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PART I
CRGANIZATIONAL BATA SHEET
3d Marine Division (Ferward), FMF,
William Robert COLLINS,

Major Gemeral, United States Marine Corps, MN@&ASSHF ”E.

M

i

Commending.

COMMAND DIARY for the period 6 May 1965 to 31 May 1965
Submitted 13 June 1965

From the Division (Forward) Command Post

in the
Marine Compound, DA NANG Air Base, Republic of Vietnam

SUBORDINATE UNITS

Headquarters Battalion (-)
(Porward)

3d Marine Regiment (-)

(Reinforeed)

Lth Marine Regiment (-)
(Reinforced)

1st Battalion (~)(Reinforced)
12th Marine Regiment

3d Battalion (-~)(Reinforced)
12th Marine Regimeant

i Battali
(Remzfol;:::) ( Fom::) (=)

3d Reconnaissance Battalion (-)

COMMANDIMG OFFIC:
Ma jor Chnrlu W. ABBOTT, USMC

Golenol Edwin B. WHEELER, USMC
to 24 May 1965
Colonel Frank E. GARRETSON, USMC

Colonel Edward P. DUPRAS, Jr.,
usMe

Major Gilbert W. FERGUSON, USMC

Lieutenant Colonel Arthur B.

Major William G. BATES, USMC
to 13 May 1965

Major Bernard A. KAASMAN, USM
to 29 May 1965

Lieutenant Colonel Nicholas J.
DENNIS, USMC

Lieutenant Colonel Don H.
BLANCHARD, USMC
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w PART II

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

prona—

1. BACKGROUND AND MISSION ASSIGNED Mmﬂ gg
d at’S

Headquarters, 3d Marine Division (Forward) FMF, K: Lﬁjgzﬁl
the Marine Compound, DA NANG Air Base, Republic of VIETNAM, -t
at 1800H on 6 May 1965, under Major General William R. COLLINS,

USMC. Simultaneously, the Headquarters, 9th Marine Expedition-

ary Brigade, Brigadier General Frederick J. KARCH, USMC, Com=-
manding, was disbanded and its functions absorbed by the III

Marine Expeditionary Force, 3d Marine Division (Forward) FMF,

or Marine Air Group 16 (-) (Reinforced), lst Marine Aircraft

Wing, FMF, as appropriate. Since active operations were in

progress, the ITI MEF staff initially was superimposed on the
existing MEB Staff. After a period of several days, the

Division Staff gradually took over and the MEF Staff moved to
separate quarters. On 7 May, by direction of the Joint Chiefs

of Staff, III MEF was redésignated as III Marine Amphibious

Force. '

Headquarters, 3d Marine Division (Rear) remained at Camp
Courtney, Okinawa, initially under Colonel Andrew I, LYMAN
USMC, Division Chief of Staff, and, subsequentl§o 15 May 1965,
under the Assistant Division éommander, Brigadier General KARCH,
who returned to Okinawa from DA NANG on that date. Colonel
LYMAN came forward and assumed duties as Chief of Staff, Third
Marine Division (Forward) omn 17 May.

The establishment of the Headquarters of the Division (For-
ward) in the Republic of VIETNAM was authorized by higher head-
quarters. This became a necessity when approval of the pro-
jected landings at CHU-LAI clearly indicated that the Division
would then have 7 of its infantry battalions committed in VIETNAM,
supported by most of the 12th Marines and significant ppotions
of 21l other elements of the Division.

Initially, the mission assigned the Division was identical
to that of the 9th Marine Expeditionary Brigade: provide secur-
ity for the Air Base at DA NANG and for the 8th Radio Research
Unit at HUE PHU BAI in the Republic of VIETNAM. On 12 May,
this mission was further expanded to include the furnishing of
security during the construction of a SATS-type expeditionary
airfield in the CHU LAI area, approximately sixty-five miles
south of DA NANG. This area was seized and occupied by RLT-L
(-) under the 3d Marine Expeditionary Brigade on 7 May 1965,
RLT-4 passed to Division control at 1200H, 12 May 1965.

