~in) 
Co M -­
Det" H&S Co 

F..'l.C Tm 

. Capt LATT IN}. 

FO Tm, 4th Sec, 8lmm Mortar PIt 
Dot, He'd PIt . 

FO Tm, BtryC, 1st DO, 11th Mnr 
, , 2nd Sad 3rd PIt Co A 1st EnC1'r' Bn 

DOWNGRAI::Cf" .. T 3 YEAR INTERV'Ar.S~ " . 0'" 

DECLASSIl:'~ J AFTER 12 YEARS. 
DOD DIS 5200.10 
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HEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalion, 1st Marines

1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO, San Francisco, 96602

3/WDF/wjw
3000
30 March 1966

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding Officer, 7th Marines

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report

Ref: (a) 3rd Marine Division Order 3100. 1B

1. Code Name. Operation TEXAS (Search and Destroy Operation).

2. Date of Operation. 211600H - 241230H March 1966.

3. Location. Quang Ngai Province, Republic of Vietnam.

4. Command Headquarters

3rd Battalion, 1st Marines LtCol J. R. YOUNG

Company K, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines Capt L. H. GONZALES

Company M, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines Capt C. W. LATTING

Texas

Capt DEVORE (USA)2nd Strike Company, 2nd ARVN Division,
XRepublic of Vietnam Senior Advisor

5. Task Organization. (Upon Commencement of Operations)

3rd Bn, 1st Mar (-) LtCol YOUNG

Co K (Rein) Capt GONZALES
Co K
Det, H&S Co

FO Tm, 2nd Sec, 81mm Mortar Plt
Det, Med Plt

FO Tm, Btry C, 1st Bn, 11th Mar
1st Sqd, 3rd Plt, Co A, 1st Engr Bn

Co il (Roin) Capt LATTING
Co M
Det, H&S Co

FAC Tm
FO Tm, 4th Sec, 81mm Mortar Plt

Det, Med Plt
FO Tm, Btry C, 1st Bn, 11th Mar
2nd Sad. 3rd Plt, Co A, 1st Engr Bn

DOWNGRAD? T 3 YEAR INTERVALS
DECLASSIE a AFTER 12 YEARS.

DOD DIR 5200.10
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~nd Strike Co, 2nd AR'iTN Division 

2nd Strike Co -
FO Tm, 3rd 3rt Guns Bn 

.':~4_i_ 

Capt DEVORE (USA) 
Senior Advis or 

6. Supporting Forces. Forces utilized in support o:f 3rd Bat­
talion, 1st Harines during Operation TEXA.S included the following: 

ac. 11[],o,. .. 36 pro\i1.dcd twenty hE:licoptors tor lift of Command 
Grqup Alpha, Company K, and Company M from loading zone vicinity 

_ coordinates BT 556052 to landing zone vicinity coordinates BS 
495807 ~ Coupled '\oTith, but in trace of Battalion elements, the 
2nd ARVN Strike Company" under operational control of 3rd Bat­
talion, 1st Harines, was lifted from loading zone vicinity 
coordinates BS 650728 to same landing zone. 

This requirement must be classified as an immediate request 
rathEr them prcplanned as it was dictated by, "md in response to, 
tile immediate tactical situation as it developed during Operation 
TEX!~S.? and not as the result of a preplanned introduction of the 
Battalion into the operation. 

Specifically, at 21ll35H, the Battalion was directed by 
Commanding Officer~ 1st Marines to provide two reinforced rifle 
companies, together with a command group, proparod to hc1ilift 
into a'1anding zone to be dcsignatcdry These units to b€ staged 
at MAG-36 Helicopter Pad, Chu Lai Enclave, not later than 
211330H~ Concurrent with th8 staging of alerted units, the 
Commanding Officer and S-3, togEther with the helicopter unit 
commander, were hGlilifted to Binh.-Son vicinity coordinates BS 
600922 for briefing by Commanding Officer, 7th Marines con­
cerning the lift of the Battalion and for reconnaissance of 
the landing zone •. During this briefing, 1-Hour was estab~ished 
as 211500H, but ~3tGr delayed until 211600H. 

The helilift was successfully executed; however,. h~licopters 
were subject, to small arms fire vicinIty gridsq~are BS 4881 during 
the approach and retirement, and one helicopter, either as a re­
sult of small arms fire or engine failure, crashed and burned 
vicinity coordinates BS 496813 with a total destruction of the 
helicopt~r plus the loss of the crew and embarked Marines • 

. b. In addition to the helicoptE;rs requiTed for the major 
IjIts, extensive use was made of helicopters for m€cical'evacu~ 
ation and resupply. \fithout exception, the support provided 
was more than ,satisfactory. Of specific note concerning pro­
vided helicopter support was the timely, effective r~spon­
siveness to medical evacuation reques4s. 
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Capt DEVORE (USA)2nd Strike Co, 2nd ARVN Division
2nd Strike Co Senior Advisor
FO Tm, 3rd 8" Guns Bn

6. Supporting Forces. Forces utilized in support of 3rd Bat-
talion, 1st Marines during Operation TEXAS included the following:

ac MAG-36 provided twenty helicoptors for lift of Command
Group Alpha, Company K, and Company M from loading zone vicinity
coordinates BT 556052 to landing zone vicinity coordinates BS
495807, Coupled with, but in trace of Battalion elements, the
2nd ARVN Strike Company, under operational control of 3rd Bat-
talion, 1st Marines, was lifted from loading zone vicinity
coordinates BS 650728 to same landing zone.

This requirement must be classified as an immediate request
rather than preplanned as it was dictated by, and in response to,
the immediate tactical situation as it developed during Operation
TEXAS, and not as the result of a preplanned introduction of the
Battalion into the operation.

Specifically, at 211135H, the Battalion was directed by
Commanding Officer, 1st Marines to provide two reinforced rifle
companies, together with a command group, prepared to helilift
into a landing zone to bc designated, These units to be staged
at MAG-36 Helicopter Pad, Chu Lai Enclave, not later than
211330H. Concurrent with the staging of alerted units, the
Commanding Officer and S-3, together with the helicopter unit
commander, were helilifted to Binh Son vicinity coordinates BS
600922 for briefing by Commanding Officer, 7th Marines con-
cerning the lift of the Battalion and for reconnaissance of
the landing zone. During this briefing, L-Hour was established
as 211500H, but later delayed until 211600H.

The helilift was successfully executed; however, helicopters
were subject. to small arms fire vicinity grid square BS 4881 during
the approach and retirement, and one helicopter, either as a re-
sult of small arms fire or engine failure, crashed and burned
vicinity coordinates BS 496813 with a total destruction of the
helicopter plus the loss of the crew and embarked Marines.

b. In addition to the helicopters required for the major
lifts, extensive use was made of helicopters for medical evacu-
ation and resupply. Without exception, the support provided
was more than satisfactory. Of specific note concerning pro-
vided helicopter support was the timely, effective respon-
siveness to medical evacuation requests.
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While provided helicopter support during Operation TEXAS 
was more than satisfactory, as substaniated by the foregoing 
comments, one problem area was noted which is considered of 
sufficient significance to warrant comment. Specifically, 
it is the total dj.sregard by helicopters of published SAV-A­
PIANEs s In the case of this Battalion, tho prcp.r:ration of an 
objective by artillery was delayed in excess of; forty minutes 
and eventually cancelled, after. only one round was fired, due 
to the constant flol" of helicopter traffic across ·the gun­
target- line, at an cD.titude regarded by the aerial observer 
as precluding thG' safe firing of the mission. 

Ce In addition to helicopter support,the only other sup­
purt.ing arm employsd by this Battalion during Operation TEXAS 
was a!'till6ry~ T1vo artillery missions, in addition to harras~ 
sing 2.nd interdiction fires, were requested. The initial mis­
sion requestsd beirg the preparation of Hill 65 vicinity coor­
dinates B3 523792 on 2.2 Harch., A total· of ninety-seven rounds 
w~s Gj~pe!1ded on t.he tar got with good accuracy and effective 
results" The second mission ]Jrovided for tho pr8paration uf a 
hill and village complex vicinity coordinates BS525793~ This 
mission was not completed due to constant flow of helicopters 
acrosegun~target line (see subparagraph b above). 

