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FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CO 3d Marine Regiment 1ltr 3/rCD/wsh 3480 Serial
No. 003415369 of 2 June 1969

From:
Tos
Vias
Subjs
Ref:

Commanding General, 3d Marine Division (Rein) FMF

General, U,S. Military Assistance Command; Vietnam
(1; Commanding General, XXIV Corps
(2) Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force

Operation Maine ﬂﬂg Combat After Action Report
(£) MACY Dir 335-8

1. Readdressed and forwarded in accordance with reference (f).

2o Contents noted with following remarkss:

2o Operabion officially commenced on 15 March vice 10 March 1969,

bo

Officisl Division SITREP Cumulative Losses (both friendly and

enemy) differ from After Action Report Results, paragraph #11, page 18
and, should be adjusted as follows:

Ripc;!‘i Resvet,

. FRIENDLY LOSSES

1) T ol BRIV Sab THLL

¥

(=) 17 KIA viee 16 KIA : S 4
(;; 97 WIA(E)e:ice 103 WIA(E) é B1 -’;E 220369
(e) 7 WIA(M) vice 10 WIA(M) e
(2) Usa

(a) L KIA vies 3 KIL

(b) 28 WIA(E) vice 23 WIA(E)

(c) 2 wra(M) vice 6 WIA(M)

ENEMY LOSSES

(1) Personnel = 157 NVA KIA vice 95 NVA KIi

R e
éb) L1l TWC viece 3L0 IWC SER!
) B /pmmcs
By direction
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3rd Marine Division
Command Chronology
Encl 5A After Action Reports, from Marine & USA Elements
Tab A 3rd Marines Combat After Action Report, Operation Maine Crag, w/lst End,
Tab B 4th Marines Combat After Action Report, Operation Purple Martin,
w/lst End.
Tab C 4th Marines Report, Subj: Marine Corps Matters in Connection with
Operation Purple Martin
Tab D Department of the Army, lst Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry Division
(Mech) Combat Operation After Action Report(Operation Task Force
Remagen),w/lst End & 2 Annexes Tabs E & F
Tab E Department of the Army, lst Battalion, 77th Armor Combat Operations After A
Action Report(Operation Maine Crag), w/9 Incls:
Incl 1 Area of Operations Overprint
Operation Order 3-69
Frag Order #l to Operation Orxder 3-69
Overlay Issued With Verbal Order on 26 Mar 69
Frag Order #2 to Operation Order 3-69
Frag Order #3 to Operation Order 3-69
Frag Order #4 to Operation Order 3-69
Frag Ordexr #5 to Operation Order 3-69
Resupply & Mgintenance Statisties
Tap F Department of the Army, lst Battalion Mechanized, 6lst Infantry,
Ist Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mech)Combat Operations
After Action Report (Operation Task Force Remagen 11), w/12 Incls:
Incl 1 Map Overprint
Initial Disposition of Task Force
Frag Order #15 !
Frag Order #16 :
Frag oxder #17
Frag Order #18
Frapg order #19
Frag Order #20
Frag Order #21
10 Plan for Post-Attack Pursuit of the Enemy on 28 Apr 69
11 TIntelligence Spot Reports
12 Logistics
TAb G Department of the Army, lst Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry D1vi51on
(Mech) Combat Operations After Action Report (Cperation William's
Glade), w/l End; & 2 Incls:
Incl 1 Operation Overlay
2 Operation Overlay
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7t Artidiery LUpsration Mains Crag)

13t Bu, 12%h Mapines was in diract support (/8)
rines Por Operadion Malne Urag.. The following
wore ﬁi¥1umﬁ dur nmﬁnhms oue@atiﬁna,ﬁ7,,77 B

ag erployed using the Five ‘
Baﬁ%‘{“&ﬁ) ﬂgngspt af ceration,  Five gaﬂ%rate F3Bg
traucted & occupled during %he course of this ope= v
seation. 1n order to provids eaﬂ&inumua fire support % ths
iﬁ:ﬁﬁﬁ%s'in a fas® moving tastical situstion. The FSB cou-
~ap% of cperation iz not new %o the 3¢ Hapinss or 1712, and
was handlied in a professional manner with few problems.
The folldwing polnts are salient and aaamld be cenaldersd on
Futura gﬁeﬂanianﬁa 7

