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1. DESIGNATION 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART I 
ORGMTIZATION DATA 

CONN.Al'41>ER 

3d .Amphibian :L1ractor Battalion (-) 1-31 Jul: LtC,ol Robert L. SHUFORD 

SU130RDINATE 'U'NITS, 

HLGS COr.lpDny, 3d ..Amphibian Traotor Bn 
"A" Company, 3d ,Amphibiun Tractor Bn 

I1JI1 Company, 3d Amphibian '.rraotor Bn 

1-31 Ju1: Maj Ruel, o. DEPOALI 
1-,2 Jul: Oapt Gary D. SOLIS 

3-31 Ju1: Maj Robert D. DASCH 
1-31 Ju1: Ca.pt William H. VAN JiNII'\/'ERP 

.ATTACHED UNITS 

'1-5 Jul: 4th Plt, Company "A", 1st a:t{lhibia.n Tra,ctoJ;' Battalion OrOON 3d 
iun~)hibiiJ.n Tl.'ctctor Battalion (-), (Rein). 6 Ju1: Said Pl t/Co. returned to 
parent l1llit. 

2. LOCk.:ION. 

1-31 Jul: Da Han.g, RV11 

3. S~I}Al1'.F OJ?.&'ICl:}RS 

Executive Officer 1-31 Jul: l1aj James E. SllAB 

3-1 1-31 Ju1: 1 stLt Frank A. L.Al·Jl3ERT 

J-2 1-10 Jul: 2dLt David E. \lELBORN 
11-31 Jul: 1 stLt Ja.r:Jes R. LYNCH 

S-;5 1-2; Jul: Maj Robert D. DASCH 
3-31 Jul: l:laj Ja.rues E. S\';.AB 

3-4 1-31 Jul: Maj Ruel o. DEFOALI 
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PART I
ORGANIZATION DATA

1. DESIGNATION COMMANDER

3d Amphibian Tractor Battalion (-) 1-31 Jul: LtCol Robert L. SHUFORD

SUBORDINATE UNITS

H&S Company, 3d Amphibian Tractor Bn 1-31 Jul: Maj Ruel O. DEPOALI
"A" Company, 3d Amphibian Tractor Bn 1-2 Jul: Capt Gary D. SOLIS

3-31 Jul: Maj Robert D. DASCH
"3" Company, 3d Amphibian Tractor Bn 1-31 Jul: Capt William H. VAN ANTWERP

ATTACHED UNITS

1-5 Jul: 4th Plt, Company "A", 1st Amphibian Tractor Battalion OPCON 3d
Amphibian Tractor Battalion (-), (Rein). 6 Jul: Said Plt/Co. returned to
parent unit.

2. LOCATION.

1-31 Jul: Da Nang, RVN

3. STAFF OFFICERS

Executive Officer 1-31 Jul: Maj James E. SWAB

S-1 1-31 Jul: 1stLt Frank A. LAMBERT

S-2 1-10 Jul: 2dLt David E. WELBORN
11-31 Jul: 1stLt James R. LYNCH

S-3 1-21 Jul: Maj Robert D. DASCH
3-31 Jul: Maj James E. SWAB

S-4 1-31 Jul: Maj Ruel O. DEPOALI
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USN m:-m:, 
3 1,4 

P.A.RT II 
NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

DUl'ine this reporting period the battalion maintained an overall OGmbat 
readin0SS :postw:e of catagory 2. Problem a.reas were: (1) Shorta.ge of Offlc(:lrs, 
two (2) Hajors 1803, and one (1) capt 2502, one (1)Oal't 1803 and two (2) Ltts 
180); (2) Combat equipment losses are at 18%; (3) Oritioally needed spa.re :?arts 
have not arrived in sufficient quantities. Anticipated future combat losses ma;y 
de[;rade our oombat equipn:ent readiness te 03. 

