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A. 4th Marines 

Col Ivm. L. nYCK 
Col E. J. MILLER 

21 Jan - 25 Feb 
26 Feb - 2> May 

SUBORDDJA.TE tHfITS 

1. 2/9 ItCo1 ilm. M. CRYAN 
LtGo1 F. -S. KNIGHT 

2. 3/9 LtCo1 G. C. COOK 
LtCo1 E. J. LAMONTAGNE 

"B" Cmd Grp Haj or T. J. POtTER. 
3. 3/4 LtCo1 L. R. BEND ELL 
4. BLT 2/4 (-) LtCo1 W. WEISE 
5. BLT 3/1 (-) LtCo1 M. McGUa..'lN 
6. r3:r~ Squadron (-) 

(Rein) >th Air Cav LtCo1 H. J. BA~?LEY 
7. 2/26 LtCo1 F. J. HEA7B 

B. Task Force Hotel 

21 Jan - 14 Hay 
15 Hay - 2> May 
21 Jan - 23 Feb 
24 Feb - 30 Apr 

1 May - 25 May 
24 Jan - 17 Feb 
.31 Jan - > Mar 
5 Mar - 25 May 

10 Apr - 15 Apr 
18 Apr - 25 11ay 

BGen C. ':1. HOFFYulli 

EGen vT. C. CHIP 

25 liay - 6 Jun 
29 Jun - 3 Aug 
17 Aug - 21 Aug 
22 Aug - 24 Aug 

BGen F. E. GA1R~TSON 
4 Sep - 17 Sep 

18 Sep - 24 Sep 

SUBORDDTATE UNITS 

1. 4th l1'arines Col E. J. MILlER 25 Hay - 6 Jun 
29 Jun - 10 Jul 

a. 2/9 LtCo1 F. S. K~TIGT.TT 25 May ..,. 26 Ifjay 
31 Hay·. 6 Jun 
29 Jun • 30 Jun 

b. 3/9 LtCo1 E. J. LAHONTAmTE 4 Jun - 6 Jun 
liB" Cmd Grp !<raj or T. J. ~;(JJER 25 May - 28 Hay 

c. 3/4 LtGo1 F. L. BOURJTE JR. 4 Jun - 5 Jun 
6 Ju1 - 10 Ju1 

d. BLT 2/4 (-) LtCo1 irT. \-lEISE 1 Jun - 2 Jun 
29 Jun- 10 Jul 

e. BLT .3/1 (-) LtCo1 1-1. 14:cHUOtvN 25 J:fay - 3 Jun 
f. 2/26 LtCol F. J. BF~TH 26 ~iay - 27 Hay 
g. 1/4 LtCo1 J. R. HAcr;SAN 27 May - 3 lTun 

5 Jun - 6 Jun 
LtCol T. H. GALB:?_UTH 20 Jun - 9 Jul 

h. 1/9 LtCol H. V. PAL AT AS 2 Jun - (; Jun 
29 Jun - 30 Jun 
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i. 1/3 

j. 1/1 

2 • 9th ~farine s 

a. 1/9 

b. 2/9 

c. 3/9 

d. 2/26 

e. 1/4 
r. 2/3 

LtCol A. "iTA; .. njf'JFLE 

Col R. H. BA'IROl'J 

LtCol I,f. V. PALATAS 
LtC 01 F. X. C OLLETo~r 

LtCo1 E. S. K~TIGHT 

Na,j or i]. E. SISl,EY 
LtCol E. J. LA!rC1TA~,NB 

LtCo~ .F. J. ~f.8A7t: 
LtCol ~'l; F. SPA'1.'CS 
LtCol I. H. GATJB"1A I'm 
LtCol J. K. DAVIS 
TJteol B. T. c;.n.n 

g. TF Hike {H-?-jorJ J. P. 3''''1)'"''18 
h. I/A, 3d MT BN Capt !{. P. nOOD 

3. 3rd Harine s 

a. 1/3 

b. 2/3 

c. 3/3 

d. 111 
a. 2/26 
F. 1/9 

Col M. A. HULL 
LtCo1 V. R. STTJA 1T 
Col 1. L. !.1TCHAEL 

LtCol C. V. JA1.:::AJlJ 
LtCo1 :1.. B. ?:·r:)HEY 

LtCol J. K. DAVIS 

LtCol B. T. C"P~N 
LtCol ,J. w. wnSH 
LtColl'l. H. BAT'~S 

LtCo1 A. VA1'TIrlTlll'!(LE 
LtCol W. F. SPAq:{S 
LtCol F'. X. COI.LETC·'f 

5 Jun - 6 Jun 
9 Jul - 10 Jul 
6 Jul - 10 Jul 

16 Jul - 2'") Jul 
17 Aug - 24 Aug 
4 ~ep - 24 Sep 

16 J111 - 17 Jul 
18 Jul - 24 Jul 
17 Aug - 24 Aug 
4 Sep - 24 Sep 

16 Jul - 28 Jul 
17 Aug - 22 Aug 
4 Sep • 15 Sep 

15 Sep - 24 Sep 
16 Jul - 29 Ju1 
17 Aug - 24 Aug 
4 Sep - 24 .3ep 

16 JuI 
16 Sep - 24 Sep 
16 Sep - 23 Sep 
18 Sep po 22 Sep 

23 Sep 
16 Jul - 29 Jul 
16 Jul - 29 Jul 
17 Aug - 24 Aug 
4 Sep - 24 Sap 

10 Jul - 14 Jul 
15 Jul - 3 Aug 
17 Aug - 24 AUf 
h Sep - 24 Sep 

10 Jul - 3 A11g 
17 Aug - 24 Aug 
h Sep - 24 Sep 

10 Jul - 3 All€: 
17 Au[ - 24 ,A:lg 
4 Sap - 10 Sep 

24 ~;ep 
I') Jul - 2." Jul 
22 Jul - 3 AUG 
17 Aug - 24 1\11[, 

4 Sep - 24 Sep 
14 Jul - 26 Jul 
h Sep - 1, Sap 

12 Sep - 15 .Sep 

C. 9th Marines 

Col R. B. SMITH 6 Jun - 29 Jun 
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1. 1/9 
2. 2/26 
3. 2/9 
4. 1/3 
~. 2/4 
6. 2/3 
7. 3/9 
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LtCo11J[. V. PALATAS 
LtC01 F. J. TF.ATH 
LtGol F. S. '{EIGHT 
LWol C. V. ,TA.H1,1A.~! 
LtCol L. A. RA~f;\J 

6 Jun - 29 Jun 
6 Juri - 29 Jun 
6 Jun - 19 Jun 
6 Jun - 25 Jun 

17 Jun - '19 Jun 
23 Jun - 2~ Jun 
25Jun - 28 Jun 

8. 9th l'1tBn, "B" Co 

LtCol J. K. DAVIS 
LtCo1 E. J. LAIlO!JTAGNE 
LtC 01 C. E. DURi\,fELY 
Capt R. R. PANZER 

6 Jun - 15 Jun 
15 Jun - 29 Jun 

6 Jun - 29 Jun 
14 Jun - 25 Jun 
27 Jun - 29 Jun 

9. 3rd HtBn, 2/A 
10. TF Hike 
11. "LII 3/3 

lYIaj or B. H. J:1ACLA'1.EN 
Lt R. E. LooAl! ' 

12. liCit 1/4 Capt IiV'. p. T'W,GRCN 

3rd Harines 

Col R. L. HICHAEL J:1.. 3 Aug - 16 Aug 
25 Aug - 3 Sep 
25 Sep - 8 Nov 

9 ~:rov - 23 ~Jov Col 1-1. M. SPARK 

1. 1/3 

2. 2/3 

3. 3/3 

4. 2/9 
5. 2/26 

6. 1/4 
7. 1/9 

SUBORD])TATE UNITS 

Lt,Co1 C. V. JfuTU-IAN 
LtCol R. B. TI'lOHEY 

LtCo1 J. K. DAVIS 

LtCo1 B. T. CH:i:H 

LtCo1 W. H. BATSS 

LtCo1 F. S. KNIGHT 
LtCol vi. F. SPAT,{S 

LtCo1 I. H. GALB~~ITH 
LtCo1 G. 1:1. S!;ITH 

3 Aug - 8 Aug 
9 Aug - 16 Aug 

25 Aug - 3 Sep 
25 SeP - 23 Nov 
3 Aug - 16 Aug 

25 Aug - 3 Sep 
25 Sep - 1 Oct ' 
9 Oct - 23 Nov 
3 Aug - 16 Aug 

25 Aug - 3 Sap 
25 Sep - 23 ~Jov 
15 Aug - 16 Aug 
28 Aug - 3 Sep 

1 Oct - 16 Oct 
25 Sep - 1 Oct 
13 Nov - 17 Nov 

6. STJPN'RTnrG FORCES 

A. Artillery Support 

The 12th Narines provided direct and general artillery support either 
from their own organic units, attached units or units under their operational 
control. The commanding officers during the period for the 12th Regiment were: 

Col E. S. SCHICK JR. 
LtCol W. A. KLUCt<J1AN 
Col P. J. JvIULWNEY 
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January 
Unit 

"A" Btry 1/12. 
"C" Btry 1/12 
"J(I' Btry 4/12 
"B" Btry 2/94 
"C" Btry 2/94 

Location 
Camp Carroll 

CC 

239th CMR (DET) (USA) 
Det 2nd See, 1st plt, 1st S.L.Btry 
"A" Btry 8/4 

CC 
CC 
CC 
CC 
CC 
CC 
CC "l>et Btry "C" 8/4 

Btry II A" ( -) 1/40 
"A" Btry 2/94 

Thon Son Lam 
TSL 

Mortar Btry (-) 1/12 

DISPLACEMENTS 

2 FEB: Mort Btry 3/12 displaced to CO 

11 FEB: Det, Btry "C" 8/4 displaced from CC 

24 FEB: Btry "A" (.) 1/40 displaced from TSL 
Btry "B" (.) 1/40 displaced from TSL 

Ca Lu 

29 FEB: 2nd Sec, 1st pIt, 1st SL Btry displaced from CC 

\1 MAR: Det, 1st plt,lst 51 Btry displaced from CC 

9 MAR: Btry "A" 2/94 displaced to CC 
Btry "A" 8/4 displaced to TSL 

12 MAR: Det, 1st plt" 1st SL Btry displaced from CC 

l? MAR: Mort Btry 3/12 displaced from CC 
Mort Btry 2/11 displaced to CC 

29 MAR: Mort Btry (-) 1/12 displaced 'from Ca Lu 

12 APR: Btry 'II A" 2/94 displaced from CC 
Btry "B" 2/94 displaced from CC 
Btry "C" 2/94 displaced from CC 
Btry "A" 8/4 displaced from TSL 
239th Cf-fR Det (USA) ciisplaced from CC 

24 APR: Btry "G" 1 /l~ displaced to Ca Lu 

28 APR: Btry "B" 1/13 displaced to Oa Lu 
Mort BtI'11/13 displaced to Ca Lu 
1st Prov 155 How Btry displaced to Ca Lu 
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6 MAYt Bt17 "P' 1/13 displaced trom Ca tu 

12 MAYt Mort bt17 2/11 displaced to Oa Lu 

13 MAYI Mort Bt17 1113 displaced to CO 

17 MAYa 1st Prov 1" How BtI7 displaced from Oa In 

31 MAYa Bt17 "B" (.) 1/40 displaced from TSL 

1 JON: Btry ltD" 2/12 displaced to CO 

2 JON: Bt17 tiE" 2/12 displaced to Oa Lu 

, JONI Btry "E" 2/12 displaced from Ca Lu 
Btry "A" 1/12 displaced from CC 

6 JON: Bt17 "D" 2/12 displaced fram CO 
Btry"r 4/12 displaced fram CO 

17 JUN: Btry "A" 1/12. displaced to Oa Lu 

19 JON: Btry "B" 1/12 displaced to Oa Lu 
Btry "E" 2/12 displaced ~o Oa Lu 

22 JUN: Btry "H" 3/12 displaced to Oa Lu 

24 JUliz' Btry "B" 1/12 displaced from Oa Lu 

25 JON: Btry "A" 1/12 displaced from 'Ca L'5 
Btry "C! 1/12 displaced from Ca Lu 

29 JUN: Btry "D" 2/12 displaced to 00 
Btry "K" 4/12 displaced to CC 

8 JUt: Btry" K" 4/12 ( -) displaced to Than Son Lam 
Btry "WI 3/12 displaced from Oa Lu 

12 JUL: Btry "BII 1/12 displaced to CC 
Btry "C" 1/12 displaced to Ca Lu 

13 JUt: Btry "M" 4/12 displaced to TSL 

14 Jut: Btry" A" 1/12 displaced to CC 
Btry "B" 1/12 displaced to TSL 
Btry "C" 1/12 displaced to CC 
Mort Btry 1/12 displaced to CC 
Mwb Btry 3/12 dispJaced to CC 
1st 8" How Btry displaced toTSL 
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18 JUL: Btry II B" 1/11 displaced to CC 

23 JUL: Btry IIA" 1/12 displaced to LZ JOAN 
Mort Btry 1/12 displaced from CC 

25 JTTL: Btry IIBII 1/11 displaced from ee 

26 JUL: Det, 2nd Prov 155mm How Btry displaced to LZ JOAN 

28 JUL: Btry II ell 1/12 displaced to LZ MARGO 

1 AUG: Btry" A" 1/12 displaced to CC 
Btry II B" 1/12 displaced to ee 
Btry "e" 1/12 displaced to ce 
Btry "FII 2/12 located at D-5 
Mort Btry (-) 3/12 displaced from CO 

3 AUG: 2nd Prov 155mm How Btry displaced to ce 

4 AUG: Btry "F" 2/12 displaced from D .. 5 
2nd Prov 155mm How Btry displaced from CC 

6 AUG: Btry IIEII 2/12 displaced to D-5 

9 AUO: Btry "c" 1/12 displaced to Oam Lo District Hqs 

11 AUG: Btry "Ell 2/12 displaced from D-5 
Btry "K" 4/12 (-) displaced to CC 

12 AUG: Btry "0" 1/12 displaced to ee 

16 AUG: Btry "D" 2/12 displaced to Hwy 9, ce Road 

17 AUG: Btry "B" 1/12 displaced to Hwy 9, ee Road 
Btry "E" 5/4 displaced to CC 

20 AUG: Btry "EI' 1/12 displaced to TSL 

21 AUG: Btry "BII 5/4 displaced from ce 

24 AUG: Btry "FII 2/12 displaced to TSL 
Mort Btry (-) 2/12 displaced to TSL 
Btry "A" 1/12 displaced from CC 

25 AUG: Btry "D" 2/12 displaced from Ewy 9, ee Road 

27 AUG: Btry "E" 2/12 displaced to TSL 
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28 AUG: Btry "A" 1/12 displaced to CC 
Mort Btry 1/12 displaced to D-5 

• 
30 AUG: 1st Prov 155mm How Btry displaced to CO 

3 BEP: Btry "A" 1/12 displaced to Tho'l Son Lam 
Btry "D" 2/12 displaced to FSB BLACK 
Btry"E" 2/12 displaced to FSB SANDY 
Det Btry "WI 2/12 displaced to FSB BLACK 

4 SEP: Btry II B" 1/13 displaced to CC 

7 SEP: Mort Btry 1/12 displaced to CC 

10 SEP: Btry 11K" 1/12 displaced to Than Son Lam 

II SEP: 1st Prov 155mm How Btry displaced from CC 

12 SEP: Btry" B" 1/12 displaced to FSB RIRD 

13 SEP: Btry "B" 1/13 displaced to FSB BIRD 
Btry "F" 2/12 displaced from TSL 

14 SEP: Det Btry "W" 2/12 displaced from FSB BLACK 

15 SEP: Btry "F" 2/12 displaced to FSB WINCHESTElt 
Mort Btry (-) 4/12 displaced to Vandegrift 

16 SEP: Btry "D" 2/12 displaced to FSB WINCHESTER 
2nd Prov 155mm How Btry displaced to FSB WINCHESTER 

17 SEP: Det "LII Btry 4/12 displaced to CC 

18 SEP: 1st Prov 155mm How Btry dispa1ed to FSB BIRD 

23 SEP: 1st Prov 155mm Ho'K Btry displaced from FSB BIRD 
~ -

26 SEP: Btry "BII 1/12 displaced to FSB PETE 
Btry "K" 4/12 displaced to CO 
1st Prov 155mm How Btry displaced to FSB ~ETE 

30 SEP: Btry liD" 2/12 displaced from FSB WINCHESTER 

1 OCT: Btry" A" 1/12 displaced to TSL 
Btry ilL" 4/12 displaced to TSL 
Btry "E" 2 /12 displaced to CC 
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3 OCT: Btry II All 1/12 displaced to FSB MAC 
Btry liB" 1/13 displaced to Than Son Lam 

5 OCT: Btry II L" 1-1./12 displaced from TSL 
Btry "Ell 2/12 displaced from CC 
Btry "DII 2/12 displaced to Oa Lu 

6' OCT: Btry "Mil 4/12 displaced '1:.0 ROCKPILE 
Mort Btry 1/12 displaced from CC 

9 OCT: Btry liB" 1/13 displaced to FSB ~,~AC 

• 

Btry liB" 1/12 displaced to FSB WINCHESTER 
5th Prov 155mm Guns displaced to ROCKPILE 

12 OCT: Btry "F" 2/12 displaced to CC 

16 OCT: Btry" C" 1/12 displaced to FSB CATAPULT 

23 OCT: Btry" A" 1/12 displaced to CC 
1st Prov 155mm How displaced to Ca Lu 

24 OCT: Btry" F" 2/12 displaced from CC 
Btry "E" 2/12 displaced to Ca Lu 
108th Field Arty & 1st 811 How Btry displaced from ROCKPILE 

1 NOV: Btry "A" 1/12 displaced to Than Son Lam 
Btry "B" 1/12 displaced to CC 
Btry "L" 4/12 displaced to TSL 

11 NOV: Mort Btry (-)3/12 displaced to CO 

12 NOV: Btry "All 1/12 displaced to TSL 

13 NOV: Btry" B" 1/12 displaced to Mai Loc 
Mort Btry (-) 3/12 displaced to Mai Loc 

14 NOV: Btry "A" 1/12 displaced to FSB MACK 

16 NOV: Mort Btry (-) 3/12 displaced from Mai Loc 

20 NOV: Btry "A" 1/12 displaced from FSB MACK 

21 NOV: Btry" B" 1/12 displaced from Mai Loc 
Btry "L" 4/12 displaced from TSL 
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Observed Unobserved H&I's TarAL 105mm ~ 155mm. 811* TarAL , -
JANUARY 350 683 761 1,794 1,,906 507 3,227 I 5,6Li.o 
FEBRUARY 1,071 1,422 2,877 4,370 I 30,116 4,247 4,545 38,908 
MARCH 757 1~974 1,693 3,524 ' 18,035 3,224 3,823 25,082 

... ~ :.! ".:'1
1

10 0 
~. r" t'I'l t'I'l APRIL 886 964 2,617 4,467 23,268 3,207 1,954 ... ':. 28,423 I C""l C""l r - c· r r --, 

4a,~7? > '-

'30 ;807 e ~- 6,041' ,~ > MAY 936 1,208 1,966 4,110 . ~ -- 3,-377 
0 

. \Fl \Fl 
\Fl \Fl ~ ... ,: ') o:;?Q r-I 
"""" 

., 
E:-

i"'!"j """" JUNE 537 693 636- 1,866 ~? 25,680 2,622"' 114 28,b16 i"'!"j ... 
"""" """" ! III !I !' I I t'I'l t'I'l 

'. 0 0 JULY 667 UNK. UNK. ,2,174 28,919 1,939 1,204 :. 32,062 . 

AUGUST 913 570 1.,206 2,689 42,775 158 42,937 ' 

Ii SEPTEMBER 740 1,449 1,335 - 3,524 78,097 4,598 4,354 88,049 
! 

1,042 418 984 2,444 26,703 265 13,300 645 40,913 OCTOBER 

NOVEMBER 621 645 ~ 2,156 32,975 684 4,763 590 39,012' 

TarAL I 8,520 9,127+ 14,969+ 133,11.8 339,281 27,492 40,661 1,215 409,819 
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B. Air Support 

During Lancaster II, air support w~s provided by the 1st Marine Air 
ljving, the 7th Air Force and U.S. Army units. Helicopter support was pro­
vided by MAG-16, 1'1A.G-36, and MAG-39. Fixed.v~:i.ng support came from l'iAG-n, 
MAG-12, and MAG-13, as well as from 7th Air Forcei, units. 

The types of missions were command and control; resupply, medical evac­
uation, observation, photo reconnaissance, ~llumination, psychological war­
fare, troop and logistical lifts, Arc Lightlstrikes, as well as close air 
support, both cQnv~RtjJ)n@land radar controlled. 

(1) Close Air Support 

In February, 15 flights of fixeft_wing air strikes were run on 
enemy targets; in March, 27 flights; in April, 68 flights; and in May, 69 
flights. AN/TPQ 10 radar controlled bombing support was: 

Requested 
Received 
Tonnage 

FEB MAR APR MAY 
~ m- li29 m 
220 105 147 59 
601 271 h58 lh8 

From June through November, air support included: 

JUN JU1 AUG SEP OCT NOV 
FW SORT n8 '>'87 4(g 003 TIiIi 134 
FW TONS 295 982' 757 972 243 225 

Arc light missions in support: One (1) !n Jan; two (2) in Pebruary; seven 
(7) in June; five (5) in August; and sillC (6) in September. 

(2) Helicopter Support 

Because of expanded.. mobile operatbns in the northern portion 
of the AO,which required extensive helicopter resupply, helicopter support 
'.Jas greatly increaserl. in July. Helicopter passenger and cargo (tons) sup-
1101"+, is. B.Fl f.ollowa.: 

HEl,O PAX 
HELO CAR 

HELO PAX 
HELO CAR 

FEB 
4 

51 
JUL 

18,m 
1,506 

MAR 
2,)00 

175 
AUG 

28,022 
1,765 

APR 
4,000 
1,376 

SEP 
26,981 
2,695 

c. Tanks and Anti-Tank Support 

MAY 
1,124 

45 
OCT 

171,Iibb 
3,694 

JUN 
~673 

380 
NOV 

10,0181 

878 

Tank support was provided by IIBII Company, 3rd Tank Battalion throughout 
the Lancaster II Operation. In February they were augmented by "A.n 'Company, 
~d Tank Battalion. 
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Tanks provided 90mm H&I fires, escorts for morning mine sweeps and daily 
convoys, and also supported infantry operations on and around Route #9 in­
cluding the Rock"0ile area. Company commanders during this period were: 

Company A 
Company B 

Cap~ C. L. SALE 
Capt D. W. KENT 
Capt C. W. REINKE 

n 11 

IstLt J. T. MILLER 

1 Feb - 29 Feb 
21 Jan .. 24 Jan 
25 Jan - 31 Jan 
1 Mar - 25 Jul 

26 Jul .. 23 Nov 

On 25 August, 1st and 2nd Platoons, nAil Company, 3rd Anti-tanks were 
chopped to Co "BII, 3rd Tank Battalion. Sweeps around the Rockpile area 
were in coordination with infantry, tanks and ontos. 

D. Other Support 

UNIT 

3rd Recon Bn 

3rd Med Bn 

3rd SP Bn 

3rd Dental Co 

3 rdEngr Bn 

11th Engr En 

9th MT Bn 

CO 

LtCol W. D. KENT 
LtCol D. R. BERG 

Cmdr R. A. EROVJN 
Cmdr B. K. SLEMT"lONS 

LtCol J. IN. QTTINN 
LtCol R. A. SULIK 
Major E. J. GODF~EY 

Capt T. D. MAHON~Y 
Capt T. D. STEVENSON 

LtCol J. W. PERRIN 
Major R. S. KROLAK 
LtCol W. C. PlliS.'\C 

LtCol V. A. PERRY 
LtCo1 R. C. EVANS 

Ma,j or J. R. STAlITLEY 
Maj or R. KRUT.AK 
LtCol J. R. FOX 
LtCol L. J. TREMBL!iY 

DATES 

21 Jan - 11 Jul 
12 Jul .. 23 Nov 

21 Jan - 3 Jul 
1 Aug - 23 Nov 

21 Jan - 10 May 
11 Hay.. 5 Oct 
6 Oct .. 23 Nov 

21 Jan - 21 Jul 
30 Jul .. 23 Nov 

21 Jan - 6 Mar 
2 Mar.. 1 Sep 
2 Oct - 23iiNov 

21 Jan.. 3 Aug 
4 Aug .. 23 Nov 

21 Jan - 27 Jul 
28 Jul.. 1 Oct 
2 .Oct .. 13 Nov 

14 Nov .. 23 Nov 

For additional information see Section (112 "Administrative Matters". 
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1. lNTELLIGEliCE 

A. Sources of Intelligence 

1. Intelligence sources included aerial photograp:tly', _rial obser­
Vation, ra, SLAR, URS, APD, Maids, ACOUBUOY and gr:ound sensors auch as 
HANDSID. Other non-technical aou.roes were pC7i:' 8, Hoi Ohanh' a, captured 
documents, supplies and equipment, and ground recon, used for surveil­
lance, screening and some sensor eJllplacement. 

B. EmSY situation 

Januar,r and February 

During this period, the 320th NYA Division employed their 48th and 
52nd Regiments in attacks along Route~. Their 64th Regiment was held in 
reserve. Prisoners captured during 24 Jan - 21 Jan, and attacks on the 
Oam Lo District Headquarters in late January substantiated this intel­
ligence. The 8th Battalion, 29th Regiment operated west of Route #9 
between the Rockpile and Oa Lu. 

Artillery support for the 320th Division came from the 164th 
Artillery Regiment. The status of the 54th Artillery Regiment, organio 
to the ~2Oth Division, remained unknown. 

March and April 

Contact lessened as the 64th Regiment operated northwest of A-4 
i'1. the southern Dl1Z, and the 48th and 52nd Regiments operated north of 
the central DMZ. 

Artillery support came from all NYA artillery regiments in and 
north of the DMZ. probably in a combined artillery command. 

south of Camp Carroll the 21th Independent Battalion Operated, 
utilizing ambushes, mines and mortar attacks. A secondary function 
was to serve as guides through their area.. 

It was believed that the village of Thon Doc Xlnh, south of Camp 
Oarroll harbored a looal force company. Later intelligence sabstan­
tiatad its existence and the possibility that it may be part of the 27th 
Battalion. An operation beginning 16 April aga.inst the 27th Battalion 
base camp in the Rao Vinh Valley resulted in over 400 bunkers and 25 
observation towers destroyed thoU8b no oontaet with the enemy was made. 

Apr 11, May and June 

Reoonnaissance experts and eleotronic surveillance devioes in­
dicated the oont muinS transit through the southern portion of the AO 
by unidentified enemy units. No large scale ground attacks were at­
tempted though incoming rockets, artillery and mortars oontinued. 

July 

Intelligenoe indicated the presenoe of one unidentified IVA 
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battalio1ll~ one.:bnidentUied artillery and anti-aircraft battalion 
and numerous enemy supplies, bunkers, and positions in the northern 
portion of the Lancaster II AD. 

Lancaster II July action was intended to It spoil" future operat~ions 
of the)20th NV:'I. Division by destroying their preposi tioned supplies 
and prepared positions. Targets were also the unidentified antillery/ 
anti-aircraft and infantry battalions. - . 

As the operation commenced on 17 July, the 3rd and 9th Marines, 
and two battalions of the 2nd ARVN Regiment-~egan finding large a­
mounts of munitions, supplies and large bunker complexes. As the 3rd 
Marines swept Dong Ha'Mountain and 2 ridges to tpe North, the enemy 
withdrew either north or west, most probably north, leaving behind 
only a small delaying force to hinder movement. One find on Lanc~s­
ter II July was two 75mm Pack Howitzers captured on Dong Ha Mountain 
which had been used to fire on Camp Carroll.' 

