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3100 
1 Nov -65 
028 .. 65'" 

Fromt.(JQmmanding ~ff1oer ' 
To. Conunandant of the MarineCo:r;ps (Code A03D) • 
Viaa Oommanding General, Third &.rine Division (Rein) M 

Subj I Comman,d l)i~ 

RefJ(a) MOO ,480.1 

Inoll !l~ Operation Order ,~e-65 
Ope~tion Order }}9-65 
Operation Qrdar ~41~65 

(4 OperatiQrt Order 340-65 and P~trol Report 
(5 FJ'ag O:l!l$r #1 of 20 October 1965 
(6 Operaf~on Order '42-65 
(7 O~ration Order 167-65 and Pa.trol Report 
(8) Operati~nOrder 168-65 ~d fatro1 Rapor' 
(9) Ope~tio~ O,de1" 169.65 and P~t:ol Repor~ 

1
10 OpOJ.'ation .order 170 .. 65 and Pil ttol Roport 
11 0l)Oi',lti~n Ord~r 171-65 and P,atrol Report 
~ Ol)6ration Order 112-65 and "Patrol Report 

{rJ Operation Order 1 n .. 65 and Patrol Report 
(14 Operation Order 114-65 and Patrol Report 
(15 Oporation Order 175-65 and Patrol Report 
(16 Operation Order 116.65 
{:f.,! Opetat1on Order 11'l! ... 65 and Patrol, Report 

" (1S Operation Order 17e;"65 and Patrol Report 

!l9 Operation order 179.65 and Patrol Report 
20 Operat~on Order 41-65 and Patrol Report 
21 Operation Order 48-65 and Patrol Report 

(22 ~peration Order 49-65 and Patrol R~port 

~
23 'Operation Order 50-65 and Pat~ol Report 

c 24 Operation Order 456-65 and'Patrol Report 
25 Operation ,Order 457-65 and Patrol Report 

,(26 Operation Order 458-65 and Patrol Repoxt 
(27 Operation Order 459 .. 65 and Patrol Report 
(28) Operation Order 460-65 
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592653d Reconniesance Battalion (.) Rein)

3d Marine Division (Rein) EL
FPO, San Francisco, C...ilfornia 96601

3:RBT:tro
3100
7 Nov 65
028-65

From: Commanding Officer
Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code AO3D)To:
Commanding General, Third Marine Division (Rein) FMFVia:

Subj: Command Diary

(a) MCO 3480.1Ref:

Encl: (1) Operation Order 338-65
(2) Operation Order 339-65
(3) Operation Order 341-65
(4) Operation Order 340-65 and Patrol Report
(5) Frag Order #1 of 20 October 1965
(6) Operation Order 342-65
(7) Operation Order 167-65 and Patrol Report
(8) Operation Order 168-65 and Patrol Report
(9) Operation Order 169-65 and Patrol Report
(10) Operation Order 170-65 and Patrol Report
(11) Operation Order 171-65 and Patrol Report
(12) Operation Order 172-65 and Patrol Report
(£3) Operation Order 173-65 and Patrol Report
(14) Operation Order 174-65 and Patrol Report
(15) Operation Order 175-65 and Patrol Report
(16) Operation Order 176-65
(1.7) Opetation Order 177-65 and Patrol Report
(19) Operation Order 178-65 and Patrol Report
(19) Operation Order 179-65 and Patrol Report
(20) Operation Order 47-65 and Patrol Report
(21) Operation Order 48-65 and Patrol Report
(22) Operation Order 49-65 and Patrol Report
(23) Operation Order 50-65 and Patrol Report
(24) Operation Order 456-65 and Patrol Report
(25) Operation Order 457-65 and Patrol Report
(26) Operation Order 458-65 and Patrol Report
(27) Operation Order 459-65 and Patrol Report
(28) Operation Order 460-65

691..1..

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

YEARSDECLASSITAH

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• CONFIDENTIAL • 
(29 Operation Order 461-65 and Patrol Report 

eration Order 462-65 and Patrol Rero:'~t 
~O eration Order 46~-65 and Patrol Repo::,'~ 

, ~_a rol Report of ,0 Uotober 1965 
3 ~ p Order 9-65 and Patrol Report 

( . Order 10-65 and Patrol Report 
(, >,iU: . Order 11-65 and Pa.trol Report 
(;6 \ Gtb~~ider 12-65 and Patrol Report 
(37 G~u.~) der 13-65 and Patrol Report 
(38 6PP~ dar 15-65 and £atro1 Report 
(;9 Go~~ er 16-65 and Patrol Report 
(40 Gr ~p~d:r 18-65 and Patrol Report 
(411 Group Order 19-65 and Patrol Report 
(42 Group Order 20-65 and Patrol Report 
(4; Group Order 21-65 and Patrol Report 
(44 Group Order 22 .. 65 and Patrol Report 
(45) Group Order 2;-65 

1. ORGANlZA.TIONAL D;I.TA. 
~. Reporting Unit' 3d Reconnaissanoe Battalion 
b. Period Cover@!.!.' 1-;1 Ootober 1965 
o. Date of Submissionl 8 November 1965 
d. Commanding Officers IttCol R. R. VAN CLEVE 049846 
e. Command Posta DA NANG, RVN (AT 959749) 
f. Subordinate Units. 

[
11 H&S COl Captain CHAPMAN, E. J. 060034 
2 CoAl Captain HUNTER, B. G. 060615 
3 CoB I Captain COMPTON, J. L. 071749 

(4 CoC. Ce,ptain REVELL, J. E. 073593 
(5) CoD; Capt[>,iD COLLINS, P. G. 016;20 
(6) CoOp 1st R9con Bnl 1st Lt CRAIN, R. W. 084624 
(7) 1st Foroe Reoon Company a Major GAFFEN, M. C. 057259 

2. MISSION. ~d Reconnaissanoe Battalion (-)(Rein) establishes a recon­
naissanoe net in the DA NANG and CHU LAI enclaves. 

3. Od!ifu1.i'IONS. 
;:--Th;-:~d Reoonnaissanoe Battalion, in senera1 support of the 3d 
MorinI) :Diyision, maintained its element deployed around the periph­
ery of the Division TAOR. The Battalion (-) conduoted one operation 
from 18-24 Ootober with notable results. See s 1-6. -
b. Company A. oonduoted 1; reoonnaissanoe 
Ootober reporting 35 signifioant sightings 1.i,n'~~ll~~ 
as "ell as nwnerous huts, panji stakes, cave ~':I$t'!::)C)nR'(;ru:aes 
cpntaots with the va in£1ice1 4 va KIA, 5 va 
USMc 'wb were sustained.. See enclosures 7-19 
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(29) Operation Order 461-65 and Patrol Report
30) Operation Order 462-65 and Patrol Report

Operation Order 463-65 and Patrol Report33
32) Patrol Report of 30 Votober 1965
330 Group Order 9-65 and Patrol Report
(34) Group Order 10-65 and Patrol Report

35.) Group Order 11-65 and Patrol Report
36 Group Order 12-65 and Patrol Report
37) Group Order 13-65 and Patrol Report

38) Group Order 15-65 and Patrol Report
(39) Group Order 16-65 and Patrol Report
(40) Group Order 18-65 and Patrol Report
(41) Group Order 19-65 and Patrol Report
(42) Group Order 20-65 and Patrol Report
(43) Group Order 21-65 and Patrol Report

(44) Group Order 22-65 and Patrol Report
(45) Group Order 23-65

1. ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

a. Reporting Unit 3d Reconnaissance Battalion

b. Period Covered 1-31 October 1965
C. Date of Submission: 8 November 1965
d. Commanding Officer: LtCol R. R. VAN CLEVE 049846
e. Command Post: DA NANG, RVN (AT 959749)
f. Subordinate Units:

(1) H&S Co: Captain CHAPMAN, E. J. 060034
Captain HUNTER, B. G. 060615(2) CoA:
Captain COMPTON, J. L. 071749(3) CoB:
Captain REVELL, J. E. 073593(4) CoC:
Captain COLLINS, P. G. 076320(5) CoD:

(6) cod, 1st Recon Bn: 1st Lt CRAIN, R. W. 084624

(7) 1st Force Recon Company: Major GAFFEN, M. C. 057259

2. MISSION. 3d Reconnaissance Battalion (-) (Rein) establishes a recon-

naissance net in the DA NANG and CHU LAI enclaves.

3. OPERATIONS.
a. The 3d Reconnaissance Battalion, in general support of the 3d

Marine Division, maintained its element deployed around the periph-

ery of the Division TAOR. The Battalion (-) conducted one operation
from 18-24 October with notable results. See enclosures 1-6.

b. Company A conducted 13 reconnaissance patient during the month of

October reporting 35 significant sightings totalizing 42 VC and 50 VN

as well as numerous huts, panji stakes, caves and obstacles. Seven

contacts with the VC infliced 4 VC KIA, 5 VC WISCand one VCC while 3

USMC WIA were sustained. See enclosures 7-19

--2--

NTIAL

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

~ CON F ,r 1> E NT. • 
o. Company C(-) oonduoted 4 reoonnaissance patrols lJuring the month 

of Ootober reporting 14 signifioant s:i.ghtin.gs totalling 12 VO, 14 ves 
and. 4 W. Three contacts w~.th the VO infl~~(,'li'>(~ 2 ve KIA and one vee 
while 2 USMC WI! were suskd.ned. See enclomL'es 20-2~. 

d. Company D oonduoted 10 reconnaissanoe patrols during the month of 

Ooto'\:er reporting 7 sign:i.fioant s;.ghtings. See enolosures 24-31. 

e. Recon Group Alpha cond·J.C'.ted 13 reoonnaissanoe patrols during the 

month of October reporting 74 signifioant sightinga totalling 2~5 

VC, 27 vas and 5 VN. Numerous VO harbor sites were also reported. 

Nine contacts with the VO inflicted 7 VO KL~, 9 VO WIA and 4 veo while 

5 USN.CvJU\.. were sustained. See enclosures 32 .. 45. 

f. The 1st Force Reconnaiseance Company was placed under operational 

oontrol of the 3d ReoonnniAsanoe Battalion as of 301650H October. 

~PrJ~~ 
R. R. VAN CLEVE 
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• • "C" COMP.l;NY 
'. r/; :",':':Jonnaissanoe Battalion 

3rd >t.,· ,';, Division (Rein) FMF (Forward) 
FJ:'~; (~fffi l':~a.nCisCiof California, 96601 

, 

. 10 October 1965 

From. Commanding Officer 
TOI Commanding Officer, 3rd Reoonnaissanoe Battalion 
Vial Recon Group Alpha Commander 

Subj a .Mter Action Report 12-65 

Refa ~~~ DivO 3480.1 
~ Patrol Order 12-65 

1. Unit. 3rd P1atoon t "0" 00 (.Rein)(-), 1st Recon 1m 
,.' 

2. Sizea One Offioer, 16 enlisted USlTD and one enliste,d USN 

3· Timet 050630H to 07l730R October 1965 

4. Plaoel Hill 109 (BS 496921) and grid squares BS 4892 and BS 5092 

5. Nature of Aotion. J.rea Roconnaissance 

6. Casualties. Friendly.' None 
EnelI\Y' None 

1. Execution. The 3rd Platoon was inserted by helo vic ooord (BS 492932). 

At 050630H, the 3rd Platoon established three statio oPts (BS 501929, 

BS 496928, and BB 485927). Ten sightings were made totaling 59 VO and 

one Negro, almost all wearing black and armed. Operating period was 

apprOximately 59 hours. The following is a chronological listing of what 

transpired on this operations 

0506;oH * 3rd Platoon (Delicatessen) departed vic coord (BT 560049) by 

helo to vic coord (BS 492932). 

050800H - Team #1 sent to BS 485921 to establish an OPt Team #2 ~~8 sent 

to BB 501929. Platoon OP located at BS 496928. 

051245H - Delicatessen observed thick sIIDke vic coord (BS 479929). 

05l300H - Delioatessen hoard small arms fire at BS 490922. 

051310H - Team #2 observed four VO moving east vic ooord (BS 50292;), al"i 

had small arms, all wearing blaok pajamas and one wearing a blue shir~) 

They droppod their weapons at BS 503932 and began to act like farmers 

working in the fields. 

051~59R - Delicatessen observed ,10 VO moving north, vic coord (BS 503921~; 

brown uniforms with bushes, all had weapons. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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"C" COMPANY
Reconnaissance Battalion

Division (Rein) FMF (Forward)3rd
FTC San Francisco, California, 96601

10 October 1965

From: Commanding Officer

Commanding Officer, 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion
To:
Via: Recon Group Alpha Commander

Subj: After Action Report 12-65

(a) DivO 3480.1Ref:

(b) My Patrol Order 12-65

1. Unit: 3rd Platoon, "C" Co (Rein)(-), 1st Recon Bn

2. Size: One Officer, 16 enlisted USMC and one enlisted USN

3. Time: 050630H to 071730H October 1965

4. Place: Hill 109 (BS 496927) and grid squares BS 4892 and BS 5092

5. Nature of Action: Area Reconnaissance

6. Casualties: Friendly: None
NoneEnemy:

7. Execution: The 3rd Platoon was inserted by helo vic ooord (BS 492932).

At 050630H, the 3rd Platoon established three statio OP's (BS 501929,

BS 496928, and BS 485927). Ten sightings were made totaling 59 VC and

one Negro, almost all wearing black and armed. Operating period was

approximately 59 hours. The following is a chronological listing of what

transpired on this operation:

050630H - 3rd Platoon (Delicatessen) departed vic coord (BT 560049) by

helo to vic coord (BS 492932).

050800H - Team #1 sent to BS 485927 to establish an OP. Team #2 was sent

to BS 501929. Platoon CP located at BS 496928.

051245H - Delicatessen observed thick smoke vic coord (BS 479929).

051300H - Delicatessen heard small arms fire at BS 490922.

051310H - Team #2 observed four VC moving east vio coord (BS 502923), all

had small arms, all wearing black pajamas and one wearing a blue shirt,

They dropped their weapons at BS 503932 and began to act like farmers

working in the fields.

051359H - Delicatessen observed 10 VC moving north, vic coord (BS 503922),

brown uniforms with bushes, all had weapons.
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• • 0514~5n:~ Team #1 reported :L3 vb talldiig in a group at vic ooord ~13S 
473920), wearing blM1.~ r ':,,: ~,~,-,~; i straw hats, all o.,re armed. 

051420H - Delioatesso., ;::'i)s(;:;:v)d six va running from vio ooord (Be 498931) 

to (BS 502931) aoross rioe paJdies, all but one va were wearing blaok 

pajamas, he was wearing a'gray shirt and blue trousers and appears to be 

Negro; all but the Negro were armed. 

05l650H -' Dolioatessen now reports 15 VO moving north at, vio oo;rd (BS 

498929), wearing blaok TJaja.J1'laS, all were armed. " 

051659H - ;/7 given O);'CUN of 3rd Platoon. 

05l730H .. }rd Platoon, from "K" 00 commenoe beingins~rted ~t BS 418927. 

05l900H - One Platoon from ,"K" Oonu>a.ny received fire from rtlla.ge at (136 

502922). Platoon assaulted,area.lppea.redas if ne1the,r B:j.de took oas-

ual ties. No further inoiden,ts oocurred that night. ' . 

061130H - OPOON of ;rd Platoon reverts to 110" Co, 1st Recon Bn,; 

06l300H - Teams *1 and #2 encountered difficulty With their AN/PRO io's 
and joined Delioatessen vic coord (BS 496928). . 

~ , I • 

06l4l0H - Delioatessen heard 6 largeexplositions. Three ~etonations at 

06l320H,.'& 1 at 06l350H occurred vic coord (BS 50;92~). Two detonations 

(ono at 1400 and one at 1430) obsEll'V'ed vio ,coord(BS ·495903). 
'. , , 

'061455H - One va entering village vic ooord (BS 504921) wearing blaok 

wi th weapons. .. . 

061720H w ~ndetermined number of VO shooting at helos picking up troops 

froln3/7.. . '~u:tonl\.tio \-Teapons and small a.rms heard.' 

070900li .. Three VOS, appear to be planting ponji stakes at ,BS 495920, 

wearing black pajamas and having no weapons. 

070915Il - Delicatessen spotted 7 va moving north on trail.at 138 494920, 

wearing bla~k paja.mas with bush oa.moflav.ge and small arms. 

071040H .. One VO I~ving eastvio coord (BS499918) we~ing camoflauge, 

wi th pack and weapon. 

0710SOH .. ' Two vas starting signal fire, vic ooord (BS 499911), blaok 

pajanas, 'no weapons. 
Rei 

071100H - ~070915H of four moving south, two rooving north. . The four 

VC moving soutp appears to be oarr.ying one wounded ~~ possibly f~0~i ~ \ 

fire fight the preoeClding'day. . .. 

07l430H .. Two va moving north, vic ooord (B8 499917), black' paj8T'iRS w:V~· 

bush oamoflauge, one has a weapon. 

2 
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051415H - Team #1 reported 13 VC talking in a group at vio coord (BS

473920), wearing black straw hats, all are armed.

051420H - Delicatesso. observed six VC running from vic coord (BS 498931)

to (BS 502931) across rice paddies, all but one VC were wearing black

pajamas, he was wearing a gray shirt and blue trousers and appears to be

Negro; all but the Negro were armed.

051650H - Delicatessen now reports 15 VC moving north at vio coord (BS

498929), wearing black pajamas, all were armed.

051659H - 3/7 given OPCON of 3rd Platoon.

051730H - 3rd Platoon from "K" Co commence being inserted at BS 478927.

051900H - One Platoon from "K" Company received fire from village at (BS

502922). Platoon assaultedarea. Appeared as if neither side took cas-

valties. No further incidents occurred that night.

061130H - OPCON of 3rd Platoon reverts to "C" Co, 1st Recon Bn.

061300H - Teams #1 and #2 encountered difficulty with their AN/PRC 10's

and joined Delicatessen vic coord (BS 496928).

061410H - Delioatessen heard 6 large explositions. Three detonations at

061320H, & 1 at 061350H occurred vic coord (BS 503923). Two detonations

(one at 1400 and one at 1430) observed vic coord (BS495903).

061455H - One VC entering village vic coord (BS 504921) wearing black

with weapons.

061720H - Undetermined number of VC shooting at helos picking up troops

from 3/7. Automatic weapons and small arms heard.

070900H - Three VCS, appear to be planting ponji stakes at BS 495920,

wearing black pajamas and having no weapons.

070915H - Delicatessen spotted 7 VC moving north on trail at BS 494920,

wearing black pajamas with bush camoflauge and small arms.

07104OH - One VC moving east vic coord (BS 499918) wearing camoflauge,

with pack and weapon.

071050H - Two VCS starting signal fire, vic coord (BS 499911), black

pajamas, no weapons.
Re:

071100H - My 070915H of four moving south, two moving north. The four

VC moving south appears to be carrying one wounded man, possibly from

fire fight the preceeding day.

071430H - Two VC moving north, vic ooord (BS 499917), black pajamas with

bush camoflauge, one has a weapon.

2

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
071?30H .. 3rd Platoon -rf;trfl,cted by halo vic ooord CBS 491931) and returned 

to C~; mpany C1'. 

8. Cornrna.nder's Jlllalycd.;: . 

a. During this mission, 'Ghe explci tation element was oommi tted on 

request of the 7th Mlrine Reg.i.mental S.,. 
b. The exploiting <=llemen.t landed in seleoted zones oontrary to those 

reconunended by the reOOll.:1!'l,iss'3Jloe unit already, operating in the objeotive 

area. 

c. The large amount of sightinga indioated potential success in des­

troying the Viet Congo 

d. Tho infantry units employed met little resistanoe other tt~n booby 

traps and mines. 

e. Communioation between the reoon platoon and the infantry units 

was not immediately established oontrary to the exploiting Battalion 

Commander's desire. When these infantry units did come up on FM, they re­

quested our 3rd Platoon (who was also advised to oome up on their frequenoy) 

to stay off the net. This situation was later remedied, but not after 

valuable time was lost. 

f. This laok of oommunioations negated timely sightings and more 

importantly, the fixes, made by the reoonnaissance platoon. 

9. ReoommendationSI 

8,. That the deploying infantry units place qreater elU.Phaaia on 

reco)tnended landing zones from the reoonnaissance units already 8lYft)loyed 

in t',e objective area. 

,Jo That oonmnmication between the infantry platoons and the reoonna:i,8~ 

sanc-:; element be immediately established to properly fix the Viet Cong 

on an as-observed basis. 

?/' .. /? ' ) 
··1~/f.' cRfi~·"~/ 

00, tiC" Co, 1st R.eoon Bn 

3 
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071730H - 3rd Platoon retracted by helo vic coord (BS 491931) and returned

to Company CP.

8. Commander's Analysis

a. During this mission, the exploitation element was committed on

request of the 7th Marine Regimental S-3,

b. The exploiting element landed in selected zones contrary to those

recommended by the reconniissance unit already operating in the objective

area.

C. The large amount of sightings indicated potential success in des-

troying the Viet Cong.

d. The infantry units employed met little resistance other than booby

traps and mines.

e. Communication between the recon platoon and the infantry units

was not immediately established contrary to the exploiting Battalion

Commander's desire. When these infantry units did come up on FM, they re-

quested our 3rd Platoon (who was also advised to come up on their
after
frequency)

to stay off the net. This situation was later remedied, but not

valuable time was lost.

f. This lack of communications negated timely sightings and more

importantly, the fixes, made by the reconnaissance platoon.

9. Recommendations:

That the deploying infantry units place qreater emphasis on

recommended
a.

landing zones from the reconnaissance units already employed

in the objective area.

That communication between the infantry platoons and the reconnais-

sance
its

element be immediately established to properly fix the Viet Cong

on an as-observed basis.

R.M.Crain
R. W. CRAIN

co, "C" Co, 1st Recon Bn

3
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• • "cndOM?ANY 
:' :j~; .:;~!conna1ssa.noe Battalion, ' " ' 

3rd ~:t.'':~;)~; 11ivision(Rein)FMF (FOI'~d) '. 
FtC i-;s.n f::-anoisoo, 'Oalifornia, 96601 , 

, . 10 <Ootober 1965 

Frome Oommanding Officer 
To. Oommanding Officer, ;rd Reoonnaissance Battalion 

Vial Reoon Group Alpha COmma.i'lder " 

Subj I After Aotion Report 12-65 

Ref. 
, ~~~ DivO ;480.1 

~ ~atro1 Order 12-65 

1. Unit. 3rd Platoon, "C" Co (Rein)( ... ), '1st Reoon Btl. 

2. Sizes One Offioer, l~ enlisted. V$}Dand one enl1eted USN 
, 

3. ' Time. 0506~H to 011 nOH Ootober 1965 
-.... . \' 

4. P1aoe' Hill 109 (BS 496927) and. 'grid aqua.resBS4892 and BS 5092 

5. Nature of ~otibt).1 , J.:rea ReooMe.issanoe 
", :"' 

6. Casualties. 'Friendly. None 
,EnelI\Yt None 

." , 

7. Exeoution. The 3rd Platoon was inserted by helo vip ooprd (B9492932). 
At 0506;oH, the 'rd. Platoon established three statio OP's (BS 501929, 

BS 496928, and BS 465921). Ten SigHtS-ngs'were nnde totaling 59 VC and 

one Negro, almost all wearingblaok"Ca. armed. ·Ope;e.ting :Qeriod was 

approximately 59 hours. The follOwing is a ohronolOgioal listing of what 

transpired on this operation. '. , 

0506}OH - ~rd Platoon (Delioatessen) departed vio ooord (BT 560049) by 

he10 to vio Q()o~9-(BS 4929;2)," ':;,:>' :: c 

050800H - Team #l sent to BS 485927 to esta.blish anOP. Team #Q. was sent 

to BB 501929_ Platoon CP loo9.ted.,'a:t BS 496928., ~:~ 

051245H ... Delioatessen observed,t~ok srooke vic ooord (BS 479929). 
, I' 

0513QOB - Delioateseen heard smU a.rms fire at,BB 490922, 

05l;10H ... Team #2 oQserved fourVO liDbvingea'St :vio ~oo~d (.BS50292~), al1 

had smll arms, all wearing blaok ''Pajamas and one, w~ring,~ blue shirts 

They dropped their wea.pons at BS 5OJ9'2·and ,.began to aot, J.tke fa.rmers 

working in the fields. ' 
'" ", .. 

051~59H - Delioatessen observed 10 'VQ n»vine;northt wio 9(:).o~ (BS 50392?:;:; 

brown uniforms with bushes, all bad weapons, 
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"C" COMPANY
Reconnaissance Battalion

3rd Name Division (Rein) FMF (Forward)
FFC San Francisco, California, 96601

10 October 1965

From: Commanding Officer

To: Commanding Officer, 3rd Reconnaissence Battalion

Viat Recon Group Alpha Commander

Subj: After Action Report 12-65

(a) DivO 3480.1Ref:

(b) My Patrol Order 12-65

1. Unit: 3rd Platoon, "0" Co (Rein)(-), 1st Recon Bn

2. Size: One Officer, 16 enlisted USMC and one enlisted USN

3. Time: 050630H to 071730H October 1965

4. Place: Hill 109 (BS 496927) and grid squares BS 4892 and BS 5092

5. Nature of Action: Area Reconnaissance

6. Casualties: Friendly! None
NoneEnemy:

7. Execution: The 3rd Platoon was inserted by helo vio coord (BS 492932).

At 050630H, the 3rd Platoon established three statio OP's (BS 501929,

BS 496928, and BS 485927). Ten sightings were made totaling 59 VC and

one Negro, almost all wearing black and armed. Operating period was

approximately 59 hours. The following is a chronological listing of what

transpired on this operation:

050630H - 3rd Platoon (Delioatessen) departed vic ooord (BT 560049) by

helo to vic ooord (BS 492932).

050800H - Team #1 sent to BS 485927 to establish an OP. Team #2 was sent

to BS 501929. Platoon CP located at BS 496928.

051245H - Delioatessen observed thick smoke vio coord (BS 479929).

051300H - Delicatessen heard small arms fire at B8 490922.

051310H - Team #2 observed four VO moving east vio (ooord (BS 502923), all

had small arms, all wearing black pajamas and one wearing a blue shirts

They dropped their weapons at BS 503932 and began to act like farmers

working in the fields.

051359H - Delicatessen observed 10 VC moving north, vio coord (BS 503922)

brown uniforms with bushes, all had weapons.
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• • 051415H - Team #1 reported '13 VO ta1king in a group at vic ooord (BS 

47;920), wearing blM::;' l' ';,.' ';, ',~;.'; straw he. ts, all are armed. 

051420H ~ Delioatesse.·. ('()sexv)d sixV:O running from vio ooord (BS 498931) 

to (BS 502931) across rioe pa"ldies, all but one VO were wearing blaok 

pajamas, he was wearing a' gray shirt and blue trousers and appears to be 

Negro; all but the Negro were' armed. 

05l650H -' Delioatessen now repprts 15, VO m;)ving north atvio ooord (BS 

498929), wearing blaok pajamas, all were ari!le"-..·' . .... 
. ", .' 

051659H - 3/1 given OPOON of ;rd Platoon. 
.' '.' 

05l7~H w 'rd Platoon, from "KIt 00 oommenoe bei~ ~s,~~,d aft BS 418921. 
••• • ". \o" ... ~. '\ ' , 

051900H .. One Platoon from ,11K" Oo~ 'reoeivea;tir6~frotn ,Jille.ge at (BS 

502922). Platoon assault.ed',e:r.,[ ;~~ed,~s :l,f. ,~,~~~e1; s~de took oas-

ual ties, No further inoidents ooourted. that night," . ' '. , 

0611~H - OPCON of 3rd Pl8,t~on~everts 'to "011 'Co~ l~V Reoon ::Bn. 

061~B .. Teams #11 and #'2" imoount~r~ci'd1rHo~ltYw1~h' the1r:AN/PRC,10's 

. and joined Delioatessen vic ooord.(B~. ~~,6928>"., " " I . ! :,. : 

061410H - Delioatessen heard 6 l~g~h~l,t.Plpsitiot'l;e. ,.! ~~~~ ~etonat1ons at 

06l~20H,. & 1 at 061;50H oocurred vio ooord (!S ;O;92J).'TWO detonations 

(one at 1400 and one at 14~) observ~d,vio:,ooora (.pS ~~59P~) • 
.) '. .~. . ' 

0614,55H .. One yo entering village vio ooord (BS 5(4921) wearing blaok 

wi th weap?na. . 

061720H .. Undetermined· n\Ullber ,of; va 8hootillg '~~' h~ios ,p10ld.ni up troops 

, frolYl 3/7 • Autonatio wee-ponaMd tjl;l&~l .al.'nis 'hea.r~~ ':. ' " {"., , 
. '. ',",.' . , '.. i:, ~ 

070900H .. Three ves, appear·'to ~e'plan~i~ ponj1stt&esat :ss 495920, 

wearing blaok pajamas and havi~ no weapons,' ,,< , ' 

0109'~5H .. ~e11o~te8aen spotted 1 VO'm)ri~j~6r\~~' otl,,~J~~l~;~t BS 494920, 

wearing blaok pajama.s with bush oalOO.da.uge· 8hd sma.l1'~~' 

01l040H - One 'va loo~ing ea.'st,.vi~',ob.~~9. b~s 4999~~) -{~~neroa.moflauge, 
wi th paok and weapon. ' , "' • 

071050H .;,,' T~ veS~tarting si.grui{t1re, vio ooofd (BS 499911), black 

paja.rna.a, no weapons. '. ", 
Rei 

07l100H w' ~ 01091.5H of four movinB .'sQu.th,.twom:>vtng north, The fOUl' 

VO l'OOving south appears to.'b.eoarmM'orie 'wQ~deci :'wm:;po.s~1b1y frum ';.:.' 

fire fight thepreoeoding day.. . . ~. 

0714~H w Two VO l'OOving north, Vio ooord (llS '4999i7), bladk pajamas ",";.t~ 
bush C'8,m:>i'le.uge, one has a. wel!opo~ f, ',-

2 
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051415H - Team #1 reported 13 VC talking in a group at vic ooord (BS

473920), wearing black straw hats, all are armed.

051420H - Delicatesse. observed six VC running from vic coord (BS 498931)

to (BS 502931) across rice paddies, all but one VC were wearing black

pajamas, he was wearing a gray shirt and blue trousers and appears to be

Negro; all but the Negro were armed.

051650H - Delicatessen now reports 15 VC moving north at vio coord (BS

498929), wearing black pajamas, all were armed.

051659H - 3/7 given OPCON of 3rd Platoon.

051730H - 3rd Platoon from "K" Co commence being inserted at BS 478927.

051900H - One Platoon from "K" Company received fire from village at (BS

502922). Platoon assaulted-area. Appeared as if neither side took cas-

valties. No further incidents occurred that night.

061130H - OPCON of 3rd Platoon reverts to 11" 'Co, 1st Recon Bn.

061300H - Teams #1 and #2 encountered difficulty with their AN/PRC 10's

and joined Delicatessen vic ooord (BS 496928).

061410H - Delicatessen heard 6 large explositions. Three detonations at

061320H, & 1 at 061350H occurred vio coord (BS 503923). Two detonations

(one at 1400 and one at 1430) observed vio coord (BS 495903).

061455H - One VO entering village vio ooord (BS 504921) wearing black

with weapons,

061720H - Undetermined number of VC shooting at helos picking up troops

from 3/7. Automatic weapons and small arms heard.

070900H set Three VCS, appear to be planting ponji stakes at BS 495920,

wearing black pajamas and having no weapons.

070915H - Delioatessen spotted 7 VC moving north on trail at BS 494920,

wearing black pajamas with bush oamoflauge and small arms.

07104OH - One VC moving east vic coord (BS 499918) wearing oamoflauge,

with pack and weapon.

071050H - Two VCS starting signal fire, vio coord (BS 499911), black

pajamas, no weapons.
Re:

071100H - My 070915H of four moving south, two moving north. The four

VC moving south appears to be carrying one wounded man, possibly from

fire fight the preceeding day.

071430H - Two VC moving north, vic ooord (BS 499917), black pajamas witi

bush camoflauge, one has a weapon.

2
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071730H ... 3rd Platoon :rl'trE'c.cted by helo vic coord (BS 491931) and returned 

to C::)]llpany CPo 

8. Corrnnander's Jl.nal;y;.;:i.;; , 

a. During this mission, the explOi ta.tion element was oornmi tted on 

request of the 7th Marine Retlmental 8-3. 

b. The exploiting elemen.t landed in seleoted zones oontrary to those 

reoonunended by the reC(;;\:l"t.isS'1noe unl t already. operating in the objeotive 

area. 

o. The large amo~~t of sightlngs indioa.ted potential suooess in des­

troying the Viet Congo 

d. The infantry units employed met little resistance other than boob:; 

traps and mines. 

e. Oommunioation between the reoon platoon and the infantry units 

was not immedia.tely established oontrary to the exploiting Battalion 

Commander's desire. When these infantry units did oome up on FM, they re­

quested our ;rd Platoon (who was a.lso advised to oome up on their frequenoy) 

to stay off the net. This situation was later remedied, but not after 

valuable time was lost. 

f. This laok of communioations nega.ted timely sightings and more 

importantly, the fixes, made by the reoonnaissanoe platoon. 

9. Reoommendations I 

13.. That the doploying infantry units plaoe qroater eq>hasis on 

recorrnended landing zones from the reconnaissance unHs already employed 

in -;;:,3 objective area& 

'). TbP.t oommunioation between the infantry platoons and the reoonnais­

sanc::; element be immediately established to properly fix the Viet Cong 

on an as-observed basis. 

~. -"1 , 
..... '/ i 

I . Il), (",,·4.1. r]" .J 
R. W. CRAIN . 

. CO, "C" Co, 1st Reoon En 
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071730H - 3rd Platoon retracted by helo vic coord (BS 491931) and returned

to Company CP.

8. Commander's Analysis

a. During this mission, the exploitation element was committed on

request of the 7th Marine Regimental S-3.

b. The exploiting element landed in selected zones contrary to those

recommended by the reconnaissance unit already operating in the objective

area.

C. The large amount of sightings indicated potential success in des-

troying the Viet Cong.

d. The infantry units employed met little resistance other than booby

traps and mines.

Communication between the recon platoon and the infantry units
e.

was not immediately established contrary to the exploiting Battalion

Commander's desire. When these infantry units did come up on FM, they re-

quested our 3rd Platoon (who was also advised to come up on their frequency)

to stay off the net. This situation was later remedied, but not after

valuable time was lost.

f. This lack of communications negated timely sightings and more

importantly, the fixes, made by the reconnaissance platoon.

9. Recommendations

a. That the deploying infantry units place qreater emphasis on

recommended landing zones from the reconnaissence units already employed

in the objective area.

That communication between the infantry platoons and the reconnais-

sance element be immediately established to properly fix the Viet Cong

on an as-observed basis.

R. W. CRAIN

CO, "C" Co, 1st Recon Bn
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-./i ... d~EC-Cop)': " "1Aopies 
3dR$oo ,~ 
DA NANG,!flVN 
2612008ep 19S5 

C ~q;.TION ORDm 3.38-6~ 

FeZ: (a) BnOpO .336..6S 
(~) lhpsl 1:50,000 Series L701, Sheet H.unbers 6,S9 I, lIS 

6ci59 .I,Ill, IV; 6$$8 I, IV, 66$8 IJ 6657 I, II, 67$7 
II, III, IV; 66,6 I; 6756 I, IV 

~.t;,;f) Zone: H 

~'-~c~'!:.: Organization: Reference (a). 

::'r. .~I TUA TION. 

a. Enemy Foroe~. Current INTSUMI s. Annex A (In~lll.lenoe). 

b. Frienq;r ~oroes. Current OPSUM's. 

o. Attaohments and detaohments. Reference (a). 

2. MISSION. 3d ReoonBn (-)(Rein) establtshes a reconnaissance net in 
'the :rnr NANG and ORO LAI enclaves. . 

3. EXECUTION., 

a. conce;i of oE!Eat1on. 3d ReconBn (.){Rein) aocomplishes its 

assigned -aSion t;y maintaining area E,turveillance and reconnais­
sance with five reconnaissance oo~8n1es (-, cond~cttngaggres­
siva patrolling Within MOR's. Fire suPport and lntal\try rein­

forcement requirements will be effected by direct liaison with 
cogn1za~t Regimental Commanders. 

b. CoAl DA NANG 

(l) '.r.<!l. Oct: conduotreconnaissanoe operations in ~ of a 
Z/:;:, operation. 

(2) *~:r Oct:· conduot reconnaissance operations .~ MOlt ,. . . 
• 

(3) 1--3 Oots oonduct reoonnaissanoe operations -do, d1ridJ,ng 

lJne, BlORt, 4 and S. ' 
(4) '7"'~ Ootl oonduot reconnaissance operations 1n SOUIJHE1lN 

RAOR )., 

o. Recon E.t<;,up Alpha: CHU LAX 

(1) Operations will be oonfined to an area NORTH of grid line 
92 and WEST of grid J. ina 5& 

(2) Maintain at least ~platoo~tn RAOR'a 1 a~or 2 at all 
times from 3-10 October 1965. 

~l... C ON i;.i R·S-U t :J:~, L 

~l&:pq~OSURE ( J"') 

DECLASSIFIED 
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3d REC BN

CopyMos20copies
INFIDENTI

dReconBn
DA NANG, RVN
281200 Sep 1955

OPERATION ORDER 338-65

(a) BnOpO 336-65Fef:
(b) Maps: 1:50,000 Series L701, Sheet Numbers 6559 I, II;

6659 I, III, IV; 6558 I, IV; 6658 I; 6657 I, II; 6757

II, III, IV; 6656 I; 6756 I, IV

Hine Zone: H

Taste Organization: Reference (a).

1, SITUATION.

a. Enemy Forces. Current INTSUM'S. Annex A (Intelligence).

b. Friendly Forces. Current OPSUM's.

Attachments and detachments. Reference (a).C.

2. MISSION 3d ReconBn (-) (Rein) establishes a reconnaissance net in

the DA NANG and CHU LAI enclaves.

3. EXECUTION.

a. Concept of operation. 3d ReconBn (-) (Rein) accomplishes its

assigned mission by maintaining area surveillance and reconnais-

sance with five reconnaissance companies (-) conducting aggres-

sive patrolling within RAOR'S. Fire support and infantry rein-

forcement requirements will be effected by direct liaison with

cognizant Regimental Commanders.

b. CoA: DA NANG

In Oct: conduct reconnaissance operations in support of a
(1)

2/3 operation.
Oct: conduct reconnaissance operations in RAOR 3.

(2)

(3) 58 Octs conduct reconnaissance operations WAO dividing

Line, RAOR's 4 and 5.

9-13 (4) 7-10 Oct: conduct reconnaissance operations in SOUTHERN

RAOR In

C. Recon Group Alpha: CHU LAI

(1) Operations will be confined to an area NORTH of grid line

92 and WEST of grid line 520

(2) Maintain at least R platoons in RAOR's 1 and/or 2 at all

times from 3-10 October 1965.

CONFIDENTIAI==1--

ENCLOSURE ( 1 )
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ee _, 
d. QpO i:-l: DA NANG 'I 

(1) & .. 7 Oots oonduct reconnaissanoe operations in the area 

v':.c 'I;~e dividing line between RAOR's 5 am 6. 

'7··10 Oc·~~ oondt".ot reoonne.:tssanoe operations in NORTffioo 

W:(::S'l'1:HN po:;:"l;..1.on of RAoa 6 .. 

e, QplJ..." DA NANG 

(1) 30 Sop<~4 Octs conduct river search of SONG YF.N iro~ 
vic (Ar 95~,653) NORTH to vic (AT 969ff)8) in ooordinat­

ion ,·rith Nin'(,h Marines opera't.1.nn. 

( " ' .l_) 

3-6 Oc~, conduot reoonnaissance ope~tions EAST of the 

area bounded by the grid linea 87 on the SuUTH and 87 

on the WEST. 
1°"'31> 
~7 Octs oonduct reoonnaissance operations WEST of the 
'area bounded by the grid lir.es 87 on the SOUTH and 87 
on the FAST. 
~o . 

7-10 Oots conduct reoonnaissance operations EAST of the 

area bounded by the grid lines S7 on the SOUTH and 87 

on the WEST. 

1° 
9-12 Oot: conduot reoonnaissance operations in SOUTH .. 

~,}~S'I'EltI.'i MOR 2. 

P'(H)onnaissanoe opera tiona will be oonducted a, set forth 

in paragraph 3a of reference (a). 

(2) C'oordinate all missions with oognizant Regimental Co!llIl'!l.l'ld .. 

e:u. 

(J) EElls. Annex A to referenoe(a). 

(4) Su.bmit helicopter requirel1wnts to this HeadqUArters (Attn. 
S,·3) f!ot la. tar than IJ3 hours prior to oommenGement of 
m:i.ssion • 

. (5) Use varying means and times of entry and, exit, halo' ·U's. 
will be no closer than ;3000 meters b:l objeotive area. 

(6) Subm.H I1pera tinn ordars not later than 24 bourf,t prior to 

e;:('cn't.1.on of uSfJi~ned missions to this Headqus.rters (A tt 

S<;;) fo~ reproduotion and distribution. DA NANG only, 

(7) Submit patrol ros'liers to this Headquarters (Attnl 8-.3) 
pl;1or to execuM.on of assigned missions,' M NANG on.ly~ 

(8) Patrol Leaders repnrt to the Battal1pn 6+2 immediately on 

retul"~:l to the Batwl:1on area tor debrief'ins. M NANG only_ 

ENCLOSURE (, ') 
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d. coc(-): DA NANG

(3) 3-7 Oct: conduct reconnaissance operations in the area

vic the dividing line between RAOR's 5 and 6.

8-13
(2) 7-10 Octs conduct reconnaissance operations in NORTH

WESTERN portion of RAOR 6.

CoD: DA NANGe,

(1) 30 Sop-4 Oct: conduct river search of SONG YFN from

vic (AT 959658) NORTH to vic (AT 969698) in coordinat-

ion with Ninth Marines operation.

(2) 3-6 Oct: conduct reconnaissance operations EAST of the

area bounded by the grid lines 87 on the SOUTH and 87

on the WEST.

1430

(3) 4-7 Oct: conduct reconnaissance operations WEST of the

area bounded by the grid lines 87 on the SOUTH and 87

on the EAST.

20
(4) 7-10 Oct: conduct reconnaissance operations EAST of the

area bounded by the grid lines 87 on the SOUTH and 87

on the WEST.

ID

(5) 9-12 Oct: conduct reconnaissance operations in SOUTH-

WESTERN RAOR 2.

f. Coordinating instructions:

(1) Perconnaissance operations will be conducted as set forth

in paragraph 30. of reference (a).

(2) Coordinate all missions with cognizant Regimental Command

ers.

(3) EEI's. Annex A to reference (a).

(4) Submit helicopter requirements to this Headquarters (Attn:

S.-3) not later than 48 hours prior to commencement of

mission.

(5) Use varying means and times of entry and exit; helo LB2a.

will be no closer than 3000 meters to objective area.

(6) Submit operation orders not later than 24 hours prior to

execution of assigned missions to this Headquarters (Att

S-3) for reproduction and distribution. DA NANG only.

(7) Submit patrol rosters to this Headquarters (Attn: S-3)

prior to execution of assigned missions. DA NANG only.

(8) Patrol Leaders report to the Battalion 8+2 immediately on

return to the Battalion area for debriefing. DA NANG only.

ENCLOSURE (1)

CONFIDENTIAL
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(9), Prepare alternate plans for entry to 4-00 _t ~ BAPR's. 

(10) Be prepared to call and adjust artillery fire. 

(11) If an airs trike is requested and approved,display a single 

rod panel at position when aircraft are on station, 

(12) Be prepared to recommend infantry reinforcement and suit­

eble primar,y and alternate LZ's for its entry. 

(13) For DA NANG RAORls see Annex B to reference (a); CHU LA! 

RAOR's see Annex C, reference (a). 

4. AD!lINISTflATION AND LOGISTICS. Reference (a), 
I ...... 

~. COMMAND AND COMMU~~CATIONS-ELECTRONICS. 
/ 

... 
a. Refe~ence (a). 

b. Batt.,.ion command post remains the same. 

A.Intelligence 

DISTRIWTION 
b 4". 

g:~ ~~~ 
3dMar ~l) 
G:~~ ~il~ 
7thMar ( ) 
3dReconBn (9) 

CI!fL ~rz­
~.R. VAr~ 

Lieu tenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Oorps 
Commanding 

DECLASSIFIED 
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(9) Prepare alternate plans for entry to and exit from RAPR's.

(10) Be prepared to call and adjust artillery fire.

(11) If an airstrike is requested and approved, display a single

red panel at position when aircraft are on station.

(12) Be prepared to recommend infantry reinforcement and suit-

able primary and alternate LZ's for its entry.

(13) For DA NANG RAOR's see Annex B to reference (a); CHU LAI

RAOR's see Annex C, reference (a).

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS. Reference (a).

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS-ELECTRONICS

a. Reference (a).

b. Battalion command post remains the same.

RRV Cluz
R. R R. VAN CLEVE

Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
Commanding

ANNEXES:

A-Intelligence

DISTRIBUTION

(5)G-3
(2)G-2
(1)3dMar
(1)9thMar
(1)4thMar
(1)7thMar
(9)3dReconBn

ENCLOSURE (1)
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Copy It of 2Q.oop1es 
3d R~nnaissanoe Battalion 
DANANG, RVN 
26l200H Sep ~96;, 

Annex A (Intelligenoe) to Operation Order 338.65 

Ref: (a) 
( b) 

3d BeconBn OpOrd 336-65 

(0) 

Maps: ANS; Series 1701, 1:50,000, Sheets 6559 I, 

II; 6659 I, III ~ IV; 6558 l~ IV: 6658 I; 66.57 I; 

11;,6757 11, IIJ.~ IV; 6656 I; 6756 I, I\T. 
3d l~la:c:U::'vOrd :;S80o o l.E 

Time Zone: H 

1 • .eUNHAR+ OF -,:i~'1EMY Sl~Y./ITION: See ourrent INTSUMS, PIR's 

anCi Appendix 1 (Enemy Situation). 

2. ESSENTIAL ELEHENTS OF INFORMATION: See Annex A (Intell1genoe) 

to referenoe {a~. . 
3. RECONNAISSANCE AND OBSERVATION MISSIQNS: See Annex A 

TInte111genoe) to referenoe (a). 

4. ~t§ASU~S FOR NDLING PRISONERS CAPTU D D 

QAPT~RED M4TEBlAL: See Seotions 

5. NAPS AND PHOTOGRAPHS: See Annex A (Intelligenoe) to 

reference (a). 

6. COUNTERI~TELLlGENCE: 

a. See Paragraph 804, Section 8 of referenoe (0). 

b. Countersigns: See Section 8 of reference (0). 

7. REPORTS AND DISTRIBUTION: See Annex A (Intelligenoe) to 

reference (a) • 

APPENDIXES: 

1. Enemy Situation 

2. Astronomical Data 

KP.c.L.~ 
R. R. VAN CLEVE 

Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Narlne Corps 
Commanding 
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Copy 19 of 20 copiesGONFIDENTIAL
3d Reconnaissanoe Battalion
DANANG, RVN
281200H Sep 1965

Annex A (Intelligence) to Operation Order 338-65

Ref: (a) 3a ReconBn OpOrd 336-65
(b) Maps: AMS; Series L701, 1:50,000, Sheets 6559 I,

II; 6659 I, III, IV; 6558 I, IV; 6658 I; 6657 I;

11; 6757 II, III, IV; 6656 I; 6756 I, IV.

(c) 3d marDivOrd 3800.1E

Time Zone: H

1. SUMMARY OF ENEMY SITUATION: See current INTSUMS, PIR's

and Appendix 1 (Enemy Situation).

2. ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF INFORMATION: See Annex A (Intelligence)
to reference (a).

3. RECONNAISSANCE AND OBSERVATION MISSIONS: See Annex A

(Intelligence) to reference (a).

4. MEASURES FOR HANDLING PRISONERS, CAPTURED DOCUMENTS AND

CAPTURED MATERIAL: See Sections 6 and 7 of reference (c).

5. MAPS AND PHOTOGRAPHS: See Annex A (Intelligence) to

reference (a).

6. COUNTERINTELLIGENCE:

a. See Paragraph 804, Section 8 of reference (c).

b. Countersigns: See Section 8 of reference (c).

7. REPORTS AND DISTRIBUTION: See Annex A (Intelligence) to

reference (a)

RRUan Clur
R. R. VAN CLEVE

Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
Commanding

APPENDIXES:

1. Enemy Situation

2. Astronomical Data
CONFIDENTIAL
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3d RaoonnaiBsanoe Battalion 
mNANG, RVN 
281200H Sap 1965 

AppencUx 1 (EneD\Y S1twlt1on) to Annex A (Intelllgence) U> Operation 
ure.er 338-65 

T:till£i 7.onea H 

MUG 

~J..llQli$ S'l'RliG'llh l0J!~1 

PORSIBLEjL1.Il!i& None Reported 

~ID:~ U!iIT~1 

U/l Co AT8788 90 { 1:) 60 mortar Unk Rpt 14Sep6S 

U/! Bn AT8885 Unk (1}81 mortar 
() 60 zoortar 

Unk Rpt 3Sep65 

U/l Dn AT8988 Unk Unk lfnk Rpt lOSep65 
poss 293 Bn 

\!92SIBLE UNJ.m, 

U/l Bn AT8789 Unk Unk Unk Rpt 23Sep65 

U/I Co AT8587 Unk < 1) 60 mortar Unk Rpt 13Sep6S 

U/l Co AT9084 Unk Unk Unk Rpt 22Sep65 

JW)R ; 

CONfIRMED UNl,!,S I None 

PROBABLE WITS: 

Z'/5th Co AT82S) Unk Unk UDk Rpt )lAug65 

A-l-l g 2 11 E 1.J)..1 U ~ 1 A " 

5 ENCLOSURE ( , ) 
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.. 

DECLASSIFIED

3d Reconnaissance BattalionCONFIDENTIAL
DANANG, RVN
281200H Sep 1965

Appendix 1 (Enemy Situation) to Annex A (Intelligence) to Operation

Order 338-65

Reft None

Time Zone: H

DANANG

REMARKS:CMDR:EQUIPMENT:LOCATION: STRENGTH:UNIT

RAOR 1CONFIRMED UNITS. Mone

PROBABLE UNITS: Nono Reported

POSSIBLE UNITS: None Reported

RAOR 2

CONFIRMED UNITS: None

PROBABLE UNITS:

Rpt 14Sep65Unk(2:60 mortar90AT8788U/I Co

Rpt 3Sep65(1)81 mortar UnkUnkAT8885U/I Bn
(3)60 mortar

Rpt 10Sep65UnkUnkUnkAT8988U/I Bn Poss 293 Bn

POSSIBLE UNITS:

Rpt 23Sep65UnkUnkUnkAT8789U/I Bn

Rpt 13Sep65(1)60 mortar UnkUnkAT8587U/I Co

Rpt 22Sep65UnkUnkUnkAT9084U/I Co

RAOR 3

CONFIRMED UNITS: None

PROBABLE UNITS:

Rpt 31Aug65UnkUnkUnkAT8283275th Co

CONFIDENTIALA-1-1
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DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

-- ee 
:~. (.L'LL I .,!.t r&JLU.1L1t 

l>;,:{;:r~· ~.IIruiz ~'11iJ EQTlIPHEN1: OMQBs M.~s 

RlLQU 
QQNrl'l~ 

l~.~!Pl& m:UT~h 

:T,/1 Co AT8584 Vnk Unk Unk Rpt BSep65 

Bfl,OR 4 

9~:::R!1ED UNIl:~: None 

rjl·~rt~:~ W'JI~il~ 

Qv..';' ~::...n :On A:rC~;7G Ur".k Unk UDk ~t 3lAug6S 

fS'~C""fT 'i' 1i'UT'" v. )':J,i- ', .... 1 .. ( ., J. .~) 0 
_.. '"" .... ,~ .. ,_ •. "' __ ,... JA 

'O/! 00 AT86?5 'Ollk Ullk UDk t\Pt 78&1>65 

~OR 5 

~~W'''p'_.YJ1.U'§.: None 

tB0~B~j£ Ul~'IT~' 

., 
I 

604th Reg A Tfr770 800 (?) lIIC>rta%'s Pham 4 . .Rpt 9Sep65 p)mm DUb poss 60Sth Reg 
1) Ml/AMW Buyell 

U/l Bn AT8472 Unk Unk Unk ~t 9Sep6S 
POSI an 608th 

u/r Bn A'1'9066 Unk Unk Unk Rpt 22/l.ug6S 
Poss Bn. 60Sth 

V15 Co AT8564 UnIt Unk UNe Rpt )lAug65 

Due Lop Co AT8971 Unk Unk Unk Rpt 22A,ug65 

fOSI2IBLiIli UNlm: 

Due Lop Bn AT9468 Unk UAk Unk Rpt ~~ug65 

A-J...2 C Q U l i ~11 N t i A 11 

G. 
ENCLOSURE (" 

. ;~ , ,::;. i.) f, 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

COMIDENTIAL

REMARKS:CMDR:LOCATION: STRENGTH: EQUIPMENT:UNIT

RAOR 3
CONTINUED

POSSIBLE UNITS:

Rpt 8Sep65UnkUnkUnkAT8584J/I Co

RAOR 4

CONFIRMED UNITS: None

PROBABLE UNITS:

Rpt 31Aug65UnkUnkUnkQuy Tin Bn AT8573

POSSIBLE UNITS:

Rpt 7Sep65UnkUnkUnkAT8675U/I Co

RAOR 5

CONFIRMED UNITS: None

PROBABLE UNITS:

.Rpt 9Sep65(?) mortars Pham800604th Reg AT8770
Poss 608th RegDinh(?) 57RR

Buyen(?) MG/AMW

Rpt 9Sep65UnkUnkUnkAT8472U/I Bn Poss Bn 608th

Rpt 22Aug65UnkUnkAT9066 UnkU/I Bn Poss Bn 608th

Rpt 31Aug65UnkUnkUnkAT8564V15 Co

Rpt 22A ug65UnkUnkUnkDuc Lop Co AT8971

POSSIBLE UNITS:

Rpt 15Aug65UnkUnkUnkDuc Lop Bn AT9468

CONFIDENTIALA-1-2
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ee 
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1·, 
, ! 

~ i 

(~ ..• O .... LF . t .,D E N T I A L 

LOCAT!ON: STRENGTHs f.QUIP~1 

BAQR .. ~ 

" 

Gh4 PWlB Bn 1'1'8252 

~i:{ ;~>L~.\.:~ ~:' ~ . 
, 

,." ·t. (~. 
, t1'9562 

.1 

HS4 .Co U' AT8154 

~J~~lr :Drl. "rmo 
4:7.~!h. dn '4~ 

t"..-I- ':0 A~1?2 

V"f / .. Go AT895S 

~~C!,.N.lt r:1"·(:·-" 
4'_~;'-_". ,~~, ;'.;."1: ~,~;<1 

nil Co .\ C",\S63 
~. "' ... " \ 

290 

Unk 

t1ftk 

VIlk 

11$ 

UDk 

Udc 

UDt 

(2)81 JOOrtars 
(4)60 mortars 
(2)57RR 
(6)MJ 

Unk 

Unk 

Nughn IIp; 14Sep()~ 
Ou. 
(AKA) 
lDng 

Unk fPt '.~~ug65 
~.. t, 

I ," 
I • 

Ngyuen~t :i ltSep6S 
Ngoo ':; .... 
Nhi .'; 

Unk )lpi 'JlAug65 
1 '<t 

Nguyen ~t 3lAU86S 
Ben 

Unk 

~f~t,5 . 

::t:: 
~tr6S ·_t 2fSeP65. 

A ... l-; Q Q N f. I l'J N :r I A L 

1 
ENCLOSURE ( f~A) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

CMDR: REMARKS:
LOCATION: STRENGTH: EQUIPMENT:NIT:

RAQR 6

CONFIRMED UNITS:

Rpt 14Sep65Nughn(2)81 mortars290Chu Dung Bn AT8252
Cu.(4)60 mortars

MF
(AKA)(2) 57RR
Long(6)MG

Rpt 23Aug65UnkUnkUnkAT95621st Bn

PROBABLE UNITS

Rpt 4Sep65Ngyuen(2)60 mortars
IF AT8556 99 Ngoo(1)LMG

Nhi

Rpt 31Aug65UnkUnk
D62 Duo Lop AT8960 Unk

Rpt 31Aug65Nguyen(1)81 mortar150Q16 Co LF AT9160
Ben(2)60 mortars

(3)SMG
(1)LMG
(7)AMR

Rpt 31Aug65UnkUnkUnkAT8754H54 Co LF

Rpt 25Sep65UnkUnkUnkAT9070137th dn

Apt 27A4565UnkUnkUnkAT806029th in

Rpt 25Sep65UnkUnkUnkAT9172V/I Co

Bpt 24Sep65UnkUnkUnkAT8955U/I Co

POSSIBLE UNISSA

Rpt 14Sep65UnkUnkUnkA29663U/1 Co

CONFIDENTIALA-1-3
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DECLASSIFIED 

e_ ee, 
~L. f'~ ;Lf~ .. LJ.L~UL.L.LU 

~~1Llj}.1 

·;.r'\~!T: 
.' r ..... • . •• 

t:!9Qf:1!.Qli: 2TEJi1N<iTH: ~~, Q.Wlll mi~~' 

aA(~IL1. 

P.~!!.7.:RMED UNI';'§' None 

f.Jf~~BLE UNl'J£1 

32 Regt BT.3704 Unk Unk Unk Rpt 22Sep65 

26 an BT4204 Uhk Unk Unk Rpt 9Sep65 

131 Bn 13T4201 .300 ~?A.)AR . ,.' Nguyen Rpt 19Aug6~ 
2)81: toortarB Thong 

(2j60 ""rtars 1)otlg 
(1 Cal.30lvD 
(1 Russ M) 

35 Bn/5 BT3S00 Unk Unk Unk Rpt 9Sep65 

lOS Regt/CP BS3999 Unk Unk Unk lq>t 24Aug65 

266/209 Bn BS4898 Unk Unk Unk Rpt SSep65 

36 ArtyRegt BT4104 Unk (2)81 mortars Unk Rpt 7Sep65 
Hvy Ord 

U/I Arty. BS4897 Unk Unk Unk Rpt 27Aug65 

Regt 

Er~$lJ3LE UNITQ' 

ell Co BT42l2 Unk Unk Unk Rpt 17Sep65 

r/'1 Bn BT4012 Unk Unk Unk lq)t llSep65 

"1.'Y 1"> I, .', .• :::t T)T39C17 200 (2)60 JOOrtars Unk JWt 21Sep65 
(1) NO 

W..QU. 

Q.qF.J-;;':l!'-g;!J_l1lil~1 

f1!1~/95 Co BS5292 Unk Unk Unk Rpt lSep65 

).09 Bn as 5692 ,300 (2)60 mortars Bui Rpt l.4Sep65 
(2)Ll1J Ngoc 

, -. 

1>-1-4 Q_P JJ. ... !'J..:lL~ N T I A ~ 

11 

ENCLOSURE ( I' 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

CHU IAI

CMDR: REMARKS:EQUIPMENT:LOCATION: STRENGTH:UNIT:

RAOR 1

CONFIRMED UNITS: None

PRORABLE UNITS:

Rpt 22Sep65UnkUnkUnkBT370432 Regt

Rpt 9Sep65UnkUnkUnkBT420426 Bn

Rpt 19Aug65Nguyen(24)AR300BT4201131 Bn
Thong(2)81: mortars
Dong(2)60 mortars

(1)Cal.30MG
(1)Russ MG

Rpt 9Sep65UnkUnkUnkBT380035 Bn/5

Rpt 24Aug65UnkUnkUnk108 Regt/CP BS3999

Rpt 8Sep65UnkUnkUnk266/209 Bn BS4898

Rpt 7Sep65Unk(2)81 mortarsUnk36 ArtyRegt BT4104
Hvy Ord

Rpt 27Aug65UnkUnkUnkBS4897U/I Arty
Regt

POSSIBLE UNITS:

Rpt 17Sep65UnkUnkUnkBT4212U/I Co

Rpt 11Sep65UnkUnkUnkBT4012U/I Bn

Rpt 21Sep65(2)60 mortars Unk200noten PT3907
(1) MG

RAOR 2

CONFIRMED UNITS:

Rpt 1Sep65UnkUnkUnkBS5292710/95 Co

Rpt 14Sep65Bui(2)60 mortars300BS5692109 Bn
Ngoc(2)LMG

CONFIDENTIALA-1-4
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, ,. 

J 1)5 Bn 

13~ Bn 

2 Regt 

BS4.790 

£S5091 

BS5494 

BS5590 

ee 

Unk 

Unk 

300 

DECLASSIFIED .. 

Unk 

Unk 

(1)8.1 mortar 
(3)60 mortars 
( 7 ) 57 mm. B.R 

sMOte 
Oa.rbines 
Rifles 
Exploaives 
(4)12.00 
(2)20lllll1luns 

Chau 
l~k£1.bui 

Kim 
Bong 
Aka 
(Kieu) 

Unk Rpt llSep65 

Ngwen Rpt 1.3Sep65 
San Poss pa.rt 

1194 Regt. 

lilSUJrGA, Iq:>t lSep65 
Hi AU 140 Bn 
Chaw 

Lt.Col Rpt 2~ug65 
Mao 

k __ k'Jc-~ 
R. R. VAH CLBVl:: 

L1eute~nt Colonel, U.S. Marine Oorps 
Commnnding 

A-1-5 

CJ 
i (" 

.. ····L·~··· .. 

• ' L . .,. It 

~"\ 

~ •• : > - •• ~·ENCi.OSURE ( r) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

ONFIDENT. IAL
REMARKS:CMDR:LOCATION: STRENGTH: EQUIPMENT:

(2) NAR Chau300BS5692300 Bn Akabui
Kim
Bong
Aka
(Kieu)

PROFABLE UNITS:

Rpt 11Sep65UnkUnkUnkBS4.790105 Bn

Rpt 13Sep65NguyenUnkUnkBS5091182 Bn Poss partSan
294 Regt.

Nguyen Rpt 1Sep65(1)81 mortar300BS5494104 Bn AKA 140 BnHi(3)60 mortars
Chaw(7)57 mm RR

Lt.Col Rpt 28Aug65SMG's2,350BS55902 Regt HaoCarbines
Rifles
Explosives
(4))12.7MG
(2)20mmGuns

K.R Van Clur

R. R.VAN CLEVE
Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Marine Corps

Commanding

CONFIDENTIALA-1-5
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;tel Roconnaia~e.nce BaM,alion 
DANANG, RVN 
28J.~00H Sept 1965 

AppencU.x 2 (AetroTlomioal [)ata) to Annex A (Intel11ge!lee) to Operation 

'r:,: 0'el?' 328-65 

>2',' " lJone 

.'1)o'l; 
~O!.~·~i 

50'Y~ 
Wr.t 
~·O')t. 

F."C:)\~ 

9Cot. 
100~t 

BMNT 
r. " •• ..... 

0551 
0551 
0551 
0551 
0552 
0'552 
0552 
0552 

)Oct 0547 
40~"', 05L~7 
~u. ,·t. 0 ~ ".'" 
:J.~,,,,:, C5,;.7 
·/t.1 ,,;j 0:;L:8 
81, h:j (; 5.'~.S 

CF~:"';~ 05.,,-3 
:'.0;:) .,.::; () ;) 4,e 

t~! 

06~.4 
06)4 
06:U> 
06.1.4 
OGL5 
06:1.5 
06:~.5 
0615 

0610 
0610 
01)].0 
0610 
0611 
OGll 
06ll 
0611 

~R.I'§! 

0637 
0637 
0637 
0831 
0638 
0638 
063a 
06;:8 

06)) 
06.'33 
06)3 
083.3 
0634 
0634 
0631 .. 
0634 

~ 

1835 
18.34 
1831 .. 
1833 
18.32 
18.31 
1831 
1830 

1831 
1830 
18.30 
1829 
1.828 
1827 
1827 
1826 

1958 
i9S'l 
1957 
1906 
1905 
1904 
1904 
190,) 

1954 
1953 
1':153 
).902 
1901 
J.900 
1900 
1859 

2021 
2020 
2()20 
1~29 
192.S 
1927 
],927 
1926 

2017 
2016 
2016 
1925 
192/+ 
1923 
192) 
1922 

MB1.a 
1)53 
1440 
1523 
1605 
1624 
1720 
i~55 
1832 

1349 
1436 
1519 
1601 
1620 
1716 
1751 
1828 

OO?O 
OlD. 
0150 
0254 
03~4 
OIi3.4· 
0523 
Oo.ll 

0016 
0107 
01l~6 
0250 
0340 
04.30 
0519 
06C11 

~~ 

1/2 
1/2 
3/4 
3/4 
.'3/4 
j/4 
New 
New 

1/2 
1/2 
3/4 
3/4 
3/4 
3/4 
New 
New 

erG :"\'i:"'-"J:.<J.Ge 1·,e~,!;,.erature during Oetob~ 78 degrees. 

I . , 

f\.· 'l(/Uc~ ~J~ 
I [:0 R. W.N c~rs 

]...tEl~lt/;)n'lZl+r Colen,o)', U" s. ~~1"~.OO 00::'-'98 
r)~O!)r;;lr:.~.J.c'J':'1g 

ENCLOSURE ( , ') 
j\,··2-·,J ~Q lLLLP..l..lL'U...A.1 

/0 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

3d Reconnaissance Battalion

DANANG, RVN
280,800H Sept 1965

Appendix 2 (Astronomical Data) to Annex A (Intelligence) to Operation

under 328-65

Ret None

time Zone: H

DANANG

DATE BMNT EMNT SRISE SSET BENT EENT MRISE MSFT MPHASE

1/20020135320211958183506370614055130st
1/201111440202019571834063706140551400$
3/401502020 15231957183406370614055150st
3/4025416051906 1929183308310614055160ct
3/403441624192829051832063806150552TOst
3/4043417201927190418310638061.505528034
New052317551927190418310638062.5055290st New0611183219261903183006380615100ct 0552

CHU IAI

1/20016134920171954183106330610054730ct
1/20107143620261953183006330610054740ct;
3/4014615192016195318300633061.00547500%
3/402501601192519021829083306200547
3/403401620192419011828063406110548
3/40430171619231900182706340611054880as

0519 New17511923190018270634061105439064
0607 New1828192218591826063406110348200ml

TESTERATURES:

DANANG avorage temperature during October 77 degrees.

CHU LAT average during October 78 degrees.

R.R Van
E. R. VAN CLEVE

Lieutenant, Colonal, U. S. Marine Goros
Demending

ENCLOSURE (1)
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ee ee 
Copy 2J!.o,f. ~~DP:l.~l; 
3cJ.RecollBn 
DA NANG,RVN 
071200 Oct. J.965 

OPERATION OR~ER 339-65 

Ref I (a) BnOpO 336-65 
(b) l-tlps: 1.150,000 Series L701, Sheet N'llllbors 6559 I, II; 

6659 I, III, IV; 6558 I, 1'1; 6658 Ii 665'" l.~ 1J.j 6757 
II, lIIp IV; 6656 I; 6756 I, IV 

T1me Znnel H 

Task Organization. Reference (n)8 

o. AUe21U!!Emts and det~..£bJn.e~~ ~bf0.·C'n~n CD)., 

2. ~ION. 3d ReconBn (-)(Rein) establisheR a reconnaissanoe nat in 
the tlA NANG and eMU lAI enclaves. 

3. EXIipU·UQN. 

a. QClAPe:i nf opea'UClp.. 3d Reconj3n (-HRein) aoconp1ishes its 
assigned Bsinn by maintaining area survoillance and reoonnais­
sance with five reconnaissance oompan1~s to-) oonducting aggre~ 
siva patrnlling within DAOH'so Firo S"'f's:l0! t. e.nd infantry re!,n-. 
fnroement requirem.en·;;s 1;;lU bs effected u.l- direot liaison with 
()(\gnizant RegimBntEl1 Comll1'tnder~" 

b. ~I DA NANG 

iA (1) lJ....14 Oct: conduce. roc.onn::l.iesaJ:ce npol'ations 1n RAOR 4. 

~ (2) Jl-JI Oot. conduct reconnaissanoe operatinns vic RAOR 3. 

(3) l6w19 Octs conduct reconnaiS$El.nce npernt1nos in RAOR 4-

o. Becon Group AJ..p~1 OHU lAI 

(1) Operotions win b') confined to an area NORTH of grid line 
92 and WEST nf grid line 54. 

(2) ~inta.in at lev.at 2 pla 'I:.rln:.lr. :tn RAGR' s 1 and/or 2 at all 
t1mea from 10...).7 Oct 1965. 

-,·1· .. , 

C9NFIDENT~£L 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

3d REC BN

CONFIDENTIAL
Copy20 of 20copies
3dReconBn
DA NANG ,RVN
071200 Oct 1965

OPERATION ORDER 339-65

Ref: (a) BnOpO 336-65
(b) Maps: 1:50,000 Series L701, Sheet Numbers 6559 I, II;

6659 I, III, IV; 6558 I, IV; 6658 I; 6657 I, II; 6757
II, III, TV; 6656 I; 6756 I, IV

Time Zone: H

Task Organization Reference (a).

1. SITUATION.

a. Enemy Forces. Current INTSUM's Annex A (Intelligence).

b. Friendly Forces. Current CPRUM1.00

c. Attachments and detachments, Profesence (o).

2. MISSION. 3d ReconBn (-) (Rein) establishes a reconnaissance net in
the DA NANG and CHU LAI enclaves,

3. EXECUTION.

a. Concept of operation. 3d ReconBn (-) (Rein) accomplishes its
assigned mission by maintaining area survoillance and reconnais-
sance with five reconnaissance companies (..) conducting aggres-
sive patrolling within PAOR's Firo support and infantry rein-
forcement requirements will be effected by direct liaison with
cognizant Regimental Commanders,

b. CoA: DA NANG

in (1) 11-14 Oct: conduct reconmissance oporations in RAOR 40

3A (2) 18-16 Oct: conduct reconnaismance operations vic RAOR 3.

(3) 16~19 Uct: conduct reconnaissance operations in RAOR 4.

c. Recon Group Alpha: CHU LAI

(1) Operations will be confined tn an area NORTH of grid line
92 and WEST of grid lino 54.

(2) Maintain at least 2 plateous in RAOR's 1 and/or 2 at all
times from 10-17 Oct 1965.

-1-

CONFIDENTIAL
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ee tte 

d. Q.Q.QJ.:'.:1 DA NANG 

(1) 13,,,16 Oots cnnduct reconnaissance operations in the NORTH .. 
WE~t'l'll.LY portinn of MOR 6. 

-
(2) 16-19 oot: conduct recnnna1ssance operations in area vic 

dividing line between SAOR1s 5 and 6. 

e. Cop, DA NANG 

(D (1) 10...13 Octs conduct reonn.naissance operations El\.ST of the 
area bnunded by grid lines 8? on tho SUUTH and 87 on the 
WEST. 

7.(7 (2) IJ-d Oots conduot rec"nna,lssance operatinns EAST nf too 
area bounded by grid lines 8? on the SOUTH and 87 on the 
WEST. 

(3) 15-18 oots oonduot recnnwissance operations WEST of the 
area bounded by grid lineB 87 on the SOUTH and 87 on the 
FAST. 

(4) 16-19 Dots conduct reconnaissance operations EAST of the 
n~ bounded by grid lines 87 nn the SOUTH and 87 on the 
WEST. 
Ix-~ 

(5) ~ Oots conduct reoon.naissan~e nperatinns WEST Df area 
bnunded by grid iines 84 on the EAP,T and 87 on the SOUTH. 

f. ° "ordina tlng instrncti"nsl 

(1) RecnlUl£lissance 0pE,lra.tiQV8. . \fill , be .conduoted as set forth 
in parngraph Ja of r6rerence (a.) •. 

(2) Onomina te all roissinns wi th o()~nizant Regimental COrnnflnd-
era. 

• • r 

(3) EEl's. Annex A to reference (a). 

(4) S~bmi't helicopter r~uirements to this Headqoorters (A ttn: 
8-3) nnt later than 48 hours prinr tn cnl1lillenoement nf 
mi;,!sio,n. 

(5) Use varying means and times nf entry and exit; helo Uts 
will be nn closer than 3000 meters to objective area. 

CQNFIPENIIAL 

ltNCLOSURE (~ ) 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONYTURNIIA

d. coc(.). DA NANG

(1) 13-16 Oct: conduct reconnaissance operations in the NORTH-

WESTERLY portion of RAOR 6.

(2) 16-19 Oct: conduct reconnaissance operations in area vic

dividing line between RAOR's 5 and 6.

e. CoD: DA NANG

10 (1) 10-13 Oct: conduct reconnaissance operations EAST of the

area bounded by grid lines 87 on the SOUTH and 87 on the

WEST.

217 (2) 13-18 Oct: conduct reconnaissance operations EAST of the

area bounded by grid lines 87 on the SOUTH and 87 on the

WEST.

(3) 15-18 Oct: conduct reconnaissance operations WEST of the

area bounded by grid lines 87 on the SOUTH and 87 on the

EAST.

(4) 16-19 Oct: conduct reconnaissance operations EAST of the

area bounded by grid lines 87 on the SOUTH and 87 on the

WEST.

18-20
(5) 16-19 Oct: conduct reconnaissance operations WEST of area

bounded by grid lines 84 on the EAST and 87 on the SOUTH.

f. Coordinating instructions:

(1) Reconnaissance operationswill be conducted as set forth
in paragraph 30 of reference (a).

(2) Coordinate all missions with cognizant Regimental Command-

ers.

(3) EEI's. Annex A to reference (a).

(4) Submit helicopter requirements to this Headquarters (Attn:

S-3) not later than 48 hours prior tn commencement of

mission.

(5) Use varying means and times of entry and exit; helo LZ's
will be no closer than 3000 meters tn objective area.

2
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ee 

(6) Subm1.t operation orders nnt later than ~.~ lWlJ.rf1 p:t'io!' tf"l 
OJ~ocution of assigned missions to t,his HE)9.dquarters (l\'~tn' 
R·3) for reproduction and distribut:inn. DA NA~G finly. 

(7) Submit patrol rosters to this Headquarters (Attn: S-3) 
prior t.o exeoution of assigned missinnso IlA NANG only. 

(8) Patrnl Leaders report to the Battalion S-2 immediately on 
return to the Battalion area for debriefing. ~ NANG o~. 

(9) Prepare alternate plnns for entry to and exit fr0ID RllOR'Si 

(10) Be prepa.red to call and adjust artillery fire. , 

(11) Xf an airs trike is requested and approved, display a single 
red panel at position when aircraft aro on statinn. 

(12) Be prepared tn r90nmmend i.n:t"antry reinfnrcement and suit­
able primary and alternate tz's fnr its entry. 

(1,3) For DA NANG MORts see Annex B to reference (a). CHU lAI 
MOll's see Annex C, referenoe (a). 

4. AQMlNISTBAUUN AND IpGISTIC~. Reference (a)o 

5. COltltNP AND QQlt1!mICJl.TIONS-ELEPTRONICS. 

a. Referen09 (a). 

b. Battalion onmmand post remains the s~me~ 

ANNEXES: 

A-Intelligenoe 

Pl§TRIBUTIUN 
G-J 
G-2 
3cl}obr 
9thMa.r 
4thlnr 
7thl-nr 
3dReennBn 

r\ l- i /0./1" CfI».p 
R. R. VAN r~ -

Lieutewnt Cnlnnel, U. S. M!i.rine Corps 
COIDllnnding 

OQNFIllEN'UAli 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

PINCE CENTEAL

(6) Submit operation orders not later than 24 hours prior to
execution of assigned missions to this Headquarters (Attn:
S-3) for reproduction and distribution. DA NANG only.

(7) Submit patrol rosters to this Headquarters (Attn: S-3)
prior to execution of assigned missions. DA NANG only.

(8) Patrol Leaders report to the Battalion S-2 immediately on
return to the Battalion area for debriefing. DA NANG only.

(9) Prepare alternate plans for entry tn and exit from RAOR's.

(10) Be prepared to call and adjust artillery fire.

(11) If an airstrike is requested and approved, display a single
red panel at position when aircraft are on station.

(12) Be prepared to recommend infantry reinforcement and suit-

able primary and alternate LZ's for its entry.

(13) For DA NANG RAOR's see Annex B to reference (a); CHU LAI
RAOR's see Annex C, reference (a).

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS. Reference (a).

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS-ELECTRONICS.

a. Reference (a).

b. Battalion command post remains the same.

RRVan Cluz
R. R. VAN CLEVE

Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
Commanding

ANNEXES:

A-Intelligence

DISTRIBUTION
(5)G-3
(2)G-2
(1)3dMar
(1)9thMar
(1)4thMar
(1)7thMar
(9)3dReconBn
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(;!'[t;) ~" ...... u .. "\': •• ~ ....... ",.~\(\::: .l~:,,:,-... 
. :~~~. J.lf: .~~,:.,\.lh. ~ S~.,.r:..·l' .. ·,\.; ,f}:,";':'1j::'l.t1f".-1 

D!.J.i4 I~(; 1 RVi; 
Oi·~~::>.0,)H 0·) l;; l;Y'~'; 

Annex A (In!,.efJ ~.gen.ce) t.o Operfl.tinn Order :~;9 .. 65 

Ref: (a) 3d ~h)( :.nCn C'p')rd 3.3&·65 
(L) 30 }'\"'.'.r:"'l~, Opo:u3 ;;}~~.,6S 
(0) M·).::;"IZ .t'.),t-.; 8(;;C~~l.el'l r'~Gl:1 lt~.,OOO, Shl'l1)1 .. "1 6':(/) 1, :r.T; 

(,(,~.;:.l 1._ :CU, IV; 6l:>::f~ 1.. :tV; 6658 !~ 6S~r,l )'.1 ::J.; 
6:'n :0: .. In, JV; 6G,1)6 I~ 0756 I:) ~c\r" 

(d) ~1 l',,".I.)'f.lv0·':'c} .. '1f3C)~l~ 

Time Zone I H 

1. SUMMARLQF....B.ML.Sl~:l~9lil See current INTSUMS~ PIn fa nnd 
Appendix 1 to Arme~.: A nn~(.',J.:H.gonoe) of. :"~(lfc.~~:.~,1C' (iJ),., 

5. t1l\PS AND fIK~W.B6l~: See Annex A (In.telUgen('e) to reference (a). 

6. COUNTERINT&t JLl('~.Qli: 

e.. See Paragraph 804, Section 8 nf referenoe (d). 

b. Counters:S.gnsc See Section 8 of referenoe (d). 

7. REPORTS AN!> RlBTRIBm:IQN: See Annex A (Intelligence) to reference .. 
(a). 

10('1,1 () 
,,-, K Va~ ... ,. !k~_ 
R. R. VAN OLEVE .. 

Lieutelll1nt OnlonC';l, IT. S. Mnrille Onrpa 
Commanding 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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dititation

DARANG RV.
072200H 03'5 1965

Annex A (Intelligence) to Operation Order 329..65

Ref: (a) 3d ReconEn CpOrd 336.65
(b) 30 Recorbe Op02.d 338.65
(c) Maper AMS, Servies 1701, 1:50,000, Sheets 6559 T, IT;

6609 i. III, IV: 6558 I. IV 6658 Is 6557 1, JI;
6757 II, III, KV; 6656 I; 6756 I, IV.

(d) 31 MartiloOd 3800.13

Time Zone: H

1. SUMMARY OF ENEMY SITUATION: See current INTSUMS, PIR's and

Appendix 1 to Annex A (Inte).ligence) of reference (b)

2. ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF INFORMATION: See Annex A (Intelligence)
to reference (a).

3. RECONNAISSANCE AND OBSERVATION MISSIONS: See Annox A (Intelligence)
to reference (a).

4. MEASURES FOR HANDLING PRISONERS, CAPTURED DOCUMENTS AND CAPTURED
MATERIAL: See Sections 6 and 7 of reference Ta),

5. MAPS AND PHOTOGRAPHS: See Annex A (Intelligence) to reference (a).

6. COUNTERINTELLIGENCE:

a. See Paragraph 804, Section 8 of reference (d).

b. Countersigns: See Section 8 of reference (d).

7. REPORTS AND DISTRIBUTION: See Annex A (Intelligence) tn reference

(a).

R.R.Van Clur
R. R. VAN CLEVE

Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
Commanding

CUNFIDENTIAL
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l: o:-;..~ 2.c!-: c.;) C)oupioeJ 
)aRMOilDn 
DA NL!rG :JtVN 
:l'M-1U}(-1 'lr:!t 65 

(n) nmMO 336 ... 6:, 
(b) r,:.ap·SI 1,50,000 l:>e1"1ea 1 .... '01, ';heot AWlWcro 6S59 ! ~ II; 

6659 I, 111, IV. 6558 1, IV, 6658 IJ 6657 1, 11, &"1 
II, III, IV; 6656 1; 6756 I, IV 

\'1tne Zonel 1I 

'l'ask organbat1on: lte1'erenee (0.). 

1. .sl'&W~'~'. 

fl. ~ClPfilY FP.~. Curront I;,:;~i:)1Jl.· iJ. J.nnox J. (:I.r:teJ.lir;enoe). 

b. Fr.tend~ for"s. Ourrer,t l,PSL'W s. 

c. atwo_At8 ffild geto.Si.bments.. Reference (a). 

2. flij,SiWi. )dRecoMn (-)(:'l.eln) establisbes a racoMnissance net in 
the JlIl IviNG and OHU lJ.l enolaves. 

3. WV.rIW, 
a. ConR~pt CIt ('pe:&!aUen... 3d llacc>nan (-){ftein) ar.(c;;:.p.l ishoi; ;i~s 
assigned mission by mintni"'Jirlg aren surveillunc() ana rOCN .. !":f b­
sO.we witil fivo recnnrlO.isBElnce 00.0108 {-} corLductir.g fl{;gres­
sivepu tl'1Dll1~:g within I1llU:t t 6. F'l.re support allti ir,tllntl'Y ro':'.:--­
torcoment req'.orements will bo ef1'eoted b.t dir~ot lie isnD dith 
cognizant Roeill..t3ntnl Com:r:EJnd~rs. 

0. ~ ~ ;·J.l.G 

(1) 16-19 ucta coridu(!t reconnllh~noe operations in a,.u~ 4· 

(2) 17-20 uct., (,,..educt roonnnniasonoo ope~, tiona in lllW.i 3. 

(3) 20-23 OO'~'; 

(4) 22-2~ vet,I 

(5) 2~2:'I vets ('!onduot rOCOnntliS60nC~ op,-,rntiona in Ri,07\ 4. 

c. aOCOQ ~oup J12hf~1 Jl:JI U.l 

(1) uparo.tll"1nn i-lHl 00 oor..t'1ned tn on nret4 h.l\'l·a ot l:r1d lino 92 
andij./4' nf i,dd line 54. 

I 
DECLASSIFIED 
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3d/RECON BN

Copy 20mg 20oppies
3dReconDr
DA NANG RVN
2,21,00 Oct 65

OPERATION ORDER 341.595

Ref: (a) Brong 336.65
(b) Maps: 1:50.000 Series 1/01, Sheet Numbers 6559 I. II;

6659 I. III, IV; 6558 I, IV; 6658 I; 6657 1, II; 6757
II, III, IV; 6656 I; 6756 I, IV

Time Zone: 11

Task Organization: Reference (a).

1. SITUATION.

a. Enemy Forces. Current INISON's. Annox h (intelligence).

b. Friendly Forces. Current CPSUM's.

c. Attachments and detachments. Reference (a).

2. MISSION. 3dRecondn (a)(Rein) establishes a reconneissance net in
the DA RANG and CHU LAI enclaves.

3. EXECUTION.

a. Concept of operation. 30 RoconBn (-) (Rein) accomplishes its
assigned mission by maintaining area surveillunco and reconsis-
sance with five reconnaissance companies (-) conducting aggres-
sive patrolling within PAUR'S. Fire support and infentry roin-
forcement requirements will be effected by direct lisison with

cognizant Regimontal Commenders.

O. Cos; DA MAIG

(1) 16-19 uct: conduct reconnaissance operations in RAUR 4.

(2) 17-20 Uct: conduct reconnaissance operations in RAUR 3.

(3) 20-23 Ont. conduct reconnissance operations in RAOR 3.

(4) 22-25 uct; conduct reconnaissance operations in RAOR 3.

(5) 24-27 Oct: conduct reconnaissance operations in HAOR 4.

06 Recon Group 1 lphas OHN LAI

(1) Operations will be confined to an area BORTH of crid line 92
and 1657 of prid line 54.

ENCLOSURE (3)
/

DECLASSIFIED
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(2) Un1ntaln at leo.st 2 pllltoona 1n I~M)Jt"s 1 'J"~:~"\r 2 p.t ~ll t1«lt'S 
from 17-~~ Ooto~a~ 1965. 

d. gog ( .. hi DA NANG 

(1) LSo prepnred t.o execute J:.:JhOpO J40-65. 

(2) 17';24 Oot. NllilltAin 0. pllltootl In nortbW'~Bt,:;rl" ,~o~ 6 if tinOpo 
~65 1s n~t executed. 

o. ~l ilA nM\o 

(1) de prepared tc Axeoute dnQpO )40-65. 

(2) Carry out trj':) £01Jow11'(', missions 1f' lSllOpO 340-65 is nnt, GX.o:-­
ecut.~·. 

~tJ) 17-20 Oct, oonc1uot reoonmis811nce C)porutions wES'l ot 
arUll b~W1dedoy grid lines 84 on tlle !l~i:i1· and ~ on tho 
SO:lTH. 

(b) 17 .. 2)) Oct, oonduot rooonnniasance oparQtions E/.cil' of: 
thonroo bounded by grid 11110S P/7 em tho SOLll'H anQ, 87 on 
t flO ..Jl:!:ST. 

(0) 18-21 uota oonduct rocon.Mis . .al1Oe operfl tiona It!... 1 .:>1' ~he 
£Iron bounded by f,l.'id lines 8? on toe SOUTH llLd 87 (>1\ the 
El~.)"I • 

(d) 2.3-26 vot: conduot reOonnlliSSfl.noe o;>ora t10na 'El'l.S'l' ot 
t,fO nrott boundou by grid linos &1 on tbf;J .;>utfl"H and 87 on 
tho l~rr. 

to) 23-26 oct. conduot rooontl1l.isannoe opel'fltif'ns ~i~'J.· of the 
arOfl Dounctad by r,rid lines 87 on tne 31.i0'1'11 and fj7 0·1 to.", 
(J~JT. 

(1) iteoonnn1ss<':moo operationo..,1ll bo oonducted us set. .forth in 
pnrugrnph .30. ot rafor0lCO (n). 

(2) Oot)r41nflta ell misabns w1th co~;ubo.nt !J~{~imontal COllU!Jll~dera. 

tu li£1' s. In. ax J, to reference (0.). 

(4) Submit hel1cQptsr rO(juireruenta to this Be&d:{unrters (A ttm 
S .... 3) rint. Ittte:t" t.1nft 4ib hl'\U1's prior to oomenceraont of mis­
aion. 

C .. u,l·,.ll D lS f; T I A L. 

lENCLOSURE (3 ~ 
:;.. 
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(2) Maintain at least 2 platoons in RAUR's 1 arciar 2 at all times
from 17-21 October 1965.

d. Coc (-): DA RANG

(1) Be prepared to execute BNOPO 340-65.

(2) 17-24 Not: Maintain a platoon in northwestern HAOR 6 if BnUpU
340-65 is not executed.

G. CoD: DA NANG

(1) Be prepared tc execute 340-65.

(2) Carry out the following missions if BnupO 340-65 is not GX
ocuted.

(a) 17-20 Uct: conduct reconnaissance operations WEST of
arca bounded by grid lines 84 on the EAST and 87 on the

SOUTH.

(b) 17-20 Oct: conduct reconnaissance operations EAST of
the area bounded by grid lines 87 on the SOUTH and 87 on
the WEST.

(c) 18-21 Uct: conduct reconneissance operations Win of the
area bounded by grid lines 87 on the SOUTH and 87 on the
E/ST.

(d) 23-26 uct: conduct reconnaissance operations EAST of
the area boundod by grid linos 87 on the SOUTH and 87 on
tho WEST.

(0) 23-26 Oct: conduct reconnaisance operations WWS of the
area bounded by grid lines 87 on the SOUTH and 87 on the
EAST.

f. Coordinating instructions,

(1) Reconnissance operations will bo conducted U.S set forth in
paragraph 30 of reference (a).

(2) Gnordinate all missions with cognizant Regimental Commanders.

(3) EEI's. An ex 1. to reference (a).

(4) Submit helicopter requirements to this Headyunters (Attn:

S-3) not later thar 48 hours prior to commencement of mis-
sinn.

ENCLOSURE (3)
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(5) UBa ?D,rying means and timef:.i o·e wtry an~l exJt.; h8J.'1 i.zi s 

w:tl1 be no closer than 3000 meters to obj ootbre nr(;'.: 0 

(6) Submit operation orders not :\l. ter than 24 hours prior to 
execution of assigned missions to this Headquarters (Attnl 

S-3) for reproduction 'and dJ$,t.rihution~, JlA Ni~NG only. 

(7) Submit patrol rosters to this HC'lc1.q'l.l;'"'.rters (Attm S~'3) 

prior to execution of assj.gncd rr:i.t; p·:.,::ms. DA l'iANG only. 

(8) Patrol Leaders report to t.M .r)1\t.vr. •. l.i!)l". $·,,2 imlleM<:toly on 

retut'n to the Bat'talion al~3. 1"')1' debriefing. DA FANG only. 

(9) Prepare alternate plans for entry to and exit froll'\ MOR's. 

(10) Be prepared to call and adjust art.illery fire. 

(11) If an airs trike is requested and approvec. display a single 

red pnne1 n t pos1 tion when airoraft are on stb tion. 

(12) Be prepared to reoQmmend infantry rei.nforcement and suit­

able primary and alternate ~~IS for it$ entry. 

(13) For Dl\ NANG MOR's see Anne~ 13 to rcf'~rr.:.c", (a); GJ-:;i 1'.1.1 

MOR's see Annex' C, l'eference (a). 

4. aDMINISTRATION AND LOGI§If..Q§. Refere.1.C\e «J.). 

5. Q~ND Arjp Q9l!tWICA'UONS"'EL~TBUNIOS .• 
,/'·:,'t ',,,:' 'j(.'~.,-'" ·c.l.[ ~:~,'.',,',\< 

a. Reference (a). 
(, 

'" 
~ j , 

b. 
.' )'\' (', 

; R. ·Ri ,VAN CLF.7F. 

Lieutenant 8010nel, U. S. M..'1.rine Corps 

Q9"~.ms. 

AHNIWSl ; '( 

.,' 

A-Intelligenoe 
" 

,' ... I 
.,:", -

~l$IBlwrlQli 
G-3 "'(5): 
G-2 (2)· ' .J, ' ',,' 

3dMar (1) 
9thMnr (1) 
4thMar (1) 
7thMar (l) 
.; .... H,econBn ( 9) . 

QQNF1QENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

LONFIDENT

(5) Use varying means and times of entry and exit; help it's

will be no closer than 3000 meters to objective area.

(6) Submit operation orders not inter than 24 hours prior to

execution of assigned missions to this Headquarters (Attn:

S-3) for reproduction and distribution. DA NANG only.

(7) Submit patrol rosters to this Headquarters (Attns S-3)

prior to execution of assigned missions. DA NANG only.

(8) Patrol Leaders report to the satisation S. 2 immediately on

return to the Battalion area for debriefing. DA NANG only.

(9) Prepare alternate plans for entry to and exit from RAOR's.

(10) Be prepared to call and adjust artillery fire.

(11) If an airstrike is requested and approved. display a single
red panel at position when aircraft are on station.

(12) Be prepared to recommend infantry reinforcement and suit-

able primary and alternate 5'I's for its entry.

(13) For DA NANG RAOR's see Annex B to reference (a); GEV IAT

RAOR's see Annex C, reference (a).

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS. Reference (a).

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS-ELECTRUNIOS.

a. Reference (a).

b. Battalion Command post remains the same.

R. R. VAN CLEVE
Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps

Commanding

ANNEXES:

A-Intelligence

DISTRIBUTION
(5)G-3
(2)G-2
(1)3dMar
(1)9thMar
(1)4thMar
(1)7thMar
(9)ReconBn

-3-
CONFIDENTIAI

(ENCLOSURE
(3)
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OPERATION ORDER 340a65 

Refs (a) Bd) 336-65 

DECLASSIFIED 

(b) Maps 1150,000, Series L701, Sheet 6658 IV 

Time Zone: H 

Task organi~\!2~: 

3dReconBn{ ... ) 

: *&$0-.(-) 

• CCf) 

. .~o6t,"J; 

1. §I'I'UATI0li,. 

a. ~~mY fordlg. See Annex A (In\eU1gence). 

b. Friendl;Y Foroes, Current OPSUM's. 

c. AtJe,chQlpts flW FQ.~mchments.. FO Team and FAe Terun. 

LWol VANCLEVE 

Ca.pt TIFFANY 

Ca.pt COLLINS 

Capt R..lf;VEIJ.. 

2. MISSIOli. 3dReconBn(-) on order, t'e~nnoiters the trail net-,;o!'k to locate 
the entrance and _6l"eSs rC'lutes to Happy Valley and' the Dl\.N1i.NG TA0R from . 
the $OUTHWEi:)T 

3.. EAEOUTION. 

a. CCUlcept of 0ewa.tiou. 3dReoonBnt-) departs HILL t.l at 1900 , 18 uct 
with two compa.nies and Battalion Headquarters(~)r prooeeds SoUTH~~ST from 
181900 to 190600 to OP 1. On 20 Oct Battalion(-} moves to OP 2 and on 21 
Oct to Cp 3. From 22~24 Oct companies locate, search and interdiot trail 
network leading from OP 3 (AT 817644) NORT~EdT to 'HILL 785 (AT 808650), 
SOUTHlrlJi:ST to HILL 1025 (AT 807628) and NORTHEAST to HILL 502 (AT 831660). 
On 25 Oct, Battalionrnoves NORTHEAST to OP 4 and on 26 oct to CP 5. On 
2'1 Oct, companies locate, search and interdict trail network lending from 
CP 5 Nuro'HFJtST to vic (AT 874687) and EA~T to Vic (AT 890670). Un 28 Oc t 
Battalion(-) moves to LZ's (AT 8768 and 8967) and lifts out at ll00H. 
Annex B (Opera.tion Overla.y). Supporting arms will be provided by 3d Mari­
nes. AnneX C (Fire Support). 

bol QAQtr.} , 

(1) Act as point duriug Battalion JnO'\7'ements to OP 3. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

Copy 180f35 CopiesCONFIDENTIAL
3d ReconBn

S-4

A NANG, RVN

1322OOH Oct 1965

OPERATION ORDER 340-65

Ref: (a) BnO 336-65
(b) Map: 1:50,000, Series L701, Sheet 6658 IV

Time Zone: H

Task Organization:

3dReconBn(=) LtCol VANCLEVE

Capt TIFFANYH&SCd(-)

Capt COLLINSCCD

Capt REVELL
COB(+);

1. SITUATION.

Enemy Forces. See Annex A (Intelligence).a.

b. Friendly Forces. Current OPSUM's.

C. Attachments and detachments FO Team and FAC Team.

2. MISSION. 3dReconBn(-) on order, reconnoiters the trail network to locate

the entrance and agress routes to Happy Valley and the DANANG TAUR from
the SOUTHWEST

3. EXECUTION.

a. Concept of operation. 3dReconBn(- departs HILL 41 at 1900, 18 Uct
with two companies and Battalion Headquarters (-), proceeds SOUTHWEST from

181900 to 190600 to CP 1. On 20 Oct Battalion (-) moves to CP 2 and on 21
Oct to Cp 3. From 22-24 Oct companies locate, search and interdict trail

network leading from CP 3 (AT 817644) NORTHWEST to HILL 785 (AT 808650),

SOUTHWEST to HILL 1025 (AT 807628) and NORTHEAST to HILL 502 (AT 831660).

On 25 Oct, Battalion moves NORTHEAST to CP 4 and on 26 Oct to CP 5. Un

27 Oct, companies locate, search and interdict trail network leading from
CP 5 NORTHEAST to vic (AT 874687) and EAST to Vic (AT 890670). On 28 Oct

Battalion(-) moves to LZ's (AT 8768 and 8967) and lifts out at 1100H.

Annex B (Operation Overlay). Supporting arms will be provided by 3d Mari-

nes. Annex C (Fire Support).

b. coc(-),

(1) Act as point during Battalion movements to CP 3.

CONFIDENTIAI

Enclosure (4)
DECLASSIFIED
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(2) Locate, search and interdict trail network from OP 3 NORTHEAST to HILL 502 from 22-24 Oct. 

(3) Act as rear guard during Battalion movement to OP 5. 
(4) Locate, search and interdict tr.ail network from OP 5 ~ST to vic (AT 'i7J,eS'N on 'ZI Oct. 

l610 ('70 
(5) Seoure LZ (AT 8967) for Httout at 28110OH. 

(1) Provide rear guard during Battalion movements to OP 3. 
(2) Locate, sea.rch and interdict trail network from OP J NORr:ilrn.;c:r.r to vic 'HtLt1?95 ~ from 22-24 Oct. 

(3) Locate, search and interdict trail network from OP .3 SOUTHWEST to HILL 1025 from 22-24 Oot. 

(4) Act as point during Battalion movement to OP 5. 

( 5) Looa te , search and interdic t trail ns twork from OP 5 HORTEEIlST to vic (AT 874687) on 27 uct. 

(6) Provide one pIa. tonn as defense for Ba ttAlic:>n bnsos w!:'. '3 r, ost;:·,bJ1.shad. 

(7) Secure LZ (AT 8768) for Hftout at 281100H. 
" 

d. Coordina ting ins true tioUQ,. 

(1) EEl's. Annex: J.\. (Intelligence). 

(2) Rules of engagement apply. 

4. .o.DMIIll.~Wl.TlON AND LOGISTICS. 

(1) Ca.sualty reporting. SOP 

(2) Two men from S-l, one from S-.3 and one fron: S-4 H:~.l.:. accompany H&S Co(-). 

(1) $,llPYj.z. 

(a) Class I. 3 days M::I per IOO.n • 

..... 2-.. 
QONFIDENTIAli 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIA

(2) Locate, search and interdict trail network from CP 3 NORTHEAST
to HILL 502 from 22-24 Oct.

(3) Act as rear guard during Battalion movement to CP 5.

(4) Locate, search and interdict trail network from CP 5 EAST to vic
(AT 874687) on 27 Oct.

890670
(5) Secure LZ (AT 8967) for liftout at 281100H.

C. COD.

(1) Provide rear guard during Battalion movements to CP 3.

(2) Locate, search and interdict trail network from CP 3 NORTHWESTto vic HILL9785 from 22-24 Oct.

(3) Locate, search and interdict trail network from CP 3 SOUTHWEST
to HILL 1025 from 22-24 Oct.

(4) Act as point during Battalion movement to CP 5.

(5) Locate, search and interdict trail network from CP 5 NORTHEAST
to vic (AT 874687) on 27 Oct.

(6) Provide one platoon as defense for Battalion basos when ostablished.

(7) Secure LZ (AT 8768) for liftout at 281100H.

d. Coordinating instructions.

(1) EEI's. Annex A (Intelligence).

(2) Rules of engagement apply.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.

a. Administration.

(1) Casualty reporting. SOP

(2) Two men from S-1, one from S-3 and one from S-4 will accompany
H&S Co(-).

b. Logistics.

(1) Supply.

(a) Class I. 3 days MCI per man.

--2--
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(b) Class II. Initial allowance, plus 3 daY9~ 

(0) Class III. None. 

(d) Class IV. Submit requirements to S"'4 by 16 Oct for approval 
plus 3 air panels per platooh. 

(0) OJ.as~ V. BlA plus 3 days. 

1. 7.62 MM-150 rounds per nan,(semi automtic M-14). 

2. 7.62 MM-770 rounds per man per automQtic weapon. 

J. M-79-J4 per weapon. 

4. M-60-2,125 rounds per waaron. 

5. Cal .45-26 rounds per mn. 

tf.~ Jlf:ltGl'., 2. full oanteens per Jl!tn. 

(g) Med1oa.l supplies. As authorized by the Battalion Surgeon. 

(2) BOt]lWPl.'{.JI, 

(a) To be accomplished by helo-l1ft on 20 and 24 Uct. 

(b) 3dReocmBn rear will insure that 5 days Classes I, II, V and 
water are at LZ FINCH at 1100 on 20 Cot and 1100 on 21:- oot. 
insure that it •• properly loo.ded. All supplies will bo 
banded in order to ~oilitate lift by helo slings. 

(3) ~.?-lya.ge. All danaged and unservicable mterial will be returned 
to '\jbe Battalion Supply Offioer upon conpletion of tho p~L'~.·r:L 

(4) 1J:'y'?-.c"wll-.q,r,!. Non-walking oasualties will be helo-11ft.Nt .~,) C&C 
('CI":'Pb nieq. 

( 5) H~·~.c:.9lJ.~Pfaous .... 

a. Uniform and Equipment. Ut1l1tjes, boots;. l::ight Il1lr'ching po,cks. 
T/o weapon, cartridge belt, I~ lJfl.gt<Z1.r!QS, ;'. f\l::"~ eanteens, 
ooyonet. 

b. H&S Co (-) will have Corpsmon attached as aut:1orized by the 
Battalion Surgeon to facilitate a mQving BAS • 

... .3--
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(b) Class II. Initial allowance, plus 3 days,

(c) Class III. None.

(a) Class IV. Submit requirements to S-4 by 16 Oct for approval
plus 3 air panels per platoon.

(o) Class V. BIA plus 3 days.

1. 7.62 MM-150 rounds per man,(semi automatic M-14).

2. 7.62 MM-770 rounds per man per automatic weapon.

3. M-79-34 per weapon.

4. M-60-2,125 rounds per weapon.

5. Cal .45-26 rounds per man.

(f) Water, 2 full canteens per man.

(g) Medical supplies. As authorized by the Battalion Surgeon.

(2) Resupply,

(a) To be accomplished by helo-lift on 20 and 24 Oct.

(b) 3dReconBn rear will insure that 5 days Classes I, II, V and
water are at LZ FINCH at 1100 on 20 Cot and 1100 on 24 Oct;
insure that it às properly loaded. All supplies will be
banded in order to facilitate lift by helo slings.

(3) Salvage. All damaged and unservicable material will be returned
to this Battalion Supply Officer upon completion of the patrol.

(4) Evacuation. Non-walking casualties will be helo-lifted to C&C
Companies.

(5) Miscellaneous.

a. Uniform and Equipment. Utilities, boots, light marching packs,
T/O weapon, cartridge belt, 4 magazines, ? full canteens,
bayonet.

b. H&S Co (-) will have Corpston attached as authorized by the
Battalion Surgeon to facilitate a moving BAS.

CUNFIDENTIAL
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a. The following radio nets will be guarded by the Bat,t.a.lion OO'll:Oo',nd 
Group. 

(1) Division Reoonnaissance 

(2) Rattalion Tactical 

(p) 2452 kc USB 

(S) 6770 ko usa 

(p) 46.9 me 

(8) 38.8 rno 

(.3) Tactical Air Direction Ill' (RED) 312.0 

#2 (GREEN) 325.0 

(4) IAnding Zone Control 49.8 . /_. 
'.......:0.-.-

b. The following radio nets will be guarded or established by the Co~' 
panies: ' 

(1) Battalion Tactical: (p) 46.9 me 

, ,..,', ., ..... 
~S) 38.8 me 

(p) 51.0 

(8) 43.1 me 

( 3) CoD Comrrtlnd (p) M.) me 

(s) 45.7 me 

c. Liaison Group at 3d Marine Regiment will man the following nots: 

(1) Division Reconnaissance 

(2) Battalion Tactical 

~a) THRUST POlNI' 1s 8664 

(p) 2452 

(s) 6770 

(p) 46.9 

(s) 38.8 

(lp) Sign and countersign: JARGON 

DECLASSIFIED 
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5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIUNS-ELECTRONICS

a. The following radio nets will be guarded by the Battalion Command

Group.

(P) 2452 kc USB(1) Division Reconnaissance

(s) 6770 kc USB

(P) 46.9 mc(2) Battalion Tactical

(s) 38.8 mc

#1 (RED) 312.0(3) Tactical Air Direction

#2 (GREEN) 325.0

(4) Landing Zone Control 49.8

i
b. The following radio nets will be guarded or established by the Come

panies:

(1) Battalion Tactical: (P) 46.9 mc

(s) 38.8 mo

(P) 51.0(2) CoC Command

(s) 43.1 mc

(P) 44.3 mc(3) CoD Command

(s) 45.7 mc

C. Liaison Group at 3d Marine Regiment will man the following nets:

(P) 2452(1) Division Reconnaissance

(s) 6770

(P) 46.9(2) Battalion Tactical

(s) 38.8

(a) THRUST POINT is 8664

(b) Sign and countersign: JARGON
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(a) Brevity Codes ncOLD ~RlNE" 1 digits move one spaeo -Lo the 
0123 456789 right at 182/1'00 and at 2400 

each day thereafter. 

(d) Authentication Code will be used when roqu1.:l.'ed, 

(e) All radio nets will be activatod on order and will CO!ll8 up on 
primary frequenoy. 

(r) Communications platoon, H&S Co will provide a rel.fl.y station at 
HILL 41 (AT 934663). 

(g) All equipment will be gi\TGn an operational cbeck 2/1- hours prior 
to departing Camp Reasoner. A five day suppJy' ('of: :)-'l~teriea .. 
will be carried by all un~ts. Oorom PJ~toon E&G Co will carry 
a supply of [L'f'." nteoo.n;:}1"1 pa.rts. 

(b) 'Visual Slg00.1a 

(1) Smoke 

a. Red-Marking enemy position. 

b. Yellow-Marking friendly units. 

c. Green- Please inform of enemy position or direction. 

(2) Illumination 

a. Reds tar clus ter-surrounded or attacked by enemy. Re­
quest for support. 

b. Green star cluster-request for evacuation. 

c. White star cluster-request for cease of illuminati~n 
firing and shelling. 

d. Red star paJa~bute-we are withdrawing from this posi. 
tion. 

\ 'r •• t "'\ 

c;: '" "'1) 
/J 

Iii q 
~~ 
,·i 7 
~ 

J1Jf 

0.'" I( 
tJlij 

I "I .• 

MA Rli-l,; 
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(a) Brevity Code: "COLD MARINE", digits move one space to the

0123 456789 right at 182400 and at 2400
each day thereafter.

(d) Authentication Code will be used when required,

(e) All radio nets will be activated on order and will come up on

primary frequency.

(f) Communications platoon, H&S Co will provide a relay station at
HILL 41 (AT 934663).

(g) All equipment will be given an operational check 24 hours prior
to departing Camp Reasoner. A five day supply of batteries
will be carried by all units. Comm Platoon H&S Co will carry
a supply of printenance parts.

(b) Visual Signals

(1) Smoke

a. Red-Marking enemy position.

b. Yellow-Marking friendly units.

c. Green- Please inform of enemy position or direction.

(2) Illumination

a. Redstar cluster-surrounded or attacked by enemy. Re-

quest for support.

b. Green star cluster-request for evacuation.

C. White star cluster-request for cease of illumination

firing and shelling.

d. Red star parachute-we are withdrawing from this posi-
tion.

COLD MARINE

199

288
217

226
CUNFIDENTIAL
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(i) Marking of helicopter landing sites will be wHh Y·:;:U('w 
f.Ynflke ~ ",. ,-' ,. "', ~ 

~~NNEX&?I 

A-Intelligenoe 

B-Uperation Overlay 

C-Fire Support 

DISTRIBlTrION: 

G-J (5) 

G-2 (2) 

)~rines (5) 

lat8n, lstJ"br (1) 

12thl'arines (4) 

ReoonOff (1) 

CoO (3) 

CoD (4) 

File (10) 

£"1/"'< l / ',.- . 
• '< \ { / " " ' .. "./1 I .... 

.I .' •• '{AN GL'i!:VE I,.... ., 
.. ., 1 r, .. . \ '~,: 

Li8utenant Colonat, U. S. Mar-be U(lrr.:s 

Com'lllnding 

Q...,9NFIDEN'l'IAL 
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(1) Marking of helicopter landing sites will be with Yellow
smoke,

CRVR. R. VAN CLEVE

Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps

Commanding

ANNEXES:

A-Intelligence

B-Operation Overlay

C-Fire Support

DISTRIBUTION:

(5)G-3

(2)G-2

(5)3dMarines

1stBn, 1stMar (1)

12thMarines (4)

(1)ReconOff

(3)CoC

(4)CoD

(10)File
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CopyL .of .J.S' copies 
3,,1 T1:! ~o.rnn:tSf,::l.).(;C BQ+J~.~l;;'on 
D !~HtCi, :1ViJ 
],l)::200H .'ct')L::: 1~6) 

Anflt,'II.: P. (Intelligencc) to Oporation Order 3)~.Q...6;; 

Ref: (n) 3(1 l1nrDivOrd 3800.L1 
(b) M<;I2s; A:1Sj Series L701, i:~(),OOO, Shoot,s: 651;9 I, IIj 

6(jS9 I, . III, IV; 6558 I, IV; 6653 I; 665'7 I, II; 6757 
II, lIT, IV; 6656 I; 6756 1, I" .. 

T::.mo Zone: H 

(1) Small Viot Gong uni.ts arc infiltrating the D.'It~ANG 'J'AO;~ by" 
wf;f of the SONG 10 DONG busjn. ThcF;o 1ttetlms1t condst of pcrsoDDol 
trained at one of sevcrnl Vic1j (bng training cmnrs locllted in the 
vllllcy forrod by the Sou.the:rn slopc of tho BA Nit mO'lJntclin rnngc 
Dnd the SONG LO DONG, ~..l6, ijTiet O:mg hDvc used. tilis route extensive .. 
ly over the post ycor. 

(2) Indications arc, that the COl:1l1Hlnd HcodquQr-tcrs of the; QlIl')l'lg 
Do ond the Quang Nom Inter-District Lispcnsot"y o:"."C olao locotcd 
within the basin complex. The Qulll1g Li:i i.s the h~.gh CO":ill,:md of ~ll 
Viet Gong forces OPC1'Dting within ~nd nrou.nd. tho )ANJNG TAOR. '!he 
Gornmond GroUp is n small, highly mO'!.:>ilc', <:drri.nif'trntJ,. ',rr:; anel COr.llrlnnd 
uni t. Its I location cnn be ropicUy adj cJ,Stcc1, t.o cnsUJ"(: continuous 
coorclinntion among gflcrrillll, local and rollin forct:l clements. 'lhc 
Quang Do, rcportcdlYI moved to the East, to its' present location, 
llbout throe ,vocka ago. 

(3) To support the movement of personnel, food and cquipmGnt 
into the DAN1~G sector the Viet Oong hnvc established several har­
boring ond production camps vli thin the EMtcrn portion of the SONG 
10 roNG bnsin. '!hese comps orc prosently being used by the Viet 
Cong. 

(4) Tho Viet Cong has the cDpnbiHty of infiltrllting lldditionnl 
small units through the de fense's of DlINANG. Taking odvnntagc of the 
ethnic identification problem thet o~t5~ along with the naturol 
cover and concealment the terrain and -wea"ther nf'ford.s, the Viet 
Cong hDS ond will continue to increos0 his slirUdng force potcntinl 
in and oround the DANANG enclave. 
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30 Recomaisnance Batition
DATANG, RVN
100.200H October 1965

Annox A (Intelligence) to Operation Order 340-65

Rcf: (a) 3d MarDivOrd 3800.1E
(b) Maps, AMS; Series L701, 1:50,000, Sheets: 6559 I, IJ.;

6659 I, III, IV; 6558 I, IV; 6653 I; 6657 I, II; 6757
II, III, IV; 6656 I; 6756 I, IV.

Time Zone: H

1. SUMMARY OF FNEMY SITUATION

a. General.

(1) Small Vict Cong units are infiltrating the DANANG 'SAOR by
way of the SONG IO DONG basin. Those "teams" consist of personnel
trained at one of several Viet Cong training camps located in the
valley formed by the Southern slope of the BA NA mountain range
and the SONG LO DONG. The Vict Cong have used this route extensive-
ly over the past year.

(2) Indications are, that the Command Headquarters of the Quang
Da and the Quang Nam Inter-District Dispensary are also located
within the basin complex. The Quang Da is the high command of all

Vict Cong forces operating within and around the DANANG TAOR. The

Command Group is a small, highly mobile, cirininistrative and command
unit. Its' location can be rapidly adjusted to ensure continuous
coordination among gucrrilla, local and main force clements. The

Quang Da, reportedly, moved to the East, to its' present location,
about three weeks ago.

(3) To support the movement of personnel, food and equipment
into the DANANG sector the Vict Cong have established several har-
boring and production camps within the Eastern portion of the SONG
LO DONG basin. These camps are presently being used by the Vict

Cong.

(4) The Vict Cong has the capability of infiltrating additional
small units through the defenses of DANANG. Taking advantage of the

cthnic identification problem that exists, along with the natural
cover and concealment the terrain and weather affords, the Vict

Cong has and will continue to increase his striking force potential
in and around the DANANG enclave.

1 of 4 CONFIDENTIAL
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;;'1 Rc conn[l:( ss :lee P<1 t."rl'l,o:'l. 

l'/dRD, ".~V; 

J U : .. ~:.:Li~ .)c'tJfJC 1" 196,~ 

()) ~,h() Vi ,"!t, Cong, today, ore opernt.:i.::H2; llc.dCl' prl.~13e n o:~ 

thc:i.x' l()i',g j'(1ns!,c nt.l'f.lkgy pln"!; RnmJl 1ll.:i.t, h()l'[!SSTn()):t. :j.li 8:j,"0-

+' L1f',-;. TllC,s~' kchn':'ques ~,yjll be cX\)[!ndcd u''.I.10'(' tb() '.))'00Ur0 pl"'!,. 
... .. ~':I 

lJ;;c;:cly, f'..(G &cri),G cf.fcrls:~ vc DC t,:i, 0 n,! undc:r .l'hDSC :GJ 01 'f..,('.c:i,1 

pJ .. [!U, \,,:,:'L lJG ntw:i'!)';';cdr. 

(6) TL j,8 r~.ot 1'Jt;;;;~cstcd i.h.:r~ i;·tc 'n':t. r,om~, nl;)~ ('50r1.,. b'1\rc 

the. (~Cf' nh:iJj t.Y' of nl.1Ss'Lng the;.!' i'ul'(X:3 fc''''' D h,-ll sGnJ.e r/(/':i)~ 1s 

c:si.,in8t Dl,Nl,NG o It ;i.e ?n8s!bl~J .• hOlJcvcr, thn":. "l,m V~Lct CQ'ng wH1$ 

undOl' t'1(' '::OV'2l' 0::' IJdVc'X'f:e 1olGt(,hcl', be nb1c t.o .<::~'(".l:!) () fomi.d. 

n:J:1 G fG .'CG [it om c~ l")1~ pC'ir .. 'lis ttlong the D/JUNG pc:;r:t!11Ct"l·. r;!-:G 

movomrrrli of 'L:roO[>A and '~\..ippJiCB ~.l".to the Q!'Jn Dt th1.8 'e:imc 3.'1(1,:1 •• 

co{.cs ~ f~lml and frt.(,tl(Y 1)r8p;,~~.'fttJ.()n of tJhc bnttlcficld fe" n l"d:J.1 

or em1y &pr'inc offensive,. 

(7) The f'0~\ntlt.;"Lonl trrdJl:i.:l:g cJnd ino·~crrl,(. :r;.(; ~~;" \','.r~. r;or:g .. r-l)'~( :i" ,'ll" 
squllds (suicide: un:; ~,.,;; .':1;][-; teen irl"i.tj,~lkCi~ :i'lV;f:,l' 'i~,)'L ts .• w1'k.i.ng 

individunlly Dnd ir~ \0'( 'Y'{ 8'11'111 f.:>:'()UV;~ [ITO crr.>&ble GJ in::; J.t':',ltitlg 

the inncr-,defc:.rlC l~0+,~;c.l·l:, oJ.' tr.c D1\NNia t1~_·.·f:t(ild~ T'tX pi J.:l ")C; uocd 

in conjunction ",'lth .'.l moj~l' attock np;Bl.ns1,; th(J (i'.1't,..;"~.·d:.'fcn,dvc 

positiont.~ Those "suicide" sq'..lnds ore h5.f,'11y d<ilJ .. :,;: in ti( usc of 

c.>!plosivcs. Tnnj.r mi.s8ion '[<rll1 p'i.·(,':;~},1J c:)vc!' \:1;: (ic'8t~G.l~t,:irm of 

key s'~!'ud,urcs, c q:.'.i}nnc nt, ~~td. PGr~1Cl11Jcl. P,)),t.:' cuLnl' ("(in)~'.o:~~.:;; ~ill 

be; dil'..:ct..cd to'loT{1r1a inc:!. and DmnllU1it;~('n f.,:i+:.c~', "-,,,,_-;.:,",!,;;+.jrc~~ ~_':1-. 

stallntionc, or-d D:Lr0rDi"c. . 

b. Sec Appendix: 1 (S1.ul1mnry cf l'~ncmy [;j.t.uc'~.1('n)" 

c. SeG Appendix 2 (Eno~ Order of Battle). 

d. See current intelligence summaries, periodiC and spoci~l intelli­

gence reports Qnd patrol reports, nB issued. 

2. ESSENTIAL ELEHENTS OF INFORMl'.TION. Will the Viet Cong nttack the 

DAN:mG T10m If so, l'lhcn? \bexc'l ln '-1hat st,l'ength? 

3. :.::;1'tE;;,.:·C.::,.ON:;,;.::l.;.:;.lllI;;:,.S,:..:.' S~li;;:..N C.;;;.~D a BSERVA TION MlSS}:.~t:£.~. 

n. Orders to suhordinDtc units. 

(1) Dctermim the CXDct location of [111 Vi.ct Cong units within the 

orco GncoTlJ)lJsscd by 11'1'81000 - PJ.0730 .. 5CXfj')O .. 900730. Command Post 

locotions, if present. Unit designations of all forces locntcd. 
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3.1 Recommissince PaticitionCOWENTIAL
DANANG RW
10/2000 October 1965

(5) The Vict Cong, today, are operating under Phase II of

their long range strategy plan; small unit harassment and sawo-

taga. Those techniques will bc expanded under the present plan,

whereby, full scale offensive action, under Phase IiI 01 their

plan, will Lc attempted.

(6) It is not suggested that the Vict Cong, at present, have

the capability of massing their forces for a full scale attack

eguinst DANANG. It is possible, however, that the Vilet Cong will,

under the cover of adverse weather, be able to group a formid-

able force at one on for points along the DANANG perimeter. The

movement of troops and supplies into the area at this time indi

cates a slow and steady preparation of the battlefield for a Fall

or early Spring offensive.

(7) The formation training and movement of Vict Cong 'special"

squads (suicide units) has been initiatia These units. working

individually and in very small groups. are cauabile of indiltrating
the inner-defense network of the DANANG airfield, They will be used

in conjunction with a major attack against the outer-defensive

positions. These "suicide" squads are highly skilled in the use of

explosivos. Their mission will probably cover the destruction of

key structures, equipment and personal. Partecular cuphasis will

be directed towards fuel. and ammunition sites, communication in-

stallations and aircraft

b. See Appendix 1 (Summary cf Enemy Situation).

C. Soc Appendix 2 (Enemy Order of Battle).

d. See current intelligence summaries, periodic and special intelli-

gence reports and patrol reports, as issued.

2. ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF INFORMATION. Will the Vict Cong attack the

DANANG TAOR? If so, when? Where? In what strength?

3. RECONNAISSANCE AND OBSERVATION MISSIONS.

a. Orders to subordinate units.

(1.) Determine the exact location of all Vict Cong units within the

area encompassed by AT810630 - 810730 - 900730 - 900730. Command Post

locations, if present. Unit designations of all forces located.
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3ft rk'connDrs~:Dn(X! ,'c,clion 
DllNf,NG" nVl\! 
l01200H October 15'65 

(2) DctGnnino the direction of movement of Viet Cong unit.s" 
Include tim and routes of movcrnont. 

U) Determine Viet Cong cQmmunications Dnd signal systems" 
Ior;,o,tion of si tea. rrypcs of equipment. Antennn systems or f'rX'l:1E 1 

Si8h'Vd~gG of significllnt signols. 

U!) Dstcrminc the types Dnd numbers of crew served weapon') c':' 
units. :;ipc:ci<:ll ntt.cntion to artillery and Ail weDpcns Dnd the;;':' 10-
cntious, 

(5) Determine the trafficability of nIl rond :)11\; tr.,:{.~. ndiHorks 
Elnd waterways within tho area. Include bridge types, Jx;:-!iJion. 
construction Clnd condition. Tunnel location, seri ai l:l~'il'ibc r ~ t;/pc, 
length, width, alignment and gradient. location of w'11icul3r ford­
ing, ferrying and svJimming sites. Determine locationt; of obstaCles 
and barriers, both man made and natural. 

(6) Determine the lOCation and extent of field fortifications, 
we apons emplacements nnd bunkers. Mines Elnd booby trq>s. 

(7) Determine the extent of Viet Cong logistics act-Lvi tics in 
the arC2a. Locations of dumps and supply pOints" sUes all',; ~l'CQS. 
Locntion of main and secondary supply routes, Nc~ms oj:' trtmsport­
ntion, including bonts, nnimals and forced lobor, 

4. 11EiISUHES FOn tL'lNDLING PERSONNEL, CIIPTURE!l DOCUMENTS AND CI'lPTURED 
H:iT'iHlI.L. Sec sections 6 and 7 of reference (rd. 

5. NAPS AND PHO'IDGHAPHS. 

a. Standnrd reference maps will be utilized. 

b. RcquC2sts for maps and photographs will be 8ubmi. ttcd to the S-2 
Sc ction, 3d RGconnai SS <lnce Battalion. 

6. COUNTEitINTi£LUGENCb. 

b. Countersigns: Sec Section 6 of reference (a). 
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DANANG, RVN
101200H October 1965

(2) Determine the direction of movement of Vict Cong units,
Include time and routes of movement.

(3) Determine Vict Cong communications and signal systems,
Location of sites. Types of equipment. Antenna systems or forms,
Sightings of significant signals.

(4) Determine the types and numbers of crew served weapons c?
units. Special attention to artillery and weapons and their lo-
cations.

(5) Determine the trafficability of all road and trail. networks
and waterways within the area. Include bridge types, Indiction.
construction and condition. Tunnel location, scriai number, type,
length, width, alignment and gradient. Location of vehicular ford-
ing, ferrying and swimming sites. Determine locations of obstacles
and barriers, both man made and natural.

(6) Determine the location and extent of field fortifications,
WCapons emplacements and bunkers. Mines and booby traps.

(7) Determine the extent of Viet Cong logistics activities in
the area. Locations of dumps and supply points, sites and arcas.
Location of main and secondary supply routes, Moans of transport-
ation, including boats, animals and forced labor.

4. MEASURES FOR HANDLING PERSONNEL, CAPTURED DOCUMENTS AND CAPTURED
MATERIAL. Sce Sections 6 and 7 of reference (a).

5. MAPS AND PHOTOGRAPHS.

a. Standard reference maps will bc utilized.

b. Requests for maps and photographs will be submitted to the S-2
Section, 3d Reconnaissance Battalion.

6. COUNTERINTELLIGENCE.

a. Sec partimmph 804, Section:8 of reference (a).

b. Countersigns: Scc Section 8 of reference (a).
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a. Src Sr;c;;;:,on 12 of reference (8). 

b. p~Jt.~'ol ~';PJrts w:1.:n bo preparod immcdi~t,cly upon completion of 
assir:nJdr·:~onnai[lsanco nissions. FOI'ffiDt will hc'in accor.'dancc wii~i' 
Figu::"(: ~;- 2 cf :tX: fe-rence (a). 

~PENDIXES. 

1. S'I.U11lllary of Bncnw tiituation 

2. Enemy Order of Battle 

Lieutenant ColoneJ_: p." ;', :·;r'.':!J'C Corpo 
-tbtmaddi~· .• i' 

3. Astronomical Data and Weather Summary 

4. Te rrain Analysis 

DISTRIBUTION: Same as Opera t10n Order 340-6> 
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7. REPORTS AND DISTRIBUTION.

a. Sec Section 12 of reference (a).

b. Patrol reports will be prepared immodiately upon completion of
assigned reconnaissance missions. Format will bc in accordance with
Figure 5.2 of reference (a).

c. A copy of all patrol reports developed as a resent of this
mission will bc forwarded to the Commanding Officer, M. Marines

RRU Clus
R. R.

Licutenant Colonel Marine Corps
Commaddit

APPENDIXES.

1. Summary of Enemy Situation

2. Encmy Order of Battle

3. Astronomical Data and Weather Summary

4. Terrain Analysis

DISTRIBUTION: Same as Operation Order 340-65
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Appendix 1 (.')nmm~:ry of Enemy Situation) to Ln'1C'x. ft. (Int01ligcncc) to 
Operation ('pic r. :LCl.65 

Hcf: (n) H(1'pi3: JlJ'1S; Series 1.701, 1:50~ooo, f,J:'.cctif> f,sS9 I, II; 
6f. r;SI 1~ I~I, IV; 6558 1 .. IV~ 66Sb I; 66'.)7 I .. n.; Cl757 II .. 
... ; r" IV; o()56 I; 67:;6 J" rvo 

(1) Q}.:y.!ll.:¥'~. The Viet r,ol1g unit.<> loc8tCid ~,t;thjr. ·(·b.:: <,,\[1 

operation consist of ).ocal and guerrilla iorce t!\)~·l"~,..:; ,') (·nng 
De l1ilitary Command Headquarters is reported to lx' ~,'IY C,Cj::.ur 
organization l-rl. thin the sector. 

(2) Air. '!he Viot Cong do not possess this capabil::.ty in the 
DtlNflNG TAOR. No enemy aircraft are c~ccted in the llrCI) of OPCr8-
tion. 

(3) Naval. The Viet Cong have the capability of cnr1oy:ul;": nn 
unknown number of junks and small craft within thiG rll'ca Dnd the 
basin area to the West. 

b. Strength and Combat Efficiency. 

(1) Locally ovailable. Sec ~pcndix 2 (Ene!I\Y Orclcr of Battle) 
to AnncXDlnf..Clligencc) to Operation Order 340-65. 

(2) Reinforcements. Reinforcements of the local and guerrilla 
force units wi"t,hin the area of operation is not anticipated. 

(3) Combat Efficiency. Training and gcmcral efficictl9y •. of. the 
Viet Cong forces in the area is fllir. Whnt the individual lacks 
in maksmanship 'bbllining and tactical mal1llcvoring is countered by 
his courago 1 initiative md patience. 'ilia morale of locnJ.. and 
guerrilla force personnel can be considered to be poor as tl It!sult 
of the lack of food and I1JJdical supplies, rpcior" living conditions, 
continuous movement and the ever present danger of air and artill­
ery. 

c. Dispositi~. Sec Tab A (Enemy SitUation Ovcrlo:r) 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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Appendix 1 (Summary of Enemy Situation) to Annox A (Intelligence) to
Operation Carler 340.65

Rcf: (a) Maps: AMS; Scrics L701, 1:50,000, Sheets 6559 I, II;
6659 I, III, IV; 6558 I, IV 6658 J; 6657 I. IT; 6757 II,
... IV; 6656 I; 6756 I, I.V.

Time Zone: H

1. ENEMY SITUATION.

a. Composition.

(1) Ground. The Vict Cong units located within the

operation consist of local and guerrilla force troops, The Chang
Da Military Command Headquarters is reported to be the seador

organization within the sector.

(2) Air. The Vict Cong do not possess this capability in the
DANANG TAOR. No enemy aircraft are expected in the arca of opera-
tion.

(3) Naval. The Vict Cong have the capability of employing an
unknown number of junks and small craft within this area and the

basin area to the West.

b. Strength and Combat Efficiency.

(1) Locally available. See Appendix 2 (Enemy Order of Battle)
to Annex A (Intelligence) to Operation Order 340-65.

(2) Reinforcements. Reinforcements of the local and guerrilla
force units within the area of operation is not anticipated.

(3) Combat Efficiency. Training and general efficiency of the

Vict Cong forces in the area is fair. What the individual lacks
in maksmanship tibhining and tactical manuevering is countered by
his courage, initiative and patience. The morale of local and

guerrilla force personnel can be considered to be poor as a result
of the lack of food and medical supplies, poor'living conditions,
continuous movement and the ever present danger of air and artill-
cry.

C. Disposition. See Tab A (Enemy Situation Overlay)

A11 CONFIDENTIAL
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(1) 'Lhr; V.:.CG (..):>1?, possess a var:tct,y of Rm(lll ~'ms r.'tnd.c lCl,rail­
:.lllc t~1.!(y~r,}j tk:i.:r no:rmal e'J.ppl~::r"Ct:'n'·(J:3( ,:'pprc:X i.71[lt:"lly 2~% of 
tP.c 1,;<' V''';:.' ,f; :~'i rd,:1.:rc; t;;(; 1;' 'v:1J;'1 :~".l1,0 '~h:' hnudn ~f t ~1C. '~.' (' t Cong 
nrc (i "O,lr"'.1D"L8c Oh:i.no'lt,3 r:lc~:n:'(,":t'i.1.i'G~ In, [dr1:iV.on,t'hc V:i.et Cong 
hrw s ap+,l.::'0 d many we opons oflihc- AR\iJ.! and 1;5 for~ ti. T':1c large st 
pc::r:,'n-l,r,er: of weapon::; arc tho CHlOe)'! K-50, ? (l6'2rrm T'JOrl~Jicc1, on 
au.t0n;o4.~c \JGopon, the Rt'sSian ond Chh:",?8C ?,.(;:~ cE)'birJ,cs @d m 
>,.. ~ r 1 .. ": ~ c: i. 

~::,) C:(I't,~ served weopons aro indicatc:d on Lj)~.ICDd:,x 2 (En'JL:Y 
Orc~r o:C B,d,tlc) t.o ]lDncx 11. (Intclligc.1cc) to VJC';''1tjon (J,'oe;r. 

3hoo.A)r 

(1) Sec INTSm1's issllc;d by this headquarters" 

(2) Viet Cong units continue to infiltrntc '0ho rX(AdG 'NOR 
in small group movements. 

(3) The cncr:w is crrploying harassment toc~~iCE. 

(4) Tho Viet Cong is lOCating suppl¥ and haJ'boY'ing sites 
forwam. 

(5) '!ho enemy is attempting to harvest the rice and obtain 
rice through taxr:i1ion of the local populaoe. '!hey ere also in­
volved with the obtainment of medical supplies. 

f. logistics Considerations. The Viet Cong do not have sufficient 
supplies for thc1r present needs. '!he shortage of arrrnunition" 
food and medical supplies is of primary concern to them. These 
items arc not rc adlly avalablc to them. 

g. Peculiarities and Weaknessess • ., ... . 

