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3d Engineer Battalion

3d Marine Division (Rein), FMF
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5750
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Froms Commanding Officer )
Tos Commanding General, 3d Marine Division (Rein), PMF
Subjs Command Chronology for period 1~30 November 1966
Refs (a) Division Order 5750.1

2) - Mine Incidents

3) . After Action Report; Operation FRAIR
(4) -~ Battalion Staff Journal (s-r; s-a, ..= -4,

Encls §1§ - Coomand Chronology for 3d Engineer Battalion

1. In accordance with reference (a), the subject report is submitted as
Enclosure (1)

2. Documentation for this report is submitted with original only as Enclosures

(2) through (4).
Vioem

W. Go VIERS .
By directi
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COMIAND CHRONOLOGY FOR NOVEMBER 1966

Part At Organizational Datas

1. Org%ization. The 3d Engineer Battalion is organized in

accordance with T/0 M1378,

2. Location

a. DA NANG TAOR. 3d Engineer Battalion (Less Company "BY,
Company "A", Detachment H&S Campany, Detachment Engineer Support Company)
(1) Company "A", 1st Engineer Battalion attached for

operational control only.,

b. DONG HA TAOR. Company "B" (Rein), Company "A", Detachment
H&S Company, Detachment Engineer -Support Company.

3. Period covered by this report,

1 November to 30 November 1966,

4. Name/Rank of Commanding Officer(s) and Staff/Principal subordinstes
including T/0 billet assignments (as of 30 November 1966).

T/0 Billet

Battalion Commander

Battalion Executive Officer
Battalion S-1/Adjutant
Battalion S-2

Battalion S-3

Battalion S-4

Communications Officer

Heavy Equipment Officer
Battalion Supply Officer
Utilities Officer

Motor Transport Officer
Battalion Surgeon

H&S Co Commanding Officer
EngrSuptCo., Commanding Officer
Company "A", Commanding Officer
Company '"B", Commnanding Officer
Company *""C", Commanding Officer
Company "A', 1st EngrBn,, C. O.

Name

Lieutenent Colonel G. M. FEARCE, JR.
Major J. A, SHEARMAN, JR,
2dLt N, F., LABOUNTY

24Lt W. B, 5T JOHN, JR.
Major W. G. VIERS, JR.
Ckptain E. W. GRAYF

24dLt P. C, HAGANS

CWO-4 D, N. DUNCAN

Wo0 S. H. SCOTT

2dLt J. R. WYarT

CWO-4 D. H, DUNCAN

It. H. F. HEIN

Captain T. J. DU MONT
Ma.,jor W. H, LONG

18tLt R. A. VANSICKLE
Captain G, H. ROOT
Captain C. E. KAUFAN
Captain H. E. IPCHKAWICH

5. The average monthly strength of the Battalion wass

a. DA NANG TAOR;
b. DONG HA TAOR3

Officers:
Officers:

12 Enlisted: 299
17 Enlisteds 362
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"~ Part B: Summary of @icant Eventss

1. Personnels
as The strength of the battalion was increased by a total of
eighty-six (86) during the month as followss

(1) Geinss 79 usMC Enlisted, 7 USMC Officers and 2 USN BEnlisted

(2) Losses: 43
&) Battle: 4 (2 WIA Evac, 2 KIA)
b) Non-Battle: 5
¢) Administrative: 34

On 3 November Pfc. Ko MCGHEE and Pfe R. L. MORRIS were WIA while on
patrol with 1/26,

On 8 November SSgt M, E. BENNEDT departed on Emergency Leave to CONUS,
On 10 November SSgt V. L. SCHAUM departed on Emergency Leave to CONUS.,

4 cake cutting ceremony was held at the Enlisted Mess at 1800 in celebration
of the Marine Corps Birthdsy

On 15 November GySgt T. C. JACKSON was KIA, when the vehiole he was riding
in was ambushed while rounding a curve on Route #H1.

