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810010 INDORSEMENT OD 10. la_Un, 34 Mar Itr 'J/JJJ/d4.h ".1" 
,120 4 .. ll! Apr 1966 

""'S to: 

'ia~ 

hbj: 

Ie.t: 

Io"ndtng GeneR1.. 3d Marine D1 vis10n ('Rein) 1MF 
Commanding Gena.i, U. S .• Military Aasl.tanoe 
Ooman4 'finD .. 
Oomaancllng Gen .... l,. III Jfarine Amphibious Forc. 

Operatlon ORAliO •• 'f-.r 1.'10ft Report 

(a) COMUSMACV Directive Ho ",-t! 
~. Readdressed and forwarded in accordance with reterence 
Ca), .... en'. coneemin, J" .. ~ndatlon8 oontained 1n the 
•• l. ~po1"t are set rorth below. 

a~ 81'2 WrJdu9.'Je;"nrR,. Photo reproduction ot 
_pe ie 0 n.. slary. . •• _p auprliea are adequate 
to proTide diat;ribution dcnm to aquad 18"'$1 Ul'10n reque.t. 

b,. tlllIlY*nhMt~r 'A-OR .-!tml re'FoD81b1li-liM. ftft ac~.· .vinc a L> 01'1 0 IE_ 1XDlt 
iiiiW.,,. reeponsit:,l..lltt •• vlMn taotically employed beyond 
",~"i.aned sector arer'eQogni .•• d" However, such i8 most 
t~'ly not possible due to the limited availabi11ty of 
tore •• tc aeet both daten.lve and offensiY. committllents • 
.,. Uak organis1ng an lJ\fantr,r battalion may be divIded 
int. two teak organi •• \lons, 'Lft otfensive tactical oommand 
groupheadquartere capable ot ooordinating and controlling 
INppQl'tlng arms together with two or more company maneuver 
.lament_; and a defensive oommand he~dquarter8 capable ~f 
..... nd1ag and coordinatl .. oompanies or elementaretained 
In the 4erensive sect .. on· Parther, by such pre-planned task 
erganising eaoh batt. on baa the capability of providing 
a ooabat .f'~e on sho" notice to meet contingency require • 
• ate vlthCNt lIlajor redla,..ltion ot forces within the 
'"Oll' !btl ooncept, pftot10ed 1ft the 'Jd Marine nivision 
ter aD .~ .... period. .t time, makes a. maximum mm:bcr of 
toreee avallable tor otte".lve action, retaiml co:!"'Ymnd 
oOllttJlUit,. 1n the a •• ir" tletensive sector, imd insures 
the pl"Otection of vita areal. However, it ;!lUst ryl'!' recor­
nl ••• that slteh proce4tare •• vorely limits the c8Nlbility of 
an :In!'antry battalion t.e oonduot sustained offensi".· . 
opera.t~()ns~ 
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SECOND ENDORSEMENT on GO, 1stBn, 3d Mar ltr 3/JJJ/ddh over
3120 dtd 18 Apr 1966

From: Commanding General, 3d Marine Division (Rein) FMF
Commanding General, U. S. Military AssistanceTo:
Command, Vietnam
Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious ForceVia:

Subj: Operation ORANGE, After Action Report

Ref: (a) COMUSMACV Directive No 335-8

1. Readdressed and forwarded in accordance with reference
(a). Comments concerning recommendations contained in the
basic report are set forth below.

a. Photo reproduction of maps. Photo reproduction of
maps is not necessary, Present map supplies are adequate
to provide distribution down to squad level unon request.

b. Relieving battalion of TAOR security responsibili-
ties. The advantages of relieving a battalion of its TAOR

security responsibilities when tactically employed beyond
an assigned sector are recognised, However, such is most
frequently not possible due to the limited availability of
forces to meet both defensive and offensive committments,
By task organizing an infantry battalion may be divided
into two task organisations; an offensive tactical command
group headquarters capable of coordinating and controlling
supporting arms together with two or more company maneuver
elements; and a defensive command headquarters capable of
commanding and coordinating companies or elements retained
in the defensive sector. Further, by such pre-planned task
organising, each battalion has the capability of providing
a combat force on short notice to meet contingency require-
ments without major redisposition of forces within the
TAOR. This concept, practiced in the 3d Marine Division
for an extended period of time, makes a maximum number of
forces available for offensive action, retains command
continuity in the assigned defensive sector, and insures
the protection of vital areas. However, it must be recog-
nised that such procedure severely limits the capability of
an infantry battalion to conduct sustained offensive
operations.
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e. 1IIINR'11!1291 
(1) Remot •• for the AI/PRC-25 are'programmed for 

distribution to Division units "ring June, 1966. 

(21 !he commeat con •• rning mut'Wll interference 
between AN/PRC.2' radios is the tiret report of this type 
diffiQulty. Locally cGntrolljld teat.. to (_,ermine the 
degree or mutual intert:erence be_e,en AM/pRO.I, radio. have 
subeequently been condGcted aJ\d the results have shown 
neglipbleinterfel'ence. This problem area will continue 
to be r',on:! tored. 

W. B. tcrtl 

119tW'I(4I"at 
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C. Communications

(1) Remotes for the AN/PRC-25 are programmed for
distribution to Division units during June, 1966.

(2) The comment concerning mutual interference
between AN/PRC-25 radios is the first report of this type
difficulty. Locally controlled tests to determine the
degree of mutual interference between AN/PRC-25 radios have

subsequently been conducted and the results have shown
negligible interference. This problem area will continue
to be monitored.

W. B. KYLE
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HEADQlJARTmS 
1st Ba.ttalion, 3d Marines 

3d Marine Division (Reinf), FMF 
FPO San Frauo1eoo, 96602 

16 9966 

3/JJT/ddh 

From: 
Toz 
Vie.: 

Commanding Offioer 
Commanding General, Third Marine Division 

Comanding Offioer, Third Marines 

3120 .. 
18 A.pril 1966 

Subj I Combat Operations After Action Report 

Ref I 

Encll 

~
al DivO ;100.1B 
b Reg'tO 3120.1B 
o 3d Me.:t-Div OpnO ;8;-66 

(d) Map, VIm' Nil.M, 1150,000, AMS Series L701, Sheets . 

6558 I, 6558 II, 6658 III, 6658 IV 

l1j1 st Bn, 3d Mar OpnO ;0;-66 - f'li F 

~ "..Staff Journal, Operation ORANGE 1-11 April 1966 
3 J Chronology of events, "Bit Compa:ny major engagement with 

enemy 2~ April 1966 

1. Operation ORANGE, Battalion(-)(Reinf) Searoh and Destroy/Seourity 

optlration. 

2. OI07()(\H·- 11183SH April 1966. 

3. (1DlING NAM l'rovinoe, QUAlm NAM Special S;ector • 

..• 
4~ 1st :i3a-;;talion, 3d Marines 

H&S Compp.ny(-) 

Compe.ny B 

Company D 

Company ]) 1/1 

Oompany I, 3/3 

Compnn,y L, 3/3 

3d Marines ~ 
l Copy .Ja.-. or L. 1 

DECLASSIFIED 

LtCol R.R. DICKEY III 

Capt J. G ILLMh.N 

Oapt H.W. HUnT 

Oapt GJffiDNEH 

Capt LEE 

DECLASSIFIED

169966
CONFIDENTIAL

HEADQUARTERS

S & C FILES
1st Battalion, 3d Marines

3d Marine Division (Reinf), FMF

3D
MARINES

FPO San Francisco, 96602
3/JJT/ddh
3120013066 18 April 1966

From: Commanding Officer
Commanding General, Third Marine DivisionTo:

Vie: Commanding Officer, Third Marines

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report

Ref: (a) DivO 3100.1B
(b) Reg'tto 3120.1B
(o) 3d MerDiv OpnO 383-66
(a) Map, VIET NAM, 1:50,000, AMS Series L701, Sheets

6558 I, 6558 II, 6658 III, 6658 IV

1st Bn, 3d Mar OpnO 303-66
- NIF

(1)Encl:
Staff Journal, Operation ORANGE 1-11 April 1966

(2)
Chronology of events, "B" Company major engagement with

(3)
enemy 2-3 April 1966

1. Operation ORANGE, Battalion (-) (Reinf) Search and Destroy/Security

operation.

2. 010700H - 111835H April 1966.

3. QUANG NAM Province, QUANG NAM Special Sector.

LtCol R.R. DICKEY III
to 1st Battalion, 3d Marines

Capt J. GILLMAN
H&S Company (-)

Capt R.W. HUNT
Company B

Capt B.M. SUMMERLIER
Company D

Capt J. TULLY
Company D 1/1

Capt GARDNER
Company I, 3/3

Capt LEE
Company L, 3/3

3d Marines
1

Copy 6 of 61
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Btr.1 A, (-), 1st Bn, 11th Mar 

V Btq(-), 1st Bn, 12th Mar 

'" :Btr.r( -) , 2d Bn, 12th Mar 

5. T.i.5K ORGANIZATION 

l§t En, 3d Mar(-)(Reinf) 
H&S Co(-)(Reinf) 

Dat, Interpreter, ARVN 
Det, CI'l'1' 
Sqd W Co, Hqs' Bn 3d Marl)iv 
Sqdl-), Sniper l>lat, Hq Co, 3d Mar 
Det, Dog l'lat 
Det" EOD 
Det(-), HST :5d sr Bn 
Det, ISO, Hq Bn, 3d MarDiv 
2d I>lat, 00 B, 3d Reoon En 

Co B(Reinf) 
Co B 

Det, H&S Co(-) 
Dat, Mad i"lat 
Det, Oorom l'lat 
Dat, Intel Seo 
FAC Tm 

Sqd, 2d l'lat, Co A, 3 d Eng Bn 
})et, HST, 3d Sl> Bn 
Dot, rCjO, Hq Bn 3d MarDiv 
Arty E':'> Tm, Btry A, 1 at Bn 11 th Mar 

l\lt, Inter AHVN 

.Qr •.• D.U~..c.inf ) 
Co D 

D(;~;~ H&8 Co(-) 
Det, Med i)'le:; 
Det, Comm l'lat 
Dat, Intel Seo 
Fl.C Tm 
Seo, 81m Mort l>lat(-) 

Sqd, 2d l'lat, Co J., 3d Eng En 
Dot, HST, 3d &) Bn 
De'!;, I$O, Hq Bn 3d MarDiv 
Det, Sniper l'lat, Hq Co 3d Mar 
Det, Inter lillVN 
r"lc~t, 768th Co 1..RVN CUF 
i.rty F(, Tm Btry 1'., 1 at Bn 11th Mar 

2 
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Capt R. SEED 

Oapt GEER 
J 

Oa.pt F~B~G~. ;. r':' 
,. ', .. i tI i 

LtCol DICKEY 
Capt GILL1'Wl 

Capt HUNT 

Capt SUMMImLI::T 
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Capt R. SEED
Btry A, (-), 1st Bn, 11th Mar

Capt GEER
W Btry(-), 1st Bn, 12th Mar

Capt FRANKENBERGER
W Btry(-), 2d Bn, 12th Mar

5. TASK ORGANIZATION

LtCol DICKEY
1st Bn, 3d Mar(-) (Reinf)

Capt GILLMAN
H&S Co (-) (Reinf)
Det, Interpreter, ARVN

Det, CITT

Sqd, MP Co, Hqs Bn 3d MarDiv

Sqd(-), Sniper Plat, Hq Co, 3d Mar

Det, Dog Plat
Det, EOD
Det(-), HST 3d SI Bn

Det, ISO, Hq Bn, 3d MarDiv

2d Plat, Co B, 3d Recon Bn

Capt HUNT
Co B(Reinf)

Co B
Det, H&S co(-)

Det, Med Plat
Det, Comm Plat

Det, Intel Seo
FAC Tm

Sqd, 2d Plat, Co A, 3d Eng Bn

Det, HST, 3d SP Bn
Det, ISO, Hq Bn 3d MarDiv

Arty 30 Tm, Btry A, 1st Bn 11th Mar

Det, Inter ARVN

Capt SUMMERLIN
Co D(Reinf)

Co D
Deb, H&S co(-)

Det, Med l'lat

Det, Comm Plat

Det, Intel Sec
FAC Tm
Sec, 81mm Mort Plat (-)

Sqd, 2d Plat, Co hig 3d Eng Bn

Dct, HST, 3d SP Bn

Det, ISO, Hq Bn 3d MarDiv

Det, Sniper Plat, Hq Co 3d Mar

Det, Inter ARVN
Plat, 768th Co ARVN CRF

irty FO Tm Btry A, 1st Bn 11th Mar

CONFIDE2
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00 D(Reinf) 1st En. 1st Mar C~pt TULLY 

00 D 
Det, H&S 00(-) 1st Bn, 1st Mar 

Det, Med I"lst 
Det, lI&S Co (-) 1 at En, 3d Mar 

Det, Oomm r 1st 
Det, Intel Sec 
1 at Bec 81m Mort il'lst ( -) 

5qd, 2d ?lat( .. ), Co 1~, 3d Eng Bn 
Det, HST, 3d 61' Bn 
Det, ~g ?let 
Det, Inter !JlVN 
F'(~O Txn, B&S 00(-), 2d Bn 3d Mar 
~ty FO TIn, Btry B(-) 1st Bn 12th Mar 

8~mm MOrt ?lat(-~ Sd Plat(-}, Co i.. 3d k Bn 
GySgt NELSON 
1st Lt WJlLtS 

Direot Support ''W" !ri£-HReinf). tet En 12th Mar 
4.2 • Mort Btry -} 
l'lBlt, Btry 1.(-), 1st En 11th Mar 

Capt DmM 

2-9 Jl.pftl 1966 
C()Rdnf' j, 3d Bn, 3d Mar Ca.pt GARDNER 

~-10 April 1966 
Co I(Reinr), 3d Bn, 3d Mar Capt LEE 

Capt SEED 

2-11 /"::F.i.l 196~ 
IIowtar Btry -), 2d :an, 12'th)\lIar Cnpt FRliliKENBEllGElt 

6. llill'll()HTING FUl1CES. 

4.2 Hart Btry{-), 1st Bn, 12th l1ar(-)(Heinf). 

107mm Howtar Btry(-), 2d En, 12th Mar(-)(Reinf). 

Btry A(-), 1st En, 11th Mar(-)(Reinf'). 

L. total of' 331 artillery missions were fired during the o~:!c"",-,~;:i,{',~,'.. 
of whioh 61 were observed, 25 were unobserved, 8 were registrc:·;;;.f:"w. 
11 illumination, 1 direot fire, and 215 B end I. 2,174 4.2 !iT: ;:~':: 
1,355 105 H'Ill, 547 4.2' '·/ll end 100 105mm WI', 146 4.2 Illum and "16 "!('S:"~ 
Cn1m, and 13 HE.'T 105mn rounds were fired, for 9. total of 4~.;':":"'~' __ --:::::::-1 
... ,~tillery rounds of' all or:.libers and typ~;s. Umi~l©~~$$~~~[ID) 
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Capt TULLY
Co D(Reinf) 1st Bn. 1st Mar

Co D
Det, H&S co(-) 1st Bn, 1st Mar

Det, Med Mat

Det, H&S co(-) 1st Bn, 3d Mar

Det, Comm Plat
Det, Intel Sec
1st See 81mm Mort Flat (-)

Sqd, 2d Plat(-), Co A, 3d Eng Bn

Det, HST, 3d SI Bn

Det, Dog Plat
Det, Inter ARVN
FAC Tm, H&S co(-), 2d Bn 3d Mar

Arty FO Tm, Btry B(-) 1st Bn 12th Max

GySgt NELSON
81mm Mort Plat (-)

1st Lt WALLS
3d Plat D. Co to 3d Eng Bn

Capt DREW
Direct Support "W" Btry(-)( (Reinf), 1st Bn 12th Mar

4.2 in. Mort Btry(-)
Plat, Btry 4(-), 1st Bn 11th Mar

2-9 April 1966
Capt GARDNERCo I(Reinf), 3d Bn, 3d Mar

3-10 April 1966
Capt LEECo I(Reinf), 3d Bn, 3d Mar

1-9 April 1966
Capt SEED

Btry A(-), 1st Bn, 11th Mar

3-11 April 1966
Cept FRANKENBERGER

Howtar Btry(-), 2d Bn, 12th Mar

3-10) April 1966
Det, 3d Eng Bn

6. SUPPORTING FORCES.

4.2 Mort Btry(-), 1st Bn, 12th Mar(-)(Reinf).

107mm Howtar Btry(-), 2d Bn, 12th Mar(-)(Reinf).

Btry A(-), 1st Bn, 11th Mar(-)(Reinf).

t. total of 337 artillery missions were fired during the operation.
of which 67 were observed, 25 were unobserved, 8 were registr

11 illumination, 1 direct fire, and 215 H and I. 2,174 4.2 HE

1,335 105 HE, 547 4.2 WP and 100 105mm WI', 146 4.2 Illum and 18 105m

Illun, and 13 HEAT 105mm rounds were fired, for a total of 4.

UNCLASSIFIED
retillery rounds of all calibers and types.
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Air re~est nets utilized were Tactical Air Re~est Net, Taotical 

Air Direotion Net, and Landing Zone Control Net. Air was both pre­

planned and immediate request. Reaction time of fixed wing olose 

support air on strip alert was exoellent with one ~oeptiont when a. 

45 minute delay was enoountered because a TAC(A) waa not immediately 

available. In this instanoe, llSpalm was requested anQ. the strike was 

with 250 lb. bombs. Effeotiveness or olose air support was someticos· 

limited by the proximi ty or friendly forces to the target. In general, 

target areas being prepared for Braund assaults by close air support 

were given effeotive ooverage. Rotary wing air.raft support was 

generally exoellent. Reaotion time for Med Evao missions was exoellent. 

There waS' often an undue delay in the erri val or aircraft callel! tor 

speoial and resupp1ly missions. 

The following is a re-oapitulation of helicopter support used 

during the operation. 

So rt ier 

!!::'14 H46AI3I 

; 0 Troop Lift s 278 172 

LSA LiftS' 80 176 

2 H34' s were used daily for reSGPply/Med Evao. 

4 R;4 f S were uS'ed on Dr}. and ]).1.4 for resupply~d Evao. 

The following fixed Wing air support was used. 

Fixed wing oargo sorties (USA Caribou airoratt) - 18 

Find wing CAS 

Bt;ike8' tAg uag 
D.da; 4 6 

D+1 7 14 

D+2 2 14 

Dt} 4 8 

D+4 2' 4 

Df.5 J 6 

J>.t,6 2 4 

DttT 2 4 

~, .... ".",.t" 2 4 

4 CONFIDENTIAL 
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Air request nets utilized were Tactical Air Request Net, Tactical

Air Direction Net, and Landing Zone Control Net. Air was both pre-

planned and immediate request. Reaction time of fixed wing close

support air on strip alert was excellent with one exception, when a

45 minute delay was encountered because a TAC(A) was not immediately

available. In this instance, napalm was requested and the strike was

with 250 1b. bombs. Effectiveness of close air support was sometimos

limited by the proximity of friendly forces to the target. In general,

target areas being prepared for ground assaults by close air support

were given effective coverage. Rotary wing aircraft support was

generally excellent. Reaction time for Med Evac missions was excellent.

There was often an undue delay in the arrival of aircraft called for

special and resupply missions.

The following is a re-capitulation of helicopter support used

during the operation:

Sortiee

H46/437H-34

17227830 Troop Lifts

17680LSA Lifts

2 H34's were used daily for resupply/Med Evac.

4 H34's were used on D+3 and D+4 for resupply/Med Evac.

The following fixed wing air support was used:

Fixed wing cargo sorties (USA Caribou aircraft) - 18

Fixed wing CAS

#AS UsedStrikes
8

4D-day

147D+1

142D+2

84D+3

42D+4

6}D+5
1

42D+6

42D+Y

42D+10

CONFIDENTIAL4
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'Al,antity of artillery support, both in terms of t\1bos and E'.I!lIIlU­

nit1on, was suffioient. Artillery fires were used for illumination, 

preparatory fires for ground assault, harassing and interdiotion of 

known and suspeoted avenues of approaoh, assembly areas, harboring sites, 

t'Jld observed fires on enemy troops and inetallstions. Artillery fireS' 

were very effeotive, particularly when used to ~epare enemy positions 

for ground assault. Illumination missions were effeotive, but in many 

casee were not fired 8S promptly 88 expeoted. Organio 81Jl1!1 mortar 

illumination missions were fired to overoome this time lag. 

7. INTELLIGENCE. Though information reoeived from higher echelon 

oonoerning the ene~ts strength, location, dispoSition and Situation, 

prior to the operation was sketchy, it was asoertained that the only 

oonfirmed unit operating in the objeotive area was the Q17 Local Foroe 

Comrany, with a strength of 60-70 men vioinity DONG 1"'RUOC(1) (za 1653). 

Unoonfirmed units that were believed to be in the Area of operations 

included the 10' Main Foroe Bn, operating in the vioinity of (ze 1150), 

end the H-31 looal Foroe Company operating in the vioini ty of 

(£Q 1654) J strength also unknown. During the operation the Distriot 

Ohief of HIEU Due Distriot reported that two oompanies of the 321st 

VC Battalion were operating in the vicinity ot (ze 1755) and (ze 185}). 

The enemy was found to be well orgentseell and entrenohed in heavily 

fortified positions. Heavy reeietanoe was meet on D+1 in BGOO ' 

KINH(1) and (2). The enemy's weapons inoluded small arm~ automatio 

weapons and 60tmn mortars. It is believed the majority of the va with­

drew to the mountains to the oorth and south of the operations area, 

leaving behind small pIt size units to oover their withdrawal. The 

hamlets provided exoellent cover and ooncealment, were heavily entrenohed 

and had a net work of obstacles oonsisting of booby traps and barbed 

wire. The VU GI~ river valley runs E-W and was bordered on the north 

and south by high ground rising to 750 meters on the north and 1000 

meters on the south. The roountains were oovered with a. primary and 

secondary growth prohibiting rapid movement. Avenues of approaoh into 

the area were the VU GIA River Valley from the east and 1Iest, the YJING 

River Valley, whioh enters. the a:rea from Happy Valley, and numerous 

draws entering into the area t1'01ZI the high ground on the north and 

south. The weather during the operation was hOt and humid with tempera­

tures up to 1050 during the da\Y to 750 at night with oocasional " 

thunderstorms at night. ~sy War Leaflets were dropped in the operation 

area without muoh suocess. This is believed to be beoause of the 

fear of .American troops by the populaoe. Thi8' wa.s most evident in 

the outlying hamlets where, even towards the end of the operation, the 

people still Showed fear and oonoern at Amerioan troops in the area. 

8. MISSION. 1st Bn, 3d Mar concluot8 searoh and destroy operations 

in the THUONG DOOR TAN area to support the ini tisl installation ot 
eI:OO o amp , and provides mine clearing and eeouri ty for USA Speoial 

Foroes as re~ired. 
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Quantity of artillery support, both in terms of tubes and emmi-

nition, was sufficient. Artillery fires were used for illumination,

preparatory fires for ground assault, harassing and interdiction of

known and suspected avenues of approach, assembly areas, harboring sites,

and observed fires on enemy troops and installations. Artillery fires

were very effective, particularly when used to prepare enemy positions

for ground assault. Illumination missions were effective, but in many

cases were not fired as promptly as expected. Organic 81mm mortar

illumination missions were fired to overcome this time lag.

7. INTELLIGENCE. Though information received from higher echelon

concerning the enemy's strength, location, disposition and situation,

prior to the operation was sketchy, it was ascertained that the only

confirmed unit operating in the objective area was the Q17 Local Force

Company, with a strength of 60-70 men vicinity DONG PHUOC(1) (zc 1653).

Unconfirmed units that were believed to be in the area of operations

included the 103 Main Force Bn, operating in the vioinity of (zc 1150),

end the H-31 Local Force Company operating in the vicinity of

(20 1654); strength also unknown. During the operation the District

Chief of HIEU DUC District reported that two companies of the 321st

VC Battalion were operating in the vicinity of (ZC 1755) and (zc 1853).

The enemy was found to be well organised and entrenched in heavily

fortified positions. Heavy resistance was meet on D+1 in NGOC

KINH(1) and (2). The enemy's weapons included small arms, automatic

weapons and 60mm mortars. It is believed the majority of the VC with-

drew to the mountains to the north and south of the operations area,

leaving behind small plt size units to cover their withdrawal. The

hamlets provided excellent cover and concealment, were heavily entrenched

and had a net work of obstacles consisting of booby traps and barbed

wire. The VU GIA river valley runs E-W and was bordered on the north

and south by high ground rising to 750 meters on the north and 1000

meters on the south. The mountains were covered with a primary and

secondary growth prohibiting rapid movement. Avenues of approach into

the area were the VU GIA River Valley from the east and west, the YANG

River Valley, which enters the area from Happy Valley, and numerous

draws entering into the area from the high ground on the north and

south. The weather during the operation was hot and humid with tempera-

tures up to 105° during the day to 75° at night with occasional

thunderstorms at night. Pay War Leaflets were dropped in the operation

area without much success. This is believed to be because of the

fear of American troops by the populace. This was most evident in

the outlying hamlets where, even towards the end of the operation, the

people still showed fear and concern at American troops in the area.

8. MISSION. 1st Bn, 3d Mar conducts search and destroy operations

in the THUONG DUCH TAN area to support the initial installation of

CIDG camp, and provides mine clearing and security for USA Special

Forces as required.
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9. CONCE[~ OF OPERATION, 1st Bn, 3d Mar(-)(Reint) oonduots helioopter 

assault or objeotive area with two rifle companies{reint) in the 

assault, one rifle oompany(reinf) initially in reserve, one 4.2 inch 

Jobrtar Battory(-)(rein.f), in direot suPlXlrt. 

(1)\ i~t L-hour on D-day one rifle oompany(reint), 1Iith one 81mm 

MOrtar Section attaohed and aooompanied by an Artillery Reoonnaissanoe 

Te~lIlt lands in LZ ALBATROSSr seizes and oocupies Objeotive 1; seleots 

artillery firing position vioinity (ZC 1445~4); seizes and defends 

bridge at (ZC 148531). 

(2) Inmediately following aerial bombardment, one rifle oompany 

(reW), with an 81m K:lrtar Seotion attllOhed, and an Engineer Squad 
in direot support, lands in LZ CONlX)R at L-hour +1 on D-day; seizea 

end oocupies' Objeotive 2, oontinuea the attaok, aeizes, oocupies and 

establiShes defensive perimeter around Objeotive ,; oonduots mine olear­

ing operationS' in Objeotive 3, prepares to support establishment of an 
operational base to aIDG tamp. 

(,) When Objeotive 1 is seoured, one 4.2 inol.l I*lrtar Battery(-) 

(reint) lands by helioopter, and provides artillery support in the 

objeotive area. 

(4) One rifle oompany(reinf) is initially held as Battalion 

Reserve, In'epared on order to assume mission of either assault oompany 

or to exploit any situation that might develop; at K-hour on D+1 lands 

in LZ ROC, oonduots searOh and destroy operations on south bank of 

SONG VU Gll to BOuthwest. 

(5) Op.eration Overlay (See Annex J~ to Enolosure (1), Operation 

Order 30}-66). 

10. EXECUTION. 

e.. l"lanniM. 

(1) 27 Mart 1st Battalion, 3d Marines received warning order 

from }d Marines. The Battalion Staff was alerted, development of 

intelligence and procurement of maps' was initiated. 

(2) At 280240H Mar, 1st Battalion, 3d Marines received Div 
OpnO 383-66 (Operation ORANGE). 

(3) 28 Marr Commanding Officer 1st Bn, 3d Marines attended 

a planning conference oonduoted by Oommanding Offioer, 3d Marines. 

Supporting and attached element oommanders were contaoted, and an 

aerial reoonnaissanoe of the objective area was made by the Battalion 

Commander and the Battalion S-3. The Oommanding Officer, 1st Bn, 3d 

Marines conducted a planning oonferenoe attended by Battalion Staff 

Offioers to provide planning guidanoe for development of plans for 

~.w;.~ .. "~E. Stafr estimates were begun. A planning schedule for 

the Operation Order was published. 
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9. CONCEIT OF OPERATION. 1st Bn, 3d Mar (-)(Reinf) conducts helicopter

assault of objective area with two rifle companies(reinf) in the

assault, one rifle company(reinf) initially in reserve, one 4.2 inch

Mortar Battery (-) (roinf), in direct support.

(1) At L-hour on D-day one rifle company (reinf), with one 81mm

Mortar Section attached and accompanied by an Artillery Reconnaissance

Team, lands in LZ ALBATROSS, seizes and occupies Objective 1; selects

artillery firing position vicinity (zc 144534); seizes and defends

bridge at (zc 148537).

(2) Immediately following aerial bombardment, one rifle company

(reinf), with an 81mm Mortar Section attached, and an Engineer Squad

in direct support, lands in LZ CONDOR at L-hour +1 on D-day; seizen

and occupies Objective 2; continues the attack, seizes, occupies and

establishes defensive perimeter around Objective 3; conducts mine clear-

ing operations in Objective 31 prepares to support establishment of an

operational base to CIDG Camp.

(3) When Objective 1 is secured, one 4.2 inch Mortar Battery((-)

(reinf) lands by helicopter, and provides artillery support in the

objective area.

(4) One rifle company(reinf) is initially held as Battalion

Reserve, prepared on order to assume mission of either assault company

or to exploit any situation that might develop; at K-hour on D+1 lands

in LZ ROC; conducts search and destroy operations on south bank of

SONG VU GIA to southwest.

(5) Operation Overlay (See Annex A to Enclosure (1), Operation

Order 303-66).

10. EXECUTION.

a. Planning,

(1) 27 Mar: 1st Battalion, 3d Marines received warning order

from 3d Marines. The Battalion Staff was alerted, development of

intelligence and procurement of maps was initiated.

(2) At 280240H Mer, 1st Battalion, 3d Marines received Div

OpnO 383-66 (Operation ORANGE).

(3) 28 Mar: Commanding Officer 1st Bn, 3d Marines attended

E planning conference conducted by Commanding Officer, 3d Marines.

Supporting and attached element commanders were contacted, and an

aerial reconnaissance of the objective area was made by the Battalion

Commander and the Battalion S-3. The Commending Officer, 1st Bn, 3d

Marines conducted a planning conference attended by Battalion Staff

Officers to provide planning guidance for development of plans for

Operation ORANGE. Staff estimates were begun. A planning schedule for

the Operation Order was published.
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(4) 291600H Mart Acord.'erenoe wae conduoted by theOommanding 

Officer, !bird MarineB'(' UtIIIoGelling CIOo1'din&till8 details. A rough draft 

of'the Operation Order wa. approved by the Conman4~ .0.£1'1001', ;d Mar. 

(5) 291800H 'Mar~ Final drart of' Oper~tionOrder was, oompleted. 

(6) The Commanding 01'fioer,. Th1rd .Marines and ,the Commanding 

Offioer, 1 st Battalion, 3d Marine. briefed. the Commanding General on 

the cono,ept of opera.tions at Third Marine Division Headquarters. The 

plan to aocomplish the assigned mission was approved as presented. 

(7) '300s00H Xara . Oommand1nB Offioer, 1st Battalion,. 3d Marines 

Company COmmanders Oompanies "B" and "D", 1 at. Ba.1;t~ion, ;d IYJarines and 

Company "D", 1st Battalion, 1st Marines oonduoted an' aerial reoonnaissance 

of proposed landing zones in the objeotive area. 

(6) ,01000H Mart Capt RAWIN' from 2d~, 3d Marines arrived 

to f'ainlliarise himself with position!!! he was soheduled to oocupy for 

reoonstitution of the MLR. 

(9) ,012'000 Har. A conf'erence wsehold by the 1st Bn, 3d 

Marines S-3 with representativos of tho USA Special Foroes. 

(10) ;OHOCH Marl .Ii: conferenoe at 3d Marine~ Air Wing Head­

~arters to detormine aireupport requirements to support the soheme 

of maneuver was attended'~ the Battalion Commander and his Staff. 

(11) }0180OH Mara 1st Battalion, 3d Marines Op.no 303-66 

(Operation ORANGE) was publie-hed. ' . .. 

(12) 310830H Mart A i'inal detailed briefing was oonduoted 

by the Battalion Commander and his Steft' for oompany oommanders '. of the 

battalion and all reinforoing and supporting unite. . 

(13) 0 Co, 1st Bn, 4th Mar arrivod at }11330 to re-oonstitute 

MLR po si tiona vacatod by Oompani es ":au and liD". 

(14) 311500H Mar. i~ ttaohed units joined tho Battalion, 00' e 

"Bit and tiD" bi vouaoed a.t 1/3 Cl'. 

b. OpterationEf'e 

010645H - 020100H 

(1) 010645H i~pl' - liD" Company 1st Bn, 1st' Marines lifted off 

from LZ TURKEY, 1st Bnt 3d Mar O1l', landing at LZ .u.BATROSS at 0107100 

April and securing ObjcotiveH1 at 010745H. 
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(4) 291600H Mart A conference was conducted by the Commanding

Officer, Third Marinesi discussing coordinating details. A rough draft

of the Operation Order was approved by the Commanding Officer, 3d Mar.

(5) 291800H Mart Final draft of Operation Order was completed.

(6) The Commanding Officer, Third Marines and the Commanding

Officer, 1st Battalion, 3d Marines briefed the Commanding General on

the concept of operations at Third Marine Division Headquarters. The

plan to accomplish the assigned mission was approved as presented.

(7) 300800H Mar: Commanding Officer, 1st Battalion, 3d Marines

Company Commanders Companies "B" and "D", 1st Battalion, 3d Marines and

Company "D", 1st Battalion, 1st Marines conducted an aerial reconnaissance

of proposed landing zones in the objective area.

(8) 301000H Mar: Capt HARDIN from 2d Bn, 3d Marines arrived

to familiarize himself with positions he was scheduled to occupy for

reconstitution of the MLR.

(9) 3012OOH Mart A conference was held by the 1st Bn, 3d

Marines S-3 with representatives of the USA Special Forces.

(10) 301300H Mar: 4 conference at 3d Marine Air Wing Head-

quarters to determine air support requirements to support the scheme

of maneuver was attended by the Battalion Commander and his Staff.

301800H Mari 1st Battalion, 3d Marines OpnO 303-66
(11)

(Operation ORANGE) was published.

(12) 31083OH Mart A final detailed briefing was conducted

by the Battalion Commander and his Staff for company commanders of the

battalion and all reinforcing and supporting units.

(13) C Co, 1st Bn, 4th Mar arrived at 311330 to re-constitute

MLR positions vacated by Companies "B" and "D".

(14) 311500H Mart Attached units joined the Battalion, Co's

BB and "D" bivouaced at 1/3 CP.

b. Operations.

010645H 020700H

(1) 010645H Apr - "D" Company 1st Bn, 1st Marines lifted off

from LZ TURKEY, 1st Bn, 3d Mar CI, landing at LZ ALBATROSS at 010710H

April and securing Objective #1 at 010745H.
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. (2) At 01080411 ..... - Following an air strike preparation.ot . 

tho l&t 00 "UI., "st Dn, ,d :Mi.t-~·:J.ancl6d 1n raCVI.DUI ... and *'wd Oll' • 

Ob~e<J'i;ift " cmOO\lD'"Z'~·6 ... VO, at lIhom I vera ld.llod b7 ground fUo,w 

and 4 117. aD. Lantlin8' bY.JJ6S Oct, ....,., and W i-(.), 1at nn, 12th. fler, 

p::oooode~ on BObedulo. ·i.!W'" Bt*'" tIrmoUlloe;d ~ad1nes8.~to .!irel'8&iBtre.tion 

a.t 010930L 
(,) 0111,00 - D-1-3 reported establisbment ot airfield security, 

and deliberate ewaps tor mines wore conducted without result • 
.. 

(4) 011900H - All unitsestabliahed in night defensive 

positions. All objeotives 80heduled for »-day had been s80ured against 

light en~ resistanoe. .A. total of 6 VC were ru, of whom 4 were ICBA; 

1 USMC WIAwas· incurred. There wa.. no enemy oontaot during the night. 

02:)700H - O'01OOH 

(1 ) 03)75OB - Company liB" (rein!') landed following air strike 

preparation of LZ ROC, encountering light resistanoe and sporadio small 

arms fire. Ene~ resistance stiffened as Co B advanoed on NGOC KINH(2), 

after hav:l~ passed throUBh TAM HIEP without enemy oontact. (See en­

olosure (.,), Chronology of events, Co "Btl major engagement with enellliY 

2-3 J~pril 1966). 

(2) 020800H - The 1st Plat of D-1-1 moved Bouth of the SONG 

VU GIA to blooking positions at DONG PHUOC(2) (ZO 157530). A searoh 

end destroy operation in 'CHAN SON (ZC 148548) was also conduoted by 

D-1-1(.) after sporadio sniper tire trom that village was reoeived by 

D-1-3 and »-1-1 post tione and by AO airoraft in the area. 

(;) 020118H - .o...1~ moved the 3d P'lt to blooking positions 

vioinity TINH DONG TAY'(ZC 175547), and received spqradio snit>er trom 
vioinity (ZC 111548). 1st ~lt remained on Hill 100 (ZC 151562}J a 

squad searched the area napalmed on D-day. The Ol) was looated vio 

(ZO 155555). 

(4) 021437H - The remainder of D-1-1 wae lifted by helioopter 

to join the ~d l"l t blocldng to the south of the SONG VU GlA, vioini ty 

(ZO 1575'0), and was directed' to attaok to the northeast and make 

pr·:9'&icsJ. O\>ntaot with B-1";. The company enoountered 20-30 VO vio • 

. (ZO 169530) and engaged them, resulting in 1 VO KIA, 1 VO WIi~, 1 ves, 
1 Springfield Rifle oaptured. 

(5) 021400H - J)..1~ in contaot with approximately 10 VO 

vioinity (ZC 140558) TAl SON hamlet. 

(6) 021456H - CO, 3d Mar oalled for the reserve Oomp~ frot!!. 

,". to bo OO'JII:D1t-te4 to Operation ORANGE, to be landed on the air strip 

and initially assume seourity mission for the airfield and then to 

blook DONG PHUOC(1) from the north bank of the SONG VU GlA. 
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(2) At 010804H Sign - Following an air strike preparation. of

the LZ, Co 1st In, 3d MafThandod in LS: CONDOR, and moved on
1

Objective #2 encountering 6-VO, of whom 2 were killed by ground firo,

and 4 by air. Landing by H&S Co, 13, and W Btry(-), 1at In, 12th Mer,

proceeded on schedule. inwa Btry announced roadiness to fire registration

at 010930H.
(3) 01113CH - D-1- reported establishment of airfield security,

and deliberate sweeps for mines were conducted without result.

(4) 011900H - All units established in night defensive

positions. All objectives scheduled for D-day had been secured against

light enemy resistance. A total of 6 VC were KIA, of whom 4 were KBA,

1 USMC WIA was incurred. There was no enemy contact during the night.

020700H 030700H

(1) 020750H - Company B"(reinf) landed following air strike

preparation of LZ ROC, encountering light resistance and sporadic small

arms fire. Enemy resistance stiffened as Co B advanced on NGOC KINH(2),

after having passed through TAM HIEP without enemy contact. (See en-

closure (3), Chronology of events, Co "B" major engagement with enemy

2-3 April 1966).

(2) 0208OOH - The 1st Plat of D-1-1 moved south of the SONG

VU GIA to blocking positions at DONG PHUOC(2) (ZC 157530). A search

and destroy operation in CHAN SON (zc 148548) was also conducted by

D-1-1 (-) after sporadic sniper fire from that village was received by

D-1-3 and D-1-1 positions and by AO aircraft in the area.

(3) 020718H - D-1-3 moved the 3d Plt to blooking positions

vicinity TINH DONG TAY (zc 175547), and received sporadic sniper from

vicinity (zc 171548). 1st Plt remained on Hill 200 (zc 157562); a

squad searched the area napalmed on D-day. The CP was located vio

(ZC 155555).

(4) 021437H - The remainder of D-1-1 was lifted by helicopter

to join the 3d Plt blocking to the south of the SONG VU GIA, vicinity

(zc 157530), and was directed to attack to the northeast and make

physical contact with B-1-3. The company encountered 20-30 VC vic.

(ZC 169530) and engaged them, resulting in 1 VC KIA, 1 VC WIA, 1 VCS,

1 Springfield Rifle captured.

(5) 021400H - D-1-3 in contact with approximately 10 VC

vicinity (zc 140558) TAI SON hamlet.

(6) 021456H - CO, 3d Mar called for the reserve Company from

3/3 to be committed to Operation ORANGE, to be landed on the air strip

and initially assume security mission for the airfield and then to

block DONG PHUOC (1) from the north bank of the SONG VU GIA.
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(7) oZ1641H - The 3d };""lat of D-1.-3 was lifted to LZ ROC to 

reinforoe :B Co. "' 

(8) 021720H - Co I, ,d lln, 3d Mar landed- at the airstrip, 

established a Cl" at (ZC 16154;) and established blooking pos~tions" on 

north bank ot the SONG VU GUt ])..1-1 oocupied Widely ~epa,rated blook ... 

ine positions at DONG I"HUOC(2), l"HUOC LAM, 'and LA1' TRUAN, B-1-; front 

lines oocupied a blook at the northern end of'~ 'lHUAN and the 3d l'lt 

of D-1-3 blooked (ZC 204549) to (ZC 208544).' , ' 

(9) 021e~07o()J{ - Ambushes were oonduoted by: ell ~its to 

maintain oontrol over the objeotive area. .iatrols frolli"2d rlat B-1~ 

attempted to reoover bodies of USMC KIA during attack on NGOO KINH(2), 
but were repulsed by mortar ,and m fire. A helioopter dis.abled at 

(ZC 193537) exploded and burned at 030440H, resulting in oneUSMO KIA 

and 2 WIA. (See 'enol (,». "_. "' 
030700H - 040100H 

(1) 03072211 - Artillery commenoed preparatory fires on roNG 

~HUOC(1 ). 

(2) 030750H - Airlift and airdrop of supplies to Speoi!'~ Foroes 

Cl"JllP delayed until situation stabilized. 

(,) 030904H - Two additional 105m howitzers from .A-1-11 

were inserted. 

(4) 031025H -With a platoon of D-1-1 providing LZ seourity, 

L-3-3 was heli-lifted to the south bank of the SOlm vu aIA vioini ty 

DONG ~HUOC(2), oompleting the movement at 03105OH. 

(5) 0311;OH - 2'd :rlt B-1-;, assisted by 3d :t'lt D-1~, a.ttemptod 

to reoover bodies of 7 Marines KIA in tho BOt.il'lJl of 2 l~pril still lying 

at the edge of the ene~ fortified positions in NGOC KINH(2), but were 

again repulsed by heavy automatio weapons fire ~d 60rnm mortar fire. 

(6) 031250H - kfter an artillery preparation lasting most of 

the morning, an air strike was oonduoted on DONG l)HUOC at 1250. 

