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SECOND EKDORSEMENT on @0, lstBn, 3d Mar 1t JJ3/d4dh
3120 aed 18 Apr 1966 ' r 1tr 3/JJJ/4dh over

Prom: Gommanding Generel, 3d Marine Division (Rein) ¥MF

To: aommand1n§ General, U, S. Military Assistance
Command, Vietnam

Via: Gomnand{ng Generel, IXI Marine Amphibicus Force

Subj: Operation ORANGE, After Action Report

Ref: (a) COMUSMACY Directive No 335-8

~?,, Readdressed and forwarded in accordance with reference
al,

+ Comments conecerning recommendations oontained in the
basic report are set forth balow, ;

; paps., Photo reproduction of o
maps 18 Ty. Pre , map suprlies are adequate v
to provide distribution down to squad level urnon request, o

bs Relieving batis . ponsibili-
m’ 8 advantares ol ng & battalion o e UR
irity responsibilities when tactically employed beyond

anyagsigned sector are recognised, However, such is most
frequently not possible due to the limited availability of
foroés to meet both defensive and offenaive committments,
By task organising an infantry battalion may be divided
inte two task organizations; an offensive tactical command
group headquarters capable of ceordinating and eontrolling i
supporting arms together with two or more company maneuver .
elemente; and a defensive sommand headquarters capable of A
commanding and coordinltin’urﬁnpanioa or elements retained :
in the defensive sector arther, by such pre-planned task
organising, each battalion has the capability of providing y
& oombat f&rce on short notice to meet contingency require- ‘
mente without major redispesition of forces within the

TAOR. This concept Eractieod in the 3d Marine Division

for an extended porlo‘ of time, makes a maximum number of
forces available for offeneive action, retains corvand
continuity in the assigned defensive sector, and insures

the protection of vital areas. However, it must be recoz- -
nised that such procedure severely limits the capability of

an infantry battalion to condust sustained offensive

operations, ,
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(1) Remotes for the AN/PRC-25 are'programmed for
distribution to Division units during June, 1966.

(2] The comment conesrning mutual intsrference
betwsen AN/PRC-25 radios is she first report of this type
diffieulty. Locally centrolled tests to determine the
degres of mutual interferencé bdetwsen AN/PRC-25 radios have

subsequently been conducted and the results have shown
negligible interference. This problem area will continue
to be ronitored.

W. B. KYLE
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HEADQUARTERS 1 6 9 9 6 6
1gt Battelion, 3d Marines

C HLES 33 Marine Division (Reinf), FIF

3D MARINES

Ot30oLL

From?

Toz

Vies
Bubj?

Ref':

FPO Sen Framoisoo, 96502
3/3JT/ddn

3120 '
18 April 1966

Commanding Officer

Commanding General, Third Marine Division

b
o

Commanding Officer, Third Marines
Combat Operations After &ction Report
3&% DivO 3100.1B

Reg!'t0 3120.1B
3@ MerDiv OpnO 383-66

(d) Map, VIET NAM, 1150,000, AMS Series L701, Sheets
6558 I, 6558 II, 6658 III, 6658 IV ‘

Encl: §1§ st Bn, 3d Mar Opn0 303-66 -~/F

2
3

_ 8taff Journal, Operation ORANGE 1-11 April 1966
,Chronology of events, "B" Compeny major engagement with

enemy 2-3 April 1966

1o Operation ORANGE, Battalion(~)(Reinf) Search and Destroy/Security
operation. ‘

2.

Do

.xi‘

Ao

010700E - 1118%5H April 1966

OUANG NAM Province, QUANG NAM Special Sectors.

19t Buttalion, 3d Marines

H&S Compemy(-)
Compeny B
Compeny D
Company D 1/4
Company I, 3/3

Compeny L, 3/3

34 Marinesg h\
Copy 4 _ofp

LtCol R.R. DICKBY I1l
Capt J. GILLMAN

Capt R.W, HUNT

Cept B.M. SUMMBRLII
Capt J« TULLY

Capt GARLNER

Capt IEE

1 P
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Btry A, (=), 18t Bn, 11th Mar Capt R. SEED

W Btry(~), 1st Bn, 12th Mer . Cept CEERR .

T T
W Btry(-), 24 Bn, 12th Mar Capt FRANKENBERGER, ;. .. .-

5. DiSK QRGANIZATION

st Bn, 34 Marf-—){Reinf) LItCol DICKEY
B&S Co(-){Reinf Capt GILLMAN

Uet, Interpretsr, ARVN

Det, CITT

8qd, M’ Co, Hqs Bn 3d Marliv

Sqd(~), Sniper Plat, Ha Co, 3d Max

Det, Dog Flat

Det, EOD

Det(-), HST 3d & Bn

Det, ISO, Hq Bn, 3d Marliv

24 Plat, Co B, 3d Recon Bn

Co B(Reinf) Capt HUNT

Co B
Det, H&S CO(")

Det, Med Flat

Det, Comm Plat

Det, Intel Seo

FAC Tm
Sqd, 2d Ylat, Co A, 3d ng Bn
Det, HST, 3d 5 Bn
Det, T90, Hg Bn 3d MaxrDiv
Arty ¥0 Tm, Btry A, 1st Bn 11th Mar
Det, Inter ARVN

Go. D(iteinf) Capt SUMMERLIN
Co 4
Deb, H&S Co(-)
Det, Med ilet
Det, Comm Flat
Det, Intel SBec
PLC Tm
Sec, 81mm Mort Plat(-)
Sqd, 2d Vlat, Co 4, 34 Eng Bn
‘Det, HST, 3d S Bn
Dok, 150, Hq Bn 3d MerDiv
De's, Sniper Plat, Hg Co 3d Mar
Det, Inter ARVN
Plat, 768th Co ARVN CRF
irty FO Tm Btry 4, 1s% Bn 11th Mer

T— 2 . QUTIDET
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' o D(Reinf) 1st Bn, 1et Mar Cept TULLY
Co D ‘ ‘ o

Det, H&S Co(~) 1st Bn, 1t Mar
Det, Med Plat ‘

Det, H&S Co(-) 1st Bn, 34 Mar
Det, Comm I'lat
Det, Intel Sec :
1st Sce 81m Mort Flat(-)

Sqd, 2d Plat(=), Co 4, 3 Eng BEn

Dgt, HST, 3d SL Bn

Det, ]bg Ylet

Det, Inter ARVN

FiC Tm, H&S Co(-), 2d Bn 3d Mar

irty FO Tm, Btry B(=) 1st Bn 12th Mar

81mm Mort Plat(= GySgt NELSON
d ¥lat Co &, 3d 16t Lt WALLS
Direct Support MW" =)(Rein st Bn 12th Mer Capt DREW

442 ¥n, Mort Biry(-) ‘
T'lat, Btry (=), 1st Bn 1ith Mar

2=9 Ap{il 1966 '

0 inf), 34 Bn, 34 Mar Capt GARDNER
-10 April 1966

Co IZReinfS, 3d Bn, 3d Mar Capt LEE

1=0 hpril 19F6
1=9 ip %,._

Btry A(~), 1st Bn, 11th Mar Capt SEED
311 Loril 1966 | -
Howter Btry(-), 2d Bn, 12th Mar Crpt FRANKENBERGEL
31 _bpril 1966

"Det, 3d kng Bn

6. SUPVORTING FURCES.

4.2 YMort Btry(=), 18t Bn, 12th Mar(-)(Reinf).
107om Howter Btry(-), 2d Bn, 12th Mar(~)(Reinf).

Btry A(-), 1st Bn, 11th Mar(-)(Reinf).

L total of 337 ertillery missions were fired during the Ops
of which 67 were observed, 25 were unobserved, 8 were registro
11 illumination, 1 direct fire, and 215 E end I, 2,174 4.2 Kl

14355 105 HE, 54T 4+2 W' end 100 105mm W', 146 4.2 Illum and 18 100

1nm, and 13 HE? 405mm rounds were fired, for a total of 4.7

rtillery rounds of all celibers and types.

3
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Air request nets utilized were Tactical Air Request Net, Tacticel
idr Direction Net, and Landing Zone Control Net. r was both pre=-
planned and immediate request. Reection time of fixed wing close
support air on strip alert was excellent with one exaeption, when a
45 mimte delay was encountered becsuse 2 TAC(A) was not immedietely
gvailsble. In this instance, napalm was requested and the strike was
with 250 1b, bombs, Effsotiveness of close air support was sometimos:
limited by the proximity of friendly forces o tho terget. In general,
target areas being prepared for ground assaults by close air support
wvere given effective coverage. Rotary wing aireraft support wes
generally excellent, Reaction time for Med Bvac missions was excallente
There was often an unduo delay in the arrival of aireraft called fox
special and resupply missions.

The following is a re-capituetion of helicopter support used
during the operations

Sortise
B34 B4SABT
320 Troop Lifts 278 172
184 Lifts 80 176

2 H34's were used daily for resupply/Med Evace

4 H34's were used on D+3. and Dw4 for resupply/Med Evaocs
The following fixed wing air support was useds

Pixed wing cargo sorties (US4 Caribou siroraft) - 18

Fixed wing CAS

Strikes 46 U
Duday 4 8
D+t T 14
Dr2 2 14
™3 4 8
D4 r3 4
D+5 1 6
D6 2 4
DrY 2 4
b I 2 4
| 4 QONFIDENTIAL
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Qentity of artillery support, both in terms of tubes and ammu-
nition, wes suffioient. Artillery fires were used for illumination,
preparatory fires for ground assault, harassing and jnterdiction of
known and suspected averues of approach, sasembly areas, harboring sites,
end observed fires on enemy troops and installetions. Artillery fires
were very effective, perticulerly when used to prepare enemy positions
for ground asssult, Illumination missions were effective, but in many
cases were not fired as promptly as expected. Organic 81mm morter
i1lumination missions were fired to overcome this time lage.

7. INTELLIGENCE. Though information received from higher echelon
concerning the enemy's strength, location, disposition and situation,
prior to the operation was sketchy, it was agcertained that the only
oonfirmed unit operating in the objective aree was the Q17 local Force
Compeny, with a strength of 6070 men vicinity DONG 1Evoc(1) (2C 1653)e :
Unconfirmed units that were believed to be in the area of operations
jncluded the 103 Mein Foroe Bn, operating in the vioinity of (zc 1150),
end the H=%1 Looal Foroce Company operating in ‘the vioinity of
ézo: 16%54); strength also unknown. During the operation the Distriot
nief of HIED DUC Distriot reported that two companies of the 3218t
VO Battalion were operating in the vicinity of (2C 1755) end (2C 1853)s
The enemy was found to be well organisedi and entrenched in heavily
fortified positions. Heevy resistance was meet on D+1 in NGOC -
XINE(1) and (2)s The enemy's weapons inoluded smell armg automatio o
weapons end 60mm mortars. It is believed the majority of the VO with-
drew to the mounteins to the north and south of the operations arecy
lecving behind small plt size units to cover their withdrawals The
hamlets provided excellent cover and concealment, were heavily entrenched
and had & net work of obstacles consisting of booby treps and barbed U
wire. The VU GIL river velley runs E-W and vas bordered on the north
end south by high ground rising to 750 meters on the north and 1000 -
meters on the southe The mountains were covered with a primary and
secondary growth prohibiting rapid movemente Avenues of approach into
the aree were the VU GIA River Valley from the ecast and west, the YANG
River Velley, whioh enters . the ares from Heppy Velley, and numerous
draws entering into the area from the high ground on the north and
south, The weather during the operation was hot and humid with tempera~
tures up to 1050 during the day to 75° at night with occesional "
thunderstorms at night. Psy Wer Leaflets were dropped in the operation
srea without mioch success. This is believed to be because of the
fear of Americen troops by the populace. This was most evident in
the outlying hamlets where, even towards the end of the operation, the
people still showed fear and concern at American troops in the arele.

e

8, MISSION., 1st En, 3d Mar conducts search and destroy operations
in the THUONG DUCH TAN aree to support the initial installetion of
CIDG cemp, and provides mine colearing and seourity for USA Special
Forces as required.

: - SRR
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9o CONCEPT OF OVERATION. 4st Bn, 3d Max(-) (Reinfz oconducts helicopter
assault of objective area with two rifle companies reinf) in the
asselt, one rifle compeny(reinf) initially in reserve, one 442 inch
Morter Bettery(~)(reinf), in direct support.

(1) 4t Lehour on Deday one rifle compeny(reinf), with one 81mn
Mortar Seetion sttached and accompanied by an Artillery Reconnaissance
Teem, lands in LZ ALBATROSB; seizes and occupies Objective 13 selects
artillery firing position vicinity (2C 144534); seizes end defends
bridge at (ZC 148537).

(2; Imedietely following aerial bombardment, one rifle company
(reinf), with en 81mm Mortar Seotion attached, and an Engineer Squed

in direct support, lands in L2 CONDOR at Lehour +1 on D-day; seizee

" end oocuples g?:aective 2; continues the attack, seizes, ooccupics and
establishes defensive perimeter around Objective 3; conducte mine clear=
ing operatioms in Objeotive 35 prepares to support establishment of an
operational base to CIDG 8ampe

(Bg When Objective 1 is secured, one 4.2 inch Mortar Battory(=)
(reinf) lands by helicopter, and provides artillery support in the
objective aree.

(4) Ome rifle company(reinf) is initially held as Battalion
Reserve, prepared on order to assume mission of either assault company
or to exploit any situation that might develop; at K-hour on D+1 lande
in IZ ROC; oconducts search and destroy operations on south bank of
SONG VU GIA to southwest.

(5) Operation Overlasy (See Annex A to Enclosure (1), Operation
Order 303-66)e

10, EXECUTION,

e Plenninge

(1) 27 Mar: 4st Battelion, 34 Marines received werning order
from 3d Marines. The Battalion Staff wes alerted, development of
jntelligence and proourement of meps was initiated.

(2) At 280240H Mer, 1st Battalion, 3d Mayines received Div
Opn0 38366 (Operation ORANGE).

(3) 28 Mar: Commanding Officer ist Bn, 3d Marines attended
e plenning conference conducted by Commanding Officer, 3d Marines.
Supporting end attached element commanders were contacted, and an
aerial reconnaissance of the objective area was made by the Battalion
Commander and the Battalion S-3. The Commending Officer, 1st Bn, 34
Marines conducted a planning conference attended by Bettalion Staff
Officers to provide plenning guidance for development of plane for
Ogezation. PRANPE., Staff estimates were begun. & planning schedule for
the Operation Order was published.

6 CONFIDENTIAL
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(4) 291600H Mart A conference was eonduoted by the Commanding

Officer, Third Marinesi diecussing coordinating details. A rough draft
of the Operation Order was approved by the Commending Officer, 3d Mex,

(5) 291800H Mart Final Hd:aft‘ of Operation Order was oompleteds

(6) The Commanding Officer, Third Marines and the Commanding
Officer, 1st Battalion, 3d Marinos briefed the Commanding General on
the ooncept of operations at Third Marine Division Headquarters. The
plan to sccomplish the assigned mission was approved as presented.

| é;r) 300800H Mart : Comnmending Officer, 1st Battalion, 3d Marines
Company Commenders Companies "B" end "D", 18t Battalion, 3d Yarines end
Compeny "D¥, 1st Battalion, 1st Marines conducted an’ merial recomeissance
of proposed landing zones in the objeotive area.

(8) 301000H Mer: Capb HARDIN from 2d Bn, 3d Marines arrived
to familiarize himself with positions he was acheduled to cocupy for
reconstitution of the MLR.

(9) 301200H Mar: A conference wes held by the 18t BEny 3d ‘
Marines S-3 with representatives of the USA Special I"toroes. | -

(10) 301300H Mar: & conference at 3d Marine- Air Wing Head-
quarters to determine air suppord requirements to support the scheme
of meneuver was attended By the Battalion Commender end his Staff.

(11) 30180CH Mera 1st Battalion, 3d Marines Opn0 303=66
(Operation ORANGE) was published. ‘ -

(12) 310830H Mars A finel deteiled briefing ves oonducted
by the Battalion Commander and his Steff for company commanders’of the
bettelion end all reinforeing and supporting units.

(13) C Co, 1st Bn, 4th Mar axrived at 341330 to re=constitute
MIR positions weeatod by Companies "B" end e,

(14) 311500H Martr Attached units joined the Battelion, Oo's
"B and "DM bivousced at 1/3 CV. ' B

be Operationse
010645H - 02070CH o
(1) 010645H hpr = "D Company 1st Bn, 1st Narines lifted off

from LZ TURKEY, 1st Bn, 3d Mar CF’, landing at LZ ALBATROSS at O1071CH
Lpril and seouring Objeotive fH1 at 010745H. '

T D e
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' (2) At 010804H bgw - Following en air strike preparation.of .
tno 1Zy Co "I*, tet Dn, 34 MEf"}endsd in 13 CUNDVR, and foved on'®
Ohieative #@ enaountering'6-V0, of whom 2 wero killod by ground firo,,
and 4 by it lerfing by.4S Co) 33, end ¥ Btey(~), tet In, $2th. Max,
procosdeg on schedulo. ' W Btpy amnounoed roadiness-to.five peglstration
et 010930H,

(3) O11130H = D=i=3 reported establishment of airfiald security,
and deliberate sweeps for mines ware conducted without result.

(4) 011900E — All units established in night defensive
positionse. All objectives scheduled for Deday hed been seoured agoinst
1ight cnemy resistsmoe. 4 total of § VC wore XIA, of vhom 4 were KBi,
4 USMC WIA was inourred. There was no enemy contact during the night.

0207T00H =~ 03070CH

(1) 0207508 =~ Compeny VBY (peinf) landed following air strike
preparation of 12 ROC, encountering light resistance and sporadic small
arme fire, Pnemy resistance stiffened as Co B advanced on NGOC KINH(2),
after having passed through TAM HIEP without enemy contact, (See en~
olosure (3), Chronology of events, Co "B major engegement with enewy
-3 Lpril 1966)e

(2) 02080CH = The 1st Plat of D=1-1 moved south of the SONG
VU GIA to blocking positions at DONG Pnuoc(zg (2 157530)s A ssarch
end destroy operation in CHAN SON (ZC 148548) wes also conduoted by
Duie1(e) after sporadic sniper fire from that village vas received by
Dmt=? and D~1~1 positions and by A0 mireraft in the area.

(3) 020716 - D~1-3 moved the 3d P1t to blooking positions
vicinity TINH DONG TAY (ZC 175547T), end received sporadic sniper from
vioinity (ZC 171548). 1st Plt remained on Hi1l 00 (20 1575623; a
squad searched the arca napalmed on D-day, The CP was located vio

(26 155555)s

(4) 021437H ~ The remainder of D-1-1 was lifted by helicopter
to join the 34 P1t blocking to the south of the SONG VU GIA, vioinity
(26 157530), and was Qirected to attack to the northeast and meke

_phgeicel ogntact with B-1-3, Tha company encountered 20-30 VC vie,
(20 169530) end engaged them, resulting in 1 VG KIA, 9 VC WIA, 1 V03,
1 Springfield Rifle captured. :

(5) 021400H — D=1<3 in contacf with approximately 10 ve
vieinity (Z€ 1405568) TAI SON hanmlet.

(6) 0218568 - €O, 3d Mar called for the rescrve Company from

}/3. o bo commifted to Opération ORANGE, to be lended on the air strip

end initially assume security mission for the airfield and then to
vlock DONG PHUOC(1) from the north bank of the SONG VU GIAe

£ i L TR VROR )
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(7) 0216418 = The 3d Plat of D-1-3 was lifted to 12 ROC to
reinforce B Co. o ‘ e,
(8) 021720H - Co I, 3d Bn, 3d Mar landed- at the airstrip, é

established a (P at (2C 161543) and esteblished blooking positions. on

north bank of the SONG VU GI4A, Deiwi ococupied widely separated blook~
ing positions st DONG PHUOC(2), PHUOC LaM, ‘and Lv THUAN, B-1-3 front

1ines ocoupied a blook at the northern end of “DAP THUAN and the 3d T1%
of D13 blocked (2¢ 204549) %o (ZC 208544)." o

A

v

(9) 021800-030700K = bmbushes were eonduoted by ell units to
meintein ocontrol over the objeotive area. Patrols from 24 Plat B-1-3
attempted to recover bodies of USMC KIA during attack on NGOG KINH(2),
but were repulsed by morter and MG fire. A helicopter disabled at
(ZC 193537) exploded and turned at 030440H, resulting in one USMC KIA
end 2 WIA, (See encl 3). ' o

030700H = 040T00H

(1) 030722H ~ Artillery commenced preparatory fires on DONG.
vHU0C(1).

(2) O30T30H - Airlift and airdrop of eupplies o Specinl Foreces
Camp delayed until situation stabilized.

(3) 030904H - Two additionel 105mm howitzers from A=1=11
were inserted.

(4) 0310258 - With & platoon of D-1-1 providing LZ seourity,
I~3=3 was heli-lifted to the south bank of the SONG VU GIA vieinity
DONG PHUOC(2), completing the movement at 03105CH.

(5) 031130H - 24 P1t B-1-3, assisted by 3d ¥1t D=1, ettemptod _
to recover bodies of 7 Marines KIA in the aotiomof 2 hpril still lying wr
et the edge of the enemy fortified positions in NGOC KINH(2), but were ’
egain repulsed by heavy amtomatic weapons fire and 60mm mortar fire.

(6) 0312508 = hfter an ertillery preperation lasting most of
the morning, en air strike wes conducted on DONG THUOC at 1250,

(7) 031320H - 13«3 atteocked DONG PHUUC(1), mecting no resis-
tance and completing search and destroy operation through te village
ot 031537H, One ChiCom grenade was oaptured, a booby trepped gate and
5 tunnels were destroyed, and five VO3 were captured.