(1) Personnel. Replacement of personnel is a major Viet Cong 
porsonnel problem. Low morale and sickness plague the ranks of 
the local and guerrilla forcos. 

£,9 .It! IDE N T I A L 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

3d EathelionCONFIDNTIAI
DAMING

196510.200.

d. Arms and Armoment.

(1) the Vict Gong possess a variety of small arms made avail-
able through their normal supply charnels, Approximately 24% of
the This upons finding their way into the hands of the Wet Cong
are (I Comunist Chinese resourcenture, In addition, the Viet Cong
have captured many we apons of the ARVN and US forces, The largest
percentiage of wcapons are the CHICOM K-50, 7.62mm modified, an
automotic weapon, the Russian and Chinese 7.62 carbines and US
M

(2) Grow served weapons are indicated on Appendix 2 (Energy

Order o: Battle) to Annex A (Intelligence) to Operation Order

340-65.

C. Recent and Present Activities.

(1) Sec INTSUM's issued by this headquarters,

(2) Vict Cong units continue to infiltrate the ILANGNG TAOR
in small group movements.

(3) The enemy is employing harassment tactics,

(4) The Vict Cong is locating supply and harboring sites

forward.

(5) The cnemy is attempting to harvcst the rice and obtain
rice through taxtion of the local populacc. They are also in-
volved with the obtainment of medical supplies.

f. Logistics Considerations. The Vict Cong do not have sufficient

supplies for their present needs. The shortage of ammunition,
food and medical supplies is of primary concern to them. Those

items are not readily avalable to them.

g. Peculiarities and Weaknessess.

(1) Personnel. Replacement of personnel is a major Vict Cong
personnel problem. Low morale and sickness plague the ranks of
the local and gucrrilla forces.
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(2) Intclli[~encc. The Viet Cong have sufficient numbers of 
syrtq:lothizcrs inti1C nrc of operations to provide them ,nth !ll1 

early warnine system of the approach, movement, strength and 
equipment of Marine units cng age d in tJ.le op er ntion. The ir source s 
of information involve the usc of women and young chilc~cn. 

(3) Qpcrotions. The Viet Cong :.m:; presently crrploying a qUDsi 
dcfcnsivePoSturc'" The use of villoge s ;o;"d hamlets vnthin tJ.1C 
area as bases of operntions hns been ~0ported. Indications arc 
th~t the Viet Cong will not errploy [l 8 ~,tHj~.on&y defense ng ainst 
an attack by Harines, they will, however tl~tCmpt to engage an 
enemy in D series of IItriangle" mnbushcs. 

(4) weistics. Present available supplies arc considered to be 
inodcquntc. ~crc is no im~cdiatc relicf to the supply problems 
facine the Viet Cbng in the Df.wf~G arc a of opGrotions. 

h. !~~:s~.t_~n.c~~l~5'i~~~ng F()r~. None bclicvcu to be avail­
able. 

P,. Enemy Situation Ovo rl~y 

{?kLl..02~ 
R. R. ViiN CLEVE 

LicutGnant Colonel, D. S. Horine Corps 
Cornmanding 

DISTRIBUTION: Same [IS Opel"ation Order 340-6.5 
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(2) Intelligence. The Vict Cong have sufficient numbers of
sympathizors in the are of operations to provide them with an
carly warning system of the approach, movement, strength and
equipment of Marinc units engaged in the opcration. Their sources
of information involve the uso of women and young children.

(3) Operations. The Vict Cong are presently employing a quasi
defensivo posture, The usc of villages and hanlots within the
area as bases of operations has been reported. Indications are
that the Vict Cong will not employ a stationary defense against
an attack by Marincs, they will, however attempt to engage an
enemy in a scrics of "triangle" ambushes.

(4) Logistics. Present available supplies are considered to bc
inadequate. There is no immodiate relicf to the supply problems
facing the Vict Cong in the DANANG arc a of operations.

h. Assistance From Neighboring Forces. None believed to be avail-
able.

R.R.U.n Clur
R. R. VAN CLEVE

Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
Commanding

TAB:

A. Enemy Situation Overlay

DISTRIBUTION: Same as Operation Order 340-65
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Appendix 2 (Enemy OX'::lcr of Blittle) to Annex 11 (Intelligence) to 
Opel'ation Or(1.r.:r. :,L1C)..6) 

Ref: None 

Time Zone: H 

r,r,nRR 01:' )iI.l'TI}£ _.,.J .. __ ._ ........ _ .. ,_ ,_~ 

Q.N}.!: o gl· T.l~9l:!. ~ QI1!JH: 3~'tENCH'E~ ?:~~lE!\I ~1) ~4Rf\.~1 ,--..., ..... . -...... "'--...... 

OON1'1JHED -.... ,.". .,.' ... --.. -.... 
H .. JA CO 11'1'9266 NGUYBN DOll 150 2-6ornm MortClr None 

7-M's 
l .. lMG 

,3O-SI1G 

'p j{)Oj'Jl.Jl~ --., ,-....... ...-.... 
V .. IS CO Arre46~. UNK UNK UNI\ P;nginc or Dc 

Q-16 Co 1.~668 UNK UNK UNK liolr 

604th Re g AT8670 UNK UNK UNK Nooc 

I37th Bn 1Ire969 UNK UNK UNK None 

DucLop Co 1\ T8971 UNK UNK UNK None 

Quen Tin 
Bn JIT8L78 UNK UNK UNK Nom 

POSSIBLE --
U/X Co AT867, UNK UNK UNK f None 

U/l Co liT8970 ~H~QEN QUlING 
UNK UNK 

Element of 
20, Eng En 

U/l Co Ji.'l6769 NGUYEN WONG UNK I-60mn Mortar None 
l .. IMG 
1 .. AN/PRC1O 

11-2 .. 1 CONFIDEN TI AL . 
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Appendix 2 (Enemy Order of Battle) to Annex A (Intelligence) to
Operation Order 340.65

Rcf: Nonc

Time Zonc: H

ORDER OF BATTLE

UNIT: LOCATION: CMUK: STRINGIH: DOPIPMENT: REMARKS:

CONFIRMED

H-41 Co AT9266 NGUYEN DOA 150 2-60mm Mortar None
7-AR's
1-IMG
30-SMG

PROBARES

V-15 Co ATC464 UNK UNK UNK Engineer Gc

0-16 Co AT8668 UNK UNK UNK None

604th Rcg AT8670 UNK UNK UNK None

137th Bn AT8969 UNK UNK UNK None

DucLop Co AT8971 UNK UNK UNK None

Quan Tin
AT8478Bn UNK UNK UNK None

POSSIBLE

1 NoneU/I Co AT8675 UNK UNK UNK

U/I Co AT8970 NGUYEN QUANG Element ofCHAO UNK UNK
205 Eng Bn

U/I Co AT8769 1-60mm Mortar NoncNGUYEN TUONG UNK
1-IMG

1-AN/PRC10

A-2-1 CONFIDENTIAL
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1. St:rengt::t.')" v;c npons and conmandcrs arc v!)!'i.')blcs subject to a 
wide vod cty of con(U t tone;; nonG arc consiclc ::"cd firm. 

Ck" JQ;".~ ~-.~. VlJJ CLEVE 
Liot'tsnDnt Qnloncl. U. S. Morine O:::>11's 

Comrr.nnding 
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1. Strengths, weapons and commanders are variables subject to a
wide variety of conditions; none are considered firm.

Fak
Jam Clus

R. R. VAN CLEVE
Lieutenant Colonel. U. S. Marine Corps

Commanding

DISTRIBUTION: Same as Operation Order 340.65
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DANIING, RVN 
101l00H Ootober 1965 

Appondix J (Astronomic{)l Data and Woathor SU1ll'I1aI'Y) to Annex A 
(Intelligence) to Operation o roc r 340-65 

Ref: None 

Time Zone: H 

1. ASTRONOMICAL DATA. 
rz. .... ... 

DAN lING 

DATE: H1NT: EtmT: SRISE: SSET: BI!NT: EENT: MR: .l1§l MPHlISE: -- -- --
18Oct6S 0554 0617 0640 1625 18W 1911 0013 1347 1/4 
190ct65 0554 0617 0640 1824 1847 1910 Ol.t1 1439 1/4 
200ct65 0554 0617 0640 1823 1846 1909 0219 1$29 1/4 
210ct65 05$4 0617 0640 182,3 1846 190; 0320 1614 rtylt 
220ct65 0555 0618 0641 1822 1845 1908 ~ **** Now 
2))ct65 0555 0618 061.Jl 1822 1845 1908 HH **il* NNcrw 
240ct65 0556 0619 06L2 182,3 1846 1909 -:',"*** iHHHr New 
2Soct65 0556 0619 0642 1823 1846 1909 *''** *,':-iHr New 
26Oct65 0557 0619 06L2 1823 1846 1909 ~HH~·)\o 'It·itK-llo New 
270ct65 0557 0620 0643 1822 1845 1908 0859 2029 l\1(;w 

28oct65 0557 0620 0643 1822 1845 1908 0956 2118 New 
290ct65 0557 0620 0643 1822 1845 1908 1051 2209 New 
300ct65 0557 0620 061/3 1822 1845 1908 114~ 2300 New 
31Oct65 0558 0621 0644 182) 18L.6 1909 12.33 235.3 New 

2. WEATHER SUMMARY. 

a. PX()sipi tation. October marks the mi.dd1e of the rainy season in the 
DAN1~G area. Precipitation will occur pr1mari~ in the form of showers 
and thunderstorms during the afternoon end early evening. These showers 
are generally intense and of short duration. They mE\)' be accompanied by 
severe squalls. It is antiCipated that rain will prevail during the IYJlr." 

dod' of tbhc""Opcl'lDtton; :libs01uto maximum rainfall for a t'ttronty-four hour 
period will not oxcoed 11.0 inches. 

b. ViSibili~\. A deterioration of visibility will be evidenced during 
the mon£li or 00 obert During the month" haze aloft begins to oocur with 
frequonoy" resulting in poor e.1r to ground visibility from altitudes of 
),,000 to 5,000 feet, Poor visibility in fog will occur in the highlands 
of DANllNG during 0 arly morning hours. A prolongod period of driZZle or 
light ra.in and widoBpl:'Cad fOB, dcscrib~d as thc ll crachin"" will begin to 
occur dtU'ing the latter part of October. '!he "crachin" is characterizod 
by low oeilings whioh quicl~ and greatlY reduce Visibility, genorally 
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Appondix 3 (Astronomical Data and Weather Summary) to Annox A
(Intelligence) to Operation Order 340-65

Rcf: None

Timo Zone: H

1. ASTRONOMICAL DATA.

DANANG

DATE: EMNT: SRISE:BMNT: SSET: BENT: EENT: MR: MPHASE:MS:

1/418250617 1848 134706400554 1911 0013180ct65
18471824 1/4143906400617 011719100554190ct65
1846 1/418230640 15290617 021919090554200ct65

11/41846 1614182306400617 1909 03200554210ct65
18451822 1908064106180555220ct65 Now**** ****

19081822 184506410618230ct65 0555 **** Now****
184618230642 190906190556240ct65 New**** ****
18460642 1823 190906190556 New250ct65 **** ****
184606L2 1823 19090619 New260ct65 0557

0859 20291845 19080643 18220620 New270ct65 0557
211809561908 New1845182206430620280ct65 0557

1051 New22091845 19080643 18220620290ct65 0557
1144 2300 New190818450613 182206200557300ct65

2353 New1846 12330644 1823 19090621055831Oct65

2. WEATHER SUMMARY.

8. Prosipitation. October marks the middle of the rainy season in the
DANANG arca. Procipitation will occur primarily in the form of showers
and thunderstorms during the afternoon and early evening. These showers
are generally intense and of short duration. They may be accompanied by
severe squalls. It is anticipated that rain will prevail during the per-
dod'of the +operation. Absolute maximum rainfall for a twenty-four hour
period will not excoed 11.0 inchos.

b. Visibility. A deterioration of visibility will be evidenced during
the month of October. During the month, haze aloft begins to occur with

frequency, resulting in poor air to ground visibility from altitudes of

3,000 to 5,000 fect. Poor visibility in fog will occur in the highlands
of DANANG during early morning hours. A prolonged period of drizzle or

light rain and widospread fog, doscribed as the"crachin", will begin to
occur during the latter part of October. The "crachin" is characterized
by low coilings which quickly and greatly reduce visibility, generally

CONFIDENTIALA-3-1
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below 2 miles and froqucntly below i mile. The "oraohin" weather will 
occQsionnllY be found far up tho windward elopes of higher torrain 
and far up the ri w r valley. 

o. Surface Winds. Ootober marks tho boginning of tho No~thcast monsoon. 
The provailing row lovel flow during this month is Hortha ostorly. Winds 
in the DANANO seotor wUl be variable from the North, NOl,lth~st and 
Eest. 

d. TC!!J>0ratUr~. 'lho average daily temperature during the month of 
octob~r win be 78 degrees. High tc~or<l'b.lro o.U.l'~.r.g the month will 
not exceed 97 degrees. 'lho~l.t1w 59 degrees .. RC'l:r;·,;i.vc humidity wUl ro. 
main high. Tb::: highest relative humidlty will occ:ur during the early 
morning hours, or just ottor a rainflhowor. Iowar hurr.Lc.~ty normally 
occurs during the afternoon hours. 

C'I'~",'> I. /")'). K' "\ f/. ... : ,'.,. ~~ 
R. R. Vf.N CI1~VE 

Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps 
Cornrntlnding 

DIsmIBUTION: Sarne as Opera t10n 0:rder 340 .. 65 
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below 2 miles and frequently below
1/2 milc. The "crachin" weather will

occasionally be found far up the windward slopes of higher torrain
and far up the river valley.

c. Surface Winds. October marks the beginning of tho Northcast monsoon.
The provailing low level flow during this month is Northcastorly, Winds
in the DAN ANG sector will bc variable from the North, Northwest and
East.

d. Temperature. The average daily tempcrature during the month of
Octobor will bc 78 degrecs. High temporature during the month will
not exceed 97 degrees. The dow 59 degrees. Relative humidity will rc-
main high. The highest relative humidity will occur during the carly
morning hours, or just after a rainshower. Lower humidity normally
occurs during the afternoon hours.

ERVinCle
R. R. VAN CLEVE

Licutonant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION: Same as Operation Order 340-65
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J\ppcndix L (Terrain l111~lysis) to Jnnex J, (Int.":Uil!cJ:\flC) to Operation 
Orde r 3L.o..65 

Ref: ~~: Sheets, 6SS9 II; 6>58 I; 6659 III; 6658 IVJ 

Time Zone: H 

1. GE~ll..1.~J?~§g}~f ~t1 ~~.9! _~.~~_ tHEll t 

a. ~'C>trapb;\,". Refer to Tl'lb Ji (Terrain and Tx1cdJ J~,tJD~'":"·8:tS: 
~vcrlay • 

(1) !~rca, A. Con~ists of plaj,nB, l'nt,h slope::: of J.l:.~f.~ t,han lO/~. 
Li. ttlc grass, 'Wah {-,hin shruuf> nn-l ~"'r!tt.C' l'Cd tr.xec,. At' 1'I~v,dJcd land 
which includes tl f":l,T i'~.CC :f'icJds ~in(l t':ti,n hcclgc;~.·(>m 0 f f;~XU')fl and trc cs. 
A small clustoring of G:t'n',rc moundH E''Y.'C pJ'C: S~·l~t. tn th'] 0'.'(' 'l., Soils arc 
commonly firm, but mJr'~! cll..1l"tng nnd :Cal' t,;.:o '\;o three ,l~ys f)no~,.n.ng 
r nins of fln inch or rr,oX'c. ilicc ficJ.ds 1n the: DCC 1.1 .:re or!ly firrrl duM.ng 
nnJ iITU1lcr1iAtcly following the hr>rvcst. 

(2) Area B. Nearly flot s~nd'y p~.Qins l,r:L"l 101{t nrrrow marshes 
llnd small wct dcPrc saions. Slope s in this a:r'0 u t!~C gcn().rally less 
thon 10%. Dense to sparse shrubs, Scattered riccf"..cJ,'is nl'C l,)cnt,cd 
adjMcnt to the marshes ond in the depressions. l,'jUJ1lCl'01.1S grave mounds. 
Soils nrc moderlltcly firm, but miry during <1nd bI'~:; fly it llulfing r ~ins 
of onc inch or morc. Riceficlds arc firm onl.v durinf: Im~~ imncdintcly 
followine the hnrvest, HArshcs and depressions arc perennially miry. 

(3) J\~f.l C, Consists of paddy lond with tI notwork of deep, steep 
br1nkcd strc.iriS;-c3nals ond ditches. Riocficlds in the nrc II arc separated 
by earth dikes one or two feet high. There arc some rond embankments. 
Numerous settlements with houses surrounded by thick hedges of shrubs 
nnd trees. There arc many clusters. of closcl,y sp~ccd grnvc mounds in 
the viCinity of the villl.'lgcs, Soils orc flooded and miry most of the 
time; firm 1 to 2 months following the rice harvest, which stnrt.ccl in 
Septomber. Conclitions Df odjacent rice paddies is dependent upon the 
typo of tHlngc pr3cticc followed, 

(L.) .\rcCi D. Forested hills md plains with closely spaced trees, 
entwined with 'Woody vines and d.onso underGrowth. There; arc some areas 
of thick shrubs, Numerous nnrrow, steep wDllcd valleys, Gorges and 
rovincs present. 
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Appendix 4 (Terrain Analysis) to Annox L (Intelligence) to Operation
Order 340-65

Rcf: None: Shoots, 6559 II; 6558 I; 6659 III; 6658 IV,

Timc Zone: H

1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE AREA.

a. Copography. Refer to Tab A (Torrain and Trail analysis
(vcrlay).

(1) Arca A. Consists of plains, with slopes of less than 10%
Little grass, with thin shrubs and scattered trees, activated land
which includes a for ricefields and thin hedgerous of shrubs and trees.
A small clustering of grave mounds are present in the area, Soils are

commonly firm, but miny during and for two to three ieys following
rains of an inch or more. Ricefields in the arca are only firm during
and immediately following the harvest.

(2) Arca B. Nearly flat sandy plains with long narrow marshcs
and small wct depressions. Slopes in this area are generally loss
than 10% Donsc to sparsc shrubs. Scattered riccffcids arc located
adjaccnt to the marshcs and in the depressions. Numorous grave mounds.
Soils are moderatcly firm, but miry during and briefly following rains
of one inch or more. Riccfields arc firm only during and immodintcly
following the harvest. Marshcs and depressions arc peronnially miry.

(3) Aroa C. Consists of paddy land with a notwork of doop, stoop
banked stroams, canals and ditches. Ricoficlds in the arca are separated
by carth dikos one or two feet high. There are some road embankments.
Numcrous settlements with houses surrounded by thick hedges of shrubs
and trccs. There are many clusters of closely spaced grave mounds in
the vicinity of the villages, Soils arc flooded and miry most of the

timo; firm 1 to 2 months following the ricc harvest, which started in

September. Conditions af adjacent rice paddies is dependent upon the

type of tillage practice followed.

(4) Arca D. Forested hills and plains with closely spaced trees,
entwincd with woody vincs and dense undergrowth. There are some arcas

of thick shrubs. Numerous narrow, stoop walled valleys, gorges and

ravincs present.

CONFIDENTIALA-4-1

DECLASSIFIED



• • CONFi.DbNTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 3d Reconnaissance Battalion 
D1lNl~m, RIM 
lOl200H October 1965 

(S) Area E. Mountains and roc~ hills. This arca oonsists of 
highly dissected land and rough surfacos. '!he terrain is comnonly 
forested; rocky hUls, however, arc sparsely woodccl. Thero arc nu­
merous narrow, steep walled valleys, gorges and ravines located in 
the area. 

2. MILITAffi ASPECTS OF '!HE AREA. 

a. Obstacles. 

(l) Area A. FAlR moveroont for trucks and tanks when the ground 
1s firm, Sccoming UNSUI TABLE for trucks and POOR for tanks when . 
the 60il is miry. General movement is hindered by grave mounds, 
hedgerows, trecs and riceficlds. Foot troop moveIOOnt 1s only slight­
ly hindered by scrub, but is slowed in the flooded rioefields. 

(2) 1\1\3<1 B. <k>ndit1ons are POOR for trucks and F!llR for tanks 
when thG ground is firm, becoming UN SUI TJ.BLE for trucks and POOR 
tor tanks when the soil is miry. Movement of trucks through the 
cultivated and grassy areas is tortuous. Taru{s are mainly hindered 
by i'orests and hedges. General movement in tho rice fields is only 
feasible when the ground is firm. Foot troops arc hindered by the 
thick scrub, forests and flooded ricefiolds. 

(3) Area. C. UNSUITABLE for trucks and tanks. becoming POOR when 
the ground is firm. Movement 1s severly compartmented by stl.'eams, 
canals and. ditches. Trucks are hindered by dikes and roael err.bank .. 
ments and by the hedges in and around the settlezoonts. Grave mounds 
are obstacles to general movement. Foot troops will be slowed by 
scrub and dense for~sts. 

(4) Area D. UNSUITABLE for trucks and tanks. MovemGnt is pro­
cluded oy c:Losel\y" spaced trees, Fbot troop novsment is difficult 
through undergrowth and scrub. 

(5) Area E. UNSUITABLE for trucks and tffflks. Movement is pre. 
cluded by ~ slopes and rough, h(l~vily vegated eurfaces. Move­
ment of foot troops will be extrernel:y slow, due. to rough surfaces, 
heovily vegatated are as and ~ slopes •...... ,. 

b. Caver and Canoe alm:r:t. 
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(5) Area E. Mountains and rocky hills. This area consists of
highly dissected land and rough surfaces. The terrain is commonly
forested; rocky hills, however, are sparsoly wooded. There are nu-
merous narrow, steep walled valleys, gorges and ravincs located in
the area.

2. MILITARY ASPECTS OF THE AREA.

a. Obstacles.

(1) Area A. FAIR movement for trucks and tanks when the ground
is firm, becoming UNSUITABLE for trucks and POOR for tanks when
the soil is miry. General movement is hindered by grave mounds,
hedgerows, trees and ricefields, Foot troop movement is only slight-
ly hindered by scrub, but is slowed in the flooded ricefields.

(2) Area B. Conditions are POOR for trucks and FAIR for tanks
when the ground is firm, becoming UNSUITABLE for trucks and POOR
for tanks when the soil is miry. Movement of trucks through the

cultivated and grassy areas is tortuous. Tanks are mainly hindered

by forests and hedges. General movement in the ricefields is only
feasible when the ground is firm. Foot troops are hindered by the
thick scrub, forests and flooded ricefields.

(3) Area C. UNSUITABLE for trucks and tanks, becoming POOR when
the ground is firm. Movement is severly compartmented by streams,
canals and ditches. Trucks are hindered by dikes and road embank-
ments and by the hedges in and around the settlements. Grave mounds
are obstacles to general movement. Foot troops will be slowed by
scrub and dense forests.

(4) Area D. UNSUITABLE for trucks and tanks. Movement is pre-
cluded by closely spaced trees, Foot troop movement is difficult

through undergrowth and scrub.

(5) Area E. UNSUITABLE for trucks and tanks. Movement is pre-
cluded by steam slopes and rough, heavily vegated surfaces. Move-
ment of foot troops will be extremely slow, due to rough surfaces,
heavily vegatated areas and steep slopes.

b. Cover and Concealment.
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(1) Area A. Vjrtulllly no cover. 1I'>c1:11 COVBX' from flat trajectory tire i fl -ai''i·orde d by the gr ave mounds j.n the are a.. Conce alrnot')t from the air is v:i.:r.'~ually non existant foX' either vehicles and personnel, except for that provided b,y the hedgorows. POOR concecilmen~ of per­sonnel from ground observation afforded b.Y grave mounds and hedgerows. Virtually no concealrrent from ground observation for vehi,clos. 

(2) £:.~.a ~ •• IOOR cover from flat trajectory weapons atfordod by stroam banks and 6\U'face irregularities. FAIR concealment of personnel and vehicles from air and ground observation is afford~d by fvr8sts, scrubs and hedges, Stream bankR, houseR and surface irregularities provide some conce alment of personnol f:.."Om ground obsoY.'vat,~,on(l 

(3) Area, C. Virtually no cover available. There is tomo covor from flat tra3ectory fire afforded by grave meunds, road embankments, dikos and the steep banks of streams" canals and di.tohes. R:>0R concealment of personnel from ground observation by houses" hedges" [".rave llx>unds, dikes, banks of streams and ditches, Virtual~ no concealment for vehicles from air or ground observation. 

(4) Jiree D. FAIR to roOD cover from flat trajectory we~ons is provide a "6y steep walls of vlllleys and ravines. GOOD concealment of vehicles and personnel from air observation is provided b.Y a forest oanopy, GOOD concealment from ground observation is afforded by the denso undergrowth and scrub. 

(» Area E. ODOD cover trom flat trajectory fire afforded by steep s10pes and walls of ravines" gorges and valleys. VERY roOD concealment from air observation is provided by a high, dense forest canopy. FAIR to roOD concealment from ground observation by undergrowth and scrub. roOR conceDlment on sparse~ forested hills. 

c. Avenues of Approach. See 

TABs -

/.,' ;~~J .~) 
Tab A (Terrain and TrSK:ll A,M., lysis) 

K/ "jVv,/",- (-!§hJZ-
R.R. VAN CLEVE 

Lieutenant o:>lonel, U. S. Marine Corps 
Commanding 

A. 1.\)rrain and TraU AnaliYsis OverlaY 

DISTRIBUTION: Sarne as Operation Order 340-65 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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(1) Area A. Virtually no cover. Local cover from flat trajectoryfire is afforded by the grave mounds in the area, Concealment fromthe air is virtually non existant for either vehicles and personnel,except for that provided by the hedgerows. POOR concealment ofsonnel from ground observation afforded by grave mounds and hedgerows.
per-

Virtually no concealment from ground observation for vehicles.

(2) Area B. POOR cover from flat trajectory we apons afforded bystream banks and surface irregularities. FAIR concealment of personneland vehicles from air and ground observation is afforded by forests,scrubs and hedges, Stream banks, house and surface irregularitiesprovide some conce alment of personnel from ground observation.

(3) Area C. Virtually no cover available. There is como cover fromflat trajectory fire afforded by grave mounds, road embankments, dikesand the steep banks of streams, canals and ditches. POOR conce almentof personnel from ground observation by houses, hedges, grave mounds,dikes, banks of streams and ditches. Virtually no concealment forvehicles from air or ground observation.

(4) Area D. FAIR to GOOD cover from flat trajectory we apons isprovided by steep walls of valleys and ravines. GOOD concealment ofvehicles and personnel from air observation is provided by a forestcanopy. GOOD concealment from ground observation is afforded by thedenso undergrowth and scrub.

(5) Area E. GOOD cover from flat trajectory fire afforded by steepslopes and walls of ravines, gorges and valleys. VERY GOOD concealmentfrom air observation is provided by a high, dense forest canopy. FAIRto GOOD concealment from ground observation by undergrowth and scrub.POOR concealment on sparsely forested hills.

C. Avenues of Approach. See Tab A (Terrain and Trail Analysis)

RRUm Clue
R. R. VAN CLEVE

Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
CommandingTAB:

A. Terrain and Trail Analysis Overlay

DISTRIBUTION: Same as Operation Order 340-65
CONFIDENTIAL
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3d Reco.nna.is~nna Battalion 
DA NANG, RVN 

Annex C (Fire Support) to OpO ).4G-65 132400H October 1965 

Ref: (~) Map: INDUCHlNA, 1: 5O~OOo, IIM.C\! SA'!":! on J:~. gh~. ~(~e IV 

Time Zone: HurEL 

a, ~e.mY Force!!, See current INTSUM's. 

b, Ert~nclJ.Y Foro~@. Current 6I'SUhls~ 

2. MISSIQij. Air and artillery will provide close supporting fires fo!, 3d 
Reoonnaissance Battalion in aren of operation. 

3, EXECUl'ION. 

a. FSCe,.3d Marines will ooordinate all supporting fire. 

b. All requests for artillery fire, close air support, helo resupply and 
lIled evacs will be unde through FSCC, 3d Ma.rinas. 

c. Requests will be ll'£l.de wherever possible by ntt..·.:..ohofi FO or FAC Teams; 
reot)nnaissance personnel will be prepared to call and nil..juflt, fires. 

d. If an air strike is requested and apprc>ved, the Ul,it l·OC\\1I\,,~t.:I ng the 
mission will iisplay a single red panel at its position when airo .... Clt;"t!. '.,..q 
on station. 

4. ADMIN1§TB&TIU!y ANll LQgIQTIC~. See Ope~tion Order 3t.O ... 65. 

5. CuMMAND AND CQHMUNICA'l'ION§"i~ROIUCS. S.tte QPeXjJ.tion Ol'dor 3~-65. 
, ".h., ~l f 

Appendix 

,i·/~ ;< 
'R~ R. VAN CLEVE 

/./ /,. 
,.,/ ... ---.. 

Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps 
COIlllM.nding 

I-Fire Support Overlay to Annex C (Fire Support) to Operation Order ,340-65. 

DISTRIBurIONs Operation Order 3ljO-65 
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Copy 18 of 35 copies
3d Reconnaisyance Battalion
DA NANG, RVN
132400H October 1965Annex C (Fire Support) to OpO 340-65

Ref: (a) Map: INDOCHINA, 1:50,000, AMS2 Serion 1702. Show, 4658 IV
Time Zone: HOTEL

1. SITUATION.

a. Enemy Forces. See current INTSUM's.

b. Friendly Forces. Current OPSUM's.

2. MISSION. Air and artillery will provide close supporting fires for 3d
Reconnaissance Battalion in area of operation.

3. EXECUTION.

a. FSCC, 3d Marines will coordinate all supporting fire.

b. All requests for artillery fire, close air support, helo resupply and
med evacs will be made through FSCC, 3d Marines.

C. Requests will be made wherever possible by attached FO or FAC Teams;
reconnaissance personnel will be prepared to call and adjunt fires.

d. If an air strike is requested and approved, the unit requesting the
mission will display a single red panel at its position when aircraft "mg
on station.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS. See Operation Order 340-65.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS-ELECTRONICS. See Operation Order 340-65.

R. R. VAN CLEVE
Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps

Commanding
Appendix

1-Fire Support Overlay to Annex C (Fire Support) to Operation Order 340-65.

DISTRIBUTION: Operation Order 340-65
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3d Reconnaissnnne Bnt.t.nlion 
DA NANG, RVN 

AnneX C (Fire Support) to OpO lAO-65 
13240011 OctobeJ:' ]<:)65 

Ref; (cd M'lp: INDUCHlNA J 1!5O)000, AMS! 

T 1100 Zono: HetrEL 

a. Enemy Forces. See current INTSUM'ss 

b. Friendly Forces. Ourrent aI'SUM's. 

2. MIS§IQN. Air and artillery will prov:i.de close supporting fires for 3d 

Reconnaissance Battalion in area of operation. 

3. liIKECUTION. 

a. FSCC, 3d Marines will coordinate all supportin.g fire. 

b. All requests for artillery fire, cl066 air support, helo rooupply and 

med evacs will be nade through FSOO, 3d Marines. 

c. Requests will be nnde wherever possible by att~~hed. FO or Fi~C Teams; 

reconnaissance personnel wiU be prepared to call and <).c'I.;i'\1~.t fires. 

d. If an air strike 1s requested and approved, the unit X'cqyq.,qt.j ng the 

mission will tisplny n single red panel at its position when aircl:"Of'e ... ~ 

on station. 

4. ADM1IHSl'MTIUN AND lm'ISTICS. See ope~tion Order 31!J-65. 

5. PUMMAND AND COMMUN~CATIONS-~Ql'RQ1'UgS. S~e Opeljation Order 3",-65. 
"~'''''. i,l .,4 •• 

i .' ,I' ," t 

Awendix 

! '/ ,/. /. 
, \.!/ .. " , .' , ... ,. --' 
. R. R. VAN CLEVE 

Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps 
Ool'tlIllUnding 

I-Fire Support Uverlay to Annex a (Fire Support) to Operation Order 340-65. 
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DA NANG, RVN
132400H October 1965

Annex C (Fire Support) to OpQ 340-65

Ref: (a) Map: INDOCHINA, 1:50,000, AMS: Sorion 1701. 6658 IV

Time Zone: HOTEL

1. SITUATION.

a. Enemy Forces. See current INTSUM's.

b. Friendly Forces. Current OPSUM's.

2. MISSION. Air and artillery will provide close supporting fires for 3d

Reconnaissance Battalion in area of operation,

3. EXECUTION.

a. FSCC, 3d Marines will coordinate all supporting fire.

b. All requests for artillery fire, close air support, helo resupply and

med evacs will be made through FSCC, 3d Marines.

C. Requests will be made wherever possible by attached FO or FAC Teams;

reconnaissance personnel will be prepared to call and adjust fires.

d. If an air strike is requested and approved, the unit requesting the

mission will display a single red panel at its position when aircraft are

on station.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS. See Operation Order 340-65.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS-ELECTRONICS See Operation Order 340-65.

R. R. VAN CLEVE
Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps

Commanding

Appendix

1--Fire Support Overlay to Annex C (Fire Support) to Operation Order 340-65.

DISTRIBUTION: Operation Order 340-65
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DA Nt\:~G, RVN 
,24J,7qoH October 1965 

DESIGNATIQN OF PATROL: 3d ReoonnaiSse.noe Bn. Operat!nn Tr8.11- Blazer 

I,MAPS: Vietnam, 1150,000, Sheet No. 6,658 IV, Serf ~7ql' 

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF 'PATRbLI 3d Reconnaissanoe Iln. ,(-) H&S Cn. (-) 
Co. D, Cn. C (-) FO !'$am and FAO Team. " 

2. MISSION: .3d Reconnaissanoe Bn. (-) nn nrder, reoonnoiter the traU net­
work to Incate the entrance and egress routes to HapPY' Valley and the 
Dh NANG TAlJR from the Southwest. 

:3. TIME UF DEPARTURE, l81900H - ootober 1965 

4. TIME OF RETURN: 2416JOH - Octnber 1965 

5. RUUl'E: Refer to Uperation Order 340-65 

2QWmo 

6. OBSERVATIONS ... ENEMY AND TERRAINI 

(1) At 191:300H (AT 8'16255). 00. 0, whUe oooupying hill 42:3 looated 
numerous panji stakes on the military and topographical crest. straw 
hats whioh had been previoUlly found alnng th~s trail by a 
previnus:patrnl were no longer there except tf'lr 3 nr 4, which in­
dicated the VC had recently usod this trail oonplex. 

(2) At 19l1~OH (AT 8556:33). The pnint of On. a al"rived at a stream 
and trail junction. At thatpnint,a va with an 8.utollfltic weapon 
fired at the point frnma di'ta~c~ nf 30 meters 1nf11oting nn 
casualties. The point iJnmedlateJ.y returned the f11"e, but the VC 
fled. I t is bel:1eved thel"e 'lfA1 have been two va 1netead of one. 
Blood stains were found in thevioinitY' of wher~ the va had fired 
from. Near the vioinity or the stream (AT 855633) 20 bundles of 
panj1 stokes were found. The stakes were 1 inche in diameter. 
l8 inohes in length and made of wood,They weresbarpenedat both 
ends. Eaoh bundle oontained approxlnntely l.5stalces toil bundle. 

(:3) At 19l:300H (AT 8;1634). Co. a, found a va check point at these 
ooordinates. Numerous fighting holes were located around the check 
point. The ch&ok point hut wns approxiJl1).tely 8 X 6 X 6 feet oon-
Iiltructed ot saplings, ba.mboo,aod thatohed with grass. No va were 
found in the area. 

(4) At 22l000H (AT 828628). One sqUAd fr(\m 00. a, found 6 huts in twn 
different locations. Eaoh looatinn oontained :3 huts. These huts 
were constructed of sapllngs, vines, and thatohed with grass. 
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3d Reconnaissance Bn.
DA NANG, RVN
2417QOH October 1965

PATROL REPORT

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: 3d Reconnaissance Bn. Operation Trail- Blazer

MAPS: Vietnam, 1:50,000, Sheet No. 6658 IV, Ser. L-701

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: 3d Reconnaissance Bn. (-) H&S Co. (-)
Cn. D, Cn. C (-) FO Team and FAC Team.

2. MISSION: 3d Reconnaissance Bn. (-) on order, reconnoiter the trail net-
work tn locate the entrance and egresa routes tn Happy Valley and the
DA NANG TAOR from the Southwest.

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 181900H - October 1965

4. TIME OF RETURN: 241630H - October 1965

5. ROUTE: Refer tn Operation Order 340-65

COMPANY C

6. OBSERVATIONS - ENEMY AND TERRAIN:

(1) At 191300H (AT 876255). Co. C, while occupying hill 423 located
numerous panji stakes on the military and topographical crest. Straw
hats which had been previously found along this trail by a
previous. patrol were no longer there except for 3 or 4, which in-
dicated the VC had recently used this trail complex.

(2) At 191130H (AT 855633). The point of Co. C arrived at a stream
and trail junction. At that point, a VC with an automatic weapon
fired at the point from a distance of 30 meters inflicting no
casualties. The point immediately returned the fire, but the VC
fled. It is believed there may have been two VC instead of one.
Blood stains were found in the vicinity of where the VC had fired
from. Near the vicinity of the stream (AT 855633) 20 bundles of
panji stakes were found. The stakes were 1 inche in diameter,
18 inches in length and made of wood, They were sharpened at both
ends. Each bundle contained approximately 15 stakes to a bundle.

(3) At 191300H (AT 851634). Co. c, found a VC check point at these
coordinates. Numerous fighting holes were located around the check
point. The check point hut was approximately 8 X 6 X 6 feet onn-
structed of saplings, bambon, and thatched with grass. No VC were
found in the area.

At 221000H (AT 828628). One squad from Co. C, found 6 huts in two(4)
different locations. Each location contained 3 huts. These huts
were constructed of saplings, vines, and thatched with grass.

L
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At the first looat1no at these oonrdi~tes, whUe the patrnl oocUpied 
the area, 2 VC walked into the area born the South and were imrnedia te ... 
l.1 t~en under fire, The VC dropped t'Q.eir paoks as they fled 
down the trail, The paoks oontained nUl!leroua medical supplies, 
20 lbs. of rice, no. te bO~B, ID oards a~q_~ther documents. The 
paoks were approximately as large as a w~ peter pag. The first 
hut oonplex oontained f4 large hut approx!nt:tel,yt 18 X 100 feet. Thifl 
hut had raised platforln$ made of saplings nrrl w~re used as sleeping 
quarters. Underneith the hut was appr~1mtely 10 cnrds of wood. 
The other two huts were e.pproximtely 12 X .30 teet and oonstruc'\".ad 
of the same material. Olla hut was use~ as a sleeping area and the 
oth~r, as a wood storage Cnd sleeping a\'ea. ' 
ApprnxiI1'fl tely 1.50 meters ~est, and off the trail (AT 828628), ;3 huts 
l? X ;30 feet and construc~ of the same ~terial Were used for olass­
):"onIDS, rice prooessing, and storage. The lQt hut oontatned 2 black­
bonrds, The 2nd hut oonta~ned rice and ri.e husks. The Jrd oontained 
a blackboard, sleeping pl.a~orJllS and out lumber. Outside t·f the .3 
huts a rt'lugh saw mill was tt'lund. Near the ~ioinity of the huts ""b~(, 
) terl~ces and a podium oentetally 1ncated faoing the terrace. 
(Refer to sketch) 

(5) At 2;308300 (AT 8,3(6)0). to 0, tnund a cave oontaining ,30 rounds of 
M-14 allWl, a flash Ught and mj.()eUaneous items. The 6ave was 
destroyed by demt'llitit'lns and the items returned for G-~ inspectinn. 
250 meters nnrtheast (If the calli>, &. 12 X ,30 feet hut (lean-to) was 
found unoccupied. It was oC'lnstructed of sapllngr;, 'lines, and thatched 
with grass. 

7. eJI'HER INFORMATION; 
(1) All the hut complexes were destroyed by dem()li.tiQns r_6 Ht,ll as the 

cave nnd smll saw mill. 

(2) All dncuments and findings were returned fnr G-2 inspectinn, 

(,3) Map Cnrreotinn: 
A \TOll used trail nnt sh01rtn nn the fIflp was used for apprl"lxinn t.ely 
7,000 meters. (Refer to ov~rl.ay) The trnil is approxlIT'ately 2 feet 
wide. 

(4) A trail n:arker was fnund along the trail oomplex. (Refer to ikotch) 
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At the first location at these coordinates, while the patrol occupiedthe area, 2 VC walked into the area from the South and were immediate-
ly taken under fire, The VC dropped their packs as they fled
down the trail. The packs contained numerous medical supplies,20 lbs. of rice, note books, ID cards and other documents. Thepacks were approximately as large as a willy peter bag. The first
hut complex contained a large hut approximately 18 X 100 feet. This
hut had raised platforms made of saplings and were used as sleeping
quarters. Underneith the hut was approximately 10 cords of wood.
The other two huts were &pproximately 12 X 30 feet and constructed
of the same material. One hut was used as a sleeping area and the
other, as a wood storage and sleeping area.
Approximately 150 meters West, and off the trail (AT 828628), 3 huts
12 X 30 feet and constructed of the same material were used for class-
rooms, rice processing, and storage. The let hut contained 2 black-
boards. The 2nd hut contained rice and rice husks. The 3rd contained
a blackboard, sleeping platforms and cut lumber. Outside of the 3
huts a rough saw mill was found. Near the vicinity of the huts were
3 terraces and a podium centerally located facing the terrace.
(Refer to sketch)

(5) 230830H (AT 830630). Co C, found a cave containing 30 rounds ofAt
M-14 ammo, a flash light and micellaneous items. The cave was
destroyed by demolitions and the items returned for G-2 inspection.
250 meters northeast of the camp, a 12 X 30 feet hut (lean-to) was
found unoccupied. It was constructed of saplings, vines, and thatched
with grass.

7. OTHER INFORMATION:
(1) All the hut complexes were destroyed by demolitions 8.8 well as the

cave and small saw mill.

(2) All documents and findings were returned for G-2 inspection.

(3) Map Correction:
A well used trail not shown on the map was used for approximately
7,000 meters. (Refer to overlay) The trail is approximately 2 feet
wide.

(4) A trail marker was found along the trail complex. (Refer to sketch)
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OOMPANY D 
.. t, ............ 

o() D Patrol - Operation II Trailblazer" 

190630FI At (AT 895625), along the trail network the Co D patrol leader 
observed trail markings of three tyPes: One trail marking device was 
pieces of square 811 X 811 blue plastic placed on trees and vegetation. 
Another marker was represented by diagonal cut chips blazed into trees 
~long the trail. Three circular marks, one within the other, painted 
with white paint on trees. These markers were seen throughout the period 
of patrol action. 

21ll30H At (AT 830630) the Co D patrol approached the outer edges of ~ 
VO camp site and was taken under Ul'e by one VC hiding behind a rock. 
No description of clothing, weapon or equipment could be made. The 
patrol returned fire w:tth no apparent effect. The VC broke contact after 
a few moments and disappeared into one of the many gullies in the area. 
One USMC was wounded as a result of this engagement. 

211145H At (AT 830630) the patrol moved into 8 VC campsite (see (1) of. 
Camp Complex Diag~am) consisting of ~o huts. The huts were constructe~ 
of mahogony wood with thatched root's and could acoomodate 20 people ea~h~. 
They were well constructed and allpeared to have been fairly new and hac~ 
been recently ocoupied as indicated by the neat and clean appearance of 
thEl area. No eqUipment was located in the huts. Several caves Here 
located wit,hin the immediate ares. '!'he caves were capable of boldj.ng 
small groups of people. While clearing out the caves with explosive") one 
U3'1C was wounded as a result of Ii premature detonation of a i'r8g1nontaition 
grenade, lot number unknown. 

211300H At (A'1' 030630) the company patrol broke into platoon size patrol M 

ling units ,"'nct commenced a search of the trail netwo~k mOVing Host franl 
this position. At 154,H 3dPlt,CoD located 4 huts at (AT 834647) (see (2) 
of Camp Complex Diagram). While searching the area they encountered five 
VO. The va were dressed only in black shorts and apparently bad been 
fmrprised. '£'hey were armed \<iith CHlOOM carbines. Afwr a fire fieht of 
several minutes the VC broke contaot and moved1n a~esterly direction. 
One VC was killed and one VC was wounded in this action. Two U3.I10 'VJere 
WIA. At 1555H 2dPlt,CoD while moving up to secure the area ahead loca-t,ed 
three huts at (AT 833643). The camp area contained what appeared to be 
a carpentry/ordnance hut and two billeting huts, constructed of mallogony. 
The carpentry/ordnance area contained 60 newly const~ucted wooden minos, 
similar to the Russian PMB .. 6 mine. Approximately 700 pa'Dj',_ stakes in bu.nc1.1IDs 
of twenty we~e located. Tho 'b1).let1ng huts we~e 161 X 25' and CQuld 
accomodate 20 people each. There was fresh cut fire wood under the floo"(', 
Six live~ vlhite poland, pigs were also found :in the area. The carrrstt8 
was locatod next to Q clear running st~ 

1i' "."1 (-.,:r OS·URJE·' ( n l·V.(.... 'f ) 
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COMPANY D

on D Patrol - Operation "Trailblazer"

190630H At (AT 895625), along the trail network the Co D patrol leader
observed trail markings of three types: One trail marking device was
pieces of square 8" X 8" blue plastic placed on trees and vegetation.
Another marker was represented by diagonal cut chips blazed into trees
along the trail. Three circular marks, one within the other, painted
with white paint on trees. These markers were seen throughout the period
of patrol action.

211130H At (AT 830630) the Co D patrol approached the outer edges of E
VC camp site and was taken under fire by one VC hiding behind a rock.
No description of clothing, weapon or equipment, could be made. The
patrol returned fire with no apparent effect. The VC broke contact after
a few moments and disappeared into one of the many gullies in the area.
One USMC was wounded as a result of this engagement.

211145H At (AT 830630) the patrol moved into a VC campsite (see (1) of
Camp Complex Diagram) consisting of two huts. The huts were constructed
of mahogony wood with thatched roofs and could accomodate 20 people each.
They were well constructed and appeared to have been fairly new and had
been recently occupied as indicated by the neat and clean appearance of
the area. No equipment was located in the huts. Several caves were
located within the immediate area. The caves were capable of holding
small groups of people. While clearing out the caves with explosives one
USMC was wounded as a result of a premature detonation of a fragmentation
grenade, lot number unknown.

211300H At (AT 830630) the company patrol broke into platoon size patrol-
ling units and commenced a search of the trail network moving West from
this position. At 1545H 3dPlt, CoD located 4 huts at (AT 834647) (see (2)
of Camp Complex Diagram) While searching the area they encountered five
VC. The VC were dressed only in black shorts and apparently had been
surprised. They were armed with CHICOM carbines. After a fire fight of
several minutes the VC broke contact and moved in a Westerly direction.
One VC was killed and one VC was wounded in this action. Two USMC were
WIA. At 1555H 2dPlt,CoD while moving up to secure the area ahead located
three huts at (AT 833643). The camp area contained what appeared to be
a carpentry/ordnahce hut and two billeting huts, constructed of mahogony.
The carpentry/ordnance area contained 60 newly constructed wooden mines,
similar to the Russian PMB-6 mine. Approximately 700 panj1, stakes in bundles
of twenty were located. The billeting huts were 16 X 25' and could
accomodate 20 people each. There was fresh cut fire wood under the floor.
Six live, white poland, pigs were also found in the area. The campsite
was located next to a clear running stream.
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220800 - 1200B a search of the :ro~r' hut ares (!I'r 8j464'i; '.~~o ... t$t~:300 pounds 
of rice in tins and boxes; 1 ilY'ge q0.ant:i.ties of c:l.vill~lI cJot,hj,~~, incluc1:i ng 
shirts" h[r~Js" 'mdc!>l..roar~ kna:cl. and black trouf.:e;·~; laxoG6 t}ooking pots; 
numerous doeUl:lCnt(;; t,ra::ning manua.l~i including; e.~ first, aiei t:andbool{ and fA 

VO tr~i1 marki.r.r code bcch);diariesj moa.ica1 suppHes ::;1.' lr).'c"'? v3rietYj one 
case ond si) luose·) GJ~I CCil'" hand gl'('>Ylitdes. 

2.30730Hc. 20 ... nd ;)d?1t's,iJf/D mV";.red Westerly up the trail approxim~toJ.y 300 
meters up th8 tn~:i,l the group discovered 15 huts. The huts were ~al?abJ."l 
of. ~"'comodtlt:in8: 100 peoplc~ Three 2' X 4' X 21 anpty rJ;'A:r.Oi1 MOpS 'Vt6Y'0 
found in the urea. 'lhe area appeared to have been utilized for bilic·l'.in~, 
traillingJ suPVly oenter and a possible hospital hut. The patro'_s located 
the follovJ.l.ng cgu5.pmc;nt ClUJ ir:aterial: thirty oomplete packs 'H::,th s'),rfici~nt 
c:u:,thing tC) ,-'~'d ?:.t ).00 men. 'l'he packs were neatly packed~ seN'enC16sed 
and me,rl~c:l c.:.:narent,l,y with the name of the owner; womens c?othing consisting 
of dresEio~ :aw:. ::2:J('~1 .. rr18cliCal fr?c~s;. approx~matelY 4 .:.o~s o:f.'T~iO~ ~ ~!.ns 
and boxes; 2 \,d,J',S ot 9mm amrnum_tJJ.on1 h cas"sl 2~. ea(,h~ of Ch ... COH L<ilnCI 
grenades, 2 C:.;:-0J of sM.ck hand crenades $om). 2 cases uf pot<;;+,,, tilasher type 
gnpadcfl; 2 ('~,cos c):L AT rifle grenades; 20 PHD-6 minG3; lE\rg~ (l,uantit~of, 
of personal dooJ.mo'1ts and photographs, man~" of thep;lotogtf)phs wo:r~ t$kcn 
by UYEN pi1ot'JF:';1'::lpiwr ,)f' ])a Nang; a variety of t:r<~:"ning ~nanuals and note­
boo~:s" maDY of' 0~}e no~~,(ibooks contained roster!3 of pere';)nDG1~ 

230930H 20. ~nd 3c1Plt, CoD moved "Jest up to the 10:.::5 hil,l. (!onplex, S),('('\uto 
the group oncountored one VO" who fired on them twice at) d!,ffol'cnt locations 
along the t:rRi1.. No casualties were inflicted or 8US'c,8Ji1P.Qe j.\ 8(1' .• .h~1 from 
the 2d PU, in ori0nting themselves in tho area~ movod 80 mci.u,y"; 1:!, -I:b..,c1 
trail '\'lhOl"0 tl'll..lY '~JO:ra engaged by 10 VC, '!he 10 VC v.Ter'8 <,l::"c('ce,:'! :1:" .1~ilS.kj, 
unifrI'lTls and boc,ts m'1de of leat,her. The::ir clothing apFe,T 'cd fT',~,I!;md (l~'y. 
They were ~)"r0ed with 7.62 CHlCOM suhnachine guns and c,u':r::0d hand Grenades. 
'lbe initial ('u'ljburst from the VC inflicted 4 USHC vlIA, 3 TI10,,'e USJ'.1C were' 
wounded as ?d PIt" CoD attempted to move throug'l the 1m:i.t aLready (',n~lleed, 
The fire fj,ght lasted 10 minutes as the VC held ti1,):1 l' Gr:'J~md. lh,;)y 
finally broke c.ontact. and fled West. 2 VO were kUj I'd ~;l 't.ll~-S er.ge.gement .. 

2)11OOH lsta to, CoD coo!menced destroying the four hut CI:.mp con.plpx, .\~lJ 
the livostf)ck 'i~oro killed. The rice was scattered t,hX'oughout, the n;r'G(;'. 

Grenades KC;l'C cI83tro;)'ecl and the huts razed. Document~ anc. eq1,lipm0nt of' 
intelligon(;G value was evacuated with the patl'olo 

2)1700H. 'l'he 2d c,nd JdPJ:t J CoD, w'!::.t.1.o mO~:1g 'jl8.s ~J d,')W'l t.,):,<l;i) from hill 102>", 
sighted one VC 6i tting :in a tree located ,0 i1C;G(lX'fj yff t,h(;~ tr Dil. Ho was 
shot out of the tr'oe" and apparently l{illo6." by one or the pt\trbl momb'ers. 

240900H. CoD comF.lc·~ed destroying all the huts, feod DW' nlJn-:;on~b'J.o 
equipnent wi thin its patrol area. Items of intolliger,;.cG vall:.e Horo 
retained. 

7'1 2122 
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220800 - 1200H a search of the four hut area (AT 834647) located: 300 pounds
of rice in tins and boxes; large quantities of civilian clothing, including
shirts, hats, underwear, kchald and black trousers; large cooking pots;
numerous documents; training manuala including a first, aid handbook and a
VC trail marking code books diaries; medical supplies of large variety; one
case ond six loose CHICOM hand grewides.

230730H. 2d and Samit's,CoD moved Westerly up the trail approximately 300
meters up the trail the group discovered 15 huts. The huts were capable
of accomodating 100 people. Three 21 X 41 X 21 empty pidgeon coops were
found in the area, The area appeared to have been utilized for bilicting,
training, supply center and a possible hospital hut. The patrols located
the following equipment and material: thirty complete packs with sufficient
clothing to outfit 100 men. The packs were neatly packed, sewen closed
and marked apparently with the name of the owner; womens clothing consisting
of dresses and white medical frocks; approximately 4 tons of rice in tins
and boxes; 2 cases of 2mm ammunition; 4 cases, 24 each, of CHICOM hand
grenades, 2 cases of stick hand grenades and 2 cases of potato masher type
grenades; 2 cases of AT rifle grenades; 20 PMD-6 mines; large quantities
of personal documents and photographs, many of the photographs were taken
by UYEN photographer of 1)a Nang; a variety of training manuals and note-
books, many of the notebooks contained rosters of personnel,

230930H 2d and 3dPlt,CoD moved West up to the 1025 hill complex. Broouto
the group encountered one VC, who fired on them twice at, different locations
along the trail. No casualties were inflicted or sustained. A squad from
the 2d Plt, in orienting themselves in the area, moved 80 meters no the
trail where they were engaged by 10 VC, The 10 VC were dreased in khaki
uniforms and boots made of leather. Their clothing appeared fresh and dry.
They were armed with 7.62 CHICOM submachine guns and carried hand grenades.
The initial outburst from the VC inflicted 4 USMC WIA, 3 more USMC were
wounded as 2d Plt, CoD attempted to move through the unit already engaged.
The fire fight lasted 10 minutes as the VC held their ground. They
finally broke contact and fled West. 2 VC were killed in this engagement.

231100H 1stP1t,CoD commenced destroying the four hut camp complex, All
the livestock were killed, The rice was scattered throughout the area.
Grenades wore destroyed and the huts razed. Documents and equipment of
intelligence value was evacuated with the patrol.

231700H. The 2d and 3dPl.t, CoD, while moving East down trail from hill 1025,
sighted one VC sitting in a tree located 50 nebers off the trail. He was
shot out of the tree, and apparently killed, by one of the patrol members.

240900H. CoD completed destroying all the huts, food and non-portable
equipment within its patrol area. Items of intelligence value were
retained.
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8. RESULTS OF ENOOUNTERS WI'l'H THE ENEMY: 4 VU l.\lA null iJOW-Ih. 

9.. OONDITIUN AATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITIoN .m~ lJii:!l'I) OJ:{ WOUNWID: 
Good, WIA I S in good oondition, and morale cutEtf:j.~~,tJ,ne.; 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMFtNDATIONSJ 
OUNOLUSIUNS: 
fl.. That tho mission was suceflsful and '·far. cwconpl:i.flhod. "rich minor 

1ncidents. 
b. That the tra:tl described in the mission wan f(1und. Hill 1025 

di{3clo~ed no t:rail loo.diMito th~ NQrth o~ F.oI;tl'3'L. The trail lpllds 
cl.ix-octJ.y towards the West nto tne Happy VEl.1.i.oy fl.l'ea. 

o. 'I'hat the trail located was ueed extensively. A sign lnca',od on 
the tl'D.n indica ted contrnl point 24 from the South and c;)ntrc<l 
point a from the North. The sign wne very clear and oasi:i y looated 
en(1 hc.;.d w:r:l.t:ing that stated liDo not give informtion to onemy 
jrJ,~,(j]Ji€(;.nce officers that 'Would darrnge the National Lib8ra'i.:.ion 
lrnl:tt". 

d. ':;:''1').' t,he camp cnroplexes disoovered arid destroyed hac: b'18n used as 
Co, ·~;:rb.lning ca.mp 1 and/or billeting a.ren. 

o. 'j:i.ld.t. ij}'lP, complex cnntained £u1 engineer-area for tbe const.l'un·:"ion 
(.nil m'l.!".lfar.ture of mines an<1 panji stak9s. Lumber :fOT' VG 
cnnc'::.:-u-:\t.ir')n purpnses was obt.e.ined through the use of 'Lhe saW 
mill l()~o.bd within the c()ropiex. _ 

f. That the caMp arens containeci documents, medical supplies, cln t.hl.np:, 
construction material, ammunition and foodst'~fs. 

g. That the complex was divided into thre9 sepf.l.ratu .::cmps, one being 
an engineer oanp, nne an ordMn·~e camp nnd the nt'1o:t' a trr.)j .. m,1".' 
camp. 
That one of the VO killed wns of !Torth V:i.otns 1nJS0 nr.t(rin. 
Th£l.t the PRO-25 proved to be the r.nly communiCb..t.inns Gquipmont that. 
was acceptable for this operation. 

j. Thnt resupply and tvacuation requirements by air fnr pat:,'ols ~'lJ.t.h,· 
in a j une:1e canopy require the prnvisinn of a Bl:i.ng1.n 'JXC8flS (·f 
200 feet in length for beloooptera e.tton;?ting resupply or evacuation. 

REO UMi·lEND'l T I {)NS : 
a. That the trail as indicated be interdicted with air and artillery 

fira~ intermittantly. 
6. That, patrols of this type be used to vorify intclUeonM ini()rr[..a~inn 

a::.ready on tiltlM I"lr suspected. Patrnls of this typo f.r·o n(\t. enn'­
elusive to gO('ld enplo,Yment unless a doi'inita area or. sHo is of 
intelJigence valUe. 

c. That the PRO-25 be utilized on all reconrll.issance patr· nls. 
d. That modification of USMC helncopters be ot"llrq)leted to i.i:dtrle a 

sling of at least 200 feet in length fnr ade~uate resupply and 
evacU9. tion. 

e. That a suitable broad brtlnlllAd hat be obtained f('lr issnG in 
recnnnaissanco porsonnel. 
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8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: 4 VC KIA and 1 VC WIA.

9. CONDITION PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OFANY DEAD OR WOUNDED:
Good, WIA's in good condition, and morale outstanding

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:
CONCLUSIONS:
a. That the mission was sucessful and was accomplished with minor

incidents.
b. That the trail described in the mission was found. Hill 1025

disclosed no trail leading to the North or Fast. The trail lendsdirectly towards the West into the Happy Valley area.c. That the trail located was used extensively. A sign located on
the trail indicated control point 24 from the South and control
point 21 from the North. The sign was very clear and easily Incatedand had writing that stated "Do nt give information tn enemy
intelligence officers that would damage the National Liberation
Front".

d. That the camp complexes discovered and destroyed had been used as& training camp, and/or billeting area,
That the complex contained an engineer area for the constructionC.
and manufacture of mines and panji stakes. Lumber for VC
construction purposes was obtained through the use of the saw
mill located within the complex.

f. That the camp areas contained documents, medical supplies, clothing,construction material, ammunition and foodstuffs.
g. That the complex was divided into three separate comps, one beingan engineer camp, one an ordnance camp and the other a training

camp.
h. That one of the VC killed was of north Vietnamose origin.That the PRC-25 proved to be the only communications equipment thati,

was acceptable for this operation.
j. That resupply and evacuation requirements by air for patrols with-

in a jungle canopy require the provision of a sling in excess of
200 feet in length for helocopters attempting resupply or evacuation.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
a. That the trail as indicated be interdicted with air and artillery

fires intermittantly.
b. That patrols of this type be used to verify intelligence information

already on band or suspected. Patrols of this type are not con-
clusive to good employment unless a dofinite area or site is of
intelligence value.

c. That the PRC-25 be utilized on all reconnaissance patrols.
d. That modification of USMC helnoopters be completed to include a

sling of at least 200 feet in length for adequate resupply and
evacuation,

e. That a suitable broad brimmed hat be obtained for issue to
reconnaissance personnel,

R. R. VAN CLEVE
LtCol 3dReconBn
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From: 3d Recon~i55nnce Bnt~lion 

• C 0 .sl ffX !1~ 
! 

Gl:'p;..Ji.;:lif J.p, r .-,:: C'J 

3dRec,">nlh 
D\ NIlNG .TWH 
~l)O()n Oct (;5 

To: 3d ReconBnJ INFOs 3d MarDiv, 3d Marines, kLn 1:c.~";t.i:le0: r, ,;1\ i'1~l.rines, 

9th Marines. 

Frag Ord3r If1 

1. mlJJ11lQ1i. 
a. ~{l~. See current !SUM's. 
b. ~iend~. Current OPSUM's nnd PIRIs. 

2. l:iISSIQ&, 3d ReconM1ssonoe Battalion con'dn'19s '':'0 0,') t.at:U.sh 0. recon­
naissance net in the DA NANG and CRU 1111 enclnVEls .. 

3. mQUTIQN. 
a. 3fuleconEn ("~ 

(1) 3d HO'Joxilln ( .. ) continue OpOrd 34().·65. 
(2) H&R eompany oontinue OpOrd 340-65. 
(3) Conpony C ( •. ) continue OpOrd 340-65. 
(4) Dornpnny D continue OpOrd 340.65. 

b. Compo.nJ A oontinue patrol operations in MOR'a 2, J and 4 from Z1 
to 31 Oct 65. 

c. Recon Group A Iplm 
(1) Operations will be confined to nn aren NORTH of grid line 92 

and WEST of grid line 54. . 
(2) Maintain a t least two pro tonns in MOR' s one and or two at all 

times from 24 to 31 Oct 65. 

4. AOON1~RATlQij AND LQQl§TlCS. lAW OpUrd 340...65 and 341 .. 65 fiS pertaining 
to respective units. 

RIST,B Mt1l' ION 
0-) (5) 
,Q..2 (2) 
.3dMa.r (1) 
9th~1nr (1) 
4t~~r (1) 
7thl~l.r (1) 
" 'j~f;:lnnBn (9) 

~,~/ 'I i/ /1 n' ~ ,',1-. .. 
:/~ • '. I" 

W. K. HORN 
Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. *rine Corps 

Exeoutive Officer 

COil ~ 12 e N 'to I A L t;;L c(-l (::; ) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

Co 3d REC BAL

CONFIDENTIAL

3dReconBn
DA NANG,RVN
201300H Oct 65

3d Reconnoissance BattalionFrom:
3d ReconBn; INFO: 3d MarDiv, 3d Marines, 1th herines, 7th Morines,To:
9th Marines.

Frag Order #1

1. SITUATION.
a. Enemy. See current ISUM's.

b. Friendly. Current OPSUM's and PIR's.

2. MISSION. 3d Reconnaissance Battalion continues in oatablish a recon-

naissance not in the DA NANG and CHU LAI enclaves.

3. EXECUTION.
a. 3dReconEn (-)

(1) 3d ReconBn (-) continue OpOrd 340-65.
(2) H&S Company continue OpOrd 340-65.
(3) Company C (-.) continue OpOrd 340-65.
(4) Dompany D continue OpOrd 340-65.

b. Company A continue patrol operations in RAOR's 2, 3 and 4 from 27

to 31 Oct 65.

c. Recon Group Alpha
(1) Operations will be confined to an area NORTH of grid line 92

and WEST of grid line 54.

(2) Maintain at least two platoons in RAOR's one and or two at all

times from 24 to 31 Oct 65.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS. IAW Opurd 340-65 and 341-65 as pertaining
to respective units.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS. IAW OpOrd 340-65 and 341-65.

W. K. HORN
Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps

Executive Officer
DISTRIBUTION

(5)G-3
(2)G-2
(1)3dMar
(1)9thMar
(1)4thMar
(1)7thMar
(9)ReconBn
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c 0)J.V ...•. ~ of __ copies 
;)jf1.u:~(··n~"n 

:Uh i~:LG,HVN 
25 Oct. 65 

OPERATION ORDEll Y~2-65 

Ref: (a) BnOpO 336-65 
(b) M9.ps: 1:50,000 Series L701, Sheet Numbors 6559 I, IIJ 

66::9 I, In,_ IV; 65513 I, IV; 6658 Ii 6657 I, II,; 6757 
n, IlL 1\r; 6(56 I,; 6756 I, IV 

Time Zone: H 

'I'llsk Organ.i.za tion: RAference (a). 

b. f.rj/~X'?+":: .. l~trc_~~.. Current OPSUM'S •. 

c. t'J~1~.9h~o:3.11.t~U)£9../!.~!&rh.lll~~ Reference (a). 

2. M19.~1Jl.:tJ.. 3ot{0(',oaRn ( ... )(R.ein) establishes a reconntlissa.nce not 'in 
tiLO J),'\. rUiNG ~tl!d CHU lAI enclaves. 

3. WID~ln'.n1}J .• 

a.. Qr~llS':PP.:t. uLQRera tien' 3d RecnnBn ( .. )tRein) accolaplishes its 
assigned miss~on by nain~ining area surveillance and reconnnis­
sance with five reconnaissance onmpanies (~) oonducting aggres­
sive patrolling within RAOR's.Fire support and infantry rein-
forcemet1 t requirements will be etfected by direct liaison with 
cognizant Reg1~ontal Commanders. 

b., ~1 Dt\ NANG 

(1) 28-31 Octs, oonduct reconnai8sance operations in vic dividing 
line. MOR t s 4 and $, 

(2) ,0 Oot-2 Nov, oonduct reeonMissaftOe operatinns in RhOR ~. 

(3) 2-5 Nov: oooouot reconnaissanoe operations in RAOO 5. 

(4) 4-7 Nov, oonduct l"econnaissance operations in MOR 3, 

(5) 6-9 NOV' oonduct reoonnaissanoe opera tiohs in MOR 5. 

c. Jiecrn. Grt;uw AlpOO,c CHU lAI 

(1) Opera tiClns will be cnnt ined to an area NOH'l'H of gr id line 
92 and WEST of grid line 54. 

(2) Maintain at least two platoons in MOR's 1 and 2 at all 
times from 1-7 Nov 65. 

(I;:'l<-{~ . ! ) 
. < ...., C,t , ( 

DECLASSIFIED 
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CONFIDEN
Copy of copies
3dReconPn
is NANG,RVN
25 Oct 65

OPERATION ORDER 342-65

Ref: (a) BnOpO 336-65
(b) Maps: 1:50,000 Series L701, Sheet Numbers 6559 I, II;

6659 I, III. IV; 6558 I, IV; 6658 I; 6657 I, II; 6757
II, III, IV: 66.56 I; 6756 I, IV

Time Zone: H

Task Organization: Reference (a).

1. SITUATION.

a. Enemy Forges. Current INTSUM's.

b. Friendly Forces. Current OPSUM'S..

C. Attachments and detachments. Reference (a).

2. MISSION. 36ReconBn (-) (Rein) establishes a reconnaissance not in

the DA NANG and CHU LAI enclaves.

3. EXECUTION.

a. Concept of operation. 3d ReconBn (-) (Rein) accomplishes its

assigned mission by maintaining area surveillance and reconnais-

sance with five reconnaissance companies (-) conducting aggres-
sive patrolling within RAOR's. Fire support and infantry rein-

forcement requirements will be effected by direct liaison with

cognizant Regimental Commanders

b. Cor: DA NANG

(1) 28-31 Oct: conduct reconnaissance operations in vic dividing

line, RAOR's 4 and 51

(2) 30 Oct-2 Nov: conduct reconnaissance operations in RAOR 3.

(3) R-5 Nov: conduct reconnaissance operations in RAOR 5.

(4) 4-7 Nov: conduct reconnaissance operations in RAOR 3.

(5) 6-9 NOV1 conduct reconnaissance operations in RAOR 5.

C. Recon Group Alpha: CHU LAI

(1) Operations will be confined to an area NORTH of grid line

92 and WEST of grid line 54.

(2) Maintain at least two platoons in RAOR's 1 and 2 at all

times from 1-7 Nov 65.
-1--
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• 
(1) 27 Oct-? Nov: »l.intnin nne platoon in MOR Ge 

(1) 2'1 Oct-'i' Nov': M:d.ntnin two plntooh('1 in Hi,r:)1 2 ... 

(2) CM1·d~.Mte act.1vjties WEST of grid line gl~ with CnA CO. 

t Ci.) ReconnnissnnM opel'a tinns will be condlJ.c ted n s sst to:!.' th in 
pnrrl.grnph .3a ('If reforence (8.). 

(2) G('lo:,,·~1.J:intd all m:tss:l.ons with oognizant Regim.ontnl Cot0n\9.nders. 

(.3 ~ }~Ll if., D :. :tI~w. A to referenoe (a). 

(I:.) f,nb:n;\:b hoHcoptl)r requirements to this Heltdqt"D.rters (A ttrH 
;::-3) n'~':-, lf1to:.' than Ll.8 ho't1l's prior to CODJlJlSnCement o:f m5.s­
(;~.Oll" 

(5) US\) vnrying means and times of entry and ex:1.t; helo "!.-Z I s 
"'ill be uti c:LosClr than ,,000 meters to objective arc;).. 

(6) Subd.t, opol'at1.on orders nnt later than 24 hours pL'~nr .~,) 
(''lCe0uo!;ion of' A.Sfiigned missions to this lieadqua.:::'tc~(; (A ttna 
8-3) for reprod'UCtion and distribution. n\ NlI.NG "'fily. 

(7) Submit patrol rosters to this Headquarters (Attnt 8-3) 
prior to execution of assigned missions. DA llANG only. 

(g) Patrol Leaders report tn the Ba.tta11nn S-2 immediately on 
return to the }3Q.ttalion area. for debriefing, Dh NANG (lnly. 

(9) Prepare a.lternate pln.ns for entry tn and exit from RAOR's. 

(~) .. Se prepared to call a nd adjust artillery fire. 

(11) If nn airatrike 1e requested and apprnved, display.u singlQ 
red panel pt positinti when Dti'ort.tt . .aro of.t;. stntlWp. 

(12) Be prepared to r&oommend infantry reinf('lroement and sui t­
able primary and alternate LZ's for its entry. 

(13) For Ph NANG MORiS see Annex B to reference (a); ORO lAI 
MORiS see Annex C, reference (a). 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDE

d. 000(-), DA NANG

(1) 27 Oct-7 Nov: Maintain one platoon in RAOR 6.

O. COD: D/A NANG

(1) 2'7 Oct-i Nov: Maintain two platoons in RAOR 2.

(2) Coordinate activities WEST of grid line 84 with CoA CO.

f. Coordinating instructions.

(a) Reconnaissance operations will be conducted as set forth inI

paragraph 30 of reference (a).

(2) Coordinate all missions with cognizant Regimental Commanders.

(3) Annex A to reference (a).

(4) Submit helicopter requirements to this Headquarters (Attn:

8-3) not Inton than 48 hours prior to commencement of mis-

sion.

(5) Use varying means and times of entry and exit; helo LZ's
will be no closer than 3000 meters to objective area.

(6) Submit operation orders not later than 24 hours prior to

execution of assigned missions to this Headquarters (Attn:

S-3) for reproduction and distribution. DA NANG only.

(7) Submit patrol rosters to this Headquarters (Attn: S-3)

prior to execution of assigned missions. DA NANG only.

(8) Patrol Leaders report to the Battalion S-2 immediately on

return to the Battalion area for debriefing. DA NANG only.

(9) Prepare alternate plans for entry to and exit from RAOR's.

(10) Be prepared to call a nd adjust artillery fire.

(11) If an airstrike is requested and approved, display. a single
red panel at position when aircraft.are of station.

(12) Be prepared to recommend infantry reinforcement and suit-
able primary and alternate LZ's for its entry.

(13) For DA NANG RAOR's see Annex B to reference (a); CHU LAI
RAOR's see Annex c, reference (a).

--2--
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I 

4. ADMlijISTMlION AND LO..Q.li:iTIQ§. Reference (a). 

a. Reference (a). 

b. Battalion COlJUW.nd post re~1r;s tbe sam~. , 

ANNEXES I 

A-Intelligence 

PISTlUsmlQlL 
0..3 (5) =r ~~l 
~~::~ ··lil 
JdReoonBn 9) 

lC" k· (lJ-~. 
R. R. VAN CLEVF; 

Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Ma~~ino Corps 
COJ'lWlnd1r€ 

-.3-

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDEN :

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTIOS. Reference (a).

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIUNS-ELECTRONICS.

a. Reference (a).

b. Battalion Command post remains the same.

R.k kn Cluic

R. R. VAN CLEVE
Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps

Commanding
ANNEXES:

A-Intelligence

DISTRIBUTION
(5)G-3
(2)G-2
(1)3dMar

BEAT

(1)9thMar
(1)4thMar
(1)7thMar
(9)3dReconBn
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OPERATION CR DER: 167-6S 

REF: (a) MAP: VIET NAM 

Tine Zon e: H 

Task Organization: 
2nd Platoon" Co A" 3d Recon En 

1. SITUATION. 

DECLASSIFIED 

2/Lt MacCaskil1 

a. Enemy. Current 1SUM'S (Make final oheck with Regt 8-2 and 9n S·2). 

b. FiIeiidly. Current OPSUM'S Ctl d PIR'S (Insure Liaison is canp1ete for 

. resJI) cti ve area and supporting arms). 

c. Attachments. One ARVN SOLDIER 

2. MISSION. 2nd Plt, Co A, will conduct day and night undeteoted land 

Reeonnaissance, establish day OplS~and selective night ambush positions 

within the assigned patrol area from 30 SeIt-3 Oct 196,. 

3. EXECUTION. 
i:l. Cioncept of. operation. The 2nd Plt" Co A, with attachments will tl'Ulck 

to c.P. 1 arriving by )001800. Make final liaison ~oo depart OPl at 

)0194$. 2A proceedto epts 2, 3, 4 and 5 arriving IIR 011200 and estab­

lish day O.P. vicinity of C.P. S. At 011~4" 2A move to C.P. 6 and 7 

establishing a day/night O.P. and selective night ambush position,vicinity 

of c.P. 7. 2A rellJ9.in this vicinity until 0304)0 at which time 2.\ will 

move to C.P.'S 8, 5, 4, ), 2, and 1, arriving NLT ~bAn OJ1800~' F.pr return 

t~ C.P. by truck. 

4. ADMINISTF' j'ION AND LOGISTICS. 
a. 200 PIt, Co A, truck to C.P. 1 arriving NLT )01800. Piok up to be by 

truck at C.P. 1 at 031800 for return to O.P. 
b. 3d Reeon Bn SOP pertaining to supply and personnel for pl9. toon size 

operations apply. . 

c. Body armor and helmets will be worn unless deemed undesirable by Patrol 

Leader • 
. d. Identification tags and Geneva Oonvention Cards will be worn and 

carried by each m1 n. 
e. A patrol roster will be submitted to 3d Recon Bn (S"'3) a'ld Complly 

Commander prior to departure. 
f. MED-EVAC, if necessary, will be accomplished in a ocordanoe with 

previous instructions. 

CON F IDE N T I A L 
•• edb A 

1 E:~:LOSURE (7\ 

, 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

3d ( KECON BN.
CONFIDENT

130f 20copies
Co A, 3a Recon Bn

DANANG, VIET NAM
291800, Sept 1965

OPERATION ORDER: 167-65

REF: (a) MAP: VIET NAM

Time Zon e: H

Task Organization:
2/Lt MacCaskill2nd Platoon, Co A, 3d Recon Bn

1. SITUATION.
a. Enemy. Current ISUM'S (Make final check with Regt S-2 and Bn S-2).

b. Friendly. Current OPSUM'S and PIR'S (Insure Liaison is complete for

respective area and supporting arms).

c. Attachments. One ARVN SOLDIER

2. MISSION. 2nd Plt, Co A, will conduct day and night undetected land

Reconnaissance, establish day OP'S and selective night ambush positions
within the assigned patrol area from 30 Sept -3 Oct 1965.

3. EXECUTION.
a. Concept of operation. The 2nd Plt, Co A, with attachments will truck

to C.P. I arriving by 3001800. Make final liaison and depart OP1 at
estab-

301945. 2A procee d to CPIs 2, 3, 4 and 5 arriving NLT 011200 and

lish day O.P. vicinity of C.P. 5. At 0119. 45, 2A move to C.P. 6 and 7

establishing a day/night O.P. and selective night ambush position vicinity

of C.P. 7. 2A remain this vicinity until 030430 at which time 2A will

move to C.P.'S 8, 5, 4, 3, 2, and 1, arriving NLT than 031800. For return

to C.P. by truck.

4. ADMINISTE TION AND LOGISTICS.
a. 2nd Plt, Co A, truck to C.P. 1 arriving NLT 301800. Pick up to be by

truck at C.P. 1 at 031800 for return to C.P.

b. 3d Recon Bn SOP pertaining to supply and personnel for pb toon size

operations apply.
C. Body armor and helmets will be worn unless deemed undesirable by Patrol

Leader.
d. Identification tags and Geneva Convention Cards will be worn and

carried by each man.
e. A patrol roster will be submitted to 3d Recon Bn (S-3) and Company

Commander prior to departure.
f. MED-EVAC, if necessary, will be accomplished in a ocordance with

previous instructions.
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(\ ') r \" j r .'-<j ~ r::.-': " ~ I 

'''··CO~:~~~J-~;~~ '~~~;~';;).~~.I.!- _ \~1i) F,::,ECTRCIHCS. • 
a.~-·-;'TFc,;rD:311 so1'~~~-G.·i~{i{:t:; -'~:'Yl\i';;)rcations for platoon SiZ3 

ope:ra'~ion5 apply. 
b. No III trol will move into an area where comrnuni..cat.ions cannot be effecte· 
c. All stat:i.ons will report each hour on the hour and at othe:r tJj.me~ 
deomed necessar~ 
d. A report of "All secure, situation remains the s~e" J will be reported 
II Alpha Sierra Sierra Romeo Sierra". 
e., A position report will be asked for or repoted by use of code 
"BRAVO REFDRT". 
f. FREQ: P~39.8 A-38.8 
g. THRUST LINE: 9289 
h. UBO: "ROCKET SHIpt! lst numeral starting wi.. th the day ct the month 
and changing daily at 0001. 
1. AUTHENTICA!ION: Baseball team-league. 
j. Platoon Sergeant with 2A12 when squads separated. 

Platoon Commander wJ. th 2A34 when squads separted/ 
k. A communieatj on :relay wi:l.ll be cs-tabl1shed at DONG'DEN. 
1. E am E: "MAI{E 'fRACKS" .. • 

DlSTRIBtrl'ION: 
0-3 (.5) 
0-2 (2) 
3d Marines ()) 
2ndBn,3d Mar.O,) 
ii- (4) 
Co (:'.) 
00 A (L~) 

: ,r: 

is.G.HURT-ER 
CAPXA IN , OSlin 
001:,JI1<'11: :1:.ng 

... ~ ~.' - ' I I , 

CONFIDENTIAL - -

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

COMMAND AND COMMUNITY M um ELECTRONICS.5.
a. 33 Room Bn SOF pertaining to communications for platoon size
operations apply.
b. No ptrol will move into an area where communications cannot be effecte
C. All stations will report each hour on the hour and at other times
deemed necessary.
d. A report of "All secure, situation remains the same", will be reported
"Alpha Sierra Sierra Romeo Sierra".
e. A position report will be asked for or repoted by use of code
"BRAVO REPORT".
f. FREQ: P-39.8 A-38.8
g. THRUST LINE: 9289

UBC: "ROCKET SHIP" 1st numeral starting with the day of the monthh.
and changing daily at 0001.
i. AUTHENTICATION: Baseball team-league.

Platoon Sergeant with 2A12 when squads separated.J.
Platoon Commander with 2A34 when squads separted.

k. A communication relay will be established at DONG DEN.
1. E and E: "MAKE TRACKS"

B.G.HUNTER
CAPTAIN, USMC
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION:

(5)G-3 MC
(2)G-2

(3)3d Marines
2ndBn, 3d Mar.(3)

(4)BY
(2)Co
(4)Co A
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Co A, Jd. Hecon Bn 
DANANG, VIEP NAN 
291600, Sept, 1965 
11ap: viet Nam, :U.50,OOO 
Sheet 66.59 111 
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+.-CI 
}..:.') 

ENCLOSURE ( 7 ) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

Copy 13 of 70 CopiesCo A, 3d Recon Bn
DANANG, VIET NAM
291600, Sept, 1965
Map: viet Nam, 1:50,000
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q(.)";,,' •• { ';f ~~/ C 
~::: J )0[' .,,1 i;.:'s::.ncCJ "n, 
D..'.. ~T:d~O~, r:'n,T 
03l0:~OH ('~'("'l:" J(/~5 

2. MISSION: Conduct. d!l;r alld night undetected land !'c,\ ~ ',r:dssa'1ce, 
cstnLLiph (,lay UCIS and solcct1ve right uJabusl: IJr,-, ',_ l,,;c, 

3. TIME elY' J'1;;PAHTURE.:: J0J.800H ... Soptember JS6: 

4. Tltf£ OF Hr;'J(htfJ~ O)1020H - October 1965 

I~ QOORPl~ 

)02100H (1\ T 912858) 

Ol065<li (AT '/.11865) 

'while pu t'nl 1-.US l)1'lving up tho tra.il in I'l lJprth­
vostor'ly -inoction, the point d0to otod a pIIssib:it' 
VC ambush~ Tho point JlJnn walked rj ght ur'" til f 

VC tJ.na fired, rf'urJds us the VCtternpted tn f:~€:e. 
'l'b oJ V8 "1':'~ '1:""IJ .. (1, wi tn a. Carbine ana w()re dark 
cl,)t.hing vhh a beret. n is believo.1 the VC 
bad been 1r~;"'ll!:ded because of \ho mo~l.US heo.rd ult.er 
oontaot had bOElll brnken.. J carbino rrlunds \lcr~j 
ff'und fl t \he p0si tic'n the VC had 0ccupio<:1. 
Hovement frnm all direeiiiNls '\lias hoard uf'tOI' ~he 
cr'ntnct was IMdo and broken. Tbo pa'\r01 loador 
d:i.d not attctrpt pursui '!o. 

Tho patrol had linked up vUh J-Dalta.. ita 
3-DeHn I'tt"r"l, nbservoo 15 vas at theso c()('\rd~,­
nCl tea n t a range ot 500 meteri. As \he .3-Dal ta 
patrol tnok tho VOS under tiro and ~hc vcs wel'O 
aiotonpting tn disperse 001'086 tho rice pe.ddic.l:l, 
the 2-A1pha patrol then cnmbinod ~heir fiN power 
vUh >-Delta's on tho VeSt 1'wo VCS were nbsorvod 
hit by smll arr-1Sl fira and seem tl) fElJ 1, One of 
the two VCS vhn had fallen WllS nbserved hnbbling 
toward the bruJh line paralleling the rica paddy 
conp1ex. When ),.l)oltc bad rooched the VCS " 
PC'l.li!iti('lJl {)A the low ground, 'Wle 2-lLlphn pa\l"I'11 

CQlt1.lDENT1A..lI 

DECLASSIFIED 
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5-3
Copy
32 I n.
DA NANG, THN
031030H 1965

PATROL REPORT

DESIGNATI... OP PAID deat 2 - Alpha

MAPS: Vietnan, 205,000 Shoet 6659 III, Ser I-70]

1. SIZE U. PETROL: (1) U.I (36) Enl (1) USN (1) ARVN

2. MISSION: Conduct day and night undetected land re reissance,
establish day OP's and selective right ambush

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 300.800H - September 156

4. TIME OF RETURN: 03102OH - October 1965

5. ROUTE (SHOW ON OVERTAY): Refor to Operation Order 169.55

6. OBSERVATION - ENEMY AND TERRAIN:

OBSERVATIONTIME COORDINATES

302100H (AT 912858) While patrol was moving up the trail in a North-
westerly direction, the point detected a possible
VC ambush. The point man walked right up to &

VC and fired 3 rounds as the VC ttempted to flee.
The VO was artied with a Carbine and wore dark
clothing with a beret. It is believa. the VC
had been wounded because of the moans heard after
contact had been broken, 3 carbino rounds were
found at the position the VC had occupied
Movement from all directions was hoard after the
contact was made and broken. The patrol leader
did not attempt pursuit.

010650H (AT 911865) The patrol had linked up with 3-Dolta, The
3-Delta patrol, observed 15 VCS at these coordi.
nates at a range of 500 meters. As the 3-Delta
patrol took the VCS under fire and the VCS were
attempting to disperse across the rice paddies,
the 2-Alpha patrol thon combined their fire power
with 3-Delta's on the VCS. Two VCS were observed
hit by small arms fire and seen to fall. One of
the two VCS who had fallen was observed hobbling
toward the brush line paralleling the rice paddy
complex. When 3-Delta had reached the VCS's
position on the low ground, the 2-Alpha patril
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~~en8ed frre end continued 01\ their Jnission. 

7. OTHER INFORMATION: 

(1) }.tl.p CorrectiOn: Rerer to overlAy. This ttail is 4 feet to 6 feet 

vide a.n~ is not booby trnppad. One trail narker was noted carved 

into n large tree.(Refer to sketoh). The rain fnrest canopy 18 

40 to 50 feet high. The vegetatinn under the ~ain f~rest is tra­

versible. 

(2) Communications in the patrols area of operation was considered 

fair. Utilizatinn of a long wire increased the communication 

range on efficiency or the AN/PRC/IO. 

(.3) The trail notwork in the patrols area has been ued'te",u60\1y. 

8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY; One VC killed and "'0 wounded. 

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DTIAD OR mUNDED: 

Good. 

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: None. 

D. C, MAC CASKILL 
lstLt Co. A 

11, ADDITIONAL COMviEN'l'S BY DE13RIEFER: None. 

2',P 1'1 I.I 12 Ft tl T I A 1, 

.5 
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ceased fire and continued on their mission.

7. OTHER INFORMATION:

(1) Map Correction: Refer to overlay. This trail is 4 feet to 6 feet

wide and is not bonby trapped. One trail marker was noted carved

into a large tree. (Refer to sketch). The rain forest canopy is

40 to 50 feet high. The vegetation under the rain forest is tra-

versible.

(2) Communications in the patrols area of operation was considered

fair. Utilization of a long wire increased the communication

range on efficiency of the AN/PRC/10.

(3) The trail network in the patrols area has been used frequently.

8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: One VC killed and two wounded.

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD OR WOUNDED:

Good.

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: None.

D. C. MAC CASKILL
Co. AlstLt

11. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER: None.
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A. This trail ia not shown on the 

l: 50,000 map. The tl"811 00lll-­

~noe8 a.t (AT 8848'79). 
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t
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B. ibis trail marker was fnund 
enei:i''il'od (':l a large tree trunl:c 
n~ (itT frlSd77). The initinls 
IIV'. 10" and the tl.rrO\l \lere 
plainly visible. 
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A. This trail is not shown on the
85 1:50,000 map. The trail com-

mences at (AT 884879).
88

86

8"
B. This trail marker was found

engreved on a large tree trunk
at (AT 876377). The initials
"V. 1.11 and the arrow were

v.l. plainly visible.
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OPERA TlON OlIDER 168-65 

CoA".3dReeonBn 
DA NANG,RVN 
031030H Oct 65 

Ref: (n) MAP: VIETNAM, 1: 50,000, Sheet 6659 III 

Time Zone: H 

Tnek Orga.ni~ tion: 
3d Platoon, OoA, 3d ReconBn lILt IATERRh 

l~ ~ltuAtIQij. 
a. ~. Current lSUMtS(Jvhke tinal check wi ttl Regt ~-2 and Bn S-2)~ 

b. Frien.dl.?:. Current OPSUM'S AND PIR'S(Insure J/'l.-i.Eon is complete 

tor respective area and supporting u~reoJc 

o. '(}Hes!HR!jlQ~(I. One hRVN SOLDIER. 

2. W§.i~Qlj. 3d Platoon, Co[l., w1ll conduct day Clnd night undetected lalld 

reoonwissnnoe, establish day OPts and selective night ambush posi­

tions wi thin the assigned area from 4-7 Oct 65. 

3. UECYTI9li. 
n. Q2USi~pJ; 0f,f~emn1Rn. The 3d P)J. toon, CoA, with a twolunents will 

helo-.llft to AT )782'7)(OONG DEN) at 040800. After cnnsolidation 

in LZ, mnVe to opts 1, 2 and 3, estllblishing night OP/U? vicinity of 

CP 3. At 050430, 3A mnve to CP 4 and 5, establishing patrol base and 

day OP in vicinity of OP s. At 051945 one sqUld IlYwe tn Cp 6 and 7., 

estnblishing night selective ambush position at CP 7 •. ' A~ 060530, 
sqUlld return trCP 5. At 061945, one squad IJrlve tn vicinit,y Cp1s 8 . 

and 9, es ta blishing night selec ti vo ntlbush pnsi\iQn&. • At 07 

0500, sqUD.d return to CP 5, and at 070630, 3A. lDI've vicinity CP 10, se­

oure LZ (AT 8258,9) and re~in in area until pickup a.t ,cncn'30 for 

return tA LZ FINCH. 

4. ~Hl.NI~'mAUQN ,AND lOOISTIC§. 
n, 3d PlD. toon, CoA helo .. 1ift from LZ FINCH Cl t 040800 to LZ(Jl T 8'57 

827){PONG DEN). Pickup by helo at LZ(AT 825659) f.lt 07C!730 tor ro. 

1;ul"tl to LZ FINCH. . 

b. 3dReconBn SOP pertaining to suppl.Y Clnd personnel for plo. toon 

~i.zo opertl tiona apply. . 

c. Body arIDOr and helmets will be \lorn unless deemed undesiroblo 

by Patrol Leader, 
.. 

d. ldentifioation tags aOO Genew Convention cards will be \lotn atd 

iarried by each nnn. 

CONlI12ENIlbt l 
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CONFIDEX
Copy
CoA,3dReconBn
DA NANG, RVN
031030H Oct 65

OPERATION ORDER 168-65

Ref: (a) MAP: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheet 6659 III

Time Zone: H

Task Organization:
1/Lt LATERRA

3d Platoon, CoA, 3d ReconBn

1. SITUATION.
a. Enemy. Current ISUM'S(Make final check with Regt S-2 and Bn S-2).

b. Friendly. Current OPSUM'S AND PIR'S (Insure Liaison is complete
for respective area and supporting arma).

c. Attachments. One ARVN SOLDIER.

2. MISSION. 3d Platoon, COA, will conduct day and night undetected land

reconnissance, establish day OP's and selective night ambush posi-

tions within the assigned area from 4-7 Oct 65.

3. EXECUTION.
a. Concept of operation. The 3d Platoon, CoA, with attachments will

helo-lift to LZ (AT 837827)(DONG DEN) at 040800. After consolidation

in LZ, move to CP's 1, 2 and 3, establishing night OP/LP vicinity of

CP 3. At 050430, 3A move to CP 4 and 5, establishing patrol base and

day OP in vicinity of CP 5. At 051945 one squad move to CP 6 and 7,

establishing night selective ambush position at CP 7. At 060530,

squad return tnCP 5. At 061945, one squad move tn vicinity CP's 8
At 07

and 9, establishing night selective abbush positions.

0500, squad return to CP 5, and at 070630, 3A move vicinity CP 10, se-

cure LZ (AT 825859) and remain in area until pickup at 070730 for

return ta LZ FINCH.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.

a. 3d Platoon, CoA heln-lift from LZ FINCH at 040800 to LZ(AT 837

827) (DONG DEN). Pickup by helo at LZ(AT 825859) at 070730 for ro+

turn to LZ FINCH.

b. 3dReconBn SOP pertaining to supply and personnel for platoon

size operations apply.

C. Body armor and helmets will be worn unless deemed undesirable

by Patrol Leader.

d. Identification tags and Geneva Convention cards will be worn and

derried by each man.
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• 
e. A pa trnl rM t,'.l '.f;i E be submitted to 3dRecnnBn (,", .• -;: :~lld Com­
pftny Comma.nd8~ pri()::' to departure. 

f. MED-EVAC, if nocossary, will be nccolTplished in ne ~()r1ance with 
provious instrllct:l.nnlS. 

5. Q~m:l{Q . .1lliLCJLMMUNI9.£iJ'IONS AND YIRQNI~.t, 
a. 3dRecnnBn SOP per~~ining to communications for rJAtnon sizo 
opera tinl1s nppl;r. . 

b. No patrc'll Will .lJl0ve into an area where C()nJffi111!t~(' ~.i(·ns cannot 
be effoC! ted. 

c. All stf.l. t:inh3 vill :,,'o;'Y1rt each hour On~.lL lY;l'.' nl1,:l {',. Ii () tJher times 
deemed nocossary .. 

d. A report of "All secure, 8i tun tion renfl.ins th 0 sam0 tI) "lUI be re­
ported "Alpha. Sierra S:5.c'Y".(,a Rnmoo Sierra ". 

e. A pnsition report. will .be asked fnr nr reported by use of Cf'de, 
"BRA VO REPORT". 

f. FREQ: p- 39.8 A-3H.8, Change ''FLlP FLOP". 

g. THRUST LINE: 8588 

h. UBC: 'tpINKCLOVER", ls~ nurneral sturting with the day of the 
month and changing dD,Hy 0. t Ooole> 

i. AUTHEt"'lTICATlUN, BASEBALL TE1lM-LEAGUE. 

j ~ Flo. tnnn Sergeant wi th 3A12 'When squnds separn ted. 
Ple. tnnn COlJJJrAnder w1 th 311.34 when sqoo.ds sopara ted. 

k. A o(lmmunicatinn relay will be established at DONG DEN. 

1. E & E: "MAKE TRACKS". 

DISTRIBUTION, 
(;-3 (5) 
G-2 (2) 
.3dl-br1nes (4) 
2/3 ll) .3dReC(lniln 5) 
RecnnOff 1) 
eoA ,)dRoO"'nDn 4) 

B. G. HUNTER 
CAPTA IN, USMJ 
CnlJlID'lncH.ne 

CQNFrD~l'llIAL 

~. 
El'JCLOSlJRE ( 
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e. A patrol roston will be submitted tn 3dReconBn (s.). and Com-
pany Commander prior to departure.

f. MED-EVAC, if necessary, will be accomplished in accordance with
previous instructions.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS AND ELECTRONICS.
a. 3dReconBn SOP pertaining to communications for platoon size
operations apply.

b. No patrol will move into an area where communications cannot
be effected.

c. All stations will report each hour on tho hour and at other times
deemed necessary.

d. A report of n'all secure, situation remins the same", will be re-
ported "Alpha Sierra Sierra Romon Sierra".

e. A position report will be asked for or reported by use of code,"BRAVO REPORT".

f. FREQ: P- 39.8 A-38.8, Change "FLIP FLOP".

g. THRUST LINE: 8588

h. UBC: "PINK CLOVER", 1st numeral starting with the day of the
month and changing daily at 0001.

i. AUTHENTICATION: BASEBALL TEAM-LEAGUE.

j. Platoon Sergeant with 3412 when squads separated.
Platoon Commander with 3034 when squads separated.

k. A communication relay will be established at DONG DEN.

1. E & E: "MAKE TRACKS".

B. G. HUNTER
CAPTAIN, USMC
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION:
(5)G-3
(2)G-2
(4)3dMarines

2/3 (1)
3dReconBn (5)

(1)ReconOff
CnA,3dReennnn (4) CONFIDENTIAI

ENCLOSURE ( )
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PATROL REP oaT . -. . . .. 

DESlGNATION OF PATROL: Scat j - Alpha 

NAPS: Vietnam, 1:,50,000, Sheet 66,59 111, Ser. L .... 791 

1. SIZE AND COH?OSITION OF PATHOL: (1) Ofr 0.6) Enl (1) USN 

z. NlSSION: Conduct day and night und.etected land reconnaissance 
establish day OPts and selective night embns11 positions • 

.3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 040800H - October :.965 

4. TIME OF RETURN: 071230H - October 19$.5 

5. ROUTE (SHOW ON OVERLAY): Refer to Operat ten Order 168-65 

6. OBSE:1VATION - ENEHY AND TERRAIN: 

OBSEHV Nl.'J. ON --------...-'_. 
No visual or physical contaot maoer 

OTHER INFORl1ATION: 
At 0,51400H (NJ.1 820839). The pf-ltr':)1. i'lqS )Y·.'uceedtng North 
on a tr'ail when they came u;;,'}": a hd.~('·en 'v'C i;)t~')':'d:r.€ area. 
The storage area consisted cf c)rL~ buil<'l.lne elevatec1 3 f~et 
off the grouad by 12 4x4 h9r~:',1ooU 'iJe·3.mG. The bulle] iug it 
self was constrl..tCted of 4X4 st\,~js and ::;1.6 ;310 ~.ng bOarQE oJ J 
made of hardwoochposs1bly oal{. The sidings Vlerc fastened 
to the stucJ.s :)y interlocking slots and 1ns~!'ts and were 
fastened toge:ther by wooden peg l S II .A.ll the i'af:!tsnings on 
the walls and floor wer'€ drive n from the inG :tdr;;. ThE: ceiltng 
was fastened by wooden pegs from the outsidE:. There \'lere 
no door or' l'findows. The building Was appl~ox1mately ,30 feet 
long, 15 feet \'l1de anG. 10 feet high. 1'he hardwood building 
had D canopy over it made of thatched bamboo. A rain forest 
canopy approximately 100 feet high sur~ounc1s the area. 
The buildtng was filled to capacity ',,1 j.Ll ricE ~ There were 
an est1m3ted 300 bushe!ls of rice H1.th:b Us interior. The 
rice waS treshed and unhus)Q.ed. 60 metcl'S '\l'~st of the 
storage hut two leve led, cleared r::r~us ,J.~:)91~O:K tmnte ly 25 
meters square were locnted. There use could not be deter­
mined. At 05l600H. The patrol destroyed the build1ng and 
its contents by burning it. (AT 820839) 20 meters from the 
hut 0 booby trap was tripped. The trap aonsistedof one Chi 
'Com .. hand "grennde tied with a vine to 3 log. Two USJl1Q 
received severe leg wounds. A round of M-79 was fired into 
the hut result1ng in a small secondary explosion inflicting 
o heau wouno on one USI1C. The USMC -w'llA1 s were hel0 evacuated 

CONli'IDENTIA.L 
_--- I 
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Ba.
Is NAME, R/N

PATROL REPORT

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Scat 3 - Alpha

MAPS: Vietnam, 1:50,000, Sheet 6659 III, Ser. L-791

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (1) Off (16) Enl (1) USN

2. MISSION: Conduct day and night undetected land reconnaissance
establish day OP's and selective night ambush positions.

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 040800H - October 1965

4. TIME OF RETURN: 071230H - October 1955

5. ROUTE (SHOW ON OVERLAY) : Refer to Operation Order 168-65

6. OBSERVATION - ENEMY AND TERRAIN:

COORDINATESTIME OBSERVATION

No visual or physical contact made.

7. OTHER INFORMATION:
At 051400H (AT 820839) The patrol was proceeding North
on a trail when they came upon a haudien VC storage area.
The storage area consisted of one building elevated 3 feet
off the ground by 12 4X4 hardwood beams. The building it
self was constructed of 4x4 studs and 2X6 siding boards all
made of hardwood, possibly oak. The sidings were fastened
to the studs by interlocking slots and inserts and were
fastened together by wooden peg's. All the fastenings on
the walls and floor were driven from the inside, The ceiling
was fastened by wooden pegs from the outside. There were
no door or windows. The building was approximately 30 feet
long, 15 feet wide and 10 feet high. The hardwood building
had a canopy over it made of thatched bamboo. A rain forest
canopy approximately 100 feet high surrounds the area.
The building was filled to capacity with rice. There were
an estimated 300 bushels of rice within its interior. The
rice was treshed and unhusked. 60 meters West of the
storage hut two leveled, cleared areas approximately 25
meters square were located. There use could not be deter-
mined. At 051600H. The patrol destroyed the building and
its contents by burning it. (AT 820839) 20 meters from the
hut a booby trap was tripped. The trap consisted of one Ch1?
C om hand grenade tied with a vine to 3 log. Two USMC
received severe leg wounds. A round of M-79 was fired into
the hut resulting in a small secondary explosion inflicting
a head wound on one USMC. The USMC WIA'S were helo evacuated
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to C an<l e. 'I'hed.},t ccndj,t:i.on \\"[.18 oc,r7Ll.~.::'~ )[':~::-'~ 1'(1 "/\.! 

were Qeoocbea in the building oren Oy, t\'·~ 8'AlT'(;,u.n(h,.r.2, 

At 070700 (AT 82685)). A trnll WQS fmmli ~j t (A~: (';'::;;'l[l',.): 

it ron a long the stl'eam in D northeasterly d iJ.'>ect 1<)[" l' ul.~ 

500 m~ters. !I'he trail :1s not shown on the uno 0 't:, 
trail was L~ fe'~t w 1de and. IN;Id. been matted Co'.v';'.c l .;) (,~. . .. j 

small fire pincts -H~r~ detj::roted. ),5 tQ 20 E11~;(:li::::: 

appro~1lilo.tely 5 feet square to 1~ (-et'f SdUf:1.·'~ 1,,(el'~~ 01so 

located. 'l'he X'oin fN'-:~st canopy was eo :'e·3\; ;l~eh." IJ'his . 

tra 11 was not boc;)y tra:l??ed. Ho trail. mp\r'k'e~'D ~l et'," eetected. 
f (.', 
t ,. ,." , 

lmSUlJl'S OF ENCOON'I'BRS lV,L~\I ~rHR EN~Y: No contnct lno.oc. 

COltDlTION OJ.' PNl'ROL,1 1i~.jIJJD1NqDIS?OSlTlbN 0.9 ANY Dt:~(lD 
OR 'i'lOUNDED: Three, USHC VllAl·S ~su;t.ting fl'Ort\ va boohy 

traps. He 10 evacuated toe & c. t:ond1t-1oU oonsidercd frd.~. 

10. CONCWSIONS ANu RECOl"ll'1ENDATIONS: That the trail nt (AT 

828853) be continually shelled bY. H & 1 fires. 

11. ADDITlONAL C0l1i'lENTS BY DEBRIEFER: 

J. LATERRA 
1st .Lt. Co. A 

lndioations ore toot the VC storage area had been used for 

two or three weeks and that the va used local laborers to 

harvest and cor1"Y the rioe to its locat ion. The VC Cornprmy 

utilized os (\ security element was possibly the N-68 

Company jU&t recently reported in this viCinity on G Sep" 

tember. 1J.1 h1S Compnnys I purpose was to help harvest, "nd 

protect ogo.1nst intei'vent 10n by loco 1 foX-cee unti 1 

disposition of the rice could be accomplished. 

C·O NFl DEN T ~ A, f. 
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LAKCONFT

to C and C. Their condition was considered
were derected in the building area or us surroundings.

At 070700 (AT 828853). A trail was founa at (Am 828853.

it ran along the stream in a northeasterly direction for

500 meters. The trail is not shown on the map.
ON Itrail was 4 feet wide and. had been matted down 10

small fire places were detected. 15 to 20 Hutches

approximately 5 feet square to 15 feet square were also

located. The rain forest canopy was 80 feet high. This

trail was not booby trapped. No trail markers wees detected.

8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: No contact made.

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION 07 ANY DEAD

OR WOUNDED: Three USMC WIA's resulting from VC booby

traps. Helo evacuated to C & C. Condition considered fair.

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOHMENDATIONS: That the trail at (AT

828853) be continually shelled by H & I fires.

J. LATERRA
1st Lt. Co. A

11. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER:
Indications are that the VC storage area had been used for

two or three weeks and that the VC used local laborers to

harvest and carry the rice to its location. The VC Company

utilized as a security element was possibly the N-68

Company just recently reported in this vicinity on 2 Sep-

tember. This Companys purpose was to help harvest, and

protect against intervention by local forces until

disposition of the rice could be accomplished.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Cl'i~), }ri.\PoCI.J:.,ii\ 

l~:l NANG ,RVN 
04090~1{ Oct. 65 

Ref: (n) WlP~ VmTNAM. 1:50 ,000, Sbeet 66~ III 

Time Zone: H 

Task Orgomiza tions 
1st Pla won, CoA .3dRcconBn 2/Lt HENDERSON 

1. §UUAT1Q1ia. " 
(.I. E!l.av.. Current lSUM'S(*ke finnl Check with Regt 8 ... 2 nnd Bn 8-2). 
b. f.riendlY.,. Curr-en't, OPSUM'S AND PIR'S(Insure .Llnieon is coJtplete 

for :"espect1ve area and supporting nrms) .• 
c. {l tta~,Pl8p'~. One ARVN SOLDIER. 

2. ~ISSION. 1st Platonn, CoA "'ill oonduct dElY and night undetected 
and reconnaissance, astnblish day opts and selective night ambush 

positions ,within the assigne~ patrol area frt'lm 5-8 Oot 1965. 
.l;: .. 

gUTIQN. j. ';. 

0.. one t Cir oW2;tj0a. Tho 1st Platoon, CoA with nt'tclchments truck 
to FOX FUtT AT 900775 at 0517.30 and we Unal Liaison \11th 2d.t3n,' 
.3dt-Drines units a t FoX FORT. 11. t 051945, JJ\ prnceedto CP I s 1, 2 p 3, 
4, 5, 6 and 7, arriving a ft the l.a tter NLT 060,600. 1A oatA bUsh E'qurid 
day OP' s 1n vicinity of OP 7. At 06194S, 111 oaw blish sqUlld night 
selective ambush position in vioinity of CP 6, squad to return to day 
or position by 070600. At 070600. lA as ttlblish team OP' s in vicinity 
of OP 7. At 071945, lA mrve to OPls 8, 9 and 10, nrriving OF 10 NlIT' 
080600 and renain thut t'icinity. Secure LZ (AT 856m) for' pickup 
by halo u t 0807)0 and return ~ LZ FINCH. 

4. ~DM~~ISTW1TlUN AND WQIstIeS t 
a. at Platoon, OM truck .i;A FoX FCRT (I,T 900775) at 051730 heJ.o.-
11ft out fmm LZ (AT S56?7?) nt 0807:30 and return to LZ FINCH. 

b. )dRecc--.nBn SOP pertaining to supply and personnel for pla. t,of'ln 
size operations apply. 

c. Bo~ nrmor and helmets will be \10m unles*, deemed undesb'flble 
by Pa trfll Leader. 

d.· ldentificn tion ·tngs ll~ Q.eneva Convention enrds will be \lorn 
and etlrried by each mtln. .. 

e. A patrf'll mster ",ill be submitted to 3dRecn nBn (S-3) and &m­
pnny COJrllllll.ncier prior to len "ing. 
f. MED-EVAC, if' necossary, '11111 be n cconplished in accordance with 
previous 1nstruo~inDS. 

gQHtrpENTIAL 
I ENCLOSURE (9) 

DECLASSIFIED 
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3Rd REC.
BN

17.22CUNFIDENIIAL
Brineconin

ISA NANG,RVN
04090CH Oct 65

OPERATION ORDER 169-65

Ref: (a) MAP: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheet 6659 III

Time Zone: H

Task Organization:
2/Lt HENDERSON1st Platoon, CoA,3dReconBn

1. SITUATION.
a. Enemy. Current ISUM'S(Make final Check with Regt S-2 and Bn S-2).

b. Friendly. Current OPSUM'S AND PIR'S (Insure Linison is complete
for respective area and supporting arms).

c. Attachments. One ARVN SOLDIER.

2. MISSION. 1st Platoon, CoA will conduct day and night undetected

land reconnaissance, establish day OP's and selective night ambush

positions within the assigned patrol area from 5-8 Oct 1965.

3. EXECUTION.
a. Concept of operation. The 1st Platoon, CoA with attachments truck

to FOX FORT(AT 900775) at 051730 and make final Liaison with 2dBn,

3dMarines units at FOX FORT. At 051945, 1A proceed to CP's 1, 2, 3,

4, 5, 6 and 7, arriving at the latter NLT 060600. 1A establish equad

day OP's in vicinity of CP 7. At 061945, 1A establish squad night

selective ambush position in vicinity of CP 6, squad to return tn day

OP position by 070600. At 070600, 1A establish team OP's in vicinity

of CP 7. At 071945, IA move to CP's 8, 9 and 10, arriving CP 10 NLT

080600 and remain that vicinity. Secure LZ (AT 856777) for pickup

by helo at 080730 and return to LZ FINCH.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS,
a. 1st Platoon, CnA truck to FOX FORT (AT 900775) at 051730 heln-

lift out from LZ (AT 856777) at 080730 and return to LZ FINCH.

b. 3dReconBn SOP pertaining tn supply and personnel for platoon

size operations apply.

c. Body armor and helmets will be worn unless deemed undestrable

by Patrol Leader.

d. Identification tags and Goneva Convention cards will be worn

and carried by each man.

e. A patrol roster will be submitted to 3dReconBn (S-3) and Oom-

pany Commander prior to leaving.

f. MED-EVAC, if necessary, will be accomplished in accordance with

previous instructions.

CONFIDENTIAL
ENCLOSURE (9)

DECLASSIFIED
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5. Q~~~U·j:fL.9.Q~l1.Nj:ID'l~NS Arm El.W'IRONICS.,L 

a. 3clRecnnBn eop pertai.ning to oommunicntions fot' platoon size 

opera ';j~ nne apply. 

b. Nn pa trol will move into lin area. where comrnunica tiona cannot 

be f"f:':'0cted. 

c. An stations will report each hour on the hoUt" and at other 

t.~_mCFl clAQmed neees snry. 

d. l~_ :1:':::':.lo';;':j ():f 11,'\,1.1 s:_CU.~:'0> situation r::::m'l:tns the S'ltno", 'Will be 

reported I/jd.ph~ 3,1 'J_~-,"fl. 8~ -ar:rd Romeo Sier)'ft l' 0 

e. A posi tJon ropOl·t will be asked for or reported by p.se of code 

"BRAVO REPORT;!, 

r., FHEQ~ 1'- }9. b A~3~~ 8 

g. THqUST LINF.: 8880 

h. UB0. n:;',CN,l F ... ~~ l\':~t!? 1st numeral starting with the da.y of th'J 

month and r.haYJ.g:i ng r1r~:l1y Il. t 00010 

i. AUTHENTJCATIO:th n'iSJt;ilAJL TEAM-l.EI\Gt~ 

j. Platoon Sorgev.l1t with JA12 when squads separated. 
Plat()()n Comtl"nd~Y' with lA,34 when squads sepllrtlted. 

k. A conununication reJny W"l.1l 110 ostnhlishOO at DONG DEN. 

1. E & E: "M\}(E TAA CK.g /I 

B. G. HUNTER 
CAPTAIN, USlC 
COll\lOO.ndiDg 

ENCLOSURE (1) 

.?- nON F I D Ii: N T LA L 
DECLASSIFIED . 

DECLASSIFIED

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS AND ELECTRONICS.

a. 3dReconBn SOP pertaining to communications for platoon size

operations apply.

b. No patrol will move into an area where communications cannot

be effected.

c. All stations will report each hour on the hour and at other

times deemed necessary.

d. A report of "A7] secure, situation remains the same", will be

reported "Alpha Storm Sierra Romeo Sierra".

e. A position report will be asked for or reported by use of code

"BRAVO REPORT

f. FREQ: P- 39,8 A-38.8

g. THRUST LINE: 8880

h. UBO. MOCNG FRIEND", Jst numeral starting with the day of the

month and changing daily at 0001.

i. AUTHENTICATION RASEBALL TEAM-LEAGUE

j. Platoon Sergeant with JA12 when squads separated.
Platoon Commender with 1A34 when squads separated.

k. A communication relay will no ostablished at DONG DEN.

1. E & E: "MAKE TRACKS"

B. G. HUNTER
CAPTAIN, USMC

Commanding
DISTRIBUTION!

(5)0-3
(2)C-2
(4)3dMarines
(1)2/3

3dRecondn (5)
ReconOff (1)

CoA,3dRecon (4)

ENCLOSURE (9)

2 CONFIDENTIAL
DECLASSIFIED
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i~:.:I~'w~:(>, ' , "·'l,:,·jL " 
DESIGNATION OF PATROL, Soe.tl"'iiio'+~~:;' 

,,.' I : ~'~. 

" ~':'f"; 
:: -, . ~ 

MAPS, Vietnam, 1150;000"" 

l-« SIZE AND COMP~ITIONOF,PAtil9L,;".,'ti);otl' (l6)Et\l (1) USN 

; , ;':';:}i::!:~I:';'i '.;:" j' ,\ " ' 

2. MISSION I Ocmduotde.Y'8.ndJ4gbp{~~~~~¢'t;~ :~P4,:>\reo~.,1ssanee;~stablish
 

day UP 1 a £l.nd aelectlv~ night,!>~~~~* 'P(\s;1.~,1fttls,~>~",i.~!,'~ , :' " 

" .' \ '. ""<>'-'1:><'':;\:';/:;'''';' .,~.'~ :, "'.1':., (:; .' :' I,'>f ,'i"-'~>c\~~~'" 
3. TIHE OF DEPARTTIP£~ 0517.3OH"~,OQ';~ber.1965 'C'( 

. . . . ~.?,' ~":':> ':' ";" '.--' , ~;.' . '. .', , .,,;:' . 

4. TIME UF RBTup~h '0807,303 iC9~~~~t,i965 
" . ":, "':::" ,.'" ,; ",'-, ~',' .' :, .;, '." ~~ :1, " : 

5. ROUTJl~ (S:iQ1.~ ()~ OVERtAX h >'R¢~$~~.w.OKerat,io~6Ner·16~65 
", " ,'··';~··:·.:,'~:·~..::.~,:~~~"';1:.::i' .-,<' .. ··t··~ '-." ",0';',: '~"'4":~ ,'.' .,' 

6. OBSERVATIONS - EN&'1Y AND Tki\ijrnHi' 
'. '.,,' ,,·,t'.' '." 

>, 

nJ:m ~RQ.!NAI~ 

061315H (AT 84078.3) 

06150~ . (A T'}~.3.W~l;) 
. '." '!" :" 

';',". i,: 

061?30H (AT 8.34761) 
': . ' ~, 

O?12OCH (AT 6.3:!7S7) 

.y 

DECLASSIFIED

S-3
ALCUNFIDE

Copy No 11 of 20opies
30 Reconniissance Bn.

DA NANG. RVN
0808769 October 1965

PATROL REPORT

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Scat 1 - Alpha

MAPS: Vietnam, 1:50,000,

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (1) Off (16) Enl (1) USN

2. MISSION: Conduct day and night undetected land reconnaissance, establish

day OP's and selective night ambush positions.

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 051730H - October 1965

4. TIME UF RETURN: 080730H - October 1965

5. ROUTE (SHOW ON OVERLAY): Refer to Operation Order 169-65

6. OBSERVATIONS - ENEMY AND TERRA IN:

OBSERVATIONCOURDINATESTIME

6 VCS were observed cutting rice. They finished
(AT 840783)061315H

cutting ride then moved with the rice towards a

tree line at (AT 640783) where they were joined

by 3 vos. After an hour all 9 VCS moved West

carrying large grey packs full of rice. They
moved to the West near the bottom of the finger

at (AT 836786) then they went South and disappeared

from view. They all wore dark clothing and no hats.

One VCS moved North out of a tree line and dise
061500H (AT $34781)

appeared into another tree line at these on-

ordinates, He vore dark olothing, no hat and

was carrying a large bundle.

? VCS moved out of a tree line, and disappeared
0617.30H (AT 834781)

into another tree line at these coordinates.

One vore dark clothing, the other green. They

wore no hats. One carried a large pundle. The

VCS nonsisionaly looked up towards the patrols
location.

One VC, moved to within 20 meters of the patrols071200H (AT 833787)
foxward obsorvation posts Ho wore dungeree

utilities, agreen buch hat and carried $ weapon

01 unknown origin. Four M-26 grenades hung from

his U.S. made cortridge belt. He was approximately

11 years old. One member of the patrol fired at

the VC, tho VC immediatly took cover in the 10

foot on grass. The members of the patrol then

stope the area) but could not find any trace of

the VC. CUNFIDENTA

DECLASSIFIED



0713000 (AT 834781) 

071400H (AT 836786) 

DECLASSIFIED 

4 VOS, lIX'Iving in pairs 8:':, :'J.:': ,. Xl'. Yii,,] (If 5 

minutes, JIlI'Ived from nne'':!,,,,r .. i.ill~'., Hf1(~ disappeared 

into annther tree line a. tthcs cf1orclinntes. They 
wore dark c1nthins and no h~~n. One VCS was 

oarrying a bUlldle. 

3 ves, mnved nut of the tree line and int~ the rioe 

paddie~, they out r1o~ tpr appl"I'xima tell one hnu· .. • 

and then prooeede(l wi tb. tbe cut rioe into a tree 
line at (AT B40763). They wore dark olothing and 
stra.w hats. 

7. u1HJ~h :r.l';1"lJhi:L'l':'l)~: , 

(1) A'jj 05?1.30l1 ~Al $.4f!7,'0 The p~,trol passed the village r)f 1HON-HUA­

i'RUNG U;j1,:1..>Hl!~ '(-,he +'N:ll "~h~,ah ~.,') $k~,;:O nn the JlI).p, passes through 

the cen'Ce::- ('.1' tho '7'5J,lage. No ~ctivH,.y of a.n.Y' nature wae noted. ' 

Sev0ral Ln:~t\ ""~!'c ,~l,I,30J{ed. The:ra waB nrl indication the. t the huts 

V1erfJ b(':1.l~e u~()d at 'iih~.(\ time o No n!ie was observed entering Or exiting 

t,he ·r1.'),"l[~l (j';:(·:,x~: 1',\'+1 r.ou~· pe:r.inc:t th(J'~ 1-hifl village vas placed 

under nbD(;rv~j,I·:JI.tl(. 'rhe 1'; co paddie onrnplex surrnu.nding the village 

;-.0,(; v·P}J""Xj;'1Rtc:i.,V 20% r·f tl."e rice oultivated, The rest of the paddies 

'\-Tore .'1lit ~j,ng 1.1r.ed. 

(2) Commlmlr;;:1'i';,op.:'l With ro:l.atr toa.m.'3 on DONG DEN MOUNTAIN t,hrC1ughnut the 

patrol 1 r· ~.~~ef', Vas exco).J~nt, 

(4) The area. is infestN2 .r.·;.U~ )nn.d ·len,·,.'·h'fl. 

(5) No map correctionI':! \.'(11'0 nnt,ed,,' 

8. RESULT5 OF RNOuUNTERSl!rTH THE E~EMY: . (1) VO por-,p:i.b1.v ... rotuld,~(1. 

9. OUNDITluN ur'PATRUJJ, r:KJJ"UDING DISPOSI:~rUl'H)F~N': DEAD OR ~1'JJn!JtID; (food. 

CuNCLUSluNS llND REOLll-t,}J.b'J'mA'.~lOKSI·. ' .. 

There is 8. good p r, B Ri b1Uy th.t.:\:. 9o.niew1's:~rEl in t'ge area bounded by. ( 8279, 

8Z77, 8/.77, 8~N9) 0 'Ihcl'O ex1l.ats 8." gve~aUa camp suppnrting a platoon 

s~-ze (or Ir.~r:Q') band n:f: t11lc::,·r::'~Je.s.. Ve.lloy bet~lee)l .:2 fillfel'E! ( vicinity 

flT 8378) fl~eml> mo~t J ~p.J.y spnt. If 'v~,lltl!:e ~d';:: HI;!' ~lprJ:;C. is in fnot 

deserted or !'lBnr1y d£S~lM~. i't sr.o1il.d 1)8 t!:JLI'D~'g":J.y :;(;, \)'l two, en:i ceatrt:'l,Yed. 

11. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS bY' ;:I·~Ji< .. l\'lIR.~ 

\o!.. T,HmJD:1RS')N 
bt T.J~-'''r.o J\. 

IndicatiQtna are; that.hl-,( YG3 de t (l;)1:ed In t.hl'J a:':'6Il (If gr:~,J "(lt1~)'G (AT 

8,378) at'e actually f('l':}('.d ,'.S:Dr'rel;~f\ \:nr~::inG Un(le:~ thE:l ')(,r.·:,;:',,:L nf tbe 

recently reported N ... 6$' '/0 (;nn"pun~' w:t th 1 t::; 1 fuht~:in.:l t,) ~~~:[:1..I't. 'locar. 

foroes in the prntectiniJ. ';;K~ he'!''I;-cs·~:i.ng n;l' t,J,I.!" ;,'~:2~:l fn; L·'t,I':":'; 'we~ 

'!bis VC cn.lllpl'l.1\Y was r€:')":-:'~od j.n '\ha genc:r::'1.1 D,l'e'),')'l :-, ~ -'," ::(:~J';ber~ that 

Q.,,!~_ :Jj .. _LP.~.NJ ~ U 

DECLASSIFIED 
".---.. .. 

DECLASSIFIED

TAL

5ofwealin4 VCS, moving in pairs at
071300H (AT 834781)

minutes, moved from one tree line, and disappeared

into another tree line at thes coordinates. They

wore dark clothing and no hats. One VCS was

carrying a bundle.

3 VCS, moved out of the tree line and into the rice
071400H (AT 836786)

paddies, they out rice for approximately one house

and then proceeded with the out rice into a tree

line at (AT 840783). They wore dark clothing and

straw hats.

7. OTHER INFORMATION:
(1) At 052130H 'AT 8477). The patrol passed the village of THON-HUA-

TRUNG utilising the trail which 40 stown on the map, passes through

the center of the village. No activity of any nature was noted.

Several Into were checked. There was no indication that the huts

were being used at this time. No one was observed entering or exiting

the village during & it how period the's this village was placed

under obscrvation. The rice paddie complex surrounding the village

had [: 20% of the rice cultivated. The rest of the paddies

were not being used.

(2) Communications with relay teams on DONG DEN MOUNTAIN throughout the

patrol's suree was excelCant,

(3) The trails used, were free of bonby traps and trail markors,

(4) The area is infested with land lenahes.

(5) No map corrections were noted.

8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: (1) VC possibly wounded.

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD OR WOUNDED: Good.

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECUMMENDAMIONS:
There is a good possibility that somewhire in the area bounded by (8279,

8277, 8477, 8(mg). There exists a guerrilza camp supporting a platoon

size (or Largor) band of guarrillas. Valley between 2 fingers (vicinity

AT 8378) seems mont likely spot. If village SHON HGA !PUNC is in fact

deserted or nearly deserted it should be throughly mechod and destroyed.

W. T. HENDERSON
1st Lt. CO.N.

11. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEBONER
Indications are; that the VOS deteated in the area of grad aquare (AT

8378) are actually foreed l'aborens working under the adidas of the

recently reported N-68 VC Company with its: mission to assist Incal

forces in the protection and harvesting oil the adidas for Cabare use,

This VC company was reported in the general area on 2 contember; that

CONTIDENTIAI

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

the rioe 1s finding its way to smnll prpo'38s1ng s":-ations in and arnund 
the base of DONG DEN; that the rioe is prooessed and the majority trans­
ported nut of the DANANG oonplex via the SuNG NAM; that a portion of 
the rice harvesT after prOOOFJ8~."8, is retained [It these stations for 
preAent and future support of va forces operating withim the north~ 
wester portion of the DANANG TAOR. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

C N F I D E N TTIAL

the rice is finding its way tn small processing stations in and around
the base of DUNG DEN; that the rice is processed and the majority trans-
ported out of the DANANG complex via the SONG NAM; that a portion of
the rice harvesT, after processing, is retained at these stations for
present and future support of VC forces operating within the north-
wester portion of the DANANG TAOR.

CONFIDNTII

DECLASSIFIED
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UPERATIuN UiU>EIlI 170-65 
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, · ~ t6f.('A/ 

OnpY~~OOPies 
C~, 3d RecnnOn 
DA NANG, HVN 
070900, Uc t 65 

Ret a (a) MAPs Vietmm, 1150,000, Sheet 6658 'N 

Time Zonel H 

~sk urganit'JEl tit'lnl 
2nd PlA tnnn, OClA, 3d Recnndn lstLt MAOCASKILL 

1. Sn~A!lU~Ii.. 
a, EMili. Current ISUM'S (Make tiMl check with Regt S .. 2 aId lln 8-2). 
b. Friendly. Ourrent ut)SUM'S ani riR'S (Insure Liaison is ot'llq)lete fC'r 

respeotive area an:l supporting ,arms), 
o. lhttAohmeots. une ARVN sn1dieri 

2. msS~UU. 2rd Platf'f.'n, C~ wm O"nduct day and night undetected land 
reconnaissanoe, establish ~1 l,i>ts and selective night ambush positinnS 
within the assigned patrol area frnm 9-13 oct 1965. 

3. mUXluti. 
a. ynnoPRt of upen:140n. The 2nd Platnon, C~ v1'h attll.chzoonts Heln­
lift from IZ FINCH tf\ LZ (AT 845675). Upon oonsnl1datit'ln in LZ, ~ mnve 
to CP 1 where one squad will be sent tf\ C? 2, Upon return nf squad frnm 
OP 2, 2A Jlll've to OP 3 and 4, where ~ will estAblish a ?atrnl Base arr­
ivlrq NLT 091900, One squad w111 establish night Ui'/I;: in vicinity of 
OP 4 on etre8.~ liLT 091945. At 1006.30 nne squad JIYIve to CF 6 and 7, chao· 
king the area in vioini ty ot O? 7. Thie eQ~d return tC' 01' 4 NLT 101600 
Relocate ?atrn1 &se and establish up/Ii! near strea.mNLT i01900. At 11-
06)0, one equad prnoeed to C? 5 a.nd check out area fnr possible trail 
and return tn 01;> 4 NLT lUroO. Establish one eq\¥l.d UP 1Il? near stream 
NLT 111900. At 120630, 2A prooeed to OP t 8 8, 9, ani 10 arri vlng NLT . 
121000. At 130100, 2J. JIYIve to CPll, secure LZ (AT 845675) am renain in 
arM r~ Helo-lift out a.t 1.307.30 for return to LZ FINCH. 

4. AlmlNlilTMTllm ~Nl>. l6QI§TIQS. 
El. 2nd Plt, CnA Hele-lift nn the Mnrnin(, or 9 uot( at a time to be 
deSigna. ted) frnm .LZ. FINOHto U (AT 845675). Helo-lift out frl'lm l2I 
(AT a4~675) at 130730 for ret~ tn LZ FINCH. 
b. .3dReon~n SUP pertaining to sUPPl1 and peNn nnel fr.r platoon dee 
t'lperA tinns apply, 
c. andy armor and helmets wID be wnrn unless deemed und ... s1rable b,y 
the patrKi leader. 
d. Identifioation-.tabs aOO Geneva Cnnvention cards wUl be wnrn and 
car~1ed b.Y each me • 
e. A patrol rt'lsteP will be submitted to 3d Reonndn (S-3) and C0n;>a1\Y 
Cnmmander prinr to departure. 
f. MEJ)..EVAC, if necea9Bl"1', wiU be .aconnp11shed in aconrdanoe with 
previou, 1n~tj.'''n8. 

g ,,< N [ I Pili : I A L 

DECLASSIFIED 
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3d REC BN

Copy 19.22 CopiesCUNFIDENTIAL
CnA, 3d ReconBn
DA NANG, RVN
070900, uct 65

UPERATION ORDER: 170-65

Ref: (a) MAP: Vietnam, 1:50,000, Sheet 6658 IV

Time Zone: H

Task Organization
1stLt MACCASKILL2nd Platoon, COA, 3d ReconBn

1. SITAUTION.
a. Enemy. Current ISUM'S (Make final check with Regt S-2 and Bn S-2).
b. Friendly. Current UPSUM'S and PIR'S (Insure Liaison is complete for

respective area and supporting arms).
c. Attachments. One ARVN soldier

2. MISSION. 2nd Platoon, Cnts will conduct day and night undetected land

reconn issance, establish day UP's and selective night ambush positions
within the assigned patrol area from 9-13 Uct 1965.

3. EXECUTION.
a. Concept of Operation. The 2nd Platnon, CnA with attachments Heln-
lift from LZ FINCH $ LZ (AT 845675). Upon consolidation in LZ, 2A move
to CP 1 where one squad will be sent to 02 2. Upon return of squad from
CP 2, 2A move to CP 3 and 4, where 2A will establish a Patrol Base arr-

iving NLT 091900. One squad will establish night UP/L3 in vicinity of
CP 4 on stream NLT 0919454 At 100630 one squad move tn CP 6 and 7, chec-

king the area in vicinity of CP 7. This squad return tn CP 4 NLT 101600
Relocate Patrol Base and establish UP/LP near stream NLT 101900. At 11-

0630, one squad proceed tn CP 5 and check out area for possible trail

and return to CP 4 NLT 111600. Establish one squad UP/LP near stream
NLT 111900. At 120630, 2A proceed tn CP's 8, 9, and 10 arriving NLT
121600. At 130100, 2A move tn CP11, secure LZ (AT 845675) and remain in
area for Helo-lift out at 130730 for return tn L2 FINCH.

ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.4.
a. 2nd Plt, Cod Helo-lift on the Morning, of 9 vot( at a time tn be

designated) from LZ FINCH tn LC (AT 845675). Heln-lift nut from LZ

(AT 845675) at 130730 for return to LZ FINCH.
b. 3dRecondn SUP pertaining to supply and person nnel for platoon size

operations apply.
c. Body armor and helmets will be worn unless deemed undesirable by
the patrol leader.
d. Identificatinn.tabs and Geneva Convention cards will be worn and

carried by each man
e. A patrol roster will be submitted to 3d Recondn (s-3) and Company
Commander prior to departure.
f. MED-EVAC, 11 necessary, will be accomplished in accordance with

previous instructions.

CUNFIDENTIAL

(10)

DECLASSIFIED
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.g U liP' I U ~'4.~. • .. 
s. .'CVI~YAmL1iliP~~IQ/t:n~§.A~~!9.a 

8.. 3d RecnnrlrlS(i!J pertniriihg to .QOIlllll'l'.n.i.ee. tiona tor pJo. t,nnn eize nper-
ations applYe. . '. e " f.·f'· i ',,' • ;' .,,':. 

b. Nt')patrt')l wll~ mnve into an area. where cnmmunicn tinns cannl"t be 
effeoted. . '., ... ' ;; . 
c. Allsto.tinnswillrepnrt eaoh hnur on the hr.ur and at other times 
deemed neoessary.·' ;'. '. 
d. A'repnrt nt HALt SI!XlUnE, SITUATluN RHINS 'l'HE SAME" will be 
repnrtedllALPHA SJ!:IRllA ~IERRA RVJ0) SIEl.WA. II 

e. A pnait1onre~f\rt\"1l1 be asked tnr 01' reported 'by usa of code 
"DRAVu REPUUT".'i, . ,'" , '. . 
f. FR~. P-.3,~,,~}:,,4. .. jB.,8 
g THRUST LL"11~f"~'\867~'" ';' 

• J!)o.,. . . "''''''ll'',ue, 
h. UJCl ":?ICTjJij.E,,0NANJ1;~a"iJ,!!,t(ti~~z:a1, starting with the day or the month 
and oliFl..l.!e~.np.: df' Uy at 0001e . 