(7) 0;13200 - 1-3-3 atte.oked JX)NG ,1iUOC(1), meeting no resis .. 

trolOS and oompleting searoh and destroy operation through tle village 

e.t 0;1537H. One ChiCom grenade was osprrured, a booby tre.pped gate and 

5 tunnels were destroyed, and :five VCS were oaptured. 

(e) O;1;24H - Co "II', 3d Bn, 3d Mar oommenoed landing in LZ 

[l.LB1l.TROSS with the last elements of the Company arriving at 131615H. 

(9) 031512H - ldr strike oonduoted on NGOC KINH(2). Artillery 

prep fires wer' fired on LAr THUliN. 
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(7) 021641H - The 3d Plat of D-1-3 was lifted to LZ ROC to

reinforce B Co.

(8) 021720H - Co I, 3d Bn, 3d Mar landed at the airstrip,

established a CP at (zc 161543) and established blooking positions on

north bank of the SONG VU GIA. D-1-1 occupied widely separated blook-

ing positions at DONG PHUOC(2), PHUOC LAM, and LAP THUAN, B-1-3 front

lines occupied a block at the northern end of LAP THUAN and the 3d Plt

of D-1-3 blooked (zc 204549) to (zc 208544).

(9) 021800-030700H
- Ambushes were conducted by all units to

maintain control over the objective area. Patrols from 2d Plat B-1-3

attempted to recover bodies of USMC KIA during attack on NGOC KINH(2),

but were repulsed by mortar and MG fire. A helicopter disabled at

(zc 193537) exploded and burned at 03044OH, resulting in one USMC KIA

and 2 WIA. (See encl (3)).

030700H - 040700H

(1) 030722H - Artillery commenced preparatory fires on DONG

PHUOC(1).

(2) 030730H - Airlift and airdrop of supplies to Special Forces

Camp delayed until situation stabilized.

(3) 030904H - Two additional 105mm howitzers from A-1-11

were inserted.

(4) 031025H - With a platoon of D-1-1 providing LZ security,

I-3-3 was heli-lifted to the south bank of the SONG VU GIA vicinity

DONG PHUOC (2), completing the movement at 031050H.

(5) 031130H - 2d Plt B-1-3, assisted by 3d Plt D-1-3, attempted

to recover bodies of 7 Marines KIA in the action of 2 April still lying

at the edge of the enemy fortified positions in NGOC KINH((2), but were

again repulsed by heavy automatic weapons fire and 60mm mortar fire.

(6) 03125OH - After an artillery preparation lasting most of

the morning, an air strike was conducted on DONG PHUOC at 1250.

(7) 031320H - I-3-3 attacked DONG PHUOC (1), meeting no resis-

tance and completing search and destroy operation through the village

at 031537H. One ChiCom grenade was oaptured, a booby trapped gate and

5 tunnels were destroyed, and five VCS were captured.

(8) 031324H - Co "L", 3d Bn, 3d Mar commenced landing in LZ

ALBATROSS with the last elements of the Company arriving at 131615H.

(9) 031512H - Air strike conducted on NGOC KINH(2). Artillery

prep fires were fired on LAP THUAN.
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(10) 031723H - D-1-1 coJ!lllanoed attack on NOOO KINH(2), B-1-~ 

oommenoed attaOk on TAM BIEr. 

( 

(11) 03193011 - ])..1 .. 1 oompleted at.taok on NGOO KINH(2.) meeting 

no resistanoe. TAM RIEl' hamlet secured by 3d Plt D-1-3. Bodies of 7 
USMC KIA trom B"1~ aotion of 2 April were reoovered and evacua.ted. 

(12) O,2010R - X~.., engaged undetermined number of va in 

DONG :PHUOC(1). reoeiving ,:, rifle grenades, loG fire, and 81mm morte:t' 

tire. inam1 tire was suppressed by intense small arms tire. I-3~ 

Bustained 10 WIA (evao) ot whom 2 'WIlt and 6 WIll. (non-eva.o). 

(13) 031800-<>40700 - All units oonducted intensive ambush 

aotivities. Flare ship illuminated objective area oontinuously through­

out the night. Sporadio sniper tire reoeived by D-1~ was the only 

oontaot from 032010R to 04070OH. 

040700H - 050700H 

(1) 040710H - Arc light mission oonducted to NE of the 

objeotive area. 

(2) 040743H - B-1-; oonducted search and destroy operation 

in NOOC mH(1) and LA1' '!WAN (ZO 180537). 1>-1-3 oonduoted searoh and 

destroy in TAI SON (ZC 14(558) and blooked along the north of the 

SONG VU GIA. ~-3 oonduoted searoh a.nd destroy along the south bank 

of the SONG OON. »-1-1 conduoted search and destroy in NGOO KINH(2). 

Scattered oontaots oo~rred between small groups of VC and USMC units. 

Numerous tunnels, oaveF1, and fortifioations were destroyed and rice 

oaches were looated for evacuation. Air strikes were conduoted on 

fortifioations vioinit,y (ZC 109565) at 041315H. Artillery supported 

1-3-3 searoh and destroy operations alo~ the south bank of the SONG 

CON, in the hamlets of HUONG rIiUOC BAC(1), (2), and (:5). 

(,,) 041850B - An air strike was oonduoted on Hi. NHJl(;) to 

suppress enemy small arms fire, and en air strike on fortifications in 

DONG I'HUOC(1) was oonduoted at 041935H. 

(4)' 041507H - 1st Plt, D-1-3 atteJll!'ted to looate a truck 

air dropped by aooident Vicinity (ZC 205565). The patrol was unable 

to looate tho truok prior to darkness and established 8 platoon base 

vioini ty (ZC 210553). Ooutaot with VC enroute resulted in '} va Xli., 

£11 units again conduoted intensive ambush; aotivities throughout the 

objeotive eres during hours of darkness. 

(5) . 050745H - Jm artillery mission to. support an attE'.ok by 

I.3-; on HOANG rnuoc :Bi~C(2) was fired. 

(6) Q50810H - B-1-3 oommenoed heli-lift from LZ southeast of 

TJlM HIm" to vicinity 1/3 01', oompleted the lift at 0508~OH, then moved 

to the west through ~~, and established their 01' vioinity (ZC 096564) • 

....... ····.·'.'41 ... 
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(10) 031723H - D-1-1 commenced attack on NGOC KINH (2), B-1-3

commenced attack on TAM HIEP.

(11) 03193CH - D-1-1 completed attack on NGOC KINH(2) meeting

no resistance. TAM HIEP hamlet secured by 3d Plt D-1-3. Bodies of 7

USMC KIA from B-1-3 action of 2 April were recovered and evacuated.

(12) 032010H - I-3-3 engaged undetermined number of VC in

DONG PHUOC(1), receiving 3 rifle grenades, MG fire, and 81mm morter

fire. Enemy fire was suppressed by intense small arms fire. I-3-3

sustained 10 WIA (evao) of whom 2 DOW, and 6 WIA (non-evac).

(13) 031800-040700 - All units conducted intensive ambush

activities. Flare ship illuminated objective area continuously through-

out the night. Sporadic sniper fire received by D-1-3 was the only

contact from 032010H to 040700H.

040700H 050700H

(1) 040710H - Arc light mission conducted to NE of the

objective area.

(2) 040743H - B-1-3 conducted search and destroy operation

in NGOC KINH (1) and LAP THUAN (ZC 180537). D-1-3 conducted search and

destroy in TAI SON (zc 140558) and blooked along the north of the

SONG VU GIA. L-3-3 conducted search and destroy along the south bank

of the SONG CON. D-1-1 conducted search and destroy in NGOC KINH (2).

Scattered contacts occurred between small groups of VC and USMC units.

Numerous tunnels, caves, and fortifications were destroyed and rice

caches were located for evacuation. Air strikes were conducted on

fortifications vicinity (ZC 109565) at 041315H. Artillery supported

L-3-3 search and destroy operations along the south bank of the SONG

CON, in the hamlets of HUONG PHUOC BAC(1), (2), and (3).

041850H - An air strike was conducted on HA NHA(3) to
(3)

suppress enemy small arms fire, and an air strike on fortifications in

DONG PHUOC (1) was conducted at 041935H.

(4) 041507H - 1st Plt, D-1-3 attempted to locate a truck

air dropped by accident vicinity (ZC 205565). The patrol was unable

to locate the truck prior to darkness and established 8 platoon base

vicinity (zc 210553). Contact with VC enroute resulted in 5 VC KI4.

All units again conducted intensive ambush activities throughout the

objective area during hours of darkness.

(5) 050745H - An artillery mission to support an attack by

L-3-3 on HOANG PHUOC BAC(2) was fired.

(6) 050810H - B-1-3 commenced heli-lift from LZ southeast of

TAM HIEI to vicinity 1/3 CI, completed the lift at 05084OH, then moved

to the west through L33, and established their CP vicinity (ZC 096564).
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(7) 05082211 - 1st l"lt D-1.., reached truck acoidentally dropped 
vioini ty (ZO 2(5566). The truok had been stripped of its oOlIlDlWlioations 
equipment and tires. The platoon detected approxlaately15 Vo moving 
to a oave north of the:S.r post t10n and oalled1n two air strikes on the 
cave resulting in a seoondary, explosion. The platoon remained at the 
truok awaiting deoision on eslvage attempt. D-1-t oontinued searoh and 
destroy in NGOO KINH(2) oommenc1n8 05~'OH and Lt~ WAN at 051200H. 
B-1-? oonduoted searoh and destroy in THAN DAI(1) and "(2), supported 
by IIIlr strike on enemy .forti.fications. 1-3 -3 conduoted, searoh and 
dest.coy in HOlING PHUOO BAO(1) end (2), with one platoon blooking .for 
B-1-3 operations to the west from (z.o 115555). I~-' continued search 
and destroy operations in DONG PHUOC(2), destroying many tunnels, oaves 
and bunkers'. . " 

(8) 0523300 - Two squads from D-1-1 in amblsh positions were 
in oontaot With VO. One squad engaged a group of 5 VO approaohing 
thoir position with small arms, and requested illumination. When 
illumination began another group of ,0-40 VO were observed vioinity 
(ZO 186526). An artillery fire mission was called on this target with 
exoellent target ooverage. At the same time another'S'quad in an ambush 
position nearby sighted, armed VO and opened Are on them. H&I missions 
were fired throughout the remainder of the night in the area where the 
large group of VO were engaged. AU units continued ambush activities 
throughout the night with no other oontacts repOrted. 

060700H - 070700H 

( 1 ) 060705H - 1st Plat D-1-3 instructed to des troy truok they 
had been guarding and return to itheir C? 

(2) 060a'9H - 1~ phVSicel searoh of the area where artillery 
was oalled on 30-40 VO by D-1-1 ambush at 052330H revealed blood 
soaked bandages, articles of uniform olothing, 1 wooden m training 
devioe, documents and medioal supplies. 

(~.) 060715H - J,. booby trap, believed to have been a 105mn 
shell rigged" th trip' wire, was' detonated bye, member o.f 2d Plat- D.1~ 
in TAl SON hamlet, vioinity (ZC 143557) resulting in 1 USMC 1W~ and 1 
WIJ.. One vca neeing the area was killed. 

(4) An at» drop' at the airfield overshot the target, lending 
in the market plaoe of HA TAN, vioini ty (ZO 1495'7), killing 1 VN 
oivilian and injuring approximately 15. 
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050822H - 1st Plt D-1 reached truck accidentally dropped(7)
vicinity (zc 205566). The truck had been stripped of its communications

equipment and tires. The platoon detected approximately 15 VC moving
to a cave north of their position and called in two air strikes on the

oave resulting in a secondary explosion. The platoon remained at the

truck awaiting decision on salvage attempt. D-1-1 continued search and

destroy in NGOC KINH(2) commencing 050830H and LAP THUAN at 051200H.

B-1-3 conducted search and destroy in THAN DAI(1) and (2), supported
by air strike on enemy fortifications. L-3-3 conducted search and

destroy in HOANG PHUOC BAO(1) and (2), with one platoon blooking for

B-1-3 operations to the west from (zc 115555). I-3- continued search
and destroy operations in DONG PHUCC(2), destroying many tunnels, caves

and bunkers.

(8) 052330H - Two squads from D-1-1 in ambush positions were
in contact with VC. One squad engaged a group of 5 VC approaching
their position with small arms, and requested illumination. When

illumination began another group of 30-40 VG were observed vioinity

(zo 186526). An artillery fire mission was called on this target with

excellent target coverage. At the same time another squad in an ambush

position nearby sighted 3 armed VC and opened fire on them. H&I missions

were fired throughout the remainder of the night in the area where the

large group of VC were engaged. All units continued ambush activities

throughout the night with no other contacts reported.

060700H - 070700H

(1) 060705H - 1st Plat D-1-3 instructed to destroy truck they
had been guarding and return to their CP.

(2) 060839H - A physical search of the area where artillery
was called on 30-40 VC by D-1-1 ambush at 052330H revealed blood
soaked bandages, articles of uniform olothing, 1 wooden MG training

device, documents and medical supplies.

060715H - h booby trap, believed to have been a 105mm(3)
shell rigged with trip wire, was detonated by a member of 2d Plat D-1-3

in TAI SON hamlet, vicinity (ZC 143557) resulting in 1 USMC KIA and 1

WI. One VCS fleeing the area was killed.

(4) An air drop at the airfield overshot the target, landing
in the market place of HA TAN, vicinity (zc 149537), killing 1 VN
civilian and injuring approximately 15.

11

UNCLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

OONFIDENTIJ~L 

(5)' 060700.o6180011..: B-1~ oonduoted searoh and destroy 

operations to the east eJ.ong the south b~ of the SONG CON, supported 

.by artillery and air .str~ea on fortified areas. L-3-3 oonducted 

searoh and. destroy operations to tle 1iest" along tho south ~ank of the 

SONG CON. D-1-1 oonduoted searoh and destroy operations in ~ PHUOO 

~) THU.b.N oomplex. D-1-3 conduoted see.roh and destroy operations 

in TAl SON' (ZO 140559) and in the high ground north of OHAN SiIN 

(ZO 166555). I~-3 oonduoted another searoh and destroy operation in 

DONG PHUOO(1). inelIG" oontaots were' light, only sporadio Emiper rire 

was enoomtered. All units eeta'blished night defensive positions and 

oonduoted intensive ambUs)l activities. At 0619000, 5 VO war,e engaged 

by D-1-1, end one VO 'WIA wag captured. At 06Z100, a sguad Utbash from 

~-? Emgeged a small group of VO vioinity (ZO 1675,6J. two bodies 

were disoovared at d~break. No weapons were reoovered. 

070700H -08070OH 

(1) 0707200 - D-1-3 conduoted search and destroy mission 'I'INH 

DONG TAY/'DUC DONG hamlets. 1-3-3 blooked with one plat on the south 

bank of the SONG VU GIA (ZC 173542). D-1-1oonducted searoh and de­

stroy in foothills south of LAP THU/Ji. 

(2) 0709100 - 1>-1-1 took 7 VO under mortar fire, killing 2 and 

oapturing 2. Combat packs but no weapons were recovered. One prisoner 

ha.d Geneva Oonvention Card belonging to member of B-1-3, tilled 2 j;.pr; 

in his possession. Several VO harboring sitee and a possible VO 

training oamp were a.lso disoovered. 1~-3 oonduoted searoh and destroy 

operations in HUONG rHUOO BAC(1) and (2'). B-1-3 oonduoted search end 

destroy operations in THJJnI DAI(1) and (2), and bagged rioe for evacuation 

from a oache disoovered at (ZC 099559). All units oonduoted night 

ambush aotivities with no enem;y contact. 

080700H - 090700H 

~-, oonduoted .aroh and destroy operations vioini ty CHAN SOH 

(ZC 148548) and l)HOUNG BAC(1). D-1-1 oonduoted searoh and destroy 

operations in TAM HIn~, reoeiving sporadio ene~ sniper fire. D-1-.? 

oonduoted eearoh and destroy operationS' in DUC TAY, vioinity (ZC 165546) 

and CHAN SON (2)' vioini ty (ZO 165552). 1-3 ~ o~nduoted searoh and de­

stroy operations in l"HUOO Lt~ and JX)NG I'HUOO(1), ais'Oovaring a booby 

tra.pped 250 lb. bomb at (ZC 170531) BIt 081247H. Retraotion of L..3-; 

from ine operation area began a.t 081512H, lift was- oompleted 081512H. 

D-1-3 assumed responsibility for defense of HST and "Wit Btry. B-1"; 

engaged apprOximately 15 VO with small arms and mortar fi.re at (ZC 

126564) with unknown results. All units oonduoted night ambush 

e.otivitieB". j~t 082345 »-1-1 reooived ; rifle grenades (ZO 190540). 

'!'wo WIA were sustained. Small arms f'ire was direoted at suspeoted 

souroe of en~ f'ire. kt 090630 D-1-1 reoeived snipor fire from 4-5 
VO vioinity (zo 190549). An ~tillery mission suppressed the enemy 

fire. 
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(5) 060700-061800H - B-1-3 conducted search and destroy

operations to the east along the south bank of the SONG CON, supported

by artillery and air strikes on fortified areas. L-3-3 conducted

search and destroy operations to the west along the south Lank of the

SONG CON. D-1-1 conducted search and destroy operations in the PHUOC

LAM/LAP THUAN complex. D-1-3 conducted search and destroy operations

in TAI SON (zc 140559) and in the high ground north of CHAN SAN

(ZC 166555). I-3-3 conducted another search and destroy operation in

DONG PHUOC(1). Enemy contacts were light; only sporadic sniper fire

was encountered. All units established night defensivo positions and

conducted intensive ambush activities. At 061900H, 5 VC were engaged

by D-1-1, and one VC WIA was captured. At 062100, a squad ambash from

I-3-3 engaged a small group of VC vicinity (zc 167536), two bodies

were discovered at daybreak. No weapons were recovered.

070700H 080700H

(1) 070720H - D-1-3 conducted search and destroy mission TINH

DONG TAY/DUC DONG hamlets. I-3-3 blocked with one plat on the south

bank of the SONG VU GIA (zc 173542). D-1-1 conducted search and de-

stroy in foothills south of LAP THUAN.

070910H - D-1-1 took 7 VC under mortar fire, killing 2 and
(2)

capturing 2. Combat packs but no weapons were recovered. One prisoner

had Geneva Convention Card belonging to member of B-1-3, killed 2 Apr,

in his possession. Several VC harboring sites and a possible VC

training camp were also discovered. I-3-3 conducted search and destroy

operations in HUONG PHUOC BAC(1) and (2). B-1-3 conducted search and

destroy operations in THANH DAI (1) and (2), and bagged rice for evacuation

from a cache discovered at (zc 099559). All units conducted night

ambush activities with no enemy contact.

080700H - 090700H

L3-3 conducted march and destroy operations vicinity CHAN SON

(20 148548) and PHOUNG BAC(1). D-1-1 conducted search and destroy

operations in TAM HIEP, receiving sporadic enemy sniper fire. D-1-3

conducted search and destroy operations in DUC TAY, vicinity (zc 165546)

and CHAN SON (2) vicinity (zc 165552). I-3-3 conducted search and de-

stroy operations in PHUOC LAM and DONG PHUOC(1), discovering a booby

trapped 250 lb. bomb at (zc 170531) at 081247H. Retraction of L-3-3

from the operation area began at 081512H lift was completed 081512H.

D-1-3 assumed responsibility for defense of HST and "W" Btry. B-1-3

approximately 15 VC with small arms and mortar fire at (zo
engaged ambush
126564) with unknown results. All units conducted night

activities. ht 082345 D-1-1 received 3 rifle grenades (zc 190540).

Two WIA were sustained. Small arms fire was directed at suspected

source of enemy fire. lit 090630 D-1-1 received sniper fire from 4-5

VC vicinity (ZC 190549). An artillery mission suppressed the enemy

fire.
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090700H - 100700H 

n.1-1 conducted searoh and destroy operations in L&' '.IEUJIN 

and I'HUOC LAM. D-1-} conduoted see.roh and destroy operations in DUO 

Ti~Y. B-1-} oonduotedf:Barch a.nd destroy operations in HOANG PRUOe BAO 

(2)', foothills and drawe vioinity (ZC 1035,0). I'-'-3 oonduoted ~aroh 

and destroy operations vicinity (ZC 140520). A Btr,r(-), 1-11, and their 

amno supply were extraoted, oompleting their lift at 09114OH. ~.., 

was extraoted 4'om area, oommenoing their lift at 09152}H and com­

pleting it at 091610R. D-1-1, furnishing LZ security for I";-3 lift, 

reoeived 6 rounds 60mm mortar f ire while oooupying positions at 

(ZC 1645'7), sustaining 2 WlA. kn artillery mission oalled on the 

___ toil source at (ZC 160527) suppressed the enemy mortar !ire. illl 

units conduoted ambueh;sotivitieS' from night positions' w'ithout enemy 

oontact. 

100700H - 110700H 

"W" Btry oommenoed lift off at 100725. D-1-1 orossed the SONG 

VU GIJ~ in small ~oups in native boa.ts oommenoing at about 1010300, with 

n.1-3 furnishing oover. At 1010}4H, lift of 4.2 JOOrtare was completed, 

rl th amno and personnel lifts oontinuing. At 101056H, D-1-1 waS' 

direoted to JOOve to vioinity of B-1~ OP, (ZC 127549). One plat of 

D-1-1 remained at 1/' C~ as a reserve/security foroe. D-1-~ remained 

in position vioinity (ZC 155549), with one ~lat providing HST and 

Howtar Btry- security, and one squad on Hill 200 (ZO 156564). At 101200 

the lift of the 4.2 )brtar Btry(~ waS' oompleted, HST 11ft oontinued 

using fixed wing and helioopters. At 101510H, extraotion of B Oompany 

oommenoed, being oompleted at 10163OH, followed by extraotion of about 

5Cffo of 11&S Company and Battalion Command Group. Ambush aotivity oon­

duoted throughout the night resulted in no enemy oontaot. 

110700H - 121655H 

J.t 110745H, lift to complete extraction of HST oommenced. 1.t 

110650H an Army Oaribou airoraft partioipating in this lift orashed on 

take-off into tle SONG YO GlI~ (ZC 160540). No oasualties were oaused 

by the orash. At 111045H, the s~uad trom ll-1-3 on Hill 200 wes ex­

traoted. J.t 111130H extraotion of the Howtar Btry oomnenoed. J.t 

111147H and at 1112300, airsbr1kes were oonduoted in support of Speoiel 

Foroes vioinity (ZC 167529). At 111300H, extraotion of the Howtar 

Btry was oompleted, followed byectraotion ot D-1-1, D-1-;, and the re­

mainder of H&S Company and the Battalion Command Group. At 111855H, 

all troape and material had been extraoted tram the area and Operation 

ORJillGE was' deolared eeoured. 
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090700H - 100700H

D-1-1 conducted search and destroy operations in LAP THUAN

and PHUOC LAM. D-1-3 conducted search and destroy operations in DUC

TAY. B-1-3 conducted march and destroy operations in HOANG PHUOC BAC

(2), foothills and draws vicinity (zc 103550). I-3-3 conducted search

and destroy operations vicinity (zc 140520). A Btry (-), 1-11, and their

ammo supply were extracted, completing their lift at 091140H. L-3-3

was extraoted from area, commencing their lift at 091523H and oom-

pleting it at 091610H. D-1-1, furnishing LZ security for I-3-3 lift,

received 6 rounds 60mm mortar fire while occupying positions at

(ZC 164537), sustaining 2 WIA. In artillery mission called on the

suspected source at (ZC 160527) suppressed the enemy mortar fire. All

units conducted ambush: activities from night positions without enemy

contact.

100700H - 110700H

"W" Btry commenced lift off at 100725. D-1-1 crossed the SONG

VU GIA in small groups in native boats commencing at about 101030H, with

D-1-3 furnishing cover. At 101034H, lift of 4.2 mortars was completed,

with ammo and personnel lifts continuing. At 101056H, D-1-1 was

directed to move to vicinity of B-1-3 CP, (zc 127549). One plat of

D-1-1 remained at 1/3 CP as a reserve/security force. D-1-3 remained

in position vicinity (zc 155549), with one Plat providing HST and

Howtar Btry security, and one squad on Hill 200 (zc 156564). At 101200

the lift of the 4.2 Mortar Btry( was completed, HST lift continued

using fixed wing and helicopters. At 101510H, extraction of B Company

commenced, being completed at 101630H, followed by extraction of about

50% of H&S Company and Battalion Command Group. Ambush activity oon-

ducted throughout the night resulted in no enemy contact.

110700H - 121855H

At 110745H, lift to complete extraction of HST commenced. At

11085OH an Army Caribou aircraft participating in this lift orashed on

take-off into the SONG VU GIA (zc 160540). No casualties were caused

by the crash. At 111045H, the squad from D-1-3 on Hill 200 was ex-

tracted. At 11113OH extraction of the Howtar Btry commenced. At

111147H and at 11123OH, air strikes were conducted in support of Special

Foroes vicinity (zc 167529). At 111300H, extraction of the Howtar

Btry was completed, followed by extraction of D-1-1, D-1-3, and the re-

mainder of H&S Company and the Battalion Command Group. At 111855H,

all troope and material had been extracted from the area and Operation

ORANGE was deolared secured.

13

UNCLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTI.AL 

Communioation oapabilities during oontacts was very good. but 

reporting of aotivities being engaged in by oompanies was at times 

inoomplete and late, resulting in a lack of knowledge of events as they 

oocurred by the Ba..tta1ion Command, group'. 

The average initial range of engagements on D-d8iY' and Dt1 

was approximately 50-75 meters. During the remainder of the operation 

engagements oocured at 200-300 metete or more. B-1 ~ remained in nearly 

oontinuous- oontaot with the enel7ly on D4-1 and D+2. Average length of 

ene~ contaots experienoed Qy other units during the operation was 5 
to 15 minutes. 

11. g@WJm. 

a. En~ losses during the opera.tion were as follows' D-day 6 

KIll., Jl+.1 15 KIJ., 13 Wli~, 2 vce; :0..2 - 14 Kli; D+; - 4 XV., 5 WIl., IHr4 

10 KIA, 56 XIJ. \poss), 1 WI.A.; J>i;5 - 8 KIA, 25 m (poss), , Wll, 1 veo, 
D+6 - 4 'Ill, 3 VCC, Totals were 50 KIA (BC), 7 1m!.. (Be), 42 XIA(poss), 

;8 KB.li.(poss) 3'6 WIJ~, and 6 voc. ' 

( 1) Weapons Captured 

(e.) Rifles &: pistois' 
1 Forei6ll made 
1 Foreigrl made 
1 US make 

(2) Equipment O&ptured and/or destroyed 
1 Building in harbor site 
2 Boxes med supplies 
6nok of BAR magazines 
Barbed wire 
B VO paper tlaga 
l"rop'flganda l:bouments 
1 VC uniform 
1 M-26 
1 Rice mill 
1 Eleotrioal firing devioe 
1 Wooden MG training devioe 
Doouments and Ilhotographs 
Medioal Supplies 
1 Haver8'aok 
1 ujI banner 
1 Frenoh Arm~ coat 
1 Vair gray shoulder patches w/rord~ 

Ngoo Kinh 
1 Brown uniform 
1 Gray shirt 
1 Bear trap 

~1t'I1l'I~; .Jir.i""~.,, ., J~ oards' 
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fotal '3 
ZO 193542 
to 160560 
ZO 175534 

zc 138555 
zc 194538 
to 194~45 
zo 129558 
zc 139559 

,ZO 139559 
zc 160560 
ZO 129558 
zc 1;8557 
ZC 127558 
ZC 186526 
ZC 186526 
ZC 186526 
ZC 186526 
ZC 186526 
ZO 186526 

ZO 186526 
ZC 186526 
ZC 186526 
ZC 186526 
ZC 186526 
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Communication capabilities during contacts was very good, but

reporting of activities being engaged in by companies was at times

incomplete and late, resulting in a lack of knowledge of events as they

occurred by the Battalion Command group.

The average initial range of engagements on D-day and D+1

was approximately 50-75 meters. During the remainder of the operation

engagements occured at 200-300 meters or more. B-1-3 remained in nearly

continuous contact with the enemy on D+1 and D+2. Average length of

enemy contacts experienced by other units during the operation was 5

to 15 minutes.

11. RESULTS.

a. Enemy losses during the operation were as follows: D-day 6

KIA, D+1 15 KI., 13 WIA, 2 VCC; D+2 - 14 KIA; D+3 - 4 KIA, 5 WIA, D+4

10 KIA, 56 KIA (poss), 1 WIA; D+5 - 8 KIA, 25 KIA (poss), 3 WIA, 1 VCC,

D+6 - 4 WIA, 3 VCC. Totals were 50 KIA (BC), 7 KBA (BC), 42 IA(poss),

38 KBA (poss) 36 WIA, and 6 VCC.

(1) Weapons Captured

Total 3
(a) Rifles & Pistols

ZC 1935421 Foreign made
EC 160560

1 Foreign made
ZC 1755341 US make

(2) Equipment Captured and/or destroyed
ZC 138555

1 Building in harbor site
ZC 1945382 Boxes med supplies
ZO 194545Snok of BAR magazines
ZC 129558

Barbed wire
ZC 139559

8 VC paper flags ZC 139559
Propaganda Documents

ZC 180560
1 VC uniform ZC 129558
1 M-26 ZC 138557
1 Rice mill

ZC 127558
1 Electrical firing device

ZC 186526
1 Wooden MG training device

ZC 186526Documents and Photographs
1ZC 186526

Medical Supplies ZC 186526
1 Haversack

ZC 186526
1 U/I banner

ZC 186526
1 French Army coat
1 pair gray shoulder patches w/rords

ZC 186526
Ngoo Kinh

ZC 186526
1 Brown uniform

ZC 186526
1 Gray shirt

ZC 186526
1 Bear trap ZC 186526ID cards
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1 fin assembly for rifle grenade 
1 Gas meek (field expedient). 
1 US M-14 mag pouoh 
1 Leather pouoh ~pa~rs 
Tobaooo (unk quantity) 
Medical gear 
1 M:l.ne (type unknown) 
, 3ear tr~ . 

2 Rine gran adapters 
HapIS' 
1 Roll of barbed wire 

(~) Material Oaptured 

1000 lbB' rioe 
600 lbB' rice 

4000 lbs rioe 
800 lbs rice 
,00 lbs rioe 
300 lbs rioe 
250 lbs rice ,00 lbs :!ioe 

1000 lbs rioe 
300 lbe rioe 

2000 lbs ri.06 
50 lbs eorn 

ZO 186526 
3C 186526 
3C 186526 
ZC 1'86526 
ZC,182528 
sa' 132555 
30 114536 
ZO 095558 
ZC'148548 
ZO 147548 
ZO 146548 

ZO 143549 
ZC 1OG,6C 
ZC 180558 
W 127554 
ZO 128557 
ZC 131557 
ZO 133555 
ZC 13}570 
ZO 126557 
ZO 137558 
30 167536 
ZO 126557 

(4) Seoondary explosions observed during air strikes and 

artillery fire. missions' indioated the destruotion of large quantities 

of enemy ordJumoe and explosiveS". 

b. Friendly oasual ties during the 0i>eraUon were as followsl D-day 

1 WIt. (avac), D+t1 - 15 KIA, 50 WIA (evao), 2 WIA (non-eve~); Dt2 - 2 

KIJ~, 12 WL\. (aveo), 6 WIA (non-evao) I Dt-; - 6 WIA (avao) J D+6 - ;' \-1 Ill. 

(avao); D+-7 - ; VlIA (evao); D+8 - 1 WIA (eveo). Total maual. ties -

18 KIA, 79 WIA (evec), 12 WIA (non-evao); grand total 109. !csses 

also included one M-60 maohine gun, one M-79 grenade launoher, and 

seven M-14 rifles. 

e. Engineer units attached to the 3attalion dEls·troyed ;01 tunnels, 

bunkers, end fighting holes, 30 barbed wire obstacles, 4 booby traps 

(OhiCom grenades), one 250 lb. bomb rigged ag 8: mine; and 10 rounds 

of mixed' type O%'d'nanOG 3.425 lbs of Cw4. 110 bangalore torpedoes, and 

2 151b shaped oharges were used. 

d. A total of 468,550 lbEt of all olasses of supplies were lifted 

into the operation area, with the unused Siook being lifted back to 

FI.8G/~-1 on Dtr10. ' 

{i, ~~rrn.~ ~~,own~[O} I ;) _ ... _ "_~''''U' ___ 
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20 186526
1 fin assembly for rifle grenade

ZC 186526
1 Gas mask (field expedient).

ZC 186526
1 US M-14 mag pouch

ZC 1865261 Leather pouch w/papers ZC 182528Tobacco (unk quantity)
ZC 132555Medical gear ZC 114536

1 Mine (type unknown) ZC 095558
3 Bear traps ZC 148548
2 Rifle gren adapters ZC 147548
Maps ZC 146548
1 Roll of barbed wire

(3) Material Captured

ZC 143549
1000 lbs rice ZC 100560600 lbs rice

ZC 180558
4000 lbs rice ZC 127554800 lbs rice

ZC 128557
300 lbs rice

ZC 131557
300 lbs rice ZC 133555
250 lbs rice

ZC 133570
300 lbs fice

ZC 1265571000 lbs rice ZC 137558
300 lbs rioe

ZC 167536
2000 lbs rice

ZC 128557
50 lbs sorn

(4) Secondary explosions observed during air strikes and

artillery fire. missions indicated the destruction of large quantities

of enemy ordnance and explosives.

b. Friendly casualties during the operation were as follows: D-day

WIA (evao); D+1 - 15 KIA, 50 WIA (evao), 2 WIA (non-evac); D+2 - 2
1
KIA, 12 WIA (evac), 6 WIA (non-evac): D+3 - 6 WIA (evac); D+6 - 3 WIA

(evao); D+7 - 3 WIA (evao): D+8 - 1 WIA (evac). Total casualties -

18 KIA, 79 WIA (evac), 12 WIA (non-evac); grand total 109. Losses

also included one M-60 machine gun, one M-79 grenade launcher, and

seven M-14 rifles.

Engineer unfts attached to the Battalion destroyed 301 tunnels,

bunkers,
C.

and fighting holes, 30 barbed wire obstacles, 4 booby traps

(ChiCom grenades), one 250 lb. bomb rigged as a mine; and 10 rounds

of mixed type ordnance 3,425 lbs of C-4, 110 bangalore torpedoes, and

2 15 1b shaped charges were used.

d. A total of 468,550 lbs of all classes of supplies were lifted

into the operation area, with the unused stook being lifted back to

FLSG/ASP-1 on D+10.
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12. !ltMINISTRATIVE MATTERS. Administrative plans were adequate and 

were ered to as muoh a8 possible, 

a. Resupply !rom M3P/lLSG to the LS.A. was acoomp:lished by heli.­

copter. The additional two oompanies end two artillery batteries added 

to the operation inoreased resupply requirements tremendously. Heli­

copters oould not provide sutfioient 11ft oapabili ty to enable the l.&. 

to be oonstantly maintained at a f'our day level as required by division 

administrative plan. It 1s felt that dump level requirements abould 

have been re-evaluated in light ot the extra artillery involved. The 

fea.sibility and advisability of utilizing low-level air drop should be 

further studied, It is felt that this situation lent itself' to the use 

of SIloh air drops whioh would have ea.sed helioopter requirements con­

siderably. Exoept for two unfortunate instanoes, the air drop of' 
supplies to the Artrry Special Foroee Camp worked out very well, and would 

have worked as- well as and easily for the resupply of' the I.8A. Heli­

ooptere' were the primary souroe of resupply to companies and batteries, 

~4'8 were util1aed for resupply of' one company and artillery bat­

tery. Combat loads as presoribed in the Administra.tive Order were 

e.dequate. No problem areal in CIMS V. 

b. Maintenanoe was either repaired at the LSA or evacuated to 

FLaG. No problem areas. 

II heattW»-! ~f' 9a!!o&ltiea, e'fIlO!1at1on anc! hogtalilation. 
, 

, (,) RePorts 1'eO$iTed tron parUoip&\1nB oCtlpanies 1nd1c~tes 

that 088UEl1J1 treatment waIF adequate and B m1nimum of' time lapsed from 

the time of injul'1 until initial treatment was instituted by attached 

mediot'l DerBonnel or thi·~.AS. , 

(2) A mass oasualty situation existed on the second day of thG 

operation, end had the taotical situation permitted, use of the Medioal 

Emergency Evacuation Team would have been utilized. During this period 

of mass oasualties, one HM was f'aced with twenty oasualties within e. 

matter of minutes. A del~ in immediate treatment was understandable, 

though it was in faot quite minimal. All reoeived adequate emergency 

treatment p~1or to evaouation. 

(,), Oasual. ty evacuation was' aooomplished as i'ollowst 

(a) All serious, oritioal, and dead US military were 

evacuated by helioopter to "0" Co., 3d Med l3n f1l1d/or 6tation Hospi tel, 

NSA DA NANG. 

(b) Head injuries of a serious nature were evacuated vic. 

helioopter direotly to Station Ho8pital, NS.li., DA NANG. 

(0) Wounded ARVN troops were evacuated by helioopter 

to the ARVN Hospital, D.A. N4\NG. 
"',,- t 
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12. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS. Administrative plans were adequate and

were adhered to as much as possible.

Resupply from ASP/FLSG to the LSA was accomplished by heli-

The additional two companies and two artillery batteries added
copter.
to the operation increased resupply requirements tremendously. Heli-

oopters could not provide sufficient lift capability to enable the LSL

to be constantly maintained at a four day level as required by division

administrative plan. It is felt that dump level requirements should

have been re-evaluated in light of the extra artillery involved. The

feasibility and advisability of utilizing low-level air drop should be

further studied. It is felt that this situation lent itself to the use

of such air drops which would have eased helicopter requirements con-

siderably. Except for two unfortunate instances, the air drop of

supplies to the Army Special Forces Camp worked out very well, and
Heli-

would

have worked as well as and easily for the resupply of the LSA.

coptere were the primary source of resupply to companies and batteries.
bat-

M-274's were utilised for resupply of one company and artillery

tery. Combat loads as prescribed in the Administrative Order were

adequate. No problem areas in Class V.

b. Maintenance was either repaired at the LSA or evacuated to

FLSG. No problem areas.

Treatment of ossualties, evacuation and hospitalization.

(1) Reports received from participating companies indicates

that oasualty treatment was adequate and a minimum of time lapsed from

the time of injury until initial treatment was instituted by attached

medical personnel or the BAS.

(2) A mass casualty situation existed on the second day of the

operation, and had the tactical situation permitted, use of the Medical

Emergency Evacuation Team would have been utilized. During this period

of mass casualties, one HM was faced with twenty casualties within a

matter of minutes. A delay in immediate treatment was understandable,

though it was in fact quite minimal. All received adequate emergency

treatment prior to evacuation.

(3) Casualty evacuation was accomplished as follows:

(a) All serious, critical, and dead US military were

evacuated by helicopter to "C" Co., 3d Med Bn and/or Station Hospital,

NSA DA NANG.

(b) Head injuries of a serious nature were evacuated vic

helioopter directly to Station Hospital, NSA, DA NANG.

(o) Wounded ARVN troops were evacuated by helioopter

to the ARVN Hospital, DA NANG.

CONFIDENTILL
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. (d) Wounded 1nd:l.(enou.personi were evacuated by heli­

oopter to "0" Co, ,d Mad Bn end/or Station Hospital, NSA, DA ruING. 

(e) ltbst minor woundl!5, heat baeuslUes, and non-battle 

injuries were held in the Company El"Ela. and evacuated to the 1MB in the 

field when the taotical situation permitted. 

NOTE. - Onoe the oompanies and the hel1oopterpilots were gware 

of the looation of the B-A6, a large number of the heli­
oopters transporting MEn EVACS sat down at LZ ALB~ROSS 

instead of arbitrarily gOing strai8h~to "e" Mad or NS.A. 

DJ. NJING. This faoilitated max1num use of the ru.s in these 

instanoes-, and preoluded many unneoessary MEn EVAO runs. 

(4) Oasualties reoeived at the BAS were disposed of - after 

treatment - BS' followl . 

(8) Those requiring surgery, hospitalization, x-re-¥, 

etc., were evaouated by helioopter to "C" Mad and/or N6A, DA NJiNG. 

(b) Those requiring minor surgery and additional trea.t­

ment not requiring hospitalization at "e" Mad or NSA, DA NANG were 

evaouated to the parent BJi.S on routine runs by helioopters'. 

(0) Heat casualties and minor injuries not requiring 

additional treatment or hospitalization were treated at the BliS in tle 

field and returned to duty. 

d. Utilized four M.274's to move gear around LSA and for re­

supply adequa.te. 

e. Communioations, 

(1) General. Communioation employment throughout the sub­

jeot operation was oonduoted along a conventional pattern as compared 

to that of Operation MALLARD. The overall oommunioation situation 

could be desoribed as being statio in that the Battalion Command Post 

did not displaoe onoe established within the objective area~ Rifle 

Companies were employed in general areas of responsibility whioh erected 

n condition whereby wire oould be employed for suffioient periods of 

time to beoome an effeotive means of oommunioations. Radio was the 

primary meane with wire as a supplement. The area of op~rations lended 

itself to oomplete ooverage by JM ra~io oommunioations. 

(a) The following radio nets were operated and maintained 

continuously throughout Operation ORANGE, 
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(d) Wounded indigenous persons were evacuated by heli-

copter to "CH Co, 3d Med Bn and/or Station Hospital, NSA, DA NANG.

(e) Most minor wounds, heat casualties, and non-battle

injuries were held in the Company area and evacuated to the BAS in the

field when the tactical situation permitted.

Once the companies and the helicopter pilots were aware
NOTE:

of the location of the BAS, a large number of the heli-

copters transporting MED EVACS set down at LZ ALBATROSS

instead of arbitrarily going straight to "C" Med or NSA

DA NANG. This facilitated maximum use of the BIS in these

instances, and precluded many unnecessary MED EVAC runs.

(4) Casualties received at the BAS were disposed of - after

treatment - as follows:

(a) Those requiring surgery, hospitalization, x-ray,

etc., were evacuated by helicopter to "C" Med and/or NSA, DA NANG.

(b) Those requiring minor surgery and additional treat-

ment not requiring hospitalization at "G" Med or NSA, DA NANG were

evacuated to the parent BAS on routine runs by helicopters.

(o) Heat casualties and minor injuries not requiring

additional treatment or hospitalization were treated at the BAS in the

field and returned to dutv.

d. Utilized four M-274's to move gear around LSA and for re-

supply adequate.

e. Communications.

(1) General, Communication employment throughout the sub-

ject operation was conducted along a conventional pattern as compared

to that of Operation MALLARD. The overall communication situation

could be described as being static in that the Battalion Command Post

did not displace once established within the objective area. Rifle

Companies were employed in general areas of responsibility which created

a condition whereby wire could be employed for sufficient periods of

time to become an effective means of communications. Radio was the

primary means with wire as a supplement. The area of operations lended

itself to complete coverage by FM radio communications.

(2) Radio.

