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From: Commanding General, Fleet Marline Force, Pacific
To: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code AO3D)

Subj: Command Chronology of the 3d Marine Division (-)(Rein) for
the month of October 1965
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From: Commending General, IIT Marine Amphibious Force
To:  Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code A03D)
Via: Commending General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Subj: Commend Chronology of the 3@ Marine Division (=) (Rein) for the
month of October 1965

1. Forwarded.

2. This sheet is downgraded to unclassified upon removal of the basic
lettor.

//
,/ G. C. AXTEn
Chief of Siqff
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26 Nov 1965

Ser. No., 001L57- 45

From: Commanding General '

To:  Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code 4073D)

Via:  Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force
Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Subj: Command Chronology of the 3d Marine Division (-){Rein) for the
month of Ueteber 1965

Ref:  (a) MCO 5750.2
(b) CG FMFPAC msg 251942 Aug 65

Bncl: V(1) 3d Mar Div (=)(Rein) Command Chronology for the period
1-31 October 1965

1. In accordance with the provisions of references (a) and’'(b),
enclosure (1) is submitted.

?.) This letter is downgraded to unclassified upon removal of enclosure
1)

SY, Porria

D. W. SHERMAN
Chief of Staff
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ORGANT Za¥TON DATH SHEET

THIRD MARINE DIVISION (RELNFORCED), FLEET MARIXE FORCE
COMMAND CHRONOLOGY FOR THE PERIOD 1 OCTOBER 1965 TO 31 OCTOBER 1965
SUBMITTED NOVEMBER 1965

FROM THE DIVISION COMMAND PbST
IN THE
MiRINE CUMPOUND, DA NANG AIR BA3E, REPUBLIC OF VIEI NaM

COMMANDING GENERAL

MaJOR GENERAL LEWIS W, WALT, U. 5. MARINE CORPS

ASSTSTANT DIVISION COMMANDER

BRIGATLER GENERAL MELVIN D, HENDERSON, USMC

ASSISTANT DIVISION COMMANDER, CHU LAT

BRIGADIER GENERAL FREDERICK J. KARCH, USMC
CHIEF OF STAFF

COLONEL DONALD W. SHERMAN, U. S.M.C.
GENERAL STAFF
ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G-1 COLONEL ROBERT W. PORT, USMCR
ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G2, LIEUTENANT COLONEL RICHARD J. SCHRIVER, USMC
ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G-3, COLONEL DON P, WYCKOFF, USMC
ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, Ge4, COLONEL FRANK R. WILKINSON, JR. USMC

ASSLSTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, COMPTROLLER,COLONEL BERNARD M. BORESS, USMC
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SUBORULIATE UNITS

Headquarters Battalion (%ein)
3d Marine Kegiment (-)(Rein)
4th Marine Yegiment (=-)(Rein)
7th Marines Regiment (-){Kein)

gth Marines Regiment (-)(Rein)

DECLASSIFIED

COMMANDING OFFICERS

Maj John E. WATSON, USMC
Col Norman R. NICKERSON, USMC
Col James F. McCLANAHAN, USMC
Col Oscar F. PEATROSS, USMC

Col John E. GORMAN, USMC

12th Marines Hegiment (Rein) Col James M. CALLENDER, USMC

3rd Anti-Tank Battalion (Rein) LtCol Bruce A. HEFLIN, USMC
3rd Engineer Battalion (Rein) LtCol Nicholas J. DENNIS, USMC
3rd Medical Battalicn (Rein) Cmdr Almon C. WILSON, (MC), USN

3x4 lictor Transport Battalion (Rein) Maj Freddie J. BAKER, USMC

3rd Reconnaissance Pattalien (Rein) ~  LtCol Roy R. VAN CLEVE, USiC
lst smphibian Tractor Battalion (Rein) LtCol William D, POMEROY,USMC

3rd Tank Battalion (Rein) TECol Milton L. RAPHAFL, USMC

——
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AVERAGE STRENGTH HJBINé OCTOBER

OFFLCERS ENLISTED

He Bil 178 : | 1938
30 MARINES ' - iz ' 3133
4TH HART NES 129 | 3160
oTH MARINES ' 151 338L
9TH MARINES 136 3128
12TH MARTNES ' 24 3282
3D AT BN 23. Lés
3D ENGR BN - D 1039
3D MiD Bl b 145
3D MT BN - S R 378
3D RECON BN i 35 - 516
1T AMTRAC BN T 3y T ' 85
3D TANK BN 35 Phly

TOTAL 1,128 22,173

-3 -
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PERSONAL ADHTHISTRATION

a. Persomnel and Administrov.on

(1) During the period there was a drop in the number of USMC
nfficers assigned buh the rnumber of enlisted personnel increased
slightly.

USMC usy
DATE CFF  EiL : OFF —  ENL
30Sep 1370 25,468 ' 199 1344
150ct 1321 25,229 188 1299
310ct 1337 25,756 183 1291

(2) At the direction of CG FMFPac,on 10 Oct 1965 the Division
begen a test of the llechanized Combat Casvalty Reporting System pres-—
cribed in MCO 30,0.1. The test is progressing satisfactorily and will
continue until 31 Dec 1965.

(3) Casualbies sustained during the month included: 35 KIA,
9 DOW, 266 WIA, 19 non-battle casualties, 8 non-battle deaths, 2
missing. (Both missing returned to Military Control. The 1 missing
reported previous month remains in a missing status.)

(4) During the period, 83 officers and 529 enlisted personnel
were rotated to CONUS. In addition, 26 officers and 67L enlisted per-
somnel were transferred. by service records to CONUS commands and hos-
pital supporting facilities. i -

(5) Incoming draft/fly-in personnel arriving during the period
totaled 26 officers and 1,314 enlisted personnel. (This figure inclu-
ded 635 enlisted persomnel joined from October draft.) All were
processed through the Transient Facility at Camp Butler.

(6) During the period .5 Silver Stars, 2 Legion of Merits, 13
Bronze Stars, 1 Air Medal, 10 Navy Commendations and 771 Purple Heart
Medals were presenbed. o

(7) The Division Personnel Officer assumed the administrative
cognizance of 58 ARVN interpreters assigned throughout the division.

b. Exchange Activities

(1) The Division Headquarters Field Exchange sales spaces were
inereased by approximately 100%, resulting in an increase in gross
sales of 85%.

(2) Combining all Marine Field Exchange receipts, the gross sales
volume for October 1945 was $380,713.55, representing an increase of
approximately 60% over September 1965. The customer demand was by nc

4 ENCLOSURE {,
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means satisfied, however, more quality merchandise was available. Haalth
and comfort items were generally in giod supply, therefore alr—llfts
of essential itcms ceased on 20 Oct 1565.

(3) The first indigenous employees were programmed into the Div-
ision Headgquarters Field Exchange. MNore civilian employees will be
zmployed and trained prior to expanding the resale activity into a
Butler Building which will increase the potential of this location
account by aprroximately 500%.

¢. Clubs : =

(1) The Division Clubs System continues to operate on an informal
basis pending cssignuent of sufficient personncel to accomplish formal
azcounting procedures. :

(2) Semi-permanent type club buildings consisting of concrete
decks, wood fruming, metal/screen siding and metal roofing are being
installed at all enclaves. Thirteen buildings have been completed
with four more under consbruction.