~. AU~'':.Il~N1; ,]J.'.1. I~)N: Jaso·.J9.l1 teeJl)oo league. 
,. PJ.fi;,,~{j(1~,~ 'i~C0e.nt:wi th 2A34 wheq i~9~q<~'\:>~~~t~~. 
k •. , Pla t('l,r;m. C~1llIln:\.id~~j;;,w~AiI:J.S~2 when' sq"", ds's epara ted. 
1. A C.01!l1lll1.n:l.oa.t1.ono relay will be established a'\., l:Ul,L 3Z7 1£/neMssar1. 
Ill. Efl,n~l "MAKE TilACI:8 1/ 

',! > '. /" .. ~, 
DlP'l'RldUflvlh' '~i 

,ld Mari~s(·i,<·'o.;, "11 
FSOQ,t gckMa.:i·ines 3 
lstJh., lstt\ Me.rihes :1./ 
eM, 3d >Reo"0ru3n l : 14 .'. Q.. 3 . ,'0 /: ;;,' \' '1. 'i ;5 .U 'f {l,\ 

Q..2 ;,-~ J,:",~_": ':\ '\'>;, ·:ll:·rrj,.; ~,~ 1 ~~}{~~'*\ 
3d Reeon.nrf·~\': d ":5·,~q, ,'~L ',I 

Recotl·:·l)tf,io.r "':\ ~ 
:,-

~ " . .,1, 
i:~' ' " "( 
',i ,;,~. ".,/~." 1.,fI.; .r 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CUNFID E RIAL

5. COLMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS AND ELECTRONICS

a, 3d Recondn SUP pertaining to communications for platoon size oper-

ations apply.
b. No patrol will move into an area where communications cannot be

effected.
C. All stations will report each hour on the hour and at other times

deemed necessary.
d. A report of "ALL SECURE, SITUATION REMAINS THE SAME" will be

reported "ALPHA SEIRRA SIERRA RUMEO SIERRA. 11

e. A position r eport will be asked for or reported by use of code

"BRAVO REPORT".
f. FREQ. P-39.8 A-38.8
g. THRUST LINE: 8670.

h. UBC; "PICTURE MAN" 1st numeral starting with the day of the month

and changing daily at, 0001.

1. Baseball team- league.
1. Playmon Sergeant with 2A34 when squads separated.

k. Platoon Commander with 2412 when squ ds separated.
1. A communications relay will be established at HILL 327 if/necessary.

m. EandE: "MAKE TRACKS"

3. G. HUNTER
CAPTAIN, USMC
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION:

13d Marines
3FSCC, 3d Marines

1st3n, 1st Marines l
CnA, 3d Reconsn 4

5G-3
1G-2
53d Reconid
1Recon Officer

CUNEITIDENTIAL
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mm~NlQrt 

DESIGNh TION OF PATROL: Seat 2 .. Alpha 

- ..,.." .:3 
....:.:> -

Copy Not{"ora..cop~;.E>., 
3d aeoonnaissance Bn. 
DA NANO, RVN 
121600H october 1965 

MAPs: Vietnam, 11.50,000, Sheet No. 6658 IV, Sar. L-701 

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL. (J.)ott (18) Enl (1) USN (1) ARVN 

2. MISSION I Conduct day and night U.tldetected land reoonnai.s$tmoe, 
establish day OP' s and selective night ambush positions. 

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 0916,30H .. Ootober 1965 

4. TIME OF RETURNI 1215300 - Ootober 1965 

5. ROUTE (SHOW ON OVEtUAyh ReteI' to Opere.tionOrder170--6S 

6. OBSERVATIONS - ENEMY AND TERRAINs 

Qj2SERVA tWa· 
No visual or physioe.l contaot mde. 

7. OTHER INFORMA.TluNI 

At 091330H (AT 82567,3). As the patrol wns~West up tJ:le SONG 
LO DONG, they observed approximately 8 or 10elepho.nt tracks on a 
shallow sand bar at these ooordinates. The traCks 1~ troll1 tho sand 
bar North towards a tre.il leading to'h111 mas, i42.' Thepatrol 
followed this traU tor approX1mntely SOOmet$rs tbe,,-.. es.tablished 
a patrol base at (AT 823675). One team was deployed to fUl:"ther 
reoonnoiter the trail tor approx1Jnb.tel.y anothet 1000 meters. Elephant 
dung. vas noted throughout the tra1ls route.. The 9lephant dung had 
not deteriorated and was belJ&ved to be approximately a week old. 
The trail carne to an abrupt end at (AT 812679). ~be tn>.1l was approxi­
ntltely 1 fObt wide, and int'requently ~ed as indicated by the 
exoessi va under growth. The oo.nopl surrounding the trail. is 
approximately 10 feet high. The vegetation along the ttail is 
infested with land leeChes, No booQI traps werelooated, but one 
trail marker superimposed on thesround in the shape of an arrow 
was located at (AT 819677) and pointed West by Northwest. 

At 0917000 (J~T820674). The patrol came upon a large natUral oave. 
The entranoe was approX1matelY J teet in diamet~. Theintetior 
was approximately 30 feet deep and S feet hieh. All that was 
detected inside of .1lOteworthyslgnU'icance were two hUDl).n toot prints. 
The cave was oompletely uninba.bited. 'Dr two subsu.equent days the 
patrol area was traversed and no h\UOO.n sighting lias made. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

5-3

CONFIDENTIAL
Copy No 15 of18 Copies
3d Reconnaissance Bn.
DA NANG, RVN
121600H October 1965

ATROL REPORT

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Scat 2 - Alpha

MAPS: Vietnam, 1:50,000, Sheet No. 6658 IV, Ser. L-702

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (1) Off (18) Enl (1) USN (1) ARVN

2. MISSION: Conduct day and night undetected land reconnaissance,
establish day OP's and selective night ambush positions.

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 091630H - October 1965

4. TIME OF RETURN: 121530H - October 1965

5. ROUTE (SHOW ON OVERLAY): Refer to Operation Order 170-65

6. OBSERVATIONS - ENEMY AND TERRAIN:

OBSERVATIONCOURDINATESTIME

No visual or physical contact made.

7. OTHER INFORMATION:

At 091330H (AT 825673). As the patrol was moving West up the SONG

LO DONG, they observed approximately 8 or 10 elephant tracks on a
shallow sand bar at these coordinates. The tracks led from the sand
bar North towards a trail leading to hill masa 142. The patrol
followed this trail for approximately 500 meters then established

patrol base at (AT 823675). One team was deployed to furthera
reconnoiter the trail for approximately another 1000 meters. Elephant
dung was noted throughout the trails route. The elephant dung had
not deteriorated and was believed to be approximately a week old.

The trail came to an abrupt end at (AT 812679). The trail was approxi-

mately 1 foot wide, and infrequently used as indicated by the
excessive under growth. The canopy surrounding the trail is

approximately 10 feet high The vegetation along the trail is
infested with land leeches. No booby traps were located, but one
trail marker superimposed on the ground in the shape of an arrow
was located at (AT 819677) and pointed West by Northwest.

At 091700H (AT 820674). The patrol came upon a large natural cave.

The entrance was approximately 3 feet in diameter. The interior
was approximately 30 feet deep and 5 feet high. All that was

detected inside of noteworthy significance were two human foot prints.
The cave was completely uninhabited. For two subsuequent days the

patrol area was traversed and no human sighting was made.

CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED
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pO~.FIDENTW 

Significant Remnrks: 

(1) With the use of the AN/PRC 2', communicatioAs was excellent at 
all times. One be. ttery for the AN/PRC 2$ was Used for 81 'hours 
vithout failure or replaoement. Communioa.ions with tbq"AN/PRC 10 
was poor. 

(2) Movement throughout the patrol area was very difficult, ana 
trails were limited and very difficult in finding. 

8. RESULTS OF ENOOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: No oontaot II1lde. 

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INOLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DFAD OR WOUNDED: ;Fair. 

10. CuNCLUSIONS AND RECOMlvrENDATIONSl 

The patrol leader believes the. t the VO may transient the area in squf.d 
size or smaller units,or possibly'not at all,beoause of the limited 
trails,heavy vegetation and dense canopy. 

ll. ADDITIuNAL COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER: 

D. C. MIW OASKILL 
1st Lt. Co. /I. 

Indications are the VC are using this area , but on a limited basis and 
for very small units. The finding of the elephant tracks, and dung 
are evidence that paok animals are being used for oertain beavy 
supply functions. The laok of any local inhabitants being observed 
during the day suggests possible clnndestina operations, being 
conducted at night,rather then during the day,when observation fro~ 
ground and air is possible. 

QONFIPENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENT L

Significant Remarks:

(1) With the use of the AN/PRC 25, communications was excellent at
all times. One battery for the AN/PRC 25 was used for 81 hours
without failure or replacement. Communications with the AN/PRC 10
was poor.

(2) Movement throughout the patrol area was very difficult, and
trails were limited and very difficult in finding.

8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: No contact made.

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD OR WOUNDED: Fair.

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

The patrol leader believes that the VC may transient the area in squadsize or smaller units, or possibly `not at all,because of the limited
trails,heavy vegetation and dense canopy.

D. C. MAC CASKILL
1st Lt. Co. A

11. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER:

Indications are the VC are using this area, but on a limited basis and
for very small units. The finding of the elephant tracks, and dungare evidence that pack animals are being used for certain heavy
supply functions. The lack of any local inhabitants being observed
during the day suggests possible clandestine operations, being
conducted at night, rather then during the day, when observation from
ground and air is possible.

CONFIDENTIAI
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80

69
GOOD TRAIL -

NOT SHOWN
ON MAP

)

THIS TRAIL AS SHOWN ON
MAP IS NON-EXISTANT.

64

85
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Time Zon€l~ F 

Task Oreer.i:-;<l (,1,cm 
ls'!-, J":',at,')o.:1,. GoA ,3c1Jt0(' .. nn,;'~n 

(}"'P,~"Ii?({1'''?3cCip:I.EIS 
GoA , 3(J~'~"eci;.uBll 
IlA m fn. :lr'JJ~' 
}O.'JBOOI!. !)(~+. 6~ 

liLt CUI.LET 

1. §ITYfl],T-lW: .. 
n. J~t~;:lJ),'~ .. GUl:'l"(lnt lS11J.,FS(Make final check with Regt S-2 nnd Bn S-2). 
b. f)~~.:,~~:.rL\> I: Ll.nen.'!j f)PSlJ}i1S AND PIR 'S( Insure L~.e,ifl(m is cOIl[llete 

::.'v.',·.):1p')(.~t~:;ro area. nnd supporting armr). 
c. L~tf.r:)~rr~n~:..:~ "lno AIi.'lN tk'WIE...tt. 

2. ~$.tQ~~ J.~t PJa Loon, CoA will oonduct cial and night undeteoted 
la.nd rooonnaissance, establish day OP's and selective night n~ 
bush positions within the assigned patrol area. from ll-14 Oot 65. 

3. ~J1.'l');.o .. N .. _ 
a. CI,,")...:':'l~~tiL~R~rat:1.2ns 1st Platoon, CM w1th attachments holo-lift 
[,,'om r.Z FINCH to l.?V~T C56?3/~) a.t 11l800. Upon consolidation in LZ, 
:LA mov.) to C:?l and rennin the. t vic.ini ty t,p.til 111945 at whieh time 
JA move to CP' s 2, 3, nOO 4, arrlv:lllg t,he latter NIl!: 120600. ;.. t 12 
0600, ]A esta.blish dny OP in vicin~ty of brit\ge nt cr 4. At 121930 
11. mhve to Cpts 5 and 6 arriving the latter NLT 130600 nnd es't.a.bl:lsh 
day OP 'id6Uity OF 6. At 1319JO, lA move 1:.0 OP's 7, 8, 9, 10 and ll, 
e~tablish a seleotive night ambush position in vioinity of CP 11 
until 1405.30 at which time lA move 110 OP 12, secure LZ(AT 841724) 
and remain there for helo-1ift out at 140730 for return to LZ FINCH. 

4. ItRMlHI§IWUcm ANQ WlSTICS. . 
a. 1st Platnnn, Coo halo-11ft from LZ FINCH t'l.t 111800 nnd kd LZ(AT 
856734}. Halo-lift from LZ(AT ~724) at I1tJ7')IJ for return to LZFINCH •. 

b. 3d ReoonBl!l SOP p,,,?rtnining to suppl,y 'and personnel for platoon 
size oper.ations apply. 

C. Bod,y armor and helmets will ~~wnrn unless deemed undesirable 
by Patrol Lender. -....;, ' ... 

d. Identifica.tion tags and Gene~ Convention Cards will be worn 
ond carried by enoh man. 

e. A patrol rl"lster \Till be submitted to 3dReoonBn 8-3) (1.00 Ooupany 
Cotnmander prior to leaving. 

f. MED-EVAC, it necessary, will be nceoliplished iD aoccrdll.noe with 
previous instructions. 

CONFIPEl,iTIAL 

ENCLOSURE._~/r) 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

3d REC BN

C O

CoA,3diteconBu
DA NANG.RVN
100800H Oct 65

OPERATION ORDER 190.00

Ref: (a) MAP, 1.30.000, Sheet 6659 III

Time Zone: H

Task Organization:
1/Lt COLLET1st flatson, CoA,3diteconAn

1. SITUATION,
a. Current ISUM'S (Make final check with Regt S-2 and Bn S-2).

Friendly Current OPSUM'S AND PIR'S (Insure Lieison is completeb.
conpective area and supporting arms).

C. Attachments, ino AINVN SULDIER.

2. MISSION, 1st Platoon, CoA will conduct day and night undetected
land reconnaissance, establish day OP's and selective night am-
bush positions within the assigned patrol area from 11-14 Oct 65.

3. EXECUTION.
a. Comcent of operation. 1st Platoon, CoA with attachments helo-lift
from LZ FINCH to 1Z(AT 856734) at 111800. Upon consolidation in LZ,
IA movo to CP1 and remain that, vicinity until 111945 at which time
1A move to CP' 8 2, 3, and 4, arriving the latter NLT 120600. At 12
0600, 1A establish day OP in vicinity of bridge at CP 4. At 121930
1A move to CP's 5 and 6 arriving the latter NLT 130600 and establish

day OP vicinity CP 6. At 131930, LA move to CP's 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11,
establish a selective night ambush position in vicinity of CP 11
until 140530 at which time 1A move to CP 12, secure LZ(AT 841724)
and remain there for helo-lift out at 140730 for return to LZ FINCH.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.
a. 1st Platoon, CoA helo-lift from LZ FINCH at 111800 and and LZ(AT
856734). Helo-lift from LZ(AT 841724) at 140730 for return to LZFINCH.

b. 3d ReconBn SOP pertaining to supply and personnel for platoon
size operations apply.

c. Body armor and helmets will be worn unless deemed undesirable

by Patrol Leader.

d. Identification tags and Geneva Convention Cards will be worn
and carried by each man.

e. A patrol roster will be submitted to 3dReconBn S-3) and Company
Commander prior to leaving.

f. MED-EVAC, if necessary, will be accorplished in accordance with

previous instructions.

CONFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE (11)
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5. QS~t-X)£.l\~J .. Alm..9~'UONS A~~w.lTll~'l11Q? 
a. :\ihv(,~,7'.r..9n SOP pertaining to o4'):a'Jnunioationa for' platoon size 
OpC1'[L'~,i. ana 0. pply 0 

b. N~ p~trol will ma.einto an area where oommunications cannot 
be eff. eo tod. ' 

d. All sta.tionl wiU r~r.'b eaoh hour on the hour and at other 
times deemed neoessary. 

d. A report ot ''All seoure, sitwtion remains the same", will be 
reported ''Alpha. Sierra Sierra Romeo Sierra". 

e. A position repor\ will be asked fer or reported by use of 
code "BRAVO REPLRT". 

f. FREQI p-.39.8 A-.3S.a 

g. THRUST LINE: fY/76 

h. UBC. "JUNGLE PATH", 1st mlljl .. 1 .ta_ing with the day "r the 
month and changing daily at 0001. 

i. A U'l.'HENTlCA TlON: A UTOP.QBlLE-MAKER 

j. Platoon Sergeant with 1/.34 when squads separated. 
Platoon Leader with lA12 when squads separated. 

k. A communication relny will b& established at Hill 327 if necesaar,y. 

1. E&E: "MIlKE TRACKS1I. 

B. G. HUNTER 
C1I.PTAlN, USl«} 
CoJtllltl.nding 

DISTRIBUTION: 
0-3 
(;-2 

3cll-br1nes 
lstBn,lst}lbr 
2/3 
.3dReoonBn 
ReoonOtf 
Coli ,.3dReoonBn 

ENCLOSURE (/1 ) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS AND ELECTRONICS.
a. 3dRocanBn SOP pertaining to dommunications for platoon size
operations apply.

b. No petrol will moveinto an area where communications cannot
be effected.

d. All stations will raport each hour on the hour and at other
times deemed necessary.

d. A report of "All secure, sitution remains the same", will be
reported "Alpha Sierra Sierra Romeo Sierra".

e. A position report will be asked fx or reported by use of
code "BRAVO REPORT".

f. FREQ: P-39.8 A-38.8

g. THRUST LINE: 8776

h. UBC: "JUNGLE PATH", 1st numeral stafting with the day of the
month and changing daily at 0001.

1. AUTHENTICATION: AUTOMOBILE-MAKER

j. Platoon Sergeant with 1A34 when squads separated.
Platoon Leader with 1A12 when squads separated.

k. A communication relay will be established at Hill 327 if necessary.

1. E&E: "MAKE TRACKS".

B. G. HUNTER
CAPTAIN, USMC
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION:
(5)G-3
(2)G-2
(4)3dMarines
(1)1stBn,lstMar
(1)2/3
(5)3dReconBn
(1)ReoonOff
(4)CoA,3dReconBn

CUNFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE (11)
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, 
DFSIGNATluN OF PATllOL, Soat 1 - Alpha 

• Oopy NO~~ot~opies 
3d Recon;'.lF.d.flflanoe Bn. 
DA NANG, RVN 
W400H Ootober,1965 

~PS: Vietnam, 1.,0,000, Sheet No. 6659 II, Ser. t.701 

1. SIZE AND COMPCSrrION OF PATROL: (1) ott (12) En;!. (1) USN (1) ARVN 

2. MISSILNs Oonduot day and night undeteoted land reoonnaissanoe , 
establish day OP's and seleotive ambush positions. 

). TIME OF DEPARTURE: 111800H - Ootober 1965 

4. TIME OF RFrlJR.N1 140900H - Ootober 1965 

5. RUlJI'E: ¥er to Operation Urdel' 171-65 

6. OBSERVATDN: 

OBSERYATIQH 

No physi~a.l or visual oontaot Mde. 

7. CfL'HER !NFrJRMtlT ION I 

(1) At 1110,30H (AT 846728). 3 ma made barrioades biseoting the rond 
at \Ohese coordinates. They are ,3 teet to 4 feet high and are 
cnns~l'ucted of saplings. and brush. Booby traps were noted in 
seve~l places, but were avoided. 

(2) At (l.T 8S3736). A VC observation post was located at these 
coortinates. Three lIt).tted down areas around the s:l.te 'Were detented. 
The a-:-oo of the 81 te 'Was free of enell\Y' t!'ash and equipment.. With 
the elception of n few mAohine gun ammo links 'Whioh the patrol 
leade!" believes my have baen expended. by rotar driven aircrnft, 
rathe~ then the VC. 

(3) At (A~ 8487.34). Several shell oasings with 3 .. 06 markings, tarnished, 
and rusty 'Were found and disoarded. 

(4) At {AT 821734).aDd (AT 822'131). Tvo ooncrete bridges 14 feet wide 
and 15 teet long were found destroyed. By pass of the bricges 
is oonD1dered possible. 

(51) I.t (AT 8017~). .3 bamboo oon61truoted hutohes were located at 
~hesG ooordinates. All that rema1~tt' of two of the butohes. 
'ere its foundations. The other. was still upright, but partially 
6eatroyed. It was e\tident these · ... dwellings had been thel~e for a 
oc.naiderable period ot time. 

CQNFIQIt{IIA~ 

DECLASSIFIED 
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S-3
CONFIDENT

Copy No./Lof Copies
3d Reconnainsance Bn.
DA NANG, RVN
141400H October 1965

PATROL REPORT

DESIGNATION OF PATHOL: Scat - Alpha

MAPS: Vietnam, 1:50,000, Sheet No. 6659 II, Ser. L-701

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (1) Off (12) Enl (1) USN (1) ARVN

2. MISSION: Conduct day and night undetected land reconnaissanceestablish day OP's and selective ambush positions.
,

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 111800H - October 1965

4. TIME OF RETURN: 140900H - October 1965

5. ROUTE: Rafer to Operation Order 171-65

6. OBSERVATION:

TIME COORDINATES OBSERVATION

No physical or visual contact made.

7. OTHER INFORMATION:

(1) At 112030H (AT 846728). 3 man made barricades bisecting the road
at these coordinates. They are 3 feet to 4 feet high and are
constructed of saplings and brush. Booby traps were noted in
several places, but were avoided.

(2) At (it 853736). A VC observation post was located at these
coordinates. Three matted down areas around the site were detected.
The area of the site was free of enemy trash and equipment.. With
the exception of a few machine gun ammo links which the patrol
leader believes may have been expended by rotar driven aircraft,
rather then the VC.

(3) At (AT 848734). Several shell casings with 3.06 markings, tarnished,
and rusty were found and discarded.

(4) At (AT 821734) and (AT 822735). Two concrete bridges 14 feet wide
and 15 feet long were found destroyed. By pass of the bridges
is considered possible.

(5) ht (AT 801744). 3 bamboo constructed hutohes were located at
these ocordinates. All that remained of two of the hutches
were its foundations. The other was still upright, but partially
destroyed. It was evident these udwellings had been there for a
considerable period of time.

CONFIDENTIAI
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( 6) At 1.31400H (AT 802744). Numerous elephant trfl.ck,,;; .:: e1:: EI'J'cd J ~~, '.)~ 
recently made, were tollbwed by· the patrol for approxin'a'l.e:'_' 
1500 matirs on 6 trail not indioated on the .map. (Refer to ~Je:c 
oorreotion overlay) The elephant was not found. Along the ant1 re 
trail, elephant dung was prev~~. 

(7) At {AT 80674S}. The patrol used a trnU wh1oh1s ntlt indicated. on 
tho mp. (Ro.fer to lWp oorrection overlAl) The trail is weu uaed, 
atl.d is 8 teet to 10 feat wide. At 1313300 (AT 8017MJ and 
utilizing the ~ame trail, twentf one, 12 inohes by 4 inoh~by 10 
foo!i:.;planks ware looated. at these ooordinats9w Throughout t.hiQ 
tr~ll oo~lex, 15 or 16 oords J of logs m~fJ.sur1ng 10 feet long and 
24 inohes j.n iit:'l.metAr, and oonsist1~' of nppr()lCimtelf .200 logs per 
M~rd:. p~l~1;~~ : the trail at various intervals. The timber had 
no .. been reoentl,y out, and appeared to have been out by .~. axe. 

(S) At l.32100H (A'l' 8A5728). While the patrol was d.eployed in a pareJ.le1 
a!Ubusthoonaidemh~.e fiOVf)mer:t was heard. for e.PP~(»C1Wltel.Y one hour, 
tovarda vioinj,ty of the l'oad near these ooordinates. It 1s 
estillll.ted. by t,hEt patrol leader that the va rrIlY have been prepariot'., 
or mnning e.n ambush s1 teo 

(9) At 140?OOH and 14CY745H. Two VC booby traps were located near the 
vio1n!. ty ot the roe.d. At cC'I01Jill1l tee (AT 845728), a~;l (NI' 86071;$). 
Th~e bMb.v traps, "'ere d.~~ted, and returned i-·x· r .. "£ 
eva~ti~n. ( 

, 

Signifioant Remarktn ( 
. (1) TheX"t't were n\ll'llel'OUB land leeohes throughout t,he patrol,s arOIl" / 

r l "~I ( < 
(~) The j1:..t1g:e cannpy ro.nged fs:-om 8 feet to eo fee'\ nigh in'-~eri".ain florea" 

(3J Oomrunioo.t'lo..'1.a in generol. was oonsidered good., i 
\ 

(4) At 1)lJ.0Ji. Th'CI rnt,,,,'nl {(\·c,E'lo+.M a pMBib1.e 105nun Hnwitle~ d,ld u:, 
(AT 80;J7 Mi ). Th G following na,>k1ncs 'Wt:>I'e taken. M/c type#2. 
He 656.19~6IriOr.;:~ 

S.RESULTS OF ENOUUNTERS WlTHTHE ENEMY: No oon.taot rrade. 
.'\, , 

9. CUNDITION of PATROL, INCLUDING DlS1>OSlTlUN OF ANY DEAD OR WuUNDEDa 

10. OONOLUSIONS AND REPOMMENDATIONS: None 

~ ~.-', .. '" ..', ., :,~ • .> .. ~J • 

DECLASSIFIED 

L. G. Ct)L~~ 
1st Lt", 01" A.. 

:}'" I I ,,.'-/)l.I..( 

. I 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENT L

(6) (AT 802744). Numerous elephant tracks, believed in be
131400HAt

recently made, were followed by the patrol for approximate.1500 meters on a trail not indicated on the map. (Refer to neccorrection overlay) The elephant was not found. Along the entire
trail, elephant dung was prevalent.-

(7) At (AT 806745). The patrol used a trail which is not indicated on
the map. (Refer to map correction overlay) The trail is well used,and is 8 feet to 10 feet wide. At 131330H (AT 801744) and
utilizing the same trail, twenty one, 12 inches by 4 inches by 10
footeplanks were located at these coordinates, Throughout this
trail complex, 15 or 16 corde of logs measuring 10 feet long and
24 inches in Mameter, and consisting of approximately 200 logs percard paralleled : the trail at various intervals. The timber had
not been recently out, and appeared to have been cut by anaxe.

(8) At 232100H (AT 845728), While the patrol was deployed in a parallel
anbush, considerable movement was heard for approximately one hour,
tovards vicinity of the road near these coordinates. It is
estimated by the patrol leader that the VC may have been preparing
or manning an ambush site.

(9) At 140700H and 140745H. Two VC booby traps were located near the
vicinity of the road. At confinates (AT 845728), and (AT 860745).
These booby traps, were discominated, and returned for IIT
evaluation.

Significant Remarks:
(1) There were numerous land leeches throughout the patrole area.

(2) The jungle canopy ranged from 8 feet to 80 feet high in certain areas.

(3) Communications in general. was considered gond,

(4) st 1311.0H. The patrol intected a possible 105mm Howitzer dud ai
(AT 803745). The following markings were taken. M/C type#2.
HC 6561956770292

8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: No contact made.

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD OR WOUNDED: Good.

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: None

L. G. COLLET
1st Lt. On A.

CONFIDENTIAI
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DECLASSIFIED
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11. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY nEBalEFEth 

IndiOlltionJ that the VC have in the past ut.j1i~E\d '~ho t:r:-2.j.l (lvt ;°(;jfJ0rt.El<l 
by the patrol. The report of eJ.epbnnt,f1 ~.ta oonne41M.DJlo,lYd;'l;o. this ctdi 
timber and lumber suggest ml)ve.mor;t of construotion material :tnta' ., 
this area. An Engineer Compansr, the V 15, is within the immediate 
area. Thoy have the capability of cnnstruot1ng tortified positions, 
oamp a~ .. t'3" .• revotmovt e,nd t\tl'l.nels. It is h:lgblypzm\'l11.bl:o that the V 15 
is preRe.t',lJ.;r ew:.e.ged :i.Jl. i;be building of lc-.g:tl't,io 8\4)port and personnel 
harho:-:-:'.nc !',lte;~ wio:;h1.n. tius t'l.r()a. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CODENTIL

11. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER:

Indication; that the VC have in the past utilized the treil out reported
by the patrol. The report of elephants in connestion.wilb this cut
timber and lumber suggest movement of construction material into ;
this area. An Engineer Company, the V 15, is within the immediate
area. They have the capability of constructing fortified positions,
camp sites, revetmont and tunnels. It is highly probable that the V 15
is presently engaged in the building of logistic support and personnel
harboring sites within this area.

CUNFIDENTIAL
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Q Q NFl DJti l~_'£_.{ .. J..L 
Cop'll5..of~ oopi.o.:: 

OPERATIoN ORDER 172-65 

CoA ,JdReoonBn 
DA NANG,RVN 
110800 Ooc 1965 

Ref: (a) MAP, VIETNAM, 1,50,000, Shaet 6659 III 

Time ZOne, H 

Task Organizatio~s 
3d P1a toon, CoI\.3dReconBn ljLt Ll1TERRA 

1. SITUATION. . , 

a. ~. Current ISUMtS(Make final oheck.with Regt S·2 aHd Bn 8-2). 

b. ~'ri~OO1y. Current OPSUM'S AND PIR'S(In}''Ure Liaison is ~bmp1ete 

for respective area and supporting armsl ' 

c. A tte.cbmeDt~. One ARVN SOLDIER. 
fj' 

2. MIS2I~. 3d Platoon, CoA will oonduct day and night dllteoted land 

reoonnaissance, establish day or IS and GlIIlec~1"V'e lJ.i,ght"LiliinbUsh posi­

tions within the assigned po. tro1 area fr~ 1~-15 0"-1:. 1'"}6'5. 

t;~~::~. " , 
3. mrHUTION. ~'>;;'~i 

a. poncept g£ 9Peration. The 3d Platoof(f Call \ltJ attaohments helo­

lift from LZ FINCH It 120730 to LZ(AT 8~tf827)(DCNG DEN). Upon con­

solidation in LZ, 3A move to CP 1, 2 a:J{l' 3, al'l'~ .. :;lnf, NLT 1.211)00, es­

tablish patrol rose with night Op/Wr{cinity CF';';. ,H JY~S:>,O, 3A 
potrnl.aili'ea'vicinity OP 3 to looa.te·'~raih, st.(·raGo f-'l.Y.'c,as, etc. i~t 

1,31)00, :Yl move toOP 4, establish patrol ~se wi.'t.:, Op/J~ vicinity CP 4. 
1'." t 1406]0, 3A patrol area vicinity OP 4 un'ii:i.l 141:>00 at which time .lA 

move to OP 5 and establish a selective night ambush position. At 150530, 

3A move to CP 6, secure LZ(AT 834859) and remain in area for helo-li!t 

out at 150730 for return to LZ FINCH. 

4. ADl:1!l:lI§WAl~ Alj~LQGI§V:O~.. . .' 
a. 3d Platoon, CoA helo-lii't from t.z FINCH at li!;O'130 to tz(AT 83?827)-

DONG DEN). Helo-lift out from U(AT 834859) at 150730 for return to 

IZ FINCH. 

b. 3dReoonBn SOP pertaining to supply a.rid personnel tor p'lGtClpl1 Bh~e 

operations apply. 

c. Bndy armor f).nd helmets will be worn unless deeood undesiro.ble by 

Pa trol Leader. 

d. Identification tags and Geneva Oonvehtion Cards vill be worn and 

carried by each man. 

e. A patrol roster will be submitted to 3dReconBn (S-3) and Company 

Co~nder prior to 4epart~e. 

r. MEl)- EVAC, if necessary, will be acoompllfjhed in a.coc.rdance wi tb 

previoUB inf1tru.ct.i.ons. 
C Q NjF" t> J l! I I ./I. k 

page"l,'o.f 2 palSes t\' 0(1 ") 
( ...... 1'\.,<:''"'( . .,.l 
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&
3d REC Baj

CONFIDENTAL
Copy 15of22 copies
CoA,3dReconBn
DA NANG,RVN
110800 Oct 1965

OPERATION ORDER 172-65

Ref: (a) MAP, VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheet 6659 III

Time Zone: H

Task Organization:
1/Lt LATERRA

3d Platoon, CoA3dReconBn

1. SITUATION.
a. Enemy. Current ISUM'S(Make final check with Regt S-2 and Bn S-2).

b. Friendly. Current OPSUM'S AND PIR'S (Insure Liaison is complete
for respective area and supporting arms)

C. Attachments. One ARVN SOLDIER.

2. MISSION. 3d Platoon, CoA will conduct day and night undetected land

reconnaissance, establish day OP's and selective night umbush posi-

tions within the assigned patrol area from 12-15 Ont 1965.

3. EXECUTION.
a. Concept of operation. The 3d Platoon CoA with attachments helo-

lift from LZ FINCH at 120730 to LZ(AT 837827) (DONG DEN). Upon con-

solidation in LZ, 3A move to CP 1, 2 and 3, arriving NLT 121900, es-

tablish patrol base with night OP/LP vicinity CP 3. At 130330, 3A

patrol area vicinity CP 3 to locate trails, storage areas, etc. At

131300, 3A move toCP 4, establish patrol base with OP/LP vicinity CP 4.

At 140630, 3A patrol area vicinity CP 4 until 141500 at which time 3A

move to CP 5 and establish a selective night ambush position. At 150530,

3A move to CP 6, secure LZ(AT 834859) and remain in area for helo-lift

out at 150730 for return to LZ FINCH.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS,
3d Platoon, CoA helo-lift from IZ FINCH at 120730 to LZ(AT 837827)-

a.
DONG DEN). Helo-lift out from LZ(AT 834859) at 150730 for return to

LZ FINCH.

b. 3dReconBn SOP pertaining to supply and personnel for plathon size

operations apply.

C. Body armor and helmets will be worn unless deemed undesirable by

Patrol Leader.

d. Identification tags and Geneva Convention Cards will be worn and

carried by each man.

e. A patrol roster will be submitted to 3dReconBn (S-3) and Company

Commander prior to departure.

f. MED- EVAC, if necessary, will be accomplished in accordance with

previous instructions.
CONFIDENTIAL

(mel(12)Page 1. of 2 pages
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DECLASSIFIED 

• 
COMJlmNJ) J\l~n C 1j~1HTJ;,Ty;J\. T IuNS AND }<~r.li'.C TPOJ'n:'Cs 
no·"-·:~~j:\"3(',;;~~·;·'~:~)p-p:;r·D~fn·(;;~g't;'·-;;~;,rrL1:1lcn't1.nns for]. ~)la'GQfln size 
opera tions c'J';)},:,"_ 

b. No pel t:rol '\dll mOl e into a.n a.rea. where oonununica tions cannot 
be effected. 

c. An stAtions will rep()rt eaoh hour on the hour and at other 
times deemed necessary. 

d. A report of "All seoure, situation relXflins the same", will be 
reportoCl.!AJpha Si.erra Sierra Romap Sierran. 

e. A pod tio'1 report will be asked for or repo~tCl(l. by use of code 
liBRA VO HE,PORT n. 

g. THRUST LINE: 83S7 

h. UBa: "DOWN STREAMtl. 

i. AUTHENTICATION: AUTOM013ILE-o-MhKER 

j. Platoon Set'C08.r>.t 1,d.t.h 3A34 wb""n ,"101)"'.(J;, ''''('1T<).;('P'd~ 
Pla toon ConF.an,"'.C'T w:i. "ih -::A', ~ 1l:1on f,(.r . .:; d 1 S3)"C":"8. ':-'G,l _, 

j:J. G. Hu::n'E-q 
(,1I..'!T~IN, U,sMC 
C Oi;ma I1c' l.ll£: 

DISTRIrlUTION: 
G-3 (5) 
G-2 (2) 
F'SOC ,SDMAR (J) 
3d~rines (1) 
2/3 (1) 
3dRecnnBn (5) 
RecorD!'! (1) 
CoA ,3d Recon(4) 

CONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

5. COMMANJ) AND COMMINICATIONS AND ELECTRONICS,
a. 36ReconRo SOP pertaining to communications for platoon size
operations apply.

b. No patrol will move into an area where communications cannot
be effected.

C. All stations will report each hour on the hour and at other
times deemed necessary.

d. A report of "All secure, situation remains the same", will be

reported!Alpha Sierra Sierra Romep Sierra".

e. A position report will be asked for or reported by use of code

"BRAVO REPORT".

f. FREQ: P-39.8 A-38.8

g. THRUST LINE: 8387

h. UBC: "DOWN STREAM".

i. AUTHENTICATION: AUTOMOBILE-MAKER

j. Platoon Sergeant with 3A34 when squade separated.
Platoon Commander with PATS when squade separated

k. A communications relay will be ostablished at Deve DEN.

B. G. HUNTER
CAPTAIN, USMC

Commanding
DISTRIBUTION:

(5)G-3
(2)G-2

FSCC ,SDMAR (3)
3dMarines (1)

(1)2/3
(5)3dReconBn
(1)ReconOff

CoA,3d Recon((4)

CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED
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• 
OOP1 No~ot~op1es 

. 3d Reoonnaissance Bn 
DA NANG, VN 
va te/T1me 161'ooa 

WEOL~~ 

DESIGNATION OF PATROL; t)oat J - Alpha 

MAiS. V~et",.m 1150,000 Sheet No~ 6659 III Ber. ~701 

•. $_ AND OOWOSITION OF PATROL: (1) ott (16) W (1) USN (1) ARVN 

I. MI~I\>N. QOllduct day and night undeoted land Z'eoonoaiesanoe, establ1eb 

d~1 OP'O and oeleotive night ambush positions 

~. 1'IME f!F DEPARTUR&a 12Q' I. '(;li 

4, fINE" RETURN; l6l44OH : .. 
" ~ ," , '. , 

. '.,. 
5. nomE (SHOW pH OVERlAY}a Refer tn OJ! (lrr'r'?:(' ,,72 ... 65 

6, pBSERVATlONS .. ENEMY AND TERRAINs 

(J.) At 16l4lOH (AT 840856) As the patrol vas waiting for extraotion 

01 Helo at their landing zon:;,} th(,'l~ observed 1 VOS wat'ing a poncho, 

Q. stra.w hat, and carry;".lg F'1l :'/1' irA ,a, prooeeding down the road in 

an Easterly direction. The patrnl being concealed let the VOS pass 

near their location. The patrol 10nder had certain suspicions about 

this individual and deployed t",o men to apprehond him. The VCS aav 
the two patrol members approach him from the r3ar, he quickly drew. 

~bine from under his poncho, dropped to one knee, and fired at the 

$wo marines immediately returned the fire and observed the va being 

jolted back And i;umble into the brush whel), r round h:S.t him in the thigh. 

A ~e&roh for th(; '/J "as ; fJi";;lated, but h£: ooulct :.0,(:' be found a COWlS-

idera.b1e amount of '.>100(: (,:: found in the vicinity of where he had 

till en. The senr~h was c'·· 3continued when the HUos were observed ap ... 

ptoQch!ng the landing Zr"". for elCtractir '1. At 1614200 as the pe trol 

I" wns being ,.f,lo¥,o bac~.' I:" ,;Jople wearing -:l(;.l'k olothifJg, a.nd straw hats 

were obsorved mov1nr ,flat (\n the road in ~'::le cC't\r~ring approxilro tely 

100 meters at (AT 8 ;~2) Tb(:'-"lrrol lead .'( could not determine their 

.equipmont due to the 0J.eVflti r .1 r,f ti,/" ~"(':...,,~ t. 
(1" ~ ..... :-- - -

" 7"'; , OTHER INFORIViiTILlN: 

(1) Onmrnunicntions wj' ,t.he pa trn1s fl.:.. was considered good. 

(2) The area. is inf'es~~d, with land 1: '"l(;u;;H j centipedes, and mil1pades • . , 
(3) No llRp corrections were JrAde or r;,I,'i-.H", 

4 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

S-3
CONFIDENTIAL

Copy No 13of Copies
3d Reconnaissance Bn
DA NANG, VN
Date/Time 161500H

PATROL REPORT

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Scat 3 - Alpha

MABS, Vietnam 1:50,000 Sheet No. 6659 III Ser. L-701

do SINK AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (1) Off (16) Enl (1) USN (1) ARVN

MISSION, Conduct day and night undected land reconnaissance, establish

day QP'8 and selective night ambush positions

TIME OF DEPARTURE: 1207.201
3e

for

46
TIME pr RETURN; 16144OH

5. ROUTE (SHOW ON OVERLAY): Refer to OP Order 172-65

6. OBSERVATIONS
- ENEMY AND TERRA IN:

(1) At 161410H (AT 840856) As the patrol was waiting for extraction

by Helo at their landing zone, they observed 1 VCS wearing a poncho,
in

8 straw hat, and carrying an its frame, proceeding down the road

an Easterly direction. The patrol being concealed let the VCS pass

near their location. The patrol leader had certain suspicions about

this individual and deployed two men to apprehend him. The VCS saw

the two patrol members approach him from the rear, he quickly drew a

carbine from under his poncho, dropped to one knee, and fired at the

two marines immediately returned the fire and observed the VC being

jolted back and tumble into the brush when r round hit him in the thigh.

A search for the VS was initiated, but he could not be found a couns-

iderable amount of blond as found in the vicinity of where he had

fallen. The search was 2 scontinued when the Hélos were observed ap-

proaching the landing 20 for extraction. At 161420H as the petrol

pangle wearing dark clothing, and straw hats
was being flown bac.

Last on the road in 10 covering approximatelymovin,observedwere
100 meters at (AT 8 52) The arrol lead could not determine their

equipment due to the elevati a of

OTHER INFORMATION:

(1) Communications wj the patrols was considered good.

(2) The area is infested with land centipedes, and milipedes.

(3) No map corrections were made or

ENCLOSURE (12)

CONFIDENTIAL
4
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«(JMI,lpENnll£ L . ..• ., 
8. RESULTS OF E ER WITH THE ENEMY, 1 YO wo ed in the right thigh, 

~. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITIUN OF ANY' DEI~D OR wuUNDED, 
Fair 

lO. CONCLUSIONS AND JtECOMMENDATloNSs That H&I tUes be considered on the 
rood compl~in gr~.G aq"'l'rc (AT 648,) 

• 

J. IATl~;tRA 
1st Lt. Co. A 

11. ADDITIoNAL CtlMHENTS &'1. DEaRIE}ER: 

NONE 

t, 

• • II 

Figt1t'e 5-2 ENCLOSURE (l) 

• 

·fl:l\"f(·· .... r C" (Tt" ",J'R'E (I 'JA .: -,_J. 'l ..... _~ )~) 'crt 

.5' ~.w'I#IN1'IIf'-
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTER WITH THE ENEMY: 1 VC worden in the right thigh.

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD OR WOUNDED,
Fair

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: That H&I files be considered on the

road complex in gric severe (AT 8485)

J. LATERRA
1st Lt. Co. A

11. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER:

NONE

ENCLOSURE (1)Figure 5-2

ENCLOSURE (12)

5 CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED
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C Q NFl D E h l' .. ,Lf... ~ • 
OPERATION ORDER 173-65 

Refa (a) ~P: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheet 6659 III 

Time Zone: H 

Task Org., niza tiona 
2d Platoon, CoA ,.3dReconBn lILt MACCASKILL 

1. SITUATIOn. 
ll.. ,l!;nemy. Current ISUM'S (Mlke final check w1 th Regt 8-2 and Bn S-2). 
b. Friendl.v, Current OPSUM'S AND PlR IS (Insure Liaison 1s oomplete 

for respeotive area and supporting arms). 
c. Attachmenh. Une ARVN SuLDIER. 

2. MlSSlWI. 2d Platoon, Col. will oonduct day and night undetected land 
reoonnaissanoe, establish day opts and seleotive night ambush poaitionA 
within the assigned patrol area from 16-19 Oct 1~65 • 

.3. ~4ECUfrQE. 
a. Consamt of 9peration. 2d Platoon, CoA with attachments heG-1ift 
from LZ FINCH at 161400 to LZ (AT 821754). Upon consolidation in LZ, 
~~ move to CP 1 and remain that vicinity until 1619.30 at which time 
2A move to OP 2 and establish patrol base and OP/IP that vicir.:'t.y. itt 
1706.30, 2A patrol to Opls .3 and 4 returning to PB{CP2) NLT l'?L» 2A 
move to OP 1 s 5 and 6, arriving NLT 180600. Establish day OP I s':LCinity 
oPts 5 and 6. At 1B19.30, 2A mwe to cPts 7, 8 and 9, ostabllsh .::aloctive 
night ambush position vicinity CP 9. At 1905.30, 2A mqvo to LZ (AT 846 
73Q) secure and rennin area for helo-1ift out and return to LZ FINCH 
at 190930. 

4. ADtllNISTRATION AND LOQI§TIC§. 
a. 2d P1nton n, CoA helo-lift from LZ FINCH at 161400 to LZ (ilT 821 
754), Helo-1ift out from LZ (AT 8467.30) at 1909.30 to LZ FINCP, 

b. .3dReconBn sop pertaining to supply and per.:;tonne1 for pletof;!.' 
size operations apply. 

c. rl~dy armor and helmets will be worn unless deftIDed undosir£.blo 
by patrol Leader. 

d. Identification tass and Geneva Cnnvention Oa~0,' wj U be worn 
and carried by eaoh man. 

e. A patrol roster will be submitted to .3dReoorJ'J.ll (S-.3) and Oom­
pany Commander prior to departure. 

f. MED-EVAC, if necessary, will be accomplished in accordance with 
previous instruotions. 

-1-
QONFIDENTIA~. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENT 3cl RECON BN22ofdhoopies
3dReconBn

DANANG,RVN S&C141800 Oct 65
OPERATION ORDER 173-65

Ref: (a) MAP: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheet 6659 III

Time Zone: H

Task Organization:
1/Lt MACCASKILL2d Platoon, CoA,3dReconBn

1. SITUATION.
a. Enemy. Current ISUM'S (Make final check with Regt S-2 and Bn S-2).
b. Friendly. Current OPSUM'S AND PIR'S (Insure Liaison is complete

for respective area and supporting arms).
C. Attachments. One ARVN SOLDIER.

2. MISSION. 2d Platoon, CoA will conduct day and night undetected land
reconnaissance, establish day OP's and selective night ambush positions
within the assigned patrol area from 16-19 Oct 1965.

3. EXECUTION.
Concept of operation. 2d Platoon, CoA with attachments hed-lifta.

from LZ FINCH at 161400 to LZ (AT 821754). Upon consolidation in LZ,
24 move to CP 1 and remain that vicinity until 161930 at which time
2A move to CP 2 and establish patrol base and OP/LP that vicinity. At
170630, 2A patrol to CP's 3 and 4 returning to PB(CP2) NLT 171 2A
move to CP's 5 and 6, arriving NLT 180600. Establish day OP's acinity
CP's 5 and 6. At 181930, 2A move to CP's 7, 8 and 9, establish selective
night ambush position vicinity CP 9. At 190530, 2A move to L2 (AT 846
730) secure and remain area for helo-lift out and return to LZ FINCH
at 190930.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.
a. 2d Platoon, CoA helo-lift from LZ FINCH at 161400 to L2 (AT 821
754), Helo-lift out from LZ (AT 846730) at 190930 to LZ FINCH,

b. 3dReconBn SOP pertaining to supply and personnel for platoon
size operations apply.

C. Body armor and helmets will be worn unless deemed undesirable
by Patrol Leader.

d. Identification tags and Geneva Convention Card will be worn
and carried by each man.

e. A patrol roster will be submitted to 3dReconBn (S-3) and Com-

pany Commander prior to departure.

f. MED-EVAC, if necessary, will be accomplished in accordance with
previous instructions.

CONFIDENTIAL

(nel 13

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
5. COD, AND COUiiQAt'rS AND ,ELEaIR-P.Ul® ..... 

n. eoonBn SOP pet!t4 ning to communications for platoon size 
operations ap'l¥.;';,.· \' 
b. No patrol:\;\fl\i/laOve into an area where comm\lllicatinn cannot 
be effeoted." 

c. All stations will report eaoh h('\~ on the hour and at other 
times deemed neoessary. 

d. !I. report of "All secure, situntion lerming the snme", will be 
reported 'lJ\.lpha Sierra Sierra Romeo Sierr'u". 

e. 1. pod tion reper t will be asked frr or raper ted by use of cotte 
liBRA VO REPORT ". 

f. FP.EQ: P-39.S 11.-38.8 

g. THitUST LINEs 8671 

h. UrlC: IIBU~CK NIGHT", 1st numero.l starting with the day of tho 
month and ohanging da~ly at 0001. 

1. A lJlHENl' lOAT IoN s A urOMOBILE-MlI.KER. 

j. Platoon Sergeant with 2A34 when squnds 90po1'ated. 
Pla. toon Comntl.nder with 211.12 when sqoods separated. 

k. A coinm~cations relay will be established at DUNQ DEN :~.;? .. ~:..cvsoary. 

DlSTRlt!UrION: 
0..3 (5) 
G-2 (2l )dMarines,FSCC(3 
2/3 ,(1 
lstBn, lstt:ta.r \1) 
3dReoonBn 5) 
ReconOff 1) 
Ca/\ ,3dReconBn (4) 

B. G. HUNTER 
CAprA IN, U<)MJ 
Commanding 

-2-
Q...Q..N F IDE N T I A 1£ 
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COEDELT

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS AND ELECTRONICS.
a. 3dReconBn SOP pertaining to communications for platoon size
operations apply.

b. No patrol will LOVE into an area where communication cannot
be effected.

c. All stations will report each hour on the hour and at other
times deemed necessary.

d. A report of "All secure, situation remains the same", will be
reported "Alpha Sierra Sierra Romeo Sierra".

e. f. position report will be asked for or reported by use of code
"BRAVO REPORT".

f. FREQ: P-39.8 A-38.8

g. THRUST LINE: 8677

h. UBC: "BLACK NIGHT", 1st numeral starting with the day of the

month and changing daily at 0001.

1. AUIHENTICATION: AUTOMOBILE-MAKER.

j. Platoon Sergeant with 2A34 when squads separated.
Platoon Commander with 2412 when squads separated.

k. A communications relay will be established at DONG DEN is necessary.

B. G. HUNTER
CAPTAIN, USMC
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION:
(5)G-3
(2)G-2

3dMarines,FSCC (3)
(1)2/3
(1)1stBn, 1stMar
(5)3dReconBn
(1)ReconOff

CoA,33dReconBn (4)

2
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Cppy No./~Of/iPcop1ee 
3d Reoonnaissance an. 
DA NANG, RVN 
191000H October 1965 

PATROL U'QRT 

DESIGNATION;OF PATROL; Scnt 2 ... A1phr 

MAPS; Vietnam, 1150,uOO, Sheet No. 6(69 II]!, Sere I,..701 

1. SIZE AND OOMPOSrl'ION OF .. reROL: (1) Off' (19) En1 (1) USN (1) ARVN 

2. MISSIONl Conduct day a~l . 'light undetected lnnd reconnaissance, establish 
day OP's and select nigL:, amb\lsh positions • 

.3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: .":'14000 - October 1965 

4. TIME OF RETURN: 190935H ... ootober 1965 

5. ROmE: Refer to Opera+.ion Order 17.3--65 

6. OBSERVATIONS: 

COORDINATE'S 

182240H (AT 845724) 

7. Ol'HER INFORMATIONs 

(1) Map Correction~ 

OPSIRVAIIO~ 

While th9 .c>D.trol w(..s dop1oyt:i. in their ambush positior.l t 
a va ac't-:i:l1flted. a trip flel'e whioh had be en previously 
plaoed :::.' the patrol" Within the period or 
111um:1n&tion, th'3 VC was noted rolling into the 
brush tn ovoid observation. At this time, .3 
c;rol.t..("s Wa~ '{ tLr01m by members of the patrol. 
The area was then .. turated with small arlllS tire. 
Groans were heard from the vicinity the va had 
last been observed. The V'J wore dark clothing, 
but no weapon or equipment were noted. Shortly 
after the in! tiEll enoounter a baa ting of drums was 
heard for a duration ot approxill1J. tely 20 minutes. 
The patrol leader believes the drum beating was 
f'oss5 bly' a signal tor othel' va to disengage from 
Lt ... t ,. probing of the patrols perimeter. At 
19" ,.' a search was 1id.'tiEUed for the wounded VO. 
\'i:l I.:H) va had te.1Ln, a considerable amount of 
'J '" "as noted, but ".lll.Y the footprints of the VO 
~ "..Lld '00 found, 

A trail not presently f"lt the .<;p was used by the patrol Refer to 
overlay. The trail is qp roximo.t ely 3 fr.:et wide, and deosly vegetated 
in some areas. The trt' .. 1. had not bc::>un raC:Ln'tily used and was free 
of booby traps and trail markel'S. 

(2) At (AT 847728). The road that genert<.ll/ r·..r~s tram ~t to West at 
these coordinates, approxinntely 1000 pnnjl stakes were located 
pnt'alleling the North and South shou1.dE:>r.s. The stakes are in 

QgHI~t!ENT IAIt 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDETIIL
Copy No.

18 of
18

Copies
3d Reconnaissance Bn.
DA NANG, RVN
191000H October 1965

PATROL REPORT

DESIGNATION: OF PATROL. Scat 2 - Alphe

MAPS: Vietnam, 1:50,000, Sheet No. 60.59 III, Ser. L-701

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF TROL: (1) Off (19) Enl (1) USN (1) ARVN

2. MISSION: Conduct day an right undetected land reconnaissance, establish

day OP's and select night ambush positions.

61400H - October 19653. TIME OF DEPARTURE:

4. TIME OF RETURN: 190935H - October 1965

5. ROUTE: Refer to Operation Order 173-65

6. OBSERVATIONS:

OBSERVATIONCOORDINATESTIME

While the patrol WES deployed in their ambush position,18224OH (AT 845724)
a VC activated a trip flore which had been previously
placed by the patrol. Within the period of

illumination; the VC was noted rolling into the
brush to avoid observation. At this time, 3
grennios were thrown by members of the patrol.
The area was then saturated with small arms fire.

Groans were heard from the vicinity the VC had
last been observed. The VC wore dark clothing,
but no weapon or equipment were noted. Shortly
after the initial encounter a beating of drums was
heard for a duration of approximately 20 minutes.
The patrol leader believes the drum beating was

possibly a signal for other VC to disengage from

probing of the patrols perimeter. AtI unt
a search was initiated for the wounded VC.19'

tio VC had fallen, a considerable amount of
as noted, but only the footprints of the VC' ]

ild we found.

7. OTHER INFORMATION:

(1) Map Corrections
A trail not presently or the 20 was used by the patrol Refer to

overlay. The trail is approximately 3 feet wide, and densly vegetated
in some areas. The tre... had not beun recently used and was free

of booby traps and trail markers.

At (AT 847728). The road that generally runs from East to West at(2)
these coordinates, approximately 2000 panji stakes were located

paralleling the North and South shoulders. The stakes are in

CONFIDENTIAL
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irregular pattern and geJ1eral.l1 ruQrdng a 100 meters in length and 
50 meters in width. ~'he high grass p~lleling the :;oad provide the 
stakes with natural conceal.iDent. The stakes are possibl.f 3 to 6 
JlX)nths old and 2 feet in l~th D..·d tl..f.1proxinatel¥ 2 inches in width. 

(3) The area is inL .. 1Ied with leeches on the low end evell hiflh ground. 

(4) At 171700H (AT 8.39728). A small leather suit case was found con­
cealed by brush off tL r jjrailt IaUDlerous documents and medical 
supplies were pr~sont :.llside. The suit oase was returned by the 
patrol for ITT insp")ot1on. 

8. RESUL'l'S· OF ENCLUNl'ERS WITH 'XU ENEltriJ 1 VC wounded. 

9. COJt,tllTJ;Q, OF PATROL, INCLUJ)ING DISPOSrtl0N OF .ANY DEAD OR WOUNDED: 
Fair d. to exo,"ive leeeh bitas. 

" 

D. C. MAO CASKILL 
~t Lt. Co. A. 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
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irregular pattern and generally running a 100 meters in length and
50 meters in width. The high grass paralleling the road provide the
stakes with natural concealment, The stakes are possibly 3 to 6
months old and 2 feet in length and approximately 2 inches in width.

(3) The area is inf ted with leeches on the low and even high ground.

(4) At 171700H (AT 839728). A small leather suit case was found con
cealed by brush off the crail, numerous documents and medical
supplies were present inside. The suit case was returned by the

patrol for ITT inspection.

8. RESULTS OF ENCLUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: 1 VC wounded.

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD OR WOUNDED:
Fair due to excessive leech bitos.

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:
That a few VC use the area and trails along the SONG THUY LOAN. VC
use, the abandoned village of TUNG SON as a transient stopowver to
HOI VOG and BA NA.

D. C. MAC CASKILL
1st Lt. Co. A.

11. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER:

The debriefer concure with the patrol looders conclusion,

DECLASSIFIED



• 
, . 

DECLASSIFIED 

., 

• 
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A. AN OLD TRAIL NOT
DEFINED ON THE MAP

80

+76

74
+
84

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

CnpyfLpfl..boples 
ij.,;A, :~dReconBn 

Da UAKG., RVN . 
160800., Oc·t 1965 

Ref: (a) Map: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheet'6659-I1 ~n~ 6659 III . . .:, 
Time Zona: H ',' 

, I' ,~. :" , 

Task qrganiza tionc 
, st Pla.·toon, "qM, J.d ReoonBn 2/Lt. Hendoroon 

1. §ITUA'p)!N. .' "':. . 
Ii. * Current ,tlSUM'S(Make tiMl CheOk, with Rogt. 8-2 and Bn 8-2). 
b •. ~ly_Current OPSUM'S AND PIR'S(Insure Liaison ~s complete 
.. ,<'. . ·1.'01' l"eospective area and supporting arrnR)~ ,... . . 
c. A ttachmenvli.,One ~RVN SOLDIER . . . 

2. MI~SI()ij. ".t. Pla.toon,OoA wj,.l,l oonduct day and ni@1t' ltndotected land 
reconna.r~sanoe, este.l?~1sh day OP'S and 'seleetive ~ght . ambush posi-
tions wHhin".the .assigned pa'trol area f.rtlm 17-20 OO.t 196$. 

3. ' c ...... 
a~:!" 0 '0 io. The 1st Flawon, OaA.witq attaohments halo-
11tt '$r9J!'~~'FINCH at 1 1600. tp12.(AT 20084.3~ •. A1.'ter~rrivat ·~a~; 1A 

. nOVi$ to'Of" and CP2, establ1f!1h1ne PB' ~tcP2 •. Re·Q:onne'i.tar. a~~d!tig 
, : area fortre.lla, ,stoJ"flge areas, eto. At '1806)0, .1A' move . t~::.OP3·; <est-

. abl:ish P.Ba.ud· Re.oonno1ter 8'{1lToundin'g area incluiling CP,4,. andOPS.;. 
!).·t·'9Q6.,30 ,"A, ~ve tQ" ci>6. e.stabl1sb PE and. reconn: ol;be~'·" aibeuild1n& 
area. At.19)9~,JA est1+b11sb'selectlve ntght ambush,. p(')si·tiQri_~,.l,l. t~O:iJ. 
nett;<?~lt. 'At "20QSOO ,.lA ~ve tt .lOP 7 establisl} day oPa~o.- se~~e ar~ 
fot'! nela-lift out of 12. {AT 806847) at '200930 and retutn to·l,z FllilOH. 

. ... r, • '. ~ . 

, " 

4 •. A'l2WBl§IM1'IQN ANDLOOI21'ICS .. 
. -... .fl.~:.: lSt· Platcion".ODA he~~,llft from LZ FINCH at l:~lI>OO to LZ (200843>" 

HeJ.o.;lift ·t'~OIll LZ (~~~06847 ) at 200930 tQLZ FINCH. 
'", t b): ')daeconBn SOP pertain~ng to supply and personnel for platoon size 

o~~~ation~ apply_ . 
~ , • I 

c~ ,''Body armor and hel1Jl~ts .will be worn unless .deeined undesirable by 
. PE.\. trol Leader. ,.. .' . " 

d. Ident1f1oa tion tags and Geneva Convention oards will be worn and 
carried by' each nan. 

e. A patrol roster will be 8ubm1tted to 3dReconBn (S .. 3) and Company 
Commander prior to departure. 

f. MEn-EVAO, 11' necessary, will. 'Pe lloe ompl1shE!d ·in aocordance w1th 
previous instructions. . . 

-1-
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CUNFIDENTIAL

G.A, 3dReconBn
Da NANG, RVN
160800, Oct 1965

OPERATION ORDER: 174-65

Ref: (a) Map: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheet 6659 II and 6659 III

Time Zone: H

Task Organization:
2/Lt Henderson1st Platoon GOA, 3d ReconBn

1. SITUATION.
a. Enemy. Current ISUM'S (Make final check with Regt. S-2 and Bn S-2).

Friendly Current OPSUM'S AND PIR'S (Insure Liaison is completeb.
for respective area and supporting arms).

c. Attachments. One ARVN SOLDIER

2. MISSION. Jat Platoon,CoA will conduct day and night undetected land

reconnaissance, establish day OP'S and selective night ambush posi-
tions within the assigned patrol area from 17-20 Oct 1965.

3. Execution.
a. Concept of operation. The 1st Platoon, CoA with attachments helo-

lift from LO FINCH at 171600 toLZ(AT 200843). After arrival in LZ, 1A

move to CP1 and CP2, establishing PB atCP2. Reconnciter surrounding
area for trails, storage areas, etc. At 180630, 1A move to CP3, est-

ablish PB and Reconnoiter surrounding area including CP4 and CP5,
at 190630, 1A move to CP6, establish PB and reconnotter surrounding
area. At 193930,1A establish selective night ambush position on trail

network. At 200500, 1A move to CP 7 establish day OP and secure area

for hélo-lift out of LZ (AT 806847) at 200930 and return to LZ FINCH.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.
a. 1st Platoon, CoA helo-lift from LZ FINCH at 171600 to LZ (200843).

Helo-lift from LZ (AT 806847) at 200930 to LZ FINCH.

b. 3dReconBn SOP pertaining to supply and personnel for platoon size

operations apply.

Body armor and helmets will be worn unless deemed undesirable byC.
Patrol Leader.

d. Identification tags and Geneva Convention cards will be worn and

carried by each man.

e. A patrol roster will be submitted to 3dReconBn (S-3) and Company

Commander prior to departure.

f. MED-EVAC, if necessary, will be accomplished in accordance with

previous instructions.

Encl(14)
CONFIDENTIL
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5. ~lll'J.t!P~!1MUNI~T~ONS AND EL1lIQ1.~Q.~J.Q~.~ 
a. .,ClReconBn SOP. pertaining to communications fo!' rlfl teen size 
opera t:lons f'.p:>J:r. 

b. No pa. trol will move into a.n area where r'Ooon'jtn~.~,.a t~"ons otmoot 
be effected. 

c. All stations will report each hour on the hour anel £i~ othe:r.' 'U*,s 
deemed necessary. 

do A report of ItAll secure, sitwtion reIlflins the t;lA.me", 'w'_n be :'e-
portocl "Alpha Sierra Sierra Romeo Sierra~I . 

e. A position report will be asked foo:' or reporte:' by u.se of. ooc.a 
"BRAVO REPtR T ". 

f. FREQ: P-J9.S A-.38.S 

g. THRUST LINE: 8.387 

h. UBC: ''TIGERS.UND'', 1st numeral starting with the day or the 
month and changing daily at 0001. 

i. AurHENI'ICATION: AUI'UMOBlLE-MAKER 

j. Pla. toon Sergeant, with lA.,4 when sqU'lds o('pp.ra Vd~ 
Platoon Comrrnnder with lAl2 when squads Sfl}'a,.''' .... :.x·:.c 

k. A corrmunications relay will be established a"1; DONG DEN~ 

1. E&E: I'MAKE TRMKS". 

DISTRIBur ION: 
0.3 (5) 
G-2 (2) 
.3dMarines (1) 
FSCC,.3dMarines (.3) 
2/.3 (1) 
,3dReconBn (5) 
Reconut! (l) 
CM ,.3dRecClnBn (4) 

B. G. HUNI'ER 
OAPTA IN f USMJ 
CO.lllllland1ng 

- -----__ ... ~"'~ ,. ".' ~~r 
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5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS AND ELECTRONICS,
a. 3dReconPn SOP pertaining to communications for platoon size
operations apply.

b. No patrol will move into an area where consintentions cannot
be effected.

C. All stations will report each hour on the hour and as other times

deemed necessary.

d. A report of "All secure, situation remains the same", will be new
ported "Alpha Sierra Sierra Romeo Sierra!

e. A position report will be asked for or reported by use of code
"BRAVO REPORT".

f. FREQ: P-39.8 A-38.8

g. THRUST LINE: 8387

h. UBC: "TIGERS. LAND", 1st numeral starting with the day of the
month and changing daily at 0001.

i. AUTHENTICATION: AUTOMOBILE-MAKER

j. Platoon Sergeant with 1A34 when squads coparated,

Platoon Commander with 1A12 when squads separated.

k. A communications relay will be established at DONG DEN.

1. E&E: "MAKE TRACKS".

B. G. HUNTER
CAPTAIN, USMC
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION:
(5)G-3
(2)G-2
(1)3dMarines

FSCC,3dMarines (3)
(1)2/3
(5)3dReconBn
(1)ReconUff

CoA,3dReconBn (4)
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OOpy No .AO.p,CoP1es 
jd Reconna1ssanOe Bn 
DA NANG, VN 
Data)Tlm€ 201400H 

DESIGNATlON OF PATROL: Scat l-J~lpha 

NAPS: V1etnam 1:,50,000 Sheet No. 6659 II a.nd 6659 111 Sar. L-'701 
1. SIZE AN.u OOMPOSITIO:~ OF PATROL: (1) Oflf (15) Enl (1) USN 
2. MISSION: Conduot day and night undeteoted land reconna1sa~ nee establish day Opls and seleot1ve night ambushes pOB1t1o~ 
J. Tll1E OF DEPARTURE: 1'71600H 

4 • TIlliE OF RETURN: 201200K 

.5. ROUTE (SHOW ON OVERJ.-AY) J 1'74"!'~S 

6 • OBSERVATIONS - ENEl1Y AND TEIUt.A1N t (1) No physics 1 or y.;. .... us 1 oontaot made. 
'7. Ol'HER INFORMATION: 

Map oorrect1ons: (1) 

( 2) 

"3) 

( 4) 

( 5) 

A tra1l not shown on the map 1$ ap. pX'o)flmately )1 wide end is naturally 
oonoes led trom ifOLU'ld, 0'" a lr by a 
100' ra1n forest:oanoPl. Ind1()atlons are tLH;lt the .tra11 lebelng used per­
lodios 11y. R/ .!'et' to the overl$l. No 'pooby traps Or' t~ 11 markers were noted. 
At 181200H (AS:' 7958)2) to (AT 795829) every ten to tweaty meters small game snares were looat€d along the traii. At (AT '79683'7) On thetral1, Ode 20 
HM ',she 11 eEl s,~Ai"' ~ s found a t ~h, se , 
ooordlnates~ Ontbe tra1l At (A~ 79 
h8'3'7~ two !)O}Q$t.'shell cas1ng Were 
founc' clt the'se oObrdlnates. The shell 
98~1ngs wex-e ~etat'ned tor 1nspeot1on , hr ,J.'l'l'. . 
(JOOlDlu'nloat1ons with the ANh?C 10 was 
ve~, erratlc thro~hout the patrols 
"tles. 
~he area is 1nfe8ted with lend leeohes. 

8. RESULTS OF ENCQJNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: 
No oontElct made, 

__ ~.
-

-

.

.

.

~

 __ ' ioIiIII"trI/ .... · _______ ' .,-,." ,. 
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Copy No. 180888 Copies
3d Reconnaissence Bn
DA NANG, VN
Data/Time 201400H

PATROL REPO

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Soat 1-Alpha

MAPS: Vietnam 1:50,000 Sheet No. 6659 II and 6659 III Ser. L-701
1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (1) off (15) Enl (1) USN
2. MISSION: Conduct day and night undetected land reconnaisa-nce establish day OP's and selective night ambushes positions
3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 171600H

4. TIME OF RETURN: 201200H

5. ROUTE (SHOW ON OVERLAY) 174-65

6. OBSERVATIONS - ENEMY AND TERRAIN:
(1) No physical or vicual contact made.

7. OTHER INFORMATION:
Map corrections: (1) A trail not shown on the map is ap-

proximately 3' wide and is naturallyconcealed from ground or air by a
100' rain forest canopy. Indicationsare that the trail is being used per-
iodically. Refer to the overlay. No
booby traps or trail markers were noted.

(2) At 181200H (AT 795832) to (AT 795829)
every ten to twenty meters small gamesnares were located along the trail.

(3) At ( AT 796837) On the trail, One 20
MM shell casing was found at these
coordinates. On the trail At (AT 79
4837) two 50 Cal. shell casing were
l'ound at these opordinates. The shell
casings were returned for inspection
by ITT.

(4) Communications with the AN/PRC 10 was
very erratic throughout the patrols
area.

(5) The area is infested with land leeches.

8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY:
No contact made.

DECLASSIFIED
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9 •. CONDITION OF FAT, .. : L'i J .. 1·. I .am DIS.· ,SJ'I.'JON OF ANY DEAD OR 

WOUNDED: Fa1i'. . 

G ". 

w .~'. hl.':.:nF.RSON 
1st Lv. CC A 

III"' " , • ~ $ 

ll. ADDITIONAL CONf4BNTS JY DPlU-EFER: 
Ind1cr:tt1onB are; . that tne trail ~P&il~§d and ut11ize~ by 
the patrol ~ r pl~.o ~){::'l. ::~ uti11zed. ·~~l.j~e .Vo ... a~ a supply 
route from thE- SOr;4g Gf;l JJ~ t'ltHlk.l~.:~Op.g Den mountain 
from the west, Qnd 1.Qt.O ..... ·.t .. ~ ... ,.e ... s .. o.,.,.u.·~ ...... b.< .... "."·$.·','~"r .. n basin near',the vic1nity of the SA ~A m;' ~tpln ~p J.~f. Although no 
signt1qge ,of VC or olviL '- ~p '''ere /, ... 4t .. the deteotion or 
'the small ~ome snares tn: leote· tb~i·tlJ&ll'~ t~ a()tl!lty· , 
along thi9 trn:.l OQmp~e~.·f·· 

~ ':i.:~;.~~~:~tRAr.\ :F'-';-"1~rJ . J~r & 4"'',:/*''' ,. 

sNCUlSURE ('1) 

" .'0-<. 

.' 
'-4':!<" 

~ '. '.!\ h" - ~ 

.. ~ • .'I..' 
:: {~. .. '. ti,.,·. , 

,".':'" 

-. . ' 

.. - ·-~~"--~''''''''·--'''''''''''''""",''''··IIIIIiIdt# .. g"", .,----..14 __ .: __ ..r-
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

LINING DIS. SITION OF ANY DEAD OR
9. CONDITION OF PAT.

WOUNDED: Fair

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMME
at patrols in this ereaReRecommend any fut

radio.be equipped with an

W.T. HAIR ERSON
1st Lt. CC A

11. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER:
Indications are, that the trail located and utilized by
the patrol is also being utilized by the VC as a supply
route from the Song Ca De, flanking Dong Den mountain
from the west, and into the Southeastern basin near the

vicinity of the BA NA mountain complex. Although no

signtings of VC or civilians were made, the detection of

the email game snares indicate that their'tp activity

along this tra 1 complex.

ENCLOSURE (1)Figure 5-2

DECLASSIFIED
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OfEM1IUN u]:\..ill;':t.l' 175·-65 

Ref ~ (a) Map: VIlnMAN 1 1: 50,000, Sheet 6659 III 

Time Zone: H 

T~sk Organization: 
3d PIa tonn, CnA, 3d Recondn 

Copy&(\.t~opies 
OnA, 3d ReonnBn 
De. Nnng, Vietnam 
160900, Oot 1,65 

lLt UTERRA 

1. §!r..1!!1.'U.ill.o 
a. ~1!l.Y.. Ourrent IdUM'o (~e final check with Regt 8-2 and Bn 8-2), 
b. ~llqJ".l.. Ourre nt UPSUMIS AND PIR'~ (Insure Liaison is complete 

for respective area and supporting arms). 
c. ti~.Q.hm.8J!t~~ Une ARVN 8uLDER 

2. MJ;~SII,)~. 3d P1a tonn, OnA conduct day and night undeotected land. 
reconnaissance to 1ncate Viet Cong camps, storage areas and trails 
they utilize. Establish dAy uP I sand selec t va night ambush pos .. 
ition within the assigned pa tro1 area from 20-2.3 Uct, 1965 • 

.3. ~~C.2l'.!!:l}i. 
", Q£.ncJW..~,f.lJ ..• LJ.p~t.E!:.tj.~. 3. Platoon, CoA, truck to Fox Fort area, 
make 'inal Liaison prior to 2~830 anddepnrt fnr QP1at 201930. ~ 
move to CP2,3,4, 5nnd6, arriving the latter nlt 2106QO. E~tab1ish 
dAy uP vicinity cp6 with prisnary, dirac tion of C'lbserva tir'n tn'WElrds 
Opls 7, 8, and 9. At 211930, 3A move to OP 7, estab11~h PB and re­
cClnnoiter CFrtj 8 and 9 • .At 221930,3A.1nove to vicin1.~ of CP 10, 
establish night solective ambush pl"Isitil'ln until 2)0510 at which 
time 3A move tn CP IS 11, 12, 13, 14, 2 and 1. co.mmunoation will be 
establish with Fr:I.6ndly units nn withdrawal route. Truck will 
make pick ~ at CP 1 fnr return trip. 

4. AI?Mljld'tl.1!JJYJtANJ.L~l~'t~Qf!. 
a.. 3d PlatoC'ln, OM, truck to FC'lx Fort at 201730 and pick up for 
return trip at Fox Fort at time to be designated (abnut 230730). 
b.· 3dRecnJilin SUP pertaining tC'l eupp:J.y &nd personne1fC'lr ple.tnon· 
size opera ti()ns apply. 
c. 8C'1dy armor and helmets will be worn unless deemed undesirable 
by Patrol Leader. 
d. Identification tags a.nd Geneva CI'lnventinn Cards wil~ be WClrn 
and carried by each .man, . . .. 
e. A patrC'll roster will be submitted tn 3dRecN'u3n {S-3) and compaD3' 
Commander prinr to departure, 
f. MED-EVAC, if necassary, will be a.CCOIllplished in accorda.nce vi th 
prev~~ instructions. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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3d REC Bay

CUNFIDENTAIL

amy/5ns22enpies
CnA, 3d ReconBn
Da Nang, Vietnam
160900, Oct 1965

OPERATION ORDER: 175-65

Ref: (a) Map: VIETMAN, 1:50,000, Sheet 6659 III

Time Zone: H

Task Organization:
1Lt LATERRA3d Platoon, CAA, 3d Reconsn

1. SITUATION.
a. Enemy. Current ISUM'S (Make final check with Regt S-2 and Bn S-2).

b. Friendly. Curre nt UPSUM'S AND PIR'S (Insure Liaison is complete
for respective area and supporting arms).

C. Attachments. One ARVN SULDER

2. MISSION. 3d Platoon, CnA conduct day and night undectected land

reconnaissance to locate Viet Cong camps, storage areas and trails

they utilize. Establish day OP's and select VC night ambush pos-
ition within the assigned pa trol area from 20-23 Oct, 1965.

3. EXECUTION.
an Concept of Uperation. 3d Platoon, CoA, truck to Fox Fort area,

make final Liaison prior tn 20,830 and depart for CR1 at 201930. 3A

move to CP2,3,4, 5and6, arriving the latter nlt 210600. Establish

day UP vicinity CP6 with primary, direction of observation towards

CP's 7, 8, and 9. At 211930, 3A move tn CP 7, establish PB and re-

connoiter CP'D 8 and 9. At 221930, 3A move to vicinity of CP 10,

establish night selective ambush position until 230530 at which

time 3A move tn CP's 11, 12, 13, 14, 2 and 1. communiation will be

establish with Friendly units on withdrawal route. Truck will

make pick up at CP 1 for return trip.

4. ADMINSTRATION AND LUGISTICS.
a. 3d Platoon, CoA, truck tn Fox Fort at 201730 and pick up for

return trip at Fox Fort at time to be designated (about 230730).

b. 3dReconBn SUP pertaining tn supply and personnel for platoon
size operations apply.
c. Body armor and helmets will be worn unless deemed undesirable

by Patrol Leader.
d. Identification tags and Geneva Convention Cards will be worn

and carried by each man.
e. A patrol roster will be submitted tn 3dRecondn (S-3) and company

Commander prior tn departure.
f, MED-EVAC, if necassary, will be accomplished in accordance with

previous instructions.

CUNFIDENTIAL

End (s)
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C U iN F I D ~-P_T..J_.fI._1 

5. pUMMh.!ill_4..~'iP_..QS&il"~Q1'JLQiu~ll)lt~A~~.t~W!~19~_, 
a. .3dRecnlllh t:')l? pertn:tning ':j('> CNllmur..J.ca tj,("Ina fnr pla tMn size 
opern tions nppJ.y" 
b. Nl'I pn t.rl'l 11;i.11 n){we into an aren where communion tiona cannnt 
ie effected 
c. All :;':llt:i('l'l~; ,",111 rep('>rt each hnur on the hl'l\lT and at other 
times deor,:;j .",u,~eB2arYf' 
d. A repol:'t n;f HALL 8eoure~ situation remains the same", will 
be rep('>rted tlAlphn Sie;,,'ra Sierra Romeo Sierra. 
e. A r()';::~\}0n roport will be nsked for or reported by use of code ' 
liBRA V') m:rUHT", 
f. FRE~: 7--.39(8 A·-38 n 8 
g. T'j~ U,::;T L'NE; 8981 
he UBr.: l![l~:G ~v;,mS'l'j£R n, 1, st nU1llaral starting wi t.h the dny of the 
mnnth I'r.:.d ch<,ni~::.rlr~ c,c>.:lJy B, t 0001, 

, i. A rrl'rI~~lVl 'WArp :u"~ ~ A utna;o hi 10 -Ma.ker 
j. Platr>nn ferge fl l1L wHh .3A 3-/1' when squads separnt,ed. 

PID tJnr>::l C nmr,la'1::.er li':l:bh 3£'. 1-2 when squads separated. 
k. A Cnmmurd.c<J. ,:"lj :"101ny ,,,:Ul be established at P-0ng Den if 

nee ep ~l'1 .. :j~ 

B. G. HUWgR 
CliPTA IN, u..;~n 

Comma.n:iing 

Distrubuti('l,!): 

G-3 '.-
G-2 
3d Marines ,'_ 
FSCC, 3d MArines 
2nd En, 3d Marines 
3d RecnnBn .(; J 

Recnn uff ,: I 
enA, 3d RecnnEn q. i 

DECLASSIFIED 
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CUNFIDENTJAL

5. CUMMAND AND CUNMUNICATIUNS/ELECTRONICS
a. 3dReconBr SOP pertaining to communications for platoon size

operations apply.
b. No patrol will move into an area where communications cannot

be effected
C. All stations will report each hour on the hour and at other

times deemed necessary.
a. A report of "ALL secure, situation remains the same", will
be reported "Alpha Sierra Sierra Romen Sierra,
e. A possion report will be asked for or reported by use of code

"BRAVO REFORT",
f. FREQ: 2-39.B A.-38.8

g. THRUST L.NE: 8981
h. U.C.O "BIG MONSTER", 1st numeral starting with the day of the

month and change. daily at 0001.
i. AUTHENTICATION Automnbile -Maker

J. Platoon Sergeant with 3A 3-4 when squads separated.
Platoon Commander with 3A 1-2 when squads separated.

k. A Communica ion relay will be established at Bong Den if

necessary

B. G. HUNTER
CAPTAIN, USMC
Commanding

Distrubution:

G-3
G-2
3d Marines
FSCC, 3d Marines

(1)2nd Bn, 3d Marines
(5)3d ReconBn
1)Recon Off

(4)CnA, 3d ReconBr

CUNFIDENTIAL
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fA'l'R9L Blat 
DESICllAtIOR fI PATROlA soat,.. Alpha 

MflPS. Vie .. , 1.50,000, SbHt No. 6659 III, a.... 1.-'101 

1. SIZE AND OOMPOSlTl'')N or PA't'Il.OJ .. : (1) Oft (16) Ial (1) 1BN 

s·· .~ 

2.. lvlI3SJON: Condwt day and night undetocted land reoonna1a8fiLJlOe to 10oe.te 
Vi.;}t. Gong Camps., Btorage are&.8 and traU. tbey utilize. 

3. TIME OF DEPARTUR.~1 20393Qi - October 1965 

~. TI~ OF RETURN: 2.:'l2OCH .. October 1965 

)~ ROUTE: Refer to Operation O~or 175-65 

6. OBSEmTAT IONS a 
.T.l§ COORPlNAm 

7. {~HERINFORMltION, 

(1) At 221.000H (AT 85077r;,~., A S':' lIlIl reooU .... JI'.ltle .nos ....... ,., 
to_ ill • hut in the deHl'W yUl ... of~. flat 
~ ...... IWecIa14 

(2). !KJ.l.I 't1HCS bY thl patrol vet' tHe of booby traplt * -.u ...... 
U) Co ... 1_'UADll-~ the aNa with the IJJ/PBQ 10 _. toMS4 •• 

exoellellt. . 

.8. RESUl1t'$ C6 E)fOOUN'l'.EBS WITH 'l'Hb El~J:MY: No ~ ... 

9. OONDITJQbl tP PATROL, INCLUDING D.JBP0SlTWJI J1t ANY mrAha VOWlDBllj rUr. 

10. CONCLUSlOUS jND lUX}OMMEI\DATIONS. None. 

'I 
DECLASSIFIED 

J. 1A~ERRA 
1st Lt Co, A. 

g 0 N Eo 11l JJ\l."," 

ENCLOSURE (15) 

DECLASSIFIED

S. s
OCNFIDENT L

Cop 1201/4 Copies
3d Reconnaissance Bn.
DA NANG, RVN
231300H October 1965

PATROL REPORT

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Soat 3- Alpha

MAPS: Vietnam, 1:50,000, Sheet No. 6659 III, Ser. L-702

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (1) Off (16) Enl (1) USN

2. MISSION: Conduct day and night undetected land reconnaissance to locate
Viet Cong Camps, storage areas and trails they utilize.

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 201930H - October 1965

to TIME OF RETURN: 2.31.200H - October 1965

3. ROUTE: Refer to Operation Order 175-65

6. OBSERVATIONS:
OFSERVATIONTIME COORDINATES

No physical or visual contact made.

7. OTHER INFORMATION:

(1) At 221000H (AT 850778). A 57 mm recolless rifle cannister was
found in a but in the deserted village of PHON-HOM-DRUNG. The
cannister was considered old.

(2) Trails used by the patrol were free of booby traps and twail makers,

(3) Communications throughout the area with the AN/PRC 20 was considered
excellent.

(4) The patrola area year infested with leeches.

8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE EKEMY: No contact made.

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD DR WOUNDED Fair.

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: None.

J. LATERRA
1st Lv Co. A.

11. ADDJTIONALCOMMENTS BY DEARTEFER: None

GONFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE (15)
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Q._tLP_ F I D ~_K IL.U 

uPERZrl' IuN uRDl!:R 176-65 

aef: (a) j\:iAP: VIETNAlvl" 1150,O()O, She",t 6'59 III 

Time Zone: H 

Tu sk iJrgnltiz,n tinn: 

• 
COPY~Of~copies 
CQj~ ,Jd{econrln 
JA NANG,RVN 
200800H uct 65 

2d Ploto()n, CoA, 3tReionBn l/ht VJACCASKI~ 

1. ,sITUATION. 
a. ~. Current ISUM'.::; (Mnke final check with Regt 8-2 and ~in .::; ... 2). 
b. E:r.~Q.nd.ll. Current OPSUlvl't; AND PIR'S (Insure Liaison is complete 

for respective area and supporting armsH 
c. attachments. One AHVN JULDIER. 

2, l:1!S§IUN,. 2d Pla won, Coli conduct tay ant night undetected JJlnt rooon ... 
naissance to locate VIET GuNG communications routes, each}:> aitos; stor­
age are as and activity; establish fJ.i.y Opls and 601ective night ambush 
pnsi tions within the assigneiJ patrnl area frol!l 22-25 uct 1965, 

3. ~MCUTlutl. 
n. ~ncel?t of operation, 2d Platoon, Coi~ with attachments tl:'uct tAl 

CF 1 arriving NI.T 22180~, .roo.ke final Liais"n vith fr:i.eildly UilitS4 
COl1lffienCe to move at 221915 passing through CP I s 2, 3, It £l.ll') 5, arriv­
ing at OP 5 prior to first light, l'.iove to OP's 6, ?, and B; nrrivi~ 
GP 8 NLT 231000 and ostnbl:l.sh P.d that vicinity, Une sq'Xld J·\,I').l\lmoi't.er 
tlrea. vicinity oPts 9, 10, and 11, tJ.rriving back at PJ NL'l' 231800. Es­
tablish new Pod ani seleetive night b.ffihush por,i,t,1.o ll vicin.cty CY 8 until 
240600 at which time ;>.A move to opts 12, 14, 15 and 16, esv.1·;:,Ushing 
Prl fino selective ambudh positir)n vicinity OP 16 NUl' 2kl,Or:l. 2A mr've 
to OP 17 by 25090() I seoure LZ (N~ 873864) ani rO{l£l.in in araB. fr'r b~l'­
lift ou.t at 25093v for return to LZ FINCH. 

4. ADHH'I::>TRfI'I'IUH AND WGIS'I'ICS., 
a. 2d Platoon, Col. truck to OP 1 arriving NL'! K.21800-Helo-lift from 
LZ (Al' 8'73864) at 250930 for return to LZ FINCH. 
b. ~econBn SUP pertaining to supply and personnel for pla toon size 
nperDtinns apply, 
c. tit:}dy armor ani helmets \Till be ,,,orn unle;;Js deemet undecirable by 
Po. tt'nl Lenier, 
d, ldentification tugs and Geneva Oonvention cards will be worn an. 
~arried by each man. . 
e. II patrol roster will be subm1ttai to .3dRednrilin (S-3) nnd Conpany 
Conwunder prin~ t~ departure. 
£'. MED-EVLO ,U .. ' necclssary, will be nocnrnplished in nccoriance with 
previous instructions. 

-1-

o 0 NFl DEN ! I A 1 
C:;"',-e..i.., (; ( ) 
.. ~ ..... ,'"' '"! ' 
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3d R E E O N BX

CUNFIDENTIAL
Copy / 20122copies
COA, 3dReconBn
BA NANG, RVN
200800H Uct 65

OPERATION ORDER 176-65

Ref: (a) MAP: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheet 6659 III

Time Zone: H

Task Organization:
1/Lt MACCASKILL2d Platoon, CnA, 3dRedonBn

1. SITUATION.
a. Enemy. Current ISUM'S (Make final check with Regt S-2 and Bn S-2).

b. Friendly. Current OPSUM'S AND PIR'S (Insure Liaison is complete
for respective area and supporting arms),

C. Attachments. One ARVN SOLDIER.

2. MISSION. 2d Platoon, CnA conduct day and night undetected land recon-

naissance to locate VIET CUNG communications routes, camp sites, stor-

age are as and activity; establish day OP's and selective night ambush

positions within the assigned patrol area from 22-25 Oct 1965.

3. EXECUTION.
a. Concept of operation. 2d Platoon, Cal with attachments truct to

CP 1 arriving NLT 221800, make final Liaison with friendly units.

Commence to move at 221915 passing through CP's 2, 3, 4 and 5, arriv-

ing at CP 5 prior to first light. Move to CP's 6, 7, and 8, arriving

CP 8 NLT 231000 and establish PB that vicinity, Une sound reconnoiter

area vicinity CP's 9, 10, and 11, arriving back at P3 NLT 231800. Es-

tablish new PB and selective night ambush position vicinity CK 8 until

240600 at which time 2A move to CP's 12, 14, 15 and 16, establishing

P3 and selective ambush position vicinity CP 16 NLT 24.1900. 2A move

tn CP 17 by 250900, secure LZ (A1 873864) and remain in area for helon

lift out at 250930 for return to LZ FINCH.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS,
a. 2d Platnon, CoA truck to CP 1 arriving NLT 221800-Helo-lift from

L2 (AT 873864) at 250930 for return to LZ FINCH.

b. 3dReconBn SUP pertaining to supply and personnel for platoon size

operations apply.
C. Body armor and helmets will be worn unless deemed undesirable by

Patrol Leader.
d. Identification tags and Geneva Convention cards will be worn and

carried by each man.
e. A patrol roster will be submitted to 3dRedonBn (S-3) and Company

Commander prior tn departure.
f. MED-EVAC if, necessary, will be accomplished in accordance with

previous instructions.

CONFIDENTIAL

(16)End
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• • 
5. COMl-'JAND MU1 OyMMUNICA'l'IUNS-ELEPIRUNI06. 

a. 3dRecondn SOP pertaining to communications for plotonn siz(l 
operations apply. 
b. No patrol will move into an area where collllnuoicntions cannot 
be effectet. 
c. All stations will report erIch hnur on the hour ani nt other 
times deemed necessary. 
i. A report of "All secure, 81 tun tion remains tile same" I will Cle 
reported IIAlpha Sierra .:>ierra R()meo .::iieri'a". , 
e. A position reR(')rt will be ll::;ked for or ~p()rte"'y use 0'1 cr4e 
n:1'th VU REPURT". 
f. F'RE,~: P-3,.8 A-38.8 
g. 'l'hRU.:;'I LIHi: 9089 
h. u~c: "GuLD HIJ1AYS". Idt nu,eral starting with the day of tf'Q JlV)nt.h 
and changing daily at 0001. 
i. AUlHEN'l'ICA'I'IuN: A1JTUb.u.dILE-MAl\.Ei{ 
j. Platw:lO .:>ergeant with 2/1.')4 when squads separate •• 

Pla to(,n Corowmda"t" with 2Al2 when sqlID.ds separa tei. 
k. A communiea tions :coh;.y .. d 11 be ent.J:l.blhhed at lltJNG DF..N. 
1. E&E: IIt-VlKE 'l'RACKS II. 

DbTRldm'h:N: 
G-3 (5) 
G-2 (2) 
3dMadnes (1) 
FJCC 1#Diarines(3) 
2/3 (1) 
JdReconBn (5l 
RecC'lnOff (1 
o oil. ,3d.HecorWn (I~ 

d. '. HUNI'ER 
C.tl'T.i', H-l,; U.:>1<10 
~'Il\f."'II',tw:'" 

--2--
C QNF I D.&JLT IA L 
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CONFIDENIT

5. COMMAND AND CUMMUNICATIUNS-ELECTRUNICS.
a. 3dRecondn SOP pertaining to communications for platoon size
operations apply.
b. No patrol will move into an area where communications cannot
be effected.
C. All stations will report each hour on the hour and at other
times deemed necessary.
d. A report of "All secure, situation remains the same", will be
reported "Alpha Sierra Sierra Romen Sierra".
e. A position report will be asked for or reported by use of once
"GRAVO REPORT".
f. FRE P-39.8 A-38.8
g. THRUST LINE: 9089
h. UBC: "GOLD HIWAYS". 1st nu,eral starting with the day of the month
and changing daily at 0001.
1. AUTHENTICATION: AUTUMUBILE-MAKER
j. Platoon Sergeant with 2A34 when squads separated.

Platoon Commander with 2A12 when squads separated.
k. A communications relay will be established at IXING DEN.
1. E&E: "MAKE TRACKS".

8. HUNTER
CAPTAIN, USMC
Commonities

DISTRIBUTION:
(5)G-3
(2)G-2
(1)3dMarines

FSCC,,DIARINES (3)
(1)2/3
(5)3dReconBn
(1)Reconoff
(4)

--2--

CONFIDENTIAL
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OPERA TION ORDER 177-65 

Rate (6) MAP, VIETNAH, 1150,000, Sheet 6659 III 

Time Zonel H 

T ask Organize. tiona 

· • sd ,1('£"( 8A/ 

Cnplil.ot~opies 
OoA ,3dRecoru3n 
Il;\ WHiG ,RVN 
2,3080OH Oct 65 

1st Platoon, OoA,3dRecon8n 2/Lt HENDERSON 

1. SITUAII2ti. I 

a. ~. Current ISUM'8 (Make tin&.loheok with Regt 8 .. 2 and Bn 8-2). 
b~ friM~Z. Current ,oPSUM'S AND pm'S (Insure L1nison is complete 

tor reepee t1 ve area and supporting al'JIIS). 
c. A~ta2.bmRQt§. 0 ne ARVN SOLDIER. 

2. J:1t§§IOti. 1st Platoon, Oot. oonduct daYelnd night undetected lAnd NOOA­
naisstlnoe to locate Viet Cong oanp 81t98, storage area. l\ll4 ooJl1JlUn1~ 
tion routes) establish day OP's and .elective night ambuSh positions 
within the asslened patrol area trom 21.--27 Oct 1965. 

3. EXl!N~roti. 
fl. ~nxept of 9RRratien. 1st Pl.atoon,Oal with flttacbments truck to 
FOX Fom area, Wloke tiMl Lia~8()n prior to 2IJ.830 anq 4epnrt CP 1 9. t 
24191,.!. Move to OP' 8 2, 3,4, 5 and 6, tll'l'lvlng OP6 NLT 250545. Es­
tablish day OP /PB fl t UP 6 while one sqmd reoonnoi ter trail network 
wmr-SOUl'HWEST •. lA moVe to OP7 o.rr1v~ ~T 2S190(),e.to,bl.~sh PB and 
selective night ambusb1n'V'lo1,n1ty CP? At 260630, lA p1'00eo41to Opls 
8, 9, 19, II o.nd 12 ~rriving or 12 NUt 2618)0. Isto.bl.'.l1 PB and night 
selective ambush position in -vlcini1i1 nf OP U. Movo te OP 14 at 'n 
0530 ond secure LZ (AT 834"18). Rexnain in Al'eEl tnt' helo-litt out at 
27C930 for return to LZ FINOH. 

4, ~I2MItU2IWl*Qtl ADS IPQJSTICt 
n. 1st Plntoon,oA truck lOX FORT area, arriving NLT 241800. Pick-
up to be by halo at 270930 trom LZ (AT 8)4783) for return to LZ FINCH. 
b. )dReconBn SOP pertaining to supply and personnel for platoon ahe 
opera tiona apply. 
c. Body £l,rlllOr nnd helmets will. be wnrn unlea8 deOJP$d undesirable by 
patrol lender. 
d. Identification tng. El,nd Geneva Convention enrdl wl11 be worn and 
oarried by each men. 
e. A patrol rnster will be submitted. to 3dReconBn (8 • .) and Cotnpfll\V' 
Oommander prior to departure. 
t. MED-EVAO, it necesso.rl, will be aocamplilhed in acoor&>.no8 wi th 
previous instructioAa. 

-1-
2Qlf,lIQ~NTIAL 

ENCLOSURE (17) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

3d REC BN

CONFIDENTIA
CopyLoo 22eopies
CoA,3dReconBn
DA NANG, RVN
230800H Oct 65

OPERATION ORDER 177-65

Ref: (a) MAP: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheet 6659 III

Time Zone: H

Task Organization:
1st Platoon, CoA,3dReconBn 2/Lt HENDERSON

1. SITUATION.
a. Enemy. Current ISUM'S (Make final check with Regt S-2 and Bn S-2).
b. Friendly. Current OPSUM'S AND PIR'S (Insure Liaison is complete

for respective area and supporting arms).
C. Attachments. o ne ARVN SOLDIER.

2. MISSION. 1st Platoon, CoA conduct day and night undetected land recon.
naissance to locate Viet Cong camp sites, storage areas and communion-
tion routes; establish day OP's and selective night ambush positions
within the assigned patrol area from 24-27 Oct 1965.

3. EXECUTION.
a. Concept of operation. 1st Platoon, CoA with attachments truck to
FOX FORT area, make final Liaison prior to 241830 and depart CP 1 at
241915. Move to CP's 2, 3,4, 5 and 6, arriving CP 6 NLT 250545. Es-
tablish day OP/PB at GP 6 while one squad reconnoiter trail network
WEST-SOUTHWEST. 1A move to CP7 arriving NLT 251900, establish PB and
selective night ambush in vicinity CP 7. At 260630, 1A proceed to CP1s
8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 arriving CP 12 NLT 261830. Establish PB and night
selective ambush position in vicinity of CP 12. Move to CP 14 at 27
0530 and secure LZ (AT 834783). Remain in area for helo-lift out at
270930 for return to LZ FINCH.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.
a. 1st Platoon, CoA truck to FOX FORT area, arriving NLT 241800. Pick-
up to be by helo at 270930 from LZ (AT 834783) for return to LZ FINCH.
b. 3dReconBn SOP pertaining to supply and personnel for platoon size
operations apply.
C. Body armor and helmets will be worn unless deemed undesirable by
patrol leader.
d. Identification tags and Geneva Convention cards will be worn and
carried by each man.
e. A patrol roster will be submitted to 3dReconBn (S-3) and Company
Commander prior to departure.
f. MED-EVAC, if necessary, will be accomplished in accordance with
previous instructions.

CONFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE
(17)

DECLASSIFIED
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5. POMMAm> AHP ,gomlQAIl9NS Atm EIm1.&>!!l.r~. 
a. 3dReconBn SOP pertaining to communications for platoon size 
operations apply. 
b. No patrol will·move into an area. where communications cannot 
bo effeoted. 
c. All stations will report each hom:' on the hbur and at other 
times deeMed. neoessarl. 
d. A report of '~ll secure, aitontion rell'tLins the 3aJOO", will be 
reported IlAlpho. Sierra Sierrn Romeo Sierm". 
e. A position repr:,rt will be nsked for or reported by Uge of 
code IIf:RWO REPtRT". 
f ~ F'HEQ: P-.'39 • 8 11.-38.8 
g. THRUST UNE: 8580 
h. Uj~G: "JUNGLE PATH", 1st numeral starting with the day of the 
rrnnth and chan,'5ing dAily at 0001. 
i. Am~HENTrC/'.TIONI BEER ... BRAND 
j. P:i.B tnon Sergoo.nt with lAJ4 when squads separn ted. 

Platoon Commander with lA12 when squads separated. 
k. A communioation relay will be established at DIJNG DEN i1' necessar,. 
1. FMa II~KE TRACKS". 

DISTRIBtrr ION: 
G-J (5) 
G-2 (2) 
3dl-brines (1) 
FSCC ,3c~~~"lr (J) 
2/3 U) 
3dReconlb ( 5) 
ReconOff (1) 
Coh ,J!~.F.ec()nBn(4) 

B. Q. HUNTER 
CAPTAIN, UOO 
Comrtll.nd:mg 

-2-0 

DECLASSIFIED 

ENCLOSURE (/1) 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIA

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS AND ELECTRONICS.
a. 3dReconBn SOP pertaining to communications for platoon size

operations apply.
b. No patrol will move into an area where communications cannot
be effected.
c. All stations will report each hour on the hour and at other
times deemed necessary.
d. A report of "All secure, situation remains the same", will be

reported Alpha Sierra Sierra Romeo Sierra".
e. A position report will be asked for or reported by use of
code "BRAVO REPORT".
f. FREQ: P-39.8 A-38.8
g. THRUST LINE: 8580
h, URC: "JUNGLE PATH", 1st numeral starting with the day of the
month and changing daily at 0001.
i. AUTHENTICATION: BEER-BRAND
j. Platnon Sergeant with 1A34 when squads separated.

Platoon Commander with 1A12 when squads separated.
k. A communication relay will be established at DONG DEN if necessary.
1. E&E: "MAKE TRACKS".

B. G. HUNTER
CAPTAIN, USMO
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION:
(5)G-3
(2)G-2
(.1)3dMarines
(3)FSCC,30Mrr
(1)2/3
(5)3dReconBn
(1)Reconott

CoA,32ReconBn(4)

--2--
CONFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE (17)
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3d Reconnaissanoe Dn 
DA NANG, VN 
Da te/T ime 2?l/.'~-' 

fA TRut RfiURT 

DESIGNATION OF PATRUL, Scat 1 - Alpha 

MAPS: Vietnam 1:50,000 Sheet No. 6659 III Sere L-701 

1. SIZE AND CUMPUSrrlUN uF PATRUL: (1) Off (14) Enl (1) ARVN 

2. MISS IUN: Conduct day and night U£ldeteflte! l&nd reeonna.isSallCe to looate 
Viet Cong camp sites, storage areas and communication~ routes, 
establish day opts and' selective night ambush positions. 

3. '1' I~.lF UF DEPARTURE. 2418.3OH . 

4. TIME OF' RErURN: 2709.300 

5. ROUI'E: Re:t."er to Op~l\t:i.on order17'Y-M 

6. OBSERVATIONS ... ENEMY AND TERRAIN: (1) No physical or visU:'11 COLtu::L ~ade. 

7. CJI'BEB. INFORM'l.TlUN: 
(1) At 261100H (AT 823778) Located one hutch approx1r;ntely 

15x8x5 constructed of bamboo and logs. nothing waR 
located inside, and the hutch appeared very old. 

(2) Where the trail ends on the map. At (AT 82777Z) the 
trail continues towards the northwest for 1000 meterd 
From all indications the trail had not been recentl:' 
used. 

(3) The trail used, was not boody trapped and no trail 
markers were found. 

8. RESUIIfS OF ENCuUNl'ERS WITH THE ENEMY: No oontaot made. 

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD UR WOUNDED: 
Good 

10. CONCLUSIONS AND R]X)OMMENDATlUNS: Conolusion the rand located on the mD,P 
and used by the pntr~l is not being used 
by the VO. 

-~-,----, 

W.'!' .•. HENDERSON , 
2d Lt. Co A 

11. ADDITIONAL OoMMEN1'8 BY DEBRIEFERI None 

G 0 NFl ]) r.~ N :,~' I AT . .. _-- - -. -.-.... -.-..... ~-... --~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

5-3
CONFIDENTIAL

3d Reconnaissance Bn
DA NANG, VN
Date/Time 271400

PATROL REPORT

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Scat 1-- Alpha

MAPS: Vietnam 1:50,000 Sheet No. 6659 III Ser. L-701

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (1) Off (14) Enl (1) ARVN

2. MISSION: Conduct day and night undetected land reconneissance to locate
Viet Cong camp sites, storage areas and communications routes,
establish day OP's and selective night ambush positions.

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 241830H

4. TIME OF RETURN: 270930H

5. ROUTE: Refer to Operation order 177-65

6. OBSERVATIONS - ENEMY AND TERRAIN: (1) No physical or visual contact made,

7. OTHER INFORMATION:
(1) At 261100H (AT 823778) Located one hutch approximately

15x8x5 constructed of bahboo and logs. nothing was
located inside, and the hutch appeared very old.

(2) Where the trail ends on the map. At (AT 827772) the
trail continues towards the northwest for 1000 meters
From all indications the trail had not been recently
used.

(3) The trail used, was not boody trapped and no trail
markers were found.

8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: No contact made.

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD OR WOUNDED:
Good

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: Conclusion the road located on the map
and used by the patrol is not being used
by the VC.

W.T. HENDERSON
2d Lt. Co A

11. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER: None

CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED
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r:(l..'~'.' ~';Gi1'uc ~'l3n . 
11-\ N!~N G )1,YN 
2/.1500 Oct 65 

OPERNi'lON ORDER 178-65' 
- ,~ . 

Rt;lf, ,(Q.) W~PJ y~F,l'NAM, 1; 50,000, Sheet ~659 III 

Time ZoncaH .', ! 

Task orp~ifA t~pn. 
3d PlAtoon; OoA,3d ReconBn liLt lATE1tRA 

" , 
1. S:tttl6l:~Qti. ~ . 

a, 1.IlIat. Current ISUM1S (MaJc, t!nnJ, check w1~ '~Pgt. 8 ... 2 and ?n B-3). 
b. Frbndlv. Outrent. Ol'SUWS :·ANO PIR!S U!)'~~':'f4~;QPr" 1s oo.aif'lete 

for respective area ancl· suppnrtirianrIllAi. . 
o. ~UI9,9b1DoQtI' One ARVN SOIDlER.; ;. ". ' .. '. 

2. MISSIQi. 3d Platoon, Oah oond1.¥)t dar and night undetected In.nd recon­
naissance to locate Viet Cong OQapSitosi 

storage ()'J'oo..:; nnd oor.ll' .• unic().­
tiona routes, eBtabl~8n day OP's and se active ~ight n~bueh pOdit1ons 
within the assigned patrol area from 26-29 Ocrt 1965. 

3. fII1M~~:t.l .• 
a. n 0 3d Pla. toon, OoA with a tt£,ch.ments holo-lift 
to LZ DONO DEN AT 37 27) at 2&930. Move from OP 1 t.o OP 2 and OP 3, 
arriving OF 3 Nur 261800. Establish PB and night selective El.lllbU,9h pos! ... 
tion vicini toY OP 3. One sqllld establish dJly OJ' vicirll t,y C.l? 3 [·ud OllO 

sq\&d reconnoiter nrea to OP 4, depnrt:l·nz 270630 a,1.d ~:.'e'tu:r.tl to dn;r OP in 
time ~n· permit / one $q~d to.d9}!mrt dny OF 2?1200 and I's4J>()lT~n(litor. .aren to 
CP 5 and 6, returning to CP 3 NLT 271600, 311 6sw.blish PB nnd })eloc­
tive night ambush positinn vicin1~ OP 3 until 260630 at 'vnich t~o 
proceed to OP ? and $ arriving OP 8 NUT 261g~0. Establish selective 
night ambush position vicinity OP 8 until 2905)0 at whioh time move to 
CP 9 and rennin thtt. t area. until 290900. Move to OP 10 at 290930, secure 
lfl (AT 835858) and rO.i!ll1n in nrea fnt' halo-lift out at 290900 for re .. 
turn to LZ tINCH. 

4. APMlNIStMTlQE .htlUQ.1W'lQ.~. 
a. )d Platoon, COJlhe).o-lift froll1 LZ FINOH to 11 (OONG DENHAT 837827) 
at 260930. Helo lift out i'l.'Oln LZ (AT 835858) at 29(9)0 nnd return to 
LZFlOOH. 
b. )dReconBn SOP porto.·1ning to supply and personnel frtr platot'n slae 
opera. Unns apply. 
c. BodJ armnr nnd helmets w111 be worn unless deemed undosirable by 
Patrn1 Lender. 
d. Identification tags nnd Geneva Convention curds will be wnrn and . 
carried by each IOCln. . < '. ; 

e. A patrol roster will be submitted to .3dReCX\nBn (S-3) and Conpnrw 
Commander prior to dep().rt~e. 
f. MED-EVAC, 1f necElaS£l.r.-y t will be aoomnplished in aocordanoe with 

. pr.ev1oul;! instructions. 
-1-

DECLASSIFIED 

( ) ~8nS01JN] 
ENCLOSURE (Jrt) 

DECLASSIFIED

SdREG BN

16.20 copite
CoA. 6dReconBn
DA NANG, RVN
241500 Oct 55

OPERATION ORDER 178-65

Ref: (a) MAP; VIFTNAM, 1:50,000, Sheet 6659 III

Time Zone: H

Task Organization:
1/Lt LATERRA3d Platoon, Cor,3d ReconBn

1. SITUATION.
a. Enemy. Current ISUM'S (Make final check with Rogt S-2 and Bn S-3).

Friendly. Current OPSUM'S AND PIRIS (Insure Liaison is completeb.
for respective area and supporting arms.

C. Attachments. One ARVN SOLDIER.

2. MISSION. 3d Platoon, Can conduct day and night undetected land recon-
naissance to locate Viet Cong campsites, storage areas and communica-
tions routes; establish day OP's and selective night ambush positions
within the assigned patrol area from 26-29 Oct 1965.

3. EXECUTION.
Concept of operation. 3d Platoon, CoA with attachments helo-lifta.

to LZ DONG DEN (AT 837827) at 260930. Move from CP 1 to CP 2 and CP 3,
arriving CP 3 NLT 261800. Establish PB and night selective ambush posi-
tion vicinity CP 3. One squad establish day CP vicinity C.P. 3 and one
squad reconnoiter area to CP 4, departing 270630 and return to day OP in
time pormit, one squad to depart day OP 271200 and redomniter area to
CP 5 and 6, returning to CP 3 NLT 271800. 3/1 establish PB and selec-
tive night ambush position vicinity CP 3 until 250630 at which time
proceed to CP 7 and 8 arriving CP 8 NLT 281830. Establish selective
night ambush position vicinity CP 8 until 290530 at which time move to
CP 9 and remin that area until 290900. Move to CP 10 at 290930, secure
L2 (AT 835858) and remain in area for heln-lift out at 290900 for re-
turn to LZ FINCH.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.
a. 3d Platoon, Can helo-lift from LZ FINCH to LZ (DONG DEN) (AT 837827)
at 260930. Helo lift out from L2 (AT 835858) at 2909.30 and return to
L2 FINCH.
b. 3dReconBn SOP pertaining to supply and personnel for platoon size
operations apply.
C. Body armor and helmets will be worn unless deemed undesirable by
Patrol Leader.
d. Identification tags and Geneva Convention cards will be worn and
carried by each man.
e. A patrol roster will be submitted to 3dReconBn (S-3) and Company
Commander prior to departure.
f. MED-EVAC, if necessary, will be accomplished in accordance with
previous instructions.

CONFIDENTIAL

SYNSOTONE(

ENCLOSURE (18)
DECLASSIFIED
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5. COMMAND AND G\'l'<lYJt'nIC:'lrJ'rLli~S AND EI.EaTHONICS. 
0.- 3dI{~crmB;:;S:jl~ P;'I:'tu~c;zn-;toc~;mUi~fcatior:s for platoon size 
operaUoM apply .. 
b. No patrol will roovo lnt" an area where onmmunicnt1ons oannot 
be effected. 
c. J~ll stations will report each hour on the hour and at other 
times deemed necessnry. 
d. A report of %11 secure, sit\.ntit'ln rennins the snme", will be 
reportod "Alpha Sierra Sierra Romen Sierra". 
e. A pnsotinn report will be nsked for or reported by use of oode 
ttURhVU REPORT". 
f. FR~: P-39.8 A-38.S 
g. THRUST LINEa 8687 
h. UBC& "SILENT RmD", 1st nwne~l starting 'With tho do.l of the 
Mnth and chnnging dail,y 0. t 0001. 
1. AtJrHENT ICIlTION a BEER .. 8RAND 
j. Platoon Sergeant with )'lJ4 when sqmds separaLd. 

Platoon Comnmier ",ith )\12 'When 8Q.wds separated. 
k. A communications relay will be esthblished at WNG DEN. 
1. mEl "Wi.KE TRACKS". 

DISTRltiUtIONs 
0.3 (5) 
~2 (2) 
JdMnrines (1) 
F8CC ,JdMnr (3) 

313 (1) 
)dReronBn (5) 
ReconOff (1) 
Coh)dRe01 nBn (4) 

B. G. Hmn'ER 
CAP'l:Al N, USM) 
CnllUltlnding 

CQNfID~NTlbw 

ENCLOSURE (/r) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFADEN .1

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS AND ELECTRONICS.
a. 3dReconBn SUP pertaining to communications for platoon size
operations apply.
b. No patrol will move into an area where communications cannot
be effected.
c. All stations will report each hour on the hour and at other
times deemed necessary.
d. A report of "All secure, situation remins the same", will be
reported "Alpha Sierra Sierra Romen Sierra".
e. A posotion report will be asked for or reported by use of code
"BRAVU REPORT".
f. FREQ: P-39.8 A-38.8
g. THRUST LINE: 8687
h. UBC: "SILENT ROAD", 1st numeral starting with the day of the
month and changing daily at 0001.
i, AUTHENTICATION: BEER-BRAND
j. Platoon Sergeant with 3434 when squads separated.

Platoon Commader with 3112 when squads separated.
k. A communications relay will be established at DONG DEN.
1. E&E: "MAKE TRACKS".

B. G. HUNTER
CAPTAIN, USMC
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION:
(5)G-3
(2)G-2
(1)3dMarines

FSCC,3dMar (3)
(1)2/3
(5)3dReconBn
(1)ReconOff

CoA 3dRecn nBn (4)

==2--
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ENCLOSURE ( / 8 )
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Copy~~f~Copies 
3ci ReOOL0"1;:r3unCe Bn. 
DA NM~'}. nWI 
:~'r(iOH' O,-IjCib€1' 1965 

f!lt!JQI..-B.E;f9YtT 

DESIGNATION OF PATROLa Scat 31\. 

}flAPS: Sheet 6659 III, Series X.?OI, 1s 50,000 

S-3 

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITIuN OF' PATROLs (1) Off (1) ARVN (1) USN (14) ENL 

2. MISSl('N: Conduct dn:r and night undeteoted Tr.'('.t''1l"<.l-Ls<;,ar,c8 within 
LlY:."t ,#.1u 

4. T IHE OF RETlJ1tN: :>TLBOOH f i 

5. ROUTE: Re:(or ":';0 C'?O}(D 178-65 

6. OBSERVATIONS: 

!~~~, Q.pggPJN{l.,t&? 

291330H (AT e/~5854) 

291430H (flT 843g56) 

291600H (AT 845855) 

29163CH (AT 8/+5855) 

7. Ol'HERINFORMATION: 

QBSI!YA:a,~~ 

Sighted 2 Jl)~n unlOO4ing a ceno('l. 

S:l.ehted an 1St sampan ;Iiloving-i'r.:"m F.as~ to 
thaVJest being, paddled .'tv) JT)l)xi •. 

S:i.ghted b. 12' wicker '!"19.m:Jan mO'Tin'S E'J.~,t. to 
v1csi:. paddled by 2 Plen .. 

Observed 3 people 'O/('l'L~i.ng Weft.. 0l'8 person 
we.lking East. Firefi~t>t. 81':81.'.81. 

At 291.33ClH while patrol was proceeding down trai).'c0' (J'l,Bl, 5~1-j4) :'tlhel'e 
the patrol observed :2 men on the North bank 0:1' '~:::(;. i,IJ:'JI\' I':.' "A:~ 847 
856). One man was dress.ed in a green UniZ,'\l';l "J .".: j, ')'6 :. g:'(;~;: 'he: 't. The 
other 1J8.S dressed in black PJ' s and WOl',) n S·~~l·9.,·r nat. N:l V'e> 'i "il;' ',rc-:'e 
sighted. The men were unloading a canoe 8,,,"d.v;i'W:. ~~n;.8b:d ':lHJOcic1i:-J(: 

they turned thecnnne over and started to 1 qo {";' ~;,. U't8r fl~~lfn·cun,itelY 
20 minutes the man in green walked into t:1C ·.r.n1~gG nl KIN 'iZN c;nr::'ying 
something. The other followed shortly thenni"l:,w. 

At 2914300 nnla' vooden sampnn came along ke ;,~v c,1 fl'C;~ i,':le :'1<:l.st 
moving West. The boat wns be;i.ng paddler: ');. J m')D clf'~"'.:'~:"~J ble.c~{ PJ' s 
fJDd straw hats~ The clothing appear-8d t,;, b,3 nowl.r,d f:'.::LDy. A ~th 
man was noted kneeling on a 14~ger1.lcl;: s9.Gk •. T;1;:.8 !ran WelD 'wearing grey 
clothes and ~re .no hat. '.l.'hema:n i~grey was crouched low in the boat 
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:ONFIDENTIAL
Copy 10 of18 Copies
3d Reconomissance Bn.
DA NANG, RVN
291930H October 1965

PATROL REPORT

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Scat 3A

MAPS: Sheet 6659 III, Series 1.701, 1:50,000

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (1) Off (1) ARVN (1) USN (14) ENL

2. MISSION: Conduct day and night undetected reconnaisgance within
ROAR #3.

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 270930H

4. TIME OF RETURN: 291800H

5. ROUTE: Refor to CPORD 178-65

6. OBSERVATIONS:

OBSERVATIONCOORDINATESPIME

(AT 845854) Sighted 2 men unloading a canne.291,330H

Sighted an 18 sampan moving from Fast, to291430H (AT 843856)
the West being paddled by 3 mon.

(AT 845855) Sighted a 12' wicker sampan moving East to291600H
West paddled by 2 men.

Observed 3 people walking West. One person29163CH (AT 845855)
walking East. Firefight ensuel.

7. OTHER INFORMATION:

At 291330H while patrol was proceeding down trail to (AT 81.5854) where
the patrol observed 2 men on the North bank of the SUTE DA AN 847
856). One man was dressed in a green uniform wearing C hot. The
other was dressed in black PJ's and wore a strain not. No ORIG vote

sighted. The men were unloading a canne and when finished unloading,
they turned the canne over and started to repoir it. Leter approximately
20 minutes the man in green walked into the village or NAM YFN carrying
something. The other followed shortly thereAfter.

At 291430H an 18' wooden sampan came along the Diver from the East

moving West. The boat was being paddled by 3 men wearing black PJ's
and straw hats. The clothing appeared to be new and shiny. A 4th
man was noted kneeling on a large ruck sack. This man was wearing grey
clothes and wore no hat. The man in grey was crouched low in the boat

CUNFIDENTIAL
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and appeared to be observing in all directions with particular attention 

being paid to the river bnnks. 'rbe boat passed the patrols position a.nd 

vent in shore at (AT 843856) opposite a bridge. As the boat vent into 

the bullrushes the lDQn in grey jumped out of the boat vi th the ruck saok 

a.nd the boa t continued on. 

At 291600H (AT 845855) a 12' vicker BaJPan pa.ssed in front of the patrols 

position moving East to West paddled by 2 men wearing shorts and ribbed 

w,rn shirts with no hats. They were carrying a. large bundle between them 

in the boat. The boat continuod West until out of sight. 

At 2916.300 (liT 845855) .3 poople started to walk in fro])':; of the patrols 

position walking Was t. A t tho same time 1 men was ObSG1'Ved "1fllk:i.ng East 

toward the patrol's posHinn. Approximntely 3 minutes In.:t.or something 

caused the .3 people to start :running toward the West. J. t was noted tilat 

they were CClrrying nuto~tic weapons with whnt appeared to be drum type 

mngazines. Tho pB.trol opened fire and th9 l~d person v.p-pc·':lred ·tiO hn'V'e 

been hit, but continuod on into the brush. The last person wns nlan hit 

and collapsed in the road. Shortly after tb!s the patrol commenced to 

received semi-automatic weapons fire !.rom 3 positions diroctly across the 

river (AT 844856 - 846857 - 848857) from the patrol's position. Fire vas 

returned and }lU lB' 8 were called and, when they approaohed, autc>ma tic 

weapons fire vas noted being directed at them from (t.T 8/.335f1\ At t!lis 

time it was disoovered too t the wound ed VC in the rood uas E: Ull n:'..~.ve 

and n Dled evacuation was requested. The halo evacUltion 1>19.S f'.ccompHohed 

at 29:t73OH. Auto~tic vonpons nnd sporadic semi-nutomaUn woapo.ns ft't"e 

was received up until the time the patrol was lifterl (Y,rt c.-I: the ~.1'~~.. At 

29l9JOH a preliminary check of the documents and posso.,s~ (Ins of th,~ 

wounded VC woman disolosed that ona was a. birth c(. !''\;J:i;'ic'1 te; Clnc a tompor­

a.ry ID oFl.rd; nnother was a letter of reOotnmenda t.ion frnI,· a revolutionary 

organization; a l.etter from har brother stating he wanted her not to give 

up being n VC and to continue to support the caUBe. l'hAre were other 

Ildsce.l.lDnoous ptl.pers a.nd possessions. 

8. RESUl:rS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH 'l'HE ENEMY: One VC WIP.; Cn,) V0(wonan) 

wounded and oapturod. Wa.s taken out by halo eV?c to AH.\'l~ ;ioepH<1.1. 

9. CONDITIoN OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF MIT. JF·lI.·' t''''. w,',mm:D: 
Go(')d. 

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECvMMENDATloNS, None 

J IA'rEl'{;-il 
ls'\..J.Jt CI'J).. 

11. ADDITIUNL~L COMMENl'S BY DEBRIEFElh Nh~1 YFN El.ppe~,:.e to 1:;e a village 

that continuos to be a point frfl1n where the VC ('lp~rate. ~hcm 0,11 indications 

nnd previnu8 patrol reports it appears tha'~ talc, ut1.itij.'"1.BE 'w,f~d ,r:~.'~! ~l 

be a lOeeUng plAoe fcYr VO to plan and/or cnndu(:t nds,l;onR ~r~m. 

Q....Q..lLE...tJL~_!L T I A .. t 
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and appeared to be observing in all directions with particular attention

being paid to the river banks. The boat passed the patrols position and

went in shore at (AT 843856) opposite a bridge. As the boat went into

the bullrushes the man in grey jumped out of the boat with the ruck sack

and the boat continued on.

At 291600H (AT 845855) a 12' wicker sampan passed in front of the patrols

position moving East to West paddled by 2 men wearing shorts and ribbed
them

"T" shirts with no hats. They were carrying a large bundle between

in the boat. The boat continued West until out of sight.

At 291630H (AT 845855) 3 people started to walk in front of the patrols
East

position walking West. At the same time 1 men was observed walking

toward the patrol's position. Approximately 3 minutes later something

caused the 3 people to start running toward the West. it was noted that

they were carrying automatic weapons with what appeared to be drum type

magazines. The potrol opened fire and the lead person appeared to have
hit

been hit, but continued on into the brush. The last person was also

and collapsed in the road. Shortly after this the patrol commenced to

received semi-automatic weapons fire from 3 positions directly across the

river (AT 844856 - 846857 - 848857) from the patrol's position. Fire was

returned and HU 1B's were called and,when they approached, automatic

fire was noted being directed at them from (AT 843358). At this
weapons
time it was discovered that the wounded VC in the road was still alive

and a med evacuation was requested. The heln evacuation was accomplished

at 29.1730H. Automatic weapons and sporadic semi-automatic weapons fire

was received up until the time the patrol was lifted out of the area. At

291930H a preliminary check of the documents and possessions 01 the

wounded VC woman disclosed that one was a birth certificate; one a tompor-

ary ID card; another was a letter of recommendation from a revolutionary

organization; a letter from her brother stating he wanted her not
other

to give

up being a VC and to continue to support the cause. There were

miscellaneous papers and possessions,

8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: One VC WIA; (no vc(woman)

wounded and captured. Was taken out by heln evec to ARVN Hospital.

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD o WOUNDED:

Good.

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: None

J LATERMA
lstLt ONA

11. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER: NAM YFN appears to be a village

that continues to be a point from where the VC operate. From all indications

and previous patrol reports it appears that this offange sould topy stefL.L

be a meeting place for VC to plan and/or conduct missions from.
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Copy~o~~opies 
CoA, 3dReconBN 
DA NANG, RVN 
261J1Jij Oct 1965 

OPERATION-2BQ~li: 179-65 

Ref: (a) MAP: VIEl'NAM, 1:50,000, Sheet 6658 IV and 6659 III 

Time Zone: H 

Task Organizn tion: 

1. 

2. 

2nd PlaUon, CnA 3dReconBn 

SITOOT lOll. 
;:--~.2!:W. Current INSUM's (Make final check with Regt S-2 and En S-2). 
b" Er-iol}Ql.y:. Current OPSUM's and PIR's (Insure Liaison is cOinplete 

for respective area and supporting arms). 
c • ~.lli~. Uno ARVN S0LDIER. 

MISSION. 2d Platoon, CnA conduct day md night undetected land recon­
naissance Viot Cong nctivity, conununications routes" campsitos and sto­
rage areas; establish day OP's and selective night ambush positions 
within the assigned patrol arGa from 28-31 Oct 1965 • 

.3. ttXEClTr ION. 
a. Concept of operation. 2d Platoon, CoA with attachmenps helD-lift 
to LZ(AT 854707).at 281600 and after c("\nsolidation in 12 move to CP. 
and locato trail leading t("\ CP B if exist. N("\ trail available at 28 
1800 move to OP 1 and use that route. Using available routes proceed 
to CP 3 arriving tILT 290600. At 291200 proceed tC'l OP IS 4 and 5 arri~ 
il;)g CP 5 NL'l' 2918,30. Establish selective night ambush position vicirl.ty 
of CP 5. At 3006,30 move to CP 6 and timo permitting to CP 7. J~fter 
reconnoitering area commence move down mountain via route up on back 
0.1 terna to route if can be 10 en ted on move up. Utilizing above routes 
arrive CP 9 NLT ,3018)0 and establish selectiv0 nigH ambush position 
vicini ty CP 9. At 310530 move to CP 10, secure 12 (AT 841724) and re­
main ~hfit area for ho1o-lift out at 310930 for return to LZ FINCH. 

4. !DNINIS'l'RATIUN AND LUGISTI02. 
a. 2nd" P1a won, CoA he1o-lii t fr("\m 12 FINCH n t 281600 to 1.Z (A~' 854 
707). HelD-lift out of 12 (A'l' 8~ 724) at .3109.30 and return to LZ FINCH. 
b. 3dReconBn SUP pertaining to supply and personnel for platoon 
size operations apply. 
c. Body armor and holmets will be worn unless dueIllod undesirablo by 
Patrol Leader. 
d. Identificn tinn tags and Genova Convention cards will be worn and 
carried by each !1k'1n. 
o. A patrol rnstor will be submitted to 3dReconBn (8-3) and Corrpany 
Comnander prior to departure. 
f. MED-EVAO, if' necessary I will be ae<mmplished in accordanco with 
previous instructions. 

....1 ..... 
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CONFIDENTIAL
Copy18020cpies
CoA, 3dReconBN
DA NANG, RVN
261313H Oct 1965

OPERATION ORDER: 179-65

Ref: (a) MAP: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheet 6658 IV and 6659 III

Time Zone: H

Task Organization:
2nd Platoon, CoA 3dReconBn

1. SITUATION.
a. Enemy. Current INSUM's (Make final check with Regt S-2 and Bn S-2).
b. Friendly. Current OPSUM's and PIR's (Insure Liaison is complete

for respective area and supporting arms).
C. Attachments. One ARVN SOLDIER.

2. MISSION. 2d Platoon, CnA conduct day and night undetected land recon-
naissance Viet Cong activity, communications routes, campsites and stn
rage areas; establish day OP's and selective night ambush positions
within the assigned patrol area from 28-31 Oct 1965.

3. EXECUTION.
a. Concept of operation. 2d Platoon, CoA with attachments helo-lift
to LZ(AT 854707) at 281600 and after consolidation in LZ move to CP A
and locate trail leading tn CP B if exist. No trail available at 28
1800 move to CP 1 and use that route. Using available routes proceed
to CP 3 arriving NLT 290600. At 291200 proceed to CP's 4 and 5 arriv
ing CP 5 NLT 291830. Establish selective night ambush position vicinity
of CP 5. At 300630 move to CP 6 and time permitting to CP 7. After
reconnoitering area commence move down mountain via route up on back
alternate route if can be located on move up. Utilizing above routes
arrive CP 9 NLT 301830 and establish selective night ambush position
vicinity CP 9. At 310530 move to CP 10, secure LZ (AT 841724) and re-
main that area for holn-lift out at 310930 for return to LZ FINCH.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.
a. 2nd Platoon, CoA helo-lift from LZ FINCH at 281600 tn LZ (AT 854
707). Helo-lift out of LZ (AT 841724) at 310930 and return to LZ FINCH.
b. 3dReconBn SUP pertaining tn supply and personnel for platoon
size operations apply.
C. Body armor and helmets will be worn unless deemed undesirable by
Patrol Leader.
d. Identification tags and Geneva Convention cards will be worn and
carried by each man.
O. A patrol roster will be submitted to 3dReconBn (S-3) and Company
Commander prior to departure.
f. MED-EVAC, if necessary, will be accomplished in accordance with
previous instructions.

CONFIDENTIAL

(19)camel

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• •• 
5. ~ND AND CUM1~1]NICA'lJ'\'!k,)S,j\~!lL~liECTIi!2tlE2t.. 

a. 3illt0condn SOP pertaining tn cnmmuni~tinns for platoon size 
operations apply. 
b. Nn i1a trnl will flY'VG int,,", an area where co,i1l1luuica tions cannot 
bo offected. 
c. itll sW tiona will report each hnUt' on the hl'lUl' and [( t ()thGr 
tirrles deemed necc;;sary. 
d. it l'Op()rt nf "All secure, 5i tun tion reln'lins the same", will bo 
rop0:'..·t ... "'d IiI~lpha ::;ior1"a Sj,erra Ro[.10o Sierra". 
o. I). p0S~ t.if'n report wlll be asked f 0 r 111" repnrted by use 01' 

code Ill"HhVU REPIJRT rl. 
f • FFe~ ~ P.,.39 • 8 A·~ 38 ~ 8 
gfl j.r}'h'u~/r "JIN·.~; ~ ~~,67, I~ 

he I~,:'(': IIrVm~iT whl;ti.l:,. Ut Dl1rr:eral starting with the day nf the 
JTIf.)",th [t1;d :~,"I)g:i.ng Cl.,:, ;l.y a'~ r':)"ln 
1. [\JJ"I.L~PT.;:~;l\.'l'lOl~: EEf;P.-tlI~A;~D. 

j. P:ta tnf'n t:oX'geant with 211.34 when squads separated. 
Platonn COJ:]Irfwder with ':;,12 when squads separated. 

k. ;1 COLJjUl~licati()n relay w: .. 'Ll be established at DONG DEN if necessary" 

DI.j'tR.lLHJl' rUN 
G-3 (5) 
G-2 (2) 
3cl}1arinos (1) 
FJCC ,3dl·1arinofJ (.3) 
Is tBnls tl<L::'1.r (1) 
3dRcconBn (5) 
RoconOff (1) 
CoA3dRocnndn (4) 

B. G. HUNTER 
CAPTAIN, U;:;HC 
Oomnnnding 

--2--
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5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS AND ELECTRONICS.
a. 3dReconBn SOP pertaining tn communiations for platoon size
operations apply.
b. No Patrol will move intn an area where communications cannot
be effected.
C. All stations will report each hour on the hour and at other
times deemed necessary.
d. A report of "All secure, situation remains the same", will be
reported "Alpha Sierra Sierra Romen Sierra".
e. 1 position report will be asked for or reported by use of
code "BRAVO REPORT
f. FREQ: P..39.8 A-38,8
g THRUST LINE: 867.00

h. 020: "FOREST WALK", 1st numeral starting with the day of the
month and changing daily at 0001.
1, AUTHENTICATION: EEER-BRAND.
j. Platoon Sergeant with 2A34 when squads separated.

Platoon Commander with 2A.12 when squads separated.
k. A communication relay will be established at DONG DEN if necessary.