(a) The following radio nets were operated and maintained

continuously throughout Operation ORANGE:
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(1 ) RegimentBl. Command SSB Voice 

(2) Regimental TAC FM Voioe 

(~.) Baitstalion TAO 1M Voice 

(4) Battalion TAOP Looal 1M Voioe 

(5) 611J1tl Mortar COF FM Voice 

(6') Arty Battery OaF 1M Voice 

(7) Taotioal Air Request USB Voice 

(e) Taotioal Air Direotion UHF Voice 

(9) DiTision il-orial Observer 1M Voice 

(10) Raoon Platoon Commend FM Voice 

(11) HST logistios ssa Voice 

(12) Company TAO Nets (5) FM Voice 

(b) Diffioulties were experienoed in the seleotion o! 

properly separated transmissions sites within the Battalion Command 

Poet. Radio Set AN/PRO-25 overrode and out out other J~/PRO-251 s and 

FM Equipment, in general, employed in the same area.. Ma.xim.un use of 

remote contEOl equipment with FM Radio Equipment other than radio set 

J~/PRC-25 i~ mandatory. 

(0) The Battalion TACP looal net beoame overorowded as 

it Was utilized for oontrolling all helioopters within the area as well 

as for requpply requests. During the planning phase of the subject 

operation it was felt that the TAW looal net oould be effeotively 

utilized for the above ~oses. This opinion woo formed based on the 

experienoe of Operation MALLARD where the Air Liaison Offioer ooordinated 

and oontroled all helioopter support and logistioal support activities .. 

The experienoe gained on the subjeot operation indioates a need for 

either an administrative net within the battalion or a separate fre­

quenoy for the oontrol or helicopters being utilized in a speoifio 

operation. 

(d) External radio nets utilizing SF e~ipment beoame 

weak and gArbled at night between t he hours of 1830 and 0600. Oor .. 

reotive aotion was taken With little suooess. It is felt that the use 

of OW would have provided a satisfactory solution to this difficulty. 
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VoiceSSB

(1) Regimental Command

VoiceFM
(2) Regimental TAC

VoiceFM
(3) Battalion TAC

VoiceFM
(4) Battalion TACP Local

VoiceFM
(5) 81mm Mortar COF

VoiceFM
(6) Arty Battery COF

VoiceUSB
(7) Tactical Air Request

VoiceUHF
(8) Taotical Air Direction

VoiceFM
(9) Division Aerial Observer

VoiceFM
(10) Recon Platoon Command

VoiceSSB
(11) HST Logistics

Voice
(12) Company TAC Nets (5) FM

(b) Difficulties were experienced in the selection of

properly separated transmissions sites within the Battalion Command

Post. Radio Set AN/PRC-25 overrode and cut out other AN/PRC-25's and

FM Equipment, in general, employed in the same area. Maximum use of

remote control equipment with FM Radio Equipment other than radio set

AN/PRC-25 is mandatory.

(o) The Battalion TACP local net became overcrowded as

it was utilized for controlling all helicopters within the area as well

as for requpply requests. During the planning phase of the subject

operation it was felt that the TACP local net could be effectively

utilized for the above purposes. This opinion was formed based on the

experience of Operation MALLARD where the Air Liaison Officer coordinated

and controled all helicopter support and logistical support activities.

The experience gained on the subject operation indicates a need for

either an administrative net within the battalion or a seperate fre-

quency for the control of helicopters being utilized in a specific

operation.

(d) External radio nets utilizing HF equipment became

weak and garbled at night between the hours of 1830 and 0600. Cor-

rective action was taken with little success. It is felt that the use

of CW would have provided a satisfactory solution to this difficulty.

CONFIDENTIAL
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(9) Beoause of transmitting distanoes involved on ex­

ternal o.irouits a helilift of two radio set AN/MRc..a,and one AN/MRO-
81 into the objeotive area was executed on D-d8\V. This .helilift was 

exoellently aocomplished With the use of helidbpter CH-46, utilizing 

its external load oapability. 

(~) ~ 

(8) Wire was employed initially within the Battalion 

Co~d Post with long 100a1s to HST and the Distriot Headquarters. 

AS' the ai tuation progreased, long looals were extended to Rifle Co IS. 

(b) L.lmited wire tapping as well as shorting and ground­

ing of wire lines was experienoed.: The results of thete aotivities 

had a negligable etfeot on the overall effeotiveness of wire oommuni­

oations. 

(4) Message Center and Cpptographi9. 

(&) A message oenter was established for the purpose of 

prooessing external oommand and administrative traffio with higher 

eohelonS'. 

(b) KAJa.-6o, KAo-138, end KAO-140 were utilized effeotively 

throughout the operation by partioipating unite. The Battalion Message 

Center oontrolled the issue and tUrn in of all Cryptographio Material. 

(5) Maintenanoe end Sup-e,ly. 

(a) In the initial stages of the operation difficulty 

was exp·erienoed in maintaining effioient HST oomnunioations. Supply 

requests were being submitted to Shore P!£ty Battalion, and FL8g, 

however, material was at~d at ASP-1. No radio station 'WIae established 

at ASP-1 on the HST logistio net. Land line oommunioation was depended 

upon for .oordination of: resupply' missionS' between ASP-1 and FLSG. It 

ia left that a radio station at .ASP-1 would have alleviated mush of the 

confusion whioh w~s experien~ed at this time. 

(b) Battalion .ommunioation maintenance was oentrally 

oontrolled in the objeotive area throughout this operation. A seoond 

eohelon shop was established for the purpose of aooomplishing simple 

repairs, PRC-6 alignment and reaharging of battery BB-451, and oon­

trolling the evaouation of equipment to the third eohelon shop. This 

system tunctioned very effiCiently and positive oontrol over the 

aooountability of equipment 'l1li8 efreoted. .--.. -- _----"'"'":'~~ 

WlOO~~~~$~~~~~ f. Medioal Evaluation. 

(1) The Medioal Offioer or the Senior medioarPersorln~i·,,·~~r'--­

attached should be the SOle souroe and final authority as to safety encl 

potability or drinking water in the field. 
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(e) Because of transmitting distances involved on ex-

ternal aircuits a helilift of two radio set AN/MRC-83 and one AN/MRC-

87 into the objective area was executed on D-day. This helilift was

excellently accomplished with the use of helicopter CH-46, utilizing

its external load capability.

(3) Wire.

(a) Wire was employed initially within the Battalion

Command Post with long locals to HST and the District Headquarters.

As the situation progressed, long locals were extended to Rifle Co's.

(b) Limited wire tapping as well as shorting and ground-

ing of wire lines was experienced. The results of these activities

had a negligable effect on the overall effectiveness of wire communi-

oations.

(4) Message Center and Cryptographic,

(a) 4 message center was established for the purpose of

processing external command and administrative traffic with higher

echelons.

(b) KAA-60, KAC-138, and KAC-140 were utilized effectively

throughout the operation by participating units. The Battalion Message

Center controlled the issue and turn in of all Cryptographic Material.

(5) Maintenance and Supply.

(a) In the initial stages of the operation difficulty

was experienced in maintaining efficient HST communications. Supply

requests were being submitted to Shore Party Battalion, and FLSg,

however, material was staged at ASP-1. No radio station was established

at ASP-1 on the HST logistic net. Land line communication was depended

upon for coordination of resupply missions between ASP-1 and FLSG. It

is left that a radio station at ASP-1 would have alleviated mush of the

confusion which was experienced at this time.

(b) Battalion communication maintenance was centrally

controlled in the objective area throughout this operation. A second

echelon shop was established for the purpose of accomplishing simple

repairs, PRC-6 alignment and recharging of battery BB-451, and con-

trolling the evacuation of equipment to the third echelon shop. This

system functioned very efficiently and positive control over the

accountability of equipment was effected.

UNCLASSIFIEDf. Medical Evaluation.

(1) The Medical Officer or the Senior medical personnel
attached should be the sole source and final authority as to safety and

potability of drinking water in the field.
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(2) A large mlmber of Marines did not have the required 

materials in their jungle kite. Quite a number had no kite at all. Em­

phasis should be stressed on immediate aotion to supply these kits. 

CompBn1 oorpsman oarry an initial issue of e1gbteensmall battle dress~ 

ings in their Unit One's. 'When e; mass oasualty situation presents :MJ,. 

self (suoh as happened with Bravo Comp8ll1) - the oorpsman relies on 

the use of the battle dressing that is supposed to be in eaoh mans 

jungle kit. 

~) A major problem was enoountered in medical supply and re­

supply. Requistions' submitted by the BAS in tle field were subsequently 

filled - but the supplies we.re never reoeived by the BAS. The materials 

were delivered to Shore i'ar.,. - but the BAS was not made aware of this 

until severe:t df:l\Y's later, A check with Shore I?arty revealed that they 

had in faot reoeived the supplies, but they refused to turn them over 

to the BAS (they stated the supplies were to be used to resupply oompany 

corpsman) - thus the BAS operated for several days with minimum supplies. 

During this period of time, it would ha.ve been impossible fOr the BAS 

to handle ~ great number of oasualties, An emergenoy requiSition was 

placed through o,sBt DE FABIO, and was reoeived at the BAS within hours. 

Had it not been for him, the mission and funotion of the BAS would have 

been greatly impaired. The senior medioal personnel attached is the 

only man that om be oonsidered qualified to order medioal supplies in 

suffioient quantity. When supplies are ordered at the BAS level, they 

mst be issued to the BAS - NOT to Shore Party or any other persons. 

(4) Disposition of patients at the BAS presented another major 

problem, At one time the BAS had eleven men fit for duty but oould not 

get them laok to their organbation. Some suitable solution should be 

'WOrked out whereby the BAS oould be relieved of the responsibility of 

trying to get these men baok to their oompanies. Also, patients that 

required additioneil treatment, but were not serious enough to evaouate 

to "01' Med, could not get tr8llBportation back to their parent Bll.S. In 

this instanoe, after weveral days waiting to 8'3t three men transported 

back to Hill 55 (BAS-3-3), we had to resort to sending the men to "C" 

Med in order to assure their oontinued and neoessary treatl!lElnt. This 

causes an overload on "c" Mad and defeats one of the purposes of the 

BAS in the r ie ld. 
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(2) A large number of Marines did not have the required

materials in their jungle kits. Quite a number had no kits at all. Em-

phasis should be stressed on immediate action to supply these kits.

Company corpsman carry an initial issue of eighteen small battle dress-

ings in their Unit One's. When a mass casualty situation presents its

self (such as happened with Bravo Company) - the corpsman relies on

the use of the battle dressing that is supposed to be in each mans

jungle kit.

(3) A major problem was encountered in medical supply and re-

supply. Requistions submitted by the BAS in the field were subsequently

filled - but the supplies were never received by the BAS. The materials

were delivered to Shore Party - but the BAS was not made aware of this

until several days later. A oheck with Shore Party revealed that they

had in fact received the supplies, but they refused to turn them over

to the BAS (they stated the supplies were to be used to resupply company

corpsman) - thus the BAS operated for several days with minimum supplies.

During this period of time, it would have been impossible for the BAS

to handle any great number of casualties. An emergency requisition was

placed through GySgt DE FABIO, and was received at the BAS within hours.

Had it not been for him, the mission and function of the BAS would have

been greatly impaired. The senior medical personnel attached is the

only man that can be considered qualified to order medical supplies in

sufficient quantity. When supplies are ordered at the BAS level, they

must be issued to the BAS - NOT to Shore Party or any other persons.

(4) Disposition of patients at the BAS presented another major

problem. At one time the BAS had eleven men fit for duty but could not

get them back to their organization. Some suitable solution should be

worked out whereby the BAS could be relieved of the responsibility of

trying to get these men back to their companies. Also, patients that

required additional treatment, but were not serious enough to evaouate

to "C" Med, could not get transportation back to their parent BAS. In

this instance, after were days waiting to get three men transported

back to Hill 55 (BAS- ), we had to resort to sending the men to "C"

Med in order to assure their continued and necessary treatment. This

causes an overload on "C" Med and defeats one of the purposes of the

BAS in the field.
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13. SPEOIAL qXPMENT AND TEOBNIQUES. 

a. Soout dogs were used in oonjunotion with searoh and destroy 
operations, without notable BUocess. It is felt that the dogS' perfor­
manoe waer advers-ely at'footed by' extreme heat and lArge amounts of 
powder and W,p residue in the area. 

b. The ,d Marines Sniper Squad, employed for the first time in 
searoh and destroy operations, conclusively proved by an excellent per­
formanoe their worth and effeotiveness in engaging enemy foroes at 
ranges be'yond the average oapability or infantrymen armed with the M-14. 

'0. SIOOke and OS were used to good effeot in searoh and c8stl'OY 
operations against tunnels, oaves and 'bunkers. 

14. COMMANDER'S ANALYSIS. 

The area of operations for ORANGE wae such that the oonfluence of 
the SONG VU GIA and its tributary, the SONG CON , effeotively divided 
the area into three distinot and sEJp8Irete seotors - two to the north of 
the VU GlA and one to its south. Because of the location of the air 
field and the projeoted Speoial Foroes OaJllP, oontrol of and therefore 
operations in eaoh of' the seotors was required. Eaoh seotor in i tealf 
by virtue of its area ~ required the presence of at least one rifle 
oompany. 

Beoause of the requirement to rapddly open and sweep the airfield, 
and beoause the airfield was located to the north of the TO GIA, it was 
deoided that the initial d~s asemllt would be oonduoted there. On 
D-d~ two oompanies landed in and secured that poriion of the two 
northern seotors adjacent to the airfield and the airfield itself. At 
the same time one oompany was retained as reserve should the requiremerri; 
exist. 

On D+1, events having progressed as antioipated. on D-day, thA 
third, or reserve oompany, in oonjuDOUon With a blosking plailoon,·'te.1\:$ 
from north of the VU GIA, landed to Bweep the seotor south of the river. 
At this pOint all the available foroes of the battalion were employed -
there was no reserve immediately available. 

As events turned out the foroes south of VU GIA me. the only 
organized ene~ foroes of any strength enoountered during the operation. 
Enemy strength inoidentally was oonsiderably larger than had been 
antioipated, based on available intelligence. The friendly foroe em­
Ployed was insuffioient to rapidly overoome the ene~ resistanoe and 
there was no reserve foroe or suffioient other forces immediately 
available to blook ene~ esoape from the area. 
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113. SPECIAL EQUIPMENT AND TECHNIQUES.

a. Soout dogs were used in conjunction with search and destroy

operations, without notable success. It is felt that the dogs perfor-

manoe was adversely affected by extreme heat and large amounts of

powder and WP residue in the area.

b. The 3d Marines Sniper Squad, employed for the first time in

search and destroy operations, conclusively proved by an excellent per-

formance their worth and effectiveness in engaging enemy forces at

ranges beyond the average capability of infantrymen armed with the M-14.

C. Smoke and CS were used to good effect in search and destroy

operations against tunnels, caves and bunkers.

14. COMMANDER'S ANALYSIS.

The area of operations for ORANGE was such that the confluence of

the SONG VU GIA and its tributary, the SONG CON , effectively divided

the area into three distinct and separate sectors - two to the north of

the VU GIA and one to its south. Because of the location of the air

field and the projected Special Forces Camp, control of and therefore

operations in each of the sectors was required. Each sector in itself

by virtue of its area alone required the presence of at least one rifle

company.

Because of the requirement to rapidly open and sweep the airfield,

and because the airfield was located to the north of the YU GIA, it was

decided that the initial days assault would be conducted there. On

D-day two companies landed in and secured that portion of the two

northern sectors adjacent to the airfield and the airfield itself. At

the same time one company was retained as reserve should the requirement

exist.

On D+1, events having progressed as anticipated on D-day, the

third, or reserve company, in conjunction with a blocking platoon taken

from north of the VU GIA, landed to sweep the sector south of the river.

At this point all the available forces of the battalion were employed -

there was no reserve immediately available.

As events turned out the forces south of VU GIA met the only

organized enemy forces of any strength encountered during the operation.

Enemy strength incidentally was considerably larger than had been

anticipated, based on available intelligence. The friendly force em-

ployed was insufficient to rapidly overcome the enemy resistance and

there was no reserve force or sufficient other forces immediately

available to block enemy escape from the area.
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The following ohart aids in undel'M.cS1.ng the s-equenoe of events: 

Datetrw 

010700 

020700 

021430 

0~1500 

021",0 

l' " 
0310,0 

0}14~O 

L-bour, north or VU GIll., D-1-} and D.1-1 landed. 

Ii-hoUl't south of VU GIA, B-1~ landed in north of 

Beotor. 1st Plat D.1-1 oroBsed river in south of 
Beator. 

D(_) 1-1 heli-lifted to south of VU GIA, joined 

their first platoon. 

,d Plat D-1003, hali-1Uted ItOUth of VU GU. to 
rein! B-1-3. 

~.., joined operation. Iended at airfield, north 

ot VU QU. 

I-}~ heliooptered South of VU GU. 

~-? joined operation. Remained north of VU GL. 

~ oan be seen from the table above, addi tional1brces were moved 

8"Outh of the VU GU, as theY' beoame available. They were used in attempt 

to see.l off the area and block enem;y eeo~e to t he south. Their arrive.l 

however was too late to p-revent the escSipG' of tnarlY' of the surviving VO. 

In retrospect, expeoially from What we now know of the enemy 

strength and disposition in the area, there were two better solutions 

to the initial plan of attaok. 

(1) Using the three originally aVailable companies, first 

attack and elemanate the enemy force south of the VU GU. Whell:' this 

had been aooomplished leave one eompaqy to hold it and move the re­

maining two oomranieS' to seoure the area~....th of the VU GIA. 

(2) To have' oommenced the operation with all of the five 

oompanies eventually employed, and to have generally followed the 

original plan with the exoeption that three companies would have assaulted 

south of the tV alA vice the one oomp~ and one platoon aotually 

employed. 

15. REOOMMENDATIONS. 

a. That the plan for retraction of a unit by helioopter must in­

olude the following known faotors' number, oapaoity and exact !I1r1'. of 

helioopters, and looation of RIa. Any subsequent deviation from this 

plen will result in bunohing of troops: in the RLZ or failure to load 

troops ra.pidly, both of whioh increase the MZall'ds of the operation,: 

CONFIDENTIJ.L 
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The following chart aids in understanding the sequence of events:

EventDate/Time

L-hour, north of VU GIA, D-1-3 and D-1-1 landed.
010700

L-hour, south of VU GIA, B-1-3 landed in north of
020700

sector. 1st Plat D-1-1 crossed river in south of

sector.

D(-) 1-1 heli-lifted to south of VU GIA, joined
021430

their first platoon.

3d Plat D-1-3, heli-lifted south of VU GIA to
021500

reinf B-1-3.

I-3-3 joined operation. Lended at airfield, north
021730

of VU GIA.

1
I-3-3 helicoptered south of VU GIA.

031030

L3-3 joined operation. Remained north of VU GIL.
031430

As can be seen from the table above, additional forces were moved

south of the VU GIA as they became available. They were used in attempt

to seal off the area and block enemy escape to the south. Their arrival

however was too late to prevent the escape of many of the surviving VC.

In retrospect, expecially from what we now know of the enemy

strength and disposition in the area, there were two better solutions

to the initial plan of attack.

(1) Using the three originally available companies, first

attack and elemanate the enemy force south of the VU GIA. When this

had been accomplished leave one company to hold it and move the re-

maining two companies to secure the area north of the VU GIA.

(2) To have commenced the operation with all of the five

companies eventually employed, and to have generally followed the

original plan with the exception that three companies would have assaulted

south of the VU GIA vice the one company and one platoon actually

employed.

15. RECOMMENDATIONS.

That the plan for retraction of a unit by helicopter must in-
a.

clude the following known factors: number, capacity and exact ETA of

helicopters, and location of HLZ. Any subsequent deviation from this

plan will result in bunching of troops in the HLZ or failure to load

troops rapidly, both of which increase the hazards of the operation.
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• • gompMlAA 
bt That aldltional oopielJ of the operatlonorder be made .ava1lable 

tor issue to units that aight join in an operation wbeequent to ita 
1n1 tiation. 

o. !hat in isolated operat1onS', such as this one was, supporting 
U'tiUe17 be attsohed. AJ. though supporting artillery was nominally 1n 
direot SUPlJOrt during Operation ORANGE, in effeot, they mq as well 
have been attaohed beoat .. their logistical. support was provided by the 
RST attached to this battalion. 

d. 'nlat a battaJ.icn administrative net is essential on an operation 
ot this magnitude. 

e. That photographio reproduotions of the 1150,000 80ale militart 
map of the objective area be used tor issue to small unit leaders tor 
whom regular maps are not a.vailablee 

t. That ADt lt· be used to the ma.TJDl2m. They proved invaluable for 
adjusting &11' end artillery strikes, looating enemy foroes and forti­
fioations, and helping to maintain communioations With triendly foroes 
dispersed over a wide &rea. . 

g. '!'hat whenever po8si~e, battalions oonduotiDB offensive 
operations be relieved completely of responsib1li ty for their assigned 
TAOR. This would eUminate the present requirement to split the bat­
talion sta.t'f, while overhlrden1ng it in both areas. It would also en­
able the battalion to operate With organi.o, fam1ltar companies re.tl?-er 
than with unfamiliar oo~anies from a different battalion. 

h. That the laolc of remte o6pabili ty for the PRC-25 be resolved 
as soon as possible. Though the PRC-25 has improved the effeotiveness 
of communioations, the need to separate PRO-25's' from eaoh other beaause 
of mutual interferenoe preeents a problem at the B~ttalion CP leval ~en 
various agenoies must work in proximity to each other. On Operation 
ORANGE, Where the Battalion Tao Net was looated 100 meters from the 
Regimental Tao Net to ensure non-interferenoe, land line conneoted the 
Reg't Tao Operator with the Operations Center and runners were used to 
oarry messSBes from one point to the other. 

i~ That the use of snipers in searoh and destroy operations be 
continued. They are effeoti ve against both entrenohed and moVing VC 
at greater distanoes than is the average rifleman. 

j. That the installation of a water point is unneoessary in an 
area where suffioient 100a1 water souroes are available. Balizone and 
iodine tablets adeqlla.tely 80lve the water supply problem and reduoe the 
logistioal problem generated by water oan resupply. 
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be That additional oopies of the operation order be made available

for issue to units that might join in an operation subsequent to its

initiation.

0. That in isolated operations, such as this one was, supporting

artillery be attached. Although supporting artillery was nominally in

direct support during Operation ORANGE, in effect, they may as well
have been attached because their logistical support was provided by the

HST attached to this battalion.

d. That a battalion administrative net is essential on an operation
of this magnitude.

6. That photographic reproductions of the 1:50,000 scale military

map of the objective area be used for issue to small unit leaders for

whom regular maps are not available,

f. That AO's be used to the maximum. They proved invaluable for

adjusting air and artillery strikes, locating enemy forces and forti-

fications, and helping to maintain communications with friendly forces

dispersed over a wide area.

g. That whenever possible, battalions conducting offensive

operations be relieved completely of responsibility for their assigned
TAOR. This would eliminate the present requirement to split the bat-

talion staff, while overburdening it in both areas. It would also en-

able the battalion to operate with organic, familiar companies rather
than with unfamiliar companies from a different battalion.

h. That the lack of remote capability for the PRC-25 be resolved

as soon as possible. Though the PRC-25 has improved the effectiveness

of communications, the need to separate PRC-25's from each other because

of mutual interference presents a problem at the Battalion CP level when

various agencies must work in proximity to each other. On Operation

ORANGE, where the Battalion Tac Net was located 100 meters from the

Regimental Tao Net to ensure non-interference, land line connected the

Reg't Tao Operator with the Operations Center and runners were used to

carry messages from one point to the other.

i. That the use of snipers in search and destroy operations be

continued. They are effective against both entrenched and moving VC

at greater distances than is the average rifleman.

j. That the installation of a water point is unnecessary in an

area where sufficient local water sources are available. Halizone and

iodine tablets adequately solve the water supply problem and reduce the

logistical problem generated by water can resupply.

R. R. DICKEY III
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. STAFF JOURI.JAL 
0}'ERJl.TI0ri ORr.:tfGb: 

010700 - 020700 ~pr 1966 

InCIDENT 
i>iYD lifted. off 
PH D landcdi LZ J.Llli.TROSS 
~il D securing Objective #1 
h'e to St - sa. tun tion Report 
he to SG - Objective #1 seoured 
Pre to St - Pr-e B landed in LZ CONDOR 
Prr; CF location(iC 144532) 

3120 
18 hpr 1966 

~~1!J.Ai 
S~F 
S,F 
S, F 
S,F C 
S,F,C 
S, F,C 
S,F,M 

l':.c D to Pro ~ No enemy contact, moving to 

Objec·civo #2 S,F,lil 

Pil Il to P:':'c .. Villa.ge sweep, bridge secure. 

RoC}. to aWe8}? fishing village S,F,M 

Pre D to Pro - rrcsent looatlon (ZC169554) S,F,M 

P:co to S'G - bridgo looated (:~C148537)sccuroo S,F,C 

Pi.l D to Fi~ - Ro~uest to sweep village 

(::::0146548). (Pc,rmission granted, informed. 

StaJ.coout) . S,F,M 

Pro . j) to Pro - Front line·s loco. tod vi"cini ty 

(Z0174554) 
Pil D-6 to Pro - Front lines (ZC142527) to 

(ZC143533) to (ZC148538). c~ displacing a~ 
thiG tilllO. Will report location next Sit .ftep 

Ik'l. pOrhliGsionniovQ from Objective #1. S,F,N 

Pil D-6 -to Pre -OF coord (ZC143533) l:l,:e,M 
p~o to St - our OF ooord aro {ZC1}85j6) S,F,C 

Pil D to Pro - sit Rep, Frgnt lin~s (ZC145548) . 
to (ZC148538) to (aG1435J4' to (ZC135522) 8,1,C 
PTO 14-D to rro D .. 1· - ObseNoci 4 vc KI~ •• Ox\~o·)d 

aircraft conduc ted strike. ~,F ,~I 

Pro D te, Pro ~ D-1 ..obg~(\t:l"G 2, D-2 (ZC175547) 
D .... 3 (ZC 171546). Have 11VCl:1 S,F,Il[ 

PH D to l'ro - Spot rtGPort .. S:upor fire vic. 

( ZC-138554) 
Pro D ·~o P:co •• D-1 has sp6t·~(;fJ 2 peopU· ridgo 

hno o'o.'c"',. (ZO·155564) Deadlock aElSisting S,F 

Fro D to h,-, .. Havo two VC cO(jrd (ZC 155564) 

Rc(~. t.) usc napllm 8,l!' 

Pro toPIc D- :t'or'mission grantLd S,F 

ITO t,,· 1':eG D ·-::.,.cnd r.linc rmsop pc:tsnnnel to .,.:; 

G"G::.rt clcf'.i'ing air fiold Sri!' 

1'11 D t:_~ l'r() - Sit Rop front lin0f3 samo j no 

cl1;;~i1go 3, F ,N 

iro D -te, :1:1:"U- Front lines (ZC148542) only 

contact 2 VU 1-1 arca (air strike) 3,t,M 
26 PHD .... ~:rr- 1000 lbs. rico in hut (:be 11.)-3549) S,F,11 

27 :i;'J..(; ·~o St .. Halos lal1c~o(:. 2 vehicles on C1ir fi01~~. 

He.v: (irc.:cti"d pil D to provide socuri ty, bogin 

Uiil.C clo£;,ri:1.g from (ZC 149)38) on airfiold. 

Pre D advancing SW thru hamlet at (ZC 173546). 
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STAFF JOURNAL
3120OPERATION ORANGE
18 Apr 1966010700 - 020700 Apr 1966

ACTION TAKENINCIDENTSerOUTIN
S,FPil D lifted offNOTE 10645 S,FPil D landed LZ ALBATROSS2NOTE0710
S,FPil D securing Objective #13NOTE0712 S,F CPre to St - Situation Report40751
S,F,CPre to St - Objective #1 secured50754 S,F,CPre to St - Pre D landed in LZ CONDOR60804
S,F,MPro CP location (ZC 144532)70816 NOTE

Pie D to Pre - No enemy contact, moving to8NOTE0834 S,F,M
Objective #2
Pil D to Pro -- Village sweep, bridge secure.

90839 S,F,MRoq to sweep fishing village
Pre D to Pro - Present location (ZC169554) S,F,M

100839
Pico to St - bridge located (ZC148537) secured S,F,C110845
Pil D to Pie - Request to sweep village120856
(20146548). (Permission granted, informed

S,F,MStakoout)
Pro D to Pro - Front lines located vicinity130903
(ZC174554)
Pil D-6 to Pre - Front linos (20142527) to

140906
(Z0143533) to (ZC148538). CP displacing at
this time. Will report location next Sit Rep

S,F,M
Req. permission move from Objective #1.

S,F,MPil D-6 to Prc -CP coord (ZC143533)150930
Pro to St - our CP coord are (ZC138536) S,F,C160955
Pil D to Pro - sit Rep, Front lincs (20145548)171000
to (2C148538) to (20143534) to (ZC135522) S,F,C
Pro 14-D to Pro D-1 - Observed 4 VC KI... OxWood

1741020 S,F,Maircraft conducted strike.
Pro D to Pro - D-1 -Objective 2, D-2 (20175547)181043 S,F,M
Daiz (zc 171546). Have 11VCs

Pil D to Iro - Spot Report - Spiper fire vic.
191043

(20138554)
Pro D to Pre ** D-1 has spotted 2 people ridge?01045
line cloid (20155564) Deadlock assisting S,F

Pro D to Iro - Have two VC coord (ZC 155564)211105 S,FReq. to uso napalm
S,FPro to Pre D- Permission granted221105

Pre to Pro D -Sond minc swoop personnel to ,--
231106 S,Fstart clearing air field

lil D to Pro - Sit Rcp front linos same, no
241110

S,F,Mchange
iro D to Pro - Front lines (ZC148542) only251103 S,A,Mcontact 2 VC L-1 arca (air strike)

PilD ma Pr- 1000 lbs. rice in hut (2C 143549) S,F,M261105
Pro to St - Holos landed 2 vehicles on air field.

271120
Have Circoted pil D to provide security, begin

Mino clearing from (zc 149538) on airfield.

Pre D advancing SW thru hamlet at (zc 173546).
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01::.t!lRAi'ION OrlAl~Gl!: 

~10700 - 020700 .hpr 1966 

;,cii9JP~:! A.(',:'lu.li..)i~_l.:',,@ 

l're D· to i're- j;lre D-3 has on9 VU KL\.' S,~', 

l'~~e D to l're - :t re D-1 ha.s 4 VC KL. 1. caul t 0-

of air s't;ril;:e ::I,F, 

Hl D to t'ro - Have established airfield security 

Hay,? 2 vehicles on field which don't belong there-, 

R()ques'~ instructions liJ1sJ estavlish security on 

vclYlclea S,F 

h'o to 6t - Spot Report '(4 vc K.B1~) S,F,C 

l'il j) to l're - Front linf)S (ZC148548)to' 

(~jC 152540) t.o ('ZC148538) to (ZC1L;.4534)to 

(zc 141526) to (ZO 12}513) S,F,M 

b'G j) to he - ~ront lines (Zc 1575;9) s,F,l~ 
Specia.l SH Rep #2 S,~l,C 

l're 24 to St- l'erm W'redy to i'ire. Will regj,ster 

as soon as air out of a.rea S,H,C, 
1-'re D to l're, - Reoei ved sniper fire on 1)., from 

a,o:roas river. lie;turned fire. Continuing misuion S,F, 

:freD to :t're .. Sit Rep .. now at (ZC 154539). No 

enemy contact. ftelay to ~ro 6 he can now reach us by 

ll:0 D. to 1\ 0 - Ha.vEl made physic:_~l contact (helicopter). 

'!J/l':L: D l;),F 

1 J:.c '\;O Lee D .. ~ :ce 24 wiSHes to re,~,is tE;lr 4.2 

coo:;:d (:'::'0148560), J~re you clear of this area. 

08.:'1 mission be fire<.i.? S,F, 

~ ':co to l're D - May we ree is tCi-r mortars a::.:. ro-
'lwosi; d? .4ns, Yos S,F 

j;'il )) to l-re - i"il lJ C:t;' (ZC147537) S,P,M 

J.Ti) Ii to lre - Sit B.cp no change. he 6 has 

dC'')[1rt(>~. froLl our poai tion S,F,h 

:'il i) ·~o l'rc .. oi t Rep Remains sa.lnG S, F, 

lil D to l:1l0 ';'bit Rep. Front lines (~C134523) 

to (ZC1~,353j) to (ZC 145548) to C1' l~o 14'1;537) S,i,l'! 

:":cc :0 to ~)ro - D-1, .0..3 no ch,n'.ge, D-2 now 

(ZC 155548) b,F,ii 

.l.l'C D to b',.' - el' (W155549) byF,H 

lur D to lcu .. D-2 has four 1TCG o~,ord (:w 152550) ti,F 

H,l )) 'i:iu ho - Sit RElp' no change ~:i, 1:' 

... rQ .J -bl) l'r() -S;.-t Rep no change? O.i. (~C 155540);;';,.E',fl 

:';'~0 to J ~~.]J "', .iJ(,:jn,;:;,,~ HS'l!'on air strip, 

QOr:'.r.rt:1.nfd;o nigl l;., delre1l8()';'... ti, .lJ',r 
;,)~. GU .i.:C(; - ~u'br,lit plans for night act:i.viticjfj 

\,1:L'l;}1 1800 8i t Rep S, i 

1'1'0 j) -Co b:o - ... 11 positi"ns re,;.a.in S"bt, no 
OilGl;W cOl;i;;::ct, night ~rk will start soon b,lil 

11)0 l} -to 1 ro - S1 t Hap no change :i, ,B' 

b~o D ·~o Leo - Ono WIA F 4712.. lr:;:om booby tr,c'.p, 

iio'G sorious. -""'lac to J31'.::> 1JiI S,i,~-;-1 

,B'':ca:\ Ord.er :1~1 to UpO 30}-66 ti,F,'I: 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

OFERATION ORANGE
10700 - 020700 Apr 1966

- ACTION TAKENINCIDENTSEROUTIN
S,F,ire D to Pre- Ire D-3 has one VC KIA281122

Pre D to Pre - ire D-1 has 4 VC KI. result
291127 S,F,of air strike

Fil D to Pre - Have established airfield security301130
Have 2 vehicles on field which don't belong there-

Request instructions Ans; establish security on
S,Fvehicles
S,F,Cire to St - Spot Report (4 VC KBA)301132

I'il D to Pre - Front lines (ZC148548) to321147
(20 152540) to (ZC148538) to (ZC144534) to

S,F,M(zc 141526) to (ZC 123513)
S,F,Mire 1) to Fre - Front lines (ZC 157539)331205 S,F,CSpecial Sit Rep #2341212

Pre 24 to St- Perm W redy to fire. Will register
351210

S,F,C,as soon as air out of area
Pre D to Pre - Received sniper fire on D-3 from

361255
across river. Returned fire. Continuing mission S,F,

Tre D to Pre - Sit Rep - now at (ZC 154539). No
371300

enemy contact. Relay to Pro 6 he can now reach us by

Ire D to 110 - Have made physical contact (helicopter).381307 S,Fw/Pi D
Iro to Ire D - Ire 24 wishes to register 4.2

391310
coord (20148560), Are you clear of this area.

S,F,can mission be fired?
Ire to Ire D - May we re ister mortars as re-

401335
S,Fquest d? Lns; Yes
S,F,MPil D to Ire - Fil D C1 (20147537)411355

re D to ire - Sit Rep no change. Fre 6 has421413 S,F,14departed from our position
S,F,Pil i) to Irc -Sit Rep Romains same

431450
lil D to leo -Sit Rep - Front lines (20134523)441457
to (20143533) to (ZC 145548) to CF (2C 147537) S,F,M

Pre D to Pre - D-1, D-3 no charge, D-2 now
451403 S,F,H(ZC 155548)

S,F,Miro D to Pre I CY (20155549)461510
For D to Pea - D-2 has four VCS acord (2C 152550) S,F

471530 S,lil i) to Pre - Sit Rep no change481553
Pro U to Iro -Sit Rcp no change, C1 (20 155548) S,F,M

491603
Two to re'd * HST on air strip,501623 S,F,Tgoordinate night defenses.
SU to ire - Submit plans for night activities

511655 S,Fwith 1800 Sit Rep
Iro D) to Pre - All positions remain SAMC, no

521701 S,F
onemy contact, night work will start soon

S,FIro B to lre - Sit Rep no change531702
Irc D to Ire - One WIA F 4772. From booby trap,

541752 S,F,S-1Not serious. livac to BAS AM
S,F,TFras Order #1 to upO 303-66551805

DECLASSIFIED
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STAFF JOURNAL 
OPERATION ORANGE 

010700 - 020700 Apr 1966 

lliC1DENT 
Pil D to Fl'G - Night Patrol. 
Pre to at - Speoial Sit Rep #'3. 
P~e to St -Night aotivities. 
Pr0 D, Pil D to Pre - Sit Rep no oontaot. 
rre D, Pil D to Pre - No enemy contact. 
p~~ D to Pre - D-3-O departed. 
Pre D to Pre - Pre D-1...B, D-2-B tleptU'ted. 
Vre D to Pre - Sit Rep nO enemy oontact. 
Pil D to Pre - Sit Rep no enemy oontact. 
Pre D to Pre - Pre D_2-A, D-~-C departed. 
Pre D to Pre - l're D-2..A at okpt 1. 

3-120 
18 Apr 1966 

AOTION TIDl-"i --.-_._--,.-
S,F,M 
S,F 
S,F 
S,F 
S,F 
S,F 
S,F 
S,F 
S,F 
S,F 
5,F 

Pre to Pre D, Pll D - Ref' my FragO 1-66 
to 0p0 30}-66, ohange text under instruotions 
to I"re ?11 to read "Do not cross Bridge 
prior to 0700. It Info St. 
Pre D to Pre -llre D-3-C at okpt 1, Pre 

S,F,C 

I'-)-O at ckpt 1. S,F 
:":c', D, l'H D, Pre B to Pre - Pre 1>-2-A at 
cl~i 2, all units no enemy contact, into St. s,r,c 
Ire to at -. Speoial Sit Rep #=3. S,F ,C 
:I.'U D to Pre - Sit Rep no ohange. S,F 
Pre D to Pre - 51 t Rep no change. S,F 
Ripe ~e6oh B-2 to Pre - Sit Rep no ohange. S,F 
PTe D to Pre - D-2-.A at ckpt 3. S ,F 
P~'Q D to ITe - Sit Rep no ohange. S ,F 
Pi.:!.. D to ?re - Sit Rep no ohange. S ,F 
Pre D to Pre - Pre D-1-A has returned. Srr 
R1pe Peach B to Pre - Sit Rep no ohange. S,F 
Pre D to Pre - Pre D-2-A a.t ck,t 4 , Sit 
Rep same. S ,F 
}':i.l D to t're - Sit Rep no ohange. S~F 
f:::-e D to r"~'8 - D-3-C at ckpt 2. fJ~f" 
Pre D to l>I'G ... D-2-A has retuTned. S (>: 
1':'-1 D to Prq - Sit Rep no encI1Y oon"t;aG1';d D y/ 
l:re D to Pre - D •. ~ -0 at okpt :5. S ,i 
Pre D to l're - 1).....j-O returned. S,;!' 
?-"8 1) to Pre - D-'2-0 returned. S ~F 
l"J'0 D to Pre - S1 t Rep no enemy contacto ~;: '.' 
Pre to at - Speoial Sit Rep '4. ~) ,F 
Prn ;) to Pre - pm. 8,1' 
:;':'il D to Pre - S1 t Rep - Front lines 
(ZC 1:)3513) to (zc 143533) to (ZC 146538), 
C:;.' no chu.'1gu. !To enemy oontaot. S ,:. ::£.~ 
:':'].'0 D to l?re - Sit Rep no change. S,F 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL
STAFF JOURNAL

3120OPERATION ORANGE
18 Apr 1966

010700 - 020700 Apr 1966

ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN

S,F,MPil D to Pre - Night Patrol.561809 S,FPre to St - Special Sit Rep #3.
571835 S,FPre to St - Night activities.581840

Pra D, Pil D to Pre - Sit Rep no contact. S,F
591905

Pre I, Pil D to Pre - No enemy contact. S,F
602000 S,FPro D to Pre - D-3-C departed.612005

Pre D to Pre - Pre D-1-B, D-2-B departed. S,F
622015

Pre D to Pre - Sit Rep no enemy contact. S,F
632100

Pil D to Pre - Sit Rep no enemy contact. S,F
642100

Pre D to Pre - Pre D-2-A, D-3-C departed. S,F
652102 S,FPre D to Pre - Pre D-2-A at ckpt 1.662121

Pre to Pre D, Pil D - Ref my FragO 1-66
672130

to OpO 303-66, change text under instructions

to Pre Pil to read "Do not cross Bridge
S,F,C

prior to 0700." Info St.

Pre D to Pre - Pre D-3-C at ckpt 1, Pre
682131 S,F

I-3-C at ckpt 1.

Par D, Pil D, Pre B to Pre - Pre D-2-A at
692300

olipt 2, all units no enemy contact, into St. S,F,C
S,F,CIre to St - Special Sit Rep #3.702345 S,FIil D to Pre - Sit Rep no change.712355 S,FPre D to Pre - Sit Rep no change.722355

Ripe Peach B-2 to Pre - Sit Rep no change. S,F
730005 S,FPre D to Pre - D-2-A at ckpt 3.740025 S,FPro D to Pre - Sit Rep no change.750045 S,FPil D to Pre - Sit Rep no change.760045 S,FPre D to Pre - Pre D-1-A has returned.
770053 S,F

Ripe Peach B to Pre - Sit Rep no change.
780100

Pre D to Pre - Pre D-2-A at okpt 4, Sit
790145 S,F

Rep same.
S.FPil D to Pre - Sit Rep no change.SO0153 S.F

Pre D to Pre - D-3-C at ckpt 2.810204 S.Pre D to Pre - D-2-A has returned.8202 0,00
Pil D to Pre - Sit Rep no enemy contact.

S3 S,FPre D to Pre - D-.3-C at okpt 3.84 S,FPre D to Pre - D->-C returned.SE S.F
Pre D to Pre - D-2-C returned.86 3,7
Pro D to Pre - Sit Rep no enemy contact.

870401 S,FPre to St - Special Sit Rep #4.890507 S,FPre D to Pre - PDS.8°0646
Fil D to Pre - Sit Rep - Front lines

gr0655
(zc 123513) to (zc 143533) to (ZC 148538),

S,C no change. No enemy contact.
S,FPre D to Pre - Sit Rep no change.910658

UNCLASSIFIED
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020'700 - 030700 Apr 1966 

INOI@'l' 

~e B to '~;l'e .'Haye landed. encountered '..,.1 8/t1Ii.,. tire. ' 
Pre to'St - Pre B has landed, ~oountered 
amall em. fire. I ~ •• , 

'Pre D to Pre .. Pre ~ moving. Pre D-2-0 

;120 
18 Apr 1966 

ACTION TAigi 
< 

S,F 

S,F 

moving "to airlie1d a.aeeut-iV_ 8,F 

PU D to Pre - Ne" OF eoord (ZC 15';5'4). a,F,M 
he 13 to Pre - En~ eontsct - 4- auto, 
vptlS (ZC a>2542) (3I'd P1t). . ' S,F 
Pi1 D to Pre, ~ Pm. 8,F . 

