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9th Mn.rinc ,~m;1hi hious :Brk~n_c 
11'T'il Snn T.irf'l,ncisco, Cn.liforni:", 9h~n2 

3/THS/rmh 
3000 
9 M~,r 68 
005-60 

From: Command~ Officer 
To: CO!ll!llr.'J'ldor, Specip_l Ln,nni!lt':i :Coree Bmvo 

Sub,j: CommMd Chronobgy for Tloriod 1 Fobrur.ory 1963 - 3 l~n.roh 1968 

Ref: (n.) 
(b), 
(c) 

Mel) 5750.2 
F~1Fr.~Co 57)0.0 
9th Mr'.r Ildr;o 5750.1 B 

Enel: J(1) Battalion Lnnding Te~m 3/1 Commqnn Chronology 

1. In I'l.ccl')r'.~nce with tho -pr')visions of references (a), (b), and (0) 
encl')sure (1) is submitto1.· 

2. This letter i\.1)"!l1t('rr>/toiJ, tl') unclnssific"1 upon rem'va~ of onclosurQ (1). 
,. .•. -~ . ..,/ jl' (. i " 

/ • ~,." I 

(, /' /" -y.::< ~9fJ 
J. V. KN'AFr, , 

M~jort U. s. ~~.rine Corps 

Acting 

SlF TaskG,.oup .. 7905 
~&l, ControL No ~IDII l' 
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Bn,'s Marines S&C No. 00 527-68

of 20. copies/Copies

HEADQUARTERS
Battelion Landing Team 3/1

9th Marine Amphibious Brignde
ETO Snn Francisco, California 96602

3/THS/rmh
3000
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9 Mar 68
005-68

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commander, Special Landing Force Bravo

Subj: Command Chronology for period 1 February 196a - 3 Merch 1968

(a) MCO 5750.2Ref:
(b), FMFFACO 5750.8
(c) 9th Mar BrigO 5750.1B

Encl: (1) Battalion Landing Team 3/1 Command Chronology

1. In accordance with the provisions of references (a), (b), and (o)
enclosure (1) is submitted.

This letter downgraded to unclassifie? unon removal of enclosure (1).2.

J. V. KNAPT
Major, U. S. Marine Corps

Acting

SLF TaskGroup 79.5
S&L control_ No 0010113
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PART I OnG1INIZATION1'. .. L '"'/JTA 

fERICD COVER~ 

1 Febu!'.:ry' 1 968 - 3 MI''croh 196n. 
,.l . . .' 

A~: . UNIT J'lESIGNATION 

1. Battl'l..lion Lp.nding Team 3/1 
'.1 • 

. Company I 
Company K 
Oompp-.ny L 
Company M 

H&S 00 (-) (Rein) 
3rd fl~ IR0in), ~o C, 
3rd I'lt nein), Co C, 
1 st 1'1 t Roin) t Co to, 
3rd n t rreirD t CO' A, 
4th llt nein) , Co B, 

·1 st I'lt (Uein), Co 1'), 

1.st Tc.nk Dn 
5th AT Bn 
1 at MT En 
1 st Eng :Bn 
3rd /unTrt:c 3n. 
1 st Rocon. Bn 

1st Meillln/' 2nd P1t (Rein), CO' Ot 
net, Co A, 1 st SF Bn 
:net, Hq En, 1 at M.'-":l:' '1i v 
:Jet, LSU, For Log Crn't 

2. Attaohed Units 

TI~ry 0, 1st En, 11th M~r 
Btry W, 2nd J3n, 11th Mar 

B. STl~ OFFICBTIS 

XO 
8-1 

S- 2 
5-3 
8-4 - . ,. f 

1 

DECLASSIFIED 

LtCoJ.. Me MCQUo\.JN 

Capt. L.R. MO~U1i 
capt. J.E. REG1~ 
Capt. E. S. HEMnrr.L 
Cc.pt. ll ... ~. T".rf'lMf"S 

(;" J?ll-15Feb) 
Capt. ll. B. LE\.,rIS 

C15Feb-3Mr..rJ 
Cant. R.J~ FISHER 
Lt~ R;E. ?AIllUSH . 
Lt .. n.L. BllOVJllI ~ 
Lt. T.B. BOGEL~ 
Lt. C.J. ~~ONEY Jr 
Lt. E.L. METZIGER 
Lt. P.R. YOUNG 

(;1 Jm-1Feb) 
Sgt. " .. M. '''00 

(7Feb-;Mr"!r) 
Lt. M~H. POMERANTZ 
Lt. R.J. ICXUM 
Lt. n. W. RIPI' 
Lt. A. M. COW.A.RD 

Capt. P.A. MCLAUGHLIN 
c~pt. J. T. WINKLER 

M'!j. W.M. THURMAN 
Lt. M. P,il-LLO Jr 

(31 Jan-9Feb) 
Lt. S.E. mUFFIN 

(9Feb-}Mar) 
Lt. R. I). TEMPLETON 
Maj. T.R. SHl~ON 
Capt. n.E. NEVlELL 

(W~OOt~.?~n~~ j 

.. '--_. "' __ ',__ ,,_ .~.J 
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UNCLASSIFIED

PART I ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

PERIOD COVERED

1 Febuary 1968 - 3 March 1958

A. UNIT DESIGNATION

1. Battalion Landing Team 3/1 LtCol M. MCQUOWN

Capt. L.R. MORANCompany I
Company K Capt. J.E. REGAL
Company L Capt. E.S. HEMPEL
Company M Capt. R.A. THOMAS

(31 Jan-15Feb)
Capt. R.B. LEWIS
(15Feb-3Mr.r)

H&S Oo (-) (Rein) Capt. R.J. FISHER
3rd Plt (Rein), 60 C, 1st Tank In Lt. R.E. PARRISH
3rd Flt (Rein), Co C, 5th AT En Lt. D.L. BROWN
1st Plt (Rein), Co for 1st MT Bn Lt. T.B. BOGEL

Lt. C.J. MALONEY Jr3rd Plt (Rein), Co A, 1st Eng In
4th Plt (Rein), Co B, 3rd AmTrec Bn Lt. E.L. METZIGER
1st flt (Rein), Co 7, 1st Recon Bn Lt. P.R. YOUNG

(31 Jan-7Feb)
Sgt. n.M. WOO
(7Feb-3Mar)

2nd Plt (Rein), Co C, 1st Med On Lt. M.R. POMERANTZ
Det, Co A, 1st SP Bn Lt. R.J. HEXUM
Det, Hq Bn, 1st Mar Div Lt. R.W. RIPP
Det, LSU, For Log Cmd Lt. A.M. COWARD

2. Attached Units

Btry C, 1st Bn, 11th Mar Capt. P.A. MCLAUGHLIN
Btry W, 2nd Bn, 11th Mar Capt. J.T. WINKLER

B. STAFF OFFICERS

Maj. W.M. THURMANXO
S-1 Lt. M. PALLO Jr

(311 Jan-9Feb)
Lt. S.E. GRIFFIN
(9Feb-3Mar)

Lt. R.D. TEMPLETONS- 2
Mej. T.H. SHANNONS-3
Capt. D.E. NEWELLS-4

1
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Comtmlnic8tiClns Officer 

"lir Liais')n Officer 
Supply Officor 
Motor Trr1ns'~ort Officer 
C'haplain 
Medic'l,l Officer 

c. LOC."TION 

,. 

01 Feb 68 - 18 Feb 68: Soc ~ll.RT IV. 

• 
..-~~ . 

. ~ , .. '" .. ~ .• ," i-

. 1 stLt J~. V\;\T1.T 
. (31 Jan-7Fe b) 

2dLt C. ~. EMBREY 
(7Fob-3Hqr) 

Ca-pt. J. s. :R~r,J<ER 

(31 Jnn-3Feb) 
CaIJt. ,Il. G. SKINNER 

(3Feb-3T1ar) 
Capt. C. E. :r.'LE:HUTG Jr 
2dLt P. G. MCCJiRTHY 
2dLt T.e B. VOGEL 
Lt J~'. .:'le GimTTERM;\N 
Lt G. F. C;.HLmtiGNO 

18 Feb 68 - 290600H Feb 68: Opcrfl.ti ''In SALINE - '-:)unng Tri 
Province, llVN. 

290600H Feb 6rJ - 03 Mar 68: ()porn.ti.-,n S''.LP1T!;j~T/'='OT,EON -
C),uan.r; Tri ?rovince, RYN 

{)fficcr EnliSt8d Officer Enlisted --
63 1574 7 86 

'.-" ,. ," • i:' 

;:';'t.1\:t ~:. ['" ~ 
2 

DECLASSIFIED 
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UNCL ASSIFIED

1stLt A. V.MARTEmbarkation Officer
(31 Jan-7Feb)

2dLt C. 7. EMBREY
(7Feb-3Mar)

Capt. J. S. RECKERCommunications Officer
(31 Jan-3Feb)

Capt. R. G. SKINNER
(3Feb-3Mar)

Capt. C. E. FLEMING JrAir Liaison Officer
2dLt P. G. MCCARTHYSupply Officer
2dLt T. B. VOGELMotor Transport Officer
Lt A. A. GUETTERMANChaplain
Lt G. F. CARLOMAGNOMedical Officer

C. LOCATION

01 Feb 68 - 18 Feb 68: See PART IV.
18 Feb 68 - 290600H Feb 68: Operation SALINE - Quang Tri

Province, RVN.

290600H Feb 68 - 03 Mar 68: Operation SALINE/MAPOLEON -

Quang Tri Province, RVN

D. AVORAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

USNUSMC

Enlisted OfficerOfficer Enlisted

63 861574 7

UNCLASSIFIE
2
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..... -' • • 
H •. L()GISTICS' ... ~. 

See ?f3T tv •. 

I. CIVIL j'.C'I'ION 

See Pf.RT. IV. 

J.' A-i)MINi 8m' TrVE' 

1. .'\.wards Two~hvy C0mmendgti'm Mcd/11swere received from GG 9th 
H:~B to be nwarded as. S00n as coniitions permit. The BLT. ha.s 
rec(1mmended three Silver StFr Medals and' ten Bronze ·'StarMer.dals as ,. 'If,.... 
'if this wri ti11t~ MC- ml'..ny more will' follow r:.s soc,n as the comb",t 
situation permits. ~''i ~., "''iI!!"' 

2. ,Lef,'?,l ann i)iscipline Two investigations of J,nJury were initinted 
.. to inquireint::l circumstMces(1f p()Ssible misc:"nduct~: There were no 

c(1urts-mp.rtinl 0r non-judicif',l runishments c.uriniT this j)oriod. Two 
men remain "UA",·. hl'tving missed m0vement .<">n 29 Februp_ry, 1968, when 
the .·.me returned fr'>m the I'hilippinos. ()Y,;r.".11 disci'-line remain.s 
exoellent. 

3. Postp.1 Mnil rlelivery has been :>,s good [ts. '''0ssiblc under the 
crimh~t: crmditim1s ;'1rosont.· Miq,il !:TrI.s .re-routed tvlice,.,rhen the TILT 
staffs~ction mf")ven. ~.shore tf) Thng Hr, while the j~lG W\S in the 
?hil:i,,ppines. L".ck, nf sppce avdlp,l,le £'0r the s~lrtink and st0ring [If 

.. IDP.i1 c~)htinues tf) bn !.lnrobl.em. '. 

'4.' n&R 9;uotr::.s TheRLT flirl not. receivo its .Tl&H qu')t~sfor Fohru~%'y" 
until 10 Fehruary, hlj1:TGveri it ~sod ",.11 r.nssible qU0tHs'sinco n~ne 
h:;vi been availahlo' since. 1 Deoember 1967. The quotns used were: 7 
fnr BMr,'k I')k , '10 fl')r Hnwn,ii, (.. r'>r H1ng K'}ng, 2. for Ku::'.la lumpur, 5 
f-<1' Si1ncy, 5 f0r Tn.il'oi, 3 .f')r, Tnkyn, nnd 1 each fot Mmiln, PenMg, 

". Sill(!a~~re, nnq Okinn.wa:.' ", ~gi' " ".~ 

5. 'PrmD"Jtions There were 75 rer:1l1,ir T'romotions fOl!';Cf')rporA.l, 64 
for Lance Corporal, rol 'l 15 r""r rFC1ur~nc the Derio~~'., There was I)ne 
meritori"lU8 T'rClin0tion t"Sergop,nt, ."..8 vrell<:'.s h';" C0mpat meritori0uS 
nrom0tions tn both SergeMt and Corroral. There". wore t6-.·'Prom?tions 
to First Lieutenant ~,nd. one tf) Cn,;,tr.in." . . " 

6. Pay p..nd Allownnces ~Ul men in the fi01·1 were"f1.,i,~n ,an,J;;:,})Porttmity 
to sel?-rJ. pay tn their next ()f kin by onrlf)rsod !1w;,irnmc:lnt' checks. In 
p.ddition,., ~~ M1.rines being tre!lsferre''l., €':'i.ng11'1!ll€l·"'IU ··em~r~ency loave, 

. "'o:~ "fil1iIlfr, ,~R quntRs w,:re pnic'l ;-rinr t'"'l their 1eparty..r~ • 
. , -l ..... • ... 

5 
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H. LOGISTICS

See PART IV.

I. CIVIL ACTION

See PART IV.

J. ADMINISTR TIVE

1. Awards Two Navy Commendation Medals were received from CG 9th
MAB to be awarded as soon as conditions permit. The BLT has
recommended three Silver Star Medals and ten Bronze Star Medals as
of this writing and many more will follow as soon as the combat
situation permits.

2. Legal and Discipline Two investigations of injury were initiated
to inquire into circumstances of possible misconduct. There were no
courts-mertin] or non-judicial punishments during this period. Two
men remain "UA", having missed movement on 29 February, 1968, when
the ARG returned from the Philippines. Overall discipline remains
excellent.

3. Postal Mail delivery has been as good as possible under the
combat conditions present. Mail was re-routed twice when the BLT
staff section moved ashore tn Dong Ha while the ARG was in the
Philippines. Lack of space available for the sorting and storing of
mail continues to be a problem.

4. R&R quotas The BLT did not receive its R&R quotes for February
until 18 February, however it used all possible quotas since none
had been available since 1 December 1967. The quotas used were: 7
for Bangkok, 10 for Hawaii, 6 for Hong Kong, 2 for Kuala Lumpur, 5
for Sidney, 5 for Taipei, 3 for Tokyo, and 1 each for Manila, Penang,
Singapore, and Okinewa.

5. Promotions There were 75 regular promotions for Corporal, 64
for Lance Corporal, and 15 for PFC during the period. There was one
meritorious promotion to Sergeant, as well as two combat meritorious
promotions to both Sergeant and Corporal. There were 16 promotions
to First Lieutenant and one to Captain.

6. Pay and Allowances All men in the field were given an opportunity
to send pay to their next of kin by endorsed government checks. In
addition, all Marines being transferre\, going home on emergency leave,
or filling R&R quotas were paid prior tn their departure.

5
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• • 
' . 

. ..... 
7. . 'I")st "8x:chn,n~e n0st :E:x:vhnnge f,"'cilitics wore vory limited due 
to comb"".t 0'f)er".,tions. Howevor, sunr'l.ry pf'.cks wore issued. to meet 
most h8nlth 8n~ comfl")rt needs. 

8. Religbus Services ?luring this period, with the J31T 1'..shore, 
Ch~.plain Hugh O'Rcgrm connuctc1 nne TI"'lmrn Catholic M'1sS for the 
TILT. Forty vlOrshipcrs atten1.ec1. other 'Hasses '-lore ctmceled Que 
to tc.ctic"l mnnuevers. However, n(\m~ Cntholic Lay Services were 
conriucted hy lay lop.r1ors. The 3attalinn ChRnlr:dn conducte"l nine 
nrotestn,nt services with totp,l n-ttendFtnCe of 1135. There "IIlere also 
three protestant trw Services ".;ith 50 o.ttendin.s;. Chaplain Cbrk 
Tea of the 1 st "l.mTrn.cs cl)nr1Ucte1 two services for "C n J39.ttery with 
12~ att(·mding. 

(a) 

(h) 

Losses 
Battle 
Ldmin 

:'lerlacement s 

USMC 
Officer Enlisted 

5 165 
7 136 

11 272 

USN 
Offioer mnlisted 

o 8 
o 0 
o 5 

. 
/ 

'lIuring the first 2i' weeks of Fehrtl!:try 13.\8 and the C&C PIt rem,q,inen 
abon.rd the Vrrlley Fr1rr"e hF1,nrUinp; casual ties resnl tnnt frnm BLT 3/1 t S 

operp,tinns p,sh0re. 
0n 12 Feb 6f1 it W';J,S deciri80. to set up "'. 13'.:') e.shore. The Ilattali:-.n 
Sur!!e"n p.l"ng Hi th i the 13.11

, S C0rnsme..'1 excluJ'ling the cr.sunl ty 
reTlortil'lfl,' secti0n .i·,inen the TILT 'l,sh,re n.t this ti.me. The persl"ln­
nel rem[1.inin:; F,b0'1Tr1 ship continuc:d t, functil::'n ns before. 
On 17 Feb 68 the rernainrier of the 1)'8 n.l'Dc"': vlith twCl r1'lctors ann. 
10 cClrpsmen fr'1m the C&C at off 11)C'tricr1 f'nd L·roceel1.cd to "l" Co 3d. 
1181 Bn nt "1Jnng lIn to reinfnrce thn,t f,",cility. The remrdnder I)f 
the C&C ':"'1 t sto.yod rch'll"l.rn the ~T",-11ey F(\r;~e to render c'"lntinuing 
crere to the rdients rtlrep.oy hnspitaliz(~a. It '.J"S subsequently 
decided tn set up P" ren,r arc.'":, BAS r.t the mnuth nf the Gun Viet 
River in the 1 st AmTrrtc :rln cwtcmment. This 1"P.8 clIme by the Assist­
ent Battali'"ln Su;rgeon ANI P. c(lntinr,'ent ('If 3AScorpsmen on 20 Feb 68 • 

. L. DTTELLIGE:T'.TCE 

See ~'X-(T rv. 

}II. . COMMlJ]\TIC!~TIO"T8 

See ? .AHT IV. 
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7. lost Exchange Post Exvhange facilities were very limited due
to combot operations. However, sundry packs were issued to meet
most health and comfort needs.

8. Religious Services During this period, with the BLT ashore,
Chaplain Hugh O'Regan conducted one Roman Catholic Mass for the
BLT. Forty worshipers attended. Other Masses were canceled due
to tactical manuevers. However, Roman Catholic Lay Services were
conducted by lay leaders. The Battalion Chaplain conducted nine
nrotestant services with total attendance of 435. There were also
three protestant Lay Services with 50 attending. Chaplain Clark
Tea of the 1st AmTracs conducted two services for "C" Battery with
123 attending.

9. Personnel Changes
USMC USN

(a) Losses Officer Enlisted Officer Enlisted
Battle 165 85 O

136Admin 7 00
(h) Replacements 11 272 50

K. MEDICAL/DENTAL AFFAIRS

During the first 2 weeks of February BAS and the C&C Plt remained
aboard the Valley Force handling casualties resultant from BLT 3/1's
operations ashore.
m 12 Feb 68 it was decided to set up a B S ashore. The Battalion
Surgeon along with the BAS corpsmen excluding the casualty
reporting section joined the BLT eshore at this time. The person-
nel remaining aboard ship continued tn function as before.
On 17 Feb 68 the remainder of the BAS along with two doctors and
10 corpsmen from the C&C Flt off loaded and proceeded to "n" Co 3rd
Med Bn at Dong Ha to reinforce that facility. The remainder of
the C&C Dlt stayed aboard the Valley Forme to render continuing
care to the patients already hospitalized. It was subsequently
decided to set up ? rear area BAS et the mouth of the Cun Viet
River in the 1st AmTrac Bn cantonment. This was done by the Assist-
ant Battalion Surgeon and a contingent of BAS corpsmen on 20 Feb 68.

L. INTELLIGENCE

See PART IV.

M. COMMUNICATIONS

UNCLASSIFIED

See PART IV.
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See PART IV. 

o. FIRE! str'PO'?T 

See rAnT IV,. 
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DECLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIEDWEATHER

See PART IV.

0. FIRE SUPPORT

See PART IV.

P. AIR SUPTORT

See PART IV.
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• • 1-;~::c-&-:::-i:-~:'-/-::M-:iI.-r-in-e-so-:-&-C-~-~-o-.. -(j-o-:Z-o-t-i~-~-rl ';~~"1 
,~_ ~. ~ ~ '~. ::r~>'c _' ,-. 

HE}j)CI,Ut.RTERS 
3a,ttpji("l~ Lnni1 ing Tenm 3/1 

F?O, Spn Frp..nciscn. 96(02 
()3/THS/rmh 
300 () 
14 ihr 1968 

• "'-:-",LL., 

per •.. No. 0003-6e 

From: Com~~ding Officer· 
Tr): eTC 79.5 

Sub,i: C0mbr:lt After Act inn RecJOrt (OperA.tion BADGER CtTCH) 

eTG 79.5 Operation nrui 120A-67 
W,p!=): VIn]TN!-M1 :50, oro, XM8 Series (;442 IV 

Orer8,tir)n Ovorlav 
Sketch Me:T's 0f M-"'"i or En::~p.r;ement s 
Extrr-wts :crr)ffi 8 .. 3 J0urnfll 

1. 01')oratinn B'.nGBR C)\TCH 

2. 1)a!Sc?_,:w.-:r1 Location. ~ 
a. r/ -,[p,tion "St,"lG:m Ci TeR heiTan 0n 23 JrmuAxy 1968 Mrl. WA.S terminate/ {J' 

3. 

·:'i:. ~ n J1'ehruary 1960. . r-

h. 

(1) ?hasG I of opcm,tinn IJ.";J)rr''';}l CN.rCE Instcrl fr0m 23163(lR Jan 68 
until 26140n H J2n hO nn";. W\S uililGr the contrr'll of eTG 79.5. 

(2) fhHse II:n t 2t1 flJ't"H In.n (.;8 13LT 3/1 CHO? to 3rrlM!'tr1)i van!! 
c::ntinuGn. hnsicnlly the S2me missi0n unier crmtr"l of the 
1'st .':.mTr'10 Bn ,.,i th 0,,1e n8.me S.ilLINE. F0r RLT 3/1, this 
;~h0.8e c")ntinues <'oS ·,f the enrl. ")fthis renortod peri0n. 

Tl10 r:d_ssi"n 1'Hls:i.{:;ned. to BLT 3/1 W[tstn olc'1,f tho north hl'l.nk of 
t'r,n C-;:a Viot River Md !l.'\i!'.ceht :"rep.s r-f (;)l1emy f·:)rc(;)s. The 
rr(:_'-~~':,.cr, hns remn.incl unchP.ru:r,.e1. through"""lut. the operati0n. The 
G~\.=u:t h")uni:-:.rios 0f the 'l.ro8. of "perati·'n were nd,justed numerous 
t:iT.SS; h01vover, all BLT 3/1 activities were conducted within 
-I n ,~\;O meters (if the m0uth r>f the Cua Viet River. See enolosure 
( 'il 

C,.., mmi',;l'-!. H::"",.n.c:, ~,".rt ore 
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nn Ser. No. 0003-68

From: Commanding Officer
To: CTG 79.5

Subj: Combat After Action Report (Operation BADGER CATCH)

(R) CTG 79.5 Operation Plan 120A-67Ref:
(b) MAPS: VIETNAM 1:50,000, AMS Series 6442 IV

Encl: (1) Operation Overlay
(2) Sketch Maps of Major Engagements
(3) Extracts From S-3 Journal

1. Operation BADGER CATCH

2. Dates and Location.
Optration BADGER CATCH began on 23 January 1968 and was terminateda.
on 18 February 1968.
(1) Phase I of Operation BADGER CATCH lasted from 231630H Jan 68

until 261400H Jan 68 and was under the control of CTG 79.5.
Phase II: at 261400H Jan 6B BLT 3/1 CHOP to 3rdMarDiv and(2)
continued basically the same mission under control of the
1st AmTrac Bn with code name SALINE. For BLT 3/1, this
phase continues es of the end of this reported period.

h. The mission assigned to BLT 3/1 was to clear the north bank of
the Outa Vict River and adjacent areas of enemy forces. The
mission has remained unchanged throughout the operation. The
exect boundaries of the area of operation were adjusted numerous
times; however, all BLT 3/1 activities were conducted within
10,000 meters of the mouth of the Cua Viet River. See enclosure
(1)

3. Commenti Headquarters
BADGER DAPCH 231800-261400H Jan 60--SLF (CTG 79.5) aboard USSa.
VALLEY FORGE.

h. SALINE from 261400H Jan 68--1st AmTrec 3n--1st AmTrec Bn Combat
Base (YD 345695).