(8) 0313248 = Co "L", 3d Bn, 3d Mar commenced landing in L2
LLBATROSS with the last elements of the Company arriving at 131615H,

(9) 0315128 ~ Adr strike conducted on NGOC KINH(Z). Artillery
prep fires weré fired on LAY THUAN,. o

9 S

S —————
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(10) 034723H — D-1-1 comuenced attack on NGOG KINH(2), B-1~3
commenced ettack on TAM HIEP,

(11) 031930H = D=1~1 completed attack on NGOC KINH(2) meeting
no resietence., TAM HIER hamlet secured by 34 P1t Det?, Bodies of T
USMC KIA from B=1~3 sotion of 2 April were recovered and eveousted.

(12) 032010H - I-3-3 engeged undeormined number of VO in
DONG PHUOC(1), veceiving 3 rifle grenades, M fire, and Smm morter
fire, Inemy fire was suppressed by intense emall arms fires I35
sustained 10 WIA (evao) of vwhom 2 DOW, end & WIA (non-eveo)s

(13) ©31800-040700 = 411 units conducted intensive ambush
aotivities. Flare ship illuminated objective area econtinuously through-
out the night. Sporadic sniper fire reoeived by D=1« was the only
contact from 032010H to 040TO0H.

040TO0H = 050TOCH

(1) 040710H = Arc light mission conducted to NE of the
objeotive areca.

(2) 040743H - B-1-3 conducted search and destroy operation
in NGOC KINH(1) and LAP THUAN (2C 180537). D~1-3 conducted searoh and
destroy in TAI SON (ZC 140558) and blocked along the north of the
SONG VU GIA, I=3«3 conducted search and destroy glong the south bank
of the SONG CON. D-1-1 conducted search and destroy in NGOC KINH(2)
Scattered contacts occurred between small groups of VC and USMC units.
Numerous tunnels, cawes, and fortifiocations were destroyed and rice
osches were located for evacuation, Adr strikes were conducted on
fortifications vieinity (ZC 109565) at 041315H. Artillery supported
L-3-3 scarch and destroy operations along the gouth bank of the SONG
CON, in the hamlets of HUONG PHUCC BAc(ﬁ, (2), and (3)«

(3) 041850H - 4n air strike was conducted on Hi NHA(3) to
suppress enemy small arms fire, and en air strike on fortifications in
DONG PHUOC(1) was conducted at 041935H.

(4) 04150TH = 1st Plt, D-1-3 attempted to locate & truck
air dropped by accident vieinity (zc 20556?3. The patrol was unedle
to locate the truck prior to darkness and ostablished a platoon base
vioinity (ZC 210553). Oontaot with VC enroute resulted in % VO KILe
L11 units again conducted intensive ambush: activities throughout the
objective area during hours of darknesse

(5) 050745H = hn artillery mission to gupport an attaock by
L33 on HOANG PHUOC BAC(2) was fired.

(6) 050810H - B=1-3 commenced heli=1lift from L2 southeast of
TAM HIE to vieinity 4/53 OF, completed the lift at 050830H, then moved
to the west through I~3-3, and established their € vicinity (2C 096564 )0

w ";‘m"ﬂ@& wilp
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‘ 050822H - 18t P1lt D-1-3 reached truck accidentally dropped
vieinity (2C 205566)e The truck had been stripped of ite communications ,
equipment end tires. The platoon detected approxfuately 15 VC moving e
to & cave north of their position and caslled in two air strikes on the
oave resulting in e secondary explosion. The platoon remeined at the
truck aweiting deolsion on selvege attempte D=1=t oontinued search and
destroy in NGOC KINH(2) ocommencing 050830H and LAP THUAN at 051200H.

B=1e3 conducted search end destroy in THAN DAI(1) and (2), supported

by ed# strike on enemy fortifications. L-3-3 conducted search end ‘
destroy in HOANG PHUOC BAG(1) end (2), with one platoon blocking for
Be1=? operations to the west from (Z4C 115555)s I-3=~3 continued search . E\.
end destroy operations in DONG PHUOC(Z), destroying many tunnels, oeves

and bunkers. ‘

(8) 052330H - Two squeds from D-1-1 in ambush positions were
in contaoct with VO, One squad engaged & group of 5 VC approaching
their position with small arms, and requested illumination. When
11lumination began another group of 30-40 VG were observed vioinity
(Z0 186526). 4An artillery fire mission was called on this target with
excellent target ocoversge. At the same time another squad in an ambush
position nearby sighted 3 armed VC and opened fire on them., HiI missions
were fired throughout the remainder of the night in the area where the
large group of VC were engaged. 411 units contimied anbush activities
throughout the night with no other contacts reported.

060TOOH = OT70TOCH

(1) 060705H = 1st Plat D-1-3 instructed to destroy truck they }
had been guarding and return te their 2., wr

(2) 060839H - A phpeicel search of the area where artillery
was called on 30«40 VC by D=1~ ambush at 052330H revealed blood
soeked bandages, articles of uniform clothing, 1 wooden MG training
device, documents and medicel supplies.

(3) 060715H =~ & booby trap, belioved to have been z 105mn
shell rigged Wth trip wire, was detonated by & member of 2d Plat D13
in TAI SON hemlet, vieinity (ZC 143557) resulting in 1 USMC KIi and 1
WI., One VOB fleeing the area was killeds ‘ o

(4) &n afs drop at the airfield overshot the target, lending

in the market place of HA TAN, vicinity (2C 149537 ), killing 1 VN
olvilian and injuring apnroximately 15.

11
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(5) 060700=061800H ~ B-1-3 conducted search and destroy
operations to the east elong the gouth bark of the SONG CON, gupported
by artillery and alr strikes on fortified areas. I=3=3 conducted
searoh and destroy operations to he was't' along the south tenk of the
SONG CON, D-1e1 oonducted search and destxoy operations in the PHUOC
LAM/LAT THUAN complexs D13 conducted search and destroy operations
in TAT SON (2 140559) and in the high ground north of CHAN SAN
(20 166555). I-3-3 oconducted enother scarch and destroy operation in
DONG PHUOC(1)s Bnemy contacts were light; only sporadio eniper £ire
was enoounterede &ll units established night defensive positions end
conduocted intensive ambush sotivities. &t 061900H, 5 VO were engeged
by De1-1, end one VC WIA ves aptureds At 062100, & squad emtush from
I-3-3 ongeged & small group of VO vieinity (2C 167536), two bodies
wore discovered at deybreak. No wespons were recovereds

070TOCH = 0B0TOCH

(1) O70720H - D=1-3 conducted seerch and destroy mission TINH
DONG TAY/DUC DONG hamlets. I-3-3 blocked with one plat on the south
benk of the SONG VU GIA (ZC 173542). D=1-1 gonducted goarch and de=
stroy in foothills south of LAP THUAN.

(2) 070910H = D=1=1 took 7 VC under morter fire, killing 2 end
cepturing 2, Combat packs but no weapons were recovered. One prisoner :
had Goneva Convention Card belonging to member of B-1-3, killed 2 Apry
in his possession. Several VC herboring sites and a possible VO
training ocamp were also discovered. I-3-3 conducted gearch and destroy
operations in HUONG PHUOC BAC(1) and (2). B-1-3 conducted search end
destroy operations in THANH DAI(1) end (2), and bagged rice for evacuation
from & oache discovered at (2C 099559)e All units oonducted night (
embush esctivities with no enemy contact.

0807OCH = 090TOCH

<3 conducted merch and destroy operations vicinity CHAN SUT
(26 148548) and PHOUNG BAC(1)e D=1-1 conducted search end destroy
operations in TAM HIEP, receiving gporadic enemy sniper fires Dowt =3
conducted march and destroy operations in DUC TAY, viocinity (2C 165546) k.
end CHAN SON(2) vicinity (2C 165552)e I~3-3 conducted geerch and de= o
stroy operations in PHUOC LM and DONG PHUUC(1), discovering a booby |
trapped 250 1b. bomb at (ZC 170531) at 08124TH. Retraction of L-3+5 N
from fie operation area began at 0815120 1ift was completed 081512H,
Dute3 assumed responsibility for defemse of HST and '"W" Btrye B=1e3
engaged spproximately 15 VC with small arms and mortar fire at (ZC
126564) with unimown results, 411 units conduoted night ambush
sotivities. At 082345 De1w1 received 3 rifle grenades (z0 190540).
Two WIL were sustained. Smell arms fire was directed at suspeocted
gource of enemy fire. At 090630 D-1-1 received sniper fire from 4-5

VC vioinity (2C 190549)e An artillery mission suppressed the enemy s
fire. o
12 CONFIDENTIAL
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‘ Du1-1 conducted search and destroy operations in LAY THUAN
and YHUOC LAM, D-1-3 conducted search and destroy operstions in DUC
PiY, B-1-3 conduoted sarch and destroy operations in HOANG PHUOC BAC
(2), foothills and drews vioinity (ZC 10}5?0). T~3-3 conducted mexch
and destroy operations vieinity (26 140520)s & Btry(-—), 4-11, and their
amo supply wers extracted, completing their 1ift at 091140H, D=3}
was extrected fom area, commenoing their 1ift at 091523H  and oome
pleting it at 091610H. D=1-1, furnishing ILZ geourity for I«3«3 1lift,
received 6 rounds 60mm mortar fire while oocupying positions at
(2C 164537), sustaining 2 WIA. An ertillery mission celled on the
suspeeisd source at (z¢ 160527) suppressed the enemy mortar fire. 111
undts conduoted ambush:motivities from night positions without enemy
ocontacts

400TO0H = 1107TOCH

™ Btry commenced 1ift off at 100725, D-1-1 orossed the SONG
VU GIL in smell groups in native boats commencing at about 101030H, with
Dei=? furnishing cover. At 101034H, lift of 42 mortars wes completed,
with ammo and personnel lifts contimuing. At 101056H, D-1=1 was
direoted to move to vioinity of B-1-3 OP, (ZC 127549). One plat of
Defe! remained at 1/3 CP as @ rTeserve/security force. D=1-3 remained
in position viecinity (z0 155549), with ono Plat providing HST and
Howtar Btry security, and one squad on Hill 200 (20 156564)s 4t 101200
the 1ift of the 4.2 Mortar Btry(-) was completed, HST 1lift continued
using fixed wing and helicopters. A% 101510H, extraction of B Compeny
comenced, being completed at 101630H, followed by extraction of about
50% of H&S Company end Battalion Commend Group. Ambush activity ocon=
ducted throughout the night resulted in no enemy contact.

1107000 -~ 121855H

At 110T745H, 1ift to complete extraction of HST oommenceds &t
11085CH an hrmy Caribou aircraft participating in this 1lift orashed on
tokewoff into e SONG VU GLA (z¢ 160540)e No cesualties were ocaused
by the crash. &t 111045H, the squad from Do1<3 on Hill 200 wes ex=
tracteds 4t 111130H extraction of the Howtar Btry comenceds 4t
14114TH and at 111230H, air strikes were conducted in support of Special
Forces vieinity (ZC 167529). At 111300H, extraction of the Howtar
Btry wes completed, followed by etraction of D-1-1, Dete3, end the re-
mainder of H&S Company and the Battaslion Commend Groupe &t 111855H,
all troops and meterial hed been extracted from the area and Uperation
ORANGE was deolared secured.

13
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Commnicetion capabilities during contacts was very good, but
reporting of activities being engaged in by companies was at times

incomplete and late, resulting in & lack of kmowledge of events as they
occurred by the Battalicn Command-groupr.

‘ The average initial range of engagements on Deday and D1

wos approximately 50-T5 meterse. During the remainder of the operation
engagements occured &t 200300 moters OT mMOTE. Bei=3 remeined in nearly
ocontimious oontact with the enemy on D+ and D+2, Average length of
enemy oontaots experienced by other units during the operation was 5
to 15 mimites.

11, EESUIIS,

ae Enemy losses during the operation were as follows? Deday 6
KIh; D+1 15 KIh, 13 WI4, 2 VOC; D+2 » 14 KIhs D5 ~ 4 KIA, 5 WILy D4
10 KIA, 56 XL (poss), 1 WIA; D#5 - 8 KIA, 25 KIA (poasg, 3 WIL, 1 VCCj
D46 = 4 WIA, 3 VOO, Totals were 50 KIA (Bc), 7 KB4 (BC), 42 KIi(poss),
38 KBL(poss) 36 WIi, and 6 VCC.

(1) Weapons Captured

(e) Rifles & Pistols Potal 3 e
4 Foreign made ZC 193542 5
1 Foreign made ~ £0 160560
1 U5 meke 40 175534
(2) Equipment Captured andfor destroyed
1 Building in harbor site ZC 138555
2 Boxes med supplies ZC 194538
Sack of BAR magazines %20 194545
Barbed wire 2C 129558 N
8 VC paper flags 20 139559 e
Propeganda Locunments 30 139559
1 V0 uniform 2C 180560
1 M-26 ZC 129558
1 Rice mill Z2C 138557
1 Blootricel firing device %6 127558
1 Wooden M training device 20 186526
Doouments and I'hotographs ZC 186526 -
Madicel Supplies ZC 186526 T
1 Haversack ZC 186526 o
1 U/I benmer 2C 186526
1 Frenoh Axmy coat 720 186526
{ peir gray shoulder patches w/rords '
Ngoc Kinh ZC 186526
1 Brown uniform ZC 186526
1 Cray shirt 2C 186526
1 Bear trap 20 186526
A TN e SO -9~IQ cards AW 186526
14 CONFIDENTLLL
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4 fin assembly for rifle grenade 20 186526
4 Gas nmesk (field expedient). - ‘30 186526
1 US M-14 mag pouch %0 186526
1 Leather pouch W/papers 20 166526

" Tobacco (unk quentity) %0, 182528 SN
Medioel gear ¢ 132555
{ Mins (type unimown) 20 114536 -
% Boar traps ' \ : 20 095558
2 Rifle gren adapters 720 148548
Maps ‘ ‘ ZC 147548
1 Roll of barbed wire 20 146548

(3) Material Captured | e

1000 1lbs rice | : 26 143549 S
600 1lbs rice 20 10056C
4000 1lbs rice 20 180558

800 lbs rice : ZC 127554

300 lbs rice ‘ 20 128557
300 lbs rice 2C 131557

250 1bs rioce Z6 133555 |
300 1bs fioe ' 20 133570
1000 1bs rice 20 126557 SR
300 1be rioe : ZC 137556
2000 1lbas zioce . - ZC 167536

50 1bs gorn | Z¢ 128557

(4) Secondary explosions observed during air strikes end
artillery fire missions indicated the destruction of large quentities
of enemy ordmance and exploaives. -

b, Friendly casuslties during the operation were as followss Deed iy
4 WIA (evao)s D+1 - 15 KIA, 50 WIA (evao), 2 WIA (non=eves); 2 = 2
KIh, 12 WIA (evao), 6 WIA (non-evac)s D+¥3 = 6 WIA (evac)s D+6 = 3 WIL
(evac); D+7 =3 WIA (evac); D#8 = 1 WIA (evec)s Totel msualtics =
18 XTI, 79 WIA (evac), 12 WIA (non-evac); grend total 109, Losses
also included one M-60 machine gun, one M~79 grenade launcher, and
geven M~14 rifles.

¢, TEngineer ungts attached to the Battalion destroyed 301 tunnels,
bunkers, and fighting holea, 30 barbed wire obstacles, 4 booby traps w
(0hilom grenades), one 250 1lb, boub rigged as @ mine; and 10 rounds i
of mixed type orxdnanes 3,425 lbs of Ced, 110 bengalore torpedoes, and
2 45 ‘1b shaped charges were useds

de A total of 468,550 1bs of all clesses of supplies were lifted
into the operation area, with the unused ook being lifted back to
FLSG/ASP=1 on D+10, ~

o | R
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124 MINISTRATIVE MATTERS, Administrative plens were adequate and
were %ered to as much as possible,

es Resupply from ASP/FLSG to the LSA was acoomplished by heli~
copters The additional two compenies and two extillery. batteries edded ) 1
to the operation increased resupply requirements tremendously. Heli=-

oopters oould not provide suffioient 1ift oapability to ensble the ISi ‘
to be oongtantly meintained at a four day level as: required by divieion

sdministrative plan, It is felt that dump level requirements should !
have been re-evaluated in light of the extra artillery involveds The

forsibility and advissbility of utilizing jow~level air drop should be
further studied, It is felt that this situation lent itself to the use

of suoh air dropg which would have sased helicopter requirements con=

siderebly. Except for swo unfortunate instances, the air drop of
supplies to the Army Special Forces Camp worked out very well, and would

have worked as well as and eesily for the resupply of the LSke Heli-
copters were the primary source of resupply to compenies and batteries.
M-274's were utilised for resupply of one company and artillery bat=
terye Combat loads es presoribed in the Administrative Order were
edequate. No problem ereas in Class V.

be Maintenance wes either repaired at the LSA or evacuated to
FLSG, No WOble areass w

¢ Troatudne 3f ousualties, eveouation and hospi taligations

. (%) Reports reeeivéd fron pertioipsting oonpenies indicetes
thet ossuelbty troatment was glequate and a minimumn of time lapsed from
the time of injury until initial treatment was ingtituted by attached

medionl persornel or thé BAS, .

. (2) A ness casualty situstion existed on the second day of the
operation, and had the tactical situation permitted, use of the Mediocal
Emergency Evacuation Team would have been utilized, During this period
of mass casuelties, one HM was faced with twenty ocasualties vithin e
matter of minutes. A delay in jmmediate treatment was understandable,
though it wes in faot quite minimale A1l received adequate emergency
troatment prior to evacuation.

(3) Casualty evacuation was acocomplished as follows:

(a) 411 serious, oxitioal, and dead US military were
evacuated by helicopter to "C" Co., 34 Med Bn and/or Station Hospitel,

NSA D4 NANG,

(b) Heed injuries of a serious nature were evacuated vic
heliocopter directly to Station Hospital, NSi, DA NANG.

(¢) Wounded ARVN troops were evacuated by helicopter
to the ARVN Hospitel, DA NANG.

1% CONFIDENTILL
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- (d) Vounded indigenous persons vere evacuated by heli-
copter to ng# Co, 3d Med Bn e.nd?or Station Hospital, NSi, DA NANG.

(e) Most minor wounds, heat 6asuélt&es, and non~battle
injuries were held in the Company eea and evacuated to the BAS in the
field vhen the taotical situation permitted.

NOTE:s  Once the companies and the helicopter pilots were sware
of the looation of the BAS, & large number of the heli=
copters transporting MED EVACS set down at L& ALBATROSS
instead of arbitrarily going straight to "C" Med or NS4
Di NANG, This facilitated meximum use of the BLS in these
instances, and precluded many unnecessary MED EVAC runse

(4) Casualties reoceived at the BAS were disposed of « after
treatment - as follows?

(8) Those requiring surgery, hospitalization, X-rey,
etc., were evacuated by helicopter to AGH Med and/or NSA, Di NANG.

(b) Those requiring minor surgery and additional treate=
ment not requiring hospitalization at NG Mad or NSA, DA NANG were
evacuated to the parent BAS on routine runs by heliqopters.

(o) Heat casualties and minor injuries not requiring
additional treatment or hospitalization were treated at the BAS inte
field and returned to duty.

d, Utilized four M-2T4's to move gear around LSA and for re=
supply adequate.

o« Commnications,

(1) General, Commnioation employment throughout the sub-
ject operation was conducted along & conventional pattern as compared
to that of Operation MALLARD. The overall communication situetion
oould be described as being static in that the Battalion Commend Post
did not displace once established within the objective area, Rifle
Compenies were employed in general areas of reaponsibility which crected
n condition whereby wire ocould be employed for gsuf ficient periods of
time to become en effective means of communications, Radio was the
primary meens with wire as & supplement, The area of operations lended
jtself to complete coverage by ¥M radio communicationss '

(2) Ragio,

(a) The foilowim radio nets were operated and meintained
continuously throughout Operation ORANGEs
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(1) Rogimental Command - 89B Vodce
(2) Regimental TAC ™ Voloe
.(5-) Battalion TAC ™ Voice
(4) Batta;'lion PACP Local ™ Voice
(5) 8tm Morter COP . | M  Voice
(6) Arty Battery CCF ™ Voice
(7) Taotical Air Request USB Voioce
(8) Taotiocal hir Direction UHF Voice
(9) Division heriel Observer ~ FM Voice
(10) Récoﬁ‘Platoon Command M Voioe
(11) HST Logistios s@  Voloe
(12) Compeny TAC Nets (5) M Voice

(v) Difficulties were experienced in the seleotion of
properly seperated trensndssions sites within the Battalion Command
Post, Radio Set AN/PRC=25 overrode and cut oub other AN/PRC-25's and ,
FM Bquipment, in general, employed in the same arest. Maximum use of
remote conteol equipment with FM Radio Equipment other then radio set o
AN/PRC=25 is mandatory. -

(¢) The Battalion TACP local net became overcrowded as
it was utilized for controlling all helicopters within the area a8 well
as for requpply requests. During the plaming phase of the subject
operation it was felf that the T4CP local net could be effeotively
utilized for the above purposes. This opinion was formed based on the
experience of Operation MALLARD where the Air Liaison Officer coordinated
emd controled all hellcopter support and logistical support aotivitiess
The experience gained on the subject operstion indicates a need for
either an sdministrative net within the battalion or a seperate fro=
quenoy for the control of helicopters being utilized in a specifio
operation.

