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FPART I ORGANIZATTIONAL MATA

TERIOD COVERED

1 Febuzry 1968 - 3 Mﬂroh 19"

A. UNIT ')ESIGNATION

) 1. Bettelion Lending Teem 3/1 . LtCol M. MCQUOWN
: Company I , . _ . Capf. L.Rs MOIUN

- Company K ' S Capt. J.E. RBG.LL
Compeny L Capt. E.S, HEMFEL

Company M . S Capte Rede THMLS
' : (31J2n~15Feb)
Capt. R.B. LEWIS

. s (15Feb-3M~r)
8BS 0o (=) (Rein) _ - Capts R,J. PISHER
3rd T1l% (Rein), 6o C, 1st Tenk In " Lt. ReE, FPAHRISH _
3rd Tlt Reing, Co C, 5th AT Tn . Lt. D.L. BROWN/
1st 01t (Tein), Co 4, 1st MP Bn Lt. T.B. BOGEL
3rd 71t (Rein); Co &, 1st Eng Bn Lt. C.J¢ MALONEY Jr
Ath 71t (Rein), Co B, 3rd ‘mTrrc Bn ILt. E.L. METZIGER
19t D1t (Rein), Co M, 1st Recon Bn It. P.R. YOUNG
' ~ (31Jan~TFeb)
. Set. MM, WOO
, , . (TFeb~3Mar)
2nd Flt (Rein), Co C, 1st Med Dn* Lt« M.k, POMERANTZ
Det, Co 4, 1st SF In It. R.J. HIXUM
Tet, Hg Bn, 1st Mor Div Lte ReW. RIPP
Jet, LSU, For Log Cmi Lt. A.M., COWARD
2, ALttached Units
B%ry C, 1st 3n, 11th M=r Capts Pede MCLAUGHLIN
Btry W, 2nd 3n, 11th Mer Capte, J.T. WINKLER
Be STLFF OFTIGCERS
X0 Mo, WM. THURMAN
S-1 It. M, PALLO Jr
(31Jan~9Feb)
Lt. S.E. GRIFFIN
(9Feb~3Mar)
S~ 2 Lt. R.D., TEMPLETON
S3 Mej. T.H. SHANNON

-S4 7 Capte D.E. NEWELL
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Tmbarkation Officer ' C1stLt A, VAART
- (31 Jan-TFeb)
2dLt C. N. EMDBREY
_ (7Peb-3Mar)
Comminicatinng Officer Cant. J. S. BECKER
-« (31Jon=3Feb)
Capt. R, G. SKINNER
: , (3Feb-3Mar)
Ar Liaison Officer Capt. C. E. FLEMING Jr
Supply Officer 2dLt P. G MCC/ARTHY
Motor Transrort Officer 231t T.- B. VOGEL
Chaplain ' Lt %o Ao GUETTERMAN
" Mediceal Dfficer Lt G. F. C.RLOMAGNOG

C. LOCADION

01 Feb 68 - 18 Feb 683: Sce TART IV,
18 Feb 683 = 290600H Feb 68: Operantion SALINE - Juang Tri
Province, RVHN.
290600 Feh €3 - 03 Mar 68: Oneratisn ?ﬁLI“E/NﬁFOEEON -
. Quang Tri Province, RVN ‘

D. AVERAGE MOVTHLY STRENGTH

. USMC USN
Nfficer Enlisted Officer Enlisted
63 - 1574 7 86

L
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,LOGISTICS

o See mn IV.. T L

e

J,‘

CIVIL ACTION

See PART IV.

A

AAMINISTROTIVE

1. Awards Two Wavy Commendsation Medals wers received -from

CG 9th

MiB 1o be awarded as soon as conditions permit:  The BLT has

" recommended three Silver Ster Medals and- ten dronzeiﬁtﬂr Medals as

nf this writing and many more will follow as soon as the combat
situation permits. B . s v

_.2. ‘Llegrl and Discipline Two investigations of injury were
" to inquire-into circumstances of possible misconduct? There were no

initiated

crurts-martinl or non-judicinl runishments during this rerind. Two
men remain "UA", . hnv1ng missed mrvement »n 29 February, 1963, when
the ARG returned from the Thilippines. Overall Aiscirline remains

excellent.

3. ZPostal Mail delivery has heen as good as mnngsible under the
combat conditions nresent. Mail was re-routed tw1ce -when the 3LT
staff section mnved sshore tn Wmng He while the (el wns in the
Philippines. Lack of sproe availahle for the snrtlny end storing of

fmpil continues to be a problem.

A« R&R Quotas The‘QLT ﬂld not receive its R i&Riquotps for Fehruazy

until 18 Febhruary, however it used =1l rassible quotas- sincc none

" had been’ °vallablo since 1 December.1967. The quotas used were: 7

for Bangkok, 10 for How~11, £ for Hong Xong, 2 for Wuala- Tumpur, 5

~ frr Sidney, 5 for Taivei, 3 fwr Tﬂkyn, and 1 each for Nhn11,
"’Slnnnnore, and Okinnawa, C

v, Penang,

5. Promotions There were ip) re*ulqr prnmotlons fnr Cnrporal, 64

for Lance Corporal, ani 15 for FFC during the nerlod.u There was one

meritorious vromntlon tn Serpeant, as vell as two combat meritorinous
promotions to both Bergeant and Corporal. There:were 16 promptions

to First Licutenant and one tn Captain. o

‘ﬁ‘eﬁ *!f»,
6. Pay and Allowances All men in the field were. okﬁgn an . qppnrtunlty
to send pay to their next of kin by endnrsed governms nt checks. In

ﬂddltion, all Marines being transferrel, g-ing: Time "n emergency leave,

A.inr filling Q&q quotas were paid nrinr tﬁ their denurture.
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Te “'nst TWxchanee Tost Exvhange frecilitics were very limited due
to combnt operations., However, sundry pocks were issued to meet
most health and comfort needs.

8. DReliginus Services Muring this period, with the BLT ashore,
Chanlain Hugh O!'Regan conducted one Toman Catholic Mass for the
BLT. PForty worshipers attenled., 0nNther Masses were cenceled due
to tactic~l manuevers. However, Roman Catholic Lay Services were
conducted by lay leaders. The 3attalinn Chaplain conducted nine
rrotestant services with total attendance of 435. There were also

‘ three protestant Lay Services with 50 attending, Chaplain Clark
Tea of the 1st AmTracs conducted two services for "C" Battery with
12% attending,

9. Tersonnel Chanzes

USMC S

(a) Losses Officer BEnlisted Officer Enlisted |
' Battle -5 165 0 8
: Admin T 1%6 0 0
(b) Rerlacements E 11 272 0 5

K. MEDICAL/DERTL, AFTATRS : .

Turing the first 28 weeks of February BAiS and the C&C Plt remained
abonrd the Valley Forre handling casualties resultant from BLT 3/1's
operations ashnre. :

M 12 Feb 63 it was decided tn set up a B'S ashore., The Battalion
Surrenn alnng with & the BAS cornemen excluding the casualty
reporting section joined the BLT ashore at this time. The pers n-
nel remaining aboard ship continued t» function as befnre.

tn 17 Feh 6B the remainder of the B8 ~lony with two Anctors and

10 corpsmen from the C&C ¥lt off 1lnaded and rroceeded to "D Co 3rd
Med Bn at MDong Fa to reinfrrce that freility. The remainder of

the C&C 71t staynd abrnrd the Valley Ponrze to render cnrntinuing

care to the patients already hnspitalized. It wns subsequently
‘decided to set up a rear arec BAS nt the mouth of the Cua Viet
‘River in the 1st imTrac Bn cantonment. This was done by the Assist-
ant PBattalion Surgeon and 2 contingent of BAS corpsmen on 20 Feb 65.

: Lo INTELLIGENCE

See TART IV,

M. - COMMUNICATIONS

See FART IV.
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See DART IV.

0. FIRE SUTORT.
P, AIR SUTTORT

See PART IV.
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Battalion Landing Team 3/1
F?0, Sen Franciscn, 96FN2 o
. 03/THS/rmh
3000 -
14 Mar 1963

. Ser. No. 0003-68

From: Commanding Officer.

Tn: CTG 79.5
Subj: Combnt After Actinn Rewort (Operation BADGER C+TCH) 3&
Refs (a) CTG 79.5 Operation Dlan 120467 » h
h) M.BS: VIRTNAM 1:50,000, AMS Scries 6442 IV
Fneliw (1) Operatinn Overlay X(h
Cvil2 Sketeh Mars of Major Bnosgements
.(3) Extracts Trom 3-3 Jrurnal
1e Oneratinn BADGER CATCH -
2, Date: azd Location. - \D
8., r.ration BADGTR CATCH hezan on 23 January 1968 and was terminater )
~n 18 Pebruary 1968. &
(1% thase T of Oneration BADGTR CATCH lnsted from 231630H Jan 63
o antil 261400 Jan 63 anl uweg under the contrnl of CTG 79.5. A
(2) These II: at 2f140"H Jan AR BLT 3/1 CHO? to 3rdMarDiv and ®
cntinued hasically the same mission under control of the %’
1st ’mTrac Bn with crde name SALINE. For BLT 3/1, this M
vhage continues =5 ~f the end ~f this rerorted period. &
he The missicn assigned to BLT 3/1 was tn olear the north bank of )
the (va Viet River and aljacent areas ~f enemy forces. The (Y
o ~rn has remainel unchanged throughout. the operation. The b}
ct houndnries of the area of ~peratirn were adjusted numerous (\{
) ; hnwever, all BLT 5/1 activities were conducted within 2
10,020 meters of the mnuth of the Cua Viet River. See enclosure -
3.
C Qb.{ 231 30N-261400H Jan 67--SLF B (CTG 79.5) ahoard USS
¥ , "n‘?:u-
he SALVNE frm 261400H Jan 69=-Tst imTrac Bn--1st .mTrac Bn Combat %
Base (YD 345695). Qe
S —— e st ﬁ
SLF TaskG-oup 79.5 :
3 | 5%C Cuntic] No ‘-é’l"m NPy
'DOWNGWJJF"D ‘T3 YR INTERVALS: lff’@,MSS"FU il
DRCLASSIRIAD *PTR 12 Y27 R N
[N
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4, Task Organization

BLT 3/1 Lt..Col., M, MOQUOWN
13 €0 (=) (Rein) : Cant R J. PISHER
Det, H3 Bn, 1st Mar Niv - e

Det, Hg Co, 1st Mar

Det, Btry € (Rein), 1st 3n, 11th Mar
Det, Comm Z1t, Hg Ceo, 1st Mar

Det, Dental CGn, 9th MAB _

24 71t ERein), Co €, 1st Med ™n

33 "1t (Rein) (-) O~ 4, 1st Enr Bn
Det, LSU, ¥or Ing Cmd

Net, Co A, Tst ST Bn

15t P1t (Rein), Co A, 1st MT Bn

(ﬁt 2R2MANH Jen 6 2 provisional rifle co ) R eV

(Cr N) wns formed utilizine porsonnel from
attnched units)

Lo I (Rein Capt L. R. MORAN
Det, HES Co ‘
FAC Tm
Net, Med T1t
T Tm, ATmm Mortar P1t
3 Spot Tm
De., Piry C (Rein), 1st Bn, 11th Mar
Ta, 34 F1t (Rein), Co 4, 1st Inz Bn
HST Tm, Dot Co A, 1st S 2n

- Co X (Rein) Capt J. B. REGAL

(8%

Det, Mei P1t

FO Tm, 31mm Mortar P1t

NGF Spnt Tm .
Tet, Btry ¢ (Rein), 1st 3n, 11th Mar
Tm. %34 it (Rein), Co A, 1st Eng 3n

HEY Tm, Deb, Cr A, 1st ST Bn

g.!" ) .
'3
.
B
EE
Fynd
i
il.
i
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L Biry ug 2d P,

C3q rlt_(ﬁeln), Co c

" 4th D1t (Rein), Co B, 31 nTroc In

- Co L (Bein)

Co L

Tet, H&S Co
PG, Tn
Det, Med Pt ‘
- F0, 81mm Mortar Tlt

Det, Btry C (Rein), 1st Bn, 11th Mar
"+ Tm, 34 Flt (Rein), Co 4, 1st Eng Bn.