The Battalion oontinued its support of the 1 st and 7th J:flarine Regiments 
und the 2nd Battalion, 5th l1Iarines during this period. One (1) platoon re­
mained under operational oontrol of the 196th Light Infantr,y Brieade in tIm 
C~u La! TAOH. Technique of emPloyment consisted of one platoon (10 LV'rp5's) 
in surrport of each infantry ba.ttalion in the Da Nang TAOR, exoept 2/7 \.".hioh 
10 oup;:Jorted by a section (5 LVTP5 I s). 

The nissions performed by these phl toons vary from battalion to battalion. 
The basio missions h::.ve been re-supply, Med Evao's, taotical sweeps, blookil1l~ 
forces and reC'.otion fOl"Ces. Other missions performed by the LVT units have 
been 1 El;rinC: of o01:ll!lU!lioation wire in water, riverine operations, and road 
patrols. 

111.8 k,.ttlIlion participated in three (3) najor operations during this per.iod. 
An extensi va road reconnaissance was made with the 7th Marines. Operation 
''Elliot'' (1/7) utilized six (6) LVTP5' s and two (2) LVTE1' s. Operation IIS'tleI3p" 
(1/7) ,,0,8 ~;Ul)ported by 15 LVTP5' s and one (1) LVTP5 eND. O:peration "Gea" (7th 
l-b.r) \Taf; the hrgest operation with 24 LVTP5' s. 

The LVr~11 8 were extensively used by the 1 st l"larines durinG this IJeriod. 
A total of 47 line che,rges were fired. The line charges were used to elee,r 
knOvl Il'.inci ~.r~]as and enemy fortifioations. 

C. 'lip im; rovellB nt continues to make excellent progress, E~ 8pooi8,11y in the 
a:rCc~l of troG}) SU:9portine facilities. The !·:ess Hall has unciergono extonsi ve 
l'e:.:o(le li ilL , uldint;' m~i.l1Y features that provide this OWl]) with un excellent 1:e::;8 
Hall. 11110 GOlip 1s soheduled' for re-i'r1ring in the near futuro. -.fork is continu­
inc on tho iLrprovement of tho battalion's. defensive fortifications. 
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40 AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

USNUSMC OTHER
ENLENLOFF OFF ENLOFF

23 779 143 NONENONE

PART II
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

During this eporting period the battalion maintained an overall combat
readiness posture of catagory 2. Problem areas were: (1) Shortage of Officers,
two (2) Majors 1803, and one (1) Capt 2502, one (1) Capt 1803 and two (2) Lt's
1803; (2) Combat equipment losses are at 18%; (3) Critically needed spare parts
have not arrived in sufficient quantities. Anticipated future combat losses may
degrade our combat equipment readiness to C3.

The Battalion continued its support of the 1st and 7th Marine Regiments
and the 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines during this period. One (1) platoon re-
mained under operational control of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade in the

Chu Lai TAOR. Technique of employment consisted of one platoon (10 LVTP5's)
in support of each infantry battalion in the Da Nang TAOR, except 2/7 which
is supported by a section (5 LVTP5's).

The missions performed by these platoons vary from battalion to battalion.
The basic missions have been re-supply, Med Evac's, tactical sweeps, blocking
forces and reaction forces. Other missions performed by the LVT units have
been laying of communication wire in water, riverine operations, and road
patrols.

The bettalion participated in three (3) major operations during this period.
An extensive road reconnaissance was made with the 7th Marines. Operation
"Elliot" (1/7) utilized six (6) LVTP5's and two (2) LVTE1's. Operation "Sweep"
(1/7) was supported by 15 LVTP5's and one (1) LVTP5 CMD. Operation "Gen" (7th
Mar) was the largest operation with 24 LVTP5's

The LVTE1's were extensively used by the 1st Marines during this period.
A total of 47 line charges were fired. The line charges were used to clear
know mined areas and enemy fortifications.