August 

The 64t~ Regiment and 52nd Regiment began appearing in earlx 
August. There were indications that the 48th Regiment was being 
held in reserve probably north of the Ben Hai River. As the month 
progressed, units in the ar~a north of Camp 2arroll/Rockpile made 
·.oontact with elements of the 7th, 8th and 9th Battalions of the 64th 
Regiment. Also the 52nd Re.giment was ,fgundJ~.o have 1J~ree1Jai:,i:"alions, 
the 4th, 5~h and 6th. Intelligence showed the 54th NVA Artil1ery 
Regiment in support. _ 

September 

In the beginning of th3 month bvo battalions of the 52nd Regi­
ment were known to be operating along and south of-the DMZ north­
west of the Rockpile. The 64th Regiment operated in the east in 
the vicinity of A-4. The location of the 48th RegimAnt, 320th Div­
ision and one battalion of each the 52nd and 64th Regiments was 
unknown. The Nui Tia Pong hill mass was suspected to harbor exten­
sive infiltration and staging facilities. 

As Lancaster II Trousdale North commenced the enemy chose not 
to defend in strength. He chose, rather, to sacrifice installations 
and material rather then expose large formations to the effect of 
massed combat power. His defense consisted primarily of delaying 
action by small units with liberal and effective use of command 
detonated DH-IO mines. These mines initiated a large percentage 
of contacts. Restrictive terrain, dense forest and narrow precip­
itous ridgelines, favored their employment. Mortars were the 
enemy's primary supporting .~rm. By mid-month accumulating intel­
ligence indicated an extensive NVA _base cgJllIJ_1'!.loJlEtht:!.soj:li:.ll~r!l .edge 
of the DMZ. There was additional evidence that h~ was employing ve­
hicles south of the Ben Hai River. The suspected,' base 'area was 
conveniently located along an extensive J::.igh I?peed {rail._system;ex­
tending from North Vietnam to Base Area 101. .Portions of this system 
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also ran east to west, generally paralleling the DMZ, providing 
lateral L~~s for units deployed south of the Ben Hai. The trail 
network had bamboo rails, log steps up steep slopes and way stations, 
stores, hospitals and bunker complexes every 8 hours walking dis­
tance. The NVA had,very few maps of the area; what few they had 
were rough hand~drawn :,:::ketches. They relied heavily on guides and 
extensive trail markers. Porters normally remained hidden during the 
day and carried supplies and munitions at nitsht. 

Elements of the 48th Regiment were confirmed south of the DMZ. 
At least two battalions of this 'regiment were in contact with the 
3rd Marines to the east of the Regimental AO. Documents discovered 
on Nui Tia Pong suggested the presence of the 8th and 9th Battalions, 
29th Regiment, 325th Division. This was not substantiated by cor­
roborating evidence. The documents may have been left by these units 
while earlier transiting the infiltration route. 

At the onset of Lancaster II Trousdale, th~ enemy had 6 known 
battalions committed south of the Ben Hai. As the operatip~ c~ntinued 
the command and control elements of the 320th Division~and,.sigri.ificant 
portions of the 52nd Regiment moved probably northward across the Ben 
Hai and westward. Significant stores of food and munitions were time 
and again abandoned. One battalion continued to o?erate in the vi~ 
cinity of Nui Ba toa but by the end of the month hao/ ,1eft that area 
apparently moving westward following trails south, ~f Nui Tia Pong. 

The September action resulted in marked damage to e~emy man-. 
soon plans as well as to major infiltration, staging, training, medical 
and command/control facilities. This damage was compounded"by the 
enemy's inability to quickly react' and adjust his plans to a new 
situation. While the enemy did suffer significant persctnrt~l losses, 
two battalion equivalents; he apparently had not as yet introduced 
into the area those forces intended to conduct monsoon·opefations. 
Many of the bunker complexes were empty and devoid of significant 
debris normally associated with rapid withdrawal. Larg~ !:it"ores of 
food and munitions and one large cache of new individual weapons 
were probably prepositioned for use by follow-on units. r~edical 
stores discovered were indicative of modern and sophisticated 
medicines available to the enemy. However, the lo:ss of substantial 
amounts of medical supplies, ,.as well as treatment facilities added 
to the existing situation of a generally pr~lTlitive evacuation/ t,reat­
ment system. POW interrogations suggested that a large percentage 
of enemy units consisted of fresh troops with but a few months service. 
Their morale was initially high. They were well equipped and fed 
but had limited training and lacked experience. They were, however, 
well dug in and well camouflaged. They used_the terrain much to their 
advantage with the use of DH-IO mines. 
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October arid November 

In the early part of the month, the enemy continued delaying 
tactics along Route #1022S in the DMZ, to cover withdrawal north 
across the Ben Hai River of ground elements of the 320th NVA Divisidln 
and an unident~fied artillery unit. . 

Route #102.~S was discovered by visual aerial._Z'econnaissance 
and verified by aerial photography during September. Running through 
the DMZ from XD 964677~to XD 980685, it crossed into North Vietnam 
over underwater bridges. Along this road the 52nd Regiment occupied 
a series of blocking positions up to the 8th of October. By 9 Oct­
ober the enemy had withdrawn across the Ben Hai ~iver • 

. Along Route #1022S, five artillery positions were discovered. 
The guns had been withdrawn north, but 680 rounds of l52rnm, 90mm and 
85mm artillery wer~ found •. , The ,g1l4 sites and suspected command 
center were enoircled with prepared mortar pita. It was noted that the 
majority of these positions were located to the rear and flanks of 
both the co~~and center and gun pits. The mortar crews would fire, 
move immediately to a new position and resume firing. 

On 7 October, a Soviet made 6 cylinder diesel, full track 
prime mover was found at XD 988689. The vehicle w~s partially burn­
ed, and a.ppeared to have been hit by a 105rnm rOtind. There was a 
winch on the front bumper similar to those found on U.S. 2~ ton 
trucks. On the rear, a coupling device for pulling an artillery 
piece was found. 

On 12 October, a destroyed amphibian tractor at XD 997698 was 
found. It had a 12 cylinder diesel engine with a winch on the rear. 
From the middle of October to the termination of Lancaster II, enemy 
activity was insignificant. 

C. Terrain Analysis 

Characteristics of the terrain in Lancaster II AD are conveniently 
divided into two parts. The first portion is roughly defined as the 
area north of the ridge line on which Camp J. J. Carroll and OP 250 
are situated, across the Cam 10 River. 

This entire area is generally rugged, being composed of hills 
in the eastern half and mountains further west. P~minent in the_ 
area is a ridgeline running generally east to west on the north-
ern side of the Cam L oRiver on to where Dong Ha vic (YD 0259) and 
Gong Ma vic (YD 475585) Mountains are located. This entire ridgeline. 
affords the enemy excellent observation of Route #9 and a limited 
view of the Camp Carroll Plateau; it should be noted that the latter 
is the most prominent land mass in the operating area south of the 
Cam Lo River. -- -

Vegetation in this northern portion of the AD is typified by 
double and triple canopy trees and accompanying undergrowth. While 
this type of vegetation offers excellent cover and concealment to 
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the enemy forces in the area, it greatly impedes movement and will 
channelize both friendly and enemy forces onto the trails running 
through the area. 

Friendly access to this northern portion of the operating area is 
restricted to foot traffic because of the Cam Lo River which fl~Ts through 
the .'lrea from (TIl 100597 ~. In periods of prolonged inclement weather, 
this river will be a formidable obstacle even for foot troops. Also,' 
of significance is Route #9 which runs in close proximity to and on the 
south side of the Cam Lo ~iver and ~erVGs as the principle friendly 
avenue of approach into the operating area. 

The second distinct portion of the 0gerating area is that area 
south of Camp Carroll on the western side of Route 115)8 frequently re­
ferred to as the Qua Valley. This area is predominantly flat abandoned 

... farm land, and is comprised of open fields and rice paddies with only 
sparse tree lines and hedgerows to hamper observation from the Camp Carroll 
Plateau. While this type of terrain is prone to easy movemAnt, cover 
and concealment is poor and troops are easily channelized by the 'many 
irregular rice patties. Significrant in this area is the extensive village 
complf'lx adjacent to Route J!558, the largest ____ of which is Thon Doc Kinh 
Resettlement Village vic (YD 0952). Friendly avenues of approach into 
the area are provided byl.out~·, j,l~5f), an unpaved single lane secondary 
road running south from Route ,~9, and the s'1condary road running south 
of Camp J. J. Carroll Plateau; there is also an east-west road intersec­
ting Route /1558 at the Doc Kinh 'lesettlemen'tt. 'lillage that provides access 
into the western extreme 6f the CUa Valley. 

D. ',-leather 

'l'he principal effects of 1-reather were the fog, low ceiling clouds 
and rain that inhibited air activity. 

Early morning fog and lO~T ceiling lasted from January through Hay, 
let np during warmer months then afain becaTlle a problem in late August 
on. For instance, the average ceilim~ was 5000-6000 feet during the warm 
month of June; while a cooler month, April, was 2000-3000 feet during 
the day and 500-1000 feet at night. Visibility throughout the period 
averaged ab('ut 5.5 miles. 

Hainfa11 was balaIN average totaling h'" in January, 3" in 'February 
and tapering off t9 o~casiQnaLS}~QwerEL~i.nA'8ril_anr,1. Hay. In June there 
were occasional thundershowr~rs, by August rains in the first half of the 
!.tonth Here heavy though les8 so tt19. latter half and on into September. 
On 13 October, a tro?ical storm interruptedJ.:ines of cmmnunication; and 
was1.1ed away both the Khe Gia and Cam 10 bridges. Hinds usually averaged 
7 knots, though in AU['ust they averaged 25 1{nots and in October during 
the tropical storm tl-18Y reached 50 knots. 

Temperatures generally became coobrfrom January to [i'ebruary 
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then progressively warmed 'IP until June,remained constant through July 
and in August began to cool ()ff. February's average~was 65°-, June IS 

averare was 87.5°, and in August the average was 80°. Tt was common to 
have high's of 105° in June and. July, and lo;.r's of 50° in Fepruary. 

8. MISSION 

Initially, the Regiment responsible for the Lancaster II AO was 
required to: 

(1) Conduct search and destroy operati.ons in AO; 
(2) Defend combat bases and other vital installations in AO; 
(3) l·iaintain combat bases in con.iunction with 'iF units, in 

designated locations; 
(4) Open and secure lines of con~unicatign within AO; 
(5) Maintain active ground surveillance and screening operations 

and spoiling attacks against NVA/VC forces; and 
(6) Support GVN RD Campaign Plan .1967. 

Other missions ass1.gned in subsequent months were: 

(1) Maintain a Sparrow Hawk platnon as a division reaction force; 
and 

(2) Prepare contingency plans for coordinated multi-regimental 
operatioris in Lancaster II AO. 

Taskf?orce Hotel when assigned operational control of forces in 
the Lancaster U AD was ordered to: Pr0pare plans for and conduct major 
operations in the LancasJer J:I AO wtth_ll.p_tO tWO_I'~gtlTl~nt"s._ . _____ _ 

9. CONCEPT OF' OPE'l.ATION 

Initially, two to three battalicns were employed operating prin­
cipally from fixed combat b!3.ses at (1) Camp Carroll, (2) vicinity of 
Thon Son Lam/1ockpile area and (3) CaLu •. Ail:'L artillery, tanks, 40rnrl 
(Sp) (AW), and .50 caliber truck-mounted H55' s~1.rere in support. The 
major effort du:dng the first few months was devoted to preventing TiNA! 
VC forces from interdicting Route ~19 between Cam La, Camp CarroU, Ca 
Lu and Thon Son Lam. Company size, preplanned, search and destroy 
operations and small unit activities inc11idin[ scout dog patrols and 
night ambushes were conducted. In Ma:r.c;l1, sear:gp. and destroy operations 
became multi-company size. 

In July, the concept oC-0'.;erations-cnangeato amoi'e-rIibbile 
posture. Base defense forces W8"'8 reduced tOJ.lomrany strengths permit-
ting larFer size forces_Jo op..§rat,e_in the field. The use of eKtE~ns:i:y:.~.,-______ .... __ . ___ . 
long ranEe reconnaissance patrols provided~ :tllELllleanS to explore ~very 
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iDdica.ticm ot enemy aotiTity. IUlI8rouB landing 1i0De1 .re created by 
air and artillery tire on hill top. 01' ruorback ridges and recon te ... 
quickly inserted. In the cues ot prm.oual,. prepared LZ' a, aer1al o'b-
88rver. and aerial photography 6&Te eTidenc1e or nne. ~r boobl'-trapa. 
SlAspected II1ned LZ'. were prepped before the reccn1f~ .... were inaerted. 
TeaJlls were I1Orllal17 4 to 6 lien, when out at range of sUPPortin6 artillerl' 
tire, and 8 to 10 .n, it within r8%1ge. The concept ot the larger M.a 
use W&8 that they could, and would be :re1n£orcad if 1'18cessary. They 
were allowed to initiate contact. Tlw smaller tealla Dy the~ ais., if 
engaged, would withdraw quickl;y. Reconnaissance was their prillar7 and 
only mission. 

When recon units indicated the presence ot significant enelly toree...s 
or lupplies, f"riendly foree. vere Ilassed and ellphasia placed on "pre­
paring the Dattlefield". Landing zones were eeoured on narrow ridge8, 
easily' defensible, then with engineers support, Blade into tire aupport 
bases normally 8000 meters apart and mutually npportin6.. LiBbt artil­
lery was then prep osit i01'18d in tM se base .. 

Extensive p1'8p tires, including Arc Light aiasions to provide 1Ia%i-' 
II1UlI ahock and destructive effeot, preceded a rapid (aollet.tmes II1ll.ti­
regimental (Mar:ine-ARVN) inll8rtion of helicopter borne intantry, which , 
cut oft eneJl1 reinf'orcement, resupply and elilCape routes. Because ot 
the artJ.llery umbrella available, foroe 8 operated usually in one of two 
wa7s1 

(t) Each :~olll})a.ny operated independently under a proteotive tan 
of artillery in an assigned A.O of 2000 to ,000 _ters on each side 
based. around an LZ, and pa.trols oonducted detailed searches Wltll the 
AO had been thoroughly oovered and the oompany subsequently was heli­
lifted to another LZ, or 

(2) Battalions leap frogged oompanies over one another along 
narrov razorbaak ridgel1nes building nev LZ'II as they lI:Ived. In the 
interim, patrols thoroUBhly aearched out the tingers and drawlI on 
each side ot the rideel1ne. 

In both method8 ot operation, the oonlltruction ot numerous LZ's pro­
vided faoilities for helicopter resupply, re1nt'oroement and medevac ot 
casualties. Additionally, the Lz1s allowed the Division to regularly 
insert reconnaissanoe patrols to Ilainta1n surveillance of the £ea and 
should enemy :toroes have returned, rapid mass deployment was praotioal. 

10. EDCm ION 

21 Jana In accordance with Third Marine Division Operation Order 58-67, 
Operation Lancaster commenoed when the 4th Marines aBswed responsibility 
tor the tormer Lancaster area of operations and relooated to Camp Carroll 
(n> 066543). Major forces available. 2/9 and 3/9. 

23 Jan. During the night at 2135H, E/2/9 received small arms fire at 
YD 102510 which resulted in 2 lilA. 
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24 Jan: Major efforts by the NVA to interdict Route #9 and inflict 
casualties through attacks by fire on Camp Carroll began. At l34oH, 
an artillery, resupply convoy, composed of a jee~ and 2 heavy trucks 
enroute from Dong Ha to Camp Carroll, was ambushed at YD 060569 with 
small arms, mortar and recoilless rifle fire. A.11 the vehicles were 
damaged. A reaction force of one platoon, two tanks and two dusters, 
moving east toward the ambllsh, were~also pinnea dOwn at TIl 075572, 
until 1830H. They then proceededtoCamGo~District Headquarters. 
One tank and both dusters were damaged. A l'elief convoy from Dong Ha 
reached the ambush site at 1900H and began evacuating the casualties. 
To further reinforce the unit in the ambush,' 3/4 (-) was chopped to 
the 4th Marines and M/3/4 was helilifted from 15,000 meters away at 
YD 149692, to Camp Carroll and Hill 250. At 1900H, M/3/4 commenced 
moving toward the ambush site. At 2300H, upon learning that all WIA's 
had been medevaced, M/3/4 ~setin at-YD~-O~45b4. Results: 6 KIA, 28 
WIA and 8 NVA/KIA. Major forces available: 2/9, 3/9 and 3/4 (-). 

25 Jan: At 0630H, M/3/4 moved a platoon to the high ground at YD 
074574, and the remaining platoons began sweeping the road from east 
to west. At 09l5H, M/3/4 received small arms fire at YD 073572, from 
an estimated 25 NVA. They returned fire. Results: 2 KIA, 2 WIA, 
3 NVA/KT...A and one 7.62 MG captured. At 1314H, M/3/1.~ received 6 rounds 
incoming 82rrnn mortar and sporadic snip"~r fire at ~ 075572. Results: 
11 WIA. At 1649H, at YD 074569, M/3/4 received 3 additional incoming 
mortar roundsl,- 'resulting in 6 WIA. By 1900H" I/3/4, ,and L/3/4 had joined 
M/3/4 and established a three compan~, 360~perimeter. 

26 Jan: The 4th Marines were to deploy on both sides of the river south 
of grid line 59. However, when at 0845H, ari' explosion destroyed the 
bridge at YD 074572, all units were advised\o remain south of the river. 
Sweeping operations corn.rn.enced. At 1025H,I73/4 sighted 12 NITA in the 
open at. YD 072531. A subsequen~,; ar~i11ery mission resulted b 2 r...TVA/ 
KIA, 1 NVA POltJ, and assorted captured gear.-At I550H,. 1/3/4, at YD 
074563, made contact with a small element of an NVA patrol. Results 
were 4 \~'1.A, 6 NVA/KIA. and 4 IWe. At 1715H, 1/4, while approaching Camp 
Carroll from theSW, received automatic weapons fire from the SEe Re­
sults: 12 WIA and 1 NVA/KIA. At 2145H, at YO 095513, an LP fnum E/2/9 
detonated two claymore mines, then received small arms fire, resulting 
:in 1 WIA. 

27 Jan: During the early morning hours, an enemy force infiltrated 
into M/3/4's area, presumably through the stream bed to the west of 
Mike's Hill (YD 974574) and other ary stream-beds and gu1leys to the 
north and east of the hills, At iJ500IIi, an estimated NVA reinforced 
company began an assault on Mike's Hill. The attack lasted for four 
hours consisting of heavy automatic weapon, recoilless rifle, RPG 
rocket and snipAr fire. Heavy artillery and 8lmm mortar fire were called 
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in and adjusted by "W' Company, ~.jhile "I" Company from..§1n adjacent hill, 
8.ided with observed 60mm mortar fire. At 0930H, ilL" Company began mov­
ing toward a trail junction at YO 077571, where it could then sweep 
west to reestablish contact with an "M" Comp·any ambush. that was pinned 
down at YD 075573. "L" Company met with little resistance, linking up 
with "M" Company forces at the bridge. The terrain required "I" Com­
pany (-) to move across an open area, interspersed by thick hedgerows 
of brush. Heavy artillery fire was directai to cover the company's 
exposed left flank, acrosathe rive~_t_Q __ th~~QI'th..Aa_"_I"_Qompany moved, 
it received fire on both flanks from well dug-in and camouflaged enemy 
positions. At 13l0H, the reserve platoon of "I" Company was committed. 
A platoon from "1" Company also began moving west to assist "I" Com­
pany. By 1350H, the two platoons had made contact with "I" Company (-). 
A Huey gunship was particularly outstanding, landing near "I" Company 
casualties to determine enemy~utomatic positions and evacuating casu­
alties well before any LZ was secure. At l400H, the "I" Company re­
serve"platoon, moving north to a stream bed west of Mike's Hill, was 
still encountering heavy enemy fire. At lBOOH, "I" Company was chopped 
to "W' Company and the 3rd platoon of "WI Company was chopped to "L" 
Company. There were two night positions. Results of the day's ac­
tivity: 21 KIA, 62 WIA, 131 NVA/KIA, 6 NVA (POW), 43 TINC and 19 CSW. 

28 Jan: At l427H, a large tunnel network was found at 1645H. 3/4 had 
moved to Camp Carroll and B-52 strikes were conducted in the area of 
contact of 27 Jan, at 1700H. 

29 Jan: At 073 OH " a platoon was helilifted to Dong Ha, where it sup­
ported a tank sweep west on Route #9, to the damaged bridge at In 074 
572. The bridge was secured at 1110H, and a tank/infantry sweep began 
to clear the surrounding area. At 1140H, an 8lmm mortar, short round, 
landed in L/3/4' s position causing 2 "HA. During the sweep, 30 'NVA 
bodies (previously reported) and 31 weapons were found. At l515H, H/ 
2/9 found two wounded NVA. Results: 2 NVA(POW). At 1530H, the bridge 
was trafficable and a huge convoy from Dong Ha began moving to relieve 
Camp Carroll. 

30 Jan: At 1350H, Camp Carroll had 3 incoming 75mm rounds. At 1550H, 
a convoy truck detonated a mine at YD 045575, resulting in 1 WIA. 

31 Jan: 2/4 was chopped to. 4th Marines. At 1300H, M/3/4 found 17 NVA/ 
KIA at In 064567. At 13jOH 2/9 assumed 3/4' s mission of "road security 
in vicinity of YD 076574. At 1448H, a convoy received 3 incoming mor­
tar rounds causing 1 KIA and 1 WT~. At 1645H, a recon team observed 
two NVA crawling toward them at YD 106529. They killed one NVA and 
captured one AK-47. Major forces available: 2/9, 3/9, 2/4 and 3/4 (-). 

1 Feb: At 1430H, a vehicle from H/2/9 enroute to Dong Ha received 3 
incoming mortar rounds, resulting in 3 WIA. _ 

21 SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SEC7:?ET • 
2 Feb: At 1110H, Camp Carroll received 8 incoming artillery rounds. 

Results: 2 WIA. At n5J.j.H, E/2/4 at YD 039559 observed enemy movement 
at YO 035~84. Subsequent artillery missions resulted in 2 NVA/KIA. . 
At 1405H, ~amp Carroll received 5 incoming artillery rounds. Results: 
3 WIA. At 1600H, G/2/4 at YO o6P570 received 22-25 incoming artillery 
rounds. Counter battery fire and a search of the area resulted in 1 
NVA/KIA, 17 friendly W1A and 1 TWC. At 1700H, E/2/9 at YD 089577 re­
ceived fire from two squads of NVA on Hill 37, at YD 089578. An assault 
of Hill 37, following the artillery strikes, resulted in 1 KIA, 30 WIA, 
11 ~A/KIA and 11 n~c. At 1720H, Camp Carroll was hit by 10 incoming, 
artillery rounds resultin~ in 13 WIA. At 1735H, 8lmm mortars were 
fired on enemy movement, resulting in 8 NVA/KIA. 

3 Feb: At 01048, Camp Carroll reported 3 incoming artillery rounds 
impacting outside its perimeter. At 0345H, Camp Carroll received 4 
incoming artillery rounds. At l140H, 2/9 at YD 074572 was hit by two 
incoming 82mm mortar rounds resulting in 5 WIA. 

4 Feb: Camp Carroll was hit by 4 incoming rounds of artillery at 05,OH. 
At 0925H, I/3/4 observed NVi!:. blowing up a bridge at YD 042554. At 1400H, 
I/3/4, during the daily mine sweep, detonated an anti-personnel mine 
resulting in 2 WIA. At l5l5H, Camp Carroll received 3 incoming artil­
lery rounds resulting in 3 WIA. At 20l0H, a platoon of E/2/4, at YD 
050566, encountered an enemy force of unknown but superior size coming 
from the NE, just after artillery and mortar fires had been adjusted 
in that area. Results were: 2 KIA and 1 WIA. 

5 Feb: At 02l5H, an IF from E/2/9 at YO 089578 made contact with 
approximately 20 ~A. Withdrawing with 4 WIA the LP incurred 1 MIA. 
A squad sent to find the MIA encountered S/A and A/W fire. Results: 
1 KIA and 9 WtA. At 0600H, fragments from grenade thrown from M/3/4's 
position atop Mike's Hill, resulted in 1 KIA and 1 WIA. At 0730H, a 
search for the MIA revealed I KIA, 9 NVA/KIA and 8 lWC. At 1246H, 3/9 
at Thon Son Lam was hit by 14 rounds artillery, from XD 937535 or XD 
937535. They returned 106mm recoilless rifle and artillery fire. Re­
sults: 2 KIA and 13 WTA. At 13l0H, 2/9 at YD 078578 received 20 rounds 
artillery resulting in 1 KIA and 2 WIA. At1500H, a 2/4 Marine at YO 
042566 tripped an explosive device resulting in 2 WIA. 

6 Feb: At o14oH, E/2/9 was firing at continuous movement outside their 
perimeter. At 0320H, three friendly, short rounds impacted in G/2/4'5 
position at YD 074574 resulting in 2 WIA. E/2/9 found 2 NVA/KIA'jn a 
morning check outside their perimeter. At 0845H, 2/4 at YO 034557 sighted 
15-20 NVA and called in artillery and mortar fire. Results: 13 NVA/KIA. 
At 1649H, E/2/9 received incoming mortar fire causing 2 WIA. 
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7 Feb. At 130CE, E/2/4 at lD 026562 reoeived a/A fire resulting in 
·3 WIA. 

6 Feb. At 021$, Camp Carroll was hit b;r 5 artiller;r rounds.A.t 
1115H, Ca1IlP Carroll reoeiTed another 4 1ncoaiJlg artillery rounds .f'roll 
a 5800 a11 ad_the Oounter battery fire vas called. 

9 Feb. At 010C11, 2/4 at lD 033563 reoeived 6 !Dooming grenades. At 
0'3OR, 2/4 at 'ID 014514 received one 1ncom1ng rocket., At 1045H, an 
E/Zl4 squad patrol surprised a reinforoed IVA platoon I8tting into an 
ambush position north of Route It:; at lD 047569. The IVA had wire oom­
munioations with the north bank of the CaJI Lo River and apparently were 
waiting .f'or the oonvoy from Dong Rae The fire1"ight lasted until a re­
action platoon reinforced 2/4' iii squad., SUpportmg aras vere called in 
on the retreating enemy. Results. 5 USMJ XIA, 4 USHJ WIA, 12 WJ./KIAt 
3 lVIO and 1 cSVtU. At 1050H, .,/9 received 5 iDoolliDg a.rtiller,. rounds 
at YD 997556. At 1402H, 2/4 at In 074,74 received 5 iDCOJIing S2D 
rounds. At 1432H, 2/4 reoeived 5 more incoming 82mm rounds. At 11OCH,· 
Arc Light strikes hit in vicinit,r YD 043582. 

11 Feb. At 1045H, a oonvoy to Dong Ha had one 115- selt-pro;PeUed gun 
detonate 8. ll1ne at YD 092577. Results. 5 W'IA.. At 15,oH, 2/9 received 
tive incoming 621Ua mortar rounds at lD 874574, also resulting in 5 WIA.. 

12 Feba At 104511, 2/9 at 1D oaS57S receiwd eight rounds 82l11Dl oortar, 
from vicinity YD 085594, resulting in 9 WIA... 60mm mortar, artillery 
and gunships counter fired. There were two seoondarY' explosions.· A.t 
1745H, 2/9 at 1D 074575 reoeived tan rounds of incoming 82ml1l mortar re­
sulting in 2 WIA. A.t 1800H, 2/4 at YD 071580 reoeived two incoming 82_ 
mortar rounds resulting in 2 W'IA. 

13 Febl By 1035H, 3/9 at 0& Lu had received 918 civilian ret'ugees from 
the Khe Sanh araa. 

17 Febl At 0945H, 3/9 at Oa Lu received another 200 refugees. At 1245H, 
2 4 at YD 064568 was hit by 18 rounds of 82mm mortar. Oounter mortar, 
artillery and tank fire was oalled. Resultsl ; WIA. 

