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COil!lter !nsurgency Lessons Learned (U) 
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12 July 1965 

1. In com];:.1..~a'1ce "I'ith referenc:F.i (9,) J en,~losures (1) through (5) are 
submitted. 

2. These u:Les8ons": were B::T::etled ci.!.id ed1 ted by a Regimental Board 
composed of well qualified repr-esentatives .from each of the infantry 

" battalions. 

3. Camments on a.rt ill,ery w5.:::'1 'be !:J.(.m:i 'tted s~~parately by the 1st 
Battalion, 12th Ma.!'in,e8. 
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From: Commanding Officer
Distribution ListTo:

Subj: Counter Insurgency Lessons Learned (U)

(a) Yr 2908442 Jun 65Ref:

Encl: (1) Personnel/Administrative Lessons Learned
(2) Intelligence Lessons Learned
(3) Operations/Training Lessors Learned
(4) Legistics Lessons Learned
(5) Communications Lessons Learned

In compliance with reference (s), enclosures (1) through (5) are1.
submitted.

2. These "Lessons" were screened and edited by a Regimental Board
composed of well qualified representatives from each of the infantry
battalions.

3. Comments on artillery will be submitted separately by the 1st
Battalion, 12th Marines.

E. B. WHEELER
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COl1NTER INSURGENCY OFFICER/ADMINIS'lRATIVE 

ITEM: That the need exists for a special staff officer on the battalion 
ana-regimental level designated as the Counter Insurgenc~ Officer. 

DISCUSSION: EJeperisnce has shown that one staff officer should be given 
the additional duty as Counter Insurgency Officer. The f~~ctions of this 
offi:er fall within both the area of the S-2 and Legal/Civil Affairs 
Officer. The Counter Insurgency Of~1cer's duties would include maintaining 
listings af the villages and hamlets wit.hin the TAOR, pcp'llat1on count 
of the v lliages anc. hamlets M(1 size of 'the Popular Force units in each 
vUlage. The· CI of';'1cer acts ascoord1n~toI' with village and d.istrict 
chiefa in Sli~h areas a.s intelligalice from the local populace, coordinator 

. of operations and. se'!~ity with Popula;r Forces and supervisor of the 
people topeC)l)leprogrwri •.. Tl:e I.~gal/Civil .A:f'fairs Officer serves as an 

. assistfJ.r..t tt1 the CI Of'fiea!". This syotem has pr()Vi~n very effedive in 
one batta..'1..ion I sT.AOR; where the population cen~er is located within 
t.he Mari.n!:! area of'. co!'t:r'oJ;, •. 

RECOMMENDATIo!~~ 'l'bat the addit10nal dut.y cf co;mter insurgency officer 
be assigued to each battalion and regimental 8-2. 

MEDlCAi.:/CIVI:;:' AFFAL'qS 

ITEM: The ::.lfH,::d ±10:~ t::.-ab.ing elf i::ldigenous pe:r.a\,)::lrJr~l for use a.s Corpsmen 
bY'Iiiedical elements attachEld t.o ti'SMG units. 

DISCUSSION: . Whe:r. v:pera·ting in a.:a area with a civilian populace present 
and the need for a civic action a.:-ises, the doct\lr a..."ld his team are 
norma~ly ~alled upon fo:::" d:.tty. The ne~d fer 8. doctOT ope:!:"ating in a 
village is rt:la.d.ily ap?&'en.t but what is not apPal'ent is the need for 
semi-tr:s1ned pe:.~sonnel tobel~ in the 'V'iil"ge nt:, a daily' baSis. This 
can be accomplished by s~)eJ.d!lg thead7ice of the village I."!hief and aSlting 
him for !1CJmi::ietions of -two or three people that ca'7! act as nurses or 
corpsmer.:,. C:t.asses ,::8.\1 ce . h(;:ld i!l Viet::-mese for selec:ted pe!"sonnel 
from the SUI'::-o' . .:mding villages. In this w~l', w01l..'lds ~arl be cleansed, 
bandages changed, ~aJ.v·~s applied. and prescribed medicines administered, 
between visits b~ dontors. Howe"rer, the ree1 long r.ange goal of this 
program is gettir;:g the people u~ed to helping thelIlsel'ires by providing 
a means by whil:h thi~y car:. d.:: so a.:'ld to gah'l the respect and admiration 
of the peO'p::':.e, i!l additio?'J. to obtaining va":.uable tntelligence info:nnation. 

RECOMMENDA.'I'ION': That this be 1rJcorporated in tbe Field Medical tra.ining 
syllabus th9.t doctors and Corpsmen received prior to reporting to an 
FMF unit.. 

DOWiaRADIU AT 8 YEAR INTERVAUa l 
JIltt'IIJ14'.&IU AJ"rJm 11 UWts 

DOD JD laMia 
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COUNTER INSURGENCY OFFICER/ADMINISTRATIVE

ITEM: That the need exists for a special staff officer on the battalion
and regimental level designated as the Counter Insurgency Officer.

DISCUSSION: Experience has shown that one staff officer should be given
the additional duty as Counter Insurgency Officer. The functions of this
officer fall within both the area of the S-2 and Legal/Civil Affairs
Officer. The Counter Insurgency Officer's duties would include maintaining
listings of the villages and hamlets within the TAOR, population count
of the villages and hamlets and size of the Popular Force units in each
village. The CI officer acts as coordinator with village and district
chiefs in such areas as intelligence from the local populace, coordinator
of operations and security with Popular Forces and supervisor of the
people to people program. The Legal/Civil Affairs Officer serves as an
assistant to the CI Officer. This system has proven very effective in
one battalion's TAOR, where the population center is located within
the Marine area of control.

RECOMMENDATION: That the additional duty of counter insurgency officer
be assigned to each battalion and regimental S-2.

MEDICAL/CIVIL AFFAIRS

ITEM: The need for training of indigenous personnel for use as Corpsmen
by medical elements attached to USMC units.

DISCUSSION: When operating in an area with a civilian populace present
and the need for a civic action arises, the doctor and his team are
normally called upon for duty. The need for a. doctor operating in a
village is readily apparest but what is not apparent is the need for
semi-trained personnel to help in the village on a daily basis. This
can be accomplished by seeking the advice of the village chief and asking
him for nominations of two or three people that can act as nurses or
corpsmen. Classes can be held in Vietnamese for selected personnel
from the surrounding villages. In this way, wounds can be cleansed,
bandages changed, salves applied and prescribed medicines administered,
between visits by doctors. However, the real long range goal of this
program is getting the people used to helping themselves by providing
a means by which they car do so and to gain the respect and admiration
of the people, in addition to obtaining valuable intelligence information.

RECOMMENDATION: That this be incorporated in the Field Medical training
syllabus that doctors and Corpsmen received prior to reporting to an
FMF unit.

WHORADED AT 8 YEAR INTERVALS 1
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INTELLIGENCE REPORTS 

ITEM: That intelligence information received tram higher echelons is 
frequently received too late to be ef:fective. 

DISCUSSION: Most intelligence re:pcr~s ::,eceived. are ISUMS or PIRs which 
report histor,y and do not provide the using unit with concrete information 
on which to base future actions in oi]'ensive or defensive operations. 
There is a continuing need for a rapic effective means of disseminating 
local. intelligence to battalions "hen this information is beyond their 
limited ('!ollections means. Enemy troop movements through TAORs are 
perhaps· the most noteworthy of this void. This information should be 
more re&~ily av;ailable at present, ak~ if not, a mear!s selected whereby 
it will be available. 

RECOMMEi.'IDA':rION: Re-e'\l·a.1ua.te icteliig.snce means and expedite inf'ormation 
to the us ir.C level. 

INTERPRETERS /TRANSIr,\TORS /INTELLIGENCE 

ITEM: That continual screening, effe:ti ve distribution and maximum 
utilization of interpreters and translators ~t infantry battalion level 
is essential. to successful co~ter insurgency opera.tions. 

DISCUSSION; Interpreters are the vital link between U.S. operating 
forces and the Vi.etnamese for~es B..l1d people. Suecess is directly 
proportional to the a.bility to cOlmnu.:.1ica,te. a!ld coordinate with the 
Vietnamese. Really effective day to day communicatiL1ns can only be 
a.ccomplished through indigenous interpreters. At best, widespread 
language tra.ining among the U.S. ~{11itary prod~ces limited and stop­
gap results. Therefore, the ma.:x:irn::mt·:J.umber of profieient interpreters 

.. , 
must be obtained through careful scree:ling 8.c"la_ distributed to the infantry· 
battalions on the basis of 8 to 10 per JOit. In addition, these 
interpreters should have the capability to render q~ck translations of 
captured dc.cuments for the immediate bene£'it of the c8.pturing units, as 
'I"le11 as reduce the translation bm.'derl at; higher eehelon. 

RECOl'1t<lEND.ATI0r.f: Al tbough ·:;or::tiZluing to emphasize Vietnamese language 
training, emphasize the importance of, ar.ld organ:Lze the pro.::urement and 
distribution of, indigenou:'3 interyrete:"s to ens~e ~timum utilization 
at battalion level. 
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INTELLIGENCE REPORTS

ITEM: That intelligence information received from higher echelons is

frequently received too late to be effective.

DISCUSSION: Most intelligence reports received are ISUMS or PIRs which
report history and do not provide the using unit with concrete information
on which to base future actions in off'ensive or defensive operations.
There is a continuing need for a rapid effective means of disseminating
local intelligence to battalions when this information is beyond their
limited collections means. Enemy troop movements through TAORs are

perhaps the most noteworthy of this void. This information should be
more readily available at present, and if not, a means selected whereby
it will be available.

RECOMMENDATION: Re-evaluate intelligence means and expedite information
to the using level.

INTERPRETERS/TRANSLATORS/INTELLIGENCE

ITEM: That continual screening, effective distribution and maximum
utilization of interpreters and translators at infantry battalion level
is essential to successful counter insurgency operations.

DISCUSSION: Interpreters are the vital link between U.S. operating
forces and the Vietnamese forces and people. Success is directly
proportional to the ability to communicate and coordinate with the
Vietnamese. Really effective day to day communications can only be
accomplished through indigenous interpreters. At best, widespread
language training among the U.S. Military produces limited and stop-
gap results. Therefore, the maximum number of proficient interpreters
must be obtained through careful screening and distributed to the infantry
battalions on the basis of 8 to 10 per unit. In addition, these
interpreters should have the capability to render quick translations of
captured documents for the immediate benefit of the capturing units, as
well as reduce the translation burden at higher echelon.

RECOMMENDATION: Although continuing to emphasize Vietnamese language
training, emphasize the importance of, and organize the procurement and
distribution of, indigenous interpreters to ensure optimum utilization
at battalion level.
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COMMrUNICATIONS - ELECTRONICS!INTEI~IGENCE 

ITEM: That the AN/TPS-21 is a v~~uab:e defensive supplement in locating 
a:ti'd'tracing. target's, particularly a.t night. With this information, the 
effectiveness of supporting arms employed after dark is greatly enhanced. 

DISCUSSION: The two AN!TPS-2ls organic to the infantry battalion, if 
employed in battery, at two separate l.ocations which permit target 
intersections, have proved to be a vaJ:JaCIle source of data. Positions, 
estimated size, direct~l.on a.,-"tl speed of mov-ament of Viet Cong elements 
moving at nigbt can be readilY detected. Utilizing this information, 
artillery has been employed against these area targets to ha.'t"ass 
disrupt and disperse their activ1:t1es. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: Re-emphas1~e the -.re.l.ae of "the AN!TPS-21 in the Infantry 
BattaJ.ion and widen and intezls1f'y unit training imrobring this equipnent. 

c.A..MERA/INTELLIGENCE 

Im.1: That e. requiremen.t exists for a Pola::oid type camera ~.n the 8-2 
"SeCtion of the Marine Ir...fa.::.try BattaJ.iol1.. 

DISCUSSION: Experienne in Vietnam is replete wit~ repeated incidents 
where the capabUi ty to produ(!e immed.is;te pnc·tographic evidence "WOuld 
have proviied vital. intellige11.ce data with respect to Viet Cong 
encampments, supplies:" equipmeiJ-t, booby traps, etc, as well as ir.va.luable 
visUal aids for the corrections of. maps and histo::ical records. 

RECOMMENDATION: Procure and iSfOue one of the s:Jbject type cameras to 
each in:f'antry ba.ttal.iun ff)'J: iWe by the 8-2 SCO:ltS. 

FUNDS JiY)R INFORMA:.rrO~/I.Wl'ELLIGENC.! 

ITEM: Tha.t fa. requirement exists for the crea.tiO:l 0::' impl'!IIlenta.tlon 
O'f'i means to provide monetary cO!ll1'ew:~atloi.? for int311igen.ce i:n:t'ormation 
provided b".f indigeno'lS person."lel. 

DISCUSSION: Fertile, exploitable ~~d immediately valuable sources of 
intelligenca datf:l. to inf'a.r.t!"'J' batteli.or~.3 8.,',: Udigeno~q personnel who 
can be persuaded, by promise of reward, tc, p::,~o';ride informatiol1 about 
local. Viet Cong activities, past, present or future. The utLliza.tion 
of such sources" ageI:.ts, ir.lf'ormers, line crOSBers or just the run-of-the­
mill civlli~lls who POSSE:SS information if.; J..iJII.ited oni..y by the resources 
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COMMUNICATIONS - ELECTRONICS/INTELLIGENCE

ITEM: That the AN/TPS-21 is a valuable defensive supplement in locating
and tracing targets, particularly at night. With this information, the
effectiveness of supporting arms employed after dark is greatly enhanced.

DISCUSSION: The two AN/TPS-21s organic to the infantry battalion, if
employed in battery, at two separate locations which permit target
intersections, have proved to be a valuable source of data. Positions,
estimated size, direction and speed of movement of Viet Cong elements
moving at night can be readily detected. Utilizing this information,
artillery has been employed against these area targets to harass
disrupt and disperse their activities.

RECOMMENDATIONS: Re-emphasize the value of the AN/TPS-21 in the Infantry
Battalion and widen and intensify unit training involving this equipment.

CAMERA/INTELLIGENCE

ITEM: That a requirement exists for a Polaroid type camera in the S-2
section of the Marine Infantry Battalion.

DISCUSSION: Experience in Vietnan is replete with repeated incidents
where the capability to produce immediste photographic evidence would
have provided vital intelligence data with respect to Viet Cong
encampments, supplies, equipment, booby traps, etc, as well as invaluable
visual aids for the corrections of maps and historical records.

RECOMMENDATION: Procure and issue one of the subject type cameras to
each infantry battalion for use by the S-2 scouts.

FUNDS FOR INFORMATION/INTELLIGENCE

ITEM: That a requirement exists for the creation or implementation
of a means to provide monetary compensation for intelligence information
provided by indigenous personnel.

DISCUSSION: Fertile, exploitable and immediately valuable sources of
intelligence data to infantry battaliona are indigenous personnel who
can be persuaded, by promise of reward, to provide information about
local Viet Cong activities, past, present or future. The utilization
of such sources, agents, informers, line crossers or just the run-of-the-
mill civilians who possess information is limited only by the resources
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available as compensation for the risk of possible detection. EXper~ent·­

ation in this area, utilizing such items as rations, has indicated that 
the presence of such obviously U. S. products tend to identify the 
1ndiv1dual. as assisting U. S. i'orces. Local currency which is not 
traceable to a source is an extremely more effective instrument for this 
purpose, and should be available to infantry units of battalion size 
or 1a.rger in limited amollllts and administered by means of an infomal 
accounting system. 

RECOMMENDATION: Provide limited local fWlds as compensation for 
intelligence information procured ~rom i~digencus personnel or utilize 
~ intelligence teams which have this capability. 
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available as compensation for the risk of possible detection. Experiment--
ation in this area, utilizing such items as rations, has indicated that
the presence of such obviously U. S. products tend to identify the
individual as assisting U. S. forces. Local currency which is not
traceable to a source is an extremely more effective instrument for this

purpose, and should be available to infantry units of battalion size
or larger in limited amounts and administered by means of an informal
accounting system.

RECOMMENDATION: Provide limited local funds as compensation for
intelligence information procured from indigenous personnel or utilize
army intelligence teams which have this capability.
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OPERATIONS/TECHNIQUE3/AU.£)CATION OF HELICOP'lERS 

ITEM: That rapid and effective employment of he~ibornereact1on force 
requires that a he~1copter support force be cont1nuously and specifically 
allocated for such a purpose. 

DISCUSSION: Practice and experience clearly demonstrate that unless 
helicopters are on constant alert and instant call the resulting del~ 
in the employment of reaction forces, used thus far in an attempt 
to exploit a fa.vorable situation, greatly reduces, and in most cases 
negates, the effectiveness of the reaction force. Like a fire department, 
both the equipment and personnel must be maintained in a constant state 
of readiness, which can only be achieved by all units, air and ground, 
specifical~v designating the alert elements and restricting their 
activities in order to enStIt"e timely and rapid employment. 

RECOMMENDATION: Promulgation of SOPs allocating four to six helicopters 
to a contiguous Regimental area of responsibilit.1, which are to be 
maintained in a constantaiert oncru.l status for utilization by 
battalion reaction forceso 

FIXED WING OBSERVATIOl'! AIRCRAFT/OPERATIONS 

ITEM: There is a continuing reqll1rement for the fixed wing light 
Ob'Servaticn aircraft in support of ground troops. 

DISCUSSION; Although the COIN aircraft has been approved in coneept 
~d the contr~ts given out, it will be at least two years before this 
aircraft enters the inventory. At the present time, the obsolete 
Ol-B is in USE:: and shou.l.d not be phased. out of the inventory' until the 
arrival. of the com aireraf't. The lfC-lE is ~ a sUbstit1.Ite for the 
Ol-B. The Ol-B Cat.l rema:i..n Oil. sta.tion in tbi;:~ area. for three + hours. 
it provides a more stable platform and better obse:cwttion, in addition 
to its superiority in loiter time and mane1.'.Verab:Uity. It is particuJ.arJ.y 
valuable as an airbor::-2e pla;t;form for t:;".e SoT'til.lery a:!d na~,al gunfire 
spotter and for hand held photograp~ny. 

RECOMMENDATION~ That the Ol~B a..'!'id 01-8 remain :i.n the Ma.rine inventory 
until the advent of the C0IN aircraft. 
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OPERATIONS/TECHNIQUES/ALLOCATION OF HELICOPTERS

ITEM: That rapid and effective employment of heliborne reaction force
requires that a helicopter support force be continuously and specifically
allocated for such a purpose.