HST Tm, Wet, Co A’ 1St 5‘1‘ n

. Co M
© Det, R&S Co
" Met, Med T1t

O Tm, Almm Mortar Plt .

Det, Btry ¢ (Rein), 1st Bn,

~HST Tm, T1%, Co A, 1st 5P Bn

B Qtry C_(Reln)lf1st n, 11th Nhr

11th Mhr

. Almm Mbrt"r 714

1st Tk Bn

1st 71t (Rein), Cn 3, 18t Recon: Bn

34 ﬁlt (Rein), Cﬂ cJ Sth fT Bn

Mar
Tm, 334 P1t (Rein), Co 4, 1st Eng Bn

Capt E. S. HEMPEL

‘Capt R. A. THOMAS
23 Jen - 15 Feb

-, .Capt R. B. LEWIS

15 Feb = 18 Feb

- Capt T, A. MCLAUGHLIN

Capt J. T. WINKLER

It X. M. HAGGERTY

" Lt R. B, YARRISK

Lt B. L. MET2IGER

" It P. R. YOUNC

23 Jon--7 Feb

© Sgt D. M, W0O

T Febe=13 ¥eb
: ﬁb D. L. BROWN

- Tk “ltL*BLT 2/7-—=ss1gncd in’ dlrect suhport of BIT 3/1 as of

',._AmTrac '1t,

27 Jan 69,

‘ ntellggenc :

r.. FEnemy strength prlﬁr i ) onerathn.
~erating nrea of elements of the 2034 and B12th Regiments, 324th

NV MDivision.

“BLT 2/4f-‘331gned in dircct suppo:t of DLT 3/1.

The A0L was the normal op-

In eddition, VC units of up to company size were

believed operating in the ganéral vicinity of Mai Xa Thi and

Vinh Quanh Ha near the Cua - Tlet’ﬂcver,"
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Tnemy Stréh&th, Missirn, and Tr ct:cs Turing the Oneratinn,
Interrogation of TOW's tnken during the oneratinon confirmed that
the enemy units contacted durins the corly phases of the ~per-’
ation in My Ine, Xuan Xhanh, Lam Xuan, and Le Xuyen were sub-
nrdinatc tn the 8034 NVA Regiment. The heavicst contacts were
with elements ~f the 34 Bn, 303 lcgiment, but YOW's were also
taken from units of the 1st and 23 battalions, 803d Regiment, as
wcll as onc 10V who claimed to bhe from the 4th Bn, 270th Regiment.
The primary mission »f enemy units in the AOL was to harass and
interdict waterbrrne traffic on the Cua Viet River between the
Cua Viet port fecility and D»ng He Gombat Base. Irior tn, and

at varinus timeés Aurinz the oreraticn the enemy conductel attrcks
by fire nn river traffic utilizing small arms, automatic weanpons,
rncket launchers, and mertars. To accomplish his primary misgion,
the encmy had moved units of up to commany size inta hamlets

that frontei on the Cus Vict leor'ﬁnd had set up frrtified de-

fonse mositinns.

The enemy estahlished fﬂrtlflod Aefensive lines on the edmes of

the hemlets, with Aefensivo nrsitions in depth runn1n~ back into
the center ~f the homlots themselves. In many instances he
converte?d the "family" tyme bombh shelters that had been con-
structed by the civilisn “omulatinn int~ fortified mositions f'

his own use. The enemy dafendel his mositi~ns with tenacity af

skill and Aid nnt nttezmnt to brenk contoet until after Adark in
the amparcnt belief that the friendly ferces would nmull back and
cstablish Acfensive pnsiti~ns as darkness approached. He was
largely unsuccessful in this tactic hocnause BLT 5/1 continued

the attack throushout the night when nccessary and made extensive
use of illuminntion to lisht the hattle area and to deny the
enemy access to cscape routes.

Fnemy units contactel Juring the ﬂ?:r‘tiﬁn were armed with normnl
small arms, heavy and light maching suns, rec~illess rifles,

f0mm mortars andl 92mm mnhrtars. Ixtensive use was mede of REG=2
and RIG-T rocket launchers against friendly tanks, ontos, and

antrness  Anti-tenk mines were nlaced.in likely avenues of

tzrcked vehicle appronch and were successful in Aisabling seve
eral trmcked vehicles. WNatownarthy wes the slmost complete ab-
sence of ho by trans and other surnrise firing Aevices in the
capturedl hamlets, indicatine that the enemy. believed he could
h~ld these arers against friendly attsck and had not Pntlclpated
the dirgetisn nnr intensity of frignily ~0ti0us,

The enemy “isnlayed The ~Rility to Airect and - aljust artillery
fire on mnneuvering friendly units as well as nn friendly de-
fensive ponsitionse However, his. artillery fires were of short
Auration and larsely ineffective. Relatively few friendly cas-
ualtics anl conipment Anmeze were the 41rwct esult of cnemy

artillery fires, E@\L&%%“E
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Bath field wmritus anl ficldl tudawivines were eomizfurad ',d‘t}z'ri'n{:;‘f ho

overntion, indicnting the cnemy's conmanicatinn cﬂpaﬁilitiés. -In

. .Lam Xuan, whe-~e the cneny's battali-n CT was lncateﬂ wire comme
Cuniéations ha? heen 1aid from a central bunker to = numher af
" outlying bunkers for command anl control conrdina tlﬁn. Lmong
the 1tems taken fr-m ~ne radic.~verator's field pmnck in the area

was ‘a map with o»nc of the frienily thrist points marked mn it,
However, the thrust rﬁlnts had heen changzed. several days earlier
Aue tn a susnected comnromise. . -

The larre am unts of cﬂnturei woﬁﬁnns_ ni equipment taken Aduring
this operatiom as well ‘a8 2 number »f classified Ancuments,
Aiaries, ete, alsn sunport the belief thrt the cnemy intended to
hold his nnsitions and was only forced by intense friendly pres-

.sure tn segmont his units and attempt to withdrawal.

In summary, the main enemy tactic Auring the operation- was to
attenpt th defend ani holAd in his fortified hamlet positinns,
in order tn utilize these locatinns to interdict traffic on the
Cua Viet River. The only large-scale aggressive actior he at-

. tempted wes.in the early morninz hours of Fehrumry 2 when he
. conﬂucted y battalion size attack »n the nightiefensive positinns
..of Co K, Howevor, 1ntolllgenco develnaned from Ancuments and

POU's t= ken severnl days enrlier in the operation had indicated
such an 1tt"ck wvags imminent. In light of this intelligence Co K

had moved their defensive rosition several hundred meters just

after Asrk. The enemies nrenrratory artillery and morter fire
. was. Airectel harmlessly nn the rrevinsusly vacated pnsiticns.
..When he launched his gr-und assault, he was exposed to intense

-friendly ~rtillery and naval punflﬂo attack, as well as smnll

c.

armg, sutomatic weanons, and morter fires frﬂm the new Cn K
positions, This attack cnst the enemy 141 Aead as well as the
1nss of. a larze mumber of 1nd1v1ﬂu”1 nhd crew served weannns.
Terrnin, The mnst rrqmlndnf terr=in festure within the AOA was
the Cua Viet River running southwest t» northeast. - A belt of

“sardy barren snil extends inlend: nbout 50NC meters on both the
north And south bonks of the Cua Viet. This arca has some
‘hamlets, cultivatel fields and pnd?ies hut lari& arcas are barren

and uninhahited.. An extensive paddy area borders ~n the sandy
areas It is heavily populated with numer~us hamlcte and is a
rich rice growing area. Treclines-along the river and within

‘the hrmlets were composed mnstly ~f o spocies of pime tree and

N Kale

inns for his fortificntinns. Extensive paddy areas pro=
_hikited the use nf wheeled veheiles znd in many cases prpved

_bamboo which provided the cnemy excellent concealment and ideal Z

dl*rlcult for trﬂckea venicles,

©© DEGLASSIIED

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

DEGLASSIFIED

d. Meather. Weather for the first five days of the operatinn was
- charscterized hy cnrly mrrninz £og ~nd then bright, sunny weather
with unlimited visibility. For the remainder of the operation,
the wenther wns typical of tha "Crrchin" period, characterized

by fog, lizht Arizzle, nnl ceilings generally under 200 feot.
Both treticnl and resnpply-enerations by nir were scverely ham-

pered An7l in mony cases resutply hnﬂ,ia“hed@£§éc$edaig;J;M.m‘u,W/N.M-
-the 15t imTrac 3attalicn lncotion nesr the mouth.of the Cun Viet \

- River. DOrT we:fﬂgifyurxng the poriod also contributed
mnte"iﬂlly 5 the trafficability problems encountered in the
area by trocked vehiclos.

6. Missi-n. 3LT 3/1's mission Auring Operatinn D/DGTR CATCH was to
clear the north bank ~f the Cun Viet hdwver ~nd adjacent nrees of
cnemy for:cs.

7. Executi"r_l_:r :

2. Concept. At the start ~f the nperstion, it was known that NVA
farces hnd occurnied prsiticns on the north bank of the Cua Viet
and from these positi~ns hed begun to interdict river traffic
bétwepn the mouth of the Cus Viet idiver and Dong Ba Combat Base.
Recont ARVN attncks nn these positions hed produced uncertain .

results ~nd ecnemy strength in the arcs was unknown. BLT 3/1
landed at the mouth of the Cu~ Viet snd bexrn search anl clear
nnerations in the homlots slong the north bank. The direct
sunport artillery battery wag nositi~ned within the 1st AmTrac
Bn Corhrt Base to nrovide necessary fire supnort. WVA units
were to he forcel from positions nlong the river and when nec-
essary the BLT would occupy stratezgic nnsitions to prevent re-
~ccuration by the enemy.
b. Operatinons. BLT 3/1 fund that the NV. still occuploﬂ strategic
’ locations al~ng the north bank desnite. recent iRVN- operations.
Pive separate attncks woere laumched fr-m 23 January to 3 February
t~» securc enemy held nrsitinns. A combat base was established
at My Ioc (YD 3”568”) to protct Btry W and the 81mm Mortar rlt.
M 14°7eh A0 BLT 3/1 wis lircctel to move tn the south bank of
the Cun Viet and tn sweep the heavily ropulated rice growing
area ~djrecent to the river, Dncraticns in this area continue
as of the end of the rerarted rerisd with ~né cngrgement so far
at Vinh Lodi. : -
ce Meior Bngagements. o summery of engagements involving units of
npany size or grester follows. Sketch maps for each action
ADTanT in cnelosure (2). .
(1) My _Ioc (YD 30563C) 25 Jan 63. Co K nttacked prior to .
dawn om a narrow front. iwles of engngement applied and
"prep" fires were nnt used. - One platoon moved around t9
the right flank tn block. The blocking platonn came '
m st b i Aundnr 1ntensc close in small 2rms fire,

lE@MS%“EFBE 5
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“Fenks” roinforeod Co K an? nssisted in cvmcuntlﬂn of_ wounded.

