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:Pli:RIOD COV~D: 

: '.' ... 1 ,Decembar ~. 2 JEin~ 1968 

A.,trNrr.1JEJION~.TIuir, 

I I .... 

, ~ \ , 

T. .' ,Ba.ttal~~911 .. ,t~~~~:i,t'~'~\':;[t 

~d~ahy; :1, ',' . 

'1 ' 

',Comp.~.;~ . , 
O~p:!iny.L 

Con,tp~ap.y ':H", ...' 'I 
:H&si-Company: ' , 

CdC 1 stTk:Bn .. ' .... " .. ,. ,":' ,., .' 

Cl)C, 'lst: Ant'1;T It,]3:g;; , 
'GiJI A.,' ·tst: Mr' .Bn ' 
~jG",p~ 1st En~'$tl 
.COIB:, 3d lilli1'r'13.9';BI,l 
G.a 'Ot 1s.t jiecon· J3n 
CQ! 0, 1 st ivIe,d Btl; 

. 'l;Iq :C,~,1 st s}jore ±>:#~y,~~ 
5$~'CQ,~ '1'j;q,Bn, " . ' .. 

,Ii<i;C'OI, Hq Bll, 1-s::t::a'S~, 'LS:Q' 

2., ,At,t;ached:,lJriits\ 

BtryC'" '1 ~t:£~,rj:1 th· ~~; 
Btry,W,;, :.2ndJ3n;, ;"1Hb-~' 

13.. ··W;eFF··0FFICb:~i 

:to 
5-1 
5-2 

s'!O) 
'$-4 
EIilbO 
C.,.'O. 
,Ap'" ,Llai'SQftc !(j, 
.SupP,O 
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Qh ap lain 
. ';-';';:.: '~i~>,~~ical () 

. ':q:t; Q'qJ; J:-t~:i·l:ic:~uo'iii. ',: 

. ':Q~P~' ~. "l,{.- 110RAlt ' ',": . 
·i.C'i!'t ·J.~ •. REGA1·, . 
c.~~~£ T~'?Sl;.WJBBI:E (1~27'Deo 1967) 

,Cap~'E.! S.c~ ,RE11J:l'~ .(~,..2~.ran 1968) 
'C.~P t>B.:~~ ;~ ~'';ra()KlS: ' 
. '~~p:t; ·ti~,.J. F!',IlEli' ' 
:2nd,1t: ':a .•. E:. ,P:J:lliISR 

~":~~.~::~:~::::=,, ; 
~2rtdLtC.. "J.' ·M:.J:DNBY Jr 
:':2nd1tEti i'l It,1TZIG~ 
'1st <Lt.l:~.' ,1'i.' you'NG'.. "" 
'Lt,: 1'1. R. iOMl<.iRANT Z 
1,9 t Lt·:d. ;J. 'l{t;XtTM 
i;Jsttt ~t.W. hIl?P 
1s'P; .Lt:, A·, ~rv,r.COWARl> 

A'4ijC:>r, w •. ·M,t irh1.TEU>1iiN 
:1at Lt ,M •. ,PilLLO Jr. 
:?nd .tt i'i:~;TOMi (1 .. 25' Pec1~J:67) 
s./S€i~·(:;IGI:i¥ ,(26 Dec 1967-

. . 2: Jal'); 1966) 
l'1ajo~,·T. H::~ .8H;\NUON . 
Capt D,.E'. ~~1NE~L 
,1 stLt ~... .VA!.i.RT 
¢a.pi'J'~S .• BEOICE:R 
Ca.Pt: G.E,.,F,J:El'1nn~ Jr. 
·:2ild; Lt i. (T ..MO.C.ill.THY 
lstLt' K.M.a'~GGEtTY (1 Deo-14 Dec 
ai~i Lt~T'~,B~ VOGffiL (15 Dec-a JaiL) 
T,,,",. . 'Gu.·",n"l'M,-r.T·' . 
'J.I\t J.:",~,: ~.1'ir~'·',.., .: •. L;·.t..~U.·.u1J.1 

Lt ·G. ,F. G,:JiLOMAGliO 

"@~©IlJ~~~WUI1\i) 1·F.:~==---' -., -_ """""'''-. 
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ORGANIZATIONAL DATAPART I

PERIOD COVERED

1 December - 2 January 1968

UNIT DESIGNATIONA.

1. Battalion Landing Team 3/1 Lt Col M. MC QUO IN

Capt L. R. MORANCompany I
Capt J. E. REGALCompany K
Cap't T. S. HUBBLE (1-27 Dec 1967)Company L
Capt E. S. HEMPLE (28-2 Jan 1968)

Capt R. A. THOMASCompany M
Cap't R. J. FI HERH&S Company
2nd Lt R. E. PARRISHCo C, 1st Tk Bn
2nd Lt D. L. BROWNCo C, 1st Anti Tk Bn
2nd Lt T. B. VOGELCo A, 1st MT Bn
2nd Lt C. J. MALONEY JrCo C, 1st Engr Bn
2nd Lt E. L. METZIGERCo B, 3a Anfrac Bn
1st Lt P. R. YOUNGCo C, 1st Recon Bn
Lt M. R. POMERANTZCo C, 1st Med Bn
1st Lt R. J. HEXUMHq Co, 1st Shore Party Bn
1st Lt R. W. RIPPServ Co, Hq Bn
1st Lt A. M. COWARDHq Co, Hq Bn, 1st FSR, LSU

2. Attached Units

Btry C, 1st Bn, 11th Mar Capt P. A. MCLAUGHLIN
Capt J. T. WINKLERBtry W, 2nd Bn, 11th Mar

B. STAFF OFFICERS

Major W. M. THURMANXO
1st Lt M. PALLO Jr.S-1
2nd Lt M. TOMA (1-25 Dec 1967)S-2
S/Sgt GIGLIA (26 Dec 1967-

2 Jan 1968)

Major T. H. SHANNONS-3
Capt D. E. NEWELLS-4
1st Lt A. VAARTEmb O
Capt J. S. BECKERComin 0
Capt C. E. FIEMING Jr.Air Liaison o
2nd Lt 1. G. MCCARTHYSupp 0
1st It K. M. HAGGERTY (1 Dec-14 DecMT o
2nd Lt T. B. VOGEL (15 Dec-2 Jan)
Lt GU TERMANChaplain 10
Lt G. F. GARLOMAGNOcidical 0
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010500H - ~21530H Docember 1967: Embarkation aboard .. unphibious Ready 

02'1530H - 0303QOH December 1967: 
030300H .. 041300H Dacember 1967: 
04'1300H - 051400H December 1967: 

Group B 76.5 (.iIRG) in Danang Harbor 
Afloat offcoas t of liVN 
Enroute to i3ubic Bay 
Debarked to SLF Camp.~ Subia Bay, 
Philippine Islands 

0514000 - 130900H December 1961: SLF Camp, Subic Ba.y, PhllippineIslands 
130900H - 142200H December 1967= Embarked aboard ARG 
-1422000 - . 170700H Decemher 1967: . ,:i.board lRG for BLT exercise, Subia Ba;y 

H0700H .. 1906}OH December 1961: Enroute to, RVN 
190630H - 211100H December 1967: Afloat with ,JiG off the Coast o,f,:tVN 
211100H .... 241250li D~~ber 1967; Operation FORTRI:!:;:5;;) lnDG~ - <iuang Tri 
..... frovince-RVN 

~«~~238H - 261100H D~cember 1961: Af"loat with ,:.RG off coast of rtVN 
. 261100H Decenib.er 1967 - 02 January 1968; Operation BAD(}BH. TOOTH - Quang 

Tr.i and Thua Thia l:'rovince-RVN 
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C. LOCATION

010600H - 021530H December 1967: Embarkation aboard Amphibious Ready
Group B 76.5 (ARG) in Danang Harbor

021530H - 030300H December 1967: Afloat off coast of RVN
030300H - 041300H December 1967: Enroute to Subic Bay
041300H - 051400H December 1967: Debarked to SLF Camp, Subic Bay,

Philippine Islands
0514OOH - 130900H December 1967: SLF Camp, Subic Bay, Philippine Islands
130900H - 142200H December 1967: Embarked aboard ARG
14220OH - 170700H December 1967: Aboard ARG for BLT exercise, Subic Bay

170700H - 190630H December 1967: Enroute to RVN
190630H - 211100H December 1967: Afloat with ,RG off the Coast of RVN
211100H - 241230H December 1967 Operation FORTRESS RIDGE - Juang Tri

Province-RVN
211230H - 261100H December 1967: Afloat with RG off coast of RVN
261100H December 1967 - 02 January 1968: Operation BADGER TOOTH - Quang

Tri and Thua Thie Province-RVN

D. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

USMC USN

ENLISTEDENLISTEDOFF OFF
160058 898
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PART II 

. Battalion Landing Team 3/1 passed under the oommand, of Speoial landing 
tarce, Bravo, 9th Y~rine Amphibious Brigade at 010600H Dec 67. The BLT was 
loaded aboard Amphibious Ready Group 76.5 shipping on 1 and 2 December. The 
BLT command post was aboard theUSS Valley Forge,. LPH-8. On 4 December the 
BLT debarked from AHG shipping and established its headquarters at th~ Special 
Landing ~orce Camp, Subic Bay, Philippine Islands.' From 5-14 December, the 
BLT underwent a period ofequi pment rehabili tat ion and int ensi ve training. 
The Provisional Servic~ Battalion, 9th MAE provided maintenance and supply 
support. Training was conducted so as, not to interfere with maintena-rlce l 
and rehabiiitation of equipment. Training stressed all aspects of amphibious 
operations and included live fire of all organic and supporting :weapons 
(See Part IV). On 14 necember the BL~ r~-embarked on AHG ship~ing. Praotice 
landing exercises were conducted on 15 and 16 December in the·Zambales traini.l" 
area adjacent to Subia Bay. These exercises were valuable in preparing all 

·BLT units for future combat operations. On'17 December the BLTsailed for RVr 
Logistical preparations for SLF empl.oyment were completed at Danang on 19 
December. From 21-24 December BLT 3/1 participat~d in Operation FORTRESS RI:DC 
On 25 December the BLT was back aboard J~G shipping for Christmas day. From 
26 December 1967 - 2 January 1968 the BLT participated in Operation BADGER 
TOOTH. Se~" Part rrlfor details of Operations FORTRESS RImE and BADGER TOOTt:,. 

3 
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NARRATIVE SUMMARYPART II

Battalion Landing Team 3/1 passed under the command of Special Landing
Force, Bravo, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade at 010600H Dec 67. The BLT was
loaded aboard Amphibious Ready Group 76.5 shipping on 1. and 2 December. The
BLT command post was aboard the USS Valley Forge, LPH-8. On 4 December the
BLT debarked from ARG shipping and established its headquarters at the Special
Landing Force Camp, Subic Bay, Philippine Islands. From 5-14 December, the
BLT underwent a period of equipment rehabilitation and intensive training.
The Provisional Service Battalion, 9th MAB provided maintenance and supply
support. Training was conducted so as not to interfere with maintenance
and rehabilitation of equipment. Training stressed all aspects of amphibious
operations and included live fire of all organic and supporting weapons
(See Part IV On 14 December the BLT re-embarked on ARG shipping. Practice
landing exercises were conducted on 15 and 16 December in the Zambales trainir
area adjacent to Subic Bay. These exercises were valuable in preparing all
BLT units for future combat operations. On 17 December the BLT sailed for RVF

Logistical preparations for SLF employment were completed at Danang on 19
December. From 21-24 December BLT 3/1 participated in Operation FORTRESS RIDC
On 25 December the BLT was back aboard ARG shipping for Christmas day. From
26 December 1967 - 2 January 1968 the BLT participated in Operation BADGER
TOOTH. See Part IV for details of Operations FORTRESS RIDGE and BADGER TOOTE.
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J~.ART II! SEQ~UENTIAL LISTB'G OF SIGNIFICANT ElJ'E1TTS 

A. . .QQMBAT MISSInNS ASSIGNED 

See Part IV. 

B. 'SIGNIFICANT. OPERfl.TI0NS CO}lIDUCTED 

1 •. Operation FORTRESS R!DG'E: 21 -24 December· 1961. - RVN· . 
~. Operation . BJ\J)G~ TOOTH: . 26 December 1967 -' 02 JanUary 196a - RVN 

C. .QlBUALTIES INFLICTED ON THE Elm1Y 

Cqnfirmed 
P]~oba.ble . 