(d) Bxternal radio nets wtilizing HF equipment beceme
wesk and garbled at night between the hours of 1830 and 0600, Cors
reotive action was teken with little success. I¢ is felt that the use
of CW would have provided & satisfactory solution to this difficultye.
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() Because of transmitting distances involved on ex=
ternal airouits & helilift of two radio set AN/MRC-83 and one AN/MRCa
87 into the objeotive area was exeocuted on D-day. This helilift was
excellently accomplished with the use of heligbpter CHw46, utilizing
its external load capability. c

(3) Vize.

(a) Wire was employed initielly within the Battalion

Commemd Post with long looals to HST end the Distriot Headquarterss
Ag the situation progressed, long locals were extended to Rifle Cot'se

(v) Idmited wire tapping as well as shorting and ground-
ing of wire lines was experienceds : The results of thege sotivities
had & negligsble effect on the overall effootiveness of wire communi~

oations,

(4) Mepgage Center and Cryptographice

(a) & messsge center was established for the purpose of
processing external command and administrative traffio. with higher

echelons,

' (b) KAA-60, KAC-138, and KAC~140 were utilized effectively
throughout the operastion by participating unite. The Battalion Message
Centor controlled the issue and turn in of all Cryptographioc Materiale

(5) Maintenance end Supply.

() In the initisl stages of the operation diffioulty
wag experienced in maintaining effiocient HST communications. Supply
requests were being submitted to Shore Party Battalion, and FLS@,
however, material was staged at ASP-1, No radio station was established
at ASP=1 on the HST logistic net. lend line commnication wae depended
upon for eoordination of: resupply mssions between ASP=-1 end FLSG. It
is left that a radio station at ASP~1 would have allevieted mush of the
confusion which was experiensed at this time. ‘

(8) Bettalion eommmnication meintenance was centrally
controlled in the objeotive area throughout this operations 4 second
echelon shop was established for the purpose of accomplishing simple
repeire, PRC-6 alignment and resharging of battery BB-451, and con- _
trolling the evacuation of equipment to the third echelon shop. This e
system functioned very efficiently end positive control over the

accountability of equipment was effectod. = @N@“’ASSNF“E@J

e

s
T —

fo Medical Evaluation
(1) The Medicel Officer or the Senior medical personmel -
attached should be the so1g source and final anthority as to gsafety end -y

potobility of drinking water in the field.
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(2) A large number of Marines did not have the required
materials in their jungle kits, Quite a number hed no kite at all, Fm-
phasis should be stressed on jmmediate action to supply these kits.
Compeny corpsman carry an initisl issue of eighteen small battle dress=
ings in their Unit One's. Vhen a nass casuslty situation presents $te
solf (such as happened with Bravo Compeny) ~ the corpsman relies on
the use of the battle dressing that is supposed to be in each mans
jungle kit.

CONFIDENTIAL

(3) A major problem was encountered in medical supply and re-
supply. Requistions gubmitted by the BAS in e field were subsequently
filled « but the supplies were never received by the BAS. The materials
were delivered to Shore Parfy -~ but the BAS was not made aware of this
antil several deys leter, & check with Bhore Party revealed thet they
had in feot received the supplies, but they refused to turn them over
to the BAS (they stated the supplies were to be used to resupply company
oorpsman) - thug the BAS operated for several days with minimm supplies.
During this period of time, it would have been impossible for the BAS
to handle eny great number of ocasuslties. 4n emergency requirdtion was
placed through GySgt DE FABIO, and was received at the BAS within hourse
Had it not been for him, the mission and function of the BAS would have
been greatly impeired. The senior medical personnel attached is the
only man that can be considered qualified to order medical supplies in
suffioiont quantity. When supplies ere ordered at the BAS level, they
mist be issued to the BAS - NOT to Shore Party or any other personsSe

(4) Disposition of petients et the BAS presented another major
problems At one time the BAS had eleven men fit for duty tut gould not
get themtack to their orgenization. Some guitable solution should be
worked out whereby the BAS could be relieved of the responsibility of
trying to get these men baok to their companies. Also, patients that
required additionsl treatment, but were not serious enough %o evaouate
$o "C" Med, ooculd not get transportation back to their parent BiS. In
this instance, after weveral days vwaiting to @t three men transported
back to Hill 55 (BAS-3+3), we had to resort to gending the men to "C"
Mod in order to essure their continued and necessaery trestmonte This
omises em overload on "C" Med end defeats one of the purposes of the

BAS in the fields
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13. SPECIAL EQUIPMENT AND TECENIQUES.

8. Soout dogs were used in conjunotion with search and destroy
operations, without notable success. It is folt that the dogs perfor-
manoe was adversoly affcoted by extreme heat and large amounts of
powier and WP residue in the area.

b, The 3d Marines Sniper Squad, employed for the first time in
soarch and destroy operations, conclusively proved by en excellent per-
formence their worth and effectivencss &n engeging enemy foroes at
renges beyond the averege cepability of infentrymen armed with the M~14.

" 6s Smoke and CS were used to good effeoct in search and deatroy
operations against tunnels, caves and bunkers.

14, COMMANDER'S ANALYSIS.

The ares of operations for ORANGE was such that the confluence of
the SONG VU GIA end its tributery, the SONG COX , effeotively divided
tho area into three distinot and seperamte sectors - two to the north of
the VU GIA and one to ite south. Beosuse of the location of the air
fi01d and the projected Special Forces Camp, control of end therefore
operations in each of the seotors was required, Each sector in itself
by virtue of its area 8}0W® required the presence of at least one rifle

ocompany e

Because of the requirement to rapddly open and sweep the airfield,
end because the airfield was located to the north of the YU GIA, it was
decided that the initial days sssault would be conducted theres On
Dmday two compemies landed in and seocured that pozsion of the two
northern sectors adjacent to the airfield and the airfield iteelf, At
the same time one company was retained as reserve should the remuiremeni
exist,

On D+1, events having progressed as amtioipated on D-day, the
third, or reserve company, in eonjunstion with a bloeking piatoon-takmm
from north of the VU GIA, landed to sweep the seotor south of the river.
At this point all the aveilable forces of the battalion were employed =
thore was no reserve immedietely availabla. ‘

As ovents turned out the forces south of VU GIA meé the only
orgenized enemy forces of eny strength encountered during the operation.
Enemy strength incidentally was ccnsiderably lerger than had been
enticipated, based on available intelligence. The friendly foroce eme
ployed was insufficient to rapidly overcome the enemy resistance and
there was no reserve force or sufficient other forces immediately
aveilsble to block enemy esocape from the area.
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The following chart aids in understanding the sequence of events:

Date/Time Bvent

010700 Iehour, north of VU GIA, D=1-3 and De1=1 landeds

020700 I~hour, south of VU GI&, B=~1-3 landed in north of
soctor. 41st Plat Dei-1 orossed river in south of
seotor.

021430 'D(=) 11 heli-lifted to south of VU GIA, joined
their first platoon.

021500 34 Plat De1-3, holi-lifted south of VU GIL %o

' roinf Bel=3,

021750 I-3-3 joinod operation. ILended at airfield, north

of VU GIA.
1" LI -
031030 I-3=~3 helicoptered south of VU GIA.
031430 1-3-3 Joined operation. Remeined north of VU GL..

ks ocem be seen from the table above, additional Prees were moved
gouth of the VU GIi as they became aveilable. They were used in attempt
to seel off the area and block enemy esczpé to the south. Their arrivel
hovever wes too late to prevent the escepe of many of the surviving VG,

In retrospect, expeoially from vhat we now know of the énemy
gtrength and disposition in the ares, there wers two better solutions
to the initial plan of attacks

(1) Using the three originally available compenies, first
abback and elemenate the enemy force south of the VU GIA. When- this
had been accomplished leave one company to hold it and move the re=
meining two compenies to secure the aree north of the VU GILA.

(2) To have commenced the operation with all of the five
compenies eventually employed, and to heve gonerelly followed the
original plen with the exception that three companies would have gasanlted
south of the VU UIA vice <+he one company and one platoon actually
employed.

15, RECOMMENDATIONS,

s That the plan for retraction of & unit by helicopter must in=-
clude the following known factors? mmber, capacity emnd exact BTL of
helicopters, and loocation of HLZ, Akny subsequent deviation from this
plen will result in bunching of troops in the HLZ or failure to load
troops rapidly, both of whioh increase the hazards of the operations

A el i D
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be That additional oopies of the operation order be made available

for issue to units that might join in an operation subsequent to its
initiation,

6. That in isolated operations, such as this one was, supporting
artillery be attached, Although supporting artillery vas nominally in
direot support during Operstion ORANGE, in effect, they may as well
have been attached beosuse their loglstical support was provided by the
HST attached to this battalion.

de That a battalion administrative net is essential on an operation
of this magnitude.

6s¢ That photographio‘ repfodu‘otions of the 1150,000 acale military
map of the objeotive area be used for issue to small unit leaders for
whom regular maps are not availables
fo That AO's be used to the maximum., They proved invaluable for

adjusting alr end artillery strikes, looating enemy forces and fortls b
fications, and helping to maintein ocommunicetions with friendly forces .

dispersed over a wide area.

g+ That whenever possibhle, battalions conducting offensive
operations be relieved completely of responsibility for their assigned
TAOR, This would eliminate the present requirement to split the bate
talion staff, while overturdening it in both areass It would also en=
able the battalion to operate with organio, familier oompanies rather
then with unfamiliar companies from a different battalion.

he That the lack of remote oapability for the PRC-25 be resolved
as soon as possible, Though the PRC=-25 has improved the effectiveness
of ocommnications, the need to separate PRC-25's from each other beceussd
of mitual interference presents a problem at the Battalion CP level when
various agencies must work in proximity to each other. On Operation
ORANGE, where the Battalion Tac Net was located 100 meters from the
Regimental Taoc Net to ensure non-interference, land line conneoted the
Reg't Tao Operator with the Operations Center and runners were used to
oarry messages from one point to the other.

i, That theo use of snipers in search and destroy operations be
contimued. They are effective against both entrenched and moving VC
at greater distances than is the average rifleman.

Jje That the installation of a water point is unnecessary in an
area where sufficient looal water sources are available, Halizone and
iodine tablets adequately solve the water supply problem and reduce the
logistiocel problem generated by water can resupplye

-y

Vo ﬁ bl
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e ] OFERATICUN ORANGE — ° 3120
. 010700 = 020700 4pr 1966 ‘ 18 Apr 1966
IN QU Ser | LCIDEN  ACTION T.icalt
0645 NOTE 1. ‘P11 D 1ifted off Sy F
" Q0710 NOTE 2. Pil D lendedi LZ ALLBLTROSS S,F
0712  NOTE ] Pil D securing Objective #1 s,F s e
' 0751 4 Pre to St - Situation Report s,F C
0754 5 Tro to St - Objective #1 scoured 5,F,C
0804 6 Pre to St = Pre B landed in LZ CONDOR s, F,C
0816  NOTE % Pre CF location (ZC 144532) : s,F,M
08%4 WOTE 8 Pre D to Pre - No enemy contact, moving to
_ Objecuive #2 3,F,H1
0839 9 Pil D o Pre - Village sweep, bridge securee .
Rog tc sweep fishing village 5,F,M Lo
0839 10 Pre D to Prc - Fresent looation (ZC169554) S,F,M -
0845 1 Prc to St - bridge located (ZC148537)sccured S5,F,C
0856 12 Pil D 4o P.c - Request to sweep village
S (ZC14634J8§. (Permission granted, informed ‘ !
Stakoout) | : s,F,M
0903% 13 Prc D %o Prc - Front lines located vieinity
J (20174554) :
0906 14 Pil D=6 %o Pre - Front lincs (20142527) to
- (20143533) to (2C148538), CF displacing af
this wimc, Will report location next Sit Rep -
fegqe porwission move from Objective #1. S,F,NM
09%0 15 Pil Db to Pre =CP coord (&C143533) 8,F,M
0955 16 Pro to St - our CP courd aro ?ZC1}8536) s,r,C
1000 17 Pi1 D %o Pre - sit Rep, Front lines (2C145548)
' to (20148538) o (40143582) to (2€135522)  5,F,C
1020 17 Pro 14-D to Fre D=1 = Obsc®fed 4 VO Kl.. Oxiond
- : airerzft condueted strike. S,F,M
1043 18 Pro D 4o Pro - D-1 ~Obgective 2, D=2 (2C175547) w
_ D3 (2C 171546) Bave 11VCs s, F,M i
1043 19 Pil D to lrc - Spot Report ~ Spiper fire vice
(2C138554)
1045 20 Pro D to Pre .- D=t has spoticd 2 peopld  ridge
1ine ¢.od (40155564) Deadlock assisting 5,F
1105 21 Fec D 4o Iru - Have two VC cocrd (2C 155564)
Reg. o usc napalm g,
1105 22 Pre o Fre D- Formission granted 8, F
1106 23 e 4. Trc D -bond minc sweep personnel tO i,
" gtert clencing air ficld S
1110 24 141 D t2 ¥re = 5it Reop front lincs same, no
clinilge 3,F,M
1103 - 25 rre D ¢ Fre - Front lincs (2C148542) only
contact 2 VU =1 arca (air strikec) 5y4,M
1105 26 P1iD ~Pr~ 1000 1lbs. ricc in hut (ZC 14%549) S,F,M
1120 27 Tve bo 8% - Holos lanced 2 vehicles on air ficld,
Feve Circoted pil D to provide sceurity, begin
Minc olcering from (4C 149538) on airficld.
Pre D advencing SW thru hamlet at (2C 173546 )
(mel(a)
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910700 = 020700 ipr 1966 ) , - -
IN  QUE  SER LD AUTTU st
1122 28 tro D to Fro- kre D-3 has one VU KIA 8,5, P
1127 29 Pre D to Pre = tre D=1 has 4 VO KL. :esult . ‘
. of air strike 9,F,
11%0 : 30 111 D to rro = Have established airfield security
Have 2 vehicles on field which don't belong there-~. -
Request instructions Ansj establish security on
~vchicles - 8,F
1432 3 ire to St - Spot Report (4 VO KB4) s,F,C
1137 32 il D to rre - Front lines (20148548) to i
250 1525403 to (2C148538) to (ZC144534)to
70 141526) to (40 123513) 5,F,
1205 , 33 ire D to rre - Front lines (2C 157539) 5,8,
1212 34 Special 8it Rep #2 } 5,%,C
1210 35 Pre 24 to St- Perm W redy to fire. Will register
: as soon as air out of area +FyCy .
1255 36 Fre D to krc - Received sniper fire on D-3 from wr
- across river. Hoturned fire. Continuing mission 3,F, ‘
1300 37 Tre D to kre - Sit Hep ~ now at (2C 154539) . o
cnemy contact. Relay to ¥re 6 he can now reach ug by
1307 38  ive D to iic - Have made physicul contact (helicopter).
w/iin D 5,F
1310 39  izc to ire D - fre 24 wisues to rexister 4o2
cocrd (4C148560), &re you clear of this area.
can mission be fired? 5,7,
1335 40 vre to Ire D = May we re ister mortars as re-
. quest d? Lns; Yes 5;F
1355 41 ¥l D to kre - ¥il D Ck (40147537) 8,F,M
1443 42 ton D %0 ire = Sit Rep no change. kre 6 has
denartel. from our position . S, Fyln
1450 4% il D to ire ~9it Rep Remeins saac 5,7,
1457 44 111 D to Pee -5it Rep - Front lines (4C134523)
to (Z01435%3) to (ZC 145548) to CI {40 147537) 5,8,
140% 45 vre D to rre = D=1, D=3 no charge, D=2 now
(2C 155548) B,T,il
1510 46 ive D to b = CF (20155549) 5,8,
1530 &1 Tor D to Trvu = De2 has four VCS cuord (ZC 152550) 5, F
1557 43 i1l B to tre - 8it Bep no change 3,1
1603 19 “ve U bo Lre ~3it Rep no change, Ci (0 155548) 1y Fytl
1625 59 e B0 2 rerD « OniliZen ST on alr strip,
aocrdinetce nigh’, defensco. Sy fF, T
1455 X Yoo o — Subnit plans for night activities
with 1800 Sit Rep S,
1701 52 tye U to bre = 41l positicns resain s.nc, no
cienty couvact, night work will start soon D, i
1702 5% ipe B to irc - 5ift Hep no change 5,8 o
1152 54 Ive D to tre = One WIA P 4772. From booby trao, ‘
Tot serious, svac to Bad LM S,y Bt
’ 1005 55 Fras Order #1 to UpO 303-66 ' S,F,T

DECLASSIFIED
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STAFF JOURNAL
OPERATION ORANGE
010700 ~ 020700 Apr 1966

INCIDENT

Pil
Pre
Pre
Prao
Pre
Pr:
Pre
Pre
Pil
Pre
Yre
Pre

D to Pro - Night Patrol.

to 8t - Special 8it Rep #3.

to St - Night activities.

D, Pil D to Pre - Sit Rep no contacte
D, Pil D to Pre - No enemy contact.
D 4o Pre - D-3=C departed.

D to Pre - Pre D-1-B, D-2-B ftepnrted.
D to Pre - 9it Rep no enemy contact.
D 4o Pre - Sit Rep no enemy contact.
D to Pre ~ Pre D-2-A, D-3-C departed.
D 4o Pre - Pre D-2-A at ckpt 1.

to Pre D, Pil D - Ref my Fragl 1=66

3120
18 Apr 1966

AQCTION TAKEN
S, F,M

8,F

§,F

S,F

3,7

8,F

8,F

8,F

SyF

to Op0 303-66, change tex? wmder instructions
to Pre Pil to read "Do not cross Bridge

prior to 0700."

Pre

Info St.
D to Pre - Pre D-3-C at ckpt 1, Fre

'I"-5v-C at ckpt 1.

oo D, Pil D, Pre B to Pre - Pre D.2-A at

clpt 2, all units no enemy contact, into Ste 8,F,C

Ire
il
Yre

to St = Special Sit Rep #.
D to Pre ~ Sit Rep no change.
D to Pre - Sit Rep no change.

8,F,C
S,F
§,F,C

S,F
§,F

Ripe Peach B-2 to Pre — Sit Rep no changes S,¥F

¥re
Pro
Pil
Pre

D to Pre - D-2-A at ckpt 3.

D to I're -~ Sit Rep no cheange.

D to Pre - S5it Rep no change.

D to Pre - Pre D=1-A has returned.

Ripe Peach B to Pre - Sit Rep no change.

Pre
Rep
Pil
¥re
Fre
Pil
Preg
Pre
P
Pro
Pre
Pro
il
(zc

AR
-G

D to Pre - Pre D-2-A at cknt 4, Sit
Same.

D to ¥re ~ S5it Rep no change.

D to Iva = D=3=C at ckpt 2.

D to I're = D=2-A has returned.

D to Pre - 3it Rep no eneny contacts
D to Pre = D-3=C at okpt 3.

D to ire - D—j-C returned.

D to Pre - D-2-C returned.

D to Pre = Sit Rep no enemy contacte
to $t - Special Sit Rep #4.

D o Pre — PIS.

D *o0 Pre - Sit Rep - Front lines

173513) to (2C 143553) to (ZC 148538)y

(3 no changca

No enemy oontacte
D to Pre ~ Sit Rep no change.

