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#92 Msg 130844Z CG PCV Phu Bai Subj: Phase Down of Khe Sanh Combat Base 
#93 Msg l30904Z CG PCV Phu Bai Subj: Security for Dredging Operations on the Cua 

rfo94 Hsg 130945Z 
1;95 f.1sg 131520Z 
#96 Hsg 140115Z 
1197 Msg 140516Z 
1"98 Hsg 141530Z 
4199 Hsg 150046Z 

1/:100 Msg 150257Z 
#101 Msg 1507402 
1/:102 Msg 151330Z 

It 103 Msg 151426Z 
11104 Hsg 151510Z 

1/:105 Msg 160148Z 

:/1106 Msg 160806Z 
4/:107 Rpt 17 June 
:/H08 Msg 170327Z 
If109 Msg 170555Z 
1'110 Msg 170730Z 
#111 Msg l71146Z 
11112 Msg 180140Z 
#113 Msg l8014,2Z 
.#114 Hsg 180640Z 
#115 Rpt June 68 

{1116 Msg 190401Z 
#117 t-1sg 1.9,2335Z 
{/:1l8 Msg 300901Z 
1/:119 Msg . 170829Z 
Ifl20 Mem 20 June 

ifl21 Msg 200804Z 
Ifl22 Msg 200920Z 
1H23 Msg 200923Z 

IFl24 Msg 201034Z 
#125 Rpt 21 June 
1/:126 Msg 210930Z 
tFl27 Msg 210932Z 
11128 Msg 210934Z 
fF129 Msg 211410Z 
iFl30 Hsg 220200Z 

:/fl31 Msg 220303Z 
#132 Msg 220425Z 

fFl33 Msg 220958Z 

4/:134 Msg 230540Z 
11135 Sty 24 June 
11136 Msg 240814Z 

Viet River 
CG PCV Phu Bai Subj: Temporary Boundary Change 
3rd Mar Div Subj: Realignment of Forces 
3rd Mar Div Subj: Construction of Artillery Support Bases 
3rd Mar Div Subj: OPCON 
3rd Har Div Subj: Manning Gua Viet Observation Tow'ers 
BLT 2/4 Subj: Deadline Combat Essential Equipment 
CTG 76.5 Subj: ARG Bravo Readiness SITREP #18 
Task Force Hotel Subj: 175mm GUns 
Task Force Potel Subj: Evacuation & Destruction of Khe Sanh Base & 

Subsequent Operations 
III MAF DaNang Subj: BLT Rotatruon 
Task Force Hotel Subj: Planning Dir.ective for Multi-Regiment 

Operations in Lancaster II Area of Opera 
3rd Mar Div Subj: Personnel & Equipment, Provisional 155mm Howitzer 

(Towed) Artillery Battery 
3rd Mar Div Subj: OPCON 

68 3rd Mar Div Subj: Terrain Study of Base Area 101 
3rd Mar Div Subj: Congratulations to Officers & Men of 3/4 
CG PCV Phu Bai Subj: Extension of SICR 
3rd Mar Div Subj: OPCON 
3rd Mar Div Subj: OPCON Messages 
3rd Mar Div Subj: OPCON 
3rd Mar Div Subj: OPCON 
Task Force Hotel Subj: 3rd Marine Division Operation Plan 20-68 
3rd Mar Div SUbj! Critique Scotland II Campaign (South of Khe Sanh) 

2-19 June 1968 
Task Force Hotel Subj: Retrograde Movement Khe Sanh Base 
3rd Mar Div COC Subj: LVT Assets 
III MAF COC Subj: LVTP~5 Operational Status 
III MAF DaNang Subj: LVTP_5 Augmentation for 3rd AMTRAC Bn 
3rd Mar Div Subj: Report of June 20th Meeting of the Quang Tri 

Province Combined Rice Denial Sub-Committee 
3rd Mar Div Subj: Unit Movement 
Task Force Hotel Subj: Summary of recovery Operations at 12 Loon 
Tgsk Force Hotel Subj; New Road in Southern Portion of Scotland II 

Area of Operations 
3rd Mar Div Subj: Security for Dredging Operations 
3rd Mar Div Subj: Strength Report for Quang Tri Area 
CTF Clearwater Subj: National Police on Cua Viet River 
3rd Mar Div Subj: OPCON 
3rd Mar Div Subj; OrGON 
3rd Mar Div Subj: Operational Reports 
3rd Mar Div Subj: Personal for Lt. Gen. Rosson from Maj9 Gen. Davis 

Operations at Khe Sanh v 

CG PCV Phu Bai Subj: Visit of COHUSMACV to Hqs PC 
Task Force Hotel Subj: Arrival of Newsmen for PhotBgraphing & 

Observation of Evacuation 
3rd Mar Div Suhj: Subparagraphs of Ref A for Action in SO far as 

Possible 
3rd Mar Div Subj: OPCON 
3rd Mar Div Subj: Terrain Study of the Napoleon/Saline Area 
III MAF DaNang Subj: PSYOP Support for Operation Thor 
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1/137 I1sg 

//:138 Msg 
iH39 Msg 
#140 Msg 
#141 Msg 
11142 Msg 
#143 Msg 
tfl44 Msg 
#145 Msg 
IH46 Msg 
#147 Msg 
11148 Msg 
ffl49 Mem 

11150 
fi151 
ft152 
¥J153 

//:154 
IJ:l55 
ifl56 
#157 
1/:158 
ffl59 
tFl60 
1Fl61 
#162 
tf:163 
#164 
11165 
#166 

#167 
#168 
#169 
:fI:l70 
#171 
Ifl72 
11173 
1F174 
#175 
iFl76 
#177 
#178 
#179 
//:180 

Msg 
Msg 
Msg 
Msg 

Msg 
Msg 
Msg 
Msg 
I1sg 
Sty 
Rpt 
Msg 
Msg 
Msg 
Msg 
Msg 
Msg 

Msg 
asg 
Msg 
Msg 
Msg 
Msg 
Msg 
Msg 
Msg 
Msg 
Msg 
Msg 
Msg 
Doc 

240951Z 

2410302 
2413502 
2417202 
2500882 
250648Z 
2508142 
2508162 
2509002 
2511302 
2515202 
2517202 
26 June 

2601302 
260340Z 
2604402 
260639Z 

2607502 
260950Z 
270406Z 
270920Z 
271350Z 
28 June 
28 June 
280107Z 
2801012 
~80ltD~ 

280LI48Z 
280746Z 
280748Z 

280810Z 
2905022 
2906002 
290800Z 
2909202 
29l426Z 
3003litZ 
3004322 
3006402 
300645Z 
301118Z 
3014302 
3018002 
June 68 
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• 3rd Mar Div Subj: Concept of Operations: 3rd Marines in 
Leatherneck Square 

III MAF DaNang Subj: Proposed ARG/SLF Schedule 1st Qtr FY 69 
CG PCV Phu Bai Subj: Artillery Movement Schedule tlThor" 
III MAF DaNang Subj! Aerial Reconnaissance Support of Operation 
3rd Mar Div Subj: Operational Discrepancy Report 
OOMUSMACV CG PCV Phu Bai Subj: Unit Deployment 
3rd Mar Div Subj: Disposition of Forces 
3rd Mar Div Subj: Manning of Towers along Cua Viet River 
3rd Mar Div Subj: OPCON & Area of Operations Changes 
CG PCV Phu Bai Subj: PCV Posture June - Sep 68 
3rd Mar Div Subj: l75mm Guns (SP) 
3rd Mar Div Subj: Assume & Pass OPCON 
3rd Mar Div Subj: Quang Tri Development; Progress for Period 

18 - 24 June 1968 
3rd Mar Div Subj: Operation Thor Security 
3rd Mar Div Subj: Congratulatory Message 
3rd Mar Div Subj: Artillery Movement Schedule Thor 
CG FCV Phu Bai Subj: Special Jending Force (SLF) Utilization of 

SLF in Future Operations 
3rd Mar Div Subj: Operation Thor Security 
3rd Mar Div Subj: OPCON 
III MAF DaNang Subj: Inactivation of the Khe Sanh Combat Base 
3rd Mar Div Subj: in Reply Ref A , Ref B Advised Status Ref C 
3rd Mar Div Subj: OPCON 
3rd Mar Div Subj: Terrain Study of the Kentucky Area of Operations 
3rd Mar Div Subj: Strength Report Quang Tri Area 
3rd Mar Div COC Subj: Manning of Towers along Cua Viet River 
3rd Mar Div Subj: Retracement of Our 250816Z 

,;jhrd BatjJ!Jiv'-Subj: - Mar-tat Incident 
3rd Mar Div Subj: OPCON 
3rd Mar Div Subj: Disposition of Infantry Forces 
3rd Mar Div Subj: Concept of Operations: Multi-Regiment Operation 

Northeastern Quang Tri Province 
CG PCV Phu Bai Subj: Tactical Air Support for Coming Weeks 
3rd Mar Div Subj: OPCON 
3rd Mar Div Subj: OPCON 
3rd Mar Div Subj: OPCON & Area of Operations Reassignments 
Task Force Hotel Subj: Artillery Support Khe Sanh Base 
3rd Mar Div Subj: OPCON 
III t-1AF DaNang Subj: Operation Thor 
3rd Mar Div Subj: BLT Rotation 
BG 1st MAW Subj: Operation Thor Fire Support Areas 
3rd Mar Div COC Subj: Arc Light 
COMUSHACV Subj: ARG/SLF Employment 
3rd Mar Div Subj: Special Landing Force 
CG PCV FWD Dong Ha Subj: Arc Light Operation Thor 
Air Cavalry DiVe Subj: SITREPS, INTSUMS, After Action Reports, Etc 
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FROM: OG 3D MARDIV 
TO: 3D MARDIV 

A £21J1 lEait ",P' 

~,p CHi 
C
. -. \ {'t. 
-_~, .~r'" 

I. I 
Ir"l_'/:'O~ \.: '- i '/ 

opeON MESSAGES I Cc PO' . 
1. IN ORDER TO KEEP MESSACEj 'l'RAF1>IC JTJ!,P-lfINIMUM ~ 
SAGES CONCERNING CRANGE OF PPcON OF urnt~N ~I 

1>U\'WS,"i; s.Q UI"l . 
AND TASK 1i'ORCES WItL 'BE ... BY Tins BQo K'1~~*~ 

20 INTRA.",Rli:GDmNT CHAlITGES OTt' O~CON WILL ~Rf.i!PORTED BY 

VOICE OOMMUNIOATIONS TO TRIS HQo 

GP~ 
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WHoM: CG THIRl)/M}~DIV 
TO: . ~-qq.J!~ .. /'~ \ .. ::?:.~:A:IR OAV Drv 

--Ijl'n~A RINES 
INFO: CG III MAF 

on nov 
THIRD lMlRDIV"" 

& 2-' 2 S£ 7 ,,; t 
OPCON 

10 ETi'fi'ECTIVI t~~~I~H.nJN68. eG THIRD ~1ARDIV ASSTJ11ES OPOON" 

ow A/lIB FRl)li 3D HARINES AND PASSES AIl/8 TO OPC01I eG 

1ST AOD S\MEDTG~ 

20 ~'FT:\F.CTlVE 171530H JTTN68j} eG THIRD MAnnI V ASSTJMES a·peON 

OF DTRPll19TH CAV FROf-i CG 1ST ACD AND PASSES opoot! DTRP/l/qTH 

OAV ,TO 3D MARINES BAtm DTG .. 

30 FOB OG 1ST ADl): 

GP""l~ 

REQUEST TFIS :HQ BE IN'FORl.fB;n OF FUTiffiE UNIT ROTATIONS 

TO/FDO}i jD 1!\ RINES PRIOR TO _~~N'CE 

cCN_1/72. RELEASED BY ~~. 
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COUU CNTR THIRD MARDIV 

~F.C .. 9"'.,3 pT-Tm'1i.:_ .. 'lD rrA'RDIV coe 

IMlrEDIATE {fe:! U. Z JUN 68 

GWo_ •• --,;;:::;:tJLl1:...L..~~...F----

FROM: 
TO: 
f!l,.)FO: 

jT __ A L)~,d/T 

OPOO1'T 

e~iY 

117 ElfI'1':il"ffiC'rlVE 11160()F. JUliE 68,. co. 3D rl{AR DIll A.SfHJ1'1ES iJPcm~ 

Oli' 2/4 FROM OG l'F HOTEL AND 8XHE DTG AsSrcHrS, 2/4 OPOOH 

9TH MARI1n!:S,. 

GP0.4 

CON ,It 2. '3 . REtl'LISED BY ~ 

I la/Jill. C ,~(l/J6't; lJ-t-3 ~r/J 

I" I cY -:-\ L) ~ 
j~~ 
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t.,. ' 3D MARDIV (klNPLAN 2e..,Gi3 
'18 ~,EF A REQUIRES ,THAT ALL Ut?SERVICEABL2 SRADE 3 AlirO ~E , DESl'ROYED PRIOR TO EVACUAT10'" OF KgB. THEfiE Ie: Ml E'STI~EPTFD " 120..IONS OF UNSERVICEABLE GRADE .3 BURIED H' A~; ARft. ,?OUTH OF AIR')TRIP AT APPROXIMATELY THE 1412:0' MAriK ON Rur'illAY FROM " ,EASTERN APPROACH. CONSIDER IT UNSASE AND I~PF.ACTICAL TO f.\TTE~PT TO REft'OVE .. E N 8LC\I N, ESTIMATE A CRATER 130 FT < 

• X ,300 FT X 50 IT DEEP TO RESUL T IN ADDITION TO DESTJ1UCTIOM OF !j,'HI\T p.anrON OF RUNt·!AY CO~iTIGUOOg TO BLAST grTEe 2.. UNOiDIR INTEND TO MAKE THIS E'OD SHOT nm FHJ~L leT IN RETROGRADE/DEgTfWCTION OF KSBc -
<G~~ , 

BT . 
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CoNrIlENl'IAL • 
PREFACE 

In the combat envi~onment of ~apidly changing 
situations, and of day-to-day operations that capture 
interest a.nd attention to the exclUsion of the Itold 
news ll of yesterday1s actions, there is a tendency to 
fo~get, ignore or fail to examine experience recently 
gained. Thus, it cannot be p~ofitably applied to 
future undertakings. 

Task Force Hotel, commanded by Brigadier General 
c.w. HOFFMAN, USMC, was charged with developing plans 
fo~ an operation in Scotland II area of operations to I 

the south of Khe Sanh Base, an area which had not been 
previously penetrated by major combat units. The size 
and duration of. the operation were deliberately flexible. 
Although objectives were prescribed, the execution and 
scheme of maneuver were to be dependent upon the enemy's' 
reactions. To gain the capability of prOjecting combat 
units into distant objectives required assaults and 
subsequent supply support totally dependent on helicopters. 
It was also necessary for artillery fire support bases 
to be selected, seized, developed a.nd utilized to extend 
the umbrella of 1'Ir'tl11ery fire in conjunction with 
extensive use of fixed wing air support. 

To insure that the experience of this unique oper­
ation (which at times involved two regiments -- seven 
infantry battalions -- 2~ lO5mm plus one ·155mm batteries 
lifted to hill top fire bases) was not lost, I requested 
that a critique of this campaign be held. General 
HOFFMAN, his staff, the comm.anders and their staffs 
from the 1st and 4th Marines, and Brigadier General 
HILL, Assistant Wing Commander, 1st ~~W, all contributed 
to a'most worthwhile presentation and exchange of 
information. The critique was held at LZ Stud on 25 June, 
within six days of the termination of the operation. It 
is uQte'Vmrthy that during the critique LZ Stud received 
48 rounds of incoming rockets -- which while imparting 
only minor damage to the logistic area did serve as an 
unexpected motivating factor. The results of the 
critique are consolidated here in booklet form so that 
the lessons learned will not be limited to those present 
at the critique. They'tvi11 be incorporated into planning 
and execution of fUture operations. 

~ 
R. G. DAVIS 
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CONFITJEN'lUL 

SCOPE OF OPERATION (CG TASK FORCE HOTEL) 

The enemyfs pattern of activity during the month 
of May focused repeated1:y on the area south of Route 9, 
particularly that segment betvveen Bong Kho ane Ku Bac. 
The pattern took shape from a variety of intelligence 
inputs and from a series of spirited engagements 
fought betvleen 1st Marines t elements and determined enemy 
units that came from the south toward Route 9. The 
enemy paid dearly for these exploratory efforts, losing 
several hundred soldiers wi~hin sight of Route 9. 
These bitter actions also produced solid proof that the 
enemy had in~oduced at least one new regiment in the 
Khe Sanh area -- the 102d Regiment of the 308th Division. 
This fresh unit added to the old resident 30L~th Division 
brought enemy infe.ntry strength to at least 12 battalions. 
Further, it look~d as if the full dozen might be deployed 
south of Route 9. 

Obviously the enemy cm~nander intended to choke 
off Route 9, isolate IDle Sanh, again make the base a 
sandbag island in a hostile sea. Just as surely, we 
had to upset the enemy's calculations, throw him off 
balance, chop Up.his f?rces. 

To this end, Task Force Hotel directed the 1st 
Marines to prepare a concept for a m~lti-batta1ion 
action designed to get behind the enemy and destroy him. 
The 1st Marines concept called for helicopter assaults 
by two battalions about 6,000 meters south of Route 9. 
The 1st Marines named the Landing Zones Robin and Loon., 
these being dominant terrain from l"rhich assault battalions 
could move northward against a block provided by a third 
participating battalion. We later dubbed this phase of 
the action IIRobin North". 

Even as this concept took shape, CG 3d Marine Div­
ision focused additional attention on a new enemy road 
leading ~rom Laos across the far souther~ extremity of 
the Scotland II area of operations. This incomplete 
road desex'ved exploration and inspection to determine 
its exact trace, capacity and use. Such a search 
promised to find defense forces, construction troops 
and valuable caches. Task Force Hotel directed the 4th 
Marines to develop a concept for this penetration of 
the deep south, a phas~ subsequently called Robin Suuth. 
Everyone recognized that Robin South would require 
establishment of advanced fire bases from which to 
project artillery support of our helo-borne forces. 
Robin and Loon seemed logica.l sites for such fire bases. 

1 
. ~ . 
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The Il.th Marine s established 15 objectives in the 
nobin South area. 'l'hese provided. 8uital',le alternative 
targets for bGttulion assaults with final choices 
depending on later intelligence and on enemy reDctions 
to our incursion. 

Forces availabJ.e to Task Force Hotel included 
seven Qnd one-hn.lf infantry battalions supportEld by 6 
l05null howitzer batteries, 2 l;-;5mtll hOHi tzer batteries, 
an 8 inch howitzer platoon and a 17500n gun platoon. 

The ~rask Force also enjoyed a hif~h priod ty on 
helicopter and f'ixed ifinC asse ts. 

Task Force Hotel allocated a preponderance of 
resources to the 1st Narine3 for tbe Robin North 
€lction [lnd to the 4th lIarinEls for the Hobin South action. 

Amonr; tho many ch21.1onges we faced in a campaign 
of this maGnitude, one loomed mueh lorger than the 
others. I refer to thE:: chDllenge of sustaining a C_ 
~videly dispersed task lorce in an active combat environ­
ment exclusively by helicopters. If we could meet this 
challenGe, we bel iev8 1J. 1fe could ta]re the others in 
stride. For '{,Ve Imew at the outset, and we confirmed 
during the action, that a Hal"'ine infHntry battalion -­
adequately sUpported -- can operate successfully any­
~Jhere in South Vietnam. 

We launched Robin North on 2 June and concluded 
Hobin South 17 da.ys later. During the course of the 
action, our choice of Loon aG u site for a fire support 
base proved unfortunate since enemy artillery from CoRoc 
quickly registered on it and chased us out. This 
development required us to select Q new fire base, und 
Torch later proved a sound choice. 

The Robin Horth and South actions, though 1'a1" 1'rOIll 
beine; perfec·(; in plo.nninc or execution, deserve to be 
judged as tactically, logistically and psychologically 
successful. This critique will indicate why we feel 
justified in this evaluation and will identify as many 
shortcomings and sugeested corrective measures as 
possible. As usual, we find it much easier to identify 
the shortcomings of others rather' than those of our­
selves. 
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CON1'IIJENTiAL • 

I OPERATIONS' 

Hy comments will address the planning, the execution of 

Robin North, executiorr of Robin South, tactics/techniques 

used, air/ground coordination, artillery fire bases, 

problems encountered and some lessons learned. 

A.. Planning 

The over-all concept of the multi-battalion oper­

ntion south of KSB was based on tHO thoughts: 

(1) That the objective area selected was 
occupied in strength, and that the E-H road was a major 

infiltration route. 

(2) That by moving in heliborne attack into 

targets far south of KSB we would trap the enemy. 

The plan developed by CG TF Hotel was two phased, 

with the 1st l'-1arines conducting Robin !forth and the 
4th Marines conducting Robin South. The concept visual­

ized two infantry battalions helilifted into separate 
LZ l s then pushing north into blocking positions estab­
lished by another battalion. A fourth bat+.alion was 

earmarked as reserve. 

This concept was turned over to 1st Marines to work 

out the scheme of maneuver and plan for fire support. 

After the 1st Marines seized the two LZ l s and prior 

to their pushing north, the plan called for one company 

fror.1 the 4th Marines to helil:i:ft into each of the same LZ' 5, 

and develop them into fire bases for subsequent 4th 
Marines offensive operations. The initial concept for 

Robin South called for 3 battalions to be helilifted 

into 1Z's near the enemy road. This concept was turned 

over to the 4th Marines to develop the scheme of maneuver 

and plan for fire support. 

The schematic idantifies the objective area, the 1st 

Marines zone of action, the firebases planned, and the ,'~ i ~ 

4th MarinAS zone of action. f u, . 
"l 

B. Robin North 

After an extensive prep on LZ Robin (XD 911334) by 

artillery, CAS, TPQ's, and a nearby arclight, 1/1 landed 

at 02l200H June 1968, unopposed. CO 1st Marines decided 

to land 2/4 on LZ Robin due to inability of aircraft to 
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burn the wet elephant grass on LZ Loon. Elements o~ 213 
were already in blocking positions in the vicinity of 
XD 874382. On D+lafter added prep, 2/4 helilifted into 
LZ Loon (XD 876334) but the lift was halted twice due to 
enemy fire. After dropping the first wave, helicopters 
received fire from the north. Later, troops in the LZ 
began receiving s/A fire. Heavy A/s and artillery were 
called in to neutralize the area. A warning of what Was 
to came occurred at l345H, when 7 rounds of unknown type 
artillery fire impacted in the LZ from a westerly origin. 
The following day, D+2, F/2/4 in LZ Loon, was attacked by 
an estimated company of NVA. The NVA left 34 KIA's on 
the field. E/l/l, moving ~rom LZ Robin, secured obj #1 
unopposed. On D+3, 5 arclights were dropped south of 
LZ's Loon and Robin. C/l/1, moving on obj ·#5, started 
a fight with an estimated platoon. They pulled back to 
use air and artillery, planning to assault it on D+4 
after additional prep fires. 0 and D/l/4.,'·still securing 
LZ Loon,protected engineer efforts developing the fire­
base. c/1/4 received artillery fire from CoRoc on D+3 
resulting in 9 KIA and 3 WIA (Evac).It appeared then 
that Loon's exposed slopes might be untenable. Subse~ 
quent action on Loon will be covered later. On D+4, 
2/4 took obj #6 and III took obj #5 unopposed. On D+6, 
2/4 wa~ helilifted into qbj #8 (XD 864361) •. 2/4 suffered 
29 WIA (Evac) on this objective from artillery fire; 
they killed 7 NVA. On D+7, elements of 2/4 on objective 
#8 were attacked by an NVA battalion. Results of this 
action were 12 NVA/KIA, friendly casualties were 7 KIA 
and 41 WIA (Evac). On D+8, 2/4 continued searching the 
vicinity of obj #8 and on D+9 was helilifted into obj 
#10, landing unopposed after a prep. On 12 June, Phase I 
was concluded with 92 NVA/KIA and 3 POW's. Friendly 
casualties were 16 KIA and 130 WIA (Evac). 2/4 moved 
to KSB as 4th Marines reserve; III moved to hill positions 
to ma.ke 3/4 available to 4th Marine s. 

c. Robin South 

D-Day for Robin South, 6 June, was D+4 of the basic 
operation. C and D/l/4 near LZ Loon received an attack 
from an NVA battalion. After the ground attack had 
subsided, the two companies received heavy artillery 
from CoRoc. In the afternoon it was decided the position 
was untenable, since engineer equipment could not freely 
move about and stocks of arty ammo would offer too 
lucrative a target. All personnel were withdrawn by 
1900H. An Army bUlldozer and backhoe were left in the 
zone as were eight bodies previously staged for evacuation. 
Heavy s/A fire was directed at helicopters. lifting out 
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the units, resulting in one CH-46 being shot down with 

11 aboard. Overall results were 24 friendly KIAts and 

37 WIA (Evac). Enemy losses were 154. NVA/KIA. The same 

day D-Day (D+4), 3/9 was helilifted into an area 
southeast of obj #3 (XD 942292) one kilometer from Laos, 

killed 1 NVA and captured $ road workers. On 0+1 (0+5), 

1/4 was helilifted into obj #2 (XD 90$280) and received 

some light sniper fire. 3/9 searching towards obj #3, 

killed 2 NVA and captured 4, suffering 1 Marine KIA and 

1 WIA (Evac). On D+l (0+5), 1/4 was helilifted from LZ 

Stud into the vicinity of XD 911279, to develop a new 

firebase for support of the 4th Marines deeper moves 

south. The new firebase was designated Torch. On 0+2 

(D+6), 1/4 and 3/9 searched their respective AOts finding 

evidence of continued road work and many bunkers and 

fighting holes, evidently used by laborers and soldiers. 

On D+3 (D+7), C/l/12 was he1ilifted into LZ Torch from 

LZ Robin. On this date, 1/4 and 3/9 continued to search 

their areas. On D+4 (D+8), 3/9 captured 7 POW's and 

elements of 1/4 found a large cultivated field with 
potatoes and ether crops. On D+5 (D+9), A/l/4 and 

c/1/12 at LZ Torch, (XD 911278), received a heavy ground 

attack from an estimated NVA company. The attack 

commenced at 0215H, s~pported by mortars. After receiving 

sporadic fire all day, the contact ended at 2130H. 
Results were 28 NVA/KIA, friendlies were 14 KIA and 113 

WIA (Evac). Majority of casualties were caused by mortar 

fire striking the bald hill. After a heavy prep with 8 

inch howitzers, plus TPQ's, 314 landed and commenced to 

search toward obj #4, going opcon to 4th Marines on 
liftoff. Arclights requested on this area were not 
received but a substantial CAS and TPQ prep was conducted. 

3/4 searched the area and made contact with small units 

of NVA; subsequent contactR consisted of small arms fire 

fights. On D+6 (D+IO), T/l/ll was helilifted from KSB to 

LZ Robin. 3/9, continuing to search their area, found a 

cache at XD 925304, consisting of 400 Ibs clothing, 

rain gear, 20 pairs of jungle boots, 250 Ibs rice, 150 

1bs TNT, 1000 feet Det cord and assorted engineering 

tools. Near XD 928298 3/9 also found a large culvert 

and approximately 300 1bs of TNT. They used 250 Ibs 

of it to blow the culvert and 50 Ibs to blow a hole in 

the road. On D+7 (D+l1), 3/4 killed 2 NVA; 3/9 captured 

3 POH's while continuing a search in the OA. On D+8 

(D+12), 2/4 went opcon to the 4th Marines by way of a 

he1iborne attack into obj #10 (XD 847237), in the viciniVy 

of the E-W road. They captured a Russian 1~ ton truck and 

a motor driven arc welder which were destroyed since it 

was not tactically sound fo~ the unit to loiter as long 

as it was required for heavy helos to arrive. 3/9, at 
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XI) 904255, found 12 graves with 1 NVA in each. They also 
found, alongside the road, 500 bunkers, B.nd 400 Ibs of 
ammonium nitrate. A stone bridge at XD 897260 vIas blown 
Hith captured explosives. On D+9 (D+13), 3/4, in the 
vicini ty of obj #lLl_, after being helilifted from the 
La.nc; Hole area on 12 June, received a predaHu attack by 
an estimated NVA batte.lion. At 1530H, 3/4 policed up the 
battlefield and cOlmted 186 NVA/KIA, and 7 POW's. They 
lost 16 KIA, 1 MIA., and 58 WIA (Evac). 2/4, searching 
their area, found a mUlti-battalion harbor site, a 6 
wheeled, 5 ton truck, containing heavy repair eqUipment 
and a hlO ton truck 'H;l th a machine shop mounted on the 
baclr. They also J..dlled 6 NVA with artillery fire and 
evacuated the vehicles. 

On D+10 (D+14), 3/l~, operating near XD 880267, found 21 
NVA/KIA. 3/9 found a hospital site at XD 902252 consist­
ing of tuo laY'ge bunkers l.vi th operating tables and 
considerable evidence of recent casualties. On D+11 (D+ 
15), 3/9 (-) and c/l/4 returned to LZ Loon, recovered the 
bodies, thetivo pieces of Army equipment, located and 
searched the CH-l~6 lrlreckage, evacuating all bodies and 
equipment Hi thout friendly 10s:.<1e3. On D+12 (D+16) J 

3/4 was attacked' by an NV A fO'rce of battalion or larger. 
At 1330B, they searched the battlefield. and found 130 . 
NVA/nA. Friendl y losses were 11 KIA and 30 WIA (Evac) ~ 
Total results for Robin South 'trlere: 604 NVA/KIA, 48 
pm'l/detainees; friendly losses were: 77 KIA, 286 WIA 
(Evac) and 20 lHAHE. During Hobin South, contact 
frequently occurred in the pre-dalrJD hours. Large 
quantities of equipment, clothing, alld construction 
ma.terials were captured. The enemy road had been 
developed extensively in certain sections. All install­
ations and sites found were destroyed. Dronar,e to the road 
included tivO bridl3es blown{at XD 916292 and XD 899280), 
four culverts blown (at XD 928297, JeD 902231~_, XD 901232, 
and XD 899280)1. cratering by shaped charges at six 
locations (XD d802251. XD 927290, XD 907227, XD 908228, 

.XD 909226, and XD 92d296 ), 25 meters of rock slide 
'(at XD 901236), one road crossing destroyed (at XD 872227), 
and craters in the roa.d caused bya long string 01' snakeye 
bombs. 

Tactics/Techniques Employed 

The basic tactics were to employ the vertical 
envelopment of Marine Corps doctrine end for all battal­
ions to maintain flexibility. The mission of finding, 
fixing, and killing the enemy stressed the use of 
supportine arms as the best method of breaking a 
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. tenacious enemy prior to assault. During the operation 
a substantial reconnaissance effort was exerted. UHlE 
gunships from VMO-6 provided air recon capability. Army 
helos of A Troop, 1st of the 9th, 1st AirCavDiv, aided in 
Robin North. They reported each morning to TFH G-2 
and received a brief. After completing morning missions) 
they returned for debrief, and then brier~d on their 
afternoon mission returning around 1700 to again be 
debriefed. The ground reconnaissance capability was 
provided by 3d Force Recon, who proved invaluable. On 
one occasion, a standard four man team was inserted deep 
in the Scotland II AO, near the Laotian border, to 
determine enemy presence and LZ availability of obj #10 0 

They accomplished their mission by not only locating one 
LZ but also findinr, a second LZ offering defiladp. from 
CoRoc. A substantial psyops effort was mounted before 
and during the operation using both loudspeakers and. 
leaflet drops. Good coverage was reported by troops in 
the field, but we did not receive the immediate results 
we had anticipated, since only two Hoi Chanh's were taken. 
A residual impact no doubt continues. During the 
helilifts, aircraft laid smoke to screen enemy obser­
vation. ------The operation reaffirmed that Marine Corps tactics 
are sound and the air/ground team has the mobility to 
exploit the enemy's slowness to react. 

Air und Ground Coordination 

Helo operations require planning down to the most 
minute detail. Therefore, prior to helili:fts, we 
conducted briefs with face to face planning by the 
squadron and bn. leaders involved. Where possible the 
VMO-6 recon pilots also participated, and on one 
occasion it was possible for the keyhole recon patrol 
leader, extracted a few hours earlier from the objective 
area, to participate. This joint planning by pi~ots 
and troop commanders assures safety, speed, and unity of 
effort. 

Selection of Fire Support Bases 

In selecting a fire support base to be supported by 
helicopters, many aspects are governed by the capabilities 
of the choppers. The site must accommodate large trans­
port helos, be suitable for the emplacement of artillery 
pieces, and accept large quantities of Class V. If 
pOSSible, it should be in defilade from known or suspected 
enemy artillery positions. In selecting our two initial 
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firebases, they met most criteria with the exception of 

LZ Loon which offered slopes to enemy artillery 
positions at CoRoc.(vic MO 741317). 

Problems Encountered/Lessons Learned 

L. One of the first problems encountered was moving 

troops into the objective area, while still conducting 

Drumfire II, (a massive artillery raid on CoRoc by 
175mm in LZ Hawk). This was solved by scheduling 
choppers around the gun target line. It was noted that 

the concussion from 175mm guns blew the windows out of 

CH-46s landing near the battery. 

2. Provide adequate forces for mass and shock. 

Solution: man the hill positions around Khe Sanh with 
sealed down forces and maintain active recon measures. 

3. Avoid sending large numbers of helos to units not 

participating in the operation. Solution: stockpile 

sufficient supplies to sustain the hill positions during 

the operation, so a minimum amount of resupply would be 

required. 

4. The scheduling and receipt of arclights proved 
disappointing. It had been planned to drop three strings 

of arclights in an east to west axis, each supporting 

successive moves southward. 13 were requested by CG 
3d NarDiv and 43 were requested by CG TF Hotel. Not­

withstanding active interest by CG PCV, only 16 were 
received. Lesson learned: priorities in SE Asia may 

preempt scheduled arclights; therefore the success of an 

operation should never depend on delivery of arclights. 

vlhen scheduled, the schedule is inflexible. 

5. There was tremendous reliance on aerial observers 

for delivery of both artillery fires and air strikes. 
When struggling through elephant grass to get one's 

bearings, an A.O. is invaluable. When good vantage 
points are gained however, maximum use should be made of 

artillery FO's and forward air controllers. This 

releases A.O.'s for counterbattery and V. R. work, 
maintains the skills of the ground units in adjusting and 

controlling their own fires and permits the Commander to 

dictate the rate and type of firepower brought to bear. 
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UNI TS EHPLO YED 

PHASE I (ROBIN NOHTH) 

INFANTRY ARTILLERY 

Is t Ma11 ines T/l/11~fo 

1/1 1/3/12 

2/4- B/l/12 

2/3 A/I/Il 

1/3 (-) W/l/ll 

G/3/12 

PI t 1st 8" 
How Btry 

B/2/94 
(USA) 

L/4/12 

PHASE II (ROBIN SOUlrH) 

!~ th Hal"ines A/1/12 

1/4 C/1/12 

3/4 T/l/I1.::-

1/3 (- ) PI t lil/2/12 

3/9 Plt 1st 8" 

2/4 Pl t A/l/9L~ 
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1st Marine Aircraft Wing (CAS). 

Helo support from VNO-6, 

MAG-36" and l/1-'l.G-,39 and 

hooks/cranes of 1st AirCavDiv. 

FI'om D-l until D+4, an air 

recon capability was provided 

by A Troop, 1st of the 9th1 

1st AirCavDiv, Fixed Hing 

strikes by 1st l"IAW and some 

USAF and usn a/c • 

• :1- 6 Towed 15511un HO'loJ' 

Same as o.bove 

.:;. 6 TOlt-led 155Ilun How 
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COllI1ENTS BY 1ST IvIARINES (-) (REIN) 

OPERATIONS 

1. Planning. FollOHing the receipt of a verbal warning 
order on 25 May 68 from CG, Task Force Hotel to plan an 
offensive operation in the area generally south of 
Route 9 \V'i thin the Scotland II Area of Operations, 1st 
HarinG:] prepared So concept of operations for a hGlicopter­
borne assault 'tvi th one battalion and a subsequent attack 
by this battalion tOvtards a ba tta.lion blocking force 
positioned i~nediately south of Route 9. On 26 May, this 
concept was submitted to the Co~nanding General Task 
Force Hotel, approval received, and detailed planning 
commenced. Plans included not only the tactical scheme 
of maneuver but the redisposition of forces in defense of 
Khe Sanh Base to free the forces necessary to execute 
the assi[!;ned mission. 

Late on 26 May, 1st Harines Frag Order 88-68 was 
issued setting forth the reqUirements of movement of 
forces throughout the Combat Bases and Combat Outposts 
surrounding Khe Sanh Base to free one battalion for the 
operation. The blocking battalion was assigned the 
mission to establish a mobile block in addition t~ 
continuing its normal assigned responsibility for the 
security of Route 9. . 

On 29 I'18.y, the operation Wl:l.S expanded by the Comrn&mding 
General to 8, four battalion operation, two helicopter­
borne battalions, one blocking battalion, and one 
reserve battalion. The reserve battalion remained under 
the control of Task Force Hotel to be committed as 
required. In response to this increase in forces, 1st 
I1arines Frag Order 89-68 was issued on 29 May 68. 

A change in the scheme of maneuver now called for 
tHO battalions to be helilifted on D-Day, one to LZ 
Robin and the second to follow into LZ Loon. Both 
would attack north towards the blocking force. 

D-Day was ultimately delayed from 30 May to 2 June 
due to the insufficient preparation of the landing 
zones caused by extremely wet vegetation and the delay 
in receiving one of the maneuver battalions as a result 
of heavy commitment in another area of the 3d Division 
AO. ---2. Tactics Employed. The tactics employed by the 1st 
Marines generally followed the basic doctrine of hell-
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copter assaults. However, terrain difference in the two 
ba ttalion' s zones of action required a slightly different 
method of attack. Initially, due to the inability to 
properly prepare L2 Loon, both battalions were landed in 
LZ Robin. On D plus one, prep of Loon was completed, and 
as originally planned, one battalion conducted a heli­
copterborne assB.ul t into L2 Loon. As has been pointed 
out by the G-3 of Tasll: Force Hotel, Loon soon became the 
object of attention by the gunners of GoRoc and its 
value was questionable. As a tactical landing zone to be 
seized and abandoned as the attack progressed, hovJ"ever, 
it presented no difficulties. 

The assault into each of these landing zones was 
planned to be preceeded by three days of extensive air 
and artillery prep. The delay in D-Day extended this 
period to five days and included both extensive use of 
artillery and air, CAS, TPQ's and arclights. As also 
has been stressed, the arclight support was considerably 
less than requested with 1st Marines receiving five 
prior to D-Day, all in the vicinity of LZ Robin. 
Intelligence targets and proposed objectives were also 
included in the extensive five day prep fires of 
artillery and direct air support. 

The maneuver of the two battalions was characterized 
by the absence of significant contact as well as employ­
ment of slightly different tactics for each. The battalion 
attacking from Robin advanced entirely overland as the 
terrain frrnn the landing zone to the blocking force was 
one large ridge decreasing in elevation from Robin to 
Route 9. 

The battalion at Loon, however, was forced to attack 
cross compartment and a series of tactical helilifts 
were utilized to move the unit to each successive 
objective. 

3. Type of Units. Only infantry battalions reinforced 
with combat engineers, helicopter support teams, and 
scout sniper te~~s were employed in this operation. Of 
course, all the artillery assets of the Regiment and 
the Task Force were employed to their fullest extent as 
well as any available air. The Reconnaissance assets'oi' 
Task Force Hotel were employed along the flanks of the 
objective area. 