Pil D ~o P1'8"';' 5i t Rep - Front lin .. 
(Zc 1~e'1e) to (ZC 1415,e) to (ZC 14853e). 
CP no ohang6 -,1st Plt moving to bloak 

po ai tion.~ : S,F,M 

Pre D to Pre - 81 t Rep - No 8lleID7 8f)ntaot • 
D.1..;s will oheek ar.a napflll,med ;reeterda;y. 

»-2-' will oh.~ cave., vioinity (Zo 160548)~ 
n.z-G 1. at Ripe Peaoh » po.ition. S,F,M 

Pre teSt - Sit Rep. S,F,O 
Pre B to Pre .S1t Rep, OBI ReP. S,FtH 

Pil D to Pre - Sit Rep. . 8,F,M 
Pre to Pll D ... hag Order 2-66 to OpO 

303~6. S,F,H 

Stto Pre - In8tructionl ooncerning bridge 
request. " S,F 
Pre to St. ~ Pre B Sit Rep. S,F,e 

Pre B-6 to Pr'e ... ;itequ,eat to run air • trikes, 

.oord (ZO 190545) (populatJeduea). S,F,. 

Ripe FeaGh B to Pre - V(XI w/booby trap 48'rioel 
tcun. at bridge (ZC14853S). S,F 

he to' at - Be advind Pre B was grant ell 
~pt'Ovalto eonduot ail' strike on hamlet 
(ZO 190545), . 5,F,O 

Pre 15 to h«t .. bent linea (ZC 19454·1) and 

(ze 1935t2). CP 'no ohange •. '.2 VO wounded, a,F,H 

fleeing ZC 208542),1 VOXIA (ZC 106542). 
Pre to' at -:Pil 'D..3. blooking (ZC 157530). 
Pre B CP ibplaoing. Pre B reoeiving 
aporadi. swl. aft2I tire in hamlet (ZO 2(0543). Sfi' 

PU D to Pre ' ... Sending troops to (ZO 15(548) 
to oheek bn'lft1per tiretrom that area. S,F,' 
Pre B' to Pre -Plat pinned dQwn by tire 
at (Zo 190545). ~p.mcving to oheek 
Tillage. 

;~:~US$~~~~W I 
.. e.,.p. 
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020700 - 030700 Apr 1966

ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN
Pre B to Pre - Have landed, encountered

1,0705 S,Fsgall arms fire.

Pre to 'St - Pre B has landed, encountered20707 S,Fsmall arms fire.
Pre D to Pre - Pre D-3 moving. Pre D-2-C

30718 S,F
moving to airfield as security.
Pil D to Pre - New CP word (zc 153534). S,F,M

40723
Pre B to Pre - Enemy contact - 4 auto,50743 S,F
wpns (zc 202542) (3rd Plt).

S,FPil D to Pre - PDS.60743
Pil D to Pre - Sit Rep - Front lines

70800
(zc 138518) to (zc 141530) to (zc 148538).

CP no change - 1st Plt moving to block
S,F,M

position.
Pre D to Pre - Sit Rep - No enemy contacts80810
D-1-B will check area napalmed yesterday.
D-2-A will check oaves vicinity (zc 160548).

S,F,M
D-2-C is at Ripe Peach B position.

S,F,CPre to St - Sit Rep.80830 S,F,MPre B to Pre - Sit Rep, Cas Rep.100915 S,F,MPil D to Pre - Sit Rep.140916
Pre to Pil D - Frag Order 2-66 to OpO120922 S,F,M
303-66.
St to Pre - Instructions concerning bridge130924 S,F
request. S,F,CPre to St - Pre B Sit Rep.140937
Pre B-6 to Pre - Request to run air strikes

150940 S,F,coord (zc 190545) (populated area).

Ripe Peach B to Pre - VCS w/booby trap devices
16945 S,Ffound at bridge (zc 148538).

Pre to St - Be advised Pre B was granted190950
approval to conduct air strike on hamlet 1

S,F,C
(zc 190545).
Pre B to Pre - Front lines (zc 194547) and

180950
(zc 193542). CP no change. 2 VC wounded, S,F,M

fleeing (zc 208542); 1 VC KIA (ZC 208542):

Pre to St - Pil Da3 blooking (zc 157530).
190954

Pre B CP displacing. Pre B receiving

sporadis small arms fire in hamlet (zc 200543). S,F

Pil D to Pre - Sending troops to (zc 150548)
1005 20

S,F,0to check on miper fire from that area.

Pre B to Pre - Plat pinned down by fire211015
at (ZO 190545). Troops moving to check

S,F,Q
village.
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INOIDENT 

~ , , Pre D· to Pre """ Pre ~ r~;;ei ved eniper 

• ,,120 
18 Apr 1966 

I, " 

ACTION TAKEN 

""'. , fire at (ZC 171547). D4...A. now,oheoking. 
· Pre' ~2"';':sI is 'at {ZO 147546)11 " S,F,M 

· P11 D to ~e - Contaotill8 Pre D ooord 
· . (00 '1-~47r: to village- (Ul 145546). ~ 

• 2'4· 

25 

26 
'27 

28 

. Pre ,"&,·pt.'e·l) - ,MoVe- your. 'troops baok to 

,1(11).1' s9'o'for '-rP0lli:v:illa.ge .. 
at to Pre - Req. re-evaluate request £01' 

bridging, , 
Disragard bridge material req. 
Pl1 D to pre- Moving out .. village 

ooord'(ZC 145548). ' \ " _ 

S,F 

S,F,M 

s,r 
S,F 

S,F,M 

Pre D to Pre - Pre D-2-A oheoking man in 
boat on river (ZC 1555,46).. S,F 

29: '.1" 'SpeoPor to Pre - 6 A,mer, 2 LLDB, 20 Nl.(NG, 

. 3. il1teI1> digging in lAong river bank. All 

, 'dres'sed'ill ·camo''Ut'iUties. . ... S,F,T 

30 

31 
o,! 

3~ 
. ,. .~ 

33 
34 

'PH D to· tare '-1\11 D in Vil.lage ooord 

(ZC 145548),"no ·VQ in. eight, .. , S,F,M 

• Pre Dto Pre'';' Pre .• ~-2 back in Pre D ~ 
:position. :'"\,_''"'- ," ., S,F,M .. ,-, 

· Pre' D to' Pre ~. St ~ Rep - po ,~nemy ooptaot. ' t' 

Pre D-2 has returned to .~. . \ S-,F,M 

. '~ 'Pre toSt;t.&. ~d.al. Sit' ne:p #5. S,F 

Pi1 D to Pre - Front Unes(ZC 145548) to 
(ZC'1475";) to (ZC 154535) ~to' (ZC 15~530).; 

'f, ., 

CP location·(ZC 145548), Completed;searoh 

'~;I;I: of village '(ZC 1-48548).. S,F,M 

.I' Pre D' to Pre ,.. 15 personnel moVing north 
t'rom(ZC 140555).·~· " s,r 
Pre :B to Pre:- Front lines (ZC 1965£1-?) to 

(ZC 19'549~'lf' Reoeived .light & hea. MG 
fire and mortar t'~~e." ' S,F ,M,Reg' t 

36 

P·il·D to' Pre - Semi .. automa:tjio and automatio 

fi-re.from either .(ze '38555) or (ZC139556) • 
Firing at AO~' Req. AO to'st~ on station. S,F . . ." 

.' . 
PUD to p~ -: Have searohed villaga at 
GS (ZC 1454)~ Req .. p.~r¢.8sion to tull Plt 

. out rt3rt'ira'mission," - • S,F 

,'9 .' !. "Ro'I!(iilont 'K to .Pre, - St>otted, pOBS. ~ortart.,. 

-,. . nr:emplaOemen;,(ZC 190542)'to (ZC 1~4')' . 
"'404J 

. Saw' 1 va WIA b9ing oarried to hou~ 
(ZC 192543). • \~': ' . . 

, . 
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ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN
Pre D to Pre -Pre D-3 received sniper221040
fire at (zc 171547). D-3-A now, checking.

S,F,MPre -2-B is at (zc 147548).
Pil D to Pre - Contacting Pre D ooord

231110 S,F
(zc 1435477 to village (20 145548).

Pre to Pre D - ,Move your troops back to
241114 S,F,M

your sector from village.
St to Pre - Req. re-evaluate request for

251118 S,F
bridging.

S,F
Disregard bridge material req.261120
Pil D to Pre - Moving out village271126 S,F,M
coord (zc 145548).
Pre D to Pre - Pre D-2-A checking man in

281140 S,Fboat on river (zc 155546).

SpecFor to Pre - 6 Amer, 2 LLDB, 20 NUNG,
291148

3 interp digging in along river bank. All
1S,F,T

dressed in camo utilities.
Pil D to Pre - Bil D in village coord

301150 S,F,M
(zc 145548), no VC in sight.
Pre D to Pre - Pre D-2 back in Pre D

:311150 S,F,M
position.
Pre D to Pre - Sit Rep - no enemy contact.321200 S,F,MPre D-2 has returned to CP.

S,FPre to St to Special Sit Rep #5.331,200
Pil D to Pre - Front lines (ZC 145548) to

341205
(zc 147537) to (zc 154535) to (zc 156530).
CP location (zc 145548). Completed search

S,F,M
of village (ZC 148548).
Pre D to Pre - 15 personnel moving north

351208 S,F
from (zc 140555)
Pre B to Pre. - Front lines (ZC 196542) to

361212
(zc 193549). Received light & heav MG

S,F,M,Reg'tfire and mortar fire.
Pir D to Pre - Semi-automatic and automatic

371225
fire from either (zc 138555) or (zc 139556).

Firing at AO; Req. AO to stay on station. S,F

Pil D to Pre - Have searched village at
381225

GS (zc 1454) Req. permission to pull Plt
S,F

out for fire mission,
Rosemont K to Pre - Spotted poss. mortar,

392307,
MG emplacement (zc 196542) to (zc 193549)*

Saw 1 VC WIA being carried to house
S,F

(zc 192543)
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020100 - 0;0700 Apr 1·966 

INCIDENT 
Pre D. to Pre - ~1 ~ tound one VO harbor 

8i tel Found one b~ 2O%5q. it. oc~pied 
wi thin last 12 hre'. a:t (ZC 1'956j). De--
. stroyed ~ild1ng. - . , 
'Pre D to Pre - Observed 2 rde WP at ~oord 

(ZC 140558). 

3120 
18 Apr 1966 

ACTION TAKEN 

S,i 

S,i 

S,F 

1300 . 

he D t9 l're - Ha.ve observed 10 t'eople 
moving around vill1l86 (ZC 139558). Have 

requested artillery. 
43· .,. 1'11 D. to l"re - Have sbo.t sniper out ot 

44 ' 

45 

1310 : 

1,11 . 47 

49 

1350 50 

1400 51 

1310-1340 NO!'E 52 
1345 NOTE 53 

1405 54 

1411 55 

tree (ze 143553). Req. permission to 
oroSB river to reooverbody. . 
Pre D to Pre - 61 t Rep all quiet - no 

S,F 

, oh~. . . S,F 

Pre 3 . to ?11 D .., Pre 6 direots you to have 

one Vlt prepared to join Ylt at blocking 
)Osition to ,be launohed at major objeotive 
assigned blooking Plt. s,r 
1.'11 Dto Pre - ReC)eivad approximately 10 

rds diper fire ·from (ZC 137553). Request 
to eweep village (ZC 135') with one Plt. S,F 

Pre D to Pre - 10 VC reported earlier ere 
still in area, firing at 1)11 D from coord 
(ZC 14(556).. .... 
Pj.1Dto }l're ~ 51 t Rep - Frotit lines at 

(~c 144549) t~ (ZC 148538) to (ZC 154535) 
to I(ZC 156530}. Cl:' (ZC 148538). 4 ves 
at (ZC 156530). 
Pre D to Pre - Rosemont A reports VO Sqd 
at (ZC 14055~). Pil D troops 100 yds 

trom them. They are cEllIlouf'laged and try-

ing to avoid observation by AO. . 
Pre to Pre 14 -·Need oopters to lift 150 
troops from Pi1 D across river to blo~ 

S,F 

S,F 

S,F 

f'or·Pre B. S,F,14 

Pre tp 1'11 D. -. Stand by to be lifted aoross 

SONG VU GIA to rJ:~inf'orce 10ur blook. S,F 
Gen. ENGLISH visited Bn CPo S,F,O 

Or l, Or 6 vieited Pre CP. s,r,c 
Pre to Pil D "':. ~Te Co. to LZ behind blook­
ingposition. !'bve IrE from (ZC 165528) 
through villages, make oontaot w/2re B. 
Stay olear 'of DUe THINH. Coptus will lift 

, you tram (ZO 155528) as soon as a.vailable. S,F,T 

Pre D to 1"re- Intend to send SCld to 
village (ZC 145548) to prevent re-entry of 

..... , U-"~©---U-$$-~W~~~ID)-IJ} S,F 
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ACTION TAKENINCIDENTSEROUTIN
Pre D to Pre - D-1-B found one VC harbor

401245
site. Found one bldg 20x50 ft. occupied
within last 12 hrs. at (zc 159563). Do

S,F
stroyed building.
Pre D to Pre - Observed 2 rds WP at coord

411248 S,F
(zc 140558).
Pre D to Pre - Have observed 10 people421255
moving around village (zc 139558). Have

S,F
requested artillery.
Pil D to Pre - Have shot sniper out of

431300
tree (zc 143553). Req. permission to

S,Fcross river to recover body.
Pre D to Pre - Sit Rep all quiet - no

441303 S,F
change.
Pre 3 to Pil D - Pre 6 directs you to have

451340
one Plt prepared to join P1t at blocking

position to be launched at major objective
S,F

assigned blocking Plt.
Pil D to Pre - Received approximately 10

461310
rds sniper fire from (zc 137553). Request

S,Fto sweep village (zc 1355) with one Plt.

Pre D to Pre - 10 VC reported earlier are
471311

still in area, firing at l'il D from coord
S,F

(zc 140556).
Pil D to Pre - Sit Rep - Front lines at

481315
(ZC 144549) to (2C 148538) to (2C 154535)
to (zc 156530). CP (zc 148538). 4 VCS

S,Fat (zc 156530).
Pre D to Pre - Rosemont A reports VC Sqd

491320
at (2C 140552). Pil D troops 100 yds

from them. They are camouflaged and try-
S,F

ing to avoid observation by AO.

Pre to Pre 14 - Need copters to lift 150
501350

troops from Pil D across river to block
S,F,14for Pre B.

Pre tp Pil D. - Stand by to be lifted across
511400 S,FSONG VU GIA to reinforce your block.

S,F,CGen. ENGLISH visited Bn CP.
52NOTE1310-1340 S,F,CCr 3, Cr 6 visited Pre CP.
53NOTE1345

Pre to Pil D - Move Co. to LZ behind block-
541405

ing position. Move NE from (zc 165528)

through villages, make contact w/Pre B.

Stay clear of DUC THINH. Copters will lift

you from (ZC 155528) as soon as available. S,F,T

Pre D to Pre - Intend to send Sqd to
551411

village (zc 145548) to prevent re-entry of
S,FVO
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1455 NOO'E: 6} 

1504 64 
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1540 67 

1550 ~e 

1552 ~9: 
1640 70 

1607 10 .. 

DECLASSIFIED 

STAFF JOURNAL· 

OPERAT!ON ORANGE 

020700 - 0,0100 Apr 1966, 

INCIDENT 

• 
;120 
18 Apr 1966 

ACTION TAKEN 

. Pre D to 17re' - Sit Repho enemy oontact. S,F 

j;)il D to 17e- 3 VO ICIJl. (ZC 1355). Bodies 

no't recovered' due to wa.ter hazard. Aotion 

took place apProximately 02,,10H. S,F 

Pre D to 'h'e - 4 VO in rioe paddy ooord 

(zc 144559), moving 1n di'amond formation. S,F,.AO 

Copters lifted ott trom ~re CP to lift 

P11 D to blook position, then Will evao 

Pre :B oasualties. 5,F 

~re 6 'to Pre - Relay to St 6 - ~re 6 re­

quested Reg't Reserve Co. trom Swain. 

PH ,:0 to i're - Lifting off to reinforoe 
s,F,e 

block. 
S,P 

at 6 to St - Pre Will use 2 00' s. searoh 

end 'destroy DONG PHUOC (1), south ot river. 

Req. the 2 hr. a.le:l:t 00. from Swa.in be 

oommitted ASiS' fQr Pre OPOON. Get 14 to 

to Bet up lift and. land Swain Co. on LZ 

(ZC 1495}a). LZ secure, aok. reoeipt 

(oris. msg retained by,8t6,). S ,F,C 

til D to l'>re - Pil D lift to (ZC 156530) 

oomplete. 
Pre D to 1>re - S1 t Rep no change. 

Pre B located (ZC 1905'5). 
St to' Pre - Haq. baokground info leading 

to present situation. 
l"n D to llre .. If we are to make physical 

contact w/Pre ,B we oan' t block DUC TOO to 

S,F,C , , 
S,F 
S,F,M 

S,F 

the southwest. S,F 

St to Pre - Swain will lift from Hill 55 
at 021700H. 

S ,F 

St to Pre - Shove 6 req. Situa.tion ASAP. S,F 

Pre'W-Sport to Pre ... Seo •. of 81 '8 from 

l'il D is airborne, on wa.y to l)re B position 

(ZC 190535). Arrived 1655,' S,F 

~re to St • ,At 021212 ?re B enoountered 

morta.r fire, heavy auto wpns fire from ham­

let (ZC 19454'5). One t>lt pinned down. 

kir strike & arty fire silenoed enemy mortar 

fire. 'However, small arms fire continued~ 

PreB oontinued. advanoe, however, it was not 

expected to advanoe beyoD,d (ZC 180540) 

prior' to darkness. l?tlD(-J was hellli:f'ted 

to join Fil D at blook position (ZC 157530) 

at 0214'7, toattaok·from that point to NE 
, 

, 
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DECLASSIFIED 
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020700 - 030700 Apr 1966

ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN

S,FPre D to Pre - Sit Rep no enemy contact.
561412

Pil D to Pre - 3 VC KIA (zc 1355). Bodies
571417

not recovered due to water hazard. Action
S,F

took place approximately 021310H.
Pre D to Pre - 4 VC in rice paddy coord

58 S,F,AO1422
(zc 144559), moving in diamond formation.

Copters lifted off from Pre CP to lift
59NOTE1432

Pil D to block position, then will evao
S,F

Pre B casualties.
Pre 6 to Pre - Relay to St 6 - Pre 6 re-

60 S,F,C1437
quested Reg't Reserve Co. from Swain.

Pil D to Pre - Lifting off to reinforce
61 S,F1437

block.
St 6 to St - Pre will use 2 Co's. search

621456
and destroy DONG PHUOC (1), south of river.

Req. the 2 hr. alett Co. from Swain be

committed ASAP for Pre OPCON. Get 14 to

to set up lift and. land Swain Co. on LZ

(zc 149538). LZ secure, ack. receipt
S,F,C

(orig. mag retained by $66).

Pil D to Pre - Pil D lift to (ZC 156530)
1455 NOTE 63 S,F,C

complete. S,F
Pre D to Pre - Sit Rep no change.

64 S,F,M1504 Pre B located (zc 190535).65NOTE
St to Pre - Req. background info leading

66 S,F1520
to present situation.
Pil D to Pre - If we are to make physical

671540
contact w/l're B we can' block DUC TINH to

S,F
the southwest.
St to Pre - Swain will lift from Hill 55

68 S,F1550 1at 021700H. S,F
St to Pre - Shove 6 req. Situation ASAP.

691552 Pre W-Sport to Pre - Sec. of 81's from
70

Pil D is airborne, on way to Pre B position1640
S,F

(zc 190535). Arrived 1655.

Pre to St - At 021212 Pre B encountered
70

mortar fire, heavy auto wpns fire from ham-1607

let (zc 194545). One Plt pinned down.

Air strike & arty fire silenced enemy mortar

fire. However, small arms fire continued.

Pre B continued advance, however, it was not

expected to advance beyond (zc 180540)

prior to darkness. Pil D(-) was helilifted

to join Pil D at block position (zc 157530)

at 021437, to attack from that point to NE
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3-120 
18 Apr 1966 

MTION TiJCEN 

~Oonlt md ,make physioal contaotw/l"re B •. With 

:, 2 00 I $. oommi tted to' south bank of soim vu GIA, 

., 1~9 required 1 additional rifle Co. to 
m81ntain Security fbr'&irfield and ~er W. S,F,e 

Pre D_Z reoei~srliper fire from village .' 71. 

, ' 

72 

74 

-75, 

76 
77. 

. at (ZC 1405'8). S,F 

?il D to ~re - Contaot w/en~ ooord 

(~C 17~"4). S,F 
Pi! D' to l"re - Have 6 WU, and 1 V 0 WIA 
at (ze 160530h ' 
l)re to St - l)il D has enootmtered heaVY' 
small arms fire (ZC 160530). 
l"re to i!re D - D-3 report', to Pre B, as; 

S,F,S.1 

S,F 

seoUri:ty tor ~ ROC. D-1 will re-join you. S,F,T 

Pre to St - Spot Report. S,F,e 
St to Pre - Need est. VO KIA due to air 

~~d ~rty. Report-all YO oas. realistioally. 
, l~ll,' C8B. must be reportod. Need ii1!'o. from 

Pre 1 on oasual ties. S,F 

1>i1 n to l)re - Engaged 20-30> VC, 1 VO KI,\, 

,-'~1'1' 1 VO WIA., 1 ves, 1 !?pting£:l,eld rifle M-1903 

, ,,' oaptu"l'ed (ZO 169530). _, S,F 
'79 
80 
81 

82 6, 
84 
85 

66 
87 

88 

89 

'Warehouse::a is landing a.t airstrip, S,F,M 

Pre b to Pre - D-2 is at (ZO 162546). S,F,M 

r~'el B to l're - Confirmed 6 VO KIA, 10 ve 
',W'!J\, 2 vee, mmyother enemy Ol?811alties by 

'air and arty.. S,F 

Pre to St -,Sp'ecial Sit Rep #6. s,F,e 
l're D fu Pre - Spot Rep (ve sni:per KIA). S ,F " 

l)re to St -Spot R;;)p (Entry:Jf83)' S,F,O' 

Pre D ,to l're - D-1 now at 01'. D-2-B to 

join D-2-.lIo, 
Warehbuse~ 01' (ZC 16154'). 

, St to J?l:'Q - Can Special Foroes exeoute 
drops and lifts tomorrow as scheduled? 
rre D to l're - D-1...JI.1l.mrush (ZC 160548)­

from 02WOO to O~0100H. D-1-C .Ambush at 

(ZC 151555) from 022100-o30300H. 

S,F,M 
S,F,M 

S,F 

S,F 
Whee I to 11re - In poe! tion at 1955 from 

'~ZO 158540) to (ZC 110544). S,F 
1 re to St .... 61 t Rep. , , . S ,F 

1)11 D to 1"1'e - 8i t Rep no change, S ,F 

Vre D to Pre. M D-1~.has left th,is position. B,F 

Pre D to l~re - No ohange. ' S,F 

5 
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ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN

70ACon't and make physical contact w/Pre B. With

2 Co's. committed to south bank of SONG VU GIA,

Pre required 1 additional rifle Co. to

maintain security for airfield and Per W. S,F,C

Pre D-2 receiving sniper fire from village711642 S,F
at (zc 140538).
Pil D to Pre - Contact w/enemy coord

721602 S,F
(zc 173534).
Pil D to Pre - Have 6 WIA and 1 VC WIA

731630 S,F,S-1at (ZC 160530).
Pre to St - Pil D has encountered heavy

741641 S,Fsmall arms fire (zc 160530).
Pre to Pre D - D-3 report to Ire B as

751644
security for L8 ROC. D-1 will re-join you. S,F,T

S,F,CPre to St - Spot Report.761650
St to Pre - Need est. VC KIA due to air

771711
and arty. Report all yo cas, realistically.

All cas. must be reported. Need info. from
S,F

Pre 1 on casualties.
Pil D to Pre - Engaged 20-30 VC, 1 VC KIA,

781714
1 VC WIA, 1 VCS, 1 Springfield rifle M-1903

S,F
`oaptured (ZC 169530).

S,F,M
Warehouse I is landing at airstrip.

79NOTE1720 S,F,MPre D to Pre - D-2 is at (ZC 162546).
801732

Pre B to Pre - Confirmed 6 VC KIA, 10 VC
811745

WIA, 2 VCC, many other enemy casualties by
S,F

air and arty. S,F,CPre to St - Special Sit Rep #6.
821810

Pre D to Pre - Spot Rep (VC sniper KIA). S,F
831824 S,F,CPre to St - Spot Rep (Entry #83).841835

Fre D to Pre - D-1 now at CP. D-2-B to
85 S,F,M1845

join D-2-4.
S,F,MWarehouse A CP (zc 161543).861915

St to Pre - Can Special Forces execute
87 S,F1940

drops and lifts tomorrow as scheduled?

Pre D to Pre - D-1-1 Ambush (zc 160548)
881952

from 022000 to 030100H. D-1-C Ambush at
S,F

(zc 151555) from 022100-030300H.
Whse I to l're - In position at 1955 from

89 S,F2005
(zc 158540) to (zc 170544).

S,FPre to St - Sit Rep.902023 S,F
Pil D to Pre - Sit Rep no change.

91
Pre D to Pre - D-1-A has left this position. S,F2025

92 S,F2050
Fre D to I're $ No change.932103

5
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STAFF JOURNil.L 
0: 'ER.ATION ORJiliGE 3120 

020700 -030700 J'pr 1966 18 Apr 1966 

.m OUT m INCIDENT J1.CTION TJlXEN 
,'", 

~ ': 

2125 94- St 6 to Pre 6 - Free; Order •. e,F 

21~O 95 Pre D to Pre - l're D-1..q has departed. S,F 

21'7 96 .. I're to Pll .D - '4.18stiori on Oas. report. S,F 
2200 . 9'7 Pre to at ~ Reoap on rre B aotion from " C" 

0212'00-021630. ' S,F \:~ 

2235 9S Pre D to Pre. Sit ~ep' no enemy oontaot. S,F 

2230 99 Pre to St ~ sit Rep .Pl1 D and Pre B 

Front lines •. S,F,M 

~10 100 1'11 D to I"re .. 61 t Rep no ohange. 6,F . ':",'~ 

23Z7 101 Pre to at - Air dro)s end air lifts, 
'." 

soheduled 1m' ('~ Apr oan prooeed as 
soheduled. ' S,F,C 

2}42' 102 St to" Pre - Do you still have oonta.ot with 

YO? 1. there is anfsma.ll arms fire? Give 
coord. and est. VO strenith.. Request Spot 

. Report.' S ,F 

2352 10, ,St to ~re - Vertfy ooord 'of Pil D-2~ 
J.ppears line is too, extensive. Verify coord r·.IJ:~·~ 

of PH D~. Seems to be too far west, vj 
What is present disposition of l're B and ' , 

'\ " S,F 
"'-'I'r 

}re D-3? 
:-,' 

0100 104 ?re to ~t_No ene~ oontaot. VO oooupy 

same position they did earlier tod~. Pre B ..,......,.,~.,.-.~,.-.-

front line position, B-1 and B-3 from ooord 

~zc 188534~ to {ZC 1935}1~' Pre D-3 
zc 192549 to (ZC 191546·. Pre B-2 on 

patrol towards hamlet of NGOC KIN.r(2). S,F 

0100 105 Pre D to Pre - l)re D.1~ is back at CP. S,F 

0130 106 l~re to at - Speoial Sit' Rep #7. S,F 

0140 101 l're B to Pre - l>re B-2 raoei ved rortar 
. fire while adveJloing towards NGOC KINH(2). -1 

No friendl) oas, w1thqrawn back to vio. 

(zo 195548,' 7 ~;ri'es~ 1 M-60 M} un-
S,F accounted for at this t e. 

0150 108 Fre to Pre.B, 1'il Di' rre D, Whee 1, Relay I 

to at ... Frag Qrdor 4..66 to OpO 303-66. s,F,e. 

0227 109 Pre to St • Pre B-2 received incoming mor-
tars While advancing towards NGOC KINH(2). 
No friendly oasualties. Withdrew to 
biooking foroe (ZC 195548). S,F,M 

OZ4~ 110 l"re D to Pre ... D-1'·0 returned. S,F 

0258 111 Pre D to l're - No enemy oontaot. S,F 

0300 112 Pil D, Whee II ?re B - No enemy oontaot. S,F,C 

0410 11; St, to l"Te - Is Pre D north or south of 

.... H'" ... ~ river? S,F 
"'*"'.,.t., .... , ... 

6 CONFIDENTIAL .. 
.. il. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED
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020700 - 030700 Apr 1966

ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN

S,F
St 6 to Pre 6 - Freg Order.942125 S,FPre D to Fre - Pre D-1-C has departed.952130 S,F
Pre to Pil D - Question on Cas. report.962137
Pre to St - Recap on Pre B action from

972200 S,F
021200-021630.

S,FPre D to Pre - Sit Rep no enemy contact.
982235

Pre to St - Sit Rep - Pil D and Pre B
992230 S,F,M

Front lines.
S,F

Pil D to Pre - Sit Rep no change.1002310
Pre to St - Air drops and air lifts

1012327
scheduled for (3 Apr) can proceed as

S,F,C
scheduled.
St to-Pre - Do you still have contact with

1022342
VC? Is there is any small arms fire? Give

coord and est. VC strength. Request Spot
S,F

Report.
St to Pre - Verify goord of Pil D-2.

1032352
Appears line is too extensive. Verify coord

of Pil D-3. Seems to be too far west.

What is present disposition of Pre B and
S,F

Pre D-3?
Pre to St - No enemy contact. VC occupy

1040100
same position they did earlier today. Pre B

front line position, B-1 and B-3 from coord

(ZC 188534) to (zc 193531). Pre D-3

(zc 192549) to (ZC 197546). Pre B-2 on
S,F

patrol towards hamlet of NGOC KINK(2).
S,F

Pre D to Pre - Pre D-1-A is back at CP.
105 S,F0100

Pre to St - Special Sit Rep #7.
1060130

Pre B to Pre - Pre B-2 received mortar
1107

fire while advancing towards NGOC KINH (2).0140

No friendly cas, withdrawn back to vic.

(zc 195548). 7 Marines + 1 M-60 MG un-
S,F

accounted for at this time.

Pre to Pre B, Til D, Pre D, Whse I, Relay
1080150 S,F,C

to St be Frag Order 4-66 to OpO 303-66.

Pre to St - Pre B-2 received incoming mor-
1090227

tars while advancing towards NGOC KINH (2).

No friendly casualties. Withdrew to
S,F,M

blocking force (zc 195548).
S,F

Pre D to Pre - D-1-C returned.
110 S,F0243 Pre D to I're - No enemy contact.
111 S,F,C0258

Pil D, Whse I, Pre B - No enemy contact.
1120300

St. to Pre - Is Pre D north or south of
113 S,F0410

river?
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CONFlDENTIJ~ 

l! .Q!!! m! 
0425 114 

0440 115 

0440 116 

0452 117 

0520 118 

0525 119 
0555 120 

0602 121 

0630 122 

DECLASSIFIED 

~!n JOURNJ.t 
OPERATION ORANGE 

020700 - 0-,1)700 Apr 1966 

INCIDENT 
Fre D, l"'re », 1'11 D, Whse I to l're - Sit 
Rep no enemy oontaot. 
i'l's B to Pre - Downed helioopter ignited 
b,r inoendiary devioe. 3 persons were 

burned,. Req. emergenoyMed :&tao. 
l?'re to 6t - Spot Report on hit helo. 

3120 
18 l"pr 1966 

ACTION T JU<EN 

s,F,e 

S,F 

Correoted into - not VC inoeBdiary device. S,F,e 
l're B to Pre - B-2 reoei ved 60mm rde from 

village NGOC KINH(2), Area interdioted. 
Morta.r fire suppressed. B-2 searohing area. S,F, C 

Pre B to Pre - Ca.sua1t,y report of burned 
personnel. 
l>re to at - Icoation of Pre D. 
?re to St - Speoial Spot Report #e. 
St to l">re ,- Req. number of mortar rde 
~re B reoeived. Answer - See my Spot 

S,F 
S,F 
S,F 

Report, S~F 

1>11 D to Pre - 1 WUJ 1 KI./\ ooord (ZC 183537). S,F 

7 
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DECLASSIFIED 
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CONFIDENTIAL

STAFF JOURNAL
OPERATION ORANGE 3120

18 Apr 1966020700 - 030700 Apr 1966

ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN
Pre D, Pre B, Pil D, Whse I to Pre - Sit

1140425 S,F,C
Rep no enemy contact.
Pre B to Pre - Downed helicopter ignited

1150440
by incendiary device. 3 persons were

S,Fburned. Req. emergency Med Evac.

Pre to St - Spot Report on hit helo.
1160440

Corrected info - not VC incendiary device. S,F,C

Pre B to Pre - B-2 received 60mm rds from
1170452

village NGOC KINH(2), Area interdicted.

Mortar fire suppressed. B-2 searching area. S,F,C

Pre B to Pre - Casualty report of burned
1180520 S,F

personnel. S,FIre to St - Location of Pre D.
1190525 S,FPre to St - Special Spot Report #8.
1200555

St to Pre - Req. number of mortar rds
1210602

Pre B received. Answer - See my Spot
S.F

Report,
Pil D to Pre - 1 WIA; 1 KIA goord (2C 183537). S,F

1220630

7
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0718 4 

.0722 5 
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0810 .9 

0817 10 

0820 11 

0820 12' 

0825 NOTE n 
0850 14 

0852 15 

0846 16 

0904 17 

0906 18 

DECLASSIFIED 

STAFF JOURNAL 
Ol'ERATION ORANGE . 

0,0'700 ~ 040700 Apr 1966 
3120 
18 Apr 1966 

INOIDENT AC'rION TlI.KEN 

QP'ENED JOURNAL. 
at to Pre - Req. ~~ther' il)io, on burning 

ot helo - extent or ,damage and. how burn 

oEUnla:lt1eS were inou.rred. S,F 

?re D to Pre .. ";' i?re D-1 on: WSi,Y'; to blooking. .' 

Position north of SONG VU GlA. S,F; M 

l"re to St .. 4 men 'nea.;- NGOO·XlNH( 2) fired 

on by Pre B, men returned ·to'village. S,F 

l're to St' - Arty oommenoed tire on DONG 

l')HOUC at 030715H.. S,F 

St to ~re - Speoial Foroes airlift post 
poned. Will give new time when available. S,F 

Sooutdog team attached to l 3/~. S,F 

Shove 6, Crowd 6, Col. DULAOKI arrived at 
rre CPt S,F 

~re B to Pre 2 - Lt MARTIN reports pes sword 

ocmpromised. VO looated in llGOC KINH(2) 
(zo 140545) and 'rAM HIEl' (ZO 194549). Have 

1 :50 cal MG at (zc 194545). VO in blaok 
v/natural oamo in trenohes and ~ll prepe.;t'~!i 
defensive positions. S,F 

Pre to St- Have resumed arty fire on DONG 

l1IUOC. . S,F,C 

~re B to Pre -Sniper attaohed to B just 
killed one ve. S ,F 

,St to ~re .·When situation permits req. 
. additional info oonce~ng burning helo. S,F 

Perm Whiskey rel'Orte seoondary explosion 
in IX>NG PHUOC(2).· s,r 
1>i1 D to Pre - 6i t Rep - Front lines at 
(ze 158528) to (ZC 1705}2) to (ZC 1785;6). 

CP (00 1n534). S,F,M 

Pre to St - 8t sniper killed one ve in l!re 

B area (ZC 1875}7). ' ~e :0-1 at (ZC 163544) 
to (ze 16'1544).' S,F,M 

Pre to st .,; Bo!?it observed at (ze 15853S) 
oro~ei:ng river, taken under fire by Pre 
D-1 trom (ZO 16}S4}). BQat against north 
bank of SONG VU GU. S,F 

I're to St - ~ove 6 at this position, arty 

airli.ft in progress. S,F, 

~re D to ~re - Sit Rep - No enemy oontaot. 
~re 'D-2 1 ves their position. D-1 observed 

8-10 people moving to boat (ZC 156534). If 

they enter boat we are prepared to oonunence 

fire, S,F 
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ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN

OPENED JOURNAL.10700
St to Pre - Req. further info on burning20715
of helo - extent of damage and how burn

S,Fcasualties were incurred.
Pre D to Pre - Pre D-1 on way to blocking

30710 S,F, M
position north of SONG VU GIA.

Pre to St - 4 men near NGOC KINH (2) fired
40718 S,Fon by Pre B, men returned to village.

Pre to St - Arty commenced fire on DONG
50722 S,F

PHOUC at 030715H.
St to Pre - Special Forces airlift post60730
poned. Will give new time when available. S,F

S,FScout dog team attached to I 3/3.7NOTE0758
Shove 6, Crowd 6, Col. DULACKI arrived at

8NOTE0800 S,F
Pre CP.

Pre B to Pre 2 - Lt MARTIN reports pessword90810
compromised. VC located in NGOC KINH (2)

(zc 140545) and TAM HIEP (zc 194549). Have

1 .50 cal MG at (zc 194545). VC in black

w/natural oamo in trenches and well prepared
S,Fdefensive positions.

Pre to St - Have resumed arty fire on DONG
100817 S,F,CPHUOC.

Pre B to Pre - Sniper attached to B just
110820 S,Fkilled one VC.

St to Pre - When situation permits req.120820 S,Fadditional info concerning burning helo.

Perm Whiskey reports secondary explosion13NOTE0825 S,Fin DONG PHUOC (2).
Pil D to Pre - Sit Rep - Front lines at

140850
(zc 158528) to (zc 170532) to (zc 178536).

S,F,MCP (zc 173534).
Pre to St - S+ sniper killed one VC in Pre

150852
B area (zc 187537). Pre D-1 at (zc 163544)

S,F,Mto (zc 161544).
Pre to St - Boat observed at (zc 158538)

160846
crossing river, taken under fire by Pre

D-1 from (zc 163543). Boat against north
S,F

bank of SONG VU GIA.
Pre to St - Shove 6 at this position, arty

170904 S,F,eirlift in progress.
Pre D to Pre - Sit Rep - No enemy contact.

180906
Pre D-2 1 VCS their position. D-1 observed

8-10 people moving to boat (zc 156534). If

they enter boat we are prepared to commence
S,F

fire.

1
UNCLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED



IN -
0915 

0935 

0945 

1025 
1050 
1058 

1118 
1130 

1151 

NOTE Z) 

0915 .. 21 ' 

.22 

24 

0950 25 

1004 26 

1020 27 

NOTE 28 
29 
30 

1056 31 

1100 32 

1104 33 
1108 34 

NOTE 37 

DECLASSIFIED 

firm JOURNAL 
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INCIDENT 

3120 
18 Apr 1966 

LOTION TAKEN 
ll're to 5t - 1'i1-'1). 01' same, l)ll D-1 at 
(ZC '5852a)~ ,~il D-2 (ZC .1'7(552). 1.-'11 
1>-3 (ZO 1785,6). S,F,M 

1 Sqd Eng.' attached to Wh~e ~. S,F 

Pre to 6t - Air -strike delayed, wa.iting 
for F.AC(A) to arrive, Front line pOsitions 

of all units. S,F,O 

5t to Pre - Regards to boat, req,. to know 

damage to boat and va end aqy other pertinent 
info. S,F 

St to ?re - Req,. to know if Ripe l"eaoh B is 

up· on 11-78. '. S,F,Oommo,Rl'B 

l're D to Pre - 4 va orossi!)g rioe paddy, 
5t sniper killed 2 of' them. S,F 

~re to 6t - Air strike oommenoed 030940 on 
DONG 1loooe. '. .. S,F 

l're to 6t - l're 1>-2 has 1 ves a.t their 

position. Pre D-1 observed 8-10 persons 
JllOving toward boat (ZO 156534), S,F 

Vre to· Pil D - Be a.dvised Whee I will be 
landing at your blooking position shortly. 
Rave 111t'there })Tonds LZ seourity and pop 
smoke when oopters err,! vel S ,F 

Whee ,I starting airlift across SONG VU GIA. S,F 
Whee I to Pre - On LZ, preparing to fire arty. S,F 

};'re B to lIre .. Spot Report. 6,F 

St 6 to St - Advise of ETA of additional 
oompany from Swain •. Monroe 6 ~proved this. S,F 

l"re to St - Whee I began heliUft at 

031025. S,F 
l"re to St - Ref. mag 22 and 24. S,F 
Pre to 6t - Whee I at ~, prepared to 
firep..rty. Ref' mag 29,helilift oompleted , 

'0;1050. • ' S,F 

}')re D to i>re. - .. Spot, Report. 6,F 

.' I>re B to 1'1'.'0 - Pre B-2. attempted to recover 

KIA's from yesterdays eot~on. Reoeived .50 
oal. MG and auto 'Wpns fire from vioini ty 
(ZO 194545). B-2 returned to blooking 

position (ZC 199548). Will call arty and 
a.ir inJ ' tore D-1got sniper f'ire vioini ty 

(ZC 145549). 1 USMC WlA. S,F,C 

rre' D, ?il D to ~re - Sit Rep no enemy 
oontaot. S,F 
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1ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN
Pre to St - Pil-D CP same, Pil D-1 at

0906 19
(2C 158528). Pil D-2 (zc 170552). Pil

S,F,M
D-3 (zc 178536). S,F
1 Sqd Eng. attached to Whee I.20NOTE0915
Pre to St - Air strike delayed, waiting

210915
for FAC(A) to arrive. Front line positions

S,F,C
of all units.
St to Pre - Regards to boat, req. to know

220925
damage to boat and VC and any other pertinent

S,F
info.
St to Pre - Req. to know if Ripe Peach B is

23 3,F,Commo,REB0935
up on M-78.
Pre D to Pre - 4 VC crossing rice paddy,240945 S,F
St sniper killed 2 of them.

Pre to St - Air strike commenced 030940 on
250950 S,F

DONG PHUOC.
Pre to St - Pre D-2 has 1 VCS at their

261004
position. Pre D-1 observed 8-10 persons

S,F
moving toward boat (zc 156534).

Pre to Pil D - Be advised Whee I will be
271020

landing at your blocking position shortly.

