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Subj: Command Chronology for the period 1-31 July 1969
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Encl: (1) 3d Notor Transport Battalion Command Chronology

1. In accordance with reference (a) and (b), enclosure (1) is
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2. Group 4 downgrade at 3 year intervals, reclassified after 12 years.
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PAHT I 

O::1GA.NIZATIONJ;L DATA 

1. DESIGNATTON 

Third !bt.or Tl'<l1sport Battalion ~ajor J. F. LAVIN 1-8Ju169 
::ajor R. S. DAVIS,JP. 9-JIJul69 

I-it:S Company 

Company A 
Company :3 
Company C 

2. LOCATION 

SUBO?DnrATIS lJNITS 

IstLt r. 
lstLt. R. 
2r:.c1LtD. 
lstLt r.. 
lstLt J. 

" l1lf'"'l'I-IY , JR. 1-lS~Tul69 
E. ORn1.K[ 16-31Jul69 
L. E.ffi-J .IUl.JJS 1-31Jul69 
1) CTJl'.TIS 1-31Jul69 ~ . 
F. CRAi-lFQP..D 1-31 Jul69 

a. T!lir<i :btor l'r:cnsport Bat-i:,alion (-), 1-17Jul69, Quang Tri, RVlJ 
18-31Jul69, Vandegrift Combat 3ase,R\~~ 

b. H[:SCo, 1-17Jul69, Quang Tri, 2vtT, lo-31Jul69, Vandegrift Combat Base, RVN 
c. CO~::Jany A, 1-14Jul69, Quang Tri, RVl'J, lS-31Ju169 Enroute to Oki w/.lLT-9 
d. 0ornpar1Y J, 1-3J.July l;i6S', 7 J!ldet;rift Combat. Base, RITH 
c:. Company 0, 1-14 Jul69 ,~ang Tri, RV1'1, 15-31Ju169 Znroute to Oki vl/.lLT-9 

3. STAFF OFFICERS 

Executive Officer fffajor J. E. QUILL 1-21Jul69 
IstLt R. :!::. r;?U,TAY 22-31Jul69 

S-l/Adjut&lt/Legal Officer l.st:;:.t R. "' .• HUGrrrS 1-7Jul69 
(period 8-15Jul59 ~nExecO filled in) 

hltLt R. :::~. C1IJ:lAY l6-3lJul69 
3-3 lstLt :So F. m:?PHY ,JR. 1-15 Ju169 

lst:::.t '1. L. I'1SET~T 16-31-Ju169 
3-1.1- lst::.t .1. A. ~LSr.TH 1-31Ju159 
s-S lsLLt E. ~=. ~'!'"tUr:E: 1-7 Jul69 

(po:cicd 2.-15.Ju169 _;JrL~xecO f:i.Eed in) 
lstLt ;'1. 1:. O~JJ:!.IT 16-31JulS9 

Supply Officer lstLt R. !l.. '!':LSETH 1-31Ju159 

-?-
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PART I

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

COMMANDERl. DESIGNATION

Major J. F. LAVIN 1-8Jul69Third Motor Transport Battalion
Major R. S. DAVIS,,JR. 9-31Jul69

SUBOF.DINATE UNITS

1-15Jul691stLt F. F. MURPHY, JR.H&S Company
16-31Ju169lstLt R. E. ORDWAY
1-31Jul692ndLt D. L. EDWARDSCompany A
1-31Ju169lstLt R. P. CUETISCompany B
1-31Jul691stLt J. F. CRAWFORDCompany C

2. LOCATION

2. Third Motor Transport Battalion (-), 1-17Jul69, Quang Tri, RVN

18-31Ju169, Vandegrift Combat Base, RVN
b. H&SCo, 1-17Jul69, Quang Tri, RVN, 18-31Ju169, Vandegrift Combat Base, RVN

C. Company A, 1-14Ju169, Quang Tri, RVN, 15-31Ju169 Enroute to Oki w/rLT-9
d. Company 3, 1-31July 1969, Vandegrift Combat Base, RVN
e. Company C, 1-14Ju169, Quang Tri, RVN, 15-31Juló9 Enroute to Oki w/RLT-9