Camp improvement continues to make excellent progress, especially in the
areas of troop supporting facilities. The Mess Hall has undergone extensive
remodeling, adding many features that provide this camp with an excellent Mess
Hall. The Camp is scheduled for re-wiring in the near future. Work is continu-
ing on the improvement of the battalion's defensive fortifications.
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On tbe 15th of Ju~thG J3attctlion celebrated its 25th Anniveroary. A 
pexi:fle Hnr1 1.:,\![,rds ce:,:er::on~r h1~hlicrhted the day's festivities. 

Pi.iLT III 
~:3'=tlT~lr . .cIil1 LIi.:l'L'IlJG OF SIGNIFICJilrr~ L'Y'ilNTS 

'"' . 
(1) Jur i!'l£' the re))ortinc pe:ciod three (3) Me Officers, n Navy Offi08r6, 

sixi;;r-fou::.: (()4) YO Enlisted and 0 !ravy Enlisted rotated to OOlms. Four (4) t:o 
(;££ic(:;1'8, one (1) lfavy Officer, t",enty-five (25) r·:c Enlisted a;."ld three (3) Navy 
Enli : teo. re)lc:,ceI'1ents vlere received. 

( 2) 
casui:LlticG: 

DuriCl[,' the reporting reriod the battalion had the following 
(0) KIA a.nd thirty-three (33) Illl. 

b. Intelli~ence. 

(1) ITorLw.l adJdnistre.tive and combat intelligence functions were 
cE:!.rri(;d out dCl'ine the month. 

(;~) Thirteen (13) LVTls were mined durine; this period, resultine: in 
fiVG (5) I'e(~drinC ~vacuation to CONUS, seven (7) second echelon maintenance,. 
Ctlld one (1) recei vi1l[: minor darna,.'e to the suspension system. 

(j) i'hcrc were t,'lelve (12) other contacts consisting of eleven (11) 
inci(lont~, of sniper fire and one (1) inci(ient of incoming 81mn mortar fire. 

(4) ~he battulion 11utrols and aE,bushes encountered 110 hostile activ.i ty 
and ob::lcrveJ nothil1(; unusual in tho l:1ssiGned sectors of responsibility. 
Irlha.bi talr~s of the ha.r.~lets around the battalion peri.meter have displayed a 
slliri t of friendliness and coollcration. 

(1) Formal Training Was conducted throuE;hout this nonth of July in 
oonjunc ~i(;n wi th o~Jcrational COInrli. tments. 

(2) CJT and normal maintenance prooedures were conductecl during the 
nonth. 

(3) .A. traininc prOe:;rlillll for new Officers and staff :WO's was establi she( , 

(4) }'cunili(;~rization fire of H16 and 30 Cd machine gun was conducted. 
for DOl,! ]'cr:Jo11r:el joining' the be,ttalion. 
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On the 15th of July the Battalion celebrated its 25th Anniversary. A
parade and awards ceremony highlighted the day's festivities.

PART III
SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1. TOPICS.

a. Personnel and Administration.

(1) During the reporting period three (3) MC Officers, 0 Navy Officers,
sixty-four (64) NC Enlisted and 0 Navy Enlisted rotated to CONUS. Four (4) NC
Officers, one (1) Navy Officer, twenty-five (25) MC Enlisted and three (3) Navy
Enlisted replacements were received.

(2) During the reporting period the battalion had the following
casualties: (0) KIA and thirty-three (33) WIA.

b. Intelligence.

(1) Normal administrative and combat intelligence functions were
carried out during the month.

(2) Thirteen (13) LVT's were mined during this period, resulting in
five (5) requiring evacuation to CONUS, seven (7) second echelon maintenance,
and one (1) receiving minor damage to the suspension system.

(3) There were twelve (12) other contacts consisting of eleven (11)
incidents of sniper fire and one (1) incident of incoming 81mm mortar fire.

(4) The battalion patrols and ambushes encountered no hostile activity
and observed nothing unusual in the assigned sectors of responsibility.
Inhabitants of the hamlets around the battalion perimeter have displayed a
spirit of friendliness and cooperation.

C. Training.

(1) Formal Training was conducted throughout this month of July in
conjunction with operational commitments.

(2) OJT and normal maintenance procedures were conducted during the
month.