SLF TaskG-oup 79.5
580 conticl No 5010114*

DECLASS!! FIEDDOWNGRADED T 3 YEAR INTERVALS:
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS

TAB A
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4. TflSk i)rg,mi zatinn 

BLT 3/1 
H&S CO (-) (Rein) 

Det, Hq BIl, 1st Mar TJiv 
Det, Hq Co; 1 st M-'J..r 
Det, ntT,t 0 (Rein), 1st In, 11th Mar 
Dot, Comm ?l t, Hq Cn, 1 st Mgr 
net, ~ent~l C~, 9th M~B 
2. :'l. ~lt (Rein), Co a, 1 st Hcr'l En 
3i'\ '1 t (Rein) (-) Co I., 1 st Enp: En 
Dot, 1SU, ~0r Lng Cmd 
Det, C') il, 1 st s~ :::In 
1 st ?l t (Rein), Cn .1\, 1 st }1T En 

.' 
Lt. "Col. M. MCQUo\ifN 
C'l:,t It. J. FISHER 
,.~'-~""-'" '.- "" .. -_ .... -. ... ' ~. r' :': .~;h~,:~~~~<:~,.~ti:{4 r 

.... " ... -. -'- ., ... '-"~'" ... - ........... -"" ._.1 

('ct 2 h2"4-"H Jpn hf\ [1. nrnvisionnl ri flo co 
(C0 N) 1'.'1.S f0rmei utilizim T'Crsonnel fr0m 
att~,ched units) 

.Co I ('(ein) 
Co I 

,,' 
~~:,; J!l'~;~"': :~~, 

:)ct, H&8 Co 
H'/lC Tm 
T)et 7 ]\Ten. :::1 t 
re: Tm, 81 rmn J-'fnrtar PIt 
~T~~. Spot Tm 

'Tk,:, 2t:ry C (Rein), 1st En, 11th Mar 
T;;)r 3d PIt (Rein), Co i" 1 st E1'12' Bn 
H8'r 'I'm, Dot Co A, 1 st SJ' :an 

1'\">,, l;'&8 Co 

T)E"~, Mert, PIt 
FO 'I'm, l1 mm n0rtar Plt 
NGF ST>0t Tm 

Dot, Bt~y C (TIe in) , 1st 3n, 11th M9.r 
T "Ci ",'; '.- (p .) C ~ 1 t '" ~ m" ," .', c. v 1,"L81n, () "'" S F.Jng .')11 

BS>~; J.:ll~ Dct, Cr) A, 1 st Sf :Bn 

2 
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Crtpt L. R. MORAN 

Capt J. E. l1:En.:U, 
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4. Task Organization

BLT 3/1 Lt. Col. M. MCQUOWN
H&S CO (-) (Rein) Capt R. J. FISHER

Det, Hq 3n, 1st Mar Div
Det, Hq Co; 1st Mar
Det, Btry C (Rein), 1st 3n, 11th Mar
Det, Comm Plt, Hq Co, 1st Mar
Det, Dental Co, 9th MAB
2d Flt (Rein), Co C, 1st Med Bn
3a It (Rein) (-) Co A, 1st Eng En
Det, LSU, For Log Cmd
Det, Co A, 1st SP Bn
1st Plt (Rein), Co 1, 1st MT Bn
(At 262040H Jan 68 a provisional rifle CO
(Co N) was formed utilizing personnel from
attached units)

Co I (Rein) Capt L. R. MORAN
Co I

Dct, H&S Co
FAC Tm
Det, Med plt
PO Tm, 81mm Mortar Plt
MG Spot Tm

Del Etry C (Rein), 1st Bn, 11th Mar
To. 3d Plt (Rein), Co A, 1st Eng Bn
HST Tm, Dot Co A, 1st ST 3n

Co K (Rein) Capt J. E. REGAL
Co K
Dear, H&S Co

PAC I'm

Det, Med Plt
FO Tm, 31mm Mortar Plt
NGF Spot Tm

Det, Btry C (Rein), 1st 3n, 11th Mar
Tm. 34 PIL (Rein), Co A, 1st Eng 3n
HSC I'm, Det, On A, 1st ST Bn

DECLASSIFIED

UIUU

2

DECLASSIFIED



• 

;" ", 

."--:, ; 

'., '; 

.,.".,:, 

. ,. 

~: : 

.1 ... 

' .. 

DECLASSIFIED 

I • ' ~E-~;:::~:~i' 
. Cot (Udn) 

Co L 
"0et, H&S Co 

:W.,'C, Tm 
:r>et, Med)?lt 

: F()~ 01,mm.Mnrtrtr Fl t . 
:;)et,:Btry c (neiJ,,) , 1st Bn, 11th ¥,ar 
Tm, 3d?l t. Olein), Co A, 1 st ~ .. TIn 
HST Tm,le't , Co' At 1st SP :Bn 

. CoM (nei~) 
Co M . 
~ot,' H&SCo 
·1)et. Meil :21 t 

, ~ . 

. '. 

rOTm, R1mm Mortnr rlt 
~et, Btry C (Rein), 1st Bu, 11th MA.r 

, Tm, 3d I'l t (TIein), Co A, 1 st .:E::n€s En 
HST. Tm,J?1t, Co ll.,.,1st SF Bn 

J3trx C· (Rein), 1 st 1h, '11th Me.i 

. . Btry lif, 2d Bn,11 th Me'lr 

.... 81 mIn Mort~r n t 

'3dI'lt (Reinll Co Ct 1 st Tk Dn·· 

Ath :nt (Reinl z Co 13 2 2t1 AmTrac 

1st ::'It· {noin), en :1, 1 at Rocml 

3d nlt (1ein), c~ 0, 5th AT En 

TIn 

TIn 

.f 
'" 4._ ..... .;:- •• - ....... -;. '.:;::-:r :- • 

'e 

Capt E. S. REMPEL 

C~pt R. A. THOMAS 
23 Jan - 15 Feb 

.Cart R. B. LEWIS 
15 Fob - 11'3 Feb 

. Capt ~ ~ MCL~mGHLIN .~ . • a 

CA.l')t J • T. 1tJINKLER 

Lt K. }.f~ H/,GGEE.TY 

Lt R. E. :i:ARUISH 

Lt E. L. MET~HGER 

Lt P. R. Y0UNG 
23 Jnn--7 Feb 

Sgt D. M. \'100 
7 Feb--1C1 Feb 

lIt :l. L. BROWN 

,Tk Pl t ,. :BLT'2/4--"',ssigncd i~ dired' ~~port- of 13LT 3/1 as of 
, . . 27 Jan 60., ' 
lJ!lTrac'l t, BLT 2.L.4.-;-assigned in airod support of TILT 3/1. 

, 5. Intelligence ' '. , 
~. Enemy strength prior~ to onerR.ti'ln. '!'he .'\(iA was the normal op­

erating rtrol'l. of elements of th.e'103d And G12th Regiments, 324th 
NIT:' ")ivision. In additif"ln, VC "tUlits 0fup :to campany size wore 
believed opernting in the general vicinity of MP.i X:.'l Thi and 
Vinh QQanh Ha ne~r the Curt'Viet Rtyor. 
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Co L (Rein) Capt E. S. HEMPEL
Co L
Det, H&S Co
FAC Tm
Det, Med Plt

FO, 81mm Mortar Plt
Det, Btry C (Rein), 1st Bn, 11th Mar
Tm, 3d Plt (Rein), Co A, 1st Eng Bn
HST Tm, Det, Co A, 1st SP In

Co M (Rein) Capt R. A. THOMAS
23 Jan - 15 FebCo M

Capt R. B. LEWISDet, H&S Co
15 Feb - 18 FebDet, Med Plt

FO Tm, 81mm Mortar Plt
Det, 3try C (Rein), 1st Bn, 11th Mar
Tm, 3d Plt (Rein), Co A, 1st Eng Bn
HST Tm, Flt, Co A, 1st SP Bn

Btry C (Rein), 1st In, 11th Mer Capt : A. MCLAUGHLIN

Btry W, 2d Bn, 11th Mar Cant J. T. WINKLER

It K. M. HAGGERTY81 mm Morter flt

3d Plt (Rein), Co C, 1st Tk Bn Lt R. E. PARRISH

4th Plt (Rein), Co B, 3d AmTrac Bn Lt E. L. METZIGER

1st Dlt (Roin), Co D, 1st Recon Bn Lt P. R. YOUNG
23 Jan--7 Feb

Sgt D. M. WOO
7 Feb--18 Feb

3d Plt (Rein), Co C, 5th AT Bn It D. L. BROWN

Tk Plt, BLT 2/4--assigned in direct support of BLT 3/1 as of
27 Jan 68.

AmTrac 1t, BLT 2/4--assigned in direct support of BLT 3/1.

5. Intelligence
2. Enemy strength prior to operation. The AOA was the normal op-

erating area of elements of the 303d and 812th Regiments, 324th
NVA Division. In addition, VC units of up to company size were
believed operating in the general vicinity of Mai Xa Thi and
Vinh Quanh Ha near the Cus Viet River.

3
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b • . Enemy Str~~::th, I"TissLn. And T"ctics :)uring the O-:Jcr~tir\ll. 
IntCl'r">g.'lti:-ln or:'m/' s tn,ken d113:; nC( -che -cn;erl1ti rm confirmod that 
the enemy units c0ntrtcto'l duri4: tho onrly ph[.;.ses I)f tho--''Per-' 
ntion in My 1--,c, Xuan Khe.nh, 1'''[!l Xuan, a..'1:1. Lo Xuyon were sub­
rmUnnto t"> the 80.3r'l NYA Regiment. Tho heaviest contacts wore 
with elements "r thL) y. Bn, 8('3 :~Ggimont, but i'OW's wore also 
taken frr)m units of tho 1 stfinrt. 2,:'\ bi:Lttp,lL'ms, 803d Hogiment, as 
woll P_s ono IOH whn clA-imer!. to be fr·im the 4th. En, 270.th Regiment, 
Tho prim""ry missir;n ,of enomy units in' theAOA was to harass ",,_nd 
intor1ict w?,torb">rno trp,ffic em the Cup, Viet River between tho 
Cue. Viet p0rt fe.cility F.L'1.rl '''flPi He. Cl')mbp.t 13p,se. :;;'rior t"1, nnd 
n.t vFl.rir'Ju8 times rturin.~ tho·:)"perr-:.ticin tho onemy c0nrtuctul att:'cks 
by firo ('.n river trp,ffic utilizing s1Jl."l.ll arms, automatic 1f.J82.Jl(lDS, 
rocket Inunchers, and mnrtRXS. To accomplish his primary mis~ion: 
tho enemy han. m0vor'l units of up to C0mnF:U1y size into hamlets 
that fr()ntc-i .. on the Gun Viet !liver r::n'3. ho/\. set U1' f')~tifid de­
fonse ~0siti')ns. 
Tho enomy o stp.hlishcr1. f0rtifio<1. rtefonsiv8 lin..:)s 0n tho Gip:cs of 
t 11C }Y .. ml~ts, "Ii th defcnsiv:- pnsiti01ns in r1cT,th runnin.; brt~k into 
the cEmter ('If the ~F'[;1l()ts thomselves. In !llc"1ny instF:'cllces he 
C'"lnverto-1. tho 11 fn.milyl1 ty~·e h()mi:i shel tere thrit hl11 boon cC'n­
structcr, l,y tho cfvEirn ·~,('I'Dul!1.ti"n int"\ r"\rtifioM_ nf)siti.-ms 
11is 0Wl1 use. The ono:ny ,bfenno'1" his T)0siti"ns with tonp,city 
skill gnd cUr'!. not .1.tt2mo,t to brcr,k c'"1ntact until after r18.rk in 
tho n:rrpp,rcmt "elic"f thl"l"t the frhmrt_ly f0rCCS wmld. rlUll brwk and 
cstr:!.blish r1.ofensivoTll)siti'lns o..s de:rkness a:ppron.ched. He was 
12.rgcly unsuccessful in t 11is tp..ctic Dccnuso TILT 3/1 continued 
tho £'.ttp,ck thr"up,'hrmt thl) nir;ht When necossa-cy nnn. marle extensive 
use of illumin0tion to li{;ht the battle areo. ::mrl to rleny the 
enemy access tJ CSC.".DG r"utos. 
Enemy units c'''nt,'Lctcd ·'l.uring the "'i?)r2..ti in were e.r:no·l with norm!:tl 
smnll arms, hcn.vy r'.nrl_ lio:;ht mrtchinrr ·7,Uns, rec"illess rifles, 
60mm mortars o.nrl f32.mm m0rtrlrs 0 Extensive use Wfl.S mrvie of RFG-2 
rend .)1l'G-7 r0ckd .lmmchorsa,r;r.inst frionUyt::mks, ont os, And 
amtrr'.cs. Lnti-t8.nk minos Hore 1")12.cod. in likoly 2.venues of 
t~p.ckorl vohiclo 8.i)pron.ch 811o'l wero successful in1is2.blinl:\ sev­
eral trc'ckot1 vehicles. Nntow'1rthy W2_'S tho .".lmost cnmploto ab­
sence 0f hn-,hy tr;c.."s (',nn. nthcrsurnrisG firing rlevicos in the 
c8.pturcr1 h'1mlots, inr'l.icp.tin[~ thqt tho enemy believerl_ he could 
h"ld. thes8"'.rOr:l.s p.ge.inst friendly atte,ck A1l1. he.d not pntici.J')ated 
t,!,lc\irccAi:,.!,).· n""lr intonsity_ ~ frionlly~<IfG'"Ij,J[. 

---rrTr,:h-:e~onGmy ·~.iS~-t~~1:[11 ty t01iroct nnrl.· F\'l.just lC,rtillery 
fire ('In mnJ'l.ouvoringfrir-:n1.1y units '18 T,mll fl.S 0n frionr:Uy de­
fensive p0si tions. HO'YfQver, his. c_rtillcry fires wore 0f short 
rlur(T.ti':ln "".nrlc l['.r.:"ely inoffective. Jioln.tivoly few frien~lly cas-

Wla.; 
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b. Enemy Strength, Mission, and Tactics During the Operation.
Interrogation of DOW's taken during the operation confirmed that
the enemy units contacted during the early phases of the oper-
ation in My Inc, Xuan Khanh, Lam Xuan, and Le Xuyen were sub-
ordinate tn the 303d NVA Regiment. The heaviest contacts were
with elements of the 3d Bn, 303 Regiment, but POW's were also
taken from units of the 1st and 2d battalions, 803d Regiment, as
well as one DOV who claimed to be from the 4th Bn, 270th Regiment
The primary mission of enemy units in the was to harass and
interdict weterborne traffic on the Cue Vict River between the
Cua Viet port facility and Dong Ha Combat Base. Prior to, and
at various times during the operation the enemy conducted attacks
by fire on rivor traffic utilizing small arms, automatic weapons,
rocket launchers, and mortars. To accomplish his primary mission
the enemy had moved units of up to company size into hamlets
that fronted on the Cua Viet Rivor and had set up fortified de-
fense positions.
The enomy established fortified defensive lines on the edges of
the hamlets, with defensivo positions in depth running back into
the center of the hamlots themselves. In many instances he
converted the "family" tyme bomb shelters that had been con-
structed by the civilian population into fortified positions f
his own use. The enemy defended his positions with tenacity as

skill and did not attemnt to break contact until after dark in
the apparent belief that the friendly forces would pull back and
establish defensive positions as darkness approached. He was
largely unsuccessful in this tactic because BLT 3/1 continued
the attack throughout the night when necessary and made extensive
use of illumination to light the battle area and to deny the
enemy access to escape routes.
Enemy units contacted during the operation were armed with normal
small arms, heavy and light maching guns, recoilless rifles,
60mm mortars and 82mm mortars. Extensive use was made of RPG-2
and RFG-7 rocket launchers against friendly tanks, ontos, and
amtrecs. Anti-tank mines were placed in likely avenues of
tracked vehiclo approach and were successful in disabling sev-
eral tracked vehicles. Noteworthy was the almost complete ab-
sence of brobby trans and other surprise firing devicos in the
captured hamlets, indicating that the enemy believed he could
hold these areas against friendly atteck and had not anticipated
the direction mr intensity of friendly actions.
The enemy displayed the ability to direct and adjust artillery
fire on moneuvering friendly units as well as on friendly de-
fensive positions. However, his artillery fires were of short
duration and larrely ineffectivo. Relatively few friendly cas-
unlties and equipment damage were the direct result of enemy

DECLASSIFIED

artillery fires.
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, . Il!1th riralrl. ~'::"'ll'S n,n1. f1011 t ... l.n ... j·"n~JS W:C,;l~i:t.llrod.dl1l!i~;h8 
r. ('\pe~tion, intiicntin,-; the enemy's c··,n!llttnicatbn en.pab"ilitios. In 

.Lam Xunn, who"e t'!1e oneny's h~ttn.1iC\n cr Wr-1,S l,ocate"l., wire C"lmm-
. unicf-l.t.i"lns hl".~ heen Iniit fr;\m.!l- centrnl bunker t0~(~umhor ''If 
(lut1yiIJ;(' bunkers f()r cnmmann. anl .contrill cO(lr.J.inrttbn~ Among 

. "the items' taken fr'1m "no rrl.n.io. ,""';:>ere"tor' s fi.elrl j!l'1ck in the area 
wcis 'n. map with ('Inc !"If ,the frienrlly thmst Tl('lints mrtrked on it. 
Hl"'wqvcr; .tho thrust Tl,):lnts hn."1. heen chang-en.. several dl).Y8 0s,rlier 
r'luet"l 11. susnect(}r1 C0Ii1'1'r,,\'mise.. I 

The In.:r.r:o F).m";unts of' q?:']Jtu,re1 w.O"',nrms. ani equipment taken during 
this nperf:!ti')n RS .... Tell,asp, nurrih~r. 0f classifieq d0'cuments, 
r1illr,ies, etc, alsr) su.,.,port. the belief thr_t the enemy inteniled to 
holn his Dl')si tions Ann. WA,S 0nlyfnrccr1 by intense frienrlly pres-
sure tl') seg-ment .his units Find A.ttCffi-pt to. withdrawal. . 
In" summry ttho main eRemy tp.ctic ~Luring tho operation' W~,S to 
attompt tri (t8fen1 Fin·'\. holrl. in his fort ifi8d hn.ml.etposi ti0 ns, 
in order tl) utilize these ir1cdi0ns to interdict traffic on' the 
Cua Viet River. The (mly If'_rge-scnle ar;grc8~ivfj3' actio~ 'he at­
te.mptcr,1 wes. in the, Gl1rlY,morning- h'lurs of Fehruary 2 when he 
crmn.Ucted 0. bl'..ttnlion size FI.ttMk 'm the nightitefensive positi'"lns 
of 'Co K. However, intelligence rlevol") Tlen. from .df'lcuments and 
:POl{'s tr.ken sever!".l r(A.ys eo.rlie.r in the opor8,tl0n h-':1.d indicated 
suc.l1 r.n n.ti;Mk \-1p.s immin~nt.· In light of this intelligenco Co K 
.h~n. !lJ.')ve~ their dofensi vcnosi t1()n scvornl hunrl.rod metors just 
n.tter 'l.!?rk. Tho onemies '1")rOT1f'.rp.tory portillery r.md mortr.r fire 
T;ms~ C1. ire ct e-t hp..rmlcssly 0ntho :T1r8vi0usly vacated p0si tions. 

'" ,fuenhe Ip.unchor'f his gr . ..,imt'l. as~au]t, hewns oxpose1 to inten&le 
.f1'i(3nnly n.rtillcry fWl. nnvnl gu.nfi~~c nttf1ck, as well ns small 
n.rms, . p.u.:t0 m.o.t ie wep.nons, n.nr'l.. m"lrt~r fires fr'\ni. thG new Co It 
j'Jositions. This o.:t;tack c .... st tho. enGmy 141 (I.08."1.'1S well as the 
1'188 of, fl.. Ip,1'!\e number of indi virtu"'.} nj1:'1 ero", servol'l wOIl,!,)ons. 

c. Terr;.in. The most pr0minmlt torr"in fo"ture "iithin th~ 1.011 wn.s 
the Cun. Viet. ::1ivo1' runninr; southwost to n"1rthen.st. A belt of 
sarfriy ortrren' S'1il oxten1s inlan1; n,bout 5nnr me~ers on h')th the 
nnrth ::i.nrl south 8r-.nks of the Curt Viet. This p.roo. hns same 

. h!imlets.t cultivn.tci fieHs p..nr'l. pr>:1.'Ues but Ip,ri;e: n.rcFCS "_1'0 barren 
,"\nrl uninhahited., An extensive n~/1.c1y aren.·b r)l'(lers ,"\n the snndy 
n.rea,. It is hcrwily populfl,tc'lHith nume:r'""us hamlets ~11Jl is a 
~ich :rice f,'r0wing area. Treelines'clong the river and within 
the hn.m1ets were composed mostly '"If n spocios .of pine tree and 
bA.mhoq which. prov:i rlod the enemy exce;Uent cf)n~ealment P,.nri. irleru. 
l<"lc;lticms :r~1' his fortificntirms. Extensive p8.ri.ri.y;areas ))1'0-

__ hH:i·ber'l. th0 use I')f w,heeled. vchcil8S and in many caSes pr9ved . 
d~;.:'!' icul t f0r trrtcRed veRloles. 

'- ~ 0 -=--~~ . 
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Both field relies and field thlaminnes were exptured duringethe
operation, indicating the enemy's communication capabilities. In
Lam Xuan, where the enemy's battalion CP was located, wire comm-
unications had been laid from a central bunker to a number of
outlying bunkers for command and control coordination. Among
the items taken from one radio operator's field pack in the area
was a map with one of the friendly thrust points marked on it.
However, the thrust points had been changed several days earlier
due to a suspected compromise.
The large amounts of captured weapons ant equipment taken during
this operation as well as a number of classified documents,
diaries, etc, also support the belief that the enemy intended to
hold his positions and was only forced by intense friendly pres-
sure to segmont his units and attempt to withdrawal.
In summary, the main enemy tactic during the operation was to
attempt tn defend and hold in his fortified hamlet positions,
in order to utilize these locations to interdict traffic on the
Cua Viet River. The only large-scale aggressive action he at-
tempted was in the early morning hours of February 2 when he
conducted a bettalion size attack on the night/defensive positions
of Co K. However, intelligence developed from documents and
POW's taken several days earlier in the operation had indicated
such an attack was imminent. In light of this intelligence Co K
had moved their defensive position several hundred meters just
after dark. The enemies preparatory artillery and mortar fire
was directed harmlessly on the previously vacated positions.
When he leunched his ground assault, he was exposed to intense
friendly artillery and navel gunfire attack, as well as small
arms, automatic weapons, and morter fires from the new Co K
positions. This attack cost the enemy 141 dead as well as the
loss of a large number of individual and crew served weapons.
Terrain. The most prominent terrain festure within the 40A wasC.
the Cua Viet River running southwest tn northeast. A belt of
sandy barren soil extends inland about 5000 meters on both the
north and south banks of the Cun Viet. This area has some
hamlets, cultivated fields and paddies but large areas are barren
and uninhabited. An extensive paddy area borders on the sandy
area. It is heavily populated with numerous hamlets and is a
rich rice growing area. Treelines along the river and within
the hamlets were composed mostly of a spocies of pine tree and
bamboo which provided the enemy excellent concealment and ideal
locations for his fortifications. Extensive paddy areas pro-
hibited the use of wheeled vehciles and in many cases proved
difficult for tracked vehicles.
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d. 1'leA-ther. 1,'.Jo"'.tber f(1r thee first five d,ws of the operati<"1n WI1S 

ch'1r~ctcrize'-l by cnrly ~:"'rni!17 fng [',1'1,"1' thcn hright, sunny wC:1.ther 
,.rith unlimitorJ. visihility.. For the rom~.inc1.er of the oporr:,tion, 
the wenther '·'f'.S t:rnicp.l (1f th.:l flCr.':chin" period, chn,rn.cterized 
by for.;;· light n.rizzlc, f'r.·~ cuilincsgenfJrdly unrkr ?()0 feot. 
Both t,.,ctic:,l I"',n'1 rQSJlJ1TJ¥..'J~;JQ.:rf't.Lm~~r were sevorel;l ~nm- ~" ." 
;ao~~.;};riLi!l*.llli:-J:t~2<1s9!LE.e~u"plY"h1lCl..J:4=oo~uee~:.:o-y,.,.J.,y~,J):'~IlJ.~--,~," 

.. thE 1st t.mTrn,c Bnttl',linn loQEti.Qn nOP,r tho---f!.Q.uth",oLt.b.9_G.1J.0Lct--:< 
.' Riv~"'r4J8~;-;;:i~ th~ -po:ri;1"",is; c;nt'rib~t0cl" . 
m~ tf) the trlJ.fficnhility ;:>roblems Gnc:?~tered in the 
nroB._by __ tr.;;;_ckQ.d_Y'21?-iclos. ' 

6. Missi'ln. lIlT 3/1 I S mis-~uring OporC\ti0n ]/''1G-:iJR C \TCH ",as to 
clr;~r the n0rth hnnk nf the Cu,~. Viet :·\.iver nn1 ndjPcct:mt [',rep.s of 
onemy fo:1:"::os. 

