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PERSONNEIL, AND ADMINISTRATION

Broadly speaking, the Battalion's personnel picture continued to im-
prove over the space of the current reporting period. Despite per-

sonnel losses through combat attrition and a homebound rotation draft,

the Battalion's strength rose from a total count of 572 to & total of

719 officers and men, The net gain in this case may be explained
partially through the joining of programmed replacements to this org-
anization, but more important to the increase was the joining of "B"
Company, First Tank Battalion heretofore attached to RLT-7, The Join-
ing of "B" Company, First Tank Battalion established this organization
with four gun companies together with & fourth Flame Tank Section of

12 men. As & result, the battalion T/0 was subsequently changed to re-
Tlect the figures of L6 officers and 742 enlisted Marines together with
two naval officers and 17 navy enlisted, On 30 September 1965 the Bat~
talion comprised 30 officers and 675 enlisted Marines together with two
naval officers and 12 navy enlisted, Despite the overall improvement in
the Battalion's personnel posture, however, a serious shortage in the 3531
field is being experienced. Administrative deadline of motor vehicles due
to & lack of drivers seriously reduces this organizations ability to sup-
port its gun companies, Moreover the lack of an interpreter handicaps
the Battalion Civil Affairs Progran,

Personnel reporting over the period may be characterized as being some-~
what untimely, however, this is primarily the result of the time and
space factor which exercises much influence on the transmittal of reporte
and records under the present operating conditions, This command is now
deployed over four enclaves encompassing some 270 kilometers and for this
reason the flow of paperwork cannot be handled as expddétiously as in a
gerrison envigpnment with subordinate units closely satellited around
their battalion headquarters, The accuracy of personnel reports and
other administration continues to be satisfactory.

Vorale remains outstanding., Continued improvement of living conditions
vas evidenced during the current period., The addition of showers, a
nmobile FX, leundry facilities and more tentage has done much to build
up the units morale, The fine quality and large quanity of food pre-
pared and served by the battalion has been a large contributing factor
to the high morale of the unit,

During {ihe month of September religious services were provided for both
Cetholic and Protestant personnel, In addition the Battalion Chaplain
conducted communion services and five weekday services, There has been
2 decided increase in church and chapel attendance,
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SECREY ° °

Init discipline, like the unit's morale, is very good, The Battalion
has experienced only two office hours during the month of September
at Battalion level,
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- On 25 September a tank, B-35, 3d platoon Bravo Company detonated
a mine presumed to be made of a 105mm shell. The mine was offset
(placed so that the detonating device is to the right or left of
the mine) and detonated under the escape hatch of the tank. There
was no damage to the vehicle and no crew injuries.

On 27 September 3d platoon Bravo Company found a new type of
booby trap at BT 0363 presumably to be used against tank/vehicle
mounted infantry and exposed crew. The trap is constructed with
bamb?o poles and barbed wire and utilizes hand grenades (see dia-
gram), ,

on 26 September aitank, B-35, of 3d platoon Dravo Company was
struck by an anti-tank round of undetermined caliber at coordinates
(BT 067633). The tank was struck on the gun mantle and pent¥ated
to the depth of 7 inches. Due to striking the heaviest armored
part of the tank, the round did not completely penetrate the
turret. The tank was able to continue operations. Because of the
cover, the AT weapon caliber could not be specifically determined.
The depth of the penetration indicates the weapon to be larger
than a 57mm recoiless rifle, possibly a CHICOM RPC-2 rocket
(Panzerfaust) or a 3.5" rocket.

'~ The greatest utilization of tanks and track vehicles has been in
the Danang East area, BT 0470 - BT 0970 and BT 0461 - BT 1065.
‘During the month of September tanks detonated one AT mine and have
been struck by one anti.tank round. Intelligence reports have
indicated a build up of AT mines in the area, but to date the mines
have either not been employed or have been evaded by the anti-

mine technique of the tank crews.

e greatest intelligence problem so far in Vietnam has been the
lack of an interperter at this Battalion. Effective use could be
made of an 4interperter, monitered by battalion headquarters end
used for security purposes and other specific tasks.:
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 The general state of tralhing in all sections of the
‘3d Tank Battalion throughout the month of September 1565

- was considered sxcellent. The immediate reaction of tank

“inites to assigned missions indlcated a high state of
proficiency. Specifically tank fires against enemy posi-
tions were rapid and in nearly all cases first round ac-
guracy was achieved., In order to maintain a constant
state of readiness,training during the nonth concentrated
in the following areas;

&, Mechanical functioning and live firing exercises
for all small arms, automatic weapons, and major caliber
. . guns orgaenic to the Tank Battalion. Headquarters personnel
ST and those who had recently Joined the Battalion received
A the most comcentrated training particularly in the enmploy-

ment of defensive weapons.

b. Terrain evaluation as it is effected by chanzing
climatic conditions.

|

1

!

| , _

b c. Achievement of mutual supporting fires when tanks
’ are operating on more than one axis. :

d. Conduct of the assault under conditions which re-
quire all openings in the tank hull to be completely closed.

e. GCommunications security and the use of brevity
codes and shackle sheets.

After three months experience in combat in Vietnam it
has been determined that it is necessary to provide pract-
jcal and realistic training concerning the special nature
of the war here to newly joined persomnel. Accordingly
prior to reassigning personnel as replacements to the
Gun Tank companies a forty hour training program will be
conducted commencing during October 1965. This syllabus
will include but not be limited to:

.a. ., Coordination with infanfry units in close combat.

b. Beconnalissance techindues particularly in locating
suitable river fords, river crossings, and likely areas for
anti-tank weapons and land mines.

