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ORGANIZ.TIONLL DATA

Designation: Third Tink Battalion (Rein), ¥MF, Third Marine

Herdquarters, 3d Tank Battolion
A& Company, 3d T-nk Battalion
B Compqny, 3d Tank Rattnlion
C Company, 3d Tonk P-ttnlion
B Compnny, lst Tank Bettnlion
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DECEMBER 1965 SUMMARY
PERSONNEL AND ADMINISTRATION

The Battalion's personnel posture continugs at an
acceptable level in relation to the M Series T O, The-
Battalion's chargeable strength as of 31 December 1965,
was 31 Marine Officers and 718 Marine enlisted, together
with 1 Naval-Officer and 1k Naval enlisted, - The 1st Platoon
of A Comnany, this command , was transferred to the 3d
Fattslion, Lth Marines which rotated as a RLT to Oklnawa on
50 December, This transfer explains the sudden Arop of
1 Marine Officer and 22 I'arine enlisted from the hattalion
rolls, The 2nd Platoon of A Company, this command, vresently
on the return leg of the rotation ¢ ¢le with 2nd Tattalion,
3rd Marines, will be returning ADCON tp this battelion in
the very near future. ,

The Dattalion lost some 23 Marine enlisted personnel
through either rotation to GONUS or by medical evacuation
(all of which were non-battle cagses), One Marine from
B Company, lst Tenk Tattalion (LCpl John v, ASHMAN 2096207/
1811) was killed (non-battle) at Chu Lai. The proximate
cause of his death was a through and through missile wound
caused by a «50 caliher (cupola mounted MG) round in the
left side of the chest, LCpl ASHMAN was standing approxim-
ately 5 feet in front of the weanron's muzzle on the right
frount fender of the tank at the time of the discharge.

The incident is presently being investigated in consonance
with current directives from this and higher headruarters.

The Jattalion joined 28 enlisted marines as replacements
during this reporting period,

R e A A

As stated vreviously th
experiencing an almost, critical shortage in the 01 Occupe~
tional Field, ‘The  shortago of trainad clerks (N141) has
handicapped our administretive effort, In some cases tank’
repairmon (2141) are serying as clerks due to the shortage.
The accuracy of personnel yaports and ralated adriiinistation

~ ¥attalion is presently

A

continucs toihe patisfactory, but_in'sgmc pages in{ : '
marginally sgy Replagements;in this fle)d are gorely neceded,
h°W°VCr‘09n9§$ﬁﬁminﬁl¥;aré-t¢'be.had-\15'198817Q39rk (0121) .

‘15 necfed ,also, as ths yolume of.legal buginess conducted
‘ ogsesglon of a 1

by tho Batthlion ‘is.snuch,ag. bto meks the posse
1eg9}fﬁ?e§¥‘f9}3?).w-;??§9¥9§9239°°§51V¥3

The Battalion i still short 17 tank grevmen (1811),
This problem has been pnrtialli alleviated through the sub-
stitution of tank repairmen (2141) in order to make full
tank crews, This solution is only possible so long as the
Battalion rotains its slipght overage in the 2100 Occupational
Ficld, and in no instence- should this expedient be
interpreted as anything hut the emergency stop-gap measure
it is. Tank crewmen who do not pysscss a qualified
primary M03 of 1811 are not considered desirables The 17
tank erowmen (1811) are indeed badly neoded by this Battalion,
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Replacem”s in the 3% Occupational ?M are needed.
The Rattalion Motor Transport platoon is short 11 drivers
(3531) for their M-54 6 X 6 trucks. This shortage has
chuscd the Dattalion to administratively deadline motor
vghiclcs duc to the lack of qualified drivers to operate
them,

The Battalion has had no replacrment of Off{cers this
renorting veriod, end is presently short 1), Officers. As
stated previous this shortage has necessitated some Officers
performing the duties normally perform~d by two or more.

The Battalion hes had only one serious breach of
discinline this month and it has been referred to a Sumary

b

Court Martinl,

Morala remains outstanding. Continued improvement of
living conditions is in pvidence. The Rattalion Spncial
Snrvices Officer has orgsnized both Volleyball and Softball -
sames. The R&R trips to Hong Yong, Rangkok, Okinawa, Tokyo,
Taipei, and Saipon RVN are well recelved by all hands. It
scems to be the universal wish that the R&% time period of
5 days could be excendad to 7 days.

The Rattaliorn promotion board met on 1 December and
promotcd 16 Marin:s to Lance Corporal and 5 Marincs to :
Corporal under th~ provisions of paragraph 7 of MCO 1418,90, v
Two Corporals wern meritoriously promoted to Sergeant follows
ing a mooting of the Division promotion board., Twenty other
Corporals werc promoted to Sergeant pursusnt to MCRul 1430 -
of December 1965, In addition, the Rattalion Commander, T
LtCol RAPHAEL, offocted the two combat promotions (one to -
ICpl and one to Cpl) authorized by FMFPacO 1430.6,

ENCLOSURY: (&)
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CORUTTHTIAL IELLIGENGE

Viet Uong aotivity ageinst tanks was light for the month of December 1965e
Several bits of information were uncovered, however, which do have signifie
cance for the 3d Tank Battalion,

The RPG=2 which has proven moderately effective against tanks in the
past was again encountered on Operation Harvest Moons Though Tenks were not
involved in the operation, seven of these weapons were captured from the ,
Viet Cong units involved, indicating that they are in greater abundance than S
previously supposeds It must be assumed that in future engagements with the
Viet Cong Main Force Battalions defensive measures will have to be taken to
insure a minimum of opportunity for V.Ce employment of the RPGe?e This
weapon will penetrate 6=7 inches of homogeneous steel according to the manual
on foreign weaponss (reference Chieu Cu, Tap I)¢ It is suspected, however,
that this weapon has accounted for 5} inohes of armor penetration on one vehe
dcle in this Bne

A

During the month of December 1965 as during pbsvious months the most
effective Viet Cong weapon was the land mine, These mines continued to be in
the 25-35 pound claesj again with the emphasis on shaped chargese The mines
again were ineffective in destroying tanks though they continually did
enough damage to require extensive maintenance in order that the tanks remain
tactically sounde f

The Viet Uong continued to avoid contact with tanks indicating the
inability of the units involved to destroy the vehicle, On every occassion
in which contect was made by tank units with the Viet Uong, the Viet Cong
attempted to break contact immediately, In several instances the Viet Cong
showed every indication of being capable and desirous of maintaining contact
with friendiy infantry units, Immediately upon committmmnt of tanks, howe
ever, the Viet Cong broke contact in hastey

On 31 December 1965 the battalion Be2 submitted a special intelligence
report on the situation in PHONG BAC hamlet,tcobrdifiates :{ATg90706); 40 the
Commanding General, Third Marine Divisions, In brief the main points of the
report were as followss ‘

1, Over twenty youths from this hamlet have been recruited into the
Viet Cong army since 1963,

2¢ Although there are no armed Viet Cong staying in the village on a
continuing basis, they frequently visit for propagenda snd agitation pure !
poses, according to the villagerss ,

3¢ The village, though overtly supporting the Government of the Republic
oy Viet Nam, does, in the opinion of HUA VANG distriot, HOA THO village, and

tho 3d Yank Battalion, possess an influential National Idberation Front
infrastructure,

CONFITI fiyial
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le Progress has been made in gaining the support of the people of
PHONG BAC,

The official governmant administrative organization of the hamlet is only
moderately successful in functioning as an effective governing body, This.
topic will be discussed in detail in a forthcoming special intelligence reports

The Viet Cong assassinated a popular force squad leader in PHONG BAC
on the 20th of December 1965, It is believed that they departed in the

direction of the CAM NE Hamlets at (AT980695)s It is also believed that
the Viet Cong recelved aid in locating him from some people in the villages

(Ses Special Intelligence Report 31 December 1965)s
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TANK COMBAT OPERATIONS

Tank Combat operstions during the month of December were
compoeed of the following:

Company "A" remeins in direct support of the 38 Marimes,
oooupying strong points slong the MLR amd provifing a moblle
reserve foroe for the regiment. The company has two tanks on :
hill #41 (AT 934664) in support of an infantry oompeny. The
tanks working in oconjuotion with a AN/TPS-21 refar, are used
extensively for H&I's Pfires. Other tenks in the ocompany were
algo employed in firing H&I's in the TAOR, The 38 pletoon, "A"
company, attached to the 38 Battsllon, 4th Merines, oocuples
strong points on Highwey 1 end the airfield and provided the
battalion with a mobile reserve force,.

Company. "BY pemains in direoct support of the 9th Marines
with one platoon of taenks in support of the 20 Battalion and
the remaivnder in support of the lst Battalion, This company
continues to have the majority of tank offensive aotlons,.

Company "B" partiocipated in numerous search ant olear and
search an® 8estroy operations and armored patrols. They aleo
provided the 9th Merines with e mobile reserve force and oooupled
strong points along the MLR., During Deoember, elements of the
compeny had 20 ocontaots with the V.C. and killed an estimated 22
V.C. (17 Confirmed)., They also apprehended 9 VCs and sunk two
sampans, The most notable contasot ooourred in on actlon in
which a section of tanks wes employed as a mobile reaction foroe
to ald an {nfentry squed under heavy attack., An estimated 60
uniformed VC were attacked. Im the ensuing fire fight 41 VC
were killed with the tanke oredited with 13 of the kills,

Compeny "C", attached to the 4th marines oocupled strong
pointe along the MLR in the Chu Lal enclave, The company .
provides one tank platoon as pert of the salert force near the \
Chu Lal eoirfield, end pertioipated in beach patrols along thier
section of the perimeter, ‘ »

Company "B" let tenk battalion, attached to the 7th marines. R
supported operations within the TAOR, participating in sweep
and clear and searoh and Sertroy operations and support of patro: "
The company oconducted beach patrols in the TAOR end provides one b
pletoon for the defense of the Chu Lail Alrfield.

L mand
R v
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. SPECIAL OPERATIONS

Specinl operations were conduoted by H&S Compeny during the
month of Deoember in arces ad jacent to the Battallon CP 13
day time patrole end 7 night ambusher were oconducted, One

_ gweep and olear operstion was conducted -over two gridé squares

eouth oné@ eaet of the CP.  The battallon provided one infantry
platoon on standby for immediate employment in the 38 Marine

" Division TAOR, during operation Harvest Moon.
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TRAINING

During the month of December, tralning wae continued to
maintain and iporease the high state of Combat readinese.

Weekly firing of personal and orew served small arme was
conducted, tnoluding the M-79 grenade launcher.

Headguarters personnel have received extensive on the Job
and concurrent treining in the ercotion of field fortications o
and the oconstruotion of bunkers, This was accomplighed during b
improvement of Battelion Headquarters Defenres, "

S

Two, one day inetruction periode >n the olaymore mine Ve:
provided to Battalion Healguarters peresonnel by instructors fro.
the third and seventh engineer Bns,

Individusl end tank orew training and drills in the teoh~

iniguees ond fundawentale of indirect and long range direct tank
gununery., :

Six equed eized patrols have been organized ar immedlate
stand by rcaction forcee, Training was conducted in soouting

and patrolling with emphaeis plased on night patrolling and Q.
ambushes, ,L

CONFIDENTIAL
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ae The period covered by tais report is from 1 to 31 December 19656
During this period the command has continued to perform the normal logistic
functions required to support a Tank Battalion (Rein)e The overall Logistic
Picture has improved and the future seems to be encouraging, There are
certain proolem areas which still exist however and these are stated below.

be The main Logistic effort during this period has been an aggressive
attempt to procure critically required tank spare parts; analysis and re=-
organization of supply accounting, warehousing and office procedures; an
up-to-date evaluation of anticipated supply requirements (o include a re-
appraisal of the requisition objective); and the development of the Battalion
Cantonmenty .

Lo Suggaz
a, Determination of Bupply requirements:

(1) Determination of supply requirements nas demanded the personfal
attention of all the special and cxecutive staff and the unit commanders. It
has veen found that the usage data accumulated during the nontactical years
is not realistic. rhe usage data concerning class II spare parts was, in the
nost part, unsatisfactory. A detailed analysis of the requisition objective
for eacih spare part was conducted by the cognizamt section head and the Bn.
Supply Officer, This took vime and effort, however a much more regliable and
realistic stockage objective of Class Il spare parts is now in effect,

(2) & determination of Supply Requirements caused Ly the climate and
terrain waich is peculiar to this area, is a continmuous cfiort, Mosquito Wets,
Wet weather Gear, Rust Preventives, and foot powders are among the spscial
jtems peculiar to this cnviromient.

(3) A compilation of tie combat allowance for T/E items has been
completed. Tne increases which are significant are as follows: {(a study is
now being conducted to determine a true need for these items).

TIRM C/A I78M c/A
Sinoculars 8 Tank M67 1
sl Rifle 18 GP Tent 7
SiG Cale oU5 L Helmet HC=2 13
Truck M-38A1 1 Body Armor )

be Supply Administrations The administrative procedures for storing,
accounting, requistioning, ana Jdocumenting of supp.ies was found to be uns
reliaple ana siow to respond to [ield requirementse The oftice paper flow was
indefinite, not only betwecn desks, but between oiiice and warehousinge.
Consequently errors in records and stock locator {iles uere on the increase.
A comolete evaluation ol procedures and a reorganization of uhe supply section
has ateviated tiis and obier internal proviems.

L CONFIDENTIAL
ENCLOSURE (79
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Ce rrocurement, Availability, and Uistribution of Supplye

(1) Availability of Class I, ILI, and V supplies has been exccilente
The availability of Class IV supplies was fair lLowever tunker material, con=
certina wire, sand bags, and metal stakes are now obtainable.

(2) The non-availability of Class II spare parbts still continuesto be
the major supply and maintenance sroblems Components of thie Tank Suspension
System have been of zreat concern to this command since July 1905 In an
attempt of anticipate the need, tank sprockets, track, and torsion bars were
placed on Priority 12 and 17 requisitions during July and Septembers It was
anticipated that a number of these items would require replacement in Uctober
and Noverber. sxcept for the recent sihipment of track, none of tie other items
have been received, Consequently the over all condition of the “ank urack and -
suspension has continued o deteriorate. tanks which had poor irack .nd sus-
pension in July are now cmployed 1n energency situationsonly. Good track and
suspension which exisled in July has now depreciated to a poor conditions To
keep up with the .rowing requirenents and tue corresponding uriency, sdditional
requistions oi ligher priority Lave been submitbted. Tracer action on all
requisitions has besn pursuede Of tue 1] sets of track just rccently received
G sets were =51 netriever (racke .iere are uo l=51 sprockets availables M=51
sprocket were placed on a priority 02 requisition to faciliate tnc use oi the
aveilable M-Sl tracks iany of the sprockets now being uvilized an the Medi8 and
the =67 are worn to a degree thav tuey would seriously damage new track if it
was used. AL thils time there are enough surockets on order to oubtiit 15 Tanks,
tids includes a request Ior 4l sprockets wiiich is in the ited sail Systetis
ITI iaF and uivision hav. takes a persongal inverest in tuis provieme wivision
dispaten 1311164 Dec, ©o whird®Fgk and isgatch 1311202 bec, bo oG I0T sl
requestec irmediated action on e oubstanaing sprocket and LOrsion uar
recuisitionse.