(3) Sixteen self-contained electric coolers arrived and were
distributed throughout the division area.

(4) The Glub System sponsored two appearances of a Vietnamese
variety show, Lhe first of planned live énfertainment throughout the
Division Clup Syscem to be presented monthly.

d. Special Services

(1) Signifizent improvement of equipment stock levels was
achieved with the following volume of receipt/issuet

Special Services equipment received........ $27,455.79
Special Services equipment issued..........  9,480.90

(2) The Rest and Recreation Program (R&R) continued to be an
important factor conbribubti.z to morale and welfare. Under the pro-
gram 1,239 Harines visited Okinawa, 471 to Bangitok and 96 to Hong Kong.

(3) "Operatior Christmas Tree", a program whereby Marines can
order Christmas gifts by mail from West Coast Exchanges, was inaugur-
ated. '

(4) Enter:aimment was provided to several Division units through
the USO sponsoved '"HMartha Rc;ye” show and a varl.ty show from the ARVN

Political Warfare Deparbtment.

e, Informaticnal Services

(1) Press coverage of 3d Marine Division activities included
279 news feature and hometown releases through the Command Information
Bureau of III ¥arine Amphibious Force.

5 ENCLOSURE (1’

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

(2) Most significant operational coveruge during October was
of 3d Recomnaissance Battalion's "Opecation Trailblazer!. A total
of seven (7) releases resulied. -

(3) Other coverage during the month included "Operation Golden
Fleece"; the first claims payment to a Vietnamese national; General
KRUL4K presenting awards during his visit; and continucd emphasis of
civic action releazses.

:(4) On 7 Oct, the Inforzational Services! section moved to the
new Division Command Post, the first Headquarters group section to
do so.

(5) Durirg the month of October correspondents assigned on a

temporary basis to the Chu Lai area (4); 3d ReconBn (1); 1/9 (1);
1st 8" HowBtry (L); and Hue Phu Bai area (1).

6 ENCLOSURE (1)
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" INTE(LIGENCE

1, SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

a. Operation TTAILBLAZER; southwest edge of DANANG TAOE, ICTZ,
Republic of Viectram, 1%-24 October, _UOperation TRAILBLAZER was a recon-
naissence in rorcoe concucted by the 3d Reconnaissance Battalion (<) in
the mountainous ares on the southwestern edge of the DANANG TAOR which
was based on intell’gence repocis indicating that the Viet Cong were
using the area for iafilbtraticn, staging and storage of supplies. Very
little is known about enemy units in the area and none had been specif-
icslly identified nor unit locations identified. Several reports had
beeit received stating that a Viet Cong storage area was located at a
certain spot. The Reconnaissance Battalion succeeded in locating and
deshroying this irstallstion wherein was located a large supply of rice,
clothing and new hand and rifle grenades of Ncrth Vietnamese manufacture,
There was light contact with the Viet Cong in the area and weapons re-
trieved from cnemy KIA were two Chinese Communist copies of the Soviet
7.62rm AK Assualt Rifle. In addition, a great number of documents were
captured and forwarded to COMUSMACY for translation and further exploite.-
tion, - e

k. Attack on Marble Mountain Ailr TFacility; DANANG, ICTZ, Republic
of Vietnam, 28 October., The well-planned, well executed raid against
the helicopter units located at the Marble Mountain Air Facility early
in the norning of 28 October was carried out by commendo-type units
supported by mortars and machine guns. Of significance was the evi-
dence found of the modern weapons with which the enemy was armed.
Marines defending the airfield capbured a considerable stock of frag-
mentation, concussion and Thermite grenades, as well as three Bangalore
torpsdoes, several 40mm rounds for the Chinese Communist B-40 anti-tank
rocket launcher. Weapons captured included six Chinese Communist copies
of the C.viet 7.62mm AX Assault Rifle, two US caliber (45 automatic
pistols, and a Chinese Communist ¢opy of the Soviet 7.62mm Tokarev auto-
matic pistol. The following day a machinegun link belt for the Crinese
or Soviet RFD light machinegun was found as well as a clip of 7.4%mm
cartridges for the SKS Assaul’ Carbine., This rounded out the picture
of the attacking unit's armament which included all the latcst family
of weapons firing the 7.62mm intermediate cartridge. Of interest was
the allegation of three captives that the major force involved landed
by boats on ithe beach north of the =sir facility; however, it hes not
been possible to verify the stories of these captives concerning the
amphibious nature, organizetion and commitment of the forces involved.

c. Viet Cong attack on Hill 22; southwest portion of the DANANG
TAOR, ICTZ, Republic of Vietnam, 30 October. At about 0200H on 30
October, an estimated Viet Cong battalion of Main Force and guerril-
las attacked Company A, lst Battalion, lst Marines on Hill 22, This

. . E : .

7 ENCLOSURE" (1)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

was the first large scale attack on Marine poyitions in any of the
TAOR's. Reports rcecived indicatud that the unit involved had just
completed its training, that this was its first combat action and
somcthing of a finsl exercise., The number of Viet Cong duad found
in the area the next morning, numbering 42, indicated that consid=
cerable damage was done by the Harines to tho attackers sinee they
faijed to retricve sush a large numbcr ol casualbies as has been
ths usual practice. fmong the weapons and coulpment found follow-
ing the actlion ihore was the usual mixturc of Chinese, US and French
weapons. Mo new weepons werc Yound. UOf interest was the technique
th: attackers used in running a wire and ficld telephone, two of
who 't wore capbured, from the support climent forward with the as-
seult force to ald in coordineting the attack and supporting fire
by rortars and recoilluss rifies. Among the documents capbured
thzre were several communication codes which were immediately
photozraphed, translated and forwarded to COMUSMACV for further

e¥ploitation.

2. Ni¥W DEVELORMENTS. None

8 : ENCLOSURE (1)
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OPERATIONS

1. During October no regimental size operations were corducted in the
DA NANG, CHU LAT and PHU BAL enclaves, Six battalion size operations
were executed, four of which were in the CHU LAT enclave, one in the DA

NANG enclave and one in the TUA MAL BAY area lying along the coast between
the DA NANG and PHU BAT enclaves,

vital installations and locating and destroying VC elements within the
enclaves., In accomplishing this task Division units conducted 2,877
patrols and 1,061 ambushes which resulted in 70 contacts with the enemy.
During a 2% hour period on eleven days of the month Division units
launched more than 100 patrols, These patrols were predominantly of rifle
squed size. - I ' o
3., Barly on 28 October suicide VC demolitions teams attacked the Marble
HMountain Air Facility and the CHU LAI Airﬁield,,Subsequent}y, VC elements
delivered mortar fire on the naval hospital being constructed in the -
Harble Mountain Complex and the SeaBee Camp located in the same vicinity.
At 1930 on 27 October Division artillery units delivered 680 rounds of
Hed fires into an area where a VC battalion was reported moving east in
the scuthwest portion of the DA NANG TAOR., Approximately an hour later
2 squad ambush from the 9th Marines encountered a large VC force, L
~ killing 15 VC's and driving the remainder south with heavy artillery and
mortar fire. These two actions are believed to have thwarted a VC attack
against the DA NANG Airfield, scheduled for the same time as the attacks
on the Marble Mountain and CHU LAL Airfields.