E
{é;;

IR

{s)} A1l Biry moves should be congldered an
agtical moves and fragged as. tasule&t 1ifts, This is cone
5¥ $0 current ﬁlvisiﬁﬂfﬁing policy; . hoWever Our exper-
indieates the Tactlcal. Frag is a far auperior gystem
ragerda to a Biry move in support of an operailon,

i W “ '1“\ VEE‘!W e

to} The uss of the Firé Supporlt Base Inspection
and Reconnaisgence FPlanning Praparativn and Organlzation
{FIRPPU) Team has proven to be rxﬁrem»lﬁ haneflﬁial and time

asawing, and should be emploved wheneved possibls,

e {e) The Zone Inferpretation Planning Prspaxatlon,
2nd vaﬁflluht {ZIPFO) Tesm will sslect the proposed site for
= new F5B, The Infantry'ﬂampany Commander will normally be
*H@ fﬁﬁat one bo motually walk the grﬂunﬂ at the propozad
8B, He should make a2 debermi ﬁtiﬁn ﬁﬁ 0 wheths® bhe ground
iends 1tself to the comsiructicn of & F3By and report this
info o vhe Hegimental Commander . lhlg can sliminste mueh
gnnee s32AFY WOrk and save time ir tNQ pron@sqd slte canvg%
ba G@ngﬂned inko & F3B,

“ﬂmmuni sion veﬁmm 1@ of &vy BSB‘s,was 8 limit-
¢ throughout this opersticn.- "This 1§ & continuous
ioherent in this bype of operstion, snd 1%t is im-
ia 1imitation he congidered at all levels of plane
%a anm during bthe opsration. Eh@ faiiwwing points
@Rslaafatiann; .

fr-);

DECLASSIFIED




i
R
.

AR “\H'\'Iil

P

AT :

TRTpETe

‘FTT!I‘]’T"'P 1‘ "“‘! ““‘W!E” F”“““

1;‘""‘1‘ ”

-

=
=

f ra
=
T
J

i

1t I

M

LI
|

DECLASSIFIED

{a) Prior to commencing thilas type of operabion

WW%HB“Aﬁ%fiT%§§WEn:Gﬁmmanda? nekes an eatimabs, baged on pasd

atperignea 4nd the prauent fapticsl situation, of the heavy
1i7¢ copters, ncedsd on a daily basis to resupply his Bn, -

The MAG, knowing 1tfs overall commitments som determine t0 whalb
extent they will be able to support The subjeet operation,

{b) "The Aritillery Bn Commander will establizh
priorities for resupply and these mugt be adhsred o by the
Owli/S=l and LSA personnel, There wers times on this operée
tion when it eppsared that priorliies from the £ield were nct

honored.

ie) Detelled planning must be accompllshed ak
21l levels o ensure mazimum utilizatlon of heavy 11t aszsebs.

c{d) A minimunm accepbable ammunition level musk
be oatablished, and when this point is reached only contach
and active missiens will be fired,

(o] Resupply of artillery ammunition by paras
drop should be consldered only in an emergency gltuation,
due to 1ts insceuracies, : .

{y) It ie vorth noting that duricg this operation '
the ARVE 105 Biry on FSE Torch wes used bo suppord 2/3
during 2 crltlesl period of time. The Biry performed Tery
well, and no problems were encounberad :

{5} General Suppor® Artillery wes pré%id@d:bg the
following wnibas? 7 “ L
. 3sb 8" How Bitey (8P} - VWGB
© Bth 155 Gun Em? {sP) = VCB