(3) &mall spare parcs and items of lithtle weignt and cuve are beg..ning
o arvive i good vime. Tuds is mostgly due to the ubilization of parcel poste
h# wrend Lowever is that heavy and bulky items such as mentioned in paragraph
2, C, (3) above are not conming in. fhis is a particular serious itrend for
this organization in bhat many of our Supply Requirements are ecV¥e A L0oo
pound weight limivation was imposed on tue critvigpak program and this has
curcailed omr full use of the program alsoe

(4) 4s stated above the lack of supply support of Jiass LI s _are
sarse 15 oosiymificeant pouodcile D¢ over a.l Fill rate of requisiticns 18
imeroving licwevers The foilowing is the fill percentages of all requisitions,
by sriority, since this oranization has oeen in country. rote the increase
in fill vercentage during Decemberse

Pri 02 Fri. 05 rri 12 ri 17
Documents 177 699 113h 319
Conpleved 52 : 160 135 u0
5 increase in Dec  1L.7% W7 Sed% Sel%

3, ivacuation and Hospitalization:

CONFIBENT

ENCLOSURE (7)
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onth of December.
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!EE §E££ AW Evac Ret To Duty
HIA 0 0 0 0
WIA 0 0 0 0
Non-Bat 0 5 0 2

i4e Transporibavion

ae The overall effectiveness of the Battalion riotor Transport is excellent.
Vehicles and equipment are being maintained, however added emphasis is being
placed on ariver preventive maintenance. he use of motor transport is super=
vised ana co=orainated at all ec.elons. The Battalion road laster is out on
the roads at least U Lours a daye

be Tiuis satbalion Iurnisued thie Uivision two to four trucks wailye There
is no problem in this arede

Ce There have been numerous difficulties @€ncountered at tne tracked
vehicle river crossings at 035775 and 986706, The ferries at these sites are
in constan need of repair and maintenance. To transport a vank they are
required to put more pressure into the pontoonse The pontoons can aot be
kept ab thils required pressure ror any length of time due to the weak_cned
condition of the equipment. In emergencies it has taken four hours to prepare
the ferries for crossinge. buring actual crossings btiie motors for the subject
ferries have irequently failed. Twice the motors nave failed at mid-stream
while transporting tanks. sSoth times the ferry drifted approximately 300 yards
and came to rest on the river banke. The Sridge Company 7th Bngineers and the
Division G-L dre aware of tuis provlem.

e BService
el
a. 'ank liaintenance

(1) The non-availability of major Yank components and spare paruvs
still cripples the maintenance eifort.

(2) Crew preventive maintenance and frequent maintenance checks by
organizational maintenance personnal hiave rcsulted in continued Tank support
regardless of tiie severe lack of supply spare pariss

(3) On 27Dec 5-22 was stuck at 985635, The retrieve ocperation proved
1o be normal, and the ground condition in the area is ot unusual for Viet Nam.
In tnis case tie ground looked to be trafficable. The surface was sandy and
moist. 7The vBgitation was 5parse. 3-22 was on a btactical mission and while
traversing this ground the surrace yave wWaye Approximately 2 feet below the
surface existed a water table. wsue to the hazzardous ground condition which
existed about 150 feet around 5-22, the other Tanks could not get close
enough to retrieve, The HA&S setriever was called to the scene and Gid extract
him with the main wenche iesson learned-the command is procuring one 200
foot cable por tank .lb. ™5 Wil arlow accompanying tanks to retrieve from
a disbances

be Cantonment.

3 CONFIDENTIAL
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(1) The cantonment program is progressing very wells All strong
backs for villeting, orfice space, and storage facilities have oeen received.

70% of these structures are up and in use. The professional manner in which

the members of WBW Go, 7th Engineers performed their duties on this project

was oubsbandinge
(2) ‘he medical Bunker and the Communications Bunker are complcceds

A 2Lt X 24 Command Bunker is being constructed now and should de completed

within one weekKe

c. Sanitatione. Frequent inspection by the medical authorities and close
gommand atbention to preventive meaicine and area police has resulted in no
sanitation problems.

d. Food Services, The availability of Class I supplies and the supervised
preparation of meals has continued to be one of the prime reason Jor tae ligh
state of morale which exists in the organization.

L.
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COMMAND AN CONCROL

The 38 Tank Bettrlisn porture remelns unchrared, Of the
four gun comprniee 1n tals reinforece® bettelion, tvo ~re in tae
DaNang encleve »ille t1o ore 1n the Chu Lai srers Comprules
Ba8~nd M3 3p0 Pank Bettrllon ace 1o the Cirect geupport of the
3ré nné 9th Merines, respectively, walle "RY ocompaay; 1st Tonk
3n, and NGY comprny 3rd Terk Battallon rennin attoehelt to the
7th ierines end Uth lkrrlnes, recpectively. Wnerees tocticel
control L& retoine® by tae rupported infruntry, the GO, 3r¢ Poak
Bettolion meintrine néminietrertive control on? erercleee logistic
fup-rvicsion of 11 Fuboriinrte unite regalilers of tneir locrtiov
or suppgort status. A . ) ,

Pimoly informrtion ie preeed ond close €201 inatlion 1e #f
e’fected bys

(n) PFrequent virite by the Bnttalion Commenfer cné 1le
steff to comprules nné to the eupported inféntry unite

(b) Drily telephone ant/or ratio countrct vith esca compeny.

(¢) sSubrission of periodke sunmnries of sctivitlese Dby
encn COMPANY o -

(¢) A monthly brttrlion cowvend nnd stoff reeting for

Fer. ooy o erstions beyond normel aldy cctivity, cloee lleleon
1 esteblished by tade battellon ae ecrly ap poseible 1 oner
to 1@ in tae plenniny stogee, ant attempt to iuiluence the
toctionl employment of tavike toward moximun elfectlivenese.

CONFIDERWM
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COMMUNICATIONS » ELECTHONICS

Roliable comnunications were maintained through out the month of
vecenber to support tactical reduirements. Some diffioulty was ex-
perienced on the Battalion's command net #2, a single slde band
circuit, when "C' Co.'s long wire antenna became inoperative and a
whip, one-quarter wave length antemna was substituted, Thls resulted
in the nst control station, which was using & long wire antenna,
receiving "C' Co. weck &nd garbled due to the omni-directional
propecation pattern end the vertically polarized radlo waves, Reli-
zble communications resumed inmediately after YC' Co, repalred thelr
lonz wire antenna, Yhe Battalion tectical net (FM) vas guerded on
a continious schedule by ®A' Co. &nd "B'" Co, without interruption
or dovin itiue,

A1) Communications - Electronic equlipment evacuated to FLSG hras
been repeired in & most expeditlous manner,

The Critic-puk program has made avallable certaln Communications-
Electronic repair parts that have not been avalleble through the
regualr suvply systeii

mhe number of 1MC-2 tank helments deadlined for repalr 1s becoming
critical., Insulation on the electrical-leads of the 11C-2 tank helment
wiring harness, deteriorates rapidly due to heat and body perspiration,
Electrical-leads are very Gifficult to obtain through the supply sys-
ten. Gable assemblies, FSN 5995-577-8430, (8433), (BU34), were req-
uisitionod 1 October 1965, and are still outstanding this date. MK-40L
¥SK 5995-679-7708, was reculsitidned 21 August 1965, on a priority
Tive (5), document number 01133. Two tracer actlions have been initiated
and the reduisition is still outstanding.,

The wire gun loop, providing communicetlons to the perimeter def-
ensive bunkers, has been overheaded through out the Commend post area,
end EE-8 televhones have been installed on a permanent mount inslde
c&eh bunker, fals arrangement afforfs protection to the phones and
greslly roiuvces the preventive maintenance problems,

A contact team, consisting of one radlio techniclan from the H&ES
Conuunicalions platoon is belng made avallable to assist the tank
cominles,

Several rain leaks were acted in the roof of the underground Com-
nunications bunker, and a new water Proof coverling was added to pre-
vent damire Lo the radio equipment., The services of a Marine P.ote-~
grapher were obtained through the Talird Marine Division's photo lab
Several pictures of the Battalion's underground Communications bunkér
viere teken and the negatives are enclosed gg a tab to this enclosure,
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A Yublic Adfress Systen, AN/Tip-1, was set up for the patialionts
Vietnamesce interpreterts Clivic action broadcasts to the Vietnamese
people of phong Bac hamlet.

Radio operators accompained nine Civic actlon team patrols during
Decerber and reliable short range Coumunicatlons with the net station

were maintalined,
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Thae routine sick e:1l for the RBztlaslion durlng Deeenber
econsisted of routine type sicknesses. Colis were most prevelent.
Skla rishes @ad alnor stomech disorders were not siguifieciat but
are worth mentlon, A total of 373 persons were scen -t the
Pattalion Ald Ststlon,

Thne civil retion progrsam eontinues in Phong Boe Villuge,
Taree visits ire .i.de weekly to the school, A totol of 747
people were given 1149 trextments. The two most prevel.nt
eomplsints were skin infectlom tné upper respirutory infeetlons,

The Saupsn Fleet 15 visited twlce weekly 1n conjumctioa with
1st AmTroc Tsttslion. A totzl of 565 persons were given 764
treuataents, IMost common compliint +ss skin infections,
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COGTENTIAL CIVIL AFFAIRS |

In accordance with 3d Tank Battalion Commanding Officer's desire, the
Civic Action program was intensified during December 1965, This included o
3 separate Christmas programs for Vietnamese childreny aid to the Da Nang
orphanage, increased medical ald, and working contact with the Vietnamess on &
& day to day basise ' Y

In early December the aid station for HOA 1HO village was completed, It A
is located at the PHONG BAC school coord(AT998709 )s The people of the N
village were delighted with the new building, Its construction brought forth
two more volunteer nurses who will be trained in the coming monthss

£ e
o

Christmas provided an opportunity for considerable Civic Actions The
3d Tank Battalion combined with 1st Amphibian Tractor Battalion to spread Che
ristmas cheer to the people of the Sampan Fleete ‘A Santa Claus complete with
sleigh and reindeer was affixed to the top of an amtrac painted white,
then, with 34 Tank Battalion's interpreter, SSgt TRAN VAN THONG, reading an
explanation,written by the Battalion's Civic Action Officer, of Banta Clsus
and what he means to Americans, Santa passed out candy to all the childrens -
Though it is doubtful that the full impact of Santa and his meaning reached -
the children, a very Merry Christmas was enjoyed by the children as well as
the Marines particlipatings ; {

One day later on the 2l of December 1965 a tank with a Christmas greetings
sign to the Vietnamese in their langusge and with a Santa Claus riding on !
top visited the PHONG BAC school, The program was complete with Vietnamese
music, American Christmas music and a soccer game with the children, -Agein
the Battalion interpreter gave an explanation of Santa Claus to the children
who in turn expressed their appreciation with shouts of glee as the jolly fat
man in the red suit passed out candy and toyss After all the children had
received individual bags of candy amd toys, all the adults received soap,
toothbrushes, tooth paste, and costume jewelry, This program like the
nSampan Fleet" program brought Christmas not only to the Vietnamese but also
to the mariness

The last Christmas program was held at the HOA GAM Training Center's
dependent housing areas This program was the same as the one carried out at
PHONG BAC School except, Jesps were used im place of the tanke The program '
was such & success that it rated a five minute thank you speech from the '
school master of the dependent's schools Agaln, & more significant Christmas
resulted from the unselfish giving of the Marines of Third Tank Battalion to

the people of Viet Namy

The 3d Tank Battalion Commanding Officer made a personal visit to the
DaNang Orphanage during the holidays and distributed games, toys, sewing
Kits, buttons, and clothes to the children theres They showed their
appreciation by sending the Battslion a Christmas carde
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An unfortunate event happened on the night of 22 December 1965 when the
squad leader of the PHONG BAC popular force squad was assassinated., The
Battalion took inmediate action and inoreased its patrolling in the hamlet,e
The widow of the squad leader is receiving monthly financial aid, food, and
clothing from the battalion, To prevent & similar ocourrence in the future
a joint action patrol squad consisting of popular forces and Marines is in
the planning stages at this tine,

The Battalion MEDCAP team treated a total 1302 people, more than
doubling its output for November, Several persons were evacuated to the
USOM hospital in Dg Nang, The tean gave over 1800 treatments during the
manth, .

The people of both the Sampan Fleet and HOA THO were receptive to the
Marines, though for a period imnediately after the squad leader was killed
the people exhibited a withdrawl type reaction, COradually they regained
their confidence as increased activity in PHONG BAC by the battalion
restored their faith in our ability and intentionse
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ACTION X
INFO

FR: CO, THIRD TK BN
TO: CG, THIRD NAR DIV

"CONFEIDENTIAL

3D TK BN SITREP NUMBER 143 AS OF 011800H DEC 65

1. HIGHLIGHTS. AT 2100 TK BN PERIMETER DEFENSE PERSONNEL DISCOVERED

. ONE V&S OBSERVING THE BN DEFENSES FROM ATREE’LYWE APPROX 150 METERS N
EAST OF TiE CP. APPROX 10 ROUNDS SA FIRE CAUSED THE INDIVIDUAL TO FLEE,
TWO ROUNDS OF SA FIRE WAS RECD ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE PERIMETER ON

TWO OCCASIONS, ,

2., OPERATIONS. NEG

3. PIANS SUMMARY, A S&C OPERATION COMPOSED OF ELEMENTS OF HQ, 9TH
NAR, IST ANTRAC BN., 3D AT BN., 3D MT BN., 3D TK BN, AND HOA VANG
DISTRICT COVERING GS 9970 AND 9971, PLANNED AND COORDINATED BY 3D TK
BN, WILL BE CONDUCTED COMMENCING 020630H. ,

L, CIVIL AFFAIRS. N/A

5. MNISCELLANEOUS. 3D TK BN 'CONTINUES TO CONDUCT OJT IN TK GUNNERY,
MAINTENANCE AND GENERAL MILITARY SUBJECTS. ‘
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FR: XMXK CO, THIRD TK BN
T0: CG, THIRD MAR DIV

CONFIDENTIAL
3D TK BN SITREP NUMBRER 144 AS OF 021800H DEC 65

1. HIGHLIGHTS. SGT MAJ, 3D TK BN CAPTURED ONE VCS ARMED WITH CARBINE
WITHOUT STOCK, AND ONE MKX M-26 HAND GRENADE VICINITY BT 029735.

2. OPERATIONS. 3D TK BN CONCEIVED, PLANNED, COORDINATED, AND _
PARTICIPATED 1IN S&C OPERATION COVERING GS 99%0 AND 9971 WITH ELEMENTS
OF HQ., 9TH MAR, 1ST AMTRAC BN., 3D AT BN., 3D MT BN,, AND HOA VANG
DISTRICT. NEG RESULTS.

3. PLANS SUMFMARY. TWO TKS FROM "B" CO, WILL PARTICIPATE IN S&C
OPERATTON WITH K" CO,, 3/9 VICINITY AT 990641 beginning 021800H,

L, CIVIL AFFAIRS. NJA.

5. MISCELLANEOUS. NEG
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T0;s ©€G, THIRD MAR DIV

CONFIDENTIAL

3D TK BN SITREP NUMBER 145 AS OF 3 DECEMBER 1965.