4. Air and Ground Coordination. The abundance of current 
and active targets in Scotland II area of operations has 
resulted in the -Regimental and Battalion FSCC1s, FAC's 
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and forward observers eaining valuable experience in 
coordinate.d use of air and artillery. No difficulties 
were experienced during the operation. At one time 
although only two to three thousand meters separated the 
three battalions, alr and artillery were coordinated to 
such an extent to allow fUll support of each during the 
same time. 

~. Lessons Learned. Although 1st Marines had little 
contact with enemy forces during the operation, two 
important lessons were derived from the overall results. 

e.. '!'he delay in the execution of the initial D-Day 
which occurred after the extensive prep had begun resulted 
in a total of five days prep. Five days of prep fires 
is excessive in that it obviously indicates intentions 
to the enemy force and allows him sufficient time to 
withdraw to safe areas. The concept of two or three 
days of heavy prep in a larger objective area is excellent 
particularly in an area such as Scotland II where heavy 
bunker complexes are prevalent. Once the area prep has 
cownenced it must be continued to be of any value at 
all, but any excessively long delay in beginning the 
operation jeopardizes the opportunity to exploit the 

'benefits of the flre support. D-Day, therefore, must 
be considered l~ss flexible in an operation where heavy 
prep fires and air support are employed over a long 
period whereas helicopterborne operations utilizing 
short preps can be adjusted without consequence. 

b. Although somewhat of an administrative bUrden, 
the policy of staging 106 Recoilless Rifles to be heli­
lifted nightly into defensive positions is an extremely 
valuable asset. During this operation each battalion 
staged 106 Recoilless Rifles with crews at their rear 
OP's an~.had them delivered to the final positions prior 
to darl~ •. ' As necessary these weapons were returned to 
the rear during the day to await the final night positions. 
In some cases they were retained at Battalion Command 
Posts to support the attacking companies. The value of 
this weapon in the fieldfap excels the administrative 
burden resulting from daily helilifts. This fact was 
significantly illustrated when one battalion made 
extensive use of the "Bee Hive 11 capabili ty of the 106 
to assist in repelling a well coo~dinated NVA night 
attack. 
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COMMENTS BY 4TH MARINES (-)(REIN) 

OPERATIONS 

1. The concept for Robin South was a mUlti-battalion, 
3 step ope~ation utilizing fi~e support bases and heli­
borne assault deep into enemy territory. The assigned 
missions we~e to locate and destroy enemy elements 
within the AO; to locate enemy supply caches a.nd enginee~ 
equipment; and to interdict the enemy road within the 
AO. 

Step I was the activity of 3/9 and 1/4 in the vicinity 
of LZ Torch and that portion of the road extending to 
the n.orthwest. 

step II was considerably reduced as qompared to the 
original concept and involved only 3/4 landing aouth of 
Lang Hole. It had been planned to make a quick strike 
towards the enemy supply cache area but when the battalion 
was landed approximately 1200 meters to the south a small 
contact developed and the push north into Lang Hole 
became an impossibility within the dAsired time frame. 

~-----
2. Consequently,;after l~'days 3/4 was helilifted into 
objective 14 to trigger Step III. It is significant to 
note that this deciSion proved especially profitable as 
3/4 killed nearly 350 enemy in this objective area in two 
major actions. 3/9 moved overland -- another departure 
from the original plan calling for helilift towards 
objective 15 and subsequently operated along the ~nad, 
working in a southerly direction towards an advancing 
2/4. 

3. 2/4 was landed just southeast of objective 10 and 
moved along bhe axis of the road. Heavy brush and bamboo 
somewhat restricted designed movement and limited the 
battalion to the area adjacent to the road. On the 17th 
2/L~ did run company sized patrols 3,000 meters south of 
the road. 

4. The statistics of the operation have been made a 
matter of record and are indicative of significant damage 
done to 'enemy forcel, It is significant that the entire 
road within the AO was covered and that over 40 cuts 
were made by engineers and infantrymen, utilizing 
various methods including extensive use of enemy 
explosives. 
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5. Once again it was evident,tr.lat the low ground itJas 
the enemy operating area and i't, was in this type terrain 
that the majority of caches, equipment and prisoners 
were located. 

6. It was also again obvious that continuous movement 
is necessary to confuse, disrupt, and eventually fix 
the enemy. The fact that he chose to tasl~ organize a 
force to attack 3/4 when it 1JaS already liGht in the 
early morning attests to his confusion and inability 
to predict what the Harines next maneuver might be. 

7. A particular brieht spot in the operation was the 
smooth execution of all assault landings. Detailed 
planning conferences with both the Battalion and 
Squadron Com,,'11anders present were held prior to each lift. 
The c~ordination or heavy artillery and fixed wing prep 
and choice of exact L2's were discussed and ViR's were 
conducted. Detailed planning and adequate briefing of 
all participants were prime ractors contributing to the 
success of these landings and consequently to the success 
of the entire operation. 

8. The mobile fire support base system was highly 
effective in providing artillery support for all maneuver 
battalions. Although the Robin North portion of the 
operation could be supported from existing static artillery 
positions at Khe 8anh Base and LZ Hawk, the southernmost 
objective of ~obin South was 20K}1 from these positions. 
The progressive establishment of fire sU:tJport bases 
southward in the objective area at LZ's Robin and Torch 
extended the direct support artillery fan to cover the 
entire maneuver area in and beyond all objectives. 
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II INTELLIGENCE 
. 

A. COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS 

1. All available collection means 'Vlere employed 
during the 2-18 June period and provided invaluable data 
to analyze the magnitude of enemy forces opposing 
friendly forces in the Scotland II AD. 

2. The best exrunple of correlating the various 
sources of information was the manner in which the 
l02nd Regiment and then the 88th Regiment of the 308th 
NVA Division were identified. The tWIJ Hoi Cha.nh's 'Hho 
surrendered to Marine units at Khe Sanh on 31 May and 1 
June 'toTere the first indications of new forces being 
introduced into the Khe Sanh area. Previous comments on 
enemy contacts fram friendly units suggested that these 
enemy units were either replacements or in fact new 
units be~ause their conduct was marked by their shouting 
slogans lnd extreme aggressiveness. Subsequent police 
of the battlefield revealed substantiating documents and 
information to confirm the presence of' new enemy 1'orces. 
Of significant importance was the introduction of 
lu.."llinous unit identification tags for night moveIilent. 
Two different patterns of tags were found and confirmed 
the presence of two of the three infantry regim.ents of 
the 308th Division. 

B. ALLOCATION OF TASKS 

1. The various sources and collection means that 
will be covered are as follows: 

(a) Airborne collection devices 

(1) Airborne personnel detector 

(2) IR and SLAR 

() ) Photography 

(b) Prj soners 

(c) ,Captured documents and material 

(d) Aerial observation 

(e) Ground reconnaissance 

(r) Sensors 
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2. Airborne collection devices: 

(a) Airborne Personnel Detector. On 30 May 
t't-lO APD missions were requested from the 3d Marine 
Division and the missions were scheduled. The APD 
helicopter flew the first of these missions but the 
helicopter developed mechanical problems and the second 
mission was aborted. Three additional APD missions were 
requested. On a 5 June mission heavy enemy ground fire 
killed the APD operator and damaged the APD helicopter. 
In effect the APD was out of action for the entire 
operation. 

(b) IR and SLAR. On 3 June Task Force Hotel 
submitted a new IR and SLAR mission for coverage of the 
Scotland II AO. Liaison with 3d Marine Division resulted 
in cancellation of the old IR and SLAR targets and 
formulation of a new plan for coverage. During the 
period of the operation 4 IR and 14 SLAR reports were 
receiv~d. Targets were passed to FSCC and the respective 
regiments. Ninety per cent of the 3d Marine Division IR 
and SLAR assets were shifted to the Scotland II AO. 

(c) Aerial PhotographX. 

(1) Task Force Hotel submitted five photo 
requests; one included a request of 13 different mosaics. 
Available photography was delivered to the regiments. 
Complete photo coverage of the Scotland II AO was not 
available in the 3d Marine Division photo library. Only 
two photo missions requesting photography were delivered 
during the operation, one of .which was pinpoint photos 
taken by an AO and delivered within 72 hours of receipt 
of the request. 

(2) As invaluabie as the mosaics would 
be to unit con~anders as a map substitute, the time 
frame was much too condensed to permit a request to be 
processed in time to be delivered to the requesting unit. 
The short planning period did not permit a sufficient 
lead time to obtain the requested photo missions. If 
photo mosaics of the entire 3d Marine Division AO were 
on hand at a higher headquarters, specific areas 
requested could be photographed and forwarded. In 
most cases, mosaics made of photographs even three months 
old would still be acceptable. 

(3) One night photo was requested along 
Route 9 between Lang Vei and the Laotian border to 
determine whether or not this is an enemy LOC. No 
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readout has been furnished Task Force Hotel as of this 
date. 

3. Prisoners 

(a) Both fri~ndly regiments had their own ITT 
sub-teams. A sub-team from the 3d ITT supported the 
1st Marines, and a sub-team from the 17th ITT supported 
the 4th Marines. These units are to be commended for 
providinr.; timely and accurate interror,ations. Infor­
mation from these reports was immediately passed on to 
concerned units. Follow-up interrogations were provided 
by the 7th ITT at DONG HA. 

(b) The enemy prisoners and returnees provided 
invaluable information that held the key to identifying 
recently introduced enemy units. First the l02d Rer.;iment, 
then the 88th Regiment and finally the 36th Hegiment of 
the 308th NVA Division, were identified by PWs. 11 
prisoners were captured from the 83rd Engineer Regiment. 
These prisoners had knowledge of their own unit as well 
as other unit dispositions, combat efficiency, state of 
morale, status of supplies and their unit's missions. 

(c) The I·Tide separation of units and the 
periodic non-c.-II ailabili ty of aircraft complicated the 
evacuation of prisoners. Problems were encountered in 
escorting prisoners to KSB for initial interrogation and 
also in further escort to the Division collection point 
a t Dong Ha. Capturing uni ts provided escorts for PtcJ I s 
'to E:SB. In some instances escorts understandably 
returned to their parent units as soon as the prisoners 
were delivered to Khe Sanh. Upon completion of interro-
g s. tion, difficulties were encountered in finding further 
escorts to Dong Ha. LikeHise this headquarters was not 
kept adequately informed as to the disposition of 
pX'isoners by capturing units. In one instance three H'il,s 
were reportedly sent to "D" Hed in Donr; Ha. 3u[,­
sequently they were reported to have been turned over to 
ARVU channels. 1m untimely delay was encountered in 
interrogation because the capturing unit did not notify 
this headquarters as to the correct disposition of the 
three prisoners. 

4.. Captured Documents and. Material 

(s.) During the conduct of this portion of the 
operation, 12 batches of documents were captured totalling 
more than 532 pages. While the "tulk of the documents 
found were of negligible value, important intelligence 
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was gained from spot reports as well as complete transla­

t.ions. The 38th Regiment vIas mentioned in one of the 
documents found after a police of the battlefield. This 

was the first document found in this area to substantiate 

the 38th Regiment presence in the KS area. Also the 
presence of the 36th Regiment in the KS area was sub­

stantiated by captured documents. 

(b) One problem encountered was the failure to 

properly tag captured documents. The DTG, coordinates, 

capturing unit and circumstances of capture must be 
included on all captured documents. In some instances 

documents were not tagged at all causing an increase in 

the administrative communication burden to the cownand 

and a lapse of time in evaluating and disseminating ~he 

information. In one case, personnel of the capturing 

unit wrote and marked directly nn the captured documents 

causing confusion as to the original content. 

(e) Aside from capturing the normal weapons 

and items of individual equipment, three vehicles were 

captured. A truck and motor driven arc welder were 
destroyed in place; however, another truck with an 
elaborate machine shop mounted on its bed was evacuated 

to KSB where it was reassembled. 

5. Aerial Observation 

(a) Aerial recon support for the operation was 

initially provided by Alpha Troop, 1st of the 9th until 

assumed by ~10-6 employing two gunships. Pre-flight 

briefing and po~t- flight debriefing were performed at 

lille Sanh t-!.vice daily. It is desirable to have the same 
AO conduct VR of the same area daily in order to more 

readily note changes related to enemy activity and locate 

new targets. This was not accomplished due to the lack 

of AOts at division and other priorities. The srune 
pilots vTere used daily and pilot participation in the 

debrief complemented the AO's debrief and compensated 
for not having the same AO. Each mission flown reported 

new targets which Here fed to FSCC immediately after 

d.ebrief. 

(b) On June 16, the mission flown by the AO 

was a route recon of the new road and to confirm reportee 

information as to the length, width, number and location 

of bridge, culverts, fills and corduroy sections. A 
message reporting specific data on the ro~d was sent to 

3d l1arine Division. 
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6. Ground Reconnaissance 

(a) Third Force Recon Company conducted 12 
patrols during this period. Six patrols were r.onducted 
no~th of Route 9 permitting an economy of friendly forces 
occupying the hill positions. It was their particular 
mission to act as a screening force for in.filtration to 
KSB and the surrounding hill positions. 

(b) Of the six patrols south of Route 9, there 
were 3 priority extracts and one emergency extract. Two 
patrols were delayed because of weather. One patrol was 
aborted due to non-availability of aircraft. Another 
mission was aborted due to ground fire received during 
the approach to the LZ. 

7. Sensors 

(a) The sensor program in the Scotland II AO 
proved to be an essential part of the G-2 Intelligence 
Collection Proi:;rrun. Sensor readings were used to plan: 

aerial. 

(1) Photo missions 

(2) IR and SLAR missions 

(3) APD missions 

(LI-) Reconnaissance Zones, both ground and 

In addition, sensor readings were used to detect early 
warning of enemy infiltration and acquire targets. 

(b) During Robin South operations, 4 recon 
patrols were planned in the Scotland AO ba~ed on sensor 
activations. 

(c) Detection of enemy in.filtration was limited 
to early warning and oriented to the west and northwest, 
with only 2 strings seeded to the south. More strings 
would have facilitated targeting of enemy movements and 
detecting his movements within the immediate KS area. 
16 hand emplaoed sensors were seeded by 3d Force Recon 
beams to augment the aerial delivered devices. 

C. REPORTS. Permission was granted to the 4th Marines 
to submit handwritten INTSUMs so as not to tie up the 
TACT NET. Likewise timely receipt of the 1st Marines 
INTSUM was noted. Information for the Task Force INTSUM 
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was obtained by COC Spot Reports. Although this resulted 
in a few delayed entries it proved quite workable in 
producing timely INTSUMS. Hard copies of the TFH daily 
INTSUM were delivered to the 1s t and l.j.th Marines. 

D. LESSONS LEARNED. 

1. Photograph requirements should be levied as early 
as possible in the p1annine stages to insure delivery. 

2. An operation of this magnitude necessitates the 
establishment of a Task Force Collection Point for PWs. 

3. A HP detachment attached to Ta.sk Force Headquarters 
will be required to provide security for the Task Force 
PW collection compound and to properly escort PW's to 
the division collection point. 

4. Friendly units policing the battlefield for 
documents and material provide a source for otherwise 
uncollectable information. 

5. Use of sensor readouts proved to be an aid in 
planning tasks for other collebtion assets. 

6. Helicopters should make fake inserts prior to 
and after actual insertion of recon teruns and should stay 
in close proximity to insertion point until team reports 
that they are secure. Aircraft should not remain over 
the zone for an extended period of time and thus compromise 
of recon team's position. 

7. Fixed ,ving aircraft such as f1areships and Spooky 
can be utilized as a radio relay when AOts are not available, 
as was done when Knife Boy Recon Patrol lost communications. 
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COHHENTS BY 1ST MARINES (-) (REIN) 

INTELLIGENCE 

1. Collection and Analysis. 

A. Augmented by ITT, regiment has an excellent 
capability to collect and analyze combat intelligence. 
In the operation just completed, POWts and documents: 

(l) Prov~ded Order of Battle information on the 
308th Division not available from any other intelligence 
source at any level. 

(2) Revealed that the 308th Division 'tvas -specif­
ically oriented for night operations •. 

(3) Indicated that elements or the 308th were 
targeted against U.S. personnel landed in LZ's as a 
specific mission separate from any larger rrVA objectives 
in the area. 

(4) SUggested that the average NVA trooper vJaS 
a'Vlare of artillery support available to his unit if re­
quired. Certainly the value of IT'r s"!lPport to regiments 
and battalions \Vas confirmed more fully in this opera.tion. 

B. Photography. 

(1) Timely photography to the Robin North portion 
of the operation was not available. 

(2) In the absence of adequate photography, the 
provision of more helicopters for VR by battalion and 
company commanders is mandatory. 

(3) IR and SLAR were extremely useful in 
indicating the depth of enemy dispositions in the 
ironediate area of interest. It should be noted that in 
ad9-i tion to the ililmediate area of operation, First 
}larines retained a residual responsibility for the rest 
of the S.cotland II AO. IR and SLAR were requested and 
obtained, allo ... ·ling us to cover our "back door 11 , so to 
speak. 

C. APD -t-JB:s of no value in the Robin North area. 
A mission west of Ithe Sanh Base in this period~ however, 
provided useful target information in an area where our 
defenses had been somewhat thinned to make !'esources 
available on operation. 
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D. HLZ's: Available listin~s of HLZ's in the 
Scotland II AO are meaGer. No HLZ's in the Robin North 
portion of the AO were listed. No aerial photor.;raphy 
was available. Accordinr,ly, map analysis, aerial 
observeI"s Hnd commandor's VR were necessm~y for LZ 
selection8 1 and extensive LZ ~rep was required. The 
development of D. m.ore comprehensive HLZ listing is 
obviously essential. 

E. Weather forec[tSts are an important aspect of the 
intelligence collection effort. He need an uljency tasked 
not only vii th collection, but also timely dissemination 
of the information. 

2. Sensor Devices: 

A. While not of direct value to the operation l 

sensor devices thrOUGhout the Scotland II flO permitted 
some surveillance of areas to which troops were not 
committed. 

B. At present, lead time for eraplRcement of sensor 
devices would preclude their employment during operations 
as rapidly conceived and executed as this one. The 
imaGination, hOlr.Jevor, is stimulated by the possibility 
of future sensor assets being earmarked for support of 
such operations and availRble for employment on short 
notice~ 

C. Retention of PPS1s, NOD's etc. on hill positions 
rather th$.n their introduction into the opere. tion was 
opted. to add to the surveillance capability of the 
thinned-out lines of the static positions. 

3. Lessons Learned. POW's and observation of enemy 
operating methods indicated that NVA observe helicopter 
movements carefully. Helicopter supported positions are 
then closely reconnoitered, and subsequently are 
attacked. The attackS generally come at night. Those 
which have come as late as dawn were probably launched 
at that time because the approach march took longer than 
anticipated. Firebases should expect to be attacked 
within 36 hours of insertion. NVA artillery is a fact 
of life in the Scotland AO and should be e.x--pected at any 
posl tion tvhich remains fixed for 2ll hOUl'S or more. If 
reaction forces can be introduced into the area of the 
night attacks so that contact can be maintained a heavy 
toll of the enemy can be expected. The NVA battalion 
must break contact within a few hours because of its 
relatively mea.ger ammo/supply. Some means of reacting 
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to maintain contact once joined will inevitably lead to 
heavy NVA loases. The danger of ombush during such 
pursuit must of course be considered. 
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C0l11fENTS BY 1ST MARINES (-) (REIN) 

PERSONNEL 

1. Casue.l ty Reporting. Normal casualty reporting 
prooodureo are sui ted to D.ir mobile operations wi th the 
provision that speci8.1 attention mU:3t be paid to the 
aocounting for KIA in vieH of the rs.pid movement 1/I1hich 
chars.cterizes this type operation. Identification 
statements shoUld be acoor.lplished on the spot if at all 
possible and enclosed in the body bag because of the 
difficulty of subsequently locatine and transportine 
witnessos. In other onerE.tiona the evacuation chain can 
be fairly v.rell fixed. - However, in this typo opore. tion, 
because of tho rapid movement [;1.nd the necessity to make 
maximum use of availablo helicopter assets, the normal 
evacuation cl~ain may be b:rpassed in favor of "any 
appropriate facility." It is therefore recommended 
that units provide for liaison personnel to be present 
at all facilities to IlThich casual ties might be evacuated. 
As with 2.ny rapid moving situation where units make a 
succession of helicopter movements, positive control 
over per·sonnel in the form of "head counts" and musters 
by name is mandatory. A positive means of reporting 
all personnel "not present" at the end of' each day, and 
each helicopter movement, to the unit rear, is a must to 
permit matching with infoY'mation flowing in the casualty 
reporting chain • 
. 

2. Replacements. Air mobile operations are generally 
planned for a fixed number of days. In view of the rapid 
movement i::1Volved and predictable time frame, un! t, rather 
than individual replacement, appears more desirable if 
the force posture permits. In any event, individual 
replacements should be made-only in critical billets 
since assimilation of new personnel in a moving, 
constant contaot situation can weaken rather than 
strengthen unit effectiveness. 
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Cm.U1ENTS BY 4TH l"iATIINES (-) (REIN) 

INTELLIGENCE 

1. Delay in Submission of IntsUllls. The tactical net 
was in constant use and as a result it was decided to 
pass lengthy intsums by personal delivery basis. As 
such intsums are merely sUlnuaries of prior spot reports, 
it is felt this arrangement facilitated radio commun­
ications and created no secondary problems. 

2. POW's. It is noted that a Hontagnard translation 
capaEIlity was not available though the Regimental 
Headquarters had tHO as[Jie;ned interpreters and an 
attached ITT terun. With respect to the evacuation of 
captured personnel from Battalions or from the Regimental 
Command Post ~rter interrogation, it was never felt 
tha.t this mru .. ter was Hithin control of the regiment. 

3. Document Passage. Delivery of documents and 
captured vleapons to a.ircrevl personnel is considered to 
be a most insecure method of effecting passage. In one 
specific instance weapons and doctunents were passed to a 
crewman for delivery to Khe Sanh. The documents, less 
the captured weapons, were delivered at Dong Ha. It is 
felt that couriers must be used even though this may 
deprive the sending unit of their services for several 
days. 

4. Continuing Intelligence Acquisition. Robin South 
demonstrated the extreme desirability of making heli­
copters available to tactical units for local air 
reconnaissance and intelligence acquisition flights. 
There was a distinct ~carcity of this support at 
company and battalion level. 

;5. Radio I·Ioni toring. The results obtained by 3d Bn, 
4th Marines in intercepting low level traffic in the ~ield 
is vlOrthy of particular comment and deserving of note • 
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III LOGISTICS 

A. J:IETJICOPTER RESUPPLY PROCEDURES AND TECHNIQUES 

Helicopter resupply operations during the e~rly 
stages of Scotland II consisted of prov:iding a,ll classes 
of supply to one regiment (1st Marines) with units in 
the r1eld and manning fixed hill positions. Included 
in this effort was the resupply of Khe Sanh Base and 
it's tenant units. Source of supply for classes I, 
III, IV and V was LSU, LZ Stud, Class II source was 
FLSG-B, Dong Ha. In accomplishing this a daily average 
of 200,000 pounds of cargo was lifted by CR·46 and 2 
CR-53 aircraft made available for logistic flights. 

The introduction of a second regiment, the 4th 
Marines,into the operation placed a severe strain on the 
capability of the LSA, LZ Stud. Resupply efforts 
increased to a point where,during the height of the 
operation, an average of nearly l~oo,OOO pounds of cargo 
was delivered to 14 locations daily. This was accomp­
lished by 6 to 10 CH-46 and I to 3 CH-53 logistic air­
craft. During this peak period an average of 137 
resupply lifts 1rIere made daily. 

As previously stated, the resupply of 2 regiments 
from LSA, LZ Stud severely strained that unit's capability, 
and problems in coordination between the using regiments 
and the LSA arose. This problem area was solved by 
establishing a Task Force Hotel liaison officer at LZ 
Stud to coordinate the units, the LSA,and to work in 
conju','),ction with the Division Logistics representative. 
This rapidly smoothed operations and aided in realizing 
the maximum benefit of the facility and the support 
available. In addition, Task Force Hotel established 
a procedure whereby the two regiments submitted their 
lift reqUirements in pounds to the Tasl{ Force Hotel G-4, 
who in t~rn fragged sufficient aircraft to move the 
cargo. This resulted in more effective use of available 
helicopter assets. 

A significant problem, even more serious than the 
lack of sufficient helicopters, was acute and continuous 
shortage of cargo nets, especially those for the CH-5~ 
aircraft. This problem, while never completely solve~ 
was eased considerably by sending one logistic CH-46 
on a net sweep at the start of each flying day and by 
regularly reminding the helicopter support teams to 
expedite the return of nets and Slings.. A record 
keeping system established by the Task Force Liaison 
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Offioer at LZ Stud made possible qui ok identifioation 
of the position retaining the most nets und expedited 
their recevery. 

Dominant lesson learned was that oonduoting 
hele-resupply of two regiments whose units are widely 
separated throughout the AO requires a coordinator/ 
liaison effioer from the senior headquarters. This 'tias 
demonstrated by the inoreased efficiency 'Of hele-resupply 
after the assignment of a Task Force representative at 
LZ Stud. 

B. MEDICAL EVACUATION OF PERSONNEL 

Evacuatien 'Of casualties was accump1ished by heli­
copter directly frem the field te Ce "D II

, 3d r-redical 
Bn at Deng Ha in accerdance with established precedures. 
These cases requiring stabilizatien were evac'lated te 
theIst Marines regimental aid statien at Khe Sanh and 
later transferred te Deng Ha. 

On 'Only 'One eccasi'On did a problen, 'Hi thin this area 
arise. The 1st Bn, 4th Marines heavy enemy c'Ontact at 
LZ Loen resulted in the evacuation of casualties in 
considerable number. t'O Khe Sanh Base. This was caused 
by the unusually large number 'Of personnel roquiring 
evacuation in a shert period 'Of tbne, the distance t'O 
Deng Ha with resulting less 'Of he1icepters and the fact 
that an emergency extract of 2 companies was being 
carried 'Out concurrently. Previsien.s had been made for­
casua.lties requiring stabi1izatien te be evacuated te 
the aid statien at LZ Stud jn the event Khe Sanh was 
under enemy fire. 

c. SURFACE RESUPPLY 

Resupply 'Of Khe Sanh Base by surrace during Rebin 
nerth and Robin South consisted of 4 convoys to LZ 
stud and back in the same day, and 'One c'Onvey frem LZ 
Stud. These conveys, averaging 26 trucks each, were 
net censidered to be a success, altheugh they did 
augment helo resupply operations. Factors centributing 
to this lack 'Of success were the sh'Ortage of vehicles 
available for cargo hauling, enemy inteI'diction of R(mt:A 
9, and the effect of 't-leather en the l'1SR. 

The Neter Transpert 8i tuation 'Of the 1st Harines a.nd 
tenant units of IDle Sanh Base was such that the ma3imum 
ntunbeI' 'Of vehicles capable of traversing the MSR never 
exceedej thiI'ty. The high deadline rate 'Of vehicles was 
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due to the shortage of 2nd Echelon spare parts, the lack 
of an accessible 3rd Echelon maintenance facility and 
combat damage. 

Resupply by convoy rapidly reached the point or 
diminishing returns. A convoy of 26 vehicles required, 
at a minimum,six to eight trucks for security" a.nd tho 
pay load or the cargo hauling vehicles did not justiry 
the personnel risk and cO~llitment, the detailed arrange­
ment of security f'orces, and exposure to enemy action of 
existing Hotor Transport assets. 

Dominant lesson learned I,vas that to derive maxililUlil 
benefit from surface resupply, adequate Notor Transport 
must be available and I'elatlvely free movement on the 
MSR must be insured. 

D. ADEQUACY OF CLASS V LIFTED TO VARIOUS POSITIONS 

Class V lifted to the various positions Has sufficient 
throughout the opeI'ation. Rowever, artillery ammunition 
at Khe Sanh became critically low on several occasions. 
This situation was rectified by fixed wing airlift by Air 
Force C-130 aiI'craft. 

At the start of the operation, emphasis was placed on 
t~e build up of class V stocks on the hill positions. 
These positions were built up to and maintained at 5 DOA 
or more throughout the operation. 

Firebases were stocked with a prepositioned package 
of artillery ammunition prior to the arI'ival of the guns. 
This provided the batteries ready ammunition for fiI'e 
missions and reduced the I'esupply requiI'ements. Resupply 
was I'outine, I'equiI'ing only sufficient input to maintain 
the level of the pI'epositioned package. 

E. LEAD TIME REQUIRE14ENTS FOR AIRLIFTED RESUPPLY 

Lead time requirements f'or helilift I'esupply presented 
no problems. The aircraf't weI'e f'ragged in the afternoon 
for the following day's lift. 

Fixed wing resupply of Khe Sanh Base required too 
long a lead time. A message I'equest for resupply of 
aI'tillery ammunition I'eceived no response for nearly a 
'tveek. This delay resulted in a combat emergency delivery 
by speed orr load of fixed wing aircraft. We considered 
this length of time between request and delivery to be 
unsatisfa.ctory. 
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OOHHENTS BY 1ST HATIlNES (-) (REIN) 

LOGISTICS 

1. Helo Resupply Proc~dures and Techniques. The LSA 
concept is well suited to airmobile concept operations. 
Hm-J'ever, positive COlYL'l1Unications from the usine; unit 
to the LSA or to a central logistics control must be 
assuI'ed, since "on posi tion" inventoI'ies cannot be 
allOt-J'ed to Brow so lar!3o aD to becoIlle a I'etrograde 
problem if the unit is to be shifted to a new position. 
Oonversly the requirement to leenp "on position" inven­
tories small, places a "quick reaction" I'esupply 
I'equirement on the LSA,and this can only be met Hith 
positive cownunications. 

In calculating the requirements for nets to support 
an operation it is felt that in the future these 
requirements be calculated tvi th a 50% allowflnce for time 
lost in I'ecovering them out of resupply points. ,Also, 
since resupply to the same location durinc operations 
of this nature will be the oxception ratller than the 
rule, the scheduling of separate lifts to collect nets 
would appeal' to be worthy of consideration in future 
operations .. 

2. Medical Evacuation of Persormel. Hedical evacuation 
of pei"'sonnel during this portion of 8co~land II Has light 
from tho 1st :rvIarines AO a'1d rosed no unusual problems. 

3. SUPface Resupply. Surface r8sup~]ly had boon a 
secondary m.eans of reSUPl)ly to LZ Ha~11~ and Khe Sanh Base 
p;r.oior to the COl11:;,lenCenlent of this 1)h83e of tho opere.tion 
and coi'1tinued as such until the abnll.dorrment of convoys 
after the D.rnbush of 9 June. 

~.. Adequacy of Class V. Class V T,'lill always be a 
pl"loblem in air l'nobile operations. It is doubtful that in 
any mul ti~le opeI'a tions \,.Ji th D.l'·t.illel"Y fire bases 
established off land lines of C01iJJ:;luniNltion, holicop-
ter assets l·Jill be available to meat t'lJI Clasn V resupply 
c1emands. At the co:trJ2i1encement of the 2-18 June phe.se of 
Scotland II CH-L~6 and cff-53 lifts of Olass V to LZ HaHk 
and Khe Sanh 'V-Tere aver'aciDe; apPI"oxima tely 190,000 Ibs 
peI' day. This adequately maintained Class V atocks at 

. these positions. ~Vi th the e stablisllIilent of ::J.ddi tional 
firebases in the southern sec tal" of the AO, this rate 
of resupply was slOlved to npPI'oxill1ately half the former 
rate as helicopters and nets were diverted to support 
the additional firebases. Class V stocks rapidly 
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diminished u_'Ylder the impact of less resuppl,y t:t.nd 
increased firing activity in response to the operations. 
Cls.ss V requirements 'Here met in this instance by an 
emergency fixed wing lift of l05mm and 155mm to Khe Sarih 
wi th part of the l05mrn then being taken to LZ Hauk by 
trucks. From this experience it is recommended that 
alternate methods of resupply of Class Vto established 
firebases be included in future plans for airmobile 
operations. 

5. Lead Time Requirements for Airlifted Resupplx. 

Lead time requirements for air lifted resupply weve 
primarily affected by the need for positive coronunications, 
as covered at the start of this portion of the brief. 
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COMIVlliNTS BY 4TH MARINES (-) (RBIN) 

LOGISTICS 

1. From 8-18 June the ~~th I1arines moved 1,571.·1·,190 Ibs 
ot supplies by helicopters i::.l support of operation 
Robin South. CH-46 and CH-53 A/e 1-Tere employed on the 
8th, 9th, 10th, 11th B.nd 16th of June. A total of 
133,540 Ibs of pre-stae;ed supplies requested by the L:.th 
}1arines were not moved. This "tfas caused by an absence 
of A/e for a portion of time durin3 each day. This 
absence usually occurred during the period 1230-111·00. 
The pr'ocedure of assigning A/e to work the LSA and not 
for particular missions was the most advantageous to the 
logistical effort and vIaS directly responsible for moving 
the vast amount of supplies that were required in the 
course of this operation. 

2. As artillery was extensively employed, the pre-staging 
of Class V for these units at LZts Robin and Torch was a 
definite advantage. These units consumed 927,718 Ibs 
of Class V in support of the operations. The opening 
of LZ1s Robin and Torch to CH-53 1s He..S a definite factor 
in keeping these units adequately supplied. 

3. A continuing problem of Ale dropping supplies into 
the wrong zone, and the return of nets to the ]!'SA~cou1d 
best be solved by the A/C checking in with the 14 of the 
Regt. The pilots would then be turned over to the Bn to 
procure supplies. The Bn 14 would turn the A/C over 
to the HST in the zone, who in turn i-Jou1d direct the. load 
to a particular area within the zone. Upon the A/C 
releasing its load, it in tUrn would pick up the old nets 
and return them in addition to other equipment or men 
to the LSA. This can 'best be accomplished if the pilots 
are in contact with the HST/1I.\- r s. Along these lines 
it is advantageous to each unit to have trained HST 
personnel. As Shore Party Bn does not have the resources 
to support this, the units Hill have to deSignate/train 
the ir ovm te rons • 

4. The lack of Class II and medical supplies at LZ Stud 
caused a time lag in the response to requests by wing 
units. This was not a big problem during this operation 
but could become a major factor if the operation were for 
a period substantially longer than Robin South. The 
area of most concern was in batteries and weapon 
cleaning gear. . -
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5. The requirement for lightweight water containers 
was once again pointed out in the course of this operation. 

The six gallon plastic container, 1"hen available, 
enables the receiving unit to move after they have been 
resupplied with water. When resupplied 1..]i th vJater cans, 

the unit is anchored to its imrnediatearea until the 
er~ty cans are evacuated. 
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HEJ\D(~I.iJARTERS 

1st 11arine Aircrs.ft iVing Auxiliary Headquarters 
Quang Tri Combat Base 

FPO San Francisco 96602 

24 June 1968 

Prom: Assistant IHng Commander 
To: Cornmanding General, Third Harine Division (HEIH') 

Subj: Critique of Operations Scotland, Phase I, II 
and III 

Ref: (a) 3d Div Memo of 16 June 1968 

1. In compliance "vi th reference (a) the following is 
submitted: 

a. Item: Commu:lica tions -
. (1) Problem: The assigned FH frequencies are 

congested because of administrative traffic being passed 
on the air net. 

Recomnendation: That all ~dministrative traffic 
be passed on administrative nets. 

(2) Problem: Units do not monitor the assigned 
frequencies. 

Recommendation: Ensure that units are advised 
of helo resupply times and that the nets are guarded in 
accordance with the Communication Plan. The greatest 
area in need of improvement is with Artillery Units. 

(3) Problem: Secure communications ~equire­
ments to avert transmitting vital information to the 
enemy on troop dispo~ition, strength, tactical plans, 
resupply information, etc. 

Recommendation: That troop lifts not be briefed 
in the air, (e.g. move from LZ Robin to Loon), and that 
communications between the DASC, S-3 and s-4 to the LSA 
and other agencies not divulge the size and nature of 
lifts until secure communications can be established 
between these units. 

34 
CONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 



1 

DECLASSIFIED 

OOlf1IIISNrIAL <, -"'_". ; .)0 "'-_~'" _~ 0. _~ .... ow' 

(l.~) Problem: Tactical units wore not always 
aler'li on communications nets or did not always have 
nets working when he10 operations 'were inbound to their 
zones. 

Recor~~endation: That the LSA and Tactical Units 
in LZI s maintain close liaison and alertness 1>1hen move­
ment is being initiated in and out of LZ's. 

(5) Problem: Land line communications beti'J'een 
the DASC-LSA; between the Khe Sarih DASC/ASRT and Dong 
Ha DASC/ASRT; between DASC and TlI,DC; betHeen DASC and 
supporting helo groups were not satisfactory. 

Recommendation: 
tions be established as 
between the above units 
and utilization. 

That real time secure cownunica­
a matter of urgent priority 
to ensure effective helo control 

(6) Problem: Development of a communication 
plan for multi-bn helo operations. 

Reco~~endation! That for operations of this 
magnitude, where a large amount of air and ground 
communications 1'1]ill be utilized, a detailed communications 
plan should be lIIOrked out and published in advance. 

be ~: DASC Operations 

(1) Problem: Accurate and timely SAVAPLANE 
information was not always broadcast. This appeared 
to result from a lack of coordination between the FDe 
and Khe Sanh DASC. Many times the first notification 
~hat the helicopters had of artillery firing was when 
the guns fired or the rounds detonated beneath or near 
the helo. Communications with the DASC frequently 
revealed that the DASC had no knoHledge of the artillery. 

Recommendation: Closer coordination between the 
DASC and the PDd be institued so that all SAVAPLANE 
information will be accurate and timely. In this regard, 
it is al so mandatory that 't-Thenever pos si ble, the FDC 
and DASC be co-located back to back • 

..----~ 

(2) Problem: The DASC is an air control agency 
only of the 1st MAW; responsive to the 1st MAW TADC for 
air control of helos and fixed wing aircraft. The DASC 
cannot assume operations control over aircraft or give 
directions to aircraft except as provided by competent 
authority, e.g. CG TF Hotel or his authorized represent-
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ative. 

Recommendation: That the authorized represent­
ative of the grouna force coordinating the operation 
have a helo-fragger (offioer) from the S-3 oftioe 
available in the DASa to provide direotions and instruct­
ions to the ED of the DASC on employment and utilization 
of heloe fragged to the ground force commander. The 
foregoins also applies to employment of a fixed wing 
(offioer) for fixed 'wing aircraft employment. 

(3) Problem: The Khe Sanh DASa was not capable 
of performing all tEe necessary funotions of a brigade 
size operations. 

Recommendation: In a brigade, multi-bn size 
operation requiring employment of an inordinate number of 
aircraft, the DASa must oonduct certain planning before 
the operations begins to ensure that it has the complete 
capability in comm and personnel to handle all air 
operations efficiently and effectively. 

c. 1~: LSA 

(1) Problem: LSA too small. Helos discharging 
or embarking passengers prevented cargo pickups and when 
cargo hookups were in progress, they prevented staging 
and preparation of additional supplies. 

Recommandation: That all LSAIs be established 
with the idea of accomodating passenger and cargo traffic 
simUltaneously. It is expeoted that a zone of 600' X 
250' would be adequate. 

,(2) Problem: A Shortage of nets and slings for 
. OR-53 helicopters substantially constricted the flow 01' 

supplies from the LSA. 

