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PART I
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA
1. DESIGNATIOK C OMMANDER

3d Amphibian Tractor Battalien Mgj J. W. RAHILL, 1-5Mar
Mej K. D. THATENHURST, SR, 6-31Mar

ATTACHED UNITS
NONE

2, IOCATION: 1-31 March 1969; Quang-Nam Province; DaNang, Republic of South
VietNam

3. STAFF OFFICERS

ExecO - Maj J. V. RAHILL, 6-31Mar

§-1 =~ lstlLt I, E. STINSON, 1-23Mar
Capt G’u R| FAIRCHILD, 24-31“&'

S-2 - Capt H, C. BARGER, 1-31Mar

S-3 - Capt J. Re WILLIAMS, 1-19Mar
Maj D. W. MATLIER, 20-31Mar

S-4 = lstLt J. T, TERRELL, 1-18Mer
Maj J. F. CARNEY, 19-31Mar

4. AVERAGE MONTHLY STR:NGTH

UsMe USN OTHER
FF DL OFF ENL OFF  EL
24 597 2 14 0 0
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PART II
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

During the reporting peried, the Battalion supported the lst, 5th, Tth,
26th Mgrines and the 2nd Brigade, RKIM}. 8 pecifically, our unit deployment
can be broken down thusly; two platoons (rein) with the 2nd RKs, one platoon
esch to 2/1, 5th Marines, 1/7, 3/7 snd 1/26. See Enclesure (2).

Authority had been received during March te conduct training and operation
of the IVTE-1 platoon. The vehicles had been withdrawn from use since the
latter part of January pending the results of an investigation into the cause
of a premature detonation of a line charge ami subsequent destructien of an
1LVE.1 and the loss of seven Marines in support of Operation BOLD MARINER.
Training of the crews has been completed and it is expected that approval to
comrence live firing of the line charges will be received shortly from II1
MAF,

IVIP-5's utilization throughout the Division remained at a high level as
a result of stepped-up friendly mevements during the pest~TET offensive and
infantry battalion displacements in preparation fer Operation CKLAHOMA HILLS3,.
A total of seven mine incidents of varying severity were experienced resulting
in ten Marines wounded and four vehiocles damaged. one of which detonated
what appeared to be an 80 pound enemy mine and was damaged to the point of
requiring replacement.

Yo incoming ememy fire into the Battalion's cantonment occurred during the
reporting periods A report as to the final determination of the source of
one incoming 155mm artillery round on 27 February reported in last month's
Command Chronology has not been received by this Command to date.

The month of March saw extensive repairs as well as plans for future
construction within the cantonment. Future constructien for which plans have
been submitted and approved are; a new Post Exohange facility, high-intensity
lighting fer the cantonment perimeter, steel observation towers to replace
existing wooden structures, upgrading of existing read net, and replacing the
ten existing sandbag bunkers on the cantonment perimeter with ten reinforced
underground fighting units with sleeping facilities for line personnel.

A total of fifteen dasy and thirty-twe night patrols were conducted. Four *,‘
persons were detained as VO3, All four of these detainees were released as 1;,-
innocent civilians. During the reporting period there was one enemy sight- R

ing totaling three V0. A4 total of ten enemy contacts were reported as follows:
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213 7 mined vehicles
2) 1 Antipersonnel mine

&3; 1 Anti-tark mine
4) 1 Attack by fire

The Battalion had an average of 116 vehicles committed daily in direct
supnort of the First Marine Divisien. The mission and frequency of specific
tasks weret

Ambush - 1

MedEvac - 14
Resupply - 144
Recovery = 9
Security ~ 81
Convoy Escort = 62

Blocking Force - 6
Reactien Ferce - 6

Administrative - 51

Troop Movement - 118

Search and Destroy - 28

Patrol and Minesweep = 28

Waterwey Denial and River Pairol = 7T

Vehicle utilization averaged six hours per day carrying an average of
fourtean persoms- and 257 pounds of cargo per day.

PART III
SEQUBNTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1, TOPICS
as Personnel and Administrgtion

(1) The persennel readiness category remains at'3-2. This Battalion
has had s significant displacement of personnel during the past month. We
do not anticipate a change in this category unless at least a ten percent
less in personnel is evidenced or unless a significant increase in replacements
ocours,

(2) Four Marine officers and eighty Marine enlisted retated to CONUS.

