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1 Dec to 31 Dec 1965
List of Supporting Documents

1. Diw SitRope Dec 1965, 209.039
2. Div Journal Dec 1965
3. Miv FSCC Journal Dec 1965
4. Div Daily Report of Battle and Non Battle Casualty
5. Civil Affairs
6. WIP Visits to 3d Marine Division
7. Div Operation Orders Issued in Dec 1965

UNITS COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
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13. lst 8" How (with 12th Mar)
14. 3d MT Bn
15. 3d Recon Bn
16. 3d Med Bn
17. 1st AmTrae Bn
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19. 3d Engr Bn
20. Hq Bn, 3d Mar Div
21. 9th MT Bn
22. 1st For Recon Co
23. 3d SP Bn
24. 3d AT Bn
25. 2d Bin, 1st Mar
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From: Commanding General 
To: C.ommandant of the Marine Corps (Code AOJI) 
Via: Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force 

G.ommanding General, Fleet Marine Forc:e, P.w:'Iific 

Subj: Command Chronology of the 3d Marine Division (-) (Rein) for 
the month of December 1965. 

Ref: (a)}:CO .5750.2 
(b) CG FMFPAC mag 25194Z_Aug 65 

Ene 1: J(1) 3d Mar Div (~)(Rein) Conmand Chronology for the perioo 
1-31 December 1965. 

1. In accordance with the provisions of references (a) .and (b), 
enclosure (1) is submitted. 
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HEADQUARTERS
3d Marine Division (Rein) FMF

FPO San Francisco 96601
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Ser 0061-66
17 February 1966

SECRET

From: Commanding General
Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code A03D)To:

Via: Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force
Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Subj: Command Chronology of the 3d Marine Division (-) (Rein) for
the month of December 1965.

(a) MCO 5750.2Ref:
(b) CG FMFPAC msg 251942 Aug 65

(1) 3d Mar Div (-) (Rein) Command Chronology for the periodEncl:
1-31 December 1965.

1. In accordance with the provisions of references (a) and (b),
enclosure (1) is submitted.

2. This letter is downgraded to unclassified upon removal of
enclosure (1).

Lie J December
LEO J. DULACKI
Chief of Staff

8 copies
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290 928

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• • SECRET 

0RGANIZATION DATA SHEET 

THIRD MARINE DIVISION (REINFORCED), FLEET MARINE FORCE 

COMMAND CHRONOIOOY FOR THE PERIOD I DECEMBER 196.5 TO 31 DECEMBER 1965 

SUBMITTED FEBRUARY 1966 

rhOM THE DIVISION COMMAND POST BUNKER (AT 957751) 

VA NANG, HEI-UBUG OF VIET NAM 

Cu~iDING QENERAL 

MAJOR GENERAL LEWIS W. WALT, U. S. J.1AAINE CORPS 

.A~);;;ISTIili1 DIVISION 90MMANDER 

BtUGADIER GENERAL MELVIN D. HENDERSON, USMC 1-10 .i)ECENBili 1965 

.t3!tlGADIEl:t GENERAL IJ.)vlELL E. ENGLISH~ miMe 22-31 DECEMBER 1965 

~TANT DIVISIGN COl"lfANPER, CHU LAX 

rltUlhWU':.tt G.t<:NlliAL JONAS M. PLATT, USMC 

,CHIEF' OJ.<' Slh,Fl" 

COLONEL OONAW w. SHERI"LAN, USMC 

GENEltAL 5TA1<'.lt' 

AS;5ISTANT CHIEF Oli' ST.ll"F, G_l CC LONEL ROBER'!' W·. POR.T, U SMCR 

ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G_2 U1ilJrENANT COWNELRICHARD J. SCHRIVER, USMC 

AS:31~TANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G-3 COl1,NEL OON P. WYCKOFF, USMC 

AS~UbTANT CHIBF OF STAFF, G_4 COLONEL FRANK R. WILKINSON, JR. t USMC 

ASiJISTANT CHIEF uF STAFF. 0-5. HA,JOR JeiHN GOLIA, USf1C 

ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, COMPTROLLER, COLONEL E. M. STIMSON, USMC 
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ORGANIZATION DATA SHEET

THIRD MARINE DIVISION (REINFORCED), FLEET MARINE FORCE

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY FOR THE PERIOD I DECEMBER 1965 TO 31 DECEMBER 1965

SUBMITTED FEBRUARY 1966

FROM THE DIVISION COMMAND POST BUNKER (AT 957751)

DA NANG, REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM

COMMANDING GENERAL

MAJOR GENERAL LEWIS W. WALT, U. S. MARINE CORPS

ASSISTANT DIVISION COMMANDER

BRIGADIER GENERAL MELVIN D. HENDERSON, USMC 1-10 DECEMBER 1965

BRIGADIER GENERAL LOWELL E. ENGLISH, USMC 22-31 DECEMBER 1965

ASSISTANT DIVISION COMMANDER, CHU LAI

BRIGADIER GENERAL JONAS M. PLATT, USMC

CHIEF OF STAFF

COLONEL DONALD W. SHERMAN, USMC

GENERAL STAFF

ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G_1 COLONEL ROBERT W. PORT, USMCR

ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G-2 LIEUTENANT COLONEL RICHARD J. SCHRIVER, USMC

ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G-3 COLONEL DON P. WYCKOFF, USMC

ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G_4 COLONEL FRANK R. WILKINSON, JR., USMC

ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G-5, MAJOR JOHN COLIA, USMC

ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, COMPTROLLER, COLONEL E. M. STIMSON, USMC
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roBORDINATE UNITS 

Headquarters Battalion (Rein) 

3d Marine Regiment (.,,) (Rein) 

4th Marine Regiment ("") (Rein) 

7th Marine Regiment (=) (Rein) 

9th Marine ~giment (..,) (Rein) 

12th Marine Regiment (Rein) 

Jrd Anti=Tank Battalion (Rein> 

3rd Engineer Battalion (Rein) 

Jrd Medical Battalion (ltein) 

Jrd Motor 'J.'ransport Battalion (Rein) 

;ro B.,tconnaissance Battalion (Rein) 

lst Amphi~ian Tractor :aattali~ ~1tein) 

)rd Tank Battalion (Rein) 

Jrd ~hor8 Party Battalion (Rein> 

2 

• 
COMMANDING omCERS 

Major John E... WATSON, USMC 

Col TheIl H • .FISHER, USMC 

Col Janes F. McCLANAHAN, U~MC 

Col Oscar F. PEATROOS, USMC 

Sol John E. GORMAN, USMt: 

Col James M. CALIENDlm. USMC 

LtCol Bruce A.... HEFLIN. USMC 

Lt~ol Nicholas J. DENNIS,USHC 
I 

Cmdr' Almon Co w,n,SON. (HC) ,USI 

Major Freddie J. BAKER, USMC 

LtCollioy R. VAN CLEVE, USMC 

!.tCol William D. POMEROY. USMC 

LtCol Milton L.- RAffiAEL, USMC 

Kajar oJ ohn M. DEAN, USMC 

SEatET 
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COMMANDING OFFICERSSUBORDINATE UNITS

Headquarters Battalion (Rein) Major John E. WATSON, USMC

Col Thell H. FISHER, USMC3d Marine Regiment (o) (Rein)

Col James F. McCLANAHAN, USMC4th Marine Regiment (-) (Rein)

Col Oscar F. PEATROSS, USMC7th Marine Regiment (-) (Bein)

9th Marine Regiment (-) (Rein) Col John E. GORMAN, USMC

Col James M. CALLENDER, USMC12th Marine Regiment (Bein)

LtCol Bruce A HEFLIN, USMC3rd Anti-Tank Battalion (Rein)

Lt 01 Nicholas J. DENNIS,USMC3rd Engineer Battalion (Rein)

Cmdr Almon C. WILSON, (MC),USN3rd Medical Battalion (Rein)

3rd Motor Transport Battalion (Rein) Major Freddie J. BAKER, USMC

LtCol boy R. VAN CLEVE, USMC3rd Beconnaissance Battalion (Rein)

Lt601 William D. POMEROY, USMC1st Amphibian Tractor Battalion (Roin)

3rd Tank Battalion (Rein) LtCol Milton L. RAPHAEL, USMC

Major John M. DEAN, USMC3rd Shore Party Battalion (Rein)
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HQBN 
3d Marines 
4th Marines 
7th Marines 
9th Marines 
12th Marines 
3d AT Bn 
3d Engr Bn 
3d ,MErl Bn 
3d Ml' Bn 
3d ReCon'~ 
1st AmTrac Bn 
3d Tank Bn 
Jd'SP Bn 

TOTAL-" 

• 
DECLASSIFIED 

164 
131 

92 
135 
14'7 
217 
20 
36 
3 
17 
29 
34-
31 
27 

1083 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
Enlisted 

1636 
3232 
2165 
3116 
4040 
3461 
457 
976 
149 
322 
4)1 
9.50 
(l8 
563 

22216 

Enclosure (1) 
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AVERAGE STRENGTH DURING DECEMBER

EnlistedOfficersUnit

1636164HQBN
32321313d Marines
21654th Marines 92
31161357th Marines
40401479th Marines
346121712th Marines
457203d AT Bn
976363d Engr Bn
14933d Med Bn
322173d MT Bn
431293d Recon' Bn
950341st AmTrac Bn
718313d Tank Bn
563273d SP Bn

222161083TOTAL
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DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
a. PERSONNEL AND ADMINIsrRATION 

(l).. Casualties sustained during the month included: 65 rut 12 DOW, 
51~ WIA; 1 MIA, 17 non-battle deaths, 2 non-b8ott1e casualties, and 3 
: '. ;,ng .. 

(2) • 26 officers and 812 enlisted persormel were rotated to CONUS. 
In addition, 7 officers and 296 enlist~d personnel were transferred 
a8 non-batt1e casualties to Cmdp Butler)) Okinawa; 14 officers and 187 
enlisted. personnel were transferred h7 SRos as battle casualties. 

(3). IncOJdng draft personnel arriving'during the period totaled 
16 officers and 1265 enlisted personnel~ 

(4). During December., 93 Purple Heart» 5 Silver star, 29 Bronze Sta.r 
and 16 Navy COlllmendation Medal.s were presented. Additionally, 44-
Purple Heart Medals were forwarded to units for presentation. 

(5) 0 35 Commissions to Second Lieutenant from Wa.rrant O.fficer and 78 
Temporary- appointments to Fil."Bt Lieutenant were received and forward­
ed to units for presentationo 

b. POSTAL 

(lL During December, the Directory Section readdressed am forwarded 
1»405 pounds of letter mail and 260489 pounds of all other classes o.f 
mail.. This was more than tviceB.s much· directory nan as was process­
ed during the preceding 30 days. 

(2). or the 18 558,933 pounds ot mall received trom out-of~country-, 
during the month ot December, 223~356 pounds represented mail generat­
ed by OPERATION rnRISTKAS STAR and its satellite programs. The distri­
bution of this mail» in the IJaUang enclave, was •• Burned by the In MAP 
Chaplain's Sectio~ assisted by ~esignated Division postal clerks. 
Mail of this nature for the Chu Lai and Phu Bai enclaves was forward­
ed, via Jldl,itary- postal channels 1 to Gbaplains in those areas for 
equitab1e distribution. 

(3).. On 3 December 1965, the 3d Marine Division received its first 
shiIDent of parcel post mail directly from a ship instead of via Sai­
gon.. No otf-l.oading or distribution pr~ema were encountered and it 
was noted that the mail was received in better condition than when re­
ceived da Saigon.. This lBB attributed to less handling and lesa 
exposure to the elements o This first shipment consisted of approxi­
mately 629000 pounds 0 Information recently received from FPO SFran 
indicates that the bulk of such mail will now be routed direct to l)a­
Nang and, depending on the a'Y8.ilabi1ity ot conexe6, all IOO.ils for 
Vietnam will be oonexed prior to dispatch from CONUSo This procedure 
should .further deerea_a the amount ot d.amage and delay previously 
experienced ~ ~cansito 
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a. PERSONNEL AND ADMINISTRATION

(1). Casualties sustained during the month included: 65 KIA, 12 DOW,
513 WIA, 1 MIA, 17 non-battle deaths, 2 non-battle casualties, and 3

ng.

(2). 26 officers and 812 enlisted personnel were rotated to CONUS.
In addition, 7 officers and 296 enlisted personnel were transferred
as non-battle casualties to Camip Butler, Okinawa; 14 officers and 187
enlisted personnel were transferred by SR's as battle casualties.

(3). Incoming draft personnel arriving during the period totaled
16 officers and 1265 enlisted personnel.

(4). During December, 93 Purple Heart, 5 Silver Star, 29 Bronze Star
and 16 Navy Commendation Medals were presented. Additionally, 64
Purple Heart Medals were forwarded to units for presentation.

(5). 35 Commissions to Second Lieutenant from Warrant Officer and 78
Temporary appointments to First Lieutenant were received and forward-
ed to units for presentation.

b. POSTAL

(1). During December, the Directory Section readdressed and forwarded

1,405 pounds of letter mail and 26,489 pounds of all other classes of
mail. This was more than twice as much directory mail as was process-
ed during the preceding 30 days.

(2). of the 1,558,933 pounds of mail received from out-of-country,
during the month of December, 223,356 pounds represented mail generat-
ed by OPERATION CHRISTMAS STAR and its satellite programs. The distri-
bution of this mail, in the DaNang enclave, was assumed by the III MAF

Chaplain's Section, assisted by designated Division postal clerks.
Mail of this nature for the Chu Lai and Phu Bai enclaves was forward-
ed, via military postal channels, to Chaplains in those areas for

equitable distribution.

(3). On 3 December 1965, the 3d Marine Division received its first
shipment of parcel post mail directly from a ship instead of via Sai-
gon. No off-loading or distribution problems were encountered and it
was noted that the mail was received in better condition than when re-
ceived via Saigon. This was attributed to less handling and less
exposure to the elements. This first shipment consisted of approxi-
mately 62,000 pounds. Information recently received from FPO SFran
indicates that the bulk of such mail will now be routed direct to Da-
Nang and, depending on the availability of conexes, all mails for
Vietnam will be conexed prior to dispatch from CONUS. This procedure
should further decrease the amount of damage and delay previously
experienced in transit.
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• 
(.4)" In spite of limited personnel and facilities at the Chu Lai Termi­
nal Post Office,9 that activity recehed a totAl of 592,.32.3 pounds of 
mill9 and difJpa.t.ehed a total of 1419605 pounds;! during the month of Decem­
bor.. The direct receipt and diapatch or wa1l8 at. Chu. Lai considerab4r re­
duced the strain on the already overtaxed facilities at the Main Post 
Orfice situated at DaNango 

(5) 0 Considerabl.e damage of in<:o~g mail lfa_B noted 0 ]he main Di vis-
ion Post Office rewrapped app:roxima.te~ 1»500, of these parcels that were 
damaged. to the extent that they could not be ha.ncileP. a.ny further unless 
such a service was affordedo This ftWIN "If 19500 does not include par­
cels that were received with minor d8Jlllt.ge and. were o~ temporarily' re­
inforced with t~ and/or tape to penttit furth~r dispat<$ to the add­
ressees 0 AJ.though a cOruJiderable amount of' parcels ms:y have been dam­
aged. as the result of mail not being conexed.l' it was noted that the 
majority o.t the damaged parcels were ~roperly pa.ckaged prior to mailing. 

" ~ 

(6)" Themail handling facilities throughout the command have been 
considerably improvedo All u,nit post offices are now housed in strong... 
backed tents and have been provided ample working space which permits 
the mails to be protected from the elementso The double Butler build=. 
iU,S under construction to house the main Dirlsion Post Office has 
~. been oomplet~ but due to the heavy volume of mail receind dur-
1Jig this period, it was necessary to utilize the bui.lding for recei V= 

ing and dispatching mail during the period 16=31 December. 

c. SPECIAL SERVIGK...§ 

(1) 0 The division stock ot :recreation equipmtl)nt and athletic clothing 
improved during Dc:u::em'berQ Ot speCial note were the Christmas trees and. 
decorations received and distrlbllted throughout the division during the 
period 17 - 2.3 Dec~erQ 15 9800 paperback qooks were issued. 

(2)0 The pre8ent. status of the )i Marine Qivision account is~ 

Balance of Appropriated Funds $ 50»000.00 
Balance of Non=&ppropriated. Funds 235 0000 .. 00 
Equi}l!llent Issued during Dec 1965 15i>1l9 .. 00 
Equipnent Reeeived during 1>«: 1965 6»693.00 
Equipu.ent still on order l:lhOOO .. OO 

(.3).. During DeeeiD.bel"g Specia.1. ~rrl.ces, proce513~ Harines for six R&R 
programs; Okinawaj 5a.igon» Hong Kong» Bangkok9 Taiwan j and Tokyo. Tolqo 
was added to the program on 22 Decembero Saigop R&R was cancelled twice 
during the month aeause of VC activity or tho possibility of such as in 
the period over the Christmas holidays;, The personnel figures for R&R 
participation during December are: 

901 persoxme1 
77 It 

174 11 

.368 11 

94 n 

Oldnawa 
Saigon 
Hong Kong 
Bangkok 
Taiwan 
Toqo 

Total 

5 

~ 
II 
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(4). In spite of limited personnel and facilities at the Chu Lai Termi-
nal Post Office, that activity received a total of 592,323 pounds of

mail, and dispatched a total of 141,605 pounds, during the month of Decem-

ber. The direct receipt and dispatch of mails at Chu. Lai considerably re-
duced the strain on the already overtaxed facilities at the Main Post
Office situated at DaNang.

(5). Considerable damage of incoming mail was noted. The main Divis-
ion Post Office rewrapped approximately 1,500 of these parcels that were

damaged to the extent that they could not be handled any further unless

such a service was afforded. This figure of 1,500 does not include par-
cels that were received with minor damage and were only temporarily re-
inforced with twine and/or tape to permit further dispatch to the add-
ressees. Although a considerable amount of parcels may have been dam-

aged as the result of mail not being conexed, it was noted that the

majority of the damaged parcels were improperly packaged prior to mailing.

(6). The mail handling facilities throughout the command have been

considerably improved. All unit post offices are now housed in strong-
backed tents and have been provided ample working space which permits
the mails to be protected from the elements. The double Butler build-

ing under construction to house the main Division Post Office has

not been completed, but due to the heavy volume of mail received dur-

ing this period it was necessary to utilize the building for receiv-

ing and dispatching mail during the period 16-31 December.

c. SPECIAL SERVICES

(1). The division stock of recreation equipment and athletic clothing
improved during December Of special note were the Christmas trees and
decorations received and distributed throughout the division during the

period 17 - 23 December, 15,800 paperback books were issued.

(2). The present status of the 3d Marine Division account is:

$ 50,000.00Balance of Appropriated Funds
235,000.00Balance of Non-appropriated Funds
15,119.00Equipment Issued during Dec 1965
6,693.00Equipment Received during Dec 1965

133,000.00Equipment still on order

(3). During December, Special Services processed Marines for six R&R

programs; Okinawa, Saigon, Hong Kong, Bangkok, Taiwan, and Tokyo. Tokyo
was added to the program on 22 December. Saigon R&R was cancelled twice

during the month because of VC activity or the possibility of such as in
the period over the Christmas holidays. The personnel figures for R&R

participation during December are:

901 personnelOkinawa
N77Saigon
If174Hong Kong

368 If
Bangkok

94 "Taiwan
92 If

Tokyo
1706Total

5
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• 
(4). Several USOshows toured the division qnits. The names p dates p 
and audience involwd wereg . 

Martha Ray'e 
Hugh O'Brien 
Eddie Fisher 
Vietnamese D~ Group 
130b Hope 

d. FIELD EXCEANGES 

9 - 17 Dec 
U -13 nec 
17 ~ 19 nec 

. 23 .", 25 Dec 
- 29 Dec 

2500 
2500 
2000 
1000 
9000 

(1). A new Exchange Site was opened in the 7th Engr Bn area on 6 
Dec 1965. It is situated temp<>~~ in a hard. back tent .. pending 
constractlon of a tin roofed building.. Customer response has been 
excellent. 

(2)0 The construct:Lon of a ButJ.er B~ in the Divisi~ He~dquart­
era Area was cl)1!Ip14ed on 23 Dec 1965 and the Store waa officially 
opened hI' :a.ri.slGen ENGLISH on .26 Dec 1965.. Customer response is ex­
cellent and the 8a1~s capacity i8 roughly' quadruple that ot the former 
location in the III KAF aroa. Night ope~tri.ng hours were establish­
ed by the Exchange Officer to accomodate Marines who cannot get to the 
ExOhange during daylight hOurBo 

'. 

(3L A 1962 Ford c~~cial ~:..a.~~wa5 reeeived and Will be utilized 
as a Mobile Exchange .. 

e. llilQRMATlONAL SERVICES 

(1).. Press coverage at 3I'd Harlne Dln.siop. &etivitie~ consisted. ot 
117 newsg feature and home'hpwn releases iohrough the. Combat Inrorma.­
tion Bureau at In Marine Amphibious Fl)rc6o 

(2). The moat ~ignif'icant operational coverage was "Operation Hal"­
yest Hoon." A total ot thirteen r~lea8e~ rosulted. 

(:3). other coverage during the month included civil affairs programea 
htmJ!l.n interest storif'JS g unique in~idents throughout the 3m Marine 
DirlBion and personal experiences ot Marines invol~d :in combat opera­
tions again8t the Viet Congo 

(4)0 During the month numerous Christmas caros and packages were re~ 
a.iwd !'rom indiYidu.a18 and eivic groups in the UZi1ted States. All 
oards were equally distributed among 3rd. Marine Division units 0: A 
lar. majority of the packages were aent to ItC" Compa.ny~ 3rd Hedica1 
Battalion for distribution to the sick and wounded. 

(5). Informational- Services now hae a. writer assigned to every in­
fantry b&ttalion under the operational control of the 3rd. Karine 
DiYisiono 

ENCl.OSURE (1) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

(4). Several USO shows toured the division units. The names, dates,
and audience involved were:

25009 - 17 DecMartha Raye
250011 - 13 DecHugh O'Brien
200017 - 19 DecEddie Fisher
100023 - 25 DecVietnamese Drama Group
9000- 29 DecBob Hope

d. FIELD EXCHANGES

(1). A new Exchange Site was opened in the 7th Engr Bn area on 6

Dec 1965. It is situated temporarily in a hard back tent, pending
construction of a tin roofed building. Customer response has been

excellent.

(2). The construction of a Butler Building in the Division Headquart-
ers Area was completed on 23 Dec 1965 and the Store was officially
opened by Brig/Gen ENGLISH on 26 Dec 1965. Customer response is ex-

cellent and the sales capacity is roughly quadruple that of the former

location in the III MAF area. Night operating hours were establish-

ed by the Exchange Officer to accomodate Marines who cannot get to the

Exchange during daylight hours.

(3). A 1962 Ford commercial van was received and will be utilized

as a Mobile Exchange.

INFORMATIONAL SERVICESe.

(1). Press coverage of 3rd Marine Division activities consisted of

117 news, feature and hometown releases through the Combat Informa-

tion Bureau of III Marine Amphibious Force.

(2). The most significant operational coverage was "Operation Har-

vest Moon." A total of thirteen releases resulted.

(3). Other coverage during the month included civil affairs programs,
human interest stories, unique incidents throughout the 3rd Marine

Division and personal experiences of Marines involved in combat opera-
tions against the Viet Cong.

(4). During the month numerous Christmas cards and packages were re-

ceived from individuals and civic groups in the United States. All

cards were equally distributed among 3rd Marine Division units. A

large majority of the packages were sent to "C" Company, 3rd Medical

Battalion for distribution to the sick and wounded.

(5). Informational Services now has a writer assigned to every in-

fantry battalion under the operational control of the 3rd Marine

Division.
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(1)Q In keeping with the polic,y of playing for all units at least 
once each monthf) the band presented Christmas concerts- throughout the 
commando In conjunction with the Civic Action program, concerts were 
given at various Vietnamese orphanages and. school.s. 

(2) • A program is underway to organize a Drum and Bugle Corps and a 
Variety Show 0 Progress is Blow due to non avail.&b1llty of rehearsal 
time tor the individuals roncerned o 

ENCWWRE (l) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

f. BAND

(1). In keeping with the policy of playing for all units at least
once each month, the band presented Christmas concerts throughout the
command. In conjunction with the Civic Action program, concerts were
given at various Vietnamese orphanages and schools.

(2). A program is underway to organize a Drum and Bugle Corps and a
Variety Show. Progress is slow due to non availability of rehearsal
time for the individuals concerned.
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a. Oparatio;:l B.UV.li:ST MOON, ClUllG TIH'"'QUANG NAM ProvincesI' I/CTZ 9 

BeIJi.\Pl1G. of Vietnam\)· 6~20 ~cember-1965.. OJl8ra.tion HARUfn' MOON wa.s a 
ooordina.Wd USMC-.lliiN grOund cp9ra.~.m lalm'ill\hed to seek' out and destroy 
Viet Con.g' elements ii-the vioinity of QUi1 SONeoVm!No It was a1&o plan­
ned as a. spoiling atta.ck since numerous reports had been received tha.t 
the Viet Cong planned to attl.lckQUi SON D:ia'i'.ril,J'~ Headquarters. In addi­
tion to lci08l1. forces and guerrill.a..s g Viel (k,ng units in the area were 
estime.ted to be the 11ri; Viet Cong Regiment l' the 70th Main Fvr~.Q Battalion, 
the WIT DING BattaliOO 9 a p088ible 49th BattaJ.1on9 and a possible unidanti­
f':led battalion west" of QUi SON Dis.triot Raa..dqua:rter&o 

a. ~neral. The la.tter half' of ~cember wa.s ~ha.racterizad by a.. 
marked in·'lre6.s.e in Viet Oong strength tr.rC;'f"'gb.C'iij,t; theI/rtrZ. Friendly 
foroes a.re fa.ced with more Viet Cong a.nd PAVN !oroes th8l1 a.t a:rq pre­
'riou.s time 0 The enemy has demonstrated a rd,Uingneasto I::..ngage ARVIi 
forces during daylight as well as a williagn6sa to enga~ aircraft with 
small a.rms and anti-aircraft: fire. The V;i.et (;.)ng ilontinued to rely on 
ambushes a.n.d e:xhib-ited a marked improvement in the quanti.ty and qua.lity 
of the;!,r veap:ma and the employment thereof'" 

'bo PAD l!'.£i.ltratj,on in I/gr~o Operalloi"tK,. HARVKST MOON resulted in 
the lOOnf'irmat.ion of one PAVN AA batta.:ion in QUUG TIN province; provided 
further E;''f:i.dence of la.rge-soa.le PJ,Vh u,::'ilt;raii ... iI!. and of the res'truQ'uriI!~ 
of Vi&t Cong and PAVN forces in I/CTZ~ a.nd ga.we an insight into Viet Congl 
a.vN pla.us in I/CTZ.--

(1) Captured dooumen.ts and the statements of PAVN captives and. 
ralliers confirm the presence of the 195th (a.lso known as the 519th) II 
Battal!(I!Q. in thE; Q.Ui: SON-VIiT AN area 0 This UXoit wa.s formed in North 
Vietnam f:r;;u.. elements of the }OBth PAVN Divi,eion on or about April 19650 
It infiltrated the Republic of Vietnam in late ~ptember and arriTed in 
the q,m: SON-VDT AN area on approximately 20 ~~""bero In l\Tovembar~ the 
195th supported elements of the 1st Viet Cong Regiment in an attack on 
lImP DUe Dist.rict Headquarters. It. is believed this unit. suf'f"ered 50%" 
and poesn..q &II high! as 15~ MBU&l~ie8 "duriDg Operation ·HlRusr MOORo 
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INTELLIGENCE

i. SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

a. Operation HARVEST MOON, QUANG TIN-QUANG NAM Provinces, I/CTZ,
Republic of Vietnam, 8=20 December 1965. Operation HARVEST MOON was a
coordinated USMC-ARVN ground operation launched to seek out and destroy
Viet Cong elements in the vicinity of QUE SON-VIET AN. It was also plan-
ned as a spoiling attack since numerous reports had been received that

the Viet Cong planned to attack QUE SON District Headquarters. In addi-

tion to local forces and guerrillas, Viet Cong units in the area were

estimated to be the 1st Viet Cong Regiment, the 70th Main Force Battalion,
the CHU DUNG Battalion, a possible 49th Battalion, and a possible unidenti-

fied battalion west of QUE SON District Headquarters.

2. NEW DEVELOPMENTS

a. General. The latter half of December was characterized by a
marked increase in Viet Cong strength throughout the CTZ. Friendly
forces are faced with more Viet Cong and PAVN forces than at any pre-
vious time. The enemy has demonstrated a willingness to tagage ARVN
forces during daylight as well as a willingness to engage aircraft with
small arms and anti-aircraft fire. The Viet Cong continued to rely on
ambushes and exhibited a marked improvement in the quantity and quality
of their weapons and the employment thereof.

b. PAVN Infiltration in I/CTZ. Operation HARVEST MOON resulted in
the confirmation of one PAVN AA batta'ion in QUANG TIN province; provided
further evidence of large-scale PAVA infiltration and of the restructuring
of Viet Cong and PAVN forces in I/CTZ; and gave an insight into Viet Cong/

BLVN plans in I/CTZ.

(1) Captured documents and the statements of PAVN captives and

ralliers confirm the presence of the 195th (also known as the 519th) AA
Battalion in the QUE SON-VIET AN area. This unit was formed in North

Vietnam from elements of the 308th PAVN Division on or about April 1965.

It infiltrated the Republic of Vietnam in late September and arrived in

the QUE SON-VIET AN area on approximately 20 October. In November, the

195th supported elements of the 1st Viet Cong Regiment in an attack on

HIEP DUC District Headquarters. It is believed this unit suffered 50%
and possibly as high as 75% casualties during Operation HARVEST MOON.
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10 Monsoon weather conditions continued during Deeember to restrict cross 
country movement and air operations. Despite these adverse weather condi­
tions ~ Division uni.ts conducted a tot.a.l o!9 ,698 ottensi v!' operations to 
gain contact with VC elements. 510 contacts were ~~ "i:~:f~1I1Mp:\· 

~ diillirfth~ '!\onth. 

20 In addition to launching offensive actions. the DiviSion continued to 
provide defensive protection to vital installations in the DaNang, Chu 
Lai and Hue Phu Bd enclaves. No significant actiotlB were initiated by 
the VC against these installations during the mont~. 

J. Operations continued to be characterized ~ small unit actions. 6,696 of 
the 9.698 offensive actions were conducted by pla.toon or smaller size units 
as is shown in the following table: 

SIlE f!I!t..Q1P. AMWSHES TOTALS 

Fire Team 70; .599 
Squad 2,156 2,308 
Platoon -ZlQ ~. 
Tol;,a1 )g569 ),127 

4. UrJier th'!!!! FMFPAC BLT Rot.a.tion programs 2d Bn~ lst Mar replaced )d Bn~ 
4th Ma;(' in the Hue Phu Bai 'rAGR on 25 December 0 

5. Di'i.1161on units suspended offensive operati.ons dUl"ing the Christmas 
cease fire 24=25 DeoelTlber gthough twenty oontllots weret made with VC forces 
during the no tire periodo 

6. Two Significant company sized operations dUl"tng the month r"sulted in 
h@.a.vy '1C l08ses~ On.5 December Co CD 1st BDo 9th Mal' on a search and des­
troy operation in WET DIEM. (BT 654(39) mp.de contWJt with 10 vc. The VC 
61J.ff~re~d JO ki}J.ed, 1~wounded,6 VC werecapt,ure<l. and) weapons sebed. 
Wh.i Ie Pl"oteOti!\.gado..medheHcoptei~1n~the-~viefnfEi~cir~(B'f 79(412) Co E9 
2d Bn, 4th Mart killed 17 V9 and captured 7 weapon,$'! .... It was estimated an 
additional 20 VC were killed in thi!'J actitln. 
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OPERATIONS

1. Monsoon weather conditions continued during December to restrict cross

country movement and air operations. Despite these adverse weather condi-

tions, Division units conducted a total of 9,698 offensive operations to

gain contact with VC elements. 510 contacts were made VC

the month.

2. In addition to launching offensive actions. the Division continued to

provide defensive protection to vital installations in the DaNang, Chu

Lai and Hue Phu Bai enclaves. No significant actions were initiated by
the VC against these installations during the month.

3. Operations continued to be characterized by small unit actions. 6,696 of

the 9,698 offensive actions were conducted by platoon or smaller size units

as is shown in the following table:

TOTALSAMBUSHESPATROLSSIZE

1,302599Fire Team 703
4,4642,3082,156Squad

930220Platoon 710
6,6963,1273,569Total

4. Under the FMFPAC BLT Rotation program, 2d Bn, lst Mar replaced 3d Bn,

4th Max in the Hue Phu Bai TAOR on 25 December.

5. Division units suspended offensive operations during the Christmas

cease fire 24-25 December, though twenty contacts were made with VC forces

during the no fire period.

6. Two significant company sized operations during the month resulted in

heavy VC losses. On 5 December Co C, lst Bn, 7th Mar on a search and des-

troy operation in TUET DIEM (BT 654039) made contact with 70 VC. The VC

suffered 30 killed, 14 wounded, 6 VC were captured and 3 weapons seized.

While protecting a downed helicopter in the vicinity of (BT 796412) Co E.
2d Bn, 4th Mar, killed 17 VC and captured 7 weapons. It was estimated an

additional 20 VC were killed in this action.

ENCLOSURE (1)

SECRET
9

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
1. In early December Task Force Delta was activated u:nder the command 
of Brigadier General,llt D. HENDERSOI. for the purpose of condul/.'ltiD€; a 
search and destroy operation in coordination and conjunction with ele­
ments of the 2d AltVN Division in the iJJE SON_VIET AN...HlEUP WC valley 
complex. This operation. named HARVE:.-T MOON t n~ft<ead at 0600 on 
8 December and was terminated at 2130 on 20 December. On 10 December, 
Brigadier General PLATT succeeded Brigadier General HENDERSON as the 
Task loree Commander .. 

