DECLASSIFIED

% EE - s - ———— e EEEEt— e S —

30 MARDIV SEC FILE]
BIZ 273169

2/WB3/1rb
3480
Ser: 003B25269

HEADQUARTERS
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ing General

Tos Coamand ing Gersral, U. S, Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
Vias ?g Commanding General, XXIV Corps
2

Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Foroe

Subjs Combat Operations After Action Report (LANCASTER II) |

Refs Ea; MACY Dir 3358
Maps, Vietnam AMS Series L7014, 1:50,000 Sheets 6342 I, II,
III, IV, and 6442 III, IV :
(o) Maps, Vietnam AMS Series L7014, 13100,000 sh..t- 6342 and -

6442
(d) €G, 3d Marine Division Op Ord 58-67

Encl: ;/21; Development of Fire Support Bases
2) Overlay, boundary changes during Operation LANCASTER II
(21 January - 16 August)
v(3) Onrhy, boundary changes during Operation IANCASER II
(24 August - 23 October)
J§4; Overlay of principal PSB's and LZ's in A0
LANCASTER II subordinate unit GOﬂn.t After Action Reports

1. GCODE NAME: LANCASTER II
2. DATES OF OPERATION: 210001H Jan 68 - 2324008 Nov 68.
3. LOCATION: QUANG TRI PROVINCR, Republic of Vietnam.

4. COMMAND FEADQUARTERS: 3d Marine Division (Eein), FSF

Commgniing Generals MGen R. MoC. TOMPKINS 21 Jan - 20 ‘May
MGen R. G. DAVIS 21 May - 23 Nov

,"]'

5¢ TASK ORGANIZAT ION

Control Hesdquarters varied among the 3d Marine Divigion's three
regiments and Task Force Hotel. The control headquarters snd subor-
dingte units were as followss
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A, lth Marinres

Col Wm. L., DICK
Col E. Je MILIER

SUBORDTMATE ITS

DECLASSIFIED

21 Jan = 25 Feb
26 Feb - 25 May

1. 2/9 ItCol Wm. M, CRYAN
LtCol F. S, XKNIGHT
2. 3/9 ItCol G+ C. COOK
ItCol E, J, LAMONTAGNE
"B" Cmd Grp Major Te Je POJER
3. 3/h I4Col L. R. BENDELL
Le BIT 2/4 (=) LtCol W. WEISE
5 BIT 3/1 (-) LtCol M. McGUOWN
6. [ 3rd Squadron (-)
(Rein) 5th Air Cav ILtCol H, J. BARTIEY
7. 2/26 LtCol F. Jo HEATH
B. Task Force Hotel
BGen C. W, HOFFMAN 25 May
29 Jun
17 Aug
BGen W, C. CHIP 22 Aug
L Sep
BGen F. E. GARRITSON 18 Sep

1, Uth Marines

SUBORDIVATE UNTTS

a. 2/9 LtCol F,
b. 3/9 LtCol E.
"B" Cmd Grp Major T.

Ca B/LL L'bCOJ. Fo
de BIT 2/ (-) LtCol W,
Ce BIT 3/1 (-) L'bCOl I‘lo
f. 2/26 LtCol F.
g. 1/4 14Col J.
LtCol T.

h. 1/9 LtCol I,

2

Col E, J. MILLER

S, XMIGHT

J« LAMONTAGNE
Je POJER
Le BOURVE JR.

WEISE
MeMUOWN

J. HEATH
Re MACTHAN

Ho GALBPATTH
V. PALATAS

DECLASSIFIED

21 Jan - 1l May
15 May = 25 May
21 Jan - 23 Fedb
24 Feb - 30 Apr
1 May = 25 May
2l Jan = 17 Feb

31 Jan - 5 Mar
5 Mar = 25 May
10 Apr - 15 Apr
18 Apr - 25 May

- 6 Jun

- 3 Aug

- 21 Aug

- 2 Aug

- 17 Sep

- 2l Sep

25 May = 6 Jun

29 Jun - 10 Jul
25 ¥May - 26 Yay

31 May - 6 Jun
29 Jun « 30 Jun
hy Jun - 6 Jun

25 May - 28 May
L Jun - 5 Jun

6 Jul = 10 Jul
1l Jun - 2 Jun
29 Jun = 10 Jul
25 May - 3 Jun
26 May = 27 May
27 May - 3 Jun
5 Jun - & Jun
29 Jun - 9 Jul
2 Jun - € Jun

29 Jun - 30 Jun
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i. 1/3 ItCol C, V. JARMAY 5 Jun = 6 Jun
9 Jul - 10 Jul
jo 11 LtCol A, VAMYTNYLE 6 Jul - 10 Jul
2. 9th Marines Col R. H. BARROW 16 Jul - 29 Jul

17 Aug - 2 Ang
4 Sep - 2 Sep

a. 1/9 LtCol M, V. PALATAS 16 Ml - 17 Jul
ItCol F, X. COLLETON 18 Jul - 2l Jul

17 Aug - 2k Aug

L Sep - 2L Sep

be 2/9 LtCol E. S, KMIGHT 16 Jul - 28 Jul
17 Aug - 22 Aug

4 Sep = 15 Sep

Major R E. SISIRY 15 Sep = 2L Sep

e. 3/9 ItCol Bs Jo LAMCYPANNE 16 Jul = 29 Jul

17 Avg = 2l Aug
Iy Sep = 2l 3ep

de 2/26 LtCol] Fu. J, WEATH 16 Jul
LtCol W, F. SPARKS 16 Sep - 2L Sep

e. 1/h LtCol Te He GALBIUTITH 16 Sep - 23 Sep

fe 2/3 LtCol J. K. DAVIS 18 Sep ~ 22 Sep
LtCol B, T. CHY 23 Sep

ge TF Mike [tajer J, Py 57 D™S 16 Jul - 29 Jul

he 1/8, 3d MT BN Capt X. P. FT.OMD 16 Jul - 29 Jul

17 Aug - 2k Aug
L Sep - 2k Sep

3¢ 3rd Marines Col M, A, HILL 10 Jul - 1 Jul
LtCol V. Ra STUART 15 Jul = 3 Aug
Col R. Le MTCHARL 17 Aug = 2L Aug
It Sep = 21y Sep
Ca. 1/3 LtCol C. V. JARAN 10 Jul - 3 Ang
LtCol . B, THOHEY 17 Aug - 2k Aug
I Sep - 2l Sep
b. 2/3 LtCol J. K. DAVIS 10 Jul - 3 avg
17 Aug - 2l Avg
L Sep = 1f Sep

LtCol B, T. CURN 2l Sep
c. 3/3 LtCol J. W. MARSH 10 Jul - 27 Jul
LtCol W. H. BAT:S 28 Jul = 3 Aug

17 Aug = 21, Ang
L Sep = 2l Sep

de 1/1 ItCol A. VANWINKLE 1 Jul - 26 Jul
e. 2/26 I4Col We F. SPARKS i Sep - 15 Sep
F. 1/9 LtCol Fo X COLLETOY 12 Sep = 15 Sep

Ce 9th Marines

Col R, B, SMITH 6 Jun = 29 Jun
3 SEGRT
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SUBORDINATE UNITS
1. 1/9 LtCol M. V, PALATAS 6 Jun - 29 Jun
2., 2/26 LtCol F. J. WEATH 6 Jun - 2% Jun
3. 2/9 LtCol Fe S. XWIGHT 6 Jun = 19 Jun
he 1/3 ItCol C. V. JARMAY 6 Jun - 25 Jun
5. 2/h LtCol L. A. RAMY 17 Jun - 19 Jun
6. 2/3 LtCol J. K. DAVIS 23 Jun - 25 Jun
7. 3/9 ItCol E. J. LAMONTAGNE 25 Jun - 28 Jun
8. 9th MtBn, "B" Co LtCol C. E. DEARNELY 6 Jun = 15 Jun
%¢ 3rd MtBn, 2/A Capt Re R. PANZER 15 Jun - 29 Jun
10, TF lMike Major Be M. MACLAREN 6 Jun - 29 Jun
11. "L 3/3 It Re Eo LOGAN 1 Jun - 25 Jun
12, "cv 1/h Capt We P. NEGRCN 27 Jun - 29 Jun

D. 3rd Marines

Col Re L. MICHAEL JR. 3 Aug = 16 Aug

25 Aug = 3 Sep

' 25 Sep - & Nov

| Col Ms M, SPARK 9 YWov - 23 Yov

SUBORDINATE UNTTS

l. 1/3 LtCol C. V. JARMAN 3 Aug ~ 8 Aug
ItCol R. B, TWOHEY 9 Aug - 16 Aug

25 Aug - 3 Sep

25 Sgp = 23 Nov

2. 2/3 LtCol J. Ko DAVIS 3 Aug = 16 Aug
25 Aug - 3 Sep

LtCol B. T. CHEN 25 Sep = 1 Oct’

: 9 Oct = 23 Nov

3. 3/3 LtCol W. H. BATES 3 Aug - 16 Aug

25 Aug - 3 Sep
25 Sep = 23 Yov

e 2/9 LtCol Fe S. KNIGHT 15 Aug = 16 Aug
Se 2/26 LtCol W. Fo SPARKS 28 Aug - 3 Sep

1 Oect - 16 Oct
6. 1/0 ItCol I. He GALBRAITH 25 Sep ~ 1 Oct
7« 1/9 LtCol G. We SIITH 13 Mov - 17 Nov

6e SUPPCRTING FORCES

4. Artillery Support

The 12th Marines provided direct and general artillery support either
from their own organic units, attached units or units under their operational
control. The commanding officers during the period for the 12th Regiment were:

Col E. S. SOHICK JR. 21 Jan = 21 May
LtCol We Ae KLUCKMAN 22 May = L Jul
Col P, J. MULR'NEY 5 Jul - 23 Nov
b SECRET

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

SECRET
January
Unit ‘ Location
"A" Btry 1/12 Camp Carroll
"C" Btry 1/12 cc
"K" Btry L4/12 cc
"B" Btry 2/54 , cC
ngn Btry 2/9)4 ce
239th CMR (DET) (UsA) cc
Det 2nd Sec, 1lst plt, lst S.L.Btry ce
nAl Btry 8 /)4 cc
Det Btry "C" 8/) ofe
Btry "A" (=) 1/h0 Thon Son Lam
"A" Btyy 2/9) TSL
Mortar Btry (-) 1/12 , Ca In
DISPLACEMENTS
2 FEB: Mort Btry 3/12 displaced to CC
11 FEB: Det, Btry "C" 8/L displaced from CC
2Ly FEB: Btry "A" (=) 1/L0 didplaced from TSL
Btry "B" (=) 1/L0 displaced from TSL
29 FEB: 2nd Sec, 1st plt, lst SL Btry displaced from CC
31 MAR: Det, lst plt,lst SL Btry displaced from CC
9 MAR: Btry "A" 2/9), displaced to CC
Btry "A" 8/], displaced to TSL
12 MAR: Det, lst plt, lst SL Btry displaced from CC
15 MAR: Mort Btry 3/12 displaced from CC
Mort Btry 2/11 displaced to CC
29 MAR: Mort Btry (=) 1/12 displaced from Ca Iu
12 APR: Btry "A" 2/9); displaced from CC
Btry "B" 2/9), displaced from CC
Btry "C" 2/9l displaced from CC
Btry "A" 8/l displaced from TSL
239th CMR Det (USA) displaced from CC
24 APR: Btry "C" 1/13 displaced to Ca Ia
28 APR: Btry "B 1/13 displaced to Ca Lu

Mort Btry 1/13 displaced to Ca Lu
1st Prov 155 How Btry displaced to Ca Lu

g SECRET
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6 MAY:
12 MAY:
13 MAY:
17 MAY1
31 MAY:

1 JUN:

2 JUN:.

5 JUN:

6 JUN:

17 JUN:
19 JUN:

22 JUN:
2L JUN:'

25 JUN:
29 JﬁN:

8 JUL:
12 JULs

13 JUL:

1l JUL:

Btry "B 1/13 displaced from Ca Im

DECLASSIFIED

@

Mort btry 2/11 displaced to Ca Lu

Mort Btry 1/13 displaced to Gc

1st Prov 155 How Btry displaced from Ca Iu

Btry "B"
Btry "D"
Btry ngr

Btry "E"
Btry "A"

Btry "D"
Btry "K"

Btry "A"

Btry '“ B"
Btry "E"

Btry "H"
Btry "B"

Btry- ] Al!
Btry "C2

Btry "Dll
Btry IIK"

Btry "K"
Btry "H*

Btry' npgn
Btry ] c n

Btry "M"
Btry n A"

Btry "B"
Btry "Ct

(=) 140 displaced from TSL

2/12
2/12

2/12
1/12

2/12
L/12

1/12

1/12
2/12

3/12
1/12

1/12
1/12

2/12
L/12

L/12
3/12

1/12
1/12

L4/12
1/12

1/12
1/12

displaced to CC
displaced to Ca Iu

displaced from Ca Lu
displaced from CC

displaced from CC
dlsplaced from CC

displaced to Ca Iu

displaced to Ca Iu
displaced to Ca Iu

displaced to Ca Lu

displaced from Ca Iu

displaced fromNCa L
displaced from Ca Iu

displaced to CC
displaced to CC

(=) displaced to Thon Son Lam
displaced from Ca Lu

displaced to CC
displaced to Ca Ia

displaced to TSL
displaced to ce

displaced to TSL
displaced to CC

Mort Btry 1/12 displaced to CC
Mort Btry 3/12 displaced to GG
1st 8" How Btry displaced to TSL
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18 JUL: Btry "B" 1/11 displaced to CC

23 JUL: Btry "A" 1/12 displaced to LZ JOAN
Mort Btry 1/12 displaced from CC

25 JL: Btry "B" 1/11 displaced from CC
26 JUL: Det, 2nd Prov 155mm How Btry displaced to 1Z JOAN
28 JUL: Btry “c" 1/12 displaced to LZ MARGO
1 AUG: Btry "A" 1/12 displaced to CC
Btry "B" 1/12 displaced to CC
Btry "C" 1/12 displaced to CC
Btry "F" 2/12 located at D=5
Mort Btry (-) 3/12 displaced from GC
3 AUG: 2nd Prov 155mm How Btry displaced to CC

Ly AUG: Btry "F" 2/12 displaced from D=5
2nd Prov 155mm How Btry displaced from CC

6 AUG: Btry "E" 2/12 displaced to D=5
@ AUG: Btry "C" 1/12 displaced to Cam Lo District Hgs

11 AUG: Btry "E" 2/12 displaced from D~5
Btry "K' /12 (-) displaced to CC

12 AUG: Btry "C" 1/12 displaced to CC
16 AUG: Btry "D" 2/12 displaced to Hwy 9, (C Road

17 AUG: Btry "B" 1/12 displaced to Hwy 9, CC Road
Btry "B" 5/), displaced to CC

20 AUG: Btry "B" 1/12 displaced to TSL
21 AUG: Btry "B" 5/l displaced from CC
2y AUG: Btry "F" 2/12 displaced 4o TSL
Mort Btry (=) 2/12 displaced to TSL
Btry "A" 1/12 displaced from CC
25 AUG: Btry "D" 2/12 displaced from Fwy 9, CC Road

27 AUG: Btry "E" 2/12 displaced to TSL

7 ) SECRET
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28 AUG:

30 AUG:

3 SEP:

Yy SEP:
7 SEP:
10 SEP:
11 SEP:
12 SEP:

13 SEP:

1l SEP:

15 SEP:
16 SEP:

17 SEP:
18 SEP:
23 SEP:

26 SEP:

30 SEP:

1l OCT:

DECLASSIFIED

Btry "A" 1/12 displaced to CC
Mort Btry 1/12 displaced to D=5

1st Prov 155mm How Btry displaced to GC
Btry "A" 1/12 displaced to Thoi Son Lam
Btry "D" 2/12 displaced to FSB BLACK
Btry "E" 2/12 displaced to FSB SANDY

Det Btry "W" 2/12 displaced to FSB BLACK
Btry "B" 1/13 displaced to CC

Mort Btry 1/12 displaced to CC

Btry "X" 1/12 displaced to Thon Son Lam
1st Prov 155mm How Btry displaced from CC
Btry "B" 1/12 displaced to FSB BIRD

Btry "B" 1/13 displaced to FSB BIRD
Btry "F" 2/12 displaced from TSL

Det Btry "W" 2/12 displaced from FSB BLACK

Btry "F" 2/12 displaced to FSB WINCHESTER
Mort Btry (=) L/12 displaced to Vandegrift

Btry "D" 2/12 displaced to FSB WINCHESTER

2nd Prov 155mm How Btry displaced to FSB WINCHESTER

Det "L" Btry L/12 displaced to CC

1st Prov 155mm How Btry dispaled to FSB BIRD

1st Prov 155mm How Btry displaced from FSB BIRD

Btry "B" 1/12 displaced to FSB PETE
Btry "K" L/12 displaced to GC

1st Prov 155mm How Btry displaced to FSB PETE

Btry "D" 2/12 displaced from FSB WINCHESTER
Btry "A" 1/12 displaced to TSL A

Btry "L" ),/12 displaced to TSL
Btry "E" 2/12 displaced to GC
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3 OCT: Btry "A" 1/12 displaced to FSB MAC
Btry "B" 1/13 displaced to Thon Son Lam

5 OCT: Btry "L" L/12 displaced from TSL
Btry "E" 2/12 displaced from CC
Btry "D" 2/12 displaced to Ga Lu

6/ 0CT: Btry "M" /12 displaced to ROCKPILE
Mort Btry 1/12 displaced from CC

9 0CT: Btry "B" 1/13 displaced to FSB MAC
Btry "B" 1/12 displaced to FSB WINCHESTER
5th Prov 155mm Guns displaced to ROCKPILE
12 OCT: Btry "F" 2/12 displaced to CC
16 OCT: Btry "C" 1/12 displaced to FSB CATAPULT

23 OCT: Btry "A" 1/12 displaced %o CC
1st Prov 155mm How displaced to Ca Iu

2L, OCT: Btry "F" 2/12 displaced from CC
Btry "E" 2/12 displaced to Ca Lu
108th Field Arty & 1st 8" How Btry displaced from ROCKPILE
1 NOV: Btry "A" 1/12 displaced to Thon Son ILam
Btry "B" 1/12 displaced %o CC
Btry "IM }}/12 displaced to TSL
11 NOV: Mort Btry (=)3/12 displaced to GC
12 NOV: Btry "A" 1/12 displaced to TSL

13 NOV: Btry "B* 1/12 displaced to Mai Loc
Mort Btry (-) 3/12 displaced to Mai Loc

14 NOV: Btry "A" 1/12 displaced to FSB MACK
16 NOV: Mort Btry (=) 3/12 displaced from Mai Loe
20 NOV: Btry "A" 1/12 displaced from FSB MACK

21 NOV: Btry "B" 1/12 displaced from Mai Loc
Btry "L" 4/12 displaced from TSL

? SECRET
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ARTTILIERY : ARTTLLERY
MISSIONS FIRED | AMMUNITION EXPENDED

Observed Unobserved H&I's TOTAL 105mm 107mm 155m gn¥ TOTAL
JANUARY 350 683 61 | 1,79 1,906 507 3,227 - 55640
FEBRIARY } 1,071 1,h22 2,877 || L4370 30,116 L,2L7  L,5L5 - 38,908
MARCH 757 1507k 1,693 | 3,52L 18,035 3,224 3,823 - 25,082
APRIL 886 96l 2,617 L 67 - 23,268 3,207 L9 L= 28,123
MAY 936 1,208 1,966 :hél.l(_)\ - 3 '20§o7~:"6°;6hr = 3,-377"': - '10-33_5?7 R
JUNE | 537 693 636 | 1,866 ] 025,680 2,620~ 11 - =% 1 28,116
JULY ‘1 667 UNK. UNK. |-2,17h 2;3,919 1,939 1,204 - - .3é1062
AUGUST 913 570 1,206 2;589 | 42,775 158 - o 42,937
SEPTEMBER | 74O L,bh9 1,335 | 3,524 78,097 1,598  L,3%h - | 88,019
OCTOBER 1,042 118 98l 2,Lh) 26,703 265 13,300 6Ls 40,913
NOVEMBER 621 6li5 8%0 | 2,156 32,975 68l L,763 590 | 39,012
TOTAL 8,520 9,127+ 11,969+ | 33,118 339,281 27,492 10,661 1,215 | 409,819
*And 155mm Gun
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B. Air Support

During Lancaster II, air support was provided by the 1lst Marine Air
Wing, the 7th Air Force and U,S. Army units. Helicopter support was pro-
vided by MAG-16, MAG-36, and MAG-39. Fixed wing support came from MAG-11,
MAG«12, and MAGwl3, as well as from 7th Air Force units.

The types of missions were command and control, resupply, medical evac=-
nation, observation, photo reconnaissance, 111um1nat10n, psychological warw
fare, troop and logistical 1ifts, Arc nght\ strikes, as well as close air
support, both conventional and radar controlled.

(1) Closs Air Support

In February, 15 fllghts of fixed wing air strikes were run on
enemy targets; in March, 27 flights; in April, 68 flights; and in May, 69
flights. AN/TPQ 10 radar controlled bombing support was:

FEB MAR APR MAY
Requested 8L 286 L29 T161
Received 220 105 147 59
Tonnage 60L 271 LS8 1h8

From June through November, air support included:

JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV

FW SORT I18 3587 T05 503 1L I3L
FW TONS 295 982 757 972 243 225

Arc light missions in support: One (1) in Jan; two (2) in February; seven
(7) in June; five (5) in August; and six (6) in September.

(2) Helicopter Support

Because of expanded. mobile operations in the northern portion
of the AQ,which required extensive helicopter resuprly, helicopter support
was greatly increased in July. Helicopter passenger and cargo (tons) sup-
nort 1s.as follows: :

, FEB MAR APR JUN
HELO PAX L 2,300 L,000 1, iTE 6,873
HELO CAR 51 175 1,376 380

JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV
HELO PAX 18,257 28,022 26,981 17,066 10,015
HELO CAR 1,506 1,765 2,695 3,694 878

C. Tanks and Anti-Tank Support

Tank support was provided by "B" (‘ompany, 3rd Tank Battalion throughout
the Lancaster II Operation. In February they were auguented by "A" Tompany,
3d Tank Battalion.

11 " SECRET
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Tanks provided 90mm H&I fires, escorts for morning mine sweeps and daily
convoys, and also supported infantry operations on and around Route #9 in-
cluding the Rockpile area. Company commanders during this period were:

Company A Capt C. L. SALE 1 Feb = 29 Feb
Company B "Capt D. W. KENT 21 Jan = 24 Jan
. Capt C. W. REINKE 25 Jan - 31 Jan

n " 1 Mar - 25 Jul

1stlLt J. T, MILLER 26 Jul = 23 Nov

On 25 August, lst and 2nd Platoons, "A" Company, 3rd Anti~tanks were
chopped to Co "B", 3rd Tank Battalion. Sweeps around the Rockpile area
were in coordination with infantry, tanks and ontos.

D. Other Support

UNIT Cco DATES
Brd Recon Bn LtCol W. D. XENT 21 Jan ~ 11 Jul
LtCol D. R. BERG . 12 Jul - 23 Nov
3rd Med BEn Cmdr R. A. BROWN 21 Jan - 3 Jul
Cmdr B. K. SLEMMONS 1 Aug - 23 Nov
3rd SP Bn ItCol J. W. QUINN 21 Jan - 10 May
LtCol R. A. SULIK 11 May -~ 5 Oct
Maejor E. J. CODFREY 6 Oct = 23 Nov
3rd Dental Co Capt T. D. MAHONEY 21 dJan - 21 Jul
Capt T. D. STEVENSON 30 Jul = 23 Nov
3 rd Engr Bn LtCol J, W, PERRIN 21 Jan -« 6 Mar
Major q. S. XKROLAX 2 Mar - 1 Sep
ItCol W. C. PERSAC 2 Oct - 23Nov
11th Engr Bn LtCol V. A. PERRY 21 Jan = 3 Aug
LtCol R. C. EVANS L Aug - 23 Nov
9th MT Bn Major J. R. STANILEY 21 Jan « 27 Jul
Major R. KRULAK 28 Jul - 1 Oct
"ItCol J. R. FOX 2 Oct = 13 Nov
ItCol L. J. TREMBLAY 1 Nov = 23 Nov

For additional information see Section #12 "Administrative Matters'.
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INTELLIGENCE

A. Sourceg of Intelligence

1. Intelligencs asources included aexial photography, asrial obaser~
vation, IR, SLAR, URS, APD, Adsids, ACOUBUOY and ground sensors such as
HANDSID, Other non-technical sources were POW's, Hoi Chanh's, captured
documents, supplies and equipment, and ground recon, used for surveil
lance, screening and some sensor emplacament.

B. Enemy Situation

Januery and Februsry

During this period, the 320th NVA Divigion employed their 48th snd
52nd Regiments in attacks alcong Route #9, Their 64th Regiment was held in
regerve. Prisoners cagptured during 24 Jan - 27 Jan, and attacks on the
Cam Lo District Headquarters in late January substantiated this intel-
ligences The 8th Battalion, 29th Regiment operated west of Route #9
between the Rockpile and Ca ILu.

Artillery support for the 320th Division came from the 164th
Artillery Regiment., The status of the 54th Artillery Regiment, organic
to the 320th Division, remained unknown.

Maxreh and April

Contact lessened as the 64th Regiment operated northwest of A-4
in the southern DMZ, and the 48th and 52nd Regiments operated north of
the central DMZ.

Artillery support came from all NVA artillery regiments in and
north of the DMZ probsbly in a combined artillery command.

