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SECTION I,

CRGANIZLVIONATL DATA

T —

o v r R

3rd Battalion, lst Marines
FP0,. San Francisco, 96602 .

PERTOD COVERED

1 - 31 March 1965

COMMANDING OFFICER _

Iisutenant Colonel Jemes-R. YOUNG

EXFCUTIVE OFFICER

Major Herschel L. JOHNSON,

- . STAFF ASSIGNMENIS

1stIt J. B, HUNTER, III
1stIt W. D. KIG :
Capt o L. BAGGETT

Maj V. D. FILIMORE

Capt L. H. GONZALES

Capt M, C, PREASE

Maj M. W. MCCOURY, JR.
Capt J. R. SKEMEITA
1stLlt J. D, WITHERSPOON
1stlt F, J. SCHNACKENBERG
It(MC) G, V. DESHAZO
I£(CHC) K. IOEFFLER

UNIT COMMANDERS .

Capt J.
Capt T,
Capt M.

J. ST+ CLAIR
B. LECKY

C. PEASE
‘Capt L. H. GONZALES
Capb J« T+ SEHULSTER
1stLt Se H. GREGCRY
Capt Co Wo LATTING

COMMAND POST LOCATIONS

Cha Iai, Quang Tin Province
Quang Ngal Province
Ohu Iai, Quang Tin Province
Quang Ngail Province
Chu Iai, Quang Tin Province

:._. NS wtm:ﬂi_ﬁ"

X

JRa

S-1 (1-15 March)
S=1 (16-31 March) .

/-

- S5-2

5=-3

§-i (1-2 Mareh) ,
S=i (3-31 March) -
Comrmunication Officer
Air Liaison Officer
Supply Officer

Motor Transport Officer
Medical Officer
Chaplain

H&S Company

Company I

Company K (1~2 March)
Company K (3-31 March)
Company L (1~17 March)
Company L (18-31 March)
Company M

1 =~ 3 March 1566

L = 7 March 1966

8 = 20 March 1966
21 = 2l March 1966
25 « 31 March 1966

ENCLOSURE (1)
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Map refersnces for period 1 - 3, € - 20, 25 « 31 March 1%2858:

Vietnam, 1:50,000, 4M3 Series L701, Sheets 6757 II, 6757
o1, 6757 IV .

Map references for period bt — 7, 21 - 2l March 1966: - Vietnam,
1:50,000, AMS Sexies L701, Sheets 6756 I, 6756 IE, 6756
T, 6756 IV :

AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

OFFICERS ENLISTED
USMG ab - USHC 931
USN 3 ' USH L1
2 . ENCLOSURE: (1)
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SECTION IT: PERSONMEL/ADM JISF?ATION

A. Summary. During the period covered by this report; 3rd Bat-
talion, “Ist Marines, tiers
within assigned tactical. areas; narticipated in Operations UTAH
and TEXAS. These cxtensive commitments compounded administra-
tive problems; conscquontly, a maximum effort wes rsquired in
order to expcdite the volume of administretive work that had -
accumulated during operativng. : '

in addition to condroting normel orers

B. Significant Events

1. Effective 1 March 1966, Battalion Ianding Team 3/1 was
deactivated, which, in turnu, resuLted in the administrative loss
of nineteen USMC officers, 356 USMC enlisted, and one USN en-
listeda

2. Tn an effort to vary individual rotation tour dates, on
12 and 13 Merch, ths Battalion joined 209 enlisted Marines; and
in turn, on 15 March, transferred 103 enlisted Marinez to other
batialions, '

3. During tne period 1 - 31 March, the Battalicn sustained
fifty-eight men killed in action and 148 wounded in action. The
resultant decrease in manpower necessitated a change of the com-
bat réadiness ca tegory of the Battalion to 0«2,

C. Problem Avcas/New Developmentss .Two vifle companies and
Headcvarters and Service Cumpany are located.in thne Battalion
Sommznd POost area vieinity cocrdinates BT r“"SO"" ‘while the
remaining two comparies are deD¢oy€Q' on the islands of Ky Fua,
v101n1ty coorq1nates grid square 5013 and Ky Xuan, v1c1n1ty
coordinates grid square h809o Accordingly, the -administrative
sections of these companies are established on the islands.
This sL,ugtlon Kas p*esented some’ llf;lculty in the tlmcly
submission of required reports, mainly because of the diffi-
culty in communicating with thege companiess Steps are being
taken at the present time to transfer administrative sections
the  vicinity. of -the Battalion Command Poste

D. Pers.cnnel‘ff

‘i,'i;‘ Battallon charqeaole surcngth (cnd of o”ri 15 »

e e AT " D
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OFFICER ENLISTED
U, 3. Marine Corps 32 861
Ua S. Navy 3 Lo

E. Discipline, Iaw and Order. Good discipline was maintained
within this command; however, there has been an increase in
judicial proceedings during this period., Violations of Articlie
113 (Misbehaviocr of Sentinel), Uniform Cede of Military Justice,
has been the basis for the majority of the referrals to Special
Courts-Martial, Tihe following statistice for the period are
submitteds

1. Courbs-Marsial

Pending
Summary None
Special - 12
Completed
None
3
2. Non-dudicial Purdshuent !
Battalion Commandsrs L
Company Commandors 8

F. DMorale, PY, Pogtal Affairs, liberiy

1. The wmerals of this organization contimees to ke excellent.
Many things have influenced the morals; of significance were:

:

a. Two mnjor combat cperativis in repid succession,
e Improvement of living conditions within the Battalion
and separate compary areas; pariicularly notoworthy was the algging

of wells within company posicions located on the islands of Ey
Hoz and Ky Xuan. :

2o The nightly showing of motion pictures to Headgquarters
and Service Compairy and the two rifle companies in the Battaliocn
Command Post area, S

2. Adverse Tactors include:

a, Inedequate beer rations for Battalion persounel.

- EMIOSURE: (1)
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b., Sporadic mail servie:.

e TN B
CLOTADTD 1A TEAL L83 a

G. Chaplainis Achivities

1. Generdli

- s sttt

SERVICES HOURS OF SEAVICES ATTENDANGE
Sunday ' 27 515
Weekday - 60 . 638

Total T 153

2. In addition, fifteen communion services were held and 117
men received comminion at these services. Fifty-two hospital '
calls were made and fifty interviews were conducted, Also, six
Memorial Servicer 'mre conducted at which U87 Marines attended.

A Chapel Choir ii.s ueen formed and is now functionirg.

3. The Cheriinin accompanied the Battalion cn Operations UTAH
and TFXAS, hoiding evening prayer service with the men. Addition-
ally. he #:oisled and ministered to the wounded on the battleflelds

s e @
WS o
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A. Summary of Enemy Activity

e Duriug March, 3rd Battalicn, 1lst Mariaazs participated
in Operation UTAH and Cperation TEXAS and conducted one company-
size operation against the Vieh Cong/FAVH forcess  These opesrations

totaled eight dajs,

b. Witi the excepiion of “the first three days of Math
gnemy contact wes deily. The nost significant contacts and actions
occurred during Operations UTAH and TEXAS and are as follows:

(1) Operation UTAH

2} On 5 March, Command Group Alpha and Com=
panies I, Ly, and ¥ engaged elements of the 21st North Vietnamese
Regiment at vicinity ccordinates BS 554838, The engagement lasted

ﬁfor period of approximatoly eight hovrs zgainst cuneny forcss
iwho occup*ed classic defensive positions in depth, were well-
ammed and <« iipped; and defended occupied positions in strength,
With hlghtfa¢" on 5 March, enemy resistance slackened, though
every effort was made to maintain contact, and; on & March, the
objective was subjected to extansive air/artillery preparation
following which, it was 1mmeq1ate1y asgaulted, Nc coniact was
made dvring assaunli,

(b) IPoliowing the assault of the objective
area; a detailed search and clear operation was ccnducted re-
sulting in the location of an cxtensive tunnel and underground
bunzer nebtwerky; ths  cxamination of which indicated that the

" area was a possible battalion or regimental command poste Sub-
sequent examination of capltursd cdecuments corfirmed thie indi-
caticn, identifying the unit and command post as being that of

-~ the 21lst North Vietnzmese Regiment. The tunnel complex was
destroyed on 7 March with an expenditurs of 5000 pounds of C-k,

(c) Enemy casualties,as a result of Operation
UTAH totaled 102 confirmsd Kid with 109 possible KiA,

{2) Operation TEXAS

(a) At 21318CSE. Company X and the 2nd Strike
Company, 2ad A2VN Division, ¢ommenced assigned search and destroy
migsion through the village of Xuan Hoa (1), vicinity coordinates
BS 505805, and adjacent areas., While advancing cn the objective,

6 ENCLOSURE: (1)
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both units came:under a steadily increasing volume of small arms
fire, delivered from well-concezled and entrenched positions
located just inside a tree line and bamboo fencework that en-
circled the ‘entire hamlet. Despite the heavy volume of fire,
Company X and 2nd Strike Company continued their advante and
remidined in close contact for approximately two hours. During
this period; an airborne observer reported two platoons of VC
withdrawing-from Xuan Hoa (1) to the north, and the 2nd Strike
Company reported approximatély one VC platoon withdrawing from
the hamlet to the southeast. Both targets were engaged by
artillery and armed HUlEs with forty VC KIA (possible) reported -

as’'a result oi' supporting fires.

; (b) By nightfall, Company K nad achranced to
a point approximately 150 meters into the hamlet; and the 2nd’
Strike Company had advanced to and secured its assigned objec-
tive and established a roadblock at vieinity coordinates 8BS
507802, At this point, the enemy broke contact and withdrew
under préssures Results of contact were twenty-seven VG Kla
{confimed), forty VC KIA (possible) by supporting amms, ten

- VC KIA (possﬂ:le) by ground actlon, and twenty VG wm (possn.ble).

(c) Examination of captured weapons, materlal,
and documents indicated that the enemy engaged was Main Force

VG, probably two platoons of the 1st A'H Reg:.ment flghting as a

rear guardo

" Be Recap:.tulatlon of Enemy Actrnty

1. . Contacts. ‘With the exception of Operations UTAH and
TEXAS , & total of twenty-three separate VO contacts were made
during March. These contacts reflect incidents where fire was

either received, delivered, or exchanged.

Specific details

are delineated in the Chronological Nerrative of Significant o

Events, %ectlon IV, paragraph C
2. Enemy Losses.
Personnel

_'VC KIAn (Coni‘lmed)
VC KIi (Possible)
veS

VGG
C WIA

© VO WIA (Possible)

130 -
189
7
L
.6
36

ENCIOSURE: (1)
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" b, Weapons and Equipment Destrdyed or Captufed;

~CHICQM ILight Machinegun
CHICOM Sub-Machinegun .

- CHICOM Heavy Machlnegun

' CHICOM Rifle
CHICOM Pistol -

CHICOM Grenades

. 5Tmm Recoilless Rifle
-82mm Mortar ,

U.S5. Claymore Mines
U.8. M~1l Mines

" U.S. M-1 Rifle
U.8. Browning Automatic Rifle
Non~Electric Blasting Caps

. Electric Blasting Caps’ . -

~'U.8, M-605 Firing. Dev1ces '

. Time Tuze - e .25 Feet .
Detonating Cord =~ . S .20 Feet _
“CHICGH TNT L Ppun
Assorted U.S. and CHICOM Small Arms’ ,000 Ro1qu

tmmunition

Sw

I W ]

cb\JFJia

o
v:c:o»s&e

c. Iarge quanities of documents were recovered from enemy
dead or found abandoned on the battlefield during Operations UTAH
and TEXAS., All were processed through normal intelligence channelsa.

C. Weather and Terrain

1. Weather, Weather throughout March was preaomlnately clear
and hot, Ralnfall cecurred on 10, 11, and 27 March., Weather had .
nc effect on cperaticns with the. exceptlon that there was an in-
creased number of heat casualties due to extreme tcmpcratu“es and
high hunidity, prédominstely frem new personnei joined from CONUS.
See Section IT, paragraph B.2,

2, Terrain, The Battalion operated in terrain ranging from
flat and sandy in its assigned TAOR, to rice paddies and low hills
that typified the terrain in the objective areas of Operations
UT5H and TEXAS, Terrain posed no serious problems, . Troops moved
entirely by helicopter or foot durlng both operations and by foot
or LVT within the TAOR,

8 - ENCTOSURE: (1)
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SECTIONvIV. OPERATIONiflRAINIVG

A, ggeratlons _ . _
1. During the period 1 - 3 March, the 3rd Eattalion, ist

. Marines assumed the responsibility for Air Base Security of: .-
. MAG~12.Air Strip by relieving the previously established Air

Base Defense Coordinator and Security Company. from. the 2nd .
Battallon, Tth Marines. Company I and Gompany K were assigned
this mission to- include. external security of the RMK construc-
tion facility and- the Chu Iai Combat Basae Class V Dump located’
from vicinity coordinates BT 5560LL to BT 5630L43. In accor-

"darice. with.verbal 1nstruct10ns from the Commandlng Officer,

lst Marines, the two remaining rifle companies and a command-
group were placed and malntalned on 31zhhour alert. e

2. On L March, Brd Battallon, 1st Marines was directed
to preparedfor immediate deployment by helicopter to area of
operations to be dssignated. The alert eventually 1nc1uded
all-four rifle companiscs in addition to a command group.

The Battalion, after being alerted, was placed under opera-
tional control of Task Force Delta, OCompany K which was

passed to diredét cperational eontrol of Task Egrée Delta.f .

3. By OL1500H. 3rd Battalion, lst Marines commenced
helilift into designated zone vicinity BS 55L875. There was
negative enemy contact during helilift into landing zone.
Immediately following the landing, Company M and Company L, -
in accordance with assigned Battalion mission, commenced .
movement Lo establish degignated blocking positions while
Company I and Command Group Alpha remained vicinity landing

zone. There was no 31gn1f1cant enemy contact during the .
night-. .

L. Commenclng at first 1lght on 5 March, the Battallon

_(-) advanced in southward direction with two companies

abreast, and at 051030H, contact with enemy forces vicinity _
coordinates BS 555838 and BS 55283h was established. X Mo -

S By OSllOOH, both’ Company M and Company L wsoere héavily‘
engaged 1n respective zone of actlon.v ’

6. Compeny L engaged what was considered to.be approxi-
mately one platoon on objective (this estimate was later re=
vised upward and is now considered to be closer to a compaqy)

..Vo were .in well—prepared positions, splder traps, and had

heavily mined and -booby-trapped entire arca., Company L r
mained in heavy, close contact including heavy automatic wea- _
pons fire and grenades for approximately thrée hours and, in

e g ’ _Emmwm:(n
- ’ o © ONCTASSIFIED.
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conjunction with st ARVN Lirborne Battalion, cleared ‘cbjective .

"of all VC resistance by'deliberate, systematic search and destroy .

W

of objective area which required. engs glng and "rocting" individusl
Ve from prepared pos:.tlons° : - Lo

1~ Conuany M was heav1ly engaged for’ approx1mate1y three

hours in objective area centered coordinctes BS 8;58/7.‘Ln3t1a1 esti~
mate of enemy strength was considered to be a VC company - this
¢stimate was later revised upward and it is now estimated that

C on objective was closer to battalion (-) size and contained

a battalion or regimental headquarters. VC were entrenched in
depth in well-prepared positicns with excellent fields of fire
and employed 60mm mortars, »50 claiber machineguns, 57mm recoil-
less rifles, a large number of automatic weapons, and grenades,
Company M, after engaging VC, aggressively assaulted and pene-
trated VG positions, and at 1330H, Company Iwas passed through
Company M in effort to increase.pressure on V.- At 051330H,
Company I, after, pa951ng through Company'M, contimed the assaults
on cbjective centered’ vicinity coordinates BS €55857 and’ remalned
in heavy contact for ﬁpprox1mately three hourso

8e Every effort was mace'to malntaln contact throughout

. the night and, »t 06103CH, 3rd Battalion, lst Marines cem—

menced massive air and artillery preparation rires. At 12L5H,
preparation fires were ceased and assault of objective was
commenced, There was no enemy contact during assault, A%
vicinity coordinatcs BS 555838, a vast, interconnecting, well-
developed cave complex was discovered that required 5000 pounds
of €=l to destroy; in addition, 300 meters of entrenchments

and wirs fortifications vicinity coordinates BS 555839 to BS
554834 and two overhead bunkers suitable as command posts’
bunkers for large headquarters were discovereds,.

9. Subsequent to the incidents mentioned abeve, ‘there was
no enemy contact, and, on 7 March, the 3rd Battalion, lst Marines
was helilifted from the area of oprratlons to the Chu Iai Combat
Base. - .

10, This engagement--Opsration UTAH--was characterized by
heavy, clcse contact and constituted the most 31gn1f1c int action
yet experienced by this Battalion,

11. TFollowing Operation UTAH and upon the return of the
Battalion to the Chu Lai Combat Base, the 3rd Battallon, 1st
Marines was directed by Commanding Officer, Ist Marines tc assume:
responsibility of tactical area of respensibilivy previously assighed

© to Lst Battzlion, A4th Marines, and, 2% 0908004, Zrd Battalien, 1lst -

Marines eommenced orderly,. t=ct°eﬁl exchange of areas wnth 1st
Pattalion, 4th Marinesd

| 10 m%k‘li%%%ﬂ?m (1)
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12; Durlng the ensulng pcrlod 9 - 21.March, the operatlons
of this Battelion were characterized by aagr8551ve ‘combat’ pat-
rols and ambuches. together with approprlate ¢ivic ‘action pro--.x
Jects throughrut the ass:Lgned tact.lcal area oi‘ respons:.blllty. i

Marin<s was *uqalreu on scveral occa81ons to assumﬂ “esponqle*
Bility for security.cf thé MAG=12 “Lir Strip or portions ‘thereof -
in- ¢rder to.adgment or replace: 1st Battallon. Jith Marines o
e1ements as “Poulren by the operauﬁonal commlhmentc.o; hhp lst

e .-

JJ.I-- 'l: 2\.‘0330&5 L)"B, .:..St Aarlnes L.J_L. "'t;(_ DI'J. ’_)'lttr(......l.‘JLlh ]ﬁt
Mearines to bg ‘prepared .to pvov1ae by 201030Y; 4 wmman'q group.
and two relnforced companleb in area e be de51unatedo Accore_ -
dingly. Cemmard Group albha Compa ny X;.and Company M were = - RN
placed on immsciate ‘alert, ' and, -at- 211135H, -Commanding Offlcerh Ll
1st Marines directed that alérted Torces would’ be staged.and -
preparcd for. hcllllzf fron MnG-“é Hellcopter tc not latnr than‘
211330%,, IS S , . e :

RN ‘J‘Vyv,

ye- N if . ° ; - . :
15, Concurrent w1th Lhe staglnE of tause elemedts, the :
Commanding .Officer and S5~3, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines, Jogether
w1nh HGL*uD”tFP Unit: Commander. were. hellllfted to-Piok Son,
v1c1nity.ﬂco,,1nnte 6009223for cetglled ﬂpcratlnnel brlefing
by Commardi: O¥ficer '~7th Marines. during which' I-Hour was.estab-
Tikhéa &s-? I5O0H, but later delayed to 2116()'11-1o At same brleflng,'
Comm,,ntlnrw ULLLLGT’ Task;Porce Deita: passed ooeratlonalchntyol

OH.'lé%'Wariﬁéé‘écmmhnbet"
thﬁ 1n1t1a1 clement

i) hellcoptcr ‘enroute to landlqg zone, with

,ash d anﬂ ourn@u elther as a
reaultﬁox -
XB.S 1|948I’%
‘Prash,szu
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While advanun:v on the obisch ﬂ‘e, bonh unlts cane undcr a steadi]y;_;'
increasing vciume of small -ams fire delivered from weli-concealed -
and. entrshche. positions lccated just -inside a tree line and bam-
boo fencework thet encircled the =ntire hamlet. Despite the heavy .
volune of firo, Company K and 2nd Strike Company contimued their
advanse and renainsd in close contact for approximately two hours.
Dur1n~ inis period, an-airborne.observer reported Rl platoons of
YC witndrawirg from Xoan Hoa (1} +to north anml 2nd Strike Company
reported approrimately ons VO pj.atoon mthdramng from bamlet to
southeast. Both targets were engaged by artiilery and armed HU1Es
witlh forty: VG- IxIA (possible) reporbed as a result of supporting

. flrem T

il

19.‘ By nuh‘cfa.u. Comparw K uad advanced to point approxi-
mately 150 meters into the hamlet, and the 2nd Sirike Company had
advancsed t6 aud secured assigned obaectl re. and established road-
block vicinity coordinates BS 507802. At this point, enemy broke
contact and withdrew under pressure. Resulis of contact were -
suanty-seven Vo KIA {confirmed), : forty VG KIi (possible) by sup-
porting arms, ten VC KIA (possible).by. ground action, tweaty
T WIA (ncsmb“e), five weapons were captured tcgether with a large
amount - of demolitions -and other miscellaneovs squipmente. . Frlendly
casualiies suutalned were 51xtcen KIA and thlrty-thr Wik, .

200 O 22 _ﬁa"ch GCompany K: cont:.nued. detalled, systematic
searcts and ctebtroy mission through Village of Xuan Hoa (1) and
26l Striks Company advanced on Bil-22, vicitity ccordinates BS
51;8020 ADurJ.ng search of v'.l.llage s CompamrK cystematlcally
Cleared @ nch aad’ tunné ' STy
1Lt0h34

.S "-;99:97 'o BS 527 9h, Company M and 2nd Strike Compaqy- in
perlmetg.; ‘gro'n coo_rdlnates BS 537785 to BS 937780 to, BS 536789
e ?S }{ o !

N EI\DIDSU?E (1)

o T T
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and by 231830H, secured a551gned blocking positions and estab=
lished night positions with Battalion in perimeter from coor=
dinates BS 533766 to BS 538766 to BS 539771 ta BS 537768, -

Executed aggr<ssive nlght patrol and ambush plans w1th nega-“
tive enemy contacte

2, On 2 March, again there was negative enemy contact,

and, by 241000H, as directed by Task Force Delta Frag Order
_ 0—66, srd Battalion, lst Mapines commenced helilift of 2nd

trike Gompary to Quang Ngai and’ Battalion eléments- to MAG-36
Helicopter Pad., ILif% was completed by 241230H and. 3rd Bat-
talion, lst Marines passed to operational control of 1lst Marines.
Total friendly losses mumbered seventeen KIA and thirty-eight
WIA, including one KTIA and three WIA sustained by attached ARVN
unit, Total VC losscs were éstablished at twenty-seven KIA
{confirmed), fvfty KIA (p0551blc), one. VCS and twenty VG WIA
(possible). -

25. During the remainder»of March,'operations were limited
to one company (reinforced) search and destroy operation con-
ducted on Hoa Xuan Island located vicinity grid square BT L215,
and scheduled small urnit patrol and ambush actlons/c1v1c action
projcets within assigned tactical area. The company (reinforced)
search and destroy cperation mentioned above was scheduled for
the period 28 - 31 March, but after only one- day was cancelled
due to unschedulcg opcratlonal commitments which required 3rd
Battalion, lst Marines to provide a command group and onec com-
pany rclnforced by one company ‘from 2nd Battalion, lith Marines
o assumé respon31b111ty for 2nd Battallon, Tth Marines tac-
tical area of respongiblllty. This commitment was of short
duration and tcrmlnqted on 30 Mgrch. '

B. 'Trglnlng

1. Durlng the month of March, the Battallon ‘conducted
tralnlng as. prescrlbed by Heglmental Bulletin 1500 of 19 Feb-
ruary 1966, Emphasis was placed on field fortifications, basic
conmunlcatlons, scouting technlques, map reading for rifle pla-
toons, and phy51ca1 conditioning to acclimate replacements.
Crew-servcd weapons training con31sted mostly of gun drill to
develop efficiency and tgamwork among the crews w1th newly
arrlved replgcemcnts, '

© 2. The ILand Mine Warfare School operatcd by Company.A,

1st Engineér Battalion was utilized by the Battalion through-
out the monthe A total of" forty-elght Marlnes attended thc two-
day course of 1nstruct10n.

3. On-the-aob training was ccnducted c»ntlnuously durlng
all Battallon opergtlons. Detalled crlthues on all phases ;

B aneraddtet : )
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of operatlons were held by subordlnate unlts. In thls manner,

®  pousnm i

lessons learncd were developed in ah effort to profit from :
oceratlons cuncucted and (ol 1mprcve future operatlons. A

C. Chronologwcal Nérratlra of Slgnlflcant Events ﬁ'

ARCH

e marn.

1

BIT 3/1 deefbivatc eer"DIVG 011635H, and $-3, ,,l,
brlefed by 5-3, 1lst Mar; concerning future mission of
Battalion. In addition, at 011800, received verbal.
frag order from CO, lst Mar, to malntaln Battalion '
(=) on six~hour alcrt to 1nc1ude thres'companles and

command groug. . : :

. At 012200 S~3, 1st Mar, notlfled 3/1 to be yrepared :
_ to. place ong company on uwo-hour utuﬂde.' . :

In accorcance w1th vcrba1 1nstruct10ns recrlved from

€O, 1st Mar, as amplified by S-3, 1lst Mar, at OlzJOOH,
3/1 prov1ded one company -(rein) on a two-hour alert and
a command group plus two additicnal companics (rein)

on a gix-hour alert. Company M was placed on two-hour
alert and Command Group Alpha, Company L, and Company

K were pladed on 51x-hour alert,

Major Pers“nnel changes were effécted to include trans-
fer of Capt PEASE from Company K to -h; Capt GONZALES
from S-h to Compgry K. L

At 021835H, 3/1 received lst Mar Op0 343-66 and 1st Mar
Frag Order 3-66 and immcdlately commenced requlred
plunnlng to execute 3551gned missiocn,

At 021835H, in comrllanoe w1th 1st Mer Op0 3&3-66, Com-
pany L was d651gnated as :1st Marlncs ‘Regimental Reserve,

At 030900H, 3/1 assumed responsibility for Air Base

. Defense of MiG-12 Air Strip by relieving previously

established Air Base Defense Coordinator and Security
Company from 2/7. Company I (Rein) and Company K (-)
{Rein) occupied security p051t10ns in accordance with

,1n1t1“l 51tuat1ﬂn ovcrlay.

At 031200H, the ‘1st P1atuon, Ccmnany X relleved platoon

from Company H, 2/7, and assumsd responsibility for

security of vital RMK construction fa0111tles as re—‘
quired by a531gned m1331on. : S

W | EIGIOSURE: (1)
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At 031330H, Company I effected liaison with Headguarters
. Company, Tth Mar,’ cohcerning assumption of responsibility

for security positicns cn south and southwest sides of

Class V Dump from vicinity BT 5560LkL to vicinity BI 563043
which have bszen previously manned by the Composite Security -
Platoon, Headquartexs Company, 7th,Mar. Physical relief
effected 031 830H. S D

At OthISH, Go, 1st Mar rcéfed 3/1 to place two rifie .

_companies | (reln) and a command group on immediate alert

for helilift to area of operations to .be deqlgnatéu.‘

. Command Group Alpha. Company L, Company M, two sections

of 8lmm mortars, and two attached -engineer squads were

) alsrted as rc111red.

A'At OthBOH, , 1st Mar, directed 3/1 to establlsh heli~
" copter 1andln' zone for alerted forces. ILoading zone
. was establlshed v1c1nity coordlnates BT 556032.