Recommendation: That additional slings and nets 
be procured. That units in the field be provided an 
organized plan for net retrieval. 

(3) Problem: The LSA radio net was overloaded. 
One oommun frequency for the LSA, HST and DASa, oaused 
gross overloading of the assigned frequency. 

Recommendation: That the LSA be given a separate 
frequency to utiiize for LBA operations. 
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(4) Problem: Over fragging helos to LSA 
when equipment/supplies are not available or ready for 
pickup. 

Recommendation: That S-3 or the helo fragger in 
the DASC maintain contact with the LSA and the Helo 
Group(s) and only dispatch helos to the LSA when lifts 
are available for movement. 

(5) Problem: More efficient and effective 
organization~ training and operations by helicopter 
support terums (HSTls) is urgently required. 

Recommendation: That HST's be organized, trained, 
equipped and conduct operations in accordance with Marine' 
Corps doctrine outlined in FMFM 4-3. (Implementation 
of this recommendation is one of the vital keys to our 
future success in helo operations). 

(6) Problem: Close liaison and good, rapid 
communications were required with the DASC, helo 
fragger, s-4 etc. 

Recommendation: That a senior officer, well 
versed in LSA operations be placed in charge of the LSA 
and maintain hourly contact 1-.)'i th the above agencies. 
Further~ that these officers conduct close liaison and 
planning before the operation to ensure that all vital 
elements of the plan for effective helo operations can 
be assured. 

(7) Problem: Effective retrival of helo slings 
and nets from L2 1 s to the LSA. 

Recomraendation: That the OIC, LSA develop a 
plan for control of all nets and slings. This plan to 
include the ways and means of returning slings and nets 
rapidly from LZ's to the LSA for early pre-staging 
of external loads. 

(8) Problem: Proper stowage of water cans or 
open cargo for external lifts. 

Recommendation: Many externa.l lifts of water 
were lost enroute to LZ's due to improper stowage of the 
water cans for net pickup. Leak proof cans must be used 
or the current metal water cans must be stacked on 
pallets for external pickup so the cans do not tilt on 
pickup and water is not lost enroute to the LZ. 
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(9) Problem: Requirements for resupply by helo. 

Recommendation: That supported units make their 
resupply by helo known the day before or earl! on the day 
of resupply so the supplies can be staged ear y and moved 
during the day and prior to late in the evening or at 
night. Many emergency night resupply problems coUld be 
avoided, and more efficient utilization of helicopters 
could be obtained. This is the key to efficient and 
effective resupply operations by helo: 

(I) Supported Unit: State requirements 
early to the LSA. 

(2) LSA: Prestage rapidly and 
advise the DASC. 

(3) DASC: Direct Helo's to LSA 
for movement. 

(4) LSA: Rapid retrieval of 
nets and slings. 

d. Item: Landing Zones and sites are not adequately 
Bupervisea:-

(l) Problem: Landing Zones are not being 
policed of debris to prevent drumage to the helicopter 
lrThen a landing is attempted. Whether the debris is 
caused by accumUlated trash or the material left even 
from the breaking down of the pallets, a constant program 
of policing the area must be maintained. 

Recommendation: That supervisory personnel insure 
that the LZ's are maintained in proper police. 

(2) Problem: LZ Directors and landing sites 
are seldom marked and are extremely hard to identify. 

Recommendation: That directors be specifically 
identified by a colored shirt or an air panel wrapped 
around them and that sites be marked with panels. Hand 
signals shoula be utilized as prescribed in FMF.M 3·3. 

(3) Problem: Congested LZls were commonplace 
due to the amount ot supplies being hauled in, and the 
slowness of the HST in clearing out the previous lifts. 

Recommendation: That if the HST is operating in 
a minimum size LZ, every effort be made to clear out 
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the previous lifts ASAP. 

(4) Problem: Personnel loitering in the heli­
copter approach and departure routes and in the landing 
site. In the case of a dropped pallet or an aircraft 
malfunction necessitating immediate landing, personnel 
are unnecessarily exposing themselves to injury or 
death. Unnecessary delay results in the landing when 
personnel obstruct the landing sites. 

Recommendation: That all personnel be re-briefed 
on the potential hazards of being underneath the heli­
copter flight path. 

e. Helo Groups ~lld Squadrons Operations 

(1) Problem: An operation order for this 
operation was not received by the Helicopter Group. 

Recmmnendation: That the supporting helicopter 
group be included in the distribution list for the 
Operation Order. 

(2) Problem: Lack of brief on operations plans 
and Bcheme of maneuver for participating aviation units. 

Recommendation: That the supporting group 
maintain close liaison with the supported force and 
@nsure that plans and operations are known and passed to 
all concerned. 

(3) Problem: Primary and alternate refueling 
points were not always near the LSA or area of operations. 

Recommendation: That the primary refueling point 
be maintained by the supporting he10 groups near the LSA 
or area of operations. 

(4) Problem: Effective utilization of available 
he1icop;ters. 

Recommendation: That before fragging for heli·· 
copters, detailed planning and analYSis of lift require­
ments be made. Close management ot the helo assets 
throughout the day must be assured to obtain effective 
utilization of helos. That helos not be fragged for 
missions that can be accomplished effectively by motor 
vehicle or foot movement. 

. (5) Problem: Replacement of "down" helos. 
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Recommendation: That flight leaders notify the 
supporting helo groups immediately and request a re­
placement helo be launched to replace the "down" helo 
in the flight. 

(6) Problem: Control of helos fragged to the 
supported unit. 

Recommendation: That flight leaders not check 
out of the area of operations and return to base unless 
specifically authorized by the helo fragger in the DASC. 

(7) Problem: Use of the helo haven. 

Recomm.endation: That once troops are committed 
to an operation which can only be supported by helos, 
consideration be given to using the helo haven ~nd 
ensuring that a minimum number of helos will be available 
the next day for continued operations. 

(8) Problem: ReQuirement for planning and 
pre briefing of helo assaults. 

Recommendat:LOn: That before a helo a.ssault is 
conducted, the battalion CO, helo flight leader,UHlE 
gun leader, TAC(A), 8-2, path find(9rs, etc. assemble 
for a briefing of the lift. That where possible recent 
photos of the LZ1s be utilized and that the battalion CO 
and helo flight leader personally recon the ,LZ's. That 
primary and alternate approach and retirement routes and 
LZ's be decided. 

(9) Problem: Aerial recon of the objective and 
operating area to obtain enemy installat'ions and move­
ment. 

Recommendation: That a firm aerial recon plan be 
initiated in coordination with the a.2. This plan to 
ensure the best available and current intelligence on 
enemy disposition before helo assaults, and detect 
enemy movements throughout the area of helo operations. 

(10) Problem: Responsiveness of helos from the 
SLF. 

Recommendation: That liaison be initiated with 
the SLF by the supporting helo unit to ensure respon­
siveness of the helos trom the SLF. 

(11) Problem: Helicopter 108.din~ of 10 men in a 
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pickup zone exceeded the limitations established by the 
pilots as to passengers or weight of cergo for the CH-46A. 
This constitutes a dangerous safety-to-flieht situation. 

Recommendation: That the loading units be mad~ 
aware that the number of passengers and/or weight given 
by the pilot is the maximum that can be safely embarked. 

f. Planning Requirements for He10 Assets. 

(1) Problem: Earl:!, detailed planning require-
ments. 

Recommendation: That when multi-battalion size 
helo operations are to be conducted, advance planning be 
conducted to dotermine the fer.sibili ty of helo support 
and to determine if the helicopter assets Hill be 
available from III HAF allocations. 

g. Compliance with III JYlAF Aircraft Allocations. 

(1) Problem: 1st lJiAVI capability to meet stated 
helo requirements. 

Recommendation: That once III NAP helo allocations 
have been made for an operation, the 1st MAW helo resources 
be made available to meet these oblir~ations. 

h. Fixed Wing Operations. 

(1) Problem: Insufficiency of 01 aircraft. 

Recommendation: That the 1st MAW expedite action 
to provide additional 01 aircraft in support of the 3d 
MarDiv. 

(2) Problem: Optimum suppressive fires for road 
recon and helo assault escort. 

Recommendation: That greater use be made of the 
TA4F and A4 aircraft with forward firing ordnance in the 
helo escort and road recon role. 

(3) Problem: Maxliuum safety in use of CAS with 
friendly troops. 

Recommendation: FACts and pilots exercise 
greater precautions in use of CAS when at or near the 
vicinity of friendly troops to avoid the unfortunate 
incident that ocmttred du~~ng this operation. 
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i. Summary. This was a useful and productive 
operation, the first all-helicopter operation of its 
size in Vietnam. Hany of the mistal!:es made in this 
operation have been made before in developing our Marine 
Corps helo assault doctrine. They would not have been 
made this tim.e 'tiith more detailed and ooordinated planning 
and closer adherence to our established doctrine. While 
this operation i-TaS highly successful, much lost motion 
was experienced. In future operations of this nature 
we can and must: 

(1) Plan more effectively. 

(2) Follow established doctrine. 

\Vith the foregoing accomplishments future operations will 
be more successful and productive. 
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IV AIR OPERATIONS 

A. HELICOPTER OPERATIONS 

1. SUllll1lary 

During Operation Scotland II supporting heli­
copters transported 6,164,374 pounds of cargo and 18, 
767 combat troops. Daily averages were 334,940 pounds 
of cargo and 963 combat troops. 

The logistic support was accomplished by 4 to 10 
CH-4.6D helicopters and 1 to 3 CH-53 helicopters daily. 
The resupply loads were staged at LZ Stud and transported 
externally to the various company and battalion 
positions throughout the AO. 

Four H-34 aircraft were utilized for medevac and 
utility missions. When available, 2 aircraft were 
assigned in direct support of each regiment. 

UHIE gunships were utilized to escort the resupply 
aircraft to the drop zones and to provide cover for 
convoys traveling Route 9 between Khe Sanh and LZ Stud. 

Tactical assault missions were fragged according to 
the size of the assault unit, distance to the LZ, 
characteristics of the LZ and minimum first wave req­
uirements. The number of transport aircraft utilized 
on tactical assaults ranged from 4 to 12. Assault 
missions volere escorted by UR1E gunships. 

Visual airborne reconnaissance was provided by a 
flight of 2 URIE gunships with an AO on board. They 
were assigned specific recon tasks on a daily basis at 
bhe direction of the Task Force G-2. 

Insertions and extractions of Division recon teams 
were performed during the period. 

2. Logistic Resupply 

a. An inadequate supply of cargo nets and helicopter 
slings was on hand to permit efficient and expeditious 
flow of resupply from the LSA at Stud. An attendant 
problem was the difficulty encountered in retrieving the 
nets and slings from the supported elements. The 
problem was partially alleviated by sending helicopters 
on frequent "net sweeps" and by continually directing 
ground unit attention toward freeing their nets and 
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preparing them for return by any available helicopter. 
This action did not completely solve the problem, however, 
and the fact remains that a considerable amount of 
valuable helicopter time was lost as a result. 

b. Cooonunications: Logistic resupply was conducted 
on the 1st Marines LZ common frequency. LSA control 
(Dagmar B), all 12th Marine units and all aircraft 
working resupply were communicating on this net. The 
result was delay and confusion due to the badly over­
crowded net. At the outset of the operation an attempt 
was made at dividing the LSA into 2 separate factions, 
i.e. an adjacent but separate LSA for each regiment. 
This alleviates the corom problem but it was judged an 
unacceptable solution from a logistic standpoint. The 
solution to this problem lies in providing the LSA with 
an air/ground radio capability on a frequency separate 
from that of any supported element. 

c. There was insufficient consideration given to 
priority of cargo transported from the LSA,resulting in 
the generation of "emergencylt resupply requests. The 
water and combat essential ammunition and other critical 
supplies should be the first to be transported so that 
in the event of inclement weather or lack of helicopter 
avaiJability the supported units would not immediately 
be in an emergency status. 

3. Tactical Assault 

The tactical assaUlts for the most part went smoothly. 
It can only be re-emphasized that a briefing of the 
assaUlt element commanders with the helicopter transport 
flight leader and the gunship leader is the key to a 
successful heliborne assault. Time factors in the pace 
of this operation made these briefings difficult to 
organize, however the benefits far outweigh the in­
convenience. 

With the 4th Marines regiment headquarters located at 
LZ Robin many difficulties were encountered in supporting 
these operations due primarily to lack of adequate 
communications. The coorraander and key members of his 
staff had to be transported back and forth from Khe Sanh 
on an almost daily basis. The program to gain maximum 
utilization from the helicopters does not readily absorb 
requests for responsive and tDne~y transportation in and 
about the AO. As a consequence, 'the 4th Marines 
commander and staff lost many valuable hours waiting for 
helicopter transportation. 

44 

DECLASSIFIED 

:~"'::Y:?i:.:.3 

~;~~, 
.: y; .... ,;: 

. " . ''::", 
-.. ':::. ... ..,.., 
, ,';:',1", 

~4i~~ 
.., ':.~~' ~~-., 

~ ',~:~ f~$ 
. - '~ .. '" 

. ./~ 
"-~,;;:!.~i:O-.1 

,~';~:i; 



r 
f 

DECLASSIFIED 

CON1'IlENTIAL 

An inadequate number of aircraft were available for 
CLG, VR and admin runs for each unit. This situation 
was further aggravated by late/non arrival of the H-34s 
fragged for this purpose. Admittedly, H-34s are a 
poor platform for VR, but UHIE (slick) aircraft in the 
number required simply do not exist. To utilize CH-46s 
for administrative and utility missions is inoonsistent 
with proper airoraft utilization. 

The provisioning of adequate secure oommunication 
channels would permit more effective representation at 
the Task Force Headquarters by the liaison officer 
assigned and would be appropriate resolution to this 
problem. 

Attendant to the foregoing is the fact that the 
regiments were sometimes late in submitting their 
requests for helicopter support to the Task Foroe. 
This oauses a chain of delay which finally results in 
the supporting unit (MAG-35) receiving the oo~nitment at 
a very late hour - not affording them the opportunity to 
make alternate arrangements if they do not have the 
assets immediately on hand to fulfill the request. 

Late arrival of aircraft occurs only rarely when the 
aircraft have been requested sufficiently in advance and 
when assets are readily available. Unforseen circumstan­
ces such as aircraft reverting to "down" status prior to 
take off, or delays encountered in a preoeeding mis~ion 
are, for the most part, unavoidable. Every effort is 
directed toward keeping these delays at a minimum. 
(It is my personal opinion that the number of times 
aircraft are late for a mission is roughlY equal to tha 
number of times the supported unit is not ready when the 
airoraft arrive. I reiterate, this is a personal 
opinion - undoubtedly shaded by some degree of bias.) 

4. Miscellaneous: 

a. Savaplanes: Considering the number of air~raft 
operating at any given time in the AO the problem of 
providing saveaplane information lo~us large. It appears 
that pilots have come to rely on the DASC as the souroe 
of complete S.A.P. information and were continually 
reporting fire in areas cleared by DASC. DASC were 
able to maintain S.A.P. information provided by 1st 
Marines on land line cOll1l1lu;:1ications, but 4th Marines 
not being collocated had to provide S.A.P. in their A.O. 
directly to the airoraft. It is most desirable that 

agency. ~1 
complete S.A.P. information be made available through one ~ 
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b. Reconnaissance. The problem 'trTith recon support 
occurs when the teams request emergency extractions. 
This comes to pass with unseemly regularity. Aircraft 
~o perform the extraction are taken from the most readily 
·.wailable assets on hand. This causes a loss of 2 gun­
ships and 2 CH-46s for at least an hour. Obviously the 
limited air assets will not permit establishment of a 
standby oapability solely for the purpose of recon 
extracts. Therefore, it appears this problem will be 
minimi~ed only in direct poportion to the minimizations 
of employing recon teams in the field. 

c. IJanding Zone Police. On several occasions 
helicopter pilots reported ~o the DASC that various 
landing zoneS were in a poor state of police and that 
flying debris was becoming an increasing hazard to 
flight in and around the zones. Prelilninary indications 
are that flying debris was at best a contributing factor 
to the helicopter crash which occurred on 19 June at 
LZ Turkey. In any case it is imperative that religious 
attention and close command super>vision be directed 
toward eliminating this extremely hazardous condition. 

5. Lessons Learned 

a. That the magnitude and pace of this operation 
often times taxed helicopter assets to the point that 
none were left for contingencies which coUld have 
arisen from heavy contact. 

b. That a requirement exists for the supported 
elements to have adequate representation/communications 
with the Task Force staff. 

c. That 2 regiments cannot be logistically supported 
with 120 CH-46 nets and 35 CH-53 nets without frequent 
and costly delays in order to return nets and slings to 
the LSA. 

d. That police of landing zones must be enforced to 
prevent damage to aircraft and injury to both flight 
oreliS a!ld troops on the ground. 

e. That thorough and timely briefing with assaUlt 
element leaders and flight leaders ensures a smooth and 
efficient operation. 
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CH-46 aircraft. Also that to sustain a pace of 1 
battalion lift per day and to resupply all participating 
units almost exclusively by helicopter requires an 
average of 18 CH-46s, 2 CH-53s and 6 UH1E gunships per 
day. 

It is anticipated that the helicopter utilization 
data developed in Scotland II will prove an accurate 
planning guide for future operations of a similar nature. 

B. FIXED WING OPERATIONS 

1. Summ.ary 

A.total of 1,118 CAS sorties were flown in support of 
operations expending 1740.5 tons of ordnance. TPQ 
operations both day and night totalled 235 sorties 
expending 438.9 tons of ordnance. BDA by A/O reports 
follows: 

KBA 94 Structures 8 

Secondary explosions 64 AW 21 

Fires 5 AAA 6 

Mortars 17 Fighting holes 33 

RRTS 6 Bridges 3 

Bunkers 380 Roadcu"Cs 14 
Trench 130M Caves 2 

Arty 2 

Fixed wing commitments were met with a 70% weekly 
frag that varied very little and specific daily 
requirements that totaled 30% of TF Hotel air allocation. 
Any commitments not covered by the weekly and daily 
frags were filled by scrambles from hot pad assets at 
DaNang and Chu Lai. There were only few instances of 
air not available when hot pads were depleted and those 
for only 30 minutes at maximum. The filling of air 
requirements from hot pad assets actually makes the 
single manager concept appear to be satisfactory. The 
best day of the operatiorl totaled 106 sorties which is 
slightly more than 4 flights per hour for a 12 hour 
period. The maximum capacity was never reached. 
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The only ohanges required to aooomplish the mission 
was olose sorutiny of the daily and weekly frag when 
reoeived. Depending on the weather, amount of oontaot 
and type of ordnanoe required,the soramble flights, 
both numbers and times, could almost be p~edicted. 

2. Problems and Solutions 

a. Late requests for preplanned air required 
constant phone calls from TF to Div to \'ling to readjust 
requirements. \veekly frag remained the same, daily 
:Crag \-Jas required at Division by 1200. 

Solution (a). Late requests for air support were 
changed by phone calls or if too late for that they were 
covered by hot pad sorambles. 

b. Efficient use of fixed wing aircraft during 
operations is directly related to the availability of 
observation aircraft. This applies especially to 
Marine Fingerprint aircraft and observers when troops 
are in close contact. The ruuount of controllers air­
borne is directly related to the amount of fixed wing 
sorties that can be effectively used during oombat 
operations. Observer airoraft over the CoRoo area was 
also a continuous problem. They were requested everyday 
for all daylight hours, however, very seldom were they 
on station continuously. All operations within Sootland 
II AO were continuously under threat from heavy artillery 
at CoRoe without any retaliating means except air strikes. 

Solution (b). Fingerprint Alc did oU~8tanding work 
in supporting entire operation. Working with as little 
as 3 Alc during some periods there was always at least 
one AO on station during daylight. Prior to partioular 
operations commencing "Fingerprint" Alc would land and 
pick up overlay and hrief of pending operation enabling 
them to be thoroughly familiar tvith operations. 

The CoRoc problem remains continuous in nature. The 
reluotance of the enemy to expose his artillery positions 
in presence of observation aircraft makes it imperative 
that such Alc be continuously stationed in. that area. 
No dependable coverage was experienced during the operation. 
Nor.mally the day began without coverage and a LL call to 
1st MAW TAnC requesting coverage. 

c. Close proximity of units at times presented 
coordination problems. Simultaneous air strikes in close 
proximity and normal artillery support for units in 
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contact ~equired close coordination with FSCC. Due to 
physical separation of FSCC and DASC this did present a 
problem at times. 

Solution (c). Close proximity of operations required 
close coordination with G-3 to preclude simultaneous 
opera tions by regiments. Sequential operations \>Tere 
worked out and coordination problems were reduced. Future 
plans are for FSCC and DASC to be colocated which will 
~educe arty coordination problems. 

3. Lessons Learned 

a. Coordination, briefing and adequate planning 
time is required for a smooth execution of plans. 
Some phases of the operation seemed to depend more on an 
element of luck than skill in their execution. 

b. Early arrival of air on station proved profitable 
after night attacks. If troops in close contact at 
first light, gunShips used in close while fixed wing 
begin closing off retreat routes and working towards 
the friendlies. 

c. When units not in actual contact, and advancing, 
most efficient use of fixed wing was to attack probable 
bunker complex1s AW sites, and mortar positions in front 
of troops. If sufficient air was used in this manner, 
enemy had little time to prepare for coordinated night 
attack. 
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COMMENTS BY 1ST ~INES (-)(REIN) 

AIR OPERATIONS 

1 •. HELICOPTER UTILIZATION. Intra-regimental passenger 
and supp~y movement during this operation presented a 
problem. The lOGistic helicopters were properly 
programmed by the Shore Party and therefore were not 
responsive to regimental requirements. The solution to 
this problem would be to schedule a section of OR-46's 
as regimental working aircraft at a specified time 
daily. The requirement for a C and C aircraft, respon­
sive to the regimental co:rn.mander, is another must for 
airmobile operations. This aircraft should be available 
at all times and would be used for C and C, VR, terrain 
analysis and other needs vital to the planning and 
execution of helicopterborne operations. While the 
aircraft would be controlled by the regimental cOlTlmander, 
it would also be responsive to the needs of the battalion 
com:':llander for the purposes. 

2. HELICOPTER AVAILABILITY. Based on the assets 
available, helicopter availability was generally out­
standing and is a tribute to the pilots and maintenance 
crews of MAG-39. The problem encountered was UH-34 
time on station during the initial phase of the operation, 
due to the requirement to refuel at Dong Ha or Quang Tri. 
The establishment of an AvGas TAFDS at LZ Stud alleviatec 
this problem. This brings up an important helicopter 
utilization factor. The early installation of a TAFDS 
in close proxliuity to the LSA should be a must in the 
planning for future operations. In addition, the LSA 
should be established as far forward as praoticable. 

3. TYPES OF flliLOS FOR SPECIFIC MISSIONS. The CH-46D 
appears to be an ideal assault aircraft. In lifts over 
an appreciable distance some thought should be given to 
moving the troops to a nearby secure LZ by CR-53 and 
transferring them to CR-LI-6 t S for the final as saul t 
phase. The UH-34 aircraft, while satisfactory for 
light cargo and passenger shuttle, is otherwise un­
suitable for VR and C and C missions dUB to its limited 
visibility and pilot to passenger communications. The 

·UH-IE appears to be ideally suited to this mission. 

4. VISUAL RECONNAISSANCE AIRCRAFT. Although VMo-6 did 
an outstanding job in filling VR mission requirements 
from their limited pilot and aircraft assets, we feel 
that a minimum requirement exists for three aircraft on 
station in an operation of this size. One aircraft to 
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work ror eaoh maneuvering regiment to observe its reaI', 
flanks and front Ci.nd to prep future objeotives. The 
third aircraft would recon the rocket and arty belt and 
inteI'diot enemy lines of' oommunioation. 

5. FInD WING. Hhile the single management syst0m has 
managed to fill the bill 1..ri th respeot to quantity of 
sorties requested, it has not been responsive to requests 
for speoifio ordnanoe whioh vaI'y in accordanoe "lvi th 
rapidly ohanging taotical and meteorologioal conditions. 

6. LESSONS LEARNED. 

a. There is a necessity for greater coordination 
bett..reen air and ground oommanders prioI' to as saul ts. 
Initially, the ground oommandeI' should take a VR with a 
qualified helo representative to select tentative LZ's. 
This will give the ground cOITmlander better insight into 
the problems he may enoounteI' in moving from the LZ area 
and 1.vould allow the air representative to make an intell­
igent estimate of LZ construction reqUirements, approach 
and retirement lanes and number of aircraft to be 
effectively utilized. Once the LZ's aI'e constructed 
another VR should be made by the ground commander, the 
TAC(A) and the helo commander. At this time tactics 
would be discussed and actual landing sites picked. 
This overfly should be follmved by a thorough briefing 
for communication and control procedures. 

b. We found the most effective LZ prep to be an air 
prep followed by an artillery prep just prior to L Hour. 
This allows the gunShip TAC(A) to control the air prep on 
and around the LZ and still provides for sufficient time 
for refuelling prior to his covering the assault. Placing 
the artillery pI'ep last provides flexibility in that it 
can be shortened or extended at will to meet a flux in 
L Hour. The TAC(A) can cut off the artillery at will 
Hhen he is ready to put the first wave into the =one. 
We utilize a final volley of willie peter or smoke to 
provide a visual signal that the final salvo has been 
fired. In addition a positive cease fire, tubes clear 
is given over the radio. 
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COI>rnENTS BY 4TH MARINES (-) (REIN) 

AIR OPERATIONS 

1. Itemt Helicopter approach and retirement corridors 
shoura-De designated and disseminated provided the ground 
scheme o~ maneuver will permit. 

Discussion: The designation and use of corridors l 
dependent on aircraft checking in 'VTi th the senior TACP I 
will preclude unnecessary curtailment of artillery fires 
and provide for optimum control of transient aircraft. 
Corridors do present definite air target areas; however, 
the increase in positive control, and safety of aircraft 
from friendly fires would seel11 to outweigh this dis­
advantage. 

2. Item: All aircraft must check into and out of the 
operating area with the senior TACP in the AO. 

Discussion: In many cases aircraft informed by DASC 
to contact the regimental TACP for clearance into the 
area, arrived at various LZ's well within the AO, without 
obtaining clearance. This endangered aircraft and 
caused nu.rn.erous artillery check fires. 

3. Item: Each battalion operating in the field should 
be pl?ovfded with a discreet PM frequency for LZ control 
and a secondary TACP frequency for special operations 
(helo liftsl air strikes, etc.). 

Discussion: The present procedure of assigning one 
COITmlOn regimental/battalion TACP frequency for all air 
operations within the regiment l including the HST's at 
various 'LZ1s, creates an unusable garbled net. 

4. Item: Aircraft commanders of logistic lift aircraft 
must~w specifically what their cargo is and the unit 
identification of user. ----

Discussion: In some cases cargo was delivered to 
various Ez's partly because it was rummunition, but the 
wrong calibre, or food but the wrong unit. If specifics 
of cargo composition and unit identification are passed 
to the regimental TACP by aircraft enter-ing the AO, 
orderly handoff to the battalions can be effected. 

5. Item: Regimental TACP's should vlOrk directly with 
the 'S.'Fei' DASC. 

Discussion: The generation of an intermediateCONFIDENTIAJ. 
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oommunioation relay position net physioally located 
within the DASC creates unavoidable delays in respon­
siveness. Higher cOlllmand and control might well be 
accomplished by monitoring of the DASC/regimental net 
without termination short of the DASC. 

6. Item: Visual reconnaissance overflights were scarce 
to n~btainab1e. 

Discussion: The regimental commander went without 
VR overflIghts on numerous desired occasions. Battalion 
and company level overflights were not available. Two 
CH-34 type aircraft should be provided the regiment 
daily for VR purposes. 

7. Item: Sufficient helicopter transport must be 
provided to accomplish resupply during daylight hours. 

Discussion: On one occasion it became necessary to 
continue resupply operations during the late evening in 
order to complete normal priority water, ammo and food 
delivery that had not been completed during the day. 
The total da.ta logistic resupp1Y,"t-Tas of the same priority 
but due to the quantity and disposition of various using 
units, overtaxed available air transport units, necessit­
ating nite resupply. 

8. Final Item: During Phase II of Scotland II 
1,119,750 of CAS and 257,250 of TPQ ordnance was dropped 
(better than 1 and ~ million) by 425 sorties of fixed 
wing A/C. Air accounted for 72 KBAI~ On the 14th 
of June, 87 CAS/TQP sorties were flown in support of one 
regiment - a record number. 
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V ARTILLERY/FSC 

A. ARTILLERY SUPPORT nil" MULTIPLE LANDING ZONES. The 
support available to maneuver elements operating from 
multiple landing zones is greatly increased by the 
positioning of artillery in these zones and operating 
under the firebase concept. The first problem to be 
addressed in this area involves the timely reconnaissance 
a.nd selection of these positions, 1,"rhich must be accomp­
lished by the artillery battery/battalion commander well 
in advance of occupation. Visual reconnaissance by 
artillery personnel in conjunction with the infantry 
cOIrL.'11ander enables both to become familiar with key 
terrain and perimeter defense problems in advance of the 
assaUlt and occupation. Discussion of the tactics and 
techniques of establishing fire support bases and the 
subsequent support of multiple landing zones and infantry 
operations, is an area whjch belongs to the unit commanders 
\-1ho participated in the operation. 

B. COmrTER-BATTERY REQUIREMENTS. Counter-battery efforts 
have been virtually ineffective. Throughout the "seige" 
of January - March, and in subsequent op.era tions of 
Scotland II, the ~rJA have presented a highly effective 
counter-surveillance screen utilizing crunouflage, 
frequent movement and anti-aircraft fires to deny obser­
vation in Laos. Experience gained during operations since 
January has shown that observation posts, crater analysis, 
photo reconnaissance and detailed map inspection of likely 
positions have failed to lfficover NVA artillery locations. 
Our b&at weapon against the artillery threat continues to 
be constant aerial sLTveillance of the area southweat of 
CoRoo. Mountain. General DAVIS and General HOF~Ulli are 
acutely aware of the shortage of observation aircraft in 
this regard. To augment our rather meager observation 
assets, we have requested Air Force FACls to remain on 
station and assist us in locating enemy artillery. It 
has been shown that the presence of observers is not in 
itself enough to detect hostile artillery, however, much 
can be done to assist .our AO IS. 

There were numerous reports of active artillery 
received from maneuvering uhits throughout the operation. 
Only in a few cases, however, were these reports accompan­
ied by azimuths or general directions. The cry of 
lIartillery from CoRoc" does little to augment the data on 
suspected enemy positions held by the FSCC. However, 
azimuths from FOls or infantry cffimnanders combined with 
azimuths from crater analysis at Khe Sanh Base will 
provide intersections which considerably narrow the areas 
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of suspected activity. Units in the field must provide 
continuous updated information on suspected enemy 
artillery locations. This information, when combined 
with known data fram other sources will greatly assist 
the oounter-battery effo~t, and reduce casualties. 
During forthcoming operations, all FOts and LZ security 
personnel should be instructed on flash and sound 
teohniques for locating enemy artillery. The 12th Marines 
Counter-battery Info~ation Center can assist in this 
respect. During the last six months, vol~ninous data has 
been oolleoted from ever1 souroe ourrently available in 
the northern I Corps area that pertains to hostile 
artillery. Flash bases have been establsihed the 
southern DMZ, and counter-mortar radars strategically 
placed at fixed installations. 

C. AIR ARTILLERY FIRE SUPPORT COORDINATION. If one 
lesson was earne ur ng co an ,it was that air 
and artillery could be employed simultaneously in the 
attack of targets providing proper fire support 
coordination procedures were followed. During sub­
sequent operations in Scotland II, these procedures 
continued to i'{ork effectively. For ex.a.mple, a helo 
approach and retirement lane was effectively used by 
aircraft ser¥ioing LZ Robin and LZ Torch since helos 
were passed east of fire base Hawk and continued south­
eastward of the Hawk-to-target gun target lines. 

Likewise, l75noo guns continued missions without 
checkfire by careful attention to their maximum ordinate 
and the altitude/course of TPQ aircraft which were 
safefy passed at 18,000 feet for preplanned strikes 
without loss of 175rmn gun support. 

To assist the FSCC in performing its mission, direot 
communications with 3d Marine Division FSCC and 9tr~ 
Marines FSCC were installed. In addition an artillery 
position map, a T£Q map and a Master Savaplane map 
were maintained, The FSCC received very timely requests 
from both regiments. This greatly racilit~ted the 
planning of the general support artillery and TPQ's. 
TPQ's and artillerr fires can be combined or used in 
conjunction with one another to maxlilllize fire support 
at a given ttme and plac~. ~his was proven time and 
time again. 

D. LESSONS LEARNED 

1. Requests tor helicopter support of advanced 
artillery firebases must be made well in advance of 
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anticipated operations ana. must include details of HST 
coordination, number of personnel involved, number of 
external lifts and other details required for complete 
ooordination. 

2. The employment of extensive camouflage and 
anti-aircraft in defense of enemy artillery positions 
require constant surveillance on the part of all 
personnel. The presence of aerial observers is in 
itself a great deterrent to hostile artillery. 

3. OrateI' analysis and azimuths from units in 'the 
field provide valuable informati~n, which combined with 
data held by the FSCC and G~2, assists in the location 
of enemy artillery positions. 

4. Experienced artillery observers operating with 
Air Force forward air controllers provide a valuable 
means of locating and attacking hostile artillery and 
rocket positions. 

5. 'The establishment of restrictive fire plans, 
helicopter approach and retirement lanes, and other 
positive control measures shOUld be utilized whenever 
possible. These measures, if promulgated to air and 
ground fire support agencies in advance, would positively 
solve almost all of the fire support coordination 
problems ,.;hich exis,ted during Scotland II. 

6. The complexity of fire support coordination is 
increased as units operate in radio fringe areas. Fire 
support must be coordinated on the lowest level possible 
to insure troop and aircraft safety. The Regimental 
and Battalion FSOC's are best suited to perform this task~ 
and must be given a larger share of this responsibility. 

7. Final clearance for air and artillery missions 
rests with the supported infantry unit. Priorities for 
prep fires, TPQ's, and H&I fires must be established by 
the ground conullander. Pinal clearance authority must 
rest with the PSOO. 
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COMHENTS BY 1ST MARINES (-) (REIN) 

ARTILLERY/FSC 

1. SUPPORT IN IvIULTIPLE L2 OPERATIONS. Assaults into 
L2 13 Robin and Loon were preceded by 5 days of air and 
artillery strikes on all known or suspected targets 
which mie;ht affect operations in and around the L2's. 
D Day preparation included fixed wing air strikes from 
L minus 90 'to L minus 30, artillery preparation from L 
minus 30 to L hour~ and suppressive fires on suspected 
artillery positions and suspected Opls from L hour 
to completion of the lift. This method had proved 
effective in this operation. 

2,. ESTABLISHMENT OF FIRE SUPPORT BASES. The selection 
of fIre support bases was not applicable to the 1st 
Marines for this operation as the deepest penetration 
lias to the initial L2's v-Thich were within the fire 
capability of existing artillery positions. 

3. COUNTER BATTERY REQ.UIRID1ZNTS. The limited effective­
ness of target acquisition means for counter-battery 
fire continued to be a problem in this operation as it 
has on previous operations in the Khe Sanh area'. Even 
with air observers, either l1arines or Air Force, on 
station when incoming was being received, they have, 
"Ii th few exceptions, been unable to spot enemy artillery 
positions. Ground observation has also been ineffective, 
being limited to sightings of smoke drifting over the 
rim of CoRoc ridge or to rouGh azimuths to the sound of 
weap'ons firing. Increased efforts at crater analysis 
have thus far produced no confirmed targets. Continuing 
efforts are beine made to improve Oll~ target acquisition 
capabili ty. In the meantime, we i-rill continue to base 
counter-battery targeting (except for direct sightings) 
on a combination of crater analysis and terrain analysis 
in the target area. 

4. AIR/ARTILLERY FIRE SUPPORT COORDINATION. Standard 
fire support coordination procedures wel'e utilized 1rTithin 
the regiment and no major problems encountered. Heavy 
helicopter traffic into and out of LZ's Robin and Torch 
did cause an occasional delay in missions fired from L2 
Hawk to the south. This delay was not excessive and no 
contact or line missions were affected. The abundance of 
current a.nd active targets in the Scotlc'_nd II area of 
operations has resulted in the Regimental and Battalion 
FSCCts, FAC's, and forward observers gaining valuable 
experience in the coordinated use of air and artillery. 
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of this experience no difficulties were 
during the operatlonJ 8.1 thou[jh, at tiY!les, 
three thousand meters separated the 
Air and artillery were coordinated to permit 

of the capabilities of each during the same 

5. LESSONS LEARNED. There were no ne'(,i lessons learned 
during this operation, but several were re-emphasized. 

a. Adequate preparation of LZ and operation area 
with supporting arms paves the way for the infantry 
units making the assault. 

b. Every available means must be utilized to acquire 
counter-battery targets. 

c. Standard fire support coordination procedures 
work well when the personnel employing them have some 
coordinating experience under their belts. 
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COl-INENTS BY 4TH MARINES (-) (REIN) 

AR TILLERY/FSCC 

1. Artillery fire support from multiple firebases was 
not unique in itself, the uniqueness was the method by 

which the firebases (LZ1s) were established totally by 
helo. The major lesson learned was that for a fire-
base to survive, preoccupation construction must be 
accomplished. This is of particular importance if the 
firebase is within enemy artillery range. No difficulties 

relative tc the establishment or 0perations of the fire­

base were encountered that were not solved on the ground 
at the time by the commanders involved. 

2. During mUlti-regiment operations with more than one 
direct support artillery battalion participating, a need 
exists for a common artillery headquarters for operational 

control of artillery units. The FSCC is not staffed for 

nor is it the appropriate agency to handle such things as 
requests for reinforcing fires. During the operation, 

the necessity for the FSCC to, in fact, function as 
tactical FDC caused a loss in responsiveness, which would 

have been greater if it were not for the personal attention 

given to this area by the fire support coordinator of 
Task Force Hotel and the cOmlllanders involved. 

3. In that all the counter-battery assets were retained 
under either 3d MarDiv or Task Force Hotel control, no 
comment can be made relative to the effectiveness of the 
counter-battery program. Air/artillery fire support 
coordination experienced no difficulties that were of 

such magnitude as to at any time deny the infantry adequate 

fire from some source. The difficulties encountered 
would be minimized with a closer adherence to basic 

doctrine, i.e. stricter control of the use of helo 
approach and retirement lanes, directing fixed wing 
attacks perpendicul~r to the gun target lines. Artillery 

averaged six hours pex' day in "check fire" due to air. 
"Check fires" will never be eliminated completely, but 

this amount of tim~ can be reduced.· It is with pride 

that it is. noted of the 13,381 105mm rounds and 2,103 
l55mm rounds heli-lifted in and fired from the two fire­

bases. not one round fired resulted in a friendly casualty. 

Fire support from deep inserted firebases is no different 
in its application than any other, except in the method 

of insertion and the total reliance on the ~lelo for its 

massive logistic needs. Close and continuous command 
attention must be given to the logistics situation, 
especially as relates to Class V, if success is to be 

realized. 
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!~. Again this operation pointed out most vividly that 
aggressive application of basic doctrine relative to 
rire support, be it gunnery, fire support and coordination, 
or close air support will produce results. 
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VI COlln'IUNI CATIONS 

During the conduct of the recent operations 'l'ask 
Force Hotel was co-located "ivi th the 1st Harine Regiment. 
All c~lunications to the 1st Marines was via land line 
telephone. 