Six Marine officers and seventy-one Marine enlisted were received as replace-
ments.

(3) Our reenlistment rate for the month was 40%, This was based on
two reenlistments.

Downgraded to UNCLASSIFIED on 11 April 1970 M
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(4) The Battalion sustsined the following casualtiess No KIAs and
eleven Marine enlisted were wounded and all were evacuated out of ceuntry.

(5) Six USAFI and nine I enrcllments were received this reporting
period.

(6) M™ere were six Pirple Hearts awarded.

(7) Eleven Marines went on R&R. This program receives full partic-
ipation and is essential to the morgle of this Command.

(8) Tere were nineteen extensions of overseas tours that wers for-

werded to First Marine Division Headquarters for approval. These extensions
have mede a substantial increase in this Battalion's Cembat Readiness and

Effec tiveness,

(9) The Battalion's Savings Bond participaticn is 80. &h.

(10) M™e Exchange services are excellent,

be. En QZE!

(1) Due to the fact that this Command no longer has a TAOR, no ex-

tensive patrolling is being conduc ted; however, the villages of NUI KIM SON,
XOM SON THUY, TAN IU and south to AN TRA are still being patrolled.

(2) Te enemy units operating near our perimeter range from squed %0
platoon size, These units usually operate in the areas South, Northwest),
and West of our C,Ps Due to the Viet Cong's limited capabilities around our
perimeter, they are forced to conduct harassing type activities, and contin-
uelly avoid engaging our patrols and bunker perimeter guards in any form ef
prolonged contact.

(3) The enemy continues to use surprise firing devices and mines to
inflict casualties and to hamper:operations in the general area outside our
perimeter,

(4). e enemy still has the capsbilities to launch mortar and rocket

attacks, sniper fire from the four mountains within ocur general arca. This
Command is also aware of sapper units located south of our C.P. which are cap-
able of conducting sapper attaoks during the hours of darkness.

(5) According to current intelligence reperts, the Marble Mountain
complex remains under VC/NVA plans for an attack ly the 36th NVA Regiment
from the South, the R-20 Battalion from the Southwest and infiltration by
elements of the T-87 Sapper Battalion., lecal guerilla forces will assuredly
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perticipate in any attacks that ave planned for the Marble “ountain Area.

(a) Civilien Populgtion., The inhgbitants of the villages mentioned
above are bsically pro-government of South VietNam (GVN), but due to the
pressure of the Viet Cong they do render assistance to the VC 1i,e., feeding
and hiding them, The attitude displayed by the villagers is one of knowledge
of any incidents prior to it's occurance, and total lack of warning to friend-
ly troops. Many inhgbitants have indicated threugh interrogation, their fear
of Viet Cong retaliation should they give information to GVN or American
officials, thus lending credence to the control factor of the VC in the area.

0. Wegther

(1) During the month of March 1969, the monthly mean precipitation

decreased to .12 inches. The temperature ranged from a low of 67° to a high
of 919, Te illumination ranged from g high of 99%.on 5 March to & low of

0% on 18 March. The average visibility was six plus miles, The wind direction
was varigble with an average velocity of 8-12 knots.

(2) The general overall weather condition for the month of March wae
partly cloudy with early morning haze and a few days of dust and sand storms.

(3) Mis Comnand could have participated with other units in low and
mid level operations during the month of March without being hampered by
severe weather oonditions,

de Terrgin., Generally this area can he subdivided inte three distinct
regions, The first region is the commanding terrain called Marble Mountain,
consisting of four major pecks (Chin Strap, Marble Meuntain, Crow's Nest,
and Alpha Six)e The highest of these pesks is Chin Strap which is 105 meters.
Indications are that the enmmy utilizes this pesk for storage of supplies and
munitions, The U, S. Army Specisl Forces (Command and Control, North) has two
combat outrnosts on Chin Strep. Personnel from the 2nd Battalion, lst Marine
Regiment have combat outposts on Crow's Nest and Alpha Six, Egch have a 106mm
recoiless rifle and on Crow's Nest a xeon light. 'Ige second region is the
coastal pine forests of moderate density., These have an averaze width of
épproximately 600 meters, The third region is the paddy or rice growing region
which is located exclusively along the west southwesat perimeter of this
Command., The immediate ares surrounding our perimeter consists of loose
grandular sand,