DISCUSSION: Practice and experience clearly demonstrate that unless
helicopters are on constant alert and instant call the resulting delay
in the employment of reaction forces, used thus far in an attempt
to exploit a favorable situation, greatly reduces, and in most cases
negates, the effectiveness of the reaction force. Like a fire department,
both the equipment and personnel must be maintained in a constant state
of readiness, which can only be achieved by all units, air and ground,
specifically designating the alert elements and restricting their
activities in order to ensure timely and rapid employment.

RECOMMENDATION: Promulgation of SOPs allocating four to six helicopters
to a contiguous Regimental area of responsibility, which are to be
maintained in a constant alert on call status for utilization by
battalion reaction forces.

FIXED WING OBSERVATION AIRCRAFT/OPERATIONS

ITEM: There is a continuing requirement for the fixed wing light
observation aircraft in support of ground troops.

DISCUSSION: Although the COIN aircraft has been approved in concept
and the contracts given out, it will be at least two years before this
aircraft enters the inventory. At the present time, the obsolete
01-B is in use and should not be phased out of the inventory until the
arrival of the COIN aircraft. The HU-1E is not a substitute for the
01-B. The 01-B can remain on station in this area for three + hours.
it provides a more stable platform and better observation, in addition
to its superiority in loiter time and maneuverability. It is particularly
valuable as an airborne platform for the artillery and navel gunfire
spotter and for hand held photography.

RECOMMENDATION: That the 01-B and 01-C remain in the Marine inventory
until the advent of the COIN aircraft.
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nIMEDIATE ACTION OPERATIONS 

~: Immediate Action Drills 

DISCUSSION: Immediate actlon drills should not stop at the rapid 
reaction to a. vehiCuJ.a.r ambush arid the tactlcalemplO3'D18nt of troops .' 
once disembarked. T.bey.should include the rapid de11ver,y of fire1nto 
the ambush and the methods of controlling this bmnediate return fire. 
~erience bas shown that the most efficient manner in which to destroy 
the effectiveness of an ambush is to :iJrlmediately deliver an intensive .. 
high rate of fire into the ambush »osition, rather than maneuver the 
troqps into an assault position or conduct.an tmmed1ate frontal 
assault. Asgress1veness 10 the initlal reaction is the key to the 
successful defeat of an ambush, particularly where jungle undergrowth 
lfmits the utilization of flank security and dictates a heavily weighted 

. lead element as point. 

RECOMMENDATION: Include delivery of live fire, when poSSible, when 
conducting immediate action drills, during training exercises. Include 
fire control methods in all llmnediate action drills. 

VC TACTICS/OPERATIONS 

ITEM: That the VC . direct their initial fires at those Marines with 
bipeds on the:LrM-14s •.. ' ". 

DISCUSSION: On severSJ. occasaions when Marine units were deployed 
on line, mOving tbward a villa.ge, the initial casualties from sniper 
fire were the AR men. " This situation ,occurred on several occasions' 
also when the point of 'a unit' was hit. This has led Company' Camma.i:lders 
to ensure all AR men removebipodS ,while on offensive type operations. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: That unit commanders evaluate the local oond1tions 
and consider removal of the AR bipod while conducting offensive type 
operations. 

MOVEMENT AT InGIfl'jOPERATIONS 

ITEM: That night operations, though essential in counter-guerrilla 
warfare, must be carefully planned and controlled to be effective and 
to prevent casualties to friendly forces. 
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IMMEDIATE ACTION/OPERATIONS

ITEM: Immediate Action Drills

DISCUSSION: Immediate action drills should not stop at the rapid
reaction to a vehicular ambush and the tactical employment of troops
once disembarked. They should include the rapid delivery of fire into
the ambush and the methods of controlling this immediate return fire.
Experience has shown that the most efficient manner in which to destroy
the effectiveness of an ambush is to immediately deliver an intensive
high rate of fire into the ambush position, rather than maneuver the
troops into an assault position or conduct an immediate frontal
assault. Aggressiveness in the initial reaction is the key to the
successful defeat of an ambush, particularly where jungle undergrowth
limits the utilization of flank security and dictates a heavily weighted
lead element as point.

RECOMMENDATION: Include delivery of live fire, when possible, when
conducting immediate action drills, during training exercises. Include
fire control methods in all immediate action drills.

VC TACTICS/OPERATIONS

ITEM: That the VC direct their initial fires at those Marines with
bipods on their M-14s.

DISCUSSION: On several occassions when Marine units were deployed
on line, moving toward a village, the initial casualties from sniper
fire were the AR men. This situation occurred on several occasions
also when the point of a unit was hit. This has led Company Commanders
to ensure all AR men remove bipods while on offensive type operations.

RECOMMENDATIONS: That unit commanders evaluate the local conditions
and consider removal of the AR bipod while conducting offensive type
operations.

MOVEMENT AT NIGHT/OPERATIONS

ITEM: That night operations, though essential in counter-guerrilla
warfare, must be carefully planned and controlled to be effective and
to prevent casualties to friendly forces.

Enclosure (3)
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DISCUSSION: It has been proven that to conduct a general night patrol 
without positive intelligence on which to base an objective for the 
patrol can be dangerous. In certain areas, Populer Forcese.nd Regional 
Forces can be patrolling and ambushing. Without close liaison and 
coordination, Marine and allied units might meet in the dark and 
fire be exchanged. At the present stage or phase of combat, the following 
methods of night operations have been most effective: 

a. Patrol to a definite point or area to confirm or react to 
positive intelligence information, carefUlly coordinating with local 
and adjacent units. 

b. USing darkness to cover the movement to new combat base locat1ons~,. 
prepositioning of troops, and placement and withdrawal of ambushes~ 

c. Use of the night ambush on an extensive scale to destroy VC 
units on the move at night. 

RECOMMENDATION: That techniques of' night movement control and establishment 
of night ambushes be stressed in training. 

AMBUSH TECHNIQl;"ES / OPERATIONS 

I'mi: There 1s a need to improve ambush techniques emplOyed against 
the VC. 

DISCUSSION: All. too frequently, al1lbushes are well laid, properly 
planned, and correct~ positioned, only to completely fail because of 
same single failure on the part of the troop commander. Common 
deficiencies noted are: 

a. NOise discipline, coughing, talking, shi~ting about, clattering 
water canteens, etc. 

b. Springing the ambush too early or w'i th 19. poor Signal. 

c. Lack of sufficient fire power being placed along the entire 
ambush position, denying escape routes. 

d. Fa.llure to pm-sue by fire when the victims jump into the 
underbrush opposite the ambushees. 

e. Failure to quickly exploit and search the immediate area for 
casualties and dead. 

f. Failure to establish a pre~planned search of the area. 
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DISCUSSION: It has been proven that to conduct a general night patrol
without positive intelligence on which to base an objective for the
patrol can be dangerous. In certain areas, Popular Forces and Regional
Forces can be patrolling and ambushing. Without close liaison and
coordination, Marine and allied units might meet in the dark and
fire be exchanged. At the present stage or phase of combat, the following
methods of night operations have been most effective:

a. Patrol to a definite point or area to confirm or react to
positive intelligence information, carefully coordinating with local
and adjacent units.

b. Using darkness to cover the movement to new combat base locations,
prepositioning of troops, and placement and withdrawal of ambushes.

C. Use of the night ambush on an extensive scale to destroy VC
units on the move at night.

RECOMMENDATION: That techniques of night movement control and establishment
of night ambushes be stressed in training.

AMBUSH TECHNIQUES/OPERATIONS

ITEM: There is a need to improve ambush techniques employed against
the VC.

DISCUSSION: All too frequently, ambushes are well laid, properly
planned, and correctly positioned, only to completely fail because of
some single failure on the part of the troop commander. Common
deficiencies noted are:

a. Noise discipline, coughing, talking, shifting about, clattering
water canteens, etc.

b. Springing the ambush too early or with a poor signal.

C. Lack of sufficient fire power being placed along the entire
ambush position, denying escape routes.

d. Failure to pursue by fire when the victims jump into the
underbrush opposite the ambushees.

e. Failure to quickly exploit and search the immediate area for
casualties and dead.

f. Failure to establish a pre-planned search of the area.

18
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g. Failure to prov1de for illumination in conjunction with sweep 

after ambush. 

h. Failure to booby-trap or block off opposite side of trail. aDd 
esca.pe routes. 

1. Failure of troop commariders to utilize supp'orting arms (normal.ly' 
due to lack of communications). 

Selection of the ambush site, though important, is only the first step 
in the development of a. well organized ambush. Ambush leaders must be 
fully capable and provided with the necessary equipment to successfully 
carry out his assigned mission. Squad leaders must be capable of 

. e~ing in s~orting arms and instructed in methods of blocking escape 
routes, utilizing booby-traps, demolitions, punji traps or any other 
means available. 

RECC!1MENDATION: Develop pocket carda for squad leaders which list the 
essential elements in requesting mortar, artillery or air and list the 
more important techniques of establishing an ambush with a check-off 
list of equipment that call be employed in the average ambush; 

JUNGLE LANE BANGES/OPERATIONS 

ITEM: Experience has proven that most encounters while on patrol are 
SUdden meeting engagements. 

DISCUSSION: Meeting engagements of small units on patrol have been 
the most frequent contact throughout both TAORs. Initially, reaction 
by the point was not quick enough to deliver fire at the elusive VC 
who had been thoroughly trained to leap into the brush when encountered 
along trails. With practice, increased kills are being realized. 
Jungle lane type ranges with numerous surprise targets, have been a 
successful training device in reflex conditioning and increasing 
"snap_fire" marksmanship. 

RECOMMENDATION: That extensive 'J.Se of Jungle Lane tYJ.)e ranges be 
emphasized throughout the Marine Corps Combat Marksmansbip Program.. 

COMMAND/ CON'lROL AIRCRAFT/OPERATIONS 

ITEM: A requirement exists for a configured HU-lE to perform the 
mISSion of an atrbornecornmand/control aircraft. 
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g. Failure to provide for illumination in conjunction with sweep

after ambush.

h. Failure to booby-trap or block off opposite side of trails and
escape routes.

1. Failure of troop commanders to utilize supporting arms (normally
due to lack of communications).

Selection of the ambush site, though important, is only the first step
in the development of a well organized ambush. Ambush leaders must be
fully capable and provided with the necessary equipment to successfully
carry out his assigned mission. Squad leaders must be capable of
calling in supporting arms and instructed in methods of blocking escape
routes, utilizing booby-traps, demolitions, punji traps or any other
means available.

RECOMMENDATION: Develop pocket cards for squad leaders which list the
essential elements in requesting mortar, artillery or air and list the
more important techniques of establishing an ambush with a check-off
list of equipment that can be employed in the average ambush.

JUNGLE LANE RANGES/OPERATIONS

ITEM: Experience has proven that most encounters while on patrol are
sudden meeting engagements.

DISCUSSION: Meeting engagements of small units on patrol have been
the most frequent contact throughout both TAORs. Initially, reaction
by the point was not quick enough to deliver fire at the elusive VC
who had been thoroughly trained to leap into the brush when encountered
along trails. With practice, increased kills are being realized.
Jungle lane type ranges with numerous surprise targets, have been a
successful training device in reflex conditioning and increasing
"snap=fire" marksmanship.

RECOMMENDATION: That extensive use of Jungle Lane type ranges be
emphasized throughout the Marine Corps Combat Marksmanship Program.

COMMAND/CONTROL AIRCRAFT/OPERATIONS

ITEM: A requirement exists for a configured HU-LE to perform the
mission of an airborne command/control aircraft.

2
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DISCUSSION: Operations in VIETNAM on the platoon, company and battalion 
level have clearly demonstrated the need for better control and coordination 
of troop movements and supporting arms. Two ~onditions encountered in 
VIEmAM have greatly complicated the control problem. These are the 
very rough terrain and dense vegetation, which makes observation and 
movement dift'icul t.., and secondly.'l the nature of the enEllllY' encountered. 
This enemy is not an organized, maneuvering unit, but individuals who 
eas1~ hide in this rough terraino It is believed that an airborne 
cOIIDDand center would go a long wa:y toward solving the command and 
control problems.. Ideally, this would be an HU-lE helicopter, carrying 
the infantry unit commander.., an A01 n FAC, and. a helicopter unit 
representative~ This would provide in one mobile van.tage point all 
individuals who can inf"luence the action~ The hel.i(!opter representative 
can immedia.tely approve LZs and rotItesj) the AO and FAC can control 
the fire support and provide immediate i~tel1igence iriformation while 

. the infantry unit commander controls the operation. The use of an HU-lE 
is reqUired to giYe eacn officer a complete and collective picture of 
the troQps deployment, application 0f dupporting fire and the enemy, 
in relation to the terrai:::o To provide the above capa1:Hity.., the 
following radio equipment wO~lld be necessary for gt"ound use wi thin the 
helicopter: 

ARC-52 

ARC-94 

ARC-44 

ARc-44 

'MD Net 

TAR or Inf TAC 
(Depending on needS) 

Artillery conduct 
of fire 

InfTAC 

Switching pa'lels would be required at four positio.t.:.s to allow each 
position to mO:litor aJ:!S' one radio 0:::- any combination of radios 
simultaneously and for each positi,oxl tr) select any one r~.di;j for 
transmission. Because of the ~~ r~dios, a radio operator should 
also be present in tbe helicopter. A lQud speake:r system for use at 
low altit.udes to pass ini'or.nation or direct troops & movements would 
complete the equipment requi!'erJlGnts for the comnand helicopte:r. 

RECOMMENDATION: That two E:UI:!h HTJ-IE aircraft be fJO~~fig~tt'ed iJmnediately 
to fulfill this requirement. 
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DISCUSSION: Operations in VIETNAM on the platoon, company and battalion
level have clearly demonstrated the need for better control and coordination
of troop movements and supporting arms. Two conditions encountered in
VIETNAM have greatly complicated the control problem. These are the
very rough terrain and dense vegetation, which makes observation and
movement difficult, and secondly, the nature of the enemy encountered.
This enemy is not an organized, maneuvering unit, but individuals who
easily hide in this rough terrain. It is believed that an airborne
command center would go a long way toward solving the command and
control problems. Ideally, this would be an HU-1E helicopter, carrying
the infantry unit commander, an AO, a FAC, and a helicopter unit
representative. This would provide in one mobile vantage point all
individuals who can influence the action. The helicopter representative
can immediately approve IZs and routes, the AO and FAC can control
the fire support and provide immediate intelligence information while
the infantry unit commander controls the operation. The use of an HU-1E
is required to give each officer a complete and collective picture of
the troops deployment, application of supporting fire and the enemy,
in relation to the terrain. To provide the above capability, the
following radio equipment would be necessary for ground use within the
helicopter:

ARC-52 TAD Net

ARC-94 TAR or Inf TAC-

(Depending on needs)

ARC-44 Artillery conduct-

of fire

ARC-44 Inf TAC

Switching panels would be required at four positions to allow each
position to monitor any one radio or any combination of radios
simultaneously and for each position to select any one redio for
transmission. Because of the many radios, at radio operator should
also be present in the helicopter. A loud speaker system for use at
low altitudes to pass information or direct troops' movements would
complete the equipment requirements for the command helicopter.

RECOMMENDATION: That two such HU-1E aircraft be configured immediately
to fulfill this requirement.
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~: VC escape method 

DISCUSSION: ve, when cornered underground and when discovery 1scerta1n, . 
will eject a grenade from a hole or aperture and during tberesulting 
shock and smoke, attempt to escape. 

RECOMMENDATION: Troops must be alert to spot these escapes after 
isolated grenade exp~osion6. 

LAND NAVIGATION/OPERATIONS 

IT.EM: Ina.ccurate maps and terra.in that limits observation makes land 
navigation ver,r difficult. 

DISCUSSION: The inaccuracies of the maps and, on occassion, the dense 
underbrush have repeatedly pointed out the need for stressed instruction 
in basic land navigation, particularly in the use of the compass. 

RECOMMENDATION: Increfl,sed <emphasis 0:1 l.andnavigation instruction at 
all levels. 0 • 

'.' .' 

USE OF HlT-LE/OPERATIONS 

ITEM: That the HU-IEhas not as yet been used to its full potential in 
'S'ilPPort of ground units. 

DISCUSSION: The HU-LE has been used initially here in VIETNAM as a 
gun ship. Although effective as a gun shiP1 the large amount of Marine 
attack aircraft now in-country should release the limited number of 
HU-LEs for much needed utility missions - such as a troop commander's 
free aircraft on heliborne operations and, in particular, for reconnaissance 
missions for ground commanders and· staff officers. The UH-3~D is 
unsatlsfactor,r for a ground commander's reco~naissance in that he is 
able to observe only orie side adequately, thus making it difficult to 
stay oriented. 

.. . 
RECOMMENDATION: That the HU-lE be made more available to the ground 
commander in c·rder that he m~ perform his assig::.ed mission more 
effiCiently. 

Enclosure (3) 

CONFIDENT'Al~ 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL
VC TACTICS/OPERATIONS

ITEM: VC escape method

DISCUSSION: VC, when cornered underground and when discovery is certain,
will eject a grenade from a hole or aperture and during the resulting
shock and smoke, attempt to escape.

RECOMMENDATION: Troops must be alert to spot these escapes after
isolated grenade explosions.

LAND NAVIGATION/OPERATIONS

ITEM: Inaccurate maps and terrain that limits observation makes land
navigation very difficult.

DISCUSSION: The inaccuracies of the maps and, on occassion, the dense
underbrush have repeatedly pointed out the need for stressed instruction
in basic land navigation, particularly in the use of the compass.

RECOMMENDATION: Increased emphasis on land navigation instruction at
all levels.

USE OF HU-LE/OPERATIONS

ITEM: That the HU-1E has not as yet been used to its full potential in
support of ground units.

DISCUSSION: The HU-1E has been used initially here in VIETNAM as a
gun ship. Although effective as a gun ship, the large amount of Marine
attack aircraft now in-country should release the limited number of
HU-1Es for much needed utility missions - such as a troop commander's
free aircraft on heliborne operations and, in particular, for reconnaissance
missions for ground commanders and staff officers. The UH-34D is
unsatisfactory for a ground commander's reconnaissance in that he is
able to observe only one side adequately, thus making it difficult to
stay oriented.

RECOMMENDATION: That the HU-1E be made more available to the ground
commander in order that he may perform his assigned mission more
efficiently.
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m:I.ICOPi!lmS OPERATIONS 

ITEM: Tbat embarkation aDd debarkation of beli-teams is expedited by 
iiEntnation of seats in the helicopters. 