1. HIGHLIGHTS. NEG .

2. OPERATIONS. CO., "A® FIRED 11 RDS H&I FIRE, RESULTS UNKNOWN.

3. PLANS SUMMARY. THE BN CONTINUED TO PROVIDE TANK COMBAT SUPPORT
TO THE 3D MAR D1V TAOR,

L, COIVIL AFFAIERS. NEG

5. MISCELLANEPUS. NEG
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CONFIDENTIAL
3D TK BN SITREP NUMBER 146 AS OF qglsooﬂ DEC 65
1. HIGHLIGHTS. AT O41435H 1ST PLT, CO. "B* PROCEEDED TO *D* CO., 1/9

cr (TT 06L7IBY T0 RESCUE ONE SQD THAT WAS RECEIVING HEAVY SA FIRE,
2. OPERATIONS. AT O41330H THE TK STRENGTH ON HILL 22 (AT 953666) AND
HILL 77 034663) WAS DOUBLED. TWO TKS W/SEARCHLIOHTS REPLACED THE ONE

TK ON NILL 22 IN 3/3 TAOR AND TWO TKS W/SEARCHLIGHTS REPLACED THE ONE ON
HILL 41 IN 1/) TAOR,

3. ILANS SUMMARY. NEG

4. CIVIL AFFAIRS., N/A

5, MISCELLANEOUS. A. TRAINING., THIRTY-FIVE MARINES OF H&S CO. FIRED
AUTONATIC SA AT HOA CAM TRNG CENTER RANGE.
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FR: €O, THIRD TK BN
TO: CG, THIRD MAR DIV

CONFIDENTIAL

3D TK BN SITREP NUHBER 147 AS OF 061800H DEC 65
1. HIGHLIGHTS. NEG

2. QPERATIONS, NEG

3. FPIANSKSUNMAHY. TK BN CONT TO PROVIDE TK COMBAT SUPPORT FOR THE
3D MAK DIV TAOR. )

,, CIVIL AFFAIRS. N/A
5. MISCEIJ;ANEOUS. NEG
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3D TK BN SITREP NUMBER 148 AS OF 071800H DEC 65
1. HIGHLIGHTS. AT APIROX 070345H THE BN PERIMETER DEFENSE PERSONNEI "

M
OBSERVED ONE VCS LURKING NEAR THE WEST SIDE OF HE PERIMETER AND FIRED
30 SA RDS. SEARCH OF AREA REVEALED NO CASUALTIES.

2. OPERATIONS. NEG

3. PLANS SUMMARY. 3D TK BN CONTINUES TO PROVIDE TANK COMBAT SUPPORT
TO THE 3D MAR DIV TAOR, '

4., CIVIL AFTAIRS. N/A

5. MISCELLANEOUS. NEG
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3p TF B STTREP ‘NUMBER 150 AS OF 081800H DC 65
1. HIGULIGHTS. NEG |

2. QFBRATIONS. NEG

3. ILARS SUHKARY. 3D TANK DN CONTINUED TO XERREREX PROVIDE TANK
COMPTT SUFTORT TO THE 3D MAR DIV TAOR.

4, CIVIL AFFAIRS. NEG

5., HFISCELLANEQUS., NEG
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CONFIDENTIAL
3D TANK BN SITREP NUMBER 151 AS OF 091800H DEC x& 65

l. HIGHILIGHTS, THE BN CONTINUED TO PROVIDE TK COMBAT SUPPORT TO
THE 3D AND 9TH MAR. TWO TK INFANTRY PATROLS WERE CONDUCBED IN THE
971 MAR TAOR RESULTING IN THE SINKING OF ONE VIET CONG BOAT AND FOUR
VC KIA,

2. OPERATIONS. :

KR.AT 0508154 TWO TKS FR CO. "BY WERE COMMITTED TO ASSIST THE
3D rIT., "A* CO., 1ST BN,, 9TH MAR IN CONTACT WITH THE ENEMY NEAR
HA QUANG (&) (BT 106644), WHEN THE TKS ARRIVED THE ENEMY BROKE
CONTACT AND THE TANKS RETURNED TO THE *A" CO., CP AT 090930H WITHOUT
FURTHUR ENGAGEMENT.

B. AT OBO700H TWO TKS FR CO. "B" IN DIRECT SUPPORT OF THE 2D
BN., 9TH MAR ENGAGED AN ENEMY FORCE EMBARKED IN A SAMPAN ON THE
SONG BAU XAU AT (AT 994640), THE TKS FIRED 200K RDS OF .50 CAL.
MG AIMUNITION SINKING THE BOAT AND KILLING FOUR VC.

3. PLANS SUMMARY, THE BN WILL CONTINUE TO PROVIDE TK COMBAT SUPPORT
70 THE 3D AND 97H MAR,

b, CIVII, AFFAIRS. NEG

5. MNISCELLANEOUS., NEG
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CONFIDENTIAL
3D TK BN SITRGP NU'BER 152 AS OF 101800H DEC 65

1. HIGHLIGHTS. NEG

2. OPERATIONS., TK BN HQ. SQD. STZED COMBAT PATROI, CONDUCTED EAST
OF ©1l. PERIMETER. NEG RESULTS.

3. PLANS SUMMARY. TK BN HQ. V:L1. CONDUCT AMBUSH 31124001 TO 120600H
vic.” (AT . -
4, N/A

5. MISCELLANEOUS. NEG
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CONFIDENTIAL
3D TK BN SITREP NUMBER 153 AS OF 111800H DEC 65

l. HIGHLIGHTS. THE BN CONTINUED TO PROVIDE TANK/COMBAT SUPI'ORT THROUGHOUT
THE DIV TAOR,

2. OPERATIONS, AT 100005H THREE TKS MOVED FR MARBLE MTN AREA TO CONDUCT
A PATROL ALONG CHINA BEACH TO MONKY MTN, NINE VGS WERE APPREHENDED HIDING
IN SAMPAN 300 METERS OFF (BT 070810), :

B, AT 100027H TWO SAMPANS WERE TAKEN UNDER FIRE BY TANK LOCATED
AT MCB-8,DAMAGE INFLICTED IS UNKNOWN,

3. PLANS SUMMARY. THE BN WILI CONTINUE TO PROVIDE GENERAL SUPPORT FOR
TIIE 3D MAR DIV,

4, n/A
5. MISCELLANEOUS., NEG,
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CONFIDENTIAL
3D TK LN SITREP NUMBER 153° AS OF 121800H DEC 65

1. HIGHLIGHTS. NEG

2. OIERATIONS. AT 112130H *B® GO, TK 'roox AN ESTIMATED 30 VC UNDER FIRE
TN YCB-B AREA, AT 120630H NATIVKS WAS SEEN DRAGGING WHAT APPEARED TO BE

TWO0 BODIES FROM RICE PADDY WHERE FIRING MAD BERN DIRECTED. THERE WERE
HO FRIKUDLY CASUALTIES,

3. PLAND SUMMARY. TANK EN CONTINUED TO PROVIDE TK COMBAT SUPPORT
T0 THE THIRD KAR TAOR,

b, n/a

5. MISCELLANEQUS.

A. TRAINING, TWENTY-TWO MARINES FAM FIRED .30 CAL MG, M-60 MG, AND
ZEEOED MIEIR RIFIES, '
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CONFIDENTIAL .
3D TK BN SITREP MUMBER 154 AS OF 131800H DEC 65

l., HIGHLIGHTS. KHRXXKEXK FOUR TANKS PR "B* GO, 3D TK BN PARTICIPATED
IN S&C OPERATIONS IN SUPFORT OF 9TH MAR VIC (BT 1é563

2. QPERATIONS. 3D TK BN CONTINUES TO PROVIDE COMBAT TANK SUPYFORT
T0 3D KAR DiV.

3. PLANS SUIUARY. “B' CO., 3D TK BN WILL DESTROY ENEMY FORTIFICATIONS
vic (Bf 110830). 44 /5/{;/3//

b, nN/A
5. M1SCELLANEQUS.

A, TRNG, 3D TK BN INITIATED REFRESHER TRNG 1IN INDIRECT FIRE
PROCEDURE FOR TKS.
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E‘EVEK?ED ey /. ﬂ? T . DRAFTED BY _ g | PHONE EXT. NR. PAGE_’ PAGES
He L. raxvELL MAJOR iH.L. MAXWELL \aAJOR SMOKEROOM 3/ 1 __ 1
DATE TOR/TOD ROUTED BY CHECKED BY
14 v ¢ 65 : |
MESSAGE NR DATE/TIME GROUP (GCT) PRECE- 1 (o | emercency |OPERATONALL ooy L poumne DEFERRED
DENCE MMEDIATE E
ACTION X
INFO

FR: €O, THILD TK BN
T0:  CG, THIRD VAR DIV

CONFIDERTIAL

3D TK BN SITREP NUMBER 156 AS OF' 141800H DEC 65

1. HIGHLIGHTS, 3D TK BN HQ TK IN SPT OF *L" CO. 4/12. EXPENDED
30 1DS Sh FIRE AT THREE VC VIINITY ®L* CO, CP., NO OASUALTIES.,

AT 14044OH *n* cO, 3D TK BN EXPRNDED 11, 90MM AND 200K SA RDS

IN SPT 1/9, DESTROYED LOAT VIC BT 063714. THREE VC KIA (POSS).

2. OPERATIONS. 3D TK BN ON ORDER 3D KAR DIV CONTINUES TO PROVIDE

ONE TNFANTRY PLT. ON STANDBY FOR IHMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT IN 3D MAR
DIV TAOR. BN CONTINUES TO PROVIDE COMBAT TK SPT TO 3D MAR DIV,

3. PLANS SUMKARY. NEG
L, N/A
5. KIBCLILANEOUS,

A. TRNG, REFRESHER TANK CREW TRNG IN EMPLOYMENT INDIRECT
TANK GUN FJIRIL PRESENTLY UNDERWAY, :

Gy-3
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5 %ZR"‘?V ,L(}.,%/ DRAFTED BY PHONE EXT. NR. PAGE | PAGES
H, L

T MAXWELL 1AJOR H.1. MAXWELL _ MAJORSMOKEROOM 3| 1, 1
DAYTE TOR/TOD ROUTED BY ~ CHECKED BY
15 D¢ 65 |
MESSAGE MR DATE/TIME GROUP (GCT PDle::ﬂf:EE FLASH EMERGENCY mm’;&':f PRIORITY ROUTINE DEFERRED
ACTION X
INFO

FR: €O, THIRD TK BN
T0: CG, THIRD KAR DIV

CONFIDBEITIAL
3D TK BN SITREF NUMBER 156 AS OF 151B00H DEC 65.

1. HIGHLIGHTS., AT 1508000 A SECT OF TKS FR 1ST PLT, *BY CO., 3D TK BN
PROCEDID TO VIC KT 108647 TO ASSIST ELEMENT OF 2D PLT., "B CO. 1/9

WO WERE RUC MEAVY FIRE FR AN EST VC PLT. TK SECT EXPENDED SEVEN

90MM, 1050 .30 CAL RDS, DESTROYING BUNKERS AND TRENCHES, VC WERE ROUTED.
VC CASUALTIES UNK. NO TK CASUALTIES OR DAMAGE, AT 151135H ONE SECT

OF TKS FR 3D PLT,, "B% CO. MOVED 70 BT 057655 TO SUPPORT TWO SQDS IN
KTTACK OF TU 1.AU 13). RXAXKNKX NO VC RUNNING IN AREA ATTEMPTING TO
DISPERSE. FIVE OF VC RAN INTO TWO LOCAL HOUSES. DID NOT FIRE ON

HOUSES ON ORDER OF EVERSHARP. CAPTURED FOUR VCS.

2. OPERATIONS, 3D TK BN CONTINUES TO PROVIDE COMBAT TK SUPPORT TO
3D MAR DIV AND MAINTAIN OUE TO RIFLE PLT ON ALERT FOR DEPLOYMENT IN

DIV TAOR.
3. PBESNS SUMMARY., NEG
Lk, N/A

5, MISCELLANEQUS., 3D TK BN CONTINUES REFRESHER TRNG IN INDERECT TK
FIRING PROCEDURES,
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H. 4, MaxkLr, HAJOR HoLe MAXM MAJOHSMOKFROOM 3| 1 o 1
DATE TOR/TOD ROUTED BY CHECKED BY

16 D¢ 65 |
MESSAGE NR DATE/TIME GROUP (GCT) PRECE. | ,q, EMERGENCY | OFERATIONAL | ity ROUTINE DEFERRED
DENCE IMMEDIATE "
ACTION X
INFO

FR: CO, THIRD TK LN
T0: C€G, THIRD MAR DIV

CONPIDINYTIAL

3D TANK BR SITREP NUMEER 157 AS OF 161800H DEC 65

1. IJGHLIGITS, AT 152020H A TANK FR 2D PLT., *B" CO, OBSERVED 10-15
VC 1N ThE: LINE APPROX %00 MRTERS WEST OF MCB-8 (BT 065715). EXPENDED
VO 904 AMD 200 30 CAL., TST. TWO VC KIA.

2. OPELATIONS., AT 1607251 1ST. PLT. "E" CO. TKS IN SUPPORT *B* CO.
1/9.” RLCD ORE uD BIMHM (BT 064714).

3. PIANS SUMSARY, NEG
he N/A
5. NISCELLANEOUS, NEG

Gyr-3
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 NAVAL MESSAGE

OPNAV FORM 2110.-28A (REV. 3-61) 4 o
; .. . {when filled in)

RELEASED av\ " K » ORAFTED BY P ~CAYPT, PHONE EXT. NR. PAGE ] PAGES
LOHN h.,pQNOVAN Jii, .CAPT. _ |TOHN B, DONOVAN JR. [SMOKEROOM 3| 1 ' 1
DATE TOR/TOD ,[rouTED BY CHECKED BY °F
17 D ¢ 65 . |
MESSAGE NR OATE/TIME GROUP (GCTH g‘:.EN%i FLASH EMERGENCY W;;:gﬁ'::‘- PRIORITY ROUTINE DEFERRED
ACTION A
INFO

FR: CO, THIRD 1K BN
T0: CG, TIITKD NAR DIV

CONTIDENTIYAL
3D TANK BN SIfREP NUMRBER 158 AS OF 171800H DEC 65

1. HIGHLIGHTS. TKS FR CO., *B* CONT TO SUPPORT TME SWEEP AND CLEAR
OPERATION OF IE:T BN., 9TH MAR. IN THE HA QUANG AND CAM SA COMPLEXES
Sit OF MARBIY. ¥TH,

2. QPERALIONS. OPE:/TING IN SFg A PLT FR CO, "BY OCCUPIED BLOCKING
POSITIONS AT 11A QUANG (3) BT 117635 AND CAM SA (2) PT 093643 DURING
SWlHP AND CLEAR OFERATIONS BEING CONDUCTED BY 1ST BN., 97H MAR IN THOSE
HAMIKTS. THE TKS MAD NO EKEMY CONTACT DURING TiIS PERIOD,

3. PIANS (HL“ARY.
A 20D PATROL MTLL BE CONDUCTED IN FHONG BAC (AT 993715) PR 181300H

0 181630%.
B, CO, *B" TKS WILL CONT T0 PROVIDE SUPPORT 10 OPERATIONS IN THE
SE PORTION F TilE TAOR OCCUPYING BLOCKING AND FPIRE SUPPORT POSITIONS FOR
A SWKRl' AND CLEAR OPERATION TN VIEM DONG (BT 098658),

C. ORLEADE LAUNCHER, M-79, XXXXKX LIVE FIRING EXERCISE TO BE CONDUCTE
AT HOA CAh TRAINING cvnwrn 180900H.

L, N/A
5. NISCRLIANEQUS. NEG

Gr=3
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?fﬁ W[ /ﬂ/‘({r/ DRAFTED BY PHONE EXT. NR. PAGE ] PAGES
_H, L. MAXVELL EAJOR H.L. MAXWELL MAJOH SMOKEROOM 3 1 . 1
DATE : TOR/TOD ROUTED BY CHECKED BY

16 DEC 65 |
MESSAGE NR DATE/TIME GROUP (GCT) :F;i%i FLASH EMERGENCY o’m’éﬂ;‘:‘ PRIORITY ROUTINE DEFERRED
ACTION X
/ INFO

FR: CO, THIRD TK BN
TO; CG, THIRD MAR DIV

CONFIDENTIAL
3D TK BN SITREP NUMEER 159 AS OF 181800H DEC 65

1. HIGHLIGHTS. AT 1718454 1ST PLT "B* CO.,IN SUPPORT 1/9 CAPTURED
21 VG ONL OIF GHECH SERIOULY VOUNDED IN SEARCH AND CLEAR OPERATION

Sk 1/9 CP. AT 181220 ONE SECT TKS FR 3B PLT, "B" CO. TKS. IN SUPPORT
"pY COo., 1/9 SBARCH AND CLEAR OPERATION RECD SA FIRE FR. FOUR AUTO
WEAPONS ALD FIVE EMI AUTO VIC BT 067635, EXPENDED 2000 RDS SA .
SEANLCH 0 AREA REVEALED BRASS FR AMERICAN AND CHINESE WEAPONS. FOUR
1L ESMY BUKKERS AND FORTIFICATIONS DESTROYED, EFPECT ON ENEMY PERS UNK,
AT 1809051 TKS FR 1ST PLT., "B* CO. OBSERVED FOUR FLEEING VC VIC

BT 0664 OVERWATCHED "D" CO., 1/9 AS THEY TOOK VC UNDER FIRE., TK

SIC'T CAPTURLED SIX VC§ SAME VIC,

2. OPLRATIONS. NEG

3- PLANS SUMMARY. "B* CO., TK BN. WILL CONTINUE SUPPORT 1/9 IN
SEARCGIT AND CLEAR OPERATIONS IN SE PORTION OF TAOR.