South of Camp Carroll the 27th Independent Battalion operated,
utilizing ambushes, mines and morter attacks. A secondsry function
was to serve as guides through their ares.

It was believed that the village of Thon Doc Kinh, south of Camp
Carroll harbored a local force company. Later intelligence gubstan~
tiated its existence and the possibility that it may be part of the 2Tth
Battalion. An operation beginning 16 April against the 27th Battslion
bagse camp in the Rao Vinh Valley resulted in over 400 bunkers and 25
Observation towers destroyed though no contact with the enemy was made.

April, May and June
Reconnaissance experts and electronic surveillance devices in-
dicated the comtinuing transit through the southern portion of the AQ
by unidentified enemy units. No large scale ground attacks were at-
tempted though incoming rockets, artillery and mortars continued.
July

Intelligence indicated the presence of one unidentified NVA

13 ‘ SECHET
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battaliom, onefimidentified artillery and anti-aircraft battalion
and numerous enemy supplies, bunkers, and positions in the northern
portion of the Lancaster 1I AC,

Lancaster II July action was intended to "spoil" future operations
of the320th NV1 Division by destroying their prepositioned supplies
and prepared posibions. Targets were also the unidentified attillery/
anti~aircraft and infantry battalions.

As the operation commenced on 17 July, the 3rd and 9th Marines,
and two battalions of the 2nd ARVN Regiment began finding large a-
mounts of munitions, supplies and large bunker complexes. As the 3rd
Marines swept Dong Ha Mountain and 2 ridges to the North, the enemy
withdrew either north or west, most probably norbh, leaving behind
only a small delaying force to hinder movement. One find on lancps-
ter IT July was two 75mm Pack Howitzers captured on Dong Ha Mountain
which had been used to fire on Camp Carroll.

August } . —

The 6Lth Regiment and 52nd Regiment began appearing in early
August. There were indications that the L8th Regiment was being
held in reserve probably north of the Ben Hai River. As the month
progressed, units in the area north of Camp Carroll/Rockpile made
‘contact with elements of the 7th, 8th and 9th Battalions of the 6Lth
Regiment. Also the 52nd Regiment was found to have three battalions,
the Lth, 5th and 6th. Intelligence showed the Shth NVA Artillery
Regiment in support. _

September

In the beginning of thz month two battalions of the 52nd Regi=-
ment were known to be operating along and south of -the DMZ north-
west of the Rockpile. The 6Lth Regiment operated in the east in
the vieinity of A-L., The location of the L8th Regiment, 320th Div-
ision and one battalion of each the 52nd and élith Regiments was
unknown. The Nui Tia Pong hill mass was suspected to harbor exten-
sive infiltration and staging facilities.

As lancaster II Trousdale North commenced the enemy chose not
to defend in strength. He chose, rather, to sacrifice installations
and materiéi rather then expose large formations to the effect of
massed combat power. His defense consisted primarily of delaying
action by small units with liberal and effective use of command
detonated DH-10 mines. These mines initiated a large percentage
of contacts. Restrictive terrain, dense forest and narrow precip-
itous ridgelines, favored their employment. Mortars were the
enemy's primary supporting arm. By midemonth accumulating intel-
ligence indicated an extensive NVA base camp along the southern edge
of the DMZ, There was additional evidence that he was employing ve=
hicles south of the Ben Hai River, The suspected pgge 'area was
conveniently located along an extensive high speed trail system ex=
tending from North Vietnam to Base Area 101, Portions of this system
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also ran east to west, generally paralleling the DMZ, providing
lateral LOCls for units deployed south of the Ben Hai. The trail
network had bamboo rails, log steps up steep slopes and way stations,
stores, hospitals and bunker complexes every 8 hours walking dis-
tances The NVA had very few maps of the area; what few they had
were rough hand=drawn:cketches. They relied heavily on guides and
extensive trail markers. Porters normally remained hidden during the
day and carried supplies and munitions at night.

Elements of the L8th Regiment were confirmed south of the DMZ,
At least two battalions of this regiment were in contact with the
3rd Marines to the east of the Regimental AO. Documents discovered
on Nui Tia Pong suggested the presence of the 8th and 9th Battalions,
29th Regiment, 325th Division. This was not substantiated by cor=
roborating evidence. The documents may have been left by these units
while earlier transiting the infiltration route.

At the onset of Lancaster IT Tpousdale, the enemy had 6 known
battalions committed south of the Ben Hal. As the operation continued
the command and control elements of the 320th Division and significant
portions of the 52nd Regiment moved probably northward across the Ben
Hai and westward, OSignificant stores of food and munitions were time
and again abandoned. One battalion continued to onerate in the vi-
cinity of Nui Ba Loa but by the end of the month hag Ieft that area
apparently moving westward following tralls south of Nui Tia Pong.

The September action resulted in marked damage to enemy mone
soon plans as well as to major infiltration, staging, training, medical
and command/control facilities., This damage was compounded-by the
enemy's inability to quickly react’ and adjust his plans to a new
situation. While the enemy did suffer significant petsdnhtl losses,
two battalion equivalents, he apparently had not as yet introduced
inbo the area those forces intended to conduct monsoon “opefations.
Many of the bunker complexes were empty and devoid of significant
debris normally associlated with rapid withdrawal, ZLargs Stores of
food and munitions and one large cache of new individual weapons
were probably prepositioned for use by follow=on units. Medical
stores discovered were indicative of modern and sophisticated
medicines available to the enemy. However, the liss of substantial
amounts of medical supplies, .as well as treatment facilities added
to the existing situation of a generally primitive evacuation/ trest-
ment system. POW interrogations suggested that a large percentage
of enemy units consisted of fresh troops with but a few months service,
Their morale was initially high. They were well equipped and fed
but had limited training and lacked experience. They were, however,
well dug in and well camouflaged. They used the terrain much to their
advantage with the use of DH-10 mines,
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October and November

In the early part of the month, the enemy continued delaying
tactics along Route #1022S in the DMZ, to cover withdrawal north
across the Ben Hai River of ground elements of the 320th NVA Divisitn
and an unidentified artillery unit. ,

Route #102?8 was discovered by visual aerial reconnaissance
and verified by aerial photography during September. Running through
the DMZ from XD 964,677.to XD 980685, it crossed into North Vietnam
over underwater bridges. Along this road the 52nd Regiment occupied
a series of blocking positions up to the 8th of October. By 9 Oct-
ober the enemy had withdrawn across the Ben Hai River,

' Along Route #1022S, five artillery positions were discovered.
The guns had been withdrswn north, but 680 rounds of 152mm, 90mm and
85mm artillery were found. The gun sites and suspected command
center were encircled with prepared mortar pits. It was noted that the
majority of these positions were located to the rear and flanks of
both the corrmand center and gun pits. The mortar crews would fire,
move immediately to a new position and resume firing.

On 7 October, a Soviet made 6 cylinder diesel, full track
brime mover was found at XD 988689, The vehicle was partially burn=-
ed, and appeared to have been hit by a 105mm rownd. There was a
winch on the front bumper similar to those found on U.S. 2% ton
trucks. On the rear, a coupling device for pulling an artillery
piece was found, '

On 12 October, a destroyed amphibian tractor at XD 997698 was
founds It had a 12 cylinder diesel engine with a wineh on the rear.
From the middle of October to the termination of Lancaster II, enemy
activity was insignificant,

Ce Terrain Analysis

Characteristics of the terrain in lancaster TI AO are conveniently
divided into two parts. The first portion is roughly defined as the
area north of the ridge line on which Camp Jo Je Carroll and OP 250
are situated, across the Cam Lo River.

This entire area is generally rugged, being composed of hills
in the eastern half and mountains further west. Prominent in the_
area is a ridgeline running generally east to west on the northe=
ern side of the Cam L oRiver on to where Dong Ha vic (YD 0259) ang
Gong Ma vic (YD 475585 ) Mountains are located. This entire ridgeline
affords the enemy excellent observation of Route #9 and a limited
view of the Camp Carroll Plateau; it should be noted that the latter
is the most prominent land mass in the operating area south of the
Cam Lo River. ’

Vegetation in this northern portion of the AO is typified by
double and triple canopy trees and accompanying undergrowth., While
this type of vegetation offers excellent cover and concealment to
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the enemy forces in the area, it greatly impedes movement and will
channelize both friendly and enemy forces onto the trails running
through the area.

Friendly access to this northern portlon of the operating area is
restricted to foot traffic because of the Cam Lo River which flows through
the area from (YI' 100597}, In periods of prolonged inclement weather,
this river will be a formidable obstacle even for foot troops. Also,
of significance is Route #9 which runs in close proximity to and on the
south side of the Cam Lo River and cerves as the principle friendly
avenue of approach into the operating area.

The second distinet portion of the ocoerating area is that area
south of Camp Carroll on the western side of Route #558 frequently re-
ferred to as the Cua Valley. This area is predominantly flat abandoned
..farm land, and is comprised of open fields and rice paddies with only
sparse treelines and hedgerows to hamper observation from the Camp Carroll
Plateau. While this type of terrain is prone to easy movement, cover
and concealment is poor and troops are easily channelized by the many
irregular rice patties. Significant in this area is the extensive village
complex adjacent to Route “558, the largest of which is Thon Doc Kinh
Resettlement Village #ic (YD 0952). Friendly avenues of approach into
the area are provided by Rout= #4558, an unpaved single lane secondary
road running south from Route #9, and the s»condary road running south
of Camp J. J. Carroll Plateau; there is also an east-west road intersec-
ting Route Y558 at the Doc Kinh Resettlement, Village that provides access
into the western extreme of the Cua Valley.

SECRET

L. wéathgz

The principal effects of weather were the fog, low ceiling clouds
and rain that inhibited air activity.

Early morning fog and low ceiling lasted from January through May,
let up during warmer months then agailn became a problem in late August
on, For instance, the average ceiling was 5000-6000 feet during the warm
month of June, while a cooler month, Aprll was 2000-3000 feet during
the day and 500- ]OOO feet at night. Visibility throughout the period
averaged abcut 5.5 miles.

Rainfall was below average totallng L in January, 3" in February
and tapering off to occasional showers :in Arril and May. In June there
were occasional thhndershOﬁTrs, by August rains in the flrut half of the
month were heavy though less so the latter half and on into September.
On 13 October, a tropical storm interrupted lines of communication, and
wasned away both the Khe Gia and Cam Lo bridges. Winds usually averaged
7 knobs, though in Aujust they averaged 25 knots and in October during
the tropical storm they reached 50 knots.

Temperatures gensrally became ccclsr from January to February
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then progressively warmed .p until June, remained constant through July
and in August began to cool off. February's average was 65 June's
average was 87.5°, and in August the average was 80°. Tt was common to
have high's of 105 in June and July, and low's of 50° in February.

8. MISSICN

Initially, the Regiment responsible for the Lancaster IT AO was
required to:

(1) Conduct search and destroy operations in AO;

(2) Defend combat bases and other vital installations in AO;

(3) Maintain cémbat bases in conjunction with 3F units, in
designated locations;

(4) Open and secure lines of communlcatlon w1th1n AQ;

(5) Maintain active ground surveillance and screening operat1ons
and spoiling attacks against NVA/VC forces; and

(6) Support GVN RD Campaign Plan 1967,

Cther missions assigned in subsequent months were:

(1) Maintain a Sparrow Hawk platcon as a division reaction force;
and }

(2) Prepare contingency plans for coordinated multi-regimental
operations in Lancaster IT AO.

Task Force Hotel when assigned operational control of forces in
the Lancaster TI AO was ordered to: Prepare plans for and conduct major
operations in the Lancaster IT AO with up to two regiments.

9. CONCEPT OF OFERATTON

Initially, two to three battalicns were smployed operating prin-
cipally from fixed comtat bases at (1) Camp Carroll, (2) vicinity of
Thon Son Tam/Rockpile area and (3) Ca Iu. Air, artlllery, tanks, LOmn
(sP) (AW), and .50 caliber truck-mcunted M55's were in support. The
major effort during the first few months was devoted to preventing NVA/
VC forces from interdicting Route #9 between Cam Lo, Camp Carroll, Ca
Lu and Thon Son Lzm. Company size, preplanned, search and destroy
operations and small unit activities incliding scout dog patrols and
night ambushes were conducted. In March, search and destroy operations
became multi-company size. -

In July, the concept of ouerations changed to a move mobile
posture. Base defense forces were reduced tc company strengths permit-
ting larger size forces to operate in the field. The use of extensive,
long range reconnaissance patrols provided the means to explore every
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indication of enemy activity, Numerous landing sones were created by
air and artillery fire on hilltops or rasorback ridges and recon teams
quickly inserted. In the cases of previocusly prepared LZ's, aerial ob-
servers and aerial photography gave evidende of mines or booby-traps.
Sugpected mined LZ's were prepped before the recon/teams were ingerted,
Teams were normally 4 to 6 men, whan out of range of supporting artillery
fire, and 8 to 10 men, if within range. The concept of the larger teans
uge was that they could, and would be reinforced if nscessary. They
were allowed to initiate contact. The smaller teams by their size, if
engaged, would withdraw quickly, Reconnaissance was their primary and
only missgion, ,

When recon units indicated the presence of significant enemy forcas
or suppliesg, friendly forces were massed and emphagis placed on “pre-
paring the battlefield®. Landing zones were secured on narrow ridges,
easily defensible, then with enginsers support, made into fire gupport
bases normally 8000 meters apart and matually supporting, Light artil-
lery was then prepositioned in these bases.

Extonsive prep fires, including Arc Light mimsions to provide maxi-
mum shock snd destructive effect, preceded a rapid (sometimes multi-
regimental (Marine-ARVN) ingertion of helicopter borme infantry, which
cut off enemy reinforcement, resupply and escape routes. Becausa of
the artillery umbrella available, forces operated usually in one of two
wayss

SECRET

(1) EBach sompany operated independently under a protective fan
of artillery in an assigned A0 of 2000 to 3000 meters on each side
based around an 12, and patrols condusted detailed searches wntil the

A0 had been thoroughly covered and the company subsequently was heli-
lifted to another Lz; or ‘

(2) Dabtalions lesp frogged companies over one another along
Darrow razorback ridgelines building new 13's as they moved. In the

interim, patrols thoroughly searched out the fingers and draws on
each gide of the ridgeline.

In both methods of operation, the construction of numeroug 1Z2ts pro-
vided fgcilities for helicopter resupply, reinforcement and medevac of
casualties. Additionally, the Lz's allowed the Divigion to regularly
ingsert reconnaissance patrols to maintain surveillance of the area and
should enemy forces have returned, rapid mags deployment was practical.

10. EXECUIION

21 Jans In accordance with Third Marine Divigion Operation Order 58-67,
Operation Lancaster commenced when the 4th Marines assumed responsibili ty
for the former Lancaster ares of operations and relocated to Camp Carroll
(YD 066543)s Major forces available: 2/9 and 3/9.

23 Jans During the night at 21 35H, EB/2/9 received small arms fire at
YD 102510 which resulted in 2 WIA.
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2y Jan: Major efforts by the NVA to interdict Route #9 and inflict
casuaities through attacks by fire on Camp Carroll began. At 13LOH,
an artillery, resupply convoy, composed of a jeep and 2 heavy trucks
enrcute from Dong Ha to Camp Carroll, was ambushed at YD 060569 with
small arms, mortar and recoilless rifle fire. A1l the vehicles were
damaged. A reaction force of one platoon, two tanks and two dusters,
moving east toward the ambush, were also pinned down at YD 075572,
until 1830H. They then proceeded to Cam Lo District Headquarters.,
One tank and both dusters were damaged. A relief convoy from Dong Ha
reached the ambush site at 1900H and began evacuating the casualties.
To further reinforce the unit in the ambush, 3/L (-) was chopped to
the Lth Marines and M/3/L was helilifted from 15,000 meters away at
YD 149692, to Camp Carroll and Hill 250, At 1900H, M/3/L commenced
moving toward the ambush site. At 2300H, upon learning that all WIA's
had been medevaced, M/3/lL set in at YD 0°456l. Results: 6 KIA, 28
WIA and 8 NVA/KIA. Major forces available: 2/9, 3/9 and 3/h (=)

25 Jan: At 0630H, M/3/Lh moved a platoon to the high ground at 1D
07L57L, and the remaining platoons began sweeping the road from east

to weste At 0915H, M/3/L received small arms fire at YD 073572, from
an estimated 25 NVA. They returned fire. Results: 2 KIA, 2 WIA,

3 NVA/KTA and one 7.62 MG captured. At 1314H, M/3/L received 6 rounds
incoming 82mm mortar and sporadic snip~r fire at ) 075572. Results:

11 WIA. At 16L9H, at YD 074569, M/3/l received 3 additional incoming
mortar rounds resulting in 6 WIA. By 1900H, T/3/L and L/3/L had joined
M/3/l and established a three company, 360%fperimeter.

26 Jan: The Lth Marines were to deploy on both sides of the river south
of grid line 59. However, when at OBLSH, an explosion destroyed the
bridge at YD 074572, all units were advised to remain south of the river.
Sweeping operations commenced. At 1025H, I/3/L sighted 12 NVA in the
open at. YD 072531. A subsequenﬂ, artillery mission resulted in 2 Nva/
KIA, 1 NVA POW, and assorted captired gear. At I550H,.L/3/L, at ¥D
07L563, made contact with a small element of an NVA patrol. Results
were L WIA, 6 NVA/KIA and L IWC. At 1715H, 1/k, while approaching Camp
Carroll from the SW, received automatic weapons fire from the SE. Re-
sults: 12 WIA and 1 NVA/KTA. At 21L5H, at YD 095513, an LP from E/2/9
detonated two claymore mines, then received small arms fire, resulting

in 1 WIA.

27 Jan: During the early morning hours, an enemy force infiltrated

into M/3/L's area, presumably through the stream bed to the west of
Mike's Hill (YD 97L457h) and other dry stream beds and gulleys to the
north and east of the hills. At [p500H), an estimated NVA reinforced
company bagan an assault on Mike's Hill. The attack lasted for four
hours consisting of heavy automatic weapon, recoilless rifle, RPG

rocket and sniper fire. Heavy artillery and 81mm mortar fire were called
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in and adjusted by "M" Company, while "I" Company from an adjacent hill,
2ided with observed 60mm mortar fire. At 0930H, "L" Company began mov-
ing toward a trail junction at YD 077571, where it could then sweep
west to reestablish contact with an "M" Company ambush that was pinned
down at YD 075573. "L" Company met with little resistance, linking up
with "M" Company forces abt the bridge. The terrain required "I" Com=
pany (=) to move across an open area, interspersed by thick hedgerows
of brush. Heavy artillery fire was directesl to cover the company's
exposed left flank, across the river to the north. As "I" Company moved,
it received fire on both flanks from well dug-in and camouflaged enemy
positions. At 1310H, the reserve platoon of "I" Company was committed.
A platoon from "I" Company also began moving west to assigt VI" Comw
pany. By 1350H, the two platoons had made contact with "I" Company (-).
A Huey gunship was particularly outstanding, 2landing near "I" Company
casualties to determine enemy automatic positions and evacuating casu-
alties well before any LZ was secure. At 1LOOH, the "I" Company re-
serve platoon, moving north to a stream bed west of Mike's Hill, was
st111l encountering heavy enemy fire. At 1800H, "I" Company was chopped
to "M" Company and the 3rd platoon of "M" Company was chopped to "IM
Company. There were two night positions. Results of the day's ac-
tivity: 21 KIA, 62 WIA, 131 NVA/KTA, 6 WvA (POW), L3 IWC and 19 CSW.

28 Jan: At 1427H, a large tunnel network was found at 16l5H. 3/l had
moved to Camp Carroll and B=52 strikes were conducted in the area of
contact of 27 Jan, at 1700H, '

29 Jan: At O730H, a platoon was helilifted to Uong Ha, where it sup-
ported a tank sweep west on Route #9, to the damaged bridge at YD O7hL
572. The bridge was secured at 1110H, and a tank/infantry sweep began
to clear the surrounding area., At 11LOH, an 81mm mortar, short round,
landed in L/3/l's position causing 2 WIA. During the sweep, 30 MVA
bodies (previously reported) and 31 weapons were found., At 1515H, H/
2/9 found two wounded NVA. Results: 2 NVA(POW). At 1530H, the bridge
was trafficable and a huge convoy from Dong Ha began moving to relieve
Camp Carroll, '

30 Jan: At 1350H, Camp Carroll had 3 incoming 75mm rounds. At 1550H,
a convoy truck detonated a mine at YD OL5575, resulting in 1 WIA.

31 Jan: 2/l was chopped to Lth Marines. At 1300H, M/3/l found 17 NVA/
KIA at YD 06L567. At 1330H, 2/9 assumed 3/L's mission of road security
in vieinity of YD 07657k. g 1,L8H, a convoy received 3 incoming mor-
tar rounds causing 1 KTA and 1 WTA., At 16L5H, a recdn team observed
two NVA crawling toward them at YD 106529. They killed one NVA and
captured one AK-l7. Major forces available: 2/9, 3/9, 2/L and 3/L (=).

1 Feb: At 1430H, a vehicle from H/2/9 enroute to Dong Ha received 3
incoming mortar rounds, resulting in 3 WIA. _
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2 Feb: At 1110H, Camp Carroll received 8 incoming artillery rounds,
Results: 2 WIA. At 115LH, E/2/l at YD 039559 observed enemy movement
at YD 03558li, Subsequent artillery missions resulted in 2 NVA/KTA.
At 1L0SH, Camp Carroll received 5 incoming artillery rounds. Results:
3 WIA. At 1600H, G/2/l at YD 06P570 received 22-25 incoming artillery
rounds. Counter battery fire and a search of the area resulted in 1
NVA/KIA, 17 friendly WTA and 1 IWC. At 1700H, E/2/9 at YD 089577 re-
ceived fire from two squads of NVA on Hill 37, at YD 089578. An assault
of Hill 37, following the artillery strikes, resulted in 1 KTk, 30 WIA,
11 NVA/KTA and 11 TWC. At 1720H, Camp Carroll was hit by 10 incoming,
artillery rounds resulting in 13 WIA. At 1735H, 81lmm mortars were
fired on enemy movement, resulting in 8 NVA/KIA.

SECRET

3 Feb: At O0104H, Camp Carroll reported 3 incoming artillery rounds
Impacting outside its perimeter. At O3L5H, Camp Carroll received L
incoming artillery rounds. At 11LOH, 2/9 at YD O7L572 was hit by two
incoming 82mm mortar rounds resulting in 5 WTA.

L Feb: Camp Carroll was hit by | incoming rounds of artillery at O550H.
At 0925H, I/3/L observed NVA. blowing up a bridse at YD 042554. At 1400H,
1/3/L, during the daily mine sweep, detonated an anti~personnel mine
resulting in 2 WIA. At 1515H, Camp Carroll received 3 incoming artil-
lery rounds resulting in 3 WIA. At 2010H, a platoon of E/2/l, at YD
050566, encountered an enemy force of unknown but superior size coming
from the NE, just after artillery and mortar fires had been adjusted
in that area. Results were: 2 KIA and 1 WTA.

5 Feb: At 0215H, an IP from E/2/9 at YD 089578 made contact with
approximately 20 NVA., Withdrawing with  WIA the LP incurred 1 MIA.
A squad sent to find the MIA encountered S/A and AM fire. Results:
-1 KTA and 9 WTA. At O6OOH, fragments from grenade thrown from M/3/4's
position atop Mike's Hill, resulted in 1 KIA and 1 WIA. At 0730H, a
search for the MIA revealed 1 KIA, 9 NVA/KIA and 8 IWC. At 1246H, 3/9
at Thon Son Lam was hit by 1l rounds artilliery, from XD 937535 or XD
937535. They returned 106mm recoilless rifle and artillery fire. Re-
sults: 2 KIA and 13 WJA. At 1310H, 2/9 at YD 078578 received 20 rounds
artillery resulting in 1 KIA and 2 WIA, At 1500H, a 2/L Marine at YD
042566 tripped an explosive deviee resulting in 2 WIA,

6 Feb: At OLLOH, E/2/9 was firing at continuous movement outside their
perimeter. At 0320H, three friendly, short rounds impacted in G/2/'s
position at YD 07457l resulting in 2 WIA. E/2/9 found 2 NVA/KTIA in a
morning check outside their perimeter. At O8L5H, 2/k at YD 034587 sighted
15-20 NVA and called in artillery and mortar fire., Results: 13 NVA/KIA.
At 16LSH, E/2/9 received incoming mortar fire causing 2 WIA.
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] Febs A% 1300H, E/2/4 at ID 026562 received $/A fire resulting in

SEGRET

8 Feb: At 0215H, Camp Carroll was hit by 5 artillery roundg. At
1115H, Camp Carroll received snother 4 incoming artillery rounds from
e 5800 mil agimuth., Counter battery fire was called.

9 Feb:s At 0100H, 2/4 at YD 033563 received 6 incoming grenades. At
0330H, 2/4 at YD 074574 received one incoming rockst. At 1045H, an
B/2/4 squad patrol surprised a reinforced NVA platoon setting into an
ambugh pogition morth of Route # at YD 047569. The NVA had wire com-
munications with the north bank of the Cam Lo River and apparently were
walting for the convoy from Dong Ha. The firefight lasted until a re-
action platoon reinforced 2/4's squad. Supporting arms were czlled in
on the retreating enemy. Resultss 5 USMC KIA, 4 USMC WIA, 12 NVA/KIA,
3 WG and 1 CSWC. Ab 1050H, 3/9 received 5 imcoming artillery rounds
at ID 997556, At 1402H, 2/4 at YD 074574 received 5 incoming 82mm
rounds. At 1432H, 2/4 received 5 more incoming 82mm rounds. At 17008, .
Arc Light strikes hit in vicinity YD 043582,

11 Feb: At 1045H, a convoy to Dong Ha had one 175mm self-propelled gun
detonate a mine at YD 092577. Resultes 5 WIA.. At 153%CH, 27; received
five incoming S2mm mortar rounds st YD 874574, aleo resulting in 5 Wi,

12 Febs At 1045H, 2/9 at YD 088578 received eight rounds B2mm mortar,
from vieinity YD 085594, resulting in 9 WIA, 60mm mortsr, artillery
and gunships counter fired. There were two secondary explosions, At
17454, 2/9 at YD 074575 received ten rounds of incoming 82mm mortar re-
sulting in 2 WIA. At 1800H, 2/4 at YD 071580 received two incoming S2mm
mortar rounds resulting in 2 wIa.