Have Plt there provide LZ security and pop
S,F

smoke when copters arrive.
Whse I starting airlift across SONG VU GIA. S,F

28NOTE
Whee I to Pre - On LZ, preparing to fire arty. S,F1025

291050 S,F
Pre B to Pre - Spot Report.301058
St 6 to St - Advise of ETA of additional

1056 31
company from Swain. Monroe 6 approved this. S,F

Pre to St - Whee I began helilift at
321100 S,F

031025. S,F
Pre to St - Ref. msg 22 and 24.

331104
Pre to St - Whee I at LZ, prepared to

341108
fire arty. Ref mag 29 helilift completed

S,F
31050. S,F

Pre D to Pre, - Spot Report.351118
Pre B to Pre - Pre B-2. attempted to recover

361130
KIA's from yesterdays action. Received .50

cal. MG and auto wpns fire from vicinity

(ZC 194545). B-2 returned to blooking

position (zc 199548). Will call arty and

air in. Pre D-1 got sniper fire vicinity
S,F,C

(zc 145549). 1 USMC WIA.
Tre D, Fil D to Pre - Sit Rep no enemy

37NOTE1157 S,F
contact.
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n , .QUI .§m IHQIPIUT . ".1.Q1IQN TJJalN 

1214 }e . St to' .i'~e - Whee L departs ·Hill 55 at 
;-'1 

031306H..Hel'-oopter availability d10atee 
time. ,. E'l'A your posiU-on 0~131OH. S,F 

1230 }9 RosemOnt to ll're - JIO spotted 2 va in trees I 

at (zd 16856?). Launohing rockets. S,F 

1230 40 Pre D' .to Pre - .Req. to tire rookets at 
(ze i4'555~) at snipers. ~er.don grAnted. S,F 

1235 41 ?re n to Pre - I're D' hears auto fire from ' 
vioinity'where AD 'sp¢tted ve. l"'reparing 
to fire 8,1 t 8 if' roquired. 8,F 

'235 42 Pre to 1"1'e D ... Be prepared to IOOve 'Pre 
:o...2baok' aOl'088 SONG CON •. Whee L will 1'94-

lieva them in pla.oe and will assume oontrol' 
seotor, pl'eviouely assigned to 1'11 D. 8,F 

1:150 N.OTE 43 'J~1r strike oommenced on DOUNG PHOUC, B,F 

1243 44 St 6 to MOnroe - TAC(A)-and fixed wing 
~pport ,d,eparted ares O,103oH wi tho\J,t re-
l;ief. 'lir' sUpport urgently required. S,F 

1245 45 St to 1>re - F'%'Om Shove , - St now has 4 ... 
105 How. on 2" hraleit. 2 additional bat-
teries now on .4 hralert.k ell batter~es 
were oommrtted a total df 5 batteries 
will support OPERATION ORAlGE, 6,F 

1250 46 :t're to Pil D - Your resupply Will be de-
l~vered ~s soon as ohoppers are available. S,F,T 

1252 47 ?re to Whee I - Be prepared to move out 
efter oompletion ot air strike. S,F,T 

1254 46 Vre to at - Spot Report from Pre D, sniper 
fire., S,F 

1305 49 iTe to St - 'Whse I oommenoed attaoking 

> 
DONG PHOUC. 8,F 

1;15 50 rre to St - Speoial Sit Rep #9. s,F,e 

1315 51 lire to St - 1"re D-2 firing).5 WP at VO 
, snipers viQin1,ty (ZC 143552 • S,F,e 

1320 52 i're to St - Whee I -a.ttaoking DONG 1110UC 
031},1OH. S,F,Reglt 

1324 53 Vhee:L oommenoed landing. S ,F,Regt,t 

1325 54 Whee I to Pre - At west edge of OONG PHOUC. S,F 

1525 55 1>re to .at - Air strike on :OONG PHOUC. S,F,C 

1330 56 ~re to St -'Pre B-1 2 VO snipers vioinity 

(Zc .,20553Z)' . ' S,F,e 
1337 51 :P1l n: to' re - No enemy oontaot. StF 

.,'" 

1339 58 ~re B to l're - ?re,B displaoing CP. S,F " 

1352 59 Whee I to ~re -. Front line. at (ze 164537). 

No ene~ oontaot. S,F,Reg't 

-"'"'--- .. ~- I :f" 

!'~~[J~~llif~~il 
, 752"* . .'~ 
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ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN
St to Pre - Whee L departs Hill 55 at

381214
031300H. Helicopter availability dicates

S,F
time. ETA your position 031310H.
Rosemont to Pre - AO spotted 2 VC in trees

391230 S,Fat (zc 168562). Launching rockets.
Pre D to Pre - Req. to fire rockets at

401230
(zc 143552) at snipers. Permission granted. S,F

Pre D to Pre - Pre D hears auto fire from
411235

vicinity where AO spotted VC. Preparing
S,Fto fire 81's if required.

Pre to Pre D - Be prepared to move Pre
421235

D-2 back across SONG CON. Whee L will re-

lieve them in place and will assume control
S,Fsector previously assigned to Pil D.
S,FAir strike commenced on DOUNG PHOUC.

43NOTE1250
St 6 to Monroe - TAC(A) and fixed wing

441243
support departed area 031030H without re-

S,F
lief. Air support urgently required.
St to Pre - From Shove 3 - St now has 4451245
105 How. on 2 hr alett. 2 additional bat-

teries now on 4 hr alert. If all batteries

were committed a total of 5 batteries
S,Fwill support OPERATION ORANGE.

Pre to Pil D - Your resupply will be de-
461250 S,F,Tlivered as soon as choppers are available.

Pre to Whoo I - Be prepared to move out
471252 S,F,Tafter completion of air strike.

Pre to St - Spot Report from Pre D, sniper481254 S,F
fire.
Pre to St - Whae I commenced attacking

491305 S,FDONG PHOUC.
S,F,CPre to St - Special Sit Rep #9.501315

Pre to St - Pre D-2 firing 3.5 WP at VC
511315 S,F,C

snipers vicinity (ZC 143552).

Pre to St - Whee I attacking DONG PHOUC
521320 S,F,Reg't031310H.

S,F,Reg'tWhee L commenced landing.531324
Whee I to Pre - At west edge of DONG PHOUC. S,F

541325 S,F,CPre to St - Air strike on DONG PHOUC.
551325

Pre to St - Pre B-1 2 VC anipers vicinity
561330 S,F,C

(zc 205539). S,FPil D to Pre - No enemy contact.571337 S,FPre B to Pre - Pre- B displacing CP.
581339

Whee I to Pre - Front lines at (zc 164537).591352 S,F,Reg'tNo enemy contact.
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INCI~ENT ~CTION TjJtmN 

_ l"re :a to i?re - Oa.sual ty report. S , F 

.' St t~ ~re - AD report$ 8 ~SMC bodies at 
" (ZC 190545), sig~ted at 9"2008. Confirm 

and take approp,i-iate aoti'on. S,F 
-}.lore to St - Wha'e I entered west edge at 
. tONG li!HOOC(1). ' No enemy oontact. Whse L 

elements have arrived this position. S,F,C 

Pre to St - At (ZC 193545) .50 oal. and 
othe~ ~to wpns. VO occupy NGOC KINH(Z) and 

Llll" "T}lUAN in foroe. 6 VO KIA at ooord 
, (ZO '1975iJZ). Estimate 10 VO WIA, unknowp. \ 

ad <1iti onal number' fram S1! s and arty. S,F 

fre to St'~Wh8e I ~ont lines ooord 
'(ZC"1'64537" to' (ZC 166540) to (ZO 167536). S,F 
~re B to l)1'e - 01' (ZC 197537). Front lines, 

(ZC .193537) 'to (ZO 2(4537), B-1, B-,r B-2, 
D-3 (ZC 20(554) to (Z020}552). S,F,Reg't 
~re B to ~re -,How tront line position 

from (ZC 20(554) to (ZC ~'552), l.ef't 
flank rio,w(ZC 193537). S,F,C 

i're B oalling air strike on NGOC KINH. S,F 

j/re to St - Sit Rep - Unit looations. S,F 

l'llre to St .. ~8e I front l.ines (ZC 166540) 
to (ZC 167536). ,Air strike being oonduote~ 
on NGOC KDm. ' S,F,e 

~ll exoept 35 troops of Whse L have landed. 

ETA remainder 1527. S,F 

Whee I to Pre - Oompleted SID operations 
in DONG rHOUe(1). FroTlt lines from coord 

(ZC 168541) to .(ZC 173538). Discovered 1 
Ch1Com grenade, booby trap gate; da-
etroyed5 tunn'ale; oaptured 5 VCS. s,P 

l're to l)re B, 1)11 D into St - Freg Order 

5-66 to OpO'0~-66. S,F,a 
Prato St ... Pil D launched attaok on LM) 
THUAN (ZC 184537). S,F,e 

Air will napalm NGOC KINH(2) arty will 

fire on LJU:' THUAN (ZC 184537~. Pil D Will 

attaok following prep. fires. S,F,e 
Pre to St - Whee L oompletod insertion 
at 031610H. S,F,e 
Whee L to l"re - Have limded at (ZC 145534), 
Will~e8tablieh el' (ZC 147543). Will 
advise of aotivi ti es AS11l? S,F 
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ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN

S,Pre B to Pre - Casualty report.601400
St to Pre - reports 8 USMC bodies at

611410
(zc 190545), sighted at 031200H. Confirm

S,Fand take appropriate action.
Pre to St - Whee I entered west edge of621415
DONG PHOUC(1). No enemy contact. Whee L

S,F,Celements have arrived this position.
Pre to St - At (zc 193545) .50 oal. and

631420
other auto wpns. VC occupy NGOC KINH(2) and

LAP THUAN in force. 6 VC KIA at ooord

(zc 197542). Estimate 10 VC WIA, unknown
S,F

additional number from 81's and arty.

Pre to St - Whee I front lines goord
641421

(zc 164537) to (zc 166540) to (2c 167536). S,F

Pre B to Pre - CP (zc 197537). Front lines
651425

(zc 193537) to (zc 204537), B-1, B-3; B-2,
S,F,Reg'tD-3 (zc 200554) to (zc 203552).

Pre B to Pre - Now front line position661455
from (zc 200554) to (zc 203552), left

S,F,Cflank now (zc 193537).
S,FIre B calling air strike on NGOC KINH.

67NOTE1505 S,FFre to St - Sit Rep - Unit locations.681507
Pre to St - Whse I front lines (zc 166540)

691512
to (zc 167536). Air strike being conducted

S,F,Con NGOC KINH.
All except 35 troops of Whse L have landed.

70NOTE1527 S,FETA remainder 1527.
Whee I to Pre - Completed S/D operations711537
in DONG PHOUC(1). Front lines from coord

(2C 168541) to (zc 173538). Discovered 1

ChiCom grenade, booby trap gate; de-
S,F

stroyed 5 tunnels; captured 5 VCS.

I're to l're B, Pil D into St - Frag Order
721550 S,F,C5-66 to OpO 303-66.

Pre to St - Pil D launched attack on LAP
731607 S,F,CTHUAN (zc 184537).

Air will napalm NGOC KINH (2), arty will
74NOTE1610

fire on LAP THUAN (ZC 184537). Pil D will
S,F,Cattack following prep. fires.

Pre to St - Whse L completed insertion
751615 S,F,Cat 03 1610H.

Whee L to Pre - Have landed at (zc 145534),761628
will establish CP (zc 147543). Will

S,F
advise of activities ASAP.
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INCIDENT 

idr strike on ~CKINH(2) ~oduoedat 
least 1 seoondary explosion. 
"St to St Ei. - "'Shove':5 aIJk& it' you want' 

another arty btry cOmmitted in area,of 
Op-srations'. 1'1 ease' advise., ASAP. 
iLriu 'Not at this time, will discuss 
later. ' ... ~ 

1'11 D to J.l'I'e '- We have orossed GL 18. 

3120 
18 r.pr 1966 

S,F 

S,F,O 

S,F 

No oontaot a.t this time. ' J 'l;' S,F,O ,.! 

Pre to St "l'il D Sit Rep. ,it S;F 

Pre D to l?re - I're D-1 vicinity (ZC 170554) t 
reoeived sniper firet~mvicinity ooord 

(ZC 114554). Fire returned, ene~ fire 
suppressed. 
Pil D to ~re - Request permission to 
begin attack on NGOe KINH(2). 
Pre to St - l'i1 D oomme.."oing attaok on 

NGOe ~NH(2). iTe B-2 eommenoi1'l8 attack 
on T,,\M HIEP. 
l"re D to Pre - Spot Report., 
l":re to St, .. Arty prepped NGOO KINl!(2), 
Pil D, attaoking NGOe KINH at 0317451I. 
Vlh.se L to l>re - Night activities." 
Pre D to 1:"r8 - Night act~vi ties. " 
l>re D to?re -J)....2-C is at airfield. 
i're to St - Speoial Sit Rep #10. 
Whee I to l~re ":' Have 1 'tIIA. 
l"re D to l're - 81' 8 took 6 VO under fire 

S,F 

S,F 

. a,F,O 
S,F 

SfF ' 
S,F,M 
6,F,M 
S,F,M 
S,F 
S,F t S-1 

at (ZC 181554) -'KIA 6 ve. S,F,C 
Pre D to Pre - OP no changfil~ D-1 at ooord 

(ZC 183545). D-2 (ZC 155549). S,F 
Pre to St ~Pre B re~ohe8 south edge of 
TtJl HIEP. 1"11 D reaohe(! N...s GL 19'; 1)11 D 

received sniper fire from (ze 184548). 
Sniper being pur8U~d, by 1'11 D. Vre D 

looated (ZO'181545). 
Pre to St - l'r& D firing on 4 VO ooord 
(ZC 180558) w/S1mm mortar. 
Pre to St .,. Hamlet NGOe KINH(2) seoured 

by 1'11 D f Tia-!, HIlmc' seoured by ?re D..3; 6 

'USMC-KIA bodies removed. Presently getab-

_ S,F,e 

SrF 

'lishing blooks around village oomplexes-

of TAM HIE?, NGOC KINH (2), and NGOC KINH ( 1 ). 

6 USMC KIA being Med Eva.o are result of 
action 2 Apr. 
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ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN

Air strike on NGOC KINH(2) produced at
77NOTE1640 S,Fleast 1 secondary explosion.

St to St 6 - Shove 3 asks if you want
781649

another arty btry committed in area of
S,F,C

operations. Please advise ASAP.

Anst Not at this time, will discuss78A1702 S,F
later.
Pil D to Pre - We have crossed GL 18.

791650 S,F,CNo contact at this time.
in S,FPre to St - Pil D Sit Rep.1657 80

Pre D to Pre - Pre D-1 vicinity (2C 170554),811706
received sniper fire from vicinity ooord

(zc 174554). Fire returned, enemy fire
S,F

suppressed.
Pil D to Pre - Request permission to

821715 S,F
begin attack on NGOC KINH(2).
Pre to St - l'il D commencing attack on

031723
NGOC KINH(2). Pre B-2 commencing attack

S,F,C
on TAM HIEP.

S,F
Pre D to Pre - Spot Report.841740 Fre to St - Arty prepped NGOC KINH(2),

851746 S,F
Pil D attacking NGOC KINH at 031745H.

S,F,M
Whoo L to Pre - Night activities.861800 S,F,MPre D to Pre - Night activities.

871839 S,F,MPre D to Pre - D-2-C is at airfield.881845 S,FPre to St - Special Sit Rep #10.
891840 S,F,S-1Whse I to Pre - Have 1 WIA.
901846

Pre D to Pre - 81's took 6 VC under fire
911851 S,F,Cat (zc 181554) - KIA 6 VC.

Pre D to Pre - CP no change. D-1 at coord
921855 S,F

(zc 183545). D-2 (zc 155549).

Pre to St - Pre B reaches south edge of
931855

TAN HIEP. Pil D reached N-S GL 19; Pil D

received sniper fire from (ZC 184548).

Sniper being pursued by Pil D. Pre D
S,F,C

located (zc 161545).

Pre to St - Pre D firing on 4 VC coord
941835 S,F

(zc 180558) w/81mm mortar.
Pre to St - Hamlet NGOC KINH (2) secured

951930
by Pil D, TAM HIEP secured by Pre D-3; 6

USMC KIA bodies removed. Presently estab-

lishing blocks around village complexes

of TAM HIEP, NGOC KINH (2), and NGOC KINH (1).

6 USMC KIA being Med Evac are result of
S,F 1action 2 Apr.
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ST1~ JOURNAL' 
OPERATION ORJI.NG~ 

030700 ':':040100 Apr 1966 .. 
31Z0 
18 Apr 1966 

INCIDENT ACTION Tl~ 

W'h;$e'L to' l!re~Ambush :L-,i'~~1, and L-A." 
have" departed CP. f S ,F 

he D,to- l"re~ l)...2~ departeQ.. S,F 

Whee I' engaged in fire fight. a,F,C 

. Sgt IWJPP from ITT sendsl VUlage PF's' 

r Will conduot sweep (ZO 1.46531) to (zc 155535) 
from 032000 - O~24OO. • r. S,F,C 

at to Pre - Are you in oOQ.taot with enemy? S,F 

St to l"re'· RequestfUture·~lane. S,F 
l"re to St - 6 VO {ZC 1e1~54} taken under 

61mm fire. PO reports fire on target. 
6 VC KIA. S,F 

at;to l"re - :ECsure Whse I surrounds and 
thorough~ searohes DONG PHOUC(1). Searoh 

, for caves and in every housij. Use dogs, bloak 

all esoape routes. . S,F 

?reto St , Night aotivitiGs. ~,F 

, Pre to S,t - Whee I firing. S ,F 

i"re to St - Whee I 9 \Ill from mine ooord 

~zC 171539). " 6,F 

1'11 D to he -, Canisters locatedooord 
(ZC 1B7544), (ZC 193545), (ZC 19(>643). S,F 

Pil D to lYre - F~nt'·lines. C? (ZC 190545). 

6 KIA reQl'lvered. 6,F 

\'Thee L to Pre - ARVN sweep (ZC 1505'4) 

2000 ... 2400. Canisters looated (ZC 146531) 
and (ZO 155535). S,F,M 

iTe D to Pre -,Request' re-attaohment 01' 

Bng-. Answer - negative. S,F,C 

Stto Vre - Instruotions for NGOC KINH(2) 

. atMok. ,'~ S,F 

Pil D to Pre -·Front lines (ZC 186545) to 

(z,C 19~545) to (ZC 2Q15~O) to (ZO 203553) 
(lllnrush), to (ZC 199554). S,F,H 

. Pre D to Pre - :c...2-B departed. S,F 

l~e to St - Answer and plans, ref. mag 
#100 and 101., S,F 

\<Thee I to Pre - Night aotivities n"1 

032300-040200, CJ? (ZC 185543). ~ 2 040200-

040500, CP (ZO 1855.41), StF 

~re·to All Units - FraeO 6-66 to OpnO '03-66. S,F,T,C 

St to Pre - Raq. lateral lim! ts 01' Co f s. S,F 

, ~re D to ~re - ~pot Repo~ sniper tire. S,F,e 
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STAFF JOURNAL
3120OPERATION ORANGE
18 Apr 1966

030700 - 040700 Apr 1966

ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN
Whee L to Pre - Ambush L-A-1 and LA-3

962000 S,Fhave departed CP.
S,F

Pre Dato Pre - D-2-A departed.972005 S,F,CWhee I engaged in fire fight.982010
Sgt KLUPP from ITT sends: Village PF's

99
will conduct sweep (zc 146531) to (zc 155535)2020

S,F,C
from 032000 - 032400.
St to Pre - Are you in contact with enemy? S,F

1001930 S,FSt to Pre - Request future plans.1011910
Pre to St - 6 VC (zc 181554) taken under

1022003
81mm fire. FO reports fire on target.

S,F
6 VC KIA.
St to Pre - Ensure Whse I surrounds and

1031925
thoroughly searches DONG PHOUC(1). Search

for caves and in every house. Use dogs, block
S,F

all escape routes.
S,F

Pre to St - Night activities.1042005 S,F
Pre to St - Whoe I firing.1052010
Pre to St - Whse I 9 WIA from mine coord

1062010 S,F
(zc 171539).
lil D to Pre - Canisters located coord

107
(zc 187544), (zc 193545), (zc 190543). S,F2054

Fil D to Pre - Front lines. CP (zc 190545).
1082033 S,F

6 KIA recovered.
Whee L to Pre - ARVN sweep (zc 150534)

109
2000-2400. Canisters located (zc 146531)2105

S,F,M
and (zc 155535).
Pre D to Pre - Request re-attachment of

110 S,F,C2110
Eng. Answer - negative.
St to Pre - Instructions for NGOC KINH(2)

111 S,F2113
attack.
Pil D to Pre - Front lines (zc 186545) to

1122115
(zc 193545) to (zc 201550) to (ZC 203553)

S,F,M
(Ambush), to (zc 199554).

S,F
Pre D to Pre - I-2-B departed.

1132121
Pre to St - Answer and plans, ref. msg

1142104 S,F
#100 and 101.

Whoe I to Pre - Night activities IP1
1152207

032300-040200, CP (ZC 185543). IP 2 040200-
S,F

040500, CP (20 185541). S,F,T,C
Pre to All Units - FragO 6-66 to OpnO 303-66.

1162230 S,F
St to Pre - Req. lateral limits of Co's

117 S,F,C2237
Pre D to Ire - Spot Report sniper fire.

1182230
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CONFIDENTIAL 

STiIFF JOURNAL 
.OPERATIon OR.AmE 3120 

030700 - 040700 Apr 1966 18 .hpr 1966 

.m Q.Yl. SER mCIDENT lWTION TAKEN -
2300 119 ,l)'re to St - Front line.". S,i 

23'19 120 Pre B to l:'re - Pre B-2 in plaq.e. Northern 
boundary (ZC 205545). Southern boundary 

~ ,,. 

(ze 208542). S,F 
23:50 121 Pre D to Pre - D-1 Spot Report of sniper 

fire, no oasualties. S,F 
2~40 122 Pre to St - Spe~1al Sit Rep·#11. S,i,e 

0011 125 Ibae L ref Fres<> 6...66. S,F 
0015 124 l>t"e B, Pre D, Pil D, V/h5e I, Whse L to 

. he - Sit Rep no enemy contact. S,F,O 

0100 125 l'-re B, Pre D, 1'11 D, Whee I, \/bee L to 
~e - No enemy oontact. S,F,e . ,;,,:.~ 

0118 126 st to Fre - Flare ship required on another 
mission. (Answered he is released). S,F,O 

0120 127 St to Pre - Arc light info. S,F 
015'- 12S yre to St - D-2o-.k hae returned. S,F ,.. 
0155 129 ~re B to fro - Sit Rep no enemy oontaot, 

'''I;" 

no change. S,F,e 

0156 nO ?re D to Vre - Sit Rep no ohange. S,F,C 

0155 n1 Pil D to Pre - Sit Rep no change. S,F,O 

0203 HZ Whse I to i>re • Sit Rep no ohange. S,F,e [:i 0205 133 Whee L to ~re - Sit Rep no ohange. S,F,C 

1210 n4 Whee L to l"re - LA 4 departed CP. 5,F 
O}OO 1}5 I're B, \/hae I, Whee L, 1'11 D, Pre D to 

';\'~~ 

i>re - Sit Rep no ohange. S,F,C 

0353· 136 l>re B to Pre - No change. S,F,e ..,....,.,....,.-.~" .... 

0358 137 l"rc D, lJll D. Whse L - Sit Rep no ohange. S,F,e 
NOTE 138 Una.ble to raise Whse I on Bn Tao. S,F, 

0455 139 lJ<re D, Whse L to Pre - Sit Rep no change. S,F 

053:> ~40 Pre to St - Special Sit :Rep #:12. S,F,C 

0557 141 l're D, Whee L to ~re - Sit Rep' no change. S,F 

0622' 142 Pre B to I"re - llzoe B-2..D looated aoord 
(zc 209543), saw 3 boats 1000 meters ea.st 
of their position at 040617. S,FrG "'1 

0650 143 l~e D to Pre - Sit Rep no change, D-1 is 
on move to coord (ZC ~). Going to 

S,F,M oheck out area of 81mm mission of yesterday. 
0100 144 OlOSED JOURNA. I 

[!OO~[J$$IIW~~il 
---~.~-- -" ----- .... ---......-

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

STAFF JOURNAL
3120OPERATION ORANGE
18 Apr 1966030700 - 040700 Apr 1966

ACTION TAKENINCIDENTSEROUTIN

S,FPre to St - Front lines.1192300
Pre B to Pre - Pre B-2 in place. Northern1202319
boundary (zc 205545). Southern boundary

S,F
(zc 208542).
Pre D to Pre - D-1 Spot Report of sniper1212330 S,F
fire, no casualties.

S,F,CPre to St - Special Sit Rep- #11.1222340
S,FFhee L ref FragO 6-66.1230011

Pre B, Pre D, Pil D, Where I, Whoe L to
1240015 S,F,CPre - Sit Rep no enemy contact.

Yre B, Pre D, Pil D, Whse I, Whee L to
1250100 S,F,CPre - No enemy contact.

St to Pre - Flare ship required on another
1260118 S,F,Cmission. (Answered he is released).

S,FSt to Pre - Arc light info.1270120 S,FPre to St - D-2-A has returned.1280153
Pre B to Pre - Sit Rep no enemy contact,

1290155 S,F,Cno change.
S,F,CPre D to Pre - Sit Rep no change.1300156 S,F,CPil D to Pre - Sit Rep no change.1310155 S,F,CWhere I to Pre - Sit Rep no change.1320203 S,F,CWhse L to Pre - Sit Rep no change.

1330205 S,FWhee L to Pre - LA 4 departed CP.
1341210

Pre B, Whee I, Whee L, Pil D, Pre D to
1350300 S,F,CPre - Sit Rep no change.

S,F,Cire B to Pre - No change.1360353 S,F,CPre D, Pil D, Whee L - Sit Rep no change.1370358 S,F,Unable to raise Whoe I on Bn Tac.
138NOTE S,FPre D, Whoe L to Pre - Sit Rep no change.1390455 S,F,CPre to St - Special Sit Rep #12.
1400535 S,FPre D, Whee L to Pre - Sit Rep no change.1410557

Pre B to Pre - Pre B-2-D located goord
1420622

(zc 209543), saw 3 boats 1000 meters east
S,F,Cof their position at 040617.

Pre D to Pre - Sit Rep no change, D-1 is
1430650

on move to coord (ZC 66966 ). Going to

check out area of 81mm mission of yesterday. S,F,M

CLOSED JOURNA.1440700
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STAFF JOURNAL 
OPERATION ORANGE 

040700 ... 050700 Jipr1966 

INCIDENT " 

~e to 'St - Arc light condUcted NE ,our 
position At 0407OCJI. 

'l're B to~Pre -'Pre B-2 s1sbted 7 va with 

weapons' north of thelio: position moving 
towards 'NGOC ·ICna. ' 
l're B to 1jre - 17e' ~ spotted 3 va in 

khak~, ooord (ZC 185535) moving Borth, 
now being' engaged. 
Whee L to ?re - W'" 2 starting patro 1. 
Pre B-2beg1nn1ng sID operation hamlet 

NGO'OmI{(1). Will searoh to (ZC 199542). 
Pre B-1 searohes from (ZC .199542) to 

(ZC 1905'9). B-3 searohes Ltu> THUAN. 
~re D-2 oommenoing search of TAl SON at 
(za140558). " . 
Pre ~o St ... .Army Speoial Foroes Ce.ribou 

air'ort"..ft landod 040745H. 
l're B to iTa - J:'re ,B-~ just shot 2 va at 

coord (ZC 1655'5). They 'are lying in 
rios'paddy. " 
~l D front lines and O? remain same. 
Detail 8'Elarohing NGOO KINH(2). ~. 4 bre 

3120 
18 ~pr 1966 

ACTION TAKEN 

S,F 

Pil :P,S,F 

S,F,C 
s,r . 

.' , 

S,F 

S,F 

S,F,e. 

S,F,O 

intentions details:ee.rohTAM IIIEP. S,F, C 

Pre D to Pre - D-1sending unit to ooord 
(ZO'185545) to observe TAM BIEP(info St). S,F,C 

Pre to, at - Correction on entry #7. S,F ,c 
?reD ,~9 ?re - ~re D-Z engaged 2-3 va at 
(za 140558). ' ' S,F 
Whee L'to l"re - Moving to objeotive. S,F 

l>re Dto l)re - Spot Rep - D-2 sweeping 
villag~ (za 140556). Reoeived sniper fire 

and enoountered Wire obstaoles. No 
oasualtY. 
Jl're to St - Arty firing on 6 "A" f'rame 
struotures (za 168524) .• ' . 
Shov~ 6 arrived PrQ or. 
l're .. to "St - looation of Soat Snoop at 

(ZO;112542) 'and (ZC 1~524). 
Pre D to Pt'e '- ~2 sweeping v111l:'lge at 
(ZC 140558). Found VC propl'aganda 
materi61. :0....1-0. (zC 1eo~0). D-1-B at 
(ZC .162545). ~1-A (ZO 168548). 
lJ're to at - c '130mr drop at 0408500., 

1 • , .. 

1 
.• -a"... \ ,- I ~.' ~ • J> , .. 

, . 
: 1 

:. "il :" ., .... " ... , , 
j~] ~::,:: .. 1~,,:,:" ',;"';j "l., 
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STAFF JOURNAL
3120OPERATION ORANGE
18 4pr 1966

040700 - 050700 Apr 1966

ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN
Pre to St - Arc light conducted NE our

10710 S,F
position at 040700H.
Pre B to Pre - Pre B-2 sighted 7 VC with

20730
weapons north of their position moving

Pil D,S,Ftowards NGOC KINE.
Pre B to Pre - Pre B-3 spotted 3 VC in

30735
khaki, coord (zc 185535) moving north,

S,F,Cnow being engaged.
S,FWhee L to Pre - IP 2 starting patrol.

40745
Pre B-2 beginning S/D operation hamlet

50743
NGOC KINH(1). Will search to (zc 199542).

Pre B-1 searches from (zc 199542) to
S,F

(ZC 190539). B-3 Bearches LAP THUAN.
1Pre D-2 commencing search of TAI SON at

60745 S,F
(zc 140558).
Pre to St - Army Special Forces Caribou

70747 S,F,Caircraft landed 040745H.
Pre B to Pre - Pre B-3 just shot 2 VC at

80755
acord (zc 185535). They are lying in

S,F,C
rice paddy.
Pil D front lines and CP remain same.

90810
Detail searching NGOC KINH (2). Est. 4 hrs

S,F,Cintentions detail search TAM HIEP.

Pre D to Pre - D-1 sending unit to coord
100820

(zo 185545) to observe TAM HIEP (info St). S,F,C
S,F,CPre to St - Correction on entry #7.

110822
Pre D to Pre - Pre D-2 engaged 2-3 VC at

120834 S,F
(zc 140558).

S,FWhse L to Pre - Moving to objective.
130835

Pre D to Pre - Spot Rep - D-2 sweeping140840
village (ZC 140558). Received sniper fire

and encountered wire obstacles. No
S,F,C

casualty.
Pre to St - Arty firing on 6 "A" frame

150847 S,Fstructures (zc 168524).
S,F

Shove 6 arrived Pre CT.16INFO0851
Pre to St - Location of Scat Snoop at

170856 S,F
(zc 112542) and (zc 124524).
Pre D to Pre - D-2 sweeping village at

180906
(zc 140558). Found VC propraganda
material. D-1-C (zc 180560). D-1-B at

S,F
(zc 182545). D-1-A (zc 188548).

S,F,CPre to St - C.130 air drop at 040850H.
190908
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0941 

0947 

0950 

0955 

0959 

1005 

1014 

1024 

1034 

1102' 
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OOT -

09~e 

1002'; 

:i 
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'~ "It~;~, 1,., ~.: :,~ l' I .d ~.J)' ~l ):.1 - j{; ,d ,:.! r:r iI. 

;t" ", ,. (i :~:-l f< , ::re~i ,~OU~~ i I :;:" ", 
""', , J [IV,'.i', r,~ j~ERA1'Iaw ~ '" ~) .... I: 

.01':::'\',040100 f..,.~:05070A: .r~).r~eli> 
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:t 
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SD', l;" :[NCp!NT .. i .. ,:, .', ~'.,:'l~: ) t ~j'\,\I' ACTION Tlll<EN 
'~', 

'-20" (~g':~~~)(twtt~~6~{b~~~~:b:f¢~e ~tj'<l 

22 

24 

uniform, D-2 found caves and fortifioations 
(ZC 139559) • .' S,F,O 
WhSEr L to' Pre' '. Received small arms fire 
from 'Village (ZO'126555). ' Attacking 
village. . 
St to ?re -l?'arohment'6W111 arrive I're 

OP 040935H. 
l:"re D to Pre ~ :0.2 has found small arJDlf 

rounds and rioe in urns. Have one old man 

S,F,C 

S,F 

Who volUritee~,edto lead us to a bunker. S,F,e 
1.0110 ?re 2 ~ l~Ol'eportsVC Sqd with auto 
wpns (~C124560).'Whtge L now at (ZC 126555), 
movi,ng onrepor~edVC, .pos1 tion. S,F, C 
~re to St -, Shove 6 departed l:ire04094OH., S,F,e 
l?il,D to Pre - Completed" search of NGOO 
KlNRf2).' ", .~' S,F,a 

~1 1:7" .'"~~,, 1io, ~~ :,:,,~eq.aQdi'tione.l Eng. support 
to a;s~~,}, "n~\llowingcet.es end biihkers'.:, 
Whee·:,v.n~.~8 .mivaa':ilo1Fihg. S,F,O 

" ~, ., fr~:,D',to,:Pre";;"'N'6 ,enemy ;oontact.:'~' D-2 :OO~~ : c,' 

" " ~~~"s!~/:D 'Ope1"atJione. ":'. q :, .:" S,F,C 

.291!.'" '~,,~.e.J~P":t9,!:t~~ - ~J)..;.t7tro.tind approx1mately 
: '" , .. 40P0, 'lbs' r~pe {£C 18055&). di S,FfO, 

16 ,~~'L : ~6 l~e ,·.;/t~d t~oh 50 meters' 
, long (ZC 128557)."D$siro:red 7 EJpider holes 

(zq 1275'57), ,1 'VO nA. :"2 .. 3 additional VO 
"possible WIAin !!lame aotion.,'!' . ,I S,F,C 

,Whee L to Pre - Found 500 lbe rice at 31 
(ZC 127554). S,F,e 

1049'" 3'2 lJre to St "'Pre B-1 searching (ZC 199543) 

34 

,1121 " 36: 

, . 
• ,.p., 

to ~ found 800 lba rice, ha.ve blown '3 
bunker8. ' 

" Whse Ii to l>re -"Found 600 lbs rioe, 200 

lbs cam;(ZC 128557). 
}?re B to l~e ':':Destroyed two tunnels, 1 

~oe mill and 1 gate (ZC199543). 
'Whse L to Pre '- l)elttroyed spider' hole at 
(ZC 128557), found 15 ft tunnel at o00rd 

(ZO 126556). Also looated hole 4'x4'x4', 
undergrouna quarters. . 
Scat Snoop "'ei>ottedVO or: at (ZO 102538). 
Calling arty tires 00 VO position. 
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ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN
Pre D to Pre - Pre D-1 VC, harbor site at200930
(zc 180560) with 600 lbs rice and VC

uniform. D-2 found caves and fortifications
S,F,C

(zc 139559).
Whse L to Pre - Received small arms fire

210941
from village (zc 126555). Attacking

S,F,C
village.
St to Pre - Parchment 6 will arrive Pre

220947 S,FCP 040935H.
Pre D to Pre - D-2 has found small arms

230950
rounds and rice in urns. Have one old man

S,F,Cwho volunteered to lead us to a bunker.

so to Pre 2 - AO reports VC Sqd with auto
240955

wpns (zc 124560). Whee L now at (zc 126555),
S,F,C

moving on reported VC position.
S,F,CPre to St - Shove 6 departed Pre 040940H.250958

Pil D to Pre - Completed search of NGOC
260958 S,F,CKINH(2).

Pre to St - Req. additional Eng. support271002
to assist in blowing caves and bunkers.

S,F,CWhee units arrived w/o Eng.
I're D to Pre - No enemy contact. 1 D-2 on

261005 S,F,Ctinues S/D operations.
Pre D to Pre - D-1-C found approximately291014 S,F,C
4000 lbs rice (zc 180558). 87

Whoe L to Pre - Found trench 50 meters301024
long (zc 128557). Destroyed 7 spider holes

(zc 127557), 1 VC KIA. 2-3 additional VC
S,F,C

possible WIA in same action.
Whee L to Pre - Found 500 lbs rice at

311034 S,F,C
(ZC 127554).
l're to St - Pre B-1 searching (zc 199543)

321049
to SW found 800 lbs rice, have blown 3

S,Fbunkers.
Whee L to Pre - Found 800 lbs rice, 200

331102 S,F,C1bs corn (zc 128557).
Pre B to Pre - Destroyed two tunnels, 1

341112 S,F,Crice mill and 1 gate (ZC 199543).
Whse L to Pre - Destroyed spider hole at

351113
(zc 128557), found 15 ft tunnel at ooord

(zc 128556). Also located hole 4'x4'x4',
S,F,C

underground quarters.
Scat Snoop spotted VC OP at (zc 102538).361121 S,F,C
Calling arty fires on VC position.
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~AF'F JOURNAL 
OPERATION ORtJ{GE 

O~·700 - 05070·0.').pr 1966 
~120 
18 il.pr 1966 

mCIDENT AQ1'ION .. Tl~ 

. Pil· D.to.l?r&·.- Have 20. VO in TMt"HIEP, 61 
. mm and. arty fire being oalled. . 

l~re to' St- Speoial Sit Rep #1'. 
.. ~re D to Pre -' CCUIIIl ,d1ffioulties & 'demo 

S,F,C 
S,F 

.. dif~oulties - laok non...eleo oapS'. D-1 S,F ,S.., 

. has 5· ves. CommO 

.P.re D· to Pr~. ,.~ k>~ated ,2 caves vioini ty 
(ZC 129551) ,00 lbs rioe located ooord 
(ZO.128557). UsedCS end grenades. on oa.ves. S,F,C 

WheeL to Vre - Trench (ZC 130556). Caves . 

~~ (ZC 13G557)I.amusing smoke. S,F,C 
~il D to ~re - Attaoking TAM HIEf. S,F,O 

\tIhS9 L to Pre - Destroyed oaves (ZC 130556), 
. found 250lbs rice (ZO 131557). S,F,C 

. . St to Pre - Comm vehioledropped by 

. mistake th1sAMvioinity (zp 204560). 
Loca.te vehiole ", air'reoon, place seourity 
and notify this Hq, of requirements to 
lift'it out. 
Whse L to l"re - At (ZC 13~555) found 200 
.lb 8 'rioe ,-5 ft trench line dug 20 days 

agO, running entire length of village, 
bunkers' for 11 ving q.uarters in area... 

\o1hse L to Pre -- At {Ze 133555) Wh.,e L 
pioked up 3 male VCS hiding in tu~l. 

Whee L to l>re - 6-7 fighting holes ooord 
(ZC 133557)., 
Pre' D to Pre - Spot. Report . - Grenade 
thrown in tunne~ vioinity (ZC 139558) re-

sulted in seconda~ small arms explosion, 

S,F, 

S,F 

S,F,C 

S,F,C 

One USMC WIA non evao. S,F,C 

Whse L to l're - Have , ves at (ZC 13~557), 
approximately 1000 lbs rio~. .Am holding 

up here temporarily. 
l'.re ~ to l')re .. Spot ~port - 2 ves 
attemptedesoape vioinity (ZC 184547). 

S,F 

l)..;1.oB opened fire, 'lUlled' 1 VC, oa.ptured 
1 V'C. . S,F,O 

"Whse L to Pre "~ Med EVac completed.. Vie are 

reoommonoing search and dest, roy o~erations. a,F,O 
,i"re to St- l~ir s t~ke (~C 1095(5) Btarted 
at 041}15H, seoured. 04133511. S,F,O 
~re to at - Intend to lift Pre B from ~ 
ROC ,to Ticinity fr~ OP. ' 0417}OH 81mm to 

l-"il D .. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN
Pil D to Pre - Have 20 VC in TAM HIEP, 81

371135 S,F,C
mm and arty fire being called.

S,FPre to St - Special Sit Rep #13.381152
Pre D to Pre - Comm difficulties & demo

391153 S,F,S-2difficulties - lack non-elec oaps. D-1
CommO

has 5 VCS.
Pre D to Pre - Located 2 caves vicinity

401155
(zc 129557) 300 lbs rice located coord

(zc 128557). Used CS and grenades on caves. S,F,C

Whee L to Pre - Trench (zc 130556). Caves
411158 S,F,C

at (zc 130557), am using smoke.
S,F,C

Pil D to Pre - Attacking TAM HIEP.
42

Whee L to Pre - Destroyed laaves (ZC 130556),1159
431203 S,F,Cfound 250 lbs rice (ZC 131557).

St to Pre - Comm vehicle dropped by
441203

mistake this AM vicinity (zc 204560).

Locate vehicle by air recon, place security

and notify this Hq. of requirements to
S,F,

lift it out.
Whse L to Pre - At (ZC 133555) found 200

451210
lbs rice, .5 ft trench line dug 20 days

ago; running entire length of village,
S,Fbunkers for living quarters in area.

Whee L to Pre - At (zc 133555) Whee L
461223 S,F,C

picked up 3 male VCS hiding in tummel.

Whse L to Pre - 6-7 fighting holes coord
471223 S,F,C

(zc 133557).
Pre D to Pre - Spot Report - Grenade

481234
thrown in tunnel vicinity (zc 139558) re-

sulted in secondary small arms explosion.
S,F,C

One USMC WIA non evac.
Whee L to Pre - Have 3 VCS at (zc 133557),

491237
approximately 1000 lbs rice. Am holding

S,F
up here temporarily.
Pre D to Pre - Spot Report - 2 VCS

501245
attempted escape vicinity (2C 184547).

D-1-B opened fire, killed 1 VC, captured
S,F,C

1 VC.
Whoe L to Pre - Med EVac completed. We are

511258
recommencing search and destroy operations. S,F,C

Pre to St - Air Strike (zc 109565) started
52 ;1321 S,F,Cat 041315H, secured 041335H.

Pre to St - Intend to lift Pre B from LZ
531339

ROC to vicinity Pre CP. 04173OH 81mm to
S,FPil D.

3
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DECLASSIFIED 
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040700 'of!> 050700 Apr 1966 

INcmpr 

Whse6"tO Pre - ~renoh ~1ne (Zc 1~4556) 
end trenoh 300 meters long (ZC 135555), 
~ill. HOllNG' llJiUAC (ZC1~6555). 

3120 
18 Apr 1966 

AorION TJ.KEN 

S,F,O 
S,F,O 
S,F l're to s-t - 51 t ·Rep, - P~ogr~s" Report. 

P're -D to Pre -~ro ])...;1 (ZC 132545). 

Whee L to r~e - At (ZC 136554), bavo 1 
ves; has no I.D." has safe oonduot pa.ss: 
'valid tor TET'. ' , S,1 

Pre'! ~o Pre - Sit Rep -,C~ at (ZC 196536). 