Tanks exchansed fire %t vory closc ronge with enemy anti=
“tank weamons, Desnite 5 REG hits, no tanks were lost.
- Co X withirew mni enemy mositions were shelled with artil-
“lery, Naval munfire, and C.iS.  Co K mssaulted agnin in the
afternoon and was able to ‘sweep through the enemy positions
with 1ittle resistence as the enemy had withlrawn. The
hamlet was océupied anl'~ combat base established. This
‘site ws selected bacouse of its stratesic lrcetion
relative to river traffic.;/ - ‘
(2)" Lom Xuan (1) (YD 205629) 26 -Jan 684 Co I assoulted Lam
Xurn (cast) from east to'weést on the afternorn of 26 Jan £8.
. Initially thore was no resistance. As Co I reached the
first %reeline of the hamlet, they céme unier heavy small
arms fire.  Snipers openied up from the scrub area to the
Cresm nf Co I‘s lines ‘inflicted mnderate casualties snd
causing, tho ‘attack to hog ﬂnwn.'jCaﬁualtles_wcrc evacuated
Witk the nid of trnks, but mn‘y with difficulty. The
Tack wag Aiserntimuen becausc of Asrkness.
(5), 5 Yuan (2) (W 2;"(5609") 29 Jan €8. Cn L atteckel with
o nnpna and two platonns »f tenks in direct surport. Three
' ! Wmekmmhﬂ<mthvyyrsmmdm§hmntm:ﬂhwk
nasition.  Go L moie cont-ct ifi the first treelines of the
_h"mJut. The advrnee was slow and Aelibernte to ensure no
cnemy were by-passeds Turing the afterno~n Co K moved up
nn line apd attacked with Co L. /s Aarkness anproached
the enemy began to hresk. The atback was continuel well
lgxgwjbkhg;ﬁhtwunQQEA1llum1nﬂt1dn. ThlS Was the first time
thic NVA dAis rlayed thelr often “e“c"tod tnotlc of with=
- Arswing at dusk.
€AY M2i Xa Thi (Bast) (YD 2”‘672) 31 Jan 63, Co M moved into
: the attack positinn wnlcr erver ~f Aarkness., Co XK moved
- one platoon lown from the north to conduct o Aiversinnary
attrck on the oprasite side of the hamlet. Surprise was
nchicved; however, the cnemy rﬂrvmly adjusted his defenses.
Co M Atbackerd through~iat the day. 4 seetinn of LVTH-6's
" arrived’in Airect su~mort of Co M ot abaut N930H, Good
;’"'ﬁrdgress was maile on the left but none on the right. . Co I
- moved up by IVT on the left to =1low Co M to concentrate

‘Jnn the right.flank. Co L moved up to assist Go M ANd G& Le
fThrﬂurhnut the cperation thé enemy delivered effective
mortar, artillery, and RR firc from their positions
acrnss the river -in-the western part of the hamlet. it
dusk the enemy hr-ke. On M and Co I mbved forward con-

f::'h*f""‘wmxbp tinuing the attack under illuminatinn.

N ‘?ﬁ RN
foere a :
.

i

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

DEGLASSFED

ifht iefen31ve “ms1t1ﬁns were estn h11shei about 2300H,
The remainder ~f the nosition was occupied the next morning.
Ameng the weapons cqr’curef‘ were o 32mm morter and s 12.7mm
machine qun | '
(5) Lom Xusn (3) (YD 2065609) 2 Feb 69. The third battle at Lam
- Xuan was enemy initiated. Inltlally Co X nccupied a e
fensive positinn within the hamlet. The comrany shifted ite
nosition 207 meters to the East ~fter d~rkness..in response
to an intellizence reoort which predicted an attack., The
en %y launched his »tt-ck fr-m the north just befrre N400H,
Cn X LT'e goave warning of the cncmv's arproach. An intense
mﬂrtﬁr bhorrare fell on Co K's old nosition, crmnletely
missing C~ X A1l surmorting fires 2nd illuminatinon were
hr~u~ht to hear ~n the enemy and his attnck becamc confused
ann gtarhed sh~rt of Cn K's rosition. Desnite heavy losses,
large numbers of the enecmy romained close to Co K's rositions
-after daylight. They used rositinns left over from nrev-
ious bhattlesi Co M with tanks was brought un to assist Co XK
It tank a1l Any to Arive the remaining chemy fr-m the ham-
lat., 4 hesty bady crunt wes mode and wear~ng wore collected .

before withdtawing dwith at dﬂrknoss. 4

(6) YVinnh Lai (YD _326637) 16 FPeh 0. This engozement resulted
frrm sween oparati-ns s~uth of the Cun Viet. After clearing
adjncent villages Co L encountered heavy small arms fire
as they cntersl Vinh Iei from the north east. Tanks and

- ontos were in dircct surport but terrain hindered their
é?foctlvonoss. Cr I moved to a position on the west side
of tho hamlGt =and was able ta effoctlvely blnck the cnemy's
escape attemnts. Sunportines arms includine air were used
effectively and by night £nll Co L was within the hamlet.
Cn T with ane tank in suprort killed many of the enemy =s
they triel to flze 2t Ausk. Co I mrved into the hamlet and
sot un a defensive nrosition in eonjunetion with Co I.

4. . Supnorting Arms.

(1) Gendral. The quality =nd améunt of avnilable fire support
wns outstanding, In aAdition tn BLT 3/1's two attached
batteries, fire.supmort wrs ~vailable from the LVTH-6
hattery. suerortine the 1st AmTrac Bn, 3AMardiv artillery,

.u”“nvrl cunfire shins and air. Tarks, ontos 2nl LVTH-6's

. Aeliveored Airect fire in close sup~~rt ~f attacking 1nfantry,
Extenzive use of qll ﬂVﬂllwblo suprorting fire made it
_ﬂnsqlble ta maeinta . favorable casualty ratin against a
determined and wcll ﬂuﬂ-ln defender.
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(2) trtilllc Ea Artillery support consisted O%r37%;oﬁééi\1!_ »,f
: fire missions, 3 _TOTs an? numcrous battery,-one-H&L's ;"mﬁ:ﬁMME

anl other unoberved missions. . An approximate total of
~18,000. rounds. 105mm, 6000 rounds 1Q7mm,. and, 300.rounds.. —w— -
1§§gm43£ﬁ 8" were expendedf ‘The hesvy schedule of H&I'
“fires was delivered nn areas.nf known enemy activity and
in response to 1nte111pence #nformation passed from higher
“echelong, Close<in® missions were.fired as close as 50 to
100 ‘meters in front of aﬂvwn31ng dnfantry units and were -
1nstrum@nt°l in weakening enemy. resistance. Firing units
‘were cooperative and rOSﬂons1ve. Communication difficulties
‘weré mlnlmnl. Overmll, ‘ertillery. supnort wes utilized to -
Cits maximum with execellent results.
(3) Naval Gunfire. NG was used oxfen81vely in support of BLT
~ 3/1 Auring ~veration BATGER CATCH, - 4 total of 14 different
ships were used for close supn~rtings counterbattery,
saturation, and Y&I type missions,
WGP ships delivered 1,170 rounds of close supnorting fires
Auring actirns La@ Xuan (2) and Lam Xuen (3). The attack
by fire of Mai Xa Thi {(west) from 4 Teb tn 14 Feb was
‘supported with 5,363 rounds-of NGF, NGF Whiskey Papa
. nroved usneclally effective for mr04u01ng fires to burn the
S cover from enemy nositinns. . .
. R - In all o totel of-10,143 rounds Mf ‘\TG‘1 Wwas. exncn’lcd 'in
o sunﬂort nf BLT. 3/1 Auring tuis ‘~pern tlonaI‘nerlod In
ad1ition ¥GF units undér control of Third Marine Division
provided sunvressive: fire. agzainst. enemy artillery batteries
whenever . the BIT. received” inenming rounds.. Gond avail-
.Fblllty of ships and ammunition enabled NGF to provide a
-valuable ‘service in conjunction with the BLT's organic
supnortlng ATMS. -
4ir Support.

CAS. BLT 3/1 used 36 twn-plyne fllWhts consigting of
‘JM&rlne A=f'sy f=b's, F=4B's and F-8's; Navy A-4's and
~ ir ¥orce F-4C's, .These planes Aropred 411 250 1b
‘bﬁmbs, 140 500 1b Hnm’as, and expended:thousands of

20mrm rounds, and, several hundred. ,"nlnch r~ckets,

Renortedl battle ﬂ"mﬂge was. 9 structures destroyed,
‘Q4OO meters of trench .line - iﬂmaged, 20 hunkers désttoyed;

11 secondary exnlosions, 28 NVA KI/ confirmed and

11 NVA XIA mrobable. The amount of CAS available was

ndequate considering that prevailing bad westher
"~ nrevented CAS nn most days. . On occasinns when weather

ﬂormltteﬂ use nf 013, .1ts. effectiveness wrs minimized
by a alluro to adhgre 1o schedule anl the inability
of tho D”QC to “ro lict the time of arrival on station.

w
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For tbis reasnn .S was redtced to the roll of a

suprlemental supporting arm, to be used when avail-

2ble, but nnt tn be Aensnded upon. Once close sup-

port aircraft arrived and established communications

with ground/air controllers, their performance was

" exeellent providing accurnte and effectlve close

sunnort for ground troops. .

(5) TPQ-10!s., Extensive use was made of TPQ-10 directed
aircrafts for dropping bombs on supected enemy loc-

, atinns and suprly routes., Some difficulty was in-
' “countered on several occasions when bombs were drop-
- ped off tarmet indangering friendly troo»s.

(¢) Tlareshins. Flareships weré used on several oce
casions to supmort attacks continuing past dark.
Some difficulty was encruntered because D.SC was un-
able to predict when the sircraft would arrive on
station. Ifter adiusting the flares on tazrget ille
umination was outstanding.

(a) :0's. BIT 3/1 had the services of *O's in 0-1, 0-2
an? UH=-1E aircraft. @1 and 0~2 aircraft nroved
mnre satisfactory due to their greater enlurance on
station and better availability from incountry sources. ‘

() Medevac's. HMM 165 provided helicopters for med-

evac throughout the remarted neriod. The medevac

-flights nrovided excellent supnort often flying .
into "hot" LZ's aml flylnF while the weather was
Co below mlnlmum.

Co Loplstlcs
The LSA was nst'\bhshed 9bnard the LPH-8 on D-Day and
remained aboard until 2 Feh 68 at which time it was trans-
ferra?l to Dong Ha for a two day veriod. The LSA wes re-
estahlished aboard IPH-8 on 4 Feh remaining so through
16 Feb 68, Moving ashore nn- 16 Feb 68 the LSA was cstabe
lighed with one detachment at Dong Ha Combat Base and one
at 1st AmTrac Bn Combat Base., The LSA remains in these

. positions as of the end-of the reportel period.

(2) mMM=165 provided helichpters for resupply from 23 Jan 68

~ thraugh 16 Feb 68. ifter this period resurply was staged
at Dong Ha Combat Base and moved to 1st imTrao Bn Combat
. Bose by LCM for distribution to BLT units by LVTP-5.