13 Feb: By 1035H, 3/9 at Ca Iu had received 918 civilian refugees from
the Khe Sanh area.

14 Feb: At 0945H, 3/9 at Ca Lu received another 200 refugees. At 1245H,
2/4 at YD 064568 was hit by 18 rounds of 82mm mortar. Counter mortar,
artillery and tank fire was called. Reosults: 3 WIA.

15 Feb: At 1200H, K/3/9 at XD 988446 began to take heavy incoming
mortar and rifle fire from an estimated enemy Platoon at XD 985443,
One platoon attacked the enemy while an gerial cbserver and UH-1E
gunships aided from overhead, By 1235H, the platoon had congolidated
the hill but medevac choppers were twice called in and each time

took heavy fire. Four crewmen were wounded. Air strikes were called
in, and at 1700H a platoon from I/3/9 resched the K/3/9 platoon and
began moving back with the casuslties to Ca Iu. As they moved, mor-
tars and artillery fire helped cover their flanks. Results: 12 KIA
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16 Feb: At O420H, K/3/9 with all casualties entered Ca Lu.

SECRET

17 Feb: At 0300H, a grenade exploded in H/2/9's position. Results:

T KIA and 2 WIA., At 0900H, a recon team at YD 072488 detonated an
explosive device. Results: L WIA. At 1000H, twelve hundred refugees
began moving from Ca Lu guided by National police. At 1630H, E/2/9

at YD 039568 received 5 incoming 82mm mortar rounds from vicinity

YD 061592. HResults: L WIA. During the day several units from 3/L
were operationally directed from the Lancaster II area of operations.
Forces available: 2/9, 3/9 and 2/l

18 Feb: At 0215H, a Republic of Vietnam Army unit at YD 096518 re-
ceived 5 rounds incoming B-LO rockets. Results: 3 WIA, At 090CH,
165 refugees from Khe Sanh arrived at Ca Lu., All but 75 of the pre-
vious 1200 refugees had departed for Cam Lo. At 1015H, G/2/L at YD
074572 received 33 rounds 82mm mortar. Results: 3 WIA. At 1015,
G/2/L at YD O7L572 received 33 rounds 82mm mortar. Results: 2 WTA.
At 1112H, G/2/L was hit by another 9 rounds 82mm mortar. Results:

1 KIA and 1 WIA. , } :

19 Feb: Between 1500H and 1700H, Camp Carroll received 75 rounds of
mixed caliber rockets and artillery. Results: L KIA and 17 WIA.

At 1515H, G/2/L received eight 82mm mortar rounds resulting in 12 WIA,
During the day, an AO adjusted fire missions on 2 bunkers and 5 NVA in
the open at YD 043625. Results: 5 NVA/KIA., At 1735H, a recon team
at YD 955538 made contact with an estimated 5-7 NVA. Results were 2
WIA. Camp Carroll received 5 rocket rounds between 2000H and 2100H.

20 Feb: At 0930H, Camp Carroll received 3 incoming mortar rounds re-
sulting in 3 WIA. At 10LOH, a convoy duster from Camp Carroll to Dong
Ha detonated a mine gt YD O07L572. At 1525H, Camp Carroll received 5 in-
coming rocket rounds from a suspected enemy position at YD 066618,
Counter artillery was fired. At 2110H, a squad size ambush of G/2/)

at YD 06L568 was taken under fire from L enemy positions. They returned
fire. A reaction force reached the ambush s also received fire

from the same vicinity. Withdrawing, the area was then peppered with
artillery and 8lmm mortars. The ambush was then reinserted. Results:

1 KTA and 1 WIA.

21 Teb: At 15409, Camp Carroll received 60-65 rounds incoming rockets,
artillery and mortars, resulting in 12 WIA.

22 Feb: Camp Carroll received five incoming 75mm rocket rounds, G/2/l
received five incoming 82mm mortar rounds. At 1700H, a recon team walk-
ed into an enemy base camp, at YD 1375L8, estimated to be company size.

a radio was damasged by small arms fire.
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23 Feb: At 1530H, G/2/L received 8 unidentified rounds incoming resul-
ting in L WIA, An E/2/l, platoon made contact during the day, resulting
in 7 WIA at YD 053555,

25 Feb: Camp Carroll received 2-3 rounds ingoming artillery.

26 Feb: Camp Carroll received 72 rounds incoming artillery.

28 Feb: At 1130H, a combined regional and popular force patrol at YD
093515 made contact with an estimated platoon of VC/NVA resulting in
2 WIA. A%t 122%H, a CH-L6 helicopter was hit by ground fire and ex-
ploded on impact. Gunships were called on station and a reaction
platoon committeds Resnlts: 22 KTA and 1 WIA.

29 Feb: At 1015H, an air strike at YD 099631 resulted in 2 NVA/KIA,
one rocket site destroyed and a large fire. At 1L00H, an observed ar-
tillery mission in the area resulted in 3 WVA/KIA,

1 Mar: 3/9 provided security for Ca Lu, Thon Son Lam and Route #9,
279 and a platoon of 2/L (-) provided security for Camp Carroll, and
culverts and bridges on Route #9. All units conducted ambushes and
patrols.

2 Mar: Camp Carroll received 35-37 rounds of possible 122mm and 130mm
artillery. There were no casualties,

3 Mar: Camp Carroll received 3 rounds of 75mm and 20 rounds of 130mm
artillery with negative casualties. F/2/L at YD 027552 sighted 5 NVA
and commenced small arms fire. They received one incoming grenade re-
sulting in 1 WIA., E/2/9 had 1 WIA from 82mm incoming at YD 089579,

L Mar: Camp Carroll received 7-9 rounds of 130mm and 75mm artillery
resulting in lj WIA. F/2/l; received one round of unidentified incoming
at YD 026561 causing 6 WTA.

6 Mar: BIT 3/1 relieved 2/). G/2/9 at YD 089579 received one 82mm
round resulting in 7 WIA., Fixed wing aircraft destroyed a 50 cal,
machine gun position at YD 052667 killing one NVA, F/2/9 found 2 NVA
bodies 5-6 days old at YD O7L57h. Major forces: 2/9, 3/9 and BLT 3/1.

7 Mar: No significant events.

8 Mar: At 1112H, X/3/9 tripped a surprise explosive device at YD

990L9C causing one KIA and one WIA. F/2/9 received seven incoming
rounds in their positions at YD 077580 causing L WIA. At 1755H, a
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recon team made contact at YD 083526 with 10-12 NVA armed with auto-
matic and semi-automatic weapons resulting in one WIA. As K/3/9
approached a bridge at YD 990249, two claymores detonated resulting

in 1 KIA and 10 WIA. 2/9 (~) conducted a search and destroy operation
gouth of Cam Lo.

9 Mar: At O9L5H, a recon team made contact at YD 084520 resulting
in 2WIA. E/2/9 at YD 033537 was taken under fire by 60-70 NVA. Sub-
sequent artillery fire and fixed wing air strikes resulted in 2 NVA/
KIA. M/3/L tripped a surprise explosive device at YD 137553 causing 3
ZIA. F/2/9 located at YD 07457k received 2 rounds of €2mm resulting in
WIA.

10 Mar: E/2/9 at YD 138536 received 10 rounds of 60mm mortar causing
10 WIE. 3/9 began an operation which was to repair and open Route #9
between Thon Son Lam and Ca Lu. They worked with the 11th Engineers.
At 1130H, a recon team captured an NVA/VC suspect at YD 1L7561.

11 Mar: F/2/9 at YD 072575 found 5 NVA bodies one to two wesks old.
F/279 received ten 82mm rounds in their position at YD 074572 causing
2 WIA. At 1300H, an 1lth Bngineers crane hit a mine resulting in 5
WIA. A recon team at YD 038540 received incoming grenades causing one
WIA.

12 Mar: Route #9 was opened between Ca ILu and Thon Son Lam.

13 Mar: G/2/9 at YD 085579 received three 82mm rounds causing 3 WIA,
At 1620H, a recon team at YD 153539, ambushed NVA, resulting in 2
NVA/KIA and 2 NVA/POW. _

1l Mar: At 1145H, a recon team tripped a surprise explosive device at
YD 00I5hL resulting in L WIA, Camp Carroll received 25-30 rounds of
130mm artillery resulting in 1 KIA and 2 WIA. A recon team picked up
one NVA/POW at YD 05828,

15 Mar: K/3/9 detonated a surprise explosive device at YD 978187
causing 1 WIA, -

16 Mar: At 1600H, Camp Carroll received 130ﬁﬂrincoming artillery re~
sulting in 1 KIA and 7 WIA, .

17 Mar: No significant events.

18 Mar: A recon team received small arms fire at YD 131528 from 5-10
NVA resulting in 1 WIA,
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19 Mar: H/2/9 at YD 0785L6 received one sniper round causing 1 WIA.
K/379 tripped a surprise explosive device at YD 970498 resulting in

7 WIA. A recon team made contact with 10 “WA. An artillery mission
was called resulting in 1 NVA/KTA.

SEGRET

20 Mar: K/3/9 detonated a surprise explosive device at YD 970L79,
causing 2 WIA, -

21 Mar: A recon team at YD 0OTL528, received small arms fire which
caused 1 WIA., Return fire killed 3 NVA., A Marine sniper at YD 071530,
killed 3 WVA,

22 Mar: Two companies of 2/1 were chopped to 3/9 and assumed respon-
51bility for Ca Lu airfield. K/3/1 received sniper fire from YD 041
- 566 resulting in 2 WIA.

23 Mar: 3/1, during a road sweep at YD OL5566, received small arms
fire causing one engineer WIA., 3/9 at YD 002545 received 11 rounds
of 122mm rockets. A 105mm bunker exploded resulting in 1 KIA and 11
WIA. G/2/1 at YD 995495 received two rounds of 82mm mortsr causing 1
WIA,

2 Mar: A recon team observed 70-100 NVA/VC at YD 152522, The team
received small arms fire causing 1 WIA. Their return fire killed one
NVA,

25 Mar: A recon team observed 260 NVA at YD 128533, An artillery mis-
sion was fired for three hours resulting in 25 NVA/KIA and an estimated
100 NVA wounded.

26 Mar: H/2/1, at YD 005476, received two incoming grenades causing 1
WIL, H/2/9 at YD 073542 received 5 small arms sniper rounds resulting
in no casualties., F/2/9 at YD 06L571 received 10=15 rounds of 82mm
mortar resulting in 1 WIA., 2/9 (=) conducted & search and destroy
operation in the southwest portion of the Lith Marines AO.

27 Mars 2/9 at YD 15550 received forty-two 60mm rounds resulting in
9 WIA,

28 Mar: Snipers at YD 073527 observed 75 people moving west. They
moved to YD 07252); for better observation and received 20-30 rounds
of small arms fire. Return fire resulted in one VG/KIA,

29 Mar: F/2/9 at YD 072571 received two 82mm rounds causing 3 WIA,

30 Mart WNo significant events.
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31 Mar: At 1015K, ¥/2/9, at YD 072571, recelved 9 rounds of 107mm roc-
kets causing 1 WTA. At 1110H, they received 3 more rounds of unknown
size with no casualties. G/2/9 at YD 089578, received 3 rounds of in=
coming 107mm rockets cau51ng 1 WIA. T/2/9, while sweeping a road at

YD 0L4LS68, detonated a mine causing 3 WIA.

1 Apr: Of interest, Operation Pegasus hegan at Ca ILu following Route
79 to relieve Khe Sanh. At 1300H, F/2/9, at YD 072571, received Ll
rounds of incoming 82mm mortar causing 11 WIA. At 1500H, an air strike
was directed by an A0 on an active mortar site at YD 066598, There
was one secondary explosion. At 15L5H, F/2/9, at YD 072571, received
13 rounds of £2mm from a suspected NVA position at YD 066592. later,
F/2/9 received still another 16 rounds incoming 82mm mortar.

2 Apr: During the day, 3/1 received 30 incoming 82mm mertar rounds.

3 Apr: At 1310H, 2/9, at YD 076581, found L=6 bunkers, 30-LO chicom
grenades, and 3-l mines. S o

4 Apr: During the day two Splder holes, 2 hut elevated above the
ground and 26 bunkers were found in vicinity YD 147512, Incoming
mortars and rockets totaled 4O rounds fired, principally at F/2/9's
position at YD 079571. A VC base camp was ,fgu:nd, at YD 14751k at 1200H.
NVA were sichted three times during the day by AO's and unit OP's.
Also, at three different times, NVA walked up to company perimeters
and threw grenades. Casualties were 2 WIA. o

5 Apr: A recon team, at YD 047573, was fired upon by automatic weap-
ons at 1605H. Another recon team engaged 3-7 NVA at YD 066561. Re-
sults were 1 KIA, lj WIA and 4 NVA/KIA. At 1800H, 3/1 discovered 13
bunkers, three huts and a 50 ft. tower at YD 14,7522,

_6 Apr: At 1045, E/2/9, during a helicopter insertion, received an
Unknown quantity of incoming 82mm mortar rounds. Results were 12 WIA.
Air strikes, artillery and mortar, counter fire were called as the ine-
coming mortar rounds became heavier. At 15h5H, 2/9 was still receiving
incoming mortar rounds though at a slower rate, so an extraction of
casualties was begun under cover of smoke and suppressive fire. Re=~
sults: 2 KIA, 1 ARVN KIA, and 8 WIA, More supporting missions were
called in at YD 066587 as the incoming ceased. At 2305H, a 3/9 LP at
XD 9695L9 heard movement to the NW. They checked the wire and found
it cut in 12 places.

7 Apr: At 1155H, 1 round incoming in H/2/9's position resulted in 1
KIA and 7 WIA.

8 Apr: At 1130H, air strikes were directed on A/W positions at YD
068628. At 1L50H, air strikes hit bunkers at YD 084598, resulting in
2 NVA/KIA.
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9 Apr: Alr strikes were conducted, at 0830H, against NVA in the open,
at YD 068607, resulting in 3 NVA/KTA. At -1015H, a recon team tripped
a rigged 60mm round at YD 119491. Results: 3 WIA. In the afternoon
air strikes were directed at YD 083599 and YD 075586 resulting in
three secondary explosions,

10 Apr: Camp Carroll, at O700H, received 1 round incoming artillery.
Alr strikes during the day were directed at YD 058639, YD 050636 and
T 050735, resulting in several bunkers destroyed and several secon-
dary explosions.

1l Apr: At 0930H, 3/9 at XD 982545 received sporadic rifle fire from
¥D 033573. 8lmm and 106mm fire were directed on the target. At 1135H,
3/9 at Thon Son Lam received 27 rounds of inconing artillery resulting
in 10 WIA., 2/9, during a cordon and search in the afternoon at 1D
09552l, detained 3 VC/POY and 16 suspects.

12 Apr: The road sweep received sniper fire at O730H, resulting in 1
WIA, Hoth Camp Carroll and 3/9 at Thon Son Lam received incoming ar-
tillery and rockets resulting in 2 WIA.

1L Apr: At O7LSH, 3/9 at YD 071572 found four 75mm rockets and two
Omm rounds,

15 Apr: At 12L47H, 3/9 at Thon Son Lam received 15 rounds incoming 122mm
rockets from YD 930534. Results: 3 WIA. At 1700H, 3 NVA tossed chi-
com's at a recon team at YD 022751, Results: 2 WIA. The recon team
returned fire and called in gunships. Gamp Carroll during the day re-
ceived automatic weapons fire from YD 0685ll.

16 Apr: Camp Carroll received § incoming artillery rounds and two in-
coming grenades during the day. 3/9 at YD 988480 received 9 rounds 122mm
rockets at 1540H, NVA were sighted at YD 208535, YD 209542 and YD 925572.
Artillery fire was called in.

17 Apr: 3/9 received 18 rounds of estimated 122mm rockets from ¥D 895519
at 1322H. Results: 1 WIA. They returned fire with artillery, 106mm %R,
tanks and 81lmm mortars.

18 Apr: At 1600H, an airstrike was run at YD 076485, resulting in 2
secondary explosions, ‘

19 Apr: At 1830H,2 squad from G/2/9 was fired upon by an estimated two
NVA platcons, while checking for anti-personnel mines on Bridge 28, at
XD 956128, The NVA fire came from both sides of the river, but prin-
cipally, from what later was known to be a reinforced bunker complex at
XD 960433, L/3/1 nearby helped evacuate casualties, When two tanks
and 2/G arrived at 1000H, the NVA increased their attack with extremely
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heavy, S/A, AM, and sniper, mortar and RPG fire. Counter airstrikes,
artillery and mortar fire were called in immediately. At 1200H, 3=5
trucks, traveling from Khe Sanh, were disabled as they tried to cross
Bridge 28, At this time there were 1l KIA, 67 WIA, and & NVA/KIA,

At 18158, I/3/1 incurred 9 WIA from incoming mortars at XD 967432,

At 2200H, three tanks, two dusters and 1/G arrived to reinforce those
units trying to retrieve casualties from Bridge 28. 3/G arrived and
began an attack on the bunker complex at XD 960433. under light pro-
vided by flare ships. As the attack continued, 3/G received extremely
heavy fire. 1/CG and 3/1, enroute to reinforce 3/G and &vacuate their
casualties, sustained an additional 6 KIA and L) WIA., 2/26 assumed
defense of Camp Carroll. Major forees: 2/9, 3/9, 3/1 and 2/26.

20 Apr: At O720H a G/2/9 fire team sent to the high ground at XD
9561129, to search for MIA's and act as an OP, received heavy fire and
withdrew under suppressive tank fire., Results: 2 WIA. At 0900H, a
platoon was sent to the area and also received heavy fire. ‘Results:
5 WIA. At 1605H, a tank was disabled by a command detonated mine,
after crossing Bridge 28. M/3/1, during the day, manuevered through
dense terrain toward the bunker complex at XD 957L430. Approaching
darkness caused "M" Company to set in at XD 956,32,

2l Apr: At O600H, prep fires of the objective at XD 956130 commenced,
followed by G/2/9 moving into position at XD 957429, to act as a base

of fire. M/3/1 again began to sweep toward its objective. At 0720H,
G/2/9 received heavy, A/ fire. M/3/1, during the day, crossed the bridge
;ﬁw§£ 956428 with the assistance of a smoke screen. Results: 1 KTA and

22 Apr: At 0055H, M/3/1 fired at 1 NVA probing their lines. Results:

1 NVA/KIA, At OSBOH, G/2/9 at XD 958482 heard movement and threw 1 grenade.
Results: 1 NVA/MIA (POW), By 1030H, G/2/9 and M/3/1 had swept the bunker
complex at YD 958480, resulting in numerous weapons and mmitions cap~-
tured, and 6 NVA/KIA. At 1615H, 5 Y¥/3/1 platoon at XD 952498 received

6 rounds, incoming mortar, resulting in b WIA. At 1945H, M/3/1 at XD 952
L2l found an R¥G rocket launcher and 3 NVA/KTA. Several weapons were
captured. At 1630H, 2/26 at YD 089576 found 55 NVA/KIA in one grave, to-
gether with assorted documents. At 2115H, a 3/1 ambush at XD 967432 in-
gt&§2ed contact. Withdrawing they received 3 chicom grenades. Results:

23 Apr: During the day, a road sweep uncovered several mines and claymores
rigged for detonation. At 1930H, I/3/1 at XD 956L28 received 15-20 incoming
82mm rounds. -

24 Apr: Two anti-tank mines were found on the road at XD 976135,

25 Apr: At 0B830H, H/2/26 received sniper fire at YD 099525, They re-

turned fire., At 1105H, 2/9, at YD 006861, received one incoming recoilw
less rifle round. -
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26 Apr: M/3/1 heard movement around their lines, at XD 966430, and threw
two grenades which caused one secondary explosion. Results: 2 WIA, At
0930H, Ca Lu received 5-7 incoming, 107mm rocket rounds resulting in L
WIA. At 1022H, Camp Carroll received 5-7 incoming 130mm roundq resulting
in 5 WIA. At 2115H, L/3/1 at XD 967432 initiated an ambush. While with-
drawing toward their perimeter, they received 3 chicom grenades, resulting
in 2 WIA. At 1228H, M/3/1, at XD 956429, received two unidentified short
rounds., Results: 1 KTA and L WIA, At 1830H, M/3/1 and G/2/9 combined to
sweep the area, encountering RPG, MG, and 82mm mortar fire. Results: 3
WIA and 13 NVA/KTIA. Between 1035H and 11L0H, Ca Lu and LZ Stud received 16
incoming rockets.

27 Apr: At 0930H, 3/9 at XD 969743 found elephant tracks approximately

2 weeks old. At 1030H, M/3/1 at XD 955428, with a section of B Company,
3rd Tanks, captured 1 NVA/POW and found 2 NVA/KIA, At 1611H, Camp Carroll
received between forty and fifty 130mm rockets from YD 069635. One rocke
et exploded a fuel dump. Results were 2 WIA, Counter artillery was
fired, '

28 Apr: At 0623H, Camp Carroll received 7 incoming artillery rounds. At

093%H, F/2/6, at YD 068553, called in artillery on an observed bunker re-
sulting in 1 NVA/KTA. 1I/3/1, on patrol during the morning, while approaching
a bunker complex, was hit by command detonated mines, S/A, A/W, chicom grenades
and 60mm mortar fire at XD 956447. The unit returned fire using UH-1E.
gunships in support. Contact was broken at 1230H] Results were 3 KIA,

1) WIA and 1 NVA/KTA. At 1130H, Camp Carroll received 2 rounds of 75mm
artillery. During the day 2/26 found 13 NVA/KIA at YD 072575,

29 Apr: At 1000H, I/3/1 at YD 963445l received 4O rounds of 60mm and 82mm
mortars. The Company called in supporting fire then assaulted 10 NVA in
foxholes, Results: 1 KTA, 3 WIA, and L NVA/KIA., The company later
found a light machine gun, 60mm mortars and other ordnance. At 1600H, L/3/1,
at YD 953455; was ambushed by claymore mines, .50 caliber fire, A/W and
chicom grenades. Results: 5 WIA. Counter artillery resulted in 2 NVA/KIA.

30 Apr: At O755H, an I/3/1 patrol, at XD 952153, made conbact with an
unknown size WNVA force. Pulling back to call in artillery they received
60mm mortar fire causing 2 WIA. A subsequent TPQ resulted in a 60mm mor-
tar destroyed, one large secondary explosion, and 7 NVA/XKTA. A huey gun-
ship pilot in support was wounded. At 1830H, Camp Carroll received 2

rounds of 130mm artillery. Counter artillery was fired.

1 May: Between 1100H and 1530H, 1/3/1 at XD 954,51 received 25 artillery
and rocket rounds. At 1LOOH, an AO reported 2 NVA digging fighting holes
at XD 963418. He called in an artillery mission causing 1 NVA/KIA, At
1613H, 3/1 at YD 974L36 discovered a turmel 25 feet long with a room at
the end 8'x5'xL's At 1530H, 3/1 saw 3 NVA standing in a stream at XD
ouLli28, 60mm and 8lmm mortar missions were fired.
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> May: At 1110H, a 3/1 patrol at XD 955430, discovered 2 NVA/KIA.
A% I805H, Camp Carroll received 3 rounds artillery causing 12 WIA.

SECRET

3 May: At 06454, 3/1 at XD 997LL8 was hit by 6 incoming mortar rounds.
At 1115H, Camp Carroll received six 82mm mortar rounds. Results: L, WIA,
Meanwhile, H/2/26 at YD O7L457L received twenty rounds resulting in L WIA.
Counter mortar and artillery were fired at YD 0665E9.

Ly May: At OB20H, an AQ observed NVA at YD 0666, A subsequent artillery
Fission resulted in 1y NVA/KIA. UH=1E gunships also fired at YO 0667 causing
o NVA/KIA. At 1323H, Camp Carroll received 2 incoming 75mm rounds. At
1915H, an AO directed air strikes on rocket positions at 1D 060661, result-
ing in 6 rocket launchers destroyed, one secondary explosion and 2 NVA/KIA.

5 May: At 0830H, H/2/26 at YD 073574, received three 82mm rounds from
vicinity YD 061592, resulting in 3 WIA, At 18L5H, air strikes were called
in by an A0 on rocket sites and bunkers at YD 065625. While making the
runs, the aircraft received automatic weapons fire. Results: 1 NVA/KIA.

6 May: £t O7LOH, I/3/1, while sweeping in vicinity XD 9851429, saw 2
WVA just above the road. The 2 NVA detonated three claymore mines, threw
two chicom grenades and fled. Return fire and a search of the area produced
negative results, There were 3 WIA incurred. Ca ILu had unidentified
incoming at 1OOOH resulting in 1 KIA and 8 WIA., Camp Carroll received
two incoming artillery rounds at 104SH causing 1 WIA. From 10LSH to 1525H,
3 air strikes at vicinity YD 063628 resulted in 25 bunkers destroyed,
several secondary explosions and 2 NVA/KIA. At 1300H, a helicopter blew
burning trash along a slope at YD 965L30, causing an unknown type of ord-
nance. to explode. Results: 5 WIA, A short 105mm round hit YD 14419,
at 174SH, causing 1 WIA, i

7 May: Between 1140H and 1200H, air strikes were directed against a
suspected enemy camp site at XD 925518 and suspected rocket sites at XD
915532, Results: 3 NVA/KIA.