(3) A training program for new Officers and staff NCO's was established

(4) Familierization fire of M16 and 30 Cal machine gun was conducted.
for new personrel joining the battalion.

Page 5 of 7 pages ENCLOSURE (1)
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(5) .An annual battalion training bulletih was published for t:;is 
cl"u.c:xt.:;:c setting forth required general military subjeots training. 

(1 ) ,~otas for schoob during 1 st Quarter FY 68 WE~I'e submitted to 
li vision. 

Six (6) Enlbted ~)ersonnel attended VietnameSE! LM[;uace 

(a) I Two (2) attended at Okinawa on 1 July. 

(b) T"To (2) attended at III MAF on 20 July. 

(c) Two (2) attended at Okinavla on 29 July. 

(j) Three (3) attended If CO Leadership school on 22. July_ 

(4) r.i:vo (2) attended \{eapons Repair School at Okinawa. 

(a) One (1) on 8 July. 

(b) One (1) on 29 July. 

School. 

(5) One (1) attended Career Adivsory School at Okinawa on 19 July. 

c. ::;recial Operations. 

(1) Enclosure (2) oontains the Battalion's Sit Rep's for 1-31 July 
1967. 

f. I.o;;i sties. 

(1) bignificant events. 

(a) Receipt of & limited quantity of LVT suspension parts 
and muaerOU8 t;elleral 5upply itema during the month enables the Battalion to 
retain a cood. overall logistio status~ (02.). 

(b) The deadline for the month averaged approximately 10~~ 
for tlLe LVT's. Receipt of the first two (2) LVTP5' s under the FY 68 R&E 
prog-raru and notification of incoming combat loss replacements will futher 
ip.lprove the readiness position of the Battalion. 

(2) I'iotor Transport. 

(a) Ho particular I)roblell.l during the month. Uo!l;ifioation of . 
approval of a 'r/E increase of five (5) M35's will greatly illlprove our organic 
transperta.tion capability. 

DECLASSIFIED 

I 

DECLASSIFIED

(5) An annual battalion training bulletin was published for this
quarter setting forth required general military subjects training.

d. Schools.

(1) Quotas for schools during 1st Quarter FY 68 were submitted to
division.

(2) Six (6) Enlisted personnel attended Vietnamese Language School.

(a) Two (2) attended at Okinawa on 1 July.

(b) Two (2) attended at III MAF on 20 July.

(c) Two (2) attended at Okinawa on 29 July.

(3) Three (3) attended NCO Leadership school on 22 July.

(4) Two (2) attended Weapons Repair School at Okinawa.

(a) One (1) on 8 July.

(b) One (1) on 29 July.

(5) One (1) attended Career Adivsory School at Okinawa on 19 July.

C. Special Operations.

(1) Enclosure (2) contains the Battalion's Sit Rep's for 1-31 July
1967.

f. Logistics.

(1) Significant events.

(a) Receipt of a limited quantity of LVT suspension partsand numerous general supply items during the month enables the Battalion to
retain a good overall logistic status. (C2).

(b) The deadline for the month averaged approximately 10%
for the LVT's. Receipt of the first two (2) LVTP5's under the FY 68 R&E
program and notification of incoming combat loss replacements will futher
improve the readiness position of the Battalion.

(2) Motor Transport.

(a) No particular problem during the month. Notification of
approval of a T/E increase of five (5) M35's will greatly improve our organic
transpertation capability.
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• 
g. Civic Aotion. 

(1) I,LID OAPt s were oQnducted in the hamlets of Bin Thai, Cam Ba and 
Pho Hoo.o A. Total of 1267 villagers were treated. The HElD CAP to Pho Hoa. 
oontinued to be jointly adminJstered by the battalion and the ARVN. 

" 

(2) Civio improvements were continued .i.n Binh Thai and Cam Boo. 
Two (2) truck loads of dunna&e and t'velve truck loads of dirt fill were 
de livered. 

(3) Seven (7) pigs were added to the pig farm in Binh Thai. A 
totill of 1000 pounds of garba..ge was given to the pig i'al."JIl. 