At OhlLOOH, 0, lst Mar, directed 3/1 to alert remaining
two companies, one of whish was to move by truck at OL1200H
and operate as security for a convoy and security for Task
Force Delta Command Post. Company K and Company I were
alerted, and Company K was directed to provide convoy

. security and Task Force Delta Command Post security. The

requirement for convoy security was later increased to
include a. platoon (“eln) from Company L.

At OLA2LSH, Compaqy K (Rein) with platoon from Company I

departed Chu ILai by truck as convoy security and changed

- operational con'brol to Tauk Force Delta,

At OW1310H, 3/1 received inltial Task “ores Delte Frig Order and
€0,. 3/1, iasued the Bettalion Frag order to wit: Land
Company M (Rein) to secure the landing zone followed in

trace by Company L (Rein) and Company I (-) (Battalionm
Reserve), After landing, Company L advance by best

possible route and occupy blocking positions vicinity

.. coordinates BS 545856, Company I (-), after landing,’

assume’ respongibility for landing zone security. Com~-
pany M, after being relieved of landing zone . sesurity

“advance by best possible- route and ‘occupy blocking posi-

tions vicinity BS 567861, Companies I and M are to
conduct extensive ambushing and patrolling along llkElY
routes of egress from south of cast-west grid line 85

to the north and northeast.,

15 ' ENCIOSURE: (1)
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At 0L1350H, CG, Task Force Delta arrived 3/1 Command Post

and authorized CO, 3/1, to increase heli-lifted forces to
include remaining company (-). Company I (~) was directed
to commence movement to helicopter loading zone.

At OL1500H, 3/1 (-) commenced helilift into designated
landing zone vicinity BS 554875 with Company M being the
initial element lifted into landing zone followed in
turn by Command Group Alpha, Company L (Rein), and Com-
pany I (~)a Negative eunemy contact during helicopter
landing.

A% OL16LSH, 3/1 (-) landed in zone and established Com-
mand Post vicinity coordinates BS 555873 Company L com-
menced movement to establish blocking positions vicinity
coordinates BS 536855, BS 5L6856, and BS 550858; Company
M commenced movement to establish blocking positions
vicinity coordinates BS 568861, BS 563853, and BS 577861;
Company I (-) deployed in perimeter vicinity Battalion
Command Post at coordinates BS 555873

it 0L1815H, completed helilift into landing zone except
for platoon (-) from Company I, which was delivered into
landing zone at first light on 5 March.

At OL1830H, vicinity coordinates BS 569863, Gompany M
challenged two W on trail, engaged with five rounds
small arms. One VO observed to fall after engaged, but
was not captured. Result of engagement, one VC WIA,

At OL1850H, Company M established designated blocking
positionsa

At O41900H, vicinity coordinates BS 545857, Company L
located one mine made from 3.5-inch rocket round. Mine
destroyed. No friendly casualties.

At OL1912H, Company L established designated blocking
positionse _ '

At OL2100H, Company M observed weapous suspected of being
«50 caliber machinegun firing from vicinity coordinates BS
569845 at helicopter. Fired 8lmm mortar mission on sus-
pected machinegun location; rounds were on target; machine-
gun ceassd firing,

16 ENMCLOSURE: (1)
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it Oh2330ﬂ, received Task Force Delta Frag Order 170—66
which directed 3/1. +p cenluct search and destroy opera-
tions to south and southcast. Issued 3/1 Frag Order 16-66,

During night and early mornlng L - 5 March, negative
ehemy contact,

At.050545H, lst ARV Airborne Battalion requested 3/1 (-)
to fire 8lmm mortar mission vicinity coordinates BS 5518l2.
Request approved by Task Force Delta; four rounds 8lmm
mortar fired. Results unconfirmeds

At 050650H, vicinity coordinatess BS 568862, Company'M
exploded one anti-personnel mlne, unknown type. Ouz . -
friendly WIA sustaineds ' '

At OS0730H, remainiar of. Company I landed in landing zone.
One friendly non~evac WIi gustained as result of small arms
directed at helicopiers from vicinity grid square BS 5588,

Task Force Delta issued verbal frag order to reorient
direction of search and destroy operations in order to
relieve pressure on lst ARVN Airborne Battalion, 3/1
immediately issued required verbal frag order and com-.
menced wovement to south and to area where lst ARVN
Eirborne Battalion was engaged. The Battalion was de~
ployed with Company L on right and Company M on left
Company I (Battallon Reserve) in trace.

At 05103OH, Compamny M spotted what appeared to be seven
camouflaged VC vicinity coordinates BS 555837. Company
M deployed reserve platoon and engaged. Remainder Com-
Pary M and Company L contimed to advance toward lst ARVN
Airborne Battalion position in effort to relieve pressure
and toc effect link-up. Shortly thereafter, the reserve
Platoon, Company M was heavily engaged and Company M was
directed to deploy amd reinforce. Company L continued
advence to effect link-up with ARVN Forces vicinity coor-
dinates BS 552836, and received light opp051t10n on rlgnt
flank.

At 051100H, both Company M and Company L were heav1ly
engaged in respectlvc areas,

Company L engaged what was considered to be approkimately
one platoon on objective (this estimate was later revised

17 ENCLOSURE: (1)
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5 upward and is now considered to be closer to a.company).
*VC were in well-prepared positions and spider traps.
“The entire area was heavily mined and booby-trapped. .
Company L remained in heavy, close contact including
heavy automatic weapons fire and grenades for approxi-
mately three hours and, in conjunction with lst ARVN-
Airborne Battalion, cleared objective of all W resis=-

~ tance by deliberate,: systematic search and destruotion
~ of objective area which required engaging and rooting®
Jlindividual VG from prepared positiond, .Results of oper-
ationss Thirty-three VC KIA (conflrmed), fifty-five WC
<:KIA (possible), six WIL (possible), and a number of
CHICOM automatic weapons and other items of equipment.
Friendly casualtles sustai ned were ten KIA and twenty
WIA, Company L, aftar clearing objective, consolidated .
positions, linked-up with and turned over objective to
1lst ARVN Battalion. Following this, Company L dlsplaced
© %o vicinity 3/1 Comuand Post.,

Companw'M,-after.deploying to reinforce reserve platoon
and after initial contact, was heavily engaged. for approxi=-

- mately three hours on objective centered coordinates BS
558837, Initial estimate of enemy strength was considered
to be a VO company,. . This estimate was later revised up-
ward and it is now considered to be a‘VC battalion (=)
iand contained a battalion or regimental headquarters., W

- |were entrenched in depth in well-prepared positions with
excellent fields of fire and employed 60mm mortars, «50.
caliber machineguns, 57mm recoilless rifles, a large
mumber of autcmatic weapons and grenades. Company M,
Vafter engaging VC, aggressively assaulted and penétrated
JVC positions, and at 133CH, Company I was passed through

- Companmy M in effort to increase pressure on VO, Results
vof Company M%s contact were fifty-nine VO K14, fifty VC
{KIA (possitle), and a large number of captured weapons,
(anﬂ obther .major items of equlpment, Friendly casualties
sustalned were fifteen KIA and fortyus%x WIA,

‘At 051330H, Company. I, after passing through Company M,
- continued the assault on cbjective centered vicinity
coordinates BS 558857 and remained in heavy contact for
~approximately three hours, Results of Company I's con-
"‘$act were nine VC KIA, four VC KIA (possible), four
WI4 (possible)., Friendly casualties sustained were
seventeen KI&, thirty-four WIA,
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At 051630H, 3/1 {-) was directed by‘Task‘ForCe Delta to

‘maintain Company I in present positions while .5th ARVN

Airborne Battalion made contact with and passed through or
to the south of Company I; at which tlme, Company I .
would retract to the north for new mission. At about
this' time, contact decrsased to sporadic small arms fire
and Company I maintained positions as directed.

0S1900H, the Sth ARVN Airborne Battalion advisor in-

formed 3/1 that physical contact with Companmy I would

not be established. In respoase to this, the CO, 3/1,

requested permission to retain Company I in present

positions rather than retracting to the north in effort

to maintain contact with VC, and further requested that

all friendly units b withdrawn to safe distance while
massive air and artillery preparation of objective wes

conducted which, in turn, would be followed by continued

assault of objective by Company I and Company L followed L
in trace by Company 14, While awaiting approval, Company ,#”
I maintained occupied positions,. There was no enemy

contact during period, ‘ '

4%t O51700H, Provisional Rifle Platoon, prev1ousxy requested
by 3/1, was celivered to coordimmtes BS 554875. Platoon
was not able to join 3/1 and was directed to remain in
present positions until first light at which time scouts

would be dlspatched to gulde the platoon to 3/1 Command
Poste

At first 1ight, four scouts were dispatched tp.gﬁide
previously mentioned Provisiocnal Platoon to 3/1 Command
Poste While enroute, scouts engaged four VO vicinity
coordinates BS 558856. Results of engagement were two
VC WIA and one V0 WIA (possible).

At OéOBOOH, Task Force Delta approved CO, 3/1, request
and at 051030H, 3/1 commenced massive air and artillery

© preparation fires, At 1245H, preparation fires ceased

and assaull of objective was commenceds There was no

enemy contact during assault. Results of operations

included capturing a number of weapons, documents, and

other items of equipment; recovery of a number of friendly
KIis who could not be recovered on the previous day; and
at vicinity coordinates BS 555838, discovery of a vast, \\
interconnecting, well-developed cave complex that required
5,000 pounds of C=lL to destroy; 300 mebers of entrenchments
and wire fortifications vicinity coordinates BS 555839 to
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BS 55L83L; two overheaded bunkers suitable ag command
post bunkers for large headquar‘bers.

At 061)430H, ca, Task Foree Delt.a. arr:.ved vieinity. cave

complex and after inspecting the complex, directed CO,
3/1, to remain in objective area as-long as required .
to conduct thorough search of complex following which
the complex would be destroyed.

At 061130H, Compary K, 3/1, GHOT CPGON from. .L/7 to

3/1 and joined 3/1. v:.clm.ty Comnand Post, :

ch ) ' .
Dur:mg the ni ght oi‘ 6 Febﬂ:@uary and t.he i‘ollom.ng day,
enem’ contact was negative.,

A’c. 070830H, Company M commenced destructlon of cave . .
complex. ut:n.hzmg 5,000 pounds of G—h in accomplishmg‘
the task‘ . T : S ,

At 0710008, Compary. L, as. directed by GG, Task Force
Delta, was CHOP OFCON to 1/7. | -

At O71130H, CG, Task Force Delta,, directed retractlon
of 3/1 (=) from area of operations to Chu Iai after
destruction of oave complex.. - ‘

At O713OOH, Company I and Company K were retracted
from area of operations by helicopter and commenced
assumptlon of defensive posfolons on airfield.

At OTJ.SL\SH, Comp'rtv L arrived. at Chu Lei Adrficld and_
CHOP OFCON to0-3/1. Company L resumcd provious posi-
tions. vicinity coordinates BT 55?052 at O'T.LGBOH,

At 071800, after completlon of destruct.lon of cave
complex, Command Group Alpha and Compary M were re-
tracted from area of operations by helicopter.

At 0718304, Command ‘Group ‘Alpha and Company M arrived
at Chu Iai and agsumed former pOSlthRS vz.clm.ty coor-
dinates BT 557045, . .

4t 08].100H, 3/1 was alerted to a change in taotlcal
areas whereby 3/1 and 1/h would exchange tactical .
arcase. GCoordination between' units. commenced immedi~ -

ately.
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At 081900H, based upon verbal 1nstruct.10ns from CO. 1st -

‘Marines, =.plaming conference between 3/1 =nd 1/% was con~

ducted. in order to insure:an orderJ.y, tactical exchange
of TAORs. This plan provided for. Gompany M, 3/1; to~
relieve Company A, 1/, in its TAOR commencing at 091230H.
and for the relief of Company Bj 1/L, in -its TAOR by.
Company Ly.3/1, at approximately 091230H.: The 1/L units,
in turn, would relicve Company I and Company K in secur-
ity pos:.t:.ons at MAG-12 Air Strip. .

At 0B2000H, 3/1 received change mmber one S 1st Mar

. Op0 3l3-66. which" confirmed verbal instructions received

from €0, lst Mar, concerning exchange of TAORs with, l/h
and assigned the fo]_'Low:Lng m:.ss:.on. .

a.. Occupy and dei‘end in ass:.gned sector to pro- ,
tect and defend the v:Ltal areas :m ‘the lst Mar MOR. :

b. Conduct combat/recon patrols 'md ambushes "-'
throughout- assigned sector during doy "nd night. mth
priority to mghttme operatlons.

Ce Pronde extcrnal securn.’sy to t’he I.MM Battery
located on Xy Hoa Island (BT 5115). ,

"4y Maintain combat patrol bases on Ky Hoa, Ky

‘Xuan, and Hoa Xuan Islands. .

=P Conduct and maintaln survelllance oi‘ seaward
approaches within assigned sector t.o repel 1and1ngs
amd prcvent infiltration.

- f. Be prepared to conduct un::lateral and/or coo;--
dinatcd operations ‘with RVNAF within and beyond ‘the
perlphery of as s:.gned sector.

g, Be prepared to. prov:.de one company . to be em-
ployed as d.u'ec ued by this Headquc.rters ‘

At 090800H, 3/1 commenced exchange oi‘ TAORs with 1/h

- in accordance with the mutually developed plan as:

set forth OBL900H, Relief to be complebod by 091800H.
At O92015H, Company M, 3/1, established front line -

* positions vicinity coordinates BT LB8A10OL to BT, h87103

to BT L88102 to BT h86102 ‘bo BT L8610L,
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At O9202OH, Compo.rv L, 3/1, estaoblished fromt line -

‘positions vicinity coordinates BT 509132 to BT 506130

t0-,506127 toBT 508126‘to BT 511127,

At O920hSH, Company M, 3/1, commenced patrolling in

-assigned sector,

At 092100H, Company L, 3/1, commcnced patrolling in
assigned scctor.

At 101125H, CO, 3/1, was directed by £0, 1st Mar, to

agsume respon51b111ty for security pcs;tlons on Ky

Hoa Peninsula, Chu Iai Airfield, RMK Installation, ,

and Class V Dump in order to relieve 1/h who were ' .
being dlerted for operatioms, Regquired preparations

for orderly relief were immediately initiated and

company commanders concerned were briefed as 'to respon-

sibilities.

At 101200H, Company I, 3/1, commenced relief of 1/l
units manning airfield security positions with two
platoons and Class V Dump security positions w1th one
platoon,

# At 101200H, Company K, 3/1, commenced relief of 1/L
- unit responsible for sccurity of Ky Hoa Peninsula,

RMK Installation, and for providing Sparrow Hawk
Squad.

At 101h30H unlts effected relief of 1/L p031t10ns.

0

At 110900H, S-3, lst Mar, advised 3/1 that 1/h would
resume responsibility for security of assigned TAOR
to include Chu Iai Airficld, Ky Hoa Peninsvla, MK

Installation, and Class V Dump. Relief of positions

was inmitiated immediately and effected by 111230H.

At I11000H, CO, 1lst Mar, issued verbal frag order
directing 3/1 to be prepared to rcassume respon51-
bility for 1/l TAOR, on order. ‘ :

At 111555H, lst Mar directed 3/1 to ‘execute relief

of 1/4 in accordance with verbal frag order of 1110004,
3/1 immediately initiated relief of 1/,

22 ENCIOSURE: (1)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

|

At 1118301{, um.ts effected relief of l/h positions,

At 120850H, S-3, lst Mar, dlrected 3/1 to be’ prepared
to be relieved in place by. 1/h in fommer 1/k TAOR.

At 1209151-!, 1/& commenced relief of 3/1 positions.-

At 121135H, refief. cancelled and . 3/1 retalned responéibility
forl/h TAOR, .~ . '

- At 1222h5H, Company K, 3/1, received . twenty rounds small

arms.- fire vicinity coordinates BT 517076 . Company K
returned fire with five rounds M—79, flfteen M-lh rounds.
Results unconflrmed. N : .

At 1301hOH, the watcrborne securlty patrol, d351gnated
"Sea Iion" at nc:.nlty coordinates BT 500115, apprehended
two Vletnamese in a fishing boat for v1olut10n of the
curfew; one, an older ‘man,. the other, a .young boy.  After
apprehension,. they were. delivered to Junk Fleet Headquar-
ters and turned over to the Eopular Forces...

At 130650H, 3/1 was: -advised by 5-3, 1st Mar, thet Company

C and Corparny: D, 1/L, would reassume security responsi-
b:.h.t:.es for Chu Lai Airfield Defense, RMK Installatn.on,
and the Class.V Dump, reliev1né Company. I and 3rd Pla=
toon, Company K, 3/1. S~3, lst Mar, further advised 3/1
to maintain oné company as chlmental Reserve with one
platoon on fifteen-mimute alert for protectitn of downed
helicopters and to continue to malntﬂln one “Sparrow
Hawk! Squad t MAG~36 : :

At lBOSOOF rellef of llnes commenced and was completely

-effected by 131200H, Company I was assigned as Regi-

mental Reserve located at 3/1 Command Post, with 2nd
Flatoony Company I .on fifteen-ninute alert, Company K
maintained respunsiblllty for "Sparrow Hawk" Squad, -

. 1st Platoon, Company M.remained as Battalion Reserve,

.4t 1402308, vieinity coordinates BT L771hk, the 1st’

Pldatoon, Company L received one incoming hand grenades

.. Twenty rounds of automatic weapons. fire was returned.

Enemy not sighted; could not establish direction of
withdrawal or clothing. "Area was searcheds . Results
no enemy. casualtles, no frlendly casualtles. .

At lhOhOOH, v101n1ty coordinates B h90131, the water-

borne securlty patrol from HS Com@any apprehended six
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YOS for violation of curfews VOS had proper- idefltlfl-;
cation and were-released to the Popular Forces unit
at Chu L..J. Sc.nd Ramps

At 15151511, S- 3, 1st Mar, adv:LSGd 3/1 to prepare 3rd

Flztoon, Company I (the fifteen-minute zlert plstocn

from Regimentazl Reserve) . reinforced FAC Team and FO ' -
Team for helilift to grid square BT 3613 to aid in |
extraction of Recon CGroup Alpha, 3rd Recon Battalion,

which was pinned down by an estimated ten W at’ vicipity

coordinates BT 36L133a At 151530H, 3rd Platoon, Come

pany L was prepared for 1ift, standing by at Landing

Zone Firefly, At 1515U5H, CO, 3/1, placed the remain-

der of Company I on full alert for contingencies as : ‘
may be directed. by CO, 1lst Mar, At 151605H, S=3, lst

Mar, advised 3/1 that mlSSl n was cancelled, but to’

retain the platoon in the landing zone in stand=by

alerts At 151615H, 5-3, 1st Mar, advised 3/1 to have

alert platoon standdown, - The platoon was advised and

returned 'bo c:ompc.ny pos1t10ns. ' '

At 152230H, v1c1n1ty coordinates BT h83139, ambush
patrol, Corlpany L reported four W in hedgerow adjacent

© to the ambush site. VO were challenged and fled. Am-

bush fired forty M-l rounds, received two carbine
rounds in return. Results; One VC WIL, carried away
by othcrs.

At 152355H, vicinity coordinates BT 528085, ONTOS
machine gunner observed three figures near defensive N
wire. The figures were challengeds When figures
failed to halt, gunner fired short burst. Results: .-
One VC WIX (p0531b1e). : a S

0

At 16_O9OOH, S-3, lst Mar, advised 3/1 to provide one
reinforced rifle company with FAC Team to 2/l prepared’
for deployment to areas of operations to be designated;
further  directed that the company report to Hill 6% :
at vicinity coordinate.s BT 468068 not later than 161500}{.

: JU:. 161325H, Company I ‘displaced to Hill 69 as dlrected.

At 161730H Compc.ny L, 3/1, received infomat:.on from
the village chief of New Life Village, vicinity coor=-
dinates BT 50313k, that there was. a. possible 100 VC -

massing on Fish Tsland, v1c1n1ty coordlnates BT 475125
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AIL'L alerted elements of 3/1 were stagod at MAG-36 Heli-

‘copter Pad by 211330H, prepared for helilift. CLify
- commenced approximately 2116000 with Company M. belng }
" the intial clement lifted imto the zone followed in

turn by Command Group Alpha, Company K, and 2nd Strike
Companye Negative enemy contact in gone; however,
helicopters received small arms fire in approach and ~
retirement lanes vicinity grid square B3 L88L.

During 1ift, a helicopter enroute o landing zone with
helitcam from Company K smbarked, crashed and burned

.either as a result of srell arms fire or engine failure

vicinity coordinates BS 496813, 3rd Platoon, Company M
was immediately dispatched to crash sites One WIA,

‘critically burned, was the only survivor and was evacu-

ated by helicopter. All other crew members and the
heliteam from Company X were killed in the crash.. g
Friendly cesualties were nine KIA, six from Company K.

At 211805H, Company K and the 2nd Strike Company com=
menced assigned search and destroy mission through
village of Xuan Hoa (1), vicinity cocrdinates BS 505805
and adjacent areas, While advancing cn the objective,
beth units came under a steadily increasing volume of
small armg fire delivered from well-concealed znd en-
trenched positions located just inside a tree line and
bamboo fencework that cncircled the entire hamlet.
Despite the heavy volume of fire; Company K and 2nd
Strike Company continued their advance and remained

in clese conmtact for approximately two hours. During
this period, an airberne observer reported two pla~
toons of VO withdrawing from Xuan Hoa (1) to mnorth and
2nd Strike Company reported approximately one VC, bla-
toon withdrawing from hamlet to southeastes Both
targets were ongaged by artillery and armed HUlEs with

forty VC KIA (possible) reportcd as a result of sup=
porting fires. :

By nlgntfg¢l, Company K had adv%nced to point approx1—
mately 150 meters into the hamlet, and the 2nd Strike
Company had advanced to and secured assigned objective
and established roadblock vicinity coordinates BS
507802, At this point, enemy broke contact. and with-

_ drew under pressure. Results of contact were twenty-
seven VC KIA (confirmed), forty VC KIM (possible). by
supporting arms, ten VG KIi (possible) by ground action,

o7 ENCLOSURE ;- @

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

22

t.ﬂenty VC WIA (possible) 3 flve weapons captured together '
with a large amount of demolitions and other miscellan-
gous equipment, Frlendly casualt:.es sustalned were seven-
teen KIA and th:rty-four WA, ¢

At 212115H, .a hand grenade was thrown into- Cmmaany X
positions gt coordinates BS 50680'2. Grenade did not
explode, Fifteen rounds were firéd in direction from
which grenade was thrown. No confirmed VC casualties.
No friéndly casualtles. T . ’ R

By. 212300H, n:.ght pos:.tlons were establ:.shed as’ follows:
Battalion Command Post at coordinates BS 4958073 Com=
pany K deployed, in perimeter from coordinates BS 505806
to BS 504805 to BS 506806 to BS 505807; Company M de-
ployed in perimeter from coordinates ‘BS L96806 to BS
49L803 to BS 497803 to BS L9580L; 2nd Strike Company
deployed in perimeter from BS 506802 to BS 508802,

At 220630H, a patrol from Company M was again dlsPatched
to. the scéne of the helicopter crash in effort to estab=

-lish. final éasualty identification and to insure destruc-

tion of any friendly weapons or otiei sensitive equipment.
The,patrol was engaged by the W; fite was immediately

. returned. One friendly WIA Was"auStained as result of

contact, There were no con_fin;ied VO casualties, however,

At 220700H, Company K contimed detailed, systematic .
search amd destroy mission through village of Xuan Hoa,
Company M was held in reserve prepared to support Com-
pany X, and 2nd Strike Company advanced on Hill 22,
vicinity coordihates BS 515802, ‘During search.of -
village, Company K systematically ¢leared each trench
and tunnel and thon destroyed same by demolltlons.

At 2209251-1, H:Lll 22 and v:Lllage of Xuan Hoa were secured.

At 221015H, Compauy M received ten rounds of. small arms
fire from ‘extreme range. Fire. returned with small arms
and 60mm mortars, No friendly ca,sualt:.es 3 no VC casu~
alties confu'med. ' Lo e,

At 221300H, additional material captured by Company K -
as result of search of Xuan Han (1) included three clay-
more mines, eight U.S. M-1L minés, tweniy-five feet of

“time fuze, twenty feet of primer cord, ‘Tifty non-electric ‘
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- blasting caps, sixty~five electric blasting caps, uine

M-605 firing devices, 1,000 rounds of assorted small

arms amnunltlon, thlrtyhflve full packs an UMETOUS .
socwients o

At. 221505H, recelved Frag Order 6-06 from Task Force
Delta directing contitmation of search and destroy:-
operations to:east in assigned zone. 3/1 immediately
commenced. search and destroy operations with 2nd Strike
Company and Company'M abreast and Company K (Battallon
Reserve) in trace, - Conducted artillery preparation -

of initial objective, Hill 65, vicinity coordinates BS
523792, and secired objective by 221620H without inci-~
dent or contact. Continued search and destroy opera-

tions without contact to east securing nlght p031t10ns
by 22182OH. '

By 222015H, nlght positlons were established as f0110w3°
Battalion Command Post at coordinates BS 531791; -Company
K deployed in perimeter from coordinates BS 530789 to -

BS 531792 to BS 529791 to BS 52979L; Company M and 2nd
Strike Company in perimeter from coordinates BS 537765
to BS 537780 to BS 536789 to BS 537785  Execcuted ag-
gressive night patrol and ambush plan, negatlve enemy
contacta

At 222220H, received Task Force Delta Frag Order 8-66
directing 3/1 to hold in present positions until receipt
of overlay assigning new boundary, to be delivered the
morning of 23 March; further directing that one platoon
of 2nd Strike Company was to CHOP OFCON and be heli=~.
lifted to 2/L; 1ift to be completed by 231000H. '

'All unlts effected resupply of ratlons and ammunitlon

durlng mornlng.

At 231100H, received verbal frag order from Task Force
Delta to commence advance south in TAOR and to estab-
1ish blocking positions vicinity coordinates BS 538766
and BS 538772, Immediately commenced advance to south,
as directed, with Company K and Company M abreast and-
2nd Strike Company (Battalion Reserve) in trace,  Flanned
artillery preparation of objective was cancelled because
of steady flow of hélicopters across gUn-target 1ine.

By 231830H, secured assigned blocking positions and
established night positions with Bati allon in perimecter
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from coordinates BS 533766 to BS 538766 to BS 539771
to BS 535773 and the Cormmand Post located vicinity
coorcimates BS 537768. Executed aggressive night
patrol and ambush plan; negative enemy contact,

At 2320L5H, received Task Force Delta Frag Order 10-66
directing 3/1 to commence, at first light, deliberate
search and destroy operations in inhabited area in
assigned zone of action between grid line 78 and the
river to the souths- The frag order further directed
the Battalion to be prepared for helicopter 1lift to

Ky Ha Peninsula commencing at 213030H,

At 2L,0830H, Company X completed search and destroy of.
inhabited areas as directed by Task Force Delta Frag
Order 10-66. Negative enemy contactss

At 241000H, loading zone was established and’ secured
vicinity coordinates BS 53177k, and at 2L1100H, com-
menced helilift of 2nd Strike Company to Quang Ngai

and Battalion elements to MAG-36 Helicopter Pad. Iift

was completed by 241230H and 3/1 CHOP OPCON to 1lst Mar,

At 2l1330H, Company M commenced movement to Island of
Ky Xuane. Company K was designated Regimental Reserve,

4t 2l1600H, 3rd Platoon (Rein), Company I departed for
2/l positions on Hill 69 for employment at that posi-’
tion in accordance with verbal orders of 5-3, 1lst Mar.