D. ~\SU_ALTIES SUSTAINED 

KIA 
"2 

. ()FFICER 
'i,lIA -MIA 
O'··T 

OFFICER 

DOW.· 
o 

KIA i-lIA NIA DOW 
-000 0 

E. NEW TECHNIQUES EMPLOYED 

:tirone. 

F. C:O:MJI.~AN:) RELATIONS 

USMC 

USN 

velmA 
41 

. !I£: 
55 

7. 

. ENLISTED 
:ilJl l:1!A 
114 0 

ENLISTED 

DOW 
1 

KIA WIA MIA DOW 
-0 T 0--0 , 

~~e BLT remained under operational control of Special Landing Force B, 9t 
Marine Jl.mphibious Brigade for the entire period. 

G. ]~UIPMENT 

" • 1-18 December, 1967 

8.. Genera.l 

The BLT sailed to Subie Bay with Special Landing Foree Bravo f~ 
a nine day rehabilitation period prior to deployment. This rehabilitation w' 
cond'(lcted by the Provisional ~ervice fu.ttalion (PSB) t 3rd FSR. Upon arrival 
Subio Bay all major items of equipment were turned into PSB •. These items "J(,)l 

inspeet~~ and repaired or replaced as n'\ID~~11,~~~~~U~·. Ii 
.. . 4 ~~ 
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PART III SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

A. COMBAT MISSIONS ASSIGNED

See Part IV.

B. SIGNIFICANT OPERATIONS CONDUCTED

1. Operation FORTRESS RIDGE: 21 -24 December 1967 - RVN
2. Operation BADGER TOOTH: 26 December 1967 - 02 January 1968 - RVN

C. CASUALTIES INFLICTED ON THE FINEMY
VC/NVA

41Confirmed
7.Probable

D. CASUALTIES SUSTAINED

USMC

ENLISTEDOFFICER
KIA WIA MIA DOWKIA WIA MIA DOW

155 114 00002

USN

ENLISTEDOFFICER
KIA WIA MIA DOW KIA MIA DOWWIA

3 00 00000

E. NEW TECHNIQUES EMPLOYED

None.

F. COMMANT RELATIONS

The BLT remained under operational control of Special Landing Force B, It
Marine Amphibious Brigade for the entire period.

G. EQUIPMENT

1. 1-18 December, 1967

a. General

The BLT sailed to Subic Bay with Special Landing Force Bravo f
a nine day rehabilitation period prior to deployment. This rehabilitation W
conducted by the Provisional Service Battalion (PSB), 3rd FSR. Upon arrival
Subic Bay all major items of equipment were turned into PSB. These items wel

DECLASSIFIED
inspected and repaired or replaced as needed
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b.' Ordnance 

(1) ~~jor Item~ 

one LVTP-5 and six 1-]98 Homar's were replaced during the reha."!· 
. ilitation period at Subia Bay. One'M4sA3 tank was evacuated from Subio :Ba:y to 
Okinawa and a replacement tank wn.\') picked up by the BLT in Dana.ng on 18 Dec. 
All other major ordnance items were returned to the BLT prior to sailing for 
Viet.na.rn. 

(2 ) Small Arms 

All individual and crew served small arms -were inspeoted ruJd 
repaired or replaced as needed during the rehabilitation period •. ·-}.J.l ;45 
caliber pistols and 525 M-16 rifles were exchanged by PSB. Ten ~3A1 sub­
machine guns, nine 3.5 rocket laUnchers, and four M-60 maohineguns were also 
replaced while at Subic Bay. 

c. Communioa.tions 

I')ne 11-109 radio ,jeep, 30 H-138 handsetsanri' ~ix 'AN/l'RC-25 ra.dios 
were replaced d.uring the rehabilita,tion period. "'\11 othercomrmmications 
equipment W8.S inspected, repa.ired as needed Rnd returned to the BLT prior to 
15'1)eo·. 

,d.' Engineer- . " ,-

During the rehAbilitation period two ,ART':30 rough tel'rsin fork lii 
were replaced at PSB. One M-60 AnthOIlY Orane was evacuated to 3rd FSR and a 

. replacement W.s picked up by the BLTin '1j:;>.nang. on 1 e Dep.· All' other items of 
engineer equipment were repaired as requ.ired l'l..'1.d returlled. to the BLT by 15 DLr: 

e. Motor Transport 
",',,: . 

PSB was ~vble to repair 'g,nd return all· motor' transport; 'items excep··· 
six M422A1mighty mites and six M274A2 mules during the rehabilitation period 
at Subic Bay. Four of the unrepairable mighty mites were replnced, but the 
ren~ining eight V'chicleswere returne1 to the BLT in.:::', dendlined status. 

2. ., 9. Tlecember 1967- 02 January' 1 :168 " ' 

Sea Part IV. 

H. too ISTICS 

., . 

1967 

to' embarking on assigned shipping for transportation t. 
property and ~.ss IV items ",re~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIE

b. Ordnance

(1) Major Items

One LVTP-5 and six M98 Howtar's were replaced during the rehal
ilitation period at Subic Bay. One M48A3 tank was evacuated from Subic Bay to
Okinawa and a replacement tank was picked up by the BLT in Danang on 18 Dec.
All other major ordnance items were returned to the BLT prior to sailing for
Vietnam.

(2) Small Arms

All individual and crew served small arms were inspected and

repaired or replaced as needed during the rehabilitation period. All 45
caliber pistols and 525 M-16 rifles were exchanged by PSB. Ten M-3A1 sub-
machine guns, nine 3.5 rocket launchers, and four M-60 machine guns were also

replaced while at Subic Bay.

C. Communications

One M-109 radio jeep, 30 H-138 hand sets and six AN/PRC-25 radios
were replaced during the rehabilitation period. All other communications
equipment was inspected, repaired as needed and returned to the BLT prior to
15 Dec.

d. Engineer

During the rehabilitation period two ART-30 rough terrain fork li
were replaced at PSB. One M-60 Anthony Crane was evacuated to 3rd FSR and a
replacement was picked up by the BLT in Danang on 18 Dec. All other items of
engineer equipment were repaired as required and returned to the BLT by 15 Dec

e. Motor Transport

PSB was able to repair and return all motor transport items except
six M422A1 mighty mites and six M274A2 mules during the réhabilitation period
at Subic Bay. Four of the unrepairable mighty mites were replaced, but the
renaining eight vehicles were returned to the BLT in a deadlined status.

2. 19. December 1967 - 02 January 1968

See Part IV.

H. LOGISTICS

1. Supply

a. 1-18 December 1967
DECLASSIFIED

(11) Prior to embarking on assigned shipping for transportation t
Subic Bay all garrison property and Class IV items were invoiced to 2nd Bn,
3rd Marines.
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1 ~. @~@~~~ll~O~1ID • :>';~:>" ....••.•. ,<,.;_ 
(2) During the rehabilitation period at Sub~~" fuY··tht~'~L~rew>. 

1,,' 
;' " 
Ilj • 

UDon the assets of 9th JVfAB to meet the rlemands for Class.I, II, III, and V , 
items. 

(3) 1'lhile r\,t"lubic Bay the Bqttalion Supply section established 
An issu!= point in the C;LW camp to distribute individual clothing and eQllipment 
to :r-fu.rines ,joining the B1T. 

(4 ~ There is [I short~e of some Class II items in the BLT. Items 
that f'.rl~ in short sunply A.re 'Poncho liners, rA.in suits, ,jungle kits, A.nd comp­
onent narts of the ,i-\}T/PRC-2'5 rl'l.r1io. 

e 

(5) 1ilhile 8.ssignerr to the SUi' the B1T will rely upon Force Logist; 
CommAnd for its logistical support. 

h. 19 December 1967 - 02 January 1968. 

See P[J,rt IV. 

a. Vehicula.r rf:r;§"p.snortA.tio!!,. The :B]~T drci. its motor transport suppor 
from the Navn.l 13[\8e "'hile its org::mic vehicles wero being repaired by PSB. 

h. 1"rA.terborne TrnnsportA.tion. During the period at Subic Ba,y ]i(gvy 

LeM's and LeU's from Subic Jay Naval Bc"1.se ';Jere em"0loyed to trA.nsport troops 
and CEl,rgo hehleen the Zambales training ani! the 8D? Ce:mp. These craft also 
assisted. riuring b[),ckloa-iing. 

c. Airborne Transport?tion. See Part III nnrn. '1'.1 (A.ir supnort). 

1. crne A.CTIn'N 

No civic 8.ction nrogrnms were conducted"rhile BLT. 3/1 was in a training 
st8.tUS. One m..'1.jor M"J)n'l.p VA.S conducted .during Oneration BA1)G!;:R TOOTH in 
which f',toto,l of 153 Vietnr.>.meSG civiliHns lvere trer:.ted. 

1. Gen8rd. U1Jon assignment as R~ttnlion V:m'iing Team 7.,/1, the B8.tt2.1ion 
estFl,blished a R"1ttf:'.lion klmini8trnti Vi?) Center co-loM.tod with the S-1 section< 
This A.rrangement h!:',s 'Proven to he s!l.tisf:=l.ctory. 

2. A.w::trds. "'he b[l,tt,,\lion recommended one 8ih·~:r.' ~t~'.r".h4. three bronze 

stn.rs. 

6, 

. '.:' ,.:::;,·,;",::';~t~~\ 
".". ,~ ........ ~ . 
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(2) During the rehabilitation period at Subic Bay the BLT drew
upon the assets of 9th MAB to meet the demands for Class I, II, III, and V
items.

(3) While at Subic Bay the Battalion Supply section established
an issue point in the SLF camp to distribute individual clothing and equipment
to Marines joining the BLT.

(4) There is a shortage of some Class II items in the BLT. Items
that are in short supply are poncho liners, rain suits, jungle kits, and comp-
onent parts of the AN/PRC-25 radio.

(5) While assigned to the SLF the BLT will rely upon Force Logist
Command for its logistical support.

b. 19 December 1967 - 02 January 1968.

See Part IV.

2. Transportation

a. Vehicular Transportation. The BLT drew its motor transport suppor
from the Naval Base while its organic vehicles were being repaired by PSB.

b. Waterborne Transportation. During the period at Subic Bay Nevy
LCM's and LCU's from Subic Bay Naval Base were employed to transport troops
and cargo between the Zambales training and the SLF Camp. These craft also
assisted during backloading.

Airborne Transportation. See Part III para P.1 (air support).C.

I. CIVIC ACTION

No civic action programs were conducted while BLT 3/1 was in a training
status. One major MEDCAP was conducted during Operation BADGER TOOTH in
which a total of 153 Vietnamese civilians were treated.

J. ADMINISTRATION

1. General. Upon assignment as Battalion Landing Team 3/1, the Battalion

established a Battalion Administrative Center co-located with the S-1 section.

This arrangement has proven to be satisfactory.

2. Awards. The battalion recommended one silver ster and three bronze

stars.

DECLASSIFIED
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3. Morale l.'1.nd Personnel Services. The morals of the :Battalion :LS excellent 

The Christmas Day meal was excellent, as were majority of meals served aboa~ 
the various ships. The recreation faoilities (movies, soda shop and library) 
a.va.i1a.ble to the battalion have definitly been a contributing factor for the 
high level . of morale. . .. 

4. Legal and. Discipline. The battalion had twenty-six non-judical punisb 
ments and no court ~~rtials. 

5. Postal •. Mail has been a problem area, due to the lac~ of available 
transportation ·between ships and limited space on board the USS.Valley Forge 
for mail ·sorting. . 

e 6. ~. There have been no quotas available to the BLT due to its assitr: 
ment with Special Landing Force Bravo. 

: 

7. Promotions. Promotions this month were very limit.ed .(tliirty-one 
regular promotion quotas to Corporal) because most of the replacements the BL" 
received were L/CPLS and ePLS.The batte.lion wa.s also' authorized to promote 
one corporal, three lance corpora.ls, and nine PPC's to the next higher grade. 
These were meritorious oombat promotions. 