8 May: At 1310H, Ca Lu had 8 WIA from 12 incoming 107mm rockets fired
from XD 952472 and XD 957470,

9 May: At OLOOH, one KIA and one WIA from 3/1 were caused by a premature
detonation of a grenade at XD 954429, At 1100H, a recon team discovered
an NVA/VC campsite at YD 055353. The team detained 15 persons (men, women,
and children) and found two sets of NVA utilities, ane U.S. blanket and
one U.S. canteen. The detainees were extracted. A second air strike was
directed at 1710H against a bunker complex at YD 053627, Camp Carroll
received two incoming 130mm artillery rounds at 1805H. A Popular Forces/
Regional Forces unit at 1845H reported an NVA location at YD 108520. An
artillery mission was called. At 20L5H, a recon team reported observing
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1/12 fired artillery resulting in six secondary explosions.
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10 May: At 0630H, Camp Carroll was hit by 2 rounds 75mm artillery. Re-
Suits: 1 WIA. The regular engineer mine sweep, abt 0710H, discovered

100 pounds of explosives under a culvert at YD 077571, set for command
detonation. At 0930H, Camp Carroll received another two rounds of 7 5
artillery. At 1630H, recon fired an artillery mission at four NVA hiding
in a shelter at XD 950540. Resnlts were 1 NVA/KTA and two secondary ex-
plosions. At 2000H, a Regional and Popular Force unit at D=5 (YD 09451k)
received incoming 82mm and automatic weapons fire. Counter artillery was
fired in support. '

11 May: The road sweep, at 0820H, received 30-L4O rounds £2mm mortar re=-

sulting in 8 WIA., Artillery snd mortar counter fire were called. A%

0840H, 3 WIA were caused by fourteen, incoming 107rm and 122mm rockets )
from ¥D 919537. Counter fire included 106mm, artillery and LOmm. At
0955H, Ca Im had six rounds incoming 107mm rockets. A counter mission
was fired. Between 1200H and 150CH, air strikes were directed at XD G5 3=
1475, XD 95LL7) and YD ' 058632. Results were one rocket site destroyed

one rocket lanncher burning, ten bunkers damaged, 2 secondary explosions
and 1 NVA/KIA.

12 May: At O9LSH, artillery was called in by an air observer on 3 rocket
Sites at YD 9h9L69, causing 1 NVA/KIA,

13 May: At O8COH, a recon team trying to locate a previously, killed
recon Marine, received fire at YD 066559l resulting in 2 KIA and 2 WIA.
At 1030H, a 30 man recon reaction force also was fired upon. Results:
1 WIA, At 1030H, an 11th Engineer bulldozer at XD 985LL0 hit a small
frag mine. Results: 2 WIA, Between 1120H and 1L30H, Camp Carroll re-
ceived 9 rounds incoming, resulting in 2 WIA. Twe Ch-L6's were also
damaged. At 1710H, a UH-3L was shot down at YD 12554l and burned.

1) May: The morning road sweep hit a mine resulting in 1 WIA. At 1300H,
3 recon unit called in artillery on 3 NVA at YD 355060. @amp Carroll
received four incoming rounds at 1350H. IZ Stud at 1410H received one
incoming artillery round. At 2035H, Regional and Popular Forces recelived
3 incoming 82mm rounds at YD 09451h. Counter artillery was fired at YD
088512, At 2205H, 3/1 at YD 952128 received 3 rounds incoming artillery.

15 May: At 1000H, a platoon of 3/1 took NVA under fire at XD 968489.
Only a bloody pack was found at the site. At 1130H, 3/1 at XD 955429
received l; incoming RPG rounds from XD 956131,

16 May: At 0825H, a command detonated mine exploded along Ropte #9 re-
suiting in 1 KTA and 1 WIA. At O910H, 3/1 received 1 sniper:round re-
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sulting in 1 WIA. At 1100H, a 3/1 patrol at XU 055L3L received fire Ffrom
two to four NVA. There was L KIA and 1 WIA. Artillery and air strikes
were directed at XD G55L39. At 1202H, Camp Carroll received two incoming
75mm rounds resulting in 2 WIA, Air strikes were directed on a bunker
cormplex at YD 05858l at 17009, and at 1345H, directed at bunker and rocket
positions at YD 0666. At 22l45H, a 2/9 squad exchanged S/A fire with NyA
at YD 00S470. Gunships and a flare ship arrived at 1155M. Several artil-
lery and mortar missions were called in on the various NVA sighted running
away. :

17 May: At OBOOH, Lith Marine snipers at YD O5LL35 recelved small arms
Tire while on patrol. Counter mortar fire was called in. At 0915H,

3 NVA at XD 953422 were fired at with mortars. At 0930H, a 3/1 patrol
received and returned fire at XD 96LLLL5S. A check of the area revealed
1 NVA/KTA. Two air strikes were run between 1020H and 1045H at YD 069~
593 and XD 9660. At 1135H, recon observed 1 NVA at XD 97hli15 and called
in artillery. At 1530H, an air observer called in an air strike of

ten 20001b bombs at YD 066L53. At 1800H, air strikes were directed by
an air observer at YD 093),86 resulting in-1 NVA/KIA. At 1810H, 2/9

at Ca Lu sighted a wooden platfdrm atop a ridgeline at 1D 033462, Blmm
and twin LOmm fire destroyed the tower. i

18 May: At 0930H, vehicles on Route #9 at XD 077435 received sniper fire
Tesulting in 2 WIA. At 1000H, a recon team was hit by mortar and rifle
fire at ID 882512. Supported by an AO and gunship, the team was extracted.
Results: 3 KIA, 3 WIA and 1 MIA. At 120CH, a 2/86 patrol at YD 099600
received || rounds incoming 82mm. At 1330Hy the patrol commenced crossing
the river (YD 098596) and received both 82mm and semi-automatic rifle fire.
Two marines were swept downstream as a base of fire was being set up. Ar=
tillery was called in at YD 092598. Results: 2 WIA and 2 MIA (later
found to be 2 KIA). At 1330H, a 3/1 patrol while checking a bunker complex
at XD 977LL8 received automatic weapons fire 'resulting in 2 WIA. The
patrol pulled back and preped the area with 81lmm mortar fire. Returning,
they were fired on again. Results: 6 WIA, They pulled back a second
time and called in artillery. At 20158, a 2/26 patrol suffered 2 WIA from
an engagement with L NVA at YD 098587,

19 May: A recon team at 1300H called in artillery on 2 NVA and a mortar
position at YD 085599. Results: 1 WVA/KIA, Counter artillery was fired
at 1L10H, at YD 090598, resulting in L secondary explosions. Camp Carroll
received one incoming round at 1LLOH. At 1530H, 3/1 patrol found a bate
talion size camp site and bunker complex at XD 959LL2. Sixty-six mortar
and 13 RPG rounds were found.

20 May: At OBLSH, twenty-one VG suspects were apprehended during a two=
company ambush and cordon operation around YD ol1l)y5. Assorted medical
supplies were also found. At 1100H, a RF/PF patrol was hit by a command
detonated claymore mine resulting in ly KTA and L4 WIA. Camp Carroll had
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incoming at 1525H, Another claymore mine was detonated at XD 968LL5
resulting in 5 WIA t¢ 3/1. ,

21 May: At 12L5H, a platoon from 3/1 at XD 956LL8 called in artillery
Tire on an apparent NVA bunker. When the artillery prep terminated, the
platoon began receiving RPG and automatic weapons fire from the bunker.
Artillery fires were again called in and adjusted by an air observer over-
head. Twenty NVA were sighted scattering. A search of the area revealed
assorted medical gear and gas masks. Results were 2 WIA. At 1620H, a
recon team at YD 067413 exchanged fire with 10 NVA, Results: 2 WIA and
ly NVA/KIA. At 1L10H, a second recon team at YD 066416 called in artillery
fire. One short round resulted in 2 WIA. Sighting of NVA were made by
three other recon teams at approximately 1850H in the area of XD 992513.
Fire missions were called in.

22 May: Camp Carroll received approximately L0 rounds of incoming artillery
during the morning resulting in 6 WIA. Between 1500H-1800H, air strikes
were called in by 3/1 on an NVA force firing RPG's from Hill 512, vicinity
XD 955450, Artillery and mortar fire were also called in. X/3/1, as they
moved toward Hill 512, encountered auntomatic weapons and RPG fire. An
assault on the hill resulted in 11 WIA, 3 NVA/KIA, one light machine gun
captured and 2 IWC.

23 May: From 0630H to 093CH, Kilo Company 3/1 at XD 954151 received 50
rounds of 60mm mortar from XD 946LL8. Results: 5 WIA, Artillery and
air strikes were called in on the target. At 1250H, 2/26 snipers sighted
..50=60 NVA with packs at YD 051525. At 16li5H, artillery was called in.
Kil& Company 3/1 while on patrol received automatic weapon and RPG fire.
Two claymores were also detonated. There were no casualties., Artillery
was called in at XD 9618, As 3/1 moved toward XD 955L50, sniper fire
resulted in 1 WIA, Artillery fire again was called in. ‘

2ly May: Camp Carroll received several incoming artillery rounds at 1LLSH,
resulting in 2 WIA. Counter artillery fired at YD 027597 and YD 037592
resulted in 7 secondary explosions. At 2000H, 2/26 found 5 NVA/KIA at
YD 082575, amid 4O fighting holes. NVA were sighted three times between
20LOH and 2250H, and fire missions called in.

25 May: At O600H, a 3/1 patrol found 1 NVA/KIA and documents at XD 95l
Ii51. At 1100H, artillery fire was called in by an AO on YD 030591 re-.
sulting in 1 NVA/KTA, At 1322H, Camp Carroll received four rounds incoming
artillery. At 1LOOH, a 3/1 patrol exchanged fire with 5-6 NVA in a bun-
ker complex at XD 958.58. Results: 3 NVA/KIA. Documents were also found.
From 2025H to 22D0H, lights were observed at XD 950545 and YD 029239.
Artillery fire was adjusted on both locations. TASK FORCE HOTEL ASSUMFD

LANCASTER IT AO.

26 May: At 05534, the muzzle blast from 175mm artillery at Thon Son Lam
ignited powder causing a fire which destroyed the artillery piece.and result=

ed| in 11 WIA. Camp Carroll at 0905H received S rounds, incoming 75mm attil-
lery, resulting in 5 WIA. Artillery missions fired from Camp Carroll at

35 SECRET

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

SECRET - T

15308 resulted in 1 NVA/KIA at XD 952462, At 1600H, a 3/1 patrol was am-
bushed at XD 053454 by an unknown force using claymore mines. Artillery
and mortar fire were called in. Results: L KIA and 3 WIA.

27 May: At 1300H, a 3/1 Merine at XD 943423, while disembarking from

a vehicle, detonated an unknown explosive device. Results were 3 KIA and
12 WIA., Camp Carroll sighted lights at 22004 at YD 02L4594. An artillery
mission resulted in one secondary explosion. 2/26 was relieved by 1/h.
Forces: 2/9, 3/9, 1/l and 3/1. NTH MARINES ASSUMED LANCASTRR IT AQ UD71
CRPOT T LSS R0 HOTE L.

28 May: No significant eventse

29 May: At O94SH, a 1/l patrol exchanged fire with 2 NVA, As 8lmm
mortars were called in, 11 NVA fled to the north from YD 081586, At
1210H, 3/9 at 989557 received 6 unidentified rounds incoming. At 1250H,
Carp Carroll received 6 rounds incoming artillery. Counter artillery was
fired, , o

30 May: At 1015H, a 3/1 patrol found 1l bunkers at YD 7558. At 1215H,

a 3/1 patrol found 1 NVA/KIA at XD 964LL5. A mine detonated at 1LOOH, at
YD 065570, resulted in 1 WIA. 3/9 chopped out of AO., Forces: 2/9, 1/L
and 3/1. — »

31 May: 2/li, chopped to lith Marines, set in at LZ Stud. At 0035H, 1/L
at YD 89578 received 2 rounds incoming 82mm and semi-automatic fire from
D 09258, They returned fire. At 1050H, 3/1 sustained 3 KIA and 2 WIA
when a command detonated mine and automatic weapon fired om a platoon.
At 1500H, the platoon was receiving incoming 60mm rounds and at 1600H it
was receiving incoming 82mm rounds. Counter mortar and artillery were

conducted by an AO above the site. At 1900H, another NVA mortar attack
commenced as the platoon engaged several NVA in reinforced bunkers at XD
957&5). Results were 6 KIA and 28 WIA, Major forces: 2/9, 1/h, 2/L and
3/1. :

1 Jun: At OL30H, M/3/1 at XD 961L51 received incoming artillery which
resulted in 1 KIA and 1 WIA. At 1L01H, Camp Carroll received twenty in-
coming 122mm rockets. Results: 1 WIA.

2 Jun: At 1355H, ¥/2/9 at XD 955151 received 52 rounds 1ncom1n%N6
and 62mm mortar. There were no casualties. was chopped OFCON out of
the A0. Forces available: 2/9, 2/L and 3/1.

3 Jun: At 0900U, the Route #9 road sweep at YD 062582 received 12
rounds 60mm mortar fired from YD 0h0585. Resultss 3 WIA. At 11074, a
squad from 2/9 at YD 96145L was fired upon by LI to 6 NVA. After 11 WIA
were evacuated, artillery fire was called in., 1/9 relieved 3/1. Major
forces: 1/9, 2/9 and 2/k.

5 Jun: At O955H, twenty NVA were sighted by an AO at YD 069583. Artil-
Tery strikes resulted in 13 NVA/KIA. At 1L00H, the bridge at YD 977435
was blown. The explosion resulted in 2 KIA and 5 WIA., At 1515H, a Lth
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Marine's convoy received two sniper»rounds resulting in 1 WIA.

6 Jun: At 0115H, 2/9 observed movement outside their perimeter at YD
OOLLSLi. They threw one grenade and were immediately fired upon in re=-
turn. Results: 1 WIA. At 1240H, a USA UH=-1E gunship crashed at YD
OLLk4Sl, resulting in 1 KTA and 3 WIA. 9TH MARINES ASSUMED RESPONSIBILITY
FOR LANCASTERiII AO.

7 Jun: Between 1500H and 1700H, LZ Stud received approximately 35 unknown
artillery rounds which exploded fcur ammo dumpse. Results: 10 WIA. At
1745H, a UH-3L helicopter crashed at ¥D 011h51.

& Jun: At 0715H, a recon team at YD 952523, sighting several NVA, called
in a fire mission which resulted in 3 NVA/KIA,

9 Jun: At 1045H, two Seabee trucks burned from a mine explosion on Route
#9 at YD 058567. No Casualties.

12 Jun: At 0820H, the regular road sweep at YD 064570 exploded 2 mine.
Results: 3 WIA,

13 Jun: 3 WIA's resulted when one round friendly artillery landed
inside 1/9's perimeter at YD O7L57ke

1 Jun: 2/} to Scotland AO. Forces: 1/9 and 2/9.

15 Jun: At O750H, the Route # 9 road sweep at XD 92543l was ambushed on
both sides of the road, 7Tt received semi and automatic rifle fire plus
sustaining several claymore mine blasts. Results: L KIA's and |, WIA.

At 08l2H, F/2/9 made contact with an estimated 15-20 NVA in bunkers and
fighting holes at YD 956L5L. Mortars, artillery and air support followed.
Results: 1 KIA, 6 WIA and 1 NVA/KIA. At 1030H, 2/9 at XD 956447 received
eight rounds SZmm mortar. Counter artillery was fired at XD 965L6L. A
recon team called artillery fire in on L4 NVA at YD 022497 resulting in

4 NVA/KIA, -

17 Jun: 1/3 chooped to 9th Marines. Forces: 1/9, 2/9 and 1/3.

18 Jun: Camp Carroll received 3 rounds incoming 75mm artillery. Counter
artillery fired at YD 072512.

20 Jun: Camp Carroll received 3 rounds incoming 75mm artillery.

21 Jun: 1/9 a2t up cordon around Thon Doc Kinh. A RF/PF search of the
village yielded 20 civilian without ID cards and 47 VC suspects. At
1945H, psychological operations in the cordon area were started by telling
villagers that Marines would do them no harm. A reward system for VC per-
sonnel reported, and weapons and equipment turned in, was established.
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At 2000H, a 1/9 Marine tripped sn explosive device, resulting in 1 WIA.

SECRET

22 Juns At 0220H, 1/9 observed 6 persons moving away from the villaga,
They engaged the personmel with semi-automatic fire. One NVA was killed.
Algo one female NVA nurse, 1 AK~47, medical supplies and several documents
were captured. At 0630H, 1/9 heard movement in fromt of their lines.

An M-26 gremade was thrown resulting in 1 NVA/KIA. At 1245H, a truck at
YD 060559 received several incoming Chicoms and S/A fire. Results: 3
WIA. During the day 1/9 held a MEDCAP for over 300 villagers.

23 Juns The cordon operation was moved to Ton Ban Son. At 1530H, =
detziled search was commenced by 1/9 together with popular and regional
forces, A MEDCAP program was held during the day for over 100 villagers.
At 2000H, a Marine tripped a surprise explosive device, resulting in

1 WIA.

o4 Jun: At 1052H, 1 WIA resulted when g Marine tripped a booby-trapped
Omm mortar round., At 1%37H, a recon team was taken under fire at YD
969580 resulting in 1 WIA.

26 Jun: At 0930H, Camp Carroll received 1 round 75mm pack howitzer. At
1600H, a vehicle on a convoy hit a mine, Resultss 1 WIA. 1/4 relieved
1/3. Major forcess 1/9, 2/9 and 1/4.

27 Jung At 1710H, Camp Carroll received 2 rounds of estimated 75mm pack
howitzer.

28 Jun: At 1745H, B/1/9 found a camouflaged cave at YD 118537, Ingide
the cave were two bikes, 1 Chicom grenade and several documents.

29 Jun: At 1120H, Camp Carroll received 1 round believed to be 75mm pack
howitzer. Counter artillery was fired. At 1200H, a Route #9 convoy, at

YD 065574, received approximately 10-20 rounds of 82mm mortar, resulting

in 1 WIA. TAiSK FORCE HOTEL/4TH MARINES ASSUMED LANCASTER II AO.

?g Jun: Camp Carroll received 4 rounds of suspected 75mm pack howitzer
rom g direction of 5800 milg batween 0530H and 094CH. Counter battery
fire was called.

1 Jult At O005H, a B/1/9 ambush at XD 117528 sustained 5 WIA from
incoming mortar rounds. Initiating an ambush at 0100H, a unit from
B/1/9 checked the area the following morning, at 0630H, and sighted

2 VC hiding in the bushes. One VC was wounded and captured, the other
escaped. A large amount of equipment was found. At 1730H, a B/1/9
patrol at YD 119513 took 3 NVA under fire. Results: 1 NVA/EIA and
saveral documenta found.

2 Jul: At 0350H, G/2/4 at XD 956464 found an 82mm mortar pit and 10
rounds 82mm, At 1130H, G/2/4 at XD 956463 received geveral incoming Chie-
com grenades. They returneé fire. Results: 2 NVA/KIA. At 2130H, Camp
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Carroll received two incoming sniper rounds from 100 meters outside the
perimetar at YD 055584, Counter artillery Was fired. At 2200H, A/1/9
at YD 982581 received S/A fire from vicinity XD 984532.

3 Jul: WNo significant events.

L Jul: From O7L5H to 0930H, Camp Carroll Teceived 6 rounds 75mm pack
Fowitzer from an unknown position. Results: L WIA. At 1700H, A/1/9,

at vicinity XD 982531, called a fire mission on 6 NVA in the open, resulb-
ing in 2 NVA/KIA,

5 Jul: At 1130H, H/2/L at YD 196847 received 23 rounds 82mm mortar as
a helicopter approached. Results: 1 WIA.

6 Jul: At 1100H, 1/ commenced a helilift froem LZ Mike to LZ Stud. The
1ift was completed at 1130H. At 1230H, H/2/l commenced a 1lift to XD
873429, At 1130H, M/3/), and "B" coamand group lifted to LZ Mike. At
2025H, 1/9, at the Rockpile, observed blinking lights believed to be some

vpe of signal at XD 986566 and XD 965567. A 90mm mission was fired.
The lights went out. 2/9 chopped out of A0, Major forces: 1/} and

1/9.
7 Jul: 1/9 chopped out of A0, Major force unit: 1/L.

8 Jul: At O845H, =2 recon team while being inserted at XD 952593, obser-
ved 2 NVA and fired on them. There were 2 NVA/KIA,

_9 Jdul: At O710H, an air observer adjusted two flights of fixed wing air
strikes, destroying 8 enemy bunkers at XD 866378 and 15 enemy bunkers at
XD 868378. At 0830H, K/3/L, at XD 879381, received eleven incoming 82mm
mortar rounds from XD 879371 and XD 860367. At 08304, an air observer ad-
Justed air strikes on XD 879371, destroying L bunkers and 5 fighting holes.
1/3 chopped to Lth Marines. Major force units: 1/3 and 1/L,

10 Jul: At 1000H, a recon team came under heavy semi-automatic fire from
an estimated 15-30 NVA wearing green utilities and hard hats. There were
negative casualties. At 1715H, 2 second recon team at XD 96353l made con-
tact with 20-25 NVA/VC resultlng in 3 NVA/KI TASK [FORCE HOTEL ASSTMED

OPERATICNAL CONTRNT, OF LANCASTER IT AO. 2/3 moved into AO. Major forces
in AO: 1/3, 2/3 and 1/k.

12 Jul: At 0900H, the 3rd Marines began saturation of Route #9 with OP's
and other blocking positions in conjunction with a 9th Marine operation

in their AO, to stop infiltration across Route #9. At 0900H, M/3/3 moved
by helo to LZ Shepherd. At 1225H, I/3/3 at YD 074576 took 30 rounds 60mm

~mortar fire from YD 062592, resulting in L WTA, An artillery mission sils

enced the niortars. At 1800H, I/3/3 at YD 074576 found one 82mm mortar
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tube with bipod and base, one M-16, one L5 ecal. pistol, 1 IAAW, eleven M-26
grenades, one CS grenade, 25 Chicom prenades, two smoke grenades, 1 P70~
93 radio, 1 PRC-25 radio, ten 82mm rounds, three hundred M-16 magazines,
and 15 AK-l7 magazines. At 1920H, a recon team at XD 967616 sighted 2
NVA in a treeline at XD $58607. An artillery mission resulted in 3 NVA/

KIA. 3/3 relieved 1/h. Major forces available: 1/3, 23 and 3/3.

13 Jul: At 1230H, a unit from 3/3 at YD 08853l found 7 bunkers, dssorted
782 zear, 13 chicoms, ninety- two 82mm rounds, 300 AX=l7 reunds, 20 cans
increments, 82mm and several RPG rounds. . T ]
1, Jul: At O75°H, an AO sighted L NVA on motor cycles at XD 970750,
Tosulfs of AO taking them under fire: L “VA/KIA, At OBOOH, M/3/3
helilifted to Camp Carroll. Several artillery and mortars missions

were called in during the morning on WVA sighted in the open. At 161,54,
K/3/3 at YD 057588 found 75 bunkers used within two weeks. Also captured

were 100 rounds 82mm, 35 frag grenades, 35 AK-L7 rifles grenades, increments

and fures, shovels and picks, 10 RPG rounds, 5800 rounds 7.62mm, 500 rounds
.30 cal, link ammo, 100 chicom grenades, 3 NVA water cans, 2 NVA gas masks,
ly cooking pots and 500 pounds of rice.

17 Jul: TANCASTTR JULY ACTTON COMIFNCED. D-Day had been 16 July, exten-
ded 1 day for ire Lishts waich never were received.)Six Battalions attack-
ed the northern portion of Lancaster IT AO on D Day.

1. 3/9 was helilifted into LZ Sparrow YD 0606660.

2. 2/9 was helilifted.into LZ Wren YD 050650,

3. 1/9 walked into a blocking position vieinity YD 095650.

L. 1st and 3rd Battalions 2d ARVY moved by foot into viecinity XD
932537 and XD 952577. , .

5. 2/3 was helilifted into 1.Z Falcon YD 0376L1.

At O7LSH, 3/9 com leted their helilift into L2 Sparrew. K/3/9 at
1105H in the vicinity of YD 045656, made contact with an estimated WVA
company. Initially they received heavy S/A fire and 45 rounds of 60mm
mortars. They returned fire with organic weapons, artillery and called
in air strikes. Other elements of 3/9 moved up and were engaged at 1115H;
heavy contact continued until 1500H, then subsided. Results of the contact
were 38 NVA/KTA. Friendly losses were 7 KIA and 28 WIA. B/1/9, vicinity
of YD 087650, at 1410H, received 10 rounds of 82mm mortars resulting in
1 WIA, the company commander. Then at 17224, vicinity YD 090645, B/1/9
received 7 rounds 82mm mortar resulting in 3 KIA and 8 WTA. A/1/9, at
}thHﬁIXicinity of YD 0€7650, received four €2mm mortar rounds resulting
in . o T T

) A'recon.team (Alexander) acting as pathfinders for the 2d Bn,3rd
Marines was inserted in Lz Falcon., At 1142H, at YD 0356L0, they made
contact with an estimated 15-20 NVA and received S/A fire, grenades

Lo
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L Recon killed 10 NVA, and sustained L WIA. Air strikes by A-lfts
and F=I's from MAC 11 and 12 killed an additional 11 NVA. 2/3 continued
with their plan to land at LZ Falcon and weré all in the 1Z at 1500H.