On 16 November Pfc S. D. HOGGARD departed on Emergency Leave to CONUS.
On 20 November SSgt M. VEGA returned from TAD on OKINAWA,

On 23 November LCpl J. D. HUDSON was KIA while on a road sweep with 1/26,
n 24 November LtCol. G. M. PEARCE departed on Energency Leave to CONUS.

On 27 November 1stLt K. J, KIRACOPOULOS returned from the hospital. An
appropriate Thanksgiving meal was prepared for all messes of the Battalion,

On 29 Novembver Cpl, E. J. MAAS, JR. and Pfc R, L., SHARAR returned from
the hospital,

The following awards were made during the months 6 Purple Hesxt Medals,

The following recommendations for awards were submitted: 1 Navy
Commendation Medal.

The following promotions were effected: 1 to Gunnery Sergeant; 11 to
Lance Corporal; and 9 to Corporal,

2. Administration

&y A debriefing was held on 30 November for all personnel departing as
rart of the November rotation draf .

Enclosure (1)
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be The battalion promotion board met on 28 November,

c. MNMorale and Welfare
1) Morale ‘
a) The following R&R quotas were utilized by this battalions 60
b) The following in-country R&R quotas were alloted this
commands 9
(2) Welfare
iai Improvement of billeting, messing and recreational faoilities
is being continued.

(3) Chaplain's Activities
zus During the month of November, Catholic and Protestant sexrvices
were held each Sunday morning in the Battalion Chapel,

Enolosure (1)
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3. Intelligence

The battalion Intelligence (S-2) Officer held nightly briefings for the
officers of the battalion and the non-commissioned officers in charge of sections.
Areas emphasized were mine incidents occurring in the PHU BAI - DONC HA TAOR,
and significant reports of enemy activities which might effect engineer operations.
The S-2 Chief gave briefings in the absence of the Intelligence Officer. In
addition, the Intelligence Officer conducted briefings for each of the companies
which consisted of a general picture of the enemy situation and pointed out
areas in which work may be susceptable to VC/NVA harrassing action.

During the month of November 1966, a total of 15 mine/boobytrap incidents
were recorded, as shown in Enclosure (2).

A water survey was initiated by the Intelligence section during the month,
The Battalion Intelligence Officer conferred with the Intelligence (8-2) section
of the 24 ARVN Regiment in DONG HA and found no statistical information was
available concerning maximum levels of water beneath road bridges and by-passes.
Six check points were installed at bridges on National Route #9 to be observed
veriodically during the monsoon season. The measurements will aid in determining
by-pass requirements at each of the bridge sites., Thus far, a two foot rise
from original levels has been recorded since the beginning of November 1966.

The map inventory was reviewed and replenished. A complete complement of
Photomap supplements, 1/25,000, was ordered and part has been received.

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

L L
4. Training

a. Training during November consisted entirely of }NOS Training, oconducted
primarily on-the-job, however, certain specialized skills received more formal
training. No training schedule was published in November due to the 3d
Division displacement to the North. A new schedule will appear in Decembex,

b. On 18 November, Cpl T. E. AGUILAR departed for OKINAWA to attend the
Infantry Weapons Repair School. On 20 November Sgt. R. C. WARMAN departed
for Embarkation School end Cpl. R. D. MIERS departed for Vietnamese Language
School, both on OKINAWA.

¢+ The 3d Marine Division Land Mine Warfare and Demolition School, oonducted

by this battalion, continued to instruct both division and nonedivision personnel
in mines, boobytraps and demolitions. The instruction was oonducted by contaeot
teams and by resident courses in the battalion school area. The normal input of:
students was reduced greatly due to the displacement of the 3d Marine Division
to the North. The following is a recapitulation of the training conducted by
the school during November 1966,

(1) A oontect instructor team deployed to the 1st Battelion, 1st
Marines on 3 November and remained for epproximately four days. During this
period, the team instructed 50 students on U, S. lLandmine Warfare, VC Mines
and Boobytraps, Pyrotechnics and Claymore Mines.