4, N/A
5. MISCELLANEQUS. NEG,
GP-3
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4 f DRAFTED BY PHONE EXT. NR. . PAGE | PAGES
H. 1. MAXWELL MAJOR I.L. MAXWELL MAJ SMOKEROOM 3 l
DATE YOR/TDD ROUTED BY CHECKED BY . ’ F L

19 DEC 65 .
— = I
MESSAGE NR DATE/TIME GROUP (GCT) PRECE- OPERATIONAL
DENCE FLASH EMERGENCY IMMEDIATE PRIORITY ROUTINE DEFERRED
ACTION X
INFO | !
FR: CO, THIED TK BN '
T0; CG, THIRD MAR DIV
COXFIDENTIAL
3p TK BN SITREP NUMBER 160 AS OF 191800H Drc 65
1. HIGHLIGHTS. AT 182000H 2D PLT., *B* CO, TKS RECD SA FIRE VIC
BT 099659, RETURNED 300 RDS .30 CAL, RESULTS UNK. 2D PLT "B* CO.,
REGD SA FIRE FR NORTH F-2/9 CP BT 025659. i

© 2, OPEKRATIONS. "B* CO., 3D TK BN PRESENTLY SUPPORTING 1/9 AND 2/9 &
IN SEARCH AND CLEAR OPhRATION IN SE PORTION TAOR. 3D TK BN CONTINUES
TK COMBAT SUPPORT OF 3D MAR DIV, BN HQ. CONDUCTED COMBAT PATROL

E48T AND SOUTH OF CP PERIMETER.

3. DPLANS SUMMARY. NEG
b, n/A

SID.
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©PNAY F ™M 2110-20A (REV, 3-81) / (When ‘."]ed ‘n)
DRAFTED BY PHONE EXT. NR. PAGE l PAGES
MAJOR M, L. MAXWELL MAJ [SMOKEROOM 3 |1 _ 1
oate 7 Tt ToR/TOD ROUTED BY CHECKED BY g
20 DEC 65
MESSAGE NR DATE/TIME SROUP (6T };REE%EE. FLABH EMEACENCY :.::l:;:[:':: PRIORITY _ROUTINE DEFERRED
ACTION X
INFO

FR: CO, THIRD TK BN
70: CG, THIRD MAR DIV

CONFIDENTIAL
3D TK BN SITREP NUMBER 161 AS OF 201800H DEC 65

ELEMFITS OF PB" CO., 1/9, EMBARKED IN LVTS. ARRIVED VIC HOI AN BT

1. HIGHLIGHTS, AT 1918401 *"B* CO (-), 3D TK BN IN OPERARION WITH
; DESTROYED ENEMY EMPLACEMENTS ENROUTE VIC BT 0762.

UQ“B

2,” OPERATIUNS, 3D TK BN CONTINUES TK COMBAT SUPPORT FOR 3D MAR DIV,
x3* GO, TK DBN. PRESENTLY IN SUPPORT 1 1/9 IN EXTENSIVE SEARCH AND CLEAR
OPLHATION IN AND SOUTH OF 1/9 TAOR. 3D TK BN HQ. CONDUCTED SQD SIZED
COMBAT PATRO). E AND S OF BN, PERIMETER. FOUND SMAIL ELECTRICAL DEVICE
CONSISTING OF FOUR BATTERIES DIA OF BA-30 BUT TWICE AS LONG AND SMALL
EIECTRICAl, WIRE WRAPPED IN TAR COATED CARDBOARD. APPEARS TO BE DKTON-
ATING DEVICE FOR BOOBY TRAP OR LANDMINE,

3. PLANS SUMMARY. NEG
’ ®
L, N/A ’ :

Se FKISCELLANEQUS., A. TRNG. 3D TK BN CONTINUES INSTRUCTION ON SID
AND THDIRECT TK GUN FIRE, : '

GP-3
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messhaE ne DATE/TI“E SROUP (6CT) PRECE- FLA'P;v EHERG‘:NCY °"“A."°.‘L PRIORITY ROUTINE DEFERRED
'DENCE IMMEDIATE .
ACTION X
INFO ‘

FR: €O, THIRD TK BN
TO: CG, TILIRD MAR DIV

"CONTIDENTIAL
3D TK BN SITREP NUMBER 162 AS OF 211800H DEC 65
1. HIGHLIGHTS. NEG

2. OPERATIONS. 3D TK BN CONTINUES PROVIDE COMBAT TK SUPPORT TO $D
MAR DIV. '

3. PLANS SUMMARY. NEG
4, N/A
5. MNISCELLANEQUS, NEG

Gp-3
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- " (when filled in) i
- > . - -
TEDBY PHONE EXT. NR. PAGE | PAGES
] ‘_/4/_&( W DRAF ' € ]
lL I.l Py IU\ XV\'EIJIJ JU;JOB H » 1'.‘ MA SMOKER.0.0M_ 1 OF 1
DATE TOR/TOD ROUTED BY CHECKED BY
22 DIC 65 _ |
MESSAGE NR DATE/TIME GROUP (GCT) PRECE.- FLASH EMERGENCY | OPERATIONAL| ooy ROUTINE DEFERRED
DENCE WMMEDIATE
ACTION b ¢
INFO

FR: CO, THIRD TK BN .
TO¥ CG, THIRD MAR DIV

CONFIDENTIAL
3D TK BN SITREP NUMBER 163 AS OF 221800H DEC 65

l.»~ NHIGHLIGHYS, AT 2208200 2D PLT. "B" CO. TKX HIT MINE VIC BT 085658,
AT 220850 2D PLT. "B" CO. TK HIT MINE VIC BT 091657. AT 221430 2D PLT.
*B* CO. TKS. OHSERVED 6~7 VCE MOVING EAST VIC BT 092637. TOOK UNDER FIRE
/W/.30 CAL., RESULTS UNK. AT 22151SH "D" GO, SUPPORTED BY 3D PLT. "B*

© C0, TKS CAPTURED ONE VC AND NIKNE VCS. LOCATION UNK. AT 221250H 3D PLT.
"3B" CO, TS OBSERVED 10-12 MORTAR RDS INCOMING VIC PHONG HO (2) BT

0662, 'tW0O IMAR,1/9 WIA. ONE VC WIA,

2. OPEBATIONS, "B* CO. 3D TK BN CONTINUES SUPPORT 1/9 IN EXTENSIVE
. SEARCH AND CLEAR OPERATIONS VIC PHONG HO BT 0963. 3p 7k BN SPT 3D MAR DIV

3. PLANS SUMMARY. NEG
L, N/A

5. MISCELLANEOUS, NEG

Gr-3
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RELEASED BY DRAFTED BY PHONE EXT. NR. PAGE I PAGES
_H.L. MAXWELL 4 __MAJOR H.L. SMOKEROOM 3| 1. 1
DATE TOR/TOD ROUTED BY CHECKED BY
23 DiC 65 ]
MESSAGE NR DATE/TIME GROUP (GCT) PRECE. OPERATIONAL N PERRED
DENGE FLASH EMERGENCY CAMEDIATE PRIORITY ROUTINE DEFERRE
ACTION X
INFO

FR:
T0:

€O, THIRD TK BN
CG, THIRD MAR DIV

CONFIDENTIATL

3D TK BN SYITREP NUMBER 164 AS OF 231800H prC 65

1. WIGHLIGHTS.

2 OPERATIONS,
T0 3D MAR DIV,

NEG

3. JPJLANS SUMMARY. NEG
L, n/a
5. MISCELIANEOUS. NEG

GP-5
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/1 2{;0 ?’7 /(A,v(}(z' .~ | orRAFTED BY PHONE EXT. NR. PAGE I PAGES

L, MAXHLLL MAJOR HoL., MAXWELYI, MAJ [SMOKEROOM 3| 1 or 1
DATE TOR/TOD ROUTED BY - CHECKED BY > .

2L DEC 65 .
MESSAGE NR DATE/TIME GROUP (GCTh F{;Féicci‘ FLASH | EMERGENCY Wui:‘:gf:‘:* PRIORITY ROUTWNE | oerermep

ACTION X
INFO

¥R: €O, THIRD TK BN
TO: CG, TIIRD MAR DIV

CONFIDEITTIAL

-~
3D TK BN SITREP NUMRER 166 AS OF 241800H DEC 65
1. HIGHLIGHTS. NEG

2. QOPERATIONS. 3D TK BN CONTINUES TO XXEX®RE FROVIDE TANK COMBAT
SUPIORT T0 TR 3D MAR DIV,

3. PLANS SUMMARY. NEG
L, N/a

5. MISCELLANEOUS. 3D TK BN CP WAS VISTTED BY CG, IIIMAF AND ADC, 3D
¥AR DIV,
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NAVAL MESSAGE (ﬂ)

DECLASSIFIED

O CONFIDENTIA[

{when filled in)

H. L. MAXWELL, MAJOR

ORAFTED BY

PHONE EXT. NR.

PAGE | PAGES

H. L. MAXWELYL, MAJ | SMOKEROOM )] l
DATE TOR/TOD ROUTED BY ' CHECKED BY oF
25 DECEMBER 1965 ] i
MESSAGE NR DATE/TIME GROUP (GCT) ’;’::EN%E FLASH EMERGENCY “;:ﬁ:’;ﬁ'::‘ PRIORITY ROUTINE DEFERRED
ACTION
INFO

FROM: CO, THIRD TK BN
TO: CG, THIRD MAR DIV

CONFIDENTIAL

3D TK BN SITREF NUMBER 166 AS OF 251800H DEC 65

1, HIGHLIGHTS. NEGATIVE

2, OPERATIONS. 3D TK BN CONTINUES TO PROVIDE TANK COMBAT SUPPORT TO
THE 3D MAR DIV, 3D TK BN HQ CONDUCTED SQD SIZED COMBAT PATROL EAST
AND SOUTH OF BN PERIMETER. NEGATIVE RESULTS.

3., PLANS SUNMARY. NEGATIVE

4, N/A

5. MISCELLANEQUS. NEGATIVE
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O CONFIDENTIAI.

{when filled in)
Reteaseomy T T T 7 DRAFTED BY PHONE EXT, NR. PAOE—I PAGES
G._W, BOND 1gt Lt US 1 .. 1
DATE i TOR/TOD ROUTED BY CHECKED BY
L€ 8. (¥65 |
MESSAGE NR DATE/TIME GROUP (GCT) PRECE- FLASH EMERGENCY | OPERATIONALL  pp pry ROUTINE DEFERRED
DENCE IMMEDIATE
ACTION %
INFO

FR: CO,

THIRD TK BN

TO: CG, THIRD MAR DIV
CONFIDENTIAL

3D TK BN SITREP NUMBDER 167 AS OF 261800H DEC 65
1. HIGHLIGHTS. NEG

2. OPERATIONS,

TO T

3. PLANS SUMMARY.

3D TK BN CONTINUES TO PROVIDE TANK COMBAT SUPPORT

D FAR DIV, 3D TK BN HQ, CONDUCTED A SQUAD SIZED COMBAT
AMBUSH PATROL SOUTH OF THE BN PERIMETER. NEOATIVE RESULTS.

4. N/A

5. MISCELLANEOUS., NEGATIVE

NEGATIVE
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RELEASED sv/,_j. it £t hi% DRAFTED BY [ PHONE EXT. NR. PAGE I PAGES
He L. MAXWELL MAJOR Ho L. M ; i B

DATE p 0,, P TOR/TOD ROUTED BY, CHECKED BY

A7) blee (G665 , , B
MESSAGE NR DATE/TIME GROUP (GCT) PRECE- FLASH !MER!GENCV OPERATIONAL PRIORITY ROUTINE

DENCE . IMMEDIATE
D an ACTION 5
INFO .