The companies moved out to the west and at 19004, E/2/3, vicinity D

022639, received 20 rounds of 60mm mortars resulting in 2 ¥IA and 1 WIA.

L hour for 2/3 had been delayed in order t'o make extra preps. The 2nd

ARVN Regiment made no contact for the day.

18 Jul: Contacts were light for Third Marines, and Ninth Marines re~
ported no contacts. At 1010H, 1/3 helilifted into its alternate LZ,
Crowy since LZ Gull was not considered ready. An NVA FO was sighted
by elements of G/2/3 at 1530H, vicinity of ¥D 02L46LE. The NVA was
killed by a sniper team with the company. At 1735H, M/3/9, in the vi-
cinity of YD 046656, found 601bs of TNT, five TH-10 mines and 13 NVA/
KTA. 3rd Marines moved K/3/3 (rein) into LZ Cardinal, at 13L5H, to

establish a foothold #'2r future operations in the vest.

19 Jul: Yo contact was reported for this day as the units continued

a search of their ZOA. 3/3 (-) was helilifted into LZ Buzzard at 0930H.
At 10004, F/2/9, at YD 054679, found 1l graves with one NVA in sach.

The bodies were badly decomposed. At 1230H, D/1/3, in the vieinity of
YD 015616, found 1 NVA skeleton. At 1630H, K/3/9 at YD 14265k, found
another NVA body. At 18301, I/3/3, in the vicinity of YD 028599, found
6 bunkers, one having a false bottom, parts for a 75mm pack howitzer,
one elevation mechanism, 2 wheels, L batteries and one pair of Russian
field glasses (8x30) with case. Then at 1913H, L/3/9, in the vicinity
of YD 0386L9, found 8 graves with 2 NVA bodies in each. '

20 Jul: At OCOOH, I/3/9, vicinity of YD 042655, found 3 NVA bodies at

YD 070653 and received 15 rounds of 82mm mortars, resulting in 1 KTA and

1 W'A, both Kit Carson Scouts. At 1000H, vicinity of YD 027602, 1/3/3

found two disassembled 75mm pack howitzers and 26 rounds. D/1/3 at 1200H,
vicinity of YO 016613, found 1 SKS rifle and the remains of one NVA. H/2/3,
vieinity of YD 0056L5, sighted 11 NVA in the open and fired an artillery
mission resulting in 6 VVA/KIA. The lack of enough AQ's was now very evident.
At 1130H, G/2/9 in the vicinity of YD 0536f7 engaged an estimated NVA com-
pany in bunkers. The lead platoon of C/2/9 made contact and was pinned

down by an enemy force that maneuvered to the west and brought fire to

bear on the platoon., Friendly and enemy forces were in such close proximity,
supporting arms cculd not be used initially. The platocn pulled baeck and
conducted artillery missions and air strikes. Results at this time were

1 KTA, 2 MTA and 11 WIA. At 16001, a squad from C/2/9, moved up and re-
covared the two MIA's who were found to be KIA!'s. A total of 32 NVA were
igAﬁIi NVA/KIA by ground forces and total friendly losses were 3 KIA and
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Ul ~Etemdnts of 2/9 at 1330H, vicinity of YL 052685, received 6
Tounds of 82mm mortars resulting in 1 KIA and 9 WIA. At 1)L,0H, E/2/9
sighted 35 NVA at YD 055689, moving west. They engaged them with S/A,
81lmm, artillery fire and 4/S. Results were 23 NVA/KTA and 10 killed
by artilleryifire, This contact prompted the Regimental Commander to
ask permission to enter the DMZ area to pursue the NVA. This request
was forwarded by CG TF Hotel and CG 3d MarDiv. Higher authority was
_advised of the Division Commander's intention to enter the DMZ, south
of the Ben Hai, for less than U8 hours, if the situation so dictated.
The requirement to enter the DMZ did not persist. A4t O735H, X/3/9 at
YD 038659, found 2 NVA bodies L~5 days old. Other elements from 2/9,
at 1050H in the vicinity of YD 060675, found L NVA killed by S/A fire,
3 AK<l7's, 2 gas masks, 15 chicom grenades and assorted 782 gear and
documents, L/3/9 found 52 122mm rocket rounds. 1/9 in the vicinity
of YD 063668 found 20 rounds of 107mm rockets. ¢/2/9 at YD 05L686,
found one NVA/KIA by S/A fire. .

22Jul: At 1110H, F/2/9, vicinity of YD 059688, while searching the
area of contact of 21 July, found 5 NVA/KIA, ten weapons, 52 packs, 41
gas masks, 30 canteens, and assorted 782 gear.

23 Jul: During the day, 2/9 helilifted into LZ Carol, YD 056619 and
3/9 helilifted into LZ Red, YD 081606. Both landings were unopposed.
At 17304, 1/9 vieinity of YD 05162, captured one wounded NVA, There
was no contact in the 3rd Marines AO. ,

2ly Jul: There was no contact reported. At 1150H, K/3/9, at YD 089612
found 19 graves approximately 2l hours old with one NVA in each. Then
at 1215H, Kilo found 1 NVA helmet, 1 basket of rice, 3 RPG rounds, 260
rounds 82mm, 25 rounds of 60mm ard 3 DH-10 mines. E/2/9, at YD 079625,
found 96 graves approximately 2-l months old, containing one body each.
The graves were marked with aluminum signs. At 15008, K/3/9, at ID
079623 had 6 WIA from a surprise explosive device. L/3/9 had a Marine
detonate a surprise explosive device at YD 080597 resulting in 2 WIA.
1/9 helilifted to VCB to relieve 1/l of security of VCB and Ca ILu.

Six 105 Howitzers were helilifted into FSB Joan.

25 Jul: There were no significant events in the objective area. 2/3
helilifted to Thon Son Lam. And the 2nd ARVN Regt ended their part of
Lancaster July Action by helilifting into assigned objectives in the
Canton IT Action which lLth Marines already had underway.

26 Jul: There were no significant déﬁélopmeﬁ%s as the units continued
to search their AQ's,

27 Jul: No contact was reported. The action was highlighted by heli-
1ifts of 1/3 and two companies of 3/3 into L2 Becky (XD 85861L) and
L7 Margo (XD 901609) in the northwestern portion of Cam Lo River Valley.

2 WBN@%@ WZ@
| \ O .

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

o o

whids of F/W prep'd 1Z Becky and four flights of F/W prep'd 1z
Margo. Both landings were unopposed. The 9th Marines continued to
find many abandoned fortlfledareas.

28 20 dul: At O71lH, two Marlnes from 3/3 were WIA when they devonated
a surprize explosive device vicinity of XD 900610. Then at 1L15H, a
patrol from L/3/3, in the vicinity of XD 900815 detonated one i7.5.
type M-1l mine resulting in 3 WIA. 2/9 displaced to Quang Tri. At
18)54, C/1/12 was helilifted into FSB Margo. )

29 Jul: Two Marlnes from A/1/3 at 030CH, in the v101n1ty XD 85h61h,
were WIA when they exchanged fire with one NVA outside the perlmeter.
L/3/3 had one Marine detonate a U.S. type AP mine resulting in 1 WTA,
3/9 displaced to VCB.

30 Jul: There were no siynificant events as the 3rd Marines continued
to search their Zone of Action.

1 Aug: At 1705H, 2/3 at Thon Son Lam received 20 rounds artillery
resultins in 2 WIA.

3 Aug: TATCASTIR IT JULY . “Cm“"T'W”*N;h‘TD ““'H TFE 37D TARTNES UDTEE

CRCOY OF ‘BYD WATDTY ASSTITD LANCASTTR TT AOe. e

The cumulative casualtles and equlpment/supplles captured or de~
stroyed during Tancaster II July are ad follows:

FRIENDLY : - ENEMY

RIE 26 KA 311
WIA 136 PO 1
WIANE 22 , . DET 1

Captured items included: 18 individual weapons, 7 crew served
weapons, 108l bunkers destroyed, 1377 arty/rocket/mortar rounds cap-
tured/destroyed 5138 small arms rounds, captured/destroyed, 6350
pounds of rice cartured, 30 mines or booby traps, 199 grenades, 2260
pounds of explosive. Of special interest were two 75mm pack howitzers
which had plagued Camp Carroll for some time. The 24 ARVY Regiment
had no casualties or contact in the Lancaster July Action,.

I Aug: 3/3 begzan an operation Worthwest of Cam Lo.

6 Aug: At 1130H, 3/3 found five €2mm mortar rounds, 5 lbs of TNT and
18 bunkers in vicinity YD 08262 and YD C7763L. At 1L50H, L/3/3 found
35 bunkers ir viecinity YD 086613. A search of the bunkers revealed
168 rounds 82mm mortar, 98 rounds 60mm mortar, 18 chicom grenades, 3
anti-personnel mines, one hundred 82mm fuses, 100 increments, 100 half
pound blocks »f TNT, 35 blasting cars, 80 pounds of rice, 5 NVA picks,3
E~tools, 2 pair wire cutters and medical supplies.
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7 Aug: At 0930H, I/3/3 found 35 bunkers, including two used for
Cooking facilities at YD 088628, Supplies and ordnance found included

' 32 pounds 82mm mortar, 29 rounds 60mm mortar, o RPG's, 12 E-tools,

ponchos, canteens, picks, helmsts, 5 gas masks, L50 pounds of rice,

60ma fuzes and increments, 2000 AK-L47 rounds and medical supplies. At
09L5H, L/3/3 found 17 bunkers at YD 094603. Also found were large medical
bags, numerous bags of clothing, 3 sub-machineguns, 3 AK-}7's, one U.S.
M-1 rifle, 2 SK3 rifles and 10 fire-cracker dud rounds. At 1150H, a
recon team found 9 bunksrs and 2l rounds of £2mm mortar at YD 0°261L.

At 20158, 3/3 (-) received 15 to 20 rounds of 82mm from ¥I 079633,

" Counter artillery was called in on the target.

8 Avg: At 1230H, L/3/3 found a duel bunker complex of 29 bunkers at

TD 10361L. The bunkers were Lx5x6 with log and earth overhead. Inside
the bunkers, Lima Company found 4 rounds 60mm mortar, 3 U.S. Claymoras.

2 A,T. mines, 1000 AK-47 rounds, 5 Chicom grenades, ten M-32 grenades, two
M-26 grenades, some clothing and documents. “At 1300H, 1/3/3 at YD

094,629 found 29 bunkers and 3 cans 60mm incremsnts, 5 cans C2mm in-
crements, twenty-five 60mm fuzes, one 82mm bore swab, 250 rounds 30

cal linked and 1 set wire cutters, and 3 NVA/KIA by artillery. At

1600H, I/3/Y4 at YD 08L627 found 20 bunkers and 17/82mm rounds, 10/60mn

mortar rounds, seventeen 75RR rounds, 5 RIG rockets, 3 chicoms, 200 AK=L7
rounds and assorted cooking supplies. '

9 Aug: At 1200H, I/3/3 at YD 079633 found 11 bunkers plus one 120mm
Tound, three 8lmm rounds, one (2mm fuze, a pot, helmet, E-tool and 1
NVA/KIA from artillery. At 1550H, L/3/3 at YL 085635 found 15 bunkers,
6x5xly with logs and earth overhead, four bunkers had false bottoms.
Ordnance forund included ten 120mm rockets, ome 75mm round, one RPG,
helmets, and rat traps. At 1620H, a recon team received lj rounds of
sniper fire from YD 9L6343. They moved to the top of the hill and
saw 50-100 NVA in the valley. They said they smelled food being cooked
and heard wood being chopped. A trail on the hill appeared well used.
Cunships were called in and fired on the enemy. At 1945H, 3/3 received
15-20 rounds 60mm mortar fire from YD 06L6LL, resulting in 8 WIA.

10 Aug: Between 13004 and 150CH, 30 bunkers were found at YD 075643,
and YD 075627. They had not been used for several months. At 191CH,
1/3/3 observed 10-15 NVA moving NW at YD 035655. Artillery and 8lmnm
mortar fired with excellent target coverage. '

12 Aug: At 1200H, a recon team made conbact with a small NVA force at
T0 9L0611L. Results of the contact were 1 WIA and 2 NVA/KIA. 3/3 was
helilifted to Camp Carroll and assumed the responsibility for Camp
Carroll and Dong Ha Mountain. " o '
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13 Aug: Delta and Bravo 1/3 conducted a heliborne assault on Lz Mac
With negative contact. Charlie Company conducted a heliborne assault
on 1Z Amy and also had negative donEéEﬁ.’iAﬁ’léhOH,ﬁB/l/B found 28 old
bunkers at XD 971621 and eight 82mm mortar rounds. L
1l Aug: At 1215H, a recon team at YD 893587 made contact with a small
VL Torce. Results: 1 WIA. Another reconteam at YD 1516H made con-

tact resulting in 1 NVA/KIA. An AK-L7 was captured together with several
full NVA packs. '

15 Ang: During the d-y, 1/3 helilifted from LZ Mac to LZ Dick with the
assigned mission of cordon and search 2/3 moved into blocking positions
north of the Cam Lo River. At 1235H, 2/3, while moving to secure YD
077623, received fire from the North, vicinity YD 076625, They re-
turned fire and continued moving, encountering many surprise firing
devices of mortar rounds and chicom grenades. The results were 43
NVA/KTA, 13 WIA, 10 TWC and 2 CSWC. 3/3 moved to Dong Kio complex (1D
0558-YD 6659) in order to conduct cordon and search operations. 2/9
displaced tc Camp Carroll, Thon Son Lam and the Khe Gio Bridge.

16 fug: To expedite 2/3's contact the previous day, ¢/1/3 conducted a
TeliliTt to Hill 162 (YD 070636) during the morning. Immediately upon
landing, C/1/3 began taking incoming 60mm mortars. B/1/3 and D/1/3
helilifted to YD 06063L and also received heavy mortar fire. These
initial encounters|resulted in L KTA, 82 WIA and 19 NVA/KIA, At 1612H,
1/3/3, at ¥D 075595, found 6 NVA/KTA, 2 AK-47's, 100 AK-L7 rounds, 2
chicom grenades, 20 pounds of rice and various decuments, Vietnamese
children turned in an M-16 rifle near Ca Iu and were rewarded with 500
dong. -

17 Aug: It was apparent from intelligence anabl/B's contact that elements
of the 6lith Regiment were in this area. At ODO1H, TASK FORCE HOTRL
ASSUMED OPCON OF THE LANCASTER IT ARFA AND 3RD MARINES. OPERATION LAN&

CASTEY IT (JUPITER) COMMENGED. 1/3 and 2/3 conducted search and destroy

operations in 0763, 0667 and 6563 grid squares. 3/3 set up blocking
positions in the 1060 and 0761 grid squares. 1/61 of the 1lst Brigade,
5th Mechanized Division took over the responsibility of Camp Carroll

and surrounding area. At 0920H, 3/9 helilifted from VCB to LZ Sparrow.
At 11LOH,1/9 helilifted from VCB to LZ Sparrow. At 1500H, 2/9 chopped
OPCON  'to Task Force Hotel and subsequently to 9th Marines, to take
over VCB defense. TPQ's and heavy air strikes preceded the %th Marine's
helilift into their assigned areas. '

18 Aug: At 0300H an E/2/3 LP, at YD 066606, observed 5 NVA moving along
the ridgeling toward it's position. They engaged the enemy with S/A fire
wounding two. Artillery was subsequently called in. A% O825H, I/3/3 at
YD 09h619 came into contact with what appeared to be 1 NVA, A base of
fire was laid down and the area searched afterwards. Results: 1 WIA,
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D/1/3 made contact near a bunker complex, at" YD 054627, resulting in 3
WIA and 3 NVA/KTA. At 1130H, two Marine gunships fired, erroneously, in
support at XD 835436, causing 2 KIA, At 1620H, a recon team at YD 928
608 made contact resulting in 3 NVA/KTA and 8 WIA. M/3/9 in the after-
noon found li NVA/KIA at YD O5L8. A CH-L6 took battle damage at 1853H
and set down at the Rockpile. :

19 Aug: 3/3 moved to Thon Son Lam during the day. At 0630H, 1/3/9, at
ID 0N36L3, received approximately 30 rounds of é0mm mortar from vieinity
YD 038658, Suppressive counter fire was immediate. At O715H, B/1/3, while
on patrol, found 8 NVA packs at YD OL7633. At 0800H, I/3/3 searched the
area of the previous days contact, and found 26 RPG rounds, 15 rounds 60mm
mortar, 300 rounds 7.62mm, 18 RPG boosters, 10 AP - mines and various
clothing. At 10L5H M/3/9 moving toward their hill objective at YD 055661,
was hit by an estimated two platoons of NVA with RPG's and A/W fire. Re-
sultst 1 KIA and 3 WIA, Pulling back they called in air and artillery
strikes. By 1520H, Mike Company had spread out on line and with supporting
arms moved up and across the hill objecdtive.  Contact continued, lasting b

hours. Results: 2 KIA, 11 WIA, Ll NVA/KIA, 2 NVA/POW, 2 CSWC and 6 TWC.
Numerous bloody bandages and trails to the NW were found. At 1100H, B/1/3

at YD 0490628 found 12 fresh NVA graves with a body in each grave. Results:
12 NVA/KTA. Also found were 10 rifle grenades, 119 RPG rounds, 97 RPG
boosters, 25/60mm rounds, 1586 rounds of 82mm, 1026 boosters for 82mm,
thirty-nine 120mm rockets, twenty-seven 75mm rockets, one hundred twenty-

two 107mm rockets, 15,000 AK-L7 rounds. a CP messhall, four 60mm mortar

pits, LOO pounds of rice, five M=16 rifles, and 11 Chicom grenades. At 1600H,
Mike Company called in artillery missions on 105 NVA in the open at 1b
066670, . o T T T e e

20 Aug: At O700H, K/3/9 called in artillery on 1 NVA in the open at TD
06BBB0. 3/3 commenced a foot march to a blocking position at YD 012606.
At 1100H, A/1/3 at YD 047627 found 12 RPG rounds, 1 grenade launcher for
7.62rm, one 191l carbine and one cleaning brush and swab for an unknowr
bore weapon. At 1230H, 1/3 at YD 034631 found 30 bunkers, well constructed,
plus one RPG and 7 rounds .50 cal rounds. A% 1300H, recon called in air
strikes. Following, M/3/3 gwept the upper part of the area finding fighting
holes, 20 pounds of rice and'many trails at YD 978580, At 1700H, B/1/3
at YD 051627 found an enemy base camp possibly used as a regimental head-
~ Qquarters, 2 weeks old. A drainage and kitchen system had been constructed
U together with storage areas. Sgme antenna equipment was found. At 1920H,

L/3/9 at ¥D 055645 found oné'gréve'with two NVA bodies in it. Results:
2 NVA/KIA. "

L]
21 Aug: At 1110H, B/1/1 at YD 051633 found 1 NVA/KTA buried in a trench.
At 1325H, I/3/9 moving toward a hill objective at YD 051635, received
semi-automatic fire. Air strikes and artillery were called on the hill
objective. No casualties. By 1325H, 1/9 had helilifted to LZ's Junior,
Vulture and Falcon unopposed. At 1530H, 1/3 at YD 03763L found 2 graves.
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Results: 2 NVA/KIA. At 1535H, 3/9 at YD 053665 received 15 rounds incoming

" artillery from a direction of 6100 mils. Negative casualties. At 1510H, a
1/9 CP at YD 032646 received approximately 15 rounds artillery, from a 20
degree direction. Results: 2 WIA., Air strikes returned fire. At 1650H,
1/3/9, reconing by fire toward their hill objective, received heavy fire

from the entire hilltop. Shifting to two platoons on line, and aided by

a heavy base of fire, I/3/9 assaulted the hill. Thirty minutes later, the
nill was consolidated. The results were 1 XIA, ) WTA and 1h NVA/KIA.

Found were 60 bunkers, clothes hanging out on lines, 19 full packs, 1l mos=
quito nets, 25 pounds of rice, 300 rounds 7.62mm, 6 grenades, one 60rm mortar
tube, 7 AK-)7 rifles and 1 S£S. Air strikes were called in on LO NVA sighted
running down the hill toward the north. At 19L4SH, I/3/9 at YD 053675 re-
ceived 10 rounds 60mm mortar from YD 096678, Counter mortar and artillery
missions were fired. During the day air strikes expended 15);,000 pounds of
ordnance resulting in ly1 secondary explosions.

22 Aug: At 0650H, I/3/9 observed 1/NVA in front of their lines. Small
arms were fired and the area searched. One full pack snd several cans of
.30 cal and 7.62mm ammo wee found. At O90CH, M/3/9 at XD 053667 found
fresh bunkers, 60 pounds of rice, 6 E-tools, 9 bowls of rice, 2 large cook-
ing pots, wire clippers, 2 pounds of sugar, 500 rounds AK-L7 and assorted
clothing. At 09009, a recon team, while moving up a hill at YD 92L553,
observed 2 WVA. Contact resnlted in 2 NVA/KIA, At 1000H, I/3/9 found L
bunkers, 1 NVA/KTA, 2 AK-L7's, 1 SKS barrel, 1 light machine gun, 75 pounds
of rice, assorted documents, 7 RPG's, 1 mess hall and assorted cooking
gear plus various clothing, picks and 782 gear. At 1145H, A/1/9 at YD 802
647 received 6 rounds sniper fire in 3 bursts from vic ¥D 027647. At 1200H,
L/3/9 at YD 0LB670 found 25 fresh bunkers, 1 AK-L7, 1 SKS, 913 AK-L7 rounds,
12 RPG's and various other gear. At 1515H, D/1/3 at YD 039628 found 2
rocket sites. At 15L5H, a patrol from B/1/9 made contact with an estimated
NVA company at YD 0086L2. As casralties were being evacuated to the Com-
pany CP (YD 01964i3), the patrol became pinned down by the intensive .50 cal
and 60mm fire, Air and napalm were used in support. Due to the approaching
darkness and heavy volume of fire the patrol was unable to return to the company
patrol base, and established a hasty perimeter at YD 013643, Artillery
fires were used throughout the night. The results were 8 KIA's (7 not
recovered yet), 2L WIA and 1 MIA. '

23 Aug: At 0300H, a platoon from C/1/9 was dispatched to reinforce B/1/9.
At OO00H, one platoon from B/1/9 moved east t- assist 2/B. Air support
was erroneously used and one bomb landed near the relief force resulting
in 5 WIA including the company commander, At 1000H, C /1/9 had found one
82mm mortar tube. By this time, L/3/3 at XD 970597, had found 3 RPG's,

1 russian rifle, 3 packs, L medical kits, 1 set of NVA dog tags, 50 pounds
of TNT, and 5 pounds of vice. At 1130%, A/1/3 at YD O7L677 found a bun~
ker complex. At 1630E, L/3/3 at YD 9705%¢ found a 20 bunker complex, one
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billeting area having room for 300 troops, and one bunker with an earthen
stove. At 1845H, D/1/9 at YD 0306590 received 1l rounds 82mm mortar re-
sulting in 1 KIA.

2l Aug: At O0720H, B/1/9 at ID 026660 took approximately 15 rounds of 82mm
mortar., Counter mortar \was fired. At O0730H, D/1/9 resumed a move to join
B/1/9. At O730H, C/1/9 began to displace YD 035687. A/1/9 began to move
to YD 0236h3. At 1130H, L/3/3 platoon patrol at XD 970599 found 7 bunkerse
Tnside were maps of Quang Tri, Quang Binh, Can Bien, and Mai Loc. At 1300H,
TASK PMRCE YOTRL CHOPPED THIRD MARINES TO 3RD MARINE DTVISION, ENDTNG TAN=
CASTRR IT (JUPITER) OPTRATTONS. At 1500H, elements of B/1/? began to re=-
trieve bodies from the contact of 22 August. At 1515H, B/1/9 received 3 incom=
ing rounds 60mm mortar.|Six counter mortar missions were fired. At 1600H,
Company D's CP received L rounds of 82mm mortar fire from an estimated NVA
position at YD 005655. Several small secondaries were heard from counter
mortar fire. Artillery fires were repeated, and at 1700H, a huge secondary,
fire ball, 300 to LOO feet in the air was observed. All bodies were re=

covered. The MIA was found to be 1 KIA,

25 Aug: At O0835H, B/1/9 received one 82mm mortar from YD 0196L48. At 1000H,
2 troop 1ift began to helilift 1/9 back to Vandegrift. At 1010H, D/1/3
found three 127mm rounds and L3 rocket sites. At 1200, B/1/9 and C/1/9,
while boarding helicopters to depart, took £2mm fire each time a helicopter
came in to land. An AO was called on station and artillery smoke was used
to cover the landing of helicopters. A total of twenty-seven 82mm rounds
were received causing 8 WIA. At 1200H, L73/3 found a bunker complex at XD
970596, They fornd 2 NVA/KIA in graves. At 1310H, a squad from M/3/3 fired
on l| NVA, vicinity of XD 952603, They received S/A and A/W fire in return.
They observed 1 NVA fall. At 1835H, Camp Carrcll received 1 round £5mm
artillery from an azimuth of 30 degrees.

26 Aug: At 1815H, a L/3/3 patrol at XD 970598 began receiving S/A fire.
The fire was followed by a ground attack from an estimated 50 NVA. The
attack was repulsed and the area swept. Results: 10 KIA, 3L WIA, and 5
QVA/KIA. Numeroushweaponslwere_captured.”’3/3 received 11 rounds incom-
ing artillery during the day. At 21L5H, F/2/3 received 5 incoming chicom
grenades, resulting in 1 WIA. At 2340H, M/3/3 sighted 15 to 20 NVA in the
open at XD 954592, Artillery was called in.