L, At 0230 on 30 October a VC force estimated to be four companies .attacked
a 3d Marines company position on Hill 22 in the DA NANG enclave, After
clese combat the VC force was repelled from the hiil with heavy losses in
mer; and equipment. " : '

SPECTAL OPERATIONS

1. Combined operations employing ARVN and Regicnsl and Popular Force units
with Divieion organizations continued to increasc during October. The
1st Bn, 2d ARVN Regiment and the 1lth Ranger Br. joined with BELT 2/3 in
executing Operation RED SNAPPER, 22-25 October. On 26-29 October, the

2d Bn, &th ARVN Regt corducted a three day operation with the 2d Bn, 4th

Marines in the CHU LAT enclave. Many smaller size search and destroy
operations were conducted throughout all enclaves. .

2, First kills for Division Sniper teams employing Winchester M70 Rifles
with power scopes were scored on 15 October inthe PHU BAL enclave when
two VG were killed at a range of 700 yards.

3. 3d Recon Bn conducted operation TRAIL BLAZER 18-24 October in the
southwest portion of the DA NANG enclaye, Moving through dense jungle

growth and encountering heavy rain storms the battalion located five VC
9 el Cl OSURE (1)
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camp complexes and seized large amounts of VC medical supplies, uniforms,
grenades, documents and rice caches.

4, With the completion of rice harvesting in all enclaves in late October
Operation GOLDEN FLEECE terminated. The total amount of rice collected,

or denied the VC, under this operation was not assessable at the Division
level. However, one composite estimate received from the HOA VANG District
Headquarters reported 80,000 kilos were obtained through GOLDEN FLEICF
operations within that Dlstrlct This operation is considered to have
been highly successful, praduclng benefits well beyond the amoun? of rics
cktained, The VC were defeated and discredited in their unsuccessful
efforts to obtain or disrupt the rice harvest, Cooperation between U. S. ,
AHVN and GVi elements, as we.. as tne generai citizenry, was notable. The
power and effectiveness of U. 5. military forces was amply demonstrated
and the U. S. concern for the welfare and protestion of VIt people will
have a lasting effect in the area. B
5. On 20 October Uperaticn MARELE MOUI\!’L‘AII\T commenced . Thls is a combined
U. 8./VH rural reconstructicn program featuring the introduction of VN
pacification teams into the southeastern portion of the DA NANG enclave.
The 9th Marines and 59th Regional Force Battalion provided security and
protoct;cn to the pacification teams as they work in an area encempassing
nine villages, 38 hamlets and a population *ctalling 41,000 Vietnamese.

The pacification teams, cadrad along a typiesl vzllave/hamle infra structure
will work t6 rebuild the social, political and acono*n:!_c “foundations I
recently secured areas,

CLOSE COMBAT

1. The 2,877 patrols and 1,06l ambushes executad during the month

emphdslzed the close comb@* enviornment 1n Vhlch DlVlSlon unlto are

engaged., S T - L T LT
COI'SMAND AN“’ CC* Ru,;

1. Buring‘OQtober the Division continued tc provide pone infantry
battalion to be operationally controlled by (G III MAF as the DA NA'T
Airfield Defense Battalion,

NBC

1. In order to effectLvely cope with VC caves, bunkers and tunnel systems
armd to minimize noncombatant battle casualties authority to employ riot
control on a case Ly case bagis was received bv the Division on 13

October. Riot control agents were used by the Division in three operations
during the month, subject to the follcwingﬁguidelinps.,

a. Use was contemplated in area of tunnnlq, caves and cther underground
fortifications.

AR > T " e AR R ooy A A A A s AT STl sl e s B

b. Use was contemplatea in sltuatlons in whlch.VC were 1nterm1ng1ad

w  ENCLOSURE (1)
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with civilians and use of conventional munitions would result in
unacceptable combatant casualties,

c. Use was limited to CN and CS grenades.

2. 4 division order was promulgated on 10 October scheduling NBC readiness
inspections for all Division units. Inspections will commence in November
and are designed to insure continued NBC defense capability in counterin-
surgency operations or a general war, L

PSYCHOLOGI CAL WARFARE
1. During the month of October the Division intensified efforts in
Psychological Warfare Operations. Extensive use of the ARVN 1st Corps
Psy Ops Field Detachment Audio Team and the HOA VANG District Political
Action Propaganda Team was utilized in conjunction with marine search
and clear operations, particularly in the DA NANG enclave. These teams
employ the use of loudspeskers mounted on truck, movies and taped
broadcasts. Their theme is "Support the Government of Vietnam, and
cooperate with U. S. and ARVN Foreces®. Since these upits have been. |
cperating only a short ime it has been difficult to evaluaiz their
effectiveness., Indications are that the villag rs are beginning to
feel that the U. S. is in Vietnam to help the people, Along with each
Psy war team that goes into a village, a Civil Affairs team along with
nedical persomnel accompany the Psy War teams, ;

2. In addition to the Psy War teams, the FMAW employs a helicotper loud-
speaker which broadcasis propaganda programs to the villagers. This heli-
copter has been used extensively within the DA NANG enclave.

3. The CHU LAI enclave has relied almost entirely on leaflet distribution
with some assistance from the Psy War team from LY TIN, With a full time
Fsy War officer in the 4th Marines, extensive plans are underway for a
rore aggressive program. 411 units are more aware of the use of Psy War as
evidenced by increased requests for leaflets, along with requests for the
printing of leaflets written by the individual battalion. A Psy War annex
is now required in battalion size or larger opesration orders.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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TRAINING

I. General

A, TUnit%s continued familiarization firing at HOA CAM Regional Forces
Training Area « DA HANG BEnclave, Those units located in the HUE PHU BAI
and CHU LAI Enclaves conducted firing in areas as designated by Unit
Commanders, ZEmphasis is placed in firing crewmserved weapons,

B, The selection of General Military Subjeete to be instructed is
determined by each unit, Emphasis is placed on Troop Information.

C. In as mach as 34 Marine Division units are unsble to fire rifle
requalification and instruct the broad sphere of General Military Subjects
both of these requirements have been suspended by Headquarters Marine
Corps,

II. I ision Traini

A, Contact Teams - LFTU, Contact instruction tesms from Landing
Force Training Unit - Pac conducted Commnication~Plectronics/Motor ,
Trangport Waterproofing courses. One and two day courses were conducted
continuously over an eleven day period with about thirty students
receiving instruction in each eourse. . _

B. Contact Team ~ Geperator Operation., A Gontact Team conducted

four two day courses on Generator Operation, This course included all
phases of generator operation with emphasis on preventative maintenance,

C. Sniper Teams, The Division Sniper Team Project was initisted
with the establishment of a training team consisting of one Captein and
five Staff NCO's, all distinguished riflemen. Training has been completed
in the 3d Reconnsissance Battalion and Sniper Rifles have been lssued
to that unit for subsequent employment,

D, 60mm Mortars, The 3d, #th and 9th Marine Regiments have completed
training on the 60mm Mortar, ZEmployment of this weapon was limited due to
a lack of ammunition, 7th Marines did not receive 60mm Mortars during
this period.