Front lines (ZC 200535) to (ze 2035;7) to 
(ZC 192536) to (ZC' 1975;7). Sit & rrogress 
Report, ves and doouments, S,F,e 
!lhse L to 1>re - Found expended .,0 oal. 
rde a.t (ZC 1;5556). Have 1 VCS. Info St. S,F,O 
l>re to St - .Arty firing on trenoh lines 
vioinity (ZC 120558), west to GL 10. AO 
is adjusting. S,F,O 
'Pre ! to l're - Found 20 holes at ooord 
(ZC 193542), look like mine emplaoement 
holea. (Info at h a,F ,0 
Whee L to Pre ..:. At ,(ZO 136556) tound trench 

~OO meters running south to nortij. a,F , e 
l're B to 1're - Found grease gun (ZO 192'541). S ,F 
WhEre L to Pr~ - Have oompleted sweep, linked 

up with blooking force. Req. permission to 
move 01' to (ZC 12(549). Req. resupply-
Req. disposition,of 6 vas. s,F,e 
Whee L to ~re- Am displacing Ui' to ooord 
(ZO 127549). S,F 
Pre to at - Air strike oompleted. Three 
seoondary explosions were observed. Whee 
L m) moving to (ZC 127549). S,F 
l're D 'to Vre ~ Sit Rep no enemy contaot. S ,F 

Pre to St ~ Plan to lift Pre B to Pre O]? 

at 041730H. PH D and Whee I oontinue 

SID on south bank of, SONG VU GIA with 

boundary (ZC 160543) to(ZC 18053S) to 

(ze 170530). 
?il' Dto ~ra,- 81mm arrived this position, 
!'It of ?re D on way to ~re B position. 
1>11, D torre ... Front lines (ZO ~87546)to 
,(ZC'190540) to (~e 2(4544) to (ZC 206541) 

to (ze 192546) to (~O 194544). or same. 

Pre 6" to Whee I 6 .. Boundary est. between 
Whee I end Pre B. Prooeed slowly, use dogs 
and CSt We will devote at least 2 more 

4 QONFIDENTllJJ 
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ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN
Whee 6 to Pre - Trench line (zc 134556)541350
and trench 300 meters long (zc 135555),

S,F,Cvillage HOANG PHUAC (zc 136555).
S,F,CPre to St - Sit Rep. - Progress Report.551350 S,FPre D to Pre - Pre D-1 (zc 132545).561402

Whee L to Pre - At (2c 136554), have 1
571406

VCS; has no I.D., has safe conduct pass
S,Fvalid for TET.

Pre B to Pre - Sit Rep - CP at (zc 196536).581410
Front lines (zc 200535) to (zC 203537) to

(zc 192536) to (zc 197537). Sit & Progress
S,F,CReport, VCS and documents.

Whse L to Pre - Found expended .30 cal.
591410

rds at (zc 135556). Have 1 VCS. Info St. S,F,C

Pre to St - Arty firing on trench lines601416
vicinity (zc 120558), west to GL 10. AO

S,F,Cis adjusting.
Pre B to Pre - Found 20 holes at coord621430
(zc 193542), look like mine emplacement

S,F,Choles. (Info St).
Whoe L to Pre - At (zc 136556) found trench

631440 S,F,C300 meters running south to north.

Pre B to Pre - Found grease gun (zc 192541). S,F
641445

Whoe L to Pre - Have completed sweep, linked
651452

up with blocking force. Req. permission to

move CP to (zc 127549). Req. resupply -
S,F,C

Req. disposition of 6 VCS.
Whae L to Pre - Am displacing CP to coord

661515 S,F
(zc 127549).
Pre to St - Air strike completed. Three

671527
secondary explosions were observed. Whae

S,FL CP moving to (ZC 127549).
S,FPre D to Pre - Sit Rep no enemy contact.681610

Pre to St - Plan to lift Pre B to Pre CP
691615

at 041730H. Pil D and Whoe I continue

S/D on south bank of SONG VU GIA with

boundary (zc 180543) to (zc 180538) to
S,F

(zc 170530).
Pil D to Are - 81mm arrived this position.701625 S,FPlt of Pre D on way to Pre B position.
Pil D to Pre - Front lines (zc 187546) to

70th1653
(zc 190540) to (2C 204544) to (zc 206541)

S,F,Cto (zc 192546) to (zc 194544), CP same.

Pre 6 to Whee I 6 - Boundary est. between
711700

Whee I and Pre B. Proceed slowly, use dogs
and CS. We will devote at least 2 more
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040706 '- 050700 Apr '1966' 18 Apr 1966 .. 
.m 9JU", , SER INCIllEtrT AO'UQJ:! TAgN 

I, 

71 dqS' 8e8l'Ch and -destroy to this 8.1'8&. '", 

Di,soulsed castl$lt'ies whioh \tilt. I inaurr,d 
la.st night." I.6 lfI;ated he raoalved2' ritle 

sren"mortsr tire end ltD t1re, H1a ~~ 
-retqrned and suppressed the,tire. S,F 

1507 leta 72 . Pre D to Pre - Pre D-1' enroute to vehio1e 
dropped at wrong looa.tion (SpeoJor). S,F 

1", 15 Pre to St -Pre' B'reoeived sniper tire 

vto1n1ty (za 204''''), u tor Pre B UlOY&-

ment ~enged to (Zo 1~546) Whioh 18 
secure. Pre D moving tOWard. an.f.pers 
haraa,lng IZ ROO It S,F 

1740 14 ,at t9 h"e - Oaptured dooumenta show that 
va go under pound tor ,-5 days" ReooDlDlend 
sta,)1ng in vUl88'e next 72 br8' to prew.t 
.e8oa~ ot ve, ' 8,F,0 

1810 75 .Pre to at - Speolal Sit Rep #14. S,F,e 
1817 76 Whn I to Pre - or lO~ated (ze 15T5~). 

No •• 1 oontaot, ha.w one 'VCS, S,F,O 

1834 T1 Pre »to ~l'e - Pre D.1 r8081 .. d small QJIIS 

fire ,on wfW to (ze 20556'). ' , S,F 

18,8 18 Pre' tp at - Air strike on ~l. SA NHA{,) , .. : 
(zc 210554) arty asor1'WtDB "by he11eopter 
1itt. S,F,O 

1845 y; St to' Pre - rr~ - Pre :& Utt 0508~H .. 
Oontirale SID operations ",uth at rtve~ wit 
00' Ef., until O5OeOO then oontirrae w/2 Co' 8. o "~ 

Art,y helilift haa prior1t.y on helieopters. 6,F,T 

1846 80 $t to Pre - Report number of 8trikes and 
type ord,. expended and tlaimage. Air a1a:1.kw 
should be utiliZed tor obee,.-,e4 tatget. \:-' 
and in QOnjunotion ri th aesaul t. S,F 

185e a .. · Pre to St. - Jdr std.ltEi pn HA NHA.(:,) com-
','. 

.,. pleted.Arty a1rl1ttltill in progrese. S,l 

1900 etA ,BI1 D to ~ - Looation of' :0....1. S,F 

1945 82 . St to Pre --Restated 'FrOgO ,~sg #'79., ' S,F 

19:58 8}·, Pre B front 'lines(ZO 192548) to (z~ 196553) 
to (zc 198552)~ ,~.O 

1850 84' PreD to Pre ..; "Spot Befort - At 0416458 , 
",f' VO KIA, 1,., QaPtnred at ZC 210560 )... .A.l.,o 

f,'t', 

oapw,r,ed ga. ma.tk, oamo cap, cantMn. S,F.c ij ms. ~ Pre to St - Air strik~ eoJDllienced on DONG 
'.1,. , 

PHOoo(1) at 041910H. S,F,e ' "i':'JI!:-

201~ 86 ~.e I to P%-a - l.-.A..-1dap6l"~ •. 8,]',0 ~. ~~ 

5 MOl Q 2& 

rwOO©u$i~~iro11 
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040700 - 050700 Apr 1966

ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN

days search and destroy to this area,
71

Discussed casualties which Whee I incurred

last night. I-6 stated he received 2 rifle

gren, mortar fire and MG fire, His unit
S,Freturned and suppressed the. fire.

Pre D to Pre - Pre D-1 enroute to vehioleLate 721507 S,F
dropped at wrong location (SpeaFor).

Pre to St - Pre B received sniper fire
731735

vicinity (zc 204556). LZ for Pre B move-

ment changed to (zc 193546) which is

secure. Pre D moving towards snipers
S,F

harassing L2 ROC.
St to Pre - Captured documents show that

741740 VC go under ground for 3-5 days. Recommend

staying in village next 72 hrs to prevent
S,F,Cescape of VC.
S,F,CPre to St - Special Sit Rep #14.751810

Where I to Pre - CP located (zc 157530).761817 S,F,CNo enemy contact, have one VCS.

Pre D to Pre - Pre D-1 received small arms
771834 8,Ffire on way to (zc 205569).

Pre to St - Air strike on village HA NHA(3)
781838

(zc 210554) arty arriving by helieopter
S,F,Clift.

St to Pre - Frago - Pre B lift 050860H,TO1845
Continue S/D operations south of river w/2

Co's. until 050600 then continue w/2 Co's.

Arty helilift has priority on helieopters. S,F,T

St to Pre - Report number of strikes and
801846

type ord. expended and damage. Air strikes

should be utilized for observed targete
S,Fand in conjunction with assault.

Pre to St - Air strike on HA NHA(3) com-
811850 S,F

pleted. Arty airlift still in progress.
S,FBu D to Bu - Location of D-1.81A1900 S,FSt to Pre - Restated FragO insg #79.821945

Pre B front lines (ZC 192548) to (zo 196553)
831938 S,F,Cto (zc 198552).

Pre D to Pre - Spot Report - At 041845H 3
841850 VC KIA, 1 captured at (zc 210560). Also

S,F,C
captured gas mask, camo cap, canteen.

Pre to St - Air strike commenced on DONG
851935 S,F,CPHOUC(1) at 041910H.

S,F,CWhee I to Pra - Id departed.862015

5

UNCLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTI1IL 

'. 
'1! 
2016 
:>017 

2100 
2100 
2100 

2300 

0055 

0100 

0200 
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0357 
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0549 
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STAFF JOURN1~L 
OPERATION QRilNGE 

0~."1OO - 050700 ~pr1966 

§!i INCIDENr 
~ " .. ' ': wnee ~ to. Pre. - L.A., departed. 

, '~ee,:~, ).1»0 . .])",to ,Pre: - D~2'-D dep~ed. 
203~:· ,.+1 89' "t .st' 2' _to. Fpc .. Intel~ Spot Report. 

1l.90 ",: frQ;D1;o ~~O .,..Sit RE;jp 'no ohAnge. 
91 .,' Pil D." P1;e B to l're - Sit· Rep no change. 

, ; '92 .- Whse .. L tQ.~)re .. Sit Rep no change. 
~117 93 .. ·. l' Fre to All. Uni ts' - Info St .. FragO 7-66 

''3 :., to OpnO. 'O,~6. . .,' 
2"125 .... ·"··94 Pre,tqSt, -.1-'ren1ght a9t1vi~1es. :' 
2158 95 . . Pre .to, at. "': Ref '~t Meg Q4195OH, ~re D-1 

r~1n,wm BAil' 6omm.. Secures vehiole. 

;, 
' .. ~, 

211;., 96 
2224 '", '97 

98 

Show on night' de! 0 plan. hoe B lift 
j,po1udes l'rQ ~ Ilrid 20 VeSt 

,. he .t~· St -l!~,o'ap or air strikes. 
1::re to St - l're 1).;.1 has eeoured truok. 
1-11 ~, Pre 1), lireB, Whee' I, Whse L to 
lJre "!, S:I.,.t Rep neg enemy' oontaot. 

99, ~.' I'r.e to '~t .- Speoial Sit Rep #15. 

3120 
18 l~pr 1966 

ACTION T11.KEN 
s,F,e 
S,F,e 
S,F ,e 
S,F,e 
S,F,e 
S,F,e 

S.F,C 
'S,F,e 

s,F,e 
S,F 
S,F 

S~F,O 
S,F,e 2355 

. 2400 100 ;tlil P't, ~re. :S, l.>re D, Whee I,' Whee L to 
! h:re .. Sit Rep no enemy oontact. l ~ S,F, e 

St tQPre - ~.persorinel arrived 8Dout 

. , 

" 

101 
:Q50715. Det' of 12' ·men w/5 :Dien tunnel team, S,F 

102'..i're B, Pre D"Pll D, Whse I,Whse L to 
Pre - No enemy,",ontact'. S,F,e 

• 103 
. ,." "!104 ", 

105 ., 
, 106 

, ~07. 
i 108 

109 

.. .(...ll .Units 1io.l-'~e .... ,.Sit Rep no onemy oontaot. S,F,e 
All Vnits t(> 'P:r;e .-61 t Rep no enemy"'bonta.ot. S ,F,e 
Pre D,\'JhseL .t.o Pre. -Sit R~p no ohange. S,F,e 
~re D, to Pre - 'Pre, ~2-B! ,a1;, ckpt 4, Sit 
Rep no change. 

IPre B to Pre - Sit Rep.no change. 
l're D to ~)re - l're ~2'~ at 0lcp1; 5. 
All Units to Pre - Sit Rep no ohange, Pre 

s,F,e 
S,F,e " 
S,F,e 

S,F,C 
~, " S,F,e 

,0540 
110 
111 
11.2 
11~ 
114 
115 
116 

D-:-2..:B he., r~turnQd~ ..... • 
Whee J:. to l~o. - I...A-3 has returned.: 
iTa to St.~ 6peo~a1. Si,'t R'ep #16. • 
'llhse L to ~~.~ __ ~1 nae r,oturned •. 
Pil.Dto P.re ~SitRepno change. 

S,F,e 
S,F,e. 
S,F,C 
S,F,e 
5,r,0 
S,F,e 
S,F,e 
S,F,e .117. 

11.8 
119 

Pre D to Pre - Sit Rep no o4ange. 
~re B to Pro ~ Si~ Rep no change. 
Whee .1 to i're; Sit Rep' no c,hange. '.' 
Whee'L to Pre -'~it 'Rep' lic change, 

, Pre .:Q to il~e - Sit, 'Rep :~o change. 
CWSlD olQURNALo ''1: : \ ..... ,"'.. "",,, 

: ,!y 
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ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN

S,F,CWhee L to Pre - L-A-3 departed.872016 S,F,CPre D.to Pre: - D-2-C departed.882017 S,F,CSt 2 to Pre - Intell Spot Report.892035 S,F,CPre D to Pro - Sit Rep no change.
1.902100 S,F,CPil D, Pre B to Pre - Sit Rep no change.912100 S,F,CWhse L to Pre - Sit Rep no change.922100

Pre to All Units - Info St - FragO 7-66
932117 S,F,Cto OpnO 303-66.

S,F,CPre to St - l're night activities.942125
Pre to St - Ref St Mag Q4195OH, Pre D-1

952158
rein w/MG and 60mm. Secures vehicle.

Shown on night def. plan. Pre B lift
S,F,Cincludes Pre D-3 and 20 VCS.
S,FPre to St - Recap of air strikes.

962115 S,FPre to St - l're D-1 has secured truck.
972224

I-11 D, Pre D, l're B, Whse I, Whee L to
982300 S,F,CFre 7 Sit Rep neg enemy contact.

S,F,CPre to St - Special Sit Rep #15.992355
Pil D, Pre B, Pre D, Whoe I, Whee L to

1002400 S,F,CPre - Sit Rep no enemy contact.

St to Pre - Eng. personnel arrived about
1010055

050715. Det of 12 men w/5 man tunnel team. S,F

Pre B, Pre D, Pil D, Whee I, Whse L to
102.0100 S,F,CPre - No enemy contact.

All Units to Pre - Sit Rep no enemy contact. S,F,C
1030200

All Units to Pre - Sit Rep no enemy "contact. S,F,C
1040300

Pre D, Whse L to Pre - Sit Rep no change. S,F,C
1050352

Pre D to Pre - Pre D-2-B at ckpt 4, Sit
1060357 S,F,C

Rep no change. S,F,CPre B to Pre - Sit Rep no change.1070358 S,F,CPre D to Pre - Pre D-2-B at okpt 5.1080430
All Units to Pre - Sit Rep no change, Pre

1090500 S,F,CD-2-B has returned,
S,F,CWhae I to Pre - I-A-3 has returned.1100515 S,F,CPre to St - Special Sit Rep #16.

1110540 S,F,CWhoe L to Pre - L-A-1 has returned.
1120545 S,F,CPil D to Pre - Sit Rep no change.
1130546 S,F,CPre D to Pre - Sit Rep no change.1140547 S,F,CPre B to Pre - Sit Rep no change.1150548 S,F,CWhse I to Pre - Sit Rep no change.1160549 S,F,C

Whse L to Pre - Sit Rep no change.
.117.0653 S,F,CPre D to Pre - Sit Rep no change.1180656

CLOSED JOURNAL.1190700
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DECLASSIFIED 

STAFF JOURNAL 
OPERATION ORANGE 

050700 .. 060100 Apr 1966 

INCIDENT 
OIIENED JOORNil.L. 
Pre to at - Artillery mission on HOANG 
PHUOO BAO(~)oommanced 050145H. 
~rs to St - Pre B oommenced lift from LZ 
1M TAM HIEI? at 050805H. 

, Pre D to :iTa - Spot Report l?re :0-1. 
l!re to St .. :Pre D-1 at scene of trook 

dropped by aocident at (zc 205566). Air 

del. personnel With ~re D-1 sta.te truok 

3120 
18 Apr 1966 

ACTION TJi.KEN 

StF,e 

a,F,e 
S,F,C 

demolished. ,Req. permission to destroy. S,F,C 

Whee L to l"re - Whse ~'-2 departed at 
050815H. S,F 
Pil D to iTS - CoJnmE!tj.cins- searoh and destro:y 

opera.tion NGOO KINH(1) (ZO 200543) (infoSt). StF,C 
Pre D to ~re -~re D-1 reports truck 
dropped by acoid8nt (za 20~566) was stripped 
of tires and radio gear.' (Into St). S,F,C 

l;>:re to St - l're D-1 found 2 more va KIA. S,F 

Pre to at - ?re B completed air lift to 
vioini ty Pre Cl) at 04084QH. . S,F 

Pre to St - Pre B S'Caroh anddestrDY 
op'eration THANH DAI(2) a.n.d (1) (ZO 109563). 
Boundary betveen Pre B and Whee L from 
(Zc 118567) 6W to (ZO 11}550) through rica 
paddy E-SE to (zd 1905'8) 3d Plt of PAT 

assisting Whee L. S,F,M 
St to Pre - Req. tollowi~ infot (1) Time 
vehiole first sighted, (2) Time securit,y 
rltarrived at site. S,F 
Pre ,to St .. l-lonroe 5 and 5t 6 arrived l'ra CPo 5,F,O 

Pil D to Pre - Spot Report - SaW 5 Vo enter 
village (ZC 201540). 1 VO fell after reoeived 
small ams. 60mm fired into area w,Amknown 

. results. S,F,C 

.St to }:lra - Oana.ir drop resume? lions: Yes, S,F 

Pi·l D to Pre - Continuing searoh of NGOC 
KINH(1), negative oontact. S,F,C 

Pre to St .. J~nswer to journal entry #12. S,F 

Pre to St - Honroo 6 & St 6 departed Pre OP. StF,C 

8t to ~re - Req 'more detailed assessment of 
air drop damage to truck NJtJ.>, salvage is 

still a possibility. 
Pre to at - .Answer to Entry #19. 
1>ra to St - MJre info on Entry #19. 

S,F 
S,F,O 
S,F,C 

C6!i2 pSt 7 L 

DECLASSIFIED 
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CONFIDENTIAL

STAFF JOURNAL
3120OPERATION ORANGE
18 Apr 1966

050700 - 060700 Apr 1966

ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN
OPENED JOURNAL.10700
Pre to St - Artillery mission on HOANG

20745 S,F,CPHUOC BAC(2) commercied 050745H.

Pre to St - Pre B commenced lift from LZ
30810 S,F,CNW TAM HIEP at 050805H.

S,F,CPre D to Pre - Spot Report Pre D-1.
40815

Pre to St - I're D-1 at scene of truck
50822

dropped by accident at (zc 205566). Air

del. personnel with Pre D-1 state truck
S,F,Cdemolished. Req. permission to destroy.

Whse L to Pre - Whse L-2'-2 departed at
60823 S,F

050815H.
Pil D to Pre - Commencing search and destroy

7
operation NGOC KINH(1) (zc 200543) (info St). S,F,C0830 1
Pre D to Pre - Pre D-1 reports truck

80840
dropped by accident (zc 205566) was stripped

S,F,CSt).of tires and radio gear. (Info
S,F

Pre to St - Pre D-1 found 2 more VC KIA.
90925

Pre to St - Pre B completed air lift to
100850 S,F

vicinity Pre CP at 04084OH.
Pre to St - Pre B search and destroy111022
operation THANH DAI(2) and (1) (zc 109563).

Boundary between Pre B and Whse L from

(zc 118567) SW to (zc 113550) through rice

paddy E-SE to (zc 190538) 3d Plt of PAT
S,F,M

assisting Whse L.

St to Pre - Req. following info: (1) Time
120955

vehicle first sighted, (2) Time security
S,F

P1t arrived at site.

Pre to St - Monroe 5 and St 6 arrived Pre CP. S,F,C
131010

Pil D to Pre - Spot Report - Saw 5 VC enter
141040

village (zc 201540). 1 VC fell after received

small arms. 60mm fired into area w/unknown
S,F,C

results.
St to Pre - Can air drop resume? Ans: Yes. S,F

151040 Pil D to Pre - Continuing search of NGOC
161055 S,F,C

KINH(1), negative contact.
S,F

Pre to St - Answer to journal entry #12.
171107 S,F,C

Pre to St - Monroe 6 & St 6 departed Pre CP.
181107

St to Pre - Req more detailed assessment of
191137

air drop damage to truck ASAP, salvage is
S,F

still a possibility. S,F,C
Pre to St - Answer to Entry #19.201146 S,F,CPre to St - More info on Entry #19.211158

1
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OPERATION ORANGE, 3120 
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050100 - 060700 Apr 1966 16 Apr 1966 
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m ~ SER INCIDmT l~C~ION TAKEN 

1200 2Z 'Nhee J.,to Pre - Destroyed two:fortif'ied 
bunkers (ZO 129555).' 8,F,O 

1206 ~ ') Pre to All Units -Instructions for night 
defense. ' ' S,F,T 

1214 24 P,il D to Pre ~ Alinost through NGOO KINH(2), 

neg enElInycontaot. Am going to LAP THUAN 1 
.'.' (Zc 1825:5.7). S,F,M 

1221 25, Pre ,to et' - TWo' 'explosions of unknown 

origin Qoourred (ZO 141538). S,F 

12}4 26 Pre toSt -Air strike on THANH DAr(1) I 

(ZO 105566). S,F 

1~7 ' 'l7 ~re to ,St - Speoial Sit Rep #17. S,F,e 

1250 28, ,l?re to HST (Lt BASS) - ARVN troops are not 
to enter village (ZC 174545). l're D 
blowing caves~ /JMf not to enter until 
6 ,Apr. S,F 

12'5~ 29' l'ro B to Pre ow New OIl located (ZC 096564). e,F,e 

1302 ;0 l~e Dto l"re ... Sit Rep - D-2 front lines 
at (ZC 165545).,- a"F,O 

1;04 J1 Whee n,to Pre - Destroyed 6 bunkers at 
(ZC 1,2555), . S"F,C 

1306 ~2 ,Pre to St - ldr atrike on THANH ill.I( 1 ) 
completed. S,F 

1;07 3"3 St to l)re - Do not, repeat,do not conduct 

eir strikes in villages that Marines are ... 
searohing. Utilize Eng. tordeatroying 
trenches, tunnels and caves. 1.1r strike 

of village to be used in conjunotion with 

int. attacks. Do not call air strikes 
on village unless 1 t is coordinated w/an 
assaul~~ Other targets noohange. s,r 

1,10 }4 l-'re to, St, - Ref entry '" - Understand end 

1'25 
Will eornplY. S,F,a 

35 l"re to l're B - AO rep0rte trenches from 
(ZC 0'98566) to (ZO 098562).' S,F,C 

1350 3Sk l"'re to St - Inter 'dispos1 tion 6.f air 
dropped truok. llre D-1 awaiting helo 
lift. B,F,e 

1428 ;6 at to ~re - Int. front lines Fre B? Ref. 
meg 051221R. Int. nature of unidentified 

. explOSions? S,F,C 

2 CONFIDPllTIJ~L 

,0>' 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

STAFF JOURNAL
3120OPERATION ORANGE
18 Apr 1966050700 - 060700 Apr 1966

ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN
Whee L to Pre - Destroyed two fortified221200 S,F,Cbunkers (ZC 129555).

Pre to All Units - Instructions for night1206 23 S,F,Tdefense.
Pil D to Pre - Almost through NGOC KINH (2),

24 11214
neg enemy contact. Am going to LAP THUAN

S,F,M
(zc 18253.7).

Pre to St - Two explosions of unknown251221 S,F
origin occurred (zc 141538).

Pre to St - Air strike on THANH DAI(1)261234 S,F
(zc 105566).

S,F,C
Pre to St - Special Sit Rep #17.271237
Pre to HST (Lt BASS) - ARVN troops are not

281250
to enter village (zc 174545). Pre D

blowing caves. ARVN not to enter until
S,F

6 Apr.
Pre B to Pre - New CI located (zc 096564). S,F,C

291254
Pre D to Pre - Sit Rep - D-2 front lines

301302 S,F,Cat (zc 165545).
Whse L to Pre - Destroyed 6 bunkers at

311304 S,F,C
(zc 132555).
Pre to St - Air strike on THANH .I(1)321306 S,F
completed.
St to Pre - Do not, repeat, do not conduct

331307
eir strikes in villages that Marines are

searching. Utilize Eng. for destroying

trenches, tunnels and caves. Air strike

of village to be used in conjunction with

inf. attacks. Do not call air strikes

on village unless it is coordinated w/an
S,Fassault. Other targets no change.

Pre to St. - Ref entry 33 - Understand and
341310 S,F,Cwill comply.

Pre to Pre B - AO reports trenches from
351325

S,F,C
(zc 096566) to (zc 098562).
Pre to St - Inter disposition of air

3541350
dropped truck. Pre D-1 awaiting helo

S,F,C
lift.
St to Pre - Int. front lines Pre B? Ref.

361428
msg 051221H. Int. nature of unidentified

S,F,Cexplosions?
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14:54 37 

1441 }8 

1500 39 

1500 40 
1507 41 

1508 42 

1~-o 44 
1535 45 
1540 46 

1545 47 

1610' 48 

1611 49 

1612 50 

1615 51 

1620 52 
1635 53 

16~5 54 
1636 55 

DECLASSIFIED 

'$T/IFF JOURNAL 
OPERATION. ORANGE 

050100 - 060700 Apr ,1966 
3120 
18 Apr 1966 

INCIDENT, AOTION TAKEN 

Whee L ,to Pre ~ OJ.' (ZO' 132556J. Now de-
stroytrig ro~1tiQatio~s. ARVN to ~ 
east appro~te;1.r('ZO 136554) to 
(zc 1~6555 J destroiing fortifioations. l~VN 
susta:Lned 1 KIA trom booby traJ? H6 haet 
been returned to 'lIlY 01> for avao. S,F ,0 

Whee L to Pre - Destroyed , bunkers at 
(zc 13'555). . , ., S,F,O 

~il D to ~re - Front lines (ZO 180536) 
to (ZO 190539), or (ZO 183536). No an~ 
contact. ITepare~ nignt defenses. ' S,F 

. Yre ~ to Pre 3 - Intelligenoe Spot Repm-t. S,l!' 

at to lJre -l'7re D-1 hold present location 
until final deoision made." . S,F,D 00 

~re D to l~~ - rre D-1 n~w has 4 VO 
carrying loads in view, attempting to 
bring 60mm on them. AD sent to essist. 
Vioinity(ZC 205515). , a,F 
Whee L to l~e - Destroyed 4 caves in 

h8dgGJ:O\t at (zc 130557) and one bunker at 
. (ZO 134556) wi t~ demo.' , . S,F, 

Whse L to rre - D~stroyedbtinker (ZO 134551). 5,F,0 
Whse L to ITa - Destroyed 1 cave (ZO 128558). S,F,C 

'Whee L to l're - ;Destroyed 2 bunkers at ooord 
(ZC 127558). " S,F,O 

Whse L to lire - DestroyeQ 3 bunkers at 
(ZC 121558). Found an eleotrioal firing 
device. 'S,l!',C 

Whee I to Pre -,HRve swapt 3 objeotive 
areas. Destroyed,1 tunnels. Have set up 
iombush at north end of' village. l'resent 
position is (ZC 177541). S,F,C 

Whse L to l~e - Destroyed 2 caves at coord 
(ZO 12856Z). , S,F,e 

rre B to l'ra - .AO reports camouflaged 
housas at (zc 103554). S,F 

l'Te B to l"re - Found 700 lbs rice at coord 
(ZC 099561). S,F 
St to l're ., ~ What is ,looation or l:'re 13? s,l!' 

l're to St ~ l're D-1 obserV~d 15 VC carrying 
boxes at 1455H intO 'cave' (ZC 209576). .Mr 
strike to de~troy ,cave.', S,F 

1>ro to Pre 13 - ~ow .. at (zc 099559). S,F,O 
Whee L to ~re - Willbc moVing to new UP 
in 5 min. S,F 

II 
a • • 

DECLASSIFIED 

.. "'1' 

.. 
.' 

;,' '~ 

, .. : 

I ~i , 

~ .. ,.' 
" ·r 

" 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

STAFF JOURNAL
3120OPERATION ORANGE
18 Apr 1966

050700 - 060700 Apr 1966

ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN
Whee L to Pre - CP (zc 132556). Now de-

371434
stroying fortifications. ARVN to my
east approximately (ZC 136554) to

(zc 136555) destroying fortifications. ARVN

sustained 1 KIA from booby trap. He has
S,F,C

been returned to my CP for evac.

Whee L to Pre - Destroyed 3 bunkers at
38 S,F,C1447

(zc 133555).
Pil D to Pre - Front lines (zc 180536)

391500
to (zc 190539), CP (zc 183536). No enemy

S,F
contact. Prepared night defenses.

Pre 2 to Pre 3 - Intelligence Spot Report. S,F
401500

St to Pre - Pre D-1 hold present location
41 S,F,D Co1507

until final decision made.

Pre D to Pre - Pre D-1 now has 4 VC
421508

carrying loads in view, attempting to

bring 60mm on them. AO sent to assist.
S,F

Vicinity (ZC 205575).
Whee L to Pre - Destroyed 4 caves in

431518
hedgerow at (ZC 130557) and one bunker at

S,F,
(zc 134556) with demo.

Whee L to Ire - Destroyed bunker (ZC 134557). S,F,C
S,F,C44

Whse L to Pre - Destroyed 1 cave (zc 128558).1530
451535

Whse L to l're - Destroyed 2 bunkers at coord
46 S,F,C1540

(zc 127558).
Whse L to Pre - Destroyed 3 bunkers at

471545
(zc 127558). Found an electrical firing

S,F,C
device.
Whse I to Pre - Have swept 3 objective

481610
areas. Destroyed 31 tunnels. Have set up

Ambush at north end of village. Present
S,F,C

position is (ZC 177541).

Whse L to Pre - Destroyed 2 caves at coord
49 S,F,C1611

(zc 128562).
Pre B to Pre - AO reports camouflaged50 S,F1612
houses at (zc 103554).

Pre B to Pre - Found 700 lbs rice at coord
511615 S,F

(zc 099561). S,F
St to Pre , - What is location of Pre B?

521620
Pre to St - Pre D-1 observed 15 VC carrying

531635
boxes at 1455H into cave (zc 209576). Air

S,F
strike to destroy cave.

S,F,C
Pre to I're B - Now at (zc 099559).

541635
Whse L to Fre - Will be moving to new CP

551636 S,F
in 5 min.
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E!J! In JOURNAL 
OPEHl.1ION ORANGE 3120 1.,~-

050700 .. 060700 J.pr 1966 18 J~r 1966 
r 

" 
"H" 

,m" ~ SER IHCIDljm' A!ZJ:ION TiJCEN 

1642 56 Pre iD to lJre -Air strik~ on cave with I~' 
. armamen't. .ReBltite' 'unknown at this time. S,F lj ." 

1647 5.7 Whse L to Pre ... Destroyed 2 tunnels and i"~ 

VC storage shelter (ZC 1}2555). 5,F,e ~ p 

1654 58 ?re ~o St - Re~rt of entries 48, 49, 54, 
57. S,F ..,.....".1-"·-·~,····· 

1655 59 Vre to St ... 1.0 reports air strike was 
short, Request armed HUEI to insure S,F 

complete de~truotion. . 

1700 60 i>re D to l~re - Sit"Rap no enemy oontact. S,F 

1746 ,61 ~8e Ito?re -Night defense (ze 177541). 
Plt (rein!) l~bush at (ZC175541). S,F,O 

1748 62 1)11 D to ?re .. Night activities. S,F,e 

1817 63 rre to St '-~re'D-1 says 2d air strike on -1 
cave vae effeotive, cave entranoe partly 
cavod in, 2 seoondar,yexplosions observed. 
ve oasual ties unknown. S,F,e 

1818 64 WheEl L to Pre .Nightact1v1t1es. S,F,e I 

1820 65 I're D to l're - Sit Rep D-1 (ZC 20856:1). 
D-2, ~ at C}l. S,F 

1825 66 l'r~ to St - Spaoial Sit Rep #18. S,F 

18,0. 67 St 'to Pre - Wha. is l're D CP? S,F 

1855 67A ~re to St - Night aotivities. S,F,M 

1922' 68 llTe to at - Answer to entry #67. S,F 

2020 69 Pre to All Units - Info St - FragO 8-66. S,F ,0 

2100 70 All units to l're - Sit Rap neg oontact. S,F 

2'105 71 Pil D to Pre - Req. arty fife. S,F 

2145 72 l~re to \/hse I - Plaoe ilmbush 1'1 t to SW of 
DONG PROUC(2'). S,F,e 

2200 7} AU Uni 1;8 to i!re - Neg oontact all unite. S,F 

2300 74 111 Units to rre - Neg contact all units. S,F 

2325 19 Wheel to l,)re - Firing '11-79 to drive off ... 
water buffalo advanoing on their position. S,F 

2400 eo l"re to St - Speoial Sit Rep #19- S,F,O . 

0005 81 l~e D'to rre -Sit Rep no enemy oontaot. S,F,e 

0055 82 l?re to at - Spot Report, ~il D and l"re D. S,i,e· 

0100 8, Whse L to I're .. ~ departed OJ,>. S,F,e 

0100 84 All Units to :?'re - Sit Rep no oontaot. S,FfC 

0125 85 l're D to ~re .I. D..3...t1., D-3-C returned. S,F, 

0307 86 St to l're ~ ilUthority for destruction of 
air dropped vehi~le granted. Notify this 
~eadq~arters on oompletion of destruotion. 
~turn D-.1 t<> parant organization. 

~. 
'. 

S,F 

..,,' ......... 4 CONFIDENTIAL 
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STAFF JOURNAL
3120OPERATION ORANGE
18 Apr 1966

050700 - 060700 hpr 1966

ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN
Pre D to Pre - Air strike on cave with

561642 S,F
armament. Results unknown at this time.

Whse L to Pre - Destroyed 2 tunnels and
571647 S,F,CVC storage shelter (ZC 132555).

Pre to St - Report of entries 48, 49, 54,
581654 S,F

57.
Pre to St - 40 reports air strike WAS

591655 S,F
short, Request armed HUEI to insure

complete destruction.
S,F

Pre D to Pre - Sit Rep no enemy contact.
60

Whse I to Pre - Night defense (zc 177541).1700
611746 S,F,C

Plt (reinf) Ambush at (zc 173541).
S,F,C

Pil D to Pre - Night activities.621748
Ire to St - Pre D-1 says 2d air strike on

631817
cave was effective, cave entrance partly

caved in, 2 secondary explosions observed.
S,F,CVC casualties unknown.
S,F,CWhoe L to Pre - Night activities.

64
Pre D to Pre - Sit Rep D-1 (ZC 208561).1818

65 S,F1820
D-2, D-3 at CP.

S,FPre to St - Special Sit Rep #18.661825 S,FSt to Pre - Where is l're D CP?671830 S,F,MPre to St - Night activities.67A1855 S,FPre to St - Answer to entry #67.681922 S,F,CPre to All Units - Info St - FragO 8-66.
692020 S,F

All units to Pre - Sit Rep neg contact.
702100 S,F

Pil D to Pre - Req. arty fife.
712105

Pre to Whse I - Place Ambush Plt to SW of
722145 S,F,C

DONG PHOUC (2). S,F
All Units to Pre - Neg contact all units.

732200 S,F
411 Units to Pre - Neg contact all units.

742300
Whse I to Pre - Firing M-79 to drive off

792325
water buffalo advancing on their position. S,F

S,F,CPre to St - Special Sit Rep #19.802400 S,F,CPre D to Pre - Sit Rep no enemy contact.
810005 S,F,C

Pre to St - Spot Report, Pil D and Pre D.
820055 S,F,CWhse L to Pre i L-A-3 departed CP.
830100 S,F,CAll Units to Pre - Sit Rep no contact.
840100 S,F,

Pre D to Pre - D-3-A, D-3-C returned.
850125

St to Fre - Authority for destruction of
860307

air dropped vehicle granted. Notify this

Headquarters on completion of destruction.
S,FReturn D-1 to parent organization.
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STAFF JOURNll.L 
OPERATION ORANGE 

050700 - 060700 Apr 1966 

INCIDM 
'["11 l"re & Whee Units to Pre - Sit Rep no 

3120 
18 Apr 1966 

l~OTION T./UOlN 

ohange, no enemy oontaot. S ,FC 

~re to St -Request permission to have 
Pre D-1 oheck out oaves, subject of two 
ail' strikes.. S ,F 

at to l1re - Permission granted to check 
eaves. S,F 

J~ll Units to Pre - Sit Rep no enemy oontact. S,F,e 

hll Units to l>re ~ No enemy oontaot. S,F,C 

}lre to St - Speoial 61 t Rep #20. S,F 
Whse L to 1're - Whse 1.-3 in blooking 
position for Pre B-3. S,F 
CIOSED JOURNA. 
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CONFIDENTIAL
STAFF JOURNAL

3120OPERATION ORANGE
18 Apr 1966

050700 - 060700 Apr 1966

ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN
All Ire & Whse Units to Pre - Sit Rep no

870310 S,FC
change, no enemy contact.
Pre to St - Request permission to have

880308
Pre D-1 check out caves, subject of two

S,F
air strikes.
St to Pre - Permission granted to check

890345 S,Fcaves.
S,F,C

All Units to Pre - Sit Rep no enemy contact.
900400 S,F,CAll Units to Pre - No enemy contact.
910505 S,FPre to St - Special Sit Rep #20.920559

Whse L to Pre - Whse L-3 in blocking
930652 S,F

position for Pre B-3.
CLOSED JOURNA.940700
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OPERATION ORANGE 
060700 - 070700 Apr 1966 

INCIDENT 

Pre to Pre D-l • Destroy truck 
with means at hand. Report de­
destruction to this Hdq when ac­
complished. 
Pre to st - Pre D-1 instructed to 
d~stroy truck, Engineers standing 
by ,in case they-are required to 
assist. Pre D-l abserved 3 sec­
ondary'explosions in cave yester­
day and-feels, the ammo ls destroy­
ed. D-l e.bloI'est1ma~edf",·).tot-,'t~hl3urs 
BO -reach cave from present posl tion. 
Pre D-l ordered to destroy truck 
and return to Pre 0 position. 
Pre to all units.-VC may be em­
ploying electrically detonated mines. 
Pre D to Pre -, Spot report on booby 
trap (ZC 143557). 
PilO to Pre - spot report of am 
bush site - P11 O-l-A found blood 
soaked bandages, no VC bodies. VC 
uniforms, wooden MG train~ng devlQe. 
Chronology of events surrounding 
truck air dropped into hills (info 
only) • 
Pi1 D to Pre - 25-30 people sight­
ed along south bank of river (ZC 
142552). -
Pre to st - Poss1ble exp1a.nation 
of two explosions (ZC 140577) yest­
erday. 
Pre to st - Air drop off target. 
drop landed (ZC 149537). 
Pre to st - Air drop caused 1 KIA 
6 WIA Civilians. 

ACTION TAKEN 

S,B,T, 

S,F,C 

S,F,T 

S,F,C 

S,F,C 

S,F 

S,F 

S,F 

S,F 

S,F 
Pre to st - CS$rrection of air drop ~ . .';u 

casualties figure. . 
Pre to st - st 6 arrived at Pre CP. 
PreB to Pre - CP moved to (ZC 
096564). Front lines same. 
Pre to PreB, Whse L - PreS at 
(ZC 096564) hold there. Whse L 
hold at (ZC 122557) for arty/air 
strike on fortifications at (ZC 
106567). strike 1300H. 

DECLASSIFIED 

S,F,C 
S,F,C 

S,F,e 

S,F 
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DECLASSIFIED

OPERATION ORANGE
060700 - 070700 Apr 1966

ACTION TAKENINCIDENTSEROUTIN

Pre to Pre D-1 Destroy truck10700
with means at hand. Report de-
destruction to this Hdq when ac-

S,F,T,complished.
Pre to St - Pre D-1 instructed to0705 2
destroy truck, Engineers standing
by in case they are required to
assist. Pre D-1 abserved 3 sec-
ondary explosions in cave yester-
day and feels the ammo is destroy-
ed. D-1 aborestimated tot? hburs
90 reach cave from present position.
Pre D-1 ordered to destroy truck

S,F,Cand return to Pre D position.
Prè to all units. -VC may be em-0734 3

S,F,Tploying electrically detonated mines.
Pre D to Pre - Spot report on booby40744 S,F,Ctrap (ZC 143557).
PilD to Pre - spot report of am0842 5
bush site - Pil D-1-A found blood
soaked bandages, no VC bodies. VC

S,F,Cuniforms, wooden MG training device.

Chronology of events surrounding60845 INFO
truck air dropped into hills (info

S,Fonly).
P11 D to Pre - 25-30 people sight-6A0858
ed along south bank of river (ZC

S,F142552).
Pre to St - Possible explanation70907
of two explosions (ZC 140577) yest-

S,Ferday.
Pre to St - Air drop off target.80920

S,Fdrop landed (ZC 149537).
Pre to St - Air drop caused 1 KIA0940 9

S,F6 WIA civilians.
Pre to St - correction of air drop101030

S,F,Ccasualties figure.
S,F,CPre to St - St 6 arrived at Pre CP.0945 DOA

PreB to Pre - CP moved to (ZC110952
S,F,C096564). Front lines same.