(5) The major rroblem encountered during the reported period
wes the nonavailability of certain Class W resupply items,
such as 81mm ammo, =t Dong Ha Combat Base during the

-~ meriod 2-4 Feb 68,

)

10

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

=

pBUssE

i

f« Communicationsi Cﬂmmun1c<t10ns were vcry ood. “Some ‘minor
nrohlems wore enCﬂuntorcd with matual’ 1ntorferonoe, but freg-
uency chrneges usually snlvoi them.; Use of the LVI-C was beni-
ficial from & communlcﬁtlﬂnq noint ‘nf oview. Although power
difficulty- rrocludnd constﬂnt use of the comnand tractor's

radios, the tractor nrovided a Ary ¢ommnications conter and
excellent antennas fort the PRC-QS I“leSo
8« Results
2. Friendly
(1) vsmec r‘fisual’cs.es,
(n) ~Enlisted
KIns: A0
Wiig 2
MIAs
(b) Officers
KIi:
WIh: 171
MIL: 0O
(2) U?N Casualties
(=) ZEnlisted
KIr: 4~

, ‘ Wlie 171
Mias __ 0O
(b) Officers: None - -
(3) Tguirment Damage . .. ’, o
: () Tonkss 3 A=maged - AT mines.
_ 1 damaged - Tnemy AT fires,

1 Submerzed and Aestroyed during combat
onerstions, .

(b) "LVTP-5: 2 destroyed by AT mines,

.

IOH

L

-

b, Enemy
(1) Personnel, ) _
(a) WUA XTI+ (cOnf§ 376
(p) Wi POW: 22
(e¢) VC Suspccts detnineis 23
(2) Weapons captured
n) 1K-47 rifles: 64

gb) SKS carbines: 28
¢c) RPD light machine runs: 15
4) RPG=2 rscket lounchers: 11
e) TRIEG-7 rocket launchers: é
fg 30-43 T7.62mm machine guns plus 2 spare barrels: 4
g) BRP-46 company size machine guns: 2
hg 82mm mortarss 2
(1) 60mm mortars (U.S. tye): 2
L . {3) 75mm recoilless gun:- 1 P
T o g (X)) 12.7mn (DSHK) henvy mechine mun, AL mounts, tripods
' RIS a e snd 2 snare berrels: 1 _

11
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(3) Grenades and Mines Captured
a) (Orenales, "Chi Com": 412
. {b) : Grenadcs, M-26: 22
(¢) Gronndes, Soviet "rozmentation: 16
d) Claymore mines, "Chi C-m": 6
e) Claymnre mines, U.S,: 2
f) Batchel charges: 4
() ‘nti~-tank mines: 10
(h) NV Bangalore tormedoes: 4.
(4) Ammo Cantured (by rounds) o
2) 82mm morter: 248
bg 75mm recnilless gun: 42
60mm mnrtars: 168 v
A) 5Tmm recoilless rifle: 4
(¢} RPG=7: 33
;f) RPG-2: 58 :
h) 7.62mm: 45,902
i) 30 enl., ecorbinec: 120. -
(3) 12.Tmmf50-8al: 6450
(5) Gas Mask Coptured
a) NVA type: 1083
b) U.S.tyre: 4
c) VC tyne: 33
(6) Misccllanerus Equipment Captured
Ea) Mield Radios: 3
b) 'Picld Phones: 2
gc; 4#K-4T7 magezines: 221
Koying deviee: 1
e} Larme hoxes nf medical supnlics:. 3
{f\ 82mm mortar wrenches: 10
£) nasnrted documents and 782 e~r.

B 10
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9, Commender's Analysis o , S
ae Pire Surnort Coordination. Delays'in énordinating supporting
fires in the SACC were unaccentable. Most of the difficulty
resultel from artillery =nl ¥Naval gunfire being checked for
2ircraft far in ndvence of the.nircraft entering the danper area.
Nifficulty with CAS resulted from = comhination of the ship's
inadequate ermminicatisns and the inecruntry control agency's
inability t» »relict the arrivsl of aircraft on station.
Difficulty with check fires in connection with resurply anl med-
evacs resulted from the SACC's attempt to check all sunporting
fires ns soon as the helicrpters left the ship without resard
to sun-target lines or the tacticnl situstion. In this opere
"~ ation, terrain featurcs ~nd sun-tarzet lines were such that
casily followed flight lanes werc available that Aid nnt re-
quire A chaeck fire until the landing zone was reached, et
While SACC was controlling survnrting fires, check fires in
. excess of fifteen minutes resultel from melewvacs. After passage
nf contral ashore, they rarsly exceeled four minutes. Instances
~f ungiecessary check fires ncourred throughut 25 Jenuary Auring
the attack on My Loc., On 26 Jumusry, coxcessive check fires
resulte? from melevac flights, In one instance BLT 3/1 was
tr1d that no medevec helicorters w-uld leave the ship until all
. fires were chacked., This. sccurred durins an extremely tizht
. ‘ situation. showing » csmmlete Aisrerard hy S:CC of the toctical

situntion sshore. Basic princivles are heing forgotten., Fire

suprort eanrdinaticn should be conuctel mt the lowest echelon
possibles The crmmunications canchility in the RIT FSCC was
8t lenst =s zo~4 if nnt better then that of the S4ACC. The 3IT
surorting arms conriinat~rs wers certsinly in better position
to moniter the tactical situvetirne It muat olso be remembered
that the crnrdination of air suprort involves more than checking
surface fires when aircraft take off. ' In many cases helicopters
crn be vectored around surfrce fires without any check fire ot
all. In other instances sircraft can bhe held outside the im~
nact area while surface fire missions are completed. Only the
BLT Air Linison Officer is sufficiently awarc of all aspects of
the situation to effect crordinatirn of $his type.

b, Helicopter Suprort. HMY 165 —rovided ~utstanding helicopter

csuprort Auring the vorind in which helicanters were available,
The squadrmn's policy of tree t~0 flying wns ideal for the BLT.
Low flying reduced the time for landing and take -off and min-
imized the Auratinn of check fires. This tnlicy also prevente?
lonz ransze enemy ohservetion of landing zones and minimized the
instances when long rence nrtillery fires were hrought to heanr
on the lsanding zones,

- v e . ﬂ,‘,. ' |
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..~ 10,  Lesscns Learned co : :
- 'v;‘ Use” of. LVTHaGé - The LVTH<6 wns found t~ be an cffoctive sub-
T gkitute delivering. direcct fires in areas whers water. ...
bﬂrnlers,@recludevtank.use. Tho 1“5mm how1tz!8.wws more efa
foctlvc thnn the 90mm gun for rdéiucing Airt anl log fortifi-
"\ ¢ations ~nd flahtlnh hnles. Care must be exercisel to protect
’\’.the IVTH-6 from close in ‘anti-tank ferS.u The thin skin 2and
't high silhouctte mnke it an ensy tercet. Andther factor in-
cre~sing its vulnerability is the nQCQSS1ty'tn turn the turret
-~ to the side for mrximum ﬂenre331ﬂn tboreby OX“OSiﬂF the side
" of the vehicle tn the enemy.
b.. Use .of Direct Fire Weapons, - The use of iirect fire fr-om tenks,
- -ontns and LVTH-6's is cssentinrl if-¢- sualties ~re to be kept
ot & minimum. The firec power, Armor, and better trafficability
make tanks superior to-ontos and IVPH-6's,- BLT 3/4 found that
1nks ean be used effectively in menerally unfovorable terrein
rrovided a careful reennnaissance ig made and Aue care exere
cised by tank crews, The nsycholozicnl offect of attacking
armor was 51gn1f1crnt. It was ncte? that Aesnite high exrosure
to. the enemy's mony nnti-tank weapons, no tanks were knocked
-t hy eremy fire. 4 high rate of ordinance expenditure by
the tanks and c¢lase coorerntion with nrotecting infantry were
- contrihuting frctors in avniding enemy AT firoe. The 106mm HED
round of the -ntos is .extremely effective. However, its in-
ferior trafficability, smell smmunition oapacity and lack
~ of armnr detract from its usefulness as a Aircct support wearon.
© ~cs Use_of the Trank Yennn Semrch Light, The visible light feature
' ﬁf the Xenon light proved valuable vhen »ttacklnp unier illum-
nationg Tho 1ight wns usc? t» mark flanks, maintain orient-
ation frr attacking groun? units ~nl to illuminate areas of
- . susnected enemy activity. S
d. Stereotyped IVL Tactics. Excent for his. one attack, the enemy's
" thetics always. follawed the snme patterns He established a
well camnuTlaged an? well constructed 360 Aderrees iefen81ve
perimeter within a hanlet. He held his fire until friendly

 units were extremely close. He fruzht tensciously an? skill-
- fully during Anyliz ht ‘hnurs neither retreating or surrendering.

At nimhtfall he would w1+hdrﬂw end if closely pursued leave his
. dead”and oqulpment. Succeas wag amplified Auring the latter

. stzaes nf the ~merntiosns hj"ﬂnt101rﬂt1n~ their tectics and
taking anprorrinte eountermeasures. :

14
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htelllpence. Nespite exfens1ve’use*bf tﬁa’reconnals-;

sance rlatonn, air observation and relinble intelligence -reports

from higher echelons, BLT 3/1 wms not able to ascertain when the
enemy occunied a given area, All sreas that could he occupied
by ‘the ‘cnemy were assumed to he Aefendel and were all attacked
rather than occupied. This nractice consumed time and resources
but preventei the kind of surnrise encountems which had been
ceogtly ~n previnus operations.

f. Effect of Indirect'Fires.. Despite large volume and good: cova
erasze, indirect fires were relatively uneffective in reducing .
the cnemy'!s Adefensive nAsitinns. . His positicns are well con-
structed and only subject to dzmave from direct hits. During
actusl fire fights he is usually not subject tn friendly mortar
ant artillery fires because of the closeness of eontact.
Friendly units should asgsume minimum cffcct from nropar%tory
fires in nlﬂnnlnp anl Aecigion making.

2. IEffectiveness of Dnemy Weapons. The cnemy's hest weapons were
his individual weapons, machine guns, grencdes, ond mortars.

In most cnsés mortars were used at ranges less than 1000 meters
and were rccurate and effective--particularly the 2mm. The
) enomy's AT fires were very poore Respite his many AT weapons and
larse numher of it .rgets avallahlc only one vehicle was knocked
»ﬁut by AT fires and it was not serlnusly damaged. L8 usual AT
csmwere highly effectlve. AP -mines and surprise explnsive

WETS nﬂtluSeﬁ The onemy's artillery fires were noorly

yn* the hlPst Pffuct of mnst nf the rounds cncountered

wmhenﬂntlnns for Wuture Operaticns.
als) 1nt0111*ence effort was serlﬂusly hamrere? by the lack

_ ,al oxploitatlon nf.POW's WAS satlsfactory only »n

ns¢ nceasions vhen Airect interrneation wes accomplished

1 -the ficld using ~ "horrowed! interpretors

'i(2) “dn interrzator/translator team attached to ani working
Airectly with the BLT in the field would have reluced con-
_siderahly the time and effart involved in processing and
7lVQIunt1nvxthe larze guantities of captured incuments taken

t the nperation.
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The 'hench Jumne“" teﬂms usci in “SYCh“lOQlCEl operations
were larsely ineffoctive ue to' the constrntly changing
tacticnl situation. It is recnmmendcd that in future
nperations ashore, the "rsynps" tenam remain aboard ship
"on cnll" tn the BLT. Vhen it i8 Anparent that the BLT
will be ih static pnsitions for a number ~f days and =
target frr "nsyﬂﬂs" cx1sts, the BLT will initiate a re-
quest f»r the tcams.

(5) The Provisienal Tecenniissence Unit (PRU) rersonnel ate-

© 7 tached tA the BIT “uring the e~rly nhases nf the ~neration
“were of little value: Tt is recommendel thet FRU's not he
" attached to the BLT for futire operations ashore.

