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OBGAIgZATIONAL :J)A!A 

PERIOD COVERED 

4. Marc:h 1968 - 31 Ma;lCA 1968 
,,': 

AG UNIT DESIGNATION 

1.. Bat talion Landing Team. 3/1 

cOmpany I 
Company K 
CompaIl1' L 
Company M 

\'ifH&S Co (-) (Rein) 
~'-Jrd PIt (Rein), Co C, 1st Tank Bn 

Jrd PIt (Rein), Co A, 5th AT Bn 
1st PIt (Rein), Co A, ls~ HT Bn 
3rd Plt (Rein), Co A, 1st. Eng Bn 
4th Plt (Rein), Co B, 3r~ ~c Bn 

1st Plt (Rein), Co·D, 1st. Recon Bn 

. 1st PIt (Rein), Co A, lSt Ked an 

. bet, Co A, 1st SF Bn 
Det, Rq Bn, 1st Mar Di v 
Det, L5.U,: For Log Cmd 

20 Attached Units 

Btry C, 1st En, 11th Mar 
Btry W" 2nd Bn, llth Mar 

Eo STAFF OFFICERS 

10 

S-1 
- ,", :>' ," 

1:- ..... ',-, , ... ----. '-"". _. , .... '._ ~ 
1 

DECLASSIFIED 

LtCo1 K .. MCQUOWN 

capt. L.Ro KoRAN 
Capt v J "Eo REGAL 
Capt. EoS. HEMPEL 
Capt.. R.B 0 LEWIS 
Capt.. RoJ 0 FISHER 
Lt 0 R.EoPARRISH 

. Lt 0 DoL.. BROTtm 
Lt 0 T .B~N6GEL. 
Lt 0 CoJ. l"lALONEYJr 
Lto EoLo METZIGER 
04-08 Mar 68 

Lto D.D. BROYLES 
09-31 Mar 68 

SgI:.. D oM.. woo 
04-26 Mar 68 

. Lt ~ ,J 0 W·..COCf(llELL 
27-31 Mai-' 68 

Lt. MeR •. POMERANTZ 
Lt 0 RGJ. HEXUM 
Lt. RoW .. RIPP 
Lt .. AoM .. COWARD 

Capt. P .. A 0 MCLAUGHUN 
Capt 0 J .. To WINKLER 

Maj: WoNg THURMAN 
04-1.6 Mar 68 

Maj. J. V e KNAPP 
11-31 Mar 68 

Lt 0 SoE.. GRIFFIN 

. . ... , .. " . ...., 

DECLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED ORGANIZATIONAL DATAPART I

PERIOD COVERED

4 March 1968 - 31 March 1968

A. UNIT DESIGNATION

1. Battalion Landing Team 3/1 LtCol M. MCQUOWN

Company I Capt. L.R. MORAN
Company K Capt. J.E. REGAL
Company L Capt. E.S. HEMPEL
Company M Capt. R.B. LEWIS
H&S Co (-) (Rein) Capt. R.J. FISHER

3rd Plt (Rein), Co C, 1st Tank Bn Lt. R.E. PARRISH
3rd Plt (Rein), Co A, 5th AT Bn Lt. D.L. BROWN
1st Plt (Rein), Co A, 1st MT Bn Lt. T.B. VOGEL
3rd Plt (Rein), Co A, 1st Eng En Lt. C.J. MALONEY Jr
4th Plt (Rein), Co B, 3rd AmTrac Bn Lt. E.L. METZIGER

04-08 Mar 68
Lt. D.D. BROYLES
09-31 Mar 68

1st Plt (Rein), Co D, 1st Recon Bn Sgt. D.M. WOO
04-26 Mar 68

Lt: J.W. COCKRELL
27-31 Mar 68

1st Plt (Rein), Co A, 1st Med Bn Lt. M.R. POMERANTZ
Det, Co A, 1st SP Bn Lt. R.J. HEXUM
Det, Hq Bn, 1st Mar Div Lt. R.W. RIPP
Det, LSU For Log Cmd Lt. A.M. COWARD

2. Attached Units

Btry C, 1st Bn, 11th Mar Capt. P.A. MCLAUGHLIN
Btry W, 2nd Bn, 11th Mar Capt. J.T. WINKLER

B. STAFF OFFICERS

XO Maj. W.M. THURMAN
04-16 Mar 68

Maj. J.V. KNAPP
17-31 Mar 68

S-1 Lt. S.E. GRIFFIN

UNGLASSIFIED

1
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.. ~.!!J 
S-2 -----. 
S-,3 
S-4 
Embar~ition Officer 
Communications Offioor 
Air ~iison Officer 
Supply Officer 
Mot.or Transport Officer 
Chaplain . 
Medical Officer 

Co '. LOCATION 

DECLASSIFIED 

. ':. 

LtoR .. D .. mW~N,-.,_~ 
1-1aj ~ ToR 0 SHANNON 
Capt. 0'&0 NEWELL 
Lt. C.D. :EMBREY 
Capt .. RoG., SKINNER 
Capt. CoE .. FLEHING Jr 
Lt. PoGo MCCARTHY 
Lt. GoA.. LAUTZ 
Lt. AoA 0 GUE'1'TERMAN 
Lt. GoFo CAP.LC:WlAGNO 

... .1 , 

1. 04 Mar 68 - 0.51130H·Har68: Operation NAPOLEON~AUNE,see PART IV 0 

2. 0511,30H Mar 68 - 31 Mar 68: Operation LANCASTER II. 
(a) BLT 3/1 OP: Hill 91 {YO 038557) J 2000 meters NW of CamP Carroll 0 

(1) Co size bridge security position: YD 026562. 
(2) PIt size bridge security position: YO 042566. 

(b) Unit detachments 
(1) Co X: OPCON2/9j 051135HXar: 9S.,-..).115OOH Ifar.68. 
(2) Co M: OPCON 3/9, 0511.35H Mar &8: ~. 2'] 1800H Mar 680 
(3) . Co L: OPCON2/9, 11l500h Mar 68 - OPCON 3/9J 161500H Mar 68-

OPCON 9th Marines J 241700H Mar 68 -,31 Mar 68 0 

(4) Co I: OPCON 2/9, 231800H Mar 68 - 31 Mar 68. 
(5) Btry W: OPCONl2th Marine:s, direct. support 3rdMarines 04 

Mar 68- OPCON 1/12, direct support 4th Marines l60900H Mar 68-
31 Mar 68. . ,,' . . ',' 

(6) Btry C: OPCON 12th Marines, direct support3rd Marines, 04 
&r 68 - 31 Ear 68 .. 

. (7) Elements of the following units OPCON3rd Mannes, 04 Mar 68 
,31 Mar 68: 3rd PIt, Co C, 1st Tk Bnj 3rd PItj Co A, 5th AT Bn; 
4th Plt, Co B, 3rd AmTrac Bn. 

{e) Unit att.achments 
Co L, 3/9 (-): OPCON BLT 3/1, J10900H Mar 68 - 31 Mar 68. 

Do AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH 

Off:icer 

56 

-.'. ,., . -' ~~ 

Enlisted 

1462 

.... ' . "~:,.-, .... , " 

\'-~" "j .- -.' • 
, , 

, .~. -..' ,.-........ -

Officer Enlisted 

8 98 

2 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

Lt. R.D. TEMPLETONS-2
Maj. T.H. SHANNONS-3
Capt. D.E. NEWELLS-4

Embarkation Officer Lt. C.D. EMBREY
Communications Officer Capt. R.G. SKINNER
Air Liaison Officer Capt. C.E. FLEMING Jr
Supply Officer Lt. P.G. MCCARTHY
Motor Transport Officer Lt. G.A. LAUTZ
Chaplain Lt. A.A. GUETTERMAN
Medical Officer Lt. G.F. CARLOMAGNO

C. LOCATION

1. 04 Mar 68 - 051130H Mar 68: Operation NAPOLEON-SALINE, see PART IV.
2. 051130H Mar 68 - 31 Mar 68: Operation LANCASTER II.

(a) BLT 3/1 CP: Hill 91 (YD 038557), 2000 meters NW of Camp Carroll.
(1) Co size bridge security position: YD 026562.
(2) Plt size bridge security position: YD 042566.

(b) Unit detachments
(1) Co K: OPCON 2/9, 051135H Mar 68 - 11150OH Mar 68.

(2) Co M: OPCON 3/9, 051135H Mar 68 - 231800H Mar 68.

(3) Co L: OPCON 2/9, 111500th Mar 68 - OPCON 3/9, 161500H Mar 68-
OPCON 9th Marines, 241700H Mar 68 - 31 Mar 68.

(4) Co I: OPCON 2/9, 231800H Mar 68 - 31 Mar 68.

(5) Btry W: OPCON 12th Marines, direct support 3rd Marines 04
Mar 68 - OPCON 1/12, direct support 4th Marines 160900H Mar 68-
31 Mar 68.

(6) Btry C: OPCON 12th Marines, direct support 3rd Marines, 04
Mar 68 - 31 Mar 68.

(7) Elements of the following units OPCON 3rd Marines, 04 Mar 68
31 Mar 68: 3rd Plt, Co c, 1st Tk Bn; 3rd Plt, Co A, 5th AT Bn;
4th Plt, Co B, 3rd AmTrac Bn.

(c) Unit attachments
Co L, 3/9 (-): OPCON BLT 3/1, 310900H Mar 68 - 31 Mar 68.

D. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

USNUSMC

EnlistedEnlisted OfficerOfficer

146256 8 98
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

For the first li· days of the reported period, Battalion Landing Team 
3/1 was engaged in operation NAPOLEON-sALINE in Quang Tri Province, RVN 
Wlder the operational control of the Jrd Marine Regiment. This operation 
is covered in detail in PART IV (Combat After Action Re·port) 0 

At 051130H Mar 68 BLT 3/1 was placed under the operational control 
of the 4th Marine Regiment and 5witched operation areas with BLT 2/4. 
Since this change, BLT 3/1 has remained in-the Camp Carroll area in a de­
fensive posture vdth a mission of providing security for Camp Carroll and 
two key bridge locations along route #9. In general the situation has placed 
the BLT CP, provisional company and 2 rifle companies in positions just 
northwest of Camp Carroll along route 1J9. A Jrd company has been OPCON to 
2/9 at Cainp CarrolL The 4th company was OPCON to 3/9 at Ca Lu from 05-24 
Mar 68 and OPCON to the 9th Marine Regiment from 24-31 Mar 680 

BLT operations in the Camp Carroll area were conducted as part of 
operation LANCASTER II. Enemw contact consisted of a small number of en­
emw sniper rounds and several long range sightings of small numbers of 
enemy troops. The BLT was assigned an extensive area of operations. See 
PART IV (Operation Overlay). However, actual operations were confined to 

small area adjacent to route #9 and Camp Carroll. 
As of the last day of the reported period BLT 3/1 has commenced a two 

ompany search and clear operation in the vicinity of Camp Carroll. Results 
are unknown at this time. 

.uNCLASSIFIED 

3 
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UNCLASSIFIED NARRATIVE SUMMARYPART II

For the first
1 1/2 days of the reported period Battalion Landing Team

3/1 was engaged in operation NAPOLEON-SALINE in Quang Tri Province, RVN
under the operational control of the 3rd Marine Regiment. This operation
is covered in detail in PART IV (Combat After Action Report).

At 051130H Mar 68 BLT 3/1 was placed under the operational control
of the 4th Marine Regiment and switched operation areas with BLT 2/4.
Since this change, BLT 3/1 has remained in the Camp Carroll area in a de-
fensive posture with a mission of providing security for Camp Carroll and
two key bridge locations along route #9. In general the situation has placed
the BLT CP, provisional company and 2 rifle companies in positions just
northwest of Camp Carroll along route #9. A 3rd company has been OPCON to
2/9 at Camp Carroll. The 4th company was OPCON to 3/9 at Ca Lu from 05-24
Mar 68 and OPCON to the 9th Marine Regiment from 24-31 Mar 68.

BLT operations in the Camp Carroll area were conducted as part of
operation LANCASTER II. Enemy contact consisted of a small number of en-
emy sniper rounds and several long range sightings of small numbers of
enemy troops. The BLT was assigned an extensive area of operations. See
PART IV (Operation Overlay). However, actual operations were confined to

small area adjacent to route #9 and Camp Carroll.
As of the last day of the reported period BLT 3/1 has commenced a two

company search and clear operation in the vicinity of Camp Carroll. Results
are unknown at this time.
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PART III ,SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

A" COMBAT MISSIONS ASSIGNED 

• 
~ ,. _ ..... ',. 

See PART 'IV (,Copt After Action Report) for missions--a:~'~igned through 
0511JOH Ma.r 68. From 0511JOHMar 68 through Jl Mar 68, the mission assigned 
was to maInta.in de fensi ve positiom~ -consiStent with the security of CamP' 
Carroll and two key bridge locations along route #9. Within the area of op­
-erations t.he mission included implementation of an anti-mechanized plan and 
reinforcement of Camp Carroll should it be attacked. Daily activities con­
sisted of providing security elemerits for mine sweeps and convoys along 
route #9. Extensive ,reconnaissance patrolling was conducted to maintain sec­
urity of BLT fixed positions. 

B. SIGNIFICANT OPERATIONS CONDUCTED 

Operation NAPOLEON/SALINE - Quang Tri Province, RVN~ 290600H Feb 68 - 05l130H 
Mar 68. 

C. CASUALTIES INFLICTED ON THE ENEMY 

None. 

Do CASUALTIES SUSTAINED 

8 IIA and 54 WI! of those indicated below were resultant 
at the end of the reported period 01 Feb 68 - 03 Mar 68. 
eluded in the ~arlier report because they died of wounds 
until a later date. 

1. USMC 
-officer 

KIA' WIA 14IA 
oTo 

2. USN 
Officer, 

KIA wrr-mA 
000 

None. 

;--' "'""'"-.":::-:- ; .. ;.:~~~":-:' '~,' " 

,-:. ,: .. ' 
, .. ; 

'- ". '''-~ 

4 

Enlisted 
KIA WIA }.1IA 

T 57 0 

~isted 

KIA m HI! 
2 10 0 

DECLASSIFIED 

from action occuring 
They were not in­

or were not verified 

DECLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

PART III SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

A. COMBAT MISSIONS ASSIGNED

See PART IV (Combat After Action Report) for missions assigned through
051130H Mar 68. From 051130H Mar 68 through 31 Mar 68, the mission assigned
was to maintain defensive positions consistent with the security of Camp
Carroll and two key bridge locations along route #9. Within the area of op-
erations the mission included implementation of an anti-mechanized plan and
reinforcement of Camp Carroll should it be attacked. Daily activities con-
sisted of providing security elements for mine sweeps and convoys along
route #9. Extensive reconnaissance patrolling was conducted to maintain sec-
urity of BLT fixed positions.

B. SIGNIFICANT OPERATIONS CONDUCTED

Operation NAPOLEON/SALINE - Quang Tri Province, RVN, 290600H Feb 68 - 051130H
Mar 68.

C. CASUALTIES INFLICTED ON THE ENEMY

None.

D. CASUALTIES SUSTAINED

8 KIA and 54 WIA of those indicated below were resultant from action occuring
at the end of the reported period 01 Feb 68 - 03 Mar 68. They were not in-
cluded in the earlier report because they died of wounds or were not verified
until a later date.

1. USMC
Officer Enlisted

KIA WIA MIAKIA WIA MIA
9 57 0o 7 0

2. USN
EnlistedOfficer

KIA WIA MIA KIA WIA MIA
0 0 0 2 10 0

E. NEW TECHNIQUES EMPLOYED

None.

BUNCLASS!!4
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NAUF.ATIVE SUMMf'.RY 

On 010600 February 1968, BP.ttalion Lanriing Team 3/1 WgS ash~re:'in " 
QuAng Tri Province, RVN, taking part in Oporati0n~iline.This oDer~tionls' 
primary . aim was to' keep the' Cua Yiet Ri vcr open for supplies enroute to 
Dong Ra, and ~,S under the control of the First l.Jn~rF1ck Battalion, Third 
Mm-ine Division (Rein). on 17 February 1968, the 3-1 section, the 
Disbursing Office, the record department of thoMS, the C. and C. 
Platoon, the S l'.nd C Files, and the Pastnl Office debarked t·f') Dong' Ha; 
while Amph1bid~S Ready Grour 76.5 sailed to Subic Bay, Philippines for 
repe;!rs.These sedti0ns ,l!C-embarked O:n 5 March. Operation Salin,e ' ' 
remained in effect until 290600 February, wh&n the BLT passed under 
opemtional control of the Third. Mn..:r;ine Regiment, Third Marine Division 
(Rein) and begAn Operation N!~L~0NfS.ALINE whose objeotives wer9:the same 
o.s those for Opero.tion So.1ine. This oper,.;:tiori is still in 'Pt'ogress as 
~r the end of this report1ng period. 

..~ . 

'f 

r. 

~, 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED
NARRATIVE SUMMARYFARM II

On 010600 February 1968, Battalion Landing Team 3/1 was ashore in

Quang Tri Province, RVN, taking part in Operation Saline. This operation's
primary aim was to keep the Cua Viet River open for supplies enroute to

Dong Ha, and was under the control of the First Amtrack Battalion, Third

Marine Division (Rein). On 17 February 1968, the S-1 section, the

Disbursing Office, the record department of the BAS, the C. and C.

Platoon, the S and C Files, and the Postal Office debarked to Dong Ha;

while Amphibious Ready Group 76.5 sailed to Subic Bay, Philippines for

repairs. These sections re-embarked on 5 March. Operation Saline
remained in effect until 290600 February, when the BLT passed under

operational control of the Third Marine Regiment, Third Marine Division

(Rein) and began Operation NAPOLEON/SALINE whose objectives were the same

as those for Operation Saline. This operation is still in progress as
of the end of this reporting period.
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A. COMB" rr NISSI'iNS ~;SSIGNED 

See PART IV for missbns o.:ssif,'ned during perior1. 01 Feb 68 - 18 Feb 68 • 
. Assigned mission:rem",iris the S!"J!lee,fter this };:erio,d • 

1. ()pere,tion :'t':tLHrs ... !0l£'l1g' Tri Province, llVN, 26 Jan '- 29 Feb 60. 
2. ()-perp,ti6n SALHrs/N,':':'f)LE0N - 9;ll",ng Tri Province, R'l.TN, 29 Feb -
5 J'1;"l,r 6n. 

C. C.\SUflLTI8S INFLICT"ll ("ItT THE ENE}IT' - 23 JI\,1'IT - 3 WJl 68 

NV', KV, (em1)\') 512 
lir'{ J\ ?()1,l 26 
va SUSP~CT8 T)"lT.'"nrn'l 23 

D. C . C;Uf\LTF,S S1T8T"",,IT';n:;:r) - 23 JAN - 3 )\rAR M 

1. U'3NC 

Officer -----
KH lflii MIA 

5 16-0-

2. USN 

Officer 

KIt, \ATIl'. HL\ -- -- --o a 0 
E. l1]}L TBCmn1TJT~S EMI'LOYE") 

See r liJlT IV. 

Enlisted 

JGA 'ltJH ML\ 
7 12 0 

1 

TILT 3/1 wP.S under ()Y)cr",tionp..l cnntr0l of the First !:.m;)hi bious Trc ctor 
Bl'..ttalion !'C,nn. reIIk'1ined so until 290600H Feb 613 at which time the, BLT 
was vlewed under cnnt~l 0f the Third H,~.rine :aegiment, Third M,",rJne 
l)ivision (Rein). 

, . 
See :i':\RT pr ~ 

4 
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PART III SEQUENTI L LISTING OF SIGNIFIC NT EVENTS

A. COMB' T MISSIONS ASSIGNED

See PART IV for missions assigned during period 01 Feb 68 - 18 Feb 68.

Assigned mission remains the same after this period

B. SIGNIFICANT OPERATIONS CONJUCTED

1. Operation SALINE - Quang Tri Province, RVN, 26 Jan - 29 Feb 68.
2. Operation SALINE/NAROLENN - Juang Tri Province, RVN, 29 Feb -
5 Mar 68.

C. CASUALTIES INFLICTED ON THE ENEMY - 23 JAN - 3 MAR 68

NVA KIA (CONTI) 512
26NVA POW

VC SUSPECTS DETAINED 23

D. C SUALTIES SUSTAINED - 23 JAN - 3 MAR 68

1. USMC

EnlistedOfficer

KIA WIA MIAKIA WIA MIA
69 355 O5 16 0

2. USN

Officer Enlisted

KIA WIA MIA KIA WIA MIA
7 12 OOOO

E. NEW TECHNIQUES EMPLOYED

See PART IV.

F. COMMAND RELATIONSHIPS

BLT 3/1 was under operational control of the First Amphibious Tractor
Battalion and remained SO until 290600H Feb 68 at which time the BLT
was placed under control of the Third Marine Regiment, Third Merine
Division (Rein).

G. EQUIPMENT:

See PART IV.

UNCLASSIFIED
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F. COMMAND REI.Jcr'IONSHIPS 

BLT .3/1 was under operational contifiJ<'Of the 3rd Maririe Regiment \llltil 
05ll30H Mar 68. At that time BLT 3/1 changed areas of operation. with 
BLT 2/4 and came uncieroperational control of the 4th Mari.~J1egiment. 
The BLT remained OPCON to th~ 4th }[arine:;Regiment through thei:.end of the 
reportedpe tiod. 

G. EQUIPMENT 

Equipment which proved to be, in need of repair was off loaded in DaNang 
on oa Mar 68 and moved to Maintenance Batt;a.lion FLC for repairs. Equip-
me.nt moved 'as~p~~~.J2.r repairincludefi19 - M422, Mighty Mites; ~d. 7 •• ;. ___ = \ 
'MrS-;-'2f't"o'n"6X6 trucki:""-" . " . - '" ,"m' .~-~ 

.,._~ ___ : e '='"'~~~__ . 

H. LOGISTICS 

1. S)Wply 
;;;: 

(~) To meet changes reSUlttng from BLT 3/l l s move to the Camp 
C~oll area a LSA was es~abli5hed at Dong HaCombat Base re­
orienting the flow of all clu.ses of supply except for Class II. 
Requests for Class II items were filled from the BLT assets aboard 
LPH~. , 
(0).:'"';; Shortages of Class II items exist, especially jungle utilities 
and gas masks. ' Requisitions are pending to satisfy all BLT re­
quirements of this type • 
(c) An . inventory of seri,.a.l.ized items was completed on 31 Mar 68 and 
will serve as a basis for maling up any deficiencies in this area. 

2. Transeortatio£ .. 

(a) Supplies' were moved from the LSA to the Camp Carroll area by two 
trucks from the BLT motor transport' platoon. These trucks were 
stationed at Dong Ha. •. 
(b) Administrative tranSportation in the Camp Carroll area was pro­
vided by vehicles organio to the BLT and augmented by two !tOtters" 
from 9th Motor Transport at Camp Carroll. 
(c) Movement of personnel and Class II supplies from LPH~ to Camp 
Carroll was provided by CH ... 46 1 IS. from HMM-164. 

). ~ 

On 20 March the BLT began feeding ~nehot m~i a day to the troops 
in the Camp Garroll area.. This was done by aumnenting the 4th Marine 

.. l:l.egiment Headquarters Co~pany mess with cooks and equipment from 
the43LT<la>The meals ,,!ere served. at ~oon and were well :e:ei"~:~.c,'br. 
the. troopS' •. "Cn, Ratl.ons were dutr1buted for the relIlal.rung meal:s; 

~ ... ~. 
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F. COMMAND RELATIONSHIPS

BLT 3/1 was under operational control of the 3rd Marine Regiment until
051130H Mar 68. At that time BLT 3/1 changed areas of operation with
BLT 2/4 and came under operational control of the 4th Marine Regiment.
The BLT remained OPCON to the 4th Marine Regiment through the end of the
reported period.

G. EQUIPMENT

Equipment which proved to be in need of repair was off loaded in DaNang
on 08 Mar 68 and moved to Maintenance Battalion FLC for repairs. Equip-
ment moved ashore for repair included 19 - M422, Mighty Mites; and 7 -

M35, 2 ton 6X6 trucks.

H. LOGISTICS

1. Supply

(a) To meet changes resulting from BLT 3/1's move to the Camp
Carroll area a LSA was established at Dong Ha Combat Base re-
orienting the flow of all classes of supply except for Class II.

Requests for Class II items were filled from the BLT assets aboard
LPH-8.
(b) Shortages of Class II items exist, especially jungle utilities
and gas masks. Requisitions are pending to satisfy all BLT re-
quirements of this type.
(c) An inventory of serialized items was completed on 31 Mar 68 and
will serve as a basis for making up any deficiencies in this area.

2. Transportation

(a) Supplies were moved from the LSA to the Camp Carroll area by two
trucks from the BLT motor transport platoon. These trucks were
stationed at Dong Ha.
(b) Administrative transportation in the Camp Carroll area was pro-
vided by vehicles organic to the BLT and augmented by two "Otters"
from 9th Motor Transport at Camp Carroll.
(c) Movement of personnel and Class II supplies from LPH-8 to Camp
Carroll was provided by CH-46's from HMM-164.

3. Mess

On 20 March the BLT began feeding one hot meal a day to the troops
in the Camp Carroll area. This was done by augmenting the 4th Marine
Regiment Headquarters Company mess with cooks and equipment from
the BLT. The meals were served at noon and were well received by

troops. "C" Rations were distributed for the remaining meals.the
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I. AD~lINIS'l'RATlVE 

1. ~~ 

(a.) Two Bronze Star Medals, three Navy Commendation Medals, one 
Navy Achievement Medal and seven Purple Heart Medals were awarded 
to individual Marines, . Presentation of awa-ds was made by Brigadier 
Gen~!ral Chip, COl1l!lla.nd1ng General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade in 
cerlmlonies held aboard USS VALLEY FORGE. 
(b) BLT 3/1 recommended five Silver Star Medal~twenty Bronze Star 
Medals and two Navy Commendation Medals during the reported period 
with additional recommendations to follow. 
(c) All award recommendations for operations FORTRESS RIDGE and 
BADGER TOOTH have been approved. 

2. Lega.l and Discipline 

During the reported period five investigations were initiated, three 
cases of non-judicial punishment and two Special Court~artials were 
awarded.. One Marine wae declared a deserter and one has been in a 
"UAU status since failing to return from R&R. Overall discipline re­
mains excellent. 

3. ~i!l 
Mail delivery has improved during this reported per1odt.however, 
9ccasional delays are still encountered. One rerouting was re­
quired during the period. Space avai+fble for sorting and storing 
has improved; however, a problem stlli'exists when large volumes 
of mail are to be handled. . 

4. R&E~ Quotas 

BL1~ 3/1 received one hundred R&R quotas for the month of March. A 
fe~1 problems were encountered obtaining proper unifonn for R&R 
personnel while the ARG was in, S\tbic Bay with BLT personnel bdcngings 
a~)ard. Included were quotas to Bangkok, Hawaii, Hong Kong, Kuala 
Lumpur, Sidney, Taipei, Tokyo, Manila, Penang, Singapore, and Okinawa. 

5. m)motions 

\., . 

There were-- sixty regular prOlllotions to Corporal, eighty to Lance 
CorporaJ.; ,·a:nd\twelve,ctcil' lPn vati'jF1r .. £' Class during' the' repOrted ~i'i:od. 
One Sergeant, one Corporal, and three Lance CorpDral Meritorious Combat 
promotions were awarded. There were three promotions to 1st Lieu­
tenant and one permanentpromoti<inito'Capta:iJn. 
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I. ADMINISTRATIVE

1. Awards

(a) Two Bronze Star Medals, three Navy Commendation Medals, one
Navy Achievement Medal and seven Purple Heart Medals were awarded
to individual Marines. Presentation of awards was made by Brigadier
General Chip, Commanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade in
ceremonies held aboard USS VALLEY FORGE.
(b) BLT 3/1 recommended five Silver Star Medals, twenty Bronze Star
Medals and two Navy Commendation Medals during the reported period
with additional recommendations to follow.
(c) All award recommendations for operations FORTRESS RIDGE and
BADGER TOOTH have been approved.