:
|
[
|

.c. Modifications to driving techaigues required by
deep sand, steep slopes, flooded lowlands, and dense jungleé,

d.. Location and removal of enemy antl-personnel ex-
plosive devices.

e, Duties and responsibilities of tank liaison persontiel.
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f. Mechanical functionisg and techniques of employment

of tank and crew nsrved weapons system in Vietnam,
] %

g2 COmmunicatlons security and volcearadio procedures.

h. Hygleme and Sanitatlon in the field environmont
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operations

. Throughout the mon¥f o¥ September 1965 tank operations.
« ogourred on nearly a daily basis in the wide sandy coastal.
“plaim southeast of the city of Danang, Republic of Vietnam.

.- Purimg the last two weeks of Ausust one platoon from Com-

. pany B had operated in that area. However, the terrain

‘proved to be so faversble for tank employment that the
sntire company was relocated to Marble Mountain (BT 070714)
to allow expanded tank activity in pigrsuit of the Viet

Cong.

- With either a tank section or platoon in direct supporty
the two forward rifle companies of the 1lst Battalion, 9th -
Marines condueted tank-infantry patrold into the villages i

and hamlets warth of grid line (BT 66) between the w ’

 Vinh Dien ‘and the South China Sea. On 1 September atrol
drew a very heavy volumn of small arms fire near (BT 08269%).
The fire was returned, destroying two enemy positions and
gsilencing the small arms. For the next few days the
patrols continued daily actlvity leaving their defensive
positions at dawn and returning during the early after-
noon. Insignificant amounts of sniper fire occurred on
each patrol but until 9 September, the location of the enemy
‘could not be determined due to dense growth and the enemy's
failure to give any evidence of his position. On 9 Sept-
ember the pattern of morning patrols was terminated and
a seven tank patrol moved out at 1610H. At 1710H contact
was made with a substantial enemy force near Tra Khe (3)
(BT 081665). Tank fire was immediately returned and dur-
ing the engagement the enemy suffered two KIA and twenty
WIA by count. During the action a tank platoon sergeant
was critically wounded with a gunshot wound in the back
of the head which had passed through the ballistic helmet

"he was wearing and emerged under the right earphone.

Eneny mortar fire was directed against the tanks at the
beginning of the action. The tanks sustained no damage
although the infaantry mounted on the tank received a num-

‘ber of serious wounds.

Following this engagement the eneny forces, reported
as a Battalion, moved out of the area to the west and no
furthur contact was made until® 11 September. At approx-
imately 2000H 11 September a tank-infantry combat patrol

. encountered a small enemy force near (BT 042673) and (BT
043664). The targets were engaged by the tanks and the
Viet Cong suffered two KIA.

on 12 September operational emphasis in the lst Bat-
talion, 9th Marines TAOR began to switch from agressive
combat patrolling to providing security for the rice har-

" yest. Tanks were used to escort shipments of rice and to

@8sist in sweep and clear operations over an extended area
to prevent the Viet Cong from exacting their crop tax. L
. EﬂﬂCLKﬁNJRE{“)
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Concurrent with thgae‘estén 11y defensive operations,
tank crewmen conducted extenpive foot recomnaissance pat-

pols with infantry elements to determine routes of ad~

f;g%nce,for future tank operatiens south of grid line (BT
66) .

On 18 September tank-infantry patrols resumed along

- the eastern border of the coastal plain. Sniper fire

was received from inland positions which were not acces-
sable to the tanks or infantry due to intervening bodies
of water. The same situation centinued until 23 Septem-

' ber when a large portion of the lst Battalion, 9th Narines.

and supporting weapons conducted s complete house to house
search operatien ¢f the entire area north from grid line
(BT 66) te (BT 70) between north south grid line (BT 07)
and the Song Vinmk Diem, Three Viet Cong were killed dur-
ing this operation which found the entire tank company,
reinforced, operating as a sweeping and blocking force
along the entire east flank of the maneuvering infantry
battalicon. Reinforcing elements for this operation in-
cluded an infantry platoon, an amphibian tractor platoon,
and a section of Ontos all under the operational control

[N

‘of the Commanding Officer, Company B, 3d Tank Battalion.

on 25 September, responding to intelligence informa-
tion that enemy units and explosives were located near
grid square (BT 05635), tanks conducted two patrols into
that area. At 0810H a large explosion occurred directly
under the hull of a tank having been activated by an in-
itiating device located under the track. The tank was
jolted quite sharply although no personnel casualties
were sustained and the tank proceeded on its mission.

- Both patrols received congiderable small arms fire byt

no concentrations of Viet Cong could be located. One enemy -
was wounded and two suspects detalned. '

In following-up on the activity of 25 September a tank
platoon size patrol moved to the extreme west of the sandy
coastal plain during the morning of 26 September. Late
in the afternoon while returning from their limit of ad-
vancegthe tanks encountered a significant force at (BT
062635) near the hamlet of Bhong Ho (1). Shortly after
the fire fight began at 1538 ah enemy anti-tank shell
struck a tank slightly up and to the left of where the
gun enters the main hull. Penetration was incoumplete
although two Marines were wounded in the actlon. Two
other anti-tank rounds were fired at the tank and exploded
under the hull without inflicting any damage. All indic-

. ations were that the anti-tank weapon was probably a 57mm
recoilless rifle fired from a covered and concealed pos-

ition. During the intensec action tanks fired at numerous -
enemy targets destroying a number of structures and ob-

ENCLSSURR: (4)

??