By letter of Imstruction dated 5 May 1965, Commander, U.S.
Military Assistante Command, Vietnam (COMUSMACV), spelled out
a new mission to govern the operations of the III Marine Exped-
itionary Force in the Republic of Vietnam. Since all of it
applied to 3d Marine Division {Forward), it is repeated here

in its entirety: M@l@SS[}HE@ ﬁ
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"In general render combat support to RVNAF. Iun coordin-
ation with CG, I Corps participate in or provide for the defense
of HUE FHU BAI, DA NANG, and CHU LATI airfields and ancillary
facilities. Maintain the capability to conduct, on order, deep
patrolling and offensive operations and reserve/reaction oper-
ations in coordination with CG, I Corps. Be prepared to execute
Us $e contingency plans as directed by COMUSMACV.®

2. HESUME OF ACTIVITIES, MOVEMENTS, AND HESULTS

On 6 May 1965, when Major General William R. COLLINS, USMC,
broke his flag at DA NANG and took control of the ground tact-
ical ynits previously under 9th Marine Expeditionary Brigade,
the basic posture was still defensive, with gradually increas-
ing emphasis being placed on aggressive pabrolling within assigns
ed Tactical Areas of Hesponsibility (TAOR) at increased distances
from primary defensive positions. For the remainder of the month,
these activities were continued, and on several occaslions, two-
company patrols under battalion control were conducted along the
forward edges of the DA NANG TAUR. These patrols were backed up
by otuer company-sized, helicopter-borne quick reaction forces,
close air support, light, medium, and heavy artillery, and, if
needed, naval gunfire up to & Sé caliber (USS CANBERHA).

Cn 11 May, the 3d Battalion, 3d Marines jumfed off on &
glanned search and destroy operation on the village of LE MY

in the northwest portion of the DA HANG TAOR. BResistance was
encountered and casualties sustained, but the battalion, with
three companies comuitted, accomplished its mission and seized
the village, liberating some 400 inhabitants from over two years
of terrcristic VIET CONG control. After thorough search of the
area, seizure of suspected VIET CONG adherents, and destruction
of all trenches, traps, bunkers, tunnels and other defensive
installations, control of the area was turned over to the Govern=-
ment of the Republic of Vietnam. At least one company remsined
in the general vicinity in case the VO should attempt to reestab-
Ligh their hegemony in the village. Medical treatment teams

were sent into LE MY as soon as it was secured.

This was the first such operation conducted by Marine Corps
Forces in Vietnam, and the results are being closely monitored.
The villagers have welcomed the medical treatment afforded them
and have thus far appeared to be coeperative with the newly cone
stituted civil and military authority established by the Republiec
of South Vietmam. General CULLINS defined the actual military
objective of this Division as being the people of VIETNAM, and
stated that if they can be won over t¢ the side of their own
government by such tactics, the LE MY operation may well be the
pattern for future employment of Marine Corps forces in this area.

The weather and terrain continued to constitute formidable
obstacles. The steep terrain, high grass, dense underbrush and
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the fringe of the jungle canspy aloné'the western edge of the
Da HaNG TaCE impeded ilmdividual and unit movement, and tended
to favor the enemy's harrassing hit-and-run tactiecs.

On 6 May 1965, the 3d Marines (~-)(Heinforced) were occupy-
ing defensive positions in the DA NANG Air Base complex and
were conducting aggressive combat patrolling during daylight
hours. Static defensive positions and ambush sites were occu-
pied during hours of darkness. The lst Battalion, 3d Marines
occupied the 327/268 hill mass on the left (South) flank of the
high ground just west of DA NARG Air Base., The 24 Battalion,
3d Marines occupied the 368/278 hill mass on the right (North)
flank of the high ground which trends northwest from DA HANG Air
Base, This battalion had two companies in the lower terrain be-
tween hill 278 and the C4 DE SONG River incident to the security
of LE MY village and projected search and destroy operations to
the north and west. The 3d Battaliom, 9th Marines, attached to
the 3d darine Regiment occupied the DA NAKG Air Base perimeter
with three companies on line and one in reserve as a mobile rapid
reaction force for empleyment within or without the Air Base de-
fense perimeter. During the latter part of the month one of the
companies of this battalion was employed as a patrol forece in
the western sector of the DA NANG TACE.

At HUg PHU BAIL, the 3d Battalion, 4th Marines, alsc attached
to the 3d Marine Regiment, maintained two companies deployed in
a perimeter arouad the airfield amd kept its remaining twe rifle
units on continuous patrol missions im the rolling, gradually
rising high ground to the west of the airfield proper cut to a
aistance of about 5000 meters, On several occasions, the two
patrol companies were joined in search and destrey operations
toward the outer limits of the assigned TAOR.

The two companies which maintained the airfield perimeter
defense also had the misslon of carrying out the loecal "Pecple
to Feople" Frogram. A medical team visited friendly villages
thuree times a week, and on 24 May, these operations were expand-
ed in & southerly direction on a gradual basis. Generally speak-
ing, 3/k had very few confirmed contacts with the Viet Cong dur-
ing this period. .