7 • Exocuti '"'11.' 
0,. C"n~~~)t. ;" t tho stn,rt "If t1'le npQr",ti,n, it vIP,S kn0wn th:'t t l\1V A 

f'lrces hnrl 0ccun iod pnsiticnS':'ln the north bank of the Cue. Viet 
qnri from these p::Jsiti"ns hp,"-1 begun tC' interrUct rivor traffic 
between the mouth of th\" , Cur, Viet ;,liver n,\1ei DO!1b Ha C0mbe,t Base. 
Recent c'ul.VN attrwks 0n these ;J0siti.::Jns hpil produced uncertain 
resul ts p~n1 enemy strength in the rcr8::'c ,ins unknown. BLT 3/1 
le-nr1erl nt the mouth ':1f tho Cu~, Viet p-nri bor;rn so",rch 1JJll. cle8r 
nnerfttions in tho hrcmlots nlnn!2,' tho north f,ank. T'£l0 nirect 
sU11port n,rtillery h0.ttory 1!lI'l,S nnsiti "nerl within the 1st l'JIlTrc,c 
Bn COf'1?",t Br:se to nrovirle necossl'l,ry fire supnort. NVl~ units 
.!ere t'l he .. f'rco'·l fr"l[,) positirms ,~l"ln;:; thc:~ river FlIFl when neo­
ossqry'tho TILT "rnuB, 0ccuny strdosic 1Y"sitbns to prevent re-
"ocu~v>,t 1>n hy t1ce enemy. r 

b. O-porc:tinns. TILT 3/1 f"1.md thp,t the IN/'. still occupied strategic 
InCf'.-cinns 8.1"'ng the north h'1,nk desTiite i'ecent IHV1.Toperdinns. 
Five SOT)8.rp;to pttncks were 1l".utlChed fr'ill 23 Janurcry to 3 Fohru['j~y 
tn secure enerny hel'1 Ty';sitinns. i.c'Imhd b"1,se we.s established 
:tt My 100 Cn 3°5t'8n ) to rrotct Btry W Mrl tho 81 m!n f-lortnr ?l t. 
(In 1tt""'oh fin J3LT 3/1 wn.S iiroctel to Cl0VO tl) tho south b:1.nk of 
tho Cun. Viet and t" s\fcep the ho!wily roC'ulater'l, rice grr, wing 
p,rel:'. :,rljrcent to the river. f)pcrr.tiC'ns in this ~rert continue 
as 0f the cnri of tho re-:"':Jrto-l T'cri,.,n ,vi th "lne cng,'1gomcnt so far 
at Vinh 1aL ' 

(). tT:.';j:,?" Enr;r~gements. /). summ"ry ·')f ellg8gcmonts inv01ving uni ts of 
['. ,')"flii['.ny, size or grer,tor follows. Sketch 'l),'.1,ps fl)r cQ,ch Q,ctinn 
n::Jl··'.J~,r in qnclo sure. ( 2) .•. 
(1) ~:!y L')c (n Y'5fi.']C") 25 Jan 6n. Co K n.ttackeri. prinr to . 

r1!'!,wn on a narrow fr"nt. 11ulos of engngement applied and 
"rrep" fires wore nnt used •. Ono pIc.toGn moved 'around t '? 

the rip;ht fl8.tlk to hlClck. The blocking platoclU camo 

;-:.;:;-~~::.:~'~r intense close in ~~~~i~;Thw~Ii~~ 
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d. Weather. Weather for the first five days of the operation was
characterized by onry morning Log and then bright, sunny wonther
with unlimited visibility. For the remainder of the operation,
the weather was typical of the "Crachin" period, characterized
by for, light drizzle, and ceilings generally under 200 feet.
Both tactical and resupply operations by air were severely ham-
pered and in many cases resu ply had to be effected by LVT from
the 1st AmTrnc Battalion location near the mouth of the Cun Viet
River. The poor weather during the period also contributed
moterially to the trafficability problems encountered in the
area by tracked vehicles.

6. Mission. BLT 3/1 mission during Operation BADGER CATCH was to
cloar the north bank of the Cun Viet River and adjacent areas of
enemy forces.

7. Execution
a. Concept. At the start of the operation, it was known that NVA

forces had occupied positions on the north bank of the Cua Viet
and from these positions hed begun to interdict river traffic
between the mouth of the Cus. Viet River and Dong Ha Combat Base.

Recent ARVN attacks on these positions had produced uncertain
results and enemy strength in the area was unknown. BLT 3/1
landed at the mouth of the Cus Viet and begen search and clear
operations in the hemlets along the north bank. The direct
support artillery battery was positioned within the 1st AmTrac
Bn Combet Base to provide necessary fire support. NVA units
were tn be forced from positions along the river and when nec-
essary the BLT would occupy strategic positions to prevent re-
occupation by the enemy.

b. Operations. BLT 3/1 found that the NVA still occupied strategic
locations along the north bank despite recent ARVN operations.
Five séparate attacks were launched from 23 January to 3 February
to secure enemy held positions. A combat base was established
at My Loc (YD 305680) to prot ct Btry W and the 81mm Mortar Plt.
on 14 Teb 68 BLT 3/1 was directed to move to the south bank of
the Cun Viet and tn sweep the heavily populated rice growing
area adjacent to the river. Operations in this area continue
as of the end of the reported period with one engagement so far
at Vinh Lai.
Mejor Engagements. A summary of engagements involving units ofC.
a company size or greater follows. Sketch maps for each action
aprear in enclosure (2).
(1) My Loc (Y) 305600) 25 Jan 68. Co K attacked prior to

dawn OII a narrow front. Rules of engagement applied and
"prep" fires were not used. One platoon moved around to
the right flank to block. The blocking platoon came
under intense close in small arms fire.
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lL... ____ ------~ r8inf,~c~~:~~;:....$':;O:::'~ __ .~~~2:~';;is;:;.::t~Od~in~ev~.<)~.~~~"~.~~·. ':":. -:-:L>!OWl:;~' _ . 
'ranks exchr'..nr;c,t firo .,.,.t very C 0SG r ..... nge with enemY' ~nti.,; 

, tank wort1')0ns. neS11ite 5 I/.l{} hits, n0 t.".nks were lost. 
, Co K with1rew Pni enemy D~siti~ns wore sholled with artil­

lory ,J)Tr::,vnl mmfiro,".n<1 C: ... S~ . C0 K p,$Saul ted 8f;rlin in the 
.qftornoCln 1'.nd wns gble to, 'svoep thrl')ugh the enemy positions 
wi thli ttle resistance p.s the enemy had with::1.rFl.wn. The 
hamlet \"0..8 ('Jccu-;Jied ."on:'l.' 8. comba.t k.se est!1blished. This 
site W:.s selected bec0..use r)f its-strntegicl"'lcnti0n 
roltitjvc t(')river traffic. / -, 

1 YD2056f3,~6Ja.n 69. Co I assD.ul ted Lf'.Dl 
Op,st fr.-)m east to"we-st -Cln tHe p..fterno'1n of 26 Ja.n 60. 

In.itio.lly there WP,.s no resistance. As Co I reached the 
first; :ereeline of' the hA.mlet, they clio.me' un,i.er heavy smA.ll 
nrms ~~re. ,Snipers nporiOQ'up fr~m the scrub area to the 

.re[-),~ ofCa :1's lines 'inflictccl. mrvlcrn..te cFlsun.1tios nnd 
CrLUS±ilg i :tho . Rtt~.ck to 1:log .-'J. 0',m. .QE\$j~al:ties, were_ev.aclli1terl. __ ~_., 
wi;~~.iA. 0f trJl~.s,. ,M..~~.wit111Jfitc.u).-JjY. The -
~il:.;k w'\s rtiscl'lntinuQ~. becauso of .-'J.o,rkness • 
.!:.::~:..Yu:l.n (2) en 2;'5(-;09) 20 Jf'.n 60. C0 L n..tt.<>.cke1. with 
nn'/ l !;1 nn1 ttl" -rlr':cl)"1ns ':'If t::>.nks in 'lirect sunDort. Three 
tr'.1l1C8 '"ore knnck(J"1 out hv millcs m"vingintn the .<tttnck 
~si·c·i"m.C() L mi':fci-·c;:;fl;::ct'in the first treehncs of the 
he.mJ.at. 'Tho advr'llcewrts slf'lW r~YJ.d.. !'1.eli ber"1.te to ensure no 
Onmny "Jere hy-pf1.Ssoao ~iiru:; the Fl.fi;ern00n Co K m(')ved up 
rinl ine n.n.-l. n.ttncked with Co L. !,s "l}1.rkness n.T)prollched 
the enemy bev,nh to hr2.'l.k. Thc....;r!;.t . .",ck_ WftS crmtinuel ,,,,ell 
," ,.H· n...'''---__., ~~~~:..::::t.':'.~-:;::~_~~~-.~-. 

i.u.tQ thp...nj.g.ht~u!}.iQ:r;~in"'.ti(')n. This wr>..s the first time 
the lrniisr-ln.Ye0, their often repe.~,ter'\. tr,ctio of with­
dr'p,wing ~,t rlU sk. 

'(~.) ~1[!;':i: Xn
H 

Thi (Ef'.st) (n 2':16672,) 21 Jan 60. Co M m'wed into 
the 'nttf',ck n0 si ti.,nun'~cr C'lvar 'If ·In,rkness. Co K move"l. 
ori.eplEl.toon "lawn fr~m the 'n0rth t·') cnniuct ,'1 (1iversi0noJ.ry 
ntteck"'ln the oprv'Isitc si"'cc Df the hA,mlet. Surprise was 
f~chiGvort; hnwevcr, tho enemy rr.r>i11y A-dJusted his (t~fenses. 
Co.M A.ttackcrl thr,,'ugh"'ilt the day. J. SQcti0n of LYTH-6 t s 

, f1.rri vcn: in rUrcct'slr")Ort of Co N !'.tabout n930H. Good 
'-progress was' mp.iG ''1n t 11G left hut none on the right. ' .co I 
n;ov0·j up by 11fT on tho lef.t =-to dlow Cn M to concentrp,te -

~'2~~~h<;'L):,",:i.gh:L,f:tg~u.~. CoL mOV':3ct up to I1.ssist ...... Q'Cil\t aIia~ClF':r;-=­
Thr'')ur,hout the ~porp,tion: the enemy n..elivered effectiv~ 
mort!-'tr~ nrtillery?' Pll1 1m firo frf)mtheir 'pOSitions 
'!.crnss tho' :tivor·in·:·t,ho western pP,rt of the hnmlet. f.t'. 
rlusk the en8~V hr~ke. Co M qnn,,' Co I m~ved forward con-

'. -"""" tinufng the RttP.CK: unrler illuminati()n. 
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Tanks reinforced Co X and assisted in evacuation of wounded.
Tanks exchanged fire nt very close range with enemy anti-
tank weapons. Despite 5 RPG hits, no tanks were lost.

Co K withdrew end enemy positions were shelled with artil-
lery, Neval munfire, and CAS. Co K assaulted again in the
afternoon and was able to sweep through the enemy positions
with little resistance as the enemy had withdrawn. The
hamlet was occupied and a combat base established. This
site was selected because of its strategic location
relative to river traffic.

(2) Lom Xuan (1) (YD 285689) 26 Jan 68. Co I assaulted Lam
Xuan (east) from east to west on the afternoon of 26 Jan 68.

Initially there WAS no resistance. As Co I reached the
first treeline of the hamlet, they céme under heavy small
arms fire. Snipers opened up from the scrub area to the
rear of Co I's lines inflicted moderate casualties and
causing the attack to bog down. Casualties were evacuated
with the aid of trnks, but only with difficulty. The
attack was discontinued because of darkness.

(3) Leis Yuan (2) (YO 285689) 28 Jan 68. Co L attacked with
ontos and two plations of tanks in direct support. Three
tanks were knocked out by mines moving into the attack
position. Co L made contact in the first treelines of the
hamlet. The advence was slow end deliberate to ensure no
onemy were by-passed. During the afternoon Co K moved up
on line and attacked with Co L. As darkness approached
the enemy began to break. The attack was continued well
into the night under illumination. This was the first time
the NVA displayed their often reported tactic of with-
drawing at dusk.

(A) Mai Xa Thi (East) (YD 286672) 31 Jan 68. Co M moved into
the attack position under cover of darkness. Co K moved
one platoon town from the north to conduct a diversionary
atteck on the opposite side of the hamlet. Surprise was
achieved; however, the enemy rapidly adjusted his defenses.
Co M attacked throughout the day. A section of LVTH-6's
arrived in direct support of Co M et about 0930H. Good
progress was made on the left but none on the right. Co I
moved up by LVT on the left to allow Co M to concentrate
on the right flank. Co L moved up to assist Co M and Co Ie

Throughout the operation the enemy delivered effective
mortar, artillery, and RR fire from their positions
across the river in the western part of the hamlet. At
dusk the enemy broke. Co M and Co I moved forward con-
tinuing the attack under illumination.
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nefcmsivG Tlositi '")ns ;.vcre Gstr-,hlishe1 about 230nH~' " . 
The reme.inder~£" the' ~0sitiJn was occupier. the next morning. 
Among the W81'1.Tlons c'1.rture rI were D. J2mm m(').rt!:',r A,nd t', 12.7mm 
me:chine gun . 

(5) 1,.."m Xu[>n (3) (YTJ 285689) 2 Fob 6n. The third b!'tttle ?t I,.qm 
Xunn Was onemy initinto'1. Initi~.lly Co K r,ccupied f;J, ~,e­

fensive 'Positi0n ,.,ithin the hr-'.m1et •. The CnmT'MY shifted itf: 
Tl0sition 2rs meters to the EAst n.ftor rl.<>rkness .. in response 
trl M intcll:4'l:cncero"r'lrt which i.'>ro"l.icte1. An 8.ttl'1,ck. The 
·ol.;srr:y launohO'l' his rtt" ok fr"m the n0rth just bof"lre ()4nnH. 
Cr:: K 13:' S CiA.ve we.rning ('If tho enemy's 8.T'pr"8.ch. ,m intenso 
m"'rt"",r b:;,rrrv::e fall r>n Co KI s ol~ Tlosi tion, cnmTlletely 
missinr C'l K. ,nl sun..-,orting fires" r-'.nd ~llumin . .,.ti'in were 
hr">u-;ht to GO'lr '-'n the enemy Mn his .Fl.tt",ck became confused 
11J1r1, 8t"l~'b6d sh"'rt of Cr'l K's rositi0rt. i)ospito heavy 108sGs, 
Inr«o numhers of tho enemy' rO[J1pd .. nort close to Co KI s nosi tions 

. n,ftor il,nYlight. They USGtl T"'~8itif)ng left over fr0rn f1rov­
ious hf1,ttlos~ Co l'{ with tr:nks was hr'iur;ht u-r. to Rssist Co K. 
It. b"k ::'.11 r'h,y to il.ri va tho romf:'..inl..n[~ ono.iW fr'im the he:.m­
lot. !. hr'.sty h~·'l.y c"unt W~S m:'-0..o anrl wcn:;nml ,,,erc c011ected 

j r I' 
bofnrcwith1rnwirig d~tith ~t dnrknossj 

(6) Vinh 1ni (TI 326637) 16 Feh 6;;. This eng;::p:emertt ri9sulted 
fr"m 8>;'10(1) oporn.t i "ns 8'~uth of tho Cu:)" Viet. I,fter clearing 
1'1f1.jn.ccmt villages Co J..; encounterod heavy smn.ll arms fire 
o;s thoy cmtorGl. Vinh 1P..i fr"m tho .n')I'th east. T~s "1:.nn 
ontos woro' .. cct sunport but terrain hinnere0.. their 

, ffcctiv(mcss. C") I moved to 2. l)('lsiti'm 0n the west side 
o",r-tho":hamlotqnrl w".s !lblo to effectively bl'lck the ;;)nemy's 
escnpo A.ttGmnts. Sunportint .. p.rl11:s including I'dr were used 
effccti vely Ani by night f".11 Co L was wi thin the hn,mlet. 
en I vTi th '-'nc tank in sUTI'V)rt killer'\. mAnY of the enemy <,.s 
they trior'\. tri fl20 ~.t 'lusk. CCI I m"'lven. into the hf'-mlet !'on1 
3d 1lI' rt ~,efensive T"'nsiti,'rt in c0njunction with Co L. 

Su nortinr.; t~rms •. 
1 Geris:rnl. The qun.lity 13,1'1" n.ml'iunt 0f R,vl,ilable fire support 

\vn.s ~utst[mding.· In Dr11.ition t.-, ]3JJT 3/11 s tW() attn.ched 
h!1.tterios, fire- 8up"'nrt wr.s ~vail"'.h1e frr'lm the 1VTH-6 
hl1.tt cry sUPDortin!7 tho 1 st /llnTrac TIn, 3riMar1)i v art illery, 
lIT0.Vpl I-:;,unfire shins I'n"! air. TAnks, cmtos '1.!1'1 LVTn-6's 
'1(.>li7orer. r1irect fire in abse 'suT,l"""rt ""f attacking inf.<>...ntry., 
1?J~ten0ive use of all :::'.V~.il,q1:Jlo sU'j'll'orting fire m!1.r10 it 
p"ssihle tomn.intain.r'.. favnri'.hle cPSlialty rati:"1 against a 
dotermine r1 .. nnr1. well r1u..r:-in iefcm1or·.,,- . ~ 

\ID~~\b~~~~W_~W;_~~ 
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Night defensive positions were established about 2300H.
The remainder of the position was occupied the next morning.
Among the weapons cartured were a 32mm mortar and a 12.7mm
machine gun

(5) Lam Xuan (3) (YD 285689) 2 Feb 60. The third battle at Lam
Xuan was enemy initiated. Initially Co K occupied a. de-
fensive position within the hemlet. The company shifted its

position 200 meters to the East after darkness in response
to an intelligence revort which predicted an attack. The
'eneity launched his att ck from the north just before 0400H.
Co K LE's gave warning of the enemy's approach. An intense
morter barrage fell on Co K's old position, completely
missing Co K. All summorting fires and illumination were
brought to bear on the enemy and his attack became confused
and stopped short of Co K's position. Despite heavy losses,
large numbers of the enemy remained close to Co K's positions
after daylight. They used positions left over from prev-
ious battles. Co M with tanks was brought un to assist Co K.
It tank ell day to drive the remaining onemy from the ham-
let. A hesty body count was made and worpens were collected
before withdrawing south at darkness.

(6) Vinh Lai (YI) 326637) 16 Feb 60. This engagement resulted
from sween operations south of the Cua Vict. After clearing
adjacent villages Co L encountered heavy small arms fire
as they entered Vinh Lei from the north east. Tanks and
ontos were in direct support but terrain hindered their
effectiveness. C I moved to a position on the west side
of the hamlet and was able to effectively block the enemy's
escape attempts. Supporting arms including air were used
effectively and by night fall Co L was within the hamlet.
Co I with one tank in support killed many of the enemy as
they tried to flee at Rusk. Co I moved into the hemlet and
set un a defensive position in conjunction with Co L.

A. Supporting Arms.

(1) General. The quality and amount of available fire support
was outstanding. In addition to BLT 3/1's two attached
batteries, fire support WP.S available from the LVTH-6
battery supporting the 1st AmTrac Bn, 3dMarDiv artillery,
Neval gunfire shins and air. Tanks, ontos and LVTH-6's
delivered direct fire in close support of attacking infantry.
Extensive use of all available suprorting fire made it
possible to maintain a favorable casualty ratin against a
determined and well due- in defender.
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_\rtillery support consisted !)~'3'ci:;~~~e~'~~' ."4::: .. . 
ijre missions ._3_TDTs a,nel numcr0US batter;t,;' ·one.".,H&I~,.""".~ .... _. 
nni other'unobc:rvod missions. ·./!n 8:pproxima.te total of 

~1j3'-"'QQO_rOunis_1Q5.gl..ID., __ §OOJl._r0..'l.t}~.§.J: Qlmt]l.,_,c-4s1 .• 300. rD:unds~~ -.--'-"" -
3-25~ i 8.n1Ji~_~Qr~~:lfltG.n1~d". The hefivy schedule of H&1' 

I fires vlRS deli vcr-ed rin a1'oa8 .. 0f .knr,nm enemy- activity and 
in response to intelligence. ±hf.orma:tion passed from higher 
eehelon.s. Close"'±n ';missbns .:'vmre. fit.ed as' close as 50 to 
100 ·met8rsin.· front ofarlvanc.il~ginfantry units"lnri werd 
instrumentr>l' in we.akent'ng enemy resistance. Firing units 

'were Ci)0PElrFl,tiVe, A.nri, :b3s'PonsIve~Communicati"'n difficulties 
we rEi minimR.L (Nerah,' artillery. rupDort wn.s utilized to . 
itsmA.xirm.uh w:lth excellent resuits.' . . , , 

Navsl Gunfire. NGli' was userl extensively in SUpp0rt of BLT 
371 c1uring "neratiClri B!,jGER C/TeE. i. total of 14 ,lifferent 
ships wereusGr1 for clo$8 sUT)T)'rting, cOlmterbattery, 
snturati',n, s,n'l. "1&1 type missinns'. 
WGF ships .delivered. 1,170 rnunds ofc1nse supDorting fires 
rluring acti"lns L84 Xuan (2) an1LC!lIL XU8n (3). The attack 
by fire ()f M''1-i Xa Thi (,.;est) fr")m 4111eh to 14 Feb was 
sunnortedwith: 5,.363 rounds-of NGF.. NGF 'fuiskey Pn.p.:'l 
proved. e.spccially effective for l)ro:1ucing fires to burn the 
cover fr0m enemy nositi"ns. .~ 

In [1.11 n tote.l of 10,143 roun1s nf NGF was, expcn·"!ed in 
su:pni)rt of BLT 3/1 "riurfng' tQis:~PGi:c,ti0n:c'irperiod. In 
ridU tion l.tGF, unifs:~rlrf~r ennir·,1 o·f ,Third'Marine Division 
pro'Viderl SuD\lreB8i~e: fire., Elf-;'ainst enemy artillery batteries 
.whenever the BLT,_receiverl' incnminr; r0unds. GOr)(l avail­
R.bility of ships A.nd ammunition enabled NGF to provide n. 
valmible service in con,iunction ,.ith ,the BLT's organic 
supnorting arms.' 
l~ir SuPP9rt. ", . . 
(a) r.j\S. BLT 3/1 usen 3~lane flights consisting of 

.Mp.rineA-4 ' s, '/-6 1 s,F-4B' S awl F-8 t ~:lj'"""k:lVY ,\.-4 's and 
',ir 1<'oroe F-4C's. "These plimes r1rnpDed 411 250 Ib 

'}:Y1mbs; 140 500 1 b 1;nmbs; ·~m3. eXP€inde.d:,:.thnusands of 
20mn rounr'ts,. All:l sGvcrru.. hundre tl. ',2:~J§~\inch r'ckets. 
RE)~ortei . bl3.ttle ~,p,mnge i,as (75:; structures r'lestmyerl, 

·f 

400 meters ,Of 'trench ,line damaged, 20 bunkers r'lestroyed., 
11 secnrid,qry exnlo sions, 28 :NV J.\. KI!~ c"lnfirmed and 
11 NVA :Kg .nr()oHble~ The amount of ClS p.vailable was 
p,dequate' cf)nsirlr3ring thA.t 'prevAiling bad we~ther 
Dreventert C,\S on most dn.ys •. On occ::J.siclns when w~ather 
ne.rmitt~i .useofC \8, . its,effectivcmess wP,S minimized 
by a' failure tr) ,A/J.hQre t·) 8cherlulo an-'1. the inability 
of the TI;;,.cJC to :Jro'lict the ti:nG 'If arrivA.l on stnti-:m. 

;3?:tJ • .. ~~. i 
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(2) Artillery. Artillery support consisted of 375 observed
fire missions, 3 TOTs and numerous battery, one H&I's
and other unoberved missions. An approximate total of

18,000 rounds 105mm, 6000 rounds 107mm, and 300 rounds
155mm and 8" were expended. The heavy schedule of H&I'

fires was delivered on areas of known enemy activity and
in response to intelligence information passed from higher
echelons. Close-in missions were fired as close as 50 to
100 meters in front of advancing infantry units and were
instrumentel in weakening enemy resistance. Firing units
were cooperative and responsive. Communication difficulties
were minimal. Overall, artillery support was utilized to
its maximum with excellent results.

(3) Naval Gunfire. NGF was used extensively in support of BLT
3/1 during operation BADGER CATCH. A total of 14 different
ships were used for close supporting, counterbattery,
saturation, and H&I type missions.
NGF ships delivered 1,170 rounds of close supporting fires
during actions Lan Xuan (2) and Lon Xuan (3). The attack
by fire of Mai Xa Thi (west) from 4 Feb to 14 Feb was
supported with 5,363 rounds of NGF. NGF Whiskey Papa
proved especially effective for producing fires to burn the
cover from enemy positions.
In all a total of 10,143 rounds of NGF was expended in
support of BLT 3/1 during this operational period. In
addition NGF units under control of Third Marine Division
provided suppressive fire against enemy artillery batteries
whenever the BLT received incoming rounds. Good avail-
ability of ships and ammunition enabled NGF to provide a
valuable service in conjunction with the BLT's organic
supporting arms.

(4) Air Support.
(a) CAS. BLT 3/1 used 36 two-plane flights consisting of

Marine A-4's, 4-6-s, F-4B's and F-8's; Navy A-4's and
ir Force F-4C's. These planes dropped 411 250 1b

bombs, 140 500 1b bombs, and expended thousands of
20mm rounds, and several hundred 2.75 inch rockets.
Reported battle damage was 75 structures destroyed,
400 meters of trench line damaged, 20 bunkers destroyed
11 secondary explosions, 28 NVA KIA confirmed and
11 NVA KIA probable. The amount of CAS available was
adequate considering that prevailing bad weather
prevented CAS on most days. On occasions when weather
permitted use of CAS, its effectiveness was minimized
by a failure to adhere to schedule and the inability
of the DASC to predict the time of arrival on station.

9
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For t1;is reas'm C/,S '''as· reduce". to the roll of a 
supnlementp!.l sU1Jllortinrz arm, to be used when I'wail­
pb1e, but· n'lt t" be (le'1enrle-l upon •. Once close sup­
port aircraft n.rrived. n.n1 established oornmunicati("lns 
'1l tho ground/ <'!.ir c0ntrollcrs, their performance was 

. excellent nrovifling accurn.te and effective close 
supryqrt for ground troops. 
TPQ-10's. Extensive use Wl3.S ~.de of TpQ_10 directed 
aircrA.fts for dropping b'lmbs on supected enemy loc-
ati'Jns and supnly .routes. Sam.e difficulty was in-
countered on scver81 occasi0ns when bombs were drop­
ped (lif tert:;et indp..ngering friendly troo·:)s. 
?lareshins. Flareshi-ps were used on several oc'· 
ensions to sup~ort attacks oontinuing past dark. 
Some dUfioul ty w?s enc"untered because D.::.SC was un­
able to prec1ict when the p.ircrnft 'W'~ulrl arrive on 
station. f·.fter ad.iusting the flares on ts.rget ill-
umination wps outstAnl3.ing~ 
!'D's. IlLT 3/1 had the services of "O's in 0-1, 0-2 
an~ UH-1E aircraft. 0-1 and 0-2 aircr~ft nrQved 
more satisfactory ~ue to 'their greateren~uranoe on 
station and better availability from incountry souroes. 