DISCUSSION: Even with a predesignated seat, a heli-team member ladeD 
with a weapon and ammunition, as well as a cartridge belt crowded with 
two canteens, poncho, etc., consumes va.luable time in positioning and 
belting himself in,thehe11copter and releasing himself after the 
aircraft lands. In an environment Where every minute a helicopter, 
spends in the landing zone increases its vulnerability, the removal. 
or strapping up of seats in the helicopter enables the heli-team to embark 
and distribute itself on the deck of the plane quickly and emerge in 
a simllar manner, thus appreciably reducing the non grounall time of the 
aircrart. 

RECO~ION: Discontinue the use of seats in troop helicopters in 
a counter-insurgency combat enviromnent. 

VILLAGE SEJI..RCHES (OPERATIONS 

ITEM: That routine village searches by pat:::ools have not proven to 
bee: 8ucce,ssful means of' ur.covering the VC or his supply caches. 

DISCUSSION: Village search t€chniqu<:~s were not stressed sufficiently 
to fully inform the Marine of the mrmerous tech:.1iques that should be 
employed to perform this task ,efficiently. Even after repeated searches 
of villages with troops qualified by experience, the task is often 
unsuccessful. The most successful means yet discovered has been to 
occupy the village for ten days to tlro weeks, forcing the hidden VC 
to come above ground fl"am his hideout to seek food and water. Basic 
training must be conducted to overcome to a certain degree the inhibited 
feeling that the average American has when going through others private 
property. They should honor others belongings but searchthorougbly 
without reservation. Basic techr.iques which have met with a measure of 
success are: 

a. On entering the village: 

(1) Always leaye a coverin.g force behind. 

(2) AVOid being channelized into a sir.gle direction b.Y fences, 
hedges, punji-traps, etc. 

(3) Utilize villagers to preceed you. They will avoid booby­
traps, punJi-traps and VC fields of fire. 
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HELICOPTERS/OPERATIONS

ITEM: That embarkation and debarkation of heli-teams is expedited by
elimination of seats in the helicopters.

DISCUSSION: Even with a predesignated seat, a heli-team member laden
with a weapon and ammunition, as well as a cartridge belt crowded with
two canteens, poncho, etc., consumes valuable time in positioning and

belting himself in the helicopter and releasing himself after the
aircraft lands. In an environment where every minute a helicopter
spends in the landing zone increases its vulnerability, the removal
or strapping up of seats in the helicopter enables the heli-team to embark
and distribute itself on the deck of the plane quickly and emerge in
a similar manner, thus appreciably reducing the "on ground" time of the
aircraft.

RECOMMENDATION: Discontinue the use of seats in troop helicopters in
a counter-insurgency combat environment.

VILLAGE SEARCHES/OPERATIONS

ITEM: That routine village searches by patrols have not proven to
be a successful means of uncovering the VC or his supply caches.

DISCUSSION: Village search techniques were not stressed sufficiently
to fully inform the Marine of the numerous techniques that should be
employed to perform this task efficiently. Even after repeated searches
of villages with troops qualified by experience, the task is often
unsuccessful. The most successful means yet discovered has been to
occupy the village for ten days to two weeks, forcing the hidden VC
to come above ground from his hideout to seek food and water. Basic
training must be conducted tc overcome to a certain degree the inhibited
feeling that the average American has when going through others private
property. They should honor others belongings but search thoroughly
without reservation. Basic techniques which have met with a measure of
success are:

a. On entering the village:

(1) Always leave a covering force behind.

(2) Avoid being channelized into a single direction by fences,
hedges, punji-traps, etc.

(3) Utilize villagers to preceed you. They will avoid booby-
traps, punji-traps and VC fields of fire.
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(4) If villagers flee at your presence, it is a good indication 

of 8. sizeable VO force's presence. 

b. In the village, booby-traps are normally found: 

(1)- On gates, either as an explosive device or chest high, 
counter-weight driven bamboo stakes. 

(2) Punji traps are wherever normal 'Work does not take plaee 
as well as next to trails, in graveyards and near shrines. Normal.l.y 
emplaced in groups of three. 

(3) In and amongst rubbish, on boards near punji stakes, pl&alts 
along the trail. 

c. When searching, expeciaJ.ly look at: 

(1) Rafters. 

(2) Thatched roofs. 

(3) Rice bags. 

(4) Hay stacks. 

(5) Dung piles. 

(6) Wells. 

d. When villagers or Veare found hiding in tunnels or bunkers, 
have the local villagers go in to talk them out. Do not go in after 
them if possible. 

e. Village search techniques differ i'rom city search techniques 
during clear operations. There is not the cover in gre.ss and adobe 
structures that we teach in house to house fighting (Example: one Marine 
threw a grenade into a room and stood next to the grass wall waiting for 
the detonation. He was, of course, wounded by the fragments). 

RECOMMENDATION: Orient Marines more thoroughly in proper search and 
clear techniques to be employed in guerrilla. warfare as well as house to 
house fighting i4 conventional warfare. 

VC ~CTICS/OPERATIONS 

~: VC harboring sites. 

DISCUSSION: When conducting sweep operations, ambushes or saturation 
patrolling operations, particular attention must be paid to tra1~s, draws, 
bases of hills and streams. The VC travel trails almost exclusively. 

~ 
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(4) If villagers flee at your presence, it is a good indication

of a sizeable VC force's presence.

b. In the village, booby-traps are normally found:

(1) On gates, either as an explosive device or chest high,
counter-weight driven bamboo stakes.

(2) Punji traps are wherever normal work does not take place
as well as next to trails, in graveyards and near shrines. Normally
emplaced in groups of three.

(3) In and amongst rubbish, on boards near punji stakes, planks
along the trail.

C. When searching, expecially look at:

(1) Rafters.

(2) Thatched roofs.

(3) Rice bags.

(4) Hay stacks.

(5) Dung piles.

(6) Wells.

d. When villagers or VC are found hiding in tunnels or bunkers,
have the local villagers go in to talk them out. Do not go in after
them if possible.

e. Village search techniques differ from city search techniques
during clear operations. There is not the cover in grass and adobe
structures that we teach in house to house fighting (Example: one Marine
threw a grenade into a room and stood next to the grass wall waiting for
the detonation. He was, of course, wounded by the fragments).

RECOMMENDATION: Orient Marines more thoroughly in proper search and
clear techniques to be employed in guerrilla warfare as well as house to
house fighting in conventional warfare.

VC TACTICS/OPERATIONS

ITEM: VC harboring sites.

DISCUSSION: When conducting sweep operations, ambushes or saturation
patrolling operations, particular attention must be paid to trails, draws,
bases of hills and streams. The VC travel trails almost exclusively.
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Most areas ere a series of complex trails and the guerrilla is usually 
familiar with all the trails, thus facilitating his movem~nt throughout the 
area. When he sets up a harboring Site, it is normally somewhere close to 
fresh water. Draws at the base of a hill with water present are favorite 
harboring sites. Constant pressures can be applied to the guerrilla by 
hitting his harboring sites and keeping him off-guard. 

RECOMMENDATION: That this information be emphasized in the teaching of 
counter-guerrilla operations. 

PURSUIT BY FIRE/OPERATIONS 

ITEM: That Marine units must continue the pursuit by fire atter the enemy 
has proken off the attack at night. , 

DISCUSSION: The VC unit conducting the night attack will often break off 
the attack a.'ld stop firing. If the lmine units stop firing at that time 
also, the VC will use the lull in the battle to his advantage to slip out 
to the Marine lines to recover c.eao.:- WOUi.'lt;!.e>d and weapons. Therefore ,0 con­
tinued small arms, automatic weapons and supporting harrassing fires should 
saturate the battlefield and along likely routes of withdrawal to obtain the 
maximum amount of enemy casualties as he attempts to police the battlefield. 

RECOMMENDATION: Continued stress on ni~~t defensive fires in training -
partiCularly in coordination with use of illumination. 

VC TACTICSjOPERATIOho 

ITEM: That tact~cs and techniques demonstrated by VC elements encountered 
are generally designed to exploit the V. S. concentrated effort to ki~l VC 
as well as deceive and disrupt planned operations. 

DISCUSSION: Relying O?;:; thek111. en.1".;,?hasis, VC elements have displayed an 
increaSing readiness to offer ba.tt;> i.e. ex:posure at a distance, sniper fire 
and open smoke fires;> etc, in ar..: efi'u:-:-Jij to draw patrols either into ambushes, 
a cross fire from prepared pos::l+;::lO:ll3, ;maby-otrapped areas ° or awa:y from 
established base camps MIl otbeZ' gl1e:r:-:iUa facilities. 

RECOMMENDATION: Unless complete sL1T.J..:.:dse is ach:i.eved, response to VC harass-. 
ment must be tempered with a reali~ati0!1 that such tactics may be an attempt. 
to induce precipitous reaetioz: with a subsequent gual. of entrapment or 
distra!::tion. . 

ITEM: It is apparent that there is a need for increased emphasis on 
defenSive tactics throl~hout the educational system of officers and enlisted. 

DISCUSSION: Emphasis has been pls,,;eJ. O~l cf:fensive tac·tics to the point 
that we m8¥ ha.ve overlooked -I;he basic fac"t that at some time the defense must be 
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Most areas are a series of complex trails and the guerrilla is usually
familiar with all the trails, thus facilitating his movement throughout the
area. When he sets up a harboring site, it is normally somewhere close to
fresh water. Draws at the base of a hill with water present are favorite
harboring sites. Constant pressures can be applied to the guerrilla by
hitting his harboring sites and keeping him off-guard.

RECOMMENDATION: That this information be emphasized in the teaching of

counter-guerrilla operations.

PURSUIT BY FIRE/OPERATIONS

ITEM: That Marine units must continue the pursuit by fire after the enemy
has broken off the attack at night.

DISCUSSION: The VC unit conducting the night attack will often break off
the attack and stop firing. If the Marine units stop firing at that time
also, the VC will use the lull in the battle to his advantage to slip out
to the Marine lines to recover dead, wounded and weapons. Therefore, con-
tinued small arms, automatic weapons and supporting harrassing fires should
saturate the battlefield and along likely routes of withdrawal to obtain the
maximum amount of enemy casualties as he attempts to police the battlefield.

RECOMMENDATION: Continued stress on night defensive fires in training -

particularly in coordination with use of illumination.

VC TACTICS/OPERATIONS

ITEM: That tactics and techniques demonstrated by VC elements encountered
are generally designed to exploit the U. S. concentrated effort to kill VC
as well as deceive and disrupt planned operations.

DISCUSSION: Relying on the kill emphasis, VC elements have displayed an
increasing readiness to offer bait, i.e. exposure at a distance, sniper fire
and open smoke fires, etc, in an effort to draw patrols either into ambushes,
a cross fire from prepared positions, booby-trapped areas or away from
established base camps and other guerrilla facilities.

RECOMMENDATION: Unless complete surprise is achieved, response to VC harass-
ment must be tempered with a realization that such tactics may be an attempt
to induce precipitous reaction with a subsequent gual of entrapment or
distraction.

DEFENSIVE

ITEM: It is apparent that there is a need for increased emphasis on
defensive tactics throughout the educational system of officers and enlisted.

DISCUSSION: Emphasis has been placed on offensive tactics to the point
that we may have overlooked the basic fact that at some time the defense must be
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assumed. In counter-insurgency or counter-guerrilla operations, defense is 
almost a way of life. The small unit commanders, notably the platoon com­
manders, fail to appreciate the use of defensive terrain or the proper 
employment of supporting weapons in the defense. Defensive tactics have been 
the weakest point of recent training for several years, as evidenced by 
Company and Battalion tactical tests. 

RECOMMENDATION: Increased emphasis on defensive tactics throughout the 
training system. 

BARBED WIRE/OPERATIONS 

ITEM: The VC bave proven themselves proficient in breaching wire entangle­
ments when the wire is not supplemented with detection devices • 

..... , ' 

DI,SCUSSION: Each Marine, as he undergoes individual combat training, is 
taught the basic of breaching double a~ron and concertina barbed wire 
entanglementso The VC practice this thoroughly and have experienced little 
or no difficulty in breaching ta.('~tica1 and defensive wire which is not 
covered by a detection means, ioe. AN/TPS-21, seismic intrusion detection, 
trip flares, mines or periodic unscheduled illtunination. 

CONCLUSION: The employment of barbed wire, a.s a.lways, is not intended to 
stop a determined enemy, only to slow bjm down. It must alw~s be employed 
with a means of detecting the approa-::h of i;he enemy an.d covered by an effect­
ive fire delivery system. 

COMMlJNlCATIONS/OPERA.TIONS 

ITEM: That a reqUirement exists·for a. met:l.l'lS of communications between the 
pilot and embarked troops on a troop helicopter. 

DISCUSSION: Utilization of t.he helicopter where the movement takes place 
on short notice with litt.le; :ti'ln,y~ prior' plallning, reflects the need for 
an optim!.lI!l degree of f'le:x:ibili ty and crxrdinatioD between the senior 
embarked troop representative f>l.ld the pHd of tije helicopter be available 
in order to facilitate in flight bri~fingp piannl.ng; ccordination and 
orientation. 
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assumed. In counter-insurgency or counter-guerrilla operations, defense is
almost a way of life. The small unit commanders, notably the platoon com-
manders, fail to appreciate the use of defensive terrain or the proper
employment of supporting weapons in the defense. Defensive tactics have been
the weakest point of recent training for several years, as evidenced by
Company and Battalion tactical tests.

RECOMMENDATION: Increased emphasis on defensive tactics throughout the
training system.

BARBED WIRE/OPERATIONS

ITEM: The VC have proven themselves proficient in breaching wire entangle-
ments when the wire is not supplemented with detection devices.

DISCUSSION: Each Marine, as he undergoes individual combat training, is
taught the basic of breaching double apron and concertina barbed wire
entanglements. The VC practice this thoroughly and have experienced little
or no difficulty in breaching tactical and defensive wire which is not
covered by a detection means, i.e. AN/TPS-21, seismic intrusion detection,
trip flares, mines or periodic unscheduled illumination.

CONCLUSION: The employment of barbed wire, as always, is not intended to
stop a determined enemy, only to slow him down. It must always be employed
with a means of detecting the approach of the enemy and covered by an effect-
ive fire delivery system.

COMMUNICATIONS/OPERATIONS

ITEM: That a requirement exists for a means of communications between the
pilot and embarked troops on a troop helicopter.

DISCUSSION: Utilization of the helicopter where the movement takes place
on short notice with little, if any, prior planning, reflects the need for
an optimum degree of flexibility and coordination between the senior
embarked troop representative and the pilot of the helicopter be available
in order to facilitate in flight briefing, planning, ccordination and
orientation.
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RECOMMENDATION: That a troop-pilot telephone type instrument be installed 
on all troop helicopters p similar to the device currently used to provide 
communications between tanks ar..d i::lf'a:.1try. ' 

WEAPONS SA.FETYjmAINING 

ITEM: That it is mandatory to conduct continuous daily individual traini.Ds 
!ii"'WeapoIls safety I the handling of ordnance availa.ble to tbe infantry . 
battalion, procedures for cballengi~g; the use of the challenge and pass 
word and the rules of engagement. 

DISCUSSION: The cold statistics on the number of injuries and deaths 
resulting from one or more of the above, clearly substantiated this require­
ment. Individual Marines, except for formal annual range shooting rarely 
possess live ordnance and because of this lack of intimate associa.tion 
have a tendency to displ~ a deplorable lack of respect for basic safety 
regulations which is only em.pr-asizeG. bya combat environment. Continuing 
stress must be placed on safety to ix\cl Utie: repeated checks of weapons to 
ensure compliance, daily :lnstI'uctio~ i.'O. regulations and the above mentioned 
topics which are closely alli~d to the sa:fety theme and the elimination of 
"accidental casualties". 

RECOMMENDATION: All Marine Corps training incorporate renewed emphaSis 
on the subjects ~isted in the above item. 

FIELD EX:PEDm~T - H-14 SI .. nmjOPERATIONS 

~: That the M-14 web sli::;.g i.~ a,1aptable as a shoulder harness, 
enabling the weapon to be carried. at the ready at a.ll tdmes. 

DISCUSSION: Extended counter-insurgency patrol operations require a con­
tinuous instantaneous reaction capability. To facilitate an at-the-ready 
posture, individual experimer;.ts hay!': demonstrated that the average patrol 
member is better prepared to fulfill his mission by carry-lng the M-14 or 
M-l4 (Modified) f'lU11g from his ShCl.ll(;~er; iltUizing the web sling affixed 
to the pistol grip on one end an.e. "t~~(:~ sling swivel a.t the other, thus 
permitting the weapon to ba:lg free (x::~ or near ilis hip where its position 
and direction can be controlled dl.u:'ing mO':rement by one band on the pistol 
grip. This arrangement reduces F.Ir.!l1. fat5.gue :i.I!Iposed by port arms or any 
arm carry· technique .. keeps the we:a:J?Qt~ cCotlstant1;1 in an ext!'amely ready 
position and permits rapid rltlact:tm~ i'i:.c,:;. 

RECOMMENDATION: Experiments to e':.:tieve 5. standa.rd shoulder harness 
. utUizing the present web sli!:!g s.:1Q L1cc:,rpoI'a.te ill instructional syllabus 
of counter-insurgency tZ'ai)';'~ix:.g. 

COu"NTER~INSL1RGEtT(;Y/'mAL"'!ING 

ITEM: Need for counter-insurgency to be taught to all personnel in a 
leadership billet. 
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RECOMMENDATION: That a troop-pilct telephone type instrument be installed
on all troop helicopters, similar to the device currently used to provide
communications between tanks and infantry.

WEAPONS SAFETY/TRAINING

ITEM: That it is mandatory to conduct continuous daily individual training
in weapons safety, the handling of ordnance available to the infantry
battalion, procedures for challenging, the use of the challenge and pass
word and the rules of engagement.

DISCUSSION: The cold statistics on the number of injuries and deaths
resulting from one or more of the above, clearly substantiated this require-
ment. Individual Marines, except for formal annual range shooting rarely
possess live ordnance and because of this lack of intimate association
have a tendency to display a deplorable lack of respect for basic safety
regulations which is only emphasized by a combat environment. Continuing
stress must be placed on safety to include repeated checks of weapons to
ensure compliance, daily instruction in regulations and the above mentioned
topics which are closely allied to the safety theme and the elimination of
"accidental casualties".

RECOMMENDATION: All Marine Corps training incorporate renewed emphasis
on the subjects listed in the above item.