At 2h18OOH, Company M had resumed positions on the’
island of Ky Xuan at vicinity coordinates BT L87103.
2nd Platoon, Company L departed Ky Xuan and at 24180CH,

‘rejoined Company L on the island of Ky Hoa at vicinity

coordinates BT 51715Le 2nd Platoon, Campany M was
designated Battalion Reserve at this Command Post.

At 250612H, at vicinity coordinates BT 522199, two
hand grenade booby traps were detonated within the -
Junk Flecet Compound resulting in four RVN Navy WIAs.

~ UuSe Navy advisor not present at time,

&t 250950H, vicinity coordinates BT LB87113, a MEDCAP
Team from Marine Air Control Squadron-7 received two .
rounds of small arms fire from unknown location.
Fire was not returned., No friendly casualties., No
enemy casualties. -
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25 | At 2516008, 2nd Platoon, Company K CHOP OFCON to 17k .
for d931gnated dutles as Chu La:L Alrfleld Secu.rity.

4t 2521001{, v101n1ty COOrd.lnates BT 527105, a llstenlng
post from lst Platoon, Company I .heard an explosion
approximately ten meters in front of position, a patrol

- was immediately dispatched to aggressively search the .
arga,. No fire was returned. No i‘riendly casual ties.
No'enemy casualtiese S

26 AtS 2619351—1, at vz.c:.nlty BT 515118 Det, lst Anﬂ‘rac
o Battalion.at the Chu Iai Splash Point observed fifty -
to seventy-five rounds of automatic. weapons fire being
directed toward the village of Sam Iinh at vicinity .
coordinates BT 505105. Source of fire was not a 3/1
unite Company L-'was directed to dispatch a patrol to
vicinity coordinates BT 515118 . In additiony the -
waterborne security patrol was deployed to the same -
area, .The two patrols madeé physical contact in. the - .
cbjective area and commenced a detailed search of the
area. _ In questioning the villagers, it was found
that the fire had originated from a RVN Junk Fleet
" boat ‘near the shore. The V.S. Mavy advisor to the
Jutkk Fleet was contacted and knew nothing of any firing
by Junk Fleet boats.  The waterborne security patrol
. checked their area of responsibility for Junk Fleet
boats and personnel for possible :Lni‘ormatlon with
negatlva results. . = .

At 2621)451—1, MiG=36 position, nc1n1ty ‘céordinates DT
g 52311)4, received two incoming hand grenades. f81mm

11lunpination firedy no enemy 51ghted. Friendly units
sustAined no casuaities. L

.lLt 262300 l:.stenlng post, ‘v:.cim.ty coordinates DT .
52@102, witnessed an explosion of unkunown origin fifty
meters in front of their position. Fire team patrol -
was dlspatch to investigate, but were unable to dise
cover any enemy actlnty.

27 At 271900H, " 2nd Plat.oon, Company K CHOP OPCON from
1/l to 3/1, Concurreutly, 2nd Flatoon, Company M
CHOP .OFCON to 1/} for: de.*ngnated clutles as Chu Iai -
Au'fleld Secunty. » .
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The waterborne security patrol, Sea Iionm, sighted thrée
V(S walking in water vicinity coordinates DT L7413l

VCS were ordered to halt.. Challenge was d15regarded~7‘
warning shots were fired and VCS contimed:to disregard
warning. Three additional whrnlng shots were fired. . :.
One VCS was ‘hit by ricochet;: other two escaped. Corps-
man treated wounded VGS and turncd him over to B-Med.
VCS had no 1dent1f1catlon papers._ No frlendly casual-
tiese. :

At 280925H, vicinity coordinates DT 530085, ‘threef.\‘m
fired ten rounds. at Company I positions when challenged.
Fire was returned with small amms and automatic weapons.
VC withdrew under fire to the north and west while.con~
timing to fire cn friendly p051t10ns with small ams -
arxl possible one ‘automatic weapon. Six hand Erenades
were thrown into friendly - positions. : Forty-one 81mm
mortar 1llum1nat10n rounds were fired in support.- Nb
friendly. casualtles. No- enemy casuﬁltles conflrmel¢

At 280915H,.Company K commenced ssarch and destroy
operatlons on the island of Hoa Kuan,.

Lt 280925H, v101n1ty coordinates. DT h12150 Company
K received six rcunds of small arms fire. Fire was

-returned with small ams. Enemy fire ceased. No.

friendly casualties. MNo confirmed enemy casualties.

At 281005H, vicinity coordinates DT hlh159, Company K-
received five rounds of small ams fire, Firc was.
returned with small amms and area was scarcheds No-
friendly casualties. MNo enemy casualties c"nflrmed. :

At 281230H,‘viciniﬂy'coordlnates iy h22161, Company K
located a cow 'shed with false floor. Inside were four.

+ V03, . They were ordered out,but refused to comply.

One hand grenads was thrown into cave under flooring.
Cave was searched, Three males and one female, be- -
lieved to be a VC nurse, were .found. Three VC were
WILA. One was KIA. WIAs were cvacuated to D<Meds: No
friendly casualties.. Captured equipment included one
Vo medical record book, one greenish khaki uniform,

and a medicine cache., Equipment and documents evacu-~

- ated w1tn enemy casualties.’

At 281300H, vicinity coordlnates oT h26158 Company K-
apprehended four VCS found in well-hidcden tunnel complex.
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Tunnel was blown by engineers upon completion of search,
VCS underwent initial tactical interrogation and were s

evacuated as transportation became available. .

At 281318H, vicinity coordinates BT h22158 Gompany K
received four rounds of small arms fire from vicinity
coordinates BT L22157. Fire was returned and the area:

. secarched with mnegative results. - No i‘r:.endly casual— :
‘ties. No- confirmed enemy casualt:.es.j T

At 281700H, Company K had two Marine's st.ep in a
punji’ stake pit at vicinity coordinates DT L3L161.-

One- man was evacuﬂted the other did not requ:lre evaéuation.

At 282300H, at coordlnatcs IT h3915§H, Company K am=-

~ bush, opened fire on movement to rear-of embush, During

confusion, two members of embush were hit by cwn i‘:.re.
Casualties were. evacuated by hellcopter to D—Med for
treatment,

At 2900L5H, lst Marihes directed’ 3/1 to provide a Command
Group and one company to assume 2/7 TILOR due to deploye
ment of 2/7. Accordingly, Command Group Lravo and Com-
pany I were directed to prepare for movement: to 2/7 TAOR.
Company K was directed to cease operations and to retract
from the island of Hoa Xuan at first light in order to

‘relieve Gompany T in manning security positions on Ky

Ha Peninsula. Command Group Bravo and-Compahy I com- -
menced movament to 2/7 Command Post at 29063CH and com-
Fleted movement prior to 290910H. Company K -completed

" retraction to. Ky Ha Peninsula prior to 2900L5H and
‘assumed rcspons:.b:.lxty for des:.gnated secur:.ty positions.

At 292015H, Company K security patrol Pauline, advancing
southwest on the trail at coordinates BT 522007, en-
countered a Vietnamese proceedhg down the trail toward
the patrols The point of the patrol fired two rounds.

'The individual was hit by shrapnel from the headlight

of ‘the bicycle he was riding., He was later identified
as a local villager and’ Popular Forces member. He was

.. taken to 3/1 BAS and treated; Heo was later: t.aken to D~
Mec for X-—Ray, but" wag in Eood com:.t:.on.

At 2921hhH, Fatrol Cardinal, Company K, ‘was advanc:.ng _
westerly when point spotted four VG crossing rice paddy.
vicinity coordinates IT 513107, Patrol recelved four
rounds small arms fire from VG and patrol engaged enemy
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with twenty rounds small arms fire, VO withdrew. At

the same time, movement was heard on ths other side of
road and the patrol threw hand grensdes into suspected
position, . Search conducted with negative results.

At 30112}, Sparrow Hawk Squad, stationed at MAG=36 Air-
field, was launched vicinity of 2/L TAOR for blocking
forces Fifteen VC were suspected of working in this area,
Mission was canceled and squad was retracted at 30160CH,

AL 3013OOH, Command Group Dravo and Company I, after
being relieved of responsibility for 2/L TAOR, returned
to this Command Post., At 301L430H, Company I immediately
commenced relief of security positions manned by Com-
pany K on Ky Ha Peninsula, In addition, Company I
assumed responsibility for Sparrow Hawk mission stationed
at MAG-36 Airfield. Company K, after being relieved of
Ky Ha Peninsula security, was designated Regimental
Reserve with one reinforced rifle platoon on fifteen-
mimute alert status for employment, on order, as secur-
ity for disabled hellcopters.

At BlohlSH, at vicinity coordinates T 52L093, a secur-
ity post of H&S Company observed an unidentified in-
dividual ocutside the protective wire. The individual
was challenged and immediately took evasive action,
The semtry fired two rounds of small ams fire with
negative results. No friendly casualties. No enemy
casualties.

At 311120H, S-3, 1st Mer, advised 3/1 to be preépared to-
provide, on order, one reinforced rifle company for re-
lief of Company C, 1/4, as Chu Lai Airfield Security.
Company K was alerted and immediately commenced pre-=
parations for compliance with above. This mission was
subseqpently cancelled.

At 311300H, S-3, 3/1, attended a meeting with Chu Lai
Vital Arca Defonse Coordinatore At this meeting, 3/1
was relieved of security responsibility for the Ky Ha
Peninsula by Headquarters Dattalion, lst Mar Div security
elements. 3/1 retdins responsibility for security of the
Chu- Lai Sand Ranp, Sparrow Hawk mission, and defensive
positions in and about the Dattalion perimeters
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At 311600H, Headquarters Bat.tal:.on, 1st Mar Dlv Secur-—
ity elaments commenced relief of Company I positions.

.on Ky Ha Peninsula., Relief of lines was compléted by )
 312010H, " Company I was designated Regimental Reserve -

with 1st Platoon, Company I, on fifteen-mimute alert
status for employment, on order, as securlty element

for dlsabled hellcopters.
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SECTION V. ILOGISTICS

A, Significént Events

1. During the period covered, the supported strength of the
Battalioh was about 1000 men,

2. From L March to 7 March, this Battalion participated in
Operation UTAH, and from 21 March to 2l March, Command Group
Alpha; Company K, and Company M participated in Operation TEXAS.
On 29 - 30 March, Command Group Bravo and Company I reinforced
by Company F, 2nd Battalion, Lth Marines occupied and assumed
responsibility for 2ud Battalion, Tth Marines TAOR while that
unit participated in Operation INDIANMA.

3. On 9 March, the Battalion Command Post was displaced to
- the oommand post formerly occupied by lst Battalion, Lth Marines.
Concurrently, the Battalion assumed responsibility for defense of
the Ky Ha Peninsula. With the displacement of the Battalion
"Command Post, it became necessary to renovate the area vacated
by-lst Battalion, Lth Marines and considerable effort was expended
during the month on required construction projectse.

B. Supply
1. Procurement

a. During March, funds werec obtained with which to pro-
cure locally produced items needed by the Battalion. These items
included: matting, poles, ash trays, table cloths and comfort items.
Funds for the purchasing of light fixtures have become available
and these materials have been ordered by the Force Iogistic
Support Group (F1SG) supporting Chu Lai Combat Base.

b. Normal requisitions contimue to be processed through
normal channels. Problem areas include clothing (both regular
and “Jungle“ type), some blank forms, selected ordnance parts,
and engineering material used for the building of temporary
camps. Shortages of Class IV items have been a problem in the
past, but these items are now becoming re~dily .available,

2. Warchousec and Storage, No general problems exist in this
area. A heed has arisen for security containers for selected
items. This requirement will be met by the use of "Conex Boxes!
as they become zvailable,

3. Operations
a. During Operations UTAH and TEXAS, supply personnel

EICLOSURE: (1)
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were uscd to consclidate and submit requests in the field. As
these requests were filled and delivered via helicopter, the
material was then delivered to the using units. This material
included ammunition, MCIs, and high usage Class I, Type I and
Type II items.

b. Supply personnel were located at.tbe medical service =
unit supporting these operations to collect items of equlpment
returning with evacuated Marines from this unit,

L. Special Requirements. With the current mission of this
Battalion, unit distributiocn has been effected to certain com-
panies, This is accomplished using amphibious tractors. This
system insures most efficient utilization of men and equlpment.

S« Support from Higher’Echelons. The support this organi-
zation has received during the month of March has been satis<
factory in the majority of instances. FPrcblen arsas have existed,
none of which have been insurmountable, and, it is significant
tc notey that support is continuwally improving. '

C. Transportation

1. Organic

a. Organic vehicles were not wtilimed in operations
during the periocd covered; however, all vehicles were utilized
in support of the Battalion's mission within the Chu. Lai Combat
Base.

b. In addition to the normal maintenance of Vehicles;
the motor transport section constructed 2 dispatcher!s office,
2 maintenance shop, and constructed towers for overheading wire
within the Battalion Command Post.

2. OSupport Vehicles

a.. Close liaison with motor transport support units has
led to considerable improvement in vehicular support. All re-
quired support commitments have been met as promptly as possible
and no significant problems have been enccuntered.

be Helicopter support was utilized only on operaticns
conducted outside the Chu Iai Combat Base and satisfied Battalion
operational requirements.

C» 3rd Battalion, lst Marines tactical srea of responsi-
bility includes the islands of Ky Hea and Ky Xmen. Upon occupying
these two islands, one platoon of LVIs was placed inm direct sup-
pert of the Battalion and was utilized for the administrative and
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logistical® support requlrements ‘of “the two' companles placed on’
the respective islands,” In- addition,’ 'IVTs were utilized once oo
tactically for a company<size search and ‘destroy operation on. T

the island of Hoa Xuan, also within the Battalion's Tactical-
Areae

D. Maintenance

1. Communications second echelon maintenance has been some=-
what hampered by the heavy’ operational commltments and the ex= * -
tensive work load placed on the communlcatlons sectlon durlng
the relocat:.on of the Bat.tallon Command Post. I

2. Motor transport second echelon.maintenance has been per-
formed expedlt:.ously in sp:.te of a shortage oi‘ some parts W:Lthln )
the Chu La:. Combat Base. . o 4 ; e .

3. nghcr echelon mc.intenance on veh:.cles has been slowed
down by the anticipated replacement of M 274s” and M-h22a. .

E. Deadlined Combat Essential Equipment., The £6lloiring is &
listing of ceadlined combat essential equlpment at the end of the
reporting perlod. .

1. Comhlcatlon—Electronlcs .

ITEM " SERIAL NUMBER - - BCHEION: -
PRC-6 | o 810L | 2
PRC-6 . o T 1332 .2
PIO6 S 139 2 _
- PRC-6" o 2h671 - -
PRC-6 1307 2 w -
PRC-6 2765 2
PRC~6 1300 2"
. PEC6 S 7855 2
LER6 Bn- 2
‘PRC-6° 1322 - ¢ 2
FRC-6 . 1331 2
FRC-6 o 7036 2
PU-34,8 R 9 3
MRC=83 - 20,0552 2
2. Motor Transport - ‘ ' | S e
| mm{ - SERIAL NMBER - - EGHELON
Mel22e Cole88s 2
M-h22a1 c o 30583 - 2
| 38
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ITEM - ; SPRIAL NIMBER =~ . = ECHELON'

M-27 .
M=27ly e
M=l i
M- 27’4 .
M-27h
"\1—27147 :

B-ma_ns_e,

TR SERD;L NUIVIBER S0 ECHEION:

-79 Grenade Launcher 1117

M-79 Grenade Launcher

M~-79 Grenade Launcher . .

’ . M=79 ‘Grenade Launcher
M- 79 ‘Grenade Launcher ;

F. Erhbarkatlon. A

No embarka,
period covered.
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SECTION VI.E;' COMMUNICAT IONS-ELECTRONICS

A, General

1. Durlng the month of March, the Communications Platoon,
3rd Battalion, lst Marines, was engaged in establishing com--
munications within the Battalion Command Post and the Bat- -
talion’s tactical area of responsibility, as well as sup-
porting Operations UTAH and TEXAS. In-addition, the platoon
assumed the communications system of the 2nd Battalion, Tth'
Marines while that unlt was commltted to Operatlon INDIANA.-

2e The major problems encountered durlng this perlod
were in the areas of installation'and maintenance of equlp-”
nent and w1ll be discussed undcr the appropriate paragraph
below. .

3. The ComNUHLCQthHS Platoon—-equlpment and personnel-‘ .
wise--is combat ready, and has proven it is fexibls enough
to operate two command groups in combat operations,

B. Equipment
l. Radio

a. Three AN/PRC~10s were lost during Opsration DOUBLE
EAGLE when they were evacuated from the forward area back to
the Beach Support Area; however, on 27 March, these were located
in the Chu lai Combat Base and returned.

“bei One AN]PRC—6 was also lost during Operation DOUBIE -

EAGIE while Compauy L was engaged in the crossing of the Song
Tra Cau. River. The 3rd Platoon radio operator was wounded and
dropped the sets Due to the close prnxlmlty of the enemy and
the heavy fire being received, it was not recovered. The
Bettalion is currently procc351ng the necessary pancrs to drop
tliis set from its account;

Co - The Battalion is now missing one of its orlglnal
1LN/PRC-h7 radio scts (serial rmmber h38§ During Operation
DOUBIE EAGLE, ‘throe of the. orlglnal radios were evacuated. -
Two of these gets vere returned, and the- set presently igsing
has beén {euporerily replaced by 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines.
sot (8erial mumber 1270). Every sffort is being mad to re=-
cover the lost set. e e
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‘ d, During the month of March, there was an average
of thirty-four AN/FRC-10s, sixteen 4AN/PRC~6sl, one. AN/PRc-h?,
and two AN/FRC-25s in use daily. During this period; an’
average of two AN/PRC=10s and eight AN/PRC=0s were deadlined
‘daily. The AN/PRC-W1, three AN/FRC-L7s, and one AN/PRC-25
were deadlined during the month,

2+ Wire. During the month of March, there was an“aver-'
age of four telephones TA-l, three telephones TS-10, two tele-
phones EE—8/312, and seven SB-22 line packs deadlined daily.

3. PEquipment Deadlined as of 31 March 1966 _

ITEM _ - QUANTITY .- ECHEION .
AN/PRC~6 - .10 2.
FU-348 : 1 3

- H-33 - 7 2
Th=22 1 -3

T TA=222 3 3
TA-312 1 3

L. Equipment Missing as of 31 March 1966

ITEM QUANTITY
Telephone TA-312 1
Telephone EL~-8 3
Telephone TA-1 4
Telephonc TS-lO 4

5. Wire Installed DurmJg March .

e QUANTITY

Telephone Cablé WD-1/TT - 63 Miles
Electrical Wire - L,992 Feet

C, Security Violations, On 20 March 1966, 3rd Battalion, lst ’
Marines Frag Crder 19-66 was transmitted in the clear over the
Battalion Tacticél Net which gave dates, time, and places of a
future operatich, The particular cperation was not carried

out, however, and therefore no damage resulted. Corrective
action‘haS‘been taken to eliminate this happening in the future.

b ENCIOSURE: (1)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

& . T -

Wem

~ o7

PN
el o

1. Administrative -~ . cmssn*mn . UICIASSIPIED
Incomlng o _ o2l L .o uLis
Outg01ng fu'ﬂ o e T a3
2a Combat Operatlons | | . )
e _
Q Q vIncomlng_ 0 503 "
v .o l *. ' Cutgoing 0

'35?_.

E, Personnel‘Status

1. On 31 March 1966y - the communlcatlons personnel 1n .the
Battalion numbercd elghty-nlne, howevcr, of the total, there
were: seven non—effectlve personnel.‘

2e Personnel Changes Durlng March :

RETURNED '

vx_o_s_. TRANSFERRED JOINED ‘HOSPITALIZED - TO DUTY
2511 : 1 2

o i 2531 3 _

’ 2533 7 3 1
2539 1
2511 1 2
25L3 1 3 - —_
TOTAL 3 18 3 1

F. Operations/Training

1. Training

a. During the month of March, cross-training for. -
message center- and radic personnel in wire procsdures was
conducted. The instruction was on-the-Job training.

s 3
i

[ ]
L]
&:;

~ be A total of thirty hours‘of appllcatlon/demonstra-
tion was held for eight radio cperatiors and four message
center men.

c. On 11 and 12 March, two Marines attended a Englne
Generator Course held by 3rd Marlne Divisiocne

24 .OperatlonSv

=1 A command post locatlon at vicinity coordlnates
BT 538072 was constructed- nuring the first tem deys of Marcha

ENCIOSURE: (1) "
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-Telephune lines were installed on poles tnrougnout. tne Command . .

Post with land lines/trunks installed to .the kir Field Defense
Area, In addition, the Command Post was completely wired for
110-volt three-phase electrical power. o

be" Durlng the. ﬂerlod lO - 12 March, the Command” Post
location was moved to vicinity coordinates BT 524089, "In ‘the
new position, the telephone and power lines, although in-
stalled, had to be rerouted and reinstalled due to hlgh
antenuation and line loss. Long locals to the islands
of Ky Xuan and Ky Hoa had to be reworked as did the maJOrlty
of the 11nes to the penlnsula unlts and the Penlnsula Com="
mand Bunker oh Ky Ha' Penlnsula. On 31 March, approximately
seventy-five percent of the ‘wire had been répaired-or rein-
stalled and approxlmately eighty percént of the Command Post
had electrlclty from the new systems Radio ‘remotes and a
wire system were installed"in the Battallon Combat Operatlons '
Center and was approximately 31xty percent completed on 31

March. " 4All pole lines within the Command Post area” have been - o

fabricated from six 155mm gun canisters anq,as of’ 31 March,
there were fifteen fabricated and 1nsta11ed.

G. Combat Operations. The Gommunlcatlons HLatoon partlcipated
in Operation UTAH (L - 8 March) and Operatlon TEXAS (21 - 2}
March), and: supported Command: Group Bravo and two Tifle com-
panies relocated in 2nd Battalion, Tth- Marlnes tactlcal area’
during Operatlon INDIANA (29 - 30 March)
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SECTION VII.. FILE SUPFORT COORDIRATION, NAVAL GUIFIRE

i. Artillery

1. General, During March, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines was
- employed in Operations UTAH and TEXAS, both of which involved
extensive use of zrtillery fire support,

2. Significant Events o . s

a, During Operation Utah, on the wmorning of 6 March,
artillery was utilized to. prepare a hill complex at vicinity
coordinates BS 555837, the Battalion objective. Marking rounds
were fired to mark the objective area for air strikes. A5 the.
aixr strike was cupletel, more than eizhty roun” s of artillery ' : '
fire commenced,falling on the objective with good accuracy and ' .
target coverage. In regards to both the air and artillery pre-
paration of the objective area, it should be noted that forti-
fications and entrenchments in the objective area were not
destroyed, nor, in some cases, was there any apprecifble effect.

b, During Operaticn TEXAS, two artillery missions, in
addition to harrassing and interdiction fires, were requested.
. The initial mission requested was the preparation of Hill 65 at
vicinity coordinates BS 523792, A total of ninety-seven rounds
was expended on the target with good accuracy and effective re-
sults. The second missicn provided for the preparation of a hill
and village complex vicinity coordinates BS 525793. This mission
wWas not completed due to the violation of a SAV-A=-PLANE by heliw-
copters. It should be noted that this violetion grurtly impaired
the effeetive utilizrtion of supporting srms fires. -

3. Statistical Summary

a, Number of Missions Fired in Support. 1L6.

be Types of Missions

(1) Unobserved Missions
eI . 139

(#) Obsecrved Missions

Targets of Opportunity 2
Registrations 2
Tllumination 2
Marking 1

Ll EICIOSURE: (1)
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Cc. Weapen and Ammuniticn Expended

105mm How 108k 20 6 . 6 1116

L

155mm How - Q b .0 :
‘Total =~ - T108L - "2k "'6' "'6' "‘T"

B. Naval Gunfire, Both Operation UTAH and Operation TEXAS were
located in areas toc distant from the coast to present approprlate

targets for naval gunfire.

L5
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SECTION VIITI. AIR SUPPORT - DEFENSE

Lo Alr Support

l. During the month cf March, the air support requirements
of the 3rd Battalion, 1lst Marines consisted primarily of those
in conjunction with Operation UTAH and Cperation TEXAS. On both
operations, helicopter support was excellent, providing for the
rapid deployment of forces on immediate request as well as the
orderly retraction of the Battalion upon completion of the oper-
ations, In additicn, all medical evacuation and resupply missions
were timely in responsiveness to requests.

2. The use of close air support was limited to two missions
during Operation UTAH, beth in order to prepare the Battalion
objective, vicinity coordinates BS 555837. Close air ran a
total of six sorties and delivered fifteen 250-pound bombs,

seventy=six 2,76~-inch rockets, and fifteen napalm bombs. These
air strikes were préplanned and were requested over the Tecti-
cal Air Request Net, The reacticn time was satisfactory; how-
ever, the attack was characterized by a forty percent failure
in napalm bombs to ignite and inaccuracy of the bombing and
napalm runs. The attack could only be rated as fifty percent
effective, In regards toc this massive preparation of the
objective, it should be noted that fertifications and entrench-
ments in the objective area were not destroyed and, in fact,
were not appreciably affected.

3. Air Support Requests

a, Helicopter

_(l); Resupply

Mission Requests 5
Missions Completed 5

(2) Evacuation

Mission Requests 17
Missions Completed 17

(3) Tectical
(a) Recon
Mission Requests 0

Missions Completed O

L5 ENCLOSURE: (1)
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(b) Troop Lifts )

Mission Requests R
Missions Completed L

I (c)"(}:ut_ashigs

Mission Re&deets 4 ‘ 3
Missions Completed 2

by Fixed Wing Transport. lones

_' Ca .-:‘Tact:.cal A:Lr Support
(1) Air Strikes

’ - B "Mission Redquests - . =+ .2 . - . '
e Missions Completed .~ - 2 (One Ground Controlled)
(2) Helicopter. Escort
Mission Requests. - RS b
g M:Lss:Lons Completed IO R

" B. Air Defensee. The c.efense measures employed by the Battallou
were passive. No organic weapons were employed for active air
defense. o Lo TR S s '

C. Problem Areas

1. On Operation UTAH, a problem developed wherein .resupply
- he11c0pters » either as a result of being misinformed:as to re-
~ questing unit or mlsa.nformed as. to correct coordinates of reques-
ting unit, insisted on orbiting the Battalion Command Posi:at -
night which, as a natural consequence, tended to compromlse the ...
Battahon Command Post,. » :

2. Durlng Operation T‘?YAS the preparatlon of an ob;;ectlve
by artillery was delayed in excess of forty minutes and eventu-
ally cancelled. after only sne round was fired. due to the constant
flow of heliccpter traffic across the gun-target line with a '
total disregard of published SAV-A-FLANES,

L7 : ENCIOSURE: (1)
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SECTION IX, MEDICAL/DENTAL AFFAIRS

A. Patient Load

l. During the month of March, a total of 561 patients were

seen at daily sick call for an average of nineteen patients per ' ‘i
day.

2. An average of four in-patients per day were treated in ®
the Battalion Aid Station,

3. From i - 7 March, the Battalion Aid Station supplied
medical support for Operation UTAH, Total wounded treated during
this operation was 102, S

he From 21 - 24 March, the Battalion Aid Station supplied .
mecdical support for Operation TEXAS, Total wounded treated during

this operation was thlrty-elght plus twenty—three non—battle casu-
alties,

B. MEDCAP, Field operations permitting, daily sick calls were

held in the Battalion's area of responsibility by company corpsmen

and the Battalion Aid Station. A total of 1233 Vietnomese civilians
were treated as a result of MEDCAP program.

