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Subjt Command Chronology for period l-31 May 1969
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Enol: '\/glg May 1969 Command Chronology
v(2) Copies of May 1969 SITREP'S and other amplifying documents
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.2, TUpon removal of enclosures (1) and (2), this letter is downgraded to
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1. DESIGNATTON C OMMANDRR
3d Amphibian Tractor Battalion Major K. D. THATENHURST, SR.
1-31 Mgy 1969
SUBORDINATE UNITS

H&S Company = Cspt D. J. SCONYERS, 1-31 May 1969
"A" Company - Maj J. H. ALEXANDER, 1-31 May 1969
WBM Company - Capt J. R, WILLIAMS, 1-31 May 1969
lat ArmAMTRAC CO - lst Lt L, E, ALLEW, %0-31 May 1969
TTACHED UNITS
NONE

2. LOCATION: 1-31 May 1969; Quang-Nam Province; DaNang, Republic of
South Vietnan '

3. STAFF CFFICERS
ExeocQ - Major Je W, RAHILIJ’ 1"31 qu 1969
S-1 - Captain G. R, FAIRCHILD, 1-31 May 1969

S-2 - lst Lt W, B, BTTER, 1-4 May 1969
1st Lt P. J. HUSTON, 5-31 May 1969

S-3 - Major D. W. MAILLER, 1-31 May 1969
S-4 - Major J. F. CARNEY, 1-31 May 1969

8-5 - 1st Lt W, P, ETTER, 1-31 May 1969

4. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH DEGCLASSIEIED

s Usy OIHER
®F T ENL o T ENL T ENL
27 179 2 13 0 0
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Disposition of subordinate unite remsined as reported in the April
Command Chronology until 30 May at whioh time an additional LVIP-5 platoon
and five LV? (Cmd) were dispatched to the last Marine Regiment and one
IVT(Cmd) to the 2nd RKM Brigade for employment in operation Pipestone
Canyon, At present this means that some 84% of all LVTs on hand are in
the field in direot support of the lst, 5th, Tth and 26 Marine Regiments
as well as the 2nd RKMC Brigeade.

On 30 May the semi-cadred lst Aromored! Amphibian Tractor Company became
part of the 3d Amphibian Tractor Battalion. Prior to that time, they were
vithin the tesk orgenization of the 1llth Marine Regiment. Their preesent
mission requires that theys (1) Support the 2nd RKM Brigade with the
five LVTH-6s and a fire direotion centersy (2) Fully train the RCK Marines
in the operation and maintenanse of these vehicles by 30 Augusts (3)
Provide two LVTH-6s8 in support of the Southern 8ector Defense Command
(vehicles presently positioned at OP Hawk); (4) Maintain the remaining
T/0 equipment in a preserved storage status. ,

Construction of the l1st Marine Division's Infantry Company Standown
Center within the battalion cantonement began during the month with a
projected oompletion date of 5 June, This center is designed to provide.
an infantry company with two days in-country R&R. ‘ '

This Command conducted a total of 6 day and 30 night patrols. A
total of 9 persons were detained as VCS's. Four were detained for
further interrogation and 5 were released as innoocent civilians., During
this reporting period there were a total of 3 confirmed enemy sightings.
A total of 9 enemy contacts were reported as follows;

(1) 2-1VT*s detonated SFD's.

(2) 4-IVMe detonated mines.
(3) 3-Attacks by fire.

The Battalion had an average of 85 vehicles committed daily in direct
support of the lst Marine Division and 2nd REKMC Bde. The mission and
frequency of apecific tasks were:

(1) Resupply - 160
Downgraded to UNCLASSIFIED on 13 June 1970 Enolosure (1)
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(2) Patrol and MineSweep - 15

(3) Waterway Denial and River Patrol - 41
(4) Blocking Force - 17

(5) Mad Evep - 23

(6) Reaction Force - 18

(7) Search and Destroy - 35

(8) Ambueh - 16

(9) Convor Escort - 20

(10) Security - 199

(11) Administrative - 83

(12) Recovery - 21
(13) Troop Movement - 143
(14) 1Indirect Fire - 3

Vehicle utilization averaged 5.99 hours per day oarrying an aversge
of 17 persons and 599 pounds of cargo per day.

Downgraded to UNCLASSIFIED on 13 June 1970 Enclosure (1)
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PART III
SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT RVENTS

l, TOPICS

g. Personnel and Administrgtion

(1) The personnel combat readiness category is C-1, We do&ot
antioipate a chenge during the month of June 1969.

(2) One Marine officer and forty-three Marine enlisted rotated
to CONUS., TFour Marine officers and three hundred twenty-seven Marine
enlisted were received during May 1969.