2. Legal and Discipline

During the reported period five investigations were initiated, three
cases of non-judicial punishment and two Special Court-Martials were
awarded. One Marine was declared a deserter and one has been in a
"UA" status since failing to return from R&R. Overall discipline re-
mains excellent.

3. Postal

Mail delivery has improved during this reported periodi however,
occasional delays are still encountered. One rerouting was re-
quired during the period. Space available for sorting and storing
has improved; however, a problem still exists when large volumes
of mail are to be handled.

4. R&P. Quotas

BLT 3/1 received one hundred R&R quotas for the month of March. A
few problems were encountered obtaining proper uniform for R&R
personnel while the ARG was in Subic Bay with BLT personnel belongings
aboard. Included were quotas to Bangkok, Hawaii, Hong Kong, Kuala
Lumpur, Sidney, Taipei, Tokyo, Manila, Penang, Singapore, and Okinawa.

5. Promotions

There were sixty regular promotions to Corporal, eighty to Lance

Corporal, and twelve to Private First Class during the reported period.
One Sergeant, one Corporal, and three Lance Corporal Meritorious Combat
promotions were awarded. There were three promotions to 1st Lieu-
tenant and one permanent promotion to Captain.

UNCLASSITIES
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6. Pay and Allowances 

All men in the field were given an opportunity to send pay to tbilJ¥­
relati ve s by endorsed government checks. Health and comfort pay was 
provided for use at local post exchange facilities. In addition 
personnel being transferred, going home on emergency leave, or filling 
R&R q~otas were paid prior to their departure. 

7. Post Exchange 

'Post exchange facilities were available on a limited basis at camp 
Carroll. In addition, sundry packs"'were issued to meet most health 
and comfort needs. 

s.- ~ligious Services 

(a) Divine Services 

On, 26 March" three Memorial Services were conducted near Camp 
Carroll for the men killed in action since' 23 January. 254 men 

, attended these services. The BLT Chaplain conducted 11 Protestant 
Services with 271 attending. There were 4 Protestant Lay Ser­
vices with 115 attending. Catholic Mass was said 4 times by 
Chaplain MCMerrill of 1/12 for our BLT, with 101 attending. 
There were 2 Catholic Lay Services with 72 attending. 

(b) Personnel Response Progr~ 

The, BLT Chaplain made 20 pastoral visits in the Valley Forge sick 
bay and had 21 counseling sessions, and made 4 brig visits. The 
BLT Chaplain wrote and had reproduced a twelve page booklet to 
be sent to the next of kin of men killed in action. Seven 

, "carel! packages from the states were delivered. Over 200 letters 
were written concerning personal problems, family counseling, 
and Chaplain functions. ' 

9. Personnel Changes 

(a) Losses 
USMC 

Officer Enlisted 
USN 

Officer ,H Enlisted 
Battle 
Administrative 

(b) ReElacements 

2 21 
8 .254 
6 100 

o 2 
o 6 
o 15 

J. tIEDICALZDENTAL AFFAIRS 

1. Personnel 

.... "<. ...... 

Throughout the· reported period the BAS waS maintained in the field to 
administer to the medical needs of the BLT in the Camp Carroll area. 
The Clearing PIt and the Dental Det remained aboard USS VALLEY FORGE 

~R,-:-~~dle afloat, hospitaliZed, ~d medevac patients. ' * 

" .. ':'-*~ 7 lMftmiiij~~ 1 
I 
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6. Pay and Allowances

All men in the field were given an opportunity to send pay to their
relatives by endorsed government checks. Health and comfort pay was

provided for use at local post exchange facilities. In addition
personnel being transferred, going home on emergency leave, or filling
R&R quotas were paid prior to their departure.

7. Post Exchange

Post exchange facilities were available on a limited basis at Camp
Carroll. In addition, sundry packs were issued to meet most health
and comfort needs.

8. Religious Services

(a) Divine Services

On 26 March, three Memorial Services were conducted near Camp
Carroll for the men killed in action since 23 January. 254 men
attended these services. The BLT Chaplain conducted 11 Protestant
Services with 271 attending. There were 4 Protestant Lay Ser-
vices with 115 attending. Catholic Mass was said 4 times by
Chaplain McMerrill of 1/12 for our BLT, with 101 attending.
There were 2 Catholic Lay Services with 72 attending.

(b) Personnel Response Program

The BLT Chaplain made 20 pastoral visits in the Valley Forge sick
bay and had 21 counseling sessions, and made 4 brig visits. The
BLT Chaplain wrote and had reproduced a twelve page booklet to
be sent to the next of kin of men killed in action. Seven
"care" packages from the states were delivered. Over 200 letters
were written concerning personal problems, family counseling,
and Chaplain functions.

9. Personnel Changes USMC USN
(a) Losses Officer Enlisted Officer Enlisted

212Battle o 2
6o8 .254Administrative

(b) Replacements 6 100 15o

J. MEDICAL/DENTAL AFFAIRS

l. Personnel

Throughout the reported period the BAS was maintained in the field to
administer to the medical needs of the BLT in the Camp Carroll area.
The Clearing Plt and the Dental Det remained aboard USS VALLEY FORGE
to handle afloat, hospitalized, and medevac patients.

UNCLASSIFIED
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20 Patient Load -
(a) During the montq, 3e7patients were seen at sick call for an 
avc:rage of twelve per. day. The majority were treated by the BAS 
in the field. 
(b) 158 patienta were seen at dental sick call during the period. 

3. ~PCAP /DENTCAP 

Thl~re were 'no MEDCAP!D:F;IiTCAP evolutions during the reported period. 

4. ~nitation 

A ,campaign was initiated to deal with a rodent problem which devel­
oped at the BLT Camp Carroll positions. Rat poison was distributed, 
ttash ,w.a,s disposed of daily, and instruction was ,given on the im­
portance of not leaving foodstuffs scattered about the area. The 

,heads and urinals were inspected daily. In addition, the area out­
side and inside the BLT perimeter was sprayed with insecticide. 

K. INTBLLlGENCE 

During the period, S-2 personnel conducted daily intelligence briefings 
with local intelligence developed in detail and intelligence from other 
operational areas presented in general. Daily liaison was maintained 
with S-2, 4th Marine Reg;i.ment. 
The BI,T began to use sev~ral anti-intrusion devices, including seismtc-, 
intrus:ion devices and th, pps .... 6 radar set 0 A continuing evaluation of 
these devices is being made. ' 
Aerial photographs, both oblique and' vertical sets, were obt&ined through 
3rd Ma.rine ,Division covering the trace of National Route #9 fran Dong Ha 
to Khe Sanh. Photos were plotted on a tactical map and set up as an 
additj,onal reference source for briefing of patrols and for use in regular 
intelligence briefings. A similiar project is underway for the oper-
~tionCLl area north of th~. Cua Viet River. . 

L. COMMUNICATIONS 

1. Training 

The following training was accomplished by the Communications 
Platoon during this reported ~eriodo 
(a.L" Radio school was, held for all Communications PIt and company 
r,adio operators 0 Subj ects stres sed were preventative maintenance, 
c,ommunications security, proper operating procedures and field ex-
pedient communications. -
(b) School for officers and staff NCO' 5 was conductea-'cin comm­
unication security and .the use 9f the KAC-oX and PX operationaJ ~()n~~. 

"- - ,- ' 
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2. Patient Load

(a) During the month, 387 patients were seen at sick call for an
average of twelve per day. The majority were treated by the BAS
in the field.
(b) 158 patients were seen at dental sick call during the period.

3. MEDCAP/DENTCAP

There were no MEDCAP/DENTCAP evolutions during the reported period.

4. Sanitation

A compaign was initiated to deal with a rodent problem which devel-
oped at the BLT Camp Carroll positions. Rat poison was distributed,
trash was disposed of daily, and instruction was given on the im-

portance of not leaving foodstuffs scattered about the area. The
heads and urinals were inspected daily. In addition, the area out-
side and inside the BLT perimeter was sprayed with insecticide.

K. INTELLIGENCE

During the period, S-2 personnel conducted daily intelligence briefings
with local intelligence developed in detail and intelligence from other
operational areas presented in general. Daily liaison was maintained
with S-2, 4th Marine Regiment.
The BLT began to use several anti-intrusion devices, including seismic
intrusion devices and the PPS-6 radar set. A continuing evaluation of
these devices is being made.
Aerial photographs, both oblique and vertical sets, were obtained through
3rd Marine Division covering the trace of National Route #9 from Dong Ha
to Khe Sanh. Photos were plotted on a tactical map and set up as an
additional reference source for briefing of patrols and for use in regular
intelligence briefings. A similiar project is underway for the oper-
ational area north of the Cua Viet River.

L. COMMUNICATIONS

1. Training

The following training was accomplished by the Communications
Platoon during this reported period.
(a)- Radio school was held for all Communications Plt and company
radio operators. Subjects stressed were preventative maintenance,
communications security, proper operating procedures and field ex-

pedient communications.
(b) School for officers and staff NCO's was conducted on comm-
unication security and the use of the KAC-OX and PX operational codes.
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During this period the BLT has called sixteen observed fire missions on 
enemy and suspected enemy activities. Ten H&I·targets have been selected 
and fired nightly. The BLT has registered thirteen night defensive tar­
gets and placed several anti~echanized targets on call. Eight missions 
were called to provide training in FO procedures and classes were con­
ducted on ."CoFralll!lammunition.:. 

N. AIR SUPPORT 

.The nature of BLT 3/1 activities thI'oughout the reported period pro­
vided no requirements for close air support. 
HMM~164 provided CH-46 helicopters for administrative, and medevac trans­
pOrtation. Two troop lifts were ·conducted. The BLT was transported by 
helicopter from operation NAPOLEON/SALINE to the Camp Carroll area. On 
31 Mar 68 two companies and the BLT CP were lifted into the search and 
clear operation b!;ginning on that date. 
The 4th Marine Regiment "working birds" were utilized for reconnaissance 
flights. 

" ,. ," :,'1 11',. 
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During this period the BLT has called sixteen observed fire missions on

enemy and suspected enemy activities. Ten H&I targets have been selected
and fired nightly. The BLT has registered thirteen night defensive tar-
gets and placed several anti-mechanized targets on call. Eight missions
were called to provide training in FO procedures and classes were con-
ducted on "CoFram" ammunition

N. AIR SUPPORT

The nature of BLT 3/1 activities throughout the reported period pro-
vided no requirements for close air support.
HMM-164 provided CH-46 helicopters for administrative, and medevac trans-
portation. Two troop lifts were conducted. The BLT was transported by
helicopter from operation NAPOLEON/SALINE to the Camp Carroll area. On
31 Mar 68 two companies and the BLT CP were lifted into the search and
clear operation beginning on that date.
The 4th Marine Regiment "working birds" were utilized for reconnaissance
flights.
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(c) 1~he 4th Marine Regiment conducted class an the PPS-6 Battlefield 
SurvejLllance Radar set and the Patrol Seismic Intrusion Device. Classes 
were clttended by -Gommunication PIt personnel who then gave instruc-
tian to' the BLT an the use of these devices. 

20 General CammunicatioIll5 

Radio communication with the companies and the 4th Marine Regiment has_· 
been i~90d. Some difficulty was encountered,wh~m rninesweep tea.nl$·;w.l'e not 
able to communicate with the 4th Marine Reg.wnent using the PRC-25. A 
MRC-109 is now being sent with the sweep teams and the problem has been 
eliminated. 
Wire lines are being utilized to supplement radio communications. Cons~ 
tant 1:irouble shooting is required to keep these lines in servf.ctt-·d1.j.e 
to th4~ great amount of vehicular traffic, es~cially tracked vehicles. 
Seismic intrusion devices and battlefield surveillance radar are being 
uti1i:z;ed to supplement the ELT's defensive capabilit4::es. No difficulty 
has b4!len encountered in elllplo~ this equipment to :'8.a.te 0 

A rev.lew of the KAC-QX:~d PX codes as directed by CTG 79.5 was completed 
and rl!commended changes were forwarded. 

30 Maintl!mance 

The ml:>vement of the LSU aboard USS VALLEY FORqE improved our maintenance 
capab:llityo The Comnunications 1>lt also has i;.wo technicians aboard. ship 
to spl:ed the return of damaged or inoperati va communication equipment 0 

All equipment that cannot be repaired in the field is sent to our repair 
shop aboard ship and then evacuated to 1st FSR for repair if necessary. 

4. SUPJ2l·~ 

We ar'. still receiving BA-386' s for the PRC-25 manufactured by the Crown 
Battery Corp. of Okinawa. These batteries ar. completely unsatisfactary. 
Normal operating life of these batteries continues to be fram 6 to 8 
haurs as campared to approximately 72 hours with Americanlmade BA-386's. 
The··contract number af- the latest resupply af Crown batteries was M-67436-
6'a":'L...oo39~ , 
Certain items of cottlil1tihications equipment cOQ,1;;i,-nue to be in short supply. 
Handsets, whip .antennas, ta.pe antennas, antenna. bases, and packbaal'ds 
are the most needed items at this time. 

Me FIRE SUPPORT 

For operation NAPOLlOON/SALINE see PART IV 4 When BLT 3/1 moved to the 
Camp Carroll area Btry C and Btry W remained behind OPCON to the 3rd 
Marine Regiment .. During this period the BLT "faa dependent on 4th Mar­
ine Regiment direct support batteries for fire support. 
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(c) The 4th Marine Regiment conducted class on the PPS-6 Battlefield
Surveillance Radar set and the Patrol Seismic Intrusion Dévice. Classes
were attended by Communication Plt personnel who then gave instruc-
tion to the BLT on the use of these devices.

2. General Communications

Radio communication with the companies and the 4th Marine Regiment has
been good. Some difficulty was enccuntered when mine sweep teams were not
able to communicate with the 4th Marine Regiment using the PRC-25. A
MRC-109 is now being sent with the sweep teams and the problem has been
eliminated.
Wire lines are being utilized to supplement radio communications. Cons->

tant trouble shooting is required to keep these lines in service due
to the great amount of vehicular traffic, especially tracked vehicles.
Seismic intrusion devices and battlefield surveillance radar are being
utilized to supplement the BLT's defensive capabilities. No difficulty
has been encountered in employing this equipment to date.
A review of the KAC-QX-and PX codes as directed by CTG 79.5 was completed
and recommended changes were forwarded.

3. Maintenance

The movement of the LSU aboard USS VALLEY FORGE improved our maintenance
capability. The Communications Blt also has two technicians aboard ship
to speed the return of damaged or inoperative communication equipment.
All equipment that cannot be repaired in the field is sent to our repair
shop aboard ship and then evacuated to 1st FSR for repair if necessary.

4. Supply

We are still receiving BA-386's for the PRC-25 manufactured by the Crown
Battery Corp. of Okinawa. These batteries are completely unsatisfactory.
Normal operating life of these batteries continues to be from 6 to 8
hours as compared to approximately 72 hours with American made BA-386's.
The-contract number of the latest resupply of Crown batteries was M-67436-
68-L-0039.
Certain items of communications equipment continue to be in short supply.
Handsets, whip antennas, tape antennas, antenna bases, and packboards
are the most needed items at this time.

M. FIRE SUPPORT

For operation NAPOLEON/SALINE see PART IV. When BLT 3/1 moved to the
Camp Carroll area Btry C and Btry W remained behind OPCON to the 3rd
Marine Regiment. During this period the BLT was dependent on 4th Mar-
ine Regiment direct support batteries for fire support.
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4. ~ask Organization 
> . 

BLT 3(1 

. H&S Co (-) (Rein) 
Det, Hq Bn, 1st Mar Div 
Det, Hq Co, 1st Mar 
Det, Btry C (Rein), 1st Bn, 11th Mar 
Det, Comm. PIt, Hq Co, 1st Mar y_ 
Det, Dental Co, 9th MAB 
1st PIt (Rein), Co A,lst Med Bn 
Jrd PIt (Rein)! (-), ('eo;~~) lSt:J!lng'Bn 
Det, LSU j . For Log Cmu 
Det, Co A, 1st SP Bn 
1st Pit (Rein), Co A, 1st MT Bn 
(At 262040H Jan 68 a "provisional rifle co 
(Co N) was formed utilizing personnel from 
attached units) 

Co I (Rein) 
Co I 
Det, H&S Co 

FAC Tm 
Det 3 Med Plt " 
FO Tm, 8lmmMortar PIt 
NGF Spot Tm. 

Det, Btry C (Rein), 1st Bn, 11th Mar 
Tm, 3d Plt (Rein), Co A, 1st Eng Bn 
HST Tm~ Det Co A,lst SP Bn 

po K (Rein) 
Co K 
Det, H&S Co 

FAC Tm 
Det, Med PIt 
FO Tm, 8lmm Mortar PIt 
NGF Spot Tm 

Det, Btry C (Rein), 1st Bn, 11th Mar 
Tm, 3d PIt (Rein), Co A, 1st Eng Bn 
HST Tm, Det, Co A, 1st SP ~ 

2 
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Li:, 0 Col. M. MCQUOWN 

~pt ,fl. J 0 FISHER _ 

Capt L. Ro r.-rORAN 

Capt J. Eo REGAL 

-
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4. Task Organization

BLT 3/1 Lt. Col. M. MCQUOWN

H&S Co (-) (Rein) Capt R. J. FISHER
Det, Hq Bn, 1st Mar Div
Det, Hq Co, 1st Mar
Det, Btry C (Rein), 1st Bn, 11th Mar
Det, Comm Plt, Hq Co, 1st Mar
Det, Dental Co, 9th MAB
1st Plt (Rein), Co A, 1st Med Bn
3rd Plt (Rein) 3 (-), COBA, 1st Eng Bn
Det, LSU, For Log Cmd
Det, Co A, 1st SP Bn
1st Plt (Rein), Co A, 1st MT Bn
(At 26204OH Jan 68 a provisional rifle CO
(Co N) was formed utilizing personnel from
attached units)

Co I (Rein) Capt L. R. MORAN
Co I
Det, H&S Co

FAC Tm
Det, Med Plt
FO Tm, 81mm Mortar Plt
NGF Spot Tm

Det, Btry C (Rein), 1st Bn, 11th Mar
Tm, 3d Plt (Rein), Co A, 1st Eng Bn
HST Tm, Det Co A, 1st SP Bn

Co K (Rein) Capt J. E. REGAL
Co K
Det, H&S Co

FAC Tm
Det, Med Plt
FO Tm, 81mm Mortar Plt
NGF Spot Tm

Det, Btry C (Rein), 1st Bn, 11th Mar
Tm, 3d Plt (Rein), Co A, 1st Eng Bn
HST Tm, Det, Co A, 1st SP Bn
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From: Comm.a.:nding Officer 

DECLASSIFIED 

.3 BDi J Marines S&C No . 

Copies' __ -6~I--__ of_--c----' 

HEADQUARTERS 
Battalion Landing Team 3/1 

FPO San Francisco calif 96602 

To: Comma:nding General, 3rd Marine Division 

Subj: Combat After Action Report 

'Ref: (a) eTG 7905 Operation Plan l20A-67 
(b) :MAPS; VIETNAM 1:50,000, AMS Series 6442 IV 

Enc1: (1) .... Operation Overlay 
(2) _ Sketch Maps of Major Engagements 
(3) ....-Extracts' from 5-3 Journal 

I. Operation BADGER CATCH/SALINE!NAPOLEON-SALINE. 

2. Dates and Locations 

\ 

03/ms/rmh 
3000 
24 Mar 1968 

, 

Sere No. 0004-68 

a. The combined operation began on 23 January 1968 &nd was terminated 
5 Ma,rch 1968. This period was divided under three operational code 
names in accordance with changes in operational control. 
(1) BADGER CATCH, 231630H Jan 68 - 261400 Jan 68, OPCON SLF Bravo 

(eTG 79.5). 
(2) SALINE, 261400H Jan 68 - 290600H~Feb, OPCON 1st AmTrac Bn. 
(3) NAPOLEON-5ALlNE, 290600H Feb 68 - 051130H Mar 68 OPCON 3rd 

Marine Regiment. 
b. The mis sion aSSigned to BLT 3/1 was to clear the north .bank of the 

Cua Viet River and adjacent areas of enemy forces. The mission 
remained unchanged throughout the operation. The exact boundaries 
oft-he area of opera.tion were adjusted numerous times; however, all 
BLT 3/1 activities were conducted within 10,000 meters of the mouth 
of t.he eua Viet River. See enclosure (1). 

3. Command Headguart~ 
a. BADGER CATCH1 SLF Bravo (CTG 790-5), aboard USS VALIEY FORGE. 
b. SALINE, 1st AmTrac Bn, 1st AmTrac Bn Combat Base (YO 345695). 
Co NAPOLEON-SALlNE$ 3rd Marine Regiment, ls,t AmTrac Bn Combat 

Base (YO 345695). 
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From: Commanding Officer
Commanding General, 3rd Marine DivisionTo:

Subj: Combat After Action Report

(a) CTG 79.5 Operation Plan 120A-67Ref:
(b) MAPS: VIETNAM 1:50,000, AMS Series 6442 IV

(1) - Operation OverlayEncl:
(2) - Sketch Maps of Major Engagements

30(3) - Extracts from S-3 Journal

1. Operation BADGER CATCH/SALINE/NAPOLEON-SALINE.

2. Dates and Locations
a. The combined operation began on 23 January 1968 and was terminated

5 March 1968. This period was divided under three operational code
names in accordance with changes in operational control.
(1) BADGER CATCH, 231630H Jan 68 - 261400 Jan 68, OPCON SLF Bravo

(CTG 79.5).
(2) SALINE, 261400H Jan 68 - 290600H Feb, OPCON 1st AmTrac Bn.
(3) NAPOLEON-SALINE, 290600H Feb 68 - 051130H Mar 68 OPCON 3rd

Marine Regiment.
b. The mission assigned to BLT 3/1 was to clear the north bank of the

Cua Viet River and adjacent areas of enemy forces. The mission
remained unchanged throughout the operation. The exact boundaries
of the area of operation were adjusted numerous times; however, all
BLT 3/1 activities were conducted within 10,000 meters of the mouth
of the Cua Viet River. See enclosure (1).

3. Command Headquarters
a. BADGER CATCH, SLF Bravo (CTG 79.5), aboard USS VALLEY FORGE.
b. SALINE, 1st AmTrac Bn, 1st AmTrac Bn Combat Base (YD 345695)
C. NAPOLEON-SALINE, 3rd Marine Regiment, 1st AmTrac Bn Combat

Base (YD 345695).

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
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b. Enemy Strength. Mission, and Tactics During the O}2eration. Interrogation 

of POW's taken during the operation confirmed that the enemy units con­
tacted during the early phases of the operation in My Loc, Xuan Khanh~ 
Lam Xuan, and Le Xuyen were subordinate to the· 803rd NVA Regiment. The 
heaviest contacts were with elements of the 3d Bn, 803rd Regiment, but 
POW's were also taken from units of the 1st and 2d battalions, a03rd 
Regiment j as well as one POW who claimed to be from the 4th Bn, 270tL 
Regiment, . 
The last phase of the operation (assault and capture of Mai Xa Thi west) 
involved contact with two reinforced companies of the 6th En, 52nd NVA 
Regiment. One POW taken during this phase stated that the 6th En had 
infiltrated down into Mai Xa Thi only six days previously. The condition 
of weapons and equipment captured in Mai Xa Thi tend to confirm that the 
unit had been in the field only a short time. 
The primary mission of enemy units in the AOA was to harass and inter­
dict waterborne traffic on the Cua Viet River between the Cua Viet port 
facility and Dong Ha Combat Base. Prior to, and at various times during 
the operation the enemy conducted attacks by fire on river traffic util­
izing small arms, automatic weapons, rocket launchers, and mortars. To 
accomplish his primary mission, the enemy had moved units of up to com­
pany size into hamlets that fronted on the eua Viet River and had set 
up fortified defense positions. 
The enemy established fortified defensive positions in depth running back 
into the center of the hamlets themselv~s. In many instances he convert 
the nfamily" type bomb shelters that had been constructed by the civil­
ian population into fortified positions for his own use. The enemy de­
fended his positions with tenacity and skill and did not attempt to break 
contact until after dark in the apparent belief that the friendly 
forces would pull back and establish defensive positions as darkness 
approached. He was largely unsuccessful in this tactic because BLT 3/1 
continued the attack throughout the night when necessary and made ex~ 
tensive use of illumination to light the battle area and to qeny the 
enemy access to escape routes. 
Enemy units contacted during the operation were armed with normal 
small arms~ heavy and light machine guns, recoilless rifles, 60mm 
mortars and 82mm mortars. Extensi ve use was made of RPG-2 and RPG-7 
rocket launchers against friendly tanks, ontos, and amtracs. Anti­
tank mines were placed in likely avenues of tracked vehicle approach 
and were successful in disabling several tracked vehicles. Note­
worthy was the almost complete absence of booby traps and other surprise 
firing devices in the captured hamlets, indicating that the enemy 
believed he could hold these areas against friendly attack and had not 
a~ticipated the direction nor intensity of friendly actions. 
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b. Enemy Strength, Mission, and Tactics During the Operation. Interrogation
of POW's taken during the operation confirmed that the enemy units con-
tacted during the early phases of the operation in My Loc, Xuan Khanh,
Lam Xuan, and Le Xuyen were subordinate to the 803rd NVA Regiment. The
heaviest contacts were with elements of the 3d Bn, 803rd Regiment, but
POW's were also taken from units of the 1st and 2d battalions, 803rd
Regiment, as well as one POW who claimed to be from the 4th Bn, 270th
Regiment.
The last phase of the operation (assault and capture of Mai Xa Thi west)
involved contact with two reinforced companies of the 6th Bn, 52nd NVA
Regiment. One POW taken during this phase stated that the 6th Bn had
infiltrated down into Mai Xa Thi only six days previously. The condition
of weapons and equipment captured in Mai Xa Thi tend to confirm that the
unit had been in the field only a short time.
The primary mission of enemy units in the AOA was to harass and inter-
dict waterborne traffic on the Cua Viet River between the Cua Viet port
facility and Dong Ha Combat Base. Prior to, and at various times during
the operation the enemy conducted attacks by fire on river traffic util-
izing small arms, automatic weapons, rocket launchers, and mortars. To
accomplish his primary mission, the enemy had moved units of up to com-
pany size into hamlets that fronted on the Cua Viet River and had set
up fortified defense positions.
The enemy established fortified defensive positions in depth running back
into the center of the hamlets themselves. In many instances he converte
the "family" type bomb shelters that had been constructed by the civil-
ian population into fortified positions for his own use. The enemy de-
fended his positions with tenacity and skill and did not attempt to break
contact until after dark in the apparent belief that the friendly
forces would pull back and establish defensive positions as darkness
approached. He was largely unsuccessful in this tactic because BLT 3/1
continued the attack throughout the night when necessary and made ex-
tensive use of illumination to light the battle area and to deny the
enemy access to escape routes.
Enemy units contacted during the operation were armed with normal
small arms, heavy and light machine guns, recoilless rifles, 60mm
mortars and 82mm mortars. Extensive use was made of RPG-2 and RPG-7
rocket launchers against friendly tanks, ontos, and amtracs. Anti-
tank mines were placed in likely avenues of tracked vehicle approachand were successful in disabling several tracked vehicles. Note-
worthy was the almost complete absence of booby traps and other surprise
firing devices in the captured hamlets, indicating that the enemy
believed he could hold these areas against friendly attack and had not
anticipated the direction nor intensity of friendly actions.
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Go L (ReiI!l 
Co L 
Det~ H&S Co 

FAC Tm 
Det, Ned P1t 
FO, 8lmm. Morlar P1t. I 

Det, Btry C (Rein), Ist·Bn, -11th Nar 
Tm, 3d Pit (Rein); Co A, 1st Eng En 
HST TIn» PI t ~ Co A, 1st SP Bn .i'" 

Co M (Rein) 
Co M 
Det., H&S Co 

Det, Ned PIt 
F'O Tm, SlmmMortar Pit 

Det., Btry C (Rein), 1st .Bn, 11th Mar 
Tm, 3d Plt (Rein), Co A, 1st Eng Bn 
HST TIn, P1t, Co A, 1st SP Bn 

~ C (Rein), 1st Bn, 11th Mar 

Btrr W, 2d Bn. 11th Mar 

8lmm Mortar PIt -
'·3d PIt (Rein). Co C. 1st Tk Bn 

4th PIt (Re1n)2 Co B. 3d AmTrac Bn 

1st PIt (Rein). Co D. 1st Recon Bn 

3d PIt (Rein) 2 Co As 5th ATBn 

• 
Capt Eo So HEMPEL 

capt R~ A~ THOMAS 
23 Jan - 15 Feb 

capt Ro Bo LEWIS 
16 Feb - 5 Mar 

Capt P. Ao MCLAUGHLIN 

Ca pt J. T. WINKLER. 