3. STAFF OFFICERS

1-21Jul69Major J. E. QUILLExecutive Officer
22-31Ju169lstlt R. E. ORDWAY
1-7Jul69S-1/Adjutant/Legal Officer lstLt R. R. HUGHE'S

(period 8-15Ju169 BnExec0 filled in)
16-31Jul691stLt R. E. ORDWAY
1-15Jul691stLt E. F. MURPHY,JR.S-3
16-31Jul691st.t R. A. ELSETH
1-31Jul69S-4 1stLt R. A. ELSETH
1-7Jul691stLt R. M. WHITES-5

(period 8-15Ju169 BnExecO filled in)
16-31Ju1691stLt R. E. ORDWAY
1-31Ju159lstLt R. A. ELSETHSupply Officer

4. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

ARVNUSNUSMC
OFF ENLOFF ENLOFF ENL

16 O10 158 O
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CQ'IIJFIl)EPT HL 

1. OPr:~_ATIONS: The month of July brought mmy change:s to Third J.btor 
Transport Battalion. On 9 July 1969, 2_ ch<JI1ge 0 f cOr.mJ211d ceremony at. 
the battalion cantonment Has held as Ha.jor J. F. LAV:m trans ferred -\:'ho 
Battalion Ccbrs to ;~ajor -:-:_. S. DAVIS, JR. On 21 July 1969, r·':ajor 
J. P. ~F~, '3attalion ::xecutive Officer, Has reassigned as :;xGcuti're 
Officer, ~.TL'1th Hotor l'rcn sport Battalion. 

The loss of Company "A" (Rein) and Company "C" (He :i:'~) to RLT-9 left 
the Battclion with COPlpany "Bit 2lld essential personnel of Headquarters 
and Service Company. Company "'3" re1!a~'1ed at. -;:l'1de,:ctft Combat Bflse in 
support 0:: the units stationed there. "!,~ca(k.'3X'ters and Service Company 
remained at ~luang Tri Combat 3ase until 18 July 1969 when it relocated 
and joined Comnany "13" at iJande~;r:L ft !~,)!1'JJ:lt base and established Battalion 
Headquarters.. ,'.lthOi13h the l1'':'ss~-r; of Th::':rd rIotor Transport Battalion 
still i::: the support of the ":,ld,:'d ~'ariYle Jivisi.on, it is mostly COD_fined 
to 31JP?Cirt of' 'J:mdei.Y iJ't ":o::nOa.t 52.::;C which is controlled b-IJ the FOl,yth 
'Tarine "'1.e,:;i;nent. 

Oper['t:Lons 'Tir _'.Jia G.idge, :!8meron '(:'a:Lls, r:rerkemer ~'1oDntain and .\pache 
Snoi-, Hh:i_ch ;·;('~c ]l'eviou3~ supported by Third ?Totor ~ra;.,sport Battalion 
have been t. r _lunated. 0ur:ing the !1onth of July, 3d I-btor TraI'lSport 
3attJlic:. 'laS addition~ly assigned to 3upport Operations Idaho Canyon, 
~vj.l1.iams Clade, Ar1jnGton Canyon and GEoi~~ia Tar in the I Corps Tactical 
Zone. 

In Qdol t ion to ~.}-lC 10s3 of t;\vO T /0 Companies, the detachment of 
Ca:criC'r AUWh:ibious ~1-76 otters assicned::,o Tfeadquartcro and Service 
COTIl[)ony was rcassizned on 8 JuJJ; 1969 to Ninth ~btor Transport Battalion. 

u.lring July, dail;; ava5.labili~y of task vehicles TiTaS 88~ and daily 
committments averaged 95%. In addition, the average monthly deadline 
was 12%. Total miles traveled "Jas 37 ,e7", a tot<ll of 1,843 tons of cargo 
and 2·:;,852 personnel ,,;v-cre tra'1sportsd. 