ELT-4 (=) (Heinforced) began landing over the beaches in the
ChU LAL area at 0800 on 7 May 1965. Although configured for an
assault landing, the regiment came ashore in a secure environ-
ment created by prior sweeping and clearing operations conducted
by the 2d Division, ARVN. Inasmuch as the landing itself was
conducted by the Commanding General, 3d Marine Expeditionary
Brigade, under the overall command of Commander, Task Force 76,
the details will have been reported by those units and are there-
fore not repeated here,
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RLT-L passed to the. operational confrol of 3d Marine Division
(Forward) at 1200H on 12 May 1945. BLT 3/3 arrived from Oki-
nawa by sea and landed incrementally between 12 May and 19May.
Upon landing, units of the regiment occupied defensive peri~
meters within the assigned TAOR to prevent enemy penetration
and to provide security for the engineer units tagked to in-
stall an 8,000 foot SATS-type eXpeditionary airfield., After
the initial clearing operations and consolidation of basic v
defensive positions, the regiment began aggressive patrolling
beyond those positions in order to expand the TACR, first so
that the airfield sits would be placed beyond 442" mortar range,
and subsequently beyond light artillery range. Cordial rela-
tions were established with local Frovince and District Chiefs
and the basic groundwork was laid for & future Feople to People
Progranm,
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CHRONOLOGICAL SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

3 May Division Headquarters (Forward) advance Party of four
Officers and 3 Enlisted arrived DA NANG.

6 May Major General William R. COLLINS, USMC, broke his flag
without ceremony at 180C0H in the Marine Compound DA HANG
Air Base, as Commanding Generdal, III Marine Expedition-
ary Force and Commanding General, 3d Marine Division
(Forward)., The Ninth Marine Expeditionary Brigade was
gimultaneously disbanded as a operational unit.

7 May Third Marines conducted company-sized combat patrols
within TAOR. Third Battalion, 9th Marines conducted
reconnaissance patrols within perimeter of DA NANG Air
Base, Third Battalion, 4th Marines established ambushes
along avenues of approach into positions and received
some enemy small arms fire,

g May 4 company-sized patrol from 1/3 killed 1 V¢ sniper and
wounded another, Commanding Gfficer, 2/3 and a party
of 15 others plus the local District Chief, visited
villages lying just south of CA DE SCNG river. The
group was fired on by snipers, resulting in 1 Marine
KIA. First Battalion, 12th Marines fired reinforcing
fires for ARVN artillery units with 105mm, 155mm and 8"
howitzers.

9 May First Battalion, 3d Marines utilized helicopters to
1ift a company sized-combat patrol to a landing zone
in the northwest portion of regimental TAOR and moved
a company into an assembly area during the late after-
noon preparatory to operations planned for 10 May, First
Battalion, 12th Marines displaced "AY Battery forward in
order to support projected 10 May operations. The weather
continued to be hot and very humid, with a resulting de-
crease in personnel efficiency. :

10 May First Battalion, 3d Marines continued company sized patrol
operations in southwest sector of TAOR. Second Battalion
3d Marines' operation planned for 10 May was postponed
to 11 May. Two companies were in position by late after-
noon.

1l May Second Battalion, 3d Marines, with 2 companies, commenced
gsearch and destroy operation in the vicinity of the vil-
lage of LE MY at O625H. One Marine KIA and two WIA by
sniper fire, which continued sporadically. A third com-
pany was committed during the morning. Six more Marines
were wounded by booby traps and "punji?” stakes, 4 total
of 51 suspected VG were captured and delivered to Viet-
namese authorities for interrcogation. Over L0O others
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were liberated from V0 control. All three companies
remained in the vicirity of LE MY pending completion
of consolidation phase. Able-bodied Vietnamese were

put to work destroying "punji? traps, bunkers, trenches
and other VC fortification in the area.

All other units continued normsl patrol and night am-
bush operations. 4 1l0-man patrel from Company "D",

3d Reconnaissance Battalion was inserted by helicopter
in a preselected site in the southwest portion of 3d
Marine TACE., This operation was found to have been
cbserved by a sizeable group of armed VC, however, and
the patrol was withdrswn by helicopter prior to the
onset of darkness,

12 May First Battalion, 3d Marines sent out a company-sized
patrol in an attempt to establish contact with V¢ who
caused withdrawal of reconnaissance patrol on preced-
ing evening, with negative results. Second Battalion,
3d Marines had five WIA as a result of bocby traps in
LE MY. Another search of the village disclosed two
weapons and one VC, who was killed while attempting
tc escape. An additional six VC suspects were captured
and turned over to Vietnamese Authorities. PFourth
Marines passed to Division Comtrol at 1200H. First
Battalion, 4th Marines and 2d Battalion, Lth Marines
conducted patrols within regimental TAOR, Leading
elements of 3/3 arrived én USS IO JIMA (LPH-2) and
commenced off loading at Q800H. .