2. Task Force Delta. with three intantry battalions supported by combat 
support and service elements inflicted severe losses on elements of the 
1st VC itegiment, local force guerrillas and the 519th AA Battalion 
{PAYN), which had been recently infiltrated into the HARVEST MOON object­
ive area. FriendlY and enemy losses during the period are shown in the 
following tables: 

a. t:rJendlY 
(1 KIA 
(2) l.X)W 
(3) MIA 
(4) Non Battle Death 
(5) W!A 

Normal l"orces 
Marine Air 
SAC 

(2) iHA: Estimated 100 
"""""!!!""!!"""'('}1':VCC: 33 (4 PAVN) 

(4) VC~: 231 
(5) !tal1i~rs; J (·2 PAVN) 

'1' a c~ 
44 

6 
1 
1 

2';':; '" - ... 

POS::)IBLE 

327 
284 
UNK 

3. In addition to inflicting heav.y persor~el losses on VC forces, HARVEjT 
MouN resulted in the destruct10n of a large enemw supply installation as 
well as heavy losses in lie supplies &"ld equipment. 107 enemy weapons were 
captured, 

40 During HARVEj;T y..oGN B-52 strikes we're employed for the i'1r~t time bl 
1-1arine units in support. of tactiealground operations. Two of the four 
strikes delivered were eKploited by Task Force Delta ground forces. The 
Task l"::rce Commander reported tha.t, lithe bombs were dropped where they 
were supposed to be dropped, when they were supposed to be dropped and 
wi th excellent area coverage." 

10 

DECLASSIFIED 

EN CWclJ llli (1) 

;iE~T 1 

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET

SPECIAL OPERATIONS

1. In early December Task Force Delta was activated under the command
of Brigadier General M. D. HENDERSON for the purpose of conducting a
search and destroy operation in coordination and conjunction with ele-
ments of the 2d ARVN Division in the QUE SON_VIET _HIEUP DU C valley
complex. This operation, named HARVEST MOON, commenced at 0600 on
8 December and was terminated at 2130 on 20 December. On 10 December,
Brigadier General PLATT succeeded Brigadier General HENDERSON as the
Task Force Commander.

2. Task Force Delta with three infantry battalions supported by combat
support and service elements inflicted severe losses on elements of the

1st VC Regiment, local force guerrillas and the 519th AA Battalion
(PAVN), which had been recently infiltrated into the HARVEST MOON object-
ive area. Friendly and enemy losses during the period are shown in the

following tables:

Totala. Friendly
(1) KIA 44
(2) DOW 6
(3) MIA 1
(4) Non Battle Death 1
(5) WIA 265 *

* As of 23 December 112 WIA returned to duty.

b. Enemy

()) KIA POSSIBLECONFIRMED

Normal Forces 314 327
69 284Marine Air

SAC UNK24

(2) WIA: Estimated 100
(3) VCC: 33 (4 PAVN)
(4) VCS: 231
(5) Kalliers: 3 (.2 PAVN)

3. In addition to inflicting heavy personnel losses on VC forces, HARVEST
MOON resulted in the destruction of a large enemy supply installation as
well as heavy losses in VC supplies and equipment. 107 enemy weapons were

captured.

4. During HARVEST MOON B_52 strikes were employed for the first time by
Marine units in support of tactical ground operations. Two of the four
strikes delivered were exploited by Task Force Delta ground forces. The
Task Force Commander reported that, "the bombs were dropped where they
were supposed to be dropped, when they were supposed to be dropped and
with excellent area coverage."
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5. Highway 1 was extensively used south from JJaNang and north from Chu 
l.ai.g.uring HARVEST NOON by troops • artillery and supply convoys. .four 
06~ys were conduoted over the highw~ during the period 9-20 December 
wlthout serious opposition by the ve. 
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5. Highway 1 was extensively used south from DaNang and north from Chu
Lai. during HARVEST MOON by troops, artillery and supply convoys. Four
convoys were conducted over the highway during the period 9-20 December
without serious opposition by the VC.
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I. GENERAL 

1. The fQ]l"'lIfiJl.g schools/cour8es are ma,de aTailable on an a8 

,.~ bltnltto ELTls.pon the-if' arrival = OKINAWA: 

-(a)-'~bl"Rad:ie··.()ptJJft4«)lr 

(~) Ei,e1d WiTe1!tm· 

(0) Motor Vehicle Operator-

(d) BtlJic brfa:R1if'YW.apOM 'B.·pu~ 

(e) NOCD (~1d"0I" and-·&l"fty·, aad-DaCOl'l Teams) 

~ f') Vietft~ 1&nguag. 

(g) Embukatioll 

2. The following unit t.raining will be oonduct.d: 

; a) ~'ieapons li'mHiar1zat1.on ll'1:r1ng 

(~) LF'!.'U Watllirproofinc egure.e~ for ve:hicl_ and comm ... lect 
jt"me. -(&l!' t.ile 5cnooFis-i,v&irl.llljJ~ 

B. ~:,£n:::R.()j.!-tional JLIP.-te. The following :sohool qllotate VSl"ll requested 
tor Division. U.its not under the P!l\I"view of the IntraJtotatiQnal 
Bli1'. WEST PAC system. " 

COURSE 
- .....,=::;:: -

Infantry Weaponi Repa1l1" 

A'f'l'IIY I..anguage CoorM 
f, VietnaDlltl$e) 

Eiabarka:t iOIl 

~JroI 

5 

5 

18 otf1~r. 
18 EnU,t6d 

12 
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Oltiftava MO!ll.thly 

Okinawa Monthly • 

Okbawa Monthly 
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TRAINING HIGHLIGHTS

I. GENERAL

A. Intra-Rotation of BLT's. WEST PAC

1. The following schools/courses are made available on an as
basis to BLT's upon their arrival 0 OKINAWA:

(a) Field Radio Operator

(b) Field Wireman

(c) Motor Vehicle Operator

(d) Basic Infantry Weapons Repair

(e) NBCD (Monitor andSurvey and-Decon Teams)

(f) Vietnamees-Language

(g) Embarkation

2. The following unit training will be conducted:

(s) Land Mine Warfare

(b) Counter-Guerrilla Warfare

(a) Jungle Lanes Firex

:a) Weapons Familiarization Firing

(e) LFTU Waterproofing courses for vehicle and commeelect
items (as the school is available).

B. Non-Rotational Units. The following school quotas were requested
for Division Units not under the purview of the Intra-Rotational

BLT, WEST PAC system.

BASISLOCATIONINPUTCOURSE

MonthlyOkinawa5Infantry Weapons Repair

Monthly -Okinawa5Army Language Course
(Vietnamess)

18 Officers Okinewa MonthlyEmbarkation
18 Enlisted

ENCLOSURE (1)
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Custodian R.gistered 
pa.1;)licai;.ionj,'COll-rH -• 

Civil Altairs Course 

u. UTlU;~nI!l$10B .. 'l'M.m~.Q :;; : 

4 

UlC~T'ION,. 

Yotlisuka, J a.put 
. '" 

SUgOR, RVN Monthly 

A:r~thfA£~'hL~~;!i~P:t~tbe !l::t:~r.~l:!:f~ ::~rt:~ds~;~~red 
i~ms a. ... r~o.iv.d. . . 

B. .jO Cal. Mach}_ Gu. Purin~ tl!e petiod 5 ... 16 December 1965, a 
lift tiring Anti-Aircraft o,Q Ca,l. Machine Gun. COtil"M was con~ 
d\lctedWithtbe .following accvmplished: 

10 Three~in8trQ.ct1:on and- !iv.t1re, pertods tor tta.ch' student •. ' 

2. Firin£ WaS conducted primarily from the Atrial Mount - M63. 
with motor transport unite receiving emphasis in firing trom 
the V.hicle Mount - MJ5Al. 

J. ~ach stud.,nt fired 200 rounds at drone aircraft. 

44 total ot 505 students from £.lch enclave rel:;l'ived instruction •• 

5. .0 totil of .ighteen drone aircraft were shot down. 

C. §~ The Division SJi't1pe1." Team continued to provide both 
in1tial and refresher training for Di.vision units. All infantry 
battalions ha •• been trained with the exception of the 2d Bn, 
l~t Marines, and the 3dBn, 3d Marines. 

D. Engineer Batt,aliol'l Sohoo~!.. , 4 Di:vbioJl Bulletin was drafted and 
approved a~tt~ng forth 1a.t~~ctiofta t~ the conduct of a Land Min_jve 
Boob1 Trap'$cbool. 

III. $PECIALtSTCOURSES. Three DiYialon Of!ic.r. attended the tiv* dq 
U. S.AJ'JIy Advisora/Civil Affairs Cour. ia SaigOll, RVN. 

IV. INSPECTIONS. A COIIJII.aftding Ge!'MU·~i Fl •• t. KariM, Force, Pa.cific 
Material. Ma.1atellance IDspeetiOil tea oonducted • c~iQ. inspection 
for selected Di.1.1.011 Unita. ' . 
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BASISLOCATIONINPUTCOURSE

MonthlyYokasuka, Japan2Custodian Registered
Publications Course

& MonthlySaigon, RVNCivil Affairs Course

II. INTRA-DIVISION TRAINING

A. LVTH-6. The First Amphibian Howitzer Platoon completed required
training. Employment will be curtailed until critical supply
items are received.

.50 Cal. Machine Gun. During the period 5-16 December 1965, aB.
live firing Anti-Aircraft .50 Cal. Machine Gun course was con-
ducted with the following accomplished:

1. Three instruction and live fire periods for each student.

2. Firing was conducted primarily from the Aerial Mount - M63,
with motor transport units receiving emphasis in firing from
the Vehicle Mount - M35A1.

3. Each student fired 200 rounds at drone aircraft.

total of 505 students from each enclave received instructions.4.

5. 11. total of eighteen drone aircraft were shot down.

C. Sniper Team. The Division Sriper Team continued to provide both
initial and refresher training for Division units. All infantry
battalions have been trained with the exception of the 2d Bn,
1st, Marines, and the 3d Bn, 3d Marines.

D. Engineer Battalion Schools. A Division Bulletin was drafted and

approved setting forth instructions for the conduct of a Land Mine/VC
Booby Trap School.

III. SPECIALIST COURSES. Three Division Officers attended the five day
U. S. Army Advisors/Civil Affairs Course in Saigon, RVN.

IV. INSPECTIONS. A Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific
Material Maintenance Inspection Team conducted a trainin inspection
for selected Division Units.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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10 Significant Event. 
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" LOGISTICS 

&0 The Division Ordnance Officer attended the F.MFPac 
Ammunition Pipeline Conference held on Okinawa during the 
period 7-9 December 19650 

bG A conference was held amongst interested parties on 
Nuclear Weapon. Training on 27 December 196,0 

Co Five 155MM gun tubes were received and inatalledo 

do Brake lining and wheel cylinder repair kit. for all typel 
of wheeled vehicle. have become available a t the FLSG o A 
quantity of these have been .hipped to the FLSU'I at Chu Lai 
and Phu Baio 

eo The Direct Exchange Program at FLSG ia in operation o 

Such items aa brake shoes, wheel cylindera and water pumps may 
now be directly exchangedo 

fo Fulfillment of motor transport requirements for Operation 
Harvest Moon was very satisfactory considering the high deadline 
rate of the Division cargo carrying vehicleao 

go The 3d Engineer Battalion has pre-cut timber for 
bunker kit. and theae are being provided to unitB with 
en~ineer personnel aasisting in the emplacementao The follow­
ing is a recapitulation of bunkers to date: 

~ 
SIZE NUMBER CUT NUMBER ISSUED READY FOR ISSUE , 

20'x)O ·x~p 25 2) 2 
12'x24~xgi 46 14 32 
8rx249x8~ 11 1 10 
SiX SVx8~ -12- -Yt- ~ 

TOTAL lAt.l 72 69 

ho During the month of December the number of RED BALL 
items increased to such a number that it became nec •• sary to 
retine the criteri. for placing an item on RED BALLo Pro~entlY? 
in 0 rder to pl ace an i tom on RED BALL it must be a repair p.art 
for equipment, the loa. of which would put the unit in a REDOPS 
Combat ae.dine.. Category J or 40 At thia time the number of line 
i ~'ema on RED BALL i. 800 
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LOGISTICS

1. Significant Events

a. The Division Ordnance Officer attended the FMFPac
Ammunition Pipeline Conference held on Okinawa during the

period 7-9 December 1965.

b. A conference was held amongst interested parties on
Nuclear Weapons Training on 27 December 1965.

C. Five 155MM gun tubes were received and installed.

d. Brake lining and wheel cylinder repair kits for all types
of wheeled vehicles have become available at the FLSG. A

quantity of these have been shipped to the FLSU's at Chu Lai
and Phu Bai.

e. The Direct Exchange Program at FLSG is in operation.
Such items as brake shoes, wheel cylinders and water pumps may
now be directly exchanged.

f. Fulfillment of motor transport requirements for Operation
Harvest Moon was very satisfactory considering the high deadline
rate of the Division cargo carrying vehicles.

go The 3d Engineer Battalion has pre-cut timber for
bunker kits and these are being provided to units with

engineer personnel assisting in the emplacements. The follow-

ing is a recapitulation of bunkers to date:

READY FOR ISSUENUMBER ISSUEDNUMBER CUTSIZE

22320'x30'x8' 25
32144612'x24'x8"
101118'x24'x8
2534598'x 8'x88

6972141TOTAL

h. During the month of December the number of RED BALL
items increased to such a number that it became necessary to
refine the criteria for placing an item on RED BALL. Presently,
in order to place an item on RED BALL it must be a repair part
for equipment, the loss of which would put the unit in a REDOPS
Combat Readiness Category 3 or 4. At this time the number of line

it'ems on RED BALL is 80.
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-CON F IDE N T I A L 

~, ORITIFAKS were received during the period 16-23 December 
and have produced varying degrees of auee.aa g Listing. were 
aubmitted for delation. and additions for the January pack. A. 
a result of the November CaITIPAK~ 51 end item. were removed from 
deadline during the month. 

Jo Thirty indigenous bOat. were procured from local manu­
facture in Danang. Subject boats (made of local materials) are 
13 reet long and J* feet widoo Diatribution waa aa follows 
(for evaluations) 

15 - 9th Marin •• 
:3 = 3rd Marine. 
6 - 4-th Marin •• 
6 = 7t.h Marine. 

TOTAL )0 

20 New Dev.lo~~ 

&0 Plan. are being formulated at the FMFPac/CRC level to 
.quip .all infantry unita of the Division with the )(=16 rifle~ 
a_dey. and 60MK Mortaro 

b. On 22 December 1965, 13M-'76 Otten were shipped to 
Chu 1ai. Two of thea. Otters were for 1st Marine Aircraft 
Wing units in that enclave to be used a. craah recovery 
vehicleAo The remaining 10 Ott6rs were assigned to Company 
·C· ~ 3d Me,tor Tran.port Battal~on for operations Q The 21 Otter. 
in the Danang enclave have be.n effectively utilized a. r •• upp1y 
vehicles for forward unit. when road ~ondition. prohibited the 
use of whe.led vehicl ••• 

30 Eroblem Area. 

a 0 The cont.rolled interc.han.ge of pa.rt. for limited amount. 
of engineer eqUipment ia continuing aa thea. part~ a.re not being 
received through aupply channelso 

bo Factory repre •• ntativ •• from DROTl and INTERNATIONAL 
HARVESTER are working with Divilion unit. to determine caule. 
of TD=15 mechanical failureaa 

CON F IDE N T I A L 

.ENCi(lSlJRE (1) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

CRITIPAKS were received during the period 16-23 December

and have produced varying degrees of success. Listings were
submitted for deletions and additions for the January pack. As

a result of the November CRITIPAK, 51 end items were removed from

deadline during the month.

J. Thirty indigenous boats were procured from local manu-

facture in Danang. Subject boats (made of local materials) are

13 feet long and 31/2 feet wide. Distribution was as follows

(for evaluations)

15 - 9th Marines
3 - 3rd Marines
6 - 4th Marines
6 - 7th Marines

000

TOTAL 30

2. New Developments

a. Plans are being formulated at the FMFPac/CMC level to

equip all infantry units of the Division with the M-16 rifle,

Redeye and 60MM Mortar.

b. On 22 December 1965, 12 M-76 Otters were shipped to
Chu Lai. Two of these Otters were for 1st Marine Aircraft

Wing units in that enclave to be used as crash recovery
vehicles. The remaining 10 Otters were assigned to Company

"C" 3d Motor Transport Battalion for operations. The 21 Otters

in the Danang enclave have been effectively utilized as resupply
vehicles for forward units when road conditions prohibited the

use of wheeled vehicles.

3. Problem Areas

a. The controlled interchange of parts for limited amounts

of engineer equipment is continuing as these parts are not being
received through supply channels.

b. Factory representatives from DROTT and INTERNATIONAL

HARVESTER are working with Division units to determine causes

of TD-15 mechanical failures.
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COMBAT AIR SUPPORT 
DECEMBER 1965 

a" Operation HARVEST mON .oomeneed on 9 December with the lift of' two 
battalions into the TAOR" ExtenSiTei IZ prepara.tion by 24 F~ and Ac4 air= 
craft resulted in 3iJ and 2/7 be.i:rl& landed TirtuallY' unopposed. o AD additional 
56 tixedwwing strike 80rties were flown on the first day of the operation 
between 08.30 and 1800" The night of' the 9th and earlJ morning of' the 10th saw 
ASRT controlled F--4B's drop 1 S tons of bambs on selected targets while MAG-16 
and MAG=36 helicopters provided around the clock re8upp~ and Med-Evac e 

bo Air Operatione were controlled from a KC=130 &1rborne Direct Air Sup­
port Center from. L-hoUl" minus one until D=day plus two at which time the '!'ask 
Fore. Delta DASC was established at Que Sol'lo A helicopter contro~ tem was· 
set up at t.he Logisti~8 Support Area by MAG=1 b Operations to control helicopters 
in and out of the LSA whlc:h a180 eernd as & helicopter staging area" Aircraft 
f"1/l81 was available at. the IS! on D+2 to tacill tat.e rapid serviCing and ~ 

.. mille! turIPa.l'OuM ~ime9" CH-37'15 PJ"OT.icled hea,1'y' lift. capabilitY' by transporting 
batteries of "etripped" 10Smm howit.zer·. into the object1n area" Also sup=­
porting the artillery- were Kc..-.1.30 •• which air dropped 900 000 pounds ot 105Dml 

,and 1,Smm IJI.1Il1UIdtion" 

@" Altclougb the majority of air operation. were conducted in an environ= 
m.enit Gf marginal weather., mounta1noU8 ter.ra~ and enellV tire» both rotaI7 
and f;b:ed=¥1ng aircraft were empl.oyed .11o~el!tSf'u1l¥" When wHARVEST MOON" c81Ile 
to a ~1~a.9 the First Marine Air Wing accounted tor 710 fixed-wing and 3p 262 
helicopter ho1ll"d in support or the operation" ':'--~c:::::::::::::-.,,--~----, 

2" ,~cnI"p'!!~loE!l'S!" None dur~ thiB period" 
:.1 

So As weather improves and the tempg 01' operation increases,f) it becomes 
~Tiqent that an insufficient number or hel100ptera are available to support 

enerated b thtil ...... 't.!i.ct1oal e1tuatlon~ .. Recently there has been', 
r~mi!D1~llr,oDlni;i'pOrntt~ut"f.lle'=neces'sIt.i'Tor""'mea~··obser­

vation a1rcra!t 01" greater UH1E &ve.WbiU;i-,y. 

b., Marking ot h.l~<l.andlng sites.!! eepe~1al.l.y during periods of darkness 
a.'1Ii P'OO'~ ne:1bil:1.tY' leav.es room fer improvement. In addition to more et­
te@t1~ utilisation of' panels and smoke» it 18 rocommended ground unit5 be 
equipped 1fi,th aT1&to~t;ype IItl"Obt lights toJ' night operations. When used 
properly9 these lights are high~ Ti8ible and do not adTersely affect the 
pilots'niSht wi.ioD. 
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COMBAT AIR SUPPORT
DECEMBER 1965

1. Significant Events

20 Operation HARVEST MOON commenced on 9 December with the lift of two
battalions into the TAOR. Extensive LZ preparation by 24 F-4 and A-4 air..

craft resulted in 3/3 and 2/7 being landed virtually unopposed. An additional

56 fixedwing strike sorties were flown on the first day of the operation
between 0830 and 1800. The night of the 9th and early morning of the 10th saw

ASRT controlled F-4B's drop 18 tons of bombs on selected targets while MAG-16
and MAG-36 helicopters provided around the clock resupply and Med-Evac.

b. Air Operations were controlled from a KC-130 airborne Direct Air Sup-
port Center from L-hour minus one until D-day plus two at which time the Task

Force Delta DASC was established at Que Son. A helicopter control team was
set up at the Logistics Support Area by MAG-16 Operations to control helicopters
in and out of the LSA which also served as a helicopter staging area, Aircraft
fuel was available at the LSA on 0+2 to facilitate rapid servicing and mini-
mise turn-around times. CH-37's provided heavy lift capability by transporting
batteries of "stripped" 105mm howitzers into the objective area. Also sup-

porting the artillery were KC-130's which air dropped 90,000 pounds of 105nm
and 155mm ammunition.

Go Although the majority of air operations were conducted in an environ-

ment of marginal weather, mountainous terrain, and enemy fire, both rotary
and fixed-wing aircraft were employed successfully. When "HARVEST MOON" came

to a close, the First Marine Air Wing accounted for 710 fixed-wing and 3,262
helicopter hours in support of the operation.

2. New Developments. None during this period.

3. Problem Areas.

a. As weather improves and the tempo of operation increases, it becomes

evident that an insufficient number of helicopters are available to support
commitments generated by the tactical situation, Recently there has been
inadequate air observation pointing out the necessity for fixed wing obser-
vation aircraft or greater UH1E availability.

b. Marking of help-landing sites, especially during periods of darkness
and poor visibility leaves room for improvement. In addition to more ef-
fective utilization of panels and smoke, it is recommended ground units be

equipped with aviator-type strobe lights for night operations. When used

properly, these lights are highly visible and do not adversely affect the

pilots night vision.
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SECB.ET 

FSCC 

1. Significant Eyente: 

a. Liaison was effected at request of the Northern Sector of 
QUANG NAM Special Sector regarding defensive fires for areas of 
ARVN responsibility. Lists vere prepared and delivered on 20 
December 1965. 

b. QUANG NAM Southern Sector was notified at a forward observer 
school to be conducted at PHU BAl. Arrangements vere made for 10 
ARVN personnel to attend a three week session of this school. 

c. During the reporting period art,illery support of ARVN units 
within the TAOR increased considerably. Numerous observed missions 
were called on VC concentrations several of which produced confirmed 
VC KlAs. In addition, unobserved fires on reported VC positions 
and H&I fires have been delivered. 

de Communications with both the Northern and Southern QUANG NAM 
sectors have been good, although contaot with HOI AN has been 
cumbersome at times. 

2. New Deyelognepts: QUANG NAM Special Sector established a blanket 
policy that all H&I fires will be tired between the hours 2100-0.500. 
This was done to have a standardized curfew policy in both the 
Northern and Southern sector. 

). Problem Areas: The southward extension of the Division TAOa 
created a few problema in the coordination and delivery of 5Upport~ 
iog fires within the 9th Marines sectoro The new portion or the 
TAOR now encompasses ARVN and PF units operating in the vioinity 
of Highw~ 14. A Fire Goordination Line (FCL). utilizing the old 
TAOR, was established with the Southern Sector (HOI AN) but was 
not. recognized by the 9th Mar1.nes. This problem sho'i11d be reeolved 
during the next reporting period to the satisfaction of all parties 
concerned. 
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1. Significant Events:

2. Liaison was effected at request of the Northern Sector of
QUANG NAM Special Sector regarding defensive fires for areas of
ARVN responsibility. Lists were prepared and delivered on 20
December 1965.

b. QUANG NAM Southern Sector was notified of 2 forward observer
school to be conducted at PHU BAI. Arrangements were made for 10
ARVN personnel to attend a three week session of this school.

During the reporting period artillery support of ARVN unitsc.
within the TAOR increased considerably. Numerous observed missions
were called on VC concentrations several of which produced confirmed
VC KIAs. In addition, unobserved fires on reported VC positions
and H&I fires have been delivered.

d. Communications with both the Northern and Southern QUANG NAM
sectors have been good, although contact with HOI AN has been
cumbersome at times.

2. New Developments: QUANG NAM Special Sector established a blanket
policy that all H&I fires will be fired between the hours 2100-0500.
This was done to have a standardized curfew policy in both the

Northern and Southern sector.

3. Problem Areas: The southward extension of the Division TAOR
created a few problems in the coordination and delivery of support-
ing fires within the 9th Marines sector. The new portion of the
TAOR now encompasses ARVN and PF units operating in the vicinity
of Highway 14. A Fire Coordination Line (FCL), utilizing the old
TAOR, was established with the Southern Sector (HOI AN) but was
not recognized by the 9th Marines. This problem should be resolved
during the next reporting period to the satisfaction of all parties
concerned.
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COMMUNlCATION-ELEGTRONf£S 

a. §IGNIFIC!NT EVENt§ 

(1) Cons~derable guidance was directed toward communication­
electronic equipnent preventative lII.aintenance and repair through_ -
out the Division. A concerted effort vas made to upgrade the 
quali ty of p:r:-,yen~lft1 maintenance thereby reducing the frequency 
of equipment failures, and the restoration of thorough operator 
care ot equi~ent was emphasiled to enhance the combat readiness 
of communication equipment. 

(2) The receipt of the Radio Set AN/PRC-25 prior to and 
during Operation HARVEST MOON was most timely and material~ 
assisted those units participating in the Operation in main­
taining tactical communications under adverse weather conditions. 
The Radio Set from first use appears to be rugged enough for the 
tasks to which assigned and battery life ot the BA 386 is consid= 
ered exceptional (40 to 90 hours service life while in use). 

(J) The Division established a Military Affiliate Radio 
System (MARS) station (station oall: HOEFA) and commenced operation 
on 25 December from Ward 2, Division Field Hosp1tal o This facility 
provides radio "phone patoh" service for Division personnel fram 
RVN to CONUS West Coast and thence commerical toll land=line to 
their respect! va residence telephone. 1'1;. is an excellent morale 
feature for the DiviSion. and approximatelY 15 telephone calls a 
day are completed, provided radio propagation 1s favorable. Add.­
itionally, radiograms are transmitted and :received for p3r~onnel 
of the DiVision. 

b. PROBLEM AliEAS 

(I) Repair parts BUpport for communioat1on=electronic equip­
ment remains essentially marginal. Req~i.itioMd cQmponents and 
accessories are not being received in the quantities required to 
maintain the communication-electronic material posture of this 
Division at the optimum level. 

(2) The lack of available serviceable Batteries BB-451 and 
components thereof 8etrel'e.q-u..ite u. ":qp'Io;Itnt"-6r~·~t'!tJil. 
Radio Sets AN/PRC~1/-47. Efforts are being made to resolve this 
most serious problem through the use ot CG FMFPac "RED BALL" 
program and recommendation by this Division to CMe for increased 
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COMMUNICATION_ELECTRONICS

a. SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

(1) Considerable guidance was directed toward communication-
electronic equipment preventative maintenance and repair through-
out the Division. A concerted effort was made to upgrade the

quality of preventive maintenance thereby reducing the frequency
of equipment failures, and the restoration of thorough operator
care of equipment was emphasized to enhance the combat readiness
of communication equipment.

(2) The receipt of the Radio Set AN/PRC_25 prior to and
during Operation HARVEST MOON was most timely and materially
assisted those units participating in the Operation in main-

taining tactical communications under adverse weather conditions.
The Radio Set from first use appears to be rugged enough for the
tasks to which assigned and battery life of the BA 386 is consid-
ered exceptional (40 to 90 hours service life while in use)..

(3) The Division established a Military Affiliate Radio

System (MARS) station (station call: NOEFA) and commenced operation
on 25 December from Ward 2, Division Field Hospital. This facility
provides radio "phone patch" service for Division personnel from
RVN to CONUS West Coast and thence commerical toll land-line to
their respective residence telephone. It is an excellent morale
feature for the Division, and approximately 15 telephone calls a
day are completed, provided radio propagation 18 favorable. Add-

itionally, radiograms are transmitted and received for personnel
of the Division.

b. PROBLEM AREAS

(1) Repair parts support for communioation-electronic equip-
ment remains essentially marginal. Requisitioned components and
accessories are not being received in the quantities required to

maintain the communication-electronie material posture of this
Division at the optimum level.

(2) The lack of available serviceable Batteries BB-451 and

components thereof severely Limite the employment of tictical
Radio Sets AN/PRC-41/-47. Efforts are being made to resolve this
most serious problem through the use of CG FMFPac "RED BALL"

program and recommendation by this Division to CMC for increased

as
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allocation of 4 batteries per set vice the present J. Additionally, 
a field modification for restoring the terminal posts in these 
batteries by the use of a wooden dowel was instituted by a unit. 
This modification is the subject of separate correspondence to CMC. 
Operation HARVEST MOON bore out again the difficulty of maintaining 
a sufficient number of these batteries in a ·charge" status and the 
ability or placing the recharged batteries in the hands of the 
tactioal units when required at critical~ combat committed times. 
All available aBsets of this battery were taken from units not 
engaged in the Operation in order to maintain required comm ~ 
unicationa with Radio Sets AN/PRC-4l and -47. 

(3) There has been no change in the communieation officer 
status ~ring this period. Essentially, this Division Rein~ 
forced has a total deficiency of 14 officers MOS 2502. 
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allocation of 4 batteries per set vice the present 3. Additionally,

a field modification for restoring the terminal posts in these

batteries by the use of a wooden dowel was instituted by a unit.

This modification is the subject of separate correspondence to CMC.

Operation HARVEST MOON bore out again the difficulty of maintaining

a sufficient number of these batteries in a "charge" status and the

ability of placing the recharged batteries in the hands of the

tactical units when required at critically combat committed times.

All available assets of this battery were taken from units not

engaged in the Operation in order to maintain required comm 8

unications with Radio Sets AN/PRC_41 and -47.

(3) There has been no change in the communication officer

status during this period. Essentially, this Division Rein-

forced has a total deficiency of 14 officers MOS 2502.
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SECRET 

DIVISION_SURGEON 

I. Staff Officers: 

a. Division ~urgeon: Capt. H. S. ARNOLD, MC USN. 

b. Division Medical Administrative Officer: LCDR K. HYPES, JR, 
MSC USN. 

IIo Average monthly strength during the period (Division level) 

Medicu Officers: 64 

Medical Service Corps Officers: 1) 

Hospital Corpsman: 19278 

III. Enlisted medical department personnel manning level is currently 
above T/O. However, EPDOPAC has put a levy on the Division for 70 
~-J/E_4 hospital corpsman for transfer to the U. S. Naval Hospitals 
at Yokosuka and Guam. This move will put the Division slightly below 
T/O for HM's but will not deter from the medical mission. 

IV. Medical and Vental Support;, During the report period authoriza­
tion waS received for the establishment of 15 clinical laboratories 
at ae lected BaHalion Aid Stations. Those selected have been notified 
and requisitions have been submitted tvl' the authorized supplies and 
equipment. These facilities are not TJE or organic in a usual 
Division. 
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SECRET

DIVISION SURGEON

I. Staff Officers:

Division Surgeon: Capt. H. S. ARNOLD, MC USN.a.

b. Division Medical Administrative Officer: LCDR K. HYPES, JR,

MSC USN.

II. Average monthly strength during the period (Division level)

Medical Officers: 64

Medical Service Corps Officers: 13

Hospital Corpsman: 1,278

III. Enlisted medical department personnel manning level is currently

above T/O. However, EPDOPAC has put a levy on the Division for 70

E-3/E-4 hospital corpsman for transfer to the U. S. Naval Hospitals

at Yokosuka and Guam. This move will put the Division slightly below

T/O for HM's but will not deter from the medical mission.

IV. Medical and Dental Support: During the report period authoriza-

tion was received for the establishment of 15 clinical laboratories

at selected Battalion Aid Stations. Those selected have been notified

and requisitions have been submitted for the authorized supplies and

equipment. These facilities are not T/E or organic in a usual

Division.
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1. G-!2 Staff Section. Oi viI Affairs/Civic' Ac;tion" 
2. Period Covere4. 1-31 December '1965 . . " 
3. Sect-ion on Board Strength . _: " ,: 

No ... of J2~rsorine! 

Officer 
Enlisted' 

,. 
f ,.' 

4. GenerC\l 

. ' 
,HSMG ",USN .- -
1 " 

1 
1 
1, 
l .. 

" 

RAliK/ GRADE l~~ .-
" 

Najor, (;302 
'S3gt 0)69 
LCpl 0141 
LCp1 ,3051 ,~ ... :" 

LQpl .,1"'" • __ ol61 - - ""- . ~.!.-
" 

- - -

# -=--

a. ' Duritig this '-reporting period tbe r~d.esignation of 
Division Civil Affairs from a special staff section to a 
general staff section G-5 was e!f~ct~Q. .. · ·_,Ttl~ Oivil Affairs 
Officer was redesignated as Assistanff,..;Chief·of Staff G-5 
effective 15 December 1965. 

b. Papers published by this section and Civic Actiop daily 
situation reports submitted during this reporting period ~re 
3nclosed as follows: 

(1) Division.Civil Affairs Newsletter #3 
(2), Annex H' (Ci viI Affairs) to Operation Order 1-65 
(3) Units Civic Action SITREPs 

5.. Civic Action 

a. Ob.iectivq 

(1) The basie objective of the 3rd Marin~ Division 
')1 vic Action program continues to function under the provision-s 
Jf Force Order 1750.1 which attempts to enhance distressed 
dreas, strengthen the popular appeal of the government in· t;he ' 
eyes of ~he tietnamese,peop1e and to imp~ove the image of the, 
~epublic Vietnam Armed Forces (RiAF). 

{} ~r #. I ~ ,'" ,; • .,. I • . ,. ':. : ~ .. • ,;' • ...! ' ~. 

b. H;ghli-ght s 

. (1) The "l'.1arQl~ :Mountain" Campaign ri paclfic'ation efforts 
continues with some' enc.o.uraging results, however ~ far from 
ac~~ its goal of securing the nine village complex. The 
most encouraging aspect, was based on .the progres5 in 
3stab1ishing hamlet and v:i.llag~ ~9tW.eils, ,Thi~, is the first,., 
step in self government ~ , ~ '. ' 
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1. G-5 Staff Section. Civil Affairs/Civic Action
2. Period Covered. 1-31 December 1965
3. Section on Board Strength

No. of personnel JSMC USN RANK/GRADE MOS

Officer 1 0302Major
Enlisted 1 0369SSgt

1 LCpl 0141
1 LCpl 3051
1 0161LCpl

4. General

a. During this reporting period the redesignation of
Division Civil Affairs from a special staff section to a
general staff section G-5 was effected The Civil Affairs
Officer was redesignated as Assistant Chief of Staff G-5
effective 15 December 1965.

b. Papers published by this section and Civic Action daily
situation reports submitted during this reporting period are
enclosed as follows:

(1) Division Civil Affairs Newsletter #3
(2) Annex H (Civil Affairs) to Operation Order 1-65
(3) Units Civic Action SITREPs

5. Civic Action

a. Objective

(1) The basic objective of the 3rd Marine Division
Civic Action program continues to function under the provisions
of Force Order 1750.1 which attempts to enhance distressed
areas, strengthen the popular appeal of the government in the
eyes of the Vietnamese people and to improve the image of the
Republic Vietnam Armed Forces (RVAF).

ov
b. Highlights

(1) The "Marble Mountain Campaign" pacification efforts
continues with some encouraging results, however, far from
achieving its goal of securing the nine village complex. The
most encouraging aspect was based on the progress in
establishing hamlet and village councils, This is the first
step in self government.
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(2) Operation "Harvest MOQi'l" 

(a) Civic Action support for operation "Harvest 
I4oon" was provided by the distribution of commodities J 

primarily rtHan:dclasp", MEDCAPsuppli_es_an~ th.~_ utilization of 
Piasters for financial settlement of small damage claims. It 
is becoming evident from past experience and the e~perience 
of this operation, that Civic Action must be incluued in the 
future planning of tactical operations. Civic Action areas 
of prime importance are those dealing with population control", 
collection points, medical care~ commodity distribution and 
Psy-War. 

The following Civic Action commodities were util~zed in support 
of Operation "Harvest Moon": 

blankets, 3 bales (150 blankets) 
hand soap, 3500 bars . 
candy, 24 cases (Mason's candies donated-by the 1st Marine 
Division Association) 
Vitamins, 100 bottles 
MEDCAP supplies 
10,000 P).asters 

in addition to the above Civic Action commodities" the 
f~llowing t~e Care" items were distributed to the Marines: 

Shaving Kits 720 
Shaving Cream 720 cans 

(3) Cam Ne Yen Ne New Life Hamlet 

(a) Plans for the relocation of 383 families 
:':lrrently living in the Cam Ne Yen Ne hamlets continue to be 
::eveloped. Assistance in leveling of the proposed site 
(985675) has been the only 'formal request received by the 
:lvision from the Hoa Vang District construction chairman. 

1mlMd~Ol1' 181 ~., ~:.tcr~*- otl~rtg~~~ve 
families to remain in their prQsent location and 1'"econstruot 

~~f~~~~cit=~·R-!~~-=~~~Nam 

--

Province and the District Chief of .Boa Yang District, the 
construction chairman. Because of the repairs being effected 
~Y' the families to the existing structures, the lesser cost 
involved in repairing vice'relocating and having good tillable ,-
soil in the present area vice untillable 50J.1 in the new site, 
are the primary considerations for this new line of thinking. 
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(2) Operation "Harvest Moon"

(a) Civic Action support for operation "Harvest
Moon" was provided by the distribution of commodities,
primarily "Handclasp", MEDCAP supplies and the utilization of
Piasters for financial settlement of small damage claims. It

is becoming evident from past experience and the experience
of this operation, that Civic Action must be included in the
future planning of tactical operations. Civic Action areas
of prime importance are those dealing with population control,
collection points, medical care, commodity distribution and

Psy-War.

The following Civic Action commodities were utilized in support
of Operation "Harvest Moon":

blankets, 3 bales (150 blankets)
hand soap, 3500 bars
candy, 24 cases (Mason's candies donated by the 1st Marine
Division Association)
vitamins, 100 bottles
MEDCAP supplies
10,000 Piasters

Ln addition to the above Civic Action commodities, the

following "We Care" items were distributed to the Marines:

Shaving Kits 720
Shaving Cream 720 cans

(3) Cam Ne Yen Ne New Life Hamlet

(a) Plans for the relocation of 383 families

currently living in the Cam Ne Yen Ne hamlets continue to be

developed. Assistance in leveling of the proposed site

(985675) has been the only formal request received by the
ivision from the Hoa Vang District construction dhairman.

nebtabovegivenbeingis tosideration
families to remain in their present location and reconstruct

Thisdirectiondatated homes
unofficially by the USOM Province Representative of Quang Nam
Province and the District Chief of Hoa Vang District, the
construction chairman. Because of the repairs being effected

by the families to the existing structures, the lesser cost
involved in repairing vice relocating and having good tillable
soil in the present area vice untillable soil in the new site,
are the primary considerations for this new line of thinking.
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o. Programs 

(1) Operation Cleft !Il~,/Hare; Lip 

{a} Operation "Cleft Palate/Hare" L:'p" continues to 
assist a limited number of Vietnamese children. JnG ope:;.~ation 
was donducted during this period in Saigon. Arrangements made 
by Civil Affairs Of£icer:~ot 4th Marines. 

(2) MEDCAP 

(a) MEDCAP oontinuos to pro-fide a high psychological 
impact upon the Vietnamese people. During this period the 
Divlsiott Aid St.ations and M&OOAP Medical Teams treated a total 
of 51,337 civilians. The medical highlight of the month was 
the collection of 432.00 Cor the transportation of a cancer 
victim to Saigon. Headquarters Battalion ~mDCAP Team while 
conducting normal Civic Action medical care, saw the patient 
and with no hope or resources for admittance to the cancer 
hospital, made it possible through donations both from Marines 
~nd the Vietnamese to send this cancer victim to the ~opular 
Hospital in Saigon. 

(3) DENCAP -
(a) Dental care to the V:ietnamese continues to be. 

\I,-ell received. During this period the 3rd Dental Company 
treated 1,290 civilians with a total of 2z..5l2 procedures. Total 
teeth extracted during this period was 98,. The series of 
~ental lectures given to Hue Medical School continues. 

(4) Hqndclasp 

(a) Handclasp commodities received this month was 
~reatly aUgmented by the private individual donations, with 
- otal tonnage exceeding 25 tons for the month. In additian l 
ecent shipment of playground equipment from Comm~nding 

-ieneral, Matine Corps Supply Center Barstow, arriv~d. This 
.quipmBnt will be distributed during Jan/Feb 1966 to rural 

t:chools. It is anticipated that much of the private donations 
.f clothing, foodstuffs and other household items shipped for 
-Jhristmas distribution will continue to arrive through late 
January and early February. 

(5) SoaR 

. (a) Holiday Inn M()tel,iHotel organiza.tion contributed 
6000 bars of soap which represents the first increment of a 
million bars being donated in support of the Division Civic 
Action program. Response to the nCMC soa.p drive"; 
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C. Programs

(1) Operation Cleft /Hare Lip

(a) Operation "Cleft Palate/Hare Lip" continues toassist a limited number of Vietnamese children. One operationwas donducted during this period in Saigon. Arrangements madeby Civil Affairs Officer of 4th Marines.

(2) MEDCAP

(a) MEDCAP continues to provide a high psychologicalimpact upon the Vietnamese people. During this period the
Division Aid Stations and MEDCAP Medical Teams treated a totalof 51,337 civilians. The medical highlight of the month wasthe collection of $32.00 for the transportation of a cancervictim to Saigon. Headquarters Battalion MEDCAP Team while
conducting normal Civic Action medical care, saw the patientand with no hope or resources for admittance to the cancer
hospital, made it possible through donations both from Marinesand the Vietnamese to send this cancer victim to the PopularHospital in Saigon.

(3) DENCAP

(a) Dental care to the Vietnamese continues to bewell received. During this period the 3rd Dental Companytreated 1,290 civilians with a total of ,512 procedures. Total
teeth extracted during this period was 983. The series of
dental lectures given to Hue Medical School continues.

(4) Handclasp

(a) Handclasp commodities received this month was
greatly augmented by the private individual donations, with
otal tonnage exceeding 25 tons for the month. In addition,ecent shipment of playground equipment from Commanding
general, Marine Corps Supply Center Barstow, arrived. This
quipment will be distributed during Jan/Feb 1966 to ruralschools. It is anticipated that much of the private donationsf clothing, foodstuffs and other household items shipped forChristmas distribution will continue to arrive through late

January and early February.

(5) Soap

(a) Holiday Inn Motel/Hotel organization contributed6000 bars of soap which represents the first increment of amillion bars being donated in support of the Division CivicAction program. Response to the "CMC soap drive",
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and other requests i.nitiated by Marines continue t·J prorLde 
soap in~~t. The hignlight of the month for soap conGr~ouGionB 
was a dor.atlon of 18,000 bars of hand soap which was collected 
as a resu",t. of a newspaper story written by Marguerite Higgins 
on Civic A~tion in the Chu-Lai area. Division distributed 
50,~ bar~ Qf soap througho.~ this period to subordinato 
commands anc ?f this quanity 27,869 bars were distributed to 
the Vietname;)s. 

(6) ~~d.etuf.f 

(a; Limited foodstuffs were introduc~d into the 
Civic Action p:--Ggram during this period. First LvIarine Division 
As sociAtiondde.:-:rat ediiHivver.l1 t,~o.lt80ti~Mn"t' s~~ ~6i.!\!t~' 
Division receiv~t and distributed 85 cases. Addl.~ional· 

~)~~~~i~~~~~~o~;--~~!:i-~~~~Y ~~l~;i~~~~l(~~~~~~~'~-~:{i:~: 
:::uts, candy, ch€~ing gum and assorted can goods. 

( 7) .9.:.!.-!~"&.:. 
(a) ' .. 2re commodities received this mont!L are as 

"'~ollows: :3 5 phy~:' cal education kits; 30 midwifery :ceplacement 
!:its; 8 midwifez7 kits; and 475 sewing kits. During this 
~eriod 6 care re~uisitions were submitted. 

([!) Clotl:.~ng/BlanketsLToys 

(a) L~jividual private donations of 68 boxes of 
'~lothing; 4 bales ')f CRS blankets; and a multitude of toys 
irom many private ~ources were utilized and distributed to the 
"" ietnamese. 

(9) loreif.~ Claims 

(a) A ~otal of 14 claims were submitted to 
.ivision Foreif!1 C:"aims for proeecsing on behalf of the 
'~etnamese civ1li~~s and of these 9 were forwarded to Sa~~on. 

, tere were no sett~ements for pending claims during this ~eriod 
".xceJ:lt for severa] !laims paid off during operation ItHarvGst 
?~oon II. 

(10) SGhoo::':] and Education 

if\ Cc~~inued emphasis is being placed upon schools 
and education thrC""'.~h out all three enclaves. One of the most 
significant contr~Jutions is the teaching of English by Marine 
personnel. 

2.4-
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and other requests initiated by Marines continue to provide
soap input. The highlight of the month for soap contributions
was a docation of 18,000 bars of hand soap which was collected
as a result of a newspaper story written by Marguerite Higgins
on Civic Action in the Chu-Lai area. Division distributed
50,866 bars of soap throughout this period to subordinate
commands and of this quanity 7,869 bars were distributed to
the Vietnamess.

(6) Foodstuff

(a) Limited foodstuffs were introduced into the
Civic Action program during this period. First Marine Division
Associationdderated neverál.com 06fMasons s° ORC
Division received and distributed 85 cases. Additional
distribution of this candy will continue through Jan/Feb.
Other donations consisted of Raisins (25 cases), cookies,
nuts, candy, chewing gum and assorted can goods.

(7) C.A.E.E.

(a) Care commodities received this mont. are as
follows: 35 physical education kits; 30 midwifery replacement
lits; 8 midwifery kits; and 475 sewing kits. During this
period 6 care recuisitions were submitted.

(8) Clothing/Blankets/Toys

(a) Individual private donations of 68 boxes of
:lothing; 4 bales of CRS blankets; and a multitude of toys
from many private sources were utilized and distributed to the
vietnamese.

(9) Foreig: Claims

(a) A total of 14 claims were submitted to
ivision Foreign Claims for processing on behalf of the
Letnamese civiliars and of these 9 were forwarded to Saigon.
here were no settlements for pending claims during this period
except for several claims paid off during operation "Harvost
Moon"

(10) Schools and Education

(at
(at Continued emphasis is being placed upon schools

and education through out all three enclaves. One of the most
significant contributions is the teaching of English by Marine
personnel.
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• 
English is being taught by Y'lar1l\es at the following locationsi 
(518085) (525Q86) (5l51141 (519091) (500066) (995685) (884767) 
(946697) (90l819). In addition ar~~angement5 by 3rdShore 
Party Battalion were just completed to commence teaching 
English in 4. pr~ary schools in the Hoa Phat/Hoa Tho village 
complex. 

(b) 3rd Recon Battalion is assisting the Rca Vang 
Distriot High School (013724) in the establishment of • ~al 
library which will provide service to students of b~th Hoa 
Yang and Hieu Due Districts. Books and related materials will 
be forthcOiling tram the 11Iva F-iann Junior High School If in 
Tacoma, Washington. Major Dwain Colby~ Operations Offi~e~ from 
.3rd Racon BattalioIi'W_~~~':::l'_ <:;.. 3;1-,j2r~5 ~"..ii~;;;»~ 
U.S. text book tor the start of this library. The associated 
s"'1udent body of nlva Mann Jr. 111gb", through correspondence 
'"i_th l..mjor Colby is ilupporting this program as a. joint school 
«~fort' by sending old U.S. text books. 

(0) Other Vietn~.e schools support continue ~o 
~~1.e Phong Le Bac (001716); Hoa Phat Buddhist (98~W65); Hoa 
~·;linh (94-9704) i and the neW' addition of the Hoa Cam school 
.')78703) • 

(d) Contact with the Vietnamese-American association 
lAA) in Da Nang, bas prom1secS~.tbltD&llle:Se~~:~ir.:or 

..; i.str1bution to the rural schools. . ... ..__ . 

(e) Attendance at the MAC-V/USOM Advisory school 
'.J Saigon included e1 viI Affairs Officers from the 3rd Anti. 
f'a.nk. Battalion, 3rd Marines, and the 12th Marines. School W'as 
~mducted during the period 13-11 De:c.ember • 

. ~ (f) CiviJ .. Affairs Seminar was conducted for the 
.fficers and Staff NCO's of the 3rd Battalion, 9th Marines. 
·:';"sc1itssion centered on '.hy Civic ActiOn". 

d. CommunitI Relations 

'l1) General 

(a) Vietnamese/l~ine Carps relationshir:s~ 
'::'0 improve. Examples of t;his improvement are ef"ident by the 
following: luncheon given~in honor of the )rd Shore Party 
3a~talion.Surgeon, for his MEDeAP a~~~v~~¥ ~ iHR~ g! ~S~2+ 
CfP.~~ ~§ ~ ho& ~~ ~~et area;·· . 
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English is being taught by Marines at the following locationsB
(525086) (515114) (519091) (500066) (995685) (884767)

(946697) (901819). In addition arrangements by 3rd Shore
Party Battalion were just completed to commence teaching
English in 4 primary schools in the Hoa Phat/Hoa Tho village
complex.

(b) 3rd Recon Battalion is assisting the Hoa Vang
District High School (013724) in the establishment of a rural
library which will provide service to students of both Hoa
Vang and Hieu Duc Districts. Books and related materials will
be forthcoming from the "Iva Mann Junior High School" in
Tacoma, Washington. Major Dwain Colby, Operations Officer from
3rd Redon Battalionw
U.S. text book for the start of this library. The associated
student body of "Iva Mann Jr. High", through correspondence
with Major Colby is supporting this program as a joint school
fort by sending old U.S. text books.

(c) Other Vietnamese schools support continue to
the Phong Le Bac (001716); Hoa Phat Buddhist (988765) Hoa
.hinh (949704) and the new addition of the Hoa Cam school
078703).

(d) Contact with the Vietnamese American association
VAA) in Da Nang, has promised Itatnemese trextre
istribution to the rural schools.

(e) Attendance at the MAC-V/USOM Advisory school
in Saigon included Civil Affairs Officers from the 3rd Anti-
ank Battalion, 3rd Marines, and the 12th Marines. School was
nnutted during the period 13-17 December.

(f) Civil Affairs Seminar was conducted for the
ficers and Staff NCO's of the 3rd Battalion, 9th Marines.
iscussion centered on thy Civic Action".

Community Relationsd.

(1) General

(a) Vietnamese/Marine Corps relationships
to improve. Examples of this improvement are evident by the
following: luncheon given in honor of the 3rd Shore Party
Battalion Surgeon, for his MEDCAP activity in support of school
children in the hoe Vang strict area;
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• 
the Marine Corps assi2tanee requested by the Bu:'dhist leaders 
of Chu-Lai to fly a )20 lbs Buddha:~£rom'"'Da··~ft.!.!&:\'AW~~-:'t'1;1ftb~r 
indicated that the Bu~lhist/Marine relationships ~ontinue to 
improve; and the deli\drance of Christmas cards by the many 
Vietnamese officials atld local citizens during Chr!_stmas weel. 
T'lis response certainl:;;- is attributed to contacts r..ade 
t:lrough Civic Action prCJnarily·. 

(2) Sanitation ~.nd Health 

(a) 3rd Bat'~-,alion, 4th Marines constructe,] 2 to1-1<ets 
for public use in the v::llage of Thuy Tan (910149)" 

(3) JIolidays 

(a) Christmas was highlighted throughout.-;:al..'t_:~ 
'I\.OR's by unit Christmar Parties. Gifts of candy, clothing, 

.... J)ts and blankets were c:.istributed to several thousand children 
1~ 14 separate parties. Parties of special significance were: 
"'jae Hoa Vang District (013724) Veterans Association Christmas 
-J;-trty, . hosted by the district Veterans and assisted by Division, 

_, '11"' the widows and orphans of ARVN ex-servicemen; and the 1st 
!. ·::ph. Tractor Battalion Christmas party with its decorated 
'.'actor, provided several hundred gifts to the children of the 
,. '-< Nang Sampan communi"iY (041753). 

(b) DivisiJn Band participated througho~th$~ 
.J:1.tire period in supportiof the Civic Action effort. Programs 
o~:-esented were as follows: Conducted concert in conjunction 
. '.' ~th distribution of care commodities at the An Hai school 
:.!!.8769) ; conducted nPeople to People" concert at the rr!4arket 

.ace" in Tuy Loan #1 (943701); participated in the Roa Yang 
,--i.strict Veterans Christmas Party and ceremony {Ol3724); and:. 
: 'nducted Christmas c·mcerts at other Division units in 

.. njunction with parties for the Vietnamese children at both 

.~e Da Nang and Chu-Lcd enclaves. The Division Band continues 
I highlight al~ actiV'ities in which it is involved and is an 
'!set to the overall Civil Affairs Program. 

e. frojects 

( l) P laygr01:'ld§ 

(a) Pla~iground equipment was,received late in 
ncembel' from the Commanding Genel"al Marine Corps Supply Cente.r 
~~stQv:. This equipment will be distributed to outlying rural 
school..; in Janupry 1966. Playground equipment is highly 
recept~ve by the children. 3rd Engineer Battalion constructed 
playground equipment for the Da Son school (961765); 3rd Anti 
Tank B~ttalion continues work on the An Hai playground (048769). 
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the Marine Corps assistance requested by the Buddhist leaders
of Chu-Lai to fly a 300 lbs Buddha Da Nang which further
indicated that the Bud.hist/Marine relationships continue to
improve; and the deliverance of Christmas cards by the many
Vietnamese officials and local citizens during Christmas week.
This response certainly is attributed to contacts Lade
through Civic Action primarily.

(2) Sanitation and Health

(a) 3rd Battalion, 4th Marines constructed 2 toilets
for public use in the village of Thuy Tan (910149).

(3) Holidays

(a) Christmas was highlighted throughout
AOR's by unit Christmas Parties. Gifts of candy, clothing,
ys and blankets were distributed to several thousand children

in 14 separate parties. Parties of special significance were:
the Hoa Vang District (013724) Veterans Association Christmas
arty, hosted by the district veterans and assisted by Division,

the widows and orphans of ARVN ex-servicemen; and the 1st
ph. Tractor Battalion Christmas party with its decorated
actor, provided several hundred gifts to the children of the
Nang Sampan community (041753).

(b) Division Band participated throughout the
entire period in supportiof the Civic Action effort. Programs
ocesented were as follows: Conducted condert in conjunction
with distribution of care commodities at the An Hai school
4.8769) ; conducted "People to People" concert at the "Market
.ace" in Tuy Loan #1 (943701); participated in the Hoa Vang
strict Veterans Christmas Party and ceremony (013724); and
inducted Christmas concerts at other Division units in
injunction with parties for the Vietnamese children at both

..e Da Nang and Chu-Lai enclaves. The Division Band continues
highlight all activities in which it is involved and is an
set to the overall Civil Affairs Program.

e. Frojects

(1) Playgrounds

(a) Playground equipment was received late in
recember from the Commanding General Marine Corps Supply Center
Barston, This equipment will be distributed to outlying rural
schools in January 1966. Playground equipment is highly
receptive by the children. 3rd Engineer Battalion constructed
playground equipment for the Da Son school (961765) : 3rd Anti
Tank Battalion continues work on the An Hai playground (048769).

ENCLOSURE (1)
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. (2) Bridges 

(~) ~s~ Battalion, 4th Marines completed work on a 
briq.~e. at .Rynl viltag~ ,( 517111). 

(~r Roads!FenceLStructures . .. , 

(a} 3rd Battalion, 4th Mar lIle s constructed and ' 
installed 2 gates for a fence line going into the village of 
thuy Luong (912118), ' 

.. (b) 1st Battaliop., 4th l'vlarines bonstructed roof 
top for school house located at Khung Long (469070). 

(c) '4th .B'at'talion', 12th Marines provided. lumber 
and assistance to the hamlets or Diem Tru,Di'Bang and Phan 
,l)rmg for the construction of r~ce storage bins (861161). 

(4) Irrigation/vI/ells 

'st IVlarines 
")55715) •. 

(, 5) 

(a)'YSOM provided 20 S4cks of cement to 1st Battalion, 
for co~struction qf a well located at Thach Nhan 

Soil/AgricultU;e 

{a} USOM Repres?rttative distributed garden seed 
,2acke'ts to the 'people of Ky Ha village through the Civic Action 
s.ssistance rendered by 1st Battc:-~ion1 4th ~:1arines. 

, (6)' Sick Call Shelters 

(a) 3rd'Tank Battalion constructed a sick call 
: -lid 'station) she1te.J.' at the Ph,ong Bac/Ho~ Tho school (001716) • 

.. ; (b) 1st Battalion, 1st Marines conet:ructed a sick 
. 111 shelter in the hamlot of Thach Nhan (9557l5). 

(7) Government 

(a) Civic Action ·efforts continue to emphasize 
1i~e importance of local and national Vietnamese government. 
~-vidence of g~vernment responr?iveness is 'conspiouous by its 
3.bsence in the rural h·amlets' and villages • Th.is condition 
dxis'ts'~'p21imatt:i!+y ~~use :df..j!as~.tit .~rl.ii1w4ih tthe:se 
t,r.rtly:t~ :a~., 
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(2) Bridges

(a) 1st Battalion, 4th Marines completed work on a
bridge. at RynA village (517111).

(3) Roads/Fence/Structures

(a) 3rd Battalion, 4th Marines constructed and
installed 2 gates for a fence line going into the village of
Thuy Luong (912118).

(b) 1st Battalion, 4th Marines constructed roof
top for school house located at Khung Long (469070).

(c) 4th Battalion, 12th Marines provided lumber
and assistance to the hamlets of Diem Tru. Di Bang and Phan

Dong for the construction of rice storäge bins (861161).

(4) Irrigation/Wells

(a) USOM provided 20 sacks of cement to 1st Battalion,
st Marines for construction of a well located at Thach Nhan
955715).

(5) Soil/Agriculture

(a) USOM Representative distributed garden seed
packets to the people of Ky Ha village through the Civic Action
assistance rendered by 1st Battalion, 4th Marines.

(6) Sick Call Shelters

(a) 3rd Tank Battalion constructed a sick call
(aid station) shelter at the Phong Bac/Hoa Tho school (001716).

(b) 1st Battalion, 1st Marines constructed a sick
all shelter in the hamlet of Thach Nhan (955715).

(7) Government

(a) Civic Action efforts continue to emphasize
the importance of local and national Vietnamese government.
Evidence of government responsiveness is conspicuous by its
absence in the rural hamlets and villages. This condition
exists primarily because of insufficient security theseitn
outlying areas.
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f. General Ana~sis 

Time and experience thus far obtain~d from Civic Action 
indicates that the Division Civic Action programs and projects, 
should continue to be directed toward the rural populated 
areas for the purpose of effecting maximum impact and contact. 
This direction is considered essential at this point in the 
Civic Action effort'.. Hopefully-,- after considerab,le .exposure 
to the Marines assisting with JY1.I:!:DCAP, DENCAP. 'commodity 
jistribution, projects and social contacts, the Civic Action 
impact areas will become vulnerable and susceptible to 
GVN/ARVN Psy-v{ar and general pacification. . ., 

The only experience being obtained Jtb~ch--.;';f:.ai)'3be':'hlatedoto!1bhe 
direction proposed above is the trMarble 11tlountain Pacification 
C;:unpaign". The pacification campaign is being conducted by 
':'1e ARVN 59th Regional Force Battalion, People Action Teams, 
~~d other Pacification Cadres. Progress has been extremely 
9low in spite of the fact that Division Civic Action programs 
"'rare prevalent throughout ... ,;; this area for 2 months prior to the 
'rlN!ARVN pactlfication effort and therefore the results of 
'1is pact[ication effort should show more productivity. This 

,":".ow progress can be attributed to either a premature 
.. ~cification effort or insufficient Qivic Action impact. This 
. Jservation is derived from reports and dis'cussions with the 
", Leu Bong pacification headquarters. Whereas. ,;1i.::t.hls ~,samae 
J',:'ea could have had an. extended Divi sion Civic Action impact 
"r;1ich is presently being applied in other areas such as the 
ut Battalion, 1st lflarines, etc. J the extent of progress may 
'::,ave been accelerated in the Ma.rble Mountain Campaign. 

,. ,lerefore, it appears that the Civic Action impact described 
''1 the Recap of Daily SITREPs, if applied to an area for 5 to 6 

01' mths prior to pacification efforts, that the pacification 
~~d securing of the area may be accelerated and achieve a 
~:;:,eater degree of success. The mission of the Third Division 
".vic Action) of instilling in the 'populace of Vietnam 
.'Jilfidence in their duly constituted government, and to gain 

1e confidence and cooperation of the Vietnamese people 
,"3siding in its TAOR' s is further expanded to include Civie 
r~~tion as the forerunner requisite for general pacification and 
s3curing of rural populated ar~ms. It is concluded that a 
~i.efin·ite relationship exist$bbe.t.'We.enrpacifi:o,a1i1>on.~l!eS5a-mlnd 
'']i vic Action impac~, therefore 1 while additional experience is 
03ing obtained, Division,C~vic Action will continue to be 
jirected to achieve maximu~impact and contact wit~ the 
civilian population. 
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f. General Analysis

Time and experience thus far obtained from Civic Action
indicates that the Division Civic Action programs and projects
should continue to be directed toward the rural populated
areas for the purpose of effecting maximum impact and contact.

This direction is considered essential at this point in the

Civic Action effort. Hopefully, after considerable exposure
to the Marines assisting with MEDCAP, DENCAP commodity
distribution, projects and social contacts, the Civic Action

impact areas will become vulnerable and susceptible to

GVN/ARVN Psy-War and general pacification.

The only experience being obtained which can be relatedotoithe
direction proposed above is the "Marble Mountain Pacification

Campaign". The pacification campaign is being conducted by
one ARVN 59th Regional Force Battalion, People Action Teams,
and other Pacification Cadres. Progress has been extremely
slow in spite of the fact that Division Civic Action programs
were prevalent throughoutt this area for 2 months prior to the

VN/ARVN padification effort and therefore the results of

his pacification effort should show more productivity. This
ow progress can be attributed to either a premature
acification effort or insufficient Givic Action impact. This
oservation is derived from reports and discussions with the

leu Bong pacification headquarters. Whereas "this samee

erea could have had an extended Division Civic Action impact
which is presently being applied in other areas such as the

L3t Battalion, 1st Marines, etc., the extent of progress may
have been accelerated in the Marble Mountain Campaign.

herefore, it appears that the Civic Action impact described
2 the Recap of Daily SITREPs, if applied to an area for 5 to 6

nths prior to pacification efforts, that the pacification
and securing of the area may be accelerated and achieve a
reater degree of success. The mission of the Third Division
vic Action, of instilling in the populace of Vietnam
confidence in their duly constituted government, and to gain
e confidence and cooperation of the Vietnamese people
residing in its TAOR's is further expanded to include Civie

Action as the forerunner requisite for general pacification and

securing of rural populated areas. It is concluded that a

definite relationship existsbbetweenrpacification progress arrind

Civic Action impact, therefore, while additional experience is

being obtained, Division Civic Action will continue to be
directed to achieve maximum impact and contact with the
civilian population.
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g. Monthly Recap of Civic Action 

A. Medical Assi§~ance 
No. female adults assisted. 
No. male adults assisted 
No. children under 18 assisted 
Total persons assisted 

BA Dental Assistance 
No. ·of examinations 
No. of extractions 
No. of fillings 

,.'t 
Total persons assisted 
Personal Assistance 
No. pounds food distributed 
No. persons receiving food 
No. pounds clothing distributed 
No. persons receiving clothing 
NOe bars soap distributed 
No. persons receiving soap 
Evacuation Assistance 
No. adults evacuated medically 
No. children under 18 evacuated medically 
No. adults evacuated operationally 
No. children evacuated operationally 

. ~ Contacts with local personnel 
No. initial contacts 
No. follow-up contactsJ 

29 
DECLASSIFIED 

8,862 
6,798 
35,677 
51,337 

408 
9$3 
245 
1,290 

12,813 
1),127 
11,166 
9,034 
27,$69 
23,734 

83 
72 
13 
7 

1,685 
3,108 
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g. Monthly Recap of Civic Action

A. Medical Assistance

8,862No. female adults assisted

6,798No. male adults assisted
No. children under 18 assisted 35,677
Total persons assisted 51,337

Bn Dental Assistance

No. of examinations 408
No. of extractions 983
No. of fillings 245
Total persons assisted 1,290
Personal Assistance

12,813No. pounds food distributed
No. persons receiving food 13,127

11,166No. pounds clothing distributed
No. persons receiving clothing 9,034

27,869No. bars soap distributed
No. persons receiving soap 23,734
Evacuation Assistance

83No. adults evacuated medically
No. children under 18 evacuated medically 72
No. adults evacuated operationally 13

7No. children evacuated operationally
Contacts with local personnel

1,685No. initial contacts

3,108No. follow-up contacts:
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Diy Operations Orders Issued in Dec 1965 

;~i::rr~~Anne:x .A (Intelligence) to Operation Plan 354-65 (LONG LANCE) 

~ /; Operation Plan 354-65 

~-:( Operation Plan 355-65 

-f 5 -Opera tlon-pl8.n.- 356 .. 65-

.. 1 '--Operetion. ~!~":I_35Z·65 [S&C 286 422J 

~$.--operation Order 358~65 [S&C 286 448] 

:mTE: -tbSnge toOpOrde-r 353-65 f/w 3d Hal" Division C/Chronology, November- 1965 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

Div Operations Orders Issued in Dec 1965

Annex A (Intelligence) to Operation Plan 354-65 (LONG LANCE)

Operation Plan 354-65

Operation Plan 355-652

in Operation Plan 356-65

of Operation Plan 357-65 [s&c 286 422]

Operation Order 358-65 [S&C 286 448]

NOTE: Change to OpOrder 353-65 f/w 3d Mar Division C/Chronology, November 1965
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.. 3dMarDiv 

0Jpy#_~ .... 

Operation Plan 354-65 

,,-N& LA}I(P 
.... ~ 

COPY~01----I3!L. 'opies 
3d Marine DiVISion (Rein) I FMF 
DJ. NANG t RVN 
181200Z Dec 1965 
Sere No. 00170~65 

Ref: (a) Maps: .AMS Series; L701, Sheets 6558 I &: II and 66,58 In &: IV 
(b) DiY Op 0 343-65 

TilIle Zane; Hotel 

Task O~ization 

li Marine D1vieian (Rein) 
)i Marines 
9th Marines 
12th Marines 
3d Recon Bn 

1. gTUATION 

a. ¥:nent1 F~UY..Q.. Annex A (Intelll~~nce) 

(1) ISUMS as issued .. 

men WALT 
Col FISHER 
Col GORMAN 
Col CALLENDER 
L tCol VAN CLEVE 

rc o Atta.chments and D.e.t..achments. E;t'tectiv9 on order. 

d.. aAsy.mpt·ioPJ!9 Thai;. the enel1\V 8ituatio~ does not s;bstant-1aliy change .&om 
~urrent estimates. 

,-

2. MISSION. Carunencing M .. Hour. D..])ay, 3d Mar Div conducts search and destroy 
operation 1n- the southwest comer of the DA NANG TAOR; finds t fixes. and destroys 
ene~ forces in area in order to reduce Viet Cong potential for harassment and/or 
attack in DI. NANG TAOH. 

3. ElCECUTION 
-

a. Concept at Owptian 
--'" 

(1) In coordination with ARYN forces operating south of the Song VU GIA 
and supported by the 1st MAW, Third Marine Division at L..Hour. on 
DdOay will land a heliborne blQcking force vie NONG LAM (2) (AT 8;,6) 
to CKmUpy high ground ani prevent enemy exit to wast; commencing at 
M=Hour, DJla.y attack !rOil LOD on axis of 3d Marines MSR, search arrl 
dest:roy- enemy forces t ani link up with helibome force: continue search 
and destroy operation to HA. NIlA (2) (AT 79,54) i counter march, conduct 
return movement to LOD o Deception plan and secrecy of intentions 

DEC251965 SECREf 
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3d Marine Division (Rein), FMF
DA NANG. RVN
181200Z Dec 1965
Ser. No. 00170-65
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Operation Plan 354-65

Ref: (a) Maps: AMS Series; L701, Sheets 6558 I & II and 6658 III & IV
(b) Div Op 0 343-65

Time Zone: Hotel

Task Organization

3d Marine Division (Rein) MGen WALT
3d Marines Col FISHER
9th Marines Col GORMAN

Col CALLENDER12th Marines
3d Recon Bn LtCol VAN CLEVE

1. SITUATION

a. Enemy Forces. Annex A (Intelligence)

(1) ISUMS as issued,

b. Friendly Forces. Reference (b)

C. Attachments and Detachments. Effective on order.

d. Assumptions. That the enemy situation does not substantially change from
current estimates.

2. MISSION. Commencing M-Hour, D-Day, 3d Mar Div conducts search and destroy
operation in the southwest corner of the DA NANG TAOR; finds, fixes, and destroys
enemy forces in area in order to reduce Viet Cong potential for harassment and/or
attack in DA NANG TAOR.

3. EXECUTION

a. Concept of Operation

(1) In coordination with ARVN forces operating south of the Song VU GIA
and supported by the 1st MAW, Third Marine Division at L-Hour, on
D_Day will land a heliborne blocking force vic NONG LAM (2) (AT 8356)
to occupy high ground and prevent enemy exit to west; commencing at
M-Hour, D.Day attack from LOD on axis of 3d Marines MSR, search and
destroy enemy forces, and link up with heliborne force: continue search
and destroy operation to HA NHA (2) (AT 7954); counter march, conduct
return movement to LOD. Deception plan and secrecy of intentions

SECRET
DEC 2551965
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considered essential to operation. Estimated duration of operation 
is three days. Annex B (Operation Overlay). 

b. li ·Marines 

(1) Commencing at 1.Hour on D-D~ 1'!Jld helibome blocking force to prevent 
enemy exit to the west. 

(2) Commencing at M-Hour. D..Day, conduct search am destroy operation 
along uia )d MarinesMSR ani Route 14 to southwest corner DA NANG TAOR. 
Annex B (Operation Overlay). 

(3) Assume OPCON Division Reserve if' committed. 

(4) Make maximUM use of small units to find, fix am destroy by artillery/air 
Viet Cong forces in zone. 

c. 12th Marines 

(1) Position neoessary artUlery units to provide support by 1600H D.l. 

(2) Priority of' fires to Third Marines. 

d. );! ReoonnBisance Battalion. Provide observation and surveillance over 
objective area from high ground to the north of Route 14; report findings 
directly to Jd Marines in addition to normal reports to this Headquarters. 

e.. 9th Marines. Provide one ccmparw as Division Reserve at 0800H, D.l. Notify' 
this Headquarters ot designated company. 

-- -

f. Diyision Reelerve. 

(1) Co...--. Ninth Marines will be on one (1) hour alert for deployment with 
3d Marines.. ClIOP to 3d Marines on order this Headquarters. 

g. CQQrdinat~ng Ipe1irv.ctiQIlC! 

(1) Emplo,yment Qf Riot Control Agents authorized. 

(2) Unclassified Code Name: LONG LANCE 

(J) M-Hour and D-Day as designated by CO t )i Marines t but no earlier than 
140700H J alUlary 19~ 

(4) Tbis plan effective .for planning upon rec~ipt and .fQr execution on order. 

(5) Direot liaison between partioipating commanis authorized, 
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considered essential to operation. Estimated duration of operation
is three days. Annex B (Operation Overlay).

b. 3d Marines

(1) Commencing at L-Hour on D-Day land heliborne blocking force to prevent
enemy exit to the west.

(2) Commencing at M-Hour, D-Day, conduct search and destroy operation
along axis 3d Marines MSR and Route 14 to southwest corner DA NANG TAOR.
Annex B (Operation Overlay).

(3) Assume OPCON Division Reserve if committed.

(4) Make maximum use of small units to find, fix and destroy by artillery/air
Viet Cong forces in zone.

C. 12th Marines

(1) Position necessary artillery units to provide support by 1600H D-1.

(2) Priority of fires to Third Marines.

3d Reconnaissance Battalion. Provide observation and surveillance overd.
objective area from high ground to the north of Route 14; report findings
directly to 3d Marines in addition to normal reports to this Headquarters.

e. 9th Marines. Provide one company as Division Reserve at 0800H, D-1. Notify
this Headquarters of designated company.

f. Division Reserve.

(1) Co , Ninth Marines will be on one (1) hour alert for deployment with
3d Marines. CHOP to 3d Marines on order this Headquarters.

g. Coordinating Instructions

(1) Employment of Riot Control Agents authorized.

(2) Unclassified Code Name: LONG LANCE

(3) M-Hour and D-Day as designated by CO, 3d Marines, but no earlier than
140700H January 1966

(4) This plan effective for planning upon receipt and for execution on order.

(5) Direct liaison between participating commands authorized.

SECRET2
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4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOOISTICS. 

a. Supply 

(1) General- n.SG is the initial source for Claas I. III. IV aDd V.Re­
supply from FLSG as required. 

(2) PrescriMl Load 

(a) Class I-I Day HCI v/fuel per individual 

(b) Class II - Combat essential equipnent as presoribed by commarrler. 

(c) Class III - Vehicle tanks full, 5 gal fuel cans .full am. mounted on 
vehicles. 4 dB¥5 special oils and lubricants. 

(d) Class IV co As deemed. essential by Camnander. 

(e) Class V - Basic allowance. 

(f) Medical supplies w Full initial allowance plus three days high usage 
items. 

(g) Water - 2 full canteens per man. All water cans full. 

(3) Resupply ... All classes by Burrace or air from FLSG. 

(4) Distribution - Unit distribution. 

b. EyaCuation ani Homitalization 

(1) Eyacuation .. Four hour evacuation policy. 

(a) By most eJ:peditious means to ComPClIl¥ C, 3d Medical Battalion. 

(b) Weapons and organizational equipment will be evacuated with casualties. 

(0) VCC/VCS and indigenous civilian personnel. • .for emergency life saving 
surgery only, to Company C. )l Medical Battalion. 

(2) Hospital1:zation = As determined by CO. )d Medical Battalion. 

c. Transportation 

(1) Motor Transport aDd helicopter. 

(2) 3d M,,t,or Transport Battalion provides trucks as required. 

d. Service "" Drl vert operator or <crew ma.1ntenaqce only. 

e. Salvage = All damaged and unserviceable material will be turned in upon 
completion of operation. 
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4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.

a. Supply

(1) General - FLSG is the initial source for Class I, III, IV and V. Re-

supply from FLSG as required.

(2) Prescribed Load

(a) Class I - 1 Day MCI w/fuel per individual

(b) Class II - Combat essential equipment as prescribed by commander.

(c) Class III - Vehicle tanks full, 5 gal fuel cans full and mounted on
vehicles. 4 days special oils and lubricants.

(d) Class IV - As deemed essential by Commander.

(e) Class V - Basic allowance.

(f) Medical supplies - Full initial allowance plus three days high usage
items.

(g) Water - 2 full canteens per man. All water cans full.

(3) Resupply - All classes by surface or air from FLSG.

(4) Distribution - Unit distribution.

b. Evacuation and Hospitalization

(1) Evacuation as Four hour evacuation policy.

(a) By most expeditious means to Company C, 3d Medical Battalion.

(b) Weapons and organizational equipment will be evacuated with casualties.

(c) VCC/VCS and indigenous civilian personnel, for emergency life saving

surgery only, to Company C, 3d Medical Battalion.

(2) Hospitalization a As determined by CO, 3d Medical Battalion.

C. Transportation

(1) Motor Transport and helicopter.

(2) 3d Motor Transport Battalion provides trucks as required.

d. Service - Driver/operator or crew maintenance only.

e. Salvage - All damaged and unserviceable material will be turned in upon
completion of operation.
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f. PersonneJ. 

(1) Casualty reporting in accordance with Div 0 )040.2A. 

(2) Gommencing Dt-l 5ulmit Personnel Daily Summary as of 2400H D-Day by 
l200H following day in accordance witt fi1vO lOeO.). 

(J) Routine administration in accordance with current directives. 

(4) Grayes Registration - KIA will be evacuated through medical evacuation 
prescribed in paragraph 4. b. above. 

g. CAptured PersonneJ. and Documents - In accordance with 00, 3d Marine Division 
190846Z October 1965 and DiVO PJ800.1E. 

h. MifiiCel1aneoUl 

(1) Uniform and equiJ;l1lent - as prescribed by commarider •. 

(2) Items of captured material that cannot be made serviceable or evacuated 
will be destroyed on authority this Headquarters. 

(J) Civil Aftairs - In accoroance with Dive .5080.1 • 

.5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATION-ELECTRONICS 
i 

a. Communication is in accordance with Annex I ot reterence (b) arrl Dive 02000.2 
(0). 

b. Ji Marine Division CommunicatiPfj COl!!.panv - provide communication personnel 
and necessary equipment to the 4jvision Liaison Officer ani this Headquarters 
for the purpose of activating a Division Liaison Net Ilo 

(1) Frequency: 

- .. (a) Primary 2264 

(b) A.lternate .5272 

(2) Emmission - Voice 

(;) Call Signs~ 

(a) Division Headquarters - MONROE 

(b) Liai6o~ Offioer - MONROE KILO 

c. Activate when directed. 

e. Direct liaison authorized between partiCipating Commands including I Gorps 
on mattera pertaining to Communication. 

4 
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f. Personnel

(1) Casualty reporting in accordance with Div 0 3040.2A.

(2) Commencing D+1 submit Personnel Daily Summary as of 2400H D-Day by
1200H following day in accordance with Divo 1080.3.

(3) Routine administration in accordance with current directives.

(4) Graves Registration - KIA will be evacuated through medical evacuation

prescribed in paragraph 4.b. above.

g. Captured Personnel and Documents - In accordance with CG, 3d Marine Division

190846Z October 1965 and Divo P3800.1E.

h. Miscellaneous

(1) Uniform and equipment - as prescribed by commander.

(2) Items of captured material that cannot be made serviceable or evacuated
will be destroyed on authority this Headquarters.

(3) Civil Affairs - In accordance with DivO 5080.1.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATION_ELECTRONICS

a. Communication is in accordance with Annex I of reference (b) and DivO 02000.2

(c).

b. 3d Marine Division Communication Company - provide communication personnel
and necessary equipment to the Division Liaison Officer and this Headquarters
for the purpose of activating a Division Liaison Net #1.

(1) Frequency:

(a) Primary 2264

(b) Alternate 5272

(2) Emmission - Voice

(3) Call Signs

(a) Division Headquarters - MONROE

(b) Liaison Officer - MONROE KILO

C. Activate when directed.

e. Direct liaison authorized between participating Commands including I Corps
on matters pertaining to Communication.
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f 0 Notify this Headquarters of C )1IIlTland post locations when established. 

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERALVlLT: 

ANN~: 

JA "" Intelligence (To be published., 
J B ~ Operation Over1q 

DISTRIBUTION: 

CMC (A03) 
CMCS (MCEC) 
01, FMFPac 
00 8 III MAF 
00 9 FMAW 
ADC eMf' GIW 
:Ji Marines 
12th Marines 
9t,h Marines 
3d Recon Bn 
3d Engr Bn 
3d Tank En 
1st AraT rae Bn 
~st En, 12t h Mar 
FLSG 
Gr-1 
G=2 
G=3 
G=4 
CEO 
)d. Med .Bn 
:;nMTl\n 
S&C 
,u AT in 
Gc:>;') 

2 
2 
2 
10 
5 
:3 
10 
:3 
:3 
J 
:3 
:3 
J 
J 
:3 
2 
:3 
5 
:3 
J 
2 
2 
2 
:3 
1 

~,;f~ 
D. W. SHERMAN 
Chief of Staff 
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f. Notify this Headquarters of C mmand post locations when established.

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT:

D. it. Shemmon
D. W. SHERMAN
Chief of Staff

ANNEXES:

/A 8 Intelligence (To be published.)JB - Operation Overlay

DISTRIBUTION:

CMC (A03) 2
CMCS (MCEC) 2
CG, FMFPac 2
CG, III MAF 10
CG, FMAW 5
ADC CMT GRP 3
3d Marines 10
12th Marines 3
9th Marines 3
3d Recon Bn 3
3d Engr Bn 3
3d Tank Bn 3
1st AmTrac Bn 3
ist Bn, 12th Mar 3
FLSG 3
G-1 2
G-2 3
G-3 5
G_4 3
CEO 3
3d Med Bn 2
3a MT bn 2
S&C 2
3D AT In 3
G-5 1
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3dJfar1D.D1v1s1on. FMP' 
IWItIIG, !mI 
19l2OOZDec196S 

OOlMU65 ,_ 
Annex A (Intelligence) to OperatlQD Plan 154-6, (LCJIG LANCE) , 

Ref': (a) 

(b) 
eel 

Hap:VIE'l'WAK: l:SO',OJO; AIlS Series L701. Sheets 6558 I & n and 
6658" III Ie' IV 
3~_DiT cPo 343-65 
3dlfarDi vO', P)8Ol.lE 

1. SU!OURY OF EmKY Sl'TUATIOlI. 

(l) 

(2) 

The 10wtand' area north ot the SClfGW GD. ~tween north-aQlfth grid 
1~'1!I ZC 2l. and" 1:r87 (southwest corner ot" DlJlARU"TlCll) 1. leUeTed 
to be the operat1ncarea ot'the KS4and U3thDtstrtct Ccapaniee. 
An ~dentitbdcall~' operat •• h'1.h.,QJh7th&t''''' nortbwat 
~tbe sctIG W'OIl:~ ZO 16S4.k·b1r.tt&l.1OD';'·~0IIf1lWd as the 
~, operate. north or-.th. SCIIG 10 on 111 Tic1n1t7 ZC'1:951. 

- . " . 

~. '34?f;h'~, (Prov1nC1Il. .) i..-beH~d·i,obe·:qat:-ot"-t.be 
confiuenceot :-the S(IIG W GIl, sam!I BGRIl, ,ancLPG THtT·lOf1n 
the g8lleral.' area otAT'-CJ336. Abattallm,'¢ct.tftted"but pos-
sibl,. the-one"'l"epurt-edto-w''"CaIIIIII1cied'-bT LAX, ,i. pi:Pebab17 in the low­
land are.soutb of'the SIlIG THU !QI ·fIocii 1!t8849to'I.T 93S2. An 
unid.entitl-ed CCllpat)7 (po •• lb17 .1..-. o? HS4-an4/01" ll3th cOli­
panies) operate .oUther the DO W GIl in the area ot zc 1954. 

. , . 
b. En. Installations 

(1) VC rice and food storage areaa have been. reported in as AT 0057 
and AT 8151. 

(2) Despite ARVN instUlati.-ona1ocated at DAI LOO ViciJdt7 AT 917582 
and in Vicinit7 Hill 6S i;t AT 8858, the va enjoT rell.ti.,.. treedom 
of action in the olJject±n area. 

(3) T~ ara ind1cat1.lmlJ that th. bill -area 1JnaIediate17 north of' the 
saw VU GIA mq be"a--atqtn:g or--harbor±iig"area tor VClUd.ts ot at 
laast cOIIlp&DTandprobab17battalionsi... The presence of' unite 
in t~ hUl .area' at GfT aaet1ae ia s.ldalll contirmad. 

c. l!D-.r'ct1rltiea. See Appendix 1 (lrrleJQ" ActivitJ" OVer1q) and intel­
ligence 81lIIIII&rles and "POrts as isslIad. 

1-1 
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Annex A (Intelligence) to Operation Plan 354-65 (LONG LANCE)

Ref: (a) Map: VIETNAM: 1:50,000; AMS Series L701, Sheets 6558 I & II and
6658 III & IV

(b) 3dMarDiv OpO 343-65
(c) 3dMarDiv0 P3800.1E

I. SUMMARY OF ENEMY SITUATION.

a. Enemy Dispositions

(1) The lowland area north of the SONG VU GIA between north-south grid
lines ZC 21 and AT 83 (southwest corner of DANANG TAOR) is believed
to be the operating area of the H54 and 113th District Companies.
An unidentified company operates in the valley that runs northwest
from the SONG VU GIA from ZC 1654. A battalion, unconfirmed as the
93d, operates north of the SONG VU GIA in vicinity ZC 1951.

(2) The 347th Company (Provincial MF) is believed to be east of the
confluence of the SONG VU GIA, SONG AI NGHIA, and SONG THU BON in
the general area of AT 9356. A battalion, unidentified but pos-
sibly the one reported to be commanded by LAM, is probably in the low-
land area south of the SONG THU BON from AT 8849 to AT 9352. An
unidentified company (possibly elements of H54 and/or 113th com-
panies) operate south of the SONG VU GIA in the area of ZC 1954.

b. Enemy Installations

(1) VC rice and food storage areas have been reported in GS AT 8057
and AT 8157.

(2) Despite ARVN installations located at DAI LOC vicinity AT 917582
and in vicinity Hill 65 at AT 8858, the VC enjoy relative freedom
of action in the objective area.

(3) There are indications that the hill area immediately north of the
SONG VU GIA may be a staging or harboring area for VC units of at
least company and probably battalion size. The presence of units
in the hill area at any one time is seldon confirmed.

c. Enemy Activities. See Appendix 1 (Enemy Activity Overlay) and intel-
ligence summaries and reports as issued.
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11. ~:eathur., See daily weather forecast:; Ilnd weather surm'?"J:'i("~ -:r; iSSUl";d 

in ISUMS. Weather features for the mont.h of .Tam-e ry u1"!,! as follo,",'s: 

(1) Clouds - Hean cloudiness 77% pith .3 to .1, cloud cov~r. 

(2) Ceilings -:- 3000 -5000 f(';et w/visibility of 5 miles or b~tt ,~r. 

(J) T~mpcra.tUl"'e ...;l~ean daily ~75° and.luintmum 65°. 

(4) Humidity- Kean relative ' 86%. 

(5) Precipitation ... lfean4.2 inch; maxtmum12.4 inch; r::i.nimum 0.6 
inch. }.iE:0ll number of days with, sorr..e dlimiq'n - Ih. 

. ., - . 

b. Astronomical and fidaJ.. Data. 

DATE TINE" ' TIDALHT'!l> 
1 0401 }.$ 0715 " 1826 

10;0 2.7 
1846 :3.$ 

0003 3~3 
0529 3.5 

2 0715 

1101 2.'9 
1904 4.0 

3 0154 '2.9 0716 
07~.J 3.2 
1104 3.0 
1932 4.4 

0305 2.4 Q716 ~r' 
.J.(."." 

2009 £,.7 

5 0400 2~1 ,0.71.6 1E,28 
2050 5.0 

6 0453 1~7 071-7 lC29 
'21.36 5.3 

7 0542 1.4 0717 1830. 
2221. 5.5 

8 0631 1.4 0717 1: 
2313 5.6 

9 0719 1.4 0717 1831 

,·,~~·t·-·T 
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2. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ARIA OF OPERATIONS

a. Weather. See daily weather forecasts and weather surmaries 20 issued
in ISUMS. Weather features for the month of January are as follows:

(1) Clouds - Mean cloudiness 77% with .3 to 6 cloud cover.

(2) Ceilings - 3000-5000 feet w/visibility of 5 miles or better,

(3) Temperature - Mean daily maximum 75° and minimum 65°.

(4) Humidity - Mean relative 86%.

(5) Precipitation - Mean 4.2 inch; maximum 12.4 inch; minimum 0.6
inch. Mean number of days with some showers - 14.

b. Astronomical and Tidal Data

TIDAL HT (ft)TIMEDATE SUMSETSUNRISE

18263.80401 07151
2.71050

1846 3.8

18263.32 07150003
3.50529
2.91101

1904 4.0

0716 182701543 2.9
0743 3.2

3.01104
4.41932

0716 10.2.403054
4.72009

0716 16282.15 0400
2050 5.0

6 07170453 18291.7
2136 5.3

05427 1.4 0717 1830
2224 5.5

0631 1.48 18300717
5.62313

0719 183107171.49

CREST
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~ TIME TIDAL m'(Ft) SUNRISE SUNSET -
10 0003 .5.5 0718 1831 

0005 1.5 

11 0053 5.3 0718 1832 
0846 . 1.7 

12 0144 5.0 0718 1833 
0921 2.0 

13 0236 . 4.5 o7la 1833 
0949 2.3 
0719 3.5 
2018 ' .3.2 

14 0.33.3 4.0 0718 l834 . 
1007 ' 2~6 
1742 3.7 
2241 3.1 

15 0437 3.6 0718. 1834 
1011 2.8 
1813 4.0 

16 0113 2.9 0718 1835 
0625 .3.1 
0956 2.9 
11351 4.3 

17 0259 2.5 ona 1836 
19.33 4.6 

18 0402 2.2 0718 11336 
2017 4.8 

19' 0448 2.0 0718 18.37 
2101 5.0 

20 0527 3.1 0718 1837 
2144 5.0 

NarES: 

(1) lAiration of Civil Twilight is apprOJdJnately 23 minutes. 

(2) Civil Twilight definition: The degree of illumina.tion at the 
beginning and end of Cirl;t Twilight is such that the brightest 
stars, are. just visible and ·terrestri&1 objects can be ea.sily 
distinguished. 
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SUNSETTIDAL HT(Ft) SUNRISEDATE TIME

18310718.5.5000310
1.50805

183207185.3005311
1.70846

183307185.0014412
2.00921

183307184.5023613
2.30949
3.50719
3.22018

183407184.0033314
2.61007
3,71742
3.12241

183407183.6043715
2.81011
4.01813

183507182.916 0113
3.10625
2.90956
4.31851

183607182.5025917
4.61933

183607182.2040218
4.82017

183707182.0044819
5.02101

183707183.1052720
5.02144

NOTES:

(1) Duration of Civil Twilight is approximately 23 minutes.

(2) Civil Twilight definition: The degree of illumination at the

beginning and end of Civil Twilight is such that the brightest

stars are just visible and terrestrial objects can be easily

distinguished.
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-... (3) DANANG local standard time 18 GCT plus a hours~ 

c. Terrain 

(1) Helicopter landing suitability - see Appendix 2. 

(2) Terrain trafficability - see Appendix 3. 

(3) Road, tra.il, and bri,dge sta.tus - see Appendix 4. 

(4) Waterway crossing sitee - 6ee Appendix 5. 

3. ESSENTIAL E:I..Fl@ITS OF INF'ORMATIOO . 

a. See Appendix l' (Intellig~nceRequirementB) to Annex B (Intelligence) 
to r~ferenee (b) a.s modified and applicable totl'ie specific area of 
operation. 

"b. Additional Intelligence Requirements: 

(1) Confirm the size, identification, and type or VC units that. nor­
ma.l.ly operate in the objective area •. 

__ o=--=-o-_-_--=-o""-'-o-_=~_-_=_~"""====_~__",=== __ 

(2) How are VC units in the area of operatione normallyresuPI)Lred?-

(3) What is the nature and capacity of VC camps, training centers, 
storage areas, etc., located in the area? What is the IXJ,rpose 
for these installations? 

(4) Are there any indications of captured U.S. personnel ha.ving been 
in the area of operation? Location? Exploita.tion? 

(5) Is there evidence of PAVN, CHICCH or other foreign advisors opera" 
ing in the area? 

(6) See Appendix 1 (Intelligence Requirements) to Armex B (Intl"ll~l!!nce) 
to reference (b) for other specific intelligence requirements. 

4. RECONNAISSAlWE AND OBSERVATION ~1ISSIONS 

a. Orders to Subordinate, Units 

(1) Infantry; Units 

(.) Conduct normal unit reconnaissance and obs~rva.tion ~.S set forth 
in reference (0). 

(b) Report information as obtained on EEIe and other intelligence 
. reqllirements by most expeditious means to G~. 
- - -- .~.-~-. --- ..... ~.---.--- .. -~~ -~.~---~--~--~ ---~.-.~-... -~~--- - .-.----~ - ~ ------- --- ._-
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(3) DANANG local standard time is GCT plus 8 hours.

C. Terrain

(1) Helicopter landing suitability - see Appendix 2.

(2) Terrain trafficability - see Appendix 3.

(3) Road, trail, and bridge status - see Appendix 4.

(4) Waterway crossing sites - see Appendix 5.

3. ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF INFORMATION

a. See Appendix 1 (Intelligence Requirements) to Annex B (Intelligence)
to reference (b) as modified and applicable to the specific area of

operation.

b. Additional Intelligence Requirements:

(1) Confirm the size, identification, and type of VC units that nor-

mally operate in the objective area.

(2) How are VC units in the area of operations normally resupplied?

(3) What is the nature and capacity of VC camps, training centers,
storage areas, etc., located in the area? What is the purpose
for these installations?

(4) Are there any indications of captured U.S. personnel having been

in the area of operation? Location? Exploitation?

(5) Is there evidence of PAVN, CHICOM or other foreign advisors opera

ing in the area?

(6) See Appendix 1 (Intelligence Requirements) to Annex B (Intelligence)
to reference (b) for other specific intelligence requirements.

4. RECONNAISSANCE AND OBSERVATION MISSIONS

a. Orders to Subordinate Units

(1) Infantry Units

(a) Conduct normal unit reconnaissance and observation as set forth

in reference (c).

(b) Report information as obtained on EEIs and other intelligence
requirements by most expeditious means to G-2.

SECRET
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•• •• (2) 3d Reconnaissance Battalion· 

(a) Conduct reconn&issance and ob$ervation as set forth by mission 
in the basic plan. 

(b) Report information &s obtained On EEls and other intelligence· 
requirements direct to' 3d Marines in addition to nonnal re~ 

, ports to this Headquarters (G-2/G-,3). . 

b • Reqg.ests to HiMer, Ad,1acent I and Supporting Unit s 

,(1) ~cjmma.nding 'General, III MAr 
I , 

(a.)"Pro~de information on'the area ,of· operation; as requested 
, to inelud~': ."'. 

1 Speci&l a.eria1 photography,; . 
2 TerrAin and trafficability st~dy. 
1 HLZ sUitability,study. 
~ Enemy activity study. 
~ Water barrier crossing study. 

(b) Provide current and predicted weather data that would adversely 
affect the operation during tho period 1-20 January 1966 • 

. (2) Command!n& General, 1st MAW. Provide obse.rvation aircraft for 
aerial reconnaissance and surveillance as requested. 

50 MEASU.ftE FOR HANDLING CAPl'URED P.ERSON~, DOCUMJ!m~, AND MATERIEL 

a. All wallets and personal effects of va ca.sualties will be forwarded 
INTACT to G-2. Troops w1ll be specifically instructed not to retain 
maney, photographs, ID pape~s, jewelry, etc. recovered from VC dead. 

1? Every effort will be made to keep captured docmnenta dry or, when 
wet upon capture, to minimize effect of wetting prior to forwarding 
to G-2. 

c. Ca.ptives found by screening to be vee will be expeditinusly ew'.cuat­
ed to the Jivision Collection Point DANM{G by helicopter: 

Priority I - VC Officers, key cadre, foreign advisors. 
Priority II - VC NCOs, guerilla leaders, communications personnel. 
Priority III - All other veC. 

d. See paragraph 5 or Annex B (Intelligence) to reference (b) ,for 
specific instructions. 

6. HAPS, CHAR'l'S) AND PHOTOO:lAPHS 

a. Reference (a) is the tactical map for thi5 operation. 
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(2) 3d Reconnaissance Battalion

(a) Conduct reconnaissance and observation as set forth by mission
in the basic plan.

(b) Report information as obtained on EEIs and other intelligence
requirements direct to 3d Marines in addition to normal re-
ports to this Headquarters (G-2/G-3).

b. Requests to Higher, Adjacent, and Supporting Units

(1) Commanding General, III MAF

(a) Provide information on the area of operation, as requested
to include:

1 Special aerial photography.
2 Terrain and trafficability study.
3 HLZ suitability study.
4 Enemy activity study.
5 Water barrier crossing study.

(b) Provide current and predicted weather data that would adversely
affect the operation during the period 1-20 January 1966.

(2) Commanding General, 1st MAW. Provide observation aircraft for
aerial reconnaissance and surveillance as requested.

5. MEASURE FOR HANDLING CAPTURED PERSONNEL, DOCUMENTS, AND MATERIEL

a. All wallets and personal effects of VC casualties will be forwarded
INTACT to G-2. Troops will be specifically instructed not to retain
money, photographs, ID papers, jewelry, etc. recovered from VC dead.

b. Every effort will be made to keep captured documents dry or, when
wet upon capture, to minimize effect of wetting prior to forwarding
to G-2.

c. Captives found by screening to be VCC will be expeditiously evacuat-
ed to the Division Collection Point DANANG by helicopter:

Priority I - VC Officers, key cadre, foreign advisors.
Priority II - VC NCOs, guerilla leaders, communications personnel.
Priority III - All other VCC.

d. See paragraph 5 of Annex B (Intelligence) to reference (b) for
specific instructions.

6. MAPS, CHARTS, AND PHOTOGRAPHS

2. Reference (a) is the tactical map for this operation.
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b. l{ap requirements will be submitted in accord~'ce with reference (e).· 

c. Ret~inall appendixes to thi.s annex for Operation NALLARD to be . 
announced. 

,. 

~ 7 • CoUt~TFlUNTEI,l !GENCE ; . 

See Appendix 2 (Counteriribiligence) to Annex A (Intelligence) to 
reference (b). 

, ---- -

8. REPORTS AND DISTRIBUTION 

-See paragr~ph a of reference (b). 

BY COJ.l1:AND OF MAJOR GENERAL ·'fA.lT. 
- ---

- - ---- __ ----O~-~=====-~ _ _"~=~_=-~~~O--'C- --- ~ 

D. W. SH:ER}~AN 

Colonel, U. s. }:arine Corps 
Chief of ,Staff 

"':::0 -- ~ _ ~-,-- ="-- ,~ . -~~=-::-~=,,--,,- -~ ~~~ - ,,~= ~ 

""" ,''''~ "~""""''''''-''.'''''''.' "'""'"''''''' .. ''~''''''' ,," -" ,,'" '" , ""'" "'"'".'''''''''''-''' ~"""""""'-""""""""""'~~""' '''''~. "'''''~".'~'''.''''"'''~' '~' 'COO"""'" ''''''"', '~"" """ "'~" '.'"""~''' '-" m'~',"' ~.'~' ~'.., '"""',,' ..... ,,' 

-}l - Enemy Activity Overlay 
,/2 - Helicopter Suitability Overl~ 
"i3 - Tel:'rain Overlay 
d 4 ..:. Road, Trail & Bridge Overlay 
....; 5 - L VT (River) and Troop (Stream) Cro8sinp Sites 

DISTRIBUTlOU: Same as OPLAN 354-65 

OFFICIAT: 

t;;J:t-tH/tA/ 
f,: u. scmlIVEn-.. ~. ~~ ~--- -
'L:iG.uLenant Colone1J · U ~s. !Iarine Corps. 
G,.-2 
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b. Map requirements will be submitted in accordance with reference (c).

C. Retain all appendixes to this annex for Operation MALLARD to be
announced.

7. COUNTFRINTELLIGENCE

See Appendix 2 (Counter intalligence) to Annex A (Intelligence) to
reference (b).

8. REPORTS AND DISTRIBUTION

See paragraph 8 of reference (b).

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL "ALT

D. W. SHERMAN

Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
Chief of Staff

APPENDIXES: (RETAIN FOR OPERATION MALLARD)

1 - Enemy Activity Overlay
2 - Helicopter Suitability Overlay
3 - Terrain Overlay

I 4 - Road, Trail & Bridge Overlay
5 - LVT (River) and Troop (Stream) Crossing Sites

DISTRIBUTION: Same as OPLAN 354-65

OFFICIAL :

Melover
K. J. SCHRIVER
Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
G-2
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~EQR£JT , 

Operation p~'J55-65 . 
Rof: (a) Map: VI1'TIIDI 1:.50,000 MS icr10s L701 Shc'ot 6658 ! 

(b) Di v Op 0 )4:3-6.5 
', .. ': .} 

. , 

Ti~o,Zonc: Hotpl 

TASK OltG.,irlUZATI0N: .Anne. A (Ta:sk Organiztion) 

1. SIIDitTION 

a. IiPOl::ty j' org Q S • hnnox B (Intelligence) and'lGuMfi as issuod. 

b. ir1endly Forces ' . ' 
(1) Roforenco (b) 

(2) MiN toPeCI'! conduct smirch and dCl!tro)" op~ration nor'h"~ 
fron HOI AN WQS't of SOl{G DE V01m to p1'ovon' enen? e.ee.~t~ 
west fran objective area.. 

(J) 1~~W provides close air support, aerial reconnaissance end 
_ heJ.j.e"pter sUPPOl't, 

(4) Naval Gm,flrc support to be provided. 

(,) VNN CotI.BtAl Survoillanco force maintain •• ecur1tY ot eoas' 
o! South China. Soa and denies use of inland waters 1~ objoot!¥e 

,aroa til va- eloDen tl.r.· ' 

e. ~tte.ch:Q.ents a.mi DotMhr.1B11U. Annex A (Task Organhation). 
Effective 0800R t D-l. 

J ' 
(1) That t~e onemyisituation Will reMain v11'~all, unchanged 

fr0n current estluntos. 

2. MISSIO~. ~h1rd Marine Divl,lon at E-Hour on i-Day. in coordination 
with AaVN for.es a\'~king tf9D the southweet, conducts opernti0na 
to ee3roh for and destroy en~ forces in the coastal area fron 
(BT 1236)4) to (:BIJ: 183589) and bounded by H..tl XAU, HIEP and DE VOlm 
Rivers on the Yost. 
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Copy C4 of 83 Copies
3d Marind Division (Roin)
DA NANG, RVN

181200 Dec-1965
Sor. 1c.

00171 65SECRET

Operation Plen 355-65

Ref: (a) Map: VIETNAM 1:50,000 AMS Series L701 Sheet 6658 I

(b) Div Op o 343-65

Timo Zone: Hotel

TASK ORGANIZATION: Annex A (Task Organistion)

1. SITUATION

a. Enony Forces. Annox B (Intelligence) and ISUM's as issued.

b. Friendly Forcos

(1) Reference (b)

(2) ARTN forces conduct search and destroy operation northward
from HOI AN west of SONG DE VONG to prevent enerry escape to
wost from objective area.

(3) FMAW provides close air support, aerial reconnaissance and

helicopter support.

(4) Naval Gunfire support to be provided.

(5) VNN Coastal Surveillance Force maintains security of coast
of South China Sea and denies use of inland waters in objective
area to VC elements.

C. Attachments and Detachments. Annex 4 (Task Organization).
Effective 0800H, D-1,

d. Assumptions

(1) That the enemy situation will remain virgually unchanged
from current estinates.

2. MISSION. Third Marine Division at E_Hour on F-Day, in coordination

with ARVN forces attacking from the southwest, conducts operations
to search for and destroy enemy forces in the coastal area from

(BT 123634) to (BT 183589) and bounded by HA XAU, HIEP and DE VOING

Rivers on the west.
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Commencing at ~-Hou~ .on F_Day, Qne 
-) (Rein) conducts LVT landings in ' 

southern and central portions of objective ar~a respootively; 
establishes blocking positions to the north and ~est of the 
objective aroa; tho landed clements to conduct 6~?rch and dostpoj" 
opel'ations in assigned zones, link up and continuo search· and 
destroy operations nOl'\h 1rlthin zones and to :&v!li.~:P6g'1~l)':'])ecel'UoD 
plan and psy war p~~ to be concurront with operations. ~st1~tcd 
duration of operation is 36 hours. Annex C (Operation Overlay), ' 

I 

9th Ma,rino s ' 

(1) At E-Hour on F-Day conduct landings with ava.ilable noa,ns 
in assigned objective area.· Annex C (Oporation Overley). 

Establish blocking force north and west portion of objoctive . ... ". . aroa'to provent onomy moyoment out of assigned zone, 
~ .... .. . 

{;} Conduot op~Dationact~ sesrch'fQn andla..tro~ enam~ ~orbes 
.. tn 'aBiIt~ed zone a. 

(4) Conduct psychologica1'~~fare to minimize non-co~batant 
casualties, 

(5) Employ artillery and/or a!r to ~axinum when ene~ forces 
fi~e~, : ' ' 

(6) Establish liaison with ARVN forces by utilizing organic 
personnel and communicati9Ps equipn~nt •. 

~ '" 
(7) Be prepared to ~.3SUl!le OP~ON of Division' Reserve on order. 

o. 12th Maripes 

. (l):l Provide su:pport frain, i>i:-e'~en\ posi,t1oh. 

Priority. 9f fir~s ~o, 9~h Marin,es dw"ing the operation. 
.. .., •• ~ • t r 

d. 3rd Marines 

( . 

." 
(1) Provide one,COl!lpD.!lY on two hour alert status as Division 

Reserve to be employed in objective area. 
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3. EXECUTION

Sept of Operation. Commencing at E_Hour on F-Day, one

infantry battalion (-) (Roin) conducts LVT landings in

southern and central portions of objective area respectively;
establishes blocking positions to the north and west of the

objective area; the landed elements to conduct search and destroy

oporations in assigned zones, link up and continue search and

destroy operations north within zones and to LVT landings Deception
plan and psy war plan to be concurrent with operations. Estimated
duration of operation is 36 hours. Annex C (Operation Overlay).

b. 9th Marinos

(1) At E-Hour on F-Day conduct landings with available means

in assigned objective area. Annox 0 (Operation Overlay).

(2) Establish blocking force north and west portion of objective
:1 : area to provent onemy movement out of assigned zone,

(3) Conduct operationact3 search for addidestroy enemy forbes
in assigned zone.

(4) Conduct psychological warfare to minimize non-combatant
casualties.

(5) Employ artillery and/or air to maximum when enemy forces

fixed

(6) Establish liaison with ARVN forces by utilizing organic

personnel and communications equipment.

(7) Be prepared to casume OPCON of Division Reserve on order,

C. 12th Marines

(1) Provide support from present position.

(2) Priority of fires to, 9th Marines during the operation:

(3) Provide liaison to ARVN artillery as required.

d. 3rd Marines

(1) Provide one company on two hour alert status as Division

Reserve to be employed in objective area,
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•• 
e. D1y1sion Roserye 

(1) Oonpa.IlJ _, Jd ltJarines CROP to 9th Marines-on order 
this Headqu~,rters. 

(2) Be prepcred to assun8 offensive mission assigned by 
. 9th Iviarinos. 

f. CQQrdinnt~D€ Instructiops 

(1) 1-Rour and F_Day aa designated by 00, 9th Marines, 
but no later than 04l4ooR January 1966. 

(2) Unclassified Operation Code l~~eis: WAf/. :BONNET 

(J) 4ttacbnents effective 080oR, D-l. 

(4) Riot Control .. :.gents authorized in Msigned zone or-lYe 

(5) This plan effective for plann~rg on receipt, and 
eAocutiQn on order. 

(6) Direct liaison between participating units is 
authorized. 

4. JJ)MlNISTaATION AND LOGISTICS 

a. Supply . 

(1) ganor~ - FLSG is the initial souroe for Claas It III. IV 
8,..1'1(1 V. Resupply from FLSG a.s req'Uired. 

(2) Proscribed LOad 

(a) Class I - 1 day MOl w/fucl per individual. 

(b) Class II - Coubnt essential oq'Uipaont as proscribed 
by cOrJ'I:ltll?-dor. 

(0) Closs III - Vohiclo tanks full, 5 gal fuel cans full 
and I:lountod all vohicles. i days special. oils and 
lubrican ts • 

(d) Class IV - As dcenod essential by connandor. 

(0) Cla.ss V - Basic .allowanco 

(f) i"cdieal SU1'Plios - Full ini tial allowance plue two 
days high us ago i tens. 

(3) (g~ .. W'itoll -l~o full cOlltccns por man, All watp.r cans 
full. 

:3 
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e. Division Reserve

3d Marines CHOP to 9th Marines on order
(1) Company ,

this Headquarters.

(2) Be prepared to assume offensive mission assigned by

9th Marines.

f. Coordinating Instructions

(1) E-Hour and F-Day as designated by CO, 9th Marines,
but no later than 041400H January 1966.

(2) Unclassified Operation Code Name is: WAR BONNET

(3) Attachments effective 0800H, D-1.

(4) Riot Control Agents authorized in assigned zone only.

(5) This plan effective for planning on receipt, and

execution on order.

(6) Direct liaison between participating units is

authorized.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS

a. Supply

(1) Genoral - FLSG is the initial source for Class I, III, IV

and V. Resupply from FLSG as required.

(2) Prescribed Load

(a) Class I - 1 day MCI w/fuel per individual.

(b) Class II - Conbat essential equipment as prescribed

by connander.

(c) Class III - Vehicle tanks full, 5 gal fuel cans full

and mounted on vehicles. 2 days special oils and

lubricants.

(d) Class IV - As deemed essential by commander.

(c) Class V - Basic ,allowance

(f) medical Supplies - Full initial allowance plus two

days high usage items.

(3) (g) Wator -11wo full canteens per man. All water cans

full.
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(3) ... i.eeu"1·p1~ - ,till classes by 00st expedi tbus means fran FLSG 
diroct to units on dates deterDip.ed by cO·"k.1ander. 

b. ]J~ ·'tion and Uospitalizgtion 

(1) }':'vn.cunt;!,rlI.lo Four hour evacuation policy. 

(a) By oost expeditious TIeans available to Conpany 0, 3d 
hedical Battalion, 

(b) wea~ons and orr~nizationa1 cqui~lent will be evacuatod with 
C[1,8u:\l tics. 

(c) vcc/ves und 1ndir;enous civilian persornsl t for snergency 
lifo savint: surgery only, to Cf)T'T:!D.ny C, 3d l-iedical BalitaH::m. 

(2) HQsvitaliz!1tinn. lls dateruined by CO, 3d ll;iedical Batt£'.lion. 

(1) By wa tt~rb(Jl1ne and surface meane. 

(2) 3rd Motor Trl'lJJ,aport Battalion pl'l)vides trucks as requirod. 

d. PorsQrnel 

( 1) 

(2) 

(:3.' 

(4) 

Casualty r.cp,rting in accordence with Div 0 304o.2A 

ConnenciT'.g D plus 1 subrli t Personnel 'In:l,ly Sur.mary as ')f 
2400H D-Day by 1200H f::Jl101;:rir.g day in accordal1cG with Div 0 
1080.3. 

:ct.ou t1r.o C'.dninistration is accordanc~ with current directives, 

Graye rtegistration. Kli. will bo eV1'1.cunt8d throu{'h T'.Gdic~.1 
evacuation prescribed in par:~rnph 4,b. C1.bn vo ... 

G. Cnntrired Persqnnel and Docu,:wnts. In accordar.cc with CG, 3d }~rrine 
Division 190846Z October 1965 and Div a P38oO.1E. 

f. fifiscelln.nof)ufl 

(2) Hens of capturedlatcrie.l that cannot be made servicenble 
or evacuated will be destroyed 01~ au tho ri ty this Headquarters, 

(3) Civil lufnite. In accbrdance with Div, 0. 5080.1 • 

.5. COlvllviiJ.iID 1..lID CQI.J·fOlUOi..TIOlT_ELL'CT.dOliICS 

a. Cotlnunication in accordance with .tl.Dnex I of reference (b) and 
Divisi0r. Order 02000.lC. 
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(3) Resumply - All classes by cost expeditious means from FLSG
direct to units on dates determined by commander.

b. live tion and Hospitalization

(1) Evacuation. Four hour evacuation policy.

(a) By cost expeditious means available to Company C, 3d
Medical Battalion.

(b) Weapons and organizational equipment will be evacuated with
casualties.

(c) VCC/VCS and indigenous civilian persornal, for emergency
life saving surgery only, to Company C, 3d Medical Battalion.

(2) Hospitalization. As determined by CO, 3d Medical Battalion.

C. Transportation

(1) By waterborne and surface means.

(2) 3rd Motor Transport Battalion provides trucks as required.

d. Personnel

(1) Casualty reporting in accordance with Div o 3040.2A

(2) Connencing D plus 1 submit Personnel Daily Summary as of
2400H D-Day by 1200H following day in accordance with Div 0

1080.3.

(3) isoutine administration is accordance with current directives,

(4) Grave Registration. KIA will be evacuated through medical
evacuation prescribed in paragraph 4.b. above.

Captured Personnel and Documents. In accordance with CG, 3d Merinee.
Division 1908462 October 1965 and Div o P3800.1E.

f. Miscellaneous

(?) Uniform and equipment 28 prescribed by connander.

(2) Items of captured material that cannot be made serviceable
or evacuated will be destroyed on authority this Headquarters,

(3) Civil Affairs. In accordance with Div 0 5080.1.

5. COMMAND ,ND COMMUNICATIOILELECTRONICS

a. Communication in accordance with Annex I of reference (b) and
Division Order 02000.10.

4 SEGRET
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•• 
"', In the ovont of energ011CY rcquirononts f0r c0f'1HUJJic8tion 

porsonnal and cOfl1nu:nic~,tion oquipt:!cnt contact Division C]x). 

C. Notify this RORdquartoY'a of comnand post location when 
€l6'IJlll.blishcd. 

ANNFlXIiS: 

~ - Task Org~1ization 

BY COMM.I.JiID OF ML.JOR GEliERAL WAL~: 

~,?JIP~ 
D. W. SRIlRM.tlN 

Colonel, U. S. "iarinc Corps 
Chi of of Staff 

/B._ Intolligonce (To bo published) 

Jc - Quoration Overlay 

{.t!'oJ} 2 
..J (HCliC) 2 

(,\It FlJIFPac 2 
OG, III K:~-m 10 
CG, :&'Mfl.\V 5 
.LiDO (l,J) GJP 3 
;d Mari~(ls :3 
12th Marinos 3 
91;h Marinos 10 
3d Recon En 3 
3d Engr :Bn 3 
Jd ~['.nk Bn 3 
Is t .t..nTrac Bn 3 
1st En, 12th :i--far 3 
FLSG 3 
0.-1 2 
G-2 3 
G..] 5 
G..4 3 
GIn 2 
3d Mod Bn 2 
3d HT Bn 2 
S·},G 2 
3d AT Bn ~ 

J 

~'-5 1 

5 
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In the event of energency requiroments for communication
porsonnol and communication equipment contact Division CEO.

Notify this Headquarters of command post location whenC.

established.

BY COMMAND OF M/JOR GENERAL WALT:

D. N. themour
D. W. SHERMAN

Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
Chief of Staff

ANNEXES:

- Task Organization

B.- Intolligence (To bo publishod)

c - Operation Overlay

DISTRIBUTION:

(103) 2
; (MCBC) 2

CG, FMFPac 2
CG, III MAT 10
CG, FMAW 5
ADC CMD GRP 3
3d Marines 3
12th Marinos 3
9th Marines 10
3d Recon Bn 3
3d Engr Bn 3
3d Tank Bn 3
1st unTrac Bn 3
1st Bn, 12th Mar 3
FLSG 3
G-1 2
G-2 3
G-3 5
G-4 3
CEO 2

3d Mod Bn 2
3d MT Bn 2
S&C 2
3d AT Bn S
5 1
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CCfl?:IIENTIAL 

•• 
3d Marine Divi8ion~ FMF 
DA NANG f RVN 
1S1 axlZ Dec 1965 

Annex B (Intelligence) to Operation Plan 35>-65 (WAR BONNET) 

Ref~ (a) Map: 1 :50,OOOjl Vietnam, AHS Series L701!) Sheet 6658 I 
(b) 3dMarDiv 0p0 343-65 
(c) 3d?~arDiVO P3OOO01_ 

1 0 SUMMARY OF EmRY SITUATI<Jl" 

a o Intelligence information receiVed 1¥ Ms He8dquarters include 
reports of the following VC units in the area bounded by BT 1265-
0963-0958,-1657-19590 

Y!Y! STRENGTH LAST REPORTED ~TI6N 

UII 164 B'r 110635·= B'r 1.32612 (l6N"ov) .. 
U/l UNK BT 1059 and BT 1158 (1?Nov) 

10ht Battalion UNK BT 1063 and B'l' 1163 (l3Nov) 

UII Guerrilla Company 100 BT 0665 (Continuous) 

101st Company UN!: B'r.1459) (24Nov) 

b o A VC training Camp or unknown capacity has been reported located at 
BT 1326130 

Co It is estimated that one liF company plus at least one company of 
guerrillas operate in the above area. In all probability the elements 
of these units are di~persed throughout the area rather than concen­
tratedo 

d) See intelligence summaries and periodic and special intellit!En ce re­
ports as issuedo 

eo Enemy defensive fortifications'" See Appendix 1 0 

2 0 CHARACTERIS'rIGS OF THE AREA OF OPERATIONS 

ao weather 0 See daily weather forecasts and weather 
summaries as issued in !SUMSo Weather features tar the nanth of Jan­
uary are as rol1ows~ 

(1) Clouds - Hean e1oudines8 m 1Ci.th 03 to 06 cloud Covero 

(2) Ceilings ~ 3000 - 5000 feet v/visibilitT of 5 miles or better. 
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3d Marine Division, FMF
DA NANG, RVN
181200Z Dec 1965CONFIDENTIAL

Annex B (Intelligence) to Operation Plan 355-65 (WAR BONNET)

Ref: (a) Map: 1:50,000, Vietnam, AMS Series L701 Sheet 6658 I

(b) 3dMarDiv OpO 343-65
(c) 3d''arDivO P3800.1

1. SUMMARY OF ENEMY SITUATION.

a. Intelligence information received by this Headquarters include

reports of the following VC units in the area bounded by BT 1265-
0963-0958-1657-1959.

LAST REPORTED LOCATIONSTRENGTHUNIT

BT 110635 - BT 132612 (16Nov)164U/I

BT 1059 and BT 1158 (17Nov)U/I UNK

BT 1063 and BT 1163 (13Nov)UNK101st Battalion

BT 0665 (Continuous)U/I Guerrilla Company 100

BT - 1459) (24Nov)UNK101st Company

b. A VC training Camp of unknown capacity has been reported located at
BT 132613.

c. It is estimated that one MF company plus at least one company of

guerrillas operate in the above area. In all probability the elements
of these units are dispersed throughout the area rather than concen-
trated.

d, See intelligence summaries and periodic and special intelligence re-

ports as issued.

e. Enemy defensive fortifications - See Appendix 1.

2. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE AREA OF OPERATIONS

and weathera. Weather. See daily weather forecasts
summaries as issued in ISUMS. Weather features for the month of Jan-

uary are as follows:

(1) Clouds - Mean cloudiness 77% with .3 to .6 cloud cover.

(2) Ceilings - 3000 - 5000 feet w/visibility of 5 miles or better.

CONFIDENTIAL
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(3) Temperature - Mean daily maximum 75° and minimum 65°.

(4) Humidity - Mean relative 86%.

(5) Precipitation - Mean 4.2 inch; masimum 12.4 inch; minimum 0,6
inch. Mean number of days with some showere -14.

b. Astronomical and Tidal Data

TIDAL HT (Ft) SUNSETSUNRISETIMEDATE

182607153.804011

2.71050
3.81846

182607153.300032
3.50529
2.91101
4.01904

0716 18272.901543
3.20743
3.01104
4.41932

0716 18282.403054
4.72009

0716 18282.104005
5.02050

182907171.704536
5.32136

183007171.405427
5.52224

183007171.406318
5.62313

183107171.407199

183107185.5000310
1.50805

NOTES:

a. Duration of Civil Twilight is approximately 23 minutes.

CONFIDENTIAL
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b. Civil Twilight definition: The degree of lllumination at 
the beginning and end of Civil Twilight 1s such that the 
brightest stars are just visible and terr~rh1 cObjects 
can be easily distinguished. 

coDA NANG local standard time is GCT plus 8 hours o 

Co Terrain 

(1) Helicopter suitability - see Appendix 2. 
(2) Lvcr landing sitee - see Appendix 3. 
(J) Route classification - see Appendix 40 
(4) River widths - see Appendix 5. 
(5) River tratric obstacles - see Appendix 6. 

30 ESSENTIAL EIEMmTS OF INFORHATIOIi 

80 See Appendix 1 (Iutelligence Requirements) to Annex B (Intelligence) 
to reference (b) as modified and 'applicable to the specific area of 
operation. 

b 0 Additional L'ltelligence Requirements. 

(11) Confirm the size, identification, and type of VC units that nor­
meJ.17 operate in the objective area o 

(2) How are va units in the area or operations normally resuJPlied? 

(3) 'What is the nature and capacity or va camps, training centers~ 
storage areas~ etc., 10cated in the area? What is the ptrrpose 
tor these installations?" 

(4) Are there arq indications of captured U oS 0 personnel having been 
in the area of operation?" Location? Exploitation? 

(,) Is there evidence or PAVN, CHICOM or other foreisn aqvisors operat­
ing in the area 1 

(6) See Appendix 1 (Intel11gence ReqUirements) to Annex B (Intelligence) 
to referenc~ (b) for other specific intelligence requirementso 

4 Q RECONNAISSAN'CE' AND OOSERVATIONHISSIONS 

&0 Qrders to 9th Marines (Rein) 

(1) CODduot normal unit recarmaissance and obl!Jervation 808 set forth in 
, reterence (c) co 
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b. Civil Twilight definition: The degree of illumination at
the beginning and end of Civil Twilight is such that the
brightest stars are just visible and terrestrial objects
can be easily distinguished.

C. DA NANG local standard time is GCT plus 8 hours.

C. Terrain

(1) Helicopter suitability - see Appendix 2.

(2) LVT landing sites - see Appendix 3.
(3) Route classification - see Appendix 4.
(4) River widths - see Appendix 5.

(5) River traffic obstacles - see Appendix 6.

30 ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF INFORMATION

See Appendix 1 (Intelligence Requirements) to Annex B (Intelligence)a.
to reference (b) as modified and applicable to the specific area of

operation.

b. Additional Intelligence Requirements

(1) Confirm the size, identification, and type of VC units that nor-

mally operate in the objective area.

(2) How are VC units in the area of operations normally resupplied?

(3) What is the nature and capacity of VC camps, training centers,
storage areas, etc., located in the area? What is the purpose
for these installations?

(4) Are there any indications of captured U.S. personnel having been
in the area of operation? Location? Exploitation?

(5) Is there evidence of PAVN, CHICOM or other foreign advisors operat-
ing in the area?

(6) See Appendix 1 (Intelligence Requirements) to Annex B (Intelligence)
to reference (b) for other specific intelligence requirements.

4. RECONNAISSANCE AND OBSERVATION MISSIONS

a. Orders to 9th Marines (Rein)

(1) Conduct normal unit reconnaissance and observation as set forth in
reference (c).

CONFIDENTIAL
B-3

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

•• •• 
OONFIDnfl'IAL 

b o Requests to Righer a Adjacent ll and Support1na Units 

(1) ~:lng General, III MAP 

(a) Provide information on the area of operation, 8. s requested 
. to include: 

! Specia1. aerial photogra}il7 0 

2 Terrain and tra!'ricabllUl" study. 
1 HLZ suitability study. 
!t EneJq !ield fortU'ications study. 

(b) Provide etJftIet1t"l1!1d predicted weather data til at 'Would adversely 
aUect the operation during the period 1-10 January 1964. 

(2) Commanding Generall! 1st HAW.. Provide observation aircrart for 
aerial reconnaissance and surveillance as re~uested. 

; 0 MEASURE F(R HANDLING GAPrURED PERSC!ffiEL J DOCUMENTS J AND MATERIEL , 

&0 All wallets and personal effects of VC casualties viII be forwarded 
INTACT to 0.,,2.. Troops will be specificalll" instrUcted not to retain 
monel",photogr&phs, ID papers» jewelry, etc. recovered from VC dead. 

b o :Every effort v1l1 be made to keep captured documents dry- or, when 
wet upon capture, to min1m1lle effect of vetting prior to forwarding 
to 0-2. 

Co Ca.ptives fmind- bi screening to be--VCO will be expeditiously evacuat­
ed to the Division Collection Point DA. NANG bY' helicopter: 

Priority I = VC Officers, kel" cadre, foreign advisors. 
Priority II = VC NCOsjl guerilla leadersjl eOlmtlUIlieations personneL 
Priorit7 III - ill other veO. 

do See paragraph 5 of Annex B (Intelligence) to reference (b) tor 
specific 1nstructionso 

6.. HAPSlI CHARTS, AND PHO'I'OORAPHS 

&0 Reference (a) is the tactical. map for this operation .. 

b o Hap requirements will be submitted in accordance with reference (e). 

70 OOUNTERINTELLIG!1lCE 

See Appenfu 2 (CounterintelllgenceTto -Annex B (Intelligence) to· 
reference (b) 0 
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b. Requests to Higher, Adjacent, and Supporting Units

(1) Combanding General, III MAF

(a) Provide information on the area of operation, 88 requested
to include:

1 Special aerial photography.
2 Terrain and trafficability study.=
3 HLZ suitability study.
4 Enemy field fortifications study.

(b) Provide current and predicted weather data that would adversely
affect the operation during the period 1-10 January 1966.

(2) Commanding General, 1st MAW. Provide observation aircraft for

aerial reconnaissance and surveillance as requested.

5. MEASURE FOR HANDLING CAPTURED PERSONNEL, DOCUMENTS, AND MATERIEL

a. All wallets and personal effects of VC casualties will be forwarded

INTACT to G-2, Troops will be specifically instructed not to retain

money, photographs, ID papers, jewelry, etc. recovered from VC dead.

b. Every effort will be made to keep captured documents dry or, when

wet upon capture, to minimize effect of wetting prior to forwarding
to G-2.

C. Captives found by screening to be VCC will be expeditiously evacuat-
ed to the Division Collection Point DA NANG by helicopter:

co VC Officers, key cadre, foreign advisors.Priority I
Priority II - VC NCOs, guerilla leaders, communications personnel.

Priority III - All other VCC.

d. See paragraph 5 of Annex B (Intelligence) to reference (b) for

specific instructions.

6. MAPS, CHARTS, AND PHOTOGRAPHS

a. Reference (a) is the tactical map for this operation.

b. Map requirements will be submitted in accordance with reference (c).

7. COUNTERINTELLIGENCE

See Appendix 2 (Counterintelligence) to Annex B (Intelligence) to

reference (b).
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I. 

8. REPORTS AND DIS'tRIBOTlON 

See paragraph 8 of reference (b). 

APPENDIXES: 

/, ... JrneJll1" Defense OVerl.&7 
J 2 - Helicopter Suita.bUit,. OYerlq 
-13 - LVT Landing Sites Overla,. 
.J 4. - Route Classifica.tion OYerlq 
.J '5 - Ri'fV Width OYerlq 
·16 _ Ri ftr Traffic Obstacles Onrlq 
J 7 - Population DeDait,. Onrlq 

DISl'RIBtrl'IOH 8 Salle al OftAH 3.55~.5 

OFFICIAL: 

~ 
I' • 

;' ·~Wt.{.:r-,;''­
o J 0 SCHRIVER 

Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps 
0-2 

~ 

- -~~ -:- -~~ ~- -

I. 

BY CClOWtD OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT 

D. W. SBERMAJf 
Colonel, U. s. Marine Corps 

Chier ot statr 
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8. REPORTS AND DISTRIBUTION

See paragraph 8 of reference (b).

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT

D. W. SHERMAN
Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps

Chief of Staff

APPENDIXES:

1 - Enemy Defense Overlay
2 - Helicopter Suitability Overlay
3 - LVT Landing Sites Overlay
4 - Route Classification Overlay
5 - River Width Overlay
6 - River Traffic Obstacles Overlay
7 - Population Density Overlay

DISTRIBUTION: Same as OPLAN 355-65

OFFICIAL:

Pehrin
R. J. SCHRIVER
Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
G-2
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Operation Plan 356-65 

Ire 
Copy r., I OfJ!:LCoPies 
Jd Marine Division (Rein) FMF 
DA NANG RVN 
Sere No. 00181..65 
:310800Z . lI.".r.J 65 

Ref: (a) Maps: VIErNAM 1:50,000 AMS Series L70l, Sheets 65,58 I, 65$ II, 
6658 IV and 6659 III 

(b) Operation Order 343-65 
(c) Div 0 02000.1C 

Time Zone: Hotel 

Task Organization: 

3d Marine Division (Rein) 

Jd Recon Bn (-) (Rein) 

K\JGEN WALT 

LTCOL V AN CLEVE 
):i Recon Bn (-) 
Co_(Rein), )i Marines 

Co __ • )i Marines 
1"0 Team 
FAC Team 
Section, 81 IIlI!1 Mortar PlE.toon 

1. SITUATION 

a. Enemy Forces. ISmB as issued and Annex 1\ (Intelligence) to be published. 

b. FriendlY Forces. Reference (b) and current, SitReps. 

c. At.tachments and Detachments. Effective 0500, G-4 Days. 

d. As§umption. That the enemy situation will remain virtually unchanged 
from current estimates. 

2. MISSION. Third Marine Division (Rein) conducts reconnaissance in f'Qrce or 
the Happy Valley are"" to determine the location, identity, strength, movement 
and armament ot VC/P1I.VN units; capture VC/PAVN prisoners; am locate assembly 
areas, training and logistic bases, and infiltration routes. 

3. EXEaJTION 

a. CQnc~pt o£ Operation. Prior to G-Day, Jd R4ICtm Bn (-) (Rein) will 
establish a patrol base vicinity East of Happy Valley by foot movement. 
Utilizing one Rifle COD1pa:-.y' (Rein) as patrol base (5} security element, 
):i Recon Bn (-) commencing on G...oay will reconnoiter east end (East NS 
GL 16) Happy Valley for about five d~8. Retraction of forces m3¥ be by 
overland movement and/or helicopter lift. See Annex B (Operation Overlay)' 
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Copy 61 of 64 Copies
3d Marine Division (Rein) FMF
DA NANG RVN
Ser. No. 00181-65
310800Z RO 65

SECRET

Operation Plan 356-65

Ref: (a) Maps: VIETNAM 1:50,000 AMS Series L701, Sheets 6558 I, 6559 II,
6658 IV and 6659 III

(b) Operation Order 343-65
(c) Div 0 02000.11C

Time Zone: Hotel

Task Organization:

3d Marine Division (Rein) MAJGEN WALT

3d Recon Bn (-) (Rein) LTCOL VAN CLEVE
3d Recon Bn (-)
Co (Rein), 3d Marines
Co , 3d Marines
FO Team
FAC Team
Section, 81 mm Mortar Platoon

1. SITUATION

a. Enemy Forces. ISUMS as issued and Annex A (Intelligence) to be published.

b. Friendly Forces. Reference (b) and current SitReps.

c. Attachments and Detachments. Effective 0500, G-4 Days.

d. Assumption. That the enemy situation will remain virtually unchanged
from current estimates.

2. MISSION. Third Marine Division (Rein) conducts reconnaissance in force of
the Happy Valley are- to determine the location, identity, strength, movement
and armament of VC/PAVN units; capture VC/PAVN prisoners; and locate assembly
areas, training and logistic bases, and infiltration routes.

3. EXECUTION

a. Concept of Operation. Prior to G-Day, 3d Recon Bn (-) (Rein) will
establish a patrol base vicinity East of Happy Valley by foot movement.
Utilizing one Rifle Company (Rein) as patrol base (s) security element,
3d Recon Bn (-) commencing on G-Day will reconnoiter east end (East NS
GL 16) Happy Valley for about five days. Retraction of forces may be by
overland movement and/or helicopter lift. See Annex B (Operation Overlay).
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Priority of helicopter support and supporting fires, including air,to 
3d Recon Bn {-} (Rein) during operation~ 

b. 3d RecQn]p (-) (Rnin) 

(1) Establish patrol base (.) vie east of Havp,y Valley prior to 
G..Day. 

(2) Commencing on G-Day, conduct reconnaissance of east end 
(East NS GL 16) of "Happy Valley to determine location, 
identity, strength, movement and armament of VO/PAVN"units; 
capture VC/PAVN prisoners; and locate assembly areas, training 
and logistic bases, and infiltration routel for about five days. 

(3) Be prepared to employ Division Reserve on order. 

e. 3d Marines 

(2) Conduct deep patrolling in high ground on axis (AT 8562) 
northeast to lAT 9165) from G-3 Days to G plus 5 Daye. 

(J:) )lainta1n one Rifle Comp30ny (Rein) as DiviSion Reserve on 
two (2) hour alert. 

(4) Ooordinate supporting arms fires from 0001 G_, DafS to 
conclusion of operation. 

d. 12th Marines 

('r) Detach one 10 re .. ~8Cp G-4. Report to CO, )i Recan Bn. 

(2) Provide fire support as requested during mov~ment into and out 
of the patrol base. 

t) Pre~poeition long range artillery eapabie of supporting to NS 
GL 14 in Happy Valley prior to (1..2 Days. 

(fulin). 1d Mar1UOQ 

(1) Chop to 3d Recon Bn on order this HeadqU4t,ers. 

(2) Be prepared to assume mission assigned b.r )d Recan Bn. 

f. CoordinaUne' Instructions 
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Priority of helicopter support and supporting fires, including air, to
3d Recon Bn (-) (Rein) during operation.

b. 3d Recon Bn (-) (Rein)

(1) Establish patrol base (s) vic east of Happy Valley prior to
G-Day.

(2) Commencing on G-Day, conduct reconnaissance of east end
(East NS GL 16) of Happy Valley to determine location,
identity, strength, movement and armament of VC/PAVN units;
capture VC/PAVN prisoners; and locate assembly areas, training
and logistic bases, and infiltration routes for about five days.

(3) Be prepared to employ Division Reserve on order.

c. 3d Marines

((T) Detach Co (Rein) 0800, G-4 Days.

(2) Conduct deep patrolling in high ground on axis (AT 8562)
northeast to (AT 9165) from G-3 Days to G plus 5 Days.

(3) Maintain one Rifle Company (Rein) as Division Reserve on
two (2) hour alert.

(4) Coordinate supporting arms fires from 0001 G-3 Days to
conclusion of operation.

d. 12th Marines

(1) Detach one FO Team-0800 G-4. Report to CO, 3d Recon Bn.

(2) Provide fire support as requested during movement into and out
of the patrol base.

(3) Pre-position long range artillery capable of supporting to NS
GL 14 in Happy Valley prior to G-2 Days.

(Bein). 3d Marinese. Division Reserve Co

(1) Chop to 3d. Recon Bn on order this Headquarters,

(2) Be prepared to assume mission assigned by 3d Recon Bn.

f. Coordinating Instructions

SEGRET2
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(1) Q..Day aa determined b;r OOll1manding Officer t 3d Recon :Bn. JI:L~ JlJ'lQ166. 

(2) :lmplo11llent riot control agents authorized. 

(3) Ko~ement to objective area by foot; retraction by' helicopter 
authorised. 

(4) Minimum use of aircraft enl"oute to aTold compromise of mi8slon. 

(5) This plan effectiTe for planning on receipt and execution on 
order. 

(6) Direct liaison authoriEed between participating units. 

(7) Uncla8l1f1ed code name: II/tAUT :BOW" 

4. JDMmST~IOli AND LOGISITCS 

a. SUD,Pll 

(1) General - iLSG 1s the initial Bource for Olass I, IT & V. 
HellUppq :trom ILSG 8,S requested. 

(2) Preacr.1bed. };oad. 

'01&811 1 
Olale II 

Clan III 
Glass IV 
OlaBS V 
Medl~al Supplies 

-4 c'ls.78 LRP rats Y/~uel per man 
...combat essential equiTlllent as :pre-

scribed bJ commander. 
-Ilone , 
-l. prescribl'!ld. b;r commander. 
...:Basic allotmncl'l pl~ Dne bandolier. 
~ull initial allowance ~lu8 three days 
high UI~ items. 

-2 full canteens ~r man 

(3) #!DPl!l,z. All classes by' air from FLSG direct to un! ts on 
dates determined by commander. 

b. :lmeuatioJl, .ul1J!oWlA.Umtion 

(1) !yaqga.t1on 

(6.) IV' 1l,iiI~' p1)edl tioua meane e:m.l1able to Compaw C. Jd Heclict,J. 
Ba.t.\lilion 

(b) Weapons and organisational equipment will ,be evacuated- with. 
casualties. 

(2) Ho.plta~IBti~. As determined by CO. Jd Medical Battalion. 
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(1) G-Day as determined by Commanding Officer, 3d Recon Bn. NLT 31Jan66.

(2) Employment riot control agents authorized.

(3) Movement to objective area by foot; retraction by helicopter
authorised.

(4) Minimum use of aircraft enroute to avoid compromise of mission.

(5) This plan effective for planning on receipt and execution on
order.

(6) Direct liaison authorized between participating units.

(7) Unclassified code name: "TAUT BOW"

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISITCS

a. Supply

(1) General - FLSG is the initial source for Class I, IV & V.
Resupply from FLSG as requested.

(2) Prescribed Load

4 days LRP rats w/fuel per manClass I

Glass II -Combat essential equipment as pre-
scribed by commander.

Class III -None
Class IV -As prescribed by commander.
Class V -Basic allowance plue one bandolier.

-Full initial allowance plus three daysMedical Supplies
high usage items.

Water -2 full canteens per man

(3) Hearpply. All classes by air from FLSG direct to units on
dates determined by commander.

b. Evacuation and Hospitalization

(1) Evacuation

(a) By meet expeditious means available to Company C. 3d Medical
Battalion

(b) Weapons and organizational equipment will be evacuated with
casualties.

(2) Hospitalization. As determined by CO. 3d Medical Battalion.
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e. TranB~rtatlan, By foot march initially and b,y h~licopter when directed, 

d. Personnel 

(1) Casualty reporting in aeeordanee with DivO 304o.2A. 

(2) COIIImencing G-l submit Personnel Daily Summal7 as of 2400H D..D~ 
by 1200H following day in accordance with DivO 1080.3. 

(3) Routine administration in accordance with current directives. 

(4) Graves Regi§tra~ion. KIA will be ~vacuated through medical 
evacuation pre8~ribed in pe.ragraph 4.b. above. 

e. Captyred Personnel and Documents. In accordance with OG. 3d Marine 
Division 190846Z October and DivO P)800.LE. 

f. M1J!cellaneOU9 

(1) Uniform and equipment as proscribed bf c9mmander! .. 

(2) Items of captured material that cannot be made !erviceable 
or evacuated will be destroyed on anthorit7 this Headquarters. 

5. COMMAND AND OOMMUNIQATIO~ECTRONICS 

a, Communication in accord8.nee vi th Annex I of reference (a) and 
Division Order 02000.20. 

b. Oommanding Officer, 3d Marines be prepared -1;0 enter Division Recon 
Net on order. 

i'req: Prtmar,r: D-6 (2452) 
Alternate: D~52 (6770) 

c. In the event of emergency requirements for communication personnel 
end communication equipment contact D1v1s1o~ CEDe 

d. HotifJ this Headquarters of eommand post location ¥hen established. 

Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps 

Chief of Staff 

SECRET 
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c. Transportation. By foot march initially and by helicopter when directed.

d. Personnel

(1) Casualty reporting in accordance with DivO 3040.2A.

(2) Commencing G-1 submit Personnel Daily Summary as of 2400H D-Day
by 1200H following day in accordance with DivO 1080.3.

(3) Routine administration in accordance with current directives.

(4) Graves Registration. KIA will be evacuated through medical
evacuation prescribed in peragraph 4.b. above.

e. Captured Personnel and Documents. In accordance with CG, 3d Marine

Division 190846Z October and D1VO P3800.1E.

f. Miscellaneous

(1) Uniform and equipment as prescribed by commander.

(2) Items of captured material that cannot be made serviceable
or evacuated will be destroyed on authority this Headquarters.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONELECTRONICS

Communication in accordance with Annex I of reference (a) anda,
Division Order 02000.20.

b. Commanding Officer, 3d Marines be prepared to enter Division Recon
Net on order.

Freq: Primary: D-6 (2452)
Alternate: D-52 (6770)

In the event of emergency requirements for communication personnelC.
and communication equipment contact Division CEO.

d. Notify this Headquarters of command post location when established.

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT:

D.
D. W. SHERMAN

Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps

Chief of Staff

SECRET

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

.. .. 
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ANNEXES: 

vi - INTELLIGENCE (To be publish~) 

1:B - Ol'ERA.TlOIl OVERLAY 

DISTRIBUTION: 

CliO 2 
CMCS (MOEO) 2 
eG Fl.(FPAC 2 
eG III KAJ' 10 
OG I'MAW 5 
.ADC CMD GHP GHU LA! 2 
SA, I CORPS 2 
3D MARINm 5 
9TH M.A.!llRES :3 
12TH KAlUNES 5 
3D BECON :BN 10 
3D MED :lUi :3 
S&C 1 
Gcol 1 
G=2 3 
G=J 5 
G...4 :3 

5 SECRET 
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ANNEXES:

VA - INTELLIGENCE (To be published)

B - OPERATION OVERLAY

DISTRIBUTION:

2CMC
CMCS (MCEC) 2
CG FMFPAC 2
CG III MAY 10
CG FMAW 5
ADC CMD GRP CHU LAI 2
SA, I CORPS 2
3D MARINES 5
9TH MARINES 3
12TH MARINES 5
3D RECON BN 10
3D MED BN 3
S&C 1
G-1 1
G-2 3
G-3 5
G4 3
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Oopy ~ / of 64 oopies 
}d Marine Division, FMF 
])A NANG, RVN 
110800Z JAN 1966 

\.StAJ~ 03 7 66 
Annex J. (Intelligence) to Operation Plan 356-65 (TIUT BGI) 

Ref3 (a) Mapa VIETNAMt 1 a50?OOO; 1MS Series L701, Sheets 6558 I, 
6559 II, 6656 IV & 6659 III 

(b) 3dMarDiv OpO 343-65 
(0) ;dMarDivO P3SOO.1E 

Tim Zone, HOTEL 

1. smnwtY OF ENEMY SITUATION 

a.. EneDl'l Dbposi tiona 

(1) The area known as HAPPY VALLEY in west of the DA. NANG enclave 
has been OOllBidered as a secure area for the VIET CONGo Re­
ports indicate probable existence of numerous produotion camps, 
tra.ining centers, headquarters i and other aotivities in the 
eastern portion 0:£ the ~al.le;J. .2>:~ted activities are listed 
as follcwslI 

Aotivitz 

DIKR BAN Distriot Committee Hq 
HlETJ' DUe Distriot Committee Hq 
D1 NANG City Oommittee Hq 
DlI LOe District Committee lIq 
QUA.NG DA. Hq 
In ter..tJ.istriot Dispensa.r1 
PBU TIT Secret Zone 
Produotion Camp 
Mili tary Camps 

~. 

coda", 
-do-
-do-
-do--
~do-

~do", 

-do= 
=do~> 

-do= 
=do<=> 
=do= 

A-1 
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AT 842623 
AT 643651 
AT 801682 
ZC 111623 
ZO 1867 
ZC 194646 
ZC 1963 
ZC 180646 
zo 164647 
AT 807653 
AT 611657 
AT 815675 
AT 8246~5 
AT 84264' 
AT 843653 
AT 843663 
AT 844654 
AT 844665 
AT 652666 
AT 7964-
AT 7969 
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3d Marine Division, FMF
DA NANG, RVN
110800Z JAN 1966
SWIICONFIDENTIAL

037 66
Annex A (Intelligence) to Operation Plan 356-65 (TAUT BOW)

Ref: (a) Map: VIETNAM: 1:50,000; AMS Series L701, Sheets 6558 I,

6559 II, 6658 IV & 6659 III
(b) 3dMarDiv OpO 343-65
(c) 3dMarDivO P3800. 1E

Time Zone: HOTEL

1. SUMMARY OF ENEMY SITUATION

a. Enemy Dispositions

(1) The area known as HAPPY VALLEY in west of the DA NANG enclave
has been considered as a secure area for the VIET CONG. Re-

ports indicate probable existence of numerous production camps,

training centers, headquarters, and other activities in the
ted activities are listedeastern portion of the valley.

as follows:

LocationActivity

AT 842623DIEN BAN District Committee Hq
AT 843657HIEU DUC District Committee Hq
AT 801682DA NANG City Committee Hq
ZC 171623DAI LOC District Committee Hq
ZC 1867QUANG DA Hq
ZC 194646Inter-district Dispensary
ZC 1963PHU TU Secret Zone
ZC 180646Production Camp
ZC 164647Military Camps
AT 807653to
AT 811657-do-
AT 815675-do-
AT 824635-do-
AT 842643-do-
AT 843653-do-
AT 843663-do-
AT 844654-do-
AT 844665-do-
AT 852666-do-
AT 7964-do-
AT 7969-do-

JAN151966
A-1
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(2) The following units are carried in RlP.PY VALIEY at the looa­

tions indicateda 

R.20 Bn Hq 
278th. Engr Go 
V-15 Sapper Co 

ZO 1161 
AT 8565 
AT 8671 

(3) In addition to the above uriita~ the installations and aotivi­

ties listed in subparagraph (1 J above oan be expected to be 

manr~dp to inolude possible saouri~ elements. No reports, 

however 9 hav"e been reoeived concerning strengths at these 

locations 0 

(4) !J!h.ere have been some unconfirmed :reports of battalion and 

regimental aiy;s 1mits in this areai however~ toore has been 

no evidence t~ support these reports& 

b Q Enemr AQtivitieEi. See inteiligenoe summa"l'ies and reports as 

issued for current ene~ aotivities. Information generated by 

loOBl oollection asenoisa ohould be reported to and collated 

with info:mation held by OOB this .~ ... ,"fquarters prior to oonduct­

ing opel"ationso 

2. CHABACTERISTIC8 OF THE ABEl. OF OPEBAoTIONS 

a. Weatp.er, See daily weather forecasts snd weather swmna.ries as 

issued in INT5UMs. Weather features £'or the months of January~ 

Februar.y are as followB8 

( 1) Clouds '"' Mean clou.dine 8S 17% with • 3 to 06 cloud cover in 

Janj 64% in Febo 

(2) Winds CD From N at 9 knots in Jan; from E at 1 knots in Feb. 

(3) Tempera tu:re ~ Mean daily' marlmwn 15° and minimum 650 in Jan; 

78° and 68° in Feb. 

(4) Hwnidi ty ~ Mean relative 86%~ 

(,) P:re.cipitation - ~a.n 4.2 inch; maximum 12.4 inchi minimum 

0.6 inch tOll." Jan. Mean 1.8 inch; maximum 100 4 inch~ minimum 

o. inch fer Feb. Mean number of d~s with some showers = 14 

tor Jan~ 8 for Feb. 

OONFIDEBTUL 
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(2) The following units are carried in HAPPY VALLEY at the loca-

tions indicated:

ZC 1761
R.20 Bn Hq AT 8565278th Engr Co

AT 8671
V-15 Sapper Co

(3) In addition to the above units, the installations and activi-

ties listed in subparagraph (1) above can be expected to be

manned, to include possible security elements. No reports,

however, have been received concerning strengths at these

locations.

(4) There have been some unconfirmed reports of battalion and

regimental size units in this area; however, there has been

no evidence to support these reports.

b. Enemy Activities. See intelligence summaries and reports as

issued for current enemy activities. Information generated by

local collection agencies should be reported to and collated

with information held by 00B this handquarters prior to conduct-

ing operations,

2. CHARAOTERISTICS OF THE AREA OF OPERATIONS

a. Weather, See daily weather forecasts and weather summaries as

issued in INTSUMs. Weather features for the months of January

February are as follows:

(1) Clouds as Mean cloudiness 77% with 3 to o.6 cloud cover in

Jan; 64% in Feb.

(2) Winds 6 From N at 9 knots in Jan; from E at 7 knots in Feb.

(3) Temperature = Mean daily maximum 75° and minimum 65° in Jan;

78° and 68° in Feb.

(4) Humidity 0 Mean relative 86%

(5) Precipitation - Mean 4.2 inch; maximum 12.4 inch; minimum

0.6 inch for Jan. Mean 1.8 inch; maximum 10.4 inch; minimum

O. inch for Feb. Mean number of days with some showers - 14

for Jan 8 for Feb.

A-2
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(2) Terra.in tt"a.:tncabiiiV -see Appendix 2. 

(,) Traill!!; '" eat' Appendix ~. 
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b Astronomical Data

MOON PHASEMOONSETMOONRISESUNSETSUNRISEDATE

20 Jan 18370718 --
NEW183821 Jan 0718 --

1838071922 Jan --

1639071923 Jan -#+

205309101839071824 Jan
0947 21421840071825 Jan

222726 Jan 18410718 1022
1056 23151842071827 Jan

184226 Jan 11300718 -
000212041843071829 Jan

FIRST005412430718 164430 Jan
014513250718 184431 Jan
02431415184507171 Feb
03450716 151118452 Feb

1614 04500716 18453 Feb
05540716 1846 17224 Feb

FULL0654164607165 Feb
1846 07516 Feb 0715 1938

084107157 Feb 1847 2041

09270715 21408 Feb 1847
2239 1009184807159 Feb

105023340714 184810 Feb

NOTES:

(1) Duration of Civil Twilight is approximately 23 minutes.

(2) Civil Twilight definition The degree of illumination at
the beginning and end of Civil Twilight is such that the

brightest stars are just visible and terrestrial objects
can be easily distinguished.

(3) DA NANG local standard time is GCT plus 8 hours.

C. Terrain

(1) Helicopter landing suitability - see Appendix 1.

(2) Terrain trafficability - see Appendix 2.

(3) Traile a see Appendix 2.

A-3
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3. ESDTIAL EIEMENTS OF INFORMATION 

a. See Appendix 1 (Intelligence Requirements) to Annex B (Intelligence) 
to reference (b) as modified and applicable to the speeoitic area. of 
operation. 

b. !ddi Uon8.1 In teUisenee Requirements 8 

(1) Determine the sitsep location, identiflcation~ armament~ and 
type IOf va units that normally operate in the objective area. 

(2) How are VO units in the area. of operations nonnaJ.ly refPlpplied? 

(:3) What is the :nature and oapaoity of VO oampB9 training centers? 
storage--are-a;s9 . etc... located in the area? What is the purpose 
for these mst.allationa? 

(4) J:re there any indioations of !Captured UoS a personnel having 
been in the area of operation? Location? Exploitation? 

(5) Is there e'Viden<!lle of PA.VN 0 CHI"""·, ;,r other foreign advisors 
operating in the area? 

(6) Bee .Appendb: i (Intelligt;;nce Requi:i:.'el'lents) to A.·mex B (Intel­
ligen~<&) to l"Ieterence (b) tor <'lther specifio intelligence 1'9-

qu1l"1J!mentso 

4v RECONNAISSANCE AND OBSERVATION MISSIONS 

(1) Conduot no:rmal unit reoonnaissance and observation as set 
forth in re.f'e:ren'~_ { Q ). 

(2) Report inf'o~tion as obta~d on EEi;-~- ~~r-:intel1igen~e 
Nquil'ementa by moat expeditious means to G~2o 

(3) Ma.ke every effort to capture ye/PAVN prisoners and expedite 
~ to D1v1a1on. Collection Point DA. NANGo 

{ i} ,Commanding General 9 1y MAF 

(a) Provid"9 as requested 9 speoial aerial phot\)g.raphy on the 
area of oPBrat1on~ 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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3. ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF INFORMATION

a. See Appendix 1 (Intelligence Requirements) to Annex B (Intelligence)
to reference (b) as modified and applicable to the specific area of

operation.

b. Additional Intelligence Requirements:

(1) Determine the size location, identification, armament, and
type of VC units that normally operate in the objective area,

(2) How are VC units in the area of operations normally resupplied?

(3) What is the nature and capacity of VC camps, training centers,

storage areas, etc., located in the area? What is the purpose
for these installations?

(4) Are there any indications of captured U.S. personnel having
been in the area of operation? Location? Exploitation?

(5) Is there evidence of PAVN. CHICO' or other foreign advisors
operating in the area?

(6) See Appendix 1 (Intelligence Requirements) to Annex B (Intel-

ligence) to reference (b) for other specific intelligence re-

quirements.

4. RECONNAISSANCE AND OBSERVATION MISSIONS

a. Orders to Subordinate Units

(8) Conduct normal unit reconnaissance and observation as set

forth in reference (c).

(2) Report information as obtained on EEIs and other intelligence
requirements by most expeditious means to G-2.

(3) Make every effort to capture VC/PAVN prisoners and expedite
to Division Collection Point DA NANG.

b. Requests to Higher, Adjacent, and Supporting Units

(1) Commanding General, III MAF

(a) Provide, as requested, special aerial photography on the

area of operation.

A-4
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(b) Provide onrrent and pred10ted weather data that would 
adversely affect the operation during the period 20 Jan-
10 Feb 1966. 

(2) Co~g:m1tJ!2"~n12-1n .,MAW. Prov::lde observation aircraft 
for aerJ.al reoonnalsPs!lQe and surve illance as reque st-ad. 

;. MEASURE FOR HANDLING CAPTURED PERSONNEL~ roCUMENTS t AND Ml.TERlEL 

." 
; . 

a. All wanets and personal effects O'f Vii casual ties will be for­
warded INTACT to 0=2. Troops will toe speoifio8.Uy instructed 
not to retain money, photographs, LD Pa.pers9 Jewelery, etc., 
re,:;overed from VG d-ead. 

b" Every effort ~dll be made to keep c,aptured documents dry or, 
when wet ".::.p(,.n 'wapture, to minimize effect of wetting prior 1;0 

fOr¥a.rding to G~2, 

Co Captives found by a~reening to be voe will be expeditiously 
eva-Jus:ted to the Division OolleQtion Point DA NANG by helicopters. 

P:::<ol'ity I ", va Offioore~ .key .; ",,"," foreigh advisors. 
Priorit,y II ~ V~ NOOa, guerrIlla leaders 9 oommunioations psr8or~al. 
Priority II! = All other veo. 

d. S~:, pal'agl.'?a.pn. '5 AnnsJl, B lmtelUgenoo) to re!eren~ (b) for 
.z,.P6 .:oif'l;'; Ll ali;;;",,,, 1;",0,.60 

a.. Reference (a.) i6 'tbe tactioaJ. map for this opera.tion. 

bo Map Nq"uil'ements will be submitted in acoordance with reference (0). 

COUNTERINTELLIGENCE 

See Apper.ui:i;x 2 (Cc"ltlterintel1:1gence) to Annex A (Intelligence) to 
re:ferer:.ln (b). 
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(b) Provide current and predioted weather data that would

adversely affect the operation during the period 20 Jan-
10 Feb 1966.

(2) Commanding General, 1st MAW. Provide observation aircraft
for aerial reconnaissence and surveillance as requested.

5. MEASURE FOR HANDLING CAPTURED PERSONNEL, DOCUMENTS, AND MATERIEL

a. All wallets and personal effects of VC casualties will be for-
warded INTACT to G-2. Troops will be specifically instructed
not to retain money, photographs, ID papers, jewelery, etc.,

recovered from VC dead.

b. Every effort will be made to keep captured documents dry or,

when wet upon capture, to minimize effect of wetting prior to

forwarding to G-2,

Captives found by screening to be VCC will be expeditiouslyO.
evacuated to the Division Collection Point DA NANG by helicopters.

foreigh advisors.VC Officere, keyPriority I 2

Priority II C VC N00a, guerrilla leaders, communications personnel.

Priority III = All other VCC.

d. See paragraph 5 Annez B (Intelligence) to reference (b) for

specific instructions.

to MAPS, CHARTS AND PHOTOGRAPHS

a. Reference (a) is the tactical map for this operation.

b. Map requirements will be submitted in accordance with reference (o).

:- COUNTERINTELLIGENCE

See Appendix 2 (Counterintelligence) to Annex A (Intelligence) to

reference (b).

A-5
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8. REFORTS AND DISTRIBUTION 

See paragraph 8 of referenoe (b). 

APPENDIXE68 

Jl ~, Helioopter S'uitability S~uq 
J2 = Terrain Study 

DIS'f'RIBUTION8 Same as OPLAN 356=65 

OFFICIALs 

~~a_...,. ... ~}, c.-,,,,"~.I. :""'i \L r;6 ~':f' r 
GEORGE Wo CABRlNGTON 9 JRo 
O('lcmel~ Ua So :r.f.a.rine Oorps 
G=2 

... -6 

BY C<Jt1MAND OF MAJOR GENERAL \tlAI.lr 

DoW 0 SHERMAN 
Colonel ll U. 6. Marine Corps 

Chief of Staff 
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8. REPORTS AND DISTRIBUTION

See paragraph 8 of reference (b).

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT

D. W. SHERMAN
Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps

Chief of Staff

APPENDIXES:

- Helicopter Suitability Study
J2 = Terrain Study

DISTRIBUTION Same as OPLAN 356-65

OFFICIAL:

george
W. Corangtonic

GEORGE W. CARRINGTON, JR.

Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
G-2
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)d Marine D~v~sion. fMF 
DA NANG 1 RVN 
1100007, JAl~ 1966 

Appendix ~ (Helicopter Suitability study) to .~\nnex A (Intelligence) to 
Operation Plan 356....65 

Ref~ (a) Map~ VIEl'NAM; 1 ~ SO /~nn; .\M;'; S"!T'1 M 1701, Sheets (,55S I, 6559 II, 
6658 IV Ll1d A6S9 III 

I. HELIC!OPrER r.A.NDING ZONrn, \ Refer to '~ab .4.) 

(j • ~an~ Zone J;. 

(1) ~~!1.!Jon. Centered at (ZC 157656) "djacent !JO I'HU BOA (1). 

(2) Size. Rectangular shaped. Approxinlately J2~ t'e~t lonf1: oy 
70feet "Wide. 1001 :WIi&ble. 

- ~ ~-

(~) ~!:l' T,,·.~ mL!F~$ :ttl lin" . ..ol .... _,.; UH-31,l:,_ 

(4) Obstacles. Low brush ana scattered trees on t.he east and west-slue'') and the north end. At the south end a hill rises 
abrupcly to a height of about 70 meters and is heavily 
forested with high trees. 

~ 'j) :~Qrf"",~f.' Yca.tures. The landing zone has no slope. The vegeta­
t{or;:i:n-th~ area ccn51~t.5 of grass with scattered low brush. 

(6) Reference Point 0 Landing Zone I is situa.ted 6300 meters 
south.;e;i-oi-iltll 1487 (ZC 196705) on a magnetic azimuth of 
220 degrees and 5350 meters southeast of the intersection of 
the SONG YANG and SONG lANG (ZC 105671) on a magnetic azimuth 
of 120 aegrees. 

b, Landing Zone II 

(1) Location" Centered at (ZC 155657) approximately 950 meters 
west of iHU HOA (2). 

(2) Size. Reetangular shaped. Approxima.tely 660 1\"" t -: 'lXV' '1-11 

'lOfeet wide.· Wi usable. 
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Appendix 1 (Helicopter Suitability Study) to Annex A (Intelligence) to

Operation Plan 356-65

Ref: (a) Map: VIETNAM; 1:50,000; ANS Series 1701, Sheets 6558 I, 6559 II,
6658 IV and 6659 III

There Zone. HOTEL

1. HELICOPTER LANDING ZONES (Refer to Tab A)

do Landing Zone I

(1) Location. Centered at (ZC 157656) adjacent to PHU HOA (1).

(2) Size. Rectangular shaped. Approximately 325 feet long by
70 feet wide. 100% usable.

UH-34(1) Capacity Two UH_!F's in lin

(4) Obstacles. Low brush and scattered trees on the east and
west side and the north end. At the south end a hill rises

abruptly to a height of about 70 meters and is heavily
forested with high trees.

(5) Surface Features, The landing zone has no slope. The vegeta-
tion an the area consists of grass with scattered low brush.

(6) Reference Point. Landing Zone I is situated 6300 meters

southwest of hill 1487 (zc 196705) on a magnetic azimuth of
220 degrees and 5350 meters southeast of the intersection of
the SONG YANG and SONG TANG (ZC 105671) on a magnetic azimuth
of 120 degrees.

b. Landing Zone II

(1) Location. Centered at (ZC 155657) approximately 950 meters
west of PHU HOA (2).

(2) Size. Rectangular shaped. Approximately 660 by
70 feet wide. 90% usable.

(3) Canacity. Area will accommodate five UH-IE's and no UH-34'+

A=1-1
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(4) Obstacles & Paddy dikes with low grass and brush growing 
frOl1l them. Hills 'With low brush and trees surrmmd the zone. 
A strand of trees located at the north end of the landing 
zone. 

(5) Surface ~~. Consists of paddies separated by dikes. 

(6) Reference Point. Landing Zone II is situated 6350 meters 
sou.thwest of hill 1487 (ZC 916705) on a magnetic azimuth c£ 
222 degrees and 5125 meters east southeast of theintersec­
tion of the SONG YANG and SONG rANG (za 105671) m a magnetic 
azimuth of 106 degrees. 

c • Land:J.ng Zone Ill;. 

(1) Loeationo Centered at (ZC 153660) approsimately hoo .meters 
westsout'hwest of PHU RCA (1) (ZC 157656) and approximately 
1050 meters southwest of PHU HOA (3) (ZC 159668). 

(2)~. Rectangular shaped. Appt'()ximately 275 feet long by 
112 feet wide~ iOn;"t usable. 

(3) Ca.~I?~tl ~ l'wo u1f ~n ~ sgro·two U.H-34·:'3 in line. 

(4) Obstacles 0 Landing Zone III is generally fiat ~ sloping 
gently down at the 'West end. An extensive tree line is 
located southwest of the !tone. The remainder of t he zone 
is surrounded by low brush and scattered trees~ 

(5) 3urfac~ Features. Grass and low brush throughout the zone. 

(6) Reference Ppin..:!:... Landing Zone TIr is situated 6.330 meters 
southwest of hill 1487 (ZC 196705) on a magnetic azimuth of 
221 degrees and 4875 meters east southeast of the intersection 
of the SONG YANG and SONG lANG (ZC 105671) on a nagnetic . 
azimuth of 104 degrees. 

d, !-anding Zone IV 

(1) Location. Centered at (ZC 151660) 2225 meters easteoutheast 
'or II.:ANG MAY (1) (ZC 1.(0666) and 1125 meters southwest of PHU 
HOA (.3) (ZC 15966a)o 

(2)~. Rectangular shaped. Approximately 450 feft long by 
80 feet wide. 100% useable ~ 
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(4) Obstacles, Paddy dikes with low grass and brush growing
from them. Hills with low brush and trees surround the zone.

A strand of trees located at the north end of the landing
zone.

(5) Surface Features, Consists of paddies separated by dikes.

(6) Reference Point. Landing Zone II is situated 6350 meters
southwest of hill 1487 (zc 916705) on a magnetic azimuth of

222 degrees and 5125 meters eastsoutheast of the intersec-
tion of the SONG YANG and SONG IANG (ZC 105671) on a magnetic
azimuth of 106 degrees.

C. Landing Zone III

(1) Location. Centered at (ZC 153660) approsimately 600 meters
westsouthwest of PHU HOA (1) (ZC 157656) and approximately
1050 meters southwest of PHU HOA (3) (ZC 159668).

(2) Size. Rectangular shaped. Approximately 275 feet long by
112 feet wide. 100% usable.

(3) Capacity. Two UH=IE's or two UH-34's in line.

(4) Obstacles. Landing Zone III is generally flat, sloping
gently down at the west end. An extensive tree line is
located southwest of the zone. The remainder of the zone
is surrounded by low brush and scattered trees.

(5) Surface Features. Grass and low brush throughout the zone.

(6) Reference Point. Landing Zone III is situated 6330 meters

southwest of hill 1487 (ZC 196705) on a magnetic azimuth of
221 degrees and 4875 meters eastsoutheast of the intersection

of the SONG YANG and SONG IANG (ZC 105671) on a magnetic
azimuth of 104 degrees.

d. Landing Zone IV

(1) Location. Centered at (2C 151660) 2225 meters eastsoutheast
of MANG MAY (1) (zc 130666) and 1125 meters southwest of PHU

HOA (3) (ZC 159668).

(2) Size. Rectangular shaped. Approximately 450 feet long by
80 feet wide. 100% useable,
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(3) Capacity. Four UR-lEts in line /Uld no 00-34'8. 

(4) Obstacles. Low hills, heavily forested with high trees pt. 
the west end of the zone 0 Remainder of zone consists of low 
brush and scattered trees. 

(5) Surface Featur~. Area is nat with vegetation oonsisting ~ 
low gra.ss. 

(6) Reference Poin!. Landing Zone IV is situated 6.375 meters 
southwest of hill 1487 on a magnetic az:il!1uth of 225 degrees 
and 4800 meters eastsoutheast of the intersection of SJNG!lNG 
and SONG lANG (ZC 105671) on a magnetic azimuth of 104 degrees. 

e, !J¥'HamL Z2n~ J. 
(I) L~..§.ti2!!' Centered at (ZC 151658) approximately 2225 meters 

east southeast of HANG MAY (1) (ZC 13(666) and 1225 meters 
southwest of ffiU HOA (:3) (ZC 159668). 

(2) Size. 90 feet long by eo fe"'''' wide. 100% usable. 

(.3) C!L1?!.e& 0 One UH-IE and no UH-34 ~ s " 

(4.1 ~~.::; 'I'he landing zone is surroundE'd by low brush with 
a tree at the northeast corner. 

(6) Reference Point 0 Landing Zone V is situated 6400 meters 
southwest of hill 14137 (ZC 1967(5) on a magnetic azimuth ot 
225 degrees and 47r:IJ meters ea.:::tsontheast from tie intersec­
tion of the i..oNG YANG a:nd. SONG IANG (ZC 105671) on a magnetic 
azimuth of 105 degrees. 

f, !;apd;!ng Zone VI 

(1) Location. Centered at (20 t 44658) appro:x:i.ma.tely 1650 meters 
easts'oUt'heaat of HANG lfAY (1) (ZC 13(666) and 1775 meters 
southwest of PHU HOA (3) (ZC 159668). 

(2) Size 0 Roughly rectangular. 760 feet long by 80 feet wide 0 

7jJT usable 0 

A-1-3 

OONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

(3) Capacity. Four UH-IE's in line and no UH-34's.

(4) Obstacles. Low hills, heavily forested with high trees at

the west end of the zone. Remainder of zone consists of low
brush and scattered trees.

(5) Surface Features. Area is flat with vegetation consisting of

low grass.

(6) Reference Point. Landing Zone IV is situated 6375 meters

southwest of hill 1487 on a magnetic azimuth of 225 degrees
and 4800 meters eastsoutheast of the intersection of SONG YANG

and SONG IANG (20 105671) on a magnetic azimuth of 104 degrees.

e, Tanding Zone V

(1) Location. Centered at (ZC 151658) approximately 2225 meters

eastsoutheast of MANG MAY (1) (ZC 130666) and 1225 meters

southwest of PHU HOA (3) (ZC 159668).

(2) Size. 90 feet long by 80 fe-t wide. 100% usable.

(3) Capacity. One UH-IE and no UH-34's.

(4) Obstacles The landing zone is surrounded by low brush with
a tree at the northeast corner.

(5) Surface Features The landing zone is flat and is covered

with LOW grase.

(6) Reference Point. Landing Zone V is situated 6400 meters
southwest of hill 1487 (ZC 196705) on a magnetic azimuth of

225 degrees and 4750 meters eastsoutheast from the intersec-

tion of the SONG YANG and SONG IANG (zc 105671) on a magnetic
azimuth of 105 degrees.

f Landing Zone VI

(1) Location. Centered at (ZC 144658) approximately 1650 meters
eastsoutheast of MANG MAY (1) (ZC 130666) and 1775 meters

southwest of PHU HOA (3) (ZC 159668).

(2) Size. Roughly rectangular. 760 feet long by 80 f'eet wide.

90% usable.

(3) Capacity Seven UH-IE's in line and no UH-34's.
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(4) Obstacle::>. Scattered trees surrourid the eastern area of the 
zone. Paddy dikes and scattered trees, 

(5) Surface Features. Low brush on the paddy dikes Q 

(6) !eference:...Point. Landing Zone VI is situated 700 meters 
southwest of hill 1487 (ZC 196705) on a magnetic azimuth of 
228 degrees and 4100 meters eastaoutheaat from the inter­
section of the SONG YANG and the SONG TANG (ZC 105671) on a. 
magnetic azimuth of lOS degrees 0 

~ , g:~ ~- Landing -Zone VII 

(1) Locat ion ._QeJlt~l"ed at (ZC 141656) approximately 2150 meters 
S6ii-i'ii;;5t of PHU Hoi -(3) (ZC-15966S) and 1500meters south-= _ ------- --
east of }~G }~y (2) (ZC 1336?Q)Q 

(2') Size ~ Irregular shaped. 60q feet long by 130 feet wide. 
Sffirueableo 

'c!;one. 

!:..) Ob~~~!.~~. Scattered trees and bl"'llsh surround the area. 

(5) .§~=~ic_e)i~a.t}g'i~. -Consists-oY-flat paaaY-1.andu

witll Ciikea 
disecti.ng the zone. 

{6JRe!erenee-"FOint: "'La.na:rng~one·nT- is sftuated 7325 meters 
- ;ooth.;rest of hlll 1 li37 {ZG 196705) on a magnetic azimuth of 

229 degrees and 3850 meters eastsoutheast fran tre intersec­
tlon of the SONG Yl'.NG and the SONG lANG (ZC 10.567t) on a 
magnetic aaimuth of 112 degrees. 

(f) ~~~_~Qno Centered (ZC 1~703) adjacent to TA ~G village 
and appro:xi.ma.tel,. 3700 meters north northease of MANG MA. Y 
(!) village (ZG 13.3670) and 3650 meters north northwest of 
Pn~ HUA () village (ZG 1;9668). 

(2) Sbe. Oval shaped" .330 feet long axis and 275 teet short 
axr; 6 'IJ'I uSil.ble. 

('~) ~t!-J'> Area will accommodate five UH""IE's or three UH=34's. 
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(4) Obstacles, Scattered trees surround the eastern a rea of the
zone. Paddy dikes and scattered trees,

(5) Surface Features. Low brush on the paddy dikes.

(6) Reference Point. Landing Zone VI is situated 700 meters
southwest of hill 1487 (ZC 196705) on a magnetic azimuth of
228 degrees and 4100 meters eastsoutheast from the inter-
section of the SONG YANG and the SONG LANG (ZC 105671) on a
magnetic azimuth of 108 degrees.

g. Landing Zone VII

(1) Location. Centered at (ZC 141656) approximately 2150 meters
southwest of PHU HOA (3) (zc 159668) and 1500 meters south-
east of MANG MAY (2) (ZC 133670).

(2) Size. Irregular shaped. 600 feet long by 130 feet wide.
80% usable.

(3) Capacity. Eight UH-IE's or so 17H-34's staggered in the
sone.

(1) Obstacles. Scattered trees and brush surround the area.

(5) Surface Features. Consists of flat paddy land with dikes

disecting the zone.

(6) Reference Point. Landing Zone VII is situated 7325 meters
southwest of hill 1487 (zc 196705) on a magnetic azimuth of
229 degrees and 3850 meters eastsoutheast from the intersec=
tion of the SONG YANG and the SONG IANG (zc 105671) on a
magnetic azimuth of 112 degrees.

h. Landing Zone VIII

(1) Location. Centered (ZC 150703) adjacent to TA PHENG village
and approximately 3700 meters north northease of MANG MAY
(1) village (zc 133670) and 3650 meters north northwest of
PHU HUA (3) village (zc 159668).

(2) Size. Oval shaped, 330 feet long axis and 275 feet short
axis. 90% usable.

(3) Capacity. Area will accommodate five UH-IE's or three UH-34's.
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{4) Obstacles. Obsta.cles within landing zone consist of a tree ana some brush. Is. U-shaped tree line and a stream border the 
west and north sides of zone Q Low brush and rice paddies 
box'der the Bouth and east sides. 

(5) Surface Features. Consists of grass and sol1; area. is pl."ob­
ably a.n abandoned dry crop field. 

(6) Reference Point.. Landing Zo.."le VIII is situated !POO meters 
;st of BA NA Mt. (ZC 2)5705) on a magnetic azimuth of 269 
degreesj) and 4.300 meters northeast of the junction of the 
TAM VAO stream and the TAM KHO stream (ZCI27667) on a 
magnetic azimUth of 34 degreeso 

i. !";.andg Zone IX 

(1) Loca.tion. 
_.:~~Iii:, 

Centered at (AT 843724) adjacent to TUNG SON 0 

(2) Si2je.u Rectangular shaped. Approximately 1.30 feEt 
76'-reet Wide ~ <.Xl% usliblee . 

long by 

(4) Obstacles. Low brush on the east and west side pnd northern 
~:-:EXtens1ve tree line along eastern side and northern 
end. Scat-tered low brush extend1ng from cent.er to the north­
west. 

:;: \ :~l'r;-:>·,~,- iFlat,ilr'em. The vegation in the zone consists of 
,~~: :-" ·":;"!l',~:~:aCt",.ed low brush. 

if..,·! ,·e{d'''''n·~~ ; ',iut 0 : Ci.ndirlg Zone IX is situated 2900 meters 
r.(,nhf'<I·,\, 01 hUl '195 ~AT 821705) on a magnetic asimuth of 
Oi..::' J,:·~ ... e5 and 1600 nwters south of hill 270 (AT a4474o) 
<}rl .; m",tneLi.:: ti.:l,imuth ot 'j 85 degrees 0 

j 0 l.anqwg Zone .! 

(1) Lgs~ation. Centered at (AT aM723) adjacent to TUNG SON. 

(2) Siz£.. Square shaped. 125 feet by 125 feet 0 ~1 uaable. , 

(3) C./lpatly. Three T1H-IE.i!s and one 00-34. 

(4) Obstacles. Low brush and scattered trees on the east and mt sides. Thick low brueh at the north end and a cluster 
of brush near the center of the Bone. 
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(4) Obstacles. Obstacles within landing zone consist of a tree

and some brush. A U-shaped tree line and a stream border the

west and north sides of zone. Low brush and rice paddies
border the south and east sides.

(5) Surface Features. Consists of grass and soil; area is prob-

ably an abandoned dry crop field.

(6) Reference Point. Landing Zone VIII is situated 5000 meters

west of BA NA Mt (ZC 205705) on a magnetic azimuth of 269

degrees, and 4300 meters northeast of the junction of the

TAM VAO stream and the TAM KHO stream (zc 127667) on a

magnetic azimuth of 34 degrees.

1. Landing Zone IX

(1) Location. Centered at (AT 843724) adjacent to TUNG SON.

(2) Size Rectangular shaped. Approximately 130 feet long by
70 feet wide. 90% usable.

(3) Capacity. One UH-IE and no Un=34's.

(4) Obstacles. Low brush on the east and west side and northern

end. Extensive tree line along eastern side and northern

end. Scattered low brush extending from center to the north-

west.

perfect Features, The vegation in the zone consists of
(5)

mattered low brush.

voint. landing Zone IX is situated 2900 meters161
northeast of nill 495 (AT 821705) on a magnetic azimuth of

045 destrees and 1600 meters south of hill 270 (AT 844740)

on a magnetic azimuth of 185 degrees.

J. Landing Zone X

(1) Location. Centered at (AT 844723) adjacent to TUNG SON.

(2) Size. Square shaped. 125 feet by 125 feet. 90% usable.

(3) Capacity. Three UH-IE's and one UH-34.

(4) Obstacles. Low brush and scattered trees on the east and

west sides. Thick low brush at the north end and a cluster

of brush near the center of the zone.
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(5) Surface Features. The landing zone has no slope., The vegeta­
tion in the area consists of grass and scattered low brush. 

(6) 
- . 

Referenee Point ~ Landing Zone X is situated 2900 meters 
northeast of hill 995 (AT 821705) on a magnetic azimuth of 
045 degrees and 1700 meters south of hill 2:70 (AT 844740) 
on a magnetic azimuth of 180 degrees. 

k c Landing Zone XI 

(1) !:,2£~.t~(;)ll. Centered at (AT 845722) adjacent to TUNG SON" 

(2) Sizt!o Roughly rectangular shaped. 400 feet long by 250 
feet wide. 1001 uSable. 

(3) Ca~acitl. Fifteen UH-IE's and seven UH-34 i so 

(4) Obstacles. The landing zone is surrounded by low brush. 
Scattered trees line the e~stern side with an estensive tree 
line located from the west side to the south end o One tree 
appro:ximately 2) feet high is ~".,t,Pri in the northeast cor­
ner of the zone. 

(5) Surface Features 0 The landing zone is flat cnltivated land 
with patches of low grass. 

(6) Reference Point. Landing Zone n is situated 2950 meters 
northeast of hill 995 (AT 82t705) on a maglietic azimuth of 
045 degrees and 1800 metera f:rom hill 270 (AT S447~) 
on a magnetic asimuth of 1 eo deg.t"ee~. 

m 0 tan.$!.!!B. Zen.:; .. X~!J 

(1) I.oca.tiono Centered a.t~A! S44722) adjacent, to TUNG SON. 

(2) 5izeo Reotangular ahapedo 500 teet long br 250 feet wide. 
CX>% UMble. . 

(3) Q.ap!e~t.lo Twelve UH-IE!S and seven UH-.34'so 

Obstacles. Thick brush and scattered trees on tee west and 
east side and south end. Extensive brush line running gen~ 
erally northwest to southea.st is half wq through the center 
of the zone o 

(5) SUrface Features~ The landing zone is nat cultivated land 
with patches of low grass" 
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(5) Surface Features, The landing zone has no slope. The vegeta-
tion in the area consists of grass and scattered low brush.

(6) Reference Point. Landing Zone X is situated 2900 meters
northeast of hill 995 (AT 821705) on a magnetic azimuth of

045 degrees and 1700 meters south of hill 270 (AT 844740)
on a magnetic azimuth of 180 degrees.

k. Landing Zone XI

(1) Location. Centered at (AT 845722) adjacent to TUNG SON.

(2) Size. Roughly rectangular shaped. 400 feet long by 250
feet wide. 100% usable.

(3) Capacity. Fifteen UH-IE's and seven UH-34's.

(4) Obstacles. The landing zone is surrounded by low brush.
Scattered trees line the eastern side with an estensive tree
line located from the west side to the south end. One tree

northeastapproximately 20 feet high is counted in the cor-
ner of the zone.

(5) Surface Features. The landing zone is flat cultivated land
with patches of low grass.

(6) Reference Point. Landing Zone XI is situated 2950 meters
northeast of hill 995 (AT 321705) on a magnetic azimith of
045 degrees and 1800 meters from nill 270 (AT 844740)
on a magnetic azimuth of 180 degrees

m. Landing Zone XII

(1) Location. Centered at (AT 844722) adjacent to TUNG SON.

(2) Size. Rectangular shaped. 500 feet long by 250 feet wide.
90% usable.

(3) Capacity. Twelve UH-IE'S and seven UH-34's.

(4) Obstacles. Thick brush and scattered trees on the west and
east side and south end. Extensive brush line running gen-

erally northwest to southeast is half way through the center
of the zone.

(5) Surface Features. The landing zone is flat cultivated land
with patches of low grass.
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(6) Reference Point ~ Landing Zone XII is situated 2850 meters 
northeast of hill 995 (AT 821705).on a magnetic azimuth or 
045 degrees and 1800 meters south of hill 270 (AT 844740) 
on 8. magnetic azimuth of 1 eo degrees 0 

m. Landing Zone Au (Medical eva.cuation/resupplY by hoist only) 

(1) Loca.tion. tanding Zone A is located at (AT B27712). 

(2)~. Roughly square. 30 feet by 30 feet. 

(3) Ca12acitlo None. Hover only. 

(4) Obstacles. Extensive tree line enclose all sides. Tall 
brush throughout the area. 

(;) Surface Features. The landing zone is located on a slope. 
Tall brush and grass cover the surface. 

(6) Reference Pointo Landing Zone A is situated 995 meters 
northeast of hlll 995 (AT 82·; ';' ... 5) on a magnetic azimuth of 
040 degrees and 3,)00 meters southwest of hill 2'70 (AT 844740) 
on a magnetic azimuth of 215 degrees6 

(~~ Information obtained from photographs dated 30 August 1965 and 
27 Oetob0r 196; and vegetation in the landing zone is subject 
to seasonal changes. 

The infontl.at,l.on in this study is compiled by S~2l> 3d Recon "An.) 

BY COz.Jl1AND OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT 

DoW ~ SHERMAN 
Colonel, U .. S .. Marine Corps 

Chi e r of 3t. a:f' f 

~ TAB~J A - Helicopter tanding Zone Suitabilit;r Overlq 

DISTRIBUTION:- S8llle as OPLAN 356-65 

OFFICIAL~ 

~lJ,C-+"l 
\iEORGK v. CARRINGTON.9 JRf 
Colonel ~ u.. s ~ Marine Corps 
G-2 
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(6) Reference Point. Landing Zone XII is situated 2850 meters
northeast of hill 995 (AT 821705) on a magnetic azimuth of

045 degrees and 1800 meters south of hill 270 (AT 844740)
on a magnetic azimuth of 180 degrees.

m. Landing Zone A. (Medical evacuation/resupply by hoist only)

(1) Location. Landing Zone A is located at (AT 827712).

(2) Size. Roughly square. 30 feet by 30 feet.

(3) Capacity. None. Hover only.

(4) Obstacles. Extensive tree line enclose all sides. Tall
brush throughout the area.

(5) Surface Features. The landing zone is located on a slope.
Tall brush and grass cover the surface.

(6) Reference Point. Landing Zone A is situated 995 meters
northeast of hill 995 (AT 8217-5) on a magnetic azimuth of

040 degrees and 3300 meters southwest of hill 270 (AT 844740)
on a magnetic azimuth of 215 degrees.

(NOTE: Information obtained from photographs dated 30 August 1965 and
27 October 1965 and vegetation in the landing zone is subject
to seasonal changes.

The information in this study is compiled by S-2, 3d Recon Pn.)

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT

D. W. SHERMAN

Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
Chief of Staff

TAB: VA - Helicopter Landing Zone Suitability Overlay

DISTRIBUTION: Same as OPLAN 356-65

OFFICIAL:

George
W.

Camington. p.
GEORGE W. CARRINGTON, JR.

Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
G-2
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~d Marine Division, .I!l'iF 
D.A. lfANG 9 RVN 
1l0800Z JAN 1966 

Appendix 2 (Terrain St>J.dy) to Annex A (In telligenoa) to Operation Flan 356-65 

Refs (a) Mapes VISTNAMJ 1850000~ AHS Series L=101 3 Sheets 6558 It 6559 II, 
6658 IV and 6659 III 

Time Zone 8 HIY'rEL 

L GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE .AllEA 

a. TopoSnntj.y,6 See retarenoe (a) and Tab A (Terrain An.alysis OVerlay). 

(1) General Sf tuat:!.on. 

(8) BelieJs The area of operation ia divided by one long har­
row .alley oriented east and weat. The va.lley is paralleled 
on the south by a high ridge reaching ~800 .feet to 4000 feet. 
This ridge is broken midw~ by 8. small north-south va.lley. 
The portion of the area nC'Y'" of' the valley is a un it of oom­
.i.Jl~,~~o.Jlr~tauIB with peaks rt1:ng1ng~o 481'; f08t~ The slopes 
ot aJ l the mruntains and ridges are stce p. 

('I;;) 1O:~Ml~~ The drainage forms a oomplex pattern flowing een­
era.lly fran the south and eMt through the oomplex of mOUft­
'r;a.in6l to a main etrGam. Whi6h drains to thQ west thl'OUgh the 
~a8t-wes~ val ley 0 

(0) !!um..~D8 Dense rain forest with canopi~a in exoeSD of 
100 feet ;;;o'trer the mountains and ridges. Bamboo patoh6'8, 
along with a few? very small cultivated areas t oover moat 
of the ,,-alley .i'.l.oor D The suotem approaohe s to the valleJ 
':;';:J>mpll:l% contains fOl!'ested hills and plains. with numerou.a 
settlements of houses and ricefieldsa 

(2) AiL-,1I Te:rrail'1.;:".:!iL~_!~_o }3e~ Tab It (Terrain Analysis) 

(a) Area 10 Consists of plainsi' with slopes of less than l(},ib. 
1::t{;1~- ~as9. with thin st.rube and scattered trees. 
G-ultivated land, which includes a. rew rloafields and thin 
hsdgex-oW6 of shruba and trees. ~ amall clu13tering 01' 
grave mounds are present in the area. Soils are eO!!mo!~ly 
.fUiIi.. but mi.:ty during end tor two or three da;re foilowbg 
l'aina of ali moo or more. RioeUelds in the area fU":i ,mly 
fi.lr.>m du.dng and immediately following the ha.:''I-eet·. 
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Appendix 2 (Terrain Study) to Annex A (Intelligence) to Operation Plan 356-65

Ref: (a) Maps: VIETNAM, 1850000; AMS Series L-701, Sheets 6558 I, 6559 II,
6658 IV and 6659 III

Time Zone : HOTEL

1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE AREA

a. Topography. See reference (a) and Tab A (Terrain Analysis Overlay).

(1) General Situation.

(a) Relief: The area of operation is divided by one long nar-
row valley oriented east and west. The valley is paralleled
on the south by a high ridge reaching 3800 feet to 4000 feet.

This ridge is broken midway by a small north-south valley.
The portion of the area no of the valley is a unit of com-

piex containe with peaks ranging to 4813 feet. The slopes
of all the mountains and ridges are steep.

(b) Drainage The drainage forms a complex pattern flowing gen-
erally from the south and east through the complex of moun-
tains to a main stream which drains to the west through the

east-west valley.

(o) Vegetations Dense rain forest with canopies in excess of
100 feet cover the mountains and ridges. Bamboo patches,
along with a few, very small cultivated areas, cover most
of the valley floor. The eastern approaches to the valley
complex contains forested hills and plains, with numerous
settlements of houses and ricefields.

Area Terrain Analysis, See Tab A (Terrain Analysis)(2)

(a) Area A. Consists of plains, with slopes of less than 10%
Little grass, with thin shrubs and scattered trees.

Cultivated land, which includes a few ricefields and thin
hedgerows of shrubs and trees. A small clustering of

grave mounds are present in the area. Soils are commonly
firm, but miry during and for two or three days following
rains of an inch or more. Ricefields in the area are only
firm during and immediately following the harvest.
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(b) ,,9. B. Nearly flat sandy plains with long na.rrow marshes 
ud aDall wet depressions. Slopes in this area are senerally 
less than l~o Dense to sparee ebrubss Scattered ricef'ielda 
are located adjacent to the marshes and in the de~.ion8. 
Ifwaerw8 grave mounds. Soils are moderately fim, bu.t Jair.y 
dU1'ing ad briefly following rains of' one inch or IlON. Rice­
fields are firm only during and tmmediately f'ollowing the 
harvest. Max'sheo and depressions are pe:rehl'liA.lly'miry. 

(c) .Area 00 Consists of paddy land with a network of deep, steep­
b8%lked atream~, car..alf>; and d Ue:h(;;s, Ricefields in the area 
are separated by ea,.:lh di.keo one OJ:' two feet high. There are 
some road embankments, Numerous settlements with houses sur­
rounded b.1 thick hedges vi ahl'ubs and tress 0 !here arE; m.,i'Y 
olusters of olo~ly spd.(;;.}d grave mell.nds in the vicinity (·r 
the Til1~. S"il '" are il,)oded Wd. miry most of the time, 
fi~ one to tw')) /ri(,r;tb,! fcllo",ing the rioe harvest, which 
started in 5ept.embeL C0~,\h tior-iS oi: adja.©8nt rice paddies 
are ds:V-.t.Jnnt uri~r Jr,c ',YJ!'<.- of tillagtt pra12tio9 followed. 

Cd) Area....,po Forssted h111s ana plains with closely spaced t;;;-~\JB, 
entwi<~I€l1 wi 'n. 'dC{;:iy '~'ine[., and rier,f;G tllldergrowth. There at'u 
some aroas .J! ,"Lei< f~.I1:"\J.bE~ ')\',/:i hllTOW" steep wallej 
wtll1 eye:. g .. JJ"1f.-:<:') ,r·iZ;,l.! ~;I.~'::.'U ~;,.1·'3 I"' ·:,)t" 

(e) Area.,:§' M" "';,. i"d,y i1:4, '!'lna <p'ea. ~";onsist,,, (.1' 
highly d:,slJ':'ceo. laY'.,]. ar:J. rough surfaces. The terrain io 
:oanmo~·.Jly fo.!'eat€',i:, i,y.:;ky hills;>, nowe."-'JX' , are sparsely wooded. 
~here are n':).rr.':K(',~,3 nfcn'ow, ,,': 0 I.: !> \,0.:1 e.,:; valleys9 gorges and 
~avirAefi 1().~ :It,,d ::.:~ the cl,Y"'!'., 

(f) .Area '0 gm:s .... ;,J~13 of £1at plains with bamboo pa.tches, thil.}k 
Bhru.bs and tree8. L::,ng narro .. r marshes and wt depressions in 
eTidsn~. 3::::l.al1 ~ and E:lc~t,f",eN~d; at'cas of cuI tivation. Joils 
&1'9 moderatsly firm rr.lt mi:cy d1.ll"ing and for one cr two days 
following l'air3 • .)[ ",::i" i",::J'l 01: nlo;ro. 

£1'0 Obsta.elffls 0 

(l)".L~a Ao PA.Ill II'lOll''(ement for tftL.:ka and tanks when the groond is 
~u.t becoming UNSUITABLE for truoks and JIOOR tor tanks when thrtt 
8011 1. miry. Gene1'a.l m0Y8Dl"tnt is hindered "by erave mounds~ 
hedgerowB p treee, and rioerieldl:~. Foot troop movement is Ol;":Y 

slightly hll"1.;ie~ed by S"ft'UD ii oot is I'lilowed in the flooded, j;'':' ~L ' 

fields. 
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(b) Are a B. Nearly flat sandy plains with long narrow marshes
and small wet depressions. Slopes in this area are generally
less than 10% Dense to sparse shrubs. Scattered ricefields
are located adjacent to the marshes and in the depressions.
Numerous grave mounds. Soils are moderately firm, but miry
during and briefly following rains of one inch or more. Rice-
fields are firm only during and immediately following the
harvest. Marshes and depressions are perennially miry.

(c) Area C. Consists of paddy land with a network of deep, steep-
banked streams, canale, and ditches. Ricefields in the area
are separated by earth dikes one or two feet high. There are
some road embankments. Numerous settlements with houses sur-
rounded by thick hedges of shrubs and trees. There are many
clusters of closely spaced grave mounds in the vicinity of
the village. Sells are flooded and miry most of the time;
firm one to two months following the rice harvest, which
started in September Conditions of adjacent rice paddies
are depending upon the type of tillage practice followed.

(d) Area D. Forested hills and plains with closely spaced trees,
entwined with woody vines and dense undergrowth. There are
some areas of chick shrubs. narrow steep walled
valleye

(e) Area E. and This area consists ofrocky
highly dissetted land and rough surfaces. The terrain is
commonly forested rooky hille, rowever, are sparsely wooded.
There are numerous nerrow, steep-walled valleys, gorges and
ravines located in the area.

(f) Area F. Conslete of flat plains with bamboo patches, thick
shrubs and trees. Long narrow marshes and we t depressione in
evidence. Small, and scattered, areas of cultivation. Soils
are moderately firm but miry during and for one or two days
following rains of one inch or more.

MILITARY ASPECTS OF THE AREA

B.o Obstacles.

(1) Area FAIR movement for trucks and tanks when the ground is
firm, becoming UNSUITABLE for trucks and POOR for tanks when the
soil is miry. General movement is hindered by grave mounds,
hedgerows, trees, and ricefielde. Foot troop movement is only
slightly hindered by serub, but is alowed in the flooded rice
fields.

A-2=2
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(2) !lea B. C«mditicrns are POOR rfir truoks and lAIR for tanks whim 
the ground is firm? becoming UlISUlTABLE for truaka a.nd POOR for 
tanks when the soil is JIli%7. HMeilint of trucks through the 

"::"1] tivatea arAd grassy a.reas in tonuO".lS.. 'l'm.il:.e aN mainly hiD ... 
Q,Eoz'ed by f0reeh ar.d hed.gee. General 11l0V6l119nt 1.'1 the ric9fields 
i8 onl:y f~"8aJ.bl.a when the gl"O".md i8 fim,. Foot troops art! hin= 
deZ'~d by thit thick &crub~ forests. and flooded. rioefiE!ld.e. 

(3) A.,.'!"@8_Qo UN5UITABL~ for truoks and tankfi~ becoming rouR ""he::1- t.he 
gro\.IZ:,d ill f.l.l'!!'o Movement is S6<li"Srely compartmented by sh'eame, 
'0a.'!'lMS and. .:H tQhee. 'rru.cka a::I.''Il hlndered by dl.kea and :r·')s'i I)m­
bBl!.kment ... M:d by' the hedges in and /U'O'und the setdements. Grave 
mounds &l"3 ODSta.(!iMS to seneral movement ~ Foot troops mov-ement 
will ~ l:liLo'fled by 80rub and. dese forests. 

(4)~. U~SllITABl6 for truCK!l al)fi tanks. Mc~~"'6ment i8 precluded 
-.".. oleaely spaced "Grees. root troop movement 1.6 d~fi 1.'.3",,1 t l;h,;N:;;;'U' 

Ui.I~j('g.>(,(J" Ht !ilona s(>wb. 

(5) J.:fea E. lINSUITABLE tor 1il:"olcks and tanks, .Mo·.-ellBnt iB precluded 
by steep slopes and rOUBh9 hea"i"ily vegetated BlU'faces. Movement 
of foot troopa will be Qxtrell16iy slOW'~ dua to rough surfaces, 
n.ea'nl:r yegA.,"':srt.ed a.:f'64S 9 and ":;'~. • "").f>pee. 

(1) ..t..rsa.4.o 1f1r~.u.llly no cover. Local cover £rom nat trajN kry 
t1i'eT~ ..... f{o~ded by the grave mounds In the axt;B. Conoealm~)nt 
:t"rom ~M ab' 1.8 1fJ.:rt-~ally non-=a.netent for eithe.r ii'ehi,clo3 and 
!2l'So;r;.r,i*':' ~ eX:7Ailp" .to,r 'that p:rm"ided by the hedgerows. POOR Qon­
<~~,m2>J··t of: p&Jrl1flVnMl l~rcm ground ocaervation ai"fot'ded b"i gl'S,'1'13 

YilQu:!'!·i4f ,jl.r." tte.lgerow<3l. V1rtuall;yno COi!\~eIUD.en:t from g:"·c;\}~d 01;,­
S8:t"lJ'stiot': fal' v:i/lhl'0i-ss. 

(2) .Ari9i8.Ji.~ FOOR IC'.''V$J' tl"omfiat t.x'aje,~to:ry wea.pons at:fo:td.~.;l {;,f' 

aUes.lr1ili !:;!Ek}'S and !';uri'a.ca irl'ei!llarHies. FAm conc~ah!t:,!.Ii.. of 
paraon.'nvl and van101ea from alt' and gound obseZTBtion i6 af"­
fOii:'ded 'toy' t':'1'EU.lt5~ s.gruba &rid hedgeill'. stream b!l';;"~:=8'. nnuso:!: and 
sur:!."" ir.;:oeg;.tlar1 t.1.es provide some cO::lccalmeni;; of personna 1 
!'rom ground abeen a hon • 

(;) A:r&a Co V 1rtua11y no oovel' available, tne:'G 18 some O~70 L' 
:f"rom ilJ!\t tl'aS",d'T;vl',Y fU6 atl~oi"Wid by gra .. "'9 mounds~ road ,c,;:." 

'ba:iW!:mIJnta~ d1lms and steep bujr,. Qf streams9 oanals 8lld 
41:t*Mlio POOR conoaa.lment of personnel frO!!! ground otlaE:l:i'!i'a,ichi;; 
by hrui!llea~ Md.ge8~ graft moondl1i9 dikefll, banks of streams Slid 
dito:lhea. '1:r~~lly no oonceallll!ni; tor yehi4)lee frOll !!!.il' 01' 

ground Obe6l'Te:U .. Ol'lo 
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(2) Area B. Conditions are POOR for trucks and FAIR for tanks when
the ground is firm, becoming UNSUITABLE for trucks and POOR for
tanks when the soil is miry. Movement of trucks through the
cultivated and grassy areas in tortuous. Tanks are mainly hin-
dezed by forests and hedges. General movement in the ricefields
is only feasible when the ground is firm. Foot troops are hin-
dered by the thick scrub, forests, and flooded ricefielde.

(3) Area 0, UNSUITABLE for trucks and tanks, becoming POOR when the

ground is Time. Movement is severely compartmented by streams,
canals and ditches, Trucks are hindered by dikes and road em-
bankments and by the hedges in and around the settlements. Grave
mounde are obstacles to general movement. Foot troops movement
will be elowed by scrub and dense forests,

(4) Area D. UNSUITABLE for trucks and tanks. Movement is precluded
by closely spaced trees. Foot troop movement 18 difficult through
undergrowlitt and scrub,

(5) Area E. UNSUITABLE for trucks and tanks. Movement is precluded
by steep slopes and rough, heavily vegetated surfaces. Movement
of foot troopa will be extremely slow, due to rough surfaces,
heavily vegetated areas, and Lopes.

(5) Area F, UNSUITABLE for trucks and tanks. Off trail movement u
100 will be extremely alow que to heavily vegetated dream

b. Cover and Concealment

(1) Area A. Virtually no cover. Local cover from flat trajectory
fire is afforded by the grave mounds in the area Concealment
from the air is virtually non-existent for either vehicles and

personnel, except for that provided by the hedgerows. POOR con-
realmert of personnel from ground observation afforded by grave
mounds and netgerowa. Virtually no conogalment from ground ob-

servation TON vehicles.

(2) Arsa B. POOR ower from flat trajectory weapona afforded by
atreams banks and surface irregularities. FAIR concealment of

personnel and vehicles from air and gound observation is at-

forded by forests, scrubs and hedges, stream banks, houses and
surface irregularities provide some concealment of personnel
from ground observation.

(3) Area C. Virtually no cover available. There 18 some cover
from flat trajectory fire afforded by grave mounds, road etc

bankmenta, dikes and steep banks of streams, canals and
ditches. POOR concealment of personnel from ground observação.

by houses, hedges, grave mounds, dikes, banks of streams and
ditches. Virtually no concealment for vehicles from air or

ground observation.
1-2-3
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{4) Arf.;'3. D. FAIR tl) OOOD alWer t~rom flat trajeotory weapons is pro~ 
vided by ,;,.\t>~p walla of valleys and rawines. GOOD ~OJi'Mlealmer.d; o£ 
v""h:;,;1."18 Br:d personnel fxom air observatian is provided by a f'O:lr­

"l8~,· u.i.!lOpy. GOOD ccm.c&alment frail gt'ound observation is aff'oried 
'IV tj'V d~llW3 undersrowth and BClMlb. 

{:>; :;4.y.,:,F... l!~o GOOD ,gmrer from .flat" trajeotory fire afforo6d by steel' 
G;h.rpe:;o t:IJ;j wallE'> (If :1'av'ines~ B'CTges and valleys. WRY OOOD c<m~ 
c;;a.lment fr':.:m a.ir obeervatioll ifJ prtlvided by a hl.@hp dense. for­
tH)'!}; (;at;.opy. FAIR ttJ GOOD con'.16!:d.mGn-t jr."'ran ground. o08(:lxva-tio!'l by 
ur;,de-':'e,"l"v'<\"'"h -and fi'i:JE'l!'O~ 

(G; AY2'''- L i'Ani <'::0'761"' ;f:c'Olill flat Id·a~ectol.'Y wea.p()~Hj is afforded by 
;;),;:; ''',' t "r'~k,:. ~J'::l:l ij,'ci'aO€l iX:l,,,ts",,,,ia!'i'tia'" OOOD:;anoealment i!i.d; 
{S:.····I . '-~ ~ -. ~_"I .:o~F"·- ,,'; \/ ~1,:;·~:_;~,:,'- .,~._j~~ !·t:·,.:~r:wth and ~~il,~:r-11 t G 
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(4) Arss D. FAIR to GOOD cover from flat trajectory weapons is pro-
vided by stepp walls of valleys and ravines. GOOD concealment of
vehicles and personnel from air observation is provided by a for-
est canopy. GOOD concealment from ground observation is afforded
by the dense undergrowth and scrub.

(5) Area E. GOOD cover from flat trajectory fire afforded by steep
slopes and walls of ravines, gorges and valleys. VERY GOOD can-
coalment from air observation is provided by a high, dense for-
est canopy. FAIR to GOOD concealment from ground observation by
undergrouth and scrab.

(6) Area F. FAIR cover from flat trajectory weapons is afforded by
banks and irregularities. GOOD concealment from

heavy and somut.

Sec refertime (a) and Tab B (Trail Overlay).Approach.

this study is compiled by S-C, 3d Record B..)

BY COMMANT OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT

D. W. SHERMAN
Colonel U. S. Marine Corps

Chief of Staff

TAES

do - Terrain Analysis Overlay
VS as Trail Overlay

DISTRIPUTION: Same as OPLAN 356-65

OFFICIAL

George
W

Commission
GEORGE W. CARRINGTON, JR.

Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
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C0P.1~O£~CoPie5 
3d Marine Division (Rein). FMF 
DA NANG. RVN 
Ser No: OO/lL-u..s-

If,,-tJOH DeceDll)er 1965 

SECRET 

Operation Plan 357-65 

Ret: <a) Maps:: VIErNAM 1:50,000 AMS Seri .. L'101. Sheet 6658 IV 
(b) Div Opn Order 343-65 
(0) 00 t )!MarDi v 1 tr 3rDPW: jjw owr 3120.1 Ser No 00150-6,5 of 2:1. Nov 196,5 
(d) DivO 02000.lC (COl) 

t~ Z6net lIotei ' , ,.' ,".' . ,,',' 

Task Organization:: Annex A. (Taek Organbat1onJ 

1. SITUATION 

a. Ena Forgen. Annex B (Inte11ipnce) am ISUM's as issued. 

b. Friendly Fprc." 

(1) Reference (b). 

(2) QJJ.NG NAM Special Sector will provide forces to conduct a coor-
dinated operation/blocking forces.' . 

c. 6ttachn!f!!nte and Detacbmentjl. Effec~i~ 0800 D-l 

2. r;tJ3SION. ):i Marine Division (Rein) at H.Hour on n...uay conducts operation.s in 
south central portion of DA NANG TAOa to eearch for and destroy Vi~t c:!-- :f~-~~f' 
in zone. .. 

3. ExEcuTION. 

0).. p~nc.m. of Qperat.on. Annex C (Concept of Operation). 

b. ·N.nth Marinl'_ 
-

(1) Commencing .. t H..Hour on IUJay conduct operations in zone to search 
tor and destroy Viet Cone .torcea therein. Annex D {Operation Overlay) 

······(2l·······ProVi~~:':~t,cki~:":~~~;;::-~-:;~r~-~o=~~~~~~t:~;~~~:~~~~~~~~~~~~::::~'~~====:~""""""'-
out of' 7l>ne •. 

1-: • 

(3) Make maximum use of small. unit. to tind and fix the Viet Cong in zone. 

(4) Make !l!AXimtim use of artillery to destroy the Viet Cong in zone. 

28t,~ 122. 
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Copy / of 83copies
3d Marine Division (Rein), FMF
DA NANG, RVN
Ser No: 00122-65

181200H December 1965

SECRET

Operation Plan 357-65

(a) Maps: VIETNAM 1:50,000 AMS Series L701, Sheet 6658 IVRef:
(b) Div Opn Order 343-65
(c) CG, 3dMarDiv ltr 3:DPW:jjw over 3120.1 Ser No 00150-65 of 27 Nov 1965
(d) Divo 02000.10 (COI)

Time Zone Hotel

Task Organization: Annex A (Task Organization)

1. SITUATION

a. Enemy Forces. Annex B (Intelligence) and ISUM's as issued.

b. Friendly Forces

(1) Reference (b).

(2) QUANG NAM Special Sector will provide forces to conduct a coor-
dinated operation/blocking forces.

c. Attachments and Detachments. Effective 0800 D-1

2. MISSION. 3d Marine Division (Rein) at H_Hour on D.Day conducts operations in
south central portion of DA NANG TAOR to search for and destroy Viet Con- forces
in zone.

3. EXECUTION.

a. Concept of Operation. Annex C (Concept of Operation).

b. Ninth Marines.

(1) Commencing at H-Hour on D-Day conduct operations in zone to search
for and destroy Viet Cong forces therein. Annex D (Operation Overlay)

(2) Provide blocking forces as required to prevent Viet Cong movement
out of zone.

(3) Make maximum use of small units to find and fix the Viet Cong in zone.

(4) Make maximum use of artillery to destroy the Viet Cong in zone.

286 422
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(5) In coordination with ARVN Forces, prevent use of rive~/waterwaY8 

in zone, by other than frierrlly forces. 

o. Tnltth Marines 

(1) Priority of fires to Nintp. Marines during this operation. 

d. First A,mphibi.&Q Tractor Battalion 

(1) ProTide LVTP",,5'. as required for river crossing. 