8. Pay and Allowance. The new pay raise was retroative to·1 October 19~ 
and back pay was included in this months pay. 

9. Post Exchange. \llhile at SUbia Ba.~ the BLT had acce ss. to ~l.. Navy ex­
changes there. Once the BLT boa.rded the a.mphibious landing forc~it used the 
fa.cilities aboard the various ships • 

. 10.. ReligiouS Services. Battalion Chaplin Gutterman oonducted three 
Protestant services in hanger ha.y one of the.USS Valley Forge, one a.t the SLF 
C511P a.t· sUbic Bay, and one in the field. at Subic Bay. Three Protestant 
CommUnion services· were; 'Perforined during this period. Catholic' Mass was held 
in ha.nger bf.!.y one by Cha:plin O'Regan •. The .battalion chaplih conducted two 
Christmass ServicBs and three l>Iemorial Services. The' Marines embarked on shi; 
other than the USS Valley Forge took part in the regular servioes held by the 
Naval Lay-teFl0er on each ship_ 

l' ~ Personnel Che.nges 

a. 

" '.., 

Losses 

Bc'1.ttle (As of 02 Jan-
'uary 1968) 

TJSMC 
QEE --Ern. 

2 87 

USN 
OFF -ENL' 

1 

Non-ba.ttle 0 0 . 0 0 
Admin 1 16 0 0 
Note: An addi tinne.l 15 were transferred on· 6· January 1968 as a 

result of 'Wounds received on Operation BADGER moTH. 

; 

': ! •• t:·,~:~~. 

-.,:.j.. " 

\. 

7 
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3. Morale and Personnel Services. The morale of the Battalion is excellent
The Christmas Day meal was excellent, as were majority of meals served aboard
the various ships. The recreation facilities (movies, soda shop and library)
available to the battalion have definitly been a contributing factor for the
high level of morale.

4. Legal and Discipline. The battalion had twenty-six non-judical punish-
ments and no court martials.

5. Postal. Mail has been a problem area, due to the lack of available
transportation between ships and limited space on board the USS Valley Forge
for mail sorting.

6. R&R. There have been no quotas available to the BLT due to its assign
ment with Special Landing Force Bravo.

7. Promotions. Promotions this month were very limited (thirty-one
regular promotion quotas to Corporal) because most of the replacements the BI."

received were L/CPLS and CPLS. The battalion was also authorized to promote
one corporal, three lance corporals, and nine PFC's to the next higher grade.
These were meritorious combat promotions.

8. Pay and Allowance. The new pay raise was retroative to 1 October 19E
and back pay was included in this months pay.

9. Post Exchange. While at Subic Bay the BLT had access to all Navy ex-
changes there. Once the BLT boarded the amphibious landing force, it used the
facilities aboard the various ships.

10. Religious Services. Battalion Chaplin Gutterman conducted three
Protestant services in hanger bay one of the USS Valley Forge, one at the SLF
Camp at Subic Bay, and one in the field at Subic Bay. Three Protestant
Communion services were performed during this period. Catholic Mass was held
in hanger bay one by Chaplin O'Regan. The battalion chaplin conducted two
Christmass Services and three Memorial Services. The Marines embarked on ship
other than the USS Valley Forge took part in the regular services held by the
Naval Lay-Leader on each ship.

11. Personnel Changes

a. Losses USMC USN
OFF ENL ENLOFF

Battle (As of 02 Jan- 872 10
uary 1968)

Non-battle 0 o 0 0
161Admin 0O

Note: An additional 15 were transferred on 6. January 1968 as a
result of wounds received on Operation BADGER TOOTH.

DECLASSIFIED
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b. Replacements 

DECLASSIFIED 

USMC 
OFF-E~lL 

7 184 

~' 
'. ,,:: 

.t·· 

,."- ...... 

~, -'0j.I, __ ._ "'~., ..... 

USN 
OFF ENL 2"" -1-

'.r' 

' .. ;i:_ 
':- ; . ' .... ,. ~.:~ 

K. !'-fEmrCA1/DE1IlTA.L AFFAIRS 

1 •. Patient 10ss 

a. :During the month of December, 1050 patients were seen at sick car 
for an average of thirty-two patients per day. 154 patients were seen at 
denta1 sick call. e 

2. Mm)CAP/DENTCAP. See Part III Paragraph J (Civil Action). 

3. Sanitati'?!!.. Considering the crowded conrli hons -'in -the ,troops .berthin" 
area, sanitation wo,s satisfactory. 

SEle Part IV. 

M. COMMUNICATIONS 

1. Equipment 

a. Supply . '., e 
As of 02 January 1968, all T/E equipment was on hand or on order._ 

Field message books are in short supply. The shortage of handsets, H-138/H-1f· 
and' tape antennas, AT-897 remains critical. At least 40 handsets a.nd 25 tape 
antennas are needed to replace unserviceable ones or to complete the AN/PRC-2:, 
radio sets and 1~/GR1~-39 remotes. 

b. Maintenance 

(1) The battalion electronics techniCians, supplemented by tech­
n1C1ans from lngistics Support Unit, 3rd FSR maintained all equipment satis­
factorily~ 

(2) The f,N/TPS-21 ra.dar sets were not repaired during rehabilita. 
tion n.t Suhic Bay, R. P. r1ue to lack of replncement p,'1rts. 

2. Message Traffic 

The total number 
-mitted'ana 5:06 received. 

,-".":'~:'.;~~~, 

of messages handled during the period was 97 trans­
T'nis W'LS about average for the battalion. 

OO~~~&~~n~~~lID [~r 
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b. Replacements

USMC USN
OFF ENL OFF ENL
7 184 12

K. MEDICAL/DENTAL AFFAIRS

1. Patient Loss

a. During the month of December, 1050 patients were seen at sick cal
for an average of thirty-two patients per day. 154 patients were seen at
dental sick call.

2. MFDCAP/DENTCAP. See Part III Paragraph J (Civil Action).

3. Sanitation. Considering the crowded conditions in the troops berthin
area, sanitation was satisfactory.

L. INTELLIGENCE

See Part IV.

M. COMMUNICATIONS

1. Equipment

a. Supply

As of 02 January 1968, all T/E equipment was on hand or on order.

Field message books are in short supply. The shortage of handsets, H-138/H-18
and tape antennas, AT-897 remains critical. At least 40 handsets and 25 tape
antennas are needed to replace unserviceable ones or to complete the AN/PRC-2>
radio sets and AN/GRA-39 remotes.

b. Maintenance

(1) The battalion electronics technicians, supplemented by tech-
nicians from Logistics Support Unit, 3rd FSR maintained all equipment satis-
factorily.

(2) The AN/TPS-21 radar sets were not repaired during rehabilita
tion at Subic Bay, R. P. due to lack of replacement parts.

2. Message Traffic

The total number of messages handled during the period was 97 trans-
mitted and 5:06 received. This was about average for the battalion.
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Operations/Training 

a. Operations 

(1) There was one training o-perAtion and tvlO ma,ior combat op­
erations during this period in which comm~~ications were satisfactory with 
certain discrepancies. From the combat operA-tions it was learned that the 
AN/PRC-25 is not powerful enough for adeql~at'e ship to shore communications 
unless the ship lays close to shore. This problem can be corrected by using 
the RT-524 in the MRC-109 con.figuration. Unfortunately this setup is not: 
always flexible enough to meet every situation. Often terrain precludes 
successful employment of radio vehicles. An alternate solution is the utili­
zati.on of portable high frequency radio equipment (i. e. , the AN/PRC-47). 
This has only met with limited success. The problem is still under' investi­
gation. It is <1.1so apparent that the frequency spectrum of the AN/PRC-25 is 
not broad enough to accornmodateall of the nets of a battalion landing team 
and in country units operating in ad.iacent areas without rrru.tual interference 
problems. . . 

(2) During Operation FORTRESS RIDGE, from 21-24 Dec 61 field 
message books, handsets H-nS/H-189, tape antennas AT-B97, and repair/replace­
ment parts for the RT-505 were critically short and could not be acquired frC'.-:­
~T)'ply sources. 

. (3) During Opera.tion BJ,DGER TOOTH, from 26 December'1967 i.. 

02 January 1968, there were no operational communication or resupply problems 
that weren It solved. Repair/replacement parts and components for the AN/PRe.· 
.Tere still in short supply but not to the extent that the mission was impairec. 
This was <'lue to the efforts of maintenance personnel. Two RT 505' s and two 

.handsets H-138 were destroyed by enemy action. 

b. Training 

(1) A formal field radio operatior's school was not conducted dUf 
. to personnel being dispersed. 

(2) "lhile at Subic B'C.y a class was held for company rn,dio opera­
tors on communication security and operating tech.YJ.iques • 

. \ 

! 

(3) Additional radin operator training wA.sreceived during the 
landing exercise at Subic Bay. 

4. Supnort 

Special Landing Force com..tIlUnications provided personnel and equipmen-:; 
for ship-board communications and message center' facilities. 

\' ,·~i;~~;:r;'~·~l 
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3. Operations/Training

a. Operations

(1) There was one training operation and two major combat op-
erations during this period in which communications were satisfactory with
certain discrepancies. From the combat operations it was learned that the
AN/PRC-25 is not powerful enough for adequate ship to shore communications
unless the ship lays close to shore. This problem can be corrected by using
the RT-524 in the MRC-109 configuration. Unfortunately this setup is not
always flexible enough to meet every situation. Often terrain precludes
successful employment of radio vehicles. An alternate solution is the utili-
zation of portable high frequency radio equipment (i. e., the AN/PRC-47).
This has only met with limited success. The problem is still under investi-
gation. It is also apparent that the frequency spectrum of the AN/PRC-25 is
not broad enough to accommodate all of the nets of a battalion landing team
and in country units operating in adjacent areas without mutual interference
problems.

(2) During Operation FORTRESS RIDGE, from 21-24 Dec 67 field
message books, handsets H=138/H-189, tape antennas AT-897, and repair/replace-
ment parts for the RT-505 were critically short and could not be acquired froc

supply sources.

(3) During Operation BADGER TOOTH, from 26 December 1967 -
02 January 1968, there were no operational communication or resupply problems
that weren't solved. Repair/replacement parts and components for the AN/PRC--
were still in short supply but not to the extent that the mission was impaired
This was due to the efforts of maintenance personnel. Two RT 505's and two
handsets H-138 were destroyed by enemy action.

b. Training

(1) A formal field radio operation's school was not conducted due
to personnel being dispersed.

(2) While at Subic Bay a class was held for company radio opera-
tors on communication security and operating techniques.

(3) Additional radio operator training was received during the
landing exercise at Subic Bay.

4. Support

Special Landing Force communications provided personnel and equipment
for ship-board communications and message center facilities.
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• 
1.' 1-27 December 1967, weather throughout this period was favorable and 

did nOlt 'hinder the training program, or p,ctual operations. 

2. 28 December 1967 - 02 January 1 968 - See Part' IV. ' 

O.FIRE Sl.:"PPORT 

1. 1-18 December 1967. 

a.W Btry,2d Bn, 11 ~;1 Marines 

W Btry was transported to Subic 'Bay, Philippines aboard the USS ,_ 
Valley Forge, where they participated in the rehabilitation and training 
progr[:m~ 'f'raining condl~cted at the Zambales training area inoluded setting 
up thn battery in direct support of the BLT infantry u.>'J.its. One day was allot 
to a live fire exercise. '1;1 Btry participated in two helo-lifts into an 
Qbjective 'area, estA,blishing a f:i,ring position and f~ring simulated fire 
missions. 

b. C Btry, 1st Bn, 11th M~rines ' 

C Btry 'Wr'.S trnnsported, to SUbic Bay, Philirmines ab~ara: 'the USS -
Alamo and participated in the same rehabilitation and training as did 1" Btry. 
During trnining at the Zamba1t?s training areaC Btry landed by, tOM, positioner, 
the battery to ,fire, and conducted a live firing exercise, firing both direct 
'and indirect fire •. C Btry landed with th~ remainder of the BLT on the land~ 
exercise ' .... here the battery fired simulated fire missions in direot support 0, \ 

BLT 3/1 infantry units. .. ,..,., 

c. Na.W'1,l Gunfire Shore Fire Control Party 

On 10 and 11 December~ N~valGunfireTraining was held for the 
Battalion L<mding Team's Shore Fire Control ParlY. Trniningwas conducted at 
the 'Tabones· navf-11 gunfire range with the services of the USS Lofberg (Dn 759). 
Members of the SFCP,. ,o'perating "from an observation point on the beach, called 
indirect and modified illuminat:ion ntLssinns. The USS Lofberg provit;led out­
stMding support" expending t:l.npr0xi!!lntely 300 rounds of 5 inch ammunition. 
Each member of the S7CP was able to 0('.11 and adjust at least two missions. 

2. 19 TIecember 1967 - 02 January 1968. 

Se.e Part IV. 

P. AIR SUPPORT 

1 • 1-18 December 1967. 