27 Aug: At 1725H, E/2/3 received 8 rounds 152mm rockets from XD 97355,
Counter artillery was called. At 1915H, Camp Carroll received approximately
1012 rounds of 130mm artillery. Results were'5 KIA and 5 WIA. At 1945H,
K/3/3 at ¥D 948583 received 15«20 rounds of 130mm artillery. At 200CH,

a Vietnamese reported to H/2/3 that he observed 10 NVA in vicinity YD
068153, An 8lmm mortar mission was fired_ on that target.

48 | U7

o g

= Y

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

28 Aug: At 1330H, L/3/3 made contact with one NVA, at XD 971600, resulting
in 1-%VA/KIA and 1 WIA. Two RPG's were found. A recon team made contact
at 2235H resulting in 8 NVA/KIA. OPERATION SWIFT FURSUTTBEGAN TN THE MAT
LOC AREA WITH 2/26. ‘

29 Aug: At O500H, Camp Carroll received L-6 rounds of incoming 130mn
rounds. At 1300H, M/3/3 made contact with 6 NVA, at XD 964596, resulting
in 1 WIA. Contact was brief} however, 66 NVA packs, 35 rounds 82mm mortar,
2 chicoms, and some small-arms ammunition were found. 7
, » ‘ .
30 Aug: 1/3 organized Task Force East and Task Force West wi. nd C
companies and‘a%blatoon of Co B, 3rd Tank Battalion. At UasH, . H/3/3
platoon made contact with 6 NVA in vieinity XD 96360L. 2 NVA/KTA and 1
AK-}47 were found. At 1510H, B/1/3 at XD 970585 tripped a surprise firing
device resulting in 1 WIA. At 1520H, B/1/3 in vicinity XD 978585 received
25 rounds of light artillery from the north. At 2125H, an F/2/3 LP sighted
15 NVA to the east. Artillery was called in and a search of the area the
following day resulted in L NVA/KIA, 2 AK-47'S, 1 SKS, 7 chicom grenades,
and numerous 782 gear.

31 Aug: F/2/3 sighted a column of NVA moving toward their position. Sup-
porting fires resulted in L NVA/KIA and 3 weapons capbured. 3/3 continued
its search in the upper Cam Lo River Basin. At 1330H, 2/26 found a tunnel
complex at YD 00151li. A lack of proper equipment precluded a search. At
2310H, M/3/3 at XD 964603 made contact. The results were 6 NVA/KIA.

1 Sep: At 1730H, a platoon of 3/3 heard movement in vieinity XD 961599
and set up a hasty ambush. Contact was initiated with approximately 15
NVA, Results: 7 NVA/KIA,

.2 Sep: At 1015H, B/1/3 commenced an assault on LZ Amy. One CH-L6 was
shot down from small arms and .50 cal fire., HResults: 3 WIA, B Company
was extracted and air and artillery strikes were called in on LZ Amy re-
 sulting in 18 NVA/KIA. At 1830H, K/3/3 at XD 952592 received approximately

334 rounds of 60mm mortar and 19 rounds of 130mm rockets. At 191L5H, an am-
bush from 3/3 at XD 951599 initiated contact with 8 NVA traveling south
down the river. At 1955H, Camp Carroll received approximately 16 rounds
incoming 130mm rockets. At 2010H, 1/3 at YD 068555 received 6 rounds of
incoming 60mm mortar from YD 083562.

3 Sep: At 0552H, 1/3 received l| rounds of incoming light artillery. At
T105H, H/2/3 in vieinity YD OLL585 received one 82mm round from YD 036543
resulting in 1 WIA, By 1430H, 1/3 had landed all troops in IZ Amy and LZ
Mac., They receiwed S/A fire but sustained no casualties. At 18L5H, 1/3
at XD 965616 received 37 rounds incoming artillery and mortar resulting in
2 KIA and 2 WIA. Counter artillery and air were called. 2/3 at 1950H,
received 2 rounds incomingartillery from YD 0206L40. 106 ER were counter
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fired. At 20L5H, 1/3 at XD 983546 received L rounds incoming artillery.
Results: 2 WIA. At 2120H, 3/3 broke off an attempted NVA assault on

their perimeter during the afternoon. 3/3 received 172 rounds of incoming
60mm and 82mm mortar fire from XD 953615, 130 rounds artillery fired from
0400 mils, grenades, A/M, and S/A fire. Counter artillery and mortar fire
resulted in 2 secondary explosions. Results: 2 WIA. At 2130H, Camp Carroll
received 9 rounds of incoming 130mm rockets from YD 035775 and YD 020610,

l Sep: At 0905H, 3/3 searched the area of the previous days contact and
Found 9 NVA/KIA, 1 CSW, and 13 IWC at 1000H. C/1/3 found one 12,7mm HMG-
AAG, At 1200H, THE LANCASTER IT AO WAS MODIFIED TO INCLUDE THE TROUSDALE AO.
TASK FORCE HOTEL ASSUMFD OPCON THIRD MARINES AND LANCASTER TI AO. Within
the Trousdale AO, 9th Marines were located at YD 906512, YD 900571, YD
900571, and YD 912562,

% Sep: At 12LSH, G/2/9 at YD 899537 found 2 NVA/KTA. At 1530H, G/2/9
Tound 1 AK-47 in a bunker complex at YD 878576.

6 Sep: At 1300H, L/3/3 at YD 955599 found oné AK=47 with ammunition,
poncho and one NVA platoon commander's notebook.

7 Sep: At O84OH, 1/3 (-) commenced a helilift to IZ Mack at XD 967617.
There was no contact. At 1100H, G/2/9 vieinity XD 876536 found a frame
bunker lLx7xl with 2 feet overhead., While destroying the bunker, a booby
trap was tripped resulting in 1 KIA and 6 WIA, At 1204H, F/2/9 vieinity
YD 893530 found two living bunkers {8'x16'x5') with bamboo decks and 2 feet
of overhead (3 layers of L' logs and dirt). A straw hut (8'x10'xé') was
found containing li stoves 10 inches in diameter dug into the ground. A
tree was marked "30 May 1968", At 16L5H, A/1/3 at YD 95061 while patrol-
ling sighted 2 NVA who opened fire with AK-L7's. Results: 3 KIA,

8 Sep: At OL16H, A/1/3 vicinity YD 053621 made contact with an estimated
enemy squads. The NVA opened fire with AK-L7's and heavy machine gunse
The firefight lasted 15 minutes. Results: 3 KIA. At OLLSH, a large
convoy was sighted at XD 90317h. At 0535H, A/1/3 vieinity YD 953621 re-
ceived two 8lmm short rounds resulting in 1 KIA and 9 WIA. At O755H,
an AO confirmed 1 NVA/KIA from an air strike. At 1310H, H/2/9 vieinity
XD 912562 received 10 unidentified rockets and 20 rounds of 82mm mortar.
Results: 9 WIA., At 1430H, A/1/3 located at XD 952620, found 2 living
bunkers, 2 pounds of rice and assorted 782 gear. At 1530H, .L/3/3 at .
YD 953600 while on pa'broi_l. found ? AK.—LL?'S, h chicqn grenades, 100 rmr_r{d& .
AX=}47 ammo, and numerous other gear. At 1730H, a recon team at XD 961
528 exchanged fire with several NVA. At 1850H, H/2/9 at 1Z Sandy received
four incoming 107mm rounds from vicinity XD 872638. No casualties.

9 Sep: At 0B850H, elements of 2/26 vicinity YD 078521 detonated a mine.
Results: 11 WIA. At 0855H, A/1/3 was to helilift to a non-secured LZ at
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YD 953621. On attempting to land the helicopter they received small arms
fire., Mortar and artillery strikes were called in on the LZ. At OShSH,
a G/2/9 patrol at YD 873537 while moving down the trail, was hit by a com-
' mand detonated mine and sniper fire. Results: 2 WIA. At 0950H, 3/9
commenced a helilift to non-secured LZ Winchester. The first wave made
contact with an estimated enemy squad, and very guickly assaylted
through to consolidate the LZ so that the lift was not impeded. Results:
2 NVA/KIA, At 1000H, F/2/9 at XD 865538 fired at an NVA 300 meters to the
front. Seversl bunkers were subsequently found. At 1015H, B/1/9 at XD
87751 found 9 reinforced bunkers (6x3xL), 18 rounds 82mm, 1 RPG booster
and 3 sets of mess gear. At 10L5H, A/1/3 vicinity XD 952621 made contact
with an unknown size force in trees and spider holes. Results: 2 KIA and
6 WIA, At 1130H, E/2/9 vicinity YD 885572 was hit by a command detonated
mine. The point element returned fire. Results: 1 KIA and 1 WIA., Also
at 1130H, X/3/9 having landed at LZ Winchester, was moving west to Tien
when snipers initated heavy semi-automatic fire. While calling in ar-
tillery and gunship supporting fires, an army gunship mistook them for the
enemy. Results: 3 WIA, At 1200H, B/1/9 found a trail at XD 877579.
Several huts were found with bags of rice along the trail, and numerous
caves could be seen on Hill 8Lk, At 1300H, L/3/3 at YD 938503 made contact
with 3 NVA. Results were 2 KIA, 10 WIA, 3 NVA/KIA, one machinegun captured
and 2 IWC, At 1400H, B/1/9 found what appeared to be a small base camp
with huts located between XD 872522 and XD 873533. At 1LO5H, G/2/9 vicinity
XD 86853l found 20 living bunkers about 1 month old and 20 A.T. mines. At
1500H, E/2/9 advanced to YD 885573 under close air support to recover 1
KIA reported at 1130H. Fire from XD 884573 resulted in 2 WIA, At 1520H,
M/3/3 vieinity ID 965596 received mortar and S/A fire from XD 94160k re-
sulting in 2 KIA and 3L WIA. At 1630H, B/1/3 vicinity XD 948620 made
contact with 2 NVA in a bunker with AX-47's. Results: 1 KIA and 3 WIA.
At 1655H, D/1/3 vicinity YD 948620 while moving through A/1/3, encountered
sub-machinegun and light machinegun fire resulting in 3 KIA, 7 WIA and 12
MVA/KIA. At 1730H, L/3/3 at YD 952590 received 8 rounds 130mm incoming
artillery. By 1800H, C/1/9 vicinity XD 880542 made contact with 2 NVA,
No casualties. Also D/1/9 commenced sweeping a large base camp continually
reconing by fire. After consolidating the area, 300 bunkers, (33 of which
had been searched thus far)ira hospital and CP, 200 sweat shirts, LO blankets,
300 cans of gauze, 100 pounds of rocksalt, 2200 pounds of rice, Russian
type C-rations, 1 case of rocket rounds, 10 vials of novocaine, 12 bottles
of water purification tablets, 32 cases of 82mm mortars, 22 cases of .50
cal ammo, 37 anti-tank mines, 61 A.P. mines, 10 boxes TNT and 1500 rounds
AK-L7 ammo were found. By 19L5H, K/3/9 at YD 896588 in contact since 1130H
was still taking S/A and 60mm mortar fire from the entrenched enemy. Air
strikes and artillery was continually called in the lower AO. Results:
5 KTA and 19 WIA. During the day the lst Battalion of 9th Cavalry had
contact on the lower AO of Lancaster II. Results: 2 KTA and 1 NVA/KIA.
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10 Sep. At O150H, D/1/3 at YD ©52610 received 3 incoming grenades in their
perimeter resulting in 2 WIA. At 01504, elements of the 1lst ARVN Division
reported NVA fired 10 rounds of B-JO rockets at Huong Hoa, resultlng in

1 W*A, At O300H, K/3/3 LP vigcinity 943607 made contact with an undeter-
mined NVA force. The LP received 5/A fire, rifle grenades, and 3-5 auto=-
matic weapons fire resulting in 2 WIA. At 0730H, I/3/3 vicinity XD 937604
received S/A fire. Air and artillery were at first deemed not ad-

visable due to . the close nroximity of bunkers to friendly troops. &2mm
mortars began falling minutes later, however, and 60mm mortars were used to

mark the target for subsequent airsirikes and gunships. Results after

consolidation: 25 WTA, 1 NVA/PCW, 2 TiC and 1 CSWC. At 0930H, M/3/3 re-
ceived 30-35 rounds of estimated 82mm mortar resulting in 1 WIA. At 1100H,
F/2/9 vicinity XD 856545 found a vacant camp site 2 days old on a trail
leading to the s utheast, A 25 bunker complax 200 meters up the trail
contained 10 boxes of .50 cal ammo, 28 cases 82mm, 10 rcunds 82mm mortar
loose. At 1325H, a recon team at the Rockpile exchanged fire with two NVA.
Results: 1 WIA. Also at 1325H, an F-l was shot down by .50 cal fire from
XD 940610, The pilot parachuted safely. At 13L5H, B/1/3 at XD @45622 found
6 NVA/KIA. At 1515H, 0/2/26, viecinity Thon Son Lam (¥D $825),5), received
12 rounds 75mm pack howitzer from vicinity XD 9275L7. Counter artillery
was fired. At 1530H, B/1/9 vieinity XD 872523 found an abundant camz site
on the river with 3 shelters built between trees and rocks, Found were

52 Thilcer zrenades, %4 rice sacks, 83 MVA belts, 1 nnrse prek with led "roas
on itsone ID Tag Wlth.......NguYen Duy Knoung, Col-K3, 3016168......and

3 bloody battle dressings. At 16504, M/3/3 viecinity XD 9LL603 received

L1 rounds of 82mm mortar. At 1700H, B/1/3 vieinity XD 95L625, encountered
NVA in bunkers firing AN and 60mm mortars. Bravo Company attacked, then the
NVA counter attacked with a platoon (plus) from the north. The attack was
repulsed and supporting arms were called in. Results: L KIA, 6 WIA, 13
NVA/KIA and 6 TWC, Also at 1200H, 1/3/3 vicinity XD 937607 recelved 10
rounds 82mm mortar fire from an unknown position resulting in 2 WTA. At
1710H, a recon team vicinity YD 9726LlL reported enemy movement was very
close. Airstrikes were conducted after the team's extraction. Results?

1 NVA/KIA | At 17LOH, %/2/9 vicinity XD 883573 found approximately 20
bunkers, 1 claymore, 1 RPG|round, clothing, ? “hlcop ;ron~des, 3 rockets,
cannisters and 1 NVA/KIA., At 1750H, A/2/9 continuing the search of 300 .
bunkers found 12 rounds 60mm mortars, 3200 pounds of rice, 2600 pounds of
salt, documents and 782 gear. At 1800H, Camp Carroll received 11 rounds
artillery resulting in 1 KTA and 2 WIA., At 1906H, an AQ sighted a platoon
of NVA in the open at XD 951645, Artillery missions were called in. At
21LOH, G/2/26 vicinity XD 9825)5 received 5 rounds of incoming 75mm pack
hOWltzer. Results: 6 KIA and 1 WIA. At 2345H, 1/3 (rear) received L
rounds incoming resulting in 1 KTA and 2 WTA.
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11 Seps At O0110H, G/2/26 received 5 rounda of 130mm incoming., At 0430H,
B/1/3 in vicinity YD 945625 received a heavy probe on their lines. Approx-
imately 5-7 NVA from the west attacked with Chicom grenades and AWF and 4
NVA attacked from the north with two light machine guns. Both attacks
were repulsed but two enemy machine guns were dug in and still active.
Resultss 2 KIA, 3 WIA and 1 NVA/KIA, At O715H, G/2/26 received 3 roundg
130mm artillery. At 0930H, vicinity YD 882577, the point olement of %/2/9
was taken under fire by a command detonated mine and automatic weapons.
Regultss 2 WIA. At 1125H, I/3/9 vicinity XD 909589 received 1 short
round fired by K/4/12 resulting in 1 KIA. At 1230H, F/2/9 vicinity XD 885
548 found 20 bunkers TxTx4e 51 practice Chicom grenades found indicated it
was a training areas By 1310H, B/1/9 and 1/9 CP had completed a 1lift

to VCB. At 1319H, M/3/9 at XD 897588 found 2 DH-10 mines, 1 AK-47, 1 NVA
gas mask, 1 NVA/KIA, sixteen 60mm fuzes and 14 rounds 60mm mortar. At
1500H, B/1/3 vicinity XD 944624 found 2 sites of NVA multiple graves.

A check of the graves revealed 17 NVA/KIA. At 1700H, B/1/3 at YD 945625,
while clearing their flanks, made heevy contact on the north and west with
an estimated two platoons. The units moved against one gnother for the
rest of the day. Resultss 4 EIA, 19 WIA, 14 IWC, 3 CSWC and 18 NV A/ KIA.
At 1845H, 2/3 CP at YD 945624 received six 60um mortar rounds resulting

in 2 WIA. A% 1930H, C/1/9 vicinity XD 879542 continued a search of a large
bunker complex and found 201 rounds 81mm mortar, 7 rounds 75mm RR, 80 RPG=2
rounds, 30 RPG-7 rounds, 32 anti-tank mines, 120,000 rounds 7.62mm, 358
rounds 82mm, 8408 rounds 60mm mortar, 8 Chicom grenades, 47 cases of .50
cal, 70 fuzes for 60mm mortar, 1800 pounds of rices 21 pounds of salt

and 7 NVA/KIA,

12 Seps At 0B50H, M/3/9 vieinity YD 896594 found several f ighting holes
and writing on a tree interpreted to read in English “Food along the trail,
continue along; trail®, At 0910H, I/3/9 at YD 891568 found 10 fighting holes
5x3x1 with a forked stake pointing 260 degrees. By 0924H, E/2/3 had completed
a helilift to 1Lz Lee, where they found 8 heavy constructed bunkers and 1
AK-4T. At 0950H, I/3/9 vicinity YD 887587, while observing air strikes,
reported 50 secondary explosions. Additional air strikes were called in.

At 1000H, TFH assumed opcon of 1/9(~) and passed opcon to 3d Marines the
gsame day. At 1030H, 3/5 reported a large trail 3-4 feet wide legding to
Hill 463, Also reported at XD 883564 were 6 bunlers, 6 huts and 10-15

large crates near the huts. At 1130H, F/2/9, vicinity XD 855546, found g
new trail hegding NE. At 1300H, L/3/9 vicinity XD 892526 was hit by a
ccmmand, dstongted DH-10 mine and S/A fire. Results: 4 WIA., Also at

this time, F/2/9 at XD 852549 exchanged fire with 2 NVA running up the

trail after being hit by a command detonated mine. Resultst 1 KIA axd

1 WIA. By 150%H, G/1/3 had reached XD 947627, Also £/2/3 at YD 947267,
while searching the previously reported bunker complex, found 24 additional
bunkers and 4 NVA/KIA. At 1700H, F/2/3 at XD 943623 found one

33

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

NVA/PO4, By 1700H, L/3/3 at XD 895595 had broken contact with a reinforced
NVA squad after being hit by a command detonated mine. Results: 2 KIA,

o WIA and 2 NVA/KTA, At 2000H, M/3/9 vicinity XD 895595 found a box with
NVA writing which read "82mm for HAM CO.M.

13 Sep: At 10LOH, F/2/9 vicinity XD 850550 made contact with an estimated
WVA squad in 3 bunkers, Artillery missions were called in on NVA escaps
routes. Results: 1 KIA and 3 WIA, At 1110H, 2/26 commenced a helilift
to LZ Margo, At 1210H, E/2/3 vicinity YD 946626 found 50 rounds of 82mm
mortar in a bunker. At 1300H, I/3/9 vicinity YD £865C7 had 2 command de-
tonated minss fired at them followed by sniper fire resulting in L WIA.
E/2/9, vicinity YD 8865Lk, found two bunkers, one a CP and one an armory
bunker. In the bunkers were two M-16's, 13 SKS's, 2 AX-L7's, 2 ammo tool
cases, 2 Russian claymores, 29 grenades, 50 non-electric blasting caps,
numerous medical supplies, and 3 boxes .50 cal ammo. At 1400, 1/3 near
vicinity TSL received 5 rounds of 85mm incoming. At LLLOH, F/2/3 vicinity
YD 93,628, received automatic weapons fire from the west. At 15454, M/3/9
commenced helilift to Wui Tia Pong. At 1655H, 1/379 vicinity ¥D BLGES
found a bunke? complex well built and very, very new. Found were 30 rounds
f2mm, 3 cans of 22mm fuzes, 5 pounds of rice, and 12 NVA/KIA. At 17154,
1/3/9 vicinity XD 88558l found two 82mm mortar pits and 12 rcunds (2mm.

At 1940, M/3/9 vicinity XD 804572 received 2 rounds mortar from an azimith
of 300 degrees. Results were 1 WIA.,

1l Sep: 4/1/9 cirecked area YL 031615 and foind 5 NVA/KIA. At 09L0, 2/26
Y0 Pr2617 observed 13 MVA with packs moving nrrth. Artillery was called
in. By 1100H, D/1/3 had completed a 1ift to TSL and 3/3 had relisved 1/9.
At 1150H, the 1/3 rear at Thon Son Lam received 3 rounds of incoming artil-
lery, At 12304, 5/2/9 vicinity XD $A2552, while on patrol found 1138 rounds
82mm, S rounds 57mm, 27 A.T. mines, 85 RPG-2 rounds, 6l RPG-7 rounds, 26
RPG-7 boosters, 5 rounds 122mm rocksts with boosters, 171 rounds 62mm,

168 cases 12.7mm rounds (85 rounds per case) 675 pounds of TVT, 5,000
chicom blasting caps, 1000 time fuzes, 6 Russian grenades, and 2L00 pounds
of rica. At 1330H, 7/2/3 vicinity 935643 found 2 fresh graves containing
o WVA/KTA. At 1LLOH, 2/26 vicinity XD 898621 intercepted one NVA walking
on the trail calling "chieu hoi". Resnlts: I NVA/POV and 1 AK-L7. At
17104, I/3/3 vicinity YD 026562 received three rounds 02mm mortar from
vieinity XD 90561h. At 2021H, 2/26 heard movement toward their position
from the valley on the SW. They observad 25 to 50 NVA in the valley, en=-
gaged them with semi-automatic fire. Results: 1 KTA and 1 WIA.

15 Sep: At OT1OH, H/2/9 commenced a helilift to FSB Black. At O730H,
D7/1/9 commenced a helilift to V0B, At 0£20H, the 9th Marines CP commenced

a helilift to LZ Winchester. A4t 0825H, I/3/9 vicinity YD 894585 found
1 can of 82mm fuzes. At O200H, 5/2/26 vicinity XD 90662l found freshly
dug fighting holes and saw 1 WVA. The unit heard movement NE and W of
their position. Suprorting arms were bronght to bear arcund them. Two ~
NVA/KIA were Towmd as bhey continued moving in a NE direction. After
moving 75 meters they were p mied down by AM fire and grenades.
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By the end of the day results were 1 XIA, ¢ WTA and 1 NVA/KTA. At 0930M,
1/3/9 vieinity ¥D €94585 found two mortar pits. At O9L5H, L/3/9 vicinity
YD B8R589 was hit by a comm-nd detonated mine and small armsle There Were

1 KIA and 2 WIA, At 1055H, C/1/3 vicinity YD 9l16610 received mortar fire
from a‘BOO degree azimuth. ByflllSH, L/3/9 wagwgontlnulng to recelve
heavy small arms fire from a relnforced platoon welll Aug in. Thev reques-
ted 106 %1 and air strikes. Results: 1 KIA and 5 WIA, At 11L40H, L/3/9

51ghted 12 HVA In the oven, Small arms_ flre,and air strlkes resulted 1A

NVA/KTA. At 12L5H, F/2/26 vicinity YU B82617 sighted 17 “VA. AdJusted
air strikes rasulted in 1 WVA/KIA. At 17158, L/3/9 observed 12 NVA in the
open. Subsequent fires resulted in & NVA/KIA, At 18151, C/1/3 received
2 rrunds £2mm from XD 98,546, Results: 2 WIA, At the same time a G/2/3
patrol sighted two MVA on the southern si‘e of the river from their po-
sition (YD 906607) and commenced fire. There were 2 NVA/KTA. By 1900H,
L/3/9 broke contact and set up a night position at XD ffL585, Resulbts:.
6 NVA/KIA. At 2025H, E/2/26, vicinity XD 905622, observed an estim:ted
NVA platoon moving ar -und their position. Night defensive fires were
called. At 2100H, I/3/2 at Xhe Gio Bridee rrceivn? 22 reyl -0 8212 .