(2) TFormal classes at the Land Mine Warfare and Demolition Schools

Unit Total Fersonnel

18t Marines 159
18t Engr Bn 2
3d Engr Bn 25
7th Engr Bn 18
3d Bridge Co 6
18t AT Bn 6
18t AnTrac 34
4th Bn, 503 Inf Brig 27
I1I MAF 1
18t MP Co 14
MCB=9 25

Total 317

d. During the month of November the tunnel teams continued to train.
e, There were no students enrolled in the generator operator course.

f. On 27 and 28 November instruction was presented to the 9th Motor Transport
Battalion on the employment of the Claymore Mina,

Enclosure (1)
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In many areas around the CP it became necessary to clean out ditches daily,

due to vehicle traffic passing across the ditches to enter supply dumps,
messhalls, and battalion CP areas. To eliminate this daily job and release
engineer equipment for other projects, the battalion began to install half
culverts at critical crossing points. Although this innovation will not

stand up to heavy traffic, it will provide a means of access for vehicles up

to 3/4 ton, On the CAM IO Road gravel was hauled and spread in an effort to
stabilize the road and make it passable for traffic and engineer trucks hauling
gravel to other areas. A bridge was constructed 300 meters North of the CAM

10 Bridge. The Camp Carroll Access Road was raised by the addition of numerous
loads of gravel, hauled from the rock source along the SONG TRINH HIN, west

of the M-6 Bridge. Despite the heavy rains the road was in acceptable condition
by. the end of the month. Lieutenant Earle WENTWORTH and the men of the third
FPlatoon of Company MA" supported the 3d Marines in the opening phase of a sweep
in the CUA valley. A ford and bridge reconnsissance was conducted and several
Places along Route #558 were repaired to pernit a convoy to move into the
operation area. The balance of the work done was continued improvement of the
3d Battalion 4th Marines Access Road and repair of the shoulders along Route #.

(2) Field Fortifications. During November the work done on field
fortifications included the construction of bunkers in the 3d Engineers area,
filling sandbags for bunkers and the supervision of field fortifications
projects completed by infantry units. Men of the 3d Engineer Battalion erected
or supervised the erection of over3000 meters of wire obstacles. Two bunkers
were pre-cut, flown to 3/3 (Fwd) and were built by engineers from Company "A",
In the Division CP (Fwd) ares, Company "B" repaired the fence around the mine
field and hung new mine warning signs. This was in an effort to insure that
personnel would not enter the field accidentally,

(3) General Construction. Comstruction work continued in the 3d
Engineer Battalion CP area and several billeting areas were completed. The
construction platoon led by WO1 BRATCHER completed work projects in the DONG HA
Combat Base including much removation work in the Division CP (Fwd). At the
Commanding General's Mess screen work, construction and hanging of doors,
elecirical work, installation of & grease trap in the rear of the galley and
construction of a serving line rounded out the work dome. In the General's

Quarters the carpenters constructed shelves, cabinets and other iteme of furmiture.

With the arrival of 31,000 feet of heavy guage plastic the battalion undertook
a weather proofing program. The men of the comstruction platoon built model
huts to show wnits who would receive the veather-proofing how it should be
utilizeds Window frames, screening and weather proofing were installed at the
PMO/IRO office and siding was put on the new Post Office Building. Several
old French buildings were dismantled and an ammunition bunker was constructed
near the LCU Ramp., At the Battalion Aid Station, in the Division Compound,
a vgatier tower was constructed, shelves were built, and elecirical work and
drainage work were completed.

A tean of engineers, who were supporting Company "A", 3d Tanks, construoted
a strongbacke. Generator sheds were constructed for the 4th Marine Regiment, 3d
Marines at Camp Carroll, and in the Division CP. Water Tank pads were pre-
fabricated and constructed at the DONG HA, CAM 1O and Camp Carroll water points,
The 3d Battalion, 3d Marine Regiment requested two bunkers which were packed
and flown to their position. The end of the month saw construction working to
prepare four huts in the 3d Marines area for Division Disbursing and constructing
8igns for the Division CP,

Enclosure (1)
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The Drafting end Surveying Section did the layout work for the new Post

Exchange and Post Office site and supplied sketches and technical drawings
to division units.