7. Intelligence 
----',;;;;;.~--

a o Enemy Forces Anticipated in Objective Area. Intelli­
gence concerning enemy forces in the immediate objective area 
was itSk6tChy!l prior to arrival in area; however, it was known 
that the 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines was heavily engaged just 
to the north of the Battalion objE;Jctive area", Accordingly, and 
bec;'mse of the proximity of this action to the ,1Lsitnrited landing 
zone, the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines lifted out of Chu Laiex­
pecting to be confronted with a sizeable VC force, 

b.. Enemy Forces Actually Encountered 

(1) General. Command Group Alpha, Compahy M, Company 
K, and the 2nd Strike Company, 2nd ARVN Division, landed in 
landing zone vicinity coordinates BS 499805 at 211625H with 
Company M securing the landing zoneft Company K and the 2nd 
Strike Company immediately depl~ed and prepared to attack as­
signed objectives. On order, Gompany K advanced eastward to 
the hamld of Xuan Hon (1) CDS 505805) an .. l thE: 2nd Strike Cumpany 
advanced sou·t,heast to flank the hamlet and secure a blocking 
position on the road vicinity coordinates BS 503802. While 
approaching the hamlet, both units came under a steadily in­
creasing volume of small arms fire delivered from"well-concealed 
and entrenched positions located just inside a tree line that 
circled the entire hamlet. Both units continued advancing by 
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While provided helicopter support during Operation TEXAS
was more than satisfactory, as substaniated by the foregoing
comments, one problem area was noted which is considered of
sufficient significance to warrant comment. Specifically,
it is the total disregard by helicopters of published SAV-A-
PIANES. In the case of this Battalion, the preparation of an
objective by artillery was delayed in excess of forty minutes
and eventually cancelled, after only one round was fired, due
to the constant flow of helicopter traffic across the gun-
target line, at an altitude regarded by the aerial observer
as precluding the safe firing of the mission.

C. In addition to helicopter support, the only other sup-
porting arm employed by this Battalion during Operation TEXAS
was artillery, Two artillery missions, in addition to harras-
sing and interdiction fires, were requested. The initial mis-
sion requested being the preparation of Hill 65 vicinity coor-
dinates BS 523792 on 22 March. A total of ninety-seven rounds
was expended on the target with good accuracy and effective
results. The second mission provided for the preparation of a
hill and village complex vicinity coordinates BS 525793. This
mission was not completed due to constant flow of helicopters
across gun-target line (see subparagraph b above).

7. Intelligence

a. Enemy Forces Anticipated in Objective Area. Intelli-
gence concerning enemy forces in the immediate objective area
was "sketchy" prior to arrival in area; however, it was known
that the 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines was heavily engaged just
to the north of the Battalion objective area. Accordingly, and
because of the proximity of this action to the designated landing
zone, the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines lifted out of Chu Lai ex-
pecting to be confronted with a sizeable VC force.

b. Enemy Forces Actually Encountered

(1) General. Command Group Alpha, Company M, Company
K, and the 2nd Strike Company, 2nd ARVN Division, landed in
landing zone vicinity coordinates BS 499805 at 211625H with
Company M securing the landing zone. Company K and the 2nd
Strike Company immediately deployed and prepared to attack as-
signed objectives. On order, Company K advanced eastward to
the hamlet of Xuan Hoa (1) (BS 505805) and the 2nd Strike Company
advanced southeast to flank the hamlet and secure a blocking
position on the road vicinity coordinates BS 508802. While
approaching the hamlet, both units came under a steadily in-
creasing volume of small arms fire delivered from well-concealed
and entrenched positions located just inside a tree line that
circled the entire hamlet. Both units continued advancing by
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fire and maneuver, 'and by nightfall, Company K had advanced to a 
point approximate]y 150 meters into the hamlet, and the 2nj 
StTike Company had advanced to their assigned objective., At 
this point,' the 'W broke contact and ;,rithdrew under pressure. 

(2) Strength.' Based on the volume of fire received' 
from Yuan HOa Hamiet" and a subsequent on-the~spot search of 
entrenchments and fortifications where eA?ended brass indicated 
fifty-eGven different firing points had been used, it is sur-' 
mised t.hat the enemy force actually engaged was probably two 
platoonsn A search of abandoned equipment indicated that these 
troops were probably reinforced by a squad of engineers~ This. 
estimate of strength dOGS no·t include apprOXimately three pla ... 
toons of va sighted by an aerial observer and the 2nd Strike 
Company ;.rithdrcrl-Jing to north and southeast from the hamlet" 
These vc, while not engaged by Jrd Battalion, 1st Marines, were 
engaged by artillery which inflicted an estimated forty VC KIA, 
vc: "IJeapons employed included U.S. carbines and M-l rifles, 
CHICOM rifles, and sub~a~hineEUns~ 

0) Disposition. VC forces ~lere deployed in a peri­
meter around XUan Hoa Hamlet vicinity coordinates BS 505805. 

(4) Personnel nnd Equipment Losses 

(a) Personnel 

VC KIA (Confirmed) 

ve KIA (Possible) 

, VCC 

VCS 

VC vITA (Possible) 

27 

50 

a 

1 

20 

(b) '!rleapons and Major Items of Equipment 

OHleOM Bub=machineguns 1 

CHIcm-r Rifle 2 

U. S. M-l Rifle ,1 

U. S. Browning ·Automatic ,Rifle 1 

u. S. Claymore Mines :3 

4 ynSnWZP\,L 

DECLASSIFIED 

. .-." 

DECLASSIFIED

UNGLASSIFIED

fire and maneuver, and by nightfall, Company K had advanced to a
point approximately 150 meters into the hamlet, and the 2nd
Strike Company had advanced to their assigned objective. At
this point, the VC broke contact and withdrew under pressure.

(2) Strength. Based on the volume of fire received
from Yuan Hoa Hamlet, and a subsequent on-the-spot search of
entrenchments and fortifications where expended brass indicated
fifty-seven different firing points had been used, it is sur-
mised that the enemy force actually engaged was probably two
platoons, A search of abandoned equipment indicated that these
troops were probably reinforced by a squad of engineers. This
estimate of strength does not include approximately three plan
toons 01 VC sighted by an aerial observer and the 2nd Strike
Company withdrawing to north and southeast from the hamlet.
These VC, while not engaged by 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines, were

engaged by artillery which inflicted an estimated forty VC KIA.
VC weapons employed included U.S. carbines and M-1 rifles,
CHICOM rifles, and sub-muchineguns,

(3) Disposition. VC forces were deployed in a peri-
meter around Xuan Hoa Hamlet vicinity coordinates BS 505805.

(4) Personnel and Equipment Losses

(a) Personnel

VC KIA (Confirmed) 27

VC KIA (Possible) 50

OVCC

1VCS

VC WIA (Possible) 20

(b) Weapons and Major Items of Equipment

CHICOM Sub-machineguns 1

CHICOM Rifle 2

1U. S. M-1 Rifle

1U. S. Browning Automatic Rifle

U. S. Claymore Mines 3

4 L
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Xuan Hoa from the landing zone were across open rice paddies. 
The terrain surrounding the hamlet was similar wi th no marked 
differences., 

(6) The type and condition of arms and equipment cap .. 
tured indicate that the' engaged enemy forces "Tf're VC Ma.in Force 
units." probably fromth6 lstVC Regiment.",:., 

8., Mission 

an The initial mission assigned to 3rd Battalion, 1st 
Martnea \1"as establi.shed in a verbal frag order received from 
Commanding Officer, 7th l!iarines at briefing conducted at Binh 
Son, Q'J.ang Ngai P:ro'Tince, Republic of Vietnam. Specifically, 
it assigned the fol101lifing mission:: 

(1) Commenoe helilift of two reinforced companies and 
a conmand gro~p as soon as p08sible to join '2nd Strike Company 
at dez:i.gnated landing z'one. 

(2) Arter landing in zone vicinity coordinates BS 
495807) commence search anq. destroy operation southeast through 
Village of Xui;:-u Hoa (1) vicinity coordinates BS 505305 a!ld 
establisn, roadblock viCinity coordinatesBS 507802 G 

(3) Coorclinate with MAG-36 forhelilift. 

b" Changes to the initial mission were establishedl:>Y means 
of daily frag orders issued by Commanding Officer" 7th Marines' 
and Commanding Goneral" Task Force Delta after oPerational con .. 
tro.i was passed to Ta,sk Force Delta. " 

9. concept of Operations. The initial concept of operations 
provided f0r landing Company ,11 (Rein) to secure the 1:anding 
zone' followed·,·in trace by COmmand Group Al,?ha, Company Ie, . and 
the, 2nd Strike Company, 2nd ARVN Division.. After landing, Company 
K toaclvnnce to east to:secure Xu<!!n HoaHam1et Cm 505805); 2nd 

- Strike ·Company , to advance to southeast to secure a blocking 
position on road vicinity coordinates BS 507802.. The concept 

. further provided for continuation of theoperntion to east or 
southeast as directed and for extensive ambushing and patrolling 
along likely routes of egre~s from north within assigned ;zone 
of action,to 

10.. Execution 

a. ~ r·1ar~h 1966 

(1) . 4:t 200J30H" 3 ... 3, 1st Marines .~crted 3rd lhttallon, 

6 .. 1 .. iilmWI'. 
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Xuan Hoa from the landing zone were across open rice paddies.
The terrain surrounding the hamlet was similar with no marked
differences.