Lt K. Mo HAGGERTY 
23 Jan - 26 Feb 

Lt J. Ao HAMILTON 
27 Feb - 5 Mar 

Lt Ro Eo PARRISH 

Lt Eo Lo METZlGER 

Lt P. R" YOUNG 
23 Jan - 7 Feb 

Sgt Do M. WOO 
8 Feb - 5 Mar 

Lt Do La BROWN 

Tk PIta ·BLT 2I4--assigned in direct support of BLT 3/1 as of 27 Jan 680 
AmTrac PIt, BLT 2/4--assigned in direct support of BLT 3/10 

5. Intelligence 
a~ 1£temy strength prior to operation. The AOA was the normal operating 

area of elements of the 80]rd and 8l2th Regiments j 324th NVA Division. 
Inl addition, VC units of up to company size were believed operating 
in the general vicinity otMai Xa Thi and Vinh Quanh Ha near the Cua 
Vi.eaR!Mllt. _ 
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Co L (Rein) Capt E. S. HEMPEL
Co L
Det, H&S Co

FAC Tm
Det, Med Plt
FO, 81mm Mortar Plt

Det, Btry C (Rein),, 1st Bn, 11th Mar
Tm, 3d Plt (Rein); Co A, 1st Eng Bn
HST Tm, Plt, Co A, 1st SP Bn

Co M (Rein) Capt R. A. THOMAS
23 Jan - 15 FebCo M

Capt R. B. LEWISDet, H&S Co
16 Feb - 5 MarDet, Med Plt

FO Tm, 81mm Mortar Plt
Det, Btry C (Rein), 1st Bn, 11th Mar
Tm, 3d Plt (Rein) , Co A, 1st Eng Bn
HST Tm, Plt, Co A, 1st SP Bn

Btry C (Rein), 1st Bn, 11th Mar Capt P. A. MCLAUGHLIN

Capt J. T. WINKLERBtry W, 2d Bn, 11th Mar

Lt K. M. HAGGERTY81mm Mortar Plt
23 Jan - 26 Feb

Lt J. A. HAMILTON
27 Feb - 5 Mar

3d Plt (Rein), Co C, 1st Tk Bn Lt R. E. PARRISH

4th Plt (Rein), Co B, 3d AmTrac Bn Lt E. L. METZIGER

1st Plt (Rein), Co D, 1st Recon Bn Lt P. R. YOUNG
23 Jan - 7 Feb

Sgt D. M. WOO
8 Feb - 5 Mar

3d Plt (Rein), Co A. 5th AT Bn Lt D. L. BROWN

Tk Plt, BLT 2/4--assigned in direct support of BLT 3/1 as of 27 Jan 68.
AmTrac Plt, BLT 2/4--assigned in direct support of BLT 3/1.

5. Intelligence
a. Enemy strength prior to operation. The AOA was the normal operating

area of elements of the 803rd and 812th Regiments, 324th NVA Division.
In addition, VC units of up to company size were believed operating
in the general vicinity of Mai Xa Thi and Vinh Quanh Ha near the Cua
Viet .
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d. Weather. Wea:ther for the first five days of the operation vas ·char­
acterized by' E!arly morning fog and then ~ti sunny weather with 
unlimited visibilityo . For the remainder of the operation, the weather 
was typical of the "eraohin" period, characterized by fog, light 
drizzle, and ceilings generally under 200 teet.. Both tactical and 
resupply operations by air were severely hampered and in many cases 
resupply had to be effected by LVT trom the 1st AmTrac En location 
near the mou~h or the eua Viet River. The poor weather during the 
period also contributed materially to the trat!1cabilUy problems 
encountered in the area by tracked vehicles. 

6. ~ss~,on. BLT 3/11 s mission during Operation BADGER CATCH/SALlNE/ 
NAPOLEON.;.sWNE'was to cleuthe :'north batik of the bus. Viet River and 
adjacent areas of ~nemy forces. 

7. ktcution. '. 
a. ConceRt. At the start of the operation, it was known that NVA forces 

had occupied positions on the north bank of the ~a Viet and from 
these positions had begun to interdict river traffic between the mouth 
ot tho Qua Viet River and Dong Ha Combat Base. Recent ARVN attack. 
on these positions had produced uncertain results and enemy strength 
in the area. was unknown. BLT 3/llanded at the mouth of the Cua Viet 
and began search and clear operations in the hamlets along the north 

. bank. The airect support artiller,r batter" wa.~poa1tionea within the 
1st AmTrac Sn,Combat Sase to provide necessary tire support. NVA units 
were to be forced from positions along the river and when nee.ssarT the 
BLT would oecup,ystrategic poSitions to prevent reoccupation bT the 
enemy.. ' 

b. Operations. BLT 3/1 found that the NVA still occupied strategic loc­
ations along the north bank despite recent ARVN operations. Five 
separate attacks were launched trom 23 January to; February tOI.C-" 
ure enem;y held positions. A combat baee wa. established at tV Loc 
(YO 305680) t9 protect Btry Wand the 8lmmMortar Plt. 
On 14 'eb, BLT 3/1 wa. ~irected to move to the south bank ot the 
Cua Viet and sweep the ~eavily populated rice growing area adjacent 
to the river. This phaSlo! the operation lasted until 26 FebruaZ7. 
·lxtensiveuse was made ~f LVT's to move troops and supplies during 
th1e period. BLT 3/1 made two major assaults to drive NVA forces from 
established positions within the area of operations. On 26 Feb 68 
BtT 3/l returned to the north bank ot the river reoccupying positions 
at X1 toe em 305680) and Hai Xa Thi Ceast> (YO 287672). On 1 Ma". ~a, 
the final assault of the operation was launched againet a well en­
trenched enel'll1 at Mi.1 xa Thi (west). The enel!l1 position wa.e oocupied 
on 2 Mar 68. 
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d. Weather. Weather for the first five days of the operation was char-
acterized by early morning fog and then bright, sunny weather with
unlimited visibility. For the remainder of the operation, the weather
was typical of the "Crachin" period, characterized by fog, light
drizzle, and ceilings generally under 200 feet. Both tactical and

resupply operations by air were severely hampered and in many cases
resupply had to be effected by LVT from the 1st AmTrac Bn location
near the mouth of the Cua Viet River. The poor weather during the
period also contributed materially to the trafficability problems
encountered in the area by tracked vehicles.

6. Mission. BLT 3/1's mission during Operation BADGER CATCH/SALINE/
NAPOLEON-SALINE was to clear the north bank of the Cua Viet River and
adjacent areas of enemy forces.

7. Execution.
a. Concept. At the start of the operation, it was known that NVA forces

had occupied positions on the north bank of the Cua Viet and from
these positions had begun to interdict river traffic between the mouth
of the Cua Viet River and Dong Ha Combat Base. Recent ARVN attacks
on these positions had produced uncertain results and enemy strength
in the area was unknown. BLT 3/1 landed at the mouth of the Cua Viet
and began search and clear operations in the hamlets along the north
bank. The direct support artillery battery was-positioned within the
1st AmTrac Bn Combat Base to provide necessary fire support. NVA units
were to be forced from positions along the river and when necessary the
BLT would occupy strategic positions to prevent reoccupation by the
enemy.
Operations. BLT 3/1 found that the NVA still occupied strategic loc-b.
ations along the north bank despite recent ARVN operations. Five
separate attacks were launched from 23 January to 3 February to sec-
ure enemy held positions. A combat base was established at My Loc
(YD 305680) to protect Btry W and the 81mm Mortar Plt.
On 14 Feb, BLT 3/1 was directed to move to the south bank of the
Cua Viet and sweep the heavily populated rice growing area adjacent
to the river. This phase of the operation lasted until 26 February.
Extensive use was made of LVT's to move troops and supplies during
this period. BLT 3/1 made two major assaults to drive NVA forces from
established positions within the area of operations. On 26 Feb 68
BLT 3/1 returned to the north bank of the river reoccupying positions
at My Loc (YD 305680) and Mai Xa Thi (east) (YD 287672). On 1 Mar 68,
the final assault of the operation was launched against a well en-
trenched enemy at Mai Xa Thi (west) The enemy position was occupied
on 2 Mar 68.
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• 
The enemy displayed the ability to direct and adjust artillery fire on 
maneuvering friendly units as well as on friendly defensive positions. 
However, his artillery fires were of short duration and largely in­
effective •. Relatively few friendly casualties and equipment damage were 
the direct result of enemy artillery fires. 1 

Both field radios and field telephones were captured during the operation
j 

indicating the enemy's communication capabiliti~s; In Lam Xuan, where 
the enemy's battalion CP was located, wire communications had been laid 
from a central bunker to a number of outlying bunkers for command and 
control coordination. Among the items taken from one radio operator1s 
field pack in the area was a map with one of the friendly thrust points 
marked on it. However, the thrust points had been changed several days 
earlier due to a suspected compromise. . 
The large amounts of captured weapons and equipment taken during this 
operation as well as a number of classified documents~ diaries 9 etc Ji 

alse) support the belief that the enemy intended to hold his pOSitions 
and was only forced by intense friendly pressure to segment his units arid 
at tempt to withdraw: .. · . ,; 
In summary, the main enemy tactic during the operation was to attempt 
to defend and hold in his fortified hamlet positions~ in order to 
utilize these locations to interdict traffic()n thi!: Cua Viet Rivero The 
only large-scale aggressive action he attempted waS in the early morning 
hours of February 2 when he conducted a battalion size attack on the night 
def~msive positions of Co K. However, intelligence developed from doc­
uments and POW s taken several days earlier in the operation had indic­
ated such an attack was imminent. In light of this intelligence Co K 
had moved their defensive position several hundred meters just after dark. 
The enemyis preparatory artillery and mortar fire was directed harm­
lessly on the previously vacated positions 0 When he launched his ground 
assault,'" he was exposed to intense friendly artillery and naval gun-
fire attacks as well as small arms, automatic weapons~ and. mortar fires 
from the new Co K positions. This attack cost the enemy 141 dead as well 
as the loss of a large number of individual and crew served weapons. 

c. Terrain. The most prominent terrain feature within the ADA was the 
Cua Viet River running southwest to northeast. A belt of sandy barren 
soil extends inland about 5000 meters on both the north and south 
banks of the Cua Viet. This area has some hamletsg cultivated fields 
and paddies but large areas are barren and uninhabited. An extensive 
paddy area borders on the sandy area. It is heavily populated with 
numerous hamlets and is a rich riRe growing area. Treelines along the 
river and within the hamlets were 'composed mostly of a species of pine 
tree and bamboo which provided the enemy excellent concealment and 
ideal locations for his fortifications. ~ensive paddy areas pro­
hibited the use of wheeled vehicles and in many cases proved difficult 
for tracked v~ .-5 
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The enemy displayed the ability to direct and adjust artillery fire on
maneuvering friendly units as well as on friendly defensive positions.
However, his artillery fires were of short duration and largely in-
effective. Relatively few friendly casualties and equipment damage were
the direct result of enemy artillery fires.
Both field radios and field telephones were captured during the operation,
indicating the enemy's communication capabilities. In Lam Xuan, where
the enemy's battalion CP was located, wire communications had been laid
from a central bunker to a number of outlying bunkers for command and
control coordination. Among the items taken from one radio operator's
field pack in the area was a map with one of the friendly thrust points
marked on it. However, the thrust points had been changed several days
earlier due to a suspected compromise.
The large amounts of captured weapons and equipment taken during this
operation as well as a number of classified documents, diaries, etc,
also support the belief that the enemy intended to hold his positions
and was only forced by intense friendly pressure to segment his units and
attempt to withdraw
In summary, the main enemy tactic during the operation was to attempt
to defend and hold in his fortified hamlet positions, in order to
utilize these locations to interdict traffic on the Cua Viet River. The
only large-scale aggressive action he attempted was in the early morning
hours of February 2 when he conducted a battalion size attack on the night
defensive positions of Co K. However, intelligence developed from doc-
uments and POW's taken several days earlier in the operation had indic-
ated such an attack was imminent. In light of this intelligence Co K
had moved their defensive position several hundred meters just after dark.
The enemy's preparatory artillery and mortar fire was directed harm-
lessly on the previously vacated positions. When he launched his ground
assault, he was exposed to intense friendly artillery and naval gun-
fire attack, as well as small arms, automatic weapons, and mortar fires
from the new Co K positions. This attack cost the enemy 141 dead as well
as the loss of a large number of individual and crew served weapons.

C. Terrain. The most prominent terrain feature within the AOA was the
Cua Viet River running southwest to northeast. A belt of sandy barren
soil extends inland about 5000 meters on both the north and south
banks of the Cua Viet. This area has some hamlets, cultivated fields
and paddies but large areas are barren and uninhabited. An extensive
paddy area borders on the sandy area. It is heavily populated with
numerous hamlets and is a rich rice growing area. Treelines along the
river and within the hamlets were composed mostly of a species of pine
tree and bamboo which provided the enemy excellent concealment and
ideal locations for his fortifications. Extensive paddy areas pro-
hibited the use of wheeled vehicles and in many cases proved difficult
for tracked ve
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Major Engagements. A summary of engagements involving units of a-­
compaqy size or greater follows. Sketch maps for each action appear 
in enclosure (2). 
(1) ~ Loc (YO 3056So) 25 Jan 68. Co K attacked prior to dawn on a 

narrow front. Rules of engagement applied and 1'Iprepli fires were 
not used.· One platoon moved around to the right flank to block. 
The blocking platoon came under intense close in small arms -fire. 
Tanks reinforced Co K and assisted in evacuation of wounded. Tanks 
exchanged fire at very close range with ene~ anti-tank weapons, 
Despite 5 RPG .. hits, no tanks were lost. Co K withdrew and enemy 
positions ~ere shelled with artillery~ Naval gunfire, and CAS. 
Co K 'assaulted again in the afternoon and waa able to sweep through 
the enemy positions -with little rel>istance as the enemy had wi th­
drawn. The hamlet was occupied and a combat base establishedo 
This site was selected because of its strategic location relative 
to river traffic. 

(2)Lam Xuan (1) (YO 285689) 26 Jan 68. Col assaulted Lam Xuan (east) 
from east to west on the afternoon of 26 Jan 68. Initially there 
was no resistance. As Co I reached the first treeline of the 
hamlet, they came under heavy small arms fire. Snipers opened up 
from the scrub area to the rear of Co lis lines inflicted moderate 
casualties and causing the attack to bog down. Casualties were 
evacuated with the aid of tanks, but only with difficulty. I'he 
attack was discontinued bacause of darkness. 

(3) Lam_Xuan.!2) (YD 2S56S91_2S Jan 68. Co L attacked with ontos and 
two platoons· of !,tailk-s ::in ·-direct stippo'rt. 'Three -taIiKs:were 
knocked out by mines moving into the attack position. Co L made 
contact in the first treelines of the hamlet. The advance was slow 
and deliberate to ensure no enemy was by-passed. During the after­
noon Co K moved up on line and attacked with Co L. As darkness 
approached the enemy began to break. The attack was continued well 
into the night under illumination. This was ,l:.he first time the 
NVA displayed their often repeated tactic of withdrawing at dusk. 

(4) Mal Xa Thi (east) (YO 286612) Jl Jan 68. Co Mmoved into the attack 
position under cover of darkness. Co K moved one platoon down from 
the north to conduct a diversionary attack on the opposite side of 
the hamlet. Surprise waS achiev.ed; however, the enemy rapidly 
adjusted his defenses. Co M attacked throughout the day. A section 
of LVTH-6 vs arrived in direct support of Co M at about 0930H. 
Good progress was made on the left but none on the righto Co I 
moved up by LVT on the left to allow Co M to concentrate on the 
right flank~' Co L moved up to assist Co M and Co 1. Through-
out the operation the enemy delivered effective mortarj artillery~ 
and RR fire from their positions across the river in the western 
part of the hamlet. 
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C. Major Engagements. A summary of engagements involving units of a

company size or greater follows. Sketch maps for each action appear
in enclosure (2)
(1) My Loc (YD 305680) 25 Jan 68. Co K attacked prior to dawn on a

narrow front. Rules of engagement applied and "prep" fires were
not used. One platoon moved around to the right flank to block.
The blocking platoon came under intense close in small arms fire.
Tanks reinforced Co K and assisted in evacuation of wounded. Tanks
exchanged fire at very close range with enemy anti-tank weapons.
Despite 5 RPG hits, no tanks were lost. Co K withdrew and enemy
positions were shelled with artillery, Naval gunfire, and CAS.
Co K 'assaulted again in the afternoon and was able to sweep through
the enemy positions with little resistance as the enemy had with-
drawn. The hamlet was occupied and a combat base established.
This site was selected because of its strategic location relative
to river traffic.

(2) Lam Xuan (1) (YD 285689) 26 Jan 68. Co I assaulted Lam Xuan (east)
from east to west on the afternoon of 26 Jan 68. Initially there
was no resistance. As Co I reached the first treeline of the
hamlet, they came under heavy small arms fire. Snipers opened up
from the scrub area to the rear of Co I's lines inflicted moderate
casualties and causing the attack to bog down. Casualties were
evacuated with the aid of tanks, but only with difficulty. The
attack was discontinued because of darkness.

(3) Lam Xuan (2) (YD 285689) 28 Jan 68. Co L attacked with ontos and
two platoons of tanks in direct support. Three tanks were
knocked out by mines moving into the attack position. Co L made
contact in the first treelines of the hamlet. The advance was slow
and deliberate to ensure no enemy was by-passed. During the after-
noon Co K moved up on line and attacked with Co L. As darkness
approached the enemy began to break. The attack was continued well
into the night under illumination. This was the first time the
NVA displayed their often repeated tactic of withdrawing at dusk.

(4) Mai Xa Thi (east) (YD 286672) 31 Jan 68. Co M moved into the attack
position under cover of darkness. Co K moved one platoon down from
the north to conduct a diversionary attack on the opposite side of
the hamlet. Surprise was achieved; however, the enemy rapidly
adjusted his defenses. Co M attacked throughout the day. A section
of LVTH-6's arrived in direct support of Co M at about 0930H.
Good progress was made on the left but none on the right. Co I
moved up by LVT on the left to allow Co M to concentrate on the
right flank. Co L moved up to assist Co M and Co I. Through-
out the operation the enemy delivered effective mortar, artillery,
and RR fire from their positions across the river in the western
part of the hamlet.
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---'---------.-----=;;-\t dusk the enemy broke. Co M and Co I moved forward continuing 
nm}.l1rfi'ln ~~~~W~\Euv he attack under illumination. Night defensive positions were 
~U~~~ stablished about 2300H. The remainder of the position was oc-

=----------Cupied "the next morning. Among the weapons captured were a 82mm 
mortar and a l2.7mm machine gun. 

(5) Lam Xuan (3) (YO 285689) 2 Feb 68. The third battle at Lam Xuan 
was enemy initiated. Initially Co K occupied a defensive position 
within the hamlet. The company shifted its position 208 meters 
to the East after darkness in response to an intelligence report 
which predicted an attack. The enemy launched his attack from the 
north just before 0400H. Co K LP's gave warning of the enemy's 
approach. An intense mortar barrage fell on Co Kia old position, 
completely missing Co K. All supporting fires and illumination 
were brought to bear on the enemy and his attack became confused 
and stopped short of Co Kis position. Despite heavy losses 9 large 
numbers of the enemy remained close to Co Kis positions after 
daylight. They used positions left over from previous battles. 
Co M with tanks was brought up to assist Co K. It took all day 
to drive the remaining enemy from the hamlet 0 . A hasty body count 
was made and weapons were collected before withdrawing south at 
darkness. 

(6) Vinh Lai (YD 326637) 16 Feb 68. This engagement resulted from 
sweep operations south p! the Cua Viet. After clearing adjacent 
villages Co L encount~red heavy small arms fire as they entered 
Vinh Lai from the north east.; Tanks and ontos were in direct 
support but terrain hindered their effectiveness. Co I moved 
to a position on the west side of the hamlet and was able to 
effectively block the enemy's escape attempts. Supporting arms 
including air were used effectively and by night fall Co L waS 
within the hamlet. Co I with one tank in support killed many of 
the enemy as they tried to flee at dusk. Co I moved into the 
hamlet ana set up a defensive position in conjunction with Co L. 

(7); Le Xu~en (YO 345633) 19 Feb 68. This hamlet had been previously 
swept on 16 Feb. At that time some fortifications had been found 
but the hamlet had not been occupied. Co I was given the mission 
of clearing the hamlet just before dusk prior to establishing a 
Bn night defensive position. The direction of attack was from 
Northeast to Southwest. About midway through the hamlet, Co I 
came under close-in small anns fire. One section of tanks was 
placed in direct support of Co I. The other section was dis­
patched to the southern end of the hamlet to block enemy escape. 
Co I attacked under illumination and pushed through to the south­
ern end of the hamlet. Co L moved up and swept the left side ., 
of the haJDletwhich had not been completely cleared· By OIOOH 
the hamlet waS secured. This yielded two 82mm recoilless guns _."2mm. mortar and seven POW' 6 as well as 19 NVA KIA~ .... 
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At dusk the enemy broke. Co M and Co I moved forward continuing
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the attack under illumination. Night defensive positions were
established about 2300H. The remainder of the position was OC-
cupied the next morning. Among the weapons captured were a 82mm
mortar and a 12.7mm machine gun.

(5) Lam Xuan (3) (YD 285689) 2 Feb 68. The third battle at Lam Xuan
was enemy initiated. Initially Co K occupied a defensive position
within the hamlet. The company shifted its position 200 meters
to the East after darkness in response to an intelligence report
which predicted an attack. The enemy launched his attack from the
north just before 0400H . Co K LP's gave warning of the enemy's
approach. An intense mortar barrage fell on Co K s old position,
completely missing Co K. All supporting fires and illumination
were brought to bear on the enemy and his attack became confused
and stopped short of Co K is position. Despite heavy losses, large
numbers of the enemy remained close to Co K's positions after
daylight. They used positions left over from previous battles.
Co M with tanks was brought up to assist Co K. It took all day
to drive the remaining enemy from the hamlet. A hasty body count
was made and weapons were collected before withdrawing south at
darkness.

(6) Vinh Lai (YD 326637) 16 Feb 68. This engagement resulted from
sweep operations south of the Cua Viet. After clearing adjacent
villages Co L encountered heavy small arms fire as they entered
Vinh Lai from the north east. Tanks and ontos were in direct
support but terrain hindered their effectiveness. Co I moved
to a position on the west side of the hamlet and was able to
effectively block the enemy's escape attempts. Supporting arms
including air were used effectively and by night fall Co L was
within the hamlet. Co I with one tank in support killed many of
the enemy as they tried to flee at dusk. Co I moved into the
hamlet and set up a defensive position in conjunction with Co L.
Le Xuyen (YD 345633) 19 Feb 68. This hamlet had been previously(7):

swept on 16 Feb. At that time some fortifications had been found
but the hamlet had not been occupied. Co I was given the mission
of clearing the hamlet just before dusk prior to establishing a
Bn night defensive position. The direction of attack was from
Northeast to Southwest. About midway through the hamlet, Co I
came under close-in small arms fire. One section of tanks was
placed in direct support of Co I. The other section was dis-
patched to the southern end of the hamlet to block enemy escape.
Co I attacked under illumination and pushed through to the south-
ern end of the hamlet. Co L moved up and swept the left side
of the hamlet which had not been completely cleared By 0100H
the hamlet was secured. This yielded two 82mm recoilless guns

2mm mortar and seven POW's as well as 19 NVA KIA.
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(8) Mai Xa Thi (west) (YO 280667) 1 Mar 68. This was the largest and 

most challenging attack of the operation. The situation was unique 
in that the friendly held attack position was separated from the 
objective by a small river only 40 meters wide. The o~jective had 
been previously bombarded from 2 to 14 Feb in preparation for an 

I
r-----------------~a~~~tack. rhe attack was postponed·due to operations south of the 

[illr:\nrrun ~ @@nrenfE~O vero When operations south of the river were te~inated~. the 
U'\JlWtblnl~~li If U!f; rt of the hamlet to the east of the north~south n ver (Ma~ Xa 

"---------~i east.) was again occupied and the attack by fire continuedo The 
assault ~5 'bi LV'rafter extensive _ preparation byaI-tiUery, 'naval 
gunfire, air, and direct fire from tanks and LVTH-6 v s. Plans 
called for an LVTEto be the first veh;i.c.l~=ash.or..e and to neutra,liz~ 

_~f~Q..e~qb-,-,.gt[" a·,I!~gJiaz.ge_. .':"The=Ll1:.TE, be.came __ st uck¥ mO}"ing. ,int 0 'F ____ 

position and was not used~_ Inspite of a maximum effort to deliver 
- 'all' pOss'iole'-pre15ara:tc)rf'fires, the enemy inflicted heavy _C?JJ_~ _ .Q': 

ualties as Co M left the LVT's. GCif.rpreased't:neattackand sec-
--ured the be,aj:h_ar.e&.o Co I was able to cross the river using a 

partially destroyed bridge and to move up on Co MUs rightj at-­
tacking on line. One section of LVTH-6 us were in direct support 
of Co Mo A section of tanks was in direct support of both Co M 
and Co I. LVTE's with line charges were used to breach enemy 
strong points with excellent results. By-passed enemy snipers 
took a heavy toll and necessitated that Co L follow Co M and Co I 
in trace and mop up by-passed enemy. The attack was continued until 
2100H when a defensive perimeter waS established with about 80 
per cent of the hamlet in friendly hands. A detailed search of the 
hamlet the following day revealed many extensive fortifications~ 
living bunkers, and large stores of ammunition indicating that 
Mai Xa Thi (west) was the center of enemy activity on the north 
bank of the eua Viet. 

d. Su~porting Arms, 
(Ii General. The quality and amount of available fire support was 

outstanding. In addition to BLT 3/1'5 two organic batteries) 
fire support was available from the LVTH~6 company supporting 
the 1st AmTrac Bn1 3d MarDiv artille~~ naval gunfire ships 
and air. Tanks~ ontos and LVTH-6 us delivere~ direct fire in 
close support of attacking infantry. Extensive use of all avail­
able supporting fire made it possible to maintain a favorable 
casualty ratio against,.a determined and well dug-in defender. 
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(8) Mai Xa Thi (west) (YD 280667) 1 Mar 68. This was the largest and
most challenging attack of the operation. The situation was unique
in that the friendly held attack position was separated from the
objective by a small river only 40 meters wide. The objective had
been previously bombarded from 2 to 14 Feb in preparation for an
attack. The attack was postponed due to operations south of the

UNCLASSIFIED
When operations south of the river were terminated, the

part of the hamlet to the east of the north-south river (Mai Xa
Thi east.) was again occupied and the attack by fire continued. The
assault was by LVT after extensive preparation by artillery, naval
gunfire, air, and direct fire from tanks and LVTH-6's. Plans
called for an LVTE to be the first vehicle ashore and to neutralize
the beach with a line charge The LVTE became stuck moving into
position and was not used. Inspite of a maximum effort to deliver
all possible preparatory fires, the enemy inflicted heavy cas-
ualties as Co M left the LVT's. Co M pressed the attack and sec-
ured the beach area. Co I was able to cross the river using a
partially destroyed bridge and to move up on Co M's right, at-
tacking on line. One section of LVTH-6's were in direct support
of Co M. A section of tanks was in direct support of both Co M
and Co I. LVTE's with line charges were used to breach enemy
strong points with excellent results. By-passed enemy snipers
took a heavy toll and necessitated that Co L follow Co M and Co I
in trace and mop up by-passed enemy. The attack was continued until
2100H when a defensive perimeter was established with about 80
per cent of the hamlet in friendly hands. A detailed search of the
hamlet the following day revealed many extensive fortifications,
living bunkers, and large stores of ammunition indicating that
Mai Xa Thi (west) was the center of enemy activity on the north
bank of the Cua Viet.

d. Supporting Arms.
(1) General. The quality and amount of available fire support was

outstanding. In addition to BLT 3/1'S two organic batteries,
fire support was available from the LVTH-6 company supporting
the 1st AmTrac Bn, 3d MarDiv artillery, naval gunfire ships
and air. Tanks, ontos and LVTH-6's delivered direct fire in
close support of attacking infantry. Extensive use of all avail-
able supporting fire made it possible to maintain a favorable
casualty ratio against a determined and well dug-in defender.
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(2) ArtilleEl' Artillery support consisted of 432 observed fire 

missions, 3 TOTs and numerous battery, one H&Ius and other 
----- ~"bSerVed missions. An approximate total of 20~OOO rounds 

\ 
nn~(rUn ~$$llW~~W ~ 6000 rounds 107mm, and 300 rounds l55mm and 8" were 
\llJUXlU:Dlb '. ended., The heavy schedule of H&I fires was delivered on 
L-----~-------~as of known enemy activity and in response to intelligencl 

infonnation passed from higher echelons. Close-in missions 
were fired as close as 50 to 100 meters in front of advancing 
infantry units and were instrumental in weakening enemy resist­
ance. Firing units were cooperative and responsive. Comm­
unication difficulties were minimal. Overall, artillery sup­
port was utilized to its maximum with excellent results. 