Pre to PreB, Whse L - PreB at1014 12
(ZC 096564) hold there. Whse L
hold at (ZC 122557) for arty/air
strike on fortifications at (zc

S,F106567). Strike 1300H.
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DECLASSIFIED 

~ OPESATIONOHANGE ~ 
0607·00 .. 070700 Apr 1966 

!] OUT""~ INCIDENT 

1058 

1137 

1128 
1218 

1025 

,10S5 

1056 

11$5 

1119 

i12S 

1135 

1215 

1225 

1305 

1320 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 
23 
24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

Pr~e to $t''-Whee L moving ·to 
"HOANG PHOUG BAC (2). , 
Pre" to St .. Location of· Scat" 
Peek, and Snoov (Becon). 
Pr~2 to~11 D, Whse L - Inte11 
spot report •. 
WbS~ L to Pre - At HONG PHUOe 
BAC (2) moving west. , , 
Pre to'st - Capt·HUEBER, Spec. 
For, reports laborers are now re-

. ,covering supplies dropped 01,lt of 
'the, zone in this mornings drop 
and carrying 1 t back to the air­
field •. 
Pre to st .. PreD-l he8 destroyed 
truck, 1s now on way back to Pre 
Delta positions. 
Pre to .st .. Whee L reports 100 
meter's trench 11nerunning E .. W at 
(ZC 126,5?J also fresh 6ft ditch 
run~l~ N/S. Dest 38ft tunnels at 
(Z012'5;8) • 
Artfllery fire miSSion being fired 
on suspected VC training center at 
(ZC 183485) based on intell info 
from ves. , 
St toP~e - Int your 061110H, 
how was truck destroyed?,' 
Pre to st - Spec sit rep #21. 
ITT to'Pre2 .. Inte11 spot rep. 
Whse L to Pre - Blew a tunnel 30 
'meters long, 4; ft wide, 2t .ft 
high, reinf0rced w/stee1 stakes 
and bamboo at (ZC 121557). 
Pre to st -, Spec For report s 6 
more air dropsr~q to complete 
del. of class IV and V items 
needed to complete camp. Com­
pletion of camp in2 days con­
tl~ent on arrival of class IV 
and: V. . 
Pi1 Dto Pre - Destroyed 10 
fighting holes and 5 caves vic 
(ZC 175534). " .. 
Pre to'st - A1r strike on 60rt-
1ried trench complex vic (ZC 
108565) began. One secondary 
explosion Observed. 
Pre to st - Arty fire mission 
on PreS attack objective vic 
(ZC 108565) with good coverage & 
effect. 
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OPERATION ORANGE
060700 - 070700 Apr 1966

ACTION TAKENINCIDENTSEROUTIN

Pre to St-Whse L moving to131025
S,FHOANG PHOUG BAC (2).

Pre to St - Location of Scat,141055 S,Peek, and Snoop (Recon).
Pre2 to Pil D, Whse L - Intell1056 15

S,Fspot report.
Whee L to Pre - At HONG PHUOC161058
BAC (2) moving west.
Pre to St - Capt HUEBER, Spec.171115
For, reports laborers are now re-

covering supplies dropped out of
the zone in this mornings drop
and carrying it back to the air-

S,Ffield.
Pre to St - PreD-1 has destroyed181119
truck, is now on way back to Pre

S,F,CDelta positions.
Pre to St - Whse L reports 1001128 19
meters trench line running E-W at

(ZC 126557) also fresh 6ft ditch

running N/S. Dest 3 8 ft tunnels at
S,F,C(ZC 123558).

Artillery fire mission being fired201135
on suspected VC training center at

(ZC 183485) based on intell info
S,Ffrom VCS.

St to Pre - Int your 06111OH,211137 S,Fhow was truck destroyed?
S,F,CPre to St - Spec sit rep #21.221215 S,ITT to Pre2 - Intell spot rep.231128

Whse L to Pre - Blew a tunnel 30241218
meters long, 4; ft wide, 21 ft

high, reinforced w/steel stakes
S,Fand bamboo at (ZC 121557).

Pre to St - Spec For reports 6251225
more air drops req to complete
del. of class IV and V items
needed to complete camp. Com-

pletion of camp in 2 days con-

tingent on arrival of class IV
S,F,Cand V.

Pil D to Pre - Destroyed 10261305
fighting holes and 5 caves vic

S,F(ZC 175534).
Pre to St - Air strike on Sôrt-271320
ified trench complex vic (ZC
108565) began. One secondary

S,Fexplosion observed.
Pre to St - Arty fire mission282045 1345
on PreB attack objective vic

(ZC 108565) with good coverage &
effect.
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1435 

1440 

1445' 
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1522 

1540 

1540 

1605 
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DECLASSIFIED 

tit OPERATION ORANGE e 
060700 = 070700 Apr 1966 

SER - INCIDENT ' 

29 Pre to st - Pre 0.1 returned 
)0 to Pre D CP 1335. Alr"Strike"'on 

"Pre ,B obJective- began (ZC 108565). 
)1 Pil n to 'Pre' - Front lines (ZC 

170532),to.(ZC118535) C,P at (ZC 
1735)3) LZ at (ZC 113533). 
Comme~qing det~11ed SiD, PHUOC 
L41:r-l. -Request refjupp1y ASAP 
CPt . 

32 '"PreD to Pre:" D-2 blew 19 'caves 
i'n TAl SON ,(ZC 190557) sin ops 
in'area continue. . 

33 PreB to Pre - B-1.in pas to ,be­
gin sweep. 

34 PreB to Pre - PreB now £1 ring 
mortars in support their attack. 

35 PreB to Pre - preB,begins attack 
(ZC 108565). _ 

)6 PreB to Pre - Pre B-1 has dis­
covered some old VN civilians 
at western end of object1ve area. 

:3 7 Pre6 to Pre - PreB:;no enemy con­
tact thus far, 81 mortar fire sup­
port1ng attack. Whse Lb10cking 
(ZC 115556). 

)8 PreD to Pre - Pre 0.1 at PreD CPt 
Pre 0.2 at. (ZC 140559) Pre D-J at 
(ZC 166555). Pre D-2 and Pre 0.3 
conducting SiD ops., 

)9 Pre6 to Pre - PreB has 3 VeSt 
40 Pre to st - Whse L at (ZC 118557) 

destroyed leave. Whse L in 
block (ZC 114555)", , 

41 Pil D to Pre - Pil D-l found 
grave (ZC 174534) contained body 
of woman dressed in black, about 
30 yrs old, Del?d about J days, 
J bullet wounds 1n chest. No ID 
on body. Villagers claim she Was 
ve. Could have been killed in f1re 
fight Pi1 D had in this Village 
w/vc. 

42 Pre D to, Pre" ~ 4 ve spotted (ZC 
168588). AO·request~d. 

43 Whse L tO,Pre - night act1vit1es, 
CP located (ZC 127549). 

43A PreB to Pre - B-1 located (ZC 
106566). 

DECLASSIFIED 
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OPERATION ORANGE
060700 = 070700 Apr 1966

ACTION TAKENINCIDENTSEROUTIN

Pre to St - Pre D-1 returned1345 29
to Pre D CP 1335. Air Strike on30 S,F,CPre B ob jective began (zc 108565).
Pil D to Pre - Front lines (ZC31
170532) to (ZC 178535) CP at (ZC

173533) LZ at (zc 173533).
S-4, FSCC,Commencing detailed S/D, PHUOC
CLAM. Request resupply ASAP

CP.
PreD to Pre $ D-2 blew 19 caves321430
in TAI SON (ZC 190557) S/D ops

S,F,Cin area continue.
PreB to Pre - B-1. in pos to be-331430 S,F,Cgin sweep.
PreB to Pre - PreB now firing341435 S,F,Cmortars in support their attack.
PreB to Pre - PreB begins attack351440
(ZC 108565).

36 PreB to Pre - Pre B-1 has dis-
1445

covered some old VN civilians
S,Fat western end of objective area.

37 Pre6 to Pre - PreB no enemy con-
1450

tact thus far, 81 mortar fire sup-

porting attack. Whse L blocking
S,F,C(ZC 115556).

PreD to Pre - Pre D-1 at PreD CP.381500
Pre D-2 at (ZC 140559) Pre D-3 at

(ZC 166555). Pre D-2 and Pre D-3
S,F,Cconducting S/D ops.
S,F,CPre6 to Pre - PreB has 3 VCS.391510

Pre to St - Whse L at (ZC 118557)401515
destroyed 1 cave. Whse L in
block (ZC 114555),
Pil D to Pre - Pil D-1 found411522
grave (ZC 174534) contained body
of woman dressed in black, about

30 yrs old, Dead about 3 days,
3 bullet wounds in chest. No ID

on body. Villagers claim she was

VC. Could have been killed in fire

fight P11 D had in this village
S,Fw/VC.

Pre D to. Pre - 4 VC spotted (ZC421540 S,F168588). AO requested.
Whse L to Pre - night activities,431540 S,F,MCP located (ZC 127549).

43A PreB to Pre - B-1 located (ZC1605 S,F,M106566).
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DECLASSIFIED 

OPERATION ORANGE 
060700 - 070700 Apr 1966 

SER INCIDENT 

62 FreD to Pre - D-2-A, D-2-C, 
D-)-A, D-3-C leaving CPo 

63 Whse I to Pre - Moving into night 
defensive posit10n, n1ght Canisters 
moving into position. 

64 All units from Pre - FragO 9-66 
to OpnO 303-66, (info st). 

65 All units to Pre - sit rep no 
change. 

66 Pre to St - Airfield counter 
attack plane i> 

67 Whse I to Pre - all ambushes 
are out. 

68 VJhse L to Pre - Whse L-2 dis­
patched sqd to HST ~mmo dumps. 

69 Pre to st - Sit rep neg contact 
from all units except Whse I 
spot report will follow. 

70 st to Pre - Re~ 6620,OH:,- (fntlfiill 
Report) when was last time troops 
were in village (ZC 174546). 

71 St2 to Pre - Ans to entry #70. 
72 st to Pre - At first light search 

out Village at (ZC 174546). Plan 
support fire, block S bank. 

73 Pre to st - will comply w/msg 
062320. 

74 Spec Sit rep #24. 
75 All units to Pre - no enemy 

contact. 
76 All units to Pre - no enemy 

contact. 
77 All units to Pre - no enemy 

contact. 
79 PreB, D, P1ID, Whsel. WhseL to 

Pre - no enemy contact. 
80 PreB,D.P1ID, Whsel, WhseL to 

Pre- no enemy contact. 
81 Spec sit report #24. 
82 PreD to Pre-Am now moving. 
83 Whse I to Pre -Last night at a-

bout 2100 I-A-2 killed 2 VC body 
count at (ZC 167536). No weapons 
were recovered. VC wearing shorts 
and souled white shirts. Because of 
comm dtff Whse I CP disn't know this 
until this AM. 

84 Pre to st- spot rep ref entry #83. 
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OPERATION ORANGE

060700 - 070700 Apr 1966

ACTION TAKEN
SER INCIDENTOUTIN

62 PreD to Pre - D-2-A, D-2-C,2030 S,FD-3-A, D-3-C leaving CP.

63 Whse I to Pre - Moving into night2047
defensive position, night Canisters

S,Fmoving into position.
64 All units from Pre - Frago 9-662105 S,F,Cto Opno 303-66, (info st).
65 All units to Pre - sit rep no

2110 S,F,C
change.

66 Pre to St - Airfield counter
2137 S,F,Cattack planes

67 Whse I to Pre - all ambushes2143 S,F,Care out.
68 Whse L to Pre - Whse L-2 dis-

2150 S,F
patched sqd to HST ammo dumps.

69 Pre to St - Sit rep neg contact
2215

from all unit except Whse I
S,F

spot report will follow.
S,F,C

70 St to Pre - Ref 062030H (Intell2228
Report) when was last time troops

S,Fwere in village (ZC 174546).
S,F,C71 St2 to Pre - Ans to entry #70.2237

72 St to Pre - At first light search
2336

out village at (ZC 174546). Plan
S,F,T

support fire, block S bank.

73 Pre to St - will comply w/msg2345 S,F062320.
S,F,C74 Spec Sit rep #24.2400

75 All units to Pre - no enemy0100 S,F,Ccontact.
76 All units to Pre - no enemy0200 S,F,Ccontact.
77 All units to Pre - no enemy0304 S,F,Ccontact.
79 PreB, D, PilD, WhseI, WhseL to

0500 S,F,CPre - no enemy contact.
80 PreB, D, PilD, WhseI, WhseL to0600 S,F,CPre- no enemy contact.

S,F,C81 Spec sit report #24.0610 S,F82 PreD to Pre-Am now moving.0650
83 Whse I to Pre -Last night at a-0643

bout 2100 I-A-2 killed 2 VC body
count at (zc 167536). No weapons
were recovered. VC wearing shorts
and souled white shirts. Because of
comm diff Whse I CP disn't know this

S,F,Cuntil this AM.
S,F,C84 Pre to St- Spot rep ref entry #83.0645

UNCLASSIFIED
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3120 
STA'FF; JWRNAL 

O:PERATION ORANGE 
070700- 080700 .Apr 1966, 18 Apr 1966 

INCIDENT J~cr.rION TiJ{EN 

Ol'ENEDJOUBN1.L. . . 
l"re to at -'Pre Dmovi.~ into position to 
attaok'TINH DONG TAIjDuO DONG, coord 
(ZC 172546)·. l're:O-1 moving to vicinity· 

oOQrd (za 18354B).Pre D~ IOOving to 
vioinity coord (za 166554). Whse I Plt 
moving :to -vicinity (ZC 1n542:). Pre ~ 
will enter village, .searoh and destroY.' 

:f'i.om SW. J..rty pre)parted to support 
attaok.~ttaok oommenoe approximately 
07090OHv/B.i.r an 8tatio~. S,F 

1>11 D to llre - 8i t Rep - FJ'Ont line same, 
C",iI eaJlIG, no enemy ·oonta.ot. We will sweep 
foothills loullh ot w'ATHUJUi. S,F 

i"re D to. l!'re - On move. D-1-C remaining 
at C~. S,F 

I're D· to l~e -' li're ~r now in position. S,F,C 

Whee L to ~re - One 'WIA l,JSMC' from M-26 

booby trap. S,F, C 

~reD to Pre - In position, ready to . 

oOlllDence search and destroy TINlf DONG T1J./ 

. roc roNa. S,F 

'Wh. seL Mad ivao oomplete070915. S,F 

l'il D to !Jre - At (ZC 18'530), Pil D-1 

took 1 vc under fire. 2' va. KIA, 2 va 
oaptured. No weapons recovered. va 
prisoners have combat eqUip (pecks). One 

VC prisoner· has Geneva Cori~ntion oard hie 

posl8aion belonged to· mss -KIA trom 
B Co t41. S,F 
1"'re D-2 enter.ad TINH DONG TAY from ~. 
No enemy Qontaot· •. :i.)re B' (za 106563). S,F 

Pil D to i~e - FOund. 2 oaveswi th 
tobSooo and rice (ZC ~82528). S,F,C 

1>11 D to I're - One Va prisoner had Geneva: 
Oonvention card belonging ~o a man KIA 
on Dt.1, ms:?, Weldon Dalte. S,F,C 

l.'re D to'-ltre - D.e8~ying oave (ZC162545). S,F 

1'11 D .to l're - Disoovered possible ~O 'train­

ing,camp ·(ZC 19?529). Artillery mis8ion 

being fired on it. S,F,O 

Whee· 11 to l're -: liave' blown a tunnel 7 it, 
long ~ZC'f35553 ).' .. . S,F,C 
Whee I .t9 ~re - Yiokedup V05 (za 166531), 
running along trai~ to west. No I.D., no 
wpn. \>Jeering jaoket made in HANOI. S,F, C 

e9'S 
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CONFIDENTIAL

STAFF JOURNAL
3120OPERATION ORANGE
18 Apr 1966070700 - 080700 Apr 1966

ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN
OPENED JOURNAL.10700
Pre to St - Pre D moving into position to

20720
attack TINH DONG TAI/DUC DONG, coord

(zc 172546). Pre D-1 moving to vicinity

ooord (zc 183548). Pre D-3 moving to

vicinity ooord (zc 168554). Whee I Plt

moving to vicinity (zc 173542). Pre D-2

will enter village, search and destroy
from SW. Arty preparted to support
attack. httack commence approximately

S,F070900H w/air on station.
Pil D to Pre - Sit Rep - Front line same,30749
CP same, no enemy contact. We will sweep

S,Ffoothills south of LPA THUAN.
Pre D to Pre - On move. D-1-C remaining40755 S,Fat CP.

S,F,CPre D. to Pre - Pre D-3 now in position.50822
Whse L to Pre - One WIA USMC from M-2660835 S,F,Cbooby trap.
Pre D to Pre - In position, ready to

70840
commence search and destroy TINH DONG TAI/

S,FDUC DONG.
S,FWhae L Med Evao complete 070915.80915

Pil D to Pre - At (2C 183530), Pil D-1
90910

took 7 VC under fire. 2 VC KIA, 2 VC

captured. No weapons recovered. VC

prisoners have combat equip (pecks). One

VC prisoner has Geneva Convention card his

posission belonged to MOSS - KIA from
S,FB Co D+1.

Pre D-2 entered TINH DONG TAY from SW.100917
No enemy contact. I're B (zc 108563). S,F

Pil D to ire - Found 2 caves with110925 S,F,Ctobacoo and rice (zc 182528).
Pil D to Pre - One VO prisoner had Geneva120930
Convention card belonging to a man KIA

S,F,Con D+1, MOSS, Weldon Dake.
Pre D ta-Pre - Destroying cave (zc 162545). S,F

130930
Pil D to l're - Discovered possible VC train-

140945
ing camp (ZC 192529). Artillery mission

S,F,Cbeing fired on it.
Whee L to Pre - Have blown a tunnel 7 ft.151000

S,F,C
long (2C 135553).
Whee I to Pre - Picked up VCS (zc 166531),161007
running along trail to west. No I.D., no

S,F,Cwpn. Wearing jaoket made in HANOI.

1
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CONFIDENTIAL 

6'l'AFF J0URN1.L 
Ol?ERATION ORANGE 3120 

070'700 - 0~700 Apr 1966 18 Apr 1966 ~~"l 

11! ~:::; - sm INCIDENT ACTION TiJ{EN 

1015 ,17 Wbse to Pre - Hav.e blown 2 tunne18 
(ZC 134554), one ef,-one 10' long. S,F I 

1025 18 'St to Pre - Int. ooord & time of aotion 
'resul'b1ng in 2 vc KI.t~, 2' ves. S,F 

1030 19 }lOre to St -Pre D located (ZC 166545), 
sweeping TINH DONG TAY. S,F 

1021 20 Scat Srioopat .,(ze MWXLLJ). Soat Peek 
(ZC SQl{FTW) .. · .. S,F 

10}O NOTE Z1 Air strike oonducted on probable ve 
training oenter (ZC 192529). S,F 

1020 22 Pre to w.hse I - ilut security on supplies 
, dropped -No ohoppers available -What 

is position your unit supporting?' rre 
D' Opns from south bank. S,F 

105~ ~ Whee L to Pre - Blew tunnels at (ZC 134555) 
and {ZC n'555). Blew blnker a.t (ZC 134554) ",. 
with seoondary explosion. S,F,e ," 

1110 24 Whse L to l)re - Punji trap (ZC 1,3555), 
blew 5 ft. sq. bunker a.t (zc 133554). s,F,e 

1126 INFO 25 Whee L to Pre -Village chief states va 
emplaoed mines (ZC 121557) and (ZC 122551). 
Will oall supporting arms to destroy them. S,F 

11}O 26 Whee L to l"re - Medical ge~ found at 
~ze 1"555~, 2" barbed wire gates at 

ZC 1"554 • '. S,F,C 

1140 27 Pre D toI're ... Front lines (ZC 16S54t-5),. S,F,O 

1147 28 Whee I to l>re -Found 1 VO KIA (ZC 166535). S,F 

1159 29 Pre D to 17e - Front lines (ZC 171546). S,F,C 
1210 30 Whee I to' Pre - Burned hedgerow oovering 

25 oaves. S,F 

12'16 31 Whee L to Pre - Burned one bunker (Z.C 130555). 
Found 3- 'x}' ¢mji trap. S,F,O 

1217 ;2 i're D to Pre - Found 2 large oa.ves .. , 
(ZC 172545). s,F,e 

1218 3:5 Pre D to Pre -~orward elements at 
(zc 176546). '. S,F,O 

1226 34 Speoial Sit Rep #25. S,F 

1230 35 Whee Ito Pre - Found 1 VC KIA and 1 VC Wlil. 

(ZC 167536). No weapons. S,F 

1235 36 Whee L to ~re ..;.. At (ZC 128555) burned ,'," 
.. 'j 

4x4 bunker. S,F,a 

1247 '7 l-'re to St - l:re D has completed sweep of 
fJlINH IXlNG TAY (ZC 17'546). Whse I has re-
moved blook for l're D. } rd direct fire 
arty entered oave at (ZO 162517). S,F,O ., 

, ~) 
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3120OPERATION ORANGE
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070700 - 080700 Apr 1966

ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN
Whoe to Pre - Have blown 2 tunnels

17 S,F1015
(zc 134554), one 8', one 10' long.
St to Pre - Int. coord & time of action

181025 S,F
resulting in 2 VC KIA, 2 VCS.

Pre to St - Pre D located (zc 166545),
191030 S,F

sweeping TINH DONG TAY.

Soat Snoop at (zc MWXLLJ), Soat Peck
201021 S,F

(zc SQKFTW)
Air strike conducted on probable VC

21NOTE1030 S,F
training center (zc 192529).

Pre to Whse I - Put security on supplies221020
dropped - No choppers available - What

is position your unit supporting? Pre
S,FD Opns from south bank.

Whee L to Pre - Blew tunnels at (zc 134555)
231053

and (zc 133555). Blew bunker at (zc 134554)
S,F,Cwith secondary explosion.

Whse L to Pre - Punji trap (zc 133555),241110 S,F,C
blew 5 ft. sq. bunker at (zc 133554).

Whse L to Pre - Village chief states VC
25INFO1126

emplaoed mines (zc 121557) and (zc 122557).

Will oall supporting arms to destroy them. S,F

Whee L to Pre - Medical gear found at
261130

(zc 133555), 2 barbed wire gates at
S,F,C

(zc 133554).
Pre D to Pre - Front lines (zc 168545), S,F,C

271140
Whee I to Pre - Found 1 VC KIA (zc 166535). S,F

281147
Pre D to Pre - Front lines (zc 171546). S,F,C

291159
Whee I to Pre - Burned hedgerow covering

301210 S,F
25 caves.
Whae L to Pre - Burned one bunker (zc 130555).

311216 S,F,CFound 3'x3' punji trap.
Pre D to Pre - Found 2 large caves321217 S,F,C
(zc 172545).
Pre D to Pre - Forward elements at

331218 S,F,C
(zc 176546). S,F
Special Sit Rep #25.341226
Whse I to Pre - Found 1 VC KIA and 1 VC WIA

351230 S,F
(zc 167536). No weapons.
Where L to Pre - At (zc 128555) burned

361235 S,F,C
4x4 bunker.
Pre to St - Pre D has completed sweep of

371247
TINH DONG TAY (ZC 173546). Whoe I has re-

moved blook for Pre D. 3 rd direct fire
S,F,C

arty entered cave at (zc 162517).
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8l'AFF, JOURNltL 
Ol'ERATION ORANGE 

070700 ~ 08Q7OO ApI:' 1966 
}120 
18 :Apr 1966 

INCIDENT 
ACTION TilKEN' 

Whse t'tO Pre .;.. Ble9 bunk~r (ZC 127555h 

Village (ZC 126557) had trench line 150 

meter. long and barbed wire tangle foot. 

OP (ZC 11754'i)~' " S,F,e 

Whse L to'~re' - :Blew 2 bunkers at (ZC 124557) 

~d one' bunker at (ZC12'557). S,F, 

P1~ D to Pre - Front lines lo~ated 

. (ZC 186544) 'to (ZC 194545). CP (ZC 190545). StF,e 

Pre to St ~ Details on caves found by 

~e~ . S~ 

, ~.re D. to i"re - Re,tUrning to W. l're D-1 

and D-2 are sweeping north end sou'th of 

Highw8\114. . S,F,e 

.. N1ghti.a¢Uvttiaa from all ~ts. S,F,C 

To ell un1 ts' J Frei Order 10-66 to OpnO 

303-66. ' s,F,e 

Whse I, Whse L, Pre D, Pre B, ?il D 

CJ? locations. . S ,F, C 

~re to at -,Speo1al Sit Rep i126~ S,F 

Reoon locations - Snoop (ZC 1185,6),.Peek 

at (ZC 158562). . S,F 

1)11 l) to l"rQ - Sit Rep no en amy conta.ot. S,F,C 

1:'il D,~)re D, Whse I, 'Whee L, ;Pre B - Sit 

Rap all secure, no en~Dl1 Qontact. S,F,C 

Pre B-1 he~d noise in river, illum, 2 

water bu..irato sWimming in river. StF,a 

l)reto St' - ~peoFor emde states camp· 

oonstrUction will be oompleted 1116ooH. 

ild(J, l're B-1 night positions. S,F,C 

~re to at • Sit Rep no change, no .~~ 

contaot. 
S,F,C 

Bu~ to Bu D - location of Scat Peek 

(ZC 156562). S,F 

St to Pre - Are PF' s/'RF 's still burning 

houses following in traoe of our searoh 

and destroy operations in villages? Req. 

answer ASAP. S.F 

1Nhse I Cl) and Whee I 1 are in night defense 

positions. Whse 1-2, ;, 4 will be in 

position shortly. S,F 

rre 6 to St 6 - Ref your P 072040H (Mag 54) 

neg. ~ District ohief haa been direoted to 

keep IfF ftF from areas Marines are in until 

further informed by l~re 6. S ,F 

All Units to Vre - Sit Rep no enemy oontaot. S,F,C 

,. Ill-purIM $ Ii 
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ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUT
Whee L to Pre - Blew bunker (zc 127555)IN

38
Village (zc 126557) had trench line 1501350

meters long and barbed wire tangle foot.
S,F,C

CP (zc 177541).

Whse L to Pre - Blew 2 bunkers at (zc 124557)
S,F,39

and one bunker at (zc 123557).1442

Pil D to Pre - Front lines located
S,F,C

(zc 186544) to (zc 194545). CP (zc 190545).401503

Pre to St - Details on caves found by
S,F411410

Pre D.
Pre D to Pre - Returning to CP. Pre D-1

and D-2 are sweeping north and south of421538
S,F,C

Highway 14. S,F,C
Night activities from all units.

To all units - Frag Order 10-66 to OpnO431640
S,F,C441725

303-66.
Whee I, Whoe L, Pre D, Pre B, Pil D

S,F,C451800 CP locations. S,F
Pre to St - Special Sit Rep #26.

Recon locations - Snoop (zc 118536), Peek461845
S,F471847 at (zc 158562).

Pil D to Pre - Sit Rep no enemy contact. S,F,C

Pil D, Pre D, Whse I, Whee L, Pre B - Sit481930
S,F,C49

Rep all secure, no enemy contact.2001

Pre B-1 heard noise in river, illum, 2
S,F,C50

water buffalo swimming in river.2015

Pre to St - SpecFor Cmde states camp

construction will be completed 111600H.512100
S,F,C

Add Pre B-1 night positions.

Pre to St - Sit Rep no change, no enemy
S,F,C522105

contact.
Bu3 to Bu D - Location of Scat Peek

S,F532105
(zc 158562).
St to Pre - Are PF's/RF's still burning

houses following in trace of our search542053

and destroy operations in villages? Req.
S.F

answer ASAP.

Whae I CP and Whee I 1 are in night defense
55

positions. Whse I-2, 3, 4 will be in2105 S,F
position shortly.
Pre 6 to St 6 - Ref your P 072040H (Mag 54)

56
neg. - District chief has been directed to

2112

keep RF/PF from areas Marines are in until
1S,F

informed by Pre 6.further
All Units to Pre - Sit Rep no enemy contact. S,F,C

572115

3
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STJiFF JOtIRNAL 
OPERli.TION ORANGE 3120 

070700 ..... 080700 Apt' 1966 18 Apr 1966, 

IN ' OUT - SER INCl. ACTION TAKEN :'":~ - - -2213" "58 ' P're' to All Units ... _Wo St - hag Order 

11066 ,to OpnO 30'~6.·" S,F,O 

2218 ' 59 Stta Pre ... Wha.t village8~ were PF t " 
in this AM? . ' 

" . S,F 

60 l!re: to at ~ Ref' your R 072115H" names 
": • ...p ... 

2247 
;"',. 

were'THAN'DAI(2) and HOANG PHUOO BAC(1) 

and (2). ..' ~ " , S,F 

22'9 61' , Stto ire - 5 man tunnel team ",from 
4, AxHandle' to a.rri ve your ~poaitio,n toll101'l;OW 'j to ~e used as 1ndoo on't~~l o~earing. B,F,o' ('" ~ . ~, 

2345 6~ 
r" 

rre D to lre -l're D-1...A. ha.a returned 01). 6,F 

2355 63 Pre D to i're - Pre D..2-B returned to 01). S,F ',','I'r 
t:'i\ 

2356 64 All Units to l!re - 611; Rep no enemy oontaot. 8,F,e 

2359 65 Whee to h:e -- Whee L-.A,.,..1 has fttumed. 6,F,e 

2490 6'6" ' Pre' to St .. , Special Bit Rep #27. S,F,e 
0004 67 'i're D to l"re -l're D-1-0 ~ow .. leaving 011

• s,r 
f)0::;'D 68 ll're' D to ·J:re .. :1'r9"~',.B ha.s returned. S,F 

0100 69 All Units to l're - ~it Rep no change. 5,F,e 
02()(); 70 All Units to ll1re - Sit Rep no ohange. S,F,C 

O,00 71 All Units to l're - Si t Rep no change. S,F,e 

0317 NOTE Whee I oorom down for 15 'min. 

0405 '72 J..11 Un1 ts to l)re - 61 t Rep all aeoure. S,F,e -1 
0530 r., ~re D to Yre - D-1-O has' returned. S,F 

0539 74 Whse L to i're - z-A-3 retu:med. 6,F 

0546 75 l~re D to l're - D-2-A returned. S,F 
060(1 76 Speoial Sit Rep #28. S,F,O , 

0633 71 l:re B, l~re D, to l're - B-3-C, D-3...A 
returned. S,F 

0700 CWSEU JOURNA. S,F 

-~-.,., .'-'- .... ', .. ....,. ...... ,. 'f',,_ 
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ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN
Pre to All Units -Info St - Frag Order

582213 S,F,C11066 to OpnO 303-56.
St to Pre - What villages were PF's

592218 S,Fin this AM?

Pre to St - Ref your R 072115H, names602247
were THAN DAI(2) and HOANG PHUOC BAC (1)

S,Fand (2).
St to Pre - 5 man tunnel team from

612239
AxHandle to arrive your -position tomorrow

S,F,Cto be used as indoc on tunnel clearing.

Pre D to Pre - Pre D-1-A has returned CP. S,F
622345

Pre D to ire - Pre D-2-B returned to CP. S,F
632355

All Units to Pre - Sit Rep no enemy contact. S,F,C
642356 S,F,CWhise to Pre - Whee L-A-1 has returned.
652359 S,F,CPre to St * Special Sit Rep #27.662400 S,FPre D to Pre - Pre D-1-C now leaving CP.
670004 S,FPre D to Pre - Pre D33B has returned.
680020 S,F,CAll Units to Pre - Sit Rep no change.690100 S,F,C

All Units to Pre - Sit Rep no change.700200 S,F,C
All Units to Pre - Sit Rep no change.

710300
Whee I comm down for 15 min.NOTE0317 1S,F,C411 Units to Pre - Sit Rep all secure.720405 S,FPre D to Pre - D-1-C has returned.

730530 S,F
Whse L to Pre - Land returned.740539 S,FPre D to Pre - D-2-A returned.750546 S,F,C
Special Sit Rep #28.760600
Pre B, Pre D, to Pre - B-3-C, D-3-A

770633 S,Freturned.
S,FCLOSED JOURNA.0700
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ACTION TAKEN
1INCIDENTSEROUTIN

Whse L to Pre -Las found rifle grenade10740 S,F,Cadapters at (zc 148548), (zc 147548).

Whse L to Pre - Found fighting holes at
20746 S,F,C

(zc 146548).
Whse to Pre - Found roll of barbed wire30757 S,F,Cat (zc 146548).
Whee L to Pre - Blew wire gate (zc 145548). S,F

40815
Whoe L to Pre - Found grenade adapter

50825 S,F,C
(ZC 145548).
Pil D to Pre 2 - Spot Rep on sniper fire

60830 S,F080810 (zc 194548).
Whee L to Pre - Blew 3 fighting holes at

70832 S,F,C
(zc 144548).

S,F,CPre to St - Recap of entries 1,2,3,5,7.80840
Whae L to Pre - At (ZC 114536) found90900 S,Fwhat appears to be metallic mine.

S,F,CPil D to Pre - Spot Report.100914
Scat, leek called fire mission on 5 VC

11INFO0921 S,F
w/packs (zc 153569).
Whse L found bunker at (zc 142540),120956 S,F
6'x6'x2'.

S,F,CMonroe 5, St 6 arrived Pre CP.
13INFO1053

No entry.14 S,FWhee L to Pre - L-2-1 has returned.
151142 S,FMonroe 5 and St 6 departed.161145

Prelim. planning for withdrawal: Whoe L
17NOTE1145

08 Apr: 4.2 Btry((-) on 10 Apr; one rifle

Co. and H&S co(-) 11 Apr; Howtar Btry,

2 rifle Co's and Bn command group 12 Apr. S,F
S,F,Clre to St - Special Sit Rep #29.181145

Whee I to Pre - Bomb found (ZC 170531).
191247

Believed to be 250 1bs. Rigged with pull
S,F,Cand presure fuzes, blown in place.

Pre D to Pre - Destroyed 15 caves vic
201300 S,F,C

(zc 165546) and 7 caves (zc 165552).

Pre to St - Msg concerning retraction of
211310 S,F,C

Bn commencing 8 Apr, see Msg #17.

Pre to St - Whee I blew a 250 1b bomb at
221320

(zc 170531). Bomb had a pull fuze and a

pressure fuze under neath. Bomb blew in

place. I're D blew 15 caves vio (zc 165546)
S,F,C& 7 caves vic (zc 165552).

1
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STAFF JOtmNAL 
Ol1lRATION .ORANGE ~120 

(l80TCYl - ()9(')700 Apr 1966 18 Apr 1966 
~, 1,: 

, ,~.,~"; .. 
m: ,'.' OUT .m INCIDENT AOl'ION TbKl! -1412' 23 St to Pre' ,- Lif1;. tor Whee . L will begin 

081500H using 20 Rt'4's at LZ rptd a,,' 
.. Ootet last position. l'J:'e 14 cell trag 

to Lendshark. S,F,O 

1445 24 Pl1 Dto I're - No enemy oontact. 8,F,0 

1445 25 St to l"re - Conduot deep reoon opn in 
OrangG area, raoon opns will.not, repeat, 
not go beyond range 105t~. R~oon until 
completion of opn's, Recon north of SONG 
vcr GIlL. J?a;r olose 'att~,t!' W/NW routef\ 
HapPY' ValleY'. Submitreoon ,poutes ASA1-. S,F,O 

151(') 26 St to l"re - Coded Ill8g.,.. undeciphera.ble. 
Asked St Tao Op to quer.rehe~~ to use. 
AskedSt to retrnasmit. ' S,F 

1512' 27 iTa to at - 1im troops from Whee L 
lifted out. S,F,C 

15~3 28 Whee I to Pre - ~e8troyed oombin~t1on. 

tunnel and trenoh extendillg from (ZO :1705,6) 
to (ZC 172534). Total i~h of forti-
fioation ~pprox 400 meters. Destroyed 
portion whioh wa8tunnelap~x 200 meters. S,F,C 

15'52 29 fre B to Pre - Found 2 bea,r traps at 
(ZO 095558). , S,F 

1538 INFO 30 Whse L comnleted lift off 081538R. S.F,e 

1628 }1 Pre to,St :.. l.oeation ot reoon opS' 
,", 

(ZC .. 096566) & (~O 15656'5). s,r 
1640 ,:'}~. All Units to l"'re - Night a.ctivities. S,F,C 

I f" 

1642 3'} Whse Lto Pre' -Found three bear traps; 
a.t (ZC 157529). S,F 

1655 INFO 34 " Pre D. has assumed dE!fenee of H8T dump & 
Whiskey Btry. '. . S,F,C 

1552 35 ?re to St -Whee I cQmpleted SID in DoNG 
l?HOUC(2). s,r 

1657 36 }:-re to Ji.11 Units, Into St '- FrsgO 12-66 

to OpnO 30}-66. " ; . S,F,e 

1820 37 l're 1io St - Speoi01~ S;1t'R,eP #30. . ~,~ 

1640 38 l're B to Pre - ,~aw 15 YOst (ze 126564), f,' 
taken under mo;~~ li;re •. ' S,F 

., 
"',. 

~il D. to fre ..: ,O'bsened .. :v,e at (zc 79(548). S,F 
" 

1842 39 
'" 

1856 4(' . ?re to St - Recoh op Snoop (ZC (95556), 
. .1:eak (ZC1-55563).· . S,F,M 

1:i 1915 41 Pre ,B to:. I're - Sent ."qd to check out area 
(ze 126564). Sqd beoame eng98ed in a fire ~ ~ 

fight. Mortar and artY' called, Spot Rep '~'Ilr. 

to tollow • S,F t:~ .... ~.,,.' 2 CONFlDENTIilL 
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ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN
St to Pre - Lift for Whse L will begin231412
08150CH using 20 H 34's at LZ rptd as
Co's last position. Pre 14 call frag4

S,F,Cto Landshark.
S,F,CPil D to Pre - No enemy contact.241445

St to Pre - Conduct deep recon opn in
251445

Orange area, recon opns will not, repeat,

not go beyond range 105's. Recon until

completion of opn's. Recon north of SONG

VU GIA. Pay close attn to W/NW routes

Happy Valley. Submit recon routes ASAP. S,F,C

St to Pre - Coded msg - undecipherable.261510
Asked St Tac Op to query sheet to use.

S,FAsked St to retrnasmit.
Pre to St - First troops from Whee L

271512 S,F,Clifted out.

Whae I to Pre - Destroyed combination.281523
tunnel and trench extending from (zc 170536)

to (zc 172534). Total length of forti-

fication zpprox 400 meters. Destroyed
portion which was tunnel approx 200 meters. S,F,C

Pre B to Pre - Found 2 bear traps at
291532 S,F(zc 095558).

S,F,CWhee L completed lift off 081538H.30INFO1538
Pre to St - Location of recon ops311628

S,F
(zc. 096566) & (zc 156563).

S,F,CAll Units to Pre - Night activities.
321640

Whse I to Pre - Found three bear traps
331642 S,Fat (zc 157529).

Pre D has assumed defense of HST dump &
34INFO1655 S,F,C

Whiskey Btry.
Pre to St - Whee I completed S/D in DONG

351552 S,F
PHOUC(2).
Pre to All Units, Info St - FragO 12-66

361657 S,F,Cto OpnO 303-66.
S,F

Pre to St - Special Sit Rep #30.
371820

Pre B to Pre - Saw 15 VC at (ZC 126564),381840 S,F
taken under morter fire.

Pil D to Pre - Observed VC at (ZC 790548). S,F
391842

Pre to St - Recon op Snoop (zc 095556),
1856 40 S,F,MPeek (zc 155563).

Pre B to: Pre - Sent aqd to check out area
411915

(zc 126564). Sqd became engaged in a fire

fight. Mortar and arty called, Spot Rep
S,Fto follow.
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000700 - 090700' Apr 1966 18 Apr 1966 ... 
1l! ~' .§!ll INCIDENT AgTION TAKEN 

ZOOO 42' ·J..ll Units to Pre,. .. S~t: Rap all seoure. S,F,G 

2'040 45' 'Pre B, to Pr,e- Sqd,~aok from acroBs river, 
, " , " , arty oeMed fire. ' S,F 

Z100 !44 . l)re D, Pil D, Whse I: to l;x:e - 6i t Rep, 
all seoure. ,S,F 

~1;O 45 ire to St - Spo~ Report on Pre B inoident 
061915 entries 41, 43. S,F 

Z155 46 Pre :B to Pre - Spot R~pq,rt aotion 082'145. S,F,C 

2zo5 41 at to iTa -- 105D111 be.1tig lUted out of area. 

of opnS'. fnsurereoon stayer wi thin 5500 
"meterer. AnSI 'Will ~omply. S,F 

2231) 48 .' l're to St - ai~ Rep no 'eneJllY Qontaot." S,F,e 

23'~3 49 Pre to at - Sit Rep no enemy oontaot~' S,Ffe 

2345 50 Pil D torre .• Reoeived 3 rifle grenade~ 
at .(ZC 19(540). Sustained 2' WIA (~d Ev'a.o 

'. " in J~). S,F,e 

2356 51 PrE) to St - Sp'Elcieil S:\. t Rep #31. S,F 

0100 52' 1\.11 Unite to i"re ... Sit Report - no enemy 
oontaot. . , S,F,e 

0200 53 All Units to Pre - Sit Report - no enemy 
oontaot. S,F,C 

0;00 54 All Units to rre - Sit Report - no enemy 
oontaot. S,F,e ....11 

C400 55 l"re D to lire - .l?re D-2-B has returned O'r. S,F 

0458 56 St to Pre - Ref. your 090005H, req Spot 
Report on rifle grenades • S,F 

0504 57 .1~ll Un! ta to l're - 8i t Report - no enemy 
oonta.ot. . s,r,c 

0512 58 I're to St - Spot Report (entries 50, 56). 5,F,0 

0535 59 I're D to :t're - l~e D-2-C ha.s returned. S,F 

0557 60 Pre to St,- Speoial Sit Rep'#;2. S,F,e 

0600 61 i>l.U U~ ts to Pre - Sit Report no oha.nge. S,F,e j'",. 

0630 NOTE 62 I'il D,to rre -Reoeiving sniper fire 
,\."'\ 

from 4,or 5 VO vioinity (ze 190549). 
Fire was suppressed by arty mission fired 
at 040645H... S,F 

j.'.'~. 

0700 63 Pre Rear to l're -Check in w/ITe J .. on , 
D...256 a.t 090730H. I 

S,F ,., 
.. "~ 

~, . " , 

. " il , .. 
';':,I~ 

-. ' ! 
bl 

. , 
~~OO~~~~~~W~~I .---
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ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN

S,F,CAll Units to Pre - Sit Rep all secure.422000
Pre B to Pre - Sqd. back from across river,

432040 S,F
arty oeased fire.

Pre D, Pil D, Whee I to Pre - Sit Rep442100 S,Fall secure.
Pre to St - Spot Report on Pre B incident

452130 S,F081915 entries 41, 43.
Pre B to Pre - Spot Report action 082145. S,F,C

462155
St to Pre - 105mm being lifted out of area

472205
of opns. Insure recon stays within 5500

S,Fmeters. Ans: Will comply.
S,F,CPre to St - Sit Rep no enemy contact.

482230 S,F,CPre to St - Sit Rep no enemy contact.
492333

Pil D to Pre -- Received 3 rifle grenades502345
at (ZC 190540). Sustained 2 WIA (Med Evac

S,F,Cin AM).
S,FPre to St - Special Sit Rep #31.512358

All Units to I're - Sit Report - no enemy520100 S,F,Ccontact.
All Units to Pre - Sit Report - no enemy

530200 S,F,Ccontact.

All Units to Pre - Sit Report - no enemy
540300 S,F,Ccontact.