Downgraded to UNCLASSIFIED on 11 April 1 970
ENCLO

Page_6 _of_ 10 pages

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

o ®
G 05750

11 April 1969

(1) Formal Training and OJT were conducted in conjunction with oper-
ational commitmenta. The following classes were prcsenteds

Persongl Response

Weapons Safety

Care and Cleaning of Weapons

VC Mines end Booby Traps
Individual Responsibility

Land Mine Warfare

Quick Fire/Kill

Compass and Map Reading

Voice Radio Procedures
Pacification Indoctrination

Map and Aerigl Photograph Reading
Military Courtesy and Discipline
Care and Cleaning of Uniforms and Equipment
Tactical Trends

Comhat Leadership

Operations Against Guerillas

TN

B OB BHRNC I MO LD oD

PN

(2) One officer and six enlisted Marines asttended formal scheols
during this period as follows:

(a) Officer Leadership Course - 1

(b) SNCO Leadership Course - 1

(c) 1O Leadership Course - 1

d) Vietnamese Language - 1

e) Maintenance Training KY 28/38 Course - 1
f) Basic Crganic Supply = 1

g) Civic Action - 1

f. logistiecs

(1) Supply

(a) Responsiveness of the supply system with the exception of a
few items remmins at a high level,

(b) T/E deficiencies are four LVIP5A1's and two IVTE-1's. The
Command is awaiting disposition instructions on two LVIP5A1's and two LVIE-1's.

(o) Jungle clothing end fire retardent clothing remgins NIS items.

Downgraded to UNCLASSIFISD on 11 April 1970 g
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(d) M-60 machineguns and magazines and cleaning rods for M=16
rifles are considered critical items in view of the inability to acquire
them from the supply source.

(e) IVT transmissions, engines and ONAN auxiliary generators are
not available through the Direct Exchange Program because of the nonavail-
ability of third echelon spare parts and therefore are considered critical.
IVT parts obtained through the supply system and have been on order for sixty
days and are considered critical examples are; hubs, starters, starter jaws,
edapter bolts, end rim assembly readwheals.

(2) Maintenance

(a) During this reporting pcriod one LVTP5A1 was declared a
combat loss as a result of mine damage and was replazced from the Mainte-
nance Float, Force Logistics Command, In addition, four LVTPS5A1's received
mis0r mine damage and were repaired within this Commgnds' repair capabilitiese

(b) One LVTR1A1 was received from the R&E program.

(6) The averase daily deadline during this reporting periocd was R
eight IVIPSA1's and three IVTE-1's. o

(3) Conmunications

(a) As reported in the December 1968, January 1969 and February
1969 reports, a malntenance are which is quickly developing into a problem
is the antenna matching unit (MX6707). As of this reporting period there
are forty-nine antenna matching units in the DX program at lst Force Service
Regiment. In the December 1968 report, there were only sixteen antenna
matching units at 1st Foroe Service Regiment. Nene of these units (49 now)
have been repaired or replaced. As reported previously the ahsence of one
matching unit on an LVT leaves a six inch diemeter hole on the topside of
the vehicles This six inch hole affords an existing avermue for the sea and
other elements in addition to decreasing the vehicle's communications cap-
ability, The lack of replacement items or authorization to requisition new
antenna matching units is a problem of growing concern. ’

(b) There are presently over one hundred Tractor Crewmgn's Helmets
(CVC) in a derdlined status within this Command because microphone assemblies
M133 and 138 are being packaged under the same FSN, The M133 microphone is
not adaptable to the pressnt helmet being used by this Command. The }138
microphone is the desirable item,

Downgraded to UNCLASSIFIED on 11 April 1970
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(4) Motor Transport
(a) The daily derdline rate for vheeled vehicles was 8%,
(v) Total mileage logged by the Battalion Moter Transpert was
524 320 miles.

(¢) During the reporting peried twe Trgilers, Iube, Fifteen CFM
were evacuateds In additien, one Trailer, Amphibieus, Carge, M-100, received
a Code H and twe Trailers, Cargo, M-10541 were received.