FIELD EXPEDIENT - M-14 SILING/OPERATIONS

ITEM: That the M-14 web sling is adaptable as a shoulder harness,
enabling the weapon to be carried at the ready at all times.

DISCUSSION: Extended counter=insurgency patrol operations require a con-
tinuous instantaneous reaction capability. To facilitate an at-the-ready
posture, individual experiments have demonstrated that the average patrol
member is better prepared to fulfill his mission by carrying the M-14 or
M-14 (Modified) flung from his shoulder, utilizing the web sling affixed
to the pistol grip on one end and the sling swivel at the other, thus
permitting the weapon to hang free or or near his hip where its position
and direction can be controlled during movement by one hand on the pistol
grip. This arrangement reduces arm fatigue imposed by port arms or any
arm carry technique, keeps the weapon constantly in an extremely ready
position and permits rapid reaction fire.

RECOMMENDATION: Experiments to achieve a standard shoulder harness
utilizing the present web sling and incorporate in instructional syllabus
of counter-insurgency training.

COUNTER-INSURGENCY/TRAINING

ITEM: Need for counter-insurgency to be taught to all personnel in a
leadership billet.
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DISCtBSION: ~e enli~9 ~rf.!P ~e~JJ ~ It_tnam hav_ not been 
taugbt counter-insurgenoy. They 8l·e well ·/ersf:d in cour.tel'-guel'rilla. 
operations but have a lack of understanding when it (lDmCa to ctv:l.e action 
visits to villages. The platoon ~omma.nders have s. 'Wo:r.king lmo'Yl'l.edgeof 
counter-insurgency acquired at Basic: School. There is a definite "need 
tor counter-insurgency to be taught at aJ.l our stateside and overseas 
schools. The enlisted personnel dOW::l to squad leader must be ta.ught the 
overall picture of wha.t the governmerlt is trying to acoomplisb in Viet 
Nam. In this connection" every-nne should. receive'basic instruction 6n 
religious customs and superstitions of the people of the area in which 
they are working. 

REC~ION: That all Statf NCO and NCO schools begin to teach counter­
insurgency operations. That a more dy'.namic prog!'am ot area study be 
conducted prior to arrival into Asian countries. 

'SMALL 'JNI'm OPERATIONS/OPER.ATIO~ 

~: Emphasis on use of ~mall unfts i~ operations against the guerrilla. 

DISCUSSION: Evaluation of experience gained tr) date has brought forth 
renewed emphasiS on the role of the small unit i~ operations against the 
~errilla. During hours of ~ligbt the most successful tactic has been 
saturation patrolling with the use of a rea~tion force. The saturation ot 
an area with squad size patro~s aJ.l.oWJ maximam eoverage and maximum ' 
utU1zation of le!.:.aership capa.bilities (,f mnall unit leaders. It requires 
detailed plarming by the COa1ptl.l\i 0;:' hl.e;her echelon to completely cool-d1nate 
the nUll'lber of patrols in an area. The smaller units have a better chance 
of d~light contact w1t!l the guer:dD'.a. A force large'.l' tha.n a platoon 

,. 

size will normally for~e the guer~illa into hiding or evasion techniques. 
The guerrilla is more a.pt to engage tne sq,uad or platoon than he is the 
larger torce. During hr.:".xrs I.,:r darkr.\eilf:, t,he elq,UM ie tb-; most practical 
Sized unit to conduct lEi. !!igtlt am1.1~~o The squad bes b.::tter noise discipline 
and better tire disclp1i:':!i; trIa;:: t::1f;: :~!'g~:;,~ 13i~Eld unit. Being smaller, it 
has 8. better ahe.llce of mc-V'ir..g 1.':1''c:; t:t·.~: ru:r;'b:lsn site undetected than a 
larger force. 

RECOMMENDATION: Place re,lewed elli.ph::L'3is (J:;;: squad. tra.ining especially in the 
area of patrolling ar.;d ambU$he~. 

'mADTING OF HF Ali[) PF /'.m.A:!:~ 

~: Training of Regi.ona.l Fcr::e ~:;r P:)p<.lL'::l.::':' Fr)::ce Vietnamese units. 

DISCUSSION: Ma.i..1Y tilnef'. a Marine 'Jr.H '~I'i12, fLl.d itself wo;:-kLlg in an area 
with Regional ForCeS or Popular F()Y'::e6. S;)metimes the beed far training 
in those units is readily allparo;;J:lt. 'rb.': r.1arine Commander must use tact 
and diplomacy in setting Uf' trG.:lnL.g ;for theBe :mi ts. One system proven 
highl.y successful is tv i~vi te t.he Regional or Popular Force commander to 
have his unit train with yotu":ilo TheL"l~ while traini::1g the Marines in 
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DISCUSSION: The enlisted personnel presently in Vietnam have not been
taught counter-insurgency. They are well versed in courter-guerrilla
operations but have a lack of understanding when it comes to civic action
visits to villages. The platoon commanders have & working knowledge of
counter-insurgency acquired at Basic School. There is a definite need
for counter-insurgency to be taught at all our stateside and overseas
schools. The enlisted personnel down to squad leader must be taught the
overall picture of what the government is trying to accomplish in Viet
Nam. In this connection, everyone should receive basic instruction on
religious customs and superstitions of the people of the area in which
they are working.

RECOMMENDATION: That all Staff NCO and NCO schools begin to teach counter-
insurgency operations. That a more dynamic program of area study be
conducted prior to arrival into Asian countries.

SMALL UNITS OPERATIONS/OPERATIONS

ITEM: Emphasis on use of small units in operations against the guerrilla.

DISCUSSION: Evaluation of experience gained to date has brought forth
renewed emphasis on the role of the small unit in operations against the
guerrilla. During hours of daylight the most successful tactic has been
saturation patrolling with the use of a reaction force. The saturation of
an area with squad size patrols allows maximum coverage and maximum
utilization of leadership capabilities of small unit leaders. It requires
detailed planning by the company or higher echelon to completely coordinate
the number of patrols in an area. The smaller units have a better chance
of daylight contact with the guerrilla. A force larger than a platoon
size will normally force the guerrilla into hiding or evasion techniques.
The guerrilla is more apt to engage the squad or platoon than he is the
larger force. During hours of darkness the squad is the most practical
sized unit to conduct a night ambush. The squad has better noise discipline
and better fire discipline than the larger sized unit. Being smaller, it
has a better chance of moving into the ambush site undetected than a
larger force.

RECOMMENDATION: Place renewed emphasis 02 squad training especially in the
area of patrolling and ambushes.

TRAINING OF RF AND PF/TRAINING

ITEM: Training of Regional Force or Popular Force Vietnamese units.

DISCUSSION: Many times a Marine unit will find itself working in an area
with Regional Forces or Popular Forces. Sometimes the need for training
in those units is readily apparent. The Marine Commander must use tact
and diplomacy in setting up training for these units. One system proven
highly successful is to invite the Regional or Popular Force commander to
have his unit train with yours. Then, while training the Marines in
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marksmanship, an interpreter can pass on the same information to the 
Vietnamese unit. This is a face sa.ving tact~,c and makes the V1.etnonc::::c 
unit feel equal to the trained unit ra.ther tha,n a "poor' cousin ll

• 1'.ll 
types of training can be accomplished in this manner. There is a second­
ary motive .in this type training in tllat it forces the Vietnamese soldiers 
and the individual Marine closer together. 

RECOMMENDATION: That ARVN units be trained with Harine units and special 
emphasis be given to Popular Forces platoons. 

VC ~CTICS/OPERATIONS 

ITEM: The VC guerrilla has prepared covert mortar firing posit1onsfor 
U;;-witbout the base plates. 

DISCUSSION: Mortar firing positions have been located by pat:r;ols whereby 
the VC have dug a cylindrical al1g1ed hole into the ground into which a 
mortar tube is inserted for firing. A rock~ wooden block or ·other similar 
rigid base absorbs the impa.ct normally taken by the base plate. The hole 
is angled so that no aiming is required 011 their selected target. In this 
manner, several quick rounds can be fired into a. CP, assembly area, supply 
dump, etc, and the guerrilla can fiee;, leaving the camouflaged weapon 
behind, and qUiCkly blend in with the populace. 

COMMENT: That emphasis be given to the llii.conventional means of weapons 
employment utilized by the ve. As eae!1 new technique is discovered, 
rapid dissemination be made to all interested parties. 

REPETITION OF AGT.::JlITYjOPERATIONS 

~: That although it is a basic prinCiple, continuing emphasis must 
be placed upon the danger of esta.blishil:1g a. pattern of operations or any 
repetitive type activity_ 

DISCUSSION: In a counter-insurgeur:y environment, where the guerrilla 
inflicts the maximum damage by sec::-.:eey and surprise, repetition and 
routine court disa.ster. The mos"ij il~variable law of counter-insurgency 
operations is variety and it carmot be cver-smphasized nor not applied 
to aJ.l details, ioe. motor trMSp;)r~ ::.~outine movements, meal hours, 
guard reliefs, etc. 

RECOMMENDATION: lUl ,~oU1.lter-i:.'lsu:r'g8rl'::Y 1;raii1i:Jg stress a.voidance of 
routine or pattern. 

~: The VC guerrilla rarely prepares mixed AJ! and AT mine fields. 
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marksmanship, an interpreter can pass on the same information to the
Vietnamese unit. This is a face saving tactic and makes the Vietnenese
unit feel equal to the trained unit rather than a "poor cousin". All

types of training can be accomplished in this manner. There is a second-
ary motive in this type training in that it forces the Vietnamese soldiers
and the individual Marine closer together.

RECOMMENDATION: That ARVN units be trained with Marine units and special
emphasis be given to Popular Forces platoons.

VC TACTICS/OPERATIONS

ITEM: The VC guerrilla has prepared covert mortar firing positions for
use without the base plates.

DISCUSSION: Mortar firing positions have been located by patrols whereby
the VC have dug a cylindrical angled hole into the ground into which a
mortar tube is inserted for firing. A rock, wooden block or other similar
rigid base absorbs the impact normally taken by the base plate. The hole
is angled so that no aiming is required on their selected target. In this
manner, several quick rounds can be fired into a CP, assembly area, supply
dump, etc, and the guerrilla can flee, leaving the camouflaged weapon
behind, and quickly blend in with the populace.

COMMENT: That emphasis be given to the unconventional means of weapons
employment utilized by the VC. As each new technique is discovered,
rapid dissemination be made to all interested parties.

REPETITION OF ACTIVITY/OPERATIONS

ITEM: That although it is a basic principle, continuing emphasis must
be placed upon the danger of establishing a pattern of operations or any
repetitive type activity.

DISCUSSION: In a counter-insurgency environment, where the guerrilla
inflicts the maximum damage by secrecy and surprise, repetition and
routine court disaster. The most invariable law of counter-insurgency
operations is variety and it cannot be over-emphasized nor not applied
to all details, i.e. motor transport routine movements, meal hours,
guard reliefs, etc.

RECOMMENDATION: All counter-insurgency training stress avoidance of
routine or pattern.

VC TACTIOS/MINES-OPERATIONS

ITEM: The VC guerrilla rarely prepares mixed AP and AT mine fields.
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DISCUlSION: On the flQ1!!!P.ttl~l'~~ke. have been discovered, 
we have yet to encounter a mixed field. When AT m.ines are employed, they 
are placed exclusively on roads and trails capable of carryilig· vehicular 
type traffic. A:P type mines are employed, however, on the defensible 
terrain nearby, .80 that infantrymen taking to the high ground to protect 
a disabled vehicle are then subjected to the AP mines and booby trap devices. 

COMMENT: Stress the requirement for constant vigilance against AP mines 
and boob,r traps on nearby trails and defensible terrain whenever AT mines 
are encountered. 

Enc1.osure (3) 

It. 

CONFIDFNTT A T~ 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL
DISCUSSION: On the few occassions that AT type mines have been discovered,
we have yet to encounter a mixed field. When AT mines are employed, they
are placed exclusively on roads and trails capable of carrying vehicular
type traffic. AP type mines are employed, however, on the defensible
terrain nearby, SO that infantrymen taking to the high ground to protect
a disabled vehicle are then subjected to the AP mines and booby trap devices.

COMMENT: Stress the requirement for constant vigilance against AP mines
and booby traps on nearby trails and defensible terrain whenever AT mines
are encountered.
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CONCENTRATED RATION - LOGISTIC 

ITEM: That a need exists for a light concentrated ration for use on pro­
longed clandestine patrols. 

DISCUSSION: On extended patrols where resupply is limited or non-existent 
to enhance secrecy of operations, the present MCI has been found to be too 
heavy and bulky to be carried for any appreciable number of meals. The dur­
ation of the patrol is based upon the ability to locate potable water and 
the amount of rations portable. A concentrated ration with the necessary 
ingredients to maintain strength and energyp would allow deep clandestine 
patrols to operate for longer periods of timee These rations should be 
packed into flat soft plastic bags or containers which could be carried in 
uniform pockets or a light pack. 

RECOMMENDATION: That a light concentrated ration be developed and made 
available to support special operations requiring such items; such as: 
infantry patrols, recon elementsp SEAL teams, beach jumpers, pilot survi­
val kits" etco 

AMMUNITION EXPOSURE/LOGISTICS 

ITEM: That unnecessary exposure of ammunition causes it to deteriorate 
rapidly in a tropical climate. 

DISCUSSION: It has been discovered that ammunition, particularly linked 
machine gun p ,' corrodes rapidly with the links rusting overnight. Carrying 
belts of ammUnition "Poncho Villa:! style draped over the body accelerates 
the corroding process due to perspira;tion. 

RECOMMENDATION: That proper stowage techniques of ammunition be practiced 
at all times in training and checked dai~ in the ordnance inspection with­
in units in the combat area. 

M49.IU 'ffiIP FLARFJLOGIST"ICS 

ITEM: The r.149AJ. Trip Flare is extremel;? sensitive and hazardous when 
handled by inexperienced troopso 

DISCUSSION: The M49.IU Trip Flare, is at present, the most efficient in 
use, however, frequent di~armir.g arld iD some cases, relocation causes them 
to become a hazard. The spring me~hanizm is too easily tripped by an ind1-
divual inst~ing the device, a~d the instantaneous f~gre-up, has on many 
occasions, inflicted severe bm:"::ls. AdditionaJ.ly" frequent handling of the 
flare has caused one or both of the metal e,nds to become separated from the 
body. Economy minded l-1a.rines at't,amp-t to repair them, creating an extremely 
dangerous condition, both during the repair operation and the installation 
of an inferior product. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the release of the M49.IU be made slightly less sen­
si tive and that a more durable means d' b\')ndlng the metal ends to the body 
be devised. 
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CONCENTRATED RATION - LOGISTIC

ITEM: That a need exists for a light concentrated ration for use on pro-
longed clandestine patrols.

DISCUSSION: On extended patrols where resupply is limited or non-existent
to enhance secrecy of operations, the present MCI has been found to be too

heavy and bulky to be carried for any appreciable number of meals. The dur-
ation of the patrol is based upon the ability to locate potable water and
the amount of rations portable. A concentrated ration with the necessary
ingredients to maintain strength and energy, would allow deep clandestine

patrols to operate for longer periods of time. These rations should be
packed into flat soft plastic bags or containers which could be carried in
uniform pockets or a light pack.

RECOMMENDATION: That a light concentrated ration be developed and made
available to support special operations requiring such items; such as:

infantry patrols, recon elements, SEAL teams, beach jumpers, pilot survi-
val kits, etc.

AMMUNITION EXPOSURE/LOGISTICS

ITEM: That unnecessary exposure of ammunition causes it to deteriorate
rapidly in a tropical climate.

DISCUSSION: It has been discovered that ammunition, particularly linked
machine gun, corrodes rapidly with the links rusting overnight. Carrying
belts of ammunition "Poncho Villa" style draped over the body accelerates
the corroding process due to perspiration.

RECOMMENDATION: That proper stowage techniques of ammunition be practiced
at all times in training and checked daily in the ordnance inspection with-
in units in the combat area.

M49A1 TRIP FLARE/LOGISTICS

ITEM: The M49A1 Trip Flare is extremely sensitive and hazardous when
handled by inexperienced troops.

DISCUSSION: The M49A1 Trip Flare, is at present, the most efficient in
use, however, frequent disarming and in some cases, relocation causes them
to become a hazard. The spring mechanizm is too easily tripped by an indi-
divual installing the device, and the instantaneous flare-up, has on many
occasions, inflicted severe burns. Additionally, frequent handling of the
flare has caused one or both of the metal ends to become separated from the
body. Economy minded Marines attempt to repair them, creating an extremely
dangerous condition, both during the repair operation and the installation
of an inferior product.

RECOMMENDATION: That the release of the M49A1 be made slightly less sen-
sitive and that a more durable means of bonding the metal ends to the body
be devised.
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ORDNANCE/LOGISTICS 

ITEM: That a requirement exists for an M-79 marking round l smoke and/or 
White phosphorus I to deSignate intermediate targets. 

DISCUSSION: To augment the organic mortars which mark targets beyond 1000 
meters, and the grenade, rifle or hand which mark "close in" targets, there 
is a need for a M-79 ma.r~1ng, :round:,to1Ad;t¢ .. te~,~t1te];,Ae(11~~e: target s,. i. e 9 

500 meters, 'partj,.~~arly for the rapid em:ploymentof'OH';'lB t S as gunships 
1n su.pport ofpatro1.s •. 

RECOMMENDATION: Procurement of an M-79 ~king round, smoke and/or white 
phosphorUfl. 

CLIP TYPE ACCESSORIFB - LOGISTICS 
• 

ITEM: That a requirement exists for clill type canteen covers and jungle 
kItS over the present hook type to provide a more silent and secure fix­
ture to the cartridge belt. 

DISCUSSION: The hook-on type canteen cover has been found undesirable 
in a tropical. cl1mate 'Where a man prespires a great deal. The canteen 
constantly b1BPs the buttocks and causes an abrasion or soreness of the 
skin. Clip-on type eqUipment fastens more securely, remains in a higher 
and firmer position on the belt thus permitting less movement, resUlting 
in a more silent configurati6~of this equipment with a reduced suscepti­
bility to snagg~g on undergrowth and loss. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the clip-on type eanteen covers and jungle kits be 
issued to units in a combat area. 

LOGISTICS - EQ.UIIMEl\lT 

~: That a post battle field search at night is Uiperative and requires 
a more reliable, sustained and powerful method of illumination. 