13 May First Battalion, 3d Marines had one Marine WIA by 12-
inch arrow or blow gun missile while on security duty
for a supporting artillery battery. Second Battalion,
3¢ Marines ambush fired on 8-10 VC appreaching position,
Subsequent search ylelded no bodies, but bloodstains,
abandoned mess gear and rice, and a bullet perforated
hat indicated some VC casualties were inflicted. The
VO continued their practice of removing their dead and
wounded from the scene of an action so that it is usually
difficult to assess their casualties accurately, Paci-
fication action continued at LE MY by elements of 2/3.

A 3/L reconnaissance patrol captured 2 VG, their weapons,
camp gear and a quantity of rice, which was distributed
to the village of FHU BAI.

14 May Second Battalion, 3d Marines established a medical
assistance team in LE MY and continued careful search
of hamlets of the village for VC and their weapons.
During the morning, patrels from Company #p", 3d Recon-
naissance Battalion became engaged in a fire fight with
several groups of VC which turned into a a running en=
gagement., After losing 1 Marine KIA and 7 WIA and
inflicting an estimated 5 KTA and 16 WIA on the V€, the
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patrols were.eXtractéé‘by heiicopter during the after-
noon under cover of a succession of close air support
missions flown by VMF4 531,

Company H, 2/3 was relieved in LE MY village by Vietne-
mese Regional Forces unit and moved into position on
high ground in the vicinity of LE MY Fort. A4 6 X 6
truck from 3/4 struck a mine in the HUE PHU BAT TACR,
blowing off a front fender and tire, Reports indicated
this mine may have been emplaced years 2g£6.by the French.
Lack of roads and poor trafficiability comtinued to ham-
per beach operations at CHU LAI.

No significant developments,

Lieutenant General Victor H. KRULAK, USMC, Gommanding
General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific, visited all units
of the Lth Marines (-)}{Reinforced) at the CHU LAI air-
field site.

Lieutenant General KRULAK inspected elements of 3d Marines
(-)(Reinforced) in the DA NANG TAOR, BLT 3/ at HUE-PHU
BAL and the village of LE MY,

Commanding General, FMFPAC and party departed DA NANG
enroute SAIGON. 1/3 lsunched a two company~-sized search
and clear operation inm the southwest portion of the 3d
Marines* TAOR. These operations were supported by Howtar
Battery (-), 12 H-34, 2 O1-B, 4 HU-1B and 3 FLB aircraft.
2/3 continued operations in the northwest section of the
TACR, landing one company on the north bank of the CA OE
SONG river at the village of TRUQONG DINH. After silenc-
ing harrassing automatic weapons fire with Slmm mortars,
the company found and destroyed extensive VC field forti-
fications in the area. Units of the kth Marines continued
extensive patrolling of assigned TACR. There was some
evidence of VC probes by small groups around tactical
perimeters. The remainder of BLT 3/3 arrived off CHU LAT
and commenced offloading at O4COH.

1/3 company-sized patrol operations in southwest sector
of TAQR resulted in 4 VC killed and 3 wounded. UsMe
casualties were 1 KIA and 2 WIA as a result of the first
use of mortars by VC against USMC tactical forces in RVH.
2/3 continued patrolling and searching and clearing oper-
ations along CA DE SONG river within TACR. Effective use
of LVTP~5 was made for moving troops across river and for
maintaining surveillance of transient river traffic. 3/i
FPeople to People medical team in HUE PHU BAT received a
warm welcome from the villagers. 1/4 had one Marine WIA
by sniper fire while on combat patrol within TACR., 3/3
completed occupation of all assigned positions in regi-
mental perimeter. Operational control of 3d Engineer
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Battalion (=){Reinforced) was passed to 3d Marine
Division (Forward) by Commanding General, III Marine
Amphibious Force,

2/3 Patrol in vicinity of LE MY killed 2 VC and captured
one suspected female VU sympathizer who was turned over
to Vietnsmese authorities., Platoon-sized patrol from
Company K, BLT 3/4 flushed VC from an abandoned village
near southern boundary of TACR, and found .30 and .50
caliber ammunition, VG clothing and 782 gear, and
Czechoslovakian penicillin tablets. The village was
burned before the platoon departed that area. A road
reconnaissance patrol from 3d Engineer Battalion was
ambushed by a road mine in the DA NANG TAOR. One Officer
was wounded by the blast. The ensuing firefight with

an estimated 8 to 10 V¢ was inconclusive. Lisutenant
General THROCEMORTON, Deputy COMUSMACY, visited various
units and installations of the 3d Marine Division (Forward),