0) Naval Gunfire. NGF '''as used extensively in support of BLT 3/1 

(4) 

'during the operation. A total of 14 different ships was used l 
for close supporting, counterbattery, saturation, and H&r' type 
missions. 
NGF ships delivered 1,170 rounds of close supporting fires 
during the actions Lam luan (2) and Lam luan (3). The attack 
by fire of Mai Ia Thi (west) from 4 Feb 6$ to 14 Feb 68 was 
supported with 5,363 rounds of NGF. When the bombardment of 
Mai Xa Thi (west) was continued frcm 26 Feb 68 through the attack 
of 1 Mar 68 NGF added an additional 2,161. rounds. White phOs::­
rO~3 proved especially effective for producing fires to burn 
the cover from enemy positions. 
In total, about 13,400 rounds of NGF were expended in support 
of BLT 3/1 during this operational peri~d. In addition NGF 
units under control of Third Marine Division provided suppressive 
fire against enemy artillery batteries whenever the BLT received 
incoming rounds. Good availability of ships and ammunition 
enabled NGF to provide a valuable service in conjunction with 
the BLTis organic supporting arms. 
Air Sup:gort. 
raJ QA§0 BLT 3/1 used 42 two-plane flights consisting of 

Marine A-4 i s, A-6 l s, F-4B i s and F-8 i s; Navy A-4 i s and 
Air Force F-4CI s. The'se planes dropped 471 250 lb bombs J> 

152 500 lb bombs, 1 2,000 bomb, 140 500 Ib napalm tanks, 
and expended thousands of 20mm rounds, and several hundred 
2075 inch rockets. Reported battle damage was 75 structures 
destroyed, 400 meters of trench line damaged j 20 bunkers 
destroyed, 11 secondary explosions, 28 NVA KIA confirmed 
and 11 NVA KIA probable. The amount of CAS available was 
adequate considering that prevailing bad weather prevented 
CAS on most days. On occasions when weather permitted use 
of CAS, its effectiveness was minimized by a failure to 

1J::::J_ere to schedule and the inability of the DASC to predict 
, "'~e time of arrival on station. 
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(2) Artillery. Artillery support consisted of 432 observed fire
missions, 3 TOTs and numerous battery, one H&I's and other
unabserved missions. An approximate total of 20,000 rounds

UNCLASSIFI
05mm, 6000 rounds 107mm, and 300 rounds 155mm and 8" were

expended. The heavy schedule of H&I fires was delivered on
areas of known enemy activity and in response to intelligence
information passed from higher echelons. Close-in missions
were fired as close as 50 to 100 meters in front of advancing
infantry units and were instrumental in weakening enemy resist-
ance. Firing units were cooperative and responsive. Comm-
unication difficulties were minimal. Overall, artillery sup-
port was utilized to its maximum with excellent results.

(3) Naval Gunfire. NGF was used extensively in support of BLT 3/1
during the operation. A total of 14 different ships was used
for close supporting, counterbattery, saturation, and H&I type
missions.
NGF ships delivered 1,170 rounds of close supporting fires
during the actions Lam Xuan (2) and Lam Xuan (3). The attack
by fire of Mai Xa Thi (west) from 4 Feb 68 to 14 Feb 68 was
supported with 5,363 rounds of NGF. When the bombardment of
Mai Xa Thi (west) was continued from 26 Feb 68 through the attack
of 1 Mar 68 NGF added an additional 2,164 rounds. White phos-
rous proved especially effective for producing fires to burn
the cover from enemy positions.
In total, about 13,400 rounds of NGF were expended in support
of BLT 3/1 during this operational period. In addition NGF
units under control of Third Marine Division provided suppressive
fire against enemy artillery batteries whenever the BLT received
incoming rounds. Good availability of ships and ammunition
enabled NGF to provide a valuable service in conjunction with
the BLT's organic supporting arms.

(4) Air Support.
(a) CAS. BLT 3/1 used 42 two-plane flights consisting of

Marine A-4's, A-6's, F-4B's and F-8's; Navy A-4 S and
Air Force F-4C's. These planes dropped 471 250 1b bombs,
152 500 lb bombs, 1 2,000 bomb, 140 500 lb napalm tanks,
and expended thousands of 20mm rounds, and several hundred
2.75 inch rockets. Reported battle damage was 75 structures
destroyed, 400 meters of trench line damaged, 20 bunkers
destroyed, 11 secondary explosions, 28 NVA KIA confirmed
and 11 NVA KIA probable. The amount of CAS available was
adequate considering that prevailing bad weather prevented
CAS on most days. On occasions when weather permitted use
of CAS, its effectiveness was minimized by a failure to
there to schedule and the inability of the DASC to predict

the time of arrival on station.

10

UNGLASS

DECLASSIFIED



e. 

DECLASSIFIED ,. 
For this reason CAS was reduced to the roll of a supple­
mental supporting arm, to be used wh~n available~ but not 
to be depended upon. Once cloae:-. support ai.rcraft arrived 
and established communications with ground/air controllers~ 
their performance was excellent providing accurate and 
effective close support for ground troops. 

(b) TPQ-IO's. Extensive use waS made of TPQ-IO directed air­
craft for dropping bombs on suspected enemy locations and 
supply routes. Some difficulty was encountered on several 
occasions when bombs were dropped off target endangering 
friendly troops. 

(c) Flareships. Flareships were used on several occasions to 
support attacks continuing past dark. Some difficulty was 
encountered because DASC was unable to predict when the 
aircraft would arrive on station. After adjusting the 
flares on target illumination was outstanding. 

(d) ~. BLT 3/1 had the services of AQDa in 0-1; 0-2 and 
UH-LE aircraft. 0-1 and J-2 aircraft proved more satis­
factory due to their greater endurance on station and better 
availability from incountry sources. 

(e) Medevac u s. W.fl{ 165 provided helicopters for medevaca until the ARG 
departed on 18 Febd,96a., The medevac flights provided ex-
cellent support often flying into "hot 11 LZ' s and flying while 
the 'l'leather was below minimum flY'ing conditions. 

LOfistics 
(1 The LSA was established aboard the LPH-a on D-Day and remained 

aboard until 2 Feb 68 at which time it was transferred to Dong Ha 
for a two day period. The LSA was reestablished aboard LPH-8 on 
4 Feb 68 remaining so through 16 Feb 68. Moving ashore on 16 Feb 
68 the LSA was established with one detachment at Dong Ha Combat 
Baae and one detachment at 1st AmTrac Bn Combat Base. The LSA 
remained in these positions through the end of the reported period. 

(2) HMM-165 provided helicopters for resupplY' from 23 Jan 68 through 
16 Feb 68. After this period resupplY' was staged at Dong Ha 
Combat Base and moved to 1st AmTrac Bn Combat Base by LCM for dis­
tribution to BLT units by LVTP-5. 

(3) The major problem encountered during the reported period was th~ 
non ~yai~!>i1ij:.l.2.L9...~tain~Cla.l>.~_!eSu2p.lY' __ it~~ such as 81mm -'-:: .. -_O~ at Dong Ha Combat Base during the period 2-4 Feb 68. 
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For this reason CAS was reduced to the roll of a supple-
mental supporting arm, to be used when available, but not
to be depended upon. Once close support aircraft arrived

UNCLASSIFIED and established communications with ground/air controllers,
their performance was excellent providing accurate and
effective close support for ground troops.

(b) TPQ-10's. Extensive use was made of TPQ-10 directed air-
craft for dropping bombs on suspected enemy locations and
supply routes. Some difficulty was encountered on several
occasions when bombs were dropped off target endangering
friendly troops.

(c) Flareships. Flareships were used on several occasions to
support attacks continuing past dark. Some difficulty was
encountered because DASC was unable to predict when the
aircraft would arrive on station. After adjusting the
flares on target illumination was outstanding.

(d) AO's. BLT 3/1 had the services of AO's in 0-1, 0-2 and
UH-1E aircraft. 0-1 and 0-2 aircraft proved more satis-
factory due to their greater endurance on station and better
availability from incountry sources.

(e) Medevac's. HMM 165 provided helicopters for medevacs until the ARG
departed on 18 Feb 1968. The medevac flights provided ex-
cellent support often flying into "hot" LZ's and flying while
the weather was below minimum flying conditions.

e. Logistics
(1) The LSA was established aboard the LPH-8 on D-Day and remained

aboard until 2 Feb 68 at which time it was transferred to Dong Ha
for a two day period. The LSA was reestablished aboard LPH-8 on
4 Feb 68 remaining so through 16 Feb 68. Moving ashore on 16 Feb
68 the LSA was established with one detachment at Dong Ha Combat
Base and one detachment at 1st AmTrac Bn Combat Base. The LSA
remained in these positions through the end of the reported period.

(2) HMM-165 provided helicopters for resupply from 23 Jan 68 through
16 Feb 68. After this period resupply was staged at Dong Ha
Combat Base and moved to 1st AmTrac Bn Combat Base by LCM for dis-
tribution to BLT units by LVTP-5.

(3) The major problem encountered during the reported period was the
non availability of certain-Class V resupply items, such as 81mm
ammo, at Dong Ha Combat Base during the period 2-4 Feb 68.
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f. ~unications. Communications were very good. Some minor problems 
were encountered with mutual interference$ but frequency changes 
usually solved them. Use of the lI.VTP-5' (C) vlasbene!iCial froll). a comm­
unications point of view. Although power dii'ficulty precluded con­
stant use of the command tractor's radios$ the tractor provided a 
dry communications center and excellent antennas for the PRC-25 radios. 

8. Results 
a. Friendly 

(1) Uffi~C Casualties BADGER CATCH SALINE NAPOLEON-SALINE ~ 
(a) Enlisted 

KIA: 4 46 26 7~ 
WIA: IS 279 97 394 
MIA: 0 0 0 0 

(b) Officer' 
KIA: 0 3 1 4 

.·WIA: 2 10 9 21 
MIA: 0 0 0 0 

(2) USN Casualties 
(a) Enlisted 

KIA: 1 5 2 8 
WIA: 0 16 6 22 
MIA: 0 0 0 0 

(b) Officer: None 
(3) Equipment Damage 

(a) Tanks: 4 damaged--AT mineso 
1 damaged--Enemy AT fires. 
1 submerged and aestroyed during combat operations. 

(b) LVTP-5: 2 destroyed--AT mines. 
1 damaged--AT mine. 
1 darnaged--AT fires. (c) LVTH-6: 

(d) LVTE': 1 damaged--AT mine. 
b. Enemy 

(1) Enemy Casualties 
NYA KIA: 
NVA'POW: 

VCS: 
(2) Weapons Captured 

(a) AK-47 rifles: 
(b) SKS carbines: 
(c) RPD light MG: 
(d) RPG-2 rocket 

launchers: 
RPG-7 rocket 
launchers: 

20 366 
1 21 
2 21 

1 45 
0 16 
P 6 

0 8 

1 3 
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126 
4 
0 

18 
12 

9 

3 

2 

512 
26 
23 

64 
28 
15 
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f. Communications. Communications were very good. Some minor problems
were encountered with mutual interference, but frequency changes
usually solved them. Use of the LVTP-5 (c) was beneficial from a comm-
unications point of view. Although power difficulty precluded con-
stant use of the command tractor's radios, the tractor provided a
dry communications center and excellent antennas for the PRC-25 radios.

8. Results
a. Friendly

(1) USMC Casualties BADGER CATCH SALINE NAPOLEON-SALINE TOTAL
(a) Enlisted

7626464KIA:
27918 97 394WIA:

o oMIA: oo
(b) Officer

1o 43KIA:
10 2192--WIA:

oo0 oMIA:
(2) USN Casualties

(a) Enlisted
1 5KIA: 2 8

616 22oWIA:
0 0 O0MIA:

(b) Officer: None
(3) Equipment Damage

(a) Tanks: 4 damaged--AT mines.
1 damaged--Enemy AT fires.
1 submerged and destroyed during combat operations.

(b) LVTP-5: 2 destroyed--AT mines.
1 damaged--AT mine.

(c) LVTH-6: 1 damaged--AT fires.
(d) LVTE : 1 damaged--AT mine.

b. Enemy
(1) Enemy Casualties

366 126 512NVA KIA: 20
264211NVA POW:

o2 21 23VCS:
(2) Weapons Captured

(a) AK-47 rifles: 6418451
(b) SKS carbines: 16 2812o

6(c) RPD light MG: 1590
(d) RPG-2 rocket v

11launchers: 8o 3
(e) RPG-7 rocket

6launchers: 31 2
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(f) . SGS4i:3:::~;7~~t,'2"'M(l-
plus 2 barrels: 0 :3 1 4 

(g) RP-46 company 
MG's: 0 2 0 2 

(h) 82mm recoilless 
guns: 0 2 0 2 

(i) 82mrn mortars: 0 2 0 2 
(j) 60mm mortars 

(U.S. type): 0 2 0 2 
(k) 75mm recoilless 

gun: 0 0 1 1 
(1) 12.?mm (DSHK) 

heavy MG, AA 
mounts, tripods, 
2 barrels: 0 1 0 1 

(m) U.S. M-l carbine: 0 0 1 1 
(3) Grenac:es Captured 

(a) grenades g "chi com": 9 407 ll9 535 
(b) grenades, M-26: 0 22 0 22 
(e) grenades, Soviet 

frag: 8 8 0 16 
(d) rifle grenade kits: 0 0 6 6 

(4) Mines and Explosives Captured 
(a) claymore mines, 

"chi com": 2. 4 5 11 
(b) claymore, U"S.: 0 2. 0 2 
(e) satchel charges: 0 4 0 4 
(d) AT mines: 0 10 3 13 
(e) "bangalore tor-:-

pedoes I~ bamboo): 0 4 0 4 
( 5) Ammunition (by-rounds), ~s Masks and Miscellaneous Equipment 

C4ptured' 
(a) ts.arJIn mortar: 416 (1) NVA gas masks: 159 
(b) 60rron mortar: 227 em) U.S. gas masks: 4 
(c) S2mm recoillees: 18 (n) VC gas masks: 33 
(d) 75rnm recoilless: 83 (0) Field radios: 3 
(e) 57mm recoilless: 4 (p) I • Field phones: 2 
(f) RPG-7: 44 (q) AK-47 magazines: 246 
(g) BPG-2: 78 (r) Keying device: 1 
(h) l2.7mm/50 cal: 6,450 (s) Large boxes of medical, supplies: 3 
(1) 7.62mm: 45,902 (t) $2mm mortar wrenches: 10 
(j) 30 cal carbine: 120 (u) 60mm mortar Sights with tripods 
(k) 38 cal: 84 ~nd base plates: 2 

(v) Assorted documents and 782, gear .... 13 -
~:.-''';-''="':;~~-~~=~-

l~~~W~~~IDl 
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BADGER CATCH SALINE NAPOLEON-SALINE TOTAL

(f) SG-43 7.62 MG
3 41Oplus 2 barrels:

(g) RP-46 company
0 20 2MG's:

(h) 82mm recoilless
o 2o 2guns:

(i) 82mm mortars: 0 02 2
(j) 60mm mortars

(U.S. type): 00 22
(k) 75mm recoilless

o 1 1Ogun:
(1) 12.7mm (DSHK)

heavy MG, AA
mounts, tripods,

112 barrels: OO
(m) U.S. M-1 carbine: 10 10

(3) Grenades Captured
(a) grenades, "chi com": 1199 407 535
(b) grenades, M-26: 220 022
(c) grenades, Soviet

168 08frag:
(d) rifle grenade kits: 6600

(4) Mines and Explosives Captured
(a) claymore mines,

4 1152"chi com":

(b) claymore, U.S.: oo 2 2
(c) satchel charges: 0O 4 4
(d) AT mines: 13O 10 3
(e) "bangalore tor-

pedoes 1( bamboo) : 40 o 4
(5) Ammunition (by rounds), Gas Masks and Miscellaneous Equipment

Captured
416 (1) NVA gas masks: 159(a) 82mm mortar:
227 (m) U.S. gas masks: 4(b) 60mm mortar:
18 (n) VC gas masks: 33(c) 82mm recoilless:
83 (o) Field radios: 3(d) 75mm recoilless:
4 (p) Field phones:(e) 57mm recoilless: 2

44 (q) AK-47 magazines: 246(f) RPG-7:
78 (r) Keying device: 1(g) RPG-2:

(s) Large boxes of medical supplies:(h) 12.7mm/50 cal: 6,450 3
(t) 82mm mortar wrenches: 10(i) 7.62mm: 45,902
(u) 60mm mortar sights with tripods(j) 30 cal carbine: 120

(k) 38 cal: and base plates: 284
(v) Assorted documents and 782 gear
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Commander's Analysis 
a 0 Cloae Air Support 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
(if Close air support was not available during most of the operation 

because of bad weather. When it was available, its effective­
ness was greatly reduced due to the failure of scheduled air 
support to arrive on station as scheduled, and the inability of 
DASC to predict the arrival of on-call air after it was calledo 
Close air support is a primary supporting weapon and must be in­
tegrated with other suppOrting fires. When air is unreliable as 
it was on this operation, -tIle fire plans can ,not:.,Qe followed. 
Critical gaps appear in-supporting fires that should be continuous 
and result 'in unnecessary and cost~y-delays. 

(2) When targets of opportunity arose and air was called, the pre­
diction as to when it would arrive on station was UBually grossly 
inaccurate. -Decisions made based on expected arri~al of CAS were 
nullified because the air feiiled to arrive as predicted. The: 
unreliability of CAS was not confined to lateness. On occasions 
the DASC would report that CAS would not arrive for a long period 
of time. Plans would be made accordingly only to be nullified 
when the aircraft would suddenly appear, far ahead of schedule. 

(3) The difficulties of scheduling CAS and the many unpredictable 
facets of aircraft operation are well known. However~ the con­
sistency with which CAS failed to meet schedules during this 
operation would indicate some improvement must be made if CAS is 
to be relied upon as a primary supporting arm. 

b. Fires from Friendly River Craft 
During the later stages of the operation, Navy landing craft carrying 
supplies from the mouth of the Cua Viet River to Dong Ha Combat Base 
were taken under mortar and 12.7mm fire from the enemy positions along 
the banks of the Cua Viet. Return fire from the boats waS indiscrim­
inate and indangered BLT 3/1 troops 0 Repeated efforts to correct this 
situation were to no a.vail a.s the Navy a.gency controlling the boa.t 
traffic insisted on returning fire and was apparently unp.ble to suff­
iciently control boat firing to prevent their firing at friendly pos­
it:ions. BLT -3/1 was subjected to river boat firing'daily which was 
extremely bad for morale and quite unnecessary" Even on the last days 
of the operation after enemy resistance along the river banks had 
been overcome, the boats were still firing into BLT positions. 

c. l!.!ilicopter Support 
H}IM 165 provided outstanding helicopter support during the period in 
which helicopters Were available. rhe sg~~ons policy of tree-top 
flJ3:ng,J'!.~id~ for the BLT. Low flying re _ !J:c_~~3hU"im~~~-r l~rrig 
and take off anaminimizedthe'duration of check fires. This policy-~ 
also prevented long range enemy observation of landing zones and min­
imized the instances when 'long range artillery fires ~~re brought to 
"tIJi_he landing zones. ' 
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9. Commander's Analysis
a. Close Air Support

(1) Close air support was not available during most of the operation
because of bad weather. When it was available, its effective-
ness was greatly reduced due to the failure of scheduled air
support to arrive on station as scheduled, and the inability of
DASC to predict the arrival of on call air after it was called.
Close air support is a primary supporting weapon and must be in-
tegrated with other supporting fires. When air is unreliable as
it was on this operation, the fire plans can not be followed.
Critical gaps appear in supporting fires that should be continuous
and result in unnecessary and costly delays.

(2) When targets of opportunity arose and air was called, the pre-
diction as to when it would arrive on station was usually grossly
inaccurate. Decisions made based on expected arrival of CAS were
nullified because the air failed to arrive as predicted. The
unreliability of CAS was not confined to lateness. On occasions
the DASC would report that CAS would not arrive for a long period
of time. Plans would be made accordingly only to be nullified
when the aircraft would suddenly appear, far ahead of schedule.

(3) The difficulties of scheduling CAS and the many unpredictable
facets of aircraft operation are well known. However, the con-
sistency with which CAS failed to meet schedules during this
operation would indicate some improvement must be made if CAS is
to be relied upon as a primary supporting arm.

b. Fires from Friendly River Craft
During the later stages of the operation, Navy landing craft carrying
supplies from the mouth of the Cua Viet River to Dong Ha Combat Base
were taken under mortar and 2.7mm fire from the enemy positions along
the banks of the Cua Viet. Return fire from the boats was indiscrim-
inate and indangered BLT 3/1 troops. Repeated efforts to correct this
situation were to no avail as the Navy agency controlling the boat
traffic insisted on returning fire and was apparently unable to suff-
iciently control boat firing to prevent their firing at friendly pos-
itions. BLT 3/1 was subjected to river boat firing daily which was
extremely bad for morale and quite unnecessary. Even on the last days
of the operation after enemy resistance along the river banks had
been overcome, the boats were still firing into BLT positions.

C. Helicopter Support
HMM 165 provided outstanding helicopter support during the period in
which helicopters were available. The squadrons policy of tree-top
flying was ideal for the BLT. Low flying reduced the time for landing
and take off and minimized the duration of check fires. This policy
also prevented long range enemy observation of landing zones and min-
imized the instances when long range artillery fires were brought to

the landing zones.
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d. Use-d'I' e LVTP-2 

11) LVT's proved invaluable in providing combat support. From 16 Feb­
ruary to the end of the operation helic,Qpters were not available 
and the BL! LV'!' Platoon'With augmeIitat10n from the 1St JUnTrae Bn 
carried the entire load. In addition to tactical movement of 
troops and daily resupply of class I, LVT1s were used as mobile 
ammunition dumps, carr.ying extra 90mm~ l06mm and 8lmm ammunition, 
and an extra basic allowance of ammunition for a rifle company. 
After the attack on Vinh Lai of 16 Februarys the BLT was able 
to continue oper~tions by using the mobile loadeq ~unition re= 
supply. Mechanical difficulties in the BLT LVT Platoon were kept 
to a minimum by constant preventive maintanance performed in the 
field. I~ spite of extremely: difficult terrain j instances of 

Lbogging down ~ere ~are_~nd d~~_~~r~~;~9~~.~ns. In addition 
££: resuppl;y:, LVT I S ev~l~_d casualties on humerous occ.§:sions 
and undoubtedly saved lives. • 

(2) The-versa-rrr~oepend.ibi·li ty of the LVTP-5' was complimented 
by the enthusiasm and professionalism of the crews which never 
wavered through many tiresome and dangerous assigr:,ments. 

Lessons Learned . . , ' 
a~ .Q,se of LVTH-6. The LVTR~6 was found to be an effective substitute for' { II 

delivering direct fires in areas where water barriers preclud€d ta:ilk I. ~ 
use. The l05rnrr.. ilowif. .. :.,ras more effective than the 90mrn gun for re';;' 
ducing dirt and log fortifications and "fighting holes. Care must be 
ex~ed to protect the LVTH-6 from close in anti-tank fires. The 
thin ;podyand hignsIlfiouette make it an easy. target. Another factor 
increasing ~ts vulnerability is the necessity to turn the turret. to. 
the side for maximum depression thereby exposing the side of-rne-~ 
htcl:e-to-the-ernemy-;------·--·--.--- --.--- --. 

b~ Use of Direct Fire Weapons. The use of direct fire from tanks, ontos 
and LVTH-6u s is essential if casualties are to be kept at a minimum. 
The fire power, armor, and better trafficability make tanks superior 
to ontos and LVTH-6 t s. 'BLT 3/1 found that tanks can be used effect- \ 
ively ~n generally unfavorable terra~r()Vide~areruI reconnalS- . 
s nc 's made and due care ercised by tank crews. The psychological 
effect of attacking armor was sign~ ~can. It was noted that despite 
high exposure to the enemy's anti-tank weapons j no tanks were knocked 
out by enemy fire. A high rate of ordilance,:expenditure by,the'tanks 
and close cooperation with protecting infantry were contributing 
factors in avoiding enemy AT fire. The l06mm REP round of the ontos 
is extremely effective. However, its inferior trafficabilityj small 
ammunition capacity and lack of·armor detract from its usefulness as 
a direct support weapon. 
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d. Use of the LVTP-5

(1) LVT's proved invaluable in providing combat support. From 16 Feb-
ruary to the end of the operation helicopters were not available
and the BLT LVT Platoon with augmentation from the 1st AmTrac Bn
carried the entire load. In addition to tactical movement of
troops and daily resupply of class I, LVT's were used as mobile
ammunition dumps, carrying extra 90mm, 106mm and 81mm ammunition,
and an extra basic allowance of ammunition for a rifle company.
After the attack on Vinh Lai of 16 February, the BLT was able
to continue operations by using the mobile loaded ammunition re-

supply. Mechanical difficulties in the BLT LVT Platoon were kept
to a minimum by constant preventive maintanance performed in the
field. In spite of extremely difficult terrain, instances of
bogging down were rare and did not affect operations. In addition
to resupply, LVT's evacuated casualties on numerous occasions
and undoubtedly saved lives.

(2) Theversatility and dependability of the LVTP-5 was complimented
by the enthusiasm and professionalism of the crews which never
wavered through many tiresome and dangerous assignments.

