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PART I
0 ZATIONAL D
1, DESIGNATOR OCMMANTER
33 Amphibian Tractor Battalion Major K. D, THATENHURST, SR.
1-31 August 1969
SUBORDINATE UNITS

H&S Company - Capt K. R. BURNS, l-31 August 1969

"A% Company - Maj J. He ALEXANDER, 1-3 August 1969
Capt G. F. TASONIS 4-31 August 1969

B" Company — Capt J, R. WILLIAMS 1-31 August 1969

ATTACEED UNITS
NONE

2, LOCATION: 1-31 August 1969, Quang Nam Province, DaNang, Republic of
South Vietnam.

3. STAFF OFFICER

Exec0 Major Je. We RAHILL, 1-31 August 1969
S.1  Capt G. R. FAIRCHILD, 1u31 August 1969
8=3 Major D Wo MAILLER 1-8 August 1969

Major J. H. ALEXANDER 9-31 August 1969
Swd Major J. F. CARNEY 131 August 1969
S5 Capt L. G PLANTE 1-31 August 1969

4. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

UM UgN OTHER
OFF  ENL OFF ENL OFF  ENL
33 3 2 14 0 0
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PART I

N 1VE Y

During August the Battalion performed 771 operational missions and 1,548
sorties. An increase in the number of troop movements, convoy escorts and
medevacs characterized this month's operations.

The Division adopted an expanded TAOR during August which required the
deployment of all eight tractor platoons to the field in direct support of
fourteen infantry battslions. & platoon of LV s has established a new
cantorment within the 7th Marine's CP at LZ Baldy and another platoon has
set up camp at FSB Ross in the QueSon Valley.

Receipt of 45 rebuilt vehicles as RXE or T/E deficiency replacements
greatly enhanced the Battalion's overall combat readiness,

Both operational LVIELl's were commi tted most of the month in support of
the 24 ROK Brigade and the 5th Marines. The two vehicles fired a total of
36 line charges and were voth credited with & number of secondaxry explosions.

Bravo Company supported the ROK Marines in Operation Victory Dragon XIV
by mounting 106 mm rifles gnd assuming blocking positions for the search and
destroy operations.

LVTH6 training of the RCK Marines terminated at the end of the month and
preparations were made to pase OpCon of these vehicles to the Koreans, Final
training included actual indirect firing exercises,

Alfa Company lost one of their most outestanding crewchief's when Corporal
T.L. JUSTICE 2374151/1833, USMC was killed as his tractor was hit by a command
detonated 200 pound mine buried in the road south of lLiberty Bridge.

In August the Battalion assumed control of the Marble Mountain TACE.
Observation posts and defensive positions were coordinated snd fire dis-
cipline enforced. Two platoons of cooks, bakers and mechanics succegsfully
cordoned off the village of Xom Thuy during pre-dawn hours of 30 August and
the Battalion conducted its first County Fair Operation in the new TAOR. One
VC suspect was detained and three gecret caves were found and sealed.
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During the month of August 1969, this Battalion conducted a total of 62
night patrols and five day patrols. A total of five persons were detained as
VWS's, All five persons were delivered to the 5th Counterintelligence Team for
further interrogation., There were 16 enemy contaots during the reporting period
as followss

1 - LVP mined (operations)

¢ - SFD's

2 - Enemy sightings (15 in operations and 1 in the CP wire)
3 = Bnemy incidents incoming (operations)

4 - Enemy attacks by fire (operations)

The Battalion processed the granting of 18 Secret Becurity Clearancesand
one Top Secret Security Clearance.

The Battalion had its Intelligence Section Technical Inspection, lst
Quarter FY-70 conducted by G-2, lst Marine Division. The inspection results were
very satisfactory with discrepancies in the 8% Files security.