FRO¥N: €O, THIRD TK BN
TO: CG, THIRD MAR DIV

CONFPIDENTIAL
3D TK BN SITREP NUMBER 168 aS OF 271B00H DEG 65

1, HIGHLIGHTS. 3D TK BN CONTINUES SUPFORT OF THE 3D MAR DIV, OHE
PLT ¥O% COMPANY WITH SECTION OF FLAME TKS SUPPORT 2/9 IN S&D OPN IN
SV PORTION 2/9 TAOH. H&S COMPANY CONDUCTED SQUAD COMBAT PATROL EAST
ARD SOUTH OF BN CP,

2. QPEHATIONS, BRNK AT 261345 IV0 TANKS FR 3D PLT, *B* CQ. RECD
ONE ED SA FIRL VICBT 990641. AT 261700H SAME TKS RECD S5A FIRE FR
AUTO WPN SAME VIC, INFANTRY RETURNED FIRE, RESULTS UNKNOWN, AT
26174510 S’ M TANKS RECD TWO RDS SA IN SAME VIC., RETURNRD FIRE W/
RDS 90MM WP. BRSULTS UNK, AT 2618454 SAME TANKS IN VIC EXPENDED
RDS 90MM WP AT PORTIFIED POSN, RESULTS UNK, SAME TANKS W/THWO
FIAKE TANKS FR “A®* €O, EXPENDED ONE 9OMM RD Wp, 500 RDS 30 CAL, AND
NATALM AT RREIDGE AT AT 990641 IN MINE AND BOOBY TRAP CLEARING
OPERATION., AT 262051H SKME TANKS RECD 3 RDS SA PIRE PR VIC 990638,
ERTURNED FIRE W/200 RDS 30 CAL, ONE RD 90MM CANNISTER, ONE RD 90MM
WP AND ONE RD 9OMM HE, RESULTS UNK, AT 262350 SAME TANKS RECD S RDS

SA FR VIC AT 985635. RETURNED PIRE M/200 RDS $0 CAl.. TARGET NBUTRALIZED,

3. PIANS SUMFARY., NEG
h, N/p

6. MISCHLLANKOUS. TRAINING 42 PERS H&S CO. RECD INSTRUCTION ON
CILAYFORE MINE FROM REP 3D ENGR BN.
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D BY/ 7 /7 ORAFTED BY PHONE EXT. NR. PAGE | PAGE
A T oo
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28 Dec 1965 |
MESSAGE NR DATE/TIME GROUP (GCT) PRECE.- FLASH EMERGENCY | OFERATIONALL  ppoprry ROUTINE DEFERRED
DENCE IMMEDIATE
ACTION x
INFO

FROM: €O, THIRD TK BN
TO: CO, THIRD MAR DIV

CONFIDENTIAL
3D TK BN SITREP NUMBER 169 AS OF 281800H DEC 65 \

1, HIGILIGHTS. B CO. BD.TK.BN, ¥KRX SPT ELENMENTS 1/9 IN S&D OPN
VIG 0964. D TK BN CONTINUES PROWIDE TK CMBT SPT 3D MAR DIV,

2.  OPERATIONS 18T PLT A CO FIRED STD AREA PIRE PATTERN FROM HILL 4)
119365 EXXXX TO BT925656, RESULTS UNK, FIRST PLT B CO IN SPT B €0 1/9
KOVID TO BTO84629 10 ASSIST INF SQD RECEIVING HVY FNEMY FIRE., FIRE
CEASED UPON ARRIVAL TKS, OBS 8 VC MOVING INTO HOUSES SAME VIC, DESTROYED
HOUSKS, 60 VC WEARING GREEN UNIFORMS W/BRUSH CAMOU ATTACHED TO BACKS AND
ARMED W/MG'S, BAR'S AND OTHER SEMI AUTO WENS FLED INTO VILIAGE. TKS
FIRED 11 QOMM XK&X AND 900 30 CAL RDS. AIR STRIKE WAS CALLED IN, RESULTS
$xX 40 V¢ KI/ OF WHICH 13 BY TKS. BODY COUNT., TWO MARINES KIA FIVE
MARINES WIA. AT 271910 ON RETURN T0 Cp TK Bl2 STRUCK AP MINE BT102668.
NO DMG TO TK OR CREW, AT 272300 TK B22 REC_UNK NO “SA” AT BT073669. AT
281515 SEC" TKS B CO FIRED EXX 7 9OMM RDS iN shT B 1/9 BT105648,
RESUIRS UNK,

3.PLANS SUMMARY. NKEG,
&, N/A
5., MISC. NEG.
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INFO

FROM: CO, THIRD TK BN

TO: CG, THIRD MAR DIV

CONFIDENTIAL 0
33 TK BN SITREP NUMBER 170 AS OF 291800 DEC 65

1. HIGHLIGHTS. 3D TK BN CONTINUES TO PROVIDE TK CMBT SPT 3DMARDIV
2. OFPERATIONS, AT 282150H TKS B34 AND B35 RECD SNIPER FIRERRRMNIROM

ViC (AT995665). RETURNED FIRE W/50RDS 50CAL. NEG RESULTS, AT 291300H
A SQUAD PATROL WAS RUN SOUTH AND EAST OF TK BN CP IN CONJUNCTION W/CIVIC
ACTION NEG CONTACT.

3. P1LANS SUMMARY. CONTINUE IN TK CMBT SPT 3DMARDIV. SQUAD PATROL 1IN
ARVA OF TK BN CP.

b, N/A

5 . I";I SC N NEGQ
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FROM: €O, THIRD TK BN

TO: CG, THIRD MAR DIV

CONFIDENTI

AL

3D TK BN SITREP NUMBER 171 AS OF 301800H DEC 65
1. HIGHLIGHTS., NEGATIVE

2. OPERATIONS. 3D TK BN CONTINUES TO PROVIDE TK CMBT SPT 3D MARDIV.
TK BN HQ CONDUCTED CMRT PATROL EAST AND SOUTH PERIMETER AREA,

3. PLANS SUMMARY,
Ly, N/A
5. MISCELLANEQUS,
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ACTION X
INFO

FROM: CO, THIRD TK BN
TO: CG, THIRD MAR DIV

CONFIDENTIIAL
3D TK BN SITREP NUMBER 172 AS OF 3118008 DEC 65
1, HIGHLIGHIS, NEGATIVE '

2. OPERATIONS. 3D TK BN CONTINUES TO PROVIDE TK CHMBT SPT 3D MARDIV,
TK BN HQ CONDUCTED CMBT PATROL EAST AND SOUTH PERIMETER AREA,

3. PLANS SUNMARY. NEGATIVE

L, N/A
5. MISCELI.ANEOUS. NEGATIVE
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8«2 3d Tank Bn
012400 Dec 25
D

CONFIDENTIAL — 1
G Serial |Time Incidents “Action
Out{ Number |dated Orders, etc. -taken
0906 l 01240 | 9th Marines ISUM¥ 1L6 SeMF
0900 2 2907302 { 3d Mar DivISUM# 16 SeMoF
o 032L,00-032L00 Dec &5
0900 3 022408 | 9th Marines ISUM¥ 147 SeMoF
0900 k 3007304 34 Mar Div ISUM¥ 17 SeM.F
0900 5 0108207 38 Mar Div ISUM# 8 SeMaF
032 oC 05
0900 6 032400 9th Marines ISUM# 1L8 SeMal
0900 7 0207213 34 Max gv igvux 12% qu-;
00 8 030720 d Mar Div : SedMe
= SO0 DB
0900 9 L2400 9th Marines ISUM¥ 1L9 | sur
0900 10 04,1625 |H A section of tanks were dispatched to | SeM-F
(BT 05465L) and upon arriving at the
Marine position, fired four (90 MM rde
st the suspected enemy position, and
The VC broke contact, SF
0900 Ogo:[%i, d Mar Div IS 2
s 21,00-0625,00 Dec 65
0900 12 0524001 9th Marines ISUM# 150 S-M-F
0900 13 050730 3d Mar Div Isg_)yo 22 | ST
2L00«072400 Dec <
0930 1y 062h0UL 9th Marines ISUM# 151 SaMarF
0950 15 060738 3d Mar Div ISUM¥ 23 SeMaF
OTLO0-0B0 Des 65 |
0900 _16 0724005 9th Marines ISUM# 1%2 S-Ma¥
00 Dec
0817 17 0824001 9th Marines ISUM§ 153 Sa?
o817 18 0815201 Ce P patrol discovered a tumnel centaining
food and clothing at coor(AT 99L4642)
destroyed by two 90mm rds. directed
three 90mm rds at building (AT 993637)
vhich resulted ina large secendary
throwing debries twe hundred M inte
the air, and that a bunker was dest,
at (AT996028) by two 90mm rds, Tank
spotted twe armed VC at (AT 995620).
Direct hit by two 90mm W.P. rds,
2 VC KIA,
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. CONFIDENTIAL i 8«2 34 Tank Bn
Tine . Serdal 'ime Incidents ~uSoeal Hotlon
In Out{* Number {dated Orders, etc. “taken
0900 19  |0707252| 3d Mar Div ISUM# 2 I ] g M
0900 20 08u7402] 3d Mar Div I 2 SMuF
%555&3:5’2’5@ Dec 65
0900 3 09240 h Marines IS Sy
2th Tarines %oifoo-uzﬂoo Dec 65
0900 22 102400 9th Marines ISUM# 155 SeMaF
0930 23 090650Z] 3d Mar Div ISUM¥ D SeMoF
[ 0930 2l 100746% 3d Mar Div ISU&% 2& SeM-F
2 00 Dec
0900 25 112L00H| 9th Marines ISUM¥ 156 S-MF
0900 26 1300582 3d Mar Div ISUM# 28 . . | SMeF
1221,00-132L,00 Dec 65, |
ey
0900 27 11224001| 9th Marines ISUMF 157 ] sHwp
0900 28 121452 34 Mar Div I 2 | 8MaF
00=15;21,00 Deo 65
0900 29 132L0H( 9th Marines ISUM# 158 S-M-F
0%00 30 13--~- | Fr Counterintelligence Subj: M-l repert
o of 13 Dec 1965
0900 kil 130700H] 34 Mar Div IS 0 SoMF
&%EOO-I;%OO Dec 65
0900 32 | W2kooll gth Marines ISUMF 159 _ S-F
152400-162400 Dec 65
0630 33 [152400H| 9th Marines ISUM# 160 5-MTF
0500 34 1407582] 3d Mar Div ISUM# 31 SMF
0830 35 152035H! Ce B, 34 Tk Bn supperting the lstBn
9th Mar, rpt ebserving 5 te 7 men
meving in the vicinity ef ceer(BT959717)
Four 9tmm rds and 200 cal .30 MO rds,
Enemy dispersed frem area, Enemy cas
were net determime S&.F
N . "'"iZe‘i"'“oo-nz‘Eo"‘“o Dec 05
0900 36 162406H| 9th Marines ISUM# 161 S-MaF
0930 37 1507482] 34 Mar Div ISUM# 32 SaM-F
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.. 8«2 3d Tank Ba
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taken
..v-«....__..b__,,.J,___a bicih dddiidai oicald sl
172400-182400 Dec 65
0909 38 1724000 | 9th Marines ISUM# 162 SeMeF
0900 T 39 1607248 | 3d Mar Div IS o S<M=F
182400192400 Dec 65
0300 Lo 182,,00H| 9th Marines ISUM# 163 S<MF '
0960 1 180715H| A Ce D plt at ceer(BT 0536L9) ebserved
i} Men leave a hut when the seund ef
tanks appreaching frem the nerth was hdafd,
1 VC XKIA resulted, S-MeF
0900 42 1611061 | & Ce D pitrel eperating in the VIC
of ceor (BT 067628) rpt receiving
autematic and Semlautematice wpns
fire frem a small rise, The marinmes
returned the fire, and assisted by a
tank, assulted the enemy pesitien,
VG breke ceatact
1921,09<202,90 Dec 65
0900 43 19200l 9th Marines ISUM# 16 SM=F
2 eoéitsé'zlzucofec (5
0900 Ly 20246l | 9th Marines ISUM# 145 SeMa¥
0900 Ls 202000H] A squad sized Marine ferce with twe tanks
were dispatched te assist a patrel
at ceer(095672BT),
#9460 L6 1907302] 3d Mar Div ISUM¥ 36 SaM.T
0900 L7 1607142] 3d Mar Div ISUM# SeM?
2% «2221;00 Dec 65
0900 L8 212,9QH| 9th Marines ISUM# 166 SMF ot
090 L9 210710Z| 34 Mar Uiv ISUMy¥ 38 SeM-F
0969 () 20U760Z] 3d Mar Div ISUM¥ 37 —_ SMar¥
222000232400 Doc 65 v
0960 51 222400H| yth Marines ISUM# 167 SaMr
290y 52 170058H] 3d Mar Div ISUM# 3i SeMF s
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In Out| Mumber |dated Orders, etc. “taken
. ) 2321,00-2;2L00 Dec 65

0900 53 [232400H | yth Marines ISUrs 158 BeMu?

0930 Sk 2207197 | 3d Mar Viv ISUM¥ 39 S-M-F

0930 55 230750Z | 3d Mar Div ISUM# Le SaMaF
242400252400 Dec 65

090 56 [2i2hooi S

0900 57 2521,00H | 9th Marines ISUM # 170 SMeF

0930 58 21,07502 | 3d Mar Div ISUM# 41 SaMF

0930 59 2500417 | 3d Marine Div ISUM# 142 S<M-F
o 26240 oo-'!ﬁ 72,00 Dec 65

0900 60 262400H | 9th Marines ISUM# 171 SeM-F

1000 6 260745%| 3d Mar Div IS . SMF
%7'%—"32 00-282L,00 Dec 65

0900 62 272400H| 9th Marines ISUM# 172 SeMeF

0900 - 63 27 Dec | Spec Rpt of CO B 1/9 Patrol SeMF

0900 64 27 Dec | Spee Rpt of 2/9mOperation SeM-F

= 281,00-2924,00 Dec 65

0900 65 2708002| 34 Mar Div ISUM # L SeMaF

0930 66 2821,00H] 9th Marines ISUM# 173 SeMF
292L,00=302500 Dec 65

0900 67 292400H| 9th Marines ISUM# 17L SMF

1030 68 2807502] 3d Mar Div ISUM# LS SeMeF
302400-312L,00 Dec 65

0900 69 | 302L00H| 9th Marines ISUM# 175 SeMaF

0945 70 2906212 3d Mar Div ISUM# 46 SMeF

|
Eucmﬁvm 0%
]
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CONFIDENT) A}

CON I 2,
OA F,r":MT' A ’- $-3 Section ~§
3d lank Bn &
Vietnam S oh
010001H nNec to 01240QH Dec 65
IN SERNO DIG INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. 5-STARE
g M-MAP
T-TROCP
A F-FILE
0020 001 010020H Fr Dream-3. Reported they secured from 1004 alert S
0145 002 }010145H Fr Y4A. Reported receiving one round SA fire. -
5 Returned fire. Results unknown. S 5
0150 003 010150H Fr Dream-3. Reported one man firing at 9th Marine 3
and 3d MT Bn CP. Five or six other men were ob- g
served in that vicinity. Flred an unspecified e
number of rounds with unknown results. S %
0230 004 010230H Fr Y-1. Reported receiving one round of sniper g
fire from their direct front. C-11 returned one =z
round at the sniper. S %
2010 005 012010H Fr SS-4. Three M4BA3, two M-51, and two M6TA2 &
deadlined at tank maintenance for use as emergency
weapons only. S %
020001H Dec to 022400H Dec 65
0530 001 020530H 3d Tank Bn. sweep element departed CP. S &,
1035 002 §021035H Pr Y-2. Patrol bringing in VCS blindfolded. Takkn
back to collection point. S :
1430 003 021410H Fr SSB. At 1800H B-24 and B-22 will be going on
sweep with "K" Co., 3/9 at Ha Dong AT 990641. S
1530 004 J021530H Fr S-2 OEChief. SgtMaj of Tank Bn apprehended one
VCS at 1430 BT 029735. Was armed with carbine
w/o stock, one M-26 Handgrenade. Suspect evacuated
to Hoa Vang District Hq. S
1825 005 02182 5H Fr S3B. B-24 departed on sweep to BT 9964 . S
1930 006 0219184 Fr SSB. B-24 secured from sweep about 1900H. No
damege to tank. Destroyed enemy sniper position. | S
. |
l
I
'
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CONFIDENTIAL

030001H Dec to 032400H Dec 65

iN

TIME
ouT

SERNO DIG

INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. 5=CTAFE
M-MAP

T-TROOP

' F-FILE

. - ——

1200

1700
1720

1325
1435

1725

1555

1600

1515

2030

001
002
003
ook
005

ool
002

003

001

002

03151 5H

Lo31200H )

031700H
031720H

032030H

041325H
04143 5H

0417254

0515550

051500H

i

|

Fr Dream-3. Patrol to the easb and sest of their
perimeter. Our perimeter line informed. S
To SSB. Send five Marines té 3d Engineer Bn at
0800, 7 Dec 1965 for land mine warfare school.

Bring mess gear, notebook, and penckl. S
Fr 134. Tank Bn patrol returned to CP. S
Pr 134. Patrol departed to apprehend Vietnamese
male outside perimeter wire. S
To SSA. Send five Marines to 34 Engineer Bn at
0800, 7 Dec 1965 for land mine warfare school.