That cOl1'l:::nunication which was established Hi th the 
4th Marines Has on the whole satisfactory. Communications 
consisted of one source radio circuit. It is question­
able as to Hhether or not that 'tV'as a sufficient amount 
of cOl11.';1Ul1ications. On all future operations in addition 
to a secure voice circuit, there will be at least four 
channel radio relay to each of the regiments from the 
Task Force. 

B. PROBLElfS AND SOLUTIONS 

1. Overcl"'ol.rding of the Landing Zone Common Net 

Problem. Durins the latter stages of Robin 
South, i t becal'lle apparent that the Landing Zone COlUmon 
Net of the 1st N8.rines 1v-as heav.ily overcrowded. 

§olution. The 4th Marines were advised to start 
using their own LZ C01'lD.1l0n net. During this period, how­
ever J the ~_th Mal"'ines "lere in contact, and the is sue was 
not pressed, as the operation was scheduled to finisn 
up in a matter of three days after this problem became 
obvious. 

Lesson Learned. The above problem 'TrIaS due to 
the fact that IilOSt of the battalions of the 4th Narines 
passed thru and were opcon to the 1st Marines, as they 
were cOlnnli tted to the Scotland II AO. As part of the 
1st Marines they used the 1st Marines LZ Common Net. 
Subsequently as the battalions were phased over to the 
4th l-1arines, they continued to use the established 
and functioning LZ Conwon of the 1st Marines for re­
supply, helo opns, etc. 

Recol1ll11ended Future Action. That in future 
operations, where battalions phase from OpCon of cne 
regiment to another, those battalions will be directed 
to SOIlle up on the LZ Common of the regiment they a1"'e 
chopped to. 
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2. Ini tia tine; a Task Force FSCC Radio Net 

Problem. During the recent operations the 
Task Force PSCc bec~le convinced that monitoring the 
Fire Direction nets of supporting artillery battalions 
was less than an optimum method of coordinating fit'e 
support. 

Solution. The Task Force is settins up a FSCC 
net to better coordinate supporting fires of the Task 
Force. 

Lesson Learned. That it is much better' for the 
Task Force to have a coordination net that coordinates J 

rs.ther thal·· monitors, the technical and. tactical Fire 
Direction nets of the supporting artillery battalions. 

Recommended FutuT'e Action. In allf'uture 
operations the Task Force Hotel FSCC will have a Task 
Force FSCC net, in lieu of monitoring the artillery 
battalions' Fire Direction Nets. 

3. Additional Equipment for an Artillery Battalion 
FDC 

Problem •. During the early stages of the operation 
Robin North it became auparent that the FDC of 1/11 
lacked radio equipment. The snortase was caused by 
addi tional batteries from the 12th l{arines being assigned 
to 1/11. The critical area was that 1/11 did not have 
enoush radio assets to l11oni-cor the conduct of fire nets 
of the additional batteries. 

Solution. Additional radios were borrowed from 
3d }1arDiv. 

Lesson Learned. \fhen it becomes known that a 
unit will be monitoring more than the usual nuraber of 
radio nets, then additional assets should be procured 
prior to the COIlll.i1enCement of the operation. 

Recor~aended Future Action. Obtain additional 
equipment prior to the operation beginning. 

4. Violations of Voice COIlllllunication Securit~. 
During all stages of the operations, a lack of VOlce 
communication security was noted. This problem was 
particularly evj dent on the s.ir ground nets. 

Solution. A real solution has not yet been 
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found. However, a message as sent to all units to remind 
them of voice communication security. (See CG TFH 
110940z Jun 68). 

Lesson Learned. That valuable tactical information 
can be obtained by listening to our radio nets. 

Reco~ended Fut~~e Action. Thorough indoc~rin­
ation of all .radio users on voice communication security, 
particularly just prior to operations. 
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CO~INENTS BY 1ST NARINES (-) (REIN) 

COl'IHUNICATIOnS 

1. SPECIAL PROCEDURES. The communications of the 1st 
11arine s during Phase I of the Scotland II Campaign 
consisted of two main systems, namely one for the 
assaulting battalions and one for the area security 
and blocking battalions. The former required an all 
portable and highly mobile capability, while the fixed 
and semi-fixed battalions utilized additional heavier 
transportable equipment to provide telephone and secure 
speech radio communications. Up to six infantry battalions 
were under the operational control of the regiment during 
the conduct of the operation, which required a slight 
expansion of the communication system plus particular 
attention being given to radio net discipline. Special 
techniques employed that have become routine withln the 
1st Marines for heliborne assaults were use of the TACP 
Local Secondary frequency for the Helicopter assault 
R6tdio Net, and a separate LZ Coml1lon intended to be used 
exclusively within the regiment for resupply at all 
HST locations down to the conwany level. Additionally, 
the TACP Local Secondary frequency was utilized to provide 
a backup TAOP ne t when the ao tion became heavy in several 
of the battalion areas of operation. Extensive ground 
controlled close air strikes were employed, utilizing 
the new test UHF radio, the AN/PRC-93, for communication 
vJi th the strike aircraft. To ensu.re positive communication 
throughout the dUration of the operation, each battalion 
was required to carry a minimum of two RC-292 anteru1as 
and pay particular attention to the commUnication 
aspects of terrain in the selection of their OP locations. 

2. COIlI{[J1HCATION PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED DURING THE OPERATION 
tnsRE'": -

a. Poor communica·tion security on voice radio nets, 
;rimarily on the TAOP Local and LZ Common. Valuable 

actical information ~oJ'as divulged in conversations between 
ground stations, air observers, and the resupply heli­
copters. The regiment issued a cautionary message to 
all 1st Marine units, and requested TF Hotel to inform 
the Airwing of the problem so as to minimize compromise 
of tactical information by air observers and helicopter 
pilots. TF Hotel then issued a message to both regiments, 
info 1st Wing in an attempt to stem the flow of sensitive 
tactical inform.e.tion over voice radio circuits. Addi tion­
al im.pr·ovement can still be obtained by proper indoctrin­
ation of pilots and ae"('ie.l observers working with the regi­
ment. 
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b. Congested Air-Support Nets. Upon the entry of 
the ~.th Marines into the Scotland II AO, several of the 
4th Harines battalions who had been under the operational 
control of the 1st Marines continued to use the 1st 
Narines LZ Common Net, and occasionally the TACP Local 
Net. This caused confusion and congestion on the 1st 
Harines nets. The solution, of oourse, is to provide 
eaoh regimont engaged in operations requiring extensive 
air support,frequencies enough to permit operation of the 
additional nets utilized by 1st Marines, as discussed 
earlier. 

o. f~tillery Conmlunications. The artillery oommun­
ication of the regiment became totally saturated ,-lith 
the increased nLuuber of infantry battalions and direct 
support batteries during the latter stages of Phase I. 
It is essential that eaoh infantry battalion engaged have 
a clear Battery Conduot of Fire Net. This problem was 
ultimately solved when Task Force Hotel provided the 
artillery battalion additional radios sufficient so that 
eaoh battalion engaged oould have its own Battery 
Conduct of Fire Net • 

.3. LESSONS LEAR~~~ 

a. Aerial observers and pilots partioipating in an 
operation should be pre-briefed on the taotioal Situation, 
friendly disposition of troops, and current operational 
plans. This then precludes the necessity for discussing 
these matters in the clear over voice radio circuits. 

b. '1'Jhen engaged in an operation requiring extensive 
air support, tl-lO additional radio nets are necessary 
for the conduct of the operation: These are named, 'tvi thin I 

the 1st Marine Regiment, the Helioopter Foroe Assault 
Net B.nd the Landing Zone COIlllUon Net. 
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COl-IT-rENTS BY 4TH HA1UNES (-) (REIN) 

COJYI}1UNICATIONS 

1. Planning Guidance for the operation was to travel as 
light as possible and yet carry out the assigned mission 
of the regiment. Radio conuuunications was declared as 
the primary means of communication. A tots.l of 6 lnfe_n-!:' ... y 
and air nets were established ,{hich included a KY-~' 
capability on the tactical neti. 

2. The availability of CR-53 helicopters to move the 
AN/MRC 110 radio jeep and. power supply for the KY-8 
covered was very critical. The delay in moving the 
AN/NRC-1IO from Ahe Sanh to LZ Robin for almost two 
days caused some difficulty in initially maintaining 
a covered capability on the one (1) TF Hotel tactical 
net. If a covered capability is directed, the lifting 
of the ANjl.mc-Ilo and the fuel resupply of this ve~licle 
should receive a high priority. In one case it took 
2 days before a resupply of fuel was received. 

3. A division Hide call sign and i'requency change, 
promulgated without the knowledge of some of the units, 
caused undue problems during the last day of the operation 
It is recoriimended that division wide Call Sign and 
Frequency changes be made before or after any large 
operation. In one case a unit was in heavy contact with 
the enemy and could not change. 

40 One unit had some difficulty in est.ablishing direct 
communications with the regiment due to the non-availa­
bility of long range antennas (RC-292). It is recommend­
ed that all units insure that their p~ans call for all 
necessary communication equipment to carry out thei.r 
assigned mission. 

5. Voice Radio Relay eqUipment would have eliminated a 
considerable runount of the traffic that went out over 
tactical circuits. 

It is recomraended that the new multiple equipment 
associated with the AN/PRC-25 be made available as soon 
as possible. This component is easily transportable, 
battery-operated and is less cumbersome than the AN/MRc-62 
and the AN IRC-27 radio relay eqUipment. 

6. All battalions under the operational control of the 
1st Marines remained on the 1st Marines Landing Zone 
Common Net. 
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It is recommended that all regiments be assigned a 
separate frequency for usage on a Regimental LZ Common 
Net, this f~equency to be other than the TACP frequency. 
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ADDEIWDl1: 

CODments by COlllcnmdinc:; Officer 4th I'IarineF1 

1. Rather than try to cover all items across the bos.rd 6 

I 11ill confine my I'emarks to the follmving subjects: 

Fire Base 

Intelligence 

Tactics 

The Parent Regiment 

2. FIRB BASE. "Robin South" confirmed that fire baDe 
te chnique s are well 1.:i thin the operational scope of 
the Barine Corps, both conceptually and doctrinally. 
There are, of course, modifications vJhich must be made 
in our operations and l02~istics. The latter points up 
the need for "prepo.ckaging" of st:.pplies emd equipment 
earmarls:ed for· the fire base. Standard units of ms.terials 
need to be staged, to include hand tools, field fortif­
ica tiona, bunker lila terials i.L'ld otber items standard to 
this type of operation. Small dozers and. backhoes, 
helicopteJ? transportable, should be includ.ed in the £!Larine 
Corps inventory to eliminate reliance on Army lift. 
Experience ,·Jill improve our ability to manage the fire 
base cQ"!:'.cep-c. "Robin South" gave us a running start. 

3. INTELLIGEIJCE. There never seemed to be a systenatio 
application of intelligence means at anytime during the 
opera tion. As a c ol1llilandel" I fe 1 t frus tra ted in any 
attempt to base tactical decisions on hf:r.d intelligence. 
Fast readouts of photo, SLAH, IR, and sensors were not 
available. PO'll's "Hex'e long delayed in the evacuation 
chain, resulting in their information being of little 
except historical value. VR for cOITrnlanders at all 
levels was nearly non existent. Timeliness must be the 
key to future intelligence gathering in future operations 
of this type. While it is easy to fault intelligence as 
being too little and too late, a definite and special 
need for improvement is ap?arent at all levels of command. 

4. TACTICS. Except for fire bases, the tactics employed 
in "Robin South It are similar to those used suc'cessfully 
in operations by the 4th l'larines against the 27th 
Independent Regiment 80utheast of Camp Carroll. Two 
basic principles are: keep on the move,and make full 
use of supporting fires. 
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5. THE PARENT REGIMENT. To my knowledge, this was the 
first opportunity for the 4th Marines to operate as a 
"Regiment" in the last 18 months. An indefinable but 
inherent sense of pride and esprit seems to develop when 
the regiment operates as an entity. The separate parts 
add up to the greater whole. This is, of course, true 
of other regiments too. The long range application 
of this practice can result in greater efficiency and 
standardization. It is kno'W'n that this is the intent 
division wide - and I hope it comes to pass. 

6. LOGISTICS. For "logistica" read "helicopters"~ 
tor in this type of operation there is no substitute or 
alternative. Huch has been said today about the heli­
copter in its supporting role. My general observation 
is that it excelled in the surge effort but so~times 
fell short on the routine efforts. In summary, the entire 
effort was a fine display of air-ground team1iork. 
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SUMHARY BY MAJOR GENERAL DAVIS 

I consider the critique just held. an ~ssential 
part or the operation. I shall conrine my remarks 
primarily to its impact on future operations. 

The point of sufficient planning time was em­
phasized by many. Recognizing the advantages of lengtny 
planning time, we must also understand that operations 
must retain maximum flexibility, reacting swiftly to a 
detected or developing enemy situation. Normally, ex­
yensive planning time will be the exception rather than 
the rule. \ve must develop SOP's for this type of operation 
and support; when the opportunity presents itself to hit 
the enemy hard, we must be ready to deploy and operate 
with a minimum of "paper preparatiqn." 

As we develop and refine techniques lor these 
operations, our constant goal must be to improve our 
efficiency. I have already observed this objective 
being achieved in the latter stages/of the just completed 
operation. Basically, we must strive to get the job 
done better with fewer assets. 

o~. concept i.::i: sO'Wld in view of current ene~ll:y 
tactics. We do not want to be in a position to attack 
uphill against a well dug-in, well camouflaged enemy 
who, under these conditions, could hold up and inflict 
casual ties on up to one of ou.:r battalions 1-li th one of 
his platoons. Instead we must follow closely on the 
heels of heavy LZ preparatory fires, insert our heli­
copterborne force on or near the tops of hills and attack 
down these hills along mUltiple ·routes. On several 
occasions this practice caused the enemy to vacate 
positions that would have been extremely difficUlt and 
costly to assault. 

I had and still have misgivings about certain of 
our capabilities to conduct operations of this sort. 
An ability to make a close air reconnaissance of our 
area. of' pperations in order to select -the beSot possible 
LZ's, £rEfs from significant enemy presence and enemy 
ol;>served' fires, and free trOlll physical oDstacles-Is 
absolutely mandatory. We must avoid situations where 
our troop-loaded helicopters are first to test the route 
and the LZ. We must have one responsible officer able 
to say confidently based on scouting operat~ons that the 
LZ is clear, and that there is a safe way in and out 
for the helicopters. Who that officer is to be -­
possibly a VMO Commander -- has yet to be determined. 
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Another area to I" improvement is in the development 
of the fire support bases. oJurrently we don't move 
quickly enough in readying these bases for the artillery 
batteries. Encineorinl3 development requires heavy 

. equipment -- which is helicopter transportable. Gun 
pits plus portable bunkers for command and control and 
overhead cover fol' infantry and artillel'Y tl'OOPS are 
needed, all within the first day. kmnunition storage 
must be defiladed and dispersed. The artillery should 
be in place and firing by dark on D-Day. We must 
continue to rely on the Army helicopter "crane" part­
icularly in the high al ti tude rtlO1..mtainous areas, for 
the insertion of heavy engineer equipment and medium 
artillery. 

Delay in troop landing fol101·ring preparation fires 
and delay in establishin[5 fire SUppol"'t bases sacrifices 
our most valuable commodity in operations of this sort: 
Shock E.ffectl vIe must develop and standardize techniques 
and procedures that insure the rapid and efficient 
concentration of men and. Iimteric_ls to fully e:x:ploi t our 
technoloSical advantages over the enemy. 

--

Looking f01"\,;ard to new but similar operations" I 
add the se rand'om COTIll:1ents: . 

: (1) Efforts are being made through co:mm.and channels 
to insure a greater responsiveness of arclights (massive 
air activities) 1vhich complement the scheme of maneuver. 
Progress is being made. 

(2) In viel[ of the c1.trrent enemy situation and 
considerin~ his limited capabilities, we can afford to 
be bold. There is no need to 'L<Ti thhold a reserve battalion 
in each regiment -- all battalions can be COllllili tted. '!rIe 
have the ability to extract the forces least engaged an~ 
employ them 't-J'here needed. In an unusual situation, 
forces can be requestea. from outside O'Llr AO. The more 
units initially employed the greater our shock action 
on the enemy and reduction of his routes of escape. 

_ (3) Cornxaanders mus t pay ·0 
the location 1e_ er an e ability~to 
de ec . a.nd counter enemy artillery. Can oUr ar't1Ilery 
be emplaced at existinG static positions prior to the 
operation? vvhere does artillery have to be inserted? 
Will the 4.2 inch mortal' battery" with its mobility 
and comparatively minimal site development requirement" 
do the support job for us in selec'!:;ed fire support bases? 
Or l will we require the range capability of l05mm or 155rmn 
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batteries? Can artillery be on a flank to minimize 
coordination problems .."lith helicopters? Has caunter­
mortar rHdar been requested to' scan dan er areas'? Do 
w~ ave adequate on~s~a ion aerial surveillagce? Are 
we using the latest af our availaole detection devices 
(sound systems, I'Iithras Fire H'atch)? 

Laoking back an the Scatland II June campaign, I 
consider it a magnificient success. The air and graund 
effart Has truly outstandi:ag -- both elements being 
especially responsive to short notice employment. I 
cor.nnend Gen HOFFHAlI and his staff J the cam.rnanders and 
staffs af the 1st and 4th Harines, Gan HILL and the 1st 
ll.Avl, the artillery uni ts from the 12th l\'1arines and all 
other participants for their contributian to the 
success of this operation. Thank you also for your 
preparation and presentation of this critique. Due to 
this exchange of information, I knO'Vl subsequent 
operations ",lill be even better. 
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3d 11::lI'ine Division {Rein} FHF 
FPO San Frcmcisco 96602 

DIV IS I on MEMORf\ ~JDml[ 

Fl"om: Coml11anding General 
To: Distribution List (Special) 

Subj: Critique of Scotland II Campaign 

Encl: (l) Critique Schedule 

3/LR13/wlk 
18 June 68 

1. purpose. To conduct a critique on the Scotland II 
Campaign 'in o!'de!' to p!'ofi t by experience gained and to 
the!'eby improve techniques for future operations. 
Speciricall~, to present and discuss lessons learned 
during the past operation, to identify problem a!'eas 
and strong points, to fUrther develop procedures and 
techniques for air mobile operations, and to facilitate 
an interchange of information. 

2. Backg!'oID1d. From 2-18 June, TF Hotel conducted 
operations south of Route #9 in the Scotland II Crunpaign 
involving extensive helicopter troop lift, the estab­
lishment of forl,vard fire support base s .. and the logistical 
support of up to t1ITO regiments conducting simultaneous 
operations. 

3. Action. 

a. Comr,lsnding Genoral, Task Force Hotel, his sta.ff 
and representatives from !'egiments that were in 
the operation are requested to participate in 
the critique generally covering the topics and 
following the schedule outlined in enclosure (1). 

b. Representatives of the COXllLilanding General, 1st 
~~W are reques~ed to participate in the critique 
as outlined in enclosure (l). 

c. 

d. 

The time and place of the critique will be 
announced by separate message. 

It is requested that briefers prepare written 
versions of presentations for consolidation and 
subsequent publication. 
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4. Solf-Cancellation. 

30 r:l6~ .~ 
~~~ 

Colonel, U. S. Narine Corps 
Deputy Chief of Staff (Plans) 

Each Person or staff Billet Cited in Enclosure (1). 
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0900-0905 

0905-0915 

0915-0925 

0925-0935 

0935-0950 

0950-1000 

1000-1005 

1005-1010 

1010-1025 

DECLASSIFIED 

CRITI~UE SCHEDULE 

Deputy ciS (Plans): Critique Coordinator 
Introduction 

CG, TF Hotel Scope of Operation 

TF Hotel Staff 

Regt COl"!'lIllent: 

TF Hotel Staff 

Regt COlllrnent: 

°terations: 
pranning; Tactics Employed; 
Use of Forces; Size; Type 
Units; Air and Ground 
Coordination; Selection of 
Fire Support Bases. 

1st and 4th Marines: 
Operations 

Intellirence: 
Collect on and Analysis; 
Allocation of Tasks; Recon­
naissance; Processing of 
Information; Speed, Timeli­
ness and Application of 
Intelligence by Operating 
Units; Use of AO Assets; 
POW, Document and l1a terial 
Exploitations; Use and 
Availability of Sensor 
Devices. 

1st and 4th Marines: 
Intelligence 

TF Hotel Staff Personnel: 
Casualty Reporting; Replace­
ments 

Regt Comment: 1st and 4th Harines: 
Pe!'sonnel 

TF Hotel Staff Logistics: 

75 

Helo Resupply Procedures 
and Techniques; Medical 
Evacuation of Personnel; 
Surface Resupply (including 
security);Adequacy of Class 
V Lifted to Various Positions; 
Lead Time Requirements for 
Airlifted Resupplyo 
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1025-1035 

1035-1045 

1045-1055 

105.5-1110 

1110-1120 

1120-1130 

113°-114° 

11LI-0-1145 

1150-1215 

DECLASSIFIED 

Regt Co~nent: 1st and 4th Marines: 
Logistics 

Break 

AWC, 1st HAH Scope of Air Operations 

TF Hotel Staff Air Operations: 
Helicopter Utilization; 
Helicopter Availability; 
Types of Helicopters for 
Specific Missions; VR 
Aircraft; Fixed Wing. 

Regt Co~~ent: 1st and 4th Marines: 
Air Operations 

TF Hotel Staff/12th Harines Arti1ler~/FSC: 
Support In 
Mul tiple LZ 
Operations; 
Estab1isbm.ent 
of Fire Support 
Bases; Counter­
battery Require­
ments; Air/Arty 
Fire Support 
Coordination. 

Regt COln~:ilent: 1st and 4th Marines: 
Artil1ery/FSC 

TF Hotel Staff 

Regt Comment: 

Division Staff: 

Communications: 
Problems/Solutions 

1st and 4th Narines: 
Communications 

Question, Answer, Discussion: 
G-1, G-2, G-3, G-4, AirO, 
FSCC, CEO. 

Additional attendees invited: COs and S-3s of 3d and 
9th IJiarines, COs of 
separate Bns, 3d HarDiv. 

Enclosure (1) 
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RVV D VPB013 WMB.320 
PP RUMHVP 
DE RUMUGRA 7295 1690829 
ZNY CCCCC 
P 170829Z JUN 68 
rOO CG III MAF OANANG 
TO RUMHVP/CG THIRD MARDIV DONG HA 
BT. 
CON F ! DEN T I A L 
LVTP"'S AUGMENTATION FOR 3D AMTRAC BN 
A. CG 3D MARDIV 281239Z MAY 68 
B. CG III MAF.3000901Z MAY 68 
10 REF A REQUESTED LVI PLT THAT WAS FURNISHED TO 3D AMTRAC BN 
IN OCT67 BE RETURNED TO 1ST AMTRAC BNQ REF B REQUESTED 

1m OPERA! roNAL STATUS OF LV! AND CURRENT EMPLOYME~T. m 20 ANSAAR 'f0 REF A IS HELD IN ABEYANCE UNTIL ANSWER TO REF B IS 

B ~~~~M~.:J ;: CONFIDENTIAL 
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HEADQUARTERS 
3d Marine Division (Rein) 

FPO San Francisco 9660 
- .. 

. J' 

- --
~J3 

~3/GCC/wlk (!J 
20 Jun 68 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF Q.:..;L 

From: 
To :. 

G-3 Plans 
G-3 

Subj: Report of June ~Oth Me~ting of the Quang Tri Province 
Combined Rice Denial Sub-Committee 

1. The undersigned attended the subject meeting as the G-3 
representative for the 3d MarDiv rice denial operations. 

2. In attendance were representatives from PCV, 1st Air Cav Div, 
Task Force Clearwater,· MAG, Quang Tri Sector, and 3d MarDiv. 
Vietnamese attendance was quite high with the Co~mander Quang 
Tri Sector present. 

3. Major HILL, USA, an advisor to the Quang Tri Sector, 
presented to the cammittee final figures on rice denial 
operations. These figures for districts within the province 
are as follows: 

RICE TO BE: RICE RICE PLACED 
DISTRICT liARl.lESTED HA..B.VESTED -L IN SECURE STORAGE 

Cam .. Lo 1000T 962T 96% 950T 
Gio;Linh lOOOT 700T 70% ~OOT 
Tru Phong 7000T 6970T 99.5% 4 70T 
Mai Linh 2000T 1890T 94.5% 1650T 

. Hai La~ 6306i -b273T 97% 5l06T 

TOTAL l7,306T 16,795T 97% 13,076 

Rice placed in secure storage does not account for the rice 
given to each farmer as their own. It was reported also 
that rice caches in the Hai L4nh area are being found and that 
probably they will continue to be found for same time. 

4. The Committee Ohairman, Colonel LOPRETE, reported that the 
rice harvested to date completes this seasons rice harvest and 
that the figUl~es presented by Major HILL represent the final 
rice denial operation figures. Oolonel LOPRETE emphasized 
the need for committee action for the amall rice harvest 
commencing this September as well as early action by the 
committee for the 1969 rice harvesto It was e~phasized 

1 
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that the 1968 rice harvest was considerably more successfUl 
than ones conducted in previous years. Success was contributed 
to the U.S.-ARVN rice denial operations. 

5. The committee was adjourned with instructions that no 
further meetings shoUld be called until approximatmly the 
first week in August. 

RespectfUlly submitted, 

~r1U_ 
~'Cl. COOK ~ 

LtCol USMC 
Asst Plans Officer 
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COl-mAT BASE ABANDONED Q T"£NANT milTs ARE REQUESTED TO RELOCATE 

AS SDOU AS GOiNElJIEUT BUT lrLT 27 JUNE 19681) IN NEAR FUTURE . _If 
TASK FonCE HOTEL STAFF WILL 1I1OVE . TO LZ STUD AREA FHOI'1 

FU9:'URE OFPENSIVE OPNS IN KIm BAlm AREA WILL BE DIB.EOTED <> 

NO ~u~ ~~r~Hm~Nr 
THERE IS II. REQUIREMEl~lr POR ~ W "dLf'" AT LZ STUDe ,-,I@{j 

. </9 CON / I "i_ REL BY _--I~ __ """' __ ~'''''","_,"_._ 
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-_ ..cONFIDENTlA'-~l]rt~~.I~·~~~F~ 
a:1Y CCCCC CONN CNTR THIRD MA.RDIV',~f~ 

, ···_·· .. fi 20f2l920Z JUN 68.__ .. ---

rill CG TASK fORCE HOTEL ...... '/J '-r.:. :'- - ;~ =., f'~,', ('.,; 

~i~ ZE NIce 3D NARD IV Y ()~ ~M {\~~ l. .' 1V·' ;J / 
CONFIDENTIAL ' 'J'-"'~" (Z 
<;JMMARY Of RECOVE.RY OPERATIONS AAT LZ LOt.')«l 17 JU~JE ~c . 
L 3D BN 9THrlARf,,;'" ~ .. '£Iig-\ASSIGNED THE tnSSION OF RECOVER~~", , 
THE BODIES IN AA tili~~6'W)jICH.CRAASHED AND 8URNED or~ ( JUNE _--I 
VIC Ll LOON O{O U1.6.~3~.trf~':~OFEVACUATINe EIGHT 8001£5 OF' -:;'?~ 
i STBN 4THMkh ~ yLHO 4fA'b'SEEN K!U:'ED IN ACTION AT LZ LOON O~I ~_J .. 
6 JUNE AND OP:';';~· 'CONVEkING T\1:p i p!ECES Of U",S"" ARMY ENGI""'-' 
f';IER EQUIPMEN! MAGED DU&tii~ THE, HEAVY CONTiACT ,Hoi, THE 
INITIAL STAGE~"· ~. 9l3 IN ~l!i.. '! i. '",. . " 
2e ATTACHED TO ~TiW:,..cOMPAf\jY, C, lSTBN ;,nHl~ARe ! 
THIS CflG~\AINIZATICX~tNtWTHE GfiOUND BEST G p!f\ HiEJ..IBrnNE' ,rl' 
flASSAULT \iI(.\A3 CONDUCTED ON LZ LOON' AT 11090iaM ~!Tti COM.. ..,OP 
PANye Sl lSTB:'l 4THMAR LANDING FIRST, FOLLaJE~'t~X.; eOMPA'NY 1"f..r

h
; 'i.d:.R, 

l..Q ~1!l AND I s A~D THE CP GHOUP OF 3/9 .. A N EX!EI~SIVE TP0 f LeJ) ~V'""VJ"''V 
O'lS AND AR Y PREP PRECEDED THE ATTACK", 7",..J. q_ 
3" COMPAfJY C SECURED THE ZONE AND l·jOVED 1'0 THE LOCATION . / . ~ 

,{}.. (;(j~),¢€.~~,'4'fd,n ~-G·") ~ -J" ff?C 
P,ilGE TWO RUf.JHVP 7~'0 'C~:o NFl D f. N' T 1 A L <::::i;J.),.~ 
OF' THE DarJ:.!Eo..)·U~:i.j~QP:-:r,.E:R;)THE HILICO?TER tlJ~ICH HtD 
(fi,ASHED ~IIrHELEVEr1ApOARD HAD BUFWED TO THE GROUND AND 
C<t. Y A FE~~ C;{tJj~REl:r;'RE:MAINS COULD, tiE EnTi1ACTED., THE 
ILli.TREME liEAT"'~:'ffU! HELICOPTER FIRE DESTROYED A~LMOST ALL 
EVIDENCE OF lillMAN .REAMIN9,.., ,ALL PIECES Of. BODIES WERE 
EXTRACTED, TAGGED, AAND PI..ACED I~:, BODY BAGS ... EIGHT OfHSR 
EOOIES ~JHICH HAD,BEEN READY FOR EVAC DURING THE: HEleHT 
Of.' FlGHTI~JG Or,16JU~![!'-M2R'E RECOEVERED AND A THCfWGH 
SEARCH WAAS MADE OF THE OBJE.CTIVE AfiEA, BY ALl. UNITS" TOTAL 
RECC£VERED ~JERE EIGHT CC»lPLETE BODIEr~ ~Hm THREE 
BODY BAGS FILLED WIT1{ PARTIAL f,.rJt;A.rrl~:;,) 
4" NONE :~VA SODIES ItJ!.WE F'OmW H!GF:!.JV E..:; cx~ T!.1E HILL 
PLUS MUCH r:VA 732 EQUIPMEf-1T SCATTEiiED ,TmOuDhOUT. THE 
,~:REA" nWR SLING LOAE<; h'EHE ,E;:aRAl.TED ~-Ror~ LZ l..OON~ 
O':~E SLING LOAD OF tJATER CAr'{S9 A SLF'G Lt~tiD OF USMC 782 
"::D TOCLS g t~ PALLET OF' 6G~~1~: MO;:;"fAAR AMmUNlrIO[\~\l AND 
O,'1fl: SLH!G tOAD OF RMirr~Ag~ Nm!E OF THIS :lAD 89E~1 
S(()BYTRAP?ED BY THE ENE£t'1Yo ALL St,.l~m' LC,fjDS, EXTiiACTED 
~JERE TAKEr·! TO LZ STUD", , " . 
5" CG 1ST AIRCAVDIV SENT LTCO? };ENRY, TO. LZ LOON TO CSfECK 
K 

PAGE THREE RUMHVP 760 CON F I D. E r~ T 1 AA L 
HIS BUL1.DOZEH A~D BAClmOEo WE EVACUATED BOTH THESE IHEMS 
VI~ U. So ARMY CRANE. HE DICIDED TO LEAVE. THE DOZER '8 
il..ADE AT LZ LOON DUE TO ESTE:r,lSIVE DAMAGE", 
6~ THE HIl.l.. ~!AS EVAACUATED BY 171515H Jur'~E 1968 WITH [':0 
ffiIENDLY CASUALTIES ON THE BATTALION OPERATION THAT 

· CONFI'DEt~TIAI 
~609~6 ~ ~·rt 
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o 2t30923Z JUt\! 68 
I'M CG TASK FrnCE HOTEL 
TO ZE NI CG 3D MARD IV 
BT 
SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 

1" THE ~EW ROAD I N THE SOUTHER N FORTION OF THE 
II AO COMMENCES ON tHE EAST BM~K OF THE XE PON fil E,' 
AT .XD'!76237. IT IS AN EXTENSIO~l OF A ROA·D LEADr!~.!....JP'l' 
RTE. 92 H! LASOSo THE RIVER CROSSING APPEARS TO BE A,N 
U\DERIIIATER ROCK CAUSEWAY .. THE ROAD RU~~S P..LM03T DUE EAST 
~ 1402 KILGttlETERS A S IT SENERALL Y rOLLa!S CtD 
TRAILS U~HIL IT SWINGS NORTH AT XD900227 .. IT cm'TINUES 
IN A NCRTHERL Y DIRECT ION fOR 8e 4 KILo!~ETERS ALONG OLD 
TRAILSAN~ ALONG THE BANKS OF CREEKS TO XD 916296 WHERE 
rr AGA IN SW H!GS EAST FOR APPROXIMATEL Y 2.8 E1 

. Oi'JEER$ TO 

JID942S AT WHICH POINT THE ROAD ABRUPTLY E NDS ~ THE· 
TarAL L.ENGTH OF THE ROAD, EAST OF KE PON R rVER, IS 
25.4 KILOMEERS AND THE REPCF.TED WIDTH VARIES FRQrI!. 5 
TO 6 METERS" NUMEROUS ~!ELL TRAVELED FEEDER TRAILS 
ARE NOTED THROUTHOUT THE ENTIRE LE~)GTH OF THE ROAD. 

~¢¢ 0:< 3 ? ~ lA Y\J '" ~ ;J 0"'~ 
PAGE Two RUMHVP 757 SEC. E T 
MJMERQJS FOOTTf<AILS,Vl\RYING IN LENGTH FR~ 40 TO 
200 METERS, PARALLEL THE ROAD. . 

Ao VEHICLE TURN AROU~D POINTS/TRUCK PARKS ARE 
LOCP.TED AT ~ . 
ID781233 DAIRWEO 
IID811232 XD851241 
XDl318232 XD857238 . 
j()B15233 XD868228 
ID8,~6238(TWO \MY BY PASS) I<D874227 
ID8~0232 . XD900-28 - . 

Bg T~O FORDS ARE LOCATED AT: 
)[)806237, XD859237 

C.·THE FILLS/CORDUROYS AND CULVERTS ARE 
CRITICAL POINTS ALONG THE ROAD: 
(1). FILLS AT THE FCLLOWING COORDINATES: 
)9)857230 XD894226 
>q)&05231 XDA I O;iW!JJ U 
ID882221 

THE .MO<:iT 

~ ~~ . (2). CalOUROY5 AT.: 
: _ }[}812232 XD858237 

~ 
i~~ f_~ SECRET 
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PAGE THREE RUMHP 757 5 E eRE :T 

(3). CULVERTS AT: 
ID816233 XD828238 

D.IT IS ESTIMATED THAT TRACKED AND WHEELED 

VEHICLES UP TO 30 TONS COULD BE SUPPOr-TED ON THIS ROAD .. 

2.PERMANEN DENIAL F THE USE OF THE ROAn TO THE ENE~Y , 

PLONG ITS EXISING ROUTE ISIMPACT!CAL." CRAiERH1G AND 

DEsrRUCTION OF FILLS/CO 
DU 

OYS\I,fOU 
D HP. 

EL 
TTLEE [FFEe 

AS THE.lS!JRRUNEING AREEA OFFERS EASY BY PfSS FOR SUCH 

DESTROYED AREAS, AND REPAIRS COUl.D BE MADE I.tJ 11M M HlIMUM 

DELAY. MINING THE ROAD PROPER WITH AIR DELIVERED fi1!NES 

IN ILL HARHAC3 THE EEMY, BUT ~.T!l..L HtWE LITTLE PERMA NnlT 

EFFECT IN DEPRIVING USE OF HE ROADe 

,3,) IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT, WITH THE WITHDRA\~ACOF 

FRiE~DLY FffiCES FROM THE VHlITY OF THE ROAD; 

AIR DELIVE;(ED ANTI .. PERSONNEL MINE':: Ct4-;i6 

DEgTRUCTCRS) AND GRAVEL BE SEEDED. SENSCfi e:TRINGtj 

BEGIlIll~G AT THE XE PON RIVER WOUl.D PROVIE:E: H!FORMATrO~! 

AS TO THE ENEMY'S UEE OT THE ROAD. SUfiVEILLA~'CE 

OF THE ROAD SHOULD INFCFM ug ~}HEN 7HE ENE!-'IY RESUMES 

CONSTRUCTION A~~D ~}HERE THE ROAD IS DESTINES TO LEAS(J 

PAGE FOUR RUMHVP 751 SEC RET 
0:; GAS WILL' BE REQUESTED TO BE DEL IVERED WHnl SE~lSatS 

HIDICATE THAT ENEMY HASRESUMED ACTIVITY Hl THE AREA. 

GP-4. 
~~ Hf m 
~ 
~~ j-~ SECRET 
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FRJM: 
TO: 
INFO: 

CG THIRD MARDIV \ ~ 
-effIRD MA.RINES ,rJ.,f..\" 

OTP CLF.~~W~TER l~ 

IICONFIDEllTI.J,/ I 

SECURITY FOR DRRDGING OPS 

Ao CG PCV 130904 Z JUNE 196B 

RE1? A ~F.ADDR"F.Sf!ED TO YOT] WOE YOUR ACTION 0 

1. .. 

DRAFTER. __ ~~~~ ____ ~ __ 

SEC G""l PFfOUE DIV 000 

CWO .~ 

2a "REPORT Al-~YRp.Q1rn~TF.D CTTANGES TO PRESF.NT POSTtrrF: '~_~~ APPROVAL 

:1 CONFIDENTIAL 
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HqBn _ 
3d MT Bn 
3d SF Bn 
3d TK Bn 

~ 
Recon Bn 
Engr En 

.' ~.~ 5th ITT 
>.-> th CIT 

FLSG-B. 
ilMGR-l.,52 
MAG-39 
l./3 Rear 
,3/12 Rear 
1/26 Rear 
2/26 Rear 
,3/26 Rear 
Hq 26th Mmr:- Rea.r 
2/9 Ree,!' 
3/9 ReaD 
1/13 Rear 
u:w" Btry 

~.MP Bn 
Md Dental Co. 
~d Med Bn 

]'1CB-ll. 
CBMU-301 
1st Air Cav 
1st PJ. tOo ttAU 4l!-th FA 
,507th MACV TMA. 
;) BBth Signa.1 Co 
18th Surgical 
26th GenSupGrp 
Skyspot O.L. 25 
15th Aerial. Port 

'f£;a~~;~~!f;:ti1: 

, 

I 

, 

STRENGTH BEFORT FOR 
Q.UANG TRl AREA 

'''''-:r .-----~-: 

-,1 n. 

21 June 1968 

OFF IC,'ERS STAFF E -5 & BELOW 
MC USN USA USAF l~C USN USA USl'iIBAF Me USN USA. U~ 
106- 7 e5 ~ 14 20 
15 1 ~ 1 
13 : 2 
24 1 , 32 2 
17 3 22 2 

2 , 2 
2 J. , 5 I 

1 2 
1 

173 4 129 3 
5 1 13 4 
6 6 
2 6 
6 1 13 3 
1. 9 J. 
1 
3 6 

~ lL 17 1. 
3 

tt 2 
,5 

8 6 
4 6 

24 1 83 
1 

i 
6 

1 
1 

I 
7 I 

I 39 i 

36 i 

6 ! 
! 

1 
1 

16 
14 
61. 

221 21 
195 12 
194 10 
217 6 
467 45 
251 10 

2 
3 1 

37 ~ 
J. 

915 10 
218 8 

91 5 
68 2 

110 13 I 

50 2 
7 

~, 76 10 I 

199 .5 
23 1. 
57 1 
82 

15 
22 22 2 

6.55 
.34 

2 
34 

.3 
88 
76 

507 
59 

9 -

~~II 
r.J;':,y)'~',,:~, L:::',-" 'Hi, ;!-'-:~~ :':'A .~. ~;,;'!~~Ft::r~~~:· 
i.~~" ~;!~'i:'! . fl~'~"'.~i; ~~~'" "l~'!" "I'I~~'~'~ ,~l~''',,: '. ':~::~j't1dt~~:·nrft~_!i.t~·lll~ ~1tI.~}r~'~~;J;k L;,;"'~~4*~:f, -v!~-!,-·},,; 

o 
t'I'l 
(j 

~ 
\.Fl 
\.Fl 

~ 
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1::1 
t'I"J 
(j 
r ;;.. 
r.n 
r.n 
"""" i-!'j 

"""" t'I"J 
1::1 

e 

Lst Mobile Corum Grp 
5th TAO 
Forward Air Controllers 

_USA 
USN ~~ 
USMC 405 
USAF 1.9 

'%'5 

804 USA 
USN 1014 
USMC 3935 
USAF 5§g~ 

e GRAND TOTAL 'e 6432= 

-.~ 

.... , .... 

OFFICERS STAFF E-5 & BELOW 
~MC USN USA USAF Me USN USA USAF MC USN. USA. USAlJf 

l, I sJ : 1 i~ I :9 1126 1 9J ll3s) 888 1711 II;}] 

1::1 
t'I"J 
(j 
r ;;.. 
r.n 
r.n 
"""" i-!'j 

"""" t'I"J 
1::1 

,i: E::;}~:;t:': ',. ,. ~:;.~'~:;J~~:t~ir~t' :,' ;.r~Hl~;; !J':~~:~:~~"~~~!;t..i~iiiii.~lLj;\li~: 
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CONN CNTR THIRD MARDIV' , _it;: 

BY 115 Z BYN KT }{SBYVJSZTTZVA 
RR R UMHVP 
DE RUMHN 1O:,3B UEQPER 
ZNY cccce 
R 2109;5vZ -JUN 68 
FM CT F' CLE.::.R\oJtlTER 
TO RUMUGRA/CG III MAF 
INFO RUMH~A/CG PVC PHU BAI 

_ RUMHVP ICG THIRD MARDIV 

lJIIHVP/CO 1 zURD MAR INES 
... - 8T 

CON F IDE N T I A L 

290VV NHAG53 

N IONAL FOLICE ON eUA VIET RIVER CU) . . 
10 REQ ACIION BE INITIATED TO PROVIDE NATIONAL POLICEMEN TO. ACCOMPANY 
PA ROLS C~A VIET RIVER AND ADJACENT VILLAGES FROM DONG HA TO RIVER 
MOUT H. PRO VC/NVA SENT HIENT AMONG THE l.OCAL POPLUACE ~ ESPECIALLY IN 
xu N KKANH VI .. AGE <YD 317696), NECESSITATES MORE THROUGH POLICING, 
THAN CAN BE PROVIDED BY US FORCESo 
20 PROVISION OF NATIONAL POLIC~MEN TO RIDE PAThOL CRAFT ON THE RIVER 
AND TO \!IORK WITH USMC/VNN S~/EE? TEAMS WOULD Gf,:EAT~Y ENHANCE EFFORTS 
TO PROVIDE SECURITY TO L'OGISTIC TRAFFIC ON THIS VITAL l.OCI!I 
3. SIMI .~ PROGRAM ON PERFUME RIVER VERY SUCESSFUL 
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.ONFIDENTI 
CONN CNTR TH I ~1f M#if+H1 

IMMElJIATE J / J93.2. Z JUN68 

PROM: 
TO: 

INPO: 

on THIRD !!fAlIDIV 
CG FIRST AGD 
TtrIRD MARINES 
Oo. PCV 

IICONWIDENTIALII 

.- ,; - . 

CWO,~_ ...... ~~ __ ~ 

~- .. -=~:~.-~-' . 

-
,'','.'11 __ .:l; \' 'r! ; 

. ,,~7' it 

, //1 ,,'~ .) 

:~O:~CTIVN 200730HdUN68. CG T~RP~~mJ '~~~~ ':~;ON-~ ~ 
I , '.-- I ____ --

OF A TRP 3D BN 5T1{ CAY FR<»{ TFIRD MARINES A~~&~.~dRiG :PAS~ 
A TRP 3D BN ~H CAV TO 1ST ACD co ; f .'-..; l \ .. =-\.7 r-- ' 
2(> EF"'EOT!VE 200730HJUN68~ CG THIRD MARDIV Assm.ms OPCON 

; OF C TRP 3D EN 5TH OAV WROM 1ST AGD AND S'\ME DTG PASSES 

, OPOON THAT UNIT TO THIRD M\RINES. 

f ' 
!; GP=l,. 

l OCN' :J1tRt/!, ~ 

, t -3( I 2 <-Of; ~ :> ) 
-"'" ~. 

o~3~ 
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If4.mj)I1t~:: .. 2 ,(/(t 3' f z JuN68 
~-- J 

FIlUM: CG ~r~D MARDIV 
TO: THIRi}-/MARJ.)IV 

),/ 
. r-

IIGONFIDmiTIALl1 
'- ... I -,' ("i 

OPCON - , 

1. EFF 191130H JUN68, CG TH1RD MARDIV ASSUMES QidOlt.o~~_- -',-

2/9,1/4.,2/4 AnD 1112 AND SAME DTG. PASSES O.fCOi'l OF T~~_ -, ~ 
UNITS W CG TF HOTELe . _.. (j)pC(/'{\ or. 

21') EFF 191130H JUN68 RESPONSIBILITY FOR SOOTLAND II Arf}.AJA. 

EXT'&~DED PASSES 'W CG TF HOTEL" N&W BOUliDARY AS FOLLOWSg 

FM .DHZ SOUTH ON XD NIS LINE 85 TO XD850506 THEN SOUTHEAST 
-. 

TO XD8S7500p EAST ON 50 EW GL TO A POINT 088~oo -THEN ALONG 
. AT 

A LINE ROUGHLY 500METERS WESf &. PA.R&LLEL m tt~ 5!58 TO A. POIl~T e:;r;: YD 

110470 THEN soum AroNG :eHE THIRD MARDlv;FIRST Am CAY BDY .~ifD 
SOUTHWEST TO THE LflOTIA1~ BOR.DER AT YDtX)7280o 

. _ GP ... l.j! 

CON .2 rbd! 
.;;a:::::su::::::::t:IF!:iX:W 

o '1 34 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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_~_m· .• SEGRt.l 
COI·CNTR 

" ... " -- .. 

OPERAT! ONAL REPORTS 

AQ OG 3D MARDI V 070325Z JUN68 

1 'i " ...... , .- -.. 
~". ~~~1_~~: ___ J 

itL';·~ ~j 
, _r-

~~,v:\ : .. f" _-l3~Ty;r-
. ".: () 

- .. " 'J. 

' .. ~ 
\ , 

.~. 

_'.- i I 

10 REF A PASSED RESP01;fSlBILITY FOR LA!mASTER 1.1 .10 TO ~~RlNE9, 
. '~ .. 

REQUIRED 4Tl! MARINES TO SUBMIT SPEC REPS Atq"D Rl1!QU.IRlID: CG T~§lt FOROE 

HdrEL TO SUfflfIT T'R'ESE SPEC REPS ~O THIS HQ SEPA~~~~Y~~ (J, 

2@ PARAGRAPHS 2 AND .3 OF a6 A. WHICH REQ;l1IRED TRESE SPEO REPS •. 

.A.~.CA~TCE.r"tED EFF 201200H Jm168 

GP~4 

OON 2d ¥ .:>.-
~ , ( 

(;-3 

, , 
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PHOH g qG THIRD l'IAn"-.8. TO : CG pev . -"1!1".. 
//SE CRE '1'/1 

" " " . 
i \:..; < .. ',,;'. 
I ' 

PERsonAL FOR L'rGEH ROSSO.d FRO].! . :AG-fEi :nA1rIS 
OPERATIons ATKHE SANH I AP 0 , 

'10 BAOKGROUNDo ON 31 MARCH 19689AfFJilR~*1'if PEGA~ .. , H])1BHCED 
UITH USHC AIID USA FORCES ATTACKIHG ALOim ROUT;--#~ WE';; '~~i} l 
OA LU TOWARD KHE SAHHo BY 15 APRIL, THE SEIGE or. KHE SANE 

HAD EEE.N SUCCESSFULLY LIFTED AnD OP:i1T £JBGASUS WAS TEib.UIIATED" 

FAVORABLE lv~,~ATHEH HAD PERlUTTED FuLL EXPLOITi.TI01J OF OUR 

COl-IPLETE .AIH SU.?ERIORITY 1,mILE AGGRESSIVE Al'ID i/lOBILE ~\HHY AND . 
. 

I1.ARnJEFORCES CLEARED THE HILLS· StJR:;OUNDING KBE SAUR BASE p 

KILLIITG AiID G..APTURIHG TIllE ENi!.l1Y, FIHDIlJG AnD DESTROYInG HIS 

SUPPLY CACHES AIID FOHTIl"IOATIONS,o OPN SbOTLA~ID 11 COI"1l1J:NCED' 

on 15 APRIL AiID GO:,,1TIUU'i!:S AT PRESENTo 

20 FOHCE LEVELS" OP11 PEGASUS nWLUD.bD 7 usr;tc BUS" 8 .ARI1y'BNS 

A~ID 3 ARVN' mJSo · THESE FORCES WERE I1'bEDIATELY PHASED Dmil~ 
AT Ttl...:; TERHINATION OF THE PEGASUS OPN o OPN SCOTLAND II 
OOHi:lEHCED Wlt!H 2 ArJIT Bns A,iD 4 MARINE EI~S UNDER .. 'iF HOTEL . 

(IUITIALI,Y TF GLICK) COWI.'I~'mING- OPERATIONS AGAIiWT NIIA FORCES 

IN l'HE AREA 0 
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l~o •• ;flSfGRf>TCOAST~~~ 
_ . . DIV A.O \·IAS nEJo~ b.lWA\,-DO;JJl OH KfWII\llfWAJf8WESo TBll ACD Rf",,;; 
" ~ B1\IGAnE WAS COl-1lUTTED AND DID HOT RETUIDI TO .l:CHE SAURo 4 US11C 

r:I~-S co:nnucT.GD OPus AT KHE SANH unTIL EARLY JUNE" In JUNE A 

HAJOR OPERATION WAS COiJDUCTED IN TEE ':;OUTHERrJ PORTION OF THE 

SCOTLAiID II AO" Ttm REGHlliNTSillITH SEVEl:{ ENS PARTICIPATED IN 

OPNS TO SELK OUTAi:lD DESTROY THE liNEHY IN AREAS· ~JIIICH PREVIOUSLY 

HAD NOT BESN fEUETRATED BY FRI;~:lJDLY FORCES" AHTILLERY SUPPORT 

WAS GOI·IrillNSURATELY INCREASED AnD FIRE sup PORT BASES WERE 

BSTADLISHED 0 THESE OPHS WE.RE CQ:t:,iPLETED IN IUD JUlffi 0 4 USl1G 

BHS R1.:lIADT IlT THE KIm SAim AI1EA" ADDITIOnAL BNS ALO.,;"G ROUTE #9 

~1]EST 0J3' eA LU nr TIm LlUWA8TER II AO SERVE TO AUGi.'.iE1JT THE 

ROAD SECURITY AJJD SUPPORT REQ.UIRED FOR TIill REPOSITIONDra OF 

. FORCES" UPON COdPLETION OF Ti E TRANSITIon TO A C0l4PLETELY 

MOBILE POSTDnE, Ttl/O ENS (,fILL R~iiAIU IE THE KHE SANH' AREAo 

3 0 EXTEHT OF ·OPN So 

·A" DUHIiJG TIlE PAST 2~ lI'IONTHS, OPERATIONS HAVE EXTENDED 

nORTH TO HILL 950 (XD 843456) AND JUST BEYOl'!D HILL 

881N' (X!) 775458), SOJ)lIE 9000 METERS FROl"! KSBo OPERATIONS 

EXTENDED WEST TO VICINITY Ll~G VEl (XD 793360) OVER 

8000 METERS FHOH KSB AiW WITHIJJ 2000 I'1ETERS OF THE 

LAOTIjiN BORDER 0 TO THE SOUTH OPEl1.ATIOl~S EXTEilrDED TO 

Xl) 9102651> ABOUT 17 gOOO :t-1.ETERS FROH KSB AIID iHTHIN 

4000 r-lETERS OF Tlill LAOTIA.:.; BORDER IN THAT DIRECTION" 

Do ADDITIO~:JALLYJ REGO,} PA THOLS OPERATE ~HTHIH TIffi AREA 

BOU~DED BY xD 69$8~. In 66529 XD 7729, AD 8523~ XD 9930, 

2 
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NORTHWEST J?ROI'1 KSB o 

AS THE MOLILE POSTURE IS ATTAIUED!) EFFORTS WILL BE 

HADE TO DEliJY THE ElHiiHY FREEDOH OF £40VEHEHT THHOUGH 

SURVEILLANCB lLID IHTERDICTIOl~ OF .LGimlfN ROADiJ£TS g 

AIID TIffiOUGH UJIPI,OYl.ffiUT OF GRAVEL InNES» S.G:i:lSOliS AND 

TEf.J.PORARY OBSTACLLS DESIG~l\.TED TO CAiIALIZE T1:fE EiJE1VlY 

IlJTO AREAS THAT PERMIT HAXDIUiJI USE OF OUR SUPPORTIHG 

Af'J1S o 

4 . ., .. CASUALTIES 0 DURDJG THE PERIOD 1 APRIL UNTIL HID JUNE 

CASUALTIl!]S IUCURRl!;D Alm IHF'LICT1!:D In TIlE JlliE SANE AREA HERE 

. AS FOLLOWS: 

FTIIEIIDLY: KIA 
WIA 

ENEDIY: KIA 
POW 
nm 

CSlrVC 

U"S., ARVU - -
431, 

2313 

3097 
54 

1047 
349 
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DECLASSIFIED 

PCV~ 
CG 
DeG 
tOFS 

1-Q¢1$3~ ~\AN6~ 
PAGE,nl0'ur~HMA 168 SEC RET· 
At1C ,REP,'DET- C . 
20 (U) D~SCUSSIONSt 

II I MA'F~" 
DEP,CG (USA) 
DEPCG' (USMC) 
DCIS (OPMS) 
:l M~/S9G3 
AC/5 9 Gil 

Iso 
MAJOR SUBJEyTS DISCUSSED ARE l'ITL~D AND OU!LINED IN FOLLOWING 
PARAGRAPH:". ' , 
30 (5) tKSCB PHASE DOWN:, . 

. A. C'-,MUSMACV MADE AN OPEtUNG srATE~1ENT SUMMAIHZED AS FOt,LOlAlSfl 
, 1£ DESIRE·; 'THAT CG ?CV PREPARE A SmmARY OF Or:ESlg,111!.ot~S JrrJTHE KHE SAHN 
'AREA SINC,:: 1 APRIL 613 0 THIS SUM~iARY SHOUtD I {lJCLftUE 'THE EXT!!:NT OF OUR 
'(l) NTHlUIW OPERATIONS NORTHp f'J.:ltrrH g EASY Mm t'IEST:PF'J'HE COMBAT BASE 
ITSELF. ~;:'1' SHOULD INCLUDE SiGNIFICANT STATISTICS" nWICATING THE OVER"" 
AL.L RESm. .... S oF-THESE, CljrHIMUING>OPERATIONS Q COMUSMACV THEN ASKED CG 
3RD MAR n "·V TO CUILI NE HIS PLAr~,fro'R :THE PHASE DO\1N OF FORCES CURRENTl.Y 

I ,OPERATING .IN THE KHE SAHNARE/h', !, 

~"" ".,·-1Jih·';£G, 3RD MAR DIVRES,PO ND~DBY QU1'LINUm PRESENT DIspo~aTIONSt 
f,"" DISPOSITIONS DURING AN INTERMED!ATE PHASE g ' Arm A FIMAL POSTURE TO BE 
I ,ACHIEVED EARLY IN JULY 1;1 HE STAtED THAT HIS lGOAl. IN REGARD TO RETRO<=> 

'GRADE OF' EQUIPf1Ef<JT WAS TO HAVE :ALt.'; NO NaHELICOPl'ER !RAf~SPORTABLE EQUiP'" 
'ME AND SUPPL.IES REMOVED'BY TH~rZ5TH OF JUNE. HE INDICATED THAt THERE 

A POSSIBrt.ITY O,F SOME SLIPPAGE ,HJ MEETING THIS DA'fEe A i"DJQR 