(4) Utilities. The 3d Engineer Battalion Utilities Platoon continued
to supply divisional units with raw and potable water, Six water points were
under the operational control of the 18t Marine Division in DA NANG and six

were operational in the PHU BAI and DONG HA TAOR'S., Totals for the month at
DONG HA and PHU BAI are as followss

Potable .vieececinciecencnencanss 1,610,270 gallons
Raw PecessesssnssRRstat BNl 1,138’930 gallons

Total..l‘l..‘.l.‘ll‘............. 2,749,2m gallons

Enclosure (1)
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5« Operations

&« Generals During November the 3d Engineer Battalion remained in genersal
support of the 3d Marine Divieion, Company "C", 3d Engineer Battaliom remained
under operational control of the 1st Engineer Battalion. Employment of the
battalion was in the following two categoriess Combat Support and Combat
Service Supports

(1) Combat Support Operations consisted of providing mine detection
and demolition teeams in support of infantry operations and daily sweeps of
MSR's for mines and boobytraps. Companies "A" and "B" supported six infantry
battalions, The combat support provided involveds

a) A totel of 210 deliverate mine detector sweeps of MSR segments,

b) A total of 33 visual sweeps.

c¢) Daily Average distance swept was 5,030 kilometers.

(@) Excluding clearance, no incidents required engineer effort
during sweeps. See paragraph 3, Intelligence.

(e) Ordnance and Fortifications destroyed by combat engineexs
during November totaled twenty-one (21) bunkers.

b. Combat Support
Z‘l 5 DONG HA TAOR
(&) During the month of November the following visual eweeps were
madet (YD020365-025564) and (YD0O90815-091115). This sweep was not conducted
on a daily basis, but on request from various units using the roasd for oonvoys,
(b) Deliverate sweeps were made as followsi

gYDO61 549-033563 ;

,r/ '

YD124595-124594

YD145613=149603

YD194594-193590

YD181588-180588

YD162587~161587

YD200595-203%588

(¢) Combat Support of infantry operations was provided by Companies

"A" and "B". Personnel from Company "AM supported Operation PRAIRIE, See
Enclosure (10)s In addition, support was given to Company "A", 3d Tanke and
the Provisional Battalion.

¢ Combat Service Support
Z‘l; Roads and Bridges, The majority of the work done on routes of

communication was centered around the DONG HA Combat Base. In conjunction

with the movement of elements of the Second Battalion, Ninety-Fourth Field
Artillery Group to Camp Carroll, the First Platoon of Third Bridge Company
constructed a 60 foot deck balk fixed span bridge to serve as a by-pass on

Route #9. Several of the by-passes required maintenance work in order to

enable tracked vehicles to pass. Also on Route #9 the approaches to the

bridges were built up to prolong deck life and decrease wear on vehicles crossing
these bridges. In the latter part of the month en M4T6 bridge on Route #,

north of DONG HA was reinforc¢ed by adding three floats and building up the
approaches. The work done on the Division CP (Fwd) Road Network was performed

a8 maintenance. Gravel was hauled and spread to fill the many potholes and ruts
that appeared after the recent heavy rains. Several culverts were installed to
relieve drainage problems around the perimeter rosad, Work was done on the 9th
Motors Access Road and a bridge on the road to Artillery Village was rehabilitated,

Enclosure (1)
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6., Communications
8. Continuous communications ‘i&g‘ﬁamtamed with battalion units located
at DA NANG and DONG HA.

b. The "A" and "B" Company communications facilities were remarried with
the battalion communication platoon.

