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PART I - ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

l, Units and Locations
a, Phu-Bai Enclave (3dM’'Bn Hq)

H&SCo_ (-)
Co"All
Co"B* (Rein) ‘
24 P1t, Co "B", SthMIBn (OPCON)
Co"C" (=) -

b, Phong Dien (Operation SHAWNEE )

2d Plt, Co"C" (OPCON Lth Marines)
Det, H&SCo (6 Oti_;ers) (OPCON Lth Msrines)

¢, Dong Ha Enclave .
- Det, H&SCo (6 Otters) (OPCON SthMT'Bn)

éi Cion'unanding Officer and Staff

Major R. Fi ARMSTRONG Commanding Officer
Capt P. H. WEBERLING (effective 8apré7) Executive Officer
2dlt V. I, HEAP S-1/Adjutant

I1stLt R¢ Mi THACHER Se3

Letlt Jo . KEeL S-L |

2dLt V. I. HEAP (through TApré7) Co Cmdr, H&SCo
241t G, R. VADE (effective 8Apré7) Co Cmdr, H&SCo
1stit B, P, HANNAH (through LApré7) Co Cmdr, Co"A"
1stlt E. H. DUPREE III (effective SApr67) Co Cmdr, Co"A"
1stILt W, E, THOMPSON Co Cmdr, Co"B"

Capt P. H, WEBERLING (through 8Apr67)  Co Cmdr, Co"C"
Capt ‘P, E, SULLIVAN (effective SApr67) Co Cmdr, Co"C"
SgtMaj H. C. MURRAY BnSgtMaj

3, Average Honthly Strength

a, 13 Officers, 35L enlisted, 5 USN enlisted,
b. 53 Enlisted OPCON from 2d Flt, Co"B", 9thMIBn
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PART II--NARRATIVE SUMMARY

CONFIDENTIAL

1. Sparations.

a, Another faotor presented itself to lend waight to the statement
that "Vietnam is a motor transport war." As the Battalion began receiv-
ing its new M-3542C cargo trucks it was directed to retain the replaced
M-35's for a short period of time, It is interesting to note that with
the exception of 8 days every truck available to the Battalion was commit-
ted every day of the month.

bs 45 operation "SHAWNEE" commenced it was decided to bring the op~
erating area supply dump to a 10 day level of supply; accordingly, two
Road Runners of 50 vehicles each were scheduled to meet the sudden demand
for supplies, especially class V items. Initially the move was plagued
by shortages of materials handling equipment, however problem arsas were
quickly resolved and the operation was conducted with great succoss., Dur-
ing the period 21=-30 April 1,021 loads of cargo were transported to the
SHAWNEE Operating Area.

¢, Dally commitments for the month averaged 84 percent of on hand task
vehicles (includes deadlined equipment). This is an all time monthly high
for the Battalion since entering Vietnam and represents a 12 percent increase
over the previous month's rate of commitmente.

(1) 150,477 miles were driven, including 129,633 tactical miles.
(2) 10;264 tons of cargo were transported,
(3) 56,724 personnel were transported.

d., 12 incidents involving enemy action occurred., These actions re-

sulted in one killed in action, 4 wounded in action and loss or damage to
8 vehicles (see Sequential Listing for details),

2. Maintenance.

a. Te a rage daily availability of task vehicles for the month wes
86.2 percent (a deadline rate of 13.8 percent). This is considered par-~
ticularly noteworthy in view of the high commitment rate of 84 percent.

bs The 6 task vehicles in field maintenance as of the end of the month
have been in an average of 22 days each.

€« 3 vehicles were repaired by field maintenance during the month,
Avorage turn-around-time was 9 days cach,.

d. The 9,00X20 tire and Otter inner tube shortages have beeon alle-
viated. Otter track, however, remains critically short,

ENCLOSURE (2) CONFIDENTLALL
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3.

data for the first four months of 1967;

Thousands

of miles

MILES TRAVELED

The following graphe reflect significant operational and maintenance
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4 Civil Affeizs

8. e Battalion conducted s MEDCAP Program in Phu-Lowng tresting
35 persons, :

b, English classes for 57 adults and children are held daily at
Diem-Tu Hamlet. 3 members of the Battalion serve as instructors.

5. Ravchologioal Warfare Proeran

a. In response to an increased incidence of mining activity, the
Battalion inaugurated a PSYOPS program combining the distribution of -
reward leaflets along routes of march and supplying each convoy commane
der vith reward funds to pay for information of intelligence value (se
Sequential Listing for details). ,

CONFIDENTIAL - 7 ENCLOSURE (2)
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PART III--SEQUENTIAL LISTING

3 Apr- The Road Runner sweep team found and destroyed a mine in the roade
"’ _.way at the same location where Lt. FLORES and ICpl MYERS were wounded
" by a mine detonation on 29 March (see Chronology for March 1967).