~~~.~~'i~,.,H~~~'~~'U~ESTIO ~O~~N . SRli=~tREIIIIIIII~ 
DECLASSIFIED 
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PAGE THREE Ror~HM'A' 168 S EC R E iT ' 
f4ATTItJG t10ULD REQUiRE ADDIT!f.H!Al.. DAYSo BRIDGH~G ON ROUTE 9 tn:u. BE 

RECOVERED AND USE OF ,THE ROAD TERMINAtED ~:1HEN THE PHASE DO\!.i[~ IS COr·1Pl.,E!E 

Co 'rHE FINAL POSTURE \HLL. POSTWN TWO BATTALIONS OPERAtING to THE 

WEST AND SOUTHWEST OF THE STUn"'CA'l$2" AREAo ECIHIOM'I_ OF FORCE MEASURES 

MAY REDUCE THIS ,FORCE TO OttlE tlATTAtlrHJ FOR GIVEN PERIODS OF TIME 

IN ORDER TO PRODUCE ADD!'fIONI-U" FORCC;; FOR r.tJOBIl .. E OPERATIONS ELSEWHERE 

IN THE 3RD DIVISION AOo HIS GONCEP! FOR cOrrrnWED OPERATIONS IN tHE 

KHE SI\HN AREA CALLS FOR ESrAB1.I$M~;ENT OF T~~JQ FIRE BASES POSITIOlJED 

fDRTH' AND SOUTH OF' ROUTE 9 'TOSU??O~rr ~~OBn.E£I HELICOPTJ SUPPLIED 

UNITS OPERATING TO THE, r.mR!H~ WEST AND SOUIHo THESE F!REBASES \HLL 

BE E~1?I.OYED EXTENSIVELY" THEIR OPERttTIO,NS \iILt BE INTEGRATED !wro A 

ooAO DENiAL PL.AN IN THE: SALIErlT SOUTH OF KitE slUm HHICM IHt.!.. INCLUDE 

THE USE OF' SENSORSo GRAVE1.. BARRIERS \'ilLL ALSO BEEMPl.OYED wITH GAPS 

PLANNlm 'fO PERMIT PASSAGE OF LONG :RANGE PATROLS!\> 

Do COMUSMAGVAPPROVED THE PLAN AND AUTHORIZE? CG PCV,TO PROCEED 

WITH ITS IMPLEMEt¥TAT10 N. ,',' , 

E. Gta PC" DISCUSSED THE EXPYOTPCE OF APPROXIMATEl.Y 120 TONS OF 

PAG E }to UR RUMHMA, 1,68 SEC RET, 

RETROGRADE CATEGORY AMMUNITION BURIED ON THE SOUTHERN SInE OF THE 

EAST !tHD OF THE RUNWAY" FOLLOWING A DISCUSSIONCOMUSMACV AGREEDT,HAT 

IT SHOULD BE BLOWN IN PLACE. BASED ON ENGINEl!:RESTIMAtES. RUNWAY 

Mt\TTI NG ~'I!LL BE REMOVED TO THE PO INT tvHERE CRATERING WIl.l.. BE EXPECTED 

1'110£11 THE DETONATION. 01HERWISEj' 'RUNWAY MATTING, 'WILL NOT BE RE£iIDVE;D.., 

4. (Sj OPERATION THORI ' 
AG Co'MUSMACV INQUIRED AS TO ,THE PROGRESSSEINGMADE BY THE PL.AtHHNG 

GROUP NOW IN SESSION. , :.- . 

B. !Xj~PCV OUTLIriED THE EVE,r~TS OF THE MORNING Pl.ANNING SESSION p 

AND THE Sl·ATUS OF PLAN DE VEl..OPf4E NT ~ HE THEN CALLED UPON THE DCG TO ' 

GIVE A REPORT OF THE SUB COMMITTj!E, FORMED TO CONSIDER COMMAND AND 

roORDINATION MAT!ERS~ 'i I' , 

Co DCG REPORTED THAT iHEB-~SIC REFERENCE HAD BEEN MACV DIRECTIVE 

95-1 t4}{ICM DEF'INES THE EXI'STINGFORWARD BOMB LINE AND THE FIRE SUPPORT 

OOORDINATED LINE. THE, SUBCOMMITTE HAD AGREED THAT THE LINJ!:S AS PR.ESENT'" , 

LV DRAWN ARE APPROPRIATE ANDADEQYATE FOR PHASE I OF OPERATION THOR J 

FOR PHASE II AND l11, HOWEVERt:THE FOR~4ARD BOMB LINE SHOULD BE REPOSI-

TIO NEIl TO co INCIDE WITH THE PR~5ENTLY DEFINED WEST AND NORTH BommARIEs f~~ 

~~ OF' THE CMLS~' UPON. COMMENCEfilENt OJi" PHASE IV THE F'ORt4ARD BOMB LINE '.~ .~~ 1m SHOULD RE\JF;R! to;: THE PRESEN'T TRACE,. DIRECTOR, 7TH AI'" TAce CONCURRED .:";~ 

I~~ S"EC·'R'ET ~~~.,~\1!~ 
!~~~~~~~ ~w~_· ... :r§; 

~V'/X\.'\7'/~~~'l'~'\.~,&:;/~~~W~r :{':_~,~ 
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THtROMAR'DIV 

~ :. __ .0-

ZNY SS5SS 
Z 0 220425Z JUN 58 
ii'M ZEN/TASK F'ORCE HOTEL COC . 
to ZEN/THIRD NARD IV COC , - .... -... IQJs.._I_~~}-.l.:..~} ()i.;. , t::: ..... - "'" 

FOR COl. DICK ' : --,- . r.fu'<../ cj;t 
ROL MSG SENT IN ADVANCE NORM~L RELEASE . 

Fl'l CG TASK FORCE HOTEL 
TO CG THIRD MARDIV 
BT 
SEC R ET 
SEVERAL NEWSMEN ARRIVED KSB 221015H WITH CIe REPo 
ONE OR TWO DESIRE REMAAIN FEW DAAYSo PHOTOGRAHING AND 
VISUAL OBSERVAI IONS OF EVACUAT ION EFFORT S ARE OBV lOUS.' 
UNODIR INTEND REPLY QUOTE NO COMMENT END QUOTE TO 
ALLHQUESTIONS RELATING TO EVACIDESTRUCTION PLANo 
THREAT Of NEWSNEN V IOLAT ING GROUND RULES PART ICULARLY 
Sf RaNG CONSIDER ING NEWS IMPACT INVOLVED BASIC 

SSSUEo 
GP-04 

-

BT ~ 0 3-. ~ o(/~.2.3V'-.l C:Oc" ~ 
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- ~-~~--~ __ ~r~~~ __ . 

F~Wl: co 3D llJUIDlV 
TO 3 )D- I·WtIllES 

" '.; 
-0 ' 

,3. llEQ ADVISE :nlIS HQS BY TELECON JWAILABILITY REQ InFO .ASAP.." 

il _ 

, JC _ 

(b . 
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\ 
\ 

Z JUN68 

. 'FRO~f: CG THIRD UARDIV 
TO: OG TASK FORCE HOTEL 

HQ. BN. '2rrIRD MARDIV 

//SEORETII 

OPCON 

1. GG 3D MARDIV AGSm.rn:S. OPOON F AlIJ"D R/2/3 WITH "Bit . OMD GRP 

RFF 201900H JUN68 A?ID PASSES SAUE TO fJQ, B:ti EFF SAt-1E'DTG FOR 

SECURITY OF QUAllS· TRl ASP AIlD, AS AVAILABLE, TO ASSIST III TEE 

DEFENSE OF Q,TO'[3,o 

l1-a-3 

. / • "f',:.- ~.' 

lIELBY·.~ 

.a 
SECRET 
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\!ul-i!' Ii'",T'::,}.: 
e, 

~cl: (1) 
(2) 
(3) 

3d Max Div SIS 20-67 (Central 1:Jl •• z.) {C) 
}laps; Vietnruu JI.l"li1 Series L7014, h 50 ~OOO~ Shept 6442 IV 

Roaa anti Trail overlay 
lid'iltration Route overlay 
Trarfi~ability overlay 

1. "General. The stuiy area consists of coastal lowla.ncis and iel ta plaiiw 
and is Ii'liviiad ',into four segments. These segments are generally a.lignell 
with the coast ani paranel on a.nother. They p:r.ogreS's in19ni froM. een-:!-y 
rolling sanl1 'beaches ~w. dunes, to a :)..ow area of rice eul tiva'tJ.on, L a 
flat slill'y plain with no signU,iemnt 'relief and finli\lly to another nr.::::::'Gtv 
strip of rice cultivation iInmeli\iate~t aijacent to l~ati.on<d Highws,y .'10 
~he bouniaries for this stuay al'ea are indicateS. on llnclooure \,J ,: 0 

2. G J.:lNERAL D&CRli'TIOl'i OJ!: THE AREA 

aQ Relief. The study area from the Gulf of Illon~in inl' .. nj to 1 kilo­
meters i8 ~haraGterizeQ by flat to gently yolling ~an~ beaches with ~omp. 

'stoep sani ciunes., Grounl.,slopes are normally less than 10 percent ;:;.nti 
: elevations are les;3 than 10 meters. A iUlle strip rises toWli.rli th.,. nv1 .. th~ 
w'est fO.rnl:ing a ricge with an a.verage eleva.tion of 20 "eters J';r;om Y .i26'Jl6~1 
to YD;05705. Immeiiately adjacent to ani west of the i1u.ne"t-rea is a low 
area of rice eultivation which averages 3 kilumeters in wiith par~lleling 

, the suna area. This area consists of poorly .rains. areas of riGEl oul ti­
, v(i.tion with elevations to 5 meters. The most prouinep.t relief features 
, a.re cUkes thitt are comllonly 0.5' to .200 mete:r.s high nn~ 0 0 I) to 1>05 meters 

wiae. Locally, the ground. is rough ;:mo. cHsectetl by ;: trE.illifi with steep 
banks, canals, ani irrigation ani erainage dit8hese .Further inlsni, from 
the foregoing area, terra.in changes to a sandy pi'am with a -wiGlth of 2 kilo", 
meters. This plain is virtually flat an(j :inter1ace. with sp£trliLiic low 
areas that 60ntain stamcling watero To the west and ae.jucent to Kation~\l li.:'::L ' 
way 7~1 :another strip of 1.'iee.!.nnd extends mlani for about l~OOO meters; 
it's characteristies are similar to the 1.'i8e pro4uaing ar~a a9seribe. 
above. TtJ.e most promment terrain feature in the i.:tuCly arr,a has tim 
elevatio~; of 46 meters .cHill 46) YD2147430 . :'. 

b. DramAAe& Ex.apt for the san. «une area in the east (YD265760 to 
YD305105) m.ost of ''the oouet;.,1 plain is poo:r.1y '1.'[, ined and is subject to 
se~lsonal ,inuniation. Principle cirain&ge is p::rovicie(' by the Ban Hd~ in 
the JlIiZ, Qlui the Cua Viet J.1::lversj the .w:ters of both are sluggish and. flow 
e£lstwari,. 'The ~en Ngu (J9nes I Creek YD257l) .reins the rjc~lanQs between 
the Gulf of Tonkin Iillli National Highway i'fl~ and flowe from northwest ·to 
southelil.St conne.ting thE! Ben Hai .w-t Cua Viet Rivers. The .den Ngu liiver 
is loeate. approxilruo.tely 6 kilometa;.-s inlarui :and paraE ~ls the COflst. 

WithIn the stu«y area all rivers are navigable by small craft. 

1';age 1. of 3 p~iges 
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e 6 Veget-ztion. Rice cultivation is the prim<.:.ry fom ':-f vegetatj.on 
in the coa.stal lowlanlis. ,~long the coast, santi dunes a:rf ~ ither b,.rrE-n 
or cove rei with clumps of .un~ gl.'ass. The coastal 1owlanl.s are open", 
seasonally inun.atee. :fielis surrountleti b;r iikes which are b1 tan Imei 
with heigerows. lJlIiivitiual .rice pacsies are COl'l'll.tonly 400 to 4000 square 
meters in area. 'jlhe remahlaer of the coastal lowlalli plains evilience 
grasslanli and bru.shwooi an. some thi,kets an. unt1erfir'Owtn~ 

i. Surface l1Qtel.'ial. SQl'la .. una areas are soft when wet b1;'.t .rain 
rapidly leaving the area saturatei for only short periocis oi' t,hne iuring 
Ioeal rainstorms. 1n contrast 9 the ricelands are condno1j.sly wet and fre­
quently floQ.lj(\ 1-'a!3.dy 80il is r(>latively fim wh(,n mOi!'lt but soft 
and miry when wet:' 

e. Cultural Features. The stuliy area contains vilh~P!3 a!ld haml~ts 
generally locatel'i along ilatioctl Highway /fl an4 rive's traversing the area~ 
lnti:igenous personnel are primarily engage.: in l.'ice 01.:.1 t ivat ion. 

a. Observation and Fie-lis of l~ir(~. ObSBr"'I:&t"i!: <:'c " fiE'lis of fire 
are generally goo. to fs.ir limitei. only by the s;.;ine of the sana iUlles 
whish parallel the coast roui heege:rowa sur.couniint:!: the villages anft riae 
p?ddies. 

b. Cover an. Concealoent. The stuliy a:ree a.f'iOrCB vf;;ry littlo cun­
cealment from aerial observation. Sanli «unes pa:roallel:ing th~ coastline 
affort1 gooli cover from flat trajectory firE" 8Ild fair concea]m0nt fJ'ol1l 
g::xmni observation. In riciJlane. a.!.'E'hS, Dlctturi"lg ,:rcps offpr some con­
Gealment from grouni obseI"rat i.on o 

e. Obstacles. 
(1) F;;t mov@men" i,E> slow in the soft sand and thrv1.1gb lUatu'rjng 

(2) Trackei vehicle'3 will usuliLl1y be restdcteEi by soft ana 
mi7!Y pa&dy soil 8na numerot..s i:i.kes ani! citchf'E\, 

(3) Rivers, s tre;J.ms 1 ana canals s.re u;:;uf.lly too dee}! to be 
foriei by foot troops, whee18c vehieles, ''tIHl tanks, Of pa'Uc11lar note 
is the Ben l.gu RiVal.' (YD2571~ Jone$1 (.j~~ek) whi~h presf;:l"'ts <> :1t .. j0r bftl':riel:', 
tv lateral troop and vehicular movement. The rivE':c bc.nl:S are gra«u.a.l 
slopes cino can be eflsilytrav>"l:'sei by LVTPo·5's" 

a. Br>.n Hai River 
b o Ben Ngu River 
e. Cua Viet River 
i.. HighGr terrain in the ~unes li.rea (ID2575 an. YD2614) .ominatE's 

surrouniing areas aml oorllaa:n(~S approaches into the :northern hamlets 
bounieli by the Ben Ngu RiVer ",,1181 the Gulf of lJ:onkirl. 

X'age 2 of 3 pages 
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a.. In the stu.y area, tho network of n[;Yigable c{nals, streams &:fl' 

rivers QfforEis the best me8.1l.::; of approach. 
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PP RUMHVP 
ZNY SSSSS 
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OP CHIEF--". 
C;-- '"7, '~\' o. 
\"-') \rJ (;\ 
\...~ ~, H, \.J. _--=-"'~" -

PTTSZYUW RU~1UGRA3331' 1760814-SSSS· .... RUNHMA Rur'1HVP'~li 
ZN)' SSSSS, 
P R 240814Z JUN 68 
FMCG 1 II MAF DNG,' 
TO RUMH~1A/CG PROV CORPS V PHB 
INFO RUMHVP/CG THIRD MARDIV DGH 
BT 
SECRET 
SUBJ: PSYOP SUPPORT FOR OPERATIO~~ -THOR" (U) . 
REF: Ao CG,PCV MSG DTG 220950Z JUN 68 
B. fORCE ORDER 3410.1B 
10 (5) fOWR. QfG..Vf$r((f~ ft fOfL "'~YtTtttJ,. I~oe SLlfft)~r Til 
EXPLOIT EFFECT, OF f'1ASSED FIREPO~1ER TO BE ENPI-OYED Itl 
OPEHATlm~ "THOR" APPROVED. III MAF PSYOPS RESOURCES 
PREPARED SUPPORT YOUR REQUIREH1EfaTSo 
29 (C) AS RESULT FORCE PSYOP OFFICER AND 'PSYOP OFFICE 
PCV, DISCUSSION,7TH PSYOP BN HAS DEVELOPER THREE LEAFLETS 
AND WILL PRODUCE ~lINH1Ur'1 15 ~lILLION LEAFLETS EXPLO IT IrJG 
TWO MUTUALLY AGR8ED THEMES (FIRE POWER,SAVE YOURSELF)o 
ANTICIPATE TQTAL PRODUCTION COMPLETED NLT 1 JULY. 
30 (5) MACV AUTHORITY FOR DELIVERY OUT OF COUNTRY TARGETS 
IN SUPPORT OPERATION.-THOR" OBTAINED BY TELECONv SPECIFIC 
DETAILS FOR DISSEMINATION Aim TOT SHOULD BE REQUESTED ACCORD 
REF B. 
GP-4 
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; ii4~i~-£.'~~~:~_:;---!~/J~. ~ ..... __ z JUN6B 

, FROM: '--t"f" 1,;' .'~ \ MARDIV 
TO:, CG TF BarEL 

, THIRD MARINES 
NINTH MARINES 
HQ B~, THIRD MARDIVo Q~C~ :'., ' 0 
TWELli"l'H IvrARlNES I. -,' , 
FIRST AMTRAC BN ' \.J i." \ I. • __ ~ 

INFO :TIiIRU MARDIV (MINUS ACTI nw-~D~S ) 
CO P av D\... tr 

//SECREr// 

CONCEPT OF OPNS: 3D MARINES 

10. ,!3ITUAT I ,ON 13 

A 0 ENEMY: THERE ARE INCRF'.ASED INDICATIONS OF ENEMY ... 
.'.'." 

PRESEN CE IN LEA~HERNEC15. S'QUARE.. SEE PERINTREPS AND, 

O1'JBRENT INTSUMS 0 I J 
\:i 

Bo FRIENDLY: NO CRANGE 
; " 

21:> ~ISS!ON~ 3D MARDIV CONDUCTS' OPNS IN LEATHERNECK SQUARE 

TO SEEK OUT AND DESTROY THE J!NEMYll AND FrND A1ID DESTROY HIS 

FORTIFICATIONS/INSTALLATIONS/SUPPLIES e 

.3 0 ¥,tXEQUT! O! a 
.. .. 

A 0 CONCEPT OF OPNS: ONE HEGT WITH THREE BNS OONDU eTS 

OPNS WITHIN A DELINEATED AREA OF LEATFERNEOK SQUAREI ' 

KENTUCKY AO.. COMBINED HELICOPTERBORNE AND GROUND OPNS 
, , 

WILL BE DESIGNED TO 'SEEK OUT AND FIX THE ENEMY. CORDON 

OFF THE ENEMY.' DESTROY HIM BY SUPPORTING FIRES. AND 

, 1 .... ~~~ 
~J 

SECRET 
DECLASSIFIED 



/< 

DECLASSIFIED 

Bo 3D MARINES I;> 

,(1) BE PREPARED TO RELINQUISH RESPONSIBILITY FOR NAPOLEONI 

SALINE A 0 TO 1ST A}~TRAO BN 0 

I ' , 

(2) PLAN A11])' CONDUCT OPNS AS D~CRIBED :IN DELINEATED AREA 

OF LEATHEIUffiCK SQUAREG 

(3") BE PREPARED TO ASSUME OPOON OF 1/3 ( ... ) (3 COS) AND' 2/'0 ' 
.I ~." 

(4) PASS OPCON ONE CO l)j TO FIRST Al1TRAC BN FOR SECURITY 

AT MAl, XA TRIo 
, , 

\, " 

i 
1-"" 
I 

(1) ON ORDERt) RELINQUISH J1ESPONSI13!LITY FOR DE~l'NEATED 

OPERATION AREA OF KENTUOKY AO TO 3D MARIlI.TES.. ,,"/ 

(2) ON ORD~Rg OHOP 1/3 (-) (3 COS) TO 3D MARlNES 0 BE 

PREPARED TO ASSUME OPOON OF TWO COS FROl"I TF HOT:g:L~ 
, ' , 

,(3) ON ORDER CHOP ONE CO OF 1/9 TO HQ BNtJ 3D ~RDIV 9 QTCB o 

(4JPROVIDE ROUTE #1 CONVOY SECUR~Y~ WITH Rm.1AINING CO OIl 

1/)0 

(5) CONTINUE PRESENT MISSION~ 

D 0 ... TF ........ H .... OTMiiiE .. ~o 
" ',~ 

(1) ON ,ORDER dHOP, TWO '60s TO 9TH MARe 

(2) ,ON ORDER, CHOP 2/3 (<OJ) (2 COB) TO 3d MARlNES o 

CONTINUE PREsE~~:MISSIONo . '. , 

SECRET 
DECLASSIFIED 



-. 

PREPARED ~O ASSUME OPCON O~ ONE CO OF 1/90 

(2) CONTINUE PRESENT MISSION(t , 

F '-' 12TH MARINES 0-

, (1) ENSURE ADEQUATE ARTY SUPPORT FOR OPNS 0 ..... 

Go 1ST 'AHTRAO 'BNo 
't') 

(1) ON ORDER ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR NAPOLEON! 

SALINE AO. 

(2) ON ORDER ASSUME OPCON ONE CO 1/3 FOR SECURITY 

MAl XA THI ON OR ABOUT 25 JlJNE 68s. 

He OOORDINATING INSTRUCTIONSo. 

(1) AREA OF 3D MARINES OPN.. SEE OVERLAY PASEPc. 

(2)" FORCES AVAILABLE FOR 3D MARINES OPN2 ONE REGT 

, OF '. T11REE BITS (t 

(3) D ... DAY: TENTATIVELY 26 JUNE 68G 

(4) DURATION OF OPN: ESTum.TE 3 DAYS 

, (~') PLAN, AND CONDUCT OPNS lAW GUIDELINES MY 22052$2: 

MAY68 0 

'( 6 ) ,DIRLAUTHALCON 0 

4<> AD}11NISTRATION AND LOGISTICS o NO CFANGE", 

_0, COMMAND, AND, Cpmmm:CATI ONS ... ELECTRONICS 0 NO C'FfANGE(j 

GP,.,q.' 