B. G. HUNTER
CAPTAIN, USMC
CommandingDISTRIBUTION

(5)G-3
(2)G-2
(1)3dMarines

FSCC,3dMarines (3)
(1)1stBnlstMar
(5)3dReconBn
(1)ReconUff
(4)CnA3dReconón

--2--
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DECLASSIFIED .-
Cc;py No/~ .of J,t"Copiol::l 
3d RE>CM.l.UaisRnnce Bn. 
DANJ.NG, RVN 
040920H Ncvembar 1965 

PA'l'RUL RFPuRt 

DESIGNATIuN UF PATROL: Soat 2-AlpbE1 

}\rAPS: Sheut 6659 III, AMS; Ser. 1-701, 1s50,000 

1. SIZE J.ND CuMPOSITlUN UF PATRUL; (1) off (16) Enl (1) USN 

2. MISSIoN: To oonduct an unde\ected day and nigbt ).and rG~onnnlssnnce 
nnd establish day UP's And night ambush sites. 

3. TIME uF DEPARTURE; 2816.30H - uotober 1965 

4. TIEE UP R;:.TURN: 0409()(){ - Novelli'er 1965 

6. UOSF..i1VATluW3: 

!..!ill 9Q~1~J2JM~~~ UBSERVAT lOti 

281C50H (ftT 8)/~70g) HelCl re$Upp1ying pe.tro1 received smU 'arLlstire 
frow t.he Southwest. . 

29l850H (J,T 8A57.'-l6) The pJ.trnJ. hef~rd drur,l b€'8,t,j ng ).')()·.6GO f;l(..t.ers \ 
SoutlM2r-:t of i,heir pn~ iti,on. '. , 

JOO830H (AT S43712) Sight.ed 2 VC bath:tnB in a. st7'(;r:\!il 

O1l500H (A'l '(47775) 

? LfI'HER Hl7l n"ii\T IUN ~ 
(1) At .2ciJ.6103 (AT S5j~708)t Una of tho helale cra~hed vh:l..lo coming into 
the LZ. un.o Nl.s1!r.tHy ~,!ns sustained with ninor inj LU'.\(}S and evncua ted 
to C &'C( 

(2) At 281850B (.f.iT 8.5/)7QP), 'l'h0 hOl.Cl br~.ng~.rlg" IllldHlrw)l. supplies to 
the patrol j.e,~e:1ved t.,,,o to t;1l'E:6 l'uNJt (.f au~()I:i!tt.i(l wac'lp:ms fire of 
three to four !,ounC:~s ca~h froLl the Sliuth"'6fjt., '.rho f,J'.9,ct 1ncat.ion fror.l 
whioh the firing ~,ame cnvld not b(;) doterm.in(',d o 

(3) At 2918500 (A'l' e457.36)o The pat'!'d h",-,c1 '1 [·('·:~:;.lS of drun beatinga 
approximntoly 500-600 m,Jtors to the IjOUt.h:T"s\ f)? tb.0i:r position. It 
appeared that tho beating was a fI:ignE'.l, as it. cl)nol;"\~od of a series 
of two bents per drwa, pO,Elsing do\m the Hne ,to Slj.f.,(\()~'sive' drums nt 
4~ DOte;,." it;l.t.G~,l·fJ" '1'h:l.s dril,m, be.a.ting~l~n~~"r.·.u(;d .fnl" appl'~A1-
SIn tely one hour. 

(4) At )00830H (AT 84)7l?). lJ'he patrol slp;hteQ. ;..! VG bathing in a 
strewn. The patr(ll leador ol:1to,l'lj.r.hod a blc.c)::l.tlf; fnrol) with part of 
the pn trol and with tho remainder flushed tha 2,([('. ::'I'(')i:\ thnj r position 
resulting in the oopture of 1 VC Sgt. 4 s0nrch Cli' t:k captiva revealed 

tf r~L!J\:'y-J·j.J·-E~URE (Ii) 
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Copy No15 of Copies
3d Recommissance Bn.

DANANG, RVN
040920H November 1965

PATRUL REPORT

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Scat 2-Alpha

MAPS: Sheut 6659 III, AMS; Ser. L-701, 1:50,000

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (1) Off (16) Enl (1) USN

2. MISSION: To conduct an undetected day and night land reeonnaissance

and establish day UP's and night ambush sites.

19653. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 281630H - October

4. TIME OF reTURN: 040900H - November 1965

5. ROUTE: Refer to Operation Order 179-65

6. OBSERVATIONS:

OBSERVATIONCOURDINATESTIME

Helo resupplying petrol received small arns fire
28185OH (AT 854708)

from the Southwest.

The patrol heard drum beating 500-.600 meters
(AT 845736)291850H

Southwest of their position.

Sighted 2 VC bathing in a stream
300830H (AT 843712)

Heard movement and dogs banking,011500H (A'1 847775)

7. OTHER INFORMATION:
At 281630H (AT 854708), Une of the helo's crashed while coming into

(1)
the LZ. Une casualty was sustained with ninor injuries and evacuated

to C & O.

(2) At 28185OH (AT 85/708), The helo bringing additional. supplies tn

the patrol received two tn three burst r.f automatic waapons fire of

three to four rounds each from the Southwest. The exact location from

which the firing came could not be dotermined.

(3) At 291850H (AT 845736). The patrel heard 2 series of drum beatings

approximately 500-600 meters to the Southwest of their position. It

appeared that the beating was a signal, as it consisted of a series

of two beats per drum, passing down the line to successive drums at

This drum beating continued for approxi-400 poter internals.

mately one hour.

(4) At 300830H (AT 843712). The patrol sighted % VC bathing in a

stream. The patrol leader established a blocking foroo with part of

the patrol and with the remainder flushed the 2 VC from their position

resulting in the capture of 1 VC Sgt. A search of the captive revealed

(19)CONFID ENCLO SURE4
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75 rounds of a.mmunition, nondy twiee as largo as 7 .. 6a; small quantities 
of assorted medical supplies purchased in n~NANG and ~~vural draw-
ings nf tho hUiIfln anatomy. The va vas w~rihg n red ~weater, khaki 
trousers and a khaki hat. At 30l700H he was evatuated to TIT. 

(5) At 011500H (A'l 847715). The patrol h~.rd Llovementf).nJ ('ingl;l 
barking. An a.rtillery fire missinn warequesied and wanted wi{u 
food coverage of the target nroo~ l)en~e Junglo ve[,0t6tinn pTcvun'uud 
tho patrol from soarching out th0 tnrgvt area to d~tormine its nrf~ct8. 

8. RFSUL'I'S uF ENCuUN'l'ERS ,1I'l'H '!'HE ENEMY: 1 vee oa.ptivo fnrwnrded~n :"TT. 

9. CUNDl'I'I0N UF PATRuL, D/CLUDING DIS.POSIT!UN DF AN'i DF.AD UR ~vUUWJi,j: 
Good. 1 oasunlty as a Tl:)sult of the halo cralhing ovaoulltQd tl") ') & q. 

10. CU1~CLtl~IUNS AND RrouWlE~TIoNSI None 

L. G. CuLLEr 
1st Lt. Co. A, 2nd Plt. 

s' ENCLOSURE (11) 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CUNFIDENTIA

75 rounds of ammunition, nearly twice as large as 7.62; small quantities
of assorted medical supplies purchased in DANANG and several draw-

ings of the human anatomy. The VC was wearing a red sweater, khaki
trousers and a khaki hat. At 301700H he was evaouated to ITT.

(5) At 011500H (A1 847775). The patrol heard movement and dogs
barking. An artillery fire mission WELS requested and granted with

(ond coverage of the target area. Dense jungle vegetation prevented
the patrol from searching out the target area to determine its affects.

8. RESULTS UF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: 1 VCC captive forwarded in JTT.

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD UR WOUNDED:
Good. 1 casualty as a result of the holo crashing evacuated tn 0 & C.

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: None

L. G. COLLET
1st Lt. Co. A, 2nd Plt.

11. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER: None

CUNFIDENTI

ENCLOSURE (19)5
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OPERATION ORDER 47-65 

Ref: (a) Map: VIETW1M, 1&50,000, Sheet 6658 IV 

1. SITUATION. 
a. ~n<Sf1J!..1:'2rc.es. Current INTSIDPS. 
b. E.!:~.212-iQ-y Force~. Ourrent. epSOM'S. 
o. il~..9lJ.!ll-2.~. None. 

2. MISSIQN. 1st Platoon conduot. reoonnaiBsance and surveillance of 
assigncd arert using patrolling and daylight OP 18. Conduct am;;: 
bushes of apportunity. 

3. EXECUTIUN. 
a. Cnn~t of opel£tion~ Platoon departs Bn OP by truck ,300900H 
Sep and drives to Hill 4l(AT 935663). At dusk, patrol moves by 
foot ~rom Hill 41 along assignod r~ute into area of operntion and 
operat.es therein until 0,3093OH Oct. At 03090~, patrol secures LZ 
a t Coord (AT 888636) and relWins there for pickup by helicopter 
0309300. 

Conrdlnqting instructions. 
(1) TOD 300900H Sap. 
(2) TOR 030930H Oct. 
(,3) Within area. elf operat.ion, patl"Ol leader sel.ects rnute and 

positions keeping SCAT CHARLIE informed of location by hour)y. 
reports. 

(4) Patr~l base wi~ change Iodation at 1east onoe every twelve 
hours~ 

(5) Pa t.rol leader aubmi t roster by )008000. 
(6) Trucks will be ao.nd btlgged befnre departing Bn OPe 
(7) EEI's 

(n) V.c use of trails in area. 
(b) Looa tion of: YO bi voUElC areas. 
(0) VC and Viotnamese actirlty in the village within grids 

8? 1 88 a.nd S9 65. 

4. ADMINISTRATIOtJ, AN» LOGISTICS. SOP. 

5. CC?MW+ND AND COMMUNICATIONS. 
a. FM FREQ& 45.7; Alternate JA..) 
b. Contact 1s through SC REIAY 
c" y01es. 

1 THRUST LINEI 8662 
(2) Pan Rptsl "BRAVO REPORT". 
C~) All secure, situation reUl-ins the sEl.me~ '~SSRS". 
(4) UBC: "COLD MA.RINE". 1st letter starting with the day of the 

month, changing daily at OOO~. 

COUFIQENTIAL 

ENCLOSURE (;lo) 
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3d REC BN

Copy 150,21OI copies
000, 3dPeconBir
DA NANG,RVN
281600H Sep 65

OPERATION ORDER 47-65

Ref: (a) Map: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheet 6658 IV

1. SITUATION.
a. Enemy Forces. Current INTSUM'S.
b. Friendly Forces. Current OPSUM'S.
C. Attachments. None.

2. MISSION. 1st Platoon conduct reconnaissance and surveillance of
assigned area using patrolling and daylight OP S. Conduct am
bushes of apportunity.

3. EXECUTION.
a. Concept of operation. Platoon departs Bn CP by truck 300 100H
Sep and drives to Hill 1(AT 935663). At dusk, patrol moves by
foot from Hill 41 along assigned route into area of operation and
operates therein until 030930H Oct. At 030900H, patrol secures L2
at Coord (AT 888636) and remains there for pickup by helicopter
030930H.

b. Coordinating instructions.
(1) TOD 300900H Sep.
(2) TOR 030930H Oct.
(3) Within area of operation, patrol leader selects route and

positions keeping SCAT CHARLIE informed of location by hourly.
reports.

(4) Patrol base will change location at least once every twelve
hours.

(5) Patrol leader submit roster by 300800H.
(6) Trucks will be and bagged before departing Bn CP.
(7) EEI's

(a) VC use of trails in area.
(b) Location of VC bivouac areas.
(c) VC and Vietnamese activity in the village within grids

87, 88 and 89 65.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS. SOP.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS.
a. FM FREQ: 45.7; Alternate 44.3
b. Contact is through SC RELAY
c. Codes.

(1) THRUST LINE: 8662
(2) Psn Rpts: "BRAVO REPORT".
(3) All secure, situation remains the same, "ASSRS".
(4) UBC: "COLD MARINE", 1st letter starting with the day of the

month, changing daily at 0001.

CONFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE (20)
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(')) lY::iEr "I-lOT FOOT". 
( 6) AiJ.rHENTICATIONI JARGON 
(7) Ohango to Alternate f'req; "ORANGE" 
(B) PEt tr"l. reports h"urly on the hal..f hour. 

DISTRIBTJ':: lOUr, 
G-3 (5) 
G-(? (2) 
3dl'i!lr (2) 
lstB.':llsUh:-:- (;;:) 
3dRecnnBlc (S) 
ReconOf:(, (1.) 
CoC ,3o.H'3en n.Dn(4) 

J. E. REVELL 
CAP"mIN ~ usm 
COJ!Ul1).nding 

CONFIDENTIAL 

ENCLOSURE <;26) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

(5) I/Fs WHOT FOOT".
(6) AUTHENTICATION: JARGON
(7) Change to Alternate freq; "ORANGE"
(8) Patrol reports hourly on the half hour.

J. E. REVELL
CAPTAIN, USMC
Commanding

DISTRIBUSION
(5)G-3
(2)G-2
(2)3dMar
(2)1stBalstMar
(5)3dReconBri
(1)ReconOff
(4)Coc,3dReconEn

CONFIDENTIAI

ENCLOSURE (20)
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CopyNn~of •. arCopios 
.;d Reconnaissance Bn. 
na NANG, RVN 
03120lli Octo ber 1965 

DESIGNATION OF PATROL, Scat 1...charl<t& 

MAPs: VietMDlJ 1:50,000, Sheet 6658 IV, Sere L-701 

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (1) Ofr (?l) Enl (1) USN (1) ARVN 
" 

2. MISSION: Conduot an nrea reoonnaissance of RAOR #6 

J. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 30090<:li - September 1965 

4. tIME OF RETURN; 0;309:;00 - October 1965 

5. lOon (SHOW ON OVERLAY): ~ef'er to Operation Order 47-65 

6. OBS.IRVA1'ION - ENEMY AND tERRAINI 

QQQRDI~ms 

No vls\18.1 or phyai.,onl oontaot made. 

7. omEn INFORMATION: 

(1) A~ 011315H (AT 8865). 1ft this vioinity po~sible etepl'1ant soreams 

vere heard, Throughout the day n~r the vUla~eof DONG NC'"!E' (AT ' 

884654) wood outters Were observed and alsn nemercul; domes-lie nnirrnls. 

No unusal ~o6uranoe was noted. At 1700 the wood cutters and nn:t!:Alo 

were noted leaving and heading,tovards the viUage of DONG - NGH.B I 

(AT 884654). 

(2) 0108158 (AT 875636), Two eows were noted moving up the finger 

at these coordinates. No individuBls were hal\dl1ng the ca.l;t.le. 

(3) .Map correot1ort: Refer ·to overlay. 

(4)7be trails ilSedby the patrol were very poor~ ~ stopped a!"er 

~ tev Jl~,d.meters. No 1?ooby traps or trail markers were detected. 

The patrol leader believes toot, the area had recently been oocupied 

. by Marine persoJ'tll due to the C·ration t-1,;1S cwd 'broken BA 279 batteries 

which II ttered 'hem-ea. 

($) Communicatwo. .thrOughout the patrols ar(la' i\ThS e,toelllOltt. 

8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS, WITH WENEM!': No eneroy contaot na.de. 

9. CONDITION: OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD on WOUNDED. Cood 

QQNFI~iNtIAL 

, ,'/f ENCLOSURE~), 

DECLASSIFIED 
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Copy No 12 of 18Copies
3d Reconnaigsance Bn.

DA NANG, RVN

031200H October 1965

PATROL REPORT

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Scat 1-Charlete

MAPS: Vietnam, 1:50,000, Sheet 6658 IV, Ser. L-701

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (1) Off. (21) Enl (1) USN (1) ARVN

2. MISSION: Conduct an area reconnaissance of RAOR #6

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 300900H - September 1965

4. TIME OF RETURN: 030930H - October 1965

5. ROUTE (SHOW ON OVERLAY): Refer to Operation Order 47-65

6. OBSERVATION - ENEMY AND TERRAIN:

OBSERVATIONGOORDINATESTIME

No visual or physical contact made.

7. OTHER INFORMATION:

(1) At 011315H (AT 8865). In this vicinity possible elephant screams

were heard. Throughout the day near the village of DONG NCHE' (AT

884654) wood cutters were observed and also nemerous domestic animals.

No unusal acausance was noted. At 1700 the wood cutters and animals

were noted leaving and heading towards the village of DONG - NGHE'

(AT 884654).

(2) 010815H (AT 875636). Two cows were noted moving up the finger

at these coordinates. No individuals were handling the cattle.

(3) Map correction: Refer to overlay.

(4) The trails used by the patrol were very poor. Mane stopped after

a few hundred meters. No booby traps or trail markers were detected.
The patrol leader believes that the area had recently been occupied

by Marine personal due to the C-ration tios and broken BA 279 batteries

which littered the area.

(5) Communication throughout the patrols area was excellent,

8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: No enemy contact made.

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD OR WOUNDED: Good

CONFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE (20)
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10, CONCLUSIONS AND l\ECOMMENDATI(,)lm: None 

ll!\ ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEDRlv.J'F .. Jh None 

.5 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
I. J. HOMAN 
lst Lt. Co C 

~JULf...JJl..U_t 'J~.M 

ENCLOSURE (??tI) . 

DECLASSIFIED

CNFMTIA

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: None

F. J. HOMAN
1st Lt. Co C

11, ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER: None

CONFIDENTIAI

ENCLOSURE
(20)
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35

+ 66

A. The trail is not shown
ou the 1:50,000 map.
IS commences at (AT 876646)
and ends at (AT 856634)

89
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OPERATION ORDER. 48-65 

Copy I!i..O:,.!l:Popios 
Co 0, ,d Recon Bn 
l)J~m~NG ~ \rJ':1' NhE 

011 ~jOH l\~ ;', 65 

REFs (a) ~p, VIET MM, 1. ,0,000, Sbee~ .6658 IV 

1. ~I~IUi. 
a:~ijf lonll. Current ISUM'S 
8. 1I1oncu.f FgIUJ. CUI'l'Gftt U'SUM'S 
c. ~. None 

2. MISSIQN. 2d Platoon eonduot rocon..nalsso.nce and 8~ellJ.anoe of ass­
igned area utllil1ac pEl trolling and ~yligbt UP'S. Conduot ambushes 
of opport1n1ty. 

3. gUTIOU. 
a. QODOtm~ at oROAta2Q.. Platonn deplrts B,JUQ })y beliCopter O)18JCJrl 
and lands vioinity coord (AT 911650). Patrol then oove" b; foot OU 
assigned route into e.rea of opel1lt1ol\8 and operates tbere:ln until 
070SOOH. At fYlC'l13QH, pt trol ~. lZ yloi.nV ~ord (AT' 888647) 
and rell!lina there tor pickup by belicopter At 0708OOH. 
b. Q99m11P~31 Wtrv2'~2DI' ( ,) 'l'OD 031' . 

(2) ~ O708OOH ' 
() Within the arGO. of ope1"fl.tion, patrol leader seloots route and 
pC)s1t~ona keeping SCAT CHARLIE intormod of lo~tion by hourJ..Y 
reports, 

(4) Patrol ba.8G muat ohange lAoation at loast onoe evory twelve hours. 
(5) ?a~rol loa4~ submit J'O.t&r by 031600H. 
(6) EEX'S~ 

{

a) V9 Use of trail in area. 
b) u,oation of YO biYbUfl.c &reIl. 
0) va and Vietnamese 40tivitT in the valley along th. northern 

edge of Oren assignod. 

4. ADliIHISILihllUN U:JD IMIl§TJCi. SOP 

5. ~'l\ND MW C~"8.IQII. 
a. FM Freqa .1 ternate 38.8 
b. Contact is thmugh SO RiIJ~I. 
c. Codes. ' 

(.,) Tbrua~ UI'cu 8663 

!2) PSlt ,aports ".VO nP7". 
3) All seouro, situation renains the sQme llASSijS-. , 
4) UOO. ''COLD W\RIB," 1st ~~tor starts with &1 ot JllDnth 11M 

OhaMO dIl11v at. OOOt .. 

ENCLOSURE (:).1) 

I 9 9._~'u-,. 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

3/ RECON BN

CONFIDENTIAL
Copy 15 Oil 22 Copies
Co c, 3d Recon Bn
DANANG. NMIT NAM
011500H Oak 65

OPERATION ORDER: 48-65

REF: (a) MAP: VIET NAM, 1:50,000, Sheet 6658 IV

1. SITUATION.
a. Enemy Forces. Current ISUM'S
B. Friendly Forces. Current OPSUM'S
c. Attachments. None

2. MISSION. 2d Platoon conduct reconnaissance and surveillance of ass-

igned area utilising patrolling and daylight OP'S. Conduct ambushes
of opportinity.

3. EXECUTION.
a. Concept of operation. Platoon departs BniCP by helicopter 031830H
and lands vicinity coord (AT 911650). Patrol then moves by foot OI)

assigned route into area of operations and operates there=in until

070800H. At 070730H, pa trol secures 12 vicinity coord (AT 888647)
and remains there for pickup by helicopter at 070800H.
b. Coordinating instructions.
(1) TOD 031830H
(2) TUR 070800H
(3) Within the area of operation, patrol leader selects route and

positions keeping SCAT CHARLIE informed of location by hourly
reports.

(4) Patrol base must change location at least once every twelve hours.
(5) Patrol leader submit roster by 031600H.
(6) EEI'S:

(a) VC use of trail in area.
(b) Location of VC bivounc area.
(c) VC and Vietnamese activity in the valley along the northern

edge of area assigned.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS. SOP

5. COM AND AND COMMUNICATIONS.
a. FM Freq: 51.0; alternate 38.8
b. Contact is through SC RELAY.
c. Codes.

(.1) Thrust Line: 8663
(2) PSM report: "BRAVO RPT".

(3) All secure, situation remains the same HASSRS".
(4) UBC: "COLD MARINE," 1st letter starts with day of month and

change daily at 0001.

ENCLOSURE (21)

C o INFIDENTIAL
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(5) F~E: ''liui' FOUr" 
(6) Ant,henticat1on$ Jargon 
(rl) Chnflge to alterntlte f'req:ueney: "(\ahl\.}~Il. 

d. Plltr.:>). reports hOllrly O!.1 th(:; hr.l.l~., 

DISTRliIlTT:;:O.:-J ~ 
G-3 
0..2 
3d MaY.'.~n~R 
1st En 19"', ~.r 
3d Relx n [:11 
Recon Oif:·.r.~ 
Co C 

J. E. REVELL 
CJ~ThIN, USOO 
Cor,':!Jl!1.l1ding 

... , 
.,.,: . 

ENCLOSURE (~f) 

DECLASSIFIED 

CONIDENTIAL

(5) EXE: "HOT FOOT"
(6) Authentication: Jargon
(7) Change to alternate frequency: "ORANGE".

d. Patrol reports hourly on the hour.

J. E. REVELL
CAPTAIN, USMC
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION
G-3
G-2
3d Marines
1st Bn 1st, Mar
3d Room Dn
Recon office
Co C

CONFIDENTII

ENCLOSURE (21)
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Copy 150s 22 Copies
Co C,
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:";l.l.. ~·.;.f", t : .. :'''!'i '; .lJ1C'~. :~': ... j ~l.~ 

r~li.~ :~j' :':( ", f)'·V'.~ 

\.i':'}.", ,,\~C' \')"~o1cr 1965 

.~AT:BgL ll~f.QR~ 

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Scat 2 n Charlie 

MAPS: Vietnam, 1:50,000, Sheet 6653 IV, Sera £-701 

1. SIZE AND C()I.1POSl':PlON OF PATRar-l: (1, Off (I'?) Enl (1) USN 
(l) ARVN 

2. rUSSION: Conduot reconnaiSfiEl.noe cH'):;8ur've11ibanoe of assign­
ed area ut1l1zing patrolling Rnd daylight O:?~ s. Conduct 
ambushes of opportunltYe 

). TIME OI? DEPARTURE: 03:.8.30H·. Octobe~ 1965 

4. TlNE OF BETUHN: 071300H - October 1965 

5. RooTE (SHO~'f ON OVERLAY): Refer to Operation Order 48-65 

6. OBSERVN1'ION - ENEHY AND TERRAlN: 

TIME -
0408)OH 

o40845H 

05l8)OH 

C,OOBDINATE.] 

(AT 883654) 

(AT 883654) 

Q,aSERYATI 011 

Four VCS were mov1r,lg Hest on a 
trail. Two wore light clothing 
with straw hats and the other two 
wore dark olothing l11th straw hats. 
No u~sual ocouranoes were notedo 

6 VCS carrying long poles were 
moving West on a trail. They wore 
light an(~ dark clothing with straw 
hats. No unusual occurances were 
noted. 

The patrol was coming down a steep 
grao ient Vlh1ch w'es heavily vegetat­
ed when the )o~nt came upon a 
stream conta~n1.\1?; .large boulders. 
Two of the pa h'o 1 members \'lent 
down stream to attempt to find e 
stream orossing. 40 meters down 
from the1r location they noted a 
man sitting on a rook \IJeaving a 
basket. After moving closer to 
the VCS the¥ observed a small cave 
approximately 15 feet wide, 10 
feet high and 20 feet deep near 
his position. Inside were two 
other VCS sitt ing and talking. 

C ONFIDEN'l'lAL 

DECLASSIFIED 
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5-3

No 80220Copies

GVN
October 19650714003

PATROL REPORT

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Scat 2 .. Charlie

MAPS: Vietnam, 1:50,000, Sheet 5558 IV, Ser. L-701

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (1) Off (17) Enl (1) USN
(1) ARVN

2. MISSION: Conduct reconnaissance and surveilbance of assign-
ed area utilizing patrolling and daylight OP? S. Conduct
ambushes of opportunity.

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 031.830H .. October 1965

4. TIME OF RETURN: 071300H - October 1965

5. ROUTE (SHOW ON OVERLAY) : Refer to Operation Order 48-55

6. OBSERVATION - ENEMY AND TERRAIN:

OBSERVATIONCOORDINATESTIME

(AT 883654)040830H Four VCS were moving West on a
trail. Two wore light clothing
with straw hats and the other two
wore dark clothing with straw hats.
No unjusual occurances were noted.

6 VCS carrying long poles, were(AT 883654)040845H
moving West on a trail. They wore
light anú dark clothing with straw
hats. No unusual occurances were
noted.

The patrol was coming down a steep(AT 879647)051830H
gradient which was heavily vegetat-
ed when the point came upon a
stream containing large boulders.
Two of the patrol members went
down stream to attempt to find a
stream crossing. 40 meters down
from their location they noted a
man sitting on a rock weaving a
basket. After moving closer to
the VCS they observed a small cave
approximately 15 feet wide, 10
feet high and 20 feet deep near
his position. Inside were two
other VCS sitting and talking.

CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED
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• 
The patrol leaoer then attempted 
to mane~ver one squad around the 
backs1dG of the cave. The VCS 
w110 \lrere s itt iog on the rock 
observed the souad and fled" One 
fJf :,;''''.(; VCS tn the cave then C'am~ 
')uti"Hh ',jfl baslwt ,T'ld was ep'-
1)1,''::Y\'.~:'(' '-\', )"!~. :~'::;':'~~:o fllhe other 
,",\.' ; l. ~.;:; }'.c \ f') h ,~C' r vu .. j the ap­
l~n;~~-:;jcl ,'~r.:.c'; flt:,:, U:;':1ngh a rear 
~()1·;1.·,1:·.(,t'·. ~t.l '( t"" (',~'1V'~ 0 l;iernbers of 
the pat:'ol, tlK'~: ;,,~:::,!'ched the cave 
an~l found tr.c: !:~) :.:,r:;'l :'.ng i terns: 
One cm"'''~'i.c3.ge o,-:.:~ :ll:l.tl1 tt'10 
',!0'Catoe 1Jl9;;'ilcr g~"enadt:s. One 
t~.18~.1. ~·1(1~ .. I.c:L0' \'::lleh ('!ontained some 
2 c ..... ; lJf.' iJ1C'( i ':; a~, .I~' '.1 : "1 a ~Jott le • 
'>:-J: }:r.d),~.d~.}.()j:> ,J::' ·(05? C:FLmmition. 
(~ lm:'..v€;s~, !o:'et=l'.:l ,~,' (\ L;~1:::, a poncho 
[.(ud pB:;Je::? OQCUi'll?nts :n a plastic 
b'1~. ()c,)\{jns utensi.';.~3 QnG 2 
,:,'p~lt~r five p;:>nnd b~w~~ of rice 
\{c;r';;; also fo,)c;;' 9 1].'";1(; 'leS did not 
8t'Cd'.1'1t to y"c Y io~ 7;. Tee AlNN in ter-
,7'«-'8tc'r' \: hI) l[l'te~("('J:~ateu the 
p~if,(.t;c;,t' stat2l: Lhx::-; !~L2 VGS who 
r.&(l :' J G:1 tl:rO~,c:::i t ;::e :t.c'~r entrance 
Gllso f:i,e(l n j th"~\,;O U(:8l):)~1B. The 
patrnl lcc:,c:er had tl1e i'iCP. thrown 
in the stream and destroyed miscel­
laneous equipment left in the cave. 
'rhe prj.soner" equ ipment, ana . 
().;:>cumt nts we't:'e helo evacuated at 
0600) 511 ~c JrT!T. 

o60930H In a b'li'nld ont area two large 
i'nnr'iles of wod; w'ere founa. They 
hall rece:1tly ')een cut ana tied. 

070900H (AT 888654) 2 grou0 . .> t::~-jf"()plc ~ one gr:)up con­
Si3tL1f~ (.f r.;u FJ':l'l one of men and 
wome~ pr~', :8 1',0. west in the vicinity 

8. 

of the T.~(; nll-::cy wore civilian 
clotbing with rtraw hats. Their 
aotiy1ty coulu not be determined 
due to ~he dCPse vegetation. 

OTHER INFORMATION: Communications was fair on the high 
ground, but poor in the draW's and ravines. 

RESULJrS OF ENCOl,UrmRS WP.:.'H THE EI1EHY: 
dAT 8'79647). 

.5 
DECLASSIFIED 

(1) VCS captured at 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDEN WIAL

The patrol leader then attempted
to manerver one squad around the
backside of the cave. The VCS
who were sitting on the rock
observed the squad and fled, One
of the VCS in the cave then came
out with his basket and was ap-
prenned natural. The other
was west have observed the ap-
prension end fled through a rear
entrance in the save. Members of
the patro then searched the cave
and found the following items:
One carociage bent with two
poratoe masher grenades. One
small boucho which contained some
sort of medication in a bottle.
One bandalier 5." 7.5? ammunition.
2 knives. Wresh cloths, a poncho
and paper documents in a plastic
bag. Cooking utensils and 2
twenty five pound bame of rice
were also found. The vos did not
attempt to resist. The ARVN inter-
pacter who interrogated the
prischer stated that the vos who
had fled through the rear entrance
also fied with two weapons. The
patrol leader had the rice thrown
in the stream and destroyed miscel-
laneous equipment left in the cave.
The prisoner, equipment, and
documents were helo evacuated at
050815H DC UTT.

(AT 882652)060930H In a burned out area two large
bundles of would were found. They
had recently been cut and tied.

(AT 888654) 2 groups people. one group con-070900H
sisting of men and one of men and
women proceeded west in the vicinity
of the J.7. They wore civilian
clothing with straw hats. Their
activity could not be determined
que to the dense vegetation.

7. OTHER INFORMATION: Communications was fair on the high
ground, but poor in the draws and ravines,

8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE EMEMY: (1) capturedVCS at
(AT 879647).

ENCLOSURE (21)
CONFIDENTIAL
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9. CONlJP.rION OF PATROL, INCLUDING ~lSPOSITION OF ANY DEAD 

OR WOUNDED: Good. 

10. CONCLUSIONS AND REC(}tvIH~imATICNS; 
R€cOmm€nQ8tj.on~ TlJ,:,. \.18 st:remus in grld. squares (A'l' 8764) 
and (AT 0 ';'6 .... )1 1)p t..·C-'·I":·'l\(:~ {'or pos",~1-··"'" Hr. r~.:,·~4:1.V·.·I·).Jy" " I'''".' r. "" I-'\' _ ... ~ •.• '-. oL .... _.J.. .. '........ W ',j '- - ~ ~ v 

Do H. VIC.~C<; 
1 s t Lt" C 0 t C. 

11. ADDITIONAL COl'l;L!~:fllS BY L:tI2ETE·n:;·~1! 
Ind ications are' ttat the ·v~C lo:)atuJ At (.lkP 37)}91-7) were 
local force guerrlJ.a13 opc;;"",t hlg tr. the r:enu"81 area. 

ENCLOSURE (7/) 

DECLASSIFIED 
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CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING LISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD9.
OR WOUNDED: Good.

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMEMDATIONS:
Recommendation: This the streams in grid squares (AT 8764)
and (AT 8763) be searched for possible VC activity.

Do M. DICKE
1st Lt. Co. C.

11. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER:
Indications are that the VC located at (AT 379647) were
local force guerrilas operating in the general area.

ENCLOSURE (2/)
6
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COPy~Of~)copies 
CoC,.3dReconBn 
DA. NlI.NG ,RVN 
0620000 Oct 65 

OPERATION ORDER 49-65 

Ref, ta) MAP: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheet 6658 IV 

1. 

2. MISSION, 1st Platoon conduct reconnaissance and surveillance of 8SS~zr,. 
ed area Using patrolling and dayl1gh t OJ? t s. Oonduc t reconnaiseance 
of suspecljed VO training cnmp Vic Coord (AT 8.30620). Conduct am-
bushes of opportuni~. 

3. EXECUTION. 
a. Concept of operation. Pla toon departs Bn CP by helicopter 08 
0830H and lAnds vic Hill 257 (A',f 901631), then moves by foot to 
occupy OP's on Hill L.l9 (AT 86'7626) by first bight on 9 Uct. After 
prep fires and he1o-1ift of OoD, 1st Bn, 1st Marines into vic Qr1d 
(AT 8665), patrol moves within a~ea of operotion to conduct recon­
naissance, surveillance and ambushes, including a reconnaissance of 
suspected VC training camp vic Coord (AT 830620). By l20800H, patrol 
secures LZ vic Hill 246 (AT 862601) and rennins there for pickup by 
he1ncopter at 1208.3OH. 

b. cpord1nnti~ instructions. 
(1) TOD: Q 83DH 
(2) TOR: 1208.30H(Designated ~Hnur) 
(3) Within aren of operation, patrol Leader selects route and. 

posi tiona, keeping SCAT CHARLIE informed of looa tion by 
hourly reports. 

(4) patrol base must change location at least once every twelve 
hours. 

( 5) Patrol Leader submit roster by 080700H 
(6) EEl's: 

(a) VC use of trails in area. 
(b) Oonfirmation of Training camp at (AT 830620) 
(0) Vc attempts to with-draw from or reinforce, the area of 

nf CoD, 1/1 operations. 
(d) VO and Vietnnmese activity in the area. 

4. ADMINISTRATION AND lOOISTIOS. SOP 

5. CQMMAND AND QQMMUNICATIUNS. 
a..FM FREQ: 51.0; Al terna te .38.6 

b. Contact is through SC RElAY. 

OQNFIDENTIAL 

I ENCLOSURE~ 
DECLASSIFIED 
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3d REC BN/

CONFIDENTIAL
Copy 16or22 copies
Coc, 3dReconBn
DA NANG,RVN
062000H Oct 65

OPERATION ORDER 49-65

Ref: (a) MAP: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheet 6658 IV

1. SITUATION.
a. Enemy Forces. Current INTSUM'S.
b. Friendly Forces. Current OPSUM'S.

C. Attachments/Detachments. None.

2. MISSION. 1st Platoon conduct reconnaissance and surveillance of assign-
od area using patrolling and daylight QP's. Conduct reconnaissance
of suspected VC training camp Vic Coord (AT 830620). Conduct am-
bushes of opportunity.

3. EXECUTION.
a. Concept of operation. Platoon departs Bn CP by helicopter 08

0830H and lands vic Hill 257 (AT 901631), then moves by foot to

occupy OP's on Hill 419 (AT 867626) by first light on 9 Uct. After

prep fires and helo-lift of CoD, 1st Bn, 1st Marines into vic grid

(AT 8665), patrol moves within area of operation to conduct recon-

naissance, surveillance and ambushes, including a reconnaissare of

suspected VC training camp vic Coord (AT 830620). By 120800H, patrol
secures LZ vic Hill 246 (AT 862601) and remains there for pickup by

helocopter at 120830H.

b. Coordinating instructions,
(1) TOD: 980830H
(2) TOR: 120830H(Designated L-Hour)
(3) Within area of operation, patrol Leader selects route and

positions, keeping SCAT CHARLIE informed of location by

hourly reports.
(4) Patrol base must change location at least once every twelve

hours.
(5) Patrol Leader submit roster by 080700H

(6) EEI's:
(a) VC use of trails in area.

(b) Confirmation of Training camp at (AT 830620)
(c) VC attempts to with-draw from or reinforce, the area of

of CoD, 1/1 operations.
(d) VC and Vietnamese activity in the area.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS. SOP

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS,
a.FM FREQ: 51.0; Alternate 38.8

b. Contact is through SC RELAY.

;ONFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE (22)
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• 
o. ~o~es. 

1 THRUST LINE: 858:) 
(2) Psn Rpt~ "BRAVO REPORT" 
(3) All secure, situation remins the same, 'lASSRS" 
U~) UBC: "COLD MhRINE", 1st letter is day of mC'lnth, changing 

daily at 0001. 
t ~.~ Ff'.eF.: "HOT FOuT" 
(6) tD'.rHE~TrCATlON: JARGON 
(7) C.llflngg tr') Al term te freq: tIOR'l.NGE ". 

d. PatrC'l). reports h0urly on the h()ur • 

DISTRIBUTION~ 
G-3 (5' 
G-2 (2) 
3dl-brines (4) 
1stBn1s tlVtJ,r (2) 
3dRecnnJjn (5) 
ReoonOfr (1) 
CoC (3) 

• T. E. REVELL 
CAPTAIN, USMJ 
C("I!nrnanding 

DECLASSIFIED 

ENCLOSURE (2.1.) 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENT 3,

C. Codes.
(1) THRUST LINE: 8560
(2) Psn Rpt: "BRAVO REPORT"
(3) All secure, situation remains the same, PASSRS"
(4) UBC: "COLD MARINE", 1st letter is day of month, changing

daily at 0001.
(5) F&F: "HOT FOUT"
(6) AUTHENTICATION: JARGON
(7) Change to Alternate freq, "ORANGE".

d. Patrol reports hourly on the hour.

J. E. REVELL
CAPTAIN, USMC
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION;
(5)G-3
(2)G-2

3d arines (4)
1stBnlst*ur(2)

(5)3dReconsn
(1)ReconOff
(3)CoC

CONFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE (22)
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+Copy 16.0 copies
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MAP, 1:50,000
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f/l M 'Rlf9.BI 

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Scat. 1 - Charl1& 

('{'I1) 7 )\;:) /bvt? Cr,", Les 
',r·t \ "". :;~~., Q:"~";-';;"""'- BrL 
..... "\' ""',"' .. ~.~~ .... ~.'l..I..,~,.7 ....... 

,Ii rJ:.~;}" 7CN 
'i~lQv')~i' Octob&r 1965 

MAPS: Vietnam, 1& so, 000, Shee~ No. 6658 IV, Se~. L-701 

J.. SIz.R AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (2) r:Jt£ (19) Enl (2) USN (1) ARVN 

2. }!n:.:V~10Nt Conduct a reoonnaissanoe and surv.eUlance of assigned area 

u'3~.ng patrening and daylight opts. 

3. TINE OF DEPARTURE: 0808)OH .. October 1965 

4. TIME OF RETURN: 1208)OH ... Ootober 196$ 

5. ROUTE (SHOW ON OVERLAyh Refer ~ OperaUon ord~r 49 ... 65 

6. OBSERVATION - ENEMY AND TERRAIN: 

0815000 (AT 88362'7) The firlt VC contact was nnde approximately 100 
meters West of these obordinatea. Two ,ro were f.:lrot 

observed. atop hill Jl'ASB 42)~~ving West on,~ trail 

towards th& pa trolt s observation post. Both of 

the VC Vere carrying autonntic Meapons, poss1bl.y 

K-50 1 II, wearing khaki shir~s I~~ort .tr,oMlJer p , ,and 

oae wore a he~et. The patrol waited until the VC 

vera appX'~'WJ;.v'J .. OO meters from their position and 

then oommenoed firing. One VC ~s hit immediately, 

went" dovm,:' ;got~ ~t£dJ,c up a.nd was hit again. The 

other VO on the initial burst of 'fire, turned, and 

fled· behind a:';r'.ookb.nd:'tiowri,,'El,I"gUlley on the South 

side of the hiU. The ple. toon ws deployed in 
seaiooh of ,'the :eSbap'ed {\to.; 'One ~&b.pori.; 0. lChic/.ml 

K .. 50 subnnchine gun was apprehended, plus some 

dotH.unehts ;r~onr '\lie; dea:d'VC. tAlJ the'13ear¢h for ·,the 

.' ·eQQapedVC 'was'..in progreos, (45 minutes), the patroi1.e 

oq~er~tio~ ~o~tatop Pill 423 informed the patrol 

leader by' ra(f!e>" that \wo more va 'Were approaohing 

on the trail from the direction of hill 419. The 

pla tooh\.ias'qUick1,Y reorganized on top of the hill, 

and deplQyed .inan ambush along ,thetrail~ The 

, OP iooEitedaiV,(Ml'S8j628) ttaw':;~e't~o va disappeat 

in the dense brush. One squad from'the patrol 

was d~p16yed to the .' top i of hill> 42) toengnge the 

two va. '. As . they reaohedthe military ores t of the 

hill,twogrenacles 'Were hurled' toWards 'the squad. 

The ,squad l~p.er fJre~ .. h1:s", M,-7~ ~p,th.e'Ren.eral Vioini t3' 
of. the va ,p~t '~ss.~d;'th~ . to,~ 'butsti:hg' behitl11 ,the 
va. . The yo+ {J unfied . uP ,':1OOkad' 't~ Db,,'z..ear~he~ the 

, , .• ' • . J." 

o QNF; .. IP !Jij N T.,l /I. L 
. 4, '.:' , " 
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CONFIDEII

Copy No 16.18 Cocietes
complesance Bn.

RUNKING
:21000H October 1965

PATROL REPORT

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Soat 1 - Charlie

MAPS: Vietnam, 1:50,000, Sheet No. 6658 IV, Ser. L-701

J. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (2) Off (19) Enl (2) USN (1) ARVN

2. MISSION: Conduct a reconnaissance and surveillance of assigned area

using patrelling and daylight OP's.

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 080830H - October 1965

4. TIME OF RETURN: 120830H - October 1965

5. ROUTE (SHOW ON OVERLAY): Refer to Operation Order 49-65

6. OBSERVATION - ENEMY AND TERRAIN:

OBSERVATIONCOORDINATESTIME

The first VC contact was made approximately 100
08150OH (AT 883627)

meters West of these coordinates. Two VC were first

observed atop hill mass 423 moving West on a trail

towards the patrol's observation post. Both of

the VC were carrying automatic weapons, possibly

K-50's, wearing khaki shirts, short trousers, and

one wore a helmet. The patrol waited until the VC

were approximately 100 meters from their position and

then commenced firing. One VC was hit immediately,
went down, got back up and was hit again. The

other VC on the initial burst of fire, turned, and

fled behind a rock and down a gulley on the South

side of the hill. The platoon was deployed in

search of the escaped VC. One weapon, a Chicom

K-50 submachine gun was apprehended, plus some

documents from the dead VC. As the search for the

escaped VC was in progress, (45 minutes), the patrol's

observation post atop hill 423 informed the patrol

leader by radio that two more VC were approaching
on the trail from the direction of hill 419. The

platoon was quickly reorganized on top of the hill,

and deployed in an ambush along the trail. The

OP located at (AT 883628) saw the two VC disappear
in the dense brush. One squad from the patrol

was deployed to the top of hill 423 to engage the

two VC. As they reached the military crest of the

hill, two grenades were hurled towards the squad.

The squad leader fired his M-79 in the general vicinity

of the VC, but missed, the round bursting behind the

VC. The yo, jumped up, looked towards his rear where the

CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED
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M,''?'? b.'d cxplod~d, (',Yl1 lo;9.'J :1.ltLer(i.;';., -'.,'!' ~'II: i: tcd !~·Ulf)d. 
A ~t'Q:~~~ll~ waR itlt.h\Y' .. tffl..':I/~'~·i.;;r,;i:~' ,'_t~H' \Lrli ll";r\\~",.o lSi! '1).,:.h:'ii.:1. 
42:~ for' n du:.?a'l,;j.C':.l ej:' epp:c'0.i::: n,'·).! ~,'l.) .~",: .i1l-lnuJjes c 11.1.1 
th"tt ~ .. as found \oras tho a.l:~)1 ·:·,~\:·;.'~,i·,~',.0 V'J had worn secured 
to Ilia back. Dul'1ng tl1i.<l oh.clJ:'·(j fJki)~lnish one fl'iendly 
ca;/l~c(lty was Bur-:tained i)'om !t panji A1;nke. He mts 
woU')ded in the kn~e. The two VO wor.G ~~haki sh11' !jS and 
trowlOrs. no headgear, and both were ca:nY:LDg Oal;"bines 
of Chinese ~D1..1fl.loture. 130th had. bur;hos ;:!3i.CU':-fld to their 
'\;J9 -:kr, One Carbine of Chinese m~.)'tl~f:\cture, a hand,)leer 
d' ·r.';2 .q)I, Cb:lnese IJ'1.l.nl.ltactul'e, tltd dooumet:1tt-1 W'lO 

fn:;;:"u:WIY}ocl f'~Q.!"i the deaa va. A rred evr.<:'u-d Ion -;'-.:.,J 

~rlli..r.l~:;;: ':'J n.r'~. g:cllnted, llud the wounded H~',~.1jJ':3J 1.:'-'1 two 
Jonl VC .• f:d thdr weapon; and eql.~1pmen\: ' .. rel'') eVt'c';:l'lted 
.;~,.l {J f.~ nC' G f(':~ future d1rlposi tdlon. At f,ri(l ';f)orc\:i n~ tea 
(Art: tl'~~jC;~~) a ~'ight ambush was estabJ.iohed ui)'r.n 8'1)"'1y 
J~').i:'l1J'.w :{I'~:.l nG!}9.'~·,ive contaot. On tho ~1~,C, (,.~ Oo1p\)'~r 
:; :.'. {+ ~"r (.; '3{', +<':'J l:ifihed in the vicini t~T c.::: h::.l1 I;,<) 
( r., ,",",-,' )OJ' , t h 1 1 ,. 
,.:':.' ''':' ::''-;' J ,.(1 r".')F()r a seare all(~ c m-"l' r..J1?'))'I9:(,~: t)h 
C(,I'::P i;?tl ''',IT :11·"l··l, At 09l300H e. hlO 11~~,n rc (:p,,7as $,ight&d 
,.. Cr" I'" 'J'" nC' (''I' r:l67 L ,."..,) At tl" .1 "" "d u "",' ... ' .1 • .'," I. .i1. ,_ QI;,,(. .1J.E' l)O.l n'n fl zu~ El 

!:d \~t\'I~)"'; "it' . i)iJ bl;5.pg. a/:'O~@J.W..n toth€l\ ~~~'~lEt, ,:~~:):~, 
P·d.!.'i \r.i~.'~'l·~ ..::~ SW:.l.]:!J,Y, sust,a~ned a knee W(llEld Ly it p[w.ji 
E·~;·.l~.S. ii. t, Gg:L:'/~5H (AT 86'1627) tTtC) mere va mm:ad up to 
the vr~"·:l or ;;-:.J.1 419 and ioJ'ej'H f'rap:t.J:::'31).y h(':"L1C~ "~\'.'od 
tOy,' n'liJ t:18 rocks occupied by 'loll(' (~tl)8l~ i·~',) 'v~, It ",:as 
001'01 nJed by' tb.e pa t:'ol lead!;;:!:, -I,!;a t. the " ,;"i,'0': .<L lo("a:Gion 
he,c. oean cn.trijy·()milled by the VC ~)P, .11 ,\:, O~rl.~_J <:::.T " '1:-) 0 

eV.:l<.'1:lIAJi0n i'o:r the two USNC oBcnlPlt::: :::.~ "ft\f'I'GQ'L& to1 ani 
gl'lJ.))':Jed. /l.ftor the oOlllpeti.on of t,ho fied t.~v<'.~;ll.'l,il':'i, a 
firo n:issionwas requested and. gxunt,8d l.'l\bhe:' 'iFJ OP 
le$ i,J 0(') fL ~j 0916.35H (AT 8676?-7). ~h E' 8f.~ ~(','L~ of'. the 
art.illerydLspersed theVO but, a oa$\h"l.lt:ru.s$e;1:;·ffiEmt 
could mt bA determined. The1~e we:..'e p0;J.s'.bl,Y two va 
KIA. THO VI) were notedsprintibga;,~'y tr.',7'lrC: M~~l 40 5 
wearing (':l~J{ olothing with buehes ~1('.oi.t..'dil l,ot-hoir hacks. 
The p~l.'~I'cl tben displaoedto (AT 87C('20) 1.1nd.er ·uuver of 
darknes(;;. 

Significant Remarkss 

Six VC wearihg khaki and dark clotning with buehes secured 
to their b-'lck.s had Carbines a.nd r~.~J.(,·, > anLl were 
manning an UP. ArtiJ.lery Wil.3 :rect).E:3 :·~sl, (;'UQ granted, 
but due tni~ho errs tic fit'o, +.t.e lO1 ~ ve I-rf,~e noted 
fleeing ~res'liward alpng!:l t,:r.s'1L A seC'~r,d miss:!:m 
aleo rest'') tooi-.o. U!Leg:.~t:\.iie.~n~~'bs. .,., 

The military orest of hill 42.3 is infested wUh panji stakes approximately '27 
inches long,and placed at a 45° angle to the grout,tl;, Some are oonoealed by 
m. tural vegetation, and others are clearly ·visible. (Refer to Sketch) 

QOH F lD1iIU. 1A li 

DECLASSIFIED 
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M-79 had exploded, and was intertiate iv such and Hilled.A search was than iniMahrosor 00 on KID
423 for a duration of approximately .20 minutes. All
that was found was the bash that the VC had worn secured
to Dis back. During this short skirmish one friendly
casualty was sustained from a panji stake. He was
wounded in the knoe. The two VC word khaki shirts and
trousers, no headgear, and both were carrying Carbines
of Chinese manufacture. Both had bushes decured to their
backs, One Carbine of Chinese manufacture, a bandoleer
c.f 1.52 API, Chinese manufacture, and documents vere
supprehended from the dead VC. A red evecution was
requested and granted, and the wounded Name, the two
deal VC. end their weapons and equipment were evacuated
to 0 and C 10: future disposition. At grid coordinates
(AT 805626) a night ambush was established until early
morning with negative contact. On the 9th of Octobersu OF was established in the vicinity of hall 423
(20 880629) to support a search and clear operation
contacted by Date At 091300H a two man VC OP was sighted
about ball 49. (AT 867627). At this point. a guide
attemptene so bring accompanie to the and at 8. heat
exhancisco casualty, sustained a knee wound Ly a panji
state. At 09:15/5H (AT 867627) two more VC moved up to
the creat of bill 419 and were frantically being waved
towards the rocks occupied by the other two VC, It was
concluded by the patrol leader, that the location
had been compromised by the VC OP, At 09161 nojo
evacuation for the two USMC casualties was requested and
granted. After the competion of the med evanination, a
fire mission was requested and granted on the VO OP
location E. 091635H (AT 867627). The effects of the
artillery dispersed the VC but, E casualty assessment
could not be determined. There were possibly two VC
KIA. Two VC were noted sprinting away toward hill 405
wearing dark clothing with bushes secured to their backs.
The patrel then displaced to (AT 870620) under dover of
darkness.

100900H (AT865627) Six VC wearing khaki and dark clothing with bughes secured
to their backs had Carbines and rifles, and were
manning an OP. Artillery was requested, and granted,
but due to the erratic fire, the six VC were noted
fleeing Westward along a trail. A second mission
also resulted to negative effects.

Significant Remarks:

The military crest of hill 423 is infested with panji stakes approximately 27
inches long, and placed at a 45° angle to the ground, Some are concealed by
natural vegetation, and others are clearly visible. (Refer to Sketch)

CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

Map Oon-eotlonr 

. M WllllN'ktd. tre.U 40 :In<'~les vieIro, n!:;d j.!.' gc 0(1 oCJr,o,i "t.:l.(m wa,. 19l,~a:+'¢d ,In¢ used 
, by' the patrol.. (Refer to o-verlaJ» No line':by t.:r:n:)s ur traU ool'kers wert ' . 
. ' .looat.-i. 

At OSlO3CB (AT w:n6~). A emell ba.mboo br1dge, 1 toot vid&; ena3 leet 1Mc 
ettetchod across 0. sm"All stream. lit thl.same location e.wa;);'t',t-; f'lUllle 
oonstructed. b, bambo~), was fotmd and 1l8ed by thepat1"01. The ~'wa'ter:wa'~lear, 
tree flowing, and d,rif)kable. 

,.; ... 

, '!'he trail network, whiob the patrol utili.ed, (Rater to Oterl.j' ~~s littdhd:~ 
with approxiJlawly 12pt.re.w bats, neatl1 ooncealed 'oft the trfl.l1. Tb~se ~ta;~:' 
were old, weather beaten, and had possibly been theR tot' a pericid. <-:/ t*~ .. " " " . \ 

8. R&SULTS OF ENOOUNTERS WITH THE 'ENH. 2 va Killed &1\<1'1 poaa1hl.v :w0Ul24e'4' 
and 2 pos8ibly killed b1 art:lJlery. 

9. OONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF' ANI DFAD OR WOUNDED, h.1.r •. ·~.· 
2 USK:: W1A t I renlt1ns from patl,j 1 $~e .WO\&n4I, both verehalo ~W4 . 
to 0 and C. 'lbell' condition (lon31dQr.4 lOOel. 

10. CONCLUSIONS AND BECOMMENDA1IONS: '. ,"!. 
"It 1e the belief -of tbiepatrcOl leader that thl .. tt-t.il 1& &,1I&1n. roUt~~ 
tt'Om thetraln1Al oen. terarea. to the vall..,. ~,:-" east or thi8. blll"',, 
D0llJ>lez. 1 th1M eontltwe4. patroU112a"'<mJ.tb1a tftU.. 8ld .• \I,bupbe6f ' . 
~oul.cl ~tn1t. ." ." . ' .' " 

\. 

9' 0 1J 1 IDE N 11 A II' 

DECLASSIFIED 

,J.r'I 
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CORPAD

Map Corrections

An unmarked trail 40 inches wide and in good condition was located and used

by the patrol. (Refer to Overlay) No bacby traps or trail markers were
located.

At 081030H (AT 897629). A small bamboo bridge, 1 foot wide, and 3 feet long
stretched across a small stream. At this same location a water flume
constructed of bamboo, was found and used by the patrol. The water was clear,
free flowing, and drinkable.

The trail net work, which the patrol utilized, (Refer to Overlay) was littered
with approximately 12 straw hats, neatly concealed off the trail. These hats
were old, weather beaten, and had possibly been there for a period of time.

8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: 2 VC Killed and 1 possibly wounded
and 2 possibly killed by artillery.

CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD OR WOUNDED: Fair.9.
2 USMC WIA's resulting from panji stake wounds, both were helo evacuated
to C and C. Their condition considered good.

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:
It is the belief of this patrol leader that this trail is a main route
from the training center area to the valley to the east of this hill
complex. I think continued patrolling along this trail, and ambushes
would bear fruit.

F. J.
let IA, Co.

BY THE DEBRIEFER
that the VC are using this trail

cashestheirpersonnel fromriceand
to the SONO VO OLA main as a supply route. The 405, A9, and 423 ridge
line complexes are frequently being used as observation posts as an

early warning device against possible USMC and ARVN large soale move-

ments into these hill masses. The knowledge of USMC Recon elements
having occupied and utilized the area and trails and having been detected

by the VC, extreme caution should be utilized in future operations and
missions in this same area,

CONFIDENTIAL
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• Q....Q..NFIDEijTIIl...l! 

OPERATION ORDER 50.65 

• COPY~Of~OPieS 
CoC,3dReoonBn 
DA NANG,RVN 
101000H oct 65 

Refs (a) MAP: VIETNAM, 1: 50,000, Sheet 6658 III 

1. SlIUAtlU~t 
a. Enem~_F@rces. Ourrent INTSUM'S. 
b. Fri:ndl~ For~:. Current OPSUM'S. 
o. ~14chm;ntsZdetaohme.n~. None. 

2. ~§P~Q~. 2d Platoon oonduct reconnaissanoe and surveillance of 
assigned area using patrol1i~g and daylight opts. Conduot am­
bushes of opportunity • 

.3. EXECUTlQl'i. 
a. C5!n~.~pt of opSilratien, Platoon departs iln OP by helioopter~'J 
0900H and lunds vicinity Coord (AT 915647). Patrol then .moves 
by foot on assigned rQute into area of operation and operates thero­
in until1Ql.4,OH. At 3&1.400H patrol secures LZ vicinity Ooord (AT 
87.3603) and remains there for pickup by helicopter at~~4.30. 

b. in~tructiolS. 
OOH 

2 TORs 43ClH(DESlGNA TED L-HOUR) 
(.3) Within area of operation, patrol leader se1eots route m-:.d 

posi tiona, keeping SOAT CHAHLIE informed of 100a tion and intont.ions 
by hourly reports, 

(4) Patrol base must change location at least once every twelve 
hours.~ 

(5) Patrol leader submit roster by~080OH. 
(6) EEl'sl 

(a) VO use of trail in area. 
(b) Location of VO bivouac areas. 
(0) VO and Vietnamese activity observed. 

, 
5. OOMMAND AND C()mJNICATlUN~. 

a, FM Freq& 51.0; 1.1 termte J8.8 
b. Oontact is through SO REIJlY. ~, 

c. ~~~e~RUST LINE: 8862 """ 

(2) Pan Rpts "BRAVO REPORT". 
(,3) All secure, situe.ttion relIDins the sarne ''A8SRS''. 
(4) USO: "CULD HhRINE", 1st letter is day (:If month, cha.nges daily 

at 0001. 
(5) E&Es "HuT FOOT" 

page 1 oi' 2 pages 

Q...Q NFl D E lY I I A L 
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3d REC: BN

CONFIDENTIAL
Copy/bos22copies
Coc, 3dReconBn
DA NANG, RVN
101000H Oct 65

OPERATION ORDER 50-65

Ref: (a) MAP: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheet 6658 III

1. SITUATION.
a. Enemy Forces. Current INTSUM'S.
b. Friendly Forces. Current OPSUM'S.
C. Attachments/detachments. None.

2. MISSION. 2d Platoon conduct reconnaissance and surveillance of

assigned area using patrolling and daylight OP's. Conduct am-
bushes of opportunity.

3. EXECUTION.
a. Concept of operation. Platoon departs Bn CP by helicopter 27
0900H and lands vicinity Coord (AT 915647). Patrol then moves

by foot on assigned route into area of operation and operates there-
until 3161430H. At 301400H patrol secures LZ vicinity Coord (ATin

873603) and remains there for pickup by helicopter at31430.

b. Coordinating instructions.
(1) TOD: 270800H
(2) TOR: 3181430HID L-HOUR)
(3) Within area of operation, patrol leader selects route and

positions, keeping SCAT CHARLIE informed of location and intentions

by hourly reports.
(4) Patrol base must change location at least once every twelve

hours.
(5) Patrol leader submit roster by270800H.
(6) EEI's:

(a) VC use of trail in area.
(b) Location of VC bivounc areas.
(c) VC and Vietnamese activity observed.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS. SOP

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS.
a. FM Freq: 51.0; Alternate 38.8
b. Contact is through SC RELAY.
c. Codes.

(i) THRUST LINE: 8862
(2) Psn Rpt: "BRAVO REPORT".
(3) All secure, situation remains the same "ASSRS".

(4) UBC: "COLD MARINE", 1st letter is day of month, changes daily
at 0001.

(5) E&E: "HUT FOOT"

Page 1 of 2 pages

CUNFIDENTIAL
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• CON F ~LD E NT. I A L 

(6) AUTHENTlCATlUN: JARGON 
(7) Change to 0.1 term to frequency: "ORANGE". 

d. Patrol raper ts hourly on the hour. 

DISTRlrlUTION: 
G-3 (5) 
0-2 (2) 
Jd~nrines (4) 
lstBn1st~r (2) 
3dReconBn (5) 
ReconOff (1) 
CoC3dReconBn (3) 

J. E. REVELL 
CAPTA IN, USK; 
COllWlnding 

90NF1DENTIAJ4 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

(6) AUTHENTICATION: JARGON
(7) Change to alternate frequency: "ORANGE".

d. Patrol repor ts hourly on the hour.

J.E. REVELL
CAPTAIN, USMC
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION:
(5)G-3
(2)G-2
(4)3dMarines
(2)1stBnlstMar
(5)3dReconBn
(1)ReconOff

CoC3dReconBn (3)

Pafe 2 of 2 pages
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P'ATROL.R]FQRI 

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Scat 2-Charlie 

Copy Nfl .!!IjC) Oopies 
3d Reconnaissance En. 
DANfl.NG, RVN 
rbt.l300ltNmtambor 1965 

~:, 1 

Mll.PS: Sheet 6659 III, AMS Series 1-701, 1.50,000 

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (1) Off (23) Enl (1) USN ~J) lL:)YN 

2. MISSION: To oonduot an area reconnaissance and surveilla.nc~!, c0;·n.blish­
ing day OP's and night nmbush sites. 

3. TIME OF' DEPARTURE: 270900H ... October 1965 

4. TIME OF REI'URN: 041l00H - November 1965 

5. RuU'l'E: Refer to Operation Order 50-65 

6. OBSERVATlLON: 

OBSERVATIQN T +ME COOBPINA TF$ 

300 625H (AT 938615) Sighted fom' boats ferrying penple acrl'~o t.h<: 
SONG YEN River from West th East. 

7 • C1l'HER INFOOMAT ION: 

(1) At 300625H (AT 9.38615). The patrn 1 sighted four bnats ferr,yi:lg 
people aoross the SONG YEN River. It appeared that each bnat WE{ 

nf suffioient size to aocomodate the eight ponple it oarried -
approximtely t~fteen feet in length. Observation (If the activity 
was hampered by the enr1.v morning sun reflActinj;!' nf! of the "]C. t.er, 
preventing the patrr-l t'r()Jn detem1ning the dress of the people, and 
whether or not the boats oontained a~ equipment . 
(2) The trails utilized by tho patrol in 'thlS area did nnt appear to 
have been recently used. 

8, REiULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: No contact ","Cta mado. 

9. CONDITION OF PAT'~OL, INOLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DFJID OR WOUNDED: 
GOOD. 

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Recommendation, That the method of resupply-individuAlly secur:i.ng each 
mans rntions in a sand oog, and ma.rking it with his nar.10- pr·wed an 
asset, as it allowed the patrol to rapidly oompleto tho issue 0.f: 
rntinns and leave the LZ. 

n.. M. D~.LCKHl 
lrt l,t., C 1"1 a -; 

:t.!t.o ADDITIONAL CO}.W;Nl'S BY I>EBRI.~EFER~~:-----!N.:.;.n;::n;:::.e.L.-_____ _ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

S 3CONFIDENTI
Copy No 1201 20 Copies
3d Reconnaissance Bn.
DANANG, RVN
241300H November 1965

PATROL REPORT

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Scat 2-Charlie

MAPS: Sheet 6659 III, AMS Series L-701, 1:50,000

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (1) Off (23) Enl (1) USN (I) ARVN

2. MISSION: To conduct an area reconnaissance and surveillance, establish-

ing day OP's and night ambush sites.

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 270900H - October 1965

4. TIME OF RETURN: 041100H - November 1965

5. ROUTE: Refer tn Operation Order 50-65

6. OBSERVATION:

OBSERVATIONTIME COORDINATES

Sighted four boats ferrying people across the300625H (AT 938615)
SONG YEN River from West tn East.

7. OTHER INFORMATION:

(1) At 300625H (AT 938615). The patrol sighted four boats ferrying
people across the SONG YEN River. It appeared that each boat was
of sufficient size to accomodate the eight people it carried -

approximately fifteen feet in length. Observation of the activity
was hampered by the early morning sun reflecting off of the water,

preventing the patrol from determining the dress of the people, and
whether or not the boats contained any equipment.
(2) The trails utilized by the patrol in this area did not appear to

have been recently used.

8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: No contact was made.

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD OR WOUNDED:

GOOD.

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

Recommendation: That the method of resupply-individually securing each

mans rations in a sand bag, and marking it with his name- proved an

asset, as it allowed the patrol tn rapidly complete the issue of

rations and leave the LZ.

n. M. DICKEY
1st it. Co. C

ur ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER: None.

DECLASSIFIED
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9 .. 0 N. F I_JL~L~-1~. I. f\ .. ".~ .. 

}l.8t ~ (A) B~0;')Ord 337-65 
(B.I M'l.ps 1: 50,000 Serins L701, Sheet 6658 IV 

a. Eroemy. Curront ISUM' s ftm PIR IS 

b" f.'~··-Ie~dl'T ~ Current O::-SlJM I s ............. _." ............. 
c. A tt.f',v.hments and detachmentst None. 

, 
, 

0")/ No ,1..'L.()t,~~cOpies 
c,c··~) ~ :';;d~·:s(,ont:L 

Vf'. ;> ~~ 'Kt H~ 
;'.81[,00 Sap J.9t::5 

2, ~:if\;:d.'-'n\. 2c1 Plntoon, C(')D conduct a river search of the SONG YEN 

C"~ni;2rlj\ 'I' 958658) to Coord (AT 968698) timID 0800 30 Sap 65 to 

upon completion of opera ti,-,n on 4 Oct 65, tr. determine extent of 

vc activity. 

2" '::.g9m·I,QN. 
a 0 Qs.!llit~...t..2f _wi'9 tiQ.D.~ Proceed by 6x:6 a. t 2000 29 Sap to the bridge 

D:t, COnrd {AT 9987GB} off load and bivouac to 0500 the 30th, meet 2 

LVT1s at this point, depart with thom at 0500 the 30th and proceed up 

river to Corrd (AT 958658); establish liaison with 9th }brines units 

on t.he flan.les. 1Ao searoh willGpe from (A'l' 958658) to FAST WEST grid 

67 on th(~;;(lt.h, EAST ',TEST grid on the 1st, ElI.ST WEST grid 69 on the 

2nd, Fi'.S:I' 'NK:T grid 70 nn the 3rd. 4 Oct will bo utilized for further 

contj.n\hJ~g r;Y" ~hing operations. 

b" ~hl;~e n:O'ff/~:ements w:1.th Bn S"'4 for two 6x6 w/trailer to leave Bn area 

at 2000 2:1 8·),) 65~ 1st Sgt will provide necessar!" 6x6 "SHO'IGUN". To 

bo done :vci.' Ii.' ~I) 1200 29 Sop 65. 

Co l-1lka ).{ai.son with 9th M<J.rines S-3 and 3dBn 9th S"'3 by 1400 29 Sep. 

CoordJna t!1 j un.ct-:lr0 ~f river flanking forces with 3/9. Determine 

nigntly ~l.\)'~·,-I£tc 6i tea arid 9th :Marines taotioal radio frequencies dUring'~' 

l:ta:Lsr.m·;' 

d, P:I ckup will be at departure point at a time yet to be determined. 

e. HeAdquarters Section will establish liaison at 'th Marives OP and 

a rG~Al at Coord (AT 968705). 

f • ~.~Y..9~!:r!~1~ng.J.~.1~.t:r.);tct.i.C!n.EJ.. . 
~ll Rulo:3 flf J:ngagement will apply. 
~2) Be prepared to carry out further assignments in the field. 

(3) Turn j.n list of patrol membors to S-3 prior to leaving. 

(4) Be propared to be debriefod 1/2 hour after return. 

o 0 N F: IDE N l: 1 AL 

1 ENCLOSURE ~1) 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

RECOM
BN

CONFIDENTIAL

Does No 14of20copies
Cob, 3dBaconEr
DA DANG RVN
281800 Sep 1965

OPERATION ORDER N-6-65

Ref: (A) Broord 337-65
(B) Map: 1:50,000 Series L701, Sheet 6658 IV

1. Situation.

a. Eremy. Current ISUM's and PIR's

b. Friendly, Current OPSUM's
C. Attachments and detachments: None.

2, Mission. 2d Platoon, CoD conduct a river search of the SONG YEN

Coord (AT 958658) to Coord (AT 968698) from 0800 30 Sep 65 to

upon completion of operation on 4 Oct 65, tn determine extent of

VC activity.

3b INTECUTION.
a. Concept of operation Proceed by 6x6 at 2000 29 Sep to the bridge

at Coord (AT 998708) off load and bivouac to 0500 the 30th, meet 2

LVT's at this point, depart with them at 0500 the 30th and proceed up

river to Coord (AT 958658); establish liaison with 9th Marines units

on the flanks. The search will be from (AT 958658) to EAST WEST grid
68

67 on the 30th, EAST WEST grid on the 1st, EAST WEST grid 69 on the

2nd, EAST WEST grid 70 on the 3rd. 4 Oct will be utilized for further

continuing .ching operations.

b. Make arrangements with Bn S-4 for two 6x6 w/trailer to leave Bn area

at 2000 29 Sin 65. 1st Sgt will provide necessary 6x6 "SHOTGUN". To

be done print in 1200 29 Sep 65.

Co Make Maison with 9th Marines S-3 and 3dBn 9th S-3 by 1400 29 Sep.

Coordinate juncture of river flanking forces with 3/9. Determine

nightly Mivomac sites and 9th Marines tactical radio frequencies during

liaison

d. Pickup will be at departure point at a time yet to be determined.

e, Headquarters Section will establish liaison at 9th Marines CP and

a raily at Coord (AT 968705).

f. Coordinating instructions.
(1) Rules of Engagement will a pply.
(2) Be prepared to carry out further assignments in the field.

(3) Turn in list of patrol members to S-3 prior to leaving.

(4) Be prepared to be debriefed 1/2 hour after return.

CONFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE (24)
1
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.l~,; ~J2~g:\l:~gr.I:.~;:::.l.fJ.;:l~;·T .~. :~,}~., ':.!,:." 
a., rfi_t~~ .. cr,~.t' .. ~. \~':'.:;'t l:/ :~;~.: ".::. ," ~"~1"'(' ·'l:.'~~II), ::r.I':-~ .~?~ 
b Q .f\}nm~( .. '.J' ':·:;~·'.le-
c. B.(,;~:mJ11.Y.o t.Tp()l'l rnq'~')f:.:; 

5.} C~~.m;~~A~p...&r,t: :'Y!'lEf!I' T:r.:·l~.~J!'!,?d~~1Q.N:rn~. 
a ~ P'1·.~:gJ.1g11.rt~Q,:;." 

1';,.<:1.)11~""L'?r.p~~(~.·lO 46.9 
ill torna te-PRC-10 44 • .3 
PRO··47 2452 

b. Call signs. 
PATROL-SCAT 2 DELTA 
REG lMENT-PEEPSIGHT 
REIAY-SCAT 2 DELTA RElAY 

c. 0 or • 
1 Continuous monitnring. 
2) Report every hour •• 

(3) Utilize SALUTE and OONTACT Reports, 

d. Codes. 
(1) THRUST 9Wf 

e. RADIO ~ntN 
REIAy..coord AT 968705) 

9th Marines CP. 

f. RApIO i'gUnwar. 
PATROLo-2 PRC~lOts. 

PRC-10 
00-292 
PRC-47 

REIAY-MRc ... .38 w/oo,.292 

!!I§11U.B1LTl9.lia 
G~·3 

G-2 
9'G!1H:l.l' 
3/9 
ReconOff 
ReoonBn 
CoD,.3dReoonBn 

P. G. C.OLLINS 
QAPTA IN, USMC 
CO!lml.nd1ng 

;z 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

ADMINISTRATION4:
Patiens,a,

b. Anno Newsle
c. Resupply Upon request

5. COMMAND AND GOI MUNICATIONS ELECTRONICS.

Ac Frequencian,
Primary-Pioc-10 46.9
Alternate-PRC-10 44.3
PRC--47 2452

b. Call signs.
PATROL-SCAT 2 DELTA
REGIMENT-PEEPSIGHT
RELAY-SCAT 2 DELTA RELAY

C. Reports.
(1) Continuous monitoring.
(2) Report every hour..
(3) Utilize SALUTE and CONTACT Reports.

d. Codes.
(1) THRUST 9667

e. RADIO LOCATION
RELAY-Coord (AT 968705)

9th Marines CP.

f. RADIO EQUIPMENT.
PATROL-2 PRC-10's.

PRC-10
RC-292
PRC-47

RELAY-MRC-38 w/RC-292

g. Alternate Relay Sight.
HILL 327

P.G. COLLINS
CAPTAIN, USMC
Commanding

LISTRIBUTION:
(5)G--3

(2)G-2
(2)9thMar
(1)3/9
(1)ReconOff
(5)ReconBn
(4)CoD,3dReconBn

ENCLOSURE (24)
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PAnto~wO.n 

DESIGNA TlON 01 PATROL, S.at 2- Delta 

W\PS, V!e\nrun, 1J ~O,OCX>, SheEtt 6658 tv J $er 1,.701 

1. SIZE AND COMPOSItION cI P4mOL: (1) ort (18) Enl (1) USl\ 

2. MISSION: Seareh and da,tr<>1 caVea e.l.hng OONG tEN Rival" 

3. T!ME OF DEPAI:TUREs 2911bJH - Soptel'Ober 1965 

4. TIME OF RE'1'Ohlh 04120l)Jf" O:::tober 1'%5 
, . 

,. ROUTE (SROW aN OVEIUAY)s Refer Operation Order 4;6-65 

6. OBSERV:lTION ... FJmff AND. ~':!.N~. 

I1l1E. QQ9BD~W TF,§, P~RY6IION 

2916,30 .... (AT 9f:FJf:I19) - The patrol received ~. rounds or • .trlper fire'. {rom 
2917.30 (AT 965671) various positions,.· 1 ' ro~ of I'Iniper :ft~e wits 

reeoiv~ £:rom v:t.'P'i-nit,y n ' tAM gOA' II? (I\~ 97n0?) 

,3OO900H (AT 962660) 

onOOOH (A7 967668) 

7. OTHER INF~TION. 

\.hUe ¢~~ng' vilil#g&' ,At ·~e .. ooordl.ni',~cl <1' 

lQFlp ~fI d3 Jonv.ett: ~ .' o~to'r tile typo Ui.'~~ .. 
(M8.p lIns turned in to 0 ... ,2 ~ction'. 

. . 
. . .. l; , 

1. ~£rgo c!).ve vitti .-fl ~ in the river was 
d~"·I .. ot'ot. 1'1\$ opening bad Q lQ inch opening, above 
thd' WB. tel" 111)8. The cave exttmde.d at El. (JJn angle 
ur wards from the va tel" lina tor' 10 f eot and then 
bad a turn to tller~tf()r ano\her 20 feat. 
~ere wefo seven' air holes drilled into tile oval'--" 
h~~ (If the ctJ.ve (See ~keteh) 

{l) Tbere ya6 Q total, of ·.34 small caves. and 2: large tunnels c.estroyed 
d.uring,-*: ~tr0l. The lOO.jo:d.tl of the, Gavell 'Wara 1n('At(.d in grid 
Bqua.~ '(A~Ji66). 

(2) 411 ot If.tte 1'!1.~6:.1ong both river tJarik ... ba4 tunnels, holes, 0+.0' 
that. were detel'.nf1..fied 'to be about ,SO%.-ror.tamlly prOteetj.on. 
~aJ.te wet'e l)UInel'oUB trenohline, and fighting holes in the .... rea also. 

()) Whil~ oonduoting, this ~i LVT's uaed the river ex'/:"':ll.dvoly and 
reo~ived 8511 arms fi>re on each tri~. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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No
3d Bill

DA NANG, RVN
041300H October 1965

PATROL REPORT

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Seat 2- Delta

MAPS: Vietnam, 1:50,000, Sheet 6658 IV, Ser L-701

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATHOL: (1) Off (18) Enl (1) USN

2. MISSION: Search and destroy caves along SONG YEN River

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 291600H - Soptember 1965

4. TIME OF RETURN: 041200H - October 1965

5. ROUTE (SHOW ON OVERLAY), Refer Operation Order 456-65

6. OBSERVATION - ENEMY AND TERRA N.

COORDINATES OBSERVATIONTIME

291630 - (AT 969699) - The patrol received 25 rounds of sniper fire from
291730 (AT 965671) various positions. Three rounds of sniper fire was

received from vicinity of CAM HOA #2 (AT 972702)

300900H (AT 962660) While checking village at these coordinates a
3covered in cement or tile type www,asmap was

(Map was turned in to G-2 Section).

021000H (AT 967668) A largo cave with mouth opening in the river was
discovered. The opening had a 10 inch opening, above
thé water line. The cave extended at a 60n angle
up wards from the water line for 10 feet and then
had a turn tn the right for another 20 feet.
There were seven air holes drilled into the over-
head of the cave (See sketch)

7. OTHER INFORMATION:

(1) There was a total of 34 small cavés and 2 large tunnels destroyed
during the patrol. The majority of the caves were located in grid
square (AT 9666).

(2) All of the villages along both river barka. had tunnels, holes, otc;
that were determined in be about 50% for family protection.
There were numerous trench lines and fighting holes in the area alan.

(3) While conducting this petrol LVT's used the river extensively and
received small arms fire on each trip.

CONFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE (24)4
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r. ,; .1\' ..l'.~: 

(4) At 0,31400H, O~t.f)~Jer 19(,~;c tho first plAt()'»)'). of: 5/:/3. do'r'it'la ::~c.r 
an Americ~n t,ype f'J.'Elgm<"rri.;e ·;,;i.cn g:r.-ennde rigg!)d U5~ f.i. hl)0t:>y t:':cIP nO; .. 
(AT 957678). i1nnnl':i.~'ltD.cJ.l:r~ ~;jL8 .m.s wed as the trip wi::'€! a:'},'; 
was 1008. ted in a doniio G:r:-00 1l~10e No trail nnrktngs on the ~ri1:i.ls, 
€Ito. to incic.-'lte the pr.Gf'omo of mines or oooby t~p8 wort) nc, ~;)c:') 

8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE FNEM'i': No contact 

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD (j',J W/JJNDEf·~ 
(1) WJA (Grenade fragment) evncuat·ed to 0 t,::I.'l:. i,E c~;~c:::'~ r,.)(d(, 

10. aONOWSIONS AND RECOMHENDATIONS: 
Oonclusions: There is perhaps A. squad tfl a platoon of va oporating in 

the area. with hn:raflslng mles;i.on. 

T. V. MEYERS 
1st Lt. 00 D 

c .... .Q).LLL:LLr_'t.J.:.ttJ~· 
3' ENCLOSURE (J'I) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

COMPET

(4) At 031400H, October 1965. The first platoon of 5,0/1 dotonated
an American type fragmentation grenade rigged as E booby trap all

(AT 957678). Monofilanent Line was used as the trip wire and
was located in a dense tree line. No trail markings on the trails,
etc; tn incicate the presence of mines or booby traps were nc.

8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: No contact

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD OR WOUNDED:
(1) WIA (Grenade fragment) evacuated to 0 &:02 All others good,

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:
Conclusions: There is perhaps a squad to a platoon of VC oporating in

the area with harassing mission.

T. V. MEYERS
1st Lt. Co D

12. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEPRIVER: None

CONFITI

ENCLOSURE (24)
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ENTRANCE OF CATE

Water line.

20

60° Angle up from
water line
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O?ERA nON ORDErl 1,57-65 

Ref: (a) B"Oo()rder 338-65 

DECLASSIFIED 

• n.<py/[;.~"?!C...J} 1 .I:. 
not) J:·>ll~erJf.man 
r:~ j,J\. NG l'R.VN 
:)"' .. 1800 C\-,t 65 
P··~/7 

(b) MAP: 1: 50,000, Series L 70). Sheet 6659 J.7 
1. s ~.IQ(l .. n.9N • 

a, ~~~. Current JS~j'Mld .\ND PJR'S~ 
b. E1:.i~~. Ourrant OPS'Ul-~!S. 
c. U'l£,gt!~l).t§ ar~Jl~tactyp~ll.~. Ni)nb, 

2. M.1]~. CoD(.) estobl~.eh a reCOlillr:d.eSv.r.:;a DHt, FJIST of grid 88, and 
NORTH of g:J-id 86 from 3 Oct 65 +,0 7 Oct 65 too ont.ont.i.ne 'the eXtent 

of VC activity NORTH of the GD DIWi mnOOE and ~,l}:srr: o.t' Hieht3!.y #l~ 

3. 1LXECUTIOl'{. 
n. ~!m:li 21' QP,~mti0;~. Lt'0cMd via. 6x6 with the 1st and 2nd Platoon 
and the Headqtlarters Ser.tion ~jO Coord (AT 92886;) by 1900 :3 Oct 65, 
rM.ke liaison with the ARVN, t,hen proceed WESTWARD durir.l€ the ho,'rs 0::' 
darkness and estnb1:tsh a patrol base in grid sqUll.re (AT 89 ... sa) ., : 
From 4 Oct to dark 6 Oct sendout 4 squad patrols daily to reconnoite~ 
entire area ot operation. After dark 6 Oot return to the departu:re 
point to be picked up by 6x6 at 0900 7 Oct 65. See .ANNEX A (Ope:c'Ec t:i01\ 
OVerl.a.y) • 

b. ~ke arrangements for trn1l8porta t10n and chow by 080r1 
:; ':;'Y.<j 

with Bn S-4. 

(,;, Es:'a bl:! S!l liai;~l)n with all ARVN units NOHTH (\f' tl:1e 1}(1 :L:;:~i ."RQ:WGE 
by J.200 '3 o()t 65< 

d. Notif,V the S-3 of 213 and 3d !-brines of infor~7l'l t:~('\n (,l)ntail".£lJ in 
the:! r 01 jeT 1)y ~.4°° J &t 65. 

e. Alte'l";ta tEl l)ickup time is 1700 :3 Uct65. 

f. EstabHsh a ro!£.y station at GO DJ:NH BRIDGE. 

g. Ep'~ent,ial Elem.~·!ntB of: re90M!ib~flll..2~. 
(i)'*"1"lUp all trails w:1. th~.n the objective area. 
(2) Determine routes otTer the mounta:l.n :raDg',. 

h. Y.oominatin« ~nstru9}~~. 
(1) Rules of Engagement will applY6 
(2) Be p:repared to carry out fur'che~.' Cl.:1siinm3Lts b 1"J('I field. 
() Turn in list of pa.'buCll members -to S-3 pr:tor 'to j eav:i..l~. 
(4.) Be prepared to be debriefed 1/9. hour aft·)!' :r'oia~lJ. 

1 
DECLASSIFIED 

ENCLOSURE (.25) 

DECLASSIFIED

3cl REC BN

DUSIDEMEIA
Copy15.22.00
000, 6dReconRn
DA NANG,RVN
01.1800 Out 65
P.-57

OPERATION ORDER 457-65

Ref: (a) BrOoOrder 338-65
(b) MAP: 1:50,000, Series L 707 Sheet 6659 II

1. SITUATION.
a, Enemy. Current TSUM'S AND PJR'S.
b. Friendly. Current OPSUM'S.
C. Attachments and detachments, None

2. MISSION. CoD(-) establish a reconnadesarba not FAST of grid 88, and
NORTH of grid 86 from 3 Oct 65 to 7 Oct 65 to datermine the extent
of VC activity NORTH of the GO DIWH BRIDGE and WEST of Highway #1.

3. EXECUTION.
a. Concept of operation. Proceed via 6x6 with the 1st and 2nd Platoon
and the Headquarters Section to Coord (AT 928865) by 1900 3 Oct 65,
make liaison with the ARVN, then proceed WESTWARD during the hours of
darkness and establish a patrol base in grid square (AT 89-88),
From 4 Oct to dark 6 Oct sendout 4 squad patrols daily to reconnoiter
entire area of operation. After dark 6 Oct return to the departure
point to be picked up by 6x6 at 0900 7 Oct 65. See ANNEX A(Operation
Overlay).

b. Make arrangements for transportation and chow by 0800 3
with Bn S-4.

a Establish liaison with all ARVN units NORTH of the GO DENT BRIDGE
by 1200 3 Cot 65.

d. Notify the S-3 of 3/3 and 3d Marines of information contained in
their order by 1400 3 Oct 65.

e. Alternate pickup time is 1700 3 Hct65.

f. Establish a roley station at GO DINH BRIDGE.

g. Essential Elemonts of reconnaissanco.
(1) Map all trails within the objective area.
(2) Determine routes over the mountain range.

h. Coordinating instructions.
(1) Rules of Engagement will apply.
(2) Be prepared to carry out further assignments in the field.

(3) Turn in list of patual members to S-3 prior to leaving.
(4) Be prepared to be debriefed 1/2 hour after return.

CONEIDNTIAL

ENCLOSURE (25)
1

DECLASSIFIED
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4. ~M.w.I.a'l:Mll91L£0:'WJ9!-i.:~'j~n~~. 
a. &~~~.o .l,Jt:,y.J1' 
b. Al1)!li.2.. 7 llflgM',~"nt'3!, 2 bandoleers, 4 t~'lg grenades. 
c. ~y(> NO.'.).(l" 

5. QO~liQ AOO CO~f~l~A.~cgJ§ .• 
n. Freguenc:tel'lo 

Pr1marl-PRC~lO .~6e9 
Alternate-PRC-10 /r~.';' 
PRC ... 47 2452 

b. CSll sign~. 
PATROL-SCAT DE! ,TA 
REGlMENT-8TAKtiJOU'r 
RElJI.Y ... SCAT DEUA REtA Y 

c. {!~9a!~iinuou.'3 m:<.Gf'dng. 
(2) Report e'\i'G:'~ )1Cl.l·'. 

(,3) UtUize SM}J~l'E fl.~:lc. OON~CT Heports. 

d. ~RUST .. 8988 
e. BAQIQ LOOAjtQH. 

2 PRC-10 w lA TOONS 
2 PRC-10 w/PATROL MSE 
1 PRO-4? w/pA TROL OfISE 
1 MRC~,38 w/RELAY S~TION 
1 PRC-10 w/REGlMENT 
1 PRn-47 w/REGlMENT 

r. YXSUAL §IGNAt§. 
Green star ol.aters-Friend~. 
Yellow Smoke-FriendlY. 
Red Star clusters-Need help. 

P. G. COLLINS 
CAPT! IN, USJ(] 
OOI'iUlt).llding 

C~NFIDENt.A N_ 

;£. . ENCLOSURE '2cy. 

DECLASSIFIED 

\ 
DECLASSIFIED

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.
a. Mortions. 3. Jayan
b. Ammo. 7 magnafines. 2 bandoleers, 4 irag grenades.
c. Resupply. Nonon

5. COMMAND AND COMMINICATIONS.
a. Frequencies,

Primary-PRC-10 43.9
Alternate-PRO-20 4's?
PRC-47 2452

b. Call signs.
PATROL-SCAT DELTA
REGIMENT-STAKEOUT
RELAY-SCAT DEUTA RETAY

c. Reports.
(1) Continuous monthoring.
(2) Report every hour
(3) Utilize SALUTE and CONTACT Reports.

d. Codes.
(1) THRUST-8988

0. RADIO LOCATION.
2 PRC-10 w/PLATOONS
2 PRC-10 w/PATROL BASE
1 PRC-47 w/PATROL BASE
1 MRC-38 w/RELAY STATION
1 PRC-10 w/REGIMENT
1 PRC-47 w/REGIMENT

f. VISUAL SIGNALS.
Green star clusters-Friendly.
Yellow Smoke-Friendly.
Red Star clusters-Need help.

P. G. COLLINS
CAPTAIN, USMO
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION:
(5)G-3
(2)G-2
(4)3dMarines
(1)2/3
(1)ReconOff
(4)3dReconBn
(4)

PNFIDENTIALC

ENCLOSURE 1251
2

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

. ' v 

3 

DECLASSIFIED 

G()')y /~" ~{)P 1 (~:1 
Uo"h7'"3::'i i:eOon ..!i • 

1); 1;/ t.(,. '':J;, 

I/'h It 5v,U\.I{', ;,)od~iJ It/dj 

.,t"(lt 6{.))~. lV 
0pUl'(J 1;';,1-6') 

() Rb(> c.f ~ liN I) 

'P. l k: V P Pe "WT 

EJ'-JCLOSURE (ZS) 

DECLASSIFIED

1501
22amplescopy
Room on.

was
1150,000

INV
sories 1701

36on&
DX
HAPE
shoot 6659 10
upura 457-658,7

92

EXIT

Review

ENTRY

DROP off AND

Pick UP POINT

$1,85

ENCLOSURE
3

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 
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• CO')'! 1\10 // of 2 CCbr;nies .l J ___ _ .. ..-, r 

jd Rec:::m111.'1."1~1anCO Bn. 
DA IlAl'lJ, Ii'i N 
07090~H Oc·(.(lber 1965 

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Seat 3 ... Delta #6 Patrol No. 2 

Mll.PS: Vietmm, h 50,000, Sheet No. 6659 IV, Sere L-701 

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (l) Off (18) Enl (1) USN (1) ARVN 

2. MISSION~ Estnb1ish a reonnnaipsanoe'net East of Crid 88, and North 
of grid 86 and determine the extent of VO activity. 

J. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 0417JOH - Ootobor 1965 

4. TIME OF RETURN: 070BOOH - Gomber 1965 

5. ROUTE (SHOW ON O~~Y): Refer to Operation Order 457-65 

6. OBSn:RVATION - ENEMY AND TERRAIN: 

QOO@INATES 

No vis\ll.l.l or physical oontact made., 

7. OTHER I!\1FORMATlON: 
(1) At 050700H. A trail runs genero.lly towards the nr'rth from (AT 903900) 

to (AT 909909). The trail is 21 to JI wide and providos ior good 
ropid rOl"lvemont. It was o.pparent the trail was being used frequently. 
Numorous !"lId camp fire sitos were noted. The trail terndnated at 
what appeared to be an old logging site. AlonG this lIDin trail 
numorou.c; trail,S branoh off, but end abruptly after a short distance. 

(2) At 050700H. I. trail runs generally northeast from (AT 898897) to 
(11 T 909909). (Refer to i'lverlay) The trail is apprOXllltl. tely 6 feet 
wide and has been frequently wed by loggers. 2 wedges, and ono 
homo nnde ruler wore found in the vicinity of (AT 909909). The 
trail ends at these coordinates. 

(.3) Cnrnmuni en tions throur,hnut the patrol's area was exoella.nt., 

(4) The trails were infested with land leeches. Wat~r was in abundanoe. 

S. RESUJ .. TS ()F ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: No contact mado 

9. COlDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD UR WOUNDED: Good 

10. CONCLUSlONS AND RECOHMENltATIQNS: 
Cono1\lljinn: 'l'hot the main traU the patrol used was for logging purposes 

on.ly. 

G. V. SMITH 
1st Lt. C0 D 

~ C Q N F ~~fil-:9~qRE ~ 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

5-3

Copy No 11 of 20 Copies
3d Reconnaissance Bn.
DA HANG, RVN
07090CH October 1965

PATROL REPORT

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Scat 3 - Delta #6 Patrol No. 2

MAPS: Vietnam, 1:50,000, Sheet No. 6659 IV, Ser. L-701

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (1) Off (18) Enl (1) USN (1) ARVN

2. MISSION: Establish a reconnissance net East of grid 88, and North
of grid 86 and determine the extent of VC activity.

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 041730H - October 1965

4. TIME OF RETURN: 070800H - October 1965

5. ROUTE (SHOW ON OVERLAY): Refer to Operation Order 457-65

6. OBSERVATION - ENEMY AND TERRAIN:

COORDINATES OBSERVATIONTIME

No visual or physical contact made.

7. OTHER INFORMATION:
(1) At 050700H. A trail runs generally towards the north from (AT 903900)

tn (AT 909909). The trail is 2' to 31 wide and provides for good
rapid movement. It was apparent the trail was being used frequently.
Numerous old camp fire sites were noted. The trail terminated at
what appeared tn be an old logging site. Along this main trail
numerous trails branch off, but end abruptly after a short distance.

(2) At 050700H. A trail runs generally northeast from (AT 898897) to
(AT 909909). (Refer to overlay) The trail is approximately 6 feet
wide and has been frequently used by loggers. 2 wedges, and one
home made ruler were found in the vicinity of (AT 909909). The
trail ends at these conordinates.

(3) Communication throughout the patrol's area was excellant.

(4) The trails were infested with land leeches. Water was in abundance.

8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: No contact made

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD UR WOUNDED: Good

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:
Conclusion: That the main trail the patrol used was for logging purposes

only.

G. V. SMITH
1st Lt. Cn D

ENCLOSURE (25)
4 C o
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(1) This marker pointCicl towards 
the northoost and snt.thW8st. 
(AT 90990)) 

~::::.,,,; OLD LOO . 
................ . 

(2) This trail marker paralled 
the trail pointine north., 
west t,{) th0 snuthwest. 

..5 
EI\fCLOSURE ~') 
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MARKERS

(A)

11/2
(1) This marker pointed towards

the northeast and southwest.
(AT 909909)

OLD LOG

(B)
RUCK

(2) This trail marker paralled
the trail pointing north..

west to the southwest.

ROCK

ENCLOSURE (25)
5
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• 
EA;r..t~~Q~Qm: 

• 
GY,.,P.v No I(o~!:~op~ef} 
.'3(.\ ~Jjl.)!).rJ..rjt,-tf~r·fJ~, '.ce ]jn» 

na NA1'!~. 
G?IY:;;'\)}, 

DESIGNATION 01" PLTROLt Scat, ... 1 D(\I .. 'f0. #(. rat~!"Ol Nn. t'. 

1. SIZE ANm. r,O'.llf.'.O. ·.~.~·.:tp .... J···.l')t,T O""JI ?t.',r.·.-.·.' .. I,i .. ,~ (1) V'l''=' I'lb" VI" (J) T""', ( .. \ '-i1'\: •. V _. !j w • ,.. , " n .10 " • ,>J., .'.i ."1" •. ,.. 

2. MISSION: E~,!:.<'.bl:l.Rh n '·f;\cn.t1tlH~.r·:~.nce nor. Ear.t "f cr~>l t'tj' o.1:1(i. :AI")r'~h 
of GJ'l::l F!6 nr.Q c1o+'('rilino the f~'{~tCl1t of lie 3r 'J\.~.l;Y'. 

6. OBSERVATIONS - ENEMY ,1um TERRAIN: 

No visual or ph~·8il'.fl.l cnntaet mad')" 

7. OTHER INFORX~TION: 

(1) At 050730'd. A trail runs genol'·t.:;'l? i':!~('m (il T 9058~i.l) 'I.e .. " l' '.'C':i91.0). 
The tHd 1 ~s 7 feet to B f8e~j 1~ '.1~8" ~~"', 1ms b08P, :)"sq!)O; 't,. 'I Izcc:1 
and i;:; [,1 all. kept" Ten c,ld (,.<:l'u) ,-,i'~0S ve'~'e llotud a).CHi!, L!)(; :j:cE''l.l" 
It W~,f1 (~ppo.rent that r.'" :rvcetl'ii ,{"o:l 0J.t.tl11€ eot:h)'i""'j' f:~d I,Gnp 
ntteqp'\:icd, The al":)fl fJ.}nng t.iljO 'l:.'H:).l l'aa a 10' hl[).l bl'Uf.:r.. (;!)r.0iJY, 
oxco':'cir,d 'tIy a 50 t ~l:i.gh rf,::.n i'0L'"W~ ~~,/lri),V. The aTe£'. Ol)'r':(ClU;:llJ.i··.If: 

the' t;·~.d.J. CI'::pJ G~{' :i..s J.l'f. ;;~'t0d v~) ~,.l :~.:.l<i.C 1_(l('~h88. F£, :.0:>:' '.J'.' :l(\;!' ,,;t 
the arell is ah1.Ulc.:tn~·,. 

(2) Map c()rrocti.0ns~ RFlf0~ 'l,."1 nV6J'lc..y. 

(3) The old l!lD..p sheet .;.~(II 66:;') -:\I 1:.> err.:'lM()UO b.)~ 1noO m(f~eX's. 

(4) CoromunicatiollS in th? pat~['lr aT'e(l('.f f'1pC~:D. '::~(,;. Vl.S e:~('.81]ll.nt. 

8. RESULTS CF ENCOUNTERS· WITH THE r~J\1JJ"!Y; Nc '~" '.e;,d''::i moe. 

9.. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DI8pr)~i] 'l'1(':i c? j3,{ DF:D OR WOUNDED, 
Good 

CONCLUSIONS AND REC~'~~TIUNS: 
That artillery and NGF as a hnl.Tassi.ng and j;lterdicting agent on the 
low ground1 cross trans, arld st.:-:'(;K)nl £1mctl,,:,,::;, shnuld hot be heavily 
relied upon. Crat.ers of shell,,, fired for H 0)1<1 J wore lncatod in 
abundance (In the slop4'B in the objective ay'w., Tho ·L·.cail nets were 

7 o 0 Nij:ill~~O~V1<~ (;l3') 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

3.3

Copy No
3d Dn.
DA NANC. RUN
0700000 Cerobat 1965

PATROL REPORT

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Scat - 1 Dalta #6 Patrol No. to

MAPS: Viotnam, 1:50,000, Sheet No. 5659 II, Sex. L-701

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PAIGOL (1) ore (16) Enl (1) PSN (ii) ARVA

2. MISSION: Establish a reconnaigence not East of grill 89, and North
of gold 86 and determine the extent of VC artivity.

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 0/02/30H - October 1965

4. TIME OF RETURN: 070800H - October 1965

5. ROUTE (SHOW ON OVERLAY): Refer to Operation Order 461.65

6. OBSERVATIONS - ENEMY AND TERRAJN:

TIME COORDINATES OBSERVATION

No visual orphysica] contact made,

7. OTHER INFORMATION:

(1) At 0507.3CH. A trail runs generally from (AT 905898) to MY C05910).
The trail is 7 feet to 8 feet wide, It has been Crequer 19 used
and is well kept. Ten old care sites were noted along the brail.
It was apparent that no recent nood cutting activity had been
attempted, The area along this Mail has a 10' high brach caropy,
exceeded by a 501 high rain Incest camp The arca surrounding
the trail complex is infested water lane locolies, Water throughout
the area is abundant.

(2) Map corrections: Refer to overlay,

(3) The old map sheet No. 6659 IV is erroneous by 1600 meters.

(4) Communications in the patrole area of operation was excellant.

8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: No entract made.

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DFLD OR WOUNDED:
Good

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:
That artillery and NGF as a hairassing and interdicting agent on the
low ground, cross trails, and stream functions, should not be heavily
relied upon. Craters of shells fired for H and I were located in
abundance on the slopes in the objective area. The trail nets were

ENCLOSURE (25)
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• • 
'Virtually cloar of darTilge. This rrny be due to the map, being used for 
plotting a and I fires, being in aournte up to 1500 meters. 

12.. ADDITIUNAL COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER( None 

i 
DECLASSIFIED 

O. J. DElGROSSO 
1st Lt. Co. D. 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFININALA

virtually clear of damage. This may be due to the map, being used for

plotting B and I fires, being in acurate up to 1500 meters.

C. J. DELGROSSO
1st Lt. Co. D.

11. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER: None

ENCLOSURE (2$)
: 0 N F ID E N PIRD
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DECLASSIFIED
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IJPEHATION ORDER 4SS-6S 

Ref.': ~fJ.) 3d RecmnBn OpOrc1~r 3.38-6S .» ~·.\P: 1: 50,000, Sheet 66~ IV "'\. 

1. SI":t;I.TION. 
n:-t~!!i. Current ISUM'S A~ PIa ·S. 
b. Fr,j.~~. C1l.lTent OPSUMtS. 
c. i~ ttachmepts ~.Qd d~tacbm9ntl. None. 

2. l1ISSION. 2d Pl.e. toon. CoD nnin'\a.in surveillance ()f area FAST ()f the 
area bounded by grid line (A T &7) on tho SOUTH and (A T S7) on the 
WEST, from 7 get 65 to 10 oct 65 to determine extent of va activity 
within the area. 

(j. EXliXJUTION. 
a. Concept of C"lpe:KI tion. Proceed via 6x6 to Conrd (AT 937885) coord­
inating wi ih all J1RVN unlt;s enroute. Prooeed NORTH WEST to grid sqm-e 
(AT 92-90)es~blish n patrnl base prior to daylight 8 dct 65. From 
8-10 oct 65 send nut sqmd sbe . patrols to conduct surveillanoe mis­
sionr.. Return 'tl Coord (AT 927864) for pickup by 6x6 by (1)00 10 Oot 65. 

b. MUto ar:rongemen~s for transp or ta. tion and meals with Sn 8-4 by 
1500 6 Oc~ 65. 

o. Establish 1iais()n with ARVN units located a~ Coord (AT 935865), 
(AT 932882), and (AT 934914) by 1700 6 Oct 65. . 

d. Notify 8-3 of the 3d Marines and 2/3 of the contents of th1s 
order by 1700 6 Oot 65. 

e. Insure that the G-3 AnVN Liaison officer at DIVISION HEADQut.RTEaS 
has cleared this "pem tion. 

t. Establish a relay station at the GO-DINH BRIDGE. 

g. Al~ernnte pickup is 1700 at saIOO ~o.tion. 

h. ~nordiootilJli ipstrucUong. 
1) Rules of Engagement will apply. 

(2) Be prepared to carry nut further assir-nl.,ents in the field. 
(:'~) Turn in lilJt of p&tr()l members to S-.3 p: l.r"lr ~ leaving. 
(4) Be pr~red to be debriefed 1/2 hour after return. 

QONFIDEN:rIAL 

I 
ENCLOSURE (U) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

3d REC BM

A LCONFIDEN
Copy 50-22 copies
CoD. 3dRecorBr
DA NANG,RVN
021200 Oct E5
P-58

OPERATION ORDER 458-65

(a) 3d RecnnBn OpOrdor 338-65Ref:
(ii) MP: 50,000, Sheet 6659 IV

1. SINGATION.
a. Enemy. Current ISUM'S AND PIR'S.
b. Friendly. Current OPSUM'S.
c. Attachments and detachments. None.

MISSION. 2d Platoon, CoD maintain surveillance of area EAST of the2.
area bounded by grid line (AT 87) on the SOUTH and (AT 87) on the

WEST, from 7 Oct 65 to 10 Oct 65 to determine extent of VC activity
within the area.

3. EXECUTION.
a. Concept of operation. Proceed via 6x6 tn Coord (AT 937885) coord-

inating with all ARVN units enroute, Proceed NORTH WEST to grid squre
(AT 92-90) establish a patrol base prior to daylight 8 Oct 65. From
8-10 Oct 65 send out squad size patrols to conduct surveillance mis-
sions. Return to Coord (AT 927864) for pickup by 6x6 by 0900 10 Oct 65.

b. Make arrangements for transportation and meals with Bn S-4 by
1500 6 Oct 65.

c. Establish liaison with ARVN units located at Coord (AT 935865),
(AT 932882), and (AT 934914) by 1700 6 Oct 65.

d. Notify S-3 of the 3d Marines and 2/3 of the contents of this
order by 1700 6 Oct 65.

e. Insure that the G-3 ARVN Liaison officer at DIVISION HEADQUARTERS
has cleared this operation.

f. Establish a relay station at the GO-DINH BRIDGE.

g. Alternate pickup is 1700 at same location.

h. Coordinating instructions.
(1) Rules of Engagement will apply.
(2) Be prepared to carry out further assignments in the field.
(3) Turn in list of patrol members to S-3 prior to leaving.
(4) Be prepared to be debriefed 1/2 hour after return.

CONFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE (26)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

4" {;~It1I~m1:'Wlt~QK.A...rm.l1~ISTICS .. 
ftc E~)J?u.~(' ~ days. 
h. ~~dW!J,~ NC'lrID!\le 
(," ~(~,~,:_)pp..~3.~ !llQna. 

b. Cil.;,j q~I:·.'1r::.~ 
ri0l'i:c):r;s6{l:r 2 DELTlL 
ImlIHI~N'l',,·8TrlKEO~TT 29 
J(~~Jj~Y~-~!Ch~ .2 D:'.!;J.TA RElIlY 

c. n ~h!'.:t':!,?J .• 
~l) C0ntinunns monitoring. 
t2) Report 61."6ry hour. 

d. (~Q(!!:~" tl )fHRUST-q29'J 
l~r :)'0 L<'I;") 'C--('N o. .. .k-.j·, .......... ~-r~ .. - ....... -~ 
1 1'1:0 ~JO/ ti q .If'. '1, 
.2 PPC~10/PIH tODn Headqt:f.lrter-s. 
1 pp,c--47/rJa tnon Ibad(J.uarte!~s, 
1 MOO ... 38 w/RelIl.Y. 
1 PRC-10/Regiment. 
1 PRC-47!Reg1mont. 

f. lISYAL SIGNt~ 
GREEN STl,R CLUSTER-FRIENDLY 
YELLOW SMOKF,...·FJUENDLY 
RED STl.R CLUSTEH-NEED HELP 

.. 
P. G. OOT;J .. l'~l 

DISTRIBUTION: 
G-3 (5) 
G-2 (2) 
3dMarines (4) 
2/3 (1) 
ReconOff (l) 
JdReconll1t . ( 5) 
CoD,3cL~ec()nBn (4) 

CAPTA IN, t'SH~ 
COIllllXlnding 

COli F IDE N T 1 A L_ 

El\JCLOSURE (;l~) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDEN IAL

4, MIMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.
EL, Rotions. ? days.
b. Anno Normal.
C" Resupply. None.

5, COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS-ELECTRONICS.
E. Fravengies,

Prinary=200-10 46.9
44.3

PRO-KI 21.52

b. Call
PATROL-SCAT 2 DELTA
REGIMENTSTAKEOUT 29
RELAY-SCAT 2 DELTA RELAY

c. Reports.
(1) Continuous monitoring.
(2) Report every hour.

d. Codes.
(1) THRUST-9290

c. RADIO LOCATION
1 PTC-10/Sqund,
2 PRC-10/Platoon Headquarters.
1 PRC-47/Platon Headquarters,
1 MRC-38 w/Relay,
1 PRC-10/Regiment.
1 PRC-47/Regiment.

f. VISUAL SIGNAL
GREEN STAR CLUSTER-FRIENDLY
YELLOW SMOKE-FRIENDLY
RED STAR CLUSTER-NEED HELP

P. G. COLLING.

CAPTAIN, USMC
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION:
(5)G-3
(2)G-2
(4)3dMarines
(1)2/3
(1)ReconOff
(5)3dReconDti
(4)DD,3dReconBn

CONFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE (26)
2

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

ENCLOSURE (;7~) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

150 oppiesCopy
Col, Mileconism
DX EANG,KVN
MAPs 1,50,000, Series L701
Sheet 6659 IV
upord 458865

91

91+

AREA
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OPERATION
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95
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. pATgOL .~oaT 

DESIGNATION OF PA~ROL: Scot 2 - Delta 

~ S-,,I 

O~~10I£.Of24.coPies 
;:0. .::le GO'JW1 j.sS') nce Bn. 
DA R ~\<~, ;·:.~I ~ 

lOlOOOll' (ic.tober 1965 

NAPS: V1etnom, 1:50,000, Sheet 6659 IV, Sere L-701 

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (1) orf (16) Enl (1) USN 
(I) ARVN 

2. rUSSION: Conduct surviellance of oren East of the area 
bounded by Grid line (AT 87) on the South and (AT 87) on 
the West 

3. TIHE OF DEPARTURE~ 061800H - October 1965 

4. TINE OF REI'URN: 100900H - Octoller 1965 

5. RCUTE (SHOll ON OVERLAY): Refer to Operation Order 458-65 

6. OBSERVATIONS - EN811Y AND TERRAIN:, 

COORDINATES OBSERVATl ON 

Ho Visual or physical. contaot mode. 

7. OTHER INFORNATION: 
The \lloocl outter l s trails that the patrdt utilized were free 
of booby traps and tr01l,markers. The patrol lender believes 
the trolls are only 'bei~ .u$'ed.:periodically rather then 
on Q doily bosis. 
(iYAto62100H ;(AT 927887)'. 'The:bent1ng of drums Wos heard. 

The drums were heordfor ,C,lpprox.imo.tely ,10 minutes. 
No s1gnlficantpattern l not1ced.·, " ,<' 

(2) The 'rti1n'for,e~tcanoPtls"appro:x'iindtely80 feet'high 
ot,the 900 meter lc·vel and 30 feet high at the 1100 
meter elevatlon. '\ 

", 
',:l,l, ';' " ,< r 

(:3) Watet' ln 10.11 tha st~et\:ms was clear j> 'und<ln ·dbul.d.dnoe. 

(4) Cloudq coverprev.o.11~ 3pprox1mCltely SO% of the t 1me on 
hill· mo ssl192,.' :,' ' ", ~ }' 

(.5 )Commun1c6tlons :TritherciV1nes'\o1:is'peor. 

(6) Nap <-correot ions! 'Refer "to' overlay.'. >, 

8. RESU.UrS OF ,ENCOUNTERS ,'WITH'THE·:EN'JflIY: No oontact made. 

9. : CONDITION OF PATROL1 INCWDING "t>I:SPOSITION OF ANY DEAD OR 
WOUNDED: Good • 

CON 'F IDE N T IA ,It 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

5-3

150f20 CopiesGoENTIAL
3d Reconnaissance Bn.
DA NANG BMN
101000H October 1965

PATROL REPORT

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Scat 2 - Delta

MAPS: Vietnam, 1:50,000, Sheet 6659 IV, Ser. L-701

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (1) Off (16) Enl (1) USN
(1) ARVN

2. MISSION: Conduct surviellance of area East of the area
bounded by Grid line (AT 87) on the South and (AT 87) on
the West

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 061800H - October 1965

4. TIME OF RETURN: 100900H - October 1965

5. ROUTE (SHOW ON OVERLAY) : Refer to Operation Order 458-65

6. OBSERVATIONS - ENEMY AND TERRAIN:

OBSERVATIONCOORDINATESTIME

No visual or physical contact made.

7. OTHER INFORMATION:
The wood cutter's trails that the patrol utilized were free
of booby traps and trail markers. The patrol lender believes
the trails are only being used periodically rather then
on a daily basis.
(1) At 062100H (AT 927887) The beating of drums was heard.

The drums were heard for approximately 10 minutes.
No significant pattern noticed.

(2) The rain forest canopy is approximately 80 feet high
at the 900 meter level and 30 feet high at the 1100
meter elevation.

(3) Water in all the streams was clear, and in abundance.

(4) Cloude cover prevails approximately 50% of the time on
hill mass 1192.

(5) Communications in the ravines was poor.

(6) Map corrections: Refer to overlay.

8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: No contact made.

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD OR
WOUNDED: Good.

CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

, . --
10. CONCWSIONS AN RECQ'mEND)\TIONS: 

Recommendation: That the trail running on the ridge lins 
on hill 1192 and heaG.ing l.'l.opth s:1ould bE: ; 
further reconno1tred at a future data,_, 

T. V. f1EYER'S 
1st Lto Co. D 

11. ADDITIONAL C(lIMENTS BY Dl£BRIEFBR: None 

f.!:' ,. 

I ;~ 

':, [' 
'( 'f > 

, \ " '" .~. -~., '. , ," '.~ { , 

LQJLF IDE N T :t A L 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONTIDENTIAL

10. CONCLUSIONS AN RECOMMENDATIONS:
Recommendation: That the trail running on the ridge line

on hill 1192 and heading north should DE :

further reconnoitred at a future data.

T. V. MEYER'S
1st Lt. Co. D

11. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER: None

CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED
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DECLASSIFIED 

.... ,) .. 

MA.P CCSB.J>jTIONS 

(1) 'IBESE TRAU,s .ARE NOT 
SHOWN ON T}U-:: Ml1.P SHE6l' 
NO. 6659 IV 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

MAD CORRECTIONS

(1) THESE TRATLS ARE NOT
SHOWN ON THE MAP SHEET40
NO. 6659 IV
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DECLASSIFIED 

OPERA TloN URDER 459 .. 65 

Ref: (a) BnopCrder 338-65 
(b) MAP, 1: 50,000, Sheet 66'!IJ III 

1. §ITUl~IION. 
e.. . EnElWl. CUrrent ISUM'S AND PIR'S. 
b. [ri.endly. Current OPSJM'S. 
c. ~ ttachment" ang detachments. None. 

-;1 c/ f( t; ~ () Itl FlY' 
.1ic'~~,,):.( J 

CoD; .30}l.{'C01 iln 
DA Htl:~'~ .rr\'~ 
021/,.0) (1':1-. 65 
l?-5<? 

2. Ml§SI0ti. 1st Platoon and Headqmrters Section CoD conduct an area. 

reconnaissance of Elepb~ntlValley from 9-12 Oct 65 to determine GX­

tent of VC activity moving EtlSTWARD. 

3. mx;UTIOIi. 
a,_ Copceet o"gp~mtion. Patrol depart LZ FINCH at 0800 9 bet 65 

.tor the LZ at DONG tWN then proceed WESTWARD to Coord (AT 815826) 

establish a patrol bllse and a relay stntion, the J>f:l.trol then pro­

ceed NORnI to the stream junot1on Coord (AT 80)897) then WESTWARD 

to reconnoi tor grid SqUl. re (AT 20-84). Upon oompletion \Ii th .. dra\l 

over the same route to return tor a pickup ('In DONG DEN at 1700 on 

12 Oct 65. 

b. The alternate piokup is for the patrol at LZ CMrd (AT 198844) 

at 0<)00 12 Cot and the relay at DONO DEN at 1700. The secnnd alter­

nate is 0900 the 13th at Coord (AT 825858) fnr the patrol and DONG 

DEN for tho relay. 

c. Headquarters Section will provide personnel for a relay at (AT 

815826) and DONG DEN. ' 

d. Notify 8-3 of the 3dMarines and 2/3 of this patrol prior to 1900 

8, Oct 65. 

e. Insure thnt helD request has been submitted by 0800 8 Oot 65 

thru Bn S-3. 

f. 00 i struc ion. 
1 Rules of Engagement will apply. 

(2 Be prepared to carry out further assignments in the field. 
(3) Turn in list of patrol membors to S.3 prior to leaving. 

(4) Be prepared to be dePriefetl 1/2 hour after return. 

CONFIDENTIAk 

ENCLOSURE (J7) 

I 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

3cl KECON BN

1bc.House
ALJONFADEN

CoD, 3dRecorBn
DA HANG.RUN
021400 Oct. 65
P-50

OPERATION ORDER 459-65

Ref: (a) BnOfOrder 338-65
(b) MAP: 1:50,000, Sheet 6659 III

1. SITUATION.
a. Enemy. Current ISUM'S AND PIR*S.

b. Friendly. Current OPSUM'S.
c. Attachments and detachments. None.

2. MISSION. 1st Platoon and Headquarters Section CoD conduct an area

reconnaissance of Elephant 'Valley from 9-12 Oct 65 to determine ex-

tent of VC activity moving EASTWARD.

3. EXECUTION.
a. Concept of operation. Patrol depart LZ FINCH at 0800 9 Oct 65

for the LZ at DONG DEN then proceed WESTWARD to Coord (AT 815826)

establish a patrol base and a relay station, the patrol then pro-

ceed NORTH to the stream junction Coord (AT 803897) then WESTWARD

to reconnoiter grid square (AT 20-84). Upon completion with-draw

over the same route to return for a pickup on DONG DEN at 1700 on

12 Oct 65.

b. The alternate pickup is for the patrol at LZ Coord (AT 198844)

at 0900 12 Oct and the relay at DONG DEN at 1700. The second alter-

nate is 0900 the 13th at Goord (AT 825858) for the patrol and DONG

DEN for the relay.

c. Headquarters Section will provide personnel for a relay at (AT

815826) and DONG DEN.

d. Notify S-3 of the 3dMarines and 2/3 of this patrol prior to 1900

8 Oct 65.

e. Insure that helo request has been submitted by 0800 8 Oct 65

thru Bn S-3.

f. Coordinating instructions.

(1) Rules of Engagement will apply.

(2) Be prepared to carry out further assignments in the field.

(3) Turn in list of patrol members to S-3 prior to leaving.

(4) Bo prepared to be debriefed 1/2 hour after return.

CONFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE (27)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
4. APJilI.'!J.S'r}Yl',I'IQ~LANPJ9GJSTtcS. 

n~ Hnt:iJ)j1.s():; C,f).I'P., 
b. ~&fii.:~~:~: ,-~~tY'F., ·iJ{1.ndoleers .. 
c. W~P.P.U.!':r~r;];h 1 yeUO\t .~Jce/Terun, 1 green/Squad. 

1 set of. nit panels/squad 
1 green atnr cluster/squad 
1-lZO Ft. climbing rope w/6 snap lirlks per squad 
~sling rnpes/squad 

5. Q..QL~~[Q..1l,E12.Q.,Q!'lMYNlOATlm§::~mQXill?F:tc~. 
n. Ji'r0rl'Uen(li~. 

P'rlrrnr.v:.PitC-lO 46.9 
Alternate-PRG-10 44.3 
PRC-47 2452 

b. Q.aJ;l sign§.. 
PA TROL-SCAT 1 DELTA 
REGlME:NT-S'mKEOUT 29 
H.FrL" .. y .. SCAT DELTA RW1Y 

SeA T 1 DELTA REI.A Y 
c. ~arrtR. 

tl) 'C;;i;:tinuoU$ lnt'Ini toring. 
(2) Report every hour. 

d. Co.ww,. 
[1) THRUST-S385 

e. RADIQ EQU~. 
1st Platoon-2 PRO-IO's 
Hoodqmrters Sec tiN ... 3 PRO .. IO' s 

2 PRC .. 47 
Regiment-PRC-IO 

PRC .. 47 

P. G. COLLINS 
OAPTA IN, USM} 
Oommanding 

DISTRIBUTION: 
G-3 (5) 
0-2 (2) 
':3<U~rines (4) 
2/3 (1) 
JdReconBn ( 5) 
Reconorf (1) 
CoD,3dRecon (4) 

C9NFIDENiIAj, 

;l 
DECLASSIFIED 

El\J C"LOS'" U"') "-, 1'1 l'U!. ~7) 

DECLASSIFIED

CONLIDEN AI

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.
E. Rations. 3 days.
b. America Extra bandoleers,
C. Miscellaneous, 7 yellow stoke/Team, 1 green/Squad.

l set of air panels/squad
1 green star cluster/squad
1-120 Ft. climbing rope w/6 snap links per squad
4-sling ropes/squad

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS-ELECTRONICS
a. Frequencies.

Primary-PRC-10 46.9
Alternate-PRC-10 44.3
PRC-47 2452

b. Call signs.
PATROL-SCAT 1 DELTA
REGIMENT-STAKEOUT 29
RELAY-SCAT DELTA RELAY

SCAT 1 DELTA RELAY
C. Reports.

(1) Continuous monitoring.
(2) Report every hour.

d. Codes.
(1) THRUST-8385

e. RADIO EQUIPMENT.
1st Platoon-2 PRC-10's
Headquarters Section-3 PRC-10's

2 PRC-47
Regiment-PRC-10

PRC-47

P.G. COLLINS
CAPTAIN, USMC
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION:
(5)G-3
(2)G-2

3dMarines (4)
(1)2/3
(5)3dReconDn
(1)ReconOff

CoD3dRecon (4)

CONFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE (27)
2
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COPY.4..af~c lj!1e £; 

3d H€C~n03iBsatlOe Bn. 
D.A Nl~NG, RVN 
131900H October 1965 

PA~R.OL RE}ORT 
A ... 

DE;SIGNJiTION OF ?ATRO.L: Scat }.De1ta 

!11M'S: Vietnam 1;50,000, Sheet 6659 Ill, Series 1.,..701 

1. SIZE AND COI1POSITION Or<' PATROL: (2) Off (20) Enl (1) ARVN 

2. NlSSlON: 9:JnJuct an area r ec()nnaiSs8nCe)f E1€ph~~nt 
Vo llcy t') ,-,eteruine the ex tent of ener.lY Gct iv ity r.nv log 
Eastward. 

:3. ~nIE OF DEi)ju~TUR3: 090800H 

4. Tum OF RETURN: 12l800H 

5. ROUTE: Refer to orORD 459-65 

6. OBSERVATIONS: No physical :)1" visual c:Jnt~-·r·t: neJJf:. 

7. (,THER INFORHJiTION: 

(1) COI;u:nunicatl-ms Hith the AN/J)R.C/lO wasb' .<~ in th2 
high gr:mod and p")'}r in the ravines. 

(2) The area \'las 1nfested with lane: leeches. 

(3) Trail blazing was very cUff1cu1t. The gorges \1ere 
extremely danger')u8 due to steep grndients. 

8. RESUl..TS OF ENCOUi~TERS VfITH THE<; ENENY: No contact L1aC~e. 

9. CON1)lTION OF )j.. .. T:10L, INCLUDING DISi'OSITION OF' h.NY lJE;lL 
OR ~mUNDED: Gr)')Q. 

10. CONCLUSIONS iJID REC01'IHENlJATIONS: 

C')nclusion: Large tr')..)p EloveDent in i'lis are8 t'1r)ulCi 
be very :.Hfficult anQ (;·:! •• tx')J. c:xtrel'lCly 
difficult. 

C. H. SCIlOFANO 
lstLt Co. D 

11. A0DITIONAL COHNENTS BY DEBRIEB'ER: None. 

,gONli'lDENTl;iL 

'f ENCLOSURE r:J1) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

5-3
CONFIDENTI L

of 18copiesCopy
3d Reconnaissance Bn.
DA NANG, RVN
131900H October 1965

PATROL REPORT

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Scat 3-Delta

MAPS: Vietnam 1:50,000, Sheet 6659 III, Series I-701

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (2) Off (20) Enl (1) ARVN
2. MISSION: Conduct an area reconnaissance of Elephant

Valley to determine the extent of enemy activity woving
Eastward.

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 090800H

4. TIME OF RETURN: 121800H

5. ROUTE: Refer to OPORD 459-65

6. OBSERVATIONS : No physical or visual contact made.

7. OTHER INFORMATION:

(1) Communications with the AN/PRO/10 was good in the
high ground and poor in the ravines.

(2) The area was infested with land leeches.

(3) Trail blazing was very difficult. The gorges were
extremely dangerous due to steep gradients.

8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: No contact made.

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAL
OR WOUNDED: Good.

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

Conclusion: Large troup movement in this area would
be very difficult and control extremely
difficult.

C. H. SCROFANO
Co. DlstLt

11. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER: None.

CONFIDENTIAL
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,.. Jet /(j3C-o!C/ 84/ 
'oPll£;'fl!LcoPies 

CoD ~ )dReconBn 
1)\ NANG ,RVN 
08200<JH Oct 1965 
p,.60 

OPERA TION ORDER 4(;fJ ... 65 

Reft (a) an opp 339-65 
(b) MAP, VIETNAM, 1& 50,000, Sheet 66'J1 III 

1. ~U:~T~ij. . • 
a. 1Iiw. Current ISJM'SANDPIR'S. 
b. b:~@ndJ3. Current Ol'SUM'S .. 
c. AttQShmeptg. None. 

2. l'lISSIQJi. 1st PlatoopCoD oonduct reoonnnissande operatiolB FAST 
of an area bounded by NORTH SUUTH grid (AT 89) nnd NuRTH of grid 
FI.ST-'WEST (AT 88) from 10 .. 13 L>ct 65: to detp~m:I.n!) extent of VO 
activity. 

3. Em QIWL. 
a:~ ~MQ19t' ot2Dra tioljl Proceed by 6x6 at 1800 10 Oct to Coord 
{AT 926844 ot'f load and proe :ed overland •• Establish a pa trnl base 
in grid square (AT 89: 89). Conduct dnylight surveillance mis­
sion$ and night ambush ~peratione. Return to the drop off point 
by 0900 13 Oct to be picked up b.r 6x:6. . 

b. Make neoesJary messing and transportation arrangements thru 
.on 8-4 by 1200 9 Oot 65. 

o. Conrdi~te patrol activities with the S-3 of the 3d Marines and 
2d .dn, 3d ~rines by 16llC 9 Oot 65. 

d. Corom support 'toO.l be provided by H&S Section liD" Co. de prepared 
to establish a relay sta tion at Coord (AT 926844) at 1700 on 12 L>ct 65. 

e. no m io • 
1 Rules or Engagement will apply, 
;2 Be prepared to carry out further assignments in the field" 
3) Turn in Hst Qr patrc;.l 1Ilembers to S ... 3 prior to leaving,,· 

(4) ~e prepared to be debriefed 1/2 hour after return. 

4. AptgNlSWUOli AND WGI§tICa. Patrol SOP for 3 day operation.-

5. Cwt~lND AUP QQ_IW+Tt2Li~ AUg gmuNIg~. 
a. ft~'IW'u. . . 

Pr1mary-PRC-10 46.9 
J~l term. te-PRC-10 44.:3 
POO-47 2452 

b. Qal. ;~rwh 
Pa tl""l-sca t 1 Delta 
RegilOOnt,.STAKEOUT ';!1 
RelAy-Sell. T D.EL:r/l RlUA Y 

J 
DECLASSIFIED 
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Copy 15-22 copies
CoD, 3dReconBn
DA NANG ,RVN
082000H Oct 1965
P-60

OPERATION ORDER 460-65

Ref: (a) Bn UPC 339-65
(b) MAP: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheet 6659 III

1. SITUATION.
a. Enemy. Current ISUM'S AND PIR'S.
b. Friendly. Current UPSUM'S.
C. Attachments. None.

2. MISSION. 1st Platoon CnD conduct reconnaissande operations EAST
of an area bounded by NORTH SOUTH grid (AT 89) and NORTH of grid
EAST-WEST (AT 88) from 10-13 Uct 65. to determine extent of VC

activity.

3. EXECUTION.
a. Concept of operations Proceed by 6x6 at 1800 10 Oct to Coord

(AT 926844) off load and proceed overland. - Establish a patrol base

in grid square (AT 89 89). Conduct daylight surveillance mis-

sions and night ambush operations. Return to the drop off point

by 0900 13 Oct to be picked up by 6x6.

b. Make necessary messing and transportation arrangements thru

Bn S-4 by 1200 9 Uct 65.

c. Coordinate patrol activities with the S-3 of the 3d Marines and

2d 3n, 3d Marines by 1600 9 Oct 65.

d. Comm support will be provided by H&S Section "D" Co. Be prepared
to establish a relay station at Coord (AT 926844) at 1700 on 12 Uct 65.

e. Coordinating instructions.
(1) Rules of Engagement will apply.
(2) Be prepared tn carry out further assignments in the field.

(3) Turn in list of patrel members to S-3 prior to leaving.
(4) Be prepared to be debriefed 1/2 hour after return.

ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS. Patrol SOP for 3 day operation.4.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS AND ELECTRONICS.
a. Frequencies.

Primary-PRC-10 46.9
Alternate-PRC-10 44.3
PRC-47 2452

b. Call signs.
Patml-Scat 1 Delta
Regiment-SINKEOUT 29

Relay-SCAT DELTA RELAY
CUNFIDENTIAI
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C • U N 'F LP-lt.U . ..:.-. J'~)~ • •. ' ., 

o. !t~2t.tD.. ' 
(1) Continunus monitoring. 
(2) Report every hour utilizing ShLUTE and C{)N'l'l.CT. 

d. ~. 
THRWT: 90-89 

e. B!&N.,II,&l~TI~N. 
PI, 'rRuJ....2 PRC-10 I s 

1 PRC"47 
DONG DF1~ FElJ1Y-1800 10th to 1700 12th-l PRC-10 
Grid CoordinDtos (AT 926844)-1 MRC-38 From 1700 12th to 0900 13th. 

P. G. (;l\:LJN'~ 

CAP'J~.:,:j;, V::>hC 
;j OLlIdo.!~J i. ng 

1£.1. ~CLOSURE (;l~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

, 
<~~) 

DECLASSIFIED

CUNFIDENT

C. Reports.
(1) Continuous monitoring.
(2) Report every hour utilizing SALUTE and CONTACT.

d. Codes.
THRUST: 90-89

e. RADIO LOCATION.
PATROL-2 PRC-10's

1 PRC.-47
DONG DFN RELAY-1800 10th to 1700 12th-1 PRC-10
Grid Coordinates (AT 926844)-1 MRC-38 From 1700 12th tn 0900 13th.

P. G. GOLLINS
CAPTAIN, USMC
Connanding

DISTRIBUTION
(5)G-3
(2)G-2
(4)3dMarines
(1)2/3
(5)3dReconon
(1)ReconOff

CoD,3dRecon-n (4)
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• • 

Ref: (a ~ BnUpClrder 339-65 
(b. Nfl!?, V!ETltH1, 1: ,0,000, Cheet 66ti9 IV 

1. §I'tIJAJJQn. 
t\, ~~f.}':\'y:" Ct,rrent ISUWS AND PIntS. 
b , rC:,/,.l,O;':,t" Cm:'rent, OPSHH1,,)o 
c. l~l.J;~1',9~d¥::~"1," NnM", 

2. ~;~s.?r(.::~~ 2d rlr tonn, CoD COi1rl"cl' reoonnaissance nper'!'I, +,ions FJ~ST of 
all 3,,', ~~Fl CO'L'.,;·LJ 'ry NOH-'.Il! 8:\j'L~" hd.d. (AT &'9) o.nd. N"i.U.'l'H of FJ~.s~' lIT'ST 
g":~.rl ~/ve 3H) frnrll l3~".5' U:,y~. (,.\, t,,, d~te~min.e m:'cent of VC nct.hd. ty. 

3. ~})'1!~'!P'N., 
a p Q?~~:5!.ilt_of..!lP.gm:UrJl. Proceed by 6x6 a.t 1800 13 Oct 65 too Conrd 
(AT 91~Jt;/t4) offl()aCi. and proceed overland. Establish a patr,)l base 
in gr::.d (AT 89·,·88), oonduct daylight surveillanoe missions and night 
flmb~'fh operations. Return to the drop (Iff pnint by CJ700 jlJ Oct 65 
to he plcked 'tP by 61:.6. 

b. Contaot the 1st Platoon patrol Leader and oonrdinate 2d Platoon 
activities with the 1st Platoon, 80 that this patrl'll will ur,t "h:pUeate 
the previous patrols activities. 

o. Make neoessary patrol transportation and messlnc, ~~rangoments 
thru Bn S-4 by J 200 l.2 00 t 65. 

d. Coordinnte patrol aoUvities with the B-3 of the :d Marines and 
2di3n, 3dMnrines by 1600 12 uot 65. 

c. H&S Uect.ion, CnD Hill provide personnel fll)' fl '·l.d10-relny at 
CeoI'd (AT 9~(-J~/;t)" This r&lay ui:'..l g(l out t;rtl:.h :l,ll(: :)0 l"t:crp'l3:r'ed 
by the 2d j;'l<A.tn 'lD, 

d. pJ.lnr,i~ .11?-. t.,~,,~~=b~:r~.tL~n.1!.t.. 
(:1.) It·''l.d~' ,)f ~~",€a~(;m')!;t. \-iin apply. 
(2) ~( P)'E:~,.,l e'~ tf' C'.ll·~· nut f'IJrthe"J:' asS1 S,lr.l:1:1t 9 j n t.ha field. 
t~.~ 'tr.!'\'} :In JL:;t, nf ~)nt,;,"ol me;nbe~,'~ to 5.-3 J',::":,"I) '~( leaving. 
(!t~ B", ~'1JT"y~r'?j to ba de1'ri0ff3c1. 1/2 how aO: \,):, :.. .. ()t-ur'P., 

5. QQl.1l~~~r.)l~, .£'PI1~l1nll.G!~t~9Ji§JD~:U~1B..()!11<11. a. F~;'t;I)"{:r::'\: ',f ~ 
Pl:~i;~;~,y::)·r~0' .. 10 46~9 
AJ."lie::wt\;l-,?HC-10 44.3 
Ph(:~.~.'7 2452 

DECLASSIFIED

3d Recon

Copy
GoD, Aditadonin
DA NANG,RVT
100000000 65
F-51

OPERATION ORDER 161..65

(a) BnupOrder 339-65Ref:
(b) MAP, VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheet 6659 IV

1. SITUATION.
a. Euemy Current ISUM'S AND PIR'S.
b, Current OPSUM'S,
C. Attachments. None,

2. MISSION 2d Platoon, CoD conduct reconnaissance operations EAST of

an area bounded by NORTH soura grid (AT 89) and NORTH of FAST WEST

grid (AT 88) from 13-16 Oct 65, in determine oxtent of VC activity.