1/3 platoon-size patrol operating in southwest sector of
TACR had 2 USMC WIA by VC grenades., A second patrol dis-
covered and destroved apparent VC base camp in the same
general area. & huts, 15 khaki uniforma, 20 BAR magazines,
20 flash lights, 5 miles of communication wire, and a
large supply of civilian clothing was destroyed in place,
several documents found were forwarded for intelligence
study. Units from 2/3 continued to locate and destroy

VC machine gun emplacements, "punji® traps, and spider
traps in area along CA DE SONG river in the vicinity of

LE MY, LVTE-5 continued to restrict and control river
traffic. 3/h used air support with napalm to defoliate
area in Free Zone south of the assigned TAOR. 4th Marines
continued extensive patrolling and consolidation of pogi-
tions with only occcasional VG contact. Removal and
exclusion of indigenous pecple from the TAOR and area
purchased for the CHU LAI airfield site has been a con-
tinuing problem.

A platoon patrol of Company A, 1/3, surprised 2 VO who
decamped, leaving their pscks full of drugs, overlays,
diaries, and clothing., A villager reported placement of
& hand grenade booby trap near the LVT POL dunp. The
grenade was found and destroyed. This incident consid-
ered to be significant, since it indicates the indigenocus
people may now be inclined to furnish U. S. Forces in
this area with accurate information. A 3/4 mine clearing
detall was the object of an unsucessful V( ambush. The
resulting action left 2 VO KIA and 1 WIA. One .38 cali-
ber pistol and 2 submachine guns of CHICOM manufacture
were recovered from VO bodies. There were no USMC casul-
tiss. 3d Reconnaissance Battalion with H&S Company,
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Company A, and Company B, displaced from CHU LAI %o

DA HANG by LST. Battery F, 1/12, engaged in a fire
fight with infiltrators attempting to enter battery
position during the night. V0 fled when Howtar battery
fired illumination over the area. One unfortunate re-
sult at this night action was the killing of one & year
old Vietnamese girl and the wounding of another in a
nelghboring village.

2l May Company B, 1/3 moving south on three parallel axes,
engaged an estimated 5 to 7 VO in a 15-minute fire
fight. The V0 employed 4 automatic weapons and a
60mm mortar before breaking contact and withdrawing
through dense underbrush. Local villagers reported
that the trails in the area may have been mined,
Company A, 3d Tank Battaliom, provided 3 minutes of
searchlight illmmination in the 3d Marines area in an
effort to detect V( movement eor attempts at infiltra-
tion. In the CHU LAI TAOR, 2/i CP received sniper fire
which was ineffective. A 2/4 rifle platoon operated in
conjunction with a Regional Forces platoon in sezrching
and clearing the village of AN HAI. 1/12 fired 9 har-
rassing and interdiction missions during the night in
support of 2/3. Battery L. displaced forward during
the day and fired in support of 1/3 on suspected VC CF
ares,

25 May In the southern seector of 3d Marines TAOR, Company B,
1/3, killed 2 VC and wounded ancther, who later died.
One French rifle and two othersof unknown make were
captured, A two year old girl from the village of HOA
PHAT returmed from the U. S, Haval Hospital, SAIGON,
where 1/3 sponsored her for a successful operation to
correct a cleft palate. 2/3 conducted a two-company
search and clear operation in the northwest sector of
the TACR along the CA DE SONG river, utilizing 25 UH-34D,
2 HU=~1B, and 2 F4B esircraft for movement and support.

Ho V¢ were contacted. 2/3's Surgeon and 4 corpsmen -
treated approximately 50 Vietnamese in the LE MY Dispen-
sary. The majority were children who had traveled up to
three miles to come in for treatment. A morning patrol
from 3/9 distributed boxes of ¢ rations to the villagers
of HCA PHAT. In the HUE PHU BAI TAOR, 3/4's medical
contact team treated approximately 250 people in the
town of PHU BAI. Cocleonel Frank E. GARRETSON, USMC,
arrived from Ckinawa and took command of 3d Marines
during the temporary absence of Colonel Edwin B. WHEELER,
USMC, on emergency leave. In the CHU LAI TAOR, Company
C, 1/k killed 2 VC and wounded another while losing one
Marine WIA, who was treated and returned to duty. Com-
pany B, 3d Engineer Battalion began digging a well for
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the villagers who live near the 2/4 CP. With patrol

and search and clear operations moving closer to the

limits of the DA NANG TACE, artillery batteries were

having to digplace with increzsing frequency in order
to provide support for the infantry units.