DECLASSIFIED



Since the sige of the inf unit was small a search
was not conducted and the tanks returned to their deflen-
- sive p@éﬁt&eﬁs jusgt prior to“darkness. » |

On 27 September another platoon size patrol entered

“Phong Ho (1) to again be met by determined and signifiicant

‘enemy strength. It appeared that the enemy was trying to

‘maneuver the friendly forces into a trap. Accordingly !
contact was momentarily broken and the tanks moved north ‘
‘4inteo a covered area awaiting reinforcements. At 1500H
‘a seven tank unit with a complete infantry company return-
ed to the scene of the previous action. A large volume
of tank fire was directed ¢én enemy positions and rather
than fight theé larger force the enemy withdrew to the
‘“porth and west into dense hedgerows and trenches thus break
. ing contact with the Marine tank-infantry force. This

last action was observed by the Tank Battalion Commarder,

airborne in an H-34 helicopter 1200 feet above the battle

area. The Viet Cong suffered at least seven killed during

this aetion in addition to the destruction of numerous

defensive positlions. .

Becognizing that the Viet Cong preferred not to remain
engaged with a tank force of platoon size or large§ mod- |
jifications were made to fhe tactical employment of tanks
‘in the coastal plain on the evening of 27 September.
'Rather than having the tanks accompany the infantry gn the
same 1line, it was decided to have the infantry precedee the
tanks by at least 1000 meters. Once the infantry had
located and isolated the enemy force, the tanks would
maneuver rapidly from their concealed positions to the
point of contact and bring their superior firepower and
shock action to bear on the course of battle.

On 28 September an infantry squad patrol moved to (BT
103645) where they encountered heavy resistance. A tank re-
action force located 1500 meters to the nerth responded
rapidly, closed with the enemy bdfore they could escape,
and killed three and wounded two others. 1In this actiion
there were no friendly casualties. ‘

 During the fisal two days of September Company B re-
turned to a defensive posture and coumpleted required main-
fenance serviees while planning continued tank operations
&uth of grid line (BT 66). ,

Tank offensive operations for the remaining three
_companies of the Battalion were limited during the month
 of September 1965. Company A in direct support of the
3d Marine Begiment positioned one tank on Hill 41 (AT
934663) and ome tank on Hill 22 (AT 953667) in the south-
western portion of the DaNang enclave., The vital Nam Q
. Bridge at (AT 929841) was defended by three tanks in coor-
" gination with a Vietnamese Regional Force Platoon.

4
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" puring September activity i® the 3d Narines area was gen-
erally quiet excep® 1n the meuntains to the west which are

inacoessible to tanks.

- The 3d platoon. of Company A, attached to the 34 Bat-
.talion, 4th Marines at Phu Bal periodically occupied strong
points on the highway 1 approaches to the TAOR. The assign-
‘ment of the platoon as part of the Battalion reaction force

- remained the primary mission of this unit.

Company C, located at Chu Lai, maintained one platoon
in direct support and under the operational control of each
‘of the three Battalions of the 4th Marines. The first and -
‘gecond platoons occupied strong points along the MLR of
the 1lst Battalion, 4th Marines and the 2d Battalion, 4th
Marines. Ba¢h of these platodns was assigned the mission

. ‘®f providing harassing and interdiction fires into the
denge jungle in the high ground west of the TAQR., Approx--
imgtely twenty rounds of ammunition w M-expended each day
by ‘each platoon on three or four different farget areas. J
The third platoon in direct support of the 34 Battalion, |
3d Marines embarked aboard ship on 5 September as part of
the reserve element for Operation Piranha. Since the
reserve elements were not conmitted the platoon returned
to Chu Lai disembarking on 11 September. This platean.
then assumed the function as the tank element in the Reg-

_ imental reaction force while the 3d Battalion, 3d Marines
was temporarily assighed to the DaNang enclave. On 22
September four tanks from this platoon crossed the Song
An Tan River at (BS 4940653, and occupied defensive positions
on Hill 69 (BS 469069). Thnese tanks occupy the most crit-
jcal terrain feature in the Battalion's TAOR and are cap-
able of providing direct fire support to all units on the

MLR.

Company B, lst Tank Battalion, attached to the Seventh
Marines at Chu Lai participated in Operation Piranha from
5.11 September. Landing over Green Beach on the moruing
of 7 September the Company moved along the beach to the
gouth to a point along & high escarpment at (BS 774848) .
Here the steep terrain preyented furthur inland movenent.
The Gompany remained in th'¥s location for the remainﬂer
of the operation providing direect fire support to th :
maneuvering infantry elements.  Since opposition was scate,
tered and weak the tanks were not required to fire and. -
‘the flompany returned to Chu Lai on the morning of 11 Sept=’
ember, For the remainder of the month the company provided
two tanks at the southern roadblock on highway 1 and retain-
ed the other tanks in the company as a reaction force.
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SO s Tenk Battal Cu ‘ Post is on a high ridge
;;amne 00 meters north of the Song Cau Do River at (AT
. 988711). On the east is tHe village of Phong Bac and on

| the west the hsmlet of Yen Bac. Fifteen hundred Vietnam-

'¢pe citizens reside within five hundred meters of the

- perimeter wire, All available evldence indicates that -
%he indigenous personnel in this vicinity have been neutral
dn this war since ftheir land is on the border between the
strong government influence in DaNang and the long standing
. Viet Cung influence in the hamiets south of the river. The
..®iver gystem is the major means of communications into the
interior where Viet Cong control is strongest. Accordingly

getnexy terrorism, threats, harassments, and propaganda

have plkyed & significant part in the lives of the nearhy

‘ idants, This situation required that careful control "
be eﬁdrcised in the immediate vieinity of the Battalion ;
dommand Post in. order to gairn the congﬁdence of local re-
sidents and yet show a slgnificant degree of force which
‘weuld indicate to the énemy that this area was not &
‘Iticrative target. Under tidese cirgumstances patrol, ambush,
‘and sweeping operatianus wetre¢ modified in this partlcular
“area.