3. EXECUTION.
a, Concept of operation. Proceed by 6x6 at 1800 13 Uct 65 to Coord

(AT 926844) offload and proceed overland. Establish a patrol base

in grid (AT 89..88), conduct daylight surveillance missions and night
ambush operations. Return to the drop off point by 0700 15 Oct 65
tn be picked TIP by 6x6.

b. Contact the 1st Platoon patrol Leader and coordinate 2d Platoon

activities with the 1st Platoon, so that this patrol will not Applicate
the previous patrols activities.

C. Make necessary patrol transportation and messing arrangements
thru Bn S-4 by 1200 12 Oct 65.

d. Coordinate patrol activities with the S-3 of the 3d Marines and

2dBn, 3dMarines by 1600 12 Uct 65.

C. H&S Dection, CoD will provide personnel for a audio-relay at

Coord (AT 926844). This relay will go out with and be recovered

by the 2d Platnon,

d. Coordinating instructions,
(I) Rules date Engagement will apply.
(2) BC prepare? tn enery out further assignments in the field.

(3) Turn in Jist of patrol members to S-3 printer to leaving.
(4) BE prepared to be dubriefed 1/2 how A: isr start.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS Patrol SOP Inr 3 Jay operation.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS AND ELECTRONICS.
a. Feconomies,

46.9
Alternation.PRO-10 44.3
PRO-29 245?

CONFIDENTIAL
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b. 9~~ ... ~,~rJ.~!t ) 
PATROLnSOAT 2 DELTt. 
REGlMENT-STAY~UL~ 29 
REIJlY-SCAT 2 DLLTA REIAY 

c. ~~. 

• 

(1) Continuous mnnitnring. . 
(2) Repnrt every hnur utilizing SALUTE and CONTACT. 

d. Codruu, m' 'l'HRUST LINE: 9(). .. 69 

e. RA...P1Q l6JOA_':rlPJ{$:· 
PA TRVr....2 FRO··IO· ,4 

1 PRC"4';' 
RELAY-l MnC ... J8 

DISTRIBUTION. 
0-3 
G-2 
Jd*r1nes 
2/3 
.3dReonnBn 
ReoonOf'r 
CoD 

P. G. COLLINS 
CAPTA IN, US~ 
CC'lmnand1ng 

c fa! ti 1 IRE . N :r tAL. 

DECLASSIFIED 

.~ 
J 

.J 
" 
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5. Call signs,
PATROL-SCAT 2 DELTA
REGIMENT-STAKEOUT 29
RELAY-SCAT ? DELTA RELAY

c. Reports.
(1) Continuous monitoring.
(2) Report every hour utilizing SALUTE and CONTACT.

d. Codes.
(1) THRUST LINE: 90-89

e. RADIO LUCATIONS.
PATRUL-2 PRC-10'3

1 PRC-.4i
RELAY-1 MRC-38

P. G. COLLINS

CAPTAIN, USMC
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION:
(5)G-3
(2)G-2
(4)3dMarines
(1)2/3
(5)3dReconBn
(1)ReconOff
(4)CoD

CBONFIDENTIAL
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Copy No.~or/~Copies 
3d :'.econnaissanoe Bn 
DA NANG, VN 
De. te/Time 151400H 

"ATR0l! REf OW' 

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Soat 2 .. Delte. 

MAPS: Vietnam, 1,,0,000 Sheet No. 6659 IV Sere 1-701 

1. SIZE AND COMPOSItION OF PATROL: (1) Orf (14) Enl (1) USN (1) ARVN 
., ~ \. ~ .'., 

2. Oonduot reoonnaissanoe operat,ions East of ~e l:lr~tl bounded b,y NOl'tb8OUth 
grid (A. T 89) and North of Eastwat grid (AT 88). 

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: l31SOQl .. Ootober 1965 

4. TDiE OF mORN: 1507000 - October 1965 

5. ROUlE. Refer to .()peM.tl __ .oNer W'~ 

6., OBSERVATIONS, " :: .. { 

No physical or visual oon'taot mdt. 

7. CYl'HER INFIBMAT ION: 
~l) CommunioatiOllS throughout the patrol 8JOefl. 1188 exoellent. 

;' 

(2) The terrain was itl/0Sttct with land 1eeoh?ls •. 

(.3) l'h& woodoutters 'i:L'I),n "V"'I.:-, was Ut1l.1le4 l\~S appl'OXinately U tfllOt to 
1S feet wide, free o:!' b.: Ib.vtrap8, and t:r·3J.l. markers were not deteoted.. 

, 
(4) Cloud cover prevailed on the high ground making observation in the." 

lower SONG CA DE basin ippossible. 

(5) The rain tor(~st oano!)y was approximately 60 teet to 100 feet high in 
certain areas. 

8. mULTS OF ENOOUNl'ERS WITH :' . .1 ENEMY: No 10nL ~'L n:ade. 

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, IN:JLUDING DISPOSITION or ':;;'{ ':"EAD OR WOUNDED, Good. 

J..O .. CONCLUSIONS AND RroOMMENDATIONSs None 

11. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEBRlEFERI None 

T. V. MEYERS 
1st Lt. 00 D. 

" 

~ E li ·tll.! It 
'1 .ENCLOSURE c;27) 
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S-3

Copy No. 16 of 18 Copies
3d ^'econnaissance Bn
DA NANG, VN
Date/Time 151400H

PATROL REPORT

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Scat 2-Delta

MAPS: Vietnam, 1:50,000 Sheet No. 6659 IV Ser. L-701

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (1) Off (14) Enl (1) USN (1) ARVN
2.

2. Conduct reconnaissapoe operations East of the area bounded by Northsouth
grid (AT 89) and North of Eastwest grid (AT 88).

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 131800H - October 1965

4. TIME OF RETURN: 150700H - October 1965

5. ROUTE: Refer to Operation Order 399.65

6. OBSERVATIONS:

TIME COORDINATES OBSERVATION

No physical or visual contact made.

7. OTHER INFORMATION:
(1) Communications throughout the patrol area was excellent.

(2) The terrain was invosted with land leeches.

(3) The woodcutters trail in was utilized was approximately 14 feet to
15 feet wide, free of oc by traps, and trail markers were not detected.

(4) Cloud cover prevailed on the high ground making observation in the
lower SONG CA DE bagin impossible.

(5) The rain forest canopy was approximately 80 feet to 100 feet high in
certain areas.

8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH : ...I ENEMY: No contact made.

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OI ANY LEAD OR WOUNDED: Good.

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: None

T. V. MEYERS
1st Lt. Co D.

11. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER: None

CONFIDENTIAL
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CopY~f~;Loopies 
Col) ,3dReOonBn 
DA NANG,RVN 
26J.10OH Oct 65 

OPERATION ORDER 462-65 

Refl (a) SnOpO 339-65 
(b) MAP: VIETNAM, 1:5C~COO, 8heet 6659 III 

1. SITUATION. 
a. E!.ls. Current 18u"r ~ 8, nd i.'Ii:\ IS. 

b. [riend.v. Current 'Jl.'SUM's" 
c. a t:tp.obJpents ang det}1(jynent~. Nono¢ 

2. MISSlON~ 1st md 3d Pl8,tMns of GoD prnvide rec(lnnaissance surveil­
lance of RAOR 2 from 27-29 Oct 65 to determine extant of VC activity. 

3. EWWIQN. , 
a. CODcsPt '0. ripQ;atioD' On 27 Oct mnve by 6x6 to Bridge (AT 927 
84), thon after dark the 1st Platoon move to vicinity nf grid square 
(AT 91-89) establish a patrol rese and conduct operations. 3d Platnon 
move t(l vioinity of (AT 89-88) during hours of darkness and establish 
8, patrol blse. Both Plfltonns be reonvered by cnoo 29 Oct 65. 

b. Make necessary patrnl trnnspnrtati(ln and messing arrangemonts thru 
Bn S-4 by l<Jrn 26 Oct 65. 

c. Croordimte patr,"'l 'tctivities with the S-:: nf .the 3d l1lrines and 2/3 
by 1200 27 Oct 65, Mako ~~im~J.iar liais,-c.J \,,1.': .. ARVN units within area 
of (lper£1 tinn by 1600 27 lJc: 65.. 

d. H&S Soct:i 0 11 prnvid~!. 1")d'('~'Jary perSnll"Cl81 ;,' l,nn radio watches at 
3d Marines CP and (In (l~'".,-" ,~ ," required :lend ,1 relay t(l Bridge at Cnord 
(AT 92784)). 

e. COClrdioo tinK-:lJ:!:D~r~,.y~~;~\.C!\..f3",. 
tl) Rules of EngagUl:16nt will apply. 
(2) Be prepared to carry nut further.ssignments in the field. 
(3) Turn in list nf patrnl members to S ... ) prior to loo"Q:ing. 
(4) Be prepDrad to be debriefed 1/2 hour after return. 

4. aP..MI~"IQ1MTION AND WGIS'l'~gS. Conpan..v SOP for :2 day npera tionstl 

5. CO}1MtlND AND QQMMJlNICAIIQIiS 4M2 ~i&QTRQNICS. 
a. Erag\Wnc'~Q. 

Pr~r,y-PRC-10 46-9 
Alternate-PRO-IO 44.3 
PRIJ-47 2452 

DECLASSIFIED 
"Ir"-1 I 1 
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3d REC BN

CONFIDENTIAL
Copy16-0122copies
CoD,3dRedonBn
DA NANG,RVN
261100H Oct 65

OPERATION ORDER 462-65

(a) BnOpO 339-65Ref:
(b) MAP: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheet 6659 III

1. SITUATION.
a. Enemy. Current ISUM's a nd PIR's.
b. Friendly. Current OPSUM's.
C. Attachments and detachments. None.

2. MISSION. 1st and 3d Platoons of CoD provide reconnaissance surveil-

lance of RAOR 2 from 27-29 Oct 65 tn determine extent of VC activity.

3. EXECUTION.
a. Concept of operation. On 27 Oct move by 6x6 tn Bridge (AT 927

843), then after dark the 1st Platoon move to vicinity of grid square

(AT 91-89) establish a patrol base and conduct operations. 3d Platoon

move to vicinity of (AT 89-88) during hours of darkness and establish

a patrol base. Both Platoons be recovered by 0700 29 Oct 65.

b. Make necessary patrol transportation and messing arrangements thru

Bn S-4 by 1900 26 Oct 65.

C. Coordinate patrol activities with the S-3 of the 3d Marines and 2/3

by 1200 27 Oct 65. Make similiar liaisna with ARVN units within area

of operation by 1600 27 Uct 65.

d. H&S Section provide necessary personal an radio watches at

3d Marines CP and on correct : required send a relay tn Bridge at Coord

(AT 927843).

e. Coordinating instructions.
(1) Rules of Engagement will apply.
(2) Be prepared to carry out further assignments in the field.

(3) Turn in list of patrol members to S-3 prior tn leaving.

(4) Be prepared to be debriefed 1/2 hour after return.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS. Company SOP for 2 day operations.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS AND ELECTRONICS.

a. Frequencies
Primary-PRC-10 46.9
Alternate-PRC-10 44.3
PRC-47 2452

CONFIDENTIAL
(mal(Ed) 11
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b. Call signs. 
l.kraoL-. SCAT· 1 DELTA tt~d SCAT 3 DELTA 
REOIMEJ'{l'..8TAlCEO;V1' ',. ~' . . ~ .:... . 1 J, .•. ". . 
REIAY-sGAT DELTA REIAY(tf needed). 

c. ~. 
(1)ContinUf'lus mr'lni tnrins., 
(2) Report every hou.~ util:i7.:i.ng SALT1'J'E and C(1NT~CT. 

d. ~o~es. 
1 THRUST LINE: 91-~ 

~. l3APIO MAT IOij§. 
PLATOON.2PRC.10's. 
STAKEOl1l'-PRC-10 
REIAY-MRC-3S 

f. ~ 
On order deploy (1) MRC-38 to drnp off point. 

PISI5IBW ION. 
G-3 
G-2 
FSCC, ~rines 
~rines 

2/3 
3dReconBn 
Reoori)ff 
CoD,3dReonnBn 

P. G. COLLINS 
CAPTAIN, USMC 
Cnlll.llll.nding 

OONFIDitfTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED
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b. Call signs.
PATROL- SCAT 1 DELTA and SCAT 3 DELTA
REGIMENT-STAKESUT
RELAY-SGAT DELTA RELAY(if needed)

c. Reports.
(1) Continuous monitoring,
(2) Report every hour utilizing SALUTE and CONTACT.

d. Codes.
(1) THRUST LINE: 91-89

e. RADIO LUCATIONS.
PLATOON-2 PRC-10's.
STAKEOUT-PRC-10
RELAY-MRC-38

f. Ralar.
On order deploy (1) MRC-38 tn drop off point.

P. G. COLLINS
CAPTAIN, USMC
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION.
(5)G-3
(2)G-2

FSCC,3dMarines (3)
(1)3dMarines
(1)2/3
(5)3dReconBn
(1)ReconOff
(4)CoD,3dReconbn

-2-
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WIRkNl2BI 
DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Soat 1 .. Delta 

Copy »o~ot~oPie. 
3d Reeonna1.8Dnee Bn. 
M NANG, RVN 
2909008 Ootbber 1965 

MAPs: Vietnam, 1150,000, Sheet No. 66S9 III, Sere L.701 

1. SIZE AND COMPasrrION OF PATROL, (1) ott (15) EAt (1) USN 

2. MISSION, Provide reconMiuanee s\1l've111anoe ot MOR 1/2 

3. TIME OF DEPARTUREs 27170Q{ .. october 1965 

4. TIME OF RETURN, 29081511 - October 1965 

5. ROUTE: Reter to Operation Order 462-65 

6. OBSERVATION OF ENEMY AND TERRAINs 

(1) No p1l181cal or ViSUf11 contact ade. 

? Ol'HER INFORMATIONs 

(1) Hill 106 (AT 924875) provides excellent observation of g:rid (;'1:1£1.re 
(AT 9187) and (AT 9186), (AT 928111110 provides excellent routes 
ot..-8 from the SONG CA DE' ba.in to hill mass 506. Hill 106 
(AT 924875) wbuld make an excellent helb zone for npproxdmately 6 
Helo'a, 

(2) CoJftllNft1cations with the AN/PMJ 10 was poor throughout the area, 

(,3) The trail conplexea used vere tree of booby traps and trail .rkera. 

8. RESUI1l'S OF ENOOUNfERS W1'.rH THE ENEMI: No oontact. made. 

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION of ANY DEAD m WOUNDED: GOOD. 

10. CO~LUSIONS AND RIOOOH4ENDATIONS: 

ReeommeDaat1onsa From hUl oomplex 106 su1"ficient (lII.rl.1 WMPl2iC tit 
possible YO entrl into nt. NANG thrbUgh . lilA OR 1fJ. 1.n 
addition to low ground ambush sites at night below 
hill 106 1s afforded. 

11. ADlllTIOWlL DOMMEUl'S BY DEBRIEFER. None. 

c. J. DELGROSSO 
let Lt. Co. D 

2.Q.ti JI' II? i li T I b.oL 
q ENCLOSURE (30) 
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3d Reconnaissance Bn.
DA NANG, RVN
290900H October 1965

PATROL REPORT

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Scat 1- Delta

MAPS: Vietnam, 1:50,000, Sheet No. 6659 III, Ser. L-701

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (1) Off (15) Enl (1) USN

2. MISSION: Provide reconnaissance surveillance of RAOR #2

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 271700H - October 1965

4. TIME OF RETURN: 290815H - October 1965

5. ROUTE: Refer to Operation Order 462-65

6. OBSERVATION OF ENEMY AND TERRAIN:

(1) No physical or visual contact made.

7. OTHER INFORMATION:

(1) Hill 206 (AT 924875) provides excellent observation of goid square
(AT 9187) and (AT 9186), (AT 9287) also provides excellent routes
of agrees from the SONG CA DE' basin to hill mass 506. Hill 106
(AT 924875) would make an excellent help zone for approximately 6
Helo's.

(2) Communications with the AN/PRC 10 was poor throughout the area.

(3) The trail complexes used were free of booby traps and trail markers.

8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: No contact made.

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD OR WOUNDED: GOOD.

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

Recommendations: From hill complex 106 sufficient early warning of
possible VC entry into DA NANG through BAOR #2 in
addition to low ground ambush sites at night below
hill 106 is afforded.

C. J. DELGROSSO
1st Lt. Co. D

11. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER: None.

CONFIDENTIAL
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COPY~Of~OoPies 
CoD, 3d ReconBn. 
DA NANG, RVN 
2808000 Dot 1965 

OPERATION ORDER 463-65 

Refl (a) BnOporder 342-65 
(b) MAPI VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheet 6659 III 

1. Situation. 
a:--~. , Current ISUMI s and PIR1 s. 
b. Friendl.y. Current OPSUM's. 
c. Attachments and detaoqroent,s. None. 

2. MISSIQH. 2d Platoon, CoD condu:::t reoonnait;;sance operations in MOR 
2 ~ST of NORTHSOUXH grid (AT 88) from 29 oct to 31 Oct 65 to de­
termine extent of VC activity. 

3. ~XlOO ur' IQtl. 
a. ConcW2t of 0R~ration. Proceed by 6x6 to the bridge at Coord (AT 
927843) on 29 Oot. During the hours of darkness move to the objectivo 
area centered at Coord (AT 897890) establish a patrol base, conduct 
operations and return to the pickup point at the bridge by 0700 .31 O<.:t. 

b. Contact the 3d Platoon Leader and ooordinate with that Platoon on 
their previous patrol-that area. 

c. Make necessary patrol transportation and messing arrangements thru 
Bn S-4 by 0900 29 oct 65. 

d. Coordinate patrol activities with the S-3 of 2/3 and 3d Marines 
by 1300 29 Oct 65. 

e. Insure that H&S Sectinn \till provide a comm-re1ay a t the drop 
off paint if communications is not oontinuous. 

f. coor~ina. ti~ in~truc.tions . 
'(1jUles 0 Engagernent~ll appl,y. 
(2) Be prepared to bQrry out further assignments in the field. 
(3) Turn in list of pat:r.o1 members to 8-3 prior to leaving. 
(4) Be prepared tobo debriefed 1/2 hour after return. 

4. AIJ~L~ . .QJLa1iLL.10QJpTIP.,g.Company SOP for 2 day patrols. 

5. Q.Q..~.ml..h1iQ ... Qi),ltr.mJQf11m.~A~.l~..Q1il . .Q§ .• 
I). 0 rr~Ull~ll.'C!~-, 

PRIJv'!\.RY·,PitC-10 /,6.9 
Al terM te.-FRC-JO 4IH .3 

" 
" •• 111 • 

• ' I' 1\ . 
.. ,. 1 

, , 
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CoD, 3d ReconBr
DA NANG, RVN
280800H Oct 1965

OPERATION ORDER 463-65

Ref: (a) BnOporder 342-65
(b) MAP: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheet 6659 III

1. Situation.
a. Enemy. Current ISUM's and PIR's.
b. Friendly. Current OPSUM's.
c. Attachments and detachments. None.

2. MISSION. 2d Platoon, CoD conduct reconnaissance operations in RAOR
2 EAST of NORTHSOUTH grid (AT 88) from 29 Oct to 31 Oct 65 to de-
termine extent of VC activity.

3. EXECUTION.
Concept of operation. Proceed by 6x6 to the bridge at Coord (ATa.

927843) on 29 Oct. During the hours of darkness move to the objective
area centered at Coord (AT 897890) establish a patrol base, conduct
operations and return to the pickup point at the bridge by 0700 31 Oct.

b. Contact the 3d Platoon Leader and coordinate with that Platoon on
their previous patrol-that area.

C. Make necessary patrol transportation and messing arrangements thru
Bn S-4 by 0900 29 Uct 65.

d. Coordinate patrol activities with the S-3 of 2/3 and 3d Marines
by 1300 29 Oct 65.

8. Insure that H&S Section will provide a comm-relay at the drop
off point if communications is not continuous.

f. Coordinating instructions,
(1) Rules of Engagement will apply.
(2) Be prepared to barry out further assignments in the field.
(3) Turn in list of patrol members to S-3 prior to leaving.
(4) Be prepared to be debriefed 1/2 hour after return.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS. Company SOP for 2 day patrols.

5. COMMAND AND COMMINICATIONS AND ELECTRONICS.
20 Frequencies.

PRIMARY-PRC-10 16.9
Alternate-PRC-10 44.3

CONFIDENTIAL

Encl (31)
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~ RO CAT 2 DEDrA 

REGlMEm...sTAKEOtJl' 29 
RELAY-SCAT DEIlJ.'A REIAY 

o. F~J1.~ 
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(1) Continuous mOnitoring. 
(2) Report. every hour utilizing SALUTE and CONrACT. 

d. Cc"l.b3 
TJrf:mUST LINE~ 89 ... 89 

R:fRIBU.q9B.: (5) 
G-2 (2) 
3d»lr ines (1) 
FSCC ,3dMlr:tnes (3) ., 
2/3 (1.1.: 
3dReoontin t5) 
ReconOff ,I) 
OoD3dReconBn ~'I-) 

P. G. COLLINS 
CAPrA IN, USM) 
COJll!\'tl.nding 

DECLASSIFIED 
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CONFIDENTIAL

b. Call signs.
PATROL-SCAT 2 DELTA
REGIMENT-STAKEOUT 29
RELAY-SCAT DELTA RELAY

C. Reports.
(1) Continuous monitoring.
(2) Report every hour utilizing SALUTE and CONTACT.

d. Codes.
(i) THRUST LINE: 89-89

P. G. COLLINS
CAPTAIN, USMC
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION:
(5)G-3
(2)G-2
(1)3dMarines

FSCC,3dMarines (3)
(1)2/3
(5)3dReconDn
(1)ReconOff

(4)CoD3dReconBn
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DECLASSIFIED



I 

~ 88-\-
fliI <:) 
A <:r 
H 

/.Xi 
.$i!; 

o 
u 

DECLASSIFIED 

/ 

3 

DECLASSIFIED 

\ 
ENCI\SUR 1:£ ''7/' 

\ 

"VIETNAM

1:50,000

CONFIDENTIAL

Copy

17
of

22

copies

DE

NANG,

VIETNAM

COD,

3dReconBn

Sheet,

6659III

OPO

463-65

DROP

off

X

pick

UP

+88 92

CONFIDENTIAL

t
88

90



DECLASSIFIED 

" \ 

o Q N £:-.1.S=-l~ ,.Ji.3_:~.,,! 
. ' 

5-'3 • CopY/~oftL-CoP1eE 
3d Reoonnaissanoe Bn. 
DA NJ;~NG, RVN 
310730H October 1965 

PATROL REPORT --..------
DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Scot 2-De1ta 

MAPS: Vietnam, 1:50,000, Sheet No. 6659 lIT. :~er. L-'701 

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (15) En,;, :1,) USN (1) ARVN 

2. MISSION: Conduct recnnnl1ssonce operat1.:;',;.> tn RJ.OR #2 Ec~t 
-:>f Northsouth gr1d (N::' 88) to determine VC! uct1Yity. 

). TIME OF DEPAR'l'URE: 291830H - October 19::S 

4. TIME OF RE'IURN: 310'730H - October 1965 

5. ROUTE: Refer to Opernti')n Order 46)-65 

6. OBSERVATIONS: 

No physicol or Visual contaot mode. 

'7. arHER INFORMATION: 

(1) At 300830H (AT 896888). Observot 10n posts l'lere 
estn b11shed to observe the Eastern bas 1n of the SO~TG CI~ DE I 

and the troil complexes along hill oaSB 500. No moveoent 
of any kind was noted. 

(2) At 30l900H (AT 915861). The patrol estnb11shed un 
nmbush p~s1tion along a troil for the remainder of the night. 
No contact or sightings were made. 

(3) Comoun1cnt 10ns 1n the area of operation wos oons 1dered 
fair with the AN/PRC 10. 

(4) No booby traps or :rD11 markers were noted along the 
tra il oomplexes. 

8. RESUIJrS OF ENCOONTERS WI'I'H THE ENEMY: No contact fJade. 

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLlJDING DISPOS~! 1- I )~~ OF ANY DEAD 
OR WClJNDED: Good. 

10. CONCWSIONS AND RECOl"lMENDATIONS: None 

R. S. YNACAY 
SSgt 00. D 

11. JUIDITIONAL CONJI'lENTS BY DEBRlEFER: None 

C 0 11 F 1 D E~ T I A L If -.----.... ~Cr:OS\JRE (3/) 
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3d Reconnissance Bn.
DA NANG, RVN
31073OH October 1965

PATROL REPORT

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Scat 2-Delta

MAPS: Vietnam, 1:50,000, Sheet No. 6659 IIT Ser. L-701

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (15) Eni (1) USN (1) ARVN

2. MISSION: Conduct reconraissance operations in RAOR #2 East
of Northsouth grid (AM 88) to determine VC activity.

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 291830H - October 1965

4. TIME OF RETURN: 310730H - October 1965

5. ROUTE: Refer to Operation Order 463-65

6. OBSERVATIONS:

No physical or visual contact made.

7. OTHER INFORMATION:

(1) At 300830H (AT 896888). Observation posts were
established to observe the Eastern basin of the SONG CA DE'

and the trail complexes along hill mass 500. No movement
of any kind was noted.

(2) At 301900H (AT 915861). The patrol established an

ambush position along a trail for the remainder of the night.
No contact or sightings were made.

(3) Communications in the area of operation was considered

fair with the AN/PRC 10.

(4) No booby traps or trail markers were noted along the

trail complexes.

8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: No contact made.

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCINDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD

OR WOUNDED: Good.

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: None

R. S. YNACAY
SSgt Co. D

11. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER : None

ONFIDENTIALC
ENCLOSURE (31)
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3d Reoonnaissance Bn. 
DA NANG, RVN 
301900H October 1965 

PATROL REPORT 

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Soat l-Delta 

MAPs: Vietnam, 1:50,000, Sheet No .. 6658 IV. Sere L-701 

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (1) Off (2) Enl (1) USN 

2. MISSION: Conduct an underwater r1parian search for possible 
VC contraband from (AT 941615) to (AT 949617). 

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: JOll30H - October 1965 

4. TIME OF RETURN: J01820H - October 1965 

5. ROUTE: N/A 

6. OBSERVATIONS: 

.'!'lJ:.§ COORDINATES OBSERVATION 

301620H (AT 943615) A boey of a poss1ble VC was found 5 
meters from the river bank. 

301630H (AT 943615) One boat was found riddled by small 
arms fire. 

JOl645H (AT 943615) Th~eebcats Were found riddled with 
smnll arms f1re. 

7. OTHER INFORMATION: 

(1) At 301620H (AT 943615). A body of n possible VC was 
found riddled with 8mn11 orma fire 5 meters from the Sooth­
eastern bank of the SONG YEN. The dead VC wore dork cloth­
ing and did not possess any m1l1tory accessories. A 
straw hat near the b~dy waS found r1ddled with 80all arms 
fire. Indioations nre that the angle from,whioh the rounds 
entered the body were fired from an HU-I-E. 

(2) At )01630H (AT 943615). A small bont 10 f~et long and 
4 feet wide was found satur~ted with small,arms fire. The 
boat dld not contaln any contraband. A well used tra1l 
leading from the bank contained numerous s1ghtings of fresh 
bl(')od. A bamboo st1ck With gauze attached to both ends was 
V)cated. There was ble cxl on the st 1ck and gauze. Mev 1ng 
northe~st along the South bank, 3 small bQats approximately 
10 feet long and 4 feet w1de were located l'11th~n 50, ceters 
of one another. These boats had been riddled with small 
arms f1re. No evidence of contraband 

ENCLOSURE (3;;:; 
CON F I, ~ E N T ,I A L I 
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3d Reconnaissance Bn.
DA NANG, RVN
301900H October 1965

PATROL REPORT

DESIGNATION OF PATROL: Scat 1-Delta

MAPS: Vietnam, 1:50,000, Sheet No. 6658 IV, Ser. L-701

1. SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF PATROL: (1) Off (23) Enl (1) USN

2. MISSION: Conduct an underwater riparian search for possible
VC contraband from (AT 941615) to (AT 949617).

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE: 301330H - October 1965

4. TIME OF RETURN: 301820H - October 1965

5. ROUTE: N/A

6. OBSERVATIONS:

COORDINATESTIME OBSERVATION

301620H (AT 943615) A body of a possible VC was found 5
meters from the river bank.

301630H (AT 943615) One boat was found riddled by small
arms fire.

301645H (AT 943615) Three boats were found riddled with
small arms fire.

7. OTHER INFORMATION:

(1) At 301620H (AT 943615). A body of a possible VC was
found riddled with small arms fire 5 meters from the South-
eastern bank of the SONG YEN. The dead VC wore dark cloth-
ing and did not possess any military accessories. A
straw hat near the body was found riddled with small arms
fire. Indications are that the angle from which the rounds
entered the body were fired from an HU-I-E.

(2) At 301630H (AT 943615) . A small boat 10 feet long and
4 feet wide was found saturated with small arms fire. The
boat did not contain any contraband. A well used trail
leading from the bank contained numerous sightings of fresh
blood. A bamboo stick with gauze attached to both ends was
located. There was blood on the stick and gauze. Moving
northeast along the South bank, 3 small boats approximately
10 feet long and 4 feet wide were located within 50 meters
of one another. These boats had been riddled with small
arms fire. No evidence of contraband

ENCLOSURE (32)
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was detected. Craters resulting from a receni; a~.J" et .... 'tke 
were eV1dent in the oreo. A fuze assembly poss1Lly from 
an a1rcrft rocket WaS also found. A search of the river 
bottom resulted in negative find1ng& .• 

8. RESU IJI'S OF ENCOONTERS WITH THE ENEMY: No contact made. 
One VC f ')Und dead near the river bank. 

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCllJDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD 
OR WOUNDED: 0000. •. 

10. CONCWSIONS AND RECOMMENDATlONS: 

Conclusions; 

(1) That the four boats found, were used in conjuct1on with 
one another, and appeared to have been intercepted by HU-I 
E aircraft while possibly oarry1ng oontraband. The 
abudance of '1000 found on the trail near the stream bank 
indicated the possib11ty of mo~e va casualties. 

C. J. DEL GRASSO 
1st Lt. Co., D 

11. ADDITIONAL CClU1ENTS BY DEBRIEB'ER: 

Indlcatl~ns are that the b:1ats were being used to ferry 
VC elements that had attacked the 1/1 perimeter in the earl, 
morning hours. 

;L 
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was detected. Craters resulting from a recent air strike
were evident in the area. A fuze assembly possibly from
an aircrft rocket was also found. A search of the river
bottom resulted in negative findings.

8. RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ENEMY: No contact made.
One VC found dead near the river bank.

9. CONDITION OF PATROL, INCLUDING DISPOSITION OF ANY DEAD
OR WOUNDED: Good.

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

Conclusions;

(1) That the four boats found, were used in conjuction with
one another, and appeared to have been intercepted by HU-I
E aircraft while possibly carrying contraband. The
abudance of blood found on the trail near the stream bank
indicated the possiblity of more VC casualties.

C. J. DEL GRASSO
1st Lt. Co. D

11. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY DEBRIEFER:

Indications are that the boats were being used to ferry
VC elements that had attacked the 1/1 perimeter in the early
morning hours.

CONFIDENTIAL
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.' • • Recon Group A '" CONFIDENTIAL 
COO IAI.. VIET NAM 
301200 Sept 1965 

Group Order 9-65 

Ref: (a) BnOpO 337~65 
(b) Map: VIETNAM, 1:S0,OOO, TRI BINH 6757 III, AMS L701 

Time Zone: II 

TASK ORGANIZ ... I.TION: 2nd 1'1 t (Rc in), Co B (Rein) J )rd Reoonnaissance Bat­
tali on. 

1. SITU;~TION 

a. Ene~ Forces, See curr:;;:t. ~~3m5S. As briefed. 

b. rrien~l Forc~~e See ourrent OPSUYS. As briefed~ 

o. ~\ttachmGnts and Detachments. None • • 

2. MISSION. 'l'o establish surveillance and conduct area reconnaissance 
on the villages of Dong Co, Dong Nhon, the avenues of approach from the 
north and northec.st, and the orea slll':"rounding Hills 4101 ~.e6 and J2? !lot 
coordinates (m' 389~35), (I!1' 4¢7¢J7~, and (m 42¢0?8), respectively, to 
report Viet Cong troops, artillery, positions and ~upplies. 

3. ~XECUTION 

a. 2nd P1t. (Rein), Co B (Rein) will land at L-Hour on R-Day in 
LZ Banaha and move to establish OPts Philadelphia~ Atlanta and Mont" 
gomol"Y by R+l. OPla will be maintained through R+J whereupon the tf':2.mr­
will rendezvous at III Pineapple for pickup (See 1um.ex 1., Operation 0\,(:' ... r:' 
lay) .at W .. Hour on R+3. 

b. Co D ( .. )(Rein) will maintain 8 Liaison Team in the 4th Marines 
COO from L-l on R-DaY' to W+ lOll ; ~.; ) ., 

o. C.oorAil1~tins Instructi022, 

(1) R-Day is. Q,{ f2cr , 
( 2) L-Hour is 18¢¢H 

" 

(3) W .. Hour is _.-.16..:...fJ/J_~ ___ , _. 

(4) Landing Zone Banana is.located at (BS 367¢3S). 

(5) Landing Zone Pineapple is located at (00 4¢7¢3¢). 

(6) landing Zone Coconut is looated at (BS IJl~¢3¢), and is the 
alternate p~ckup zone. 

(7) Platoon Commander will briel his platoon 1n det~1l on R-l. 
CONF IDENTIhL 

I ENCLOSURE (1.3) 
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Recon Group ACONFIDENTIAL
CHU LAI, VIET NAM
301200 Sept 1965

Group Order 9-65

Ref: (a) BnOpO 337-65
(b) Map: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, TRI BINH 6757 III, AMS L701

Time Zone: H

TASK ORGANIZATION: 2nd Plt (Rein), Co B (Rein), 3rd Reconnaissance Bat
talion.

1. SITUATION

a. Enemy Forces. See current ISUMS. As briefed.

b. Friendly Forces. See current OPSUMS. As briefed.

C. Attachments and Detachments None.

2. MISSION. To establish surveillance and conduct area reconnaissance

on the villages of Dong Co, Dong Nhon, the avenues of approach from the

north and northeast, and the area surrounding Hills 410, 1.86 and 127 at

coordinates (BS 389035), (B) 407037), and (BS 420(28), respectively, to

report Viet Cong troops, artillery, positions and supplies.

3. EXECUTION

a. 2nd Plt. (Rein), Co B (Rein) will land at L-Hour on R-Day in
LZ Banana and move to establish OP's Philadelphia, Atlanta and Mont-

gomery by R+1. OP's will be maintained through R+3 whereupon the teams

will rendezvous at LZ Pineapple for pickup (See Annex A, Operation
lay) at W-Hour on R+3.

b. Co B (-) (Rein) will maintain a Liaison Team in the 4th Marines

COC from L-1 on R-Day to W+1 on 3,

C. Coordinating Instructions

02 OCT(1) R-Day is .

1800H(2) L-Hour is

1600H(3) W-Hour is .

(4) Landing Zone Banana is located at (BS 387035).

(5) Landing Zone Pineapple is located at (BS 407030).

(6) Landing Zone Coconut is located at (BS 415030), and is the

alternate pickup zone.

(7) Platoon Commander will brief his platoon in detail on R-1.

CONFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE (33)
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OONFIDEN'I'L~L • • (8) Debriefing will be conduoted by Reoon Group i.lpha C.O. and 
the intelligence ohief after the retUI'n of the platoon to t.:le company 
area. 

(9) Standing rules of engagement apply and will rc observed. 

(10) The platoon will avoid oontact or oompromise ~y indiGenous 
personnel, 

(11) Enemy sightings will be reported inrnediatclyc 

(12) Civilinn movement will be reoorded but not reported by radio 
unless unusual. 

(13) Platoon commander be prepared to: 

(0.) Request reinforoements if contact ,dth enemy 1s madoe 

(b) Roconlmend attaok on any large va unit sighted or cont.~ 
acted. 

(c) Hecommend approprinte landing zones for reinforoements 
or attno]<:ing forces. 

(14) Enemy contact in V'e form of sniping and ambush is permitted 
only when the platoon' commander ;. uds it will not jeopardize his pr:Lmary 
mission. 

(15) ~\rtillery fire and air strikes will be requested as outlined 
in lumex G (Supporting l~rrns). 

(16) Thrust Lines: 

(a) n .. Da.y .. 38¢4 
R+l .. 39¢3 
R+2 .. 4~¢2 
R+3 .. 41¢1 

4. ADMINISTRATION 1.ND LOOISTIOS 
¢ • 

a. Rations. Platoon will oarry rice and nOI tor three 0) days • .. 
b. Arms Md Imu\lunition. ~\.s desigrulted by platoon oommander. 

I • J 

c. ~E~cj~ul EquiEmen~ 

(1) The platoon will oarry four (4) red air panels and foul' (4) 
yellow smoke. 

(2) Camouflage uniforms are permitted, 

(3) Two (2) AN-339 hOlrir..: antennas lv111 be carried. 

.::L 
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(8) Debriefing will be conducted by Recon Group Alpha C.O. and
the intelligence chief after the return of the platoon to the company
area.

(9) Standing rules of engagement apply and will be observed,

(10) The platoon will avoid contact or compromise by indigenous
personnel.

(11) Enemy sightings will be reported immediately,

(12) Civilian movement will be recorded but not reported by radio
unless unusual,

(13) Platoon commander be prepared to:

(a) Request reinforcements if contact with enemy is made.

(b) Recommend attack on any large VC unit sighted or conte
acted.

(c) Recommend appropriate landing zones for reinforcements
or attacking forces.

(14) Enemy contact in the form of sniping and ambush is permitted
only when the platoon commander feels it will not jeopardize his primary
mission.

(15) Artillery fire and air strikes will be requested as outlined
in Annex G (Supporting Arms).

(16) Thrust Lines:

(a) R-Day - 3804
R+1 - 3903
R+2 -4002

-- 4101R+3

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS

a. Rations. Platoon will carry rice and MCI for three (3) days.

b. Arms and Ammunition. As designated by platoon commander.

C. Special Equipment

(1) The platoon will carry four (4) red air panels and four (4)
yellow smoke.

(2) Camouflage uniforms are permitted.

(3) Two (2) AN-339 homing antennas will be carried.
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(1) All casualties wiJ.: ';e reported immediately by code desig.. ' 
nation as described in Annex D" ,dio Brevity Code) and Annex F (Reports). 

(2) Extent of wounds \\1: •. !.1. be desoribed. 

(.3) Minor casua.lties win be tre~ted but not evacuated. 

(4) Serious casualties will be eva.cuated and also the entire 
team involved if deemed necessary by the platoon commandel'i! 

e. Prisoners. If it becomes neoessary to tnke a priLjner to avotiid 
compromise of the r.iission l the prisoner '!-Till be evaouated:;r. conclusion of 
the mission. 

~. CONM.L\ND AND COl'f1UNICNl'IONS 

a. Communications ---..-..---
(1) Platoons will use a AN/PRC-IO radio as the primary means of 

communication with the liaison team. 

(2) Intr,a"patrol communioations vtill be by AN/PRO-IO. 

(3) PlQtoon will report every'siX (6) hours by code word comm­
encing at L-Hour (Sec Annexes]) and F). 

(h) Challenge and password bet"Tccn teams will be numb".erf1~~·(.1°9. 

(~) If it becomes neC(:8'~[.ry lor a. pat:colmemberto reo-enter f 
friendly'lines, he will reply !i!( '.::on" if ohallenged, followed :')y his name 
and rank. 

(6) Helicopters will bu landed with radio oontact if possible. 
Yellow smol{e inll be used to designate the 12. Ii' no radio contact is 
established, "a single red panel vJill bE:; displayed inaddi"l;,lon to the 
yellow smoke. 

b. Corrnnnnd. Platoon Commander will report to Regimen-:.al Recon Lia­
ison and accept ell orders from that station. Teams. are~~1der complete 
control of their platoon. 

~eSf A - Operation Overlay 
B - None 
C - None 
D - Radio Brevity Code 

,-' 1'-' ,', ~.,~ ._.r" __ '" _._ ,.,,' 

/ J1'J1ES L: COMPTON 
Captain U.S. Nar~.ne Corps 

C.O. Co B, 3rdReconBn. 

E - Rrequency Assignment Table 
F .. Reports 
G - Supporting Arms 

CONFlDEW:'IJu. -3-
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d. Casualties

(1) All casualties will be reported immediately by code desig-

nation as described in Annex D dio Brevity Code) and Annex F (Reports).

(2) Extent of wounds will be described.

(3) Minor casualties will be treated but not evacuated.

(4) Serious casualties will be evacuated and also the entire

team involved if deemed necessary by the platoon commander

e. Prisoners. If it becomes necessary to take a priconer to avoid

compromise of the mission, the prisoner will be evacuated or conclusion of

the mission.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS

a. Communications

(1) Platoons will use a AN/PRC-10 radio as the primary means of

communication with the liaison team.

(2) Intra-patrol communications will be by AN/PRC-10:

(3) Platoon will report every six (6) hours by code word comm-

encing at L-Hour (See Annexes D and F).

(4) Challenge and password between teams will be number/system:99.

(5) If it becomes necessary for a patrol member to re-enter f

friendly lines, he will reply From" if challenged, followed by his name

and rank.

(6) Helicopters will be landed with radio contact if possible.

Yellow smoke will be used to designate the LZ. If no radio contact is

established, a single red panel will be displayed in addition to the

yellow smoke.

b. Command. Platoon Commander will report to Regimental Recon Lia-

ison and accept all orders from that station. Teams are under complete

control of their platoon.

JAMES L. COMPTON

Captain U.S. Marine Corps
C.O. Co B, 3rdReconBn.

Attriexes: A - Operation Overlay
B - None
C - None
D - Radio Brevity Code
E - Frequency Assignment Table
F - Reports
G - Supporting Arms
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Annex D (Radio Brevity CO(:") to Op ili'der 9-&$' 

~e si.rm;d to pr ovide : 

a. A mear,; vi L.mding short, ea ,ily understood messag',;., 

b~ Some de;:{'::'c of rRdio securi ty W:~.tJl)ut resorting to a l('nr; thy, 
difficult to USe '::,mple s~rstemo 

2. The foJ.lovlin3 rnc:ssa( ~, (·d~·l be seE', by the code words sho\m: 

MESSAGE CODE 

Departed from known locpt,ion 
Arr'ivod at assigned po:::'.: 11m 
Chm1[~4 .. ~lg to altcrnl1te jrcquency 
Retl.l"ii.ng to base or r ,inp 

Any city in '(~'-' S, 
Any country 
Ilhlackout" 
Any U" S., automobile 
tl,Mott,nn.1.'yll (plus last name 
ItHol3t>H.iil" in~":,ial & last 

"r'''' ", 

IISun~et" 3 eli;',··, ·l·s of 
sf::f5~aJ t,1:~!, 

f'vr f:I:'.' ~Ki.:y) 
Eng[:~~;<2d with l'nerny 
Missj.on Comp'!.'omised 

II Bullseye" 
IIHome Runu 
Any animal 
IIJ - ::,:potll 

ChecKi.ng i11 on scheduled rf."'orting time 
Arti.~, i.·TV Piece (position) 

3. Resupply Code 

CODE 

A 
B 
C 

E 
F 
G 
H (Color) 
I 
J 
K 
L 
M 
N 

° 

7 .6~.' ):, 'I 

')1.~5 cal. 
.)0 cal. (carbine) 
40 rom 
Prag grena.des 

9Qi}Nl:rr 

U!1i t o:P fire (100 rr,s) 
Box of ,0 
Bandolier 0 120 rdfl 
Bandolier 01 (; ~'ds 
1 erl,,,!h 

vJP ;:-'l"enades 
Tl'..'~:"':-,ion gren.acJ~s 

1 each 
1 eg(~~il 

E ~mades '. eacr! 
}. Case of 12 
W· iOt J ('.fm ,: ga:') 
11-.,\.".1 sutJPUes .) L1[; (unit'.) 
R '::. ~') 1 each 
BA-}'. ~:' each 
H-33 handse t. 1 each 

PRe··10 (complote) /'~) 1 each /~ 

". !/;/1.~ / L-? -
JAMES L. COMPT('~ ~ 

Ca1.)tain U,S. Marine Oorpi:> 
C.O. CoB, 3rdRecon"ii 

.5 
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Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) to Op Order 9-65

1. Concept. Code words a designed to provide:

a. A means 01 sending short, easily understood messag to

b. Some degree of radio security without resorting to a lengthy,

difficult to use couple system.

The following messa S will be sent by the code words shown:
2.

CODEMESSAGE

Any city in To S.Departed from known location
Any countryArrived at assigned position
"blackout"Changing to alternate frequency
Any U. S. automobile

Returning to base or cump
(plus last name

"Hospitäl" initial & last

"Sunset" 3 digits of
MIA

social
mally)for fr.

"Bullseye"Engaged with enemy
"Home Run"Mission Compromised
Any animalChecking in on scheduled reporting time
"J-ispot"Artillary Piece (position)

3. Resupply Code

QUANTITYITEMCODE

Unit of fire (100 rcs)7.62 11 1A
Box of 5045 cal.B
Bandolier 0 120 rds.30 cal. (carbine)C
Bandolier of 6 rds40 mmD
1 eachFrag grenadesE
1 eachWP crenadesF
1 eachIllination grenadesG
? eachH (Color) S enades
Case of 121I
J can I ga?)WinerJ
1 cag (unit 2)Motional suppliesK
1 eachB - 279L
2 eachBA-30M
1 eachH-33 handsetN

PRC-10 (complete) 1 each

Tin
Ok

0

JAMES L. COMPTO
Captain U.S. Marine Corps

C.O. CoB, 3rdReconRn
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Armex E (Frequency Assignment Table) to Op Order 9-65 

1. A relay station nill be established on Hill 69. 

2. The follovdng frequencies are assigned for use: 

CODE ~ Nl~T STATIONS 
J • .• • " 

Reoon Group A 
COO IJ\.I" VmT Nl\J.l 
),,1200 Sept 1965 

FRi:.qUEHCIES 
e $ , 

R-10 Patrol Comm::md Plt. (Scnt Bravo) 38.8 

R .. l) .Uternnte Plt. (So~t Bravo) 44 • .3 

D-42 Helicopter Command N~ilFile 4),$ 

3. The i'ol111hTing frequencies nre prov1dE'Jd for emergency usa only; 

CODE i:l NET CONTROL ST:lTION • - , - C.ALL SIGN .. . FREOUENCIES 
W' l' 

D .. 2,36 DnTM lstBn wth 
D ... 230 BnTno 2ndBn 1.1 t.r. 
D-206 Dn'l'ac )rdBn ;;'''1 

CONFIDENTL\L 
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Recon Group ACONFIDENTILL
CHU LAT, VIET NAM
301200 Sept 1965

Annex E (Frequency Assignment Table) to Op Order 9-65

1. A relay station will be established on Hill 69.

2. The following frequencies are assigned for use:

FREQUENCIESSTATIONSCODE # NET

38.8Plt. (Seat Bravo)R-10 Patrol Command

44.3Plt. (Scat Bravo)AlternateR-13

43.5NailFileHelicopter CommandD-42

3. The following frequencies are provided for emergency use only;

FREQUENCIESCALL SIGNCONTROL STATIONCODE it NET

46.81stBn Lith Pied PiperD-236 BnTac
45.8Sudden Death2ndBn 4thBnTacD-230
42.9Wharehouse3rdBn 3rdD-206 EnTac

for
Of

JAMES L. COMPTON
Captain U.S. Marine Corps

C.O. CoB, 3rdReconBn.
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Annex F (Reports) to Op Order 9-~~"-

1. Reports Required: . 

REPORT ..... ' ........ -.-

SitRep 

Salute 

Contaot 

Compromise 

Departure 

Arrival 

Changing 
Position 

Casualties 

REPORTrNG·n~-rT PERIOD OF FREQUENCY ........ , -

Ph,toons Every 6 hours 

Teams I Plt.~. Each occurrence 
(Relay) 

Teams, p~ ts o 
(Relay) 

Teams, Plts, 
(Relay) 

Teams. Plts. 
(Relay) 

Teams, Plts. 
. (Relay) 

Teams, Plts. 
(Relay) 

Teams, Plts. 
(Relay) 

Each occurrence 

Each occurrenoe 

:::ach occurrence 

}2[ ..!11 o.:'currence 

Each occurrence 

Foach occurrence 

,,'()TES -

Use oode 

Use format: do 
not use report 
title 

" II II 11 

Use code 

Use code 

Use code and 
thrU?":. line 

Use code 

Use cod~ for type 
and pel'oon, give 
". ~tent of imj ury 
in clear 

2. All teams ,,~iL. monitor for l~ minutes at 0200, 1000 and 15,')0 daily 
~or possible relay. 

3. It ~ill be 'assumed that a team has no radio contact if a scheduled 
report is not made with-i,n,;,'o hours of time required o Rec<:yery procedures 

,,/ / \ 
will be initiated at thi' .. ,'".... ,1"-"'" 

. / j (/., A'+ 

..... "C~-.'~ ,/ ~-;j:._. 
JAMES L. COMPTON .' 

Captain U.S. l1arine Corps 
C,O. CoB, 3rdReconBn 
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Annex F (Reports) to Op Order 4-65

1. Reports Required:

TESPERIOD OF FREQUENCYREPORTING TTREPORT

Every 6 hours Use codePlatoonsSitRep

Use format: doEach occurrenceTeams, Plt.Salute
not use report(Relay)
title

11 11 11 IIEach occurrenceTeams, P, is.Contact
(Relay)

Use codeEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Compromise
(Relay)

Use codeEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Departure
(Relay)

Use code andEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Arrival
thrust line(Relay)

Use codeTeams, Plts. Each occurrenceChanging
(Relay)Position

Use code for typeTeams, Plts. Each occurrenceCasualties
and person, give(Relay)
suctent of injury
in clear

2. All teams will monitor for 15 minutes at 0200, 1000 and 1500 daily
for possible relay.

3. It will be assumed that a team has no radio contact if a scheduled

report is not made within hours of time required. Recovery procedures
will be initiated at this

In
It

JAMES L. COMPTON

Captain U.S. Marine Corps
C.O. CoB, 3rdReconBn
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Annex G (Supporting Arms) to Op Order 1"-(0-
1. GENERlI.L 

• Re ~Qn {l:,r.oup .itA" 
OHtJ lAIs (fIET Niu'1 

,.$0/;2.00 Se,Pr 6..~ 

a. 3rdBn (- )(Rein), 12th l\larines .trtUleIlY gll'oUlp11lent. i$ pI'ovid:itlg support 
for this operation. One 011 howitzer and one platoon 0':' 1$5mrn. howitzers have 
been placed in direct support~ 

b. lstmW provides armc'i helicopters and close air support as required. 
Beginning R-Day at L-15 artHlery and air SUppOl't is on call. 

2. yX}i!CUTION 

[i" Be prepa.r!3o to call and adjust artUlery fire if engaged or di~cov ... 
ered in order to facili ta te wi thd.!'awal anl~ reoovery~ 

b. Be prepared to call and direc'c air when available to fl:tcilitate 
withdrawal and recovery. 

c. Be prepared to call and :.~djust air or artillery on important 
targets of opportunity as discovered. 

d. Coordinatini Inqtruction! 

(1) Supporting firc~' will be requested and adjus\:,0d through the 
recon report net~ 

(2) Liaison Officer will relay requests and adjustments immediate·· 
ly to 4th Marines FSCC to pass to 3rdBn, l2'~h Marines FDC or MA.G .. 12 as 
appropriate. 

(J) If an air s+,~'i!:e 4.S requested and approved, the team request­
ing the mission will dis~lay n single red panel at its position when air-

/ ~/:/ ... 
craft are on station. r< .... , .. , .. _'. .~-, ..... ", 

<.". /,,/,'-;- I -, ... ~ 
JAMES L. COMPTON 

Captain U.S. Marine Corps 
C .. :". CoB, 3rdReconBn. 
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Annex G (Supporting Arms) to Op Order 9-65

1. GENERAL

a. 3rdBn (-)(Rein), 12th Marines Artillery groupment is providing support

for this operation. One E" howitzer and one platoon of 155mm howitzers have

been placed in direct support.

b. 1stMAW provides armori helicopters and close air support as required.

Beginning R-Day at L-15 artillery and air support is on call.

2. EXECUTION

a Be prepared to call and adjust artillery fire if engaged or discov-

ered in order to facilitate withdrawal and recovery.

b. Be prepared to call and direct air when available to facilitate

withdrawal and recovery.

C. Be prepared to call and adjust air or artillery on important

targets of opportunity as discovered.

d. Coordinating Instructions

(1) Supporting fires will be requested and adjusted through the

recon report nets

(2) Liaison Officer will relay requests and adjustments immediate..

ly to 4th Marines FSCC to pass to 3rdBn, 12th Marines FDC or MAG-12 as

appropriate.

(3) If an air strike is requested and approved, the team request-

ing the mission will display a single red panel at its position when air-

Jun
7 It

craft are on station.

JAMES L. COMPTON

Captain U.S. Marine Corps
C.C. CoB, 3rdReconBn.
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• RECON GROUP ATFA 
3rd Reconnaissance Batta.lion 

3rd Marine Division, III Marine Amphibious Force 
c/o FPO, San Francisco, 96601 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding Officer, )rd Reconnaissanoe Battalion 

Subj: Patrol Report, Operation 5'.65. 2 .. 5 October 196~ 

Ref: (a) DivO 3460.1 

EWN:rjm 
6 Oct 1965 

(b) Recon Group Alfa Order 9-6$ 
(c) l~p: Vietnam, 1:$0,000 Tri Binhl 6757 III, Series L701 

Enc1: (1) Patrol Route and Ener~ Contact Overlay 

1. In accordance with reference (a), the follOWing report is submitted. 

2. Units participating in Operation 9-6$= 

2nd Platoon, Co B (Rein), 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion 

3. a. a,mera1 Review of Si,nifioant Events, The mission lJ[,S to establish 
sutveillance over the vi!lages 01 ~ong ~6 and Dong Nhon in grid ~quares . 
m' 4001, B'I' 4101 and BT 4102. The 2nd Platoon, Co B, 3rd Recon BCl,tto.lion, 
landed in LZ Banana. at 021610H,,(See ~e.trol Route Overlay; Enclosure (1»), 
The platoon moved along the patrol route dropping off teams Montgomery and 
Philadelphia as shown on patrol route overlay. The cp/or Atlanta wns then ' 
established as shown. Four ve harbor sites were found; BT 426011, BT 41?032, 
l3T 410034 and BT Lo6033. 17 VC wel'e observed during the operation. 2 con­
tacts were made. 2 VCS captured, 1 vee WL\ captured. During the three days 
of operation there 'were 407 civilians seen working in the rice paddies in 
the objective area, There were six artillery concentrations called on t~r­
gets at BT 422024, BT 413033, In' 410033, BT 405033 and BT 418033, all \-Jith 
negative results. There were no Marine KIA or VJIA sustained. The following 
is a chronological listing of significant events: 

021810H. Helilift complc~:.e at BT 4,33008. 

021820H. Registered ru·tillery concentrations ex ll6, 118, and 119 
on enemy harbor sites. 

030l00H, Established harbor site at coord BT 427015. 

030600H. Moved out of harbor 81 tel 

030730H. Found old harbor site at least 8 months old, at coord BT 
426017, 4- holes dug into side of btmk of stream, several old sheUer fro.rnes 
collapsed, one thntched roof house, 14 l:ly 16 feet. No signs of recent occ .. 
upation. 

CJ ENCLOSURE (~ 
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RECON GROUP ALFA
3rd Reconnaissance Battalion

3rd Marine Division, III Marine Amphibious Force

c/o FPO, San Francisco, 96601

EWN:rjm
6 Oct 1965

From: Commanding Officer
Commanding Officer, 3rd Reconnaissance BattalionTo:

Subj: Patrol Report, Operation 9-65. 2-5 October 1965

(a) DivO 3480.1Ref:
(b) Recon Group Alfa Order 9-65
(c) Map: Vietnam, 1:50,000 Tri Binh, 6757 III, Series L701

Encl: (1) Patrol Route and Enemy Contact Overlay

1. In accordance with reference (a), the following report is submitted.

2. Units participating in Operation 9-65:

2nd Platoon, Co B (Rein), 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion

3. a. General Review of Significant Events: The mission was to establish
surveillance over the villages of Dong Co and Dong Nhon in grid squares
BT 4001, BT 4101 and BT 4102. The 2nd Platoon, Co B, 3rd Recon Battalion,
landed in LZ Banana at 021810H. (See Patrol Route Overlay, Enclosure (1)).

The platoon moved along the patrol route dropping off teams Montgomery and

Philadelphia as shown on patrol route overlay. The CP/OP Atlanta was then

established as shown. Four VC harbor sites were found; BT 426017, BT 412032,
BT 410034 and BT 406033. 17 VC were observed during the operation. 2 con-
tacts were made. 2 VCS captured, 1 VCC WIA captured. During the three days
of operation there were 407 civilians seen working in the rice paddies in
the objective area. There were six artillery concentrations called on tar-

gets at BT 422024, BT 413033, BT 410033, BT 405033 and BT 418033, all with

negative results. There were no Marine KIA or WIA sustained. The following
is a chronological listing of significant events:

021810H. Helilift complete at BT 433008.

02182OH. Registered artillery concentrations CX 116, 118, and 119

on enemy harbor sites.

030100H. Established harbor site at coord BT 427015.

030600H. Moved out of harbor site.

030730H. Found old harbor site at least 8 months old, at coord BT

426017, 4 holes dug into side of bank of stream, several old shelter frames

collapsed, one thatched roof house, 14 by 16 feet. No signs of recent OCC-

upation.
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• 031230H. Montgomery dep" vl'(l main h")dy at coora BT h24021. 

0.31'1'H, Montgomery establ:i,shed OP at coord BT 424027, 

03l830H. Main body reached Philade~phi~'s OF site 'at ooord BT 410026. 

04000lH. Atlanta departed Philadelphia, 

0404 OOH , Atlanta reached oP/or at BT 4070,34, 

04l5l5H, One man came from coord BT 428019 moving east. He had 
a rifle, packJ in a dark green uniform. 

041830H. 6 ~eople moving northwest on trail at coord BT 410031' 
wearing blnck, One woman wore black sweater, white blouse, plaid skirt, 
One man carried weapon, Two men carried baskets. 

O,OOOl ... 0,300H. flU fires called on harbor site at coord BT 41003". 

050400H. Montgomery depr.l'ted 01' site for rendetvous with PhUndelphin, 

0504l5H, Something resembling a one~yclinder engine was heard to 
the northwest, location unknown. 

OSlIOOH, Atlanta X moved along route as shown on Patrol Route Over~ 
lay (Enclosure (1», VC harbor site was found at ooord BT 406033. 4 bamboo, 
grass and straw huts were found and the framework for a fifth. Two 6f the 
huts had been used recently and appeared to be regularly occupied, 

051245H. Five men with weapons moving north and east along trail 
at c:oord BT 420035. Artillery called but not on target~ Men moved out of 
sight. 

05134SH. Philadelphla ~dddut to piok up twQ vasJ 1el people 
working in the rice paddies that might have information about the VC in 
that area,. As they mwed .. ;into the rice paddy at coord BT 41.40)1, two men at 
coord BT Qegnn running south. On. man picked up a rifle. The team leader 
opened fire'and the man without the rifle fell, got up and ran into the WOods. 
The men we~e purSued with negative results. Two women were selected from the 
group of women working the fields, The team moved to LZ ~1neapple at coord 
BT 4010)0 with the prisoners, 

051415H. Harbor site tor 20.50 people nt ooord 5T 4120)2, 

0Sl420H. Three VC ~oved west in the streambed ~t coord BT L08033. 
Atlanta X made contact, one enGmfWlA captured; one WlA escaped, the o~e not 
i~ured escaped • 

.o51S30H. MontgOMery, Philadelphia and Atlanta rendelvoused at IJ:~ 
~"1nenpple at coord iT 409029. 

05l610H. Piok·up complete, Helilifted to 4th Marines CP. 

Ie:) ENCLOSURE (?3) 
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031230H. Montgomery ued main body at coord BT 424021.

031515H. Montgomery established OP at coord BT 424027.

031830H. Main body reached Philadelphia's OP site at coord BT 410026.

040001H. Atlanta departed Philadelphia.

040400H. Atlanta reached CP/OP at BT 407034.

041515H. One man came from coord BT 428019 moving east. He had
a rifle, pack, in a dark green uniform.

041830H. 6 people moving northwest on trail at coord BT 410031
wearing black, One woman wore black sweater, white blouse, plaid skirt.
One man carried weapon. Two men carried baskets.

050001-0300H. H&I fires called on harbor site at coord BT 410034.

050400H. Montgomery deported OP site for rendezvous with Philadelphia,

050415H. Something resembling a one-cyclinder engine was heard to
the northwest, location unknown.

051100H. Atlanta X moved along route as shown on Patrol Route Over-
lay (Enclosure (1)) VC harbor site was found at coord BT 406033. 4 bamboo,
grass and straw huts were found and the framework for a fifth. Two of the
huts had been used recently and appeared to be regularly occupied.

051245H. Five men with weapons moving north and east along trail
at coord BT 420035. Artillery called but not on target. Men moved out of
sight.

051345H. Philadelphia movedcout to pick up two VCS; ie, people
working in the rice paddies that might have information about the VC in
that area. As they movéd into the rice paddy at coord BT 414031, two men at
coord BT began running south. One man picked up a rifle. The team leader
opened fire and the man without the rifle fell, got up and ran into the woods.
The men were pursued with negative results. Two women were selected from the
group of women working the fields. The team moved to LZ Tineapple at coord
BT 407030 with the prisoners.

051415H. Harbor site for 20-50 people at coord BT 412032.

051420H. Three VC moved west in the streambed at coord BT 408033.
Atlanta X made contact, one enemy WIA captured, one WIA escaped, the one not
injured escaped.

051530H. Montgomery, Philadelphia and Atlanta rendervoused at L2
Pineapple at coord BT 409029.

051610H. Pick-up complete. Helilifted to 4th Marines CP.

-2-
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• b. Commander's Evaluation of Sign:.ficant.~~~ 

(1) No large units moved through the area during the observation 
period. 

(2) It appeared that the VC were forcing the women of the villages 
to harvest the rice for them as there were men overseers in the fields who 
had weapons. 

(3) VC have harbored in numbers of 20-30 man groups in several 
places in the area of observation. 

(4) With the exception of the one man gressed in green, the other 
paople with weapons appeared to be guerrillas rather than hard core. 

($) The VC seem to have control of the villages of Ky Long (1), Ky 
Long (2), and Thanh My Trung (1). 

c. Recommendations , 

(1) The requirement setting LZ's at least 3000 meters from area of 
operation is unsound in mountainous terrain. There is too much chance for 
compromise of the mission. Although the belicopters can be seen during the 
ini tial landing, the teams are able to disappear quickly into the brushlancl 
and establish the Uf's quickly. A total of 34 hours were used in movement 
from the LZ to the OPts out of the total operation time of 70 hours. 

(2) Recommended that long range patrol rations of the type used 
by Jlr'my Special Foroes be obtained for usa by reconnaissance elements. 

() Recommended that a 2-) gallon lister bag of the type used '(,y 
Army Special Foroes be obtained for use by reconnaissance elements. TeD.11I3 
are often unable to obtain water for long periods of time. 

/1 

By Command of 
JllMES L. COM?TON 
COlnl'l1ander Reoon Group l~lfa 

" , 

,/ 

J. R.?'GMnNER 
Operntions Officer 
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b. Commander's Evaluation of Significant Events

(1) No large units moved through the area during the observation
period.

(2) It appeared that the VC were forcing the women of the villages
to harvest the rice for them as there were men overseers in the fields who
had weapons.

(3) VC have harbored in numbers of 20-30 man groups in several
places in the area of observation.

(4) With the exception of the one man dressed in green, the other
people with weapons appeared to be guerrillas rather than hard core.

(5) The VC seem to have control of the villages of Ky Long (1), Ky
Long (2), and Thanh My Trung (1).

C. Recommendations

(1) The requirement setting LZ's at least 3000 meters from area of
operation is unsound in mountainous terrain. There is too much chance for
compromise of the mission. Although the belicopters can be seen during the
initial landing, the teams are able to disappear quickly into the brushland
and establish the OP's quickly. A total of 34 hours were used in movement
from the LZ to the OP's out of the total operation time of 70 hours.

(2) Recommended that long range patrol rations of the type used
by Army Special Forces be obtained for use by reconnaissance elements.

(3) Recommended that a 2-3 gallon lister bag of the type used by
Army Special Forces be obtained for use by reconnaissance elements. Teams
are often unable to obtain water for long periods of time.

By Command of
JAMES L. COMPTON
Commander Recon Group Alfa

J. R. GARDNER
Operations Officer

-3-
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GROUP ORDER 10-65 . 
Rei'. (a) M3.ps, Viet Nam 1'50,000, AM3, L-701 6757 III and 6751· IV 

Time Zone. H 

Task Organizationt One (1) squad, 1st l>~toon, "0" 00., 1st Reoon Bn 
,~ .,' ~" 

1.. S,lTUATION 

a. Enemy. Forq,es •.. Seecut'rent in,\;pums. .As 't>~i~i'ed.. 

b. ;F~}.endly Foroes. See 'ourre~r Opsu.ma. . .... ~ ; 

o. jl.it~ohments And Re:t~'~O'ne . ,,.'. 

2. mSSIQ1i. To proVide area reoonna:L.se~oe by establishing OP's in 

grid 6Q,uares BS 4496 and 4595 to deteriUihe VO movemen't ahd'looations. 
. t. • 

3. EXECUTION 

a. pS?,nom.. 1st sQ,ua.d, 1st Platoon, "011 00' la.i1ds in LZ 'Pinto ,»S 

4~5986 and moves into position as shoWn in ~ex .(OperationsOv~rlay). 

On R+l, teams will move to OP sites. "At Jni$ht, . ~he ::equadw1Uassemble 

and move to a new harbor 8i tee . Poring. earl3 hours of R+2, teams will 

move into new OP sites. Prior to W-Ho1ri:', 8qu.a.,~ will a.ssemble and move 

to LZ fusts.ng BS460961 i'orpioku;p..) ..: .... 

b. d:13t Pl&toon" "0" 02' Provid~,~9~~(1.)s~ua~, .~~ e~ta~l1,Bh obser­
vation as shown on Annex A (Opera.tions OVerlay).) .. :; .. ', .. ",:~:.,':. ,. 

o. pp "9" (Rein>!")' Provide a KRC"38 for relay in. the' ;rd Bn, 7th 

Mlrinee area.a.nd·a·'Watoh .in the.7th ~1nes 000. 

d, OOQ:r:'diMtin& ';tn8truot~§ ", 

(1)' R-Day is 1 October 1965. 

(2) J'.r..Hour is 1800, 1 Octo~er. 1965 •.. 

(~) W-Hour is 1700, 3 Oot~ber,.1965. 

f ~ ". 

, 

(4) . Landing Zop.e Pinto is lPQ~ted~~ 099~d.~S 4,~~86. 

(5) Alternate Landing Zone Arabian ie looated at.ooord Ba 4}999~. 
.. "',' l , • 

;" ~ f; , 

(6) Piokup La.nding Zone MJ.s~:L.B loo~ted $t opord· BS 460961. 
, " .. : '. , !, i 

(7). Altema.tePickup Zone 91yd~d'b:le is looated .at ooord BS 446955. 
'.~.r.~·· ,:, "'~._'{'. '.,) 

,(8) Platoon 06mnander will.bri~i' his platoon on .R-1, ellilhss1zing 

the new oonoept of exploi ta.tion e.ndoonUnllAU on 6r,c~F.lI'\~grj.ed missions. 

I 
-.9..9N1IDENTIAL 

. "ij:NCLOSURE (Sf) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

GROUP ORDER 10-65
Ref: (a) Maps, Viet Nam 1:50,000, AMS, L-701 6757 III and 6757 IV

Time Zone: H

Task Organization One (1) squad, 1st Platoon, "C" Co., 1st Recon Bn

1.. SITUATION

a. Enemy Forces. See current intsums. As briefed.

b. Friendly Forces. See current Opsums.

C. Attachments and Detachments. None

2. MISSION. To provide area reconnaissance by establishing OP's in

grid squares BS 4496 and 4595 to determine VC movement and locations.

3. EXECUTION

Concept. 1st squad, 1st Platoon, "C" Co lands in LZ Pinto BS

435986
a.

and moves into position as shown in Annex A (Operations Overlay).

On R+1, teams will move to OP sites. At night, the squad will assemble

and move to a new harbor site. During early hours of R+2, teams will

move into new OP sites. Prior to W-Hour, squad will assemble and move

to LZ Mustang BS 460961 for pickup.

b. 1st Platoon, "C" Co. Provide-one (1) squad to establish obser-

vation as shown on Annex A (Operations Overlay):

Co "C" (Rein)((-). Provide a MRC-38 for relay in the 3rd Bn, 7th
C.

Marines area. and a watch in the 7th Marines COC.

d. Coordinating Instructions

(1) R-Day is 1 October 1965.

(2) I-Hour is 1800, 1 October 1965.

(3) W-Hour is 1700, 3 October 1965.

(4) Landing Zone Pinto is located at coord BS 436986.

(5) Alternate Landing Zone Arabian is located at coord BS 439993.

(6) Pickup Landing Zone Mustang is located at opord BS 460961.

(7) Alternate Pickup Zone Clydsdale is located at ooord BS 446955.

(8) Platoon Commander will brief his platoon on R-1, emphasizing

the new concept of exploitation and continuation of assigned missions.

CONFIDENTIAL
ENCLOSURE (34)/
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(9) Platoon oommander will ensure his platoon haa a detailed escape and 

evasion plan, 

(10) Debriefing will be conducted by CO, "C" Co (Rein) and the Company 

Intelligenoe Chief after the return of the platoon to the·ColTlParlY are~, 

(11) Standing rules of engagement will apply and be observed. 

(12) Teams will avoid oontact or oOIrg;lromise by indigenous l?~rsonne1. 

(1:3) All enenw sightings will be reported immediat~ly'and tea.ms will 

reatnin on radio until told to shut dow. 

(14) Platoon commander will deoide if it is neoes$a.ry to reoover a toam 

and make appropiate request for helioopter. 

(15) Artille~ fire and air strikes will' be requestQd'as outlined in Annex 

n (Fire Support ~lan). : 

(16) ~eams will draw sketches and overl~s of villages and ~ritioal trails 

when the situation permits. 

(17) Thrust Linea R-Da.Y - 4190 
R+1 .. 4291 
R+2 .. 4~92 

Thrust line ohatigeaat 0800 daily. 

4.. ADNINISTRATION 'J;fl? {lOGISTIQ§ 

a. ~tions 

(1) Tea.ms will carry M1I'1'orthree '(3) daY8~ 

(2) Teams will oe:rry three,'(~) ;oanteens p·e~~; man. 

b. l~rms and Armnuni tion 

(1) 120 rounds 'per man. 

(2) Two (2) ~26 fragmentation grenades perman, 

(3) One (1) 14079 grenade launoher with 18 rounds for the sQuad.. 

c. §.l)ecia~ Eguipme,n;t 

(1) Each team will carry one (1) ~ed panel and one (1) yellow 

smoke. 
(2) Eaoh team will oar~6ne (1) signal mirror. ' 

(3) Each team will carrif.two (2) day/nigh'tJflar9~. 
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(9) Platoon commander will ensure his platoon has a detailed escape and

evasion plan.

(10) Debriefing will be conducted by CO, "C" Co (Rein) and the Company

Intelligence Chief after the return of the platoon to the Company area.

(11) Standing rules of engagement will apply and be observed.

(12) Teams will avoid contact or compromise by indigenous personnel.

(13) All enemy sightings will be reported immediately and teams will

reamin on radio until told to shut down.

(14) Platoon commander will decide if it is necessary to recover a team

and make appropiate request for helicopter.

(15) Artillery fire and air strikes will be requested as outlined in Annex

D (Fire Support Plan).

(16) Teams will draw sketches and overlays of villages and critical trails

when the situation permits.

(17) Thrust Line: R-Day - 4190
- 4291R+1

R+2 - 4392

Thrust line changes at 0800 daily.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS

a. Rations

(1) Teams will carry MCI for three (3) days.

(2) Teams will carry three (3) oanteens per man.

b. Arms and Ammunition

(1) 120 rounds per man.

(2) Two (2) M-26 fragmentation grenades per man.

(3) One (1) M-79 grenade launcher with 18 rounde for the squad.

Special Equipment

(1) Each team will carry one (1) red panel and one (1) yellow

smoke.

(2) Each team will carry one (1) signal mirror.

(3) Each team will carry two (2) day/night-flares,

CONFIDENTIAL2
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d. CasUAl ti,eli 

(1) All oasualties will be reported immediatelY by oode desig-

nation as desoribed in Annex B (Oommunioations) and Annex 0 (Reports). 

(2) Extent of wounds will be desoribed. 

(3) Ml.nor oasualties will be treated, but not evacuated, 

(4) Serious oasualties will be evaouated by helioopter along 

with team involved. 

e. Prisone;:! 

(1) 'If it beoomes neoessary to take a prisoner to avoid oompro~ 

iee of the mission, the prisoner will be .vaotated on oonolusion of the 

mission. 

5. C0ItWm..m QQJgICA'U0N§ 

a. Platoon Comns.nder will report every two (2) hours. 

b. Squad and tea.ma will use AN/PRO .. l0 as pritt.art means of oommunica. t ... 

ions. 
o. .A.N,/PRO-47 will be a seoondary means of oom.mun.1oatione. 

d. Ohallenge and pa.ssword between teams will "Goldll - "Finger". 

e. It it beoomes neoessary for a patrol member to re-enter friendly' 

lines, he will reply "Reoontl , if ohallenged, followe'd by his name and rank. 

f. Helioopters Will be landed with radio oontaot if possible. Yellow 

sooke will be used to designate the LZ. If no radiooontact is esta.blish­

ed, a 8ignle red panel will be displayed in addition to the yellow smoke. 

g. The following shaokles will be utilized by ~he squad if neoessary. 

(1) System #1. G RAY H 0 U N D'S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 a 9 0 

(2) System #2. .A. F T ERG LOW S 
1 2 ; 4 5 6 1 890 

h. 00mma04. Teams are under oonplete oontrol or their pa.trol leader. 

Annexes, A - Operations Overlay 
B - Oommunioatione 
C .. Reports 
D .. Fire Support Plan 

OOMMANDER, BECON GROW A12HA. 
Ja.mes L. COMPTON 

,4' / .. ', 

R. w. 'O~IN 
; 00, "0" Co 1st Reoon Bn 

, O""T'!lIID'!j;tv"T(1T .. 
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d. Casualties

(1) All casualties will be reported immediately by code desig-

nation as described in Annex B (Communications) and Annex C (Reports).

(2) Extent of wounds will be described.

(3) Minor oasualties will be treated, but not evacuated.

(4) Serious casualties will be evacuated by helicopter along

with team involved.

e. Prisoners

(1) If it becomes necessary to take a prisoner to avoid comprom-

ise of the mission, the prisoner will be evactated on conclusion of the

mission.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS

a. Platoon Commander will report every two (2) hours.

b. Squad and teams will use AN/PRC-10 as primary means of communicat-

ions.
C. AN/PRC-47 will be a secondary means of communications.

d. Challenge and password between teams will "Gold" - "Finger".

If it becomes necessary for a patrol member to re-enter friendly

lines, he will reply "Recon", if challenged, followed by his name and rank.e.

f. Helicopters will be landed with radio contact if possible. Yellow

smoke will be used to designate the LZ. If no radio contact is establish-

ed, a signle red panel will be displayed in addition to the yellow smoke.

g. The following shackles will be utilized by the squad if necessary:

(1) System #1: GRAYHOUNDS
1234567890

(2) System #2: AFTERGLOWS
1234567890

h. Command. Teams are under complete control of their patrol leader.

Annexest A - Operations Overlay
B - Communications
C - Reports
D- Fire Support Plan

COMMANDER, RECON GROUP ALPHA
James L. COMPTON

R. W. CRAIN

co, "C" Co, 1st Recon En
CONFIDENTIAL3
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Co& of,~~,' .:CopieD 
Re~anoe Group Alpha 

'OHU ut, soma, vm NAM 

Annex B (Communioation~ Plan) to ~atl'pl Order 
,; ... -'" 

1. CONCe 

a. This ann~xi~:,9,esigned to provide a. oonoise listing of a:11 the 
oommunioation requirements'that will be 'neoels'sary1n ·thi8 f operatJon. . 
It inoludes frequenoies available, redio brevity oode, and oa11 s~gns. 

'. ' ,,' . 
2. FREQUENCIES 

a. The following frequenoies are assigned for wuu 

Designator 

D-208 

D-236 

D-63 
I' , 

D-42 

,~ , W. 

Int~ .. OOI\lPapy ,Qamnand; 
. ,., 

Alternate ", ,."f. I 

StogIe Side Band 

Helioopter Oommand 

(.~ ',~,r; ~-'.' r . 
Sta.tions 

M" 
Frequenoies, 

, '"- .. ,, 

ilatoon/Oompany 
r.' "". , 

. " P.latoons/Oompany 
,,' • - ,of •• • • 

. "',., 

Oompany/Platoons 
,:':':1 

b~ T.he £~1.J n~,rur rl"AqwfUOJ.OID, 6:r~ provided for emergenoy use only. 
> • '.. :. 1 :' " '. J ", r" ~ : ~:! ; '0' 

p.e~1~jtpL ~ ~ OQn~~l. P~eIitiPA 9!U Sign ~Jl.,\e..n9Mut 
.. "... ... :.: ~:.:.~.~ i:.' .~': ... 

D .. 99 ,Bn TAO J.stBn, 7th. 1-ar l>RONlNENOlil 41., l?rimary 
D-180 ,. •• ,ir~i.:< '; . .,\ 36.6 Seoondary , .. 

,.j" 

D-225 Bn TAO 3rdBn, 7th lohr SKEPTIO . ' .... 45.2 Primry 
D-222 . .' .... ' 44.6 Secondary 

D-184 Req TAO 
11 

7th M3.r Hdqtra STARBOARD 39·' 

D-8 Req TAO 7th Mu-,Hdqtrs STARBOARD 2536 
#2 

o. The follOwing frequenoies·are available when air observers are 
airborne or if ItB" 00, 3rd Reoon :Bn is in the field. 

Designato;t:, ~. 08011 S1,cro JZ~auen9!f!s 

D-182 "B" Reoon SOAT BRAVO 38.8 Primry 
44.35 Seoondary 

D-216 MO nOSEMJOO 40.7 

3. RADIO BREVITY CO~E 

a. The folloWing oode words are designed to provide short, easily 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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CHU LAI, SOUTH VIET NAM

Annex B (Communications Plan) to Patrol Order

1. CONCEPT

a. This annex is designed to provide a oonoise listing of all the

communication requirements that will be necessary in this operation.

It includes frequencies available, radio brevity code, and oall signs.

2. FREQUENCIES

a. The following frequencies are assigned for use:

FrequenciesStationsNetDesignator

43.1Platoon/CompanyIntra-Company CommandD-208

Platoons/Company 52.1D-236 Alternate

Company/Platoons 7993Single Side BandD-63

45.3TAR BUSHHelicopter CommandD-42

b. The following frequencles, are provided for emergency use only:

FrequenciesCall SignControl StationNet :Designator

42.3 PrimaryPROMINENCE1stBn, 7th MarTACBnD-99
38.6 SecondaryD-180

45.2 PrimaryBn TAC 3rdBn, 7th Mar SKEPTICD-225
44.8 SecondaryD-222

Req TAC 7th Mar Hdqtrs STARBOARD 39.3D-184
#1

2536STARBOARDReq TAC 7th Mar HdqtrsD-8
#2

C. The following frequencies are available when air observers are

airborne or if "B" Co, 3rd Recon Bn is in the field.

FrequenciesCall SignNetDesignator

38.8 PrimarySCAT BRAVO"B" ReconD-182
44.35 Secondary

40.7ROSEMOUNTDAOD-218

3. RADIO BREVITY CODE

a. The following code words are designed to provide short, easily

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL • understood mess~~s while allowing some degree of radio security with­

out resorting to lengthy difficult to use oouple systems. 

b. The following messages will be sent by oode ~rda shownt 

Message 

Changing to alternate frequenoy 

KIA - "FATE" 
WIll. - "FORrONE" 
l'1U - 11HOPE" 

Engaged with enell\Y' 

Mission compromised 

1_, ___ _ 

Oode Wprd 

tiTHUNJ)~l!;" 

Plus last na~ initial end last; 
digits of serial number. 

Departure from known position (any day -of' .week). 

Arrived at assigned position (any month). 

Ohanging position "DR. NO" 

a. The following oall signs will be used by "0" 00, 1st Reoon Bn. 

Co. 
-do­
~d.o-

-do-
-do-

§t!tion 

Co Hdqtrs 

oall §lim 

SitABROOK 

R. W. CllAIN 
, '00, "C" Co, 1st Reoon:Bn 

2 
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understood messages while allowing some degree of radio security with-

out resorting to lengthy difficult to use couple systems.

b. The following messages will be sent by code words shown:

Code Word
Message

"THUNDERBALL"
Changing to alternate frequency

Plus last name initial and last 3KIA - "FATE"
digits of serial number.WIA - "FORTUNE"

MIA - "HOPE"

"MOON RAKER"
Engaged with enemy

"CAPE FEAR"
Mission compromised

Departure from known position (any day of week).

Arrived at assigned position (any month).

"DR. NO"
Changing position

4. RADIO CALL SIGNS

a, The following call signs will be used by "C" Co, 1st Recon Bn.

Freq.Call SignStationNet

43.1SEABROOKCo HdqtrsCo.

-do-
-do-
-do-
-do-

COMMANDER, REGON GROUP ALPHA
James L. COMPTON

R. W. CRAIN
CO, "C" Co, 1st Recon Bn

2
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Annex C (Reports) to Patrol Order 

1. Reports Required. 

mORT REPORa'ING llNIa' 

SitRep COnq>any 

SitRep Platoons 

Salute Teams, Plts. 
(Relay) 

Contact Teams, P1 ts. 
(Relay) 

Compromise Teams, P1 ts. 
(Relay) 

Arrival TeamS, Pl te. 
(Relay) 

Changing Teams, Pl ts. 
Position (Relay) 

Casualties Teams, Plts. 
(Relay) 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
~opy~of _____ Cop1es 
Reoonnaissanoe Group Alpha 
CHU UI, SOUTH VIET NAH 

P#W or F@QUENCY: HOTES 

Every 30 minutes CO or Lialso~i 
Offioer 

Every 6 hours 

Eaoh ooourrenoe Use format; dc: 
not use rapor"1i 
title 

Eaoh ooourrenoe -do-

Eaoh ooourrenoe Use oode 

Eaoh oocurrenoe Use oode and 
thrust line 

Eaoh ooourrenoe Use oode 

Eaoh ooourrenoe . Use oode for 
type and person, 
give extent of 
injury in clE'-;i.l.:r 

2. All teams will mon1 tor for 15 minutes at 0200, lOOOe.nd 1500 daily 
for possible relay, 

3. It will be aSsumed the.~" a team haa fi\) re.dlo."oontaot :U' a sOheduled 
report is not made nthin two hours of time required. Reoovery prooed­
ures will be in! tiated at this time, 

OOMMANDER, REOONGROUP AU'HA 
James L. OOMPTON 

R. W. OllJHN 
CO, "0" 00, 1st Reoon Bn 
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Reconnaissence Group Alpha
CHU LAI, SOUTH VIET NAM

Annex C (Reports) to Patrol Order

1. Reports Required:

NOTESPERIOD OF FREQUENCYREPORTING UNITREPORT

CO or LiaisonEvery 30 minutesCompanySitRep Officer

Every 6 hoursPlatoonsSitRep

Use format; doEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Salute not use report(Relay)
title

Each occurrenceTeams, Plts. -do-Contact
(Relay)

Use codeEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Compromise
(Relay)

Use code andEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Arrival
thrust line

(Relay)

Use codeEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Changing
(Relay)Position

Use code forEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Casualties
type and person,(Relay)
give extent of

injury in clear

2. All teams will monitor for 15 minutes at 0200, 1000 and 1500 daily

for possible relay.

3. It will be assumed that a team has no radio. contact if a scheduled

report is not made within two hours of time required. Recovery proced-
ures will be initiated at this time.

COMMANDER, RECON GROUP ALPHA
James L. COMPTON

R. W. CRAIN
co, "O" Co, 1st Reoon Bn

CONFIDENTIAL
ENCLOSURE (34)
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CHU LAl, SOUTH VIET NAM 

Annex D (Fire Support Plan) to Patrol Order 

1. GENEML 

a. 3rd Bn (-)( Rein) , 11th ~r1nes will provide artillery fire suppc:~ 
for this operation. 

b. 1st ~W will provide armed helioopters and olose air support as 
required. Beginning R-Day at L-15, artillery and air support is on oall. 

2. EXECUTION 

a. Teams be prepared to oall and adjust artillery fire if engaged o~ 
disoovered in order to faoilitate withdrawal and reoovery. 

b. Be prepared to oall and direot air when available to faoilitate 
withdrawal and reoovery. 

o. Be prepared to oall and adjust air or artillery on important 
targets of opportunity as discovered. 

d. Coordinating Instruot1ops 

(1) Teams will request and adjust through the Co "e", 1st Reoon 
Bn., net. 

(2) Liaison offioer will relay requests and adjustments immedi­
ately to 7th ~ines FSCe. 

(,) If an air strike is requested and approved, the requesting 
team will display a single red panel at its position when air oraft are 
on station. 

(4) 7th ~ines FSCC has been provided with a planned ooncen­
tration overlay. 

,. OOMMANDER, RECON GROUP A1:.PHA 
James L. COWTON 

R. W. CRAIN 
eo, "c" Co, 1st Reoon Bn 

CONFIDENTIJ .. r, 
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Reconnaissance Group Alpha
CHU LAI, SOUTH VIET NAM

Annex D (Fire Support Plan) to Patrol Order

1. GENERAL

a. 3rd Bn (-)(Rein), 11th Marines will provide artillery fire suppo

for this operation.

b. let MAW will provide armed helicopters and close air support as

required. Beginning R-Day at L-15, artillery and air support is on call.

2. EXECUTION

a. Teams be prepared to call and adjust artillery fire if engaged 012

discovered in order to facilitate withdrawal and recovery.

b. Be prepared to call and direct air when available to facilitate

withdrawal and recovery.

C. Be prepared to call and adjust air or artillery on important

targets of opportunity as discovered.

d. Coordinating Instructions

(1) Teams will request and adjust through the Co "C", 1st Recon

Bn. , net.

(2) Liaison officer will relay requests and adjustments immedi-

ately to 7th Marines FSCC.

(3) If an air strike is requested and approved, the requesting

team will display a single red panel at its position when air oraft are

on station.

(4) 7th Marines FSCC has been provided with a planned concen-

tration overlay.

COMMANDER, RECON GROUP ALPHA
James L. COMPTON

R. W. CRAIN
co, "C" Co, 1st Recon Bn

CONFIDENTIAL
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hr0 Iie~onnaissanoe Battalion 

3rd ,M,,;cine Division (Rein) FMF (Forward) 

FPO San Franoisoo" California, 96001 

From. Cormnanding Officer 

Tot Commanding Officer, 3rd Reoonnaissanoe Battalion 

Vias Recon Group Alpha Commander 

SUbjt After Aotion Report 10-65 

Ref, DivO 3480.1 
~ Patrol Order 10-65 

10 October 1965 

1. Unit. 1st Squad, 1st Platoon, 00 "e" (Rein)(-), 1st Reoon Bn 

2. Size. One offioer, 11 enlisted USMC and one enlisted USN 

3. Time. 021800H to 041700H October 1965 

4. Plaoer BS 444966 south-east to hill 294 vic coord (BS 451957) 

5. Nature of Aotiom Area. Reconnaissance 

6. Casualties. Friendly. None 
EnelItY I None 

7. Executione The 1st Squad, 1st Platoon was helo inserted vic coord 

(BS 4,6986) at 021815H. Five OP's were established during'this operation 

and one enemy sighting totaling six VO 'was effected. Period of operation 

was approximately 47 hours. The follOwing is a ohronologioal acoount of 

what transpired during this operationa 

021815H - 1st Squad, 1st Platoon, departed ,vic ooord (BT 560049) by helot 

021815!I - 1st Squad inserted a.t vio coord 13S 436986. 

021845H - 1st Squad established harbor site vic ooord (BS 445965). 1st 

Squad found six empty "C" ra.tion oans (not yet rusted) plus dug-out firing 

positions (excellent for prone pOSition) at this site, 

030220H - Observed blinking lights vic ooord (B~ 444973). No.set pattern 

determined, blinking oontinued until approximately 030430H. 

030230H - Fire fight reported (BS 4894) •. ~Automa.tio weapons and tracers 

being fired. Appeared to be coming from Toy Phuoo (1) and (2). 

030630~ - 1st Squad moving to vio ooord (BS 448960). 

030700H - While enroute to new site, Team Schlitz was sent to establish 

an OP vio ooord (BS 450969). 

r 
DECLASSIFIED 

ENCLOSURE (;39) 

DECLASSIFIED

"C" COMPANY

1st Reconnaissance Battalion

3rd Marine Division (Rein) FMF (Forward)

FPO San Francisco, California, 96601
10 October 1965

From: Commanding Officer

Commanding Officer, 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion
To:

Recon Group Alpha Commander
Via:

Subj: After Action Report 10-65

Ref: (a)
DivO 3480.1

(b) My Patrol Order 10-65

1. Unit: 1st Squad, 1st Platoon, Co "C" (Rein)(-),
1st Recon Bn

2. Size: One officer, 11 enlisted USMC and one enlisted USN

3. Time: 021800H to 041700H October 1965

4. Place: BS 444966 south-east to hill 294 vic coord (BS 451957)

5. Nature of Action: Area Reconnaissance

6. Casualties: Friendly: None
NoneEnemy:

Execution: The 1st Squad, 1st Platoon was helo inserted vio coord

7.
436986) at 021815H. Five OP's were established during this

of
operation
operation

(BS
sighting totaling six VC was effected, Period

account of
and
was

one
approximately

enemy
47 hours. The following is a chronological

what transpired during this operation!

021815H - 1st Squad, 1st Platoon, departed vic coord (BT 560049) by helo.

021815H - 1st Squad inserted at vic coord BS 436986.

- 1st Squad established harbor site vic ooord (BS 445965). 1st

021845H
found six empty "C" ration cans (not yet rusted) plus dug-out firing

Squad
positions (excellent

for prone position) at this site.

Observed blinking lights vic coord (BS 444973).
No set pattern

030220H
determined;

-
blinking continued until approximately 030430H.

Fire fight reported (BS 4894).
Automatic weapons

(2).

and tracers

030230H
being fired.

-
Appeared to be coming from Toy Phuoo (1) and

030630H
- 1st Squad moving to vio coord (BS 448960).

030700H
- While enroute to now site, Team Schlitz was sent to establish

an OP vio coord (BS 450969).

ENCLOSURE (34)
9
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... . • • 0:5l500H .. Team Sohli tz did not observe 83:'J.Y'thing unusual and was ordered. 

to return to CP vio 000:':'::' (:33 448960). 

0315~H - 1st Squad found 8 lean-to type struotures at (BS 448960) plus 

one sniper platform eonstructed on a tree. Appeared as if this area had 

not been inhabited for about 3 months. 

0~18l5H - 1st Squad departed CP site ~or vio coord (as 451957) arriving 

there at 03l900H and established a harbour site, 

040630H .. 1st Squad minus Team Sohlitz moved to vio ooord (l3S 452957) and 

set up an OPt They found one cigarette lighter and nine 81 rom containers 

and small cans (similar tin size and shape to sardine oans) at this locat­

ion. About 5 or 6 areas had been oleared for possible JOOrtar posi tiona. 

Hill had been shelled by 155's. 

04l255H .. 1st Squad observed six ve, JOOving east, BS 4:55948, 04l250H, 

carrying small arms and wearing blaok pajamas, 

041400H - 1st Squad spotted five VOS a.t BS 489~66. Whey walked out of 

sight at BS 462963. 

04163QH .. Toam Schlitz joined 1st Platoon at BS 452957. 

04l700H .. 1st Squad retraoted by halos at BS 452957 and returned to Oom­

pany CP (Rear). 

8. Oommander's Analysisl The assigned mission was ~ccornplished, There 

were no va operating in the area reoonnoitered by the first squa&.other 

than the 6 VO sighted at 041255H. 
9. Recommendations' The diffiQult terrain looated in our RAOR makes the 

requirement of landing our units 3tOOO meters from&ssigned objeotives, 

sometimes extremely cumbersome, Good map stu~ and aerial reconnaissanoe 

prior to R.Day indioated an insertion. olo~er to objective a.rea was possible 

because of the secondary jungle. 

co, 
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031500H - Team Sohlitz did not observe anything unusual and was ordered

to return to CP vic coord (33 448960).

031530H - 1st Squad found 8 lean-to type structures at (BS 448960) plus

one sniper platform constructed on a tree. Appeared as if this area had

not been inhabited for about 3 months.

031815H - 1st Squad departed CP site for vio coord (BS 451957) arriving

there at 031900H and established & harbour site.

040630H - 1st Squad minus Team Schlitz moved to vio ooord (BS 452957) and

set up an OP. They found one cigarette lighter and nine 81 mm containers

and small cans (similar tin size and shape to sardine cans) at this locat-

ion. About 5 or 6 areas had been cleared for possible mortar positions.

Hill had been shelled by 155's.

041255H - 1st Squad observed six VC, moving east, BS 435948, 041250H,

carrying small arms and wearing black pajamas.

041400H - 1st Squad spotted five VCS at BS 489966. They walked out of

sight at BS 462963.

041630H - Team Schlitz joined 1st Platoon at BS 452957.

041700H - 1st Squad retracted by helos at BS 452957 and returned to Com-

pany CP (Rear).

8. Commander's Analysis: The assigned mission was accomplished. There

were no VC operating in the area reconnoitered by the first squad, other

than the 6 VC sighted at 041255H.

9. Recommendations The difficult terrain located in our RAOR makes the

requirement of landing our units 3,000 meters from assigned objectives,

sometimes extremely cumbersome. Good map study and aerial reconnaissance

prior to R-Day indicated an insertion closer to objective area was possible

because of the secondary jungle.

R. W. CRAIN

CO, "C" Co, 1st Recon Bn

ENCLOSURE
(34)
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OPERATION OVERLAY
ANNEX A to 6 UP ORDER 10-65

C co (REIN)(-), 1ST RECON EN.GROUP ORDER 10-65
VIETNAM 1:50,000

6757 III
#156 III
SERIES L701

43

00

ARABIAN

PINTO

1.

MUSTANG

2

a
CLYDESDALE

48LEGEND

O 1 LZ
934 mind OP

# -
HARBOR SITE
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APPENDIX I N ANNEXD GROUP ORDER 10-65

43

00

831 BA

a7

10018

91

to

ALL CONCENTRATION

NUMBERS PRECEED

BY "EX"
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RECON OROUP ALPHA 
COO !AT, VIET HAM 
04~200H Oct 196, 

GROUP ORDER 11-6, 
, 

Ref: (a) Map, Viet Nam 1:>0,000, AMS L701, Sheet 67S7 III 

Time Zone: H 

TASK ORGANIZATION; 3rd P1atoon~ CoB(Rein), 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion 
GoB(-)(ReinJ, 3rd Reoonnaissanoe Battalion 

1, StTUATION 

a. Ene& Forces. See ourrent IN'rSUMS. As briefed. 

b. Friendly Forces. See current OPSUMS. As briefed. 

c. At~chments and Detachme~ts. None. 

2, MISSION, 3rd Platoon, Go B establish surveillance on the villa[;;;; of . 
Phuoc Khacn (See Annex A (Operation Overlay», to report Viet Cong troops, 
artillery, positions and supplies. 

a. Concepi. 3rd Platoon, Co B lands in LZ Hickory at ::.~Hou:Y.' on :i".Day 
and !i1uves teams into position as shown on Annex A~ Teams will ma.n OPls 
during the hours' of day:i.ight. Platoon will be picked up fror'l LZ !rommod 
at W~Hour on R+3. 

b. 3rd Platoon t ~.. Provide three (3) ter:.ins (Whale, Eel and Shark) 
to establish OP's as ShOl:.] on Annex A. 

c, CoB(-)(Rein). HaLltain a liaison team in 4th Hariner: coo from 1-1 
on R-Day to vJ+l on R+3. 

d. Coordinating In~~tions 

(1) R-Day is 6 Oct 19654> 

(2) L-Hour ia ¢618¢~H Oc~196S. 

(3) W-Hour 1s ¢917¢¢H q9t_.:_)I.,~::~ 

(4) Landing Zone Hickol'~T is located at coordinates (E'.:.' .~88¢76). 

(S) "Landing Zone Ironwo·\: .. is located at coordinates (BT 382¢6¢). 

(6) Platoon Commander .will brief his plato0l'1 in detail on R.-1. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
I ~NCLOSURE (351 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFICENTIAL RECON GROUP ALPHA
CHU LAT, VIET NAM
041200H Oct 1965

GROUP ORDER 11-65

Ref: (a) Map, Viet Nam 1:50,000, AMS L701, Sheet 6757 III

Time Zone: H

TASK ORGANIZATION: 3rd Platoon, CoB(Rein), 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion
CoB(-)(Rein), 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion

1. SITUATION

a. Enemy Forces. See current INTSUMS. As briefed.

b. Friendly Forces. See current OPSUMS. As briefed.

C. Attachments and Detachments. None.

2. MISSION. 3rd Platoon, Co B establish surveillance on the village of
Phuoc Khach (See Annex A (Operation Overlay)), to report Viet Cong troops,
artillery, positions and supplies.

3, EXECUTION

3. Concept. 3rd Platoon, Co B lands in LZ Hickory at I-Hour on R-Day
and moves teams into position as shown on Annex A. Teams will man OP's
during the hours of daylight. Platoon will be picked up from L2 Ironwood
at W-Hour on R+3.

b. 3rd Platoon, Co F. Provide three (3) teams (Whale, Ecl and Shark)
to establish OP's as shown on Annex A.

CoB(-)(Rein). Maintain a liaison team in 4th Marines COC from L-1
on R-Day to W+1 on R+3.

d. Coordinating Instructions

(1) R-Day is 6 Oct 1965.

(2) L-Hour is 061800H Oct 1965.

(3) W-Hour is 01907 Oct 1964

(4) Landing Zone Hickory is located at coordinates (B. 388076).

(5) Landing Zone Ironwoo is located at coordinates (BT 382060).

(6) Platoon Commander will brief his platoon in detail on R-1.

CONFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE (35)
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• • (7) Debriefing will be copducted by CoO. Recon Group Alpha and 
the Intelligence Chief after the return of the platoon to the oompany area~ 

(8) Standing rUles of enr::t::;clIlent apply and will be observed. 

(9) Teams will avoid contact or oompromise by indiger~()ns personn.:ll. 

(10) All enemy sightingt3 will be reported ::'mmediately and teams 
v1i11 remain up on radio until told to shut down. 

(11) Civilian movem:mt will be recorded but not reported by radio 
unless unusual. 

(12) Platoon Comman~er will be prepared to: 

(a) Request reinforcements if contact with enemy is made. 

(b) Recommend attack on any large VC unit sighted or contact-
ed. 

(c) Recommc:i.ti appropriate landing ~ones for reinforcements 
or attacking forces. 

(13) Enemy aootact in the form of sniping and ambush is permitted 
only when the platoon commander feels it will not jeopardize his primary 
mission. 

(14) Artillery fire missions and air strikes will be requested as 
out~.:: ned in Annex G (Supporting Arms). 

(15) Thrust Line: 

(a) R-Day - 38¢8 
(b) R+l - 37¢7 
(0) R+2 - 36¢6 
(d) R+3 - 3,¢, 

4. ADIlIlUSTRATION AND LOGISTICS 

a. ~_n.E.1) Platoon .,ill oarl'Y rice and MCI for 3 days. 

b. Arms and Ammunition~ As designated by Platoon COI,;nander. 

(1) Each team will carry one (1) red air panel and one (1) yellow 
smoke. 

(2) Camouflage ::.?:' :.'or·'~s are perJ11itted. 

d. Casualties 

(1) All casualtj,:;J Hill be reported immediately by code de sign- . 
ation as described in Annr:;x D (Radio Brevity Code) and Annex F (Reports). 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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(7) Debriefing will be conducted by C.O. Recon Group Alpha and

the Intelligence Chief after the return of the platoon to the company area.

(8) Standing rules of engagement apply and will be observed.

(9) Teams will avoid contact or compromise by indigenous personnel.

(10) All enemy sightings will be reported immediately and teams

will remain up on radio until told to shut down.

(11) Civilian movement will be recorded but not reported by radio

unless unusual.

(12) Platoon Commander will be prepared to:

(a) Request reinforcements if contact with enemy is made.

(b) Recommend attack on any large VC unit sighted or contact-
ed.

(c) Recommend appropriate landing zones for reinforcements
or attacking forces.

(13) Enemy ennitact in the form of sniping and ambush is permitted

only when the platoon commander feels it will not jeopardize his primary
mission.

(14) Artillery fire missions and air strikes will be requested as

outlined in Annex G (Supporting Arms).

(15) Thrust Line:

(a) R-Day - 3808
(b) R+1 - 3707

- 3606(c) R+2
(d) R+3 - 3505

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS

a. Rations. Platoon will carry rice and MCI for 3 days.

b. Arms and Ammunition. As designated by Platoon Commander.

C. Special Equipment

(1) Each team will carry one (1) red air panel and one (1) yellow
smoke.

(2) Camouflage onlyones are permitted.

d. Casualties

(1) All casualties will be reported immediately by code design-
ation as described in Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) and Annex F (Reports).

CONFIDENTIAL-?-
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(2) Extent of WO:"':lds will be de scribed. 

(3) Minor o~sualties will be treated but not evacuated. 

(4) Serious casualties will be eVI'.cuated by helioopter along Hith 
the entire team involved if deemed necessary by the Platoon Commander. 

eo i'risoners. If it becomes necessary to take a prisoner to avoj.d 
compromise of the mission, the prisone~ will be evacuated on concluGioil of 
the mission. 

;-: • COMMil.ND AND COI'lfMUNICATIONS 

a, Oommunications 

(1) A relay station will be established on Hill 69. 

(2) Platoon will use ANIPRC-lO radio as the pr1ma.~y means of com­
munication with the liaison t.2am. 

(3) Te2:;J w'ill use AN/PRO-lO radio as the primary means of conun­
unication. 

(4) Platoon will report every six (6) hours by code word design­
ation conunencing L Hour. (See Annexes D and F). 

(5) C~~ and ~iasm"ord between team8 will be number system: 13. 

(6) If it become," necessary for a pa:l:.rol rnemh,r to re-enter friend-' 
ly lines, he will reply I;L.:;cOll" if challenged, followed by his name an~ ra."1k, 

(7) Helicopters will be landed With radio contact if possible, 
Yellow smoke will be used to designate the LZ. If no radio contact is .est­
ablished, a single red panel will be c::i.spla~"8d in addition to the yellow 
smok0. 

b. Command. Platoon COmlilanci.8r will report to Regimental Recon Lidson 
and a.c~ep€ a11 orders from that statio:," Teams are under complete control 
of their platoon. 

)/C ! 
/

: ; (" '_.:' ," ('c.,. 'I ,".', .. , _., 
: ' , .. 1 /: 

J. R .-GARDNER 
ls/!-~ .. U.S. 11arine Oorps 

Operat~~ Officer 

Annexes: A - Operation Overlay 
B - None 
C - None 
D - R[~,~~0 Brevity Code 
E - Frequency Assignment Table 
F - Reports 
G - Supporting Arms 

-3-

\, I~' , . ~ ~j-< .' "'~/</~ '-. ,.-1/., ". ~·"-,·'-·~·:T ... ,,,-
Ji~MES L. COMPTON 

Captain U.S, Marine Corps 
C.O~ Recon Group Alpha 
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(2) Extent of wounds will be described.

(3) Minor casualties will be treated but not evacuated.

(4) Serious casualties will be evecuated by helicopter along with
the entire team involved if deemed necessary by the Platoon Commander.

e. Prisoners. If it becomes necessary to take a prisoner to avoid
compromise of the mission, the prisoner will be evacuated on conclusion of
the mission.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS

a. Communications

(1) A relay station will be established on Hill 69.

(2) Platoon will use AN/PRC-10 radio as the primary means of com-
munication with the liaison team.

(3) Teams will use AN/PRC-10 radio as the primary means of comm-
unication.

(4) Platoon will report every six (6) hours by code word design-
ation commencing L Hour. (See Annexes D and F)

(5) challenge and password between teams will be number system: 13.

(6) If it becomes necessary for a patrol member to re-enter friend-

ly lines, he will reply "Recon" if challenged, followed by his name and rank.

(7) Helicopters will be landed with radio contact if possible.
Yellow smoke will be used to designate the LZ. If no radio contact is .est-

ablished, a single red panel will be displayed in addition to the yellow
smoke.

b, Command. Platoon Commander will report to Regimental Recon Liaison
and accept all orders from that station, Teams are under complete control
of their platoon.

/ JAMES L. COMPTONJ. R. GARDNER
Captain U.S. Marine Corpsls(tLt. U.S. Marine Corps

C.Oc Recon Group AlphaOperations Officer

Annexes: A - Operation Overlay
B - None
C - None
D - Radio Brevity Code
E - Frequency Assignment Table
F - Reports
G - Supporting Arms

CONFIDENTIAL-3-
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'C,QNFTDENTUL • • RECON GROtT.? AL.:HfI. 
CHU !AI, VIET N;\~1 

t:'11/~ C?er &5' 

Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) to Group Order //-~5 

1. Concept. Code words <:':8 designed t(') provide: 

a. A means of, send:L1t~ short, easily uno.":"'.::;tood messages. 

b. Some degree of r').c'd.o security without resortillg to a lengthy" diff ... 
icu1 t to use couple syskm. 

2. The following messages ;Jill be sent by the code words S'10wn: 

T~88J\GE 
".'.~ .. ,.--.-.. 

Deperture from known locatiol~ 
j,./'Jived at assigned position 
Cwmging to alternate frequency 
RetuY.'ning to base or carr.p 
KIA 
WIA 
MIA 

Engaged with enemy 
lll!ission Compromised 
CheckinG in on scheduled 

reporting Ume 
A:~t ';lh;'I"Y j):i.8ce (posi t_Jn) 
:Lr.Ls oneY' 
i'latool1 
:>:mpany 
Battalion 
Helo Landing Zone 
Patrol 
Ambush 
Observation Post 
Command Post 

CODE 

II 

ITEM 

7.62 mm 
.45 Cal. 

C 
D 
E 
F 
G 

.30 Cal. (car' . .iine) 
40 rom 

H (Color) 
I 
J 

Frag grenades 
liW grenadep 
Illum. grewld8s 
Smoke grenad s 
MCI 
'vater 

-I-

CO~j~~ WORn 

(Any city in U. S.) 
(Any country) 
" Blackoutll 
(JUny U.S~ automobile) 

11 Mortuary" (plus laC!'~) nam.:. init';al 
"Hospital" and :!.ast 3 -ligits of 
tISunsetil serial numbe1" for 

friendly) 
"Bullseye" 
"Home Run!! 

(Any anima:~) 
[,\~. '. ~ It Jackpotll 
"Ca.l.'diJ:1 ::..111 
"Pint" 
IIQl~:'.rtll 

"Gallon" 
liDus stopll 
"Blue ll 

"Redll 
"Ey(!~ 

"Earll 

Q,Wll!f.!.TY 

Uni (, of fire (100 rds) 
Box of ;;0 
Bandolier of 120 ras 
Br.ndolier of 6 rds 
leach 
... each 
1 each 
1 each 
Case of 1::: 
1 can (5 e;al) 

CONFIDENTL\L 
S ENCLOSURE ~5) 
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RECON GROUP ALPHACONFIDENTIAL
CHU LAI, VIET NAM
041200 OCT 65

Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) to Group Order 11-65

1. Concept. Code words are designed to provide:

a. A means of sending short, easily understood messages.

b. Some degree of radio security without resorting to a lengthy, diff-
icult to use couple system.

2. The following messages will be sent by the code words shown:

CODE WORDMESSAGE

(Any city in U. s.)Departure from known location
(Any country)Arrived at assigned position
"Blackout"Changing to alternate frequency
(Any U.S. automobile)Returning to base or camp
"Mortuary" (plus last, name initialKIA

and last 3 ligits of"Hospital"WIA
serial number for"Sunset"MIA
friendly)

"Bullseye"Engaged with enemy
"Home RunMission Compromised

Checking in on scheduled
(Any animal)reporting time

"Jackpot"Artillery Piece (position)
"Cardinal"Trisoner
PPint"Platoon
"Quart"Company
"Gallon"Battalion
"Bus stop"Helo Landing Zone
"Blue"Patrol
"Red"Ambush
"Eye"Observation Post
"Ear"Command Post

3. Resupply Code

QUANTITYITEMCODE

Uni is of fire (100 rds)7.62 mmA
Box of 50.45 Cal.is

Bandolier of 120 rds.30 Cal. (carbine)C
Bandolier of 6 rds40 mmD
? eachFrag grenadesE
1 eachWP grenaderF
1 eachIllum. grenadesG
1 eachH (Color) Smoke grenades
Case of 10MCII
1 can (5 gal)WaterJ

CONFIDENTIAL-1-
S

ENCLOSURE (35)
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CONFIDENTIAL • 
Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) continued 

~CODE 

V. 
Z,A 

L 
Jli 
N 

ITEM 

Medical supplies 
Morphine 
Bt~ 279 
BA 30 
H-33 >-ndset 

o '. /! ,,"'._- /-' 
me .. 1; \. complete) 

//.1 " i('" f. ?~,;,._ ,{ " ,,,! ",,' "" 
I .' C \ I ."_ 

, " '- . 
/ J. R. (}i'I.RDNER 

lstLt. U .S',.~/Marine Corps 
t', ' Opera t;i.,..0ns Officer 
, ." 

j 

-3-

• RECO},T GROUP ALPHA 
CHU lA!, VIET NAM 
d~~7-P(I' ~;-~ 

QUMITI1'! 
1 bag (unit 1) 
S s;},Tettes 
1 each 
2 
1 each 
1 each 

/ t'/ I . ~ ,. .' If '. ... -:.::~, ," /-'" --~ 

l Jll.MES Lit comoN .... -,/ .. " 
Captain U.S. Marine Corps 

C.O. Recon Group Alpha 

CONFIDENT IAL 
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RECON GROUP ALPHACONFIDENTIAL
CHU LAI, VIET NAM

Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) continued 041200 OCT 65

QUANTITY"CODE ITEM

1 bag (unit 1)Medical suppliesV
5 syrettesMorphineKM
1 eachL BA 279

M BA 30 2
H-33 handsetN 1 each
PRC-1 (complete)0 1 each

/ JAMES L. COMPTONJ. R. GARDNER
1stLt. U.S. /Marine Corps Captain U.S. Marine Corps

C.O. Recon Group AlphaOperations Officer

CONFIDENTIAL-3-
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• RE00N GROlli' ALPHA 
COO L.U, VIET NAH 
CJ9/~d t:b.r J./ 

i,fU)ex E (Frequency Assigrummt Table) to Group Order //-(J$ 

1. The following frequencies are assigned for use: 

CODE # - ~l STATIONS FREQUENCIES 

D-182 Patrol Cornmanc. Plt/Teruns 38.8 
D-218 Al t·l':rnnte Plt/Teruns !rlh3 
D-42 Helicopter Command Nail File 43.5 
11255 Relay ~1 .. 0 

2, The following frequencies are provided fo~ emergency use only: 

CODE # NET CONTnOL STATION CALL SIGN FREqUENCIES 

D-236 BnTac lstBn 4th lJied Pitlper 46.8 
D-230 BnTac 2ndBn' 4th Sudden Death 4~.8 
D-206 BnTac 3rdBn 3rd Wharehouse u2,9 
D .. l92 Regt.Tae 4th Marines Afterglow LO.1 

3. The following calL.sigr,s will be used by Co B (Rein), 3:rd Recon Bn: 

{jornpany Hendqu!U'ters 
3rd Platoon 
l:::t Team 
2n? Te,am 

,:? / /' / ........ 
:..j , / 

.. /" f\....,~ ,'! i d4,_.A_. 
, ... ', ----... 

J. R~' GARDNER 
ls~t. U.S. Marine Corps 
vOpera~s Officer 

Scat Bravo 
Whale 
Eel 
Sherk 

7 

( '!.~?>. ~/,. </ k:-~ 
JAMES L. COMPTOrr"' ./'. 

Captain U.S. Marine Corps 
C.O .. ReconGroup Illpha 

CONFIDENTUL 

ENCLOSURE ,(1s') 
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CONFIDENTIAL
RECON GROUT ALPHA
CHU LAI, VIET NAM
041200 00765

Annex E (Frequency Assignment Table) to Group Order 11-65
1. The following frequencies are assigned for use:

CODE # NET STATIONS FREQUENCIES

D-182 Patrol Command Plt/Teams 38.8D-218 Alternate Plt/Teams 44.3D-42 Helicopter Command Nail File 43.5
I 255 Relay 51.0

2, The following frequencies are provided for emergency use only:

CODE # NET CONTROL STATION CALL SIGN FREQUENCIES

D-236 BnTac 1stBn 4th 46.8Pied Priper
D-230 BnTac 2ndBn 4th Sudden Death 45.8D-206 BnTac 3rdBn 3rd Wharehouse 42.9
D-192 Regt.Tac 4th Marines Afterglow 40.1

3. The following callisigns will be used by Co B (Rein), 3rd Recon Bn:

Company Headquarters Scat Bravo
3rd Platoon Whale
1st Team Eel
2nd Team Shark

J. R GARDNER JAMES L. COMPTON
lstLt. U.S. Marine Corps Captain U.S. Marine Corps

Operations Officer C.O. Recon Group Alpha

CONFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE (35)
7
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c CONFIDENTIAL • ~Qfi ili-.,; ~p ~il.f.r 

CmT TAl, VIET NA.M 
C:?#' ~~C) C)(!r-~ 

Annex F (Reports) to Op Order /1-~5 

1. Reports llequired~ 

REPORT --

SitRep 

Salute 

Contact 

Compromise 

Departure 

Arrival 

Changing 
Position 

Caf;;ualties 

REPORTING trnIT PERIOD OF FREQUENCY 
.... r«t .... .- P. .. ... -

Platoons Every 6 hours 

Teams, Plt.;o Each occurrence 
(Rela.y) 

Tea.ms, PIts. 
(Relay) 

Teams, F:...t.s, 
(Relay) 

Teams_ PIts. 
(Relay) 

Teams, Plts. 
, (Relay) 

Teams, Plts. 
(Relay) 

Teams, Pl ts. 
(Relay) 

Each OOCUI'llenCe 

Each occurrenoe 

Ea.ch ooourrence 

Ea.ch occurrence 

I 

F.~ch ooourrenoe 

Each occurrence 

NOTE[' -

Use code 

lJ~e format: do 
not l.se report 
title 

tI II II II 

Use code 

Use code 

Use code and 
thrust line 

Use oode 

U,e code for type 
an(l pe'l:'s(ln, give 
exte~ . of injury 
in c;.;:; .... :c 

2. All teams will monitor for 15 minutes at 0200, 1000 and 1500 daily 
for possible relay, 

3. It will be 'assumed that a team. has no radio conta.ct if '8. scheduled 
report is not mnde \-1ithin t· ' hours of time require1i. hb . 'very prooedures 

(/ ,-; .// ",> ~lt' 
,\-Till be ini tia ted at this t.i.. •• 18. J" .. '," .' 

..... , /,(~~ .. '''''' ,; ~~~ .. -
JAMES L. COMPTON" , 

C9{>t.a:l"n U.S, Marine Corps 
O~O, CoB, Jrd~econBn 

CONFIDENTIAL ' 
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Recon Group HAHCONFIDENTIAL
CHU LAI, VIET NAM
041200 OCT 65

Annex F (Reports) to op Order 11-65

1. Reports Required:

REPORTING UNIT PERIOD OF FREQUENCY NOTESREPORT

Every 6 hours Use codePlatoonsSitRep

Use format: doTeams, Plt. Each occurrenceSalute
not use report(Relay)
title

11 " " 11Each occurrenceTeams, Plts.Contact

(Relay)

Use codeEach occurrenceTeams, Fits.Compromise
(Relay)

Use codeEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Departure
(Relay)

Use code andTeams, Plts. Each occurrenceArrival
thrust line(Relay)

Use codeTeams, Plts. Each occurrenceChanging
(Relay)Position

Use code for typeTeams, Plts. Each occurrenceCasualties
and person, give(Relay)
exter - of injury
in clour

2. All teams will monitor for 15 minutes at 0200, 1000 and 1500 daily
for possible relay.

3. It will be assumed that a team has no radio contact if a scheduled

report is not made within t hours of time required. he very procedures
will be initiated at this time.

Ten
It

JAMES L. COMPTON
Captain U.S. Marine Corps

C.O. CoB, 3rdReconBn

CONFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE (35
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~' .. nnex G (Supporting Arms) to Grl'up Order //-W-

1. GENERAL 

• RECON GROU;' .U;L'Ili\ 
CHU ~}Il, VIET n\J 

~/..zt?~ ~W-

a. 3rdBn (-)(Re in), 12th l'iarines Artillery groupment is prov).ding sup­
port for this operation, :>'1; 8n howit~er and one . 'latQ~~' of 15Smru hOl1itzers 
have been placed in direct '-):IP~01'tA 

b. lstMA\rJ provides armed helicopters a.nd close air Burr10rt as require( 
13eg.;.;~Cling R-Day at 1-15 artillery and ai.r snpport is on C?:::.. .. 

2. EXECUTION 

a. Be prepared to (~'~ "~ ~nd adjust artillery fire if eng[!ged or discov .. 
ered in order to facilii.,c\te wHhdrawal and Y'(;c.::·rery. 

b. Be prepared to c"1.1 :md direct air uhen aVllilable to facilitate 
withdrawal and r~)COvery~ 

c. Be prepared to call and adjust air or LrtD.lery on l.rnportant targets 
of opportunity as discovered. 

d. ~dinnting Instruction~ 

(1) Supporting fires will be requested and adjusted throngl'j the 
reoon report net. 

(?) l,iaison Officer w~ll relay requests and adjustm<'!'lts immediately 
G() 4th Mnrj,nes FSGG to 'Pass to .ArdBn, 12th Marines FDC or MA'.r·~_:' as approp­
ri.ate" 

(3) If an a.ir strike is requested and ap'~")roved, the team request­
ing the mission '-Till dispJay a sin~le red pa.nel at its p')sition when air­
cl'aft/~re on stat:i.on. 

/./'~IIIJ. " (/~~', / 
, \...-.- /" .' I' (. :lt~t "." '<"-"" . 

. ' , ,/" ..... ,-.~ 
, ,~. R. GARDNER 

1ftLt, , U.S. ~io.rine Corps 
I " 

yeratiorw-Officer 

DECLASSIFIED 

Captain U.S~ Na:rine C;or~s 
C.O. Recon Group Alpha 

CONFIDENTL\L 

ENCLOSURE (~ 
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RECON GROUP ALPHACONFIDENTIAL
CHU IAI, VIET MAM
041200 OCT65

Annex G (Supporting Arms) to Group Order 11-65

1. GENERAL

a. 3rdBn (-) (Rein), 12th Marines Artillery groupment is providing sup-

port for this operation. the E" howitzer and one later of 155mm howitzers

have been placed in direct suppor

b. 1stMAW provides armed helicopters and close air support as require
Beginning R-Day at L-15 artillery and air support is on cell.

2. EXECUTION

a. Be prepared to call and adjust artillery fire if engaged or discov-

ered in order to facilitate withdrawal and recovery.

b. Be prepared to cell and direct air when available to facilitate

withdrawal and recovery.

C. Be prepared to call and adjust air or artillery on important targets
of opportunity as discovered.

a. Coordinating Instructions

(1) Supporting fires will be requested and adjusted through the

recon report net.

(2) Liaison Officer will relay requests and adjustments immediately
to 4th Marines FSCC to pass to rdBn, 12th Marines FDC or MAC-20 as approp-
riate.

(3) If an air strike is requested and approved, the team request-

ing the mission will display a single red panel at its position when air-

craft are on station.

from OfHic
JAMES L. COM TON

,1. R. GARDNER
Captain U.S. Marine CorpsletLt U.S. Marine Corps

C.O. Recon Group AlphaOperations Officer

CONFIDENTIAL
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• REU' ,-Rom AIFA • , . 

3rd Reconw . ;sanCf~ Bo:t,·:;::.lton 
3rd Marine Di'ii:->ion" OITT J'lar1ne Amphibious Force 

c/o FPO" San F'l':lecisco, 96601 

3/DLL/rjm 
11 Oct 196$ 

From: Commanding O.f.ticer 
To: Commanding Officer" 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion 

Subj: Patro1Rep~rt, Operation 11-65,6-9 October 196) 

Ref: (a) DivO 3480.1 
(b) Reoon Group lUia Order 11 .. 65 ·dtd 4 Oot 1965 
(c) Map: Vietnam" 1:50,000 Tri B~nh 6757 III, Series L701 

Enol: (1) Patrol Route and Enemy Movement Overlay 

1. In accordance \nth reference (a), the f6llowing report is submitted. 

2. Units parUcipD.ting in Oper(}ion 11 ... 65, . ' ... 

3rd Platoon, Co B (Rein), 3~d Reconnaiss~ye Battalion 

3. a. General Review of Signifi(':f'~~:~~iTepts. The mission was to establish 
surveillance over tEe vrttage of P.'oo xtiaoJi in grid squax'es BT 36(/ and 
BT 3705. The 3rd Platoon, Co B, 3rd Hec9n Bn. landed 5.ntzHiokory at 
06l8l5H and moved along patrol route and:hetablished OPls .Eel" Shark and . 
Shark Alia, as shown on 2atro1 Route ond Enemy Movement Overlay (enclosure 1). 
The platoon was recovered in LZ Hickory at 09l710H and returned to RLT-4 CP. 
During the patrol, 5 Vietnamese in a group with one weapon 1cJ'GY't; sighted and 
taken under ~ire" re~ult~g in two ene~ wo~ded, no fri~dlYlqsualties. . 
Conoentrations CX 122A arid CX 123 were registered \'lith no obr:(,r'lted results, 
The follOwing is a chronological listing of the significant C7ents: 

0618l5H. Hell.lift complete at coord BT387075. 

06l900H. Established harbor sitEi:'at coord BT 384073. , " 

062200H. Registered concentration CX 122A at coo~d BT 383068. 

070400H. Departed harbor site. 

070600H •. Est:e.blished oli Whllle~ 

01ll00H. Released team Eel. 

071600H. . Relea.s~d team Shark •. " .. 

08nOOH. Team Shark reports r(mdezvous with Eel and repOrtf> that 0.­
search of huts indicates that a por1~ion of this village is inhabited. 

ENCLOSURE (3SY 

DECLASSIFIED 
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REC ROU! AIFA
3rd Reconna sance Battalion

3rd Marine Division, ITT Marine Amphibious Force
c/o FPO, San Francisco, 96601

3/DLL/rjm
11 Oct 1965

From: Commanding Officer
Commanding Officer, 3rd Reconnaissance BattalionTo:

Subj: Patrol Report, Operation 11-65, 6-9 October 1965

(a) DivO 3480.1Ref:
(b) Recon Group Alfa Order 11-65 dtd 4 Oct 1965
(c) Map: Vietnam, 1:50,000 Tri Binh 6757 III, Series L701

Encl: (1) Patrol Route and Enemy Movement Overlay

1. In accordance with reference (a), the following report is submitted.

2. Units participating in Oper(tion 11-65:

3rd Platoon, Co B (Rein), 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion

3. a. General Review of Significa Events. The mission was to establish
surveillance over the village of P....CO Khach in grid squares BT 3606 and
BT 3705. The 3rd Platoon, Co B, 3rd Recon Bn. landed in LZ Hickory at
061815H and moved along patrol route and betablished OP's Eel, Shark and

1).Shark Alfa, as shown on Patrol Route and Enemy Movement Overlay (enclosure
The platoon was recovered in LZ Hickory at 091710H and returned to RLT-4 CP.

During the patrol, 5 Vietnamese in a group with one weapon were sighted and

taken under fire, resulting in two enemy wounded, no friendly nasualties.
Concentrations CX 122A and CX 123 were registered with no obsorved results.
The following is a chronological listing of the significant events:

061815H. Helilift complete at coord BT 387075.

061900H. Established harbor site at coord BT 384073.

062200H. Registered concentration CX 122A at coord BT 383068.

070400H. Departed harbor site.

070600H. Established OP Whale.

071100H. Released team Eel.

07160OH. Released team Shark.

081100H. Team Shark reports rendezvous with Eel and reports that a

search of huts indicates that a portion of this village is inhabited.

ENCLOSURE (3.5)10
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081300H. Team Eel r'eports sj. .. /~:';ing , VietnaJl'es~ andO'ne r:iJ.·I~ ~ 
taking them under fire. P"J'i' 'J.' T'evealed lnO dist:l·]c;.', blood t ~~;i.ls. no' 
bodies. No ftiendly casua)-,ies taIten. . :.;., . 

, ~'f' ',' ~ "r: 
081400H. Registered concentration ex 123 at coord BT je~q~9. .." .. 

, ", ~'f ":<. r. J', 

o81800H. Eel and Shark rendezvous with l.Jhale. . ,.} .. ., 
, . ~ ? ,:~,~ ': ,',I .. : ;.' .... 

090400H. Patrol conducted by a team to coord BT'3B90~)"*~~le',th;"'r' , 
established OP Shark Alfa.::fj';.,',,;.;'r';,.' 

. ~ ~ ~ .. ~.; :', !'\'<"{.,::'; i. 

090600H. Patrol conducted on trail leading into vi).lag$r~i"~rn,c~':t""l: 
BT ,83067 to BT 377063. Negative r~:Jsults.. , 1[ .' '~i:l '.'; 

• . ~ j. '"I \ .'>" ~.:,' \ •. 

09163QH. Hhale, Eel and ;)rk :moved to LZ Hickory and' r¢:1dezvouelAtd . 
With Shark AUa. . , , '>' . ' . 

, 
.' <?91,1~QH,,~ R~b,~v;~ry comp1e t r,,:l, t. 'Helilifted to 4th MBr:tnes: CPt 

, " .' 1.<,",' '" r,ti 4(· 

... ::;: ','. \:l,:':. ~ '. ";4 
j,;,~ . 

. ..- ~ 
'\. \ ,'j: • '",,~, '. 

r' ~ 

I 
! . , 

• • 
DECLASSIFIED 

.~. :,:-'. ;, . , 

.; . . ' 

DECLASSIFIED

081300H. Team Eel reports sighting 5 Vietnamese and one rifle and

taking them under fire. Present revealed UWO distinci, blood t ails, no
bodies. No friendly casua] ies taken.

081400H. Registered concentration CX 123 at coord BT 382059

08180OH. Eel and Shark rendezvous with Whale.

090400H. Patrol conducted by a team to coord BT 389069 where the

established OP Shark Alfa.

090600H. Patrol conducted on trail leading into village from could
BT 383067 to BT 377063. Negative results.

09163QH. Whale, Eel and S rk moved to LZ Hickory and rendezvoused
with Shark Alfa.

091710H. Recovery completed. Helilifted to 4th Marines CP.

By command of
JAMES L. COMPTON
Commander, Recon Group Alfa

4. R. GARDNER
Operation Officer
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OPERATION OVERLYANNEX 4 so GROUND ORDER 11-65
OPERATION 11-00
30 PLT, cab (REIN)

30 RECON BN.

VIETNAM 1:50,000

TRI BINH 6757 III.
SERIES 2701

Spt.R.g.
Mickee

31

08
+

WHALE
a

HICKORY

40EEL

06

SHARK

LEGEND

a - of

O - HLZ

ENCLOSURE (35)4
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156

09

sat.Ry

mbeel

30

PLT,

COB,

3d

RECONDIN

TRI

BINH

6757111

VIETNAM

1:50,000

MOVEMENT

OVERLAY

OCERATIONS

&
ENERY

OPERATION

11-65

LTOL

ENCLOSURE

(1)

CONTACTSIGHTING HLZ

EEL

WHALE

01

ASHARK"A"

09

39

of

SHARKA

04
SHAREEL

36



DECLASSIFIED 

g Q H l' 1 D E J! 1/'· I ' · 
. 1 \ 

GROUP ORD1J.:H 12 .. 6S 
Reft (a) Map. Vlat lam 1.,0,000, A!&S, LJ101 6157 III aAt 6765 XV 

(b) BnOpO 336-65 

Time Zones H 

Task Orpnisatinna )1-- Platoon, tt() It Oo.al\Y, 1 st Recon In 

a.. latV li'Qt9SU!- Sea 06rl'ent 11'W1Ut. A. br1efei. 

b. Fr1§Mk 1911U. Se. ourrent op.wu. Aa bl'iefat. 

o. Atteohmta alA ".O_mla None 

2. ~.S~lYli.,. '1'0 pr~"U .• area reoOMa1 ..... AC. by 4f.tablilb,'ng OP'. in 

8rU squares .aa ~9a 8\1 to .BS 4892 t. tetermne va """'nt aM location •• 

3. ~xtiiQllUWt. 

a. Oongep~" UIft:Uo~ At WOUl' ...., )ri. P~t.oOIlt ~II c. 
lanas in LZ Sbas-lt SO 29 an •• "e. into p081t10n ' •• shevn in Annex A 

(Operation OVerla.Y). Once COo4. OP 81'es bay. be.n. oOOupl •• , the teams 

w111 remain ltatio 1n tbeir reapeotl .. ,..Ulon. 'lb • .,~toln w111 assUlllble 

prior to W-Ho\U' for pickuo at .LaMia, IOAe Dol.phine. 492924. 

b. JEj fD5RlIb S" Op. Prov1 •• one (1) platoon of tour t.eams to 

establish observation as shown onAnntX A (Operation Overla¥). 

o. QI,!!l" ,B,'02 '~l. Prov14. a * .. )8 for relay in the 31'i Hn, 7th 

Marin.s area, ant a watoh in the 7tb Marine. COO. 

i. 9.2QritJll~'Q&; ~D.t£,gUon.t 

( 1) R-Day 11 , OOtober 196,. 
l2} Wour is 06)0, , October 196J. 
(,3) W...}{ourh 17)0, 7 October 1965. ..... 