24 Bn 94th (175) Field Arsy (USA) ~ Calu
ARVE 105 Biry - F3B Toreh

BTHY I6

iat Prov 12 Mawsh | VGB FSB Cates
451712 15 March ECB FSB Snapper
G/L/12 15 March Cug : Calu :
CfL/L2 16 March Calu ' VCB

g/ /2 .17 March veoB FSB Salgen

ist FProv 18 Marsh FSB Cates FSB Saigen
Afi/L2 23 Mareh FSB Soepper FSB Spark

1gt Prov 26 Mapch F3SB Zaigon FSB Spark ,

3 | - _— |
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UACLASSIFIZD

H
3%

’ \‘WH‘H m

C BTRY DATE " FROM To
= C/1/1z 6 April FSB Saigon  FSB Whiaman
e Af1/12 1l April  FSB Spark FSB MeClintook
= ia% Prov 13 April F3B Spark FS8B MeClintock
= W/l/i2 27 Spril Dong Ha FSB Gsucho
= C/l/12 (=) 29 4pril - FSB Whismsan FSB Gaucho
3 W/L/12 30 April  FSB Gaucho VOB
b {7} Missions {Operation Maine Crag)
- 0B3 UNOBS  H& I TOTAL
- 105 802 2611 1962 5375

) 155 132 373 - N 569

TOTAL 93k 298l - 2026 ol

(8) Total Bounds Expended (Uperation Maine Crag)

. 105 51,642 1o 2330 54,312
i 155 6,138 1B 299 EQQBS
i; TOTAL 57,780 - 188 2629 60,597
(9} KBatg
= \ NVA = 36
V¢ = O
: TOTAL = 36
; (1) During Operation Maine Crag fire directlon
— for all D/S Biry's vwers centralized with 1/12 FIC to effech
- betber control and socrdinatien. The Bn CF made the fole
- lowing displacements in order te mainbtain effective controls
= DATE EROM 10
%: i) Merch  Dong Ha viB
= 17 March - V(B FSB Salgon
= O Aprll - F3B 3aigon FSE Whigman
é} (11} Fire Suppori ca@?ﬁihati@ﬁ remained the response
= ibility of ths 34 Marineg F3CC during the entire opsration, _
_ Communicatlons were sstsblished with higher, lower and adjacent
= uits o ensurs responsive Flps Stoport and effective sontrol,
= CRE AfQsTIrD
: e DECLASSEFIED
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geations . Operation Maine Creg was supporbed
g of the Tth Alr Force, LOlst Ale Cavalry,
end 1lst MAW. A1l Alr Support requests wers gubmitted through
radlo relay, telephone and TFH TAC? radic net. The ma jorlty
of all Alp Suppert was reguested on a pre-nlamed basis with
: excepblons for med-cvac, emergency TPQPz, and Close Air Supe
- port. The feedback on preplanned helo-gsupport wag ganerally
= " good in thet our missions were accepbed and a schedule fop
= . . . thelr executlon sent to us by 0700 on ths day of exscution.
If a2 11t could no% be done, we wers nobtifisd %he previcus
night. Close Alr Support was never well programmed and often
.. requlred follow up calls and resubmission of requests becsuas
- the feedback of information was incomplete and/or lost, In
. general the Alr Support was good when availablsy %he specifies
of sach will be discussed in detall in subseguent paragraphs,
Of specific interest are the following missiona: Aerisl Obe
gervation, Command and Control, Med-Evac, Resupply, Troope
1ifs, Close Air Support, and Speeial Migsions.
Aerlal Obgervation was excellent and greatly assisted
z- the Regiment and $he Battalions in the operation, During the
5 Tirst phage of the operation, they covered the routes of
— march and vigually reconned the arsa ahead of each Battalion
for trafficabllity and enemy ambushes. Once into the cbjese
tive area they not only covered troop movemsnt, bubt slso PO be
= ted bunkers and enemy positions whieh they neutraligzed with
= Fixed Wing Alr Strikes, &rtillery Fire, and in some cases,
thelr own ordnance, By effectively utilizing these supports
= ing arms they destroysd four enemy trucks, several antie
== sircraft weaponsg, and killazd . thirty oP moprs NVA, ,
i - The second phase of the operation reguired constant
470 coverage of 1lst Bn, 34 Marines ginee they were left in
en exposed bloeking positlon, It was leernsd from previcus
operations that the NVA wonuld anlz uge bthelr artillery apgainst
Z our forces when we were without alr coverage. This was ene
phasized to the supporting unlits and a reguest for a meximum
effort was requested. In all but 2 few instences, this re-
quest was honored and the number of fire incidents was hald
) te a minimum,
3 Waen 1/3 was left uncoveraed they ook rockebs and
= mortar fire., As soon as the ASQ wag back on sbation .the fire
stopped. If the ground unit had been able to spot the enenmy,
the A/0 would strike back with s Fire Mission, ‘generally nebe
ting one or ssvsral sscondery explesiens, , ‘
In any operation, which is conducted in mountainous
Jungle terrain, & Commandé and Control paskage iz imperative
to the overall success of the cperaticn. This mission so
necessary Lo success, however, is the lowest priority in
support. In general the aireraft (UH-3LD, CH h64) ars un=
suitable for the mission and have far $oo meny mschanical
failures %o be of dspendable service, Conversely, the moasd