1/3 continued extensive patrolling operations in the
southwest sector of 3d Marines TAOR. Two armed HU-1B's
were called in to run a strike on a suspected VC camp.
Company E, 2/3, received six rounds of sniper fire while
in defensive position on high ground overlooking village
of PHU NAN THUONG HA., One Marine was wounded. 2/3's
Medical Officer and four of his corpsmen treated 4O
Vietnamese in LE MY, while corpsmen from Company E
treated approximatley 30 more in PHU NAN THUONG HA. Soap,
candy, and 100 "C¥ rations accessory packs were distri-
buted to the pecple of the village. One company from
3/9 was withdrawn from the DA MNANG airfield defenses

and utilized in patrol operations in the western sector
of 3d Marines' TACR., 3/L, at HUE PHU BAI, and Lth Marines
at CHU LAI continued patrol and night ambush operations
without any firm VC contacts. Company B, 3d Engineer
Battalion continued assistance to displaced villagers

in the CHU LAI area by digging three wells and employing
villagers to assist in local road repair and construc-
tion. General William C. WESTMORELAND, USA, COMUSMACY
visited CHU LAI and inspected 3d Msrine Division units
there.,

1/3 and 2/3 continued patrol and ambush operations with-
in the TACR assigned to 34 Marines which resulted in 1
Marine WIA, 2 VO KIA, and 2 Vi WIA. Company A. helped
local villsgers construet dikes in their area. 2/3 con-
tinued to emplpy LVT to control traffic in CA DE SCNG
river. The battalion surgeon and his team of corpsman
treated an estimated 70 people in LE MY village. 3/9
continued patrol operations arcund DA NANG airfield
perimeter.and distributed ®(" rations to the people of
NGHI AN villiage. In the CHU LAI TAOR, 2/4 continued
its People to People program by digging wells and improv-
ing roads for displaced villagers.

The Commanding Officer, Lth Marines asked his wife to

- organize a clothing drive among the regimental wives re-
‘maining in Hawaii. When received, this eleothing will

be distributed to Vietnamese evacuees, hospital patients,

' “and other needy persons. Company G, éd keconnalssance

Battalion, moved from DA NANG to HUE PHU BAI via High-
way #1 as part of a combined motor march with the llth
Transportation Company, I Corps, ARVN. Authority was
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received from COMUSMACY to proceed with Phase IT
operations in the HUE PHU BAI and CHU LAI aress.
TiCBR's for all three areas were expanded in agree-
ment with Commanding General, I Corps, AKVN. Phase
II operations provide for deep patrolling and offen-
sive operations in each TACR.

1/3 continued extensive patrolling operations in the
southern sector of 3d Marines! TAOR. One Marine was
wounded by a land mine and another :by a booby-trapped
hand grenade. 2/3 alerted a guick reaction force of

one company to assist elements of 3d Reconnaissance
Battalion returning from HUE PHU BAI via Highway #1

if help should be needed. The Battalion Surgeon con-
tinued his work in LE MY by treating approximatély 120
people from the area surrounding LE MY village. 3/9's
Motor Transport Section repaired a water pump for 3St.
Mary's Orphanage at MARBLE MOUNTAIN, and the battalion

is planning to purchase a 35mm slide projector for St.
Mary's School out of the Battalion Chapel Fund. 3/4 at
HUE PHU BAI continued reconnaissance and combat patrols
without any contucts, A4 dispensary was set up in the
village of TAN TO and an estimated 160 indigenous people
were treated. At CHU LAT, 2/4 underwent a small but
violent VC night attack. It was repulsed at a cost of

1 Marine KIA and 10 WIA. The Y{ broke off the action,
leaving 6 dead and a number of weapons and ammunition,
including a modified M-1ly rifle, a .45 Cal. pistol, a
machine pistol, and 140 rounds of 7.62mm smmunition.

This attack was characterized by a relatively small
amount of small arms fire and extensive use of fragmen-
tation grenades. Company C, 3d Heconnaissance Battalion
returned to DA NANG over Highway #1 without inecident.
Rear Admiral NORVELL G. WARD, USN, Senior Naval Advisor
to COMUSMACY Staff, Brigadier General KEITH B. MCCUTCHEON
USMC, Commanding General, First Marine Aircraft Wing, and
Brigadier General MARION E. CARL, USMC, Commanding General,
Task Force 79, were briefed by hth Marines and inspected
the CHU L&A1 area.