(5) Medicgl, The following statistical informatien is provided con-
cerning medical gotivitiess

Venereal Disease Cases (New) - 4
Physical Examinatiens - 12
Patients Seen on Med-Cap Program - 36
Patiénts Seen in BAS - 425
Mumber of Innoculations Given - 747

One corpsman was detached and twoe corpsmen joined.
ge Civil Affairs/Civic Actio

(1) Twenty stddénis of the HOA LONG Elementary Schoel in NUI KXIM SON
were presented S500$VN each tewards their scholarship awards, Ten of these
were awarded by the General WALT Scholarship, while the remaining ten are
from the Third A mphibian Tracter Battalion Scholarship (as reported in the
last report),

(2) A water pump and a volley ball set ware given to the Elementgry
School of HOA LONG., The pump is already in eperatien,

(3) 15,0008VN was expended to Vietnamese personnel whe had tumed in
various types of munitions.

(4) Meterial such as wood and tin continue to be difficult to obtain

for our Civic Aotien Programs. MAG-16, whe has furnished such items in the
past, is no longer furmishing thie material.

h, Communicgtions

(1) Personnel, Persennel strength is near T/O and no critical shortage

is forseen or exists at the present time,

(2) Equipment
(a) The commnications platoon has eighteen items deadlined

Downgraded to UNCLASSIFIED on 11 April 1970
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&walting parts and a total of seventy-twe items at lst Force Service Regi-
ment for third and fourth echelen maintenance.

These are six pleces of
test equipment in for calibratien and ten test pieces of test equipment on
regulsition,

(b) A T/E shortage still exists for seventeen Radic Sets, AN/PRC-T'{
and one AN/PRC-109.

Requisition for these items are valid.

PART IV ‘
CHRONOLOGY OF SUBORDINATE COMMANDS AND SUPPORTING DOCUMEN TS
1e

See Enclosure (2) for supporting doouments.
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TO GG YSTRARDIV
gguﬁ;bﬁuwluL

#

SITREP #27 AS OF g2gg@iu Togpbzaﬂﬂﬂ MARGY

1. UNIT LOCt NO CHNG .

2. SUM OF OPER; NO CHNG |

3. CONTACTS:; AT @21455H AT COORD @74787 3D AMTRACBN PATROL RPTD ARV
VEHIGLE WITH TEO (2) US ARMY (GREEN BERET) AND SEVERAL ARVN PERSONNEL
STOPPED N NUI KIM SON AND FIRED APPROX FIFTEEN RDS SHL ARMS FIRE IN
BUILT UP AREA. 3D AMTRACBN PATROL DID NOT DETAIN OR QUEST|ON PERSONNEL
DUE TO RAPID DEPARTURE OF VEHICLE. REQUEST YOU INVESTIGATE TO PREZLUDE
ANY FURTHER OCCURANCES,

4. SIGNIFICANT EVENTSy NONE

5. CAS: NONE

CONFIDENT{AL
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TO CG 1STMARDIV
CONF IDENTIAL
BT
SITREP @28 AS OF g4g@@iH TO g4248ZH MARG9
UNIT LOC: NO CHNG

SUM OF OPER: NN CHHNG

PAGE 1 OF 1 PAGES

CONTACTS: AT g419g@H AT COORD 124538, 11TH CTMPANY, 2ND ROKMC

TOOK ONE (1) ROUND 8204 MORTAR FROM UNK POS.
TO 1ST MED BN,

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS s NONE

CAS: ONE (1) USMS WIA (PRIORITY)

CONF IDENTIAL

GP4
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@NE (1) USMC MED=EVAC
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ru §% AUTRACBN ‘ g
AR
BT
SITREP §29 AS OF FSPg@IH TO g524fPH MAREY
1. UNIT LOCy NO CHNG
2. SUM OF OPERg NO CHNG
3« GONTACTS: AT @5132BH AT COORD 985473 AN AMPHIBIAN TRACTOR, A=41,
STRUCK # MINE WHILE IN SUPPORT OF THE 5TH MAR. MINE EST YO BE APPROX
88 LBS. WINE DETONATED ON PORTS|DE UNDER DRIVERS SEAT, VEH DID NOT
CATCH FIRE, THREE (3) USMC WiA, ESTABLISHED SECURITY AND CONDUGTED
MED~EVAC., NOW IN PROCESS OF RECOVERING VEHICLE,
4, SIGNIFICANT EVENTS: NONE
5y CASy THREE {3) USMC WiA {MINOR)
CONF IDENT | AL
GP4

3 .  aclowwe (2
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TO 66 FIRSTMARDIY ( pOug RUN)

BT

SITREP @27 AS OF FBZ2F1W TO @824FPH MARGD
1. UMJT LOCy MO CHNG

2, SUWM OF OPERy NO CHNG

3« CONTATS,; AT #8#83#H AT COORD $337¢5 DURINC ROUTNE MNESWEEP
1ST SHORE PRTY BR {ENGS) ASSGND TO THIS BN DISCOVD ONE (1) ANTI=TNK
MINE. MINE CONSTD OF ONE 82 MORTR INSRTD INTO A 40LB ROCK MINE.