10. Lessons Learned
a. Use of LVTH-6. The LVTH-6 was found to be an effective substitute for

delivering direct fires in areas where water barriers precluded tank
use. The 105mm howitzer was more effective than the 90mm gun for re-
ducing dirt and log fortifications and fighting holes. Care must be
exercised to protect the LVTH-6 from close in anti-tank fires. The
thin body and high silhouette make it an easy target. Another factor
increasing its vulnerability is the necessity to turn the turret to
the side for maximum depression thereby exposing the side of the ve-
hicle to the enemy.
Use of Direct Fire Weapons. The use of direct fire from tanks, ontosb.
and LVTH-6's is essential if casualties are to be kept at a minimum.
The fire power, armor, and better trafficability make tanks superior
to ontos and LVTH-6 S. BLT 3/1 found that tanks can be used effect-
ively in generally unfavorable terrain provided a careful reconnais-
sance is made and due care exercised by tank crews. The psychological
effect of attacking armor was significant. It was noted that despite
high exposure to the enemy's anti-tank weapons, no tanks were knocked
out by enemy fire. A high rate of ordnance expenditure by the tanks
and close cooperation with protecting infantry were contributing
factors in avoiding enemy AT fire. The 106mm HEP round of the ontos
is extremely effective. However, its inferior trafficability, small
ammunition capacity and lack of armor detract from its usefulness as
a direct support weapon.
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c. ~ of the Tank Xenon Search Light. The visible light 

Xenon light proved valuable when attacking under illumination. The 
light was used to mark nanks, maintain orientation for attacking units 
and to illuminate areas,of suspected enemw activit70 

d. Stereot.yp!:d NVA Tactics 0 Except for his one attackj the enemyi s 
tactics always followed the same gattern. He established a well cam­
ouflagedand well constructed', 360 defensive perimeter within a hamlet. 
He held his fire until friendiy units were extremely close 0 He fought 
tenaciously and skillfully during daylight hours neither retreating 
or surrendering 0 At nightfall he would withdraw and if closely pursued 
leave his dead and equipment. Success was amplified during the latter 
stages of the operations by anticipating their tactics and taking 

'appropriate countermeasures. 
e. ~k of Intelligence. Despite extensive use of the reconnaissance 

platoon:i air observation, and reliable intelligence reports from higher 
echelons, BLT 3/1 was not able to ascertain when the enemy': occupied a_ 

---:;-gi ven area ~r~~_~~~~. 5_?~g,-~~ . oe. c_uP~~r~ ,~~ t.h~ enemy .~ere~_~:- ~ 
sumed to be defenaed and were all attacked rather than occupied. This 
practi-c"e<fonsumecr-t:iiie' ana 'resources but prevented thekiri.(f-of-s~rprise 
encounters which had been costly on previous operations. 

f 0 Effect of Indirect Fires. Despi,te large volume and good coverage~ 
indirect fires were relatively1neffective in reducing the enemyOs 
defensive positiops. His positions are well constructed and only sub­
jec,t to damage from direct hits. Du:nng actual fire fights he =hs us­
uaJ.ly not subject to friendly mortar and artillery fires beca1.lse of 
the closeness of contact. Friendly units should assume minimum effect 
from preparato~ fires in planning and decision making. 

g. ~~ecti veness of Enemy Weapons 0 The en.t!!!!lY° s be st weapons were his 
individual weapons, machine guns, grenades~ and mortars. In most cases 
mortars were used at ranges less than 1000 meters and were accurate 
and effective--particularly the $2mm~ The enemyU S AT fires were very 
poor 0 Despite his many AT weapons and large number of targets available 
only one vehicle was knocked out by AT fires and it was not seriously 
d~nagedo As usual A~ mines were highl~ effecti~e~AP minef and sur­
prise exp1<Osive devices were not use~. The enemya s artillery fires 
were poorly adjusted and the blast effect of most of the rounds en,­
countered was relatively small. 

h. bYTE with Line Charge" During the assault on Mai Xa Thi (west) on 
1 Mar 68~ three li~ charges were fired with excellent effect~ In 
all three instances the charges were used to neutralize areas where 
attacking troops were pinned down. Troops reported that enemy not 
actually wounded by the charges gave up their posUions and became 
easy targets. The LVTE ia.' ,vulrterable to AT fires and slow' to' man':';; 
euver. Care must be exercised to ensure that friendly troops are 
oktside the danger areao If properly used the iVTE can be decisive -
it~~Wtack of fortified areas.r=-=e=---==~=_'~",c:.., 

. I~ Ull\[~~~~W~1i~'?J.' .. 
;;;:::::= 
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C. Use of the Tank Xenon Search Light. The visible light feature of the
Xenon light proved valuable when attacking under illumination. The
light was used to mark flanks, maintain orientation for attacking units
and to illuminate areas of suspected enemy activity.
Stereotyped NVA Tactics. Except for his one attack, the enemy'sd.
tactics always followed the same pattern. He established a well cam-
ouflaged and well constructed 360 defensive perimeter within a hamlet.
He held his fire until friendly units were extremely close. He fought
tenaciously and skillfully during daylight hours neither retreating
or surrendering. At nightfall he would withdraw and if closely pursued
leave his dead and equipment. Success was amplified during the latter
stages of the operations by anticipating their tactics and taking
appropriate countermeasures.

e. Lack of Intelligence. Despite extensive use of the reconnaissance
platoon, air observation, and reliable intelligence reports from higher
echelons, BLT 3/1 was not able to ascertain when the enemy occupied a
given area. All areas that could be occupied by the enemy were as-
sumed to be defended and were all attacked rather than occupied. This
practice consumed time and resources but prevented the kind of surprise
encounters which had been costly on previous operations.

f. Effect of Indirect Fires. Despite large volume and good coverage,
indirect fires were relatively ineffective in reducing the enemy's
defensive positions. His positions are well constructed and only sub-
ject to damage from direct hits. During actual fire fights he is us-

ually not subject to friendly mortar and artillery fires because of
the closeness of contact. Friendly units should assume minimum effect
from preparatory fires in planning and decision making.

g. Effectiveness of Enemy Weapons. The enemy's best weapons were his
individual weapons, machine guns, grenades, and mortars. In most cases
mortars were used at ranges less than 1000 meters and were accurate
and effective--particularly the 82mm. The enemy's AT fires were very
poor. Despite his many AT weapons and large number of targets available
only one vehicle was knocked out by AT fires and it was not seriously
damaged. As usual AT mines were highly effective AP mines and sur-
prise explosive devices were not used. The enemy's artillery fires
were poorly adjusted and the blast effect of most of the rounds en-
countered was relatively small.
LVTE with Line Charge During the assault on Mai Xa Thi (west) onh.
1 Mar 68, three line charges were fired with excellent effect. In
all three instances the charges were used to neutralize areas where
attacking troops were pinned down. Troops reported that enemy not
actually wounded by the charges gave up their positions and became
easy targets. The LVTE is vulnerable to AT fires and slow to man-
euver. Care must be exercised to ensure that friendly troops are
outside the danger area. If properly used the LVTE can be decisive
in the attack of fortified areas.
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5-2 Recommendations for Future 0 erations. 
1 The intelligence effort was seriously hampered by the lack of a 

competent interpreter attached directly to the BLT. The local 
exploitation of POWls was satisfactory only on those occasions 
when direct interrogation was accomplished in the field using 
a tlborrowed" interpretor. 

(2) An interrogator/translator team attached to and working directly 
with the BLT in the field would have reduced considererably the 
time and effort involved in processing and evaluating the largt· 
quantities of captured documents taken throughout the operation. 

-{3) The "beach jumper" teams used in psychological operations were 
largely ineffective due to the constantly changing tactical 
situation. It is recommended that in fu.ture operations ashore, 
the IIpsyopsll team remain aboard ship "on call" to the BLT. 
When it is apparent that the BLT will be in static positions for 
a number of days and a target for ":psyoP$!fI exists, the BLT will 
initiate a request for the teams. 

'(4) The Provisional Reconnaissance Unit (PRU) personnel attached to 
the BLT during the early phases of the operation were of little 
value. It is recommended that PRUis not be attached to the BLT 
for future operations ashore. 

(5) The handling of POWls, captured weapons and equipment, and the 
prompt forwarding of captured documents to the intelligence 
sectioh was outstanding throughout the operation, reflecting 
the efforts of the small unit leaders and individual Marines~ 
Several days prior to this operation, classes on the handling 
of POWis and captured material had been conducted aboard ship 
by the S-2 section on the platoon level. It is recommended that 
whenever possible in the period between operations ashore, 
similar classes be included on the shipboard training schedule 
to be conducted by 3-2 personnel. 

(6) Thrust points were changed four times during the operation~ 
once due to a suspected compromise and the remainder of the 
times due to length of time they had been in use. The diffi­
culty in disseminating new thrust points to widely separated 
supporting units is apparent. Therefore, it is recommended that 
intelligence estimates for future operations include three 
alternate sets of thrust points, the changeover could then be 
effected by a simple message informing unit leaders to switch 
to an alternate set at a given time. _~ _ 

~CQUOWN 

17 ---===-=~~=== _=~c~ 

Copy to: CO, 3d Marines 
CO, 1st AmTrac Bn \®OOM.l~J 
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i. S-2 Recommendations for Future Operations.
(1) The intelligence effort was seriously hampered by the lack of a

competent interpreter attached directly to the BLT. The local
exploitation of POW was satisfactory only on those occasions
when direct interrogation was accomplished in the field using
a "borrowed" interpretor.

(2) An interrogator/translator team attached to and working directly
with the BLT in the field would have reduced considererably the
time and effort involved in processing and evaluating the large
quantities of captured documents taken throughout the operation.

(3) The "beach jumper" teams used in psychological operations were
largely ineffective due to the constantly changing tactical
situation. It is recommended that in future operations ashore,
the "psyops" team remain aboard ship "on call" to the BLT.
When it is apparent that the BLT will be in static positions for
a number of days and a target for "psyops exists, the BLT will
initiate a request for the teams.
The Provisional Reconnaissance Unit (PRU) personnel attached to(4)
the BLT during the early phases of the operation were of little
value. It is recommended that PRU's not be attached to the BLT
for future operations ashore.

(5) The handling of POW's, captured weapons and equipment, and the
prompt forwarding of captured documents to the intelligence
section was outstanding throughout the operation, reflecting
the efforts of the small unit leaders and individual Marines.
Several days prior to this operation, classes on the handling
of POW's and captured material had been conducted aboard ship
by the S-2 section on the platoon level. It is recommended that
whenever possible in the period between operations ashore,
similar classes be included on the shipboard training schedule
to be conducted by S-2 personnel.

(6) Thrust points were changed four times during the operation,
once due to a suspected compromise and the remainder of the
times due to length of time they had been in use. The diffi-
culty in disseminating new thrust points to widely separated
supporting units is apparent. Therefore, it is recommended that
intelligence estimates for future operations include three
alternate sets of thrust points, the changeover could then be
effected by a simple message informing unit leaders to switch
to an alternate set at a given time.

mm M. MCQUOWN
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SALINE 
23l850H-Co 1 landed at LZ Robin and has moved to Bl,.ue Beach to setup 
night,~ defensive positions 0 

2319l0H-Co L reports they landed at Red Beach at 1900H and Blue Beach 
at I9l0H. 
231925H-Bn CP lands in LZ Robin. 
23l950H-Co K lands attz Robin~ 
232005H-Go L and Co 1 have joined together and are digging in. 
232l00H-CP and Co K moving by AmTrac to Blue Beach. 
2)2130H-CP andt,Co K arrive .. at, Blue Beach from LZ Robin. 
2)2200H-Co LI sposition report.: YD 3367020 
232~30H-Btry "C" l1as landed. . 
232355H-Tanks arrj.¥e at Blue Beach and have been positioned with Co K 
and Co 10 . 
2402llH-Qntos Plt landed at Blue Beach and are.positiQPo4 with Co 1 ami 
Co K. 
2405JOH-First elements of Co L departing tgsecure LZSparraw. 
240655H-Co L is at northern tip of Obj 1., .... 
240713H-Leading Etlements'"of Co I have reached Obj A 0 

240825H-Co lis searchini,Obj A. '" 
240840H-LZ spa,rrow is secure.' . 
240946H-At oa30H Co L found.,one 11-26 grenade at YD 3247000' Grenade waS 
blown in place with C-4 .q",. . ,_ '" 
240953H-Co L reports receivin~ .. ~ from general direction of Obj 2. 
240958H-Co L reports that an;iIY"was blown u.p south of Obj 2. 
24101SH-Co I has cleared ObjA'and B and is moving to Obj C. 
24l038H=CP group moving outo Co K informed to have four tanks ready to goo 
241120H-Co M lands in LZ SparroW,; . 
241130H-CP and Co L receiving 8 rounds incoming artillery from a 
northerly. direction 0 ~~,,=-,,>,..c.;-;;"t.::-
241200H-8lmm Plt lands in LZ Sparrow./! -
241335H-Co I at Obj C.receives 8~lOrounds SAF. 
241340H-Co ICus po~iti~ye.pCrt.: (YD 320693. New CPlocatioh~ 1'D 315705. 
2414.30H=Co L isreadf to move to islliUlQ area at YO .3l566Je Co L 
will be lifted by helicopter to oQj,area. 
24l625H=lO reports observing 300-406 civilians moving across river at 
YO 318683. 
241630H~Co L has landed first. wave with negative contact. 
241650H-Remainder of Co L has landed. 
241655H~Co K receiving 10 rounds of'iJOmm artille~ south of Obj 2. 
241705H~o K receiving 7 rounds of 23Dmm artillery resulting in 3 
WIAis 1 of which was non medevac. 
241750H-Co K receiving 14 rounds of 130mm 50 meters north of Co Kls CPo 
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BLT 3/1 - Extracts from S-3 Journal - Operation BADGER CATCH/SALINE/NAPOLEON-
SALINE

23185OH-Co I landed at LZ Robin and has moved to Blue Beach to set up
night defensive positions.
23191OH-Co L reports they landed at Red Beach at 1900H and Blue Beach
at 191OH.
231925H-Bn CP lands in LZ Robin.
23195OH-Co K lands at LZ Robin.
232005H-Co L and Co I have joined together and are digging in.

23210OH-CP and Co K moving by AmTrac to Blue Beach.
232130H-CP and Co K arrive at Blue Beach from LZ Robin.
232200H-Co L's position report: YD 336702.
232230H-Btry "C" has landed.
232355H-Tanks arrive at Blue Beach and have been positioned with Co K
and Co I.
240211H-Ontos Plt landed at Blue Beach and are positioned with Co I and

Co K.
24053OH-First elements of Co L departing to secure LZ Sparrow.
240655H-Co L is at northern tip of Obj 1.

240713H-Leading elements of Co I have reached Obj A
240825H-Co I is searching Obj A.
24084OH-LZ Sparrow is secure.
240946H-At 0830H Co L found one M-26 grenade at YD 324700. Grenade was
blown in place with C-4.
240953H-Co L reports receiving fife from general direction of Obj 2.
240958H-Co L reports that an LCM was blown up south of Obj 2.
241015H-Co I has cleared Obj A and B and is moving to Obj C.
241038H-CP group moving out. Co K informed to have four tanks ready to go.
24112OH-Co M lands in LZ Sparrow.
241130H-CP and Co L receiving 8 rounds incoming artillery from a
northerly direction.
241200H-81mm Plt lands in LZ Sparrow.
241335H-Co I at Obj C receives 8-10 rounds SAF.
24134OH-Co Ks position report: YD 320693. New CP location: YD 315705.
241430H-Co L is ready to move to island area at YD 315663. Co L
will be lifted by helicopter to obj area.
241625H-AO reports observing 300-400 civilians moving across river at
YD 318683.
241630H-Co L has landed first wave with negative contact.
241650H-Remainder of Co L has landed.
241655H-Co K receiving 10 rounds of 130mm artillery south of Obj 2.
241705H-Co K receiving 7 rounds of 230mm artillery resulting in 3
WIA's 1 of which was non medevac.
24175OH-Co K receiving 14 rounds of 130mm 50 meters north of Co K s CP.
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241800H=Position reports received as follows: Co M (YI)")16692) j' Colt 
(YD 317705) i Co I (YD 313714) j Co L (YO 307663). 

" '<':';;~>' 

242152H=Co L reports initial search of area with negative results. Will 
continue tomorrow. ' 
250510H-Co L at OJ30H received 20 rounds SAF. Returned fire and wounded 
1 VO vdth M=26 grenade.9 capturing 1 AK=47. 
250725H-Co K receiving SAF from Obj 2. 
25Q920H=Tank hit by RPG rocket round at YD 3156870 
250921H-Co L receiving SAF at YD 293667. 
250926H-Co K trying to get wounded out. 
25094C1H-ARVNI s report NVA Bn with 57mm RR at Obj 2. 
25095~IH={)ntos PIt sent to join Co No 
251000H=Co K reports WI! is have been evacuated by tank. 
251030B=Co K reports pulling back from Obj 2. One tank was hit by RPG 
round but still operable. Commencing to bring all supporting fires 
to beGLr on Obj 2. 
2510}OH=First air strike in progress. 
25103!>H=Co L and Co lis position reports same as last night. 
25120!>H-Co K receiving 10 rounds of IJOmm artillery. 
251230H-Co K at YD 300693 reports receiving 800 rounds semi and auto~ 
matie weapons fire from fortified positions since 0730H. Tanks reported 
15 an1~i-tank rounds fired by enemy with 5 hits. Action up to this time 
resulting in 3 NilA KIAo 
251231H-Second ~ir strike in progress on Obj 2. 
25124:5H-Co K s.~ys that the berm wall at the edge of Obj :2 has not been 
hit by supporting fires .. 
251335HdThird 'air strike now in progress. Supporting arms are set to 
follol~. 

25143.5H=Fourth air strike now in progress 0 

251450H=Co K is now moving toward the obj. Artillery is supporting 
CoO Kis movement. 
251515H=Co K has ,moved well into obj area with negative contact. 
251535H=Co K taking SAFQ 
251550H=Co K wel1 into obj find1Jlg; fighting holes and RPG-7 rocket 
launche I' in excellent shape 0 

25l620H...co K reports 12 r.ounds; 130.. artillery hitting in front .of their 
position.. Direct:i.on of incoming: '5700 mils .. 
2:51715H.;.Sparrowha\yk platoon landed ~t OF location and will remain for 
night defense. 
2.51805H=Co K receiving 19' rounds incoming mortar fire. 
25l830H=Co I LP reports observing 9 NVA moving in treeline with packs 
and lireapons at YO 2986920 Called in fire mission. Results unobserved" 
25l935H-Position reportsrecei ved: CP (In 312710), Co K (YD 3066S3),," 
Co I (YD 299693L CO L (YD 345(97) l> Co M (YD 317690) ~ AmTracs and Btry 
IiCli{YD 345697) e 
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241800H-Position reports received as follows: Co M (YD 316692), Co K
(YD 317705), Co I (YD 313714), Co L (YD 307663).
242152H-Co L reports initial search of area with negative results. Will
continue tomorrow.
250510H-Co L at 0330H received 20 rounds SAF. Returned fire and wounded
1 VC with M-26 grenade, capturing 1 AK-47.
250725H-Co K receiving SAF from obj 2.
250920H-Tank hit by RPG rocket round at YD 315687.
250921H-Co L receiving SAF at YD 293667.
250926H-Co K trying to get wounded out.
25094OH-ARVN's report NVA Bn with 57mm RR at Obj 2.
250958H-Ontos Plt sent to join Co M.
251000H-Co K reports WIA's have been evacuated by tank.
251030H-Co K reports pulling back from Obj 2. One tank was hit by RPG
round but still operable. Commencing to bring all supporting fires
to bear on Obj 2.
251030H-First air strike in progress.
251035H-Co L and Co I's position reports same as last night.
251205H-Co K receiving 10 rounds of 130mm artillery.
251230H-Co K at YD 308683 reports receiving 800 rounds semi and auto-
matic weapons fire from fortified positions since 0730H. Tanks reported
15 anti-tank rounds fired by enemy with 5 hits. Action up to this time
resulting in 3 NVA KIA.
251231H-Second air strike in progress on Obj 2.
251245H-Co K says that the berm wall at the edge of Obj 2 has not been
hit by supporting fires.
251335H-Third air strike now in progress. Supporting arms are set to
follow.
251435H-Fourth air strike now in progress.
251450H-Co K is now moving toward the obj. Artillery is supporting
Co K's movement.
251515H-Co K has moved well into obj area with negative contact.
251535H-Co K taking SAF.
25155OH-Co K well into obj finding fighting holes and RPG-7 rocket
launcher in excellent shape.
251620H-Co K reports 12 rounds 130mm artillery hitting in front of their
position. Direction of incoming: 5700 mils.
251715H-Sparrowhawk platoon landed at CP location and will remain for
night defense.
251805H-Co K receiving 19 rounds incoming mortar fire.

251830H-Co I LP reports observing 9 NVA moving in treeline with packs
and weapons at YD 298692. Called in fire mission. Results unobserved.
251935H-Position reports received: CP (YD 312710), Co K (YD 306683).
Co I (YD 299693), Co L (YD 345697), Co M (YD 317690), AmTracs and Btry
"C" (YD 345697).
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25202;H~Received Frag Order #4 from SLF Bravo. 
252250H-Preparations made for TOT and TPQ-IO on area in vicinity of 
YD 284M9. 
252338H-Co I at YO 298693 observed 25 people in open and engaged with 
grenades and SAFo Will check out the area at first lighto 
2600l5H-TPQ-lO completed with bombs on target. 
26060oH-TOT now in progress on suspected NVA Bn in fortified positions. 
26072;H-Co I has one detaineeo Will be forwarded on first available 
helicopter 0.. _ ,J...r-'! t 
2607.30H=Co M challenged small boat atYD 345689. Boat did' not respondo 
Fir~d on boat. Search of river after losing sight of boat revealed 
nothi'ng: 
260845H-Co KD s air strike delayed .30 minutes 0 CO K will use other sup-
porting anns and will not wait for air. Co K will jump off at 09l5H 
toward Obj 2.. ' 
260930H-Air strike being)tiirected by Co L against Lam Xuan(YD 285689). 
260945H=Co K has enteredlnorth end of Obj 2 with no contact and no 
significant findings. ) . -'c 
260945H-Co I (YD 298693) tepo:t-ts'''t,hat their lines were probed through­
out the night. Called fo", two almin'lni.~~ions and fired 60mm mortars. 
Search of area revealed that a large ~~ of enemy ammunition was 
being transported southwe"st 0 -:;;', 

260952H-Co L reports suspected VC on south bank of'. river (YD 303672) 0 

Called artillery mission'. Patrol checking out area. 
260955HSparrowilawk PIt is now at CO }II s position.. '. ", 
261000H~Co I receives 10 rounds incoming artillery at YD 298694 from~ 
direction of 5700 mils. .\ 
26110SH-Co K completed sweep securing Obj 20 
26l2l5H-Co I is in attadk position and ready to move against YD 2g46a9. 
261230H-0ntos PIt moving to Obj 2 area. . 
261240H-Btry r'W" now moving by helicopter to Obj 2. 
261248H-Co 1.receiV!~ngdltlP~r~l:~rrt~~(~~onb~!!.!~fi~ction. 
261258H-Co I reports taking 60mm mortars tram outside objective. 
26l302H-Co I reports incoming on last nightis position. 
261,320H-Alir is on station for Co !is use. 
261340H-AO spotted VC in bunkers and is marking position with smoke at 
YD 287692. 
261345H=Co I -meeting heavy resistance at YD 2846900 Air strikes and 
supporting arms will be usedo ' , 
26l355H-Co I is pinned down making withdrawal from2:::9.Q;L very difficult. 
Northeast end of obj has 300 meters of heavily fortified positions with 
overheads. 
261400H-End Operation BADGER CATCH-cHOP to 3d MarDiv - begin Operation 
SALINE" 
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252025H-Received Frag Order #4 from SLF Bravo.
252250H-Preparations made for TOT and TPQ-10 on area in vicinity of
YD 284689.
252338H-Co I at YD 298693 observed 25 people in open and engaged with
grenades and SAF. Will check out the area at first light.
260015H-TPQ-10 completed with bombs on target.
260600H-TOT now in progress on suspected NVA Bn in fortified positions.
260725H-Co I has one detainee. Will be forwarded on first available
helicopter.
260730H-Co M challenged small boat at YD 345689. Boat did not respond.
Fired on boat. Search of river after losing sight of boat revealed
nothing.
260845H-Co K 's air strike delayed 30 minutes. Co K will use other sup-
porting arms and will not wait for air. Co K will jump off at 0915H
toward Obj 2.
260930H-Air strike being directed by Co L against Lam Xuan (YD 285689).
260945H-Co K has entered north end of Obj 2 with no contact and no
significant findings.
260945H-Co I (YD 298693) reports that their lines were probed through-
out the night. Called for two 81mm missions and fired 60mm mortars.
Search of area revealed that a large amount of enemy ammunition was
being transported southwest.

260952H-Co L reports suspected VC on south bank of river (YD 303672)
Called artillery mission. Patrol checking out area.

260955HSparrowhawk Plt is now at Co M's position.
261000H-Co I receives 10 rounds incoming artillery at YD 298694 from a
direction of 5700 mils.
261108H-Co K completed sweep securing Obj 2.
261215H-Co I is in attack position and ready to move against YD 284689.
26123OH-Ontos Plt moving to Obj 2 area.

26124OH-Btry "W" now moving by helicopter to Obj 2.
261248H-Co I receiving heavyrartillery fremonbitherly direction.
261258H-Co I reports taking 60mm mortars from outside objective.
261302H-Co I reports incoming on last night's position.
261320H-AH is on station for Co Is use.
26134OH-AO spotted VC in bunkers and is marking position with smoke at
YD 287692.
261345H-Co I meeting heavy resistance at YD 284690. Air strikes and

supporting arms will be used.
261355H-Co I is pinned down making withdrawal from obj very difficult.
Northeast end of obj has 300 meters of heavily fortified positions with
overheads.
26140OH-End Operation BADGER CATCH-CHOP to 3d MarDiv - begin Operation
SALINE.
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261400H=Ontos and tanks are moving north to aid Co 10 
261405H=Calling in smo~~ ~9 q~lp Co I mov:~ Rack to direct airstrlkes. 
261510H=CoT still in' close contact with' NVA ~ sHivlly extracting his 
people. 
2615:~OH=Co M and Co K receiving incoming alt'tillery from 610J mils. 
Total of 20 rounds of IJOmm artillery. 
261630H""Co I still does not have all casualties out of area. 
261.8l~OH-CP moving to Obj 2. 
2618l~5H=Co I receiving heayy mortar fire. 
261900H=CP arrives at new location (YD 3046$1). 
261nSH=BLT.]/1 CHOP to 1st AmTrac Bn. 
262025H=Co N proceeding to CPo 
2620hOH-Co N arrives at CPo 
2623hOH=Co L at YO 314674 reports suspected VC movement. Fired 16 
rOWlds 60mm mortar with negative results. 
27Q805H-GL-3A informs 3/1 that there are, 5 tanks available from BLT 2/4. 
2710;~OH-.a.equested ta.nks CBLT 2/4) be sent to Blue Beach 0 Informed that 
tanks are already there. 
2711JOH=CP receiving incoming artillery from a direction of 6200 mils. 
Incoming consisted of 23 rounds l30mm artillery. 
271213H=CP moving to neVI location (YD 308683). 
2713;20H-ontos Plt now at Blue Beach ready for pick up. 
271320H-Go M receives 6 rounds artillery eYD 305679) 0 

271500H=Co M reports finding 2 females leaving obj area at YD 287673 
wher~~ Co M has been observing hostile movement 0 Detainees were forwarded 
to 1st AmTrac Bno 
271600H-ARVN unit to north advises it will not be able to attack obj 
at YD 284691 due to darkness. 
271615H~Co L moved by helicopte~s to Blue Beach and are setting up in 
night defensive positions. 
271955H-Informed 1st AmTracs that we will attack Lam Xuan tomorrow. 
272100H=Intelligence report indica.tes NVA mortar element located in 
vicilo.ity of YD 283715 or YD 279715. ilso$ mine field at YD 280674. 
272300H~TPQ=IO run at YD 285689. 
2804.50H=Co I received 1 incoming grenade. 
280600H=CP receiving incoming 140mm rocketso 
2808.20H=NGF mission now in progress at YD 2846910 Co L preparing to 
move out. 
Z808.37H-Go L moving out. 
2808,46H=Tanks hit AT mine, at YD 298686 breaking axle--out of action. 
Co K to provide security for tanks. Co L utilizing mine sweep teams. 
Air strike now in progress. 
2809:20H-Second air strike in progress--fixed wing receiving SAF on passes. 
280935-Another tank hit AT mine at YO 298686. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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26140OH=Ontos and tanks are moving north to aid Co I.
261405H-Calling in smoke to help Co I move back to direct air strikes.
26151OH-Co I still in close contact with NVA - slowly extracting his
people.
261530H-Co M and Cc K receiving incoming artillery from 6100 mils.
Total of 20 rounds of 130mm artillery.
261630H-Co I still does not have all casualties out of area.
26184OH-CP moving to Obj 2.
261845H-Co I receiving heavy mortar fire.

261900H-CP arrives at new location (YD 304681).
261925H-BLT 3/1 CHOP to 1st AmTrac Bn.

262025H-Co N proceeding to CP.
26204OH-Co N arrives at CP.