No casualties. . S e

16 Sep: At 0910H, L/3/3 vicinity XD 955599 found 2 NVA/KIA, 1 AK-L7, )
RPG-7 launcher, 2 RPG rcunds, 7 chicom grenades, 7 pairs of boots, 2 nacks
and 5 brttles of narcotics. At 09154, a CH-L6 crashed in 2/3's position

at 1Z Sierra. "o fire or serious injuries. At 1230H, M/3/9 at YD 874575

sighted 5 NVA in the open. Artillery fire resulted in 3 NVA/KIA. At 12L0H,

K/3/9 v¢c1n1ty YD 327547 found 1 M-2 carbine, 1 submachine gun, 3 chicoms,

i RPG rounds, 9 gns masks, 1 officer's yack, 2000 pounds of rice and assorted
documents. At 1320H, L/3/9 at YD 8ﬂ2585 was hit by a command detonated
claymore resulting in 2 WIA. A search of the area revealed 3 additional
claymores. Ten minutes later 1/3/9 received small arms fire from a bun-
ker complex., After a prep fire, a ground assault resulted in 32 NVA/KIA.
A sgarch of the area revealed a L0 bunker complex. Inside the bunkers
were 240 pounds of TNT, 165 A.T. mines, 300 DH-1C mines, L50 PG rounds,
70 cases of 7.62mm amro, LO cases of .50 cal ammo, 26 cases of 12.7mm
ammo, || casec 9mm vistol ammo, 900 rounds 82mm, 210 rifle grenzdes, 600
pounds of rice, 216 chicom grenades, assorted documents, 175 pounds of 782
gear, 1 NVA compass, 12 AK-l7's, 75 SK-50's, and 2 machine guns. Seven
storage bunkers were reported destroyed by direct hits from artillery

of air. 1L NVA bodies were found aleng with many, many parts of bodies.
At 1L00H, E/2/9 vicinity XD 8895LL found what appeared to be an indoct-
rination training center, including twelve bamboo huts with bunkers, two
kitchens with large rice storage basins and water pipes through bambod.
Over 200 pages of paper documents were Fdund plus 87 A.T. mines, 205 RP(~
2 rounds, 109 RPC~7 rounds, 36 rounds of 75mm recoiless rifle, 35 rounds
82mm recciless rlfle, 257 rcunds 60mm mortar, 7LL rounds 82mm mortar, 21
cans of increments, L cases 7.62mm, 1 case 7.62 link, £ rounds M37-A2
82mm, new type mortar, 2300 pounds of s salt, 10,000 “pounds of rice and
approximately 2500 feet of single strand communication wire. At 14158,
G/2/3, vicinity YD $32626, discovered a ccmplex ‘of 25 bunk:rs which ap-
peared to be the Regimental CP. At 16151, 2/26,V1c1n1ty XD 901€01 began
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receiving incoming 82mm mortar fire torm XD 906617, XD 900623, XD 899617,
XD 882617. Every kind of fire was returned from S/A to air strikes.
Ap:roximately 25 N7A wers observed moving east carryving a mortar tube at
XD $06623. More air strikes were called in.. 2/26 sustained over 21L
rounds incoming which resulted in 25 KIA, 126 WTA and 27 WUA/KTA. Ail
friendly casualties were from mortar incoming.

17 Sep: TROUSDALE NORTH 4CTTNW COMTINCED BY 1/9 AND 1/k UBLILIFTING INTG
T77S DACTRTC AND CANADA. At 1150H, A/1/9 vicinity XD 91068l sighted 20
NVA in the open at XD 909677. Artillery fire was called in. At 1200H,
G/2/26 fired on 3 NVA at XD 897617. L/3/9, vicinity XD 8795C6, while
searching a bunker complex found L80 RPG rounds, 350 DH-10 mines, L,000
pounds of TNT, 6000 pounds 7.62mm amio and 1700 M-2 carbine ammo. 1/2/9

at XD 8895l found 2l SKS rifles and LS00 pounds of rice. At 1209H, A/

1/9 vicinity XD 913683 sighted 15 NVA in the open at XD 907673. They
fired small arms, followed by artillery. \a ‘sweep of the area later un=
covered 25 NVA/KIA, _At1335H, a UH-1E helicopter bound for LZ Winchester
from VOB, hit a tree and crashed approximately 200 meters south of Lz
Winchester. Casnalties included Brig. Gen. CHIP, LtCol KNIGHT,, xices,

and 3 cvew members. At 1338H, B/1/9, vicinity XD 9106, called ih artillery
on L NVA at XD 907676. Results: L NVA/KTA. At 1L10H, A/1/9 on LZ Pacific
fired small arms and artillery at & to 10 NVA in the open at XD 913683.
Results were 2 WVA/KIA. Also a 1/9 snip:r at YD 90968l observed 3 NVA
crossing an open area on a trail, Sniper fire resulted in 1 NVA/KIA,

At 1L450H, 2/26 vicinity XD 901601, received L7 rounds of incoming 82mm
mortars resulting in 3 WIA. At 1500H, a 1/9 CP at L7 Pacific called in
air strikes on 25 NVA in the open, north of the Ben Hai River. Results:
25 NYA/KTA and several secondary explosions. At 1900H, 2/26 lines were
probed by a squad size NVA unit following 13 rounds of 82mm incoming.
Results: 1 KIA and 5 WIA., E/2/9 vicinity XD 889541 found 700 rounds
82mm, 67 claymores, 107 rounds 60mm, 297 RPG~7 rounds, 19 mines, 80 A.T.
mines, two 122mm rockets, 560rounds 7.62mm, 1700 pounds of INT, 105 RPG=-
2 rounds, 150 sets of NVA utilities, and 20 bunkers. At 1915H, LZ Pacific
received 15 rounds incoming mortar. Results: 5 WIA,

18 Sep: At 0900H, A/1/L vicinity XD 9h767L observed 2 NVA and opened

Tire with M-79's and M=60 machine pguns. Thirty minutes later, 2 NVA

were again sighted walking toward "A" Company's hasty ambush. S/A fire
stunned one NVA, the other escaped., Results were 1 NVA/POW. At 1200H,
F/2/26 at XD 909630 followed a trail that led to 2 NVA/KIA and 13 fight-
ing holes. A search of the area revealed a much larger base camp extending
well over several hundred metérs, There were 25 well-fortified bunkers
and 15 smaller ones, 5 bamboo huts containing 250 pounds of rice, 100 rounds
AK-L7 and several packs., At 1335H, vicinity XD 9LL623, aﬁ 1/2/3 marine

was checking the area in front of his position and detonated a pressure
type firing device resulting in 1 WIA. At 1400, E/2/9 at XD 888546 found
839 rounds 82mm, 126 claymores, 222 rcunds RPG=2, 253 rounds 50mm, 291

A.T. mines, 200 pounds of TNT, L5 rounds 60mm mortar, 8200 pounds of rice,
and L radio batteries. By 1LLOH, L/3/9 at XD 879586 had found 828 rounds
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of 82mm, and 600 pounds of TNT. At 15001, E/2/9 at XD 8445532 found 15
fighting holes and 1 claymore sel at every avenue of approach. At 1530H,

M/3/3 rommenced a helilift to LZ Pedro. At _1615H, G/2/3 at 1D 93562€ con-
ducted a search of 16 bunkers and found 3000 rounds of .50 cal, 65 rounds

of 82mm and 25 pounds of rice. At 1825H, I73/9 at XD 879586 while moving
toward a hill received fire from an estimated NVA squad with command detonated
claymore mines, and automatic weapons fire. Tndia Company pulled back and
saturated the area with air striles and artillery. With platoons on line,

the company swept up and over the high ground meeting very light resistance.
Results were 3 XIA, 5 WIA and 6 NVA/{TA. Due to darkness only a very = .
light search -:as made but it revealed a large training camp with 25 huts,

50 bunkars, 50 fighting holes, and two bulletin boards. At this time

220 rounds/ 60mm mortar, 900 rounds of 7.62mm, 27 pounds of TNT,L A/P
mines, ;00 rounds 9mm, 1 RPG booster, 63 roun‘s 82mm, 60 blasting caps
and assorted documents were found., At 1900H, 1/9 CP at XD 913679 received
25 rounds 82mm mortar. Air strikes destroyed onme .50 cal and one 82rm
mortar position accounting for 10 NVA/XTA. At 1905H, the 2/26 CP at 12
Margo received 20 rounds of 82mm mortar. During the night D/1/9 at XD
916667 received 8 chicom grenades. Also G/2/3 tock sevsral 82mm rounds.

19 Sep: At 0915H, G/2/3 moving toward their hill objective were hit by

a comand detonated mine and A/W fire at XD 921626, Mortar, artillery and
air strikes were called in for support. Results were L KIA, 10 WIA and

Iy NVA/KIA, At 11304, a recon team at XD 012646 made contact with 5-6

NVA resulting in 1 KIA and 1 NVA/XTIA. At 1210H, C/1/3 at TSL received

3 rounds of light artillery from YD 9295h0t At 1220H, 1/3/9 vieinity XD
877587, found L supply huts, 7 living huts, 1 messhall, 600 rounds 82mm,
300 rounds 60mm mortar, ten 107mm rockets one 122mm rocket, 60,000 chi-
com grenades, 30 A.T. mines, 35 DH=-10 mines, 600 blasting caps, LOOO rounds
7.62mm, 800 pounds of rice and 1600 pounds of TWT. Airstrikes during the
day accounted for L NVA/XKTA. At 1530H, B/1/L vicinity XD 953669, found

30 bunkers, a small messhall, LOO pounds of rice, 2 water points, documents,
and assorted other gear. At 1600H, G/2/26 at XD 879528 found 10 bunkers
6xhx5 with living hooches over them. Also found were 12 bipods, 7 base
plates, 9 aiming stakes, 600 rounds AK-47, 200 AK-50 linked rcunds, 60
rounds 60mm mortar, 5 RPG=2 rounds, and 50 rounds 8lmm mortar rounds.

1/3/9 reported additional findings at their position of 17 DH-10 mines,

6li AT, mines, 500 pounds TNT, 552 rounds 60mm mortar, 900 rounds 82mm
mortar, 2); rounds 75mm RR, 780 chicom grenades, 22 rounds 1L,0mm rockets,

16 rounds 107mm rockets, 336 RPG rounds with boosters, 63 blasting caps
and 1280 detonators. A/1/l, at XD 935660, discovered at this time 150
SKS~55's, 2 submachineguns, 1 light machine gun, 76 rounds of 82mm mortar,
168 rounds 81mm, 300,000 rounds AK-L7, 200 Kilos of TNT, 6l claymores and
128 cases of .50 cal. At 1700H, 1/9 CP at XD 915665 received 20 rounds
incoming 82mm mortar from XD 919693. Results: 11 WIA, Subsequent air
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strikes and artillery resulted in 10 NVA/KTA. At 1800H, C/1/3 at XD 638

663 had one NVA "Chieu Hoi" approach their position. He was evacuated.

At 2105H, a CH-L6 helicopter, at VCB to refuel, crashed when searchlights

shined in the pilot's eyes. There were no injuries, At 2130H, E/2/26 at
XD 897620. received a probe from an unknown 512e unltthr0w1n' Chicom

grenades snd firing RPG's, T Coppany returned five. Also at 214,5H, B/1/k

at X» 9526(7 received a prob with Chicom grenades and RPG's,

20 Sep: At 0002H, B/1/9 received 5 incoming chicom grenades. AT Uosun,
G/272€ at YD $26625 detected movement near their position. After M-26
grenades were thrown, a_search of the area revealed 1 NVA/KIA. At OB30H,
a recon team detonated a booby trap at .YD 0826L9 cansing 3 WIA. At 0915H,

an air strike on XD 90565l resulted in 2 NVA/KTA. At 1LOOH, I/3/9 still
searching the training area base camp, found 110 bottles of penicillin, )
together with L large cases of assorted medical supplies, 34 rounds 122mm
rockets, 39,210 rounds of 7. 62mm ammunition and 3 additional bunkers.

At 1420H, F/?/B at XD 922626 received S/A fire from XD 923626. After
returning fire with small arms, artillery and gunships, the arsza was searched.
Results: 6 NVA/KIA and 1 NVA/POW, At 1500H, G/2/9 at XD 880527 found

2 graves, Inside of each, there was one body. Results: L2 NVA/KIA. o
By 1630H, F/2/3 at XD 923626 had located 11 NVA/KTA and captured 27 rounds
82mm, 250 pounds of rice, 7 AK-47's, and 1 RPG., Over 100 bunkers had been
found. At 1815H, F/2/3 at XD 923627 received AM and S/A fire from all

sides of their perimeter while a CH-L6 was making a resupply run. Results:

1 WIA. At 2015H, "H", "E", and F/2/3, vicinity XD 938827, XD 925626 and

XD 925626 respectlvely, recelved, probes on 30% of their lines with trip
flares going off around the area. 30 rounds of 60mm were received. There
were 15 WIA,

21 Sep: At 0500H, D/1/3 vicinity FSB Pete received one round incoming

87K fire which resulted in 1 WIA. At 1000H, K/3/3 at YD 9h8605 found an
abandoned enemy flame thrower with "ROK S 3" written on it. The flame
thrower was intact. Also found were six 120mm_rockets, 9 boosters, 10
122mm rocket launchers, 20 DH-10 mines, 21 chicom grenades, 7 RPG rounds,
33 rounds 60mm mortar, 9 rounds 82mm, 11 gas masks, 48 fuzes 60mm, 2l

shot gun shells, 8,800 rounds 7.62mm, 13 body bags, 200 pounds of rice,
nine 120mm rockets with warheads, documents and 13 NVA/KIA., At 125H,
G/2/9 at XD 928676 found 15 rounds 75mm RR and 50 rounds 82mm mortar.

At 1330H, a 1/9 CP vicinity YD 942661, found an NVA telephone similar to
our TA-1 with markings of "B-2, 19th Bn, 320th "Division", Also at 1330H,
1/3/9 at YD 875601 found one NVA bunker 10'x8'%6! with a small additional
bunker Lxhx6. Seven vats of medical gear, 2 operating gowns, 3 surgical
towels, 8 cases of morphine, {10 bottles per case) i bottles of ether and
250 pounds of rice were found in the bunker. MAlso 3 graves revealed 13
NVA/KIA, At 1425H, H/2/9 at XD 908633 found 23 bunkers, 500 rounds 30

cal and 1 Chinese sub-machine gun. At 1500H, D/1/9 at XD 903660 found

5 large, fresh mud graves containing at least 2l bodies each. The graves
were openad in order to estimate the number of bodies in esach one. Results:
120 NVA/KIA. Documents were also found. At 1530H, A/1/L found a base camp
and training area together with L AK-L7's, 3 SKS, hOO bandages, LOO leather
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rifle slings, 8 cases of 82mm mortars and 48 A.T. mines. At 1600H, £/2/3
at YD 926629 encountered S/A fire and heavy AA fire from XD 925632 while
searching a bunker system, resulting in 2 WIA. The fire was returned .
and the area swept. Found were L AK=LT7's, 6 NVA packs, and 10 NVA/KIA.
Some documents were also found. At 16L5H, €/1/9, at XD 98263E, received
A/W fire upon reaching the crest of the hill., Fire was returned and the
arca consolidated, Results were 1 KTA, L WIA and 1 NVA/KIA. At 1650H,
G/2/26 at YD 891636 found 155 cases 82mm mortars, 50 cases of 60mm rounds,
100 cases demolitions, 2 can 7.62mm ammo, 110 cans .50 cal, 20 cases RPG-
I's and 35 cases of mines. At 1700H, ¢/1/3 at XD 905660 found the remain-
ing portion ef a regimental size bunker and storage complex. Over 350
bunkers were found together with 3000 pounds of rice, 300 pounds of salt,
200 helmets, 100 packs and assorted documents. At 1800H, K/3/9 at XD
772590 found 25 chicom grenades, 12 DH-10 mines, 200 pounds of rice, 500

Soviet 7.62 long rounds, 2 large rolls of communication wire and assorted
other gear. B L

22 Sep: At 0930H, A/1/9 at XD 910656 found a 55 bunker complex, ten of
“hich were kitchens with assorted cooking materials. At 1200H, L/3/9 at
YD 864591 was hit by a command detonated mine, chicom grenades and small
arms fire. Tire was returned and artillery called in. Results: 5 WTA.
A\t 1220H, an I/3/9 patrol just outside their own lines observed 2 NVA
moving slowly towsrd them. At the same time the patrol heard movement

on their flanks. The patrol fired and a search of the area revealed 2
NVA/KTA with 2 AX-L7's. At 1330H, B/1/L at YD 936658 found 27 reinforced
bunkers, 1600 rounds .50 cal, 100 pounds of rice, and communication wire
leading from bunker to bunker. At 11154, a base camp was found 2t XD
891636 by E/2/26 consisting of 1l bamboo thatched huts (15'x25'), 1
kitchen, dispensary and head. Assorted rear was found along with 6 ca=es
of TNT and 3 grave sites containing 8 NTA/KTA. At 15208, F/2/3 found 1
NVA/KTA and 1 $KS. At 1700H, L/3/9 after an intense artillery prep of
the area, swept through the enemy positions at XD 864591 finding parts

of ? NVA/KTA. At 1E00H, E/2/3 at ¥D 92L627 found 200 pounds of rice and
2 RPG rounds. T oo

23 Sep: At 0B800H, D/1/L at XD 933658 found 95 rounds 75mm recoiless
Tifle. At OS20H, a 3/9 squad patrol at XD 862591, initiated contact with
an estimated NVA squad and recelved approximately 10 rounds of incoming
60m™ mortar from XD 852593, Results: 3 WIA. At 1130H, K/3/9 at XD 887
603 after an artillery prep found parts of bodies from 6 NVA/KIA, At 1300H,
1/, at XD 957676 observed 1 NVA pop up and opened fire causing 1 NVA/KIA.
At 1500H, L/3/9 at XD 862592 searched the area and found 8 NVA/KTA. At
2),00H, 2/9 was chopped to 9th Marines. Also 1/L and 2/3 were chopped to
3rd Marines.
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25-30 Sep: On the 25th, a boundary change was made, which shifted the
Trousdale A0, where 3/9 was operating, into the Scotland II A0, TAN-
CASTFR I TROUSDALE NORTH continued., There was, however, no enemy
contact during this period. A sweep was conducted along the Cam Lo
River Basin, and some munitions discovered but of very little quantity.

1 Oct: The month opened with the continuation of 1/3's two separate,

but parallel axis sweep in the Mutters Ridge area. Companies B and D
advanced along 'utter's Ridge while A and C advanced parallel to them.

2/3 pushed further on their sweep operation SE along the Cam Lo River
Basin toward Route "9. 1/L continued to advance toward Route # 1022, a
new road used by the NVA to move supplies and 152mm Guns across an under-
water bridge in the Ren Hai River. At 1100H, 2/26 at XD 969679 began taking
incoming 130mm artillery that continued throughout the afternoon. A total
of 59 rounds were received. Later, G/2/26 made contact with 10 to 12 WA
regnlting in 2 KTA, 11 WIA and 3 NVA/KIA. At 1150H, 2/3 chopped to Task
Force Hotel.

2 Oct: At 13201, a unit from G/2/26 made comtact with NVA at 1D 979688
TesuTting in 3 WIA and 5 NVA/KTA. Ten minutes later, 2/26 CP at TD 976
702 received 12 rounds recoiless rifle fire. Counter artillery fire was
fired. Between 2213H and 2230H, Camp Carroll received L incoming 130mm
rounds artillery.

3 Oct: At 1930H, H/2/26 made contact with approximately 25 NVA in vicinity
D Br2688. With two platoons up and one back, the hill was consolidated.
Results: 1l "'TA and 3 WVA/KIA. At 1800H, the attack resumed on an ob=
jective at YD 979688 after air strikes were run. T“ncountered were incoming
601711}, spider holes and machine gun fire. Results: 1 KIA, 2 WIA and 2
NVA/KIA,

5 Oct: Mo significant events. B
6 Oct: At 1245H, 2/26 found a 152mm gun pit together with 305 rounds of
To2rm increments, 1 box TNT, miscellaneous medical gear (Made in Fngland)
and documents.

7 Oct: At 13L5H, ©/2/26 received 12 rounds of 82mm from YD 997687, re=-
sulting in 2 WIA. At 15U0H, A/1/3 received li rounds heavy caliber from

D 9819k, At 1620, ©/2/3 received mortar rounds from YD 993688. Results:
2 WIA, During the day, ©/2/26 ran into a command detonated mine, and al®
received 2 rounds 130:m and 8l rounds 82mm mortar. At 1700H, H/2/26

found a heavy NVA track vehicle at YD 988689 capable of pulling an artiliery
piece. '
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8 Oct: Both A/1/3 and E/2/26 received incoming 75mm RR and mortars during
The day. Counter artillery resulted in 3 NVA/KIA, At 1LOOH, H/2/26 made
contatt with 20-30 NVA defending a hill at YD 988689. The NVA in spider
holes and bunkers began to withdraw over the hill as 81mm mortars were called
in. H/2/26 made contact with an estimated 2 NVA squads. A firefight fol-
lowing resulted in 1 KTA and 17 WIA. TANCASTER IT TROUSDALE NORTH ended. The
cumulative casualties and equipment/supplies captured of destroyed in LAN=-
CASTER IT TROUSDATE and TROTUSDALE NORTH are as follows:

FRIENDLY  ENEMY
KIA 102 KT 608
WIA 511 pow 1

Captured items included: 607 individual weapons, 2} crew served weapons,
2,685 bunkers destroyed, 1,429,838 small arm rounds, 21,538 mortar rounds,
1,310 recoiless rifle rounds, Li07 heavy rocket rounds, 3,936 RPG rounds,

4,876 mines, 12,917 grenades and 29,053 pounds of explosives. There were

72 huts and 2685 Dbunkers destroyed. Of special interest were 305,000 gauze
bandages captured together with 500 bottles of peniecillin, 150 bottles of
streptomycin, 242 vials of vitamins and numerous other medieal supplies.,

9 Oct: At OBOOH, 2/26 reported receiving 107 ER rounds from vicinity XD
993705, At 114SH, C and D/1/3 received an undetermined number of rounds
of unknown caliber while moving from vicinity YD 01168k, resulting in 1
KTIA and 18 WIA.

10 Oct: At 1345H, E/2/3 made contact with 3 NVA on a trail at YD 819665,
Besults were 1 NVA/KTA. At 1000H, A/1/3 received 12 rounds of 60mm mortar
fire from XD 996650. Results: © WIA. At 1800H, H/2/26 passed through
vicinity XD 998690 and found 17 NVA/KIA.

11 Oct: At 1230H, F/2/3 at YD 839666 captured 1 NVA/POW and 5 minutes later,
made contact with 2 NVA, resulting in 2 NVA/KIA. At 1820H, A/1/3 received
3 rounds 60mm mortar from YD 010667. During the day, D/1/3 found 100 bunkers

and 18 graves in vicinity YD 004689 and YD 006687. Results were 19 NVA/KIA.

12 Oct: At 1130H, H/2/3 made contact with 1 NVA at YD 852670. Results
were 1 WIA. At 1245H, E/2/3 found 500 pounds of rice at YD 836620.

13 Oct: At 112%H, H/2/3 found 250 pounds of rice at YD 858673. At 1L1iTH,
G/1/3 found L0 bunkers at YD 992678, together with 1LO pounds of rice, 8
cases of .50 cal and 5 chicom grenades. 1./3/3, during the day, found 1
NVA/KTA at YD 970597. At 1730H, a Marine from @/2/26 was shot in the leg
by some type of booby trap. Results: 1 WIA.

16 Oct: 2/26 chopped out of AO,
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17 Oct: During the day, D/1/3 found 333 rounds of 152mm from YD 99369k
To YD 987686. Also found were 5700 rounds of 12.7mm and 10 rounds of 85mm.

20 Oct: At 1230H, D/1/3, in vicinity XD 986690, received 2ly rounds of
T30mm artillery. Results: 1 WIA.

21 Oct: At 0256H, 1/3 received 6 to 7 rounds of unknown calibers

22 Oct: At 1330H, D/1/3 vicinity XD 983687, received 10 rounds 130mm
artillery, resulting in 1 KIA and 3 WIA.

23 Oet: At 13L5H, B/1/3 received sniper fire from YD 965626.

26 Oct: At 1SLSH, F/2/3 found 2 graves with 2 NVA/KIA at YD 126507.

27 Oect: At 0B16H, a recon team received 1 round of sniper fire, in
vieinity YD 099L.98, resulting in 1 WIA.

28 Oct: At 12LOH, L/3/3 at YD 778606 came across a sick NVA in i"hammock.
fe said his battalion left him behind and that their doctor had been killed
earlier.

30 Oct: At 1545H, A/1/3 found 20 bunkers with 200 pounds of rice.

1 Nev: At 1315H,.F/2/3 received incoming sniper fire, and at 13LOH re-
soived S/A fire from YD 132522, Artillery was called in. At 14158, ¥/2/3,
at YD 130520, encountered 3 to Ly NVA in well camouflaged bunkerse One
NVA/KTA resulted. ’

2 Novi During the day, F and E/2/3 participated in aHMEDCAP,program with
Popular and Regional Forces in the Cam Lo area. At 1320H, a recon team
at YD 129519 was hit by a command detonated claymore mine, resulting in
1 KIA and 3 WIA, '

S Nov: At 0930H, a platoon from H/2/3, on a recon patrol at YD 095598,
Teceived sniper fire from across the river. There were no casualties.
At 1LOOH, F/2/3 detonated a booby trap while on a combined operation with
Popular and Regional Forces. Results were 2 USMC WIA"and 3 ARVN WIA.
At 1845H, 2nd platoon, 3rd Anti-tank Battalion, at 1D 168585, received 25
rounds of S/A fire from a village at YD 178590,

6 Nov: At 0337H, 2/3, at YD 095595, received incoming 82mm rounds from
The morth. At 1300H, M/3/4 and K/3/9 were chopped to 3rd Marines. At

1L,00H, F/2/3, while moving through the bushes at YD 130530, detonated a
surprise firing device, resulting in 5 WIA.
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7 Nov: At 1515H, a resupply convoy from 2/3 detonated an enemy explo-
sive device, resulting in 5 WIA.

9 Nov: A% 1530H, F/2/3 was informed by village chiefs that an NVA com=
pany of 83 men were at YD 123527 carrying a B-IO rocket launcher and 60mm
mortars. Their mission (NVA) was to fire on Cam Lo. At 2305H, Camp Carroll
received § rounds of 60mm mortars. At 2020H, a unit at YD 170586 was hit
by fifteen 60mm mortars from YD 180575 and YD 168572, Artillery was called
in.

10 Nov: At O200H, E/2/3 at C=3 received twenty 82mm rounds. At 0215H,

Gam Lo received approximately 50-60 rounds of 60mm mortars from YD 108

603. There was 1 KIA and 10 WIA. There were also numerous civilian cas-
walties Avtillery was called in. At O7LSH, an AO cbserved 10 NVA in the
open, at YD 076l, moving north. Gunships were called in.