(3) Our first term reenlistment rate was 50% and career reenlist
ment was 100% based on four reenlistments. Overall percent was 66. 6%,

(4) T™e Battalion sustained the following casualties:

1 Mgrine Officer and 17 Marine Enlisted were wounded due t0 enemy
action, Eight Marine Enlisted were med evaced out of country.

(5) There were 9 new M'1 enrollments and 6 USAFl enrollments.
Twenty-six Marine Enlisted completed the USAF1 GED and thirty four applic-
ations were processed for High School GEDs Sixty-one Fleet Home Town
News relesses were processed.

(6) Nineteen Purple Heerts were awarded for May 1969.

(7) Two Marine Officers, thirty-three Marine enlisted, and one
Navy Officer went on RiB during Mey 1969, This program receives full
partioipation and is essential to the morale of this Command,

(8) Pifteen extensions for overseas tours were forwarded for
approval,

(9) The Battalion's Savings Bond participation for May 1969
was 78, 5%
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(10) The Exphange Services are excellent,

(11) The lst Armored Amphibian Trestor Compary waes joined on
30 Mgy 1969.

b, Enemy

(1) During the month of May the enemy initigted aotivity remained
at a low level as the enemy oontinued to avoid conduoting herrasing type
activities or prolonged contect with our perimeter guards and combat
patrols. The enemy's employment of mines snd SFD's remained at a high
level, as he continued to meke his presence felt throughout the areas of
operation South and Weet of this centonement.

(2) The enemy continues to have the ogpability to conduct single
or mltiple ground attacks against our CP, He has the ogpability to
conduct ground attacks by fire, supported by rocket and mortar artillery
and conduot sepper attacks against selected targets, probably in oonj-
unction with ground attacks. He can intredict lines of communications
and routes of movement by mining, SFD's, and/or ambush. He can engage
in terrorist activity, and politicel warfare to expand VG contact over
the population.

(a) Civilign Populgtion. The inhabitants of the immediste
area surrounding our aress of operation contime to be pro government
t0 the Republic of South Vietnam, however, due to the presence of the
Viet Cong in the area, they still render assistance to the Viet Cong
such as hiding or feeding them., The attitude displayed by the villaegers
continue to be one of knowledge of any incident prior to it!'s ocourence,
and a total lack of warning to friendly troopa. Current CIT reports
indicate their fears of Viet Cong retaliation should they give information
to GUN or Americen Officials, thus lending credence 1o the control
faotor of the Viet Cong in the area.

c. Yegther

(1) During the month of May 1969, the mean precipatation increased
%o 1.84 inches. The temperature ranged from a low of 77 degrees (night)
to & high of 103 degrees (day), The illumination ranged from e high of
9% to a low of 0% The average visibility wae six plus miles and the
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averare velocity of 8 knots. The general overall weather conditions
were partly cloudy with an averege cloud ceiling of 3,000 feet. This
unit could have participated with other units in low level operations
without being hampered by weather conditions.

d. Terrgin, The terrain conditions since the last reporting period

have not had an sdverse change that would hamper this Command in normgl
operations,

e, Trgini_gg.

(1) Formal training and OJT were conduoted im conjunotion with
operation commitments. The following classes vers presented, ‘

(a) Personal Response (G-5)

(b) Weapons Safety

(o) Care and Giea.ning of Weapons

(d) VC Mines and Booby Traps

(e) Military Courtesy and Discipline

(f) Military Leadership

(g) ¥-60 Machine Gun

(h) Tastical Trends

(1) Individual Responsibility

(3) Physcological Effects Opergtions and Civic Action
(k) Combat Patrols

(1) Terrain Appreciation and Techniquee of Fire

(2) Fifteen Officers and forty SNCO's attended a lecture on "Use
of Narcotics™ given by lst Marine Division CID personnal.

Downgraded to UNCLASSIFIED on 13 June 1970 Enclosure (1)
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" (3) Two officers end fourteen enlisted Marines attended formal soh—
oole during this period as follows:

(a) Officer Leadership Course - 2

(b) SNCO lLeadership Course - 2

(o) 16mm Projectionist School - 2

(d) NCO Leadership Course - 3

(e) Career Planning - 1

(f) Xit Carson Scout Orientation Course - 1
(8) Baeic Infantry Wespons Repair Course - 1
(h) Water Safety Instruction Class - 3

(1) Embarkation (Enlisted) Course - 1

f. logistics
(1). Supply
(a) Responsiveness by M'100 is oontinuing et a satisfactory level,

(b) Jungle clothing is srriving partislly alleviating a oritioal
problem, however, various outetanding requisitions are yet unfilled with
sdégnificant leadtime involveds Also, the battalion is still in aon
receipt of a full compliment of fire retardant olothing.