26234OH-Co L at YD 314674 reports suspected VC movement. Fired 16
rounds 60mm mortar with negative results.
270805H-GL-3A informs 3/1 that there are 5 tanks available from BLT 2/4.
271020H-dequested tanks (BLT 2/4) be sent to Blue Beach. Informed that
tanks are already there.
271130H-CP receiving incoming artillery from a direction of 6200 mils.
Incoming consisted of 23 rounds 130mm artillery.
271213H-CP moving to new location (YD 308683).
27132OH-Ontos Plt now at Blue Beach ready for pick up.
27132OH-Co M receives 6 rounds artillery (YD 305679) .
27150OH-Co M reports finding 2 females leaving obj area at YD 287673
where Co M has been observing hostile movement. Detainees were forwarded
to 1st AmTrac Bn.
27160OH-ARVN unit to north advises it will not be able to attack obj
at YD 284691 due to darkness.
271615H-Co L moved by helicopters to Blue Beach and are setting up in
night defensive positions.
271955H-Informed 1st AmTracs that we will attack Lam Xuan tomorrow.
272100H-Intelligence report indicates NVA mortar element located in
vicinity of YD 283715 or YD 279715. Also, mine field at YD 280674.
272300H-TPQ-10 run at YD 285689.
280450H-Co I received 1 incoming grenade.
280600H-CP receiving incoming 140mm rockets.
280820H-NGF mission now in progress at YD 284691. Co L preparing to
move out.
280837H-Co L moving out.
280846H-Tanks hit AT mine at YD 298686 breaking axle--out of action.
Co K to provide security for tanks. Co L utilizing mine sweep teams.
Air strike now in progress.
280920H-Second air strike in progress--fixed wing receiving SAF on passes.
280935-Another tank hit AT mine at YD 298686.

ENCLOSURE (3)

UNCLASSIFIE

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

•'"'., 

. . 

L~--~mr5lf.:rGZJand artillery-YOI a contimling to direct fires on YD 276664 
where enemy had previouslY' been Qbaervec\ from digging bunkers 0 

0321.50H-TPQ-10 inprogrosso 
. 032255H-TPQ,=10 in progress 0 

~040800Ft";'Allun1t. continuing to CQllduct seare)), of area. 
041450H-CoK at YJ) 284675 received 6 rounds 60mm mortar fire 0 Called 
in counter mQrtar fire... . . . . 
OJ4p~O~,,,,:,Qo ~,~eei ved 20 roulW.lII incoming mo~ar~at In 278672. 
041~30H-<;?~' ~d 00 Mhave bf*p lloved bY' hehcopter to 4th Marines 
qP. Beg!ll to make change. o.f~perationsarea with BLT 2/4. 
041705H-:-,CPreceiving a rotindsinc¢Ding artillerY' from a direction of 
6100 mils,. ' 
042002H-Cr receiving 10 rounds artillerY' from a direction of 6100 mils. 

L-\ v '650947H-Co K now completely displaced bY' helicopter. ..... .. . .' 
051034H-Co L displaced by helicopter. 
051135H-BLT 3/1 now opeON to 4th Marines. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED
031735H NGF and artillery FO's continuing to direct fires on YD 276564
where enemy had previously been observed from digging bunkers.
032150H-TPQ-10 in progress.
032255H-TPQ-10 in progress.

II

040800H-All units continuing to conduct search of area.

041450H-Co K at YD 284675 received 6 rounds 60mm mortar fire. Called
in counter mortar fire.
041620H-Co L received 20 rounds incoming mortars at YD 278672.
04163OH-Co I and Co M have been moved by helicopter to 4th Marines
CP. Begin to make change of operations area with BLT 2/4.
041705H-CP receiving 8 rounds incoming artillery from a direction of
6100 mils.
042002H-CP receiving 10 rounds artillery from a direction of 6100 mils.
050947H-Co X now completely displaced by helicopter.
051034H-Co L displaced by helicopter.
051135H-BLT 3/1 now OPCON to 4th Marines.
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OI0645H~plash with Co M at YO 285670 began by sending one LVT across 
to insure trafficabUity? followed by 3 LV'l" s. Encountering small arms 
fire and mortar fire, 
OI0815H-Co M is receiving small arms and mortar fire, but is continuing 
to move and has a strong hold on the west bank ·of the river Q Co I 
across river by LVT and bridg~. 
Ol0835H-BAS arrives at Mai Xa \mti (east) and is providing medical care 
for medevacs. 
Ol0837H-Co Mijs.:'.r1ght flank moving with LVTH-6 i s firing in direct support. 
Co I is receiving artillery from north,'.­
Ol0844H-LVTH-6 took hit from RPG rocket resulting in 2 USMC WIA with-­
slight damage to LVTH-6. 
Ol0850H~Co M st3,ll moving. 
Ol1030H=Co M continues to move forward slowly. Enemy fighting from 
camouflaged fighting holes making adyance difficult. 
OlllOOH=Request LCMus to transport tanks to west bank of river. 
OllI45H=LVT-E now1being sent to Co MUs position. 
Oll140H-AO has been hit by 50 cal. rounds. Personnel believed to be 
wounded. Trying to get another AO. 
011155H-Co M needs reinforcements. Co I and Co K will be moved up in 
support. 
011205H-Co I will sweep east to west. 
Ol1235H-Attacking units making slow progress. Enemy well dug in using 
bunkers and fighting holes. Fighting is from house to house. Have 
3 NVA POW which will be forward to S-2. 
OI1258H-POWus arrive at cp location~ Co M meeting. stiff resistance. 
Co K receiving sniper fire from northern edge of hamlet. 
011310H=LVTH-6 received another RPG rocket round knocking it out of 
action. 
011J18H-POWi s say there are over 200 NVA in obj. CP taking 22 rounds 
incoming artillery. 
OllJ25H-Co M fires one line charge on bunker complex from LVT-Eo 
Oll)30H=Co I is on Co Mi sright flank. AO observes squad size enemy 
for~~ttempting to flank Co I, 
Ol1330H-CP received 4 rounds incoming artillery. 
011J39H~CP receiving 5 rounds incoming artillery. _ 
OI1.352H-LCMu s now arriVing to move tanks to support Co No AO observes 
NVA escaping to west and will direct artillery mission, . 
Ol14l5H-LVT making medevac run was hit by RPG rocket round~ but its 
still operable. 
Ol1417H=First tank across river and is moving in support of Co M. 
Oll4.20H-Gunships are on way to objo AO has a bomb crater full of 
NVj1J'spotted and will attempt to direct LVT-E line charge on them. 
Oll5QOH=Co I now has :2 tanks in support. Air strike is now being 
conducted. _~_~ ~.= "\, 
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010645H-Splash with Co M at YD 285670 began by sending one LVT across
to insure trafficability, followed by 3 LVT's. Encountering small arms
fire and mortar fire.

010815H-Co M is receiving small arms and mortar fire, but is continuing
to move and has a strong hold on the west bank of the river. Co I
across river by LVT and bridge.
010835H-BAS arrives at Mai Xa Thi (east) and is providing medical care
for medevacs.
010837H-Co M's right flank moving with LVTH-6's firing in direct support.
Co I is receiving artillery from north.
010844H-LVTH-6 took hit from RPG rocket resulting in 2 USMC WIA with
slight damage to LVTH-6.
010850H-Co M still moving.
011030H-Co M continues to move forward slowly. Enemy fighting from
camouflaged fighting holes making advance difficult.
011100H-Request LCM's to transport tanks to west bank of river.
011145H-LVT-E now being sent to Co M's position.
01114OH-AO has been hit by 50 cal. rounds. Personnel believed to be
wounded. Trying to get another AO.
011155H-Co M needs reinforcements. Co I and Co K will be moved up in
support.
011205H-Co I will sweep east to west.
011235H-Attacking units making slow progress. Enemy well dug in using
bunkers and fighting holes. Fighting is from house to house. Have
3 NVA POW which will be forward to S-2.
011258H-POW's arrive at CP location. Co M meeting stiff resistance.
Co K receiving sniper fire from northern edge of hamlet.
01131OH-LVTH-6 received another RPG rocket round knocking it out of
action.
011318H-POW's say there are over 200 NVA in obj. CP taking 22 rounds
incoming artillery.
011325H-Co M fires one line charge on bunker complex from LVT-E.
011330H-Co I is on Co M's right flank. AO observes squad size enemy
force attempting to flank Co I.
011330H-CP received 4 rounds incoming artillery.
011339H-CP receiving 5 rounds incoming artillery.
011352H-LCM's now arriving to move tanks to support Co M. AO observes
NVA escaping to west and will direct artillery mission.
011415H-LVT making medevac run was hit by RPG rocket round, but its
still operable.
011417H-First tank across river and is moving in support of Co M.
011420H-Gunships are on way to obj. AO has a bomb crater full of
NVA spotted and will attempt to direct LVT-E line charge on them.
01150OH-Co I now has 2 tanks in support. Air strike is now being
conducted.
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Ol1630H-Co M moving to the west with enemy resistance continuing at 
10 2:766650 Co I is sweeping to the northwest~ while Co K is moving 
south at YD 2826730 Enemy remains dug in using fortified positions 
to a·low progress of the attack. Co L is conducting detailed search ·.1 

and sweep of area behind advancing troops. 
o1l645H-CO K has arrived at graveyard (YD 281672) 0 Encountered SE\'f.:l ,. 
strc.ng resistance from enemy in camouflaged fighting holes. Enemy 
was cleared out using 3.5 rockets and hand grenades 2 resulting in 
10 ~IV A KIA is. 

/012040H-CP taking incoming artillery from a direction of 6209 mils 0 

012120H-Co M and Co I received 25-30 rounds of artillery and mortar 
fir~l from the north while setting in night defensive positions. 
012135H-Co M receiving sniper fire and recoilless rifle fire, 
Att~!mpts are being made to free tanks that are presently stuck using 
LV'l'11 s. _ 
012145H=Co M reports securing southern portion of obj by 1730H~ then 
changing direction of advance to north~est to linkup with Co Io 
Rec~!lived accurate sniper fire and mortar fire resulting in heavy 
casualties 0 Co M has lL-NJ[A IIA by ·body count 0 

012200H-All units set in defensive positi.ons. Will continue sweep of 
are.:? and conduct detailed search at first light. 

----020550H-TPQ-lO now being dropped. 
020?50H-TP~-lO now being droppedo 
021045H-All units conducting detailed search· of area. Co M at YD 
277677 found 3 USMC KIA that were not recovered last night due to 
ene:my fire and darkness, 
021625H~CP moves to Co Mis position YO 2786640 Searching units report 
finding numerous ene~ KIA~ fresh graves j and weapons including 
a 75mm recoilless gun and a new type rifle grenade with launchero 
Co I reports finding ?l NVA KIA in their section of the search. Co L 
found 8 NVA KIA in southern section and Co K found 5 additional NVA 
KIA 0 

022000H=NGF and artillery F0 9 8 begin bombarding hamlet at YD. 269659 
with 5 inch guns and l05mm artillery. 

L\'O-O]O]l5H=While maintaining defensive positions TPQ-IO Wa:tB~i9:r.(fppfidtWihthin 
. fri.endly positions. Coordinates of TPQ~~O' had previously been given 

negative clearance by 3/1 ALO. 

" 1 

O]lO]OH-Co L while searching northern part of hamlet fo~d 1 NVA POWj 
bdl 16 NIlA KIAo Co M found· 22NVA KIA with large amounts of enemy 
munit-ions. Appears to be an ammunition cache at YD 276666. 
031430H=Co L has completed search of island at YD 280660 with negative 
findings. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

011630H-Co M moving to the west with enemy resistance continuing at
YD 276665. Co I is sweeping to the northwest, while Co K is moving
south at YD 282673. Enemy remains dug in using fortified positions
to slow progress of the attack. Co L is conducting detailed search
and sweep of area behind advancing troops.
011645H-Co K has arrived at graveyard (YD 281672). Encountered
strong resistance from enemy in camouflaged fighting holes. Enemy
was cleared out using 3.5 rockets and hand grenades, resulting in
10 NVA KIA's.
01204OH-CP taking incoming artillery from a direction of 6200 mils.
012120H-Co M and Co I received 25-30 rounds of artillery and mortar
fire from the north while setting in night defensive positions.
012135H-Co M receiving sniper fire and recoilless rifle fire.

Attempts are being made to free tanks that are presently stuck using
LVT's.
012145H-Co M reports securing southern portion of obj by 1730H, then
changing direction of advance to northwest to link up with Co I.
Received accurate sniper fire and mortar fire resulting in heavy
casualties. Co M has 15 NVA KIA by body count.
012200H-All units set in defensive positions. Will continue sweep of
area and conduct detailed search at first light.

39
02055OH-TPQ-10 now being dropped.
02075OH-TPQ-10 now being dropped.
021045H-All units conducting detailed search of area. Co M at YD
277677 found 3 USMC KIA that were not recovered last night due to
enemy fire and darkness.
021625H-CP moves to Co Mis position YD 278664. Searching units report
finding numerous enemy KIA, fresh graves, and weapons including
a 75mm recoilless gun and a new type rifle grenade with launcher.
Co I reports finding 21 NVA KIA in their section of the search. Co L
found 8 NVA KIA in southern section and Co K found 5 additional NVA
KIA.
022000H-NGF and artillery FO's begin bombarding hamlet at YD 269659
with 5 inch guns and 105mm artillery.
030315H-While maintaining defensive positions TPQ-10 was dropped within

40 friendly positions. Coordinates of TPQ 10 had previously been given
negative clearance by 3/1 ALO.
031030H-Co L while searching northern part of hamlet found 1 NVA POW,
and 16 NVA KIA. Co M found 22 NVA KIA with large amounts of enemy
munitions. Appears to be an ammunition cache at YD 276666.
031430H-Co L has completed search of island at YD 280660 with negative
findings.
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251S00H-Ce ][ at YD 2746]8 reported hamlet was abandened. Area was 
. heavily fertified with freshly dug fighting holes. Co. M returned to 

CP area and will continue sweep of obj tomorrow. 
252025H-TPQ-IO now being dropped. 
2520:35H-TPQ~lO now being dropped~ 
252130H-TPQ-IO new being dropped. 

~--260015H-TPQ-IO new being dropped. 
?~ 26oS00H-Rockets heard being launched and directed against Dong Ha Combat 

Base. Direction from Co LUs position is 27S0mag. Approximate grid of 
launcher is YD 270680. 
260905H-Co H is almost through obj at YO 270634. 
261010H=Co M is finding many military aged mates and will detain them 
until National Police Representatives arr1v~' for questioning. Co M reports 
north and south ends of obj have fortifications. 
26ll30H-Co K at YD 275630 and YO 290630 report negative contact. 
261:310H-Co M has between 40-60 male detainees. 
261330H-Co K repot.ts finding downed helicopter9 #14644 at YD 298625. Will 
attempt to remove all equipment possible for forwarding to the Annyo 
261650H-Co M returns to CP locationo National P~lice took 20 Vietnamese 
males to be drafted~ and 7 ARVNis that were in a UA status. 
262015H=TPQ=IO being droppe~o 
262025H-TPQ-lO being dropped. 
262045H-TPQ-IO being dropped~ 

~623:35H-TPQ=10 being droppedo 
;: 270530H-Army will send helicopter to pick up equipment taken from downed 

/7"1 HU=EL . 
270805H-Air strike is being conducted against Mai Xa Thi (west). 
270S20H=LCMu s making pic.k up of tanks and personnel at m 296654. Co M 
and tanks will be landed at YD 294665. Co L~ Co K and the CP will return 
to MY Loc (YD 304679). 
27QS30H=Second air strike in progress against Mai Xa Thi (west). 
270910H-Co M is now ashore (YD 304679). 
270945H=AIl tanks have landed. 
271000H-Air strike in progress on Mai Xa Thi (east). 
271015H-AO conducting fixed wing air strikes. BDA: :3 NVA KlAUs and 11 
st,ructures destroyed. 
27l210H-Co M receiving incoming artillery from a direction of 6100 mils. 
271:300H~Co M continuing to receive incoming artillery. 
271310H-Co L and Co M directed to link up and dig in. 
27l510H-Co K conducting platoon size patrol up to YD 2726900 
271525H-Co K receiving machine gun fire from treeline. 
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251800H-Co M at YD 274638 reported hamlet was abandoned. Area was

heavily fortified with freshly dug fighting holes. Co M returned to
CP area and will continue sweep of obj tomorrow.
252025H-TPQ-10 now being dropped.
252035H-TPQ-10 now being dropped.
252130H-TPQ-10 now being dropped.
260015H-TPQ-10 now being dropped.

34 2608OOH-Rockets heard being launched and directed against Dong Ha Combat
Base. Direction from Co L's position is 275 mag. Approximate grid of
launcher is YD 270680.
260905H-Co M is almost through obj at YD 270634.
261010H-Co M is finding many military aged males and will detain them
until National Police Representatives arrive for questioning. Co M reports
north and south ends of obj have fortifications.
261130H-Co K at YD 275630 and YD 290630 report negative contact.
261310H-Co M has between 40-60 male detainees.
261330H-Co K reports finding downed helicopter, #14644 at YD 298625. Will
attempt to remove all equipment possible for forwarding to the Army.
261650H-Co M returns to CP location. National Police took 20 Vietnamese
males to be drafted, and 7 ARVN's that were in a UA status.
262015H-TPQ-10 being dropped.
262025H-TPQ-10 being dropped.
262045H-TPQ-10 being dropped.
262335H-TPQ-10 being dropped.
270530H-Army will send helicopter to pick up equipment taken from downed

19 HU-El.
270805H-Air strike is being conducted against Mai Xa Thi (west).
270820H-LCM!s making pick up of tanks and personnel at YD 296654. Co M
and tanks will be landed at YD 294665. Co L, Co K and the CP will return
to My Loc (YD 304679).
270830H-Second air strike in progress against Mai Xa Thi (west).
270910H-Co M is now ashore (YD 304679).
270945H-All tanks have landed.
27100OH-Air strike in progress on Mai Xa Thi (east).
271015H-AO conducting fixed wing air strikes. BDA: 3 NVA KIA's and 11
structures destroyed.
27121OH-Co M receiving incoming artillery from a direction of 6100 mils.
271300H-Co M continuing to receive incoming artillery.
27131OH-Co L and Co M directed to link up and dig in.
27151OH-Co K conducting platoon size patrol up to YD 272690.
271525H-Co K receiving machine gun fire from treeline.
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2716;PH-Co M and Co L at YD 285671 receiving mortar and sniper fire from 
My ~L Thi (west) as well as artillery fire from a northerly diredtion. 
Continuing sweep to river with tanks in support. Units have found 2 
NVA IITA. 
271715H-Co K patrol received approximately 50 rounds automatic weapons 
fire from west of river. Received 35 rounds artillery and 3 rounds 
60mm mortar fire. 

r ~281835H-Co L reports incoming artillery direction 6300 mils. 
3> Ia 282010H-TPQ=lO now being dropped. 

282300H-TPQ-IO now being dropped. 
28001 .. 5H-TPQ-10 now being dropped. 
2804~) 5H-TPQ:-IO now b.eing dropped. 
2810:20H=1!lavj boat!S,:"ti.i:"iBg"~~t;,,;,~""a.~ Co M resulting in I USMC WIA. 
Requ1!st made to ceas~' ff:rffig". "';;,,' 
28l235H-Co M received incoming sniper fire from YD 283668 resulting in 
1 US1!1C WIA. 
2812~OH-Co M receiving incoming sniper fire from YD282668 resulting in 
1 USMC WIA. 
28l245H-Co K receiving incoming art il Ie r.y from a direction of 6)00 mils. 
281300H-Co K conducting platoon size patrol mirth to Nhi Ha {YO 2847(4). 
Plt :i5 recei ting heavy automatic weapons fire and taking casualties. 
2813,40H-AO on way to assist Co Ki 5 platoon. 
281414H-Platoon can u t get to casualties. Enemy fire is too intense to 
evacuate them. 
2814l6H=AO conducting air strikes. Two additional flights of fixed wing 
requested and are on the way. 
28l525H-Co K requests ontoso 
281615H-Air strike for Co, K in progress. All casualties have been evac~ "v 

uated and activity is returning to Co area. Co K reports that the 
patrol was taken under intense enemy fire including 4 separate barrages 
of very accurate enemy artillery fire:~;~~,sultingin 14 USMC WIA~ so 

f290600H-End operation SALlNE--CHOP to ::3rd ~r-=Begin NAPOLEON/SALINE. 
) 290S15H-Co ,M (YO 285671) received 1 round enemy sniper fire from YO 

284671 resulting in 1 USMC nA..':' 
290S)OH=292400HooContinuing to direct NGFand artillery against Mai .:xi' 
Thi (west). Also~ LVTEus have arrived from 1st AmTrac Bn for use in 
~e attack tomorrow. 

I!/' Ol0055H-LVTu s headed tor Co Hi s position. 1 '~ OlOllOH'=LVTi s are now stuck. T17ing to pull them out at present. 
OI0150H-LVT us still stuck at this time. 
OlO;,15H=LVTu s still stuck. LVTu s will be required for river crossing 
to make the attack at YD 285670. 
OIO~flOH-LVTU s still stuck. Kay not be able to free them until first ".':~ 

light. 
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271620H-Co M and Co L at YD 285671 receiving mortar and sniper fire from
My Xa Thi (west) as well as artillery fire from a northerly diredtion.
Continuing sweep to river with tanks in support. Units have found 2
NVA KIA.

271715H-Co K patrol received approximately 50 rounds automatic weapons
fire from west of river. Received 35 rounds artillery and 3 rounds
60mm mortar fire.
281835H-Co L reports incoming artillery direction 6300 mils.

36 282010H-TPQ-10 now being dropped.
28230OH-TPQ-10 now being dropped.
280045H-TPQ-10 now being dropped.
280455H-TPQ-I0 now being dropped.
281020H-Navy boats firing at Co I and Co M resulting in 1 USMC WIA.
Request made to cease firing.
281235H-Co M received incoming sniper fire from YD 283668 resulting in
1 USMC WIA.
28124OH-C M receiving incoming sniper fire from YD 282668 resulting in
1 USMC WIA.
281245H-Co K receiving incoming artillery from a direction of 6300 mils.
281300H-Co K conducting platoon size patrol north to Nhi Ha (YD 284704).
Plt is receiving heavy automatic weapons fire and taking casualties.
28134OH-AO on way to assist Co K's platoon.
281414H-Platoon can't get to casualties. Enemy fire is too intense to
evacuate them.
281416H-AO conducting air strikes. Two additional flights of fixed wing
requested and are on the way.
281525H-Co K requests ontos.
281615H-Air strike for Co K in progress. All casualties have been evac=
uated and activity is returning to Co area. Co K reports that the
patrol was taken under intense enemy fire including 4 separate barrages
of very accurate enemy artillery fire resulting in 14 USMC WIA 's.

290600H-End operation SALINE--CHOP to 3rd Mar -Begin NAPOLEON/SALINE.
290815H-Co M (YD 285671) received 1 round enemy sniper fire from YD
284671 resulting in 1 USMC KIA.
290830H-292400H-Continuing to direct NGF and artillery against Mai Xa
Thi (west) Also, LVTE's have arrived from 1st AmTrac Bn for use in
the attack tomorrow.

38

010055H-LVT's headed for Co M's position.
010110H-LVT's are now stuck. Trying to pull them out at present.
01015OH-LVT's still stuck at this time.
010315H-LVT's still stuck. LVT's will be required for river crossing
to make the attack at YD 285670.
010410H-LVT's still stuck. May not be able to free them until first
light.
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at 1st AmTrac Bn position. 1st AmTrac Bn CP received 
/1 16 rounds of incoming artillery ° , . 

19l550H-CP group while preparing to move back south to repeat sweep I 

through same area previously swept received 10 rounds l)Omm artHleryi\ 
191605H-CP group moving out to new location at YO 3466360 
1917l0H-Co K while sweeping through area (YO 339634) flusbed out one , 
male and called -to him to halt 0 Man continued to run ancf'was fired upon 
resulting in 1 VCS captured 0 ." 

19l730H-192230H=Co I while beginning to ~ke sweep of area at YO 345635 
encountered sporadic automatic weapons gila· 'sDiper fire 0 Units continued 
to sweep through area with artillery illumination and tanks adding 
direct fire supporto Movement was slow due to fog, darkness and enemy 
resistance. Tanks were placed south of the obj. 

/200140H-CP while setting up COC and defensive positions within the obj 
area found 4 NVA POW's with weapons. 
200930H-Co K at YO 345633 while searching assigned area found 3 NVA in 
bunker. All surrendered with 2 rifleso 
20l115H-5earching units finding large amounts of munitions~ weapons, and 
16 NVA KIA. 
201300H=Co L is moving out to obj at YO 336635. 
2Ol405H=Co L now sweeping obj reporting nothing abn~rmal. 
20l455H-Co I now moving to YD 336627. 
20152SH~P now at new location (YO 333628). Co I left one platoon in 
ambush while rest of unit pulled out. 
20l905H~Co I platoon in ambush at YO 345630 observed 3 NVA making way , 
into hamlet. At tempt was made to capt.ure all 3 j however ~ unit was forc.ed 
to open fire resulting in 1 NVAnAo-~::"'i<~-:-">-_-.;'. 

/21081SH-Co K moving out to sweep and search obj at;· YO 316634. CeL moving 
\ 0\/ out to search obj at YO 3266370 
r) \ 2l0935H=Co K reports obj secured~ nothing unusual. Hamlet to west also 
/ ' secured. . 

2l101]H-Co L through large part of obj with no enemy contact • 
. 211400H=Co L returning back to CP position after searching obj with neg,"",'. 
ative resultso 
2l1620H-personnel from Btry "Wi at YD 307681 while searching out family 

/' bunker found 1 RPG-7 in excellent shape 0 

220830H=Co L moving into obj at YD 320647 with no contact. Co K moYing 
" up to north of hamlet to tie in with Co L' • 

.rz, 0 221l4OH-CP now at new location (YD 325645) oU{l.its conducting detailed 
search of area. 
22l200H-222400H-Conducted detailed search of area, With negative results. 
Unitsj however, report unusually large number of yOUDg9 military aged 
Vietnamese males in hamlet (YO]20646). 

''l, ~~0~00H-231400H-Unit~ ~onducted search of area. Report large number of 
J ,lDl.l~ ta.ry _aged males.: ~I). area. 
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191200H-CP arrives at 1st AmTrac Bn position. 1st AmTrac Bn CP received

17 16 rounds of incoming artillery.
191550H-CP group while preparing to move back south to repeat sweep
through same area previously swept received 10 rounds 130mm artillery
191605H-CP group moving out to new location at YD 346636.
19171OH-Co K while sweeping through area (YD 339634) flushed out one
male and called to him to halt. Man continued to run and was fired upon
resulting in 1 VCS captured.
191730H-192230H-Co I while beginning to make sweep of area at YD 345635
encountered sporadic automatic weapons and sniper fire. Units continued
to sweep through area with artillery illumination and tanks adding
direct fire support. Movement was slow due to fog, darkness and enemy
resistance. Tanks were placed south of the obj.
20014OH-CP while setting up COC and defensive positions within the obj

28
area found 4 NVA POW's with weapons.
200930H-Co K at YD 345633 while searching assigned area found 3 NVA in
bunker. All surrendered with 2 rifles.
201115H-Searching units finding large amounts of munitions, weapons, and
16 NVA KIA.
201300H-Co L is moving out to obj at YD 336635.
201405H-Co L now sweeping obj reporting nothing abnormal.
201455H-Co I now moving to YD 336627.
201525H-CP now at new location (YD 333628). Co I left one platoon in
ambush while rest of unit pulled out.
20190 5H-Co I platoon in ambush at YD 345630 observed 3 NVA making way
into hamlet. Attempt was made to capture all 3, however, unit was forced
to open fire resulting in 1 NVA KIA.
210815H-Co K moving out to sweep and search obj at YD 316634. Co L moving
out to search obj at YD 326637.

29
210935H-Co K reports obj secured, nothing unusual. Hamlet to west also
secured.
211013H-Co L through large part of obj with no enemy contact.
21140OH-Co L returning back to CP position after searching obj with neg
ative results.
211620H-personnel from Btry "W" at YD 307681 while searching out family
bunker found 1 RPG-7 in excellent shape.
220830H-Co L moving into obj at YD 320647 with no contact. Co K moving
up to north of hamlet to tie in with Co L.