. :"r:' 
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N. WEATHER

1. 1-27 December 1967, weather throughout this period was favorable and
did not hinder the training program, or actual operations.

2. 28 December 1967 - 02 January 1968 - See Part IV.

O. FIRE SUPPORT

1. 1-18 December 1967.

a. W Btry, 2d Bn, 11th Marines

W Btry was transported to Subic Bay, Philippines aboard the USS
Valley Forge, where they participated in the rehabilitation and training
program. Training conducted at the Zambales training area included setting
up the battery in direct support of the BLT infantry units. One day was allot
to a live fire exercise. W Btry participated in two helo-lifts into an
objective area, establishing a firing position and firing simulated fire
missions.

b. C Btry, 1st Bn, 11th Marines

C Btry was transported to Subic Bay, Philippines aboard the USS
Alamo and participated in the same rehabilitation and training as did W Btry.
During training at the Zambales training area C Btry landed by LCM, positione
the battery to fire, and conducted a live firing exercise, firing both direct
and indirect fire. C Btry landed with the remainder of the BLT on the landi
exercise where the battery fired simulated fire missions in direct support O.-

BLT 3/1 infantry units.

C. Naval Gunfire Shore Fire Control Party

On 10 and 11 December, Naval Gunfire Training was held for the
Battalion Landing Team's Shore Fire Control Party. Training was conducted at
the Tabones naval gunfire range with the services of the USS Lofberg (DD 759).
Members of the SFCP, operating from an observation point on the beach, called
indirect and modified illumination missions. The USS Lofberg provided out-
standing support, expending approximately 300 rounds of 5 inch ammunition.
Each member of the SFCP was able to call and adjust at least two missions.

2. 19 December 1967 - 02 January 1968.

See Part IV.

P. AIR SUPPORT

DECLASSHFIED

1. 1-18 December 1967.
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a. HMM-262 provided CH-46l\.'s for mcdeye,cs, tacticnl and administra­
tive troop movements, anrl reconnRissarice flights, as well as training the 
various up.its ill loaiJing an1 unloading s-q:ch items as Howtars, 106mm Recoilless 
Rifles, varirms' types of ~pdi·6' \rehicles, c:oo. Gxternal loads while the BLT was 
undergoing traiqing in the S1.).bic Bay area •. 

b. Marine A-4 I S from Vl'1A-223 and Philippine F-86F's and P-5' s from 
the 5th and 6th Philip-P:i.ne fi'ighter Squadrons provided simulated close air 
support d1..'.ring the peri(vi 11 Dec - 15 :Dec. These missions provided invaluable 
training for the battalion's FilC's and. g~,ve tpeFSCC practice in coordinating 
Air Strikes with other tyPes of fire support. They also served to accustom 
the troops to high speed jet airCraft flying close overhead. 

2. 19 December 1967 - 02 January 1968. 

See Part rr. 

\ID~®ll:~~~~wn~@ 
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a. HMM-262 provided CH-46A's for medevacs, tactical and administra-
tive troop movements, and reconnaissance flights, as well as training the
various units in loading and unloading such items as Howtars, 106mm Recoilless
Rifles, various types of redio vehicles, and external loads while the BLT was
undergoing training in the Subic Bay area.

b. Marine A-4's from VMA-223 and Philippine F-86F's and F-5's from
the 5th and 6th Philippine Fighter Squadrons provided simulated close air
support during the period 11 Dec - 15 Dec. These missions provided invaluable
training for the battalion's FAC's and gave the FSCC practice in coordinating
Air Strikes with other types of fire support. They also served to accustom
the troops to high speed jet aircraft flying close overhead.

2. 19 December 1967 - 02 January 1968.

See Part IV.
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HEADQ,UARTERS 
Battalion Landing Team 3/1 

@~@~~$~uWij~@ FPO, San Francisco, 96602 
03/DBR/rmh ·r ........... ~~ 

3000 . .' 
6 Jan 196t\ 
Serial No. 0001 .. 6'$ 

I 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commander, Special LA,nding "'orce Bravo 

Subj: Combpt After Pl.ction Report (Oper ... .tion FORTRESS RIDGE). 

Ref: (a) MAPS: VIETN.AM, AMS 1 :50,000 Series L7014, Sheet 6442 IV. 
(b' FrAg Order for Operation FORTRESS arnGE •. ' 

Enol: '(1)~ Operation Overlay, Phase I •. 
(2) ..... Operation Overlay, Phase II. 

1. Operati~n FORTRESS RIDGE. 

2. ~ates of Operation 

a. Phase! Operation FORTRESS RIDGE, 210928H-211500H Dec 1967. 
b. Phase II Operation FORTRESS RIDGE, 21-24 ~o 1967 •. 
c. Phase rv Operation FORTRESS RIlGE, 24 Dec 1967. , 

3. Location 

a. Phase I was conducterl in Gio Linh District, Quang Tri Province, 
Republic of Vietnam. , . . 

b. Phase II was conducted in the same ~rea as Phase ~. 
c. Phase IV was conducted from the same area. 

4. Task OrP'8.nization 

BLT:;!1 '.' .: 
H&,S Co~ .. ) (Rein) 

Det:; Hq En . 
Det Comm PIt, Ha Co, 1 st M:'J,r 
:net Btry Ct (Rein), 1st Bn, 11th ~.9r 
net ~ent~l Co, 9th MAB 
2d Plt, (Rein), Co C, 1st Med Bn 
3d PIt, (Rein), Co A, 1st EngEn 
net LSU, For Log Cmd 
, st Plt , (Rein), Co A, 1st MT En' 

1 of 10 
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' .. Lt. Col. MCQUO\:lR. 
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HEADQUARTERS
Battalion Landing Team 3/1

DECLASS!FIED
FPO, San Francisco, 96602

03/DBH/rmh
3000
6 Jan 1968
Serial No. 0001-68new

From: Commanding Officer
Commander, Special Landing Force BravoTo:

He

Subj: Combat After Action Report (Operation FORTRESS RIDGE).

(a) MAPS: VIETNAM, AMS 1:50,000 Series L7014, Sheet 6442 IV.Ref:
(b) Frag Order for Operation FORTRESS RIDGE.

(1) Operation Overlay, Phase I.Encl:
(2) -Operation Overlay, Phase II.

1. Operation FORTRESS RIDGE.

2. Dates of Operation

a. Phase I Operation FORTRESS RIDGE, 210928H-211500H Dec 1967.
b. Phase II Operation FORTRESS RIDGE, 21-24 Dec 1967.
C. Phase IV Operation FORTRESS RIDGE, 24 Dec 1967.

3. Location

RidGE

a. Phase I was conducted in Gio Linh District, Quang Tri Province,
Republic of Vietnam.

b. Phase II was conducted in the same area as Phase I.
c. Phase IV was conducted from the same area.

4. Task Organization

BLT 3/1 Lt. Col. MCQUOWNH&S Co (-) (Rein)
Det, Hq Bn
Det Comm Plt, Hg Co, 1st Mar
Det Btry C, (Rein), 1st Bn, 11th Mar

DECLASSIFIED

Det Dental Co, 9th MAB
24 Plt, (Rein), Co C, 1st Med En
3d Plt, (Rein), Co A, 1st Eng Bn
Det LSU, For Log Cmd
1st Plt, (Rein), Co A, 1st MT Bn

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:
DECLASSIFULED AFTER 12 YEARS
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Co I (Rein) 
Co I 
Det H&S Co 
FAe Tm 
I)e t :flIed P1 t 
FO Tm, 81 1Il.'ll Mort PH 
1st & 2d Sec, 8imm Mort Plt 
Det Btry C (Rein), 1st Bn, 11th Mar 
Tm, 3d PIt, (Rein), Co A, 1 st Eng Btl 

Co K (Rein) 
Co K 
Det H&S Co 
FAC Till 
'1)et Med PIt.· 
'FO Tm,'81mm Mort PIt 
3d & 4th Sec, 81mm MOrt PIt 
Det Btry C (Rein), 1st ~n; ~1t~ ~r 
rr'm,~; (Rein), Co A, 1 st Eng Bn 

Co L (Rein) 
Co L 
TJet H&S Co 
:F'AC Tm 
Det Med Plt 
F0Tm, 81mm MOrt Plt 
Det Btry C, (Rein), 1st En, 11th Mar 
Tm, ~d PIt, ~Rein), Co A, 1st Eng En 

Co }\i (Rein) 
Co M 
Det H&S Co 
irO Tm, 81 mm Mort PIt 
Det Btry C (Rein), 1st En, 11th M~r 

rrm, 3d Plt, (Rein), Co A, 1 st Eng Bn 

I 
106rnrn RR PIt 

Btg G (Rein) (-), 1st :En, 11th Mar 

Btry W, 2d En. 11th Mar 

3d PIt. (Rein), Co Cr 1 st Tk PIt 

4th Pl. t, (Rein), Co ]3,. 3d ArnTrac ~n 

:(J,;,;;~~t:;lt,~~n:), Co D, 1st Recon En, 

, .':.' t3d"P1 t, '~ein), Co C, 1 st AT En 
.,,',. ",\ . . w·,.. 

:... . ,'~ . ,,,." .",.,. , . ,. . 
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Capt MORAN 

Capt RF£.AL 

Capt RU:BBLE 

Capt THOMAS 

Lt THOMPSON 

Capt MCLAUGHLIN 

Capt WINKL1'R 

Lt PARIS!! 

Lt METZIGER 
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DANCI
ASSIGNED DECLASSIFIED

Co I (Rein) Capt MORAN
Co I
Det H&S Co
FAC Tm
Det Med Plt
FO Tm, 81 mm Mort Pit
1st & 2d Sec, 81mm Mort Plt
Det Btry C (Rein), 1st Bn, 11th Mar
Tm, 3d Plt, (Rein), Co A, 1st Eng Bn

Co K (Rein) Capt REGAL
Co K
Det H&S Co
FAC Tm
Det Med Plt
FO Tm, 81mm Mort Plt
3d & 4th Sec, 81mm Mort Plt
Det Btry C (Rein), 1st Bn, 71th Mar
I'm, 3d Plt, (Rein), Co A, 1st Eng Bn

Co L (Rein) Capt HUBBLE
Co L
Det H&S Co
FAC Tm
Det Med Plt
FO Tm, 81 mm Mort Plt
Det Btry C, (Rein), 1st Bn, 11th Mar
Tm, 3d Plt, (Rein), Co A, 1st Eng Bn

Co M (Rein) Capt THOMAS
Co M
Det H&S Co
FO Tm, 81mm Mort Plt
Det Btry C (Rein), 1st Bn, 11th Mar
Tm, 3d Plt, (Rein), Co A, 1st Eng Bn

106mm RR Plt Lt THOMPSON

Btry C (Rein) (-), 1st Bn, 11th Mar Capt MCLAUGHLIN

Btry W, 2d Bn, 11th Mar Capt WINKLER

3d Plt, (Rein), Co C, 1st Tk Plt Lt PARISH

4th Plt, (Rein), Co B, 3d AmTrac Bn Lt METZIGER

st Plt, (Rein), Co D, 1st Recon Bn Lt YOUNG

DECLASSIFIED
3d PL t, (Rein), Co C, 1st AT Bn
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Su'P?)ortinR' Forces 

• " 
, , ' ' , ( 

a~ The y~,ricty and quantity ofsup"I1rting forceC! during Operation 
FORTRESS HI1G'~ were those' nOl'l!1ally tt'!sk org"n~ze~, to' aBLT, and 
thosenssigned, missions' of genera,l and direct supDort of a BLT. 
Air, artillery, nawtl gunfire, n.nd 107mm mortt,r battery p..nd 81mm 
mortars all nlayc(l ah imnortant part in the ~xe,cution of 'FORTRESS 
R.IDG'B.':'·,; .:',,' ~; 

b." "Artill-c'ry. ,'li'tillery support 'was availar1e an4 u.tilizen hy the 
'hattal~.on during' the otl~rA.ii(.lp~. All, mi,ss~pll'\~ ,WHre either i,mmediate 
or' 1')re-blanned.The nreplanneo' J!liss;i"n~, cQn~isted'-c'>;f; net,! and night 
>'1et'ensive fires 13.rcunti com'Pany pnsitipns.~' 'Tho immediate misSions 
we're' fire1 'on' susTlecte~, and ~ni:nm er1~my 'Positions an'!, on t<trgets of 
o'P'P('Jrtu~i ty. ' 

c. A totn.1 'Of 692, 10Smm rouni,s were exnendei'i rm this otlern.tbn. Also, 
325, H'17mm J'mmds were fire~. 