A helicopter-supported quick reaction exercise was cone
ducted by the Division, using Company A, 1/3, as the
alert company. Company L, 3/9, previously a part of

the DA NANG airbase defensive unit, established a com-
pany-sized patrol in the western sector of 3d Marines'
TAOR. 2/l at CHU LAI underwent sporadic probes through-
out the night which resulted in 2 Merines WIA and one
killed by an accidental discharge. There were no con-
firmed VO casualties as a result of thig action, but
observations through the Sniperscope indicated that the
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enemy did not get away unscathed., In the 3/3 portion

of the TACH, an M-l rifle was recovered which had

been lost by a member of Company L a few nights earlier.
Five V(C walked into a hasty ambush set up by Company M.
Three VC were wounded, but Company M also lost one Marine
WIA who died subsequent to evacuation to the USS IWO Jima
(LPH-2}. 3d Reconnaissance Battalion began cperating in
DA NANG TAOR, utilizing both ground and serial reconna-
issance methods. A& total of 17 patrols and 21 ambushes
were planned for all Division TAOR's for the next 24
hour period. :

Company A, 1/3, completed participation in alert exercise.
A platoon patrol from Company H, 2/3 uncovered a cache
of food and clothing in its assigned area. Approximately
50 people came to the LE MY dispensary for treatment.
Company L, 3/9 patrolling in the western sector of DA
HANG TAOR discovered caves containing rice, ammunition,
grenades, and clothing, allof which was destroyed in
place. Elements of 3/4 at HUE PHU BAI continued active
patrelling and establishment of deliberate ambushes
within its assigned TACH. At CHU LAI, a platoon patrel
from Company B, 3¢ Reconnaissance Battalion became in-
volved in a fire fight on Hill 410 which resulted in §
VO killed and 2 wounded at a cost of one non-seriously
wounded Marine. One M-l and 3 bolt-action rifles were
taken from the bodies of the dead VC. Company B, 2/k,
toock part in a combined clearing operation with ARVN
troops in KY XUAN Island outside the regimental TAOR

to the north., This operation was initiated by 4th
Marines because KY XUAN lies in the approach path to

CHU LAL airfield and was reported to have VC troops
with weapons up to including &lmm mortars. 3 V0 were
killed and 6 captured. There were no Marine casualties.
In the 3/3 area at the southern end of 4th Marines TAOR,
& rifle grenade was fired on a V0 infiltrator whe had
set off g trip flare. When a fire team went out to
search for results, it set off andther rifle grenade
from friendly positions which resulted in two Marines
wounded. Major General Lewis W. WALT, USMC, prospective
Commending General, 3d Marine Division, FNF, arrived ab
DA HANG by air. v

As a result of significant VC activity in the QUANG NGAI

area to the south of CHU LAY and subsequent reports that,
that city might be in danger of falling into enemy hands,
1/3 was alerted for possible deployment south of the CHU

LAI perimeter. Simultaneously, 3/3 was alerted for pos~-

sible commitment in the QUANG NGAI area. At CHU LAI, 2/
completed search and clear operations on KY XUAN Island,

Cnly sporadic sniper fire was encountered. Company B,
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9.

10.

11.

12.

DATE/ TIME

102330

111400

11 May
11 May
13 May
130800
131000
131110

131300

13 May

SUBJ
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Commenced operations as Division G-k (Fwd).
Arranged for mess ﬁiakugi'gmard malls
instituted mes logs, office routing

and commended dairy with this as Lirst entry.

Set up U=4 office space upon departure ILI
WAF G=Le Div3upQ assigned space within Ge=f4,

3dMar 090401Z requesﬂed ammunition storage
in magazimes at DOND DA Trng Ctr. Message
passed to III MAF by 3d MarDiv 110515Z for
action,

CG III MAF msg 3008457 May recommended
additional data be made to the COMUSNAGV
OPLAN 37-65 t& the effect of adding the
supporting medical facilities and units
listing. Information passed to Chief of
Staff per his request

As per a request from 3/4, 3d MarDiv msg
1105157 was addressed to III MAF askin
them to arrange for ammo storage for 3/4

Readdressed 3/4 090401 (Req for ammo
storage) to III MAF for action by our
1105167

Admin0O Third MarDiv msg 130727Z requested
our Proj 11 Fund Requirements for FY65,
Action was passed to FLSG for submission.

Report of 50 cal MG!'s and HMounts to III MAF
in response to their 081736Z. Report covers
1/12 and RLT-3. HqCo negative,

Received approval for HqCo to utilize northern
portion of parade ground for HqCo use (III
MAF approved.

3d MAF msg 131110Z promulgated the attachment
of 3d Recon to 3d MarDiv OpCon

CG III MAF 120759 established requisition
procedures for PRI 02 documents and stated
that only CO's could sign documents, Docu=
ments must be approved by the G-4 or SupQ.