15 .Feb: At 120OH, K/3/9 at XD 988446 began to taD heavy incoming 
mortar and r1f le fire from an estimated anem;r platoon at XD 98544 3. 
One platoon attacked the enemy wh:Ue an aerial observer and UH-1E 
gunships aided from overhead. By 1235H, the platoon had oonsolidated 
the hill but medevac choppers \ol8re twice called in and eaah time 
took heavy fire. Four crewman were wounded. Air strikes were called 
in, and at 1700H a platoon from I/3/9 reached the K/319 platoon and 
began moving back with the casualties to Ca Lu. As they lIIOved, oor­
tars and artillery fire helped COver their flanks. Results. 12 KIA 
and 93 WIA. 
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16 Feb: At 0420H, K/3/9 with all casualties entered Ca Lu. 

17 Feb: A.t 0300R, a grena.de- exploded-.in FI/2/9' s position. Results: 
1 KIA and 2 WIA. At 0900H, a recon tearl at YD 072488 detonated an 
explosive device. Results: 4 WIA. At lOOOH, twelve hundred refugees 
began moving from Ca Lu guided by l1B:tional pQ1ice •. At 1639H, E/2/9 
at YD 039568received_5 incoming 82mrn mortar rounds from vicinity 
YD 061592. Results: h WIA. During the day several units fran 3/4 
were operational~ydirected frOm the ~~ncaster II area of operations. 
Forces available: 2/9, 3/9 and 2/4. 

18 Feb: At 0215H, a Republic of Vietnam Army unit at YD 096518 re­
ceived 5 rounds incoming B-40 rockets. Results: 3 WIA. At 0900H, 
165 refugees from Khe Sanh arrived at Ca Lu. All but 75 of the pre­
vious 1200 refugees had departed for Cam 10. At 1015H, 0/2/4 at YD 
074572 received 33 rounds 82mm mortar. Results: 3 WIA. At 1015, 
G/2/4 at YD 074572 received 33 r01)Jlds 82mrn mQrtar. Results: 2 WIA. 
At 1142H, G/2/4 was hit by another 9 rounds 82mm mortar. Results: 
1 KIA and 1 t·lIA. 

19 Feb: Between 1500H and 1700H, Camp Carroll received 75 rounds of 
mixed caliber rockets and artillery. Results: 4 KIA and 17 WIA. 
At 1515H, G/2/4 received eight 82mm montar rounds resulting in 12 WIA. 
During the day, an AO adjusted fire missions on 2 bunkers and 5 NVA in 
the open at YD 043625. Results: 5 NVA/KIA. At 1735H, a recon team 
at YD 955538 made contact with an estimated 5-7 NVA.'tesults were 2 
Hn. Camp Carroll received 5 rocket rounds between 2000I-i and 21000. 

20 Feb: At 0930H, Camp Carroll received 3 incomine: mort'lr rounds re­
sulting in 3 1VIA. &t 1040H, a convoy duster from Camp Carroll to Dong 
Ha detonated a mine ~t YD 074572. At t525H,·Camp Garroll received 5 in­
coming rocket rounds from a suspected enemy pOSition at YD 066618. 
Counter artillery was fired. At 2110H, a squad size a~bush of G/2/4 
at YD 06u~68 was taken under fire from 4 enemy positions. They returned 
fire. A reaction force reached the ambUSh· 9.-;-,.a also received. fire 
from the same vicinity. Withdrawing, the area was then peppered with 
artillery and 81mm mortars. The ambush was then reinserted. Results: 
1 KIA and 1 ":JIA. 

2l "G'eb: At 1540'1, Ca.mp Carroll received 60-65 rounds incoming rockets, 
artillery and mortars, resulting in 12 WIA. 

22 Feb: Camp Carroll received five incoming 75mm rocket rounds. G/2/4 
received five incoming 82mm mortar rounds. ~t 1700B, a recon team walk­
ed into an enemy base camp, at YD 137548, estimated to be company size. 
The team was taken under fire. A.s the team moved into defensible positions 
a rRdio was damaEed by small arms fire. 
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23 Feb: At 1530H, G/2/4 received 8 unidentified rounds incoming resul­
ting in 4 IvIA. An E/2/4 platoon made contact during the day, resulting 
in 7 WIA at YD 053555. 

25 Feb: Camp Carroll received 2-3 rounds incoming artillery. 

26 Feb: Camp Carroll received 72 rounds incoming artillery. 

28 Feb: At 1130H, a combined regional and popular force patrol at YO 
093515 made contact with an estimated platoon of VC/NVA resulting in 
2 liVIA. At 1229H, a CH-46 helicopter was hit by ground fire and ex­
ploded on i~act. Gunships were called on station and a reaction 
platoon cornm.itted. Results: 22 KIA and 1 WIA. 

29 Feb: At 1015H, an air strike at YO 099631 resulted in 2 NVA/KIA, 
one rocket site destroyed and a large fire. At l400H, an observed ar­
tillery mission in the area resulted in 3 NVA/KIA. 

1 Mar: 3/9 provided security for Ca Lu, Thon Son Lam and Route #9. 
2/9 and a platoon of 2/4 (-) provided security for Camp Carroll, and 
culverts and bridges on Route #9. All units conducted ambushes and 
patrols. 

2 Mar: Camp Carroll received 35-37 rounds of possible 122mm and 130mm 
artillery. There were no casualties. 

3 Mar: Ca~p Carroll received 3 rounds of 75mm and 20 rounds of 130mm 
artillery with negative casualties. F/2/4 at YD 027552 sighted 5 NVA 
and commenced small arms fire. They received one incoming grenade re­
sulting in 1 WIA. E/2/9 had I WIA from 82mm incoming at YO 089579. 

4 }mr: Camp Carroll received 7-9 rounds of 130mm and 75mm artillery 
resulting in 4 1.'TIA. F/2/4 received one round_of unidentified incoming 
at YD 026561 causing 6 WTA. 

6 Mar: BLT 3/1 relieved 2/4. G/2/9 at YO 089579 received one 82mm 
round resulting in 7 WIA. ~ixed wing aircraft destroyed a 50 cal. 
machine gun position at YD 052667 killing one NVA. F/2/9 found 2 NVA 
bodies ,-6 days old at YD 074574. Major forces: 2/9, 3/9 ~nd BLT 3/1. 

7 Mar: No significant events. 

8 Mar: At 1112H, K/3/9 tripped a surprise explosive device at YD 
990498 causing one KIA and one WIA. F/2/9 received seven incoming 
rounds in their positions at YD 077580 causing 4 WIA. At l755H, a 
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rAcon team made contact atYD 083526 with 10-12 NVA armed with auto­
matic and semi-automatic weapons resulting in one WIA. As K/3/9 
approached a bridge at YD 990249, two claymores detonated resulting 
in 1 KIA and 10 WIA. 2/9 (-) con.ducted a search and destroy operation 
south of Cam Lo. 

9 Mar: At 0945H, a recon team made contact at YD 08.4520 resulting 
in 2 WIA. E/2/9 at TD 033531 was taken under fire by 60-70 NVA. Sub­
sequent artillery fire and fixed wing air strLkes resulted in 2 NVA/ 
KIA. }1!3/4 tripped a surprise explosive device at YD 137553 causing 3 
WIA. F /2/9 located at YD 074574 received 2 rounds of e2mm resulting in 
6 ~TIA. 

10 Mar: E/2/9 at YD 138536 received 10 rounds of 60mm mortar causing 
10 WIA. 3/9 began an operation which was to repair and open Route #9 
between Than Son Lam and Ca Lu. They worked with the 11th Engineers. 
At 1130H, a recon team captured an NVA/VC suspect at YD 147561. 

11 Mar: F/2/9 at TD 072575 found 5 NVA bodies one to two we·)ks ald •. 
F/2/9 received ten 82mm rounds in their position at YD 074572 causing 
2 1fIA. At 1300H, an 11th Engineers crane hit a mine resulting in 5 
WIA. A recon team at YD 0385~.o received incoming grenades causing one 
WIA. 

12~: Route #9 was opened between Ca Lu and Thon Son Lam. 

13 Mar: G/2/9 at YD 089579 received three 82mm rounds causing 3 WIA. 
At 1620H, a recon team at YD 153539, ambushed 4 NVA, resulting in 2 
NVA/KIA and 2 NVA/POW. 

14 Mar: At 1145H, a recon team tripped a surprise explosive device at 
YD 001544 resulting in 4 WIA. Camp Carroll received 25-30 rounds of 
130mm artillery resulting in 1 KIA and 2 WIA. A recon team picked up 
one NVA/POW at YD 058428. 

15 Mar: K/3/9 detonated a surprise explosive device at YD 978487 
causing 1 WIA. 

16 Mar: At 1600H, Camp Carroll received 130mm incoming artillery re­
sulting in 1 KIA and 7 WIA. 

17 Mar: No significant events. 

18 Mar: A recon team received small arms fire at TD 131528 from 5-10 
NVA resulting in 1 WIA. 
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19 Mar: H/2/9 at YD 078546 received one sniper round causing 1 WIA. 
K/379 tripped. a snrprise explosive device at YD 970498 resulting in 
7 WIA. A recon team made contact wlth 10 mTA. An artillery mission 
was called resulting in INVA/KIA. . 

20 Mar: K/3/9 detonated a surprise explosive device at YD 970479, 
causing 2 liJIA. 

21 Mar: A recon team at YD 074528, received small arms fire which 
caused 1 WIA. Return fire killed 3 NVA. A Marine sniper at YO 071530, 
killed 3 NVA. 

22 Mar: Two companies of 2/1 were chopped -'to 3/9 and assumed respon­
sibility for Ca Lu airfield. K/3/1 received sniper fire from YO 041 
566 resulting in 2 WIA. 

23 Mar: 3/1, during a road sweep at YD 04~~66, received small arms 
fire causing one engineer WIA. 3/9 at YD 002545 received 11 rounds 
of 122mm rockets. A 105mm bunker exploded resulting in 1 KIA and 11 
WIA. G/2/1 at YD 995495 received two rounds of 82~~ mortar causing 1 
Wil. . 

24 Mar: A recon team observed 70-100 WA/VC at YD 152522. The team 
received small arms fire causing 1 HIA. Their return fire killed one 
NVA. 

25 Mar: A recon tea.m observed 260 NVA at Y!l 128533. An artillery mis­
sion was fired for three hours resulting in 25 NVA/KIA and an estimated 
100 NVA wounded. 

26 ~~r: H/2/1, at YD 005476, received two incoming grenades causing 1 
WIA. H/2/9 at YO 073542 received 5 small arms sniper rounds resulting 
in no casualties. F/2/9 at YD 064571 received 10-15 rounds of 82mm 
mortar resulting in 1 WIA. 2/9 (.) conducted a search and destroy 
operatlon in the southwest portion of the 4th Harines AO. 

27 Mar: 2/9 at YD 155540 received forty-two 60mm rounds resulting in 
9 wIA. 

28 Mar: Snipers at YD 073527 observed 75 people moving west. They 
moved to YD 072524 for better observation and received 20-30 rounds 
of small arms fire. Return fire resulted in one VC/KIA. 

29 Mar: F/2/9 at YD 072571 received two 82mm round1":' causing 3 WIA. 

30 Mar: No significant events. 
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31 ~1ar: At 1015H, F/2/9, at YD 072571, received 9 rounds of 107mm roc­
kets causing 1 T.-:T-A. At l110H, they received :3 more r01.mds of unknown 
size with no casualties. G/2/9 at YD 089578, received 3 rounds of in­
coming l07mm rockets causing 1 WIA. F/2/9, while sweeping a road at 
YD 044568, detonated a mine causing 3 WIA. -

1 Apr: Of interest, Operation Pegasus began at Ca Lu following Route 
ff9 to relieve Khe Sanh. At l300H, F /2/9, at YD 072571, received 44 
rounds of incoming 82mm mortar causing 11 WIA. At 1500H, an air strike 
was directed by an AO on an active mortar site at YD 066598. There 
was one secondary explosion. At 1545B, F/2/9, at YD 072571, received 
13 rounds of 82mm from a suspected NVA position at YD 066592. Later, 
F/2/9 received still another 16 rounds incoming 82mm mortar. 

2 Apr: During the day, 3/1 received 3.0 incoming 82mm mOl'tar rounds. 

3 Apr: At l310H, 2/9, at YO 076581, found 4-6 bunkers, 30-40 chicom 
grenades, and 3-4 mines. _ __ 

4 Apr: During the day two spider holes, a hut elevated above the 
ground and 26 bunkers were found in vicinity _lJ) 147512. Incgming 
mortars and rockets totaled 40 rounds fired, principally at F/2/9's 
position at YD 079571. A VQ base caml' was.fQ@d atYD 147514 at 1200H. 
NVA were si~hted three times duz'ing the day by AO' s and unit OP's. 
Also, at three different time~, NVA walked up to company perimeters 
and threw grenades. Casualties were 2 WIA. . 

5 Apr: A recon team, at YD 047573, was fired upon by automatic weap­
ons at l605H. Another recon team engaged 3-7 ~VA at YD 066561. Re­
sults were 1 KIA, 4 WIA and 4 NVA/KIA. ~t l800H, 3/1 discovered 13 
bunkers, three huts and a 50 ft. tower at YO 147522. 

6 Apr: At 1045, E/2!9, during a helicopter insertion, received an 
unknown quantity of incoming 82rnm mortar rounds. :tesults were 12 WIA. 
Air strikes, artillery and mortar, counter fire were called as the in­
coming mortar rounds became heavier. At 154511, 2/9 was still receiving 
incoming mortar rounds though at a slower ;rate, so an extraction of 
casualties was begun under cover of smote and.suppressive fire. Re­
sults: 2 KIA, 1 ARVN KIA, and 8 WIA. More supporting missions were 
called in at YD 066587 as the incoming ceased: At 2305H, a 3/9 LP .at. 
XD 969549 heard movement to the WN. They checked the wire and found 
it cut in 12 places. 

7 Apr: At ll55H, 1 round incoming in H/2/9!~. position resulted in 1 
KIA and 7 WIA. 

8 Apr: At ll30H, air strikes were directed on A~~ positions at YD 
06862R. At l450H, air strikes hit bunkers at YD 084598, resulting in 
2 NVA/KIA. 
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9 Apr: Air strikes were conducted, at 0830H, against NVA in the open, 

at YD 068607, resulting in 3 N'VA/KIA. At'1015H, a recon team tripped 
a rigged 60mm round at YD 119491. Results: 3 WIA. In the afternoon 
air strikes were. directed at YD 083599 and YD 075586 resulting in 
three secondary explosions. 

10 Apr: Camp Carroll, at 0700H, received 1 round incoming artillery. 
Air strikes during the day were directed at YD 058639, YD 050636 and 
YD 050735, resulting in several bunkers destroyed and several secon­
dary explosions. 

11 Apr: At 0930H, 3/9 at XD 9P.2545 received sporadic rifle fire from 
YD 033573. Blmm and 106mm fire were directed on the target. At 1135H, 
3/9 at Thon Son tam received 27 rounds of inconing artillery resultinr; 
in 10 T:TIA. 2/9, during a cordon and search in the afternoon at YD 
095524, detainAd 3 VC/P(J.v and 16 suspects. 

12 Apr: The road sweep received sniper .fire at 0730H, resulting in 1 
WIA. 80th Ca~p Carroll and 3/9 at Thon Son Lam received incoming ar­
tillery and rockets resulting in 2 WIA. 

14 Apr: At 0745H, 3/9 at YD 071572 found four 75mm rockets and two 
60mm rounds. 

15 Apr: At l247H, 3/9 at Thon Son Lam received 15 rounds incoming l22mm 
rockets from YD 930534. Results: 3 WIA. At l700H, 3 NVA tossed chi­
com's at a recon team at YD 022751. Results: 2 WIA. The recon team 
returned fire and called in gunships. CaY1p Carroll during the day re­
ceived automatic weapons fire from YD 068544. 

16 Apr: Camp Carroll received 5 incoming artillery rounds and two in­
coming grenades during the day. 3/9 at YD 988480 received 9 rounds l22mm 
rockets at 154oH. NVA were sighted at YD 208~35, YD 209542 and YD 925572. 
Artillery fire was called in. 

17 Apr: 3/9 received 18 rounds of estimated 122mm rockets from xn 895519 
at l322H. Results: 1 WIA. They returned fire with artillery, 106mm ~R, 
tanks and 8lmm mortars. 

18 Apr: At 1600H, an airstrike was run at YD 076485, resulting in 2 
secondary explosions. 

19 Apr: At 1830H, a squad from G/2/';) was fired upon by an estimated two 
rNA platoons, while checking for anti-personnel mines on Bridge 28, at 
XD 956428. The NVA fire came from both sides of the river, but prin­
cipally, from what later was known to be a reinforced bunker complex at 
XD 960433. L/3/1 nearby'helped evacuate casualties. When two tanks 
and 2/G arrived at lOOOH, the NVA increased their attack with extremely 
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heavy, S/A, AN, and sniper, mortar and RPG fire. Counter airstrikes, 
artillery and mortar fire were called in immediately. At 1200H, 3-5 
trucks, traveling from Khe Sanh, were disab~.ed as tl;:J.ey tried to cross 
Bridge 28. At this time there were 14 KIA,p7 WIA" .and 8 NVA/KIA. 
At 1815H, I/3/1 incurred 9 WIA from incoming mortars at XD 967432. 
At 2200H, three tanks, two dusters and IIG arrived to reinforce those 
units trying to retrieve c~sualtiesfroIll Bridge 28. 3/G arrived and 
began an attack on the bunker complex at XD 960433. under light pro­
vided by flare ships. As the attack coptinued~ 37G received extremely 
heavy fire. 1/G, and 3/1, enroute to reinforce J/G and .9va<;uate the;ir 
casualties, ,sustained ,an additional 6 KIA and 44 WIA. 2/26 assumed 
defense of Camp Carroll. Major forces: 2/9, 3/9, 3/1 and 2/26. 

20 Apr: At o720H a G/2/9 fire team sent to the high ground at XD 
95642 9, to search for IUA I S and act as an OP, recei ved',heavy fire and 
withdrew under suppressive tank fire. Results: 2 WIA. At 0900H, a 
platoon was sent to the area and also received heavy fire. Results: 
5 WIA. At 1605R, a tank was disabled by a command detonated mine, 
after crossing ,Bridge 28. M/3/1, during the day, manuevered through 
dense terrain toward the bunker complex at XD 957430. Approaching 
darkness caused "M" Company to set in at XD 956432. 

21 Apr: At 0600R, prep fires of the objecti~e at XD 956430 commenced, 
followed by G/2/9 moving into position at XD 957429, to act as a base 
of fire. M/3/1 again began to sweev toward its objective. At 0720H, 
G/2/9 received heaVlJ, AM fire. M/3/1, during the day, crossed the bridge 
at XD 9.56428 with the assistance of a smoke screen. Results: 1 KIA and 
2 WIA. 

22 Apr: At 0055H, yJ3/1 fired at 1 NVA probing their lines. Results: 
1 NVA!KIA. At 0500H, G/2/9 at XD 958482 heard movement and threw 1 grenade. 
Results: 1 NVA./WIA (POW). By 1030H, 0/2/9 and M/3/l had swept the bunker 
complex at YD 958480, resulting in numerous weapons and munitions cap­
tured, and 6 NVA/KIA. At 1615H, a ¥/3/1 pb.toon at XD 952428 received 
6 rounds, incoming mortar, resulting in 4 l'llA. At 1945H, M/3/1 at XD 952 
424 found an R1'G rocket launcher and 3 WA/KlA. Several weapons were 
captured. At 1630R, 2/26 at YD 089576 found .55 NVA/KIA in one grave, to­
gether with assorted documents. At 2115H, a 3/1 ambush at XD 967432 in­
itiated contact. 1-lithdrawing they received .3 chicom grenades. Results: 
2 WIll.. 

23 Apr: During the day, a road sweep uncovered several mines and claymores 
rigged for detonation. At 1930H, 1/3/1 at XD 956428 received 15-20 incoming 
82mm rounds. 

24 Apr: Two ant.i-tank mines were found on the road at XD 976435. 

25 Apr: At 0830H, H/2/26 received sniper fire at YD 099525. They re­
turned,fire. At 1105H, 2/9, at YD 006861, received one incoming recoil­
less r~fle round. 
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26 Apr: M/3/l heard movement around their lines, at XD 966430, and threw 
two grenades which caused one secondary explosion. Results: 2 viIA. At 
0930H, Ca 1u received 5-7 incoming, 107mm rocket rounds resulting in 4 
WIA. At 1022H, Camp Carroll received 5-7 lllcoming 130mm rounds{ resulting 
in 5 WIA. At 2115H, L/3/1 at XD 967).+32 initiated an ambush. While with­
drawing toward their perimeter, they received 3 chicom grenades, resulting 
i~ 2 WIA. At 1228H, M/3/1, at XD 956429, received two unidentified short 
rounds. Results: 1 KIA and 4 WIA, At 1830H, M/3/l and G/2/9 combin8d to 
sweep the area, encounterin.g]'PG,.J1G., and 82mm mortar Lire.. R.esults: } 
WI! and 13 NVA/KIA. Between 1035H and ll40H, Oa 1u and LZ Stud received 16 
incoming rockets. 

27 Apr: At 0930H, 3/9 at XD 969743 found elephant tracks approximately 
2 weeks old. At l030H, M/3/l at XD 955428, with a section of B Company, 
3rd Tanks, captured 1 NVA/pmi and found 2 NVA/KIA. At 1611H, Camp Carroll 
received between forty and fifty l30mm rockets from YO 069635. One rock­
et exploded a fuel dump. Results were 2 WIA. Counter artillery was 
fired. 

28 Apr: At 0623H, Camp Oarroll received 7 incoming artillery rounds. At 
0935H, F/2/6, at YD 068553, called in artillery on an observed bunker re­
sulting in 1 NVA/KIA. 1/3/1, on patrol during the morning, while approaching 
a bunker complex, was hit by command detonated mines, S/A, A/W, chicom grenades 
and 60mm mortar fire at XD 956447. The unit returned fire using UH-IE. 
gunships in support. Contact was broken at1230HJ Results were 3 K~; 
14 \IlIA and 1 NVA/KIA. At 1130H, Camp Carro+.l J;'eceived 2 rounds of 75mm. 
a.rtillery. During the day 2/26 found 13 NVA/KIA at YD 072575_ 

29 Apr: At 1000H, r/3/1 at YO 963454 received 40 rounds of 60mm and 82mm 
mortars. The Company called in supporting fire then. assaulted 10 NVA in 
foxholes. Results: 1 KIA, 3 WIA, and 4 NVA/K1A. The company later 
found a. li~ht machine gun, 60mm mortars and other ordnance. At1600H, 1/3/1, 
at YD 953455; was ambushed by claymore mines, .50 caliber fire, AM and 
chicom grenades. Results: 5 WIA. COlmteI'.artillery resulted in 2 NVA/JH!. 

30 Apr: At 0755H, an 1/3/1 patrol, at XD 952453, made contact with an 
unknown size NVA force. Fulling back to call in artillery they received 
60mm mortar fire causing 2 WIA. A subsequent TPQ resulted in a 60mm mor­
tar destroyed, one large secondary explm;ion. and 7 WA/KIA. A huey gun­
ship pilot in support was wounded. At 1830H,Gamp Carroll received 2 
rounds of 130mm artillery. Counter artille~y was fired. 

1 May: Between 1100H and 1530H, I/3/1 at XD 954451 received 25 artillery 
and rocket rounds. At 1400H, an AO reported 2 NVA digging fighting holes 
at XD 963418. He called in an artillery mission causing 1 NVA/KIA. At 
1613H, 3/1 at YO 974436 discovered a tunnel 25 feet long with a room at 
the end 8'x5'x4'. At 1530H, 3/1 saw 3 NVA standing in a stream at XD 
944428. 60mm and 8lmm mortar missions were ftred. 
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2 Hay: At l11CH, a 3/1 patrol at XD 955430, discovered 2 NVA/KIA. 
At l$05H, Camp Carroll received J rounds artillery causing 12 Wil. 

3 l1ay: At 0645H, 3/1 at XD 997448 was hit by 6 incoming mortar rounds. 
At 11l5li, Camp Carroll received six 82mm mortar ro:mds. Results: 41>IIA. 
Meanwhile, H/2/26 at YD 074574 received t,·renty r0unds resulting in 4 WIA. 
Counter mortar and artillery were fired at :m 0665e9. 

4 Nay: At 0820H, an AO observed NVA at YD 0666. A sub,sequent artille:ry 
mission resulted in 4 ~NA/KIA. UH-lE gunships also fired at Y1) 0667 causing 
2 NVA/KIA. At l323H, Camp Carroll received 2 incoming 75mm rounds. At, 
19l5H, an AO directed air strikes on rocket positions at YD 060664, result­
ing in 6 rocket launchers destroyed, one 'secondary explosion and 2 NVA/KIA. 

5 May: At 0830H, H/2/26 at YD 073574, received three 82mm rounds from 
vicinity YD 061592, resulting in 3 WIA. At 1845H, air strikes were called 
in by an AO on rocket sites and bunkers at YD 065625. IVhile making the 
runs, the aircraft received automatic weapons fire. Results: 1 NVA/KIA. 

6 May: Kt 0740H, I/3/1, while sweeping in vicinity XD 985429, saw 2 
NVA just above the road. The 2 NVA detonated three claymore mines, threw 
two chic om grenades and fled. Return fire and a search of the area produced 
negative results. There were 3 WIA incurred.Ca Lu had unidentified 
incoming at lOOOH resulting in 1 KIA and 8 WIA~ Camp Carroll received 
two incoming artillery rounds at lo45H causing 1 WIA. From 1045H to 1525H, 
3 air strikes at vicinity YD 003628 resulted in 25 bunkers destroyed, 
several secondary explosions and 2 ~WA/KIA. At 1300H, a helicopter blew 
burning trash along a slope at YO 965430, causing an unknown type of ord­
nanceto explode. Results: 5 WIA. A short lO~mm round hit YD 194419, 
at 1745H, causing 1 W~. 

7 May: Between 1140H and 1200H, air strikes were directe4 against a 
suspected enemy camp site at XD 925548 and suspected rocket sites at xn 
915532. Results: 3 NVA/KIA. 

8 ~~y: At 1310H, Ca Lu had 8 WIA from 12 incomine l07mm rockets fired 
from XD 952472 and XD 957470. 

9 May: At 0400H, one KIA and one WIA from 3/1 were caused by a premature 
detonation of a grenade at XD 954429. At 1100H, a recon team discovered 
an NVA/VC campsite at YD 055353. Th8 team detained 15 persons (men, women, 
and children) and found two sets of NVA utilities, qne U.S·.; blanket and 
one U.S. canteen. The detainees were extracted. A second air strike was 
directed at 17l0H against a bunker complex at YO 053627. Camp Carroll 
received two incoming 130mm artillery rounds at l80SH. A Popular Forcesl 
Regional Forces unit at 1845H reported an NVA location at YO 108520. An 
artillery mission was called. At 204>H, a recon team reported observing 
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bright lights and hearing vehicle engines at YD 118465 and YD 135465. 
1/12 fired artillery resulting in six secondary explosions. 

10 May: At o630H, Camp Carroll was hit by 2 rounds 75mm artillery. Re­
sults: 1 WIA. The regular engineer mine sweep, at 07l0H, discovered 
100 pounds of explosives under a culvert at YD 077571, set for command 
detonation. At 0930H, Camp Carroll r-eceivedanother t"worounds of 75mm 
artillery. At 1630H, recon fired an artillery mission at four NVA hiding 
in a shelter at XD 950540. Res'tlts were 1 NVA/KIA and two secondary ex­
plosions. At 2000H, a Regional and Popular Force unit at D-5 (YD 094514) 
received incoming 82mm and automatic weapons fire. Counter artillery was 
fired in support. 

11 May: The road sweep, at 0820H, received 30-40 rounds 82mm mortar re­
sulting in 8 WIA. Artillery and mortar counter fire were called. At 
0840H, 3 WIA were caused by fourteen, incoming l07mn and 122mm rockets 
from XD 919537. Counter fire included l06rnm, artillery and 4Omm. At 
0955H, Ca Lu had six rounds incoming l07mm rockets. A counter mission 
was fired. Between 1200H and 1500H, air strikes were directed at XD 953-
475, XD 9544711 and YD: 0$8632. Results were one rocket site destroyed 
one rocket laUncher burning, ten bunkers damaged, 2 secondary explosions 
and 1 NVA/KIA. 