" In coordination with the headquarters of the 3d Ahti- -~
Tank Battalion, the First Amphibian Tractor Battalion, the
9th Marine Regiment, and the Hoa Cam Regional Forces
Praining Center joint patrols were conducted on two occa-
sions ‘during the month of September. On 19 September a
nearby village official was assassinated 800 meters from
the Battalion Command Post. The Tank Battalion Headquarters
Alert Force, composed of food services, maintenance, and -
-.supply personnel responded immediately and established a
blocking positiéon between the perimeter and the river to
the south while a sweeping force from the 24 Battalion,
9th Marines was helilifted into the area, The search and
sweep operation failed to determine the identity or location
of the assassin.

; The next special operation ocaurred on 27 September
when a reinforced squad from H&S Company again blacked the
major avenues of approach &nd @gress from the local villages
while a sweeping force composed of a ad of Regional i
Porces (RVN) and a squad from the 3d i-Tank Battaliong
“whieh had landed by amphibian tractor at (AT 975700),
maneutered in an easterly direction. This joint operation,
which carefully considered the lives and property o the
lecal residents, indicated that the enemy still retained
gome influence in this area.but more importantly revealed,

- for the first time, that the nearby civilian population

was beginnlng to accept and appreciate the protection and

ENCLOSURE 8)
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humane treatment provided by this and adjacent friendly
units.

. In another special operation an AN/TPS-21 was installed

‘ol the engine access doors of an M4BA3 Tank. The tracking

ingtrument was securely fastened to the vehicle with wire

T and séndbags. By being in such close proximity to the fire
contrel system of the tank the deflection and elevation o
readings received by the AN/TPS-21 operator can be placed.-

on the tank firing instruments without additional celcul-

~ ‘atioms. Six rounds of tank ammunition were fired during
‘geptenber using this system. Target surveillance could

not be verified since the ares was inaccessible due to
dense jungle growth. ; ‘
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- Battery life has veen s Counsiderably by the heat
conditigns in, Vietnam. A pessible remedy would be some
aﬂgjlzgfﬁrgrzigsration,unitffor battery storage in the Bat-
¥alion, Take problegsexists throughout the Division.,

o
+

_ During Operstion Starlight the antemnna mast base,
‘Mp-65, was damaged by shrapnel and small arms fire pre-

. venting radio oommunications. {his difficulty was allevi-
ated by placing a metal shield around the porcelain ant-
enne base so a3 to pravent fragments or small arms from
destroying effective communications. v .

The 34 Tank Battalion command post is on the MLR
requiring the maintenance of numerous defensive positions
and accordingly increased telephone communications. At
present the phenes in defensive positions are on temporary
' loan from othef organizations. Qperational committments -
" require the wide geperation of the tank gun companies
from the Tank Battalion headquarters. This situation has
indicated a need for additional test equipment at the
Tank Gompany level. Recommended T/E changes have been
submitted for the companies to add one AN, URM-48 signal
generator, one ME-25 volt meter, and one AN/URM-L3 watt
meter, ?ﬂgsh.thege new items of test equipment a 9.7 EW gen-

A pecommendation to include a AN/PRC-47 on the T/E
for each Tank Company has also been submitted. This re-
‘quirement was generated by the wide separation between
companies in Vietnam and the necessity for reliable com-
munications under all battle conditions.

1t has been found that the use of brevity codes and
authentication and shackle cypher systems are essential in
this type of war. Inereased training and use has prdved
to be invaluable to this battalion in insuring secure
communications. :

TT . §

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

SETRET ® o

LOGISTICS

le During the month of September the availability and distribution of

of Class I and III supply has been excellents The availability of Class
I1 has been fair except for selected items such as Pistol Holsters, the
lirht weight tropical combat boot, Availability of Class II spare parts
has been unsatisfactorys Supply of Class IV Fortification Materials has
been very unpredictable and consequently the availability of it can not
be counted upone Class V availability has been excellent except for cer-
tain illuwnination items.

20 A definate fast wear trend in the life of Tank Track, Tank Track
Sprockets, Batteries, and Torsion Bars is evident., The coral sand, the
exiremne temperature, and extensive operation has contributed to this
trend, The stockage objective of these parts was not realistic, part-
iculaﬁy in view of the excessive lead time involved in the chain of
resvpply and the operating environment in RVNe An vp to date stockage
objective is being established for all Tank and Motor Transport Spare
Parts.