~4) IAniina Zone Shark is leoat"at 0001" ~,SQ9929. 

1
5) ·Alternate 1A000ing lone 1.1 i. 1 ... tat at 0 ...... BI '14932. 
6) Piokup ",.lngZone Dolphin i, looat ... at 00.,. IS 492924. 

7) Alternate Plo* Laniinc lOAI Porpoi.e is l •• t.,. at as 491931. 

(8) Platoon Oo_nCar will brief' hi, platlon ona.1 enphas1ming 

the new oonoept or explOitation ani oontlnUltion or .8s1gn" missions. 

I 
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GROUP ORDER 12-65
Ref: (a) Map: Viet Nam 1:50,000, AMS, L-701 6757 III and 6765 IV

BnOpO 336-65(b)

Time Zone: H

Task Organization: 3rd Platoon, "0" Company, 1st Recon Bn

1. SITUATION.

a. Enemy Forces. See current isums. As briefed.

b. Friendly Forces. See current opsums. As briefed.

C. Attachments and Detachments. None

2. MISSION. To provide area reconnaissance by establishing OP's in

grid squares BS 5092 SW to BS 4892 to determine VC movement and locations.

3. EXECUTION.

a. Concept of operation. At L-Hour R-Day 3rd Platoon, "O" Co

lands in LZ Shark BS 509929 and moves into position as shown in Annex A

(Operation Overlay). Once good OP sites have been occupied, the teams

will remain static in their respective position. The platoon will assumble

prior to W-Hour for pickue at Landing Zone Dolphine BS 492924.

b. 3rd Platoon, "ON Co. Provide one (1) platoon of four teams to

establish observation as shown on Annex A (Operation Overlay).

c. Co. "C" (Rein) (-). Provide a MRO-38 for relay in the 3rd Bn, 7th

Marines area, and a watch in the 7th Marines 000.

d. Coordinating Instructions

(1) R-Day is 5 October 1965.

(2) L-Hour is 0630, 5 October 1965.

(3) W-Hour is 1730, 7 October 1965.

(4) Landing Zone Shark is located at coord B 509929.

(5) Alternate Landing Zone Eel is located at coord BS 514932.

(6) Pickup Landing Zone Dolphin is located at coard BS 492924.

(7) Alternate Pickly Landing Zone Porpoise is located at BS 491931.

(8) Platoon Commander will brief his plateon on R-1 emphasizing
the new concept of exploitation and continuation of assigned missions.

CONFIDENIIAL
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(9) Platoon OOJlll8.n«er will ensure hh platoon has ... etaUea 
esoape anci eveasion plan. . ' 

( 10) Debriefing will be ooniuotet by 00, no" 00 (ae1n) an« the 
OOnllPn,y lntelligenoe Ohlef after the return of the platoon to the 00 area. 

( 11) Stani1nc rules of engagement. w111 apply ant be obsery". 
(12) 'l'eams w111 ."101. oontaot or oODpl"omse by Ua.,enousper8onnel. 
(1,3) All enelQJ' 81chtlng. will be reportsa immei1at.ely ant teams 

vill remain on radio until toli to abut .own. 
(14) Platoon Oomanier vill 'eoU. 'fit 18 n808."'rl to reo over 

.. team ani llIlke .pprop1ate request tor helioopter, 
(15) Al·tillery tire an41 air .tl"1k •• vUl b. requested as outline« 

in Annex D (Fire Support Plan). 
(16) Teams will .raw sketches aM oYerlays of vlllagEis ani oritical 

trttlls when the 81t_tIo11 permits. 
(17) ThrustL1nes ft-Da, 4289 

R+1 4390 
a<t2 4491 

Thrusr l1ne Oba",8' at. 0800 uu.v. 
4. 6DMIN~lW,0lj Arm WQI§A iv~ 

a. Ba.Uswa 
(1) Teams wl11 oarr.r )«)1 for thr •• U) .1.18. 

(2) Teams will oarr.r three (3) Gant.ens per nan, 

b. Arms "'rAj AIQIW111c'QQi 
I 

( 1) 120 rouni.s perDlln, 

(2) Two (2) 14-26 f~gmente.t1on 1I"8nU.e. per an. 

(3) Two (2) 14-79 poenates launoherl with 18 roual eaoh £0 the 

plt1toon. 

o. blolal IaW.PMQtc \ 

( 1) lIlaob tea. will oarry one (1) ret panel aM one (1) yellow 

amoke. 

(2) Eaoh te&m will oarrl one (1) al,na1 m1rror, 

2 
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(9) Platoon Commander will ensure his platoon has a detailed
escape and eveasion plan.

(10) Debriefing will be conducted by 00, "C" Do (Rein) and the
Comapny Intelligence Chief after the return of the platoon to the 00 area.

(11) Standing rules of engagements will apply and be observed.
(12) Teams will avoid contact or compromise by idigenous personnel.
(13) All enemy sightings will be reported immediately and teams

will remain on radio until told to abut down.
(14) Platoon Commander will decide if it is necessary to recover

team and make appropiate request for helicopter.
(15) Artillery fire and air strikes will be requested as outlined

in Annex D (Fire Support Plan).
(16) Teams will draw sketches and overlays of villages and critical

trails when the situation permits.
(17) Thrust Line: R-Day 4289

4390R+1
4491R+2

Thrusr line changes at 0800 daily.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS

Q. Rations

(1) Teams will carry MOI for three (3) days.

(2) Teams will carry three (3) canteens per man.

b. Arms and Ammunition

(1) 120 rounds per man.

(2) Two (2) M-26 fragmentation grenades per man.

(3) Two (2) M-79 grenades launchers with 18 rounds each fo the

platoon.

0. Special Equipment

(1) Each team will carry one (1) red panel and one (1) yellow

smoke.

(2) Each team will carry one (1) signal mirror.

2
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Q Q.li 1'.1 D .hi N 7' "')' t" 
\ \. 

(3) Bach teaJQ ;"111 carr1 tv. (2) -.v/nignt .rlar~lit 

Ii. QymlUes 

(1) All casualties will be report ... imetUately bl eMo d.esituat .. 

ion as iescribe« in Annex B (Oommunloation) ani Annex C (reperts). 

(2) Extent of vouMS will be lieacrlbed.. 

(3) Minor 00. 8 ... 1t 18 8 "ill be tr.'", but ;not evaouatei. 

(4) Serious oausaltiel w111 be eva.OUfl.t .. by hel1qClpter along vUh 

the team involve4.. 

e. h:hontts 

(,) If it beoomes n~.,aary to take a pr110ner toavolcl oomprom­

ls8 of the mission, the prisoner w111 be evaoutect on oonclusion of the 

a. Platoon Oomn&nlier will establiah .oU'l&ll1oaUon ontpuoh own anti 
report every two (2) hpure thereafter, 
b. Platoon anli teams vill use AN/PRO.10 ILl a pr.1_rl Means of oommun-
ications. '. 
(;. AN/PRO-4? will be s8CoDiarl mean. of OOJUllluniont10r\l. ' 
ci. Challenge 80M passwori between tealU "ill be .1 .... ton"J!·rlo". 
e. If' it beoomu nec.seary for a patrol menber to re ... nter ti'bnily 
lines, he vill . .reply "Recon", it obaU ..... , tolloWN 'by hit name ani. rank. 
f. Helioopteri will be laM" with rUl. contact It, •• siable. Yellow 
smoke w111 be US" to cledlnate the 1&. It no melle oontact1e estnbl1eheel 
n siellall rM.panel )liU be Iilspl.a1_ in uclition t. the T.uow smoke. 

<"g. The rollving sha~ea will be utUl.e' by the sq_ 1t n60eosnr,.' 
( 1) System.' 1, G RAY If 0 U N D S . 

1U2 ) 4 5 6 '1 8 9 0 
(2) Byshm II 2. AF lJ.' ERa LOW 8 
'1~34'67890 . 

h. Op-ot. Teams are uruler ~~et. Dntrol of their patrol 18l}Gier. 

Annexoss a-operntiona Overlay 
~ommunloe.tlon8 
o.aeporta 
i-Fire Support Plan 

'. , . 
J 

81 OOJmani. of 
JAMES t... OOlftON 
00, Racon Group A 

*;: a. w, QRAIN 
,~Oo. "0-, 1.t aeoon Bn 

\ 
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(3) Each team will carry two (2) day/night flares.

d. Casualties

(1) All casualties will be reported imediately by code designat-

ion as described in Annex B (Communication) and Annex C (reports).

(2) Extent of wounds will be described.

(3) Minor casualties will be treated, but not evacuated.

(4) Serious causalties will be evacuated by helicopter along with

the team involved.

e. Prisoners

(1) If it becomes necessary to take a prisoner to avoid comprom-

ise of the mission, the prisoner will be evacuted on conclusion of the

mission.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS.

a. Platoon Commander will establish communication on touch down and

report every two (2) hours thereafter.
b. Platoon and teams will use AN/PRC-10 as a primary means of commun-

ications.
0. AN/PRC-47 will be secondary means of communications.
d. Challenge and password between teams will be "Kingston"-Trio",
e. If it becomes necessary for a patrol menber to re-enter friendly
lines, he will reply "Recon", if challenged, followed by his name and rank.

f. Helicopters will be landed with radio contact if possiable. Yellow
smoke will be used to designate the L2. If no radio contact is established
a signal red panel will be displayed in addition to the yellow smoke.

.g. The follwing shackles will be utilized by the squad if necessary:
(1) System # 1sGRAYHOUNDS

11234567890
(2) System # 21 AFTERGLOWS

1234567890
h. Command. Teams are under copilete control of their patrol leader.

Annexes: a-Operations Overlay
b-Communications
c-Reports
d-Fire Support Plan

By Command of
JAMES L. COMPTON
co, Recon Group A

R. W. ORAIN
Co. # 0", 1st Recon Bnthe

3
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Annex II (OoJlllll.Ulioatlon Plan) to Patrol OJ:t4.er 

1. Qongept 

a, This annex i8 ie8lgnea to provite a oono11. 11at~Qf, of all the 
oommunication requirements that w111 be MO •• .,arl in thtl'operation. 
It lnolwles frequenote8 a.l1.able, rad,to bro,,1t1 Gaie, aM 0&11' slgna. 

2. IVeQ'WlWl 

a. the following frequenoies are a.ll,n" for use. 

Rel,wtlf b!c. i»1c19no Frt9Jl11lQbl. 

D-208 Intra-ooJlPElll1 COJllllflM. Pla to oD/O 0" n,y 43.1 
" 

D-2.36 AUernate Platoon!Oo..,nr 52,1 

D-63 Slngle SUe Band Oonpal\Y/'lat.tona 7993 

1)-42 Helioopter OomnaM TAR BUSH 45.3 

b. The followina frequenoles are pro'f'Uecl tor eae1',oao1' use onl1. 

~.IQ!19r b1 Q2Q~to • .§aU2D QI,~ ika I'DQ_a2ltl 

1>-99 13n tAe 18tBn. 7th Mar PR01UNENCE 41,3 Pr1srl 
D-180 ,S,6 8800.1'1 

D-22~ Bn TAU 3MBn, 7th Mar S){KPl'IO 4S.2 'd.1'1' 
D-222 .44. 8 Secondary 

D .. 184 Reg 1"0 7th ~r Htiqtrs 
11 

SfARB()\lU) 39.3 

» ... s Reg TAe 7th Hal' Hiqtrs STARBOARD 2,)6 
12 

c. The follo"ing freq,uenole. Ilre avana.ble When air observers are 
airborne or 1£ ttB" 00, )ra Reoon En is 1n tbe tl8l4.. 

Dodlmti2r an ga~ filII EEM1tA910. 

1)..'182 til) tt Reoon SCAT BRAVO 38.8 Pr1aar¥ 44." Seoeniar l 

0 ... 218 DAO ROSEMOUNT 40.7 

3. It!.Qlo !m1li'lrIY 2QR~ 

a. The following "ori8 are .eal,ne. to prov1&e ahort, ea.1~ 

OuO Nfl DIN 'I' 1 A " 

, , 
}. 

'i\ 

i 

\ 
I':. 

i 
.\ 
I 
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CHU LAI, SOUTH VIRT NAM

Annex B (Communication Plan) to Patrol Order

1. Concept

This annex is designed to provide a concise listing of all thea.
communication requirements that will be necessary in this operation.
It includes frequencies available, radio brevity code, and call signs.

2. Frequencies

The following frequencies are assigned for usesa.

FrequenciesStationsNetDesignator

Plateon/Company 43.1Intra-Company CommandD-208

Platoon/Company 52.1D-236 Alternate

Company/Plateons 7993Single Side BandD-63

45.3TAR BUSHHelicepter CommandD-42

b. The following frequencies are provided for emergency use only:

FrequenciesCall SignControl StationNetDesignator

41.3 PrimaryPROMINENCEBn TAC 1stBn, 7th MarD-99
38.6 SecondaryD-180

45.2 PrimarySKEPTICBn TAC 3rdBn, 7th MarD-225
44.8 SecondaryD-222

39.3STARBOARDReg TAC 7th Mar HdqtrsD-184
#1

2536STARBOARDReg TAC 7th Mar HdqtrsD-8
#2

C. The following frequencies are available when air observers are
airborne or if #B" Co, 3rd Recon Bn is in the field.

FrequenciesCall SignNetDesignator

38.8 PrimarySCAT BRAVOD-182 "B" Recon
44.35 Secondary

40.7ROSEMOUNTDAOD-218

3. RADIO BREVITY CODE

a. The following words are designed to provide short, easily

CC0NFIDENTIAL
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understood Illessages while nllowlne some liegree of l'bdio security with­

out resorting to lengthy d.~fficu1t to use couple 8ystetlas. 

b. 'l'he following messa.gas will be sent by code WONS shown1 

Changing to nlternnte froquency 

KIA - '1}<1t'l'E 
~IA - "H.ll\1'UHE" 
lilA .. "HOPE It 

Ell.gngecl w1th enemy 

Mission oonprondsed. 

tflUUllDEiWA LL" 

P1UB last name initial QM last .3 
c1g1ts of seriQl number. 

tlMOON RI\}(f.:R" 

"CAPE: FEAR" 
/ 

Departure from known position (an1 day of week). 

Arrive~ at assigned position (8~ month). 

Changing position 

4. lY!QIO ClAW: ,SIG.Utl 

... 'l'he fol1ow~ng call sign will be used by 1I0 tl 00, 1 at Reoon ~n. 

H~\ ~tutiol} 

Co. Co Hdqtra 
-Jo-
-do- 31'41. PL'l' 
--do- TM #1 
...clo- 'l'B 1/2 
--do- 'I'M 113 

Q!.J,J. S~&!J Wa. 

Sl!ABROOl\ 4.3.1 

DELlCATESSEl~ 43.1 
.t3ARl3ARA 43.1 
DORA 43.1 
.TAN 4.3.1 

COHMilJllDEft, llEGON GROUP ALPHA 
James L. CONP'J.'ON 

GO, tIC" 00, 1 st Recon 13n 

2 
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understood messages while allowing some degree of radio security with-

out resorting to lengthy difficult to use couple systems.

b. The following messages will be sent by code words shown

Code WordMessage

"THUNDERBALL"
Changing to alternate frequency

Plus last name initial and last 3
KIA - "FATE

digits of serial number.WIA - "FORTUNE"
MIA - "HOPE"

MOON RAKER"
Engaged with enemy

"CAPE HEAR"Mission compronised

Departure from known position (any day of week).

Arrived at assigned position (any month).

"DR. NO"
Changing position

4. RADIO CALL SIGNS

a. The following call sign will be used by "O" Co, 1st Recon Bn.

Freq.Call SignStationNet

43.1SEABROOKCo HdqtrsCo.
-do-

43.1DELICATESSEN3rd PLT-do-
43.1BARBARATM #1-do-
43.1DORATM #2-do-
43.1JANTM #3-do-

COMMANDER, RECON GROUP ALPHA
James L. COMPTON

CO, "C" Co, 1st Recon Bn

2
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Ann~ C (Reports to Patrol Order 

1. Reports Requireda 

&Qott Roparting Unit 

SitRep Coltpan,y 

SitRep Platoons 

Salute 'l'eams, PIts. 
(Relay) 

Contact Teams, Plts. 
(Relay) 

Compro.l1tiae Teams, Plts. 
(Relay) 

Arr;ivtll l'eams, l>lts. 
(Relay) 

Changing Teams, PIts. 
Position (Relay) 

CaaU'llties 'l'eams, PIts. 
(Relay) 

DECLASSIFIED 

OOP1 ___ of ____ cop1es 
Reoonnaissance Group Alpha 
ClIU Ul, SOU.l'H VIE'l' NAM 

ett~d tiC ':tUYlBe;: IWI. 
Every )0 minutes CO or Liaison 

Officer 

Every 6 hours 

Each oeourrenoe Use torMt; 410 
not use report 
title 

Each ooourrence ",0-

Each ooourrence Use oode 

Each OCOUl"fenCO Use cOllie and 
thrust line 

Each ocourrence Use colie 

Each ooourrenoe Use oollie for 
type u.ni. person, 
give extent of 
injur.v in clear 

2. All teams will roni tor fo!' 15 minutes at 0200, 1000 an« 1500 ddly 
for possible relay. 

3. It will be assumed that a team has no radio oontact if a soheduled 
report is not made within two hours of time required. Recnvery proced­
lU'es win be initiated at this time. 

OOMMANDER, RIOClON GROUP ALPHA 
James t. COMP1'ON 

co, "0" Co, 1st Reoon Bn 
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Reconnaissance Group Alpha
CHU LAI, SOUTH VIET NAM

Annox C (Reports to Patrol Order

1. Reports Required:

Reporting Unit Period of Frequency NotesReport

Every 30 minutesSitRep CO or LiaisonCompany
Officer

Every 6 hoursPlatoonsSitRep

Salute Teams, Plts. Each occurrence Use format; do
(Relay) not use report

title

Contact Teams, Plts. -do-Each occurrence
(Relay)

Teams, Plts.Compromise
(Relay) Use codeEach occurrence

Arrival Teams, Plts.
(Relay) Use code andEach occurrence

thrust line

Changing Teams, Plts.
(Relay) Use codeEach occurrencePosition

Teams, Plts.Casualties
(Relay) Use code forEach occurrence

type and person,
give extent of
injury in clear

2. All teams will monitor for 15 minutes at 0200, 1000 and 1500 daily
for possible relay.

3. It will be assumed that a team has no radio contact if a scheduled
report is not made within two hours of time required. Recovery proced-
ures will be initiated at this time.

COMMANDER, RECON GROUP ALPHA
James L. COMPTON

CO, "C" Co, 1st Recon Bn

7 ENCLOSURE (36)
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Reoonnaissance Group Alpha. 
CHU lAI, SOTJl'H Vl1!~' NflM 

Annex D (Fire Support Plan) to patrol Oriel' 

a. 3r« Un (-) (Rein), 11 th Marines w111 provide artillery f1re support 
for thiH operation, . 

b. 1 at MAW will provide nrmed helioopters ~nd olose air support as 
requireti., beginnil1£ R-Day at L ... 15, art1l1erl and all' support is 011 oall, 

n. 'l'eo.rns be prepareli to oall nnd 41reot as.r when available t:ire if engnged 
on discoverecl in order to facilitate wlthirawnl and recovery. 

b. Be prepnr~ to 08.11 and dtJ,eot air wben available to facilitate 
withdrnwul nnd recovery. . 

o. Be propnrw to call £lnd e.~just flir or llrtillery on important 
tnrgets of opportunity as cliscQveyoecl. 

d. Q.Q.2£t!flO,t ~nl~_lrH~!t:1!ill9.nr;: 

(1) Teams will request an« aijuat through the Co nollf , 1st Reoon 
un., net. 

(2) Liaison officer will relay requests and adjustments lmmecli­
ntely to 7th Marines FSOO. 

(3) If nn air strike is requested and approved, the requesting 
team w:ill cJ.isplny a single r.ed panel at ita position when air craft are 
on al,ption. 

(I.) 7th f.fnrinea }'SCC has hAem provU.etl w1th a planned coneen .. 
tration overlay. 

COMlIIdiDEH., RGCON GROUP ALPHA 
tTnlll~s L. CO!-¥l'ON 

R. \~. ORAIN 
CO, tIC tI Co, 1st Recon Bn 

CON.t' IDE N'llA L 
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Reconnaissance Group Alpha
CHU LAI, SOUTH VIET NAM

Annex D (Fire Support Plan) to Patrol Order

1. GENERAL

a. 3rd Bn (-) (Rein), 11th Marines will provide artillery fire support
for this operation.

b. 1st MAW will provide armed helicopters and close air support as

required. Beginning R-Day at L-15, artillery and air support is on call.

2. EXECUTION

a. Teams be prepared to call and direct air when available fire if engaged
on discovered in order to facilitate withdrawal and recovery.

b. Be prepared to call and direct air when available to facilitate

withdrawal and recovery.

C. Be prepared to call and adjust air or artillery on important
targets of opportunity as discovered.

d. Coordinating Instructions

(1) Teams will request and adjust through the Co "O", 1st Recon

Bn., net.

(2) Liaison officer will relay requests and adjustments immedi-

ately to 7th Marines FSCC.

(3) If an air strike is requested and approved, the requesting
team will display a single red panel at its position when air craft are
on station.

(4) 7th Marines PSCC has been provided with a planned concen-
tration overlay.

COMMANDER, RECON GROUP ALPHA
James L. COMPTON

R.W. CRAIN
co, "C" Co, 1st Recon Bn

CONFIDENTIAL
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: ':'::; 3 .. :;]onnaissance Battalion 
,rd :,~~,.' ')" l)ivision (Rein) FMF (Forward) 

Fr~; R~'1 r~~anciscof Oalifornia, 96601 . 
. '10 October 1965 

From. OOllllllEU1.ding Officer 
To. OOllllllEU1.ding Officer, 3rd Reoonnaissance Battalion 
Vial Reoon Group Alpha Commander 

Subjs After Aotion Report 12-65 

Refl DivO 3480.1 
~ Patrol Order 12-65 

1. Unit. ,rd Platoon, "c" 00 (Rein)(-), 1st Reoon Bn 

2. Sizea One Offioer, 16 enlisted US~ and one enlisted USN 

3. Time. 050630H to 071730H October 1965 
, 

4. Plaoe. Hill 109 (BS 496927) and grid squares BS 4892 and :as 5092 

5. Nature of Aotions J.rea Reoormaissanoe 

6. Casualties I Friendly, None 
Enoll\Y I None 

1. Exeoutionl The 3rd Platoon was inserted by helo vic ooord (BS 492932). 

At 050630H, the 3rd Platoon established three statio oPts (BS 501929, 

BS 496928, and :as 485927). Tensightings were made tot~li~g 59 va and 

one Negro, almost all wearing black and armed. Operating period was 

approximately 59 hours. The fo;Llowing is a ohronologioal listing of what 

transpired on this operation. ' 

050630H - 3rd Platoon (Delioatessen) departed vio coord (BT 560049) by 

helo to vic coord (BS 492932). ' 

050800H .. Team #l sent to :as 485927 to establish an OPt Team #2 was sent 

to BS 501929_ Platoon CP looated at DS 496928. 

051245H - Delioatessen observed thick smoke vic ooord (BS 479929). 

05l300H - Delioatessen heard small arms fire at DB 490922. 

05l31OH - Toam #2 observed four va moving east vio ooord (BS 502923), f.1.J.J, 

had small arms, all wearing blaok pa~amaB and one wearing a blue shirt~ 

They dropped their weapons at BS 50~932 and began to act like farmers 

working in the fields. 

051~59H - Delicatessen observed 10 va moving north, vic coord (:as 50392-:::" 

brown uniforms with bushes, all had weapons. 
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"C" COMPANY
Meconnaissance Battalion

3rd Division (Rein) FMF (Forward)
FEO Ran Francisco, California, 96601

10 October 1965

From: Commanding Officer

Commanding Officer, 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion
To:

Recon Group Alpha CommanderVia:

Subj: After Action Report 12-65

(a) DivO 3480.1Ref:
(b) My Patrol Order 12-65

1. Unit: 3rd Platoon, "C" Co (Rein)(-), 1st Recon Bn

2. Size: One Officer, 16 enlisted USMC and one enlisted USN

3. Time: 050630H to 071730H October 1965

4. Place: Hill 109 (BS 496927) and grid squares BS 4892 and BS 5092

5. Nature of Action: Area Reconnaissance

6. Casualties: Friendly: None
Enemy: None

7. Execution: The 3rd Platoon was inserted by helo vic ooord (BS 492932).

At 050630H, the 3rd Platoon established three static OP's (BS 501929,

BS 496928, and BS 485927). Ten sightings were made totaling 59 VC and

one Negro, almost all wearing black and armed. Operating period was

approximately 59 hours. The following is a chronological listing of what

transpired on this operation:

050630H - 3rd Platoon (Delicatessen) departed vic coord (BT 560049) by

helo to vic coord (BS 492932).

050800H - Team #1 sent to BS 485927 to establish an OP. Team #2 was sent

to BS 501929. Platoon CP located at BS 496928.

051245H - Delicatessen observed thick smoke vic coord (BS 479929).

051300H - Delicatessen heard small arms fire at BS 490922.

051310H - Team #2 observed four VC moving east vio coord (BS 502923), all

had small arms, all wearing black pajamas and one wearing a blue shirt,

They dropped their weapons at BS 503932 and began to act like farmers

working in the fields.

051359H - Delicatessen observed 10 VC moving north, vic coord (BS 503922),

brown uniforms with bushes, all had weapons.

ENCLOSURE (36)
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0514l51[ - Team *1 reported 13 ve taJ~ng in a. group at vic coord (BS 

473920), wee.rlng black I'~":::'!'-'::i straw hats, all are armed. 

I 

o 5142OH. .- D~~t.esBe;.J. ;:,'bse::;v:d six VC running froJil. vio coord (BS 498931) 

to: (BS 5(2931)' aeross rice paJ.d1es, all but one ve were wearing blAck 

paj8.1111.S, he- was wearing a' gray shirt and blue trousers and appears to be 

lIegro, all but the !lagro were armed. 

051650H .' DeliQatessen now reports 15 VC mving tJortbat W-o ... coord (BS 

498929), wearing black pajalras, all were a.mmed., '. . 

051659H - 3/7 given OPeON of 3rd Platoon. 

051730B - 3m Platoon, .from "K" Co commence being inserted at »S ~47a927 • 
.. 

051900H - One Platoon .from .aK" COIIIpUtT reaCTed f1r&<from~llaP at (Be 

5(2922). Platoon &88&ulted,~ Appeared as 1.f neither side took cas-

ualties. No turtherinOidenb occurrtKt that niBht... . . 

0611301t ~ O,PcciB <it 3r4 Plato'Oft revertato "C"! Co,. 1st ~~ 1m. 

. 
. 

061300B - Teams 11 and 12 encoUfttered d1ff'1.oulty w1tb.1iti.e1r:JJl/P'BO 10' s 

~ jo~ed .:Delicatessen vic coord (:as 496928). , 

0614lOH - Delicatessen heard 6 large explosi tions. Three ;detonat:!ons at 

061320H,.'" 1 at 061350H occUrred vio ooori (:Be :50"25).. T:wo clfitcmations 

(one at 1400 and one at 1430) observed vic ooord (Be 49590}). . ,. 

061455H - One YO entering village vio GOord (B8 '~92l) wea.r1na l>18.ck 

Wil,;1;lil ~~na. 

,,06i 720B .~ ~tel."mined: number of VCshootiDg at lael08 pip~ ~ '~foOps 

froro·3/7. ". Automti'Owea.pon1J a:nd swl &rIIIIJ heard.: ",' 

070900H'~ Three ves,' appear to'be·~lanti.ng ponj1 8_es' a1;BS 495920, 

wearing black pajauas and having no wea.pons. 

~.' . 

070915H :"'l>eUcateuen epotted1 YO _Ving ~ rOC' t1'E41 at BS 494920, 

wearing black pajaDas with bush C8JII)llalilge' ana: 8lI8l1 arms. 

07104QH - One VO IOOving east vic coord (BS 499918) .~ camoflauge, 

wi th paek and weapon. " . . '.' . . . 

071050if .. T1«> ves starting'Sign&t Eire, vio ooord (BS 4999U), black' 

pajamas, no .weapons. 
Re: " ._ 

071l.OO.:a - lotv 070915H of four JOOving south, two m:>ving north. The four 

vb JIO'Villg south appea,los to De' ~ ohe wotllld-EM! man. ~sa1bly :r~0:n" 

£ire£i,ght the preoeeding ~. 

071430H - Two va IOOVing north, vic coord (BS. 499917)., b~k paja.ms witt 

buSh ; c~flJ,l.uge, one has a weapon. 

2 
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051415H - Team #1 reported 13 VC talking in a group at vic coord (BS

473920), wearing black paiside, straw hats, all are armed.

051420H - Delicatesses observed six VC running from vic coord (BS 498931)

to (BS 502931) across rice paddies, all but one VC were wearing black

pajamas, he was wearing a gray shirt and blue trousers and appears to be

Negro; all but the Negro were armed.

051650H - Delicatessen now reports 15 VC moving north at vio coord (BS

498929), wearing black pajamas, all were armed.

051659H - 3/7 given OPCON of 3rd Platoon.

051730H - 3rd Platoon from "K" Co commence being inserted at BS 478927.

051900H - One Platoon from "K" Company received fire from village at (BS

502922). Platoon assaulted area. Appeared as if neither side took cas-

ualties. No further incidents occurred that night.

061130H - OPCON of 3rd Platoon reverts to "C", Co, 1st Recon Bn.

061300H - Teams #1 and #2 encountered difficulty with their AN/PRC 10's

and joined Delicatessen vic coord (BS 496928).

061410H - Delicatessen heard 6 large explositions. Three detonations at

061320H, & 1 at 061350H occurred vio ooord (BS 503923). Two detonations

(one at 1400 and one at 1430) observed vic coord (BS 495903).

061455H - One VC entering village vic GOORD (BS 504921) wearing black

with weapons.

061720H - Undetermined number of VC shooting at helos picking up troops

from 3/7. Automatic weapons and small arms heard.

070900H
- Three VCS, appear to be planting ponji stakes at BS 495920,

wearing black pajamas and having no weapons.

070915H - Delicatessen spotted 7 VC moving north on trail at BS 494920,

wearing black pajamas with bush camoflauge and small arms.

071040H - One VC moving east vic coord (BS 499918) wearing camoflauge,

with pack and weapon.

071050H - Two VCS starting signal fire, vio coord (BS 499911), black

pajamas, no weapons.

071100H - My 070915H of four moving south, two moving north. The fourRe:

VC moving south appears to be carrying one wounded man, possibly from

fire fight the preceeding day.

071430H - Two VC moving north, vic coord (BS 499917), black pajamas with

bush camoflauge, one has a weapon.

2
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0717301I ... 3rd Platoon xoctr801;od by helo vic ooord (BS 491931) and roturned 

to C~r:tpany CPt 

8. COnIDlallder l s Anal;y".: ,: c 

a. Duri::1g this mission, t,:18 exploitation element was aomitted on 

request of the 7th ~:aI':l.ne Retlmental 6-3. 

b. The exploiting "lement landed in seleoted zones contrary to those) 

reoommended by the recw~1"l.isrHnOe unit already.operating in the objective 

area. 

o. The large amount of sightings indioated potential suooess in des­

troying the Viet Congo 

d. Tho infantry units employed met little resistanoe other than booby 

traps and mines. 

e. Communioation between the reoon platoon and the infantry units 

was not immediately established contrary to the exploiting Battalion 

Cornnander's desire. When these infantry units did come up on FM, they re­

quested our 3rd Platoon (who was also advised to oome up on their frequenoy) 

to stay off the net. This situation was later remedied, but not after 

valuable time was lost. 

f. This laok of oommunications negated timely 6ightings and more 

importantly, the fixes, made by the reoonnaissanoe platoon. 

9. ReoonunendationSI 

8.. That the deploying infantry units plaoe qroater emphasis on 

recC'T'"Xlended landing zones from the reconnaissanoe units already employed 

in ·:;:~e objective area~ 

,;. That oommunioation between the infantry platoons and the reoonnais­

saned element bo inunedin.tely established to properly fix the Viet Cong 

on an as-01served basis. 

A ,· I ' 
·'~,.Ii)/. J 

I .. 1'/ , .... , ..• -<:~I.<",.:,/ / 
it. W. CRAIN . 

CO, "C" Co, 1st Recon Bn 
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071730H - 3rd Platoon retracted by helo vic coord (BS 491931) and returned

to Company C.P.

8. Commander's Analyski

a. During this mission, the exploitation element was committed on

request of the 7th Marine Regimental S-3.

The exploiting element landed in selected zones contrary to those

recommended
b.

by the reconnissence unit already operating in the objective

area.

C. The large amount of sightings indicated potential success in des-

troying the Viet Cong.

d. The infantry units employed met little resistance other than booby

traps and mines.

Communication between the recon platoon and the infantry units

not
e.

immediately established contrary to the exploiting Battalion
was
Commander's desire. When these infantry units did come up on FM, they re-

quested our 3rd Platoon (who was also advised to come up on their
after
frequency)

to stay off the net. This situation was later remedied, but not

valuable time was lost.

f. This lack of communications negated timely sightings and more

importantly, the fixes, made by the reconnaissance platoon.

9. Recommendations

That the deploying infantry units place greater emphasis on

recommended
8.

landing zones from the reconnaissance units already employed

in the objective area.

That communication between the infantry platoons and the reconnais-

sance
D.

element be immediately established to properly fix the Viet Cong

on an as-observed basis.

R. W. CRAIN

CO, "C" Co, 1st Recon Bn
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aROUP ORDER 13-6$ 

Ref: (a) Map Viet Nnrn 1:50,000 AMS L701, Sheet 6757 III 

Tirn.e Zone: H 

RECON GROUP Jl.IFll. 
CHU LAI, VIET NfJ1 
071200H Oct 196$ 

TASK OOOANIZATION: 1st Platobn~ (Rein), Co H, 3rd Reconnaissance Ba.ttalion 

1. SITUATION • 

a. Enel11l F~rce~.. See current INTSUl1S. As briefed. 

b. Fr~endly Forces.. See current OPSUI-fl. .\s briefed. 

c. A ttachntents and Detachments. None. , 

2. MISSION. To recon the area north and east of hill 410 (Grid Square: DT 
3603) to locate Viet Cong positions, routes of mpvement, activity or supp­
lies. 

). E:XECUTION 

a. Concept. 1st Pla.toon (Rein), Co B (Rein) will land 1n Landing Zone 
Ulupau at L Hour on R-Day and mOve.s indicated in Annex A (Operations Over­
lay), patrolling the area for signc: of enemy activity. On R+3 the platoon 
will be lifted ?ut by h~10 from. L[,I1...11ng Zone Kupaa. 

b. 1st PIt, (Rein), Co B (Rein). Provide two'teams (Kanaka and Haole) 
to patror as ShOl-Jl1 jn Annex X (i5Pm.'D.tions Overlay). 

c. Co B .. ) Rein). Maintain a liaison team in the 4th Hnrines COO from 
1-30 minutes \U1 1 + 0 minutes on R+3. 

d. Coordinating Instructions 

(1) R-Day is • la, 0 e1 1965. 

(2) L Hour is l8~H. 

(3) \-/ Hour is •• t2t!¢H .. 

(4) LZ Ulupau is located at coord BT 3e4~. 

(5) LZ Kapaa is located at coord BT 4¢t41~. 

(6) Platoon Commander will brief his platoon in detail on R-l. 

(7) Debriefing w111 be conduoted by C. O. Reoon Group Alia and' the 
Intelligence Chief after the return of the platoon to the company area. 

I 
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RECON GROUP ALFACONFIDENTIAL
CHU LAI, VIET NAM
071200H Oct 1965

GROUP ORDER 13-65

Ref: (a) Map Viet Nam 1:50,000 AMS L701, Sheet 6757 III

Time Zone: H

TASK ORGANIZATION: 1st Platoon. (Rein), Co B, 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion

1. SITUATION

a. Enemy Forces. See current INTSUMS. As briefed.

b. Friendly Forces. See current OPSUMS. As briefed.

C. Attachments and Detachments. None.

2. MISSION. To recon the area north and east of hill 410 (Grid Square. BT

3803) to locate Viet Cong positions, routes of movement, activity or supp-
lies.

3. EXECUTION

a. Concept. 1st Platoon (Rein), Co B (Rein) will land in Landing Zone

Ulupau at L Hour on R-Day and move CS indicated in Annex A (Operations Over-

lay), patrolling the area for signa of enemy activity. On R+3 the platoon
will be lifted out by helo from Landing Zone Kapaa.

b. 1st Plt. (Rein), Co B (Rein). Provide two teams (Kanaka and Haole)
to patrol as shown in Annex A (Operations Overlay).

C. Co B (-) (Rein). Maintain a liaison team in the 4th Marines COC from
L-30 minutes until W+30 minutes on R+3.

d. Coordinating Instructions

10 OCT(1) R-Day is 1965.

(2) L Hour is 1800H.

(3) W Hour is 1200H.

(4) LZ Ulupau is located at coord BT 384030

(5) LZ Kapaa is located at coord BT 402030.

(6) Platoon Commander will brief his platoon in detail on R-l.

(7) Debriefing will be conducted by C.O. Recon Group Alfa and the

Intelligence Chief after the return of the platoon to the company area.

CONFIDENTIAL
ENCLOSURE (37)
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(8) Standing rules of engagement apply and will be observed. 

(9) Teams wi~l avoid contact or compromise by indigenous personne~. 

(l() All enemy aightings will be reported :Lmmed1ately and teams will 
remain up on radio until told to shut down. 

(11) Civilian movement will be recorded but not reported by radio 
unless unusual, 

(12) Platoon Commander wi~: be prepared to: 

(n) RequGst re1nfol"Gcments u: eontactwithenerny is made. 

(b) Reeommend attack on any large va unit sighted or contaot-
edt 

(0) Recommend npprGpriate landing zones for reinforcements or 
attacking forces. 

(13) Enemy contact in the form of sniping and ambush is permitted 
only when the platoon commander feels it will not jeopard1~e his primnr,y 
mission. 

(lh) .i~rti1lery fire missions and air strikes will be requested as 
outlined in ~\nnex G (Supporting Arms). 

(15) :r,hrust Line: 

( a) R-Day .. 38~ 
(b) R+l - ~13 
(c) R+2 - 4¢"~6 
(d) R+3 .. 42¢4 

4. lJ>M!NIS'lRlSION.\Nt) lOGISTICS , 

a. Rations. Platoon will carry rice and Mel fO):' 3 days. 

b. Arms and lU'11munition. As d( l.gnated by Platoon COIIIIIIlnder. 

c. Special ~uipment 

(1) Each team will oarryone (l) red air panel and (1) yellow 
smoke. 

(2) Camouflage uniforms are permitted. 

d, Casualties ,J I 

(1) All oasualties will be reported !mediately by oode desit¢at.­
ion as described in Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) and Annex F (Reports). 

CONFIDENTI;.L 
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(8) Standing rules of engagement apply and will be observed.

(9) Teams will avoid contact or compromise by indigenous personnel.

(10) All enemy sightings will be reported immediately and teams will
remain up on radio until told to shut down.

(11) Civilian movement will be recorded but not reported by radio
unless unusual,

(12) Platoon Commander will be prepared to:

(a) Request reinforcements if contact with anemy is made.

(b) Recommend attack on any large VC unit sighted or contact.
ed.

(c) Recommend appropriate landing zones for reinforcements or

attacking forces.

(13) Enemy contact in the form of sniping and ambush is permitted
only when the platoon commander feels it will not jeopardize his primary
mission.

(14) Artillery fire missions and air strikes will be requested as
outlined in Annex G (Supporting Arms).

(15) Thrust Line:

- 3804(a) R-Day
- 4003(b) R+1
4006(c) R+2
4204(d) R+3

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS

a. Rations. Platoon will carry rice and MCI for 3 days.

b. Arms and Ammunition. As dr ignated by Platoon Commander.

C. Special Equipment

(1) Each team will carry one (1) red air panel and (1) yellow
smoke.

(2) Camouflage uniforms are permitted.

d. Casualties

(1) All casualties will be reported immediately by code designat
ion as described in Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) and Annex F (Reports).

CONFIDENTI.L=2-
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( 2) 
.. 

Extent of wounds will be described. 

(3) }finor casualties will be treated but not evacuated. 

(4) Serious casualties will be evacuated by helicopt.er along uith 
the entire team involved if deemed necessary by the Platoon Commander. 

e. Prisoners, If it becomes necessary to take a prisoner to avoid 
oompromise 01 the mission, the prisoner will be evacuated on oonclusion of 
the mission. 

5. COMMt\ND t~ND COl1l'1UNIC:~TIONS . 
a. Communications 

(1) A relat station will be established on HiU 69. 

(2) Platoon will use J.N!': '-J.O radio as the primary means of eorn­
munioation with the l;i.a~.s~n terul\. 

0) Teams uill use AN/PR:.,-~.O radio as the primary means of comm­
unication. 

(4) Platoon will report every six (6) hours by code word design .. 
ation commencing L Hour. (See Annexes D and F). 

(5) Challenge nnd password between teams l'dll be number system: 13. 

(6) If it becomes neoessary for a patrol member to re-enter friend-' 
ly lines, he will reply "Reoon" if challenged, folloHcd by his name and rank, 

\ ',' \, ~ It"_' "' .. , ~ 

(7) Helioopters will be landed with radio contact if possible, 
Yellow smoke will be used to designate the LZ. If no radio contact is est­
ablished, a single red panel will be displayed in Mdi tion to the yello\'1 
smoke. 

b. Command. Platoon Commander will report to Regimental Recon Liaison 
and acoept air orders from that station, Teams are under complete control 
of their platoon. 

Annexes: A - Operations Overlay 
B - None 
C .. None 
D - Rudio Brevity Code 
E ... Frequency AssignJllent 'I'rble 
F - Reports 
G - Supporting Arms 

-3-

By command of 
Jt~ L. COMPTON 
Commander Recon Group Alia 
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(2) Extent of wounds will be described.

(3) Minor casualties will be treated but not evacuated.

(4) Serious casualties will be evacuated by helicopter along with
the entire team involved if deemed necessary by the Platoon Commander.

e. Prisoners. If it becomes necessary to take a prisoner to avoid

compromise of the mission, the prisoner will be evacuated on conclusion of
the mission.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS

a. Communications

(1) A relay station will be established on Hill 69.

(2) Platoon will use AN/J -10 radio as the primary means of com
munication with the liaison team.

(3) Teams will use AN/PRO-10 radio as the primary means of comm-
unication.

(4) Platoon will report every six (6) hours by code word design-
ation commencing L Hour. (See Annexes D and F).

(5) Challenge and password between teams will be number system: 13.

(6) If it becomes necessary for a patrol member to re-enter friend-

ly lines, he will reply "Recon" if challenged, followed by his name and rank.

Helicopters will be landed with radio contact if possible.(7)
Yellow smoke will be used to designate the LZ. If no radio contact is est.

ablished, a single red panel will be displayed in addition to the yellow
smoke.

b. Command. Platoon Commander will report to Regimental Recon Liaison

and accept all orders from that station. Teams are under complete control

of their platoon.

By command of
JAMES L. COMPTON
Commander Recon Group Alfa

J6 R. GARONERAnnexes: A - Operations Overlay
Operations OfficerB - None

C - None
D - Radio Brevity Code
E - Frequency Assignment Table
F - Reports
G - Supporting Arms

CONFIDENTIAL-3-
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em IJI.J J VIET N,\N 
071200H Oct 1965 

Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) to Group Order 13-65 

1. Concept. Code wordr "r; :',Jsigned to provide: 

a. A means of, sendL'--: short, easily understood messages. 

b. Some degree of r"'lio security without resorting to n lengthy, diff­
icult to use couple system. 

2. The f"c)llowing messages .till be sent by the code words shown: 

:' :parture from known location 
iUT'ived at assigned position 
ChanEing to alternate frequency 
Returnj_ng to buse or camp 
KIA 
WIJl. 
MIA. 

Engaged '1i th enemy 
Mi.ssion Compromised 
Checking in on scheduled 

l"cportJng time 
ftrt:Ll1cp;y"'~ ~ e ( position) 
l'risoncY' 
, -:,~;toon 
Company 
Battalion 
Helo Landing Zone 
f'atrol 
Ambush 
Observation Post 
Command l)ost 

3. Resupply Code 

CODE 

D 
E 
F 
G 
H (Color) 
I 
J 

7.62 mm 
.W) Cal • 
• 30 Cal. (carbine) 
40 rom 
Frag grenadss 
"Jl) grenades 
IlIum. grenuc1 cs 
Smoke grenar~: s 
l'-1er 
1tJater 

CODE WORD 

(J.ny city in U. s.) 
(tmy country) 
II Blackoutl1 
(Any U.S. automobile) 
IIMortuarY" (plus la~;t rJ:l.me initial 
II Hospital" and ll'l.st 3 digits of 
"Sunset" serial number for 

fr' ierldly) 
"Bullseye II 
"Home Runl! 

(Any animal) 
Gil',',. II J aclq> 0 til 
"CaJ.'dinJ.l" 
llP;~ .:tll 
II Qnar til 
I:(i:>.110n" 
lI;ius stopll 
"Il1ue ll 
tlRed'l 
"Eyc~' 
"Earll 

QU[\1T\J'I'ITY - .... ~ .... ......-

Uni t of fire (100 rds) 
Box of 50 
Bnndolier of 120 rds 
Bundolier of 6 rds 
:' each 
1 each 
1 each 
1 each 
Case of 12 
1 can (5 :[11) 

-1- E" rw- CONFIDENTJ .. lL 
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RECON GROUP ALPHACONFIDENTIAL
CHU LAJ, VIET NAM
071200H Oct 1965

Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) to Group Order 13-65

l. Concept. Code words designed to provide:

a. A means of sendirs short, easily understood messages.

b. Some degree of radio security without resorting to a lengthy, diff-
icult to use couple system.

2. The following messages will be sent by the code words shown:

CODE WORDMESRAGE

(Any city in U. S.)Imparture from known location
(Any country)Arrived at assigned position
"Blackout"Changing to alternate frequency
(Any U.S. automobile)Returning to base or camp
"Mortuary" (plus last name initialKIA

and last 3 digits of"Hospital"WIA
serial number for"Sunset"MLA
friendly)

"Bullseye"Engaged with enemy
"Home Run"Mission Compromised

Checking in on scheduled
(Any animal)reporting time

"Jackpot"Artillery Nine (position)
"Cardinal"Trisoner
"Pilt"Matoon
"Quart"Company
"Gallon"Battalion
"Bus stop"Helo Landing Zone
"Blue"Patrol
"Red"Ambush
"Eye"Observation Post
"Ear"Command Post

3. Resupply Code

QUANTITYITEMCODE

Unit of fire (100 rds)7.62 mmA
Box of 50.45 Cal.B
Bandolier of 120 rds.30 Cal. (carbine)C
Bandolier of 6 rds40 mmD
: eachFrag grenadesE
1 eachWI' grenadesF
1 eachIllum. grenadesG
1 eachH (Color) Smoke grenades
Case of 12MCII
1 can (5 - al)WaterJ

CONFIDENTIAL-1-
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,,'~l1ex D (Radio Brevity Code) continued 

'CODE 

Medical supplies 
Norphine 
Bl\ 279 
BA ;10 

K 
AA 
1 
111 
N 
o 

" 

H .. 33 har r1 c:r;t 
rRC-10 \. ,:v;,lplete) 

• ,r' /~ 

.'. .. /.. f ~;. ~ .. ~. .",! 
/ .. ~ ,,' I" " • '.,/' -"'_ , '.. , 

I J. R. G,'Jt~NER 
lstLt. U.S.~1~arme Corps 
, ,'Operat~ns Officer 
j , 
! . 
i./ 

-3-
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RECON or: ~I'V /I.LPHl\ 
OHLi lAI, VIET NAM 
·O.71200H Oct 1965 

1 bog (unlt 1) 
5 sy,rctt€S 
1 each 
2 
1 each 
1 each 

/ I" 
/ ' ~, 

/ #.,~~.<:: .. ;.r .. ~,. \ '" 
/ JAMES L. OOMPTON" ' './ 

Captain U.S. Mnrine Corps 
0.0. Recon Group Alpha 

CONFIDENTL"i.L 
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RECON GROUP ALPHACONFIDENTIAL
CHU LAI, VIET NAM

innex D (Radio Brevity Code) continued 071200H Oct 1965

CODE ITEM QUANTITY

1 bag (unit 1)Medical suppliesK
5 syrettesMorphineKA
1 eachL BA 279

M BA 30 2
1 eachH-33 hardsetN

IRC-10 (complete) 1 eachO

JameJAMES L. COMPTONJ. R. GARDNER
Captain U.S. Marine Corps1stLt. U.S. /Marine Corps

C.O. Recon Group AlphaOperations Officer

CONFIDENTIAL-3-
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• • CONFIDENTL\L RECON GROUP ,:,,1:<'/\ 
CHU IAI, VIET ~L'J>f 
071200H Oct, 1965 

Annex E (Frequency Assignment Tab" c) to Group Order 13-6, 

1. The following frequencies are ";<.gllcd fol." use: 

£.O~E # NET STATIONS FREQUENCIES - i 

D .. l82 Patrol Command PIt/Teams 38.8 
D .. 2l8 Alterno.te Plt/Teams 44.3 
D~2 Helicopter Command Nail File 4.3.$ 
n .. 255 Relay 51.0 

2. The following frequencies are provided for emergency use only: 

). 

qODE e NET CONTROL STATION CALL SIGN FREQUENCIES ., 
n ... 236 BnTac lstBn 4th Pied Piper 46.8 
1)-230 BnTac 2ndBn 4th Sudden Death 45.8 
D-206 BnTnc 3rdBn 3rd Warehmuse 42.9 
D-192 Regt.Tnc 4th Marines Afterglow 40.1 

The fol1O'l~inG cnll signs will be used by Co B (Rein) I )rd Recon Bn: 

:Lst Platoon 
Subordinate Patrol 

Kanaka. 
Haole 

By command of 
JAMES L. COI-fPTON 
Commander Reeon Group Alia 

/) ./ A' /' .,"", 

~
! Ie;:. .. (/"'.:? 

" • R.; G~NER 
Oper~s Officer 

CONFIDENTL\L 
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RECON GROUP AIFACONFIDENTIAL
CHU LAI, VIET ITAM

071200H Oct 1965

Annex E (Frequency Assignment Table) to Group Order 13-65

signed for use:1. The following frequencies are

CODE # NET FREQUENCIESSTATIONS

38.8Pit/TeamsD-182 Patrol Command
44.3D-218 Plt/TeamsAlternate

D-42 43.5Nail FileHelicopter Command
51.0D-255 Relay

The following frequencies are provided for emergency use only:2.

CODE # FREQUENCIESCALL SIGNCONTROL STATIONNET

46.81stBn 4th Pied PiperD-236 BnTac
45.82ndBn 4th Sudden DeathBnTacD-230
42.9D-206 WarehouseBnTac 3rdBn 3rd
40.14th Marines AfterglowD-192 Regt.Tac

3. The following call signs will be used by Co B (Rein), 3rd Recon Bn:

1st Platoon Kanaka
Subordinate Patrol Haole

By command of
JAMES L. COMPTON
Commander Recon Group Alfa

D. R. GARDNER
Operations Officer

CONFIDENTILL

ENCLOSURE '37)7
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c:ru LlI.I;, VIET NlLl1 

Annex F (Reports) to Group Order 13-65 
071200H Oct 1965 

1. Reports Required: 

RBPORT RTI;PORTING UNIT -- .......-..-_. 

SitRep Plrtoonn 

Salute Teams, PIts. 
(HeIny) 

Contact Teams, Pl t,& 
(HeIny) 

Compromise Tenms, PIts. 
(Hela:r ) 

"- D~fllWtlifte Teruns, PIts. 
(Relay) 

Arrival Teruns, Plts. 
(Relny) 

Chansing rosi'I'tams, Plts. 
Position (nelay) 

Cn~~ual ties Teruns, PIts. 
(R<:.lny) 

mrOD OF FREQUENCY 

Every 6 hours 

I~ach occurrence 

'. 'h oocurrence 

,.'lch occurrenoe 

Ee,ch oocurrence 

Bnch oeourrenec 

Enoh occurrenee 

Each occurrence 

NOTES -.-, 
Use code 

Use format: do 
not use report 
title 

II " It " 

Use code 

Use code 

Use code and thrust 
line 

Use code 

Use code for type 
and PC:"oon, give 
extent of injury 
in clco.r 

2. All teams Hill monitor for 1S lltinutes nt 0200, 1000 and 1500 daily for 
possible relay, 

3. It will he assumed that a team has no radio contact if a scheduled rCY)Ol't 

is not mado wi thin two hours of ttme required, Recovery procedures will .. e 
initiated nt this time. 

By C ornmand of 
J1J1ES L. COMPTON 
COll1'l\.an(,~.er Recon Group .Ufn 

/' .,' . 

" I '. . ."/ .' _ . ., - '/. ,.,..-- / .' '''''~/'''. 
I ... ~. 

/J. R. GARDNER 
'/ Opere.)ions Officer 

CONFIDENTU.L 
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CONFIDENTIAL RECON GROUP ALFA
CHU LAI, VIET NAM
071200H Oct 1965

Annex F (Reports) to Group Order 13-65

1. Reports Required:

REPORTING UNITREPORT PERIOD OF FREQUENCY NOTES

Every 6 hoursPlatoonsSitRep Use code

Salute Teams, Plts. Each occurrence Use format: do
(Relay) not use report

title

rich occurrenceContact Teams, Pltss 11 "11 "

(Relay)

Compromise Teams, Plts. ach occurrence Use code
(Relay)

Departure Teams, Plts. Each occurrence Use code=

(Relay)

Arrival Teams, Plts. Each occurrence Use code and thrust
(Relay) line

Changing PosiTcoms, Plts. Each occurrence Use code
(Relay)Position

Casualties Teams, Plts. Each occurrence Use code for type
(Relay) and person, give

extent of injury
in clear

2. All teams will monitor for 15 minutes at 0200, 1000 and 1500 daily for
possible relay.

3. It will be assumed that a team has no radio contact if a scheduled report
is not made within two hours of time required. Recovery procedures will be
initiated at this time.

By command of
JAMES L. COMPTON
Commander Recon Group Alfa

J. R. GARDNER
Operations Officer

CONFIDENTIAL
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CON~'IDE:NTIAL • • RECON GROU~:> ,\tdt\ 
CmJ' U~I, VIET N..\M 
071200H Oct 1965 

Annex G (Supporting Arms) to Group Order 13·65 

1. GENER.i\.L 

a. 3rdBn (.)(Rein), 12th Marines At'tillery grouprnent is providing sup­
port for this operation. One 8" howit~er [',ld one plat00n of l,~mrn howitzers 
have been placed in direct tf~Ol't: 

b. lstMA"\rJ provides armed helicopters and close air suppo:"t ar ;~(;(Juired. 
Beginning R-Day at L-l, OO"tiller:" tend air support is on call. 

i'"' 
2. EXECUTION 

a. Be prepared to call anc~ adjust artillery fi_re if engnged or discov­
ered in order to facilitate withdrawal and recovery. 

b. Be prepared to call and di'rect air l'1hen avn.ilable to facilitate 
withdrawal and recovery. 

c. Be prepal'ed to call and adjust air or artnlery on important targets 
of opportunity r~ discovered. 

(~. Coordinating Instructions 

(1) Supporting fires will be requested and adjusted through the 
recon report net. 

(2) l.iaison Or.'·'Lcer will relay requests end adjustments immediately 
to hth Marines FSCG to '~~'ss to 3rdBn, 12th 1'1orines FDC or MAG-12 as approp­
riate. 

0) If an air strike is requested and approved, the team request­
ing the mission will displO,y a single red panel at its p?s::_tion when air­
cl'aft,{'lre on station. 

,. t ,/ ........ 

i",ll,. C' ('-" / / ..,,"" ! '. (. .; {t/t . (.;...-", .. : /' , "---, 

,i. R. G/iliDNER 
lGtLt/ u.s. Marine Corps 

'1'eratJons/Officer 
/ 

,,' "', /'-') 
"/:' I ~/""-" /" .' 'd/ 

t.. , • r '," '''''_ //;1"',1." , __ ..... ~ 
JAMES L. COI-1l TOJJ 

Captain U.S. Marine Corps 
C.O. Recon Group Alpha 

CONFIDENTL~L 
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RECON GROUP ALPHACONFIDENTIAL
CH LAI, VIET NAM
071200H Oct 1965

Annex G (Supporting Arms) to Group Order 13-65

1. GENERAL

a. 3rdBn (-) (Rein), 12th Marines Artillery groupment is providing sup-

port for this operation. One 8" howitzer and one platoon of 155mm howitzers

have been placed in direct support

b. 1stMAW provides armed helicopters and close air support as required.

Beginning R-Day at L-15 artillery and air support is on call.

2. EXECUTION

a. Be prepared to call and adjust artillery fire if engaged or discov-

ered in order to facilitate withdrawal and recovery.

b. Be prepared to call and direct air when available to facilitate

withdrawal and recovery.

C. Be prepared to call and adjust air or artillery on important targets

of opportunity as discovered.

d. Coordinating Instructions

(1) Supporting fires will be requested and adjusted through the

recon report net.

(2) Liaison Officer will relay requests and adjustments immediately

to 4th Marines FSCC to GSS to 3rdBn, 12th Marines FDC or MAG-12 as approp-

riate.

(3) If an air strike is requested and approved, the team request-

ing the mission will display a single red panel at its position when air-

craft are on station.

June Of

OperationsA

3.

U.S.
R.

Marine
GARDNER

Officer
Corps

Garke_ JAMES L. COM TON

Captain U.S. Marine CorpslstLt
C.O. Recon Group Alpha

CONFIDENTILL

ENCLOSURE (37)9
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REOON OROtTP AIFA 
3rd Reeonnaissrutce Battalion 

3rd Marine Division, III Marine AmpMbious Force 
, ' % FPO, San Francisoo, 96601 ' 

From: Oommanding bffioer' 
To: Commanding Officer, 3rd Recon~aiBsance Battalion 

SUbj: Patrol Report, Operation 1.>C;;, 10-13 Oot 1965 

Ref: (a) DivO 3480.1 

3/JJC/rjm 
15 Oct 19("; 

(b) Recon Group Alia Order \)-65 
(e) Map: Vietnam, 1:50,000 7'r:l. Einh, 6757 nI, Series L701 

Enel: (1) Patrol Route and Enemy Contact Overlay 

1. In a.ccordance with reference (a), the following report j.B submitted. 

2. Units Partioipating in Operation lJ-65: 

1st Platoon, Co B (Rein), 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion 

\ 

3. a. General Review of Si!nificant Events. The mission was to reconnoit-, 
er area north and east of R!-rGlO {Grid Square BT 3803) to loc~te Viet Cong 
positions, routes of movement, activity or supplies. The 1st Platoon, Co B 
3rd Recon Bn. landed in l.anding Zone Kapaa vicinityooordlnates 407030 at 
101810H (See Patrol Route Overlay, Enclosure (1». The platoon moved along 
patrol route to establish base camp at Hill 410 ,as shown in patrol overlnYt 
Teams'Haole I and Haole II conduoted patrols from base oamp as shown on 
overlay. Two (2) squad size ambushes 'Here set in'as indioated on overlay. 
9 VCS and 1 VC were observed during the operation. l' contaot 1-188 made. 
1 va killed. Harassing and interMction fire Has oalled in grid square j 

37021 with results unknown. The follOWing 1s a chronological listing of 
significant events: 

101BlOH. Helilift o omp1 c;:.' , '.t Bl' '+07030. 

1019 JOH. Established harL, ':' site at BT 402034. 

102135H. Observed five men moving south to north through heavy under­
brush JO meters from platoon position. Dress could not be determined and 
no weapons were obServed. ' ' 

l02200H. One man moving south to north in same area as previous 
sighting. Dress ahdwe~pons unknown. 

/tJ ENCLOSUr.~ (37) 
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RECON GROUP ALFA
3rd Reconnaissance Battalion

3rd Marine Division, III Marine Amphibious Force
c/o FPO, San Francisco, 96601

3/JJC/rjm
15 Oct 196;

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding Officer, 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion

Subj: Patrol Report, Operation 13-05, 10-13 Oct 1965

(a) DivO 3480.1Ref:
(b) Recon Group Alfa Order 73-65
(c) Map: Vietnam, 1:50,000 Tri Binh, 6757 III, Series L701

Encl: (1) Patrol Route and Enemy Contact Overlay

1. In accordance with reference (a), the following report is submitted.

2. Units Participating in Operation 13-65:

1st Platoon, Co B (Rein), 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion

3. a. General Review of Significant Events: The mission was to reconnoit~
er area north and east of Hill 410 (Grid Square BT 3803) to locate Viet Cong
positions, routes of movement, activity or supplies. The 1st Platoon, Co B
3rd Recon Bn. landed in Landing Zone Kapaa vicinity coordinates 407030 at
101810H (See Patrol Route Overlay, Enclosure (1)). The platoon moved along
patrol route to establish base camp at Hill 410 as shown in patrol overlay.
Teams Haole I and Haole II conducted patrols from base camp as shown on
overlay. Two (2) squad size ambushes were set in as indicated on overlay.
9 VCS and 1 VC were observed during the operation. 1 contact was made.
1 VC killed. Harnssing and interdiction fire was called in grid square i

3702, with results unknown. The following is a chronological listing of
significant events:

101810H. Helilift complete it BT 407030.

101930H. Established hari : site at BT 402034.

102135H. Observed five men moving south to north through heavy under-
brush 30 meters from platoon position. Dress could not be determined and
no weapons were observed.

102200H. One man moving south to north in same area as previous
sighting. Dress and weapons unknown.

ENCLOSURE (37)10
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l02210Ho One man mov~.nf ·I.:~h -'~O north ;·.n same area asv:-evious 

sightings. Un:i.forITI and wea.ponsown. 

110030H. Sound of woodc~ ':·c)~:i.ng and falling tree were: heard from 

vicinity of BT 398033. 

110200H. One man moving south to north 1n sa.rne arcr:. as previous 

sightings. No uniform or weapon coul8 be seen. 

l1064'H. Haole II sent on patrol from harbor site 1,,) inver-;tigate 

area of wood chopping. 

l1071SH. Haole II discovered trail at BT 398032 runn~'Ylg sC'ltheast 

to west. Sounds of two people runninp down trail to the sop.~;l"ieast were 

heard. Haole II set up an il1ll11ediate ambush. Negative results. Small holes 

dug by man or animal, the largest two feet indiar:;c-c(-Jr were oL:ervcd. There 

were 50-100 such holes. The deepest was l~ feet. 

1l074SH. Haole II returned to harbor site. 

1l0800H. P1atoon moved out of' harbor site. 

lll.300H. An accidental inju.ry was sustained by a member of t:.le lat­

oon from a machete slash across '~,ile fingers of the right hand. 

11lS30H. 1st Platoon est[!()lished base camp at BT 389034. Medic 0::.:'. 

evacuation was requested for ill1j\lrr;C' ~:1an. LZ atop hill !il0 was unsatis:f.'ac~­

cry and could not be cleared befc_ " dark to support evacuation. 

l1l745H. Haole I was seL'" on patrol to locate possible .. ', CIt BT 

.38L~050 and effect evacuation of ~.i"~;jured man. 

l1l930H. Medical evacuation ,"'as att,empted at BT 38('()).t6. Because of 

poor visibility and h.r,zal'dous ter:ra:i .. n, evacuat,ion could not. take place. 

111930H. Radio intel'ference in form of whist.ling, '~-,alking and sing­

ing in Vietnamese were exPerienced ':Jy HaolG I while COl11l11un>;~~ting with heli .. 

copters during evacuation, 

111935H. Sounds of a motor were heard by Haole I r:,pproxim2tely 1000 

meters northeast of thccir IJZ. Sound ... as constant and was ctv 4jionar.'Y. 

1119h5H. Haole I moved out from LZ to retvl'n to base camp. Sound 

of the motor was still clearly audible. 

112200H. Haole I returned to base oamp. 

120710H. Medical evacuation successfully completed at BT 38C0.3h. 

l20800H. Listening post at BT 389033 opened tire on 3~ in ~l8 'k 

pajamas and carrying one carbine. 1 VC killed. 2 fueYi~ escaped. \-Jea.pc ,}'. S 

not recovered. Pursuit was giVC'd with negative results. VC fled to th 

southwest. 

120830H. Ambushes were p~~ :~8.blished at BT 387031 and BT .391035 and 

maintained until 131000H. 

-- -2-
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with north in same area as previous
102210H. One man moving

own.
sightings. Uniform and weapons

110030H. Sound of woodchopping and falling tree were heard from

vicinity of BT 398033.

110200H. One man moving south to north in same area as previous

sightings. No uniform or weapon could be seen.

110645H. Haole II sent on patrol from harbor site to investigate

area of wood chopping.

110715H. Haole II discovered trail at BT 398032 running southeast

to west. Sounds of two people running down trail to the southeast were

heard. Haole II set up an immediate ambush. Negative results. Small holes
There

dug by man or animal, the largest two feet in diameter were observed.

were 50-100 such holes. The deepest was 112 feet.

110745H. Haole II returned to harbor site.

110800H. Platoon moved out of harbor site.

111300H. An accidental injury was sustained by a member of the lat-

oon from a machete slash across the fingers of the right hand.

111530H. 1st Platoon established base camp at BT 389034. Medical

evacuation was requested for injured man. LZ atop hill 410 was unsatisfact-

ory and could not be cleared befc ? dark to support evacuation.

111745H. Haole I was ser: on patrol to locate possible 12 at BT

384050 and effect evacuation of injured man.

111930H. Medical evacuation was attempted at BT 386046. Because of

poor visibility and hazardous terrain, evacuation could not take place.

111930H. Radio interference in form of whistling, talking and sing-

ing in Vietnamese were experienced by Haole I while communicating with heli-

copters during evacuation.

111935H. Sounds of a motor were heard by Haole I approximately 1000

meters northeast of their IZ. Sound was constant and was stationary.

111945H. Haole I moved out irom LZ to return to base camp. Sound

of the motor was still clearly audible.

112200H. Haole I returned to base camp.

120710H. Medical evacuation successfully completed at BT 388034.

120800H. Listening post at BT 389033 opened fire on 3men in bla k

pajamas and carrying one carbine. 1 VC killed. meno escaped. Weap
th

S

not recovered. Pursuit was given with negative results. VC fled to

southwest.

120830H. Ambushes were established at BT 387031 and BT 391035 and

maintained until 131000H.

-2-
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l2J.615p~) Haole II 3L':1t to :in,(';stigate choppj.ng. At BT 386028, 
patrol h8·J.rd eloctronic sound. It lasted 5 seconds nnd ended with a loud 
thud. A good tY'ail leading southwest wa.s found at this position. 

l2~730Ho Haole II returned to platoon bftse camp. 

l21800H. Harassing and ir~terdiotion fires requested during the 
night in grH square BT 3702. 

l~?030H. 'Sound of motor he~rd from approximately 2000 meters south .. 
west of bare CDrrrp. 

130030H~ One 'Vietnamese ,or 'Jervcd moving north 10 meters :~'L'')m ambush 
position at, B'i'· 3910.35. Han ,,,ore Ff,::.'ay, no hat, no t.'capon. 

l31000H! Ambushes "Jere l'~. "v':'D,>'n. ~'ro contpl'::ts. 

131330H. HLZ vicinity coorc;inates BT 389035 was c18ared.· 

l31600H. Recovery cO!nplek. HeliHfted to 4th l'1ar:J}",CS CPt 

b. ~~~.! S EvaluaU.on of S~.enifican+ Events 

(1) No large units moved through ar€~. of patrol. 

(2) No evidence of VC harbor sites, or main supply routes were 
found in the vicinity of Hill 410. 

0) The sounds of motors to the northeast and southwest of. Hill 410 
suggests possible presence of radio equipment along these respective direct­
ions. 

(4) The clearing of an HLZ for two helicopters atop Hill 410 is '~he 
only useable LZ in radius of 2000 meters of Hill 410, 

c. Recommendation~. None. 

1/ ENCLOSURE (g?) 
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121600H, Sounds or chopping were heard from vicinity : BT 386028.

12161516 Haole II sent to investigate chopping. At BT 386028,
patrol heard clectronic sound. It lasted 5 seconds and ended with a loud
thud. A good trail leading southwest was found at this position.

127730H. Haole II returned to platoon base camp.

121800H. Harassing and interdiction fires requested during the

night in grid square BT 3702.

122030H. Sound of motor heard from approximately 2000 meters south-
west of base camp.

130030H, One Vietnamese observed moving north 10 meters from ambush

position at BY 391035. Man wore gray, no hat, no weapon.

131000H. Ambushes were No contacts.

131330H. HLZ vicinity coordinates BT 389035 was cleared.

131600H. Recovery complete. Helilifted to 4th Marines CP.

b. Commander's Evaluation of Significant Events

(1) No large units moved through area of patrol.

(2) No evidence of VC harbor sites, or main supply routes were
found in the vicinity of Hill 410.

(3) The sounds of motors to the northeast and southwest of Hill 410

suggests possible presence of radio equipment along these respective direct-
ions.

(4) The clearing of an HLZ for two helicopters atop Hill 410 is the

only useable LZ in radius of 2000 meters of Hill 410.

C. Recommendations. None.

By command of
JAMES L. COMPTON
Commander, Recon Group Alfa

R. GARDNER
Operations Officer

-3-
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BROUP OROE! 15-65 '" . 

Time.Zon,ei,.-:H.:: . "':';" \.~'/; I, •• ,", ".'. .' :", "" ~ .. ' 

Talk Or~a.n1zationJ let Squad~ 1st' Plt, 'ttci"; OODPAnt, l~t Nboni'iln,' 
: ; !-. ~.: ... , ..: j' ';.' • .' ',: . f. . §ITUATIOM. 

• , ' ~,,' i : 1" • ". I ." .' ,. . '. , ' 

a. l!l§mY FP&'9§g. See oUrrent 'i8_~ As brieted. " . 
~".' , 

.1 ... -· ~ f .>1" ; 

b. lnG]l~ ,F2~!I'·· ,Se~.ou,r~1;:o:p.8iuDs~ · is ·hri&t~a. 

~ .... 

2. mSSWl!.'. 'To prov1dEj:QOn~1n~~,~~~ ... ".anoeoov ... e.".~t g.rid squa.rea 
.:sa 5092 SW to :as 4892 by establishing 01>'8 in orderto'aetermine VC mve-

. mentand looiJ.tions, , . 
.-

3. _mION·· . , 

fa.. '02tloept p!rQpettipn.,r )1.lJ.en 3rC1!~latQ()ntlO" 9.o.~':~~1'fot~d at 
~ur on 7 October 195, the let Squad, 1st, Platoon &()QQJnPanj,'B. the pick­

;UP. ~elioopterB to LZ Dolphin :as 492924. Wh1b the extH.'Ot~d· platQOh'load8 
'aboard' the: a1rcr~:t'~, ·tJ:;l~ ~~ reoon te~. JOOve .in ~osi tio~s as '.~~ on 
Annex A (Operations Overlay). Onoe good OP sites ~ve bJjGnoob\1pied, the 
teams will roua:Ln statio in their re8peotiv~ pos1tione'Ubtil'priOi- to".> , 
\I-Hour when they will assemble for pio~ at. ,'1/lJ Wha~e Be 50'92,6" 

• •. . t. • \ ~ .' 

b. 1st i*Ato211. 410" 02- Prov1deone (~) .~quad withtwo (2) teams to 
establish observation,as shown on Ann,~ ~ (Qp~rations Ov.r~). . 

.. ' ~~. "' f';~ ~>()'/:;' t' •.•••. ,,!.)', . ': 

o. 00 "0" [leiaH·). Provide a NRO':',a 'tor relay in the 3rd Bn, 7th 
Marines area, and a watoh in the 7th )hr:Ln~COO. 

.., .. ~ . 

d. O~o~diMtWg ffisti£»otion@l 

(1) R-Day iQ 1 Ootober 1965. , 

(2) L-Hour 181730, 1 Octpber 1965 •.... 

'(~) W-Hour is 1000, 10 October 1965 •. 
.,' 

" -" ~ 

(4) Landing Zone ~lp~n, 18 ~.~o.~t~d .at OOO~, P1'" 49.~9~~-, 
(5) Piokup landing Zone Whale 18 looated at ooqfCi BS 50}926. _ '. ~>:~,<. '.~ i' \:tc:~!.: • 

. . (6):: Al.te~1;e ~1Q~ .. ~ding Zcm~ ~eal is loo~tftd .atpoord B8 4979,2. . "', ' , . , ,', ., '" ... ~, . ' .. .' . " 
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CONFIDENTIAL RECON GROUP ALPHA
CHU LAI, SOUTH VIET NAM
061400H October 1965

BROUP ORDER 15-65

Ref: (a) Maps, Viet Nam, 1:50,000, AMS, L-701, 6757 III and 6756 IV.

Time Zonei H

Task Organization: 1st Squad, 1st Plt, "C" Company, 1st Recon Bn

1. SITUATION

a. Enemy Forces. See current isums. As briefed.

b. Friendly Forces. See current opsums. As briefed.

c. Attachments and Detachments, None

2. MISSION. To provide continuous reconnaissance coverage of grid squares
BS 5092 SW to BS 4892 by establishing OP's in order to determine VC move-

ment and locations,

3. EXECUTION

Concept of Operation. When 3rd Platoon "C" Co is extracted ata.
on 7 October 1965, the 1st Squad, 1st Platoon accompanies the pick-W-Hour

up helicopters to LZ Dolphin BS 492924. While the extracted platoon loads
aboard the aircraft, the two recon teams move in positions as shown on

Annex A (Operations Overlay). Once good OP sites have been ocoupied, the

teams will romain static in their respective positions until prior to
W-Hour when they will assemble for piokup at LZ Whale BS 503926.

b. 1st Platoon. #10" Co. Provide one (1) squad with two (2) teams to

establish observation as shown on Annex A (Operations Overlay).

Co "C" (Rein)(-). Provide a MRC-38 for relay in the 3rd Bn, 7thC.
Marines area and a watch in the 7th Marine COC.

d. Coordinating Instructions

(1) R-Day is 7 October 1965.

(2) L-Hour is 1730, 7 October 1965.

(3) W-Hour is 1000, 10 October 1965.

(4) Landing Zone Dolphin is located at coord BS 492924.

(5) Pickup Landing Zone Whale is located at ooord BS 503926.

(6) Alternate Pickup Landing Zone Seal is located at goord BS

497932.

CONFIDENTIAL

OSURE (38)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

(7) Platoon Commander will brief ~ 84USd on R-l emphasiting the 

new oonoept of exploitation and continuation of assigned missions. 

. (8) Platoon Comma.nders will ensure l),is teams have a. detailed 

esoape and evasion plan. ' 

(~). Debriefing will be oonduoted l\;y CO, "C" Co (Rein)a.nd the 

Group Intelligenoe Chief after t,he return of the p~trol to the Co area. 

(10) Standing rules of engagement will apply and be observed. 

(11) Teams will avoid oorttaot or oo~romise by indigenous parsonn~. 
, 

(12) i~1 eneII\Y sightings will be reportad illlIllediately in &LurE 
form and teams will remain on radio witil told to shut dowm.. 

(l~) Patrol leader will be prep-ared tOI 

(a) Request reinforoements if oontaot with ·ene~ 1emade. 

(b) Reoommend attack on any large va unit sighted or oontacted. 

(0) Reoommend landing zones for exploiting foroes. 

. . (14) Artillery fire and air strikes will be requested as outlined 

in Annex E (Fire Support Plan). , 

(15) Teams will draw sketches and overla.ys of villages and orutioal 

trails when the situation permits. 

(16) Thrust Line. R-Day 4590 
R ... l 4691 
R ... 2 4792 
R ... , . 4893 , 
Thrust line ohanges at 0000 daily. 

4. JJ)MINISTRJ~TION ,AND LOG;rSTICS . 

a. pations 

(1) Teams will carry MJI fot three (3) days. 

(2) Teams will carry' three (3) oe.nteens per mall. 

b. Jl.I'ms an.d Ammlll1iction' 

(1) As designated by the patrol leader 

o. Speoial ~Uipment 

(1) Eaoh team will oarry one (1) red pa.nel and one (1) .yellow . 

smoke. 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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(7) Platoon Commander will brief his squad on R-1 emphasizing the

new concept of exploitation and continuation of assigned missions.

(8) Platoon Commanders will ensure his teams have a detailed

escape and evasion plan.

(2) Debriefing will be conducted by co, "C" Co (Rein) and the

Group Intelligence Chief after the return of the patrol to the Co area.

(10) Standing rules of engagement will apply and be observed.

(11) Teams will avoid contact or compromise by indigenous personnel.

(12) All enemy sightings will be reported immediately in SALUTE

form and teams will remain on radio until told to ahut down.

(13) Patrol leader will be prepared to:

(a) Request reinforcements if contact with enemy is made.

(b) Recommend attack on any large VC unit sighted or contacted.

(c) Recommend landing zones for exploiting foroes.

(14) Artillery fire and air strikes will be requested as outlined

in Annex E (Fire Support Plan).

(15) Teams will draw sketches and overlays of villages and crutical

trails when the situation permits.

(16) Thrust Line: R-Day 4590
4691R+1
4792R+2
4893R+3

Thrust line changes at 0000 daily.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS

a. Rations

(1) Teams will carry MCI for three (3) days.

(2) Teams will carry three (3) oanteens per man.

b. Arms and Ammuniction

(i) As designated by the patrol leader

C. Special Equipment

(1) Each team will carry one (1) red panel and one (1) yellow

smoke.
CONFIDENTIAL
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(2) Eaoh team will oarry one (1) signal. JI\1.rror. 
, :' . ,\, 

,', " 

(;) Eaoh team wi.1l oarry two (2) day/night tlAxoeB~ 

d. OasJl8.1 ti es 

(1) A11.<,a.sualtH~s 'will be reported immediately by oode desig­

nation as doeori·bed in~e~cO (Reports) and Annex D (Badio Brevity Code). 

Extent of woUnds will be desoribed. 

'. . 
Minor,. ~a~~l,t~eB will be treated, but not evaouated. 

(4) Serious oasualties w.i.ll be evacuated by heliooptor along with 

the team involvod. 

e. frisone1:s, 

(1) If it beoomes neoessary to take a prisoner to avoid CoDPro~ 

lee of tho mission, 'tho prisoner will be eva.ouated on conolusion of the 

mission, 

a. Patrol lea.der will ~stablish communication on touch down and report 

ever,y two (2) hours thoreafter, 

b. Pa.trol and teams will use AN/PRO-10 a.s a prinary means of oommun ... 

ication. 

o. AN/PRO-41 will be e. seoondary means of oommunioations. 

d. Challenge and password between teams will be "Road" - tlRunner". 

e. If it beoomes neoessary for a patrol member to re-enter friendly 

lines, he will reply "Reoon l1 , if ohallenged, £ollowe4 by his name and rank. 

f. Helioopters will be landed with radio oontaot if possible. Yellow 

smoke will be used to deSignate the LZ. If no radio oontaot is established, 

a signle red panel will be displayed in ad~tion to yellow smoke. 

g. The following shackles will be utilized by the patrol if neoessary. 

(1) System #1. G It A Y H 0 U N D S 

1 2 345 6 7 890 

(2) System #2. /1. F T ERG LOW S 
1 2 ; 4 5 67890 

he Oommand. Teams are under oomplete control of their patrol leader. 

OONFIDENTIAL 
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(2) Each team will carry one (1) signal mirror.

(3)
Each team will carry two (2) day/night flares.

d. Casualties

All casualties will be reported immediately by oode desig-

nation as
(1)

described in Annex C (Reports) and Annex D (Radio Brevity Code).

(2)
Extent of wounds will be described.

(3) Minor casualties will be treated, but not evaouated.

(4) Serious casualties will be evacuated by helicopter along with

the team involved.

e. Prisoners

(1) If it becomes necessary to take a prisoner to avoid
of
comprom-

the

ise of the mission, the prisoner will be evacuated on conclusion

mission.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS

Patrol leader will establish communication on touch down and report
a.

every two (2) hours thereafter.

b. Patrol and teams will use AN/PRC-10 as a primary means of commun-

ication.

C. AN/PRC-47 will be a secondary means of communications.

d. Challenge and password between teams will be "Road" - "Runner".

becomes necessary for a patrol member to re-enter friendly
and

lines,
e.

he
If

will
it

reply "Recon", if challenged, followed by his name rank.

Helicopters will be landed with radio contact if possible. Yellow

f.
will be used to designate the LZ. If no radio contact is established,

smoke
a signle red panel will be disployed in addition to yellow smoke.

g. The following shackles will be utilized by the patrol if necessary.

GRAYHOUNDS#1:(1) System
1234567890

(2) System #21 AFTERGLOWS
1234567890

h. Command. Teams are under complete control of their patrol leader.

CONFIDENTIAL
3
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By COn1JlBnd o£ 
.lAMES L. CONnON 
-.e.O .... ~ rb:o\\P A 

4 

DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

A Operations OverlayAnnexest
B & Communications
0 24 Reports
D . Radio Brevity Code

E - Fire Support Plan

By Command of
JAMES L. COMPTON

CO. Recon Group A

R.W. Crain
R. W. CRAIN

00, on "C", 1st Recon Pn

CONFIDENTIAL
4
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• • CONFIDENTIJ~L REOON GROUP .il.Il'HA 
CHU Lt .. !, VIEI' nAN 

!~ B (Co~oations Plan) to Group Order 

1. Concept 

a. This annex is dosigned to provido a oonoise listing of all the 
oommunioation requirements that will be neoessary in most operations. It 
inoludes frequencies available, and oall signs. 

2, Freguenci,M 

a. The following frequonoies are assigned for use. 

Designator Net - ' 
Sta.tions Fj'egMen2ie§ 

1>-208 Intra - ,Company Platoon/Company 43.1 
D-236 Alternate Pla.toon/Oompany 52.1 
D-63 Single Side Band Company/Platoon 1993 
D-42 ' Helioopter Command Na.il File 5.10 

b. The following frequ~CieS are provided for emergenoy use only' 

Designator ~et Contrpf, statiQP Call Sign Frequencies 

D-99 

D-100 

D-184 

D-8 

')BnTAC 

BnTAC 

RagTAC 
#1 

RagTAG 
#2 

1st Bn, 7th :toRr 

3rd Bn, 7th Mar 
" 

7th M:l.r Hdqtrs 

7th Mu- Hdqtrs 

Prominenoe 41.3 Primary 
38.6 Seoondary 

Skeptio 45.2 Prinary 
44.8 Second.a.ry 

Starboard 39.3 

Starboard 2536 

0, The following frequenoies are available for relay. 
Designator ~ Call Sie;n Frequenoies 

D-182 

1)..2l8 

"B" Recon 

DAO 

Soat Bravo 

Rosem:mt 

38.8 Prinary 
44.3 Alternate 
40.7 

d. The following call signs will be used by 00 "Ctl (Rein), 1st Reoon' 
Bnl 

'. Co.mpan;y: .. lle~~9.~tors.. Soabrook 
1st Platoon - Covetous • 3rd Platoon - Delicatessen 
Hdqtrs Team .. Coors.. r: . lst'Team ... Barbara 
1st Team - Budweiser 2nd ~eam ... Dora 
2nd Team .. Hoinikffi;l8 . ' Jrd t;~Qam .. Jan 
,rd Team " LOno Sta~ 
4th Team - Schlit~ 

, 
. Bl Commnd of 
JJ.MES L. OOMPTON 
Commander Reoon Group A 

R. wP;~OSURE (3~ 
00, "0" Co, 1st Reoon :an 

#III ""~.""''l'!ft1'rn'''' " ,. 
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CONFIDENTIAL RECON GROUP ALPHA
CHU LAI, VIET NAM

ANNEX B (Communications Plan) to Group Order

1. Concept

a. This annex is designed to provide a concise listing of all the

communication requirements that will be necessary in most operations. It

includes frequencies available, and call signs.

2. Frequencies

a. The following frequencies are assigned for use:

FrequenciesStationsNetDesignator

Platoon/Company 43.1Intra - CompanyD-208
52.1Platoon/CompanyAlternateD-236
7993Company/PlatoonSingle Side BandD-63
5.10Nail FileHelicopter CommandD-42

b. The following frequencies are provided for emergency use only:

FrequenciesCall SignControl StationNetDesignator

41.3 PrimaryProminence1st Bn, 7th MarBnTACD-99
38.6 Secondary
45.2 PrimarySkeptic3rd Bn, 7th MarBnTACD-180
44.8 Secondary
39.3Starboard7th Mar HdqtrsRegTACD-184

#1
2536Starboard7th Mar HdqtrsRegTACD-8

#2

C. The following frequencies are available for relay:

FrequenciesCall SignNetDesignator

38.8 PrimarySoat Bravo"B" ReconD-182
44.3 Alternate
40.7RosemontDAOD-218

The following call signs will be used by Co "C" (Rein), 1st Recon
d.

Bn:
Company. Hoadquarters - Soabrook

3rd Platoon - Delicatessen1st Platoon - Covotous
- Barbara1st TeamHdqtrs Team - Coors. C
- Dora2nd Team- Budweiser1st Team t
- Jan3rd Team- Hoinikons2nd Team

- Lono Star3rd Team
- Schlitz4th Team

By Command of
JAMES L. COMPTON
Commander Recon Group A

ENCLOSURE (38)R. W. CRAIN6
00, "C" Co, 1st Recon Bn
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Annex C (Reports) to Group Order 

1. Reports Required. 

REPORT 

SitRep 

SitRop 

Salute 

Contaot 

Compromise 

Arriva.l 

CJw.nging 
Position 

Casualties 

REPORTING 'UNIT 

COll'lPaIlY 

Pla.toons 

Toams, Pl te. " 
(Relay) 

Teams, Plts. 
(Relay) 

. Teams, Plts. 
(Relay) 

Teams, PHs. 
(Relay) 

Tea.ms, Plts. 
(Relay) 

Teams, Pl ts. 
(Relay) 

DECLASSIFIED 

REGON GROUl? ALPHA 
COO lJ~I, VIm NAN 

PERIOD OF FREQUENOY 

Every 30 minutes 

Evory 2 hours 

Eaoh occurrenoe 

Each 000 urreno 0 

Each occurrenoe 

Eaoh occurrence 

Each oocurrenoe 

Each ocourrenoe 

~ 

CO or Liaison 
Offioer 

Use fornnt; do 
not use report 
title 

-do-

Use oode 

Use oode and 
thrust line 

Use code 

Use oode for 
type and person, 
give extent of 
injury in clear 

2. All teams will monitor for 15 minutes at 0200, 1000 and 1500 daily 

for possible relay. 

3. It will be assumed that a team· has no radio contaot if a scheduled 

report is not made within two hours after time re~uired. Recoverypro­

cedures will be initiated at this time. 

By Command of 
JiJMES L. COMPTON 
COMMlillDER RECON GROUP A 

R. W. CRAIN 
CO, _.!lC" Co, 1st Reoon Bn 

DECLASSIFIED 
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Annox C (Reports) to Group Order

1. Reports Required:

REPORTING UNIT PERIOD OF FREQUENCY NOTES
REPORT

CO or Liaison
Every 30 minutes

CompanySitRep Officer

Every 2 hoursPlatoonsSitRep
Use format; doEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Salute not use report

(Relay) title
-do-Each occurrenceTeams, Plts.Contact

(Relay)

Use codeEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Compromise
(Relay)

Use code and
Each occurrence

Teams, Plts.Arrival thrust line
(Relay)

Use codeEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Changing
(Relay)Position

Use oode forEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Casualties type and person,
(Relay) give extent of

injury in clear

2. All teams will monitor for 15 minutes at 0200, 1000 and 1500 daily

for possible relay.

3. It will be assumed that a team has no radio contact if a scheduled

report is not made within two hours after time required. Recovery pro-

cedures will be initiated at this time.

By Command of
JAMES L. COMPTON
COMMANDER RECON GROUP A

R. W. CRAIN
"C" Co, 1st Recon BnCO,

CONFIDENTIAL
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RECON GROUP ALPHA. 
OHU LAI" VIm NAM 

Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) to Group Order 

1. Qoncept. Oode words are ,dQ~1gned to provide. 

a. A means of sending short, easily understood messages. 

b. Some degree of radio security without resorting to a lengthy, 
difficult to use oouple system. 

2. The following mess~es will be sent by tho code words shown. 

111' • 

. , ...... " 
Departure from known location 
./orri vod at assignod pbsi tidh " 
Ohanging to alternate fre~uenoy 
Returning to base or camp 
KIA 
WIA 
MU~ 

Engaged with ene~ 
M[ssion Compromised 
Cheoking in on schoduled 

reporting time 
Artillery Piece (position) 
Prisoner 
Platoon 
Company 
Battalion 
Helo Lending Zone ','I 

Patrol 
Ambush 
Observation Post 
COlmnand Post 

3. J1.osuppl,y QAAo" '." 

J .. 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 
G 
R(Color) 
I 

1.62' min' . 1ft"" 

.45 Cal." " 

.30 Cal. (oarbine) 
40mm 
hag grenades 

_ WI? grenades 
IHurn.· grenades 
Smoke grenades 
M:lI 

CQDE WORD 

(any city in U.S.) 
(any country) 
"Blackout" 
(any U.S.-automobile) 
"lobrtuary" (plus last name initial 
"Hospital',' and last ~ digits of 
','Sunset" serial number for 

friendly) 
"Bullseye" 
"Home Run~' 

(any aninal) 
"Jaokpot" 
"Cardinal" 
''Pint'' 
'-'Quartlt 
','Gallon" 
!'Bue stop". 
"Blue" 
I,'Red" . 
'.'Eye'! 
"Ear" 

QUANTITY 

Unit of fire (100 rds) 
Box of 50 
Bandolier of 120 rde 
Bandolier of 6 rds 
1 eaoh 
1 eaoh 
1 eaoh 
1 eaoh . 
Case of 12 

CONFIDENTI'~L 
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Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) to Group Order

1. Concept. Code words are designed to provides

a. A means of sending short, easily understood messages.

b. Some degree of radio security without resorting to a lengthy,

difficult to use couple system.

2. The following messages will be sent by the code words shown:

CODE WORDMESSAGE

(any city in U.S.)Departure from known location
(any country)Arrived at assigned position
"Blackout"Changing to alternate frequency
(any U.S. automobile)Returning to base or camp
"Mortuary" (plus last name initialKIA
"Hospital" and last 3 digits ofWIA
"Sunset" serial number forMIA

friendly)
"Bullseye"Engaged with enemy
"Home Run!!Mission Compromised

Checking in on scheduled
(any animal)reporting time

Artillery Piece (position) "Jackpot"
"Cardinal"Prisoner
"Pint"Platoon
"Quart"Company
"Gallon"Battalion
"Bus stop"Helo Landing Zone
"Blue"Patrol
"Red"Ambush
"Eye"Observation Post
"Ear"Command Post

3. Resupply Code'

QUANTITYITEMCODE

Unit of fire (100 rds)7.62 mm4
Box of 50.45 Cal.B

.30 Cal. (carbine) Bandolier of 120 rdsC
Bandolier of 6 rds40 mmD
1 eachFrag grenadesE
1 eachWP grenadesF
1 eachIllum. grenadesG

H (Color) 1 eachSmoke grenades
Case of 12MCII

CONFIDENTIAL
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CODE -
J 
1 
KA. 
L 
M 
N 
O· 

'" ... 

, 
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IT~.1 

Water 
Medioal supplies 
t!brphine 
:n,i. 279 
M30 
H-~} handset 
}lRC ... 10 (oomplete) 

,. 

, I. 

" 

• 
QUANTITY 

.. ~.,oan (5 g~l) 
lbae- (un1 t 1) 
5s;yrettee 
I eaoh 
2 
1 ea.oh 
l. ea.oh 

!y oOr.DllBl'1a or 
JAMES L. COli>TON 
Commander Reoon Group A: ' 

R. W. CRAIN 
00, '''0'' 00, 1st Recon Bn 

, . 

~' ...... .. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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QUANTITYITEMCODE

1 can (5 gal)WaterJ
1 bag (unit 1)Medical suppliesK
5 syrettesMorphineKA
1 eachBA 279L 2BA 30M 1 each

H-33 handsetN 1 eachPRC-10 (complete)O

By command of
JAMES L. COMPTON

Commander Recon Group A

R. W. CRAIN

co, "C" Co, 1st Recon Bn

CONFIDENTIAL
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Annex E (Fire Support l?lan) to Group Order 

1. GmEIUJJ 

a. 3rd l3n ( .. ) (Rein), 12th Mlrines groupment will provide arti llary 

fire support for this operation. 
~ 

b. 1st MAW will provide armed helioopters and olose air support as 

reCJ.uired, Beginning It-Day at J:,.;.15, a.rtillery and air support is on oall. 

2. EXECll'l'IOli 

a. T~ams be prepared tb call and adjust artillery fire if engaged 

or disooverod in order to faoilitate withdrawal and reoover,y. 

b. Be prepared to oall and direot air when ~vailable to faoilitate 

wi thdrawa.l and reooyery. ' 
'. 

o. ~e prepared to oall and adjust air or artillery on important 

targets of opportunity as disoovered, 

d. Ooordinat~ng ~§ttyot~ons 

(1) Teams w:l..ll request and adjust through the Co "C", 1st Reoon 

Bn net. 

(2) r..1&.ison offioor will relay requests and adjustments immedi .. 

ately to 7th Marines FSCC. 

(3) If an air strike is requested and approved, the requesting 

team will display a signle red panel at its position when air oraft are 

on station. 

(4) 7th ~1nes FSCC has been provided with a planned ooncen­

tration overlay, 

By oornrna.nd of 
JJ.MBlS L. OOMPTON 
COlJll)lande;, Rooon Group A. 

R. W. CRAIN 
CO, Ita" Co, 1st lbJoon Bn 

I~ 
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CONFIDENTIAL RECON GROUP ALPHA

CHU LAI, VIET NAM

Annex E (Fire Support Plan) to Group Order

1. GENERAL

a. 3rd Bn (-) (Rein), 12th Marines groupment will provide artillery

fire support for this operation.

b. 1st MAW will provide armed helicopters and close air support as

required. Beginning R-Day at L-15, artillery and air support is on call.

2. EXECUTION

a. Teams be prepared to call and adjust artillery fire if engaged

or discovered in order to facilitate withdrawal and recovery.

b. Be prepared to call and direct air when available to facilitate

withdrawal and recovery.

Be prepared to call and adjust air or artillery on important
C.

targets of opportunity as discovered.

d. Coordinating Instructions

(1) Teams will request and adjust through the Co "C", 1st Recon

Bn net.

(2) Liaison officer will relay requests and adjustments immedi-

ately to 7th Marines FSCC.

(3) If an air strike is requested and approved, the requesting

team will display a signie red panel at its position when air craft are

on station.

(4) 7th Marines FSCC has been provided with a planned concen-

tration overlay.

By command of
JAMES L. COMPTON

Commander, Recon Group A

R. W. CRAIN

CO, "C" Co, 1st Recon Bn

CONFIDENTIAL
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"0" OOMPANY 

1st Reoonnaissanoe ~ttalion 
3rd M9.rine Division (Rein) FMF (Forward) 

FPO San Francisco, California, 96601 

Froml Commanding Officer 
TOI Commanding Officer, 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion 
Via. Recon Group Alpha Commander 

Subj I After i.otion Report 15-65 

Ref. DivO 3480.1 
Group Order 15-65 

12 Oc1;ober'l965 

1. Unit I 1st S'luad (Rein), 1st Platoon, "C" Co (Rein)(~), 1st Recon ,B~, 

a. Reinforcement of squad was by addition of detachment. fFO.m platoon 
head'luarters. 

2. Sizer Eleven enlisted USMC and one enlisted USN. 

3. Timee 0717l5H to 101000H October 1965 

4. Plaoei BS 1;.892, BS 1;·992 and BS 5092 

5. Nature of j.otionl l.rea Reconnaissanoe 

6. Casualties: Friendly. None 
Enerttyt None 

7. Executionl The 1st S'luad (Rein), 1st Platoon was inserted by helo . 
vio BS 492923 at 07l740H. They established a. harboux' s.ite ,vic BS 496926 
at 011830H. At 080730H Team #2 proceeded to vic BS 505927 to establish 
an OPt This OP returned to the squad 01- at 090800H. ,M 090930H Team.HI 
attempted to and was lmablo to establish satisfactory OP's in vio BS 
993922 or BS 495918. They rejoined the remainder of the S,)ua,.~ ~t 09l615R. 

A OP/harbour site was established vic l3S 497927. ~~t 1006:55H the squad 
moved to vic DS 503926 for helo piokup at 10 1000 R. The squad was extraoted 
and returned to this OPt Two sightings were made for atota1, of 18 VGS. 
Of these, one was possibly armed. The period of operation was approx.-".Lw:,tcly 
65 hours, The following is a Ohronological listing of what transpired Ol'!. 

this operations ' 

071715H - 1st Squad (Rein), 1st Platoon left the Co OF .vio BT 560049 and 
landed vic BS 492923 a.t approximately 171740H. At this time 'fhe;y observed. 
14 ves moving south in a. oolunll1 along the left and right side of"the padd.,y 
(4 on the left side and 10 on the right) at DS 493924. They showed no l: 
interest in the helo landing. . 

011830H - 1st Squad established a harbour site vic DS 496926. . 

II F \TCLOSURE '3y) 
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"C" COMPANY
1st Reconnaissance Battalion

3rd Marine Division (Rein) FMF (Forward)
FPO San Francisco, California, 96601

12 October 1965

From: Commanding Officer
Commanding Officer, 3rd Reconnaissance BattalionTo:
Recon Group Alpha CommanderVia:

Subj: After Action Report 15-65

Ref: (a) DivO 3480.1
(b) Group Order 15-65

1. Unit: 1st Squad (Rein), 1st Platoon, "C" Co (Rein)(-), 1st Recon Bn

a. Reinforcement of squad was by addition of detachment from platoon

headquarters.

2. Size: Eleven enlisted USMC and one enlisted USN.

3. Time: 071715H to 101000H October 1965

4. Place: BS 4892, BS 4992 and BS 5092

5. Nature of Action: Area Reconnaissance

6. Casualties: Friendly: None
NoneEnemy:

7. Execution: The 1st Squad (Rein), 1st Platoon was inserted by helo

vic BS 492923 at 071740H. They established a harbour site vic BS 496926

at 071830H. At 080730H Team #2 proceeded to vic BS 505927 to establish

an OP. This OP returned to the squad OP at 090800H. st 090930H Team #1

attempted to and was unable to establish satisfactory OP's in vic BS

993922 or BS 495918. They rejoined the remainder of the squad at 091615H.

A OP/harbour site was established vic BS 497927. it 100635H the squad

moved to vic BS 503926 for helo pickup at 101000H. The squad was extracted

and returned to this CP. Two sightings were made for a total of 18 VCS.

Of these, one was possibly armed. The period of operation was approximately

65 hours. The following is a chronological listing of what transpired on

this operation:

071715H - 1st Squad (Rein), 1st Platoon left the Co CP vio BT 560049 and

landed vic BS 492923 at approximately 171740H. At this time they observed

14 VCS moving south in a column along the left and right side of the paddy

(4 on the left side and 10 on the right) at BS 493924. They showed no

interest in the helo landing.

071830H - 1st Squad established a harbour site vic BS 496926.

ENCLOSURE 1381
/
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07J.8~5H - One rifle shot (sounded like ,anK-I) was fired approxinntely 
150 motors east of the harbour sight, Oiraotionof fire undeterminod. 

Ol2000H - Bamboo drum signals werelloord from the trail at BS 492920 (5 
beats, pause - 6 beats, stoP. then repeated) . 

072005H - Drum signals seoured. 

072045H .. I" rnan was heard shouting south eaet of and oloee to the harbour 
site. The shouting moved off to the south-east. 

080400H - ~ man and WODan were heard shouting baok and forth from one trail 
to another, moving south-east from vic BS ·495921. 

080730H .. Teara#2 left harbour site to establish an OF vio BS 505927. 

080B20H - To OB0920H (Appro x) , two unidentif.ied explosions were heard north 
of the squads position. No airoraft were visable and no artillery was ... ; ~ 
heard. I • I' 

OBlll~H'- Team #2 reported unable to occupy OF site as they could hear an 
estimated 9 people talking in front of them. There was no way around them. 

OBl130H .. Team #2 noted two us,~ 1./0 airoraft fl.ew over vic DS 5092. One 
was fired on, possibly by one of two farmers in the rioe paddy south-east 
of the teamts position at BS 50892~. 

08l245H - The people blocking Team #2's progress rooved off. 

OBl300H .. Team #2 occupied OP at BS 505927. The only thing that could bo 
observed was Lang Think, BS 495903. 

OB1735H - Two people observed entering Lang Think. 

08l900H - Team #2 lost oommunioation an~ went into a harbour site for the 
nightvicBS 493928. ' 

OB1930H - To 090530H, a Variety of activity occured, in ordera 

(a) A man· shouting on the trail east of the team position. 

(b) Five persons, one with'a drum and one with a string instrument 
. made noise for 15 minute~south-east of the squad's position 
at DS 496926. 

(0) Four shots were heard 300 to·400 yards wost of the squad I ~ " 
position, 

090530H - Someone; started yelling and IlXlving south-east from squad posi t.i.on 
at BS 496926. . 

090545H - Some type of an engine, probably a generator, .was heard from the 
east. It ran for about 15 minutes. 

090700H - Team· #f2. oomblillhod' re.d1o oontaot. wt.th tho radio rolay station" 
2 
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071845H - One rifle shot (sounded like an M-1) was fired approximately

150 meters east of the harbour sight, direction of fire undetermined.

07/2000H - Bamboo drum signals were heard from the trail at BS 492920 (5

beats, pause - 6 beats, stop; then repeated)

072005H - Drum signals secured.

072045H - 4 man was heard shouting south east of and close to the harbour

site. The shouting moved off to the south-east.

080400H - 4 man and woman were heard shouting back and forth from one trail

to another, moving south-east from vic BS 495927.

080730H - Team #2 left harbour site to establish an OP vic BS 505927.

080820H - To 080920H (Approx), two unidentified explosions were heard north

of the squads position. No aircraft were visable and no artillery was

heard.

081113H - Team #2 reported unable to occupy OP site as they could hear an

estimated 9 people talking in front of them. There was no way around them.

081130H - Team #2 noted two USAF 1/0 aircraft flew over vic BS 5092. One

was fired on, possibly by one of two farmers in the rice paddy south-east

of the team's position at BS 508923.

081245H - The people blocking Team #2's progress moved off.

081300H - Team #2 occupied OP at BS 505927. The only thing that could be

observed was Lang Think, BS 495903.

081735H - Two people observed entering Lang Think.

081900H - Team #2 lost communication and went into a harbour site for the

night vic BS 493928.

081930H - To 090530H, a variety of activity occured, in order:

(a) 4 man shouting on the trail east of the team position.

(b) Five persons, one with a drum and one with a string instrument

made noise for 15 minutes south-east of the squad's position
at BS 496926.

(c) Four shots were heard 300 to 400 yards west of the squad's

position.

090530H - Someone started yelling and moving south-east from squad position

at BS 496926.

090545H - Some type of an engine, probably a generator, was heard from the

east. It ran for about 15 minutes.

090700H - Team #2 ostablishod redio contact with tho radio relay station,

2
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090800H - Toam #2 joinod the squad at vic BS 497927. 

090930H - Team#l attempted to establish OPts at B6 49~922 and 136 495918. 
~'h0ywere unable to establish effeotive opt 8 and rejoined the squad 

(vic BS 497927) at 091615H. 

091625H - The squad (Rein) moved to BS 497927 and established a harbour 

si te at 091100H. The area. had apparently been e. previous va/opt It 

oontained a txiangular shaped platform 7 feat high which afforded good 

views of Due An (3) BS 511917, Binh Yen (1) 135 51~915, Long Thinh 13S 

495904, and l:1Y Loo (4) BS 50890~. 

091705it - Eight airora.ft bombed Duo ll.'n (~) and Bin Yen (lh The road 136 

512915 was oOJli>letely oratered and DLto An (3) was completely destroyed. 

091800H - To l00500H, genera.lly the same looal noises were heard as on 

the previous night. 

lOO6~5H - The let Squad (Rein) moved to vic BS 503926, secured and estab. 

1ished an HLZ. There was lots of natural aotivity (i,e. oows, fa.rmers, 

etc.) in the area, but none was hostile when the helo!e oame in. 

lOlOOOH - The squad was extraoted and helo-lifted to the 00 OP at BT 

560049. 

8. Oommander's Analysis. 

a. The mission was aooomplished in that adequate reoonnaissance 

coverage of the a.ssigned portion of the Ri~OR was oonduoted. 

b. The diffioult terrain made observation poste relatively impossible 

on the mission. 

o. Oonfirmed va sightings wore neg11ble due in part to an exploit. 

ation operation conduoted by ~/7 in the same seneral area prior to the 

insertion of the BeoOnnaissanoe teams. 

9. ReOOlllJUenda tion.s, None. 
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090800H - Team #2 joined the squad at vic BS 497927.

090930H - Team #1 attempted to establish OP's at BS 493922 and BS 495918.

They were unable to establish effective OP's and rejoined the squad

(vic BS 497927) at 091615H.

091625H - The squad (Rein) moved to BS 497927 and established a harbour

site at 091700H. The area had apparently been a previous VC/OP. It

contained a triangular shaped platform 7 feet high which afforded good

views of Duc An (3) BS 511917, Binh Yen (1) BS 513925, Long Thinh BS

495904, and My Loc (4) BS 508903.

091705H - Eight aircraft bombed Duo An (3) and Bin Yen (1)$ The road BS

512915 was completely cratered and Duo An (3) was completely destroyed.

091800H - To 100500H, generally the same local noises were heard as on

the previous night.

100635H - The 1st Squad (Rein) moved to vic BS 503926, secured and estab-

lished an HLZ. There was lots of natural activity (i.e. oows, farmers,

etc.) in the area, but none was hostile when the helo's oame in.

101000H - The squad was extracted and helo-lifted to the Co CP at BT

560049.

8. Commander's Analysis:

a. The mission was accomplished in that adequate reconnaissance

coverage of the assigned portion of the RAOR was conducted.

b. The difficult terrain made observation posts relatively impossible

on the mission.

C. Confirmed VC sightings were neglible due in part to an exploit-

ation operation conducted by 3/7 in the same general area prior to the

insertion of the Reconnaissance teams.

9. Recommendations None.

R. W. CRAIN

co, "C" Oo, let Recon Bn

ENCLOSURE 138113

DECLASSIFIED



! 
i "" r 

t'" ~ /) 
\ .' , 

'_ ~ •• '~' ,,' ..... -.: <. _ • ," ._. ~ ............ ',._."., h •• ..... ' '>-, . ........ <J 

DECLASSIFIED 

EN'CLOSURE (38) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

INEX A (OPERATION

OVERLAY) Eo

1ST
Sych, 757 PAST

Co C (REIN)

VIETNEY 150,000

TRA SWO 6756.00

SORIES (701

us

25

O
SEAS

Si

WHALE

palPHIN

54

90

week

S

OP

H2.2

ENCLOSURE (38)
S

DECI ASSIFIED



"() 
t") 

• 

---f--'t 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

48

K 96

ENCLOSURE

92

is

0
-

12

LEGEND:

Coc,

1ST

RECON

BN.

OPERATIONS

cream

OpERATiON

15-65

-

OF

VIETNAM

1:50 000

TRA

SONG

6756III

3RD

DAY

1701
2ND

DAY

Pet,

07/02/2020



• CONFIDENTIAL 
" , 

GROUP ORDER 16-65 
• 

DECLASSIFIED 

, " '.' , 

• 
REOON GRG1P AIFA 
CHU UT ~ VIET NAH 
09,1600, cet 10 6$ 

Raf: (a) lmOpO 339-65 " 
(b) Map: V1etNam, .1JSO,OOO, rl'rj,.,Bi~ 6157 III, AMS 1:.101 

Time Zonel ~ 

.TASK mOANtzA'ION: ,ttldJ)lt· ,(Reiith· [6,~i\9";(~eifi'?~' 'J~a ;n,~~~ai~.~e 'Bat~ 
allot) 

1.§ITUATION. 

a. Ene!tForcss. .seeoUl'l"ert'tSt,N1.:$Qij9~,; (;A,p,.~rt~e~.\: " .. 

b •. Fr1il$rOr,9.~s.,:~ee:'curre~t,,,cf~~·~ As '"6r:(~t~~~, 

c. A tt\S!!Hl1Uia8.n(l;Dgtad1!ents .,Noli6. . ..111 •. dtrk~f. 

2. MISSION. To oonduot an: ~e. tt.~enrta:JiQ~tU\pe:'1r\'thtl~J2waNJ;.,:extend. 
in! from cOord 'DT 404047 north to icoord M'tiOl07" "~l'e~or\ Vi~t':Con! 
'troops, posttiO~B, supplies and artille~. 
3. EXECUTION: 

. .k, OJ 

a, conceit. 2nd ~atQ~n (~e:Ln5,Cot:!{Reint,~,le.nd~:at"~flour on' 
1/()308o R"!'l)ay at !dLlit l aM ·.w·a1ong patrol~ollte(Set'''tu:meJC;·':A,.J~p~~tions 

Overlay) on R-Day a,nd'l\+:t..The. patrQl",wil.l;b(~nr,~¢'ov.ere~'~'Itl~,W.fJ()ur(m 1\+1' 
from LZBlue(8ee Anne~ A'~ ..' .'., ',...... 

" .' 

b.Oo B ( .. )(Re1n):V1llmainta1r. ~'~la:lson 'l'$'amiri the 'LthMarinGs COO 
from t-l on'lt..;x,'ay 1iol'ltJ.'on'Rtl..:' ',' .', ., ' . , 

. >, . " ,', 

c. Coord,;na;tw .. l;~$~~Qtl~s 

(l)lt-nay lEI 1/ act:. 
(2)~HOut 'h,~H. .' . ,,' 
( '2) ,:r-HoUl":1.s ,1 ~ti 

.7 .~" "'p~ 

(4) (ill*'. d h t t hUh_til IE 1J UH " •••• _ •• , ", 

(5) Land1J1g ZbtieBlue 1s l~ti_&"'it tib'6rdifi~tii~tn';'hJ1¢19. 
(6) Land1ng Zone Purple 1$ located at coord1nater BT 4¢4¢13, 

(7) Platoon Commander will trier hie platoon in detail onR-l. 

(8) Debriefing will be conducted by 0.0. Recon Oroup AUa and" t;:le 
Intellisonoe Ohief af1;$r the return of the platoon to the company.,vea. 

) 
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RECON GROUP AIFACONFIDENTIAL
CHU LAT, VIET NAM
091600 Oct 1965

GROUP ORDER 16-65

Ref: (a) BnOpO 339-65
(b) Map: VietNam, 1:50,000, Tri Binh 6757 III, AMS 1701

Time Zone: H

TASK ORGANIZATION: 2nd Plt (Rein), Co B (Rein), 3rd Reconnaissance Batt
alion

1. SITUATION

a, Enemy Forces. See current INTSUNS. As briefed.

b. Friendly Forces. See current QPSUMS. As briefed.

C. Attachments and Detachments. None.

2. MISSION. To conduct an area reconnaissance in the valley area extend
ing from coord BT 404047 north to coord BT 401079, to report Viet Cong
troops, positions, supplies and artillery.

3. EXECUTION

a. Concept. 2nd Platoon (Rein), Co B (Rein) will land at 1-Hour on
and move along patrol route (See Annex A, OperationsR-Day at408030

Overlay) on R-Day and R+1. The patrol will be recovered at W-Hour on R+1
from LZ Blue (See Annex A).

b. Co B (-) (Rein) will maintain a Liaison Team in the 4th Marines COC
from L-1 on R-Day to W+1 on R+1,

C. Coordinating Instructions

(1) R-Day is 11 OCT 1965.

0615H(2) I-Hour is

(3) W-Hour is 1600H

(4)

(5) Landing Zone Blue is located at coordinates BT 401079.

(6) Landing Zone Purple is located at coordinates BT 404073.

(7) Platoon Commander will brief his platoon in detail on R-1.

(8) Debriefing will be conducted by C.O. Recon Group Alfa and the
Intelligence Chief after the return of the platoon to the company.area.

CONFIDENTIAL
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(9) Standing :t'uJ..es of € < 1'.,,0 men': , 'appl;' md ,,1111 be obE'or': :J., 

(io) The p~toon l1iii' D,...,'" cOdt,act or cumpromise by in.:i:.f;'':::lOUS 

personnel., 

(ll) Enemy ~ight:ingswil1 be re.llo~t~d intnediately. 

(12) Civi.1ian movement will be. reool;'decl but not .reported·byradit 
unless W1usual. 

(13) PlatoonComander be pre#~e4 to:. 
( -

(al Request , 're1nforc~m7~~:",Uob:4:~~ .:{~?de wtththe ene~ • 
• 

(b) Recommend att$Ck, on~ll:y,~ge Vq··tm~~"~ighted:'~reo1'\tAot,.. 

, (0)' Reeomuend appropr~ .. ~:~~~iilg.z~l(l~s·,~~t"~~forgements or 
attatking foroes. 

(14) Enemy oontact Ui tli:e,;tormor1Sl'l~~it¢Q.' ·;¢iIbush is (i~~~tted 
only when' the ,', platoon cOJ1D1lander ..teels'\1~'f1iJ:t.;i·:~cit/. ~'eo~d.ize'h~$; ;I>~lmary 
mission. ,. \ 

(1" Artillery fires and' 'air ~tr~esWil1l.~e;10E1'QUe'$tea'asoijtlincd' 
in Annex G ('Supporting 1.r~). . 

(16) .Thrust LinesJ 

, (a) R .. DaY-:4~6 
(b) R+l ... 42¢4 
(0 )·R+2.....' ·4l.{62 

, ., .. , 

a. Ration$.· Platoon wll).. carryr1c~'andft~)·tor·2.'~s. 

b. tarlflfJend .. \m'nunftion. As des~gnate4by' 'the ·Pla.to'O)'lCo."der. I, i! 

c. ~pe9~ E9.u.iEI!l(m~ 

(1) 'The platoon willca.ht;\Wo~l(2)red·'a1r,/-panelS ·ond'j~6.Ur(4' 
yellow smoke. . ' 

(2 ):CamouflagQ uni.t'orms ara",p.rmi,tted. 

d. Casual tie" 
p 

(1) .. ~ll casualties will be 1"ep~ted i.mI11edb.telyby :'code designation 
as 'described in Annex D (Radio Bl'eV1ty Code) epd Annex F'(Rep~rt,sl. 

(2) Extent of wounds w1Ub'e de scribed. 

-- -2- • 'CONFIDENTL~L 
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(9) Standing rules of pagement appl: and will be obs

(10) The platoon will av contact or compromise by indigenous

personnel.

(11) Enemy sightings will be reported immediately.

(12) Civilian movement will be recorded but not reported by radio
unless unusual.

(13) Platoon Commander be prepared to:

(.
(a) Request reinforcements if contact is made with the enemy.

(b) Recommend attack on any large VC unit sighted or contact-
ed.

(c) Recommend appropriate landing zones for reinforcements or

attacking forces.

(14) Enemy contact in the form of sniping and ambush is permitted
only when the platoon commander feels it will not jeopardize his primary
mission.

(15) Artillery fires and air strikes will be requested as outlined

in Annex G (Supporting Arms).

(16) Thrust Lines;

4306(a) R-Day -

4204(b) R+1
- 4102(c) R+2

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS

a. Rations. Platoon will carry rice and MCI for 2 days.

b. Arms and Ammunition. As designated by the Platoon Commander.

c. Special Equipment

(1) The platoon will carry two (2) red air panels and four (4)
yellow smoke.

(2) Camouflage uniforms are permitted.

d. Casualties

(1) All casualties will be reported immediately by code designation
as described in Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) and Annex F (Reports).

(2) Extent of wounds will be described.

CONFIDENTIAL-2-
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(3) Minor easualties will be treated but not evacul.1'[~ed. 

(4) Serious casualties will be evacuated. 

e. Prisoners. If it beoomes necessary to take a prisoner to avoid 
compromise of the mission l the prisoner will be evacua.ted on conclusion of 
the mission. 

5. COMMAND AND CONMUNIC~'~TION , 

a., Communications 
• . 

(1) The platoon will use a AN/PRO-IO radio as the primary means of 
communication with the Liaison To~ 

(2) Intra.patrol communication will be by ~N/PRC-10 radio. 

(3) The platoon will report every six (6) hours by code word com­
mencing at L-Hour (See lmnex~s D n:-Id F). 

(4) Challenge and passwc' between tearns will be by number system: 

(5) Ii it becomes neces,:ary for a patrol member to re-enter friend .. 
ly lines, he will reply "Recent! if challenged, followed by his name and 
rank .. 

(6) Helicopters will be landed with radio contact if possible, 
Yellow smoke will be used to designate the LZ, If no radio contact is 
established, a single red panel will be displayed in addition to the yellow 
smoke. 

b, Command. Platoon Commander will report to Regimental Reeon Lraison 
and accept all orders from that station. 

I 

Annexes: A - Operations Overlay 
B ... None 
C - None 
D .. Radio Brivi ty Code 
E - Frequency Assignrnerr::, Table 
F - Reports 
G - Supporting Arms 

By command of 
JAl'tES L. CO}!PTON 
Commander, Recen Group AUa 

'-I/?"~ I(t: ~A ~ ____ _ 

J. R/Gt$NER 
Operat~~s Officer 

\/,,' 
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(3) Minor casualties will be treated but not evacuated.

(4) Serious casualties will be evacuated.

e. Prisoners. If it becomes necessary to take a prisoner to avoid

compromise of the mission, the prisoner will be evacuated on conclusion of

the mission.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATION

a. Communications

The platoon will use a AN/PRC-10 radio as the primary means of(1)
communication with the Liaison Team.

(2) Intra-patrol communication will be by AN/PRC-10 radio.

(3) The platoon will report every six (6) hours by code word com-

mencing at L-Hour (See Annexes D and F).

(4) Challenge and passwoi between teams will be by number system:
9.

(5) If it becomes necessary for a patrol member to re-enter friend-

ly lines, he will reply "Recon" if challenged, followed by his name and
rank.

(6) Helicopters will be landed with radio contact if possible.
Yellow smoke will be used to designate the LZ. If no radio contact is
established, a single red panel will be displayed in addition to the yellow
smoke.

b. Command, Platoon Commander will report to Regimental Recon Liaison
and accept all orders from that station.

By command of
JAMES L. COMPTON
Commander, Recon Group Alfa

John

J. R GARDNER
due

Operations Officer

Annexes: A - Operations Overlay
B - None
C - None
D - Radio Brevity Code
E - Frequency Assignment Table
F - Reports
G - Supporting Arms

CONFIDENTIAL-3-
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Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) to (":t:'C'~lP Order 

• 
RECON Q) OUP J.\IF A 
CHU L£I.1, VIET NAM 

1. Concept. Code words n.rc design'.:d to provide: 

a. A means of sending short, easily Ul'lo'erstood meB8agc~ 

b. Some degree of radio secur1ty without resorting to [1, lengthy, diff .. 
icu1t to use couple system. 

2. The following messages will be seLt by the code Hords sho-.m: 

HESSAGE 

Departure from known location 
Arrived at assigned position 
Chmlging to alternate frequency 
Returning to base or camp 
ICJ...:\ 
11M. 
l1L\ 

Engaged 'Id th enemy 
Hission Compromised 
Checking in on scheduled rep(,,:'ting time 
~\rtillery piece (Position) 
Prisoner 
Platoon 
Company 
Battalion 
He10 lrnnding Zone 
Patrol 
.L\mbush 
Observation Post 
Command Post 

.3. ResuPE-ly Code 

CODE 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 
Q 

H (Color) 
I 
J 

ITEM -
7.62 rom 
'1~5 cal 
.30 cal (carbine) 
40 rom 
Frng Grenades 
lVP grenades 
IlIum. grenades 
Smoke grcl1:-dc s 
HOI 
1'later 

(Any city in U. S.) 
(.~ny country) 

11 Black6ut" 
(Any UV S. 
IIHorturu:-yll 
II Hospi tal" 
"Sullf-;et" 

automobile) 

"Bullseye II 
"Home Run" 
(lillY animal) 
II Jackpotl! 
" Cardinal" 
"P:int" 
"Quart" 
UGallon" 
"Bus Stop" 
"BlUe" 
"Red" 
ilEyell 

"Ear" 

QUANTITY __ l. .. 

(plno la.st name 
inj.tial and lDst 
3 d:i.gi ts of s€l'ial 
number for friendly) 

Unit of fire (100 rds) 
Box of $0 
Bandolier of 120 rds 
Bandolier of 6 rds 
1 each 
1 each 
leach 
1 each 
Case of 12 
1 can (5 ga.1) 

E~'TCLOSURE (31) 
DECLASSIFIED 
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RECON Gi OUP ALFACONFIDENTIAL
CHU LAT, VIET NAM

Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) to Group Order

1. Concept. Code words are designed to provide:

a. A means of sending short, easily understood message

b. Some degree of radio security without resorting to a lengthy , diff-
icult to use couple system.

2. The following messages will be sent by the code words shown:

MESSAGE CODE WORD

(Any city in U. S.)Departure from known location
(Any country)Arrived at assigned position
"Blacköut"Changing to alternate frequency
(Any UV S. automobile)Returning to base or camp

(plus last name"Mortuary"KJA
initial and last"Hospital"WIA
3 digits of serial"Sunset"MIA
number for friendly)

"Bullseye"Engaged with enemy
"Home Run"Mission Compromised
(Any animal)Checking in on scheduled reporting time

Artillery piece (Position) "Jackpot"
"Cardinal"Prisoner
"Pint"Platoon
"Quart"Company
"Gallon"Battalion
"Bus Stop"Helo Landing Zone
"Blue"Patrol
"Red"Ambush
"Eye"Observation Post
"Ear"Command Post

3. Resupply Code

QUANTITYITEMCODE

Unit of fire (100 rds)7.62 mmA
Box of 50:45 calB

.30 cal (carbine) Bandolier of 120 rdsC
Bandolier of 6 rds40 mmD
1 eachFrag grenadesE
1 eachWP grenadesF
1 eachIllum. grenadesa

H (Color) 1 eachSmoke gronedes
Case of 12MCII
1 can (5 gal)WaterJ

5
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CONF IDENTI:.L " rYT (tHC;P AIF;\ 
':,,\I, J1ET NliJ1 

:.nnex D (Radio 'Brevity Cod€) continued 

CODr: 

K 
KA 

, I, 
11 

'N . 
o 

I'I'EH 

'11cdical s.upplies 
. Jlioj'phine 

Bh ~:'(9 

h\ 30 
'"B •• ',,3 hand~:H3t, 

Pl1(j.,lO (c ('JJ.ete) 

1 bag (unit 1) 
5 8;Vl'?t,teG . 

. ]. civ:h 
2 
1 each' 
lench 

By cC':~:1and <'f 
J;.ME;S . iJe COi~:?TON 
Coinmand~r" r:econ Group .\1.fa 
,,; '///'., , .' 

CONFIDENTL\L 

• 
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CON GRC IP ALFACONFIDENTIAL
MA, VIET NAM

Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) continued

QUANTITYITEMCODE

1 bag (unit 1)Medical suppliesK
5 syvettesMorphineKA
1 eachElls. 279I,

2IM 30M
1 eachH=33 handsetN

PRC-10 (cr plete) 1 eachO

By cormand of
JAMES is COMPTON
Commander, Lecon Group Alfa

be

J. R. a. RDNER

Operations Officer

CONFIDENTIAL-2-
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• • CONFlEENTUL RECON GROUP AI1'A 
CHU Lt .. I, VIET NAH 
091({)0 Oot 1965 

Imnex E (Frequency :.ssignment Table) to Group Order 16-65 

I, The following frequencies are [~;3signed for use: 

CODE # NET STATIONS fR1?,QillNCrr..8 
eA ~ •• -
D-162 Intra-patrol Command PIt/Teams 36.8 
D-218 : .. lternnte PIt/Teams 44.3 
D .. 42 Helioopter Command Nail File h3~5 
D-2S$ Relay 5'1.0 

2, The following frequenoiee are provided for emersency use only: 

3. 

CODE # NET CONTROL STATION C:.IJ.I SIDN FRW9UENCrsS - .•• . e. I 

D-236 BnTac lstBn 4th Pied Piper 46.6 
D-230 BnTnc 2ndBn 4th Sudden Death 4S.8 
D-206 BnTuc • .3rdBn .3:rd Warehouse 42.9 
D-192 RegtTa.c 4th Narines Aftergl(lw 40.1 

The following call signs will be used by Co B (Rein), )X'd Recon Bn: 

pmntoon-Headquarters 
1st Squ~d 
2nd Squad 

Honolulu 
Hilo 
Kaunakakai 

4. A relay station wUl be established on Hill &i. 

7 
DECLASSIFIED 

Bycomnumd of 
J,,;\MB5 L. COMPTON 
C del' ,~. eon Group Alfa 

~.(' 1 

~I/( ~-~ i·,/t~~ 

CONFIDENTL\L 
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RECON GROUP ALFACONFIDENTIAL
CHU LAI, VIET NAM
091600 Oct 1965

Annex E (Frequency Assignment Table) to Group Order 16-65

1. The following frequencies are assigned for use:

FREQUENCIESSTATIONSCODE # NET

38.8Plt/TeamsIntra-patrol CommandD-182
44.3Plt/TeamsD-218 Alternate
43.5Nail FileD-42 Helicopter Command
51.0D-255 Relay

2. The following frequencies are provided for emergency use only:

FREQUENCIESCALL SIGNCONTROL STATIONCODE # NET

46.81stBn 4th Pied PiperD-236 BnTac
45.8Sudden Death2ndEn 4thBnTacD-230
42.9Warehouse3rdBn 3rdD-206 BnTac
40.14th Marines AfterglowRegtTacD-192

3. The following call signs will be used by Co B (Rein), 3rd Recon Bn:

Honoluluatoon-Headquarters
Hilo1st Squad
Kaunakakai2nd Squad

4. A relay station will be established on Hill 69.

By command of
JAMES L. COMPTON

Commander, Recon Group Alfa

John

J. R. GARDNER
Operations Officer

CONFIDENTIAL
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Annex F (Reports) to Group Order 

1. Reports Required: 

REPORT REPORTING UNIT 

SitRep Platoons 

Salute TaMls, PIts, 
(nelny) 

Contact Teams, PI tij 
(Relay) 

Compromise Teams, PIts, 
(Relay) 

_. Dijf3fU1'etifte Teams, PIts. 
(Relay) 

Arrival Teruns, PIts. 
(Relay) 

Changing Pnsi~eams, PIts, 
Position (ncIay) 

Casualties Teruns, PIts. 
(Relay) 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
~IOD OF FREQUENCY 

Every 6 hours 

Each occurrence 

Each occurrence 

Eaoh ooourrence 

Each ocourrence 

Bach ocourrence 

Ec,ch occurrence 

J(\ch occurrence 

REeOE GROUP 4~tF 14 
eHU 1.;\I, VIET NAM 

NOTES 
-,.--"' .... -. 
Use code 

Usc :format: do 
no":. '~se report 
titi.e 

II II " " 

Use oode 

Use code 

Use code and thr\10t 
line 

Use code 

Use code for type 
and person, give 
extent of injury 
in clear 

2. All teams will monitor for 15 minutes at 0200, 1000 and 1500 daily for 
possible relay. 

3. It will be assumed thnt a team has no radio contact if a scheduled report 
is not made wi thin tHO hours of time required. Recovery procedures will be 
initiated at this time. 

By command of 
J1J1ES L. COMPTON 
Commander Recon Group Alta 

I 
/'.' 

. , .-/ ~ ~/ 
, " r/ ;:v'··.., 

.,/' 1 .. __ , _ .... /' ... ,.. /1. --_.-...... , 

4. R. GJ\.RDNER 
:/i Ope:ra~ons Officer 

CONFIDEHTI,'.1 

ENCLOSURE (:31) 
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CONFIDENTIAL RECON GROUP ALFA
CHU IAT, VIET NAM

Annex F (Reports) to Group Order

1. Reports Required:

REPORT REPORTING UNIT PERIOD OF FREQUENCY NOTES

Every 6 hoursPlatoonsSitRep Use code

Teams, Plts.Salute Each occurrence Use format: do
(Relay) no+ use report

title

Teams, Pltss Each occurrenceContact It = It 11

(Relay)

Compromise Teams, Plts. Each occurrence Use code
(Relay)

DEPAPTURE Teams, Plts. Each occurrence Use code=

(Relay)

Arrival Teams, Plts. Each occurrence Use code and thrust
(Relay) line

Changing PosiTeams, Plts. Each occurrence Use code
(Relay)Position

Casualties Teams, Plts. ach occurrence Use code for type
(Relay) and person, give

extent of injury
in clear

2. All teams will monitor for 15 minutes at 0200, 1000 and 1500 daily for
possible relay.

3. It will be assumed that a team has no radio contact if a scheduled report
is not made within two hours of time required. Recovery procedures will be
initiated at this time.

By command of
JAMES L. COMPTON
Commander Recon Group Alfa

J. R. GARDNER
Operations Officer

CONFIDENTIAL
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Annex G (Supporting Arms) to Group Ordc:t' 

RECON GROU2 ;~1rlt\ 
eHU UI T., VIE'!' N.\H 

a o 3rdBn ( .. ) (Rein), 12th N'lrines Artillery groupment is providing sup­
port for this operation. One 8t1 howit~er and one platoon of l55rnm howitzers 
have been placed in direct s~wt.! 

b. lstMAvl provides armed helicopters and 010s1; aiy ICupport as required. 
Beginning R-Day at 1-15 ax' ~ ::.lery and air support is on call. 

·i .~, 
-, ..... 