L Apre A mine sweep team was dispatched to sweep a S5-mile section of road
L in the vicinity of Phu-Loc in advance of the Rough Rider going to

" Da Nang. After the team had swept a section of roadway leading to

a bridge, 3 ARVN vehicles came down the road traveling in the same

~direction. The first ARVN vehicle hit & mine. One of our -vehicles

backed up to move the ARVN vehicle and in turn detonated another mine.
~ Aecordingly, the right rear dual wheel of the vehicle was destroyed,
3 Marines were wounded and were 1mediate1y nedically evacua.ted.

& LApr~ Two Otters received : Bubtise fire while operating in support of
Operation "Big Horn". This action resulted in one Otter disabled,
Pfc R. J. FITCH received enemy gunshot wounds which penetrated his
chest resulting in his death, LOpl L. H, UNDERWOOD and Pfc'G. R.
POBANZ received injuries. Pfc FITCH was mann:lng the Otter'l 50
caliber machine gun at the time. .

5 Apre "Rough Rider" No. h3-67 was conducted from FPhu-Bai to ‘DaNang to trans-

. port cargo for FISG-A, 140 personnel and 68 tons of cargo were trans-
porteds The convoy consisted of 70 vehicles and was commanded by Lt. -
W. E. THOMPSON,

6 Apr- "Rough Rider" No, LL-67 was conducted from DaNang to Phu-Bai to trans-
"~ port cargo and elements of the 3d Marine Division Rear, 224 tons of

cargo and 288 personnel were transported. The convoy consisted of
14k vehicles and was commanded by It. W. E. THOMPSON, An intelligence
report was received indicating that a VC Company was prepared to am-
bush .the convoy; accordingly, H & I fire was called in on the suspec-
ted area. When the Rough Rider approached, air, which was on a strip
alert, was sent airborne and made several low level passes over the
suspected area. No enemy were observed and no hostile action repor-
ted, : .

7 Apr- Second Lisutensnt O, R. WADE became Comanding Officer of HAS Company.

8 Apr- During a standard Road Runner to Big Horn, a M-35 struck a mine with

its right front tire. The vehicle was the 26th truck in the column,

' When the mine detonated, the vehicle was blown off the road, It
came to rest on its right side and began burning. Approximately 15
_minutes later the load, L pallets of 106mm Recoiless Rifle ammunition,
began exploding. The truck and trailer, driven by Pfc G. S. SIMONSON,
was completely destroyed, The driver sustained lst and 2nd degree
‘burns on his right hand, right arm and face.

9 Apr— In order to comply with an urgent request to move eléments of 2/26 from
the Phu-Bai Air Freight Terminal to Phong~Dien (2/26 was flown in from
DaNang), 25 vehicles were collected from many 3dMarDiv units and used
to conduct the move (the majority of 3dMI'Ba organic vehicles were on
the road).  As soon as the daily Road Runner came in, 10 additional
vehicles were dispatched as Road Runner number 2, and a total of 780
troops vere moved to Phong Dien. . Lt. W. E. THOMPSON was convoy com-

mander. © ROTCRURE %)
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While the Road Runner was returning from Phong D.ten, the Engineer
sweep team discovered a large mine at the same location as the 8

'April incidents The mine was blown in place,

Two Road Runners were conducted: The f:irst consisted of 23 vehw

‘icles hauling supplies and 220 troops from 1/9. The second con-

sisted of 32 trucks and 16 trailers of ammunition,

Two Road Runners were conducted. Road Ruiner No. 1 consisted of
32 trucks and 7 trailers transporting 90 ttns of smmunition and

5 tons of other supplies. Road Runner Nos 2 was conducted to move
LOO troops of 2/26. 21 trucks and trailets were used,

A Road Runner was conducted to move LOO troops of 2/26 and trans-
port 12 tons of cargo. ‘

¢st Marine Division Rough Rider arrived with carge from 2/26,
The Battalion received the first of its allotted 56 M35A284g,

“Rough Rider" No. 45-67 was conducted from Phu-Bai. to Dong Ha to
transport cargo and elements of 1/9, 154 tons of .carge and 323
personnel were transported, The convoy consisted of 107 vehicles -
and was commanded by Lt, W. E., THOMPSON,

In respense to an urgent request to immediately transport 300 rounds
of 105mm ammnition to CAC H-S at Phu~Loc, L 11thMI'Bn M-Sk's and 2
3dMI'Bn vehicles wire used, The convoy was commanded by Capt W. J.
KISER, 11%h NT Bn,

The 1st Marine Division Rough Rider was delayed one day due to the
Namo bridge being J.mpassable. .