12 :t-fay: At 0945H, artillery was called in by an air observer on 3 rocket 
sites at YD 949469, causing 1 NVA/KIA. 

13 May: At 0800H, a recon team trying to locate a previously, killed 
recon Marine, received fire at YD 0665594 resulting in 2 KIA and 2 WIA. 
At 1030H, a 30 man recon reaction force also was fired upon. Results: 
1 Wil. At 1030H, an 11th Engineer bulldozer at XD 985440 hit a small 
frag mine. Results: 2 WIA. Between 1120H and 1430H, Camp Carrollre­
ceived 9 rounds incoming, resulting in 2 WIA. Two ch-46 1 s were also 
damaged. At 1710H, a UH-34 was shot down at YD 125544 and burned. 

14 Nay: The morning road sweep hit a mine resulting in 1 'rITA. At 1300H, 
a recon unit called in artillery on 3 NVA at YO 355060. 9amp Carroll 
received four incoming rounds at 1350H. LZ Stud at 1410H received one 
incoming artillery round. At 2035H, Regional and Popular Forces received 
3 incoming 82mm rounds at YD 094514. Counter artillery was fired at YD 
088512. At 2205H, 3/1 at YD 952428 received 3 rounds incoming artillery. 

15 May: At 1000H, a platoon .of 3/1 took NVA under fire at XD 968489. 
Only a bloody pack was found at the site. At 1130H, 3/1 at XD 955429 
received 4 incoming RPG rounds from XD 956431. 

16 May: At 0825H, a command detonated mine exploded along Ropte #9 re­
sulting in 1 KIA and 1 WIA. At 0910H, 3/1 received 1 sniper Tound re .. 
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suIting in I WIA. At 1100H, a 3/1 patrol at XC 055434 received fire from 
two to four NVA. There was 1 KIA and I \vIA. Artillery and air strikes 
were directed at XD >55439. At 1202H, Camp Carroll received two incoming 
7IJrnm rounds resultinv in 2 WIA. Air strikes were directed on a bunker 
complex at YD 058584 at 1700g, and at 13hi)H, di!-ected at bunker and rocket 
positions at YD 0666. At 2245H, a 2/9 squad exchanged S/A fire vv~~? .JlJfA 
at YD 005470. Gunships and a flare ship arrived at 11S5H. Several artil­
lery and mortar missions were called in on the various NVA sighted running 
away. 

17 Hay: At OBOOH, 4th Marine snipers at YD 054435 received small arms 
fire while on patrol. Counter mortar fire was called in. At 09l5H, 
3 NVA at XD 953422 were fired at with mortars. At 0930B, a 3/1 patrol 
received and returned fire at XD ,96441+45. A check of the area revealed 
1 WJA/KIA. Two air strikes were run between l020H and 1045H at YD 069-
593 and XD 9660. At 113i)H, recon observed 1 NVA at XD 974415 and called 
in artillery. At 1530H, an air observer callea in an air strike of 
ten 20001b bombs at YD 066493. At 1800H, air strikes were directed by 
an air observer at YD 093486' resulting in'l \~A/KIA. At IBIOH, 2/9 
at Ca Lu sighted a wooden platfOrm atop a ridgeline at YD 033462. 81mm 
and twin 40rmn fire destroyed the tower. . 

18 May: At 0930H, vehicles on Route #9 at XD 077435 received sniper fire 
resulting in 2 WIA. At 1000H, a recon team was hit by mortar and rifle 
fire at XD 882512. Supported by an AO and gunship, the team was extracted. 
Results: 3 KIA, 3 WIA and 1 1ill. At 1200H, a 2/26 patrol at YD 099600 
received 4 rounds incoming 82mm. At 1330H" the patrol commenced crossing 
the river (YD 098596) and received both 82rnm and semi-automatic rifle fire. 
Two marines were swept downstream as a base of fire was being set up. Ar­
tillery was called in at YD 092598. Results: 2 WIA and 2 MIA (later 
found to be 2 KIA). At 1330H, a 3/1 patrol while checking a bunker complex 
at XD 977448 received automatic weapons fire~resulting in 2 WIA. The 
patrol pulled back and preped the area with8imm mortar fire. Retur.ning, 
they were fired on again. Results: 6 WIA. They pulled back a second 
time and called ill artillery. At 2015H, a 2/26 patrol suffered 2 WIA from 
an engagement with 4 NVA at YD 098,87. 

19 May: A recon team at 1300H called in artillery on 2 NVA and a mortar 
position at YD 085599. Results: 1 NVA/KIA. Counter artillery was fired 
at l4l0R, at YD 090598, resulting in 4 secondary explosions. Camp Carroll 
received one incoming round at 1440B. At l530H, 3/1 patrol found a bat­
talion size camp site and bunker complex at In 959442. Sixty-six mortar 
and 13 RPG rounds were found. 

20 May: At 0845H, twenty-one VC suspects were apprehended during a two­
company ambush and cordon operation around YO 041445. Assorted medical 
supplies were also found. At llOOH, a RF/PF patrol was hit by a connnand 
detonated claymore ~ine resulting in 4 KIA and 4 WIA. Camp Carroll had 
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incoming at 1~25H~ Another claymore mine was detonated at XD 96844~ 
resulting in 5 WIll. tC!' 3/1. 

21 May: At 1245H, a platoon from 3/1 at XD 9~6448 called in artillery 
fire on an apparent NVA bunker. When the artillery prep terminated, the 
platoon began receiving RPG and automatic weapons fire from the bunker. 
Artillery fires were again called in and adjusted byan air observer over­
head. Twenty NVA were sighted scattering. A search of the area revealed 
assorted medical gear and gas masks. Results were 2 WIA. At l620H, a 
recon team at YD 067413 exchanged fire with 10 NVA. Results: 2 WIA and 
4NVA/KIA. At 1410H, a second recon team at YD 066416 called in artillery 
fire. One short round resulted in 2 WIA. Sighting of NITA were made by 
three other recon teams at approximately 1850H ~ the area of XD 992513. 
Fire missions were called in. 

22 May: Camp Carroll received approximately 40 rounds of incoming artillery 
during the morning resulting in 6 WIA. Between 1500H-1800H, air strikes 
were called in by 3/1 on an NVA force firing RPt's from Hill 512, vicinity 
XD 955450. Artillery and mortar fire were also called in. K/3/1, as they 
moved toward Hill 512, encountered automatic weapons and RPG fire. An 
assault on the hill resulted in 11 WIA, 3 NVA/KIA, one light machine gun 
captured and 2 TWe. 

23 May: From o630H to 0930H, Kiio Company 3/1 at XD 954451 received 50 
rounds of 60mm mortar from XD 946448. Results: 5 WIA. Artillery and 
air strikes were called in on the target. At l250H, 2/26 snipers sighted 

,." "o~60 NVA with packs at YD 051525. At 1645I-f, artillery was called in. 
Kil~ Company 3/1 while on patrol received automatic weapon and RPG fire. 
Two claymores were also detonated. There were no casualties. Artillery 
was called in at XD 961448. As 3/1 moved toward XD 955450, sniper lire 
resulted in 1 WIA. Artillery fire again was called in. . 

24 May: Camp Carron received several incoming artillery rounds at 144SH, 
resulting, in 2 WIA. C mmter artillery fired at YD 027597 and YD 037592 
resulted in 7 secondary explosions. At 20QOH, 2/26 found 5 NVA/KIA at 
YD 082575, amid 40 fighting holes. NVA were sighted three times between 
2040H and 2250R, and fire missiq~ ~alled in. 

25 May: At 0600H, a 3/1 patrol found 1 NVA/KIA and documents at XD 954-
451. At 1100R, artillery fire was called in by an AO on YD 030591 re-. 
sulting in 1 NVA/KIA. At 1322R, Camp Carroll received four rounds incoming 
artillery. At 1400H, a 3/1 patrol exchariged-'fire-Wlth5--6--:WA.-lri~abim­
ker complex at XD 9~8458. Results: 3 NVA/KIA. Documents Were also found. 
From 202jH to 2aDOH, lights were observed at xb 95054~ and YD 029239. 
Artillery fire was adjusted on both locations. TASK FORCE HOTEL ASS~ 
Ll\NCAS'FER II AO. 

26 May: At o553H, the muzzle blast from l75mm artillery at Thon Son Lam 
ignited p01-Tder causing a fire which destroyed the artillery piece.and result­
edl in 11 WIll.. Camp Carroll at 0905H received~ rounds, incoming 75mm ar.til­
lery, resulting in 5 WIA. Artillery missions fired from Camp Carroll at 
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1530H resulted in 1 NVA/KIA at XD 952462. At.,1600H, a 3/1 patrol was am­
bushed at XD 053454 by an unknown force using claymore minAs. Artillery 
and mortar fiI'e were called in. Results: 4 KIA and 3 1"JIA. 

27 Nay: At l)OOH, a )/1 Harine at XD 9)-13423, while disembarking from 
a vehicle, detonated an unknown explosive device. Results were 3 KIA and 
12 WIA. Camp Carroll sighted lights at 2200Rat YD 024594. An artillery 
mission resulted in one secondary explosion. 2/26 was relieved by 1/4. 
Forces: 2/9, )/9, 1/4 and )/1. 4TH MA'R.INES ASSUMED LA"rCASTF.~ II AD Tr1JJ';~ 
,~;-):,:, r '-',' '/': :',;;' Ji',- -:"1"'.' rJOf'::"[ I.. •. J,.I.,.),,!: • '. ~:.~ ....... -'Ij U .. L,.J. 

28 May: No significant events. 

29 ~my: At o945H, a 1/4 patrol exchanged fire with 2 NVA. As 8lmm 
mortars were called in, 11 WIA fled to the north from YD 081586. At 
1210H, 3/9 at 989557 received 6 unidentified rounds incoming. At 1250H, 
Car1p Carroll received 6 rOUllds incoming artillery. Counter artillery was 
fired. 

30 May: At IDl>H, a 3/1 patrol found 14 bunkers at YD 7598. At l2l5H, 
8:371 patrol fOund 1 NvA/KIA at XIf 964449~ -Amine detonated at- 14COH, at 
YD 065570, resulted inl WIA.. 3/9 chopped out of AO., Forces: 2/9, 1/4 
and 3/1. 

31 May: 2/4, chopped to 4th Marines, set in at LZ Stud. At 0035H, 1/4 
at YD 89578 received 2 rounds incoming 82mm and semi-automatic fire from 
YD 09258. They returned fire. At 1050H, 311 sustained 3 KIA and 2 vaA 
when a corn."'land detonated mine and automatic weapon fired on a platoon. 
At l500}I, the platoon was receiving incoming 60mm rounds and at l600H it 
was receiving incoming 82mm rounds. Count,er mgrtar and artillery were 
conducted by an AO above the site. At 1900H, another NVA mortar attnck 
commenced as the platoon engaged several NVA in reinforced bunkors at XD 
957455. Results 1>Jere 6 KIA and 2fl WI!. Hajor forces: 2/9, 1/4, 2/4 and 
3/1. 

1 Jun: At 0430H, M/3/1 at XD 961451 received incoming artillery which 
resulted in 1 KIA and 1 "dIA. At 1.40lH, Call[) Carroll received twenty in­
coming l22mm rockets. Results: 1 WIA. 

2 Jun: At 1355H, F/2/9 at XD 9591-51 received 52 rounds incolJ1~nK_60mm 
and EJ2mm mortar. There were no casualties. 114 was chopped OPOt'fi out of 
the AO. Forces available: 2/9, 2/4 and 311. 

3 Jun: At 0900H, the Route i19 road sW8ep at __ YD 062582 received 12 
rounds 60nun m!Jrtar fired from YD 01J0585. Resuits: 3 WIA. At 1107H, a 
squad from 2/9 at YD 961454 was fired upon by 4 to 6 NVA. After 11 WIA 
were evacuated, artillery fire was called in •. 1/9 relieved 3/.1. Majgr 
forces: 1/9, 2/9 and 2/4. 

5 Jun: ~t 0955H, twenty ~WA were sighted by an AO at YD 069583. Artil­
lery strikes resulted in 13 NVA/KIA. At l400B, the bridge at YD 977435 
was blown. The explosion resulted in 2 KIA and 5 INIA. At 1515H, a 4th 
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Harine's convoy received t"l-TO sniper rounds resulting in I vill. 

6 Jun: At 0115H, 2/9 observed movement outside their perimeter at YO 
004454. They threw one grenade and were immediately fired lIpan in re­
turn. Results: 1 WIA. At 1240H, a USA OR-I.E gunship crashed at YD 
014454, resulting in 1 KIA and 3 ~HA. 9TH MARINES ASSill1ED R.ESPONSIBII~ITY 
FOR LANCAST"SR TI AO. 

7 Jun: Between 1500H and 1700H, LZ Stud received approximately 35 unknown 
artillery rounds which exploded four ammo dumps. Results: 10 WIA. At 
1745H, a UB-34 helicopter crashed at YO 011451. 

8 Jun: At 0715H, a recon team at YD 952523, sighting several NVA, called 
in a fire mission which resulted in 3 NVA/KIA. 

9 Jun: At 1045H, two Seabee trucks burned from a mine explosion on Route 
#9 at YD 058567. No Casualties. 

12 J1llJ.: At 0820H, the regular road sweep at YD 064570 exploded a mine. 
Results: 3 IHA. 

13 Jun: 3 Wll' s re sulted when one round friendly artillery landed 
inside 1/915 perimeter at YD 074574. 

14·rJun: 2/4 to Scotland AO. Forces: 1/9 and 2/9. 

15 Jun: At 0750H, the Route # 9 road sweep at XD 925434 was ambushed on 
both sides of the roaJ. 1t received semi and automatic rifle fire plus 
sustaining several claymore mine blasts. Results: 4 KIA's and 4 WIA. 
At 0842H, F/2/9 made contact with an estimated 15-20 NVA in bunkers and 
fighting holes at YO 956451+. ~'1ortars, artil1~ry and air support followed. 
Results: 1 KIA, 6 WIA and 1 WTA/KIA. At 103aH, 2/9 at XD956447 received 
eight rounds 52lnm mortar. Counter artillery was fired at XD 965464. A 
recon team called artillery fire in on 4 NVA at YO 022497 resulting in 
4 NVA/KIA. 

17 Jun: 1/3 chopped to 9th }1arines. Forces: 1/9, 2/9 and 1/3. 

18 Jun: Camp Carroll received 3 rounds incoming 75mm artillery. Counter 
artillery fired at YD 072512. 

20, Jun: Camp Carroll received 3 rounds incoming 75mm artillery. 

21 Jun: 1/9 f'8t up cordon around Than Doc Kinh. A RF /PF search of the 
village yielded 20 civilian without ID cards and 47 VO suspects. At 
19l.t.5H, psychological operations in the cordoll ar~a were started by telling 
villagers that Harines would do them no harm. A reward system for VC per~ 
sonnel reported, and weapons and equipmenttu.rnedil1,was established. 
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At 2000H, a 1/9 Marine tripped an explosive-device, resulting in 1 WIA. 

22 Jun. At 022<1i, 1/9 observed 6 persons D:>ving away from the village. 
They engaged the personnel with semi-automatic fire. One NVA was killed. 
Also one female NVA nurse, 1 AK-47, mdical supplies and several docUJB8nts 
were captured. At 06300, 1/9 heard movemnt in front of their lines. 
An M-26 grenade was thrown resulting in 1 NVA/KIA. At 1245H, a truck at 
YD 060559 received several incaning Chicoms and S/ A fire. Results. :; 
Wll.·. During the day 1/9 held a Mli.:OOAP for over 300 villagers .. 

23 Jun. The cordon operation was moved to Ton Ban son. At 15300, a. 
detailed search was commenced by 1/9 together with popular and regional 
forces. A MEOOAP program Was held during the day for over 100 villagers. 
At 20000, a Marine tripped a. surprise explodve device, resulting in 
1 WIA. 

r Jun: At 1052H, 1 WIA resulted when a Marine tripped a booby-trapped 
Omm mortar round. At 1337H, a :recon team was taken under fire at 11> 

969580 resulting in 1 WIA. 

26 Junl At 09300, Camp Carroll received 1 round 75mm pack howitzer. At 
16000, a vehiole on a oonv0Y.' hit a. mine. Results. 1 WIA. 1/4 :relieved 
1/3. Major forcest 1/9, il9 and 1/4. 

27 Jun, At 111Clt, Camp Carroll received 2 rounds of estimated 75mm pack 
howitzer. 

28 Jun: At 1145H, B/1/9 found a oamouflaged oave at YD 118537. Inside 
the Cave were two b!la3s, 1 Chioom grenade and several docUJI1ents. 

~unl At 112OH, Camp Carroll reoeived 1 'round believed to be 75mm pack 
howitzer. Counter artillery was fired. At 1200H, a Route #9 COnT0Y, at 
YD 065511, received approximately 10-20 rounds of 82mm mortar, resulting 
in 1 WIA. TASK FORCE H<JrEL/4TH MARINES ASsmED LANCASTER II AO. 

~ Junl Camp Carroll received 4 rounds of Buspected 75mm pack howitzer 
rom a direction of 5800 mils between 05 ~ClI and 094OH.. Counter battery 

fire was called. 

~, At 0005H, a ]/1/9 ambush at XD 117528 sustained 5 WIA. from 
incoming mortar rounds. Initiating an ambush at 010CH, a unit from 
]/1/9 ohecked the a;rea the following morning, at 06~, and sighted 
2 VC hiding in the bushes. One VC was w01lllded and captured, the other 
escaped. A large aJ1Wunt of equipment was !o"Wld. At 173OH, a. B/1/9 
patrol at YD 11951 ~ took 3 NVA under fire. Resultsl 1 NVA/KIA and 
several doouments found. 

2 Jul: At 035OR, G/2/4 at XD 956464 f01llld an 828m mortar pit and 10 
rounds 82D. At 113CH, G/2/4 at XD 956463 reoeived several incoming Ohi­
com grenades. They returne4 fire. Resultsl 2 NV.A/KI.!. A.t 2130H, Camp 
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Carroll received two incoming sniper rounds from 100 meters outside the 
perimeter at YD 055584. Counter artillery was flred. At 2200H, A/l/9 
at YD 982.581 received S/Afire from viciniT:y XD 984.532. 

3 Jul: No significant events. 

4 Jul: From 074.5H to 0930H, Camp Carroll received 6 rounds 75mm pack 
howitzer from an unknown position. Results: 4 II/IA. At l700H, A/l/9, 
at vicinity XD 982531, called a fire missio!l on 6 NVA in the open, result­
ing in 2 NV A/KIA • 

.5 Jul: At 1130H, H/2/4 at YD 196847 received 23 rounds 82mm mortar as 
a helicopter approached. Results: 1 \fIA. 

6 Jul: At nOOH, 1/4 commenced a heUl i.ft from LZ Mike to LZ Stud. The 
lift was completed at lljOH. At 1230H, H/2/4 comMenced a lift toXD 
873429. At 1130H, M/3/!1 and "Bft ccmmand group lifted to LZ Mike. At 
202.5H, 1/9, at the Rockpile, observed blinking lights believed to be some 
type r;f signal at XD 986566 and XD 965567. A 9OmY"l mission was fired. 
The lights went out. 2/9 chopped out of AO~ Major forces: 1/4 and 
1/9. 

7 Ju1: 1/9 chopped Ollt of AO. Ha,lor force unit: 1/4. 

8 Jul: At 0845H, ~ recon team while being inserted at XD 952593, obser­
ved 2 NVA and fired on them. rhere were 2 NVA/KIA, 

9 Jul: At 07l0H, an air observer adjusted two flights of fixed wing air 
strikes, destroying 8 enemy bunkers at XD 866378 and 15 enemy bunkers at 
XD 868378. At 0830H, K/3/4, at XD 879381, received eleven incoming 82ml"1 
mortar rounds from XD 879371 and XD 869367. At 0830H, an air observer ad­
justed air -strikes on XD 879371,. destroying 4 bunkers and 5 fighting holes. 
1/3 chopped to 4thI~ine~__ Major _~orce units :_1/3_and_lLh,______ _ 

10 Jul: At 1000H, a recon team came under heavy semi-automatic fire from 
an estimated 15-30 NVA wearing green utilities and hard hats. There were 
negative casualties. At ;l715H,o a s~cond_roe_c_on :team~~a,t lD 963534 made con­
tact with 20-25 NVA/VC resulting in 3 NVA/Kn. TASK/FORCE HOTEL ASSTTMED 
OPERATIONAL CONTW~1-0F' LANCASTER. t:!:AO. 2l'J moved into A-O. Major forces 
in AO: 1/3, 2/3 and 1/4. -

12 Jul: At 0900H, the 3rd-Harmes--began-saturaiion-ofRoute7l9with Opis 
and other blocking positions in conjunction with a 9th Marine operation 
in their AO, to stop infiltration across ROllte¥9. At 0900H, M/3/3 moved 
by hel0 to LZ Shepherd. At 1225H, 1/3/3 at YD 074.576 took 30 rounds 60mm 
mortar fire from YD 062592, resulting in 4 WTA. An artillery mission sil~ 
enced the mortars. .At IBaOH, 1/3/3 at YD 071+576 fOlmd one 82mm mortar 
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tube wi.th bipod and base, one H-16. one 1.r~ ~Hl. pistol, 1 LAAW, eleven M-26 
grenades, on~· CS grenaae-;25 Ghicom: r:refi~des,. two smoke grenades, 1 P'7C_ 
93 radio, 1 P8.C-25 rad"i,9.,.teii112mm r01mds,- thre.e hundred M-16 mae-azines, 
and lS A.K-47 magazines. A.t 1920H, a recon team· at :lm 967616 -sighted 2-- -_. 
N'vA in a treeline at Xf, 558607. An artillery.mi..ssionresulted in 3 NVA/ 
KIA.. 3/3 relieved 1/)-1,. HaJgr for~e.s~.Cl._vail~01e:_ 1/3, 4'3 and 3/3 • 

..... - ~ .... -... -

13 Ju1: At lZ30H, a unit- fr~m Sl3 a:(PS b~'~591i- {oun~- -7 hilliKer-iS;' a'ssorf,ed 
782 gear, 13 chicoms, ninety- ti-JO R2mm rounds~ 300 AK-)-I7 rr:unds, 20 cans 
increments, 82rrnn and severaf RPG rourlds. ~ 

14 Jul: At 075PH, an .11..0 sighted h NVA on motor cycles at XD 970750. 
Results of AO taking them under fire: 4 ~TvAIKIA. At 0800H, H/3/3 
helilifted to Camp Carroll. Several artillery and mortars missions 
were called in during the morning on \NA siehted in the open. At 1645g, 
K/3/3 at YD 05758P found 75 __ bunkers_~i3d_ "W~thin two weeks •. Also capt;lred 
were 100 rouncrs 82mm, 3.5 fr~g gr:enade§.,,= 3;2_.5.K-4]!'ifl~.~ .fJEenj!_?l3j3; -·in~!~rll~~~S 
and fll'!es, shovels and picks, 10 RPG rounds L 5800 r()ul19-s 7 .§2Il11'il' 500ro\lnd~ 
.30 cal. link ammo, 100 chicom grenades, 3 }~~ water cans, 2 ~vA gas masks, 
4 cooking pots and 50;) pounds of rice. 

17 Ju1: LANCtLST?n. JTJLY ACTION Cm lT JF,lIfCED. D-Day had been 16 July, exten­
ded 1 day for 'l.rc Ltr;hts which never W9m received. \ Six Battalions attack­
ed the northern port ion of Lancast,er II AO on D Day. 

1. 3/9 was helU if ted into 12 Sparrow Y1) 0606660. 
2. 2/9 was h,~lilifted,into 1Z Hren YD 0.)0650. 
3. 1/9 walked into a blocking position vicinity YD 095650. 
4. 1st and 3rd Battalions 2d ARVN moved by foot into vicinity XD 

932537 and XD 952577. 
5. 2/3 was helilUted into 1,2 Falcon YD 037641. 

At 0745H, 3/9 com!leted their helilift into 12 Sparrnw. K/3/9 at 
1l0lj'H in the vicinity of YD 045656, made contact with an estimated rNA 
company. Initially they received heavy S/A fire and 45 rounds of 60mm 
mortars. They returned fir'e with organic weapons, artillery and c·'Jlled 
in air strikes. Other elements of 3/9 moved up and were engaged at 11l5H' 
heavy contact continued 11ntil 1500B, then subsided. Results of the conta~t 
were 38 NVA/KTA. Friendly losses were :7 KIA and 28 WIA. B/l/9, vicinity 
of YD 087650, at 14l0H, received 10 rounds ~f 82mm mortars resulting in 
1 vJIA, the company cO'fJ."'!ander. Then at 1722H, vicinity YD 090645, B/l/9 
received 7 rounds 82m."1J mortar resulting in 3 KIA and 8 iV-TA. A/l/9 at 
i~2~HWr::Cinity of YD Oe765~~, rece i.ved four if2mm mortar rounds resuiting 

Arecon team (Alexander) acting as pathfinders for the 2d Bn,3rd 
Marines was inserted in LZ falcon. At 1142H at YD 035640, they made 
contact with an estimated 15-20 WJA and receLved S/A fire, grenades 
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s. Hecon killed 10 NVA I and sllstained L. :'HA. Air strikes by A-~" s 
and F-L.'s from'MAG 11 and 12 killed an addit_ional 11 NVA. 2/3 continued 
wi,th their plan to land at LZ Falcon and wert all in the LZ at l5CCH. 
The companies moved ont to the west and at 1900~{, E/2/3, vicinity YD 
022639, received 20 r_Qunds of 60mm mortars r~s111tin? in 2 :GA and 11:JIA. 
L hour for 2/3 had been delayed in ordert'o ~ake extra preps. The 2nd 
ARVN Regiment made no contact for the day." 

18 Jul: Contacts were light for Third Har~s, and Ninth Marines re­
ported no contacts. At 10ioH, 1/3 b.eliHfted into its alternate LZ, 
CrOt, r, since LZ Gull was not considered ready. An N1TA FO was sighted 
by e1ementE? of G/2/3 at 1530H, vicinity of 1D 0246L.B. The NVA was 
killed by a sniper team with t~e company. At 1735H, M/3/9, in the vi­
cinity of YD 046656, found 601bs of TNT, five DT-I-IO mines and 13 WAI 
KIA. 3rd Harines moved K/3/3 (rein) into LZ_ Cardinal, at 131.t5H, to 

est,':),blish 2. foothold t':~r .rI,"Llre operations in the ue·st. 

19 Jul: l\Jo contact was reported for this day as the units continued 
a search of their ZOA. 3/3 (-) was he lil if ted into LZ Buzzard, at 0930H. 
At 1000H,F/2/9, at YD 05L.679, found 11 r;ra-ies with one ~NA in f;ach. 
The bodies were badly decomposed. At 1230H, Dill), in the vicinity of 
YD 015616, f01ind 1 NVA skeleton. At 1630H, -K/3/9 at YD 11+2654, found 
another NVA body. At le30H, 1/3/3, in the v1.cinity of YD 028599, found 
6 bunkr-ors, one havinv a false bottom, parts for a 75'mm pack hm,itzer, 
one elevation mechanism, 2 wheels, 4 batteries and one pair of Russian 
field glasses (Rx'30) with case. Then at 1913H, L/3/9, in the vicinity 
of YD 038649, found I) graves with 2 NVA bodres in each. 