3¢ At this time there is no availibility of marny spare partse Requisi-
tion and Tracer Action has been accomplished on every priority 02, 05
and some selected 12 and 17 prioritiess An example of excessive lead
tine is as follows,

Priority No., of Requistions No. Filled ¢ Filled
02 129 13 10,1
05 647 22 3als
12 711 22 el
17 132 6 LeS

e Generally Tank support has been provided when requested, However due
to the short remaining life and non availability of such items as track,
sprockets, and batteries, operational requirements must be screened to
ensure a true necessitye Actually there are only 11 Tanks Deadlined,

8ix of these are B,Co, lst Tank Battalion tanks which have a history of
Fuel Injector Pump problems

5. Our success in providing Tank Support during this period of spare

parts non availability is due to the outstanding preventive maintenance
performed by the crew and the professional ability and ingenuity of the

maintenance personnel of the Battalion,
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| SECRET 4 CIVIL AFFAIRS ¢

Prior to 21 September ths battelion civil affairs program
oonsisted mainly of a well orgenized mediocal treatment effort .
conducted by the Battalion HMedioal Officer and his assistents,
Almo during this period the Battslion Civil Affairs Officer
organized speoific projeots with limited objectives, The mdin
long range program has been the trailning of two civilian giriles,
eg68 14 ard 16 years, as nurses; Their performanse hag been
favorgbly reported on by the Battalion Medicel Officer,

The Battalion Civil Afrairs Officer orgeniged a party for
the ohildren of Puong Bac Hamlef (AT 989711) in celebration
of CHIIDRENS'! TET, 10 Septembers Cookies, milk, oerdy anmd
ohewing gum were atstribut‘ed to the ohildren, Also a small
amount of olothing, received through the Hanldolamp program,
was distributed to the %tsi

After 21 September the oivil affalrs progrem was expanied’s
On 24 Beptember the Battelion Commander paid a sooial visit
to the faemily of the Chlef of Hoa Tho Village, Hoa Vang Diste
riot, Later.on he hell a oonference with the Ghief to determins
what assistance the 34 Tank Battaelion ocould provide hie ville
ages It wae Gecided that improvement of the village school
was noeded, Tne sohool has a student bod{ of 150 e a fa0~
ulty of 4 teachers, The ourrioulum is l-ith grades, The
blggest meoessity is sohool suppliesg, The sohool also needs
bleokboards, r0of repair amd a oomorete deck; Two blaokboards
and a large supply of ohelk were presented to the school by
the Battalion Comrander on the following day. 8ohool supp~
lies were ordered through CARE, Ii weas 6e0ifed to requisition
oement and roofing tin through offical chamels of the Viete
namese government, & parellel requisition will be submitted
through Ue.Se Advisory ohannels,

On 31 September the Battalion Civil Aftairs Oiricer received
2000 1bs grain food, cooking oil, ocamly and sosp from Division
Civil Affairs, Tne vommoGities were provided by the Catholic
Belief Boolety anmd will be distributed to the loocsl villegers
on an as needed basis,

Other than the treatment of superfiociel injuries, it is
Giffioult to have an effiolent oivil affairs program without
the use of a regular interperter, 8o far the ladk of an
interperter has delayed certain activities that could have
been otherwise eaerily completeds
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T - Troops i

F - File :
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L0910 § 004 020910H Fr 34. Two VCS were observed in the hamlet of 3
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Y0955 H 005 0209554 Fr SSB. B-3 SITREP, B-34 and B-35 on sweep with 24 i

' platoon, "A" Company. No enemy contact. S 4
1435 006 | 0214354 | Pr SSB. B-3 SITREP. Two tanks swept south with - 1

24 platoon, "A" Company. Light enemy contact. S 2

2000 007 | 0220008 } 34 reported all secure. S ;

2200 008 | 0222008 | 34 reported all secure. S

2400 ‘ 009 | 022400H | 34 reported all secure. S :

‘:.
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S-3 Section

[ .

L

34 Tank Bn
Vietnam
020001H Sep 65 to
032400H Sep 65
TIME RN DTG INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDER, ETC. ACTION TAKEN |
IN ouT ‘ M - M=
S - Staff
T - Troops
- F - File
0200 001 030200H 34 reported all secure. S
0400 } 002 030400H §} 34 reported all securs, S )
0600 003 0306004 § 34 reported all secure. S
1115 § 004 } 031115 | Fr SSB. B-3 SITREP. B-34 and B-35 on sweep with
1l squad and 1 LVT from "D" Company. B-35 sweepling
area for A,P, mines. B-41, B-42 and F-33 moving
, Company "A" to new location. S
1510 005 031510H Fr SSB. B-2 SITREP., Two tanks with "D" Company.
Patrol 2000 meters in front of French Fort. S
1810 006 | 031810H | 34 reported all secure. S
1950 007 031950H Fr 34. LVT moving up river. S
2000 008 032000 34 reported all secure. S
2200 009 032200H 34 reported all secure. 3
2400 010 0324001 34 reported all secure. S
j
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S;-3 Section
34 Tank Bn
Vietnam

" e

OLOO01H Sep 65 to
042400H Sep 65
“TINE SERNO  DIG  INCIDENTS, WESSAGES, OHDER, ETC. ACTION TARER |
IN ouT ‘ M - Mep
S -« Staff
T - Troops
F - File
0150 001 } O40150H | 34 reported all secure. S
0400 002 | O4OLOOH | 34 reported all securs. S l
0600 003 | O40600H | 34 reported all secure. S
2000 004 | 042000H |} 34 reported all secure. S
2200 005 | 0422008 | 34 reported all secure. S
2400 006 | O42400H | 34 reported all secure. S
0800 007 040800H | IATE ENTRY. 34 fired 14 men with the M-79. S
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S-3 Section
3d Tank Bn