(6) The hﬂndllnn of POW's, cantured - wcﬂnnns and equipment, anc
o the prompt forwarding ﬂf'Cﬂrturc$ qcumcnts to the intell-
‘igonce section was ~utstaniing: thrnughnut the operation,
reflecting the ¢fforts »f the small unit leaders and in-~
dividual marines. Several days nrlor to this operation,
classes on the handling of POW's ani. ecaptured material ha-
‘been conducted abosrd ship by the S~2 section on the
platoon level. Tt is recnmmeniod thnt whenever possible
in the period between oper~tions ashore, similar classes
he incluled on the shinb-ard training scheiule to bhe

R conductet . by S5-2 perscnnel. :
(7) Thrust noints wore changed, four tlmcs during the f:peratl.
: nnce due to n sus*ectc‘ compromise ~ni the remainder of
the times Aue tn.léngth of time they had been in use.
_ The lifficulty in disseminating neow thrust points tn -
" widely senaratéd sapporting units is apparent. Therefnore,
it is recommeniéd that intelligcence estimntes for fytute
" operations includé three Altcrnate sets of thrust points,
the chwnaenver omld then be effected by a simple message
infﬁrmlnp unit leaﬂors tn sw1tch to an ﬁltornate set

‘at a given time.
//
/’ )// uy/

%sz
J. V. RNf

Major, U. S. Mérlnc Corps
Acting R

‘fs
RN
3
b

'{6

ey

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

— — gy

. L
. . RN ° -
Dot L e 5

PG 2 . -
A _ . -
N .
\

\‘ ENCLOSURE (1).
. BLT 3/1 OPERATION OVERLAY

N mERITION BADGER CATCE

] Ps VIETNAM, 1:50,000,
/ . ( — )
7 \’ C%\

SERTES 6442 TV
sez=s NI
QT““} AS | [Z~hé Fuciiftﬁﬁmz- 4
- N s ap) (JEST] (sm(‘eow;Q( 0O ) >
' ' REACH

: Lue
) 4o

o !
’ 35

“%

DECLASSIFIED



~_ DECLASSIFIED

DEGLASSIE

SEI LT w fema e

- . a 5
3
. v
fv:‘ ' ’ EU B
laopmeac _ _~] b
. . . TRy RN ! i .

~
[

_%ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁgﬁE(§§)2 vED 65 ¢

- KIA WIA ~KIA POW VCS:-~ -~
L. 8 3T Hur T o

- ASSAULT {/.

\

\

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

ENCLOSURE (2)
WINH LAI 16 FEB 68

USMo NVL
KIA WIA KIA POW VCS
2 14 47

[4

e R
7
Iz Dy I
' A.';.%.ﬁ.‘
. W C
™ e rian, PO ot {

IE@MSS‘!

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

&

SRR DECLASSIFIED -
ENCLOSURE (2)

LiM XUAN (2) 28 JAN 68

. TSMC - NVA
KIA WIA KIA POW VCS
8 41 6 2 0 .

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED
/ o DEGLASSIEIER
// | K1LO sl
/ 4- / DIVERSjonaky e oo

FORCE . R
R

R
2l ¢ P
* - Cobt M

SRR

_ ENCLOSURE (2)
o . MAI X4 THI (BAST) 31 JAN 68

12 46 44 2 0

/ ’
Peie USMC NVA
P > KIA WIA KIA POW VCS
e

[/

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

ENCLOSWRE (2) .

LAM XUAN (2) 26 JAN 60

USMC . NVA
KTA WIA ~ KIA POW VCS
§ 29 17 2, 0

TANKT 107
. juqt:j ‘{

DEELASSIFIED

S b e, .
L B 1
- _ ]
R .
. ;. H

. DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

e TS

iﬁ.,. 453

Cee 1 ~ Chronology of Tvents - Overation BADGTER CATCH/SALINE
"“%E;%EZQZElBSOH-Co I landed _at IZ Robin and hae moved to Blue Beach to ot
: -up night defensive p031tlons.-
emw“n,m231910H;CQ“L _reports they 1anded et Red Beach at 1900H and Blue
-Beach at. 1910H. L .
§ e 231925B-BnCP lands in L2 Robin.
231950H-Co K lands at LZ Robin, : N
2%32005H-00 L and Co I have joined topether and are digging in.
232100H-C? and Co X moving by AmTrac to Blue Beach.
232130H-CP and Co X arrive at Blue Beach from'LZ Robin.
232200H-~Co L%s position report: YD 356702
2522_30H-Btry "C" has landed. ‘ o
. 232355H-Tanks arrive at Blue Berch- and have been positioned with
. ~Co K and Co.I. . .
‘ wmenh__é_éLmiLLM$Q§_lgndei at. Blue Beach and are positloned with Co I
and Co X.
240530H-First elements of Co L depertlng to secure L7 Sparrow.
240655H=-Co L is at northern'tip of Obj 1.
B 240713H~Leading elements of Co I have reached ObJ A.
L. ) r" 240825H;Co Iis seerchlng an A,
. S0 . . 240840H-I2Z Svarrow is secures .
i . 240946H-At 0830H Co L found one M;26 grenade et YD 324700. Grenade
was blown in place: with C=4..
240953H-Co L raeports.receiving fire from general direoction of Obj 2.
2409%58H-Co L renorts thrt an LOM was blown-up south of Ob} 2.
241015H-Co I has clesred Obj. A and B and is moving to Obj C.
. 241038H-CP £IOUD mov1ng out - Co- X informed to have four tanks ready
" to go. ) o :
2411208-Co. M lands in 17 Arrow,
-24113%308-CP and Co L receiving. 8 founds 1ncom1ng ert111ery from a
northerly direction., '
2412003;81mm”21tn1ands_;n LZ. %QPrrow. . )
" 241335H<Co I at 0Ob3j C receives 8-10 rounds SAF.
241340H-Co K's n031t10n ‘report: ¥D 3?0693. ‘New CP location:
¥D 315705, .
~——241430H=C0 L is ready to mve to. ielend areq ﬂt YD 315663, Co L
will be lifted by helicopter to obj area.. :
241625H;A0 reports observ1ng BOO-ﬁOO 01v111ans moving across river
at YD 318683,
,_f—24363OH .Co_L _has landed first wave w1th*nePetlve contact.
k‘EOH-Remalnder of Co L has landed. .
241655H—Co K receiving 10 rounds .of 150mm artlllery south of Obj 2.
2417058-Co X receiving 7 rounds of 230mn. artlllery resulting in 3
‘—gc_WIA's 1_of-which_was non._medevac, -
241715H;Co K recelv1ng 14 rohnde of 130mm 50 metere north of Co K's

o . pERIASSIFED
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w2ﬂ1800H;:031tLon renarts rocclvod (s tollovs:. (Co M (YD 216692),
Co K (YD 317705), .Co I (YD 313714), Co L (YD 307663).
242152H-Co L revorts. 1n1t1ﬂ1 scarch of area w1th negative results.
“Will continue’ tomorrnw.
S s 2505108=Co L at 03308 recelvoﬂ 20 rounds SAF Returned fire and

e e R et yomndeéd 1t VG with M-26_ grénade, capturing 1" m -47
”250725HFCO K roeceiving SAF from. Ohd 2. >“;»

-250920H-Tank hit by RPG rocket round at YD 315687.

,250921H~Co L receiving SAT at YD 293667 :

,250926H;Co ‘trying to° -get wounded : -outs Lo

i °50940H—ARVN'S renort NVAvED with 57mm RR. 1t ObJ 2.

':?50958H-0ntos Plt sent 0 JOln Co Mo "o

*yﬁmmmmwamme QSﬂOBOH-CO K reoorts pulllnp b?ok from ObJ 2. One tenk was hit by
: RPG round: but . stlll operﬂble. Conmen61ng t~ brlng all supporting
T .
' e L1068 0 bear on Obj 2. : . )
251030?—F1rst air strlke in prqgress. .
251035 H=-Co0 'L, . and Co I's position renorts same -85 last night.
251205H-Co K rece1v1ng 10 rounds of 130mm artillery.
251230H-Co, X at YD 308683 reporfs receiving 800 rounds semi and
antomatic weapons fire from fortified positions since 0730H. Tan
" reported 15 anti tank rounds-fired by cnemy. with.5 hits. /ction
up to this time resulting in 3 NVA KIA. )
- 2912%31H-Second air strike in progress on 0bj 2..
“251?45H-Co K says that the berm wnll at thc eige of Obj 2 has not
" been hlt by sunﬂortlnp fires. ;
- 251335H-mh1rd alr strlke now in. progr@ss Supnortlng arms are seb
" tg follow. = . _—
‘251455H—Wnurth alr. strlke now 1n progress.' :
89 257T450H=Co K is now moving toward the ObJ. irtillery is supporting
Co .K's movement. . :
. 251515H-Co X has moved wpll 1nto obg area w1th npvatlve contact.,
© 251535H-Co K taking SAF. to
o 291550H=Co ‘X well into obj flndlng flghtlno holos and RPG-T rocket
- launcher in excellent shepe. . .
”251620HﬁCo K reports 12 rounds 130mm mrt11lery hlttlnb in front of
“their: n081t10n. Directicn of - 1ncom1ng° 5700 mllS.
22517715 H=5parrowhawk plntqwn 1anﬂrd at CP 1ncat10n and will remain
. for night defense.
" 251805H=Co X rece1v1nv 19 rounds 1ncom1nh mortﬁr fire.,
‘f251830H;Co I LP reports qbserv1ng 9 NV4 moving in treeline with
wppcks and weapons at YD: 298692 Celled in- flre m1ss1nn. Results
mas unobserved. . - :
25‘1955H-P081t10n renorts recclvoiv CP (YD 312710) (YD 306683),

"1 (YD.299693), Co L (YD 3!5697). Co M ( N“ racs and
| Btry "C" (YD 34569T)e . . % ‘

| mwiw_gggo
il
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eived Frag Ordor 4. from SLF ﬁr»vo.
252250H—Prep1rat1uns made for TOT and TPQF1O qn area in vicinity
of YD 284689,
252338H-Co I at YD 298693 obsserved 25 pennle ln open and engaged
with grenades and SA¥. Will check out the area at first light.

N 260015H-TPQ=10 completed with bombs. on tarzet.

3 260600H-TOT now im progress on susnected NV\ Bn in fortified pos-
ition. . .
260725E;92d5;gg§~gg _det 1neehAﬁM111“be¢£grwarded on flrst "Vall-
able hélicopter. . ’
260T30H-Co M challenzed small boat at YD 345689, 3Boat 4id not
regnond. Firced on boat, Search of river after losing sight of

T . baat rovealed hothlng. R

260845H=-Co K 's air strike delayed 30 minutes, " Co X will use other
supporting arms and will not wait for air. Co X will jump off at
0915H toward Obj 2. '
 260930H=Air strlke being directed by Co T agalnst Lam Xuan (YD
285689). .
2609A5H;Cn X has entored north end »f ObJ ? with no contact and

. no. significant findings.
‘ 260945H-Cn T (vd 298693 ) renorts that their llnes were probed thmugh
out the night. . Called for two Stmm missions and fired 60mm mortars.
Search of ares.revealed that a lam“o amrunt of enemy ammunition
vas being trensported southwest.
260952R-Co 1, renorts suspected V€ on soutb ‘bank of river (YD
903672) Called artillery mission, Patrol checking out area.
260955H-Sparrowhawk Flt is now at Co M's position.
261000H~Co .I receives 10 rounis 1ncnm1ng nrt117ory st YD 298694
from o directinn of 5700 mils,
261108H=Cn X complcted sween securing ObJ 2,
261215H-Co I is in attack p081t1ﬁn and ready to move against YD
284689, . . L
_ 261230H-0ntos Plt moving to ObJ 2 arca.
“—~——~’*““\261240H;Btry "W now moving by helicopter to ObJ 2.
261248H-Co I receiving howvy artillery from northerly direction.
. 261258H=Co I.reports taking 60mm mortars from outside objective.
261302H-Co I reﬂnrts_lncnm1ng nn last nizht's position.
. 261320H~A1ir is on station for Co I's use.