20 Jul: At oEOOH, I/3/9, vicinity of YD 042655, found 3 NVA bodies ~t 
YD 070653 and received 15 r-::'unds of82mrri mortars,-resulting-In 1 -ttl\. a.nd -
1 I-FA, both [<it Carson Sconts. At lOOOR, vicinity of YD 027602, 11313 
found two disassegtbled 75mm pack howitzers arJ.d 26 rounds. D/l/3 at 1200B, 
vi.cinity of YD 01c613, fcund 1 SKS rifle and the remains of one NVA. H/2/3, 
vicinity of YD 005645, sighted 11 ~NA in the open and fired an artillery 
mission resulting in 6 WA/KIA. 'rhe lack of enough AD's was now very evident. 
At 1130H, G/2/9 in the vicinity of YD 05J6F7 engaged an estimated NVA CO'l1-

pany in bunkers. The l(~ad platoon of 0/2/9 ma.de contact a.nd t·ms pinned 
dmm b;, an enemy force that maneuveced to the west and brought fire to 
bear on the platoon. Friendly and eneTIY forces were in such close proximity, 
supporting arms could not be llsed in_itiaUy. The platoon pulled back and 
conducted a·~tillery missions and air strLkps. '!:(,esults at this time were 
1 KIA, 2 lfTA an~i. 11 ttfIA. A:t 161)0'{~ -a sqlJ,ad~from ij/2!9,moved'-1lp and -re­
c0v'"red the two 1-1IA's wh(1 "Jere f(Hmd to be KH.' s. i\. total of 32 NVA vlere 
KTA, 3 NVA/i\U by rrro1)nd forces and total fr1endly losses were 3 KIA and 
12 WIA. -
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21 Ju :' nts of 2/9 at l330H , vicinity of: YI: 05'2685', rece Lved 6 
rounds of 82mm mortars resultlng in 1 KIA. ana 9 WIA. At IJ.lhOH, E/2/9 
sighted 35' NVA at YD 05'5689, moving west. TQ?Y engaged them with S/A, 
81mm, artillery fire and A/S. Results were 23 NVA/KIA and 10 killed 
by a'rtillerYlfire. This contact prompted th~ Regimental Commander to 
ask permission to enter the DMZ area to pursue the NVA. This request 
was forwarded by CG TF Hotel and CG 3d MarDiv. Higher authority was 

. advised of the Division Commander I S intention to. enter the DMZ. so:uth 
of the Ben Hai, for less than hB hours, if the situation so dictat'ed. 
The requirement to enter the DMZ did not persist. A.t 0735'H, T(/3/9 at 
10 03865'9, found 2 NVA bodies 4-5 days old..O_ther elements from 2/9, 
at 105'OH in the Vicinity of YD 060675', found 4 NVA killed by S/A fire, 
3 AK-47's, 2 gas masks, 15 chicom grenades and assorted 782 gear and 
documents. L/3/9 found S2 122mm rocket rounds. 1/9 in the v'i.cinity 
of YD 063668 fOlmd 20 rounds of l07IDo'll rocketli:.G/2/9 at YD 05'4686, 
found one l\TVA/KIA by S/A fire.-

22Jul: At 1110H, F/2/9, vicinity of YD 05'9688, while searching the 
area-of contact of 21 July, found 5 NVA/KIA, ten weapons, 5'2 packs, 41 
gas masks, 30 canteens, and assorted 782 gear. 

23 Jul: During the day, 2/9 helilifted intoLZ Carol, YD 056619 and 
3/9 he1ilifted into LZ ~ed, YD 081606. Both landings were unopposed. 
At 173m-I, 1/9 vicinity of yO 0516~.2, captured one wounded NVA. There 
was no contact in the 3rd Marines AO. 

24 Jul: There was no contact reported. At li50R, K/3/9, at ~ 089612 
found 19 graves approximately 24 hours old with one NVA in each. Then 
at 1215H, Kilo found 1 NVA helmet, 1 basket ~f rice, 3 RPG rounds, 260 
rounds 82mm, 2.5 rounds of 60mm and. 3 DR-IO mtnes. E/2/9, at YD 079625, 
found 96 graves approximately 2-4 months oldL containing one body each. 
The graves were marked wi.th aluminum signs. At 1500H, K/3/9, at 10 
079623 had 6 WIA from a surprise explosive device. L/3/9had a Marine 
detonate a surprise explosive dev; .. ce at YD 080.597 resulting in 2 WIA. 
1/9 helilifted to veB to relieve 1/4 of security of veB and Ca Lu. 
Six 105 Howitzers were hel Uifted into FSB Joan. 

25 Ju1: There were no significant events in the objective area. 2/3 
helilifted to Than Son Lam. And the 2nd ARvN Regt ended their part of 
Lancaster July Action by helilifttng into assigned objecttves in the 
Canton II Action which 4th ~mrines already had underway. 

26 Jul: There were no significant developments as the units continl1ed 
to search their AO' s. 

27 Jul: No contact was reported. The action I'Tas highlighted by heli­
lifts of 1/3 and two companies of 3/3 intQ LZ Becky (xn 85R614) and 
LZ Nargo (XD 901609) ilJ-. t1,e~noI'thwes~~J'lLPQrtion~Qf'Gal1L.~QJ1,iyer~V1illey. 
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_"'-'II~_ of F/w J)~'Rrd LZ Becky' and four nights of F/w preptd LZ 

Margo. 0 h landings ~E?~e unoppose~_ The_9th Mar_~es c()l'l:~tnued to 
find many abandoned fortifiedareas. 

28 Jul: At 071lH, two Marines from 3/3 wereWIA when they devonated 

;a~~~iri~~m eQ~/~~V!n d~S!C!i{i~tit ~~l~iD~?o~~1~~~to~~~~l~n~4V~. a 
t,ype 1-1-14 mine resulting in 3 ,\-IIA. 2/9 displac8d to- Quang Tri. At 
1845H, C/1/l2 was helilifted into FSB Hargo. _ 

" 

29 Jul: Two Marines from A/l/3 at 0300H, in -the vicinity XD 854614, 
were ",ITA when-- they exchanged fiTe wHh one NVX outside the -perimeter. 
L/3/3 had one Harine detonate a U.S. type AP mine resulting in 1 WIA. 
3/9 displaced to veB. 

30 Jul: There were no si~"nificant events as the 3rd Marines continued 
to search their Zone of Action. 

1 Aug: At 1705H, 2/3 at Thon Son Lam received 20 rounds artillery 
resultinF in 2.WTA. 

3 Aug: Ll:iG,:L.s'I''':::;~1. II Jur;'[Acrr:-:::crT T';::'J U:JI."J_~l'BD:F:8H 'I'EE Till -, UI.1TNES m'!D::~F 
opcm OF 13~lJJ li:i:L.l)Jlr AS.sUllJi!r L\.HCAST:::;B. II _AQ. _________________________________ _ 

The 'cumuLative casualties and equipment/suppJ,ies captured or de­
stroyed during l,ancaster II July are as follows: 

FR lEND LY EN"EMY 
KIA 26 KIA 311 
WIA. 136 PCllV" 1 
WIANE 22 DET 1 

Captured items included: 18 individual "weapons, 7 crew served 
weapons, 1084 bunkers destroyed, 1377 arty/rocket/mortar rounds cap­
tured/destroyed, 5138 small arms rounds, captured/destroyed, 6350 
pounds of rice capt1lr'ed, .30 mines or booby traps, 199 grenades, 2260 
pounds of explosive. Of special interest were two 75mm pack howitzers 
which had plagued Camp Carroll for some time. The 2d ARV~ Regiment 
had no casualties or contact in the Lancaster July Action. 

4 Aug: ')/3 beGan an operation Northwest of Cam 10. 
,. 

6 Aug: At 1130H, 3/3 found five e2~~ mortar rounds, 51bs of TIff and 
18 bunkers in vicinity YD 082624 and YD ('77634. At 1450H, L/3/3 found 
35 bunkers in vicinity YD 086613. A search~;f the bunkers revealed 
168 rounds 82mm mortar, 98 rounds 60mm mortar; 18 chicom f2"renades, 3 
anti-personnel mines, one hundred e2mm fuses,_ 100 increments, 100 half 
pound blocks ")f TNT, 3!) blasting caps, 80 pounds of rice, 5 NVA picks, 3 
E-tools, 2 pair wire cutters an0 medical supplies. 

-' 
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7 Aug: At 0930H, 1/3/3 found 35 bunkers, includine two used for 

cooking faciliT::I:eSat-nroSe62B. Supplies and ordnance found included 
~ 1 32 rounds 82mm_mor~~:,2 9 rO'\ffids oOrom mortar ,?-RPG ' s, 12 E-too~s, , 

--'---=---"---

Y2) ! ponchos, canteens, plcks, he}.mets,5 gas masks, 450 pounds of nee, 

]

, -, 60nml fl.l.2',es and.-=.in ... G~.e._~en"6' .~ AKC47._~Sun.d.S. a;l1.d m.8dical supplies. At, ~ 0945H, 1/3/3 found 10 bunkers atllT"09trb03-. -1'I:lso found were large medlcal 
ffi bags, numerous-oags of clothlng, :1 sub-machineguns, 3 AK-4'?'s, one u.s. 
§] M-l rifle, 2 SK~<:1-rlf1es~a:na 'TO fire-cracker dilll rounds. At ll50H, a 

recon team found 9 bunbrs and 24 rounds of 82mm mortar at YD 00 2614. 
At 20l5H, 3/3 (-) received 15 to 20 rounds of 82mm from Y1:' 079633. 

, . Counter artillery was called in on the target.-

8 A11g: At 1230H, 1/3/3 found a duel bunker complex of 29 bunkers at 
'Y"lJlJj3614. The bunkers were 4x5x6 with log and earth overhead. Insi.de 
the bunkers, 1ima Company found 4 rounds 60mm mortar, 3 n. 8. Claymore. s. 
2 A.T. 'mines, 1000 AK-47 rounds, , Chicom grenades, ten M-3], grenades3 two 
M-26 grenades, srmte _ clothinlf--anddoc1iIrfGnts. --'At1300H, 1/3/3 at_YD 
094629 found 29 blmkers andJ cans 6Dmmlnc-rem;mts,5 cans e2mm i.n­
crements, twenty-five 60mm fuzes, one -82mm-bore- swab, 250 rounds .30 
cal link3d and 1 set wire cutters, and .3 NVA/KIA by artillery. At 
1600H, I/3/4 at YD 084§27 found 20 bunkers and h7/82mm rounds, 10/6Cmm 

mortar rOlL.'1ds, se'lontaen 75RI? rounds, , RF'G rocleets, 3 chicoms, 200 AK-L.7 
r01mds and assortod cooking slJppltes. _ ' 

-
9 Aug: At l200H, 1/3/3 at YD 07 0 633 found ii bunkers plus one 120rnm 

round, three 8lmm rounds, one fl2mm fuze, a pot, helmet, 'E-tool and 1 
NVA/KIA from artillery. At 1550H, L/)/3 at yr. 085635 found 15 bunkers, 
6x5x4 with logs and earth overhead, four bunkers ffid false bottoms. 
Ordnance f01md included tenJ20mm rockets, one 75rom round, one RPG, 
helmets, and rat traps. At 1620H, a recon team received 4 rounds of 
sniper fire from YD 9h63h3_._Tttey moved to the top of the hill and 
saw 50-100 NVA in th8 valley. -Tney-sard-'Eney smel1:'ed food being cooked 
and heard wood being chopperl. A trail on the hill appeared well used. 
G1IDships were called in andJired on the enemy. At 1945H, 3/3 received 
15-20 rounds 60mm mortar fire from Yp06l.t.644~!esulting in 8 WIA. 

10 Aug: Between DOOH and l500H, 30 bunkers were f01IDd at YD 075643, 
and YD 075627. They had not been used for several months. At 1910H, 
1/3/3 observed 10-15 NVA mo~ing NW at YD 035655. Artillery and 81mm 
mortar fired Hi th excellent targe t~ c qverajSe .-= __ 
12 Aug: At 1200H, a recon team made contact with a small NVA force at 
XD 9b.06U. Results or the contact ,-Jere 1 WIA and 2 NVA/KIA. 3/3 was 
helilifted to CaNp Carroll and aSb~med the responsibility for Camp 
Carroll and Dong Ha Mountain. 
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13 Aug: Delta and Bravo 1/3 conducted a he lip orne assault on 1Z Mac 
with negative contact. Charlie Company condu~ted a ~eliborne assault 
on 1Z Amy and alsohadni03gat-=Ive con~act. AtI640H, -B/l/3 found 2R old 
blxnkers at XD 971621 and eight 82mM mortar ro~ds. 

14 Aug: At 121S_H, a recon t~am at YD 893587 made contact with a small 
NVA force. Results: 1 i~JIA. ArlOther recontearrlatYD 15l6H made con­
tact resulting in 1 NVA/KIA. An AK-47 was capiured together ~t~lseveral 
full NVA packs. 

15 A'lg: During the dpy, 1/3 helilifted from LZ Mac to LZ Dick with the 
assigned mission of cordon and· search 2/3 moved into blocking positions 
north of the Cam 10 River. At l235H, 2/3, whHe moving to secure YD 
077623, received fire from the North, vicinity YD 076625. They re­
turned fire and continued moving, encountering_many surprise firing 
devices of mor.tar. rounds and chico}]! _B.!'E~mades._ The results Rere 43 
NVA/KIA, 13 ~:JIA, 10 we and 2 CSWC. 3/3 moved to Dong Kio complex (YD 
0558-YD 6659) in order to conduct cordon and search operations. 2/9 
displaced tr. Camp Carroll, Thon Son Lam and tEe Khe Oio Bridge. 

16 Aug: To expedite 2/3'8 contact the previous day, 0/1/3 conducted a 
helilUt to Hill 162 (YD 070636) during the morning. Innnediately upon 
landing, 0/1/3 began taking incoming 60mm mortars. B/l/3 and~/i/3 
helilifted to YD 060634 and also received heaVy mortar fire. These 
initialencounter81resulted in 4 KIA, 82 WIA and 19 NVA/KIA. At l612H, 
1/3/3, at YD 075595, found 6 NVA/KIA, 2 AK-47's, 100 AK-47 rounds, 2 
chicom grenades, 20 pounds of rice and various documents. Vietnamese 
children turned in an M-16 rifle near Ca Lu ana were rewarded with 500 
dong. 

17 Aug: It was apparent from intelligence ana 1/3'8 contact that element~ 
of the 64th Regiment were in this area. At OOOlH, TASK FnRCE HOTEL 
ASSUMfW ()PCON.OF THE LANCASTER II AREA. AND 3cRn MARINES. OPERATIONLAN;.o 
OASTEB: ,II (JUPITER) COMMENCED. . 1/3 and 2/3· conducted search and destroy 
operations in 0763, 0667 and 6563 grid squares. 3/3 set-up blocking 
positions in the 1060 and_076:t grid_squares. 1/61 of the 1st Brigade, 
5th Mechanized Division took over the responsibility of Oamp Carroll 
and surrounding area. At 0920H, 3/9 helilift6d from VCB to 1Z Sparrow. 
At ~140H,1/9 helilift.ed from VCR to LZ Sparrow. At 1500H, 2/9 chopped 
OPooo- ito Task FdJrce Hotel and subsequently to 9th Marines, to take ( 
over VCB defense. TPQ's and heavy air strikes preceded the 9th Marine's 
helilift into their assigned areas. 

18 Aug: At 0300H an E/2/3 LP, at YD 066606, -observed 5 NVA moving along 
the ridgeling toward it' s po~ition. TheyengagecL~he enemy with SIA fire 
wounding two. Artillery was subsequently called in~ -At~OP25H~-I7373 at 
YD 094619 came into contact with whatappearea to be 1 NVA. A base of 
fire was laid down and the area searched afterwards. Results: 1 WIA. 
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-I MOO~"'lffDJ J": 
D/l/3 made contact near a bunker complex, atYD OS4627, resultinf in 3 
WIA and 3 NVA/KTA. At 1130H, two Harine gunshl:ps fired, erroneously, in 
support at XD 835436, c§.using 2 KIAo_ At 162OR, a recon team at YD 928 
608 made contact resulting in 3 "TWA/KIA and 8 WIA. M/3/9 in the after­
noon found 4 NVA/KIA at YD 0548. A CH-46 took battle damage at 18S3H 
and set down at the Roch-pile. . 

19 Aug: 3/3 moved to Thon Son Lam during the day. At 0630H, 1/3/9, at 
YO 043643, received approximately 30 rOlmds of 60mm mortar from vicinity 
YO 0386S8. Suppressive counter fire was i~~ediate. At 0715H, B/l/3, while 
on patrol, found 8 NVA packs at YD 047633. 11:- 0800H,I/3/3 searched the 
area of the previous days contact;-and l'0iini126 RFG- rounds;-15 rounds 60mm 
mortar, 300 rounds 7.62mm, 18 RPG boosters, 10 AP - mines and various 
clothing. At 104S~ M/3/9 moving t.oward their hill objective at Yr} OSS661, 
was hit by an estimated two platoons~of NVA With RPrrls-ana~1W fire. ~e­
sults: 1 KIA and 3 WIA. Pulling back they called in air and artillery 
strikes. By 1520H, Mike Company had spread out on line and with supporting 
arms moved up and across th€3_ htll objective ° _ Contact continued. lasting 4 
hours. Results: 2 KIA, 11 WIA, -fi4NVA7Klt\.,-2N'vA/paJ, icfStfc and 6 hvc. -
Numerous bloody bandages and trails to the NW were found. At 1100H, B/1/3 
at YD 0490628 found 12 fresh mTA graves with a body in each grave. Results: 
12 NVA/KIA. Also found were 10 rifle grenade-s, 119 RPG rounds, 97 RPG 
boosters, 25/6Omm rounds, lS86 rounds of 82mm, 1026 boosters for 82mm, 
thirty-nine 120mm rockets, twenty-seven 75mm~rockets, one hundred twenty­
two 107mm rockets, lS,OOO AK-47 rounds. a CP messhall. four 60mm mortar 
pits, 400 pounds of rice, five }1-16 rifles, and 11 Chicorn grenades. At 1600H, 
Mike Company called in artillery missions on lOS NVA in the open at YV 
066670. --.~ 

20 Aug: At 0700H, K/3/9 called in artillery on 1 NVA in the open at YD 
668660. 3/3 commenced a foot march to a blocking position at YD 012606. 
At llOOH, A/l/3 at YD 047627 found 12 RPG rounds, 1 grenade launcher for 
7.62mm, one 1944 carbine and one cleaning brush and swab for an unknowr. 
bore weapon. At 1230H, 1/3 at YD 034631 found 30 bunkers, well constructed, 
plus one RPG and 7 rounds .50 cal rounds. At 1300H, recon called in air 
strikes. Following, M/3/3 ~ept the upper part of the area finding fighting 
holes, 20 pounds of rice arl,i:f'.imany trails at YD 978585. At 1700H, B/l/3 
at YD 051627 found an enemy base camp possibly used as a regimental head­
quarters, 2 weeks old. A drainage and kitchen system had been constructed 

C: together with storage areas. 80m3 antenn3. equipment was found. At 1920H, 
L/3/9 at YD 055645 foUnd one grhe with two NVAbodies in it. Results: 
2 NVA/KIA. ~, 

• 21 Aug: At HIOH, B/l/l at YD 051633 found 1 NVA/KIA buried in a trench. 
At l325H, 1/3/9 moving toward' a hill objective at YD 051635, received 
semi-automatic fire. Air strikes and artillery were called on the hill 
objective. No casualties. By l32SH, 1/9 had helilifted to LZ's Junior, 
Vulture and Falcon unopposed. At l530H, 1/3~at YD 0376)4 found 2 graves. 
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Results: 2 WIA/KIA. At 1535R,3/9 at YO 053665 received 15 rounds incoming 

. artillery from a direction of 6100 mils. Negative casualties. At 1510R, a 
1/9 CP at YO 032646 received approximately 15 rounds artillery, from a 20 
degree direction. Results: 2 IHA. Air strikes returned fire. At 1650H, 
I/3/9, reconing by fire toWard theirh.ill objective, received heavy fire 
from the entire hilltop. Shifting to two pla100ns on line, and aided by 
a heavy base of fire, 1/3/9 assaulted the hill. Thirty minutes later, the 
hill was consolidated. The results were 1 KIA, 4 W1A and 14 NVA/KIA. 
Found were 60 bunkers, clotnes hanging out on lines, 19 full packs, 11 ~os­
quito nets, 25 pounds of rice, 300 rounds 7.62mm, 6 grenades,' one 60nlln mortar 
tube, 7 AK-h7 rifles and 1 SKS. A.ir strikes_were called in on 40 NVA sighted 
running down the hill toward the north. A.t 1945H, 1/3/9 at YO 053675 re­
ceived 10 rounds 6om.>:l mortar from YD-09667B.~ Coun+,er mortar and artillery 
missions were fired. During the day air strikes expended 154,000 pounds of 
ordnance resulting in 41 secondary explosions. 

22 Aug: At 0650H, I/3/9 observed 11\~A in front of their lines. Small 
arms were fired and the area searched. One full pack and several cans of 
.30 cal and 7.62mrn ammo we:'e found. At 09000, tl[/3/9 at XD 053667 found 
fresh bunkers, 60 pounds of rice, 6 E-tools, '9 bowls of rice, 2 large cook-
ing pots, wire clippers, 2 pounds of sugar, 500 rounds AK-47 anr assorted 
clothing. At 0900~{, a recon team, while moving up a hill at YO 9245)3, 
observed 2 TWA. Contact reslJ,lted in 2 }fVIVIITA. At lOOOH, 1/3/9 found 4 
bunkers, 1 WJA/KIA, 2 AK-47's, 1 SKS barrel, 1 light machine gun, 75 pounds 
of rice, assorted documents, 7 RPG's, 1 mess hall and assorted cooking 
gear plus various clothing, picks and 782 gear. A.t 1145H, A/l/9 at YD 802 
647 received 6 rounds sniper fire in 3 bursts from vic YD 027647. At l200H, 
L/3/9 at YD 048670 found 25 fresh bunkers, 1 AK-47, 1 SKS, 913 AK-)-l-7 rounds, 
12 RPG's and various other gear. At 151SH, D/1/3 at YD 039628 found 2 
rocket sites. At l545H, a patrol from B/l/9 made contact with an estimated 
NVA company at YD 008642. As cas~.alties were being evacuated to the Com-
pany CP (YD 019643), the patrol became p:i,nneQ..down by the intensive .50 cal 
and 60mm fire. Air and napalm were used in support. Due to the- approaching 
darkness and hAavy volume of fire the patrol-was unab1<!l to return to tb~ cOJ'rlp~ny 
patrol base, and established a hasty perimeter at YJ) 013643. Artillery 
fires 1-rere used throughout the night. The results were 8 KIA's (7 not 
recovered yet), 24 ~'.rIA and 1 HIA. 

23 Aug: At 0300H, a platoon from C/l/9 was dispatched to reinforce B/l/9. 
At 0900H, one platoon from B/l/9 moved east t:: assist 2/B. Air support 
was erroneously used and one bomb landed near the relief force resulting 
in 5 HTA including_ the company comniander~ It 10aOH, C/1/9 had found on~ 
e2mm mortar tube. By this time, L/3/3 at Xu 970597, had found 3 RP(P s 
1 russian rifle, 3 packs, 4 medical kits, 1 set of NVA dog tags, 50 po~nds 
of TNT, and 5 pounds of rice. At 1l30:x, A/r/3 at YD 074677 found a bun­
ker complex. At 1630H, L/3/3 at YD 970595 found a 20 bunker complex, one 
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billeting area having room for 300 troops, and one bunker with an earthen 

stove. At l845H, D/1/9 at YD 0306590 received 14 rounds 82mmmortar re­

sulting in 1 KIA. 

24 A~: \t onOH, B/1/9 at YD 026660 took approximately 15 rounds of 82mm 

mortar.; Counter mortar \was fired. At 0730H, D/1/9 resumed a move to JOln 

B/1/9. At 0730H, ·cl1l9 began to displace YD 035687. A/1/9 began to move 

to yr; 023643. At 1130H, 1/3/3 platoon patrol at XD 970599 found 7 bunkers. 

Inside were maps of Quang Tri, Quang Binh,Can Bien, and Mai Lac. At l300H, 

TA.SK "fi'I'RCE '10T% CTiOPPED THT'll ytA>tINES TO 31lD MAltINE DIVISIon, ENDTNG LAW .. 

CM:ITER II (JUPI1'm) OP~·(.A1'TONS. At l500H, elements of B/I/':' began to re­

trieve bodies from the c-ontact of22" .A.ugust~---Iit;-1515H, .B/1/9 recei,;~d 3 :incom­

ing rounds 6Qnm mortar. I Six counter mortar missions were fired. At 1600H, 

Co~pany D's CF received 4 rounds of 82mm mortar fire from an estimated NVA 

position at YD 005655. Several small secondaries were heard from counter 

mortar fire. Artillery-fires' were repeated, and at l700H, a huge secondary, 

fire ball, 300 to 400 feet in the air was observed. All bodies were re­

covered. The MIA was found to be 1 KIA. 

2S Aug: At 0855H, B/1/9 received one 82mm mortar from YD 019648. At lOG)OH, 

a troop lift began to heliHft 1/9 back to Vandegrift. At lOlOH, D/1/3 

found three l2?mm r0unds and 43 rocket sites. At 1200H, B/1/9 and C/1/9, 

while boarding helicopters to depart, took P2mm fire each time a helicopter 

came in to land. An AO was called on station and artillery smoke was used 

to cover Ghe landinG of helicopters. A total of twenty-seven 82mm rounds 

were received caUSing 8 WIA. At l200H, 173/3 found a bunker complex at XD 

970596. They f01md 2 NVA/KIA in graves. - At l310H, a squad from M/3/3 fired 

on )1 NVA, vicinity of XD 952603. They received s/A and A/W fire in return. 

They observed 1 NVA fall. At 1835H, Camp Carroll received 1 ronnd 8~mm 

artillery from an azimuth of 3.].j.0 degrees •. 

26 Au~: At lB15H, a L/3/3 patrol at XD 970598 began receiving sf A fire. 

The f~re was followed by a ground attack from an estimated 50 NVA. The 

attack was repulsed and the area swept. Results: 10 KIA, 34 WIA, and 5 

NVA/KIA. Numerous weapons were captured.- 3/3 received 11 rounds incom­

ing artillery during the day. At 2145H, F/2/3 received 5 incoming chicom 

grenades, resulting in 1 WIA. At 2340H, M/3/3 sighted 15 to 20 NVA in the 

open at XD 954592 •.. Artillery was .called in. 

27 Aug: At 1725H, E/2/3 received 8 rounds 152mm rockets from XD 973554~ 

Counter artillery was called. At 1915H, Camp Carrol1 received approximately 

10-l2 rounds of l30mm artillery. Results were 5 KIA and 5 WIA. At 1945H, 

K/3(3 at XD 948583 received 15-20.rounds Qf l3Chm artillery. At 2000B, 

a V~etnamese reported to H/2/3 that he observed 10 NVA in vicinity YD 

068153. An 81mTI mortar mission was fired~.on that target. 
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28 Au§V At 1330H, L/3/3 made contact with one NVA, at .XD 971600, resulting 
in 1. A/KIA and 1 WIA. Two RPG 1 S were found. A recon .team made contact 
at 223SH resulting in 8 NVA/KIA. OPERATION SWI"IIT PURSUrrBEGAN IN THE MAr 
LOC ARF.A 1!lITH 2/26. 

29 Aug: At OSOOH, Camp Carroll received 4-e rounds of incoming 130mm 
rounds. At 1300H, M/3/3 made contact with 6 NVA, at XD 964596, resulting 
in 1 WIA. Contact was brie.r~ however, 66 NVA packs, 35 rounds 82mm mortar, 
2 chicoms, and same small-arms ammunition were found. 

. \-.' 

30 Aug: 1/) organized Task Force ~ast, and T~.sk ~.o~ce WestwL. r,td C 
companies and a platoon of Co B, 3rd Tank Battal~on. At 14l5H, ~ H/3/3 
platoon made contact with 6 NVA in viCinity XD 963604. 2 NVA/KIA and 1 
AK-47 were found. At 1510H, B/l/) at XD 970585 tripped a surprise firing 
device resulting in 1 WIA. At l520H, B/I/3 in vicinity XD 978585 received 
25 rounds of light artille~y from the north. At 2125H, an F/2/3 LP sighted 
15 NVA to the east. Artillery was called in and a search of the area the 
following day resulted in 4 NVA/KIA, 2 AK-47IS, 1 SKS, 7 chicom grenades, 
arid numerous 782 gear. ~ 

31 Au~: F/2/3 sighted a column of NVA moving toward their position. Sup­
porting fires resulted in 4 NVA/KIA and 3 weapons cap~ured. 313 continued 
its search in the upper Cam Lo River Basin. At l330H, 2/26 found a tunnel 
complex at YD 001514. A lack of proper equipment precluded a search. At 
2)10H, M/3/3 at XD 964603 made contact. The results were 6 NVA/KIA. 