The Battalion had an average of 85 vehicles committed deily in direct
support of the lst Marine Division and 24 ROKMC Brigade, The mission end
frequency of specific tasks were:

Resupply - 46

Patrol and Minesweep = 40

Waterway Denial and River Patrol - 69

Blocking Force - 17

MOd-.-EVﬂ.G - 12

g Reaction Force - 13
Segrch end Destroy = 59

é Convoy Bscort - 14

. Security - 191

510 Admini atrative - 83

11) Recovery - 6

glzg Troop Movement - 221

D @~ A\ NN -

13) Indirect Fire Miassions - 13
14) Line Charges Fired (LVPEL) - 36
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Vehicle utilization averaged 10.1 hours per day carrying an average of 6
persons and 260 pounds of cargo per day.
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PART IIT

SEQUENTTAL LISTINGS OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS .

1, TOPICS ,:.
1

a, PERSONNEL AND ADMINITRATION

(1) The personnel combat readiness category is O-1l. We do not
enticipate a change during the month of September 1969.

(2) Two Marine Officers and 86 Marine Enlisted rotated to CONUS,
8ix Marine Officers and 45 Marine Enlisted were joined during the month

of August 1969,

(3) Our first team reenlistment rate was 75% and career reenlistment
was 100% based on 2 reenlistments. Overall percent was 78.6%

(4) The Battalion sustained the following casualtiess

(a) Four Marine Fnlisted were wounded during the month of ’
August due to enemy action. One Marine Enlisted was KIA and enother DOwW
during August due to enemy action, Twenty-two Marine Enlisted were medevaced
out of country,.

(5) There were 12 new MCI enrollments and 5 new USAFI enrollment,
Thirty-two Marines took USAFI high school GED test., Twenty-three applications
were received for the college GED test., Fifty-eight Fleet Home Town News
relenses were processed during the month of August,

(6) Seven Purple Hearts were awarded during Angust 1969.

(7) Three Marine Officers and 52 Marine Enlisted went on R&R during
Aungust 1969, This program receives full participation ad 18 esspential to the
morale of this commend.

(8) Kleven extensions of overseas tours were forwerded for approval.
(9) The Battalion Savings Bonds participation for Mgust 1969 was 76, 1%,

(10) The exchange services are excellent.
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b, ENEMY

(1) The enemy units operating near our TAOR ocontinued to range from
squad to platoon size, These units usually operate south and west of our TACR,
During the month of August the local enemy initiated activity remained at an
extremely low level with a rise in enemy SFD's, The enemy continued to avold
& contact with our perimeter guards, patrols, and OP's, The mining/8FD's in the
area south west of our TAOR continued at a high level ag the enemy continued to
make his presence known,.

(2) The enemy has the capabllities to conduct single or rmltiple

ground attecks against our CP/TAOR, These attacks can be supported by 12

140mm rockets, mortars and RPG's, He can interdict lines of commmications

and routes of movement by mining , SFD's and axbushes, He can conduct sapper

attacks against selected targets. He ocan avoid contact completely and either
remain in remote areas or withdraw completely from our TAOR. He can engage in
terrorist activity and conduct political warfere to expand the current
Provisional Revolutionary Government (PRG). Due to recent tactical defeats in the
battlefield, sickness, hunger and shortage of ammmnition and medical supplies and aus-
tere living conditions have increased his vulnerability to psychological operations.

c, CI POPULANCE

(1) The inhabitants of the immediate area of operations continus to be
pro-government of RVN; however, due to the presence of the V¢ in the area, they con-
tinue to render assistance to him, The attitude of the villagers continues
to be one of knowledge of most incidents prior to its occurrence and most of the
time @ lack of warning to friendly troops. Current counterintelligence to
FWMAF, thus leading to the credence of the populance control factor by the
Viet Cong in the area,

d. WEATHER

(1) During the month of August, the monthly mesn precepitation remained
at 0% with only a trace of rain. The temperature ranged from & low of 72 on
06 August 1969 to a high of 101° on .5 August, The moon illumination was 0% on 13
Mugust and 100% on 27 August. The average vieibility was 6 plus miles, The
average wind direction was variable with an average velocity of T=13 knots.
The general overall weather oonditions wers partly cloudy with an average cloud
ceiling of 3,500 feet. This unit could have participated with other units in
low level operations without being hampered by severe weather conditions.
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e, TRAINING

(1) Three Officers and Fourteen Enlisted Marines attended formal
schools during the period as followss