Bring mess gear, notebook and pencil. S

040001H Dec to O42400H Dec ¥5

Fr SSA-6. 8S-6 has relieved tanks on Hill 22 and
is returning to Battalion CP. ' S
Fr SSB-1. Four tanks deployed to D-1/9 CP BT
064718, They have one squad pinned down. Have
requested tanks will inform you of results, S
Fr SSB. B-ll and R-15 moved to BT 054654, Infantr
pinned down by VC fire. Infantry was able to pull
back. No casualties to tanks. Casualties to
infantry unknown. S

]

050001H Dec te 0524 00H Dec qj

Pr Dream-3. Seven man patrel starting 1600H fer
apprex ene and a half heurs frem east te west eof

perimeter. H&S Cempany netified. S&T
Pr SSB-5. A lady struck by tank B-15. Lady was

| taken te 1/9 sickbay, found te be ekay and was

nogt to village. S
CONFIDENTIRL

R
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IN oUT

060001H Dec_to O062400H Dec 65 .__.

POV

SERNO D1 INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. 5= TTars
. N_NAD
7-TROCE
\ F-PILE
0230 001 060230H [Fr Y4B. Reported what sounded like to be a public
address system in the village of Phong Bac. S
835 002 060810H {Fr SSB. B-21 now leaving CP for recon. Have '
infantry suppert from 1/9. S
0945 003 0609454 }Fr SSE. B-23 still on recon. Fired two 90mm HE. S
1012 004 060945H }Fr SSB. Tanks B23 and B2l are now at *D" Company CPl. S
1410 005 0613554 |Fr SSB. B-24 has been receiving sniper fire off !
and on all day. At present all secure, S
1930 006 061930H }Fr Shove-3. Range request approved for 11 Dec 65. S
2020 007 062020H }Fr Swein-3. Called requesting Comm man with AM
65 and PT 70 be sent to Hill 22 tomorrow. Commo
notified. S
070001H Dec to 072400H Dec b5
1420 001 071420H {Fr Heavyfist-3. Will have men out in front of wire
for approx 20 te 30 minutes. Informed H&S of same, S
1905 002 0719058 {Pr Y-2. Explosion and several SA rounds came from
) vicinity of rallread crossing and highway 1. S
~ 080001H Dec to 082400H Dec ©£5
0420 001 072400H {Fr SSB. At 2400H B-14 spotted two Sampans end
] jexpended 150 .30 caliber at BT 078688. Destroyed
! one Sampan and twe VC aboard. S&F
0422 002 0801304 {Pr SSB. Took Sampan under fire at BT 080684.
Expended approx 100 .30 caliber. Destroyed Sampan. S&F
f 0910 003 080800H jFr SSB. Tankk B-14 and H-51 returned from Leper
: colony to A-1/9 CP. Captured one VC, one British
rifle and twe frag grenades. S&F

.

¥
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090001H Dec_to 09240QH Dec 65 —

SERNO

D1G

INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. S=iladT

001
002

003
004
005

006
007

001
002

003
004

e

090845Hg
090855H

09094 5H
091050H
0913 50H

092210H
092325H

1007554
100900H

1009258
101030H

Fr SSsB. B-13 and B-11 moving to Hoa Nang (4) to
assist 34 plt., A-1/9.

Fr SSB. Tanks B-22 and B-24 still on sweep. Have
four VC KIA in sampan and expended 200 .50 caliber
rounds. S
Fr SSB. B-11l and B-13 havé completed mission.r>-
Returned to A-1/9 CP and expended no rourds. S
Fr Dream-3. Sehding out patrol of perimeter wire.
Notified 134. S
Fr Shove-3. Have not yet received REDOPS. Notified
that it was sent on 6 Dec. Told them that we would
send special messenger with copy this afternoon.

Also notified them that SID report would not be sub-
itted until batteries are available although train-
ing was being conducted. S
Fr SSB. B-22 and B-24 on sweep 090700H (AT 9964).
ecured 091530H. Two sampans, four VC KIA AT 993642) s
r Shove-3. ARVN sourses report increase in acts

f treason next 48 hours. Children and old people

i1l be paid by VC to preform such acts as destroy-
ing unattended vehicles, stealing weapons, and leav-
ng explosives near billiting areas while appearing
o rest. S

100001H Dec to 102400H Dec 45

atrol departed Cp. S
r Dream-3. Sending out a patrol west of perimeter
o work to east. ' S
r Comm Centrol. Patrol reached Check Point 2. S
atrol returned . Checked one suspiciours person.
He had proger identification and was returned to
village. ound clothing along trail with what appeared

to be bullet holes. CONF’BEW‘{U@

D e R SR
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Con't
100001H Dec to 102400H

ouT

SERNO

DTG

INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC.

1215
1830

0100

0100

0200
0300

0430

1100

- 2100

005
006

001
002

003
004

005

006
007

—a

101215H
101830H

110005H
11001 5H

110027H
110300H

110430H

111100H
112100H

Civic action team departed on Operation Calm Seas §
to treat Vietnamese in Sampans near Danang. |
Tank Maint reports having one tank that will run :
and shoot in emergency. F-21 will move and shoot
small arms.

110001K Dec to 112400H De

Pr sSB. Three B Company tanks and two LVT's units
have moved out at 102340H on gatrol mission.

Fr SSB. In reference to my 110005H the three B
Company tanks and two LVTs have reached the beach

at Monkey Mtn. LVTs have entered water to check
boat. Infantry is checking boats on beach.

Pr SSB. B-25 located at MCB-8.
in their direct front. Took same under fire.

Fr SSB-6. Have completed patrol from Monkey Mtn.
Captured nine VCS hiding in Sampan 300 meters off
shore. BT 070810.

Fr Senator-3. ARVN at Dien Ban experienceing
busses being stopped and kidnapping taking place.
ARVN will have people disguised as civilians riding
various busses. They will be armed. ARVN at check
} points alearted. Alert check point Marines. wWill
patrol busses for indefinate period. Bus patrols
will operate between Ho Yen and Dien Ban and Mieu
Bong day and night.

Fr Co GySgt. H&S Co. 22 people fired on the range.
‘Rang e is now all secure. :

Fr SSB-5.
west of their position. Took enemy under fire.
: Effect on target have not known at this time.

{ people in patty. No confirmed KIA or WIA.

CONFIDE

Est.

. o
R v

Sighted two sampansd

B-23 at MCB-8 observed VC in river to the

30
S
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Con't

1100014 Dec to 1L2400H Dec 65

ACTION
IN SERNQ DTG INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. 5-3TAFF
M-MAP
T~-TROCF
F=FILE
2245 008 112245H FrsSB-5, Brave units had enemy contact. Tanks S
. expended 14 90mm HE, 5 90mm WP, 3 90mm cannister
2000 30 Ccal, 250 50 cal. Estimated 6 VC KIA, not
confirmed.Tanks encountered enemy SA plus ome
grenade, No friendly casualties. Situatlion now
normal. All secure
2400 t 009 [112400H Patrol has departed Y-3 gate. S
120001H Dec to 122400H Dec 65
ouhs 001 120445H {Patrol has returned via Y-3 gate. S
1655 002 1121655 }Fr SSA "A" Co SITREP S
1840 003 121840H {Fr Y-2, repert one man in a small,boat in front of S
' their position.
1845 004 }121845H {PFr H-54, outgoing machinegun fire coming from hill 42 S
1950 005 '121950H Fr Y-3, thete is a noise to their front which S
) sounds like something dragging along the deck.
1952 006 1219528 fFr Y-1, report flashing lights to their immediate S
front.
.2010 007 h220108 }Pr H-52, report brush moving away from their positidn S
) about 100 meters to their front.
,20151 008 1220158 |Y-2 Reports blinking light to their direct front S
2035 009 1220358 }Y-2 Reports drums beating in Phong Bac (1) S
2105 010 1221058 }A.T.Bn. requested one M4BA3 be sent to occupy & S
Pposition in their C.P. defense.
130001HDec to 132400HDec62
0045 001 1300208 SSB-2,B=6 Just left with Tanks, LVT's with S
Infantry on sweep. ‘
0320 002 1303001 SSB-6 All Tanks And LVT's returned to C.P. No
enemy contact. - 3
fﬁ?OO 003 131700H SSA-6 Fired one Flame Tank near 3dMarC.P, Plan to
< fire S.A. 15Dec65. 50Cal and 30Cal from Flame Tanks! ENCLOSURE ¢:¢)

16Decb5.

. N V_
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and black clothing at (AT 997640

) have mission of

N IDENTIA
Continued
. 130001F pec to 132400H Dec 65 .
TIVE Tl
N QUT SERNQ DTG INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC, ER IR
P"‘_"J[.‘P
772007
; _ P-FILE
1710 004 131717 Fr SSB, B-34 while returning to CP, picked up 2 I s
small boys making panji pits, Boys taken into custody,
panji pits destroyed.
1830 005 131830 4 men dispatched te reset flares in Yankee-3 area. S
.‘ 1910 006 131910 Fr Yankee # 1 & 4A, both report blinking lights te S
their direct frent.
1930 007 131930 Patrol returned. -with te VCS, which were taken to S
HOA VANG.
2000 008 132000 Fr DIV, weather report F
2035 009 132035 VCS were retained at HOA VANG S
2250 010 132250 Pr Sheve-3, infermed us to have our alert platoon S
standby for a pessible 30 minute call out.
140001H Dec to 142400H Dec 6 =
o440 001 140440 Fr SSB, At approximately 0304 1/9 requested SSB S
to check out boat movement in the rivers, Tank in
MCB-8 observed boats but did not take them under
' fire, B-41 and B-12 moved from CP and destroyed
, boat from thr ridgeline behind the Cp. Approx 3
i people observed in boat. Expended 10 90mm HE, 1 90mm
WP and 200 30 cal.

‘ 0735 002 140735 Fr Shove-3, Secure the alert platoon S
0845 003 140845 Fr Div, Weather report F
1040 004 141040 } Fr Shove-3, Range request for Saturday (1300-1730) S

i approved with the exception of the 25 meter range

] which is being used by the Air Police,

1 1900 005 141900 Fr DIV, Weather report F
i 2135 006 142135 Fr BRAVO-2, One VC company, 150 men wearing gray s

attacking Dong Son at (AT 994

'move through Tan Hanh,

H

669) will probably

CONFIDERRE ™
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150001H Dec to 152400H Deq"65

SERNO

DTG

INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDER3, ETC. S=Clart

g e

0950

1115

1215

1335

1415
: 1445

/700

/330

001

002

003

004

005

006

007
008

150950

151100

151115

151215

151335

151330

151415

;151uu5

TFr SSB, At 0800 this morning B-12 & B-13 proceeded S

to Hong Cuang 4 to assist RWB-2 who were pinned
down by approx 1 plt of VC. B-13 fired 4 cardinals
& 300 robbins at Hong Cuang 4, The same positicn
that B-6 & B-1 were at approximately 2 days ago.
Bunkers on high ground and trenches were positions
from which RWB were fired on. Bunkers and Pagoda
were destréyed.

Te Happy Age -6, Bring written discussion and be B
prepared to discuss lessons learned at next CO's
meeting 5 Jan 66,

Fr SSB-6, B-34 & H-51 moving to (BT 052665) to S
support 2 squads in the attack. The village is
Tu Cau 3.

Fr SSB-6, B-34 & H-51 moved X 1000 meters Tu Cau IS
spotted VC running with rifles, Have majority in
two houses.,

Fr SSB, B-34 & H-51 moved to Grid Coord (057655) S
to support two,squads in attack of Tuc Cau 3. 1000
meters South ef Tuc Cau 3, B-34 spotted 5 VC with
rifles running into two houses. Eversharp would
not allow runs to engage VC, Secured mission and
returned squads to D-6 CP. Have completed mission,
} Have 4 VCS now returning to RWD CP.

To SSB-6, Attention invited to peepsight ISUM S
159 paragraph one brave 1l40420H entry. Good cover-
age but evidently52 must be honored guest at
funerals before substantiation complete. Keep work-
ing for proper credit. Also review enclosure one ,
to Isum 159.

Fr Shove-3, Keep reaction Plt standing by tonight. S
« Fr Yankee-2, report man and woman crossing river in S
"a boat, landed on this side of the river and went gy (§grEcha

into the village, Man was carrying an o tha
like a rifle. WS‘!DE

- R S
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Continued
§ 150001H Dec to 1524CQQ0H Dec 65 )
TINME IV
IN cuT SERNQ DG INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. ERIDRPISUrS
M=MAP
_TRLOP
1740 009 1151740 Fr Yankee-3, A dog apparently foaming from the S
mouth and mad is hanging around their position
permission to put the animal out of its misery
' granted by 8-2.
1810 010 151810 Fr Yankee-4, Two women cleared a small area on S

the knoll to their left front, then disappeared

into the woods.

1820 011 151820 Fr Yankee-4, report a lot of unusual movement off S

to their left front, SS-3 called heavyfist -3 and
: they will check it out.

1955 012 151955 Fr Yankee-2, report that hill 22 is under fire.

S

2030 013 ﬂ52030 Fr Yankee-1, report muffled sound of heavy gun s

fire coming from far down on highway # 1.
2125 014 152125 Fr SSB, B-23 located at MCB-8 took VC targets under S

fire, VC weee spotted in treeline to direct front

B-23. 02 VC KIA. Expended 200 30 Cal.

160001H Dec to 162400H Dec 6% 5
0745 001 ﬁ60745 Fr SSB-1, Have crossed LOD, commenced phase one o S
‘ - Operation Redwood Bravo. Received one round of

8lmm mortar fire, no casualties.
0900 002 160900 Fr Div, Weather report F
0900 003 {160900 Fr SSB-1l, Have completed sweep in Ha Quang (4). No

: lenemy contact.

1340 004 §161315H |{Fr SSB, Tanks B-34 & B-35 were called upon to assist

Eversharp units at AT 668057. B-34 and B-35 proceed-
4 500 meters before mission was cancelled. Then
-34 & B-35 returned to D 1/9 CP.

LA et g
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1700014 pec te 1724004 Dec 65.

SERNO

DIG

INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. 5-TTLEE

0825
0920

1030

1300

1345

1845

1620

1220

N

1245

001
002

003
oo4

005

006

007

001

002

170718H
170820H

17103CH
171245H

171300H
1713450

171845H

181020H

181220E

~——r

} Tanks did not fire, presently have 6 VCS, no

Fr Div, Weather report S
Fr 3SSB-6, All B-1l tanks are presently at South S
end of horseshoe lake. No enemy contact. !
Fr SSB, B-15 & H-51 now leaving B 1/3 CP for S
Cam Sa area.

Fr SS-3 te Platsburg B-6, Bring written discussion | F
and be prepared to discuss lessons learmed at the
next CO's meetkéng 5 Jan 66.

Fr SSB, B=15 & H-51 have completed search, now at S
3/9 CP. Infantry had 1 VC KIA, tanks had no enemy
centact.

Fr SSB, B-1l units have completed phase 2, commen- S
cing phase 3 of eperation, approximately 1 day
ahead of schedule.

Fr SSB-1Picked up 11 VC's one seriously wonded but S
as a result of sweep. One slightlyn wonded as
result of sweep. B-1 also spotted 5 VC's crossing
rice paddy but was unable to fire, Tanks have had
negative contact.