CON ::/.';J..d) REL BY 

SECRET 
DECLASSIFIED 

,'''' . . ~; , 



DECLASSIFIED 

~W - ~1 ~ ~~~. ': ' f"\P>f' ~ 
I~~ . -- 'e~.:~~tiTR -4 TH'RD MARn. • if'" '\J" > ~ ~ ~~ -~'o/~ - ,,' -n" - ',... :-.'V'/",,,-w, 
, '"'"" 'b0 .- " - ~ ." <#. , 

...."\ ,"'"'! I'i-F 1 
. ;' : ... :! L : 

Zi~Y ·S5· .,;,::)5 
!? .. 2i~ ~ 0302: .. !UN 68 ZFF ... 1 
~I'I ";u I II MAr DNG RVN 
TO RUMUHFA/COMUSMACV SGN 
;~N~'O fiUHHHQA ICINCPAC 
RUHHBRA/CINCPACFLl 
RU'INB Ul../COMSEVEN!HFL r 
RUHHFr1A /eG FMFPAC 
RU HG eR ICO!t!P H-lB PA C 
RQVGVlXVQG PROV CORPS V CP HOCHMUTH 
P'U~jHLA/CG FIRST MARDIV DNG 
~UMHVP/CG THIRD MARDIV DONG HA 

filfMHAI>1/CG flRST MAW DNG 
RUfilLMPA/CG F'ORLOGCO{'lD DNG 
FiUMHMB/CG FIRST AIR CAV DIV CAMP EVANS 
RUti1H~,B/CG ONE ZERO ONE ABN DIV GIA LE 
FWt:1HIC leG AMERICAL. D1 V CHU LA! 
RUYr~BJA/CTG SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT 
RtJKG CR ICTG SEVEN SIX 
RUABQL/CTF SEVEN NINE OKl 
RUYSUAC/CTG SEVEN SIX PI FOUR 

~4if03 2 ,~JUAJ ~<l (1-3-

PAGE TWO RUMUGRA3383 SEC RET 
RUMFUAE/CTG SEVEN SIX PT FIVE 
RUYSUAC.~TG SEVEN NINE PI FOUR 
RUMFUAE/CTG SEVEN NINE PI FIVE 
RUHGCR/CTU SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT PT NINE 
3T 
SECRET 
PROPOSED ARG ISLF SCHEDULE 1'1 RST QTR F'v tS9, (1.,1) 
Ao CINCPAC 270421Z APR 58 (NOTAL) 
!u REF A DIRECTED REHABILITATION ROTATION TO SUBle BAY WITH SL7 

Er>1,BARKED BE RESUl'1ED N'O LATER THAN 1 JULY EXCLUDING OVERRIDING' 
REQUIREMENT FOR RETENTION OF SLF~S ASHORE9 
20 SLF BRAVO (sLT 2/7) EMBARKED 15"'16 JUNE AND HAS PROCEEDED TO 
SUB IC BAY. . .-
3. UNODIRpOR UNLESS TACTICAL SiTUATION ASHORE PRECLUDESsINTEND 
EMBARK SLF ALF.tt MID JULY UPON RETURN OF ARG ALF'AFROI1 SUSIe 
HHe. . 

_ (4.0 TO PROVIDE ADVANCE INfO TO ALCON liTHE FOLLOWING ARG ISU' 

;-'J" . 

~CHEDULE IS PROPOSEDoTHE EXTENSION BEYOND 30SEP IS INCLUDED 

)~~~MN~ ;~" TW'ffl~:~~~~rJ:~).A:S~~B~E~E~NIIIIIII~ l_~ :2l.jI'~I2U·~ '6 6' ~ 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

PAGE THREE RUMUGRA3335 SEC RET 
A3 ARG/SLF ALFA (eIG 76 0 4/7904) 

LIZ1 JUL BLY OPCON THIRD ~ARD~V 
i0"'21 JUt. ARG ENRIUPKP SUSIe 
15 JUl.-THIRD MARDHI COMM~NCE fORM NEW .BLT H~"'COUNTRY (I. 

22"29 JUL (Bit. 11M) DANANG 
32 :,.\UL a 12 AUG AVAIL SPECOPS III MAli ~ARG !N SUPPO'RT 

.?'u17AUG (BA. nIH) AT SEA 
lC'" .',,!AUG AVA 11. SPECOrS I II MAF ,ARG IN SUPPORt 

!-2 ;;>~:> ARG ISLF ENR SUSIe 
5-19 SJi~ I!!.HG ISI .. F UPKP lilEHAB !TRNG SUB IC 
20-21 SEP ~NR ~VN 
22 SEP-5 ~C'! 1\\>i1L SPECOPS III filAF gARG IN SUPPORT 

B(! ARG/SLF BkA'J\ <CTG 7605/79 ( 5) 
1 ... ·3 JUL !RNG SUt3'(C 
4""5 JUt. ENR RVN 

,;S JUL TRIPOLI RELiEVE VALLEY FORGE AS C'!G 161,1 5./79 0 5 

FLAG SHIPo 
7"'19 JUt. AVAIL SPE"';OPS UI MAl" 9ARG IN SUPPORT' 

'1 2~"'24 JUL <BIL Rlr) AT SEP. 
:;a, JUL-7 AUG AVAIL SPECO?S IU MAl' llA~G IN SUPPORT 

PAGE FOUR RUMUGRA338\', S l~: eRE T 
8"13 AUG mIL R/H) D~,~ANt: 

14-31 AUG AVAIl ... SPECOI>S In ItlAr,ARG IN SUPPORT 14"iSAUG' 

19 AUG OFFLOAD HMM 265 
30""31 AUG ARG ENR IUPKP SUBle: 
1-5 SEP (Bit. R/H) AT S>~A 

t SEP LOAD HMM 265 
I 5·~ is SEP AVAIL SPECOP~, III Ml\F ,ARG IN SUPPORT 

! 20-25 SEP (8/1.. R Iii) DJ-) NAt~G ' 

I~~ SEP-S OCT AVAIL SPECOPS III MAr.ARG IN SUPPORT 

.,~.~gQUEST APPROVAL OF SCHEDULE PR.0PO~ED.PARf~ 40 

i~~ Sf'-CRET I~,~AW~~~~ 
DECLASSIFIED 



~~~,~~,,-,,".~,,=~-,"~ '~~="-"'''''''''''' ~"" .... "-.""=,"-.,,""-~"'" -""= .... 
" 

• 
DECLASSIFIED 

i~: ~ ~IS. 966 ,r C
f 

fj D V t' 
Z 24 135· 'Jilli I -(\j.hl.\.~l ·,·~.9(',AU,' '~Or Ei l'i'WI CV·, PCV Jin'.}9. , \ I~ ._ e'd/J t;wc 
TO RUN HV PI CG " ii'JAR D I V DG H ~~[q.J1Il 
INFO riUMHVP/CO 108TH AhTY GP DGH . ,.J r .• 

RUP1Hi'lB/CO 1ST aN 83D ARTY CEE G-2 V;j 0 
~T E C' R E r AVII-AT '04140 oero" . ----.4.:1...J 

SU8J:AI1.TILLEI1Y MOVEMEi{T SCHEDULE "THOR (~~ 
i. (81.; RE(.)UEST THIS HEASQUARTERS 8E ADV ~~(fly ELECTHICA 
PLAN TO SCHEDULE MOVE;\lE[~T I.4ITHL-) YOU.ri t\ 'E"COT'F/OnNiE F LOW 
IN OPERATION THOR: M 
4TH BNl2TH IfJAR ' 
K BTKY, 4TH EN 15TH MAR --...;,.J:.. __ 

1ST 8" HOW 8TR Y 
2D Br-J 94TH ARTY (IN COORDINATION i~/IJ2,rH GP) 
1ST EN 83 DARTY ( IN COORD INAT IOIJ \UCO 1183 AnI Y) _ 
2. (S) BTR Y A, 1ST BN 83D ARTY vJILL NOVE BY LAND FRO;'l} LlJANE, 
AN)) WILL ARRVIE DOtJGHA AT 0213G0H .WL 68 0 BTrtY B&C 1ST B~~ 83D 
ART Y WILL MOVE BY, SEA AND WILL ARfH VE ON THE !~ORT H SA NK OF' THE 
VIET AT DONG. HA AT 021200H JUL 68. 

',,, 
PAGE 2 RU,'iH • .jA 467 SEC RET 
3. (U), REQUEST. REPLY INCLUDE: 
A DEPARTURE LOCATION 
B DEPARTURE TIME (LOCAL). 
C ROUTES 
D DEST I ;JAT ION' 

~ ETA AT DESII~ATION (LOCAL). 

NOTE :fJOVE~I£NT' SCHEDULE FOR 1ST BN 6ij AiHY wILL BE BASED ON 
DEPARTURE Fi-W;'J DONG HA. •. ' . 

QUA 

~
F SECRUklTY . 

. 4. (8) St:CURITY AND ~OVE;~lE1JT ARHA}:J;EMENTS
o 

SHOUUi PRECLUDE UN­
SCHEDULED HALTS THAT WOULD EXP(SE TH£ 5ATTEriIES TO ENEi~Y FIRE. ALL 
BATTERIES i'lUST BE.IN POSITION AiJD J1EADY TO F'IkE BY tHGHTFALL Ol~ 2 

~
JULY 1968.. . . . . . .' . 
5. (U)REQUEST REP.LY HJDICATE THE ESTIMATED SCHEDULE AND CAPACITY' 
Of' RESUPPLY CONVOYS THAT 3D i~AR DIV \;iILL BE ?i<EPARED TO SECURE' DURING 
THE PERIOD D&2 TO D&STO ALL OF THE THOK FSB'S . 

. 6. CUL REQU~ST ~EPLY BE!lRANSMITT~D IN SUFFICIENT TIME TO ARRIVE AT 
THIS HEADQUARTER S NO LATER .1 HA:~ 26120.i:iH ·JU N SSe 
7. (u) DIRECT COORDINATION BE:TWEEN ADDRESSEES IS 
GP"4 

'J-,/ J3S0;Z~£JY 
SECRET • 

" 

DECLASSIFIED 

AUT HOR IZED 0 

~~.~Sll 



DECLASSIFIED 
··F.;;'.~~ ","""T-ii..., , ,.,.~" 

'.. . ~""."*' -t't-rRET •• _11 \:~~~~ ~ u 
.:-::;!:-~ 

TM'RD MARO I V .- .. ------.----~~ :~.~.?Ji 

(/ ',t~OVE 
V\ ", P C r{\ EF -~IH-1ItT"~ 

\ " -:: I "i 0 
: ~,"' 1 ~ \ . • 

pp. .... ~ . Z NH SSSSS . . . . 1'.' _ ,; \I'd () PTTSZYYY RUMUGRA33821761720-SSSS ...... RUMHM1 RUMlrM~"RtJMHMt3' ~!1'n"Mr-~4 Z NY 5SSSS ZrD RUMUGRA . ,- ~. f' Q' P g41'l20Z JUN 68 : ,,;jr" . FM CG HI MAl' DNG RVN ." . ,~, TO RUMUFKA/CDR SEVENTHAr TSN'RVN _~~v " ~ ~W~A~~~~H~~'~6M~~~Ag~G s~~NRVN . :i9c ~oq~~~~QN .......... RUMHMA/CG PROVCORPS V PHO NO. UL/; ~OMSEVENTHFJ..~T . . RUMHVP/CG THIRJ) MARDIV DGH RVN ... ~~-, RUNGeR/eTF SEVEN SEVEN RUYNBJAlCTG SEVEN ZERO PHEIGHT , , RUHGCR/CTU SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT PI NINE R UNHtW/nfO rO'JR FIVE SAC DNG RVN RUMHAlUVMCJ OlliE DNG RVN RUMHMB/DASC VICTOR PHS RVN RUMHMA/DETFOUR FIVE FIRST MI 8N 'CARS) PHB RVN BT " 
SEC RET 
AERIAL RECONNAISSANCE SUPPORT OF O~ERAAT!ON THOR (li) Ae'COMUSMACV 211415Z JUN 58 (NOTAL) Bo ADMINO III MAF 220054Z JUN 68 (NOTAL) 
PAGE nro RUMUG 
A3382 E C RET 

MACV ATT : MACJ211 7TH AF ATTN: DOCR-I/J2 lASE PART I-FOR 7TH AF . 10 THE FOLLOtHNG MSN REQIESTS ARE SUBMITTED IN SUPPORT OF OPERAtION THOR AS SET FORTH BY REF A.REF B REQUESTS TH,/\L . VMCJ ... 1 BE DESIGNATED To FLY ALL III MAr AERIAL RECONNAISS'ANCE OBJECTIVE~ IN SUPPORT OF OPERATION THORo Ao REG NO o 1M.392'A;, . . 10 OPERA·TION THOR 2~ VERTlCAL/S?LlT VERTICAL/HAP 3. 1:8,000 NEGATIVE SCALE 40 YD0068~2877~0070-2879 5 .. I, K,L FOR CONTINUOUS tARGET' Dl!:VELOPMENT AND SDAe 6. 1 DIA·POS·l DUP NEG TO 45TH MID!)l DIA POS TO PIlC,!!! MAF'c 70B TO MACV FOR CICV ClIB R211,7Ar FOR.DOCR-I/J2 rASE DISB,DIPS,CG III MAr,CG PCV,CG 5'RD MARDIV,CTG 700B AND CIU 701$8.9 D TO 45TH MID. EoHO! REPORTgPRIMARY MEANS BY COVERED TTY CIRCUITS TO PCV/FSCC(!08TH ARTY GRPoDONG HA) :8ACK UP BY VOICE AN.D EFFECTIVE SERIES OF JO AUTHENr\ TICATION CODES. ' 8. I 9. SEE REMARKS 100 UNTIL 'TERMINATION OF THOR . 110 NO . 12 Q TO BE FLOwN ON D~3 AND D-1 AT ANYTIME OF DAVelO BE FLOWN ON D-DAY AND DAILY THERE AFTER AT MID AFTERNOON UNTIL THE OPERATION TERMINATES Q 
STRIP BOUMDED BY OPERATIONAL AREA YD0~ 8-2817-2690~14975 92~00 P ~,tI17t1.o'zh'"..) S(cRrt ;J,l1ti--•• 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

PAGE THREE RUMUGRAS38P. SEC· R E T 
80 REG NO. Ul.393AF' l"~ ;;AME AS IM392AF 0 ljo YD0070-2879-0072-2S879 5-12 SAMEo 
Co REQ NO o IM.394AF 1 ... 3 SAME AS rM39~AFo 4. YD0072-2S81-0074-2883o 5-12 SAME. 
D. REG NO o IM39; AI" 1-3 SAME AS 1M 0001-2883-0076-2885. 
5 ... 12 SAMEo 
Eo REG NO o IM395AF 1 .. 3 SAME AS IM392 AF I) t{o YD0076 .. 2885-@07S-2887 0 5-12 SAME. 
F" REQ NO o IM397AF 1 

.3 SAME AS IM392AF. 40 YD0078-2887~0080~288SI) 
5~12 SAME. 
Go RtG NOo IM398AF 1-3 SAME AS IM39~AF' I) 4. YD0080-288S ... 0082"'2891. 5- 12 SAMEe 
Ho REQ .NO. II'I399Af 1-3 SAME AS 1OO392AF. 40 YD0082-289J-0084m2S93. 5 .. 12 SAMEo 
10 REG ·NO o IM400AF 1-3 SAME AS IM392AF. 4. YD0084"'2893-0086-2895o 5-12 SAMEo 
J. REQ NO. IM401AF 1-3 SAME AS IM3~2Af • 4. YD0085-2895-0088-2897. '-12; "03. !; 

Ko REQ NO. IM402AF 1"'3 SAME AS IN392AF 0 4. YD0088·2897-0090-2899 o 5-12 SAMEo 

PAGE FOUR RUMUGRA.3382 SE C .R E T Lo REQ NO o IM403AF 1-3 SAME AS IM392AF. 40 HD0090-2899-00S2-2801o 2 .. 15 SAMEo 
Mo REQ NOo IM404AF 10 OPERATION THOR 2. PHOTO VERT/SPLIT VERT/HAP So 118,000 NEGATIVE SCALE 4D YD000680-000920 u 002685·002925. 5. K,L FOR CONTINUOuS TARGET DEVELOPMENT AND BDAo 6. 1 DIA POS 1 DUP NEG TO 45TH MID, 1.DIA POS TO PIle III MAYo 70 B TO III MAF,PCV,3RDMARDIV,MACV AND 7TH Ar.D TO lj5TH MIDo 80 ON 'CALL 9 0 AS REQUIRED 10. N/A 110 NO 120 THIS MISSION IS Nor TO BE FLOt~N UNTIL SPECIFICALL.Y REQUESTED BY PHONE. PREPLAN NED TO PROVIDE !fOR GN-CAtf fl'll/E 

AGE OF THOR AREA AS REQUIREMENTS MAY 
EVELOP DURING OPERATIONAL PERIODo 
N. REG NO. IM405AF 1-3 SAME AS HI412l4AF" 4._ YD002685-002925q00~692· 012149.32. 5-12 SAME 
O. REQ NO. IM406Ajf 1 .. 3 SAME AS IM404Aro 4. YD004692-004932-006700· 006940e 5-12 SAME 
Po REQ NO. IM407AF 1-3 SAME AS HM04AF' 0 4. YD006700-006940-008705-012189500 5~12 SAME 

~m Go REQ NO 0 IM408AF 1-3 SAME AS IM404AFr& 40 YD008705-008950-100712-~ 1009510 5-12 ~AME 
1-3 SSECRi£0f\r. YDl 109AF 40 

~~~~r&i§ 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

PAGE FIVE RUMUGRA3382 SEC RET 
120g62~ 5-12 SAME 

S. REQ NO o IM~10AF 1$3 SAME AS !M404AF. 4. YD120720-120962-140725-

1409700 5-12 SAMEo 
T. REQ NO. IM41lAF 1-3 SAME AS IM404AF. 4Q YDt40725-140970-160732-

1609600 5-12 SAME 
U. REQ NO. IM412AF 1-3 SAME AS IM~04AF. 4. YD!607!2-160960&180740~ 
1809480 5-12 SAME 
V. REQ NO. IM413AF 1-3 SAME AS IM40.AF~ 4. YD180740-180948-200745-

200935. 5-12 SAME. . 
Xo REG NO. IM414AF 1-3 SAME AS JM404AFo 4. HD200745~200935-220750-

220925. 5-12 SAM~ 
Y. REG NO. IM415AF 1 ... 3 SAME AS IM404AF 0 40 YD220750 ... 22092S-24075S'" 

240910. 5-12 SAME 
2. REQUEST VMCJ~l MAINTAIN ONE AIRCRAFT ON 45. MINUTE ALERT FROM 
D-DAY TO D PLUS 60 REQUEST STANDARD CO~F'IGURATION TO .INCLUDE PHOTO­
FLASH CARTRIDGES DURING THE HOURS OFDARKMESS.Hl THE EVENT THE 
ALERT AIRCRAFT IS LAUNCHED,REQUES1 THE ALERt BE RECONSTITUTED 
WITHIN TWO HOURSoF'OR PLANNING PURPOSES ANTICIPATE A MAXIMUM OF 
FOUR SORTIES DAlLY TNLAUNCHED FROM ALERT STATUS. 
So IT IS FURTHER REQUESTED THAT BLUE TREE RECONNAISSANCE AGAINSt 

PAGE SIX RUMUGRA3382 SEC RET 
TARGETS XNK"'47.3 THROUGH 476 AND IN,,·COUN'fRY RECO.NNAISSANCE TARGETS 
IZ0400A THROUGH 407A BE SOSPENDED FOR THE OPERATIONAL PERIOD D ... 5 

TO D PLUS 6.· . . . 
PART II-FOR FMAW . \ . . 

40 REQUEST 2451H SAC BE TASKED FOR stAR COVERAGE OF 1M AREA BOUNDED 
BY YD2577-XD7064 .. XD7084-YD 1497 CI ALL MOVING TARGETS IN THE OBJECTIVE 

AREA WILL BE REPORTED TO DONG HA DASC/FSCC BY .IN-Fl.IGHT REPORTS. 
A" EEl FOR THIS"MISSION IS TO DETECT ANY MOVEMENT BY ARMOR OR 

ARTILLERY BY THE ENEMY, DURINGIDARKNESN OCCASIONED BY THE IMPACT 
OF BOMBARDMENT RESULTING FROM OPERATION THORe 
Bo THIS IS A PRIORITY II MISSION AND t·,ILL SUPERSEDE ·IN ... COUNTRY RE ... 
CONNAISSANCE PLAN TARGET IZ801l.S AND IM237LS, IF A L.IMITATION OF 

J 

ASSETS NECESSITATES. 
GP-4 

,~~ 3T 
!~ 
I~ . 

-~ ~~~~~~ SECRET 
DECLASSIFIED 
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I 

CPU ? 'liP 7 . _ .. 
mED 1~_5 0 q q ,ft' 1i.ruN 68 

. 1M: CD 'lHI:m:J HARDlV 
'It): CG P(1l HiB 

• ~""'\ '-Ii! 

, t .r"U 
INFO: 00 III KAF \ ,f\C1\ON 
I/s"§' C R B TI/ 

O.PERAnOl~AL DISmEPANCI RPT 

~" ON 24JON68 J.229!i KHE SANa DilSO RECm:V.iID A ~EST FIIDK A GltiD UNIT 
EOR IMl1ED AIR SUP.r.. ELEc.rOOlaa SURmLLAN~ EQUIP CONFIIl~ED LOCATION OF 

NVAi,VC CONCENTRAtION" . b 
2.. XHE S~iIH DASO INITIATED A .RE(JJEST K)R.. J!VE (5) FLTS OF AOFT OON- . ( . ~ 
FIGURED 'i'U'l'H HIGH DliAG OOMBS AtW.NAPALl"lHlOH DASC "ii". A'1122SH~ mE V 

. . . q~oS 

3ASO 'tV" DU'lY ~w INFOdD KRE SANH DASQ 'lHAT 1HE .R&'1JEST WASI\UNREASO~iA1Lg~ 

-- 3\1 ATAPPBOX l~H TV;:) (2) ~TS OF UNEXPEGTED Acn ARllIVEDIii 'lHE TGT, . 
ARJA.. IT IS ASWMED '!BAT THESE FLTS 1iERE SUilT IN RESPONSE TO '.!BE f1i£QUEST 

SUBaT'.CED 'lWO AND ONE HALF HaS EARh"mRo 

41' t.lHE Grum· ,UliIT WHICH HAD RI!'/;;lUES~ 'lHE m.tED SUPT WAS UNDER MOR'lAR. 
A~ac AND UNAIU TO OONTIDL m sTRIKE,; '!HE OPOORTUNI T:l 10 HIT A LUcaATIVE 

TGT WAS LOST .. 

.. 
50 . RE~UEST PROOmUftES BE RMiWED 

GP...J,. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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DECLASSIFIED 

-- SECRET 
co.... CNTR THIRD MARDIV 

f -~ ~ " 
._-" I .... '· . ,.: ...... , l.J 

c.-//' ~:;::< ~~~, "i ..... ~ ~/~~ 
",. '-"'. r.--" ..:,-..; 
,-

, ••• 'Zl RU~lHVP RUI~Hi;1B 
DE RUiflHMA 500 1770652 
Z~JY SSSSS ' 
Z 250S48Z JU~ 68 
Fi'l CO ;IU.,Mi1 CV 'CO PCV PHB 
TO R U:i1 iN?1 C8 3D filAR D IV DG H 
fiUMffi1S/CG 1ST ACO CES 
nT 
S E C'R ET AVII~GCO 04150 
SUBJECT: UNIT D~PLOY~£~T. (ti) 

, ~ ..... ~ .... , . 

.. ') i'J 0 
- • f • • 

~--~=--..,<! 

THIS i"ISG I.~ TWO PART S. PART I 1'0.1 CG ';i) ,ljAR 0 IV It 
10 (S) Rr.:TUKi'J OPCON OF, C/3/5 CAV j~ND D/liSi CAV TO CG 1ST ACD SO 
AS TO AWUV£ NLT 270800H JUtJ . 
PART II FOR CG 1ST ACD. . . . ~~ 
2. (S) ASSUMi opeON OF" ABOVE UrJITS UP01~ AltfdVAL YOUR ~ ~.., .. 
GP-4 . ' , \ "~"""A !. 'lT~54'/;s 2' ,)t~"J6~ .' P. - G.- 3{ J2t:0rl~"') .~ a-I 1m . S . 

;~~ ECRET ,~~~~~~~~ 
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"ONFIDENTIA 
CONN CNTR 

.. 

FROM: CG ',rHIRD l·1ARDIV 
TO: CG TF HOTEL 

FIRST 1·1ARINES 
TVlELFTH MAHUrES 

IUFO: ·THIRD MARDIV (HI1WS ACTIOl'f ADDEES) 

//COHFIDENTIALII 

DISPOSI TIOJ!.l OF FonCES 

A" NY 221534z JUN 68 
-. ~ ... "" ... ~ 0 f \., ) • 

'; • I i ~ .. "", 
r:-.. ' • ., i 

.... ,,-~ 

i 
10 IN IHPLEMENTUm REF A, FOLrJOWI~:G DISPOS1:TIOUS 'tf. 

I~·r; T \ ON 7'_~c6.:..."'-~, -~: EFFECTED: 

Be TF HOTl:;L U1LL RETAIN B.ESPONSIBILITY FOR SCOTLAND II AO 

EXTENDED VlITH 4TH r1ARINES Al~D 3 OHGAIUG Ems.· TWO BNS 

GOUDUCT OPHS FROH FIRE SUPPORT BASl.;S WEST TOWARD 

KRE SANE 1;HTR ONE EN PIlOliIDING SECUHITY TO LZ STUD 

AND CA LU 6 WHEn DIV RESERVE BN LOCA'rED AT LZ STUD, IT 

WILL BE DBED llITHIU STUD PEIUHETER, PREPARED FOR 

SHORT HOTIOE EHPLonvIENT A.'mJ11ERE IN DIV AO~ 

Co TF HOTEL BE PREPARED TO ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR 

LAHCAS'l'ER II AO AHD opeON OF maTS THEREIN,I6Ai IJ(f)£.t, 

Do UPON COMPLETION OF PliASE Dolim KSB AiID TRA,),SITIOH TO 

I 
' 140BlLE POSTURE, 1ST HARIllJES ~vITH 1/1 AND 2/1· BE 

~~ ill· I' ... ( S 1~\I\j 
, ~~~ CON~IDENTTIIAI J~ ··l..5o"~'4-Z ~n'" 
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PREPARED TO DISPLACE TO EASTERN POTITION OF DIV AO 

AlfD ASSill!ill RESPONSIBILITY FORNAPOLEON/SALIlTIll AO e 

E" FIRE SUPPORT BASES VJILL BE ESTABLISHED AT LZ CATES 

(mm lO.5HH BTHY, OllE J..55 ETHY) AND LZ ];lIKE. (ONE105MM 

BTRY) Q 

20 gOORDINATIHG IUSTRUCTIONSo 

A 4l SCOTLAIID II AO EXTENDED IUCL TIDES LZ STUD AHD OA LU 

AND PORTIOJJ OF. LAHCASTER SOUTH OF .50 EW GL" 

B" BNS OPERATING WE:lT TOtiARD KH.E SANlI FRO:&1 FIRE SUPPORT 

EASES 1-tILL REHAlli tHTHIN DIs ARTY RAl~GE OF THESE 

BASES .. 

BNS AIm FIRE SUPPORT BASES \'iEST OF CA LU AFTER .HOBlLE 

POS'FJRE ATTAL'-lED IHLL BE HELICOPTER SUPPORTED Q EnSURE 

EST TEAdS ASSIGNED AS NECESSARY., 

Do DIRLAUTH ALCON CI 

BEL BY 

~ CONFIDENTIAL 
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!-- ~ONFIDENTIA 

FROM~ 

TO: 
INFO: 

CONY CNTR 

.... 

,I 

Z JUN68 

CO THIRD M,.'\RDIV 
CO PCV ::"1 /0, '.4r,4 

CTF CLEAR'VIATER iff! "'If //'1/[) 

/ /COHFIDmJTIALII· 

THIRD .~/ 

SION, THAT MARINES MAN T1:10 TmfflRS ~UIm ALONG THE aUA VIET 

AT Tf.tE REQ,UEST OF CT'F' CLEAR1..rATER. 

20 REP B DIRECTED TRIS DIV TO TAKE STEPS TO r-~AN THESE 

TOr·.TERS <> AS \'Ij'ORK' PR OGRES SBD T01>lARD A SYSTEM FOR f.1AN1HNG 

TFfESE TWO TOi'T1i!RS SEVERAL FACTS CAlm TOLIG'P'T: 

Ao TFtlT THE RESIDENT J;iARDm REGn1ENT HAD GONCURRED 

nr REF C, THE CT'Fi' CLEAR1iVATBR REQUEST THAT THE TOWERS 'iE" 

CONS'rRUCTED, tVITH THE CLEAR, UNDERSTANDI~TG THAT NSAD PER"",· 

SONNEL WOULD HAn THE TONERS", 

B~ THAT CTF CLEARWATER HID ORIGINALLY REQUESTED THE 

TOWERS TO ASSIST IN CONTROLLING TRAFFIC ON THE RiVERo 

C <> THAT THfi! RES IDENT MARIl\~ REGnl1ENT HAS NO REQUIRE ... 

MENT FOR OR ADVAl~TAGE TO BE GAINED 13YMA1:TNING THESE TOWERS o 

THIS BAS BEEN DETERMINED BY PHYSICAL INSPECTION AND ACTIVE 

PAGE 1 OF 2 PAGES 
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_ONFIDENTlA'-~~~~~ 
COMY CNTR THIRD MAROIV 

013ST.i;RVATIOU Ti'ROU THESE Tm\fERSo 

3". THE PURPOSE 017 CONSTRUfj'rniG THE TOt{ERS WAS TO CON1J~ROL 

TRA"WPrC O1J THE RIVER. IF CTF CLEt\Rl,TATE~ DOES nOT REQUI\~. ~~ 
" . \ \ \~'~ /, '\ .. \\1 

THE TOtmns FOR TFIS PURPOSE IT IS RECOmfJ:END'lID THAT THE);> 
BE RE1,WVED __ TlffiY AR"P. OF NO VILUE TO TfTE 3D MARTJ)!E 6)~f±s I ON ., 