1. 

PART IV 
CHROlrOLOGY OF SUBORDINATE COJ.I1MA.NJ)S 

AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

0.. Subordinate unit co:mmand's chronologies are inoorporated in this report. 

DECLASSIFIED 

I 

DECLASSIFIED

E. Civic Action.

(1) MEED CAP's were conducted in the hamlets of Bin Thai, Cam Ba and
Pho Hoa. A Total of 1267 villagers were treated. The MED CAP to Pho Hoa
continued to be jointly administered by the battalion and the ARVN.

(2) Civic improvements were continued in Binh Thai and Cam Boc.
Two (2) truck loads of dunnage and twelve truck loads of dirt fill were
delivered.

(3) Seven (7) pigs were added to the pig farm in Binh Thai. A
total of 7000 pounds of garbage was given to the pig farm.

PART IV
CHRONOLOGY OF SUBORDINATE COMMANDS

AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

1.

a. Subordinate unit command's chronologies are incorporated in this report.
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I DRA;:D;: 
ROUTED BV 

PRECE-
OENCE 'I..AIH J:NEROe:NCV 

ACTION 

INFO 

SIT R&P,.. POll PI!.'Rlo»,....,. to;~ J1IL '''7 
1. • QUlfr 1'0 OlUIaL 

2. !HII:lam. 

COIFIDEITIIL 
iwl1en tllled In) 

PHONE EXT. I'1R. PAGE I PAGES 

CHECKEO BY 1 OF 'I 
I 

o'nATIO~"'L 
PRIORITY ROUTINE OEFERRED 

IMMEDIATE 

V - -

A. A't j21... RSOOft P r,TROL lJ'::ADD "fBIPmD JIOQI'f ftAl'PD cmtIiADB COCIU) 
A~. (liE (1) U9.ItC WI,AIIll;. 

,. SJIR rom§' JQCmW. 

" AMPlIDIAJI ftAC'J.'OR IJf 
tt A" C C»rPA!'f 
"'J" o~p.urr 
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(PA~£ ON!: ONLY) 
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CONFIDENTIALNAVAL MESSAGE
OPNAY FORM 2110-20A (REV. 9.61)

(when filled in)

PAGESPAGEPHONE EXT. NR.DRAFTED BYRELEASED BY

R. D. DASON C. T. PRINTER OF 11CHECKED BYROUTED BYTOR/TODDATE

d2 JUL 1967
DATE/TIME GROUP (GCT) PRECE-MESSAGE NR OPERATIONAL DEFERREDROUTINEPRIORITYEMERGENCYFLASHDENCE IMMEDIATE

ACTION
INFO

FM co THIRD AMTREN
TO CO FIRST MAR DIV

SIT REP #288 FOR PERIOD TO 224 JUL 1967

1. IN OPER NO CHANGE.

2. OUTFACTS.

A. AT 21 5, REGON PATROL LEADER TRIPPED BOOBY TRAPPED ORENADE COORD

AT964796. ONE (1) USMC WIANE.

3. OND POSTS LOCATION.

COORD AT990714R AMPHIBIAN TRACTOR BN
COORD AT999715"A" COMPANY
COORD KT991715"B" COMPANY

GP 4

DISTRIBUTION:

(PAGE ONE ONLY)

DATE/TIME GROUP (GCT)

REPRODUCTION OF CLASSIFIED MESSAGES IN WHOLE OR IN PART 15 PROHIBITED EXCEPT WITH PERMISSION OF ISSUING OFFICE

Enclosure (2)
CONFIDENTIAL (when filled in)
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NAVAL MESSAGE COIFIDEITIAL 
(when filled In) ======-RELEASED BY I DRAF~; a~. DOl .... 