U
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STAFF JOURNAL
OPERATION ORANGE 3120
020700 ~ 030700 Apr 1966 18 Apr 1966
pe.| gur  SER  INCIDEND ' .+ ACTION TAKEN
0708 1. ' Pre B toPre —Hayve landed, encountered . )
_ . " siall arme fire. S,F
o707 2 Pre to'St - Pre B has lended, enocountered
"small arms fire., : - §yF
0718 3 . ‘Pre D to Pre - Pre D=3 moving., Pre D20
" moving to airfield as seeuwrity. S,F
072% 4 . P11 D to Pre ~ New CP ecord (ZC 153534)s. SoFsM
0743 5 Pre B to Pre = Enemy eontsot - 4 suto:
wpnes (4C 202542) (3rd Plt)e - 8,F
0743 6 Pil D to Pre = PDS. : S,F . .
0800 7T Pil D %o Pre — Sit Rep — Front lines . "
(zC 136518) vo (ZC 141530) to (2C 148538)e
CP no change = 1st Plt moving to dloek
o positions , \“ g 8,F,M
0810 _ .8 Pre D to Pre - Sit Rep - No enemy sentacte ,
‘ De{=B will oheok area napalmed yesterdeye : o
Doo-A will cheek oaves vioinity (ZC 160548)¢
‘ De2-C is at Ripe Peach B position. S,F,M
0830 8 Pre te 5t = Sit Repe 57,0
0915 | - 10 Pre B to Pre - Sit Rep, Cas Rep. S,FM
0916 L1t Pil D to Pre ~ Sit Repe 5,F ¥
0922 12 Pre to Pil D'~ Frag Order 2«66 to Op0
L 30366, | - S,F M
0924 - 45 8¢ % Pre - Instructions concerning bridge . _ .
' ' requeste . 5P T
0957 14  Pre to Bt - Pre B Sit Rep, S,FsC :
0940 ) 19 Pre B-§ to Pre - Request to run air ptrikes:
ecord (ZC 190545) (populated area)e SyFyp
0945 16 Ripe Pesoh B to Pre = VC3 w/booby trap devices
‘ found et bridge (ZC 148538). 8,F
0950 1  Pre to 8t « Be advised Pre B was granted o
' epprovel to eonduot air gtrike on hamlet -1 -
: (2¢ 190545)s o S,F,C -
095C . 18 Pre B %0 Pre - Front lines (20 194547) and
(2C 193%42). CP no changes 2 VC wounded, S,F,M :
fleeing (ZC 208542); 1 VC KIA (2C 208542)e ,

0954 19 ~ Pre to St ~ Pil D=3 bloeking (2C 157530)e
: ‘ Pre B (P displacing, Pre B receiving
sporadis small arms fire in hamlet (z¢ 200543)s S,F

1005 | %0 Pil D to Pro -~ Sending troops to (z¢ 150548)
 to cheek on sniper fire from that ared.’ SyF,0
1015 4 Pro B to Pre « Plet pimned down by fire
at (Z0 190545), Troops moving to oheok
villages S,F,®
| DNCLASSIFIED |
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STAFF JOURNAL
OPERATION ORANGE : 3120
020700 '~ 030700 Apr 1966 18 hpr 1966 _
I U0l g LNCIDEND - ACTTON TAKEN
1040 o2 Pre D to Pre —Pre D=3 received eniper 2
wwe. . firve 8t (2C 1715?7). D-3-4 now, checkinge
.. " Prg DupeB 1 at (ZC 147548)s - S,F,M
1110 23 Pil D to Pre - Contacting Pre D ooord
. ' (2 143547) to villege. (20 145548 8,F
114 24 . Pre ‘to"Pre D « Move your troops back to
) ' your sec¥or from villages 8,F,M E
1118 2 8t to Pre - Reg. re-evaluate request for L
X bridging. . . S,F e
1420 26 Disregard bridge material rege 8,F
1126 o 2T Pil D to Pre - Moving out  * village c
© . ooord (2C 145548)s - :. . SyF,M
1140 - 28 Pre D to Pre = Pre De2-hA checking man in
Y boat on river (2C 155546)s S,F
1148 ) ' ','Sﬁeo?or to Pre - 6 Amer, 2 LLDB, 20 NUNG, ‘
T 3 irtterp digging in along river benk. AL e
T ¢ 'dresged im camo'utilities. S,F,T 4
1150 ) 30 *  Pil D to:Pre =Pil D in villege coord ‘
. (2€ 145548);-no V@ in.sight, s SN
1150 34 ' Pre D to Pre'~ Pre-D-2 back in Pre D ‘ ,
C - . sj.tiond P, - e _ : “ 3 S,F 'M A R
1200 ‘ 32 - Pre’D toPre - Sit-Rep — o enemy ocontacts Cean ‘
‘ -t Pre D=2 has returned to, GPs .. s,F,M
1200 33 Pre to St Speglel. Sit Rep #5. , SyF
1205 . 34 P41 D 4o Pre - Front lines (ZC 145548) to e
< ee (3 147531) to (2C 154335) Ho (2C 156530)s
. T CP location: (20 145548)« Completed ;gearch
s .gs. of village (IC 148548)s 8,F,M
1208 38° °  Pre D to Pra ~ 15 personnel moving north
77 from (2C 140555). - v S,F e
1212 C %6 Pre B to Pre-- Front lines (ZC 196542) to
| (20 193549) ¢ Received light & heawy I
o . fire end mortar fire... . S,F,M,Reg't
122% , . . 3T PAF D to Pre - Semi-gutomatic and sutomatio
ot five from either (ZC 138555) or (2C 139556 )e -
, . .. Tiring at AOy Reqs A0 tostay on gstations S,F : b
1225 38 Pil D to Pre - Have searched village at
o el . @S (ZC 1454) Req. permission to pull P1t
T © out for fire-missiony. . - SyF
2309, ... . 39 ' 'Rosdhont K to Pre.- Spotted poss. mortery
' PO M émplacement  (4C 196542) to (z¢ 1935495&‘-‘
- . " Saw 1 VC WIA being carried to housg
| (20 192543)e iy = SoF
Syt comy i 2 CONFIDENTIAL
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1245

1248

1255
1300
1303
1340
1310 .
1311

1315

1320

1350

1400
1310=1340 NOTE

1345 NOTE
1405

1411

S®R
40

"

g2

44

5

41

49

50

51

52
»

54

55

’ ch‘a.nge.’ : "
Prg 3 to Pil D — Pre 6 directs you to have
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STAFF JOURNAL
OPERATION ORANGE 3120
020700 ~ 03070¢ Apr 1966 18 Apr 1966
INCIDENT N ACTION TAKEN
Pre D to Pre = D=1-B found one VC harbor
gite. Found one bldg: 20x5Q ft. occupied
within last 12 hre. at (2C 189563). De-
. sbroyed building. - 8,F
‘Pre D %0 Pre - Obgerved 2 rds WP at coord
(2¢ 140558). . S,F
~ Pre D to Pre - Have obgerved 10 eople
. moving around village (zC 139558). Have
requasted artillery. SeF

Pil D to Pre - Have shot sniper out of

tree (ZC 143553). Req. permission %0

oross river to recover bodye - S,F
Pre D to Pre - Sit Rep all quiet - mo

one P1t prepared to join Plt at blocking
position to .be launched at major objective
assigned blocking Plt. S,¥
Pil D to Pre ~ Received approximately 10

rds stiiper fire from (ZC 137553). Request

to sweep villege (ZC 1358) with one Flts 5F
Pre D to Pre -~ 10 VC reported earlier are
still in ares, firing at Pil D from coord

(zC 140556)s . _ - - SF
Pil D to ¥re ~ 54t Rep « Front lines at

(%C 144549) + (4201?8538) %o Szc 154535)

o ((2C 156530). CP (ZC 148538)s 4 VOB

at (2C 156530). 8,F

Pre D to Pre — Rosemont A reports VC Sqd

at (20 140952). Pil D trcops 100 yds

from them. They are ceamouflaged and try-

ing to avoid observation by A0, ‘ S,F
Pre to Pre 14 - Need copters to 1if¢ 150

troops from Pil D across river to bloek

fOI‘MPFEG B, . . S’F,14
Pre tp il D.- Stand by to be lifted soross

- SONG VU GIA to reinforce your block. SyF
Gen, ENGLISH visited Bn CP. 54FyC
Cr 3, Cr 6 visited Fre CP. 8,F,C

Pre-to Pil D - Move Co. to LZ behind block=-
ing position. Nove NE from (20 165528)
through villages, meke contact w/Pre B.
Stey olear of DUC THINH. Copéers will lift

. you from (4C 155528) as soon as availables 8,F,T

Pre D to Pre = Intend to send Sqd to

village (ZC 145548) to prevent re-entry of
Lol S ’F

TVe
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1412 56
1417 57
1422 58
1432 NOTE 59
1437 60
1437 61
1456 62
1455  NOTE 63
1504 ‘64
NOTE 65
1520 66
1540 617
1550 68
1552 69.
1640 70
1607 7
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 OPERATION ORANGE 3120
020700 ~ 030700 Apr 1966 18 hpz 1966
INCIDENT ACTION TAKEN

Pre D to ¥re — Sit Rep no enemy contacte  SsF

'pi1 D to Pre - 3 VC KIA (ZC 1355). Bodles

not recovered due to water hagard. Aotion

took plece approximetely 021310H, S,F
Pre D to Ve = 4 VO in rice paddy coord

(ZC 144559), moving in diemond formation, S ,F 40
Copters lifted off from Pre CP to lift

Pil D to block position, then will evac

_ Pre B oamsualties. S,F
Pre 6 to Pre - Relay to 5t 6 - Pre 6 ro=
quested Reg't Reserve Co, from Swaine. 8,F,C
P41 D to Pre - lifting off %o reinforce
blocke ‘ s ,F

§t 6 to St - Pre will use 2 Co's. search
end destroy DONG PHUOC (1), south of rivers
Req. the 2 hr, ale®t Co, from Swain be
committed AS/P for Pre OPCON, Get 14 to
to set up lift and land Swein Co. on LZ
EZC 149538). L2 secure, ack. receipt

orig. meg retained by S46.). 5yFyC
$i1 D to Pre ~ Pil D lift to (2C 156530)
completes - 5,F,C .
Pre D to Pro - Sit Rep no chenge. S,F
Pre B located (ZC 190535). S,F,M
St t0 Yre ~ Reqs vackground info leading

to present situation. 5,F
7411 D to Pre < If we are to meke physical
contact w/ire B we can't block DUC TINH t0

the southwest. : S,F
St t0 Pre - Swain will 1ift from Hill 55

St to Pre = Shove 6 req. Situation ASLP.  S,F
Pre WeSport to Pre = Sec. of 81's from

Pil D is airborne, on way to Fre B position
(zC 190935). arrived 1655 8,F
Pre to St « At 021212 Fre B encountered
mortar fire, heavy auto wpns fire from heme
let (ZC 194545). One I'Lt pimed doun.

iir strike & erty fire silenced enemy mortaxr
fires ~However, small erms fire continued.
Pre B oontinued edvance, however, it was not
oxpected to advence beyond §ZC 180540)

prior to derkness., Fil D(w) was helilifted
to join P4l D at block position (2¢ 157530

. gt 021437, to“aﬁaoklfrom that po;nt to NE

4  CONFIDENTIAL
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s OPERATION ORANGE 3120
020700 ~ 030700 Apr 1966 18 Apr 1966
IN © QUR  SER  INCIDENT o . ACTION TAKEN
o 70ACon't end meke phyeiosl contact v/fPre B, - With
R 2 Co's. committed to- south benk of SONG VU GIA,
Pro required 4 additionel rifle Co, %o
meintain security for-airfield and Per W, . 8yF,0C
1642 . T Pre D-2 receiwing sriper fire from village
© at (ZC 140538). S,F
1602 . . . 72 Pil D to Pre - Contact w/enemy coord o
. (z¢ 173834). S ByF
1630 ' 7 . i1 D to Pre - Hewe 6 WIA and 1 VO WIA
- et (26 160530). : : 8,F,9=1
-, 1641 74 Pre to St - Pil D has encountered heavy
" emall arms fire (ZC 160530) « S,F
1644 5. Pre to Pre D = D=3 report-to Fre B as
- seourity for 1§ ROC. D-1 will re~join yous 5,F,T
1650 76  Pre to St - Spot Report. S,F,C
1711 17 . St to Pre - Need est. VC KIA due to air
: ‘ ‘end arty. Report-all YO cas, realistically.
. * A1l cas. must be reporied. Need info. from
. Pre 1 on casualties. SyF
M4 7 ~ Pi1 D to Pre - Bngaged 20-30 VG, 1 VO K14,
a 1 VC WI4, 1 VCS, 1 Springfield rifle M-1503
L voaptured -(7C 169530). _ Sy
1720 NOTE . ‘79 . ~ Warechouse I ie landing at airstrip. S,F,M
1732 80 ¥re D to Pre - D-Z is at (2ZC 162546). S,F,M
1745 81 Pre B to Pre — Confirmed 6 VC KIA, 10 VO
‘ ' WIA, 2 VCC, meny other enemy casualties by
' ‘eir &nd arty. : ~ ’
1810 82 Pre to St - Special Sit Rep #6. SyF,0
1824 .83 . Pre D to Pre = Spot Rep (VC oni er KIA)e S,F
1835 84 Pre to St - Spot Rep (Entry #838. $,F,C
1845 . 85 Fre D to Pre - D=1 now at CP. D-2-B to
join De2=ii C S,F,M
1915 86 Warehouse B CP (ZC 161543). - §,F,M
1940 a7 8t to Pre - Can Special Forces exeocute
drops and 1ifts tomorrow ae gcheduled? = &,F
1952 86 $re D to Pre = D-i-i imbush (2C 160548)
from 022000 to 030100H. Dut=C Ambush st
~ (zC 151555) from 022100-030300H, 5,F
2005 89 Vhse I to l're = In position at 1955 from
(26 158540) to (20 170544)+ S ¥
2025 90 ~ ¥re to St ~ Bit Repy . : SF
2025 . 91 741 D to ¥re -~ Sit Rep no change.. . S,F
2050 92 Pre D to Pre.- D-1-4 has left this positions S,F
2103 93 FPre D to I're « No change. ' 8,F

5 |
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CONFIDENTILL
STAFF JOURNAL.
0. ERATION ORANGE 3120
020700 = 030700 hpr 1966 18 Apr 1966
- IN - OUT SER INCIDENT , ACTION TAKEN
2125 94 8t 6 to Pro 6 - Freg Order.. : 8,F
2130 - 95 = Pre D to Fre -Ure D-1=C has departed. S,F
2137 96, . Pro to Pil D - Questiox on Cas, reporte  S,F
0900. 97 -+ Dre to St = Recep on Pre B action from E
2235 98 Pre D $o Pre = Sit Rep no enemy contacts S,F
2230 99 Pre to St = 51t Rep = Pil D end Pre B
Front lines.. . S S,F,M
2310 100 Pil D to Pre - Sit Rep no change. 5,F
To2327 101 Pre to St - Adr drops end air lifts
. goheduled for (3 Aprg can proceed as
ascheduleds - 5,F,C .
2342 102 St to-Pre - Do you still have oontact with o

ve? Ip there is any small erms fire? Give o
coord. and est, VC strength. Request Spot i
. Report. ) . _ :
2352 105 St to Pre - Verify ooord of Pil D=2,
' hppears line is too. extensive, Verify coord
of Pil D=3, Seems to be too fer veste
What is present disposition of ¥re B and
C .Pre D.E? S'F
0100 104 Pre to 9t = No enemy contact. VC oooupy ,
P same position they did enrlier today, FPre B e
front line position, B=1 and B-3 from coord
ézc 158534; to (2C 193531)s Pre D=3
%C 192549) to (2C 197546). Fre B=2 on
patrol towards hamlet of NGOC KINE(2). 8,F

$,F

0100 105 Pre D to Pre - Pre Dei=i is back at CP. 8,F
0130 106 Pre o St - Special Sit Rep #7. SyF
0140 - 107 Tre B to Pre = Pre B~2Z received mortar S
fire while advencing towards NGOC KINH(2). A
No friendly oas, withdrewn back to vie. S
(zc 19554551 T Marities + 1 M-60 MG un-
sccounted for at this time. §F
0150 108 Pre to Pre B, Til D, Pre D, Whse I, Relay 7
to St =~ Frag Ordor 4-66 to 0p0 303-66. s,F,C. ‘
0227 109 Pre to St - Pre B-2 received incoming mor=
. ters while advaneing towards NGOC KINH(2)»
' No friendly pasuelties. Withdrew to
blocking force (ZC 195548). S,F,M
0243 110 Pre D to Pre = D=1-C returned. 8,F
0258 111 Pre D to ire - No enemy contact. 8,F
0390 412 ~ P11 D, Whse I, Pre B - No enemy oontacte S5,FsC
0410 113 S+. to Pre ~ Is Pre D north or south of
P river? 5,F
) LA BRI
6 CONFIDENTLAL
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ST4FF JOURNAL
OPERATION ORANGE 3420
020760 - 03@7@ Apr 1966 18 f&PI' 1966
pail by SER INCIDENT ACTION TAKEN
0425 114 Pre D, Pre B, Pil D, Whae I to F're - Sit
Rep no enemy contact. 8,F,C
0440 115 Pre B 4o Pre - Downed helicopter ignited
by incendiary device. 3 persons were
burned. Req. emergenoy Med Evao. 5,F

0440 116 Pre to St « Spot Report on hit heloe
Corrected info =~ not VC incendiary devices S,F,C

0452 17 Pre B to Pre - B=Z received 60mm rds from
village NGOC KINH(2), Area interdicted.
Mortar fire suppressed, Be2 searching arece 5,F,C 7

0520 118 Pre B to Pre - Casualty report of burned .
ergommels 5,F .
0525 119 're to St - location of Pre D. S,F
0555 120 Pre to St - Special Spot Report #8. S,F
0602 121 St to Pre = Req., number of morter rds
Pre B received, 4nswer - See my Spot
Report, 8,F
0630 122 P41 D to Pre = 1 WIA; 1 KIA ooord (z¢ 1335575. 8,F
"1
J

7 Gk v
[ UNCLASSIFIED |

DECLASSIFIED



CONFIDENTIAL
o our
0700
3715
0710
0718
0722
0730
0756  NOTE
0800  NOTE
0810
0817
0820
0820
0825  NOTE
0850
0852
0846
0904
0906

O O®~1 O WU o~ W

"B

10
1"
12
13
14

15

16

17

16

DECLASSIFIED

STAFF JOURNAL ,
OPERATION ORANGE 3120
030700 = 040700 Apr 1966 - 18 Apr 1966
INCIDENT ACTION TAKEN
OPENED JOURNAL. o
8t to Pre ~ Reqs further info on dburning
of helo - extent of -damage and hovw burn
ocasualties were inourreds : 8,F
Pre D to Pre.— Pre D-1 on vay to blocking. -
poeition north of SONG VU GIA. S,Fy M
Pre to St = 4 men near NGOC KINH(Z) fired
on by Pre B, men returned to'village. 8,F
. Pre to St — Arty commenced fire on DONG
PHOUC at 030715H, ; 3,F
St to Pre - Special Forces airlift post
poned. Will give new time when availebles S,F
Scout dog team attached to I 3/3, SyF

Shove 6, Crowd 6, Col. DULACKI errived at

Pre CP. v . S'F
¥re B to Pre 2 - Lt MARTIN reports pesgword
ocmpromiseds VG located in NGOC KINH(2)

(ZC 140545) end TAM HIEP (20 194549). Havae

"1 50 cel M6 at (2C 194545). VO in blaok
w/natural oamo in trenches and well prepered

defensive positions. Sy
Pre to St - Have resumed arty fire on DONG
PHUOC. o 8,F,C
Pre B 0 Pre — Sniper attached to B just

killed one VC, , S,F

'8t to Pre - When situation permits rege

‘sdditional info eoncerning burning helo. . S,F
Perm Whiskey reports secondary explosion

in DONG PHUOG(ZS? : S,F
Pi1 D 40 Pre - Sit Rep - Front lines at
(zC 158528) to (2C 170532) to (ZC 178536) e
P (20 173534)+ ~ B,F,M
Pre o St - S, sniper killed one VO in Pre
B area (ZC 1837537). Pre D1 at (2C 163544)
to (2C 161544). ,
Pro to $t = Boet observed at (ZC 158538)
orossing river, taken under fire by Fre

Dav from (40 163543). Boat egainst north

A ]

bank of SONG VU GIA. 8,F
Pre to St - Shove 6 at this position, arty
eirlift in progress. 8yFy

Pre D to Pre ~ Sit Rep - No ememy ocontactse
Pre D2 1 VCS their position. D=1 observed
8=10 people moving to boat (zc 156534)s If
they enter boat we are prepered to commence
fira,. ' S,F

[UncLassiren ]
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0925 22
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STAFF JOURNAL
PERATION ORANGE 3120
030700 —~ 040700 Apr 1966 18 Apr 1966

INCIDENT LOTION TAKEN Y
Pro to S5t « Pil-D OF sanme, iil D=1 at
(z¢ 158528). Pil De2 (ZC.170552). Pil
D3 (2C 178536). s,F,M
4 S8qd Engs sttached to Whse I. 8,F !
Pre to St — hir.strike delayed, waiting

 for FAC(A) to srrive., Front line poeitions
of all units, _ 8,F,C

' 8t %o Pre - Regards to boat, req. to know
demege to.boat and VO end any other pertinent
info. S,F
St to Pre - Req. to know if Ripe Veach B is
up on M=T78e¢ - . 8,F,Commo ,RI'B
Pre D to Pre - 4 VC crossing rice paddy,
St sniper killed 2 of them. ' '8,F
Pre to St - iir strike commenced 030940 on
DONG I'HUOC. . 8,F
Tre to St — Pre D=2 has 1 VCS at their
position. Pre D=1 observed B-10 persons wr
moving toward boat (20 156534). 8,F

Pre to Pil D ~ Be advised Whee I will be
landing at your blocking position shortlye
Bave 1t there provide LZ security and pop
smoke when copters arrives 5)F
Whse I starting sirlift ecross SONG VU GIAe S,F
Whee I to Pre - On L2, preparing to fire arty. S,F
Pre B to Fre - Spot Report. 8,F

" 8t 6 to St - Advise of ETA of additional
company from Swain. - Monroe 6 epproved this. S5,F
Tre to St - Whse I began helilift at
031025, S,F
Pre to St - Ref. meg 22 end 24. S,F
Pre to S5t - Whee I at L2, prepared %0
fire erty. Ref msg 29 helilift oompleted v
031050, .~ 5,F
Pre D to Pre, - Spot Report. 84F

*Pre B to Pre - Pre B-2 attempted to regover
KIA's from yesterdays aotion. Received 50
oal., M3 and auto wpns fire from vioinity
(2C 194545)s B-2 returned to blocking
position (2C 199548). Will call erty and
gir in{ - Pre D=1 got eniper fire vicinity

(%0 145549)e 1 USMC VIA. s,F,C
Tre'D, 7il D to Pre - Sit Rep no enemy
contact. S,F
2 CONFIDENTIAL
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1214 38
1230 39
1250 40
1235 41
1255 42
1280 NOTE 43
1243 44
1245 45
1250 46
1252 47
1254 48
1305 49
1315 50
1315 51
1320 52
1324 53
1325 54
1325 55
1330 56
1337 57
1339 58
1352 59
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 STAFF JOURNAL
.. OVERATION ORANGE 3120
030700 = 040700 Lpr 1966 18 Apr 1966

INCIDENT L - ACTION TAKEN
8¢ to Pro - Wase L dopsirts Hill 55 at h %P
031300H, Heljoopter availability dicates ‘
time, ETA your position 031310H, 8,F
Rosemont to Pre - 40 spotted 2 VC in trees ,
at (ZC 168562}, Launehing rockets. 8,F

Pre D to Pre — Reds to fire rockets ab

(2C 143552) at snipers, Permsafon granted. 8,F
Pre D to Pre - Pre D hears ento fire from
viocinity where 40 ‘spotted VC, Preparing

to fire 81's if roquired. - - 8,F
Pre to Pre D = Bg prepered to move Pre

Do back soross SONG CON, “Whee L will re-

lieve them in place and will assume oont¥ol
gootor. previously nssigned to ¥il D SyF