5
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desirable snd dependabls aircrafi (UH=1H, LOH) are not
availaple becauge they do met :xist ln our Inventory.
Thus the ground Gommsnder must live vith what iz availabls
when it 1z available. - ‘

The medwevac support waz very gcud with several sexs
ceptions, net in reference TO the mec=evacts ability, but
to the flow of timely infommation whivh was sadly neglected
tn the field., The average respgonse by 8 medeevac call waa
¢ iittie oyar ome hour whish is e 1i%ile leng, Tha problenm ag
we gaw it was that ihe medseyac pHckase is not well sup-
ported in thet only ome pecksge existel when there were three
full Regiments in tha fleld, o |

Resupply for Cperatlon Maine Crag s good; %he only
problams veaulted from weather and com'usion X b 3
ﬁh&melsg ’ ) R . o

Hallcopter Troop Lifts and Artilleay Battery Lifis wers
meny and verled, The sxecution of the troop 1lifts was ex
sellant with one excepbion, the exetuthin of the battery
1ifts wes pocr, Bvery Lroop 11ft that ras plamned went ax-
tremely well with pogalibly one excep®io ., The initial 1ift
of 2/3 was dona on the sgpur of the momert and counld havs

been dlsasterous if the hatialion had nck maintained a

"Raady® posture, The next large 1ifE wey that of 1/3 which
we had regquested te be a night assauly, ut due to poor
weather and ths lack of necessary equipnnt, was denled,

Then again on the spur of the moment, TFi divscted (9]
"Heavy LAILH" aireraft to move the battalbn into a securs
gons ot dusk. By the time the 117t was LS complebe it

was very dark (2000} and several airorafiwers unable o

1and due So 1lack of lighting and a clubbeied K, As 8 resuld

of theas alveralt not landing, the CF unli for one company

wag landed in Quang Trl and dld nobt gebt ow Yo the fisgld for
thres days., The sntirs 1if% ook another ay to compleia,
" The one oxception %o = well planned 11t wag the move of
1/3 from LZ Spark into Phdse 1L area of Opeation Maline Crag,
1/393 1ift 1s of speeial note bacause 1t w& dependent upon
two fachora for succsss. Jhe first was the an 470 be come
tinuously orbitting overhead in order io dinwet fixed wing
sover upon enemy rocked and moertar sites. Tiis was Impere
ative since they had taken snewy roskeds and writars for ths
paat several days prior %o the 1if%, The gsecu.d factor was
that the eritical babttery 1if4% go within the Hne frame plarmad
so that the CP and one remeining company could e Lifted on
zchedule. - S

Tha A4/0%s failed to rellsvs on station, thw incoming
enemy rockets and moriars . were received. The raavy 1ift helos
vers not tectically sssigned or briefed thus ertending a {3}
thres hour 1ifé to (8}, Fortunately the 11ft 28 zempleted
without & easualiy. P ‘ |
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. .--The battery 1ift mentioned in the precesding paragraphs

readdregses our atbtention again to its pecullar problem,
All battery 1ifts are considered by the Reglmental (0 as
tactical 1ifts and are reguesited as such, However, nelther
TFE nor 38 Marine Division consider fthem ag such for they
are controlled through Logisties channels, : .