(6) The type and condition of arms and equipment cap-
tured indicate that the engaged enemy forces were VC Main Force
units, probably from the 1st VC Regiment.

8. Mission

a. The initial mission assigned to 3rd Battalion, 1st
Marines was established in a verbal frag order received from
Commanding Officer, 7th Marines at briefing conducted at Binh
Son, Quang Ngai Province, Republic of Vietnam. Specifically,
it assigned the following mission:

(1) Commence helilift of two reinforced companies and
a command group as soon as possible to join 2nd Strike Company
at designated landing zone.

(2) After landing in zone vicinity coordinates BS
495807, commence search and destroy operation southeast through
Village of Xuan Hoa (1) vicinity coordinates BS 505305 and
establish roadblock vicinity coordinates BS 507802.

(3) Coordinate with MAG-36 for helilift.

b, Changes to the initial mission were established by means
of daily frag orders issued by Commanding Officer, 7th Marines
and Commanding General, Task Force Delta after operational con-
trol was passed to Task Force Delta.

9. Concept of Operations. The initial concept of operations
provided for landing Company M (Rein) to secure the landing
zone followed-in trace by Command Group Alpha, Company K, and
the 2nd Strike Company, 2nd ARVN Division. After landing, Company
K to advance to east to secure Xuan Hoa Hamlet (BS 505805); 2nd
Strike Company to advance to southeast to secure a blocking
position on road vicinity coordinates BS 507802. The concept
further provided for continuation of the operation to east or
southeast as directed and for extensive umbushing and patrolling
along likely routes of egress from north within assigned zone
of action.

10. Execution

a. 20 March 1966

(1) At 200330H, S-3, 1st Marines alerted 3rd Battalion,

6
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Co Terrc:d.n 

Non-Electric Blasting Caps 

Electric Blasting Caps 

U. S_, M-605 Firing Devices 

rrime Fuze 

Detonating Cord 

CHICOM TNI' 

Assorted U. S. and CHICOM Small 
Arms Ammunition 

Individual Packs 

8 

50 

60 

9 

2.5 Peat 

20 Feet 

4 Pounds 

1000 Rounds 

35 

(1) Cover 2nd Concealment.. . Outstanding .from enemy point 
of view and poor from friendly·poinii of view. The cover oHarred 
by fol1ag~ fenc6work,and sligr.tly rising ground, provided the 
enemy uchoice l ! cover and concealment while friendly approaches 
to Xuan Hoe. were across open. rice paddies with cover and conceal­
ment being limUed to that provided by paddy dikes. 

(2) Obstacles. The fence and trench network surrounding 
Xuan Roa was a-major obstacle causing friendly troops to slow 
down and canalize in enemy killing zon,es. No f-llI'thor significant 
obstacles were encountered during the operation. 

(3) . Critical Terrain Features.: . The Hamlet of Xuan Hoa 
itself was critical because of.its position astride roads running 
north and south through the objective area. The excellent cover 
and concealment already mentioned enhanced this hamlet's position 
as a critical terrain feature. Hills 65 (BS 523792), NUi Tran 
(BS5l5780), and the hill mass vicinity BS 537785 dominated the 
surrounding terrain and wns subsequently occupied by 3rd Battalionl 
1st Marines and ARVN troops without incident& 

(4) Observ~tion and Fields of Fire. Outstanding obser­
vation and fields of fire were afforded tho en~ from positions 
in Xuan Hoa as indicated in subparagraph c .. (l) above. Friendly· 
observation was limited by the same foliage and .fcneework 
utilized by the VC. Friendly fields of fire were limited by 
the same factors. 

(5) Avenues of Approach. All avenues of approach into 

5 0/ pruner 
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8U. S. M-14 Mines

50Non-Electric Blasting Caps

60Electric Blasting Caps

U. S. M-605 Firing Devices 9

Time Fuze 25 Feet

Detonating Cord 20 Feet

4 PoundsCHICOM TNT

Assorted U. S. and CHICOM Small 1000 Rounds
Arms Ammunition

35Individual Packs

C. Terrain

(1) Cover and Concealment. Outstanding from enemy point
of view and poor from friendly point of view. The cover offerred
by follage, fencework, and slightly rising ground. provided the
enemy "choice" cover and concealment while friendly approaches
to Xuan Hoa were across open rice paddies with cover and conceal-
ment being limited to that provided by paddy dikes.

(2) Obstacles. The fence and trench network surrounding
Xuan Hoa was a major obstacle causing friendly troops to slow
down and canalize in enemy killing zones. No further significant
obstacles were encountered during the operation.

(3) Critical Terrain Features. The Hamlet of Xuan Hoa
itself was critical because of its position astride roads running
north and south through the objective area. The excellent cover
and concealment already mentioned enhanced this hamlet's position
as a critical terrain feature. Hills 65 (BS 523792), Nui Tran
(BS 515780), and the hill mass vicinity BS 537785 dominated the
surrounding terrain and was subsequently occupied by 3rd Battalion,
1st Marines and ARVN troops without incident.

(4) Observation and Fields of Fire. Outstanding obser-
vation and fields of fire were afforded the enemy from positions
in Xuan Hoa as indicated in subparagraph C.(I) above. Friendly
observation was limited by the same foliage and foncework
utilized by the VC. Friendly fields of fire were limited by
the same factors.

(5) Avenues of Approach. All avenues of approach into

5

DECLASSIFIED



.. , .... '.., 

DECLASSIFIED 
.... ':'"""::'~ •• n __ ".~ ...... r .• r __ ---' •• L 

.~ ..... ~:,~,; ... :~, .. :.,,: .... , ... " 

• 
;lfi'!" 

;';.Iti""~:.~i,,,,..,.'.: 

. . 
.- 'I(;~.~. -.'~ ... ~: '.$t>. ,.'.)3~ .... -,~ 

1st Marines to be 'prepared to provide by 201030H, a corranand 
group a nd two reinforced companies in area to be designated. 

(2) .At 2006Y)H, S-3, 1st Harines advised 3rd Battalion, 
1st Marin.es to be prepared to pass operational control of alerted 
companies to, designated Battolion and to be prepared to ass:ume 
operational control of s'!.ich companies as may ba_direct~d. 

b~ 21 March 1966 

(1) .At 2lll35H, Commanding Officer, 1st Harines directed 
Jrd Battalion, let Hilrines to provide two reinforced rifle com­
panies aoda command group for immediate deployment in area to be 
de8ignated~ Further directed that alerted companies 'Would be 
staged and preparE;d for helilift from HAG-36 Helicopter Pad not 
later than 2ll33Cli" 

(2) COnCllI'rant .1-J"ith the staging of alerted elements, the, 
CommanrlingOf.ficer and S-3, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines together . 
vdth Helicopter Unit Commander" were helilifted to Bihn Son vicin­
ity coordinates BS600922 for detailed operational briefing by 
Commanding Officer .• 7th Marines during which L-'-Hour was 'estab;" 
lished as 21lS00H~~,but la.t-Gr delayed to 211600R,;. -Subsequent to 
thj_s bri.efinK, liaison was effected -with Commanding Officer and 
senior advisor of 2nd Strike COIITJ?any, 2nd ARVN Division, which 

. had been assigned operational control to 3rd Battalion, 1st Narines, 
and a reconnaissance was made of designated.landing :?pne. 

(3) All uGrted elements of 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines 
were staged at MAG··36 Helicopter Pad by 211330H, prepared for 
belilift". Hft commenced approximately 2ll600H 1vith Gompany)1 
being the i.nitial element lifted into the zone followed in turn 
by Command Group Alpha, CompanyK, ,:mel 2nd Strike COIlI',tJany. Neg­
ative enemy contact in zone; however, helicopters receiv-ed small 
arnls fire in approach /2.11c1 retirement lanes vicinity grid square 
BS 4881 .. 

(4) During lift, a helicopter enroute to landing zone . 
.. lith heliteam from Comp~ny K embarked crashed and burned etther 
as a result of small arms fire or engine fai1urevicirdty coor­
dinates BS 496813.. 3rel Platoon, Compc1DY M was iTIunecliately 
dispatch6dto crash site. One WIA.; critically burned, was the 
only survivor and was evacuated by helicopter. ~ll other crew 
memb€rs and the b61itenm from Company K were killed 'in the crash. 
Frienc~y casualties were nine KIA, six from Co~~any K. 