. Mo0.ov.qc I s. m.m 165 proviile~. helic0pters for med-
evac throughout the rennrter1. period. The medevac 

. flights nrovi(1ed excellont supnort often flying , 
into "hot" LZ's n.n"l. flyinl-S while the weather wa,s 
below minimum. 

Logistics 
. (1 ) '!he LSA W8.S Dsto.blished ?,hoard the LPH-8 on :D-Day and 

remaine"l nboR.rd until 2 Feb 68 ~.t which time it was trans­
ferro'1 to Dong Ha for A. t,'lO day Deriod. The LSfl. we-s re .. 
est?blisherl Rhonrd 12H-8 on 4 Fcb remaining so through 
16 Feb 68. j'I~oving ashore ~n· 16 Feb 68 the LSA wa.s cst2.bf';' 
lisherl with one detf!.chmont at :Don{'; Hn Combnt Ba.se and one 
I1t 1 st LmTrnc Bn Combnt :B~se. The L511. re.mains in these 
positions as of thG end of the reporte1 period. 

(2) HMM-165 provided holic~rt8rs for resupply from 23 Jan 68 
thr~ugh 16 Feb 68. l~ter this period ·resupply was stRged 
at J)o.t'lp,' Ha CombFtt Bl'l.se And moved to 1 st iilllTraa En Combat 
Bnse by LCM for distribution to BLT units by LVTP-5. 

(3) The major ~roplem encountered during the reported period 
we.s the noo;:>,vP..il?.bility of certain Class ·11 resupply items, 
such A.S 81 mm ammo t st Dong R'l CombA.t Bnse during the 

'. period 2-4 Feb 68. 
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For this reason CAS was reduced to the roll of a

supplemental supporting arm, to be used when avail-
able, but not tn be depended upon. Once close sup-
port aircraft arrived and established communications
with ground/air controllers, their performance was
excellent providing accurate and effective close
support for ground troops.

(b) TPQ-10's. Extensive use was made of TPQ-10 directed
aircrafts for dropping bombs on supected enemy loc-
ations and supply routes. Some difficulty was in-
countered on several occasions when bombs were drop-
ped off target indangering friendly troops.

(c) Flareships. Flareships were used on several OC.
casions to support attacks continuing past dark.
Some difficulty was encountered because DASC was un-
able to predict when the aircraft would arrive on
station. After adjusting the flares on target ill-
umination was outstanding.

(a) 10's. BLT 3/1 had the services of 10's in O-1, 0-2
and UH-1E aircraft. 0-1 and 0-2 aircraft proved
more satisfactory due to their greater endurance on
station and better availability from incountry sources.

(e) Medevac's. HMM 165 provided helicopters for med-
evac throughout the reported period. The medevac
flights provided excellent support often flying
into "hot" LZ's and flying while the weather was
below minimum.

e. Logistics
(1) The LSA was established aboard the LPH-8 on D-Day and

remained aboard until 2 Feb 68 at which time it was trans-
ferred to Dong Ha for a two day period. The LSA was re-
established aboard LPH-8 on 4 Feb remaining so through
16 Feb 68. Moving ashore on 16 Feb 68 the LSA was estab
lished with one detachment at Dong Ha Combat Base and one
at 1st AmTrac In Combat Base. The LSA remains in these
positions as of the end of the reported period.

(2) HMM-165 provided helicopters for resupply from 23 Jan 68
through 16 Feb 68. After this period resupply was staged
at Dong Ha Combat Base and moved to 1st AmTrao Bn Combat
Base by LCM for distribution to BLT units by LVTP-5.

(3) The major problem encountered during the reported period
was the nonavailability of certain Class resupply items,
such as 81mm ammo, et Dong Ha Combat Base during the
period 2-4 Feb 68.
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f. Commun1cn,t1()l1.s.Cn.rpmuni~itions were very go~'a·.· 'Soin~ 'minor 
nro1)lems vF:rc~ encf)un:torc(l.';Jl:th p.lUtu:;tl· intorferenco, but freq­
uency chnn£('cs usun.lly '8(')'1 veAthem •... Use of tho LVT-C was beni­
ficinl frAm n. comrmmic8.t;i:1l1.s i)0intof·v1ow. /J.though power 
difficulty'proclurlcr1 const.".ntuSe of the comrilEmrl trF!.ctor's 
radios, tho tr?ctor T)roviac;4 .. n (I.ry c::Jmmuniccltions c,jnter And 
excellent nntelU1nS for t thElPR·C ... 25 r'1Aios. 

8. Results 
~. Friendly 

(1) USMC CF!.8ua.lties 
(p.) . Enlisted 

KIA: 40 
·uI:'·· 2~~3 I •• 'l.~ 

}lIA! --.9. 
(b) Officers 

I<L\: --2. 
1dIA: 11 
HE: 0 

USN C,qsuc"11 ties 
([1;) Enlistecl 

(b) 

'KIA: --..1' 
~!TII'.: 11 
MU: 0 
Officers: 

, ~;:.' 

None 
Equi n'mcmt Dnmng' e 
(a) Tnnks: 3 ·rtA.magerl - .,\T mines. 

1 rlqm,')geo - Enemy /I.T fires. 
1 Submer~ed anrl ~estroyed 1uring 
o~emtions. 

(b) . LiTTP-5: 2 18str0y00. by AT minos • 
. h" Enemy 

: .... '. 

(1) Personnel 
(fl) 1\fVJ\ KI' (Conf): 376 
(b) "Sf'H POI!: 22 
( c) VC Suspoct s Cl.et"lino1 : 23 

(2) \Teapons cf1.pturorI 

lr.» !X-47 rifl es : 64 
h) SKS crtrbines: 28 
c) RP1) light machine t'UnS: 15 
1) RPG-2 rocket l~unchers: 11 
e) RJ?G-7 rocket lnunchers: 6 

;r 

f) S?.-43 7. 62mm mlv!hine guns plus 2 spp,re barrels: 4 
g) RS'-46 CnmN'JlY s~ze me-chine guns ~ 2 
h) 82mm mortnrs! 2 
i) 60mm m0rtnrs (U.s. tyne); 2 

·0) 75mm roooilless Gun:" 1 

......... ;., .... ·.t ... · (k) 1? 7mn (,!)SHK) her"TY mp,chine (':un, AA l'1ounts, tripo([s 
.. [lud 2 s1')::>"re h".rrels: 1 

. ...... ,.., ...• 
..J' ......... ~ ,,'" ., •• ~ .. ,_. ',' 
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f. Communications. Communications were very good. Some minor
problems were encountered with mutual interference, but freq-
uency changes usually solved them. Use of the LVT-C was beni-
ficial from a communications point of view. Although power
difficulty precluded constant use of the command tractor's
radios, the tractor provided a dry communications center and
excellent antennas for: the PRC-25 radios.

8. Results
a. Friendly

(1) USMC Casualties
(R) Enlisted

KIA: 40
WIA: 23.3

MIA: 0
(b) Officers

KIA: 3
WIA: 11

MIA: 0
(2) USN Casualties

(a) Enlisted
KIA: 4
WIA: 11
MTA: 0

(b) Officers: None
(3) Equipment Damage

(a) Tanks: 3 damaged - AT mines.
1 damaged - Enemy AT fires.
1 Submerged and destroyed during combat
operations.

(b) LVTP-5: 2 destroyed by AT mines.
b. Enemy

(1) Personnel
(a) NVA KIA (Conf) 376
(b) MVA POW: 22
(c) VC Suspects detained: 23

(2) Weapons captured
(R) AK-47 rifles: 64
(b) SKS carbines: 28
(c) RPT) light machine runs: 15
(a) RPG-2 rocket launchers: 11

(e) RPG-7 rocket launchers: 6

(f) SG-43 7.62mm machine guns plus 2 spare barrels: 4
(g) RF-46 company size mechine guns: 2
(h) 82mm mortars: 2
(i) 60mm mortars (U.S. tyne): 2
(j) 75mm recoilless gun: 1

(k) 12.7mm (DSHK) heavy machine gun, AA mounts, tripods
and 2 spare berrels: 1

11
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Gren~des ~~n Mines Canturen . 
11,) (}ronn.-1es, "Chi Com": ~12 
b) : GronA-iles, M-26: 22 
OJ Grcno.des, '9nviet "'r<'lamentf'l.tion ~ 16 
d C18.ymore mines, "Chi C'"lm"l 6 
e
f

. Cl~ymrrG mines, U.S.: 2 
SA.tchel ch:'l.rges: 4 

(g) !\nti-tMk mines: 10 
(h) :NV \ B2,ngrtl-:'lre tornadoes; ~.' i 

Ammo C~pture1 (by rounns) 

~
PJ 82mm mort?r ~ 248 
b) 75mm recl')illess gun: 42 
c) 60mm ml')rtl'l.r: 168 

.0.) 57mm recoilless rifle: I). 

(e) RPG-7: 33 

if) RPG-2 : 58 
h) .7.62mm: 45,902 
i) 30 01', .. 1. cerbinG: 120 ", 

(j) 12.7mm150·~al: 6450 
Gas 1l1ask CaptureI'!. 

~
A,). JlTV'.~. type: 103 
b) u.S.tyrOl 4 
c) vc tyne: 33 

MisccllA.ne'"lus Equipment C(l.uture'l. 
(a) ~ieln Radios: 3 
(b) 'Field. Phones: 2 
(dO) /lK-47 mr;tg'13.zincs: 221 
( ) KeyiAA device: 1 

l
·ef~ Ll".r/";8 lJf)xes nf mei.icA.l supnliGs:. 3 

J 82mm mortar wrenches: 10 
g) !':1.ssnrted document sana 782 .rei'l.r. 
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(3) Grenades and Mines Captured
(a) Grenades, "Chi Com": 412
(b) Grenades, M-26: 22
(c) Grenades, Soviet Fragmentation 16
(d) Claymore mines, "Chi Com": 6
(e). Claymore mines, U.S. : 2

(f) Satchel charges: 4
(5) Anti-tank mines: 10
(h) NV Bangalore tornedoes 4

(4) Ammo Ceptured (by rounds)
(a) 82mm morter: 248
(b) 75mm recoilless gun: 42
(c) 60mm morter: 168
(d) 57mm recoilless rifle: 4
(e) RPG-7: 33
(f) RPG-2: 58
(h) 7.62mm: 45,902
(i) 30 cel. carbine: 120
(i) 12.7mm/50 cal: 6450

(5) Gas Mask Captured
(a) NVA type: 108

(b) U.S.type: 4
(c) VC type: 33

(6) Miscellaneous Equipment Captured
(a) Field Radios: 3
(b) Field Phones: 2

(o) AK-47 magazines: 221

(a) Keying device: 1

(e) Large boxes of medical supplies: 3
(f) 82mm mortar wrenches: 10
(g) assorted documents and 782 gear.
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C0mmen1er's "~~lysis 
.,. 

a. Firc SU::'''ll)rt Coor"iination. :,)clnys"in c:)orr'Iinating sU1';)orting 
fires in tho S/,CC ,.er-o-unaccG't't'Ci,le. Most of the 1ifficulty 
resu1to 4. fr'-"m nrtillery ",n"! U:w81 gunfire heing checker'\. for 
',.ircrn.ft fnr in n/tvnnce of the, rLircrn.ft' entering tho rlRMer arE:a. 
Jiffioulty with CAS resul ten from P. coml:ine.tion of the ship's 
inar'lequf.!te c0mmunicntinns Md the in-c">untry c"ntr0l ['gency's 
inA.hili ty t'l ')1\:; -'I.iot the ftrri v"l of aircri'"ft IJn station. 
JHficulty ''lith check fires in c:.->nnccti:>n with resunrly ;'.n't merl­
ovacs result GI'l. frr)m the SJi.CC' s attempt to check all sUPP!Jrting 
fir~s 1',,8 S00n £'.8 tho he1ic""ntors left the ship without reg,~rd 

h. 

tn r;un-tr1,rget linos or tho tr'1.cticr1.l si tue,tion. In this ("rpor­
.qti::>n, terrn.in fe!:(turos M~l gun-t,':',r'S'ct lines wore such thnt 
easily f011owo·'l., flight IMos ',Tero I'1wdlnb1e th".t r1H n~t re­
quire F\. chGck fire until the b.ndinr; 'Z,one W'1.s reache".. ~:n'@l 
\fuile S.\CC WI'tS c')ntrI'111in~ surnl)rting firos, check fires in 
excess r;f fifteen minutes re8ulto'1. fr'lIn me r1,evo.cs. /J:tor pnssf'~o 
·')f cantr,.,l 8.sho:rc, they rar81y exceerlerl frmr minutes. InstAnCeS 
nf U~OCGSSl'try check fires '1ccurr'yl. thr'Jugh"'lut 25 Jenu!",ry rluring 
the :\ttnc'k fln My L0C. On 26 Jrcnu,'C.ry t oXcofilsive check fires 
reslll toil fr·'m ffiry10Vn.C flights. In ('no instMco J3LT 3/1 was 
't,-.,l:1 thn.t ."'n mor1ev~.c helic~>1]ters vnulr'\ len.vo the ship until all 
fires ~,():r\) c~:0cker1. This "'lccurre-'l. r.urinr; an Gxtremely tight 
si tun.t~L"r" shcMinp: p. cl)m"11eto r1isre r 'n.rrt hy Si.CC of the t['.cticlll 
si tU[;:t;Ol].o.~lhr:',re.B~sic l')rinci "'].os C).ro Q.eing forg(ltten. Fire 
"S1iTrr;ort CnT.".",l.in"tinn shoulrl be cl'1n,1uc t ec1 ~.t the 1 ')vro st echelon 
pnssible. The c"'mmunicC'.ti'"'lns c",~JC.hility in the BLT FSCC ' .... as 
pt lenst ?S r!,o"-1 if n,..,t better th,'.n th;-;.t (If the SJ~CC. The BLT 
SU1'l"'ortin,;, fl.rms c')('lr,l.in"'.t~rs '"oro certr'.inly in botter posi ti('ln 
t(l m0nitor the tactic..-,l situc.tir,n. It must o,lso be remembered 
that the C"" !':'rl ination (If ,'1ir s'U 1'Y-'ort in..,!') 1 vo S IDl")re thM chocking 
surf'ceo L.l.'C Sf."len nircrnft tl'.ko e,ff. In m:>,ny cases helicopters 
Cf'.n he vect'·,~e!'i. nrnunr'l surf,",c() firc::s l}Jithout 2.Ily check fire r:.t 
all. In other instilll9cS rdrcI'''Ift ern he helr't (mtsir1e the im­
PC'l.ct area \"rhilo surfqco fire missirms :'TO comp1ote4.. Only the 
BLT Air Lirdscm Officer is suffiCiently' A.warc of all 2,spects (If 
the situntinn to effect c '0rn.inati"'n I)ftl')is type. 
HGlic('Ipter SupT'-ort. I{MI-T 165 ""r0vided. "utstanr'lin:'5 hclicOl)ter 
support'iuri~':\ the 110ri1Y1. in ",hieh holiMj')tGl'S wore nVQilR.ble. 
The squn.r1rrm's pnlicy !Jf tree t,..,·) flying Wf'.S i.4"eal for the TILT. 
Low flyiw, rorluce r1. the time for lMclinp- <IDrl tA.keoff and nin­
imizcr1 the -i.u.ratbn of check fires. This D0licy Q1so prevente-'l 
lon,c: rnn.,:e enemy 0hsorv~tinn 0f lan"ting z('lnes :l.n'" minimized the 
inst"tnces when long rnnr:;e-;,rtillery fires wero hr0ught to bOr!r 
~n the 1 rmr'linP, znne s. 

~ '.' ... , .... ! 
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9. Commender's Analysis

a. Fire Support Coordination. Delays in coordinating supporting
fires in the SACC were unaccentable. Most of the difficulty
resulted from artillery and Navel gunfire being checked for
aircraft far in advance of the aircraft entering the danger area.
Difficulty with CAS resulted from a combination of the ship's
inadequate communications and the in-country control agency's
inability to prodict the arrival of aircraft on station.

Difficulty with check fires in connection with resupply and med-
evacs resulted from the SACC's attempt to check all supporting
fires as soon as the helicopters left the ship without regard
tn gun-target lines or the tactical situation. In this oper-
ation, terrain features and gun-target lines were such that
easily followed flight lanes were available that did not re-
quire a check fire until the landing zone was reached.
While SACC was controlling supporting fires, check fires in
excess of fifteen minutes resulted from modevacs. After passage
of control ashore, they rerely exceeded four minutes. Instances
of unnecessary check fires occurred throughout 25 January during
the attack on My Loc. On 26 January, excessive check fires
resulted from medevac flights. In one instance BLT 3/1 was
told that no medevac helicopters would leave the ship until all
fires were checked. This occurred during an extremely tight
situation. showing 2. complete disrecard by SACC of the tactical
situation ashore. Basic princiales are being forgotten. Fire
support conordination should be conducted nt the lowest echelon
possible. The communications capability in the BLT FSCC was
at least es good if not better then that of the SACC. The BLT
supporting arms coordinators were certainly in better position
to monitor the tactical situation. It must also be remembered
that the coomination of air support involves more than checking
surface fires when aircraft take off. In many cases helicopters
can be vectorer around surface fires without any check fire at
all. In other instances aircraft can he held outside the im-

pact area while surface fire missions are completed. Only the
BLT Air Liaison Officer is sufficiently aware of all aspects of
the situation to effect coordination of this type.

b. Helicopter Support. HMM 165 provided outstanding helicopter
support during the period in which helicopters were available.
The squadron's policy of tree to flying was ideal for the BLT.
Low flying reduced the time for landing and take off and min-
imized the duration of check fires. This policy also prevente?
long range enemy observation of landing zones and minimized the
instances when long range artillery fires were brought to bear
on the landing zones.
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e:~, USC" of, L'VTH-.6~ The LVTH-6' wp,s f")und.'trl.be p.n ciffoctive sub. 
fi ' . : 

, ~i:tute .t:p.r-A.q,li voring:.;'liroct firqsin 8.I'e~~s Wh~~JL~,t~ 
=15;},!~J.GJ:;,.§,,-='R.rJt~;!u.deA£l,nk:::!lsc. Tho 105mrn, ho:wit;llti:!. WM m0re cf-
foeti VEl, than the 90 mm [nln f0r rc,lucinr; "irt a'n~ log fnrtifi-

~ cAtions nnr1 fi"ih"t;ing hnles. CA.~ ~must .. be exercise,.,. to protect 
:\ '. the I,VTR";'h fl,'rlm cbse in 'r::nti-tank fires •. The thin skin 1'.n'"1 
. ! highsilhouotte m..,ke it M or,sy tp>rf~et,'''' lmother factflr in-

cro"sing its vulnorn,hility is thG nocessity-to turn the turret 
to the' E!il,e 'r,-,r mnximum rlGn~Gssi(1n therehy 0xnl)sing thG si('l.o 
of the vehic+e to tho enemy; '. . 

h. Use .of Direct Fire Wer-l:pr,ns.·· The use: nf:~irect fire fr'"lm tr>nks, 
'rmt'1.s n:n-( LVTH-:-:6 fa is essentin;iif"c'-su,~ltios ~re to be kept 
nt 'n minimum •. ' ,The firc rower, ri.rm0r, Mc. better trl'l.ffics.bility 
make t::illks surerior toonto.s rm4 JJVTH:-6' S," BLT 3/1 found. th~,t 

.. tnnks eM be userl effectively in ~r.onorf',lly unfn,vora.ble terrcin 
pr0vi.rled 0. cP"rcful rcc'1nnnissance :1.8 mri;rle r"lyl ,:I.uec!-Jre exer­
ciser'!. by tp;nk crews. The -r.sycholn~icnl effect of nttncking 
Rrmnr WM significr::nt.' It wo.s ncte~~ thn,t t1csT."ite high exnosuro 
to the enemy's ma.ny'nnti-tank wonpons,no tfCnks ,,,.ore-knooker'!. 
iut hy enemy fire. A hifh rp,te of orrUnnnco cxpenditure by 
the tn.nks !'Lnr'1. cl,')sec('lo~~ordi"n with nrotocting infantry wore 
contributing fnctors in nv'"1it'ting enemy AT firG. The 106mm 
round (If the ')nt(ls,isextremely effect.ive •. However, its in­
ferinrtro.fficabnity, smPcll I"mmuniticlll oapacity ~d :laok 
(If R-~mor rlotrA.c~ fr"m its usefulness ns a'"1iroct suPl'ort weap()n~ 

·c~ Use of the Tnnk Xennn Se::r,rch Light. The visible light fel1ture 
':1£ the Xenfln light nrovei valwtblo "'hen attFtcking unrler illum­
inati 'n. 'The iight ,·m,s usc'!. to rr111rk flnJlks, ma1ntn.in oricnt­
f:'.tir"ln f'"lr I::lttl'.cking gr0tL1y1 units ",n} to illuminrttll arena of 
susnect e1 enemy A.ct i vi ty. ., . 

d. Stereotyped NV.\ Tp.etics. Excent f0r hi s" (lne .?,ttC'l.ck, the enemy's 

. thcti.csalWI'1.Y8, follnwc" the snme' pattern.' HG estp)1lishe"t a 
well cR.ml)urltu2:e" Mil. ,.rell 'cnnstructe1 360 rla~rees r'l.efensive 
p0i-imeter wi thin 1'1. h'1ml'et. H~ hald his fire until frientlly 
units "mre extremely close. He f",u,::ht ten'),ciously an-i skill­
fully nuring (~~;yli~ht 'hflurs ndther retreqtinfr or surrenrlering. 
l~,t ni.~htfp.ll ,h~ ~l,")ul '1 withr1:rmi'l end if closely pursued leC'l.ve his 
dead'and equip~ent. Sucoess-.wA.S :'I.mrljfieti rturing the Ifl.tter 
st~es' (){ the "'~erf>.ti0nsbJ I",nticirn,tinr,; their t""otios R,nrl 
ta1cinir· an,-r.r"lrril".te o~untermoP.suros. 
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10. Lessons Learned
of LVTH-6. The LVTH-6 was found to be an effective sub-Usea.

stitute for delivering direct fires in areas where water
barriers proclude tank use. The 105mm howitzer was more ef-
fective than the 90mm gun for reducing dirt and log fortifi-
cations and fighting holes. Care must be exercised to protect
the LVTH-6 from close in enti-tank fires. The thin skin and
high silhouette make it an easy target. Another factor in-
creasing its vulncrability is the necessity to turn the turret
to the side for maximum depression thereby exposing the side
of the vehicle to the enemy.
Use of Direct Fire Weapons. The use of direct fire from tanks,b.
ontos and LVTH-6 is essential if cosunlties are to be kept
at a minimum. The fire power, armor, and better trafficability
make tanks superior to ontos and LVTH-6's. BLT 3/4 found that
tanks can be used effectively in generally unfavorable terrain
provided a careful reconnaissance is made and due care exer-
cised by tank crews. The psychological effect of attacking
armor was significant. It was note that despite high exposure
to the enemy's many anti-tank weapons, no tanks were knocked
out by enemy fire. A high rate of ordinance expenditure by
the tanks and close cooneration with protecting infantry were
contributing factors in avoiding enemy AT fire. The 106mm HE.
round of the ontos is extremely effective. However, its in-

ferior trafficability, small ammunition capacity and lack
of armor detract from its usefulness as a direct support weapon.
Use of the Tank Xenon Search Light. The visible light featurec.
of the Xenon light proved valuablo when attacking under illum-
ination. The light was used tn mark flanks, maintain orient-
ation for attacking ground units and to illuminate areas of
suspected enemy activity.

d. Stereotyped NVA Tactics. Excent for his one attack, the enemy's

tactics always followed the same pattern. He established a
well camouflaged and well constructed 360 degrees defensive

perimeter within 8, hamlet. He held his fire until friendly
units were extremely close. He fought teneciously an skill-
fully during daylight hours neither retreating or surrendering.
At nightfall he would withdraw and if closely pursued leave his
dead and equipment. Success was amplified during the latter

stages of the operations by anticipating their tactics and

taking appropriate cnuntermensures.
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-----~:-'il!!!~~JI_l t eiligence. iespi te extonsi vel;' U:s~ '1.~f trf.roooriri~rs-; 
SMce r1R,torm, air ohservf'tion Rn"l relinble thteHigence<>re<porls 
from higher echelons, BLT "5/1 w!:'~s not able to asc~rtnin when the 
enemy oCGuniert A. gi von nre",. IllI r::rGas thp,t could he occU:pio~, 

hythe 'enemy wore assul7lc,'l. to ho r1efenr'l.oi an:l. were all att~cker'l 
rather'thrill oCGupiei. This nrp.ctice consumGrl time Find resources 
hutpreventei the kinrl nf sur'Jrise enc"luntens which har'! been 
costly ~n nrevious operations, ' 

f. Effect of Indirect " Fires. ,Desnite large volume and good cov_ 
er3fie I indlre'ct fires were- rel~t ively Uneffective in reducing 
tho enemy! 8 iefensivo n~sitirms. , His positi'-'ns 8ro well con­
structed nnn. only subject to damage frnm direct hits. During 
R,ct:Ual fir;; fights he is usually not subject tf) friendly mortar 
1m"!: n,rtillory fires because of tho cl0seness of contFtct. 
Friendly units sh:"ul~, ,,"ssumo minimum off()ct from proparrdory 
fires in p12nnill0 1111,J. /locision m[1kin;~. 

g. Eff\!!ctivono,ss of Enemy lvon.pons. ThG enemy!s bost wGllpons were 
hi s indi vi r'lU 2.l '\V8G. nons" mp.chino gilns, gron!'fio s, ond lllortars. 
In most C'1.ses ml)rtf.~rs 'wore used at ranp;es less th!lJl 1C10f) metors 
I1PQ were r'ccurp,te ani effective--pqrliculnrly the 02mm. The 
enemy! s AT fires we:r:e very p'1nr .. :Despite bis many 1'.T weapons and 
l::lrl~e num"ler of,tr',rgcts avlO};i.lahle' only nne vehicle was kn0cked 
"Jut by AT' fires And, it Wi'i.S n(lt s,?riously d8.ffifl.g'eri. 1:..s usual !-"T 
~in9;s,,';~~re highly e.ffecti:ve.. ')lP Iilip8s'ann surprise eXflnsi VB 

"A~y:~6~;~1:,,:,,ere mtused."Tho enemy's artillery fires were iJonrly 
'M.j}t'=3't;G;j:rw1 the blp,st O:ffect of most ()f the rounds enoount erel. 
',,;wi;t's';:reilit'ivoly sm".ll.. . \ ' 

; h.,oi;,,)~d~iRdE-\mmenAl?tioAsfQr ,future 0'porptions. 
" ",'::'lm);3:,';~9 fntol1:Lgepce,' eff0rt,'was' sori "usly hnmT'ore4 by the l'1ck 

" of,;;;,competE;nt interDrGt()rqttache~, rUroctly to the BLT. 
, ",:~[h,e':,~~cfl.i oxpldi ta'ti(lD of P01~r' SWR,S SFttisfactory only 0n 

;<':/';'fhn,sG nCCP,siohs whcn,Urcct interr()g~,tion W2,S acc')mnlishen 
j",:;;"irl,the fiol ~ using ". "h0rrowed" interT-lretor. . 