HAS BEEN SERT

WAS RIGGED FOR PRESS DETON, ESTAB SEC & BLEW 1N PLACE.

B, AT £21948H AT COORD #787@7 THIRD AMTRACBMN PTL, WHILE WOVNG INTO
AMBUSH POS WAS HIT BY ONE (1) CLAYMORE MINE. ESTAB SEC & CONDCTD
MEDEVAC TO NSA H7SP,

(A3 N. ONE B"X MINE

(B) G. ONE (1) usHC

4, SIGMIF EVNTS: NONE

5. CAS: ONE USMC WIA xrt:, F»i"f‘?l "57'1-"1
CONEFDEMTAL N, <
7
R
b Bederure (2
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8T
CONF J DENTIAL
(u) SITREP #31 AS OF 168E81M YO Y6248 uuﬂﬁp

1o {U) UNIT LOCe WO CHNG

2. {(U) Su¥ OF OPER, HO CHNG

3. {C) GONTACTS: AT 16163M AT BTPE1654 B-11, THIAD AUTRAC IN COL
oF THREE, 1T MINE. HINE BELEVD 105WN RND W/PRESS FUZE. ESTAD SEC
& CONDCTD MED EVAC TO 2/1 BAS.

B. (C) AT 1422054 AT BYE777#7 OHE 60MM MORTAR fLLUM RND FR F08~4
{GNITD & BURND TWO 1UTS IN NWI KIM SOM. KEPT AREA UNDR OBS FOR
POSS HED EVAC,

Ge (C} (A) THREE USHC WA (M FHOR)

No (C) {A PORY SIDE NRY RDWHMEEL, RADIO GEAR
&) THO VILLE HUTS DESTRD

‘ et it "“T‘“ﬁ.\
4 (U) SIGHIF EVNTS, HOME B SR
GRS A
% (C) CASy THREE USHMC WIA {71NOR) B S
GP4 i;%i N " \&\“ . . "“
SN -
BT S ‘ ’;/

PR B C Sim LLr

SYRY, 22 P
j -
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"5»" o0 Frast BhRotv ”

BY

CONFIDENT AL

(u) SITREP 32 AS OF V788PIR TO Y724PPH sﬁs

1. () UNIT LOC: §O CHNG g BLEN SENT

2¢ (U) SUM OF "PERy NO CHNG

3. (0) CONTACTS: AT 171535W AT BTH#9645 FIRST AMTRAC IN COL, Bu2d,

HIT PRESS DET 40LB BOX MINE, SET UP SEC TOWED YEH TO 2ND RUK C.P,

CONDCTD WEDEVAG TO MSA.

Ge (&) {(A) ONE uSuC Wiz (MINOR)

Me (C) (A) NR 1 & 2 RD¥MEEL ASMBLY, CRACKED LVT HULL, DEYTED FENDER
| SKIAT

4, (ﬂ) SIGNIF EYNTS: NOUE

¥, (C) CAS: ONE USuC WIA {#1M0R)

QP

BT

.y SRR

s, 2

L lncuo-nu ia_
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CORFIDENTI AL
(U) SITREP ¢33 AS OF RGN TO agughihi MARLD
1o (U) UMIT LOG: KO QUNG
2. (U) sm OF Or BRiwvo GHNG

PAGE 1 OF 3 PAGES

3o {(C) CONTACYS: AT 17108 AT P7995 LB MINE «AS (XD DETONPH BTvE A
LYTS B=47 AND B-i9. CAUSKD NEG DA TO LVIS. CONYD 70 OBJTVE & CALLED 1N

HKCUT MEDEVAC .