B, Land-Mine Warfare, The 3d Engineer Battalion contimued to cone
duct an excellent Lard-Mine Warfare course, Over 300 students partis-
cipated in the two day courses. This includedi fifteen U, S. Army Officers
and Staff NCO's from the lst 4ir Javalry and 10lst “irborne Divisions.
Students also attended from the lst Marine Division,

I1I. Specgialist Schools

A, U. 8, Army Advisors/Civil Affairs Courge, Four division civil

affairs officers, one from each infantry regiment attended this five day

course, s
1z _ENCLOSURE (1)
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B, ZImborkation, &leven Officers and ten S%aff NCO's attended
the LFTU two week Embarkation eourse on OKINAWA.

LOGISTICS

I, Sigpificant Fvepts

. The metrod of reporting deadlined combat essential equipment
was changed to a mechanized gystem where units, rather thas consolidating
and typing a report twice monthly, now submit their reports on key
punch coding sheets from which cards are made and entered into the report-
ing system. The units reported only those items deadlined for repairs
within their authorized echelon of maintenance., Items which are
deadlined for a higher echelon of maintenance are reported by the
activity which is authorized to effect repairs.

B, By 22 October the 3d, 4th and 9th Marines had placed the 60mm
Mortar in service. This leaves only the 7th Marines without the 60mm
Mortar,

C. The first 2 combat casualty replacement vehicles(LVIP-5's) arrived
on 29 October and will be utilizged to replace vehicles destroyed in
combat,.

D. On 12 October Major J. L. JOHNSON replaced Major W. DICKISON
as Ordnance Officer for the 34 Marine Division,

E, On 8 October a Food Serviee Office was established within the
CHU LAT Bnclave, 1lstLt C. M, SIMMONS, USMC, was assigned duties as
Officer in Charge and directed to advise the Commanding General and to
assist subordinate commanders on all matters pertaining to Subsistence
Management. : : -

F. A T¥ood Services trouble~shooting team was orgenjeedl seversl
weeks ago and has repaired a total of 45 deadlined field ranges and
are expected to repair an additional 100 ranges when adequate trans-
portation becomes available.

G. Strongbacking of the Headquarters Battalion Cantonment is
complete, The 1600 man messhall is 75% complete; the 500 man messhall
is 65F complete, The Command Post Bunker is essentially complete. Some
minor interior work remains to be accomplished,

H. The 3d Engineer Battslion is pre-cutting tiithber to be wsed in
bunker kits for the MLR Bunker Program. They will provide schooling
and supervision to units regarding assembly of these kits.

I. The Force Logistics Surnort Group is_evacuating engineer equip-
ment to the Forece S~rvice Regiment on OKINAWA for 5th echelon maintenance,

13
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d. On 21 October, the ACofS, G-4, briefed the Senate Preparedness
Sub-Comnittee., The major topics presented were; readiness of equipment

and the reporting thereof; backlog of requisitions and over-age engineer
equipnent .,

K. On 26 October, a team of Division representatives headed by the
Assistant G-%, participated in a conference at Headquarters, TMFPac/I MAC
WD concerning the problems involved in the BLT forthcoming rotation
program, ) A o

-

L. The FMFPac Motor Transport Officer and a Technical Assistance
Team arrived in DA NANG on 21 October to commence a technical evaluation
of Motor Transport equipment. Estimated completion date is 5 November,
Also for the M-422 vehicle. Instruction for the M-422 was given to
organiztions in the DA NANG enclave from 22 to 31 October.

M, The FMFPac General Supply Technical Assistance Team visited 3d
Marine Division units. They inspected and condition coded General Supply
type items and will assist this Headquarters to justify replacement ox
worn out equipment with new equipment. It is estimated that the team
will complete its inspection on 5 November,

N. 11 0fficers amd 10 enlisted men attended a 2 week special
embarkation course conducied. by a mobile training team from LFTUPac

o - — . - T— g PTTE  ET RREST ¥ R I i griws ~ %

II. New Deyelopments L L

‘ A. A complete list.of all plant account and expendable mess property
has been compiled for twenty-eight 1500 man messes, eighteen 500 man messes
and one 250 man mess.

B. A Food Handlers Course is being organized. The intent of this
course is to instruct indigenous mess personnel and our own food service
personnel in proper and sanitary methods of preparing the course., The
main problem area in this program is the acquisition of a qualified
interperter.,

I1T. Problem Areas

. The controlled interchange of repair parts for limited amounts
of engineer equipment is continuing as these parts are not being received
through supply channels.

COMBAT AIR SUPPORT

I. Significant Events

A, The first phase of OPERATION WICK DRAW began October 3d with
the 1ift of a rifle company by 15 UH34's with 2 A-4's providing escort:
2 additional UH1E's accompanied the 1ift acting as TAC (A) aircraft, The

1h ENCLOSURE (1)
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second phase utilized 16 UH34's for the troop 1ift, 2 UHLE's for TAC (4)

3 UHLE's for suppressive fire, and 2 A-4's for helicopter escort. The
retrograde movement on 4 October brought the operation to a close by
lifting 500 7th Marines troops with 14 UHM's and 4 UHLB's, Two A-4's
provided helo CAP during the movement which was conducted without incident.

B, On October 16th, 26 UH34's of MAG-36 1ifted 697 3d Battalion,
7th Marines troops in support of OPERATION HERCULES. The LZ's were
prepped by fixed wing aircraft who were controlled by a TAC (&) provided
by VMO-6, ' o ' o i '

C. From 21-24 October, 2 UH1E's weréutilized for recon/observation
purposes in support of OPERATION RED SNAPPER. On 23 October, one rifle

company was 1ifted by UH 34's from PHU BAL into the objective area.

D. LIEN KET, a joint 2d Battalion, 4th Marines/ARVN Operation, saw
26 UH3k's 1lifting 640 Marines into fixed wing and artillery prepped LZ's.
4 UH1E's acted as TAC(A) ard delivered suppressive fires while 4 MAG-12 A-4's
provided helo CAP.

2. New Developments. # significant part of OPERATION HERCULES was the
&llocation of 4 troop-laden UH 34's as an immediate mobile reserve

force., This force orbited the objective area for 2 hours ready to provide
instant support when and where necessary.

S Ty e

3. Problem Areas, burrently, 1lst MAW helicopters have a2 maximum hoist
cable length of 100 feet. Helicopter support in jungle envioronment must
somtimes utilize the hoist because of impossible landing conditions due to
thick foliage. Occaslonally, the 90-100 feet is insufficient and the

drop on retraction/evacuation site must be moved to an area where the
canopy is not so thick. This limits the effectiveness and expediency with
which the mission is carried out. Longer cables would definitely enhance
helicopter 1ift/drop capabilities in densely foliated area,
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EZBE SUPPORT COORDINATION
1. Si nificant Bvents ‘

a8, Coordination and clearance for use of supporting arms in the
Northern area of WUANG NAM Province presents no problems, Requests
for supporting arms fire are cleared quickly and expeditiously in almost
all instances. '

b. The vast majority of supporting arms fire during the reporting
period were harassing and interdiction upon known and suspected enemy
positions.

¢. Emphasis during the period was placed upon defensive fires to in-
clude barrages upon the most critical areas with the TAOR.