1% ig relt that as a result of Yhe preceeding problems
that 2 represenbative of the heavy 1ift aircraflt or a de-
asignated flight leader of the same should be included in
ail ZIPPO briefs in which a Battery ig to be part of fthe
aggault andfor a tastical conaideratlon, 4nd if a Battery
is involved in any 1ift, that a packags be constituled,
briefed, and operated as 2 flight to accomplish the 1if% juast
ag 8 troop 1ift i1s agcomplished,

It hag also been dizcovered that ths uge of helo-asgsauld
tables be reemphasized and &kbensively @sed in a8ll troop and
battery 1ifts, This iz an exbtremely useful tosl for all
ground Commenderas in thet it will give him an exact status of
what remeins ¥ be lifted during any troop movemend,

The Cloge Air Support that we acbually recelived during

~Opepration Maine Crag was oubstanding, however lts availe

ability and feedbacks of its avallabllity were wnsatisfactory.
Wo never scemed to get the information on what we were golng
e recelve for the following day until epproximately an hour
prior to the time of need.

' Our one gpecial migsion comslsted of a 1ift of two ontes
disgnised as dozers. The ruse worked welly but the Lif%

went exactly 180 degrees oubt of phase, In ordar to sxecube
the 1ift properly bhe parts and personnel had te be 11fded
into the gzone pricr %o the Ontos arrival, Of courge the :
opposite happensed., Luckily all tumned out well and the 1ife
wag completed suceessfully,

6. Inteliigence

. a, Prior to commencement of Operation Maine Crag it
was asgessed that enemy units within our AD would be of a
aupport and loglstis typs. Unit ldentifieatlons and strengihs
of snemy forces were unknown due to lack of adeguate QCB,
b, OCperation Maine Crag was bagzed on nbelligense gaine
ad from regconnalssence beama, URS%s, PI, SLAR and IR missions
which showed %hat the enemy was using Roube #9286 for-vshicular
trarfie into SVH, ‘The mission of Maing Crag was loglcally 6o
interdict Route #9926, During the operation, Route #926 was
Interdicted and the enemy®s vehlculer treffic halted.
Several caches were found throughout the A0, the largest of
which wers adjacent to Houte #926 in the wesbtern portion of

- the sallent, The following were ths most gignifleant cachea

founds

Lo

7 , e
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(1) 21 Mar = H/2/3 = (XD 902233) = 600 tons of rice,
750,000 Tnds of 7.562 mm, 3718 rnds of
Bewin morkt, 362 RPG=2 rkts; 06 rnds of
£0mm mort, and 16 puds of B2mm RR.

(2) 23 Mar » H/2/3 ~ {XD 903244} = 23,000 1lbs of
‘ rice, and 70C0 ibes of salt.

(3) 23 Map = F/2/3 » (XD 918210} ~ 209 AK=j7%s, 21
AK-50%s, 3 SKS¥a, 1000 1lbs TNT, 2000
1bs of camned foodys and 400 AK magazines.

(L) 23 Har = G/2/3 = (XD 915229) = 2500 BPG~2 rkis,
288/82mm mortar rnds, 3200/7.62mm rnds,
7500 lbs of sugar, 5700 lbs of rilee;
2000 1bs of powder milk, & 100 lbs of

laprd. .
(2} 25 Mar - B/2/3 - (XD 90823i) 190 tons of rice,

(6) 26 Yap = E/2/3 - (XD 915227} 1000 1bs INT, 1400
82mm worter rnds, 55/75mm RR rnds,
100/57mm RR rnds, 500 RPG=2 rkis, 500/
60mmn mortar rnds, snd ID0D T.52mm rnds,

(7} 30 Mew = C/1/77 - (XD 79025%) 1120/82mm mortear
rads, 216/60mn nortar rnds, 86/7Smm RR
radsg, 3500/12.7Tmn ende, 5000/7.62mm
rmds and 20/37mm A& rnds,

c, Ag the operation progressed, afbsr originally defend=
ing his caches, the eneny chose to withdraw. Only onece did
he take the offensive on the ground, This came in an atvtack
on FSB Big Foot Brown with an estimated company, which resuli=
gd in 20 NV4 KIa, During the first 2 weeks of April the
enemy proved hig capability to lasunch wmortap/arty/or rcckeb
atbacks on friendly positions. During thisg period he attacke
ad by Tire on 1l occasions with 60un mertars, 82mm mortars,
75mm howitzers, SSum fileld guns, and 122mm rockebs,

de &3 Operstion Maine Crag proceeded the following snemy
units were identified from interrogation of PW's and trans-
lation of Gocumentss

{1} b5th Engr Bn, 83d Ingr Begt located vicinity
{Xp B6L1S0) on 15 March 69,

{2) 00B8th NVA Tnf Bn {Indepl located viecinity
{XD 815} on 19 March 69, Hission of wmit was
to carpry supplies. ' .