Ge (C) (A) ONE USHC WIa
he (B) SIGNIF EVNTS: SOME
5¢ {C) CAS: ONE USHC WIA
WFh

BT -
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FM THIRD AMTRACBN
;2 €a FIAST MARDIV
CONFIDENTI1AL
(u) SITREP g34 AS OF 217Z@IH TO 2124881 MARSS
1. (U) UNIT LOCs NO CHNG
2. (U) SUM OF OPER¢ NO CHNG
3. (C) CONTACTSs AT 21218H AY BTF76788 PTL FIRED M-79 AT
THREE PERS MOVING AT BASE OF CHIN STRAP MNTN. FOLWD BLOOD
TRAILS TO GAVE ENTRNGE. CHOKD CAVE ENTRNCE, THREW IN GRENADE
W/ ONE SECONBRY EXPLOS. SET UP SEC AT ENTRNCE TO CAVE. WiLL
CHBK EMFHRE CAVE SYSTAT FRST LIGHT.
4. (U) SIGNIF EVNTSe: NONE
5, (U) CAS: M'NE
GP4
8T
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FM THIRD AMTRACBN
TO CG FIRST MARDIV
BT
CONFIDENTI! AL
SITREP @35 AS OF 24P¢P1H TO 242480H HMARE9
1. {U) UNIT LOC: NO CHNG
2. (U) SuM OF OPER: NO CHNG
3¢ {C) CONTACTSs AT 2498154 AT @y8709B¥ ROUT DAILY MINE SWEEP ON
L¥T ROAD (BTO78799) DISCOVD ONE BOOBY TRAP CONSISTNG OF AMMO CAN FILLED
W/ GLASS & ONE M-26 GRENADE INSIDE SET Tn DETONATE WMEN LID WAS OPENED,
GRENADE REMOVED & DISARMED, BOOBYTRAP BROUGHT TO THIS £0S.
(B) (C) AT 2415151 AT ﬂ996758T WHILE MOVING TO THIRD AMTRACBN POS,
B=3 {AMTRAC) FND DUD 105M# RND ON BEACH., ESTAB SEC. RECD ASSIST FR
THIRD AMTRACBN MINE SWEEP TEAM, WHO BLEW IN“BUD N PLACE. TRACTOR
AND MINE SWEEP TEAM RETRND TO THIRD AMTRACBN POS.
4, (V) SIGNIF EVNTS; NONE
5. (U) CAS; NONE
GP4

ipeure (B)
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CONBFIDENTY | AL
| (V) SITREP @36 AS OF 260BPM TO 2ovagmm MARS9
a} te (U) U1y Loc, No ohug
2. (U) S5t OF OPER: NO OHMG
13- (C) CONTACTS: AT 257658 AT 926341BY WHILE IN RIVT PTL 18 Some
R GfU DE, LYT DETONTD FLOATHG SWALL EXPL DEVCE. OKD AREA ADD HINES
W/NEG RES.
Ne (C) (A) DueD RuneeR on N8, 9 RDWHEEL 4 JARRED SATTERIES LONSE
4. (U) SIGNIF EVNTS: nONE
5. (U) cAS. roug
GP4
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COMPIDENTIAL PACE 1 @ 1 PASES
M THIRD AMTRACEN |
70 OO FIRSTMARDIV
L ¢
CONFIDENTIAL
(U) SITREP @37 AS OF 2GMAIE TO 26244 RGP
1, (U) ONIT LOCs MO CHNG
2. (U) SUX OF OPSR: MO CHNO
3, (C) CONTACIS: AT 26073 AT 917634AT W/ILE ON RIVR PTL LVT DET SMLL EIFL
PEVCE ATTCHD TO FLOATTHO CAN. SRCHD AREBA ADD MINES W/mo m.
N. {(€) (A) R:.COVD TIN CAN W/TRIP WIRE ATTCHD
ko (U) SIGNIF EVNTS: KONE
5. (U) CASs NORE
arh

l
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. CONFIDENTIAL  PASE ¥ OF 1 FAGES
Fi THIRD AMTRACBN | -
T0 GG FIRST HARDIY

CONFIDENT AL |

(U) SITREP £38 AS OF 278N TO 2724904 nuaﬁg

1. {U) UNIT LOC: NO CHNG

2. (U) SUE OF OPER: NO CHNG

3« (C) CONTACTS: AT 27150PH AT 928B842RT LVT DET SUALL EXPL DEV IN
WATER CAUSING SLIGHMT DARAGE,. FLDATNG.CANDRSVD PRIOR EXPL. STRING

h?”kﬁ? EzlﬁﬁkEﬂnﬁﬂgbLﬁo. 9 RDWHEEL

4, (U) SIGNIF EVNTSy NONE
5¢ (U) CASy nONE
GP4
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APT:R OPERA'ION ~ErORT
"B" Company, 3d AmTracBn
20 Mar 1969
1. CODE NAME: Victory Dragen 9
2, DATES OF OPER:TIONs 7 March - 18 March 1969