2. New Developments

a. Additional free fire areas for sﬁﬁporting arms were granted by the
northern and southern sectors of QUANG NAM Province.

b. A large free bomb area west of the TAOR was cleared by DA NANG
Special Sector and HOI AN,

3, Problem Areas

a. Coordination and clearance for use of supperting arms in the
southern sector of QUANG NaM Province remains somewhat cumbersom and time
consuming. Some improvement has been made during this period and effort

- 1s being exerted by this FSCC and the American advisors in HOI AN to

improve the difficulties encountered.

ENCLOSURE (1)

R Y e e

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

w* UNT CATIONS ~ELECTRONI CS

1. Significant Events, The subject period was devoted to evolving

the Division communication-electronics network from a tactical field
communication system to a combination of tactical and semi-permanent
system to compliment the enclave enviromment presently in being. In
anticipation of the displacement of the 3d Marine Division Headquarters
from the area occupied jointly by the Division Headquarters, III Marine
Amphibious Force Headquarters, and lst Marine Aireraft Wing Headquarters,
to the 3@ Marine Division Headguarters Comand Bunker, (3% miles west of
Da Nang Airfield) extensive pole line and cable construction was accome
plished. At the Burker site all communication facilities were prein-
stalled to asgist in the orderly displacement of the Headquarters,
Communication features included in the Bunker facility not nomally
peculiar to a Marine Division Headquarters operating in the field
included the installation of = complex of intercommunication systems
linking General and Special Siaf? Sections, This innovation permitted

apprz2iable reduction of local CP telephone calls.,
2., Problem Areas

&, Recelpt of repair parts for communication-eglectronics equipment
showed a slight increase during this period but not in sufficient quantities
to relieve to any appreciable degree the large backlog of deadlined comm-
elect equipment, The receipt of items as a result of the "Critipack"
program was primarily responsible for the slight gain made in this area,

b. The nonavailability of dry cell batteries (primarily BA-279's)
and Cable WD-1/TT in stock at the FLSG to meet current demands still
plagnes this Division. The stop-gap method of flying in on & priority
basis limited amounts of these items to meet immediate operational needs
is at best a tentous solution to a continuing problem,

c. The shertag: of Communication Officers MOS 2502, particularly
companv grade, is of concern. Thelr nonavailability requires the
asgiening of senicr staff NCO's to billets that are designated to be

filled by commissioned officers because of the responsibilities involved.

d. 9Special allowance requests for equipment continue to be received
by the Division as the expansion of the enclave TAOR's progresses. Such

cooniinetion with tne Popular Forces of RVN operating within our TACR,
ilso, aN/PRC-10 Radio Seis are requested to support more adequately the
deep patrolling wore sffectively within the TAOR and RAOR of all three
enclaves which are the respoasibllity of this Division.

7 ~ ENCLOSURE (1)
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CIVIL AFFATRS/CIVIC ACTION

Orders and bulletins published by this section during this reporbing
period are enclosed as follows:

(a) Division Order 5080.3

(b) Division Order 63201

{¢) Division Order P5080.1

(d) Division Bulletin 5080

1. OCivic Action -

i, Objective -

(1) The basic objective of the 3rd Marine Division Civic
ieoion comtimies to function under the provisions of Force Order

1750.1. The salient feature of the civic action effort remains the
same, Marines helping the people to help themgelves", This can
best be achieved by directing the Division's effort at erhancing
the prestige of the duly constituted local zovermente

Be Highlizhts

(1) Merble Mountain Cempaign

(a) This is zﬁpacifiéatiék.éf¥§}t cormeneing on 1 Nove
1965 which involves 9 villages of Hoa Vang District, Quang Nem
Province. Preliminary plonning commenced on 20 Oct. at the Mieu
Bong (017678) hoadquarters for the Vietunamese 59th Regional Force
Batteiion, The overall employment of this battalion and the
ultimate employnent of the People Action Teans (PATs) will be
supported by the civic action effort of the 9th Merines.

Coordination of the 9th Marines civic actIon support to this

pacification effort will be coordinated by the Rogimental Civil
Affairs Officer end supported by Division Civil AfFairse

(2) Com Ne Yen Ne New Lifc Hamlet

(a) Plons for the construction of & ow life hamlet for
383 families prosently living in Cem Ne Yen Ne Homlets, are being
formalized, This is a GVN effors, however, Marine Corps assistance
is being requested. One such requcst was for Engineer lielson. -
This request wos fulfilled” by buc Divisior Exnzincer Lt, Col. Lec.
This officer will coordinate Marine Corps assistence and provide
technical advice. 4 second request for a tractor to cormence
leveling of the proposed site (985675) will commence shortlye
Projress reporbs will be forthcuming. ’

(3) Operation Golden Flesce
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(2) This operation continuecd thru-out the zonth of Octy
and Marincs werc instruiontel in the harvesting in excess of 200,000
1bs of rice which without lMorinc Corps sccurity would nct have bcen
harvesbed by Pro-Govermient Victnamese. This operation provided:
not only physicel sccurity under which the harvest was conducted,
but it wes also supported by Marine Corps trucks, tractors, and
helicopters assisting in moving the rice to sccurcd storerodnse
This prosrem will be ropeated for 1966 and will be referred to as

"Golden Fleoceee ITIM,_ L o

Ce Prograous

(1) Opcration Cleft Palate/Hore-Lip

(a) Operation “cleft palate/harc-lip" continues to
assist a limited nunber of Victnamese children. There werc 2
opcrations conducted this period. This assistance 1s rendered
primerily by the chapleins by making nccessary arvengements for
trensportation, accomodation, and the actual operation in Scigon
and returne. The procedurcs for this operation assistance will be
the subjeet of a Division Order or bulletin,

() During this period the Division Aid Stations
treated a total of 34,300 Civilians on which treatments exceeded
this number by scveral thousands, Treafments would have far
cxcceded this fi urc had it rot beer fcr the monscon rains and
cxcossive floodinge This projram contimies to be most receptive by
the Victnamosc. Doods such o5 the Hoa Loc village (912818) case
where a mothor cind 2 childre.. wore flowm to Saison to correct a
scar which rcsulted fram & childhood- ascident, continues to impross
the Victnomese with the Merincs concem for the peoples

(3) Denbtal

(2) This is on initial report which introduces civie
action dental core into-the overall counterinsurgoncy cffort.
Through the guidence and offorts »f dhe Commanding Officer of the
3¢d Dental Company, dental cars is repidly convributing to the
dental health void which cidsted previously. In addition to
service, such as routine examinations, cxtractions, scaling, the
dental officers in the Hue-Phu 3al TAOR arc prosenting a scries of
20 lceturcs to the Huc Medical School students who arc flfth year

ncedical students.
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(b) Marings continue to teach English to interested
Vietnameses English is being taught at the following locations:
(518085) (525086) (515114) (519091) (500066) (995685) (88LT6T)
(946697)e ittendence will range from as few as 4 of 5 to as many
as 506 i

{c) Attendance at the MAC~V/USOM Advisory school in
Saigon included the Regimental Civil affeirs Officers from the
3vrd, Lth, 7th, ond 9th Morines. All participents indicated that
the 5 day school Octe 18-22, was cxcellent and provided an overalld viuows

of civie action Victnam.