8
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HNPT Acomry

he There were btwo primery groumd avenues of approeach ‘ ;
that entered the Maine Crag 40, The first ran north to S
south beginning ak Lang Vel and extended soubth %c the borde : .
er, The othee low gpound avenus of approach was astride =
Route #926 ruming west to east from Leoss into ths southern S
portion of the Vietnamese Salient, v ‘

i, Pgyehologleal operations utilized during Jperatlon
Maine Crag conzisbed of leaflet alr drops and l@udspﬁaker
operations, Kven though Tinal figures showed thal 133
Montagnards were detalned and subaequartly roclagsifisd as
imocent ¢iviliana, the evaluation of the p@ﬂu;dtiDﬂ and o
i%s attibtudes could not be sscertained in terms of the ef=-
fectiveness of psychological operations conducied.

Js Ths waabher, durﬁng Operation Haine Crag, for She
most parb, was hot and dry although there were spoited
incidents of rein and thunder shﬁwersﬁ The months of March
end April nad temperaturas aurxng the ddy in the high 90is j
and during the nlﬁht in the mid 60%s. - Huildldy was higg S
and prec §1tatimn wag low. The skies w erg clear except for .
a : :

occaslion mevning glondiness,
To mmﬁéigwm _ ‘
&a Initi&l : 3d har1mes e@nﬂﬂgﬁﬁ h@iiumpueﬁ ba?ne

agsault into the Viaetnameae Szllent and sszteblishes FSBig

to support search and dealroy operations along Route #926

to loeate and destray enemy forces, fortifications and supply
cachaso

b, Subseguent = 3d uarinas {= ){Ralné in cocperation
and coordinstion with the 2d ARVN Regt (=) seals off tha
Laction Salient and eonducis extansiva ssarch and desiroy
cperations in A0 and conduets masaive dssiructlive fire wibhe
in Laction Salilent.

8

- ?haga Qﬁﬁ

, {?) gd Maainau with.two nattail@ns c@n&u@ts balim
copber borne assaulbt to seal off and interdict Route #926,

(2} On DeDay lst Bn conducts helicopter borne
assault to ssize and block western end of Roube #926 vic
IZ Paris vie (807237) and LZ Pagsport vic {(797228) conduct
aaarch and destrcy opera+icas sau?h alonb Roube #9256 in AO.
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B {3} 2d Bn on DeDay conduct hellcoptar borne

agsault to secure LZ Hound vie (818264}, and Domino vie
(822278). {(YModified dus to fire suppert and weather
condivions, conduct heliborne agsault to LZ Hawk and condust
overiand move tc LZ Snapper to establish FEB.) Conduct
search and deslroy opersabions west along Boube #926 in AL,

b. ZFhase Twe

!9} 3d Magrines with two Bn's and 24 AGVN Regb
seal off Laotlon Zalient to tha north,east,and west,while
Tagk Porce Remapgen conbinugs to gorden the western area or
A0 along the soubh Vietnamese/Laotion border, Ones #n (=)
of 3d Herines will continue to conduct sesrch and desiroy
cperations novth of Route #9 east of Khe Sanh, ’

2. Exgoubion

a, Operation llaine Crag commenced at 1610H, 10 March
1969 with the helilift of the 24 Bn to LZ Hawk. Commencement
of operationg had been continually deslaysd from 1 Marsh 69 by
inclement weather which precluded ths uss of hellcopters,
After initial insertion, the weather cleared and posed lite
tle problem for the duration of the operatien,

The veg®tation offered excellesnt cover and concealment
for the enemy and thus ths mejority of sontact was "Point®
conbact &t extrewely shoré range, '

bo Signiflesnt Events

. 10 Hapch, Operation Mailne Crag commenced at L0L6L0H with
2E the helilift of 2/3 to LZ Hawk vic (89ghonl. 2/3 then
commenced overland move to FSB Snapper vie (BL23yl ).