: 180001H Dec to 182400H Dec 65
Fr SSB, B-35 & B=-34vstill on sweep. infantry fired | S
at feur fleeing VC. Do not know extent of damage.

further contact.
Fr SSB, At 0730 two tanks with B 1/9 started sweep.{ S
Infantry picked up 12 VCS coord (AT 054653) moved
to hill entering Phong Hoi coord (AT 067635), was
fired on by 4 AW's and 5 SAW's . Cartridges from
Chinese and USA weapons were found after area was
secured. Effect on targets: 4 bunkers and 4 enemy
fortifications were destroyed. Effect on enemy troops
unknown. Damage to tanks , small chunks of rubber

ENCLOSUBE ¢/2
. d 2000 30 1
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CONFIDENTIAL

Continued
180001H Dec te 182400H Dec 65 _
TIME ACTION
IN ouT SERNO DTG INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. 5= 5TAFF
M~=MAP
T~TROOP
F-FILE
1242 003 181242H | Fr SSB, B-11, 12, & 13 are returning te our CP b
for resupply. Hasdcnegative contact en tedays sweep.
1510 004 1815108 | Fr radio central, patrel reached check peint 2. S
)1610 005 1816104 | Fr radlo central, patrel reached check peint 3. S
1615 006 1816154 | Pr radio central, patrel returning to BN CP. S
1850 007 181850H |} Fr Yankee-4, repert an explosion about 3 feet in S
front of their wire te their direct frent, They
think it was & trip flare that dldn't go off.
2050 008 182050H Pr Yankee-l, repert fire in Cam Ne 5 S
2055 009 1820554 } Pr Yankee-1, repert firlng accross the river in S
cam Ne 5.
190001H Dec to 192400H Dec 65
0815 001 1908154 | patrel departed Bn CP S
0915 002 1919154 patrel returned te Bn CP, Negative results S
1400 003 191400H !} Fr S-3 LVT's, repert that their patrel is leaving S
their CP area and will return in an heur, line
notified.
1425 004 1914250 | Pr SSB~1, Still en pearl hunt, presently at ceord s
5 (095591) have been recelving sniper fire, Have
destroyed 5 enemy bunkers, ne friendly casualties,
enenmy casualties unknown.
1535 005 191510H Pr SSB-6, New heading nerth from our last pesition S
i at coord (140580). Ne enemy contact on the way
Nerth,
2115 006 19210p | Pr  SSB, B-13 with Redwood Brave received three to | S
_ four rds. of sniper fire. Pin pointed sniper, firefl
3 WP damage unknewn, situation all securs.
2130 007 1921304 Fr Yankee-2, reported green star cluster in the s
vicinity ef the bridge, reported same te Senator 3.
2145 008 192145H | Pr Yankee 4A, reperted firing one round te their S
front, at what they theught was a man. Results Unk.
2200 009 1922004

Fr Yankee-2, reperts about 50 50Rds SA fired in [F"Rmmmmmtu)

the vicinity of the bridge. [}(]n'
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Continued
190001H Dec to 192400H Dec 65
TIME , ACTION
IN oCT SERNC DTG INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. 3-STAFF
M=MAP
T-TROCF
F-FILL
2210 010 1921508 |Fr SSB, correction to my message 1921¢@H, 006journal} S
entry, Ammo expended 3 cannister rds instead of 3
WP.
» 200001H Dec to 202400H Dec 65
0015 001 2000154 |Fr Yankee-2, reported three rounds SA fire in the S
vicinity of the water point.
0020 002 200020H |Fr Yankee-2, report one round SA fire and what soundj S
ed like a grenade going off in the vicinity of the
water point.
0800 003 2008008 |patrel departed Bn CP S
0914 004 2009144 jpatrol arrived at checkpoint #7 S
1010 005 2010108 [pPatrol arrived at checkpoint # 10 S
1100 006 201100H }patrol returned to Bn CP. S
1315 007 2013158 {Fr S-3 AT Bn, requested that we provide a blocking S
force in Phong Bac, for a sweep to take place immed-
iately. WO WIGGS making preparations.
1520 008 2015208 {Fr Yankee-3B, 2 woman came to the gate with a small S
3 child needing medical attention. A corpsman was
‘ sent from sickbay and brought the child into the
dispensary where medical assistance was provided.
1700 009 2016554 [P® SSB, At 1630 tamks H-51 and B-12 moved teo assist § S
infantry at coord (085633). Had slight enemy contactj
Infantry received SA and Auto fire, No casualtiesto
tanks or infantry.
2000 010 202000H [SSA-6, reports SSA3 is scheduled to depart Hue-Phu S
i Bai enclave with 3/4 beginning tommorrow.
2010 011 202010y {Fr Yankee-4a, spotted man to their front(right). S
hiding behind bushes, they fired a couple of rounds
} and two men disappeared behind the brick house to
E their right front.
2030 012 202030K |Fr Yankee 3A, They fired at a man running from the S
. brick house. $mmumuggtﬁa
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Continued
200001H Dec to 202400H Dec 65

SCTI0N

i

IN QuUT SERNO DTG INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. S-STAFE
M=MAD
T-TROCY
F-FILZ _

2035 013 202035H Pr Yankee-%4A, they fired at one man who appeared S
from behind the brick house.

QZOIG 014 2020458 | Fr Yankee-4, They fired at a man crawling in the s
bushes,

2100°" E 015 2021008 Pr Div S-3, Maj BURNETTE (X0 1lst tanks) called fr S
MAF ILI requesting transportation pick him up at
G-2 to bring him to Tank Bn CP.

i 210001H Dec to 212400H Dec 65

0950 001 210900H Fr SSB, Armored recon on 19 Dec. Six tanks, 2 LVI's S
and 2 Plt's from 2/9 destroyed 8 bunkers and 6 VC
with weapons, unconfirmed coord of destroyed bunk-
ers: (BT 061630, 078643, 084605, 078615, 078609,

079609, 079606, and 088608). Six VC observed at

(BT 066633). 3 90mm directed at them and were
observed hitting in immediate vicinity of VC. No
search of area held. Expended 8 90mm WP, 23 90mm HE|
3000/30 cal, 200 50 cal. No damage to tanks, LVT's |}
or 2 90

1100 002 211100H Fr Yankee 3B, report they have a man at the gate S
who needs an escort to come aboard and work on
graves,

1510 003 211510H Fr H-54, To their left front about 75 yds out S
personnel are driving metal stakes into the ground
approximately halfway between H-54 & H=51 positions

1500 o004 2114004 }Fr ssa-6, Alpha 6 departed 1/3 CP for HUE-Phu-Bal S

IR ] 00

)

! URE ¢/2)
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SERNO

DIG

INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, EBTC. =o' s
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1850

1805 :

1820 006

007

2020 008

0800 001

0900 002

1035 003
004

005

006

2005

2117158

2118201

2118504
2120204

2207 55H

220900H
2209201

2208304

12211 50H

221250H
|

After action report Harvest Noon ACG 3D MAR DIV
2007302, 1 participating units submit subject
reports in accordance with ref A to TF Delta Hgs
NLT 230800H.

Pr Yankee-1, Plane dropped smoke (red) in area
where fire fight in 008 wds: Also firing on this
side of the river to the right flank, just past the,
2nd ridge line.

Fr Div, weather report.

Fr Yankee-4A, They fired into the village of Phong
Bac at what was described as unknown persons moving
in the tree line.

1]

nun

220001H Dec to 222400H Dec 65
Fr SSB, B-2 is 500 meters Nor of vim Dong, have S
nit mine. Have broken track block and have lost
number two road wheel, on the right side.
Fr Capt BERTRAM, about a company of ARVN's working s
in the Cam Ne compleX.
Fr SSB-6, SITREP from B-35, Infantry had slight S
contact with VC at hill near Phong Ho l. One VG
KIA, 2 captured. Tank had no contact. B-35 and B-34
position now on hill at Phong Ho 1.
Fr SSB, B-23 has hit a mine 800 meters East of B-25 S
position. Damage 2 road wheels, 3 track blocks,l
support roller. If spare parts are avalilable tank
can roll immediately.
Fr SS-5, Confirmation on msg 2207554, Tank B=23 S
nit mine at 0850 coord (091657). B-25 hit mine at
0820 coord (085658).

Fr SSB, B-35 reports Phong Ho 2 hit by 10 to 12 S
.mortar rounds, some infantry hit, no tanks hit or

fcrews damaged. 2 infantry WIA, 1 VC WIA. ENCLOSURE (/29
CONFIDENTIAL
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SERNO

DTG

INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDIRS, ETC, 5=l

007

008

009
010

011
012
013

014

015

2214108

2213474

221355H
2214308

2215158
221515H
221600H

221700H

;221800H

padt
\

Fr Shove 3, Brig Gen ENGLISBH, ADC Danang area, will
visit and be briefed as follows:

a, 241630H-241700H, 3D Tk Bn !
b. 241700H-241730H, 3D AT Bn

c. 241730H-241800H, 1lst AmTrac Bn

General will travel by jeep. Party of four will
include driver and escort officer who will be either
Lt Col FISHER or Lt Col Mc CLOSKEY. No plans teo
visit 3D Mtrs. Smokeroom notified Heavyfist and
Dream.

Pr SSB-5, B-35 tanks now on hill overlooking Phung
Ho 1. Artillery just worked place over, D units now
moving in to survey damage.

Fr SSB-5, making mobile sweep south and west of
horseshoe and complexes in this area.

Pr SSB-5, B-2 still on sweep on hill southwest of
horseshoe. Have stopped tank and embarked infantry
to check out suspiciaus area. Spotted 6 te 7 young
males moving east from coord (092637), took VC's
under fire with .30 Cal. Do not know extent of
damage, Infantry noew checking out the area.

General WALT te visit this CP from 0930-0945 en
Friday 24 December 1965.

Fr SSB-5, B:35 reperts D units just brought in one
uniformed VC and nine VCS.

Fr SSB-5, LVT with B-2 hit mine at coord (BT089642)
LVT still operational, picked up one VCS at the
same coordinates,

Fr SSB-6, Just completed firing 100 rds through
correctional mounted .50 Cal, no stoppages. LVT

lhit mine at 221600H coord (089642), LVT is under

ower headil

; own. homﬁ.
iPr SSB-5, At 0730 B-34 and B-35 moved out left S
infantry positien all day. Received what was believe%ﬁnffﬁf v

mortars. D Compant sa¥s that it was ARVN BGN’PF@E
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Continued
220001H Dec to 2224004 Dpec 65

3
V=
r.a

SERNC

INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC.

1840

1900
11900

1940

{1135
1245
1545

1546
1620

flgoo
11920
1925

234

T

016
017

018

001
002
003

004
005

006
007
008

221850H
2218401

221940H

231135H
23124548

2315451

231515H
231620H

231900
231920H
2319254

>

in infantry target. B-35 destroyed one bunker and
one wire tank trap with B-34. Tanks have no furthe
activity.

Fr Div, Weather report

Fr SSB-5, Late situation report on B-34 and B-35
activities. Infantry picked up 4 VC WIA and 12 VCS.
One uniformed VC is dying. Infantry sustained one
WIA.

Fr Senator-3, Police operation from 230600 thru
230900. One plt PF from district headquarters,

and % of PF squad of Hoa Cam village. Area of
operation (AT 999725, AT 997708, AT 993707 and

AT 999717). Purpose of operation to gain intell-
igence information and find VC dugout. Informed 134

230001H Dec to 232400H Dec 65
Fr H-52, They had an accidental discharge on their
tank while cleaning the M-60 machinegun.
Patrol orders 25 & 26 for 30 & 31 Dec delivered to
Company Executive (Officer.
Fr Shove-3, Tank Bn has the range on Saturday 25
Dec 65 from 0800-1200. 300 meter, 25 meter, and
the impact area, unit will check in and out when
using the range, H&S Co notified.
Fr SSB-5, 1/9 S-2 reports detection of mines at
coord (073661).
Fr Dream-3, Capt DONOVAN called in from operation
Calm Seas and requested that chow be held for 15

people. Messhall informed.
Fr
to
Fr
to
Pr

the close proximity of an ARVN ambush.
Yankee-1, report drum beating from the village
their left front.,
Div, Weather report.

AT Bn S-3, They have cancelled their ambush due

S
S

AENCLOSURE, (1.2)
 CONFIDENTIAL
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Continued
2300014 De=c to 232400 Dec 65

MmT AT
BARRAN

N QouUT SERNQ DIG INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDBRS, ETC. S=TTarE
M=MAD
T-TRCCF
\ T-PILE
1945 009 2319454 Fr Yankee-2, report small fire fight with heavy S
small arms fire to their left front down highway 1
near the radio tower.,
010 2320254 Pr SSB-5, Two B-3 tanks at water point require
security for the night, Coord (998707).
2040 011 232040H SS-3 notified 134 to break out the alert squad,
1 corpsman and 1 radio operator. ;
2045 012 2320454 | Fr SSB-5, Tanks moving back into 2/9 CP, so our S
alert force is not needed. 134 notified of same.
240001H Dec to 242400H Dec 65
0405 001 240405H | Fr Yankee-3A, report that a man scampered 1nto S
the woods near LVT's when a trip flare went off to
their left front, in front of the LVT perimeter,
0931 002 2409318 | Fr 134, General WALT Jjust arrived on the helicopter: S
pad, The standby squad is providing security.
1410 003 2414108 SS-3 called Div S-3 and cancelled the range request S
for the Hoa Cam range on Saturday 25 Dec 1965.
1530 004 2415308 Fr 134, General ENGLISH, ADC in the area. S
2055 005 242055H Fr AT Bn S-3, report they have picked up definite S
activity to the west of H-54, have spotted one man
about 25 yds out, also they have picked it up on
! the seisometer.
} 2121 006 2421218 }Fr Yankee-6, report firing in the vicinity of hill 32 S
1 2220 007 242220 §Fr Yankee-3A, report loud drum beating to their fr. S
|
!
; ; i O PN r\-PN?EFUMEQQ)
yudr e TIAL

e e . N
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IN QUT SERNO DG INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. 5=TTArE
Ve MAD
nmRo0P
X F-PILE
1145 001 251145H Fr H-51, one of the men on H-5]1 spotted a Viet- S
namese with a weapon crawling in the bushes about
- 10 ft from the wire. Marine fired with a sub-
machinegun. Person with weapon ran, damage unknown.
1730 002 251730H Fr SSB, sweep with B-33 and B-24 secured at 1700H 3
at coord (BT 047660) 3 WIA fron C-1/9, no rounds
fired by tamnks. No damage to tanks or crews.
2300 003 2523004 Ambush patrol left CP. S
JORLE 2329 004 2523294 } Fr SS=3;, Late msg from higher authority indicates | F

q 0110

0145
0725
0800
g 1415

11610
- 1700

possible cancellation of Parkgreen and warehouse
dinner. Call SS-3 and Parkgreen 3 before Patricks
playboys leave, Hope to have final dope by then.

260001H Dec to 262400H Dec 65
0015 001 260015H | Fr SS-3, SSA & SSB much attention for use on temp- | S
orary cease fire for Christmas period. Do not fire
unless aggressive or hostile act committed against
you. If you are forced to fire, you had better have
an armed @€ad VC te show newsmen. Stay loeose, but
protect yourselves,

002 260110H | Fr Yankee-1, report blinking light South about 3500} S
meters, azimuth 335 degrees. Blinked 10 to 15 min.
Reported to Div G-2.
003 i260145H ) Ambush patrol returned to CP. S
004 260725H {PFr Div, weather report S
005 260800H {Fr Div S-3, Resume aggressive operations. S
006 2613458 |} Fr SSB-6, B-34 & B-35 1located at Ha Dong bridge S
‘ received one rd sniper fire. B=34 moved off the
road and was stuck, but has since been freed. f
007 261610H Fr SsSB-5, H-51 & B-12 have reached destination, S
had one VC aboard who was evacuated by hel,
i 008 i261700H sFr SSB-5, B=-34 & B-35 are back in position at Ha S

f ‘Dong bridge. Have two tanks from "A" Co with them. ENCLOS RE(A)

Cuf,F?BH\’TH
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IN

SERNO DTG

INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC.

|
|
|
.