© Co Sanitation. Chief problems of garrison sanitation were related
to the establishment of messing and toilet facilities in the new .
camps; however, existing problems are currently being resolved,

D. Personnel. On 1 March, there were two Medical Officers and

forty Hospital Corpsmen .assigned for duty. On Operation UTAH,

five corpsmen were wounded in action and evacuated. Subsscuently, _ —
six corpsmen were transferred to the Battalion from Company B, B W -
Jrd Medical Battalion and ‘wo corpsmen wers permancntly detached
from the Battalion (one to shore duty CONUS and one to 3rd Service
Battalion). During Operation TEXAS, three hospital corpsmen were
lost to the Battalion (one WIA, onc non-battle casuwalty, one KIA),
Total personnel on board at the close of the month- two Medical
Officers and thirty-six Hosrital Corpsmen. ’

")

L8 . EICIOSURE: (1)
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SECTION X. CIVIL AFFAIRS

Ae General, The civic action program is comprised of MEDC:P, CARE
and USAID, and various Self~Help rrojects. These projects were .
carried out in the villages of Ky Ha (BT 5210), Ky Xuan (BT h910),

and Ky Hoa (BT 5013). ‘ '

B. Significant "Events

1, Medical/Dental. .The Battalion MEDCAP team treated 1,233

- villagers in the 3rd Battalion, lst Marines aSSLgned TAOR, and

approximately fifty in operatlonal areas cduring’ chratlon UTAH
and Operation TEXAS.

2, Self-Helpe 3rd Battalion, lst Marines personnel de-
ployed on Ky Zuan and Ky Hoa have assisted villagers in re-

vbulldlng destroyed homes, repalrlng dlkes, and building

2inage ditches,

Je USAID. On 30 March, 600 sheets of galvanized tin roofing
were distributsd to forty families on Ky Xuan to replace rodfs
destroyed by combat actions last year. This distribution was
made through the village chief with approprlate CErenory

Cs Problem Areas

1. Iack of interpreters at Battalion level remains a
handicap in executlng the civil affairs program,

2.4 Adequade medlcal supplles for March were not made
available. - . ST L C

UNGLASSIFJED
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SECTION XI; PSYCHOLOGICAL WARRiRE ACTIVITIES

A General

1. Throughout Operatlon UTAH, loudspeakers were: utlllzed' SRR
extensively from observation aireraft to invite VC and PAVN . .
troops to surrender-to Marine and ARVN forces.-; e 'ﬂ;v; .

2. In congunction with' the Republlc of Vietnam Government's v
U0pen Arms"" program, thie area of operations for: Operatlon UTAH '
and Operatlbn TEXAS were. cuverqd with safe ccnduct pasdes’ urglng<
the W to surrender and extending promises of aust and fair
treatment.‘ . o .
3. Tangible results of these programs were not. readsly o
obvious or ap*marent. o) . . ; . ‘
Lo Tt is consldered worthy of. npte that reoucsts for
psychological warfare supyort requlrss a greater lead. time L
than feasible, as most operatlons are conducted in response
to immediate tactlcal requirements; consequently, the use€,
as well as results. of psychological warefare activities

conducted, was not as profitable as pessible; however, a3 
concerted effort is being made to better utilize available

.agscts and to . increase responsiveness to immediate situations, -

-

| UreLissiRgy
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. HEADQUARTERS
- * . 3rd Battalion, lst Marines
- 3rd Marine Divisiom (Rein) FMF
FPO, San Franciseo, 96602 =

oL18008 0 021800

SITREP was mot subitted during this period ss 3vd Battalion, lst -

Marines had no assigned mission oratactical area of responsibility.
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- HEADQUARTERS :
3rd Battalion, lst Marines & 7Y
1a¢ Marine Divisien (Rein) E
' FPO, San Francisco,

'FOR,PERIOD 0218014 TO 0318008

WTIVE SWAEX

_ 3rd Battalion, lat Harim mintaina one company (reiu) on a twe-hour

alert and a cemmand group plua an additional two companies (rein) on a:
six-hour alert in acecrdance with verbal instraction received from :
Commanding Officer, lst Marines at Ol2030H. Company X remsins on two-
hour alert and Command eronp Alphn, Company L, and amptny K remain

on s:lz-hour alert. .

At 021835H, the Srd httnlien, 1st. Harines recoivd. 1st Hariaes Operatien
Order. 33«66 and lsh Marinss Frag Order 3-66 amd Mdutely commenced -
required plamu.ng t0 mcute assigned missien. '

At 021835H, 1n ceuplianee with 1st Barines epernxian Order. 3u3~66 Com- :

_pany L was designatcd as 1zt Harines Regincntal Rasem.

AY OBO‘?OOH, 3rc~i Blttaiien, lat narines ‘assumed rup@mibihty for Air
Base Defense of MAGeLl2 adr strip by relieving previously established

Air Base Defense Ceordinater and Security Company from 2md Battalion,
7th Marines. Company I (Reis) and Company K (+) (Reim) eccupied security
positions in accordance with initial situatioa awrlly.» Relief effected
by 031200H. _ ' '

&% 0312008, the 18t Piat.oen, Company x.‘re'uevéi platesn from Company H,

2nd Battalion, Tih Marines and assmmed responsibility fer security &f
ﬁ.m m constmetien facllities as required by assigned mission,

At 031330H, Gomp&uy I effected lisison with Headqmrters Compaw, Tth
Marines concerning asswaption of responsibility fer security positions
on south and southwest sides of Class V Dump from vicinity BIS560LL to

. vicinity BTS630L43 which have besn previously wanned by the Composite

Security Flatoom, Headquarters compaay, Tth Marines, Fhysical relief
will be effected 031830H: '

Projected plans for ambuh/patrel actions are limited to local security
ambushes/patrols and will be delineated in detaii in subsequent SITREP

(I;ia;sogumany) arter eeordination with r.uuts eccupying positions within
'AOR,
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HEADQUARTERS -

3rd Battalion, lgt Marines
3rd Marime Division (Bein) WP
~ FPO, San Francisco, 96601

STTEEP FOR FERIOD 031601 TO_OKLSOOH

At 0318308, Compaty I effected relief of Compesite Security

Flatoen, Headguartews Company, 7th Marines and assumed usponsi-

 bilities for security pesilions om south and ssutheast sides of

Class V Dump from vicimity T 556044 to v:!.c!mity BT $63043.
At OLI01ISH, 3rd Battalien, 1st Harinea was advised by s-3,

1st Marines to place $we compamies and a command gyeup oh immedie B

ate standby for pessible helilift to Task Force Delta Area-sf -
Operations to be desigmated. Companies I and M alerbed with

Command Group MM two sestions of 81mm Mortars and two squads
Of Engineera. .

At Olﬂ.OBOH, 3, ht Marinss a&viaed 3rd Battalion, lst

Marines to establish helicspter landing gone for the two come

pamies snd commané uranp Alpha landing sons was mubls.shed
at BT 556052,

R OhllOOH, sammm I and X vas alert.ed; Company X 4o be’
prepared to move out by truck at 1200H and operate am comvoy

‘seucrity and C, P, Sacurity for Task Force Delts. 5«3y Ist
~ Marimes advised 3rd Batialieny lst Marine that lst Battalion,

4th Marimes would assume mpmaibility for Airfiele &eﬁms,
eeemrlty ef vital EMK imstallastion, and Class V Dwnps :

A% OhlthH, Qmpe.w K d@arbed airfield by trucks m\.ﬁh oue:

' platoon from compo.w I for srwa of operations: -

At 041310, 3rd Battalien, 1lst Marimes was amsoé w sa3,
lst Marines to comence heliiift of two companies and Gommand
Group as goon as pessibles, Ianding zone in ares of mra%iom
established to be BC 554875, Mission to establish bleelk

positions area of eastewest grid line 85 in aecerd’ame ui‘bh ordera

of cmnding Gewﬂ; Task Ferce Delta. ,
~ At 01:1350!{, cmndim General, Task Perce Dalta arrmd

. this G. Po} adivaed Q‘-mwﬁ!‘ foicﬂr, 33'& BﬂtMiﬁﬁ; m Marines . -
. to move remainder of Compuny I 40 helicopter landing sone vicinity

.~ BT.556052 for helilifh with m&mr of Battaldiow, Commanding

.. General, Task Force Deita dep

5pe. 1400H. Cempesy I mﬁi’iaa and
move commenced Ghil1EH, Oesisand Group Alpha departed for lanﬂing
sone Ior 11f% o arewad ez;mtiom. S

" 2. .

e

A
- et et
PR

R s

DECLASSIFIED



dEIAISSVYIONd

PLAGS SIMHEARY a

|
CRIALT-ATLON: 3rd 5K 1st gl i Lal _ 7AOR L Mar 1966 ;
1800H 1o00H v
Praltvs 03 AoOXMar 10Ol YOO Mar 1966
TEPe  aCTION S Ui TEAM SQUAD PLATOON CutPALTAL SATT LIowl
DAY/ wlaidl DAY /8TuiT DAY /SLunT DAY /NIGAT DAY/ WExiT

3CoUT HAIPLR (SS)

- 3
LISTE NG POST (LP)

C D
At (813)

E ¥ ¢ H I J
HLCOL CATROL (RiC)

E L d Q P
S.CULITY PATROL (SEC) ' 2

4 R s 7 J 2 AR B cc_ no .
SRARC. & DESTROY (SuB) : J

: s X _ Y Z AL 03 CC DB
{SU AT PATLOL, ‘ J
CLLARIG (STLR) r T § o ] ! ; » ¢
KE I GG iiH Ii  Jd XK LI .

RUAARKG g
No unusual events.

[

nost appropriate,

ks AL] Corn;;»éqy and pettalion size ope:rsat‘:loua will be reuorted and xill ve clasaified as cither S/D or CLk as is
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mmuwmm o
. 3rd Battalion, ls$ m:im -
3rd Marine Division (Bein) P&
- FPO, San Franeiscey 96602 -

L1800 O 061800H

 STTHEP was' not mmtted dnring this pem& 28 Brd Battalion, st

L mar:l.nes was commitéed 46 Qperation U‘I‘AH, and amm were submit.ted to
Task Forca naltao o
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was refurning frem srek of Oporatisn Utsh by heliscepher at 1300,

Q WMImxmmmtymiﬂmmww
;mmmsmmammmmm,mmwm

xsmss,tmm”omau,sﬁ,mt,mmmx
srived at Cha lal Alalisdd and semmenged samuplisn of deferaive
peaibions on airfisld, The Csand Croep and Ceaaty ¥ reoibin 1o
Task Force Delta‘s ares of spaveiions. Tizm of redudn nnlomn, Cen-
wzuwm#m,wummm

uxsso&sew IMIMMMMMM&M
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3RD BATTALION, 1ST MARINES ‘ ’
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SITUATION OVERIAY

FEF: (a) MAP: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, SERIES L701 8 MARCH 1966
SHEETS 6757 I, 6757 IIT, 6757 IV, :
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1% Barioes and lat IeStallen, Lk Marioss was ssadusted in order
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vidot fer Compery K, 3/1, %o reliswe Compony &, 3/l, iu ite TAGR
mummmmm«oms,%m
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3 xtﬁﬁﬁmm,inlﬂﬂﬂﬂkm»zwtamdunrmuunumiwmmwmncﬁ
TAGER with lat Battailen, kib ¥srimes, in scesrdanse vith the
sutuglly devaleped plen as set forth in parograph L. sbeve, Mlisf
hkﬂmktﬁizylm\
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BARATIVE SUBARY

1. A% LORLOSH, Cowmending Offiser, 3rd Radsaliss, lat Herines was
direstad by Exscutive Gfficer, lot Murines L0 aseume respeusibillvy
for sevexity pusisivas en Ky Sea FPenereula, Odm Il Alrfisid, MK
Insiallstien, asd Class ¥ Dusp in exder te reliews 1wt Betinlien,
Lts Narioes wat were deisog sleried for sparetiocas.

2. fBeguired proparstiesns fer erderly ralisf wers muxx inttie
ated and company comaniders mmwuua resyoasi-
»1ivy.

3. Imcmﬁy:,yz,mummﬁMWtcumm
Mhu sssurity pesitisnz with twe platvens snd Class ¥V Dump murity
peeitiony with cue plateen.

ke A% 1002008, Compamy K, 3/}, commscoed relief of 1/h velt respen-
sible for ssenrisy of Ly tea rmimu, MK Imstallotion, sad for

previding Spayrew lawk Squed.

S, Unite offested relier of 1/h positions wy 1014008,
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ORCANIZATION: o 3@ BN __ /U7 REGP.CHU LAT _TAOR ' /0 FESLE
perions_ &7 18008 FEB w0 L0 1oon FEuB £L ~ DATE
’ FIRE TEAM 'SQUAD PLATOON COMPANYAL BATTALION #1
TYPE  ACTION DAY AVL GHT DAY /NTGHT DAY/NIGHT DAY/NIGHT |  DAY/NTGHT
SCOUT SNIPER (SS) I
e }
LISTENING POST (IP) Ej:: ;
AMBUSH {AMB) ) [ 1 ¢ L
. ’ . T 5 L — T dl
T % | . ‘
RECON PATROL (REC) g T 5
—_— —
SECURITY PATROL (SEC) 1 i 1 fg i
| a R s T | U
T
SEARCH & DESTROY(S&D) , ; { ! ]
s x | Tz AL BB ¢C DD
| COMBAT PATEOL) '
,__qJL.E TROL) |
' CLEARING (CLR) b 1@ Lt ~ N Lﬁi
» 5 FF | 66 I T 37 . i
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#1 A1l Company and Battalion size operations will be reported and will be classified as either S/D or CLR
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assigned TAOR to inclwde Chu Ial Lirtieli, nrﬂn rtnimla, K- In-
stallation, ;ud chss ? Dumpe . e

o T .
e Tt

}; |

Ny

L
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Y M}.ﬁ:ﬂﬁﬁ, 83 Iﬁm anamm,htwian -
te prepars Jra Flateon {Reis) Compsny I, (The fiftew misube alert Platecs
foom Regimental with FAC Tomm mmmmmum
maza&amn&mmmw Growp Klpha, Wd 4
mmsmm.mmmmwaummwmnnmw '
oosrdinates BY 36133, ' 4% 1315004, Ird Platoom, Compmy I wae prepared
mmnmanmmm.nm%w,mmmm

Yarines placed the remisder of MIuM&ﬁfﬁuﬁmﬁn
=5 may be directed by OO 1at Marimes. AS 151505H, S-3, lst Marines _
sdvised 3rd Eatislien, 1t Marinss thet mission was eancelled, bub to
retain the platosn 1n W LI $a stendsbty slees, Kt 151515K, Se3, 1s$
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OPERATIONS w SUMMARY

ORGANTZATION: _. . 1ot REGT CHU LAI TAOR
PERIOD: "‘iﬂr—” FEU w—-— "“Ig“-“%%ﬂrmﬁyﬁé—

- - FIRL TEAM . - UAD s . PLATOON R RSN i M«#l BA'I‘TALION #l
TIEE }ACTION DAY /NIGHP DAY /NIGHT DAY/NIGHT DAY/NIGHT - DAY/NIGHT

LISTENING POST (IP)

'SNIPER (SS 1
scour ! (ss) B ! 1
-

mews | L0 | Do) L
RECON PATROL (RE&) . fL § 5 f ; L |
SECURITY PATFOL (SEC) __.;_.___.... l_—»"—-—t |
q ?‘J ﬁ U v
SEARCH & DESTROY(S&D) ' ' o T T | |

DECLASSIFIED

, e g MIlAT PATROL) .
CLEARING (CLR) | . X 1 11 Lﬁ

uL F.L* . GG HH ‘ I JJ

REMARKS &

#1 411 Company and Battalion size operations will be reported and will be classlfled as either S/D or CLR
as is most approprla.te .
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. PI.ANS SUMMARY ) . Y
ORGANIZATION: _gng BN __ 34 FEGT CHU IAI TAOR : 15 March 1966

PERIOD: g5 13@8%3%__%.%___?@88&%_%% -  DATE
i FIRZ TEAM SQUAD PLATOON COMPANY#L |  BATTALION #1
ACTION
TYPE TI0 DAY /NIGHT DAY /NIGHT DAY/NIGHT DAY /NIGHT DAY/NTGHT

SCoUT . SNIPER (SS)

@

LISTENING POST (IP)

' 1
| ABUSH (W) R e N —
1 1 '~. 1
RECON PATROL (REC) ‘K“‘]T“‘” | T 0 o
SECURITY PATROL (SEC) oo ' 1. 4 ! ‘
Q R s T TV
SEARCH & DESTROY(S&D) & ‘ | | | ‘
s X Y gz AL EB cC DD
‘ , CQMBAT PATROL) s
| | , | ;.,-—_-.—Lﬂ ATROL) ‘ ;
CLEARING (C{_.R) oL | B g ] I 7 |
iL FF GG OH _LII 73 I
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REMARKS

—

#1 411 Company and Battallon size operations will be reported and will be classified as either S/D or CLR
as is most appropnate
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UAY PATROLS FOR 17 MARCH 1965

ORIDP SIZE A
L SCL SPATROW
L T EAgLk
L iT Ra31yH
3 K TEAL
3 ¥ HSAGEIE

LIGHT PAT2JLS

170515 171320
171045 im0
171353 173915
171200 171700
170300 171300

FOR 17 ©Adcd 1966

YRIT 85I NASK
L iT VIREN
L S Gy
L J.’T MLICL
L i SANDY
L ¥ LGHUS
S 50D LLRVK
K SQ0 - STURK
A RIsH! I3Is
i ¥T IR
o rT GRACE
¥ T alLBN
a3 T SEATLON

o
172218 150205
172010 172315
150250 15065
10300 130700
172230 150130
171930 172330
130045 130650
172150 150235
172150 180700
130030 180700
171945 1000h5
180500

171500
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FOD/FUR

LTTLLkL
511125
$11125
418703
L871.03

PODZ PUR

L771ikh
511125
L77akl
511125
511125
L3703
437103
L87103

L8703
L37103
487103
52403y

LAYOVER/AYBUS:

310
SLG/SA
L3f3A
SEC
SEC

LAYOVL R/AY.BUSH

SLC

SLC

180350 - 240600
130400 = 130600
17300 ~ 130100
510

SEC ,
SuC DRUFS, FT FOR
£.8USH IDA
172300 «» 180600
180130 - 180500
172045 - 172L00
SIC
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IR0 BATTALION, 183 saRIuis
Gl 18T, VILELAM
15 MARGH 1066

D&Y PALROLS FUR 17 <ARQM

REFy (a) ~APs VLWTAM, 1850,000,SEIus L701,
SukLT 6757 IX, 6757 111, 6757 IV,

I
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320 SATALION, 15% JMRINES
CHU 1AL, VILEAH
15 MBRGH 1966

Q .Mﬂ?rﬁm. |

i3

MGHE PAYROLS FOR 17 ARCH

REF: (g) iAP: VIEINAM, 1250
SHUKT 6757 II, 675

«ooa- mmﬁummsg.-
111, 6757 1V,
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. HEADOUARTERS
Lo mm&m&m 1st Narines
',gsﬂmmmtmﬁm o
mv, &umﬂ, M o

summmlmnm

B mxm

© de uléomx,m,mmmummmgmm
uume-mmWMam mnnm-
mu.mzm

AL 1609008, -3, MMm m&mmtm mmm

te provide ene reinforsed rifle with an FAC Tomm do Tudk BDattelien,
- ks Marioes, wadmmﬂmuhm;

directed that the sswpary yepers te L1 69 at vielsity soort-
1615008,

‘_,mmmam

nlémswz,mmwm%mmﬁummu o

'Wﬁrw

Atm&semxmmumwum '

k smw&, mkﬁmzﬁmm amwm
infermation frem the Village Chief of MNew Iife Village sb wieiaity
cosrdinatonr BT 503134 that there way 2 pesaible 100 1 mepsizg su Fish

Takawd, mmvmmmm&mwm;mnﬂwm that

mmimawmk supaty & gonitions on Ky Hee Ialand. The fellow-
ing seewrity nessures have besx inmillated: the Sea Liew petral ins been
divectad 1o cover the uren of eyvasing frem Fish Island %8 Ky dsaj the

sempanies have placed so 108K ol wmmmmmmmm,.

- Compeny B, tegether wiith regnired L¥Ts have bean slsrted for possidie
sapleynant

Yo reinforee the islands of Ky mmtymmmfm

‘ mmmmmmmnnmm situstion.
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" DAY PATRULS FOR 18 AR 1766
IRIT GIZA Wk 100
L T SIARROY 131315
5 36D LAGIE 130:hY
L P 08T 131620
b VN 180915
Ki Sty _QUAIL 14his
- _

KIGHT ulu.uzcs

JOR 13 MARCH 1966

ULIT sm, i © 1D
\a T SCU . LTER . Lyhio
~ _r syeﬂ e 182140
L ‘i‘ ALICE 170115
5 SAILY 190320
L %m:qums 190045
T S SPLGon ¢ 182118
o] $4D S04 1132218
& 8B, _ROBIN 190030
\§gr FES50 HARY . 5182200
v H L. FASCY 132315
Yooy FE . 1A 190200
REECI S ¢ S LION 131500
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@5k h77ild
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Wil 13
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‘\*\mg‘*:\«
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LAYOTE R/ TBUSH

SIC/Ca
SEC/on
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S&0

L4 YOULR /An2USRH
SEG
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ﬁm#:.‘mﬁ mm SUMMARY
ORGANIZATION: ,m BN __ist REGT CHU LAI TAOR

' FIRZ TEAM BRUAD PLATOON COMPANY#L BATTALION #1
TYPE  ACTION DAY /NI GHT DAY /NIGHT DAY/NIGHT DAY /NIGHT DAY /NTGHT

SCOUT = SNIPER (SS) | ‘
LISTINING POST (IP) E:I:: _

Ao

| AMBUSH (AB) N T * B T T
RECON PATROL (REC) | ‘T—LL‘““‘ ; “—;—_:I——-} 53 |
SECURITY PATROL (SEG) b 2 2 75 || |
R = s T UV
SEARCH & DESTROY(S&D)“ l ' : ! | i J

Y 3 AL BB cC DD

; gcmﬂm PATROL) R
CLEARING (CLR) | r } |

mema i ——
I'JF': GGHH_ IT 3J 1L

DECLASSIFIED

REMATKS s

#1 411 Company and Battalion size operatlons will be reported and will be classified as either S/D or CLR
as is most approprla.te

i e | |




PL.ANS SUMMARY
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ORGANTZATION: 3:*2@__& BN __18%  FREGT CHU LAT TAOR
PERIOD: 36 teeeﬁ—iﬁ;.m&_m_&__ P TO__ 1966
m FIRE TEAM SQUAD PLATOON COMPANY#1 BATTALION #1
N : :
PR ,ACLIO DAY /NIGHT DAY /NIGHT DAY/NIGHT DAY/NIGHT - DAY/NIGHT
SCOUT . SNIPER (SS) 1 !
E77B
LISTENING POST (IP) EI‘ :
e ¢C__ D - ,
AMBUSH (AME) [ 12 L ‘
. , B F LE O A d;
RECON PATROL ( REC) T | TR o P
SECURITY PATROL (SEC) , Y
T v
——
SEARCH & DESTROY(S&D) } - i ‘
AL EB cC ID
‘ J gcmmmzmmmm) B e
'CLEARING (CLR) , T . ] LEK
} } T 66 HH s S A T i
i
|

DECLASSIFIED |

#1 All Company and Batta:llon gize operations will be reported and will be classified as either S/D or CLR
as is most approprla.te
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Wm
Ird Battalion, Ist Marings =

Ird Harine Divisien (Meiw) RGP

- R, Sm,mm,m

e i

1T!mh1966"

| MARMIIDE SmEARY 0 . 1
A, Comtasts, Neoe.
B. Miseellawewss

. 1. AL 1705305, cnm L ;nit.i.oa at cmx Peint “shaﬂic*
vieinity coerdinates 57 515082 received a repert frvea two mtmm
carpeniers that theres war & W aubush in the arsas betwesy Check Peint
*Charlie® and Zsube 1. A squad free Coupeny K, after being cautismed

te the pessibility the$ this fefermstison might be wesns te anbush the -
. squad 1teelf, was imsedistely dispatched; ard am sggresaive, smeticu-
lous senrch of mwmeWMvms uemisive mlu. :

2e At. 173400H, 83, m ¥ariney ad'dnd i mmm, lat
Marines that COMUSHACY weuld persomally pay s visit te 3rd Bettaliow, -
1st Marines area at 185330#, and desires ts address all availabls
efficers, staff WOk, and mex of the Battalism wbe papticipated in -
Oparation UTAH, A% 172730H, 5-3, lst Haoriosw was sévised by 3ré
Eattallen, 1ab Narines &f planned preparatiess fer the visit i!'
CORUSHACY, andk mﬁm emul. -

3. AL 1721406, S+3, 1at Karices advised Jrd mtﬂim, let
Marines mtmﬁmtm-rcmmvammmm, 1=t
Mmmlnwd. : o
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ORGANTZATION:: -if& i —ﬁt REQD cﬁ’ﬁf‘%ﬁcw - A7 Herch 19

DECLASSIFIED

ks PERTOD: S ﬁé&f L | DATE
' FIRE TEAM SquAD | PLATOON COMPANY#1 !  BATTALION #1
TYPE  ACTION ! #1
o DAY /NI GHT DAY/NIGHT DAY/NIGHT DAY/NIGHT - DAY/NIGHT
" sScouT . SNIPER (SS) [ §
» - ]‘
| LISTENING POST (IP) - |
@ ‘ - ,
e AMBUSH (AMB) - 1, i |
: () - . R LIS ¥ N— |
A 1 HE ,
RECON PAT30L { REC) T TR S
‘x“: S o ——————— . P - 3
§\  SBECURITY PATROL ‘(SEC) i 4 L?’f__] !
i - | K v v
SEARCH & DESTROY(S&D) T
A BB CC DD
| ‘___P_LQMgAT PATROL)_ B | o
CLEARING (CLR) I ] 1 L@
: ol F’ : GG - II JJ : ¢ LL
REMARKS :
!
:, N :
< #1 411 Company and Battalion size operations will be reported and will be classified as either S/D or CLR
; r‘:.\‘l _ as is most appropnate
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PLANS SUMMARY
ORGANIZATION: "é‘z’?—- BN __gas. REGT CHU IAI TAOR

DATE

PERIOD:_§7 gé‘& ' % TOxpes
' SQUAD PLATOON COMPANY#1 |  BATTALION #1
PR ,ACTION DAY /NI GHT DAY /NIGHT DAY/NIGHT DAY/NIGHT " DAY/NIGHT
SCOUT . SNIPER (SS) [ [ |
|
LISTINING POST (IP) E ,
_AMBUSH (AMB) E__Lé;._!ﬂ - cam—:; - '{(
i |
i ' !
RECON PATROL (REC) T T 0 P
'SECURITY PATROL (SEC) | o e i
Q R T v
SEARCH & DESTROY(S&D) ' ' ' { f
: S X Y 2z AA EB cC DD
e (COMAT PATROL) -
CLEARING (CLR) !f T | =} [ i
: 2y FP 66 I J3 R iL

DECLASSIFIED

REMARKS ¢

#1 A1 Company and Battalion size operations will be reported and will be classified as either S/D or CLR

as is most approprla.te
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| HEADQUAMIERS

3rd Battalisn, lst Marines
3re¢ Mariae Divisien (Rein) FMF-

- FPO, San Framcises, 96602 _ u
s | 3/SPC/rhe
18 nm
smm’ roa. PERI@E 1721@}@ m 182h003

" s&mﬁ:m smmx |

camm ‘ , . ,
1. At wowm;, vieinity eeeriinam L 4 50511&, Sealisn Patrel from

HES Ce, 3vd Battalien, lst Marines apprehendsé four Vietnamese males iwm beat

as curfew vislaters. Identification cards were in erder. The hoeat and

 Vietnamese weve taken to the village of An Hai vieimy coerdinates BT S
. and releaged ts the village ehietc =

Be Eﬁsmnam

1. A 181600, Gmpam' Iy 3rd Battalioa, 1st Harines repsrted dise
placement ef C, P. to new loeatvm, viemty ceordinates BT 51715&, o thu

 island of y Heas

z. At 1817158, emm z, 3re mtmm, lst Harlnaa GCHOP OPCON

" te this BsbtaliGn upen cempletisn ef eperatisny with 2nd Battalisn, kth ,
7 ‘Marines.s Cempany I designated Regimsunisl Reserve with sne plateen sn fiftesn
. mimbe alert in aoeorhm- with lat Mm OP Order 3h3~66.