2. CIVIL 1.E':FAT7's. JUJ'ing the month of July, all civil affairs action 
vTas suspended because of Battalion l"cass~r;nnents and ret.L:)cation. 
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PART II

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

l. OPERATIONS: The month of July brought many changes to Third Motor
Transport Battalion. On 9 July 1969, a change of command ceremony at
the battalion cantonment was held as Major J. F. LAVIN transferred the
Battalion Colors to Major E. S. DAVIS, JR. On 21 July 1969, Major
J. E. QUILL, Battalion Executive Officer, was reassigned as Executive
Officer, Ninth Motor Transport Battalion.

The loss of Company "A" (Rein) and Company "C" (Rein) to RLT-9 left
the Battalion with Company "B" and essential personnel of Headquarters
and Service Company. Company "3" remained at Vandegrift Combat Base in
support of the units stationed there. Headquarters and Service Company
remained at Quang Tri Combat Base until 18 July 1969 when it relocated
and joined Company "B" at Vandegrift combat base and established Battalion
Headquarters. Although the mission of Third Motor Transport Battalion
still is the support of the Third Marine Division, it is mostly confined
to support of Vandegrift Combat Base which is controlled by the Fourth
Marine Regiment.

Operations Tirobia Ridge, Cameron Falls, Herkemer Mountain and Apache
Snow which were previously supported by Third Motor Transport Battalion
have been traminated. During the month of July, 3d Motor Transport
Battalica was additionally assigned to support Operations Idaho Canyon,
Williams Clade, Arlington Canyon and Georgia Tar in the I Corps Tactical
Zone.

In addition to the loss of two T/O Companies, the detachment of
Carrier Amphibious M-76 Otters assigned to Headquarters and Service
Company was reassigned on 8 July 1969 to Ninth Motor Transport Battalion.

During July, daily availability of task vehicles was 88% and daily
committments averaged 95% In addition, the average monthly deadline
was 12% Total miles traveled was 37,870, a total of 1,843 tons of cargo
and 20,852 personnel were transported.

2. CIVIL AFFAIRS. During the month of July, all civil affairs action
was suspended because of Battalion reassignments and replocation.
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1. On 8 July 1969, Hajor .J. F. L,"_7m 1oJa,s reassiG!led to Headq~)arters 
Battalion for duty as Assistant "'Jivision ''btor 7ransport Off:lcer. 

2. On 9 July 1969" ~':ajor n. S. DA7IS, J:::>. assUJ'1ed command of 1'hird 
'htor Transport Battalion. 

3. On 21 July 1969, 1Jajo:c J. ~~. QL'LJt was reassi.Gned 'k ':inth =htor 
Transport Battalion. 

r1, 

4. On 18 July 1969, Third Totor Tl'a.."lsport "':,.t::'alion rel:;~ated at 
7andei;;Tift 80nbat Base. 

1. The follo.,bg c:(.,~·~t:lents arc attached to sup;lort the Comr1ClI1d 
Chro;:-ologJ~ of 71, ::",1 :'btor Tra."1sport Battnlion fOl~ ·the Tr.onth of J1;ly 
1969. 

- r;-' IS :JaiJ.;1 :::0 ~:JTrjJ; tr.£TC t 

v'b. "Ja~r :=..L3pakLing 

sheets ard 'fehicle 

:;1ecord of 7ehiclE::: 
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Availability 

11240 (by cO:'1ixunes) 
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PART III

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1. On 8 July 1969, Major J. F. LAVIN was reassigned to Headquarters
Battalion for duty as Assistant Division Motor Transport Officer.

2. On 9 July 1969, Major R. S. DAVIS, JR. assumed command of Third

Motor Transport Battalion.

3. On 21 July 1969, Major J. E. QUILL was reassigned to Ninth Motor

Transport Battalion.

4. On 18 July 1969, Third lotor Transport Buttalion relocated at

Vandegrift Combat Base.

PART IV

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

1. The following documents are attached to support the Command

Chromology of Third Motor Transport Battalion for the month of July

1969.

M as Daily Committment sheets and Vehicle Availability

b. Daily Dispatching Record of Vehicles 11240 (by companies)
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