Ay strike commenced on DOUNG P’HOUC 8,F

St 6 to Monroe - TAC(A)-and fixed ving

support departed area 031030H without re=—
lief, Adr support urgently requireds S,F
St %o 're = From Stove 3 = St now has 4 w
105 Hows on 2 hr alewts 2 additionel bate H
tories now on 4 hr alert. If all batteries
were comuitted a total of 5 batteries

" will support OPERATION ORANGE. S,F

Tre to Pil D - Your resupply will be de=

- livered ;s soon as choppers are available. 5,F,T

Pre tc Whee I - Be prepared to move out

efter oompletion of air strikes 8,F,T
Pre to 8t - Spot Report from ¥re D, eniper
fire.. ) . : S,F
Pre to St - Whse I commenced attacking
DONG PHCUC. 8,F
Pre to st - SPGOi&‘l Sit Rep #9. S,F’C
Pre to St - Pre De? firing 3.5 WP at Ve
_snipers vieinity (2C 143552). 8,F,0C
Pro to St = Whee I.attacking DONG PHOUC '
031310H, - - §,F,Reg't
- Vhee L commenced landinge S,F,Reg't
Wnse I to Fre - At west edge of DONG FHOUC. S,F
Pre to St = air strike on DONG PHOUC. §,F,C
Pre 0 St - Pre Be1 2 VC snipers vioinity
(20”205553). . - S4FsC
P41 D'to Pre — No ememy contact. S,F
Pre B to Pre - Pre. B displacing CP. 8,F
Whee I to Pre - Front lines at (ZC 164537)e
Yo enemy contact. SyFyReg't
3 ARG e
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STAFF JOURNAL
OPERATION JOURNAL 3120
030700 — 040700 hpr 1966 18 4ipr 1966
puif ouT SER INCIDENT - ACTION TAKEN
1400 . 60  Pre B to Pro — Casualty reporte 8,F
1410 - R | , 8t to Vre ~ A0 reports 8 USMC bodies e¥
~ "' (20 190545), sighted at 031200H. Confirm
X and teko appropriate aotion. S)F
1415 62 ‘Pre to St =~ Whse I entered west edge of
; . DONG PHOUC(4 )e ' No enemy contact. Whee L
.. elements have arrived this position. s, F,C
1420 .63 Pre 0 St - At (ZC 193545) «50 oal. and
other euto wpns. VC occupy NGOC KINH(2) and
: LiD “THUAN in foroe. 6 VC KIA &% ooord
o . (z¢'197542). Estimate 10 VC WIA, unknown .
..+ edditionsl number from 81's and arty. - §,F
1421 64  ¥re to St —Whee I front lines coord
, (zC"164537) to (ZC 166540) to (2C 167536 )e S,F
1425 €5  Pre B to Pre - C¥ (2C 197537)s Front lines.
(2¢ 193537) to (20 204537), B-1, B35 B-2y
D3 (3¢ 200554) to (ZC 203552). S,F,Reg't
1455 66 Yre B to yre - How front line position ;
‘ from (ZC 200554) to (GC 203552), left
flenk riow (ZC 193537)e S,F,C
1505 NOTE 67 ¥re B calling air strike on NGOC KINE. 8,F
1507 68 - ¥re to St - 8it Rep - Unit locations. 8,F
1512 69  Pre to St = Whee I front lines (zC 166540)
to (2C 167536 ). . hir strike being oonducted
. on NGOG KINH. - ‘ S,F,C
1527 NOTE 70 i11 except 35 troops of Whse L have landed.
ETA remainder 1527. , 8,F
1537 .M Whse I to Pre ~ Completed $/D operations
in DONG PHOUC(4)e Front lines from coord
(7 168541) to (ZC 173538). Discovered 1
ChiCom grenade, booby trep gate; do~
stroyed 5 tunnels; osptured 5 VCS,. SyF
1550 T2 Tre to Yre B, Pil D into St - Freg Order
‘ 566 to OpO 303-66. SyFC
1607 (p] Pre to 5t = Pil D launched attack on LAP
| THUAN (2C 184537). §,F,C
1610 NOTE T4 Adr will napalm NGOG KINH(2), arty will
fire on LAF THUAN (zc 1845375. P11 D will
attack following prep. fires. 5,F4C
1615 7 Pre to S5t - Whse L completed insertion
at 031610H, 8,F,C
1628 7 - Wnee L to I're - Have landed at (ac 145534)
will.esteblish CP (2C 147543). Will
advige of aotivities ASAD. _ 8,
4 CONFIDENTIAL
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1640  NOTE
1689
1702
1650
1657
1706
1715
1723
1740
1746
1800
1839
1845
1840
1846
1851
1855
1855
1835
1930

SER

78

T84

C 81

82

03

84

s

87

88

89
90
91
92

93

94
95

Pre to St.- Arty prepped NGOC KINH(Z).

sction 2 Apr.
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STAFF- JOURNAL
OPERATION - ORANGE
030700 - 040700 Apr 1966

INCIDENT \ ACTION TAKEN

fir strike on NGOC. KINH(2) produced at
leasst 1 secondary explosion.

‘8¢ to 8t 6§ -'Shove 3 aske if you want

enother arty btry committed in area.of
operations.  Vlease advise. ASAP.

ihet Not at this time, will discuss
later. ' ©oe

"P{1 D to Pre = We have crossed GL 184

No ocontaot et this time. - T

Pre to St - Pil D Sit Rep. i ‘
Pre D to Pre -~ Pre D=1 vicinity (z0 170554)
received sniper fire from vieinity eoord
(2C 174554). Fire returned; enemy fire

*suppressed,

P41 D to Pre - Request permission to
begin attack on NGOC KINH(2).

Pre to St - I'il D ocmmencing attack on
NGOG KINH(2). Fre B-2 commencing attack
on TAM HIEP,. A

Pre D to Pre « Spot Reporte.

Pil D ettacking NGOC KINH at 031745H.
Wheo L to Pre « Night activities.,

Pre D to Pre = Night activitiess

Pre D to Pre - .D-2-C is at airfield.
Pre to St — Special Sit Rep #10.

Whse I to ¥re - Have 1 WIA.

Pre D to Pre - B1's took 6 VC under fire
at (2C 181554) ='KIA 6 VC.

Pre D to Pre = GV no change. Ded at coord
(z¢ 183545). D-2 (ZC 155549).

Pre to St - Pre B reaches south edge of
¥ HIEP, D1l D reached NeS GL 19; Pil D
recoived sniper fire from (ZC 184548).

- Bniper being pursued. by Pil D, PreD

located (ZC 181545)%

Pre to St ~ Pre D firing on 4 VC coord
(2C 180558) w/8imm mortars .

Proc to St - Hamlet NGOC KINE(2) secured

by P41 D, TaM HIE® seoured by Yre D=3; 6
USMC -KIA bodies removed. Presently gstab=

“lishing blooks around villege complexes
of TAM HIEF, NGOC KINH(2), and NGOC KINH(1)

6 USMC KIA being Med Evac are result of

| UNGLASSIFIED |
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CONFIDENTIAL
STAFR JOURNAL
: OPERATION ORANGE 3120
030700 < 040700 Apr 1966 ' 18 Apr 1966
Iy -ourr SER INCIDENT N ACTION TAKEN
2000 . 9% - Vhse 'L to Pre - Ambush Lefe! and Leho? , '
' have' departed Cl. A 5,F
2005 97 Pre D-to Pre = D=2-A departed, S,F
2010 : 98 Whee I‘engaged in fire fight. 8,F,C !
2020 - 99 - Bgt KLUFP from ITT sendes Villege PF's
S 7 411 eonduct sweep (4C 146531) to (ZC 155535)
. from 0320m - 0324w. RS S, ]
1930 ‘ 100 8t to Pre -~ Are you in sontact with enemy? S,¥
1910 101 St to Pre - Request future-plans. 8,F

2003 102 Pre to 5t -~ 6 VC (ZC 181554) teken under.
g4 fire. FO reporte fire on targete
6 VC KIA. : 8,F
1925 103 St ‘to Pre - Ensure Whse I surrounds and
thoroughly secrches DONG PHOUC(1)es Search
for oaves and in every housge Use dogs, block

. ‘all escape routes. Sy
2005 104" ' Pre to St - Night aotivities. S,F
2010 405 - Pre to Bt - Whee I firing. 8,F
2010 106 Pre to 9t - Whse I 9 WIL from mine coord
. zc 171539). ‘, 8,F
2054 107 vil D to Pre - Canisters looated eoord
| ' (ZC 167544), (2 193545), (2C 190643)s SiF
2033 106 -~ Pil D to Pre ~ Front lines. CP (ZC 190545).
- 6 KIA reesvered, ' 3,F
7105 g 109  Vhee L to Pre - ARVN sweep (26 150534)
2000-2400. Canisters located (2C 146531)
and (26 155535)s S,F,M
7110 . 110 Pre D to Pre - Request re-attachment of
_ Bng. A4nsver - negative. s,F,C
2} s 2 111~ St to Pre - Instructions for NGOC KINH(2)
) * attAdKs ' N ' S’F
7115 442 Pil D to Pre - Front lines (zC 186545) o
izc 193345) o .(2C 291530) to (2C 203553)
' Ambush), to (ZC 199554). 8,1,M
2121 113  * Pre D to Pre - L.2-B departed. S,F
2104 114 Tre to St - snewer and plans, ref. msg
_ #100 and 101, . S,F
2207 115  Whee I to Pre - Night sotivities I

0% 2300-040200, Cr (ZC 185543 ). I 2 040200-
, 040500, CP (2C 185541)s S,F
2230 116 Pre.-to &£11 Units - Frag0 6-66 to OpnO 303-66s 8,F,T,0C

237 417 Bt te Pre - Rog. lateral 1imits of Co'se SyF
2230 1198  Pre D to ’re - 9pot Report sniper fire. 8,F,C
e e 6 CONFIDENTIAL
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STAFF JOURNAL
OPFRATION ORANGE

030700 - 040700 Apr 1966
INCIDENT

Pre to St ~ Front lines,

Pre B to Fre - Pre BwZ in plage. Northern
boundary (ZC 205545). Southern boundery
(zC 208542).

Pre D to Pre ~ D=1 Spot Report of sniper
fire, no casualties.

Pre to St - Speeial Bit Rep #11s

Whoe L rof FragO 6-66.

Pre B, Pre D, Pil D, Whse I, Whse L to

. Pre - Sit Rep no enemy contact,

¥re B, Pre D, Pil D, Whee I, Whee L to
Pre - No enemy contacts

St to Pre - Flare ship required on emother
mission. (4nswered he is released)e

St to Pre - Arc light info.

" Pre to St - D=2-A has returned.

Pre B to ¥re - Sit Rep no enemy contact,
no change.

Pre D to Pre - Sit Rep no change.

Pi1 D to Pre - Sit Rep no chenge.

Whee I to Pre - Sit Rep no change.

Whse L to Pre - Sit Rep no change.

Whee L to Pre - 14 4 departed CY.

Pre B, Whse I, ¥Whee L, Pil D, Pre D to
Pro - 8it Rep no change.

Pro B to Pre = No changee.

Pre D, Pil D, Whse L — Sit Rep no changes
Unsble to ralse Whee I on Bn Tac.

Pre D, Whge L to Pre - Sit Rep no chengee
Pre to St - Special Sit Rep #12.

Pre D, Whse L to Pre = Sit Rep no change.
¥re B to I're - Pre B-2-D located coord
(zC 209543), saw 3 boats 1000 meters eest
of their position at 040617,

Ire D to Pre - Sit Rep no change, D=1 is
on move to coord (ZC f5¥p66 ). Going to

3120
18 4pr 1966

AOTION TAKEN
S,F

S,F

8,F
s,F,C
S,F

5,F,C

§,F,C
8yF
3,F

$,F,C
84F,C
S,F,0C
§,F,C
$,F,0
SyF

s,F,C
S,F,C
5,F,C
S,Fy
S,F
§,F,C
5,F

S,Fy".‘l

check out area of 8imm mission of yestordaye SyF,l
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STAFF JOURNAL
OPERATION ORANGE
040700 = 050700 kpr 1966

INCIDENT

" Pro 0 St - Arc‘lv‘igl"xvt conducted NE our

position st 040700H.

Pre B to P're ~ Pro B-2 sighted 7 VC with

weapons north of theks position moving
towards NGOC -KING, L ,

Pre B to Yre - Pre:B«5 spotted 3 Ve in
Kheki, coord (ZC 185535) moving morth,
now being engaged.

Whse L to Pre — I 2 starting patrol,.
Pre B-2 beginning 5/D operation hamlet

NGOC KINE(1)s Will search to (20 199542).

Pro B-q searches from (ZC:199542) to

(zC 1905%9). B~3 seerches LiP THUAN.
Pre D-2 cormencing search of TAL SON at
(2C 140558). .

Pre to St - Army Special Forces Ceridbou
airoraft lended 040745H.

Pre B to Fre - Pre B=3 just shot 2 VC et
ooord (ZC 185535). They are lying in
rica paddy. ‘ ' '

#11 D front lines and CP remain same,

Dotail seerching NGOC KINH(2). Eet, 4 hrs

intentions detail seesrch TAM HIED,

Pre D to Pre — D=1 sending unit to coord
(70 '185545) to observe TAM HIEP(info St)e
Pre to 5t =~ Correction on entry #7.

Pre D to Pre = Pre D=2 engaged 2-3 VC ot
(zC 140558). - =

Whee L to Pre — Moving to objective.

Pre D to Pre = Spot Rep = D-2 sweeping

villege (ZC 140558)s Received sniper fire

and encountered wire obstacles. Yo
casualty. -

Pre to St - Lrty firing on 6 "A" frame

structures (ZC 168524). -
Shove 6 arrived Pre CP.

Pre to 8t - Location of Scet Snoop at

(26" 112542) and (20 154524)
Pre D to Pre -~ D-2 sweeping village at

(7€ 140558)« - Found VC propraganda

neterial, D-1-C. (2C 180560). D-1-B at
(zC 182545). D1k (ZC 188548).
Pre to St - C-130 air drop at 040850H.
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ACTION TAKEN

iR ACE DAY
Pyg = PreD-t VC harbor
(2€ 180560) with 600 lbs rice and VO

D=2 found caves and fortifiocations
3,F,C

to of,

"
HE

LSRN L)

(2C 139559).
Whse I to Pre = Received smell arms fire
from village (20 126555). - Attacking

St to Fre =
CF 040935H.
Yre D to VPre -

. S,F,C

Perchment 6 will arrive I're
. D=2 has found small erme ‘

rounds and rice in urns, Have one old man

who volunteeped to lead us to a tunkers S,F,0

" AD 4o Pre 2 = 40 reports VC Sqd with auto

 moving on reported VC position.
Pre to St - Shove 6 departed

‘KINEf2),

s Pro to 8% - Req. #dditional Eng. support
to sssist. in  blowing baves end bunkerss

7 Wnge L %0 Pre > Pound trench 50 meters
 16ng (2 128557)¢

o

° ,tinuesﬁlb

Whee D to Yre - Found 800 1lbs rice, 200

~ rice mill and 1 gate (2C 199543 )+

)y

S,F,C .
| ‘ rted 1’re 040940H. SyFyC
P11.D to Pre = Completed search of NGOC
T §F,0

wpne (ZC 124560). Vnse L now at (2C 126555

Whee' units prrived w/o Biig.
.?re: :,D/ to Pre e s ) ehetifr romtact
» 5/D operationss 7
'0°D to Pre’ — DAl found
4000, 1bs 7460 (ZC 180558).

8,F,C
v cong 89Fy0
approximately

597G -

ur

" Déstroyed 7 spider holee
Ve

e B

(20 127557), 1'VC RIA, 2-3 additional
possible WIA in same action. .
Wnee L to Pre - Found 500 1bs rice at
(2¢ 127554). '
Pre to 5% - Pre B-1 searching (ZC 199543 )
to SW found 800 1ba rice, have blown 3
bunkers. . :

s,F,C

S,F,C

8,F

1bs com (ZC 128557). 8,F,C

Yre B to Pre = Destroyed two tunnels, 1 §.F .0
| i
Vhse L o Pre = Destroyed spider hole ab
Ezc 1285573; found 15 ft tunnel at occrd
(2C 128556 ). Also looated hole 4'x4'x4',

undergrouny quarters. ,
Scat Snoop spotted VO OP-at (2C 102538) e
Calling arty fires on VC position.

84F,C

SyF,C

e
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DECLASSIFIED

.. 8TAFF JOURNAL
. OPERATION ORANGE 3420
0407700 ~ 050700-Apr 1966 18 Apr 1966
INCTDENT R ACTION TLKEN
- P41 D-to Pre .~ Have 20 VC in TAM HIEP, 81 )
mm and. arty fire being oalled. S,F,C
Pre to St - Special Bit Rep #13. S,F

Pre D to Pre - Comm difficulties & -demo

. diffioulties - lack non-elec oepss . D-1 S,F,5-2
_has §-VCS. \ . Conm0
.Pre D to I'rq = located 2 caves vieinity

2zc 1295573 300 1bs rice located ooord

26 128557). Used C5 and grenades on 0avese s,F,C
Whee L to Pre - Trench (z¢ 130556)s Caves '
at (ZC 136557), am using smoke. S,F,C
Pil D to Pre - Attacking TAM HIEK. 8,F,C
Vhee L to Pre-- Destroyed oeves (ZC 130556)

" found 250 1bs rice (ZC 13155T). 9,F,C
. 8% to Pre - Comm vehiole dropped by

misteke this AM vicinity (2C 204560).

Locate vehicle by air'recon, place gsoourity
emd notify this Hqe of requirements to

1ift it out. . i S,F,
Whse L to Pre — At (2C 133555) found 200

1bs Tioe, -5 ft trench limne dug 20 days

agoy running entire length of village,

bunkers for living querters in areo. S,F
Whee L to Pre = A% 2307135555) Whee L .
picked up 3 male VCS hiding in tuimel. 8,F,C
Whee L to Pre - 6-7 fighting holes coocrd

(z€ 133557). - 8,F,0

Pro D to Pre - Spot Report — Grenade

thrown in tunnel vicinity (ZC 139558) Te=
sulted in secondary small -arms explosions

One USMC WIA non evacs . 8,F,C
whse L to Ire = Have 3 VCS at (z¢ 133557),
epproximately 1000 1bs rice. 4fm holding

up here temporarily. _ ,
Pre D to Pre - Spot Report - 2 VCS
attempted escape vicinity (2C 184547)
De1=B opened fire, killed 1 VC, captured

1 Ve, | SyF,C
Whae L to Pre - Med EVac completeds We are
recommencing search and destroy O erationse S,F,C
Pre to St - 4ir strike (ZC 10956:'3 started

‘at 041315H, secured 041335H. S,F,0
Pre to 8t - Intend to lift Pre B from L2

SyF

h )

11D, L yF
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1402 . 56
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1410 58
1410 - 59
1416 60
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1440 ) 63
1445 64
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1515 66
1527 67
1610 68
1615 69
1625 70
1653 704
. 1700 T
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300 meters running eouth to nor
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STAFF JOURNAL
~ OPERATION ORANGE - 3120
0407700 ‘» 050T0C Apr 1966 18 Apr 1966

- INCID: - A ACTION TAKEN

Whee 6 to Pre — Trench line (26 134556) g

end trench 300 meters long (4C 135555,

village HOANG PHUAC (ZC 136555)s §4F,C
~ ¥re to 8¢ - Sit Rep - Progress Report. 8,F,0

Pre D to Pre - Pre D=1 (2ZC 132545). 8,F

Whee L to Fre - At (3C 136554), have 1

V0S8, has no I.D., has safe conduct pass

velid for TET., - S,F
Pre B to Pre - Sit Rep - v at (ZC 196536).
Front lines (ZC 200535) to (2C 203537) to

(2 192536) to (aC 197537). Sit & Progress
Report, VCS and doouments, 8,F,C

- Wnse L to Pre - Found expended +30 ocal.
kde at (ZC 135556)s Have 1 VCS, Info St. 8,F,0

Pre to St - Arty firing on trench lines

 vicinity (2C 120558), west to GL 10. 40

is adjusting. 5,F,0C

Pre B t6 Pre ~ Found 20 holes at coord

(2C 193542), look like mine emplacement

holes. ?Info St)- §,F,C

Whee L to Pre = At .(2C 136556) found trenohs .
. ’F9

Yre B to Pre « Found grease gunt?ZG 192541)s  8,F

Whee L to Pre - Have completed sweep, linked

up with blocking force. Req. permission to

move G to (2C 127549). Req. resupply -

Req, disposition.of 6 VGS. 5,F,C
Whee L to Pre - Am displacing CP to eoord
(20 127549). 5,F

Pre to St = Adr strike completed. Three
gecondary explosions were observed. VWhse

L CP moving to (ZC 127549). 5,F
Pre D to Pre = Sit Rep no enemy contaot. 5,F
Pre to St - Plan to 1lift Pre B to Pre O

at 041730H, Pil D and Whese I oontime

S/D on south bank of SONG VU GIi with
boundary (ZC 180543) to (ZC 180538) to

(2¢ 170530). 8,F
Pi1 D to #re - B1mm arrived this positione.
1t of Pre D on way to Pre B position, SF

$11.D to ¥re - Front lines (ZC ¥87546) -0
(267190540) to (2C 204544) o (2C 206541)

to (2C 192546) to (3C 194544), CP sames  8,Fy0
Pre 6 to Whge I 6 = Boundary este. between