Officer Leadership Course = 3

SNCO Leadership Course = 3

NCO Leadership Course - 3

Embarkation School {(Enlisted) = 1
Water Safety Course = 4

Vietnamese Language/Culture Course = 1
Fiscal Clerk School - 1

Career Planmning = 1

o~
ST Hhoe A0 Oo®

(2) Formel training and OJT were conducted in conjunction with
operational commitments. The following were presenteds

Personal Response (DivMobTrngTeam)
Weapons Safety

Care and cleaning of weapons

VC Mines and Surprise Firing Device
Individual Responsibility (DivMobTrngTesm)
Enemy Tactics (DivMobTrngTeam)

Personal Hygiene

Malaria

Taotial Security on Operations (DivMobTrngTeam)
Convoy Security (DivMobTrngTeam)

Map Reading and Compass

Voice Radio Procedure

Military Courtesy and Discipline

Tactical Trends

Military Leadership

Combat Leadership (DivMbbTrngTeam)

Buddy System

NN

QMo OB B pKROG R D' Hhoe 2.0 o'

TN

(3) Forty Sergeants and below attended a one hour lecture by 1st
Marine Division G-5 on Personnel Response.

(4) Twenty-five Officers and Staff Non-Commissioned Officers
attended a one hour lecture by lst Marine Division G-5 on Personnel Response,
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f. LOGISTICS

(1) Supply.

(a) The overall supply situation is adequate, However long
leadtime exists for most major end items and components,

(2) Maintenance,

(2) During the reporting period two LVTP5Al' s sustained combat
damage, Vehicle #108199 susteined demage from a land mine and is awaiting
disposition instructions. Vehicle #10812 sustained damage from an RRG round.
Vehicle has been repaired by this commend.

(b) LVIPSAL #107446 submerged 3 Jul 69 will be evacuated CONUS
under the R&E program., CG MCSA Phila msg 1210502 Aug 69 refers.

(c) LVIP5AL's #107874 reported damaged in July has been repaired.

wdff
() LVIPSAL's #107585 and 108292 reported in July LOGSUM as
suspected combat logses;are awaiting disposition instructions, Lialson with
Maintenance Bn., lst FSR indicated authorization to drop and requisitions are
forth coming,.

(e) During the reporting period 27 LVIP5Al's and one LVIRL
were received on the FY-69 B&E Program, In addition 17 T/E deficiencies

were recelved,

(f) T/E deficiencies in the tracked vehicls family have been
filled with the exception of 2 LVIEl's, These new vehicles are presently in-
country.

g) The overall tracked vehicle maintenance situation has
improved and should continue to improve with further issue of R&E vehicles
to the companies,

(h) During the reporting period eight LVIP54l's were received
with the fire suppression system installed.
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3» Communicationg.

(2) Antenng AS-390. This item is a UHF antenna required for each
commeand vehicle, The present allowance of LVIP541 Commend tractors is nine,
Two UHF antennas are completely unserviceable and one has broken ground
plane elements end requires replecement. The lack of these antennas reduces
the commmnications capability of the command tractors.

(b) Antenne Matching Unit MX-6707/VRC, Two of these are required foxr each
LVTEL and five for each LVIF5A1 Commend tractor. At the present, there
gre nine gix-inch holes in tractors where these matching units are gupposed
to be installed. Failure is due to corrosion on the interior of the matching
unit and has been the subject of several UER's, The most recent of these
was submitted on 8 August 1969. Tractors missing a matching unit heve a
reduced capability in that only one radio may be used at a time end water-
tight integrity is lost.

(¢) Receiver - Trensmitter RI-671/PRC-47, Of nine authorized LVIP5AL
Command tractors, two have not had M1-00348E-35/1 performed. This is the
modification required to provide a high frequency capability for command
tractors (installation of AN/PFC-47). TERO's were initially submitted for
this modification on 2 December 1967, FSR documents were placed on
"Red Ball! during June 1968. Requisitions were subsequently cancelled by
FSR during November 1963, TERO's were resubmitted to FSR during April
1969. Upon refusal of the Shop Stores Officer to provide document:information,
TERO' s werd submitted to the Division G-/ during May 1969 in accordance with
DivO 10010,1B. Lack of this equipment reduces the communications capability
authorized for command tractors.