", (2)':' 1,nintcrr~p;ntor/transl!1,t0r team ",>ttR-che<1, to n.ni wI"lrkin'1 
~iroctly with tho BLT inthofiel~ 'w0uld have reiuced con­
sin.er,!'l.hly the time pn1 off"1rt invol veri in nrocessing I.'.nd 
9'VI',lu!,),ti!le ,the ll-,rr;e qUFilltities nf CR,nturerl 10cuments taken 
,thr()u!i,ho:u.t,~hc 0perR,tiQn. ' 

,,", ~~ "- ~i '\~,: :),,~,;, J . 
,;" \. ,(. 
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Intelligence. Despite extensive use of the reconnais-Incle

sance platoon, air observation and reliable intelligence reports
from higher echelons, BLT 3/1 was not able to ascertain when the
enemy occuried a given area. All areas that could be occupied
by the enemy were assumed to be defended and were all attacked
rather than occupied. This practice consumed time and resources
but prevented the kind of surprise encountens which had been
costly on previous operations.
Effect of Indirect Fires. Despite large volume and good COV-f.

erage, indirect fires were relatively uneffective in reducing
the enemy!s defensive positions. His positions are well con-
structed and only subject to damage from direct hits. During
actual fire fights he is usually not subject to friendly mortar
and artillery fires because of the closeness of contact.

Friendly units should assume minimum effect from preparatory
fires in planning and decision making.
Effectiveness of Enemy Weapons. The enemy's best weapons wereg.
his individual weapons, machine guns, grenades, and mortars.
In most cases morters were used at ranges less than 1000 meters
and were accurate and effective particularly the 82mm. The
enemy's AT fires were very poor. Despite his many AT weapons and
large number of targets available only one vehicle was knocked
out by AT fires and it was not seriously damaged. As usual AT
mines were highly effective. AP mines and surprise explosive
devices were not used. The enemy's artillery fires were poorly
adjusted and the blast effect of most of the rounds encountered
was relatively small.
S-2 Rocommendations for Future Operations.h.

1 The intelligence effort was seriously hampered by the lack
of a competent interpretor attached directly to the BLT.
The local exploitation of POW'S was satisfactory only on
those occasions when Airect interrogation was accomplished
in the field using in "borrowed" interpretor.

(2) An interrogator/translator team attached to and working
directly with the BLT in the field would have reduced con-
siderably the time and effort involved in processing and
evaluating the large quantities of captured documents taken
throughout the operation.

I
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The "hc"!,ch jumper" tel'!.ms USC1.' in i::-sych01ngicru. operp.tions 
were If:U'[~oly ineffoctivQ 4.U0 t" the c0nst"ntly changing 
tl'!,ctic~l si tUrttion. It is recnmment1clil thn.t in future 
,-rperntionsl1shnro, the "rsy':'P?" i0f1.m remuin n.bn~.rr1. ship 
"on on11" b the BLT. , ",hen l.t iiS ~;rmA,rcnt that the TILT 
will be in stAtic p'"lsiti'"lriS for n. numher r)f nays ruld a 
trm?,ct f"lr "paY0Ds" oxists, the :?LT "rill initiA,te a. re-
quest f'ir the tcp.ms~,· ' 
The Prlwisi('lno.1 1(~cr)imhissance Unit'(PRU) persf'lnnel at­
taohen. tri the BLT~utill{\, the o!>.rly Tlhasos f'lf the ""'Perati0Jl 
were nf little value. n is recommenriG'1 th2,t PRU' 5 n')t be 
attA.chol'\. to 'the BLT for future 0peratians ashl)re. 
The h,,:,nnling of POW' 9, c~ptur~<1' wen~ons enn. equipment, anI' 
the pr;'mpt' f0rWariiIlg:"lt cr-;r,turc.' ~ocu~onts to tho intell, 

'igonco section W".s 'luhtl3Jlfl.inrr. thrr1ughout tho operation, 
roflectin,'! the efforts f"Jf tho small unit~ lOR.dors nnd in-

, ," . '. ,¥t ." 

divi "tUM mnrines~ SGvt:'!rcl rtnys y>rior to this opera.tion, 
classes on tho han11ing Df PO~il' s "'':''1,:t' cnpturoc1 Mtorlal he-', 
been con1uctoti.q,bol"xn ship by the &-:-2 section on the 
.plntoon lovel. It is r,)commen~Cldth'1.t whenever possible 
in the reriod between o'L)ern,tions ashore, similar classes 
bG inclulod on tho shiph,arci trninihg schdule to be 
cDnrlucte~r by 3-2 J1ers~nnel. 
Thrust noints wore ch8.!l{~et1 fr,ur tim9s r1uring the operati 
('nco fiue to n. stls,e ct 0"1, comnr(\m:lse~:n"t the rO!llA.indGr nf 
th8tim()s 'lUG tf"J,16ngth of time they',had been in uso. 
Thc,l;tfficulty ,in '~is"cmi-1lat,inp: p.~w .. j;hru:st points to· 
win ely , se!l~.r~.te~ 'S'Ilppoi'ting units is ap'P~rent. Therefelre" 
it is roc0mmenti.G,1thft,t intellig(mce estimn.tes for f~tu:he 
opeTll.tinns inclur'W'throe 8J. tornate sets of thrust pr')ints~ 

the chRngeover ~nulti. then' ho effected hy R simple mess~e 
infrirmirig unit le~~,ers tel switQh t') en nltcrnllte set 
,A.~~,.n·'··g)~v:on time. . ~~5 ,~ I 

~ ... '" '. , ',/~ /,', /J!i' ,/ r /' ',' ,\ /,!: I "7. .. !',.~TF') 
• 'J • 'V. "RNf.J'P' .¥ !, 

Mnj~r, U. s. M~rinc Corf,8 
Aoting 
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(4) The "bench jumper" teams used in psychological operations
were largely ineffective due to the constently changing
tactical situation. It is recommended that in future
operations ashore, the "nsyaps" term remain aboard ship
"on call" tn the BLT. When it is Apparent that the BLT
will be in static positions for a number of days and a
target for "payons" exists, the BLT will initiate a re-

quest for the teams.
(5) The Provisional Reconnaissance Unit (PRU) personnel at-

tached tn the BLT during the early phases of the operation
were of little value. It is recommended that PRU's not be
attached to the BLT for future operations ashore.

(6) The handling of POW's, captured weapons and equipment, an
the prompt forwarding of centure. documents to the intell
igence section was outstanding throughout the operation,
reflecting the efforts of the small unit leaders and in-
dividual marines. Several days prior to this operation,
classes on the handling of POW's and captured material ha
been conducted aboard ship by the S-2 section on the

platoon level. It is recommended that whenever possible
in the period between operations ashore, similar classes
be included on the shipboard training schedule to be
conducted by S-2 personnel.

(7) Thrust points were changed four times during the operati
once due to n suspected compromise and the remainder of
the times due to löngth of time they had been in use.
The difficulty in disseminating new thrust points to

widely separated supporting units is apparent. Therefore,
it is recommended that intelligence estimates for future
operations include three alternate sets of thrust points.
the changeover could then be effected by a simple message

informing unit leaders to switch to an alternate set
at a given time.

J. V. KNAFP
Major, U. S. Marine Corps

Acting
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BLT 311 -ChronolMY of''lWents -O'Peration BAi)G~ CATCH/SA,hlB! 
~~.t85.Q..q-Co I ,l..9J).ded .at LZ Robin and has moved to Blue Beaoh t..o Ret 

.up night defensive positions. 
_.",.,_Z3J.9.1SL~o __ L_,~.ports they landed a.t Red Beach at 1,900H and Blue 

, ,Beaoh at 1,91 OH. , ' 
~..2.312~5Ji~...Bn-CP.--l~ds in LZ Robin. 

231950H-Co K lanns at LZ Robin. 
---....:2;;3;.;2~O~O-=5H-O(,)Lanci Co I have joined tOp,'etherand, are digging in. 

212100H-t}? anI) Co K moving 'by AmTrac to Blue Beach. 
2"32130H-CP and Co K arrive at Blue Beach from'LZ Robin. 
232?OOH-Cc LIS nbsition report: YD 336102. 

_~.32D'pJj::!'.B:tr/_"C" has laQ<!ed. ' 
_ 232355H-Tanks a:L'rive stBIue Bep ch8.nd. have been positioned with 

Co K and Co,1. ' 
~~Q2.11 H":'qn~andEd, 'at Blue 13each and areposi tioned with Co I 

and Co, K. " ", " 
240530R-U'irs~ ,elements. of Co L d.8p$.rting to secure LZ Sparrow. 
240655H-C01 is at northern' tip ·of OPJ ~1.' 
2,40713H-~ading elements, of.Co I have reached:· Obj A. 

, 240825H-Co I is se.9,rching Obj A. 
240840H~LZSparrow is secure. 
240946H-At 0830H Co ,1 found ,one M-~6 grenade at. YD 324700. Grenade 
was blown in place wi th C-4. 
240Q53H-Co L reports, receiving 'fi1'.9 from general direotion of Obj 2. 
240958H-Co L rer.>orts th"t enLCM was hlo,wn ·up south of Obj 2. 
241015H-Cci I has cleA.red Ob,i A and B I1J1d is moving to Obj C. 
241038H.CP gr'1up moving' out. ,Co!( inforrnedto 'have four tanks ready 
to go. . ' 
2411 20H-Co, H ,land s in LZ §parrow. 

,,241130H-CP and Co Lrecei:ving, 8 rounds incoming artillery from a 
northerly direction.' ' 

,.--24.:l-20.0.R.8.l.llliIL_El:Ll?,nds.Jn_ LZ. SpA.rrow. 
, , '241335H";'Co I at Obj C receives 8"::;-0 roun~ls SAF.' 

241340H.Co K's 'Position 'report ~ Y.D '320693 •. New CF location: 
YD 315705~ , " , .' ,', ' 
241.43..o-H-Qo· L is ready to m'lve to, island' area.::);1; .YJ) 31566;. C.o L 
will be lifted by . helicopter to obJ arE)a. ',' 
2416~5H-AO rer.>orts obserying 3DO.tI,OO civilians moving across river 
at YD 318683. '; . 

~24=1.6~O.H';~C.Q 1 has landed first Wave with-neGative contELct. 
~.M~OH-Remn~der .', .of C.o L .has landed. . 

241655H-Co K receiving 10 rouncls,of ~30mm artillery south of Obj 2. 
241.,tl5H-Co X receiving 7 rounds of 230mm',a.rtiller.y resulting in 3 

~'v.IA~~_LD'f!-w.hich. 'l>Tas_non_me.dewiC. . " 
. 241'T15H-Co K receiving 14roi:mds ,of,'130mm ·50 meters north of Cc K's 

CPo ' ' ". . 

,. . 
• ~ 1 !'.~;..e.. 
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BLT 3/1 - Chronology of Events - Operation BADGER CATCH/SALINE
231850H-Co I landed at LZ Robin and has moved to Blue Beach to not
up night defensive positions.
231910H-Co L reports they landed at Red Beach at 1900H and Blue
Beach at 1910H.
231925H-Bn CP lands in LZ Robin.
231950H-Co K lands at LZ Robin.
232005H-Co L and Co I have joined together and are digging in.

232100H-CP and Co K moving by AmTrac to Blue Beach.
232130H-CP and Co K arrive at Blue Beach from LZ Robin.
232200H-Co L's position report: YD 336702.
232230H-Btry "C" has landed.
232355H-Tanks arrive at Blue Beach and have been positioned with
Co K and Co I.

240211H-Ontos landed at Blue Beach and are positioned with Co I
and Co K.

240530H-First elements of Co L departing to secure LZ Sparrow.
240655H-Co L is at northern tip of Obj 1.
240713H-Leading elements of Co I have reached Obj A.

240825H-Co I is searching obj A.

24084OH-LZ Sparrow is secure.
240946H-At 0830H Co L found one M-26 grenade at YD 324700. Grenade
was blown in place with C-4.
240953H-Co L reports receiving fire from general direction of Obj 2.

240958H-Co L reports that an LCM was blown up south of Obj 2.
241015H-Co I has cleared Obj A and B and is moving to Obj C.

241038H-CP group moving out. Co K informed to have four tanks ready
to go.
241120H-Co M lands in LZ Sparrow.
241130H-CP and Co L receiving 8 rounds incoming artillery from a
northerly direction.
241-200H-81.mm Plt lands in LZ Sparrow.
241335H-Co I at Obj C receives 8-10 rounds SAF.
241340H-Co K's position report: YD 320693. New CP location:
YD 315705.
241430H-Co L is ready to move to island area at YD 315663. Co L
will be lifted by helicopter to obj area.
241625H-AO reports observing 300-400 civilians moving across river
at YD 318683.
241630H=Co L has landed first wave with negative contact.
241650H-Remainder of Co L has landed.
241655H-Co K receiving 10 rounds of 130mm artillery south of obj 2.
241705H-Co K receiving 7 rounds of 230mm artillery resulting in 3
WIA's 1 of which was non medevac.
241715H-Co K receiving 14 rounds of 130mm 50 meters north of Co K's
CP.
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·.21,1800H~:rositibnrenorts r()cei~ed 2,8 foll~1~?:' :CO M (YD 316692), 
Co K (Yn 317705),'Co I (YO 3137,14), 'CoL'(YD 307663). 
2~?152:{-Co L renorts initial see,reh of F1reu ",ith negative results. 
1,Till continue 'tom0rr0w. ' ,'.," , 
250510H~Co L at 03 ,bR' recei,von. 20 r!)url.ds Sl& ~Returned fire and 

"'::-''' -w~nde~'1" ,rc ':Tith )1..;26· g"~enft.dc, ~aptu~ing,.1: . .'.::-P)..\~~47o 
i';-l ,,250725H-Co K, rcceivini sf,F fr'1rrl,Obj 2.. ,,' 

.'i~ .. """ '''''~''i.;;;¢!'~i,02'50920H-Trink hit by RPGrocket rOl,md at 'YD 315687. 
, , ,?5g921H-CQ Lreceiving,SA.F at YIl 29~667~ . ",:", 

",,>,.,~,M"< ""25'0926H..:Co I,e trying bget wClundod ,out. ',,' 
25 o 940H';'JiRVN , s re-port NVABri with '5'7mm RR :-atObj 2. 
25 o 958H..; Ont os 'PI t"sent ,to '~joiri; CO,M. ' 

, ,' ... ==--~,2..2.} Q.'?5lli:::C_o._K,,:t~eI~8E~,~1JI.A.!...s~~4aye~,bemL ~_vqc,tlittod 'by tRnk. 
q~~~~~~l'i<~I'.l'~I!$I~;:.'25'4030H-Co, K ri3'Pprts pulling be,ok fiOm0l::ij <2. , One te.,nk WA.S hit by 

,," ,: ,,' , ",' JUlG rOurJ.<'Fbut ,still'operfl,blo'. 'Qommencing tn bring all supporting 
.~ '" ;·!:~~f;"(f.'~4,/~,,:V>i"·'~' ;\r:r~"'I~k'.\'· ... tI ".r. ,!,;.t#.., l,! '. ..... ..' .' . ". 'f ' • 

~....;,...;........~;f'U'os tobonr 'on ObJ .2.- ,,", ,~,,", , 
, -,251030H-Firstair st':r:ike in ,progress.', :" ' 

~51035H-Co L~nd Co ];"s,pos1:tip,ri r~~ortssamo'as 18st night. 
251205H-Co ,K rGceiving10'"rbun'ds bf130mm nrtinery. 
251230H-Co, K at YJ)),Oe683:.reports receiving 800' rounds semi and 
Rut OIp.e.ti C' weapons fire r':ro,m fnrtified positiop.s since 0730H. 

, reported 15 anti tank T'"1undsfirocl. Qycnerny"with. 5 hits. Action 
UT' t() 'this time resulti~gin 3' NVA rITA.' ,,', 
2512,1H-Second air strike ',innrogress onObJ 2. 
251245H-Co' K says th.<).tthob~m ~vall at the: edge nf Obj 2 has not 
been hit by' 8upnr:Jrting fires. '" ,,-- ' 
2513 35H-Thirdair strike nOw in. progress:' 'Sup~orting arms aro set 

" :' : ,-, to' follo"r. " , , 
251435H-F()urthair strike' now in, progress. 
251/t50H-CO K is nnw movinl'r toward tho obj'.' Artillery is sU'PPorting 
Co K' s movement., " ' , ' "" 
251515H-Co K has moveo, vlelLinto' obj 1=tr8Ft w,tth negative contact. 
251535H-Cn Ie taking S,W., '-', ," ',::, " , 
,251550H-Co1Cwell into I)b,J finding f;lg'hting'halcs E'ni. RPG-7 rocket 
launcher in excclient shp,pe., , , " 

.\-1""'.1',,(,;,,,,; , ,,""::~"25 1620H-Co K rcnorts 12 rou.nds' 1 3QmmF-,rtilleryhi tting in front of 
. :-,'~i;:1I''''';l,:~,,'::>::''jY~''''#'~'!'(,''f'·theirPOsition., 'Direct ion: of, incoming: ,5.700 mils. 

<"'<r"\';I;,';;"'l'>.~l>:.;J..\t,.!.,g51q1 ~HE~arrOwhR,\Vk pl8.tQon "l~d(;rl_"r-tt, CP~:tocation and will rem;:'.in 
, ' " for n1g t dE)~ense. . .,' , ,', ' " 

",251805H':'Co K rece:f:ving ,,19 :ro-und's incoming:, inort"',r firc. 
,'25183CHr-CoI LP report's ')bs~rving 9 NVA mbvingin treeline with 

"'~t.M~,,~,;$Mh'~~~';'~""'~f''')'J~Jl9~,~S and weapons at YD298692. ' Galled; in fire missirm. Rosul ts 
_.~·W , , unobserved ' , ' , " , 

, ''il'~,>,,;;'2519j5H-P~;ition renort, s, received;:' qp(.YD 312710). r9fil(?~(iD 306683), 
"~fl'~_"'~"-ll'''''''''''iIlt~'cro'''j: (YJj,.299693), Co L (YD345697)" Co,~ (~~_~~~racs and 

, , ,Btry "C" (YD 345697). .. ~ ,,', ' \.\)\ttw~: 

'1.' 

",,'. ,-.1 .. ·. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED

2/1800H-Position reports received as follows: Co M (YD 316692),
Co K (YD) 317705), Co I (YD 313714), Co L (YD 307663).
242152H-Co L reports initial search of area with negative results.
Will continue tomorrow.
250510H-Co L at 0330H received 20 rounds SAF. Returned fire and
wounded 1 VC with M-26 grenado, capturing 1 AK-47.
250725H-Co K receiving SAF from Obj 2.

250920H-Tank hit by RPG rocket round at YD 315687.
250921H-Co L receiving SAF at YD 293667.
250926H-Co K trying to get wounded out.

-250940H-ARVN's report NVA Bn with 57mm RR at Obj 2.

250958H-Ontos Plt sent to join Co M.
251000H-Co K reports WIA's have been evacuated by tank.
254030H-Co K reports pulling back from Obj 2. One tank was hit by
RPG round but still operable. Commencing to bring all supporting
fires to bear on Obj 2.
251030H-First air strike in progress.
251035H-Co L and Co It's position reports same as last night.
251205H-Co K receiving 10 rounds of 130mm artillery.
25123OH-Co, K at YD 308683 reports receiving 800 rounds semi and
automatic weapons fire from fortified positions since 0730H. Tank
reported 15 anti. tank rounds fired by enemy with. 5 hits. Action
up to this time resulting in 3 NVA KIA.
251231H-Second air strike in progress on Obj 2.

251245H-Co K says that the berm wall at the edge of Obj 2 has not
been hit by supporting fires.

251335H-Third air strike now in progress. Supporting arms are set
to follow.
251435H-Fourth air strike now in progress.
25145OH-Co K is now moving toward the obj. Artillery is supporting
Co K's movement.
251515H-Co K has moved well into obj area with negative contact.
251535H-Cn K taking SAF.
25155OH-Co K well into obj finding fighting holes and RPG-7 rocket
launcher in excellent shape.
251620H-Co K reports 12 rounds 130mm artillery hitting in front of
their position. Direction of incoming: 5700 mils.

251715H-Sparrowhawk platoon landed at CP location and will remain
for night defense.
251805H-Co K receiving 19 rounds incoming morter fire.

251830H-Co I LP reports observing 9 NVA moving in treeline with
packs and weapons at YD 298692. Called in fire mission. Results
unobserved.
251935H-Position reports received: CP (YD 312710) YD 306683),
Co I (YD..299693), Co L (YD 345697), Co M (YD racs and

DECL
Btry "C" (YD 345697).
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~CeiVed Frcg Ord~r #4 from SLi Bravo. . 

J 

252250H-Ptephrationsmade for TOT and TPQ-10 on area in vicinity 
of In 284689. 
252338H-Co I at YD 2986q3 .observed 25pen ple in open and engaged 

__ with greno.dos and S!.F. . Will chock out the area at first light. 
260015H-TPQ. ... 10 completed with bombs. on target. 
260600H.TOT now in' progress on susnected Wi\. :Bn in fortified pos­
itirm. 

~ ... _"... __ 260725 H..;. Co ~I has -,0nsu19ciill.;i,n!3_e .•• ~J~ilLJI.~LIQ!:!,![lrr1~d . .0R~fi~_~~ _ ~,va~l: 
~ EWre~ICopter. . . . '. '.' .... --.-

260T30H-Co 1-~ ehA.lleMcd small boat at YD 34568'9. Boat "lid not 
res'Dond. Firer'!: on bnl'l.t. SeA-reh of river after losing sight of 
bl)l'l.t rovealed nothing. . 
260845H-Co R: I S air strike ·rlelp.Y8ri ;0 minutes~ Co K will use other 
supporting A.rms and. will not wait f0rnir. - Co K will jUmp off at 
0915H tow~rQ Obj 2. 
260930H ... Jiir strike: being Cli;re'Cted by Co I against Lam Xw'!n (YO 
285689). -
260945H':'Cn Ie has entered north end I)f Obj 2 witl) no cl)ntn.ct and 
no· significant findings. 
~609tSH-CI) I' (yn 298693) r01lorts that their lines vJCre -probed thmugll 
out the nigl:lt.·. Called for ·t,,!O 81 mm missions nnd fired 60mm mortnrs. 
Sonrch of, p,re.r\ "'r~:l'!e."!.lerl thnt 11 Inrge' n.m0unt of enomy ammunit ion 
\-Tas being tr~msported sf)uthwest. . . 
26()q~2H-Co L remrts suspected ltd on south bpnk of rivGr (YD 
303672). Called artillery mission. Patrol checking out area. 
26095'1H-Spllrtowhe.wk ntis now I'l.t Co M's posiMon. 
261000H-Co I receives 1 () r0un-1S incoming J'l.rtillcny at YD 298694 
f:::-"'m a direction of 5100 mils. .' 
261108H-C0 X completed s'.rec'l'lS0cUring Obj 2. 
261215H:-Co I is in att~ck positi·')n Md ready to .move against YD 
284689. 
261230H-Ont.os PIt moving to Obj 2 2.rea. 

------;gG.1Z10H-Bt~ "l·fl now movingJly helj.copter to Obj' 2. 
261248H-Co I receiving h011.Vyt1rt'illery from n0rtherly direction. 
26125AH-Co I· reports trikinfi: 60mm mortFJ.rs from' outside objective. 
261302H-CQ I rOP0rt s incoming nn l?.st night's ';Josi t i "'li • 

. 261j20rr..-;'dr is on station fO:r Co I's use • 

. 2613.10H-f,O spotted VC in bunkors ann is Illr'l.rkingposition with smoke 
at YD 287692. .. . .' 
261345H-Co I meeting heavy rcsistlJ.ncc p,t YIi 28/69rl. ldr strikes 
anrl sU~'DQrting . arms will be use1. 
261 355H-Co I is -ninnod'lo'N11 mn.1'ing withdrn:wal .fr'"lm ob'; very difficult, 
N0rtheast end of ("Ib,; hris 300 niGters 0.f he<wily fortified nnsitions 
with nverheads. . 
2614.00H-End Onerntinn W1)(i"1R cr'TCH-(;H()? to 30. Mar"Div-b,'3gin Operation 
SfLllTE • 

. } 
i 
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2520251 Received Freg Order #4 from SLF Bravo.