Vhese I eand Pre B, Proceed slowly, use dogs

and €S, We will devote at least 2 more

4 CONFIDENTIAL
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SDAFF JOURNAL
OPERATION ORANGE 3120
040700 — 050700 Apr 1966 18 Apr 1966

INCIDENT | . ACTION TAKEN

™ days gearch and destroy to this area.
Disoussed casualties which Whee I inocurred
last night, I-6 stated he reseived 2 rifle
gren, mortar fire and M0 fire, His unit
L . returned and suppressed the. tire. . ByF
1507 lete T2~ Pre D to Pre — Pre D-1 enraute to vehiole
o dropped at wrong location (Speol‘or). 8,F
1735 T35 Pre to St —Pro B received sniper fire
vicinity (30 204596)s 12 for Pre B moves
‘mont shanged to (ZC 193546) vhich is
sooure. Pre D moving towards snipers
harassing LZ ROC,. §,F
.8t ta Pre ~ Captured doguments show that
VC go under ground for 3=5 deys. Rgeommend
staying in village next 72 hrs to provont
-scapé of VC, ' 8,F,0
Pre to 8t - Special it Rep#14e 8)F,C
Vhee I to Pre = OF located (zc 159530Q) ¢
No enemy sontact, have one VB, 8,F,C
Pre D to Pre ~ Pre Dei repeived small arms
' ' five on way to (ZC 205567). o 8,F
1638 18 Pre t0 St » Ar strike on village HA NHA(5)
, _ (20 740554) arty erriving by helieopter
1ift. ‘ 8,F,C
1845 . by} 8% to Pre - Fragd < Pre B 1ift Q50860H,
o Contime S/D operetions gouth of river v/
Co's, until 050800 then continwe w/2 Co'se
Arty helilift has priority on helieopterse SoFyT o
1846 80 - 8t to Pre — Report number of strikes and
type ord, expended end deamages Air etrikes
should be utilized for obgerwed tergete

=
g

1740

-
B

1810
1617

3 A3

1834

‘ end in conjunotion with assault. SyF
8% o8t Pre to St - Jir strike on HA NHA(3) com=
.. pleteds Arty airlift still in progress. 8,F
1900 814 Bu D to By - Location of D-t. : 8,F
1945 82 . St to Pre - Restated FrogO waeg #79. - s
1938 83 .. Pre B front lines (20 192548) to (28 196553)
. %o (2C 198552). . , SoF o0 .
1850 84 Pre D o Pre - Spot Report - At 041845H 3 ‘
‘ ..~ VC KIA, 1. captared at (ZC 210560 )e.. . Also
' , oaptured gas mask, cémo cap, cantescn. 8yFsC
1955 85 Pre to St ~ Alr striké comenced on DONG
PEOUC{1) at 041910H, : S,F,C
2015 86 Whee I to Pra - I-A-~t dopartaed,. §,FyC
5 ST
o vt s . S A At

DECLASSIFIED |
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 STAFF JOURNAL
OPRRATION ORINGE 3120
; 040700 - 050700 Apr 1966 18 Apr 1966
pol Uz SER ANCIDENT ACTION TAKEN
2016 87 RN mse L tO?l‘e- I"A"a departed. S,F ,C .
2017 . .@@. . Fre D.t0.Pre: = D-2-L deperted. s,F,C
2036 1189 't Bt 2 %0 Fre « Intell Spot Report. 5,F,0
2100 ) r190 ... ¥re:D $o Pre = 5it Rep no change. S,F,C
2100 -, 91 . -Pil Dy Pre B to Vre - Sit'Rep no changes S,F,0
2100 e Whse L ta.Pre - Sit Rep no changes s,F,C
17 93%.. : - Pre to A1l Units - Info St - Frag0 T-66 _
41 go OpnQ.303-66. . Lo 8,F,C
2125~.v94 - Pre.to St - Pre night agtivities. §yF,C
2158 95  Pre to St - Ref St Meg Q4195CH, Pre D-1
" . rein w/M6 and 60mm.. Secures vehicle,
e Shown on night def. pleh. Fre B 1ift
© i -+ inocludes Yrq D=3 and 20 VCS. 8,F,C
2415.. 96 . Pre to 5t - Beoap of air strikes. 8,F
2224 » 97 Pre to 8t - I're D=1 has goocured truock. g,F
2300 - . 98 141 D, Fre D, V're B, Whse I, Whse L to
.o Pre = Sit Rap neg enemy contacte §,F,C
2355 . 99.9 - Pre ta §¢ - Special Sit Rep #15s 8,F,C
2400 100  Pi1 D, Pre B, Yre D, Whee I, Whee L to S
..+ Ppe - Sit Rep no énemy contact. . 8,F,C
0055 , 101 St to Pre = Png. personnel arrived about
T . .050715. Det of 12 men w/5 men tunnel teams §,F
0100 - 102. . Pre B, Pre D, P11 D, Whge I, Vhse L to .
.o Pre - Vo enemy nontact. j 8,F,C
0200 . 403 . 411 Units to.Pre - Sit Rep no enemy contacte S,F,C
0300 . «104 =~ 411 Units to Pre = Sit Rep no enemy tontacts S,F,C
0352 105 . Pre D, Whse L %o Pre - Sit Rép no changee 5yFyC
0357 106 _ Pre D to Pre - Ppe. D-2-B! at ckpt 4, Sit
‘ Rep no change. S 8,FyC
0358 ,407 . ,Pre B to Pre = 5it Rep.no changes S,FyC -
0430 108 . . Pre D to ¥re - Fre Di2-B at okpt 5. S,F,C
0500 109 ,- All Units to ¥re - 8it Rep no change, Pre
7" Dep-B has returngd, . .’ . 8,F,C
0515 : 110 - VWhae I.to Pro = I-A=3 has returneds g *'g,F,C
L0540 111 Pre to 5t - Speciel. it Rep #16. 8yF4C
0545 - 12 Whee L to Prg — L-A-1 hes roturneds §4F,C.
0546 - 113 Pil.D to Pre - Sit Rep no changee $,FyC
0547 114 Pre D to Pre - Sit Rep no change. §,F,C
0548 115 Pre B to Pre - Sit Rep no changes - 8,F,C
0549 116 - Wnse I to Pre - Sit Rep no chenge. B » 8,F,C
0653 - AT Whee L to Pre - Sit Rep no change. 8yF,C
0656 146 . Pre D to I'fe = Sit Rep 10 change. 8,F,C
0700 119 CLOSBD JOURNAL. , -, . T
’ g Frees b Lsi o i :
—rs 6 CONFIDENTTAL
s AN “"‘"‘""h‘,
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0700 ~
0745
0810
0815 \
- 0822
0823
0830
0840
0925
0850
1022
0955
1010
1040
1040
1055
1107
1107
1137
1146
1158

oy W W

|

-

11

12

13
14

15
16
17
18
19
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STAFF JOURNAL
OVERATION ORANGE 3420
050700 ~ 060700 Apr 1966 18 Apr 1966
INCIDENT . ACTION TAKEN

OLENED JOURNAL.
Pre to St - Artillery mission on HOANG

. PHUOC BAC(2) commegiced 050745H. SyF,0
Pre to St - Pre B commenced 1ift from 1Z

. NW TAM HIEP at 050805H. 8,F,C

. Pre D to Pre - Spot Report Pre D-1. 8,F,C

Pre to St = Pre D=1 at soene of truck

dropped by accident at (2¢ 205566). Adr

del. personnel vith Pre D-1 state truck
demolished. Req. permission to destroye g,F,C
Wnhse L to Pre ~ Whse I~I’-2 departed at

- 050815H, ‘ o S,F
P11 D to Pre - Commenicing gsearch and destro

operation NGOG KINH(1) (26 200543) (info St)s 8,F,C
Pre D to Pre — Pre D=t reports truck

dropped by acoident (ZC 20 566) wes stripped

of tires and redio gears ?Info St). S,F,C
Pro to 5t ~ Pre D=1 found 2 more VC XIhe SoF .
Pre to St - Pre B completed air 1ift to

vicinity Pre CP at 04084CH. ) S,F

Pre to St = Pre B search end destroy

operation THANH DAT(2) and (1) (2C 109563 ) o
Boundary betveen Yre B and Whse L from

(2¢ 118567) SV to (2C 113550) through rice

paddy E-SE o (2C 190538) 3@ P1lt of PAT

assisting Whse L, S,F,M

8t to 're - Req. following info? (1) Time

vehicle first sighted, (2) Time security

Y1t arrived at site. §,F

Pre to St - Monroe 5 and St 6 arrived Pre CPe S,F,C
i1 D to Pre - Spot Report - Sgw 5 VC enter

village (2C 201540). 1 VC fell after recelved
amell arms, 60mn fired into area w/unknown

_Tesults. S,F,C

St to Pre - Can air drop resume? Lng: Yese 5,F
Pil D to Pre — Continuing search of NGOC

KINH(1), negative contacte 8,F,C
Pre to St - fnswer to journal entry #12, S,F

Pre to St - Monroe 6 & St 6 departed Fre Pe 84F,C
St to Pre - Req more detailed assessment of

air drop demage to truck 1SAP, salvage is

still & possibility. S,F
Pre to 8% - Answer to Entry #19. 8,F,C
Pro to St - More info on Entry #19. SyFyC

1
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STAFF JOURNAL |
'OPERATION ORANGE. 3420 :
050700 = 060700 Apr 1966 18 Apr 1966 ]
N our  SER INCIDENT T ACTION TAKEN
1200 22 Whse L to Pre -~ Destroyed two fortified
. bunkers (ZC 129555). | §,F,0
1206 23 ., Pre to A1l Units « Instructions for night
defensé. . ‘ : 5,F,T
1214 24 . . Pil D to Pre = Almost through NGOC KINH(2),
neg enemy contact. Am going to LAY THUAN b
. (2zC 182537)s . . g S,F,M _
1224 5 Pre.to St = Two explosicns of unknown
. origin ocourred (2C 141538). 8,F
1234 26 Pre to 8t = sir strike on THANH DaI(1) ’
. (2C 105566 ). : : S,F |
137 . 27 Pre to 8t - Special Sit Rep #17. 8,F,C
1250 28 . -Pre to HST (Lt BASS) - ARVN troops are not
" %o enter village (2C 174545)e Yre D
" blowing ceves, ARVN not to enter until
: 6 dpre 8,7
125, 29 Pre B %o Pre - New CP’ loceted (20 096564)s SyF,C
1302 30 Pre D to ¥re - Sit Rep = D=2 front lines -
at (2C 165545). s . §,F,0
1304 by Whse L to Pre - Destroyed 6 bunkers at
, : (2C 132555), : SsF,C
1306 32 Pre t0 St - idr strike on THANH DLI(1)
~ completed, - R §,F
1307 33 . St to Pre - Do not, repeat, do not conduct :
pir strikes in villages that Marines are wr
searching, Utilize Eng. for destroying
trenches, tunnels and caves.. Ay strike
of village to be used in eonjunotion with
inf, attatks. Do not call air strikes
on villsge unless it is coordinated w/en
assault. Other targets no changes §yF
1310 34 Fre to St~ Ref entry 33 - Understand end
) | will eomply. : o s,F,0
1325 35 . Pre to ¥re B - A0 reports trenches from
' (2C 098566) to (ZC 098562). S)F,C
1350 354 ¥re to 8t - Inter disposition of air
= dropped truck. Pre D=1 eweiting helo
. _ o lifs, B : 8,F,C
1428 36 St to Pre - Int. front lines Fre B? Ref.
meg 051221H, Int. nature of unidentified
" explosions? z 8,F,C
Jom——— TR LRI
-2 CONPIDENTIAL
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1434

1447
1500

1500 - .

1507
1508

1518

1530

1535 -

1540
1545

1610

1611

1612

1615

1620

1635
1636

el

1635

237

38

39

41
42

45

49
50
51

52
53

54

55

(26 134556) with demo.

DECLASSIFIED

'STAFF JOURNAL
‘OI’ERATION.ORANGE 3120
050700 = 060700 Apr 1966 18 Lpr 1966
INCIDENT ) £0TION TAKEN

e 10 Pre = 0P (20 152556)s Now de-
to my

stroying fortifications.

east approximately (ZC 136554) to
(ZC 136555 ) destroying fortifications. LRVN

sustadned 1 KIA from booby trape. He has -
been returned to my CP for evacs 8,F,C
Whse L to Pre — Destroysd 3 bunkers a¥

(ZC 133555). | | 8,740 :
Pil D to Pre = Front 1lines (ZC 180536 ) e
o (ZC 190539), Cr (2C 183536)s Yo enemy e
contacte. Prepared night defenses, - 8,F 1 ik
. Pre 2 to Pre.3 - Intelligence Spot Repprt. §,F i
8t to Yre - Vre D=1 hold present location . P
. until final decieion nades - : 8,FyD Co v
¥re D to ¥re - Pre D=1 now has 4 VG e

cerrying loads in view, attempting to

bring 60mm on thems. &0 gent to assiste
Vioinity (2C 205575). . | 8,F
Whee L to re - Destroyed 4 caves in
nedgerow st (ZC 130557) end one bunker at S

} . ¥y

Yhse L to I're = Destroyed bunker ézc 134557;. $,F,C o
Whee L to I're - Destroyed 1 cave 20 128558)e S,F,C 1
Whee L to I're - Destroyed 2 bunkers at coord ‘
(2C 127958)+ . o 8,7 oC
Whse L to Pre - Destroyed 3 bunkers at

(zC 127558)« Found an electrical firing

devioce. . S,F,C
Whee I to Pre - Have swept 3 objective

ercas, Dastroyed 31 tunnels, Have gset up
Lmbush at north end of village. Yresent

position is (2C 177541). , S,F,C
Whse L to Ite - Destroyed 2 caves ab coord
(2C 126562)s 8,F,C

Pre B to Vre - A0 roports camouflaged
5. 67

houses at (ZC 103554
Yre B to Pre — Found 700 lbs rice at coord
(2€¢ 099561). L S,F
St to ye ° - What is loocation of Pre B2 §,F
Pre to St = Pre D=1 observed 15 VC carrying
boxes at 1455H into cave' (ZC 209576). 4dr ‘
strike to destroy caves S,F w
Pre to Pre B - pr;ax,(ZC‘099559). S,F,C |
Wnee L to Fre = Will be moving to new g

S,F

in 5 mine
3 I

e e
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0100
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1654 l53
59
60
61

. 62
1617 63

64

65

1825 66
e
1855 670
1922 68
2020 69
T0
T

74

2400 80
81
0055 82
0100 83
85
86

DECLASSIFIED

STAFP JOURNAL
OPER/TTION ORANGE 3420
050700 =~ 060700 &pr 1966 18 lpr 1966
NCT - AGTION TAKEN

Pre D to Pre - Alr strike on ceve with .

_armament, Results unknown at this time. S,F
Whse L to Pre = Destroyed 2 tunnels and

VC storage shelter (ZC 132555) §,F4C
Pre to St - Report of -entries 48, 49, 54y

Pre to St ~ 40 reports air strike was

short, Request armed HUEI to insure 8,F

complete destruction.

Pre D to Pre - Sit Rep no enemy contacte 5,F

Whae I to Pre - Night defense (z¢ 177541)s

P1t (reinf) fmbush at (2C 173541). 8,F,0
Pi1 D to Pre - Night activities. S,F,C

Pro to St = Pre D-1 says 2d air strike on

" cave was effeotive, cave entrance partly

ceved in, 2 secondary explosions observed.

VC casuelties unknown. . 8,7,C
Whse L to Pre « Night activities. S,F,C
Pre D to I're = Sit Rep D1 (zC 208561).

D"Z, D-a at C¥. S,F
¥re to St  Bpooial Sit Rep #18. S,F
St to Pre - Whgwe ig ¥re D CT? S,F
Pro to St - Night activities. S,F,M
Pre to St = Answer to entry #67. S,F

Pre to £11 Units — Info St - FraglO 8-66« S5)FyC
A1l unite to Pre - Sit Rep neg contact. S,F

Pil D to Pre - Req. arty fife. 8,F
Pre to Whse I - TPlace inmbush 1t to SW of
DONG PHOUC(Z). . , S,F,C

A11 Units to Pre - Neg contact all unitse S,F

411 Units to Pre - Neg contact all unitse SHF
Whee I to Vre - Firing M=79 tc drive off

water buffslo advaneing on their position. S,F
Pro to St - Special Sit Rep #19. SyFyC
Pre D to Pre --Sit Rep no enemy contacte 5,FC
Pre to St - Spot Report, ril D and ive Ds §,FC-

Whse L to Pre « L-iw? departed P §,F,0C
411 Units to ¥re ~ Sit Rep no contact. §,F,C
Tre D to Pre < D34, D-3-C returned. ST

8t to I're - /uthority for destruction of

air dropped vehicle granted. Notify this
Headquarters on completion of destruction.
Rgturn D4 to parent organization. 8,F
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CONFIDENTIAL
STAFF JOURNAL
OPERATION ORANGE 3420
050700 ~ 060700 Apr 1966 18 Apr 1966
o)l QUT  SER  INCIDENT ACTION TAKEN
0310 87 411 Tre & Whse Unita to Pre = Sit Rep no
chenge, no enemy contact. §,FC
0308 88 Pre to St — Request permission to have
Pre D=1 check out caves, subject of two
eir strikes. SQF
0345 89 St to Pre - Permission granted to check
caves. 8,F
0400 90 411 Units to Pre - Sit Rep no enemy contacte S5,F,C
0505 91 411 Units to Pre - No enemy contacte s,F,C
0559 92 Yre to St = Special 8it Rep #20. SyF
0652 93 Whse L to Pre - Whee L-3 in blocking
poeition for Pre B=3. 5,F
0700 94 CLOSED JOURNA.
5 CANDIRIRS.
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. 0700

. 0705

o7kl
0842

0845

0858

0952

0734

INFO

0907

0920
0940
1030
0945

1014

DECLASSIFIED

. OPERATION ORANGE - .
060700 = 070700 Apr 1966

SER  INCIDENT

1 Pre to Pre D-1 # Destroy truck
with means at hand., Report de=-
destruction to this Hdq when ac-
complished.

2 Pre to St - Pre D-1 instructed to
destroy truck, Engineers standing
by in case they are required to
assist. Pre D=1 abserved 3 sec-
ordary :explosions in cave yester-
day and feels the ammo is destroy-
ede D-1 atdoredtimated’§,totPuhburs
to reach cave from present position.
Pre D-1 ordered to destroy truck
and return to Pre D position.

3 Pré to all units.-VC may be em=
ploying electrically detonated mines.

L Pre D to Pre . Spot report on booby
trap (2C 143557).

5 - PilD to Pre - Spot report of am
bush site - Pil D-1l-A found blood
goaked bandages, no VC bodies. VC
uniforms, wooden MG training devige.

6 Chronology of events surrounding
truck air dropped into hills (info
only).

6o P11 D to Pre - 25-30 people sight-
ed along south bank of river (ZC
142552). :

7 Pre to St - Possible explasnation
of two explosions (ZC 140577) yest-
erday.

8 Pre to St - Air drop off target.
drop landed (ZC 149537).

9 Pre to 8t = Air drop caused 1 KIA
6 WIA civilians,

10 Pre to St - dbrrecfion of air drop -~su

casualtles figure.

DOA Pre to St - St 6 arrived at Pre CP.

11 PreB to Pre - CP moved to (ZC
096564), Front lines same.

12 Pre to PreB, Whse L - PreB at
(zC 096564) hold there. Whse L
hold at (2€C 122557) for arty/air
strike on fortifications at (2C
106567). Strike 1300H.

FuNpLACETE
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S,F,T
S,F,C
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IN T ouT

"SER

DECLASSIFIED

. OPEBATION ORANGE .~ '
060700 - 070700 Apr 1966

INCIDENT ~ ACTION TAKEY

1025
1055
1056

1058
1135

1119
1128
1135

1137

‘ 1215
1128
1218

1225

1305

1320

Tl 1345

13
14

15
16
17

18

19

20

21

22
24

25

26

27

28

Pre to St=Whse L moving to

~HOANG RHOUG BAC (2). . -

Pre to 8t - Iocation of«Scat;f

Peek, and Snoop (Recon).

Pre2 to Pil D, Whse L - Intell

“§pot report, -

Whee L to Pre = At HONG PHUOC

BAC (2) moving west. .

Pre to St - Capt:HUEBER, Spec.
. For, reports laborers are now re=-
.covering supplies dropped out of
'the zone in this mornings drop

and carrying it bsck to the alr-
field.. . o
Pre to St - PreD-1 hes destroyed

" truck, is now or way back to .Pre

Delta positions. -

Pre to St - Whsé L reports 100
meters trench line running E-W at
(ZC 126557) also fresh 6ft ditch
running N/S. Dest 3 8 ft tunnels at
(20 128558).

Arttillery fire mission being fired -

on suspected VC training center at

(ZC 183485) based on intell info

from VCS. .

St to Pre = Int your 061110H,
how was truck destroyed?

Pre to St - Spec sit rep #21.
ITT to Pre2 - Intell spot repe.
whse L to Pre - Blew a tunnel 30

meters long, U4; ft wide, 2% .ft

high, reinforced w/steel stakes
and bamboo at (2C 121557).

Pre to St - Spec For reports 6
more alr drops reéq to complete
del. of class IV and V 1ltems
needed to complete camp, Come=
pletion of camp in 2 days con-
tingent on arrival of class IV
and V. : .

P11 D to Pre - Destroyed 10
fighting holes and § caves vic
(2C 175534). o
Pre to St - Alr strike on f0rt-
ified trench complex vic (ZC
108565) began., One secondary
explosion observed.