(c) Although n system has been developed where starter hubs oan be
repaired by welding and machining, the item is still considered oriticel.
Track, edepter bolts, rim asgelbly road wheels gre critical items and
have been on order in excess of sixty days.

(2) Maintenance-

(a) During the reporting period 3 ILVTPS5Al's sustained mine demage.
Two were dropped as Code H and one was dropped as Code Z.

Downgraded as UNCLASSIFIED on 13 June 1970 Enclosure (1)
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(b) Two LVTP5Al's sustained oollision demege and were coded. One
was dropped as Code Y and one was dropped as Code 2.

(¢) Mthority was received to drop from the acoount and reorder one
E-1 that was destroyed by Line Charge Malfuno tion.

(@) The average daily deedline during the month was 8 LVTP5's, 2
LVIEl's and 1 ILVIPS (CMD),

(3) Communicgtions

(a) Signal Generator AN/URM-48, Mhe guthorized allowance is two of
this item, One is presently at FIC, deadlined “NORM", In addition, a
T/E shortage exists for g quantity of one which is on requieition. The
item is required for FM radio equipment alignment, Egoh IVT has a minimum
of four FM radios installed and the present LVT allowance oonsists of
118 vehioles., Lack of this equipment seriously effects the maintenansce
capability of the unit,

(b) Antenns AS-300. This item is a UHF antenns required for esoh
commgnd type LVT. The present allowanoe of LVTP5A1 Command tractors is
8 quantity of nine, Two UHF antennass are completely unserviceable and
two have broken ground plane elements and require replacement, Lack
of a UHF antenna reduces the ocommnication ospability of the oommand
traotor. The antennas with broken ground plane elements oould cguse
reduced ra‘iated power from the antenna or uneves rediation patterns,

(e) GCombat Vehicle Gre 's Helmet, The authorized allownsoe for
thie item is a quantity of 481, At the present time, T5 of these ere
unservicegble dus to faulty microphone booms or cables that provide
connection from helmets to radio or intercommnication control boxes.
The helmet is & necoessity for LVT CTrewmen,

1 Miorophone Boom M-1388. A miorophone boom is required for each
CVC helmet, Of the 75 unserviceable helmets, the mmjority require repla-
cement booms, Part of this number is dus to items received under FSN
5965=937-1851. This is the FSN for Miovophone M-138G. Requisitions
filled under this FSN are of ten Miorophone M-133/U, which 18 not a satis-
factory substitute item (it oannot be used)., Fallure of this item is
usually due to breskage of the connector o the helmet of the boom at

the microphone,

Downgraded to UNCLASSIFIED on 13 June 1970 Enclosure (1)
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2 Cgble CX~8650, This item is a component of the CVC helmet and
is usuglly rendered unservicesble by stretching the cable beyond its
designed length,

(a) te tohing Unit MX-6707, Two of these are required for each
LVIP5, one for eash LVTEl and five for easch LVTP5 Command Tractor. At the
present time, there are 23 six inch holes in the tractors where the matching
units are supposed to be installed (14 "B" Co, T WA Co, 2 MH&SY Co)s
Failure is due to corrosion on the interior of the matoching unit and has been
the subjeot of several unsatisfactory equipment reports (UER' s). None
of which has provided a satisfactory solution to this problem. Tractors |
miseing a matohing unit have a reduded capability in that only one radio
may be used at one time and water-tight integrity is lost.

(e) Receiver-Transmitter RT-695/PHC-d4l, The RT-695/PRC-41 is missing
from "B" Company's Comm a0 tor. 8 is the only UHF capability exidte

ing in Command Tractors and its employment is therefore limited.

(f) Receiver-Transmitter RT-671/PRO- 7. Of nine authorized LVTP5AL '
Command Traotors, only two have had MI-00348B-35/1 performed, Mhis is
the modificgtion required to provide a high frequenoy capability for
command trectors (imstallation of AN/PRC-47), TERO's were initially sub.:
nitted for this modification on 29Dec67, FSR doouments were plased on
'Red Ball" during June68., TERO's were resubmitted to FSR during Apré9.
Upon refusal of the Shép Stores Officer to provide dooument information, -
TERO's were submitted to the Division G-4 during May69 in acoordance
with DivO 10010,1B. Lack of this equipment reduces the communicgtion
Capability authorized for commend tractors.