261340H-40 spotted VC in bunkor and is marklng DOSltlnn with smoke ™
at YD 287692. ,

i 261345H~Co I meeting hequ resistance At YD 238/ 690. Alr strikes
and su~pnrting .arms will be used.,

261355H-Co I is vinned down malting withdrawsl from obj very difficult.
_ Northeast end of oh1 has 300 meters nf heavily fortified mnsitions

with overheads, ’
261400H=-Tnd Oneration BMGWR CATCH-CHOP to 34 Marnlv—bpgln Opcration
SALINE. ————
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261405H-Calling in smokc to help Co T move bzck toA1YEE ~Air stikes.

' 261510H-Co T still in close contect with WVA4 - slowly extracting

his people.

2615308=Cb M ani Co E fcce1v1n€ inecoming artlllcry from 6100 mils.
Total ~f 20 rounds »f 13%0mm artillery.

261630H-Co T still Anes not have =211 c~su9‘t1cs out of areai
261840H-CP moving to Obj 2.

261845H~Co I roceiving heavy mortar flre.

261900H-CP arrives at new location (YD 304681).

264925L»1TT 3/1 CHOP to 1st GmTrac Bn.

“”thOAOH Co ‘N arrives- at CR

—

262340H-Co L at YD 314674 rcnorts suspected VC movcmunt. Fired 16
rounds A0mm mortar with negative results.

270805 E-GL~3/ informs 3/1 that tﬂere are 5 tanks available from

BLT 2/4.

27T10200-Requested tanks (RLT 2/4\ bc scnt tn Plﬁe Bench. Informed
Tthat t_gkg aré already” thére.

271130H—Cp ‘receiving incoming artillery frnm 2 direction of 6200 m
Incoming consisted nf 23 rounds 130mm artillory. .

2T1213H-CT moving to new location (YD 208683),

-'"‘;-231320H-0ntns T1t now at Blue Beach renqy for pick up.

et

271320H-Co M receives 6 rounds artillery (YD 305679).
271500H-Co M renorts finding 2 females leaving ob) arca at YD

-——287673 whore Co M has been ohsorving hostile movement. Detainees

were forwarded to 1st AmTrac Bn,

“271600H-ARVN unit to north advises it will not be nble 4o attack

ob3 at YD-284691 due to darkness.

- 2716150~Co T._moved-by hcliconters to Blue Beach and are setting un

w5

[

_in night _defensive positions.
nsive NOSi

271955H-Informed 1st AmTracs that we will attack Lam Xuan tomorrow.
272100H~Intelligence renort indicates NVA mortar element located
in vicinity of YD 283715 or ¥D 279715. Also, mine field at YD
280674,

272%300H-TPO~10 run at YD 285689.

280450H~Co I received 1 incoming prenado.

" 2806 00H~CP receiving incoming 140mm rockets.

280820 H-NGF mission now in progress at YD -284691. Co L preparing

.to move outs

2808378-Co I moving out.
280846H-Tanks hit AT mine at YD 298686 breaking axle---out of action.

To X to nrovide secourity for tanks. Co L utilizing mine sweep teams.
Air strike now in mrogress.
280920H~-Sec nd air strike in pros rress--fixed wing receiving SiF

Oh passcs,
.?80935H;Annthor tank hit-AT mine nt YD 298686.
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BT020B=idvised Cn & that 803rd MVA Company in obj area.

'285048H;C* and Co L at YD 298686 r”CblVCq 24 rounds of 130mm

“rtlllbny from 315 Aezrees. .,
281118H-Co Is moving, behind tanks anﬁ receiving negative resistance.

Co L reports that one tank while cr0531ng nﬂﬁdy sunk into larze bomb

croter and is submerced.

281125H-Co L reports hlttina b by trnp resultlnr in casunlties.

.28113%308-Co L taking .SAF from obj area. -

281135H-Co ¥ advizsed to be rrepared to move out.

281270H~A0. spots 4 WVA moving out of obj west across river.
2812121--Co L renorts tank hit by REPG. '

281215K-Artillery AQ reports enemy moving around in obj. Calling in

cartillery. on tarzet,

;_281217H Co L. orﬂereﬂ to hold back ‘80 air can be utilized azrinst

enemy attemrting to move-out of west side of obj.

281235H-CP rocelv1nr 22 rounds incoming. 130mm artillery.
2812%¢3.0o L adviged to hring tanks back for air strike. Co L
requesiing Co X for supnort.

_ 2812405-07 receiving 16 more rouhdq 1ncnm1ng.

jporiJ ,
281330H-Co L renorts taking heavy cz SUaltIOS-

281312H~CP receiving more 1n00m1na art171ery. Co K prevaring to

‘move out.

28i“‘"H -Co L adv1seﬂ to tﬂke 1t slow wn& make maximum use of sup-
4 arms. Co K moving up, - '

2813¢OH-11r strike in-progress: ' AO revorts that air strike accounted
for 10 NVA KI/ e and’ that cnemy.is moving around in obj area.

_281421q;u1r strlko eonnleted and Co ‘X reports making good progress.
- 281510H~-Half way thrﬁuph obj still mceting heavy resistance.

281523H-C0 L advisel to koecp mov1ng ond c¢all -in fire support.
281531 H=Tank .repnrtnd stuck.
281550H-Co M at ¥D 293678 sighted bunkers with V€. 0Called in

~artillery anl NMGP Aestroying § shelters and 100 meters of trenchline.
.281600H—Requestoﬂ to have Flames fueled and realy to go tomorrow.

281640H-Air strike conducted-BDA: 14 NVA KIA.

2817211~/ rtilloy firing at YD 282659 credited with 4 WV4 KIAi.
281740H=Co- L just knncked out bln bunkcr wlth automatlc weanon that
wag holding -them back. -
281 7T45H-Air strike Cﬁnﬁucted BDN- '7 bunkerS‘destroyed nnA 3

" seenndary exn1051onsy

281800H~Co L renarts finding an enemy 30 oal. FG, 1 RPG-2 launcher,

T8 NV KIip, and = 10t of peqr in obhj arens Tot°1 is 36 NVA KIA for

_this obj so far. :
181 3= AmTracs rcﬁnrt tank. hittlnp mine as thoy were attempting to
nu]1 it..from a_peddy. Arfracs will try again tomorrow.

281815H—f0 shserved 4 NVA moving into n houses A0 is sAjusting
artillery on house. o i
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281820H-C~ M moving to take un 2 nosition north of the obj to block
and observe enemy withirawal.
201825H-Co L advised to continue atti ck by using illumination. Will
use NGF and artillery to provide illumination. Flareship has been
requested,
281850H~Co M rerorts 1 VA KIu when he ran into blockins force at
YD 278696,
281855H-4ir strike in »nrozress, AQO revorts a large secondary explos-
ion.
. 282015H-"1lareshin rcnﬂrts ‘nn statinn.

282140H~-Co L renorts 15 more NV.L XKIA found in obj. Co L and Co K
told to consolidate their position,
282235H-Position reports: Co M (YD 277693 to YD 283694) Co L (YD
282688 to 287686), Co K (YD 280693 to YD 20%680), Co T (YD 300682)
cP (YD 310684), /mTracs (YD 310684), Ontos and Tanks (YD 282688 to
YD 287686), Btry "C" (LZ Robin), Recon P1lt (YD 300682), Co N (YD
305680), and Btry "W" (YD 505680).

290745H~Co L and Co K at YD 285688 receiving 23 rounds incoming

artillery helieved to be 130mm from a direction of 5300 mils.
290150H=Co L and Co K advised to be watchful for ground attack. ‘
290450H-Co X to move at 0645--advised b coordinate with Co L.
290006H-Tosition report from Co M: (YD 288688).

2602 5%-Co L and Co X informed to have FO's register danger close
irc missiong. '

0H-Co I =t (YD 285672) obscrved NVA maving about; called in
sillery mission resulting in 3 WVA KIA.

291070H-Co M 5% (YD 239639) finds 1 NV: KIA with gear.

291030H-Co I at (YD 293674) detnined 2 males rge 19 and 24, turned
over to S5-2,

291055 ~-Prisancr captured at YD 287691 is memher of 4th Co, 3rd Bn,
B82nd NV4 Regt. Statces that 110 men were in-obj. Mony cscaned.

- 291120H-00 L renorts taking 15 rounds 130mm artillery at YD 234689

from a direction of 6000 mils.
291137H~Co L will be moving out very shortly. Co L and Co K again
taking incoming artillery: 10 rounds, -

291255H-Co X renorts finding 2 more MV.i bodies.

291305H-Co K advised scout dogs are availahle.

291350H~Co M starting to search obj area with Co L.

291445H-0bj is comnletely secured, Co M is advised to move to YD
300665 at 1000H. Co M has frund 1 NVA XIA with 2K=AT7 in burned out
bunker,

291735HC0 X reports finding 2 NV KIA ~nd various documents. Co L
after search of obj area remorts 37 derd NVA, assorted oqulpmént and
gC Y.

291800H~Received information that the “TET cease fire" will not g0

o et LSS
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291830B-00 X renorts recclv1nv A0 rounds of incoming artillery.
291950K-TP3-10's will be run on Obj. 3 (YD 286672).

292000H~Position renort: CP (YD 307681), Co L (YD 28569C), Co K

(YD 283683), Co I (YD 303681),.Co M (YD 300616).

"292130H5TPQF10'S being run ~za lnst Ohj 3. (YD 286672).
"’1/§001AOH-CO M at YD 301636 re001v1ng 3. hﬁnd grchades and anproximately

5 M=T9 gronnﬁcs.

3009458=Co L has 1 Tlatosn acrosq erLr to woct of obj area.
300955H-Co X has 2 NVA POW's, 1 .rocket launcher and 2 lisht MG's.
Co K requests interpreter for 1nterros1t10n of 20W's. POW's were
found by. scout dogs. at YD 281689, -

301035H-Co, K while se~rching at YD 285688 found 1 dead NVA outside

" bunker..

301115E;Inte111pence report revenls thqt on 22 Jan Chieu Hoi reported
AP mine field in the viecinity of YD 236676.

" 301130H~Co L found 2 NVA bodies in- shallow graves, assorted documents

and gear. Gear bélieved to be that of a corrsman.
3ﬁ1215ﬂvIHtGrTOEPt10n of 2 POW'S found- by Co K indicates that there
is 2 Bn CP 2t YD 286673 , - 4
3015008-Co L at YD, 261609 Findine bloody b&nqages lmnilng north and
west ﬂcrnqs river.. . &

‘301515H;Co ¥ at YD 292697 founi 1 mrtlllory 105mm Aud which was

in _place.,
L*chuest TPQ-10's on YD ?88677 qn4 b)) 236675 bz dropred before

'24 ﬁ fdue to patrnls in srea after thet time.