d~ !\'ir Sur:port~' Air' 9UPT1ort was utilizer1in both ''')hases of tt'ORTRESS 
RnGki. Fixe:l wing fighter 8,tt.nck aircrl'l.ft ,'''ere from 1 ~t MAH anr'!. VTI'r·F. 
Both LZ 'RobinnnrJ.' HP,Wk,re'ce'.ived r.rep air,strikes.'i;>ixe~, ,.ring support 
"m.s cpnsidp.re?i to be adent~",te. A.tot~11 of 80, 500 Ibs bombs, 62, 25,0 

'lbsbombs, 14, 500 lbs na.-palm, 380, 2.75:rockcts','nnd 2950, 20mmroundf. 
were'expen~ed by l1.i1' s,):p"·ort. OheUH-1E c,'I.uishipolaimed -' KIA (p). 
A totrtl of 6, ,flightS' A'::4's, 5 flir,'hts .11.-1 'snnd 1 flight of F-4 's 
comprise,i the fixed \.rinp.' sup:port. ' 
Relicoutor sup~ort ,.IDs TlTOvideri by ID4J'l 262 which' initially 9upplieri 
threp. CFf-46 hclico:oter,s for the ship to shore, movement. L"lter a 
fo~rth helicopter .joined in the buili up ashore. The Withdrawal wns 
'morerapi~ anrl smoother due to the frct that "/0 har'!, seven helicopters; 
R~licol'tcr C'!llcort, commnnrl 'an(l control, anti visual reconnn.issanc'e was 
provided by V']\10- 3' which -provided t,.,o armed UH-1 E' s~:nd one slick 
thtoup;hout the operntion; and by VMo-6 who I'l.s~isted with two adriitional 
nrmed mI-1 :<:'s for a -1nc";'h..'1.lf dny period 1uring the otieration. ' 

e. : Nnv91Gunfire.' J-mml gunfire wr.S Ilv2,ilal,le anrl on stnti"n throughout 
. the o~eration F0"r.lTHBSS RrnG1l:~ SUJ'Po~' ships we:ce: " USS Newport News 

teA 148), US'~ Manley (Dt 940), and USSO'Bannon' (nil 450). Missions 
fired cr;msisted of' "'ran fire, H&I fired. !'l.t Suspected enemy troop 

·llositlrins, a.nr! mortar positions.' Wring the withdra~ of the BLT 
the US~ r'~fJnley an~ O':Bannon fired covering 'fire. A total of 93, 8 incr. 
ltttdr;'78, 5 inchrouhrls' 'tffl.S fire~ • Naval p,unfire "rovided valuable 
sWP)'lO!"t th:rOUp.l1l,ut the o11eration. ,-

In:tel=fi~ence 

a.'nem! Strerir-th', ')iturition :l,n'~ Cn.'tx"hilities 'Prior t~ O,ern.ti()li F'01l.TRESS 
fH:)G"~. 

h) Snemy StrenJ~th. I}rior to O""erntion FORTHESSl1TIlGE anr! within the 
primary n.rea of interest the follOWing unj.ts were identified: 
the 31 11nttalion of the SC3 NVA Re~iment with ~.n estimated stre-:ngt.' 
of 450~ the K.400 Loca)F6rce Com,!Jany with ,M. eaU,"ll1ted strength 
of 95, anrltl.n unidentified Main Force Batta.l:L:1n with M unknown 

, ':,strength • 
. ,:~~~.~~~ .. 
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5. Supporting Forces

a. The variety and quantity of supporting forces during Operation
FORTRESS RIDGE were those normally task organized to a BLT, and
those assigned missions of general and direct support of a BLT.
Air, artillery, navel gunfire, and 107mm mortar battery and 81mm
mortars all played an important part in the execution of FORTRESS
RIDGE.

b. Artillery. Artillery support was available and utilized by the
battalion during the operation. All missions were either immediate
or preplanned. The preplanned missions consisted of H&I and night
defensive fires around company positions. The immediate missions
were fired on suspected and known enemy positions and on targets of
opportunity.

C. A total of 692, 105mm rounds were expended on this operation. Also,
325, 107mm rounds were fired.

d. Air Surport. Air support was utilized in both phases of FORTRESS
RIDGE. Fixed wing fighter attack aircraft were from 1st MAW and VNAF.
Both LZ Robin and He.wk received crep air strikes. Fixed wing support
was considered to be adequate. A total of 80, 500 lbs bombs, 62, 250
lbs bombs, 14, 500 lbs napalm, 380, 2.75 rockets, and 2950, 20mm rounds
were expended by air support. One UH-1E gunship claimed 3 KIA (P).
A total of 6 flights A-4's, 5 flights A-1's and 1 flight of F-4's
comprised the fixed wing support.
Heliconter support was provided by HMM 262 which initially supplied
three CH-46 helicorters for the ship to shore movement. Later a
fourth heliconter joined in the build up ashore. The withdrawal was
more rapid and smoother due to the fact that we had seven helicopters.
Helicopter excort, command and control, and visual reconnaissance was
provided by VMO-3 which provided two armed UH-1E's and one slick
throughout the operation; and by VMO-6 who assisted with two additional
armed UH-1E's for a one-half day period during the oneration.

e. Naval Gunfire. Naval gunfire was available and on station throughout
the operation FORTRESS RIDGE. Support ships were: USS Newport News
(CA 148), US Manley (D7 940), and USS O'Bannon (DD 450). Missions
fired consisted of eren fire, H&I fired at suspected enemy troop
positions, and mortar positions. During the withdrawal of the BLT
the US Manley and O'Bannon fired covering fire. A total of 93, 8 inch
and 578, 5 inch rounds was fired. Naval gunfire provided valuable
support throughout the operation.

6. Intelligence

a. Enemy Strength, Situation and Croabilities prior to Operation FORTRESS
RIDGE
(1) Enemy Strength. Prior to Oreration FORTRESS RIDGE and within the

primary area of interest the following units were identified:
the 3a Battalion of the 803 NVA Regiment with an estimated strengt
of 450, the K.400 Local Force Company with an estimated strength
of 95, and an unidentified Main Force Battalion with an unknown
strength.

DECLASSIFIED3 of 10
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1~~mY q~~~~~$~!~@to O"""tion ~OUTR:-~~,~t~~~~ta( 
reTlorts nf num0r"us NVA' si'fhtings ~,n0. 'pont:=::cts. There \-1cre, ., 

b.o 

. v'''''· . . ", .,... ~ 

sC'!veral instf'l.nces of e.nel"1Y SA fire c(")uple1' \Ath-'incident~ of 
finrlin,"" rocket l'mnching sites ~'.nJ monbr sites. The enemy h?d 

"limHe"1 de f'ensi ve. cs,pahili ties, <l,lt:hotW,-h the terrain favbred 
him, n.nd the dis-nosition of his trooP~'"iaide:i him in sli~t,"'t,ihlitt~ 
defensive positions [In'!. su-pply caches).' Theenerny was cxpect~d 
to attack \IIi th .mortars and rockets At ~;'ny time, and. with small 
units when a.ctivity W\S :to their advan'j;nge. Their 'tactics were 
expected to be to delay"our anvance with small unit ambushes, 
int erd1.' cHons of LOO IS, 't ('!rrorisml sab~~I'l.. t~e, a.s well as the 
utilization of mines and surprise:~ fi~~,hP, devices .. , 

(3) Enemy CapabilitGs. The unite mezi'i()ne.~ above, utilizing their 
orgnnic "lC:tTlons thad .the rollowi.i\~ ca-@.bilities: 
a. To atkck at a time of his cht10sing within the AOA with forcE'" 

and armn.ment at his disposal ~"t '~:' , ' 

b. To defend in -present positions in:;;'ur area of res11onsibility. 
c. To delay in present -positions with. forces locally available. 
d. 'ro reinforce with any or ill o.f th:e forces in the contiguous 

area to the north and west. ' 
El1em.y Strength and Situation During Operation FORTRBSS RIDGE 

~.-': 

('r) ,~.1 1)ece_mb~~.!._19.f7,. At 1324H India GO!IjPanY received enemy mortar 
fire at LZ Hawk believed to be 81 mm o~ 82mm mortars. 
At 150()H India Compc-my reported: receiVing SAF, ~wr, and hand .. 
grenades from a fortified position (yq 3074).', ,., 
At 1600H Ind.ia Company report0!l reoeiVing several rounds 82mm fre.;· 
an unknown -position. ;':, 
At 1800H. In(lia Company reported co mini under, intense 82I1l11l ,mort:ar 

. fire after landin~, ann anproxima.te+~.'i3., 500 'rd.:s' A1.1F froni QQ"estime. ;; .. ," 
oqmp'any sized. enemy force. ,,~ere w~+W£ 7 USHO KIA t s 'and 9 ":W1A t S ; 

4 of the,KIA"s were shot, in,the'head,~1ndicating highly eff~:¢;ient ' 
sniper fire. India fotind 1 PJ{..;47 ann' a cave containing 60niin"'1'oun:', 
Iiidia capturen gear iholuding one Chicom light ,machine gun type 5'". 
Sere No. 932402, Chicom tyr'le 56 Assault rifle with markings of le ,; , 
aide of stock (2i inch circle of white ~Rint with numerals 4 over 
three horizontal lines between numerals), believed to be a unit 
ident ifioation~ 
At 1750H 11 Company received 5 rds 82mm fire which inl'pacted to the 
south of their positinn. ,l:;' 
At 1808R JI!' Comna.n.Y' received an ad~iti"nal 7 rds 82mm fire at (YD, 
3(2735). ~ 
At 1815R rIT Comnany received 20-~O;,~rds SA from a heavily fortifi.~~." ,,' 
positi0n. ltlhile assaulti.ng the P6sition, M Co received 16-20·'rc.c; 
82I!lm fire. The enemy position was aSsam. ted ani overrun with, ta.! :', 

(2) 2~._TJ.? .. <:L~mp~~.,.19q'I. At 0130H CTG 79.5 sent an Intelligence Report" .: , 
to BLT 3/1 that C~4 will be attacked S00n, ,no time was designated ~ 
Ratinp: :B-2 (YD 3112). ' . 
At 0830H M Com~any found a hole (m 297746) containin~ 50 rds 60m.\ 
Chioom mortar r<:ls ann the remains of 3 bodies. 
At 0930R J.1 Company (YD 298750) found 4. dud 250 Ib bombs, 30 rocke' 
sites, and 2 B-40 rockets loaded and aimed.' Engineers destroyed 

··:·,t~. material. 4 of 10 @~~ILbl~~~~'''''''1ID 1 
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(2) Enemy Situation. Prior to Operation FORTRESS RIDGE there were
reports of numerous NVA sightings and contacts. There were
several instances of enemy SA fire coupled with incidents of
finding rocket launching sites and mortar sites. The enemy had
limited defensive capabilities, although the terrain favored
him, and the disposition of his troops aided him in sustaining
defensive positions and supply caches. The enemy was expected
to attack with mortars and rockets at any time, and with small
units when activity was to their advantage. Their tactics were
expected to be to delay our advance with small unit ambushes,
interdictions of LOC's, terrorism sabotarie, as well as the
utilization of mines and surprised firing devices.