“Rough Rider" No. 46-67 was conducted from Dong Ha to Phu-Bai to
transport cargo and personnel of Headquarters, Lth Marines. 1lll tons
of crrgo and 148 personnel were transported. The convoy consisted
of 67 vehicles and was commanded by Lt. W. E. THOMPSON, ‘

A Road Runner cf 6 3dMI'Bn vehicles and 10 3dTKBn vechicles was con-
ducted to transport troops of 2/l to operation "Big Horn",

In addition to the standard Road Runncr, a 3 vehicle supplemental
Road Runner was made to provide crltn.cally nceded MOGAS and batte
eries to "Big Horn", ,

HM3 H. A. WILLIAMS, an active partlclpant in the Bdttalion's MEDCAP -
program, departed to attend a 3 day "PEYOPS" School et IIT MAF.

- Headquarters,

15' Apr~

An eleven vehicle detail, 3 3dMIBn vehicles and 8 vehigles fram
other organizations began receiving LSO Special Forces Troops end
moving them from Air Freight to their new CP in the Jollet area,
In addition to the personnel, approximately 280 tons of organic
cargo was transported.

ooxrmmm 2 _ BNCLOSURE (3)
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17 Apr- A 12 vehicle convoy was conducted to move K/3/26 to Nanm Ho, M/3/26
was returned to Phu-Bai. 2dLt. D. I, FAUST was convoy commander,

18 Apr- Two Road Runners were conducted, The 2nd trip was to move elements

of 2/k,
20 Apr- ("Rough Rider® No. L7-67 was conducted from

Phu-Bai to Dong Ha to

transport cargo and personnel of 2/12, 185 tons of cargd and 235
personnel were transported. 19 vehicles from 2/12 joined the cone

voy at the "Big Horn" area and continued wi
W. E. THOMPSON,

th the convoy to Dong

Ha, The convey consisted of 68 vehicles and was commanded by Lt.

20 Apr- B3 H. A. VILLIAMS returned from "OEIOFS" School at III MAF Heade

quarters, . . . -

21 Apr~ "Rough Rider" No. L4867 was conducted from
deliver urgently necded ammunition to Opera

Dong Ha-té"Phu-Bai to
tion “Big Horn", 35 tons

.+ of cargo and 15 personnel were transported. A U.S. Army M-55 (Quad
«50), the- 35th ¥ehicle in the Rough Rider was damaged beyond econo-

e e mical repair by a command detonated mine th

‘front end of the truck, Bridging was used
‘the crater and the column continued its nis

at exploded under the
to effect a crossing over

sion without further in-

cident, Lt. W, E, THOMPSON was convoy commander,.

22 mpr- During a standard Road Runnar to Operation
received 5 rounds of sniper fire resulting

"Big Horn" the convoy
in minor damage to an

Arny M-55 (Quad .50), The convoy returned fire with its security
elements. No casualtiés resulted and the convoy continued on with-

out iDCidGntw

2l Apr- A serial of 15 . car.go trucks was attached to a lstMarDiv Rough Rider

going te DaNang, The vehicles will Join a

II1 MAF sponsored program

of moving several hundred tons of :_‘ice from DaNang to Quang Tri and

Hue, .

2L Apre During a standard Road Runner to Opcration

"Big Horn", a low-bed

. trailer transporting a TD-18 tractor detonated & mine while cross~
ing.a bridge, resulting in the rear axle being blown off the trailer,
The TD-18 Mowever, backed off the trailer and contimied to Operation

"Big Horn" under its own power (2 3/k miles

)e

2l Apr- 30 drivers reported for TAD from SthMTBn fop duty,

25 Apr- The Low-bed trailer that was damaged on 2& April was recovered by

11th Eng, Bn,

26 Apr- As the daily Road Runner convoy was proceding to Operation SHAWNEE
the 26th vehicle in 1line, a M-35 detonated a small mine resulting
in minor damage to its right front wheel. The disabled vehicle
was taken in-tow and the Road Runner continued its mission,

" BCLOSURE (3) 3
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27 dpr=-The Battalion Mplgment':ed & Reward Pgychological Warfare Pytgnen,

the purpose being ta.obiain informetion of tactical intelligansh

value by providing monetary rewards to ihdigenous personnel who report
useful information. Lt."R, M, THACHER was appointed Battalion Reward
Fund Custodian. - Based on #his organisation's experiences from VO
mines every possible means is being exploited to detect mines before
they are detonated, : : .

28 Apr- At 0130 the Phu-Bai Vital Defense Area upder vent . mortar attack,

7 82mm rounds were feceived in the Battalion Ares resulting in neg-
ligible structural demage and no casualties,

29 hpr- The Battalion received 26 new M-3542C oargo trucks. Jaining a 1st
MarDiv Rough Rider in Dalang the vehicled pasticipated in the Il
MAF rice progreie (see Apr 24): S T e -

30- Apr= 3dMTBn attached 36 personnel to a 1stMarDiv Hough Rider enroute to
DaNang to transport 26 new M-3542C's. -idditionaly, the Battalion
supplied the personnel necessery to transport 5 M«36's for 9thMian,
and § M=54342 wreckers vhich will be distributed ‘t¢ various 3dMarDiv
organizations, =, s '

- e 3 SRt
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