4. Mobor Trangport.

(s) Deadline rate during the period was 14% The Battelion Motor
Transport section logged 38,143 miles with one major accident in which one
M-37 was rolled.
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() The following statistical information is provided concerning
medical activitiess

Total Venereal Disease Cases (New) 2
Total Physical Examinations 24
Total Patients seen MEDCAP 320
Total Patients seen BAS 514
Total Number of Innoculstions given in BAS 256

(b) Personal Change
1 Four Corpsmen detached from this Command

2 FMive Corpsmen reported this Battalion for duty

g, CIVIL RS/CIVIC ACTION

(1) TwO-hundred fifty-nine Vietnamese were treated this month
by the 3dAmTracBn MEDCAP, One-hundred and eighty-three Vietnamese were
treated the first two weeks at §-5 building and 76 were treated the following
2 weeks at the dispensary in Nui Kim S8on, The 8-5 MEDCAP has been discon-
tinued snd we have started a MEDCAP in Nui Kim Son once a week,

(2) VIP funds of 7,500§ VN were expended to Vietnamese parsonnel for
bringing in mnitions such as grenades, M-79rds, Claymore mines and various
other types.

(3) Ten pounds of clothing and ten pounds of soap were distributed
to the people of Nui Kim Son and Xom Son Thuy.

h, CCIMMUNICATIONS

(1) During this period there were 99 commmnications-electronics items
turned in for 24 echelon maintenance, Of them, 29 were Fefexpkd to lst FSR for
3d and/or 4th echelon maintenance, Nineteen DX items were turned in along with
fifteen completed TERO's. One item is in for scheduled calibration and five
jtems of test equipment are on valid reguisitions.
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(2) A T/E deficiency still exists for 11 radio sets AN/PRC.TT7, 1
redio set AN/MRC-109, end 1 radio set AN/MRC-83, There are 6 AN/PRC-TT' s
on loan to the Tth Marines,

(3) Personnel strength is near normal, although there is a shortege
of technicians (2841/2847/%811) for the letter companies.

i. LVIE TIVITIE:
(1) Observed Missions - 103
(2) TUnobserved Missions = 11
(3) Time on Target = 2
() E&I - 39
(5) Hemy Casualties - 1 (Confirmed)
(6) Dsmage to Enemy Structures
20,; Bunkers Destroyed = 6
b) Bunkers Partially Destroyed - 1
(7) Bnemy Weapons Destroyed - 1 60mm

(8) Ammmnition Expended
(a) HE - 1493; Ill = 1173 WP « 23
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CHRONOLOGY OF SUBORDINATE COMMAND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

1, See enclosure (2) for supporting and amplifying documents,

L a‘,»:‘ié‘
Ta«%ﬁm"." -
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AFTER CPERATION REPORT
4thPlt B Company

CODE NAMEs Victory Dragon 14
DATES OF OPXRATION: 15 July 3969 - 22 August 1969

LOCATIONs Map Hoi An grid square 1052

DATE

UNITS SUPPORTEDs 3d Battalion (9th, 10th, 1lth Companies)

2d ROX Marine Corps Brigade
LVT TASK ORGANIZATION AND COMMANDERS:
4th Platoon - 8 trectors used in this operation
2dLt, Brace - platoon Cmdr,
LVT MISSIONs Search rnd Destroy, Blocking force

ERIEF SUMMARY OF OP=RATION:

On 15 July, the 3d Battalion of the 24 RCOK Brigade held a search and

destroy operation south east of Nan Pu, The LVT' ¢ were used
for security and carrying 106 recilless rifles. The AmTracs re-

mained in position most of the operation.

RESULTS1

LVT KIA_ Nope VC & NVA KI4

LVT WIANE __None VC & NVA KIA (PROB - =
LVI' WIANE None VC & NVA PW = - -

SUPPLIXS & TRCOPS TRANSPORTED; 102,190, lbs. of supplies

403 troops
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