DISCUSSION: In view of Viet Cong near fanatic and almost completely 
successf'ulefforts to evacuate their dead and wOllllded from the battle field, 
particularly at night,it is imperative that well planned but expeditiOUS, 
detailed and complete post battle site sear.cbes be conducted. Bright and 
dependable 1ll\lJlinat1on .·18 essential for the success of these searches in 
order to adequately penetrate heav,r undergrowth without caUSing a great 
loss of night viSion by the searchers. . C~ently available means such as 
trip flares and illumination grenades do not sat1sf,y the requirements. 
Add1t10naJ.ly,l there is a need. for a quick, surprise illumination on perim­
eters in the position defense~ Often movement is detected to the front of 
a position but there is too long a ae1~ before flares and ill\lJlination 
grenades give effective light. B.1 that time any person or persons are gone 
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ORDNANCE/LOGISTICS

ITEM: That a requirement exists for an M-79 marking round, smoke and/or
white phosphorus, to designate intermediate targets.

DISCUSSION: To augment the organic mortars which mark targets beyond 1000

meters, and the grenade, rifle or hand which mark "close in" targets, there
is a need for a M-79 marking round to indicate intermediate targets, i.e,

500 meters, particularly for the rapid employment of UH-1B's as gunships
in support of patrols.

RECOMMENDATION: Procurement of an M-79 marking round, smoke and/or white

phosphorus.

CLIP TYPE ACCESSORIES - LOGISTICS

ITEM: That a requirement exists for clip type canteen covers and jungle
kits over the present hook type to provide a more silent and secure fix-
ture to the cartridge belt.

DISCUSSION: The hook-on type canteen cover has been found undesirable
in a tropical climate where a man prespires a great deal. The canteen
constantly bumps the buttocks and causes an abrasion or soreness of the
skin. Clip-on type equipment fastens more securely, remains in a higher
and firmer position on the belt thus permitting less movement, resulting
in a more silent configuration of this equipment with a reduced suscepti-
bility to snagging on undergrowth and loss.

RECOMMENDATION: That the clip-on type canteen covers and jungle kits be
issued to units in a combat area.

LOGISTICS - EQUIPMENT

ITEM: That a post battle field search at night is imperative and requires
a more reliable, sustained and powerful method of illumination.

DISCUSSION: In view of Viet Cong near fanatic and almost completely
successful efforts to evacuate their dead and wounded from the battle field,
particularly at night, it is imperative that well planned but expeditious,
detailed and complete post battle site searches be conducted. Bright and
dependable illumination is essential for the success of these searches in
order to adequately penetrate heavy undergrowth without causing a great
loss of night vision by the searchers. Currently available means such as
trip flares and illumination grenades do not satisfy the requirements.
Additionally, there is a need for a quick, surprise illumination on perim-
eters in the position defense. Often movement is detected to the front of
a position but there is too long a delay before flares and illumination

grenades give effective light. By that time any person or persons are gone
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or have time to take effective concealment measures. The bright beam 
of a strong light source could effectively biind an intruder as he is 
taken under fire or captured. A large (5 cell) battery-powered lamp is 
required ~ a powerful, reliable and sustained light source for post 
battle site searches and qu1.ck surprise illumination. I"\i could aJ.so be 
used for night guidance of helicopters, s1gnallinS I defensive obstacle 
illumination, etc. 

]1ECOMMENDATION: Issue the subject type item as organizational property 
to infantry battalions on the basis of one per sq\1a.d.. 

SHOT GUN - LOGISTICS 

~: That shot guns have proven to be excellent counter-guerrilla 
wea:pons. 

DISCUSSION: Several shot g-.ms have been drawn on temporary loan from 
U. S. Army Special Forces and evaluated on Marine patrol operations. In . 
one particular encounter with a va unitp the shot gun carried by the squad' 
in contact delivered immediate devastating fire which accounted for two to 
four dead ve. Add.1 tionally J the shot gun would be excellent for riot and 
POW control. On patrol operations, it has proven its worth on the pOint, 
accompanied by an AR~ 

RECOMMEN'DATION: That the 12 gauge riot gun be made an organizational weapon 
within the Marine infa.ntry battaJ.ion 'W'"'ith twenty-five (25) shot guns in each 
battaJ.ion. 

~: That the M-14 rifle has proven very satisfactory in combat operations. 

DISCUSSION: Despite previo·u.s l.lr.:fav')rso,b1.e publicity, and. comments upon its 
adoption, theM-14 rifle has p:::,(,ven ver!" sa.tisfactory under present combat 
cond.itions. Very' few, if' arr.yf' disGxepaacies have been voiced by the indi­
vidual Marine or unit lea~aro 

RECOMMENDATION: That a lighter and shorter rifle would be advanta.geous 
in the terrain encountered, but no p~essing necessity exists to rapidly 
replace the present rifle which is re!J.de:::'ing very satisfactory service. 

60MM MORTARS ~ LOGISTICS 

ITEM: Experimental use of' 60MM Mortars wi t.h smaJ.l patrols has proven 
~ef'fectiveness. 

DISCUSSION: aU1M mortars were taken on Company sized patrols during 
April 1965 as an immediate are¢& fire weapon for use against targets in 
excess of the range of t.he M-'/9 or 3.5 rockets. It was soon discovered, 
however, that the size &ld bulk vi' ·the 8lMM mortar made it extremely 
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or have time to take effective concealment measures. The bright beam

of a strong light source could effectively blind an intruder as he is

taken under fire or captured. A large (5 cell) battery-powered lamp is

required as a powerful, reliable and sustained light source for post
battle site searches and quick surprise illumination. It could also be

used for night guidance of helicopters, signalling, defensive obstacle

illumination, etc.

RECOMMENDATION: Issue the subject type item as organizational property
to infantry battalions on the basis of one per squad.

SHOT GUN - LOGISTICS

ITEM: That shot guns have proven to be excellent counter-guerrilla

weapons.

DISCUSSION: Several shot guns have been drawn on temporary loan from

U. S. Army Special Forces and evaluated on Marine patrol operations. In

one particular encounter with a VC unit, the shot gun carried by the squad
in contact delivered immediate devastating fire which accounted for two to

four dead VC. Additionally, the shot gun would be excellent for riot and
POW control. On patrol operations, it has proven its worth on the point,

accompanied by an AR.

RECOMMENDATION: That the 12 gauge riot gun be made an organizational weapon
within the Marine infantry battalion with twenty-five (25) shot guns in each

battalion.

M=14-LOGISTICS

ITEM: That the M-14 rifle has proven very satisfactory in combat operations.

DISCUSSION: Despite previous unfavorable publicity, and comments upon its

adoption, the M-14 rifle has proven very satisfactory under present combat
conditions. Very few, if any, discrepancies have been voiced by the indi-
vidual Marine or unit leader.

RECOMMENDATION: That a lighter and shorter rifle would be advantageous
in the terrain encountered, but no pressing necessity exists to rapidly
replace the present rifle which is rendering very satisfactory service.

60MM MORTARS ce LOGISTICS

ITEM: Experimental use of 60MM Mortars with small patrols has proven
its effectiveness.

DISCUSSION: 81MM mortars were taken on Company sized patrols during
April 1965 as an immediate area fire weapon for use against targets in
excess of the range of the M-79 or 3.5 rockets. It was soon discovered,
however, that the size and bulk of the 81MM mortar made it extremely
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difficult for the patrol to maintain an acceptable rate of march. 6amm 
mortars were appropriated on a loan basis and subsequently employed with 
small patrols, and delivered accurate fire quickly. It is ca.pable of 
being set up for firing in t the time it required for an 8lmm mortar, 
and the mortar crew was reduced to six per weapon. The light weight of 
the 60mm and its ammunition make it a highly desirable weapon in the 
rough terrain and tropical climate of Vietnam. Its capability to fire 
direct or indirect fire a.t targets beyond the range of M-79 1 s or 3.5 
rockets, but which do not warrant artillery or air support because of 
target value or time factor, is evident. 

RECOMMENDATION: That a section of 6amm mortars be included in the Tlo 
of each Rifle C~. 

COMBAT BOOTS - LOGISTICS 

~: That the current Marine Corps aombat boot is essentially inadequate 
for offensive counter-insurgency operations in &. tropical. environment. 

DISCUSSION: The basic deficiency in the Marine Corps combat boot is that 
once wet by immersion in water or simply by excessive perspiration, current 
construction does not permit the drainage of water fram the interior of 
the boot, without removal and drying by the wearer. As a resuJ.t of the 
above, the following undeSirable conditions are prevalent: 

a. Widespread immersion foot problem among infantry units. 

b. Rapid deterioration of the boot evidenced by cracking leather 
and separation of stitching. 

In addition, lace hooks have proven disadvantageous in a jungle environ­
ment by catching on vines and other undergrowth caUSing the wearer to trip 
and stumble or the detonation of vine activated booby traps. 

RECOMMENDATION: Issue one pair of j1ll1gle boC'ts with steel inserts to 
combat and. combat support units for utilization during offensive type· 
operations and for during the rainy seasc~. 

MOSQUI'ID REPELLENT AND BEAD NETS - LOGISTICS 

ITEM: That issue of mosquito repellent and mosquito head nets have been 
proven. to be unsatisfactory. 

DISCUSSION: The present mosqUito rerlellent when applied is quickly washed 
away by rain or body perspira.tiun. Th~ mJ;.-;qu:i.to head net, when used at 
night, prohibits vision to the degree tha.t it becomes a hazard to·the wearer. 

RECOMMENDATION: Develope an insect repellent that is llnpervious to w~ter 
and perspiration. Develope a head net that does not obstruct vision. 
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difficult for the patrol to maintain an acceptable rate of march. 60mm
mortars were appropriated on a loan basis and subsequently employed with
small patrols, and delivered accurate fire quickly. It is capable of
being set up for firing in the time it required for an 81mm mortar,
and the mortar crew was reduced to six per weapon. The light weight of
the 60mm and its ammunition make it a highly desirable weapon in the
rough terrain and tropical climate of Vietnam. Its capability to fire
direct or indirect fire at targets beyond the range of M-79's or 3.5
rockets, but which do not warrant artillery or air support because of
target value or time factor, is evident.

RECOMMENDATION: That a section of 60mm mortars be included in the T/O
of each Rifle Company.

COMBAT BOOTS - LOGISTICS

ITEM: That the current Marine Corps combat boot is essentially inadequate
for offensive counter-insurgency operations in & tropical environment.

DISCUSSION: The basic deficiency in the Marine Corps combat boot is that
once wet by immersion in water or simply by excessive perspiration, current
construction does not permit the drainage of water from the interior of
the boot, without removal and drying by the wearer. As a result of the
above, the following undesirable conditions are prevalent:

a. Widespread immersion foot problem among infantry units.

b. Rapid deterioration of the boot evidenced by cracking leather
and separation of stitching.

In addition, lace hooks have proven disadvantageous in a jungle environ-
ment by catching on vines and other undergrowth causing the wearer to trip
and stumble or the detonation of vine activated booby traps.

RECOMMENDATION: Issue one pair of jungle boots with steel inserts to
combat and combat support units for utilization during offensive type
operations and for during the rainy season.

MOSQUITO REPELLENT AND HEAD NETS - LOGISTICS

ITEM: That issue of mosquito repellent and mosquito head nets have been
proven to be unsatisfactory.

DISCUSSION: The present mosquito repellent when applied is quickly washed
away by rain or body perspiration. The mosquito head net, when used at
night, prohibits vision to the degree that it becomes a hazard to the wearer.

RECOMMENDATION: Develope an insect repellent that is impervious to water
and perspiration. Develope a head net that does not obstruct vision.
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CAMOUFLAGE PONCHO WILINER ,- LOGISTIC~ 

ITEM: That the current rubberized olive drab poncho does not serve 
~ut11ity purpose present~ enjoyed by the camouflaged poncho w/liner. 

DISCUSSION: 'When operating in the tropics, a means of keeping warm at 
night as well as dr,y during the ~ is needed. The present rUbberized 
poncho serves only the singular purpose of keeping one dry. In order 
to attain the warmth required for comfort at night, a blanket is used. 
This increases the load on patrol. Additionally, in defensive posture, 
Marines erect the ponchos for shade fram the sun. These shelters can be 
seen for miles, as the poncho reflects ~ight and does not blend in with 
the ,surrounding terrain. The camouflage poncho with l1nerserves all of 
these purposes. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the camoUflage poncho with liner be issued as 
organizational. property to all llr.it.s serving in tropicaJ. climates. 

ITEM: There is a-need for an improved ~unition carrying device for 
the 8lmm, 6amm and 3.5 rocket rounds. 

DISCUSSION: Present ammunition carriers for the subject ammunition are 
vest type which are hot, inhibit circulation and are extreme1ycumbersome. 

RECOMf.iENDA.TION: Devise a pouch for each type round wi tb a clip that can 
be attached to ~he Army type belt ~uspenders$ one each on either side, 
front and reare Complete circUlation will be maintained and freedom of 
movement unhampered. 

OIL - LOGISTICS 

ITEM: The undesirability of USing Marine C:n:ps preservat1ve oil for 
cleaning weapons under the present elims.tic and operating condItions. 

DISCUSSION: That Marine Corps issue p:::-eservative oil for c!eaning 
weapons bas proven inadequate under the present climatic and operating 
conditions. The oil is too thin and when app~ied to a wAapon, drys 
overnight, leaving the weapon without preventative oil and causing rust. 
Since the oil used is not holding IIp, £PIDstitutes have been soup:ht. One 
of these, light weight motor oil with much more body t~ the preservative 
oil, has held up well under conditions of extreme heate 

RECONMENDATION: That a heavier 'weigbtpreservative oil be issued Wlits 
operating under tropical conditions. 
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CAMOUFLAGE PONCHO W/LINER - LOGISTICS

ITEM: That the current rubberized olive drab poncho does not serve
the utility purpose presently enjoyed by the camouflaged poncho w/liner.

DISCUSSION: When operating in the tropics, a means of keeping warm at

night as well as dry during the day is needed. The present rubberized

poncho serves only the singular purpose of keeping one dry. In order
to attain the warmth required for comfort at night, a blanket is used.
This increases the load on patrol. Additionally, in defensive posture,
Marines erect the ponchos for shade from the sun. These shelters can be
seen for miles, as the poncho reflects light and does not blend in with
the surrounding terrain. The camouflage poncho with liner serves all of
these purposes.

RECOMMENDATION: That the camouflage poncho with liner be issued as
organizational property to all units serving in tropical climates.

AMMO CARRIER, 81, 60, 3.5 - LOGISTICS

ITEM: There is a need for an improved ammunition carrying device for
the 81mm, 60mm and 3.5 rocket rounds.

DISCUSSION: Present ammunition carriers for the subject ammunition are
vest type which are hot, inhibit circulation and are extremely cumbersome.

RECOMMENDATION: Devise a pouch for each type round with a clip that can
be attached to the Army type belt suspenders, one each on either side,
front and rear. Complete circulation will be maintained and freedom of
movement unhampered.

OIL - LOGISTICS

ITEM: The undesirability of using Marine Corps preservative oil for
cleaning weapons under the present climatic and operating conditions.

DISCUSSION: That Marine Corps issue preservative oil for cleaning
weapons has proven inadequate under the present climatic and operating
conditions. The oil is too thin and when applied to a weapon, drys
overnight, leaving the weapon without preventative oil and causing rust.
Since the oil used is not holding up, substitutes have been sought. One
of these, light weight motor oil with much more body than the preservative
oil, has held up well under conditions of extreme heat.

RECOMMENDATION: That a heavier weight preservative oil be issued units
operating under tropical conditions.
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ITEM: That the need exists for a harness type suspenders to support the 
cart ridge belt. 

DISCUSSION: In a counter-guerrilla environment the small unit is deployed 
on independent missions more often than in conventional warfare. In order 
to move out and support a patrol base, the individual Marine is required to 
carry more food and equipnent to his patrol base. Much of this weight is 
carried on the hips by the cartridge belt •. Many Marines are improvising and 
using the belt suspenders presently in the Marine Corps supply system to sup­
port the weight of the cartridge belt. This is not proving satisfactory and 
the use of a harness type suspenders as presently used by the U. S. Army is 
more desirable. The harness type suspenders permits the weight of the cart­
r,idge belt to be borne by the shoulders rather than the hips. Not only is 
this more comfortable to the individual Marine but·weight carried on the 
hips exhausts a man more quick~ and causes irritations on the points of 
the hips. FurthermoreJ) unlike the Marine Corps belt suspenders which have 
a cutting effect when us~u to support a heavi~ laden cartridge belt, the 
harness type suspenders distributes the weight over a greater area of the 
shoulders thus resulting in greater comfort and reduced fatigue. For greater 
combat efficiency, harness type ~uspenders are recommended for use by combat 
and combat support type units. 

RECOMMENDATION: Issue a pair of harness type suspenders present~ in use 
by the Uo S. Arntr to all combat and combat support type personnel. 

NECKERCHIEF/LOGISTICS 

ITEM: That a requirement exists for a multi-purpose neckerchief. 

DISCUSSION: In order to exert every possible effort to offset the adverse 
p~sical effects of tropical heat and thus not on~ reduce heat casualities 

"but contribute to maintaining a high rate of efficiency during offensive 
counter-insurgency operations, in addition to lightweight utilities, a bulk 
water container and at ropical headgearj) there is a definite requirement for 
a miltipurpose neckerchief which can be normally worn» dampened, around the 
neck to aid.in reducing body temperature. This same item can be used as a 
towel» sling, etc. 

RECOMMENDATION: Procure and issue a lightp terrycloth camouflage neckerchief. 

UTILITIES = LOGISTICS 

ITEM: That the combat tropical utilities have proven to be an invaluable 
item of individual clothing under the climatic conditions in Vietnam. 

DISCUSSION: Light in weight D rapid drying in consistency» well ventilated 
in design and with more than ample pocket space~ the subject utilities have 
aided materially in improving efficiency and reducing the drastic effects of 
an extremelY debilitating climate. 
RECO~~TION: Continued utilization of the subject item of individual 
clothing with provisions for adequate organizational replacement stocks. 
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CONFIDENTIALSUSPENDERS - LOGISTICS

ITEM: That the need exists for a harness type suspenders to support the
cartridge belt.