(3) Enemy Capabilites. The units mentioned above, utilizing their
organic weapons, had the following capabilities:
a. To attack at a time of his choosing within the AOA with force.

and armament at his disposal.
b. To defend in present positions in our area of responsibility,
C. To delay in present positions with forces locally available.
d. To reinforce with any or all of the forces in the contiguous

area to the north and west.
b. Enemy Strength and Situation During Operation FORTRESS RIDGE

(1) 21 December, 1967. At 1324H India Company received enemy mortar
fire at LZ Hawk believed to be 81mm or 82mm mortars.
At 1500H India Company reported: receiving SAF, AWF, and hand
grenades from a fortified position (YD 3074).
At 1600H India Company reported receiving several rounds 82mm from
an unknown position.
At 1800H India Company reported coming under intense 82mm mortar
fire after landing, and approximately 3500 rds AWF from an estimate

company sized enemy force. There were 7 USMC KIA!s and 9 WIA's;
4 of the KIA's were shot in the head, indicating highly efficient
sniper fire. India found 1 AK-47 and a cave containing 60mm roun
India captured gear including one Chicom light machine gun type 5
Ser. No. 932402, Chicom type 56 Assault rifle with markings of le
side of stock (21 inch circle of white paint with numerals 4 over
three horizontal lines between numerals), believed to be a unit
identification.
At 1750H M Company received 5 rds 82mm fire which impacted to the
south of their position.
At 1808H M Company received an additional 7 rds 82mm fire at (YD
302735).
At 1815H M Company received 20-30 rds SA from a heavily fortified
position. While assaulting the position, M Co received 16-20 rda
82mm fire. The enemy position was assauited and overrun with tar

(2) 22 December. 1967. At 0130H CTG 79.5 sent an Intelligence Report
to BLT 3/1 that C-4 will be attacked soon, no time was designated
Rating B-2 (YD 3172).
At 0830H M Company found a hole (YD 297746) containing 50 rds 60nm
Chicom mortar rds and the remains of 3 bodies.
At 0930H M Company (YD 298750) found 4 dud 250 lb bombs, 30 rocket

sites, and 2 B-40 rockets loaded and aimed. Engineers destroyed
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At 1020H I'Company (YD 289750) after moving 10n meters into the 
treeline 'pa.sse~ the houndary line a.nd came under AWF of approxirnate-

.3.00 rounds. ,They also receivecl approximately 35 r"ls of 82mm and 1 
Rll.ssii3.n tYJ)e' rocket. There were 2 VC KIA's and: the following gea.r 
was captured: 1 .£~K-47'Ser. ~To. (2Q2')12\ 1 K-44 Sere ·No. (289574) 
and assort8d photos,documents and individual gear • 
. At 1415H Crn 301741) set in ePE for afternoon position and found 
.numerous heavily secured' bunkers and gep-r. 
At 1730H't Company (YD 284618) receiitod,80. ;rds AWF-SAF from an 
estimated. 6 e~em:y force~. ,across the river. ,The:r:e was 1 VC KIA. 
At 2130H 1 st ArnTtac En detecte,d digging noises at' (YD 316723) and 
ette.mpten observanoe with .Pps.;6 and Starlight scope. The area was 
illtciihatea. arid' en'coked for possibl'e friendlies in the area. The 
'results were negative.' . ' . . 

"(3)2.3.' Decemb~:r_1967" At07'30~'f100 I Company (n 2<:)6745) found and 
destroyed the following items: 3 rlud 105 ros, 1 dud 250 lb bomb, 
2,; 500 1 b b~mbs, 2 60mtn rounds, ~nd 3 bunkers. . Also, 15 holes were 
destroyed with E-tools. Three enemy bodies were found at (YJ;> 
231743). .,,', ' " , 
,A~ 0300-0800H (YD 231745) 2 NG'li' 'iriissions were fir~d which were 
observed by.an AO. ' ,There were 5 bunkers destroyed and 1 small 
secqndary explosion. The other NGF miSSion.. was not observed f'or a 
bomb iiariutae assessement., , ", 
At b830H M. Company (YD '29474Q ), while searching the area, found 
l' dud 25() Ib bomb. . ;' . 
t' . < • 

!\ t 1 325 H M Company found 1 Russian fla.o:, 1 ral1 y banner, 1 etters, 
,and various prol)agandFt pal)ers in a j;"oxh()le' at (YD 296145) • 
. At 1530H M Company (YD ;17736) foun1 a Soviet AT mine, weighing 
a:pproximately ,100 lb$ and was 14 inehes 'in' diameter. The mine 

" '. 1 A ~ , was destroyed WJ.th q- Ibs Clf C-'1" ~ " 
.At 16t..5H ,! COl!i.pnny (YD29674SY obse~ed 2 },N7~ soldiers movii!t.t' 'c 
into the Qre?- i ' • . ' 

-, ,..l!iasion. B:r:IT3/1 .c~nducts·~mphibious a.ssaults in ~ang Tri Province to 
l.ocate aI!-ri destr0y/capture enemy. forces, rocket/logistiCS caches, obta.i:::l 
i.nte:j.lige~ce, and be prepared. to conduct other o,perations on order. 

8. ~onc!=lpt of Q.E.eratiol!. ; 

.e. ' Phase I., (Enclosure 1) . 
(1 ), 9n l)-Day.BLT 3/1 conduct.s e rapid build up of. the landing 
. forces ashore ,and aggressive movement br all units to .secure 

the landing force: objective.·~ 
(2) Commencing at H-HoUr (210930HDec)L Com.pany is to'be landed 

by landing erA.ft over·Purple Benoh, attRck a.nd seize objective 
(4) •. On.order conduct S&D operations. ,,',: 

(3) Commencing atH-Hour (210930H Dec) M Company lands by LVT over 
Re1 Be~ch, a~tacksari1seiies objective (2), and conducts S&D 
operat;j;o!nS on order. ' 
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At 1020H I Company (YD 289750) after moving 100 meters into the
treeline passed the boundary line and came under AWF of approximate
300 rounds. They also received approximately 35 rds of 82mm and 1

Russian type rocket. There were 2 VC KIA's and the following gear
was captured: 1 AK-47 Ser. No. (202512), 1 K-44 Ser. No. (289574)
and assorted photos, documents and individual gear.
At 1415H (YD 301741) set in CPB for afternoon position and found
numerous heavily secured bunkers and gear.
At 1730H L Company (YD 284678) received 80 rds AWF-SAF from an
estimated 6 enemy forces across the river. There was 1 VC KIA.
At 2130H 1st AmTrac Bn detected digging noises at (YD 316723) and
attempted observance with PPS-6 and Starlight scope. The area was
illuninated and checked for possible friendlies in the area. The
results were negative.

(3) 23 December 1967. At 0730-1100 I Company (n 296745) found and
destroyed the following items: 3 dud 105 rds, 1 dud 250 lb bomb,
2,500 1b bombs, 2 60mm rounds, end 3 bunkers. Also, 15 holes were
destroyed with E-tools. Three enemy bodies were found at (YD
231743).
At 0300-0800H (YD 231745) 2 NGT missions were fired which were
observed by an AO. There were 5 bunkers destroyed and 1 small
secondary explosion. The other NGF mission was not observed for a
bomb damage assessement.
At 0830H M Company (YD 292749), while searching the area, found
1) dud 250 1b bomb.
At 1325H M Company found 1 Russian flag, 1 rally banner, letters,
and various propaganda papers in a foxhole at (YD 296745).
At 1530H M Company (YD 317736) found a Soviet AT mine, weighing
approximately 100 lbs and was 14 inches in diameter. The mine
was destroyed with 21/2 lbs of C-4.
At 1645H I Company (YD 296745) observed 2 NVA soldiers moving
into the area.

Mission. BLT 3/1 conducts amphibious assaults in Quang Tri Province to7.
Locate and destroy/capture enemy forces, rocket/logistics caches, obtain
intelligence, and be prepared to conduct other operations on order.

8. Concept of Operation

a. Phase I. (Enclosure 1)
(1) On D-Day BLT 3/1 conducts a rapid build up of the landing

forces ashore and aggressive movement by all units to secure
the landing force objective,

(2) Commencing at H-Hour (210930H Dec) L Company is to be landed
by landing craft over Purple Beach, attack and seize objective
(4) On order conduct S&D operations.

(3) Commencing at H-Hour (210930H Dec) M Company lands by LVT over
Red Beach, attacks and seizes objective (2), and conducts S&D
operations on order.
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DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED



.~ .' 

." 

9. 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • \- .. -
:~,'~ I ';;~ , •• 

•. ,. ~ ,., ... ,. I~i "w,< ~ 

, ;" 
~ ; 

...·,.·_·,:::~:,~:?4;: 

Commencing at L-Hour (211000H 1)ec) I Company is to land. in LZ Hawk, 
to att~ck a,nd seize c:ibiective (3)~ and on order conduct S&D 
opera tions. 

(5) Commencing 8t L-Hour( 211 OOOH Dec) K Company is to land in LZ 
Robin, to. att 8 ck and, seize objective (3), and on order conduct 
S&D operations., 

(6) 'c Btry (Re in), 1 st R.11, 11 th Mar landed. over Blue Beach by LCU and 
LCM 8 andestA.hlishelj, a' firing position within the 1 st Am'i'rac En ... 
compound and fired in general sup~ort. _ 

(7) 3rd PIt, (Rein), Co C" 1st Tk En landed over Orange "Beach by 
landing craft and moved into LSA perimeter, and. was ordered to 
beprepare~ to reinforce other llnits on order. 

(B) W Btry, 2nd En, 11th Mar were ordered to set up firing -Positions 
within the perimeter of the Pr()visional Cbmpany area. -

(9) 4th Plt, (Rein), Co B, 3rd AmTrac En provided th~ ship to shore ~ 
movement for M Company. ' ,., 

(10) The Provisional Comoony was to supnly secyrity for the Command 
Group and W Btry. 

b. Phase-II (Enclosure 2) 
(1) Contact was estah+ished with what was tho~~ht to be the 3rd Bn, 

803 Regt in the northeClstern -part of the ~rea of priJll1lrY concern. 
(2) Because of this contact BLT 3/1 was orderEd to crmtin'ile its S&D 

of the area and then remain in the same general area. 
c. Phase DT Commencing at 240700R ,D-ec the tactical withrlraWFll of BLT 
""'. 3(~ began. By 241100H Dec the withdrawal "m.s complete. . e 
l'-,-,,-ecu,aon 

:>.. Operat irm FORTRESS RInG'E--Belnw l'.re SignificP.n't event s list ed in 
chronological sequence. 
(-I) 21 (1928H Co M lands by LVT over Red Beach. , 
(2) 211CV'OH Co L lands bv LCM over Purple Be:'1,~h. 
(j3» 211000H Co K begins landing-in LZ Robin~ i' _ 

4 211050R Co I begins landing in LZ Hawk. 
5) ~11235H Co M arrives I)bj (2)--nocontA.ct. 
6) 211324H Co 1 receives incoming' 60mm mortar roUnds in LZ H8.wk. 

(7) 21134'5H Co I receives 6 to 8 82mm mortar rounds. 
(8) 211355H Co L swept through obj (4), and is holding position. 

Awnits further orders. 
(9) 211410R Co I received 6-8 rde 82mm. 

1
'0) 211435H Alnha Command Group departed USS Valley Forge. 
11) 211500H Co K secured obj (3). ". 
12) 211500H Command Group Alpha touched doWn in LZ Eagle. 

(1:S) 211515H Co I received automatic and s~-automatic weapons fire 
and hand grenades from a fortified p'-:-is.~tion. ' 

(14) 211520H Co I taking·inoreas~d fire, be.Ve wounded and are 
m~'-TIuevering toward fortified l'ositinn. 

(11)) 2115;OH Gunship re-poi'ts m?n in grGen uniform apparently hiding e 
in a hole (YD 2957-37). Also five pers.ons observen. in treeline 
(YD 3(5741). Request investigation. " '. 

(16) 211530B AO reports bupker comnlex (Yn 3Q3134) •. AO reports 15 
",""".~. --.i~~i'viduals at (YD 304743). Request invest" at ion. 

c'_",,'"!;~ , 6 ~£[~~l!l~~~WllOC I\:..-~--$-~W~-mlm~' 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIEDGOLU
ICU

(4) Commencing at L-Hour (211000H Dec) I Company is to land in LZ Hawk,
to attack and seize objective (3), and on order conduct S&D
operations.
Commencing at L-Hour (211000H Dec) K Company is to land in LZ(5)
Robin, to attack and seize objective (3), and on order conduct
S&D operations.

(6) C Btry (Rein), 1st Bn, 11th Mar landed over Blue Beach by LCU and
LCM 8 and established a firing position within the 1st AmTrac Bn

compound and fired in general support.
(7) 3rd Plt, (Rein), Co C, 1st Tk Bn landed over Orange Beach by

landing craft and moved into LSA perimeter, and was ordered to
be prepared to reinforce other units on order.

(8) W Btry, 2nd Bn, 11th Mar were ordered to set up firing positions
within the perimeter of the Provisional Company area.

(9) 4th Plt, (Rein), Co B, 3rd AmTrac Bn provided the ship to shore
movement for M Company.

(10) The Provisional Company was to supply security for the Command

Group and W Btry.
b. Phase "II (Enclosure 2)

(1) Contact was established with what was thought to be the 3rd Bn,
803 Regt in the northeastern part of the area of primary concern.

(2) Because of this contact BLT 3/1 was ordered to continue its S&D
of the area and then remain in the same general area.

Phase IV Commencing at 240700H Dec the tactical withdrawal of BLTC.