~ltl~ 
GP"4 

. RELEASED BY~ _ 

~ . " PAGE 2 ,OF 2 PAGES 
~ ... 
~ .' 

~~~~ CONFIDENTIAL i~·· 
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IMUEDIATE ;:;J 57; 9~¢ , __ ewa 

WHOM: er,. THI'RD MAR'DIV 
TO: THIRD l~A~DIV 

IICQNWIDENTIALII 

OPCON AND AO CFl'ANGES 

DECLASSIFIED 

THIRD 

ZJUN68 

A., 3D MARDIV OVERLAY DATED 2~,.ruN1968 (PASEP) 

:to FOR '"Xl TF HOTEL: ON 25 JUlIT rl{OVE TWO RIFLE Cm4:PANIES TO CAMP 

GARROLL/TSL/R00KPILE AREA TO CLOSE PRIOR TO 25120QHo COS lvltL 

BECOME O'PCO}T 9T'R" MliR tt.irt mID GP" 

2 r), WOR 3D ?{ARnms: EF'FECTIYE 251200H.TUN6B PAS~ Co}!TROL Oli' 

NA POLEON/SALINE AO TO l~T AMTRA C BN e Eli'l?EGTlVE S \ME DTG ASSTiME 

CONTROL o~ AS8I~~~ AO IN uEATRERJmCK SQUAREf , (OYERLAY PASEP)Q 

30 FOR 9TH rURINES: ON 25 JUNE MO~TE L/3/3 TO MAl XA THI AND PASS 

OPCON TO CG TRIl1D MARDI V .. :lAME DATE MOVE ONE RIFLE CO l/9 TO QTCB g ;,:.: 

; ;" 
MIS~ION TO PRO'ITIDE SECURITY FOR 4.SP CO~JSTRUC'l'ION!l ASSIGN ONF~ RIFLE:~ 

COMPANY 1/9 MlS~lON OF' P'ROvIDDm SRCtJRITY A.ND S:'TEF!P ROUTE ONE': TO 

F 
A=-2 2 r JUNE MOVE O~\TE :-tILE CO,,' 1/";; TO MAl XA THI TO BE PASSED OFGON . ~ ~' ~ 

1ST AMT~AC EN ,IN NAPOLEmT/SALINEg 
"- ' , 

40 FOP l"T MfrR!\C BN: AS~1JME RESPUFSI13ILITywOR NAPOLEon/SALINE 

AO 25 12ooH.mN" AS~TlME oPcmJ ONE co 1/3 ON ARRIVA~ MAl XA THI ~ 

50 f!10R HQ EN: rmVE 2 RIFLE cos 213 F'ROM QTCB TO PLACE DESIO"ATEn 
'I'1JJAAIV 

BY co 2/3 ON 25 JUNE.. ASftTTMtJ': opeo}! 1/9 C02lN ARRo 

60 WOR ALL' n'ffiPOR'l' RT-!C01.flmNDlID CHOP TDfli.:S'~O 3D, MARDIV COO BY 
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LOCAL DISTRIBUTION 

{ 

CG USARV IBN (COURIER) 31- J.·H~,.. .. : Vt-
. ")(jbr 

CG III MAF DNG (COUR.IER)/f 7 ~ +!;~. :".;f 
CEE (eotiRIER)~1-,1.'·" ~--+~--I CG 101 AD! DN 

E eRE T AVII~P tJJ./ (Sf 

g PCV Posture. Jun - s.p' 6S (u) 

&. Fev (s) msg3 3ubj g pCV' Posture Ju = Sep 6S (0) 

DTG, 311434Z May 6S NOTAL 

1>0 PCV' (5) m!lg,9 Subjg Statlening of Units (U) »TG 

n0551Z JUPl 6S KorAL' 

(5) The .follGwing changes have been made in. the original concept 

guidanee outlined in the above references& 

&0 Ref as> para 3d (1) (©) g ThIS Khe Sanh Combat Ba.se will be 

ir1a(lt1vated and neutl'l"alized .. in early July, however9 two 

_-II'"" •. ~,~.riI will remain b. th. d@ or the Khe Sanh Platea.u} ee 

(MACAG -AM) 

RET 

Li";";irP7'-; 
7J; ..... -.-~~~. !,~, 
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M~CV JOINT MESS~GEFORM 
CONTINUATION SHE~T 

DECLASSIFIED 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

SECRET 

• .nu ...... n and ODe south ot Route 90 The Khe Sanh base area will be with= 

the normal operating area of thGse batta1icnso Two fire bases 

established to support thei~ ~pe~atioR~o 

bID Ret b~ 6Ub=pa~a a(1) ~ Brigade=rlze base at LZ Jane wUl be 

Ireau<:ect to a compa~llIize patrol base and a new brigade-size base 

established in the vicinity of eoordinate8 ID 445400" 

" 

; 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION OFFICE 

.. S E G R' E T 
F 

~ 

f . HIler F()HM 297-1 (Mdr 66) 

• (H.~CJ.G - A~) • 
.. ) ! /'., 

'" J~. J 
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Mila 00 T':nID l1ARDIV ':j G":~ V'J O. 
TO. 00 POV . . "', . 
mFOt 'tOOTH FA GRP ,.e ~. . G-') VJ 0 

CG-TpHor~~ i (.. ... 
//E?lm:nenL /1 /:1'1" m/J-lL.·, DOPO 

1 ~ m VIEt" OF oooi"mr.nm E.mmr. A~lutQNlli lit_.l_0_0_:;.....~.~I.." .... J. '.mAT 

13 ;u,~. ~ :OXT 94~:'IARJ.IY(SP )(, TUBllB) DE RETAmEIDLZ HAilK UN'.i!IL El\RJ7 

UOmmTG 29 JtJNE GSo 

2[) ROUTE 9 REl1Ams om~ 1l.lID SEmJRE" OORmSEE NO PRO:BL1JH IN HOVIm S'01lJEOT 

:BATTERY 29 JtJ'NE 680 

GP-4 

.. mmd'1 forJ 
.. _.])L 0&.9 
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HEADQUARrERS 

3d Marine DiVision (Rein) FMF 
FPO San Francisco 96602 

MEMORA.NDU1~ FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF 

From: Division Engineer Officer 

15: RRH: jlcc 
26 Jun 1968 

Subj: Quang Tri Developnent; progress for period l8Jun68 to 24Jun68 

1. The following was accomplished during the report period. 

a.. The follow.i.ng Marine and Naval construction forces were 
engaged on projects for the 3d Marine Division during the report 
period. 

(1) 3d Engineer Battalion. Operation of water point, 
installation or elec'trical lines to 3d Recon Bn, construction of 3d 
Engineer Battalion COC, and construction ot combination pot shack and 
garbage house for SNCO }iess, Hq Bn. 

(2) MCB-5. Vertical construction of 2d ,00 man :messhall. 

(3) MCB-ll. Vertical and horizontal construction of all 
cantonments includlllg 3d Med Bn and permanent ASP. 

b. 1st and 2d increment construction continues, but as in pre­
vious reports progress remains limited due to lack of construction 
materials. The following work has been accomplished. 

(1) Horizontal. 11aintenance continues on all msting access 
and interior cantonment roads. ~'lort<: c cntinues on 3d Mad Bn Helipad 
and the permanent ASP. No new roads have been started. 

(2) Vertical 

(a.) Wa.ter Point. ProdUCing average of 81,000 gals 
potable water and 5,80'0 gals non potable water per day. 

(b) 3d ReCOD Bn \fLring. Complete. 

(e) 3d Eng!' En COCo Structually ccmplete, interior 
wiring and backfilling underway. 

( d) SN'JO }fess Pot/Garbage House. Slab cured and framing 
essential~ complete-. APplication 01: siding androof plalroed during 
next period. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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ee 
(e) 3d Mt En Messhall. Minor interior plumbing work 

continuing. Crews temporarily recalled to DRCB to repair damages 
caused by ASP explosion. ' 

(f) 3d Med Bn Facility. Installation of air condition­
ing system awaiting arrivaJ: of materials. Sewage lines to service 
existing facilities 9r$ complete, oxidation pond will be formed during 
next penod. An 811 raw water line frcm the NMCB-ll water source to 
the 3d Engr Bn water treatment site is canplete and in operation. 
The existing 4tt raW water line will be reloca.ted to provide a potable 
water line fran treatment site to 3d Med En. Work continuing on erection 
of' poles f'or power distribution sYstem, awaiting arrival of wire, 
hardware and transf'or.m.ers. 

(g) Permanent ASP. WoIk continuing on 1st 5 berms, 
matting placed in firSt 4 berms (19 cells). A 6th berm is being 
formed. 

(h) Cantonments. The status of SEA. ·Hut construction 
remains the same except in rL'SG-B area. The status in FLSG-B and 
revised totals are as follows;, 

UNDER TOTAL PER CEm? 
CANTON!-mNT COMPLErED CONST PLANNED COI4PLETE 

FLSG-B 25 0 25 100% 

TOTAL 200 0 200 100% 
c • The .follOWing 3d increment of construction continues with the 

.following work accomplished. 

(1) Ito Strongbacks 

UNDER TOrAt PER CENT 
CANTONMENl' COI1PLEl'ED CONST PLANNED CO!1P1El'E . . 
Hq Bn 10 1$ 30 $8% 
3d SF Bn 0 0 10 0 
3d Engr Bn 10 0 10 100% 
3d Recon Bn 0 0 19 0 
3d Tank Bn 0 RJ~ 9 flf 30/1) 
3d l1ed En 0 0 J.O 0 
3d Den Co 0 0 3 0 
Bn Rears 0 0 49 0 
3d Bn/12th Mar 0 0 7 0 
1st Bn/13th Mar 0 0 6 0 
Unassigned 0 0 17 0 

TOTAL 20 J6 170 16% 
]'/ 
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ee ee 
(2) 10 Showers 

mTDm TOTAL PER CENT 
CANTONMENr COMPLErED CONST PIANNED COMPLErE - -
Hq Bn a 0 2 0 
3d Tank Bn 0 0 1 0 
3d Mt Bn a 0 1 0 
3d SF Bn 0 0 1 a 
3d Engr:an 0 0 1 0 
3d Recon Bn a a 1 0 
3d Mad En 0 0 1 a 
Unassigned 0 0 2 0 

TarAL a 0 lO a 

(3) Hq En, Interim Power DiE.trlbution. No worle tlns period, 
work will commence upon canpletion of 3d Med Bn wiring anticipated in 
approximately two weel~s. Awaiting arrival of additiona~ materials. 

(4) Field Mess Pot Shacks and Galley Decks 

UNDER TOTAL PER CENT 
C.ANTONl1ENT Ca:MJ?I.ErED CaNST PLANNED COMPLErE 

3d Bn/12th Mar a 0 1 0 
Hq Bn, SNCO Mess 0 1 1 50% 
3d Tank En 0 0 ~ 0 
"III Btry 0 0 1 0 
3d SF En 0 0 1 0 
3d Recon En 0 0 1 0 
1st Bn/3d Mar 0 0 1 0 
3d Bn/26th Mar 0 0 1 0 
3d En/9th Mar 0 0 1 0 
3d Med Bn 0 0 1 0 
3d Engr En 0 0 1 0 
1st Bn/13th Mar 0 0 1 0 

TOTAL 0 1 12 4% 

~ ~ \rvl ,,(}dd:-iJN' 

R. C. HC CUT CHAN 

Copy to: 
Base Fao Coord, QTCB 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

I~mDIATE, __ ~~~~~==~ 

ti'ROM: CG THIRD HARDIV 
TO: cn T'fi' HOTEL 

NINTFf MARIlT"RS 
TWELWTB MARINTi1f1 

INFO: on III MAF 
cn PCV 
ELEVEN't'17 ENGR "81'1 
T~IRn MARDIV (LESq 

I!SECRET!I 

OPN T'P'OR SECURITY 

Acrr.Ion ADDRES) 

A(I CO PCV 240418Z JUll6R (OPO 1,..,6A THOR) lTOTAL 

1., REP A. DIRECTS 1\ 4 PFASE C -'~HnNED SUPPORTING A~~.7S :A!'IT,ACK ON 
Cc..eTIf 1#\1 

ENEr1Y A'lTY "F'ORCES I"rJ T'FfE CAP MITT LAY AR"8A... ~"ALTJIBD S"'CURITY 

rt'ASKS ARTI: LTi:VI"8':D ON 3D HA.RDIV Dl 8Pt O'P1<]1-\TION TT-TOR IN ADDITIon 

TO PROirISIO'l>T Oli' ARTY ?-e ~ C ~ C A~SETS" 

2 ~, 'F'OR 9TH MA J:!INES : 

'A.. PROVIDE LOCAL ,"-c AREA SECURITY TO OPN THOR AR~Y PSNS 

EST nl OR ADJ TO A ... 3$l A =4, 0=>2, ~ 0""3$ , 

B., 'P'ROVIDE ROAD SWE"'P & ROUTE S~CnRITY "POR HOVEMENT OF 

ENGR EQUID, ARTY AMMOp AR'rY PERS 1'1; EQUIP TO PSl1S PARA 2A , 

ATiOVE A1lD TO A'RVN POSITIONS C=1 &: A=2o 

Ct> . BE' PREPARED TO '\Sf."'·'(TME OPCON RE~ll\INDER 3/9 TO ASSIST 

ACam1PLISFfME~~ A.SSIGNED TASKS., 

3'l FOR CG TF HOTEL: 

SECRET 
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SECRET 
THiRD MAFfDlV 

40 . wOR 12'l'ff ~,tI\Rn~S 

A e 000RDINATE ABT"V A~T!m, A'RTY PERS ~ "RQUIP ~lOVBS HTTP' 

9TH MA11IWt;;S" 

50 WOR ALTJ: 

AQ D.",DAY." lJUL68. PREPARATlmr C,)Mr.1ENCES D"'7 &: amrTINUE..q 

T'A'RU D+6 o 

B.. C.O .. 12TH MAR DESIGNATED .PROJECT OFF" OPN THORo 

Co 2D ARVn REGT PLANS TO CONDUCT CONCURRENT SECURITY 

GP~ 

CON 2":3 .J RELEASED 

SECRET 
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DRAFTER~~~~~~~ __ 
SEC P 
C\vO, .... 

PRIORITY ~ ~ () 3 q 0 __ z /~~ ~ 
H t1)~~~<¢ ~ r. OV 

FRO"~: eG TffIRD ',ARDIV ,~ ~~.' fI i', f! 
TO: CG TAS1{ 'FORCE fl'C1rEL 'J;~~' ~~. li. 
nrwo : CG 'PCV ; t" 1'\ ~' .....JII'~'III 

eG FP'ST 'TAW i)t HJEF 
FIRST ':'HRDJT.:S ...' 
WOURTFf 11~RnTEs '4'_":1 vV 0, 
TWELFl''Ff ~,l\lUNES . A. 2' 

'!~~,_ VV.O.~ IIUN6LASjE F' T 01/ , 'r. 
LGJ.J() 

l~ THE OPERATIONS OF TAS~ ~ORaF. FOTEt A~ID~U~ORDINATE 
.. \ 0 r"'\ 0--0;,-:--

REon_Til DURING THE P?,RI aD 2~19 J1JNE'\t~8 SOlM'ff 0" . L 
KFE SANll 001lBAT 'lASE ffA VE BREW A souicE b~Qj}j ,p S~ ~l! 
PERSQ}TAL PRIDE FD SATISl1ACTI01·j i\S '!\ STRIKING EXAHPLE -I 
OF' T'R'E H013ILITY A.JI~ EFWECTIVENESS (w THE MA.RINE 

AIR/GROUND TEAl·L, 

2~ T'R'E SYILLFUL PLANNrTG AND ADROIT Mtl.NEUVERING OF 

FonORS BY TASK FORCE HOTETJ A~m THE AGGRESSIVE SPIRIT 

Oli' THE ASS '\Ui .. T '1Y TFfE FIRST A:TD FomiTB' HARlNES AND 

TFlEIR STTP~)ORTING UNITS, AIR U!D GROmm~ HAVE 

SUCCE"IDED Dr SEARCtrDTG OUT TTfE Eio!E!iY A~ID INFLTCTDm 

PUfa . 
39 PLEASE CONVEY TO ALL "oFFICERS M.TD MEJT 0;:'1 TASK FORC'E 

HOTEL AND TPE UNITS SUpPORTIFG TFfE TASK' FOROE ~·tY 

HEARTY C ONGRA TULA TI OlrS FOR A JOB WELT... 11 JNEt. 

MGEN DAVIS SBNDS '. Y)tlA) _ I 

·2 tf. 72.' RELEASED BY;:~ ~ 

/J- G-3 ". (J rY4:1~cI.:J?7 
~b () 34 0 ~ ~h() ~/5"/ 

CGN 
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sumHTTED . FOR PLAI'mIj'Ta.·puRPO~;}ES: 

DEPAR'J:JRE 
UNIT r..C<'!\TION 

lY'Kilt /l.> C",2 
~ 

V1Cfi4/12* D mJG RA 

.V1ST 8n i!- 0-3 

DEPARTUHE 
TIl'IE (11+1) 

1000 

1000 

'1000 

VA 12/94' CA~{P GARROLL 1000 

1/"K14/12, CAlliIP CArrRO]JL 1100';' c 
l 

t./E/2/94 C1A?1P GA:130LL 1200 

\/E/4/12' Dmm HA 1200 

L-l/1iR3 D01l:G ItA 1300 

1:/0/2 / 94 CA!1P CARROLL 1400 

v--l.3/1/83. DClTrG ITA 

v--C 11/83 DJ"PU H A 

1300 

1400 

RT 561 

TITS 9/1 

RT 9 

RTS 9/561 

RTS ~/561 

PTa: 9/L, 

F:rs Q/5J', , 0,. 

Er 9 

fiT ~l 

Bitt 1 

~PLAToor-s AT 0",,1 -VlILLJOIN BATTERIB1S AS 

DOIJ(} ~71~ ,. 
A·,,4 

°-3 
'" " 

- ~.;; 

A·~Li. 

DO':'.YG HA 

A ... ~~ 

1..-2 

PA.SS 

1230 

1200 

1~{30 

''I ';OJ 0 
.ku'J 

1500 

1600 

-lh:5o 

2& UNITS o'tt' TFfE 3D lIA.RI1ill DIVISIO'\J :vJILL, PRWIDE SJ1CU3~ 
I 

TTY FOR MOVEl18Nl'S on ROUTES 1 9: :;;;"1 AND t:;'66,,' ~~ ! 
~II' "- ~,~ .; ,v _,' - ~ i 

- '. _ ~~-~_ 1 

u1-60NFmENT~Al _ I 
?-.~OIl4 O~ ~ty~~, 
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o 26063~Z JUN68 
FN CG pev PHB 
TO CG FIRST ACD CES (COURIER) 
CG 10151 ABN DIV GEE (COURIER) 
CG 3D'MAR DIV DGM (COURIER) 
BT 
CON F IDE N T I A L 

"I' 
r" 

1 OP CH'EF-"'~--:I 
j C:'_7 \M 0 ' '.) t i • 

-I G-2 Vv. . I ________ au 

1 DOpa 
{"no' ,-\{" 

SUBJ: SPEC IAL LAND 1 NG FOHCE (SLF) <,UT,H .. IZJ.\! ION Or SLF !rv FUT URE 
OPERA! IONS) It (C) 
REF: III MAl' {ViSG DTG 191104Z JUN6tHC)~".'. 
10 (C) REQUEST ADDRESSES SUBNIT TO HilS HQ (ATTN: AVII-GCP) 
NLT " JULGB RECOMMENDATIOi'iS Oi~ POSSIBLE USE OF SLF INDIV AO·S 
TO INCLUDE M1PHIBIOUS OBJ AREA,q)uRATION' AND BRIEF CONCEPT OF 
OPERA! ION.. ", . 
20 (e) NEGATIVE REPORTS ARE REQUIRED 0' 
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//SECRETII 

OPN TFOR SECURITY 

A" cn PCV 2~"0418Z JUN6R (OPO 1,..,6A THOR) nOTAL 

10 REF A. DIRECTS A 4 PRASE O"~'fBINED SUPPORTING A~~.~S 1t!TACK ON 

. cc~T~/~ 

ENEr1Y A'1TY 'T"ORCES III T'RE GAP MITT LAY AR'SA... .''frW"ALTJIlID SI'CTJRITY 

rrASKS AIm LBVIFoD ON 3D HARDIV DT sp(i? OPTi;RI\'l'ION TiiOR IN ADDITIon 

TO PROVISImr OF ARTY ~ ~ C !c C A:i~ETS .. 

~~ "'OR 9TH MAQINES: 

/ 

AG PROVIDE LOCAL .~ AREA SEClmITY TO OPN THOR AR~Y PSNS 

EST IN OR ADJ TO A-3, A""49 0=2, ~ 0=3. 

:8.. PROVIDE. ROAD SWEr"P !'JJ ROUTE S1:!OURITY ,..00 MOVEMENT OF 

ENGR F.qUlB, ARTYAMMO j ARTY PERS Jt EQUIP TO PSNS PARA 2A 

ABOVE AND TO A'RVN' POSITIOUS 0=1 & A=2". 

C" BE PREPARED TO \S~tJME OPOON REl1U.NDER3/9 TO ASSIST 

ACGOHPLISBMENT ASSIGNED TASKS" 

30 FOR CG TF HOTEL: 

BE.PREPARED TO OHOP Rm1AI~DER O~ 3/9 TO 9TH MAR IAW PAR A ~ 

AROVls.4t/A29J1JNE68 o 
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A.. COORDINATE Al1TY A'i!m, ARTY PJi.:RS ~."RQTJIP ~roVfi.:S vn.'F!" 

9TH MA >z n~s • 
. 5<:1 WOR ALL: 

At) Dc:DAY.", lJUL680 PREPA.RATlmT C·JM1·1ENCES Dr;:o7 &: CONTINUES 

TRRUD+6 o 

Be.> C.O e 12TH MAR DESIGNATED' PROJECT OFF" OPN THOR" 

0" 2D ARVn REGT PLANS TO ~ONDUCT CONCURRENT SECURITY 

ADJACENT. TO A-2 AND a~lo 
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TO: 

IICONFIDE~lTIALII 

OPCON 

. 'FR0l4 OG TF 'florEL Al'ID SAME DTG PASSEO OPOON TO 9TH MARINES c> 

30 EF~ECTlVE 251600Hg eG 3D MARDIV ASSUMES OPCOH A/1/3 FROM 

9TH MARINES AND SAME DTG PASSES opcm~ TO 1ST Al·1TRAC BNQ 

4,1) EFFECTIVE 25163011 OG 3D MARDIV ASSmlfES OPCON L/3/3 FROM 

9TFf MARINES AND SAME DTG PASSES OPCON TO 3D MARI1ffiS o 

~~ EFWECTlVE 2$0930R CG 3D M~RDIV ASSUMES OPCON OF COS F 

A.ND H 2/3 FROM HQ BN AND SAME DTG PASSES OPCON TO 9TH J.1ARlNES C> 

6~ EFFECTIVE 2!?120011g CG 3D I-rARDIV ASSUMES OPOON 2/3 FROM 

9TH MARINES AND SAME DTG PASSES OPCON TO 3D MARINES o 

70 EFFECTIVE 241600Rp CG 3D MARDI V Assm·fES OPCON OF B/1112 

~OM OG TF HOTEL AND PASSES SAME TO 12TH MARINES SAME DTG:> 
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PTTUZYm~ RUMUGRA3324 1 'f9 04!716-UUI/U ..... RUMHMA, 

ZNR UUUUU 
P 270406 JUN 58 
FM CG III MAF DNG RYN 
TO RUMHMA/CG PRO V CORPS V PHU flAl RVN 
NfO RUMHVP leG THIRD MAmnv po t·m HA RVN 

BT 
UNCLAS 
R 10 THE FOLLO\HNG IS ISSUED TO PRESS 09315 27 JUNE 63 BY MACV OFFICE OF 

INFORMATION: QUOTE"'ME~nRrHmUf~ FOE THE PRESS $ SUBJ: INACTIVATION OF 

THE KHE SA NH C''(H1B AT BASE II 

THE KHE SANH COMBAT BASE IN tfESTL:RN QUANG TRI PROVINCE IS BEING IN ... 

ACTIV,i\TED EFFECTIVE 27 JUNE 196fJ oTHIS SET? IS BEING TAKEN FOR THE FOL .. 

LltJING 1iEASO NS oTHERE HAVE BEEN T;']O SIGN IFICANT CHANGES IN THE MIL .. 

ITARY ~ITUAIION IN VIETNA~ SINCS EARLY THIS YEAR-AND INCREASE IN , 

;'RIENDLr STRENGTH ,rIDBILITY SlAND FIREPOi~ER ~AND AN I[WREASE IN THE 

,'NEMY ThREAT DUE TO BOTH A GREATER FLOW OF' REPLACEt1ENTS AND A 

HANGE In HIS TACTICSo IN i: CORPS TACTICAL ZONEsTHERE HAS ALSO BEEN 

h NET INC~EASE IN THE ENE~y9S STRENGTHoIN JANUARY,THE ENEMY HAD AT 

LrA~~T THE EGUIVALENT OF SIX DIVISIONS,TODAY HE HAS AT LEAST THE 
EcnlVALENT Of" EIGHT ~THIS GIVES HIM THE CAPABILITY 0 MOUNTING 

SE\~,~AL SIt.EABLE ATTACKS (;0 NCURRENTLY 0 TO ~1EET THIS SIGN IFICANTLY 

PAGE WO RUMUGRA3824 UN:::LAS 
INCREMED THF~EAT ,FRIENDLY FORCES ('lUST MAK~ MAXIMUM ApVANTAGE OF 

THIER llUPERIOi FIRE P01;Jl~R AND ~'DBILITYo ~BILE FORCES~TIED TO NO 

SPECIFiC TERRtUN ~MUST BE USED TO THE UT\'Il)ST TO ATTACK ,INTERCEPT, 

REINFO;;SE OR TAKE WHATEVER ACTION IS MJST APPROPRIATE TO MEET THE 

ENEMY rmEATS" THEREFORE ,\1E HAVE DECIDED TO CONTINUE THE MOBILE 

POSTURE. ~'.iE ADOPTED IN \~ESTEttN ~UANG!RI PROVHJCE ~1.'l~·H .OPERATION 

PEGASUS IN APRILoTHIS DECISION MAKES THE OPERATION OF'THE BASE 

AT KHE SANH UNNECESSARY 0 FOR SECURITY REASONS ~JE CANNOT DIVULGE THE 

DETAILS )F PRECISELY HO~l '\IE ARE DEPLOYING OUR F'ORCESOR HOy] VIE 

WILL UTILIZE THE ADDITIONAL MANEUVERABILITY WE WILL GAIN BY IN­

ACTIVATION OF THE BASE ... UNQUOTE. " . . 

20 MACO I "AYS QUOTE QUESTIONS AND MlSlJ1ERS ARE NOW USABLE UNQUOTE 0 

BT~ a 7 Dtt OUJ~3vN '." <:.. - I C I So) '~T~t'~lo.~ 
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(lAV AnD co C$ :;D BN. 5'fE AID~ORED AND SAME, ~~, 
l·vl 
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CONF IDEtfll Ii, L Cop y. e"r oopies 

Ref: 3i Mar Div SIS 6-61 (0) 

;« Harine Division (Rein) n:p 
Dong Ha, QUang Tri Province 
Vietnam 
28 June 1968 

MAPs: Vietnam }.MSc ~eries L70l4, 1: 50 ,000 
Sheets 6342 I ani II, 6442 III eni IV 

Helicopter Laniing ~ones overlay 
Infiltration Routes overlay 
Rous ani Trails overlay 
Traffieability overlay 

l~ Gepefal. Bouniaries of the stuiy area are iniieate. on Enclosure (1). 
Two iistinotive topographical regions are represented within this area; 
(1) Lowlani plains: below the l1<1Z the stuiy area is charo.cteriz.ei by 
lowlani plains oover±og approximately 1 square kilometer8 01' open medow::; 
ani pasture laDis. Below this. area is a lateral belt ar:L~ximately 5 
kilometers in width whioh lmrtoVSt to approx.t:'!ately 3 kilometers ani t'Ul"fiS 
north aijacent to the eastemi:bounQary. It extentis to ',he DHZ. ThiB 
area is light unt.ergrowth forest charante.:::'izei by. iiscontinuo'U$ c~opy 
with numerous openings to the forest floor. ~o the:~uth RllOthe1.' area 
of lowlani plains prevails consisting pr:inci~ally of l'iee paji.:i.es to 
approximately}.5 kilometers north of F:.oute 9~ (,2) The remainier of 
the AObelow y-,oute 9 consists of rolling plains IiiIlI. low hills. 

2. GENERAL DESCRIfTION OF THE 1I.Ri~ .. , 
; 

&0 ReJ iei. In lowlan. plains areas, grot.mc slopes are generally 
less than 10 p'ercent and elevations aVerage'about ~O meterS. Rolling 
plains f:rom ;0 to 50 meters elevation «oI!lin::>.te the lower portion of the 
study belo.w Route 9. Low hills that sometimes exceed 50 meters OCGur 
in the southern ana. norPhwestern area. 

b. Drain!;Be. 'rho principal iramage meiis. is the Ben Hai Hiver in 
the 00, the lUau Giang (ella. Viet) anfl the Vinh Fhuoo River, all flow 
in a easterly iirection. The Hieu Gi~ng River (Cua Viet) is n&vie~ble 
by LCM ani small river ercl't, although passEl,ge is iifficult :in~.ph.ces 
at low water. In the weste:rn portion of the study area, moun ~ain 'iJ1;~'~~,J16 
flow in a southerly iirection ani usualJ yare too shallow for river 
eraft but are navigable by small sampans with Ii. iraft rangil1[l from 10 fo 
18 inches. 

c. Vegetat.ipn. Rice constitutes the pr:inoipal low-lan. vegetation 
in aidition to gr~sslanist occasional elephant grass, '~shwool., an~ 
clear uniergrowth £orestution. 

Most prevalent ±n the area of rolling plains and low hills are dense 
uncie:rgrowthforesta with intersperseoi brushwooi anti scz.ttered single eulOpy 
from 10 to 20 feet in he~.s;;ht -;>articularly a:!.Oilg the larger stream vdley~$ 
Uniergrowth is preiomins:tly :i!tpenetruble by foot t:ro;)PS all.i conventioll'"-l 

CONi' IlliITiT l!l 
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vehicles except along trails and roaQso Tanks can slowly clear paths 
through "he forestation in areas of roll:ing plains. Brushwooi areas eonsist 
of moierate growth whioh ~oe8 not usually exeeeli 2 meters in heighto 
Forestat ion provi€les gooa cover for .infiltration ana stOlging aetivity. 

i. Surface Material. SOil is fim when moist but soft aIlti miry when 
wet. Towari the headwaters of streams, bottoms are gravel an' stream 
beis contain laxge bouliers. Base material is Ii\. composition of granite, 
slate, and quartzite rock in the low hill areas. Exposej roek is frequent 
in upper slopes anr" drainage cefiles. 

e. Cultural Features. The population in the stud.y area is locatea 
in two general locations; (1) Cam 10 anlil. (2) a portion of eua. Valley 
loeate. in the southwestern section of the AD in the Vicinity of Route 558. 

3. liILITARY ASPECTS OF TIll] .'.u'1.illA 

a. Observation and Fielis of Fire. 
(1) Observation is good in .lowlani areas exeept where broken by 

hSQgerows ani stanis of brushwood. At higher eleVations, consisting of 
rolling plains and low hills, observation i::; limiteti !lue to secon~ary 
uniergrowth. 

(2) Fielis of fire for flat trajectory weapons are gOOft in the 
plains ani along prinoipal river valleys but rapiUy become poor in oanopy 
eove~~ areas. Observation lor the coniuet of iniirect fires is re.ueei 
in effectiveness due to canopy cover. 

b. Cover and C0ncealment. In lowlands, cover is localized to 
irrigation &itches, rice paiay iikes, streams ani river bankso having 
itlto forosted areas, concealruent from a.erial an@. riirect obsl~rvation 
becomes better with some cover proviried by the untierbrush and canopy. 
Concealment in areaS of &ense uniergrowth forests is excellent and fair 
in valleys. 

G. Obstacles. In the lowlancs, foot I'lOvement through rice padil.es 
is impeded and channolized along jikes in the rainy season. Trackelii and 
wheele~ vehicles can trEven;", these flreas only with diff icul ty. Hivers9 
stree.ms and c~mals are usu.ally too ieep to be forded by foot troops ant. 
tailkB except ~uring the dry ~r months. In rolling plains ana area.:-.J 
of low hilJa, un«ergrowth and dense veget~tion usually restricts movement 
~o existing trcilse 

a.. Bench Mark 158 at Y..1l670l 
b. Hil1 46 at YlJlo8603 
e. Hill 35 at YD203591 
i. Hill .82 at 'YD112487 
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11C9l Bn 
3d MT Bn 
3d SP Bn 
3d TIt Bn 
3d Rec@u Bn 
3d Engr Bn 
15th ITT 
7th OIT 
FLSG-B 5 
VMGR-l.52 
MAG-39 
1/3 Rear 
3/12 Rear 
1/26 Rear 
2/26 Rear 
3/26 Rear 
H~ 26th Msr Rear 
2/9 Rear 
3/9 Rear 
1/13 Rear 
tlWlt Btry 
3d MP Bn 
3d Dental 00 
3d MEl) Bn 
MCB-1l 
OBMU-301 
1st Air Oav 
1st 1'1 to@ttAtt 44th FA 
.507th MACV TMA. 
588th Signal Co 
18th Surgie~:t>1 
26th GenS-upGrp 
Skyspet O.L. 25 
l,5th Are ial Port 

STRENGTH '~FORT FOR 
QUANG TRl AREA 

. 
28 JUE:e 1968 

OFFICERS STAFF E -5 and Be lew 
MO USN USA USAF Me USN USA: USAF MO USN USA. USAF 

~ 
7 100 b ~16 ~ 21 1 190 ; 
1 22 1 201 13 19 27 2 209 17 

22 1 34 2 476 .33 , 
15 2 19 2 248 7 1 2 2 

2 .5 .3 1. 
2 5 62 1. 

1 J. 
PL.7l 4 127 3t 927 10 

~ 13 3 238 10 
8 1)99 "'5 ,.' 

3 7 78 2: 
6 10 .3 102 8 
3 9 1 50 4 1 6 
3 J.1 82 J.O 
7 1 16 1 193 5 1 .3 18 1 

~ 2 57 I. 
7 Ji.58 

8 6 :.~. 15 

2tt 
1.. 7 23 18 2 
1 79 6.32 

1 6 .31 
1 2 
1 2 35 

1- 4 
7 14 96 

.35 14 78 
67 79 998 

50::" 6 6. 
3 9 
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OFFICERS STAFF E-5 And Bel@w 
Me USN USA USAF MC ,USN USA USAF MO USN USA US,AF 

1st Mebile C@Mm Grp 
5th TAO 
Forward Air Controllers t,,_ I ",.1 _. I ~i 1.._ '-U ,-, I _t I __ J ___ '-- __ I ~; J 

USA: 76 
USN 88 
USMC 3,87 
USAF 19 

570 
1::1 
t'!'l ," 
(j 
r .. 
;;.., 
[fl '. 
[fli, USA: 12R5 
"""" " USN i"!"j. 10 B 
"""" c t'!'l. USMC 4426 
1::1 USAF 112 

~ 
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DE DIV AND NR 242 

00 UU··1SE~ UU'·S£ 
DE lJU"HVP 974eC 1800107 
Z NY CCCCC 
pev TOC .T- III YAF CDC 
o 280107Z JUN 68 
F~ THIRD ~ARDIV coe 
:0 UU~SEv/PCV -OC 
H~FO UU"SEA III I M" F' COC 
e"r' 
CONFIDENTI4 1 

3D MARINE DIVISION 

FOR "AJOR EVANS, PCV-3 FROI\Ij MAJ DONNSLLY ·3HD MARDHI 
"'"'EU:CON "AJ !!:VANS/"AJ DONNELLY 280t'!15H JUN 68 
@. eTF CLEARWAT~R ~60e10Z ¥AY 58 
B. CG PCV 07140tZ JUN 68 

0, eTF CLEAR1}JA -ER 191 t 15Z "'AR 68 

ASS! OPNS 0 

.p. REF A RE(.:lUES"'ED 1/ ,,-,ITHOU! PRIOR LIAISON WITH THIS DIVISION 
7'H.i\T ~t.ARINES "AN ""t,IO ~O'IJERS BUILT ALONG THE eUA VIET 
A"" THE REauES- OF CTF CLEARPA TERI .. 
@. REF B DIRECTED THIS DIV TO TAKE STEPS TO MAN ~HESE 

""01!!ERS .. AS t.rOR¥. PROGRESSED TOI"IARD A SYSTEi'>t' FOI1 ¥ANNING 
~HESE TII,O :O'~IERS SEVERA'~ FACTS CArvtE 'f0 LIGHT .. 

~. -HAT THE RESIDEN"I' ~ARINE REGIYENT HAD CONCURRED 
IN REF C~ -H~ CTF CL!ARWATER RE0U[ST THAT THE rOwERS BE 
CONSTRUCTED, tH-H TH~ CLEAR UNDERSTMJDING THAT NSAD 
PERSO N NEL ~,rO U1 D "A N THE rO~JER 9 u 

PI~G£ 7,110 UW~HVP 914eJC CON F' IDE N "I' ~ A L 
lID. THAT C -F CU!:ARl:JA 7'ER HAD OR IG I NAl.L t REpUESTED r HE 

-O",ERS TO ASSIST IN CONTROLLING TRAFfIC ON THE RIVE~" 

D. THAT T~~ RESIDSNT ~ARINE REGI~ENT HAS NO REQUIRE-
rllENTS FOR OR ADVA~FAGE TO BE GAINED SY ¥ANNING· THESE TOWER9" 

""'HIS HAS BEEN Dt'~ER"'INED BY PHYSICAL INSPECTION AND ACTIVE 
09SERVATION FRO~ THESE ·OWERS~ 
tit THE f'lJRPOSE OF CONS""RUCTHJG ";'i-iE TO~\iERS HAS TO CONTROL 
"RAF'Fle ON "rJ.fE RI\fF.~. g CTF' CU:.f.lRWATER DOES NOT REQUIRE 
"r'HE T01}.II:RS FOR "'"HIS PuRPOSE IT'lSRECov"ENDED THAT THE! ' 
~BE RE!''''OVED I\S ~H::Y ARE OF i~O VALU~: to THE 3RD ¥A!iD!I$" ~N. 

. ilPM4 .' c _,~ 
BT CONF·IDENTIAl W4\'0"A'0"A'0"A~4~~~"~~'a 
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1i'R OJ1: CG T-qyRD 7JfARDIV· 
TO: OG POV 

COMNAVSUPAO'J! 

//SECRETII . ·'\r'T·!t"\/). 
• 1 . J ';~ 

MORTAR INCIDENT 

A.. YOUR 111240Z JUN68 

10 INFORMAr.t'ION AVAILABLE TRIS DIVISION IS THAT NO 81MM MOR~AliS 
we~s 

UNDER THE CONTROL Oli' 3D MARINES .... wIRED WITHIN RANGE OF LOBJ 
. . 

I4A£JI..]y ON Wff.tOH 8l.Ml-': MORTAR RRAGMENTS WERE FOUND .. 

20 ONLY TUBES WITTrIN RANGE (FOUR BELONGING TO 31:3) WERE 

LOOATED YD 282669 LAID ON AZnmTH OF 4800 MILS FOR OF DEFE;W3E! 

TRESE MORTARS WERE. NOT "Ft RED DURING TIm N1GHT Oli' 8-9 JUNEiO 
\ . 

'rHIS INFO WAS PASSED TO OTF OLEARWATER o 

3.. IN ADDITION.. NO 1i'IRES WERE OLEARED ;INTO 3D l-iARnms AO FOR 

OUTSIDE FlmA'F. 

4~ NOT m:ti'sUAL lPOR. ENEr·{y TO USE 81MM l-fORTAR ~m.fO IN THEIR 

82MM TUBESo UJITABLE TO DETERMINE WIT'fT CERTAINTY TFAT FIRE 

WAS PBc}{ mfEl'·1Y SOURCE. IT. IS <?ERTAnr HOWEVERTH'A'l! NO MORTARS 

UNDER THE COlrTROL OF' 3D MARDIV WERE FIRED WIIJ:HIN RANGE OF . THE 

LOFt WUICH WAS'· HIT ON THE NIGHT OF 8 .. 9 'IUNE~ 
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10 REF A IS AHPT .. IFIED BY THIS lJISGo 

2" CURREUT POSTURE mJHI1>TG l{SB P~ASE"·l)Ot1{N AND PREPARATION 
. " 

FOR OPU THOR: 

Ao SOOTLAiID II AO: 1ST NARlNES WITH 1/1 .. 2/1, 3/4~ , 

3/9~v 

Bo SCOTLAND II AO EXTEUSIOI1: 4TH :c:LARlNES WITH 1/4 

(3 OOS), 214, 2/90 

, 

00 TF HOTEL CO:ITINUES RESPOUSIBILITY FOR A &: B ABOVE p 

COLLOCATED AT LZ STUD tHTH 4TH 14ARINES 0 

\ 

. ".. 1/9 
Do LAdCASTER II AO: 9TH UARnms BRAVO \iITH 2 C03 S" 
~ AND OUE CO OF 1/40 

. d.-I? 0 7 1.1 b -:t.. ~ b r , 

"i 
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DECLASSIFIED 

-~ -rONFIDENTlAL.~.~!t: 
•. _~ .. jC~ 

CONN CNTR TH' RD MAR. . ~ ;~~1 
. t'lf,." (,,*,). . ' . ..:c~-::, 
-9~ ~~ 

THE' ·IJ1!MD. BN~"'fl'r en ttl ~. L'2i" 5'ff!j)~--rer;, iHlEl 6IHA L-N'B' ~~ 
~F 6~'~i(.:)~7nl* CONDUCTS OPNS WEST AND ~t~: 
NORTHWEST OF LZ ST"'UD AND TSLe coa OF 1/4 ~ ·r'~ 
Hr LAl'lCASTER AO RETURl6TO PARENT Eli"., 

Bo TF IIOTEL RETAINS RESPONSIBILITY FOR SCOTLAHD II 
. . (~AtJ!}~) 

EXTENDED HITH TWO EN8~ \,yEST OF CA LU n~ IvIObILlll POSTURE e 

c., . 1ST MARINES AIID 2/1 TO NAPOLEON/SALINE AO.. REGT. 

HQ LOCATED AT OUA VIET, ASSUMES RESPONSIBILITY FOR AO 

AND OPCOI~ OF lSlr At1TRAO EN.. 2/1 TO I·LAl XA.. THl V:tOINlTY Q 

. . . . I/. 
ONE CO OF 2/1 TO I.tUAIITG TRl RELlEVI1iG CO OF iii FOR 

CHOP TO P AREli"T B~T" o:ni: 00 OF 211 PREPARED TO RELIEVE 

CO OF 1/9 IN eUA VALLEY IF A USI4:0 00 STILL REQ,UIRED 

THERE" tlfIWiIR1I 1/ IN NAPOLEON/SALINE AO. 
Re&T. 

RETURNSTO PARENT mimo 3D MARINES (REAR) VACATES CUA 

VIET AlID DISPLACES TO cAHP OARROLL o 

Do mUTS HOVE TO ASSIGNED AO'S~ FOR 1·1ULTI...,REGT OPN 

CONCURRENT ,WITH AND EXTENDING BEYOND OPU THORo 

.OONOEPT OF OPUS W/OVERLAY PASEP <> 

(1) 3D MARIlms WITH THREE ENS, 1/3) 2/3>AIID 3/32 IIi 

NORTHEAST COASTAL AO o 

(2.) 2D ARV1iI REGT Itf RTE #1 AO EXTENDED INTO EASTERN 

PORTION OF LEATHERNEOK SQUARE" 

9TH' l-IAR I NES \j!TH FOuR BUS: 2/26 (STATIO PS1'lS) 9 . . 

1/9. 2/9tJ 3/9 I1~ REUli:IDER. OF IilllqTUOKY AOo ALSO 

CONDUCTS SEOURITY FOR OPU~OB PSN'S AI.-m ROUTE 

8GiM~tDfiMIAL .' ,..1-
i 
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CONN CNTR TH I RD MARD I V . . ~ ~'i:~ 

Eo KEN'rUCKY AO: 9TH MARINES \>lITH 2/26 AT DUEL BLADE 

PSNS" ONE 00 1/9 AT DONGHA FOR OPN THOR COU1JOY AIID 

:aOUTE SECURITY AIm ONE co 1/9 AT eUA VALLEYo 

SPEOIFIED AREA OF OPNS i.HTHIl-r ~,j'TUCKY AO: 

WITH ~ 2/3/~/3o 
1/3(-)( 3 cos). 

Go·' NAPOLEON/SALINE AO: iU4TRAO BN t-lITH ~ m& 

H" RQ. ENs- QTCB: ONE CO Ita 113 

3<> UITli!RIM PERIOP, KSB PHASE Dm-..rN, :;')'OT COHPLET.ED~ OP:i:l THOR 

SECURITY REQ,UIRE1vlENT EXISTS (APPROX 29 JUNE - 3 JULY): 

Ao 3D laRINES CHOPS 3/3 TO 9TH ]'1ARINES, FOR USE IN 

SECURITY TO ARTY PSlJS OUTSIDE CDRHE1'fT STATIC DEFENSE 

psns, AIID TO AssrS'E IN CONVOY PROTECTION F'R0I'-1 RTE #1 

TO A-3Q 

Bo 3D MARINES OOUTInUE OPUS IN SPECIFIED PORTION OF 

KElljTUCKY AO \HTH REDUCED FORCES" 

CQ 3D MARINES. WILL REGAIN OPCON OF 313 AS 3/9 AND 2/9 

BEOOME AVAILABLE FRO},I EFFECT OF' COi-'IPLETlou OF ESB 

PHASE DeWN o 

40 AS KSB PHASE Dmvr~ IS OOHPLETED A1~D. oPt{ THOR omrTI~fUESt' 

MULTI-REGT OP~i IS ALSO INITIA9:D (APfROX 3-12 JULY) .. ' 

I'A"''''V/~~/I':''':''VY//'/'''''''V/~/~~ B::1Hl!fJ~I!",,!\:: 1111'. 
DECLASSIFIED 
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:' ;~~ :; .. ~'''~ 
. ;' ~;';i;;;.:': 

~iii 
i··~1tI 
; , ~ ~:: . " 



DECLASSIFIED 

-rONFIDENTIAl~';r --. . .... _ ..... :....... m1 t·¥~ 
CONN CNTR THIRD MARDIV ' . ~ ::,~~; 

. . . . .' ,,~.1t 

5.13 SUBUEQU'Elif':L' TO l·ri:JLTI":'REGT Ol?~if IN 1ill~ifTUCKY AO AiID COA,STAL')~[ 
. ~. 1;.¢., . ~. ~,t 

.AREA TF HOTEL \HTII 2 REGTS 'Hr . CONJUnCTION \HTH A REGT FllOM , . . . . 

THE 1ST ARVN DIV, CONDUCTS OPHS IN THE nORTHERN LAHC AS TER AO <> 

CONCEPT OF OPUS PASEP.. TF HOTEL OURRl'UTLY CONDUCTING DETAILED 

PLA,lflTING.. 3D MARINES WITH 1/3. 2/3. 3/3 AUD 9TH l1ARlNES 'vIITH 

1/9, 2/9. 3/9 COJIDUCT OPHS. REMAINIUG DISPOSITIONS AS IU 

PREVIOUS TI11E PERIOD .. 

GP-4 

or,·' ... :::.:: .. > 

REt BY ~ T -
.~. , 
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IICOHll'IDENTIAL/ I: -I-'i IN 
. CmWEPT OF OPERATIONS: MULTI-REGT OP.d :WRTBEASTER1:J QU:ANG T.R! 

PROVINCE 

Ao HAP: VIETNAM; SERIES L7014 S~ETS 644:tIV AND 6342 I 

'J:IME ZONE: HOTEL 

(fi's1f 'ORGANIzATION 
. £ ." '. 1ST ARVN DIVISION 

" .. I q l. 
2D ARVN REGT , L. 

MAUEUVER FORCE - 3 ENS PROPOSED 

3D ,!lAR,;tllE DIVISI?li ( ... ) (REIN) 

9TH MARI)SIES 
1 

l'!ANEUVER FORCES - 3 Bl~S (1/9, 2/9~ 3/9 MMWlliil) 

3D MARINES 

lUNEUVER FORCE - 3 BNS (1/39 2/3~ 313 I 17mm~) 

;3!2RECOlij' ~ 

SCREENING FORCES - AS REQUIRED 

10 MlSS!ONo ... 

DECLASSIFIED 
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etONFIDENTIAL 
COMY CNTR THIRD MARDIV ' _~, 

DESTROY EN.$MY FORCES AND IUSTALLATIOl~S IN THE DESIGNATED 

OBJECTIVE AREA .. 

) q 0 7 <-.1£ 
2~ CONOEPT~ 

A:t 3D MARIl'JE DIVISIOIIj (-) (REIN) 9 IN CONJUNOTION lJITH 

mUTS OF TIm 1ST ARVI~ DIVISION, CONDUOTS A o Ol-fBINED g 

COORDUJATED ATTACK IN THE NORTHEAST l?OnTION OF QUA1~n 

TRI PROVnW:G e THE OPERATIOnS lULL Cm~IEUOE DURING 

_-.m=m~~ OPERATION" THOR, A NASSIVE AIR, 

NAVAL GUUFIRE, AND ARTILLERY ATTACK OIl Elmt~ FORCES 

AND ARTILLERY POSITIons IN AiID AnOUND THE D14Z g (Oli OR 

ABOUT D+2J OF OPERATION· 'THOR) AIID \HLL IN ITSELF 

UTILIZE EXTENSIVE AIR, ARTILLERY AND NAVAL Gm,yPIRE 

ASSETSc, 

Bo COMMENCING AT BeROOO 11 9TH MARINES 9 3D MARIllliS AUD 

2D ARVH REGII1EHT, CONDUCT cmmnr.ED Arm COORDINATED 

OPERATIONS IN THEIR RESPECTIVE ~~EAS OF OPERATION 

(SEE OVERLAY PASEP) TO SEEK OUT AND DESTROY El1EIvlY 

FORCES AND'INSTALLATIOWS 11'1" THE OLJEOTlVE AREAe 

. OPERATIOIJS lillE .$'0 BE OONDUOTED IN THREE PHASES lAW 

Tm; FOLLovttNG Tlrm FRANE: 

PHASE I (D+2 AND D+3) OPERATIONS 80UTH OF THE 

GElru:RAL LHr.E A-2, A-3.J A-4 IN THE 9TH 

MARINES AlID 2J) ARVJ:if OP~ATI1m AREAS:; AND THE 

75 EAST WEST GRID LINE ~ TEE 3D MARI1{ES 

AREA,. 

CONFIDENflAl 
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DECLASSIFIED 

"ONFIDENTIAL 
CONN CNTR THIRD 

. ,,~ 

PH.ASE II . . (D+4 TO D+7 (APPROXl) OPERA'J}IO.rm ifORTH OF 

TEE GElmRAL LINE A-2~ A-3~ A-4 AIID SOUTH 

10)! TIffi ~WUTHERlf BOUlIDARY OF THE DMZ" 

PHASE III (D+8 TO D+ll (APPHOXD OPERATIONS DIREOTED 

TOW.ARD A THOnOUGH SEAROH FOR AlID DESTRUCTION' 

OF Elf.EI·IY POSITIONS BETkfEJJ;:i:I TIlE GEj:ffiRAL LINE . 

A";'2. A-3. A ... 4 A~ID THE SOUTHER1~ BOUlIDj...RY 

. OF THE OPERATING AREAS (CAM LO ... CUA VIET . 

RIVERS)" 

Co SCREE!Nnm FORCES itlILL BE INSERTED .ALonG TEE. WESTERN· 

AND SOUTIlERJ::! BOtJ'NDARIES TO DENY THE EU:EMY AiIiY EGRESS 

TO THE WEST OR SOUTH 0 

Do RESERVE" THE DIVISION RESERVE FOR THIS OPEEATION" 

WILL OONSIST OF THE LEAST OOl'1ilITTED l1LNEUVER BATTALION" 

Eo COORDINATING INSTRUOTIONS o 

(1) 3D AIID 9TH MARINES DEVELOP SCHEr,m OF IvlAHEUVElR 

FOR ATTACK nr RESPECTIVE ZONES OF OPERATlml o 

DIRLAUTH liITH 2D ARVN REGT" aUBrUT PLA1\fS TO 
. el1~ 1/E"S"t: 

THIS HQ FOR APPROV.AL.A.w.PE!~ 

(2) COUNTER UORTAR RADAR AND OTHER AIlTILLERY!lvlORT1J1 

SUPPRESSION TBEIDiJ:QUES ~ifILL BE El"lPLOXED TO THE 

W10ST c 

(3) D~DAY OPERATION THOR·O/A 1 JULY 1968 

(4) DURATION OF OPlv: ESTIHA'l'E 5 ... 8 DAYS 

CONFIDENTIAL 
DECLASSIFIED 
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.ONFIDENTIAL 
COMM CNTR 

(5) AREA OF OPERATIons.: 'rBE OBJEOTIVE AREA \111L 

CONSIST OF THE AREA BOlmD~l? ON THE rJORTH BY 

THE SOUTBEHlf EDGE OF THE DliZ. ON THE EAST BY 

TEE GULF OF TOlf.KIllT 8 ON THE SOlITH BY THE CM;l LO 

AND aUA ,VIET RIVERS, AND TO THE 1¥EST GE1:ffiRALLY 

• ALO£m THE NORTH/SOUTH GRID LINE 08 Q THREE REG'!' 

ZONES OF OPERATIONS AS DEPICTED.. SEE OVERLAY 

PASEP o 

(6) REGD'4ENTS BE PREPARED TO DEPLOY BATTALIOH AS 

DIVISION HESERVE ANYWHERE Iii DIVISION AO ON' SHORT 

l)TOTICE .. 

4 
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:~ , co~,~ CH,R 
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~K 
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~1 .t....-

00 RUMHVP 
i. '~"TI 

YDE RUI'Ilttfl!A 838 18013835 ' :-,~' I ON -

~N~5~~~~~ JUN 68 ~, 0 I rrr \ 1 J~ \~ 0 \ ItfS ~' 
"MCG PCV PHS ' ~ (.;AU ..../ ,'-' ~ 

TO RUI'1H,1B/CG 1ST ACD CES 

RUNHVP/CG 3D MArl DIV DGH 
~/' 

RUMHMB/CB 10151 ABN DIV CEE 

INFO RUMUGRA/CG III MAl" DNG 
8T ' 

SEC it E T AVII-GCAV 04229 

SUBJ: TAT leAL A Ik WUPPORT FOR CO~J! NG WEEKS (U) 

1. (5) BECAUSE Or THE HEAVY TACTICAL Alii REQUli(EM~NTS fOR OPER 

ATION THOR II A MASSIVE ARTILLERY, AIR 

FYRLNGF OPERAr ION DESIG NED 

TO D~STHOY EMENV ARTILLERY INIHE CAP MUl LAY JCY 
JD POR.I H 0 F' 

THE D.'}Z ADDRESSEES CAN EXPECT TO RECEIVE 516 NH"ICANTLY LESS THAN 

1WRMAL'TACTICAL AIR SUPPORT, BOTH PREPLAI.jJ~ED AND IMMED.IATE" PURING 

THE PEIHOD 1-7 JULY. REQUEST 5 fOR TA,crrCALAIH DURING, THE 

PER lOD SPECIFIED SHOULD BE CAREFULL Y EXAI'1I plED A NO. IF POSSIBLE 

rANGErS ENGASED WITH ALLTERNATE MEANS TO INSUhE'XHE MOST EFFECTIVE 

UTILIZAflON OF REMAIMING TACTICAL AIR RESQUkCES!I 

2~ (5) ADDITIONALLY, IN VIEW OF THE EXP~~TED LACK OF AIRCRAFT 

AVAILABU. FOR IMMED lATE SCRAMBLE' FUR I NG r HIS PE~ ~OD, ADDRESSEES 

PAGE 2 RUMH~A 833 SEC R E r 

SHOULD EXPECT 1 HAl SOME PREPLANNEO TACT reAL A Itt' f\'!AY BJ;: DIVERTED TO 

VALID HIG H PR rORITY TACTICAL REQU'IREr~ENrs WITHING THE 

I
', GP-4 :L8t!8IfJf~ ~CA1\J';1 (}~'3IPifio 

BT 
!~~ , 

ift 
li~~~~~ 
.Y\: Z': "A'''~\:;yAw~w~~w

e~ 

d-~O? / 6:::t, ~~b JY 
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1i'ROM: OG T1Hl1D !'1A 
TO: THI'~D MA~DIV 

//CONFIDEHTIALII 

OPCON 

1. EW"EOTlVE 281730J1. OG 3D ~IV AS~~\B~ 
3/9 FROM 9TF ~ARINES ArID S~ME DTG PASS~ ~CON T 

CG TF BOTEr.,o 

2. F.FTi'1!lCrt'IYE 2.81400H, aG 3DMARDIV ASr-UM.ES OPCON 1/3 l:!ITH cos 
BAND C FROM 3D r~ARIN·S AND S/UJiE DTG PAS'ES OPCOH THAT UNIT TO 

. cP 
1ST AMT"RAC BN TTNTIL RETlffiN OF 3D MAR ., TO aUA VIET 0 

30 EJi'FECTI'1E 28150011, 0G 3D tfAR ASfl.mms OPCON co.t~/3 AND 

SAtfE DTG PAS81;i.)S opeON THAT UNIT TO HQ 'BN LOCATED AT QUArlG TRX 

COMBAT BASE., 

. GPc4 

C0N .Jpk' 

o~ ".~' 0 ~ 
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COMN CNTR ,TH I RD MARD I V' _E-rf~ 

1 oro{: CO T'FfTRD MARDIV 
TO: T~IRD MAHmEV 

/ICONFIDE1~IAL/1 

OPCON 

Z JUN6R 

----:-._---:----

( ... "7 \~,l 0 \J -- ,) ! \ . 

, ,-' \:.1 0 1'_') ,-I 
\J L \/ .. ~~~ 

r-, ' r' r, r\ '-'v ,','Jl 

1-' '''\ 

10 EFFECTIVE 2R1330'H JUrJ6'1 en 'JD lURDIV As~~~m 

OF co D 1/9 li'Rm~ FQ BN ~ND ~ \"fE DTG P,\S':'!TI]S OP~01T TPI\T 

UNIT TO 9TH }"ARINES. 

20 ~FH'n:CTlVE 2~ 1330H JUl'T6R, en 3D j~~RDIV ASSmw.s OPCON 

co C 1/9 Tl'Rm.f 1ST Ar4TRAC 3N A.ND S t\lm DTG P I,SS '!:S OPCON THAT 

HurT TO 9TH ttARIEES" 

GP-4 
! 

CCN 2C7<i42 RELEASED qy ~~ 

o~ 00 
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I 
OPOOH Arm AO REASSIGNMENTS 

1$ EFF 291200'A' co. 3D MARDIV PASSES REsponSIBILITY FOR MODIFIED 

LANOA8Tl!lR II AO TO OG TF HOTEL., . NINTH !IfARINES RELIEVED SAME DTGG 
• " ,.. > 

20 LANCASTER AO & TF HOTEL/NINTH...:MARINES BOUNDARY AS <mRRENTLY 
. ' 1\ ~ 

SHOWN EXCEPT .AS MOBl'FIED BELOW: FROM:! POll'3T ON TRE EXIS'rING 

BDRY A'l! n> 099.540 EAST ALONG GL YD. 54 TO :m 130540 THENCE SOUTH 

ALONG GL YD 1,1 TO YD 130490 Tl1ENCE WEST ALONG Gt 49 TO THE 
I·: 

CURRENT BDRY AGAIN AT YO 08A4 90~ 

3(iFOR CO TF HOTEL: .~ .. 

Ao ASSUME 01?OON OF 1/9 (., (LESS ttA" 00)& 011/4 EFF 291200Rp . 

Be RELOOATE 4TH UARlNES REAR FROM CAMP CARROLL TO A LOOATION' 
"4!->...4;" • 

AOCEPTABLE TO YOU &. 4TH 11A1U~!> SEE PARA $' BELOW ~ 
. . 

Co C~~P CARROLL COMPLEX TO BE RUN BY A BN YOuR ASSETS.~ 

D C) Com~ifCE RESPOUSIBILITY REPORTING LANCASTER EFF· 2912*G· 

CARRY FWD CUMULATIVE TOTALBo 

It.o FOR 9TH MARINES: 

A.. CHOP 1/9 (-) &: elll4 rAW .PARA 3A,ABOVEo 

B" R:ETURN OMD GRP D YOUR· AO TrPON RELIEF BY .. UNIT TF HOTE 
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l.URAb"l.r\. ' 

NH019 •• o.~109.o.ooo10.Q;ooo019 
ZNY SSSSS 
o 290920Z JUNG8 
FM CG TASK FORCE HOTEL 
TO ZEN/CG THIRD MARDIV 
INFO ZEN 
&FIRST MARINES 
ZEN/TWELFTH MARINES 
EZ . 
U 2£1. 2 i 
ARTILLERY SUPPORT KHE SANH BASE 

DECLASSIFIED 

1. REQUEST L/4/12 AND 8 INCH PLATOON REMAIN IN SUPPORT 
UNTIL EVACUATION KHE SANH BASEYKOMPLETED ON OR ABOUT 
4JUL68. 
2.~INCREASED ARTILLERY AND MORZAR ATTACKS ON FIRST 
mARINES UNITS AND GROUND CONTACT VICiNITY FOXTROT RIDGE 
iNDICATED INCREASED ENEMY ACTIVITY INKHE SANK AREA. 
DIRECT SUPPORT ARTILLERY UNITS NO! CONSIDERED FULLY 
CAPABLE OF ENGAGING ENEMY WITH REQQ ' 

AT MAXIMUM POSSIBLE RANGE e 
GP"'4 

8T, 010. tj Jf) {; ~() pJ~ b f 

RED VOLUME OF FIRE 

DECLASSIFIED 



i. 

DECLASSIFIED 

rnW)IATE J 11 c.j 2 Ct 
FROM: CG THIRD '"A'®IV 
TO: THIRD HA.RDIV 

.., 66"';1£23.& -H !JJ '. - a. .. 
OPOOH 

1.,,, . EFFECTIVE 291200B JUN 68, OG 3D r.fARDIV ASSUMES 

OPCON K/4I12 AND D/2/12 FROH 12TH HAHDTES MW SM·m DTG 

Pi\S~'t1lS SAHB CG Ttl' HOTELo 

RELEASlID llY_~ __ .• 

c, _:3"3;mtJ0]~ 

. -' :L ~ ) ~I' , ~, -:r \) ~ 
~. 'Ala~VWI)" '[~ NNO~ 
iL~ :I ;;12niWii)·" ~177J 
i~_ ',~_JJ~d. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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HVP 393 

-- SECRET 
@ 

3D MARINE DIVISION 

00 R lfi'IH!JPED Z av R UMHMA 
N 
00 RUMH\IlA 
ZNY 5S5SB ZFD RUMUGkA 
OIrSZYUW RUMUGRA5294 18203!4-SS55--RU~H~A RUMUFKA. 
ZNY 5SSSS 
o 300.3!4Z JUN 68 
Fl~ eG II 1 MA F D NG 
TO RUMUFKA/CDR SEVENTH AF ISN 
RUYNBJA/CTG SEVEN ZERO PI EIGHT 
IN~"O RUHGLJL/COi'ISEVEI~IHF'LT 
R [Ji'l H~IA I CG PR OV COR PS V P HB 
RUHGUE/CTF SEVEN SEVEN 
RUMFUK/CTG SEVEN SEVEN PI ZERO 
R U:'lHf1A/CG PH OV COri PS jiitJD De H 
BI 
22SH!!:! 
OPERA! I ON r HOR 
AQ eTG SEVEN ZERO PI EIGHT 280542Z JUN 68 
L. REF A REQUESTS THAT 7TH AI' AND 1 I I MAP I NCLUDEA IR STR I XES 
AGAINST TIGER ISLAND IN TARGETING PLANS FOR PHASES I AND III 
OPERAT IO!ll r HOR i) 

28 TIGER ISLAND FALLS OUTSIDE AREA DESIGNATED FO~ OPN THOR 
THUS TARGETING SOLELY UNDER COGNIZANCE 7TH AF~ 
3e FOR CDR 7TH Are REQUEST YOU TAKE REf. A fOR/ACTION. GP-4 

I ~ I~ 

liD 30D~ 14-2: Jv 11 • .3 0 OJ ~J,O 
~~w~~~ 
-~~ . . ~~~~'B"A~A~~~ 

DECLASSIFIED 
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t 
I 

~-ic:IARDIV 

OG III MAF 
eG FIciFPAO 
CG pev 
C G NINTH I'iAB 

I:'LT ROTATION 

DECLASSIFIED 

TH'RO MAROIV 

FOR RELIEF OF BLT 2/4. RECOMIu1END ALL FUTURE BLTS BE DESIGNATED 

FHO]Y{ 26TH iiARINES THUS MAIlITADr.um qONTLH,D:TY OF OTHER ENS 
l: 

tH TH P ARh:NT REGT ~ 

20 PARA 3 OF REF B STATES INTENTION" TO Et-iBARK SLF ALFA IN 

:t-IID JULY. OOlm1DER THAT PRESEUT TAOTIOAL 81 TUATION PREOLUDES 

SUOH PLAN. COlfTll{TJED PRESEl'fCE OF 2/4 IN J'lOBILE POSTURE IN . 
S.u:1IJSITIVIG ~CO:1."'LAND II AO UlIDER PARENTREGT cm~SIDERED E3SE1'ifIJ:£AL",' 

REGOKHEND DEAOTIVA'l'ION OF BLT 214 tiITHOUT RE-EL"iBARKATION., 

'2-CCl~ _ .. _. __ , .-.::;.,~_1.r.-;..~_ ................ _ .. _. _._ 

DECLASSIFIED 
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H" 'zz RUMHVP • (} 
DE RUMHAW 053W IS '41 <~ '(~~,; \~' . 
ZNr SSSSS " ',J' \,,:, I 
Z 300640Z JUN 68 ;0, (! n\~' y c' -'2. \1\. 
I'M CG FIRST MAW ' ,.'--,----. \J 

IORUMHVfl/TASK' FORCE HOTEl. ~1~?G(t 

,

R UMH VP leG l'IHRD MAR N 1 \J I ~. ~ rf.. ~~-
ZEN/NAG ONi!: ONE. , --:xrA~7 ~O \v 
RUMHAW/ONE TWO, 1. ~ J ;/ y..;'f-/ \]-..1 ,'- .. ~.t\', '~' . "->, 
RUMHAW/ONE THREE 
ZEN/MACG ONE EIGHT -
INFO RUMHAW/M~CS FOUR 
ZEN/MASS TWO 
RUMHAW/MASS T~EE 
r 

TA' ORCE'-JOiEL PASS TO MASSe3 DE! ""a <STU!n (DASC) 
tHIRD MARDIV PASS TO MASS TWO DK! ON!!. (DONG HA) OASC 
OPERA! ION THOR FIRE SUPPORT AR,EAS :' '" 
Ao CONFERE.NCE SAME SUBJECT UDORN AB 21JUN68 
10 lAW REf ii THE FOLLOW ING OPERA! ION, 11{OR fIRE SUPPORT ARE.AS 
ARE DESIGNATED: " 
Ao AREA TANGO: FROM YO 120~00 DUE. E.AST TO COAST, (YD255900) 

PAGE TWO RUMHAW 053W j 7 5 T _ 5.. ' 

SOUTH DOWNCOAS! r-o SONG BEN RAl (YD251822), WEST ALONG SONG BEN 
HAl TO RT !A (YO ~88S(8) Sl NORTH UP TO R1 1 t-\ r OST ART <'I'D 120900) • 
Be AREA UNIFORM# FROM SONG DEN HAl (yO 188807> , EAST ALONG 
SONG BEN' HAl TO COAST (YD251cl22),. SOUTHAL.ONC3 COAST TO SOUTHERN 
BOUNDARY of DMZ (YD281773), \fEST ALONG SOUTHERN BOUNDARY OF Df.J!,Z 
TO RT 111 (YD20616121) t NORTH AI.OlfG Rl' ttl TO 51' ART (YD 188(107). 
Co AREA VICTOR: FROM YD000900, DUE. 'EAST TO HI 144 <YDllS900), 
9JUTH AL.ONG RI 1.1-\ TO YANKE-E DE.LIA !60848IJ TO YO 15684~, WESTALjNG 
BENXE'TO YD043830, DUE WESt TO YD000830 g DUE NORTH TO STARl' 
(YD000900) .. . , , 
Dc AREA WHISKEY: START YD080654, EASt· ALONG BEN XE'TO 
'10l56846, TO YD160848, SOUTH ALOMGRi 1A to Y0193189, WEST ALOW, 
SONG BEN HAL TO ,'0080761, DUE. NORTH TO S1 ARt (V0080854). 
E. AREA X-RAYae S1 ART \'0080761, EASt ALONG SONG BEN HAl TO 
YD 19'3789, SOUTH ~LONG HI 1A TO YD20G7f.i0 t WEST ALONG SOUl KERN 

, BOUNDARY OF DMZ TO YD06071ab. NORTH TO YD06fO'131 t NORTH ALONG SON 
BEN HA iTO START (·YD08076 D .. ' 
1'" AREA YANKEE, START '.(D000830" DUE EAST TO YD043830, EAST 
ALONG BEN XE TO YD080854, YD080761, SOUT H WE 

1IIIIIItl~~A-::r.l"r;r!~,;: YD0 H TO 61 ARIIIIIIIII 
1 r1IJ11U-........ b 

DECLASSIFIED 
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~ St~Ktl .~ 
CO~TR .;,i.- THlRO MARP _ 

. .. 

PAGE THREE RUMH'AW 053.W g' ;g _ ... 
tio AREA ZULU: YDji)(o0101~ £ASTALOr>JGSON6 BEN HAl ro YP060131, 
DUE SOUTH TO YD08r2i108\1 SOUTH WEST ALONG SO~l'HERN ONZ &ORDE.R 10 
YD000660, DUE NORTH 10 START <YD00010D. 
29 AL'!~ fi'J .. IGHTLE.AD~RS/CONTROJ..l.ERS WH,t, BE A\IjARE OF' ABOVE AREAS 
PRIOR TO PAfi!lCIPATION IN OP THORo 
3. AREAS !~RE OESIG AS A ftiEANS OFC9HIROLLING SlMUL1A(I!EOUS AIRy" 

. AHTY AND NGF STRIKES IN OPERATIOill l'HO.Rw ·fLI-GHT LE~DERS WILL BE 
COUTION~D BY ABCCC OR fAC CON!RO~ WHEN ARTy OR NSF IS BEING 
CONDUCTED IN AREAS AD~JACENl TO THEl?ASS.lGNED SnnXE AREA .. 

ST 
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BT 

DECLASSIFIED 



CO... eNTR 

I}v . VPA473ZVA 8381217 
10 RUMH\lP 
2.1lY ssss:s . 

DECLASSIFIED 

o:rszyuw RUMUHilA5258 1821l35-SSSS"·RUMHAW RUMHVP RUMHLA RUMH~A\'I 

~~'~0i~~~~ JUN 68 :6 \) \\.\ ~ \:,\ l\' \\1J ~ 
FM COMUSMACV 
10. ~UHHHQA/CINCPAC 
H~r{, RUHHBRA/CINCPACFI .. T 
RUHGiL/COMSEVENTHFLT· 
RUHHfMA/CG FMFPAC 
RUWJ~;A!COMPHIBPAC 
RUt'lHN.\ICG PROVGORPS If PliU &AI 
RUMHLJ/CG FIRST MARDIV DANANG 

.JWMHVP"CG THIRD MARDIV DONG HA 
RUMHAW,"CG FIRST MAW DANANG 
RUHGCR lr;YF 7 G 
RUABQL/I:TF 7~ . 
RUMUGRA"CG III MAF DANANG 
BT 
___ "",~ i 8831 
SlIBJ: ARG/SLF EMPLOYMENT (U) 
REF: ca, III MAr DrG 241030Z JUN 68 (5) 
10 (S) REF PROPOSES AN ARG/SLF SCHEDULE FOR THE (\"iONTHS OF JULY, 
AUG AND SE}' UT ILPING IHE CURRENT MODIFIED ROTATION PLAN. 

PAGE 2 RUMUHFA 5258 ___ "If' 
~~~U) .TH1S HEAD·QUARTERS RECOMMENDS 
'l-I.'W9,~,..,LlSHED BY REF 0 GP"'" 