DISCUSSION: In a counter-guerrilla environment the small unit is deployed
on independent missions more often than in conventional warfare. In order
to move out and support a patrol base, the individual Marine is required to
carry more food and equipment to his patrol base. Much of this weight is
carried on the hips by the cartridge belt. Many Marines are improvising and
using the belt suspenders presently in the Marine Corps supply system to sup-
port the weight of the cartridge belt. This is not proving satisfactory and
the use of a harness type suspenders as presently used by the U. S. Army is
more desirable. The harness type suspenders permits the weight of the cart-
ridge belt to be borne by the shoulders rather than the hips. Not only is
this more comfortable to the individual Marine but weight carried on the
hips exhausts a man more quickly and causes irritations on the points of
the hips. Furthermore, unlike the Marine Corps belt suspenders which have
a cutting effect when useu to support a heavily laden cartridge belt, the
harness type suspenders distributes the weight over a greater area of the
shoulders thus resulting in greater comfort and reduced fatigue. For greater
combat efficiency, harness type suspenders are recommended for use by combat
and combat support type units.

RECOMMENDATION: Issue a pair of harness type suspenders presently in use
by the U. S. Army to all combat and combat support type personnel.

NECKERCHIEF/LOGISTICS

ITEM: That a requirement exists for a multi-purpose neckerchief.

DISCUSSION: In order to exert every possible effort to offset the adverse
physical effects of tropical heat and thus not only reduce heat casualities
but contribute to maintaining a high rate of efficiency during offensive
counter-insurgency operations, in addition to lightweight utilities, a bulk
water container and a ropical headgear, there is a definite requirement for
a miltipurpose neckerchief which can be normally worn, dampened, around the
neck to aid in reducing body temperature. This same item can be used as a
towel, sling, etc.

RECOMMENDATION: Procure and issue a light, terrycloth camouflage neckerchief.

UTILITIES - LOGISTICS

ITEM: That the combat tropical utilities have proven to be an invaluable
item of individual clothing under the climatic conditions in Vietnam.

DISCUSSION: Light in weight, rapid drying in consistency, well ventilated
in design and with more than ample pocket space, the subject utilities have
aided materially in improving efficiency and reducing the drastic effects of
an extremely debilitating climate.
RECOMMENDATION: Continued utilization of the subject item of individual
clothing with provisions for adequate organizational replacement stocks.
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ITEM: That an immediate requirement exists for e, light weight relatively 
large quantity small unit bulk water container. 

DISCUSSION: Extreme temperatures in Vietnam with consequent excessive' 
perspiration water loss demand that individual Marines conswne from, , 
6 to 8 canteens (minimum) of water per day in order to reduce the inci­
dence of d:hydration and heat exhaustion. In certain types of terrain, 
water sow. ces are limited or nOh-existent thus necessitating water re­
supply. The current expeditionary can has proved too heavy and bulky 
a container when full and an awkWard nuisance type burden to patrols 
when empty. Therefore, to reduce the weight a snaIl unit patrol is 
required to portage, a light weight bulk water container is essential. 

RECOMMENDATION: Procure a nylon type spout pouring water bag capable 
of back pack or shoulder carry with a 2 to 3 gallon capacity that can 
provide light weight bulk water resupply to the small (squad) unit and 
be reduced in size as the water is distributed. 

GLOVES = LOGISTICS, 

ITEM: That individuals in sawgrass and dense underbrush, common through­
out Vietnam, consistently suffer fram nwnerous hand cuts and infections. 

DISCUSSIONg Patrols frequently traverse terrain that has been completely 
overgrown b,y sawgrass and dense underbrush. The lead element must cut 
it's way through or other members push through without a means of pro­
tection for their'hands~as a results hand infections have been a source 
of a multitude of minor non~battle casualties. 

RECOMMENDATIONSg 16sue~ on an organizational property basis~ leather 
gloves similar to those worn by Naval Aviators to combat and combat 
support units. 

CANTEEN = LOGISTICS 

ITEM~ That the need exists to replace the metal canteen with the plastic 
canteen. 

DISCUSSION: The plastic canteen presently in the supply system has proven 
decidedly superior to the metal canteeno Lighter in weight, it reduces the 
overall individual load and completely eliminates metallic noises incident 
to the handling of the current canteen. 

~OMNENDATION: Expedite the issue of the plastic canteen to all units 
presently serving in combat areas. 
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CONFIDENTIALWATER CONTAINER/LOGISTICS

ITEM: That an immediate requirement exists for a light weight relatively
large quantity small unit bulk water container.

DISCUSSION: Extreme temperatures in Vietnam with consequent excessive
perspiration water loss demand that individual Marines consume from
6 to 8 canteens (minimum) of water per day in order to reduce the inci-
dence of dehydration and heat exhaustion. In certain types of terrain,
water sources are limited or non-existent thus necessitating water re-
supply. The current expeditionary can has proved too heavy and bulky
a container when full and an awkward nuisance type burden to patrols
when empty. Therefore, to reduce the weight a small unit patrol is
required to portage, a light weight bulk water container is essential.

RECOMMENDATION: Procure a nylon type spout pouring water bag capableof back pack or shoulder carry with a 2 to 3 gallon capacity that can
provide light weight bulk water resupply to the small (squad) unit and
be reduced in size as the water is distributed.

GLOVES - LOGISTICS

ITEM: That individuals in sawgrass and dense underbrush, common through-
out Vietnam, consistently suffer from numerous hand cuts and infections.

DISCUSSION: Patrols frequently traverse terrain that has been completely
overgrown by sawgrass and dense underbrush. The lead element must cut
it's way through or other members push through without a means of pro-tection for their hands, as a result, hand infections have been a source
of a multitude of minor non-battle casualties.

RECOMMENDATIONS: Issue, on an organizational property basis, leather
gloves similar to those worn by Naval Aviators to combat and combat
support units.

CANTEEN a LOGISTICS

ITEM: That the need exists to replace the metal canteen with the plastic
canteen.

DISCUSSION: The plastic canteen presently in the supply system has provendecidedly superior to the metal canteen. Lighter in weight, it reduces theoverall individual load and completely eliminates metallic noises incidentto the handling of the current canteen.

RECOMMENDATION: Expedite the issue of the plastic canteen to all units
presently serving in combat areas,
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BODY ARMOR - LOGISTICS 

ITEM: That boqy armor is unsuitable for strenuous activity 'in hot and 
hwnid climates. 

DISCUSSION: Body armor has caused an unacceptable number of heat casual-­
ties if worn while undergoing even minimal physical activity. It does not 
permit circulation of air nor absorb sufficient moisture to support an 
efficient body cooling process. The weight and bulkiness have hampered 
the freedom of movement required on patrol. 

RECOMMENDATICll: Body armor to be worn only while engaged in non-strenuous 
activity, i.e., helicopter reconnaissance, manning defenSive positions, 
troop vehicular movement. 

HEAD GEAR - LOGIS'D: CS 

ITEM: That the current Marine Corps head gear, both the helmet and utility 
cap have proven inadequate for exte~sive and intensive offensive type 
counter-insurgency operations ina tropical climate. 

DISCUSSION: The steel helmet has proven impractical in highlY mobile 
offensive operations as it generates and retains, heat, impairs hearing 
and is uncomf'ortable. Similarly" the current utility cap offers no pro­
tection from the heat on the top or back of the head, neck or lower face. 
In the monsoon weather the present cover will not shed water properly, 
caUSing additional discomfort to the wearer. Wearing of either of the 
afore mentioned head pieces during patrol operations resulted in a 
daily average of two heat casualties while during a local three week 
experiment with a brimmed hat, heat casualties were reduced by half 
although the scope and intensity of patrols increased and the weather 
was appreciably warmer. 

RECOMMENDATION: That a high crowned, broad-brimmed, well-ventilated 
head cover can be developed for combat operations in tropical climates. 
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BODY ARMOR - LOGISTICS

ITEM: That body armor is unsuitable for strenuous activity in hot and
humid climates.

DISCUSSION: Body armor has caused an unacceptable number of heat casual-
ties if worn while undergoing even minimal physical activity. It does not
permit circulation of air nor absorb sufficient moisture to support an
efficient body cooling process. The weight and bulkiness have hamperedthe freedom of movement required on patrol.

RECOMMENDATION: Body armor to be worn only while engaged in non-strenuous
activity, i.e., helicopter reconnaissance, manning defensive positions,
troop vehicular movement.

HEAD GEAR - LOGISTICS

ITEM: That the current Marine Corps head gear, both the helmet and utility
cap have proven inadequate for extensive and intensive offensive type
counter=insurgency operations in a tropical climate.

DISCUSSION: The steel helmet has proven impractical in highly mobile
offensive operations as it generates and retains, heat, impairs hearingand is uncomfortable. Similarly, the current utility cap offers no pro-
tection from the heat on the top or back of the head, neck or lower face.
In the monsoon weather the present cover will not shed water properly,
causing additional discomfort to the wearer. Wearing of either of the
afore mentioned head pieces during patrol operations resulted in a
daily average of two heat casualties while during a local three week
experiment with a brimmed hat, heat casualties were reduced by half
although the scope and intensity of patrols increased and the weather
was appreciably warmer.

RECOMMENDATION: That a high crowned, broad-brimmed, well-ventilated
head cover can be developed for combat operations in tropical climates.
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Imi: That units operating out of patrol bases in jungle areas have 
a need for a jungle hammock. 

DISCUSSICN: Units operating out of jungle areas have a need for a 
light weight strong jungle hammock that will keep them otf the ground 
and free of leeches~ bugs, mosquitos, snakes and other pests. These 
pests can effectively reduce the combat efficienc,y of a unit. The 
jungle hammock ;presently used by the A~ is lightweight and strong 
with built in mosquito netting. A jlUlgle hammock being light in weight, 
would add ver,y little to the combat load of the individual Marine and 
greatly assist him in those hours. when he is able to get some sleep. 

RECOMMElIDATION: That the Marine Corps adopt t he present Arnw type 
jungle hammock for use as organizational equipment to be issued on an 
as needed basis. 

mUIPNENT = LOGISTICS 

I~f: That the present Marine Corps pack is inadequate for offensive 
counter insurgenc.y operations in a tropical environment. 

DISCUSSION: Extended offensive patrol and search opera'tions in a tropical 
climate require that the average patrol member minimally carr,y a poncho, 
extra socks and 2 meals per dayo The current pack (haversack or knapsack) 
is not on~ too large» but being shoulder carried» becomes a hinderance 
to jungle movement by snagging on vines II bushes J etc ~ as well as, reducing 
clothing vEmtllat'ion" An envelope type p small of the back pack, which 
snaps/clips on yoke-type suspenders or t he cartridge belt is ideally suited 
to current operations in Vietnam" 

RECO~lMENDATION: Procure and issue the subject type pack smlar to that 
tested during the infantry unit troop tests in 1960. 

UNDERCLOTHING~LOGISTICS 

ITEM: That white underclothing» particularly the shirtll has proven to 
be disadvantageous in current combat operations o 

DISCUSSION: It has been noted on numerous occassions that friendly 
units have been easily detected at great distances due to the decided 
contrast of the white underwear material against a dark background of 
a tropical environment D ' 

RECOMMENDATION: Authorize dying of current I stocks of white underwear 
and procure and issue a fast green color dye through the supp~ S,ystem 
in accordance with MeO 10120.36 (Green underclothing and towels for 
use b,y FMF personnel). 
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HAMMOCK, JUNGLE-LOGISTIC

ITEM: That units operating out of patrol bases in jungle areas have
a need for a jungle hammock.

DISCUSSION: Units operating out of jungle areas have a need for a
light weight strong jungle hammock that will keep them off the ground
and free of leeches, bugs, mosquitos, snakes and other pests. These
pests can effectively reduce the combat efficiency of a unit. The
jungle hammock presently used by the Army is lightweight and strong
with built in mosquito netting. A jungle hammock being light in weight,
would add very little to the combat load of the individual Marine and
greatly assist him in those hours when he is able to get some sleep.

RECOMMENDATION: That the Marine Corps adopt t he present Army type
jungle hammock for use as organizational equipment to be issued on an
as needed basis.

EQUIPMENT 0 LOGISTICS

ITEM: That the present Marine Corps pack is inadequate for offensive
counter insurgency operations in a tropical environment.

DISCUSSION: Extended offensive patrol and search operations in a tropical
climate réquire that the average patrol member minimally carry a poncho,
extra socks and 2 meals per day. The current pack (haversack or knapsack)is not only too large, but being shoulder carried, becomes a hinderance
to jungle movement by snagging on vines, bushes, etc, as well as, reducing
clothing ventilation. An envelope type, small of the back pack, which
snaps/clips on yoke-type suspenders or the cartridge belt is ideally suited
to current operations in Vietnam.

RECOMMENDATION: Procure and issue the subject type pack similar to that
tested during the infantry unit troop tests in 1960.

UNDERCLOTHING-LOGISTICS

ITEM: That white underclothing, particularly the shirt, has proven to
be disadvantageous in current combat operations.

DISCUSSION: It has been noted on numerous occassions that friendlyunits have been easily detected at great distances due to the decided
contrast of the white underwear material against a dark background of
a tropical environment.

RECOMMENDATION: Authorize dying of current stocks of white underwear
and procure and issue a fast green color dye through the supply systemin accordance with MCO 10120.36 (Green underclothing and towels for
use by FMF personnel).
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COMNUNICA TION/OPERA TIONS" 

ITEM: A requirement exists to drastically revise comunicatione concepts 
on equ1pnent employment within the Marine Infa.ntry Battalion as an interim . 
meaeure unt.il the advance family of new radio equipment is received in 
the inventory. 

DISCUSSION: The above proposal is based on t he following factors·: 

a. Need for reliable communications dCMll to squad level since this. 
tnlit has proved to be t he most effective for patrol11rig and ambush. .' 

b. Total inadequacy of the PRC-6 in Jungle enviroment between 
wide.Jy dispersed units. 

c. Insufficient number of PRe-lOis within the infantry battalion. 

do Inability of the PRC-47 to be used as a mobile transmitter/receiver. 

e. Requirement tor whip type antenna for wide range communications 
without a tendency to snag and snap in Jungle undergrowth .. 

f. Canplex and cumbersome construction 'of the 292 antenna resists 
rapid installation and is difficult to conceal. . 

go Inadequacy of the TRC-27 generator to support continous cOmmuni­
cations between the infantry battalion and regiment. 

RECO!t1ENDA TIONS~' . 

a. Eliminate the PRC-6 and increase the number of PRe-lO's to fift.een 
per rial! company for a total of approximately 90. This would be the ideal 
solution. However» a total of 60 PRC=lO's would be acceptab~eo Current 
operational conditions do not require simultaneoucly employment of all 
the squadS within the ba.ttalion. 

b. The PRC-47 is an excellent piece ot equipment which needs to be 
modified to pennit utilization on the move while on foot. 

Co A simple ll durable~ lightweight telescopic antenna should be deve-
loped to replace the 292 antenna. 

d. A larger~ more durable generator should be issued to support the 
TRC-27. 

e. A light weight~ durable telescopic ~ntenna is needed for the PRe-IO. 
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COMMUNICATION/OPERATIONS

ITEM: A requirement exists to drastically revise communications concepts
on equipment employment within the Marine Infantry Battalion as an interim
measure until the advance family of new radio equipment is received in
the inventory.

DISCUSSION: The above proposal is based on t he following factors:

a. Need for reliable communications down to squad level since this
unit has proved to be the most effective for patrolling and ambush.

b. Total inadequacy of the PRC-6 in Jungle enviroment between
widely dispersed units.

C. Insufficient number of PRC-10's within the infantry battalion.

d. Inability of the PRC-47 to be used as a mobile transmitter/receiver.

e. Requirement for whip type antenna for wide range communications
without a tendency to snag and snap in Jungle undergrowth.

f. Complex and cumbersome construction of the 292 antenna resists
rapid installation and is difficult to conceal.

g. Inadequacy of the TRC-27 generator to support continous communi-
cations between the infantry battalion and regiment.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

a. Eliminate the PRC-6 and increase the number of PRC-10's to fifteen
per rifle company for a total of approximately 90. This would be the ideal
solution. However, a total of 60 PRC-10's would be acceptable, Current
operational conditions do not require simultaneously employment of all
the squads within the battalion.

b. The PRC-47 is an excellent piece of equipment which needs to be
modified to permit utilization on the move while on foot.

C. A simple, durable, lightweight telescopic antenna should be deve-
loped to replace the 292 antenna.

d. A larger, more durable generator should be issued to support the
TRC-27.

e. A light weight, durable telescopic antenna is needed for the PRC-10.
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, HEADQUARTERS 

4th Marines (Reinh 3d Mar1!ne Division 
FPC San francisco, California 

\ 

3:RLT:cwm 
7 ,July 1965 

From: CO, 4th Marines (-) (Rein) 
To: CO, 3d Marine Division (-) (Rein) 

8ubJ: Counterinsurgency Lessons Learned Report 

Ref : ,(a.) Yourmsg PI19084Jf2 

1. In accordance with reference (a), the following report lssUbmitted. 

2. Operational Tactics. 

'(a) 

(b) 

, .'.. I 

Viet Cong Long Range Fires. The VC fire with small arms at Marine 
units that are of a size gre~ter than theirs. The VC will fire 
and move to different positions to repeat firing but do n~t , 
attack a larger force. Cloee engagement 1s only established 
in cases of night probes by 1 to 6.vc of the F.EBA. Tbe VC will 
participate in close engagement 'when cornered'or taken by .Surprise. 

Small Unit Engagements. The VC 01'111 attack the lZ during helia 
copter operations when only a small force of Marines remain to be 
lifted. For this reason, Marine units should ensure that artillery 
FO Teams are one of the last vnits to be lifted. Prearranged. fires 
for artillery should be plotted for. close in protection of LZ. 

(c) : Night Marksmanship. Curreo·t rules of engagement requirellljllllination 
for night firing a~ 'suspected enemy targets. Night firing by 
Marines at targets at distances greater then had grenade range has 
not achieved a nigh rate of ~~emy kills. For these reasons.Marines 
need more training in ~l phases of night marksmeLship training. 
Night Marksmanship Training should be conducted under cO:1dltions 

(e) 

of both illumination and nOl:-illumination. 

Vietnamese Interpreters. Village search and clear operations are 
conducted frequently b~t are not a.s effective as they could be 
due to a lack of interpreters. The language barrier curtails 
Marine uni is from obtainiilg vital information concerning the ve. 
Positive identification of the YC and their movements would be 
enhanced if adequate interpreters were available. 