, I PHONE EXT. NR. PAGE I PAGE.S 

.tAMmS B. SWAB 
DATE 

~.m, 1961 
I TOR/TOD I ROUTED BY I CHECKED BY 1 OF 1 

I ======-'MESSAGE NR DATE/TIME GROUP (GCT) PRECE. OPUATIOMAL 

11K 00 ~IIJU) »!fa. 
20 OG fIRST MAR »I\' 

DENCE 

ACTION 

INFO 

.,.L ..... H EMERGENCY 

81'1' UP ,., !'OR IE RIO]) ...... to 11424;;' J1JL 1961 

1. • WI&. .0 ORANGE. 

L CQlIGA&P-

.... IO"UTY flOUTINE DEFERRED 
IMMECIATe 

'I' 

A. A't "41.,,, Jt1'L, AT ooam 1'1j656~ AJJ Lft lm'lOJUi'EJ) .. )IDfB APPitOX 1;; LIS 
", DB'J!01IMl'8 PDlsa 'l'YPE. VIIl18 III BUPPOJrl (]I 'It. DAH.AGE CONSIS'lS OJ' D>Ln RVlB.D, 
SKIN! BEN'l, JOtlIl (4) RO~L ASSEf-i:BLliS DESl'ROfED, H01& II BULL .um TRACI 1I1~xa. 
POUR (4) U3tOWUlE. 

GP 4 

DISTRiBUTiON: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --.. 
tPA<J1 ON_ ONL.Y) 
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CONFIDENTIALNAVAL MESSAGE
OPNAV FORM 2110-28A (REV. 3.01) (when filled in)

PAGESPAGEPHONE EXT. NR.DRAFTED BYRELEASED BY

A2 D. DONAHUEJAMES E. SWAB 11 OF
CHECKED BYROUTED BYTOR/TODDATE

44 JUL 1967
DATE/TIME GROUP (GCT) PRECE. OPERATIONAL DEFERREDMESSAGE NR ROUTINEPRIORITYEMERGENCYFLASHDENCE IMMEDIATE

IACTION
INFO

00 THIRD AMTREN
TO CG FIRST MAR DIV

SIT REP #289 FOR PERIOD TO 4240 JUL 1967

1. BM OPE R. NO CHANGE.

2. CONTACTS.

A. AT d41435H JUL, AT COORD BT/65650 AN LVT DETONATED A MINE APPROX 199 LBS

04, DETONATED PRESS TYPE, WHILE IN SUPPORT OF 3/1. DAMAGE CONSISTS OF IDLER RUINED,

SKIRT BENT, FOUR (4) ROADWHEEL ASSEMBLIES DESTROYED, HOLE IN HULL AND TRACK BROKEN.

FOUR (4) USMC WIANE.

GP 4

DISTRIBUTION
(PAGE ONE ONLY)

DATE/TIME GROUP (GCT)

REPRODUCTION OF CLASSIFIED MESSAGES IN WHOLE OR IN PART IS PROHIBITED EXCEPT WITH PERMISSION OF ISSUING OFFICE
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G-4CONENCING ON N/1 AUG AND CONCLUDING ON OR ABOUT w5 AUG 67.
Compt
Adj3. CONTACTS.
AirO

A. KT 3115198 JUL AT COORD 37199622 AN LVTE1 IN SUPPORT OF CEO
1/1 DISTORATED A MINE. DAMAGE CONSISTS OF FOUR (4) ROAD WHELS AND Chap
TWO (2) SUPPORT ROLLERS, ON STANDOARD SIDE. TWO (2) USNC VIANE. DentO

DisbO
B. AT 511555H JUL AT GOORD AT891825 AN LVT IN SUPPORT OF EmbO

2/7 DETON TED A MINE. DAMAGE COMBISTS OF ONE (1) ROADWHEEL EngrO
STUB SHAFT, SKIRT RIPPED (13" LONG, AFT OF ROADVEREL ON STANE Insp
BOARD SIDE). TRACTOR IS RETURNING TO OF ON ITS OWN POWER. ISO
TWO (2) USMC WIAE AND TWO (2) USNC WIANE.

Legal O
MTOOP 4
OrdO
SupO
Surg

Enclosure
(2)MSG CEN NODTG

CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED


