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From: Commending General, III Harine Amphibious Force
Tos  Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code A03D) .
Viat - Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Subjt Command Chromology of the 3d Marine Division (-) (Rein) for
the month of December 1965. (U)

l. JForwarded.

2. This endorsement is downgraded to UNCLASSIFIED upon removal from the
bagic document.
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3d Marine Division
Command Chronology

1 Dec to 31 Dec 1965
List of Supporting Documents

Diwv SitReps Dec 1%5' FlroF.0 25

Div: Journal Dec 1965

v FSCC Journal Dec 1965

Div Baily Report of Battle and Non Bsattle Casualty
Civil Affsirs |
VWIP ¥isits to 3d Marine Pivision

My Operation Orders Issued in Dec 1965

1st B* How (With 12th Mar)
3d MT Bn
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HEADGQUARTERS ‘
2d Marine Divigion (Rein} FMF
FPO San Francisco 96601

3/DVM/pnc
Ser HOLI-C6
17 February 1966

Froms Commanding General

To: Commandant of the Marine Corps {Code A0?D)

Via: Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force
' Eormnand:.ng General Fleet Ma.rme Fome, Pam.fa.u

Subj: Command Chronolog{ of the 3d Harlne D1v181on ( ) (Reln) for
the month of December 1965.

Ref: (a) MCO 5750.2
(b) CG FMFPAC msg 251942 Aug 65

Encl: V(1) 3d Mar Div (=)(Rein) Command Chronology for the period
1-31 Decenmber 1965.

1. In accordance with the provisions of references (a) and (b),

enclosure (1)

is submitted.

'

2. Tris letter is downgraded to unclassified upon removal of

en~losure (1).

Do 9Dt
LEQ J. DULACKI
zmef of Staff
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CRGANIZATION DATA SHEET

SECRET

THIRD MARINE DIVISTON (REINFORCED), FLEET MARINE FORCE
COMMAND CHRONOLOGY FUR THE PERIGD I DECEMBER 1965 TG 31 DECEMBER 1965
N W SUBMLITTED FEBRHARY 1966 | |
FROM THE DIVISION COMMAND POST BUNKER (AT 957751 )

DA NANG, REFUBLIC OF VIET NAM

CUMMANDING GENERAL
MAJCR GENERAL IEWIS W, WALT, U. S. MaRINE CORPS
ASSISTANT DIVISION COMMANDER
BRIGAUIER GENERAL MELVIN D. HENDERSUN, USMC 1.10 DECEMBER 1965

SRIGADIER GENERAL IOWELL E. ENGLISH, USMC 22-31 DECEMBER 1965

AsS1STANT DIVISION COMMANDER, CHU LAl
srlUaVIBk GENERAL JONAS M, PLATT, USMC
CHIEF QF STAFY
COLONEL LONALD W, SHERMAN, USMG

GENERAL STAF¥

ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G.1 CULONEL ROBERT w. FGRT, USMCR
ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G.2 LIRUTENANT COLONEL RICHARD J, SCHRIVER, USMC
ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G.3 COLGNEL DON P, WYCKOFF, USMC
ASSISTANT CHIEF CF STAFF, G.4 COLONEL FRANK R, WILKINSCN, JR., USMC

ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G.5, MAJOR JGHN COLIA, USMC
ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, COMPTROLLER, COLONEL E. M. STIMSON, USMC

Znclosure (1)
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SUBORDINATE UNLTS

SECRET

Headquarters Battalion (Rein)
3d Marine Regiment (=) (Rein)
4th Marine Regiment {(-) (Rein)
7th Marine Hegiment (.) (Rein)
oth Marine Regiment (-) (Rein)
12th Marine Regiment (Rein)

3rd Anti-Tank Battalion (Bein)

3rd Engineer Battalion (Rein)
3rd Medical Battalion (fein)

3rd Motor Yransport Battalion (Rein)

3rd Beconnaissance Battalion (Kein)

ist Amphibian Tractor Battalion {Kein)
' " LtCsl Milton L. RAPHAEL, USMC

3rd Tank Battalion (Bein)

3rd Shore Party Battalion (Rein)

o]

COMMANDING OFFICERS
Major John E. WATSON, USMC

Col The1ll H. FISHER, USMC
Col James F. McCLANAHAN, USMC
Col Oscar F. PEATROSS, USMC
$ol John E. GORMAN, USMC

Col James M. CALLENDER, USMC
LtCol Bruce A, HEFLIN, USMC
LtY1 Nicholas J. DENNIS,USMC
G.mdz; Almon C. WILSON, (MC) USN
Major Freddie J. BAKER, USMC

LtCol Koy R. VAN CLEVE, USMC
L4CoL William D. POMEROY, USMC

Major John M. DBEAN, USMC

Enclosure (1)
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Unit

HOBN

34 Marines
bth Marines
7th Marines
9th Marines
12th Marines
© 3d AT Bn

3d Engr Bn
3d ‘Med Bn

3d MT Bn

3d Recon Bn
lst Anlrac Bn
3d Tank Bn
3d-SP Bn

TOTAL -

DECLASSIFIED

AVERAGE STRENGTH DURING DECEMBER

Officers

164
131
92
135
147
217
20
36
3
17
29
34
31
27

1083

DECLASSIFIED

Enlisted

1636
3232
2165
3116
- 4040
3461
sy
976
149
32
431
950

563
22216

Enclosure (1)
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PERSONNEL AND ADMINISTRATION

(1). Casualties sustained during the month included: 65 KIA, 12 DOH,
51‘2 h'IAg 1 MIA, 17 non-battle deaths, 2 non-battle casualties, and 3

’kge

(2). 26 officers and 812 enlisted persormel were rotated to CONUS,
In addition, 7 officers and 294 enlisted personnel were transferred
as non~battle casualties to Camp Butler, Okinawa; 14 officers and 187
enlisted personnel were transferred by SR's as battle casualties.

(3). Incoming draft personnel arriving during the period totaled
16 officers and 1265 enlisted personnel.

(4). During December, 93 Purple Heart; 5 Silver Star, 29 Bronze Star
and 16 Navy Commendation Medals were presented. Additionally, 64
Purple Heart Medals were forwarded to units for presentation.

(5). 35 Commissions to Second Lieutenant from Warrant Officer and 78
Temporary appointments to First Lieutenant were received and forward-

ed to units for presentation.
POSTAL

(1). During December, the Directory Section readdressed and forwarded
1,405 pounds of letter mail and 26,489 pounds of all other classes of
mail. This was more than twice as much directory mail as was process-
ed during the preceding 30 days.

(2). ©f the 1,558,933 pounds of mail received from out-of-country,
during the month of December, 223,356 pounds represented mail generate
ed by OPERATION CHRISTMAS STAR and its satellite programs. The distrl-

- bution of this mail, in the DeNang enclave, was assumed by the III MAF

Chaplain's Sectiory, assisted by designated Division postal clerks,
Mail of this nature for the Chu Lai and Phu Bai enclaves was forward—
ed, via military postal chanmels, to Chaplains in those areas for
equitable distribution.

(3). On 3 December 1965, the 3d Marine Division received its first
shipment of parcel post mail directly from a ship instead of via Sal-
gon. No off=loading or distribution prdblems were encountered and it
wag noted that the mail was received in better condition than when re-
ceived via Saigon. This was abtiributed to less handling and less
exposure to the elements. This first shipment consisted of approxi-
mately 62,000 pounds., Information recently received from FPO SFran
indicates that the bulk of such mail will now be routed direct to Da=-
Nang and, depending on the availability of conexes, all mails for
Vietnam will be conexed prior to dispateh from CONUS. This procedure
should further decrease the amount of damage and delay previously
experienced in vransit.

'2‘.
a
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(L), In spite of limited personnel and facilities at the Chu Lai Termi-
nal Post Office, that activity received a total of 592,323 pounds of

- mail, and dispatched a total of 141,605 pounds, during the month of Decem-
ber. The direct receipt and dispatch of mails at Chu Lai considerably re-
duced the strain on the already overtaxed facilities at the Main Post
Office situated at DaNang.

(5). Considerable damege of incoming mail was noted. 7The main Divis-
jon Post Office rewrapped approximately 1,500 of these ‘parcels that were
damaged to the extent thet they could not be handled any further unless
such a service was afforded. This figure »f 1,500 does not include par=
cels that were received with minor damjge and were only temporarily re-
inforced with twing and/or tape to permit further dispatch to the add-
ressees. Although a considerable amount of parcels may have been dam-
aged as the result of mail not being conexed, it was noted that the
majority of the damaged parcels were improperly packaged prior to mailing.

(6}, The mail handling facilities throughout the command. have been
considerably improved. All unit post offices are now housed in strong-
backed tents and have been provided ampie working space which permits
the mails to be protected from the elements. The double Butler builde
ing under construction to house the main Division Post Office has
nek been completed, but due to the heavy volume of mail received dur-
ing this period- it was necessary to utilize the building for receiv-
ing and dispatehing mail during the period 16-31 December.

SPECIAL SERVICES

(1). The division stock of recreation equipmsnt and athletie clothing
improved during December, Of special note were the Christmas trees and
decorstions received and distributed throughout the division during the
period 17 - 23 December, 15,800 paperback books were issued.

(2). The present status of the 3d Marine Division ascount iss

Balance of Appropriated Funds $ 50,000,00
Balance of Non-appropriated Funds 235,000,00
Equipment Issued during Dec 1%65 15;119.00
Equipment Received during Dec 1965 6,693.00
Equipment still on order 133,000.00

(3). During December, Special Bervices processed Marines for six R&R
programs; Okinawe, Saigon, Hong Kong, Bangkok, Taiwan, and Tokyo. Tokyo
was added to the program on 22 December. Saigon R&R was cancelled twice
during the month tecause of VG activity or the possibllity of such as in
the period over the Christmas holidays. The personnel figures for R&R
participation during December are:

Okinaws. 901 personnel
Saigon 77 ¥
Hong Kong 174 "
Bangkok 368 "
Taiwan 94 "
Tokyo %% u
Total 17¢
)

ENCIOSURE (1)
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(LY. Several USO shows toured the division ynits. The names, dates,
and audience involved were:z ) : -

Martha Raye 9 = 17 Dec 2500
Hugh O'Brien 11 - 13 Dec 2500
Eddie Fisher 17 = 19 Dec 2000
Vietnamese Drams Group . 23 = 25 Dec 1000
Bob Hope = 29 Dec 9000

d. FIELD EXCHANGES

(1). A new Exchange Site was opened in the 7th Engr Bn area on 6
Dec 1965, It is situated temporarily in a hard back tent, pending
construction of & tin roofed building. Customer response has been
axcellent.

(2), The construction of a Butler Building in the Division Headquart-
ers Area was cospleted on 23 Dec 1965 and the Store was officially
opened by Brig/Gen ENGLISH on 26 Dec 1965. Customer response is ex-
cellent and the sales capacity is roughly quadruple that of the former
loeation in the III MAF area. Night operqting hours were establish-
ed by the Exchange Officer to accomodate Marines who cannot get to the
Exchange during daylight hours. \

(3). A 1962 Ford commercial van was received and will be utilized
as a Mobile Exchange.

e. INFORMATIONAL SERVICES

(1)}. Press coverage of 3rd Marine Divieion activities consisted of
117 news, feature and hometuown releases through the Combat Informa-
tion Bureau of III Marine Amphibious Force,

(2). The most significant opesrational coverage was "Opesration Har-
vest Moon." A total of thirteen reieases resulted.

(3). Other coverage during the monmth included civil affairs programs,
human interest stories, unique ineidents throughout the 3rd Marine
Division and personal experiences of Marines involved in combat opera-
ticns against the Viet Cong.

(4). During the month numerous Christmas cards and packages were re- -
ceived from individuals and eivic groups in the United States. All
cards were equally distributed among 3rd Marine Division units. A

large majority of the packages were sent to "C" Company, 3rd Medical
Battalion for distribution to the sick and wounded. ’

(5). Informational Services now has a writer assigned to every in-

fantry battalion under the operational control of the 3rd Marine
Division.

£ :
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t. BAD

(1). In keeping with the peliey of playing for all units at least
once each month, the band presented Christmas concerts throughout the
command. In conjunction with the Civic Action program, concerts were
given at various Vietnamess orphanages and schools.

(2). A program is underway to organize a Drum and Bugle Corps and a
Variety Show, Progress is slow due to non availability of rehearsal
time for the individuals eoncerned,

7y
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INTELLIGENCE

SECRET

A
%»  SIGNIFICART. BVERTS

a. Operation HARVEST MOON, QUANG TIN-QUANG NAM Provinces, I/(*:].‘Zg
Republig of Vietnam, 820 December 1965. Operstion HARVEST MOON was a
ecordineted USMG-ARVN ground cperatien lawnagbed te seek cut and desiroy
Viet Cong elements in-the vicinity of QUE SON-VIET AN. It was also plan-
ned as a speiling attack since numercus reports had been recelved that
the Viet Cong plamned o attack QUE SON Distrist Headquarters. In addi-
tion to lozal forces and gusrrillas, Viet Cong units in the area were
estimated to be the 1st Viet Cong Regiment, the 7Oth Main Forse Battaliom,
the (U IUNG Battalion, a possible 49th Battalion, and a possible unidenti-
fied battalion west of QUE SON Distriot Headguarters.

2. NEW IEVELOFMENTS

8. General, The latter half of December was characierized by a
marksd insrease in Viet Cong strength througnomt the I/"TZ. Friendly
forses are fased with more Viet Cong and PAVN forces tham at any pre-
vious time. The enemy has demonstrated a willingness to wngage ARVN
forces during daylight as well as a willingness to engage aircrafi with
small arms and anti-aircraft fire. The Viet Cong scntinued to rely on
smbushes and exhilrited a marked improvement im the quantity and quality
of their weapms and the employment thereof’.

We PAVN Infiitration in Iggzo Operaticn HARVRST MOON resulted in
the eonfirmation of one PAVN AA batta’ion in QUARG TIN provinge; provided
further svidence of large-scale PAVR infilsration and of the resiructurin
of Viet Cong and PAVN forces in I/CTZs and gave an insight into Viet Cong7
VN plaps in I/GTZ.

{1) Captured documerts and the statements of PAVN captives and
ralliers confirm the presence of the 195th (also kacun as the 519th) AA
Battalion in the QUE SON-VIET AN area. This wait was formed im North
Vietnam fra slements of the 308th PAVN Divisicn omn or about April 1965.
It infiltrated the Rspublic of Vietnam in late Ssptember and arrived in
the QUE SON-VIET AN area on approximately 20 Ostuber. In November, the
195th supported elements of the 18t Viet Cong Regiment in an attack on
HIEP DUC District Headquarters. It is believed this unit suffered 50%,

and possisly as high as 75% casusléies durimg Operation HARVEST MOON.

ENCLOSURE (1)
8 SECRET
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UPERATIONS

1. Monsoon weather conditions continued during December to restrict cross
country movement and air opsrations, Despite these adverse weather condi~-
tions, Division units conducted a total of 9,698 offensive operations to

gain contact with VC elements. 510 contacts were gade Withe Vs e

: diiSHig Lhe month,

2. In addition to launching offensive actions, the Division continued to
provide defensive protection to vital installations in the DaNang, Chu
Lai and Hue Phu Bai enclaves, No significant actions were initiated by
the VC against these installations during the month.

3., Opsrations continued to be characterized by emall unit actions. 6,696 of
the 9,698 offensive actions were conducted by platoon or smaller size units
as is shown in the following table:

SLE PATRUIS AMBUSHES TOTALS
Fire Team 703 599 . 1,302
Squad 2,156 2,308 : L L6l
Platoon 210 —L80 330
Total 3,569 3,127 6,696

4, Under the FMFPAC BLT Rotation program, 2d Bn, 1st Mar replaced 3d Bn,
4th Mar in the Hue Phu Bai TAOR on 25 December,

5, Division units suspended offensive operations during the Christmas
cesse firae 24-25 Decerber, though twenty contasts were made with ¥C forces
during the no fire period.

6. Two significant company sized operations during the month resulted in
heavy YC losses. On 5 Dscember Co C, lst Bn, 7th Mar on & search and des-
troy operation in IUET DIEM (BT 654039) mads contact with 70 VC. The VO
suffared 30 killed, 14 wounded, 6 VC were captursd and 3 weapons seized.
While protecting a downed helicopter in the vicinity of (B 796412) Co E,
2d Bn, 4th Mar, killed 17 VG and captured 7 weapons, It was estimated an
additional 20 ¥C were killed in this actiom.

-

BNCLOSURE (1)
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SPECIAL OFSRATICNS

SECRET

1. In early December Task Force Dalia was activated under the command
of Brigadier General M. U. HENDERSON for the purpose of condusting a
search and destroy operation in coordination and conjunction with ele-
ments of the 2d ARVN Vivision in the JE SON.VIET AN _HIRUP DUC valley
complex, This operation, named HARVEST MOON, commsnced at 0600 on

8 December and was terminated at 2130 on 20 Vecember, On 10 December,
Brigadier General PLATT succeeded Brigadier CGeneral HENDERSON as the

Task force Commander,

2. Task Force D21ta with three infantry battalions supported by combat
support and service elements inflicted severe losses on elemenis of the
1st VC Regiment, local force guerrillas and the 919th AA Battalion
(PAVN), which had been recently infiltrated into the HARVEST MOON object-
ive area., Friendly and enemy losses during the period are shown in the
following tables:

a. Fr%emﬂ;g Total
(1) KIA L4y

(2) LOW 6
(3) MIA 1
(4) Non Battle Ueath 1
{5) WIA B 265 *

* As of 29 December 112 WIA hagd ben welurasd Lé-ddbys

b. Imemy
(1) KIA CURFTRMED FOSIBLE
Normal Forces L 327
Marine Air 69 ' 284
340 il UNK

(2) WIA: Estimated 100
u"uu"wwruuwumug 3“?"‘”?8(}: ) 33 :\’AL', }? AVN }
{4) VCo: 271
‘5‘ Ralliers: 3 {2 PAVN)

3, In addition to infliecting heavy parsornel losses on VC forces, HARVEST
MOUN resulted in the destruction of a large enemy supply installation as
well as heavy losses in VG supplies and equipment. 107 enemy weapons were
captured,

4, During HARVEST MOON B.52 strikes were employed for the first time by
Marine units in support of tactiesl ground operations., Two of the four
strikes delivered were exploited by fask Forca Delta ground forces. The
Task Foree Commander reported that, "the bombs were dropped where they
were supposed to be dropped, when they were supposed to be dropped and
with excellent area coverage.”

ENCLOSURE (1)
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SECHET

5, Highway 1 was extensively used south from YaNang and north from Chu
Lai guring HARVEST MOON by troops, artillery and supply convoys. Four
cHNFOys were conducted over the highway during the period 9-20 December
without serious opposition by the ¥C,

ENCLOSURE (1)
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TRAINING HIGHLIGHIS

I. GENERAL

A, Intra=Rotatiom of BLI'as, WEST FAC =

1, The following schoolsjcoarses are made available on an as
-« haets to BLT's wpon thelr arrival - OKINAWA:

{8} -Pield -Ragie Operafor -
(») field Wireman
{c) Motor Vehicle Operator-
{d) Besic Imfaniry Wezpons Repalr
{e) NBCD (Memitor and-Survey amd Dscon Teams)
f) Vietnamese-Languags
{g) Embsrkatiom
2. The following unit training will be conducted:
{s) Land Mime Warfare
(o) Counter-Guerrilla Warfare
{+} Jungie Lanes Firex
‘o) Weapons Familiarization Firing

{¢) LFT0 Watsrproofing egurses for vehicle and comm-clect
items {am the schocl is avallsble),

B. Non-Robtational Umits, The followimg school quotas wers requested
for Divigion Units rot under the purview of the Intra-Rotational
BLF, WEST PAC system,

COURSE INWT  LOCATICN BASIS
Infantry Weapons Repair . Okinawa Monthly
Army Language Course 5 Okinawa Monthly.
{Vietnamess) SC A
Embarkation 18 Officers Okimaws Monthly

18 Enlisted

ENCLOSURE (1)
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COURSE INPUT  LOCATION BASIS

Castodian Registered 2 Yokasuka,Japan " Monthly

Pablications Course .

. Civil Affairs Courss L Saigon, RVN Monthly

11,

III,

Iv,

A

B,

C.

TRA-DIVISIOR TRATNING :: = v - .o, oo

:vtnggf “fhe Pivst Amphibian Nowitger Platoon completed required
%%E“ﬁfﬁ . Dmployment will be curtailed until eritical supply
{tems are r§¢eiv¢d.‘ '

250 _Cal, Machine Gun, During the period 5.16 December 1965, a
live firing Anti-Airecraft .50 Cal. Machine Gum course was con-
dycted with the following accumplished: T )

1. Three-instraction and live fire periods for each student.’

2. Firing was conducted primarily from the Aerial Mouni - M3,
with motor transport units receiving emphasis in firing from
the Vehicle Mount - M35A1,

3. Each student fired 200 rounds at drone aircraft.

4, ' total of 505 students fromw each enclave received instructions.

5. “ total of eighteen crons aircraft were shot down,

Spipar Tegh. The Division Siiper Team continued to provids both

initial and refresher training for Division units. A1l infantry

battalions have been trained with the exception of the 2d Bn,

lst Marines, and the 3d Bn, 3d Marines,

Engineer Battalion Schools. A Division Bulletin was drafted and

appraved setting forth imstructions for ihe conduct of a Land Mine/VC
Booby Trap School, -

SPECTALIST COUBSES. Thres Division Officers attended the five day

U. S. Army Advisors/Civil Affairs Course ia Ssigom, RVN.

INSPECTIONS. A Commanding Gensral, Flsei Marims Force, Pacifie
Material Maintenance Inspsctior Team conducted & Hrainimg inspection

for selected Diwisiom Units.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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CONFIDENTTIAL

LY
LOGISTICS

1. Significant Events

8. The Division Ordnance Officer attended the FMFPac
Ammunition Pipeline Conference held on Okinawa during the

period 7-9 December 1965,

b. A conference was held amongst interested parties on
Nuclear Weapons Training on 27 December 1965,

c, Five 155MM gun tubes were received and installed.

d. Brake lining and wheel cylinder repair kits for all types
of wheeled vehicles have become available at the FLSG, A
quantity of these have been shipped to the FLSU's at Chu Lai
and Phu Bai,

e. The Direct Exchange Program at FLSG is in operation.
Such items as brake shoes, wheel cylinders and water pumps may
now be directly exchanged. '

, f. Fulfillment of motor transport requirements for Operation
Harvest Moon was very satisfactory considering the high deadline
rate of the Division cargo carrying vehicles.

€. The 3d Engineer Battalion has pre-cut timber for
bunker kits and these are being provided to unite with
engineer personnel assisting in the emplacements. The follow-

ing is a recapitulation of bunkers to date:
i

SIZE NUMBER CUT  NUMBER ISSUED  READY FOR ISSUE
207x30x8° 25 23 2
127x24°'x8° I6 1l 32

87x24x8"* 11 1 10
8¥x 8'x8° 59 3b 25
TOTAL 141 w72 69

h., During the month of December the number of RED BALL
items increased to such a number that it became necessary to
refine the criteria for placing an item on RED BALL. Presently,
in order to place an item on RED BALL it must be a repair part
for equipment, the loss of which would put the unit in a REDOPS
Combat Readiness Category 3 or 4. At this time the number of line
items on RED BALL is 80,

14
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CONFIDENTIAL

;. CRITIPAKS wers received during the period 16-23 December
and have produced varying degrees of success. Listings were
submitted for deletions and additions for the January pack. As
a result of the November CRITIPAK, 51 end items wers removed from
deadline during the month.

J. Thirty indigenous boats wers procured from local manu-
facture in Danang. Subject boats {mads of local materials) are
13 feet long and 3% feet wids, Distribution was as follows
(for evaluations)

15 - 9th Marines

3 3rd Marines

4th Marines
7t¢h Marines

N,
g 8 0 4

o

TOTAL 30

2., New Developments

a. Plans ars being formulated at the FMFPac/CHC level to
equip all infantry units of the Division with the M-16 rifle,
Rsdeye and GOMM Mortar.

b. On 22 December 1965, 12 M-76 Otters were shipped to
Chu Lai., Two of these Otters were for lst Marine Aircraft
Wing units in that enclave to- be used as gcrash rscovery
vehicles. The remaining 10 Otters wers assigned tc Company
uG¥  3d Mctor Transport Battalion for operations. The 21 Otters
in the Danang enclave have been effectively utilized as resupply
yehicles for forward units when road conditions prohibited the
use of whesled vehicles.

3. Problem Areas

a. The controlled interchange of parts for limited amounts
of engineer squipwent is continuing as these partg are not being
received through supply channels.

b, Factory representatives f{rom DROTT and INTERNATIONAL
HARVESTER are working with Division units to determine causes
of TD-15 mechanical failures.

Pl
(8
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COMBAT AIR SUPPCORT Do
DECEMBER 1965 -

1o Significant Evenls

2, Opersation HARVEST MOON gommenssd on § December with the 1lift of two
battalions into the TAOR, Extensive 1Z preparation by 24 F=i and A=) air-
eraft resulted in 3/3 and 2/7 being larded virtually unopposed, An additional
56 fixed.wing strike sorties were flown on the first day of the operation
between 0830 and 1800, The night of the 9th and early morning of the 10th saw
ASRT controlled F-4B's drop 18 tons of bambs on selected targets while MAG-16
and MAG-36 helicopters provided around the clock resupply and Med-Evac,

b, Air Operations were controlled from a KC-130 airborne Direct Air Sup-
port Center from IL-hour minus one until D-day plus two at which time the Tesk
Force Delta DASC was established at Que Sonm, A helicopter control team was
set up at the logisties Support Area by MAG-16 Operations to control helicopters
in and out of the LSA whiech also served as a helicopter staging area, Alrcraft
fuel was available at the ISA on D42 to facilitate rapid servicing and mini-
mize turn-around times, CH-37's provided heavy lift eapability by trensporting
batteries of "stripped® 105mm howitzers into the objective area, Also sup-
porting the artillery were KC-130ts which air dropped 90,000 pounds of 105mm
cand 155mm asmunition. '

&, Although the majority of air operations were econducted in an environ-
ment of marginal weather, mountailnous terrain, and enemy fire, both rotary
and fixed-wing airecraft were empleyed suceessfully. When WHARVEST MOON" came
to a elose, the First Marins Air Wing aceounted for 710 fixed-wing and 3,262
helieopter hours in support of the operation, T——

2,

w

3 o E.mbl,;_.a!_l _A;easo

New Dsvelopments, None during this period,

a, As weather improves and the tempo of operation inereases, it becomes
svident that an insufficient number sf helieopters are available to support
. sonpd gen by t ,actisal situatlon cently there has been -
. ¢ atio ity Tor Tixed-wing obser-~

vation aiveraft or grsater UHIE availabiiivy,

b, Marking of heli-landing sites, especially during periods of darkness
and poor visibility leaves room for improvement, In addition to more ef-
festive utilimation of panels and smoke, it ims recommended ground units be
equipped with aviator-type strobe lights for night operations, When used
properly, these lights are highly visible and do not adversely affect the
pilots' night viaion,

3%
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1, Significant Eventsg:

a, Liaison was effected at request of the Northern Sector of
QJANG NAM Special Sector regarding defensive fires for areas of
ARVN responsibility, Lists were prepared and delivered on 20
December 1965,

b, QUANG NAM Southern Sector was notified of a forward observer
school to be conducted at PHU BAI, Arrangements were made for 10
ARVN personnel to attend a three week session of this school.

c¢. During the reporting period artillery support of ARVN units
within the TAOR increased considerably. Numerous observed missions
were called on VC concentrations several ef which produced confirmed
VC KIAs, In addition, unobserved fires on reported VC positions
and H&I fires have been delivered.

d. Communications with both the Northern and Southern QUANG NAM
sectors have been good, although contact with HOI AN has been
cumbersome at times,

2. New Developments: QUANG NAM Special Sector established a blanket
policy that all H&I fires will be fired beiween the hours 2100-0500,
This was done to have a standardized curfew poliecy in both the
Northern and Southern sector,

3. Problem Areas: The southward extension of the Division TACR
created a few problems in the coordination and delivery of support-
ing fires within the 9th Marines sector. The new portion of the
TAOR now encompasses ARVN and PF units operating in the vicinity

of Highway 14, A Fire Coordination Line (FCL), utilizing the old
TAOR, was established with the Southern Sector (HOI AN) but was

not recognlzed by the 9th Marines., This problem should be resolved
during the next reporting peried to the satisfaction of all parties
concerned, ,

17  ENCLOSURE (1)
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COMMUNI CATION..ELECTRONI GS

a., SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

(1) Considerable guidance was directed toward communication-
electronic equipment preventative maintenance and repair through-
out the Division, A concerted effort was made to upgrade the
quality of preventiv®  maintenance thereby reducing the frequency
of equipment failures, and the restoration of thorough operator
care of equipment was emphasised to enhance the combat readiness
of communication equipment,

(2) The receipt of the Radio Set AN/PRC.25 prior to and
during Operation HARVEST MOON was most timely and materially
assisted those units participating in the Operation in main-
taining tactiecal communications under adverse weather conditions,
The Radic Set from first use appears to be rugged enough for the
tasks to which assigned and battery life of the BA 386 is consid-
ered exceptional (40 to 90 hours service life while in use),

(3) The Division established a Military Affiliate Radio
System (MARS) station (station call: NOEFA) and commenced operation
on 25 December from Ward 2, Division Field Hospital, This facility
provides radio "phone patch" service for Division personnel from
RVN to CONUS West Coast and thence commerieal toll land-line to
their respective residence telephone. It is an excellent morale
feature for the Division, and approximately 15 telephone calls a
day are completed, provided radio propagation is favorable. Add-
itionally, radiograms are transmitted and received for personnel
of the Division. '

b, PROBLEM AREAS

{1) Repair parts support for commnication-electronic equip-
ment remains essentially marginal., Requisitioned components and
accessories are not being received in the quantities required to
maintain the communication-electronie material posture of this
Division at the optimum level.

(2) The lack of available serviceable Batteries BB-451 and
components thereof severely limits the émplosient of thcitcdl
Radio Sets AN/PRC.41/-47, Efforts are being made to resolve this
most serious problem through the use of CG FMFPac "RED BALL"
program and recommendation by this Division to CMC for increased

RNCLOSURE (1)
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allocation of 4 batteries per set vice the present 3, Additionally,
a field modification for restoring the terminal posts in these
batteries by the use of a wocden dowel was instituted by a unit.
This modification is the subject of separate correspondence to CMC,
Operation HARVEST MOON bore out again the difficulty of maintaining
a sufficient mumber of these batteries in a "charge" status and the
ability of placing the recharged batteries in the hands of the
tactical units when required at eritically combat committed times.
41] availsble assets of this battery were taken from units not
engaged in the Operation in order to maintain required comm -
unicstions with Radio Sets AN/PRC.AL and -47.

(3) There has been no change in the commnieation officer
status during this period. Essentially, this Division Reina
forced has a total deficiency of 14 officers MOS 2502,

e
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DIVISION SURGEON

I, Staff Officers:
a. Division Surgeon: Capt. H. S, ARNOLD, MC USK.

b. Division Medical Administrative Officer: LCDR K. HYPES, JR,
MSC USN, *

IT. Average monthly strength during the period (Division level)

-

Medical Officers: 64
Medical Service Corps Officers: 13
Hospital Corpsman: 1,278

III. Enlisted medical department personnel manning level is currently
above T/O. However, EPDOPAC has put a levy on the Division for 70
E.3/E-4 hospital corpsman for transfer to the U, 5. Naval Hospitals
at Yokosuka and Guam, This move will put the Division slightly below
T/0 for HM's but will not deter from the medical mission,

IV, Medical and Dental Supports During the report period authoriza-
tion was received for the establishment of 15 clinical laboratories

at selected Battalion Aid Stations, Those selected have been notified
and requisitions have been submitted for the authorized supplies and
equipment, These facilitles are not T/E or organic in a usual
Division,
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1. G-5 Staff Section, Civil Affairs/Civic Action..
2. Period Covered. 1-31 December 1965
3. 3Jection on_on anrd Strength . : Co

o
el

No. of personnel [SMC USN RANK)GRADE MOg
Officer = = |

1 . Major. 0302
Enlisted’ 1 88gt - 0369
1 . LCpl . oil -
- 1. LCpl . .3051 .
t oA, Iepl e oCI6 0

Lo General

Durmg this reportmg penod t}:xe redesz.gnatmn of
DlVISlon Civil Affairs from a special staff section to a
general staff section G-5 was effecteds . The 8ivil Affairs
Jfficer was redesignated as Assistanb: Chief of Staff G-5
effective 15 Decamber 1965,

b. Papers published by this section and Civic Action daily
situation reports submitted during this reportlng perlod are
3nclosed as follows: _ L
(1) Division.Civil Affaxrs Newsletter #3
2) Annex H {Civil Affairs) to Operation Order 1-65
3) Units Civic Action SITREPs

5« GCivic Action

a. Objective

(1) The basic objective of the 3rd Marine Division
Tivie Action program continues to funection under the provisions
of Force Order 1750.1 which attempts to enhance distressed
areas, stren%then the popular appeal of the government in the -
cves of gthe Vietnamese people and to improve the image of the.
Republic Vletnam Armed Forces [RVAF).

oy Lo : ; T

b. Hggh;;ghy

(1) The "Marble Mountain Campaign” pacification efforts
continues with some encouraging results, however, far from
achdevdng: its goal of securing the nine village bomplex. The
most encouraging aspect was based on the progress in
establishing hamlet and village councils. Thls is the first.
step in self governmeht.. .- , A
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(2) Operation M"Harvest Moon"

(a) Civic Action support for operation "Harvest -
Moon" was provided by the distribution of commodities,
primarily "Hamdclasp™, MEDCAP supplies and the utilization of
Piasters for financial settlement of small damage claims. It
is becoming evident from past experience and the experience
of this operation, that Civic 4ction must be included in the
future planning of tactical operations. Civic Action areas
of prime importance are those dealing with population control,
collection points, medical care, commodity distribution and
Psy-War.

The following Civic Action commodities were utilized in support

of Operation "Harvest Moon": ' L
vlankets, 3 bales (150 blamkets)

hand soap, 3500 bars ;

candy, 24 cases (Mason's candies donated by the lst Marine

Division Association)

vitamins, 100 bottles

MEDCAP supplies

10,000 Piasters

{1 addition to the above Civic Action commodities, the
following ™We Care" itéms were distributed to the Marines:

Shaving Kits 720
Shaving Cream 720 cans

(3) Cam Ne Yen Ne New Life Hamlet

(a) Plans for the relocation of 383 families
-urrently living in the Cam Ne Yen Ne hamlets continue to be
seveloped. Assistance in leveling of the proposed site
!985675) has been the only formal request received by the
“ivision from the Hoa Vang District construction ghairman.

Tondlddravion 1s bedng givéin to thekdddw of allowing:thérabove
families to remain in their present location and reconstruct

Eﬁ%f icially by the USOM Province Representative of Quang Nam
Province and the District Chief ¢f Hoa Vang District, the
construction chairman. Because of the repairs being effected
by the families to the existing structures, the lesser cost
involved in repairing vice rélocating and having good tillable
soil in the present area vice untillable 801l in the new site,
are the primary considerations for this new line of thinking.

22 ENCIOSURE (1)
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¢. Erograms

(1) Operation Cleft PR, /Hars Lip

(a) Operation "Cleft Palate/Hare’ Lip" continues to
assist a limited number of Vietnamese children. Jnc operation
was donducted during this geriod in Saigon. Arrangements made
by Civil Affairs Officerhc Lth Marines.

(2) MEDCAP

(a) MEDCAP continues to provide a high psychological
impact upon the Vietnameags ople. During this period the
Divisioa Aid Stations and AP Medical Teams treated a total
of 51,337 civilians, The medical highlight of the month was
the collection of $32.00 for the transportation of a cancer
victim to Saigon. Headquarters Battalion MEDCAP Team while
conducting novmal Civic Action medical care, saw the patient
and with no hope or resources for admittance to the cancer
hospital, made 1t possible through donations both from Marines
and the Vietnamese to send this cancer victim to the Popular
tdospital in Saigon.

(3) DENCAP

(a) Dental care to the Vietnamese continues to be
well received. During this pericd the 3rd Dental Gompany
treated 1,290 civilians with a total of 2,512 procedures. Total
teeth extracted during this period was 983. The series of
cental lectures given to Hue Medical School continues.

(4) Handélasg

(a) Handclasp commodities received this month was
sreatly augmented by the private individual donations, with
otal tonnage exceeding 25 tons for the month. In addition,
-ecent shipment of playground equipment from Commanding
-reneral, Marine Corps Supply Center Barstow, arrived. This
-quipment will be distributed during Jan/Feb 1966 to rural
t:chools. It is antieipated that much of the private donations
. ¢lothing, foodstuffs and other household items shipped for
shristmas distribution will continue to arrive through late
January and early February,

(5) Soap

“(a) Holiday Inn MotelfHotel organization contributed
6000 bars of soap which represents the first increment of a
million bars being donated in support of the Division Civic
Action program. Response to the "CMC scap c:lr'ive"‘7
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and other requests initiated by Marines continue to provide
soap inpat. The hignlight of the month for soap contrioutvions
was a doration of 18,000 bars of hand socap which was collected
as a resu.t of a newspaper story written by Marguerite Higgins A
on Civic A~tion in the Chu-Lai area. Division distributed i

50,808 bvars of soap throughow™® this period to subordinate

commands anc »>f this quanity 27,869 bars were distributed to

the Vietnamess,

(6) Ez.dstuff

" {a} Limited foodstuffs were introduced into the
Civie Action program during this period. First Marine Division
Associatiandderet ddseeveril. tonscSMMaesAS s ansity , 05 ™
Division receivad and distributed 85 cases., Addifional
distribution of -his candy will continue through Jan/Feb.,
Mther donations tonsisted of Raisins (25 cases), cookies,
n~uts, candy, chewing gum and assorted can goods.

(7) CaA-Bo

(a) “zre commodities received this mont. are as
“ollows: 35 physical education kits; 30 midwifery replacement
lits; 8 midwifery kits; and 475 sewing kits. During this
veriod 6 care recuisitions were submitted.

(38) Clotl.ing/Blankets/Toys

(a) Inlividual private donations of 68 boxes of
.lothing; 4 bales sf CRS blankets; and a multitude of toys
from many private sources were utilized and distributed to the
vietnamese.

(9) Foreir: Claims

(a) 4 sotal of 14 claims were submitted to
ivision Foreiga (Glaims for prosesding on behalf of the
*etnamese civiliers and of these 9 were forwarded to Salgon,
" here were no sett ements for pending claims during this reriod
2xce%t for several :laims paid oif during operation "Harvcst
b.'.".f)on . '

(10) Schools and Education
 tomn s

ai Corcinued emphasis is being placed upon schools
and education thrc:zh out all three enclaves. One of the most
significant contributions is the teaching of English by Marine
personnel,

oy
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English is belng taught b{ Marines at the followin% locationsgh
5518085; {52508 ; (515114) (519091) (500066) (9956 5&2‘ (884767)
946697) (901819). In addition arrangements by 3rd Shore
Party Battalion were just completed to commerice teaching
English in 4 primary schools in the Hoa Phat/Hoa Tho village
complex. :

{b) 3rd Recon Battalion is assisting the Hoa Vang
Distriot High Scheol (013724) in the establishment of & fural
library which will provide service to students of bsth Hoa
Vang and Hieu Duc Districts. Books and related materials will
be forthcaming from the "Iva Mann Junior High School” in
Tacoma, Washington. Major Dwain Colby, Operations Offiger from
3rd Redon Battalionwwaglialetmeentalts, ~ o e o000 Uho St
UeS. text book for the start of this library. The associated
student body of "Iva Mann Jr. High", through correspondence
with Major Colby is supporting this program as a joint school
e2fort by sending old U.S. text books,.

(c) Other Vietnmamege schools support‘continue to
sae Phong Le Bac {001716); Hoa Phat Buddhist (988765); Hoa
?high<(?4970h); and the new addition of the Hoa Cam school
7870314 . -

(&) Contact with the Vietnamese-American association
VAA) in Da Nang, has promised iiatnamese :taxtes sand :nosels ¥or
sistribution to the rural schools, .

. {e) Attendance at the MAC-V/USOM Advisory school
"1 Saigon included Civil Affairs Officers from the 3rd Antie
“ank Battalion, 3rd Marines, and the 12th Marines. School was
onducted during the period 13-17 December.

-(£) Civil,ﬁffairsfSeminar was cpndué;gd for the
_fficers and Staff NCO's of the 3rd Battalion, 9th Marines.
Lsciission centered on "khy Civic Actien®.
d. Community Relations

£1) General

{a) Vietnamese/Marine Corps relationships wonitilavee
50 improve., Examples of this improvement are e¥ident by the
following?! Jluncheomn given~in honor of the 3rd Shore Party
3attalion Surgeon, for hig MEDCAP activity in suppert of school
children ia the hoe Yenm Bistrict area;’’ '
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the Marine Corps assistanc¢e requested by the Buidhist leaders
of Chu=-Lai to fly a 3C0 1lbs Buddha frow” Da'Nangrwhigh- further
indicated that the Bulihist/Marine relationships continue to
improve; and the deliverance of Christmas cards by the many
Vietnamese officials aad local citizens during Chr’stmas week.
This response certainly is attributed to contacts r.ade
tarough Civie action primarily.

(2) Sanitation and Health

(a) 3rd Battalion, hth Marines constructed 2 boilets
for public use in the village of Thuy Tan (9101493).

{(3) Holidays

(a) Christmas was highlighted throughoutizaLl>
"ACR's by unit Christmar Parties. Gifts of candy, clothing,
11)¥S and blankets were cistributed to several thousand children
in 14 separate parties. Parties of special significance were:
tine Hoa Vang District (013724) Veterans Association Christmas
“arty, hosted by the district veterans and assisted by Division,
-0 the widows and orphans of ARVN ex-servicemen; and the lst
-2ph. Tractor Battalion Christmas party with its decorated
~actor, provided several hundred gifts to the children of the
“.. Nang Sampan communiy (041753). ‘

(b) Division Band participated throughowecthe:
sntire period in supportiof the Civic Action effort. PRrograms
oresented were as follows: Conducted condert in conjunction
wlth distribution of care commodities at the An Hai school
_.48769); conducted "People to People" concert at the "Market

ace™ in Tuy Loan #1 (943701); partiecipated in the Hoa Vang
Astrict Veterans Christmas Party and ceremony {013724); and

. nducted Christmas concerts at other Division units in
.njunction with parties for the Vietnamese children at both
e Da Nang and Chu-Lai enclaves. The Division Band continues
» highlight all activities in whieh it is involved and is an
tget to the overall Civil Affairs Program.

e. Ircjects
(1) Playgrovads

(a) Plavground equipment was recéived late in
i:cemberr from the Commanding General Marine Corps Supply Center
3arstov. This equipment will be distributed to outlying rural
school. in January 1966. Playground equipment is highly
receptive by the children., 3rd Engineer Battalion constructed
playground equipment for the Da Son school (961765); 3rd Anti
Tank Battalion continues work on the An Hai playground (048769).

ENCLOSURE (1)
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,(g) Bridges

(a) lst Battalion, 4th Marines completed work on'a
brldge at Ryn# VLllage (517111). . :

(3) Roads/Fence[Structures

"

(a) 3rd Battallon, Lth Maraines constructed and .

ingtdlled 2 gates for a fence line going inté the village of
Thuy Luong {912118), ,

(b) 1st Battalion, A4th Marines constructed roof
top for school house located at Khung Long (469070).

(c) ‘4th Battalion, 12th Marines prov1ded lumber
and assistance to the hamlets of Diem Tru, Di’ Bang and Phan
Tong for the construction of rice storage bins (861161).

(L) Irrlgatlon/Wells

ta) USOM provided 20 sacks of cement to lst Battallon,
_gt Marlnes for constructlon of a well located at, Thach Nhan -

355715).

{5) 8011/Agr1culture

“(a) USOM Represeﬁtatlve dlstributed garden seed
packets to the people of Ky Ha village through the Civiec Action
sssistance rendered by lst Battalion, 4th Marines. '

- (6) Sick Call Shelters

(a) 3rd Tank Battalion constructed a sick call
'21id station) shelte. at the Phong Bac/Hoa Tho school (001716).

 (b) 1st Battalion, lst Marinés constructed a sick
“111 shelter in the hamlet of Thach Nhan (955735).

(7) Government

. {(a) Civic Actlon ‘efforts continue to emphasize
the importance of local and national Vietnamese government,
Tvidence of government respon31veness is ‘conspicuous by its
abisence in the rural hamlets ‘and villages. This condition
2xists§ pﬂimarlly,haﬂauae:ﬂfainaﬁﬁfmaiamtammmm&h@yain thﬁse
watlying areass.

%
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f. General Analysis

Time and experience thus far obtained from Civic Action
indicates that the Division Civiec Action programs and projects
should continue to be directed toward the rural populated
areas for the purpose of effecting maximum impact and contact.
This direction is considered essential at this point in the
Civie Action effort. Hopefully, after considerable exposure
5 the Marines assisting with MEDCAP, DENCAP. commodity
iistribution, projects and social contacts, the Civic Action
impact areas will become vulnerable and susceptible to
GVN/ARVN Psy-War and general pacification. .

The only experience being obtained ubich-gah:be:telatedotonrthe
direction proposed above is the "Marble Mountain Pacification
Campaign". The pacification campaign is being conducted by
:1e ARVN 59th Regional Force Battalion, People Action Teams,
snd other Pacification Cadres. Progress has been extremely
slow in spite of the fact that Division Civic Actlon programs
-yere prevalent throughoutt this area for 2 months prior to the
'+VN/ARVN padification effort and therefore the results of

‘1ig pacification effort should show more productivity. This
low progress can be attributed to either a premature .

- scification effort or insufficient 6ivic Action impact., This
- pservation is derived from reports and discussions with the
".ieu Bong pacification headquarters. Whereas if “thid :samee
srea could have had an extended Divi sion Civic Action impact
shich is presently being applied in other areas such as the
.3t Battalion, lst Marines, etc., the extent of progress may
~ave been accelerated in the Marble Mountain Campaign.

.aerefore, it appears that the Civic Action impact described

"1 the Recap of Daily SITREPs, if applied to an area for 5 to 6
+mths prior to pacification efforts, that the pacification

.2d securing of the area may be accelerated and achieve a
speater degree of success. The mission of the Third Division
.vic Action, of instilling in the populace of Vietnam
~snfidence in their duly constituted government, and to gain

1e confidence and cooperation of the Vietnamese people
~3siding in its TAOR's is further expanded to include Civie
’ation as the forerunner requisite for general pacification and
sacuring of rural populated areas. It is concluded that a
iefinite relationship existshbbetweenrpacificatiion. pregresszadnd
Jivic Action impact, therefore, while additional experience 1is
naing obtained, Division Civic Action will -continue to be
directed to achieve maximum impact and contact with the
civilian population.
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g. Monthly Recap of Civic Aetion

Medical Assigkance

No. female adults assisted.
No. male adults assisted
No. children under 18 assisted
Total persons assisted
Dental Assistance

No. of examinations

No. of extractions

Noe. of fillings

Total persons assisted
Personal Assistance

No, pounds food distributed

No. persons reeceiving food

No. pounds clothing distributed
No. persons receiving clothing
No. bars soap distributed

No. persons receiving soap
Evacuation Assistance

No. adults evacuated medically
No. children under 18 evacuated medically
No. adults evacuated operationally

No. children evacuated operationally
Contacts with local personnel

No. initial contacts
No. follow-up contactsy

29
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8,862
6,798

35,677
51,337

1,08
983
245
1,290

12,813
13,127
11,166
9,034

27,869
23,734

83

72
13

1,685
3,108
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iy Operat Orders I in Dec 196

i+ Amnex A (Intelligence) to Operation Plan 35465 (LONG LANCE)

wa$'0peration Plan 354~65
-2 Operation Plan 355-65

“5 ‘Operation Flan 356-65

<r-Operation Order 358-65 [S&C 286 448]

0TE:  Change
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to OpOrder 353-65 f£/w 3d Mar Division C/Chronology, November 1965
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T e Qo ¢ LANML &
- 3d Mar Div e A

OV H il
Copy. __!__oi‘ ‘opies
3d Marine Division (Rein), FMF
DA NANG, RVN

1812002 Dec 1965
Ser. No. 00170-55

SECRET
Operation Plan 354-65

Ref: (a) Maps: AMS Series; L701, Sheets 6558 I & II and 6658 III & IV
(b) Div Op 0 34365 .

Time Zone: Hotel

Task Organization

i Marine Division (Rein) Mien WALT
3 Marines Col FISHER
9th Marines . Col GORMAN
12th Marines Col CALLENDER
3d Rscon Bn . LtCol VAN CLEVE

1. SITUATION
a. Enemy Forges. Annex A (Intelligence)
(1) ISU}irsras issued.
b. Friendly Forcas. Reference (E)

. At ts_and Detachm . Effective on order,

5. fasmptions, Thet the enemy situstion doss ot mubstantislly chinge from
rurrent estimates. -

2, MISSION. Commencing M~Hour, D-Day, 3d Mar Div conducts search and destroy
operation in the southwest comner of the DA NANG TAOR; finds, fixes, and destroys
enemy forces in area in order to reduce Viet Cong potential for harassment ahd/or
gttack in DA NANG TAOR.

3., EXECUTION

s Goncapt, of Opsretion

(1) In coordination with ARVN forces operating south of the Song VU GIA
and supported by the lst MAW, Third Marine Division at L-Hour, on
D-Day will land a heliborne blocking force vic NONG LAM (2) (AT 8356)
to eccupy high ground and prevent enemy exit to west; commencing at
M-Howr, DDay attack from LOD on axis of 3d Marines MSR, search and
destroy enemy forces, and link up with heliborne force: continue search
ard destroy operation to HA NHA (2) (AT 7954); counter march, conduct
return movement to LOD. Deception plan and secrecy of intentions

DEC?251965 N
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considered essential to operation., Estimated duration of operation
is three days. Annex B (Operation Overlay).

3 -Marines

(1) Commencing at L-Hour on D.Day land heliborne blocking force to prevent
enemy exit to the westi,

(2) Commencing at M-Hour, D-Day, conduct search and destroy operation
along axis 3d Marines MSR and Route 14 to southwest corner DA NANG TAOR,
Annex B (Operation Overlay).

(3) Assume OPCON Division Reserve if committed.

(4) Make maximum use of small units to find, fix and destioy by artillery/air
Viet Cong forces in zone,

12th Marines
(1) Position netessary artillery units to provide support by 1600H D.1,

(2) Priority of fires to Third Marines.

3 _Reeonnei seance Battalion. Provide observation and surveillance over
objective area from high ground to the north of Route 14%; report findings

directly to 3d Marines in addition to normal reports to this Headquarters,

9th Marines. Provide one company as Divigion Reserve at 0800H, D-1, Notify
this Headquarters of designated company,

Division Reserve.

(1) Co____, Ninth Marines will be on one (1) hour alert for deployment with
3d Marines. QIOP to 3d Marines on order this Headquarters.

Coopdinating Instructions
(1) Employment of Riot Control Agents authorized.
(2) Unclassified Code Name: LONG LANCE

(3) M-Hour and D-Day as designated by CO, 3d Marines, but no earlier than
140700H Jamary 1966

(4) This plan effective for planning upon receipt and for execution on order.
(5) Direct liaison between participating commands authorized,

2 ' SECRET

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

 SECRET
4, ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.
a. Supply

(1) Geperal - FLSG is the initial source for Class I, III, IV and V, Re-
supply from FLSG as required.

(2) Prescribed Load
(a) Class I = 1 Day MCI w/fusl per individual

(b) Class II - Combat essential equipment as prescribed by commander.

(e) Class IIT - Vehicle tanks full, 5 gal fuel cans full and mounted on '
vehicles, 4 days special olls and lubricants.

(d) Class IV - As deemed essential by Ccomander.
(e) Clasg V - Basic allowance.

(£) Medical supplies = Full initial allowance plus three days high usage
items,

(g) Water - 2 full canteens per man, All water 'cans full.
(3) Resupply - All classes by surface or air from FLSG,
(4) Digtribution - Unit distribution.
b, Evacuation apd Hespltalization
(1) Evacuation - Four hour evacuation policy.
{a) By most expeditious means to Company C, 3d Medical Battalion.
(b) Weapons and orgenizational equipment will be evacuated with casualties.

(¢) VCC/VCS and indigenous civilian personnel, for emergency life saving
surgery only, to Company C, 3d Medical Battalion.

(2) Hospitalization - As determined by CO, 3d Medical Battalion. S
c. Lrapsportation

(1) Motor Trensport and helicopter.

(2) 3d Motor Transport Battalion provides trucks as required.
d. Service - Driver/operator or e¢rew maintenance only.

e. Salvage - All damaged and unserviceahle material will be turned in upon
completion of operation.
3 SECRET
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Personnel
(1) Casualty reporting in sccordance with Div O 3040.2A.

(2) Commencing D+l submit Personnel Daily Summary as of 2400H D.Day by
12000 following day in accordance witkL Div0 1080,.3.

(3) Routine administration in accordance with current directives,

(4) Graves Regigtration - KIA will be evacuated through medical evacuation
prescribed in paragraph 4.b. above.

ge C P Doc - In accordance with CG, 3d Marine Division
1908467 October 1965 and “iv0 P3800.1E,
h. Miscgllaneous
(1) Uniform and equipment - as preé:éribed by commander.
(2) Items of captureri material that cannot be made serviceable or evacuated
will be destroyed on authority this Headquarters,
(3) Civil Affairs - In accordance with DivO 5080.1.
5, COMMAND AND COMMUNICATION.ELECTRONICS
a. ((;ox;\munication is in accordance with Annex I of reference (b) and DivO 020002
cls
b. Mapine Divigion “ommunieation C - provide communication personnel
and necessary equipment to the Yivision Liaigon Officer and this Headquarters
for the purpose of activating a Division Liaison Net #1.
(1) Freguency: |
"~ " (a) Primary 2264
(b) Alternate 5272
(2) Emmission - Voice
(3) Call Signs.
(a) Division Headquarters - MONROE
(b) Liaison Officer - MONROE KILO
~— c. Activate when directed. 7
e. Direct liaison authorized between participating Commands including I Corps

on matters pertaining to Communication.
L SECRET
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f. Notify this Headquarters of Crmmand post locations when established.

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT:

N M

D. W. SHERMAN
Chief of Staff

ANNEXES ¢

VA - Iptelligence (To be published.)
vB - Operation Overlsy

DISTRIBUTION:

CMC (A03)
CMCS (MCEC)
CG, FMFPac
CG, LI1 MAF
CG, FMAW
-ADC CMT GRP
3 Marines
i2th Marines
9¢h Marines
34 Recon Bn
24 Engr Bn
3d Tank Bn
lst ApTrac Bn
ist Bn, 12th Mar
FLSG

G-1

G2

G=3

G.4

CEQ

3d Med Bn

3 MP By

S&C

3D AT Bn

G

Haoowm = oo Nn
o

o
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Copu # «/‘_oF f 7

_Chnies

3d Marine Bivision, FMF

~ DANANG, RVK
© 191200Z Dec 1965

0015065

Annex A (Intenigence) to Operation Plan 351&.-65’ (LGIG IAN(E)

Ref:

(a) Map: -VIETNAM: l°50,W0, AMS Series L701, Sheets 6558 I&Ill and

6658 III & IV

(b) - 3dMarDiv OpO 343-65
(¢} 3dMarDiv0 P3800.1E

1. SUMMARY OF EREI{Y SITUA‘I‘ION.

Ce

Eleg gsggsitigx_'x_s

(1) The lowhnd arsa north of the SONG VU' GIA between nort.h-aoqth grid
lihes ZC 21 and AT 83 (southwest corner of DANANG TAOR) is believed

to be the operating area of ‘the HS5, and 113th District Companies,

An pnidentified company opsrates in the- wallsy that Tuns northwest
from the SONG VU GIA from ZC 1654, A battalion, unconfirmed as the

93d, opora.tes north of the SONG VU GIA 1n vicinity ZB 1951,

(2) The WTEh Gompuv (l’rov:i;nem nr) is-belisved to be wust of the
confluence of the SONG VWU GIA, SONG AI RGHIA, .and_SONG THU BOR in
~the general area of AT 9356, X battalion, unidemtified but pos-

sibly the-one reported to-be commanded dy LAM, ie probably in the low~

land arex south of the mmmﬁ'ﬂﬂ'm9tol'f 9352, in
unidentified company (possibly elements 6 HS4 and/or 113th come
paniss) operate aoutn of the SONG WU GIA in the area of ZC 1954,

Enﬂ Instglations

(1) YC.rice and food storage areas have been reported in GS AT 8057

(2) Despite ARVN installations located at DAI LOC vicinity AT 917582
and in vicinity Hill 65 at AT 8858, tho VC enjoy relativo freedom
of action in the objective area,

(3) There are indications: that the hi11 area imdhtely north of the
SONG VU GIA may be z-staging or harboring ares for VC umits of at
least company and probably battalion size, The presence of units
in the hill u'et at sy one time is soldon conﬁ.rmd.

Enemy Activities, See Appendix 1 (Enemy lctivity Overlay) and intel-
ligence summaries and raports as issyed,

SECRETY
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2, CHAT. hTERIS‘I‘ICS OF THE ALLJA OF OPLLL TICHS

2. weather. See daily weath~r foracast and weathar surmorics 2s issuesd
in ISIMS, Weather i‘eatur:,s for the month of Jamery sre as follows:

(l) Clouds ~ Inean cloudineqs 77"5 vith .3 to .A cloud cover,

(2) uell:mgb - 3000,5000 feet w/v1s:l.b111ty of 5 miles or bettsr,
(3) emperaturc - Lean daily ma:u.m\nn 5% and m:mi.rmxn 65" :

(4) Humidity - Kean relative 86%, - '

(5) 'Preclpitatlon = Mean 4.2 inchj ma.ximur'l 12.4 inch; minimum 0.6
inch. i’acm numm,r of days- wn.h some aum crs - 1h,

b Astronomcal a.nd T1 g_l Dat.a

DATE ‘TD:IE,. | TIDAL. Hr(ft.) ;v:tpﬁze.xgihj | SET
1 0401 5.8 . oms. 1826
S 1050 2.7 L ,
©18k6 3.8 -
2 0003 3.3 ams 18
0529 . 35 R |
- 1101 2,9
1904 4O N
3 0154 2.9 o7é 1627
' 0743 3.2 :
Lo 0305 2.4 o716 30
x - 2009 wa K
5 o400 2.1 o7s 1628
6 o453 u7 - o;ar 1829
7 o052 1.4 - omr 1850
2224, 545
8 0631 1.4 0717 1650
2313 5.6
9 0719 Lok 077 1831
A2
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Ft) SINRISE . SUNSET

DATE TIME

o
-

10 ~ 0003 - ons 1831
. 0805 A v r

o

‘1 0%

0846
12 0L,
| 0921
13 0236 -
T oo

0719
12018 -

L0333 .

S, 1007
1742
2241

15, O ou37
- 1011
1813

078 1832

ome 1833

2 w0

0718 1833

WA A B
[ ] - -

ome 1834

-

oms . 183

oo HUD Buwwn

0718 1835

16 0113
. 0625
0956
1851

17 0259
1933

18 0402
‘ 2017

19 OL48
' 2101

o718 1836

O o ‘b owm wwe W

0718 1836

-

ome 1837

o718 1837

VW wmN D ER ER FRNWN AW WwE

20 0527
: 244

NOTES:
(1) Duration of Civil Twilight is apmroximately 23 mimites,

(2) Civil Twilight definition: The degree of illumination at the
beginning and end of Civil Twilight is such that the brightest
stars, are just visible and terrestrial objects can be easily

distinguished,

: SECRET
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(3) DANANG local standard time is GCT plus 8 hours. .

c. Terrain
| ',(l) Helicopter lﬁnding suitability - see Appendix 2.
(2) Terrain trafficability - see Apbcndix 3. A
(3) Road, trail, and bridge status - see Appendix L.,
(4,) Waterway crossing sites - see Appendix 5.
3. ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF INFORMATION R

a. See Appendix 1 (Intelligence Requirements) to Amnex B (Intelligence)
to reference (b) as modified and applicable to the specific area of
operation. '

b. Additipnél Tntelligence Requirements:

(1) Confirm the size, identification, and type of VC units that nor-
mally operate in the objective area.

"(éfrﬁaw are VC gn{£QZZE%£hc area of operations normally resupplied?

(3) What is the nature and capacity of VC camps, training centerséir
storage areas, etc., located in the area? What is the purpose
for these installations?

(L) Are there any indications of captured U.S. personnel having been
in the area of operation? Location? Exploitation?

(5) Is there evidence of PAVN, CHICM or other foreign advisors opers"
ing in the area? '

(6) See Appendix 1 (Intelligence Requirements) to Annex B (Tntelligence)
to reference (b) for other spscific intelligence requirements.

4, RECONNAISSANCE AND OBSWRVATION MISSIONS

a., Orders to Subordinate Units

(1) Infantry Units

(a) Conduct normal unit reconnaissance and observation as set forth
in reference (c).

(b) Report information as obtained on EEIs and other ihtelligence
| requirements by most expeditious means to G-2,

SECRET
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5.

6.

b.
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(2) 3d Reconnaissance Battalion '

(2) Conduct reconnaissance and observatlon as set forth by mission
in the basic plan.

(b) Repor't information as ob‘bained on EEIs and other intelligence
requirements direct to 3d Marines in addition to normal re-
" ports to this Headquarters (G~2/G-3),

Requests to Higher, Adjacent and S'upporting Units
(1) Commanding Gcncra.l, I MAF - '

(a) Prov:l.de information on the area. of. operation, as requested
to inelude: . S

Special aerial photography. .
Terrain and trafficability study.
HLZ suitability. study.

Enemy activity study,

Water barrier crossing study,

bl pasjrop—=

(b) Provide current and predicted weather data ths:b would adversely
affect the operation during the period 1-20 January 1946.

(2) Commanding General, lst MAW. Provide observation aircraft for

aerial reconnaissance and surveillance as requested,

MEASURE FOR HANDLING CAPTURED PERSONNEL,' DOCUMINTS, AND MATERIEL

.

d.

A1l wallets and personal effects of VO casualties will be forwarded .
INTACT to G-2. Troops will be specifically instructed not to retain ,
money, photographs, ID papers, jewelry, etc. recovered from VC dead,

Every effort will be made to keep captured documents dry or, when
wet upon capture, to minimize effect of wetting prior to forwarding
to G-2.

Capt:.ves found by screening to be VOC will be expsditiously evacuate
ed to the Division Co]_'Lection Point D.fuuAIuG by helicopter:

Priority I -~ VG Officers, key cadre, foreign adyisors.
Priority II - VC NCOs, guerilla leaders, commca.tlons personnel,

Priority IIT - A1l other VCC.

See paragraph 5 of Annex B (Intelligence) to reference (b) for
specific instructions.

LAPS, CHARTS, AND PHOTOGRAPHS

&

Reference (a) is the tactical map for this operation.

A-5
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b. Map requirements mll be submitted in aCCordance mth reference (c)
c. Retain all append:ixes to this annex for Opara’oion hALLARD to be
R annqunced.
~F ‘COUI»TTWH\ITEI LIGENCE '
See Appendix 2 (Gounterlmﬂligence) to Annex A (Intelligence) to
reference (b). e

8. REPORTS AMD DISTRIBUTION

~Bee paragraph 8 of reference (b). =

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL “ALT

. W SI{ERFAN
Colonal, U. 5. Yarine Corps
Chief of Staff ‘

* EPPENDIXNST (RETAIN FOR OPERATION FALLARD) 7 -
.1 = Enemy Ac’civity Overlay :
~/2 - Helicopter Suitability Overlay
~{3 - Terrain Overlay
Ja - Road, Trail & Bridge Overlay
- 45 - LT (River) and Troop (Stream) Croqsmp bites
DISTRI BUTION : Same as CPLAN 351&—65
OFFICIAT: | .
ﬂg}}:«#jﬁ . : L o SR o 3 e E o
. g, SBHRIVER ™77 0 o m T e et e T -
L L:Luutenant Colonel, U. S. Larme borps 3
G—2 e EEE .
!
S’ZCPC.T
A-6
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=TT e e e """"’""’"""Copii,Q_} ‘3 of..ﬁ.’f ._Coples
Cn 34 Mzrind Division (Roin)

- - -DA NWAWG, RVF
~ 1812005 Deo-1765
SOI'..I\.‘. *

Opcration Plen 355-65

Rof: (a) Hap: VIWTHAM 1:50,000 &MS Scries L701 Sheot 6658 I
(b) Div 0p O 343-65

Timo Zomne: Hotﬁl
TASK ORGANIZATION: Annex A (Task Organiztion)

1, SITU.TION

[ .

.. 3 . R - re o, (- AN . - . a‘. . R
a. Epory Foreos. Jsmnox B (Intclligerce) and ISUM'g as issued,
v, ¥ricndly Forces

(1) Roforenco (b)

{2) wlm forces conduct search and destroy oporation horthward
fron HOI 4N west of SORG DE VONG to provent cneny escapo €9
F?E?”f?QU Q?jective arca.

(3) TFHMAW providee close alr support, aecrial rcconnaissance and
_helicopter support, ‘

(k) DNawval Gunfire support to be provided.

(5) VEN Coastnl Surveillance Force maintains security of eoasy
of South Chipa Sea and denies use of inland waters ir objoctive
.area to VG elsnents,

. ALttachuents ard Dotsghmenis. 4mnex A (Task Organization),
Effective 0800H, D1, .

ds &3mumpiions
A : - 1 . : )
(1) That the oneuyisituation will remain virtuclily unchanged

fron current estinates,

2, MISSION, Third Marine Division at E-Hour on ¥-Day, in coordination
with ARV forges atszaking £¥on the gouthwest, conducts operations
to search for and destroy cneny forges in the coasial area froo
(BT 123634) to (BT 183589) and bounded by Hi XAU, HILP and DE VOIG
RBivers on the west,

DECLASSIFIED
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3, EXEGUTION

ta

d.

1?2

' Z Ope . Commencing at E=Hour on F-Day, one
infantry battalion {-) (Rein) conducts LVT Iandings in
southern and central portions of objective arca respcotivelys
establishes blocking positions to the north and west of the
objoctive arca; tho landed clements to conduct scarch and destroy
opcrations in assigned zones, link up and conbtinue search and
dcstroy oporations nopdh within zones and t°357?*1aﬁdi§§32QTDecep%Eon
plan and psy war plan to be concurrcnt with aperations, fstimate
duration of operation is 36 hours. 4nnex C (Operation Overlay),

L . T e
D

, 9%k Marincs

(1) At E-Hour on ¥F-Day conduct lendings with available means
in assigned objective arca,. fmmex c (Operation Overlay).

Estap}ish blocking force north and west portion of objective
fgrga'ta provent onemy movement out of assighed zone,

e AN

(3) Conduct oporationasctd sosreh fof ahdidestroy enemy fordes
_ &n wekigned zone,

(4) Conduct psychological’warfare to minimize non-combatant
casusliies,

0

‘(5) Emplgy artillery and/o; air to maxirmm when eneny forces

fixed,

(6) Bstablish liaison with ARVN forces by utilizing organic
persornel and communicatiops equipment,

(7) Be prepared to :asume OPCON of Division Reserve on order,

12¢h Marineg

(1) Provide support froﬁ‘iﬁé%ent,positioﬁ.

(2) Priority of fires ¥o,9th Marines during the operation,
(3) Provide 14aison to ARVE artiilery as required.
3rd Marines i ' -

(1) Provide one company on two hour alert status as Division
Reserve to be employed in objective area,

.

2 SECRLET
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e. Division Regerve

(3)

cy (2)

Cotipany , 3d Marines CHOP to 9th Marines-on order
this Headquarters.

Be propercd to assume offensive misslon assigned by

. 9th Marines,

£, Coordinating Insfructions

(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

(6)

Li-Hour and F-Day as designated by CC, 9th Marines,
but no later then OU1400H January 1966.

Unclassified Operation Code Neme is: WAR BONHET
Attachnents effective 0800H, D-1,
Riot Control igents suthorized in sssigned zone only.

This plen effective for plamnirg on receipt, and
execution on order,

Dircct liaison between participating units is
authorized, ‘

Ly, ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS

a. Supply .

(1) Genorsl - FLSG is the initial source for Class I, III, IV
. and V, Resupply from FLSG as required,

(2) ZEre

(a)
(1)

(e)
(a)

(e)
(£)

(31 (&)

ribed L
Class I = 1 day MCI w/fuel per individual,

Olsss II ~ Combat essential equipmont as prescribed
by coumandcra

Class III - Vehicle tenks full, 5 gal fuel cans full
and mounted on vehicles., 2 days special oils and
lubricants,

Class IV - As deecmed essential by cormander,

Class V - Basic allowanco

hedical Suppliecs - Full initial allowance plus two
days high usage itens,

Wator «1Two full canteens per man, All waler cens
full,

3 SHCRET
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(3) 2esunuly - All classes by most expeditious means from FLSG
direct to unite on dates deternired by ccunander,

Hve :tio H 15013 on

5

(1) Zvagustion, Four hour evacuation policy.

(a) By nost expeditious means availadble %o Conpany C, 3d
YMedical Battalion,

(b) e pnns and orsrnizetional cquipnent will be evacuated with
casunliies,

(¢) VCC/VCS and indigenous civilisn persornsl, for emergency
life saving surgery only, to Cormary C, 3d Medical Battalion,

(2) Hospitalization, 4s determined by CO, 3d Medical Battalion,

Trapgoortation

(1) By waterborne and surface means.

(2) 3rd Motor Trangport Battalion provides trucks as ;équired.
Porgorne

(1) Casualty rep rting in accordsnce with Div O 3040,24

(2) Comencing D plug 1 submit Personnel Jaily Surmary as »f

2400H D-Dey by 1200H following day in accordarce with Div O
1080, 3.

Iy

(3! Houtire adninistration is secordance with eurrent directives,

(4) Grave fegistration, EKI. will be evacusted throush rediesl
evacuation prescrlbed in paragraph &,b, above, ”

Captired Pergonnel and D ocuments, In accordarce with GG, 3d kerine
Division 190846Z October 1965 and Div O P3800,1%E, -~

M ilonenus
/1) Urniforu and equipment es prescribed by coumander,

(2) Itens of captured iaterial that cannot be made servicesble
or evacuated will be destroyed on authority this Heddquarters,

(3) Civil iffeirs. In accordance with Div_d-5080.1.

5, LOMMAND WD COLHUEIGMTIOﬂ;ELBETﬁDNICS

a. Comruricaticn in accordance with snnex I of reference (b) and

Divigior Order 02000.1C,
i : SEGJET’
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In the ovent of crnergency requireonents for cormunicstion
porsonncl and communication equipment contact Division CEO,

Notify this Hoadquarters of command post location when
ostablished,

BY COMMAWD OF MLJOR GENERAL WATY:

@4%:’ %L“W
D, W, SHERMAN
Colonel, U. 5. Marine Corps

Chicf of Staff

vﬁ - Task Organization

J B, Intolligence (To bo publishod)

Vo - Operation Cverlay

DISTRTRUTION:

« - (.LLOB)

5 (lCEC)
e, FMFPac
63, TII K@
66, FMawW
ADC CMD G3P
2d Marires
12th Marinpos
gth Marines
3d Rcecon Bn
34 Fngr Bn
34 Tank Bn
lat wriyrac Bn
1st Bn, 12t¢h Mer

FLSG
G-1
G-2
G-3
Gty

34 Med Bn
3d MT Bn

S0

3d 4T B

.5

(e}

o

MWW NV WWWWWWHLWWWUL D NN

RV SE LS

5 sTenmT
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3d Marino Division (Rein)
DA .G, RVH
1812007 Dec 1965

Annox & (Task Orgenizatinn) to Operation Plan 355-65
Tiro Zore: Hotel -
(£11 attachrments offective 080CH, D-1)

33 Marine Division (Rein) MGon WalT

Tinth Marires (Bein) Col GORMAN

B (-) (Rein), 1st AmTrac Bn
- let Amthibiax Hov Plg

Go B, 3d Tark Bn

Co G.» jd AT Bn

___ Pi, Go y 3d Recon Bn
Third Marirns Col FISHER
Tyelf*h Merinees (Bein) Col CALLERDIR

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT:

B A Hasrr

D, Y. SHEHRMAN
Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps

Chief of Staff
OFFICAL:

D, P, WYCKOFF
Colonecl, Us S. Marirc Corps

63

A
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3d Marine Division, FMF
DA NANG, RVN

CONPIDENTIAL 1812007 Dec 1965
Annex B (Intelligence) to Operation Plan 355-65 (WAR BONNET)

Ref: (a) Map: 1:50,000, Vietnam, AMS Series L701, Sheet 6658 I
(b) 3dMarDiv OpO 343-65
(¢) 3d7arDivo P3800,.1_

1. SUMMARY OF ENEMY SITUATION.

a, Intelligence information recelved ly fiis Headquarters include
reports of the following VC units in the area bounded by BT 1265-
0963-0958-1657-1959,

UNIT STRENGTH LAST REPORTED TOCATION |
uIo 164 BT 110635 = BT 132612 (16Nov)
u/1 UNK BT 1059 and BT 1158 (17Nov)
101st Battalion ‘ UNK BT 1063 and BT 1163 (13Nov)
U/I Guerrilla Company 100 BT 0665 (Continuous)

101st Gompany -~ - BT 11&59) (24Nov)

b, A VC t-raining Camp of unknom capacity has been reported 1ocated at
BT 132613,

¢, It is estimated that one MF company plus at least one company of
guerrillas operate in the above area. In all probability the elements

of these units are diapersed throughout the area rather than concen=-
trated.

d, See intelligence summaries and periodic and special intelligence re-
ports as lssued.

e, Enemy defensive fortifications = See Appendix t.

2, CHARACTERISTICS OF THE AREA OF OPERATIONS

8. Weather. See daily weather forecasts ¢ NESRBSORE o110 weather
summaries as issued in ISUMS, Weather features for the month of Jan-
uary are as follows: -

(1) Clouds ~ Mean ¢loudiness 778 with .3 to .,6 cloud cover..
(2) Ceilings = 3000 -« 5000 feet w/visibility of 5 miles or better.

o CONFIDENTIAL
B-1
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(3) Temperature - Mean deily maximm 75° and minimum 65°,
(4) Humidity - Mean relative 86%.

(5) Precipitation - Mean 4.2 inch; masimum 12.4 inch; minimum 046
inch, Mean number of days with some showere =1i. ‘

b. Astronomical and Tidal Data

DATE TIME TIDAL HTSF‘!;[ SUNRISE SUNSET

1 0401 3.8 0715 1826
1050 2.7
1845 3.8

2 0003 3.3 o715 1826
0529 3.5
1101 2.9
190L 4.0

3 0154 2.9 o716 1827
. 0743 3.2
) ’T1ol+ 3&0
1932 Lok

A 0305 2.4 0716 1828
2009 L.7

-5 0400 2.1 o716 1828
2050 5,0

. 6 0453 1.7 0717 1829
2136 5.3

7 0542 1.4 T o717 1830
2221, 5.5

8 0631 1.4, o7 18%0
2313 5.6

9 on9 14 ont 1831

10 0003 5.5 0718 1831

) Oms 105 7

NOTES:
a. Duration of Civil Twilight is approximately 23 minutes.

CONFIDENTTAL
B-2 -
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b, Civil Twilight definition: The degree of illumination at
the beginning and end of Civil Twilight is such that the
brightest stars are Just visible and terrestrisl objects
can be easily distinguished,

¢, DA NANG local standard time is GCT plus 8 hours,
co Térrain

(1) Helicopter suitability - see Appendix 2,
(2) LVT landing sites - see Appendix 3.

(3) Route classification - see Appendix 4.
(4) River widths - see Appendix 5.

(5) River traffic obstacles - see Appendix 6.

3. ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF INFORHATIOH

a, See Appendix 1 (Imtelligence Requirements) to Annex B (Intelli gence)
to reference (b) as modified and applicable to the spscific area of
operationo .

b, Additional Intelligence Requirementsg

(1) Confirm the size, identification, and type of VC units that nor-
mally operate in the objective area.

(2) How are VC units in the area of operations normally resupplied?

(3) ¥hat is the nature and capacity of VC camps, training centers,
storage areas, etc,, located in the area? What is the puorpose
for these installations?

(4) Are there any indications of captured Uosa personnel having been
in the area of operation? Location? Exploitation?

(5) Is there evidence of PAVN, CHICOM or other foreign advidors operat-
ing in the area?

(6) See Appendix 1 (Intelligence Requirements) to Annex B (Intelligence)
to reference (b) for other specific intelligence requirements,

4, RECONNATSSANCE AND OESERVATION MISSTONS

a. Orders to 9th Marines Q'Reinz"

(1) Conduct normal unit reccunaissance and observation as set forth in
reference (c).

CONFIDENTIAL
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5.

b,

Requests to Higher, Adjacent, and Supporting Units

1) wﬂn& General, IIT MAF

(a) Provide information on the area of operation, as requested
‘ 4o include:

Special aerial photography.
Terrain and trafficabllity study.
HLZ suitability study.

Enemy field fortifications study.

o TN T

(b) Provide cufent and predicted weather data that would adversely

affect the operation during the period 1-10 January 1964,

(2) Commanding General, 1st MAW. Provide observation aircraft for
aerial reconnaissance and surveillance as resuested.

MEASURE FCR HANDLING CAPTURED PERSONNEL, DOCUMENTS, AND MATERIEL

a8,

Co

do

A1l wallets and personal effects of VC casualties will be forwarded
INTACT to G-2., Troops will be specifically instructed not to retain
money, photographs, ID papers; Jewelry, etc, recovered from VC dead.

Every effort will be made to keep captured documents dry or, when
wet upon capture, to minimize effect of wetting prior to forwarding
to G=2.

Captives found by screening to be VCC will be expeditiously evacuat-
ed to the Division Collection Point DA NANG by helicopter:

Priority I - VC Officers, key cadre, foreign advisors.
Priority II - VC NCOs; guerilla leaders, comrunications personnel,
Priority IIT = A1l other VGC.

See paragraph 5 of Annex B (Intelligence) to reference (b) for
specific instructions.

MAPS, CHARTS, AND PHOTOGRAFHS

&o

b,

Reference (a) is the tactical map for this operation.

Map requirements will be submitted in accordance with reference (c).

COUNTERINTELLIGENCE

See Appendix 2 (Counterintelligence) to Amnex B (Intelligence) to
reference (b).

CONFIDENTIAL
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8. REPORTS AND DISTRIBUTION
See paragraph 8 of reference (b).

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT

D. W. SHERMAR
Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
Chief of Staff

APPERDIXES:

'/ 1 = Enemy Defense Overlay

J2 - Helicopter Suitability Overlay

J3 - LVT Landing Sites Overlay
4 - Route Classification Overlay >
5 - River Width Overlay

46 - River Traffic Obstacles Overlay

J 7 = Population Density Overlay

DISTRIBUTION: Same as OPLAN 355-65
OFFICIAL:

/’ -
)7 ﬂf{/é}f{_;yr:v
> Jo SCHRIVER
Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
G-2

T T LTI, - - - R ’,;,,;!mlmm
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Copy. [l l of Copies

3d Marine Division (Rein) FMF
DA RANG RVN
Ser. No. 0018165
310800Z xo 65
SECRET

Operation Plan 356-65

Ref: (a) Maps: VIETNAM 1:50,000 AMS Series L701, Sheets 6558 I, 6559 II,
6658 IV and 6659 II1
(b) Operation Order 343-65
(¢) Div 0 02000.1C

Time Zone: Hotel
Task Organization:
3d Marine Division (Rein) MAJGEN WALT
34 Recon Bn (-) (Rein) LTCOL VAN CLEVE
3 Recon Bn (-)
Co____ (Rein), d Marines
Co , W Marines
FO Tean
FAC Team
Section, & mm Mortar Platoon
i. SITUATION
a. Epemy Forceg. ISUMS as issued and Armex A (Intelligence) to be published.
b, Friendly Forces. Reference (b) and current SitReps,

¢. Attachments and Detachments, Effective 0500, G-4 Days.

d. Assumption. That the enemy situation will remain virtually unchangsd
from current egtimates. -

2, MISSION., Third Marine Division (Rein) conducts reconnaissance in force of
the Happy Valley are to determine the location, identity, strength, movement
and armement of VC/PAVN units; capture VG/PAVN prisoners; and locate assembly
areas, training and logistic bases, and infiltration routes,

3. EXECUTION
a. Congept of Operstion. Prior to G-Day, 3d Recon Bn (-) (Rein) will

establish a patrol base vicinity Bast of Happy Valley by foot movement.
Utilizing one Rifle Company (Rein) as patrol base (s{ security element,

A Recon Bn (-) commencing on G-Day will reconnoiter east end (East NS

GL 16) Happy Valley for zbout five days, Retraction of forces may be by
overland mcvement and/or helieopter 1ift, See Annex B (Operation Overlay).

JAN7 1366
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Priority of helicopter support and suppérting fires, including air,to
3d Becon Bn (=) (Bein) during operation,

b, R n (=) (B

(1) Establish patrol base (s) vic east of Happy Valley prior to
G=Day,

(2) Commencing on G-Day, comduct reconnaissance of east end
(Bast NS GL 16) of Happy Valley to determine location,
identity, strength, movemsnt and armament of VC/PAVE units;
capture VC/PAVN prisoners; and locate assembly areas, training
end logistic bames, and infiltration routes for shout five days,

(3) Be prepared to employ Division Regerve on order,

c. 3d Marines ,
" (T} "Defjueh Co.. . (Rein) 0B0O, G-k Days.

(2) Conduct deep patrolling in high ground on axis (AT 8562)
northeast to &T 9165) from G=3 Days to G plus 5 Days,

(3) Maintain one Rifle Compeny (Bein) as Division Reserve on
two (2) hour alert,

(&) Coordinate supporting arms fires from 0001 G-3 Days to
conclusion of operation,

d. l2kh Mazines
(1) Detach one FO Team:0800 G-4. Report to CO, 3d Recon Bn,

(2) Provide fire support as requested during movement into and out
of the patrol base,

(3) Pre-position long range artillery capable of supporting to NS
GL 14 in Happy Valley prior to -2 Days,

s, D B (H

(1) Chop to 3d Recon Bn on order this Headquarters,

(2) Be prepared to assume mission assigned by 3d Recon Bnm,

I

g

e
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(1) 6Day as determined by Commanding Officer, 3d Recon Bn, LT 3JiJanf6,
(2) Bmployment riot control agents anthorized.

(3) Movement to objective area by foot; retraction by helicopter
anthoriszed,

(4) Minimum use of aircraft enroute to avold compromise of mission,

(5) This plan effective for planning on receipt and execution on
order,

(6) PYirect limison authorized between participating units,
(7) Unclassified code neme: "TAUT BOW"
4. MDMINISTRATION AND LOGISITGS
a. Supply

(1) General - FLSG is the initial source for Class I, IV & V.
Begupply from FISG as requested.

(2) Prescribed Lioad

Class 1 -4 days LEP rata w/fuel per man

Glags 11 . =Combat essential equipment as pre-
scribed by commander.

Class 111 =-None

Class 1V . -hs prescriqu by commander,

Ciags V ~Bagic aXlowance plne one bandolier.

Medical Supplies ~Full initial allowance plus three days
high usnge items,

Waser -2 full canteens per man

13) Hasuppiy. All classes by air from FLSG direct to units on
édates determined by commander,

b. Ewacuation and Hospitalisation
(1) Byaguation

(e) By most expeditions means aveileble to Company C, 3d Keﬁicﬁ
Battilion

{b) Weapons and orzanizational equipment will be evacuated with
cagualiies,

(2) Hospiteligation. As determined by CO, 3d Medical Battalion.

3 SEGRET
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Dransportation, By foot march initially and by helicopter when directed,
Personnel
(1) Casualty reporting in accordsmce with Div0 3040.24,

(2) Commencing G=1 submit Personnel Daily Summary as of 2400H DDay
by 12008 following day in eccordance with DivO 1080,3.

(3) Boutine administration in sceordance with current directives,

(4) Graves Hegistration., KIA will be evacuated through medical
evacuation prescribed in poragraph 4.1, sbove,

Coptured Peraonnel and Documents, In accordsnce with 0G, 34 Marine
Division 1908467 October and Div0Q F3800,1E,

Migcellanecus
(1) Uniform and equipment as prescribed by commander,

(2) Items of captured material that cammot be made servicesble
or evecuated will bs destroyed on authority this Headquarters.

COMMAND ARD COMMURICATION.ELEGTRONICS

a,

b.

Communication in accordsnce with Ammex I of reference (a) ana
Division Ordser 02000,2€C,

Commanding Officer, 34 Marines be prepared to enter Division Recon
Net on order,

Freq: Primary: D-6 (2452)
Alternate: D=52 (6770)

In the event of emergsncy requirements for communication personnel
and communication egquipment contect Division CHO,

Fotify this Headquarters of command post location when established,

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT:
A e
D. W. SHERMAN
Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
Chief of Staff
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ARNEXES :

VA - INTELLIGENGE (To be published)
vB - OPERATION OVERLAY
DISTRIBUTION:

NG

CMCS (MCEC)
G FMFPAC

CG III MAF
CG PMAW

ADG CMD GEP CHU LAI
SA, I CORPS
3D MARINES
gTH MARINES
127H MARINES
3D RECON BN
3 MED BN
54¢

Gl

&2
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%d Marine Division, FMF
DA NANG, HVN

1108002 JAN 1966

CONFITENTIAL vz 037 66

Annex 4 (Intelligence) to Operation Plan 356-65 (TAUT BOW)
Refr (a) Map: VIETNAM: 1250,0003 AMS Series L701, Sheets 6558 I,
6559 II, 6658 IV & 6659 III
Eb} 3dMarDiv Op0 343-65
¢) 3dMarDiv0 P3800, 1B
Time Zone: HOTEL
1. SUMMARY OF ENEMY SITUATION

a, Enemy Diepositions

(1) The ares known as HAPPY VALIEY in west of the DA NANG enclave
has been considered as & secure area for the VIET CONG, Re-
ports indicate probable existence of numercus production camps,
traeining centers, headquarters, and other activities in the

eastern portion of the valley. ..:;vted activities are listed
es follcwss A
Activity location
DIEN BAW Digtrict Committee Hg AT 842623
HIEY DUC District Committee Hg AT B43657
DA RANG City Committee Hg AT 801682
DAT LOC District Committee Hg ZC 171623
QUANG DA Hq 2C 1867
Inter-district Dispensary ZC 194646
PHU TU Secret Zone ZC 1963
Production Camp ZC 180646
Military Camps 2C 164647
i - AT 807653
—do= AT 841657
-do- AT 815675
=do~ AT 824635
-do= AT 842643
=do- AT 843653
=do= AT 843663
=d0= ' ' AT 844654
=do- AT 844665
~do- AT 852666
~do- AT 7964
=d.0- AT 7969

JAN 151966
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(2) The following units ave carried in HAPPY VALIEY at the looa-
tions indicateds

2.20 B Hq Z¢ 1761
278th Engr Co AT 8565
V-45 Sapper Co AT 2671

(3) In addition to the above uriis, the installations end activi-
ties listed in subparagraph (13 ebove can be expected to be
manred, to include possible seourity elements. No reports,
howevar, have been received concerning strengths at these
loecationa.

(4) There have been some unconfirmed reporis of battalion and
regimental size units in this areaj however, there has been
no evidence to support these reporis.

Epemy Activities. 3ee intelligence summaries and reports as
iggued for current enemy activities. Information generated by
local eoliesciion agencies should be reported to and collated
with information held by OOB this re~Aquarters prior to conduct-
ing cperations. -

2, CHABAQTERISTICS OF THE AREA OF OPERATIONS

Eo

Weather, See daily weather forecasts and weather gummaries as
ssmued in INTSUMs. Weather features for the months of Jenuary-
Februery are as followas

(1) Clouds - Mean cioudiness 77% with .3 to .6 cloud cover in
Jang 64% in Feb,

{(2) Winds - From N at 9 knots in Jan; from E at 7 knots in Feb.

(3) Temperature - Mean daily maximm 75° end minimm 65° in Jan;
78° and 68° in Feb.

(4) Bumidity - Mean relative 86%.
(5) Precipitation - Mean 4.2 inchy maximm 12.4 inchj mindwum
0.6 inch for Jan. Mean 1.8 inch; maximum 10.4 inchs pinimmn

0. inch fcr Feb, Mean number of dsys with asome ghowers - 14
for Jang 8 for Feb.

&2
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b. Astreuonicsl Data
DATE SUNRIEE
20 Jan 07148
23 Jan  OF18
22 Jan 0719
2% Jan 0719
24 Jan Q748
2% Jan Q718
26 Jan 0743
27 Jan  ©718
28 Jan 0718
29 Jun (T8
0 Jan O718
31 Jan 0748
4 Feb 0717
2 Peb OFi6
3 Fab 0716
4 Feb 0716
5 Feb 0716
6 et 0745
T Fel 749
8 Fex (795
g Feb 0715
9% Pel 0714
Roreg:

Co
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SUNSET

1837
1838
1838
1639
1839
1840
1841
1842
1842 .
1843
ig44
10944
1845
1845
1845
1846
16846

1846 . ..

1847
1847
1648

1848 .

MOONHISE

s ¥ B

€930
Co47
1022
1056
1130
1204
1243
1325
1415
1541
1614
1722

1938
2041
2140
2239
2334

o

MOONSET

BB OB

2053
2142
2227
2315
0002
0054
0145
0243
0345
0450
0554
0654
0751
0841
0g27
1009
1050

MOON_PEASE

NEW

FlEsY

FULL

{4) Duretion cf Civil Twilight is approximately 23 mimutes..

(2) Civii Twilight definition:

{3) DA NANG iocal standasrd time is GCT plus 8 hours.

The degree of illumination at

the beginning and end of Givil Twilight is such that the
trightest stars ara just visible and terrestrial objecis
san bte easily distinguished.

Terrain

(1) Bslisopter landing suitabilidy - see Appendix 1.

(2) Terrain trafficability - see Appendix 2.

(3) Trails - see Appendix &.

1-3
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5, ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF INFORMATION

a. See Appendix 1 (Intelligence Requirements) to Annex B (Intelligence)
to reference (b) as modified and applicable to the specific area of
operation,

b. Additional Intelligence Requirementss

(1) Determine the sime, location, identification, armament, and
type of VC units that normally operate in the objective area.

{2) How are VC units in the area of operations normally resupplied?

(3) What is the nature and capacity of VC camps, training centers,
storage aress, etc., located in the area? What is the purpose
for these insitailationa?

(4) Are there any indications of captured U.S. personnel having
been in the area of operation? Location? Exploitation?

(5) Is there evidense of PAVN, CHI™™'. :r other foreign advisors
gperating in the area?

(6) Bee Appendix 1 {Intelligence Requiverents) to Annex B (Intel=-
1ligenee) to veference (b) for other specific intelligence re-
quirements,

2. Orders %o Subordinate Units

{1) Conduet nermal unit recomnaissance and cbservation as set
forth in reference (o).

' {2) Report informatior as obtsined on EEIs and other intelligence
requirements by most sxpsditious means to G=2.

{3} Make every effort to capture VC/PAVN priscners and expedite
.~ %0 Diviasiorn Collection Point DA NANG.

b. DReguepts to Higher, Adjacent, a&d Sgppprting Units

{1) Commanding Gemeral, III MAF

(a) Provide, as requested, spocial serial photography on ths
area of opesration.

A
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(v) Provide current and predioted weather data that would
adversely affect the operastion during the period 20 Jan-
i0 Feb 1966, : - - L

(2) Commanding General, 18t MAW, Provide observation aircraft
for aerial reconnalsesnce snd surveillance as reguested,

MEASUFE FOR HANDLING CAPTURED PERSCNNEL, DOCUMENTS, AND MATERIEL

B,

All wallets and persanal effects of VO cesusltica will be for-
warded INTACT to (-2, Troops will bte specifically instructed
not to retain money, photographs, ID papers,; Jewelery, etc.,
resovered from VO dsad.

Every effort will be made to kesp captured documents dry or,
when wet upon vapture, io minimize affect of wetting prior o
forwarding to G-=2.

Captives found by screening to be VCOC will be expeditiously
evacuated to the Division Cecllection Point DA FANG by helicopters.

Priority I - VG Officers, key - : 3. foreigh advisors.
Pricrity II - VG NCOa, guerrilla leaders, commmications personmel.
Priorisy IIL = ALl cther VGG,

Se: paragraph 5 Arex B (Intelligenos) to refersnce (b) for

3peeific inseruciiong.

MAPS, CHARTS, AWD PHOTOGRAPHS

&, Beferensce (&) is the tactical map for this operation.
b, Map requirements will be submittsd in accordsnece with reference (o).
GOURTERINTELLIGENCE

See Appendix 2 (Cecunterintelligence) to Aunnex A (Inteiligence) %o
refaererss (L),

CONFIDENTIAL
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8. REPORTS AND DISTRIBUTION

See paregraph 8 of reference (b).

APFENDIXES s

J1 - Helicopter Suitability Study
J2 = Terrain Siudw

DISTRIBUTION: Same as OFLAN 356-65

OFFICIALS o

PN
{M}/ (ﬁjv CO""‘ : 4""‘;} ‘
GEORGE W, CARRINGTON, JR.

Gevlonel, Ue S¢ Marine Corps
G=2

A-6

@

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL WAIL

D. W. SHERMAN
Colonel; U. 8. Marine Corps
Chief of Staff
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54 Marine Davision, MMF
DA NANG, RVN
1108007, JAN 1966

CONFIDENTIAL

Appendix ! {Helicopter Suitability Study) to ‘mnex A (Intellipence) to
Operation Flan 356-65

Ref: (a) Map: VIETNAM; 1:50,7¥); 1¥5 Saries 1701, Sheets 6558 I, 6559 II,

6658 IV and 66%9 TIY

e Tone:  HOTEL

i, HKELICOPTER TANDING ZONES. {Refer to uab A}

o

b,

Landing Zone I ,
(1) Location. Centered at (ZC 157656} sdjacent o PHU HOA (1).

{2) Size. Rectangular shaped. Approximately 325 fest long uy

70 feet wide, 100f:nadbla.

(%) Capacity. Tws UH_ Mrs in line ali - ~ »31

(L) Obstacles, Low brush and scattered trees on the east and

west siaes and the north end, At the south end a hill rises
abruptly to a height of about 70 meters and is heavily
forasted with high trees,

Y
e

Surface NYeatures, The landing zone has no slope. The vegeta-
tion an Lhe area consists of grass with scattered low brush,

{67 Reference Point. Landing Zone I is situated 6300 meters

southwest of hill 1487 (2C 196705) on a magnetic azimuth of
220 degrees and 5350 meters southeast of the intersection of

the SONG YANG and SONG TANG (ZC 105671) on a magnetic azimuth
of 120 degrees,

Landing Zone II

(1) Location, Centered at (ZC 155657) approximately 950 meters
west of fuu HOA (2).

(2) Size. Rectangular shaped. Approximately 660 ot Tome by
70 Teet wide. Ui usable.

(3) Capacity, Ares will accommodate five UH-IE's and no UH~34'..

A=1-1
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(4) Obstacles, Paddy dikes with low grass and brush growing
from them, Hills with low brush and trees surround the zone.
A strand of trees located at the north end of the landing
zone,

(5) Surface Features. Consists of paddies separated by dikes.

(6) Reference Point, Landing Zone II is situated 6350 meters
southwest of hill 1487 (ZC 916705) on a magnetic azimuth o
222 degrees and 5125 meters eastsoutheast of the intersec.
tion of the SONG YANG and SONG TANG (2ZC 105671) v a magnetic
azimuth of 106 degrees.

c¢. Landing Zone 111

(1) Location., Centered at (ZC 153660) approsimately (00 meters
westsouthwest of PHU HOA (1) (2C 157656) and approximately
1050 meters southwest of PHU HOA (3) (2C 159668),

(2) Size, Rectangular shaped. Approximately 275 feet long by
112 feet wide, 100NY usable.

{3) Capacity. fTwo UH=Ik's ortwo UH-34s in line,

(L) Obstacles. Landing Zone III is generally flat, sloping
gently down at the west end, An extensive tree line is
located southwest of the zone, The remainder of the zone
is surrounded by low brush and scattered trees,

{5} Zurface reabures, Grass and low brush throughout the zone.

(6) Reference Point, Landing Zone IIT is situated 6330 meters
southwest of hill 1487 (ZC 196705) on a magnetic azimuth of
221 degrees and 4875 meters eastsoutheast of the intersection
of the SONG YANG and SONG IANG (ZC 105671) on a magnetic
azimuth of 104 degrees,

d., Landing Zone v

(1) Location. Centered at (2C 151660) 2225 meters eastsoutheast
of EANG MAY (1) (ZC 130666) and 1125 meters southwest of PHU
HOA (3) (ZC 159668).

(2) Size. Rectangular shaped. Approximately 450 fed long by
80 feet wide, 100% useable.

A=1-2
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2,

£

(3) Capacity. Four UH-IE's in line and no UH-34's.

(4) Obstacles. Low hills, heavily forested with .high trees ot
The west end of the zone. Remainder of zone consists of low
brush and scatiered trees.

(5) Surface Features, Area is flat with vegetation consisting of
low grass, : ‘

(6) Reference Point. Landing Zone IV is situated 6375 meters
southwest of hill 1487 on a magnetic azimuth of 225 degrees
and 4800 meters eastsoutheast of the intersection of ZONG YRG

and SONG TANG (ZC 105671) on a magnetic azimuth of 104 degrees,

Tanding Zone V

(1) Location. Centered at (2C 151658) approximately 2225 meters
castsoutheast of HANG MAY (1) (ZC 130666) and 1225 meters
southwest of FEU HOA (3) (7€ 159668).

(2) Size. 90 feet long by 80 fe~* wide. 100% usable.

(3) Capacity, One UH-IE and no UH-34's.

(1) Cbstacles . The landing zone is surrounded by low brush with
a tree at the northeast corner.

(5) Surface ¥Yeatures. !he landing zone is f1at and is covered
with Low grase.

(6) Reference Point. lLanding Zone V is situated 64,00 meters
southwest of hill 1487 (ZC 196705) on a magnetic azimuth of
225 degrees and 4750 meters eastsoutheast from the intersec-
tion of the 7CNG YANG and SONG IANG (2C 105671) on a magnetic
azimzth of 105 degrees,

Landing Zone VI

(1) Location, Centered at (ZC 1,4658) approximately 1650 meters
eastsoutheast of MANG MAY (1) (ZC 130666) and 1775 meters
southwest of PHU HOA (3) (ZC 159668),

{2) Size, Roughly rectangular. 760 feet long by 80 feet wide.
907 wusable.

(3) Capacity. Seven UH-IE's in line and no UH-3hts,

A-1-3
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g

(1)

(5)
(6)

Obstacles, Scattered trees surround the eastern area of the
gzone, Paddy dikes and scattered trees,

Surface Features, ILow brush on the paddy dikes,

Reference Point., Landing Zone VI is situated 700 meters
southwest of hill #1487 (2C 196705) on a magnetic azimuth of
228 degrees and 4100 meters eastsoutheast from the inter-
section of the SONG YANG and the SONG IANG (ZC 105671) on a
magnetic azimuth of 108 degrees,

“Landing Zone VIT

(1)

(2)

{3)

osone,

T

(5)

- disecting the zone.

Location., Centered at (Z0 141656) approximately 2150 meters

“Southwest of PHU HOA (3) (ZC 159668) and 1500 meters south

east of MANG MAY (2) (ZC 133670).

Size. Irregular shaped, 600 feet long by 130 feel wide.

80Z usable,

Capacity. Fight UH-IE's or sc . '7'-34%'s staggered in the

Obstacles, S

cattered trees and brush surround the area,

Surface Features. OConsists of flat paddy land with dikes

(6 Taference Point, Tanding Zone VII is situated 7325 meters

- magnetic amimnﬁgwpf 112 degrees.
Landing Zone ViIT | - | ”
(1) Logation. Centered (2C 150703) adjacent to TA PHENG village

(2)

(3)

southwest of hill 1487 (2¢ 196705) on a magnetic azimuth of
229 degrees and 3850 meters eastsoutheast from the intersec-
tion of the SONG YANG and the SONG IANG (ZC 105671) on a

Lol

and approximately 3700 meters north northease of MANG MAY
(1) village (ZC 133670) and 3650 meters north northwest of
PHU HUA (3) village (2C 159668).

Size, Oval shaped,; 330 feet long axis and 275 feet short

axis. 907 usible.

Capacity, Area will accnmmodate five UH=IE's or three UH=%'s, -

A=1-4
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{4)

(5)

(6)

Obstacles, Obstacles within landing zone consist of a tree
and some brush. A U-shaped tree line and a stream border the
west and north sides of gzone. Low brush and rice paddies
border the south and east sides. .

Surface Features., Consists of grass and soil; area is prob-
ably an abandoned dry crop field.

Reference Point, Landing Zone VIII is situated 000 meters
wost of BA NA Mt (ZC 205705) on a magnetic azimuth of 269
degrees, and 4300 meters northeast of the junction of the
TAM VAO stream and the TAM KHO stream (ZC 127667) on a

magnetic azimuth of 34 degrees,

i, Landing Zone IX

Je

(1)
(2)

(3)

in)

Location, Centered at (AT 843724) adjacent to TUNG SON.

Size. Rectangular shaped. Approximately 130 feet long by
70 feet wide. 90% usdble. .

Capacity. Cne UH-IE and no Lr-34's,

Obstacles. Low brush on the east and west side snd northern
end. Extensive tree line along eastern side and northern
end, Scattered low brush extending from center to the north-

weat,

=) Sopface eatures, The vegation in the zone consists of
erot o wiug suadbered low brush,
P oveferanue o oaut, Tanding Zone IX is situated 2900 meters

notheast of hiLll 99% (AT 821705) on a magnetic azimubh of
GL5 desvees and §600 meters south of hill 270 (AT 8L4710)
on & megnetic azimuth of 185 degrees. :

Landing Zone X

(1)
(2)
(3)
(&)

Locabion. Centered at (AT 844723) adjacent to TUNG SON.
Size. Square shaped, 125 feet by 125 feet. 901 usable. .
Capacity. Three UH-IE’s and one UH-34.

Obstacles. Low brush and scattered trees on the east and

wect sides., Thick low brush at the north end and a cluster
of brush near the certer of the zone.

A=1=5H
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(5) Surface Features, The landing zone has no slope, The vegeta-
tion in the area consists of grass and scattered low brush,

(6) Reference Point. Landing Zone X is situated 2900 meters
northeast of hill 995 (AT 821705) on a magnetic azimuth of
0L5 degrees and 1700 meters south of hill 270 (AT 8LL7L0) T
on a magnebic azimuth of 180 degrees.

Landing Zone X1

{1) Location. Centered at (AT 845722) adjacent to TUNG SON.

(2) Size. Roughly rectangular shaped, 400 feet long by 250
feet wide. 100Y usable.

(3) Capacity. Fifteen UH-IE's and seven UH-3L's.

(i) Obstacles. The landing zone is surrounded by low brush.
Scattered trees line the eastern side with an estensive tree
iine located from the west side to the south end. One tree
approximately 20 feet high is _..°ted in the northeast cor-
ner of the gone.,

(5) Surface Features. The landing zone is flat cultivated land
with patches of low grass,

(6) Reference Point. Landing Zone XI is situated 2950 meters
northeast of hill 995 (AT 821705} on a magnetic azimuth of
0L5 degrees and 1800 meters £from nill 270 (AT 8L4TLO)
on a magnetic azimuth of 180 degrees.

Landing Zone XI1

(1) Location, Centered at (AT 844722) adjacent to TUNG SON.

(2) Size. Rectangular shaped. 500 feet long by 250 feel wide,
90% usable. '

(3) Capacity. Twelve UH-IE!S and seven UH-34's,

(1) Obstacles. Thick brush and scattered trees on tie west and
east side and south end, Extensive brush line running gen~
erally northwest to southeast is half way through the center
of the zone,

(5) Surface Features. The landing zone is flab cultivabted land
with patches of low grass.

A=f=b
CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

(4) Reference Point. Landing Zone XII is situated 2850 meters
northeast of hill 995 (AT B821705).on a magnetic azimuth of
0L5 degrees and 1800 meters south of hill 270 (AT 84L4740)
on a magnetic azimuth of 180 degrees, :

m. Landing Zone A, (Medical evacuation/resupply by hoist only)
(1) Location. Landing Zome A is located at (AT 827712).
(2) 5ige. Roughly square. 30 feet by 30 feet.
(3) Capacity. None. Hover only.

(L) Obstacles, Extensive tree line enclose all sides. Tall
brush throughout the area,

(5) Surface Features. The landing zone is located on a slope.
Tall brush and grass cover the surface.

(6) Reference Point, Landing Zone A is situated 995 meters
northeast of nill 995 (AT 82i7.3) on a magnetic azimuth of

040 degrees and 3300 meters southwest of hill 270 (AT 844740)
on a magnetic azimuth of 215 degrees.

(NOTE: Information obtained from photographs dated 30 August 1965 and
27 Octobor 1965 and vegetation in the landing zone is subject
to seasonal changes.

The information in this study is compiled by S-2, 3d Recon Pn.)

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERHAL WALT

D. W. SHERMAN
Colonel, U, S. Marine Corps
Chief of Staff
- TAB: VA - Helicopter Landing Zone Suitability Overlay
DISTRIBUTION: Same as OPLAN 356-65
OFFICTAL:
%UAW“}\ .
ORGE W, CARRINGTON, JR.
Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
G2
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34 Marine Division, F9F
DA NANG; RVN
110800Z JAN 1966

Appendix 2 (Terrain Study) to Annex A (Intelligence)to Qperation Plan 356-65

Reis (a) Mapss VIETNAM; 13500005 AMS Series L-701,; Shests 6558 I, 6559 1I,
6658 IV and 6659 III

Time Zomes HOTEL

1, GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE AREA

a. Topograpayy. Ses reference (&) and Tab A (Terrain Anelysis Overlsy).

{1) General Bituation.

(a) Beliefs The area of operation is divided by one long nar-

row valley oriented east and west. The valley is paralieled
on the south by a high ridge reaching %800 feet to 4000 feet.
This ridge is broken midwsy by & small north-south valley.
The portion of the area no~*" 5f the valley is a unit of com-
Jiex woumtaine ¥ith peaks ranging oo 4613 fect. The slopes
of ai: the mountains and ridges ars steep.

Lrainage: The drainage forms a complex patiern flowing gen-
erally from the south and east through the complex of moun-

taing %0 a main stream which drains to the west through the

sa6t-weat valley.

(c) Yegetations Dense rain forest with cenopies in exsess of

100 feet ~over the mountains and ridges. Bamboo patches,
along with a few, very smail cultivated areas, cover mosi
of the walley floocr. The eastern approashes to the valley
somplex conteins forssted hills and plains, with numerocus
ssttiements of houses and ricefields.

(2) Ares Terrain Analysis, See Tab A (Terrain Analysis)

(a)

Area 4. Consista of plains, with slopes of less than 10%.
Iitsle  grass; with thin shrubs and scattered trees.
Gultivated land, which includes s few ricefields and thin
hedgerows of shrubs snd trees. A emall clustering of
grave mounds are present in the area. Soilas are ccmmonliy
fir@; but miry during end for two or thres daye foliiowing
rains of sn inch or more. Ricefields in the srea are mly
firm during and immediately following the hauvest.

4-2-%
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(b)

dres B. Nearly flat sandy plains with long narrow marshes
and small wet depressions. Slopes in this area are generally
less tham 10%. Dense to sparse shrubs., Scattered ricefields
are located adjacent to the marshes and in the depressions,
Fumerous grave mounds. Soils are moderately firm, btut miry
during and briefly following rains of one inch or more. Rice-
fields are firm only during and immediately following the
harvest. Marshes and depressions are pererinially miry.

(c) Area C. Comsists of paddy land with a network of deep, steep-

(a)

(e)

(£)

banked streams:, carale, and ditches. Ricefields in the area
ars separabed by easlh dikes one or two feet high., There are
some voad embankments. Numerous settlements with houses sur-
roundsd by thick hedges «f shrubs and treea. There are nany
clusters of closely spaced grave mounds in the wioinity of
the village, 8uils sre ilonded ard miry most of the time;
fire one to two months frllowing the rice harvest, which
started in September. Counditions of adjacent rice paddies
are Osy-rdsnt uniy “hoe *ype of tillage practice followed.

Area D. Forested hills and plains with ¢losely spaced “ices,
entwined wi'n woody vines and denae undergrowth. There arc
some arzas 5§ hlcK shiuos, - ons narrow, steep walled
valleys T S A N S OVALE RN % A SVRRETR T S A

Areg E. M- .. und wooky diioc. This evea consists of

highly disse-ved 1ans and rough surfaces. The terrain is
commonly forested; Ry hille,; roweveyx; are sparsely wooded.
There are numor nayrow; stesp-walled valleys, gorges and
ravines locatsd in the srea,

Area Fo Oomsists of fiab plains with bamboo patches, thick

shrubs end treea, Long narrow marshes and wet depressions in
evidsnee. Smzlil, and scatiersed,; arcas of cultivation. Yoils
are moderately firm but mizry during and for ons o two days
following rairs of cre inth or mors,

. MILITARY ASFECTS OF TEE AREA

8, QObstasies.

(1)'Area A. FAIR movement for tru ko and tanks when the ground is
firm;, becoming UNSUITABLE for trucks and POOR for tanks when the
goil is miry., OGeneral movemsnt is hindered by grave mounds,
hedgerows, treas; and ricefieides. Foot troop movement is only
slightly hinderad by sowub, but is slowed in the flooded rice-
fields,

CONFIIENTIAL
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(

(

2) Arema B. Conditions are POOR for trucka and FAIR for tanks when
the ground is firm, becoming UNSUITAELE for trucks and POOR for
tanks when the soil is mixy. Mcvemsnt of tmucks through the
altivated ard grassy arsas in tortuous. Tanks ave mainly hin-
dered by forests and hedges. Gensral movement in the ricefields
is only feasibla when the ground is fimm. Foot itrcops are hin-
dered by %is thisk scrub, forests, and flooded ricefislda.

3) Ares 7, UNSUITAELE for trucks and tanks; becoming POOR when the
ground is iarm. Mpvement is seversly comparimented by sireams,
sanals ang ditches, Trucks are hindered by dikes and rozd om-
dankments ard by the hedges in and around the settiementis. Grave
mounds are sbatacles to. general movement. Foot troops movement
wiil be #iowad by scrub and densge foreasts,

(4) Area D. UNSUITABIE for trucks sud tankas, vement 18 previuded

By slosely spaced vrees: Foot troop movement 1s difficull bhxdugh
ubdergeow i and 8orub.

(5) Area E, UNSUITABLE for trucks and temks. Movement is precluded

by steep slopes and rough, hesvily vegetated surfaces. Movement
of foot troops will be extremsly aslow; due to rough surfaces,
heaviiy vegssated aroeas, and o> . sinpes,

S Ayea P, URSUITABLE for trucks and tanks. Off trail movemsn: ol
00 s ~o00pe walil be exivemely sidw due to heavily wvegetatsd aicav.

Covsr srnd Conceanlment.

(1) Ares &, ¥irtually no cever. Loeal smover from fiat trajeclory

%

(

five is &« jovded by the greve mounds in the area: Consealment
from the aiy 18 virteally non-sxistent for either wvehicles and
PETsOLIeL, exnept for that provided by the hedgsrows. FPOCR con-
ceaimant of perscnnel from ground otservation affevded by grsve
wounds and hedgerows, Virtually no concsaiment from goouvnd ob-

servation V'GP veRivisd.

2) Arsa B, POOR cuwer from flat trajectory weapoms affordsd bty
atresms bamks and surfacs irrvegularities. FAIR concesliucai of
perasomnel and vehicles from air and gound observation is af-
forded By fovests, sorubs and hedges, stream bsrk®, nouses and
gurface irregularities provide soms conccalment of personnel
from ground cheervaiion.

3) Area €, Virtually no 6ovsy availabie. There 1s some covey
from flat trajestory fire afforded by grave mounds, Toad <in-
bsnkmenta, dikes and steep banks of streams, casnals and
ditohes, POOR conocsalment of personnel from ground observalids
by houses, hedges, grave mounds, dikes, hanks of atreams and
ditches. Virtually no concealment for vehieles from air or
ground obeervaetion,

A4-2.3
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{4} Axen D. FAIK {0 GOOD cover from flat trajectory weapons is pro-

vided by ='esp walia of valleys and ravines., GOOD concealment of
cis8 and persomnel from air observation is providsd by a for-
canopy. GOOD concealment from ground obssrvation is afforded
by tie denss undergrowth and sorub,

5 Fo GOOD cover from flat trajectory fire affordsd by steep
vpes and walls of ravines, gorges and valleye. VERY GOOD com-
czalment {rir air observation is provided by a high, dense for-
eu% cancpy. FAIR 30 GOOD convealment fram ground observation by
undergrowth and sgrab.

{6} An

FAXR cover from flat ivvajectory weapons is afforded by
i s acs lrrewularitiss, 00D zonssalment fi

i Ny bessy llaergredth and zoambe

Ce ArGantod o Mpproacie  Use raference (a) and Tsb B (Trail Overlay ).

A
T S SRR Fepiw TN A Y e S M
L L avd By ee=C 9 0 Recon B, ¥

EI COMM ST GF MAJOR GENEFRAL WaLT

D. W. SHERMAN
Ooiunel; U. 8. Marins Corps
Chief of Svaff

DidTRIFITYON T Zone an

CiFICIAL:

I ; / 7
4K O
GIORGE W, CARRINGTON, J3,
Colonel, U. 8, Mawins Corps
G=2
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3d Marine Division (Rein), FMF
DA NANG, EVN
Ser No: '00/22-4"05.

(§i1Z060H  December 1965
SEGRET

Operation Plan 357-65

Ref: (a) Maps: VIEINAM 1:50,000 AMS Series L701, Shest 6658 IV
(b) Div Opn Order 343-65
(c) GG, 3dMarDiv 1tr 3:DPW:3jjw over 3120,1 Ser No 00150-65 of 27 Nov 1965
(d) Div0 02000,1C (COT) o

tine Zonss Hotel
Task Organization: Annex A (Task Organization)
1. SITUATION ' ' o
a. Enemy Forces. Amnex B (Intelligence) ‘&nd ISUM's as issued,
b, Friendly Forces
(1) Reference (b),

(2) QUANG NAM Special Sector will provids forces to conduct & coor=
dinated eperatien/blocking forces, ' :

c, Attackments and Detachments. Effec}sivé 0800 D-1 :

2, MIS9ION. 34 Marine Division (Rein) at H-Hour on DuDay conducts cperations in
gtc:uth central porticn of DA NANG TAOR to search for and destroy Viet Com~ fam-an
gone,

3. EXECUTION,

4 Zoncept of Oporation. Annex C (Concept of Operation).
b. Nipth Mapipes,

(1) Commencing at E-Hour on DDay conduct operations in zons to search
for and destroy Viet Cang forces therein, Annex D (Operation Overlay).