(5) At 211805H, Company K and the 2nd Strike Company 
commeDcGcl assign8d~ search and destroy mission through Village 
XuanHoa (l)yicinity coordinates BS. 505805 and adjacent areas,., 
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1st Marines to be prepared to provide by 201030H, a command
group and two reinforced companies in area to be designated.

(2) At 200630H, S-3, 1st Marines advised 3rd Battalion,
1st Marines to be prepared to pass operational control of alerted
companies to designated Battalion and to be prepared to assume
operational control of such companies as may be directed.

b, 21 March 1966

(1) At 211135H, Commanding Officer, 1st Marines directed
3rd Battalion, 1st Marines to provide two reinforced rifle com-
panies and a command group for immediate deployment in area to be
designated. Further directed that alerted companies would be
staged and prepared for helilift from MAG-36 Helicopter Pad not
later than 211330H.

(2) Concurrent with the staging of alerted elements, the
Commanding Officer and S-3, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines together
with Helicopter Unit Commander, were helilifted to Bihn Son vicin-
ity coordinates BS 600922 for detailed operational briefing by
Commanding Officer, 7th Marines during which L-Hour was estab-
lished as 211500H3 but later delayed to 211600H. Subsequent to
this briefing, liaison was effected with Commanding Officer and
senior advisor of 2nd Strike Company, 2nd ARVN Division, which
had been assigned operational control to 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines,
and a reconnaissance was made of designated landing zone.

(3) All alerted elements of 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines
were staged at MAG-.36 Helicopter Pad by 211330H, prepared for
helilift. Lift commenced approximately 211600H with Company M
being the initial element lifted into the zone followed in turn
by Command Group Alpha, Company K, and 2nd Strike Company. Neg-
ative enemy contact in zone; however, helicopters received small
arms fire in approach and retirement lanes vicinity grid square
BS 4881.

(4) During lift, a helicopter enroute to landing zone
with heliteam from Company K embarked crashed and burned either
as a result of small arms fire or engine failure vicinity coor-
dinates BS 496813. 3rd Platoon, Company M was immediately
dispatched to crash site. One WIA, critically burned, was the
only survivor and was evacuated by helicopter. All other crew
members and the heliteam from Company K were killed in the crash.
Friendly casualties were nine KIA, six from Company K.

(5) At 211805H, Company K and the 2nd Strike Company
commenced assigned search and destroy mission through Village
Xuan Hoa (1) vicinity coordinates BS 505805 and adjacent areas.

7
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While advancing on the. objective". both units came under a steadily 
incl~easing volume of small arms fire delivered i'rom well-concealed 
arid entrenchEd positions loc2.ted just inside a tree line and bam-· 

.boo fenc0wor~ that. encircled the entire hamlet. Despite the heavy 
volume of fire J Compo.ny K and 2nd Strike Company continued their 
advence and rereained :Ln close contact for apprOXil'T\ately t"ro hours •. 
During this pEriod:, an airborne observer reported titJO platoons of 
VO withdrawing from Xuan Hoa (1) to- north and 2nd Strike Oompany 
reported approxi.mately one VC pla toon withd:I;'awing from hamlet to 
southGa8t~ Both targets were engaged by artillery arid armedHUlEs 
witl1 forty va KIl\. (possible) reported as a result of supporting 
f~es., 

(6)Py DJght.fBll:, Company K had advanced to point approxi­
mately 150 m8tersinto the hamlet, and the 2nd Strike Company had 
advanced to and seGured assigned objective and established road­
block vicinity coordinates BS 507802. At this point, enemy broke 
contact and withdrew under pressure.., Results of cont:).ct were 
tuent:t-seven va KIA (}onii:med) ,_ fart,y VC KIf. (possiblo) by sup_· 
port:i.t13 arms.~ ten VC KIfl. (possible) by ground action, twenty 
VC WIA (possible); five weapons captured together with a large 
amount of. demolitions and other miscellaneous equipment. Friendly 
casual.ti€S sustained were sixteen.KIA and thirty-f.our.WI/'l .• 

(7) At 212115H,. a hand grenade was thrown intO Company K 
positions at coordinates BS 5068070 Grenade did not explode.. Fif­
teen rounds were fired in direction from which grenade was thrown. 
No confirmed VC casualties o No friendly casualties. 

(8) ~f 212300H, night positions were established as 
follo,vs: Battalion Command Post at coordina tea BS ~95807; Company 
K deployed in pcrimetor from coordinates BS $05806 to BS 504805 to 
BS 506806 to BS 505807; Company M deploy€d in perimeter from coor­
dinates BS 496806 to BS 494803 taBS 497803 toBS 495804; 2nd 
Strike Compap..y deployed in p€rimeter from·BS 506802 to BS 508802 .. 

c.. "22 March 1966 

(1) At- 220630H, a patrol. from Comparv r1 was again dis .... 
patched, to the scene of the helicopter crash in effort t.o estab­
lish final casualty 'identification anc to insure destruction of 
any f:r:i€ndly weapons or other sensitive equipment.. The patrol was 
engaged by the VC; fire was immediately returnedo One friendly. 
WIll W3.S su,stained as result of contact. There were no confirmed 
VC casualties, hOi,ev'er,. . 

(2) At 220700H, Company K continued detaUed, systematic 
search and destroy mission through Village of Xuah Hoa~ CompanyM 
was held in reserve prepared to support Company K, and 2nd Strike 
Compapy advanced on Hill 22 vicinity coordinates BS 515802. 
Thlrin~-SBarch of village, Cumpany K'systematically cleared each . 

. ""trench'-and·~utmel and then destroyed srune by demolitions. 
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While advancing on the objective, both units came under a steadily
increasing volume of small arms fire delivered from well-concealed
and entrenched positions located just inside a tree line and bam-
boo fencework that encircled the entire hamlet. Despite the heavy
volume of fire, Company K and 2nd Strike Company continued their
advance and remained in close contact for approximately two hours.
During this period, an airborne observer reported two platoons of
VC withdrawing from Xuan Hoa (1) to north and 2nd Strike Company
reported approximately one VC platoon withdrawing from hamlet to
southeast. Both targets were engaged by artillery and armed HULEs
with forty VC KIA (possible) reported as a result of supporting
fires.

(6) By nightfall, Company K had advanced to point approxi-
mately 150 meters into the hamlet, and the 2nd Strike Company had
advanced to and secured assigned objective and established road-
block vicinity coordinates BS 507802. At this point, enemy broke
contact and withdrew under pressure. Results of contact were
twenty-seven VC KIA (confirmed), forty VC KIA (possible) by sup-
porting arms, ten VC KIA (possible) by ground action, twenty
VC WIA (possible); five weapons captured together with a large
amount of demolitions and other miscellaneous equipment. Friendly
casualties sustained were sixteen KIA and thirty-four WIA.

(7) At 212115H, a hand grenade was thrown into Company K
positions at coordinates BS 506807. Grenade did not explode. Fif-
teen rounds were fired in direction from which grenáde was thrown.
No confirmed VC casualties. No friendly casualties.

(8) By 212300H, night positions were established as
follows: Battalion Command Post at coordinates BS 495807; Company
K deployed in perimeter from coordinates BS 505806 to BS 504805 to
BS 506806 to BS 505807; Company M deployed in perimeter from coor-
dinates BS 496806 to BS 494803 to BS 497803 to BS 495804; 2nd
Strike Company deployed in perimeter from BS 506802 to BS 508802.

C. 22 March 1966

(1) At 220630H, a patrol from Company M was again dis-
patched to the scene of the helicopter crash in effort to estab-
lish final casualty identification and to insure destruction of
any friendly weapons or other sensitive equipment. The patrol was
engaged by the VC; fire was immediately returned. One friendly
WIA was sustained as result of contact. There were no confirmed
VC casualties, however,

(2) At 220700H, Company K continued detailed, systematic
search and destroy mission through Village of Xuan Hoa. Company M
was held in reserve prepared to support Company K, and 2nd Strike
Company advanced on Hill 22 vicinity coordinates BS 515802.
During search of village, Company K systematically cleared each
trench and tunnel and then destroyed same by demolitions.
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(3) At 220925H; 'Hill 22 and Village of Xuan Hoa were 
secured\! 

(4) A-~ 221015H, Compa:ny 1-1 received ten rounds of small 
arms firs from extreme range~ Fire returned with small arms nnd 
60mm mortars. No friendly casualtiEs; no \iC casualties confirmed. 