“ : Vietnam

; 050001H gep 65 to
052400H Sep 65

"SERNO  DIG  INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDER, ETC. ACTION TAKEN
IN ouT ‘ ' M - Mep
S - Staff
T - Troops
: F - File
0200 001 { 050200H |} 34 reported all secure. s
0400 002 |} 050400H } 34 reported all secure. s
0600 003 | 050600H ] 34 reported all secure. S
800 004 | 051800H | Pr SSA. "A" Co. SITREP, Four tanks fired .30 and
) .50 Cal Machine Guns for training. S
4 2000 005 | 052000H | 34 reported all secure. S
2200 006 | 052200H } 34 reported all secure. S
2220 007 | 052220H | Fr 34.. Hotel-52 reported seeing two men cross cledr
ing in front of tank about 100 meters away.
Yankee-2 reports unusual noise coming from village
, below position. S
2230 008 | 052230H | Fr 34. Yankee-1 reported talking and clanging of get
metal in village below Yankee-1 pesition. S
2300 009 052300H Pr 34. Hotel-52 reported light blinking in village,
two people with light. S
2400 010 } 0524004 } 34 reported all secure. S
)
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§-3 Section
34 Tank Bn
Vietnam

060001H Sep 65 to

062400H Sep 65

ACTION TAK

ey

TIME SERNO DTG INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDER, ETC.
IN ouT ’ M - Mz
S - Staff
T - Troops
F - File
0200 001 {§ 060200H | 34 reported all secure. S
0400 002 | 060400H | 34 reported all secure. ]
0600 003 | 060600H | 34 reported all secure. S
1035 004 06103 5H Smokercom will receive an antl-alrcraft mount for
.50 Cal machine gun from Heavyfist, S
1105 005 061105H | Fr Shove-3. Operation Order 331x65i ready for pick-
up. S
1420 | 006 | 061420H | To Monroe, Acknowledge receipt of Operation Order
331-65 this date. 3
1500 007 061500H | Bn Corpsmen treated thirty vietnamese in the
Hamlet of Phong Bac (1). ‘ S
1605 008 | 0616054 | Fr SSB. Tank stuck at (BT 077688). BReceiving
sniper fire. Fire returned results unknown. S
1815 009 | 061815H | Pr SSB. Downed tank has been pulled out. Is now
being towed to Redwood Alpha CP. Recelving heavy
sniper fire. S
2000 010 062000H | 34 reported all secure. S
2200 011 | 062200H | 34 reported all secure. S
2400 012 062400H | 34 reported all secure. S
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8-3 Section -
34 Tank Bn
Vietnam

070001H Sep 65 to

072400H Sep 65

-

¥

TIME SERNO DTG INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDER, ETG. ACTTON TAKEN
IN ouT ’ M - M&p
S - Staff
T - Troops
‘ F - File
0200 001 {070200H | 34 reported all securs. S
0400 002 | 0704008 | 34 reported all secure. S
0600 003 070600H § 34 reported all secure. S
40630 004 | 0706300 | Fr SSB. B-3 SITREP, Operation (BT 076690). Three
} tanks supported recon and infantry mission south
of Tra Que village (BT 093671) supported also north
of village and west of Song Can Bein River (BT
077688). S
1010 005 071010H To 38B-6. RHequest you maintain 24 hour radio guard
this net until completion of QP Piranha pass to
8S-3. All available info concerning plattsburg
Brave Operatiens, S
1048 006 | 071048H | Fr 34. Small Arms fire coming from the south side
of the Song Cau Do in the direction of the Bn. CP. 3
1530 007 071530H Fr SS8B. I=-2 SITREP. Three tanks with A-1-9.
Three tanks with ¢-1-9. Iio enemy contact. S.
2045 008 072045H 34 reported all secure. S
2200 009 072200H | 34 reported all secure. S
2400 010 072400H | 34 reported all secure. 5
]
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. §-3 Section
3a Tank Bn
Vietnam

080001H Sep 65 to

082400H Sep 65

TINE

SERNO DTG INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDER, ETC.

ACTION TAKEN
IN ouT M - M=
S - Staff
T - Troops
F - File
0200 001 § 080200H 34 reported all secure. S
0400 002 | OBO4OOH | 34 reported all secure. S
0600 003 | 0806004 § 34 reported all secure, S
0815 004 | 080815H | Fr SSB. B-33 and B-34 are on operation with Red-
} wood "C®". ET of completion 1300H. [
1115 005 081115H Fr SSB-2. Present location 1500 meters east of
Marble Mtn. Recd SA fire. Moved into area and
secured same. One civilian wounded, s
1800 006 | 081800H | 34 reported all secure. S
1910 007 | 081910H | To SSA, SSB, $SC, Platsburg-B. Mod to SITREP.
Complete and detailed information on all operation*
and training be submitted to Sharpshooter-3 by :
‘ 1500 daily. S
2000 008 082000H 34 reported all secure. S
2139 009 | 082139H | Pr SSB-6. Have contacted B-35. No enemy contact.
Reports all secure, s
2150 010 } 082150H | Pr SSB-6. No contact with two "B" @o. tanks in
support of ®"A® Co, or two "RB* Co. tanks in support
of "C" Co. All secure. No enemy contact. S
| 2200 011 | 082200H { 34 reported all secure. S
) 2203 012 082203H | Pr SSC. Possibility SSC-3 tanks will return to CP
5 this evening. S
2215 013 082215H Pr SSB-6., Have established contact with all "B*
. C0. units. All secure. No enemy contact. No
contact with "B®" Co. control unit, ‘ S
2400 014 | 082400H | 34 reported all secure. S
l
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8.3 Section-