3/1 began. By 241100H Dec the withdrawal was complete.
9. Execution

a. Operation FORTRESS RIDGE--Below are significant events listed in
chronological sequence.
(1) 210928H Co M lands by LVT over Red Beach.

(2) 21100OH Co L lands by LCM over Purple Bench.

(3) 211000H Co K begins landing in LZ Robin.

211050H Co I begins landing in LZ Hawk.(4)
211235H Co M arrives obj (2)--no contact.(5)

(6) 211324H Co I receives incoming 60mm mortar rounds in LZ Hawk.
(7) 211345H Co I receives 6 to 8 82mm mortar rounds.
(8) 211355H Co L swept through obj (4), and is holding position.

Awaits further orders.
(9) 211410H Co I received 6-8 rds 82mm.

(10) 211435H Alnha Command Group departed USS Valley Forge.
211500H Co K secured obj (3).(11)

(12) 211500H Command Group Alpha touched down in LZ Eagle.
(13) 211515H Co I received automatic and semi-automatic weapons fire

and hand grenades from a fortified position.
(14) 211520H Co I taking increased fire, have wounded and are

manuevering toward fortified position.
(15) 211530H Gunship reports man in green uniform apparently hiding

in a hole (YD 295737). Also five persons observed in treeline
(YD 305741). Request investigation.

(16) 211530H AO reports bunker complex (YD 303734). AO reports 15
individuals at (YD 304743). Request investigation.

DECLASSIFIED
ASSIFIED6 of 10

DECLASSIFIED



, 

DECLASSIFIED 

\ 

211610H Co I reports incoming m";rt9.rs' (82rnrn) on their own 81mm 
mort"r sAction frl')m unknownareg. Request more AOts to fix 
enemy mortar positon. 

(18' 211710H Sent tanks up 'hench to join M Company to move on obj (1). 
(1 Q) 211750H Co J'.i rece i V8~ 5 rds 82mm mortar fire. . 
(20) ',211808H Co M received an additiona.l 7 rdsof 82mm mortar fire. 
(21) 211820R Co M swept through',ob,j (1) and will sweep 'back toward 

beach.' 
(22~'211830HCo.M and Co I establishing fight defensive position on 

obj (1). ' . " 
(23) : 211830HCo I summerizes diiys ccmtact, stating ~hey received 100 

ihcoming 82mm and. 60inm mortar:r'ourids and, a'Pproxirr.ately 3500 rds 
SA fire. Casualties were ·7USMd KIAts~ 9 USMC WIA's.' Four KIA's 
shot in head ind.icating sniper fire. 

(24) ,212,120H Co .. M su,rnmerized days contact, stati~'" they received 16 to 
20 rounds 82mm mortar, 20-30 rounds SA. Assaulted through obj 
with tMks, sustainer'l casual ties of 12 USMC WIA' s. 

(25) 212350H BLT 3/1 requests authority to conduct S&1) 1000 meters 
north of obj (1) (YD 300738) a.''11 inland 1 000 meters from beach. 
Request is due 'to contact with enemy foroe over company size. 

(26 ~ 
(27) 

(28) 

(YD 3017 A4 and YD 300739).' , 
220155H Request to go 1000 meters north was approved by SLF. 
220~15H CTG 79.5 flashed s€cret intelligence report that C-4 
'Positi0n was to be attacked soon.. Rate ]3.;.2. '. ' . , 
220808H Co I in contl".ct at ob,i (1). Permissbngranted to go 
1000 meters further north. 

(29) 220900H Co M found 3 TNA bodies, and 50 rde 60mm ,mortar Chicom. 
(30) 220905H Co I captured two weapons, 21 r1s 60mm mortar, grenades, 

rockets and assorted enemy 782 ge;cr.' , 
(31) 221035H ()ne tank assigneil to M Co and I CO Wc;tS hit by a RR rd. 

Crew casualties list,"d. as 2 14I .. \'6 'USMC, and 1 KIA USMC. "Tank 
ril'lmage 'Has tn turret' ann:'ser->rch light. ' .. ' .. 

(32) 221040H Co hI found t1 rtud 250 Ib bombs, 30 rocket site positions 
with aiming stakes, 2·:·rds 140mm rockets loaded and a,imed,. , 

(3'3) , 221155H India Co c~.me under hea.vy fire. Returned NGF t SA fire 
a.nn qOmm ta.me fire. Found weapons, 782 gear; photos and doc­
uments and sma.ll arms ammunition. Had 2 NVA I sKIA (0) • Also, 
1 KIA USMC I'l.nd 4 \-TIA' s USMC. ' .. 

(~4) 221203H'Tank i~~ble to move under own power. As, a result of 
action, rel)orts 2 NVA KIA's (C). , , , 

(35) 221450H ,Co I f.ound numerous he~tVi1y ,securer,!.. bunkers .. , Search 
revealed lar[l'e amounts of eflemy 702 gear, bloody battle dressings., 

(36) 221540H Co I found lar~e amounts of l~ ammo, and small arms ammo. 
Also, they found 10 60mm mort~.r rounds. . . 

(37) 221935H CO L ,.mile returning from S&D receiven 80 ras SA e.nd 
auto.wpns ,fire from west, across river. Est.' 3-6 en~my. 
Returned '150 rds 5.56, 25 rds M-79,rds, 8 rds 60mm ~ortar, 24 
rrls 105mm. One NIP KIA (C). ' '. 

(38),. 222340H 1st AmTr,q,c En reported hearing d,iggingnoise,(YD 316723). 
aeRrched area with ppS-6 a.nti Stnrlite scope, with negative results. 

(39) 230Q24H Co M foun~ nne dud 250 lb bomb, one dUd 82mm round. 

"" . . ..... ~ 7 of 10@~@~IiJ~~~WO~[ij)~ 
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(17) 211610H Co I reports incoming mortars (82mm) on their own 81mm
morter section from unknown area. Request more AO!s to fix
enemy mortar positon.

(18) 211710H Sent tanks up beach to join M Company to move on obj (1).
(19) 211750H Co M received 5 rds 82mm mortar fire.

(20) 211808H Co M received an additional 7 rds of 82mm mortar fire.
(21) 211820H Co M swept through obj (1) and will sweep back toward

beach.

(22) 211830H Co.M and Co establishing night defensive position on
obj (1).

(23) 211830H Co I summerizes days contact, stating they received 100
incoming 82mm and 60mm mortar rounds and approximately 3500 rds
SA fire. Casualties were 7 USMC KIA's, 9 USMC WIA's. Four KIA's
shot in head indicating sniper fire.

(24) 212120H Co.M summerized days contact, stating they received 16 to
20 rounds 82mm mortar, 20-30 rounds SA. Assaulted through obj
with tanks, sustained casualties of 12 USMC WIA's.

(25) 21235OH BLT 3/1 requests authority to conduct S&D 1000 meters
north of obj (1) (YD 300738) and inland 1000 meters from beach.

Request is due to contact with enemy force over company size.

(YD 301744 and YD 300739).
(26) 220155H Request to go 1000 meters north was approved by SLF.

(27) 220315H CTG 79.5 flashed secret intelligence report that C-4
position was to be attacked soon. Rate B-2.

(28) 220808H Co I in contact at obj (1). Permission granted to go
1000 meters further north.

(29) 220900H Co M found 3 NVA bodies, and 50 rds 60mm mortar Chicom.
(30) 220905H Co I captured two weapons, 27 rds 60mm mortar, grenades,

rockets and assorted enemy 782 gear.
(31) 221035H One tank assigned to M Co and I Co was hit by a RR rd.

Crew casualties listed as 2 WIA's USMC, and 1 KIA TISMC. Tank
damage was to turret and search light.

(32) 221040H Co M found 4 dud 250 1b bombs, 30 rocket site positions
with aiming stakes, 2. rds 140mm rockets loaded and aimed.

(33) 221155H India Co came under heavy fire. Returned NGF, SA fire
and 90mm tank fire. Found weapons, 782 gear, photos and doc-
uments and small arms ammunition. Had 2 NVA's KIA (c). Also,
1 KIA USMC and 4 WIA's USMC.

(34) 221203H Tank is able to move under own power. As a result of
action, reports 2 NVA KIA's (c).

(35) 221450H Co I found numerous heavily secured bunkers. Search
revealed large amounts of enemy 782 gear, bloody battle dressings,

(36) 221540H Co I found large amounts of MG ammo, and small arms ammo
Also, they found 10 60mm morter rounds.

(37) 221935H Co L while returning from S&D received 80 rds SA and
auto. wpns fire from west, across river. Est. 3-6 enemy.
Returned 150 rds 5.56, 25 rds M-79 rds, 8 rds 60mm mortar, 24
rds 105mm. One NVA KIA (c).

(38) 222340H 1st AmTrac Bn reported hearing digging noise (YD 316723).
Searched area with PPS-6 and Starlite scope with negative results.

(39) 230924H Co M found one dud 250 1b bomb, one dud 82mm round.

DECLASSIFIED
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(40) 

. (41 .~ 

(42 ~ 

. :. il '" '" . ':', .. f {:~ . 
....... , ...... . 

231020H Co I c8.11ed in NGF observed by AO. Five bunkers ~estro[l,l=ed 
(YD 292748) with one small s'econriary exr,losion. ····' .. 0) 

231105H Co 11oJ'hile on S&D founel anti. destroyeil. 3 dud 105 rris, 2 dud 
250 Ib bombB, 2 (Iud 500 Ib bombs, 20 rds 60mm mortar and" 3 bunkers 
and Utrgf,l ~mounts of enemy 7~2 gee.r. 
231530 Co M moving tactic131 formation with tanks, hit AT mine of 
about 15 Ibs. It biew off a pOrliori df the tread; will continue 

(4~) 
au±- mdve on obd (1) as sooh as it is repEI.ired. .. 
231550H CO M found dne "I.ud 105lnm ril. (YD 312729). 1Jestroyed with .. 
2t Ibs C-4.. .. ' 
231715 Co I saw two NiTA soldiers (\"D 296745). Fired 20 rds '5::~t (44) 

(451 ) 

an"!. an arty mission with neg~tive results. 
231755 Co M found 1 Soviet AT mine approximately 100 lbs of charg, 
~ine was blown in place. 

(46) 231800H Co M and Co L in position on Orange Beach to begin Phase ~ 
IV on the following day. 

(47) 
(48) 

231815H Co I an'; Co K in position for Phase IV. 
240700H Beg-an' Phase TV •. 

(49) 241230H Phase IV complete'; .• 

Results 

a. li'riendly Losses 

. OFFICER 
KIA WIA MIA DOW -..---0; 0 0 0 

OFFIDGER 
ill mt }fIA .:2Q!l 

o a 0 0 

USMC 

USN 

ENLJiSTEU 
KIA llJIA MIA DOvi 
92701 

ENLISTED 
ill }il.! m4 llilli 
o 1 0 0 

, 
There were no majo~ items of equipment or ~~terial losses. 

b. ]Th1em.y Lcs,:,es 

CATAG0RY 
NVA KIA (C~ 
NVA KIA (p) 
ldep.nons Captured 
J~ortific?til)ns Destroyed 
:1i'ighting Holes Destroyed 

, Grena~.es 
Mortar Rounds (60mm, 81rnm, 82mm) 

"'~ Mines 
:Rockets 
"Du.d 250 Ib Bombs 
Iiud 500 Ib Bombs 
:Dua 1 (i5 Rounds 
Large Amount·of Assorted. 

T0T.'\L 
10 
5 
6 
8 

15 
106 
153 

35 
22 
6 
2 
4 

f";';;~;~""' ",",:~~, ""!. ~~:s 7~~d g~~~~ii©~m\~~~~[iitS'I __ iAEIDl] 
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(40) 231020H Co I called in NGF observed by AO. Five bunkers destroyed
(YD 292748) with one small secondary explosion.

(41) 231105H Co I while on S&D found and destroyed 3 dud 105 rds, 2 dud
250 1b bombs, 2 dud 500 1b bombs, 20 rds 60mm mortar and 3 bunkers
and large amounts of enemy 782 gear.

(42) 231530 Co M moving tactical formation with tanks, hit AT mine of
about 15 lbs. It blew off a portion of the tread; will continue
our move on obj (1) as soon as it is repaired.

(43) 231550H Co M found one dud 105mm rd (YD 312729). Destroyed with
21/2 lbs C-4.

(44) 231715 Co I saw two NVA soldiers (YD 296745). Fired 20 rds 5.56
and an arty mission with negative results.