252250H-Preparations made for TOT and TPQ-10 on area in vicinity
of YD 284689.

252338H-Co I at YD 298693 observed 25 people in open and engaged
with grenades and SAF. will check out the area at first light.
260015H-TPQ-10 completed with bombs on target.

3 260600H-TOT now in progress on suspected NVA Bn in fortified pos-
ition.
260725H-Co I has one detainee. Will be forwarded on first avail-
able helicopter.
260730H-Co M challenged small boat at YD 345689. Boat did not
respond. Fired on boat. Search of river after losing sight of
boat revealed nothing.
260845H-Co K 's air strike delayed 30 minutes. Co K will use other
supporting arms and will not wait for air. Co K will jump off at
0915H toward Obj 2.

260930H-Air strike being directed by Co I against Lam Xuan (YD
285689).
260945H-Co K has entered north end of Obj 2 with no contact and
no- significant findings.
260945H-Co I (YD 298693) reports that their lines were probed through
out the night. Called for two 81 mr missions and fired 60mm mortars.
Search of area revealed that a large amount of enomy ammunition
was being transported southwest.
260952H-Co L reports suspected VC on south bank of river (YD
303672). Called artillery mission. Patrol checking out area.
260955H-Sparrowhawk Plt is now at Co M's position.
261000H-Co I receives 10 rounds incoming artillery at YD 298694
from a direction of 5700 mils.
261108H-Cn K completed sweep securing Obj 2.

261 215H-Co I is in attack position and ready to move against YD
284689.
261230H-Ontos Plt moving to Obj 2 area.
26124OH-Btry "W" now moving by helicopter to Obj 2.

261248H-Cn I receiving heavy artillery from northerly direction.
261258H-Co I reports taking 60mm mortars from outside objective.
261302H-Co I reports incoming on last night's position.
261320H-Air is on station for Co I's use.
2613/OH-AO spotted VC in bunkers and is marking position with smoke
at YD 287692.
261345H-Co I meeting heavy resistance at YD 28/690. Air strikes
and supporting arms will be used.
2611355H-Co I is rinned down making withdrawal from obj very difficult
Northeast end of obj has 300 meters of heavily fortified positions
with overheads.
261400H-End Operation BADGER CATCH-CHOP to 3d MarDiv-begin Operation
SALINE.
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~~OH-()nt0s ani tf:l,nks Ftre m'wing ndrih to 'cid; Co r;·· 
\' 261,'105H-CaJlin" in smok:o to h01p Co :t move b?ck t"'""tti'cl'c't;-alr stikes. 
'... 261510H-Co I still in tllos8 coniF'ct vith }T\!!;. - slowly' extracting 

his people. 
2h15;OH-Cb H Im:l C0 ][ l:-cceivil1c:? incnming A.,rtill~ry from 6100 !!lils. 
TotAl ~f 20 r0un~s "f i30mm artiliery. 
261630H~,Co I still rhos not have all c 0 sup.1..ties' nut of area~ 
261840H-CP moving to Obj 2. 
2618/l5H-Co I r~;cGiving heavy mortar fire. 
261900H-CP arrives nt ne .. , location (YIl 301),681). 
261925H •. J3T"T 3/1 CHOP to 1 st lllllTrA.,c En. 
2 f.?05~H-=-CG-4r.o.c.Q.ediD,g_t_Q CP. 

---:T62040H··Co N f;1,rrives Fit Cp.. 
262340H-C0 L at YO 3.146711, reports sU'sDccted VC movemont. Fired 16 

_rounds 60mm mortp.r ItIith negative results. -----:1 270i305H-GL-3!, infr)!ms 3/1 thc.t there are 5 tanks available from 
BLT 2/4. 
271 G20H--l1equcsten tP.1lks CBLT 2/4) be sent to Bl1:e BGR.ch. Informed 

~,~::·:-tnat.-tiinks "are -Ftfioai'l.Y' t'h8re';-' ,-.... "., , .. - ,~' . -
271'130H-=cp're'c8i ving incoming 0,rtillcry fr0m c, rtirection of 6200 
Inc(1min,.~ c0nsistoo. "f 23 .rf"Junr1.s '30mm r-l,rtillc)ry • 

• " __ ?7121.3.~CT' m~'y;Lng_ t.Q . ...:"l.OW locp.t ion (YO 30868:lt" 
-<:"~2.:'Lt:-32.OJ::1"'''bni0s Pl t now at-- Blue Beach r8:vlYfor pick up. 

2713:?OH-Cn M rocei v,,,"s 6 r01mds nrtil1ery '(YD 305679). 
271500H-C8 }It rG'Dorts fin"linr; 2 fom,:c.les lon.ving 0hj Ftrca at Tn 

iY;.,--287673 ',rhare Co tlf hrcs been 0b.scrving hnstilo rno';lcmcnt. Detainees 
wore f0r'''Ftrrlerl t:- 1 st J\mTrf\c Rn. 
2716omt- ',RVN unit to wIrth r>.,'lvises it will not he n.blc to fttt2.ck 
o bj pi Y'J- 2'84691 r1UG to 01'l.rkness. 
271 61 ~H-C() L-I1lo...v..QQ-b¥-hc1i.~rs to Blue Rco,eh nnd nrs....sett~g, un 

JrLn.ic:ht_dQ,f~~R.Q_sj;j;j,.Qns • 
271955H-Informod 1 st 1',mTrRC's t11!l.t ioTO wHl f'.tt2.ck 12.m Xuan tomorrow. 
272100H-Intdligence renort indicates NV.''. mortar element locaterl 
in v:£cinity of YO 283715 or YJ) 279715. hlso, ~i.:t1~.fi,e;r,cl~_7.st._X'R-=~7' 
280674. 
272~OOH-TrQ-10 run at Tn 285689. 

~ ---280450H-Co I recoived 1 inco!!ling grenade. 
'280600H-CP receiving incoming 140mm rockots. 
280820H-NGF' mission now in p:t'og';t:'ess at YO .284691. Co L preparing 
to move out. 
280837H-Co L mrwing (mt. 
280846H-Ti-mks hit AT mine at YD 298686 brcn.kil\'S ,9.Xle---out of action. 
:Co K to Dr0vile security for te.nks. Co L utilizing mine sweep teams. 
Air striko n~w in nr0grOGS. 
280920H-Sec"'nrt p.ir strike in prr:v::ress--fixed wins recoiving S.;;]' 
,on pnssos. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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DECLASSIFIED

261 400H-Ontos and tanks are moving north to aid Co I.

261405H-Calling in smoke to help Co I move back tn direct air stikes.
261510H-Co I still in close contact with NVA - slowly extracting
his people.
261530H-Co M and Co K receiving incoming artillery from 6100 mils.
Total of 20 rounds of 130mm artillery.
261630H..Co I still does not have all cesualties out of area:
261840H-CP moving to Obj 2.

261845H-Co I receiving heavy mortar fire.
261900H-CP arrives at new location (YD 304681).
261925H-BLT 3/1 CHOP to 1st AmTrac Bn.
262025H-Co N procceding to CP.
26204OH-CO N arrives at CP.
26234OH-Co L at YD 314674 reports suspected VC movement. Fired 16
rounds 60mm mortar with negative results.
270805H-GL-3A informs 3/1 that there are 5 tanks available from4
BLT 2/4.
271020H-Requested tanks (BLT 2/4) be sent to Blue Beach. Informed
that tanks are already there.

271130H-Cp receiving incoming artillery from a direction of 6200 mi
Incoming consisted of 23 rounds 130mm artillory.
271213H-CT moving to new location (YD 308683).
271.320H-Ontos Plt now at Blue Beach ready for pick up.
271320H-Cn M receives 6 rounds artillery (YD 305679).
271500H-Co M reports finding 2 females leaving chj area at YD
287673 where Co M has been observing hostile movement. Detainees
were forwarded to 1st AmTrac Bn.
271600H- ARVN unit to north advises it will not be able to attack
obj at YD 284691 due to darkness.
271615H-Co L moved by heliconters to Blue Beach and are setting un
in nicht defensive positions.
271955H-Informed 1st AmTracs that we will attack Lam Xuan tomorrow.

2100H-Intelligence report indicates NVA mortar element located
in vicinity of YD 283715 or YD 279715. Also, mine field at YD
280674.
272300H-TPQ-1G run at YD 285689.
28045OH-Co I received 1 incoming grenade.I
280600H-CP receiving incoming 140mm rockets.
28082CH-NGF mission now in progress at YD 284691. Co L preparing
to move out.

280837H-Co I moving out.
280846H-Tanks hit AT mine at YD 298686 breaking axle out of action.
Co K to provide security for tanks. Co L utilizing mine sweep teams.
Air strike now in progress.
280920H-Second air strike in progress--fixed wing receiving SAF
on passes.
280935H-Another tank hit AT mine at YO 298686.

DECLASSIFIED
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C" lJ that 803rdNVA C0mpany'in cbj area. 

281<l4BH-C? a.ne} Co., 1, I:':t YD 298686rccei v0(1 2l, l'')unri.s of 130mm 
I1.rt il1·~r.y frnm 315 r1.Bf~rees., 

. ~" 

281J 1SH-Co 'lJ moving, behinn.tMks f?llr. racei ving negati va resistnnce. 
Co L reports t1J.r.t ()flG trmk whilo crossingTl~driy sunk into. 111I'§2 borgQ.. 

- ''';Iff .... ~~~~~~~-

cr)",tel;'.,. nn~. is .sub~?~'p..1. " " " 
281125H-Co L renorts hitting bn'1by trnp reSultinp,' in casup.lticg. 

,2,9113DH-Co L tl1kiru;' SAF frol1: 0h.i p,rea. 
2'81135H-Co K 8/'visen t('l be, i'l'ep?xe" to. !!l0Ve "lute 
2812: OR-AO spots ,It lIVl.. moving out of obj westl1Cl'nss rivor. 
281212JI--C() L renorts t~nk hit by RPG. 
281215H-\rtillQry ii-O reports enGmy,moving p,rmlnc1. in obj. Calling il'. 
artillery 0n ta.!!'get. 

,281217H·Co L or~,ore"l, to hold ,bp-ck'so air can be utilizen a;;ainst 
erter:'JY I',ttcmn ting, to,move·out of .. west side 0f obj. 
28.1 ;::>3CH-CP:roceivinp., 22 roun'ls inc""minr,'1,30mml'!.rtillcry. 
28123C{"CI') L arivisei to 'hring tl:'.-nksbMk for fl.'ir strike. Co L 
requeG·:~:'ne . Co K for support. 
2812WE~C:P recdving' 16 Illo:r:erounds incnming. 

,.' 281312H-CP receiving more incominq. . artillery. Co K proparing to 
movo C'ut. " ,_, . 
'28'13'::5.Co L a"lv.~sed to t~ko it. slownno. make rIk'lXimurn use of sup-

, 'Pol"h,;~{:s. arms. 00 K, moving UP. , 

, 28" 5 30JI.~Co L renorts' taking heavy c~sue.l ties. 
201340H.Jlir strike in, p,rogre,ss~ '1.0. reports thA,t !'til' strike accounted 
for 10 }T\TJ\ njl.'S ni,ldthat onomy..ismoving around in obj area. 
281421H-J1ir strike c()i:lnleted r>.M Co X reports m.9.king go:.>d progress. 

'2131510H-Half wllythr('1u{;h obj still meoting heavy resistl1llce. 
281523H-Co L advisod' to k,-ic:p moving and call in firc support. 
281531I{ .. Tr:t.nkroportor1. stuck. ' .. 
29155. OH~Co 11. at YD ,293b78 sighted bunkers .lith VC. Called in 
hrtillo:::'·Yl1.n'l NGF n.ostroyihg 5 sheltors and 100 meters of trenchline. 

,281600H-Requeston. to have FIn.mos fueled aWlieacly tf) go tomorrow. 
281640H-/\ir strikoconfl.uctc1.-:BDJu 14 J:Nf, KIA. 
281721 H-J.rtillo·7 firing /'It YD 282689 crr:Jriitc1. Y'dth 4 NV/. KI.f •• 
281740H-Co L just, knockod out bi!5bunkcrWith 8.utom<o.tic wea:pon tlmt 
WA.S holding ~them bp~ck. ~ T: '. t. 

281745H-l.ir strike, cDnrl.ucted-EDh =1 bunkers'rlcstrrwed :m'!. 3 
·sec~mdl'\ry oxvlosions. 

281800H-Co L rGnnrts fin'ling M enemy'30 oal. m, 1 RPG-2 h.uncher, 
". 8 NY/., KIl., R,nrt !". 1 '1t ("'If gen.r in obj arc!'!.. 'Tote,l is 36 't-TV A KIA for 

, tl:lis 0bj S0 far. '. '--. 
261813H-f,mTracs l'Cport tnnk hitting mine as they tvero attempting to 

-:::......null._i.t_fr .. 2rluL..Pad.d.j. /uJJTmcs will try agn.in t?morrow. ' 
. ,281815H-AO observed I';. IW.f~ movi11i':>: inton, hnuso. flO is "1''' .. iusting 

artillery on house. 
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281020B- Advised Cn I that 803rd NVA Company in obj area.

281048H-CP and Co L at YD 298686 received 24 rounds of 130mm
artillery from 3+5 degrees.
281118H-Co L moving behind tanks and receiving negative resistance.
Co L reports that one tank while crossing paddy sunk into large bomb
crater and is submerged.
281125H-Co L reports hitting booby trap resulting in casualties.
281130H-Co L taking SAF from obj area.

281135H-Co K advised to be prepared to move out.
281210H-A0 spots 4 NVA `moving out of obj west across river.
281212E.Co L reports tank hit by RPG.

281215E-Artillery AO reports enemy moving around in obj. Calling in
artillery on target.
281217H-Co L ordered to hold back SO air can be utilized against
enemy attempting to move out of west side of obj.
28123CH-CP receiving 22 rounds incoming 130mm artillery.
2812363.00 L advised to bring tanks back for air strike. Co L
requesting Co K for support.
28124OH-CP receiving 16 more rounds incoming.
281312H-CP receiving more incoming artillery. Co K preparing to
move cut.
281315H-Co L advised to take it slow and make maximum use of sup-
porting arms. Co K moving un.
28133OH-Co L reports taking heavy casualties.
281340H-Air strike in progress. AO reports that air strike accounted
for 10 NVA KIA's and that enemy is moving around in obj area.
281421H-Air strike completed and Co K reports making good progress.
281510H-Half way through obj still meeting heavy resistance.
281523H-Co L advised to keep moving and call in fire support.
281531H-Tank reported stuck.
28155 OH-Co M at YD 293678 sighted bunkers with VC. Called in
artillery and NGF destroying 5 shelters and 100 meters of trenchline.
281600H=Requestor! to have Flames fueled and ready to go tomorrow.
281640H-Air strike conducted-BDA: 14 NVA KIA.

281721H-/rtillory firing at YD 282689 credited with 4 NVA KIA.
28174OH-Co L just knocked out big bunker with automatic weapon that
was holding them back.
281745H-Air strike conducted-BDA: 7 bunkers destroyed and 3
secondary explosions.
281800H-Co L reports finding an enemy 30 cal. MG, 1 RPG-2 launcher,
8 NVA KIA, and P, lot of gear in obj area. Totel is 36 NVA KIA for
this obj so far.
281813H-AmTracs report tank hitting mine as they were attempting to
pull it from a Daddy. AmTracs will try again tomorrow.
281815H-AO observed 4 MVA moving into R house. AO is adjusting
artillery on house.

DECLASSIFIED
(BLDISSURE

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
ID\i~\\J~~~~W~~~ 

r;~-:,--:~- ; · ';~ 
j.~ .. --....... ~ .• --., .•. ,. '" 

281820H-C", M moving to take tl'JP. pnsi t ion north of the ob,; to block 
ani obsrcrve enemy l..rith"1TSWRl. 
281825H-Co L A.rlvisea to continue I1.tt:,ck by using illumination. \"nl 
use NGF. anrl artillery to provitle Hlum±nntion. Flareship has been 
requested. 
28185ClH-Co M rc;nort s 1 11'11':.. KH. vThcm he ran in to blockinr, force at 
YD 278696. 
281855H-Lir strike in nrrv::ress, )\0 reports a lar2.'e secon1.ary explos-
ion. 
282015H-"'1c,reshi T' reports 0n stn.tion. 
282140H-Co L ro'!'ort s 15 more j\T'iT_'~ 1(L/:. f0und. in obj. Co L nnd Co .K 
t01d to consnlio.p,tc their position. 
282235H-Posi tion reports ~ Co M (YD 277693 to YD 283694), Co L (n 
282688 tn 287686), Co K (YD 280693 to~YD 2G'?OG),~'Co -r eYD~300682) 
CP (YD 31068~), l®Tracs (YD 310684), Ontos and T?nks (YD 282688 to 
YD 287686), Btry "C" (LZ Robin), Recan Plt (YD 300682), Co N (YD 
306680), anrlBtry '.,,/" (YD 30')680). 

~Oi 45H-Co L [mil. Co K et YD. 265688 receiving 23 rounds inc()miDg 
artillory helieverl to be 130mm from {?, direction of 5300 mils. 
290150H-Co L end Co K PJlviso(l to be \\T2tchful f~lr ground attack. 
290450H-Co K to nove at 0645--arlvised to coordinate with Co L. 
29'J,:,o6H-J:osi tion report from 00 M: (YD 288688). 
2c!I)::,':5E--Co L ann. Co K informed to have Fa I s register danger close 
f1;'( missians. 
2>'; ,:'-' em-co I ~,t (YD 285(')72) observed JIJVA rrloving about; calle<i in 
p.r::L~lG·;"y mission resulting in 3 NVA KIf .• 
29') (j'iOH-Co M pt (Y1) 2(39689) finds 1 Nil'\ KIf. -vd th gear. 
291030H-Co I at (Yn 293674) detninen. 2 males f'..ge 19 and 2~_, turned 
ovor to 8-2. . 
291055H-Prtsoncr cnpture1. at YD 287691 is memher of 4th Co~ 3rd Bnp 
82nn. ~r;TJ. Regt. ~tn,tGS th".t 110 men were in- obj. MDny osca'Dcd. 
2Q112(1n-Co L re1lorts taking 15 rounds 130mm artillery at YD 284689 
from a <iirection of 6000 mile. 
291137H-CoL vTHI be moving out very shortly. Co L Illr'!. Co K again 
tnking incoming artillery: 10 rounds. 
291255H-Co K re")orts fin<iing 2 more ITVL bodies. 
291305H-Co K tJrlviserl SC'lut dogs nre p.vail0.hle. 
291350H-Co H starting t:l s0E!,rch obj F!.roa '1-Jith Co L. 
291445H-Obj is comnletely sccurer'1.. C0 H is e:iviscn. to move to YD 
300685 gt 16rnH. Co M hp,s f,"und 1 NV.'~ KIA \vith lX./n in burneo. out 
blink2r. 
291 735 H •• Co K report s finding 2 NY". KIA pnn. v.<trious document s. Co L 
.<tftor sea.rch of obj rl.rea reT~orts 37 dar.a NV~l, l1ssorter1. equipmont Find 
g02.r. 
291000H-Roceived 
into nffoct. 