301€20E-Ar strike on Obj 3 in vrogress: '

A'3ﬂ'y DH-Co L at YN 286690 while qeﬂrchlng ﬂ-Hﬁnker found 1 NVA.

bady ~nd 3 chi com grenades,

3018558000 T t YD 205691 received armrex. 12 rounds incoming 130mm

. artillery. They request counter b(ttory flro azainst. suspected
" “énemy artillery positions.

301935H-Cn K ot YD 207688 reccived 20 rnunds nf enemy 130mm artillery

_ from » directinn of 6000 mils. R LT
.. 302310H-TTQ=10"'s now heing dropped.. .
31013CH-1 Bquad from Co M departing twnrd ohj. 3 (YD 206673) are

";/io act as guides for Co M movenent to..attack. position.

210230H-Co M now moving to assembly area. to ﬁrr1Ve there at 053CH,
310555H~Co_K's ®»lt. ' sized diversidénary force now'in position at

YD 288678.

B 510655H—Co Mis ih attack 3031t1ﬂn “Wﬂltlng flrst light.
_310702H—Co K's dlvers1nnnry force now in the attack from north. Will

 4'att"ck by fire for 15 minutes. ;
‘510710H;CP taking 15 rounis 1ncom1nr 130mm artlllory from 2 northerly

&1rnct10n.

' 310715H-Co M rennrts receiving incoming ﬂrt111nry and 50 cal. MG

Fire. .

"""ﬁm?ﬁ)‘
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310730H~-Co M reports asssult elements inside'first treeline of obj
in heavy contact with well Aug in WVA. Attack continuing utilizing
maximum supporting arms fire. ”wlulmq fﬁr fog to 1ift to direct

. fixed wing support. LVTH-6'S now moving Aown Cua Viet river to Cn

‘M's nposition to lend Airect fire. supvort. .

310750H-Bn CP receiving 15 mre rounds TBOmm ‘artillery at YD 307601,

Direction AOOQ mils,

510830H—Cﬂ M moving forward slﬂwly as alnst he wy resistance. Enemy
has 50 cal, MG 214 mortars. Co M is emnloy1nh 81mm mortars, . )

artlllory, NGF, nnl awaits CAS and LVTH~61's,

310845 H-LVTH-6's have arrived.at Co M's. ans1t1ﬂn.

31OQOOH-CQ Mis meotlnw ‘heavy resistance reporting 50 cal MG's in

4 bunkrrs which must he knooked out. prior tn advance Co M still
reports indoming artlllery rounds . from a ﬂlroctlnn ﬂf 6050 mlls.

Fnemy is- emnlaying RR from obj area.

3109158-Co I is moving. ﬂut by LVT'g tﬂ.suhwort Co Min_ thu attack.

2n? 71t Co M teking- h0ﬂvy casua ltlcs. Co M rcoclv1nm 50 rounds

130mm artillery, and recniless rifle fire, ;

311005H-Co I now taking incoming nrtillery fire., Direction.5800 mils
311040H-At YD 287672 Co M is still hold u» due to SAF and incemi
artillery. Co I is moving um n woqt flank. Suprorting fires

teking heavy toll on cnemy. :

. 3112008-Fixel wing has yet to srrive on sts ticrn. Cn M is advised
that CAS is A~ubtful and to. proceed without it.

- 311207H-Co T is moving up behind smoke screen.

ﬂ

ﬂ\‘raix}able. 7 @E@““

311215H~CoT and Co M are rrepered to mark lines for air strike,

211235H-Co M anl €Co I at YU 287672 continue to maint~in contact with

the enemy and are anSSLng the attack using smoke and whlskey pepa.
a5 o screen,

. 311250H~Co I rehorts nenﬁtlve observgtlon of bridge oh west side of -
obj.

3114ﬁ5£;00 L ?1V6n warning orlor to be rcndy to move.

311430H~-Co M and Ca I in elose contact Wwith cnemy in fortifled

vpositions at YD 2376724 Co L will be movud t~ suprort the attack

if requirel. Very little Progress, ‘being .mrde nt bhls times
311515H-40 and fixed winzg are on th wpv. _Co ¥ Aropring back for
air strike, : ‘

311545H-Co M (YD 287672) w:Lth Go I on their lef‘t flank contln:unp‘
to attack with little progress. More CAS is on the way. Co ¥
ostlmrtes 40 0°suqltlos up to tLis time.

211555H=Air strike in »rrzress. Requesting flare shin ~nd relief.
311A00H=Co L moving out on order to nosition hehiad Co I and G M,
after malling back for air strike Co I =2nd Co N returnel to the
attack. ulr strlko was larmely 1neffect1vr due to haze anl mury

duds.. ,
31170”H;Co I and Co M have mﬂvcd intn hﬂmlot making hetter progre
311750H-Co L has moved into rositisn bhehind Co M.

311810H=Renort received theot there w §§ﬁ§®6§30 more flxe' W1ng

3 . -
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21190NE-Cn L moving ip trace nf' Co T Pni Cn N. Attacking units
. making hetter ne=ress.
311 930-4¢tacking units now well into OHj 3.
312050H=-Cn I rennorts that its lerd elements nre thrnugh the obj.
,q312130ﬂh‘t this time.0bj 3 is 80% sccured. Co T ani Co M and
" Cn T all occunying. pnsitisns within the hemlet. Sniver fire
" omtimies but ormanized resistence hrg ceased,
312355H=-Flarc ship. lcpv1ng obg Ared. ;"11 unlts gset 1ntn night
defensive mrsitions. :
0100N5H.Co T at YD’ 287670 rccelveﬂ 3 rnunds 82mm mort~rs from YD
271668 resulting in 4 USMC WIA's
- 010510H-CP groun received A0 rdunds inc-minT 22mm mortar and
’ qr’tlllory fira. Cwuntcr .battery fire belnp directed agninst sus-
- pacted enemy artilléry nositions,
01075 08=Co I -at, YD 2ﬁ6576 hed men trin bnnby trap while moving
~ through hedge row resulting in 1 USMC WIA Medevac.
"010800H=Co M and Co I novi moving Hut to cnn‘duct detailed search of
arez and sweep thr-ugh rest of .obj.
010835H—Co X at YD 205687 while checking area of last night's
nmﬁush found 1 NVA KIA, 2 rifles, T 2dditicnal pool of blood and
various equipment. :
010856H~Co I captured 1 NVA WI‘ .Initial interrogation reveals
NVA is a corpsman with jrd Cn, 3rd Rn, 8C3rd NVA Regt =nd that the
Bri CP was located at thls noint.
011310H~Co T while cniuctins sweep and detailei search of ohj found
17 WVL KIA, larze ammunts of enemy ‘weanons, radios @and equipment '
including 1 Russian 30 cel light MG
011415H~Co M and Co & roceiving héavy nrtlllcrv fire from a
northerlv direction,
Oﬁ1500H;Cn K receiving 4 rﬂunds Sﬂmm mnrtnr fire.
‘A»)a M1510H-Co- M reports, while attncking Obg '3, sustaining 9 USMC KIA's,
o and 37 ‘TIA‘SD
011530H=Cn L at ¥D 2056%8 reco;ved 6 rnunds A2rm mortar fire
" resulting in 2 USMC WIA'a,
0115408-Co 'M at YD 237675 comvleted sweep flnﬂlnv weansns, RIG
rounds and a2 12, 7mm NE. ~Co L renmnrts finling snother WVA TOW and
2 WA XIA's. o o ‘ ‘
0117158=Co L,‘CoyIf and Co M eonducted 2 detailod senrch of Obj 3
finding fortificatisng nrientrted for an attack from north or crst.
“Enemy's Aefonsc was CAmnlote with a commuiicati~n's system of comm
wire connecting hunkers. . totnl »f 44 VYA KIA's, 2 POW's, weapons,
“end sgsortéd zear was cuntured.
012030H~Phsition revorts: Co L (YD 207671), Co I (YD 235672),
Cn'M (YD 302681), Co X mrved from its nositinan ~t Ausk to (YD 208687)
because of intelligence repnrt inticating nn531blc attock in area.
/’/bQOSSZHACo K receiving apnrox 70100 rounis 1ncom1nn nortars and
artillery,
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D20355H-NCR Lo give illumination for Co K :
02n403H-411 companies dirscted to he on 100% =lert. Be ready to
move in supnort of Co K.

020410H=-1st AmTrac Bn advised that Co K is under heavy ground attack.
Flareshiy is requested to support Co XK.

02041 2H=Tanks directed to be ready to move. Co M advised to be
ready to move.

_0204208~CoM.to _send 1 platoen-with tanks to aid Co K.
020425%-Co X directed to consider zny routes for possible enemy
withdrawal., Routes can be covered by artillery. ‘
N20435H-Flare ship on station.
020445H~-Enemy troops in front of Co K CF location and are milling
around. B81mm mortars firing at observed troop movement.,
020540H-Tanks advised to use mine sweep team and move ecut with 1
nlatoon from Co M to support Co K, Co K directing 0lmm mnrtars,
107mm mortars, ~rtillery, and "OF with repeated fire for effects.
Tans will check for mossible ambusha
020620H-Co M advised to have rest of comueny ready tn move sut.
N20630H~Co X continues to receive enemy fire and what appears tao
he a second asseult. Tnemy made first assault on position that Co
was in bhefore moving after dark. Co X continues to call in fi
support and has received tanks ani Co M's mlatoon in supmort.
0207458~-Encny attack seems tn have been repulsed, Sniper fire
eontinues from the dircction of the attack. Tanks ani Co K contin
t~ direet fire on avenues of enemy withdrawal. /n AO has becen
requested for obj arca,

N20810H~CP group at YD 307A02 received 16 rounds of artillery from
a Anrtherly directirn. Calling in crunter battery fire.
0208158-Co K receiving large amounts of mortar fire from within
hamlet ~f Lam Xuan, Algo, receiving automatic weapons fire.
Directing artillery and ¥ on mortar nositinns at this time.
020900H~Co K and Co M receiving mortar fire and automatic weavnons
fire from west side of river and Mai Xa Thi. Iarge numbers of NV
ammear to be moving nut of hamlet to the north. Directing maximur
use of suvpporting fires sgainst encmy.