3. A% 1820@11, emaqy I, rd Battalien, lst Marines ibsmed a

native beat st vicinity cesrdinatss BY L45176 firing at & Cel30 aizeraft,

ITluminstien was called, but upen arrival, nething was sbserved. The bott

- appareatly h&d left t.hc ares. 'On eall fires fer the area have been esteb-

1dsheds
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18 March 1966

DATE
o FIRE TEAM SQUAD | PLATOON COMPANY#1L |  BATTALION #1
: TYPE  ACTION DAY /NTGHT DAY /NI GHT DAY/NIGHT DAY/NIGHT DAY /NIGHT
SCOUT . SNIPER (SS) { ’
ot k B ‘2
' LISTENING POST (IP) ] : .
. 1o |
. V_VAM.'BUSHV(AMB} ] T cam— —
;‘ ““""’"“"“{s ! E , !
1 RECON PATROL (REC) —-K——lz—— 5 M5 0 P
§ SECURITY PATROL (SEC) {
SEARCH & DESTROY(S&D) } ' | ! ‘ L..._.._._J
. 8 X Y 2 A EB CC DD
; } r___w_gg_gmgm PATROL)
CLEARING (CLR) b T | ]
e : | TE oW G m | T Y
: i
!
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_ #1 421 Company and Battalion size operations will be reported and will be classified as either S/D or CLR
S as is most appropriate '
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[V~

‘CONTACT ACTION REPORT

W Gz o L FoneEmOn
Ry —&?—W—lm—m.—a— aren— 6
T AGTION * “FRD_UNIT/ S ENM UNIT/.
LOSSES - LOSSES:

 PROVINGE/ | DATE/ .-
COORDINATES TIME . SIZE TYPE -

A‘wERIAL CAPTURED B
WEAPONS :

OTHERA '

T

LR

0 + USE TYPE ACTION ABREVIATIONS "SHOWN ON BOX SCORE FORM , :
USE REMARKS SECTION FQR ADDIT[ONAL DESCRIPTION OF CAPTURED MATERIAL:’

REMARKS

il

FMFPAC REPRO -1506

DECLASSIFIED




: ‘ PLANSSUIMARY
ORCANIZATION: 3rd BN _ lst :

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED

#1 411 Company and Battallon size operatlons will be reported and will be classified as either S/D or CLR

as is most approprlate

REGT CHU LAI TAOR 18 #axroh 1966
pErIOD:_ 18 S600M Maven 7m0 39 PH6Huer TO 1064 ~ DATE
' FIRE TEAM SQUAD PLATOON COMPANY#1 |  BATTALION #1
TYPE  ACTION DAY/NIGHT DAY /NIGHT DAY/NICHT DAY/NIGHT - {  DAY/NIGHT
SCOUT . SNIPER (SS)
LISTENING FOST (IP) )
e —.——_l
AMBUSH ( AMB) :—r—i
. =Y . l
RECON PATROL (REC) T
SECURITY PATROL (SEC)
VR
SEARCH & DESTROY(S&D) | .._._..____! i
s X omg Y 2z AL BB cC DD
- . ,_____‘__LC_ AT PATROL) o
CLEARING (CLE) T S
: iL FP . GG I 39 K 1L
4
| i
: ] !
REMARKS s

‘ o e
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T T T Y R T

o

DAY PATROLS FOR 21 iARCH 1966

UNIT SIZE OB TOD
L SQD SPARRDM 211250
L S0 bivLe 210315
L SGD  ROBIN 21110
M S¢h HATK 210650
M SQD  LARK 211315

NIGHT PATROILS FOR 21 JARCH 1966

UNIT SIZE IAME TOD
L S@  HAWK 212110
L SQD  NIGHTIIGALE 212315
L SQD  ALICE 212110
L SQD  SAIDY 220110
L FF(R) AGIUS 212115
i SQP  DOVE 212015
1 SQD  CRW 212230
X S W.EN 220030
o SQD  AMN 212300
M SQd  DOT 212300
M SQD  MARY 2120k5
K S®  SEAGULL 212345
K SGD  EAGLE . 212345
K FT ROBERTA 212345
K FT CASS: 212345
K FT oy 212345
K FT MABLE 212345
H&S FP SEALION 211500

it

211635
21115
211705
21115
210748

To8

220150
220150
220800
220820
220450
212345
220300
220700
220630
220630
22025
220630
220630
220630
220630
2205630
220630
220500

10D/ POR

510150
510150

. 510150

14187103
487103

PODé?_ER

LI714)
51715L

T LWTT1LL

517154
517154
187103
487103
437103
487103
187103
487103
521089
52,089
524,039
524089
521039
521,089
52,069

LAYOVLR/ANIBUSH

SEC/CA
SEC/CA
SEC/CA
SEC
SEC

LAYOVER/ANMBUSH

SEC DROP ALICE
SEC
220015 « 220715
220210 = 220720
212215 = 220350
SEC
SEC

SEC
212400 = 220545
212400 = 220545
212145 - 22005
SEC

SEC
220045 « 220530
220045 - 220530
2200L5 = 220530
220048 = 220530
SEC
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TOL SIS “000%053T  CHUNITIA savit (B) samd
,_ HOUVY T2 H0d ST0MIVA IV

- UWILIWIA *I¥I OHO -
Q .m%@;mﬁh MOTTYIIVE QHINL

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

= : | m v" 5‘:}:}»47> ‘ .
iy ,’_,‘_;&_‘—“;;

HFADLUARTERS )
3rd Battalien, lst Marines
3rd Marioe Divisien {Rein) PMF
¥, San I‘mmeo. 96&’31 o
. ‘ isac/asw - -

MARRATIVE smm = SITREP O PERIG!) mzw

L wmcﬁs

1. At 190&;353, the Sea Lien Patrel fréa S Compasy, 3rd. &mnm,

iat Marines apprebendsd feur Vistuauess 33 curfew vislsters at vieinity

coardinates BT 1901108, ldemtificstion papers were in order. Individuals
were m«mfa& ts 'n;-w Ferces :ln m;mgn tf An %

B. :llimﬂ;mm _ , . )
1. At zmﬁafm, 311 httﬂim, 1at Narises Lexued Frag Ordsr 18-66

| directing Compery L %s conduct g platosn reinfercedw-te include a Pepu~ |

lar Perces elemevi--sesrck and desirey epsratien of *Pish Island" cen-

tared vicinity cssrdinates BT L76125 te cemnednes ab first 1ight 20

Maron 1566, It Iurther directs that the Med Cap Tesm sccoupany platesn

- and adninlster roqttim medical mhm 4o the bamlet wa‘hiuuta. oo

2. At 191% M !-mﬂi a rnpm frem Vistnasese

‘civilisns thad thres besés wers apparently ia diffisulty at vieimity .
geordinates BT 502153, Hellcopter su.pert wss Yequested threugh 3-3,
- 1s% Marines. AY 1917008, a Xarive helicepier reseusd one Tistuamese -

and svacusted Lo B-Hed, Beven sther Vietnamsas, identilied as beigg

frem ths island. of Ivan Vink Thash centered as grid square 57 L1315,

by the villsge chisf of Xy fies, wers washed ashere, They required

11;11'&“ medical assistanes, which was adminisbersd and izterrogsted )

by the S-2, 3rd Battalien, lat Karines cencersing Isan Vinh Thash ' e

- aid the ¥ lscsted theremm, teuwing whieh they wm rsleuu 18 the
_ mgcmefnfwm- B o
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OFL T [OFS S!TTIARY

SRS :
URAELATIONs Ird _BH 3gh ROT Gl LAL  TAOR
BRIOD: 39 2400 Mopon 10_on 20008 .
TYPE  ACTIOK s TEAY SQUAD . PLATOO G5 b i BATTAT.I05: 1
LAY/RIGT DAY/ Tuy DAY /5iTGIT DAY/EIGT DAY/ NIGiT
SUCGUT SLIPLR (SS) |
e 4 B
WSTLNIKS POST (LP)
¢ D
aMBISH (Ki3) | 7 X
E ¥ ¢ & I 3
CO¥ FAT WL (R:C)
' £ L M i 0 P
SECUTY PATAOL (Ss€) - [ e | Lo T4
Q R S L ey,
" SEAMCH & DESTROY {S&b) j‘_‘] | T 1 T ]
s X Y AL 3B cC__ D
# ARG (CLR) i B K COMBAT PATROL)m r-——ﬁ.—_*} anrmw-i
(= Eow | B | IX W | L

DECLASSIFIED

AEIARKS :

#1. A1l Company and Settalion

most appropriate,

# To include waterboras patrole

UNGLASSIFIED

eige operations will be reported cnd will Ye clapuified as elther S/D or CIE as s

.
LTI

4




L] _ : - PLASKS SUMHARY
o;;.c:'m; [ &1 ;r.un'-j Vg g O G LT TAOR .19 Mardalo66

DECLASSIFIED

, . TATE T
Prallus 20 214.001.;! . TO 23 _2l00d
TYPE  aCTION ST TEAM SQUAD PLATOON CumPALTHL ' JATT LIOWAL
i - DAY/ el DAY /3TaHT DAY/STunT DAY/NIHT DAY/ IG:AT
SCOUT H4IP.R (SS)
A B
'.(":
LESTEATHS [OST (LP)
¢ D
,\;-;13,'}5.-5. (613)
E ¥ G H L J
{LCOl: PATROL (RiC)
‘ K L 1 | 0 P
- ‘ !
S.CULITY PATROL (SEC) 1 £ 5 !
Q R 5 T y g M - I3 cC np
ShARG.1 & DESTRCY (SD) - j
S X 4 Y Z . A& BB . CC_ DL
%ﬁ o {o0 .Y PATVOL)
LL:: .‘ -JMR) B i g i L ] ‘ .
EE . JF , GG 1iH I Jd (K LL

DECLASSIFIED

i AARKS

UNGLASSIFIED |

4ls All Company and pzttalion aize opwax‘ions will be rosorted and w111 be classified as either S/D or CLE as is
most appropriate. :

_ ‘
| e
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LAY PATWMILS FOR 20 MARGS 1986

WET  SIZF EAAL TOL/TOR PiD/POR IATOTER/ANBUSY
L #25¢0 SPARGH .mlm 5-201310  L7T71LL

L EE 0D e 200730-201120 510150

L B 540 DRIk 28‘11 30201530 510150 |

Sqd  Cadw 200715-2014520  L87303 Sesvrity

&) Sqd  FIICH ZTWS-20L7LC LET1DS Seourity
WIGHT PATROLS #OR 20 MARCH 1966

UneT  SIZE AR TOL/TOR FOD/POR  LAYOVER/ANZUSH
Logqv Set AF LRk « 210015-210350  LfTakh  Soewriyy
P44 ;»q’rﬁ CRULG0— 202250210230 5:;015;a Security - Drop Agmus
L ALICR: 202045-210045  h77Lid 20211,5-2021100
L ﬁsw i DY Grne . 210215-2107T05 510150 210330-210630
L P AICAGIIS =  202250-2107h8 510150  21.01L0-2307i0
Mo chx BESBTRE  202L00-210315  h37103 Ssenrity

::* Sgd  LiRKie 202150-210915  L37303 Bcenrity

A Sqd  HNEEE 202150210935 L87103 Seeurlty

B ELS60 .t:m 202000-21068  LETAT3 2101.00-21 0600
¥ FTAD e 202)00-2106L5  LB7103 210400210600
B w1 X° \auss 2024,00=210605  B8T7103 210100210600
us T SEA LION 201300210500 524039 Security
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3rd _pdemwwom, 1st darices
Shu Iai, Vietnam

Day Patrols for 20 ilarch
nef: (a) HMapss Vietnam, 1:50,000, Series

L701, Sheebs 6757 11, 6757 111,
6757 IV

AR
m\ N
i ™y
TR
M )
M $
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3rd gattalion, 1lst Marines
Chu Lal, Vistnam

. ~7
#ight Patrols for 20 March , ?,?.,U !
kY
Hef: (a) Hapgst Vietnam, 150,000, R
Series L7011, Sheets 6757 Ii, ¥ & &
6757 IIL, 6757 IV ALiCE sauny ! C o
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. HEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalion, 1st Marines

uﬂw@mgsm‘g@z S ey

FPO, San Franciaca, 26601

'/;mma' B

20 March 1966 ‘

snm FOR PEBIOD 1921400}1 'EO 2022001‘1

mmnvr: sumam

:A‘. CQatact.s. ﬁasatiu aontacts during period.

'_ B. Miscallnnem "

-1s At 200330, Bé?o. 1st. llarines adﬁsed 3rd B&ttmon, 18t

Marines to be prepared to provide a commend greup and two rein-

" forced companies with FAC tesms for immediate depleuyment for
combat operations by 201030H, In addi%ion, 3rd Battalion, 1st

© Marines was directed te provide one reinforced plateon with

FAC team and artilleyy FO tean and PRC+2S te MAG+36 by 200800H
" to be employed as meourity force for downed helivophera andwther
contivgency miseions, This platoon is to come from one of the
two companies pluced on alerd, The SParrow Hawk msieu Sugde
pended during this alu“h : :

. 2¢ At 20%303. S+3s ut mrinea amaod 3rd. atmunan, -

st ¥arines to be prepared %¢ CHOP OFCON of alerted eompanies
%o OPCON of desigmated Battslions and to be prcpmd t0 -assume

,OPGOK of d:esisn:m emmniu on- or&er. _ o
- 3 At. 21073@&! twe phtoens fm Gempamr M will GHOP OPOOE
to 1lst Battalion, tmn Harinas for defense of mawzz ﬁxﬁ.old

as directed by $*3, 13% mr:l.nes at 201900!!.

1. Fomal ﬁainiu conducted dnriug the uﬂk or lh Mrch
to 20 !hrch 1966 mehded the followige

couasx . HOURS AIE.EIIDI&G‘ *

* Land Mine Waﬂmm W g
'_ Company Ay 18t Engine S B o S ,
Battalion 4
C 1 .
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T TII ¥ IO T Ty PR PR O R g Ar

+2, Blim mortar sections will commence condact of one hour -
of gun drill daily on Moudays 21 March, and one hour of clags- =
room lecture/demonstratien/application mortar training daily. =
on Tuesday, 22 March 1966, At least two hours per week of gun
arill will be conducted at mdghte = - - R
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ORI

Ghoalioss 37 7iaRY

SRuAnl ATIJNs 3rd Bl lst  RGT . Uil f TAGR 19 March 1966 ...
FoRIOD: 19 2004 Mar _$0__20 March 1966 LATE
TYPL RO IOK LU TEAY 5QUA PLATOU VIR S £ X ! &wmgmgi
LAY/ KT T DAY/i LG liF DAY /50T DAY HLRT DAY/l
SGUUT SLIPER (SS) g
A B
ST NI LG FOST (LP)
: c )
AEISE (Ra8) 7 L !
E ¥ i3 H I J
W CO8 AT 0k ()
o - : 1 L ¥ # ] P
SLCULITY 2aTiOL (SEC) 1 % L b
R R & T 0 v
SLafCd & DESTROY (8¢ ; ¥ -1
[afCel % DESTROY {Sal} :::j:E::::] g‘ 5 _ﬁ 5 ?
) 7 X Y Yg F A 3B_§ Cce DY
@ 1070 {(CLi CUMBAT PATROL), | i i ]
(= ) FE FF 3 GG II JJ KK T
:h:!im b4 UM@&A
# To include waterborne patrol, e B SSHFHE ’

fi. All Company and sabtalion edze operations will be re orted cnd will e claguified as cither /D or CIE as is

wmost approprigte.

DECLASSIFIED
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SOwRRa——

CRIALT.4TIONs 3rd 5K 1st RGP iU Lal ‘TAOR 19 Mar 1966
: "ATE
Prallus 20 2,004 Mar 19 21 200 Mar 1966
TYPe  aCTION SLils TEAM SQUAD PLATOON CurPALYAL JaTT LIOw
DAY/ wIudE DAY /8TudT DAY /§IGnT DY/ NTLHT DAY/ W IGAT
SCOUF SAIR.R (ss)
e 3

LISTELTWS POST (LP)

¢ D
A S (613} :

E r G M I J
HLCOL CATROL (RiC)

K L i Py 0 P
S.GULIPY PATROL (SEC) -] 2 5 -

Q R s 7 AN ] Y GC__Dp___
ShARC.{ & DESTRCY (S&d) |

s X Y 2 M 3 2C b
% (U .3AT PATIOL) _J
PLLARLG (SLR) ) 141 L } : -
FE IF GG IL Jd {1 LL

DECLASSIFIED

RiAARKSs

.«}‘.‘Loi All Compagy and setholion glze operat ions will be yonorted and will be clagssified as cither S5/D or CLH as is

- me3t aprropriate.
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o m .

DAY PATROLS FOR 23 MARCH 1966

UNIT SIZE NAME TOD TOR POD/FOR IAYOVER/AMBUSH
L FT SPARROW 230715 231150 51715k SEC/CA
L FT EAGLE 230710 231145 51715} SEC/CA
L FT ROBIN 231310 231545  51715h SEC/CA
M SQD  MARTIN 230640 231100  L87103 SEG
M SGQD  ORIOLE 231015 231550  L87103 SEC
I FT RAVEN 2306L5 231300 523099 230900 - 230930
524093 231100 - 231200
I FT FALCON 230645 231200 523091
523079
1 FT CRANE 231245 231800 523091 231600 - 231700

231400 - 231430

NIGHI PATROLS FOR 23 MARCH 1966

UNIT SIZE NAME TOD TOR FOD/POR LAYOVER/AMBUSH
L SQD CROW 232120 24,0145 517154 SEC
L FT ALICE 210015 21,07L0 L771hh 2L0115 - 2LOT710
L SQD SANDY 232050 2Lo7L5 517154 232120 = 2L0715
L FT AGNES 21,0145 24,0745 51715k 240215 - 24,0715
L SQD  WREN 232045 240115 L771Lh SEC
M SQD DOVE 232015 24,0015 487103 SEC
M SQD CARDIMAL 21,0045 24,0615 1187103 SEC
M SQD  MYNA 232015 21,0015 487103 SEC
M SQD DOT 232200 240330 487103 232230 - 240300
p SGD CAROL 2L0130 21,0730 487103 21,0200 -~ 240700
M SQD MAE 232200 2L,0345 487103 232230 - 240315
I SQD BUZZARD 231930 232300 522109
523098
I SQD BLACKBIRD 240100 2L0630 523091
I SQD DAGMAR 232330 2L0k30 222112 21,0030 - 240L00
2211
I SQD PENNY 232305 21,0630 524103 24,0045 - 240600
: 523098
I SGD TEMPIST 232,00 21,0500 523091 21,0100 - 240400
' 523093
I SQD PATTY 231930 232L00 523091 232100 2 232300
H&S FT SEALION 231900 24,0500 524,089 SEC
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X

HEADQUARTE S _ - |
Jrd Eattalien, 1sd NMarimes -
3rd Marine Divisien (Rein) POP .
m:. San Francises, 96602

1
Wl

@ 5 el - o

' 1. 1%&1%3-}.%&%%3&%&%1“%&
- preyars tve reinferced rifle coapaniss snd & command group fer temediske
deploynerk fer operatisns in urex 10 be desigmted; units te naliliZt frem
" HiGe=36 Airfield at 211330H. Ceupeny X and Cowpany X were alerted tegether
with Comand Grewp Lphas 3pd Flateon, Cospany I relieved twe plstesns of
Company ¥ en Com Iai sirfield security dwty, Gﬂ,aﬂ&ﬁfmmm
with the 5«3 departad st 211ML5H for briefimg su eperstions. A% 211300M,
Connand Group Alphn, Compeny X and Company ¥, were st ¥io-36 Afrfiedd
LelLAL% ts aren of spurations, Subsesuenbly, the 1ift commenasd. At !
mmcwzmuwm.mmmmwmw
Ml@tm\hﬂmm%ﬂmmmmhﬁgmtﬂm

DECLASSIFIED
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“ OF iaT[0ES STEIARY

JRGANLATIONS gy BN Am,  WOT_ G JAT TAOR 21 Bareh 1966
PLRIOD: gy 2L0OH peameh TO 23 2uC0% Mapeb 31966 LATE
TYPL  LCTIOR ST TEAY - SQUA D PLATOUH o 5F R BATTALION T
- CAY/RTGET DAY/ Tuip DAY /i LuiT DAY/ LT DAY/ Ll
SGUUT SLTPER (SS) '
A B
!sn--z\sma: POST (LP)
' ¢ D
WIEUSH (4.48) 2
£ F ¢ H I J
“ e CO8 FAT ©OL (#:C)
: — A M N 0 P
SECU.ITY @iTROL (SEC) o G 3 3
e QR R s T 0 v
SELRCd & DESTROY (53 _
3RaRCs & T (5aL) ] ] 1
: e ' Ad 2B ¢C D
:ARLLG (CLR) i 1 "~} ouitBaT PA"'ROL)? l T 1 ; i
é FE @ | GE 1T Jd KX 1L
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SR IARKS s

# Te tooluls wterierne mtrsls

#1. All Company and sattalion sisze operations will be re.orted cnd will e claguified as e¢ither 5/D or CLE as is

most appropriate,
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CRAL L AIToN: P 5y

ok o op

Gall Lal

TAOR

Poalte: 43

2n004  Varehipg 22

2004 _Mwroh 1966

Plhsd SUVHARY

‘

TVPE  ACTION STk TRAM SQUAD PLATOON SUTPALYAL SATT LIDN
DAY/ aTaill DAY /&TGHT DAY /8 TanT DAT/RICHT DAY /W IGAT
BCIUT H4IRLR (SS)
LSBT XIS POST (LP) g
C D g
ndlsi (A1) 5 |
E ¥ ) H [ d
iCOL ATROL (RiC) -
- K L N O P
] ! f
5:CuULITY PATEOL (SEC) 5 1 2 ! '
o ] s T ¥ A i3 cc_ bn_
SEARGA & JESTRCY (Sui) J
o - 5 X A Tz A 3 e Db
% - = (St AT PaTiOL) g J
CLLARLSG (SIR) i ] ] g 1 : FSUNSEN S——
I | GG ud W J7 € Ll

DECi.ASSIFIED

B SARKS ¢

ale All Company and setbalion gige operations will be seported and i1l be classified as either 5/D or CLi as is
most appropriate. i
v ey ’ .
P!
. ®
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OF1 AT I0IS S eiARY

All Company and fettalion eisze operations will be

#* To luclude wmbewberne security patinle

JEARLATIONs_ 3pd BH__2at RGT_ GilU LAT  TAOR 22 Vardh 1966
ERIODs 2y 2004 g  TO p& 24000 Hepe - DATE
TYPE  ACTIOK # LU TEAY SQUA 2 PLATOO Ciib NYHL BATTAT IO
LAT/RZGT DAY/ Tyt DAY /RIGIT DAT/5 5T DAT/NIii !
*SGCUP SLIPLR (SS) ] |
. e
o ISTEMIGG POST (LP)
' C D
KSEUSH (KiB) g
: E F ' ¢ H 1 4
WC0X FaT OL (#:C) '
: £ L M8 0 P
SECULTIY PATAOL (SEC): 2 {8 is] |5 12 %
e A Q- R . 8 T - v v
SEAHCH & DESTROY {S&D) ' | T 77 T
: s__ X Y _ C A 28 cC Dp
5‘ : FE  FF | GE W IT Jd KK LL

reporbed cod will be clapuified as eitner 5/D or CLF as 1is

AL AARMS ¢
#1.
mast gppropriate,
8y

e
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s PLAWS SUMEARY

CROAL T:4TTONs____ Jpll___ JpWb Ol GiU Lal  7A0R

. Peallue 22 21004 wepdl0) 23 2k004 __ Mareh 3966

mvesa

TYPE aCTION . L L% TEAM SQUAD PLATOON CuriPanvil BATT LIONY
' DAY w ol DAY /8TulT DAY /X6 DHY/-NI'UHT DAY/ GIGAT
SCOUP HAYP.R {SS)
A B
LISTEATAS POST (LP) .
' ¢ D B
;\;-:13,5}51-1‘. {(&13) }L - b &
E ¥ G 1K I J
#.CONL PATROL (RiC) : , :
: A K L “ | Q P
S:CULITY PATROL (SEC) é 2 i! .2 k1)
Q R . 8 T A 7 AR 03 cC DD
SEARC. & DESTRCY (SwD) . - .
S £ r 2 AL 3 cC___ Db
-~ , , - {0 .34T PATSOL)
NLRIG (SIR) : - - ] T 11 L 1 \
EE 4P GG iiH Iz JJ XK LI

Ri 4ARKS 3 , L
: * %o faclude watarborme sacurity petrol

ide ALl Company and pattalion size operations will be revorted and zill be clagaified as elther S/D or CLEK ag ic

mest appropriabes

‘ | .
L7
¥
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- . o

T L T T Y e B S A B N
ST VAT sy €5 sohalasl ..L/(J(a

UM SIZL  ued 0L 1R X0D/POR LAYOVER /A TBUSH

AT "t

BT SADPTYR 250730 P51130 521092 SEC

COpATEN . 251200 251.700 521092 SIG

AR 250730 251130 B0 250430 = 251000
251200 251800 522085

. - 523092 © 251330 » 251600
FT STARIOY 20910 201418 L7710 SKL:

FT LAGLY 270815 251215 517154 SEC/Ch

FF GOV 751250 252610 51715h ST

Sy GIUERIRD 2506MD 25134 L87103 SEC

son DEOBIIE 251350 i%mlﬁ 57103 SEC

- RIONT PATIOLS géu 25 T 1960 ™ S

Crwce=r

=t
3

TR e

st

BRER D Db bt &
=i

URIT  SIZF L v I8 £0D/P08 LAYOVER/IBISH

SGD A7 EARD 252000 260200 523097 SEC
SGD FALGu 252300 260600 rale ] SEC
8¢ BIAGERLID 260100 260600 - 521008 SEQ
soD PR 251930 2524100 522009 252100 « 252231
FT HAUE 282120 263,30 W77 sEe
SO SUALADH 260230 260730 CLTish SEC

13 ALEGE 260130 266700 LT 260200 « 260620
¥1 34:DE 260230 260110 L7rall, 260330 m 200610
1) AGIES €51315 FOUI50 a7 lidy 252120 « 540UL0
FT BLRT 251025 204100 L07103 LN w DEOSOO
T 0Ty 252025 RUTO0 . 4BTIN3 252125 = 260600
i VAR 252025 JRUTO0 T LT3 252178 » FA060u

#7 Jruia 252025 50700 Li7o3 B« 250600

“ T T 252025 .GOT00 Lar102 250155 w E0600
0 4 ¥ SUSAN 282628 £20700 481102 252195 - 260500

-
&

S SEALION 259900 2VIS00 58s089 SE0
NAG=36 INY EATI2IS NOR 25 MAMCH 1366

UNIT SIZE G oD wWB . POfiok LAYOVEDR/WBUSH
« LA Y ¢ 213

HAG=3S 5P U=l 26D 28 51611 s
WAG=36 SQD  ETLUeZ 258120 25900 Sidéth SEC
TAG=3S SGD ZUESD 251200 2545 SiéLk SiG
MaGe3b SQU ULk 2ELNR0  2BLOD 5LALL SEC

DECLASSIFIED



dEIAISSVYIONd

Hight Pastrols fopr 25 Jaren 296

Jrd oattalion, ls% arianes
Chu Lal; Vietnam

4
- . A - . B §§\&Fa}"f
Ref: {a) Hapss vj_r.muu 1350,000 Sexriea WA P
i), Sheokg 6757 IX, 6757 I, I e,
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'(mamtmm
Bettalion, 1ot Mar

iEbEA - - <

: Be nﬁwwthmma ) . P
1. xti%@@&,séalaﬁxﬂimu
maﬁ &tm m&m

2 x&l&%ﬁ%gsha.lmkauﬂumaumhntzmiammxun Harines (Rear)
tq;munwtthlqunmmnnkumnuIﬁdkn;imrSmmwhnad;;é:;qunww;ulii'
Mpﬁmurm,umaammm 3rd Fletbeen, Company

, : peratisns ot 2)06LSK. The sscthweetars
;mﬂﬂmuuti&u!&ﬂ!wusaunn&witcﬁho ink enmwnﬁmmﬂmstzum
&ﬁmﬂ&nuiﬁhnnﬁmm1nﬂihiaﬂnﬁﬁq:ﬂ&h;:ﬂmm. ﬂmanwm&uﬂiﬁi?

vunyurankmvnuewm&ﬂhjt$!ﬁﬂﬂi&ﬂ&ﬁ:umﬂﬁn:nu&ﬁi.