(4) Motor Transport

(8) The motor transport deadline during the month was approximately
and has not effected the combat effactiveness of the conmand,

(b) During the reporting period the total mileage socumlgted was
39,948, Two motor vehicle acoidants oooursd resulting in one M37 being
Code H and one M35 being repaired. Investigation pending on the M35,

(c) One M35 was received under the RAR program and one M35 was retro-
groded to the R&E program,

Downgraded to UNCLASSIFIED on 13 June 1970 Enclosure (1)
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(5) Medical. The following medical activities were racordsd during the
months

() Ve D.Cased (New) & . o o v ¢ o 0 s o o s o o o 03
(b) Physical Examinations s « o o « o o o o o o o o 26
(6) Patients seen on Med Caps o o o o o 0.0 o o v » 192
(d) Patients 3880 1N BASe o & & o « v 0 o v o s o o 683
(e) MNumber of Innooulations given in BASe « o o . . 213

(f) Two Corpsmen Transferred from Battalion

(6) Misosllgneous

(a) The Battalion deep water well is still inoperable, though two
pumps for the shallow wells have been repaired (FEB LOGSUM). With:the
continuing drop of the water table and inorease in on bogrd personnel
inmediate assistance is requested. WO# FMP 121-69 of Feb69 ia applicable,

(b) TSFC Requests #56 of 11Feb69 construction of sentry towers
sround the cantonement perimster is outstanding. Assistance in this
matter would be appreciated sinoce it would enhansce our oversll defensive
posture and eliminate a safety hazard that exists through use of our
pregent towers that previously had been declared unasfe.

(o) The present sump system and leach field have ceassed to function
properly and are becoming a serious health hazard. At present, a sump
truck is being used on an "as availsble" basis to cope with the problem,
But, with the imminent opening of the 1at Marine Diviaion Rehabilitation
Center within this cantonement, this interim measure will fall far short
of handling the sdditional burden, A letter requesting Engineering
Assistance dated 23May69 was submitted concerning this problem, Immedi-
ate attention is urgently rejuested.

g Civil Affairs/Civic Action

(1) Seven bags of cement, two truck loads of lumber and sixtesn
pleces of tin were given to the people of XOM SON THUY to build a temple,

Downgraded to UNCLASSIFIED on 13 June 1970 Enclosure (1)
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Also fifty pounds of clothes and ten pounds of soap were distributed to
these people.

(2) VIP Funds of 33,0008 VN wers expended to VN personnel for
bringing in munitions such as grensdes, M.79 rounds, claymore mines,
chiocom grenades, etS...

(3) Two bags of cement and four pieces of tin were given to two
families from KHUE-BAC to repalr house and well.

(4) Tweity etudents of the Hoa-long Elemsntary Sohool in NUI
KIM SON were presented 5008 VN each towards their Soholarship Awards.
Ten of these were awarded by the Beneral Walt Scholarship, while the
remaining ten are from the 3d AmTracBn Scholarship Fund.

(5) Two fishermen from XOM SON THUY were shot at when their
basket boats drifted out of the fishing limits. A4s a result, both fish-
ermen were wounded of which one dlied. Solgtium payments are being processed
for their families.

(6) A Med Cap program has been started in the village of XOM
SON THUY every Tuesday and Friday.
(h) Commnicgtions

(1) Personnel strength is nesr T/0 and no oritical shortage is
foramsen or exists at the present tine,

(2) A T/E shortage still exists for seventeen Radio Sets AN/PRC-
77 and one AN/MRC-109. Requisition for the m/nm-109 ig valid. The
redio Sets AN/PRC-77 are initial issue and are to be force fed by the
supply system. :

(3) During this period there were six commnication-electronio
items deadlined awsiting parts and twenty-one items at FIC for third and

fourth echelon corrective maintenance, At present, one item of test equip-
ment is at FIC for calibration and eight Ltems of test equipment are

on requisition.
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PART IV
CHRONOLOGY OF SUBORDINATE COMMANDS AND SUPPORTING DCCUMENTS

1. See enclosure (2) for supporting doouments.
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FETER ACTION REPCRT
ORp &Iy

_Z&Jﬁ.ﬁ}ﬂﬁﬂ_—
CODE NAME: Victory Dragon XI
DATES OF OPERATION: 5 May to 22 May 1969
LOCATION: Grid Squeres - BT 1154, 1155, 1254, 1255 ’

"UNITS SUPPORTED: 6th Company, 3d Battalion; 2d R(KMC Brigade

T TAS{ ORGANIZATION ﬂ_D_ C OMMANDERS:
ond Lt. CRAWFORD - Platéon Commander

6 LVT's - 24 Platoon, 3dimTraoBn
LVT MISSION: Search & Destroy, Seourity & Re-supply Missions

BRIEF SUMMARY CF OPERATION: The 3rd Battalion went on a sesrch

and destroy operation in the Eastern seotion of their Ta0R, Our platoon
was used to provide security for this move and to re-supply this unit.
However, the mgjority of time, we were stationary and were used as a
blooking foroe,

8.

RESULTSs
LVT KIA (s VC & NVA KI 6
IVT WIa O VC & NVA KIA (ME’ 0
LVT WIANE___ O VC & NVAPW__ 4
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