30 22114OH-CP now at new location (YD 325645). Units conducting detailed
search of area.
221200H-222400H-Conducted detailed search of area with negative results.
Units, however, report unusually large number of young, military aged
Vietnamese males in hamlet (YD 320646).
230800H-231400H-Units conducted search of area. Report large number of

3 military.age males in area.
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231530H=Co M reports 31 rounds incoming artillery at '"'YD '303'6Sz;"-' ........ - .. _ ...... < 

2317~)H=CP moved to new location (YD 319647), Units now set in defensive 
positions on north side of hamlet, 
23211~m-TPQ-IO being dropped in Mai xa Thi (east). 
23224~)H-TOT in progress at YD 288629. .: 

~2J30H-TPQ-I0 being dropped (Mai Xa Thi). 
,. ~~0730H-Informed by 1st AmTrac En that representatiVes of National Police 
? I.- will arrive at this position to question military aged males. 

240930H-National Police representatives from Dong Ha now at this location 
questioning military aged youths. 
24l000H-Co I at YD 3J6656 now beginning to conduct sweep. 
24ll05H-Co L getting ready to move out to join Co I, K, and M in defensive 
posit:i.ons. 
24135.5H-National Police representatives at YD 319645 found 14 Vietnamese 
males of military draft age and 5 VC suspects. All were forwarded by 
National Police to appropriate locations. 
241540H-CP on move to new location (YD 307656). 
241550H-Co M arrives at new location (YD 307656). 
242000H-Recon PIt conducting activity to YD 297654 to check for possible 
landing of tanks by LCMus. Results indicate trafficability good. 
242100H-TPQ-IO now being dropped on Mai Xa Thi \west)0 

~-~~50040H-TPQ-IO now being dropped on Mai Xa Thi (west)o 
l· 250540H~Co I ready to move out, Co II( now moving by LVTI s. 

250610H-LVT Ds with Co I and Co K continAe to have trouble moving in 
paddy area. 
250635H=Co I has Ln u s unstuck. Will complete movement by shuttle with 
LVTis. available. 
2506;;OH-Co K now across river and moving on foot to attack position at 
YD 25'3646. 
2507~IOH-Co I now in blocking position at YD 2986370 
250750H-Tank arrived by LCM and is now moving up in support of Co Ko 
250830H-Co K reports all is normal at obj (YO 290643). Co I is now 
conducting search of area at YD 286641 reporting no civilians in area. 
250930H-Co I moving to obj at YD 286647. Navy convoy boats receiving 
enemy small arms fire from north bank of river. Navy commenced to fire 
on both north and south banks with automatic weapon-s4:ire. Co I receiving 
heavJr small arms from north. Unable to distinguish friendly fire 
from enemy fire, 
251205H=Navy convoys cop.tinue to fire on Co I south of river. Request 
again made to stop firing on friendlies. 
25l2J+OH=All boat traffic is being discontinued until Co I secures obj. 
251Y30H-Co I is into obj and has it secured. 
251550H-Co I again receiving automatic weapons fire from Navy boats. 
ReqUl~st made that they stop firing. . 
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231530H-Co M reports 31 rounds incoming artillery at YD 303682.
231720H-CP moved to new location (YD 319647). Units now set in defensive
positions on north side of hamlet.
232115H-TPQ-10 being dropped in Mai Xa Thi (east).
232245H-TOT in progress at YD 288629.
32330H-TPQ-10 being dropped (Mai Xa Thi).
40730H-Informed by 1st AmTrac Bn that representatives of National Police

will arrive at this position to question military aged males.
240930H-National Police representatives from Dong Ha now at this location
questioning military aged youths.
241000H-Co I at YD 306656 now beginning to conduct sweep.
241105H-Co L getting ready to move out to join Co I, K, and M in defensive
positions.
241355H-National Police representatives at YD 319645 found 14 Vietnamese
males of military draft age and 5 VC suspects. All were forwarded by
National Police to appropriate locations.
24154OH-CP on move to new location (YD 307656).
24155OH-Co M arrives at new location (YD 307656).
242000H-Recon Plt conducting activity to YD 297654 to check for possible
landing of tanks by LCM's. Results indicate trafficability good.
24210CH-TPQ-10 now being dropped on Mai Xa Thi (west).
25004OH-TPQ-10 now being dropped on Mai Xa Thi (west).3 25054OH-Co I ready to move out. Co K now moving by LVT's.
250610H-LVT's with Co I and Co K continue to have trouble moving in
paddy area.

250635H-Co I has LVT's unstuck. Will complete movement by shuttle with
LVT's available.
250650H-Co K now across river and moving on foot to attack position at
YD 293646.
25073OH-Co I now in blocking position at YD 298637.
25075OH-Tank arrived by LCM and is now moving up in support of Co K.
250830H-Co K reports all is normal at obj (YD 290643). Co I is now
conducting search of area at YD 286641 reporting no civilians in area.
250930H-Co I moving to obj at YD 286647. Navy convoy boats receiving
enemy small arms fire from north bank of river. Navy commenced to fire
on both north and south banks with automatic weapons .fire. Co I receiving
heavy small arms from north. Unable to distinguish friendly fire
from enemy fire.

251205H-Navy convoys continue to fire on Co I south of river. Request
again made to stop firing on friendlies.
25124OH-All boat traffic is being discontinued until Co I secures obj.
251330H-Co I is into obj and has it secured.
25155OH-Co I again receiving automatic weapons fire from Navy boats.
Request made that they stop firing.
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causing 1 NVA to flee from structure. NVA was taken under fire resulting 
in 1 NVA KIA. 
141205H-Co I and Co K and Co L told to (destroy positions at Obj and pre­
pare to move on order. 
14l430H-Co I taking incoming mortars and artillery from direction 
5900 mils. 
l41445H-Bridge to be destroyed at YD 284672. 
14l515H-Co I fired 5 rounds 106mm RR at bridge knocking out 8-10 foot 
section. 

_l41Q30H-Co K mov~ng from present position to go south of the Cua Viet 
Rivecr~b5tAmTrac);.. - . 
14l650H~Co I now moving out in trace of Co K. Co L will follow. 
l4l720H-Co L is taking approximately 2 rounds of artillery. 
141S00H=Co M and Co N with Btry "Wit remain at YD 304680. Co 1(1) Co Lj 

Co I j and CP are now at 1st AmTracis CP preparing to continue south 
for sweep. 
142100H-Co'L$ Co Kjl Co I, and OP. n()w:.~etting in new night defensive 
positions at YD 3456540 " 
142235H-OoM at YO 303680 receiving 5~ rounds incoming artillery. TPQ-IO 
now being dropped. 
150925H-AO reports heavy fortifications at YO 344634 and YD 336634. 
151250H-Tank now on way from Blue Beach to CP position. 
l5l640H-Recon PIt reports finding fighting holes and bunkers at YO 335650 
and YD 342640. 
152345-TPQ-10 being dropped. 
160530H-Co I reports ready to move out. 
lbObOOH=Co L reports ready to move out. 
160650H=Co L and Co I dismounting AmTracs--have arrived at attack position 
(YD 352628). AmTracs returning to CPo 
l60730H-Co L and Co I sweeping Le Xuyen (YO 344634) meeting no enemy 
resistance 0 . 
160800H-Grdered to move out and sweep (a.rea. of YD 3566250 
l60925H=CP now located at YD 3496300 Received Co [fa position report~ 
YD 346621. 
161050H=Co K is now across river at YD 3446220 
l61135H-All units moving well with no contact. NVA believed to have .:/"':c 

moved from the area 2 days ago. 
161145H~Co Ki s positionjg YD 335618. 
161400H-Co K is moving to north side of river. 
16l405H-Co 1 at YO 327639 is receiving SAF from hamlet at YO 325637 
(Vinh Lai). i 
l6l420H-Co L is still taking SAP' from unknown size unit 0 Fire fight 
started with smal~ arms sniper fire and has devfloped into intense 
small arms an~ automatic weapons fire. Tanks are moving up to support 
Co L at YD 3266~''(i'' -Supporting arms are being directed against the 
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131510H-Co I fired 60mm mortars and 106mm rounds in area west of Obj 3
causing I NVA to flee from structure. NVA was taken under fire resulting
in 1 NVA KIA.
141205H-Co I and Co K and Co L told to destroy positions at obj and pre-
pare to move on order.
141430H-Co I taking incoming mortars and artillery from direction
5900 mils.
141445H-Bridge to be destroyed at YD 284672.
141515H-Co I fired 5 rounds 106mm RR at bridge knocking out 8-10 foot

section.
14163OH-Co K moving from present position to go south of the Cua Viet
River by AmTrac.
141650H-Co I now moving out in trace of Co K. Co L will follow.
141720H-Co L is taking approximately 2 rounds of artillery.
14180OH-Co M and Co N with Btry "W" remain at YD 304680. Co K, Co L,
Co I, and CP are now at 1st AmTrac's CP preparing to continue south
for sweep.
14210OH-Co*L, Co K, Co I, and CP now setting in new night defensive
positions at YD 345654.
142235H-Co M at YD 303680 receiving 5-8 rounds incoming artillery. TPQ-10
now being dropped.
150925H-AO reports heavy fortifications at YD 344634 and YD 336634.
15125OH-Tank now on way from Blue Beach to CP position.
15164OH-Recon Plt reports finding fighting holes and bunkers at YD 335650
and YD 342640.
152345-TPQ-10 being dropped.
16053OH-Co I reports ready to move out.
160600H-Co L reports ready to move out.
160650H-Co L and Co I dismounting AmTracs--have arrived at attack position
(YD 352628). 0 AmTracs returning to CP.
160730H-Co L and Co I sweeping Le Xuyen (YD 344634) meeting no enemy
resistance.
160800H-Ordered to move out and sweep area of YD 356625.
160925H-CP now located at YD 349630. Received Co KTs position report:
YD 346621.
161050H-Co K is now across river at YD 344622.
161135H-A11 units moving well with no contact. NVA believed to have
moved from the area 2 days ago.
161145H-Co K is position: YD 335618.
161400H-Co K is moving to north side of river.
161405H-Co L at YD 327639 is receiving SAF from hamlet at YD 325637
(Vinh Lai).
16142OH-Co L is still taking SAF from unknown size unit. Fire fight
started with small arms sniper fire and has developed into intense
small arms and automatic weapons fire. Tanks are moving up to support

Supporting arms are being directed against theCo L at YD 326637
enemy
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161530H-New CP location at ro 333627. '., q , •• _.,_ •• -"'- .. ,,-' -- •• -- ' 

l61545,H-Co I and 2 tanks are in blocking position at m 323634. AO on 
station is directing first air st.rike. 
161600H-AO while directing fixedWl,ng strike on obj at m 326635 
claime:d 1 NVA KIA and 1 large secondary explosion. 
161610H-AO is calling in artillery on obj. 
161625H-Platoon from Co K moving up to lett flank of Co Lo Co L 
pressing the attack from northeast to southwest. 
161650H-Flareship requested. 
16171~i-Air strike in progress. Fixed wing receiving heavy automatic 
fire em bomb runs. ' 
16182;iH-Co L and tanks have penetrated into obj area. Continuing to 
press the attack with a rolling cover effect by supporting a~s. 
16192~)H=Illumination started in order to continue the attack. 
161945H-CP group spotted 10-12 VC/NVA fleeing obj attempting to cross 
river about 75-100 meters from CP locationo CP group opened fire on 
enemy resulting in 7 NVA KIA and 1 POW. 
162210H-Co L is still proceeding through hamlet area meeting resistance. 
170420H=Co I and Co LUs lines now tied together for the remainder of 
the n:Lght. 
170820H-Co K moving to attack hamlets at. YD 314630 and YD 316634. 
171100H=Co K at YD 317632 while reconning obj at YO 316634 made contact 
with 3 VC in a house resulting in 3 VC KIA. 
171200H=CP now located at YO 322641 • 

. 171300H=Co I and Co L report after conducting detailed search of obj 
area at YD J?56J6 finding 30 NVA KIAQ 
171400H=Co K at YD 316633 encountered a small delaying force left behind 
while 20-30 VC fled to north 0 Attack by Co K killed 3 va .. found 6 
weapons (3 of which were found near the J VC killed. in a house prev­
iously metitioned)~ 1 POW~ and munitions. 
17l52JH=Co K and Co I now moving to YO 307637. 
l71630H-CP moving to new location by AmTracs 0 

l723l5H-TPQ-lO being dropped at YD 2135689. 
l80255H~TPQ~lou6 being dropped on Obj 3. 
l80800H-Go I sweeping through hamlet m 320646-no contact 0 Everything 
appears normal 0 

l81000H-Co K at YD 310654 reports all is normaL 
l8l200H-CP is now at YD 309657 awaitingto be picked up by LCMu s to 
return to 1st AmTrac Bno 
18l500H-Last tank loaded on LCMa OP group now moving out by LVT~so 
18l600H~P arrives at 1st AmTrac Bn positiono 
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16153OH-New CP location at YD 333627.
161545H-Co I and 2 tanks are in blocking position at YD 323634. AO on
station is directing first air strike.
161600H-AO while directing fixed wing strike on obj at YD 326635
claimed 1 NVA KIA and 1 large secondary explosion.
16161OH-AO is calling in artillery on obj.
161625H-Platoon from Co K moving up to left flank of Co L. Co L
pressing the attack from northeast to southwest.
161650H-Flareship requested.
161715-Air strike in progress. Fixed wing receiving heavy automatic
fire on bomb runs.
161825H-Co L and tanks have penetrated into obj area. Continuing to
press the attack with a rolling cover effect by supporting arms.
161925H-Illumination started in order to continue the attack.
161945H-CP group spotted 10-12 VC/NVA fleeing obj attempting to cross
river about 75-100 meters from CP location. CP group opened fire on
enemy resulting in 7 NVA KIA and 1 POW.
16221OH-Co L is still proceeding through hamlet area meeting resistance.
170420H-Co I and Co L s lines now tied together for the remainder of
the night.
170820H-Co K moving to attack hamlets at YD 314630 and YD 316634.
17110OH-Co K at YD 317632 while reconning obj at YD 316634 made contact
with 3 VC in a house resulting in 3 VC KIA.
171200H-CP now located at YD 322641.
171300H-Co I and Co L report after conducting detailed search of obj
area at YD 325636 finding 30 NVA KIA.
171400H-Co K at YD 316633 encountered a small delaying force left behind
while 20-30 VC fled to north. Attack by Co K killed 3 VC, found 6
weapons (3 of which were found near the 3 VC killed in a house prev-
iously mentioned), 1 POW, and munitions.
171520H-Co K and Co I now moving to YD 307637.
171630H-CP moving to new location by AmTracs.
172315H-TPQ=10 being dropped at YD 285689.
180255H-TPQ-10's being dropped on obj 3.
180800H-Co I sweeping through hamlet YD 320646--no contact. Everything
appears normal.
181000H-Co K at YD 310654 reports all is normal.
181200H-CP is now at YD 309657 awaiting to be picked up by LCM's to
return to 1st AmTrac Bn.

18150OH-Last tank loaded on LCM. CP group now moving out by LVT's
181600H-CP arrives at 1st AmTrac Bn position.
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and Co K continue to maintain pressure on the ene~D 
Intense SAP and Close ,1n:- grenade exchange is occurring with the enemy. 
021250H-Co I at YD 286674' received e.: total of 17 rounds of IJOmm 
artillery from a direction of 5600 mils. 
021255H=Recon Plt while maintaining defensive positiqns observed 
1 NVA at YD 292684 moving to the east -trying to fle~;rrom obj area.. , 
021445H-Co -M and Co Kcontinue to meet resistance from enemYg howeverl/ 
most of hamlet area has been secured. Large numbers of NVA bodies and 
amounts of equipment a~e being found throughout the area. 
021550H-Requ9st was made to destroy submerge tank because of inability 
to remove it from boinb-crater. ~rmiS8ion ~ceived ,to destroy tank 
after it is stripped. " " - -
021600H-Co M and Co K are stilLin close contact 0 The enemy retains 
a foot hole in the western edge of the hamlet. Attack continues witll 
casualties estimated at 135 NVA KIA and 7 POWI s plus two 60mm mortars 
captured 0 -, • 

021640H-FAC team directed !IHueylt gunship against snipers shooting acrOM 
river resulting in 2 NVA KIA~ -
0217.35H-Co I reports finding 1 NVA KIA while conducting search of Obj .3 
a~ao , 
02lB15H-AmTrac while on resupply run from 1st AmTrac Bn to CP location 
hit 40 lbs pressure detonated mine at YD 3036860 
02l820H-Co M and Co K advised to continue search of area till dark~ then 
move back to Obj 3 area and Mai Xa Thi(east)o 
022100H-Co M and Co It: report casualties 'for day at 8 USMC KIA and .39 
WIA's with 141 NVA KIAo So 

030815H-Intelligence report indicates NVA will attempt large scale move­
ment in this area. 
030936H~Co L receiving 13 rounds incoming artilleryo 
03l405H-Tank #202142 that was submerged at YO 288687 has been destroyedo 
031440H-Co I while observing bridge and west side_of river from Obj .3 
saw NVA moving in hamlet. Called in artillery and fired 3.5 rocket 
resulting in 1 NVA KIAo 
03l830H=Co I reports sporadic sniper fire from west side of river at 
In 284670. . . 
03l850H=Co L receiving incoming~~ars from uilknown direction. 
040655H-Co I and Co K began -(amove on the attack at m 285689 and are 
meeting no resistance. Obj is seC,Ared. Now conducting detailed search 
of area.' , 
041215H-Co L at YD 278670 received 3 rounds 82mm mortar fire resulting 
in .3 WIA U~IC 0 

04l440H~o L received) rounds 82mm resulting in 1 USMC KIA. 
041445H=Btry flCri reports incoming rockets on their position (m 34.3686) 
resulting in 1 damaged truck (6 X 6) and 2 USMC WIA non medevacs • 
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021245H-Co M and Co K continue to maintain pressure on the enemy.
Intense SAF and close in grenade exchange is occurring with the enemy.
02125OH-Co I at YD 286674 received a total of 17 rounds of 130mm
artillery from a direction of 5600 mils.
021255H-Recon Plt while maintaining defensive positions observed
1 NVA at YD 292684 moving to the east trying to flee from obj area.
021445H-Co M and Co K continue to meet resistance from enemy, however,
most of hamlet area has been secured. Large numbers of NVA bodies and
amounts of equipment are being found throughout the area.
02155OH-Request was made to destroy submerge tank because of inability
to remove it from bomb crater, Permission received to destroy tank
after it is stripped.
021600H-Co M and Co K are still in close contact. The enemy retains
a foot hole in the western edge of the hamlet. Attack continues with
casualties estimated at 135 NVA KIA and 7 POW's plus two 60mm mortars
captured.
02164OH-FAC team directed "Huey" gunship against snipers shooting across
river resulting in 2 NVA KIA.
021735H-Co I reports finding 1 NVA KIA while conducting search of obj 3
area.
021815H-AmTrac while on resupply run from 1st AmTrac Bn to CP location
hit 40 lbs pressure detonated mine at YD 303686
021820H-Co M and Co K advised to continue search of area till dark, then
move back to obj 3 area and Mai Xa Thi (east).
02210OH-Co M and Co K report casualties for day at 8 USMC KIA and 39
WIA's with 141 NVA KIA's.
030815H-Intelligence report indicates NVA will attempt large scale move-
ment in this area.
030936H-Co L receiving 13 rounds incoming artillery.
0314O5H-Tank #202142 that was submerged at YD 288687 has been destroyed.
03144OH-Co I while observing bridge and west side of river from obj 3
saw NVA moving in hamlet. Called in artillery and fired 3.5 rocket
resulting in 1 NVA KIA.
031830H-Co I reports sporadic sniper fire from west side of river at
YD 284670.
031850H-Co L receiving incoming mortars from unknown direction.
040655H-Co I and Co K began to move on the attack at YD 285689 and are
meeting no resistance. Obj is secured. Now conducting detailed search
of area.
041215H-Co L at YD 278670 received 3 rounds 82mm mortar fire resulting
in 3 WIA USMC.
04144OH-Co L received 3 rounds 82mm resulting in 1 USMC KIA.
041445H-Btry "C" reports incoming rockets on their position (YD 343686)
resulting in 1 damaged truck (6 X 6) and 2 USMC WIA non medevacs.
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041715H=Co I received 14 rounds 60mm mortar fire. Spotted--possi61e1" 
mortar position and are calling. in counter mortar fire. 
050945H~Co L receiving 6 rounds 82mm. mortar fire from YD 282669. 
05l530H-Co I while search area. at YD 276698 came under intense sniper 
fire and imcoming 60mm mortar fire. Am'fracs with Co I received RPG 
rounds. Co I is responding with artillery and NGF missions. 
060855H-Co I at Obj 3 saw 3 NVA at first light and opened fire resulting 
in 1 NVA KIAo 
Ob1200H-Co L spotted movement across river and fired on approximately 
5-10 NVA moving from bunker to bunker resulting in 2 NVA KIA. 
070700H-Continuing to bombard area west of Obj 3 with NGF and art­
illery fire. TPQ-lO concentrations also being conducted in this area. 
080230H=TPQ-10 being dropped. 
0809JOH=TPQ=lO being dropped. 
081350H=AmTrac hit pressure detonated mine of 150 lbs at YD 316688. 
AmTrac burst into flame and was completely destroYed. 
081435H-Co L at YD 286672 received 2 incoming 82mm mortar rounds~ 
1 direct hit on bunker resulting in 3 USMC WIA's. 
081845H~TPQ-IO dropped. 
OS1935H=TPQ=lO dropped. 
082225H=TPQFfO dropped. 
082230H';"TPQ.;.,lO dropped. 
090220H=TPQ-IO dropped. 
090320H=TPQ-IO dropped. 
091030H-Co I saw 1 NV A at YD 284670 and fired 30 rounds M-16 resulting 
in 1 ~iVA nAo 
09121~;H~Co L at Obj 3 receiving 4 rounds artillery from a direction of 
6200 mils and 10 rounds 82mm mortar fire. 

.~ . 

091250H-Co L at Obj 3 receiving 7 rounds 60mm mortar fire from YD 280670. 
091640H";;TPQ."lO drc:>pped. 
091657H=TPQ=lO dropped. 
091720H=TPQ-IO dropped. 
091745H-TPQ-IO dropped. 
091935H-TPQ-IO dropped. 
l00700H-08)OH=7 TPQ-IOvs were dropped. Normal day activities are being 
condu(:ted to the north and northeast throughout the day. Bombardment 
of area west of Obj 3 will continue throughout the day. 
11000]~-112400H-Conducted normal security activities and directed NGF 
and artille~ against area west of Obj ]. 
12000lH=1224QOH=Conducted normal security activities j and directed NGF 
and artillery against area west of Obj 3. 
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041715H-Co I received 14 rounds 60mm mortar fire. Spotted possible
mortar position and are calling in counter mortar fire.
050945H-Co L receiving 6 rounds 82mm mortar fire from YD 282669.
05153OH-Co I while search area at YD 276698 came under intense sniper
fire and incoming 60mm mortar fire. AmTracs with Co I received RPG
rounds. Co I is responding with artillery and NGF missions.
060855H-Co I at obj 3 saw 3 NVA at first light and opened fire resulting
in 1 NVA KIA.
061200H-Co L spotted movement across river and fired on approximately
5-10 NVA moving from bunker to bunker resulting in 2 NVA KIA.
07070OH-Continuing to bombard area west of Obj 3 with NGF and art-
illery fire. TPQ-10 concentrations also being conducted in this area.
080230H-TPQ-10 being dropped.
08093OH-TPQ-10 being dropped.
08135OH-AmTrac hit pressure detonated mine of 150 lbs at YD 316688.
AmTrac burst into flame and was completely destroyed.
081435H-Co L at YD 286672 received 2 incoming 82mm mortar rounds,
1 direct hit on bunker resulting in 3 USMC WIA's.
081845H=TPQ-10 dropped.
081935H-TPQ-10 dropped.
082225H-TPQ-10 dropped.
082230H-TPQ-10 dropped.
090220H-TPQ-10 dropped.
090320H-TPQ-10 dropped.
091030H-Co I saw 1 NVA at YD 284670 and fired 30 rounds M-16 resulting
in 1 NVA KIA.
091215H-Co L at Obj 3 receiving 4 rounds artillery from a direction of
6200 mils and 10 rounds 82mm mortar fire.
091250H-Co L at Obj 3 receiving 7 rounds 60mm mortar fire from YD 280670.
09164OH-TPQ=10 dropped.
091657H-TPQ-10 dropped.
091720H-TPQ-10 dropped.
091745H-TPQ-10 dropped.
091935H-TPQ-10 dropped.
100700H-0830H=7 TPQ-10's were dropped. Normal day activities are being
conducted to the north and northeast throughout the day. Bombardment
of area west of Obj 3 will continue throughout the day.
110001H-112400H-Conducted normal security activities and directed NGF
and artillery against area west of Obj 3.
120001H-122400H-Conducted normal security activities, and directed NGF
and artillery against area west of Obj 3.
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311900H-Co L moving to trace of Co 1 and CO.K. '. AttacWgunitS DiBJdng, .. ··,~,·: 
better progressD 
311930H-Attacking units now will into Obj 3. 
3l2030H-Co I reports that its lead elements are through the obj. 
J121JOH-At this time Obj J is 80% secured. Co I and Co M and eo L . all 
occupying positions within the hamlet. Sniper fire continues but or­
ganized resistance has ceased. 
312J55H-Flare ship leaving obj area. All units set into night d&t~nsive 
positions. 
OlOOO5H-Go L at YD 287670 received J rounds 82mm mortar-& from ID27166a 
resulting in 4 USMC WIA~s.. r 

Ol05l0H-CP group received 40 rounds i~ng.82luiU mortar and artillery 
fire. Counter battery fire being directed.' against. suspected enemy 
artillery positions 0 . . ' . . 

Ol0750H-Co'I at In 286676 had mall trip booby ·trap while, mOving throragh 
hedge row resulting in 1 USMC WlA Hedevac~ "" '" , 
Ol0800H=Co M and Co I now moving out to conduct detailed sea~ch of area 
and sweep through rest 0 f obj 0 . , 

Ol08J5H-CoKa~ YD 285687 while checking area of last nightie ambush 
found 1 'NVA nA~ 2 rines, 1 additional pool of blood and various equip­
ment. 
010856H-Co I captured 1 NVA WIA~ Initial interrogation reveals NVA is 
a corpsman with 3rd Co» Jrd Bn1 803rd NVA Regt and that the Bn CP was 
located at this point. 
OlIJlOH-Co I while conducting sweep and detailed search of obj. found 17 
NVA KIA.\> large amounts of enemy _aponsj> radios and equipment including 
1 Russian ]0 cal o light MG. 
Ol1415H=Co M and Co L receiving heavy artillery fire from a. northerly dir­
ection. . 
01l500H=Co. K receiving 4 rounds 60mm mortar fire 0 

O1l510H:-Co M repQrts p while attacking Obj .3~ sustaining 9 USMC nAl liIj> 
and 37 WIAI s. ' .. 
Ol15JOH=Co L at YD 285688 r~ceived 6 r6unds 82mm mortar fire resulting 
in 2 USMC WIAO s. . . ..' 
Ol1540H-Co N at m. 287675 completed.c:iawe,pi~f'1ntiBg,;wflillxmll~ .iU!Groull!dil;;a:dd'i& 
12.7mm MGo Co L reports finding anothe-r NVA KiWi and 2 NVA KIAISe 
Oll715H-Co Lj> Co I~ and Co M conducted a detailed search of Obj J finding 
fortifications orientated for an attack from north or east 0 Enemyls de­
fense was complete with a comm~icationts system 01' comm ~re connecting 
bunkers. A totalbf 44 NVA K;I;A 9 s ~ 2PQ1f s~ we.poJUB ~ andfassQrted gear wa!!! 
capture do), 
012030H=Position reporte:~ Co L eYD 287671) j> Co I (YD 285.672) ~ Co M 
(YD 30268l)~ COK;~~ed fram its position at dusk to (YO 288687) because 
01' intelligence report indicating poss1b~·attack in area~ 
020J5~=Co K receiving approximately 7O~100 rounds incoming mortars and 
artilleI"Y~ , 
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311900H-Co L moving to trace of Co I and Co M. Attacking units making
better progress.
311930H-Attacking units now well into Obj 30
312030H-Co I reports that its lead elements are through the obj.
31213OH-At this time obj 3 is 80% secured. Co I and Co M and Co L . all

occupying positions within the hamlet. Sniper fire continues but or-
ganized resistance has ceased.
312355H-Flare ship leaving obj area. All units set into night defensive
positions.
010005H-Co L at YD 287670 received 3 rounds 82mm mortars from YD 271668
resulting in 4 USMC WIA's.
010510H-CP group received 40 rounds incoming 82mm mortar and artillery
fire. Counter battery fire being directed against suspected enemy
artillery positions.
010750H-Co I at YD 286676 had man trip booby trap while moving through
hedge row resulting in 1 USMC WIA Medevac.
01080OH-Co M and Co I now moving out to conduct detailed search of area
and sweep through rest of obj.
010835H-Co K at YD 285687 while checking area of last night's ambush
found 1 NVA KIA, 2 rifles, 1 additional pool of blood and various equip-
ment.
010856H-Co I captured 1 NVA WIA: Initial interrogation reveals NVA is
a corpsman with 3rd Co, 3rd Bn, 803rd NVA Regt and that the Bn CP was
located at this point.
011310H-Co I while conducting sweep and detailed search of obj found 17
NVA KIA, large amounts of enemy weapons, radios and equipment including
1 Russian 30 cal. light MG.
011415H-Co M and Co L receiving heavy artillery fire from a northerly dir-
ection.
01150OH-Co K receiving 4 rounds 60mm mortar fire.