2. EXECUTION 

a. Be prepared to call and adjust artillery fire if engD.ged or discov­
ered in order to facilitate withdrawal Rnd recovery. 

b. Be prepared to I~ .,.~ ~".J direct air when available to fac:i.litate 
withdrawal and recovery,. 

c. Be prepru:ed to call and adjust air or artillery on important targets 
of opportunity as discovered. 

d. 900rdinating Instructions 

(1) Supporting fires will be requ~sted and adjusted through the 
recon report net. 

(2) I.iaison Officer will relay requests and adjustments immediately 
to 4th Marines FSOC to pass to 3rdBn, 12th Marines FDC or MAG-12 as approp­
riate. 

(3) If an air strike :is requested and approved, the tcun request­
ing the mission will display a single red panel at its p~sition when air­
cl'aft/-{\re on station. 

L.,·,l / I:~ / ( :d~( ~ __ // \ \..." ,/~ , ~-,.-'" 
l' R. GAR~NER 

lst~ U.S. Marlne Corps J erationtv'Off;.roer 

r 

. .... ) ~<---") "Ii /./,,-,}-(. : ~ 
'.. ~,.. ...... - _ <//#..J.- . - __ .. _.~ 

JAMES L. COM} TON 
Captain U.S. Marine Corps 

C.O. Recon Group ~lpha 

CONFIDENTL\L 

E1\.JSLOSURE (3~) 
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RECON GROUP ALPHACONFIDENTIAL
CHU I/I, VIET NAM

Annex G (Supporting Arms) to Group Order

: GENERAL

a. 3rdBn (-) (Rein), 12th Marines Artillery groupment is providing sup-

port for this operation. One 8" howitzer and one platoon of 155mm howitzers

have been placed in direct support

b. lstMAW provides armed helicopters and close air support as required.

Beginning R-Day at L-15 ar lery and air support is on call.

2. EXECUTION

a. Be prepared to call and adjust artillery fire if engaged or discov-

ered in order to facilitate withdrawal and recovery.

b. Be prepared to C. and direct air when available to facilitate

withdrawal and recovery

C. Be prepared to call and adjust air or artillery on important targets

of opportunity as discovered.

d. Coordinating Instructions

(1) Supporting fires will be requested and adjusted through the

recon report net.

(2) Liaison Officer will relay requests and adjustments immediately

to 4th Marines FSCC to pass to 3rdBn, 12th Marines FDC or MAG-12 as approp-

riate.

(3) If an air strike is requested and approved, the team request-

ing the mission will display a single red panel at its position when air-

craft are on station.

Jones Of

Operations

Hic
t.
U.S.

R.
Marine
GARDNER

Officer
Corps

JAMES L. COM} TON

Captain U.S. Marine Corps
1stLt,

C.O. Recon Group Alpha

CONFIDENTIAL
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... REC()~" "r:tOUP AIFA • 
~d Recon; . "Isance Bat'\8.1ion 

,3rd Marjne Division, J'r ~[lr~.ne .i.'lJnphihious ;Force 
c/o FPO" San:, ,:a.r ·::i8eo, 96601 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding Officer, 3rd RecOlUlaissancc BatVllion 

SUbj: Patrol Report, Operation 16-65, 12-l)~ October 1965 

Ref: (a) DivO 3h80.1 
(b) Recon Group Alfn Order 16-65 

3,' .\J!rjm 
15 (;0 t 1965 

(c) Hnp: Viotrw.m" 1: 50,,000 ~'ri Binh, 6757 III, Seri(;s L701 

Enel: (1) PatroJ Houk and Enemy Contact Overlay 

1. In accordan~e with ref crence (a), the f ollot.n.ng report is submitted. 

2. Uni ts participl:tting in Operation 16-65: 

2nd Platoon" Co B (Rein), ·3rd Reconnaissance BaUnHon 

3. a. General Review of Signi{:'cant Events. 2nd Platoon, Co 11 had tl.l' 
mtssion of conducting an area rec'onne.iss8ncc in the valJ/:~/~ area cxt.end1r"; 
from coordinates BT 4040~7 nor.th t.o coordinates BT 401079" to report Viet 
Cong troops, posj,tions, SUPpli€f.' !",.,.;. ert:Ulery. The platoon lnnd~(l vic­
inity coordinates BT 408030 at J.~ ';JDH (S8e Pat:l'ol Route Overl[l.~", Enclos .. 
ure (1)). Contact was made at rr );.12039. There were no observC'd enemy 
casualties and no Marine casunY, .. ,: sustained, A harbor site w~;·;stab­
Eshed nt BT 413039 where thcpLtoon spent the night. One element of 
the platoon moved down to B1' 406051 during the night. The; nlatoon (-) 
moved out the next morning to the r:~ee paddy area at B'I' 40t:(')/.r7 'Vlhere con­
tact was again made. This contact resulted in one (1) VC killed and one 
minor Marine casualty. '1'hc platoon sergeant received a buJ.let burn on 
thE: forearm of his right arm. No evacuation nccesGary. Company L, 3rd 
Br.t.talion, 3rd l'1arines reinforced on R+l at BT 405055. A LarDor site was 
established at BT 405071 on the rd.ght of R+:I.. An or was Gf:tablishod the 
morning of R+2 a"G B~ 401072, The platoon "JaS retracted from LZ vj.c coord 
B1' h02083 at the scheduled time (See Enclosure (1). 

Three significant sj.ghtings were made totalling five (5) civilians 
and 51 ve. Three (3) contacts were JrlD,de, one (1) enemy killed and one (1) 
l'1arine WIA sustained. One (1) set of documents was recovered from the 
enemy dead. Two (2) artillery missions were called at ooord:i.nates BT 412-
038 and BT 403042 with poor results. The following is a. chronological 
listing of all sienificant events: 

1214l,H. Helilift complete at BT 407030. 

It? ENCLOSURE f3?) 
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RECOM GROUP AIFA
ord Recon ssance Battalion

3rd Marine Division, I Marine Amphibious Force
c/o FPO, San cisco, 96601

3, V/rjm
15 Oct 1965

From: Commanding Officer
Commanding Officer, 3rd Reconnaissance BattalionTo:

Subj: Patrol Report, Operation 16-65, 12-1' October 1965

(a) DivO 3480.1Rcf:
(b) Recon Group Alfa Order 16-65
(c) Map: Vietnam, 1:50,000 Tri Binh, 6757 III, Series L701

Encl: (1) Patrol Route and Enemy Contact Overlay

1. In accordance with reference (a), the following report is submitted.

2. Units participating in Operation 16-65:

2nd Platoon, Co B (Rein), -3rd Reconnaissance Battalion

3. a. General Review of Significant Events. 2nd Platoon, Co B had the

mission of conducting an area reconnaissance in the valley area extendir
from coordinates BT 404047 north to coordinates BT 401079, to report Viet

Cong troops, positions, supplies and artillery. The platoon landed vic-

inity coordinates BT 408030 at IS JOH (See Patrol Route Overlay, Enclos-

ure (1)) Contact was made at BC 12039. There were no observed enemy
casualties and no Marine casual sustained. A harbor site was estab-

lished at BT 413039 where the platoon spent the night. One element of

the platoon moved down to BT 406051 during the night. The platoon (-)

moved out the next morning to the rice paddy area at BT 404047 where con-

tact was again made. This contact resulted in one (1) VC killed and one
minor Marine casualty. The platoon sergeant received a bullet burn on

the forearm of his right arm. No evacuation necessary. Company L, 3rd

Battalion, 3rd Marines reinforced on R+1 at BT 405055. A harbor site was

established at BT 405071 on the night of R+1. An OP was established the

morning of R+2 at BT 401072. The platoon was retracted from LZ vic coord
BT 402083 at the scheduled time (See Enclosure (1)).

Three significant sightings were made totalling five (5) civilians
and 51 VC. Three (3) contacts were made, one (1) enemy killed and one (1)

Marine WIA sustained. One (1) set of documents was recovered from the

enemy dead. Two (2) artillery missions were called at coordinates BT 412-

038 and BT 403042 with poor results. The following is a chronological

listing of all significant events:

121415H. Helilift complete at BT 407030.

10 ENCLOSURE (34)
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1211!30H. Old h8:rbor site found at, BT 410033. 

12 144 OH. 13 troops at BT 412038 moving noX'thl'Jest alo;;g the " re': ' .• 
They were bronght under fire tc 'r' 'lJr'1 them dO\ffl until artillery fire COL', 

be fjred. ThG artillery fire l;; ineffective on the target and the eneL/ 
troops broke con'i:,ac·~. 8 men wert;: scen r.t the rear of th8 form8r columr ",f 
13 wGDring khttki uniforms 'Hith r:. "~~8 and rifles. They appeared af"C,er the 
first nrtillery rounds were fir'.. rV:! hro'-::e contact along with .':.he earlier 
group. They were pill'sued sever~1 ,.L~nd'('p.c:i yards from location 1 f3t sr,sn 
but no contact w::s made. 

121700H. Harbored at BT L13039. 

122330H. 2nd Squad disr)~,t,ched to BT 4050119 to bG I" 'c:pared to check 
out A. stream junction at BIvlNT loc[':.ed at BT hOSoS1. 

130320H. 2nd Squad arrivcl. at BT boSO!~9. 

130610H. Plntoon (-) ciepnt'ted harbor sUG. 

130800H. Platoon ( .. ) rendezvoused with 2nd Squad (;It BT Lo;,;049. 

130900H. Observed thirty (30) va (four v:ere unuBual1y large, the 
largest being nbont 6 ft. 2 j.n., 220 Ibs" the ot.he:r"::; ~ ft. If") In., 160. 
200 Ibs. with Green uniforms, packs, rifles and ponchos). TL' ot~.~i,:;rs in 
assortment of black pajamas, khaki shil"ts, white and black shlrts, some 
wHh ponchos, 'Weapons (light and dark stocks) and ·packs. 'I'hey,:aal1l(~ out 
of a trail going northl'rest and turned up another trail going south ~l"', D't' 
40504'1 up a stream bed. When they were out of 8ig~1t, the pl~'.toonL 
faJ I01-riue in the directj,on of the stream bed. On repching the ,juncL'~m ')f 
the streQ.l11 bed ane ·the rice paddy, the point hit an amlmsh of e.bout : :~.v 
(5) men. Fire loJn.S returned and +,ho VC fled south up the stream bed tlor!' 

broke contact. No observed VC cc.sualties. One minor Harine casualty vJ,~; 
sustained. 

131050H. As' the plato 0),: )'led to the northeast out of thr:.: rice 
paddy, one m:'J] "WItS observed fon r ) ,n~ t.he platoon vicinity BT ';''''hO,SO. He' 
l"(tr! mId WM'l shot running across,:~ rico paddy. A wa11et, ,'lith rjl)Gl,;:,:11ents, 

cooking utensils, coolwd rice aJ, a hmmnock Hcre fOlU'ld on the b,r.~;. 

13124SH. Reaction force, C;ompcmy L, 3rd Bn., 3rd I':m:oines landed 
nt BT ~O.sO.sS. A Guide ... TaS prov>lc; [mel J:i.o,j.son "Tas made. 

13l430H. The pJ.ntoon departed Co L posit:lon and lli,,'cd north. 

131BOH. Harbor site was established at B'l' )~OS071. 

140800JI. Platoon moved from harbol' site to low g)'ulmd OF at B'I' 
401070. 

1L1230H. Platoon moved to LZ Blue at BT 402083. 

J.41l./.20ll. Helilift complete to 4th Marines C1' • 

• • 
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121430H. Old harbor site found at BT 410033.

12144OH. 13 troops at BT 412038 moving northwest along the re

They were brought under fire to cold them down until artillery fire COU

be fired. The artillery fire We ineffective on the target and the energy

troops broke contact. 8 men were seen at the rear of the former column of

13 wearing khaki uniforms with packs and rifles. They appeared after the

first artillery rounds were fir ad broke contact along with the earlier

group. They were pursued severa undred yards from location lst seen

but no contact was made.

121700H. Harbored at BT 413039.

122330H. 2nd Squad dispatched to BT 4050419 to be prepared to check

out a stream junction at BMNT located at BT 405057.

13032OH. 2nd Squad arrived at BT 405049.

130610H. Platoon (-) departed harbor site.

130800H. Platoon (-) rendezvoused with 2nd Squad at BT 405049.

130900H. Observed thirty (30) VC (four were unusually large, the

largest being about 6 ft. 2 in., 220 lbs., the others 5 ft. In in., 160-

200 lbs. with green uniforms, packs, rifles and ponchos). Th. others in

assortment of black pajamas, khaki shirts, white and black shirts, some

with ponchos, weapons (light and dark stocks) and packs. Theyocame out

of a trail going northwest and turned up another trail going south at BT

405047 up a stream bed. When they were out of sight, the platoon be

following in the direction of the stream bed. On reaching the junct on of

the stream bed and the rice paddy, the point hit an ambush of about tiv

(5) men. Fire was returned and the VC fled south up the stream bed an.

broke contact. No observed VC casualties. One minor Marine casualty WC

sustained.

131050H. As the platoon mived to the northeast out of the rice

paddy, one men was observed following the platoon vicinity BT 404050. He

ran and was shot running across rice paddy. A wallet, with documents,

cooking utensils, cooked rice an a hammock were found on the body.

131245H. Reaction force, Company L, 3rd Bn., 3rd Marines landed

at BT 405055. A guide was provided and liaison was made.

131430H. The platoon departed Co L position and moved north.

131730H. Harbor site was established at BT 405071.

140800H. Platoon moved from harbor site to low ground OF at BT

401078.

141230H. Platoon moved to L7 Blue at BT 402083.

141420H. Helilift complete to 4th Marines CP.

-2-
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• • 
(1) Both groups of \10 that were seen moved south to north e.lon~ 

the same tra:i.l. They h<"\cl both been in or arotmd the samr. general lr:,r;at:ion. 

(2) The area around the rice paddy Rt BT 40,01~9 was occupie" 
several large groups of peoplel1 either a semi-permanent basis or on ~ 
transient basis while rtce was being harvested. 

(3) Some of these unit''. 'l:~nred to be hard core, from their un­
iforms, und some are local guer.):" . ~-'lS. 

(4) A number of the ob: "led VO were of unusually larg .he in 
comparison to the people norman; seen in this area. 

(5) If this nrct', is a +Jrr-nsient assembly area, the troops are 
probably coming through the Phuoc :~hac:;\t area (BT 3705) as '.;.11 but one of the 
trails lead in that djrection. The other trail lSD-ds back into the village 
area around Ky Long and Ky S;:'.hn (B'r !1305). 

(6) The mission of thr, 2nd Platoon was accomplishr,d. 

c. RecommencJa"tjions. '1'he artillery that was used, Battery tiKI!, 3rd 
Battalion, 12th Harines, was ineffective becaase at least twenty (20) 
minutes ~'las used in the adjustment of rounds on target. Five (S) adjust­
ments were needed for the first concentration fired und then half of the 
rounds were some 200 meters short, while the other half were 200 YlJeters 
long. It appeared thnt the two guns were on different azimuths. The 
second concentration tool~ thirty (30) minutes to bring on target Dnd seven 
adjustments. If artillery in these instances had been of a defensi'Te nat­
ure in a. t.ight sitllnt.1on, it would have been entirely ineffective. 

f5y command of 
JAMES L. CDr4I"TON 
Co~~ander, Recon Group hlfa 

}

J. R. ARD 't 
I er~tion Officer 

Rl\JCLOSURE (31) 
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b. Commander's Evaluation of Significant Events

(1) Both groups of VC that were seen moved south to north along

the same trail. They hed both been in or around the same general location.

(2) The area around the rice paddy at BT 405049 was occupie...

several large groups of people a either a semi-permanent basis or on :

transient basis while rice was being harvested.

(3) Some of these unit is peared to be hard core, from their un-

iforms, and some are local guern Mas.

(4) A number of the observed VC were of unusually larg ize in

comparison to the people normally seen in this area.

(5) If this area is a transient assembly area, the troops are

probably coming through the Phuce Khack area (BT 3705) as all but one of the

trails lead in that direction. The other trail leads back into the village
area around Ky Long and Ky Sahn (BT 4305).

(6) The mission of the 2nd Platoon was accomplished.

C. Recommendations. The artillery that was used, Battery "K", 3rd

Battalion, 12th Marines, was ineffective because at least twenty (20)

minutes was used in the adjustment of rounds on target. Five (5) adjust-
ments were needed for the first concentration fired and then half of the
rounds were some 200 meters short, while the other half were 200 meters

long. It appeared that the two guns were on different azimuths. The

second concentration took thirty (30) minutes to bring on target and seven

adjustments. If artillery in these instances had been of a defensive nat-
ure in a tight situation, it would have been entirely ineffective.

By command of
JAMES L. COMPTON
Commander, Recon Group Alfa

J. R. GARDNER
Operations Officer

-3-
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Cd!tFIDENTIAL 

GROUP ORDER 18 ... 65 

DECLASSIFIED 

ioN GROUPALPIIA ' 
OHU' LAT, VIEr NJ~M 
l21500H Ootober 1965 

Ref. (a) Map, Viet Nam, 11)0,000, ANS L701, sheets 6757 III and 6756 IV. 

Time Zone. H 

Task Organizationl ' Co "0" (Rein)(~), 1st Reoonnaissanoe Battalion 

1. SITIM.TION 

a. Enemv 1'9£.0.08. See current iswna,;. i~s briefed. 

b. Friendly Foroes. Seo current opsums. As briefed. 

O. 'Attaoru!Wll;Ps and DotacMqnts.ll"ono 

a. To looate the oontinuation of the trail forward in grid square 

BS 4295 A!t~ 8... to be the Viet Oonglt5R. 
:e;i 'e'JA!!,Te6J 

b. To report Viet Cong movement and aotivity in tho ~~ oovered. 

3. mcWION 

a. Conoept. Co tIC" (-)(Rein), 1st Reoon Bn lands ~n LZ Boxer at 

L-Rour on R-Day. The· entire patrol will JJX)ve as a reool'Ula.issanoe foroe 

in aooordanoe with Annex A (Operation Overlay). At W-Hour on R+}, tho 

entire oompany will be lifted out from LZ Shepheard. 

b. 1st ~~. Co "O~. ~rovido the point and flank'soourityfor the 

OOlr\PMY during JJX)vomont. At the harbor Sites, tho platoon will ooouPY 

from 12 O'Clook to 60'Clook. Beproparod to provia,e o~e squad .sized 

patrol for pin point reoonnaissance.' 
• • 

I • 

o. ~rd 1£1t, CQ IIG". l~vide roar seouri ty' for tho ooupany during 

IOOVetlont. At all harbor si tOB, the platoon will oocupy from 7 Ol,clook 

to 11 O'Olock. Bo preparod to provide ono squadsizod patrol .f'brpin 

point reconnai6SE'.noe~· 

d. lJe.p.ggW£'t0l18 l',t. Provide ()1i seourity during IOOvonlont. , ,Be pre­

pared to Illaintain 0. dofenai vo posture during squad sizod patrolling. 

e. 00 nOn (Re1n)(,..l. :t'rovide rf*),r eohelon to ~ntain oo~any Cl' 

roar. Eato.bl.ish e. ;oe.d.io rslay with MRC-38 on 0Jt#1 and provide ono'lia8io11 

officor and ootJmU.nications toa.6'in thc4th l4\rines OOC~, 

f. CogrdiPAting In§t~otion~ 

.(1) ~Day" ~Octobor 1965. 

(2) L-Rour - (/fJo t J.GQotober 1965 

I 
DECLASSIFIED 
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CONFIDENTIAL RECON GROUP ALPHA
CHU LAI, VIET NAM
121500H October 1965

GROUP ORDER 18-65

Ref: (a) May, Viet Nam, 1:50,000, AMS L701, sheets 6757 III and 6756 IV.

Time Zone: H

Task Organization: Co "C" (Rein)(-), 1st Reconnaissance Battalion

1. SITUATION

a. Enemy Forces. See current isums. As briefed.

b. Friendly Forces. See current opsums. As briefed.

C. Attachments and Detachments. None

2. MISSION

a. To locate the continuation of the trail forward in grid square

BS 4295 the to be the Viet Cong MSR.

REPORTED
To report Viet Cong movement and activity in the area covered.

b.

3. EXECUTION

a. Concept. Co "O" (-) (Rein), 1st Reoon Bn lands in LZ Boxer at

L-Hour on R-Day. The entire patrol will move as a reconnaissance force

in accordance with Annex 4 (Operation Overlay). At W-Hour on R+3, the

entire company will be lifted out from LZ Shepheard.

b. 1st Plt, Co "C". Provide the point and flank security for the

company during movement. At the harbor sites, the platoon will occupy

from 12 O'Clook to 6 O'Clook. Be prepared to provide one squad sized

patrol for pin point reconneissance.

C. 3rd Plt, Co "G". Provide rear security for the company during

movement. st all harbor sites, the platoon will occupy from 7 'Clock

to 11 O'Clock. Be prepared to provide one squad sized patrol for pin

point reconnaissance.

d. Headquarters Plt. Provide CP security during movement. Be pre-

parod to maintain a defensive posture during squad sized patrolling.

"C" (Roin)(-). Provide rear echelon to maintain company CP
Coe.

rear. Establish a radio relay with MRC-38 on OR#1 and provide one liasion

officer and communications team in the 4th Marines COC.

f. Coordinating Instructions

(1) R-Day - 15october 1965.

(2) L-Hour - 0800, 16 Ootober 1965
CONFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE (40)
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CONFIDENTIl~L • 
(~) W .. Hour - b63O, tf October 1965. 

(4) Landing Zono Boxer is locatod at ooordinatos BS 449969. 

(5) Alternate Landing Zone~oodlo is located at coordinates BS 

(6) ~ickup Landing Zono Shepherd is located at ooordinntes BS 

(7) Alternate ~iokup Landing Zono Beagle is located at coordin" 

ates BS 434948. 

(8) ~latoon Co~ders will brief their pl~toons in detail on R-l. 

(9) Debriefing will be oonduoted by the group intelligence chiof 

after tho roturn of the platoons to the oompany aroa. 

(10) Standing rules of engagenent apply and will be observed. 

(11) All oneqy or unusual civilian sightings will be reported 

i mnodiat ely. 

(12) Artillery and air strikes will be requested as aat4~ued in 

Annex E (Fire Support l>lan). ,. " ; _',', , 

(13) Thrust lino ooordinates a ro listed below and ohange daily 

at 24001 R-Day ~ 3890 
R+l .. 3991 
R+2 - 4092 
R+3 - 4193 

4. ADMrNIS~RATION ANP LOGISTICS 

a. Rations 

(1) Eaoh Inn will oarry three (3) days MOl. 

C 2) Tooms wlll oarry threo (3) cantoens per tJaJl.. 

b. Arms rod ~ t~on 

(1) 120 rounds per man. 

,(2) , Ono (1) M--26 fragoontation grenade per nan. 

(3) Two (2) ~79 gnenade launohers with 18 rounds each for the 

ootlpeJlY·· . , , 

(4) nne (1) ;.5 rooket launoher with throo (;) rounds for the 

oompany .. 

o. &p~cial Eguipment 
OONFIDENTIAL 

2 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

October 1965.
(3) W-Hour - 0830, 1

(4) Landing Zone Boxer is located at coordinates BS 449969.

(5) Alternate Landing Zone Poodle is located at coordinates BS

455965.

(6) Pickup Landing Zone Shepherd is located at coordinates BS

433954.

(7) Alternate Pickup Landing Zone Beagle is located at coordin-

ates BS 434948.

(8) Platoon Commanders will brief their platoons in detail on R-1.

(9) Debriefing will be conducted by the group intelligence chief

after the return of the platoons to the company area.

(10) Standing rules of engagement apply and will be observed.

(11) All enemy or unusual civilian sightings will be reported

immediately.

(12) Artillery and air strikes will be requested as outlined in

Annex E (Fire Support Plan).

(13) Thrust line coordinates a re listed below and change daily

R-Day be 3890at 2400:
as 3991R+1

R+2 - 4092
- 4193R+3

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS

&. Rations

(1) Each man will carry three (3) days MCI.

(2) Toams will carry three (3) canteens per man.

b. Arms and Ammunition

(1) 120 rounds per man.

(2) One (1) M-26 fragmentation grenade por man.

(3) Two (2) M-79 grenade launchers with 18 rounds each for the

company.

(4) Dne (1) 3.5 rocket launcher with three (3) rounds for the

company.

Special EquipmentC.
CONFIDENTIAL
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• 
(1) Eao;h team will oarry one (1) red panel and one (1) yellow 

smoke. 

(2) Eaoh team will oarry one (1) signal 1.1irror. 

(3) Eaoh team will oe.r:t!:f two (2) day/night flares. 

d. Caspalties 

(1) J~ll oasualties will be reported irJI:1cdiately by oode desig-

nation as described in Annex C (Reports). 

(2) Extent of wounds will be desoribed. 

(3) ~nor oasualties will be treated, but not evaouated. 

(4) Serious oasualties will be evaouated by helicopter along 

with the toan involved. 

e. l?risoners 

.(.1) .. If it beoomes necessary to take a prisoner tg "'''il:e. 88illPi!'8!ffioo 

·jee of tae ~~iiQa, the prisoner will bo evaouated on oonolusion of the 

I:rl.ssion. 

5. COMMAND ~ OOMMUNICATIONS 

a. Conpany CoI:ltla.ne.or will establish ooru:mnication on touoh do'Vm and 

report every two (2) hours thereafter, 

b. Cor.1pany 'Will use AN/.J.>RC-25 (i£ available) or JI.N/l)RC .. lO as a 

prir.~ means of coomunication, 

o. 1m l?RC"41 'Will be a secondary tloans of cor:n:runioations. 

d. Challenge and password between teans will be "Busted" - "Flush11• 

e. If it becomes necessa.ry for a Det1.bor to re-enter friendly lines, 

he will reply "Reoon", if challenged, followed by nano and rank, 

f. Helicopters will be landed "lith radio contact if possible, 

Yellow smoke will be used to designate the LZ. If no radiO oontact is 

established. a single red panel will be displ~yeQ in addition to yellow 

Rnoke. 

ary. 
g. ThJ3 following shnokloo will bo util.i~od by the patro1. if necess-

(1) Systetl #1. G R J~ Y H 0 U N D S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 1 8 9 0 

(2) Systetl #2. AFT ERG LOW S 
1 2 345 6 7 890 

; 
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(1) Each team will carry one (1) red panel and one (1) yellow

smoke.

(2) Each team will carry one (1) signal nirror.

(3) Each team will carry two (2) day/night flares.

d. Casualties

(1) All casualties will be reported inmediately by code desig-

nation as described in Annex C (Reports).

(2) Extent of wounds will be described,

(3) Minor casualties will be treated, but not ovacuated.

(4) Serious casualties will be evacuated by helicopter along

with the team involved.

e. Prisoners

(1) If it becomes necessary to take a prisoner to avoid comprem-

of the mission the prisoner will be evacuated on conclusion of the
ise
mission.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS

a. Company Commander will establish communication on touch down and

report every two (2) hours thereafter.

b. Company will use AN/PRC-25 (if available) or AN/PRC-10 as a

primary means of communication.

An PRC-47 will be a secondary means of communioations.
C.

d. Challenge and password between teans will be "Busted" - "Flush".

e. If it becomes necessary for a member to re-enter friendly lines,

he will reply "Recon", if challenged, followed by name and rank.

f. Helicopters will be landed with radio contact if possible.

Yellow smoke will be used to designate the LZ. If no radio contact is

established, a single red panel will be displayed in addition to yellow

smoke.
The following shackles will be utilized by the patrol if necess-

g.

ary.
(1) System #1: GRAYHOUNDS

1234567890

AFTERGLOWS(2) System #2:
1234567890

CONFIDENTIAL
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• e 
h. Q.Ql-Ll8.nd.. Company is und.or oooploto oontrol of tho eonpany 

Ootlrlalldor. 

Annexes, A ... Oporations Ovorlay 
B • Oonounications 
o - Reports 
D - Radio Brevity Code 
E .... Firo Support l>lan 

By Pot'lJ:l8.Pd of 
JJ~MESL. COM?TON 
00, Reoon Group A 

f) ,/ /i • I 
"-1)". //,. (A/..lO";{/ 

R. W. CMIN 
CO, tiC" Co, 1st Rooon Bn 

'. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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h. Connand. Company is under complete control of the Company

Connander.

Annexest A - Operations Overlay
B - Communications
C - Reports
D - Radio Brevity Code
E - Fire Support Plan

By Conrand of
JAMES L. COMPTON

CO, Recon Group A

R.W. Crain
R. W. CRAIN

CO, "C" Co, 1st Recon Bn

CONFIDENTIAL
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• CONFIDENTIJ.L RECON GROUP ALPlJA 
cnu Lt"I, VIm UAM 

IANNEX B (CoIllIl1Ullioations Plan) to Group Order 

l. Concept 

a. This annex is designod to provide a conoise listing of all the 

oommunication requirements that will be neoessary in most operations •. It 

includes frequencies available, and oall signs. 

a. The following frequenoies are assigned for use. 

Desifmator Net, Stations ~P9ueno!~§ 

1>-208 Intra .. .Compan.y Platoon/Oompany 4,.1 

D-236 Alternate Flatoon/Oompa.l\Y 52.1 

D-63 Single Side Band OompanY /Pla.toon ~.'$b?~ 

D-42 . Helicopter Oommand ~a.ilFile 5.10 

b. The following freqU~CieS are provided for emergenoy use only' 

Designator Net Control Station Call Sign E£eguenoies 

D-99 

D-l80 

1>-184 

D-8 

;BnTAO 

BnTAO 

RogTAO 
#1 

RegTAO 
#2 

1st En, 7th }ohr Prominence 

3rd Bn. 7th Ml.r Skeptic 
'. 

7th Mll' Hdqtrs Starboa.rd 

7th M:u- Hdqtrs Starboard 

c. The following frequenoies are available for relay. 

41.~ Prirnal:.'Y 
38.6 Seoondary 
45.2 PrilllarY 
44.8 Seoondary 
39.3 

2536 

Designator !2i 08011 Sign Frequenoies 

]),,182 "B" Reeon 

])..218 DAO 

'Soat Bravo 

RoselOOnt 

38.8 Primary 
44.3 Alternate 
40.1 ' 

.• d. The following call signs will be used by Co "C tt (Rein), 1st Reoon' 

Bnl 
'. C~mpa.n~" HOl\9-!l~ters .. Soobrook 

1st Platoon .. OovotouS . 3rd Platoon .. Delioatessen 

Hdqtrs Team .. Coors,. ,1st' Team .. Barbara. r: 
1st Team w B~dweisar 2ndt~ea.m - Dora 
2nd ~eam ... HoiltikOl;l.s . ~rd troam - Jan 

3rd Team N LOno Star 
4th Team - Sch1it~ 

·Br. Comnmtd of 
JJJvlES L. OOMPTON 
Commander Reoon Group A 

DECLASSIFIED 
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CONFIDENTIAL RECON GROUP ALPHA
CHU LAI, VIET NAM

ANNEX B (Communications Plan) to Group Order

1. Concept

This annex is designed to provide a concise listing of all the
a,

communication requirements that will be necessary in most operations. It

includes frequencies available, and call signs.

2. Frequencies

a. The following frequencies are assigned for use:

FrequenciesStationsNetDesignator

43.1Platoon/CompanyIntra - CompanyD-208
52.1Platoon/CompanyAlternateD-236
7993.3676Company/PlatoonSingle Side BandD-63
5.10Nail FileHelicopter CommandD-42

b. The following frequencies are provided for emergency use only:

FrequenciesCall SignControl StationNetDesignator

41.3 PrimaryProminence1st Bn, 7th MarBnTACD-99
38.6 Secondary
45.2 PrimarySkeptic3rd Bn, 7th MarBnTACD-180
44.8 Secondary
39.3Starboard7th Mar HdqtrsRegTACD-184

#1
2536Starboard7th Mar HdqtrsRegTACD-8

#2

C. The following frequencies are available for relay:

FrequenciesCall SignNetDesignator

38.8 PrimarySoat Bravo"B" ReconD-182
44.3 Alternate

40.7RosemontDAOD-218

d. The following call signs will be used by Co "C" (Rein), 1st Recon

Bn:
Company. Headquarters - Soabrook

3rd Platoon - Delicatessen1st Platoon - Covotous
- Barbara1st Team- Coors.Hdqtrs Team C.
- Dora2nd Team- Budweiser1st Team

3rd Team - Jan- Hoinikons2nd Team
as Lono Star3rd Team
- Schlitz4th Team

By Command of
JAMES L. COMPTON
Commander Recon Group A

R. W. ENCLOSURE 140
co, "C" Co, 1st Recon Bn

CONFIDENTIAL
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~ox C (Reports) to Group Order 

1. Reports Requiredl 

REPORT REPORTING UNIT 

SitRep OOnlPe.ny 

SitRop Platoons 

Salute Toams, Pl te. 
(Relay) 

Oontaot Teams, Plts. 
. (Relay} 

Oompromise . T~a.ms, PIts. 
(Relay) 

Arrival Teams, Plts. 
(Relay) 

Changing Teams, Plts. 
Position (Relay) 

Oasualties Teams, 1'1 ts'. 
(Relay) 

DECLASSIFIED 

• RECON GROUP Ji.L'PlIA 
COO L/.I, VIET NAN 

~ER!OD Of ERE~QY 
.J #~u,es 

Every ~ J!l!i:rw.-e es 

Every 2 hours 

Eaoh occurrenoe 

Each oocurrenoe 

Eaoh occurrenoe 

Each ooourrenoe 

Eaoh occurrence 

Eaoh occurrenoe 

nOTES 

co or Liaison 
Offioer 

Use format; do 
not use report 
title 

.. do-

Use oode 

Use oode and. 
thrust line 

Use code 

Use code for 
type and person, 
give extent of 
injury in olear 

2. All teams will m:mi tor for 15 minutes at 0200, 1000 and 1500 daily 

for possible relay, 

3. It will be assumed that a team has no radio oontaot if a scheduled 

report is not made within two hours aftar time required. Reooverypro­

oedures will be initiated at this time. 

By Command of 
J.lU1ES L. COMPTON 
OOMMANDER REGON GROUP A 

R. W. ORAIN 
00, ·."C" 00, 1st Reoon :Bn 

7 I 
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CONFIDENTIAL RECON GROUP ALPHA

CHU LAI, VIET NAM

Annox C (Reports) to Group Order

1. Reports Required:

NOTESPERIOD OF FREQUENCYREPORTING UNITREPORT
2 HOURS

CO or Liaison
Every 30 minutes

CompanySitRep Officer

Every 2 hoursPlatoonsSitRep
Use format; doEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Salute not use report

(Relay) title
-do-Each occurrenceTeams, Plts.

IContact
(Relay)

Use codeEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Compromise
(Relay)

Use code andEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Arrival thrust line
(Relay)

Use codeEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Changing
(Relay)Position

Use code forEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Casualties type and person,
(Relay) give extent of

injury in clear

2. All teams will monitor for 15 minutes at 0200, 1000 and 1500 daily

for possible relay.

3. It will be assumed that a team has no radio contact if a scheduled

report is not made within two hours after time required. Recovery pro-

cedures will be initiated at this time.

By Command of
JAMES L. COMPTON
COMMANDER RECON GROUP A

R. W. CRAIN

CO, "C" Co, 1st Recon Bn

CONFIDENTIAL
ENCLOSURE (40)7
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Annex D (He.dio Drevity(d~de»boG~ow, Or4-fll: .. , ,/.:'>i'~ 
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l. Oonoept. Code words ~e.' d~~iBn~d to l>ro~1de:.' ~:,>"-~': 
',: ""r, 

=.. ''''., 't! 

a. J~ moons of sen~shoJ7t,., e_~eily und..P~'~i~PO~\!,m.EJs.~e.ges. 
, I ' I •• ~".,~"., , 1, ••• I ~ 

b. Some degree of radio s~o~ity w!ilio~f"ff~~dftlng to a lengthy, 
difficult to 'use oouple system. . 

2. The following moasf.i;gcswi.U !bei:sent by the oode words shown. 
}(,'}':' ..... : ,:,'! #~, ~:~: •• , ' . 

ME§SJ~GE " '. i. ,': :.':.···.·..'''4. CODEWORD 

Departure from known looation 
~rivod at ~ssfgnod position 
Changing to alt~~~ frequenoy 
Returning !'to ~ bas-a :Or', ~!l1p. I • C. 
KIA -
wu. 
l>'JU 

Engaged with ene~ 
-~ssion Oo~romised 
Chocking in on soheduled 

reporting time 
Artillery Pieoe (position) 
Prisoner 
Platoon 
Co~a.ny 
Battalion 
Helo Landing Zone 
'Patrol 
Alribush ..... . .'. 
Observation Post 
OOllUnand Post 

J~ 

B 
C 
D 
E 
F 
G 
H(Color) 
I .... . 
:.!/~ .... ,,":.' ", . 

lTEM 

7.62 nun 
.45 Cal. 
• ~ Cal. (oarbine) 
40 nun 
Frag grenades 

, \& grenades 
Illwn.' grenades 
Srooke grenades 
M)I -

(any oity in U.S.) 
(any oountry) 
"Blaokout" 
,any U. S •.. autonx>bile) 
"M:>rtuary" (plus last name initial 
"Hospi tal'.' and· last } digits of 
'.'Sunset" serial nwnber for 

"Bulleeyetl 

"Home Run'.' 

(any aninal) 
"Jaokpot" 
"Oardinal" 
I 'Pint " 
'-'Qu.a.rt" 
'!Gallon" 
t'l3us stop". 
"Blue" 
'!Redtl _ 

'.IEyel~ 

"Ear" 

QUJillTITX .. 

friendly) 

Unit of fire (100 rds) 
Box of 50 
Bandolier of 120 rds 
Bandolier of 6 rds 
1 eaoh 
1 eaoh 
1 eaoh 
1 eaoh 
Case of 12 

ENC5f8Mftfu ('Id) • 
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RECON GROUP ALPHA
CHU LAI, VIED NAM

Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) to Group Order

1. Concept. Code words are designed to provider

a. A means of sending. short, easily understood messages.

b. Some degree of radio security without resorting to a lengthy,
difficult to use couple system.

2. The following messages will be sent by the oodo words shown:

CODE WORDMESSAGE

(any city in U.S.)Departure from known location
(any country)Arrived at assigned position
"Blackout"Changing to alternate frequency
(any U.S. automobile)Returning to base or camp
"Mortuary" (plus last name initialKIA
"Hospital" and last 3 digits ofWIA
"Sunset" serial number forMIA

friendly)
"Bullseye"Engaged with enemy
"Home Run!!Mission Compromised

Checking in on scheduled
(any animal)reporting time

Artillery Piece (position) "Jackpot"
"Cardinal"Prisoner
"Pint"Platoon
"Quart"Company
"Gallon"Battalion
"Bus stop"Helo Landing Zone
"Blue"Patrol
"Red"Ambush
"Eye!!Observation Post
"Ear"Command Post

3. Resupply Codo

QUANTITYITEMCODE

Unit of fire (100 rds)7.62 mm4
Box of 50.45 Cal.B

.30 Cal. (oarbine) Bandolier of 120 rdsC
Bandolier of 6 rds40 mmD
1 eachFrag grenadesE
1 eachWP grenadesF
1 eachIllum. grenadesG

H(Color) 1 eachSmoke grenades
Case of 12MCII

CONFIDENTIAL
ENCLOSURE (40)8 9
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2B.. .. auw: 
J Wat. 1 ~ ~5 ,alL 
& ~ .qpp~t •• 1 bag Wlit 

XA. Jt,~. 5.nettea 

L Bl279 1~ 

14 BA30 2 
N a .. ~, ~t ·1 tach 

0 lao...lO QO~~ ~ ea.oh 

• 
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CONFIDENTIAL

QUANTITY
CODE

1 can (5 gal)Water
1 bag (unit 1)I

Medical suppliesK 5 syrettesMorphineKA 1 eachBA 279L 2BA 30M 1 each
H-33 handsetN 1 eachPRO-10 (complete)0

By command of
JAMES L. COMPTON

4Commander Recon Group

R. W. CRAIN

00, "C" Oo, lat Recon Bn

CONFIDENTIAL
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Annex E (Fire Support Plan) to Group Order 

1. G~ 

a. }rd:en ( ... )(Rein), 12th &rines grouprnont will provid.e artillery 

fire support for this operation. , ,: 
.•. ~"1. • t 

b. 1st MAW will provide armed helioopters and olose air support as 

required. Beginning R-Day at L-15, artillery and air support is on oall. 

2. EXlOOUTION 

a. Teams be prepared to oall and adjust artillery fire if engaged 

or disoovered in order to faoilitat~ withdrawal and reoover,r. 

b. Be prepared to oall and direot air when "vaiJ.e.ble to fa0111 tate 

wi thdrawa.l and reoovery. ' 

o. :Be prepared to 08.11 and adjust air or artillery on important 

targets of opportunity as disoovered. 

d. Coordinating ~struotion§ 

(1) Teams will request and adjust through the Co ItO", 1st Reoon 

Bn net. 
(2) It.i.'e.1son offioer will relay requests and adjustments iJJlIlledi ... 

ately to tp-h Marines FSCe. 

(;) If an air strike is re.~uested and approved, the requesting 

team will display a signle red panel at its position when air oraft are 

on sta.tion. 

(4) Jfth l>iu'ines Fsce has been provided With a planned oonoen­

tration overlay. 

By oOJlllWld ot 
J/J1I!1S L. COMPTON 
Oomma,ndef, Reoon Group A 

R. W. CRAIN 
CO, "0" COt 1st &loon lID 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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Annex E (Fire Support Plan) to Group Order

1. GENERAL

a. 3rd Bn (-) (Rein), 12th Marines groupment will provide artillery

fire support for this operation.

b. 1st MAW will provide armed helicopters and close air support as

required. Beginning R-Day at L-15, artillery and air support is on call.

2. EXECUTION

a. Teams be prepared to call and adjust artillery fire if engaged

or discovered in order to facilitate withdrawal and recovery.

b. Be prepared to call and direct air when available to facilitate

withdrawal and recovery.

C. Be prepared to call and adjust air or artillery on important

targets of opportunity as discovered.

d. Coordinating Instructions

(1) Teams will request and adjust through the Co "0", 1st Recon

Bn net.

(2) Ljaison officer will relay requests and adjustments immedi-

ately to 4th Marines FSCC.

(3) If an air strike is requested and approved, the requesting

team will display a signle red panel at its position when air craft are

on station.

(4) 4th Marines FSCC has been provided with a planned concen-

tration overlay.

By command of
JAMES L. COMPTON
Commander, Recon Group A

R. W. CRAIN

CO, "C" Co, 1st Recon Bn

CONFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE (40)10 9
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"0" COMPANY
1st Reconnalesance Battalion

3rd Marine Division (Rein) FMF (Fonward)

FPO San Franoisod, California, 96601
18 October 1965

From Commanding Officer
Tot Commanding Officery 3rd Redonnaissance Battalion
Viat Réoon Group Alpha Commander

Subji After Action Report 18-65

(a) DivO 3480.1Reft
(b) Group Order 18*65

1. Uniti #10" 0d (Rein)( 1st Reoch Bn

2. Sizel Three officers, 38 enlisted USMC and two enlisted USN.

3. Timet 150915H to 171150H October 1965

4. Placel The area BS 4195 north to BB 4197 east to BS 4897 and south

to BS 4895

5. Nature of Action: Area Reconnaissance

6. Gasualtiest Friendly, WIA - four (one of which is non-oombat)
KIA - four (confirmed)Enemys
WIA $ four

7, Execution: "1" Co (Rein) (-) was inserted by helos vio BS 444968 at

150935H. The company moved weet to the stream bed. at BS 432968, then

went south down the stream bed to BS 429955 and established a harbour

site at that point. Enroute they encountered one pave, two VC harbour

sites and a sub-hamlet, presumably used as a VC base camp. Various

items of VC equipment and VC documents were captured and others destroy-

ed (See Appendix c). The company remained at the harbour site that night,

st 160830H, Team #1 (from the 1st Pit) was ordered to perform a route

recon of the trail shown on the map vio BS 4295. The team located the

trail and returned at 161145H.\ At 16124OH, all company headquarters

communications with CP (rear) was lost and never re-established during

the operation. At 161300H a squad size patrol from the 3rd Plt was

sent out to continue reconnaissance of the trail from the point where

Team #1 (1st P1t) had penetrated. Two men from the 1st Tead, let Plt,

guided them to this point and then proceeded to return to the harbour

site. As they were returning they trailed one man with a weapon in-

tending to ambush him. In the meantime, the squad patrol from the 3rd

Plt oncountered five VC and received orders from the squad leader to

withdraw and avoid engagement. The two guides from the lat P2t heard

the friendly patrol approaching through the jungle and opened fire,

wounding PFC SELLAS seriously in the thigh. The entire patrol returned

ENCLOSURE (40)D
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w.t.th the lfoundef.'~ ~h a. .trete~~~~'.:.t"'t~151.0Bt J,tQ~ ~p~te<l ~th 
two teamS from 11, lBt SqU!d:ahd pr6~I"M_4;lto·Jile:h:ktOu.nd ~b llS485968 
(see Appendix]3 !.rf,t)~~r.~to:es~blt}b·l.,&~oat~btitc~a request a med­
ied evaoWJ.:i;ion •. In·'2:'O\lto"h·(d)C~&~d;,e.p~t'o;dnlt.t~ly 11(K)O mo.tere. . 
ambuShed :e1f5ht va, :f.rtfleoting one ene~ EU (Qonf1tae4) e,nd four enenv 
WIA :Ln a period of three !}ours and 15lninutoE!. His patrol eu!fered 
on~ wu., Opl GILCHRIST, from a pUl1.ji S.te.ke. 

, , 

Follow.1.tlg Lt 9.,HlilFF18 departure .• '(.1ibel)(qlanv ~~.1J/ A l:ln tl'Otl"ii~o south­
east. s/Sgt HUFF was wounded.ili the baok abo.vo.~4~,'~Jlt,J~e,'4-~~ 8t: .. ;'. . 
.45 oal. round, p~e~~bly.: from .. a. tt'~JlIP.",@. "'(':$~p. ~j)~l'<~.~.';;':l:.''l~~ '. :90mpai.ir. 
returned fire kilUns ono VO wi~l\ an *1~:~ QC?P.t.i:r;~~';~t~(J:_, ... ,09 VP';":, 

,WI4 with.8. iiotal of ~ive t .. O~· m.~ FrQm 1615~B ~o 161~a> , the ' 
company receivod ;sporadio :lneffeoti 1~ ~er,~it'~ ... ,iP9~9,,~;1:Oll.8, :;;;, 
ramained iqpairad, but the 1st l)lt's patrol (Lt CHEFF}walf ¥rrl tored 
and h~ for tho l'emaindar ot the ope~tion.· Fr(?,~,~.~t.9O()~.:I.'i0 (f~()3OQHh 
the oOllg?any maintained itt S defensive po~.tw:e •. "F:I,..~e .8 i.u.t:l.~'j;e,d on" 
three VO inflitrators at 170~ ~ving tro~ ~~ 4}2957 toWard tne'oo~~ 
position. T~e VO with~~w,ther$ .. wa.$;~ ;.~tb~~,~:I.,Qn~-o~ thG'~iS~.·;:~At.; ~ 
170BOOH, ~. fragment9.1on greria.de _s t~Wn i,n:to-t-he '4e.1'eJts1v,e ,pertmeteJj;' 
from the east intJii()'ti~ slight .Wounds 1Qn:'.<.l)1.:Qum14litH~;~·ft~ tt'~t\U'n~4 
with one VO lQ:A rasul ting ffoma direot hit. w.i. th'~ *"19 (oon.firmed). . 
At 170200, medioal evaouation Was aooomplum4ct,iAl\d. _«Il~ •• J.~J1o:q(~~~~ '\~" 
~r~~t~o:n ~a,mad.a by ,oonv~t!8a.t~Gu"jwith the helo p11C)~ •. ,At ,111115H. 
while enroute to-the 'HLZ for oottmotiont',the:~omp~J~~,.lemQnt~, ~ • .i 
ohanged fire with 8i" VO wearing blaok pajaeana. o~fl:au804;'~~n::lja~l 
rosulting in one VO IWI. (Oonf'1r~ed) M!l threo:VOWl4(r,o.Bsibly W, one 
'WaS, 14 \~ in the ohest with buokSht>t}. t~ter;·iexti'E\ot:i.on.Ma,: M.cQ$.Wl~,'he~;~ 
artil1ery fire was, oalled, on tho ;e.rea. fhQ elements Or the 1st l.'ltat .. 
Be 48$96'8 ;'~~ere ':'Elxti'adt~· s:tmuitru1eou~1y. .. tr~m th~ifi:p~lt.tlQ~.J:W~e",~~ll~r-
ing is 8. ohronologioal \ aoouurttoot what oootirrod dud,t)B:!\thia patrol'. I 

• ' ' ~ t I ... ,."'> ",' '" /, .. \.'.,' ,: .... .,' ..... • • 

~l509~~,~. "e." ~o( .. ) tOllohed down: vio./oo~rd·: (00 44596Sr and bege.n,·to··IOO~e 

::::$~~::::::',::: A:!:~~j .. :':-k~:~ .. ~~,~Z~~· ~~, ~ .. ,.:~~.~.: .~.:~l' 
a bi 11&ting,' a~ea.· t '<Oa:ve ,ws.8.blO~(by i.1.:Ij;~ ~"~9cOn .. .::r-1';~1 ~-K ;~~ . ("'/:;;' 

Irt~:·;\~···; ',,:r;. '\~':"""~.l·'~:',~".'i: :' ".i: :Il,:,,~.t .. (}:;,.,,;t.·i.,:,·\~ -, . .iv~~n~n~'1~,,!·t~;1" f,·,' ':'J"'~~' 
'l!)l1Obll· to:, 15l~It "';" ~qlllPe.ny~:Ve(t~9wt~~ .. ,;~ ,8;¥~~~~,~,,_, ~~e :·,~l.oW; .' 

,l·streambed;at: BSA~96'I.atr~m:b.fi!!\,'~~"'~ ;99v:~,d ~~n,~~U;.f~~~. f,)or.s, 

\ 

20 MM shells and Ol) platforms. Smallba€e of rioo ana.:,ponoho' IOO.terial . 
~ev~"',soe.tter.od t~~~hol.lt the ;~~~~~1,'¥1ili'~ ~.ed_ ~rpf(:.·{~/.(~~(A'~·f #2r ~ 

, 'f' .,,", .' ,) "I", ",' ." ... ' j' •• ;;.~ .. J/'~p~t.:' () ~" , '\) . If ... 1'-.". I \';. ~~ 

15~~H.·~. ,Ha.xni~t jle~e.'b~d. Vllo.,oo.o~ ,(~~, 4'~~h I, ~o~~.' x:o~·0n..~).Y :C\lt. p'~i 
s;t~~,$ ':hiddtm . under ·oow :d.unsf !t"f9 ~t9}16", i\u,li$ .;of· ~01'4l1 rl:QP) ~~ ~e.t9P,~e., 
The. qo..1ia>a.tW. po·U1'~a., ~hi s '~~ro,sen~ '9.~¥' .~~ljrthe . t.o..o.,~. ,;: ~~!,o' l~\,ql~. eif'V~', ~F 
,~1~ht ~mall .bvn\Uelf of" oj;v11d.an'-(l19j;~·,\~~t,,~O~9,r~). J·,,~wo·~~~al)~ d'j 

6ontaihing~~OUB'Surv:i. va,!. ess.en1(~ .. :J,~ •• :1.n,.o~wl~~ ~~~~r~,;·1~j':ittl~. fQ~,,7' 
of pille and·:.poWlier wore ,found.·:.:v.o.,~Q~~j;~,V~:;~. ~~P8,;P'l~t~~~a.t~4 .,'t', 
(seeJi.~pendiX.~,O~~: :!Olmd "IO~ld<m.~9~~Ui,.(l.2~~'~~>'~l~ ~~&nd ~. b.~ 
b~~ '1ll90~-UP' (is· .. 1~ng).<!~.~hel~QOPt9~,,;(~~~~ ,rr:,.~. I'LtJ .: '. ~,\ 

,. ,., -, ;: ~:~ ., ,',: .,"',".< : ...... ',' .• ~', . ",' . : ... ' ~,""~ :. " .. ;. 

l~~~20,H. ~ ~:~s~~oa1sb~d: *bom: ;'~i~Q~f:!i'~:\~~~f.~ "~:j4:~~~~):~,:~P >i~!>~~~~s 
reobrded<::,ror.t,M:·test~o'f.lt4a't,D.a.y\Mtl.!()lJf~pg.'.tJ.:Y;:~~~~~·'.".~~! 
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with the wounded man on a stretcher. At 161510H, Lt CHEFF departed with
two teams from the 1st Squad and proceeded to high ground V10 BS 485968
(see Appendix B) in order to establish and request a med-
ioal evacuation. In route he covered approximately 7,000 meters,
ambushed eight VC, inflecting one enemy KIA (confirmed) and four enemy
WIA in a period of three hours and 15 minutes. His patrol suffered
one WIA, Cpl GILCHRIST, from a punji stake.

Following Lt CHEFF's departure, the company received B/A fire from the south-

east. S/Sgt HUFF was wounded in the back above the belt line with a

.45 cal. round, presumably from a Thompson-Sub Machine Gun. The company
returned fire killing one VC with an M-79 (Confirmed KIA) and three VC
WIA with a total of five V.C. sighted. From 161530H to 161820H, the

company received sporadio ineffect: re sniper fire. Communications
remained impaired, but the 1st Pit's patrol (Lt CHEFF) was monitored
and heard for the remainder of the operation. From 161900H to 170300H,
the company maintained it's defensive posture. Fire was initiated on
three VC inflitrators at 170300 moving from BS 432957 toward the company
position. The VC withdrew, there was no estimation on the damage. At
170800H, a fragmentaion grenade was thrown into the defensive perimeter
from the east inflicting slight wounds on Cpl DUNMAN. Fire was returned
with one VC KIA resulting from a direct hit with an M-79 (confirmed).
At 170900, medical evacuation was accomplished and a, request for helo
extraction was made by conversation with the helo pilot. At 171115H,
while enrouté to the HLZ for extraction, the company mear elements
changed fire with six VC wearing black pajamas and camoflauged rain hats
resulting in one VO KIA (Confirmed) and three VO WIA (Possibly KIA, one
was hit in the chest with buckshot). After extraction iwas accomplished
artillery fire was called on the area, The elements of the 1st P1t at
BS 485968 were extracted simultarioously from their position. The follow-

ing is a chronological account of what occurred during this patrol:

150930H - "C" co(-) touched down vio coord (BS 443965) and began to move
southwest in company column fashion.

151030H Empty oave found at BS 439966. Appeared to have been used as
a billeting area. Cave was blown by 1st Platoon.

151100H to 151300H - Company moved south down a steep ridge line along
stream bed at BS 4396. Stream bed area was covered with small rest areas,
20 MM shells and OF platforms. Small bage of rice and ponoho material
were scattered throughout the immediate stream bed area. (APPENDIX #3)

151300H - Hamlet located vio ooord (BS 432968). Found recently cut panji
stakes hidden under OOW dung, two storege huts of oorn, rice and kerosone.
The company poured this kerosene over all the food, Also found seven or

eight small bundles of civilian olothing (all colors). Two rucksacks
containing various survival essentials, including medicine in the form

of pills and powder were found. VC documents were also confisionted

(See Appendix c). Found wodden mook-up (12" long) of an M-14 and a ban-
boo mook-up (18" long) of a helicopter. (APPENDIX

151420H - Established harbour site at vio ,000rd (BS 429955). No incidents
recorded for the rest of that day and following early morning hours.

DECLASSIFIED
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• • t~rrorn-BS~~~~ (1st ~lt) sent to oonduct route ~eoonnaissanoe west of 

l6JS45It - 09nWany forward lost voice oOlllIIIllnication with relay and O&W· 
traff'io ~s Qff'ootivo1y acoomplished. 

161145H - ~eam#l retunled to harbour Bite reporting that the trail in 
BS 4295 evolved into. an intrioate network of small, wall -traveled' 
paths. Five houses located at DS 427955. Noted 011G womn with children 
and pigs. . 

l6l240H M Lost all conmrunioations with relay and nover re-established. 

16l300H - Rel.eased. squadsbe patrol from ~rdl'latoon to piok ... up trail 
roconnaissano& where Team #1 had stopped. T\10 guidos furnished by Team 
#1. After tho squad was in position, the guides departed for harbour 
site. 

. . 
161400H ... GuO.uos obsorved one VO with weapon, wearing black and followed 
him hoping fer an apporttmity to a.mbush. 

161415H ... Squad from 3rd l'latoon Observed five VO approaohing their 
posi tion. S(l'~d Ldr ordoJ:'c(l his poo~lo' to withdraw and avoid oompromise,. 

. C.AI'(.JLJ'lfld/,.(. A/ P".6/ .... _ 
161430H ... Guides u\tcndad On' atJJbush~ .ve, suddenly hea~d e. noise ooming 
from the bushes. L/Cpl JA1~KE turned quickly and shot l?FO SELLAS in the 
loft leg jus·t as PFO BELLAS Oe.m~ out the brush. An investigation-injury 
report is forthoor.ling. (A~/'e-/VP/.If' Af, #~) 

~1500R - ~FO SELLAS returned to Oo~any area. Relay could not be oon­
te.oted to initiate emergenoy eva.cuation. 

161510H - Lt OlDrrFF departed with two tea~s from 1st Platoon to establish 
con~unioations end sot up emergenoy evaouation. 

1&1530R - CODlpO,n,y (-) now in striot defensive posture. Wounded nan 
blooding profusoly and could not be Iroved. l'lasrna introduoedi and the 
tourniquet was tightened. . . 

J.61600H - Bogan to recei va VO S/ A fire. S/Sgt HUFF was hit in the back 
with a .45 Oal. round. It appeared that thore were five va in the area., 
One VO KIA (oonfirmed) and three WIA (unoonfirmed). . 

~1105H - Lt CREFF ~~th two toams observed eight VO moving north from 
Tho An, vic ooord (BS 473954) wj:ch packs, at least two had wea.pons, 
In®ediate ambush resulted in one VO KIA (oonfirmed) and three VO ~ 
(unoonfirmed). Pursuit was not initia.tod duo to urgenoy of medical 
evacuation. /',4",,,t? £A/IP'/)' A'r lilt 7) . 

... . ~ I 

161715H - Spoardic sniper fire being reoeived by cOlllJ?a.ny (-). Drums·are' 
bea.ting. ' 

161805H;' Lt ClIEFF a.rrived vio ooord (BS 482965). Established ooJll¥lUll.ioa.t~ 
ions with rol~. . 
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160830H - Team #1 (1st Plt) sent to conduct route reconnaissance west of
trail in BS 4295.

160845H - Company forward lost voice communication with relay and C&W

traffic was effectively accomplished.

161145H - Team #1 returned to harbour site reporting that the trail in

BS 4295 evolved into an intricate network of small, well -traveled

paths. Five houses located at BS 427955. Noted one woman with children

and pigs.

16124OH - Lost all communications with relay and never re-established.

161300H - Released squad size patrol from 3rd Platoon to pick-up trail

reconnaissance where Team #1 had stopped. Two guides furnished by Team

#1. After the squad was in position, the guides departed for harbour

site.

161400H - Guides observed one VC with weapon, wearing black and followed

him hoping for an apportunity to ambush.

161415H - Squad from 3rd Platoon observed five VC approaching their

position. Squad Ldr ordered his people to withdraw and avoid compromise.
(APPENDIX. A,

161430H - Guides intended on abbushing VC, suddenly heard a noise coming

from the bushes. L/Cpl LAAKE turned quickly and shot PFC SELLAS in the

left leg just as PFC SELLAS came out the brush. An investigation-injury

report is forthcoming. (APPENDIX A,#6)

1500H - PFC SELLAS returned to Company area. Relay could not be con-

tacted to initiate emergency evacuation.

161510H - Lt CHEFF departed with two teams from 1st Platoon to establish

communications and set up emergency evacuation.

161530H - Company (-) now in strict defensive posture. Wounded man

bleeding profusely and could not be moved. Plasma introduced and the

tourniquet was tightened.

1600H - Began to receive VC S/A fire. s/Sgt HUFF was hit in the back

with a .45 Cal. round. It appeared that there were five VC in the area.

One VC KIA (confirmed) and three WIA (unconfirmed).

1607H - Lt CHFFF with two teams observed eight VC moving north from

Tho An, vic coord (BS 473954) with packs, at least two had weapons.

Immediate ambush resulted in one VC KIA (confirmed) and three VC WIA

(unconfirmed). Pursuit was not initiated due to urgency of medical

(APPENDIXevacuation.

161715H - Spoardic sniper fire being received by company (-). Drums are

beating.

161805H - Lt CHEFF arrived vio coord (BS 482965). Established communicat-

ions with relay.

OSURE '4013
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• • l',v:hAllL - Th:cee arm0d va atteJ,:1pt~d pro·be of oompany position. V:olley of 
automatic fire delivered. No estimate on damage. 

l80800H - va fra,gI1lonta tLm grenade thro,.,fi into company position. Opl 
Dm~~~ was wounded slightly on the hand.~79 fire resulted in one va 
killed (confirmed). The body was soarchod,·~o weapon or doouments found. 

l70900H - UillE offeotod evacuation for SSgt HUFF and l)FO SELLAS. 

1109301£ .. Two rifle rounds fired from vic coord (BS 424957). Too far 
awe,y. to expfuoi t. 

111115 ... Company ( ... ) Inovj .. ng to LZ at coord (BS 4~~954). }rd PIt taken 
under firo by flix "ilO, about 50 mQters to the east of the LZ. Return fire 
resulted in one va kill (confirmGd) and estimated four VO wounded or 
dead (unconi'i:t'l:1e1):. Doao. VO (confirmed) had no documents on his person 
and anothel' VC had already removed his weapon. 

171150H - CCYJ:pany (-) plus IJt OBEFF with his two teaInS heloed back to 
company ar<:;e,~ lib OffE'&'F w~a oxt;:aoted by halo vic ooord (BS 485968) 
Opl GIWHH}:5T reoeived fl. slight wound when he stopped on a panji stake 
enroute to t.he helicopter. "( A/,t7A7t/,t:)// .4 ..... ~F) 

171514H - Requested art:Ulery on ho.rillet vic (BS 432968) cmd the pickup 
zone at (BS 4)3954). Reoeived eight rounds of HE on both aroos~ 

8. OOruL1ander1 s JUlalysis. 

a. The mission was successfullY aooomplished. It was found that \ 
tho large trail does continue beyond that area indioated on the map sheet~" 
in grid square ]38 4295. At ooordina.tes BS 423959, tho trailgo~s under 
the jungle oallopy and oontinues in a network of small well-traveled t~ails 
primarily heading north and northwest. 

b. Many V:i.ot Cong "safe areas" and a possible training area were '. 
disoovered in tho course of the patrolling as indicated in. paraGraph 
seven of this report!> The locations were priuerily a19ng etream beds 
Laking good usc:: of the 40-60 foot, jungle oe.nopy. (See patrol overlay)., 

c. From tho start of the patrol until extraction, unusuaUy heavy! 
pricipitation fell in tho valley that the unit wes operating in. At all 
times the ocilillg \,1808 about ~OO to 500 feet hampering observation and 
communica.tions. Tho configuration of the objective area contributed 
largely to the diffioult weather oonditions. 

d. The oompany \'18.S able to oOL'lll1unicate sucoessfully on OW· until 
161240H whon all oor.ununication was lost 'for the rest of the operation. 

$M 
e. Until the aftornoon of ~, tho COlll1l8l1Y had achieved suooess in 

con~leting assigned missions with relative ease using the base-oamp-pat-
1'01 method of operation. At l61430H a squad sized patrol from tho com­
pany fired at tvlO Varines returning to the base camp", Due to the poor 
observation, a short fire fight resulted in whioh ~FC SELLAS was wounded 
seri'ously in tho left log. (Investi~ation and Injury report initiated). 

1'4 
,~ 
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1103008 - Three armed VC attempted probe of company position. Volley of

automatic fire delivered. No estimate on damage.

180800H - VC fragmentation grenade thrown into company position. Cpl
DUNMAN was wounded slightly on the hand, M-79 fire resulted in one VC

killed (confirmed). The body was searched, no weapon or documents found.

170900H - UHLE effected evacuation for SSgt HUFF and PFC SELLAS.

170930H - Two rifle rounds fired from vic coord (BS 424957). Too far

away to expdoit.

171115 - Company (...) moving to LZ at coord (BS 433954). 3rd Plt taken

under fire by six VC, about 50 meters to the east of the LZ. Return fire

resulted in one VC kill (confirmed) and estimated four VC wounded or
dead (unconfirmed). Dead VC (confirmed) had no documents on his person
and another VC had already removed his weapon.

171150H - Company (-) plus Lt CHEFF with his two teams heloed back to

company area. It CHEFF was extracted by helo vic coord (BS 485968)
Cpl GILCHRIST received & slight wound when he stepped on a panji stake
enroute to the helicopter. (APPENDIX .

171514H - Requested artillery on hamlet vic (BS 432968) and the pickup

zone at (BS 433954). Received eight rounds of HE on both areas.

8. Commander's Analysis:

a. The mission was successfully accomplished. It was found that
the large trail does continue beyond that area indicated on the map sheet.

in grid square BS 4295. At coordinates BS 423959, the trail goes under

the jungle canopy and continues in a network of small well-traveled trails

primarily heading north and northwest.

b. Many Viet Cong "safe areas" and a possible training area were

discovered in the course of the patrolling as indicated in paragraph
seven of this report. The locations were primarily along stream beds

making good use of the 40-60 foot jungle cenopy. (See patrol overlay).

C. From the start of the patrol until extraction, unusually heavy
pricipitation fell in the valley that the unit was operating in. At all
times the ceiling was about 300 to 500 feet hampering observation and

communications. The configuration of the objective area contributed

largely to the difficult weather conditions,

d. The company was able to communicate successfully on CW until
16124OH when all communication was lost for the rest of the operation.

e. Until the afternoon of R+2, the company had achieved success in

completing assigned missions with relative ease using the base-camp-pat=
rol method of operation. At 161430H a squad sized patrol from the com-

pany fired at two Marines returning to the base camp. Due to the poor
observation, a short fire fight resulted in which PFC SELLAS was wounded

seriously in the left leg. (Investigation and Injury report initiated).

4
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Tho patrol retum~o the bas. 08IIl): 14ilotthe liOuna"_ ..,d att • .., .. 

to get emersenoy evaouation aircraft were ttnaun60AsfUl beoauso of the 

water loggod radio equipment. A squad from the let lilt under the lead.er­

ship of 11M S. w. CmrE'F was dispatched with the a.ssigned mission of 

atta.ining .. oonununioations to effect extration of the 'WOunded 1lRll. It 

is interesting to note that the squad had to travel 7,000 meters east 

to e.chiove this mssion. rI'hey oovered the entire dista.noe in 3i hours, 

f. Tho co~any (32 operational men) assumed a tight defensive per­

imeter and aggressive patrolling was temporarily halt~d until the wounded 

man could bo evaouated. The man wa.s bleeding profusely and oould not 
be moved. .' 

g. J~t l6l60oH, tho unit received heavy sn:lpor fire from auh)ma.tic 

"reapons cmd S/e.gt HUFF reoeived a serious wound in the back. (TSM} 

inflicted tho dauege)o With two seriously wounded non, the company 

conmander cCllcelcd aggressive patrol plans and a complete dofensive 
. postux.'·o WI),S (l,dopted. . 

h. 1v0n. after the dispatohed patrol was able to attain oommunication, 

tho unfavorable weather conditions prevented eve.cuation of the wounded 

until ~ at 170900H. 
~-+). 

i. ~t 17l130H, the conwany conwander and ~he remainder of the oo~ 

pany was extraoted beoause the assib~ed mission had been co~leted. To 

oontinue patrolling with no communication and poor visibilit1 was point­

loss. 

j. Durin~ this operation.~y docum~nts and booklets were taken 

fron tho hah~et and turned over to I.T.T. for e~urt1n,o (Sea J.ppendix C). 

9.' Recommendations I 

a. Future operations ill this area will require at least Ii\. T/o reoon .. 

naissance company. The area nogat-es Ol' typo surveillanoe beo$use of the 

high oanopy and secondary jungle growth. Only patrolling 'Will pro~uce 

results. . 

b. The I'ele.tively large force used in this mission stirred up Viet 

Oong aotivi ty which enabled the oompany to l!\9,ke Viet Oong sighting and 

oontacts. It is the opinion of this lUli t oOl:n:lMdor that no enenv aoti vi ty 

would have boon noted utilizing passivo reconnaissanoe techniques. 

o. This area will oontinuo to prove itself ~tr£icult froD a tactioal 

stcmdpoint, until prosent I.L'J .. OR's are extended thereby providing nora 

effootive relay stations. Our oommunioation equipment was operationally 

unsatisfactory while oonduoting this mission, perhaps tho.l?RO-25 is the 

answer. Any unit operatint3' in this valley loses the strong supporting 

arms ce.:pallility owing directly to poor coI:llllUl1ioation. 

~i(}~~ 
R. W. CRAIN 

00, "Ctl 00, 1st Reoon Bn 

R"'T~T,OSURE (~O) 
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The patrol returned to the base camp which the wounded man and attempts

to get emergency evaouation aircraft were unsuccessful because of the

water logged radio equipment. 4 squad from the 1st I'lt under the leader-

ship of 1/LT S.W. CHEFF was dispatched with the assigned mission of
It

attaining communications to effect extration of the wounded man.

is interesting to note that the squad had to travel 7,000 meters east

to achieve this mission. They covered the entire distance in 32 hours.

f. The company (32 operational men) assumed a tight defensive per-

imeter and aggressive patrolling was temporarily halted until the wounded

man could be evacuated. The man was bleeding profusely and could not

be moved.

At 161600H, the unit received heavy sniper fire from automatic

weapons
g.

and s/8gt HUFF received a serious wound in the back. (TSMG

inflicted the damage). With two seriously wounded mon, the company

commander canceled aggressive patrol plans and a complete defensive

posture was adopted.

h. Even after the dispatched patrol was able to attain communication,

the unfavorable weather conditions prevented evacuation of the wounded

until *** at 170900H.
K+2

i. At 171130H, the company commander and the remainder of the com-

pany was extracted because the assigned mission had been completed. To

continue patrolling with no communication and poor visibility was point-

less.

During this operation. many documents and booklets were taken

from
j.
the hamlet and turned over to I.T.T. for sourting. (See Appendix c).

9. Recommendations:

a. Future operations in this area will require at least a T/O recon-

naissance company. The area nogates OF type surveillance because of the

high canopy and secondary jungle growth. Only patrolling will produce

results.

b. The relatively large force used in this mission stirred up Viet

Cong activity which enabled the company to make Viet Cong sighting and

contacts. It is the opinion of this unit commander that no enemy activity

would have been noted utilizing passive reconnaissance techniques.

This area will continue to prove itself difficult from a tactical

standpoint,
C.

until present TAOR's are extended thereby providing more

effective relay stations. Our communication equipment was operationally
the

unsatisfactory while conducting this mission, perhaps the PRC-25 is

answer. Any unit operating in this valley loses the strong supporting

arms capability owing directly to poor communication.

Rw.Crain
R: W. CRAIN

CO, "C" Co, 1st Recon Bn
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• lm1?~;1.t! ..... Q. 

Ra.n.!ured VO Documont and l%JuiPffiWt 

.1. All doouments and equipment wore taken to the 1st Sub TeaL1t 3rd l.T.T. 

for briefrula.lysis and later evacuation to G~2 •. The following is a break 

down of what was confiscated plus pertenint.oorresponding remarks issued 

by I.T.T,I, 

A. Letter from a person in Franoe to a person in Siagon with requa~\*o 

obtaining tledioal supplies and poison, 

B. VO notobook ~ contained blaok list for govornment offioials in the 

locale of the Ohu IJai enclave. 

O. VO cO:;1l1v.u15.quo intended for higher heaclqt1Jl.rtors stating that on~ VO 

had aU3.SGf;;'d. :WOO kUograms (3600 los) of rioo for VO use. 

D. VO log uook .. containing ent:ries with reguard to oolleotion ot :doe 

by a nan ai.:.cl 11:'~s wifeo 

(*)E. VO mossage " regard to weapon and acrJO resupply proceedure dated 1964. 

(~)F~ VC document from main foroe to local VOla stating that more emphasis 

should bo attached to safeguarding va documents as many are being captured 

by U. S. forces 

(*)G. VC dooument from main force to looal VO's regarding colleotion ot 

money for: va cause. 

H. Two personal history forms utilized by r:nin foroe to join recruits 

who have expressed desiro for: work with tho main force element. 

( *) I. va doctrine all advantages of B,\l~rrilla warfare. 

J. Lettor to Bin Sobn from viJ.lage chief stating that four VO had entered 

one of his haII'~(jts and e;~ :;olllpted to take it OVar. 

(*)K. Outline of VO politics. 

(*)L. NuuGI:oUS &id varied copies of va ~ropaganda extolling ths virtues 

of tho va cause and del'ining how they intend to w.i.n the war. I'ropage.n.da 

aitlOd at I.J1'IN and l'FS slogans (in song form) and also armed at degrading 

U.S. Forooso 

M. Two heavy tvrll1 khald uniforms and two paoks oontaining survival gear, 

poncho, extra olothes, tobaoco, first aid kit and some pills (not yot 

analyzed) . .: 

* .. Inc1icates typew~itten dooUL1ents, apparently of a highly offioial 

n~~e. 
) 
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Appendix C

Captured VC Document and Equipment

1. All documents and equipment were taken to the 1st Sub Team, 3rd I.T.T.

for brief analysis and later evacuation to G-2. The following is a break

down of what was confiscated plus pertenint corresponding remarks issued

by I.T.T.

A. Letter from a person in France to & person in Siagon with requested to

obtaining medical supplies and poison.

B. VC notebook - contained black list for government officials in the

locale of the Chu Lai onclave.

C. VC communique intended for higher headquarters stating that one VC

had anassed 1800 kilograms (3600 lbs) of rice for VC use.

D. VC log book - containing entries with reguard to collection of rice

by a man and his wife.

(*)E. VC message - regard to weapon and anno resupply proceedure dated 1964.

(*)1 VC document from main force to local VC's stating that more emphasis

should bo attached to safeguarding VC documents as many are being captured

by U.S. forces

(*)G. VC document from main force to local VC's regarding collection of

money for VC cause.

H. Two personal history forms utilized by main force to join recruits

who have expressed desire for work with the main force element.

(*)] VC doctrine on advantages of guerrilla warfare.

J. Letter to Bin Sohn from village chief stating that four VC had entered

one of his hamlots and attempted to take it over.

(*)K. Outline of VC politics.

(*) Numerous and varied copies of VC propaganda extolling the virtues

of the VC cause and defining how they intend to win the war. Propaganda

aimed at ARVN and PFS slogans (in song form) and also armed at degrading

U.S. Forces.

M. Two heavy twill khaki uniforms and two packs containing survival gear,

poncho, extra clothes, tobacco, first aid kit and some pills (not yet

analyzed)

- Indicates typewritten documents, apparently of a highly official
*

nature.

ENCLOSURE (40)
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CO~IDENTIAL • 
GROUP ORDER 19-65 

Ref: (a) BnOpO 339-65 

DECLASSIFIED 

tilt '."~ GROUP AU!A 
mf LAl, VIET NAM 
1~f.200H Oct 196, 

(b) Map: Vietnam., 1:50,000 AMS L70l, Tri Binh 6757 III 

Time Zone: H 

TASK CRGANlZATION: -:21:(2 

1. SITUATION 

PIt, Co B (Rein) .. 3rd ReconnaissarH;e Bn. 

a. Enemr Forc~s. See current INTSUMS. As briefed. 

b. Friendly Forces. See current OPSUMS. As briefed. 

c. Attachments and Detachmen_~. None. 

2. MISSION. To establish OP's in the northern portion of RAm #1 to 
report enemy movement and locations. 

3. EXECUTION 

a. Conce~t. ~J".ee Platoon will land at L Hour on R-Day in 
LZ Trojan. IfF ey will move along route indicated Ibn Annex Ii. (Operation 
Overlay) and establish OPts as indicated. PIt. will be recovered on R+) 
at W-Hour from LZ Ramses. 

b.Co B ( .. )(Reini' Maintain a liaison team in the 4th Marines COO 
from 1-30 miiiutes unCl W+,30 minutes on R+3. 

c. Coo!dina~ing Instructions ., 
(1) R-Day is IZ ();gr 1965. 

(2) 

(3) 

{4} 

(S) 

(6) 

L .. Hour is __ l_8 .. ¢¢ ... H ___ • 

W Hour is_.....;;;;.;l5 .. W""'H ..... __ • 

Landing Zone Trojan is located at coordinates BT 399¢7S. 

Landing Zone Ramses is located at coordinates ~T 4¢¢¢91. 

Platoon Commander will brief his platoon in detail on R-I. 

(1) Debriefing will be Qonducted by C.O" Recon Group Alfn and 
the Intelligence Chief after the return of the plat$ol\ to th.e company area. 

(8) StMd'l.ng r~les of $ngage~nt; applY Md will be Dbs.e.r\le"i~ 

.,' 

I 
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RE IN GROUP ALFACONFIDENTIAL
CH LAI, V.ET NAM
132.200H Oct 1965

GROUP ORDER 19-65

(a) BnOpO 339-65Ref:
(b) Map: Vietnam, 1:50,000 AMS L701, Tri Binh 6757 III

Time Zone: H

Plt, Co B (Rein), 3rd Reconnaissance Bn.TASK ORGANIZATION: 3RO

1. SITUATION

a. Enemy Forces. See current INTSUMS. As briefed.

b. Friendly Forces. See current OPSUMS. As briefed.

C. Attachments and Detachments. None.

2. MISSION. To establish OP's in the northern portion of RAOR #1 to

report enemy movement and locations.

3. EXECUTION

3RD Platoon will land at L Hour on R-Day ina. Concept.
LZ Trojan. They will move along route indicated in Annex A (Operation
Overlay) and establish OP's as indicated. Plt. will be recovered on R+3
at W-Hour from LZ Ramses.

b. Co B (-) (Rein). Maintain a liaison team in the 4th Marines COC
from L-30 minutes until W+30 minutes on R+3.

C. Coordinating Instructions

(1) R-Day is 17 OCT 1965.

1800H(2) L-Hour is .

1500H(3) W Hour is .

(4) Landing Zone Trojan is located at coordinates BT 399075.

(5) Landing Zone Ramses is located at coordinates BT 400091.

(6) Platoon Commander will brief his platoon in detail on R-1,

(7) Debriefing will be conducted by C.O., Recon Group Alfa and
the Intelligence Chief after the return of the platoon to the company area.

(8) Standing rules of engagement apply and will be observed.

CONFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE (41)
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(9) Teams 1»"111 nvo:l.cl C\,,3r.t or CC;",f'J'l)mise by indigenous personnel. 

(10) All enemy sightinC8 .r:;,lJ. be rEJliorted immediately and teNllS ' 
will remain up on radio until t010 to shut down. 

(11) Civilian movement will be recorded but not rer'orted by radio 
unless unusual. 

(1,2) Platoon Commander will be prepared to: 

(a) Request reinforoements if contact with :mcmy is made. 

(b) Recommend attaok oh any large va unit sighted or 
contacted. 

(0) Recommend appr~'Priate landing zones for reinforcements 
or attacking foroei. 

(1.3) Enemy conto.ct in the form oJ: sniping and ambush is permit .. 
ted only when the platoon commander feels it will not jeopardize his pri-
mary misSion. . 

(14) Artillery fire missions and air strikes will be requested 
as outlined in Annex G (Supporting Arms). 

(15) Thrust Lines2 
-

(~) R...Day - 39¢7 
(b) R+l - h¢¢'; 
(0) R+2 - 39~8 
(d) R+.3 .. 41918 

4. ADMl:NIS'IRA'I'ION ':~ND LOOISTICS 

a. Ra.tions. ?It'.toon will carry rice and Mer for .3 days. 

b. Arms and Ammunition. As deSignated by Platoon COJllllUlnder • .. 
c. ~p~oia~ !Sgipment 

(1) Each team will ~~r1 one (1) red air panel and one (1) yellow 
smoke. 

(2) Ca.mou.t'lage uniforms are permitted. 

d. Casualties 

(1) ~ll casualties will be reported immediately by code design­
ation as described in i~ex D (Radio Brevity Code) and Annex F (Repor~s'. 

CONFIDENTr ... L 
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(9) Teams will avoid C1. act or compromise by indigenous personnel.

(10) All enemy sightings will be reported immediately and teams

will remain up on radio until told to shut down.

(11) Civilian movement will be recorded but not reported by radio

unless unusual.

(12) Platoon Commander will be prepared to:

(a) Request reinforcements if contact with anemy is made.

(b) Recommend attack on any large VC unit sighted or

contacted.

(c) Recommend appropriate landing zones for reinforcements

or attacking forces.

(13) Enemy contact in the form of sniping and ambush is permit-
ted only when the platoon commander feels it will not jeopardize his pri-

mary mission.

(14) Artillery fire missions and air strikes will be requested
as outlined in Annex G (Supporting Arms).

(15) Thrust Lines:

(a) R-Day - 3907
(b) R+1 - 4009

-3908(c) R+2
(d) R+3 -4108

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS

a. Rations. Platoon will carry rice and MCI for 3 days.

b. Arms and Ammunition. As designated by Platoon Commander.

C. Special Equipment

(1) Each team will carry one (1) red air panel and one (1) yellow
smoke.

(2) Camouflage uniforms are permitted.

d. Casualties

(1) All casualties will be reported immediately by code design-
ation as described in Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) and Annex F (Reports'.

CONFIDENTILL-2-
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CO;WIDF.NTIAI, • • 
(2) E:l1:tent. J.::' "wund~ will be :1u.scrih:cJ... 

(3) Minor c8.8ualties w:i."1·, 'Je treated but, n(~t evacuated. 

(L) Serious oasualties 'W.: U be eVE.cllated by helicopter along with 
the entL~'e 'c,enm involved it deem')(l neoessary by the Platoon Commander. 

e~ f!:1')(,:'4~trs. If it beoomes .t€cessru'y to take a pri.oner ".;0 avoi4 
compromise' oT"tne ttl.;lssion,the p:~isoner,,;wtU be ~vacuated ~n Q~clu8ion Dr 
the mission. . 

S. CCMMAND AND COMMUNICi.TIONS. 
J 4.1 

~. Communioations 
• 14r #(I 

(1) A relay station will be established on Hill 69. 

(2) Platoon will use AN!tJRC....w M the lIl'imary means ot OOlll!l1W\" 
ioation with the liatson team. 

(3) Teams will use AN/PRC-10 radio as the primary means of oomm­
unication. 

(4) Platoon will report every six (6) hours by oode word design­
ation commenoing L Hour. (See Annexes D and F). 

(S) Challenge and password between teams will be number system: 9. 

(6) If it becomes neoessary for a patrol member to re-enter friend­
ly lines, he will reply "Reoon" if challenged, followed by his name and 
rank. 

(7) Helicopters will be landed wtth radio oontact if possible. 
Yellow smoke will be used to deSignate the LZ. If no radloQontaot is 
established, a single red panel will be displayed in addition to the yelM 

low smoke. 

b. Command. Platoon Commander will report to Regimental Recon Liaison 
and accept aIr orders from that station. Teams are under oomplete control 
of their platoon. 

Annexes: A - Operations Overl~ 
B .. None 
C - None 
D - Radio Brevity Code 
E - Frequency Assignment 

Table 
F .. Reports 
G - Supporting ArJU 

By oommand of 
JAMFS L. COMPTON 
Oommander, Reoon Gr~up Alfa 

1 /'" ,,/' I (I/c" ,/ , ... ,' "f < r '1, '" 

/t. R:'.NJlR 
.' / Op~di?fis Officer 

.. ; . .' 

~/ , / 
~,~,,/ 

'Ii .... 
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(2) Extent of wounds will be described.

(3) Minor casualties will be treated but not evacuated.

(4) Serious casuälties will be evacuated by helicopter along with
the entire team involved if deemed necessary by the Platoon Commander.

e, Prisciers, If it becomes necessary to take a prisoner to avoid
compromise of the mission, the prisoner will be evacuated on conclusion of
the mission.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS.

R. Communications

(1) A relay station will be established on Hill 69.

(2) Platoon will use AN/PRC-10 as the primary means of commun-
ication with the liaison team.

(3) Teams will use AN/PRC-10 radio as the primary means of comm-
unication.

(4) Platoon will report every six (6) hours by code word design-
ation commencing L Hour. (See Annexes D and F).

(5) Challenge and password between teams will be number system: 9.

(6) If it becomes necessary for a patrol member to re-enter friend-

ly lines, he will reply "Recon" if challenged, followed by his name and
rank.

(7) Helicopters will be landed with radio contact if possible.
Yellow smoke will be used to designate the LZ. If no radio contact is
established, a single red panel will be displayed in addition to the yel-
low smoke.

b. Command. Platoon Commander will report to Regimental Recon Liaison
and accept all orders from that station. Teams are under complete control
of their platoon.

By command of
JAMES L. COMPTON
Commander, Recon Group Alfa

Annexes: A - Operations Overlay
B $ None
C - None

J. R. CARDNERD - Radio Brevity Code
Operations OfficerE - Frequency Assignment

Table
F - Reports
0 - Supporting Arms
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CONFIDENTL\L • • RF,cON GROU? Ar;:'H:\ 
CHU rAI, "v lET NI\.jI1 
1)1200H Oct 1955 

Annex D (Radio Brevity CO~G) to Group Order 19-65 

1. ponceet. Code words are designed to provide: 

a. A means oC sending short, easily understood messages. 

b. Some degree of radio security without resorting to n lengthy, diff­
icult to use couple systemo 

2. The following messages will be sent by the code words shown: 

HGSSAGE --
Departure from known location 
l1rrived at assigned position 
Changing to alternate frequency 
Returning to base or camp 
KIA 
WIA 
MIA 

Engaged with enemy 
Mission Comprom:i.sed 
Checking in ~n scheduled 

reporting time 
:~ rtillery i.')j.ece (po 61 tion) 
I)risoner 
Platoon 
Company 
Battalion 
Helo Landing Zone 
Patrol-' 
Ambush 
Observation Post 
Command Post 

3. !lesupply Code 

CODE -
A. 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 
G 
H (Color) 
I 
J 

7.62 rom 
.45 Cal. 
.30 Cal. (carbine) 
40 rnrn 
Frag grenades 
WI' grenades 
IlIum. grenades 
Smoke grenades 
MCl 
Water 

CODE WmD 

(Any city in U. S.) 
(Any country) 
"Blackout" 
(Any U.S. automobile) 
"Mortuary" (plus last name initial 
11 HospUal" and last 3 digits of 
"Sunset" serial number for 

fr:i.endly) 
"BUllseye" 
"Home Run!! 

(Any animal) 
;'l¢. '. .;,. "Jaclq>otll 
"Cardinal" 
(~Pintll 

11 Cluar til 
"Gallon" 
IIBus stop" 
It Blue 11 

IIRed" 
"Eye II 
"Eer" 

~tmNTITY 

Uni t of fire (100 rds) 
Box of 50 
Bandolier of 120 rds 
Bandolier of 6 rds 
1 each 
1 each 
1 each 
1 each 
Case of 12 
1 can ($ gal) 

CONFIDENTL\L 
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RECON GROUP ALPHACONFIDENTIAL
CHU LAI, VIET NAM
131200H Oct 1965

Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) to Group Order 19-65

1. Concept. Code words are designed to provide:

a. A means of sending short, easily understood messages.

b. Some degree of radio security without resorting to a lengthy, diff-

icult to use couple system.

2. The following messages will be sent by the code words shown:

CODE WORDMESSAGE

(Any city in U. S.)Departure from known location
(Any country)Arrived at assigned position
"Blackout"Changing to alternate frequency
(Any U.S. automobile)Returning to base or camp

(plus last name initial"Mortuary"KIA
and last 3 digits of"Hospital"WIA
serial number for"Sunset"MIA
friendly)

"Bullseye"Engaged with enemy
"Home Run"Mission Compromised

Checking in on scheduled
(Any animal)reporting time
SV. "Jackpot"Artillery Piece (position)
"Cardinal"Prisoner
"Pint"Platoon
"Quart"Company
"Gallon"Battalion
"Bus stop"Helo Landing Zone
"Blue"Patrol
"Red"Ambush
"Eye"Observation Post
"Ear"Command Post

3. Resupply Code

QUANTITYITEMCODE

Unit of fire (100 rds)7.62 mmA
Box of 50.45 Cal.B
Bandolier of 120 rds.30 Cal. (carbine)C
Bandolier of 6 rds40 mmD
1 eachFrag grenadesE
1 eachWP grenadesF
1 eachIllum. grenadesG
1 eachSmoke grenadesH (Color)
Case of 12MCII
1 can (5 gal)WaterJ

CONFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE (41)
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Annex D (Radio Brevity COde) continued 
, 
" :~CODE ITEM 

K Mcdic~ .' supplies 
KA J'.1orph:, .. le 
I, Bl\ 279 
l-1 RA. 30 
N H-33 handset 
0 I~C-IO (complete) 

, i " l"~" //~ /. 

/ c'~ >:'~I "/",.":' ' .• ~,/.-.,-, 
, .... 

/ J. FL. G~\RDNER 
htLt. U.S'" ,-Marine Corps 
.' , Opera ti~ns Officer 
; .' 

• 
~l1TY 

1 bag (unit 1). 
5 s;t-rcttes 
1 each 
2 
1 ('flch 
1 each 

Rl!:CON GROUP ALPHA 
C.:TI1 U~I, vmT NAM 
13l200H Oct 1965 

/' r' .' 
" '/J1\.~~>;~. CO~~N" ,/ 
Captain U.S. Marine Corps 

0.0, Recon Grol'~ ;~lpha 

CONFIDENTL".L 
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CONFIDENTIAL RECON GROUP ALPHA
C.IU LAI, VIET NAM

Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) continued 131200H Oct 1965

CODE ITEM QUANTITY

K Medical supplies 1 bag (unit 1)
KA 5 syrettesMorphine
I BA 279 1 each
M BA 30 2
N H-33 handset 1 each

PRC-10 (complete)O 1 each

J. R. GARDNER JAMES L. COMPTON
1stLt. U.S. Marine Corps Captain U.S. Marine Corps

Operations Officer C.O. Recon Group Alpha
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CONFIDENTIAL • lIlor\f GROUP , .. r', 
Cff.' tAl, VIET j..l': 

lJ-"200H Oct 196~ 

Imnex E (Frequency Assignment Tab' 

1. The following frequencies are 

PODE # 

D-182 
D-218 
n .. 42 
D-255 
D-197 

NET -
Intra-patrol commnno 
l~lternatc 
Helicopter command 
Relay 
11.0 

• ) ,;..p Ol'L'~r 19··65 

.Lgl !.cd f or us c : 

[ ::!!!.Q.N.-2 
Plt/Teams 
~lt/Teams 
Nail File 

Rosemont 

fBE!UENCIES 

j8.8 
l~4.3 
43.5 
51.0 
'.f.O.1 

2, The following frequencies are provided for emergency use only: 

,3. 

CODE £ NET CONTROL STATION CALL SIGN !"REQUENOIES - --
D-236 Bn'I'nc lst,Bn 4th 1)10d Pipet' !,f,B 
D-230 BnTnc 2ndBn 4th Sudden Death t; 8 .. 
D-206 BnTuc 3rdBn 3rd lV'arehouse 42.9 
D-192 RcgtTac 4th Marines Thick Skinned 40.1 

The following cull signs will be used by Co B (Rein), 3rd Recon Br.: 

1st Squad 
2nd Squad 
Platoon Headquarters 

Beefeaters 
Gilbeyts 
Gordon's 

7 

DECLASSIFIED 
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RECON GROUP ICONFIDENTIAL
CHU LAI, VIET 1.00

131200H Oct 196

p Order 19..65Annex E (Frequency Assignment Tab

1. The following frequencies are igned for use:

FREQUENCIESCTATIONSCODE # NET

38.8Plt/TeamsD-182 Intra-patrol command
44.3.lt/TeamsD-218 Alternate
43.5Nail FileD-42 Helicopter command
51.0D-255 Relay
40.7RosemontD-197 40

2. The following frequencies are provided for emergency use only:

FREQUENCIESCALL SIGNCONTROL STATIONCODE # NET

16.81stBn 4th Pied PiperD-236 BnTac
43.82ndBn 4th Sudden DeathBnTacD-230
42.9WarehouseD-206 3rdBn 3rdBnTac
40.1Thick Skinned4th MarinesD-192 RegtTac

3. The following call signs will be used by Co B (Rein), 3rd Recon Br:

Beefeaters1st Squad
Gilbey's2nd Squad
Gordon'sPlatoon Headquarters

By command of
JAMES L. COMPTON

DC

Commander, Recon Group lla

/J. R. GARDNER
Operations Officer

CONFIDENTIAL
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Annex F (Reports) to Group Ordel 

1. Repo:rt.s Requ:i red: 

DECLASSIFIED 

• RECON G . ,I, AlFA 
COO Lt.' 1 \' ,::5:T ~J; .. H 
131200H·Oct 1965 

.tEPOHT ~J·",-l)0..L~T~IfQl._lJJJ_·I.'.~, -'e "lOiD rtf, 'G'REClU1'" ~y . _... !.~~! ':,_~~.:::.0.:... N I~S - "'''' 

SitRep Platoons Every 6 hours ':lode 

'f,; ams, PIts. Each occurrence Use form,t: do 
not se l'~port 
'~itle 

ContDct 

(Lelay) 

Temns, PIts. 
(Belay) 

Compromise l'cr1rtw, l'lts. 
(Ilelay) 

Dcpnrturc Teams, fIts, 
(Relay) 

Arrival 'I'cl:lms, fIts, 
(Relay) 

Changing Tenms, PIts. 
fosition (Relay) 

Casualties Tcnms, PIts, 
(Relay) 

Each occurrence 

Eaoh occurrence 

Each OCOUl'rence 

gach occurrence 

Each occurrence 

II 11 \I II 

Use code 

Use oode 

Use C011.6 and 
thrust, ::'inc 

Use co'~e 

Ur.,; code for type 
C.L:1 person, give 
ex'" t]nt of inj ury 
J.J olear 

2. All tev.ms win monitor for 15 minutes at 0200, 1000 anr' 1500 (,aily 
for possible rclny. 

3. It will be asswncd that a team has no radio contact if a scheduled 
report 1s n:)t made wHhin two hou:rs of time required. Reoovery procedures 
will be initiated [It, thiD time. 

/ v 

By cOmlnnnd of 
JAMF'.3 1. Cmit:TON 
Commander, Recon Group Alfn 

'" ! . / .... , 
Yijt~" /. (.~~~"1 t"1;..,.", .. ~ 

/ J~ R. t?~R --
/Opera /~ Officer 

/ ~-
cor ";""'1)ENTLU, 

ENCLOSURE ('-I/~ 
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RECON C. ALFACONFIDENTIAL
CHU LAT, VIT NAM
131200H Oct 1965

Annex F (Reports) to Group Order

1. Reports Required:

CSNTERIOD OF FREQULNCYREPORTING UNITREPORT

codeEvery 6 hoursPlatoonsSitRep

Use formet: doEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Salute
not se report(Relay)
title

11 11 11 If
Each occurrenceTeams, Flts.Contact

(Relay)

Use codeEach occurrenceTeams, llts.Compromise
(Relay)

Use codeEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Departure
(Relay)

Use code and"uch occurrenceTeams, Flts.Arrival
thrust linc

(Relay)

Use codeEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Changing
(Relay)Position

Use code for typeEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Casualties
and person, give(Relay)
extent of injury
is clear

2. All teams will monitor for 15 minutes at 0200, 1000 and 1500 daily

for possible relay.

3. It will be assumed that a team has no radio contact if a scheduled

report is not made within two hours of time required. Recovery procedures

will be initiated at this time.

By command of

JAMES L. COMPTON
Commander, Recon Group Alfa

J. R. GARDNER
Operations Officer

CONFIDENTIAL
8 ENCLOSURE (410
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CONFIDENTL\L RECON GRO)1i' 1l.LFJ·~ 
CHU L£I.], V m'J' NAN 
131200H Oct 1965 

Annex G (Supporting ;~rms) to Ox" ,Order 19-65 

1. GENER:IL 
---.~.-

a. 3rdRn (-) (Rein), ] ?t,~\ Mar .... es 11.Y tSllery gr0upment. <,' providing 
sl'.pport for this '.oPU[;tlon, f)ne e:' howitfi11' D.nd tin" plato. of 1::5mm 
hO'vJ:i:Lzcl's have been pl[1(;';rl ill dir-' t, supr·l"t. 

b. lst.M1M provides armed hoH--opws r' d c10:3s air St 
edt Beginning H·DD.y at 1.-15 minUtiE;S, artt:tfJ..dry alld air S' 

2. E)'~:CU'I'I()N 

'.'t [> l'cquir­
'rt is on call. 

iJ.<e Be prepared to call and t'1d just nJ'~, i.ller;. if eng[,:;ed Or' dis-
covered in order t~') facilitnte 'd+'ldrawal and re~Ovel'Y. 

b. Be prcpnrcd to c('\ll ilnd dircc'~ air when available t() facilitate 
wi thdr a1va1 nnd rc c overy. 

c. Be prep~l'c(l. to call and adjust air or artillery on impJrtant 
targets of opp':.;rtI.JJlity DS discovered. 

d. Coordinating Inst.ructioLf3 

(1) .:>upporting fires wU::. be requested and adjusted thr0t),i~h the 
recon rep()rt net. 

(?) l,'iaison Officer wi]' :'clay requests and ~!.djustm€nts immed .. 
intely t·) lith l'brines FSOC to pi' . .i to 3rdBn, 12th Marines FDC or _ 0-12 
as appropri"te. 

(3) If an [\5.1' stl'tke is rcquested and approved, tr team requ.est ... 
ing the mission 'till displny a $ingl€ red panel [It its poe' ... ~.0n \-J'hen air­
crnft arc on stntion. 

• 

By cotnn1nnd of 
JAM8S L. COI,{; TON 
Co~andcr, Recon Gr~'lp 

I -- . i ' ,/, ,"". /. 
f \. , .. ~4/'r ..... 

J; R.-~DNER 
0Perations Officer 

/ 
ij/ \,... .. 

• 
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RECON GROUP ALFACONFIDENTIAL
CHU LAJ VIET NAM
131200H Oct 1965

Annex G (Supporting Arms) to Gr Order 19-65

1. GENERAL

a. 3rdBn (-)(Rein), ]?th Mar es Artillery groupment providing

support for this operation. One 8 howitzer and one plato of 155mm

howitzers have been placed in dire t support.

requir-b. 1st.MAN provides armed helinopters d close air su as
call.isart

ed. Beginning R--Day at L-15 minutes, artifidry and air S' on

2. EXECUTION

if engaged or dis-
a. Be prepared to call and adjust artiller

covered in order to facilitate withdrawal and recovery.

b. Be prepared to call and direct air when available to facilitate

withdrawal and recovery.

C. Be prepared to call and adjust air or artillery on important

targets of opportunity as discovered.

d. Coordinating Instructions

(1) Supporting fires will be requested and adjusted through the

recon report net.

(2) Liaison Officer will relay requests and adjustments immed-

iately to 4th Marines FSCC to paid to 3rdBn, 12th Marines FDC or G-12

as appropriate.

(3) If an air strike is requested and approved, th team request-

ing the mission will display a single red panel at its post ion when air-

craft are on station.

By command of
JAMES L. COMPTON
Commander, Recon Group Alfa

the

riddie

Jr R. GARDNER
Operations Officer

CONFIDE TILL
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• • RECON· JItWl?"\lll':;A..,,. 
3rd Reoonnnissvnoet.:&\, .t",tUi.on 

~d Marine Division, III Mar1ne ,·:.1'llphibious Force 
c/o F~)O, Son Francisco, 96601 

) , 

3/JRG/rjm 
24 Oct 1965 

' ...... ; 

From: Commnnding Offioer' 
To: Commanding Officer, 3rd Reconnaissance aattalio~ 

Subj: Patrol Report, Operation 19 .. 65, .18-21 October 1965 
!.~ ': ~ ~ . 

Ref: Ill) 'DivO 3480.1 ' .'. 
be> ' Recon Group .Alta Order 19-6, '.' ; , ' . '-, . 

) Map: VietnOl1l, 1:50,000 Tri B1nh, 6757 III, Series L701 .. 
Enel: (1) Patrol Route Overlay 

1, In accordance with reference (n), the following report is subm~~ted. 

2. Units partiCipating 1nOper:;o.tion 19-6" 

)rd ~lntoon, Co B (Rein), 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion 
\ " .. 1. '.' • " 

3. i.. Ganer.U Rene of Significant :IN'ents', 'The)rd 'Platoon had themies· 
ion to estaT>:Hsn OP'e,vl'C cC?ora 'm'j98tJ)O and'.obsel"ve ertemy·movernent and,,·; 
locations in the vicinii1 of TienX\1M (l'hhinlet;, BT 4009. Thepntrol,.was 
he1111fted vic ooord'DT 405015 at ,161500H .:o.nd arrived at the objective'a.t:'EIa 
at 190100H. OP1 swere established at BT40)086,BT ~05087' and 'BT 40406, ":. 
until 201900H. At this time the patrol'lnov~d tb BT 39808,. .Qbser'vs:t1on·,wB!.· 
conducted from this period, untU 2U200H, .. ~:>l~toon m--s recovered (;\t21l400H. 

During the period of the patrol, 1 eign1f1cnnt sighting was made total';' 
ing 4 ve. One air strike was made by UHlEts and 4 va were possibly killed. 
The following i~' a chronological listing o~ significtUlt events: 

l8l500H. Dep~rted regimental area. 

181'lSH. Landed at coord BT 40)02$, 

181900H. Departed landing zone. 

190100H~' .\rrived at objective area BT 3~8090. 
,'. ' • o{ 

190600H. Set ~p O:L'ls v:lc:inity BT 40)088, ir46,087 'and in' 40408,. 
(See overlay). I 

19172SH •. Sighted It men onmo\lflaged with brush, Passing tJHlEt$ req-
uested torgett6 unlond ordnance, ' , ~ j' 

191735H.· Directed UlO.Ets in strike against 4 men sighted. Excel1tJDt 
coverage of area. 

Jb ENCLOSURE fill .~ 
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RECON GROUP AJFA
3rd Reconnaissence Ba talion

3rd Marine Division, III Marine imphibious Force

c/o FPO, San Francisco, 96601

3/JRG/rjm
24 Oct 1965

From: Commanding Officer
Commanding Officer, 3rd Reconnaissance BattalionTo:

Subj: Patrol Report, Operation 19-65, 18-21 October 1965

(a) DivO 3480.1Ref:
(b) Recon Group Alfa Order 19-65
(c) Map: Vietnam, 1:50,000 Tri Binh, 6757 III, Series L701

Encl: (1) Patrol Route Overlay

1. In accordance with reference (a), the following report is submitted.

2. Units participating in Operation 19-65:

3rd Platoon, Co B (Rein), 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion

3. do General Review of Significant Events. The 3rd Platoon had the miss-

ion to establish OPTs vic coord BT 398090 and observe enemy movement and

locations in the vicinity of Tien Xuan (1) hamlet, BT 4009. The patrol was

helilifted vic coord BT 405075 at 181500H and arrived at the objective area
at 190100H. OP's were established at BT 403088, BT 405087 and BT 404085

until 201900H. At this time the patrol moved to BT 398085. Observation was
conducted from this period until 211200H. Platoon was recovered at 211400H.

During the period of the patrol, 1 significant sighting was made total-

ing 4 VC. One air strike was made by UHLE's and 4 VC were possibly killed.

The following is a chronological listing of significant events:

181500H. Departed regimental area.

181515H. Landed at coord BT 405025.

181900H. Departed landing zone.

190100H. Arrived at objective area BT 398090.

190600H. Set up OP's vicinity BT 403088, BT 405087 and BT 404085.

(See overlay).

191725H. Sighted 4 men camouflaged with brush. Passing UHLE's req-
uested target to unload ordnance.

191735H. Directed UHLE's in strike against 4 men sighted. Excellent

coverage of area.

ENCLOSURE 4/110

DECLASSIFIED
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1\ 
2 0034'H. , Heard heavy small ::I,.:.'~'IlS fire in vicinity or Tien Xuan (1) 

(BT 4009). ' 

, 200'30H.' Conducted patro1 of the ridge line in our objeotive area. 
Negntive oaritao~. 

200600H. Heavy small nrms fire in vicinity of Tien Xuan (1). . \ 

20l100H. Reoeived report that rF's were Wormed of ' ,our position. 
Deoided to move', 

20190011. r<loved to BT 398C5C1' 

210600H. Set up O.i.'ls in new pos1ti'on (See overlay).' 

211200H. Hoved to LZ tor recovery. 

211400H. Helilift complete. , 

b. 9~JIlTiWnder IS Eyv.luation of,Si&nifiotUlt ,Events, 
. ' 4 

(1) Heavy rc.ins Here experienoedduring t\ lnrge' 'pnrtof this pa.trol. 
This mny partially e)~pla.in the light enemy and oivilian traffio. Recovery 
helilift wassoheduled for 1200. At 1210, after the unit committed itself 
to prepare the landing zone, notificatio~wns received tha,\ the helos would 
arrive at 1300. They finally apperu:-edatl.lJOO •. IAc]{ ot regordfor a t1me 
schedule greatly and unnecesso.rily increases' the haznrdsto be '~h helicopters 
and troops on the ground. Delays on 1nser,t10n totaled, hours. 

" "",., 

c. Conclusions and Recommendations --..,.,.". . 
(1) It is recommended th2,t helicopter squndrons attempt to meet 

their schedule requirements morl closely, ' , 

(2) Heavy roins aguin show ,the requ',rement for jungle boots' fo"' ,~11 
Recon personnel. Fe"10r than ,0% of troops have received these boots, 

(3) The AN/i'RC-2!> performed remnrkably well. Communications was still 
good even at the end of the missio:: "Then the battery hoo 118 hours of use. '. 
The ra.dio wa.s located 1$,000 metc::s r.r~m the eceivinr. s~~~on. 

"" ~"') /" , £Z;<-',.!/h--A" , • .:_" ~ __ 
r 

JAMES' t; COl1J?TON 

• 

Capta:l.n U.S, Marine Corps 
Commander, Recon Group Alta 

• 
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11

200345H. Heard heavy small amm fire in vicinity of Tien Xuan (1)

(BT 4009).

200530H. Conducted patrol of the ridge line in our objective area.

Negative contact.

20060OH. Heavy small arms fire in vicinity of Tien Xuan (1).

201700H. Received report that PF's were informed of our position.

Decided to move.

201900H. Moved to BT 398005.

21060OH. Set up OP's in new position (See overlay).

211200H. Moved to LZ for recovery,

211400H. Helilift complete.

b. Commander's Evaluation of Significant Events

(1) Heavy rains were experienced during a large part of this patrol.
This may partially explain the light enemy and civilian traffic. Recovery
helilift was scheduled for 1200. At 1210, after the unit committed itself

to prepare the landing zone, notification was received that the helos would

arrive at 1300. They finally appeared at 1400. Lack of regard for a time

schedule greatly and unnecessarily increases the hazards to bcth helicopters
and troops on the ground. Delays on insertion totaled 5 hours.

C. Conclusions and Recommendations

(1) It is recommended that helicopter squadrons attempt to meet

their schedule requirements more closely.

(2) Heavy rains again show the requirement for jungle boots for 11

Recon personnel. Fewer than 50% of troops have received these boots.

(3) The AN/TRC-25 performed remarkably well. Communications was still

good even at the end of the mission when the battery had 118 hours of use.
The radio was located 15,000 meteus from the receiving station.

fan Of
JAMES L. COMPTON

Captain U.S. Marine Corps
Commander, Recon Group Alfa

-2-
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COl']F IDEHTJA], ee~GijN m:'O(Jl' A:Ji'I. 

GROUP ORDER 20-65 

Ref: (a) BnOpO 339-65 

Cl-m L.U, VIE'r NAH 
191?OOH Oct J~ 5~ 

(b) Map: Vietnam, 1:50,000 A}n L70l, Tri Binh 6757 III 

Time Zone: H 

TASK ffiGANIZATION: 1st Platoon C' 1n), Co B (Rein), 3rd Reconna5.r ;snncG Bn. 

1. SITUATION 

a. Enemy Forces. See current 11T'I'SUM9. As briefed. 

b. Friendly Forces. Sec current OPSID"B. As briefed. 

c. l~ttachmants nncl Detachments, None. 

2. MISSION. To establish OP/Base camp at coordinates BT.413040 and cond­
uct patro1s to the north and south in Grid ~quDl'es BT 4004, 13T 4104 and BT 
4103, to locate Viet Cong positions, routes of movement, activity and 
supplies. 

3. ¥ECUTION 

a. Concept. 1st Platoon (Rein), Co B (Rein) will land in landing zone 
Apache at L Hour on R-Day and move as indic8ted in Armex A (Opar<1tiou:' Over­
lay), patrolling area for signs of enemy activity, On R+3 the platoon wL.l. 
be lifted C).ut by helicopter from landing zone Sioux. 

b. 1st ?btoon (Rein), Co B (Rei.n). Provide 2 teams (Cornhusker I '1 
II) to pntro1 t'.s shown j.n Annex .i~ ~Ettions Overlay). 

d. Coordinat~ Instruction.s 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

L-Hour is 

Ii-Hour is 

20 October J.965. 
b7('uH' 
.~.---. 
12¢¢H • 

Landing Zone Apr'.che if, located nt coordinat€s BT 421¢1-!R. 

LandinG Zone Sloux is l'Jcat.ed <'..t coordindes BT 4.0703.0. 

Platoon Commnnder will brief his ple-toan in uctnH on R .. l. 

(7) Dcbric.fingwHl bo conducted by C.O. Recon Group Alf" rmd the 
Intelligence Chid after the return of the platoon to ,the comp.:'.ny [!.roa. 

I 
DECLASSIFIED 
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LOON GROUT AIFACONFIDENTIAL
CHU LAI, VIRT NAM
191200H Oct 1065

GROUP ORDER 20-65

(a) BnOpO 339-65Ref:
(b) Map: Vietnam, 1:50,000 AMS L701, Tri Binh 6757 III

Time Zone: H

TASK ORGANIZATION: 1st Platoon (ii in), Co B (Rein), 3rd Reconnainsance Bn.

1. SITUATION

a. Enemy Forces. See current INISUMS. As briefed.

b. Friendly Forces. See current OPSUMS. As briefed.

C. Attachments and Detachments, None.

2. MISSION. To establish OP/Base camp at coordinates BT 413040 and cond-
uct patrols to the north and south in Grid Qquares BT 4004, BT 4104 and BT

4103, to locate Viet Cong positions, routes of movement, activity and

supplies.

3. EXECUTION

a. Concept. 1st Platoon (Rein), Co B (Rein) will land in landing zone

Apache at L Hour on R-Day and move as indicated in Annex A (Operations Over-

lay), patrolling area for signs of enemy activity. On R+3 the platoon will
be lifted out by helicopter from landing zone Sioux.

b. 1st Platoon (Rein), Co B (Rein). Provide 2 teams (Cornhusker I a

II) to patrol as shown in Annex is (Operations Overlay).

C. Co B (-) (Rein). Maintain a liaison team in the 4th Marines COC
from L-30 minutes until I+30 minutes on R+3.

d. Coordinating Instructions

(1) R-Day is 20 October 1965.
0700 N

(2) L-Hour is .

1200H(3) W-Hour is .

(4) Landing Zone Apache is located at coordinates BT 421048.

(5) Landing Zone Sioux is located at coordinates BT 407030.

(6) Platoon Commander will brief his platoon in detail on R-1.

(7) Debricfing will be conducted by C.O. Recon Group Alfo and the

Intelligence Chief after the return of the platoon to the company area.

'42'ENCLOSURECOMP MONTHAL
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(8) Standing rules of engngemcnttapply and will be: obGervcd. 

(9) TcCtms will <woid contact or compromise by indigenous per;·o:rnel. 

(10) All enemy sightings - ~ll be reported immediately and tee .. ] 
will remain up on rt'.dio until t r ,_ • to shut dOl-rn. 

(n) Civilian movement wLLl be recortkd but not rcrD,-~ted by r<1.d:L' 
unless ul1uGual. 

(a) Request reiniol")F;;.!cntl; if contact with enemy is'l1.''l.dc. 

(b) Recommend c.ttack or' any If.'.rgc VC unit sighted or contact-
edt 

(c) Recorrancnd appropr·:'.tc hnding zones for r~;~nforcement.s or 
attacking forces. 

(13) Enemy conto.ct in the form ~f sniping tlnd ambush is permitted 
only when the Platoon Commnnder feeJ.s it win not jeopardize his pr~mnry 
mission. 

(14) Artillery fire missions and ~ir str:i.keB will be reque~:;i,ed as 
outliped in Annex G (Supporting Arms). 

(lS) Thrust Lines: 

( no) R .. Dp.y - 43¢h 
(b) R+l .. h1¢3 
(c) R+2 - 39¢4 
(d) H+3 - 41¢5 

4. ADllINIS'mATION ,iND IDGISTICS 
j 

a. Rations, Platoon '-rill cnrry rice nnd 111C1 for 3 days. 

b. Arms c.nd lunmunition. As c).c·ticnr,kd by the ?lato::>n Commllnder. 

c. SPCcihl Equipment 

(1) Each team will C2.rry one (1) red air pnncl nnd .~me (1) yellow 
smoke. 

(2) Camouflage uniforms arc permitted. 
. . 

d. Casuo.1ties 

(1) All casunltios 1-Jill. b::, rcport\3d immediately by code dei3ignr~tbn 
as described in Armex D (R2cdio Brevity Code) and Annex F (Hcp:!rts). 

-?-
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(8) Standing rules of engagementTapply and will be observed.

(9) Teams will avoid contact or compromise by indigenous personnel.

(10) All enemy sightings : 111 be reported immediately and tea
will remain up on radio until to. to shut down.

(11) Civilian movement will be recorded but not reported by radi
unless unusual,

(12) Platoon Commander will be prepared to:

(a) Request reinforcements if contact with enemy is made.

(b) Recommend attack or any large VC unit sighted or contact-
ed.

(c) Recommend appropriate landing zones for reinforcements or

attacking forces.

(13) Enemy contact in the form of sniping and ambush is permitted
only when the Platoon Commander feels it will not jeopardizo his primary
mission.

(14) Artillery fire missions and air strikes will be requested as
outlined in Annex G (Supporting Arms).

(15) Thrust Lines:

(a) R-Day - 4304
(b) R+]. - 4103
(c) R+2 - 3904
(d) R+3 out 4105

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS

a. Rations. Platoon will carry rice and MCI for 3 days.

b. Arms and Ammunition. As designated by the Platoon Commander.

C. Special Equipment

(1) Each team will carry one (1) red air panel and one (1) yellow
smoke.

(2) Camouflage uniforms are permitted.

d. Casualties

(1) All casualties will be reported immediately by code designation
as described in Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) and Annex F (Reports).

CONFIDENTIAL-2-
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CO.i~F lDENTIAL 

(2) Extent of \founds wiL. be descrihd. 

0) Hinor casunlties will"" trented but not evacuated. 

(4) Serious cnsuulties i~~ne ev,:cuated by helicopter ;'long with 
the enti.re team involved, if def:Y ~ , !,,,,cc3snry by the fJ.D.toon Coror;;".nder. 

e. !·r~sonert>. If it becomes necessary to tdce n prisoner tCJ r,:oid 
compromise of the misnion, the p1'is')ner will be eVD.cunted on conclusi::m of 
the mission. 

,. COMMJUID .. ~ND COt1i1UNICATIONS 

n. Communications 

(1) A relay stntbn Hill bE; established on Hill 69. 

(2) The CP group Hill use AN/PRC-25 as the primnry mel:'ns of CGlnm­

unication with the li~ison tenm, 

(3) AN/.l)Rd-10 will be employed by the opero.ting 'Patrc s. 

(LI) l~ldo::m will rep()rt every six (6) hours by code w~rd design­
ation comrn',llcing L-Hour. (See Annexes D nnd F). 

(::;) Challenge and pnssv'':'rd between teams will be by number s7st('::n: 
11. 

(6) If it becomes :180e$[;a1'Y for a pntrol member .~, re-enter frj ,l1d­
ly lines; he will reply "Recon" if challenged, i'olbwed by his name and 
rank. 

(7) Helicopters w:ill be ~:'lded with radio contact 11' pO[lsible. 
Yelbw smoke will be used to des:.{,·,·~te the LZ. If no radio contnct is 
est~.blished~ a single red pnnel win be displayed in addition to J.,: c; yellow 
sm:lke. 

b. Command, Platoon Commtlnder will rep?rt to Regintetlkl Recon Liaison 
and accept ail 'orders from that st~tion. Tenms are under complete control 
of their platoon. 

Annexes: A - Operntions Overl:'.y 
D - Radio Brevity Code 

W c :)nunand of 
J.ANES L. C011i TON 
Commander, Recon Group Al1'a. 
'/ ;'~" 

... >,t,{~ " ;' .C,·' ,,""~i' . _ 

.,/' 
/ J. R. G.t\llDNER 

Or>ernt.ibns Officer 

E - Frequency Assignment Tuble 
F - Reports 
G - Supporting Arms 

-3-
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(2) Extent of wounds wil be described.

(3) Minor casualties will he treated but not evacuated.

(4) Serious casualties Will be evecuated by helicopter -long with

the entire team involved, if deer necessary by the Flatoon Commander.

e. Prisoners. If it becomes necessary to take a prisoner to avoid

compromise of the mission, the prisoner will be evacuated on conclusion of

the mission.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS

a. Communications

(1) A relay station will be established on Hill 69.

(2) The CP group will use AN/PRC-25 as the primary means of comm-

unication with the licison team.

(3) AN/PRC-10 will be employed by the operating patre S.

(4) Platoon will report every six (6) hours by code word design-

ation commencing L-Hour. (See Annexes D and F)

(5) Challenge and password between teams will be by number system:

11.

(6) If it becomes necessary for a patrol member i. re-enter friend-

ly lines, he will reply "Recon" if challenged, followed by his name and

rank.

(7) Helicopters will be Conded with radio contact if possible.

Yellow smoke will be used to des: mate the LZ. If no radio contact is

established, a single red panel will be displayed in addition to the yellow

smoke.

b. Command. Platoon Commander will report to Regimental Recon Liaison

and accept all orders from that station. Teams are under complete control

of their platoon.

By command of

JAMES L. COMPTON
Commander, Recon Group Alfa.

J. R. GARDNER
Operations OfficerAnnexes: A - Operations Overlay

D - Radio Brevity Code
E - Frequency Assignment Table
F - Reports

ENCLOSURE'4G - Supporting Arms
CONFID .LAL-3-
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CONF'IDENTLi.L RI': '::nr GROUP AU' A 
Ch. Ltl.1, VIET Wl.N: 
19l200H 00 t 1965 

Annex D (nadio BrevJ.ty Code) to Group Order 20-65 

1. Concept. Cooe words nre designed to provide: 

a. A menns of sendinp.: ahort, ear-'.i,y understood messages. 

b. Some degree of radio securay without resortj.ng to a Jmgthy , diff ... 
ioul t to use oOI),ple system, 

2. The following m(;ssages win be sent by the code ivords shown: 

HESSAGE 

Departure from known locution 
Arrived D.t assigned position 
Cho.nging to al term). to fl'equency 
RctlU'ning to bas e or camp 
KI;\ 
UIA 
X1L\ 

Engaged .11 th cMmy 
Mission Compromised 
Checking in on scheduled rep~rting time 
.\rtil1ery piece (Position) 
Pl'isoner 
Platoon 
Company 
Battalion 
Hr::lo Landing Zone 
Patrol 
Ambush 
Observation Post 
COlinnand Post 

3. ~c;upply Code 

CODE 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 
G 
H (Colol') 
I 
J 

ITEM --
7.62 rnm 
~hS cal 
.30 cal (carbine) 
40 rom 
Frag grenades 
1VP grenade s 
Illwn. grc:,: "(' S 

Smoke grcr~r G 

.HCI 
1-latel' 

_5" 

COD:2: HCND ---
(.",.ny c :i .. ::,y in U. 
(~l.ny country) 
"Blackout" 

s.) 

(I\ny W S. 
IIlTOJ:,tuary" 

automobile} 

II HOc;l)i t£tltl 
"Sunaet" 

IIJJullseyolf 
"Home Run" 
(.'l.ny ru1:i.mal) 
II Jackpottl 
II CarclinDJ." 
II Pint" 
IIQuartll 

"Gallon" 
IIBus Stop" 
II Dlueu 
lined" 
"Eye" 
"Ear" 

QUANTIl1 .. . 

(plus las t name 
ini tial and last 
3 digi ~,s of serial 
number f J ' friendly) 

Unit, of fire (100 l"ds) 
Box of 50 
BandolJ.er or 120 rds 
Bnndolier of (-, rds 
leach 
1 each 
1 each 
1 e~'.eh 

Case of 12 
1 can (5 gal) 

DECLASSIFIED 
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RECOM GROUP ALFACONFIDENTIAL
Cho LAI, VIET NAM
191200H Oct 1965

Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) to Group Order 20-65

1. Concept. Code words are designed to provide:

a. A means of sending short, easily understood messages.

b. Some degree of radio security without resorting to a lengthy , diff-
icult to use couple system.

2. The following messages will be sent by the code words shown:

MESSAGE CODE WORD

(Any city in U. S.)Departure from known location
(Any country)Arrived at assigned position
"Blackout"Changing to alternate frequency
(Any UV S. automobile)Returning to base or camp

(plus last nameMortuary"KIA
initial and last"Hospital"WIA

"Sunset" 3 digits of serialMIA
number in friendly)

"Bullseye"Engaged with enemy
"Home Run"Mission Compromised
(Any animal)Checking in on scheduled reporting time

Artillery piece (Position) "Jackpot!
"Cardinal"Prisoner
"Pint"Platoon
"Quart"Company
"Gallon"Battalion
"Bus Stop"Helo Landing Zone
"Blue"Patrol
"Red"Ambush

Observation Post "Eye"
"Ear"Command Post

3. Resupply Code

ITEM QUANTITYCODE

Unit of fire (100 rds)7.62 mmA
:45 cal Box of 50B
.30 cal (carbine) Bandolier of 120 rdsC

Bandolier of 6 rds40 mmD
1 eachFrag grenadesE
1 eachWP grenadesF
1 eachIllum. grenniesG

H (Color) 1 eachSmoke grone is
Case of 12MCII
1 can (5 gal)WaterJ

5 ENOT OSUPE (42)
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CONFIDENTIAL ;,J';('(/; GROUP AWl'. 
CI::tT ; .:.I, VIET NAH 

~nnex D (Radio Brevity Code) continued 

• < 

CODE -
K 
KA 
L 
N 
N 
o 

ee 

I'I'EM . -
(Hedical su~plies 
,11orphine 

Bi'1. 279 
BiI.30 
H-.33 ho.ndr . , 
PRe-IO (c.r :I.ece) 

qU.UJT~T.! 

1 pag (unit 1.) 
5 syrettes . 
1 ench 
~ 
1 ('\oh 
1 each 

ee 

. , 

DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTL\L 
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HECOTI GROUP ALFACONFIDENTIAL
CHU MA, VIET NAM

Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) continued

QUANTITYITEMCODE

1 bag (unit 1.)Medical suppliesK
5 syrettesMorphineKA
1 eachBA 279L
2BA 30M
1 cachH-33 handN

lete)PRC-10 (or 1 each0

Ly command of
JAMES L. COMPTON

Commande: Recon Group Alfa

be

J. R. 01 RDNER
Operations Officer

CONFIDENTIAL-2-
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GGIJJi'IDEi'JTII'J:. RECON GF ,;' \T;H'f-I 
GIn Y,,'\.I, Vi1'£ N:~M 

191~;'jOH Oct 1965 

Annex E (Frequency Assignment Ta.b1c; to Group Order 20-65 

1. The following frequenc:ies 21'6 amiigned J'0r use: 

CODE # NET STATIONS rREQlk :Jms --
D-182 Intra-po.trol co:,:mand Plt/reams A.B 
D-218 Alternnte .llt/Teams Ldl.3 
D-h2 Heliccrotcr cOll1llwncl White Gold )? ~6 

D-2~S Rcltty ~~' .• O 
D-l97 AO Hose mont )./.0.7 

2. The following frequencn:es are provided i'orcTI1crgcncy use only: 

COPE # NET GONT;.l, ) 'I~lTION CALI, SIGN FREQU.ENC:_~~ 
--".~. . 

D-236 BnTac IstB' bth Pied ?iper h6.8 
D~2.30 BnTac 2ndBll hth Sudden Death 45.S 
D-206 BnTac 3rdBn ~':' ," Warehouse !12~9 
D-l92 Hcgtl'ac 4 th "'hpi' ~,,, • - .~ ... _ ~ .... i:) ThickSkinned LIO.l 

3. The follo1tling call signs wilJ 'nsGd by Go :'1 Olein), .3rd Reon }1,: 

Platoon Headquarters 
1st Sqlnd 
2nd Squad 

Longhorn 
Cornhnsker I 
Cornhnsker II 

By commo.nd of 
JAl"lES L. C;OI~f.i)TON 

COlL,w,nder, Hecon G ,up A1,:.'", 

........... ,,-., 

CONFIDENTT' . 

ENCl.OSURE (l./jJ 
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\IFARECON GROUTCONFIDENTIAL
CHU LAI, VIET NAM
19120OH Oct 1965

Annex E (Frequency Assignment Table) to Group Order 20-65

1. The following frequencies are assigned for use:

FREQUI CIESSTATIONSCODE # NET

£8.8Plt/TeamsIntra-patrol commandD-182
414.3llt/TeamsD-218 Alternate
12.6White GoldHelicopter commandD-42
50.0D-255 Relay
40.7RosemontAOD-197

2. The following frequencies are provided for emergency use only:

FREQUENO.ERSCALL SIGNCONTROL TATIONCODE # NET

46.81stP 4th Pied PiperD-236 BnTac
45.8Sudden Death2ndEn 4thBnTacD-230
42.9Warehouse3rdBn 323D-206 BnTac
40.1ThickSkinned4th MarinesRegtTacD-192

3. The following call signs will is used by Co 3 (Rein), 3rd Recon Bri:

LonghornPlatoon Headquarters
Cornhusker I1st Squad
Cornhusker II2nd Squad

By command of
JAMES L. COMPTON

Commander, Recon Group Alfa

J. R. GARDNER
Operations Officer

CONFIDENTI

ENCLOSURE (42)
of

DECLASSIFIED



r 
DECLASSIFIED 

ee ee 
C01JrIDENTLU, REt 'f G'1,)1 f AIFA 

c: ui~l) V;:ET N..:\.M 
I9I200H Oct 1965 

Annex F (Reports) to Gronp Order 20-65 

1. nrports Re',lUir(;d: 

8itRnp 

Cont;:>ct 

Compromise 

Dcpm'ture 

lU'rivnl 

Changing 
l'osition 

Casualties 

PJ.c:. tOOflFl 

Tc [lIns, PI ts. 
(i,elay) 

Tems, I'lts. 
(R01ny) 

Tenm~, PIts. 
(nelny) 

Teruns, PIts. 
(HeJ.ny) 

Tenms, TIts. 
(Relay) 

Tenms, PIts. 
I (Relay) 

Teams, PIts. 
(Helay) 

?ERIOD em' FREOU1;Y '...... ,~'--,,~':'''' ... .;,. '~ ... : 

Every 6 hours 

Each occurrence 

Each occurrence 

Each occurrence 

~';ach occ ll't'rence 

Each occurrence 

Use code 

',j';.;.; format: do 
notc'o rev "t 
t,itl,~ 

11 \I \I 11 

Use corle 

Use code 

U::;c; code lttld 

t,'~}.·'tst line 

V:,, code 

VC't; code for type 
tl.f"d person, give 
€:A+.fmt of injury 
in clear 

2. 1 .. 11 tenms 1-li11 monitor for 15 minutes at 0200, 1000 and 1»0 daily 
for pOf;sible relay. 

3. It Hill be <1Soumed that a team has no radio contact if 11 scheduled 
report is n~t made HHhin two hours of time required. Recovery procr'durGs 
will be inithlted ttt this time. 

By command of 
JAMJi'..8 L. COl'ffTON 
Commander, Recon Group [.lfn, 
~ .. ', ? ,.>;-'" ~/' -/ ~ ~ . 

. 0:/n~-~ 'AJ~t-V • - -

. (4)peraJ'~~t~~fficer 
/1 : .. _/ E~qCtO~TTRE fJiJJ 

v <? CONF!DENTL\t 

DECLASSIFIED 
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RE GROUP ALFACONFIDENTIAL
C1 AI, VIET NAM
191200H Oct 1965

Annex F (Reports) to Group Order 20-65

1. Reports Required:

NOTECREPORTING UNIT PERIOD OF FREQUENCYREPORT

Use codeEvery 6 hoursPlatoonsSitRep

Jee format: doEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Salute
not we report(Relay)
title

11 11 11 11

Each occurrenceTeams, Plts.Contact
(Relay)

Use codeTeams, Ilts. occurrenceCompromise
(Relay)

Use codeEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Departure
(Relay)

Use code andEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Arrival
thrust line

(Relay)

Us. codeNach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Changing
(Relay)Position

/

Use code for typeCasualties Teams, Plts. Each occurrence
and person, give(Relay)
extent of injury
in clear

2. All teams will monitor for 15 minutes at 0200, 1000 and 1.00 daily

for possible relay.

3. It will be assumed that a team has no radio contact if a scheduled

report is not made within two hours of time required. Recovery procedures

will be initiated at this time.

By command of
JAMES L. COMPTON
Commander, Recon Group Alfa.

J. R. GARDNER
Operations Officer

ENCLOSURE (42)
CONFIDENTIAL
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Annex G (Supporting ;'~rms) to Group Order 20-65 

1. 9_El!f~ 

RECON GROlli~ 1l.LFA 
CHU J ;:J VIET N.\1'1 

191200H Oct 1965 

a.. 3rdBn (-) (Hein), 12th l\hrines J~rtillery groupmeJ.\t is tJrovidi ~. 
svpport for this orcr~tbn. 01l' vI; howi't;zer and on\;; plntoon of 15.5mrn 
hOI·TitzerR hnve been plnc::d in dJ.'· 'ct suppor~.,. 

b. lstNA1'J provides armed he .,.' 'l'~~;"~ and close nil' support ['; rrquir-
edt BcginniJlg R-Day [I,t L-15 mii ':, aJj~:llldrJi nnd air support. is or, call. 

2. EX1};ClJTION 

tJ'O Be prepared to call a.nd '3:' e.:t nrtillery L.re if en.:;aged or dis­
covered in order to facilit.l'.te ,.~+. ·:r.~:1{::,1 R'.d recoV''Jl'Y. 

b. Be prepa.t'ed to c"n and dL'cct air when nvnilnble ' .. J facilitate 
wi thdrawal and rec Dve:.';)'. 

c. Be prcpo.red to call and adjust air or artillery on ',mportant 
targets of opp,:wt,unity D.S discovered. 

d. 9oo:rdinntin(~ Instructions 

(I) Supp:>rting fires will be requested and adjusted through the 
reCOn report ne t.. 