(d) 1st Batbalion, lst Morines is repairing the Hoa
Thinh primary school (94970L)» This project is a rosult of a USHC
i1luminabion round burning dovm this school nnd its furnishingss: &
joint effort of USJM, Hoa Vang Disbtrict Chief, MAC-V Advisory Team
and USMC arc restoring this school. ]

(e) Hoodgquaerters Battalion commenced on 9 Oct, of
assisting the Vencrable Thich Thanh Huu, Buddhist chaplain of the
6th Infantry Regirment (ARVN), in constructing a Buddhist School,
Orphanase and Pagnda. (989786) The official bogimning for this
project got under way on 9 Oct. 1965 with a $200,00 donation from
the Division Chepel funds, Headguarters Battelion Civil Affairs
Officor is coordinoting this projects The corner dtone for the
clemontary schocl was laid on 18 Oct. with Division Chief of Staff
assisting. ] : —-

De Cormzunity Relations
(1) Gencral

(a) Txamples of closer relations that bonefit the
Victnemese and USMC con be seen in the following; Combined ustc/
Popular Forccs readblocks; providing furniture for the Chu Lai
dispensory and Pernoda; combined sporbs activitics; security for rice
narvest; combinucd success of a Combine hction Company (CiC) composed
of onc platoon of Marines and six platoons of Popular Forces; cordial
relations botween village chicfs and TAOR commonders being oxpressed
by dinner invitation a2s wos the case of the Villoge Chicf of Hoa
Hoi village (076708) inviiir, ¢ Battalion Cormending Officer and
Staff of lst Bati-iion, 9:l hroivzes to his home in order to express

appreciation for Marine acsistonce; Battalion Ccnmanding'Officer
o7 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marires invited %o the home of village Chief
of Hoa Tranh (908782) ~nd = combined Herine-Victnomese talent show
at Ky Ha Village (517112) whore Merines of lst Battelion, 4th
Marines presentod 7 acbs amd the Vietnemese presented 6 acts to a
combined audicres of 600 perples R .
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Dental core is being provided to Buddhist and Catholic orphanages
through out the entire Division TaOR as well as the meny villages,
hamlets and health coenters where dentel scrvice is coordinated with
the MEDCAP progreori. During this reporting period a dental hightight
wes tho reeont trip mede by 2 Dontal Officers and 2 Dentel
Technicians in comprny with Morine securify, were Tlown to a
ronete Victnomose Viliege o of Khe Sanh ncer the Laotian borcer by
helncopter, oscorted by fighter Air Croft. Those dlflCOI‘S and
¢nlistoed provided the following dental treatments: 44 cxaminations,
5l cxirachions, 1 filling, 2 scalings

Curing this period the 3rd Dental Company enlarged its scope of
o bﬂo;l and provided dortel troatmonts to 488 Victnamese.
yhoe conziched of- following: 488 cxaminations, 389
ractions, 144 Fillnrs, Ly root tips romoval, 21 scalings, 10

.l
.
X

St
-

hS

o
9-:'3 operative crootments, 1 pesicornivis trcatment, and 3 incision
and drainage.

=

(4) Hondclasp

(o) These supplics are beginning to be received in
lorger cuantities end during this poriod the division distributed
scveral tons of a vL,x’:LJEjr of cormoal’uev., Somc of thesc were:
dishcs, toys, beocks, sowing supplies, buttons, assorted can goods,
nisce. medical supplies, soap both hard ond llquld, candy, salt, and

assorted clething for children, adults @.n(l infants.

(5) Sozp
(2) This continues to be a most importent item which is
roquired on o cuitinuing boses. Division roccived from Hondclasp
and privatc donchions the following: 235_cascs of free s02p, 18
druns of hotcl size bars, both now and uscd, 15}000 burﬁsﬁmfrom both
militery organizatinrs cuch as M‘ srine Corps ‘Resorve and private
individuals, 12v0 cans of liguid soap.

(6) Fod

(a1 Tnore e 0. a focd sBuffs other than handclasp
itoms introduccd Gmi. tio avT L nction program. Division units
entoinus to dlstribulc f;iﬁr.,; 32 Loas of Catholic Rolicf Scrvice (CRS)
#-od sturfs issued desing ch 5cp_to:_‘1b0f rerortiog pqriod. Food
distribuiion nanllbnw dur ing this period cons: Atul of the 3rd
Battalion, ;bh Karines ot Yha Bal TACR assisting sever al hundred
displaced pors.ns nish 2007 lbs of cormocal, wheat, salt, eandy,

i miscellar.2oia it ems,

©

{
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1st B&utullOn, 4th Mdr_nos at Chu Lul TAOR assisted Vietnemeee
familics arriving into the battalion TACR from insccurc arcass In
addition this battalion also assisted families on Ky Hoa Island
(485105) with 2900 lbse of cormcal, Bulgap wheat ond candy; lst
Bettalion, 1st Marincs in the Da Nang TAOR provided feecding for
250 persons cvacuated from a villoge while conducting s swecpe

(7) C..‘LaR.E-

(a) CeheReEe is currently providing a Da Nang roprescentative
to assist in cxpediting C.iWR.B. conmoditics and provide technical
asgistance in the use of tools requested where such assistance is
requircd, o L e

(b) During this reporting period three CeiisReE.
requisitions were submitted for processings The following CedesReE.
cormodities were received: 300 notebocks, 150 pens, 150 rulers,
150 peneils, 300 crasers, 150 slates, 150 chalk bags, 100 packages
of ink, 8 ink wells. Thesc supplies were distributed through the
villoge chief and school mastor for the Islands of Ky Hoa (485105)
and Ky Xuan (500140).

(8) Clothing

(a) There worc 60 boxes and 6 balcs of assorbed clothing
reccived during this peoriode Distribution commenced inmediately
upon receipt of this clothing. With the advent of the Monsoon 7
scason it is anticipoted thot the clothing iltems will be received
by the Vietnomose ond used to provide a change of clothing during
the wet scason bub will also serve as materiel cloth which can be

reconstructed into blankcts. _

(9) Foreign Claoius

-

(a) A total of 66 claims werc submitted and 532,750
Piasters were paid to claimants during this pcriod. Claims
processing procedurcs are 1mnrov1ng in that the tine clement
between submission and payment of claims to claimants hos been
reduceds This cffort continues to be well rceeived by the Vietnamese,
Coordination with the dlstllcu Cthfu by the Division clodms
oFficer pricr tot pmyln @1m@ h@s gr adually developed ldto 3
."CLJJS dﬂ”‘ 5 o Hsagyafmns.

(10) SC"I(_?Q]—V‘: 23

, (a) Batt 1¢on EudC tlonal.DCleomxent occtlom {hlcﬁ wag. -
orgafiized by lat Bottalion, A4th Marines is a good ox;mplu of mit’
progréss in beriszting the overall education offort.
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Visd to villeges by Scnators, Representatives and Flag and General
Officers have impressed the Victnomesc with the importance of the
Victnomese people to the overall cguse in Vietnen,

(2) Morine Band
(a) The USMC Division Band played a concert at the
dedication ceromony of the Chu Lia village dispensarye (511051)
General Krulck wes in atbendancc.  £11 other concerts during this

period were porformed for Morine Corps orgenizations within IIT MAF.