020930 H-Vortar fire continues to be directed against Co M,  Mortai
believed to be 82mm from a direction of 6100 mils. Cé M with tent
are nressing the attnck. ' :

0210N0H=-Enemy 62mm mrrtar fire c¢ontinues from north., Believe it
be coming from Yhi He (¥D 2770 arid square). Co M continuing to
make go~d progress moving in the attack. Mortar fire is coniinous
anil heavy., )
N240501-Co M and Co K are moving forward meeting automatic weanon
Pire an? taking large mmbers of 82mm rounds. Irogress is slow--
using tanks tn knock cut enemy in fortified nnsitinns.

oon neetBlED,
o v‘!.‘ E@“E‘LE&UV“
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021245H—Co M and Co K cnntlnue tn meintain’ Dressure on enemy s i
o Intenuc SAF and c¢lnse in qrennﬂe oxchange is occurring with the
- . themy.
021250H-Co I at 1D 206674 recelved a total of 17 rnunds of - 130mm
.. artillery from 2 directinn ~f 5600 mils,
' N21255H-Recon nlt while m maintaining Adefensive positions nbserved
1 NVA at YD 292684 moving to the east trying to flee from ohj area.
021445H=Co M and Co K continue t~ meet resistance from enemy,
however, mnst of hamlet area has been sccured. - Larre numbers of
NVA hndies anﬁ amounts of". oqulnmunt are being found throughout the
arens
0?1550H;P0quesf was made to icstroy submorwed tank becﬂuse of
inability t» remave it from brmbh. crater.” PormisSinn recoived to
Gty tAnk AEteT Tt Testrinveds
02160NH-Cn M anl Co K ~re 5till in close cwntact. The enemy retains
o a foot hnle in the western edee of the hamlet, ‘ttack contimues
‘ ‘ A with casusltics cstimated: at 135 WV KIA qnﬂ 7 “OW's plus two A0mm
" mArtars cantured.
» ) N216A0H=-PAC teanm ﬂlroctoﬂ "Hucy" vunsh1p mﬁﬂlnst snlpors shonting
. across rivér resulting in 2 VA XIA. :
. ) N21735H-C~ I roports f‘mfhr\p 1 Wh KIA while cnniuctmn search nf
’ 0Obj 3 ~ren.
021815H-AnTrac while on, rosunnlywnun frnm 1st fmTrac Bn to CP
lncqt;;E‘ﬁit A0 1bs pressure Actrnsted. mine TEE-YD- “BO3E36
021A20H-Cn M »nd Co X ﬁ1VlﬁCA tr continmue senrch of aren till dark,
then mrve back to Obj 3 arcn and Moi Xa Thi (cast).
N22100H-Co M and Cn X re“ﬂrt casurltlcs fﬂr day at B USMC KIA anil 39
YWIA's with 141 ¥V. XIA's., .
© 030815H-Intelligcnce rennrt indlcotpo NVA w111 qttemnt large scale
mrvetnent in this arca,
(30936H-Cn L receiving 13 rnun%s 1ncom1ng artlllery.
0%31A05H=Tank #20r2142 that was submerzed at YD 288687 was destroyed.
031440H~Co I while observing bridze an? west side of river from
Obi 3 saw WVi moving in hamlet. Called in artillery anl fired 3.5
rncket rosultlny in 1 NVA FI&. . ‘
031830H=-Cn I reepnrts sporadic qniwer flre frnm west side of river
at YD 284670,
_031850H-Cn L receiving incnming Mﬁrtﬁrs frﬂm unknnwn direction.
7 0AN655H=Co T and Co ¥ besan to move on the attnck at YD 285689 and
meeting nn r631stance.- Ohj is sceured and now conducting detailed
“search of. area.
NA1215H-Co L at ™ 279670 reccxvei 3. rnunis u2mm mortar fire . -
‘resulting in 3 WIA USMC.
041440H«Co L received 3 rounis A2mm rcqultlnn in * USMC KIA.
041445H-Btry "C" rernrts inc ming rockets ~n their position (YD
. 3/3676) resulting in 1 Aamacced truck (6 X 6) and 2 USMC_VWIA non-
MV‘ .

melevacs.
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”41715H;Cﬂ I receivel 14 rounis 60mm mortar- “Firey—Sprotted possible
~._mortar nosition and are crlling in counter mortar fire.
/5 M509/5H-Cn L receiving 6 rounds 82mm mortar fire from YD 282649,

: 051530H-Co I while search area at YD 2766983 came under intense -
snirer fire and ine~ming 60mm mortar fire. fmTracs with Co I
receivied RPG rounds. Con I is responding with artillery and NGF
missionns. '

/'. 06N355H-Co I at Obi 3 saw 3 NVA at first light and ~nened fire
K % resulting in 1 MVA XIA,
NR1200H=Co L smotted movement acrnss river and fired on apnroximatel:
5-10 NVA moving from bunker t~ bhunker resulting in 2 NVA KIA.
T 070700H-Chntinuivig to hombard area west ~f 0bj 3 with NGF and
ff’ artillery fire. TP@=10 concentrations alsn being conducted in this
aresn. :
/L ~08N230H~TPA=10 being Arnpped.
N30930H~TPR=-10 bheing dropped.
— O81350H-AmTroe hit pressure detonated mine of 150 1hs at YD 516608.
4imTrac burst int~ flame and was comrletely destrayed.
081435H-Cn L at YD 2R6672 received 2 incoring 82mm mortar rounds,
1 Airect hit on bunker resulting in 3 USMC WIA's.
C81345H8-TP0~-10 dropred, .
N31935H-TPR-10 Ar~pped., .
OR2225H-TPQ=-10 Aropned. '
032230H-TPQ-10 drapped.
| T 090220H-TPG-10 Aropped.
NON320H-TFR=10 ArnpneAd.
N91030H-Co T saw 1 VA at YD 234670 ond fired 30 rounds M-16
resulting in 1 WVA KTA.,
NG1215H-Co L at Obj 3 receiving 4 rounds artillery from a direction
af 620N mils and 170 rounds A2mm mohrtar fire.
091250H~-Co L at 0bj 3 rcceiving 7 rounds é0mm mortar fire from
~ ’ YD 280670, ‘ -
091640H-TT9~10 Arnpned,
NG1AS TH-TTO=11 Arnpned.
NG1T20H-TTR-1N Arnnmed,
N91 745 H=TPO=10 Aropped.
NO1935H-TT =10 Aronned.
¢:’/f_;00700ﬂ-”83ﬂﬁ-7 TPQ-10's were Aropred., Normal Aay activities are
' heing c~nducted to the nnrth and n~rtheast throughout the day.
B mbardment ~f srea west of Obj 3 will continue thr-rughout the day.
_ 110001 H=11240NH-Crnducted normal sccurity rctivities and Airected
0 NGF and artillery ngninst area west of Obj 3.
90 12ﬂOO1H;1ZZAPGH;Cﬁnducte% n-ormal security activities, and directed
NOF and artillery szainst oroa west nf Obj %5@
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2] 131510H-Co I .firel 60mm mortars and106mm rrunds in area west of
0ObJ. 3 causing 1. Vi tn flec from structure: NV“ wzs taken under . -
_ fire resulting, 1n 1 WA KIA. .
f};}:_ TTT41205H-Co I qnd Co.K nni Co L told: tn destrﬁy p091tions et Obj 3
o and prepare to move on orﬂor.
‘1u1z’30H—Cm I taklng 1ncnm1ng mortars. wnd artlllery from Airection
5900, mils. .
141445H93r1&ge tn be ﬂoqtrﬁycﬂ at YD 284672
- 1415158=Co ‘I fired 5 rounig 1“6mm RR.at brldge knncking out 8=10
foot section,
14163“H~Cﬂ X moving from ﬁresent nn31t1ﬁn to gﬂ snuth of the Cua
Viet River by AmTrace .
*::—N\717350H-Co I now moving out. ln&ggagg“gf Co K. Co L_ will f£0llow,
: ,=1A172°H;Cn T3 1s ‘taking anr~x1mntely 2 rnunds ﬂf artlllcry.,
’1418“0H—Cn M qnﬂ Co N with Btry WY remein ot D 304680, Co K,
Co L, Co I, &ni CP are nmw at - 1st AmTrac's C; nreparlng to
. contlnue south fnr sweep,
142100H=Cn. L, Co K, Cn I,.and CP nnw settlnn in new nlght defensive
- S positions at YD 345654. .
. o 142275H~Co M at YD 313630 recelvmp 5-8 rﬂunds incoming artillery.

——

TPﬂ-TP now heing drnpned.
9'3 T150925H- 10 reports heavy fﬁrtlfloatiﬂns nt YD 344634 and YD 336634
151250H-Tank nnw ~n way from Blue Beach to CF positinn,
) 1516APH-Rccon plt revorts finding. fl”htlﬂg hﬂlcs and bunkers at
YD 325650 ani YD 34264“
1523/5H-TTO-10 being. Aropned -
PBOH—CO I rerorts ready tn move ﬂut.
16ﬁ600H;Cﬂ L revorts ready to. move out.
_160650H<Co T, anl. Co T dismounting tracss=h-ve arrlvoﬂ at attack
. position (YD 352620). AmTracs returning to CP.
“**~¢6ﬂ?3ﬂﬁ”00‘w AnA Go T swe sweeping . Le Xuycn (YD 34463M) meeting no
enemy resistance.
160800H-Orlere? to move nut anil.sweep area of YD 356625.
160925Q;CP now locatel at YD 3496)0.‘ ecelveﬁ Co K's position
revrrt (YD 346621). ‘ :
161015000 K is nnw .acrnss river at YD 3ﬂf622.
161135H=-A11 units moving well with no. cantact. NV4 believed to
have moved from the area 2 AnyS ago. - ‘
C161145H-Co K's positi~n: YD 335614,
1614NNH-Cn X is mrving to nnrth side ~f -river, . !
1614758-Co L at YD 327639 is receiving SAF frnm hamlet ot YD

395637 (Vinh i),

161420H-Co L is still taking SAR frﬂm unknown size unit. TFire

fizght starte? with small arms sniner fire ani has developed into
l intense small arms and automatic wennons fire, Tanks are moving

un to sunmort Cn L at YD 326637, Sunprrting arms are being
== e Airected against the enemy.
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1615 30H-New €F location at YD 333627,

1615458-Cn I anl 2 tanks arc in blocking nnsition at YD 323634.
AD on stetion is Airectinz first air strike.

1616N0H=A0 while Airecting fixel wing strike on obj at YD 326635
claimed 1 NVA XIA anl 1 large secondary explosion.

1616 10H-A0 is calling in artillery on obj. :
161625H-Tlat~~n from Co K moving up to left flank of Co L« Co L
rressing the attack from northeast to sruthwest.

16165 H~Flare ship requested,

161715H~41r strike in progress., Tixed wing receiving heavy
automatic fire ~n bomb runs.

161925H-Co L an?! tanks have penetrated into obj area., Continping
to nress the attack with a ronlling cover effect by sup ortlmz ATMmS
1519?SH—Illum1ntt1ﬂn startedl in order to continmue the attack.
-161945H~CP group snottel 10-12 VC/NVLA fleeing obj ~ttempting to
crnss river about T5-100 meters from CF location., CP group
nrened fire on cnemy resulting in T NVA KIX =n1 1 TOW,

162210B~Co L is still wrnceelinz thr\uwh hamlot area meeting

resistance. '

;/>L)/ 170420H-Cn I and Co L's 11nes now %10& tngether f~r the remainder .

. " of the night.

- 170820H-Co K mrving to attack hemlets at YD 314630 and YD 316634,
171100H-Cn K at YD 317632 while reconning ohj at YD 316634 made
crntesct with 3 VC in = house resulting in 3 VC XIA.
17127 H~CP now located at YD 322641
171300H=Co I anl Cn L report after conducting detailed search of
obj arca at YD 325636 finding 30 NV4 KIA.
171400H~-C~ X 2t YD 316633 cncruntered o small delaying fﬂrce left
behind while 20-30 VC fled tn north. Attack by Co K killed . 3 VC,
found 6 weannns (3 of which were found near the 3 VC killed.in a
hruse previ~usly mentioned), 1 POW, and munitions.
AT520HE-Co K ﬂnﬂ Co I now moving to YD 307637.

1763080 - ~ney. Ingation by AmTracs.

2315H-TPQ-10 belng Arapmed at YD 285609,
2(9 130255H -TpR-101ts heing dronned on Obj 3. '
' 180800E-Co I sweeping through hamlet YD 520646--nn contact,
Averything aprears normal.
T31ONCH-Cn R at YD 310654 reports all is normal,
18¥2008~CP is now at YD 309657 awaiting .to. be. plckeﬁ up b ILCM!'s
*Mto—f“tm st AmTrac Bn. v ‘
<;~:::IBT5”ﬁ“ﬁ$wst-iank’ﬂoﬂgoﬂ on ICM., CP group now moving ~rut by LVT's.

1ﬂ160ﬁq—3} arrives at Tst AmTrac Bn position
E@\L%%%ﬂ@

S——

E

DECLASSIFIED