1 Sep: At l730H, a. ~latoon of 313 heard movement in vicinity XD 961599 
and set up a hasty ambush. Contact was ini~iated with approximately 15 
NVA. Results: 7 NVA/KIA.' 

. \2 Sep: At 101SH, B/i/3 commenced an- assault on LZ Amy. One CH-46 was 
shot down from small arms and .50 cal fire •.. Results: 3 WIA. B Company 
was extracted and air and artillery strikes were called in on LZ Amy re­
sulting in 18 NVA/KIA.At 1830H, K/3/3 <tt~ 952592 I'eqeiv~dapproximately 
334 rounds of 60mm mortar and 19 rounds of 13Ommrockets. At 1915H, an am­
bush from 3iJ at XD 951599 initiated contact with 8 NVA traveling south 
down the river. At 1955H, Camp Carroll received approximately 16 rounds 
incoming 130mm rockets. At 2010H, 1/3 at YO 068555 received 6 rounds of 
incoming 60mm mortar fromYD 083562. . 

. . 

3 Sep: At_0552H, 1/3 received 4 rounds of incoming light artillery. At 
110SE, H/2/3 in vicinity YD 044585 received one 82mm round from YD 036543 
resulting in lliIA. By 1430H, l/3h9.d lang~d aU troops in LZ Amy and LZ 
Mac. They recei~d S/A fire but sustained no casualties. At 1845H, 1/3 
at XD 965616 received 37 rounds incoming artillery and mortar resulting in 
2 KIA and 2 WIA. Counter artillery and air were called. 213 at 1950:9:, 
received 2 . .'ounds. incoming artillery from Y1! 020640. 106 RR were counter 
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fired. At 201J)H, 1/3 at XD 9835h6 r~.ceived 4 rounds incoming artillery. 
Results: 2 WIA. At 2120H, 313 .bJ:'oke. gf"f ana:ttempt~cl. NVA a.ssault on 
their perimeter during the afternoon. 3/3 receive1 172 rounds of incoming 
60mm and 82mm mortar fire from XD 953615, 130 rOunds artillery fired from 
0400 mils, grenades, A/ftl, and SIA fire. Counter artil1§lry and mortar fire 
resulted in 2 secondary explosions. Results: 2 Wil. At 2130H, Camp Carroll 
received 9 rounds of incoming 130mm rockets from YD 035775 and YD 020640. 

:t, 

4 Sep: At 0905H, 3/3 searched the area of th~previous days contact and 
found 9 IIJV,\/KIA, 1 CSW, and 13 IWC at 1000H. e/1/3 found one 12.7mm HMG­
,MG. At 1200H, THE LANCASTER II AO WAS MOOIFIED TO ·INCLUDE THE TROUSDALE AO. 
TASK FORCE HOTEL ASSirMED OPCON THIW MA...lUNES A.~lJ LANCASTER II AO. Within 
the Trousdale AO, 9th Marines were located at 10 906512, YD 900571, YD 
900571, and YO 912562. 

5 Sep: At 124~H, G/2/9 at YD 899537 found 2 NVA/KIA. At 1530H, G/2/9 
found 1 AK-47 in a bunker complex at YD 878576. 

6 Sep: At 1300H, 1/3/3 at YD 955599 found orieAK .. 47 with ammunition, 
poltlcho and one NVA platoon commander'S noteboo~~ 

~~: At 0840H, 1/3 (-) commenced a he1i1iftto LZ· Mack at XD 967617. 
Tli9:rS-was no contact. At 1100H, G/2/9 vicinity XD 876536 found a frame 
bunker 4x7x4 with 2 feet overhead. While destroying the bunker, a booby 
trap was tripped resulting it! 1 KIA and6~IA._. _At 12.04g, F/2/9 vicinity 
YD 893530 found two living bunkers (8'x16'x5') with bamboo dec.~l? and 2 -feet 
of overhead (3 layers of 4' logs and dirt). A straw hut (8 I xlO'x6') was 
found containing 4 stoves 10 inches in diameter dug into the ground. A 
tree was marked "30 May 1968". At 1645H, A/l/} at YO 95061 while patrol .. 
ling sighted 2 NVA who opened fire wit~ AK-47's. Results: 3 KIA. 

8 Sep: At 0416H, A/l/3 vicinity YD 053621 made contact with an estimated 
enemy squad. The NYA opened fire with AK-47's and heavy machine guns. 
The firefight lasted 15 minutes. Results: 3 KIA. At 0445H, a large 
convoy was Sighted at XD 90}174.At 0535H, Ali/3 vicinity YO 953621 re­
ceived two 8lmm short rounds resulting in 1 KIA and 9 WIA. At 0755H, 
an AO confirmed 1 NVA/KIA from an air strike. At 1310H, H/2/9 vicinity 
XD 9lZ562 received 10 unidentified rockets anCl20 rounds of 82mm mortar. 
Results: 9 WIA. At 11J30H, A/l/3 located at to 952620, _foun~ ~ ~iving 
bunkers, 2 pc:unds of rice and assorted 782g~ar. At 15.30HJ .L/3/3 at _ 
YD 953600 wh~le on patro~ found ~ AK-47's, 4 chic~ ~renade3, 100 rNln~ 
AK-47 ammo, and numerous other gear. At 1730H, a recon team at XD 961 
528 exchanged fire with several NVA. At 1850IiL H/2/9 at LZ Sandy received 
four inCOming 107mm rounds from vicinity XD 87?638. No casualties. 

9 Sep: At 0850H, elements of 2/26 vicinity YD 078521 detonated a mine. 
Results: 11 WIA. At 0855H, A/1/3was to he1i1ift to a non-secured L2 at 
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YD 953621. On attempting to land the helico~ter they received small arms 
fire. Mortar and artillery strikes were called in on the LZ. At 094,H, 
it G/2/9 patrol at YD 873531 while movi.rlg dO\.m J,he t_r~~:L~w~~_hit_bJTa com­
mand det0nated mine and sniper fire. Results: 2 WIA. At 09,OH, 3/9 
co~menced a helilift to non-secured 1Z Winchester. ~e first wave m~de 
contact with an estimated enemy squad, tmd very. quickly~s~~~t!?d 
through to consolidate the 1Z so that the lift was not impeded. ResuLts: 
2 W1A/KIA. At 10aOH, F/2/9 at XD 865538 fir~d at an NVA 300 meters to the 
front. Several bunkers were subsequently foUnd. At lOlSH, B/l/9 at XD 
877,14 found 9 reinforced bunkers (6x3x4), 18 rounds 82mm, 1 RPG booster 
and 3 sets of mess gear. At loh5H, A./l/3 viCinity XD 952621 made contact 
with an unknown size force in trees and spider holes. Results: 2 KIA and 
6 WIA. At 1130H, E/2/9 vicinity YD 885572 was hit by a command detonated 
mine. The point element returned fire. Results: 1 KIA and 1 WIA. Also 
at ll30H, K/3/9 having landed at 1Z Winchester, was moving we~t to Tien 
when snipersinits.b::d heavy semi-automatic (ire. While calling in ar-
tillery and gunship supporting fires, an army gun!3hip mistook them for the 
enemy. 'Results: 3 WIA. At 1200H, B/l/9 found a trail at XD 877,79. 
Several huts were found with bags of rice along the trail, and numerous 
caves could be seen on Hill 844. At l300H, L/3/3 at YD 938,03 made contact 
with 3 NVA. Results were 2 KIA, 10 WIA, 3 NVA/KIA, one machine gun captured 
and 2 TWe. At l400H, B/l/9 found what appeared to be a small base camp 
with huts located between XD 872,22 and XD 873,33. At 1405H, a/2/9 vicinity 
XD 868,34 found 20 living bunkers about 1 month old and 20 A.T. mines. At 
l500H, E/2/9 advanced to YD 88,573 under close air support to recover 1 
KIA reported at l130H. Fire from XD 884573 resulted· in 2 WIA. At 1520H, 
M/3/3 vicinity ID 965,96 received. mortar andS/A fire from,'(XD 941604 re­
sulting in 2 KIA. and 34 WIA. At 1630H,B/lj3 ~vicinity XD 948620 made 
contact with 2 NVA in a bunker with AK-47 I s.· Results: 1 KIA and 3 WIA. 
At l6"H, D/1/3 vicinity YD 948620 while moving through A/l/3, encountered 
sub-machinegun and light machinegun fire resulting in 3 KIA, 7 WIA and 12 
~IVA/KIA. At 1730H, L/3/3 at YD 952590 received 8 rounds l30mm incoming 
artillel'Y. By 1800H, C/1/9 vicinity XD 880,42 made contact with 2 NVA. 
No casualties. Also D/l/9 commenced sweeping a large base camp continually 
reconing by fire. After consolidating the ar'ea, 300 bunkers, (3.3 of which 
had been searched thus far), a hospital and QF, 200 sweat shirts, 40 blankets, 
300 cans of gauze, 100 pounds of rocksalt, 2[60 pounds of rice, Russian 
type C-rationsJ 1 case_of rocket :rounds, 10 vi.qll;U)i'novocain.e, 12 bottles 
of water purification tablets, 32 cases of 82mm mortars, 22 cases of .,0 
cal ammo, 37 anti-tank mines, 61 A.F. mines, 10 boxes TNT and 1500 rounds 
AK-47 ammo were found. By 1945H, K/3/9 at YD 896588 in contact since 1130H 
was still taking S/A and 60mm mortar fire f~om the entrenched enemy. Air 
strikes and artillery was continually called in the lower AO.· Results: 
5 KIA and 19 WIA. During the da.y- the 1st Battalion or 9th Caval.r;r had. 
contact on the lower AO of Lancaster II. Rasults: 2 KIA and 1 WAIKIA. 
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10 Sep: At 01S0H, D/l/3 at YD °52610 received 3 incoming grenades in their 
perimeter resultmg in 2J1IA. __ At_015bH~-_elements of the_ls~ARVN Division 
reported NVA fired 10 rounds of B-40 rockets at Huong Hoa, resulting in 
1 l'rA. At 0300H, K/3/}LP vicinity9!..!3607 made con'i:,act with an undeter­
mined ~NA force. The 1P received S/! fire, rifle grenades, and 3-5 auto­
matic weapons fire resulting in 2 l/lIA •. At 073QH, I/3/3 vicinity XD 937604 
recei.ved S/A fire. Air and artiD.ery "ere at first deemed not ad-
visable due to ~the close r.:roximity of bnnkers to friendly troops. 82rrnn 
mortars began falling min~tes later, hmv8ver, :mel 60mm mortars were uSf3d to 
mark the target for subsequent airstrikes andu.mships. _ R{gsults after 
consolidation:-2$ H1A, 1 NVA/PC)f.'J, 2 :erc and 1.0SI-[C. At 0930H, M/3/3 re­
ceived 30-35 rounds of e.stimated 82mm mortar resulting in 1 WIA. At llOOH, 
F/2/9 vidnity XD 8565).j.5 found a vacant camp site 2 days old on a trail 
leading to thesutheast. A 25 bunker complex.200 meters up the trail 
contained 10 boxes of .50 cal ammo, 28 cases 82mm, 10 rcunds 82mm mortar 
loose. At 1325H, a recon team at the Rockpile exchanged fire with two NVA. 
Results: 1 WIA. Also at 1325H, an F-4 was shot down by .50 cal fire from 
XD 940610. The pilot parachuted safely. At 1345H, B/l/3 at XD ?45622 found 
6 NVA/KIA. At 1515H, G/2/26, vicinity Thon Son Lam (XD 582545), received 
12 rounds 75mm pack hO'iVitzer from vicinity XD 927547. Counter artillery 
was fired. At 1530H, B/l/9 vicinity XD R72523 found an abundant cam;::: site 
on the river with 3 shelters built between treas and rocks. Found were 
52 ~!rLcr.r" ;::ren.qdes, _:;4 :;. ... ice rn~l<D, fl3 ~;rTA h81ts, l_]1nrsj? p'1.ck uit.h ted "1'089 
on it;.one ID T,gg with ••••••• NguYen Duy Knoung, Col-K3, 3016168 •••••• and 
3 bloody battle dressings. At 1650H, }~/3/3 vicinity XD 944603 received 
41 rounds of 82mm mortar. At 1700H, B/1/3 vicinity XD 954625, encountered 
NVA in bunkers firing AM and 60mm mortars. Bravo Company attacked, then the 
NVA counter attacked with a platoon (plus) from the north. The attack was 
repulsed and supporting arms .lvere called in. Results: 4 KIA, 6 lrJLt\., 13 
~NA/KIA and 6 DNC. Also at 1200H, 1/3/3 vicinity XD 937607 received 10 
rnunds 82m~11 mortar fire from an unknown position resulting in 2 WH. At 
1710H, a recon team vicinityYD 972644 reported enemy movement was very 
close. Airstrikes were conducted after the team's extraction. Results~ 
1 NITA/KIA I At 174oH, E/2/9 vicinity XD 883573 found approximately 20 
bunkers, 1 claymore, 1 RPG \round, cl.otting, ? "h:I.~Qr'. i:r0n"'.:1cS, 3 roc!{~ts, 
cannisters and 1 TWA/KIA. At 1750H, A/2/9 continuing the search of 300 . 
bunkers found 12 rounds 60mm mortars, 3200 pounds of rice, 2600 pounds of 
salt, documents and 7e2 gear. At 1800H, Camp Carroll received 11 ro~nds 
artillery resulting in lKIA'l.i1d 2 WIA.- At 19ObH, an AO sfghted a platoon 
of NVl\. in the open at XD 95h645. Artillery missions were called in. At 
2140H, G/2/26 vicinity XD 982545 receivod 5 rounds of incoming 75mm pack 
hmdtzer. Res~.1lts: 6 KIA and 1 WIA. At 23h~H, 1/3 (rear) received 4 
rounds incoming resulting in 1 KIA and 2 t1Lt\.. 

r-\ill~,JllL.~~$~W~~® 
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11 Sep' At 01100, G/2/26 received 5 rounds of 130mm incoming. A.t 043CH, 
B/1/; in vicinity YD 945625 received a hea.vy probe on their lines. Approx­
imately 5-7 NYA from the vest attacked with Chicom grenades and AVI1 and 4 
NYA a.ttacked from the north with two light machine gune. Both attacks 
wem repulsed but two enemy machine guns were dug in and still active. 
Results, 2 KIA, 3 WIA and 1 NVA/KIA. At 071511, G/2/26 received} rounds 
130mm artillery. At 0930EI, vicinity YD 882577, the point element of E/2/9 
was taken under fire by a conuna.nd detonated mine 8.nd automatic weapons. 
Results: 2 WIA. At 1125H, I/3/9 vicinity XD 909589 received 1 short 
round fired by K/4/12 resUlting in 1 KIA. At 123OH, F/2/9 vicinity XD 885 
548 found 20 bunkers 7X7x4. 51 praotice Ohloom grenades found indicated it 
Was a training area. By 1310H, B/1/9 and 1/9 OP had completed a lift 
to VCB. At 1319H, M/3/9 at XD 897588 found 2 DH-10 mines, 1 A~47, 1 NYA 
gaS mask, 1 NVA/KIA, sixteen 60mm fuzes and 14 rounds 60mm mortar. At 
1500H, B/1/3 vicinity XD 944624 found 2 sites of NVA multiple graves. 
A check of the graVes revealed 17 NVA/KIA. At 1700H, B/1/3 at YD 945625, 
while clearing their flanks, made heavy contact on the north and west with 
an estimated two platoons. The units moved against one another for the 
rest of the day. Results: 4 KIA, i9 WIA, 14 two, ; CS\\U and 18 NVA/Ka. 
At 1tl45H, 2/3 OP at YD 945624 received six 60lllJll. mortar rounds resulting 
in 2 VIlA. At 1930H, 0/1/9 vicinity ID 879542 continued So search of a large 
bunker complex and found 201 rounds 81mm mortar, 7 rounds 75mm RR, 80 RPG-2 
rounds, 30 BPG-7 rounds, 32 anti-tank mines, 120,000 rounds 7.6zmm, 358 
rounds 82J1m, 8408 rounds 60mm mortar, 8 Chic om grenades, 47 cases of .50 
cal, 70 fuzes for 60mm IIOrtar, 1800 pounds of rice. 21 pounds of salt 
and 7 NVlt/KIA. 

12 Sepl At 08500, M/3/9 vicinity YD 896594 found several fighting holes 
and writing on a tree interpreted to read in English "Food along the trail, 
continue along) trail". At 091<:11, I/3/9 at YD 891588 found 10 fighting holes 
5x3x1 with a forked stake pointing 260 degrees. By 0924R, E/2/3 had completed 
a helllift to LZ lAe, where they found a heavy constructed bunkers and 1 
AK-47. At 09500, I/3/9 vicinity YD 887587, while Observing air strikes, 
reported 50 seconlary explosions. Additional air strikes were called. in. 

!~ O~:: T~ ~~;~d ;~O~:p~t!~9-~~ra:~~::~~d~~!C~~e;O:~ Mfe!~~ t~~ 
Hill 463. Also reported at XD 883584 were 6 ounlers, 6 huts and 10-1'; 
large crates near the huts. At 113QI, F/2/9, vicinity XD 855546, found a 
new trail heading NE. At 13000, L/3/9-vicinity XD 892526 was hit by a 
cemmand d,~tonated DH-10 mine and 5/ .. fire. Resultsa 4 WIA. Also at 
this time, F/2/9 a.t XD 852549 exchanged tire with 2 NVA rllnning up the 
trail after being hit by a command detonated mine. Resultsl 1 KIA and 
1 WIA •. By 1503H, C/1/3 had reached )CD 947627. Also ill/2/3 at YD 947267, 
while searohing the preViously I.'eported bunker complex, found 24 additional 
bunkers and 4 NVA/KIA. At 17000, F/2/3 at xn-94362; round one 
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NVA/PO~. By 1700B, L/3/3 at XD 895595 had broken contact with a reinforced 
NVA squad after being hit by a command detonated mine. Results: 2 KIA, 
2 WIA and 2 '.JVA/KIA. At 2000B, H/3/9 vi'cinity XD 895595 found a box with 
NVA writing wh i.ch read If 82mIll. for BAH CO.1f •. ... 

13 Sep: At 1040B, F/2/9 vicinity XD 850550 ma:de contact with an estimated 
NVA squad in 3 burY.{ers;- Ar1:,lllery~niissions were -called in on l'PA escape 
routes. l.esults: 1 KIA and 3 IolIA. At 1110B, 2/26 com"1enced a heli lift 
to LZ MarGo. At 1210B, E/2l3 vicinit:.JT YD 9ltbti26 found 50 rounds of 82mm 
mortar in a bunker. At, l)O.9H, I/3/9_vi9inij:,y"YD fl86527 had 2 cOl11!11ana -de­
tonated min~"s fired at them followed by sniper fire r(~suftlng- "1-n-4 IHA. 
E/2/9, vicini.ty YD 886544, found two bunk.3rs;-·one a CP and-one an armory 
bunkAr. In the bunkers were two M-16's, 13 SKS'.s, 2 AK-47 t s, 2 a;nn1Q tool 
cases, 2 Russian claymores,_ f9 gr~nacle.'3,?OIlon-electi:-icb1aS'ting caps, 
numerous medical supplies, and 3 boxes .50 cal amJllo~· A.t~Jibon,i/3 near 
vicinity TSL received 5 rouJids of 85mm incom.llp.:. At 1440!!, F/2/3 vicinity 
YD 93J-L628, recaiy~ed alltoml1ti.Qwe~@'P.9Ils fj . .r'§ rromthewest. At 1~T.j.5H, il/3!9 
commenced holilift to-:"Jui Tia Pong~~At··-165SH, 173]9viciil1ty ·yr:P~ItJ;I:fS-·-~-
f01.md a bunker- complex well built andverYivery new. Found were 30 rounds 
82m'Yl, 3 cans of B2mm fuzes, 5 p01mds of rice, and 12 NVA/KIA. At 1715H, 
L/3/9 vicinity XD 885584 fonnd two 82m.lll mortar pits and 12 rounds f.2m.""1. 
At 1s:'4OH, H/3/9 vicinity XD 8qh~72 recelved Tro1:ulds mortar from an i'ZiT!111tp 
of 300 de Gree s • R.~ su1."t~ were l.Jr[IA. . . . 

14 Sep: ,'1,/1/9 c:lecl<ed area Y1~ 031615 and fotirld 5 NVA/KIA. At 0940, 2/26 
YU 8t2617 observed 13 lTV,'\. wi.th packs-movintnp-!,rth •. Artillery was called 
in. By nOaH, D!l/3 had completed a lift to_TSL and 3/3 h.-:d relieved 1/9. 
At ll~OH, the 1/3 rear at Thon Son Lam receiyed 3 rounds of inco'rJine; artil­
lery. At 1230H, E/2/9 vicinity XIi ~;R2552, while on patrol found 43R rounds 
82mm, 5 round_s 57mm, 27 A. T. mine", B5 RPG-2rounds, 6h RPC-7 rounds, 26 
RPG-7 boosters-, 5 rounds 122mm roc <c<;ts with boosters, 1'71 rounds 6')mm, 
168 cases 12.7mm rounds (8S' rounds par caseL~75 pounds of TWr, ~,OOO 
chicom blastinr caps, 1000 ti .. me fuzes, 6 '1ussian prenades, and 2400 pounds 
of ric". At 1.330a, rr/2/J vicinity 9356143 f01lnd 2 fresh grave's containing 
2 NVA/KIA. At lL~40B, 2/26 vicinity XD 89862~ intercepted one NVA y.ralkinf' 
on the trail calling "chieu hoi". Results: 1. WIlA/PCH and 1 AK-h7. At 
17l0H, 1/3/3 vicinity YD 026562 received three rounds [12mrn mortar from 
vicinity XD 90561}l. At 202 iJH, 2/2$ heard movement tOl.rard the5.r ?osition 
from the valiey on the SI:f. They observed 25 to 50 nVA in the valley, en­
gaged them w:Lth semi-automaj:.ie fire~.~~5~~i:luJ~s: _ J..KJA Cl.lldLl(IA!. 

15 Sep: At OnOR, n/2/9 c(]mrlenced a helilift to FSB Black. At 0730H, 
D/l!9 comrnenced a heU.1-ift_tn EB.~A.t.oe~g7~ thi3 ?th)1ar:hl"!E!s u~~0!11ITl~nce.cJ:_ 
a helilift toLZ IJinchester. A.t 0825H,- ;r/32.viciT).it.Y_YD 894585 found 
1 can of 82mm fuzes. At 020()R, E/2[26 y:i,.cj..rinyXD 906624 found freshly 
dug fighting holes and saT" 1 UVA. 'Lhe_l,l.Yl.i-t, l:J.ea.r..Q _movement 1'-TEand 11M of 
their pasiti on. Sup~;orting arms 1,rer"8-brc)11c;l1tto bear-arollnd them.· Two 
NVA/KI1\. were fOlmd as they.:..Q.ontinu~d movlnr:: in_a ... 'JE direction. After 
moving 75 meters they W8re D'm~eC! down b;v AM fire and. Grenades. -
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By the end of the day results were 1 HA, (; \HA and 1 TWA/KIA. At 0930H, 
1/3/9 vicinity YD f945P..5 found two mortar pits. -- At 0945H, L/3/9 vicinity 
YD fWh589 was hit by a c011l111.,~.nd detonated mine all.Q smal1. armsi. There were 
1 KIA and 2 HIA. At 1055H, c/1l3 vicinity YD 9IJ::6GIO receivetd mortar fire 
from a",300 degree azimutli. Bj~115H, L/3/9 wa~=continutnr: to receive 
heavy small arms fire from a reinrorced platoon we]]: rlug in. They reques­
ted 106 1'1, and air strikes. R,esuits: 1 KIA and_5 \JJIA.. At 114oH, L/3/9 
sighted 12 l-N!\' in the ope,n. ~ SE?-ll a:rms_ f:Lt~_~aaJ:r~g~ir:i~SJ~X~@Ll:t:t(3d~~1B- ~ 
1, NVtl/KT.A. At 1245H, F/2/26 v:LcinLtyft S82oi7sir;hted i1 "riA: ~ Adjusted 
air strtkes rc,sulted in 1 NVA/KIA. At 1715H, L/3/9 observed 12 NVA in the 
open. .subseq'lentCfires resulted in G :'JVA/KIA. 1t le15H, e/l/3 received 
2 r~'tlnds f:2mm fromXD 981.[51.,6. Res:JHs: 2 vnA. -At the same t-Lme a G/2/) 
patrol si.rhted two NVA on the s01,thern sVe of the river from thetr po­
sition (YD 906607) and commenced fire. There were 2 NITA/KIA. By 1900B:, 
1/3/9 broke contact and set upa night llQsitionat xD_rph5e~_ ~esuH,s_: 
6 '!fVA/KIA. At 2025'H, E/2/26, vicinity XD 905622, observed an estim::ted 
NVA platoon moving ar'und their position. Night defensive fires were 
called. At 2lJOH, I/3/~ at Khe Gio RrtdFn rr:cejyr:'~ n ,'(':':/" '. 82r.: . 
No casualties, 

16_ Sep: At 0910H, 1/3/3 _yicit'c:ity XU 9~2)q~ found 2 NVA/KIPc, ~~K-4'i', 1 ... 
RPG-7 lAunchpr, 2 ~,PG rcunds, 7 chicom f,renades, 7 pairs of boots, 2 packs 
and 5 bnttles of narcotics. At 09l5H, a CH-46 crashed in 2/3's posi.tion 
at LZ Sierra. ',fa fire or serious injuries. At 1230H, M/.3/9 at TIl 87h57'5 
si,ghted 5 flrVA i.n the open. Ar~tillery _fire resuJted in 3 NVA/f\I_A. At]240H, _ 
K/3/9 vicinity rT! 307547 found 1 H-2 carb::'ne, lSl.lbmachine g'.tn, 3 chicoms, 
4 RPG r(mnds, 9 f.1.S masks, 1 officer's l:ack, 2000 pounds of rice and assorted 
documents. At 1)20H, L/3/9 at YD 8fi2585 was hit by a command detonated 
chymore resulting tn 2 ltJ.IA. A search of the area revealed .3 additional 
claymores. Ten minut,8s later 1'/3/9 received small Rrms fire from a bun-
ker complex. After a prep fire, a ground assault resulted in 32 NVA/KIA. 
A ,s~arch of the area revealed a ho bunker compl~x. Inside the bunkers ~ 
were 240 poun;!s of T~IT, 165 AS. mine~-,-~.lO_O_DH .. IC_ITli:rle:3, 450'~PGr_Qul1(l.s,_ 
70 cases O.r 7.62mm am;~o, 40 cases of .50 cal ammo, 26 cases of 12.7mm 
ammo, h casec 9rnm 'Pistol ammo, 900 rounds 82lTJIl1, 240 rifle grenades, 600 
pounds of rice, 216 chicom grenades, assorted documents, 17.5" pounds of 782 
gear, 1 NVA co:npass, 12 AK-h7's, 75 SK-50's, and 2 machine guns. Seven 
storage 'bunkers were reported destroyed by direct hits from artillery 
or air. 14 NVA bodies were found along with many, many parts of bodies. 
At IhoOH, E/2/9 vicinityXD 889544 found what appeared to be an indoct­
rination traininG center, including t~relve bamboo huts with bunkers, two 
kitchens with large rice storage basins andtvatcr pipes ~hr("'(\:gh bamboo'. 
Over 200 jJaf,es of.' paper documents \-Jere-r0und phi:s 87 ';CT-~ mInes; 205 RPr;': 
2 rounds, 109 :tPG-7 rounds, 36 rounds of 75rnrn r~coiless rifle, 35 r!'lmds 
82mm recoiless rifle, 257 rcunds 60rnrn mortar, 144 rounds 82rmn mortar, 21 
cans of inc:-ements, h cases 7.62rnm, l_C!§.se 7.62_1ink, Grounds H37-A2 
82mm, nevi t~rpe :nortar, 2300 pounds- of-saH~JJ5,aDEfpoun(IE: of 'rIce -~an(ro .~~ 
approximately 2500 feet of single strand ccmrnurifcation wire. At 1445H, 
G/2/3, vicinity YD :;'32626, discovered a complex of 25 bunk.~rs which ap­
peared to be the Regimental epe • At 1615:-1, 2/26 _vicinity XD 901601 beifan 
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receiving inco~fJ.ing 82mm mortar fire (orm XD 906617, XD 900623, XD W;9617, 
XD 802617. EVery kind of fire 1fas returned-tram S/Ato air strikes •. 
Ap:roximately 25 N7A 'VJer8ob~ierv(ld moving east carr:ring a mortar tube at 
XD 9..06523. Hare -all' strikes TNere called in;. 2/26 S11 s~ained over 214 
rounds incoT:1ing , .. hich resulted in 25 KIA, 126 1inA and 27 NVA/KIA. All 
friendly casualties were from mortar incIDming. 