DECLASSIFIED



Q8. qaT [OFS S'HE1ARY

JRARTATION: 0% 5y MW mior iy Az Taon

DECLASSIFIED

poRIOD: @& 24004 Meked 10 @3 25000 Harch 1966 DATE
TYPL ACTIOK #TY TEAY SQUA 3 PLATPOU O FL YL BATTALION:T
LAY/ RIGRT DAY/ETulit DAY /HIGAT DAY/ ETaT DAY/ NIGui 1
SGUUT SETPER (SS)
 J —
SISTENiG FOST (LP)
: c D
MEISH (KiB) %
: E P ¢ H I J
W CON PAT L (i)
— 8 L M X ¢C P
SECUITY 24THOL (SEC) - 7 3 o ¥
s R R s T v v
BE&R0d % DESTROY {S&D) _ ] 3 IRER
s X Y A3 2R [ ji)9)
%Mf\ﬁ {CLR) i i X CUMBAT PATROL)| { ] ] 1
a G 30 KK LL

FE FF

I W

SEAARKS g
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DAY PATROLS FOR 29 MARCH 1966

UNI? SIZE MUE 0 I0R P0D/FOR LA ey
1 FT CRANE 290700 291200 523092 SR
I T TEAPEST 191200 291700 518098 DL L UL
I PT BOBWHITE 991230 291730 523092 S
525090
L FY SPARFOW 1191250 291610 LT7LkL S
L SQ0  EAGIE 390815 290145 517154 SE2
L F? ROBIXN 291240 291815 517154 it
K SGd DOV 291515 291840 187103
H . SQD GULL 290630 29115 1487103 Sl
MaG-356 SQD  ZilU=l - 290630 290500 516112 S
YAGe36 SQD  Wille2 290830 291200 c16112 S
Ormmsé SQ0  ZULU=3 291200 291500 516112 SEC
MAG=36 SQD  ZUID<L 291430 291800 516112 s
NXGHT PATICLS FOR 29 BAICH 1966
UNIT 8748 DAME TOD TOR FOD/POR =%
I 30D  PADLIME - 291930 300015 525050
; ' 523092
1 SOD  CARDINAL 291918 300700 523092 Spr oL
1 SO SAMNDPIPER  292UCO 300615 523092 sy
. £25090
I SQ0  REBECCA 300045 300700 523092
L S AWK 292020 300150 LTTikh
1L SCD  SWALLOW 292215 300350 51.715h
'-.. FT ALICE - 300150 300710 L7714
@_ L S  SAlDY 292333 300M8 17154
) L F? AGIES 292218 300710 S1.7154
M S0  LERON 292350 300L20 L7103
M s STOOLPIDGECHN 291920 300700 L37103
M FP PAT 291950 292L00 k87103
M FT JLNB 292350 300h50 487103
M FT BETTY 291940 292400 187103
M T SARAH 2923:0 300540 L8703
H&s T SEALION 291900 300500 525039
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Mign%

Patrols for 29 iarch 1966

3rd 3attalion, lst darines

Refs

gnu fai, Vietnau

{a) WHapas Victean, 1:50,000 Series
.1701; Sheects 67‘)7 1'[9 6757 J-TI,
67157 I

ICRROINRL

| REREA

SAMOMPER

, ) DhvLiE
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, Gens”
m &&‘hanm, ist wsm
. 3rd Xarine Divisien -(Rein), PMF
. FRO, San !rwm», 966@2

I/ARSAgu
27 March 1966

&ﬁ@? FoR MK’B %Zm 10 272299&

© A+ Qentests. aems.m

Be uiamxamm. A% 271900H, Zaé P.utun, Company K GHSP omn
frem 1st Battalion, Bth Marines te 3rd Badtalienm, 1ot Marines.

Cencurrenily, 2pd Flatosn, Cempany X CHOP DRCOM e 1lst Bettallen,
kﬂ&&wﬂu&f&rﬂnumﬂmdiwﬂm!aaﬁhzBﬁuﬂmfhdiﬁumﬁﬁy.;

1. ﬁmltniﬁm«%tdmmmm nf%l-ﬂ?ﬁmh :

- Ai%é included the feliedag:

WML T

WﬁMMZmM 1;, - o
Company A, ls% Engineey - B
Pattalien

2. 2nt sné 3u Zeotiens of. &m ertar Flatosa mma

- respeetfully five hears of us%metinn m 81mn uertay ma‘amu

mmmwmm.
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FoRIODs g 2LOGH g B0 ag 2000:  jene 1966 ... LATE
TYPL AT IOK SLU TEAY SQUA PLATOU O n ki S BATTATI0M 1
LAY/ RIT BAY/E L DAY /T4l D2 Y/ LT DAY/ NTGii
SGUBT SLJPLR (SS) | |
— 4 B
91‘1«43-;;‘14(: FOST (LP)
. c b , ,
EAEUSH (443) 3 g s | \
' E ¥ ¢ & I J «
08 FAT OL (i C)
: FEE M0 0 P o
SLGU.LTY 2ATROL (SEC) 14 gl &l | -
- QR B S : U v A ,,
0 &% DESTROY (S2 REE ., " ;
SEARC & DESTROY (s&L) » 1 R ] g
- s __X Y 44 3B ¢ ¢oc DD
CRRARTLG (CLE) ] I § COMBAT PATROL) Vo T | T
éf‘ 4 TE #F | G II - 44 | & iL

Qi BES e ) ]
4 P Lugliude

#L. ALl Compuny and Sattalion eise operstions will be rek»ortcd cnd will ae clasuified as eilther 57D or CLE as is
most appropriate.
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PLAGS SUIMEARY
TR
CROALT-ATION: 3y BN _ 34 R°GF GAU Lal TAOR

Pralli: o9 2400 _Mae TO_ o8  2L0Od mmm
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e e ) P
e P HARAI 6o or e

TiPL  aCTION S Ik TEAM » SQUAD . PLATOON CuMPALYAL ST LIONT
' DAY/ /wTeid? DAY /NTGHT DAY /S TGuT DAY /NTHT DAY /W EsdT
SCOUT HATP:R (ss)
A B
fJST_[ PR P\)UT L-L.P)
d D
_n;-';xsi;s;i {& 2 | -
o E ¥ ¢ H r J |
{.COL PATROL (RiC) .
] Lo E L N I 4
SLCULRITY PATROL (SEC) ws,____z,J B 7 [ ——— N
_ Q R s T N g AR 1B cc_nn___
SEARD.] & PESTROY (5uD) ]
. ' » s X _ Y 2 AL B3 cc__ Do
% (G .34T PATIOL) '
LARDNG (qm) T T 11 1 1
k. SF GG iiH Il JJ X LL
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TAY PATRULS §OR 30 BARCH 3966

UNIT  SIZE WK
I FT BAVER
1 FT PRINY
I FT LA
L FT SPARRU
L ¥7 EAGLE
L Sqd  ROBI
M Sqd  SHIFE
M Sqd  KILIDKER
EAG-36 Sqd  ZUIM-2
MaG-36 Sqd  WLU-3
MAG=36 Sgd TNk
Nag=36 Sqgd  ZULU-Y

TOD/TOR

300730-301215
301200301800

301230-301730

300945~302310
301420-301310
300840=301210

3007C0--301230
301.300-301730

300630-300900
300830-301200
301200-303500
2031430301800

NIGHT PATHOLS FUR 30 MARGH 3966

UHTT  SIZE - MK

I Sqd¢  DACMAR
I Sod  EAULILE
1 Sqd  HaTHILIA
1 S5¢&  SUZZARD
L Sqd  HAWK

L Sqd  SWALLOW
L PT ALIGH

L FE S&ITL

L Sqd AGES

M Sqd  WRKE

M Sqf UL

M FT AY O

# FT RAYKL

tl FT ALKO

i FT SEIED
H2S T SEA LION

05 /101
302000=310030

300530-302315
310015-310715
302330-310645

310245310510
302145310140

3022315-3101h5
31040310645
302215--310715

3072100310130
302300-3L0500
JLOL30-310700
302200-310400
332400310700
302000310100

ANTF00310500

POD/BIR IAYOVER/AMBUSH
5230089 Security
523092/ 301450301700
523089
529102 301430-301630
537154 Security
51718k Security
17184 Security/CA
487103 Security
487103 Security
516132 Security
516112 Security
516112 Security
516112 Security
FOL/POR LAYOVE R/AMDUSI
531082/ 302100302330
523092 '
523082 302030-202300
523089 310115-310645
523022 Security
Wrrikh Security
ci7sh Security/Drop
AGIES
LTk 302300-310110
51715h 310210310620
£1715L 302345-310550
157103 Sseurity
L37:03 Security
437103 310200310630
1487103 302300~310330
457103 3100L5~310830
467103 302100=312400
L2713 Security
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v mnmﬂnm(mn)m
' m,mmgm

' Lasmmwwmammmmw

;m,mummmmmnm. 5 wore srdeved te Malb.

MWMWMMMMMW'
mmammmwm One WS wis BLS Yy
«mmm Corpanan Svested wounded W3 and Surned bis over 4

*i

nammmﬁim#smmw:mmm'

| ntw:,mmmm Flre wes retcanod with swell srws snd

mutomatic waspons, wnwmmuummmmmf
te Tire ea frisndly pesitions with ssall sres snd poanihly sue entematis '

| Bix band grvoedes wers Lkrewn iwte Irismdly peeiSicos, Foxty-ene Shex Mertar

mmmmmnw. amwmmm !l-m
osatirned,

- ossualiies

3 n:mmmwmmlmmw !Mﬂt
gnrmarwumtm. Tire was yolurned with snall srws. Enesy
re estsed. kMM’&m. &mm&tm conlirands -

i ﬁ%mmn%ﬁ%:mﬁm
ﬁumﬂdnﬁmm. Fire wag retwensd with sall aews and

ares was searched. Ne frisndiy casaliies. Ne sueny casusliies eenfirmed.

: uz&mmwmmms&m,mmtunm,
nmmwm&tﬁam Iuide wvers Lenr V08, They ware srdaved
oat dab refused te cenply, Owe Band greumde way Lhrewe izte cave uwnder
fNesrings Oave was senrphod. Thres nales sl sne fosale, Yelivred te

Ahnwm.mim& Thrse W wore Wik, Ous W KIk, ﬂmm

6 nze. mwmmuw,ﬁmx

" bewked S WO feunk iz well Riddec tumel sesplex. Tuonel was Hiewm

¥y sogpissery cpon completisn of meareh, WS wwbmrwent inttial tactienl
Wﬂtﬁﬂlhﬂmﬂiuwmmm

Te LtMMMﬁvm:tuh:Im cmxmum
+
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#ith oegetive pesuliine Mo frisndly cssvaition. M saeny casusiiles

esulirned,
‘3. Misosllanesus o
1. mzéam&ﬁ,ﬁmhmsmmmtm spsations
#u the 1slsnd of Ree JZuans Threughout the day, aggressive amd Shoxangh -

mmmwﬁ&mmn«xﬁeﬁnﬁ‘ Enecy conbacts amd re-
- salts are am cited in peragraph A. abeve. AL 20063CH, Cemps iu&ah-
- Tiahed Comaand Deat for the nighb st ﬁsiﬂw esordinates BT

Frout 1ines wers estadlisked fyem BT L3L160 to LIALG0 to KIBLEL de

§35159. Cempany K istemds te conduet sxtensive asd couprelensive putrol
sctionsy withia Uwir assigned TAOR, ,

- C 2 L&:&Wﬁéﬁgmtmmmammtnamt
: mm;&m&mrawﬁmm:ﬁm One men svarnated,
ses not evasaied, - , .

."‘a'
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PAY PATROLS FOR 31 MARGH 3060

g 1T

P of i

L
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M
¥
¥h0=26
fmﬁmsﬁ
HAG=36

SIZ4
abnmas mprt
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SQD
SGB
20
sQp
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o s
REBECGH
TR TS Y
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T VAT TR
SUSEELLE

JAY
FAGLE
GUALL
HERGH
ZUTi3
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ZUTHL
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210800
310715
311200

311315 -

311410
31074
310700
311200
310630
310830
11200
311h30

NIGHE PATRULS FOR 33 MARCH 1044

ULLT  SIZE NAME
T 30D CARDINAY
1 SQD PATTY
I 30D IR THIIDA,
I fSui CRANE
L boui SPARROW
% ety ROBIH
L T RUTH
L AT wOSE
3 FN HAZ.ER.
M SQB JARX
M 3D NOVE
M ¥ DOT
M P CAROXL
M 'y WANDE
M [ YRGALE
ES  FT SEALION

0ID0LE
311730
010100
212400
312300
312200
31210
311000

DECLASSIFIED

TOR

BivkE S
311215

Rl Wid
31A7a5

311hhs
311650
Jiihs
300
31
FI0000
311200
F11500
311800

TR

T Y]

010115

312500
010700
010543
002k
010515

0 [ovie s
WA

10710
Q10710
SLRa3C
10800
G070
sy Tatlte's)
015500
010330
Q10500

DOn /208
20D /70

520102
523089

Eoool

£2308¢0
L771hk
517154
517154
187103
187103
515112
9161i2
514112
516112

)
&
)
b

mm{uw ;
8 A
0o
oy D

a8

B By A AL

S1Tl54
48713
487103
487103
ubT103
LE7103
187103
524059

3108L5 = 3113100
31080 - 311130
Sm

SEQ
8EC
BEG/CA
SEC
SES
SEC
SEC
SEG

3Lk - 302315
CI0LLS - 010670
SEQ
SEG
SEC
010215 = 010420
Q10210 =~ 010550
010253 » QIC00
SEC
SES
010100 » 030618
312400 - 030320
212300 - 010315
312290 = 010230
SEC
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P , PHIRD DATTALION, FIRST HMARINES
CLU IAI, VIETNAY
’v,
NIGET" PATROLS FOR 31 MAHCH
Aucke
) ' REF: (a) MAP: VIETHAM, 1:50,000, SERIES L701,
SHEET 6757 1I, 6757 III, 6757 IV
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THIRD BATTALION, FIRST MATMES
CHU LAT, VIETNAM

DAY PATROLS FOR 31 MARCH

REF: (a) MAP: VIETMAM, 1:50,000,, SERIES L701,
SHELT 6757 II, 6757 III, 6757 TV
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,'sm» Niiw FOST (LF)
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st

CON AT ©1, (10:3)

SECULITY rAaTROL (SEC)
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B

%ARIE\G {cLw)

L iaRES s _
* 79 Al

S . X Y -
] I K COMBAT PATROL)M ;
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Fi. AlQ Gomp;;srqr and pattalion size operahions will be re¢.orbed cnd will Se classified as e¢liher /D or CIE as is
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5 Ml 1966
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» Lils TEAM
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SCOUY SJIECR {S8)
A B
TLST X145 POST {LP)
C D
widia (614) | 3 a & |
B ¥ G H 1 J
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K L i A 0 P ;
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From: Comma

To: ‘
"Subj: Combat. Operations Aftcr Actlon Report..

Ref: (a)- 3rd Marine Div:.s:.on Order 3100 lB

1.
2,
3.
L.

‘ 3rd Battallon, 1st Marines

5

Code Name. Operation UTAH (Se

Date of Operatlon. OhlSOOH # 071830H‘ Mazch “"966.

Location; jQue'ang-"'Ngaj_.ﬂi_l?rd i

Command H éadq"fé Ft;e'ré

Company K 3rd Bat.tallon, 1st Marlnes

Company L, 3rd"" Attal

Gomparxy M 3rd Battallon, 1st Namnes

Task OrgAnlzat»ion. (Upon Commencement oi‘ Ope

- _Brd Bn, lst Mar ( )

: Co I (Re:l.n)
Co I s R

" Dety h&SCo S SO P

- 1st Sec, 81mm Mortar Plt

: . Det) Med’ Pt g B
FO Tm, Btry G vlst Bn, llth Mar*»-

Co K
Det H&S Co, -
~2nd Séc;’ 81mm Mortar Plt
-’;-;_ Det, Med Pit. .
FO ‘Tmj Bt.ry C, lst Bn, llth Mar o

DECLASSIFIED

_-,Capt T, 5. I.LECKY

‘Company I 3rd Battallon: 1st Marlnps L
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) | . N e
Co L (Rein) T lstLt GREGORY
Co L . ‘4£,~d-;
Det, H&S Co
3rd Sec, 8lmm Mortar Plt
Det, Med F1t

“1st Sqd, 3rd Plt, Co A, lst Engr BnL o
FO Tm, Btzy C, lst Bn, Tlth Mar< DT

Co M (Rein)
-Co M S
Det, H&S Co o S
"~ FiC Tm’ .
lith sec, Slmm Mortar Plt
Det, Med Flt )
" 2nd Sqd, 3rd Plt, Co A, lst Engr Bn
FO Tm, Btry C, 1st Bn, llth Mar

0 Cept LATITIC

6. Supporting Fovoes. -Forces utllized ia’ support of 3rd Battalion,
© 1st Marines ‘during Operatlon UTAH included the following-

" ad MAG-36 provided twenty-elght helwcopters £6r 1ift of Command
Group Alpha :and two reinforced riflc.companies .and.one: company (minus)
from loading zone vicinity coordinates 27556052 to ‘landing zoue
vicinity coordinates BS55L875. The commitment whlch was dnitiated by
Task Force Delta, was an immediate request and was not preplanned,

. At OM1310H, after receipt of varbal frag order from Task Force Delta,
liaison was effected with MAG-36, ard L-Hour, which Task Force Delta
had directed to be as soon as possible, was established as OL1500H
due to the fact that sufficient helicopters would not be available
prior to that time., The helilift was executed successfully and without
incident, and the number of helicopters avallable d1d prov1de for a '
rapid bulld-up in the landing Zones: , ‘ .

. be The only other major helicopter support provided was for
retractlon from the -area.-of operatlons to Chu Lai which was conducted
in two echelons. The first commencing at O71300H when Company I and
Company K were retracted, and the 'second. commencing at 071800H when
Command Group Alpha and Company M were retracted. Again, the number
of helicopbcrs was sufficient; they arrived on schedule, and ‘the 1lift
was successfully executed. . R

c. In addition to the hellcopters required’ for ‘the major lifts,
extensive use was made of helicopters for medical evacuation and re-
supply during Operation UTAH.  Almost without.exception, the support
provided was more than satisfactory, .The gole problem developing

- from isolated ingstances where in resupply helicopters, either as a -
result of being misdnformed as ‘to requesting unit or’ misinformed as
to. correct coordinates of requesting unit;, insisted on orbiting the
Battalion Command Post at night which, as a hatural consequence,
tended to compromise the.Battalion Command Post, -Specific noteworthy
items’ concerning hellcopter suppert included-*“ B .

-.1“. L
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(l) Rapid evacuation of medlcal emergencies both. day and night,
(2) ‘less dependence on landing lights at night,

(3) Use of loadmasters to assist battalion HST persounnel in
organizing loading zone.

de In additiop to helicopter support, close air and artillery
were utilized to prepare the Battalion objective vicinity coordinates
BS555837 on the morning of 6 Februarye This included an intense two
and one-half hour combined air and attillery preparation, Marking
rounds were fired by the artillery to mark the target area for the air
strike, As the air strike lifted, artillery fire was directed into
the target area, with more than eighty rounds being fired on the ob=-
jective with good accuracy. Close air ran a total of six sorties and
delivered fifteen 250~pound bombs, seventy-six 2.75-inch rockets, and
fifteen napalm borbs. The air strike which was preplanued was bequested
over the tacticel nir raquest net; the reaction time was satisfactory;
howevery the attack was characterized by a L0% failure in napalm to
ignite, and the attack could only be rated as 50% effective. In regards
to this massive preparation of the objoctive, it should be noted that
fortification and entrenchments in th & nbrective area were not destroyed
and, in fact, were not appreciably affects.l

Te Intelligence

a., Enemy Forces Anticipated in Objective Area. Initial intelligene
received via land-line communications from lst Marines indicated that
a helicopter and a fixed wing airplane were down vicinity coordinates
BS538818 and that the area was under intense hostile fire. This ine-
telligence was received at 1010 on b March. At 1020, a second communi-
cation from lst Marines indicated that an estimated VC battalion was
believed to be located in grid square 5.82, This was the intelligence
picture when the 3rd Battalion, lst Marines commenced 1ift1ng out from
Chu La1 to the obJectlve areds .

, o . S RN ARSNENER
b, Enemy Forces Actually Encountered ““C‘k‘» PR o JE

: (1) General. Command Group Alpha, Company L, Company M, and -
Company I (=~)"Isnded in landing zone vicinity coordinates BSS5LB73.
Companies L and M immediately moved into assigned blocking positions
and held those positions throughbut the night. No enemy contact was
reported during this pecriod. Commencing at first light on 5 March,
Companies L and M started a southward advance making contact with enemy
units vieinity coordinates BS555838 and 552838. This contact was maine
tained throughout the day and 1nto the night when the VC forces broke
contact.

(2) Strength., Based on cxamination of uniforms, captured
documents, weapons, and interrogation of unit commanders, NCOs, wounded
Marines, and civilians living in the area, it ig estimated that the
enemy forces consisted of one battalion, comprising both PAVN and Main
Force VC troops. Weapons included heavy and light machineguns, 82mm

o e 3 SRR
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and 60mm mortars, 57mm recoﬂless rifles, submachineguns 3 rlﬂes s
. -plstcls and grenades.

(3) Dls osition, Enemy forces were deployed 1n depth around

. two hills located at BS 52836 and 556838

(L) Personnel and Equn.pment Losses .
U (a) Personnel

VC KIA (Coni‘lmed) - 101

| VC KIA (Possible) . B 10.9-
Cwe o
| vcdwm S R -
Vo VI (Possible) < o

(b) Weapous and M=jor Ihoms of Equipment -

CHICOM Light Machincgun 3
CHICOM Heavy Machinagun l
5 7mm iiecoillgsa Rifle 1
82'nn.ﬂ Mort&r- (tﬁbe) 1
N v60mm Mortar (baseplate) ™ 1l
| <¢ ) .CHICOM Submaghinegun (assault carb:me) 12
CHICOM Rifle - S| L
. CHICOM Pistol I 2
»-:CHICOM Grcnades- . 5 53

,Power Um.t, (Poss1ble detonat:.ng device) 1
Typewritér = IR 1‘ -
A'c. Terrain B o
(1) <Cover and Concealment. Outstand:.ng from. ‘enemy point of

view and fair from Iriendly troops point of view, 4n extensive cave,
bunker and trench-metwork plus bamboo fences, sugar cane, trees and =

rolling terrain afforded best possible cover and concealment.

» L ; AudBgaoNn],
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(2) Obstacles. No substantlal man-made obstacles were en=
countered although the hill located vicinity coordinates BS552838 was
extensively mined with warious antz-fcrsonnel deviGes. No punai
stakes were found. N

(3) Critical Terrain Features. The 1arge hlll located at
35552838 and the small hill at BS559038 domlnated the battlefield.

. . (L) Ubserv«tlon and Fleldscf Flre. Outstanding observation
was afforded The enemy from the Lills nobed in subparagraph 3.c, above.
Fields of fire were laid enfilading approaches to the VC positions
along bBamboo fences and hedge rows. Friendly observatlon was masked .
by these same fences and tree cover in the area, Friendly long-range
observation from hills v1c1n1ty coordinates BSS608hB and 5668&9 wag
good. ‘ ‘

(5) Avenues of Approach. Because of the d13p051t10n of pr‘:.em:tly
units, the avenues of approach into the objective on 5 March were limited
to the trails and open area to the North. By moving on foot and carry-
ing minimum equipment, the terrain presented no obstacles and. movement was
rapid and relatlvely easy. - :

ds Other, Vlllagers 1nterrogetod on 6 and 7 March 1nd1ceted that
approximately 100 W eatered the ~rza one month ago and started entren-
ching the area. This detachment Ler: asiter about ten days but. the VC
returned on 27 ‘February in force ard resumed defensive preparat1ons.-
A detailed search of the battl-ficl: on 6 and ‘7 March revealed five
individual graves, It is believed that mass burial of VG bodies was
accomplished in two deep tunnels which had been: filled-ine. - Bodies
1ittering battlefleld on 5 March were mlssing on 6 March, S

8, Mission -

ae The 1n1tlal nission ass1bned to 3rd Battallon, 1st Mariies
was established in a frag order received from Task Force Delte by
land-line communlcatlons. Speclflcally, 1t a551gned the follow1ng
m1531on '

(1) Commence hellllft of two companles and command group
as soon as p0331ble. ‘ '

(2). After landing in zone, v101n1ty coordinates BC 55&875, |
establish blocklng positions morth of east-west, grid line 85. :

{3) Goord;nate(wlth ﬂAG‘36'fDr’hellllft and;to establlsb ’
L-Hour. ST : B ' :

b, Subsequent to rccelpt of the aforementioned frag order,
Commanding General, Task Force Delta arrived 3rd Battalion, lst .
Marines GCommand Post briefed the Commandlng Officer, 3rd Battalion,'
1st Marines on tlie disposition of friendly ‘forces and authorlzed
the commltnent of an aodltlonal r1fle company. «

L Y . ) . . ) :n ‘Lﬁ
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‘¢ Changes to the initial mission were established by means
of dally frag orders 1ssued by Task Force Delta. . ‘

9. Concept of Operatlon. The initial concept of operations pro- ’
vided for landing Company M (Rein) to secure'the -landing 2one follow=-
‘ed in trace by Company .L (Redn) and Company I (- )(Battallon Reserve).
After landing, Company L advance by best possible route and occupy
blocking positions vicinity coordinates BS 5L5856.. Company 1 (=),
after landing, assume:responsibility for landing zone security. .
Company M, after being relieved of landing zone security, advance
by best possible route and occupy blocking positions vicinity BS
- 567861, The concept further provided for extensive ambushing. and
patrolling along likely routeés of egress from south of east-west
grid line 85 t0 the north and northeaste

lo;f‘Execution
a, Oh February

(1) at 0b1015H, Commandlng Offlcer, 1st Marines dlrected
3rd Battalion, lst Marinss to place two rifle companies (rein) -and
a command group on immediate alert for h21ilift to area "of opera.
tions to be designated. Simulitsnem sommand Group Alpha, Com= .
pany L, Company M, two sections of « 4urtars and two attached .
engineer squads were alerted 2o e '

(2) At 1h1030H, Commandlng Cfficer, 1lst Marines dlre:ted
3rd Battalion, lst Marines to establish helicopter landing zone.
for alerted forces. Inadlng zone was established vicinity coor<
dinates BT 556052,

‘ (3) Abt OL11OOH, Commanding Officer, lst Marines directed
the 3rd Battalion, lst Marines to glert remaining two comganles,
cne of which was to niove by. truck at 0h1200H and operate as se=
curity for a convoy and security for Task Force Delta Command Post,
Company K and Company I were alerted, and Company K was directed
to provide convoy security and Task Force Delta Commaud Post se-
curity. The requirement for convoy security was later increased
to include a platoon (rein) from Company I.