34 Tank Bn
Vie tnam

090001H Sep 65 to
092400H Sep 65

TTIME SERNO DTG INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDER, ETC. ACTION TAKEN
IN ouT ’ M - Mep
S - Staff
T - Troops
F - File
0200 001 {090200H 34 reported all secure. S
0400 002 J090400H 34 reported all secure. . S
0600 003 |090600H |34 reported all secure. ; S
33057 ook }091330H |PFr SS8C-5. All vehicles committed. Light sectdon
) ' - I from S3C-1 at (AT 610420) in support of India Co.
‘ All other vehicles committed with Sudden Death and
Warehouse at (AT 583004), 8SB-3 still not ashore. S
1500 005 091 500H Fr SSA-6. Status anl situation of "A" Co. remains
the same. "A" Co. 3d Recon Bn patrol on hill 41
P possibly delayed 24 hours. S
1615 006 091615H Fr SSB-6. Four tanks with SSB-2 is operating with
A-1/9. B-3A with three tanks is operating with
D-1/9. S
1800 007 |091800H | Pr SSC. Headquarters platoon on operation with
Bendix and element o8 Swain against VC position
at (AT 585011). Sent remaining vehicles to
(AT 557010) as @ blocking force. First platoon
. section supported India 3/4 to cover a retraction
: by LVT across the Song Tra Bong Biver at (AT 6130201 .S
915 008 |} 0919154 | Fr 8SB-6. Spot report. Enemy contact, enemy
> retreated, have now linked up with friendly troops
' on left. Number of enemy unknown. .8
1920 009 091920H Fr SSB-6. 3pot:pepobrti Beasynennﬂy;&bnhact;.l WIA S
1935 010 | 091935H | Pr SSB-6. No situation report as of now. S
1945} 011 }091945H | To SSB-6. B-2A condition is reported as good. S
2000 012 092000H 34 reported all secure. S
2030 013 092030H Fr 34. Four men moving east to west on north side
. of river. S5
| 2040 014 | 092040H | Fr SSB. Situation under control. S
2100 015 092100H Fr Iron Tree-3. Previous report of tank on fire
: erroneous., Flame tank firing. S
2130 016 092130H Fr 34. Two men moving in same position as 2030H, S
| 2200 017 | 092200H |} 34 reported all secure. S
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TINME SERNO DTG INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDER, ETC. ACTION TAKEN
S - Staff
T - Troops
F - File
2220 018 10922208 |Pr 8sB-6. B-33, B-34, and B-35 began sweep with
- linfantry at 2200H. One tanker WIA, . Not evacuated.} S
2330 019 092330H Pr Shove-7. "B® Co. WIA in condition critial. S
12345 | 020 [092330H |To ssB-6. Request info required by Shove-7. S
2345 021 0923458 |Fr SSB. 1Info request furnished. S
355 022 10923550 |To Shove-7. 1Info submitted. 3
2400 023 ]092400H |34 reported all secure. S
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- LI g-j Section
Y o Y i , : d Tank Bm
iy Vietnam
CONFIDENTIAL
: . 100001H Sep 65 to
. 102400H Sep 65
TIME SERNO DTG INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDER, ETC. ACTION TAKEN
IN ouT ' ' M - Mep
’ S - Staﬁ
T - Troops
F - File
0010 001 |{@923478 | Fr SSB-6. Sweep began with B-31, F-31, B-21, and
B-24 in direct support of Redwood-A at 1530H for
LOD (BT 080699) sweeping to (BT 082675). SBcured
') sweep at 2300H., B-21, and F31 returned to "B" Cod
~ CP. B-24 and B-31 remained at A-1/9 CP. ]
10200 002 | 100200E |} 34 reported all secure. S
0400 003 | 100400H | 34 reported all secure. S
0600 004 | 100600H | 34 reported all secure, S
0920 005 | 1009208 | Fr Senator-3. Div approved moving tanks off Monkey]
Mtn. May Aeave requirement to replace them with
A" Co. or Hgq tanks. S
1645 006 1016454 | Fr SSA. Continuing Q service on tanks. All securd. S
2040 007 102040H 34 reported all secure. S
2200 008 | 102200H 34 reported all secure. S
25400 009 { 102400H | 34 reported all secure. S
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' HE , . S-3 Section
© .Y ~a ' 3d Tank Bn
CONFIDENTIAL Vietnan
. P 1100014 Sep 65 to
: 1124004 Sep 65
TIiME SERNO DTG INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDER, BTC. ACTION TAKER
IN ouT ‘ M - Mep
S - Staff
T - Troops
F - File
0200 001 ] 110200H | 34 reported all secure. S
0400 002 ] 110400H | 34 reported all secure. S
0600 . 003 | 110600H |} 34 reported all secure, S
12035 004 ] 111035 |} Pr SSB-6., B-2 presently at (BT 085675). Standing
> by ACP. No enemy contact. All secure. S
500 005 } 111500H | Fr SSB-6. "B" Co, cprpsmen treated 15 civiliams. 3
1830 006 | 111830H | Pr SSB-6. SSB-2 on recon patrol at 1534H (BT 091669).
Returned 1655H. No enemy contact. All secure, S
2000 007 | 112000H |} 34 reported all secure. S
2110 008 | 112110H | Fr SSB-6. B-3A with two tanké went on combat patrdi
with Delta-3 from(BT 043663) to (BT 043664).
Engaged enemy targets (BT 042673) and (BT O043664).
Targefs destroyed, 2VC KIA. S
2200 009 112200H |} 34 reported all secure. S
2325 010 112325H Fr 34, Yankee-1 reported several occasions obser-
vive ving individuals in fields and entering bamboo
grove, Unknown if persons were armed. S
2330 ! 011 112330H Smokeroom CP recd three rds SA fire from Phong Bacd S
i
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3d Tank Bn
Vietnan