1700

1835

1845

1847

1848
1900
1945

1945

30315

0815

. 1245

009

010

0l1l1

012

013
014
015

016

001

002
003

B

261700H

261835H
26184 5H

261745H

26181 5H
2618451
L26205_IH

| 2619451

2703154

270700H
l 271245

[
f

T Fr SSB-5, B-3% & B-35 received automatic rifle fire

from approximately 1000 meters to their left front.
Infantry returned fire,

Fr AT Bn S-3, The large explosion coming from our
Southwest about 500 meters to the front of AT's

sending out a patrol to check out the area,

Fr 3D MT Bn S-2, One of their drivers at the old
MAF trash dump observed a VC flag, Also the child-
ren in the area were making obscene gestures at
the driver,

Fr SSB, B-34 and B-35 received two sniper rounds,
B-34 expended three 90mm WP in vicinity of sniper
fire.

Fr SSB, H-31 & B~1l2 returning to 9th Mar CP with
two VCS and ene wounded boy.

Fr SSB-5, B-35 expended 4 90mm WP rounds at fort-
ified position accross the river,

Fr SSB-6, B-34 & B-35 received 3 rds sniper fire
approximately 5 minutes ago. Coord of sniper fire
(990638). Expended 300 rds of .30 Cal, 1 90mm WP,
1 90mm cannister, and 1 90mm HE. No enemy contact
at present time,

} Fr SSB-6, B-35 expended 1 WP & 500 .30 Cal on
tbridge.?-z,}j then moved to bridge and expended
{rod. No enemy contact at this time.

270001H Dec to 272400H pec 65
Fr Yankee-2, report drum beating in Phong Bac.
tempo is slow,

Fr Div, weather report.
Patrol departed Bn CP

was a booby trap triggered off by a dog. They are ,;-sr,

S
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270001 Dec to_272400F Dec 65

INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC.

PRI

T Tl
2 PSS
MoATATD

W o TV

Ve AZ

T-TROCP

FUBORNY

T-FILo

1520

1545
1855

2005

2005

; 2025
2130
2220

004

005
006

007

008

009
010
011

271520H

271450H
271835H

271905H

272005H

2720254
272130H

i 272220H

!

g

Fr Div 6-3, Cmdr or representative invited to attenﬁ S

briefing on NMarket time operation. Briefing by
Senior Naval Advisor 1lst coastal district at 0900

28 Dec 1965, at the 3D MAF conference room.

Pr SSB-5, Infantry had 1 KIA and 6 WIA while oper-
ating with B-12.

Fr SSB, All b-2 tamks at Ha Dong bridge will proceed
to 2/9 Cr.later this evening. No damage to crew or
tanks.

Fr SSB, At 1330 B-12 & H-51 moved to coord (084629)
with one reinforced squad to relieve a squad size
patrol that was under heavy enemy fire, This fire
seized when tanks arrived. Redwood Bravo-6 observed
8 VC moving into three houses. B-12 destroyed same
when B-1l2 fired. VC withdrew into a village, air
strike called in. VC wore green uniforms with
camouflaged neck scarves & brush tied on their backs
VC had machineguns, BAR's and other semi-automatic
weapons. Approximately 60 VC spotted. Total con-
firmed VC KIA 40, of which 13 were accounted for

by B-12 tanks. Village not searched due to superior
enemy forces. Expended 11 90mm WP, 9 90mm HE, and
900 rds .30 Cal. Infantry had 5 WIA and 2 KJA. Tanks
found no casualties. B-12 tiger strikes again.

}Fr SSB, B~1l2 hit a mine at 1910 this evening at

coord (102668). Appeared to be a large anti-personne

mine, no damage to tank or crew. B-12 and H-51 are

presently at Redwood Bravo CP.

Fr Yankee-2, report small arms fire to their immed

front. Also red flare in the same area.

Fr SSB-6, B-22 received a few sniper rds, presently

at 1004 alert.

Fr Yankee-2, report small arms fire in the vicinity

of the bridge. coord (AT 992683) el it XY
L Wi . b L
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T-TRCCFP
. F-F1LE
2230 012 2722308 Tk Bn X0 reports small arms fire vicinity coord S
(AT 970700). !
2800014 Dec _to 282400H Dec 65
0800 001 280800H Patrol departed Bn CP
0915 002 280915H | Patrol has two VCS whom they are bringing in. One S
prisoner released by S-2, the other was taken to
Hua Vang.
0925 003 280925H Patrol is at Yankee-3B with the two VCS S
1110 004 281110H { Patrol has another VC in custody. S
1115 005 28111 5H Fr SSB-6, B-24 & B-33 secured sweep which went S
from coord's (037680 to 047675). Tanks had no
no enemy contact and expended no rounds.
1145 006 281145H | pPatrol returned to the Bn CP
1450 007 281440H I Fr SSB-5, B-12 is now moving out to support B 1/9 S
1530 008 281515H Fr SSB-6, H-51 and B-1l2 are now at Coord (BT 105648) s
supporting B 1/9. B 1/9 had 1 WIA, tanks expended
5 90mm WP and 2 90mm HE.
2300 009 282200H Fr SSB, B-34 and B-35 received sniper fire from s
coord ( 995645)at 2150H. Expended 50 .50 Cal rds
target neutralized.
290001H DpDec to 292400H Dec 65
1245 001 291230H Fr SsSB-5, Tanks H-51 and B-12 going Lo support S
infantry 1200 meters east of B 1/9 position.
1300 002 291300H Civic action patrol departed Bn CP. S
? .
; ENCLOSURE ¢.2)

CONFIDENTIAL

Tl e R A B

AHIAISSVIOHd



AHIAISSVIOHd

CONFIDENTIAL

300001y Decto 3024004 Dec 65 e

! T TR e e e -
E IN ouT SERNO DTG INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. }“3{;55
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T-TRCCF
F-FIL=E
]
0500 001 3005008 | Fr Yankee-3A, report woman screaming and baby cryin% S
in the village to their front.
0730 002 300718H {Fr Div, weather report F
0800 003 300800H Patrol departed Bn CP
0830 o0k4 3008308 | Patrol reported that it was chasing two men armed S
with rifles, Turned out to be two men out there
who were setting trip flares.
0845 005 300845H Fr SSB-5, Tanks B-16 and B-12 are proceeding to S
Hong Quong for resupply tanks ang blocking force.
0910 006 300910H Patrol picked up an ARVN with no weapon or ID card. S
0620 007 3009208 Fr ssB-g, Have reached destination North of Hong S
& Quong. (4).
1000 008 301000H |{Patrol returned to Bn CP. S
1200 009 301045H Fr ?SB—S, Tanks B-16 and B-12 are now returning to S
B 1/9 cp
1200 010 301115H Fr SSB-6, Tanks B-16 and B-12 are now returning to S
LSSB CP. Have 3 VCS with tanks.
1210 011 3012104 Fr Div G-3, Frost Call: Road condition Bravo, S
essential administrative vehicles only, dispatched
! by C. 0. . No track vehicles,except tactical
employed only.
1410 012 301410H |lLate entry in reference to entry 006, DTG 300910H, S
a check of ARVN revealed he lacked ID. He was evac—
k juated to Hoa vang for questioning. Later he was
taken to his home along route # 1 and retrieved his
papers.
21420 013 301420H {Fr SSB-6, Helicopter recon of War Bonnet area to takde S
! 1 place 311000H to 311100H. Will stop at Sandpiper
; Alpha and can accomodate up t6 5 passengers.
+ 1910 014 301755H |[Fr Div, weather report

ENCLOSURE ¢/2)
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IN ouT SERNQ DTG INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. 5=TIArE
i MoMAD
5 T-TRCOP
. P-PILE
0925 001 310900H Fr SSB-5, All SSB tanks situation remains all secur% S
0930 002 $1310930H Fr Comm, SSB just called and said that the incoming S
helicopter would require smoke. No smoke grenades !
yellow available in 3-3, H&S Co called and furnish-
ed the yellow smoke grenade.Three yellow smoke
grenades checked out by S-3 for future use.
0830 003 310830H Patrol departed Yankee-2 | S
1000 004 311000H Patrol returned via Yankee 3aA, nothing significant S
to report.
1640 005 13116404 Fr H-54, report that 6 - 7 shots were heard from S
1 vicinity of the river in clump of trees to their
direct front. _
1900 - 006 311900H {Fr Div, weather report S
2030 007 §312030H Fr SSB, B-34 and B-35 received incoming sniper fire S
at coord (995645). Expended 290 WP, 1 90mm, 100 50 S
cal effect target neutralization. No enemy contact
lat present. - _
2200 008 312200 {Alpha and Bravé ambushes departed Bn CP. S
2235 009 3122354 Fr Alpha ambush patrol, they are returning Bn Cp S
2300 010 3123001 Alpha ambush patrol arrived Bn CP S
2330 011 312330H j{Alpha ambush patrol departed Bn CP vicinity 991711 S
2355 012 312355H Fr Yankee - 2, report firing from the water point S
and Phong Le.
2400 013 JHAPPY "NEW YEAR
|
|
ENCLOSURE ¢.2)
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Dec 1545
Itee man vorging perty on 2 Doc o last J or o F
' wrangporbavion wivh A7 2n and Arrac 3n.
2 Dec 1565
0915 Shove 50 requesied doller value of PCL products usage for one | F
yoar,
3 Dec 1305 _
2600 Dollar value of $39,832,18 submitted to Saove 50 on DPOL rprodu-f F
cts for 1 year,
Ly Dec 1565
[ . -
1 LogSum #li, Armmo Expenditure and Selecied T/A Ttems report ¥
b= N 3 o iy
submitted
1030 Requessved Transportation for 3 trucks to Chu Iai. )
5 Dec 1965
{1000 bDiv Zmbark verified request for itransportation to Chu Lai for {F
3 trucks and 6 men, Will notify us when ready.
1800 i Cormitted 1 truck to Division vise 2, F
1330 3 Trucks with one compressor and two sets of M51 track stand- | F
ing by Lo zo to Chu lai,
| 6 Dec 1965
| 0830 3n Supply nobified that 80 paliets of track arrived at FLSG.
Svprly 0fficer left area Lo verify, )
1300 truveks dispatehed Lo pick wp track ¥
i 1530 AZY track in CP F
‘r 7 Dec 1565
2600 N¥o outstanding corments or incedents this date F
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3 Dec 1905
CI00 88C reporis receirt of 2 Batlery Charger, Charger helongs to
Bne ¥Will bring iv Yo Da Yang upon reiturn of 3 trucks, F
9 Deec 1965
1200 £ Trucks cormitied L0 FLSG. for division tormorrow 3
10 Dee 1965
0630 4 Trucks o FISC F
1l Dec .1.963
1200 SSB requested 1200 g2l diesel fuel, F
=230 Refueler dispatched to Zrave CP, ¥
12 Dec 1965
1600 Ne oubstanding corments or incedenis this daie, T
p
13 Dec 1965
1055 Piatsburg Bravo requasts 160 itrack blocks ASAP, 1iso request
ET4 of same r
1;‘_.'. Dec .1.90_‘)
0630 3 trucks with 1 compressor and 2 sets of M9 track to Chu iai (F
fon 1ST £03.
a020 Notified SSB to send crew of 21 to this CP for sxiended period
Also requested quantity of extra CEM r
15 Dec 1% 6)
1038 SS3 requested 300 gal gas 7
¢+ 2020 Refueler dispatched Lo 3raveo CP F
1030 3 trucks with gear for Chu Lal is loaded, Ship has not 1eft. F
AAan } ’ -l'v 4 KR 2,2
LO4D ! 3 SUJ will pick np two torsion bard this afternoon F
T
ENCLOSURE ¢/2)
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1600

1000

1000

1830

! 0920

0830

-

-~

7 - -
15=17 Dec 196
incedents this perion

No ousstancing conmenis or

[

8 bec 1965
al diesel {uel
to 3ravo CP

SE8B requested 200
Refreler dispatche

2,09

19=20 Dec 1565
No oulsianding corments pr incedents this period

21 Dec 1965
S8B requests 300 gal of diesel by tomorrow

2 Dec 1965

Refveler cdispaltched to Bravo CP

Bravo 23 and 25 reporied as having hit land mines., No casual-
'ties, mbnor damage to vehicles,

n

23=2L Dec 1§43
NO outsianding comments or incedents this period

25 Dec 1965
|SSC reports that 3 trueks have arrived at SSC CP Chulai.
neturn scheduled for 200C depariure.

25 Dec 1955
Vehiclies roturned from Chu Iai.

27 Dec 1965

Sshi requests S¢36 for up to date status report on MA7 flames

ENCLOSURE ¢2)
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20 Dec 19535
600 SSu reguests S5C and Tlatsburg 2 for listing of sl and V4T
tanks which heve 50 miles or 1ess remaining on all sprocxkeiss
also numoer of Lorsion hars., &l L0 oe broxen down by USMC # | F
2% Dec 19565
03800 Clarification Lo above messazs sent this date; F
30 bec 15465
2000 ’ SSB requeste {00 73l gas ASAP i)
1015 Refusler dispatched to 3ravo CP )
31 Dec 1965
2830 Correction vo 27090CH sent reguesting amount of sprockest
vith 50 miles or less remaining life.
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COMPANY C '
3d Tank Battalion v

3d Marine Division
FPO, San Francisco, 96601

JDS:dtt
5213
5 Jan 1966

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

1-31 December 1965
Section XII
1. Problems encountered end lessons learned by supporting units.

a. The inherent tenk capabilities of firepower, armor protection,
mobility, and shock action have not been utilized to their maximum pot-
ential. 1In most instances tanks have been utilized on the FEBA as static
pillboxes to reinforce defensive positions.

LESSONS LEARNED - Due to employment of Viet Tong gallentry platoons/
teams, the static positioning of tanks on the FEBA presents a lucrative
target. The mission assigned the tanks could be adequately fulfilled by
orgenic infantry weapons. FMFM 9-1 is quoted in part as follows: "Tanks
should be employed in mass with the reserve to exploit the situations a-
rising in battle, to counterattack, or to react agressively." It is fur-
ther stated: "Employing tanks with the counterattack force affords the best
opportunity to utilize.the full capabilities of the tank." Primary and
alternate positions should be prepared for tanks along the FEBA, but they oo
should be assigned positions with the regepve unit and move to positions
on the FEBA when reinforcement is necessary.

b. On 25 December the An Tan bridge was attacked by the Viet Cong.
An infantry company was dispatched by truck to reinforce the bridge defense.
Tanks were available but were not utilized to escort the trucks to the "
bridge. N

LESSONS LEARNED - Whenever possible tanks should be utilized to lead
8 mechanized-motorized force when truck mounted infantry move into the
battie area. It is a well known enemy tactic to ambush relief foroes. i
Use of tarnks as mobile security and fire support for relief forces great- B
1y enhances the chances of effecting reinforcement or relief. The inherent ‘ i
communications capabilities and mobility of tank units provide the Command-
er with an immediste method of effecting relief. N
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