(L) At OL12hsH, company X (Rein) with platoon from Company
I departed Chu Lai by truck ‘as convoy securlty and was CHOPPED
OFCON to Task Force Delta.. .

(5) At OL1310H, 3rd Battalion, lst Marines received Task
Force Delta Frag Order (see paragraph 9 above). and immediately
initiated requlred liaison with MAG=36, : ,

‘ (6) At OhlBSOH, Commanding Generai,'Tésk Fbrce Deita
arrived 3rd Battalion, lst Marines Command Post and.authorized
Commanding Officer, 3rd Battalion, lst Marines to increase heli~

4
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lifted. forces to include femaining company (-).  Company I (~) was
direbted to«commence~movement to helicopter 1oading zone.

(7) At OhlSOOH, 3rd Battallon, 1st Marines ( ) commenced
helilift into desighated landing mne vicinity BC 554875 with Com=-
pany M belng the initial element lifted into landing zone followed
in turn by Command Group Alpha, Company L-(Rein), and Company I
(-}« Negative enemy contact durlng hellcopter landing.

(8) After landing in zone, and at OhléhSH, 3rd Battalion,
lst Marines (~), established Command Post vicinity coordinates
BS 555873; Company 1 commenced movement to establish blocking
positions vicinity coordinates BS 536855, BS 56856, and ‘BS 550858
Company M commenced movement to establish blocking p051tlons vi- -
cinity coordinates BS 568861, BS 563853, and BS 577861; Company I
(~) deployed in perimeter vicinity Battalion Command Post at
coordinates BS 555873.

(9) At ol 815H, completed helilift into landing zone'except
for platoon (=) from Compaqy I whlcn was delivered into landlng zone
at first light on 05 February.

(10) At 0h183OH, vicinity coordinates BS 569863, Compaqy M
challenged two VC on trail, engaged with five rounds small arms,
One VC was observed to fall after engaged, but was not captured.
Result of engagement, one VG WIA.

(ll) At OhlBSOH, Company M establlshed deslgnated blocklng
positicns, - ‘

{12) At O0L1900H, wvicinity coordinates BS SbSBS?, Company
L located one mine made from 3 5-1nch rocket round. Mine destroyed.
No frlendly casualtles. . '

(13) At 0h1912H, Company L establlshed d651gnated ‘blocking
p051t10ns.

(L) At OL210CH, Company-Miobserved weapon suspected of
being <50 caliber machinegun firing from vicinity coordinates BS
569845 at helicopter, - Fired 8lmm mortar mission on suspected
machinegun locatlon, rounds Wwere on tartet, machinegun flre ceaged,

(15) At OL2330H, - recelved Task. Force Delta Frag Order 170— ‘
66 which directed 3rd Battalion, 1lst Marines to conduct search and
destroy operations to south and southeast, Issued 3rd Battallon,
lst Marlnes Frag Order 16-66,.

(16) During night and early mornlng of Oh - 05 February;
negative enemy contact,

e, L )
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(1) it OSOShSH, lst. ARVN AJ.rborne Battallon requested 3rd
Battalion, lst Marines (-) to fire 8lmm mortar mission vicinity
coordinates BS 5518L2. Request approved by Task Force Delta, four
rounds, 81mm mortar fired. Resultg unconfirmed. '

(2) At 050650H v101n1ty coordinates BS 568862, Company'M"
exploded one antl-personnel mine; unknown type. One friendly WIA
sustalned. : A . ' :

(3) At 050730H, remainder of Company I landed in landing
zone, One friendly non-evac WIA sustained as result of small armg -
directed at hellcopters from v1c1n1ty grid aquare BS 5588 ‘

(L) Task Force Delta issued verbal frag order to reorient
direction of search and destroy operations in order to: relleve SR
pressure on lst ARVN Airborne Battalion, 3rd Battalion, lst Marines
immediately issued required verbal frag order and commenced move-
ment to south and to area where lst ARVN Airborne Battalion was en=
gaged, The Battalion was deployed with Company L.on right -and - '
Company M on left. Compaqy I (Battallon Reserve) in trace. C

(5) At 051030H, Company M spotted what appeared to be .
seven camouflaged VC vicinity coordinates BS 555837, . Company M
deployed resérve platoon and engaged. - Remainder Company M and -
Compary L continued to advance toward 1st ARVN Airborne Battalion
position in effort to relieve pressure and to effect link-up. -
Shortly thereafter, the reserve platoon, Company M was heavily
engaged and Company M wag directed to deploy and reinforce. .
Company L continued advance to effect linkeup with ARVN Forces -
vicinity coordinates BS 553836 and received light 0pp051t10n on
right flank,

(6) At 051100H, both Company M and Company L vere heav1ly

engaged in respective areas. ’M:
" Company L engaged what was considered to be approx1- B

mately one platcon on objective (this estimate was later revised -
upward and is now considered to be closer to a company). VO were
in well-prepared positions, spider traps, and had heaV11y mined
and hooby-trapped entire area, Company I remained in heavy, close
contact including heavy automatic weapons fire and grenades for
approximately three hours-and, in conjunction with 1st ARVN Adre -
borne Battalion, cleared cbgective of-all W resistance by delie "
berate, systematic search and -destroy of objective area which
required engaging and *rooting" individual VC from prepared posi—
tions. Results of operations, thirty-three VC KIA (confirmed), -
fifty-five VC KI4 (possible), six WIA (possible), .and a mumber of
CHICOM automatic weapons and other items of equipment (see para=
graph 7 - Intelligence). Friendly casualties sustained were ten

- 8 . . SSNRERRT),
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_KIA aﬁa twenty NIA. Company L, after clearing objective, congoli-
dated positions, linked-up with and turned over objective to lst

ARVN Battalion. Following this, Company L displaced to v1cin1ty

3rd Battalion, lst Marines Command Post.

Conipany M, after deploying to reinforce reserve pla-
toon. and after initial contact, was heavily engaged for approxi-
mately three hours on objective centered coordinates BS 855857,
Initial estimate of enemy strength was considered to be a VC come
pany - this sstimate was later revised upward and it is now esti=-
mated that VG on objective was closer to battalion (-) size and
contained a battalion or regimental headquarters, VC were en-
trenched in depth in well-prepared positions with excellent fields
of firg and employed 60mm mortars, .50 caliber machineguns, 57mm
recoilless rifles, a large number of automatic weapons, and gre-
nades. Company M, after engaging VC, aggressively assaulted and
penetrated VC positions, and at 1330H, -Company I was passed through
Company M in effort to increase pressure on V. Results of Company
M contact weré fifty-nine VC KIA, fifty VC KIA (possible), and a
large number of capturcd weapons and other major items of equipment
(see paragraph 7 - Intelligence). Friendly casualties sustained
were fifteen KIA and forty-six WIA. ) : :

(7) At 051330H, Company I, after passing through Company
M, continued the assault on objective centered vicinity coordi-
-nates BS 855857 and remained in heavy contact for approximately
three hours., Results of Company I contact were nins VC KIA, four
VC KIA (possible), four WIA (possible), Frlendly casualties sus=-
tained were seventeen KIA, thlrty-four WIA, A .

“(8) At approxlmately 051630H, 3rd Battallon, 1st Mqunes
(-) was directed by Task Force Delta to maintain Company I in
present positions while 5th LRVN Airborne Battalion made contact
with and passed through or immediately to south of Company I, at
which time, Company I would retract to the north for new mission,
At about this time, contact decreased to sporadic small arms flre
and Company I malntalned pogition as directed.

(9) At approx1mately 051900H, the Sth ARVN Airborne Bat~
talion allvisor informed the 3rd Battalion, lst Marines that physical
contact with Company I would not be established. In response to
this, the Commanding Officer, 3rd Battalion, lst Marines requested
permisgion to retain Company I in present positions rather than re-
tracting to the north in effort %o maintain contact with VC; and
further requested that all friendly units be withdrawn to safe
distance while massive air and artillery preparation of objective
was conducted which, in turn, would be followed by contimued
assault of objective by Company I and Company L followed in trace
by Company M. While awaiting approval, Company I maintained oc-
cupied positions. ' There was no enemy contact during period.
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(10) At 051700H, Provisional Rifle Platoon, previously
reqnested by 3rd Battalion, 1lst Marines was delivered to:coor=-:
dinates BS 554875, Platoon was not able to join 3rd Battalionm,
1st Marines because of distance- separating it from the Battalion
and was directed to remain in present positions until first

light at which time scouts would be dispatched to guide the pla-
toon to 3rd Battallon, lst Marlnes Command Post. :

c. 06 February

(1) At first light on 06 February, four scouts were dis-
patched to guide previously mentioned Provisional Platoon to 3rd -
Battalion, lst Marines Command Post, While ‘emroute, scouts en-
gaged four VC vicinity coordinates BS 558856. Results of engage=
ment were two VC WIA and one VG WIA (possible). - - '

(2) At 060800H, Task Force Delta approved Commanding . ‘ .
Officer, 3rd Battalion, lat Marines request and at 061030H, 3rd = .

Battalion, lst Marines commenced massive air and artillery pre-
paration fires (see paragraph 6 - Supporting Forces). At 12LSH,
preparation-fires were ceased and assault of* objective was com=~
menced, There was no enemy contact during assault.’ Results of
operations included capturing a number of weapons, documents, and
other items of equipment (see paragraph 7 - Intelligence); re~ ‘
covery of a number of friendly KIAs who could not be recovered on
previous day; and at vicinity coordinates BS 555838 discovery of

a vast, interconnecting,- well-developed cave complex that required’
S000 pounds.of C=4 to destroy; 300-meters of entrenchments and
wire fortifications vicinity coordinates BS 555839 to BS 55L83L;
two overheaded bunkers suitable as command post bunkers for large
headquarters,

(3). The search of the cave complex contlnued through o '._ .
06 March.‘i : o ~ :

(h) At 061h30H, Gommandlng General, Task Force Delta
arrived vicinity cave complex and -after inspecting the complex,
directed Commanding Officer, 3rd Battalion, lst Marines to remain
in obJectlve area as long as required to conduct thorough search ot
of complex follow1ng wnlch the complex would be destroyed. - . ,/ﬂf'lffrjyi

(5) At. oenaon, Company K, 3rd Battalion, lst- Marines, L
CHOPFED OFCON from lst Battdlion, 7th Marines to 3rd Battalionm,

1st Merines and 301ned 3rd Battalxon, lst Marines' vzclnlty Com=
mand Post.

(6) During the nlght of 06 February and the f0110w1ng '
day, enemy contact. was negatlve.

10 wndiNIDENRI AL
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, (l) At 070830H, -Company M commenced destructlon of cave
complex utillzlng SOOO pounds of C-h in accompllshlng the task.

(2) At O?lOOOH, Company L, ds: dlrected by Commandlng
General, Task Force Delta, was CHOPPED OPCON to lst Battallon,
. 7th Marlnes.‘ . 3t e e

(3) At O?llBOH, Commandlng General, Task Force Delta
directed retraction of 3rd Battallon, Ist Marines (=) ‘from area
of operation to Chu Lai after destructlon of cave complex* o

(L) At 071300H, Company I and Company K were retracted
from area of" operatlons by hellcopter. *jf.' S

Ly

._ | (5) At 071800H, after complet:.on of destruct,lon of cave f
complex, Command Group Alpha and’ Compaqy M were retracted from
area of operatlons by hellcopter. \ . .

(6) At 071830H Comriand Group Alpha and Company‘M arrlvedi
at Chu Iaj and assumed prev1ous mlss;on. R : SN

11. Results. Total frlcndly 1osses number forty-one KIA and 102
WIA. “VC casualties and equipment captured are delineated in detall
in paragraph 7.(Intelligence), All areas where air strikes were
conducted were searched by ground forces; however, enemy losges
killed by air COuld not be detennlned duc to removal of bodles by
the enemy. ;

12, Adm1n19trat1ve Matters -

a, Supply Requlrements and Resupply.' Supply requlrements ‘Were
. submitted directly to the Shore Party Battalion detachment supportlng
the operation. These requests were filled -at the Force Loglstics o
Support Unit at Chu Lai and flown directly to the Battalion by heli- .
copter, This method included all types of- supplies. At the opera-
tion site, Battalion personnel received the requested ‘supplies and
distributed. these: to the companies concerned., The supply- support
given this Battalion was, in most: 'casesg, satlsfactory except in. one*-'
instance when an emergency ammunition resupply was" dslayed. for an- =
inordinately extended period, Special items ‘such as the G-l res’
quired to destroy the cave complex were expeditlously delivered.;;,_

b, Equlpment and Ammunltlon L‘LQ ;;;{i‘?‘ _x(f_
(1) In the operatlon, selected 1tems of - equlpment organlc
to an infantry battalion were not used because of the mission given’
this Battalion. - Included in these items were 106mm. rec01lless;y. s
rifles, motor transport equlpment and. flame throwers.‘ Equipment

"‘(’;“'f'}*«a’ha‘;,‘_g&-,&;. . - R co T .
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used included: O6lmm mortars, LOmm M-79 grenade launchers, 7.62mm
M-60 machineguns, 3.,5~inch rocket launchers and individual amms
and equipment,. :

(2) Ammunition initially carried consisted of the Basic
Allowance per individual. Hesupply of expended ammunition was
provided as requested except as noted above. Equipment carried
was considered as adequate; however, for future operations of
this type, flame throwers will be carried and employed or placed
in an "on-call" pre-p031t10ned status,

¢. Maintenance and Salvage

(1) First echelon maintenance on all equipment was per=
formed in the field by the individuals within the Battalion. Equip=
ment requiring higher echelon maintenance was evacuated back to the
Battalion Rear where it was either repaired or evacuated to Force
Logistics Support Unit, Chu Lai. : . .

(2) Battalion personnel at medical and equipment evacuation
points conducted salvage operations. In this manner, individual
equipment and weapons were recovered by the Battalion for redistri-
bution purpoesess ' This method proved satisfactory.

d, Treatment of Casualties and Evacuation and Hospitalization

(1) Medical and surgical first aid was adminlstered tb

forty-two ‘KIigs, 102 WIlAs from hostlle action, two POWS, and fif- .

teen civilians.
(2) Disposition of casualties were a§lfo}lows:
:(a) Bighty-four WIAs were treated apd'evaguéted{
- (b) ‘Eighteeﬁ WIAs were‘treatea‘and returhed toldﬁty
nmneﬁiately. SO . :

o+

(c) Two of the elghty-four treated and evacuated were -

returned to duty duriné the- operation,,
() Tgo POWs were treated and evacuated, i
(e) .Three civiliahs were treated and evacuated,

(3) All evacuess were sent to Company B, 3rd Medlcal
Battalion at Chu Lai via helicopter,

(4) Hospitalization was provided at Company?B;‘jrd Medical
Battalion'and 3rd Battalion, lst Marines BAS, with some personnel
being evacuated to a further medical facility as designated by
Company B, 3rd Medical Battalion,
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6. Medical Evaluaticn, General

(1) Medical and surgical treatment (albumin, morphine and
first aid measures) was administered to a maximum level by hospitesl
corpsmen desplte heavy concentrated hostlle fire for prolonged
duration,

(2) Helicopter. evacuation was delayed at times more than
two hours due to concentrated hostile firej this undoubtedly in-
creaged the mortality and morbidity of the WlAs,

(3) Thirteen WIAs were seen by the Medical Officer in the
rear combat area; of these, three were evacuated to Company B, 3rd
Medical Battalion, Twenty-three non=hostile casualties were seen
in the rear area by the Medical Oificer of which four were evacuated.

(L) On 7 March, after the battle zone was secured, a search
of the area was made for the purpose of seeking out wounded civi-
lians. Four civilians were dicovered that had been wounded, three
of which were evacuated by the Medical Officer due to broken lower
extremities, Several children were treated by company copsmen for
burns due to napalm bombs .

(5) One medical officer and thirty-nine hospital corpsmen
of 3rd Battalion, lst Marines were utilized on Operation UTAH, One
medical officer was deployed to Company B, 3rd Medical Battalion
to assist in the treatment of casualties,

f. Communications

(1) General. There were mo major communication problems
encountered during Operation UTAH, ~3rd Battalion, lst Marlnes com=
mand group included fifteen commuriicators -as follows:

(a) - One Communlcatlons Chief
(b)- One Radlo Cb:.ef |

Qﬂ§§§>, (¢) One Message Center Chief

eNg
o\@?é%“

+ - {d) Eight radlo Operators
| : (é)“ Two wiremen.

(£) Two message center men
(2) Radic R

' (a) All radic nets operated satlsfactorlly. The -
antenna RC-292 was utilized wherever possible. The Task Force

i3
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Tntelligence Net was not activated during Operation UTAH and it

is felt that this lack of direct communications between the Task
Force: Intelligence Officer and the intelligence officers of the
committed battalions delayed the dissemination of intelligence’
data that was of vital importance to all levels of command, This.
is particularly critical in operations such as Operation UTAH,

It is recommended that the 1nte111gence net be activated on future
operations, ‘

(v) It is‘aISO recommended that when helicopters
are dispatched to units, instead of entering the unit's tactical
net, helicopters utilize the TACP local for conmtact w1th the sup-
ported unit and guldance to the landlng zong,

e (c) In aodition, if the helicopter could enter a
common M net, units that require emergency medical evacuation
could enter thls net and contact any helicopters in the vicinity
and advise them as to location, and if the landing zone was safe
and clear, ..

. (3) Supg}z. Resupply of communicatlons-electronlcs items
was satisfactory. The 3rd Battalion, lst Marines sent a liaison
communications-electronics representative to Force Logistics Sup-
port Unit who assisted with replacement of -items requested by .the
3rd Battalion, lst Mariunes from the field.

13. Special Equipment or Tbchﬁiques. 3rd Battalion, lst Marines
used no special equipment and techniques that are not covered else=
where in this report. ST e

SN

1L, Commander's Analysis : ST "~7“@f

a. Based upon this Battalion's expériences during Operation
Double Eagle and Operation UTAH, the most apparent comparison was
the type enemy engaged and the most effective tactics to be employed
to defeat each type., During Operation Double Eagle, the enemy, when
engaged, immediately withdrew under fire, and it was necessary to
aggressively pursue in order to maintain contaet, Additionally,
there was no opportunity to fully exploit supporting ams, During
Operation UTAH, the enemy engaged was well-armed, well-entrenched
with good fields of fire and had to be "rooted" from positions,

b.  The Battalion, based upon the experiences of Operation
Double Fagle, after making contact on Operation UTAH, immediately
and aggressively closed with and assaulted the VC positions in a
concerted effort to maintain contact., This limited full exploi-

- tation of supporting arms, and hypothetically resulted.in higher

friendly casualties, Accordingly, the most obvious lesson learned
from Operation UTAH, as well as other recent operations conducted,
was the requirement to be prepared for either type of VC ccntact by

b ‘ «RRMEERRMNRET,
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fully exploiting all information collection assets - i.e. scouts,
higher, adjacent, and subordinate units, recent aerial reconnais=-
sance to include photography, infra-red, camouflage detection,
etc, - in order to insure proper and timely interpretatien of VC
contacts. This problem, while not without solution, does require
extensive and careful, weighted ccnsideration and study with the
most immediate solution being more effective use of the afore-
mentioned information collection agencies and the indoctrination
and education of troop leaders, at 211 levels, so that obvious
indications of enemy intentions are properly interpretated at

the lower levels, as well as higher level, with immediate and ap-
propriate action being initiated on the lowest level possible and
coordinated and controlled at the higher levels.

15. Recommendations. Specific recommendations drawn for experience
gained from Operaticn UTAH are delineated in those paragraphs dealing
with the problems area (i.e. ‘Communications, etc).

@ G

J. R. YOUNG

Copy to: CO, lst Marinés

15 b, |
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- HEADQUARTERS ~
3rd Battallon, 1st Marines
1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO, San Francisco, 96602
SR 3/DF fugw
) , 3000

.30 March 1966

. Ffom' Commandlng Oi‘i‘lcer - ' o
To: Conma*zdlng Officery 7th Marlnes ‘

Sﬁbj: ;vCo_mbat Operatlons After Action Report

Ref. (a) ,,rd Marlne D1v151on Order 3100,1B

l.' Code l\Lme. Operatlon TEXAS (Search and Destroy Operatlon)
. , 2{. Da're of Operntlon. 211600H - 2h1230H March 1966

3. Location. Quang Ngal Prov:mce, Republlc oi‘ Vletnam.

e Gommand Headguarters ) . -

3rd Battalion, 1st Marmes . - ItCol J. R. YOUNG
_Comparly K, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marlnes Capt L. H. GONZALES
Company M, 3rd Battallon, 1st Marlnes . - Capt C. W. LA'I‘TINGr

) 2nd Strike Company, 2nd .hRVN D1v1310n,- : Capt. DEVORE (Usa)

Republlc of Vietnam .. = . o Senior Advisor
' 0 5. Task Organization. (Upon Corﬁmencemenﬁ of AOperations) '
. 3rdBn, letMar (=) . ItCol YOUNG
@..K..(.Re_lﬁ o ... Copt GONALES
Co K ’ o - L o
Det., H&S Co

FO Tm, 2nd Sec 3 81mm Mortar Plt
. Det, Med P1t )
FO Tm, Btry C, 1lst Bn, llth Mar -
15t Sqd, 3rd Plt, Co A, 1st Engr Bn

Qo (Fein) . - Capt LATTING
, - CoM ‘ - '
P .. Det, &5 Co
: - : FiC Tn. =
PRSP FQ ng’ hth Sce, 81mm Mortar Plt
: Det, Hed Pt
FO Tm, Btry C, lst Bn, 1lth Mar

DOWNGHAD'T \T 3 YEAR INTERVAREy 3¢ F1E, Co A, 1st Engr Bn

DECLASSI:. O AFTER 12 YEARS. . S | - S
DOD DIR 520010 i oL -
‘ ~ _ ~ L A o
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- 2nd Strike Co, 2nd ARVN Di*fisiori ' Capt DEVORE (USA)

2nd Strike Co Senior Advisor -
FO Tm, 3rd 8" Guns Bn S

6. Supporting Forcese Forces utilized in support of 3rd Bat-
talion, lst Marines during Operation TEXAS included the following:

ao_~MﬂG+36 pfovided twenty helicoptors for 1ift of Command
Group Alpha, Company K, and Company M from leoading zone vicinity

_ coordihates BT 556052 to landing zone wvicinity coorc1nates BS

495807, Coupled with, but in tracé of Battalion elements, the
2nd ARVN Strike Company, under operational control of 3rd Bat-
talicn, st Marines, was lifted from loading zone vicinity
coordinates BS 650728 to same lending zone.

This requirement must be clg551f1ed as an immediate request
rather than preplanned as it was dictated by, and in response to,
the immediate tactical situation as it developed during Operation
TEXAS, and not as the result of a preplanned 1ntroduct10n of the

ttalion into the cpcrqtlon.

Specifically, at 211135H, the Battalion was directed by
Commanding Officer, lst Marines to provide two reinforced rifle
compenies, together with a command group, proparcd to helilift
into a landing zonc to bec designated, These units to be staged
at MAG-36 Helicopter Pad, Chu Lai Enclave, not later than
211330H, Concurrent with the staging of alerted units, the
Commanding Officer and S«3, together with the helicopter unit
cormander, were helilifted to Binh:-Son vicinity coordinates BS
600922 for briefing by Commanding Officer, 7th Marines con-
cerning the 1ift of the Battalion and for rcconnaissance of
the landing zone. .During this briefing, I~-Hour was established
as 211500H, but later delayed untll 2116OOH. ,

- The helilift was successfully executed; however, he¢licopters
were subject to small arms fire vicinity grid square BS L8681 during
the approach and retirement, and one helicopter, either as a re=~
sult of small arms fire or engine .failure, crashed and burned
vicinity coordinates BS 496813 with a total destruction of the
helicopter plus the loss of the crew and embarked Marines,

be In addition tc the helicopters required for the major
lifts, extensive use was made of helicopters for mecdical evacu-
ation and resupplyes Without exception, the support provided
was more than satisfactory. Of specific note concerning pro-
vided helicopter support was the timely, effective respon-
siveness to medical evacuation regquests. ‘

Ty IS S PN T

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

B bﬁzsﬁ“*? S
, ‘“!P kR E g ke %ZEE s ‘
m géﬁﬁ&ﬁ%%é? x ‘ S g w

While prov1ded_hellcopter support during Operation TEXAS
was more than satisfactory, as substaniated by the foregoing
comments, one problsm area was noted which is considered of
sufficient significance to warrant comment, Specifically,
it is the total disregard by helicopters of published 3AV-A-
PIANEs, In the case of this Battalion, the prepsratiocn of an
objective by artillery was delayed in excess of forty minutes
and eventually cancelled, after only one round was fired, due
to the constant flow of helicopter traffic across the gun-
target line, at an altibude regarded by the acrial observer
as precluding the-safe firing cof the misgsion, '

¢. In addition to helicopter support, the only cther sup-
porting arm employed by this Battalion during Operation TEXAS
was artillery. Twoe artillery missions; in addition to harras~
sing and interdiction fires, were requested, The initial mis-
sion requestsed being the preparation of Hill 65 vicinity coor-
dinates B3 523792 cn 22 March. A total of ninety-seven rounds
was eXpended on the target with good accuracy and effective |
results. The second mission provided for the preparation of a
hill and village complex vicinity coordinates BS 525793. This
mission was not completed due to constant flow of helicopters
acrose gun-barget line (see subparagraph b above).