3, IOCATION: Grid Squares 1250, 1350, 1251, 13X1 HOI AN, 6640 I, 1:50,000

4. UNITS SUPPORTED: 11th Ce, 9th Co, - 3d Bn, 24 RXK I Brigade

5. LVT TASK ORGANIZATION AND COM ANDER: GySgt CAR'ZON - P1lt Cmdr; 24 Plt
" CO, 6 LVTPS!s.

6. LVT MISSIONs Search and Destroy, Resupply and blocking forces for both
KM Companies,

7. BRINF SUIM.ARY OF OPERATION: on 7th March, 11th Co. and 9th Co. moved
from their home bases to the objective - the island of PHU TRANG, The six
IVT's were involved in the movement of these troops. At and around the ob-

jective, verious search and destroy missions were conduc ted by the LVT's.,
Additionally, initially three LVT's were used as a blocking force,

8. RELSULTS:

VD XIA O VC/NVA KIA_
VT YIANT_O VG/NVA KIA (PROB) O
VT MIA O VC/NVA PW_35

9. SPICIAL E3IPMANT JND (cCHRIGUES AYD LESSONS LiARNED:

Special Equipments YNone

Lesson learneds It is imperative to coordinate completely between the

106mm r-cuiless rifle crews on the tractors and the IVT crewmen to avoid any
injuries as a result of the back blast of these recoiless rifles.

Alditionally, 1t is important to be constantly aware of difficultles

when crossins rivers. . A good recon, if possible, of the objective is e ssen-
tial.

10. DIFFICULTIES INCOUNTZRED (MI'™S TOGISTICS PROBLEMS)

No gifficulties were encountered on the course of this operation.

ENC LOSURE
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AFTER OPERATION 'JZFORT
"B" Company, 3d AmTracBn

23 Mar 1969
Y. CODE NAME: Victory Dragon IX

2. DATES OF CPERATICN: 12-22 March 1969

3, LOCATION: S,.W, of DIEN BAN - coordinates @46 578 DAI IOC 6640 IV, 1:50,000

4, UNITS SUPPORTED: 1lst Battalion, 2d RXK Brigade

5. IVT TAK ORGANIZATTON AND COMMANDERS: Feurth P1t, "B" Co, 3d AmTracBn
10 IVTP5's, 1 V-1 1stLt NELSON

6, IVT MISSION: Assault landing of the islends of CAM LAU 1 and 2

T. BRIEF SUMMARY CF OPERATION: The lat Section of the Feurth Plateen was
to meke sn amsssult landing on the Southwestern side of the CAM LAU BAC #

and the second Section was held as a reserve unit on the Southeastern side s
of the island. Also, the Platoen was used to resupply 3d Ce, 2d RXK M. R,
Neither seftion made it to the islands, however, the first section did manage 1:3

to transport the troops of lst Co. acress the river and; they in turn went
on to their objective,

8. RESULTS:
- VT KIA O VC/NVA KIA_10
IVD WIANE 1 VC/NVa KIa (PROB)_ O
LVT MIANE O YC/NVA PW_0O

9, SPECIAL EQUIPMENT AND THCHNIQZUES AND LES-ONS LAHNED:

1. Equipment: 150ft cable
2. Techniques and leasons Learned: There was an aerisl recon of the-mrea
of operation on 10 March, Frem the air and at the time, the terrain lodked
very good and we did not see any problems as far as getting to the objectives. ;
However, when we arrived at the objectives Wy LVI's, the terrain was very much
different from what we had saeen in the air, Specifically there were 10 to 12 ft
very steep embarkments surrounding the islands. Therefore, if an aerial reoon
is possible, it 1s importamt to get as close to the terrain as tactically
possible,

10, DIFFICULTIES :NCOUNTERED (MINUS LOGISTICS P 20BLEMS)

The water around the islands were treassherous - with a mixture of beth

sand and thick mud at the bottom., Thd IVTMa got stuck and there were no
clearings on the island in erder to get the tracters on the objective,

14 ENCIOSURS (2)

DECLASSIFIED