- ~. _. '. . 

(.5) At 22l}OOH, additional material captured by Company 
K as result of search of Xuan Han' (1) includ-ed'three claymore 
m2.i1es" eight U. S" N,,14 mines,' twenty-,five feet of time fuze, 
t1~enty feet of prirtJ.€r cord, fifty non-el€ctricblasting caps, 
sixty-five electric blasting caps, nine H-605 firing devices, 
1,000 rounds of assorted small arms ammunition, thirty-fivE; fully­
packed packs, and numerous documents" 

(6) At 2215,05H, receiv'ed Frag Order 6-66 from Task Force 
Delta directing continuation of search and destroy operations to 
east in assignedzon8~ 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines immediately 
corn..:.ne::ced t:6arcb arid. destroy operations with 2nd Strike Company 
and CompanyM abreaEt and Compoqy K (Battalion Reserve) in trace. 
Conducted artillery preparation of initial objective, Hill 65, 
vicinity ccorclimtes BS 523792, and secured objective by 221620H 
i-dthl)ut incident or cohtacT,~~ Continued search and-destroy opera­
tions ,fithout contact to east securing. night positions by. 221820H. 

(7) By 222015H, night positions ioJere established as 
;follows: Battalion COlT'.rnand Post at coordinates BS 531791; Com­
pany K deployed in perimeter from coordinates BS 530789 to BS 
.531792 to BS 529791 to BS .529794 t Gompanyr1 and 2nd St.rike C om­
pany in perimeter from coordinates BS 537785 to B3 537780 to 
BS 536789 to BS 5377850 Executed aggressive night patrol'~nd 
ambush plan; negative enemy contact. 

(8) , At 222220H, re.c€ived Task Force Delta]rag Order 
8-66 directing 3rdBatt2lion, 1st Narines to hQld io preflent posi­
tions until receipt of overlny. assigning nei.J' boundary" to be 
delivered. the morning of 23 March; further directing that one 
platQou'cf 2nd S,t:dke CompClny was to be placed uncler operational 
control of anc~ hc1:U:Lfted to 2nd vatt2Jion, 4th l1arinest 1:1J'"u to 
be coml;16t6(~ by 231000H" 

d~ 23 March 1966 

(1) All units effected resupply' of rations Clnd amnun:i.tion 
during morning .... 

(2::) At 231100H, re6eived verbal frag order from Task 
Force Delta to commence advanCE south in TAOR ar.d to establish 

·blocking positions vicinity coordinates DS 538766 and BS 538772 .. 
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(3) At 220925H, Hill 22 and Village of Xuan Hoa were
secured,

(4) At 221015H, Company M received ten rounds of small
arms firs from extreme range. Fire returned with small arms and
60mm mortars. No friendly casualties; no VC casualties confirmed.

(5) At 221300H, additional material captured by Company
K as result of search of Xuan Han (1) included three claymore
mines, eight U. S. M-14 mines, twenty-five feet of time fuze,
twenty feet of primer cord, fifty non-electric blasting caps,
sixty-five electric blasting caps, nine M-605 firing devices,
1,000 rounds of assorted small arms ammunition, thirty-five fully-
packed packs, and numerous documents.

(6) At 221505H, received Frag Order 6-66 from Task Force
Delta directing continuation of search and destroy operations to
east in assigned zone. 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines immediately
commenced search and destroy operations with 2nd Strike Company
and Company M abreast and Company K (Battalion Reserve) in trace.
Conducted artillery preparation of initial objective, Hill 65,
vicinity ccordinates BS 523792, and secured objective by 22162OH
without incident or contact. Continued search and destroy opera-
tions without contact to east securing night positions by 22182OH.

(7) By 222015H, night positions were established as
follows: Battalion Command Post at coordinates BS 531791; Com-

pany K deployed in perimeter from coordinates BS 530789 to BS
531792 to BS 529791 to BS 529794; Company M and 2nd Strike Com-
pany in perimeter from coordinates BS 537785 to BS 537780 to
BS 536789 to BS 537785. Executed aggressive night patrol and
ambush plan; negative enemy contact.

(8) At 22222OH, received Task Force Delta Frag Order
8-66 directing 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines to hold in present posi-
tions until receipt of overlay assigning new boundary, to be
delivered the morning of 23 March; further directing that one
platoon of 2nd Strike Company was to be placed under operational
control of and helilifted to 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines; lift to
be completed by 231000H.

d. 23 March 1966

(3) All units effected resupply of rations and ammunition
during morning.

(2) At 231100H, received verbal frag order from Task
Force Delta to commence advance south in TAOR and to establish
blocking positions vicinity coordinates BS 538766 and BS 538772.
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L'11r.lediately commenced advance to south, as directed" with Company 
K and Company 1:1 abreast and 2nd S~ike Company (Battalion Reserve) 
in trace. Planned artillery preparation of objective wes can­
celled because of steady flovl of helicopters across gun-target 

.. line (3ee subparagraph 6.b.) 

(3) By 231830H,.§.E:cured assigned bJ.ockil~g positions 
and estD.blished night positions with Battalion in fE.;rimeter 
from ooordinates ES 533766 to BS 538766 to BS 539771 to BS 
S35773 and the Cornm,md Post located vicinity coordinates :r£ 
~37768, EX9cuted aggressive night patrol and ambu,gh plan; 
oAgativ6€nemy contact. 

(4) At 2320h5H .• received Task Force Delta Frag Order 
10-66 directing 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines t.o commence, at 
first light, deJ.ibE'!'at8 search and destroy operations in in­
hnbited area in assigned zone of action between grid line 78 
and t.he riirer to the southo The frag order further directed 
the Datt2110D to be prepared for helicopter lift to Y.y Ha 
P€L'.ins'J.la comn:encing at 2410)OH. 

eo 24 Harch 1966 --. _ ... 
(J.) At 240830H, Company K completed search and destroy 

of :Lnhabited 2.reas as directed by Task Force Delta F-.cag Order 
10-66. NsgCltive enemy contacte 

(2) At, 21ilOOOH,lr'f.'.::J.ing zone was established and secured 
vicinity coordinates BS 531774., and at 241100H, commenced helilift 
of 2nd Strike Com;2~·toQuang Ngai and Battalion elEments to 
M~G-]6 Helicopter Padq Lift was compl€ted by 21~230H and 3rd 
Bcr(,talion, 1st Marines passed to operational control of 1st Marines. 

11. Results" Tot3.1 friendly 10ss68 numbered sev\1nteen KIA and· 
thirty-6igb~j Hlil., including one KL'\. and three WL'L s'lstained by e 
attached .i~RVN unit.. Total VC losses were established at t"renty...; 
scycn KL"1. (confirnwd), fifty KIA (possible), one VCS, and tl-Tenty 
VC ;V'JIA (possible)" Equipment captured during the operation is . 

. as set forth in paragraph 7 (Intelligence). 

12" Administrat.i'Te MattErs 

au Supply Requ.irements and Resupply. The Battalion initially 
carried f"wr.m<ooIS and one-half gallon of wat~r p~r man.. Supply 
requtrements were submitted dired.ly to Task Forco Delta. These 
requests were filled at the Force LogistiCS Support Unit at Chu 
rEi and flown directly to the Battalion by helicopter" This 
method incluc1ed all types of supplies except water which was 
proc"J.rsd . from local wells and inc'i ,\r:l.dually treated d"J.e to the 
difficl.l.lty involved in the use of water cans.. At the operational 

. site, Battalion persormer·received the request6d"supplics and 
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Immediately commenced advance to south, as directed, with Company
K and Company M abreast and 2nd Strike Company (Battalion Reserve)
in trace. Planned artillery preparation of objective was can-
celled because of steady flow of helicopters across gun-target
line (see subparagraph 6.b.)

(3) By 231830H, secured assigned blocking positions
and established night positions with Battalion in perimeter
from coordinates es 533766 to BS 538766 to BS 539771 to BS
535773 and the Command Post located vicinity coordinates BS
537768. Executed aggressive night patrol and ambush plan;
negative enemy contact.

(4) At 232045H, received Task Force Delta Frag Order
10-66 directing 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines to commence, at
first light, deliberate search and destroy operations in in-
habited area in assigned zone of action between grid line 78
and the river to the south. The frag order further directed
the Battalion to be prepared for helicopter lift to Ky Ha
Peninsula commencing at 241030H.

24 March 1966e.

(1) At 240830H, Company K completed search and destroy
of inhabited areas as directed by Task Force Delta Frag Order
10-66. Negative enemy contact.