information thRt the "TET cease fire" 

~~~~~~\&~ 
~~-~~ 
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281820H-Cn M moving to take un a position north of the obj to block
and observe enemy withdrawal.
281825H-Co L advised to continue attack by using illumination. Will
use NGF and artillery to provide illumination. Flareship has been
requested.
281850H-Co M reports 1 NVA KIA when he ran into blocking force at
YD 278696.
281855H-Air strike in progress, AO reports a large secondary explos-
ion.

282015H-Flareship reports on station.

282140H-Co L reports 15 more NVA KIA found in obj. Co L and Co K
told to consolidate their position.
282235H-Position reports: Co M (YD 277693 to YD 283694), Co L (YD
282688 to 287686), Co K (YD 280693 to: YD 233688). Co I (YD,300682)
CP (YD 310684), AmTracs (YD 310684), Ontos and Tanks (YD 282688 to
YD 287686), Btry "C" (LZ Robin), Recon Plt (YD 300682), Co N (YD
306680), and Btry "W" (YD 305680).
290145H-Co L and Co K at YD. 285688 receiving 23 rounds incoming

6 artillery believed to be 130mm from a direction of 5300 mils.
290150H-Co L and Co K advised to be watchful for ground attack.
290450H-Co K to move at 0645--advised to coordinate with Co L.
290306H-Position report from Co M: (YD 288688).
2909A5E-Co L and Co K informed to have FO's register danger close
fix missions.
2910"OH-Co I at (YD 285672) observed NVA moving about; called in
artillery mission resulting in 3 NVA KIA.

29101CH-Co M at (YD) 239689) finds 1 NVA KIA with gear.
291030H-Co I at (YT) 293674) detained 2 males age 19 and 24, turned
over to S-2.
291055H-Prisoner captured at YD 287691 is member of 4th Co, 3rd Bn,
82nd NVA Regt. States that 110 men were in obj. Many escaped.
291120H-Co L reports taking 15 rounds 130mm artillery at YD 234689
from a direction of 6000 mils.
291137H-Co L will be moving out very shortly. Co L and Co K again
taking incoming artillery: 10 rounds.
291255H-Co K reports finding 2 more NVA bodies.
291305H-Co K advised scout dogs are available.
291350H-Co M starting to search obj area with Co L.

291445H-Obj is completely secured. Co M is advised to move to YD
300685 at 1600H. Co M has found 1 NVA KIA with AK-47 in burned out
bunker.
291735H-Co K reports finding 2 NVA KIA and various documents. Co L
after search of obj area reports 37 dead NVA, assorted equipment and
gear.
291800H-Received information that the "TET cease fire" will not go
into affect.
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291830H-CoX reMr.:t;S r~cei vin,?' 1;.0 roul1ds. of incom; ng !3,rtillery. 
291950H-TPQ.-10 I s \.,il1 he run on Obj. 3 (YD 206672) • 

. 2920POH-iPosition rCDort: cr (YD 301f)B1), :Co L (YD 2(5690), Co K 
..... (YD283688)., CO I (YD 303681.), CoM (YD 3006S6). 

' .. 292130H';TP.Q.-10's being run <,p:!1inst 0bj 3 ,,(YD 286(72). 
--------i001 -10H- CoM a.t YD 3016.:36 rpqo i ving 3· he,no. grenados Mo. 8. 7lproxlma.tely 

'-'?l1v 5 M-79 grenades. '. ..' , . ' 
300945H-Co L has 1 ?lp,to'ln ac!'(\ssrivcr· to '.;ost of obj area. 
3n0955H~Co R:lliq,s2 lNA POWs, 1·rl)cketlauncher and 2 light NG's. 
Co K requests,. interpreter fnr interrog8tion.of ?OW's. POW's were 
foUnd by. S'c.out dogs. at Y1) 281(;89.' , 
301035H~Co. I{ while ser:.rching at YD 285688:f'01.md 1 dead NVI\. outsiile 
bunker.. . _ . ' . 
301115H-Intolligence+,eport·rever.lsc-'f;hat on 22 In.n Chieu Hoi reporte(; 
APmine field in the, -ITlcinity of YD. 286676. 
301130H-Co L found. 2 NVA brv'iios in- shp.119w gr8.ves, nssorte~, documents 
ann g8n.r. Genr Mlioved tlJ be. that of A. cor"'smRn. 
301215H.Intorrogntion of. 2 ;1:'0,,""9, four;td -by Co K indicR.tes thet there 
:i,s e ,BnCP ,9.t Tn 286673. . '" . '. 
30150()H-Co L nt YO .. 281689 fi11~-in.rr bloody ban"'e.f:.~es lcn/l.ing north ".nil. 
west ".cross river. . ." .' I 
301515H-Co M I".t YD 292/)87 foun1" 1. nrtil-lory 105mm durt which was 
bl :~i,;n .. ~~n nlace.. . . . " ,.,.. : . 
W:·;.,Y2:, .. Roquest TPQ-10's on YD 280677 Mol YD 2(36675 bG dropped beforo ... --.' . ", . .. .' . 

24:',(' (lUG to!)lltr()ls in erea.nfter th.n,t .timer.; . 
3M(Y):J,·A:I,r strike ''In Obj 3 in. progress •.. : ,.; 
30, (?QH"':Co Lat Yn: 2Rt=:690 wbilose~.roh:ingl-l.; Hunker found. 1 NVA· _ 

. b0(1y ,;,nfi 3 chi C'1m p-renac1es. ' 
~01855H"C" t :'>.t YD 2856q1 racei vod .!';r~r;x 12 rClunds incoming 13C'lmm 

, . p.rtillery. They requestcount.er br:tttery fire:;: 8t;ainst sus-pectc<i 
,. 'enomy nrtillory positions.' -
301935 H-Co K ft' YD 28768.8 rccoi va"'. 20 r?un"ts'- pf enemy 130mm RrtillDry 

. from" ',i.{'roction of. 600b mils. .. " 
30231 OH-TI'C}-10 t $ not-r he'ing rlrom:led., ", '" 
31 013CH~1 eqtyJ,d fr')m Co M riepnrting t-,:wqrd ,Ohj 3 (YD 286673) are 

,'~o _ a.ct IlsJ~'Uirles fir Co M. m'Y1rement to,.attf1ck, 'Position. 
3't02'3DH-Co M now moving to /:\ssernhly arep.. to f\,rri "Ie there at 0530H. 
310555lI-Co, K's JIlt., siz.ed diversionary force'n:ow"in positit')n at 

. 'yo. ~88618. '. . . . 
310655H-Co M is in, nttrl,ck positirm f1w!'liting first light. 
j10702H':Co !{' s Iii v9rsionar:r' force now in th~ :attack fl'0m north. Wil1. 

. , . I'!tt.e ,ckby fir€l f0r 15 minutes. . . :;, ' . . 
. , 310710H-CP taking 15 roun1s inc0min{;- 130mm artillery fr0m P. northerly 
, direct,i0n.· , " 

. 3t0715H";Co 11 repOrts roceiving inooming ~rtiUery and 50 cal. MG 
fire. ' . 

,. <''.1' 
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291830H-Co K reports receiving 40 rounds of incoming artillery.
291950H-TPQ-10's will be run on obj 3 (YD 286672).
292000H-Position report: CP (YD 307681), Co L (YD 285690), Co K

(YD 283688), Co I (YD 303681), Co M (YD 300686).
2921 30H-TPQ-10's being run against Obj 3 (YD 286672).
300140H-Co M at YT) 301686 receiving 3 hand grenades and approximately
5 M-79 grenades.

7 300945E-Co L has 1 Platoon across river to west of obj area.

300955H-Co K has 2 NVA POW's, 1 rocket launcher and 2 light MG's.

Co K requests interpreter for interrogation of POW'S. POW's were
found by. scout dogs at YD 281689.
301035H-Co K while searching at YD 285688 found 1 dead NVA outside
bunker.
301115H-Intelligence report reveals that on 22 Jan Chieu Hoi reported
AP mine field in the vicinity of YD 286676.
30113OH-Co L found 2 NVA bodies in- shallow graves, assorted documents
and gear. Gear believed to be that of a cornsman.
01215H-Interrogation of 2 POW's found by Co K indicates that there

is a Bn CP at YD 286673.
301500H-Co L at YD 281689 finding bloody bandages loading north and
west across river.
301515H-Co M at YD 292687 found 1 artillery 105mm dud which was
blown in place.
3015 Request TPQ-10's on YD 288677 and YD 286675 be dropped before

2400 due to patrols in area after that time.
3016303-Air strike on Obj 3 in progress.
301" 20H-Co L at YD 286690 while searching a bunker found 1 NVA
body and 3 chi com grenades.
301855H-Co L at YD 285691 received approx 12 rounds incoming 130mm
artillery. They request counter battery fire: against suspected
enemy artillery positions.
301935H-Co K et YD 287688 received 20 rounds of enemy 130mm artillery
from c. direction of 6000 mils.
302310H-TTQ-10! now being dropped.
310130H-1 squad from Co M departing toward Obj 3 (YID 286673) are
to act as guides for Co M movement to attack position.
310230H-Co M now moving to assembly area to arrive there at 0530H.
310555H-Co K's plt. sized diversionary force now in position at
YD 288678.
310655H-Co M is in attack position awaiting first light.
310702H-Co K's diversionary force now in the attack from north. Will
attack by fire for 15 minutes.
310710H-CP taking 15 rounds incoming 130mm artillery from a northerly
direction.
310715H-Co M reports receiving incoming artillery and 50 cal. MG
fire.
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310730H-Co M reports assn.ult elemonts ins He first treelino of obj 
in hop.vy contact lvith woll dug in ,NV1.. Lttl1ck continuing utilizdng 
m>:>..:x:ilh\lm supnorting li.rms fire. \hitil"..g' for fog to lift to direct 
fixp'! wing' support. LYTH ... 6 t s novl ml)ving r10wn Cua Viet river to C,., 
M's positi"lntO len·i direct fire support. 
310750H-Bn CP roceivinf';.15 m'"lre rnunrls 1.30mm'·o.rtillory at YD 307601. 
Direction hono mils. 
31 0030H-CnM mrJving f0:r1'J~.r-1 s10wly llR'ainst henvy resistance. Enemy 
~E\S 50 CRlo MG 8xirt. m'1rt2.rs. Co M is errmloyirig 81 mm mnrtars, 

'artiU'cry, NGF,'1,ni A,1trrtits CAS pnrt LVTH-6 1 '3. 

_)_1DJ145....;:T-!:-;L"P-l:-:-6' ~_ hp,,,o.,l"q:;J;;Lyo,r1_.at ,Co ~V ,$. ];lO,~i,t:b~n. 
. . 310900H-Co M is mectiniShorwy resistp..llc8 reporting 50 cal MG' s in 

~. bunkr-rs which must' be kno'Oked out· prior tn 2i'lv8nc8. Co M still 
re-ports ino()ming artillery rnunrlS frnm a n.irection rJf 6050 mils. 
Enemy isemnl;..,ying RR fr0m 0bj area. , 

=.3109'15H-9<.Ll is ITL:'y~Q;?;.;.~1l,tJ2X. L:;T~~s~t2.;JlJl~lQ,J.;·J CoM. ~n~t.he ~~,~t.0clc~. 
. 2n~ Pl t Co H t,.,kin~he:l.vy en,sual ties. c·:) r1 reoeiving 50 rriUilds- ,. 

130mm e,rtill ory , p.nr1 recniloss rifle fire. 
311C105H-Co ;r TI0W tp.kinr; incoming ;l.rtiUery fire. Direction ·5800 
3110t1,OH .. At YD. 2F37672 Co M is still heLl. u-r. ,'lue to SltF nnn. 
nrtiliery. Co I is movin'S UD I"In west flank. Supporting fires: 
t~king hG~vy toll on enemY_ 
311200H-Fix()~1 wing hD.B yet to p,rri vo on stn.ti"n. C0 M is Qrlvisor1 
that CAS is r1l')ubtful p.ni to. proceod Vlith':lut it. 
31 i 207H-Co I is moving 11P behind smoko screen. 
311215H-CoI ani Co M '~,re "repPTe:i to m;;~rk lines for Fl.ir strike. 
311235R-Co M and. Co I at YJJ~f.076l2 continu,e to mnint:~in contact with 
the enemy and arc ;pressing' the attack using smoke And whiskey pcpa 
as e. screen • 

. 311250R-Co Ire110rts ne,::'ative observp.tion of hridge OIl WGst side o,f­
obj. 
311415)2=CO L given 1O[Rrning orr1c'r t'J bo ready to mr)Ye. 
31143nH-Co M ;:md Co I in close cont2.ct ~ith enemy in fortified 
Dositions 0.t YTI ~~ Co L vlill be rnoycd t::') slJ'P],)ort the rtttA.ck 
ifroquire1. Very Ii ttle rrop:rossbeing. !!1"":1,C",t this time. 
311515H-AO A.n-i· fixerl wing' pre, nn the Wty. ,Cn if i.r0D"'ing bn.ck for 
nir strike. . 
3115 L1rSB:-Co ]\1 (TO 287f)72) with Co I on their left DF'nk (lontinv.ing 
to P.tt,'1.ck with little nrop:ress. }'Toro CAS is on the WftY. Co 11 
cstimptes LH) casuA.1ties u~ to tl:.is time'. 
311555H-Air strike in nr"'~ress. Roquesting flarc shiTl p,nn relief. 

,?11f;n[iJI-Cr) L mnving nut on (,lTrler t(1 "c,osition hGhi~d Co I anrl C::I M. 
- (liter 1'JUl~ back for nir strike Co I <ind Co !vI returnert to tre 

qttack. Mr striko lJ'R.:-: le.rr;ely ineffecti ~1G due to haze p.,ni m;;,ty 
tlurls. . 
~11700H-Co I [->,nrl C0 N hrcvo m")vcrl intI"! h<1mlot moking Getter pr0~e 

''1 31175 nH-Co L has mrJvc',-l into "'ositi"n hehind: Co M. ~ 
; ;11010H-Ro"'1Clrt receivod th..,t th8re W~~~II more fixe:'!. wing 

; ~.;rn~~able. . . G\tS~\1~~~~\f ~II::JII 
. ,-~~~ . . . 
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310730H-Co M reports assault elements inside first treeline of obj
in heavy contact with well dug in NVA. Attack continuing utilizing
maximum supporting arms fire. Whiting for for to lift to direct
fixed wing support. LVTH-6's now moving down Cua Vict river to Co
M's position to lend direct fire support.
310750H-Bn CP receiving 15 more rounds 1.30mm artillery at YD 307681.
Direction 6000 mils.
310830H-Co M moving forward slowly against heavy resistance. Enemy
has 50 cal. MG and mortars. Co M is employing 81mm mortars,
artillery, NGF, and awaits CAS and LVTH-6'S.
310845H-LVTH-61s have arrived at Co M's position.
310900H-Co M is meeting heavy resistance reporting 50 cal MG's in
4 bunkers which must be knooked out prior to advance. Co M still

reports incoming artillery rounds from a direction of 6050 mils.
Enemy is employing RR from obj area.
310915H-Co I is moving out by LVT's to support Co M in the attack.
2nd Plt Co M taking heavy casualties. Co M receiving 50 rounds
130mm artillery, and recoiless rifle fire.

311005H-Co I now taking incoming artillery fire. Direction 5800 mils
311040H-At YD 287672 Co M is still held un due to SAF and incomin
artillery. Co I is moving un on west flank. Supporting fires
taking heavy toll on enemy.
311200H-Fixed wing has yet to arrive on station. Co M is advised
that CAS is doubtful and to proceed without it.

311207H-Co I is moving up behind smoke screen.

311215H-CoI and Co M are prepared to mark lines for air strike.
311235H-Co M and Co I at YD 287672 continue to maint: in contact with
the enemy and are pressing the attack using smoke and whiskey papa.
as 2 screen.
311250H-Co I reports negative observation of bridge on west side of
obj.
311425H-Co I given warning order to be ready to move.
311430H-Co M and Co I in close contact with enemy in fortified
positions at YD 287672. Co L will be moved to support the attack
if required. Very little progress being made at this time.

311515H-AO and fixed wing are on the way. Co M dropping back for
air strike.
311545H-Co M (YD 287672) with Co I on their left flank continuing
to attack with little progress. More CAS is on the way. Co M
estimates 40 casualties up to this time.
311555H-Air strike in progress. Requesting flare ship and relief.
311600H-Co L moving out on order to position behind Co I and Co M.
after pulling back for air strike Co I and Co M returned to the
attack. Air strike was largely ineffective due to haze and many
duds.
311700H-Co I and Co M have moved into hamlet making better progres
31175OH-Co L has moved into position behind Co M.

311810H-Renort received that there more fixer wing
evailable.
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31 1 90I'lH-Co L r::Jovinp: iPb."tI_(~e ~f.C~' I Ali"! Cel M. llttMking units 
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IPrlkinf,'het tor -~gre8S ~ , ' 
311 9y)~,{.-II'·GA.ckin'i units no'" well into O\i 3. 
3120,:50H~C0 I ro-:-'0rts thr>.t its ;Lnl1.1. elements Axe thr')ugh the obj. 

~312130H-:\t this timoObj 3 is Ao% sccured. Co I <">nit CQ M f'.nd 
...----c0 L 1111 occunyin;:7 uf)sitbns "l~thin.the hp.mlet. 8nioor firo 

. ,~ntinues hut 0rr>:"1.nizcrl rosistnncG h2.S cCFl.ser'~. 

31235I)H-Fle.ro shiplrJ(".ving 0bjn.rea.J.ll units sot int("l night 
. defensive Tl')sitiorts • 
. ~1 ('\()('I5H-Cor, at 'fT) 287670 recci vcn_, 3 rnunrls 82mm morkrs fr"lm YD 

rJ) 271668 reSul i;;i!lf~ in'L1 USMC "'TIA' s._ 
01 ()5.1()H-CP ,q-r.'Un rGcoivc"l 11.0 r0Ul1(ls inc..,qti~ 02mm m0rtar nn<t 
flrlillery fi T"l., C,,:,untor .bp._ttery fire being directed c,r'?;,!.inst sus­
pcctoi enemy n.rtillOrypositions. 
01()750R-Co Ir:t;. YD 286676 hp.r'1. mc'\n trip b60by tmp while m1wing' 
thrClugh hOr1ge row'rosul tinp: in 1 USMC WI/- ~1edevnc. 

·01 mOOH-Co M and Co I n'lw m-wing Jut to c')nduct detA.ilerl se~rch of 
aref', !".ncl sweep thr-mgh rest afobj. 
010835H-Co Ie at YD 2G5687 while checking area of last nig'ht' $' 

ambush found 1 NVll. KIll., 2 rifles, 1 O.'i!1iti ":'M.l TV1')1 of blood n.nd 
Var1.0US CQui -pment., .. 
010856H-Co I Mpturet't 1 NVl\ ''lI\.Inithl.intcrrogation revol11s 
NVA is a carr-smrm ~lith '3rdCn, .. 3rd. Bn, 8C3;rn. NY}'. Regt'Uld that the 
Bn: CP was loce.tod '1t this1~oint. 
0113l0H-C') I whil ec!')rl''1.uctinf' s~.,eep Mr1 rletailei search of obj . found 
17 't-TV1. KIA, large c.m-'unts of enem,YW0.<'!.p"ns, rBdios 'f'.nrl equipment 
inclut'ting .t.. Husainn 30 CP.I light tm. 
011415H-Co ~ nnft Co L receiving hcp.vy ~.rtil*cry firc from a 
northerJ~ ti:i,~cctil)n. " , 
O~15boH-Co K rocci virir;'t\, r'-'unc1s 60mrn m!')rt.<tr fire. 

~ h11510H-CoM ropDrts, while f'.ttackinp; Ohj ;, sustn.:ining 9 USMC Ja!~'s, 
n.n~ 37 1,·.lIA'S. ". . ' 
011530H-CoL.nt YO 205hQ8 received 6 munds 82mm mnrt~r fire 

" resulting in 2 nSMC 1'IIAts~' . 
01154(1H-C():M nt YD 287675' comnlot,od S)N'OOp f:inr11ng wC"'..T)t)ns, RFC 
rounrts nnri r:t 12.7mm Ml:. Co L r01-1nrts finiing pn0thor NVA TO\l1 and. 

, 2 'HIT:;.' 'KIA's. 
011715H--Co L,C", L I\n"'. C'o M cnn~uct8(1. a ~Gt~.ibA. s'Jr'rch of Obj 3 
finll.inll,' fnrtificnti'-'ns r:ri0nt'~to~. f">r nni1:tt"ck fr!')m n0rth nr cr.st • 

. Enemy' srlofons0 l·ms cr'lmplote with n. c"r.i!lll1.tiicn.tir"ln' s system of carom 
'Wire c0hnoct'ingo hunkers. /, t0t"'1 'If tr4 ~:rvA KIA's, 2' POW's, Weaprms, 
c.nrl r.gsorter1 gO[1.r wa.s ca-ptured. . , . 
012030H .. r;:"siti0n rClc-,rts; Co L (y:q 207()71), Co I (YD 285672), 
Cn'M (YD 302681), CO K rnt)V01. fr,:Jm its l')nsiti(~ri f~t il_usk to (YD 208687) 

.. hecp-usc of intelligenco report inrlicn.tinr'; TlDssiblc nttc.ck in n.rco;. 
~O~0352H-Co K receiving Brmr"lX 70-10,0 rrJunrls incnminrs morto.rs Bnd 

I 0 p.rtillory • 

. " '~" 
,-'o '. ". I .)-~ 

. .-.~~~~.~ ... " 

.-... ~ .... 

DECLASSIFIED 

'. 

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED

311900H-Co L moving in trace of Co I and Co M. Attacking units

making better magress.

311930H wt tacking units now well into Ohj 3.

312050H-Cn I reports that its lend elements are through the obj.
312130H- At this time Obj 3 is 80% secured. Co I and Co M and
Co L all occupying positions within the hamlet. Sniper fire
ontinues but organized resistance has ceased.
312355H-Flaro ship leaving obj area. All units set into night
defensive positions.
010005H-Co L at YD 287670 received 3 rounds 82mm morters from YD

9 271668 resulting in 4 USMC WIA's.
010510H-CP groun received 40 rounds incoming 02mm mortar and
artillery fire. Counter battery fire being directed against sus-

pocted enemy artillery positions.
01075 OH-Co I at YD 286676 hed man trip booby trap while moving
through hedge row resulting in 1 USMC WIN Medevac.

010300H-Co M and Co I now moving but to conduct detailed search of
area and sweep through rest of obj.
010835H-Co K at YD 285687 while checking area of last night's
ambush found 1 NVA KIA, 2 rifles, 1 additional pool of blood and
various equipment.
010856H-Co I captured 1 NVA WIA. Initial interrogation reveals
NVA is a corpsman with 3rd Co, 3rd Bn, 803rd NVA Regt and that the
Bn CP was located at this point.
01131OH-Co I while conducting sweep and detailed search of obj found
17 NVA KIA, large amounts of enemy weapons, radios and equipment
including 1 Russian 30 cel light MG.
011415H-Co M and Co L receiving heavy artillery fire from a
norther] direction.
011500H-Co K receiving 4 rounds 60mm mortar fire.
01151CH-Co M reports, while attacking Ohj 3, sustaining 9 USMC KIA's,

Air and 37 WIA's.
011530H-Co L at YD 285688 received 6 rounds 82mm mortar fire
resulting in 2 USMC WIA's.

01154OH-Co M at YD 287675 completed sweep finding weapons, RPG
rounds and 2 12.7mm MG. Co L reports finding another NVA TOW and
2 NVA KIA's.

011715H-Co L, Co I. and Co M conducted a detailor search of Obj 3
finding fortifications orientated for an attack from north or cost.

Enemy's defense was complete with a commurication's system of comm
wire connecting bunkers. total of 44 NVA KIA's, 2 POW's, weapons,
and assorted gear was captured.
012030H-Position remorts: Co L (YD 287671), Co I (YD 235672),
Co M (YD 302681), Co X moved from its position at dusk to (YD 208687)
because of intelligence report indicating possible attack in area.
020352H-Co K receiving approx 70-100 rounds incoming mortars and

10 artillery.

DECLASSIFIEM

DECLASSIFIED



. ".,," ,t ;.,.:.\ 

DECLASSIFIED 

• J,. 
--, 

~n fi\~~~~~~\ID r-':~" ." .. ~~~_ --~-' ~'" .~~. ::~"] > 

®w'\!D\!:'U\l~ l' -'. , .. " " '. ~ , 
l..-._ .. _,._ .. ~~",~ .. _.,._._ .~_ " .' 

02r355H-PGF to give illumiMdion for Co K 
02r403H-i~11 comppnies nirecter1 to 1.:10 on 10c% P.lert. Be ready to 
move in sunnort of Co K. 
02(lL1,1 011-1 stAmTr'-w Iln 1'!1vised that Co K is under heavy ground attack 
Fll1reship 'is requested to Sl.1pport Co K. 
02QI[12H-Tanksdiredeo. to be ready to move. Co M advised to be 
rendy to move • 

....92-Q42,O':hl-C,Q=~_.:,.tQc_Sen0 -,1-p1-a;tQG1kwith __ twk,~ to aid CoK. 
020425H-Co K directed to consider rillY routes for pOMible enemy' 

iI' 

vdthdrawal. Routes CBn be covered by artillery. l 

020435H-Flarc ship on station. 
020445H-Enemy troops in front of Co K CF loc~tion and are milling 
a.round. 81 mm mortars firing at olJserved troop movement. , 
(120540H-Tanks ,1.clvised to use mine sweeT' team and move Clut with 1 
Dlatoon frf"lrr\ Co H to support Co K. Co K rtirecting 81 mm m0rtars, 
10'7mm mort8rs, p>rtillery, and "TGF vlith repelltcd fire fiJr effects. 
Tan1r s will chock for D(')ssible ambush. 
020620H-po N advisi'ld to ha:'e rest of CQf:1"MY r02dy tl") move·:mt. 
020630H-Co K cf"Intinues to receive enomy firo an~ what ap~vars to 
be a secl")ni'l. A.ssault. Enemy m;:de first R8saul t on position tha.t Co 
wpos in bcf.,rc 'm0ving eftcr.:' nark. en K continues to call in 
SUTlPort Ani has received tAnks an,"!. Co M's nlatoon in surnort. 
020745H-Enumy attack soems t., have boen repulsed. Sniper fire 
,cont,innes 'fr()m the nirc:ctioh "f tho attack. Tanks an"! Co K contini 
t') rlirect fir0 IJn avenues of enemy ,dthrtrp,wal. ;\n 11.0 has been 
requ8stml f·')r ohj !i,ro"-,,. 
n2081 (lH-CP gr0uP at YD Y'7(,02 recei VGrt 16 rrlll11ds of artillery fr0'n. 
a nnrthorly rlirecti"n. Calling in cl"'untor bpttery fire. 
020S15H-Co Ie rcceivin~ large Rmounts of m0rtar firo from \"ithin 
hAmlet ()f Lam Xuan. Alsn', rocci vin,.,:< automp.tic weapnns fire. 
1)irectin,~ nrtillery ~m,'l 1'TI1~ rm ffi'irtar 'P(')siti"ns at this time. 
020900H-C0 K ::md Co H recoiving mnrtar fire and nutorn::ttic wcap!ns 
fire fr0ITl west side 0f river and Mi.1.i Xo. Thi. L--'lrge numbers of 1"V 
an;'Jear tQ be m0ving 'mt 0f h"~mlet to the nSlrth. Directing mf'..xim1:" 
use of sun~orting fires p.~ainst enomy. 
020930H-M0rtar fire continues to be (I irected against CI) M. Morta.1. 
bolieven t8 he 82mm from a Qirection of 6100 mils. 00 M with t!"n~ 

arc 'cressing the attr-:,Dk. 
0210rOH-Enemy 82mm m0rtar firo c')ntinues from nSlrth. Bcolieve it f 

be coming fr0!)l Nhi HCl, (Yn 277(1 r:;rid squp>re). Co M continuing to 
make gO''irl pr('}!!,ross ffi')vin",; in tho att8>ck. Hortp.r fire is contin0U! 
an" heavy. 
021(''50T{-Cn M qniJ. C') K ar'o mavin.'S' fo.t'W2.rd meeting I'lut()matic weapOh 
fire 11,l1rl tnking large numhers of 82m[') rounds. :r'rogress is slow-­
llsirl,g tpnks to 1\nnok out enemy in fortifier'l -rnsiti0ns. 

,:., .. 
....... .-... '''~ ,.' 
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020355H-NGF to give illumination for Co K
020403H-A11 companies directed to be on 100% alert. Be ready to
move in support of Co K.
020410H-1st AmTrac Bn advised that Co K is under heavy ground attack
Flareship is requested to support Co K.
020412H-Tanks directed to be ready to move. Co M advised to be

ready to move.

020420H-Co M to send 1 platoen with tanks to aid Co K.

020425H-Co K directed to consider any routes for possible enemy
withdrawal. Routes can be covered by artillery.
020435H-Flare ship on station.

020445H-Enemy troops in front of Co K CP location and are milling
around. 81mm mortars firing at observed troop movement.

020540H-Tanks advised to use mine sweep team and move out with 1

platoon from Co M to support Co K. Co K directing 81mm mortars,
107mm mortars, artillery, and NGF with repeated fire for effects.
Tanks will check for possible ambush.
020620H-Co M advised to have rest of company ready to move out.

020630H-Co K continues to receive enemy fire and what appears to
be a second assault. Enemy made first assault on position that Co

was in before `moving after dark. Co K continues to call in fi

support and has received tanks and Co M's platoon in support.

020745H-Enemy attack seems to have been repulsed. Sniper fire
continues from the direction of the attack. Tanks and Co K contini

to direct fire on avenues of enemy withdrawal. An AO has been

requested for obj area.

020810H-CP group at YD 307682 received 16 rounds of artillery from

a northerly direction. Calling in counter battery fire.

020815H-Cn K receiving large amounts of mortar fire from within

hamlet of Lam Xuan. Also, receiving automatic weapons fire.

Directing artillery and NGW on mortar positions at this time.

020900H-Co K and Co M receiving mortar fire and automatic weapons

fire from west side of river and Mai Xa Thi. Large numbers of NV

appear to be moving out of hemlet to the north. Directing maximum

use of supporting fires against enemy.

020930H-Mortar fire continues to be directed against Co M. Mortal

believed to be 82mm from a direction of 6100 mils. Co M with tent

are pressing the attack.
02100OH-Enemy 82mm mortar fire continues from north. Believe it t

be coming from Nhi Ha (YD) 2770 grid square). Co M continuing to

make good progress moving in the attack. Mortar fire is continous

and heavy.
02105CH-Co M and Co K are moving forward meeting automatic weapon

fire and taking large numbers of 82mm rounds. progress is slow--

using tanks to knock out enemy in fortified positions.
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021 0 M ~ndC() K c')nti~uG to maintllin pressure ~~·"enemy ... =' " ... : 

Dl'i:;ens0 3M Md cbsc in gren.",1e GXCM.!lge is occurring with the 
~nemy. . '.~ ..._. 
021250H-Co I nt YO 286614 recoJ. ved' a tota.l r::i.f17 rounds of 130mm 
F).r;;illeryfr"lm a rliroctil"in' ""fSfi00 mils. 
r\21255R::"Recn n 'fllt whilG maintaining rlo fens iVe' positi1ns nbservcd 
1 }Inri'. fl.t YD 292hB4 m"lving to the east trying t'oflee from obj area. 
0214/lSH-Co M anc'1, Co K c~ntinuc t" meetresistanco fr':'!m enemy, 
howGver, m"lst of hA.mlet p"reP. has bccm sccured. 1'11""'0 n'lllllbors of 
JlliTIl l:v;rli.e s I'1.nrl i:lmount s of bqtiinment 'ar_e, beirig f')und throughout the 
tl.l'ea. 
'021550H-Roquost was rnp"de to :lestr0y su1)mor,:J'orl tank becf'"use of 

" inFl.hility tn" rem'we' it fr0m b""mh, crl'tter. "J?orm1Ssio~vet'l. to 
~'==~~rlG~ft"F)y:~t'An1[-}i:rt'erTt-~iB'<-st'i .. tn;·iea.'·;· 

021600H-C" HAn"!. C., K ~,re still in' close c,,'ntl'1.ct. The enemy retnins 
a font hnle in the l.;",stern {),1.Re 0f the hn.mlot. 'tt".ck c'"Jntinues 
with CMututios ostimA.terl., at 135 NY:\. KIA ·8.n1. 7 PO'!I's plus tw') 60mm 
m;;ttnrs e81')tured. , 
021640H-FJ\C t8~.m r'l,trecton. :'t1Hueyt1 ~shi'P nardnstsnipcrs sh')")ting 
Fl,cr0SS ri vcr resul tin!? in 2 JNA JITA. 
021735H-C'l I rr)1Y)rts finrtinr-: 1 ~>IVA KIA whilo cr'lninctinr; son.rch !"If 
Obj 3 p,ren. 

_ 021 815H-AmTmc ;fhil.0_.Qn._:t:Q~JJ.'pJ:lly..:.,run.Sr.Q!!t.1 st l.mTrac En to OP 
10<?::'l.t~nrt40 1 hs pressure 1. obn""te:lminc ~'n:t~YD·"38·3b:i6-.-·· 
021 riZOR-Cf) N i',ncl. Co Ie :1,,"1,vised t" c"ntinu0S0f"' reh 'of nrc;") till dlll'k, 
then m·...,ve back to Obj 3 nrc", nnr'l !·hi XC!. Thi (east). 
(l221 nnH-Co M nIl1 CI') K re'00rt CIlSUi"..Itios r"lr dRY at 8 USMC KIA ani 39 
\11.'..' s with 1 ~.1 l1Vt. KP's. 

~3r815H-Intollig'c;nc'0 rc")')rt, inrlicp..tes '}TVA will attempt large scale 
r { mnVO'Ilent in this p"rr'm. . 

('30 936H-Co L'recoiving '3 rnun1s incoming artillery. 
031405H-Tank #Q02142 that was submorged at 'YD 2B8687 was destroyed. 
031440H-Co I 'while 0bsorving brirt;:se an". wostside 0f river fr·")m 
Obj 3 sa.", !Wj~ mnving in hr;,mlot. CI'1.11erl in artillery an'"! fired 3.5 
r"lc k~t ro sul t ing in 1 ~JV,\ KIA~ , 
o;1830H-Co 'r rGTlr:lrts sr,..,rar1ic' sni]lor.fire fr0m, west side 0f river 
n.t Y.1) 2,gA(:;10. 

~;1850H-Cr) L recei vi,ng inCI"lf11lll'G m"lrt,r-:,rs fr"lm unknown direction. 
( ~, o/!n655H-Co I'1n1 Co K bcn:pn t.:-J. m"ve"n the p"ttnck at YD 205689 and 

mcetin.Q'n!') ·resistance. Obj is scoured and n':'!w cnntlucting d.etailed 
'search nf.l1:roa. ,,' ,', " 
r141215H-Co L nt YD 27867(1, receivei 3 r"unis 82mm mortnr fire 
resul ting in, 3 1rJIA USNC. ' 
041A/~('% .. C(1 L recGivei 3 rrmt0,s 82mm resultinrr in t USMC KIA. 
0414,A}:)H-Btry IIClI reT'''rts inc"minR r'Jckelts:'!n their TJ!)sition (YD 
3""·36:)6) re.§1lUing_in 1~".m~;1:':8c'1 truQU.6 X 6) Ilnrl 2 USMC WIA non-

·~{;Vaos. --
'\ 
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021245H-Co M and Co K continue to maintain pressure on enemy.
Intense SAF and close in grenade exchange is occurring with the
enemy.
021250H-Co I at YD 286674 received a total of 17 rounds of 130mm
artillery from a direction of 5600 mils.
021255A-Recon plt while maintaining defensive positions observed
1 MVA at YD 292684 moving to the east trying to flee from obj area.
021445H-Co M and Co K continue tn meet resistance from enemy,
however, most of hamlet area has been secured. Large numbers of
NVA bodies and amounts of equipment are being found throughout the
area.
021550H-Request was made to destroy submerized tank because of
inability tn remove it from bomb crater. Permission received to
destroy tank after it is stripped.
02160CH-Cn M and On K are still in close contact. The enemy retains
a foot hole in the western edge of the hemlet. attack continues
with casurities estimated at 135 NVA KIA and 7 POW's plus two 60mm
mortars captured.
021640H-FAC team directed "Huey" gunship against snipers shooting
across river resulting in 2 NVA KIA.

021735H-C^ I reports finding 1 NVA KIA while conducting search of
Obj 3 area.
021815H-AmTrac while on resupply run from 1st AmTrac Bn to CP
location hit 40 lbs pressure detonated mine at YD 303686
021820H-Cn M and Co K advised to continue search of area till dark,
then move back to Obj 3 area and Mai Xa Thi (east).
022100H-Co M and Co K report casualties for day at 8 USMC KIA and 39
WIA's with 141 MVA KIA's.

030815H-Intelligence report indicates NVA will attempt large scale
11 movement in this area.

030936H-Co L receiving 13 rounds incoming artillery.
031405H-Tank #202142 that was submerged at YD 288687 was destroyed.
03144OH-Co I while observing bridge and west side of river from
Obj 3 saw NVA moving in hamlet. Called in artillery and fired 3.5
rocket resulting in 1 NVA KIA.

031830H-Co I reports sporadic sniper fire from west side of river
at YD 284670.
031850H-Cn L receiving incoming mortars from unknown direction.
040655H-Co I and Co K began to move on the attack at YD 285689 and
meeting no resistance. Obj is socured and now conducting detailed
search of area.

041215H-Co L at YD 278670 received 3 rounds 82mm mortar fire
resulting in 3 WIA USMC.
04144OH-Co L received 3 rounds 82mm resulting in 1 USMC KIA.
041445H-Btry "C" reports incoming rockets on their position (YD
343686) resulting in 1 damaged truck (6 X 6) and 2 USMC WIA non-
medevaos.

ENCIOSURE (3)
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60mm mnrtn,"I'"'i'i"ro-;""'-3p-cYtt'trd- 'p'o~si bl e 
~"rt8,r Tnsiti()n ,'o.net ;';re cnl1inr; in counter mortar fire. 

I} ('\5r9~5H-C'l L receivinp; f, rnun"1 s i~2mm mnrtar fire frl)m YD 282(;69. 
051530H-Co I "Jhile sOP.reh p.roA. r-tt YD 276698 enme unrl.er intense 
sni-'-,er firo'1,nri inc,-,ming 6nmm m()rtar fire. tunTrn.cs with Co I 
receivi8ti HJ!G r0unds. C0 I is ,respon'linr: with artillery B,nd NGF 
missions. 

,-----" I l£ 060855H-C0 I iit Obj 3 SR.W 3 JJVA ['t first U,";-ht :cn~l '1T'ener1, fire 
\ re8111 tinp: in 1 INA "{B. 

06120,0H-Co L spotte". mtwement FlCr()SS river R,nd firert em [1,p1)r"ximlC.tel~ 
5-10 }1V~. m0ving fr0m bunker tn hunker resulting in 2 Jl'lVll KIA. 
0707ClOH-C.,ntinuiIig to 1)nmbf'.rd 801'88. WGst ()f Ob,j ,) with NGF [l.nrJ 
n.rtillory fire. TPQ-10 cnncentrr-ttinns als:"' being c0ntiucto'l in this 

/ ~ -080 230H-T?0.-10 be~ng rlrnpped. 
0G0930H-T?Q-10 bOlng nropped. 

~31 "55QH-AmTl'rc hit pressure n.otonnted miM.....2U_5iL.l.hs_u:LYJL31..6600. 
l~mTrac burst intn flr,me anri \'IA.S comrletely destroyerl. 
081435H-Cn L iit YD 286672 'received 2 inc1ing 82mm mnrtgr roundsi 
1 ".irect hit nn bunker resulting in 3 USMC vlI1\' s. 
081Q45H-TPQ.-10 dr0pl":8'1. 
081935H-T?Q-10 ir~ppen. 
on2225 H-T~)Q-lO ~.r()pned. 

0G2?30H-TPQ-10 Qr0p~ed. 
I r09(122(",I1-Tr~ 1 (I r1.rop~erl. 

(iqr.32hH-T?'~.-1 (I rlr'1pnorl. 
i191 f'30H-Co I saw 1 ?V}" at 'YD 2;J~,67f' rn~l, fired 30 rounrls M-16 
resul ting in 1 INri rITA. 
(\q1 Z1Si1-Co L A.t Obj 3 receiving Il r::-un'3.s !'l.rtillory from a iirection 
,..,f 62(,0 mils an'1. 10 r(')unds 02mm m,rtpI firc. 
09125 i1 H-Co L at Obj 3 roceiving 7 r~unds 6r.rnm m0rt~r fire fr0 m 

',-"" YD 200670. 
091640H-T?Q-10 rll'npneri. 
n91h57H-T?Q-I~ drnpned. 
09172"(YH-TI'Q-10 rlrf'l'!:'lT'en.. 
091745H-TP0-10 ~ropped. 
('91 935 H-TT' 0:-1 n ri.r·')T)ned.. 

1q;~~('070(lB-nA3'"Y;{-7 T'PQ,:"1("s wero r'lrn'j.'TOn.. Nnrmp.l 0,ay ::tctivities are 
heing c"nn.ucteA. to the n"rth n.nrl n"'rthoast thrnughout the r1ny. 
B""'mbarrlmcmt ....,f I'i.rea wast 0f Obj 3 will cnntinue thr"'lugh0ut the day_ 

--r1 0(101 H-112400H-Cnnducted n0rmal security "cti vi ties Flllrl rUrected 
," NGF [Cnrl artillery "'f'1''',inst nrea west of Qbj 3. 
d 0 ----120001 H-1 22t1/'nH-C"'Inr1.ucte"l. n "'IE1Rl sGcuri ty activities, a,nd c1irectC"l 

NGF AJlr'. rtrtillery fl{!'r..inst".ro.<1. west 0f Ob,j ~~ 