(3) Sanitation ond Hoalth

(2) Contimucs to be stressed by oll units thru-out
Division TAOR's. 3rd Battalion, Abh Marines sprayed imscoticide’.
swerp arca at (081173) in addition, cammunity heads have becn
oracted at (881173), (912118) Construciion of shower faocilities at
Sam Hoi Hamlot (515114) and Yen Bac (980705) essist to toach better
health proccdurcs. -

(4) Holidays

() Thore werc no significant holidey celcbration during
this reporting period, however, preparation for the 1 Nov, 1965
holiday cclebrotion cof Mintional Doy is being undertaken during
this peried which morks the 2nd anniversary of the Dicm Regime
overthrow,

(5) "Hor within a War!

(2) The film "Wor within a Wer" o Civil affairs film
which depicts III MAF orgonlmations implemonting civic action was
shown thru-out the division subordinate commends. This film was
woll roceived by all units ond wes viewed by 3303 Marincs.

(6) Econcmy

(a) Populeted arces occupied by Marines have grown
economically through the catablishment of laundry service, barber
shops, concession and souvenir stonds through out all three enclaves.

P= -

(1) Ployrrounds R —

() Cormanding Officer of the. 3rd Anti Tonk Battalion
dedicnted the Yon Bac (985708) ployground on 29 Ocu. The
sermending Gerneral of the Zrd Division was in ettendance.

23 ENCLOSURE (1)

DECLASSIFIED



£

DECLASSIFIED

(b) Zonshruction and improvement in playgrounds discussed
in the last rcport conbinuese.

(2) Bridses/Paths/Security Fence/Roads

(a) Merincs assisted bridge and path projects at Sam Hai
(515114); A fonce project at in Tay Homlet (518085) and (525086);
road improvement into Duong Son (995685).

(3) Irrimation

(a) This cffort in assisting the irrigation of land
arcas is limited to climinating obstruction to netural water
drainage. In the course of military construction projects, where
the normel drainase noy cffcct small arcas or plots of cultivated
lands by flooding, Marines assist by eliminsting such obstructions,
3rd Battolion, Ath Morines assisted in the construction of 2 dike in
Loc Bon (937115)

(4) Anincl Husbandry

(a) 2nd Baotbtalion, Lth Marincs continuc to coordinate
and cncourase the Chu Lal Hog Co-oP. This ottempt is désigned to -
improve local pig stock. Viebnamese reluctant to attempt raising
U, S. Whitc hogs, however agreement has beon reached to cxperiment
with raising 5 of those White Us 5. Hogse

(5) Sick Coll Shelters

(a) Division units arc constructing sick call shclters
with the assistance of the Vietnamesc. One shelter has been completed

at Hoa Krvong (935725) ond another is under construction by the
Anti Tank Bobtolion in Yen Bac (985708), in other shelter complcted
located at the Thuy Plu Hamlet (913118).

(6) Goverrment

(a) There arc incrcosed efforts to support the existing
1local hamlet, village governments. BEstablishment of an Yarea
Sceurity Council! in the lst Bottalion, 9th Merines TAOR is an
example of mutual intercst which is exprossed by both the Marincs
and the village Chlefs of the area, to fim up'andréﬁbbgf%ﬁmaﬂtérs'
of mubtusl intecreste 4 recent problem was solved by this particular
council by clearing of Vendors from thc‘ééﬁtalion M.S.R.
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(7) General asnalysis

(2) Division civic action efforts attenpts to develop

prograns that will be rcsponsive to the needs of the rural population.

At tho present time the porsonal nceds of the Vietnamese people
particularly the rural population, for cxcceds the capability of
this division %5 fulPill. thesc needs. The impact of MEDCAP and
dental ossistence on the population have croated perssnal contoct
with a lorge segment of bthe populations This type of contact
portrays to the people a genulne interest on the part of the USMC
and the Wavy and contributcs greatly to winning over the rural
population. In other words this typce of program provides quick and
effcctive conbacts of a personal naturc.

Therefore, civic action should be aduinistered by progrars
which have a hich impzet and is within the copability of the unit
to carry oub the action to complotion. In this cormection the
proprans of comadity distribution, MEDC.P and dental core arc the
nost successful. This success is attributed to the fact that cach
of these activitics have a high inmpact and the civic action can be
jmplemented and conpleted quickly. Thercfore, one conclusion drawn
at this stage of civic action participati§£ is that, trends for
division programs conducted on the cloariﬁg and securing phascs of
rural construction vhich mect the criteria stated above are more
recoptive by the people and tend to moect @ith o greater dogree of
success in winnin~ friends. The lonjz term projects which require
continued supcrvisicn end neteriel assistance not normaily available
through civil affeirs channcls tond to losc somc of {heir sffects as
the end results arc not reodily forthcoming.

idditionnl stress will continuc to be placed on short term,
hifglt inpact and low cost type of projccts and programse

R~ - SR P ]
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DIVISION SURGEON
I. Staff Officers:

(1) CAPT H. S. ARNOLD, MC USN, Division Surgeion, Capt ARNOLD
relieved CAPT W. A. WULFMAN, MC USN, on 7 Oct 1965,

(2) Divigion Medical Administrative Officer; CMDR L. W. GAY MSC, USN.

1I. Average monthly strength during the period (Bivigion Level)

Medical Officer 77
'MSC Officers 11
Hospital Corpsmen 1236

I1I. Enlisted medical department personnel menning level remains close
to T/0 including all reinforcing elements,

IV. Medical and Dental Support: Detailed reports are sutmitted by

3d Medical Battalion and its component companies. The Medical Supply
is included under FLSG reports. The Medical Supply picture continues to
improve., Machine accounting becomes more sophisticated as time goes by.

— P
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. HEADQUARTEES
'~ '3d Marine Division (Rein), FMF.
.~ .. FPO San Francisco 96601 ’

- 3:DPW:af
- 3120.1

| © 27 Oct 1965

From: Commanding Gemeral - = | v

To: Commanding ‘Generg!l,' III Marine Amphibious Force .

Subj: GOLDEN FLEECE Operations |

1. The foilos‘#i_n_‘gv report ‘is submitted on harvest protection and control >conductac'l

under the gemeral name of GOLDEN FLEECE Operations. ,

2, GOLDEN FLEECE Operations commenced in early September 13965 in the coastal

area of the DA NANG TAOR, when the 1lst Bn, 9th Marines, in cooperation with local
civil authorities, began military protection of harvesters who reported

harrassment and confiscation by Viet Cong elements. Patrol clashes with VC were
_encountered on 8 September 1965, with company and battallon size VC units encountered

on 9 and 10 September.
3. By 13 September, all major VC units had been driven from the area and security

was baing provided by multiple squad and platoon sise patrols. In addition,

and again in coordination with civil authorities, special measures were taken

on population dontrol, Village sweeps and road check points were used to clear

the area of unauthorised or suspsct. civilians, 723 eivilians were interrogated

on 13 September, and 33 apprehended as VCS. VC reaction to thsse moves was
terrorist mining of ripened rice paddies from which they had been denied, This

was first encountered on 16 September in the lst Bn, 9th Marines area, One USNC

LV? was damaged by a mine that day, and reports received that 20 VC were laying mines
in the area. Platoon size patrols, with enginser personnel, began providing security
and mine svweeps of roads and paddy lands. In spite of these efforts, several
harvesters and RF/PF/PAT personnel were killed or injured in mined rice fields
during the period 1621 Septexber, .