Armed HUlE. The VC have sho"m a dislike for the Htn.E. , When on 
station during operations the VC will flee from the HU1E and seek 
cuver, hence preventing Marine i~fantr,y casualties. In addition, 
the RUlE is capable of supporting the infantry and delivering 
accurate fire upon va targets. Greater employment of the RUlE 
should be utilized at ever,y available opportunity. 
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HEADQUARTERS
4th Marines (Rein), 3d Marine Division

FPO San Francisco, California

3 :RLT:cwm

7 July 1965

From: CO, 4th Marines (-) (Rein)
To: co, 3d Marine Division (-) (Rein)

Subj: Counterinsurgency Lessons Learned Report

Ref: (a) Your msg P2908442

1. In accordance with reference (a), the following report is submitted.

2. Operational Tactics.

(a) Viet Cong Long Range Fires. The VC fire with small arms at Marine
units that are of a size greater than theirs. The VC will fire
and move to different positions to repeat firing but do not
attack a larger force. Close engagement is only established
in cases of night probes by 1 to 6 VC of the FEBA. The VC will

participate in close engagement when cornered or taken by surprise.

Small Unit Engagements. The VC will attack the LZ during heli-
(b)

copter operations when only a small force of Marines remain to be
lifted. For this reason, Marine units should ensure that artillery
FO Teams are one of the last units to be lifted. Prearranged fires
for artillery should be plotted for close in protection of LZ.

(c) Night Marksmanship. Current rules of engagement require illumination
for night firing at suspected enemy targets. Night firing by
Marines at targets at distances greater then had grenade range has
not achieved a high rate of enemy kills. For these reasons Marines
need more training in all phases of night marksmenship training.
Night Marksmanship Training should be conducted under conditions
of both illumination and non-illumination.

(d) Vietnamese Interpreters. Village search and clear operations are
conducted frequently but are not as effective as they could be
due to a lack of interpreters. The language barrier curtails
Marine units from obtaining vital information concerning the VC.

Positive identification of the VC and their movements would be
enhanced if adequate interpreters were available.

(e) Armed HULE. The VC have shown a dislike for the HULE. When on
station during operations the VC will flee from the HULE and seek

cover, hence preventing Marine infantry casualties. In addition,
the HULE is capable of supporting the infantry and delivering
accurate fire upon VC targets. Greater employment of the HULE
should be utilized at every available opportunity.
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3. LogisticeJ", Considerations. 

(a) Water. The high cOl).sumption of water by '&11 units makes it 1mperativ~ 
that'provisions be made not only for ava1labil1t, but toraietribution 
to the lowest level. This should include additional wPter trailers 
b8Jond those prescribed by TE/TA. During the initial stages, r:; gallon 
expeditionary 'cans must be used for distribution to lower1D'l.1ts, -with 
sufficient water trailers tor back-up resuppl1. At the earliest atter 
landing, provisions IIlU8t be made for construction of wa.ter points, 
preferab~ located as-close as possible to the using units,. A deep­
well digging rig is essential for units located on high gr,ound~ 
Water :wuPPl1 equipment and supplies must be on hand in sutf'icient 
quantity..&nd in excellent worldng condition. 

(b) Supply. Strong emphasis must be placed on the atta.1nmentJ) maintenance' 
and. packaging to include weatherpro~fing of unit mount out 30 day­
allowance 0 Mount out blocks in the separate battalions should "be 
configured so as to permit allocation 't:.Q ~ .detached' to, t'he BLT/RLT 
e.g. Tank Co., Ontos Coo,\) LVT Co. etc. Provsionsmust be made for 
establishment of rear areas as soon as practicable by supp~ personnel 
so that \mit supplies are receivedJ) and properl1' stored to reduce 
pilferage/loss 0 Suborcfulate attachments to BLT,vs/RLTDs .mUSt be 
appraised b;y parent organizations as to supp~/fiscal responsibilities 
SOUl'ce of supply» reports» issues. and receipt of material. 

(c) Batteries. The extreme heat and the lack of refrigeration ,tor dry 
cell, batteries reduced their useful life significantly. A thUtty­
day supply may debilitat.e to ten or fifteen days. 

(d) Repair Parts. Repair parts tor 1st and 2nd echelon maintenance for 
th. first sixty days which consisted of a 3000day operatiriglevel and 
a 30-day mount out allowance is c;onsidered adequate and was extremely 
beneficial to this operation!) however third and rourthechelon 
maintenance repair parts!) operating levels and mOunt out allowances 
did not adequately support requirem!Jnts of the ground el.ents Sl 

particularly in communication-electronics area ~d motor transPort. 

(e) Class III. Provisions must be made to ensure that vehicles )fith a 
high gasa-line consumption ratio such as LVTs have a 130urceo! supply 
during the early stages of an operation prior to establishment of a 
bulk fuel capability. In the CHU IAI operation!) LVTus were able to 
reruel from an LSD and alleviated' a critical shortage of MOGAS on 
the beach during the first few dayso 

(rr Beach...Matting and Trarficabilit;r. The lack of any road network, in 
view of deeps> shirting sands coupled .;a, th.:preloaded vehicl~s towing 
trailers created considerable congestion on the beach due to the 
vehicles inability to egress. LVTP5» TD-1Ss and other tracked 
vehicles were utilized in order to keep the beach- clear and supplies 
and equipment moving forward. Due to the unavailability of bea.ch­
matting prior to departure from OkilllB.waj) there was insufficient 
matting to establish egress roads from the beach. The lack o~ Boil 
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3. Logistical Considerations.

(a) Water. The high consumption of water by all units makes it imperative
that provisions be made not only for availability but for distribution
to the lowest level. This should include additional water trailers
beyond those prescribed by TE/TA. During the initial stages, 5 gallon
expeditionary cans must be used for distribution to lower units, with
sufficient water trailers for back-up resupply. At the earliest after
landing, provisions must be made for construction of water points,
preferably located as close as possible to the using units. A deep-
well digging rig is essential for units located on high ground.
Water supply equipment and supplies must be on hand in sufficient
quantity and in excellent working condition.

(b) Supply. Strong emphasis must be placed on the attainment, maintenance
and packaging to include weatherproofing of unit mount out 30 day
allowance. Mount out blocks in the separate battalions should be
configured so as to permit allocation to units detached to the BLT/RLT
e.g. Tank Co., Ontos Co.2 LVT Co. etc. Provsions must be made for
establishment of rear areas as soon as practicable by supply personnel
so that unit supplies are received, and properly stored to reduce
pilferage/loss. Subordinate attachments to BLT!s/RLT's must be
appraised by parent organizations as to supply/fiscal responsibilities
source of supply, reports, issues. and receipt of material.

(c) Batteries. The extreme heat and the lack of refrigeration for dry
cell batteries reduced their useful life significantly. A thirty-
day supply may debilitate to ten or fifteen days.

(d) Repair Parts. Repair parts for 1st and 2nd echelon maintenance for
the first sixty days which consisted of a 30-day operating level and
a 30-day mount out allowance is considered adequate and was extremely
beneficial to this operation, however third and fourth echelon
maintenance repair parts, operating levels and mount out allowances
did not adequately support requirements of the ground elements,
particularly in communication-electronics area and motor transport.

(e) Class III. Provisions must be made to ensure that vehicles with a
high gasoline consumption ratio such as LVTs have a source of supply
during the early stages of an operation prior to establishment of a
bulk fuel capability. In the CHU LAI operation, LVT's were able to
refuel from an LSD and alleviated a critical shortage of MOGAS on
the beach during the first few days.

(f) Beach-Matting and Trafficability. The lack of any road network, in
view of deep, shifting sands coupled wi th preloaded vehicles towing
trailers created considerable congestion on the beach due to the
vehicles inability to egress. LVTP5, TD-18s and other tracked
vehicles were utilized in order to keep the beach clear and supplies
and equipment moving forward. Due to the unavailability of beach-
matting prior to departure from Okinawa, there was insufficient
matting to establish egress roads from the beach. The lack of soil
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st&bllit, did not permit the conBtruatio~ of an MSB until laterite 
could be obtained trom a distant mountainside. Due',to the' high 
prlor1t7 acoorded to the construction ot ~ ~ediatelJ atter 
land lng, engineer equipment was not readily available tor~rove-
ment ot the MBR. . 

Class V. All units landed with Basic AllOwance ot ammunitlonand 
this Is consldered to be adequate. Expenditure rate. are aonsid" 
erably lower than those preseribed in MCO B010.lA under the con­
ditions which bave been encountered to date, with the ex:~ePt1oD. of 
wrotechnlcs SDd illtIDination grenades which continue to 'be' a high 
use item and def1nite~ an area wherein shortagesbave been experienced. 

(h) Evacuation. The chain ot evacuation for frien~ casualties, as 
well as ARVB a.nd civilian persomlel must be pr~ulgated to all 
concerned down to the corpsman well iX! advance and rei tersted on 
a timely basis. All ARVN ~d civilian casualtiea must be evacuated 
to Vietnamese medieal facilit1ea av.silableo American caaualt1es 
tollow thenor.mal evacuation e~o 

(i) Personal Eftectso Provisions muSt be made for the atorege of non­
essential unitorms and personal gear outside ot the ob3ective area. 
The muimum number of utilities and other tield' equipnent should be 
brought by' eaCh individual, bowever only So min1mtin of st1llller service 
uniforms it &nyo Seabags Whi~b are exposed to the el.ements qUickl1' 
mildew 1n this clime wbich isruino~ to uniform clothing, theretore 
provisions must be made for storega under cover. 

(j) Refrigeration. Provisions mn~t be msde to provide refrigeration 
equipnent in the objective aI'()a S:s esrly aspoasible. The initial 
requirement 1s for storage of. medical supplies which are subject 
t~ deterioration when exposed to ~ot weather. A demand for ice 
will exist tor treatment of heaJ

.; (~~<!B and casualties witb high 
fever. Availability of re:f.'rigerat.io!1 t;o aU UD:;ts woU)~d permit 
the serving of "A" re.tiolllS at S:JD. ee:rl;r dAte. 

(It) Tracked Vehicles. 'l'racket\ vet.1clesare p8.'t'"t1cul.arly suited for 
operations in this type of31:<:"ea. Orrrb08 !l.I'11d L'VTP5 were used for a 
variety of tasks, ranging from ~cho~i~g oaue~~s to pulling 
bogged-down vehicles out of t~a ~aDd p~us da1~vtactieal missions. 
It is noted that in two month~ of operat1o~s, the Ontos and LVT's 
exper1enced tbe lowest deadlin~ rate of MY other type of veM.cle. 

R. L. TREVINO 
B-J d:l.rectior. 

1 
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stability did not permit the construction of an MSR until laterite

could be obtained from a distant mountainside. Due to the high

priority accorded to the construction of SATS immediately after

landing, engineer equipment was not readily available for improve-
ment of the MSR.

(g) Class V. All units landed with Basic Allowance of ammunition and

this is considered to be adequate. Expenditure rates are consid-

erably lower than those prescribed in MCO 8010.1A under the con-

ditions which have been encountered to date, with the exception of

pyrotechnics and illumination grenades which continue to be a high
use item and definitely an area wherein shortages have been experienced.

(h) Evacuation. The chain of evacuation for friendly casualties, as
well as ARVN and civilian personnel must be promulgated to all

concerned down to the corpsman well in advance and reiterated on
a timely basis. All ARVN and civilian casualties must be evacuated

to Vietnamese medical facilities available. American casualties
follow the normal evacuation chain.

(1) Personal Effects. Provisions must be mede for the storage of non-

essential uniforms and personal gear outside of the objective area.

The maximum number of utilities and other field equipment should be

brought by each individual, however only a minimum of summer service
uniforms if any. Seabags which are exposed to the elements quickly
mildew in this clime which is ruinous to uniform clothing, therefore

provisions must be made for storage under cover.

(j) Refrigeration. Provisions must be made to provide refrigeration
equipment in the objective area sis early as possible. The initial

requirement is for storage of medical supplies which are subject
to deterioration when exposed to not weather. A demand for ice
will exist for treatment of heat cases and casualties with high
fever. Availability of refrigeration to all units would permit
the serving of "A" rations at an early date.

Tracked Vehicles. Tracked vehicles are particularly suited for(k)
operations in this type of area. Optos and LVTP5 were used for a

variety of tasks, ranging from auchoring causeways to pulling
bogged-down vehicles out of the sand plus daily tactical missions.

It is noted that in two months of operations, the Ontos and LVT's

experienced the lowest deadline rate of any other type of vehicle.

R. L. TREVINO
By direction
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HEADQUARTERS 

1st Battalion, 12th ~farines (-) Rein 
3d }Iarine Division (Forward) 
c/o FPO San Francisco, 96601-

From: Commanding Officer 

l/GWF/dle 
3000 
8 Jul 1965 

To: Camnanding General, 3d Marine Division (Forward) FMF 

Subj: Lessons learned from the present situation 

Ref: (a) CG JdHarDiv(Fwd) 

Encl: (l) List of Lessons Learned 
(2) Revised Fire Direction Syst~m 

1. In compliance with reference (a), e;J"losures (l) and (2) are submitted. 

G. fl. FERGUSON 
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1st Battalion, 12th Marines (-) Rein
3d Marine Division (Forward)
c/o FPO San Francisco, 96601

1/GWF/d1c
3000
8 Jul 1965

From: Commanding Officer
Commanding General, 3d Marine Division (Forward) FMFTo:

Subj: Lessons learned from the present situation

Ref: (a) CG 3dMarDiv(Fwd)

Encl: (1) List of Lessons Learned
(2) Revised Fire Direction System

1. In compliance with reference (a), enclosures (1) and (2) are submitted.

G. H. FERGUSON
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LESS(lNS lEA RlJED 

1. Personnel and Administration. 

a. Personnel. It is readily appctrent that a unit must be up to Tic 
for commitment to extended operations a-shore. A lIDit which is initially 
short of TiC and which suffers normal losses through death, injury, and 
rotations will stay below and efficie':lt opera.tion leveL A system is 

needed whereb,y committed lIDits receive a rapid input of personnel. This 
Command has been less than ao% of TiC since being committed. This level 
not on~ impairs operations~ but also effects morale and discipline. Such 
seVere personnel shortages are especi2.ll~ significant when a battery has 
to operate in unsecured areas, or'when a battery is split between a pri­
mary and forward position and must pr~vide security for both - as happens 

"frequently in this area o In addition to the rapid input mentioned above, 
a rotation system must be developed which will keep pace with the personnel 
situation. In many instances~ p~rnotmel rotate to "CONUS without contact 
replacements. This is a/critical situation for an artillery unit, because 
many are specialists, and failure to r~place an MOS skill with a contact 
relief can lead to breakdowns in the system, 

b. Administrati. on. Administration has been smooth, because it was 
organized and supervised in such a IlWruler that subordinate units 'always 
knew their requirements and how to ccmplye 

2. Operations. 

a,. Combat Intelligence. l'he standard tools of the intelligence com­
munity are of less than normal value due to a highly fluid situation. 
Situation maps are of little use on more than a daily basis. Information 
received from daily IS~lli are usually of little value due to the fact that 
they are distributed several days late. Timely information is in critical 
shortage. The lack of covered circuits a:' the lower echelons contributes 
to the lack of timely information. A '::overed intelligence circuit is man­
dator,y if highers lower, and adjacent intelligence sections are to be able 
to pass useful informationQ 

b. Fire Direction Procedures. Standard firing chart procedures proved 
to be inadequate and ctUllbersome for a Direct Support Battalion reinforced 
by a l55rnm Howitzer Battery and an gil Howitzer Platoon. A revised chart 
system was devised which has proven to be adequate for any firing -situa­
tion encountered. A description of this system~ which may be of interest 
to other artiller,y organizations~ is contained in enclosure (2). 

c. Firing Battery Procedures. Eecause' firing in several directions 
within a short period of time is the rule rather than the exception, azi­
muth stakes are placed around each piece at 800 mil increments. A rough 
azimuth of lay is included in each fire commands and by using the azimuth 
stakes for orientation~ it has been found that the section chief can relay 
faster than with the standard ~stem of announcing fiAction ••• front/rearl 
right front •••• " etc. The inclusion of a rough azimuth of lay in the fire 
command is part of t he revised chart :system described in enclosure (2). 

I 
CONFT1)~~"'T! J.J 
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LESSONS LEARNED

1. Personnel and Administration.

a. Personnel. It is readily apparent that a unit must be up to T/O
for commitment to extended operations ashore. A unit which is initially
short of T/O and which suffers normal losses through death, injury, and
rotations will stay below and efficient operation level. A system is

needed whereby committed units receive a rapid input of personnel. This
Command has been less than 80% of T/O since being committed. This level
not only impairs operations, but also effects morale and discipline. Such
severe personnel shortages are especially significant when a battery has
to operate in unsecured areas, or when a battery is split between a pri-
mary and forward position and must provide security for both - as happens
frequently in this area. In addition to the rapid input mentioned above,
a rotation system must be developed which will keep pace with the personnel
situation. In many instances, personnel rotate to CONUS without contact
replacements. This is a critical situation for an artillery unit, because
many are specialists, and failure to replace an MOS skill with a contact
relief can lead to breakdowns in the system.

b. Administrati on. Administration has been smooth, because it was
organized and supervised in such a manner that subordinate units always
know their requirements and how to comply.

2. Operations.

8. Combat Intelligence. The standard tools of the intelligence com-
munity are of less than normal value due to a highly fluid situation.
Situation maps are of little use on more than a daily basis. Information
received from daily ISUMS are usually of little value due to the fact that
they are distributed several days late. Timely information is in critical
shortage. The lack of covered circuits at the lower echelons contributes
to the lack of timely information. A covered intelligence circuit is man-
datory if higher, lower, and adjacent intelligence sections are to be able
to pass useful information.

b. Fire Direction Procedures. Standard firing chart procedures provedto be inadequate and cumbersome for a Direct Support Battalion reinforced
by a 155mm Howitzer Battery and an 888 Howitzer Platoon. A revised chart
system was devised which has proven to be adequate for any firing situa-
tion encountered. A description of this system, which may be of interest
to other artillery organizations, is contained in enclosure (2).

c. Firing Battery Procedures. Because firing in several directions
within a short period of time is the rule rather than the exception, azi-
muth stakes are placed around each piece at 800 mil increments. A roughazimuth of lay is included in each fire command, and by using the azimuth
stakes for orientation, it has been found that the section chief can relay
faster than with the standard system of announcing "Action front/rear/
right front etc. The inclusion of a rough azimuth of lay in the fire
command is part of the revised chart system described in enclosure (2).
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d. Tlo for the Operations SectioT.~_D/S ArtillerY Battalion. The cur­

rent table of organization is not adequa:;:'e for two reasons ~ the liaison 
section is not adequatelY staffed for combat operations, and the opera­
tions section is staffed only for FDG operations, There are numerous ad­
ministrative and operational functions to 0e accomplished that are entirelY 
separate from the fire direction business. The addition of two Fire Control 
Men, 0844, in the Liaison Section and one Admin Man l 0141, and one Assistant 
Operations Chief, 0848~ in the Operations Section is required. 