¢. The area defense wire was established, Initial problems encountered
were improperly functioning telephones and wire lines being cut. Corrective
action was taken.

de The motor transport control net was activated to provide control for
the battalion wrecker,

e« The battalion communication center/office was established in its
permanent location,

f. A trunk line was established to the U. S. Army position to allow
coordination of the area defense.

g+ The communication storeroom was relocated adjacent to the communication
center/office.

h. The area defense radio net was centralized under the control of the
officer of the day.

i. The Motor Transport control net was deactivated and the Motor Transport
stations were intergrated into the patialion control net,

Je A change to the COI was received which necessitated a change in the
battalion control frequency. The frequency change was accomplished,

Enclosure (1)
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a. Coordination and Control

(1) Battalion staff continued to be split between DONG HA and DA
NANG, with the Commanding Officer, S-2 and S-3 at DONG HA and the Executive
Officer, S-1, and S-4 at DA NANG, This has created considerable difficulty in
logistical management because of very meager communications.

(2) Action was initiated during period to consolidate the Battalion
at DONG HA,

(3) Captain G.AFF, S-4 reporting for duty on 22 November 1966, was
assigned present duties on 27 November, in relief of WO-1 SCOTT, who until
that date acted as S-4/Supply Officer and afterwards assumed the eingle duty
of Supply Officer.

T Logistics

b. Suppl

21; Support in all classes of material remains normsl under conditions
and adequate except as noted below.

(2) Operational capabilities continued to be affected by a high volume
of outstanding requisitions. Of the 25,111 requisitions submitted during FY-66
and to date in ¥Y-67, 4,569 remain outstanding, and 68¢% of that figure ﬁnﬂ been
so far more than 120 days. AvE

(3) With the majority of the Battalion's rolling stock at DONG HA,
difficulty was encountered with continuing influx of supplies from FLSGeA.
4An experimental unit distribution system initiated by FLSG-A should alleviate
this problem, although it is too early to evaluate its operation, Additionally,
however, about 750,000 board feet of lumber has been released by FLSG-A for
issue to this organization during the period. Lack of transportation has limited
withdrawal of this lumber to about 300,000 board feet., This is one of the
major probiems affecting the Batialion's consolidation at DONG HA.

(4) fTransfer of supplies from LA NANG to DONG HA continued at & slow
paces The Battalion (Rear) was dependent upon outside support to meet most
of its motor transport requirementes other than ipternsl activities; and sealift,
mostly in the form of LCU's, was available only sporadically. On 30 November
four truck loads of lumber were sent to DONG HA via "ROUGH RIDER",

(5) staging of equipment for one platoon of Company 'B" for the
rotational BLT was completed on 30 November,

¢. llaintenance

(1) The Battalion had a density of 401 combat essential items of
equipment, of which 127 are on involuntary deadline; 71 at second echelon,
and 56 at 3d echelon. (These figures include the Battalion (Forward)j.
Operational percentage is 68%,

(2) Lack of supply support evidenced by the mumber of outstanding
requisitions continued to be the cause of a high deadline figure.

(3) Critical deadlined items during the period were M=51 dump trucks
at DONG HA, with 1/3 of the available assets on deadline, and P-153 mine detectors
in the DA NANG TAOR, with half the Battalion's assets on deadline. Wwhile the
Battalion's mission was not jeopardized during the period, lack of these items
in any g.eater quantity will have a significant impact on the effectiveness of
engineer support to forward units,

d. Iood Service

(1) 25,614 1ations were fed during period at the Battalion (Rear),
consisting of 90 meals "A" rations and 11 meals 'B" rations.