(2) At 241000H, Iceding zone was established and secured
vicinity coordinates BS 531774, and at 241100H, commenced helilift
of 2nd Strike Company to Quang Ngai and Battalion elements to
MAG-36 Helicopter Pad, Lift was completed by 241230H and 3rd
Battalion, 1st Marines passed to operational control of 1st Marines.

11. Results. Total friendly losses numbered seventeen KIA and
thirty-sight WIA, including one KIA and three WIA sustained by
attached ARVN unit. Total VC losses were established at twenty-
seven KIA (confirmed), fifty KIA (possible), one VCS, and twenty
VO-WIA (possible). Equipment captured during the operation is
as set forth in paragraph 7 (Intelligence).

12. Administrative Matters

ao Supply Requirements and Resupply. The Battalion initially
carried four meals and one-half gallon of water per man. Supply
requirements were submitted directly to Task Force Delta. These
requests were filled at the Force Logistics Support Unit at Chu
Lai and flown directly to the Battalion by helicopter. This
method included all types of supplies except water which was
procured from local wells and individually treated due to the
difficulty involved in the use of water cans. At the operational
site, Battalion personnel received the requested supplies and
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support was 3&tis-· 

(1) In tl1J.s operation, certain sel.ected items of equip­
mcntorganic to an infantry battalion were not carried because 
of the mission given this Battalion" Included in these items 
were I06mm recoil~ssrifles and motor transport equipment& 
Organic equirmentcarried included: 8ltUm mort.ars, hOmm M-79 
grenade launchers.. 7 e62mm machine guns , Jtl5-inch rocket launchers 
and individual anns and equipment" In a separate category we;re 
fJame tllr01tlerS .,hich, while not carried, were placed on stand­
,by in the LSAo 

(2) Ammunition initally carried consisted of a basic 
allovJa!1ce per individuaL Hcsupply of expended ammunition was 
prov-j.ded as reCjuested, with two exceptions; One exception being 
amnmnition for tho 2nd Strike Company which .ms .. 3D calib€r . and. 
bad to be procur.ed from Quang NgaiJ causing considerable delay 
in receipt of requ:ested. resupply ammunition; the other exception 
being an instar..c6 "\vherein twice as much 7.,62mm linked all11lUnition 
was recEived as k\,'e$ requested" This resulted in the companibs 
car:-ying more 2.mmunition than was required and unnecessarily 
increased individual loads" 

. c. Ma1:.t!.tenance and. Salvage 

. (1) F,irst echelon maintenance on all equipment was per­
formed in the field by the individuals within tbe Battalion~ .. 
Equipmsnt requ:ll~ing higher echelon maintenance was evacuated back 
to the Batt2lion Rear where it was either r8paircd or evacuated 
to Force LogistiCS: Support Unit, Chu Lai. 

(2) Battalion personnel Here stationed at medical and 
equipment evacuation points in order to conduct salvage opera­
tions. Despite t~s procedure, considerable Battalion i.ndividual 
eqlli:;:;ment is not being recovered. CorrectiVE. action is being 
initiated (Jnd shou.:ld alleviate this problsmo' . 

d. Treatment of Casualties and Evacuation and Hospitalization 

(1) M.edical and surgical first aid was administel'ed to 
seventeen KL\s~ thirt.y··eight Wltl.s from. hostile action .. 

(2) Disposition of casualties was as f01101l's: 

(a) Thirty-bvoWIAs were treated and evacuatede .. 
~ 
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distributed same to the using units. The support was satis--

factory.

b. Equipment and Ammunition

(1) In this operation, certain selected items of equip-
ment organic to an infantry battalion were not carried because
of the mission given this Battalion. Included in these items
were 106mm recoilless rifles and motor transport equipment.
Organic equipment carried included: 81mm mortars, 40mm M-79
grenade launchers, 7.62mm machineguns, 3.5-inch rocket launchers
and individual arms and equipment. In a separate category were
flame throwers which, while not carried, were placed on stand-
by in the LSA.

(2) Ammunition initally carried consisted of a basic
allowance per individual. Resupply of expended ammunition was
provided as requested, with two exceptions: One exception being

II ammunition for the 2nd Strike Company which was .30 caliber and
had to be procured from Quang Ngai, causing considerable delay
in receipt of requested resupply ammunition; the other exception
being an instance wherein twice as much 7.62mm linked ammunition
was received as W2.8 requested. This resulted in the companies
carrying more ammunition than was required and unnecessarily
increased individual loads.

Maintenance and SalvageC.

(1) First echelon maintenance on all equipment was per-
formed in the field by the individuals within the Battalion,
Equipment requiring higher echelon maintenance was evacuated back
to the Battalion Rear where it was either repaired or evacuated
to Force Logistics Support Unit, Chu Lai.

(2) Battalion personnel were stationed at medical and
equipment evacuation points in order to conduct salvage opera-
tions. Despite this procedure, considerable Battalion individual
equipment is not being recovered. Corrective action is being
initiated and should alleviate this problem.

d. Treatment of Casualties and Evacuation and Hospitalization

(1) Medical and surgical first aid was administered to
seventeen KIAs, thirty-eight WIAs from hostile action,

(2) Disposition of casualties was as follows:

(a) Thirty-two WIAs were treated and evacuated.

11 L
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(b) Six 1rJITts were treated and returned to duty. 

(c) :tJeue of the thi.r':.,y~t1,;o treated and evacuat.ed 
were returned to clut.y c:[l l:;:'ing the operat.ion", 

(3) ALl 818C'J.SGS WGre initially sent to Company B, 3rcl 
Medical Battalion at Ghu L3i via helicoptGr", 

Ud Hospit\?J.ization l-vaS initially provided at. Company B, 
3rd }1GcQ.cal Battal::i.on~ however, all personnel Ivere further evacu­
ated too anotber medical facility~ as designated by Company B.il 3rd 
Meclj,cal Bat.t.ahon. 

eo ~edica1 E'V'2.J.uation} General 

(1) He(~ical and surgical treatment (albumin.o morphine 
a nee first aid measures) w~s administered to a max:i.mum level by 
hospi.tal corpamen decpite heavy concentr'3tedhostilc fire fer 
prolor:gcd durat:"on~, 

(2) HslicopteX' evacuation was timely and undoubt@dl.y 
enn&DcGd WL\s s~rv~valo 

(3) Or:e medi.cal officer and :::e'lenteen hospital corpsmen 
of 3rd Battalion, 1st Harines ~ere utilized on Operation TEXAS.,. 

(1) Q~~al~ There were no major communic~tions problems 
encounte:;:-ed during the three and one-half days this u.n:i.t '\vaS com­
miUecl t,Q Operat1on T:81:1\3, Sp8cifi.c probleme will be discussed 
under tllO appropriate hendings belowo . 

(2) Per8onnel~ The commur~cation organization for 3rd 
Battalion .• 12 T l'iLarI'riEJii during Operation TEXLiS \ms as follows: 

Cornmun:i.catia ns Officer 
Radi.o Chief 
Assistant Hildio Chief 
Eight Radio Operators 
Two l1essage Genter Nen 
TV-TO Hire Men 

(b) TACP. Nor:nal persor.ne1 T/O~ 

(c) SL'TlIi1 HortaX' Platoon" Normal personnel TIO., 
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(b) Six WIAs were treated and returned to duty.

(c) None of the thirty-two treated and evacuated
were returned to duty during the operation,

(3) All evacuses were initially sent to Company B, 3rd
Medical Battalion at Chu Lai via helicopter,

(4) Hospitalization was initially provided at Company B,
3rd Medical Battalion; however, all personnel were further evacu-
ated to another medical facility, as designated by Company B, 3rd
Medical Battalion.

e. Medical Evaluation, General

(1) Medical and surgical treatment (albumin, morphine
and first aid measures) was administered to a maximum level by
hospital corpsmen despite heavy concentrated hostile fire for
prolonged duration,

(2) Helicopter evacuation was timely and undoubtedly
enhanced WIAs survival.

(3) One medical officer and seventeen hospital corpsmen
of 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines were utilized on Operation TEXAS.

f Communications

(1) General. There were no major communications problems
encountered during the three and one-half days this unit was com-
mitted to Operation TEXAS, Specific problems will be discussed
under the appropriate headings below.

(2) Personnel, The communication organization for 3rd
Battalion, 1st Marines during Operation TEXAS was as follows:

(a) Communications Section

Communications Officer
Radio Chief
Assistant Radio Chief
Eight Radio Operators
Two Message Center Men
Two Wire Men

(b) TACP. Normal personnel T/O,

(c) 81mm Mortar Platoon. Normal personnel T/O.