11 March, AL 100QH 34 idarines was passed OFCON %o Tagk
Force Hobel, Company F while moving te FSB Snapper dise
covered a bunker complex of (15} very old and partially
destroyed bunkers, Misc enemy ordnance was foumd end des
e stroyed.

. 12 March, Company & discoversd a small bunker complex
containing mise 782 gear, (L) AK=50 and (1) RPG launcher.

13 March. One bastery of 1557s wes helilifted te FSB
Cates, vie {927h37),allowing 2/3 te conbinue move to FSB
Snepper and remaln undsr the artlllery fan,

E: 1y March, 2/3 arrived at FSB Snapper and conducted ssarch
i an< destroy patrols. o

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIFD

LSRR TR
T

TR

15 March. One Batbtery of 105's was helillfted %o FSB

- Snapper, Three Sompanies of 2/3 commenced overiand move
to %the soubh o Roube #926, while Company E provided
gecurity for FSB Snappers

e

NN A

16 Mapeh, Company F arrived at FSB Saigoun vwie (818275},
Upon arrival F recelved several rands of small arms {ire
from LZ Hound vie (818265}, Small burkers were Tound on
PSB Saigon with candles still burning. 34 Marines CF
esbeblished cn FSRB Snepper.

Rl CERRE

- 17 Marchs Four 105 Howldzers were heiilifted %o FsB
= Seigon with 500 mds. Due %o inclemend weather the 1ift
: wag halted., Two Companies of 2/3 conbinued %o objective
= to the southeast {(BBL237l1. ‘

3 18 March, A% 1811430H 34 Merines assumed OFCON of Task
- Force Remagen vic Khe Sanh Flabteau, Three Companies of
the 1st Battdlion were helilifted to FSB Saigon. 4 wmild
fpom B/L/61 detonated a surprise firing device resulting
in (1) one XIA and {9) USi WIA. Company G while in ambush
position aleng Eeoube #92¢6 observed bwe trucks approach
their position wis (683209}, Ambush was sprung. BRes

one (1} USMC KIA, one (1} USHC WIa, (7} NVA KId.

PR Ty

19 March, One battery of 155%s was helilifted to F33
Saigon, 173 (=) moved overland from FSB Saigon vic (81827
to L7 Parig, Compeny B moved to LZ Passport vie (797220)
to recelvs helilift of two Onbos. Security for FSB Snapper
wag assumed by Company L, Company E preparsd for heillirfts
from PSE Suepper to LZ Guaner wiec (895260}, Company H

2/3 made point contact with four NVA on Hoube #9206, Res
cne USMC MEDEVAG. ) :

BRI

LU RS

% 20 March, Company B hslilifted te LZ Gunner vie (895260).

- Company A mede contact with (3) enemy st (883217). Res

{2) NVA EIA, {1} USMC WIA, Company ¢ made contact with

{12) NVA in bunker complex, Flxzed Wing wag run. BRes

{(2) UsMC Kla, (1L} USMC WIa, {3) NVA KXA; OCompany B sscured

L7 Big Foot Brown. Compsny G made gontect with (L) NVA. Company
G masaulbed enamy posibion, Res (6) USHC Wia, (2] NVA KIA,
Company E found what appeared to be a fruck sitope

‘T‘ |1

T

"H‘G Py e

21 March, Company E helillfted from FSB Snapper %o LZ
Gunner vie (B95260). 34 Harines CP helilifted from FSB
Snapper %o ¥SB Ssigon. Petrol from Company E while on water
run was taken under fire from high ground. Res {(3) USMC
KIa, (15) USMC WIs, Artillery Tired on eneny position,

Res (5} NVA XB4i. A patrol from Compeny H eaptured (2} NVA
in a bunker. Tagk Force Remagen moved inbte bleockin
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= position on western end of Hoube #926, vie Xo Pon Riwver,
= 1/3 CF and Company C moved te LZ Big Foob Brown, Company
H, vic {902233), found what appeared bo bs a large rics
cache, - -

T

22 March, Company H whils in eachs area received firs from

a well entrenched enemy, Fixed Wing and mortapr missions

were called in, Companies B and ¢ manesuvered o blackin%
positions, Hes of ‘H contachs {1} USHMCG XIa, {12) UsMC wlia.
Contact was broken and spproximately LiD tons of rice was
found, 100,000 rounds of AK=}j7 ammunlitlon wasg also discovered.