CONCURRENCE WITH SCHEDULE • b 
I ,,/ ~/77 

r::::=ttr~k~- b a ___ Ill 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

~IIIII.~~_~"~O~N~F=ID~ENTIAL,.,'-'~ , 
. m 1 nl~OV~ ,'.' ~f , V : \)n· r,; 'L;~' 

3D MARINE DIVISION 

FRO},L: 
TO: 
nwo: :1:_---
SPECIAL LANDIim FORCE 

Ao CG III 11AF 191104Z JUN 68 

Bo CG pev 260639Z Jmq 68 

.I , 

*' _~#¥'¥f;;).. 
1" REFS (A) ArID (L) REQ,UESIJ! EVALUATlmr OF FUTURE OPNS TO 

DETERi,IDm: nl ' LUCRA~IVE TGTS FOR E14PLOYMENT OF 8LFt S COULD BE . ' , 

DEVELOPED. /~' /;'" 
./, 

2., AS REOOGNIZED BY REF (1~), LUCRATIVE TGTS ARE OFTEN RAPI)LY 

DEVBLOPED Aun REl.J,UIRE Ul.;:,i1.J:DIATEl;.iY AVAILABLE RAPID REACTION 

FORCES. 

30 TIm POSITIONIliG OF Ol¢E on BOTH OF THE SL'FI S ~UST OFPSHDRE 

FR0I1 THE 3D MARDIV AO DURING HAJOR OPNS DESIGNED TO SEEK OtPr 

THE E1lJU,lY OFFERS TILE POTENTIAL OF EXPLOITIlm ENEMY CONTAC!rS 

AFTER DlJ!TEOTJN'G HIS PRESElWE. 3D J.fARDIV WILL OONDUCT T\'W >~t:",,;i-~ 

MULTI-REGT OPNS DURIllG JOL~~ ONE lB' IqORTlIEASTJ:dlN QUANG Til "~,~1 
>:; .. !~;-~ 

nP.lTWEBl~ TIlE, D:t1Z AND ,THE- CAt:}. ItO RIVER ni ltEHTUdKY AO AND EAST ' '~.~~ 
~'.'w.~;:: 

TO THE COAST FR011 APPROX 3-12 JULY .. 'TIlE O'l'HER WILL BE IN 1!:ttt 
~ ~.-7:~ 

I10RTllERN LA::OASTER AO III LA!l'E JUl'. !lllE PlIESEIlCE..Qf All SLF AS .. ~:~:: 

I~ ~~,~~~~II~IIIIII~{ii 
DECLASSIFIED 
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.~NFIDENT 
@ 

AN AVAILABLE IiliLICOPTJijb ~~~~~ABLE HAPID REACTIon AFLOAT 

RESERVE DURIlfG THESE PERIODS vlOULD AOHIEVE THE OBJEOTIVES OF 
" 

REF (A)" 

40 TIIE OPPORTUlUTY FOR OVER-TEE-BEAOH 1U-1PHIBIOUS OR VERTICAL 

ASSAULT vliTS OPERATIONS AsHoRE IN Ar~ MiPHIBIOUS· OBJECTIVE 

IUlEA SHOULD PRESENT ITSELF IU LATE AUGUST.. ON OR ABOUT 24 AUG, 

IT IS Ai'lTICIPATED THAT 1ST MlffiIIfES t-lILL RETURN TO 1ST l-JIARDIV 

F .wn 3D MARDI V " IT WILL BE NECESSARY TO REPLAOE TIIE 1ST 

11ARINES AS TIlEY DEPART FRC41 THE 1~APOL11:0N/SALlNE AO o A FOLLOW 

O~{ OOiJ8IDERA'£rON IS 'J?HE NECESSItY TO l.1ADIT4IN INFAl\fTRY 

ELEMENTS IN THAT AD THROUGHOUT THE MONSOON SEASON.. THE 

AVAILABILITY IN AUGUST OF 1ST BD~, 5TH I~1r DIV TO 3D MARDIV 

IS OFFSET BY TEE LIKELY EXPAlmIOH OF TI{C:; DIV AO TO INCLUDE 

THE BA L01m HIllER VALLEY AlID QUANG TRI VICINITY. THE TERRAIN 

Iif THIS ilREA IS WELL SUITED TO THE 1ST B¢DEIS CAPABILI'lIESG 

.51' IT IS THEREFORE REOQfJ1;-lENDlID THAT ONE OR BOTH OF THE AnGsl 

SLFS mqDER 9TH }iAB OPOON OONDUCT OVER-TEE-BEACH AtID HELIOOPTER­

BOR1m ASSAULTS Il~TO THE IQ'APOLEON/SALlNE OOASTAL AO 9 AND 

SUBSEQ.UEJ!rT OPNS ASHORE, FOR A PERIOD Oli' AT LEAST .3 WEEKS g 

COHHENOIUG Olf OR AJ30UT 23 AUG" AS OPPOSED TO PREVIOUS SLF 

COHtUTHEU"TS I OPCOlq o~ THE BLFS WOULD .11OT PASS TO 3D MARDIVe 

THE ~lAPOLlliON/SALIliJE AO woULD :bE TEE AiilPHIBIOUS OBJEOTIVE AREA; 

ATF CDR A::m LF CDn RELATIONSHIPS SHOULD REi1AIU COl~SISTE~qT WITH 

AHPHlbIOUS DOOTRHIEt) 

DECLASSIFIED 
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11111111. • f!f\NF1DENTlAL • .-. 
~ ... ~ ... a 

; ~ 
61l lUSSION/COlWEPT o~ OP' : ONE OR BOTH SLF'S 00lfDUOT 

M-IPHIBIOUS OR :ElliLICOP~Rnsl!IWi.;.IDIlIfG 11'1" NAPOLEON/SALINE AO .. . , 

SUBSE~UENTLY OONDUCT OPNS TO COUNTER iNA IUlt'ILTRATlo~r P..lID VC 

ACTIVITIES, TO ESTALLISH SURVEILLAFiCE AND SCREENInG CAPABILITY, 

TO DEmCT AND DESTROY EW"d-iY Il~FILTRATING UNITS Aim TO PRE"VEIIT 

:UTOURSION· IUTO THE AO BY INA/VO IvlAIN FOROE UNI'l'S.. OPERATIONS 

ARE FUHTHER DESIGHED TO tLAIi1TAIN SECrmi.I'l'Y FOR THE CUA VIET 

PORT FACILITY, TO IUSURE Ul\fINTERRUPTED PASSAGE OF SHIPpING ON 

aUA VIET RIVER AnD TO DWtY EliU:.:l1Y ACCESS TO ROOKET POSITIONS 

ORI1.lUTED AGAIUST DOilG HA ill)ID QUAlm TRI l'JITHIN THE AO o ACfIVE 

COI~\1AHD OF FORCES ASHORE CAU BE AOCOIv1:PLISEED FROI,i AFLOAT OR 

snORE opts. 

GP ... 4 

llli'L BY·· ~_ 

.3 

DECLASSIFIED 
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DECLASSIFIED 

THlRO 

r "',v ~ f"i ~rolJ~::r r~H.' ,0 \l£ .. ,,. .. ·C· o~ -. c 
. LJJ . 'Ul;.. ) . 

. ~. '.~" . . 

S'HEETS~ 634~lI 

'. 

PiGETWO _. J.i Z-r CITE S .... !0QJ3 UUMSDG.' 
; (3) TARGET !NTltLLIGE NCE " . 

,'. ?:;(iTOM~SSIO·N.Ol\r 29 JUNE'REVEALED5<FJVE> 

. ',. 
'4 (FO UR) 31MN A A GUNS; 5 {rx VElAA: POS!! lO'NS AND AN AMMO srOR AGE ARE Ail 
B. PA30"'2!.8 QTS20~il ' .;. 
. (t> MAP":'S£RIES: L'" 7014 SHEET S:6S4Si 1 

(2) . ut MCOORD I NATE:Ss";' 
'I'D 0hf 852 
YD '029'~ ,. 
YO en :6.83 2 : 
'to 026 83'1. . 

(3) TARGET ..INTEL.LIGENce;·. .,.. . ,', .... .". 
. F,OllR.34J. P!{)TO \~ISSIO~S FRO M 'S'JUNE TO, 28 .,JUNE H.AVE REVEALED .. 

45AAPOSlt:t.ONS,,14 . or WHICH· W.ERE: PR013ABL Y OCCUPIED.O N 25 . jUNE~ 1'1410(2)' 

ART ypO'srr~Q~S AND. ONE ·~o VECHICl.E PARK \VErfE::AL~~-REVEA·L~D. .'. 
c. I'll. 30",,224 . Ql' 5214 .' .' .' .,... .' ..... '.' .. , , . 

~4; ~~ ~~!mA~~~~ &i~ h ,-'~.~ .. ~. ~~~R~"'I~'0:~0~ ,I 
DECLASSIFIED 



PAGE THREE ...... , ... :CITE S!003 utmSOG 
)'0 030 904 

(3) TAHGET INTE'LL IGENCE: . ,.. . 
PHOTO MISS,tO N$ 0 N28 AND2Q JUNE REVEALED FIVE. (5 ) 57MM.:~{LG1JN'S 

WITH RAlJAR;:FOl.R;··(.>·31MM AA:GU~S; F'IVE (S)AA PO.S:trIOros', -AND.ttl\r<t)M~D 
STORAGE: AREA.' ", .. , '.' '. ';' . 
D .. ?A20-182' Grr5174' .' . . ..' 

CD MAP SER.IES: 1.. ... 7014 SHEETS: 634'3II .. :' .<, 
C2·) 'UTM .OOORD.INATZX:. 

yo, .005 SSI . 
,..~ ,0!5 f34~ . 
til ,015 868 ' 

"(3) ~'A~i~t a~~ELL:!GENC£ • . , " " 

" PHQTO MISSIONS PERFORMED ON' IS .l1ND·23·JU~lE REVEALED FIVE '(5) 
.(lcbUP lED ~.7MM, AA POSIT 10 NS; ,ONE. (1)' UNOCCUPIED AA POSIT to NJ E WR! (8) , 
ARTY.POSItIONS,. AND TWO (2) tRUCK ?ARlfS .. · . . .. . 

' .. E. ,FA ,$0~2 !s~ Q! 5205 ' .. 
" . ~U' MAP S'I::R lESt L-1014 SHEErS: $443 II.! 

~2) , ·UT fit COORD INATESI , .. j. 
' .. YO '245 853 . 

/ , '., 

• ' '... r,', •• " ~'.". 
, ,. ~ . 

·kiGi":*,9~.· .' . ' .. ,' b~~E S10.03 UUMSDG 
. :' 'W 246 873' ., .: 

m 25t5853. 
. ' YJJ 25 6 873 ,'. :, . .. " 
". C3l'tARGET INTELtlGENCEs PHOTO MISSIONS PEftFOR rQEO" FROf>'J'9-, Toea 
'JUNE HAVE: REVE.AtI!D FOUR (4)· ~ASTAL· DEF'ENS.E S IT}!:S, AN' ARTY,':'Pb sIt !OtJ 

AM)' AN ,AAPOSlT tON '. . ",. :,.' , 
F. PA 30-21'9.': "'QT., 5209 . . '. ","., .':' " . '.' .. ' 

< !if~A P SER!F; SIL- 70 14 SHEer s: .. 544.3 '. 1'1 l' .' " ' ' . . . .' 
(2) utM COORD INATES. 

. yo 194, B80 
YO 194 900 vn :~04 680 . ': 

~'J . "", i ;' . 

..... ~".,; 
" " 

YO' 204 900. ,,',: ',' . . . ' 
(3) ·rARGETtt~TE.J..LI~ENcg.: PHOTO f1ISSI0NS PliRF01H1ED 'SETWE£ro 30, MAY· AND. 

',' JU.NE RE:V~ALEDTHIRTEEN ,(13) AA.P'YSIl'IONS. SIXeS) . ARTy,posrr.!oN~, . 
,.ONE (l)POSSI6LE 100MM GUNt.AND ONE (11 UNO.cCUPIEO sAM S11E" " _ 

G PA 3~~22"15"215, " ·,'I!·,':·II!j···. .. ··~W~~it; 
'IIIIIII~~: L .... 7014~J10q l' ·_:tP:_7 ~ INATES: [ayn VIEW. ~~~~ ~~~ 

DECLASSIFIED 
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~~~~ .. ~ 

, \JLGKt I 
COftTR~ THIRD 

-: PAGE FIVE: I _ 2 7 741' CITE Sn.,03 UUMSDG . 
YO 104 819 
YO 113 ",840 
YO t 14 820 

(.3) TARGET INTEl.L IGENCE;. PHOTO MISSIONS ON 26 AND 
NINETEEN C 19) AA POSIT IONS, A 13 0MM ~iOR1 AR" 'POSI! ION, 

\ . 
N 

He PA30 ... 220 QT 5210 
(1) MAP SERIES: L" 7C!114 SHEETS: 6342 I 
(2) UT M COORD INATESi 

XD 985740 
XD 989 760 
XI) 994 138 
D 998. 757 . .' .' 

(3) TARGET IN!ELt. IdE NCE g PHoro MlSSl0 NS ON 19 AND 28 JU~E R:EWALEP. 
RH.tR (4) NEWL.Y CONSTRuctED ARTY POSITIO~JS AND F'IVE(S) NEW AA POSlT!ONS. 
I. PA30-207 Qf :> 191 

(1) MAP SER lESt t.~7014 SHE; IS: 6343 I I 
(2) UTM COORDINATESI~ 

YO 1133 676 
YO 105 858 
YO 113 880 

PAGE SIx ___ Il'iI CITE S1003 UUMSDG" 
YO 115 850 

(3) TARGET I.NTELLIGENCEi PHOTO MISSIONS 

TR UCK PARK, AND FO UH4) SUPP!.. YREVET ME 

'. ' .. :; <. '.' 

~ .. ,' 

TWEEN 30 MAY 
:. NS/J."FIVE (5 . 

. J~RTY pas IT IQ#J 
, , '~ . . 

HESE TARGETS ARE VALID UNTIL 092400,1;· . 

IIIIIIIII:H. ~~i:~#~:l:t~~""~' .~~~~~~~~ 
SHRU~ES OR NATIONAL MONUftlENrS IN OR \HTHIN ON (1) KIL METER' 

DECLASSIFIED 



" -
'PAGE'SEVEJ CITE S 1003 UUMSDG . " " 

-Of ,THE· TM3'ET BOXES. NEAREST FRIEtJDJ..IES ARE: LOCATED BELOW THE 
som HER N l1) UNDRY 0 F' THE D rlJZ. 
5" (S)EXf1;",O IT AT 10 N: NONE S CHEri ULED : " ',. , 
G. (S) ~EOUE~ 7TH AF PHOTO OOVERAGE TO DETERMINE BOlt ON';t!.l/(;'<, :,;:::'; 'v '~ 
rcM~NArIOnS, ONE SET OF P.RIN~S TO" BE FORWARDEP, THIS HE~.rt'QU·AR;TER:S;: • 
7" (S) REQUEST CG III MAF CONFIRM VALID'ITY OF ~VN CLEAR.~NCE·:ARE ..• 

~1~111~"lr' c-a. WITH !!==E"'!'ClJ .PCV aRC ~~.~ ,~~_"F ~~ , ' ,~~~A~~~. 

DECLASSIFIED 