~~~\\,~~~~~ , 
'/ ~ .. ~ 

·.t~ r. 
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041715H-Cn I received 1/ rounds 60mm mortar fire. Spotted possible
mortar position and are calling in counter mortar fire.

13 050945H-Cn L receiving 6 rounds 82mm mortar fire from YD 282669.
051530H-Co I while search area at YD 276698 came under intense
snimer fire and incoming 60mm mortar fire. AmTracs with Co I
receivied RPG rounds. Co I is responding with artillery and NGF
missions.
060855H-Cn I at Obj 3 saw 3 NVA at first light and opened fire

14 resulting in 1 JIVA KIA.
061200H-Co L spotted movement across river and fired on approximately
5-10 NVA moving from bunker tn bunker resulting in 2 NVA KIA.

070700H-Continuing to bombard area west of Obj 3 with NGF and

artillery fire. TPQ-10 concentrations also being conducted in this
area.
080230H-TPO-10 being dropped.

16 080930H-TPQ-10 being dropped.
08135CH-AmTrac hit pressure detonated mine of 150 lbs at YD 316688.
AmTrac burst into flame and was completely destroyed.
081435H-Cn L at YD 286672 received 2 incoing 82mm mortar rounds;
1 direct hit on bunker resulting in 3 USMC WIA's.
031345H-TPQ-10 dropred.
031935H-TPQ-10 dropped.
082225H-TPQ-10 dropped.
032230H-TPQ-10 dropped.

F/ 09022^H-TTQ-10 dropped.
090320H-TPQ-10 dropped.
091030H-Co I saw 1 NVA at YD 284670 and fired 30 rounds M-16

resulting in 1 NVA KIA.
n91215H-Co L at Obj 3 receiving 4 rounds artillery from a direction
of 6200 mils and 10 rounds 82mm morter fire.

09125OH-Cn L at Obj 3 receiving 7 rounds 60mm mortar fire from
YD 280670.
091640H-TFQ-10 dropped.

n91657H-TFQ-10 dropped.
n91720H-TFQ-10 dropped.
091745H-TPQ-10 dropped.
C91935H-TFQ-10 dropped.
10700H-0830H-7 TPQ-10's were dropred. Normal day activities are$
being conducted to the north and northeast throughout the day.
Bombardment of area west of Obj 3 will continue throughout the day.
110001H-112400H-Conducted normal security activities and directed
NGF and artillery against area west of Obj 3.

120001H-122400H-Conducted normal security activities, and directed
20 NGF and artillery against area west of Obj 3

DECLASSIFIED ENCLOSURE (3)

DECLASSIFIED



) 

~ • '" 
;;. 

" 

DECLASSIFIED 

J 

"2-1 131 'l10H-Cn Ifiren 6()mm m0rt~rs, rm1 .. 1 n6mm ·r''.lU'lrls :in area west 'c>f 

OhJ, 3 cp-using 1 },1V,l to fleGfr'"'mstructure~ Ifill, wes taken unr1er 
fire rqsulting i.n 1. NiT:A KIA. '. . 

);4::: --'4·12[)5H~C0 I and. Co. K ,:n,1 Co L toli1., bricstr'ly· posi tiona a.t Obj ~ 
I'tnfl prePllre to rnc"IVc '('In or"tor •. 

. 141430H:"C0'r ta~ing ~np0ming mortars nne'! 8.rtillery from rl.irecti::-n 
5900. mils. .. . , .' ....... .' , 
141445H-Btii'lge 1;<: be ftostrnyod:at YD .284672. 
141.515H-CnI fire" 5 l''1un1::;.1n6mm RR·at bridg~:knf)ck~ng out 0-10 

. fOQt, section.. ..' . .,' . > '... • 

: 141630H-Cn K mnving frnm ",resent n('si.:tbn·tn gri . .snuth ')f the Cue 
_ Viet River by A.mTrM. . . . ' . 

" -~50H-Co I 'nnw inl"lYlpg :.o:ut~iI1JrA.Ce .. 0J' .. Co K.· Co L wiU.-LOlJ.,9'W·. 
'. . ·.141720H-CO·-t"':-iS'i;';;jc1ni n'Ppr·~xim8.tely 2, rl"lun~;-;r~~·ar-Ellcry •. 

14180 0H-Cn .}~ M'1, C0~l- :,rith Btry"'tI" remain s.t YJ) :304680. Co K, 
CoL, Co I, A.nrt,i:::P,are."~ow at 1st lunTrac'.sCP,preparing to 
c(mt.inue .s0uth ,.£nr $w:ee~. . 
1421(1(\H-Cn t, .Co K, Cn. I,"l.·~1 bP.:~ow setiiJlP',in npw night defensive 
pnsitirms at YD 34565t1,. .,. 
142235H-Co M nt YD Y '368n receiving 5-8 rl"lunds incolling p.rtillery. 

~q...10 nowbeingil.~~Tl."erl.· . """ . . 
) '3 150925H .... / .. O renorts ho:'1.vy fl',rtifioations at,yn· 344634 rut" YD 336631},. 

15125'''H-Tnnk M.W -in .."my fr'1m Blue Bee.ch to cr 110sitil"ln. 
15164r.H-Reco:ri '1'1 t rep,,'rts fin~.in.,,:fi'7;hting h:")le s [1.nr1. bunkers P.t 
YD'33565f) AId' Yl> }1264n• ' .. 
152345H-~,Q-1n being, droP"De.d.: 

Jr .-----16(\~3rH-Co I' renClrts re~l.~y .tn move ",ut • 
. '. ,_ ,16r'ibO('lH- Co L reuort s rOl:v1y; to m'WQ out. , 

.• ", ~~o L an 1. Gf')(1i.§!!:t2\!n:t.ineJ..m;,?s';.-h..::::.."V~elJ:.~£n at at t~ 
. 'Pos~tJ.on Y1) 352620). AmTrMS return . to CP '. . 

~·6f\'7·'f11='Co ani Co I sweep~.:I.e Xuyen (YD 34463;1.) meeting n.o 
enemy tesistlU1cO. .' . 
1608()('IH-Or-l~rG~. to move out' M'l.sweep e.roq. of. YD 356625. 
16(\925H~CP nnW loMtel at YO 3496)0. Receivot1.Co K's position 
rei)l"Irt (iD 346621 ). .'. . . . ..' .. ' 
1(,1015H-Co K is nnw~cr~ss river nt YD 344622. 
161135H-All units mrwing well with"nnc()ntn.ct. NY!. believed to . 
hlwe rnnver1 (r()mthe 1'1,1'011 2 r'l.:ws [-li;oo 

161 1 45H-Cn ·K's l)ositbn: YD33561fl. 
1f114(1(1H-Co K is mnviI¥\' tn n"lrth sirle"lf :river. 
,1614°5H-Co L at YD 3:?7639 is receiving SAF from hamlet e..t YD 
325637' (V:l~ JJ~<i). . 
1614.20H-Cn L is s'till t11.king S!\,F fr"lll unknown 8i ze unit. Fire 
fight stllrtooi with sm:".ll ::trms snbor fire nni hns rl,evelopedinto 
intense sm!""ll arms !1n'~ autnml'i.tic we~m0ns fire. Tanks are moving 
un to sunn0rt C') L at YD 326637. SUDp"rting arms nre beillf! 

f~;,t, . 
.. '··-'-:ireote~ 8gninst the enemy. . 

~ -. -. ., 
-j< , 

p '-:/",;~::~ .. ~j~ .. ...:--- .,~ . 
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131510H-Cn I fired 60mm morters and 106mm rounds in area west of2
obj 3 causing 1 NVA to flee from structure. NVA W2S taken under
fire resulting in 1. NVA KIA.

22 141205H-Co I and Co K and Co L told to destroy positions at Obj 3
and prepare to move on order.
141430H-Co I taking incoming mortars and artillery from direction
5900 mils.

141445H-Bridge to be destroyed at YD 284672.
141515H-Co I fired 5 rounds 106mm RR at bridge knocking out 8-10
foot section.
141630H-Co K moving from present position to go south of the Cua
Viet River by AmTrac.
141650H-Co I now moving out in trace of Co K. Co L will follow.
141720H-Co L is taking approximately 2. rounds of artillery.
1418COH-Co M and, Co N with Btry "Will remain at YD 304680. Co K,
Co L, Co I, and CP are now at 1st AmTrac's CP preparing to
continue south for sween.
142100H-Co L, Co K, Co I, and CP now setting in new night defensive
positions at YD 345654.
142235H-Co M at YD 303680 receiving 5-8 rounds incoming artillery.
TPO-10 now being dropped.

23 150925H-AO reports heavy fortifications at YD 344634 and YD 336634.
15125CH-Tank now on way from Blue Beech to CP position.
151640H-Recon plt reports finding fighting holes and bunkers at
YD 335650 and YD 342640.
152345H-TPQ-1 being dropped.
16053CH-Co I reports ready to move out.
160600H-Co L reports ready to move out.
160650H-Co L and Co I dismounting tracs- ve arrived at attack
position (YD 352628). AmTracs returning to CP.
16A73CH-CO L and Co I sweeping Le Xuyen (YD 344634) meeting n.o

enemy resistance.
160800H-Orieroi to move out and sweep area of YD 356625.
160925H-CP now located at YD 349630. Received Co K's position
report (YD 346621).
161015H-Co K is now across river at YD 344622.
161135H-A11 units moving well with no contact. NVA believed to
have moved from the area 2 days ago.
161145H-Co K's position: YD 335618.
161400H-Co K is moving tn north side of river.
161405H-Co L at YD 327639 is receiving SAF from hamlet at YD
325637 (Vinh Lai).
161420H-Co L is still taking SAF from unknown size unit. Fire
fight started with smell arms sniper fire and has developed into
intense small arms an automatic weapons fire. Tanks are moving
up to support Co L at YD 326637. Supporting arms are being
directed against the enemy.
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161530~Ne,.. or locP.tinn at YO 333621. 
161545H-C0 I ani 2 tnnks p..ro in blocking D'1siti:ln at Tn 323634. 
AO nn str:.tirln is 1irectin;::; first nil' strike. 
16160(lH-!~O while rlirecting fixe e

'_ wing strike on obj at Tn 326635 
claimed 1 mTf, KIA R.n'1 1 lR.rge secrmdary explosion. 
16161rH-AO is cnlling in Flrtil1ery on obj. 
161625H-rlRt~~n from Co K moving up to left flnnk ('If Co L. Co L 
nressing the I1ttf'l.ck frl"lffi n"rtheast to s:'luthwest. 
161650 H-Fl8.re shil) requested. 
1 fi1 715H-llir strike in progress. Fixed wing reaei ving heavy 
Imt0mr:.tic fire rm bomb runs. 
161l25H-Co L qn'1. tB'1ks hn.vo penetratell into 0bj area. Continv.in:~ 
tn press the at.tack with A. rc'llling C0ver effect by sU'!:r,ortin,t arms. 
1h1925H-I1lumimttinn stA.rto.1 in 0rr'lcr tf) c~ntinue the ntb.ok. 

·1 h1945H-Cr group sn()ttci 10-1 2 VC/J:Wj~ fleeing ohj p.ttempting to 
Cl'nss river about 75-100 meters from or 1()cati0n. CP gr0u~ 
f)T'onen fire f)n (memy resulting in 7 NVt:c Kll~,".n:'l 1 POW. 
j 6221 OH-Cn 1 is still r;rf)cee"tinp: thr"uah hamlet 8.rea meeting 
resistnnce. 

-;Y-17042oH-Cr) I n.nn. Co L r s lines now tied t'lgether f'lr th8 remainder 
,Lr.., of the night. 

170820H-Co K ffi'1vin(" to attack hE'.ml ot's E'.t YD 314630 enrl YD 316634. 
17110ilH-C'1 K nt YD ')17632 while rec0!'lning ohj at YIl 316634 made 
cnntp.ct with 3 VC in .!>. house rosul ting in 3 VC KIA. 
1712f'('H-CP not-l Ince.tert at Tn 322641. 
1 71 3n0H-Co I Mel Co L report aftor cnn,'tuct ing rlctailci search of 
obj arcn. n.t YD 325636 finding 30 NY!. KIA. 
171 J100H-C" K 8t YD 316633 onc;"'untere~ 0. smnl1 delaying fore,e left 
behind ,.hile 20-30 VC fled. to fl0rth. Attack by Co K killed. 3 Ye, 
f0unrl 6 wellmns (3 f)f which 1vorc f~unri near the 3 VC killed. in a 
h0use rrevi'''usly mentioned.), 1 POW, nn:-1. muniticlfls. 
171520H·.Co K A.nrl Co I now moving to YD 3n7637. 

__ 171£3JlE[::..~~t ilin by !iJllTrncs. 
--==~315H-TPQ-10 he'ing rlrop';'e1 at YD 285609. > 

21.0 ...-------180255R,TrQ.-10ls heing 1r0n')et'J.. on Obj 3. 
, 180800H-C" I sweeping through hamlet YD 320646--no contaot. 

Everything apT'ee,rs n0rmal. 
H110nrH-Cn K nt Y1) 310654 reports flU is n0rmal. 
1 A12f10E- OP is 1lQJILEit _Y])~.jQ9r;5JJ,.waiti!4":. -:I; Q_pep~~kon 

~-t-()refi11'n to 1 st AmTr'1o En., . 
~::::.::::t3.1500HZ'l'iCtst--4PJtk:::lo;;~o.d. on LCM. CP group now mnving 'lut by LVT'so' 

181h(lI1H-,jp ,"lrrivGs at 1st /lmTrl':l.c ~ positi('lfl 

UT?", by, LeW s 
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1615 30H-New CP location at YD 333627.
161545H-Cn I and 2 tanks are in blocking moistion at YD 323634.
AO on station is directing first air strike.
161600H-AO while directing fixed wing strike on obj at YD 326635
claimed 1 NVA KIA and 1 large secondary explosion.
16161CH-AO is calling in artillery on obj.
51625H-Platoon from Co K moving up to left flank of Co L. Co L

pressing the attack from northeast to southwest.
16165^H-Flare ship requested.
161715H-Air strike in progress. Fixed wing receiving heavy
automatic fire on bomb runs.

161925H-C L an tanks have penetrated into obj area. Continuing
to press the attack with a rolling cover effect by supporting arms.
161925H-Illumination started in order to continue the attack.
161945H-CP group spotted 10-12 VC/NVA fleeing obj attempting to
cross river about 75-100 meters from CP location. CP group
orened fire on enemy resulting in 7 NVA KIA and 1 POW.
162210H-Co L is still proceeding through hamlet area meeting
resistance.
170420H-Cn I and Co L's lines now tied together for the remainder25 of the night.
170820H-Co K moving to attack hamlets at YD 314630 and YD 316634.
171100H-Cn K at YD 317632 while reconning obj at YD 316634 made
contact with 3 VC in a house resulting in 3 VC KIA.
171200H-CP now located at YD 322641.
171300H-Co I and Co L report after conducting detailed search of
obj area at YD 325636 finding 30 NVA KIA.
171400H-C^ K at YD 316633 enchuntered a small delaying force left
behind while 20-30 VC fled to north. Attack by Co K killed 3 VC,
found 6 weamons (3 of which were frund near the 3 VC killed in a
house previously mentioned), 1 POW, and munitions.
171520H-Co K and Co I now moving to YD 307637.
171630H-CP moving to new location by AmTracs.
172315H-TPQ-10 being dropped at YD 285689.

26
130255H-ThQ-10's being dropped on Obj 3.
180800H-Co I sweeping through hamlet YD 320646--no contact,
Everything appears normal.
181000H-Cn K at YD 310654 reports all is normal.
18120CH-CP is now at YD 309657 awaiting to be picked up by LCM's
to return to 1st AmTrec Bn.
131500HSI tank loaded on LCM. CP group now moving out by LVT's.
181600H-3F arrives at 1st AmTrac in position
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