11 Nov: At O7LOH, B/1/3 at YD 969617, received an estimated 7 rounds 60mm
from YD 965626. Three hours later, B/1/3 received 30 incoming rounds of
82mm mortar from XD L6620, Six hours later, B/1/3 received 12 rounds of
60mm mortar from YD L6623, Artillery fire was called in after each attack.

12 Nov: At 1930H, B/1/3 received sporadic S/A fire from the east and west
and, at 2103H, received 60mm mortar fire from YD 976616, resulting in 1 WIA.

13 Nov: A cordon was effected around Rao Vinh with E and F 2/3, L/3/3,
T/37% and the 5th ARVN Battalion.

1L Nov: At 090CH, F/2/3, vicinity of ID 13351k, tripped a surprise firing
device causing 1 WIA. Then at 1030H, F/2/3 tripped an 81vm round rigged
as a surprise firing device, at YD 122521, causing 3 WIA. At 16L5H, an
A/1/3 platoon received fire and grenades from NVA in vicinity YD 9L6623.
The firefight lasted until 2000H. Resultshic 3 KIA, 17 WIA and 5 NVA/KIA.

15 Nov: At 0930H, a recon team observed 2 NVA moving north along a trail
In vicinity YD 130503, They initiated contact resulting in L KIA, L WIA
and 2 NVA/KIA. At 1725H, B/1/9 received S/A fire from a tree covered hill
west of their position. At 1730H, C/1/9 received AK-L7 fire on their po-
sition at YD 137L70.

16 Nov: At 1715H, NVA detonated directional mines at C/1/3 as a firefight
developed. Air and artillery support were subsequently calleds Results
were 1 WIA and L NVA/KIA. At 1730H, C/1/3 received 8 rounds of 60mm mor=-
tars from YD 937627, '

17 Nov: At 1110H, a recon team initiated conﬁéct with 3 NVA moving south
on 2 trail in vicinity YD 902611. Results were 1 NVA/KTA. At 1L1OH, C/1/3,
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in vieinity XD 937627, received 7 rounds 60mm mortar from YD 926627. At
1605H, while on the move in viecinity YD 128512, personnel from L/3/3 trip-
ped a surprise firing device, resulting in 3 WIA. A% 1915H, a frag grenade
was thrown at a truck blowing a tire. There were 7 WIA,

18 Nov: At 1)28H, C/1/3 at LZ Sierra receivéd 5 incoming 60mm mortar rounds
from ID $25621. One hour later they received another 5 rounds.

19 Nov: C/1/3 received L incoming rounds 60mm mortar from YD 9L3633. At
17300, ®/2/3 found 1 NVA/KIA at YD 140493. At 2105H, H/2/3 at YD 692599
received 10 to 12 rounds of 82mm mortar.

20 Nov: At 1200H, the point element of a road sweep detonated a plastic

AP mine at Y" 063570, There was 1 KTA and 1 WIA, At 1LOOH, while conducting
a combined sweep in vicinity YD 090613, incoming AAY fire and 60mm mortars
caused 1 KTIA, 3 WIA and 2 NVA/KIA. Artillery was called in.

23 Nov: AT 2L,00H, OPERATION LANCASTRR IT QEhMINATED

11. RESULTS

A. Casualties:

USMC T.0SSES
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun ggli Aug Sep Oct Nov Totals
KIA 30 88 "13 30 31 9 22 'E% ‘55 15 IZ 359
WIA (MED)] 120 225 87 182 103 L5 97 233 L31 129 61 1713
WIA (MIN) 7 105 54 6L 36 27 22 20 32 7 3 387
' NVA LOSSES
KIA 169 85 55 130 L8 15 380 178 597 125 19 1801
POV 9 - 2 1 - 2 - 3 7 3 - 27

In addition there was 1 ARVN/KIA, 15 VC/POW and 87 civilians killed
(primarily in June from incoming artillery).

B, Captured weapons:

82l individual weapons
89 crew served weapons including two 75mm pack
howitzers.

C. Captured munitionss

35,430 rockets/artillery/mortars
1,454,919 small arm rounds
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13,308 grenades
l,9Lh9 mines
32,982 pounds of explosives

Tn addition there were thousands of increments, fuzes, blasting caps
and .50 cal rounds captured or destroyed -

D. Captured food supplies:

11,811 poundd of salt
50 pounds of flour
110,322 pounds of rice

E. Captured medical supplies:

306,000 gauze bandages

500 bottles, penicillin

150 bottles, streptomyein

500 tablets, aspirin

242 vials, vitamins

110 ampules, novacaine

170 vials, morphine

1), vials, atropine sulphate
2 bottles, chloromycetin
3 pouches, opium
29 medical kits

F. Captured 782 gear:

Captured 782 gear included 253 packs, 266 helmets, 111 E-tools, 117 gas
masks, 302 pistol belts, 217 utility sets, 201 sweat shirts, 10O leather rifle
slings, 51 ponchos, Ll blankets, 1 compass, 2 sets of binoculars, maps, rat
traps, canteens and sandals. i '

G. Miscellaneous:

There was 1 heavy tracked vehicle, 2 bicycles, 1 NVA telephone, 2500
feet of communication wire, 2 radios, and hundreds of documents captured.
There were 5,521 bunkers and 77 huts destroyed.

12. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

A. Supply
(1) The primary ssurce of supply from January through June in
Operation Lancaster IT was FLSG-B at Dong Ha. Helicopter resupply was

roubine during this period with the exception of seven emergency resupply
missions in February, three in March, four in April, and three in May.
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(2) Tn June, July, and August, there was a shortage of field protec-
tive masks, flak jackets, and small size utilities. A shortage of water
cans was also a problem.

(3) From August through October, Dong Ha remained the primary source
of all classes of supply except Class V. Ammunition was sfored at Quang
Tri, Tn September, Vandegrift Combat Base had Class I, III, IV, and V
supplies on hand. '

(L) Normal helicopter resupply to battalions in the northern Lane
caster IT AQ began during July from LZ Stud (later Vandegrift Combat Base)e
From a study of helicopter resupply during this period, it was found that
within a ten mile radius:

(a) A battalion on the move required an average of ten CHaLi6
1ifts per day. These 1lifts must be scheduled early in the morning and late
in the afternoon as not to adversely effect the tactical situation. Tt
required two CH-L6é aircraft per battalion to accomplish this resupply.

(b) "nits that utilized a fixed I7 for a period of time re=
quired an average of eight CH-U6 1ifts per day delivered at any time.
Two CH-=L6's can deliver this cargo in approximately one houre '

(c) Fire supnort bases required i8-23'CH-53 1ifts the first
day and an average of seven CH-53 lifts per day thereafter. Hach air--
craft had the capability of delivering four lifts per hour.

(3) From August to November the most significant problems were
shortage of 2nd Echelon repair/components parts for motor transport and
commmnication equipments; and the high deadline rate due to a lack of |
field maintenance. Power Cenerators(20, 30, and 60kw, 60 cycle) had such
a high deadline rate that only 37% of the generators on hand in the Division
were operational. :

B. HMaintenance and Base Support

(1) The 3rd Engineer Battalion provided support throughout the opera-

tion. Water points were maintained at Camp Carroll and later Vandegrift
Combat Base., - - o

(2) The 11th Engineers provided electrical power and other facil=
ities including showers, laundry, baker, and ice services, though these
services were not always on a dependable basls. Sanitation problems ex-
ssted at Camp Carroll in July due to inadequate head and shower facilities.
The trash dump was a problem in August gie to a lack of ob%ainins a

servicsable lractor and blade.
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C. Hospitalization and fivacuation

(1) There were no major hospital or evacuation problems reported
throughout Operation Lancaster IT,.

(2) Casualties were evacuated usually by helicopter, though deterred
sometimes by weather.

(3) Casualties requirirg treatment beyond organic Battalion Aid Sta=
tion and Negimental Aid Station level were evacuated to Co "D" of the 3d Med
Battalion until 16 August.

(L}) From late August, serious cases were evacuated to 3d Med Bn
Hospital at Quang Tri. , .

D. Transportation

(1) Direct and general motor transport support was provided throughe
out the operation on an as required basis from Division motor transport
unitse 7

(2) In January, Company "A", 9th If7 Bn provided truck suppnort incluods
ing L trucks in general support and trucks "as required" for supply from
Dong Ha, Company "C", 9th MT Bn took over truck support in April and was
relieved by Comvany "A" in June. 7

(3) As multi-regimental helicopter operations began in July, 3rd MT
Bn provided a truck platoon consisting of fifteen 2% ton trucks, nine cargo
trailers and one wrecker to haul troops and deliver large quantities of
supplies to Camp Carroll and IZ Stud for helilift to the battalions in the
field. 9th MT Bn continued to move personnel and material from Dong Ha to
Vandegrift Combat Base, Further, 9th Motor Transport Battalion maintained
one reinforced platoon of 15 trucks, and five truck tractor and trailers
at Vandegrift Combat Base during July and August. Starting in September
until November, 9th MT Bn maintained one company at Vandegrift Combat
Base in general support of units operating at and from the base,

(4) Air transportation was provided by MAG-16, MAG-36 and MAG-39,
Helicopters were used for resupply medical evacuation and troop lifts

under routine and emergency conditions.

P, Communications

The hith Marines movement to Camp Carroll during January was effected
without any major problems. Two radio relay links with the 3rd Marine
Division using orgtnic AN/TRC=27 equipment was established. A link with
the 26th Marines at Khe Sanh and 3/9 at Thon Son Lam and Phu Bai was estabe
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(1) ILack of supply and maintenance support was a handicap. For
instance, in February, of 82 major items of electronic communication equip=-
ment authorized for the 4th Marines, only 54 items were on hand. And of
those 5l only 39 were operational. Eleven needed maintenance and four items
needed spare parts. This lack of supply and maintenance supports althaih
varying to a small degree,waé apparent in each regiment and throughout the
LANCASTER IT operations. In July, HQ 3rd Marines reported numerous combat
essential items being deadlined for long periods, some items for six months
or more.

(2) Frequency management was a major difficuly throughout LANCASTER
II. The 9th Marines, on nine occasions in June, had hesvy interference from
other U.S./Allied units requiring them to change their primary frequencies.

In conducting heliborne field operations, the overloaded channels handicapped

coordination.

. (3) Another problem until August was the LOO cps powersrequire~
ment on the TRC-27 which could not be provided with the PU-27 generator,
TRC-97, a new 600 series of LOO cps generators (PU-670) were placed into
service in August. —

Of interest in July the PRC~77 and KY-38 were tested and
gave excellent results over the KY~8. In August steps were being taken
to inerease their use.

13. SPECIAL EQUIPMENT AND TECHNIQUES

A, A lift-off pad and techniques for its use were developed to allow
for poor weather, helicopter avallability, and the huge amounts of supplies
that had to be delivered by air to units in the mountains.,

Orders from battalions were called in to unit representatives sit-
ting in bunkers just off the pad. The orders were logged and charted, the
supplies .acquired and’ staged on the proper lane painted on the pad in fromt
of them. As the supplies were placed in the nets, they were charted by the
tower operator, .

Also, every morning, each resupply helicopter commander was given
a prepared sheet listing all units by a line number, with the call sign,
location and frequency so that as the helicopter approached the pad, the
tower said to him: "I have a load for you to go to line #6; you'll find
it on pad Alpha, lane #L." This was the extent of the transmission. A
crew on the ground had the same information, hooked the net to the heli~
copter as he hovered, and from there the supplies were lifted by the heli-
copter. '
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The representative called his unit and told them the supplies were en=
route. "“hen the helicopter arrived, the LZ was already cleared and smoke
available. The net was dropped and the helicopter returned for another
load. Hellcopters flew continually, setting down only for chow, fuel,

or crew relief. If threat of darkness or poor weather occured, represent=
atives at the pad coordinsted in determining priorities to insure that the
most urgent supnlies were lifted out. The technique of the lift-off pad
helped minimize the emergency resupplies that otherwise would have been
needed. '

B. Starlight scopes wsre increasingly used on ambushes, LP's and
perimeter defense by infantry companies. Night Observation Devices (NOD's)
and PP=56's were employed at major bases. In May, a 1/} OP, using a
NOD, observed a group of NVA moving along between the outer perimeter wire
and an ambush/patrol. The patrol was alerted but due to pitch darkness
was unable to see. The company commander was alerted and through the
NOD was able to manmever his troops into an advantageous position, where
when artillery illumination was called, the ambush was sprung resulting
in 7 NVA/KIA,

C. The use of "Chieu Hoi" Kit Carson Scouts doubled during the
operation. T he scouts were responsible for finding many mines, booby-
traps and minitions caches. They sometimes were able to talk NVA/VC out
of caves or tumnels. Many unit commanders did recommend that they be
given more langua~e training, however the Kit Carson Scout's successes are
attested to by the fact that demand for them presently exceeds the supply.

D. High pinnacle, razorback ridge, fire support bases were developed
in support of new mobile concepts of operation. (SeenEnclosure 12) Tech-
nigues using lightweight, helicopter portable tractors, chainsaws, and
explosives were adapted to nreparing a new area so that within 6 hours
the first gun could be helilifted in and ready to fire.

E. Trench diggers were employed at major combat bases resulting in
saving manpower. o e S

15. COMMANDERSH CO'™THMTS

Operation Lancaster II was initiated as a long range operation dese
ifnated to clear the NVA/VC forces from the mountainous areas that dominate
the central portion of theDivision AO and control freedom of movement
along National Route 9. Opening National Route 9 would permit overland
movement of men and supplies in large quantities to the U.S. forces at
the Khe Sanh Combat Base thereby releasing helicopter assets for ex-
ploitation of the enemy's weaknesses and detailed destruction of his base
camps and supply cachesS.

During the initial phase, the enemy's ability to interdict route 9
and impede the overland flow of supplies and equipment was blunted.
Artillery and logistic support facilities were constructed to provide the
necessary backup for the next phase of the operation; clearing the enemy
from the central portion of the Division AO.

The progression from regaining control of the LOC to the systematic
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destruction of the erenmy's forces, base camps, and supply caches was
pressaged by the initiation of mobile helicopterborne assault opera-
tions. The concept of the mobile helicopterborne assault called for

the egtablishment of landing zones and expansion of these landing zones
into fire support bases at which artillery batterieg would be pogitioned
to provide protective/supporting fire for the infantry elements as they
moved down the ridgelines seeking out the enemy's base caipa and cachesg.
Additional fire support bases would be constructed approximately 8000
meters gpart, thereby providing g three thousand meter over-range to
provide the necessary close-in counter-mortar fire to protect the Fire
Support Base from enemy sttacks The fire support bases provided mutu-
ally supporting artillery fire not only to the infantry elements operating
under this protective fan but to the fire bases themselves, Infantry units
were then able to maintain pressure on the enemy regardless of weather
conditions and availability of air support.

SECRET

As a result of this congtant pressure, the Marine elsments were
able to force the enemy out of his base camps, uncover his supply caches,
spoil his plans for counter-offensive operations and ultimately drive
the eneny back across the Demilitarigzed Zone into North Vietnam. The
effect of Operation Lencaster on the combat efficiency of the North
Vietnamese forces was evidenced by the large numbers of caches that
were uncovered that had been hastily abandoned by the enemy in his
flight out of the ares in the face of overwhelming fire power and
rspidly moving infantry forces. By late QOctober and early November the
threat to the central portion of the Division A0 and to Nationsl Route
9 was reduced to the point where freedom of movement of troops, asup-
plies and equipment was unimpeded by the enemy's presence in the North-
ern Central portion of Quang Tri Provinece which consisted mainly of
scattered screening and recon forces. These were attacked in detail by
the Marine forces remgining in the area. With the elimination of the
enemy threat to the central portion of the Division A0 snd Route 9
Lencgster II was terminsted.

: The landing zones and fire support bases developed during Operation
Lapncasgter II provided a dividend effect for the Third Marine Division
in that the vacated fire gupport bases and landing zones remain avail-
able for immediate re-occupancy with a minimum of preparation or engi-
neer effort., These can be utilized to conduct normal operations, in-
sert recon teams, or support large scale offensive operations in the
event the NVA/VC initiate another major effort in this area from across

the DMZ.
M"—-/ ONES
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DREVELOPMFNT OF FIRE SUPPORT BASES
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The following discussion of the preparation and concept of the use
of high pimnacle, rarorbesck fire support besses, was extracted from an
article prepared for the Merine Corps Gazette by Colonel Martin J. Sexton,
presently Chief of St-ff, 3rd Msrine Division (Rein). The article des-
cribes spreifieslly Fire Support Brees devrloped during Operstion Scot-
land II though the concept also spplies to Fire Support Bases constructed
dwing Operstion Lsncester II, = o .

"A key to the fire brsc concept is the selection process, If it is
carefully selected, thoroughly plsnned and repidly constructed, the bene=
fits are tremendous. Conversely, a hsstily selected end poorly plamed
FSB will simply multiply difficulties., A "package", or "zippo" team, that
has proved immensely satisfectory includes the infantry regimental com-
mander, infantry battalion commander, artillery battalion commander,
artillery battery commander, rifle company commander, communications of=-
ficer and engineer officer, Hopefully the visusl recomnaissance can be
made from a HUEY or CH-46. Lither "bird" affords excellent observation
and is capable of carrying all personnel simul taneously. On the other
hand, the UH-3L is a most difficult helicopter from which to execute
a VR, After the required VR is accomplished, and the decision rendered,
all personnel commence accelerated planning for the most expeditious
construction of the fire base.

The type and nature of terrain is the next key factor in the construc-
tion process. For example, GURKHA, ALPINE and FULLER required little or
no clearance of trees or brush, On the other hand, ARGONNE, NEVILLE, amd
RUS“FLL presented a difficult initial clearing problem, The so-called
"IURRICAN™ BOMBY, or 10,000 pound jury-rigged aerial delivered bomb offers
great promise, but it cannot be utilized on a small, precise terrain
feature, The TP is too great,

The initial preparstions on ARGONNF were made by 250, and 500
pound bombe rnd deisy cutters, However, the terrrin was so dense thet
r suiteble 17 could not be prep-red in this menner, Conseouently, the
infrntry rsseult elements (- rifle compeny), reinforced with engineers
rnd 2n rrtillery survey periy were forced to land approximately LOOO me-
ters from the prospective fire b-se site and moved to it on foot, This
took en edditionsl dsy, but it hed to be done in such a mamer, Upon
arrival st the crest of Hill 1308, or what was to be known as FSB ARGONNE,
the infantry immediately set out security. The engineer detachment (1
officer and 12 enlisted) made a rapid on-site survey for a IZ., A tech-
nique which has been utilized successfully is that of building the
initial LZ on the military crest of the hill., In this way there will
normally be less obstructions that have to be cleared, helicopter ap=-
proach and retirement routes are better and artillery resupply is
facilitated, However, in some situations it is not feasible to construet

1 ENCLOSURE (1)
SHCRET

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

® - @
SFCRET

the high 17 initielly, ARGONNF wae such a cese, and work initisily commen=
ced on sn L7 down hill spproximstely 100 meters from the typographical
crest. Two days later, when this L7 was being used by CH-L6's for the
first time, there was a loud explosion while the helicopter was hovering
approximstely L6 feet off the ground. A detailed search of the land-

ing szone revealed a surprise explosive firing device that had been plan-
ted during the night by NVA, Fortunately, the helicopter was not damsged,
and this ineident graphicelly highlighted several tactical lessons. First,
while working on an IZ it must be included within the night perimeter, in
this instance it wasn't., Secondly, the higher LZ is generally preferable
and normally offers more advantage than does one lower on the 8lopes,

Fire Support Base NEVILLE was pwrposefully selected for its relative
insccessibility. It rises to a peak elevation of 1105 meters, and is
atop a narrow, rocky, razorback formation., The widest point on this
fire base is barely 20 meters. The preparation of suitable LZs and
firing positions for the 105mm battery posed unique problems. There was
a considerable demclition effort involved, but a surprising smount of
hand engineering effort (just plain pick and shovel work) took place,
The construction of fighting positions and living spaces required a
longer and more detailed effort. On the other hand, the requirements
for man-made obstacles are less on this type of position, As a matter
of fact the very physical limitations of FSB NEVILLE precluded the
instellation of extensive obstacles, The construction of FSBs RUSSELL
and FULIFR presented very similsr problems. The terrain was precl-
pitous end hervily woodéd., The development of esch base required essen-
tislly the following:

MAJOR ITEMS OF FOUIPMENT
(1) One Cese 450 Crewler Tractor, '
(2) One Case 580 Rubber Tire Tractor (Back Hoe),

(3) Four Remington Chain Saws.
(4) One Infantry Pioneer Chest.

MATERIALS EXPENDED

(1) 1260 1bs of C-L.
(2) 200 1bs of TNT

(3) 15=151b Shape Charges.

(L) 150 Bangalore Torpedoes,

2 FNCLOSURE (1)
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(5) 5800 feet of det cord.

(6) 300 feet of time fuse,

(7) 850 non-electric blasting caps.
(8) 55 electrical blasting caps,

(9) 50 feet of 1ine charges, |
(10) 35 gallons of chaimsaw mixture,
(11) 10 gallons of chaineaw oil.

The prolonged combat operstions,..provided an invaluable opportunity
to develop certein tacticsl imnovetions snd correlete plamming fectors
which could be used es besic premises for future operstions, Some of
the most aelient fectors sre s follows:

(1) # technicue of caching smell rusntities of MCI in proximity to
FSBs vhich sre to be closed wes implemented, _

(2) mother technieue which proved veluabla wes thet of logistically
swging supplies at the fire support bases to a level of approximately
five dgys of supply -- especially in Class I and Class V (Infantry).

Fy wmginteining these consumable items netted at the FSBs it was possible
vo maintain daily resupply of campanies operating from base camps at
some distances from the FSB. This was not intended to develop competing
I5is, but to take advantage of those periods when visibility permitted
heiicopters to operate in the forward areas while the logistic supply
area at Vandegrift Combat Base wes "socked in", Such a situation is &
unique ,»ircumstance which pertains in the Northwest portiom of Quang Tri
Province, and is illustrated by the conditions in the vicinity of FSBs
GURKHA, ALPINE end ARGONNE,

(3) The technique involved in closing ouf ‘a fire support base should
be planned in just as much detail and as thoroughly as the development
of such a base, A basic decision is required concerning the degree of
dismantling that will be implemented, For example, at GURKHA the tops
of &ll bunkers were removed prior to departure, 3 of the 6 artillery firing
positions were dismentled and efforts exerted to permit daily serisl ob-
servation of the position, On the other hand, the superior preparation
and construction of positions at FSB SHFPHERD dictated thet the base be
left largely intsct, Thus, the FSB wes left virtuglly intsct. As a
metter of fret, upon deprriwre, mock-up guns snd "dummy" positions were
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developed in order to lend credé_}gce to » continusl occupetionsl status
of the positions, An edditionsl doren menikins were dispersed throughout
the FSB position; end periodically patrols check out the area, set ambushes

end employed stay-behind squads to take sdventage of the overall tactical

. 8itvatim.

(l) Another invalusble planning factor has been developed to assist
with the planning, development and completion of LZs in ths triple canopy
which characterized this area. Assuming that & detailed VR has been made
and prior planning has been complete, the following basic requirements
permit opening of an LZ suitable for the internal receptions of a CH=L6
within 24=72 hours of initiation,

(a) One (1) rifle platoon for security and to assist engineers.

(b) Ten (10) engineers equipped with L power saws, axes and
& minimm of 650 1bs of demolitions.

(¢) Air penels, smoke grenades and an integral HST,

(d) A minumum of 2 corpsren,

(5) Still enother techninue associsted with the development of LZs
end FSBs is that of énswring periodic serisl photograsphic coversge. It
is desirrble to photogrsph the preperriions, development and completion
of such sress (es well ss the closing of same) principelly for documentery
purpoge, This will then be aveilgble for "turnover" purposes, and/or to
essist new units or orgenisstions vhich mey sssume responsibility for the
20.

(6) Careful anslysis of the time-spzce factor, insofar es ground
movement is concerned, was instrumentsl in the development of wseful md

relisble planning factors, The following were determined: = =

First, movement for troops in the terrain of Northwest Quang
Tri Frovince is limited to approximately 500 meters per four hours —=
if it hes rained for 2L of more hours, On the other hand, if the
weather had been clear for over 2L hours, movement will generally vary
from 2300 to 3300 meters. The exact distance is dependent upon the speeifis
terrain and the physical condition of the unit concerned, (Both of these
factors are,.of course, based on no eneny contact),

The most significant factor occurring as a result of the foregoirg
described operations is considered to be that of the preparatiéon of the
large number of LZs and mutually swporting fire support bases, It is
through the medium of such bases that the 3rd Marine Division (or any foress
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operating in the Northwest portion of Queng Tri Province) can at any time
move strong forces into areas which the enemy heretofore considered his
towm", Todey, Free VWorld Militery Forces are conducting on a daily besis,
combet operrtions throughout the Northwest portion of I Corps Areas of
Opergtions, Thesr operstions ere chrrecterized by mobility, flexibility
end messive fire power. The succegs of such operstions is dependent upon
& number of fectors -- aveilebility of troop 1ift helicopters, resupply
by hesvy 1lift helicopters, fire support coordinstion end cooperation

vith MRVN Forces, detriled rnd contlinuing recomnaisssnce efforts -- to
mention ¢ few, Nevertheless, the fundementsl ingredient for these success=-
ful operstions is the Fire Support Base and the network of supporting
landing zenes, In truth, the 3rd Marine Division has "Opened up the West"
in Quang Tri Province of the Republic of South Vietnam!*,
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