Pre to St - Arty fire mission
on PreB attack objective vic
(zC 108565) with good coverage &
effect.

2
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. 1345,

1430

1430
1435
1440

1445

1450

1500

1510
1515

1522

1540
1540
1605

SER

29

31

32

33

35
36

37

38

Lo

41

k2

43

~ CP. L .
PreD to Pre « D=2 blew 19 caves

DECLASSIFIED

. OPERATION ORANGE .

060700 & 070700 Apr 1966
t
INCIDENT .

Pre to St - Pre D=1 returned .

to Pre D CP 1335. Air Strike’'on
_Pre B objective began (zc 108565).
P11 D to ‘Pre - Front lines (2C
170532) to. (ZC .178535) CP at (2C
173533) 1z at (2C 173533).
Commenging detailed S/D, PHUOC
LAM. "Request resupply ASAP

in TAT SON (ZC 190557) $/D ops

in area continue. .

PreB to Pre - B-1.in pos to be-
gin sweep. \

PreB to Pre = PreB now firing
mortars in support their attack.
PreB to Pre - PreB b&égins attack
(zC 108565)s - .

PreB to Pre - Pre Bl has dis-
covered some o0ld VN civiiians

at western end of objective area.
Preb to Pre - PreB.no enemy con-
tact thus far, B8l mortar fire sup-
porting attack. Whse L blocking
(ZC 115556).

PreD to Pre - Pre D-1 at PreD CP.
Pre D=2 at, (2C 140559) Pre D-3 at
(ZC 166555)s Pre D=2 and Pre D=3
conducting S/D ops..

Preb to Pre - PreB has 3 VCS.

Pre to St - Whse L at (ZC 118557)
destroyed 1 cave. Whse L in
block (ZC 114555).,. .

Pil D to Pre - Pil D-1 found
grave (ZC 174534) contained body
of woman dressed in black, about
30 yrs old, Dead about 3 days,

3 bullet wounds in chest. No ID
on body. Villagers clalm she was

VC, Could have been killed in fire

fight Pil D had in this village
w/VCe

Pre D to Pre - 4 VC spotted (ZC
168588). AO requested. -

whse L to Pre - night activities,
CP located (ZC 127549).

4L3A PreB to Pre - B-1 located (zC

106566).

ACTION TAKEYN

S,F,C

Sel,FSCC,
¢

s,F,C
s,F,C
3,F,C
3,F

S, I

;& ’ SURI L

s,F

Sy,F,M

Y
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OPERATION ORANGE
060700 - 070700 Apr 1966

2030 PreD to Pre - D-2=-A, D=2-C,
D=3«f, D=3=C leaving CP. S,F
whse I to Pre - Moving into night
defensive positinn, night Canisters
moving into position. S,F
2105 64 All units from Pre = Fra%o 9-66
to Opn0 303-66, (info st).
2110 65 All units to Pre - sit rep no
change. S,FC
2137 66 Pre to St - Airfield counter
attack planss s,?,C
2143 €7 Whse I to Pre - all ambushes
are out, S,F,C
2150 68 Whse L to Pre - Wnse L-2 dis-
patched sqd to HST ammo dumps. S,F
2215 69 Pre to St - Sit rep neg contact _
from all units except Whse I o
spot report will follow. 8
2228 70 St to Pre - Ref 062030H (¥fbell S
Report) when was last time troops
were in village (ZC 174546). S
2237 91 St2 to Pre - Ans to entry #70. :9
2336 m2 St to Pre - At first light search
out village at (ZC 174546). Plan A
support fire, block S bank. S,F,T i
2345 23 Pre to St - will comply w/msg
062320, - S,F -
2400 74  Spec Sit rep #24, s,F,C
0100 75 All units to Pre - no enemy
contact. s,F,C
0200 76 All units to Pre - no enemy
contact. S,F,C
0304 77 4ll units to Pre - no enemy
contact. S,F,C T
0500 »9 PreB, D, P11D, Whsel, WhseL to P
Pre - no enemy contact. S,F,C .
0600 80 PreB,D,P11D, Whsel, Whsel to
Pre- no enemy contact. S,F
0610 81 Spec sit report #24, SyF
0650 82 PreD to Pre-Am now moving. S,F
0643 83 Whse I to Pre -Last night at a-
bout 2100 I-A-2 killed 2 VC body R
count at (Z¢ 167536). No weapons
were recovered. VC wearing shorts
and souled white shirts. Because of
comm diff Whse I CP disn't know this
until this AM.
0645 84 Pre to St- Spot rep ref entry #83.

' (SR
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CONFIDENTIAL
~ STAPF, JWRNAL .
~ OPERATION ORANGE . 3120
070700 ‘= 080TO0 -Apr 1966 .. 18 dpr 1966
paij ouT SER INCIDENT e ACTION TLKEN
0700 1 OVENED JOURNAL. . L -
o720 - 2 Pre to St ~Pre D moving into position %o

. attadk TINE DONG TAL/DUC DONG, coord
(2C 172546). Pre D=1 moving to vicinity’
coord (ZC 483548)s Pre D=3 moving to .
. vicinity coord (2C 168554). Whse I Plt
‘moving ‘to -vicinity (ZC 173542). ¥re D-2
will enfer villege, search and destroy
from SW, Arty preparted to support .
atbaock. Attack commence approximately
4 0709008 w/aii on station, .. - §,F
0749 3 ~ P§1°D %o Pre - Sit Rep = Front line same,
CF same, no enemy contact.  We will sweep
foothills south of LvA THUAN. S,F
‘Pre D to.Vre - On move, D-1-C remaining
et Ol \ ‘ g,F
Pre D-to Pre — Pre D=3, now in position. 8,F,C
Wnse L to Pre — One WIA USMC from M-26
bOOby trap'. ' ' S,F,C
Pre D to Pre -~ In position, reedy to
comuenbe search and destroy TINE DONG TAL/
‘Whse L Med Bvao oomplete'070§15. S,F
vil D to Pre - At (2C 183530), Pil D4
took 7 VC under fire, 2 VO KI4, 2 Ve
ceptured. No weapons recovered, VC
prisoners have combat equip (pecks). One
VC prisonar hes Geneva Convention oard his
posission belonged to MOSS - KIA from
, B Co D+, . T 8,F
0917 10 Pre D=2 entered TINH DONG TAY from fw.
‘ No enemy contacts Pre B (2C 108563 ).
0925 1 Ti1 D to Pre - Found 2 caves with
‘ tobiwoo and rice (ZC 182528). 5,F,0
0930 12 Pi1 D to Pre « One VO prisoner had Geneva
o Convention card belonging to a men KIA
on D+1, MOSS, Weldon Dake. 8,F,C
0930 13 Pre D ta-I're ~ Destroying cave (20 162545)s S,F
0945 14 P11 D to Vre - Discovered possible VC train-
" ing.oamp (ZC 192529). Artillery mission
being fired on it. 8,F,C
1000 15 Whee L to Pre — Have blown a tunnel 7 ft,
‘long {2C 135553)s 54F4C
1007 46+  Vhee I .to Pre - Ficked up VOS5 (2C 166531) ¢
‘ .. running glong trail to weste No I.Dey nO
wpn., Wearing jacket made in HANOL, S,F,C
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1024
1030  NOTE
1020
1053
1110
1126  INFO
1130
1140
1147
1159
1210
1216
1217
1218
1226
1230
1235
1247

24
25

26

27

30
31
32
35

34
35

36
37
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SPAFF JOURNAL
OPERATION ORANGE 3120
070700 = 080700 Apr 1966 18 apr 1966
INCIDENT A ACTION TAKEN
Whse to Pre - Hawe blown 2 tunnels
- (2C 134554), ome 8!, one 10' long. SyF
“ 8¢ to Pre - Int, coord & time of action
" ‘yesulting in 2 VC KIA, 2 VCS. 8,F
“Pre to St - Pre D located (ZC 166545) »
sweeping TINH DONG TAY. S,F
Soat Snoop at '(2C MWXLLJ), Soat Peck
(2¢ SQKPTW)y® : S,F
My strike conducted on probable V€
training center (20 192529 ). 5,F

Preo %o Whse I — Put security on gupplies

' dropped ~ No choppers available = What

is position your unit supporting? ire
D'Opns from south bank. §,F
Whee L to Pre = Blew tunnels at (2C 134555)

ena (3¢ 133555). Blew tunker at (4C 134554)
with secondary explosion. SyF,C
Whse L to Pre = Punji trap. (zc 133555) s

blew 5 ft. sq. bunker at (zc 133554 )« S,F,C
Whee L to Pre — Village chief states Ve
emplaced mines (ZC 121557) and (zC 122557«
V4§11 osll supporting arms to destroy theme 8,F
Wheo L to Pre - Medical geax: found at
Ezc 133555;, 2 barbed wire gates at

ZC 133554 ) ) 8,F,C
Pre D to Pre = Front lines (ZC 166545)y  54F,C
Wnse I 40 Pre — Pound 1 VC KIA (2C 166535)e S)F

- Pre D to Pre - Front lines (ZC 171546)e  SsF,C
Whee I to Pre = Burned hedgerow ocovering

25 oaves. " oF
vhee L to Pre - Burned one bunker (2C 130555)e
Found 3'x3! punji trap. S,F,C
Pré D to Pre — Found 2 large 0aVes ..

(2C 172545). §,F,C
Pre D to Pre - Forward elements at
(ZC 176546)s S4F,C
Specisl Sit Rep #25. S,F
Whse I to Pre — Found 1 VC KIA and 1 VC WIa
(2C 167536). No weapons. S,F
Whee L to Pre « it (2C 128555) burned
4x/ bunkers ' 8,F,0
Pre to St - Pre D has completed sweep of
TINH DONG TAY (2ZC 173546). Whae I has re=
moved Bloock for ire D¢ 3 rd direct fire
arty entered ceve at (2¢" 162517). 8,F,C

2 CONFIDENTIAL
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STAFF JOURNAL
OVERATION ORANGE 3120
070700 = 080700 Apr 1966 18 "Spr 1966
m gm  §R DEDET ) N LOTION TAKEN
1350 34 Wnse L to Pro - Blev bunker (2C 127555 )
Village (3C 126557) hed trench line 150

meters long and ‘barbed vire tangle foots

‘ cp (20 17754“)- R ‘ 8,F,C
1442 39 Whse L to Pre - Blew 2 bunkers at (ZC 124557)
. and_one bunker ‘at (2C 123557)s , SyFy
1503 40 P11 D to Pre ~ Front lines 1coated
' - (¢ 186544) to (20 194545). C¢ (26 190545)s  SsF0C
11 M Pre to St ~ Details on caves found by
'  Yre D . 8,F
1538 42 Pre D to Pre — Returning to Cre Pre D-1
B | end D=2 are sweeping north end south of
e Highwey 14+ ' 8,F,C
1640 §3 " " Nightisefivities from all units. 8,F,C
1725 a4 To £ll units = Freg Order 10-66 %0 Opn0
. .303-66. S B §,F,C
1800 45 - Vnse I, Whee L, Pre D, Pre B, Pi1 D
CF locetions. o 8,F,0
1845 46 Pre to St - Special Sit Rep #26. 8,F
1847 47 Recon locations = Snoop (2C 118536 ), Yeek
‘ at (ZC 158562)+ : ' §,F
1930 48 P41 D to Pre - Sit Rep no ‘enemy contacte 8,F,C
2001 49 ¥il D, ¥re Dy Whse I, Whee L, Yre B .~ 8i%
 Rep 8ll securey N0 enemy ocontacte 84F,C
2015 50 Pre B~1 heard noise in river, illum, 2
. water buffelo swimming in riveX. 8,FyC ‘
2400 59 " Ppe to St - SpecFor Cmde states camp e
construction will be gompleted 114600H.
Adq Fre B=1 night positions. 8,F,C
210% 52 Pre to St - Sit Rep no change, no ‘enemy
. contact. ' 8,F,0
2105 53 Bud to Bu D - Iocation of Scat Peek
(2C 156562). S,F B
2053 54 8t to Pre - Are PP's/RF's gtill burning
houges following in trace of our search
end destroy operations in villages? Redqe .
angwer ASAF. 8.F
2105 5% Whge I C end Whse I 1 ave in night defense
positions. Wnse I=2, 3, 4 will be in
poeition shortlys SyF
72112 56 Pre 6 to St 6 - Ref your ¥ 0720408 (Msg 54)

neg. - District chief has been directed to
xeep RF/VF from ereas Marines are in until

further informed by Fre 6. g,F 3;
2115 57 411 Units to Pre - Sit Rep no eneny contacts SyFsC :
3 L
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STAFF JOURNAL
OPERATION ORANGE 3420
070700 --080T00 Apr 1966 18 Apr 1966
N Qur - SR INCIDENT ' ACTION TAKEN
o215 "%8  ~ Pre'to All Units -.Info 5t = Frag Order - :
2218 : 59 St to re — What villages: were PF's '
' ~ in this AM? . e §,F ™
2247 60  Pre to St - Bef your R 072115H, names 2
were THAN DAL(2) and HOANG PHUOC BAC(1) =
_ and (2)s © - . . 8,F
2239 : -3 N St to Pre = 5 men tunnel team from
. axHandle‘to arrive your -position tomorrow _‘
_ to be used as indoc on tunnel olearinge 8,F,C
2345 65 ' VYre D to Fre - kre D-1-A has returned Cl'e S,F
2355 63 Pre D t0 Pre = Pre De2-B returned to cr. S,F o
2356 64 A1l Units to ¥re — Sit Rep no enemy contacte 8,F,C |
7359 65 Whae to Pre = Whee L-i-1 has veturned, 8,F,C ) s
2400 66 'Pre td 8t » Speciel Sit Rep #2Te 84F,C .
0004 67 Pre D %o ¥re - yre De1=C now leaving Cv. S,F
0020 68 Pre- D to0-Pre = Prg-le3+B hes returned. S,F
0100 , 69 411 Units to Pre - Sit Rep no change. S,F,C
0200 70 AXY] Units %o Pre - Sit Rep no changee 8yF,C
0300 ‘ T4 411 Units to Yre = Sit Rep no changee. 5,F,C ‘
0347 NOTE Whee I comm down for 15 min. v
0405 ‘72 411 Units to V're - Sit Rep all secure. S,FyC 1
0530 T . Pre D to Fre ~ D=t=C has returned. S,F "
0539 74 Whee L t0 Pre = Lwi=3 returncd. 3,F
0546 75 Pre D to Pre =~ D=g-A returned. §yF
ogoe 76 Special Sit Hep #28. 5,F,C ’
0633 77 Yre B’ Pre D' to ‘Pre - B"a"c' D-B"A .
returned.. AN S,F
0700 CLOSED JOURNA. . 8,F

B R A
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N ouT
0740
0746
0757
0815
0825
08350
0832

0840
0900 |
0914 |
0921  INFO
0956
1055  INFO
1142

1145
1145  NOTE

1145

1247 '
1300

310

1320

-

W® =~ O W W N

1C
1

- 12

3
14

15°

16
1

18

19

2

‘Whse L'to kye:;;miavfoﬁnd rifle grenade
 adapters at (2C 148548), (2C 147548).  ByFy0
- 'Whse L to Pre ~ Found:fighting holes at

place, IreD blew 15 ceves via (2C 165546

DECLASSIFIED

' T

STAFF JOURNAL
 OPERATION ORANGE 3420
0BOTON ~ 09HT00 Apr 1966 18 Lpr 1966

INCIDENT LOTTON TAKEN 4x:E'=

(20 146548). S s,F,C y
*" Whge 0 Pre - Found roll of barbed wvire :
at (2C 146548). - 8,F,C

Vhée L to Pre — Blew wire gate (26 145548)s SyF
Whse L to Pre - Found grenade adapter

(2C 145548)¢« 8,F,C
P41 D %o Pre 2 — Spot Rep on sniper fire
080810 (ZC 194548). - 8,F
Whse L to Pre — Blew 3 fighting holes at

(ZC 144548). 2 §yFyC

Pro to St — Retap of entries 1,2,3,5Te S,FyC
Vhee L to Pre - At (2C 114536) found

what eppeers to be metallic mines 8,F
Pil D to lfre - Spot Report. S,F,C
Scat, l'eck called fire mission on 5 VC

w/pecks (2C 153569). . §,F wr
Whse T found bunker at (ZC 142540), |
6'x6'x2'. - S¢F
Monroe 5, St 6 arrived re CI'. 5,F,C

_No entry. - T
Whse L to Pre - L=~ has returned. 8,F
Monroe 5 end St 6 deperted. 8,F

Prélim. plenning for withdrawalt Whee L

08 Lpri 4.2 Btry(~) on 10 hprj one rifle

Co, and HxS 00"(-) 11 Apr; Howtar Btry,

2 rifle Co's and Bn command group: 12 Apre 8,F
Yre to St - Speoial Sit Rep #29. 8,F,C

Whse I to Pre - Bomd found (ZC 170531 )e

Bolieved to be 250 1bs. Rigged with pull
and, presure fuzes, blown in place. 8,F,C
Pre D to Pre - Destroyed 15 caves vic

(2C 165546) and 7 caves (ZC 165552) 3,F,C

Pre to St - Msg concerning retraction of

' Pn oommencing 8 dpr, see Msg #17. SyF,C

Yre to St - Whee I dlev a 250 1b bomb at
(zC 170551)s Bomb had a pull fuze and a
pressure fuze under neath. Bomd blew in

& 7 ‘day__'e"s. vig*(ZC 165552)« oFy

B
L ASSIFIFR
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. STAFF JOURNAL
o OPERATION ORANGE 3120
: + 080700 = 09OTO0 Apr 1966 18 Lpr 1966
IN. Qur  §ER  INCIDENT | ACTION TAKEN w
1412 23 St to Pre = ldft for Whse L will begin '
.- 08150CH using 20 H¥34's at LZ rptd as
. Co's lest position. Pre 14 cell frag
| to Lemdshark. o $,F,C
1445 24 Pi1 D to Pre - No enemy contacte 8,F,C
1445 2 St to Pre - Conduct deep recon opn in
Y Orenge ares, recon opns will not, repeab,
not go beyond range 105's, Recon until
completion of opn'es Recon north of SONG
YU GIi. Pay close attn.to WAW routeg
Happy Valley. Submit recon routes ASAY.  8,F,C
1510 - 26 St to Pre .= Coded msg » undscipherabloe
. hsked St Tac Op to query sheet to use.
‘ Asked St to retrnasmit. ’ SyF
1512 27 Pre to St - Firs# troops from ¥Whse L
.. 1lifted out, . 8,¥,C
1523 28 Whge I to Pre — Destroyed combination.
tunnel and trench extending from (ZC 170536 )
to (ZC 172534), Totel length of forti=
., fication zpprox 40 meters. Destroyed ‘
. portion which was tunnel approx 200 meterss S,FyC
1532 . 29 Pre B to Pre - Found 2 bear traps at .
(z¢ n95558). . | S,F
1538  INFO 30 . Vnee L completed 1if% off 081536H. 8,F,C
1628 31 Pre to St - Location of recon ops
. (2C.096566) & (ZC 156563)e . §,F
1640 32 A1l Units to Pre - Night activities, S,F,C
1642 33 Whse I .to ¥Yre — Found three bear traps v
: at (2C 157529). . 8,F &
1655 INFO 34 _Pre D has assumed defense of HET dump.&
X Whiskey Btry. ‘ ‘ ' ; 8,¥,C
1552 35 Pre to St - Whse I completed 8/D in DONG
~ vHOUC(2). ‘ S,F
1657 36 Pro to 411 Units, Info St = Freg0 12-66
: to Opn0 303=664 PR 8,F,C
1820 37 Pre to St — Special, Sit Rep #30. $»F
1840 3§ Fre B to Pre —Pew 15 VO at (20 126564),
taken under morter fire. 8,F o
1842 39 P11 D to Pre - Observed NC at (2C 790548)e SiF -
1856  4C . Pre to St - Recon op Snoop (ZC 095556)
. Teck (ZC 155563 ). o S,F,M
1915 4 Pre B to.Pre ~ Sent aqd to check out area
(2C 126564) Sqd became engaged in a firs
fight, Morter end arty called, Spot Rep
to fO].lOw. S'F
BPREAE Ny g :
2 CONFIDENTIAL S
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STAFF JOURNAL
~ OUERATION ORANGE' 3120
0BOTOO = 090TO0 Apr 1966 - 18 Lpr 1966
INCIDENT ACTION TAKEN

#11 Units to Pre - Sit: Rep all securas  9yFyC
'Pre B to Pre = Sqd. back from aoross rivery
- arty oeased fire.: _ . 5,F
Pre D, Pil D, Whee I to Pre = Sit Rep

all securs. o ) 8,F
Pre to St - Spot Report on Pre B inoident
081915 entries 41, 43, ’
Prg B to Pre = Spot Report action 082145. 5,F,C
8t to Pre = 105mn being lifted out of area

of opns. Insure recon stays within 5500

- moterss 4ns: Will comply. 8,7
‘" Ppe to St - Sit Rep no enemy contact.: 8,F ,g
8,F

Pre %0 St ~ S5it Rep no enemy contacte
P41 D to Pye .- Received 3 rifle grenades
at .(Z0 190540), Sustained 2 WIA (Med Bvac

¢’

in AM). §,F,C
Pro to St - Specisl Sit Rep #31. S,F
411 Units to Fre =~ Sit Report — no enemy
contaot. L §,FyC
L1} Units to Pre =~ Sit Report - no enemy
contact. . 8,r,C
411 Units to Fre = Sit Report - no enemy
contact. - ‘ 3,F,C

I're D to Pre ~Yre D‘-Z,-B‘l'laa returned C. S,yF
St to Pre = Ref. your 090005H, req Spot

Report on rifle grenades. 3,F
A1l Units to Pre - Sit Report - no enemy ‘
econtact, 8,F,C

Pre to0 St = Spot Report (entries 50, 56)e S,F,C
Pre D to Pre « Pre D-2-C hes returned, 8,F
Pre to St - Special Sit Rep #32. S,F,C
411 Units to Pre - Sit Report no chenges 5,F,C
Pil D to Pre - Receiving sniper fire

from 4 or 5 VC vicinity (3C 190549).