12
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Ca) .communications Sectio~ 

T,]0 A:'ltecna RC·,292· 
One Raelio Set AN/PP..c-L17 
Fou:!:'R.ad:i 0 Sets .\\.N/PH8~25 
c' . IT''l h . 'T" 1/·FT 0."'x J. e. ep •. ones ___ ""-. . J, 

-----

• 

One-fourth 1i!ile of Wire 1rID-l/l'l' 

One Ra:3.io 8Gt AN!PRC-41 
On8 Radio Sao.:, AN/PTI.c-h7 

Communications 

0r:eR:tdio S8t J.I;/PBD-IO (This radio was damaged 
. on the first. day of t,ne operation and was replaced by an ANjPHC-25 
from the Oommunication Section)" 

(c) I3lrrrr:1 Mortar Platoon~ normal .. 

(a) Fa!' the rnajorportion of the operatior." radio 
communisatioDs we::.'e sat,isiactory..., The ,g,ntenna RC-292 ,,,as utiJ.ized 
on all FH circ,uits ifhen the situation permittedo, 

(b) ,Problems which were encountered on radio circuits 
were as follows: 

L The B!J.ttalion Tact.ical Net was only five-tenths' 
( .. 5) of a m8gac;ycle a'jove the Task Force Tactical Net, (p). On 
D,,"Dcty? this c!lussd cOl)siderable :i.rrr,erfereuce between these two 
circu:Lts due to th0 high induction/interference characteristic of 
the radio set. AN/PRC.":2,5" The Battalion Te.ctical Net frequency was 
shifted 'GO D-J.98 at L·Hour plus two, and the interference was 
greatly reduced". 

2. A~; t:i..lnes during the night of 20 March, 3rc1. Dat.,. 
talion.l 1st Marines was required to relay traffic to Task Force 
Hcadqu,'lrters, through one of the ether batts.lions.. This vas due 
to poor:c'Elceiv:i.ng and transmitting conditions" 3rd Battalion, 
1st Hal'jnas v:AG located. at ooo.rdinates l3S 495807 ()- The distance 
to 'l'as~{ Force HfJ2clquo.:;:tera "t-Jas ap~)rox:l.ms t.eJ.y 9 ('.,6 mi.les, inter­
vening terrain· ran to h3ights of 183 meters It On the night of 23 
March, commu.r.ice'i:,j,ons 0:.1 the Task Forde Tactical Net were excel­
lent; how3ve:r, the T2flk Force Command ~Tet 's effictency began to 
deteriorClte as d.:.,rl,ness came and became 'hlselcss after dark.,. The 
frequency u.sed VlPS above f:1..:ft.y m2gC\(!ycles and the same situation was 
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(3) Equipment. Equipment utilized by the Communications
Section for the command group was as follows:

(a) Communications Section

Two Antenna RC--292
One Radio Set AN/PRC-47
Four Radio Sets AN/PRO-25
Six Telephones TA-1/PT
One-fourth Mile of Wire WD-1/PT

(b) TACP (Per Team)

One Radio Set AN/PRC-41
One Radio Set AN/PRC-47

(This radio was damagedOne Radio Set AN/PRO-10
on the first day of the operation and was replaced by an AN/PRC-25
from the Communication Section).

(c) 81mm Mortar Platoon. Normal.

(4) Radio

(a) For the major portion of the operation, radio
communications were satisfactory. The antenna RC-292 was utilized
on all FM circuits when the situation permitted.

(b) Problems which were encountered on radio circuits
were as follows:

1. The Battalion Tactical Net was only five-tenths
(.5) of a megacycile above the Task Force Tactical Net (P). On
D-Day, this caused considerable interference between these two
circuits due to the high induction/interfcrence characteristic of
the radio set AN/PRC-25. The Battalion Tactical Net frequency was
shifted to D-198 at L-Hour plus two, and the interference was
greatly reduced,

2. At times during the night of 20 March, 3rd Bat-
talion, 1st Marines was required to relay traffic to Task Force
Headquarters through one of the other battalions. This was due
to poor receiving and transmitting conditions. 3rd Battalion,
1st Marines WSG located at coordinates BS 495807. The distance
to Task Force Headquarters was approximately 9.6 miles, inter-
vening terrain.ran to heights of 183 meters. On the night of 23
March. communications on the Task Forde Tactical Net were excel-
lent; however, the Task Force Command Net's efficiency began to
deteriorate as darkness came and became useless after dark, The
frequency used was above fifty magacycles and the same situation was

13
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experiencEd by Jrd Battalion, 1st Marines during Operati.on roUBlE 
EAGLE ., Phase IT vdth frequencies nbove fifty megacycles .. 

30 Radto cormr.unicat:,i.ons with sj.ngle sideband equ{p­
ment (PRe-u7) 11:88 marginal" At t:i.m8s) 1vhen the Command Poet. was 
locnted on prorri.D.ent terrain features, the Task Force Command 2 
and TAR Nets vTere marginal at bes-!-,. The Task Force Tactical 2 
was D8Y6r s~.t1sf.'actory at:'.d marginal at best. It is felt that this 
was prmarHy due to the frequency employsd, as the frequencies 
on the lewer end of the PHC-47 band p:C'8sent an~enna loading prob­
let1s anel do not seEm to insure com'!lul.lications oyer aIT acceptable 
dj,stD.nce~ 

(c) Rec omm2 'uda tionsfor improved radio communica­
tions are as follo'G-JS: 

l~ ll'1 frequencies employed over distances greater 
thanfiire rr.iles clur:i_ng the hours of darkness be below fifty mega­
cycles~ 

29 Sil1gIG sj_c1eband frequencies be utili zed that are 
above 5000KCs" as tbese freqc.encies seem to give the distance and 
qualit.y J'aguirGd~ hm·Jever" it is further recommended that single 
sideband not be utilizsd for cOITll'lUnications betv-leen i(egimental 
or Task Force Headquarters anc.. Dattalio~:> but that atl Fi1 command 
net be established", In this ca::::e, the net can beactiv-ated 'at 
all times and not .~iu.st during those instances when the tactical 
situat,ion permits the1 Bat.tal.ion G'.:mlmand Fost to remain in a fiXed 
posit:i.on for extended perieds. J\J.so by eliminatio'l o.r the PRC-47.1 
the transportaticn and logistic problems would be decreased" 

C~) 1liTirfi a. f!1.lnirnal wire '1-1<1.5 utilized in OperCltion 
TEXll.B.. '\-Jire comrr.ut1ications 1..raS employed only during the periods 
the Battalion Coti1mand PO,'Jt lieS established during hours of darkPess. 
Wj.re '\<JaS kept to a rr..inimum and onJ.y the following lines were in­
stalled: 

(a) S-:3 to FSGC/8lmm HQrtar FDG (Hot) 

(b) S·~·3 to Air Liaison Officer 

(6) 8upj)ly/l'laintenance. Resupply ~nc. evacuati.on of equip­
ment op8:;,~at.ed-eHTcTentlY8 - lui items requested were received Hithin 
tHenty·"fo'.lr hour.s 0 . 

(7) §E~c~t;';omiElmicati.ons Emplo;ymen~" None .. 

13, SD8Cial Ec;uinment or TGchniouf)3" 3rd Dattali.on, 1st Me,rines 
did r:ot' utiliz8a~y-APGCrarGqllTpment or techniques that ar~. n.ot 
coverod elsewhere in this report" 

'1"?3 rr U I bE 
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experienced by 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines during Operation DOUBLE
EAGLE - Phase II with frequencies above fifty megacycles.

3. Radio communications with single sideband equip-
ment (PRC-47) was marginal. At times, when the Command Post was
located on prominent terrain features, the Task Force Command 2
and TAR Nets were marginal at best. The Task Force Tactical 2
was never satisfactory and marginal at best. It is felt that this
was primarily due to the frequency employed, as the frequencies
on the lower end of the PRC-47 band present antenna loading prob-
lems and do not seem to insure communications over arr acceptable
distance,

(c) Recommendations for improved radio communica-
tions are as follows:

1. I'M frequencies employed over distances greater
than five miles during the hours of darkness be below fifty mega-
cycles,

2. Single sideband frequencies be utilized that are
above 5000KCs, as these frequencies seem to give the distance and
quality required; however, it is further recommended that single
sideband not be utilized for communications between Regimental
or Task Force Headquarters and Battalion, but that an FM command
net be established. In this case, the net can be activated at
all times and not just during those instances when the tactical
situation permits the Battalion Command Post to remain in a fixed

position for extended periods. Also by elimination of the PRC-47,
the transportation and logistic problems would be decreased.