3. Logistics c 

a. Firing Batten }'fuunt...Qut BlockJ?. The following items were not, 
but should have been, included in all firL,g battery mount-out blocks: 18 
gallons of bore cleaner i 300 sheets of crocus cloth, 1 m-26 fuze setter, 
1 M-28 fuze setter~ 192 BA-42gs~ 1 panoramic telescope and mount, 1 range 
quadrant and mount~ and 1 elbow tele~cope, The need for the above items 
in the mount-out block was apparent despite the fact 12 gallons of bore 
cleaner ~ 300 sheets of crocus cloth J and 24 &=420 s were carried L" section 
chests. 

b , .lee}: . of formal account for a !!2n-T /0 task organizat ion. The two 
firing batteries that made the initial landing were detached from their 
respective BLT.'.s and task organized as t ne Brigade Artillery Group, with­
out establishing a supply account for ~his orgainzation~ and in the ab­
sence of the parent units, No supplies were received ~ either batter.y 
for approximately 40 days" until acco'U11ting procedures were established. 
A more flexible supply system is apparently needed~ as well as more 
thorough staffing of proposed task organizations. 

c •... Critical shortage of electronics repair parts. Garrison usage 
data is grossly inadequate as t he basis of stockage levels for stockage 
levels for sustained operations o Consequent~ the supply is clogged b,y 
a very high demand rate. Accurate combat usage data and corresponding 
supply follow-through is essent.ial prior to deployment. 

d. .Critical shortages of dry cell batteries. While a more realistic 
mount-out level is necessar,y~ continuing resupply is a crucial problem. 

e. Insufficient FM equipnent in Headquarters .batte17 of a Dis Artillery . 
Battalion. There is a need for lA vice 10 AN/PRC-9 radio sets. A 
recommended change to the T/E has been submitted. 

f •.. Need for new FM equipment. Age !Coupled with high usage has re­
sulted in numerous failures of the pp..c series of equipnent. Additionally, 
reliablity suffers because of the.alignment problem of old sets. It is 
recommended that the introduction of the ANjPRC-25 be expedited for units 
now committed. 

g. Unsuitability of MK=535 for field U5~. This is an unsatisfactor,r 
piece of equipment. The unreliable splice and the high cost of sleeves 
makes this item unsuitable. . 
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d. T/O for the Operations Section, D/S Artillery Battalion. The cur-

rent table of organization is not adequate for two reasons: the liaison
section is not adequately staffed for combat operations, and the opera-
tions section is staffed only for FDC operations. There are numerous ad-
ministrative and operational functions to be accomplished that are entirely
separate from the fire direction business, The addition of two Fire Control

Men, 0844, in the Liaison Section and one Admin Man, 0141, and one Assistant

Operations Chief, 0848, in the Operations Section is required.

3. Logistics.

a. Firing Battery Mount-Out Blocks. The following items were not,
but should have been, included in all firing battery mount-out blocks: 18

gallons of bore cleaner, 300 sheets of crocus cloth, 1 m-26 fuze setter,
1 M-28 fuze setter, 192 BA-42's, 1 panoramic telescope and mount, 1 range

quadrant and mount, and 1 elbow telescope, The need for the above items

in the mount- block was apparent despite the fact 12 gallons of bore

cleaner, 300 sheets of crocus cloth, and 24 BA-42's were carried in section
chests.

b. Lack of formal account for a non-T/O task organization. The two

firing batteries that made the initial landing were detached from their

respective BLT is and task organized as i ne Brigade Artillery Group, with-

out establishing a supply account for this orgainzation, and in the ab-
sence of the parent units. No supplies were received by either battery
for approximately 40 days, until accounting procedures were established.
A more flexible supply system is apparently needed, as well as more

thorough staffing of proposed task organizations.

C. Critical shortage of electronics repair parts. Garrison usage
data is grossly inadequate as he basis of stockage levels for stockage
levels for sustained operations. Consequently the supply is clogged by
a very high demand rate. Accurate combat usage data and corresponding
supply follow-through is essential prior to deployment.

d. Critical shortages of dry cell batteries. While a more realistic
mount-out level is necessary, continuing resupply is a crucial problem.

e. Insufficient FM equipment in Headquarters "attery of a D/S Artillery
Battalion. There is a need for 14 vice 10 AN/PRC-9 radio sets. A

recommended change to the T/E has been submitted.

f. Need for new FM equipment. Age coupled with high usage has re-
sulted in numerous failures of the PRC series of equipment. Additionally,
reliablity suffers because of the alignment problem of old sets. It is
recommended that the introduction of t he AN/PRC-25 be expedited for units
now committed.

g. Unsuitability of MK-535 for field use. This is an unsatisfactory
piece of equipment. The unreliable splice and the high cost of sleeves
makes this item unsuitable.
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h. Lack of Class IV Supplies. Engineer fortification materials have 

been. and still are in criticallT short suppl,y ~ None were received for the 
firSt .30 days ashore. These items should be made available tH":wt1ts mount­
ina out. 

i. Supply, General. A total of 1,616 requisitions of all priorities 
have been submitted since 12 April, and. the till rate of 10-15% .is indica­
tive ot t he problem. The lack of spare parts in all commodity groups i8 
a continuing problem. 

j. Ordnance Problem Areas. 

(1) HCM'TARS. In addition to firing difficulties~ structural weak­
nesses have been noted, and a UER has been submitted. The 4.2 Inch Mortar 
(m-.30) has been received as augmentation for the Howtars in helicopter 
operations. 

(2) 8" Howitzer Panoramic Telescope. Frequent firing with charges 
6 ond 7 has caused continual Sight failures. 

(3) Amnunition. Obsolete ammunition has been purged, but ammuni­
tion shortages -particularly illumination shells -remain. Theantici­
pated usage rate in the event of an all-out attack on this area is tar in 
excess ot assets t Storage of Cl.a.ss V is a. problem. because of drainage, 
and this problem will become more severe with the onset ot the rain1 
season. 

k. Motor Transport. Other than a lack of spare parts, no significant 
problems have been experienced. 

1. . Ene:ineer • Engine generators have been a constant problem because 
of initial shortages, high usage, old equipnent, and lack of spare parts. 
Allowances and allocations of generators should be reevaluated in the light 
ot current experience ·factors. 
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h. Lack of Class IV Supplies. Engineer fortification materials have

been and still are in critically short supply. None were received for the
first 30 days ashore. These items should be made available to units mount-

ing out.

i. Supply. General. A total of 1,616 requisitions of all priorities
have been submitted since 12 April, and the fill rate of 10-15% is indica-
tive of the problem. The lack of spare parts in all commodity groups is
a continuing problem.

j. Ordnance Problem Areas.

(1) HOWTARS. In addition to firing difficulties, structural weak-
nesses have been noted, and a UER has been submitted, The 4.2 Inch Mortar
(m-30) has been received as augmentation for the Howtars in helicopter
operations.

(2) 8" Howitzer Panoramic Telescope. Frequent firing with charges
6 and 7 has caused continual sight failures.

(3) Ammunition. Obsolete ammunition has been purged, but ammuni-
tion shortages - particularly illumination shells - remain. The antici-
pated usage rate in the event of an all-out attack on this area is far in
excess of assets, Storage of Class V is a problem because of drainage,
and this problem will become more severe with the onset of the rainy
season.

k. Motor Transport. Other than a lack of spare parts, no significant
problems have been experienced.

1. Engineer. Engine generators have been a constant problem because
of initial shortages, high usage, old equipment, and lack of spare parts.
Allowances and allocations of generators should be reevaluated in the light
of current experience factors.
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.D.!!i:" '1r.di"cti~ procedureetor.", reiilfdrCed. artil:le~',~tt~OI1' i~: 
a guerr1u..·wartare .. enrl1":Cm'8rlt~· "'",' ': " ", >, : """}:, ." , ,: 

\ .~ f ," 

D~cUSeiPn~';:Tbe subJect environnent has required the displacement blah 
average ot one batte%7 per dq, with up to tour dll1plac_nt~ p8:ZO,day, the 
emplO1MJ)t ot batter1ea,'byplatoOnailrith d1llerent~~~~c()t',~~re" '. 
w1,thtechn1041fire direction ot separated 'platoonefrOia :the Bat.talion, tDc, 
and ,the, .. b1l1t:rto. fir., and/or 'a68 ftres·q¢'clcl¥ an;whe~~ ,iii a complete,:' 
cucle. Although t,echil1cal fire cf1reot1o.nis norma1l1 centralJzed OJil,y"," 
t.or ".ponsorganic to the bat taUon"(lO~ howitzers arid 107* .,rtari)', 
the requ1rement still 'exietetor t hebatt~llon mr to ~e able, to;~JiU~ '" 
or, check tiring data tor the attached weapont (l~-,and:S- h~t'~ere)., , 
~o lft8.8Olls~r., ;1eamed:iUat,that standard 'pro ,cha~"'pmc~.d~8.; a~' 
not sUitable fertile, aboveorganizatlOnand situatlOrij"'secOAd,tliat' :cfir~' 
.. tain firingbatter;y procedures had to b8rev1lied to coPe with,the. 8it~~;' 
t1on, ,";';' , ,,/ ", , ' ' , "c,.,,', 

'ir1As 'chart. The length aild width of t he tiring chart DlUst' be i tlil~e 
the maxjlltDD 1"8D8e"ot. the longest shooting weapon system in the. compo~it. 
utdt., All data .i8 taken from a' grid1nterseetiori ,at, ',t'he,··~8tt~&r ()fthe, " ' 

c:ll&rt"and, pcmII8l1ent:azilllUth/de1'lection 'indexesaredra1frl on th~chart,." 
e1'8171oo m1~.' ,:The"mdexea "are, ,each.approxima'tel,y:two 'iriches "laile~hl" 
dl'llWDSOt.ha.t,th. ·,encle",.protrude above,azidbeloW tluLm1l.'&rC ot, a~ge~".',~' 
clepec.tion .prot5ctOr. .k,ch indexis,laheled' at the t op W,i.th.gr~ 'ali..; "', . 
mUthando,~t.the bott.omwithdetleetion. ,:Allcalibers 118e' the 8~ re~,~,,;.~ 
red d.nectionat ~,.,azimuth; in this case,' the chart qft.:eDile:bas.ed ',QD : 
all batteries 'being, laid em grid az1muth6400j;referred 'de:tlecti6n 2600~ . 
'l'he~r8:1.the chart' index atazDluth.6400 ,1& Jabeled64' at> the' top'and ',',' 
26 at the bottom. The rest are lAbeled, accord1ngly. 'Onl1'the:dght-most' 
100 mil increment on the. mU arc ot theRDP 18 used, with the right-most 
100 mil graduaUon, to .its le£t labeled zero. '1'0 read aZimuth to the near-
,.t 100 mil (which w1l1 be .sent tt> the battery in the tire coaaand), mere17 
look at, t.herelationehip ot t he lett edge ot the arm of the RDP to the 
labeled index'8, to read deflection, the hundred value is one hundred less 
than the numbe.r that, can be seen immed1ate~ adjacent to t he lett edge of 
the arJa of the RDP. Tens and unit values are read from the rjght-4J1!)8t 100 
mil increment on the ,.mil arc of the BDP, from left t o right, ,using the 
1nclex that talls within tbatincrement. ' To.compensate for the actual loca­
tions ot the tiring batteries relative t o.the center of t he firing chart ' 
(all chart data 1s t usn trom the center of t be, firingch&rt) a template 1. 
constructed fran trans,parent &rid. sheet material, on which the center at 
the, chart anclall.batt,8l7 centers are plott,e~ in the1ractual locations. 
This template isthentumecl upside down, .and·is always, used in this up­
side.,down orientation. 'To get chart data, the center ot the template is 
placed over the target, the grid lines ot.t,he. template are, then, aligned 
aactlTp&rall.el tothe ,grid lines on the, ,.firing chart, the vertex of the 
HDP at the center ot the chart, and then a map, pin is stuck in the tim­
pl&te location ot the batter;y. The RDP i8 then used to c.ieterm1ne ranp 
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REVISED FIRE DIRECTION SYSTEM

Item: Fire direction procedures for à reinforced artillery battalion in
a guerrilla warfare environment.

Discussion: The subject environment has required the displacement of an
average of one battery per day, with up to four displacements per day, the
employment of batteries by platoons with different directions of fire,
with technical fire direction of separated platoons from the Battalion FDC,
and the ability to fire and/or mass fires quickly anywhere in a complete
circle. Although technical fire direction is normally centralized only
for weapons organic to the battalion (105mm howitzers and 107mm mortars),
the requirement still exists for the battalion FDC to be able to produce
or check firing data for the attached weapons (155mm and 8th howitzers).
Two leasons were learned: first, that standard FDC chart procedures are
not suitable for the above organization and situation; second, that cer-
tain firing battery procedures had to be revised to cope with the situa-
tion

Solutions

Firing Chart. The length and width of the firing chart must be twice
the maximum range of the longest shooting weapon system in the composite
unit. All data is taken from a grid intersection at the center of the
chart, and permanent azimuth/deflection indexes are drawn on the chart

every 100 mils. The indexes are each approximately two inches in length,
drawn so that the ends protrude above and below the mil arc of a range-
deflection protractor. Each index is labeled at the top with grid azi-
muth and at the bottom with deflection. All calibers use the same refer-
red deflection at any azimuth; in this case, the chart system is based on
all batteries being laid on grid azimuth 6400 referred deflection 2600.
Therefore, the chart index at azimuth 6400 is labeled 64 at the top and
26 at the bottom. The rest are labeled accordingly. Only the right-most
100 mil increment on the mil arc of the RDP is used, with he right-most
100 mil graduation to its left labeled zero. To read azimuth to the near-
est 100 mil (which will be sent to the battery in the fire command), merely
look at the relationship of he left edge of the arm of the RDP to the
labeled index 88, to read deflection, the hundred value is one hundred less
than the number that can be seen immediately adjacent to the left edge of
the arm of the RDP. Tens and unit values are read from the right-most 100
mil increment on the mil arc of the RDP, from left right, using the
index that falls within that increment. To compensate for the actual loca-
tions of the firing batteries relative tothe center of the firing chart
(all chart data is aken from the center of he firing chart) a template is
constructed from transparent grid sheet material, on which the center of
the chart and all battery centers are plotted in their actual locations.
This template is then turned upside down, and is always used in this up-
side down orientation. To get chart data, the center of the template is
placed over the target, the grid lines of the template are then aligned
exactly parallel to the grid lines on the firing chart, the vertex of the
RDP at the center of the chart, and then a map pin is stuck in the tim-
plate location of the battery. The RDP is then used to determine range
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and denection tothe pin at this location~ Ch~ data for otber batter­
its is obtained b.Y shifting,the pin ~o the template loc~1on'ot thos, 
~tterie8. Hiscellaneoue chart proce<iures,euch a8 data' fO~'~Plot. axid 
conversion ot observed firing data to 8UrVqeddata, cailbe' accomplished 
bT several techniques that can be ded ved if t he basic concepts are tmder­
~tood. 

-; .: 

. Firing :eatterg Procedures, Firing battery procedUres:~re ,~di!'ied to 
cQmpliment .the revised chart procedUres, and two sets of aimirigposts (with 
nightllghting devic:es) are mandato17 to eliminate potentialp:r:'Oblems.' Afin 
ingpoets are putout 3200 mils apart at the referred deflections corres­
ponding to the azimuth of lay. For example, if laid on adllNth 6400, the 
aiJ.d:ni posts would be put out at deflection 2600; however, if laid on ad-

. mubh 6300, the aiming posts, would be put out at. defl.ecticin 2700. Because 
. tiring is 80 frequently done in directiions opposite the initial azimuth of 
lay, it has been found that an azimuth re.ferenceq,stem .for the chief at 
section not on~ reduces the possibility of errors - particularly in night 
firing - but also speeds /the rough lay when trailS are shifted. Therefore, 
azimuth reference stakes are set .out -every 800 mils around each piece, and 
the azimuth of fire (to the nearest 100 mils) is included as the second 
element of the cOJDDand from FDC. Other firing battery procedures remain 
unchanged. ' . 

. '.., PDC Organization. The school and textbook solution tor the physical 
organization of the FDC has been proven unsatlsfacto17. Eveq element of 
theFDC must be organized so that nothing can interfere wi tbthe passage 
ot tire missions,,, data and .. commands between the roo, RTO IS, HCO' s veo 'an~ 
camputers. The only phTs1calorganizationthat.satisf1es this requirement 
is .. to have all ,these. individuals .>~acing ,inboard with, their .. equipment , and 
no walkways between .them. When the FDC will remain in a semi-permanent 
location, all ,equipaent., such. as charts, radio remotes, EE-8 t s and maps can 
be mounted on one central table specia~ constructed to accommodate these 
items and to compliment the functioning of the FOC, 
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and deflection to the pin at this location. Chart data for other batter-
ies is obtained by shifting the pin to the template locacion of those
batteries. Miscellaneous chart procedures, such as data for replot and
conversion of observed firing data to surveyed data, can be accomplished
by several techniques that can be derived if the basic concepts are under-
stood.

Firing Battery Procedures, Firing battery procedures are modified to
compliment the revised chart procedures, and two sets of aiming posts (with
night lighting devices) are mandatory to eliminate potential problems. Aim
ing posts are put out 3200 mils apart at the referred deflections corres-
ponding to the azimuth of lay. For example, if laid on azimuth 6400, the
aiming posts would be put out at deflection 2600; however, if laid on azi-
muth 6300, the aiming posts would be put out at deflection 2700. Because
firing is so frequently done in directions opposite the initial azimuth of
lay, it has been found that an azimuth reference system for the chief of
section not only reduces the possibility of errors - particularly in night
firing - but also speeds the rough lay when trails are shifted. Therefore,
azimuth reference stakes are set out every 800 mils around each piece, and
the azimuth of fire (to the nearest 100 mils) is included as the second
element of the command from FDC. Other firing battery procedures remain
unchanged.

FDC Organization. The school and textbook solution for the physical
organization of the FDC has been proven unsatisfactory. Every element of
the FDC must be organized so that nothing can interfere with the passage
of fire missions, data and commands between the FDO, RTO's, HCO's VCO and
computers. The only physical organization that satisfies this requirement
is to have all these individuals facing inboard with their equipment, and
no walkways between them. When the FDC will remain in a semi-permanent
location, all equipment, such as charts, radio remotes, EE-8's and maps can
be mounted on one central table specially constructed to accommodate these
items and to compliment the functioning of the FDC.
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