(2) Pronde LVTH_6' 8 as required for operation. 

e. Coordinating instructions 

(1) H...tiour and D..Day as designated by CO, Ninth Marines, but not later 
than 10 January 19660 . 

(2) Use of riot control agents authorized. 

(3) Attachments e!fe~tive 0800 D-1. 

(4) Direct liaison between C()IIIllIandel'1l ccncerned is authorized on receipt. 

(,) Unclassified coda na1llO is: BIG LOl:GE. 

:- 4. AP!fiNISTRATION AND LOGISTICS 

a. SupW . 
(1) Ganeral = PLSG is the initial s.vee tor Class I. III,. IV ·and V. 

Resupply from PLSG as required. 

(2) ireosu1j>ed Load 

Class I .. - 1 day MCIw/!u.&l per man. 

Clal8 II - Combat essential equipment as prescribed by commander. 

-=-:::-- Ol&ss_ m -~~ Y~J4cle tailks .full, . 5 gal cans full and munted on 
vehicles. 4 day. special oils·and lubrioants. 

Class IV 

Class V 

Medical 
Supplies 

Water 

= u prescribed by oommander. 

- Basic allowance. 

- Full initial allowance .plus three. d~a high usage 
items. 

- 2 canteens per man. ;'11, vater cans full. 
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(5) In coordination with ARVN Forces, prevent use of river/waterwaysin zone, by other than friendly forces.

C. Twelfth Marines

(1) Priority of fires to Ninth Marines during this operation.

d. First Amphibian Tractor Battalion

(1) Provide LVTP-5's as required for river crossing.

(2) Provide LVTH-6's as required for operation.

e. Coordinating instructions

(1) H-Hour and D.Day as designated by CO, Ninth Marines, but not later
than 10 January 1966.

(2) Use of riot control agents authorized.

(3) Attachments effective 0800 D-1.

(4) Direct liaison between commanders concerned is authorized on receipt.

(5) Unclassified code name is: BIG LODGE.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS

a. Supply

(1) General - FLSG is the initial source for Class I, III, IV and V.
Resupply from FLSG as required.

(2) Prescribed Load

Class I - 1 day MCI w/fuel per man.

Class II - Combat essential equipment as prescribed by commander.

Class III - Vehicle tanks full, 5 gal cans full and mounted on
vehicles. 4 days special oils and lubricants.

Class IV 0 ha prescribed by commander.

Class V - Basic allowance.

Medical - Full initial allowance plus three days high usage
Supplies items.

Water - 2 canteens per man. All water cans full.

2 SECRET
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b. Eyacuat.ion and HQspitali~atiQn 

(1) EDCAAtion - Four hour evacuation policy. 

(a) By most expeditious --.nl "'0 Compall1 "CU', )i Medioal Battalion. 

(b) Weapons and organisational equ~pment w.i.ll be evacuated with casllalties, 

(0) vceIVes and indigenous civilian personnel, .for emergency life saTing ~rgory only t to Company I1CII. jd. Medioal Battalion. 

(2) Rgppita11zation - As determined by CO, 3d Medical Battalion. 

(1) Casualty reporting in accordanoe with Di:vO J040.2A. 

(?) Comm-ncin.v. T)+.l submit Par8(\ .... nf'!l Dan v Summary as of 2400H D..Day by 1200H tbll~ ~ in aoco~anoe with·OtTO l080.lw 

(3) Routine administration in accordanoe with current directives. 

(4 ) Gravee Registration - KIA will be evaouated through medical evacua­tion pl'68cribed in paragraph 4. bo above. 

d. CI~:ua.i hA1ill11Ml and Poe_nt ... In acoordance with 00. JdHarDi T 190846Z Ootober 19 :5 and Di..,o P~OO.lE. ' 

e. &,=w.liIlAOUl 
.. ' 

(1) U'i,t.1tOl"1l ani equipment al pnloribed by commander. 

(2)· Items ot captW"tld material that cannot be made serviceable or evaouated will be destrOYfld .on authority this Headquarters. 

()). 9t!U UtaiN ... Iri aocordance with DivO ,080.1. 

5, OOMMAND AND SJLMYNICATIONS ... ELEC1'RONIC§~ . 
a. See Annex ! (Co_~~t) to referenoe Cd) DivO 02000.10. 

b. Ninth Harlnt>13 authorized direct liaison with ARVN uriits as required throll.gh QUANG NA.M Spe.oial SeCt.or. Request. assistanoe .from thiB Headquarters as necessary 0 • 

o. CO-r.wand Poet. Notii;'f' this Hea.d~arters where and wh~ established. 
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b. Evacuation and Hospitalization

(1) Evacuation - Four hour evacuation policy.

(a) By most expeditious means to Company "C", 3d Medical Battalion.

(b) Weapons and organizational equipment will be evacuated withcasualties.

(c) VCC/VCS and indigenous civilian personnel, for emergency lifesaving surgery only, to Company "C", 3d Medical Battalion.

(2) Hospitalization - As determined by CO, 3d Medical Battalion.

C. Personnel

(1) Casualty reporting in accordance with Divo 3040.2A.

(2) Commencing DH.7 submit Personnel Daily Summary as of 2400H D-Day by1200H following day in accordance with Divo 1080.3.

(3) Routine administration in accordance with current directives.

(4 ) Graves Registration - KIA will be evacuated through medical evacua-tion prescribed in paragraph 4.b. above.

d. Captured Personnel and Documents - In accordance with CG, 3dMarDiv 1908462October 1965 and Divo P3800.1E.

e. Miscellaneous

(1) Uniform and equipment as prescribed by commander.

(2) Items of captured material that cannot be made serviceable orevacuated will be destroyed on authority this Headquarters.

(3) Civil Affairs is In accordance with DivO 5080.1.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS_ELECTRONICS

a. See Annex I (Corm-Elect) to reference (d) DivO 02000.10.

b. Ninth Marines authorized direct liaison with ARVN units as requiredthrough QUANG NAM Special Sector. Request assistance from this Headquartersas necessary.

C. Command Post. Notify this Headquarters where and when established.
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BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT: 

ANNEXES: 

A ~ Task Organization 

B - Intelligence (To be issued) 

C - Concept of Operation 

D-". Operation Overlq 

mSTRIroTIQN: 

CMC (1.0,) " 
CMCS (MeEC) 
eG, FMFPac 
00, In M.\F 
en, nu.w 
ADG CMD GRP 
)i Marinse 
12th Marines 
9th Marines 
3d Recon Bn 
)d Engr Bn 
3d Tank Bn 
lst AmT rae En 
1st Bn, 12th Harine6 
!LSG 
G-l. 
0 ... 2 G_, 
G-4 
CEO 
)1MedBn 
Jd MT Bn 
SclC 
3D .AT Bn 
Q..S -

- ~::\J, 

2 
2 
2 
10 ., , 
:3 
J 
10 
:1 , 

". , 
J 
J 
J 
2 
:3 
5-
3 
2. 
2 
2 
'2 
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1 

"ul\~~~ .' 
~., - Colonel, U. S. Marine QOrpll 
- iI-':t 

j)Ji~ 
D. W. SHERMAN 

Col.one1, U. S. Karina Corps 

Chief" of" Sta.:f'f 
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BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT:

D. % Sherman
D. W. SHERMAN

Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps

Chief of Staff

ANNEXES:

A 0 Task Organization

B - Intelligence (To be issued)

C - Concept of Operation

D- Operation Overlay

DISTRIBUTION:

CMC (AO3) 2
CMCS (MCEC) 2

2CG, FMFPac
10CG, III MAF
5CG, FMAW
3ADC CMD GRP
33d Marines
312th Marines
109th Marines
33d Recon Bn
33d Engr Bn

3d Tank Bn 3
1st AmTrac Bn 3
1st Bn, 12th Marines 3

3FLSG
2G-1
3G-2
5 -

G-3
3G-4
2.CEO
23d Med Bn
23d MT Bn
2S&C

3D AT Bn 3 41G-5
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3d i'larine j}ivi8i~n (Rein). 00' 
DA. HANG. RVH' 
( , December 1965 

~. A (Task Organization) to Operation Order '.57-65 

Ret: Nono 

Time ~orw: Hotel 

(ALL ATTACHMENTS EFFECTIVE 0800H D~l} 

3d Him. Dj,rledon (Rein) 

9th Marines (Rel-n) 

CO_f· 3d ATBn 

CO_ t 3d TankBn 

---Y3:t, Co_. )l EngrBn 

---Plt t 00_. ~ MTBn 

HajGen WALT 

Col GORMAN 

B! ;G0MMA.ND OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT:, 

t;.i~ 
D. W. SHERMAN 

Col.nel t U. So ~rine Corps 

Chief of Staff 

!-l 
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3d Marine Division (Rein), FMF
DA NANG. RVN

December 1965

SECRET

Annex A (Task Organization) to Operation Order 357-65

Ref: None

Time Zone: Hotel

(ALL ATTACHMENTS EFFECTIVE 0800H D-1)

3d Marine Division (Rein) MajGen WALT

9th Marines (Rein) Col GORMAN

Co 3d ATBn9

Co 3d TankBn9

P1t, Co 9 3d EngrBn

Plt, Co 3d MTBn2

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT:

D.H. Sherman
D. W. SHERMAN

Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps

Chief of Staff
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3d Manne JJ1 Yision (Rein). FMF 
DA NANG, RVR 
18120011: December 196.5 
~ .. r Ioc:: 00l.7~6J 

.Annex C (Concept of OpGration) to Operation Order 357-65 

Ref: < .. ) Maps: vU:rNAM It:.500,OOO AMS Series L70l. Sheets 6658IV 
(b) CO. JdMarDiv Itr 3:lI¥:'jjw OTer ,120.1 Ser No 001.50.65 dtd 27 Noy 1965 , " . ., 

Tae ZOM; Haitel 

1. MISSION. -3d, Marine Di'f1.sion (Rein) at R-Hour on D_Day conducts operations in 
south central portion of DA NANG TAOR to •• arch for and destroy Viet Gong forcel. 
in ZOIle. 

2. General Plan 

a. See Reterence (b) anti Annex D (Operation Overlay) .. 

b.. COl'III!enoing at. R...Hour on D~, )i Marine Divi sion forces conduct search 
and destroy op~rat1on as follOW's: 

(1) A.'<;. tack 8 outh i).'\ 9th M-.rines zone I seize Hill 55 (AT 9661). 

(,2) On. ord., orOlUt the SONG AI WHI.t, and continue search and destroy 
opera tiorr. east. in zone. 

t~) On order, continue search &l'I1 destroy OpM'at.1on no:rt.h'in iOne'to·­
MLR PO!9itiOM .. 

J. Conct'QtW DtttUa. .1s yltJua1bed. the above- concept is the application of 
the following deta1la~ 

a.. A. tho1"6ugb a.."id detaUed search of all natural and man=made possible 
placefl of' V101o Cong concealment, parliGUlarly' 'When contact is established. 'L'heso 
plac~ include, but are not limited to; 

(l) CaTeS and turmelso. _. 

(2) Buildings and huts. 

(,) 11eld. and paddiee (Particularly t.hoee with four foot or higher 
growth)11 , 

(4) Culvert. and ditchese 

b. The rapid employment of small UD1ts in blocking positiorus to find and fix 
the VC for destrtl.Cltion by' artillery and/or air. 

C-'l_ SECBEl' 
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3d Marine Division (Rein), FMF
DA NANG, RVN
181200H December 1965
Ser No: 00172-65

SECRET

Annex C (Concept of Operation) to Operation Order 357-65

(a) Maps: VIETNAM 1:500,000 AMS Series L701, Sheets 6658IVRef:
(b) CG, 3dMarDiv ltr 3:DPW: jjw over 3120.1 Ser No 00150-65 dtd 27 Nov 1965

Time Zone: Hotel

1. MISSION. 3d Marine Division (Rein) at H_Hour on D-Day conducts operations in
south central portion of DA NANG TAOR to search for and destroy Viet Cong forces.
in zone.

2. General Plan

3. See Reference (b) and Annex D (Operation Overlay)..

b. Commencing at H-Hour on D.Day, 3d Marine Division forces conduct search
and destroy operation as follows:

(1) Attack south in 9th Marines zone, seize Hill 55 (AT 9661).

(2) On order. cross the SONG AI NGHIA, and continue search and destroy
operation east in zone.

(3) On order, continue search and destroy operation north in sone to
MLR positions.

Conceptual Details. As visualized, the above concept is the application of3.
the following details:

a. A thorough and detailed search of all natural and man-made possible
places of Viet Cong concealment, particularly when contact is established. These
places include, but are not limited to:

(1) Caves and tunnels,

(2) Buildings and huts.

(3) Fields and paddies (Particularly those with four foot or higher
growth),

(4) Culverts and ditches.

b. The rapid employment of small units in blocking positions to find and fix
the VC for destruction by artillery and/or air.

SECRETC-1
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c. Ma.xiawm use of art.illel7 to destroy tbl- VC when located. 

d. The use of ARVN Foroe~ to block at the confiuence of the 80m YEN and. 
SONG AI NORIA, and. when requfi-ed south of' Boute 14. 

e. The use of riot control ·agents to -clear tunnels and caws, and those 
haJIletsjTillages wherein the VC are using the civilians for protection. 

f. 'the WIt of all available p81cbological warlare means to m1nimize non­
ooabatant c~ualtieso 

g. The use of a publisbed tactical decentlnn plan. 

h. The use of amtracs. inclqding LYB-6· •• W a •• 1., 'lie cro .. l_ ~ 
rivers/waterways. . 

i. Prevent theme or waterways/rivers in zone during tlta eperatio~# b.T 
other than friendly rorces. 

j. A. minimum. of 96 hours to complete ~he operation. 

HI aB8WID OF woa GDBRAL .WALT: 

D. V. SHEBMAN . 

Colo~.· u •. S. Marine Col"pS 

Chief 0 f Staff 

SECRE'f 
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C. Maximum use of artillery to destroy the VC when located.

d. The use of ARVN Forces to block at the confluence of the SONG YEN and
SONG AI NGHIA, and when required south of Route 14.

e. The use of riot control agents to clear tunnels and caves, and those
hamlets/villages wherein the VC are using the civilians for protection.

f. The use of all available psychological warfare means to minimize non-
combatant casualties.

g. The use of a published tactical deception plan.

h. The use of amtracs, including LVTH-6's, to assist the crossing of
rivers/waterways.

i. Prevent the use of waterways/rivers in zone during the operation, by
other than friendly forces.

j. A minimum of 96 hours to complete the operation.

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT:

D. W. SHERMAN

Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps

Chief of Staff

SECRETC-2
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Operati.on Order 358-65 

DECLASSIFIED 

~.. -' ~ 
',~ "\' .' 

'of: (a) DivOp Ordor '43-65 ffx/",f$j 
(b) III V,AF OpOroor 305-66 .. ' 

f,ihorl Title: PIIUNG-SU 
(c) DivO 02000.lC (C.O.I.) 

''':' :;!.:_ g.rgr·ni~atioll. No Chenge I 

a. Knew Foreg!? See current ISUMS, 

b. fr:kncDy F'2!££ll. 

(1) Refel'ence (e). 

• 
CPpY--.L..of~Copies, 
3d Marine Division (~in) 

, : DANANG, RVN 
,Ser~ No •. 001'7)-65 
241200Z December +965 

(z) Del3:iE;nllted Popule.r Force, (PF) platoons will be placed underOP~()! ____ _ 
3dI'la!'roo'1Jl vislon~~-1tererence (E). -~,~~--- ~n_ ~~~_,n.~_ ,- ., -~-,~.--

2. MISSlOi~. 3d l-farine Division exercj.ses operational control over designated 
PP platoons, and conducts integrated operations consistent with the PF basic 
mission for the t~rofold purpose of assisting PF combat effectiveness in 
thei r local environ.":lcntand assisting 3d ~iarine Division operations in 
rnr;]' arc'vs. 

J. ~UTIOIi. 

a. CQnc~pt. Annex A (Concept of Operation). 

(2) Assign one (1) T/O Rifle,Squad (Rein) to each assigned PFplatQCn. 
",.' 

(3) PI~vide training to PF units, eongistent with the mission and 
as outlined 1n Annex B (Training of PF units). t\ I 

DECLASSIFIED 
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C C.

Copy 1 of 97 Copies
SECRET 3d Marine Division (Rein)

DA NANG, RVN
Ser. No. 00173-65
241200Z December 1965

Operation Order 358-65

of: (a) DivOp Order 343-65 (50065)
(b) III MAF OpOrder 305-66

Short Title: PHUNG-SU
(c) DivO 02000.10 (C.O.I.)

Time Zono: Potel

Took Organization. No Change,

1. SITUATION

a. Enemy Forces. See current ISUMS,

b. Friendly Forces.

(1) Reference (a).

(2) Designated Popular Force (PF) platoons will be placed under OPCON
3d Marine Division. Reference (b).

2. MISSION. 3d Marine Division exercises operational control over designated
PF platoons, and conducts integrated operations consistent with the PF basic
mission for the twofold purpose of assisting PF combat effectiveness in
their local environment and assisting 3d Marine Division operations in
rear areas.

3. EXECUTION.

a. Concept. Annex A (Concept of Operation),

b. Infantry Legiments.

(1) Assume OPCON of PF units as assigned.

(2) Assign one (1) T/O Rifle Squad (Rein) to each assigned PF platoon.

(3) Provide training to PF units, consistent with the mission and

His!

as outlined in Annex B (Training of PF units).

SECRET
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(4) Be prepared to SUpport assigne,d PF with reini'orcing/coupter-
attack forces in TAOR. ' 

(5) Be prepared to provide supporting anna, to include helicopters, 
close air support and arti.lle:ry J to PF assigned tactical missions. 

c. Coordinating Instruction~ 

(1) Marine rifle squads will be ear~.ful17 screened to ensure that 
mature Marines wi tb a complete understanding of US-Vietnamese 
relationships are assigned to this program. 

(2) Marine rifle squads will be reinforced With one radio ope:r;ator 
with a AN/PF~-lO radio, 'one hospitalman, and one interpreter. 

~=-- ~ ~ -

(3) The Marine PJ.fle Squad will be integrated into the PF platoon, 
with the squad leader acting as, advisor to the PF platoon commander. 

(4) Maintain close and continuo'l:!,l:llj.aison 'With village and 'district 
chiefs and the US advisor at respective District Headquartr~~. 

(5) Popular Force platoons are designed primarily to provide 10c; ~ 
defense of Village/vital/local installations. Therefore, all 

, actions of the Marino Rifle ,Squad must contribute to the 
accomplishment of the PF mission.' 

4. ADMINIS'l'RATION -~ND;rooISTIC£ 

a.--Administrqtion. No change. 

b. - logistics. Infa.ntry Regiments provide logistical support witJiln 
capabilities. 

c. F.eport~ 

(1) Upon initial assumption> of OPCON Popular Forces report: 

(a) Popular Forces location. 

(b) Mission assignod by District Chief. 

((;) i.ew mission assigned. 

(d) Popular Force Commander's n~e. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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(4) Be prepared to support assigned PF with reinforcing/counter-
attack forces in TAOR.

(5) Be prepared to provide supporting arms, to include helicopters,

close air support and artillery, to PF assigned tactical missions.

C. Coordinating Instructions

(1) Marine rifle squads will be carefully screened to ensure that

mature Marines with a complete understanding of US-Vietnamese

relationships are assigned to this program.

(2) Marine rifle squads will be reinforced with one radio operator
with a AN/PRC-10 radio, one hospitalman, and one interpreter.

(3) The Marine Rifle Squad will be integrated into the PF platoon,

with the squad leader acting as advisor to the PF platoon commander.

(4) Maintain close and continuous liaison with village and district

chiefs and the US advisor at respective District Headquarters.

(5) Popular Force platoons are designed primarily to provide look

defense of village/vital/local installations. Therefore, all

actions of the Marine Rifle Squad must contribute to the

accomplishment of the PF mission.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS

a. Administration. No change.

b.
- Logistics. Infantry Regiments provide logistical support within

capabilities.

C. Reports

(1) Upon initial assumption of OPCON Popular Forces report:

(a) Popular Forces location.

(b) Mission assigned by District Chief.

(c) New mission assigned.

(d) Popular Force Commander's name.

SECRET-2-
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(e) Strength of unit •. 

(r) Amount and type ot wnpons and equipment. 

(g) Submit written report on week],y basil3 as of 1800H Wcrlr,osday 
to arrive G-3, 3d Mari.n£, Division not later than 1200H ·Thursday. 
R.eport mu~t sUTlllnariz~ !l~evious weelt f S. _8.gtiyities to include: 

1.. SuJltJnary ot operations conducted and results. 

~. Training conducted ( type/hours). 0 

.1. Problems encountered. 

". Evaluation of progress. 

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS. 

8.. Q.Qmmunicp,tion;:; 

(1) In accordance with reference (0). 

(2) Insure Mar1ne rifle squads operating with PF are assigned call 
signs and .r-re(iuenCie~ r,f' the infantq battalion in whose T.AOR 
they are physically lcc,ted. Provide frequencies/call signs to 
Marine/PF un! ts as requi.red. 

b. CP Locations. No change. 

c. - Command RelatiQDshlw. Infantry Regiments assume OPCON of ~signed,:· 
Popular Force platoons. 

BY CG1MAND OF MAJOR GENERAL 'WATIr: 

j).'i~ 
D. W. SHERMAN 

Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps 

Chief ot Staff 

A. Concept of Operations 

B":' Training of Popular Forces 

.. DISTRIBurroN: ltD" PLUS 
I - eMe 2 

ONCS 2 
CG, ]'!iiF'PM .. 2 

OG, III.MAF 5 
SA, r CORPS 5 

-.3-
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(e) Strength of unit.

(f) Amount and type of weapons and equipment.

(g) Submit written report on weekly basis as of 1800H Wednesday
to arrive G-3, 3d Marine Division not later than 1200H Thursday.
Report must summarize previous week's activities to include:

1. Summary of operations conducted and results.

2. Training conducted (type/hours).

3. Problems encountered.

4. Evaluation of progress.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS.

a. Communications

(1) In accordance with reference (c).

(2) Insure Marine rifle squads operating with PF are assigned call

signs and frequencies of the infantry battalion in whose TAOR

they are physically loc ted. Provide frequencies/call signs to

Marine/PF units as required.

b. CP Locations. No change.

C. Command Relationships. Infantry Regiments assume OPCON of assigned
Popular Force platoons.

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT:

D. off. Sheaman
D. W. SHERMAN

Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps

Chief of Staff
ANNEXES:

A- Concept of Operations

B- Training of Popular Forces

DISTRIBUTION: "D" PLUS
CG, III MAF 5CMC 2
SA, I CORPS 52CMCS

SECRET-3-CG, FMFPAC 2
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• 3d 14arine Division (Rein) 
DA NANG,. RVN 
24l2OOZ Dec 1965 

Annex A (Concept of Oyerations) to Operation Order 358-65 

Ref: (&.) Hapsl VIETNbM 1:50,000 Serles L701 

Time Zone: Hotel 

1. t!J~.::iIOll. 3d Marine Division assumes operationftl control of' designated 
:'Cfiular Force platoons to improve the coordination and tactical em.ployment 
(,,~ FF units. 

a. Popular Force platoons arc assigned the mission of' providing. defense 
of their village area and other local installitions within the District 
area. The PF inherently have an intimate working knowledge o'f the 
village and. hamlet cOl!1ple;·.· .• ~a, distri;ct,village and be.mlet officals, 
local goft ....... eIld local inhB.bi tants. Further II the pr normally 
has operated over the terrain in the surrounding area eommunicating . 
wdth the local populace thereqy gaining some insight into the tactical 
and political operations of the local VC unit. . 

b. In examining the overall spectr'l1l1l of tINO important aspects of 
Guerrilla Warfare, namely, Population Control and Food/Local Resource 
Control, ye find that a combination of Popular and Marine forces 
are ideal~ suited to assuming responsibility for these tasks in 
those areaa previously cleared of organized VC ;resistance. Marine 
units ure thereby allowed grenter freedom of action to expand their 
operations, assured that ready forces a.re controlling the vi11s.ge 
area to their rear. 

c. The program must be approached from a standpoint of mutual concern 
and mutual cooperation betwcnPF and Mat~nes, combining talent, 
personnel and effort toward a connnon goB...i. - defeat of the VC. 

d. OPCON of PF/l'.arine units should. be placed at the appropriate level, 
consiAtent with the missions, where these units will be continuously 
operating. 

A-l 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

3d Marine Division (Rein)
DA NANG, RVN
241200Z Dec 1965

Annex A (Concept of Operations) to Operation Order 358-65

Ref: (a) Maps: VIETNAM 1:50,000 Series L701

Time Zone: Hotel

1. MISSION. 3d Marine Division assumes operational control of designated

Torular Force platoons to improve the coordination and tactical employment

in FF units.

2. CONCEPT

a. Popular Force platoons are assigned the mission of providing defense

of their village area and other local installations within the District

area. The PF inherently have an intimate working knowledge of the

village and hamlet complexes, district, village and hemlet officals,
local government, and local inhabitants. Further, the PF normally
has operated over the terrain in the surrounding area communicating
with the local populace thereby gaining some insight into the tactical

and political operations of the local VC unit.

b. In examining the overall spectrum of two important aspects of

Guerrilla Warfare, namely, Population Control and Food/Local Resource

Control, we find that a combination of Popular and Marine forces

are ideally suited to assuming responsibility for these tasks in

those areas previously cleared of organized VC resistance. Marine

units are thereby allowed greater freedom of action to expand their

operations, assured that ready forces are controlling the village
area to their rear.

C. The program must be approached from a standpoint of mutual concern

and mutual cooperation between PF and Marines, combining talent,

personnel and effort toward a common goal - defeat of the VC.

d. OPCON of PF/Marine units should be placed at the appropriate level,

consistent with the missions, where these units will be continuously

operating.

A-1
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e. Commanders will insure that the employment of PF is within the 

mission set forth in Bub-paragraph a. above. 

j).~~ 
D. W. SHERMAN 

Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps 

Chief of Staff 

DISTRIBlJrION; "DII Plus 
CMC 2 
CMOS 2 
CG, FMFPAC 2 
GO, III HAF 5 
SA, I CORPS 5 

A-2 
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DECLASSIFIED

Commanders will insure that the employment of PF is within thee.
mission set forth in sub-paragraph a. above.

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT:

D.D. therman
D. W. SHERMAN

Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps

Chief of Staff

DISTRIBUTION: "D" Plus
2CMC
2CMCS

CG, FMFPAC 2
5CG, III MAF
5SA, I CORPS

A-2
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• • 3d Marine Di~ision (Rein) 
DA NANG, RVN 
241200Z Dec 1965 

Annex A (Concept of OjJer'a.tions) to Opera.tion Order 358-65 

Ref: (e.) Maps~ VIETNAM 1:50,000 Serles L701 

Time Zone: Hotel 

1.~~$rp!!. 3d 11e.rine Division assu.meJ3 operationFtl control of designated 
:'c rlule.r , Forcc platQons to, improV'e the coordination and tact~cal employment 

,L FE units." 

2. "CONC~PT 

,a. Popular Force platoonsa;reaSslgned the'mission oj:,p~idingdefense­
,'of, ther-r villsge"'area and other ,local installat'ions -within the District 
area. The PF inherently h.ve an intimate working knowledge of the 
villa.ge, and hamlet' 'cOJIiple:;:o:;l, 45,strict, villa~a.nd he.mlet officals, 
local go"~y«l14 local inhAbitants. 'further, the PF normally 
has opera.ted o~er the terrain in the surrounding area communicating , 
with the local populace thereb,y gaining some insight into the tactical 
and political operations of the local VC unit. 

b. In examining the o~erall spectrum of two important aspects of 
Guerrilla ~larfare, namely, Population Control and Food/local Resource 
Control, we find that a combl~ation of Popular and Marine forces 
are ideally sui ted to assuming responsibility for these tasks in 
those arena pre~iously cleared of organized VC resistance. Marine 
units are thereby allovted greater freedom of action to expand their 
operations, assured that ready forces are controlling the ~il1age 
area to their rear. 

c. The program must be approached from a standpoint of mutual concern 
and mutual cooperation between PF and Mar~r.es, combining talent, 
personne'l and effort toward a. common goa .... - defeat of the va. 

d. OPCON of PF~~rine units should be placed at the appropriate level, 
consi~tent with the missions, where these units viII be continuously 
operating. ' 

A-I ailE? ;]f 
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3d Marine Division (Rein)
DA NANG, RVN
241200Z Dec 1965

Annex A (Concept of Operations) to Operation Order 358-65

Ref: (a) Maps: VIETNAM 1:50,000 Series L701

Time Zone: Hotel

1. MISSION. 3d Marine Division assumes operational control of designated

Uccular Force platoons to improve the coordination and tactical employment

in FF units.

2. CONCEPT

a. Popular Force platoons are assigned the mission of providing defense

of their village area and other local installations within the District

area. The PF inherently have an intimate working knowledge of the

village and hamlet complexos, district, village and hamlet officals,

local government and local inhabitants. Further, the PF normally

has operated over the terrain in the surrounding area communicating

with the local populace thereby gaining some insight into the tactical

and political operations of the local VC unit.

b. In examining the overall spectrun of two important aspects of

Guerrilla Warfare, namely, Population Control and Food/Local Resource

Control, we find that a combination of Popular and Marine forces

are ideally suited to assuming responsibility for these tasks in

those areas previously cleared of organized VC resistance. Marine

units are thereby allowed greater freedom of action to expand their

operations, assured that ready forces are controlling the village

area to their rear.

C. The program must be approached from a standpoint of mutual concern

and mutual cooperation between PF and Marines, combining talent,

personnel and effort toward a common goa. - defeat of the VC.

d. OPCON of PF/Marine units should be placed at the appropriate level,

consistent with the missions, where these units will be continuously

operating.

A-1
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e. Commanders will insure that the employment of PF is 'Within the 
mission set forth in sub-paragraph a. above. 

DISTRIBUTION: "'Cit Plus 
CMC 
~CMCS~~~ -
CG, FMFPAC 
CG, III MAF 
SA, I CORPS 

.• ',. ,I, ' 

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT: 

JJ.;,i~ 
D. W. SHERMAN 

Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps 

Chief of Staff 

2 - '~~2 ~ ... 

2 
5 
5 
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Commanders will insure that the employment of PF is within thee.
mission set forth in sub-paragraph a. above.

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT:

D.n therman
D. W. SHERMAN

Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps

Chief of Staff

DISTRIBUTION: "D" Plus
2CMC
2CMCS
2CG, FMFPAC

CG, III MAF 5
5SA, I CORPS

A-2
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·3d Marine Division (nein) . 
DA NANG, RVN 
24J200Z Dec 1965 

ANN"EX B (Training of Popular Forces) to Operation Order 353-65 

Tin:c Zone: Hotel 

1. Training for PF platoons '\-1111 be conducted by the Marine squad supporting 
the PF. It is realized that the largest percentage of instruction will 
of ncccessity be conducted through an interpreter and is time consuming. 
However, the Marine squad should do their u~ost to produce a combat 
re~dy PF unit capable of dealing wi~ and defeating the VC forces. 

2. Tr~ining will consist of the below listed subjects: 

a. Nomenclature, stoppages and :ilnmediate action anr'l care and cleaning 
of: U. S. Ca.rbine Cpl. ]0; U. S. Rifle Cal. ]0 M-l; U. S. Pistol 
Cal. 45 and the Browning Automatic Rifle. 

b. Marksmanship. \ 

c. Amoush Techniques. 

d. Scouting and Patrolling. 

e. Small unit fonnations, fireteam and squad. 

f. First Aid, Field Sanitation and-Personal Hygiene. 

g. Tactics of the Rine Squa.d { Offensive-and Defensive). 

h. Hand and Hifle Grenades. 

i. Assault Fires. 

j. Helicopter Operations to -inc lUMfruiiI Iiarizatlori in loadIng and un­
loading. 

k. Use of the Compass and Basic Map Heading. 

1. Hifle Platoon in the attack and defense~ 

m. Hand and Ann Signals. 

B-1 
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3d Marine Division (Rein)
DA NANG, RVN
241200Z Dec 1965

ANNEX B (Training of Popular Forces) to Operation Order 358-65

Time Zone: Hotel

1. Training for PF platoons will be conducted by the Marine squad supporting
the PF. It is realized that the largest percentage of instruction will
of neccessity be conducted through an interpreter and is time consuming.
However, the Marine squad should do their utmost to produce a combat
ready PF unit capable of dealing with and defeating the VC forces.

2. Training will consist of the below listed subjects:

a. Nomenclature, stoppages and immediate action and care and cleaning
of: U. S. Carbine Cal. 30; U. S. Rifle Cal. 30 M-1; U. S. Pistol
Cal. 45 and the Browning Automatic Rifle.

b. Marksmanship.

C. Ambush Techniques.

d. Scouting and Patrolling.

e. Small unit formations, fireteam and squad.

f. First Aid, Field Sanitation and Personal Hygiene.

g. Tactics of the Rifle Squad ( Offensive and Defensive).

h. Hand and Rifle Grenados.

i. Assault Fires.

j. Helicopter Operations to include familiarization in loading and un-
loading.

k. Use of the Compass and Basic Map Reading.

1. Rifle Platoon in the attack and defense.

m. Hand and Arm Signals.
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DECLASSIFIED 
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3. Reorganize the PF Platoon to conform with the organizatiqn of a Marine 
Rifle Platoon. 

DISTRIBUl'rON: 'm)1 Plus' 
J' r Qi'1Q~__r~~~-~~~a ' 

--... -- -CMCS 2 

'. " .... 

CG, FMFTAC 2 
CG, III ftIAF 5 
SAl I· CORPS 5 

BY COMMAND OF HAJOR GE~RAL ioiALT: 

D. W. SHERMAN 

Colone1, U. S. Marine Corps 

Chief of Staf'f 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

3. Reorganize the PF Platoon to conform with the organization of a Marine
Rifle Platoon.

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT:

D. off Shemmon
D. W. SHERMAN

Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps

Chief of Staff

DISTRIBUTION: "D" Plus
CMC 2
CMCS 2
CG, FMFPAC 2
CG, III MAF 5
SA, I. CORPS 5
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