17 Sep: TR:~TJSDALE ]Im'l'I'H ACTTnr,T Cr;r'f''r;!'rGED BY 1/9 A}ID 1/4 HELIL IF'TING Il\TTO 
LZ'S Pi\CT.F1C AND CANADA. At 1150H, A/l/9 vicinityXD 910684 sighted 20 
NVA in the open at XD 909677. Artillery fite was' called in. At 1200H, 
G/2/26 fired on 3 NVA at x:o 897617. L/3/2" vicinity JeD m95C6, while 
searching a bunker comp18x found 480 RPG rounds, 350 DR-IO mines, 4000 
pounds of TNT, 6000 pounrls 7.62m'1l ammo and 1700 M-2 carbine ammo. E/2/9 
at Xl) 889544 found 24 SKS rifles and 4~'00 pounds of- ri.ce. At 1209H, AI 
1/9 vicinity xn 913683 sighted 15 T\TVA in the_ open at XD 907673. They 
fired small arms, foll0",ed by artillery~ \A '.sweep, of the area later un­
covered 25 NVA/KIA. _At !1335H, a UH-IE hel~qopter \bound for LZ vvinehester 
from VeB, hit a tree and crashed approximately 200 meters south of LZ 
~finehester. Cas'lalties included Brig. Gen. CHIP , LtCol KNIGHT, I lid0.S, 
and 3 eretV'members. At 1338H, B/l/9, vicinity xn 9106, called ih artillery 
on 4 NVA at XD 907676. Results: 4 NVA/KIA. At l410H, A/l/9 on LZ Pacific 
fired small arms and artillery at 6 to 10 NjA in the open at XD 913683. 
Results were 2 ~IVA/KIA. Also a 1/9 snip'3r1i.t YD 909684 observed 3 NVA 
crossing an open area on §. trail. __ Sniper tire resulted in 1 NVA/KIA. 
At l450H, 2/26 vicinity XD 90l601,received-!i7ronndsofJ:neoming 82mm -­
mort:~.rs resulting in 3 IHA. At l.5obH, a 1/9 CP at L~ Pacific called in 
air strikes on 25 NVA in' the open, north at the Ben Hai River~ ~8sults: 

25 NVA/KIA <1l],d severn1 second,'l!'"lJ explosions. At 1900H, 2/26 lines were 
probed by a squad size NVA unit following 13 rounds of 82mm incoming. 
Results: 1 KIA and .5 WIA. E/2/9 vicinity XD 889541 found 700 rounds 
82mm, 67 claymores, 107 rounds 6Omm, 297 RPG-7 rounds, 19 mines, 80 A.T. 
mines, two 122mm rockets, 560 rounds 7.62mm, 1700 pounds of TNT, lOS RPG-
2 rounds, 150 sets of NVA utilities, and 20 bunkers. At 1915H, LZ Pacific 
receive~ 15 rounds incoming mortar. Results: 5 'IHA. 

18 Sep: At 0900H, A/l/4 vicinity XD 947674. observed 2 NVA and opened 
fire with M-79's and M-60 machine guns. Thirty minutes later, 2 NVA 
were again sighted walking toward "A" Company's hasty ambush. S/A fire 
stunned one NVA, the other escaped. Results If8re 1 NVA/POW. At 1200H, 
F/2/26 at XD 909630 followed a trail that led to 2 NVA/KIA and 13 fight-
ing holes. A search_ of tllE? ar_eaI'~vealed a much larger base camp extending 
well over several hundred-meters. ··There-were 2)~ well-fortifiedbuilkers .. 
and 15 smaller ones, 5 bamboo huts containmg 250 pounds of rice, 100 rounds 
AK-47 and several packs. At l335H, vicinity XD 94)./.623, a~ H/2/3 marine 
was checking the area in front of his positIon and detonated a pressure 
type firing device rosulting in 1 WIA. At 1400, E/2/9 at XD 888546 found 
839 rounds 82mm, 126 claym<Jres, 222 rrunds RPG~2, 253 rounas .5Omm, 291 
A.T. mines, 200 pounds of TNT, 45 rounds 60mm mortar, 8200 pounds of rice, 
and 4 radio batteries. By 144oH, L/3/9 at Xb 879586 had found 828 rounds 
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of 82mm, and 600 pounds of TNT. At 1500H, E/2/9 at XD 845532 found 15 
fight~ng holE3~ gn(Ll~:La.:m!0re set at. every avenue. of approach. At l530H, 
M/3i:3 ~:Co:rrune:riced a heliliftt 0 LZ Pedro • At ~16l5H, -d]2/3 at YD 935626 con­
duci:e'Cf a search of 16 bunkers and found 3006 rounds of .50 cal, 65 rounds 
of 82mm' and 25 pounds of rice. At 1825H, 11.3/9 at XD 879586 whilA moving 
tOivard a hin received fire from an estimate-a. NVA squad with com:lland detonated 
claymore mines, and automatic weapons fire •. India Comrany pulled back and 
saturated t 1le.area with air . strike s and artillery. With platoons on line, 
the company swept up and over the high ground meeting very light resistance. 
Results were JKIA, 5 l.'HA .and _6.JNl\j:\IA._Due.tQ .. dat'knas~u:l!1.1:y.a.3e:r'y ... _ .. 
light search-,a~UTl~d~ll.t. it..Le.:v.ealed a large training cam2....lvith 25 huts, ___ _ 
50 bunk'3rs, 50 fighting holes, and two bulletin boards. At this time 
220 rounds/60rnm mor1jar, 900 rounds of 7.62l111ll, 27 pounds of TNT,h Alp 
mines, 400 1".ound8 9m."1, 1 RPG booster, 63 roun :·8 82mm, 60 blasting caps 
and assorted documents were fOl;:.nd. At 1900Ji, 1/9 OP at XD 913679 received 
25 rounds 82mm mortar~ Air strikesdestroyod one .50 cal and one 82mm 
mortar position accounting for lOlWA/KIA ... At 1905R, the 2/26 OP at LZ 
Nargo received 20 rounds of 82mm mortar •. During the night D/1/9 at XD 
916667 received 8 chicom grenades. Also G7213 took sev·:;ral 82mm rounds. 

19 Sep: At 0915H, G/2/3 moving toward their hill objective were hit by 
a cO'TI:'1and detonated mj_ne and AM fire at XD.924626. Mortar, artillery and 
air strikes were called in for support. Results were 4 KIA, 10 HTA and 
4 NVA/KIA. At 1130B, a recon team at XD 012646 made contact with 5-6 
NVA resulting in 1 KIA and 1 NVA/UA. At 1210H, 0/1/3 at. TSL received 
3 rounds of light artillery from YD 929540. i\.t 1220R, I/319 vicini.ty XD 
877587, found 4 supply huts, 7 living huts, _1 messhall, 6o~ rounds 82mm, 
300 rounds 6amm mortar, ten 107mm rockets one 122rmn rocket, 60,000 chi-
com grenades, 30 A.T. mines, 35 DR-IO mines, 600 blasting caps, 4000 rounds 
7.62rmn, 800 pounds of rice and 1600 pounds of TNT. Airstrikes during the 
day accounted for 4 NVA/KIA. At 1530H, B/ll4 vicinity XD 953669, found 
30 bunkers, a small messhall, 400 pounds of rice, 2 water points, documents, 
and assorted other gear. At 1600H, G/2/26 ~t XD 879528 found 10 bunkers 
6x4x5 with living hooches over them. Also found were 12 bipods, 7 base 
plates, 9 aiming stakes, 600 rounds AK-47, 200 AK-50 linked rounds, 60 
rounds 60mm mortar, 5 RPG-2 rounds, and 50 rounds Rlmm mortar rounds. 
r/3/9 reported additional findings at their..,J2osition of 17 DH-IO mlnes, 
64 A.T. mines, 500 pounds TNT, 552 rounds 60mm mortar, 900 rounds 82mm 
mortar, 24 rounds 75rnm RR, 780 chicom grenades, 22 r01.mds 14armn rockets, 
16 rounds 107mm rockets, 336 RPG rounds with boosters, 63 blasting caps 
and 1280 detonators. A/1/4, at XD 935660, discovered at this time 450 
SKS-55, s, 2. s_~bmachi~eguns, 1 light:rrJach~e_gun, 76:!:'ounds of 82rnm mortar., 
168 rounds 8lmm, 300,000 rounds AK-47, 200 Kilos of TNT, 64 claymores and 
128 cases of .50 cal. At 1700R, 1/9 CP at XD 915665 received 20 rounds 
incoming 82mrn mortar. :t'romIP_9J96.9.b. ~Eg~J!oclts t.J,1.J'l.lA~~~9~Q§~quSlnt~ ai:r:~~ 
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strikes and artillery resulted in 10 NVA/KIA. At 1800H, e/l/3 at XD '738 
663 had one NVA "Chieu Hoi" approach their position. He was evacuated. 
At 2105H, a CH-46 helicopter, at VCB to refuel, crashed when searchlights 
shined in the pilot's eyes. There lfere no inJuries. At 2130H J E/2/26 at 
XD 897620. received a. probe trom an unknown si.~e unit'thrcn-rin: Chiconl 
crenades and firi.:'1b RPI1 J s, ~ GOJ1~pnny returned f~.t'e. !\.lso ,:l.t 211.J.SH, B/l/4 
at "lG) 9526(7 received a probe; with Chicorn greri"aaes and RPG' s. 

20 Sep: At 0002H, B/1/9 received 5 incoming chicom grenades. Av uo~un, 
G/2/26 at YD 926625 detected movement near their position. After M-26 
grenades were thrpwn, a_13earGh9f thELc~J'~_~:r~vea:L~.~L~N'.rA/lCIA.~ . A-k08]Og, 
a recoll. team detonated a booby trap at.JD 082649 causing 3 t"iIA.. At 0915H, 
an air strike on XD 905654 resulted in 2 NVA/KIA. At lhOOH, I/3/9 still 
searching the training area base camp, foundl),j.O bottles of penicillin, 
together with 4 large c~ses oX as_so:r;t.~dJne.di.ca1..sll.:ru;>lie§, .3lt.r91J11c3.ElJ..ffmm 
rockets, 39,240 rounds of 7. 62mm amnnmi tion and 3 additional bunkers. 
At 1420H, F /2/3 at XD 922626 receivI9d S/A fire from XD 923626. After 
returning fire with small arms, artillery and gunships, the area was searched. 
Results: 6 NVA/KIA and 1 NVA/POW. At .150OH, G/2/9 at XD 880527 found 
42 graves. Inside of each, ii1.ere was 2ne boq;YL_R~s'!l.lts: 42 NITA/KIA. 
By l630H, F/2/3 at XD 923626 had located 11 NVX/KIA and captured 27 rounds·· 
82mm, 250 pounds of rice, 7 ~K-47's,and 1 RPG~ Over 100 bunkers had been 
found. At 1815H, F/2/3 at XD 923627 received AIW and S/A fire from all 
sides of their perimeter while a CH-46 was making a resupply run. Results: 
1 WIA. At 2015H, "H", "E", and F/2/3, vicinity XD 938827, XD 925626 and 
XD 925626 respectively, received, probes on 30)rof their lines with trip 
flares going off around the area. 30 rounds of 60mm were received. There 
were 15 WIA. 

21 Se~: At 0500H, D/l/3 vicinity FSB Pete received one round incoming 
S/A flre which resulted in 1 WIA. At lOOOH, K/3/3 at YD 948605 found an 
abandoned enemy flame thrower with "ROf{ S-3" written on it. The flame 
thrower was intact. Also found were six' 120t1un.. r09"k~:!is, 9 boos-t,srs-, 10 
122mm rocket launchers, 20 DH-IO mines, 21 chicom grenades, 7 RPG rounds, 
33 rounds 60mm mortar, 2...ro1lll.ds82mm., __ lLgas masks, 48 fuzes 6Omm, 24 
shot gTm shellsJ 8,809 rot1llci~_I._6_~m, __ J.J_J:)odJT bags, 200 pounds of rice L _____ _ 

nine 120mm rockets with warheads, documents and 13 NrvA/KIA. At 1245H, 
G/2/9 at XD 928676 found 15 rounds 75mm ~R and 50 rounds 82mm mortar. 
At 1330H, a 1/9 CP vicinityYD 942661, found an NVA telephone similar to 
our TA-l with markings of "B-2, 19th En, 32oth:J:jivision". Also at 1330H, 
I/3/9 at YD 875601 found one NVA bunkerlO'x8'x6' with a small additional 
bunker 4x4x6. Seven vats of medical gear, 2 operating gowns, 3 surgical 
towels, 8 cases of morphine, (10 bottles per case) 4 bottles of ether and 
250 pounds of rice were found in the bunker. ]lIsa 3 graves revealed 13 
NVA/KIA. At 1425H, H/2/9 at XD 908633 found 23bunkers, 500 rounds .30 
cal and 1 Chinese sub-machine gun. At 1500H, D/l/9 at XD 903660 found 
5 large, fresh mud graves containing at least 24 bodies each. The graves 
were openBd in order to estimate the n1lIDber.ofbod:i~~j.Il each Ol].e. _Results: 
120 NVA/KIA. Documents were also found. At 15""30H, A/l/4 found a base 'camp 
and training area together with h AK-47's.!"3 s~~, 400 bandages, .400 leath~£ _. 
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rifle slings, 8 cases of 82mm mortars and 48 A.T. mines. At 1600H, E/2/3 

at XD 926629 encountered S/A fire and heavy A1W fire from XD 925632 while 

searching a bunker system, resulting in 2 WIA. The fire was returned. 

and the area swept. Found Were 4 AK-47's, 6 NVA packs, and 10 NVA/KIA. 

Some documents were also found. At 164~, C/l/9, at XD 982638, received 

A/W fire upon reaching the crest of the hill. Fire was returned and the 

area consolidated. Results were 1 KIA, 4 WIA and 1 WTA/KIA. At l650H, 

G/2/26 at YD 891636 found 155 cases 82mm mortars, SO cases of 60mrn rounds, 

100 cases demolitions, 2 can 7.62mm ammo, 110 cans .50 co.l, 20 cases RPG-

41s and 35 caS8S of mines. At l700H, e/1/3 at XD 905660 found the remain­

ing portion of a regimental size bunker and storage complex. Over 350 

bunkers were 1o\ind together with 3000 pounds -oof rice, 300 pounds of salt, 

200 helmets, 100 packs and assorted document~. At l800H, K/3/9 at XD 

772590 found 25 chicom grenades, 12 DH-IO mines, 200 pounds of rice, 500 

Soviet 7.62 long rounds, 2 large rolls of comm\mication wi.re and assorted 

other gear. ~ 

22 Sep: At 0930H, A/l/9 at XD 910656 found a S5 bnnl{er complex, ten of 

which were kitchens with assorted cooking materials. At 1200H, L/3/9 at 

YD 864591 was hit by a command detonated mine, chicom rrrenades and small 

arms fire. Fire was returned and artillery called in. Results: 5 1:J1A. 

\t 1220H, an I/3/9 patrol just oiltside their own lines observed 2 NVA 

moving slowly toward them. At the same time the patrol heard movement 

on their Ganks. The patrol fieed and a search of the ar8a revealed 2 

~NA/KIA with 2 AK-47 Is. At 1330H, B/ll4 at YD 93665P found 27 reinforced 

bunkers, 1600 rOlU1ds .50 cal, 100 pnunds of rice, and communication wire 

leading from bunker to bunker. At 141511, a base camp was found '1.t XD 

891636 by E/2/26 consisting of 14 bamboo thatched huts (1~IX25'), 1 

kitchen, dispensary and head. Assorted rear was found along with 6 cases 

of TNT and 3 grave sites containing 8 1i;'f,TA/nA. At 1520H, F /2/3 found I 

WJA/KIA and 1 SKS. At l700H, 1/3/9 after an intense artillery prep of 

the area, swept through the enemy positions at XD e645n finding parts 

of ? NVA/KIA. At If-OOH, E/2/3 at XD 924627 found 200 pounds of rice and 

2 RPG rounds.- - . 

23 Sep: At oBOOH, D/l/4 at XD 933658 found 95 rounds 75mm recoiless 

rifle. At OnOH, a 3/9 squad patrol at XD 862591, initiated contact with 

an estimated WlA squad and received approximately 40 rounds of incoming 

6Om:'l mortar from XD 852593. Results: 3 WIA. At l130H, K/3/9 at XD 887 

603 after an artillery prep found parts of bodies from 6 NVA/KIA. At l300H, 

1/4 at XD 957676 observed 1 NVA pop up and ·opened fire causing 1 NVA/KIA. 

At l500H, 1/3/9 at XD 862592 searched the area and found 8 NVA/KIA. At 

2400H, 2/9 was chopped to 9th Marines. Also 1/4 and 2/3 were chopped to 

3rd Marines. 
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25-30 Sep: On the 25th, a b01mdary change was made, which shifted the 
Trousdale AO, where 3/9 was operating, into the Scotland II AO. LAN-
CASTER II TROUSDALE NORTH continued. There was, however, no enemy 
contact during this period. A sweep was connucted along the Cam 10 
River Basin, and some munitions discovered but of very little quantity. 

1 Oct: The month opened with the continuation of 1/3 t s two separate, 
but parallel axis sweep in the }:utters Ridge area. Canpanies B and D 
advanced along Putter's Ridge '~hile A and Caavanced parallel to them. 
2/3 p11shed further on their sweep operation SE along the Cam Lo River 
Basin toward Route "9. 1/4 continued to advance toward ~oute II 1022, a 
new road used by the NVA to Move &tpplies and~52mm Guns across an under­
water bridge in the Ben Hai aiver. At 110OH, 2/26 at XD 969679 began taking 
incoming 13Drnm artillery tha.t continued throUghout the afternoon. A total 
of 59 rounds were received. Later, G/2/26 made contact with 10 to 12 NVA 
resulting in 2 KIA, 11 HIA and 3 NVA!KIA. At 11500, 2/3 chopped to Task 
Force Hotel. 

2 Oct: At 1320H, a unit from G/2/26 made contact with NVA at YO 979688 
resuiting in 3 1flA and 5 l'JVA/KIA. Ten minutes later, 2/26 CP at YD 976 
702 received 12 rounds recoiless rifle fire. Counter artillery fire was 
fired. Beti·reen 22l3H and 2230H, Camp Carroll received 4 incoming l3Qnm 
rounds artillery. 

3 Oct: At 1530H, H/2/26 made contact with approximately 25 l'NA in vicinity 
TIf1l'8"2688. Hith two platoons up and one back, the hill was consolidated. 
Results: 14 TTIA Rnd 3 NITA/KIA. At1800H, the attack resumed on an ob­
jective at YO 979688 after air strikes were run. ~ncountered were incoming 
6Onnn, spider holes and Machine gun fire. Results: I KIA, 2 lrlIA. and 2 
NVA/KIA. 

5 Oci!: No significant events. 

6 Oct =A.t 1245H, 2/26 found a 152mm gun pit together 'With 305 rounds of 
152!'i'.ln increments, 1 box TNT, miscellaneous m~dical gear (Hade in England) 
and documents. 

7 Oct: At 1345H, E/2/26 received 12 rounds of 82mm from Y.f) 997687, re­
sulting in 2 HU. At l5uOH, A/I/3 received 4 rounds heavy ca1.iber fran 
YD 9841.94. At 1620, B/2/3 received mortar rounds from YD 993688. Results: 
2 ~'1IA. Durinf~ the day, T?/2/26 ran into a command detonated mine, and alro 
received 2 rounds 13Q~ and 84 rounds 82mm mortar. At l700H, H/2/26 
found a heavy !fVA track vehicle at YO 988689 capable of pulling an artiller,y 
piece. 
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8 Oct: Both A/l/3 and E/2/26 received incoming 75mm RR and mortars during 

the day, Counter artille:vy resulted in 3 NVA/KIA, At 1400H, H/2/26 made 
contaet with 20-30 NVA defending a hill at YD 988689. The NVA in spider 
holes and bunkers began to withdraw over the hill as 8lmm mortars were called 
in. H/2/26 made contact with an estimat.p.d 2 JIlVA squads. A fire fight fol­
lowing resulted in 1 KIA and 17 WIA. 1..A~lCASTE'R II TROtTSDALE NORTH ended", The 
cumulative caSlu,alties and eq~ipment/suppl:tesc~ptured or destroyed in LAN­
CAmER II TROUSDALE and TROTJSDALE NORTH are as follows: 

FRIENDLY 
KIA 102 
WIA 511 

ENEMY 
KfA60e 
pCJ.tl 7 

Captured items included: 607 individual weapons, 24 crew served weapons, 
2,685 bunkers destroyed, 1,429,838 small arm rounds, 21,538 mortar rounds, 
1,310 recoiless rifle rounds, 407 heavy rocket rounds, 3,936 RPG rounds, 
4,876 mines, 12,917 grenades and 29,053 pounds of explosives. There were 
72 huts and 2685 bunkers destroyed. Of special interest were 305,000 gauze 
bandages captured together with 500 bottles of penicillin, 150 bottles of 
streptomycin, 242 vials of vitamins and numerous other medieal supplies. 

9 Oct: At 0800H, 2/26 reported receiving 107 RR rounds from vicinity XD 
993705. At l145H, C and D/l/3 received an undetermined number of rounds 
of unknown caliber while moving from vicinity YO 011684, resulting in 1 
KIA and 18 WIA. 

10 Oct: At 1345H, E/2/3 made contact with 3WA on a trail at YD 849665. 
Results were 1 NVA/KIA. At 1000H, A/l/) received 12 roun0s of 6amm mortar 
fire from XD 996650. ReGul~s: r; WIA. At 18aOH, H/2/26 passed through 
vicinity XD 998690 and found 17 NVA/KIA. 

11 Oct: At 1230H, F /2/3 at YO 839666 captured 1 NVA/PrM and 5 minutes later, 
made contact with 2 NVA, resulting in 2 NVA/KIA. At 1820H, A/l/3 received 
3 rounds 60mm mortar from YD 010667. During ·the day, D/l/3 found 100 bunkers 
and 18 graves in vicinity YO 004689 and YO 006687. Results were 19 NVA/KIA. 

12 Oct: At 1130H, H/2/3 made contact with 1 NVA at YD 852670. Results 
were 1 WIA. At l245H, E/2/3 found 500 pounds of rice at YD 836620. 

13 Oct: At l125li, H/2/3 found 250 pounds of rice at YD 858673. At 1)..j.17H, 
e/1/3 found 40 bunkers at YD 992678, together with 140 pounds of rice, 8 
cases of .50 cal and 5 chicom grenades. 1/3/3, during the day, found 1 
NVA~(IA at YD 970597. At l730H, a Marine from G/2/26 was shot in the leg 
by some type of booby trap. Results: 1 viIA. 

16 Oct: 2/2~ choppe<! outof~~-"- ______ ~ ____ _ 
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17 Oct: During the day, D/1/3 found 333 rounds of l52mm from YD 993694 
to YD 987686. Also found were 5700 rounds of 12. 7mrn and 10 rounds of 85mrn. 

20 Oct: At 1230H, D/l/3, in vicinity XD 986690, received 24 rounds of 
130mm artillery. Results: 1 WIA. 

21 Oct: At 0256H, 1/3 received 6 to 7 rounds of unknown caliber. 

22 Oct: At.l.3.30H, D/I/J vi.cinity. XD 983687 J received 10 rounds l30mm 
artillery, resul Hng in 1 KIA and 3 ,\fIA. 

23 Oct: At 1345H, B/l/3 received sniper fire from YD 965626. 

26 Oct: At l,45H, F/2/3 found 2 graves with 2 NVA/KIA at YD 126507. 

27 Oct: At 08l6H, a recon team received 1 round of sniper fire, in 
Vicinity YD 099498, resulting in 1 WIA. -

28 Oct: At 1240H, L/3/3 at YD 778606 came across a sick NVA in ~hammock. 
He said his battalion left him behind and that their doctor had been killed 
earlier. 

30 Oct: At 1545H, AlII) found 20 bunkers with 200 pounds of rice. 

1 Nov: At 131SH, .. F/2/3 received inCOming sniper fire, and at 1340H re­
ceived S/A fire from YD 132522. Artillery Was called in. At 141,H, F/2/3, 
at YD 130520, encountered 3 to 4 NVA in well camouflaged bunkers w One 
NVA/KIA resulted. 

2 Nov::' During the d?-y, F and H/2/3 participated in a MEDCAP-program with 
Popular and Regional Forces in the Cam Lo area. At 1320H, a reCon team 
at YO 129519 was hit by a command detonated claymore mine, resulting in 
1 KIA and 3 WIA. 

5 Nov: At 0930H, a platoon from H/2/3, on a ~econ patrol at YD 095598, 
received sniper fire from across the river. There were no casualties. 
At 1400H, F/2/3 detonated a booby trap while on a combined operation with 
Popular and Regional Forces. Results were 2 USMC WIA'and 3 ARVN WIA. 
At l84,H, 2nd platoon, 3rd Anti-tank Battalion; at YD 16858" received 25 
rounds of S/A fire from a village at YO 178590 • 

. 6 Nov: At 0337H, 2/3, at YD 09559" received incoming 82mrn rounds from 
the north. At 1300H, M/314 and K/319 were chopped to 3rd Marines. At 
1400H, F/2/3, while moving through the bushes at YD 130,30, detonated a 
surprise firing device, resulting in 5 WIA. 
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7 Nov: At 1515H, a resupply convoy from 2/3 detonated an enemy explo­
sive device, resulting in 5 WIA. 

9 Nov: At 1530H, F/2/3 was informed by village chiefs that an NVA com­
pany of 83 men were at YD 123527 carrying a B-)IO rocket launcher and 60mm 
mortars. Their mission (~NA) was to fire on Cam Lo. At 230)H, Camp Carroll 
received 5 rounds of 60mm mortars. At 2020H, a unit at YD 170586 was hit 
by fifteen 60mm mortars from YD 180575 and YD-1.68572. Artillery was called 
in. 

10 Nov: At 0200H, E/2/3 at e-3 received twenty 82mm rounds. At 0215H, 
Gam 10 received approximately 50-60 rounds of 60mm mortars ftrom YD 108 
603. .There was 1 KIA and 10 WIA. There were also numerous civilian cas­
ualtie50: At'tillery was called in. At 0745H,an AO observed 10 NVA in the 
open, at yr 0764, moving north. Gunships were called in. 

11 Nov: At 0740H, B/l/3 at YD 969617, received an estimated 7 rounds 60mm 
from YD 965626. Three hours later, B/1/3 received 30 incoming rounds of 
82mm mortar from XD 946620. Six hours later, B/1/3 received 12 rounds of 
60mm mortar from YD 946623. Artillery fire was called in after each attack. 

12 Nov: At 1930H, B/1/3 received sporadic S/A fire from the east and west 
and, at 2103H, received 60mm mortar fire from YD 976616, resulting in 1 WIA. 

13 Nov: A cordon VIas effected around Rao Vinh with E and F 2/3, L/3/3, 
tl374 and the 5th ARVN Battalion. 

14 Nov: At 0900H, F/2/3, vicinity of YD 1335t4, tripped a. surprise firing 
device causing 1 WIA. Then at 1030H, F/2/3 tripped an 81""m round rigged 
as a surprise firing device, at YD 122521, ~ausing 3 WIA. At 1645H, an 
A/1/3 platoon received fire and grenades from NVA in vicinity 10 946623. 
The firefight lasted until 2000H. Results), r. .3 KIA, 17 WIA and 5 NVA/KIA. 