. {2) Provide blocking forces as required to prevent Viet Cong movement
out of wne,

(3) Make maximum use of small units to find and fix the Viet Cong in zone.

(4) Make maximin use of artillery to destroy the Viet Cong in zone.

el
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(8) In coordination with ARVN Forces, prevent use of rivei-/waterways
in zone, by other than friendly forces,

c, T Marine

(1) Priority of fires to Ninth Marines during this operation.

— d. Eirst Amphibiap Tractor Battalion

(1) Provide LVTP.5's as required for river crossing.
(2) Provide LVTH-6's as required for operation.
¢. Coordinating instructions

(1) HeHour and D-Day as designated by CO, Ninth Marines, but not later
than 10 January 1966,

(2) Use of riot control agents authorized.
(3) Attachments effective 0800 D.l. |

(4) Direct liaison between commanders cancerned is authorized on receipt.
(5) Unclassified cods name is: BIG LODGE,

— 4, ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS

2, Supply

(1) Goneral - FLSG is the initial sevrce for Class I, ITI, IV.and V,
Resupply from FLSG as required,

(2) Presoribed Load
Class I ~ - 1 day MCT w/fuel per man,

Class II . Combat essential equipment as prescribed by commander.r

== Class III - Vehicle tanks full, 5 gal cans full and mounted on
vehicles. L days speeial oils and lubricants.

Class IV - La presczribad by commander.
Class V - Bagic allowance,

Medical - Full initial allowance plus threa days high usage
Supplies 1tenms, ) A
Water = 2 canteens per man. All water cans full.

2 SEGRET
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(1) Evacuation - Four hour evacuation policy,
(a) By most expeditious means ‘o Company "C", 3d Medical Battalion,

‘ (b) Weapons and organigational equ:!.pmént will be evacuated with
casual tiss,

(e) VCC/VCS and indigenous eivilian personnel, for emergency life
saving surgery only, to Company "C", 3d Medical Battalion,

(2) Hospitelization - As determined by CO, 3d Medical Battalion
c. Personnel |
(1) Casualty reporting in accordance with .Divo 3040,24,

() Commencine ™1 submit Parsonnel. Dailv Summary as of 2400H DDay by
1200H following day in aoccordence with Div0 1080,3,

(3) Routine administration in accordance with current directivea.

(4 ) Graves Registration - KIA will be evacuated through medical evacus-
tion prescribed in paragraph 4,b, sbove, '

8 = In accordance with C3, 3dMarDiv 1908462

171 palt A0 )

RADLUe0 rgrssmal 2.1 L2
October 1965 and Div0 PB0J,1E, |

o, Miscellaneons

(1) Upiform and equipnent as preseribed by cormander.

(2) Items of captured material that cannot be made serviceable or
evacuated will be destroysd on authority this Headquarters, ‘

(3) Ciwi) Affaire - In accordance with Div0 5080,1.

P, Minth Karines authorized direct liaison with ARVN units as required
through QUANG NAM Special Sector. Request assistance from this Headquarters
88 necessary, N ‘ o ‘

¢o Cormand Post. Notify this Headquarters where and when established,

3 - ‘ SECRET
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A - Task Organization
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BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT:
D. W. SHERMAN
Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps

Chief of Staff

B - Intelligence (To be issued)

C - Concept of Operation

o D.. Operation Overlay

DISTRIBUTION:

CMC (A03) -
CMCS (MCEC)
CG, FPMFPac
G, IT1I MAF
oG, PMawW
ADC CMD GRP
3 Marinss
12th Marines
gth Marines
“ 3 Recon Bn
_ 3 Engr Bn
- 3d Tank Bn
— 1lst AnTrac Bn
‘ 1st Bn, 12th Marines
FLSG
G-1
G2
Ge3
G-4
CEQ
3 Med Bn
3d MT Bn
S&C

HoNoN
(o]

Hiuw Wi n
e

¥

3D AT Bn

s, DY R DD IV L WL IO W W WW

]

a WICKON) . . :
nel, U. S. Marine Corps

¥

.e r
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3d Marine Uivigion (Rein), FMF

DA NANG. RVN

- Dscember 1965

Annex A (Task Organization) to Operation Order 357-65

Ref: Kone
Timqé Zone: Hotel
(ALL ATTACHMENTS EFFECIIVE 0800H D-1}

oth Marines (Rein)

Co____, 3d ATBn

Co____, 3d TankBn

—Flt, Ge_., 3d EngrBn
et1t, Co____, 34 MTBn

Ma jGen WALT
Col GORMAN

BY: COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT:.

DI Ko

D, W. SHERMAN
Colensl, U. S. Marine Corps

Chicf. of Staff
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3d Marine Uivision (Rein), FMF
DA NANG, HVK

1812008 December 1965
~ Ser Nos: 000L72-65
SECRET
Annex C (CGoncept of Operation) to Operation Order 357-65
Ref: {(a) Maps: VIETNAM 1:500,000 AMS Series L70L, Sheets 5658IV
(b) CG, 3dMarfiv 1tr 3:DPW:jjw over 3120.1 Ser No 00150-65 dtd 27 Nov 1965
Tims Zone: Hotel
1, MISSION, 3d Marine Division (Bein) at H-Hour on D-Day conducts operations in

south central portion of DA NANG TAOR to search for and destroy Viet Cong forces.
in Zone,

2. Geperal Plagp
2, See Reference {b) and Amex D (Operation Overlay).

b. Commsnsing &% H-Hour on D-Dey, % Marine Division forces conduct search
and destroy operationm as follows: .

{1) Attack socuth in 9th Marines zone, seize Hill 55 (AT 9661).

{2} Cn order, cross the SONG AT NGHIA, and continue search and destroy
operation sast in sone..

(3) On order, continue search and destroy opsration morth in sone to -
MLR positicos., :

3. Concestual Dstalls, As visualiged, the above- concept is the application of
the followling deteiliss

2, A therough and detailed search of all natural and man-made possible
places of Viet Cong concealment, particularly when contact is established, These
places inciude, but are not limited tes

{1} Caves and tumsls, .
2} Buildings and huts.

) {3) Flelds and paddies (Particularly those with four foot or higher
growth), ‘

(4) Colverts and ditches,

t. The rapid employment of small units in blocking positions to find and fix
the VC for destruction by srtillery end/or air,

C-1 : : . SECRET
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c. Maximum use of artillery to destroy the V€ when located,

d. The use of ARVN Forces to block at the confluence of the SONG YEN and
SONG AT NGE[A and when required south of Route 14,

e, The use of riot cont.rol -agents to - clear tumnels and caves, and those
hamlets/villages wherein the VC are u.sing the civilians for protection.

f. The ums of all availa'ble psychological warfare means to minimize non-
combatant casualties.

g. The use of a published tactical decentirn plan.

h. The use of amtracs, including LV!K-G’-. to assist the crossing of
rivers/waterways, .

i. Prevent thewse of waterways/rivers in zone during the eperation, by
other than friendly ftorces,

J» A minimum of 96 hours to complete ihe operation.

BY COMMAKD OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT:
D. W. SHERMAN
, Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps

Chief of Staff
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SECRRT - o o el T 0 34 Mardne Division (Rein)
oo ‘ ‘ ' DA NANG, RVN - C

| Ser. No, - 0017 a
241200Z December 1965

Operation Order 353-55‘
“ef: (&) DivOp Ordor 34365 (ﬁx’/wdsj
(b) IIT MAF OpCrder 305-66 .~
Short Title: PHUNG-SU
(e) Biv0 02000,1C (C.0.I.)
vime Zopro:  Holel.

% Orgenigation. No Chenge,

1. SITUATIOH
a, Epemy Forces, See current ISIMS,

b. Fricndly Forces.

(1) Reference (e).

(2) Designated Fopuler Force (PF) platoons will be placed under OPCON

3d Marine Division, Reference (b),

2, MISSION, 3d Marine Division exercises operational control over designated
PP platoons, and conducts integrated opcrations consistent with the PF basic
mission for the twofold purpose of assisting PF combat effectiveness in
their local enviromnnment and assis’tinp 3d Marlne D:Lvis:mn operations in
renl ATreaR,

AR
.

ZXECUTION.

a. ancepﬁ. Annex A (Concept of Ope,ration)

be Infeniry fiegimen'bq.

(D Aq sume O“COY c; PF umts as aasig‘ned. o

(2) pssign onme (1) T/0 Rifle Squad (Rein) to each assigned PF‘platgan.

(3) Provide training to PF units, consistent with the mission ¥nd
as outlined in Annex B (Training of PF units),

[ SECRET
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A Be‘pfepared to support assigned PF with reinforcing/counter—
attack forces in TACR, ' : ’ ’

(5) Be prepesred to provide supporting amms, to include helicopters,

close air support and artillexy, to PF assigned tactical missions,

Coordinating Instructions

(1) Marine rifle squads will be carefully screened to ensure that
mature Marines with a complete understanding of Us-Vietnamese
relationships are assigned to this program. '

(2) Marine rifle squads will be reinforced with one radio operator
with a AN/PRC~10 redio, one hospitalman, and one interpreter.

(3) The Marine Rifle Squad will be integrated into the PF platoom,

with the squad lesder acting as advisor o the PF platoon commander.

(4) Maintain close and continuogswlgaison‘yithvvillagg and district
chiefs snd the US advisor at respective District Headquartrwe,

{5) Popular Force pletoons are designed primarily to provide lou: 1

" defense of village/vital/local installationss Therefore, all
" sctions of the Marine Rifle Squad must contribute to the
accomplishment of the PF missions '

8., Adminigtration, No change.

b

“logistics. Infentry Reglments provide ioéiéiicai7éﬁ§§0rtwwifﬁ1ﬁ

capabilities.

Reports

(1) Upon initial assumption of OPCON Popular Forces report:
(2) Popular Forces location, ~

(b) Mission assigned by District Chief, ~

{¢) wew mission’assigncd, | |

(¢) Popular Force Commander's name,

DECLASSIFIED
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(e} Strength of unit.
(£) Amount and type of weapons and equipment,
(g) Submit written report on weekly basis as of 1800H Wedresday.
to arrive G-3, 3d Marine Division not later than 1200H Thursday,
~ Heport must summarize previous week's activitles to include:
_ 1o Summary of operations conducted and results.
2. Training conducted (type/hours).
3+ Problems encountered,

4Le Eveluation of progress,

5, QOMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS.

a, Communications

(1) In accordance with reference (c).

(2) Insure Marine rifle squads operating with PF are assigned call
signs and frequencies ~f the infantry battalion in whose TAOR
they are physically lcc ted. FProvide frequancies/ball signs toO
Marine/FF units as required.

be CP locationg., No change.

co  Command Relatjonships. Infantry Regiments assume OPCON of agsigned;
Popular Force platoons. | : :

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT:

R

D. W. SHERMAN
Colonel, Us 5. Marine Corps
SR * Chief of Staff
-ANNEXES ¢ e
A~ Concept of Operations
B~ Training of Popular Forces
. DISTRIBUIION: "Dt PLUS - . . =
T ‘ MG - 2 GG, IIL MAF 5
CMCS 2  SA, T CORPS 5

CG, FMFPAG 2 ~3- SECRET
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. . 3d Marine Division (Rein)

DA NAKG, RVN
2412002 Dec 1965

Annex A {Concept of Operations) to Operatioﬁrdi&er 35865

Ref:

(&) Mapss VIETNAM 1:50,000 Serles L701

Time Zone: Hotel

lo MIGSION, 34 Marine Division assumes operational control of designated
Tcrular Force platoons to improve the coordination and tactical employment
o. FF units, : ~ 3 o

2+ CONCEPT

Eq

b

Ce

de

Popular Force platoons are assigned the mission of providing defense
of their village ares and other locel installations within the Digtrict
area, The PF inherently have =n intimate working knowledge of the
village and hamlet complercs, district, village and hemlet officals,
local govermmdnt, and local inbabitants. Further, the PF normally

has opersated over the terrain in the surrounding area communicating
with the local populace thereby gaining some insight into the tactical
and political operations of the local VC unit,

In exemining the overall spectrum of two important aspects of
Guerrilla Warfare, namely, Population Control and Food/local Resource
Control, we find that a combinatior of Popular and Marine forces

are ideslly suited to assuming responsibility for these tasks in
those areas previously cleared of organized VC resistance. Marine
units are thereby allowed grester freedom of action to expand their
operations, assured that ready forces are controlling the village
area to their rear.

The program must be approached from & stendpoint of mutual concern
and mutual cooperation between PF and Mafrines, combining telent,
personnel and effort toward a common goai - defeat of the VC,

OPCON of FF/Marine units should be placed at the appropriste level,
consistent with the missions, where these units will be continuously

operatinge
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o, Commanders will insure that the employment of PF is within the
mission set forth in sub~paragraph a, above,

DISTRIBUTION: "C' Plus
CMC
CMCS-
CG, FMFPAC
GG, ITI MAF
SA, I CORPS

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENFRAL WALT:
D. W. SHERMAN
Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps

Chief of Staff
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3d@ Marine Division (Rein)

DA WAKG, RVN
2/1200Z Dec 1965

Annex A {Concept of Operations) to Operation Order 358-65

Ref: (s) Maps: VIETNAM 1:50,000 Series L701

Time Zone: Hotel

1, MISSION, 34 Merine Division assumes operational control of designated
~ Tcruler.Foree platoons to. improve the coordination and tactical employment

- 24  CONCEPT

~ Populer Eéréé p1§£ooh§fare:éééignégiﬁhé-miééioq of providing defense
‘of their villsge aréa and other local installations within the District

ares, The PF inherently have an: intimate working knowledge of the

" village and hamlet complezcs, district, village end hamlet officals,

b,

Ce

de.

local govermmeny, end locsl inhabitents, Further, the PF normally
has operated over the terrain in the surrounding area cormunicating

with the local populace thereby gaining some ingight into the tactical
and political operations of the local VC unit.

In exemining the overall spectrum of two lmportant aspects of
Guerrilla Warfare, namely, Population Control and Food/Iocal Resource
Control, we find that a combination of Popular and Marine forces .
are ideelly suited to assuming responsibility for these tasks in
those areas previously cleared of organized VC resistance, Marine
units are thereby allowed greater freedom of action to expand their
operations, assured that ready forces are controlling the village
area to thelr rear. ‘

The progrem must be approached from a standpoint of mutual concern
end mutual cooperation between PF and Matires, combining talent,
personnel and effort toward a common goa. - defeat of the VC,

OPCON of PF/Marine units should be placed at the eppropriate level,
consistent with the missions, where these units will bevcontinuously

operatinge.
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e, Commanders will insure that the employment of FF is within the

mission set forth in sub-paragraph a. above,
BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT:

D. W. SHERMAN
Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps

Chief of Staff

DISTRIBUTION: "D Plus
CMC

- T EMeS
CG, FMFPAC
G, III MAF
SA, I CORPS
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" '3d Marine Division {Rein)
DA NANG, RVN ‘
2412007 Dec 1965

~ ANNEX B (Training of Poﬁul&r Forces) to Operation Order 358-65

Time Zome: Hotel .
1, Treining for PF platoons will be conducted by the Marine squad supporting
the PF, It is realized that the largest percentage of instruction will
of ncceessity be conducted through an interpreter and is time consuming.

However, the Marine squad should do their utmost to produce a combat
ready PF unit capable of dealing with and defeating the VC forces.

) 2. Treining will consist of the below listed subjects:
a, Nomenclature, stoppages and immediate action snd care and cleaning
oft U, S. Carbine Cal, 30; Us 5. Rifle Cal, 30 M=1l; U. S, Pistol
Cal, 45 and the Browning Autometic Rifle,
be Marksmanship. v
ce Amoush Techniques,
de Scouting and Petrolling.

ee Small unit formations, fireteamm and squad,

fy First Aig, Field Sanitation and Perconal Hygiene.

go Tactics of the Rifle Squad ( Offensive and Defensive).

hy Hand end Rifle Greneadcs. *

i, 4&ssault Fires.

- Je HelicdbﬁéifOpéféﬁidhs’ﬁd"inéIﬁﬁéfféﬁiiiériiéﬁEEEWiﬁ”lda&ihg'aﬁd un~
loadinge.

ke Use of the Compesss and Basic Map Reading,

1, Rifle Platoon in the attack and defense.

ne Hand and Arm Signals. o - S S |
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3« Reorganize the PF Platoon to conform with the organization of a Marine
Rifle Platoon. '
BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL WALT:
D, W. SHERMAN
Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
N Chief of Staff
 DISTRIBUTION: DM Plus- |
L _CMC_ N _ IS
---CMCS - 2
CG, FMFPAC 2
CG, III MAF &
SA, I CORFS 5