120001H Sep 65 to
122400H Sep 65

e S

TIME SERNO DTG INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDER, ETC. ACTION TAKEN
IN ouT ' M - Mep
S - Staff
T - Troops
F - File
008l 001 120001H Fr 34, Yankee-1 reported seelng J or ¥ people
- | across his direct front, about 600 meters out. S
0010 002 1200104 Fr 34, Reported movement in front of Yankee
position. Fired one roung. Negative results.
)0015 003 1200154 | Fr 34, H-51 raported two men crossing the cleariné
in front of tank, went into house in Phong Bac.
0125 004 | 2293254 | Fr SSB-6. B-2 now employed at A-1/9 CP., Recd
six rounds mortor fire. No casualities. No tank
deamage. S -
0155 005 | 1201558 | 34 reported all secure.’ S
0400 006 | 120400H | 34 reported &1l secure. S
0600 007 | 120600H | 34 reported all secure, S
1310 008 121310H | Pr SSC. "C" Company held firing exercises on
1st Bn.,, 4th Marines Range of all creswserve and
T/0 weapons. S '
1430 009 |} 121430H | Fr Shove-3. There will be no further committment
for tenks on Monkey Mountain, S
1635 010 | 121635H | Fr SSB-6. All B-2 tanks have returned to A-1/9 cp,
Captured one VCS; turned over to 3/9. S
1740 011 | 121740H | Pr SSA. All platoons remain in same disposition. S
800 012 121800H | 34 reported all secure. S
)%OOO 013 122000H | 34 reported all secure. S
2200 014 | 122200H | 34 reported all secure. S
2314 015 | 122314H } Pr SSB. All secure. No enemy contact. S
2400 016 | 1224008 § 34 reported all secure. S
{
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' ‘ 130001H Sep 65 to
1324000 Sep 65
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TIME SERNO DTG INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDER, ETC. ACTION TAKEN
IN ouT ' M - Mep -
‘ S - Staff
T - Troops !
F - Flile %
0200 001 }130200H | 34 reported all secure. S 1
0400 002 1304008 34 reported all secure. S 3
0600 003 1306000 } 34 reported all secure. S 3
¢ {0910 004 | 130910H | Fr SSB-6. Company will conduct wweep north from
- \) present positions on Gridline 66 to LOD for oper
ation conducted 11 Sep 65. Mission involved pro-
tection of rice crop in that area. Will send
copy of OpOrder today, S
1800 005 131800H | Fr SSB-3. B-35 and B-34 completed sweep with
"D* Company at 1700H. No enemy contact. S
1900 006 131900H FPr SSC. DNormal operation . Treated five Vietnamesd
children for minor cuts. 1lst P1lt., in direct suppo
of 1/%. 84 Plt. in direct support of 2/4. 3d Pltﬂt
in direct support of 3/3. S
2010 007 | 132010H | 34 reported all secure. S
2145 008 132145H Fr Senator-3. ARVN will be loading ammo at (AT
3 965726) 14-17 Sep 65. S
2150 009 132150H Fr SSB. Approximently 2050 recd light SA fire, S
2200 010 1322008 34 reported all secure. S
?400 011 | 132400H | 34 reported all secure. S
|
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S-3 Section

34 Tank Bn
Vietnan

140001H Sep 65 t
142400H Sep 65

TIME

. SERNO

- DTG

o

INCIDEBT'I_‘S , MESSAGES, ORDER, ETC.

ACTION TAKEN
IN M - Mep
S - Staff
T - Troops
F - Flle
0200 001 140200H 34 reported all secure. S
0400 002 | 14040CH | 34 reported all secure. S
0600 003 140600H | 34 reported all secure. S
0755 004 1407 55H Fr Senator-3, 14 Sep 65 from 0800 to 1130H, Hoa
Cam will search Yen Ne Bac at (AT 980705 - AT 980741). S
1540 005 | 141540H ]} Fr SSB. B-24 and B-23 commenced sweep with A-1/9.
R (BT 091669) to (BT 100650). Details later, ]
2000 006 142000H 34 reported all secure. S
2140 007 142140 Fr SSB-6. B-2 and B-3 all secure. No enemy conta#t. S
2200 008 142200H 34 reported all secure. s
2400 009 1424008 | 34 reported all secure. S
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TIME SERNO

'$-3 Section
34 Tank Bn

Vietnam

1500014 Sep 65 to
1524004 Sep 65

e A b i ¢

DTG INCIDENIS, MESOAGRS, ORDER, BTGC. ACTION TAKEN
IN ouT ’ M - M=

S -« Staff
T - Troops
F - Flle

0200 -001 150200H ] 34 reported all securs, S

0400 002 | 150400H| 34 reported all secure, S

0600 003} 150600H{ 34 reported all sedure. S

1200 ook 1512008} Fr SSB. B-34 and B-35 on sweep with D-1/9. S

1625 005} 1516258} Fr SSB. Situation normal. No enemy contact. S

1800 006 151800H{ 34 reported all secure. S

1945 0071 151945H] 34 reported all secure. S

2200 008 1522008] 34 reported all secure. S

2400 009 | 1s524004] 34 reported all secure, S
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8-3 Section

3d Tank Bn
Vietnam

160001H Sep 65 to
162400H Sep 65

TIME

SERNO DTG INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDER, ETG. ACTION TAKEN
IN OUT - M - Mep
S - Stafrf
T - Troops
F - File
0200 001 | 160200H | 34 reported all secure. S
0400 | 002 | 160400H | 34 reported all secure. S
0600 003<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>