15 Nov: At 0930H, a recon team observed 2 NVA moving north along a trail 
in vicinity YD 134503. They initiated contact resulting in 4 KIA, 4 WIA 
and 2 NVA/KIA. At 1725H, B/1/9 received S/A fire from a tree covered hill 
west of their position. At 1730H, 0/1/9 received AK-47 fire on their po­
sition at YD 137470. 

16 Nov: At 171SH, NVA detonated directional :runes at C/l/3 as a fire fight 
developed. Air and artillery support were subsequently called. Results 
were 1 WIA and 4 NVA/KIA. At 1730H, e/1/3 received 8 rounds of 60mm mor­
tars from 10 937627. 

17 Nov: At 1110H, a recon team initiated contact with 3 NVA moving south 
on a trail in vicinity YD 902611. Results were 1 NVA/KIA. At 14100, G/l/3, 
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in vicinity xn 937627, received 7 rounds 60mm mortar from YD 926627. At 
160,H, whiie on the move in vicinity YD 128512, personnel from L/3/3 trip­
ped a surprise firing device , resulting in 3 WIll.. At 191,H, a frag grenade 
was thrown at a truck blowing a tire. There were 7 WIA. 

18 Nov: A.t IJ.j.28H. C/l/3 at L2 Sierra receiv~d 5 incoming 60mm mortar rounds 
from YD 925621. One hour later they receivea another , roUnds. 

19 Nov: C/l/3 received 4 incoming rounds 60mm mortar from YD 943633. At 
1730B, E/2/3 found 1 NVA/KIA at YD 140493. A.t 210SH, H/2/3 at YD 692,99 
received 10 to 12 rounds of 82mm mortar. 

20 Nov: At 1200B, the point element of a road sweep detonated a plastic 
AP mine at In 063570. There was 1 KTA and 1 WIA. At 1400H, while conducting 
a combined sweep in vicinity YO 090613, incoming AAi fire and 60mm mortars 
caused 1 KIA, 3 iHA and 2 N'JA/KIA.. Artillery was called in. 

23 Nov: A'f 2400H, OPERATION LA~CAST~R II ~ERMINATED 

11. RESULTS 

A. Casualties: 

USMC LOSSES 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul ~ ~ 
Oct Nov Totals 

KIA 30 58 13 30 31 9' 22 16 "I2'" 359 
HTA O~D) 120 225 87 182 103 45 97 233 431 129 61 1713 
WIA CHIN) 7 105 54 64 36 27 22 20 32 7 3 387 

NVA LOSSES 

KIA 169 85 55 130 48 1, 380 178 597 125 19 1801 
POd 9 2 1 2 3 7 3 _11 

In addition there was 1 A~VN/KIA, 15 VC/POW and 87 civilians killed 
(primarily in June from incoming artillery). 

B. Captured weapons: 

824 individual weapons 
89 crew served weapons including two 75mm pack 

howitzers. 

C. Captured munitions! 

35,430 rockets/artillery/mortars 
1,454,919 small arm rounds 
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13,308 grenades 
4,049 mines 

32,982 pounds of explosives 

• 
In addition there were thousands of increments, fuzes, blasting caps 
and .50 cal rounds captured or destroyed 

D. Captured food supplies: 

11,811 pound~ of salt 
50 pounds of flour 

40,322 pounds of rice 

E. Captured medical supplies: 

306,000 gauze bandages 
500 bottles, penicillin 
150 bottles, streptomycin 
500 tablets, aspirin 
242 vials, vitamins 
110 ampules, novacaine 
170 vials, morphine 
144 vials, atropine sulphate 

2 bottles, chl~r~~etin 
3 pouches, opium 

29 medical kits 

F. Captured 782 gear: 

Captured 782 gear included 253 packs, 266 helmets, III E-tools, 117 gas 
masks, 302 pistol belts, 217 utility sets, 201 sweat shirts, 400 leather rifle 
slings, 51 ponchos, 41 blankets, 1 compass, 2 sets of binoculars, maps, rat 
traps, canteens and sandals. 

G. Miscellaneous: 

There was 1 heavy tracked vehicle, 2 bicycles, 1 NVA telephone, 2500 
feet of c0111J11unication wire, 2 radios, and hundreds of documents captured. 
There were 5,521 b'..L'l~ers and 77 huts destroyed. 

12 • ADHINIST'1A.TDm 1'1ATTF.RS 

A. Supply 

(1) The primary s,:,urce of supply from January through June in 
Operation Lancaster II wa~FLm_-Bat_lJ()ng HC!. Helicopter resupply was 
routine during this period with the exception of -seven emergency-res11pply 
missions in February, three in March, four iri.April, and three in May. 
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(2) In J1me, July, and Au£ust, there was a shortage of field protec­

tive masks, flak jackets, and small size utilities. A shortage of water 
cans was also a problem. 

(3) From August through October, Don~ Ha remained the primary source 
of all classes of supply except Class V. Ammunition was sfJored at Quang 
Tri. In September, Vandegrift Combat Bass had Class I, III, IV, and V 
supplies on hand. 

(4) Normal helicopter resupply to battali..ons in the northern Lan­
caster IT AO began during July from LZ stud (later Vandegrift Combat Base). 
From a study of helic6pterresupply during this period, it was found that 
within a ten ~ile radius: 

(a) A battalion on the move required an average of ten CH-46 
lifts per day. These lifts must be scheduled early in the morning and la~e 
in the afternoon as not to adversely effect the tactical situation. It 
required twocH-46 airc_raf~perbat,~li-5'J:2:t0 accomplish this resupply. 

(b) TTnits that utilized a fixed 1Z for a period of time re­
quired an average of eight CH-46 lifts per day delivered at any time. 
Two CH-46's can deliver this cargo in approxImately one hour. 

CC) Fire sup!)ort bases required 18-23 CH-~3 lifts the first 
day and an average of seven CH-)3 lifts per gay thereafter. ~ach air-' 
craft had the capability of delivering four lifts per hour. 

(~) From A.ugust to1iJovemh~r th8 most_significant problems were 
shortage of 2nd Echelon repair/components parts for motor transport and 
com:nunication equipment, and the hi gh Op.D,dline rB-te -due to a lac':':' of oJ 

field maintenance. Power Generators(20, 30,. and 60kw, 60 cycle) had such 
a high deadline rate that only 37% of the generators on hand in the Division 
were operational. 

B. Haintenance and Base Support 

(1) The 3rd Engineer Battalion prov~crf?d support throughout the opera­
tion. Nater points were maintained at (~amp Ca.rroll and later Vandegrift 
Combat Base. 

(2) The 11th Engineers provided electrical power and other facil­
ities i.ncluding showers, laundry, bal{er, andice services, though these 
services ,,vere_ not always on a dependable basis. Sanitation problems ex­
isted at Camp Carroll in July due to inadequate head and shower facilities. 
The trash dump ,vas a problem in i\.ugust d:-Le to· a la~k 0:' obt::dnin::.' a­
SAl",riceablct..ract.or and blade=". 
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c. HospU~lization and Evacuation 

(1) There were no major hospital or evacuation problems reported 
throughout Operation Lancaster IT. 

(2) Casualties were evacuated usually-by helicopter, though deterred 
sometimes by weather. 

(3) Casualties reqlllnr,g treatment beyond organic Battalion Aid sta­
tion and 1J.egimental Aid Stat_i.on l~1[eLwere~~~Qugted t9 Co Itn" of the 3d Med. 
Battalion until 16 August. 

(4) From late August, serious cases were evacuated to 3d Med Bn 
Hospital at Quang Tri. 

D. Transportati.on 

(1) Direct andreneral motor transport support was provided through­
out the operati.on on an as required basis from Division motor transport 
u~its. 

(2) In January, Company 1111.11 , 9th Hi.' Bn provided truck sUPEort includ: 
ing 4 trucks in general support and trucks lias required ll for supply from 
Dong Ha. Company If elf, 9th MT Bn took over truck support in April and was 
rnl.teved by Corrmany 11 All i.n June. ~ 

(3) As multi-regimental helicopter op~rations began in July, 3rd MT 
Bn provided a truck platoon consisting of fifteen 2~ ton trucks, nine cargo 
trailers and one wrecker to haul troops and deliver large quantities of 
supplies to Camp Carroll and IZStud for helilift to the battalions in the 
field. 9th 11T Bn continued to move personnel_.and material from, D_ong Ha to 
Vandegrift Combat Base. Further.,. 9thJ1QtorT..ral1Sp_Qrt Battalion maintained 
one reinforced platoon of IS trucks, and five truck tractor and trailers 
at Vandegrift Comba.t ~I3~~eduri!1K.I1l:J.x and August. Starting in September 
until November, 9th MT Bn maintained one company at Vandegrift Combat 
Base in general support of units operatine at and from the base. 

(4) Air transportation 1vas provided by r1l1.G-16, HAG-36 and ~1AG-39. 
Helicopters were usee for resupply medical evacuation and troop lifts 
under routine and emergency conditions. 

F. Communications 

The 4th Marines movement to Camp Carroll during January was effect8d 
without any Inajor problems. Two radio relay links with the 3rd Marine 
Division using orgLaic AN/TRC-27 equipment was established. A link with 
the 26th Harines at !ilie Sanh and 3/9 at Than Son Lam and Phu Bai was estab-
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chmm,ql) 1JuS csi:,·'})l:l.G11ed .:131 bacltup T·ri.th the 3d ::n.rb.e :~,j:;"j;.;~.on on 
lh .'l.pr1.l. 

(1) Lack of sllpply and maintenance support was a handicap. For 
instance, in February, of 82 major items of electronic canununication equip­
ment authorized for the 4th Narines, only 54 items were on hand. And of 
those 54 only 39 were operational. Eleven needed maintenance and four items 
needed spare parts. 'rhis lack of supply and maintenance support,'althrn~~h 
varying to a small degree,was apparent in each regiment and throughout the 
LA"JCASTER II operations. In July, HQ 3rd Uarines reported munerous combat 
essential items being deadlined for long periods, some items for six months 
or more. 

(2) Frequency management was a major difficuly throughout LANCASTER 
II. The 9th Marines, on nine occasions in June, had heavy interference from 
other U.S./Allied units requiring them to change their primary frequencies. 
,In conducting heliborne field operations, the overloaded channels handicapped 
coordination. 

(3) Another problem until August was the 400 cps power".require­
menton the TRC-27 which could not be provided with the PU-2? generator. 
TRC-9?, a new 600 series of 400 cps generators (PU-6?0) were placed into 
service in August. 

Of interest in July the PRC-?? and KY-38 were tested and 
gave excellent results over the KY-8. In August steps were being taken 
to increase their use. 

13. SPECIAL EQUIPMENT AND TECHNIQUES 

A. A lift-off pad and techniques for its use were developed to allow 
for poor weather, helicopter availability, and the huge amounts of supplies 
that had to be delivered by air to units in the mountains. 

Orders from battalions were called in to unit representatives sit­
ting in bunkers just off the pad. The orders were ::L9gged and charted, the 
supplies ,e,(l9.llired and- staged 'oil: the proper lane painted on the pad in fromt 
of them. As the su.pplies were piaae-ci iri -t,henets, they were charted by the 
tower operator. 

Also, every morning, each resupply helicopter commander was given 
a prepared sheet listing all units by a line ~umber, with the call sign, 
location and frequency so that as the helicopter approached the pad, the 
tower said to him: "I have a load for you to go to line #6; you'll find 
it on pad Alpha, lane #4. 11 This wa.s the extent of the' transmission. A 
crew on the ground had the same information, hooked the net to the heli­
copter as he hovered, and fram there the supplies were lifted by the heli­
copter. 
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The reprc~sentative called his UIlit and told them the supplies were en­
route. 'Al}1Cn the helicopter arrived, the LZ was already cleared and smoke 
available. The net was dropped and the helicopter returned for another 
load. Helicopters fle10J continually, setting down onl~r for chow, fuel, 
or crew relief. If threat of darkness or poor "\'reather occured, represent­
atives at the pad coordin!yted in deterrnining priorities to insure that the 
most urgent sU"D1)lies were lifted out. The technique of the lift-off pad 
helped J11inim:i,ze the emergency ref3Upplies that otherwise would have been 
needed. 

B. Stat'light scopes were increasine;ly used on ambushes, LP's and 
perimeter defense by infantry companies. Night Observation Devices (NOD's) 
and pp-56 1s were employed at major bases. In Hay, a 1/4 OP, using a 
NOD, observed a group of NVA moving along between the outer perimeter wire 
and an ambush/patrol. ~he patrol was alerted but due to pitch darkness 
was unable to see. The company commander was alerted and through the 
NOD was able to manl1ever his troops into an.advantageous position, where 
when artillery illumination was called, the ambush was sprung resulting 
in 7 NVA/KIA. 

C. The use of nChi-eu Hoin Kit Carson Scouts doubled during the 
operation. T he scouts were responsible for finding many mines, booby­
traps and munitions caches. They sometimes were able to talk NVA/VC out 
of caves or tunnels. Many unit commanders did recommend that they be 
given more languac'e training, however the Kit Carson Scout's successes are 
attested to by the fact that demand for them presently exceeds the supply. 

D. High pinnacle, razorback ridge, fire support bases were developed 
in support of neH mobile concepts of operation. (SeenEnclosure 12) Tech­
niques using lightweight, helicopter portable tractors, chainsaws, and 
explosives were adapted to ;'jreparing a new area so that within 6 hours 
the first gun could be helilifted in and ready to fire. 

E. Trench dicgers were employed at major combat bases resulting in 
savine manpower. 

15. COlil1-1ANDERS, CO''ftr..-r·TTS 

Operation Lancaster II was ini.tiated as a tong range operation des­
ivnated to clear the wAIve forces from the mountainous areas that dominatt) 
the central portion of the D ivi.sion AO and control freedom of movement 
along National Route 9~ Opening National Route 9 would permit overland 
movement of men and supplies in l~rge quantities to the U.S. forces at 
the Khe Sanh Combat Base thereby releasing helicopter assets for ex­
ploitation of the enemy's weaknesses and detailed destruction of his base 
camps and supply caches. 

During the initial phase, the enemy's ability to interdict route 9 
and impede the /overland flow of supplies and equipment was blunted. 
Artillery and loeistic support facilities were constructed to provide the 
necessary backup for the next phase of the operation; clearing the enemy 
from the central portion of the Division AG. 

The progression from regaining control of the LOe to the systematic 
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destruction of the en;my's forces, base camps, and supply caches was 
pressaged by t~ initiation of mobile helico~!erborne assault opera­
tions. The concept ot; the mobile helicopterborne assault called for 
the establi~ment of landing zones and expansion of these landing zones 
into fire support bases a.t which artillery batteries would be positioned 
to provide protective/supporting fire for the infantry elements as they 
moved down the ridgelines se~'-king out the enemy's base caJIlPs and caches. 
Additional fire support bases would be oonstructed approximately 8000 
meters apart, thereby providing a three thousand meter over-range to 
provide the necessary close-in counter-mortar_fire to protect the Fire 
Support Base from enemy attack. The fire support bases provided mutu­
ally supporting artillery fire not only to the infantry elements operating 
under this protective fan but to the fire bases themselves; Infantry units 
were then able to maintain pressure on the enemy regardless of wea.ther 
conditions and availability of air support. 

As a result of this constant pressure, the Marine elements were 
able to force the enemy out of his base camps, uncover his supply caches, 
spoil his plans for counter-offensive operatiqne and. ultimately drive 
the enamy back across the Demilitarized Zone into North Vietnam. The 
effect of Operation Lanoaster on the oombat e_ffioiencyof the North 
Vietnamese foroes was evidenced by the large numbers of caohes that 
were uncovered that had been hastily abandoned by the enellW in his 
.flight out of the area in the faoe of' overwhelming fire power and 
r~idly moving infantry forces. By late October and early November the 
threat to the oentral portion of the Division AO and to National Route 
9 was reduced to the point where freedom of movement of troops, sUp­
plies and equipment was unin!Peded by the enemy's presence in the North­
ern Central portion of QUang Tri Province which consisted mainly of 
scattered screening and reoon forces. These were attaoked in detail by 
the Marine forces remaining in the area., With the elimination o! the 
enemy threat to the oentral portion of the Division AO and Route 9 
Lancaster II was terminated. 

The landing zones and fire support bases developed during Operation 
~~aster II provided a dividend effect for the Third Marine Division 
in that the vacated fire support bases and landing zones remain avail­
able for immediate re-ocoupancy with a minimum of preparation or engi­
neer effort. These can be utilized to conduct normal operations, in­
sert recon teams, or support large scale offensive operations in the 
event the wA/ve initiate another major effort in this arp-a from across 
the DMZ. 
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DEVELOPMT'NT OF FIRE SUPPORT BASES 

The following dis cusdon of the prepara~ion 8!ld coocept of the use 
of high p1nnpcle, ra"orbpck fire support b~sps, was extracted from an 
article preppred for the Mprine Corps G~7ette by Colonel Martin J. Sexton, 
'Pre~6ntly Chief of St:off, 3rd Merine Division (Rein). Thl" article des­
crib~s sp"cificl"lly Fire Support Bpsf.s devrloped during Operation Scot­
l~nd II though the concept deo 8Pplies to Fire Support Bases conatructed 
during OperRtion LBnc~st€r II. 

"A key to thE' fire bPl'l( concept is the se>lection process. If it is 
carefully s~lp.cted, thoroughly planned and r~pidly constructed, the bene­
fits are tremendous. Conversely, 8 hastily selected ~nd poorly planned 
FSB 'Will simply multiply difficulties. A "package", or "l'ippo" team, that 
has proved immensely satisfactory includes tile infantry regimental com­
mander l infantry battalion commander, artillery battalion commander, 
artillery battery cOIlllaander, rifle COI1J>BnY commander, communications of­
ficer and engineer officer. Hopefully the viSual. reconna1s~;ance can be 
made from a HUEY or CH-46. Either "bird" affords excellent observation 
and is capable of carrying all personnel simultaneously. On the other 
hand, the UH-34 is a most difficult helicopter from which to execute 
a VR. After the required vn is accomplished, and the decision rendered, 
all personnel commence accelerated planning for the most e~editious 
construction of the fire base. 

The type and nature of terrain is the next key factor in the construc­
tion proces:3. For example l GURKHA, ALPnm and FULl,ER required little or 
no clearance of trees or brush. On the other hand, ARGONNE, NEmLE, ani 
R1JS"F,LL presented a difficult initial cleari~ problem. The so-called 
I~TJRT?Ir:I\N1i' B01-fB", or 10,000 pound jury-rigged aerial delivered bomb offers 
great promise, but it cannot be utilif.ed on a small, precise tc rrain 
feature. The r,rp is too great. 

Thp. initiRl prr-ppr:-tions on ft.ooc~m'P 1"~rF mpde by 250, and !)OO 
pound bombr, rnd dpil:lY cutt",rl:l. Ho;·',vE'r, thE' terrt"in 1"aS So dense thpt 
... suit~ble L~ coUld not b~ prep~red in this menner. ConseQuently, the 
inf.l"ntry rssflul t p.lementB (~ rine comp,my), reinforced with engineers 
~nd r.n ~rtill€ry surv~y p~rty were forced to land approximately LoOO me­
ters from the prospectiv~ fire b~Re site end moved to it on foot. This 
took pn ~dditionel d~y, but it hpd to bE done in such a manner. Upon 
arrival at the crest of Hill 1308, or what was to be known as FSB AIDONNE, 
the infantry :im.rrediately set out security. The engineer detachment (1 
officer and 12 enlisted) made a rapid on-site survey for a LZ. A tech­
nique which has been utilized successfully is that of building the 
initial LZ on the military crest of the hill. In this way there will 
normally be less obstructions that have to be cleared, helicopter ap­
proach and retirement routes are better and artillery resupply is 
facilitated. However, in some Situations it is not feasible to construct 
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the high L'7 initi.p11y. ftHGrnNF was such a cese, am work initially COJllm8n­
c~d on pn L'J do,.m hill ppproximl1ttely 100 meters trom the typographical 
crest. Two days later, when this LZ was being used by CH-46's for the 
first time, there was e loud explosion while the helicopter was hovering 
approximptely 4-6 feet off the ground. A detalled search of the land-
ing zone revealed a surpriSe explosi va tiring device that had been plan­
ted during the night by NVA. Fortunately, the helicopter was not damaged, 
and this incident graphically highlighted several tactical lessons. First, 
while work:lng on an LZ it must be inclooed within tm night perimeter, in 
this inetance it wasn't. Secondly, the higher LZ is generally preferable 
and normally offers more advantage than does one lower on the 81opes. ,. 

Fire Support BaBe NEVIItE was purposetully selected for its relative 
inaccessibility. It rises to a peak elevation of llO, meters, am iB 
atop a narrow, rocky, razorback formation. The widest point on tbis 
fire base is barely 20 meters. The preparation of suitable LZs and 
firing posi tiona for the lO,m battery posed unique prob1elllB. There was 
a considerable demolition eftort involved, but a surpriSing amount ot 
hand engineering effort (just plain pick and shovel work) took place. 
The construction of fighting posit1one and living spaces required a 
longer and more detailed effort. On the other hand, the requirements 
for man-made obetac1es are less on this type of position. As a matter 
of fact the very phySical limitations of FS13 NEVILLE precluded the 
inste11ation of extensive obstacles. The construction of FSBa RUSSELL 
and FULLF.R presented very similer prob1ene. The terrain was preci­
pitous Imd hel"v1ly WOOded. The development of epch baBe required eaSen ... 
ti8l1y the following: 

11ft JOR ITFMS OF F.OUIPMF.NT 

(1) One Crse 450 Crnler Tractor. 

(2) One Csse ,80 Rubber Tire Tractor (Beck Hoe). 

(3) Four Remington Chain Saws. 

(4) One Infantry Pioneer <llest. 

MATERIALS EXPENDED 

(1) 1160 1bs of 0-4. 

(2) 200 100 of TNT 

(3) 1.5-1~b Shape Charges. 

(4) 150 Bangalore Torpedoes. 
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(5) 5800 feet of det cord. 

(6) .300 feet of time f1l58. 

(7) as<> non-electric blasting capa. 

(8) 55 electrical blasti~ caps. 

(9) 50 teet of line charges. 

(10) 35 gallons of chaimsaw mixture. 

(11) 10 gallons of chainsaw o~. 

• 

'!'he prolo~ed combat operp.tions ••• provided an invaluable opportunity 
to develop certBin tactical innovetions end correlate planning factors 
which could be used eB basic premises for future operetions. Some of 
the most 3 Pli!'?nt fectors 8l'e ~s follows: 

(1) J teclmit'ue of cp.ching smell Mlentities of Me! in ,prOZimity to 
FSBs which ere to be closed wes 1mplememed. 

( 2) .mother techn1(:!ue which proved v~luable was thet of logisticallY' 
surging supplies at the fire sU];port bases to a level of approximately 
five days of supply -- $Specially in Class I and Class V (Infantry). 
f<::r ~D8inta1ning these consumable items netted at the FSBs it was possible 
~V maintain daily resupplf of companies operating from base camps at 
!:JOInS ,distances .from the FSB. This was not intended to develop competing 
L'3t1.B, but to take advantage of those periods when visibility permitted 
helicopters to operate in the forward areas wh:1le the logistic supply 
area at Vandegrift Combat Base was "socked in". Such a situation is a 
unique ,'lircumstance which pertains in the Northwest partioo of Quang Tn 
Province" and is illustrated by the conditioos in the vicinity of FSBs 
GURKHA" ALPINE and AMONNE. 

(3) The technique involved in closing ouif 'a fire sq>port base s~ould 
be planned in just as much detail and as thoroughly as the development 
of such a base. A basic decision is required concerning the degree of 
dismantlill;' that will be implemented. For e~le" at GURKHA the tops 
of all bunkers were removed prior to departure, 3 of the 6 artillery fir~ 
positions were dismantled and efforts exerted to permit daily' aerial. ob­
servation of the position. On the other hand" the SUperior preparation 
and construction of positions at FSB SHEPHERD dictated that the base be 
left largely int~ct. Thus" the FSB yes left virtUally intact. As a 
mptter of f:cct, upon depprture, mock-up guns and IIdUIllll\Y" positions were 
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developed in order to lend cr€d~_hce to 8 contj.nual occupetiond statu:! 
of the positions. An add1tion8l_'-(,ij~7en mf.lnikins ~re dispersed throughout 
the FSB position; t.nd periodicallj pllU>ols check out the area, set ambushhd 
and empl~~ stay-boo:i.nd squads to take advantage ot the overall tactical 
. s1tua..t1cn. 

(4) Another invalUElble planning factor has been developed to assist 
with the planning, development and completion of LZs in the triple canopy 
which characterized this area. Aasmn:l.ng that So detailed va has been made 
and. prior planrdng has been complete, the following basic reqtrlrements 
permit opening of an LZ suitable for the internsl receptions of a 00-46 
w.i.thin 24-72 hours of initiation, 

(a) One (1) rifle platoon for security and to assist engineers. 

(b) Ten (10) engineers equipped with 4 power saws, axes and 
a mini1lIUll1 of 650 lbs of demolitions. 

(c) Air panels, smoke grenades and an integral HST. 

Cd) A minumum of 2 corpsrren. 

C 5) St:Ul another techninue associated with the development of LZs 
and PSBs is th~t of ensuring periodic {l!erbl photOgraphic coverege. It 
is desirrble to photogrflph the prep~rrtions, development and completion 
of such erees (es llell tiS the closing of s8lIle) principtlly for documentQ'y 
purpose. This 'trill then be fjvail.b1e for "turnover" purposes, and/or to 
essist new units or orgf'nizstions lJhich mlly eB6111le responsibility for the 
AO. 

(6) Careful analysis of the time-ep.ece factor, insofar es ground 
movement is concerned, was instrumental in the development of tlJef'ul 8ld 
reliable pl~ factors. The following wer~_ determined: 

~ _,_--_ "',-_~ .. _ ,-_--=-0----- --_~_"=_, _ __o=c_-_ -----0=-=-0=-_-_- =-----0..,..-.-_0---0.-,,-· 

First, movement for troops in the terrain of NOrthwest QuaIl! 
Tri PrOVince is limited to approximately 500 meters per four hours -­
if it has rained .f'or 24 of m~re hours.~ On th§~o.th~:r: hand,,_:lf the 
weather had been clear for oVer 24 ooUrs, movement will generaJ.~ vary 
tram 2.300 to 3300 meters. The exact distance is depeIXlent upon the specif.l..j 
terrain and the pb;ysical condition of the unit concerned. (Both of these 
factors are,· of course" based on no enenw contact). 

llie most Significant factor occurrirg as a result of the foregoil'€ 
described Operations is considered to be that of the preparation of the 
large nlDDber of tZs and mutually sq>porting fire support bases. It is 
through the medium of such bases that the Jrd Marine Division (or any fOl·Ce.B 
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operating in the Northwest portion of Quang Tri Province) can at any time 
move strong forces into areas which the ene~ heretofore considered hiB 
"~If. Todey, Free Hor1d Y.d.1itrry Forces are conducting on a daily basis, 
combet operr-tions throughout the Northwest portion of I Corps Area of 
Operetions. Thesr- operetions p,re ch,-recterbed by mobility,1 flexibility 
pnd ml!ls~ivf" firf powfr. Tht" SUCC,-SI'l of such operet1ons .18 dependent upon 
e number of f~ctors -- ~v8i1~bi1ity of troop lift helicopters, resupply 
qy he.svy lift h~licopt~rB, fire support eoordinstion and cooperation 
d.th />RVN Forces, detdled ,.nd continuing reconnaias ,t::nce efforts -- to 
mention e few. Nevertheless, the fundemente~ ingredient for these success­
ful operations is the Fire Support Base and tbe network of supporting 
landing zones. In truth, the 3rd l.farine Division bas "Opened up the vJest" 
in Quang Tri Province of the Republic of South Vietnaml"~ 
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