Fire was suppressed by arty mission fired

at 040645H, ) | 8,F
Pre Rear to Ure - Check in w/Tre & on

D256 at 090T30H. 8,F
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STAFF JOURNAL
OFERATION ORANGE. 3420
090700, = 100700 Apr 1966 18 hpr 1966
INCIDENT ‘ ACTION THKEN
Pre to' St .~ Wheé I ocommenced 1ift. §,F,C

‘Pre to 8t — Whse I completed 1ift off. 8,F
8¢ to Pre ~ Plens for extraction of Bne 5yF

.

Pro to St - Acknowledged-receipt of 091600H. 5,F

* P{i1 D to Pre = Received

6 rds 60mm mortar

at (ZC 16433-7).3‘ ‘Possible location

P to Pre "-‘Front'lz.lne‘s (ZC 160537) to

(2 1,60327 y to (20 169530). * (Bnemy
" ‘morthrs). T sF
. Pre 'tq St - Spot Report .on“Pil D re~
ceiving mortar fire, . ° S,F
re té 9t = Special Sit Rep #34. 8,F
%o Pre - Req. more info on Pil D "
ar fires © 8,F

2zc ’5540%'1;0 (ZC 164537)s - CP at
(ZC 16%537). ‘ : 8,F,C
~ Reoon Teek (2C "15'45532,. Snoop (ZC 130525)e 5,F,C
Pre to A\ Units - Info -« Fragd :
1366 to Opg0 303-66. - : S,F,C
Night activities. ' S,F
Special Sit Rép #34e - S,F,C
‘Yre to St - lLid\son made w/Spec For,
they know of and\goncur W/your planned
movements * Regs thQy employ M Foroe .on
‘south ‘bark SONG VU §I4a. They will do 8o
. beginning  101600H, : 8,F,C
" 5t to Pre - Answer to query on Pil D, :
Spot Report entry #27+°\ =~ 8,F,C
“Pre to St -~ 5it Rep no edemy contacte s,F,C

Yre B to Pre - No VC in

Pre D; Pi1l D to Pre = Sit Rep

cP,

‘Notified Spec For location of Phe D=3,

notified them we had also:réques 4 flere

ghip 2200-0100,

8t to Pre - My plans are approved,

requirements to supnort

plane for 11

tomorrow and Mondey. 411 troops incluling

recon snd engincers plus other attached

units on net be lifted.
ASAT.

411 Units to Fre - Sit Rep all secure.
Pre to 411 Units - Flare ship starts drops

in 5 mimtes.

DECLASSIFIED
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CONFIDENTIAL -
STAFF JOURNAL 7
OPERATION ORANGE 3120
09070N = 100700 hpr 1966 18 ipr 1966
m OUT  SER  INCIDENT R . ACTION TAKEN
0700  NOTE 1 ' OPENED JOURNAL. . . . .
0730 2 “.P41 D 4o Pro - Spot Report - Smiper firee 5,F b
oBT 3> Pre to St - Spot Rep (Mg #2)s. . 8,F,C
0800 4 - Pil D to Pre - 4m presently sweeping LAP : L
THUAN. ' . 8,F,C '
4 Pre D to Pre - 3d Plt will conduct search
and destroy operations in I0C TAY, prepare
to est. bage camp in area; conduct night
Ambushes. 24 P1t CP security, will gonduct
1 day light patrol to TIA SON, 1st P1l¢ :
. security Perm W, CP no change. 8,F o
0810 5 Pre to St = Pil D now oonduoting search . 1 -
and destroy operations in LAP THUAN. 8,F,C .
0815 6 Pre B to Pre « Will conduct search and
- destroy operation in HOANG PHUOC BAC(2)
with one plte One squad will block to :
north at (ZC 113557) in support of rice /
recovery operations by Special Foroves
and local populace. Two sqds will search
: draws (ZC 103550). L . S,F
(845 " 7 Pi1 D to Pro = hm shifting search end
. destroy operations to PHUOC LAM, 8,F,C
0850 8 Pre D to Yre - Spot Report. 8,F,C
0925 9 Whse I to Pre - Conducting search and
. destroy operations ir hamlets vicinity
. (zC 140520). S,F,C
0930  NOTE 10 Pre 6 visiting Whee I. S,yF
1000 11 Pil D to PYre - Conducting search and '
‘ _ destroy operations in FHUOC LAM, S,F
1014 12 Pil D to Pre - Front lines (ZC 170532) ,
: to (2C 179536), CP (2C 175533)s S,F)C wr
1037 INFO 13 8t 6 arrived Pre CP. 5,F,C .
1935 . 44  Vnse I to Pre - Front lines (2¢ 139518)
. to (2C 141532), CP (ZC 142525 )s S4F,C
1125 : 15 Recon Op made contact with VC, Spot Report -
to followe. s,%,C
1140 S 16 105mm and ammo completed 1ift off. 5,F,C
1152 17 Pre to St - Special Sit Rep #33. 8,F,C
1297 18 Spot Report (Recon)e S,F,C
1218 19 Pre to P4l D - Instructions on activity
to be conducted, ' 5,F
1402 20 Pre t6 St = Whse I is in ‘position for
) . pick up. . S,F
1512 & Pre to St ~ P4l D positioned to cover
" withdrawal of Whse I by helicopter, cocord
were corrected, S,F

Ty
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STAFF JOURNAL
OPERATION ORANGE 3120
090700 = 1007700 Apr 1966 18 Apr 1966

INCIDENT - . ACTION TUKEN
Pre tq St - Whse'l commenced 1ift, 8yFyC |
Pre tv 9t — Whse I completed lift off. 8,F
§t to Pre - Plans for extreotion of Bn. SF
Pro to St - Lcknowledged reoeipt of 091600Hs S,F
P41 D to Pre = Received 6 rds 60mm mortar

at (20 16435-7). Possible locstion

(ZC 160527)y o (2C 169530). (Enemy

mortars). : S,F

Pre to St - Spot Report on Pil D re-

ceiving mortar fire, S,F
Pre to St - Speocial Sit Rep i34. 8,F

St to Pre - Req, more info on Pil D .
mortar fire, ' S,F wr
Pl D to Pre - Front lines (2C 160537) to -
ézc 165540; to (2C 164537)s CP at

2C 16253T)e. . . S,F,C

Recon Ope Peck (2C 154563}, Snoop (ZC 130525). S,F,C
Pre to All Unite - Info St « Fregd

13-66 to Opn0 303-66e s,F,C
Night aotivities, S,F
Special Sit Rep #34. s,F,C

Pre to St — liaison made v/3pec For,
they know of and conour w/your planned
movement, Rags they employ M Forece on
gouth bank SONG VU GIA, They will do so

beginning 10160CH, S4F,C
St to Pre « Answer to query on Pil D,

Spot Report entry #27. 8,F,C
Pre to St — 3it Rep no enemy contact. s,F,C
Pre B to Tre = B=3-A at Canister site. 8,F
Pre D to Pre - Spot Report. - _ S,F

Tre B to Pre .~ No VC in CP, all secure. 5,F,C
Pre D, P4l D to Pre - Sit Rep all secure. 8,F,C
Notified Spec For location of Pre D-3,

notified them we had also requested flare

ship 2200-0100, S,yF
St to Pre - My plans are approved, submit
requirements to supnort plamns for 1ift
tomorrow end Mondey. A1l troops including
recon and engincers plus other attached
units on net be lifted. Must be informed

ASAP, S,F
4£11 Units to ¥Yre -« Sit Rep all secure. s,F,C
Pre to A1) Units « Flare ship starts drops

in 5 mimtes. S,F

2 CONFIDENTIAL
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STLFF JOURNAL
OPERATION ORANGE 3120
090700 ~ 100700 Apr 1966 18 Apr 1966
N ooT SER INCIDENT ACTION T/KEN
2200 NOTE 46 Flare ship commenced drop of flares. 8,F,C
2200 47 A1l Units to Pre - Sit Rep no enemy
contaot, 84F,C
48 Pre to St - Air req for 10 Apr. S,F,C
2930 49 P're to St - ém exploying flare ship. 5,F,C
2310 50 Pre to St - Sit Rep no enemy contact. 8,F,0
2310 51 S¢ to Pre - If target available, increase
H & I fires. SyF
2113 52 8t to Pre - lny enemy contact? Why using
flare ship? S,F
2315 53 St to Yre - Why is flave ship being used? 8,F
2330 54 Pre to St - Explanation use of flare shipe S,F
2353 55 Pre o St - Special Sit Rep #35. 8,F
0010 56 Pre to St = De2-B=2 now in position. S,F
0010 57 Pre to St ~ Pre De2-C-1 has returned. $yF
0130 58 Pre D to Pre - D-2-0=-3 is back in. S,F
0200 59 Pre D, B' C, Pil1 D - Sit Rep no changee. S,F,C
0300 60 All Units to Pre - Sit Rep no change. SyFsC
0400 61 411 Units to Pre - Sit Rep no change. §,F,C
0500 62 411 Units to Fre = Sit Rep no ehange. 8,F,C
0600 63 411 Units to Pre - Sit Rep no change. ByFyC
0602 64 Pre to St - Special Sit Rep #36. S,F,C
0700 65 CLOSED JOURNAL.
3 sl
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STAFF JOURNAL
OPERATION ORANGE - 3120
100700 = 110700 Apr 1966 18 Lipr 1966
puf QUT SER INCIDENT ACTION TAKEN
0725 1 Pro to 8t ~ 4.2 commenced 1ift off. §,F,C
0704 2 Pre to St ~ Scat Snoop in position to
observe bridge (ZC 123513). 8,F
0822 INFO 3 Pre 6 at il D CP going to Pre Ds S,F
0930 INFO 4 Pre 6 returned to CP. 8,F
0935 5 St to Pre - Advise when arty lift completeds 5,F
0944 6 P41 D to Pre = Now at DONG PHOUC(2).
Should be ready to cross in 30 mimtes. S,F
0942 T Pre to St - Ans on entry #5. S,F
0946 8 Pre to St - Ref your 100920H, cannot
give completion time now, Will inform
your station when 1ift completed. S,F,C
1050 9 Pre to St - Pil D crossing river in small
groups in local boats. Covered by howtars
and rre D S,F,C
1050 10 Pil D to Pre - Now have 2/3 of Co. across
SONG VU GIA. Req permission to stop by
airfield to pick up geare S,F,C
1034 11 Pre to 8t - 4.2 mortars out. Personnel,
ammo still to be lifted. 2/3 il D
have orossed SONG VU GIA to north. 8,F,C
1030 12 Tre to 8t - Pil D has crossed river. 8,F,C
1056 13 Pre 0 Pil D - Move to vicinmity (4C 127549)e S)F
1104 14 Fre to Spec For (relayed by LL via HST) -
411 Pre forces have crossed to north of
SONG VU GIA. 3,F
1130 15 Pre to St - Pil D moving to (ZC 127549)
tentative plan will be ¥il D (ZC 127549)
WVQ P1t viecinity Pre CY as security/reaerve
force. Pre D vicinity (ZC 155549), /1
P1t providing security for Hewtar Btry and
HST and 1 P1t (2C 145530). s,P,C
1140 16 gt to Pre — Cuard the downed helicopter
on airfield, S,F,C
1155 17 Pre to Pre D - Have one reinf sad to Hill
200 (ZC 156564). One plt to guard airfield
and HST, One plt to cover benk SONG VU
GIA (20 1475328. §,F
1158 18 St to Pre - 5t 5 will arrive approx 1400.
If possible he wishes to visit Co CP's, BS,F,T
1200 19 Pre to St - 4.2 Morter Btry lift completed.
Scat Snoop is at Pre Cl. 8,F,C
1339 20 St to Pre - Req info on status of 1ift. 8,F
1341 4 Pre to St - hns on status of 1ift HST being

completed, troop lift follows as scheduleds 8,F,C

UN@IL@§SUFHE@
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OPERATION ORANGE
100700 = 110700 4pr 1966 -
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3120
18 Lpr 1966

INCIDENT ACTION TAKEN
A1l Units to Pre ~ 8it Rep no enemy

contact. 8,F,C
St to Pre - Peek vicinity Hill 200, has

been replaced by rre D-2-C, TFirst

helicopters to 1ift Yre B touched down

101455H, 8,F
8t to Pre = Ref Msg 101130H - 5t 5 will

not arrive your (7, helo not available. 5,F,C
Pre to St - Pre B lift completed. 5,F,0
Pil D, Pre D to Pre = Night activities. 8,F,C
Pil1 D, Pre D to Pre - Sit Rep no enemy
- contact. S,F,C
Special Sit Rep #36. S,F
Pre to St - Bip Rep all seoure. 8,F,C
Pre to 411 Units, Info St - FregQ 14-66

to 0pn0 303-66. N S,F’C
Ire D to Pre - 41l secure, neg enemy

contact. 8,F,C
Tre D, Pil D to Pre - 411 seocure, neg

enemy contacts §,F
Pre D to Pre — D=2-i4-1 in position. 8,F,C
¥re D to V're = D-2-B-2 lgaving CP. 8,F,C
Pre D, il D to Pre « All secure, neg

enemy contaot. 8,F,C
Pre D, i1 D, and Ripe Peach B to Pre =

411 seoure, neg enemy contact. 3,F,C
Vre D, ¥il D,Ripe Pesch B-2 tc Pre -~

411 secure, neg enemy contacte 8,F,C
D..2-B=3 departed CI. 5,F,C
Pre to St - Special Sit Rep #39 S,F,C
S5t Rep neg contact. 8,F,C
D.2.B has returned, 5,F,0
Sit Rep neg contact, all secure. 8,F,C
Sit Rep neg contact, all secure. 8,¥,C
8it Rep 211 secure. 8,F,C
Pre D to I're = D=-2-B-3 has returned. s,r,C
8it Rep neg contact. 5,F,C
Tre to St - Special Sit Rep #40. S yF,C
CLOSED JOURNAL.
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STAFF JOURNAL
OPERATION ORANGE
110700 = 120700 Apr 1966

INCIDENT

Commenced HST 1lift off.

Tre to Pil D - Have P1t search village
(2C 125554 )

Lirmy Forcee airoraft received sniper
fire vicinity (ZC 164537).

Lrmy Forces aircraft orashed in SONG VU
GIA (20 160540).

Pre to 're D -~ Pre D=1 on way to assis?d

5 seen swimming ashore.
Yre to Yre D « Move Vre D=1 to vieinity

(2C 157540).

Pre to St - No capualties on downed
airoraft.

Pre to St - Report of downed airoraft.
¥re De3-C 1ifted from Hill 200,
Howtar commenced lift off.

Lir strike support of SPL Forces (ZC 167529

Pre to St - Spec Sit Rep #41.

3120
18 ipr 1966

ACTION TAKEN
5,F

S,F,C
s,F
8,F,C
8,F,C
S,F
S,F,C
$,F,C
S,F

§,F,C
5. 8,70

H
Pre to St - Second air strike on (2C 1675295. 8,F,C
8t to Pre — Req info on entries 11 & 13, 5,F

Pre to 8t - Info on air strike.
Pre to S5t - Howtar 1ift done.

8,F,C
$,F

Pre to St — AO cont to control air strikes. B,F

1ye to St — Troop 1lift commenced cf Pil Us

Yre to 8t - Info on heli-lift.
Operation ORANGE ended 11C55H.

S,F,C
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3120
18 Ap;'il‘1966

Record of Bvents, Company "B" Major Engégement of 2% April 1966
0207208 = Lended at (2C 203553%. B-1, 2, and 3. Approximetely

020705 B3 proceeded to NGOC KINH{1) engeging the enemy at 0730 and
killing 4 VC +hile wounding three others. Two USMCwere WIAs A B-1
proceéded to the east of NGOC KI¥H(1). as the reserve platoons The CP
group proceeded in ‘the same direction suffering one WIA from sniper
fire at 0745, Women and ohildren were hold at the east end of NGOG
KIMH(1) and were released &t 0900, Boats and houses were sesrched
‘ylelding various doouments. and medicines vhioh were processed end sent
by helicopter to Battalion with three USMC WIh. -~ o

0207058 ~ B2 deperted the I& and procesded through TAN HIF
$owerds NGOC KINH(2), Bearch end destroy operations were conducted in
T4M HIEP with wo‘ eneiy enoountereds B-2 hotusl prooeeded aoross 500

‘meters of open rice paddies to recomnoiter the near edge of NGOC kmve(2)

with oné squad. When 30-50 meters from the hamlet the squad received
heavy eutomatic wespons fire from VC entrenched behind the wood line

with barbed wire and bemboo fence obstacles in front of the positione
The two squads walting in TiM HIER attempted to envelop NGOC KINH(2) -

from the opposite flank tut sustained heavy casuslties fiom effective
sniper fire snd heavy sutomatic weapons fire.

4t 0902 B-2 requested assistanoe. B-3 was directed to proceed
immediately to support B-2. B-3 encountered sniper fire and a water
obstacle at coordinates (ZC 194545) halting their advance and delaying
any sssistance for B-2. Bemlets were not prepped initially becense of
the policy not to prep & hamlet unlees hostile fire had been received
from it. In both cases, friendly elements were in proximity to enemy
positions and artillery fire ocould not be brought to bear because
their . "4 exsot locations could not be observed from the grounde

 020945H - fn air etrike vas . yequested on NGOC KINE(2) to poscit
Bw2 o0 move doad and wounded back and permit employment of supporting

srms on NGOG KINH(2), B~2 merked front lines with air panele and the
L0 delivered smoke rockeds &s a furthor identifiocation to strike air

oraft,

020945 ~ B=1 and CP group continued moving southwest of NGOG
KINH(1) toward LAP THUAN through rice fields and received sporadio
sniper fire.

02110CH — The eirstrike delivered on NGOC KINH(2), partioulexrly
o0mm. stpufing runs, stopped enemy fire long enough .for B-2 to move its
desd end wounded towards TAM HIEP. , T :

. Enolosure (3)
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Each time the aircraft espprosched the target, the men of B2 would
move towards TAM HIEP oarrying their wounded with them. During and
after the air strike this system continued until early evening when all
the wounded wers moved to TAM HIEP, B-2 recovered two bodies the night
of 2 pril 1966 end returned ith them to TAM HIE?, one squad from Deied

assisted,

0211058 = BwZ and Bravo CP group came on ling south of B=3, B3
contimed from the western seotion of NGOC KING(1) towards LiP THULN .
Bravo CP group moved to the high ground at coordinates (zC 193535) %o
observe and control.

021135H = At coordinates (2C 193543) B-3 oame under heavy automatic
end smell arms fire. B-f was directed to move to the vicinity of B3
to essist. B-3 continued to edvance by fire and maneuver to coordinates
ézc 190541; with B-3-B moving towards the hedgerow at coordinates
%C 190538). B-3 es a whole oame under & heavy mortar attack as well
a8 the mutomatic fire. Heavy casualties were inflicted foroing then
to withdrew to the east and B-3-B to the wouth. Bat provided. a bese of
fire, 4.2's, 81's and 105's were used 10 quiet the fire coming from in

and eround LAP THUAN, & defemse was st in by B-3 and B-1 at the western |

end of NGOC KINH(1). Sniper fire and mortars were received until derk=—
ness on the CP, B=1 and B-3's positions from LAY THUAN,

Walking wounded and litter oeses from B-1 and B-3 were moved to
coordinates (ZC 193537) for medical evaouation. The KIA's were not re-

covered until after darkness due %o sutomatic weepons fire being gantered

on the locations of the bodies. Two VCS were ceptured by B=3 during
the zfternoon engagement 021530H.

Helicopters arrived and evacuated the wounded from coordinates
(2C 193537)s Helicopters were drawing a large volume of fire from Ly
THULN, One helicopter was unsble to become girborne and was abandoned
by the crew.

The remaining men from B-3 returned to the CP and were utilized
for the perimeter defense. Very little enemy gotivity appeared in the
gvening of 2 April and the morning of 3 April 1966,

0271308 = B« moved by the ocover of darkness to the (P, carrying
the dead and wounded both from their platoon as well as B<3. B=1 was
sot in on the western flank of B Compeny. Snipers agsigned from 3d
Marines were found to be very effeotive. ‘

030355H = Dcwned helicopter was destroyed by fire and numercus
explosions (omase unkmovn), 2 men wounded and one man killeds Burns
were severe on the wounded. Due to intense flames no one was able to

get near the helicopter.

| 2 RO En 1
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030630H — Body was recovered from the helicopter,

030900H « All remaining wounded and KIA's were evaocuated by
helioopter.

031100H ~ 6 men from B~Z end a squad from Deq~3 roturned to NGOC
KINH(2) to recover bodies. They encountered heavy fire and Wwithdrew
to TAM EIEP,

< 031400H - B Company less men from B-2 (now attached to ¥Pre D-3)
moved east 600 meters and set in a defense, Illumination was provided
throughout the night. CP was looated (zC 196537), front lines were
(2¢ 193557) to (2C 196537) and (ZC 199536) to (4C 204538).

03193CH = D=i=1 while conducting a search end destroy nmission re=
covered the remeining 7 bodies from NGOC KINH(2).

Enclosure (3)
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