(45) 231755 Co M found 1 Soviet AT mine approximately 100 lbs of charge
Mine was blown in place.

(46) 231800H Co M and Co L in position on Orange Beach to begin Phase
IV on the following day.

(47) 231815H Co I and Co K in position for Phase IV.

(48) 240700H Began Phase IV.
(49) 241230H Phase IV completed.

10. Results

a. Friendly Losses
USMC

ENLISTEDOFFICER
KIA WIA MIA DOWKIA WIA MIA DOW
9 27 o 10 0 O O

USN
ENLISTEDOFFICER

KIA WIA MIA DOWKIA WIA MIA DOW
o 1 O OO 0 0 o

There were no major items of equipment or material losses.
b. Enemy Losses

TOTALCATAGORY
NVA KIA (c) 10
NVA KIA (P) 5

6Weapons Captured
8Fortifications Destroyed

15Fighting Holes Destroyed
106Grenades

Mortar Rounds (60mm, 81mm, 82mm) 153
35AP Mines
22Rockets
6Dud 250 1b Bombs
2Dud 500 1b Bombs
4Dud 105 Rounds

Large Amount of Assorted
Enemy 782 gear including 38 gas masks,

DECLASSIFIED
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11. Administrative Matters. At the stlU't I)f the operation it was anticipated 
that, BLT would. he ashore for about two weeks. An LSD was planned in the 
9th Marine CP. After it WA.S estA.blishe0 thCOl.t Phase III of the operation 
would not be 'JUt into effect, .. all logistical and artministrative "functions 
were perf()rmed ~rom the Valley Forge. 

SunplYiTechniQues, Combat Loads, Ammunition and Wea'Pons by Assault 

(rrrs • . 
1. All classes of sutlTlly we.t'e availa'l,le through the LSA on the 

USS Valley Forge, however Class II items, i. e., repair pru:-ts 
for vehicles took s~me time to assemble for issue due to the 
lack of FSN numbers anrt proper nomenclatures .for pp.rts required. 
Resu'P'Oly ~.S connucted primarily by helicnpier; howeyer -lA.nding­
craft were ave,ilfl.ble. should conditions permit theirtise. 
Because. the availability of helicopters was limited~ and in an 
effort to restrict rlightst-o daylight hours, supply requests 
"\-:ere called in prior t'~ 1400' thE3 .da.y pefore the supr'lies were 
n~E3dec1. This left time to process and fragall emergency 
resupply requests. Wa.ter uas supplied to the companies in 

. disnosa.hle water containers. No real .problems we~e: encountered 
with resupply, except on occasions when resupply' requests were 
received too· late to process for that day.. . 

(2) Battalion 'Supply oonducted nor~il supnly funotions throughout 
the period. The ~u'1'ly "warehouse" _was a.board the Valley Forge. 
DurIng' the period 'of opera.tion. all resu'pply requests were hand-­
led in a professional manner wi~h no problems except for the 
laok of operating space. . 

(3) Heliconter supnort teRms handlen the. resupT'J,y pqints ashore. 
The S-4 ann. a detachment fro~Shore Party.aboard the Valley 
Forge coordinaten and fra~ged the resupply from the ship. 

(4) During the· ope.1'ation, the a.ssault troops carried the pr$scribed 
. load in &ccornance with j~dminiatrative Plan 1-67 and the Battal-
.. ion SOP for Operations. . 

l1aintenance. Normal orgaiUzatif\nal maintenance was conducted throug':1' 
out the oneratirm.' ll.ccErDtance checks were performed 'onnew vehicles, 
j~ombat uA,mat"'e accessment~' were lIla.de. on v~hicles rider to backloading , . 
. One' tank was sent to 1 st FSH in DaNang for repair. 
Medical 1W?cuetion. Trep.tment and HospitA.liz~;ti()n •. 
(1) First echelon medical. care was provider!. by the oorpsman in eac.h 

line comnany, and with the Mmmpnd Rroup. . Atta.chen units wera 
provide it first echel(')n care by their unit corpsman. 'First 
echelon carecrmsist<,?Q of fir.st ain., evaluation of wounds for 
possible evacuatirmand care I)f minor mediCAl' problems. 

(2) Second echelon c.arewas provided by the BAS meilical officers. 
This consisted of routine' sick oall, continued treatment for 
minor illness ref'?rre~. from. the field, and. di'sposition of more 
major illnesses. 

(3) Third echelon care was provided by 2nd PIt (Rein), Co C, 1st 
Med, Bn aboard the Valley Forge. This group was able to provide 
medical and hospital care in a perm.:11lently established facility', 
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11. Administrative Matters. At the start of the operation it was anticipated
that BLT would be ashore for about two weeks. An LSU was planned in the
9th Marine CP. After it was established that Phase III of the operation
would not be out into effect, all logistical and administrative functions
were performed from the Valley Forge.

Supply Techniques, Combat Loads, Ammunition and Weapons by Assaulta.

Troops.
(1) All classes of sunnly were available through the LSA on the

USS Valley Forge, however Class II items, i. e., repair parts
for vehicles took some time to assemble for issue due to the
lack of FSN numbers and proper nomenclatures for parts required.
Resupply WAS conducted primarily by helicopter; however landing-
craft were available should conditions permit their use.
Because the availability of helicopters was limited, and in an
effort to restrict flights to daylight hours, supply requests
were called in prior to 1400 the day before the supplies were
needed. This left time to process and frag all emergency
resupply requests. Water was supplied to the companies in
disposable water containers. No real problems were encountered
with resupply, except on occasions when resupply requests were
received too- late to process for that day.

(2) Battalion Supply conducted normal supply functions throughout
the period. The supply "warehouse" was aboard the Valley Forge.
During the period of operation all resupply requests were hand-
led in a professional manner with no problems except for the

lack of operating space.
(3) Heliconter support teams handled the resupply points ashore.

The S-4 and a detachment from Shore Party aboard the Valley
Forge coordinated and fragged the resupply from the ship.

(4) During the operation, the assault troops carried the prescribed
load in accordance with Administrative Plan 1-67 and the Battal-
ion SOP for Operations.

b. Maintenance. Normal organizational maintenance was conducted through
out the operation. Acceptance checks were performed on new vehicles.
Combat damare accessments were made. on vehicles prior to backloading.
One tank was sent to 1st FSR in DaNang for repair.
Medical Evacuation, Treatment and Hospitalization.C.

(1) First echelon medical care was provided by the corpsman in each
line company and with the command group. Attached units were
provided first echelon care by their unit corpsman. First
echelon care consisted of first aid, evaluation of wounds for
possible evacuation and care of minor medical problems.

(2) Second echelon care was provided by the BAS medical officers.
This consisted of routine sick call, continued treatment for
minor illness referred from the field, and disposition of more
major illnesses.

(3) Third echelon care was provided by 2nd Plt (Rein), Co c, 1st
Med Bn aboard the Valley Forge. This group was able to provide
medical and hospital care in a permanently established facility.
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\ ~I<ede~C fO~~B«@'B n:rfOr.ed by ~:~2:s~a:~n;~~":, 
2nrt all casu.<il ties were frown directly to the VaUeyForge. 
There were no Med Cao, Programs during th!is operatiorl. 
Casual ties wel'e as follows: . . 

KIf.'s 
DOW 
WIA'~ (IaVli-o) 
\ITIA' s . (non evac) 
Non li6sHle 

lTSNC 
QE'F-. -~NL 
o .. 9 
o l' 
o 27 
o 5 
o 3 

~ 
OF? EIilL 
o 0 
o 0 
o 1 
o 0 
o 0 

d.o!J:1rnns'QCli'to. tinn 
,(1) Helic~~ters were used to move troops to.their area of o~eration 

and for the resupply of troop positions. 

-. 

(2) Operation F()RT'i.E9S RIDGE concluded as the backload of the BLTa. 
commenced. The backload Wl'l,S carried out by using HMM Squadron 2' ., 

(3) All transportation reouirements during Oneration FORTRESS RIDGE -
were met se.tisfactorily. No problems in thi.s area developed. 

e. S:;ommunication. Communications were established utilizing an abrevia"l;( 
'lersion of the concepts set forth in FMFM 10-1. Problems revolved 
around the limited frequency spectrum .available with current FM radio 
equipment (i.e., PRC-25, MRC 109). The result was mUtual interferenc~ 
lbetween several nets which were within one megacycle of each other. 
Another "problem (invol vingonly the ship to shore net s) was that tho 
liistance between stations occasionally exceeded the effective range .: . e 
FM radio equipment. 

Comman~ P~alysis , 
a. O-peration F0RTP.ESS RIDGE -provided the clinfidence and ex!,erience neede~!. 

for a newly formed BLT to perform as a professional combat unit. 
b. Shi~ to shore movement was executed smoothly and a.ccording to plan. 
c. Preparation fires on objective (1) from which we received mortar, 

anti-:tank, a.nd small arms fire were not fired because a friendly 
activity from 0-4 outpost wns reported to be in the area. It is 
probable that this activity did not actually reach objective (1) as 
0xtensive defense 'Positions. and numerous enemy were foUnd in the area. 

d. Maneuver in the area of objective (1) W2.S restricted by its proxilllit;:r 
to the area of primary concern boundary. . 

e. Fire 8up~ort was.res~onsive and more thnn anequate for the situatio~, 
However, check fires of long duratinn, in. one case fo~ one hour, 
were a-pnlicd by SAce rtenyinp: the Battalion needed fire support when 
no -plp.nes. 1.-Tere in the area. Tl1is. will have to be ~esolved for future 
operations if we are to have close cnntinuous coordinated fire 
support a.s well as air sup'Oort fire for, medevac and r6,supply. 

,.' \ \. \'~~_~,< .. 'J._.,_,_ 
M. l'1CQUO""~i' 

Lieutena.nt Colonel, 11. S~ Marine Corps 
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ASSISHED performed by HMM 262 Squadron(4) Medevec forum
and all casualties were flown directly to the Valley Forge.

(5) There were no Med Can Programs during this operation.
(6) Casualties were as follows:

USNUSMC
ENL ENLOFFOFF
9 0oOKIA's

DOW 1 0O 0
WIA'S (evao) 27 1O 0
WIA's (non evac) 5 00 0

03Non Hostile 0O

d. Transportation
(1) Helicopters were used to move troops to their area of operation

and for the resupply of troop positions.
(2) Operation FORTRESS RIDGE concluded as the backload of the BLT

commenced. The backload was carried out by using HMM Squadron 2
(3) All transportation requirements during Operation FORTRESS RIDGE

were met satisfactorily. No problems in this area developed.
Communication. Communications were established utilizing an abreviatee.
version of the concepts set forth in FMFM 10-1. Problems revolved
around the limited frequency spectrum available with current FM radio
equipment (i.e. PRC-25, MRC 109). The result was mutual interference
between several nets which were within one megacycle of each other.
Another problem (involving only the ship to shore nets) was that the
distance between stations occasionally exceeded the effective range
FM radio equipment.

12. Special Equipment & Techniques. None.

13. Command Analysis
Operation FORTRESS RIDGE provided the confidence and experience neede:a.
for a newly formed BLT to perform as a professional combat unit.

b. Ship to shore movement was executed smoothly and according to plan.
C. Preparation fires on objective (1) from which we received mortar,

anti-tank, and small arms fire were not fired because a friendly
activity from C-4 outpost was reported to be in the area. It is
probable that this activity did not actually reach objective (1) as
extensive defense positions and numerous enemy were found in the area.
Maneuver in the area of objective (1) was restricted by its proximityd.
to the area of primary concern boundary.

e. Fire support was responsive and more than adequate for the situation.
However, check fires of long duration, in one case for one hour,
were applied by SACC denying the Battalion needed fire support when
no planes were in the area. This will have to be resolved for future
operations if we are to have close continuous coordinated fire
support as well as air support fire for medevac and resupply.

M. MCQUOWN
Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps

Commanding
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:it3QQ~n5.'6· !PropefClla;llehg",,:Pl,:tcmcir ,!3ri ~e~ '~ 6:5 
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India COm] janY I 
Sun, 10 DE C 
0730-0830 lMove to T. A. ; &: 4CO BLT area N/ A Utilities w'normal IVeh Trans 

arms & equip 

08;0-2400ICo & PIt Tactics to 
Include eatab. of 
PPBs, day an d night 
pa.trolling, IA 

co Subic T. A. 
3 & 4 
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NAV1\fC 2014 

I'DrillS , assault of f 
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