(5) Wire. Minimal wire was utilized in Operation
TEXAS. Wire communications was employed only during the periods
the Battalion Command Post was established during hours of darkness.
Wire was kept to a minimum and only the following lines were in-
stalled:

(a) S-3 to FSCC/81mm Mortar FDC (Hot)

(b) S-3 to Air Liaison Officer

(6) Supply/Maintenance, Resupply and evacuation of equip-
ment operated efficiently. All items requested were received within
twenty-four hours,

(7) Special Communications Employment. None.

13, Special Equipment or Techniques, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines
did not utilize any special equipment or techniques that are not
covered elsewhere in this report.
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a" On Operation n;X[i.S~ as viaS the case on Operation UTAH, 
this Battalion engaged an en~;T!W that possessed definite charac­
terist.ics<lrd omp.l.oyed the follo1viD.e; tactics .. 

(1) Cccupied positions in hamlets that Here similar 
in all respects to ad,jacent h:lllllets and would not be the subject 
of o-!itTe:C the.n ordinary aerial reconnai.ssance or observation" ... --....:..~ . 

(2) Defended the hamlet frcm mutuDlly~supporting.9 well­
concealed, entrenched positions that covered all apprcachcd to 
the haInlct .. 

(3) Propa.red and utilj.zed cave complexes for protection 
from massive ar'..:.illery and close air prep[!ration (the Hamlet of 
Xuan Hoa (1) 1rJas subjected to· ninety minutes of air/artillery 
prepara tioD without signific<l nt :::-6Sl11 ts ). 

(4) Permitted friendly forces to close to minimum dis­
tance before eugClgj_ng. 

(5) Made extensive usc of bamboo fcnceworks/trenches 
as obstacles 2ud to channelize friendly forces into enfilading 
fields of fire., 

(6) Hnir:.taincd contacts until nightfoll, broke contact, 
and on thdrew under COVEll' of darkness .. 

After analyzing the foregoj~ng, certain facts become obvious. 

(1) Th2.t normal air/artillery preparation firlOs will 
not, destroy VC prepared fortificatiqns and entrenclli'1lents, and 
that, if tangible results are to be realized, extensIve use of 
heavy ordnance Hith c~olay fuzes must be employed, follo1rJed by 
napalm and/or "Thite phosphorous.., 

(2) That more extensive use must be made of chemical 
irritants to 11drivott VC def8nders from prepared positions to 
include deli V6Ty b;;.r ~rtillery a nd/ Dr air .. 

(3) Thnt artilleryand/cr air must be employed to liseal 
offlt defEnded hC!mlet during daylight to prevent withdrmml of VC. 

(4) That it 
from 
that 

'l'rK' .,._. r1t.l\. 
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14. Commander's Analysis

a, On Operation TEXAS, as was the case on Operation UTAH,
this Battalion engaged an enemy that possessed definite charac-
teristics and employed the following tactics.

(1) Occupied positions in hamlets that were similar
in all respects to adjacent hamlets and would not be the subject
of other than ordinary aerial reconnaissance or observation.

(2) Defended the hamlet from mutually-supporting, well-

concealed, entrenched positions that covered all approached to
the hamlet.

(3) Prepared and utilized cave complexes for protection
from massive artillery and close air preparation (the Hamlet of
Xuan Hoa (1) was subjected to ninety minutes of air/artillery
preparation without significant results).

(4) Permitted friendly forces to close to minimum dis-

tance before engaging.

(5) Made extensive use of bamboo fenceworks/trenches
as obstacles and to channelize friendly forces into enfilading
fields of fire.

(6) Maintained contacts until nightfall, broke contact,
and withdrew under cover of darkness.

After analyzing the foregoing, certain facts become obvious.

(1) That normal air/artillery preparation fires will
not destroy VC prepared fortifications and entrenchments, and

that, if tangible results are to be realized, extensive use of
heavy ordnance with delay fuzes must be employed, followed by
napalm and/or white phosphorous.

(2) That more extensive use must be made of chemical
irritants to "drive" VC defenders from prepared positions to
include delivery by artillery and/or air.

(3) That artillery and/cr air must bc employed to "seal
off" defended hamlet during daylight to prevent withdrawal of VC.

(4) That it is necessary, if the VC are to be prevented
from breaking contact and withdrawing under cover of darkness,
that patrols and/or ambush positions be established on all routes
of egress from hamlets prior to darkness. This does not mean by
"sealing off" objectivo area by other battalion, as is now stan-
dard procedure, but rather by establishment of "close-in" ambush
positions by the company or battalion engaged. This means each
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batt31ion should have a IJllnlmum of three companies. The estab­
lishn:ent oLthese ambushes by cross-country movement, at best, 
bece .. r.se of tims and distance factors or enemy i'ire, can prove 
c1ifficul t,1 if not impossible; thl1s.~ the solution demands.t on 
occasion: 6P.11,11acing I!close~in" ambush positions by helicopter 
even though t:le total ai:!' distancE; traveled might only be a 
matter of. 500 to 1.,000 meters" 

b o The nex.t most significant observation to be &a\..o from 
Operation TEXflS., and the same was applicable for Operation UTAH 
and DOUBIE EAGLE also, is that, as a general rule, the VC do not 
dEfend the !.thigh groundU " This observation is significant in 
teTrr.s of selection of helicpter landing zones. 

The most critical phase of aWJ helicopterborne assault is 
the seizu:re and securing of the landing zone. Thus, it .follow's 
that the less enGmy combat during the initial phases of the 
landing., tha greater the chances of success i3.nd the less loss 
in terms of men and helicopters .. 

Accordingly.., it is recommended that serious consideration 
be directed to the selection of tlhigh groundU as helicopter 
lanc~ing zones if thG distance from zone to objective is not ex­
ces.:::1.V8.-, 1'his is considered significant dne to tbe fact that 
in recen'::' operations, selected landing zones--in low fHt rice 
paddies" etc.--have been subjected to intense heavy small arms 
and mortar firE with a resultant increase in friendly casual­
ties", It is realized, of course, that the us.e of high ground 
in most instances 1tri.ll restrict the number of helicopers that 
can land simultaneously, but it is considered appropriate to 
note that in thE vast majority of h61icopterborne assaults-­
ex.cept for the inj.tial w8ye--hGlicopters land i.n soctions of 
two to four.. Thus,. th€ use of llhigh ground" as a ID.ncling 
zone 1ilOulcl not appreciably reduce rapid build-up in the zone· .• 

15 e Recommendati.cns. Specific recommEndations drawn for ex­
perience gaine~from Operation TEL~S are delineated in those 

. paragraphs dealing with the problem areo.: (i.oo COIlllTlunications, 
etc) 0 

~.I(~Jr 
J. R. YOUNG ' I 

Copy to: CO, 1st Marines 
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battalion should have a minimum of three companies. The estab-
lishment of these ambushes by cross-country movement, at best,
because of time and distance factors or enemy fire, can prove
difficult, if not impossible; thus, the solution demands, on
occasion, emplacing "close-in" ambush positions by helicopter
even though the total air distance traveled might only be a
matter of 500 to 1,000 meters.

b. The next most significant observation to be drawn from
Operation TEXAS, and the same was applicable for Operation UTAH
and DOUBLE EAGLE also, is that, as a general rule, the VC do not
defend the "high ground". This observation is significant in
terms of selection of heliepter landing zones.

The most critical phase of any helicopterborne assault is
the seizure and securing of the landing zone. Thus, it follows
that the less enemy combat during the initial phases of the
landing, the greater the chances of success and the less loss
in terms of men and helicopters.

Accordingly, it is recommended that serious consideration
be directed to the selection of "high ground" as helicopter
landing zones if the distance from zone to objective is not ex-
cessive, This is considered significant due to the fact that
in recent operations, selected landing zones--in low flat rice
paddies, etc. have been subjected to intense heavy small arms
and mortar fire with a resultant increase in friendly casual-
ties. It is realized, of course, that the use of high ground
in most instances will restrict the number of helicopers that
can land simultaneously, but it is considered appropriate to
note that in the vast majority of helicopterborne assaults--
except for the initial wave--helicopters land in soctions of
two to four, Thus, the use of "high ground" as a landing
zone would not appreciably reduce rapid build-up in the zone.

15. Recommendations. Specific recommendations drawn for ex-
perience gained from Operation TEXAS are delineated in those
paragraphs dealing with the problem area (i.e. Communications,
etc).

JRYonnyJ. R. YOUNG

Copy to: CO, 1st Marines

16

DECLASSIFIED