4. on 18 Septesber, because of reports that rice confiscated by the VC was being
moved south by boat to avoid land patrols and check points, a series of river

cheek points and night ambushes were established to deny the enemy this means
or‘t:mapcrtat_.ior;. : o , S

5, By 19 September, the rice fields in the vieinity of the CA-DE SONG, 3d Marines .
. area, were ripening, GOLDEN FLEECE operations were extended to the CA LE SONG river
‘basin, utilising experience obtained in the coastal region. This, coupled with the
generally less intense Viet Cong activity in the northern DA NANG sector, permitted
highly effective harvest conirol measures throughout the pericd 19-30 September.

In addition to an effective harvest of covered areas, friendly VN groups were trans-
ported to areas on the edge of the TAOR where they harvested large quantities of
Tice from their former fields under military protection. This harvest was trans-
ported back to # safe area by LVT and helicopter. ‘

6, Villagers throughout the DA NANG area become confident of the protective.
measures developed and the perio& after 20 September saw an intensified and in-
creasingly effective harvest, ‘ :

4

7. As VC contacts were redueid'by protactive masures and aggressive patrolling,
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_operations were extended to locste the caches of rice previocusly seized by the VC and

stored locally wntil it could be transported out of the area, Two tons of rice were
found by lst Battalion, 9th Marines on 22 September and tumsu ever to the HOA.VANG
District Headquarters for disposition, Another cache of three tons was found on

. 10 Getober, Other caches located included rice stored in 55 gallon drums, in houses
. of sympathizeps, and in temporary shelters in the hill areas, Where these stores

could be removed; they were tumed over to local civil authorities. 300 bushels were
destroyed in the hills by a Reconnalssance Battalion patrol on 6 October; smaller =
caches were destroyed by deeprpatrols south of the 9th Mariries main positions,

9, By early October, harvest operations began in tl’;e CHU LAL are'a.' 24 Battalion,

Lith Marines provided a rifle company to cover the harvest of a valley ares forward

of the main positions, Over a four day verind, ti:a antire vallay was hervasted

.« without incident, ride.brought’ batklto accentral: storsge area protacted by:a 1geal

RF platoon, Patrols searcned for and located VC rice caches, destroying them in
place, 3d Battalion, 34 Marines tumed over two tons of seized rice to local author- -
ities on 14 October, and destroyed a large store of salt in place.

for 10, By miduodtobér,’a psychologiéalwar;farc offort was mede to ex;ﬁloit th‘o. sucéass o’

QOLDEN FLEECE operations, Oriented on the CHJ LA area, where harvest cperabions were
prineipally in progress, the theme of comparing families under GVN and families under
the VG under hamvest conditions was developed and exploited by pamphlets and posters.

11, By the end of Octobey, some GOLDEN FLEECE operations continued in the CHU LAI
endlave, oentered on the 4th Marines area, Harvesting had been 1argely completed in
the DA NAMG area, One company (E/2/k) maintained security over a harvest area beyond
the main battle positions during the period 23.27 October, and the completion of this’
rice harvest esseatially temiinated GOLDEN FLERCE operations as a major effort,

12, The total amount of rice coliected, or denied the Viet Cong, is not assessable on
the Divigion level, Reports involving tonnage, bushels, amtrac or helicopter loads,
cube and container, hive been variously received, One cos site ostimate, regibved
Pror the HOA VAN® District Headquarters, reports 80,000 kilos of rice obbalned through

- GOLDEN FLEECE operitions in that District.

13. GOLBEN %Eﬁéﬁ,'is ldorisi&e‘i‘ed. to Have beeh & highly successful operation, proguding
benefits well beyond the amount of rige obtained, The VC were defeated and discredited

- in thelr unsuceessful efforte to obtain or disrupt tha rice harvest, Cooperation
+between.US, ARVN, and GVN elements, as well as with the goneral pitigenry, was notable.
- The powéyr and sffectiveness of U, 8. military forces was amply demonstrated, and U, S.

concetn for the welfure and protection of VN people will have a lasting effect in the
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COMMENTS ON GOLDEN FLEECE

"Golden Fl#4ce" is not all "shining and bright". There are
certain adpects of the system (at least during 1965) which

are deplorable and provide the Viet Cong with effective prop-
aganda. Erge it makes the operation so much more difficult

to ‘¢onduct. "A certain portion of the rice which is legitimately
harvested, and protected by the Marines; winds up in the pockets
of certain local officials. The farmers have no way of legally
complaining; the rice is given to a local official for safe-keep-
ing.” He siphons off a certai gercentageo Its the old oriental
"squeeze"” and is'riothing new. Now, however, his "]ost" rice be
ébMés'riée'ﬁhéﬁﬁtﬁé”ﬁafiﬁéﬁ”are'guilty of stealing. There is no
open’ accusations just sullen resentment. The lesal offieial in-
"vélved will even keep thig information (the resentment of the
farmers) from USMC ears. He does not want us investigating the
system. But this is backlash propaganda, and serves the V.C,

Based on 1965 "Golden Fleece" experience, what is needed is a
leaflet/letter, signed by Province Leaders’ or other responsible
and recognized leaders stating the purpose of the operation, and
that the Marines are involved specifically at the request of GVN
authorities, In 1965, V.C. propaganda dwellad on the fact the
Marines were tonfiscating the rice of thé villages, without GVN
permission. ‘ S ‘

Recommend that some "chit system" be developed g0 that when rice
is confiscated from villages because the supply is excess of the
allowed amount, villages may have some way of receiving credit
for their loss. Tax credit would be one way. Marines confiscate
this excess rice which is what the GVN orders but in many cases
thls rice is not V€ rice, but is in excess quantities because the
villageras (1) lack transport. (2) honestly fear GVN confiscation
if the rice is brought to a market place. (3) VO patrols interdict
the movement of the rice, Confiscation without "chit credit"
provides the VC with good PsyWar material. Thie is operational
matter, but of prime interest to our PsyWar Program,

In 1965, the areas in which "Golden Fleece" proceeded most smog-
thly were those in which we emphasized that the Marines and farm-
ers were working as a team. We went to great leangths to demonst-
rate that the Marines were there to help and guard the peopje,

and te insure that the Marines were not acting as if they were
prison-chasers assigned over the farmers. This is important if

we want cooperation., Some periodic demonstration of his team image
is necessary - C/A can usually arrange some activity that ean be
utilized for the occasion, , .
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The influx of new, "eutside” VC troops can serve our interests.
Last year, the rice tﬁ%t the VC tried to get would go to feed
mostly local VC forces, many of them from this area, therefore
the people; to varying degrees, were in sympathy with the VC.

The VC emphasized that thig food was required to support the

total effort, and all reference to the food ultimately going to

VC base area in the mountains were deliberiately avoided. A

local boy, now a member of the VC, coming to his hamlet and
appealing for food for himself and other local men, was an eff-
ective device for the VO to utilize. This year is a little diff-
erent. The presence of V€ units from other areas is known both

to us and to the logal villagers (see ITT prisoner interogations
of local suspects). With proper exploitation the presenge of

large numbers of strangers among thé VC, robs the V€ rice collect-
ion efforts of the local appeal. Djffererices of all types, prov-
incial; national, etc. should be peinted out and emphasized.
"North Vietnamese Rice goes to feed the Chinese {see recent news
stories) South VietnameseRice is confiscated by the VC to replace
rice given to China", might be a productive theme. .
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