7. Intelligence

a, FEnemy Forces Anticipated in Objective Area. Intelli-
gence concerning enemy forces in the immediate cbjective area
was "sketchy" prior to0 arrival in area; however, it was known
that the 2nd Battalion, Lth Marines was heavily engaged just |
to the north of the Battalion objective area, Accordingly, and
because of the proximity of this action to the lcsignated landing
zone, the 3rd Battalion, lst Marines lifted out of Chu Lai -ex-
pecting to be confronted with a sizeable VC forces

b, Enemy Forces Actually Encountered

(1) Generals Command Group Alpha, Company M, Company
K, and the 2nd Strike Company, 2nd ARVN Division, landed in
landing zone vicinity coordinates BS 499805 at 211625H with
Company M securing the landing zone. Company K and the 2nd
Strike Company immediately deployed and prepared to attack as-
signed objectives., On order, Company K advanced eastward to
the hamlet of Xuan Hoa (1) (5S 505805) anl the 2n Strike Cumpany
advanced southeast to flank the hamlet and secure a blocking
position on the road vicinity coordinates BS 503802, While
approaching the hamlet, both units came under a steadily in-
creasing volume of small arms fire delivered from well-concealed
and entrenched positions located just inside a tree line that
eircled the entire hamlet., Both units continued advancing by

% T
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fire and maneuver, and by nightfall, Company K had advanced to a
point approximately 150 meters into the hamlet, and the 2nd
Strike Company -had advanced to their assigned objective, At
this point, the VC broke contact and withdrew under pressure,

(2) strength.  Based on the volume of fire received
from Yuan Hoa Hamiet, and a subsequent on-the=spot search of
entrenchments and fortifications where expended brass indicated
fifty-seven different firing points had been used, it is sur--
mised that the enemy force actually engaged was probably two
platoons. A search of asbandoned equipment indicated tliat these
troops were probably reinforced by a squad of engineers., This.
estimate of strength dees not include approximately three pla-
toons of Vi sighted by an aerial observer and the 2nd Strike
Comparny withdrawing to north and southeast from the hamlet..
These VC, while not engaged by 3rd Battalion, lst Marines, wers
engaged by artillery which inflicted an estimated forty VC KIA, .
Vo weapons employed included ¥.S. carbines and M-l rifles,
CHICOM rifles, and sub-machineguns,

(3) Disposition.,” VC forces were depioyed in s peri-'
meter around Xuan Hoa Hamlet vicinity coordinates BS 505805.

(4) Personnel and Equipment Losses

, (a) Personnel

W KL (Confirmed) 27
VC KIA (Possible) - 50
. VCC : : ’ 0
veS | 1 . @
VC WIA (Possible) - 20

(b) Weépons and Major Ttems of Equipment
CHICOM Pub~machineguns ' i
CHICOM Rifle | .2
U. S.FM-l Rifle 1l
Ue Se Browning~Autqmatic Rifle R 1

3

U. S. Claymore Mines

L Gk,
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Xuan Hoa from the landing zone were across open rice paddies.
The terrain surrounding the hamlet was 31mllar with no marked
differences, -

(6) The type and condition of arms and equipment cap=
tured indicate that the engaged enemy forces were VC Maln Force
units, probably from.the lst VC Regiment, ...

8. Misaion

“8a The initial mission a351gned to Brd Battalion, lst
Marines was established in a verbal frag order received frem
Commanding Officer, 7th Marines at briefing conducted at Binh
Scn, Quang Ngai Province, Republic of Vietnam. Specifically,
it assigned the following missions ‘

(1) Commence helilift of two reinforced companies and
a command group as soon as possible to join 2nd Strike Company
at degignated landing zone,

: (2} After landing in zone v101n1ty coordlnates BS
L95807, commence search and destroy operation scutheast through
Village of Xudn Hoa (1) viecinity coordinates BS 505305 and
establish rcadblock vicinity coordinates BS 5078C2,

(3) Coordinate with MAG-36 for helilift.

b, Changes to the initial mission were established by means o

of daily frag crders issued by Commanding Of ficer, Tth Marines
and Commanding General, Task Force Delta after operaticnal con-
trol mas passed to Task Force Delta. .

9. Concept of Operations. The initial concept of operations.
provided for landing Gompany M (Rein) to secure the landing

zone ‘followed-in trace by Command Group Alpha, Company K, and

the 2nd Strike Company, 2nd ARVN Division. After landing; Company
K to advance to east to secure Xuan Hoz Hamlet (BS 505805); . 2nd
Strike Company to advance to southesdst to secure a blocklng
position on road vicinity ccordinates BS 50780?° The concept

. further provided for continuation of the operation to east or

southeast as directed and for extensive ambushing and patrolllng
along likely routes of egress from north within a531gned iZone '
of actlon, : : .

10. Execution

e e e

as 20 March 1966

(1) - At 200330H, 5-3, 1st Marincs alerted 3rd Battalion,

o 6 - YNNI
;’fféfl?l"m . ’
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Non-Electric Blasting Ceaps E .SO

Flectric Blasting Caps ' 60

U, s",'_M-éos Firing Devices -9

Time Fuze - ' éS Peet

Detonating Cord : : - 20 Feet

CHTGOM TNT _ _ .er i Pounds

" Assorted U. S. and CHICOM Small 1000 Rounds
Arms Ammunition

Individual Packs 35

(1) Cover and Concealment. . Outstanding from enemy point
of view and poor Irom Iriendly poimb of view. The cover offerred
by foliags, fencework, and slightly rising ground. provided the
ghemy %cholice® cover and concealment while friendly approaches
to Xuan Hoa were across open rice paddies with cover and conceal-
ment being limited to that provided by paddy dikes.

A (2) Obstacles. The fence and trench hetwork surroundlng
Xuan Foa was a major obstacle causing friendly troops to slow
down and canalize in enemy killing zones, No further significant
cbstacles were encountered during the operation.

(3) .Critical Terrain Features: The Hamlet of Xuan Hoa
itself was..critical because of .its position astride roads running
north and south through the objective areas. The excellent cover
and concealment already mentioned enhanced this hamlet's position
as a critical terrain feature, Hills 65 (BS 523792), Mui Tran
(BS 515780), and the hill mass vicinity BS 537785 dominated the
surrounding terrain and was subsequently occupied by 3rd Battallon,
1st Marines and ARVN troops mthou‘b incident. _

(4) Observation and Fields of Fire, Outstanding obser-
vation and fields of fire were afforded the epemy from positions
in Xuan Hoa as indicated in subparagraph c.(1) above, Friendly
observation was limited by the same folizge and fcneework = -
utilized by the V0. Friendly fields of firs were limited by
the same factors. '

(5) Avermes of Approach. All avemes of approach into

.., R 4
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1st Marines to be- prepared to prov1de by 201030H, a command
group and two relnforced companies in area to be des1gnated.

(2) At 2006 04, S-3, 1lst Marines advised 3rd Battalion, .

~ 1st Marines to be premetbd to pass operational control of alerted

companies to. designated Battalion and to be prepared to assume
operational control of siuch companies as may be.directed.

- 21 March 1966

(1) At 211135H, Commanding Officef, 1st Marines directed
3rd Battalion, lst Marines to provide two reinforced rifle com-
panies and a command group for immediate deployment in area to be

”7.dec¢vaapedo Further directed that alerted companies would be

staged and prepared for helilift from MAG-36 Helicopter Pad not
later then 2113304,

(2) Concurrent w1th the staglng of alertﬂd elements, the .
Commanding Officer and S-3, 3rd Battalion, lst Marines together
with Helicopter Unit Commander, were helilifted:to Bihn Son vicin-
ity coordinates BS 600922 for detailed operational bricfing by
Commanding ‘Officer, Tth Marines cduring which L-Hour was estab-
lished as 211500Hz-but. later delayed to 211600H.. -Subsequent to
this briefing, liaison was effected with Commanding Officer and
senior advisor of 2nd Strike Company, 2nd ARVN Divisioh, which

- had been assigned operational control to 3rd Battalion, 1lst Marines,

and a reconnaissance was made of designated landing zone,

- (3) A1l alerted clements  of 3rd Battalion, lst Marines
were staged at MiG-36 Helicopter Pad by 211330H, prepared for

“ helilift. Iift commenced approximately 211600H with Company M

being the initial element lifted into the zone followed in turn.

- by Command Group Alpha, Company K, and 2nd Strike Company. Neg-

ative enemy contact in zone; however, helicopters received small

arms fire in approach and retirement lanes v101n1ty grid square
BS L4881,

(L) During 1ift, a helicopter enroute to landing zone .

- with heliteam from Company K embarked crashed and burned either -

ds a result of gmall arms fire or engine failure vicinity coor-
dinates BS 496813, 3rd Platoon, Company M was immediately
dispatched to crash site. .One WIA; critically burned, was the
only survivor and was evacuated by helicopter. All other crew
members and the heliteam from Company K were killed -in the crash.
Friendly casualties were nine KIn, six from Covpany K.

(5) At 211805H Company K and the 2nd Strike’ Company
commenced assigned search and destroy mission through Village.
Xuan Hoa (1) vicinity coordinetes BS. 5050605 and adjacent areas.

7 L cu——
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While advan01ng on the ObJCCthC, both units came under a ‘steadily -
increasing volume of small arms fire delivered from well-concealed -
and entrenched positiouns located just inside a tree line and bam-
koo fencework that encircled the entire hamlet, Despite the heavy
volume of fire, Company K and 2nd Strike Company continued their
advance and remained in clese contact for approximately two hourg. -
During this period, an airborne observer reported two platoons of
VC withdrawing from Xuan Hoa (1) t¢- north and 2nd Strike Company
reporied approximately one VU platoon withdrawing from hamlet to
southecasts Both targets were engaged by artillery and armed HUlEs
with forty VC KIA (possible) reported as a result of supportlng
fires.

(6) By nightfall, Company K had advanced to point approxi-
mately 150 meters into the hamlet, and the 2nd Strike Company had
advanced to and secured assigned objective dnd established road-
bloek vicinity coordinates BS 507802, At this point, enemy broke.
‘contact and withdrew under pressure. Results of contact were :
twenty-seven VO KIA (confirmed), forty VC Kii (possible) by sup= - .
oorfJuJ arms; ten VO KIa (p0551b1e) by ground action, twenty
VG WTA (p0551ble), five weapons captured together with a largse
amount of demclitions and other miscellaneous equirment. Friendly
casualiies sustained were sixteen.KIA and thirty-four“WIA. '

‘ (7) A% 212115H, a hand grenade was thrown into Company K
. positions at coordinates BS 506807. Grenade did not explode, Fif
" teen rounds were fired in directicn from which grenade was thrown.
No confirmed VO casualtles, No friendly casualties,

(8) By. 212300%, night positions were established as
follows: Battalion Command Post at ccordinates BS L95807; Company
K erloyed in perimcter froem coordinates BS 505806 to BS SOhBOS to
BS 506836 to BS 505807; Company M deployed in perimeter from coor-
dinates BS 496806 to BS 494803 to ‘BS L97803 to BS 1958043 2nd ,
trike Company deployed in perimetér from BS 506802 to BS 508802, -~ . .

ce 22 March 1966

(1) At 22063OH, a patrol from Comnany M was again dis="
patched.to the scene of the helicopter crash in effort to estab-.
lish final casualty identification and to insure destruction of
any friendly weapons or other sensitive equipment,- The patrol was
engaged by the VC; fire was immediately returned, One friendly
WIA was sustained as resuil of contact. There were no confirmed
VC casualties, however, - : .

(2) At 220700CH, Company K continued detailed, systematic
search and destroy mission through Village of Xuah Hoa, Company M
was held in reserve prepared to support Company K, and 2nd Strike
Company advanced on Hill 22 vicinity coordinates BS 515802,
During-search of village, Company K-systematically cleared each
- Mtrench-and®unnel and then destroyed same by demoliticns.

8 W,'
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Vlllage of Xuan Hoa were

E :

(3) At 220925H,2Hill 22 2

securad,

(L) At 2210159, Company M reccived ten rounds of amall
arms f£irs from extreme range., Fire returned with small arms and- -
60mm mortars. o friendly casualties; no V0 casualties confirmed..

(5) At 2213 OOH, additional material captured by Company
K as result of search of Xuan Han (1) included three claymore
mines, eight U. So M~ 1k mines, twenty-five feet of time fuze,
twenty feet of primer cord, fifty non-electric blasting caps,
sixty-five electric blasting caps, nine M~605 firing devices,
1,000 rounds of assorted smail arms ammunition, thirty-five fully-
pmmmip,m,an1mmumm(mmmwnm

(6) At 221505H, received Frag Order 6-66 from Task Force
Delta directing continuation of search and destrocy operations to
east in assigned zone, 3rd Battalion, lst Marines immediately
comnenced search and destroy operations with 2nd Strike Company
and Company M abreast and Company K (Battalion Reserve) in trace.
Conducted artillery preparation of initial objective, Hill 65,
vicinity coordinates BS 523792, and secured objective by 221620H
without incident or contact, Continued search @nd destroy opera~
tions withoubt contact to east securing night positions by 221820H,

(7) By 222015H, night, positions were established as
follows: Battalion Command Post at coordinates BS 5317915 Com-
‘pany K erloyeu in perimeter from coordinates B3 530789 to BS

531792 to BS 529791 to BS 52979h; Company M and 2nd Strike Com-

pany in perimeter from coordinates BS 537785 to BS 537780 to
BS 536789 to BS 537785. Executed aggressive nlrht patrol Pnd
ambush plan; negative enemy contact.

(8) - At 2222204, rece¢ived Task Force Delta_ Frag Order
8-66 directing 3rd Battelion, lst Marines to hold ia present posi-
tions until receipt of overlay assigning new boundary, to be
delivered the morning of 23 March; £urther directing that one
Platoon™of 2nd Sirike Company was to be placed under operationnl
control of and helilifted to 2nd Batialion, Lth Marines; 1if: to
be completed by 231000H..

d, 23 March 1966 ,

() A1l units effected resupply of rdthUS and amhunition

during morninge

(2) At 231100H, redeived verbal frag order from Task

~ Force Delta to commence advance south in TAOR and to establish
-blocking positions vicinity coordinates BS 538766 and BS 538772,

-
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Immedlately commenced advance to south, as directed, with Company

K and Gompany M abreast and 2nd Strike Company (Battalion Reserve)

in vrace, Planned artillery preparation of objective was can-
cnlled because of oteady flow of hellcooters across gun-target

7 line (uee subparagraph 6.5.)

o (3) 3By 231830H, secured assigned blocking positions
and established night positions with Battalion in perimster
from cocrdinates BS 533766 to BS 538766 to BS 539771 to BS
535773 and the Command Post located vicinity coordinates BS
537768, ZExscuted aggressive night patrol and ambush plang
negative. enemy contact.

: (4) At 2320454, received Task Force Delta Frag Order
10-65 directing 3rd Battalion, 1lst Marines to commence, at
first light, deliberate search and desiroy operations in in-
habited arsa in assigned zons of action between grid line 78
and the river to the south. The frag crder further directed
the Battzlion to be prepared for helicopter 1ift to Ky Ha
Perinsula commencing at 241030H,

ee 2L March 1966

-t

(1) 4t 2L40830H, Company K completed search and destroy
of inhabited areas as directed by Task Force Declta Frag Order
10-66, Negative enemy contact.

(2) A% 241000H, Jceiing zone was established and secured
vicinity coordinates BS 53177k, and at 241100H, commenced hslilift
of 2nd Strike Company to Quang Ngai and Battalion elements-to
MaG-36 Helicopter Pad, ILift was completed by 2&12,01 and 3rd
Battalion, st Marines passed to operational control of lst Marines.

11. Results. Total friendly losses numbered seventeen KIA and
thirty-eigh’ WIhi, including one KIA and three WIA.sustained by
attached ARVN unit, Total VO losses were established at twenty-
seven KLi (confirmed), fifty KIA (possible), one VCS, and twenty
VG -Wli (possible), Equipment captured during the operation is

. as set forth in paragraph 7 (Intelligence).

12, pdministrative Matters

as Supply Requirements and Resupplye. The Battalion initially
carried four meals and one-half galion of water per man, Supply
requirements were submitted direcily to Task Force Delta. These
requests were filled av the Force Logisties Suppoert Unit at Chu
I2i and flown directly to the Battalion by helicopter. This
method included all types of supplies except water which was
procured . from local wells and individually treated due to the
difficulty invelved in the use of water cans. Al the operational
site, Battalion personnel received the requested supplies and

0 ],
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distributed sams to the u51ng unlts.L‘Thc support was getis-
fﬁCuD“yg

b. Equipment and Ammunition

(1) 1In this operation, certain selected items of equip~ -
ment .organic to an infantry battalicn were not carried because
of the mission given this Battalion, Incluced in these items
were 106mm recoillgss rifles and motor transport equipment.
Organic equipment carried included: 8lmm mortars, LCmm M-79
grénade launchers, 7,62mm machineguns, 3e5-inch rocket launchers
and individual ams and equipment. In a separate category were
flame throwers which, while not carried, were placed on stand-

by in the L3k,

(2) Ammunition initally carried consisted of a basic

.2allowance per individual. DResupply of expended ammunition was

provided as requested, with two exceptionss One exception being
armunition for the 2nd Strike Company which was .30 caliber and
had %o be procured Ifrom Quang Ngai, causing considerable delay
in receipt of requested resupply ammunitions the other cxceptlon
being an instarnce Wherein twice as much 7.62mm linked ammunition
wag received as wes rcquested. This resulted in the companies
carrying more ammunition than was required and unneccssarlly
increased individuel loadss.

Ce Malntenance and Salvage

(1) Flrst echelon maintenance on all equipment was- per-

formed in the field by the individuals within the Battalion,
Equipment resquiring. higher echelon maintenaunce was evacuated back
to the Batialion Rear where it was either repaired or evacuated
to Force Logistica.Support Unit, Chu Iai,

(2) Battalion personnel were stationed at medical and
equipment evacuation points in order to conduct salvage opera-
tions. Despite thds procedure, considerable Battalion individual
equipment 1s not belng recovered. Corrective action is being
initiated and should alleviate this problem°

de Trcatment of Casualties and Evacuation and Hospitalization ™

(1) Medical and surgical first aid was administered to
seventeen KIis, thirty-eight WIkis from hostile action,

(2) Disposition”of casualties was as follows:
(a) Thirty-two Wiks were treated and evacuated..
‘ x '
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(b) 8ix WIAs were treated and returned to duty,
(¢) Ncae of the thiriy-iwo treated and evacuated
were returned to duty during the ope rationy

(3) All evacuses were initially sent to Company 3B, 3rd
Medical Battalion at Chu Lai via helicopter,

() Hcsp1ta“¢zat1Jh was initially provided at Comp ;ny B,
3rd Medical Battaliong howsver, all persconnel were further evacu-
ated to another medical facility, as designated by Company B 3rd

Ll

MedJcQ* Battalion,

6. Medical Evaluation, General

. (1) HMedizal and surgical treatment (albumin, morphine
and first aid measures) was administered to a maximumm level by
hospital corpamen despite heavy concentrated hestile fire fer
prolonged durationo

\2) Hrllﬂﬁyter gvacuation was timely and'uqdouthwa
enhanced WIJS surw1V°lo

{3) One medical officer and seventeen hospital corpsmen
of 3rd datuallon, lst Marinss were utilized on Operation TEXAS.

£, Cowmunl 10n“

(1) Generals There were no major ¢ ommunicetions‘problems
encountered aﬁflng the thres and one-~half days tbls uwnlt was come
mitted to Operation TEZAS, Specifie probleme wiil be dlssu gsed
under the appropriate headings below.

{(2) F‘erqonncLo The commurnication organization for 3rd
Battalion, 1st Marines uurlng Operation TEXAS was ags follows:

(a) Comunications Section

Communications Officer
Redio Chief
Assistant Radio Chief
Fight Radio Operators

. Two Message Center Men
Two Wire Men

(b) TACP. Normal persornnel T/0,

{c) €lmn Mortar Platoon, Normal personnel T/0.

12
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(3) - Ecuipment. Equlpnent utlllzed by the Communications
Section for-the command.group was as foliows:

{n
it

A

\_/

Gommunjcat*ons 3ection

Two 1terna RC--292

One Radio Set AN/PRC-LT

Four Radio Sets AN/PiC-~25

Six Telephones Ta-1/PT

! eafou4th Mile cof Wire WD-1/3T

-
o’
s

TACP (Per Teun)

Radio Set AN/PRC-L1

Ome

Cne Radio Set AN/PRC-LT , '

One Radio Sst AN/PRC-10 - {This radio was damaged
Kol

.on the flruu day of the pa ration and was replaced by an AN/PRC~ 25
fron the Jommunication Section)e

- (¢} Hlma Mortar Platoon., Normale

(L) Racio
(a) Por the major portion of the operation; radio
communications were sabisfac tory. The antenna RC-292 was ut¢J1 zed
on all BM circuits when the situation permitted.

. (v} . Droolcms Whlch were encountered on radic cir cults
were as fcollows: . :

1. The Battalion Tactical Net was only five-tenths’
(o5) of a mpgaCthe zhove the Task Force Tactical Net (P). On
D-Day, this cavsed considersble interference between these two
carourts due to whe nlph inductieon/interference characteristic of
the radio set AN/PRC-25, The Battalion Tactical Net frequency was
shifted to D~198 at L.Hour plus two, and the 1nterierenve was
greatly reduceds. ~

2. LAY times during the night of 20 March, 3rd Bat-
talion, lst Marines was resquired to relay traffic to Task Force
Hcadquar ser3, through one of the cther battszlions. This was due
to poor receiving and ransmlutlng conditions. 3rd Battalion,
lst Marines wss located at eccordinates BS 495607, The distance
to Tasx Force Headquarterb was approximately § Ge6 nmles, inter-
vening terrain -ran to hsights of 183 meters. On the night of 23
March, commutications on the Task Forde Tactical Nebt were exrel—
len%; howsver, the Task Ferce Command Net's efficiency began to
deuerlorate as darknsss came and became useless after dark. The
frequency vsed was above fifiy magacycles and the same: situation was

13
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experienced by Brdmﬁattalion, lst'Marines‘dnring Operation DOUBIE
EAGIE - Phase IT with frequencies above fifty megacycles.

3. Radio communications with single sideband equip-
ment (PRC-47) was marginal. At times, when the Command Post was
located on prominent terrain featuresg the Task Force Command 2
and TAR Nets were marginal al besh, The Task Force Tactical 2
was never sstisfactory and marginal av bsczt, Tt is felt that this
was primarily due to the frequency employed, as the frequencies
on the lower end of- the PRC-L7 band present anienna loading prob-
lems and <do not seem Lo insure commuiications owver alr acceptable
digtance. '

(c) Recommendations for improved radio communica-
MDmeweabfdJmm

1, M frsquencies enpluyed over distances greatcr
than five miles during the hours of darkness be below fifty mega-~
CYCLlESs

. ‘2, Single sideband frequencies be utilized that are
above 5000KCs, as these frequencies seem to give the distance and
quality regquirecdi howsver, it is further recommended that single
sidsband nct he utilized for communications between itegimental
or Task Force Headquarters and Dattalicng. but that an Fi command
net be established. In this case, the net can be activated-at
all times and not jJust cduring those instances when the tactical
situation permits the Battalion Command Bost to remain in a fixed

- pesition for extended pericds, Also by elimination of the FRC-U47,

the transportaticn and loglstlc problems would be decreased.

(5) WJrFQ Minimal wire was utilizcd in Operation
TEXAR, Wire communications was employed only during the perdods
the Dattalion Gommand Post wes established during hours of darkreess.
Wire was kept to 2 minimum and only the following lines were in-
shbalied:

(a) S-3 to F3CC/8lmm Mortar FDC (Hot)
(b) S=3 to Air Liaison Officer
{6) qup.ﬂvyﬂnlntenance. Resupply and evacuation of equip-

ment operated cfiiclencly. AJL itens ;eqLested were received within
twen*y*f our hourc,

- (7) ESpecial Comrurications Employment. Noneso

13, Cpsecial Equipment or chhn¢ou€a, 3rd Battalion, lst Mgrlnes
did not ubilize any speci uqu¢)mcnt or techniques that arg,npt
covered elsewhere in thls rcpor o

iu CmE—
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1k, Commanier \Ana1y51s

a, On Operation TEXAS, as was the cése on Opcration UTAH,
- this Battalion engagerl an enemy that pusscssed dcflnlte charac-
terigtics ‘and omp*uycd the following toctlcs, R

(1) CCcupied positicvs in hamlets that were similar
in all respects to adjacent hamlets and would not be the subJect
of ob&er then ordlnury aerial reconnaissance or cbservaticne

_ (2) ﬂfendcg the hamlet. frem wutually~supgort:ng well -
concsaled, entrenched positions that covered all apprecached to
the hamlct.

3) Prcyared and utilized cave complexes for protection
from massive artillery and close air preparation (the Hamlet of
Xuan Hoa (1) was subjected to uinety minutes of air/artillery
0 o preparation without signhificant results). o ‘

(L) Permitted frlend’y forces to close t0 minimum dis-
tance before engag:né.

'(5)' Made extensive use of bamboo fenceworks/trenches
as obstacles and to channelize friendly forces inbo enfilading
fields of fire,

(&) Ipluualncd contacts until nightfall, broke contact,
and withdrew under cover of darkness.

After analyzing the foregeing, certaﬁn Tacts bocome obvious,

(1) That normal air/artillery preparation fires‘will
not destroy V0 prepared fortifications and entrenchments, and
, : . that, if tangible results are to be realized, extensive use of
“ ‘ ~* heavy ordnance with dclay fuzes must be employed, followed by
napalm and/or white phosphorous.
(2) Thgt more extensive use must be made of chemical
irritants to "drive" VO defenders from prepared 0051t10ns to
include delivery by artillery anJ/or airs.

\3) Tnat artillery and/cr air must be employed to fiseal
of ftt defended hamlet during dayllght to prevent withdrawal of VC.

(4) That it is necessary, if the VO are to be prevented
from breaking ccntact and withdrawing under cover.of darkness,
that patrols and/or ambush positions be establishcd on all routes
of egresg from hamlets prior to darkness. This does nct mean by
Nzealing off objective area by other battalion, as is now stan- N
dard procedure, but rather by cstabllshment of "eclose-in® anbush e
p031t10ns by the company or pbat ion engaged. This msans ¢sch
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battalion should have a minimum of three companies. The estab-

lishnent of these ambushes by cross-country movement, ab best,
becurtse of tims ard distance factors or enamy fire, can prove
difficult, if not impossible; thus, the solution demamds, on
occasion, emplacing "clese-1in® ambush positions by helicopter
even though the total air distance traveled might only be a
matter of 500 to 1,000 meters.

b. The next most significant Qbservation to be drawn from
Operation TEXAS, and the same was applicable for Operation UTAH
and DOUBLE E4GIE aiso, is that, as a genéral rule, the VC do not
defend the Phigh ground®. This observation is significant in
termg of selection of heliepter landing zoness,

The most critical phase of any helicopterborne assault is
the seizure and securing of the landing zones Thus, it follows
that the less enemy comcat during the initial phasses of the
landing, the greater the chances cof success and the less loss
in terms of men and helicopters.

Accordingly, it is recommended that serious consideration
be directed to the selection of "high ground® as helicopter
landing zcnes if the distance from zone to cobjective is not ex-
gessive., This 1s considered significant due to the fact that
in recent operations, selected landing zones--in low flat rice
paddies,; etce~~have been subjected to intense heavy small arms
and mortar fire with a resultant increass in friendly casual=-
ties, It is realized, of course, that the use of high ground
in most instances will restrict the number of helicopers that
can land simultanecusly, but it is considered appropriate to
note that in the vast majority of heliccopterborns assaults—-
gxcept for the initial wave~--helicopters land in soctions of
two to fours Thus, the use of Vhigh ground" as a landing
zone would not appreciably reduce rapid build-up in the zone.

15, Recommendaticnse Specific recommendations drawn for ex~
perience gained from Operation TEXAS are delinedted in those

- paragraphs dealing with the problem area (iece Cormunications,

etC)a

SO Wy

Je Re YOUNG

Copy to: CO, 1st Marines
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