Admino 3d MarDiv by his 130416Z requested
submission of unprogrammed costs by 23 May.

1
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1k,

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23,

2L,

25

DA;[‘_QI‘;_M_@_ _______
THOTEL Time)

14 May

141600

141600
141600

15 May

16 May

18 May

18 May

19 May

20 May

23 May

23 May

24 May
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In response to III MAF request for submission
of shore base requirements, our ltr 4/pds 11100
of liMay was submitted showing our require-
ments,

Fitness reports on MSgt ROGERS and SSgt SUMRALL
forwarded to G4 Rear to cover period 1-Feb to
7 and 3 May respectively,

The G-4 attended a conference at III MAF RE:
Shore Base Development,

A request for III VAF signs was submitted to
Div Engr for accomplishment &F work.

Out 150815Z established D/L equip reporting
procedures for DivlUnits in that msg On-0ff
reports would be discontined and the regular

bi weekly letter reports would be made to Admino
Third MarDiv with copy to us.

Qur 161520%Z directed'Fuji to ship 6 630Cu Reefers
to FLSG for Div Units in RVN,.

1/3 msg 180020Z requesting replacement of Auto
Comp of Radio Sets was passed to AdminO 3d MarDiv
for appropriate action,

OQur msg 180822%Z directed all units to remove
fording gear from all motor transport vehicles
to prevent damage to engines. '

Our 190641 requested NCC handle all turn around
shipping.

Our 200815Z requested all div Units to submit
a density report on certain engineer and ord=-
nance items,

Our 232312Z requested unit report all M-37,

M101l and M1O5 vehicles in R-2 condition or
worst in order to establish replacement require-
ments to Admin0 34 MarDiv,

Our 230704Z sulmitted our proj 1l Fund Require-
ments to FliFPac in responce to entry #7 of this
diat‘y.

Our msg 232316Z published to all units proced-
ures and special inbtructions for the movement
of convoys while in RVN.

2
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26, 24 May
27, 24 May
28, 24 lay

29, 25 May
30. 25 May
31, 26 May
32, 26 May
33. 27 May
34e 27 May
35. 27 May
36. 27 May
37. 28 May
38, 28 May
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Our msg 2407247 directed all units to address
all messages on shipping to III MAF/NCG with
info to this Hgse

Our 2413047 to Admin0 3d MarDiv requested
latest data on Laundry Units for RVN units.

Our 2423227 to all units requested a selected
equipment inventory and task organization.

CONUSMA CV 200740Z requested information as to
IBM Civilians in III MAF Area for repair of
1401 computer. FLSG directed to take for
action by our 250724LZ

AdminQ 3d MarDiv 220218Z requested July Fund
requirements. Passed to FLSG by our 250804
for submission of requirements,

Reply to Entry 29 of this daity was made by
our 260822%Z,

Recommendations were made to III MAF by our
ltr L4/CCZ/pds 4000 of 26 May regarding
recommendations for Shore Party Support.

Our ltr 4/CCZ/pds 11100 of 27 May to III MAF
established Div priorities for Shore Base
Development.

The sewage problem within the present CP Area
was presented to III MAF by our msg 2712567
for remedial action.

Requested AdminO 3d MarDiv ship the 1lst Bridge
Platoon to RVN for attachment to 3d Engr (Fwd)

Qur concurrance with the deletion of a Plt
of 9th MT and addition of remainder of Plt
3d MT with HQ was made by our 271318%Z to III
MAF,

Requirements for 26 Butler Buildgings wes sub-
mitted to III MAF by our 2803227

Qur 2806457 requested III MAF to advise this

Hgs when the 10 630cu reefers would arrive on
RVN.
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39, 29 May. Qur initial Logistics Status Report as of
271800 May was submitted to IIT MAF by our
ltr 4/PDS of 29 May 65,

40. 30 May Our msg 301132 to Admin0 3d MarDiv requested
a copy of the submission to FMFFac on the
support of FliFPac WestPac Units.

41, 30 May In response to AdminC 3d MarDiv as to our
acceptance of 36 inch fans vise the 55 inch
fans wes made by our 3004247 as being acceptable.

42, 30 May . = Our msg 300426 established the schedule for
the contact team on wreckers and refuelers to
all Div units,
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3d Reconnaissance Battalion, reinforced with g platoon
of ONTOS, conducted a motorized road reconnaissance patrol
from CHU LAI TACR south to QUANG NGAI and returm. Air
cover was furnished by 2 F4B from VMFA-531 at DA NANG.
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