011510H-Co M reports, while attacking obj 3, sustaining 9 USMC KIA's,
and 37 WIA's.
01153OH-Co L at YD 285688 received 6 rounds 82mm mortar fire resulting
in 2 USMC WIA's.
01154OH-Co M at YD 287675 completed sweep finding weapons, RPG rounds and a

12.7mm MG. Co L reports finding another NVA POW and 2 NVA KIA's.
011715H-Co L, Co I, and Co M conducted a detailed search of obj 3 finding
fortifications orientated for an attack from north or east. Enemy's de-
fense was complete with a communication's system of comm wire connecting
bunkers. A total of 44 NVA KIA's, 2 POW'sS, weapons, and assorted gear was
captured.
012030H-Position reports: Co L (YD 287671), Co I (YD 285672), Co M
(YD 302681), Co K moved from its position at dusk to (YD 288687) because
of intelligence report indicating possible attack in area.
020352H-Co K receiving approximately 70-100 rounds incoming mortars and
artillery.
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02035~{-NVF to give illumination for Co Ko 
020403H=All companies directed to be on 100% alert. Be ready to move in 
support, of Co K. 
020410H-lst AmTrac Bn advised that Co 1 is under heavy ground attack. 
Flareship is requested to support Co I. 
020412H-Tanks directed to be ready to move 0 Co M advised to be ready to 
move. 
020420H-Co M to send 1 platoon with tanks to aid Co K. 
020425H-Co K directed to consider any routes for possible enemy with­
drawaL Routes can be covered by artillery. 
020435H-Flareship on station. 
020445H=Enemy troops in front of Co K CP location are milling around e 

8lmm ml:lrtars firing at observed troop movement. 
020540H=Tanks advised to use mine sweep team and move out with 1 platoon 
fram from Co M to support Co K. Co K directing 8lmm mortars j l07mm mortarsj 
artillery} and NGF with repeated. fire for effect.s 0 Tanks will check for 
possible ambush. 
020620H-Co M advised to have rest of company to move out. 
020630H-Co K continues to receive enemy·fire and what appears to be a 
second assault. Enemw made first assault on position that Co K was in 
before moving after dark. Co K continues to call in fire support and 
has received tanks and Co MiS platoon in support. 
020745H-Enemy attack seems to have been repulsed. Sniper fire c~tinues 
from the direction of the attack. Tanks and Co Kcontinues to direct fire 
on avenues of enemy withdrawaL An 10 has been requested for obj area, 
020810H-CP group at m 307682 received 16 rounds of artillery from' a netL, .. ,·. '! 

northerly direetion. Calling in counter battery fire. 
020815H-Co K receiving large amounts of mortar fire from within hamlet of 
Lam Xuan. Also~ receiving automat,;i..c weapons fire. Directing artillery 
and NGF on mortar positions at this time. 
020900H=Co K and Co M receiving mortal'" fire and autQmatie weaPPM fire 
from \!II'est side of river and Mai x.a. Thi.,: Large numbe'l'S of WIA. appear to 
be moving out of hamlet to the north. Direeting maximum use of supporting 
fir~,against enemy. 
0209JOHooMortar fire continues to be directed against Co Mo Mortars 
believed to be 82mm from a direction of 6100 mils. Co M with tank are 
pressing the attack~ 
021000H4Snemy 82mm mortar fire continues from north. Believe it to be 
coming; from Nhi Ha (YD 2770 grid square) 0 Co M continuing to make 
good progress,moving in the attack. Mortar fire is continuous And hea~. 
021050H=Co M and Co K are moving forward meeting automatic weapons fire', . 
and ta.king large numbers of 82mm rounds 0 Progress is slow-using tanks:.':. 
to knolck out enemy in fortified positions. . 
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020355H-NGF to give illumination for Co K.
020403H-All companies directed to be on 100% alert. Be ready to move in
support of Co K.
02041OH-1st AmTrac Bn advised that Co K is under heavy ground attack.
Flareship is requested to support Co K.
020412H-Tanks directed to be ready to move. Co M advised to be ready to
move.
02042OH-Co M to send 1 platoon with tanks to aid Co K.
020425H-Co K directed to consider any routes for possible enemy with-
drawal. Routes can be covered by artillery.
020435H-Flareship on station.
020445H-Enemy troops in front of Co K CP location are milling around.
81mm mortars firing at observed troop movement.
02054OH-Tanks advised to use mine sweep team and move out with 1 platoon
from from Co M to support Co K. Co K directing 81mm mortars, 107mm mortars,
artillery, and NGF with repeated fire for effects. Tanks will check for
possible ambush.
020620H-Co M advised to have rest of company to move out.
020630H-Co K continues to receive enemy fire and what appears to be a
second assault. Enemy made first assault on position that Co K was in
before moving after dark. Co K continues to call in fire support and
has received tanks and Co M 1 s platoon in support.
020745H-Enemy attack seems to have been repulsed. Sniper fire continues
from the direction of the attack. Tanks and Co K continues to direct fire
on avenues of enemy withdrawal. An AO has been requested for obj area.
020810H-CP group at YD 307682 received 16 rounds of artillery from'a
northerly direction. Calling in counter battery fire.
020815H-Co K receiving large amounts of mortar fire from within hamlet of
Lam Xuan. Also, receiving automatic weapons fire. Directing artillery
and NGF on mortar positions at this time.
020900H-Co K and Co M receiving mortar fire and automatic weapons fire
from west side of river and Mai Xa Thi. Large numbers of NVA appear to
be moving out of hamlet to the north. Directing maximum use of supporting
fires against enemy.
020930H-Mortar fire continues to be directed against Co M. Mortars
believed to be 82mm from a direction of 6100 mils. Co M with tank are
pressing the attack.
021000H-Enemy 82mm mortar fire continues from north. Believe it to be
coming from Nhi Ha (YD 2770 grid square). Co M continuing to make
good progress moving in the attack. Mortar fire is continuous and heavy
021050H-Co M and Co K are moving forward meeting automatic weapons fire
and taking large numbers of 82mm rounds. Progress is slow-using tanks
to knock out enemy in fortified positions.
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29l830H-Co K reports receiving 40 rounds of incoming artillery. 
29l950H-'l'PQ-lO-1 s will be run on Obj 3 (m 286672) ~ 
292000H-Position report: CF (m 307681), Co L (m 285690), Co K (m 283688), 
Co I (YD 303681), Co M (m 300686) _~- -
292130H-TPQ-10's being run against Obj 3 (YD 286672). 
300140H-Co M at YD 301686 receiving 3 hand grenades and approximately 5 M-79 
grenades. 
300945H-Co L has 1 platoon across river to west of obj area. 
300955H-=Co K has 2 NVAPOW' s, 1 rocket launcher and 2 light KG's. Co It 
requests interpreter for interrogation of POW's. POW's were found by scout 
dogs at YO 281689. 
301035H-CoK while searching at YO 285688 found I dead NVA outside bunker. 
30l1l5H-Intelligence report reveals that on 22 Jan Chieu Hoi reported AF 
mine field in the vicinity of YO 236676. 
30l130H-Co L found 2 NVA bodies in shallow graves, assorted documents and 
gear. Gear believed to be that of a corpsman. 
30l215H-Interrogation of 2 POWls found bi Co K indicates that there is a Bn 
CP at m 286673. 
301500H-=Co L at YD 281689 finding bloody bandages leading north and west 
across river. 
30l515H-Co M at YD 292687 found 1 artillery 105mm dud which was blown in ,. 
place 0 

30l540H=Request TPQ-lOus on YO 288677 and YD 286675 be dropped before 2400H 
due to patrols in area after that time. 
30l630H-Air strike onOhj 3 in progress6 
30172OH-Co L at YO 286690 while searching a bunker found 1 NVA body and 3 
chi c-om grenades. 
3Ol855H-Co L at YD 285691 received approximately 12 rounds incoming 130mm 
artilleryo They request counter battery fire against suspected enemy art~ 
i1lery positions. 
30l935H-Co K at YO 287688 received 20 rounds of l30mm artille~ from a dir-
ect~on of 6000 milso . . 
J023l0H~TPQ=loa snow being -dropped" 
3l0l30H-1 squad from Co M departing toward Obj 3 (YD 286673) are to act as 
guides for CoM movement to attackpositiono 
310230H-Co M now moving to assembly area'~o arrive there at ° 530H • 
310555H=Co KG s platoQnti.8iZed,dive.r~:i~mary 'force;.,a:ow- in position at tD 288678. 
310655H-Co M is in attack position awaiting first. light. 
310702H-Co K's divisionary force now in the attack from northo Will attack 
by fire for 15 minutes 0 

)10710H-CP taking 15 rounds incoming 130mm artillery from a northerly dir­
ection. 
3107l5H-Co M reports receiving incoming artill~ry and 50 cal MG fire. 
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291830H-Co K reports receiving 40 rounds of incoming artillery.
2919 50H-TPQ-10' s will be run on Obj 3 (YD 286672).
292000H-Position report: CP (YD 307681), Co L (YD 285690), Co K (YD 283688),
Co I (YD 303681), Co M (YD 300686).
292130H-TPQ-10's being run against obj 3 (YD 286672).
30014OH-Co M at YD 301686 receiving 3 hand grenades and approximately 5 M-79
grenades.
300945H-Co L has 1 platoon across river to west of obj area.

300955H-Co K has 2 NVA POW's, 1 rocket launcher and 2 light MG's. Co K
requests interpreter for interrogation of POW'S. POW's were found by scout

dogs at YD 281689.
301035H-Co K while searching at YD 285688 found 1 dead NVA outside bunker.
301115H-Intelligence report reveals that on 22 Jan Chieu Hoi reported AP
mine field in the vicinity of YD 236676.
301130H-Co L found 2 NVA bodies in shallow graves, assorted documents and

gear. Gear believed to be that of a corpsman.
301215H-Interrogation of 2 POW's found by Co K indicates that there is a Bn
CP at YD 286673.
301500H-Co L at YD 281689 finding bloody bandages leading north and west
across river.

301515H-Co M at YD 292687 found 1 artillery 10 5mm dud which was blown in
place.
30154OH-Request TPQ-10': on YD 288677 and YD 286675 be dropped before 2400H
due to patrols in area after that time.
301630H-Air strike on Obj 3 in progress.
301720H-Co L at YD 286690 while searching a bunker found 1 NVA body and 3
chi com grenades.
301855H-Co L at YD 285691 received approximately 12 rounds incoming 130mm
artillery. They request counter battery fire against suspected enemy art-
illery positions.
301935H-Co K at YD 287688 received 20 rounds of 130mm artillery from a dir-
ection of 6000 mils.
302310H-TPQ-10's now being dropped.
310130H-1 squad from Co M departing toward nbj 3 (YD 286673) are to act as
guides for Co M movement to attack position.
31023OH-Co M now moving to assembly area to arrive there at 053OH.
310555H-Co K S platoon sized diversionary force now in position at YD 288678.
310655H-Co M is in attack position awaiting first light.
310702H-Co K's divisionary force now in the attack from north. Will attack
by fire for 15 minutes.
31071OH-CP taking 15 rounds incoming 130mm artillery from a northerly dir-
ection.
310715H-Co M reports receiving incoming artillery and 50 cal MG fire.
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]10730H=,Co M reports assault elements inside first treeline of obj in 
heavy cc,ntact with well dug in NVA. Attack continuing utilizing maximum 
supporti.J}g arms fire. Waiting for fog to lift to diredt fixed wing 
support. LVTH-6 i s now moving down eua Viet River to Co Mis position to 
lend direct fire support. 
310750H-Bn CP receiving 15 more rounds 130mm artillery at YO 307681. 
Directic'n 6000 mils. 
310830H-~o M moving forward slowly against heavy resistance. Enemy has 
50 cal. MG and mortars. Co M is employing 8lmm mortars 1 artillery~ NGF j 

and awai.ts GAS and LVTH-6' 8. 

310845H-·LVTH-69 s have arrived at Co M's position. 
310900H-·Co M is meeting heavy resistance reporting 50 cal. MGI s in 4-
bunkers which must be knocked out prior to advance. Co M still reports 
incoming artillery rounds from a direction of 6050 mils 0 Enemy is em,= 
ploying RR from obj area, 
Jl09l5H-Co I is moving out by tVTUs to support Co M in the attack. 2nd 
Plt Co M taking heavy casualties. Co M receiving 50 rounds 130mm art­
illerY1 and recoill:essd:~irle£'fi~~_q 
Jll005H~0 I now taking incoming artillery fire. Direction 5800 mils. 
311040H-At YD 287672 Co M is still held up due to SAF and incoming 
artillery. Co I is moving up on west flank. Supporting fires taking 
heavy toll on enemy. 
J1l200H-·Fixed wing has yet to arrive on station. Co M is advised that 
CAS is doubtful and to proceed without it. 
3ll207H·-Co r is moving up behind smoke screen. 
Jll215H·oCo I ?-TId Co M are prepared to mark lines for air strike. 
J1l235H=·Co 14 and Co I at In 287672 continue to maintain contact with the 
enemy and are pressing the attack using smoke and whiskey papa as a 
screen. 
J1l250H··Co I reports negative observ"tion of bridge on west side of obj 0 

311425H~·Co L given warning order to be ready to move. 
Jl14JOH'=Co M and Co I in close contact with enemy in.fortified positions 
at YD 2fJ7672. Co L will be moved to fUpport the attack if required. Very 
little progress being made at this time. 
311515Ho=AO and dixed wing are on the way" Co M dropping back for air 
strike. 
Jl154-5H=Co M (YO 2a7672) with Co I on their left flank continuing to 
attack liith little progres5o More CAS is on the way. Co M est:iJnates 40 
casuaUiea up to this time 0 

311555H--Air strike in progress. Requesting flare ship and relief. 
311600H=Co L moving out on order to position behind Co I and Co M. After 
pulling back for air strike Co I and Co M returned to the attack. Air 
strike waS largely ineffective due to haze and many duds. 
JllalOH=Report received that there will be no more fixed wing available • 
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310730H-Co M reports assault elements inside first treeline of obj in
heavy contact with well dug in NVA. Attack continuing utilizing maximum
supporting arms fire. Waiting for fog to lift to diredt fixed wing
support. LVTH-6's now moving down Cua Viet River to Co M's position to
lend direct fire support.
31075OH-Bn CP receiving 15 more rounds 130mm artillery at YD 307681.
Direction 6000 mils.
310830H-Cc M moving forward slowly against heavy resistance. Enemy has
50 cal. MG and mortars. Co M is employing 81mm mortars, artillery, NGF,
and awaits CAS and LVTH-6 S.
310845H-LVTH-6's have arrived at Co M's position.
310900H-Co M is meeting heavy resistance reporting 50 cal. MG's in 4
bunkers which must be knocked out prior to advance. Co M still reports
incoming artillery rounds from a direction of 6050 mils. Enemy is em-
ploying RR from obj area.
310915H-Co I is moving out by LVT's to support Co M in the attack. 2nd
Plt Co M taking heavy casualties. Co M receiving 50 rounds 130mm art-
illery, and recoillessrrifleffire.
311005H-Co I now taking incoming artillery fire. Direction 5800 mils.
31104OH-At YD 287672 Co M is still held up due to SAF and incoming
artillery. Co I is moving up on west flank. Supporting fires taking
heavy toll on enemy.
311200H-Fixed wing has yet to arrive on station. Co M is advised that
CAS is doubtful and to proceed without it.

311207H-Co I is moving up behind smoke screen.
311215H-Co I and Co M are prepared to mark lines for air strike.
311235H=Co M and Co I at YD 287672 continue to maintain contact with the

enemy and are pressing the attack using smoke and whiskey papa as a
screen.
31125OH-Co I reports negative observation of bridge on west side of obj.
311425H=Co L given warning order to be ready to move.
311430H-=Co M and Co I in close contact with enemy in fortified positions
at YD 287672. Co L will be moved to support the attack if required. Very
little progress being made at this time.
311515H-AO and dixed wing are on the way. Co M dropping back for air
strike.
311545H-Co M (YD 287672) with Co I on their left flank continuing to
attack with little progress. More CAS is on the way. Co M estimates 40
casualties up to this time.
311555H-Air strike in progress. Requesting flare ship and relief.
311600H-Co L moving out on order to position behind Co I and Co M. After
pulling back for air strike Co I and Co M returned to the attack. Air
strike was largely ineffective due to haze and many duds.
31181OH-Report received that there will be no more fixed wing available.
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281020H~Advised Co L that 803rd NVA Company is in obj .area. . 
28l048H~CP and Co L at YO 298686 received 24 rounds of l~ artillery 
·from 315 degrees 0 

28l118H-Co L moving behind tanks and receiving negative resistance. 
Co L reports. that one tank while crossing paddy sunk into large bomb 
crater and is submerged. 
2S1125H-Co L reports hitting booby tra.p resulting in casual1!ies. 
2811JOH-=Co L taking SAF fromobj area. " 
28113,H-Co l( advised to be prepared to move out 0 

2812l0H-AO spots 4 WA moving out of obj west acros" river .• 
2S1212H-Co L report s tank hit by RPG. 
281215H-Artillery AO reports enemy moving around in obj. Calling'in 
artillery on target. . . . 
28l217H-Co L ordered toijP1d bt:ck so air can be utili zed against 

. enemy attempting tomov. lout of we.~t side of obj 0 • . 

2S1230H-CP receiving 22 rounds incoming 130mm ~til1ery. 
2Sl236H-Co L advised to bring tanks back for air strike. Cb L 

'requesting Co K for support. 
2S1240H~CP receiving 16 more rounds incoming. 
2Sl312H-CP receiving more incoming artillery. Co Kpreparing to 
move out. 
28l315H-=Co L advised to take it slow and make. maximum use ot supporting 
arms 0 Co K moving upo 
;281J30H-Co L reports taking heavy casualt~es. 
28l340H=Alr: strike in progress. AO reports that air strike accounted 
for 10 NVA KIA~s and that enemy is moving around in obj area. 
281421H-Air strike completed and OoK reports making good progress. 
28l5l0H=Half way through obj still m~eting heavy resistane~o 
28l523H-Co L advised to keep moving and call in fire support. 
28153lH-Tank reported stuck. 
28l550H-Co M at YD 293678 sighted bunkers with VC. Called in artillery 
and NGF destroying 5 shelters and 100 meters of trenchline. 
28l600H-Requested to have Flames fueled and ready to go tomorrow. 
28l64QH-Air strike conducted--BDAj 14 NVA KIA. 
281721H=Artillery firing at YD 282689 credited with 4 NVA KIA~ 
28l740H-Co L j~st ~O~~~g q~t b~g b~nker with aut~tic weapon that was 
holding them back. . 
281745H-Air strike conducted--BDA.: 7 bunkers destroyed and 3 sec­
ondary explosions. 
28l800H=Co L reperts finding an enemy 30 caL MG~: 1 RPG-2 launcher» 
8 NVA KIA~anda lot of gear in obj area. Total is 36 NVA KIA for 
this objso far. 
28l8~3H=AmTrac5 report tank hitting mine as they were attempting to pull 

" ... itt _~rom a paddy •. Am.Tracs will try again tomorrow. 
r 281Sl5H-AO 'observed 4 NVA moving into a house 0 AO is adjusting . artillery 

oq. . hoas~i/' :,.1,' . 
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281020H-Advised Co L that 803rd NVA Company is in obj area.
281048H-CP and Co L at YD 298686 received 24 rounds of 130mm artillery
from 315 degrees.
281118H-Co L moving behind tanks and receiving negative resistance.
Co L reports that one tank while crossing paddy sunk into large bomb
crater and is submerged.
281125H-Co L reports hitting booby trap resulting in casualties.
281130H-Co L taking SAF from obj area.
281135H-Co K advised to be prepared to move out.
281210H-AO spots 4 NVA moving out of obj west across river.
281212H-Co L reports tank hit by RPG.
281215H-Artillery AO reports enemy moving around in obj. Calling in

artillery on target.
281217H-Co L ordered to hold back so air can be utilized against
enemy attempting to move out of west side of obj.
281230H-CP receiving 22 rounds incoming 130mm artillery.
281236H-Co L advised to bring tanks back for air strike. Co L
requesting Co K for support.
28124OH-CP receiving 16 more rounds incoming.
281312H-CP receiving more incoming artillery. Co K preparing to
move out.
281315H-Co L advised to take it slow and make maximum use of supporting
arms. Co K moving up.
281330H-Co L reports taking heavy casualties.
28134OH-Air: strike in progress. AO reports that air strike accounted
for 10 NVA KIA's and that enemy is moving around in obj area.
281421H-Air strike completed and Co K reports making good progress.
28151OH-Half way through obj still meeting heavy resistance.
281523H-Co L advised to keep moving and call in fire support.
281531H-Tank reported stuck.

28155OH-Co M at YD 293678 sighted bunkers with VC. Called in artillery
and NGF destroying 5 shelters and 100 meters of trenchline.
281600H-Requested to have Flames fueled and ready to go tomorrow.
28164OH-Air strike conducted--BDA: 14 NVA KIA.
281721H-Artillery firing at YD 282689 credited with 4 NVA KIA.
28174OH-Co L just knocked out big bunker with automatic weapon that was
holding them back.
281745H-Air strike conducted--BDA: 7 bunkers destroyed and 3 sec-
ondary explosions.
28180OH-Co L reports finding an enemy 30 cal. MG, 1 RPG-2 launcher,
8 NVA KIA, and a lot of gear in obj area. Total is 36 NVA KIA for
this obj so far.

281813H-AmTracs report tank hitting mine as they were attempting to pull
it from a paddy. AmTracs will try again tomorrow.
281815H-AO observed 4 NVA moving into a house. AO is adjusting artillery
on house
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281820H=Co M moving to take up a position north of the obj to block and 
observe enemy withdrawal. 
28l825H<"(;o L advised to continue attack by using illumination. Will use 
NGF and artillery to provide illumination. Flareship has been requested. 
28l850H·~Co M reports 1 NVA KIA when he ran into blocking force at YO 278696. 
281855HoaAir strike in progress y AO reports a large secondary explosion. 
2820l5H-~F1areship reports on station. 
282140H·~Co L reports 15 more NVAKIA found in obj. Co L and Co K told to 
consolidate their positio.D.o 
282235H·~Position reportsi Co M (YD 277693 to YD 283694), Co L (YO 282688 
to YO 2H7686):1 Co K (YO 280693 to YD 283688), Co I (YD 300682)~ CP (YD 310684), 
AmTracs (YO 310684) ~ Ontos and Tanks (YO 282688 to YO 287686), Btry IiC" 
(LZ Robin), Recon PIt (YO 300682), Co N (YD 306680), and Btry IiW" (YO 305680). 
290145H·~o L and Co K at YO 285688 receiving 23 rounds incomi~ artillery 
believed to be l30m.m from a direction of 5300 mils. 
290150H·~Co L and Co K advised to be watchful for ground attack. 
290450H··Co K to move at 0645H--advised to coordinate with Co L. 
290806H-Position report from Co M~ (YD 288688). 
290945H··Co L and Co K infonned to have FO' s register danger close fire 
missions. 
29l010HoeCo I at (YD 285672) observed NVA moving about;- called in artillery 
mission resulting in 3 NVA KIA. 
291010H".;co M at (YD 289689) finds 1 NVA KIA with gear. 
291030H·~o I at (YO 293674) detained 2 males age 19 and 24~ turned over 
to 8-2. 
291055H·-Prisoner captured at YD 287691 is member of 4th 'C0 ll 3rd Bn, 82nd 
NVA Regt 0 States that 110 men were in obj. MSlV' escaped. 
291120H·~Co L· reports taking 15 rounds l30mm artillery at YO 284689 from a 
direction of 6000 mils. 
291l37H·~Co L will be moving out very shortly. Co L and Co K again taking 
incoming artilleryg 10 rounds. 
29l255H·-Co K reports finding 2 more NVA bodies. 
291305H·-Co K advised scout dogs are available. 
29l350H-Co M starting to search obj area with Co L. 
291445H..Qbj is completely secured. Co M is advised to move to YO 300685 
at lboOH. Co M has found 1 NVA KIA with A1<-47 in burned out bunker. 
29l735H-Go K reports finding 2 NVA KIA and various documents. Co L after 
search of obj area reports 37 dead NVA~ assorted equipment and gear. 
29l800H=Received information that the "TET cease fire" will not go into 
effect 0 
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281820H-Co M moving to take up a position north of the obj to block and
observe enemy withdrawal.
281825H-Co L advised to continue attack by using illumination. Will use
NGF and artillery to provide illumination. Flareship has been requested.
281850H-Co M reports 1 NVA KIA when he ran into blocking force at YD 278696.
281855H-Air strike in progress, AO reports a large secondary explosion.
282015H-Flareship reports on station.
28214OH-Co L reports 15 more NVA KIA found in obj. Co L and Co K told to
consolidate their position.
282235H-Position reports: Co M (YD 277693 to YD 283694), Co L (YD 282688
to YD 287686), Co K (YD 280693 to YD 283688), Co I (YD 300682), CP (YD 310684),
AmTracs (YD 310684), Ontos and Tanks (YD 282688 to YD 287686), Btry "C"
(LZ Robin), Recon Plt (YD 300682), Co N (YD 306680), and Btry HII (YD 305680).
290145H-Co L and Co K at YD 285688 receiving 23 rounds incoming artillery
believed to be 130mm from a direction of 5300 mils.
290150H-Co L and Co K advised to be watchful for ground attack.
29045OH--Co K to move at 0645H advised to coordinate with Co L.
290806H-Position report from Co M: (YD 288688).
290945H-CO L and Co K informed to have FO's register danger close fire
missions.
291010H-Co I at (YD 285672) observed NVA moving about; called in artillery
mission resulting in 3 NVA KIA.
291010H-Co M at (YD 289689) finds 1 NVA KIA with gear.
291030H-Co I at (YD 293674) detained 2 males age 19 and 24, turned over
to S-2.
291055H-Prisoner captured at YD 287691 is member of 4th Co, 3rd Bn, 82nd
NVA Regt. States that 110 men were in obj. Many escaped.
291120H-Co L reports taking 15 rounds 130mm artillery at YD 284689 from a
direction of 6000 mils.
291137H-Co L will be moving out very shortly. Co L and Co K again taking
incoming artillery: 10 rounds.
291255H-Co K reports finding 2 more NVA bodies.
291305H-Co K advised scout dogs are available.
291350H-Co M starting to search obj area with Co L.
291445H-Obj is completely secured. Co M is advised to move to YD 300685
at 1600H. Co M has found 1 NVA KIA with AK-47 in burned out bunker.
291735H-Co K reports finding 2 NVA KIA and various documents. Co L after
search of obj area reports 37 dead NVA, assorted equipment and gear.
291800H-Received information that the "TET cease fire" will not go into
effect.
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