(2) Liaison Officer will relay requests t.nd adju::::,)TIcnts immed­
iately t~ 4th Narines FSCC to pass to 3rdBn, 12th l'1m-ines FDC or M\G-12 
as approprir,:tc. 

(3) If an ,d.r strike is requested and approved, the '::,oam rr' ),13' c. ... 
ing the mission Hill display a single red panel D tits posi t~, ."1 \-Then 
cr~ft are on statiDn. 

CONF ~ .JENTUL 
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b
RECON GROUP ALFACONFIDENTIAL
CHU ) I, VIET NAM

191200H Oct 1965

Annex G (Supporting Arms) to Group Order 20-65

1. GENERAL

a. 3rdBn (-)(Rein), 12th Marines Artillery groupment is providi C

support for this operation. On Jr howitzer and one platoon of 155mm
howitzers have been placed in durot suppor

and close air support a requir-b. 1stMAW provides armed
ed. Beginning R-Day it L-15 mi) 3. Lidry and air support is on call.

2. EXECUTION

& Be prepared to call and differ artillery the if engaged or dis-
rawal and recovery.covered in order to facilitate

b. Be prepared to coll and direct air when available is facilitate

withdrawal and recovery.

C. Be prepared to call and adjust air or artillery on important

targets of opportunity as discovered.

d. Coordinating Instructions

(1) Supporting fires will bc requested and adjusted through the

recon report net.

(2) Liaison Officer will relay requests and adjustments immed-

iately to 4th Marines FSCC to pass to 3rdBn, 12th Marines FDC or MAG-12

as appropriate.

(3) If an air strike is requested and approved, the beam rr be

ing the mission will display a single red panel at its positi in when

craft are on station.

By command of
JAMES L. COMPTON
Commander, Recon Group Alfa

his
J. R. GARDNER
Operations Officer

CONFIDENTIAL
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ftECON OROUP ArPA 

3rd Reoonnaissance Battalion" ' 
)rd Marine Division, III Marine Amphibious Foree 

, c/o FPO, San Franoisco, 96601 
" , 

From: CQlIIftabding Officer' 
To: ~ommanding Officer, 3rd Reoonnaissance Battalion 

Subj: Patrol Report, ,Operation 20-6" ~o-23 October 196$ 

Refs (a) DivO 3480.1 
(b) Recon Group Alta Order 20-6> 
(c) Map, Vietnam 1:50,000 Ti'1 13inh 6757 III 

Enel: (1) Patrol Route and Enemy Contaot O\rerlAy 

)/JRG/rjrtl ,., 
2$ Oe~ 1965 

1. In aocordance with reference (a), the following report is submitted. 
. J',,' , 

2. Units partioipating in Operation 20.65: 

. 'lst Platoon, Co 13 (Rein), 3rd Reoonnaissance 'Battalion 

3. a. Oener~l R~view o~ Si~1ficant Events. The mission was to reconn­
oiter8l'ea in Grid Squares BT 4064, BT 4164 and BT 410), t61.ocate Viet ; 
Cong positions. rQutes of movement, . activity and supplies. The 1st Platoon, 
Co B landed in alternate landing zone at coord BT 416044 ,at, 200720H. (Sed 
Patrol Route Overlay, Enclosure (1». ·The platoon moved along ~patro1ro)lte 
to establish base camp at coord BT 413040 as shown on overl~ and later at 
coord BT 410027. Teams Cornhusker I and II oonducted patrols and establish-­
ed observation posts from these·base camps as shawn an ,overlays. 37 VC were 
observed during this operation.' ,2 dontAots were made. 1 VCwas killed and 
2 VC were wounded. 1 VC was captured. Fire missions and air strikes were 
called on VC harbor sites at coordBT 4l)040 end Dr 4140)4, 'with good ~ffect 
on targets. The following is a chronological listing of signifioant events: 

. "! 

200720H. HelUitt complete at B'l' 416044. , 

200830H. Established base camp at BT ~l)O40. 

20l000H. Squad size patrol was sent out as indica.ted in Enclosure 
(1), page 1. They discovered a good trail 'runirlng . east 'to West at coord 
BT' 403048 and a '5 man harbor site at BT'405047. One empty Sgallon fuel oan 
was observed at coord BT 408046. 

20154~~ Patrol returned to base camp • 

. . 
/6 ENCLOSURE (II;.) 
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RECON GROUP ALFA
3rd Reconnaissance Battalion

3rd Marine Division, III Marine Amphibious Force
c/o FPO, San Francisco, 96601

3/JRG/rjm
25 Oct 1965

From: Commanding Officer
Commanding Officer, 3rd Reconnaissance BattalionTo:

Subj: Patrol Report, Operation 20-65, 20-23 October 1965

(a) DivO 3480.1Ref:
(b) Recon Group Alfa Order 20-65
(c) Map, Vietnam 1:50,000 Tri Binh 6757 III

Encl: (1) Patrol Route and Enemy Contact Overlay

1. In accordance with reference (a), the following report is submitted.

2. Units participating in Operation 20-65:

1st Platoon, Co B (Rein), 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion

3. a. General Review of Significant Events. The mission was to reconn-

oiter area in Grid Squares BT 4004, BT 4104 and BT 4103, to Locate Viet

Cong positions, routes of movement, activity and supplies. The 1st Platoon,
Co B landed in alternate landing zone at coord BT 416044 at 20072OH. (See
Patrol Route Overlay, Enclosure (1)). The platoon moved along patrol route
to establish base camp at coord BT 413040 as shown on overlay and later at

coord BT 410027. Teams Cornhusker I and II conducted patrols and establish
ed observation posts from these base camps as shown on overlays. 37 VC were
observed during this operation. 2 dontacts were made. 1 VC was killed and
2 VC were wounded. 1 VC was captured. Fire missions and air strikes were
called on VC harbor sites at coord BT 413040 and BT 414034, with good effect
on targets. The following is a chronological listing of significant events:

20072OH. Helilift complete at BT 416044.

200830H. Established base camp at BT 413040.

201000H. Squad size patrol was sent out as indicated in Enclosure

(1), page 1. They discovered a good trail running east to west at coord
BT 403048 and a 5 man harbor site at BT 405047. One empty 5 gallon fuel can

was observed at coord BT 408046.

201545H. Patrol returned to base camp.

ENCLOSURE (42)
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201800He Fire mission was requested and delivered on harbor site 
at coord BT 40S047 with good effect on target. With the impact of the last' 
two roun'ds) a sudden bright' yellow"flame' shot up at approximately BI' 403047. 
It was poss~bly,a small fuel s~orage dumP. 

1" : ••• .' ; • I 

i ' "201900H. 'Platoon reoeivedinstrti6tioHs to'looV(!'!Go :HLZiat BT :4070)0 
Mtl seoure 'zone for landirig of 2nd Ple.tObh,iOO B'st'\211200He "4 " 

~. • ." -,.,' ",i.'.i~· .1 ~' ~ '" '.:; ';"'.~'.'; ;-" 

rlatoon left base oamp and headed for HLZ at Dr 407030. 
,:: ; ..... , {.:. ; :." I~::':~,"~~u"'" 

211100H. 
1- ••• 
" , 

Arrived in position and seoured HLZ. 
. :~.' ~ ... , i(·.:~~( ,,1':~}"~I:.'~·i. 

211.330H, 2nd Platoon landed at LZ. , 
" :': :', ) .' " l • '. . .'. ~ " ': :. oJ" ,f J . . • .II 

, , . 
,'2113:;OH:) J.st Platoon departed LZ ~moving 'due: eASt" \o"B'l'41003.3. 

_~' .. '~ 'j '.', J.f.if' ,'., .... -r.)~.', .~ •• '.' • :',", .;. 

, " ,21.1h10Hc ',,\t BT 4100.33", the '2nCt' 'squaB was' seh"t tina patrol as 'in-' , 
dioated in ;~n.J10mlre (1), page 2 and thererribinder'of'the plitobn inOved to 
'BT'410027 tn (:8't,~.blish a base'oamp/OP t '" " " j"" 

j " ",' '. !, • ;.,~ .. \ ' 

, ",' , 2114~OH.' The 2nd squad ~ovell to BT 4020)2whert they discovered A 
'trait 'arid fol16wed it to BT 4340)"6, :'Where~ :aVe harbor;tli~:'wa$',C:1J.8ctwerea. 
'It' oontained 3< well constructed h~'ts •• Parts of exploded hapalm ,bombs (ahee't. 
mtal) was stored in the nrea" .. ', " , " , " ,4: ,I;', , 

• :,..J • ',' ., ' .J.. :~.... I I ... :.i i " .' . I • .. ~ , : .... 

21l~20H. ) people were observed moving east on trail at BT 4180)4 
wear1ng green ponchos,; 'No lIeapons were' obtiel'Ve'd.,: ':, ; ,:', I 

t ;~;, 211~~OH., 'J.\ cave, r.eiri!oroed Mith wood at the entrance, was discov­
ered at BT h15036G It was capable of holding 10 men. 

"r ., i • ./ I.. , ~ • ',: )' .;: \ ,,' :,. ~" .' oJIi ' ',' 1 I, ':.~ ,': ~ •• ~ :. , 

211620H. Squad discovered a hut and oac~e of decaying rioe at sr 
~1'30)S .. 'ArtUleryfire" had partially destroyed ,the hut and the food cache. 

2ll71SJI. I'D-trol rejo:iJ'led' the' platoon :at'ibase',catnP at BT 410026. 
. ~ ,~J" .. ~ • Ii:' .... 

; 211900H. ,Platoon initiated relay for 2nd Platoon, who were unable 
to ~et communicntions direct to rear CP • 
. i"',· #.' . • ... : • (': .' .... ".;1 ' .. ",' -:'. . ,: .,ij '::'~: 

221000H., 1st Squad patrol was sent out to check trail at BT 4060)7. 
;, ',;,..: '." - I t ~,; ,\ ,/' .. ,. "'; .. ;'~.'. j, .... ~: " :',.:'."': './~. 

:' ~2!020H~ ~erunslze OF was established at Br 409029. 

22l0SSH. 20 ve with packs and rifles were' obsel"Ved at BT 4180)8. 
Two wore blue p~nchosl the rest wore green ponohos. " , 

,J ' .. >. ~ •• -

2210S7H. Fire mission was called on the 20 ve. It took'lO':iIth\ites 
for the first round to lund. 

221117H. Fol;ow1ng;the fir~t, ro.undl the squad received small arms 
fire from BT 4120)$.' " "." ,'>"':' , ,', 

. ,~ ". . ',. , l·.f :: ,I'" ' : " ! . ": ,," "'.~ ~./ J. : 

221120H. ~he 20"VOin1oVeo."ev~r"'ther:ldge -line and could no longer be 
observed.:i) " "; I::,:' " . :" " 

ee ee 
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201800H. Fire mission was requested and delivered on harbor site

at coord BT 405047 with good effect on target. With the impact of the last
two rounds, a sudden bright yellow flame shot up at approximately BT 403047.
It was possibly a small fuel storage dump.

201900H, Platoon received instructions to move to HLZ at BT 407030
and secure zone for landing of 2nd Platoon, Co B at 211200H.

210905H. Platoon left base camp and headed for HLZ at BT 407030.

211100H. Arrived in position and secured HLZ.

211330H, 2nd Platoon landed at LZ.

211350H Jst Platoon departed LZ :moving due east to BT 410033.

223470H At BT 410033, the 2nd squad was sen't on a patrol as in-
dicated in Enclosure (1), page 2 and the remainder of the platoon moved to
BT 410027 in establish a base camp/OP.

211450H. The 2nd squad moved to BT 402032 where they discovered à
trail and followed it to BT 414038, where a VC harbor site was discovered.
It contained 3 well constructed huts, Parts of exploded hapalm bombs (sheet

metal) was stored in the area,

21152OH. 3 people were observed moving east on trail at BT 418034

wearing green ponchos. No weapons were observed.

21155OH. A cave, reinforced with wood at the entrance, was discov-
ered at BT 415036. It was capable of holding 10 men.

211620H. Squad discovered a hut and cache of decaying rice at BT

413035. Artillery fire had partially destroyed the hut and the food cache.

211715H. Patrol rejoined the platoon at base camp at BT 410026.

211900H. Platoon initiated relay for 2nd Platoon, who were unable
to get communications direct to rear CP.

221000H. 1st Squad patrol was sent out to check trail at BT 408037.

221020H. Team size OP was established at BT 409029.

221055H. 20 VC with packs and rifles were observed at BT 418038.
Two wore blue ponchos, the rest wore green ponchos.

221057H. Fire mission was called on the 20 VC. It took 10 minutes
for the first round to land.

221117H. Following the first round, the squad received small arms

fire from BT 412035.

22112OH. The 20 VC moved over the ridge line and could no longer be

observed.

-2-
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ee ee 
221121H. Fire mission was requested on BT 4120)S. Rounds were del­

ivered but the dippers&on was so great that there was little effect on t~ 
get. 

22112$H. 6 to 10 VC with packs, rifles and green ponchos were 
sighted mov:i.ng up grassy slope at BT 41)038, They were brought under fire 
and pinned do\m. 

221130H. Fire missions were called on VC positions. Rounds were 
delivered, but the dispersion was so great that there was no effect on tar­
get. Platoon c~ntinued to pin down VC with small arms fire. 

22J.2J$HlI A base of fire was established at BT'4100jSit1nd the Plat­
oon Commander led a 5 man patrol forward to ar4l10)6 tn' ~t"u1t of the va 
and to check :l'or bodies. " , 

22~300H,~ 1 VC killed was discovered at BT 413038. Search of the 
area. nett-eel J. ),t'), 1936 rifle and cartridge belt containing 7.62 and M-l 
rounds (bot.;j. ball and AP .. reloaded), ~d 1 M .. 26 grenade.·J. blooo trail was 
observed moving south :into the rice paddies at BT' 414036 and mother was 
found gOing north into wooded area at BT 41)040. A thtrd was observed head­
ed northwest along trail at BT 4110)9. ~arts of napalm casings were found 
at BT 41)03711 ' ' ' , 

221330H. ?atrol moved back to Or at BT 409029. 

2214'OH.. l'atrol arrived at 01'. 

221~OOH. ~ VC with greEln ponchos and packs were observed moving 
north across rice paddy at BT' 410033. . 

22l~10H, 5 VC with ponchos ~ld rifles were observed moving so~th 
retracing steps of previous 5 VC sighted. 

221515H. Fire mission was called on BT 414034. Rounds were deliv­
ered with good ~££ect on target. 

221540H. Firo mission was, called and delivered on BT 413040, It 
was ineffective due to the great dispersion of rounds • . 

22l6h5H. HSt! fire was requested o.nd delivered during the night on 
M' 413040 and BT 414034. .' 

221650H. Pa.trol returned to base cant> nt BT 410026. Platoon con­
tinued to relay communica.tions for tne 2n~Platoon. 

2)lDOOH. 1st squad was sent to establish 01' at. BT 4~03l; 
.-

" ..... "':: .2)ll{)15H. Op Wns established. 

2)1030H. 1 VC with pack and rifle was observed movins south at . 
DT 414036.:: VC· lTas bro~ht under fire ~ pirmed doW!1, by mach~ gun fire. 

2)10>0H. Fire mission was requested on VC and harbor site at B'I' 

DECLASSIFIED 
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221121H. Fire mission was requested on BT 412035. Rounds were del-

ivered but the dispersion was so great that there was little effect on tar-

get.

221125H. 6 to 10 VC with packs, rifles and green ponchos were

sighted moving up grassy slope at BT 413038. They were brought under fire

and pinned down.

221130H. Fire missions were called on VC positions. Rounds were

delivered, but the dispersion was SO great that there was no effect on tar-

get. Platoon continued to pin down VC with small arms fire.

2212J5H. A base of fire was established at BT 410035 and the Plat-

oon Commander led a 5 man patrol forward to BT 414038 in pursuit of the VC

and to check l'or bodies.

223,300H, 1 VC killed was discovered at BT 413038. Search of the

area netted 7 MAS 1936 rifle and cartridge belt containing 7.62 and M-1

rounds (both ball and AP 1 reloaded), and 1 M-26 grenade. 1 blood trail was

observed moving south into the rice paddies at BT 414036 and another was

found going north into wooded area at BT 413040. A third was observed head-

ed northwest along trail at BT 411039. Parts of napalm casings were found

at BT 413037.

22133OH. Patrol moved back to OP at BT 409029.

221450H. Patrol arrived at OP.

221500H. 5 VC with green ponchos and packs were observed moving

north across rice paddy at BT 410033.

221510H. 5 VC with ponchos and rifles were observed moving south

retracing steps of previous 5 VC sighted.

221515H. Fire mission was called on BT 414034. Rounds were deliv-

ered with good effect on target.

22154OH. Fire mission was called and delivered on BT 413040. It

was ineffective due to the great dispersion of rounds.

221645H. H&I fire was requested and delivered during the night on

BT 413040 and BT 414034.

221650H. Patrol returned to base camp at BT 410026. Platoon con-

tinued to relay communications for the 2nd Platoon.

231000H. 1st squad was sent to establish OP at BT 409031.

231015H. Op was established.

231030H. 1 VC with pack and rifle was observed moving south at

BT 414038. VC. was brought under fire and pinned down by machine gun fire.

231050H. Fire mission was requested on VC and harbor site at BT

413030.
12
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231140H. Air strike was req\1(!1sted ~d .delivered, on VC harbor s1 to 
at Bl' 4130)0 prior to patrol inoV1n~ up .to 'attempt toe~~tUl'~ yc.... .~,j . ' • 

• ' " J • 

231300H •. l~atoon Conmande.r. lqd squad forward to BT 41)0)8 to effect 
capture of ve. . ' 

2;1)lOH.· VC Mel cartridge belt were cD:ptured tit BT 41)0)8; VO wae 
wounded in th~ right leg and head by $mallarms fire. Rifle and pack were 
not recovered. ' , " ' 

" , 
; , .. '. ,",. 

, 23133,H. Thorough search of area uncovered 1 MAS 1936 French bolt 
aetion r1f¥ a~ BT 411039. f'r~6um,ed le~t ~ ,a r~eult of, theprev10us dart,S 
action. . , . '., ; . ., , " ' 

2J~ho(,.Lt,; Hedi,oal .evMun.t1on r~~ues1;.,ed for ve.· , 
<.. '.' , 

alive. 
22:'.~OO:-I~ ,Hedical evaouation completed at BT 415037. va stUl 

231;'10 I", rIo.toon departed for HL2 Sioux at BT 4070)0. 

231610H~ Arrived at HLZ. 

231630Ho Recovery co~lete. He111itted to 4'1;.h'Marine,s CPt 
, . ., ' .. ', " 

b. ~der1B Ev~luation .e>f Significant Event,!! 

. .. ; 

(1) . ve Are operating apprmcimate' company s~EtJ1Bth in vicinity' of 
Grid Squares BT 4104, 11103, 400,3 'rind 4004. ". , 

, ' , (2) VC hn.ve est1'lb1ished hnrbor a;tes at BT 41)040, ~T 4~0,34 and 
BT ,40,047. " " , , .. ' , , " 
",' ~ j', . .; . .' . t' •. • ( • .' • 

c. Recommendations,' It is reClommen~e:d that (iJ nimliibrtBrs be acquired 
by, the Rec"O:ndroup' t\lld Recon personnel be ,inswucted in 'their listh ," ,.' 

. ./;:;;L~'~~·-
'C~ptaiA1J~::H'~~ ,(f~s; 
Comniander, Reool'CarOU~ JA'lta: . " . .. \ 

.... 
. \ , " 

( ';' . ., ~.' . ,. ~ ., , 

~". • \ '. t i " , . 
, " 

... .. 
; ;. 

, : " I '.,1 
• , : •• ~ I ,\ • ,'I'" , .• , 

ee \ -4-
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23114OH. Air strike was requested and delivered on VC harbor site

at BT 413030 prior to patrol moving up to attempt to capture VC.

23130OH. Platoon Commander led squad forward to BT 413038 to effect

capture of VC.

23131OH. VC and cartridge belt were captured at BT 413038: VC was

wounded in the right leg and head by small arms fire. Rifle and pack were

not recovered.

231335H. Thorough search of area uncovered 1 MAS 1936 French bolt

action rifle at BT 411039. Presumed left as a result of the previous day's
action.

237400R, Medical evacuation requested for VC.

221500H, Medical evacuation completed at BT 415037. VC still

alive.

231510 L Platoon departed for HLZ Sioux at BT 407030.

231610H Arrived at HLZ.

231630H. Recovery complete. Helilifted to 4th Marines CP.

b. Commander's Evaluation of Significant Events

(1) VC are operating approximate company strength in vicinity of

Grid Squares BT 4104, 4103, 4003 and 4004.

(2) VC have established harbor sites at BT 413040, BT 414034 and

BT 405047.

C. Recommendations. It is recommended that 60 mm mortars be acquired

by the Recon Group and Recon personnel be instructed in their use.

C4
JAMES L. COMPTON

Captain U.S. Marine Corps
Commander, Recon Group Alfa

-4-
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. CONFIDENTIAL 

OROUP ORDER 21-65 

Ref; (a) BnOpO 341-65 

• Rr;CON GROUP AIFA 
. CW 1I\I, VIET NAH 

2¢12¢¢H ooT :.965 

(b) Hap: Vietnam, 1:50,000 AMS 1701 .. Tri Sinh 6757 1:1 
Time Zone: H 

TASK ORGANIZli.TION: 2nd PlotoO\1 (I~:::': .. n), 'CoB (Rein) .. 3rd Reconna::'ssance Bn. 
1. SITUATION 

a. Eryemr 'For,c/,s. See current I~rTStJlI1S. As briefed. 
b. Friendlt toro~s.' See currLli:. OPSU}v1S.As briefed. 
c. Attachments and Detachments. None. 4 

2. MISSION. To conduct, an l'J.I'ea reconnaissance in the valll"lT area extend­ing west and southwest from coordinates BT 4~~2l to BT 39~~~5 to report Viet Cong troop movement and positions. 

3. EX"UTION 

a. Concert. 2nd Platoon~ Co B will land at 1-Hour on R-Dry in Land­ing Zone Hong Rong and move along patrol route (See Annex k, O'L,eretions Overlay) on R-Day. An observation post will be manned until the morning of R+l at which time the pt>trol w111 continue along the patrol route. The patrol will be recovered at W-Hour on R+2 from tanding Zone Singapore (Sec ;mnex A). 

b. Co B -)(Rein. Maintain a liaison team in the 4th l>1arines coe from 1-1 on R- ny to completion of recovery on R+2. 

o •. Coordinatinf> ~nstructions 

(1) R-Day is _...;;2;.;.;1_O;..;c;;..;~_19~::'. 

(2) L-Hour is _..;.;1;;;.t,.2¢ ...... ¢.;,;.H_. 

(3) W-Hour is 15~H • _...;;;.:;;.z..t-;.;...-_ 

(L) Landing Zone Hong Kong is located at coordinates BT 4¢9¢29. 
(5) Landing Zone Singapore is loci.'ted atcoorqinates BT 393¢¢5. 
(6) Landing Zone Saigon is loc!lted e.t coo,rdinates BT 4¢6¢15. 
(7) Platoon COmnk~nder will brief his platoon in detail on R-l. 

CONFIDEN'I'D.1 

I . ENCLOStfR~' (tI:J) 
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CONFIDENTIAL
RECON GROUP ALFA
CHU LAI, VIET NAM
201200H OCT 2.965

GROUP ORDER 21-65

Ref: (a) BnOpO 341-65
(b) Map: Vietnam, 1:50,000 AMS L701, Tri Binh 6757 I'I

Time Zone: H

TASK ORGANIZATION: 2nd Platoon (Roin), Co B (Rein), 3rd Reconnaissance Bn.
1. SITUATION

a. Enemy Forces. See current INTSUMS. As briefed.
b. Friendly Forces. See current OPSUMS. As briefed.
C. Attachments and Detachments. None.

2. MISSION. To conduct an area reconnaissance in the vall V area extend-
Viet
ing west and southwest from coordinates BT 420021 to BT 390005 to reportCong troop movement and positions.

3. EXECUTION

a. Concept. 2nd Platoon, Co B will land at L-Hour on R-Dry in Land-ing Zone Hong Kong and move along patrol route (See Annex A, OperationsOverlay)
R+1

on R-Day. An observation post will be manned until the morningof at which time the patrol will continue along the patrol route.patrol will be recovered at W-Hour on R+2 from Landing Zone Singapore (See
The

Annex A).

b. Co B (-) (Rein). Maintain a liaison team in the 4th Marines COCfrom L-1 on R-Day to completion of recovery on R+2.

C. Coordinating Instructions

(1) R-Day is 21 Oct 196

(2) L-Hour is 1200H .

(3) W-Hour is 1500H

(4) Landing Zone Hong Kong is located at coordinates BT 409029.
(5) Landing Zone Singapore is located at coordinates BT 393005.
(6) Landing Zone Saigon is located at coordinates BT 406015.
(7) Platoon Commander will brief his platoon in detail on R-1.
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(8) Debriefing will be :mdu;~d by C.O. Recon Group ',lfu all' t: e 
Intelligence Chief after the rev rn of the ?latoon to the comr.··J.Y rr('." 

(9) Standing rules of or.gagement apply and will be observed. 

(10) The pla.toon will avotd contact or compromise by indigenous 
personnel. 

(11) Enemy sightings wi1~'. '::le reported immediately. 
• <' • , 

. (12) Civilian movement will be recorded but,~ot reported by radio 
unless unusual. 

(13) Platoon COmnk~der be prepared to: 

(0.) Request ,reinforce'nents if contact is made .v-ith the enemy. 

(b) ,RecolThllend attcick on any lr.rge VC unit sir _. ted or contact-
ed. 

(c) Recon~end appropriate landing zones £01' r~inforctments 
or ~tto.cking forces~ 

(14) Enemy contpct in the form of sniping and ambush .'$ permitted 
only when the Platoon COllinander feels it will not jeopardize ~,is primc.ry 
mission. 

(15) k.rtillery fires and air strikes will be requested ns Ol"'~~:'~_j 
in Annex G (Supporting j1.rms). 

(16) Thrust ~ines: 

(n) n-Day - 39¢1 
(b) R+l - 38¢3 
(c) R+2 - 37¢5 

4.' ADMINISTRA1'ION AND LOGIS'I'ICS 

a. Rations. Platoon .. Till c::.rry rice and Me! for' 2! days. 
• . , 1 

b. Arms nnd Anununition. As dedgne.ted by the Pla.toon Convnnnder. 

c. Spec,ial Eguipment. 

(1) ~lntoon will carry four (4) red air panels and five (5) yellow 
smoke. 

(2) Camouf1nce uniforms are permitted. 

d. Casualties 

(1) All onsunlties will be reported immediately"by c0de designation 
as described in Armex D (lladio Brevity Code) a.nd l~nnex F (RepJrts). 
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(8) Debriefing will be conducted by C.O. Recon Group lifa the

Intelligence Chief after the rev.rn of the platoon to the company are

(9) Standing rules of engagement apply and will be observed.

(10) The platoon will avoid contact or compromise by indigenous

personnel.

(11) Enemy sightings wil. be reported immediately.

(12) Civilian movement will be recorded but not reported by radio

unless unusual.

(13) Platoon Commander be prepared to:

(a) Request reinforcements if contact is made with the enemy.

(b) Recommend attack on any large VC unit sig ted or contact-

ed.

(c) Recommend appropriate landing zones for reinforcements

or attacking forces.

(14) Enemy contact in the form of shiping and ambush 's permitted

only when the Platoon Commander feels it will not jeopardize his primary
mission.

(15) Artillery fires and air strikes will be requested as out

in Annex G (Supporting Arms).

(16) Thrust Lines:

(a) R-Day - 3901
(b) R+1 - 3803
(c) R+2 - 3705

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS

a. Rations. Platoon will carry rice and MCI for 21 days.

b. Arms and Ammunition. As designated by the Platoon Commander.

C. Special Equipment

(1) Platoon will carry four (4) red air panels and five (5) yellow

smoke.

(2) Camouflage uniforms are permitted.

d. Casualties

(1) All casualties will be reported immediately by code designation
as described in Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) and Annex F (Reports).
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• 
(2) :rj;x. +,ent Qf '·fOunds wil' : >3 descl:"ibed .. 

(3) Hinor cMuf:'.lties wD- be treated b\:l,t no\ GVD.Cuated. 

(4) Serious c~su(\ltics "Jill lJe evc.cunted. 

e. l'risoners. Ii' H l1E)comcs n,~cessary to tal{e n pris('l 2J.' to ,woid 
comp1'omise of"""the missiotL the prisoner will be IilvBcuntcd (lH ~onclusi::>n cf 
the mission. 

a. Con~unicctions 

(1) The platoon will use !.\ AN/rno-lO radio as the pril'\l".ry means of 
communicAtion with the liaison teem. 

(2) Intra ... p~tr(.l .')l11l1uni;!~\t).:)l1. w111 be hy AN/ilW-1Cl radio. 

0) The pl[tt:)::m will l'ta'port Qvery six (6) hours by code wod comm­
encing at L .. HolJ.C'. (See ::J~~xes Jj ~d F). 

tern: 9. 
Ch?llenge nnd PMsl';Jrl'B l1etween teams will be by n~_cmber I.:N" , 

(5) If it becorne~ nece3~rpy for 8 ?atrol member tC' re~enter 
friendly lines, he will reply IIRebOnll 11 chfillenged, follc.·l-Ied by bi.s nnn:.:: 
and ranJ(. 

(6) Helicopter! will be :_~,llded wit.h Nl.dio cont.nct if po:::siblc. 
Yellow smoke will be used to d!l&5l ·rc.e..te the LZ.. If no radio eontf:: ;'. is 
estoblished, l\ single red panel will be d16playod in o.ddi t10n to the yc 110\'1" 
smoke. If radio contact is pOMible and there is no yellvw smoke avnilable, 
set up a ",rind-T l..ri th red 1".11' p~nt 16 in the LZ, 

b1 COl1'll1land. Platoon Commnnd~ will. report to l:1egiment[:l necon Liaison 
and accept alI orders from that s'\.ation, 

L~exes; d " Operntion Overlay 
D - Radio Brevity Code 

IV cOmMand of 
Jl:J1ES I. COt'L.-'1'ON 
C9tlnlf'l~e~) R~con Grou~) I.1fa " ,,'.. .. ; 

i .. l/ .' ,,/ 
+' ".... : .... ~, ,:' .~.' "''''' .f -:. • 

/ :.... ".-, .... ,. 
J. R. cnmDN'.ili 

.' Operations, O.f£ioer 

'., 

. .......... ... 

E - Fr-equency ~.ssiGnrn'"l'lt Table 
F .. Reports 
G .. Supporting .:~rms 

"3" 
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(2) Extent of wounds will described.

(3) Minor casualties will be treated but not evacuated,

(4) Serious casualties will be evecuated.

e. Prisoners. If it becomes necessary to take a prisor el' to avoid
compromise of the mission the prisoner will be evacuated on conclusion of
the mission.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS.

a. Communications

(1) The platoon will use a AN/TRO-10 radio as the primary means of
communication with the liaison team.

(2) Intra-patrol communication will be by AN/IRC-10 radio.

(3) The platoon will report every six (6) hours by code word comm-
encing at L-Hour. (See Annexes D and F).

(4) Challenge and password between teams will be by number S/S.
tem: 9.

(5) If it becomes necessary for a patrol member to re-enter
friendly lines, he will reply "Recon" if challenged, followed by his name
and rank.

(6) Helicopters will be Tended with radio contact if possible.
Yellow smoke will be used to designate the LZ. If no radio conta x is
established, a single red panel will be displayed in addition to the yellow
smoke. If radio contact is possible and there is no yellow smoke available,set up a wind-T with red Air panels in the LZ,

b1 Command. Platoon Commander will report to Regimental Recon Liaison
and accept all orders from that station,

By command of
JAMES In COM-TON
Commander, Recon Group Alfa

J. R. GARDNER
Operations Officer

Annexes: is - Operation Overlay
D - Radio Brevity Code
E - Frequency Assignment Table
F do Reports
G n Supporting Arms
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Annex D (Radio Brevi.ty Code) to Group OrdGr '21-tA,$' 

1. yoncept. Code words Dre designed to provide: 

a. A menns of sending ahort, eaL' :.y tUlderstood messages. 

b. Some degree of radio securHy wi thOltt resorting to a :~;ngltlhy , diff ... 
icult to use couple system. 

2. The following messages win be sent by the code 1vords shown: 

3. 

NESSAGE 

Departure from knol-m loco. tion 
!D:'rived at assigned position 
Chnnging to alternate frequent;" 
RottU'ning to base or camp 
KL.\ 
VIm 
l1L'I. 

Engaged ,vi th enemy 
Hission Compromised 
Checking in on scheduled reporting time 
Artillery piece (Position) 
P1'isoner 
Platoon 
Company 
Bnttulion 
Helo I.r.nding Zone 
Patrol 
Ambush 
Observa t:i.on Post 
Command Post 

ResuEE1~ Code 

CODE -
A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 
G 
H (Color) 
I 
J 

ITEM -
7.62 mm 
.45 cal 
.30 cal (carbine) 
40 rom 
Frng grenades 
tv? grenader, 
Illum. gren~d.Gs 
Smoke grCI':-(~'. ;; 

l-lCI 
"later 

com ldonn ---
( ... 'Lny city in U. 
(~\ny country) 
tlBlackouttl 

S.) 

(Any TN S. automobile) 
Itl:;:Oj~ tuary" 
"Hor:pi tnl" 
"Sunset" 

II Bullseye II 
"Home Run" 
(Alr:J nnimal) 
"Jackpotll 
"CardhwJ.t' 
II P:i.n -(,II 
1JQ Uffi" til 
"Gallon" 
"Bus Stop" 
II Dluell 
lined" 
"Eye II 
"Earll 

QUANTITY 

Unit of fire 
Box of 50 
Bandolier of 
Dnndolier of 
1 each 
1 each 
1 ench 
1 e[;ch 
Ca.se of 12 
1 can (5 gal) 

(plus last nnme 
:Tni ticL. and last 
3 digi"'~ (If serial 
number f J.' friendly) 

(100 rds) 

120 rds 
6 l'ds 

DECLASSIFIED 
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Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) to Group Order 21-65

1. Concept. Code words are designed to provide:

a. A means of sending short, eastly understood messages.

b. Some degree of radio security without resorting to a longthy , diff-
icult to use couple system.

2. The following messages will be sent by the code words shown:

CODE WORDMESSAGE

(Any city in U. S.)Departure from known location
(Any country)Arrived at assigned position
"Blacköut"Changing to alternate frequenci
(Any UV S. automobile)Returning to base or camp

(plus last name"Mortuary"KIA
initial. and last"Hospital"WIA
3 digits of serial"Sunset"MIA
number for friendly)

"Bullseye"Engaged with enemy
"Home Run"Mission Compromised
(Any animal)Checking in on scheduled reporting time

Artillery piece (Position) "Jackpot"
"Cardinal"Prisoner
"Pint"Platoon
"Quart"Company
"Gallon"Battalion
"Bus Stop"Helo Landing Zone
"Blue"Patrol
"Red"Ambush
"Eye"Observation Post
"Ear"Command Post

3. Resupply Code

QUANTITYITEMCODE

Unit of fire (100 rds)7.62 mmA
Box of 50.45 calB

.30 cal (carbine) Bandolier of 120 rdsC
Bandolier of 6 rds40 mmD
1 eachFrag grenadesE
1 eachWP grenadesF
1 eachIllum. grenodesG

H (Color) 1 eachSmoke
Case of 12MCII
1 can (5 gal)WaterJ

5
'43'
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!.nnex I'D (Radio Brevity .Cod~) continued 

CODE -
K 
K[~ 

I, 
M 
N 
o 

ITmf -
'l"iGdical supplies 
'Morphine 
BI\ 279 
BA 30 
H-,,33 handf~ , 
1'Ro-10 (e( 'I..it.e) 

, 

OUANTI'fY 
~-.-

1 ~o.g (unit 1) . 
5 syrettes .. 
1 en~h 
2 
I'each· 
1 (.a.ch 

DECLASSIFIED 
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Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) continued

QUANTITYITEMCODE

1 bag (unit 1)Medical suppliesK
5 syrettesMorphineKA
1 eachBA 279L
2BA 30M
1 eachH-33 handsN

PRC-10 (c) late) 1 each0

By command of
J.M.S Le COMPTON

Commander, Recon Group Alfa

the

J. R. GARDNER
Operat tions Officer
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hnnex Ii: (FreqUl':lCY .ufjS'l.[~l],ltmt 'I'r:bl.e) t') Group Order 21-65 

1. The f')llo"r',,"j;~ irrcjucn-.:ics are assigned for use: 

D-182 
D-21E' 
D-h2 
D-25;: 
D-19'( 

In':":'8.-,)ntro:t commnm 
( "JtGrnn te 
+:)lic c>pter Commnnd 
l~t;by 
I, ' 

,C,I, 

8T/I.TIONS 

1)1 t/'I'eD.ms 
PIt/Teoms 
White Gold 

GLij} L, VV;T N.'"l"l 
201 r,~ H' 'ct 1965 

:38 0 8 
I'. ,3 

42.6 
51,0 
L J. : 

2. Thf. i'olloH:i,nr; fl'(;C]uencicfl ax" -':.-' cd for emerr"ency use only; 

CODE il NEIl f;: ·\Jr~'I:~C:.' " 'PION CALL SIGN FiU~Q U::!:NCI3S .. _._,- ... -. __ ., 
--,,~.,-

D-236 BnTC'c JstBn .!~ \',fl Pied Hper u6.8 
D-230 :UnTae 2ncl.Bn L (jh Sudden Death uS.8 
D-206 BnTr.c 3rdBn 3rd vTnrehouse 42.9 
D-l92 Reg t,tJ1.:.tc hth Marines ThickSkinned 40, i 

3. The following cnU 8i[,:ns will be used by Co B (nein) J 3 ,.', i{ec'Jrl En.: 

L'la toon Hendqu1.lrters - l!L'.NDfu'\KE 
1st Squad .. 11D'uiTE 
2nd Squad - :d-lA.NTOM 

By command of 
JL~1ES L. COl'ii'TON 
Comm;:.nder, Recon GroUr) Alfa 

/;/:;-fjc(. --- ~., '. 
~e~ati~Officer 

7 ENCLOSURE '1f5' 
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GROUP ALFACONFIDENTILI
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201100H "ct 1965

Annex I (Frequency Assignment Table) to Group Order 21-65

l. The following frequencies are assigned for use:

FREQUENCYESCODE LET STATIONS

38.8Plt/TeamsD-182 Intra-Patrol command
N..3Plt/TeamsD-218 Alternate
42.6White GoldD-42 Helicopter Command
51.0D--255 Relay
40.1RosemontLCD-197

for emergency use only:2. The following frequencies are

FREQUENCIESCALL SIGNCODE it NET MARCH TION

46.81stBn fron Pied PiperD-236 BnTec
45.82ndBn 4th Sudden DeathDnTacD-230
42.9WarehouseD-206 3rdBn 3rdBnTac
40.14th Marines ThickSkinnedRegtTacD-192

3. The following call signs will be used by Cc B (Rein), 300 Recon Bn.:

Platoon Headquarters - MANDRAKE
- PIRATE1st Squad
- THANTOM2nd Squad

By command of
JAMES L. COMPTON
Commander, Recon Group Alfa

Richard

y. R. GARDNER
Operations Officer

ENCLOSURE 14317
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Annex F (Reports) to Gronp O)'der 2./-~,~' 

31 tHep 

8:.<lute 

Contnct 

Compromise 

Dep<1rturc 

Arrivnl 

Chanr,ing 
Position 

Casue.lties 

j·'J.atoOl1S Every 6 hours 

Teams 1 1'1 ts. Each occurren(){) 
(nE'lay) 

Tei'ms, l'lts. 
(Ii el[l~') 

Teams, l'lts, 
(R.;lny) 

Teams, flts. 
(Rclny) 

Teams, PIts, 
(Relay) 

Tenms, PIts. 
(Relay) 

Teams, PIts. 
(Relay) 

Each clccurrcnc€ 

]~nch occurrenoe 

;;:0.0 h oec L'll'l'enCe 

Each occurrence 

'i/' ,'T'~S 
" ".--

Use code 

·;'.6 ,:Jrr:a t: do 
TL) t ',}:~e report 
t,itle 

" \I 11 

USt;! code 

UsE! code 

Use cor'r'.nd 
thrust ::'J. '.0 

Usr code 

II 

U~. code for type 
<J.i . person, give 
c., "(mt of injury 
:11. "loar 

2. All tenm8 will monitor for 15 minutes at 0200, 1000 ow' ) 0:;00 ddly 
for possible- rElay, 

3. It will be assumed th1\t n team ha.s no radio contnct if a . ched~led 
report is n'Jt Hade vT:i.thin two hours of time required. Rec(')vcl'Y procedures 
will be ini ti~n,ed nt thin time. 

v 

By commnnd of 
JAMES L. COl'-ffTON 
Commander, Recon Group tlfn 

,-' 
I :' .' ,/'" 

Y/!C" (~[~~~~£.t.".~ .. ,--___ . 

,/ ~r. R. CJ.t11·~:\ 
,'Opera,,1o!1'5 Officer 

/ / / .. , 

/ 
CONFIDENTL\L .~~ 
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Annex F (Reports) to Group Order 21-65

1. Reports Required:

ESREPORTING UNIT PERIOD ON FREQUENCYREPORT

Use codeEvery 6 hoursPlatoonsSitRep

One ormat: doEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Salute
not use report(Relay)
title

11 11 11 11

Each occurrenceTeams, ilts.Contact
(Relay)

Use codeEach occurrenceTeams, ilts.Compromise
(Relay)

Use codejuch occurrenceTeams, Plts.Departure
(Relay)

Use cor' andCach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Arrival
thrust line

(Relay)

Usr codeEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Changing
(Relay)Position

Us code for typeEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Casualties
ar person, give(Relay)
e. 'ent of injury
j1 clear

2. All teams will monitor for 15 minutes at 0200, 1000 and 1500 daily

for possible relay.

3. It will be assumed that a team has no radio contact if a cheduled

report is not made within two hours of time required. Recovery procedures

will be initiated at this time.

By command of

JAMES L. COMPTON

Commander, Recon Group Alfa

J. R. CARDNER
Operations Officer

CONFIDENTIAL
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Annex G (supporting :~rms) to Gl'~",i,p 'Order 

a. 3rdBn ( .. )(Re:in), 12th u).~ ) r".' ~.ilery groupm<!nt'ls providing 
support for this QPGro.tion. (I.t J' i .. :. "ar and on(,'l T'latoop of l"mm 
howi tzGrs have been plllced in cL ~(,;t SLt~)rO!'t. 

b. lstWM provides armed hc ... ,tcop~ \1.r ld oloa.e (\';1.1' sdppor,t·~ requir­
ed. Beginning R-Dny at J,.o.15 minuter;) ~tnlary{:l.h('l ~ir £~Pi;{):rt;ts on oa.11. 

2. ~XECU!l0N 

6. Be prepared to call nnd r,6~ast -.:,. ... y ~,'-l+.~r;'i' :'·iroi~er.,::~aged 'or dis­
covered in order ta facilitnte ·~it:1dra'\-lnl ..:mdr¢c~lYety. 

b. Be prepar.'cd t.o c('.l1 and direct air when;t\va~nble . ,c) fAoilitate 
withdrawnl and reoovery. 

c. Be prcpnred to call Dnd adjust air or artillery on important 
targets of opp'Jrtunity as discovered. 

d. Coox;dinntins Instructi~ns 

(1) Supporting fires will be request~ed and adjusted through ~}1e 
recon rerart net. 

(2) Linison Offioer ,~ill relay requests D,nd adjustmcltslmm '( 
iately to 4th }liarines FSCC to P,1SS to 3rdBil,12th MarinesFDC or·MAG .. l, 
as appropri,,:te. 

(3) If nn /:\ir strike is requested and npproved, the team request ... 
mg. the miss:L:m \1ill displny a single red panel at :its POI'$:i,t;i.o,n :when air­
craft are on stutiQn, 

By c.OJM)and.of 
~AMEs L. COMrTON 
Co~ficler, Recan Group Alia 

L I . -'~- " 
. I' I "'.~ • J :!. , \_ , .... ~ , z-: ~ <t ". ""--...,---. 

~ R"~DNEtt ,\9perahJ~~s Orficer 
! 

.I 
;./ \,.... 
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Annex G (Supporting Arms) to Group Order

1. GENERAL

illery groupment is providinga. 3rdBn (-)(Rein), 12th Mar
User and one platoon of 155mmsupport for this operation.

howitzers have been placed in d. cit support.

b. 1stMAW provides armed hellcopters and close air support as requir-

ed. Beginning R-Day at L-15 minutes, artifildry and air support is on call.

2. EXECUTION

6. Be prepared to call and adjust or Villery fire if engaged or dis-

covered in order to facilitate withdrawal and recovery.

b. Be prepared to call and direct air when available is facilitate

withdrawal and recovery.

C. Be prepared to call and adjust air or artillery on important

targets of opportunity as discovered.

d. Coordinating Instructions

(1) Supporting fires will be requested and adjusted through the

recon report net.

(2) Liaison Officer will relay requests and adjustments immed

iately to 4th Marines FSCC to pass to 3rdBn, 12th Marines FDC or MAG-1.

as appropriate.

(3) If an air strike is requested and approved, the team request-

ing the mission will display a single red panel at its position when air-

craft are on station.

By command of
JAMES L. COMPTON
Commander, Recon Group Alfa

and

J. R. GARDNER
Operations Officer

CONFIDENTIAL
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M. 
RECON ottOUP A]]~\ -. 

3rd Reoonnaissanoe Battalion 
3rdMarine Division, III Mar~~ A~hibious Force 

c/o F,PO, San Frp' "cisoo,:, '96601 ' 

From: Commanding Officer' 
To: Commanding Officer, 3rd Reoonnaissanoe B~ttalion 

Subj: Patrol Report, Operation 21 .. 6$, .. 21-23 October 1965 

Ref: (a) DivO ,3480.1 ... 
(b). Recon Group Ali'a Orde~' ,21-65 
(c) Map: Vietnam, 1:50,O:X)Tri Binh 67$7 IU,'Series L7J:'. 

Enc1:(1) Patrol Route Qverlay 

i J ,',;.' 

1. In acoordanoe with referenoe (a), the following report is submitted. 

2. Units participating in Operation 21-651 

2nd Platoon, Co B (Rein), 3rdReconnaissance Battalion 
. . 

.' . ' j. 

). a. General Review of Si~nifioant Events. M1sSions to oonduct an area 
reconnaissance iii the vaney area extendW west and south1~e~t from coord­
inates BT 420021 to BT 39000, to report V1et Cong troop mo', ~~;nent and posit­
ionse 2nd Platoon landed in LZ Hong Kong (BT409029')' at 2113jOH and moved 
to a harbor 51 te at BT 409026. An OP was establlshcdforthe ',remtd.t.a1J3g" . 
hours of daylight, observing south and sout1:lwest with no s~ht1ngs. The 
patrol Il10ved out at 220415H and followed the patrol route (see Patrol Route· 
Overlay, Enolosure (1»). Abandoned h~bor sites were found along the route. 
(See Enclosure (1». The patrolrendelvoused and harbored at BT 4040:'.2 
from 221130a to 2)0810H with nep.~t1~e oontact. The patrol continued along 
the prescribed route (see Enclv.·ure.(l», locat,1ng B:f:x (6) abandoned ha~'bor 
sites, but with no ene~ contac"'.,. ' The patrol 'kas retraoted at. 2)1200H .rom 
LZ Singapore (BT39)OO5). Six ,~iv11ians were observed, abandoned harbc::: . 
sites were located at BT 41)0)0, ','£!T414028, BT 41302~, BT 40802), BT 406017, 
BT 40$045, BT 404012 and along tte +I'ail between BT'40)01)and BT 394006. 
There were no other· significant. s;~·"~·~tings or events. The follOWing is a 
chronological listing of s1gnit'~. ~~:. ~-'events: , , 

211330H. He1ilift comp~,'e at BT 409029. 
, 

2ll530H. Harbor site' and OP estab11shedat BT 409026. 

220415B. Deported harbor site. 
, ' 

220$45H. Disoovered harbor site at BT 4130)0. 
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RECON GROUP ALFA
3rd Reconnaissance Battalion

3rd Marine Division, III Marine Amphibious Force

c/o FPO, San Fraucisco, 96601

3/JRG/rjm
24 nct 1965

From: Commanding Officer
Commanding Officer, 3rd Reconnaissance BattalionTo:

Subj: Patrol Report, Operation 21-65, 21-23 October 1965

(a) Divo 3480.1Ref:
(b) Recon Group Alfa Order 21-65
(c) Map: Vietnam, 1:50,000 Tri Binh 6757 III, Series L702

Encl: (1) Patrol Route Overlay

1. In accordance with reference (a), the following report is submitted.

2. Units participating in Operation 21-65:

2nd Platoon, Co B (Rein), 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion

3. a. General Review of Significant Events. Mission: to conduct an area

reconnaissance in the valley area extending west and southwest from coord-

inates BT 420021 to BT 390005 to report Viet Cong troop mo. ement and posit-

ions. 2nd Platoon landed in LZ Hong Kong (BT 409029) at 211330H and moved

to a harbor site at BT 409026. An OP was established for the remaining

hours of daylight, observing south and southwest with no sightings. The

patrol moved out at 220415H and followed the patrol route (see Patrol Route

Overlay, Enclosure (1)). Abandoned harbor sites were found along the route.

(See Enclosure (1)). The patrol rendervoused and harbored at BT 404022

from 221730H to 230810H with negative contact. The patrol continued along

the prescribed route (see Enclu ure (1)), locating six (6) abandoned ha bor

sites, but with no enemy contact, The patrol was retracted at 231200H rom

LZ Singapore (BT 393005). Six civilians were observed, abandoned harbo

sites were located at BT 413030, BT 414028, BT 413023, BT 408023, BT 406017,

BT 405045, BT 404012 and along the +rail between BT 403013 and BT 394006.

There were no other significant sightings or events. The following is a

chronological listing of signific 2 events:

211330H. Helilift comp." 'e at BT 409029.

211530H. Harbor site and OP established at BT 409026.

220415H. Departed harbor site.

220545H. Discovered harbor site at BT 413030.

43
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II 
220600H. Discovered har1oi.· 8,,+'e atBT 414028, to aCJomodate 4-6 

men. 

22064SH. The' patrol split 5.nto two Wli ts and 1'0110' rid the toutes 
as shown in Enclosure (1). 

22081SH. Discoyer~d harbor site at BT 413023. It could accomodate 
300-400 men. Nine campsites located. 

, . 

220900H. Disc~ella harbor site at BT 407023. It could accomodate 
12-16 men in five (5) diffe.rent areaa. . 

221200H. Discovered harbor site at BT 407017. It could accomodate 
14-18 men. Two (2) campfites found. . 

221100H. Discovered harbor site at BT 404012. It could aCCO~,l()0.F.~e 
30-36 men. Five (S) campfires f,-'tmd. ',. 

2217.30H. Harbored at 13T '-+04012. 

2,306,30H. Established OF at BT 403012, No sight1ngs, 

230810H. Moved out of har'cor 81 te along patrol route (see Enclosure 
(1)). Between BT 403013 and BT 3~' J06,the patrol disoovered six (6) htll' .. 
bor sites aocomodating 4-6 men e&cn. 

231100H. Arrived at LZ Ss..ngapore (BT 39.3005>.. 
. 

,. ',' 231200H. Retracted from LZSingapore. 

b. Commander's Evaluation bf, S;i.@1ficant Events 

(1) There were no Viet Cong in the area of reconnf . .I.3sance r.luring 
the duration of the patrol. 

(2) The route "lead'ing from the My Son/Tu Chanh area (BT 3601) east 
to Dong Co. (BT 4001) has n~t. been used by a large number of people i.n the 
last five (5). da.~s. ,til ...... '1:' . ~ • , 

(3) During the monsoon season, this method of ,operat;':m if; satis­
factory beoause of the limited visibility. The lengt~ pf the oper~tion is 
good because it allows ,the"patrol members to operate at;, the peak oj' effic:l.en­
oy throughout the patrol. 

(4) The al"ea.-patrol me"'" ')d j.s limited in results becaus'e it is 
able to observe any',;one area f(.,(' only a small amount of time. 

", • , ' , " ~ ":":1 

(5) Because the Viet CO:lg move qu1cl~ly when seen, the area reCl,);­
naissance patrol must have the capabi.lity ·of not only' f1nping and fixing, 
but also of meeting with and dest;.'o;ying the enemy. 

(6) Night patrolling is'~'ective only as .a means of moving from 
one position to another because :... '~hc limited observat1on possible. 

(7) Many patrDl members suffered from immersion foot and fungus 
,due to flladequatAs. __ 

" .. 2~. 
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220600H. Discovered harloor site at BT 414028, to accomodate 4-6

men.

220645H. The patrol split into two units and follo ed the routes

as shown in Enclosure (1).

220815H. Discovered harbor site at BT 413023. It could accomodate

300-400 men. Nine campsites located.

220900H. Discovered harbor site at BT 407023. It could accomodate

12-16 men in five (5) different areas.

221200H. Discovered harbor site at BT 407017. It could accomodate

14-18 men. Two (2) campfires found.

221700H. Discovered harbor site at BT 404012. It could accorodabe

30-36 men. Five (5) campfires found.

22173OH. Harbored at BT 404012.

230630H. Established OP at BT 403012. No sightings.

230810H. Moved out of harbor site along patrol route (see Enclosure

(1)). Between BT 403013 and BT 3) 06, the patrol discovered six (6) har-

bor sites accomodating 4-6 men each.

231100H. Arrived at LZ Singapore (BT 393005).

231200H. Retracted from LZ Singapore.

b. Commander's Evaluation of Significant Events

(1) There were no Viet Cong in the area of reconnalssance during

the duration of the patrol.

(2) The route leading from the My Son/Tu Chanh area (BT 3601) east

to Dong Co (BT 4001) has not been used by a large number of people in the
Asses

last five (5) days.

(3) During the monsoon season, this method of operati on is satis-

factory because of the limited visibility. The length of the operation is

good because it allows the patrol members to operate at the peak of efficien-

cy throughout the patrol.

(4) The area-patrol me+ od is limited in results because it is

able to observe anytone area for only a small amount of time.

(5) Because the Viet Cong move quickly when seen, the area recon-

naissance patrol must have the capability of not only finding and fixing

but also of meeting with and destroying the enemy.

(6) Night patrolling is `lective only as a means of moving from

the limited observation possible.one position to another because

(7) Many patrol members suffered from immersion foot and fungus

due to inadequate boots.

-2-.
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c. Recommenda.tions. It is recorr~-nnded tha.t the helio(;i?;~ers m(~et 
their time scheaule~ This opel'stionwas postponed h;ice for a. total of 
one hour and thirty minutes .. the first time with a five m1nu':,€ nOi:.if1cat1on, 
the second time with no notification tot,bp unit being lti'ted~ 

J ) 

,',/ f~' I'" . " .. , .~ ... --;,-"'--

,r..",,' '~' "''''~''~/'''''''' 
JAMB'S L. COMPTON 

CAptain U.S, Marine Oorps 
Oommander, Recon Group Alfa 
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C. Recommendations. It is recommended that the helicophers meet
their time schedule. This operation was postponed twice for a total of
one hour and thirty minutes - the first time with a five minute notification,
the second time with no notification to the unit being lifted.

buyJAMES L. COMPTON
Captain U.S. Marine Corps

Commander, Recon Group Alfa
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Patro~ Debr1efinSt ?eeration 21:22 

2nd Plt., Co B, 3rd Recon Bn. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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.. >" 
e~e . on Group Alfa 

01--1 Lai, Viet Nam 
231900H Oct 196$ 

Lt. NASH, Sgt. HUTSON, Sgt. BARTLETT, Cpl. RHODE, Cpl. ORalS, Cpl. STONE, 
LOpl. WHITNEY, LOpl. MCCARTHY, LCpl.WIttIAMS, Pio. nOlERS, pre. lANE, 

Pfo. JONES, Pio. MILLIEN, Pre. AINSlEY, Pte, lANG, Pfe. POIACK, Pte. \,.mo.'i., 
1iM3 PICKETT. 

MISSION: Area re~pnnaissance of the valley e~tending from ooord BT 4l902~ 

to BT j89004, inel~ding Dong Co village, ' 

, ',,' ',' 
~, " ' 

~ 2U300H left Company CP by be;Uco·:)ter and landed at I-q:z ,HQ~ Kong ooord 

BT,,409029. At 20~330H, 2nd Plato(.~~ ;'·;7ued upwitJ+ ,the lst',Pla:toon for coord­

ination, then moved Pl,l,t separateJ.7 /;."o'n tIle 1st Platoon. 'AtHLZ .+'ound a 30) 

oartridge with maiki.l\gs W on it. At 2 11340 H, moved out to harbc)J:" site' at, 

ooord BT409027"and ~et up for the night,~ e,stablish1ng 1 ott whioh WLS' manned 

unt:l,l d~k. N,,~"QjI~~ .sighted from ~" or. A dudlOS~hell was sighted at 

ooord, BT4l~t21.;At, ~6400H,the platoon' J:noved'out and through -tM' 1St Pl9.~ 
om to the rice paddY.to the east, then along the etlgeof the rioe paddy to 

the sout,heast" A harbor site was located at coord BT 4130;0. At ooord BT 

4~029, another hWbor site ''las s'1ghtecl. It, oontained a gre(·m p~ncho and a' 
'P1ec~ ,of.,metal ~pprox1ma~ly 3 teet long and 2 feet wide. Tile metal was 

very ligilt in we 19ht anclone 111M felt it OQuldbe some type n.t' ptlckboard, 

although 'there sQemed.to':berio plaoe to attach straps, The,' Juad 'loatler . 

felt it m1ght be a piece of metal from an airetaft. It wa.s' s11v~r-1n color. 

Another 'pieoe of met·a.~ was .r,oundapproximate1y B£eet away, :rt'was a:ppl'ox- ' 

imately 3/8, thch t;n~b~,· approximately 8 1n¢he~. by 10 inohe~. ' TW,o benohes' ' 

about S inohes h1ghJlppea~dto be made of 2"X101l wO"o'd W:e~'f.oUAd at the same 

harborsite. The platoon mQved down and across the trail 'at the edge of the 

p.addy'to atrallj,unot1on takmg the south trail, andfo.llbw1n:~"it to oGord 

BT 419022, where an~ther trail junot~on :W~S loo.ated. A :squad '( .. ) oontinued 

south along the edge9fthe r1oepad~yto' the~outh end <or the rice'paddy. 

At ooord Dr 413019·, iihey ·foundthE\t.tnehou$~$. notedonthelQaP are no longer 

'Physioal~ located in that area.Frc>m there~~:,so\.q\dsOf voices ooul<i be heard 

from ooord BT 41,019. Investign" ·.on sho'toled that 6 people (2 men, 3 women and 

1 boy) were working in the paddy. From there, the squad(-) moved to cC'd 

BT 414014 ,where they discovered a streatnthatdoe$not'shOw on the map. ':'e 

stream ran ,frOm ftpri;h to south. ,There were ,no trails 1n the 1rnmediatetu'ea of 

the stream. At 22l.0tX)H,the squad ste.rte~ ,baok tuong :tl'le"trail.on ,the su'ith 

side. 0,£ the rioe 'padcly. ' At ooord BT 412016, a dud: ~a.s f,olind.' ,It ,appeared. to 

be a. 1$0 pound bomb. ,It was apprpx1mately24inches.aong alid6 inches in .: " 

diameter. It had,:a tl}innl.etal sle(;ve that covered all eltoe'Pt~"out 1 inoh:'~\)f 
• . • ,',', .'r r.'f;:';: . , . ' _ • 

the rear-enc1,and stopped;:where the fuze eo_lt~ed 'at th,efront.' 'At 'coord BT 

408014, a small s,t;1,clcc:orral abo)1t40, feet. long by 6 feet'~de wi~h stioks 

across th.~ ~iaJ! 1~ pamouflage was'tDUnd. ~Itd1d not, appear to have 

been, recently ~s~ ,', ~pi"Ox1mately 25 meters wes"twasah:o.l1se t~t 'haa-reoeiv­

ed an almost d'5.reothit with a napa.lJJl bomb. 2 positions were dUe in unliel':-a 

big rock with c~ment 'B~bs e.PPX'Gximately2i f~et th~ok '8l)d 2~ ftet wide by 

3i feet long, wt4t.h c..ould be useCi: ,to OOVer the hole entnance. The hole ,was 

large enough to aceomodate approximately 3 people. 

If ENCLOSURE (tjJ} 
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Re . Group Alfa
City Lai, Viet Nam
231900H Oct 1965

Patrol Debriefing, Operation 21-65

2nd Plt., Co B, 3rd Recon Bn.

Lt. NASH, Sgt. HUTSON, Sgt. BARTLETT, Cpl. RHODE, Cpl. ORRTS, Cpl. STONE,

LCpl. WHITNEY, LCpl. MCCARTHY, LCpl. WILLIAMS, Pfc. ROGERS, Pfc. LANE,

Pfc. JONES, Pfc. MILLIEN, Pfc. AINSLEY, Pfc. LANG, Pfc. POLACK, Pfc. CHO',

HM3 PICKETT.

MISSION: Area reconnaissance of the valley extending from coord BT 41902

to BT 389004, including Dong Co village.

211300H left Company CP by hellicopter and landed at HLZ Hong Kong coord

BT 409029. At 201330H, 2nd Platocn ned up with the 1st Platoon for coord-

ination, then moved out separately krom the 1st Platoon. At HLZ found a 303

cartridge with markings WRA on it. At 21134OH, moved out to harbor site at

coord BT 409027 and set up for the night, establishing 1 OP which Was manned

until dark. Not sighted from the OP. A dud 105 shell was sighted at

coord BT 411027. At 220400H, the platoon moved out and through the 1st Plate

oon to the rice paddy to the east, then along the edge of the rice paddy to

the southeast. A harbor site was located at coord BT 413030. At coord BT

414029, another harbor site was sighted. It contained a green poncho and a

piece of metal approximately 3 feet long and 2 feet wide. The metal was

very light in weight and one man felt it could be some type of packboard,

although there seemed to be no place to attach straps. The : quad leader

felt it might be a piece of metal from an aircraft. It was silver in color.

Another piece of metal was found approximately 8 feet away, It was approx-

imately 3/8 inch thick, approximately 8 inches by 10 inches. Two benches

about 5 inches high appeared to be made of 2"X10" wood were found at the same

harbor site. The platoon moved down and across the trail at the edge of the

paddy to a trail junction taking the south trail, and following it to coord

BT 419022, where another trail junction was located. A squad (-) continued

south along the edge of the rice paddy to the eouth end of the rice paddy.

At coord BT 413019, they found that the houses noted on the map are no longer

physically located in that area. From there, sounds of voices could be heard

from coord BT 415019. Investiga" .on showed that 6 people (2 men, 3 women and

1 boy) were working in the paddy. From there, the squad (-) moved to CC

BT 414014 where they discovered a stream that does not show on the map. 'he

stream ran from north to south. There were no trails in the immediate area of

the stream. At 221000H, the squad started back along the trail on the south

side of the rice paddy. At coord BT 412016, a dud was found. It appeared to

be a 150 pound bomb. It was approximately 24 inches long and 6 inches in

diameter. It had a thin metal sleeve that covered all except about 1 inch of

the rear end and stopped where the fuze commenced at the front. At coord BT

408014, a small stick corral about 40 feet long by 8 feet wide with sticks

across the top camouflage was found. It did not appear to have

been redently used. Approximately 25 meters wes't was a house that 'had' receiv-

ed an almost direct hit with a napalm bomb. 2 positions were dug in under a

big rock with cement slabs approximately 2 feet thick and 2 feet wide by

312 feet long, which could be used to cover the hole entnance. The hole was

large enough to accomodate approximately 3 people.

14 ENCLOSURE (43)
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'the hC?le was approxima'wly 3 fee'~', deep. Approx~/),te,iY 7Cm~terR north­
eastof,the house uass.'rocketcenit">er from au!PE air¢rQf"" ,'At c.oordBT 
40701,3, the squad $et up an OPat 221330n..'.t221!1\'l1, tAelu~d mwed out 
from the OP'end'l!9voo,-down the t.!'ai.l. to. coo.rc BT 4.04012 .,~d ~.3cked )ut the 
immediate arefl, to the~ front and rejoined Ule p~atoon a~;2.3l64)H. The 2nd 
squad (Rein), moved out along the trail to coord 1ST 4111023. a,..J ;~heclced outs. . 
draw which c,ontained a harbor s1 tebig enouth '1;.0 accomodatie ";;':bto 400 troops. 
It was well ),.aid oU,t and appeared to 1 (\Te ~ee'nrecently oo'cup.i."'d wi t,hin the 
last two weeks, judging by footprints'and cooking rh',s.:" ,:Th~r('wer( approx-
imately 9 individual cq.OkinG fire re.ma.i.ntf lOC. ,at.e4ip,~,!-h .. , •. :; €. a: 19n9 .the .east 
side ,of a stream. At coord BT 40$024, the squad foundJ"\railb;lee:d.ing south 
from the rice paddy,andseveralsrna.llplaoes t.h6t could 'be usedtox' harbor 
sites •. At 221100H, ~l;le platoon retraced ,their ()rigiti'~1<~,~ute nlongL., ri.ce 
paddy tq coord BT 410021 and then sOuthwe6t/t~. ooord::B'r tto?O:l7 ''Where <. 8".11 
harbor site was located withtheema1.nsof ~fires and'wi:)uld"e,cbomO(3,'·'.te ',$ to 
20people. Fromthe~e, the Bquav,~ontinu~d on s~~thwestto$~;rir-11stl'( r l at 
coord ,BT 4060l6andat coord BT LC,015 found a har.bor site consisting 01 ~ old 
lean-to type structure about 8 feet by 10 feet •. Se:veraJ;Qrol;:~npowls ane: (:ans 
were visible and the. area had heen iionlqed. vrithin.the la.st'!llopth.' At coo~' l BT 
404012, the squad joined the 1st r'l. ".rf',ahdhar\)o~~d fot,tUe'nigh't in an oM 
harbor site that could hold apprp:;" '1"GCJ.Y '+0 peo~le. At::a3()64$" an OPwas 
establtshed to observe the paddy:.:. :t.he squt,h. }'othing'~as. obsevved. 'At 
2)0730H, at, at>prox~matecoord;inat.\:;:, BX L;::>,OlL, smoke. was~'~Ei.ighte~ 5n one, putf, 
approximatelY!30 feet high. Then .• ~o mo:diwas sighted.:/\:"" 2308.PPdl the plat­
oori,~oved southwest and located .sixpos~1.b,le harbor ~,it~'~:'fI<omc~ord BT L03'013 
to 13T, .J9400q. ,', These ,harbor sites :cpuld'a:c'c.oniod4te6to'~g people. There were 
approximately 18 others that didn't appear to ~e;V(3 b~~l;l.'J~*ed, : :QP~harbors1te 
contained 2 sticks with 4 or $ pall~.;t~ la.id ao~o.~sth\3Il}:~~ l,?pr?~im8;te ooord 
BT 402011. Atooord BT 400009 1 .the pltltool1 noted. a pile(~~'"i~:e~Qr.el1lertt, 
wh1qh appeared to he ,only' a few houl's old.. 'At~'J.lOO.Hi the latQop,arriV'ed 
at BLZ. Singapor,e at ab,ard ET, 393005 •. SQ!ne p".r.tso'ithepadr ,8shad been 1. 

~a.rvested ,ariq 3 water buU'alos w-ere in th~ .P~ddyunatten~~d~ A''WOY' ''11 basket 
wa,s found approximately 3 feet long and~l:I(Jl)tw-j,dQ, wi~h~. shou1-derstrap. 
A stack of rice bundles.with a. poncho over,it ,wa~!.laying.on ';.he,.dik~. At the 
southwest corner of the rice paddy werewhatappe~:red to be ht'.:r'bor sites tha.t 
wouldacc.omodate at least 50 people. ~ne southeast end ot th\.' padd~r appeared 
to have been bombed. At 231200H, the platoon was l"etC'ao~dby hel1.~opter·· 
and returned to the o0IlJ.pany OP, . "t- ,:,.:;: .• ' 

'. ;,. 
... ?~ 
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The hole was approximately 3 fee deep. Approximately 7C meters north-
east of the house was a rocket canis er from a UHLE aircraft At coord BT

407013, the squad set up an OP at 221330H. 221445H, moved outquadthe

from the OP and moved down the trail to cooro BT 404012 and ecked out the

immediate area to their front and rejoined the platoon at 231645H. The 2nd

squad (Rein), moved out along the trail to coord BT 414023 a. d checked out a

draw which contained a harbor site big enouth to accomodate 050 to 400 troops.
It was well laid out and appeared to 1 We been recently occupied within the

last two weeks, judging by foutprints and cooking fir S. There wer approx-

imately 9 individual cooking fire remains located in the trea long the east

side of a stream. At coord BT 405024, the squad found 3 trails leading south

from the rice paddy, and several small places that could be used for harbor
sites. At 221100H, the platoon retraced their original route along rice

paddy to coord BT 410021 and then southwest to coord BT 407017 where a Sm 11
harbor site was located with the emains of 2 fires and would accomod te 5 to

20 people. From there, the squac continued on southwest to a small stre at
coord BT 406016 and at coord BT 4 5015 found a harbor site consisting 01 old

lean-to type structure about 8 feet by 10 feet. Several broken bowls and cans
were visible and the. area had been bombed within the last month. At COOL 7 BT

and harbored for the night in an old404012, the squad joined the 1st
bely 40 people. At 230645, an OP washarbor site that could hold appro

the south. Nothing was observed. Atestablished to observe the paddy
230730H, at approximate coordinat BT 403014, smoke was sighted in one puff,

approximately 30 feet high. Then no more was sighted. At 23080011, the plat-
oon moved southwest and located six possible harbor sites from coord BT 403013
to BT 394006. These harbor sites could accomodate 6 to 10 people. There were

approximately 18 others that didn't appear to have been used. One harbor site

contained 2 sticks with 4 or 5 pall ts laid across them at oproximate coord

BT 402011. At coord ET 400009, the platoon noted a pile of iman excrement,
which appeared to be only a few hours old. At 231100H, the latoon arrived

at HLZ Singapore at coord BT 393005. Some parts of the pad: es had been

harvested and 3 water buffalos were in the paddy unattended. A WOV n basket

was found approximately 3 feet long and 1 fout wide with shoulder strap.
A stack of rice bundles with a poncho over it was laying on the dike. At the

southwest corner of the rice paddy were what appeared to be harbor sites that

would accomodate at least 50 people. .ne southeast end of the padd appeared
to have been bombed. At 231200H, the platoon was retracted by helicopter
and returned to the company CP.
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21063QH Ootober 1965 

CONFIDENTIAL 

GRo.UP o.RDER J3. ~,' ~t 
Ref. (ba) BrLfulO 

() Map. Vietnam 1150,000 ANa. L7o.l, sheets 6757 .111 and 6756 IV 

Time Zone. H 

Task o.rg~zationl 1st :Platoon, "0"00 (Rein), 1st Reoonnaissanoe J3a.tt.!'J&.qn 

1. SITUATION 

at Enrurw Foroes, See ourrent Intsums~ As brl~fed. ' 

b. Friendly Foroes. See ourren~ Ope~B. As briefed. 

o. ~prnents: and Detaohments. None 

2. ~§S!ON, To conduot reoonna1s~ano~ and ~urveillanoe in grid square 
BS 4692 .E' to BS 509'~ to determine if a rwoored VO battalion has occupied 
this goneral area. Report all Viet Oong movement and looations. 

,"' r ': ,. ~ 

}. EXECUTION 

a. Conoept. lst 1>la toon, CO "C" will land at L-hour on R-day in 
Landing Zone Trojan and roove into positions as shown on 'Ann$X A (Opor .. 
ations Overlay). OP's will bo manned on R+l and R+2. The patrol will 
be reoovered at W .. hour on R+3 from Landi~g . Zone Spartan. 

b. Co "c" ( .. )CRein}. 

(1) Maintain a liaison team in the 7th Marines 000 fromL-l 
on R-day to completion of reoovery on R+,. 

(2) ~rovide a radio relay team on OP Hl. 
c. Ooord.;i;nating Instruotions 

(1) It-Day is .2f! de" '1965. 

(2) L-Hour is ________ 3.965. 

W .. Hour is _________ 1965', (:~) 

(4) 

(5) 
]5 479925. 

Landing Zone 'Trojan is looo.tedat ooordinates BS '4889}1. 

Alterna.te Landing Zono Vild.ng is looated at,i,ooord1no.tes 

(6) 
BS 510.928. 

Piok :up Landing Zone Spartan is looated ,a1,; ooordinates 
• ., > \.,.. • } !. ( ,.) ~ 
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RECON GROUP ALPHA:CONFIDENTIAL
CHU LAI, VIET NAM
210630H October 1965

GROUP ORDER 22-65

Reft (a) Bn.OpO
(b) Map: Vietnam 1:50,000 AMS, L701, sheets 6757 III and 6756 IV

Time Zone: H

Task Organization: 1st Platoon, "1" Co (Rein), 1st Reoonnaissance Battalion

1. SITUATION

a. Enemy Forces. See current Intsums. As briefed.

b. Friendly Forces. See current Opsums. As briefed.

C. Attachments and Detachments, None

2. MISSION. To conduct reconnaissance and surveillance in grid square
BS 4892 .E to BS 5093 to determine if a rumored VC battalion has occupied
this general area, Report all Viet Cong movement and locations.

3. EXECUTION

a. Concept. 1st Platoon, Co "O" will land at L-hour on R-day in

Landing Zone Trojan and move into positions as shown on Annex A (Oper-
ations Overlay). OP's will be manned on R+1 and R+2. The patrol will
be recovered at W-hour on R+3 from Landing Zone Spartan.

b. Co "C" (-)(Rein).

(1) Maintain a liaison team in the 7th Marines COC from L-1
on R-day to completion of recovery on R+3.

(2) Provide a radio relay team on OP #1.

C. Coordinating Instructions

(1) R-Day is 24 OCT 1965.

(2) L-Hour is 1965.

(3) W-Hour is 1965.

(4) Landing Zone Trojan is located at coordinates BS 488931.

(5) Alternate Landing Zono Viking is located at coordinates
BS 479925.

(6) Pick up Landing Zone Spartan is located at ooordinates
BS 510928.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Chief. 

(1) Platoon Ooll1Illl.nder will brief h:ie platoon in detail on R-l. 

(8) Debriefing will be oonduoted by the Group Alpha. Intelligeno~ 

(9) Standing rule's of Obgageinent will apply and will. Qe ob,served. 

(10) The platoon will avoid oontaot or compromise by indigenQus 

personnel. , 
'. -l" 

(11) Ene~ sightings will be =eportod immediately by sALUTE form, 

(12) CiVillian JlDvoment will be, reoorded, but not reported by 

radio unless unusue.1. . . '. " .. : ", , ' :,. ";'".' ,,' , 

(1;) Platoon commander" will, be prepared tOI. ", .. 

taote1,o 

(n) 

(b) 

ReQ.uest reinforcenlents.~i£oontaotia ,made wi ~h the en,oll\Y. 

Recommend at~ok on':,~ large VC un! t sighted or con-

(0) R~oommend e.pprop~i~te l~ding zones for reinforoements 

or a.ttaohirlg foroes. 

(1~) EnOIl\V oonta.ot in the i'orlllpf sniping and ambush is permi ttod 

only when -~he platoon commander feola, :l,. t will not jeopardize his primarY' 
mission. ' '. , ' , 

. , 

(15) Artillery and air st~ikos will be requested as outlined 

in Annex E (Fire Support Plan). 

(16) 
at 2400. 

Thrust line. coor~nat~s are listed ~elow and ohange daily 

R-Day .. 4489 
R+l .. 459.0 
R+2 .. 4691 
R+3 .. 4792 

4. ~UMINIST~TION AND LQGI§XIOS 

a. Rations 
" 

. ". t, ., ,", 

(l) .Eaoh roan wiU oarry three (3) days mI. 

.... ' ( 

" , .... '. 

. ,I "., 

(~) ::Te~ will oarry ;t~~9,,(3) o~teenB per man. 

b. WS Md Ammuni.t~on 

(1) 120 rounds por oon. 

(2) Two (2) M-26 fra.gmElnte.tiongrtmadeBp~ril&m. ' 

'. ' 

OONFIDENTIAL 
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(7) Platoon Commander will brief his platoon in detail on R-1.

(8) Debriefing will be conducted by the Group Alpha Intelligence

Chief.

(9) Standing rules of engagement will apply and will be observed.

(10) The platoon will avoid contact or compromise by indigenous

personnel.

(11) Enemy sightings will be reported immediately by SALUTE form,

(12) Civillian movement will be recorded, but not reported by

radio unless unusual.

(13) Platoon commander will be prepared to:

(a) Request reinforcements if contact is made with the enomy.

(b) Recommend attack on any large VC unit sighted or con-

tacted.

(o) Recommend appropriate landing zones for reinforcements

or attaching forces.

(Is) Enomy contact in the form of sniping and ambush is permitted

only when the platoon commander feels it will not jeopardize his primary

mission.

(15) Artillery and air strikes will be requested as outlined

in Annex E (Fire Support Plan).

(16) Thrust line coordinates are listed below and change daily

at 2400:
R-Day - 4489
R+1 - 4590
R+2 - 4691
R+3 - 4792

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS

a. Rations

(1) Eaoh man will carry three (3) days MCI.

(2) Teams will carry threo (3) canteens per man.

b. Arms and Ammunition

(1) 120 rounds per man.

(2) Two (2) M-26 fragmentation grenades per man.

CONFIDENTIAL
2
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(3) Two (2) 11-79 granade 1aunohl)rs .. "f,i.th 18.rom.ds eaoh for the 

platoon, . ..' . •. 

o. Speoial ~ID?f.-ep.c;~i 

smoke. 
(1) Each "be<;,lil "Wlll carry one (1) red panel and one (1) yellow 

(2) Eaoh team will oarry one (1) siene,l mirror. 

0) Eaoh team will carry two (2) day/df,ht flares. 

d. Casual ti ~~ 

(1) All oo.su.e.lties will be reported immediately by oode des:i.g­

nation as described in Annex C (Reports)11 

Extent of wounds will be desoribed. (2) 

({: 

(4) 

lftinor oasual ties will be treated, but not evacuated. 

Serious ?asualtles will be evaouated by heliooptor, 

(:~": If it booomes neoessary to tako a prisoner to avoid oom­

promise 0:: the r.ri.ssion, the prisoner will be evaouat(~d on conolusion of 

tho nri.ssi"on. 

5. OOMMAN~ AND COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Pla.toon oommander will establish communioations on touoh down and 

roport every two (2) hours thereafter, 

b. The platoon will use AN/PRO.25 (if available) or AN/PRO-IO as 

a. primary means of oomrrmication. 

o. Jill/PRC-47 will be a secondary means of oornmunioa tionC:1. 

d. Challonge and password between teams will be "Down" .. "Payment". 

e. If it beoomes neoossary for a. member to re-enter friendl~r -I il1oe, 

he will reply "Reoon", if challenged, followed by name and rank. 

f. Heliooptors will be landed with roadio contaot if possible. Yellow 

s~ke will bo used to deSignate tho LZ. If. no radio oontact'is estab­

lishod, a singlo red panel will be displayod in add.! tion to yellow smoke. 

g. The follOwing shaoklo will be used by tho platoon if neoessaryl 

(1) Systom #2. AFT ERG L 0 VI S 
1 2 ~ 4 5 6 7 890 

DECLASSIFIED 
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(3) Two (2) M-79 grenade launchers with 18 rounds each for the

platoon.

C. Special Equipment

(1) Each team will carry one (1) red panel and one (1) yellow

smoke.

(2) Each team will oarry one (1) signel mirror.

(3) Each team will carry two (2) day/night flares.

d. Casualties

(1) All casualties will be reported inmediately by code desig-

nation as described in Annex C (Reports).

(2) Extent of wounds will be described.

(3) Minor casualties will be treated, but not evacuated.

(4) Serious casualties will be evacuated by helicopter.

e. Prisoners

(1) If it becomes necessary to take a prisoner to avoid com-

promise of the mission, the prisoner will be evacuated on conclusion of

the mission.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS

a. Platoon commander will establish communications on touch down and

report every two (2) hours thereafter.

b. The platoon will use AN/PRC-25 (if available) or AN/PRC-10 as

a primary means of communication.

C. AN/PRC-47 will be a secondary means of communications,

d. Challenge and password between teams will be "Down" - "Payment".

e. If it becomes necessary for a member to re-enter friendly lines,

he will reply "Reoon", if challenged, followed by name and rank.

f. Helicopters will be landed with radio contact if possible. Yellow

smoke will be used to designate the LZ. If no radio contact is estab-

lished, a single red panel will be displayed in addition to yellow smoke.

g. The following shackle will be used by the platoon if necessary:

(1) System #2: AFTERGLOWS
if

1234567890
CONFIDENTIAL
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h. COffiF¥W.d. . The pla,toonis ,under oOJ!illete ·,oontrol of, th~ pla tC0n 
oOL1Illll.nder. 

Annexesl; ... 

A - Opera.tions OvOJ~J.c,y 

B - Cornmunioo.ti"nr;; 
C - Reports 
D - Radio br&vity Code 
El - Fire Support ;t:'le.n 

J .. I:' 

4 
'. 

. By COl!lIOO.nd of 
JAmS L. COMPTON 
Oommander Recon Group A 

~r:::;~tA~ 
RIO w. Oiii~IN 

. CO, "C" Co, 1st Recon J3n 

" ),' 

CONFIDl'1NTIAL 
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h. Command. The platoon is under complete control of the platoon

commander.

Annexes:

A - Operations Overlay
B - Communications
C - Reports
D - Radio brevity Code
E - Fire Support Plan

By Command of
JAMES L. COMPTON
Commander Recon Group A

R.W.CrainT.
RJ W. CRAIN

CO, "C" Co, 1st Recon Bn

CONFIDENTIAL
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ANNEX :a (Communioations Plan) to Group Ordet' 

1. Q2n~amt 

a. This annex 1s d.esigned to provide e. oonoise lilting of all the 

oommunioation requirements that will be neoessary in most operations. It 

includes frequenoies available, and oall signs. 

2. lreQsenofes 

a. The followins frequenoies are assigned for use. 

Dep!sn.a:tor No! Stations l£.eguWiu 

1)..206 Intra .. ,Oompany Platoon/OoJll)~ 43.1 
» ... 236 Alternate fle.toon'lOollp~ 52.1 

1)..63 Single Side Band Oompani/flatoon 799' 
D-42 Helioopter Oommand. Nail File 5.10 

b. The follOwing frequtoies are provided for emergenoy use only. 

R~eiSDAtor ~~t Cont£9b Station Oall S~ F~eguenoies 

D-99 

D-1OO 

1)..184 

D-8 

'~BnTAO 

BnTAO 

Rog'1\AO 
#i 

RegTAO 
#2 

1st Bn, 7th Mar 

;rd 1m, 7th Ma.l' 

7th &r Hdqtrs 

7th 1m' Hdqtrs 

Prominenoe 41.3 Primry 
38.6 Seoondary 

Skeptio 45.2 Prima.ry 
44.8 SeoondaI7 

Starboard ~9.; 

Starboard 25;6 

o. The following frequenoies are available for relay. 

Designator ~ Oall Sisn E£eguefio1es 

1>-182 'IJ3" Reoon 

])...218 

'Soat Bravo 

Rosem:mt 

~8.8 Pr111la.rT 
44.; Alterna.te 
40.7 

.. ~ d. The following oall signs will be used by 00 "0" (Rcti.n), 1st Reoon 

Bn. 
'. C~Il'!Pa.n.x. ,llea.!lr.l.~tera - Soe.brook 

1st Platoon - Covotous , }rdPlatoon - Delioatessen 
Hdqtrs Team .. Ooors,. . 1st' Team .. Barbam r: 
1st Team - Budweieep '~dt !Ceam - Dora 

2nd Team .. HOinikOl).S ~rd. 'team - Jan 

~rd Team - LOllO Star 
4th Team - SOb1it~ .Ilr CotnnMd of 

JAMES L. COMt>TON 
Commander Raoon Group A 

too, tlo*-0:: i:1IliQkOSURE (~y) 
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ANNEX B (Communications Plan) to Group Order

1. Concept

a. This annex is designed to provide a concise listing of all the

communication requirements that will be necessary in most operations. It

includes frequencies available, and call signs.

2. Frequencies

a. The following frequencies are assigned for use:

FrequenciesStationsNetDesignator

43.1Platoon/CompanyIntra - CompanyD-208
52.1Platoon/CompanyAlternateD-236
7993Company/PlatoonSingle Side BandD-63
5.10Nail FileHelicopter CommandD-42

b. The following frequencies are provided for emergency use only:

FrequenciesCall SignControl StationNetDesignator

41.3 PrimaryProminence1st Bn, 7th MarBnTACD-99
38.6 Secondary
45.2 PrimarySkeptic3rd Bn, 7th MarBnTACD-180
44.8 Secondary
39.3Starboard7th Mar HdqtrsRegTACD-184

#1
2536Starboard7th Mar HdqtrsRegTACD-8

#2
C. The following frequencies are available for relay:

FrequenciesCall SignNet-
Designator

38.8 PrimarySoat Bravo"B" ReconD-182
44.3 Alternate
40.7RosemontDAOD-218

d. The following call signs will be used by Co "C" (Rein), 1st Recon

Bns
Company. Headquarters - Soabrook

3rd Platoon - Delicatessen1st Platoon as Covotous
1st Team - Barbara- Coors.Hdqtrs Team C

- Dora2nd Team- Budweiser1st Team
- Jan3rd Team- Hoinikons2nd Team

- Lono Star3rd Team
- Sohlitz4th Team

By Command of
JAMES L. COMPTON
Commander Recon Group A

W. CRAENCLOSURE (44)6
R.

co, "C" Co, let Recon Bh
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Annox C (Reports) to Group Order 

1. Reports Required, 

REPORT REPORTING UN.T 

SitRep Company 

SitRep Platoons 

Saluto Toams, :PIts. 
(Relay) 

Contaot ToalllS, PIts. 
, (Relay) 

Compromise ,Teams, Plts. 
(Relay) 

Arrival Toama, :Plts. 
(Relay) 

Ohanging Teams, PIts, 
Position (Relay) 

OasUAlties Teams, PIts', 
(Relay) 

DECLASSIFIED 

• RF£)ON GROUP ALPHA 
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Every 30 minutes 00 or Liaison. 

Every 2 hours 

Eaoh ooourrenoe 

Eaoh ocourrenco 

llla.oh oocurrence 

Eaoh ooourrenoe 

Each oocurrenoe 

Each occurrenoe 

Offioer 

Use format, do 
not use report 
title 

-do .. 

Use oode 

Use oode and 
thrust line 

Use oode 

Use oode for 
type and person, 
give extent of 
injury in olear 

2, All teama will monitor for 15 IlIinutes at 0200, 1000 and 1500 daily 

for possible ~elay. 

3. It will be assumed that a. team has no radio contaot 11' a SOheduled 

report is not lM.de within two hours &ftor time required. Reoovery pro­

cedures will be initiated at this time, 

By Oommandor 
JAMES L. OOMPTON 
OOMMANDER lmJON GROUP A 

R. W. CRAIN 
00, J'C" Co, 1st Reoon Bn 

J 
CONFIDENTIAL' 
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Annox C (Reports) to Group Order

1. Reports Required:
NOTES

PERIOD OF FREQUENCYREPORTING UNITREPORT
CO or Liaison

Every 30 minutes
CompanySitRep Officer

Every 2 hoursPlatoonsSitRep
Use format; do

Each occurrenceTeams, Plts.Salute not use report
(Relay) title

-do-Each occurrenceTeams, Plts.Contact
(Relay)

Use oodeEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.
Compromise

(Relay)
Use code and

Each occurrenceTeams, Plts.Arrival thrust line
(Relay)

Use codeEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Changing
(Relay)Position

Use oode forEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Casualties type and person,
(Relay) give extent of

injury in clear

2. All teams will monitor for 15 minutes at 0200, 1000 and 1500 daily

for possible relay.

3. It will be assumed that a team has no radio contact if a scheduled

report is not made within two hours after time required. Recovery pro-

cedures will be initiated at this time.

By Command of
JAMES L. COMPTON
COMMANDER RECON GROUP A

R. W. CRAIN

CO, "C" Co, 1st Recon Bn

CONFIDENTIAL
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Annex D (Hadio Brevity Code) . to' GroUp ord.~r. 
. , 

,.'f 

1. Conoept. Code words are dee~~ed to llrovide;.· "'" 

a. A means of sending short., easily undor~tood ~~sages. 

b. Some degree of radio security ~ thOut i i'e'sortilig( to a lengthy, 
diffioult to use oouple system. 

2. The following mo~sQ.g()swill. bo .sent by tho oOde words shown. 

" '" I', 

Departure from known location 
~rivod at ~as!gnod position 
Ohanging jp alt~tb.£r~qu~nqy 
Returning to ba13e ;'or oamp' " • 
W 
WU~ 

Mri" 

Engaged with eno~ 
.~ssion Compromised 
Ohocking in on sohoduled 

reporting time 
Artillery Piece (pOSition) 
Prisoner 
Platoon 
Company 
Batta.lion 
Helo Landing Zone 
Patrol 
Ambush 
Observation Post 
CCll1l1lruld Post 

~. Rosupply OOd~r . '" 

J~ 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 
G 
R(Color) 
I 

7.62 mID. 

.45 Cal. 

.~ Oal, (carbine) 
4O-mm 
Frag grenades 
\alP grenades 
Illwn.- grenades 
Sroke grenades 
MJI -

CODE WORD 

(any oity in U.S.) 
(any oountry) 
"Blackout" 
(My U.S •.. autooobile) 
"M:>rtuary" (plus last name initial 
"Hospi talt' and last 3 digits of 
'!Sunset" serial number for 

friendly) 
"Bullseye" 
"Home Run~' 

(any animal) 
"Jackpot" 
"Oardinal" 
''Pint'' 
'-'Quart" 
'.'Gallon" 
~'Bus stop", 
"Blue" 
~'Redtl. 

"Eye'-' 
"Ear" 

QUJl.NTITY 

Unit of fire (100 rds) 
Box of 50 
Bandolier of 120 rds 
Bandolier of 6 rde 
1 eaoh 
1 eaoh 
1 eaoh 
1 ea.oh . 
Oa.se of 12 

CONFIDENTIAL • 
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Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) to Group Order

1. Concept. Code words are designed to provide:

a. A means of sending short, easily understood messages.

b. Some degree of radio security without resorting to a lengthy,
difficult to use couple system.

2. The following messages will be sent by the code words shown:

MESSAGE CODE WORD

(any city in U.S.)Departure from known location
(any country)Arrivod at assigned position

Changing to alternate ,frequency "Blackout"
(any U.S. automobile)Returning to base or oamp
"Mortuary" (plus last name initialKIA

WIA "Hospital" and last 3 digits of
MIA "Sunset" serial number for

friendly)
Engaged with enemy "Bullseye"

"Home RunMission Compromised
Checking in on soheduled

(any animal)reporting time
Artillery Piece (position) "Jackpot"
Prisoner "Cardinal"
Platoon "Pint"

"Quart"Company
Battalion "Gallon"
Helo Landing Zone "Bus stop"
Patrol "Blue"

"Red"Ambush
Observation Post "Eye!!

"Ear"Command Post

3. Resupply Code

CODE ITEM QUANTITY

Unit of fire (100 rds)7.62 mm4
.45 Cal.B Box of 50
.30 Cal. (oarbine)C Bandolier of 120 rds

D Bandolier of 6 rds40 mm
Frag grenadesE 1 each

F WP grenades 1 each
G Illum. grenades 1 each
H (Color) Smoke grenades 1 each
I MCI Case of 12

CONFIDENTIAL
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CODE 

J 
XC 
l(A 

11 
M 
N 
o 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
Wa.ter 
Medioa.l supplies . 
.J.b:phine 
:BA 219 
M~ 
H .. ~' han.cl$,t. 
1'110 ... l0 (oompletQ) 

• 
iJWrur,rx 

1 oan (5 gal) 
1 bag (Wl1tl) 
5 syrettes 
·1 eaoh 
2 
1 eaoh 
J. eaoh 

.By OOmnaJ19, of 
JAHIIlS L~ OOMPTON 

. OoJlllll$.nder J\eoon Group A 

.. 
R. W. CllAlN 

00, . "C" 00, 1st boon )n 

'1 I~ 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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QUANTITYITEMCODE

1 oan (5 gal)Water
1 bag (unit 1)J

Medical suppliesX 5 syrettesMorphineKA 1 eachBA 279L 2BA 30M 1 each
H-33 handsetN
PRC-10 (complete) 1 each

0

By command of
JAMES L. COMPTON

Commander Recon Group A

R. W. CRAIN

co, "C" Oo, 1st Recon Bn

CONFIDENTIAL
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ROOON GROW AUJ:IA 
OHU LlIJ:, VIET NAN 

.Annex E (Fire Support l:>lan) to Group Ord.er 

1. 9: ENERJ.t 

a. 3rd Bn ( .. )(Rein), 12th M:t.rines groupmont will provide artillery 

fire support for this operation. 
, 

b. 1st ~W will provide armed helioopters and olose air support as 

required. Beginning R-Day at 1-15, artillery and air support is on call. 

2. EXECUTION , 

a. Teams be prepared to call and adjust artillery tire if engaged 

or discovered in order to facilitate withdrawal and reoovery. 

b. Be prepared to call and direot air when ~va11able to facilitate 

wi thdrawal and rooovery. 

c. Be prepared to oall and adjust air or artillery on important 

targets of opportunity as disoovered. 

d. Coordinat1pg Instruotions 

(1) Teams will request and adjust through the 00 "C", 1st Reoon 

Bn net. 
(2) Ir.!.'aison officer will relay reca.uests and adjustments 1lluuedi .. 

ately to 7th Narines FSCC. 

(;) If an air strike is requested and approved, the requesting 

team will display a signle red panel at its position when air cra~t are 

on sta.tion, 

(4) 7th Marines FSCC has been provided with a planned concen­

tration overlay. 

It) 

By oomrna.nd of 
JJJv.IES L. COMPTON 
Oomma.nde;, Recon Group 11. 

R. W. CRAIN 
CO, "c" Co, 1st Recon Bn 

OONFIDENTIAL 
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Annex E (Fire Support Plan) to Group Order

1. GENERAL

a. 3rd Bn (-) (Rein), 12th Marines groupment will provide artillery

fire support for this operation.

b. 1st MAW will provide armed helicopters and close air support as

required. Beginning R-Day at L-15, artillery and air support is on call.

2. EXECUTION

Teams be prepared to call and adjust artillery fire if engaged

or discovered
a.

in order to facilitate withdrawal and recovery.

b. Be prepared to call and direct air when available to facilitate

withdrawal and recovery.

C. Be prepared to call and adjust air or artillery on important

targets of opportunity as discovered.

d. Coordinating Instructions

(1) Teams will request and adjust through the Co "C", 1st Recon

(2) Liaison officer will relay requests and adjustments immedi-Bn net.

ately to 7th Marines FSCC.

(3) If an air strike is requested and approved, the requesting

team will display a signie red panel at its position when air craft are

on station.

(4) 7th Marines FSCC has been provided with a planned concen-

tration overlay.

By command of
JAMES L. COMPTON

Commander, Recon Group A

R. W. CRAIN

CO, "C" Co, 1st Recon Bn

CONFIDENTIAL
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1st Reoonnaias~oe Batta.lion 

3rd &rine Division (Rein) FMB' (Jj"orward) 
It'PO San Francisoo. C~lifornia, 96601 

From. Connnandillg Offioer 
To. Commanding Offioer, 3rd Reoonnaissanoe Battalion 
Via. Reoon Group Alpha Oommander 

, 

Subj. Patrol Report 22-65 

Ref. ~~~ Dl.'vO 3480.1 
Group Order 22-65 

1. Unit, 1st Platoon, "0" 00 (Rein)(-), 1st Reoo~ Bn 

27 Ootober 1965 

2. Size, One offioer, 11 enlisted USMC and one enlisted USN, 

3. Time. 241745H to 271140H Ootober 1965 

4. :'laoe. BB 4892 east to BB 5093 

5. Na.ture of Aotion. Area Reoonnaissanoe 

6. Casual ties. ]'riendlya None 
Enell\Y' None 

7. Execution. The 1st Platoon, "o"r,Oompany .was inserted by helioopter 
vic BS 488931 a"li 241800H. The platoon ooved. out and. uneventfully estao.. 
lished a harbou;r ai te at BS 486928. During the night ana.ll arms fire and 
maohine gun fire vTaS heard, two people were heard yelling and one flar'o, 
hand or stationary trip, was observed burning .at. app~x:i._1;eDY B8 466924. 
During the early morning hours (oommenoing a~ 2~6(0) the platoon heard 
a 2t hour fire fight south west of their harbour ~ite. 

At 2506~H the platoon moved out and established a Of/OP at BS 498925 
whioh was me.intained until the end of the opera.tion. At 260730H, Team'13, 
on orde:q., left the O'P/OP and established an Ol at BS 495920 observing east. 
This 01-' was maintained. until 261430H at whioh time they returned to the 
C~/~. At 270615H the platoon requested a fire mission on VO 'positions, 
but the mission was oanoelled. by }rd :an, 7th }hrines attar one round of" 
HE landed approx 1,000 meters, from thoirposi tiona. The platoon then, 
(at 270700H) lOOved out· from the CP/C1i. had team #2 oheok out and seoure 
their piokup LZ at vio DS 510928 and then moved down into posi~ion for helo 
lift. Due to unavailability of helo's, they were not extraoted until 
271140H, returning to this Of at approxime.tely 271155H. 

The platoon operated in the field for a total of 56 hours. They had 7 
. sightings totaling 22 VO carryill8 11 weapons.' They oa.lled. for two artil .. 
lery tlissions. 

IJ El'1CLOSURE W~ 
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"C" COMPANY
1st Reconnaissance Battalion

3rd Marine Division (Rein) FMF (Forward)
FPO San Francisco, California, 96601

27 October 1965

From: Commanding Officer
Commanding Officer, 3rd Reconnaissance BattalionTo:

Via: Recon Group Alpha Commander

Subj: Patrol Report 22-65

Ref: (a) Divo 3480.1
(b) Group Order 22-65

1. Unit: 1st Platoon, "C" Co (Rein)((-), 1st Recon Bn

2. Size: One officer, 17 enlisted USMC and one enlisted USN

3. Time: 241745H to 271140H Ootober 1965

4. Place: BS 4892 east to BS 5093

5. Nature of Action: Area Reconnaissance

6. Casualties: Friendly: None
Enemy: None

7. Execution: The 1st Platoon, "C" Company was inserted by helicopter
vic BS 488931 at 241800H. The platoon moved out and uneventfully estab-
lished a harbour site at BS 486928. During the night small arms fire and
maohine gun fire was heard, two people were heard yelling and one flare,
hand or stationary trip, was observed burning at approximately BS 486924.
During the early morning hours (commencing at 250600) the platoon heard
a 21/2 hour fire fight south west of their harbour site.

At 250630H the platoon moved out and established a CP/OP at BS 498925
which was maintained until the end of the operation. At 260730H, Team #3,
on orden left the CP/OP and established an OP at BS 495920 observing east.
This OP was maintained until 261430H at which time they returned to the

CP/OP. At 270615H the platoon requested a fire mission on VC positions,
but the mission was cancelled by 3rd Bn, 7th Marines after one round of
HE landed approx 1,000 meters from their positions, The platoon then,
(at 270700H) moved out from the CP/OP, had team #2 check out and secure
their pickup LZ at vio BS 510928 and then moved down into position for helo
lift. Due to unavailability of helo's, they were not extracted until
27114OH, returning to this CP at approximately 271155H.

The platoon operated in the field for a total of 56 hours. They had 7
sightings totaling 22 VC carrying 11 weapons. They called for two artil-
lery missions.
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The following is a ohronologioal liB~:Lng:O:r, :~he 8ight~B :and events that 
oocurred on this patrol. ':',' '." 

241145H - 1st 1'1 t,' "0 11 Co ,left the or (rear) ,ooord J3rr 560049 and landed 
in an HLZ Vic BS 4889}1 at 241800H., 'ifh:<iJnl1X>VEldout and uneventtrully' 
establi shed a harbour ,ei te, coord ;as MI69~&" ' ' 

242359H - J. hand or trip £lare~,?l.'i~~~~~.;~t vi'c ;as 486924. 

250200H - A man was heard yelling: ~a!l;~k?~i~:,'tilehaJ{bow;site vio :as 486928. 
He was answered from the SOtlthf~:st'b¥';~~'f3~,l,bbyol:' w01l'f;i.n.Small arms 
and mach:i.ne gun fire was hear~'thJ:'.()\l$q.q~~;,;~l:la night from the east. 

250600H .. A fire fight was heard f~J\lt.b$Jeouth ... east. emll arms and 
automatio weapons were fired for ap~i~od;(Qf 'two'and :half hours. 

250630H .. 1st 1'1 t hit their haroom' i"~i,te,:~d prooeeded to ]S 498925, 
establishing a OI!/Or: on an old ra:i,Sediit~tf<>t~ (pqssible Vp O~). It was 
5! feet off the ground, 'triangUlar ~~"':sW~~e,,'6',by '4' .Al, the brush had 
been cleared for improved ,south"'~(l,f}'P~~~~':;'6.1>,se:tVEl.tion. A hOle, 2' square, 
l' deep was looated near by(:aS 495297),:::l~'va.13'oovered Withoriss-orossed 
branohes and mud with a 4"by4" holej"n,,#4~, !tOp. Thehol~ i teelfwas 
empty. " ',':,:;,':Y 

. .'; :~'·~~}::':".·~~;j:{~·~.~1:"~~: .. ~: 
251050H .. One man 'Wl:p f\PPO:\t'ed 'iO:ba' oarrY:ttilf,a.t1£le was sighted !roving north 
on the road at 136 499917. 

221245II - Two men, one with a ~ifle"en;t~:t'~d th,esub ,lw.rnlet at BS 501925 
north of Duo tm (2). " ,",,' , 

·,'r', . 

25l8l5H - J~ heavy fir~ fight wi thslJ)ai).',~a.i~s and machine gun fire erupted 
east of tho platoon's position (BS 498925.).. Drums were heard from the 
south-east throughout the night. " 

260650H .. Helos approaohe"d from t4~ oa~~,.~.Jih ~ome landing in 136 5089, 
BS 5189 and 136 5090. As they fl~'Wio,t',l1~,'~~~:Vc8a. they received heavy S/A 
and automs tio weapons fire frolllbot4' 'a>u,~\:lI#{2)( coord BS 50 2921) and B5 
508928,'<;' , , 

"""'\(:', . 
260750H - Tealli #3 establishedtm :(1),a;t:~S;';"~9$920,observ1ng in an easterly 
direction. . '. 

260945H - Two artillery roundswereohl;1e~~a,bursting at BS 484924, north 
ea.st of Ta.yl'huoc, (3). "') ... ,;.' 

~. : " .:.;.~.: ' 
• • • J ;:. ,.~.;,.;};\(\i'-.) .. ~ 

26l0l5H .. Some .one at l'huooLam '(.S)';~t.~~~,~:,beating on some objeot made 
of metal. :.; " r,> 

261025H to 261040H .. Two big ~,JWlb6~Olf$i~i~~~hea.J;'d from BS 4991 
;. '.-', '. . . ',' /' ::".' i: ~,; · .. ~,:~~,·~(X,~· -,~;"" ,. : 

261~l5H - Two men, and threo Wo)n~i,;~Qt~.";";'~,;~ (~)(BS ,493917), one of 
the men wasoaJ:'ry:mg Q rifle, At 13$ .~ ,j 'they met fiye other men, 
They intermingled, then four people Xl()vednorth .. eaet towards I>uo An (2), 

.2 • 
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The following is a chronological listing of the sightings and events that
occurred on this patrol:

241745H - 1st l't , "C" Co left the CP (rear), coord BT 560049 and landed
in an HLZ vic BS 488931 at 241800H., then moved out and uneventfully
established a harbour site, coord BS 486928.

242359H - 4 hand or trip flare was ignited at vic BS 486924.

250200H - A man was heard yelling least of the harbour sit vic BS 486928.
He was answered from the south-east by a small boy or woman. Small arms
and machine gun fire was heard throughout the night from the east.

250600H - A fire fight was heard from the south-east. Small arms and
automatic weapons were fired for a period of two and half hours.

250630H - 1st Plt left their harbour site and proceeded to BS 498925,
establishing a CP/OP on an old raised platform (possible VC OP). It was

feet off the ground, triangular in shape 6' by 4'. All the brush had
been cleared for improved south-easterly observation. 4 hole, 2' square,
1' deep was located near by (BS 495297. It was covered with criss-crossed
branches and mud with a 4"by4" hole in the top. The hole itself was
empty.

251050H - One man who appeared to be carrying a rifle was sighted moving north
on the road at BS 499917.

221245H - Two men, one with a rifle, entered the sub hamlet at BS 501925
north of Duc in (2).

251815H - A heavy fire fight with small arms and machine gun fire erupted
east of the platoon's position (BS 498925). Drums were heard from the -
south-cast throughout the night.

260650H - Helos approached from the east with some landing in BS 5089,
BS 5189 and BS 5090. As they flew over the area they received heavy S/A
and automatic weapons fire from both Duo An (2) (ooord BS 502921) and BS
508928.

260750H - Team #3 established an OP at BS 495920, observing in an easterly
direction.

260945H - Two artillery rounds were observed bursting at BS 484924, north
east of Tay Thuoc (3).

261015H - Some one at Thuoo Lam (3) started beating on some object made
of metal.

261025H to 261040H - Two big explosions were heard from BS 4991

261415H - Two men and three women left Phuec Lam (3) (BS 493917), one of
the men was carrying a rifle, At BS 500919, they met five other men.
They intermingled, then four people moved north-east towards Duo An (2),

2
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~hO others continu,"t along the trail. 

26l430H - Team #3 left their 01' and proceeded to the 1st I>latoon Cl>/(Jf; 
8J'l'ivint; there at 261450H. 

261600H - One man left l'huoc Le.J'll. (3) 13S 493917 with two oows. He was 
oarrying a rifle. He Sfl,t down beside a rice padc1y outside the villago, 
the cows wanderod back to tho villaee and ti va minutes la tel' the 1OOl'l re­
turned rl.lso, r.~till oarrying his rifle. 

2Gl1,,1r5H .. Six VO w/weapons in black pa;jamas and camouflaged observed run .. 
ninG no:r.t.h along r.ioe pe.ddy (BS 501915) . heading for Duo Jm (2)., Holo's 
flew over and they Q~opped their weapons and pretended to be working in 
the fields t J.£tel' trie i.';0 passed by, 'lihey retrieved their weapons. The 
.A/e ",ero il1.io:t'llied by radio but observed no weapons visi'ble and one child 
Wi th tho group in the paddy, so d8oicl.ed not to fire on them. Two othel:' 
VO wero conoW'rt'it1.tly s i ghtud. in tho paddy employing the sarno subterfuge. 

2'(0615H ... A fi:J:'E) 1.o.saj,01'l was :reques'eod. on BS 502918, but was cancellod by 
3ro. J3n, 7th M0,l'inus a.ftor t"v.'O rounds burs'b 1,000 meters from their positions. 

270700H. .. The 1st l'latoon dispatched Team #2 to olear and seoure the HLZ 
at BS 4~6933 and thon la'ter joined them at that position. 

271140H ... HCllo extraotion aooomplished. 

271200H - lill artiJ.1ery fi:l.'o lniusion was called in on Duo Jt.n (2) and the 
LZ vic 496933. Eighteen rounds of HE ,·wrs del1evercd 011 oach targot, 
a.djlwtr.lCn~1i being .mado by airborne F.O. 

8. COlr~i1Cll1derl u JU'lalysis 

The u,8s:i..rned mission 'WaS accol1.!plished. This \>las tiw,."(;hird. iPBWlC'O that 
e18T:1en ts of thi s compa.ny 0 hservecl sl A and auto.:ca. tic woapons fire being 
deli';cred (v!; helicopters from tlO villaGE) of Du.o .An (2) vic ooordina.tes 
(JlS 502918). va llovernent '\118,8 relatively light during this operation due 
primarily to the sweer conducted by 3/7. 

9. RElll"arks and. Reoonu,lendations 

J.fteX' roceiving a. rnissj.on munber for tho helo request submitted to effeot 
retraction of the 1st l)latoon, it wa.s aasUlilod tNJ.t this re'lU9st would be 
honored. When helioopters dic:l not arriv~ a.t the soheduled time, this unit 
oontaoted DJ.sC a.nd was informed. that the helioopters were required olso­
whore. Our fi:r.st :p1a to on had alX'oady seoured its LZ a.nd the delay in 
seouring craft for retraction 11l9.de them a. vulnerable targot for eno1l\y in 
thE: aJ;·ea.. Oloser co-ox'clination and liaison botween DASa and :t-iA.G ... ;;6 plus 
moro titlely informa.tion with roqard to lll'lavailabili ty of helioopters is 
nooessary to ensure the safoty of tho retraoting elements • 

. ~.' ... 
-' , ..... ;). I 
/~ '~(" (.' /)"" .'J,'; 

.... t , 

R. W. CBJU:N 
CO, "0" 00, 1st Reoon Bn 
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the others continued east along the trail.

261430H - Team #3 left their OI and proceeded to the 1st Platoon CP/OParriving there at 261450H.

261600H - One man left Phunc Iam (3) BS 493917 with two COWS. He was
carrying a rifle. He set down beside a rice paddy outside the village,the COWS wandered back to the village and five minutes later the man re-
turned also, still carrying his rifle.

261745H as Six VC w/weapons in black pajamas and camouflaged observed run-
ning north along rice paddy (BS 501915) heading for Duc An (2). Helo's
flew over and they dropped their weapons and pretended to be working in
the fields. After the in/c passed by, they retrieved their weapons. The
A/C were informed by radio but observed no weapons visible and one child
with the group in the paddy, SO decided not to fire on them. Two other
VC were concurrently si ghtud in the paddy employing the same subterfuge.

270615H the 4 fire mission was requested on BS 502918, but was cancelled by
3rd BI1, 7th Marines after two rounds burst 1,000 meters from their positions.

270700H. - The 1st Tlatoon dispatched Team #2 to clear and secure the HLZ
at BS 496933 and thon later joined them at that position.

271140H as Helo extraction accomplished.

271200H - An artillery fire mission was called in on Duo An (2) and the
LZ vic 496933. Eighteen rounds of HE were delievered on each target,
adjustment being made by airborne F.O.

8. Commander's Analysis

The assigned mission was accomplished. This was the, third instanco that
elements of this company observed S/A and automatic weapons fire being
delivered at helicopters from the village of Duo An (2) vio coordinates
(BS 502918). VC movement was relatively light during this operation due
primarily to the sweep conducted by 3/7.

9. Remarks and Recommendations

After receiving & mission number for the helo request submitted to effect
retraction of the 1st Platoon, it was assumed that this request would be
honored. When helicopters did not arrive at the scheduled time, this unit
contacted DASC and was informed that the helicopters were required else-
where. Our first platoon had already secured its LZ and the delay in
securing craft for retraction made them a vulnerable target for enemy in
the area. Closer co-ordination and liaison between DASC and MAG-36 plus
more timely information with regard to unavailability of helicopters is
necessary to ensure the safety of the retracting elements.

R. W. CRAIN
CO, "C" Co, 1st Recon Bn
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• • • CONFIDENT,lAL REOON GROUP ATPA 
OHU UI, VIET N..\M 
251200H Oct 196, 

GROUP ORDER 23-65 . " , 

Ref: (a) BnOpO 341~65 
(b) Map: Vietnam, 1:50,000 00 L701, Tri BiM 6757 In 

Time Zone: ' H 

1. ill~.lc! 

n. Enemy Forces. See current nrrSUMS. As briefed~ _ .... ~ ....... 4. ........ _--: ...... ~ ... 

btl !!'2 .. E!~~;~::!."E.~!.~~ See current OPSUMS. As briefed. 

c. At.tac':l'lmts nnc1 Detachments. None. ___ .or ...... co. .... _ ~.~.. • 

2, !m~,§121J.~ To provide reconnaissance to report enemy movement, locations 
and supplies ,dthin the MOR in general support of the' 4th and 7th l!:ro;oine 
Regiments, ' 

3. EXECUTION 
, .---

a. Concept. Platoon (s) of Co B, 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion and/or 
Co C, ls~Reconnaissance Battnlion will be employed to oaa'ry out the mission 
by active patrolling," Dl'ea'reconnaissance, point reconnaissance"and/or 
static 01" s. 

(1) rlutoon Commander will 'brief his platoon in detail on R-l., 

(2) Debriefing will'be conducted b.r e.o., Recon Group Alfa and the 
Intel~igenoe Chief after the return of the plntoon to the company area. 

() Standing rilles of engagement a.pply and will be observed., 

(4) Tenms will avoid contact or compromise b.Y indigenous person-
ML' • 

, (S) All enemy sightings will be reported immediately and teams ' 
. will remain up .on radio until told to shut down." 

"'\" 

(6) Ciyilian movement will be recorded but not reported by radio 
U1l1ess unusual~ . ' ' 

(7) Platoon Comm~der will be prepared to: 

(a)' Request reinforcements ifcontaot with ene~ ismnde. 

(b)'Re,commend attack on any ~nrge va unit sighted or contacted. 

J 
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RECON GROUP ALFACONFIDENTIAL
CHU LAI, VIET NAM
251200H Oct 1965

GROUP ORDER 23-65

Ref: (a) BnOpO 341-65
(b) Map: Vietnam, 1:50,000 AMS L701, Tri Binh 6757 III

Time Zone: H

1. SITUATION

a. Enemy Forces. See current INTSUMS. As briefed.

b. Friendly Forces. See current OPSUMS. As briefed.

C. Attachments and Detachments, None.

2. MISSION, TO provide reconnaissance to report enemy movement, locations

and supplies within the RAOR in general support of the 4th and 7th Marine

Regiments.

3. EXECUTION

R. Concept. Platoon (s) of Co B, 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion and/or

Co C, 1st Reconnaissance Battalion will be employed to carry out the mission

by active patrolling, area reconnaissance, point reconnaissance and/or

static OP's.

b. Coordinating Instructions

(1) Platoon Commander will brief his platoon in detail on R-1.

(2) Debriefing will be conducted by C.O., Recon Group Alfa and the

Intelligence Chief after the return of the platoon to the company area.

(3) Standing rules of engagement apply and will be observed.

(4) Teams will avoid contact or compromise by indigenous person-

nel.

(5) All enemy sightings will be reported immediately and teams

will remain up on radio until told to shut down.

(6) Civilian movement will be recorded but not reported by radio

unless unusual.

(7) Platoon Commander will be prepared to:

(a) Request reinforcements if contact with enemy is made.

(b) Recommend attack on any large VC unit sighted or contacted.

ENCLOSURE (45)
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'lelliflL&J i !ftdP 
(0), Reoommend appropriate landing tones for reinforcements 

or attacking forces~' " , " '. " , , 

(8) Enell\Y 'contact 1J\'the form of Sniping and ambush·is permitted 
only when the l)latoon Commander feels it wUl. not jeopardize his primary 
mission. :, . i l ..... , . " .' " • 

"', '. '(~) ~t~l;tery fire mi.ssi.ons and air strikes will be requested as 
outlined in Annex a (Supportmg l\rmS). . .. '.. " '. , ,~: ..... : i 

4. " ADMINISTRl'LTION lJID LOGISTICS . . 
• 1, ., • p 

.~. Arms and ammunition will be designated b.Y the platoon commander. 

b. Each tellm will 'carry one (1) red air panel'and one (1) yelloW ,- ... 
SlIloke. 

, :-. ~ 

,0. Cononflnge uniforms are permitted. 

d. Cast'.I.I.::G:.es ................ -.. _---
(1) All casuD.lties will be reported immediatelY by code desi1J11 ... · 

ation,as described in Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) and ~~ex F (Reports). 

(2) Extent of wounds will be desoribed. 

(3) Minor casualties will be treated but'not evacuated. 
ff 

(4) Serious casualties will be . evacuated by helioopter along w~th 
tbe e~t:u-e t(!anl ~volved, if deemed necessary by the Platoon Conmander. 

" e. Prisoners. If it· becomes necessary to take a prisoner to avoid 
compromisc()~he mission, the prisoner will be evacuated on oonclusion of 
t~e mission. ' 

$. COMMAND iiliD COMHUNIC .. \TIONS ---. ......... ....;.;;..;;... ..• , .-.......-.......-.;.;.;.. ........... 
a. Communications 

,(1) A comm~iontione watch will be established in 4th Marines .or 
7th Marines COC. '. ,.."." ;. 
, . 

.' (2) 

,', (3) 

period. 
'.: J 

- .. 
.. . Pri1llc.'U'Y menns of conmunioation will be by AN/me-10; 

Platoon will report at least once during any six (6) hour 

. ,~ 

'. ' -( ."\ ' 

, (4) . 'If- itoeoomcs necessary for a patrol member to re-enter friend-
~~e~~ he. ~l~ reply ','Reconllif ohallenged, followed h1 his nnme and 

(,) Helioopters will be landed by radio contact if possible. 
Yellow smoke will ·be used to designate the LZ. It no radio, contact is est­
~b11s~ed, a single red panel will be displayed in addition to ,the yellQW 
smoke~ " , • •• ' , 

... ' " .. _ .. 2. CONFIDENTUJ. 
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CONF WENT
(o) Recommend appropriate landing zones for reinforcements

or attacking forces.

(8) Enemy contact in the form of sniping and ambush is permitted

only when the Platoon Commander feels it will not jeopardize his primary
mission.

(9) Artillery fire missions and air strikes will be requested as

outlined in Annex a (Supporting Arms).

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS

a. Arms and ammunition will be designated by the platoon commander.

b. Each team will carry one (1) red air panel and one (1) yellow
smoke.

C. Camouflage uniforms are permitted.

d. Casualities

(1) All casualties will be reported immediately by code design-
ation as described in Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) and Annex F (Reports).

(2) Extent of wounds will be described.

(3) Minor casualties will be treated but not evacuated.

(4) Serious casualties will be evacuated by helicopter along with

the entire team involved, if deemed necessary by the Platoon Commander.

e. Prisoners. If it becomes necessary to take a prisoner to avoid

compromise of the mission, the prisoner will be evacuated on conclusion of

the mission.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS

a. Communications

(1) A comunications watch will be established in 4th Marines or

7th Marines COC.

(2) Primary means of communication will be by AN/PRC-10:

(3) Platoon will report at least once during any six (6) hour

period.

(4) If it becomes necessary for a patrol member to re-enter friend-

ly lines, he will reply "Recon" if challenged, followed by his name and

rank.

(5) Helicopters will be landed by radio contact if possible.
Yellow smoke will be used to designate the LZ. If no radio contact is est-

ablished, a single red panel will be displayed in addition to the yellow

smoke.

CONFIDENTIAL-2-
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b. Cormnand. l'lntoon Comme.nder will re'Port to Regimental Reeon Liaison 
and accept ullorders from thct station. Teams are under oomplete oontrol 
of their platoon. 

Annexes, A - None 
B .. None 
C .. None 
D .. Radio Brevity Code 
E- None 
F - Reports 
G - Supporting f~ms 

By oommand of 
JtJ1&S L. COMPTON 
Commander, Reoon Group Al!n 

........ ~. )."", / ;.~ "'J
1

/,' 1,. 

",- ,_# --~'''- ._ ....... 

;j. ll(Ql,imNm 
Op€rn~ions Offioer 

ENCLOSURE (15) 
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b. Command. Platoon Commander will report to Regimental Recon Liaison

and accept all orders from that station. Teams are under complete control

of their platoon.

By command of
JAMES L. COMPTON
Commander, Recon Group Alfa

J. R. GARDNER
Opérations Officer

Annexes: A - None
B - None
C - None
D - Radio Brevity Code
E- None
F - Reports
G - Supporting Arms

CONT TOENOTAT-3-
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• • CO~JF' rnENTD\.J. REQON GROUP Jf· 
CHU UI, VThl' ' ! 
25l200H Oct 19<-. 

Imncx D (Undio Drcvi ty Code) to G:rcn·, Order 2,3 .. 6, 

1. Co::~,~l?!' Code "lOrds are desi, .J~.L +,0 provide: 

[I., /.\ means of sondinG short, easily understood messages. 

b~ Some deerec of rnc1io security 1vithout resorting to a lengthy, diff .. 
icult to use couple system, ' 

2. The f ollowinr; messages will be sent by the coele liOl'ds sho"n: 

MESSAGE 
i' 

Depo.rture from Imown location 
Arrived at nssicrned position 
Changing to alternate frequenoy 
Returning to base or cnmp 
KIA 
WL'l 
MIl. 

EngaGed with enemy 
Hission Compromised 
Checldng'in on scheduled repJ.~ting 
time 
:.:rtillery Piece (Position) 
idsoner 
Pl<1.toon 
CO~1pany 

Bat.talion 
Helo LandinG Zone 
Patrol 
':·imbush 
Observa.tion Post 
Command Post 
Helicopter 

.3. liennpply COd!f 

CODE 

D 
C 
D 
., 
.c. 
F 
G 
H (Color) 
I ·,.~1., 
J 

I'I'El-1 -
7.62 mm 
~45 Cal. 
.,30 Cal. (carbine) 
40 mm 
FrnG erenades 
lJ? grenades 
IlIum. grenades 
Smoke grenades 
NO! 
Ur.ter 

~ 

q 

CODE wanD 
.... b' .' . 
(Any city in U. s.) 
(Any country) 
"Blackout" 
(~ny U.S. automobile) 
"Mortuary" (Plus 1[ J t nr-me ini t­
"Hoapi toll! i0.1 an( last 3 die-
"Sunset" its of sario.l number 

for friendly). 
" ullseye" 
"Home Run" 
(Any animal) 

"Jackpottl 
"Curdinalll 
"Pint" 
"Quart" 
tlGa1loYlII 
"Bus Stop" 
II'Blue" 
"Red" 
"Eye~ 
"Ear" 
Il'l'a.x.i" 

QUANTITY 

Unit of fire (100 ~ds) 
Box of ,0 
Bandolier of 120 ~ds 
Bandolier of 6 rae 
1 'each 
1 each 
1 each 
1 each 
Case of 12 
1 can (S cal) 

'"-*, m 

DECLASSIFIED 
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RECON GROUP IFCONFIDENTIAL
CHU LAI, VILP
251200H Oct 19

Annex D (Radio Brevity Code) to Grou Order 23-65

1. Concept. Code words are desi... to provide:

a. A means of sending short, easily understood messages,

b. Some degree of radio security without resorting to a lengthy, diff-
icult to use couple system.

2. The following messages will be sent by the code words shown

CODE WORDMESSAGE

(Any city in U. S.)Departure from known location
(Any country)Arrived at assigned position
"Blackout"Changing to alternate frequency
(Any U.S. automobile)Returning to base or camp

(Plus 1. at name init-"Mortuary"KIA
ial and last 3 dig-"Hospital"WIA
its of serial number"Sunset"MIA
for friendly).

" ullseye"Engaged with enemy
"Home Run"Mission Compromised
(Any animal)Checking in on scheduled reporting

time
Artillery Piece (Position) "Jackpot"

"Cardinal"Prisoner
"Pint"Platoon
"Quart"Company
"Gallon"Battalion
"Bus Stop"Hello Landing Zone
"Blue"Patrol
"Red"Ambush
"Eye".Observation Post
"Ear"Command Post
"Taxi"Helicopter

3. Resupply Code

QUANTITYITEMCODE

Unit of fire (100 rds)7.62 mmis

Box of 50:45 Cal.B
Bandolier of 120 rds.30 Cal. (carbine)C
Bandolier of 6 rdo40 mmD
l'eachFrag grenadesE
1 eachWP grenadesF
1 eachIllum. grenadesG
1 eachH (Color) Smoke grenades
Case of 12MCII
1 can (5 gal)WaterJ

ENCLOSURE 45
4
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Ncclical sup. --,8 

l10rphine 
D;~ 279 
n'. 30 
JI-33 Hnnds€~, 

i'RC-10 (Connl"te) 

-2-

QT~,:JTITY 

1 bag (Unit 1) 
5 syr,ettes 
J 8':.ch 
2 
1 each 
1 each 

lr,:nON GROte .' i 

GIIU .' n, V:i " 
2512,~)H Oct 

By order of 
,,-,:lHES 1. CO!1FTOI\ 
C,,_Ylrnamlcr, Reeor, ('coup i':fa 

F ........... ~ .", 

lluj~jJ~~L~~'~' ~~U~~l;:}\' 
1. ..~. ......,.liIiI·~ 

• .. . 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

S

RECON GROUconsiderfill
CHU TAI, V.

251200H Oct

D (Redit trevity Code) continued

MELISSATION QUANTITYITEM

1 bag (Unit 1)Medical supK
5 syrettesMorphineK.
J. eachBA 2791
2Bi 30M
1 eachH-33 HandsetR

IRC-10 (Complete) 1 each0

By order of
JAMES L. COMPTON

Commander, Recon "coup Alfa

J. B G. RONER
Opération Officer

OAMISSV IONO

CONFIDENTLY),-2-
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CONFIDENTLn, 

Annex F (Reports) to Group Or1er 

1. Report.s Reqnir'1d: 

RE?ORT REP0l1TIHG UNIT ?ERIOD' CY!' }t'REQtJIi:NCY .. · ___ -. ...... _~_r................ , __ ,_, ___ ,,_'_ 

SitRep Platoons Ev,..;,,·y 6 hours 

f:nlute Teams, PIts. Each oocurrehce 
(Relay) 

Contact Tetl.ffis, Tlts, 
(Relny) 

Comp~omise Teams, rlts. 
(Relny) 

Departure Teams, rlts, 
(Relay) 

i~rival Teams, rlts. 
(Relay) 

Changing Tenms, Plts. 
rosition (Relay) 

Casualties Teams, Plts. 
(Relay) , 

Each occurrence 

:;;'~ch occurrence 

F~;h oocurrenoe 

'~ach occurrenoe'~ 

Each occurrenoe 

Each occurrence 

," ti,',.!",., .. 

Use c::>de 

TTse :Jr!1:~,,:': do 
not use report 
title 

II " \I 11 

Use code 

Ue<t code 

Use oodl"' r>.nd 
tbl'ust :...;; '0 

Us~ code 

Ue' code ,ipr type 
C'" person, give 
e:t." ent of inj ury 
ir' .;lear 

2. 411 teD~S will monitor for 15 minutes at 0200, 1000 an~ J500 Gaily 
for possible relay, 

3. It 101il1 be nSDumcd that a team has no radio contact if a Mheduled 
report is mt made wUhin two hours of time required. Recovc~'Y pr;)oedures 
will be initiated at this time. 

-

DECLASSIFIED 
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PACON GROUP ALFACONFIDENTIAL
A1, VIET NAMCH

Annex F (Reports) to Group Order

1. Reports Required:

WITSREPORTING UNIT PERIOD CH FREQUENCYREPORT

Every 6 hours Use codePlatoonsSitRep

Use ormet doEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Salute
not use report(Relay)
title

11 11 II II

Teams, Plts. Each occurrenceContact
(Relay)

Use codeEach occurrenceTeams, Tlts.Compromise
(Relay)

Use codeFach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Departure
(Relay)

Use code and"ach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Arrival
thrust Line(Relay)

Use codeEach occurrenceTeams, Plts.Changing
(Relay)Position

Us : code for typeCasualties Teams, Plts. Each occurrence
i person, give(Relay)
ex'ent of injury
in Clear

2. All teams will monitor for 15 minutes at 0200, 1000 and 1500 daily
for possible relay.

3. It will be assumed that a team has no radio contact if a scheduled

report is not made within two hours of time required. Recovery procedures
will be initiated at this time.

By command of
JAMES L. COMPTON

Commander, Recon Group Alfa

J. R. GARDNER
Operations Officer

ENCLOSERAL
CONFIDENTLY
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ting :.rms) to GroV.LJ C:cder 

edt 

2. EXTI:CU1'ION 

., 
RtQ{lN C' , ;' ALFA 
CWrU~l VIET NAM 

; ", " , 

requir ... 
on call. 

I.!.. Be prepared to call and adjust artillery £1,;'«3 if engaged or ilis­

covered in OJ:dcr to facilitr.te withdrawal andrecov-;ry. 

b. Be prcpa:rcrJ to c,:',ll and direct air when available to fllcillt<!te 

withdrawal and ).'Gcovery. 

c. Be prepared to 'call and l).(ljust air or artillery on 1mportant 

tal'gcts1f opp)rtunity as discovc.r·ed .. 

(1) Supr:orttng fires wj , , be request.eq and adjust~d. thr ' ;h the 

recon report ne t. 

(2) Liaison O!ficer will nlay requests ,~'.~1d adjust /'nts immed­

iately tCl 4th }1arines~SCC to pass 'lio 3rdSIi. '12th 11arines7L:jI~ .orMAG-12 

as appropriate.''''''~ I'I~'N ~$ ., 

0) If an nil' stl"ike is requeStSCl~nd approved, t!' team ,,'equest ... 

ing the mission "ill display a single red panel at its pos ,:.on "11':n air­

craft are on stD.tion. 

: 
I 
j 

.I 
I., 

1 
I 

" 1·,--J 
.... I- J ..... ' / 

. .:'" 

~ .... -~--~=~troI1'\' ... <;di .-- . 
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RECON CR. i ALFACONFIDENTIAL
CHU LAT, VIET NAM

Annex G (Supporting Arms) to Group Order

1. GENERAS

a. 3rdBni (+) (Rein), 12th Marines Artil ery groupment prov: ling

support forethis operation. One 3" howitz and one plat of 155mm

howitzers have been placed in direct support.

b. 1stMAN provides armed helico ers and close air supp t as requir-

ed. Beginning R-Day at I-15 minutes, artillery and ir support is on call.

2. EXECUTION

Be prepared to call and adjust artillery fire if engaged or dis-
E.

covered in order to facilitate withdrawal and recovery.

b. Be prepared to call and direct air when available to facilitate

withdrawal and recovery.

C. Be prepared to call and adjust air or artillery on important

targets of opportunity as discovered.

d. Coordinating Instruction

(7) Supporting fires wi be requested and adjusted thr :h the

recon report net.

(2) Liaison Officer will relay requests and adjust nts immed-

iately to 4th MarinesaFSCC to pass to 3rdBn, 12th Marines san or MAG-12

as appropriate. on 74 MARINES

(3) If an air strike is requested and approved, to team request-

ing the mission will display a single red panel at its pos ion when air-

craft are on station.

By oommand of
JAMES L. COM TON
Commander, Recon Group Alf,

C

3. R. GARDNER
Operations Officer

did
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