Enclosure (1)
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(2) 8402 meals "C" rations were issued on an as required baais,
(3) Usage of ice averaged about 600 pounds per day in the DA NAVG

area, No ice is available gt DONG HA,

€. Facilities. No significant events during reriod beyond the wesather-
proofing of buildings as protection from tropical storm NANCY.

f. Industrial nrelations, The Battalion (Rear) employed an average of 138
Vietnamese nationals daily and paid wages in the amount of 563,359% piastres
for this purpose during period.

g. Fiscals The Battalion Operating Budget was increased by $1,000,000
leaving a new unobligated balance of $1,766,066 at the end of the period,
The increase is slated for lumber stocks.

he Ammunitions 400 rounds of 7.62mi and 75 rounds of caliber .45
amnunition were expended during period by the Battalion (Rear) in the conduct
of local security. Stocks remained ample to meet requirements,

Enclosure (1)
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8. Civil Affairs

On 6 November 1966 3d Maring Division Order 5081.1 was published assigning
areas of responsibility to units in the DONG HA, CAM LO, and KHE SANH TAOR,
The 3d Engineer Battalion was assigmed the hamlet of VINH PHUOC (YD280583)
for the purpose of disaster relief and reporting. This hamlet is located a
great distance from engineer areas of operation. Upon speeial request, the
civil affairs area coordinator, G-5, authorized the battalion to operate in
CAM 1O in close proximity to engineer projeots. This request was based on
previous experience which proved highly successful in the past,

liaison was established with the MACV Senior Advisor at CAM 10 District
Headquarters, Major WALL USA. A MEDCAP program was established with scheduled
visits to each of the hamlets in the CAM I0 complex, Medical treatments have
been few currently due to the lack of MEDCAP supplies. The 3d Engineer's medical
team was warmly welcomed into each of the hamlets it visited and in a total of
9 visits from 14 November to 30 November 1966. 541 people were treated, The
hamlets visited were TAN DINH (YD118585), VANH AN (YD161604), TAY HOA (YD136602),
AN HUNG (YD123593), a refugee hamlet at (YD121585), and VAN QUAT Xa (YD102598).

During the month of November 1966 a total of four M-51 dump truck loads of
screp lumber were delivered to the district. The lumber was excess from engineer
projects in the area. Road improvement in the CAM IO area has established a
close rapport between engineers and local Vietnamese.

Enclosure (1)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

T - L
9. Legal

1. Legal activity during November 1966 continued at a favorable level., A
statistical breakdown of legal follows:

8, Article 15 Punishment (Battalion Level)
be Investigations

c. Lletters of Indebtedness

d. Legal Assistance

e. ©Special Courts-Martial

f. Summary Courts-Martial

WOWOOOo
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The following is a list of mines end booby-traps detonated or found and
destroyed in the 3d Marine Division TAOR. Incidents are in numerical
order as they were reported. This report covers the period from 1 to
30 November, 1966.

PHU BAT -~ DONG HA TACR

1. YD254 560 3d Bn, Tth Marines, detonated a unknown type grenade
mine. (11/10)
2. XD9863568 3d Bn, 34 Marines, destroyed a M-26 grenade with
commmnications wire attached. (11/13).
3 YD118688 24 Bn, S5th Marines, reported a tank detonated an
unknown type mine. (11/14).
4. YD816184 5thCIT reported an unknown type VC mine destroyed a
section of railroad track.(11/14).
5e YDB43315 1st Bn, Tth Marines, found and deactivated a CHICOM
MLAL mine. (11/17).
6. YDB19188  An unidentified unit found and destroyed a TNT charge
\(:hi;h l)md been buried and rigged for electrical detonation.
11/17).
To  YD949035  1lstBn, 4th Marines, reported a vehicle struck a mine. (11/17).
8. YD083520 2nd Bn, 9th Marines, reported a tank struck an unknown type
mine. (11/15).
9. YD111516 2nd Bn, 9th Marines, reported a tank struck an unknown type
mine. (11/18).
10, YDO57665 2nd Bn, 5th Marines, reported finding a oclaymore mine. (11/20).
11, YDO93724 2nd Bn, 5th Marines, reported detonating an unknown type .
mine. {11/21).
12, YD113543 2nd Bn, 9th Marines, found & CHICOM grenade rigged with a
trip wire. (11/23).
13. YD237568  2nd Bn, 3d Marines, detonated an unknown type mine. (11/23).
14, YD101499 34 Bn, 3d Marines, destroyed a Bamboo Mine. (11/30).
15. YD103506 2d1?n,)3d Marines, found and destroyed another Bamboo Mine.
11/30).