Fre D to Pre --Pre D-2-B has returned CP. S,F
550400

St to Pre - Ref. your 090005H, req Spot
560458 S,F

Report on rifle grenades.
All Units to Pre - Sit Report - no enemy570504 S,F,Ccontact.
Pre to St - Spot Report (entries 50, 56). S,F,C

580512 S,FPre D to Pre - Pre D-2-C has returned.
590535 S,F,CPre to St - Special Sit Rep #32.600557

All Units to Pre - Sit Report no change. S,F,C
610600

Pil D to Pre - Receiving sniper fire62NOTE0630
from 4. or 5 VC vicinity (zc 190549).

Fire was suppressed by arty mission fired
S,Fat 040645H.

Pre Rear to Ire - Cheok in w/Tre A on
630700 S,F

D-256 at 090730H.

3
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3120 
STAFF JOtJRNi4J 

O~TION ORANGE. 
090700. - 100700 iLpr 1966 18 ~pr 1966 

INCIDENT J~OTION TJJCEN 
." 

Pre to'st,,, 'Wheel oommenoed'l1ft. S,F,e 

'Pre to St .-Whse I completed lift orf. S,F 

It to 1're - 1)182'181'01' extraction of :Bn. 6,F 
Pre to St' - AotcnoY.l:edged ':reoeipt of 0916o..")H. S ,F 

Pil D to Pre - Reoeived 6 rds 60mm mortar 
at (Zc: 1()4~3'7). 'Possible lOQation 

(. zc .. 160~27), Ito (Zc 1695~0).· (Enemy 
·moJ:tar8). ' t 

. Pre 'tq. St - ~pot Reporton"Pil D re-' 
cei Vi~ mortE\.l' fire. .' 

. re to' St'" Special 51 t ,. Rep #54. 
to Pre -' Req~ ·moroinfo on l'il D 

S,F 

S,F 
S,P 

mol'll' fire. " I . 6,F 
'ph "to Pte-Frontline's (ZC 160537) to . 

(zc '5540) 'to (ZC 164537) •. ~p at 
(ZC 1,6 37). ,. S,F,a 

Reoon .' l'eek(ZC,5456S)" Snoop (ZC 1}0525). S,F,O 

l're to Al Uni tis - Inf'o St; .' Frae:O . 
13-66 to 0 303-66. . 
Night actin ies. 
Syeoia1 81 t #34.' .,. 

'l~e to St -Li' Bon made wjSpec For, 
they know of and concur w/your planned 
movement'.' Req·. ,t employ M Foroe Qn 

'south\bank som vU' IA~ They will do 80 

beginning', 101600H. 
: 6t to l)re - Answer to er:! on Pil D, 

Spot, Report entry 4f27. 
?'re to St - Sit Rep no e my·contact. 
lIre B to t>J;'6 - :B-3-A at ester 8i tee 

?re D to ~re - Spot Report. 
l're B to' Pre - No VC inCP, 
?re D; Pll D to l're - Sit Rep 

. Notified Speo For iooationol p D-3, 
notified them we had alao ;r(3q:ues d flare 
ship 220()..("100. 
St to Pre - My plans are a.pproved, 
requirements to supryott plans lor li 
tomorrow and Mondey. All troops inclu ing 
reoon and enginGors plus other attaohed 

unit. on net be lifted. Must be informs 
ASAP. 
~ll Units to ~re • Sit Rep all secure. 

Pre to All Units - Flare ship starts drops 

S,F ,C 
S,F 
S,F,O 

S,F,O 

S,F,C 
6,F,0 
S,F 
S,F 
S,F,C 
S,F,O 

in 5 minutes. S,F 

2 
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090700 - 100700 Apr 1966

ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN

S,F,CPre to St - Whoe I commenced lift.22523
S,FPre to St - Whoe I completed lift off.

23161
S,FSt to Pre - Plans for extraction of Bn.241645

Pre to St - Acknowledgedreceipt of 091600H. S,F
1646 25

Pil D to Pre - Received 6 rds 60mm mortar
261725

at (zc 164537). Possible location

(ZC 160527), to (zc 169530). (Enemy
S,Fmortárs).

Pre to St - Spot Report on Pil D re-
271740 S,Fceiving mortar fire.

S,FPre to St - Special Sit Rep #34.281820
St to Pre - Req. more info on l'il D

291825 S,Fmortar fire.
Pil D to Pre - Front lines (ZC 160537) to

301822
(ZC 165540) to (zc 164537). CP at

S,F,C(zc 162537).
Recon Opt l'eek (zc 154565), Snoop (zc 130525). S,F,C

31INFO1846
Pre to All Units - Info St - FragO321847 S,F,C
13-66 to Oppo 303-66.

S,F
Night activities.331900 S,F,C
Special Sit Rep #34.341840
Pre to St - Liaison made W Spec For,351950
they know of and concur W/your planned
movement. Req. they employ M Foroe on

south bank SONG VU GIA. They will do SO
S,F,C

beginning 101600H.

St to Pre - Answer to query on Pil D,
361825 S,F,C

Spot Report entry #27.
S,F,CPre to St - Sit Rep no enemy contact.

372015 S,FPre B to Pre - B-3-A at Canister site.
382035 S,FPre D to Pre - Spot Report.392045 S,F,CPre B to Pre - No VC in CP, all secure.
402050

Pre D, Pil D to l're - Sit Rep all secure. S,F,C
412052

Notified Spec For location of Pre D-3,
422100

notified them we had also requested flare
S,F

ship 2200-0100.
St to Pre - My plans are approved, submit

432119
requirements to support plans for lift

tomorrow and Monday. All troops including
recon and engineers plus other attached

units on net be lifted. Must be informed
S,FASAP.
S,F,C411 Units to Pre - Sit Rep all secure.442150

Pre to All Units - Flare ship starts drops
452155 S,Fin 5 minutes.
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DECLASSIFIED 

firm JOtmNAL 
OPERATION ORANGE 

090700 - 100700 Apr 1966 

INCIDENT 
I ot'ENED JOtJRNJ\L.,. " 

3120 
18 ~r 1966 

i~OTION T.iJCEN 

'" i"il D to Pro - Spot iteport -Sniper f~e. s,r 
Pre to St - Spot Rep (Mag ~)" ; B,F,O 

Pil D to Pre - ~ presently sweeping LAP 
TRUAN. S,F,C 

il're D to Pre - 3.d I>lt Will oonduot s9&-oh 
and destroy· operart1ons in :OOCTAY, prepare 
to est. base camp in area.; conduot night 

limbushes. 2d l'lt C}> security, will 90nduct 
1 day light patrol to T1A SON. 1st Plt . 
socuri ty !>erm W, OJ?' no change. S"F, 

fre to St -?il D now oonduoting search 
and destroy operations in LAl' TRUAN. S,F,C 
Pre B to Pre.- Wili conduot searoh and 
de8~roy operation in HOANG PErrOC BAC(2) 

wi th one ~l t. One squad will blook to 

north at {ZC 11;557) in support of rice 
reoovery operations by Spaoial Forces 
and local populace. Two sqds will searoh· 
draws (zc 10355°). S,F 

1'il D to Pre .. k.tnshitti~ searoh and ,! 

destroy oPGra~ions to PRUOe LAM. S,F,e 
Pre D to j,'re. - Spot Report. S ,F , C 

Whse I to Pre ~ Conduoting searoh and 
destroy operations in hamlets vicinity 
(ZC 14(520). S,F,e 

Pre 6 visiting Whse I. S,F 

Pil D to rre - Conduotingsearch and 
destroy' operations in PHUOC LAM. S,F 

~il D to Pre - Front lines (ZC 170532) 
to (ZC 179536), CP (ZC 175533). S,F,C 
St' 6 arrived l"re CPo S,F,C 

Whee I t9 ~re - Front lines (ZC 139518) 
to (ZC 141532). CP (ZC'142523). S,F,e 

Reoon Op made contact with va, Spot Report ' 

to follow. S,F,C 

105mm and ammo oompleted lift orf. S,F,e 

~re to St - Speoial Sit Rep :1;'3. S,F,C 
Spot Report (Reoon), S,F,C 

l're to Pil D - Instruotions on aoti vi ty 
to be conduoted. S,F 
Pre to St - Whae 'I is in position for 
pick up. S,F 

Pre to St - Pll D positioned to oover 

withdrawalbf Whse I by helioopter, ooord 
were oorreoted. S,F 

" !¥t 'Zt;£ ! ... 

MOO~~&\~~nrt'n~rm 
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STAFF JOURNAL
3120OPERATION ORANGE
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090700 - 100700 Apr 1966

ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN
OPENED JOURNAL.NOTE 10700
lil D to Pre - Spot Report - Sniper fire. S,F20730 S,F,CPre to St - Spot Rep (Mag #2),30737
Pil D to Pre - Am presently sweeping LAP

40800 S,F,CTHUAN.
Pre D to Pre - 3d Plt will conduct search

4A
and destroy operations in DUC TAY, prepare

to est. base camp in area; conduct night
Ambushes. 2d Plt CP security, will conduct

1 day light patrol to TIA SON. 1st Plt
S,F

security Perm W, CP no change.
Pre to St - Pil D now conducting search

50810 S,F,Cand destroy operations in LAP THUAN.

Pre B to Pre - Will conduct search and
60815

destroy operation in HOANG PHUOC BAC (2)

with one plt. One squad will block to

north at (ZC 113557) in support of rice

recovery operations by Special Forces

and local populace. Two sqds will search
S,Fdraws (zc 103550).

Pil D to Pre - Am shifting search and
70845 S,F,C

destroy operations to PHUOC LAM.
S,F,CPre D to Pre - Spot Report.80850

Whse I to Pre - Conducting search and90925
destroy operations in hamlets vicinity

S,F,C
(zc 140520).

S,FPre 6 visiting Whoe I.10NOTE0930
Pil D to Pre - Conducting search and111000 S,Fdestroy operations in PHUOC LAM.

Pil D to Pre - Front lines (20 170532)121014 S,F,Cto (zc 179536), CP (zc 175533).
S,F,CSt 6 arrived Pre CP.

13INFO1037
Whoe I to Pre - Front lines (zc 139518)141135 S,F,Cto (zc 141532). CP (zc 142523).

Reoon Op made contact with VC, Spot Report151125 S,F,Cto follow.
S,F,C105mm and ammo completed lift off.161140 S,F,CPre to St - Special Sit Rep #33.171152
S,F,CSpot Report (Recon).181217

l're to Pil D - Instructions on activity
191218 S,Fto be conducted.

Pre to St - Whse I is in "position for201402 S,F
pick up.
Pre to St - Pil D positioned to cover

211512
withdrawal of Whse I by helicopter, coord

S,Fwere corrected.

1
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CONFIDENTIAL 
" 

"" STAFF JOURNAL 
OPERATICti, 'ORANGE :5120 ., 

096700 - 100'700' Apr 1~ 18 .apr 1966 

IN Q!!! am - INCIDENT .aCTION TJU<EN 

15~ 22 P;-e, tQ 5t - Whee'l OoJimie~oed lUte S;F,C 
1610 ~ hoe ttl at - Whee I completed lift off. S,F 

1645 ~4 It, to fre - ~lans for 'eXtraction of Bri. a,F 
1646 25 Pre to St - Acknowledged reoeipt of 0916~}H. S,F 

1125 26 Pil D to ~re - Racei ved & rds 60mm mortar 
at '(ZO 164~:5'7). I)ossible loo-a.tion 
(ZC 16d~21 , to (ZC '1695:50). (Ene~ 

,S,F mortars. ' 
1740 27 Pre to at - Sp:>t Report on Pil D re-

oeiving mortar fire. S,F 
1820 28 Pre to St - Speoial Sit Rep #34. S,F 
182S 29 St to Pre .Req.moro info on 1'11 D 

mortar fire. S ,F 
1B2'2' 30 PH D to Pre - Front lines (ZO 160531) to 

~zc 165540 ~ to (ZO 164531). or at 
ZO 162531 '. . ~ S,F,e 

1846 INFO 31 Reoon ~ l)eek (Zc 15456~), Snoop (ZC 1}0525). B,F,e 
1847 32' Pre to All Units ,- Info t - 'res<> 

13-66 to Opn0303-66. S,F,e 
19(X) 3:5; Night 8Otiv1t'iea. S,F 

1840 34 SpeoiBl Sit Rep *'4. s,F,e 
1950 35 Pre. t6 6t - L:laiaon made.:h~peo For. 

they know of and concur 'your planned 
JIlOvement. Req. they employ M Force on 
south bank SONG VU GlA. They will do so 
beginning 1016C(lH. S,F,C 

1825 36 5t to ~re - Answer to query on Pil D* 
Spot Report entry -*2'7. a,F,C 

2015 31 Pre to at - Sit Rep no enemycontaot. S,F,C 
2035 38 l->reB to ITe - B-3...A a.t Canister 81 tee S,F 
2045" 39 ~re D to ?~e -'Spot Report. S,F 
2050 40 l>~s B to Pre '.~ Jio VO in CP, all seoure. S,F,e 
2052' 41 l"re D, Pil D to 178 - Sit Rep all secure. 6,F,C 

2100 42 Notit'hd Speo For location of Frs D-3, 
notified them we had also requested flare 
ship" 220(1-0100. S,F 

2119 43 6t to Pre - My plans are approved, submit ,,'i 

requirements to supT)()rt plans for 11ft 
tomorrow and Monday. All troops inoludi~" 
recon and e~inoersplus other a.ttaohed 
units on net be lift,ed. J.\lst be informed 
AW. S,F 

2150 44 J~ll Uni tsto l-'re ... Sit Rep all secure. S,F,C 
2155 45 l're to All Units - Flare ship starts drops 

in 5 minutes. S,F 
,\:' 

~"",~"" •• -~"I"",.>-,-"f"l""'" 

2 CONFlDENTIL':.~ '." 
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18 Apr 1966090700 - 100700 Apr 1966

ACTION TAKENINCIDENTSEROUTIN
S,F,CPre to St - Whse I commenced lift.221523
S,FPre tc St - Whse I completed lift off.

231610
S,FSt to Pre - Plans for extraction of Bn.241645

Pre to St - Acknowledged receipt of 091600H. S,F
1646 25

Pil D to Pre - Received 6 rds 60mm mortar261725
at (zc 164537). Possible location
(zc 160527), to (zc 169530). (Enemy

S,Fmortars).
Pre to St - Spot Report on Pil D re-271740

S,Fceiving mortar fire.
S,FPre to St - Special Sit Rep #34.281820

St to Pre - Req. more info on Pil D
291825

S,Fmortar fire.
Pil D to Pre - Front lines (zc 160537) to

301822
(zc 165540) to (zc 164537). CP at

S,F,C
(zc 162537).
Recon Ope Peek (zc 154565), Snoop (zc 130525). S,F,C31INFO1846
Pre to All Units - Info St - FragO321847

S,F,C13-66 to OpnO 303-66.
S,FNight activities.331900
S,F,CSpecial Sit Rep #34.341840

Pre to St - Liaison made W/Spec For,351950
they know of and concur W your planned
movement. Req. they employ M Force on

south bank SONG VU GIA. They will do so
S,F,Cbeginning 101600H.

St to Pre - Answer to query on Pil D,361825 S,F,CSpot Report entry #27.
S,F,CPre to St - Sit Rep no enemy contact.372015
S,FPre B to Fre - B-3-A at Canister site.382035
S,FPre D to Pre - Spot Report.392045
S,F,CPre B to Pre - No VC in CP, all secure.402050

Pre D, Pil D to Pre - Sit Rep all secure. S,F,C412052
Notified Spec For location of Pre D-3,422100
notified them we had also requested flare

S,Fship 2200-0100.
St to Pre - My plans are approved, submit432119
requirements to support plans for lift
tomorrow and Monday. All troops including
recon and engineers plus other attached
units on net be lifted. Must be informed

S,FASAP.
S,F,CAll Units to Pre - Sit Rep all secure.442150

Pre to All Units - Flare ship starts drops452155
S,Fin 5 minutes.
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STJn' JOURNJiL 
O~~~TION ORiiliGE }120 , -'1 

090700 - 100700 Apr 1966 18 4pr 1966 

.m 2!! sm - INCIDENT J~OTION TiJCEN 

2200 NOTE 46 Flare ship commenoed drop of flares. B,F,C 
I 

2200 47 All Units" to li're ... Sit Rep no enemy' 
oontaot. S,F,e 

4.8 Pre to St - Air req f'or 10 Apr .. S,F,O 

2230 49 l're to St - i1G exploying fia.re ship. 5,F,O 

2310 50 Vre to St - Sit Rep no enemy contaot. S,F,O 

2)10 51 St to l~e - If' target available, increase 
H & I tires. S,F 

~13 52 St to Pre - Any enemy contaot1 ~ using 
flare ship'? S,F 

2315 53 St to Vre - Why is flare ship being used? 5,F 

2330 54 Pre to at - Explanation use of' flare ship. S,F 

235} 55 Pre to St - Speoial 51 t Rep #35. S,F 

0010 56 1'1'e to 5t ... D-2-B-2 now in position. S,F 

0010 57 l!'re to St ... l're D-2..o-1 has retumed. S,F 

0130 58 1>re D to l'1'e - D-2-C-3 1s baok in. S,F 

0200 59 lTe D, B, 0, Pil D - Sit Rep no ohange. S,F,O 

0300 60 All Units to 1Jr9 - Sit Rep no change. 6,F,0 

0400 61 All Units to Pre - Sit Rep no change. S,F,O 

0500 62 i.ll Unt ts to l'r9 - 51 t Rep no .hangs. S,F,e 

0600 63 All Units to rre - Sit Rep no ohange. S,F,C 
0602 64 1"r9 to St - Speoial 61 t Rep 1136. s,F,e 

0700 65 erosED JOURNJIL. 

,.': 
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090700 - 100700 Apr 1966

ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN

S,F,CFlare ship commenced drop of flares.46NOTE2200
All Units to Pre - Sit Rep no enemy

472200 S,F,Ccontact.
S,F,CPre to St - Air req for 10 Apr.48 S,F,CPre to St - Am exploying flare ship.

492230 S,F,0Pre to St - Sit Rep no enemy contact.
502310

St to Pre - If target available, increase
512310 S,FH & I fires.

St to Pre - Any enemy contact? Why using522113 S,F
flare ship?
St to I're - Why is flare ship being used? S,F

532315
Pre to St - Explanation use of flare ship. S,F

542330 S,FPre to St - Special Sit Rep #35.
552353 S,F

Pre to St - D-2-B-2 now in position.560010 S,FPre to St - Pre D-2-C-1 has returned.
570010 S,FPre D to Pre - D-2-C-3 is back in.
580130 S,F,C

Pre D, B, c, Pil D - Sit Rep no change.
590200 S,F,CAll Units to Pre - Sit Rep no change.600300 S,F,CAll Units to Pre - Sit Rep no change.610400 S,F,C

All Units to Pre - Sit Rep no change.620500 S,F,C
All Units to Pre - Sit Rep no change.630600 S,F,CPre to St - Special Sit Rep #36.640602
CLOSED JOURNAL.650700

3
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0822 
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0941 

1140 

1158 

1339 
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0704 2 
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INFO 4 
0935 5 

6 

0942 7 
0946 8 

1050 9 

10 

1034 11 

1030 12 
1056 13 
1104 14 

1130 15 

16 

1155 17 

18 

1200 19 

20 
1341 21 

DECLASSIFIED 

S'rAFF JOURNAL 
OPERATION ORANGE . 

100700 - 110700 Apr 1966 
:5120 
18 Apr 1966 

INOIDm ACTION TilXEN 

l~e toSt - 4.2 oommenoed lift off. S,F,O 
Pre to St - Soat Snoop i~ post tion to 
observe bridge (ZC 123513). S,F 

Pre 6 a.t 1)11 D OF going to Pre D. S,F 

Pre 6 returned· to OJ.>. S,F 

St to Pre - Advise when arty lift oompleted. S,F 

Pil D to Pre - Now a.t DONG IJHOOC (2'). 
Should be ready to cross in 30 minutes. S,F 

ITe to at - Ans on entry #5. S,F 

Pre to St - Ref' your 1009200, oannot 
give oomplet1on time now. Will inform 
your station when lift completed. S,F,e 

Pre to at - Pil D orossing river in small 
group-e' in looal boats. Covered by howtars 
and ?re D. S,F,e 
Pil D to Pre - Now have 2/3 of Co. across 

SONG VU GU. Req permission to stop by 

airfield to pick up gear. B,F,e 
Pre to at - 4.2 mortars out. Personnel, 

ammo still to be lUted. 2/" ~'11 D 
have orossed SONG VU GlA to north. B,F,e 
Pre to at - Vil D has orossed river. 6,F,e 
Pre to Pil D - MOve to vicinity (~e 127549). S,F 

?re to Speo For (relayed by LL via HST) -
All Pre forces have orossed to north of 
SONG VU GlA. S,F 

~re to St - Pil D moving to (ZC 127549) 
tentative plan will be ~il D (ZC 127549) 
w/1 l'lt vioinity l're e1' as security/reserve 

force. Pre D vicinity (ZO 155549), w/1 
Pl t providing seouri ty for Hwwtar Btry and 
HST and 1 Plt (ze 145530). S,F,e 

St to ~re - Guard the downed helioopter 
on airfield. S,F,C 
l>re to l?re D - Have one reint sqd to Hill 

200 (ze 156564). One plt to guard airfield 
and HST. One:pl t to cover bank SONG VU 
GIA (Zc 147532). S,F 
St to Pre - St 5 will arrive approx 1400. 
If possible he wishes to visit Co OPls. StF,T 
llre to St - 4.2 MOrter Btry lift oompleted. 
Soat Snoop. is at Pre CP. S,F,e 

St to ~re - Req into on status of lift. S,F 
Pre to St - line. on status of lift HST being 
completed, troop lift follows as scheduled. S,F,C 

DECLASSIFIED 
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100700 - 110700 Apr 1966

ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN

S,F,CPre to St - 4.2 commenced lift off.10725
Pre to St - Scat Snoop in position to20704

S,Fobserve bridge (zc 123513).
S,FPre 6 at Pil D CP going to Pre D.3INFO0822
S,FPre 6 returned to CP.INFO 40930

St to Pre - Advise when arty lift completed. S,F
50935

Pil D to Pre - Now at DONG PHOUC(2).60941 S,FShould be ready to cross in 30 minutes.
S,FPre to St - Ans on entry #5.70942

Pre to St - Ref your 10092OH, cannot
0946 8

give completion time now. Will inform
S,F,C

your station when lift completed.
Pre to St - Pil D crossing river in small91050
groups in local boats. Covered by howtars

S,F,Cand Pre D.
Pil D to Pre - Now have 2/3 of Co. across101050
SONG VU GIA. Req permission to stop by

S,F,Cairfield to pick up gear.
Pre to St - 4.2 mortars out. Personnel,

111034
ammo still to be lifted. 2/3 Pil D

S,F,Chave crossed SONG VU GIA to north.
S,F,CPre to St - Pil D has crossed river.121030

Pre to Pil D - Move to vicinity (zc 127549). S,F
131056

Pre to Spec For (relayed by LL via HST) -
141104

All Pre forces have crossed to north of
S,FSONG VU GIA.

Pre to St - Pil D moving to (ZC 127549)151130
tentative plan will be Pil D (ZC 127549)

w/1 l'it vicinity Pre CP as security/reserve
force. Pre D vicinity (zc 155549), w/1

Plt providing security for Howtar Btry and
S,F,CHST and 1 Plt (zc 145530).

St to Pre - Guard the downed helicopter161140 S,F,Con airfield.
Pre to Pre D - Have one reinf sqd to Hill

171155
200 (zc 356564). One plt to guard airfield
and HST. One plt to cover bank SONG VU

S,FGIA (zc 147532).
St to Pre - St 5 will arrive approx 1400.181158
If possible he wishes to visit Co CP's. S,F,T

Pre to St - 4.2 Mortar Btry lift completed.191200
S,F,CScat Snoop is at Pre CP.

St to Pre - Req info on status of lift. S,F201339
Pre to St - Ans on status of lift HST being

211341
completed, troop lift follows as scheduled. S,F,C
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firm JOURNJu, 
OI'ERATI01r ORANGE 

100700 - 110700 J.pr 1966 

INCIDENt 
All Units to Pre - Sit Rep no ene~ 
contact. 
St to Pre .. Peek vioini ty Hlll 200, haS' 
been repla.oed by Pre D-2-C. First 
helicopters to lift Pre B touched down 
101455H. 
St to ~re - Ref Mag 1011;OH - St 5 will 
not erri va your cr', helo not available. 
Pre to at - Pre B lift completed. 
Pil D, l're D to l're - Night activities, 
Pll D, Pre D to ?re - Sit Rep no enemy 

oontact. 
Speoial Sit Rep #38. 
?re to St - 8i; Rep all seoure, ... , 
Pre to All Unite, Info St - FragO 14-66 
to OpnO 303-66. 
l"re D to Pre - Jill aeoura, neg enemy 
contaot. 
l're D, Pil D to l)re - All seoure, neg 

enemy oontact. 
~re D to ~e - D-2-A-1 in position. 
rre D to lIre - D-2-B-2 leaving CPo 
l)re D, 1:'11 D to l)re - All secure, neg 
enemy contaot. 
l're D, 1:':11 D, and rup'~ I'each B to l're .. 

.11.11 seonre, neg enemy contact. 
l're D, PH D,Ripe i'aaoh B-2 tv 1:'re -
J.11 secure, neg enemy contact. 
Dr.2-B-:5 depr:>.rted CF. 
l're to St - Special Sit Rep 1/:3 9. 
Sit Rep neg contact. 
D-2-B has returned. 
Sit Rep neg contact, all seoure. 

Sit Rep neg contact, all secure. 
61 t Rep aU secure. 
l're D to l're - D-2'-B-3 has returned. 
Sit Rep neg contact. 
r're to St - Special Sit Rep~ #40. 
CLOSED JOURNJ.L. 

3120 
18 l~pr 1966 
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STAFF JOURNAL
3120OPERATION ORANGE
18 Apr 1966100700 - 110700 Apr 1966

ACTION TAKEN
INCIDENTSEROUTIN
All Units to Pre - Sit Rep no enemy221403 S,F,Ccontact.
St to Pre - Peek vicinity Hill 200, has231510
been replaced by Pre D-2-C. First

helicopters to lift l're B touched down
S,F101455H.

St to Pre - Ref Msg 101130H - St 5 will
241502 S,F,Cnot arrive your CP, helo not available.

S,F,CPre to St - Pre B lift completed.251630
S,F,CPil D, l're D to Pre - Night activities.261640

Pil D, Pre D to Pre - Sit Rep no enemy271655 S,F,Ccontact.
S,F

Special Sit Rep #38.281755 S,F,CPre to St - Sit Rep all secure.
291905

Pre to All Units, Info St - FragO 14-66
301926 S,F,Cto OpnO 303-66.

Pre D to Pre - All secure, neg enemy311945 S,F,Ccontact.
I're D, Pil D to Pre - All secure, neg322000 S,F
enemy contact.

S,F,CPre D to Pre - D-2-A-1 in position.332040 S,F,CPre D to l're - D-2-B-2 leaving CP.
342100

Pre D, Pil D to Pre - All secure, neg352100 S,F,Cenemy contact.
Pre D, Pil D, and Ripe Peach B to Pre -

352155 S,F,CAll secure, neg enemy contact.
l're D, Pil D,Ripe Peach B-2 to Pre -

372255 S,F,CAll secure, neg enemy contact.
S,F,C

D--2-B-3 deperted CF.382305 S,F,CPre to St - Special Sit Rep #39.392359 S,F,CSit Rep neg contact.400100 S,F,CD-2-B has returned.410105 S,F,CSit Rep neg contact, all secure.420200
S,F,CSit Rep neg contact, all secure.430300 S,F,CSit Rep all secure.440400 S,F,CPre D to I're - D-2-B-3 has returned.

450420 S,F,CSit Rep neg contact.460500 S,F,CPre to St - Special Sit Rep #40.470600
CLOSED JOURNAL.0700
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Ol)ERATION ORANGE 3120 

110700 - 120700 i~px 1966 18 Apr 1966 

INCIDENT ACTION Ti\KEN 

Commenoed HST lift off. S,F 

Pre to Pil D - Have Plt searoh village 
(ZC 125554). S,F,C 

i.:rmy Forces airoraft reoeived sniper 

fire vioinity (ZC 164537). B,F 
1~ Forces air.craft orashed in SONG VU 

GIA (ZC 160540). S,F,C 

~re to Pre D - Pre D-1 on way to assist 

5 aeon swimmill4:r ashore. S,F,C 

l're to }Ire D - z.bve l!re D-1 to vioinity 

(ZC 157540). S,F 

l're to St - No oasual ties on downed 
airor ai't • S,F,C 

Pre to St - Report of downed airoraft. S,F,C 
l;'re n.,_C lifted from Hill 200. S,F 

Howtar commenoed lift orf. S~F,C 

i~ir strike support of 6PL Forces (ZC 167529. S,F,C 

rre to St - Speo Sit Rep #41. S~F,C 
~re to St - Second air strike on (ZC 167529. S,F,C 

at to Pre - Req info on entries 11 & 13. S,F 
~re to at - Info on air strike. S,F,C 

l~e to St - Bowter lift done. S,F 

~re to St -AO oont to oontrol air strikes. 8,F 

l':,~e to St - Troop lift oommenoed ct Pil D. S,F,C 
l;)re to S't: - Info on :1eli-Hft. S,F,C 
Operation OR./INGE ended 11";8:'5H. 
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STAFF JOURNAL
3120OPERATION ORANGE
18 Apr 1966110700 - 120700 Apr 1966

ACTION TAKENINCIDENTSEROUTIN
S,FCommenced HST lift off.10745

Pre to Pil D - Have Plt search village20812
S,F,C(zc 125554).

Army Forces aircraft received sniper3INFO0834
S,Ffire vicinity (ZC 164537).

Army Forces aircraft crashed in SONG VU
4INFO0850 S,F,CGIA (zc 160540).

Pre to Pre D - Pre D-1 on way to assist50905
S,F,C5 seen swimming ashore.

Pre to Pre D - Move Pre D-1 to vicinity60937 S,F
(ZC 157540).
Pre to St - No casualties on downed70948 S,F,Caircraft.

S,F,CPre to St - Report of downed aircraft.81002
S,FFre D-3-C lifted from Hill 200.91045 S,F,CHowtar commenced lift off.NOTE 101130

Air strike support of SPL Forces (zc 167529). S,F,C
111147 S,F,CPre to St - Spec Sit Rep #41.121155

Pre to St - Second air strike on (zc 167529). S,F,C
131230

St to Pre - Req info on entries 11 & 13. S,F
141250 S,F,CPre to St - Info on air strike.

1256 15
S,FIre to St - Howtar lift done.161300

Pre to St - AO cont to control air strikes. S,F171311
line to St - Troop lift commenced Cf Pil D. S,F,C181325

S,F,CPre to St - Info on heli-lift.191400
Operation ORANGE ended 111655H.NOTE
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"20 16 April 1966 

Reoord of Ev-ents, ComPll1V "B'" Major ~~ement of 2:'" 'April 1966 
i 

020120H - Landed at (ZC 20'55'). B-1, 2, and 3. APproximately 

020'705 B,-3 prooeeded to NODe KINB( 1) engaging the ene~ at 0730 and 

ldllW '1 VO 1I11le wounding three ot~rs. ':Cwo ,~ere WIA." :B-1 

prooeQded to the east of NGOC KINH(1). as the reserve platoon •. The Cl? 

group prooeeded in the same direotion suffering one' Wll tram sniper 

fire at 0745. Women and ohildren were held at the east end of NGOO 

KINH(1) and were released at 0900. Boats and houses were searohed 

yieldingvarioue 400umenteand mediQines whioh. were prooessi:ld and sent 

by helioopter to Batta.lion with three, U~l«) ,WI1o.. .' , 

020705H ..: B-2 departed the LZ andprooeeded throUgh TAM-.HIEP 

towards- NGOO KINH(Z). See:roh and destJ:OY operations were oondudted in 

TAM nm with ng-r en_ enoountered~ B-2 Aotual proceeded ~ross 500 . 

meters of open rioe paddies to reoonnoite~ the near e~ge at NGOO KINH(2) 

with one, squad. When ,0-50 meters from the hamlet the squad reoeived 

heavy au tOlnati 0 weapons f ire from VO entrenched 'behind the' wood line 

with 'barbed wire ahd bamboo fenoe obstacles in front of the poSition. 

The two squads waiting in Ti.M HIl!P. attempted t'o enVelop NGOO mH(2.) . 

from the opposite flank but sustained heavy oasual ties '£rom effeotive 

sniper fire and heavy" automatic weapons fLre. 

~t 0902 B-2 requested assistanoe. B~3 was direotedtoprooeed 

imnediately to support 'B-2. ~ enoounteredaniper fire and e. water 

obstacle at ooordinates' (ZC 194545) halting their advanoe and delaying 

e:n:y assistanoe for B-2. Hamlets were not prepped initiallybeoause of 

the polioy not to prep e h~et unl~ss hoat1le fire had been reoeived 

from it.' In both oases, friendlY' elements were in proximity to ene~ 

positions and artillery fire oouldnot be brought to bear beoause 

their, '.1' _..at looations oould not be observed from the ground. 

020945H - J~ air strike was, requested on NGOO mm(2)' to poat 
B-2 to move dead and wounded baok and permit omilloymentor supporting 

arms on NGOO KINH(2). :8..;.2 ~ked front lines with air panels and the 

AO deliVGred smoke roOk~8 as a further identifioation to strike air 

oraft. 

0?0945 - B-1 and CP group- oontinued moving southwest of NGOC . 

KINH(1) toward !..AI' 'lHUAN' throughll'ioe fields andreoeived sporadio 

sniper fire. 

021'tOOH - The e.irstrike delivered onNGOO JaNH(2)', partioulaxly 

2OIrm. s~ing runs, stopped onem,y f1relong enough :to'r B-2 to mow its. 

dead and wounded toward~ TAM ~. 
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3120
18 April 1966

Record of Events, Company "B" Major Engagement of 2-3 April 1966

020720H - Landed at (zc 203553). B-1, 2, and 3. Approximately

020705 B-3 proceeded to NGOC KINH(1) engaging the enemy at 0730 and

killing 1 VC while wounding three others. Two USMCwere WIA. B-1

proceeded to the east of NGOC KINH((1) as the reserve platoon. The CP

group proceeded in the same direction suffering one WIA from sniper

fire at 0745. Women and ohildren were held at the east end of NGOC

KINH(1) and were released at 0900. Boats and houses were searched

yielding various documents and medicines which were processed and sent
1

by helicopter to Battalion with three USMC WIA.

020705H - B-2 departed the LZ and proceeded through TAM HIEP

towards NGOC KINH(2). Search and destroy operations were conducted in

TAM HIEP with no enemy encountered. B-2 Actual proceeded across 500

meters of open rice paddies to reconnoiter the near edge of NGOC KINH(2)

with one squad. When 30-50 meters from the hamlet the squad received

heavy automatic weapons fire from VC entrenched behind the wood line

with barbed wire and bamboo fence obstacles in front of the position.

The two squads waiting in TAM HIEP attempted to envelop NGOC KINH(2)

from the opposite flank but sustained heavy casualties from effective

sniper fire and heavy automatic weapons fire.

it 0902 B-2 requested assistance. B-3 was directed to proceed

immediately to support B-2. B-3 encountered sniper fire and a water

obstacle at coordinates (zc 194545) halting their advance and delaying

any assistance for B-2. Hamlets were not prepped initially because of

the policy not to prep a hamlet unless hostile fire had been received

from it. In both cases, friendly elements were in proximity to enemy

positions and artillery fire could not be brought to bear because

their "1" was locations could not be observed from the ground.

020945H - in air strike was requested on NGOC KINH(2) to posnit

B-2 to move dead and wounded back and permit employment of supporting

arms on NGOC KINH (2). B-2 marked front lines with air panels and the

40 delivered smoke rockets as a further identification to strike air

craft.

020945 - B-1 and CP group continued moving southwest of NGOC

KINH(1) toward LAP THUAN through rice fields and received sporadio

sniper fire.

0211OCH - The airstrike delivered on NGOC KINH(2), particularly

20mm strafing runs, stopped enemy fire long enough for B-2 to move its

dead and wounded towards TAM HIEP.

(3)Enclosure
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Eaoh time the a1roralt approoched the target, the men of B-2 would 

lOOTe towards TAM HliP o~ their wounded with them. During and 

a.:tter the air ~trilte this .I,stem oonttnu,.d until early eveni!lg when all 

the wounded were moved to TAM Hm. B-2 recovered two bodies the night 

of 2 -'Pril 1966 and return.chUh them to TAM HIllP, one squad from :o.1~ 

assisted. 

021105R - B:-2 and BraVo CP grcup oame on l1ne south of~. ~ 

oontinued from the western seotion of NOOO XING { 1) towards LlU' THUAN' • 

Bravo OP group moved to the high ground a.t ooordina.tes (ZC 1935}5) to 

observe and oontrol. 

02'1135H - At ooordinates (ZC 19"543) B-3 aSIDe under heavy automatio 

and small arIDS fire. B-1 vas direoted to move to the vioini ty of B~ 

to assist. ~ continued to advanoe by f ire and maneuver to ooordina.tet. 

(ZC 19(541) with B~-l3 moving towards the hedgerow at oOQrdinates 

(ZC 1905'8). B~ es a whole oame under a heavy mortar attack as well 

a;s the fJlL\tomatio fire. He~vy oasualties were innioted foroing them 

to w:LtbdrBW' to the, east and :e..,-» to the Wottth. 13-1 provided. a base of 

fire. 4.2"1', 81 t .. end 105'rr were used to quiet the fire coming from in 

and El1'ound LA? THUAN. A defense was mt in by B~ and B-1 a.t the western 

end of NGOC KINH(1). Sniper fire and mortars were received until dark­

neea on the CI', }3.;.1 and ~'I!J positions from LAF THUlIN. 

Wal.t::l.ng 'WOunded and litter 08ses from:B-1 and B-3 were moved to 

coordinates (ZO 193537) for medical evaouation. The XIA'rr were not re­

covered until after darknels due to automatio weapons tire being oentered 

on the locations of the bodies. Two VCS were captured by B-3 during 

the efternoon engagement 021530H. 

Helioopters arrived and evacuated the wounded from ooordinates 

(Zc 1935~7). Helicopters were drawing a large volume ot fire from I..AP 

THU/IN. One helicopter was unable to beoome airborne and wae a.bandoned 

by the crew. 

The remaining men from B~ returned to the CP end were utilized 

for the perimeter defense~ Very little enemy gctiv1ty appeared in the 

evening of 2 April and tho moming of , April 19.66. 

022'1,OH - B-1 moved by the oover of darkness to the CP, oarrying 

the dead and wounded both ~m their platoon as well as ~. B-1 Wae 

eet in on the western fle.nk of B Company. Snipers aeseigned trom 3d 

Marines were tound to be very effeotive. 

0303'55H - 1lewned hel~oopter wa.s destroyed by fire and numerous 

explosione (e'wse unknown), 2 men wounded and one man killed. Burns 

were severe on the wounded. DUe to intense flames no one was able to 

get near the helicopter. 

DECLASSIFIED 

Enolosure (~) 
CONFIDENTIAL 

i,'l 

I 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

Each time the aircraft approached the target, the men of B-2 would

move towards TAM HIEP carrying their wounded with them. During and

after the air strike this system continued until early evening when all

the wounded were moved to TAM HIEP. B-2 recovered two bodies the night

of 2 April 1966 and returned with them to TAM HIEP, one squad from D-1-3

assisted.

021105H - B-2 and Bravo CP group came on line south of B-3. Ba3

continued from the western section of NGOC KING (1) towards LAP THUAN .

Bravo CP group moved to the high ground at coordinates (zc 193535) to

observe and control.

021135H - At coordinates (ZC 193543) B-3 came under heavy automatic

and small arms fire. B-1 was directed to move to the vicinity of B-3

to assist. B-3 continued to advance by fire and maneuver to coordinates

(ZC 190541) with B-3-B moving towards the hedgerow at coordinates

(ZC 190538). B-3 as a whole came under a heavy mortar attack as well

as the automatic fire. Heavy casualties were inflicted forcing them

to withdraw to the east and B-3-B to the bouth. B-1 provided a base of

fire. 4.2's, 81's and 105's were used to quiet the fire coming from in

and around LAP THUAN. A defense was set in by B-3 and B-1 at the western

end of NGOC KINH(1). Sniper fire and mortars were received until dark-

ness on the CP, B-1 and B-3's positions from LAP THUAN.

Walking wounded and litter cases from B-1 and B-3 were moved to

ocordinates (zc 193537) for medical evacuation. The KIA's were not re-

covered until after darkness due to automatic weapons fire being centered

on the locations of the bodies. Two VCS were captured by B-3 during

the afternoon engagement 02153OH.

Helicopters arrived and evacuated the wounded from coordinates

(zc 193537). Helicopters were drawing a large volume of fire from LAP

THUAN. One helicopter was unable to become airborne and was abandoned

by the crew.

The remaining men from B-3 returned to the CP and were utilized

for the perimeter defense. Very little enemy activity appeared in the

evening of 2 April and the morning of 3 April 1966.

022130H - B-1 moved by the cover of darkness to the CP, carrying

the dead and wounded both from their platoon as well as B-3. B-1 was

set in on the western flank of B Company. Snipers assigned from 3d

Marines were found to be very effective.

030355H - Downed helicopter was destroyed by fire and numerous

explosions (cause unknown), 2 men wounded and one man killed. Burns

were severe on the wounded. Due to intense flames no one was able to

get near the helicopter.
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030630H - BodY' wae reoovel'ed tl"Om the helioopter. 

03"09OOH - All remaining wounded and KIA' 8 'Wel'G evacuated by 

helioopter. 

031100H - 6 men from B-2 and a squad from D-1-3 l'eturned to NGOC 

KINH(2) to reoovel' bodies. They enoountered heav tire and -.:t.1f:hdraw 

to TAM RIEP. 

.,.' 031400H - :B Compa~ leae men i'1"01ll :B-2 (now attached to l're D-;) 

moi'rad east 600 meters and set in a defense. Illumina.tion was provided 

throughout the night. or was located (ZO 196537), tront lines were 

(ZC 193531) to (ZC 196537) and (ZC 199536) to (ZC 204536). 

0319'OH - D-1-1 while conduoting a searoh and destroY' mission re­

covered the remaining 7 bodies from NGOC KINH(2). 
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030630H - Body was recovered from the helicopter.

030900H - All remaining wounded and KIA's were evacuated by

helioopter.

031100H - 6 men from B-2 and a squad from D-1-3 returned to NGOC

KINH(2) to recover bodies. They encountered heavy fire and withdrew

to TAM HIEP.

031400H - B Company less men from B-2 (now attached to Pre D-3)

moved east 600 meters and set in a defense. Illumination was provided

throughout the night. CP was located (zc 196537), front lines were

(zc 193537) to (zc 196537) and (zc 199536) to (zc 204538).

031930H - D-1-1 while conducting a search and destroy mission re-

covered the remaining 7 bodies from NGOC KINH(2).
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