Enc..\os\“ e ‘2)
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HEADQUARTERS
34 Engineer Battalion
3d Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO Sen Francisco, California 96602

27 November $966
AFTER ACTION REPORT, OPERATION "PRAIRIE"

PERIODs 11 November 1966 - 21 November 1966.

UNIT SUPPCRTED: 24 Battalion, 9th Marines.

UNIT SUPPORTING: Detachment, Company "A", 3d Engineer Battalion (=)
ENGINEER TASK ORGANIZATION: SSgt HUGHSON NCOIC.

a8, 10 Enlisted (Demolition Teamg

b. 8 Enlisted (Mine Sweep Team

EQUIPMENT USED:
&+ Four P-=153 Mine Detectors

MATERTALS EXPENDED3

6 C-4 160 pounds
b. Cw3 400 pounds
cs Time Fuse 185 feet
d. Detimating Cord 150 feet
e. Blasting Caps (Non-Electric) 108
CHRONOLOGY's

11 Novembexr 1966
Departed 3d Engineer Battalion approximately 1600, arrived at 24
Battalion 9th Marines Command Post approximately 1700,

12 Fovember 1966

Departed 2d Battalion, 9th Marines area approximately 1130 by tanks to
support Company “E", 2d Battalion, 9th Marines.

One boobytrap and one mortar round were found on the trail.

Destroyed each with 24 pounds of Ced,

13 November 1966

Destroyed 17 family bunkers. 10 pounds of C-4 on each of two large "L"
ghaped bunkers, pounds of C-4 on each of the smaller bunkers. Charges
were placed in the middle of the bunker where the sides meet the roof,

14 Noveumber 1966
Moved to new location,

15 November 1966

Departed area approximately 0800, arrived 24 Battalion, 9th Marines
Command Post approximately 1000,

Caclosuce Lﬁ)
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Depaxrted 24 Battalion, 9th Marines area approximately 2030 by foot,
with Companies "G'" and "H", 24 Battalion, 9th Maxines,

16 November 1966

Arrived at assembly area approximately 0610, departed approximately 0700
for objective.

Destroyed three family bunkers (See illustration) using 5 pounds of Cw4
on each.

17 November 1966
Destroyed 12 family bunkers at coordinates YD113506, Used 5 pounds
of C=4 per bunker.

18 November 1966

A. Destroyed 26 family bunkers at coordinates YD113514 (THOM MAI LOC)
using 43 pounds of C=3 per bunker. There were two secondary explosions,
powerful enough to completely destroy the hut beside the bunker. -
A small bottle of North Vietnamese Malaria pills were found in one
bunker and turned over to Company "H", 2d Battalion, 9th Marines.

B, Destroyed tail section of downed heliocopter at coordinates YD113514,
using 25 pounds of C=4.

19 November 1966
A+ Destroyed 36 family bunkers in same village as 18 November 1966,
using 44 pounds of C-3 per bunker,

20 November 1966
No Work Done

29 November 1966

A. Destroyed ordnance that 24 Battalion, 9th Marines was unable to
cerry, at coordinates YD113514, using 60 pounds of C-3,

B. 8 men sweep team (mine), altsrnating 4 men and two detectors (P=-153s)
every 20 mimtes. Swept road from coordinates YD113514 to YD116582
for the purpose of detecting anti-tank mines, Negative results,
Arrived 2d Battalion, 9th Marines area approximately 1630, departed
2d Battalion, 9th Marines area approximately 1800, arrived 3d Engineer
Battalion area approximately 1900.

LESSONS LEARNED3

A, Do not try to mold C-4 or C-3 in heavy rain.

B. The best place for explosive charge in a bunker is the half-way
point where sides and roof meet.

RECOMENDATIONSs

A. Carry more than enough fuse lighters estimated to do the job. They
are hard to got on resupply.
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