LI b S e

FSB Saigon to LZ Spark, vie {8702352. Twe 105%s were heoli=

1ifted from FSD Snapper to FSE Spark, Company B made contast

with (10) enemy in & cave, Fired M=V9 and assavlied the ‘
position, . Hes {8) HVA KIA, (17) USMC WI4, {10) 4K-50°'s and

{80) aK-l7'a csptured, Pabrol from Company H discoverad a

Prench truck with Bugslan %#ires and Averican markings. .

Truck vic {(9032L)1).. contained salt and vice. Company ¢ dige
covered (2300 L sheped bunkers slong loute #926, Bunkers ‘
were li=6 months old bubt in good condition:. ' Gompany &

vic (7882531 discovered (35} bunkersj alsy damaged enemy
60mm mortar tubs. ; -

I AT v‘m[ L

T AR

oy

2l March, Company. I belilifted to FSB Saijyon and Company

L with four 105%g, helllifted from FSOB 3naiper to FSB Sparks
Company B at {869199), found living avea of {1l) shelters
and (Qg'buﬁkersg all recently construcied. Company D, at
£827237), found {1} shelter type bunkars, .

MU S| OEEIENE

e

25 Mareh, (51) Bru approachied Company B with valid ID ,
Cardg, Bru wers ovacusbed to VOB, 4 sguad ivom Company F
273 at (910230} ambughed (B) NVA on trail, Hng (5] NVA
ET4a; (3) USHC wIa., Company E abt (910230} dissovered supply
and re=distribution peints 100 %ons of rice, and (16]
recollless rifle rounds were found, OCompany ( at (911229)
- discovered a battallon size enemy bunker ¢omplsx, =

26 March, Company ¥ wasg helilifted from F3B Spark and
Saipon to a bleosking position o the south, wie {928220},
Company G diseovered (2) HVA £illing canbeens In a2 stveam
vie (918227}, Res (2} WVA XKIA. Company B ‘encountersd

{5} enemy, Inemy fled and were taken under S/A fire., Hes
{2} NVA KI&, Company H discoversd bunker complev vic
{905233) consisting of approximately 100 bunkers. {1)
srave was also found. Res (1) NVA KIA, .

DECLASSIFIED
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28 March, 1/3 CP helilifted to FSB Spark and Company C
moved overland te provide security for same. Ontos wers
helilifted from 2/3%s position to VGB,

e e

29 Merch, {15} Bru ¥illagers arrived at Company B position
vie {895201), all with velid ID Cards and werse helilifted
to VCB, \

' 7‘ . “TH““\ ey

: 30 Marceh., Company B 1/61 while moving %o new command poat

B Llocation had one %ank hit a mine, {3) WVA observed, Ras (33
l Usa wla, {3) NVA Kik, C/1/77 vie {790255) found numerous
bunkers and cache of {1800) 82mm rounds, {2) 12,7 A4 guns,
243 gP and Company H helilifted to LZ Whigman to eatablish |
aFSe o %

: E! FY I TR R

31 March, B/1/61 received approximately 100 rounds 82mm
incoming from Laocs, Res (1) USA KIi, {(5) UsSA WIA, Company
G {=) helilifted vie FSB Whisman %o assist Company I in .
security and congbtruction of same,

R

i 0L April. A% 1430H the remainder of Company G completed
. their 1ift from {909239) to FSB Whisman {973333),

; _ 02 April, An ambush from Company E at (828237} spoitted {30}
& NVA, moving west along trail, they opened firs, resulting
- in (5} HVA KIa, , .

E Ol 4prll, 34 Harines advance CP moved to F3B Whisman (973333}
- at 1610H, A% 0350H Company B, at LZ Big Foot Brown, was

= attacked by an estimabed company of VA resulting in {(2) USMC
- KI4, (19) #VA XIA and (10) IWC,

05 April, At 1L00E smergency alr drop of 105 ammo to FSB
Sajgon (814286} commenced.

06 April. A% 1430H 3d Mawines OP helilifted from FSB Sailgon
{814286) to FSB Whismen (973333}, 4% 1200H Task Force
Remagen was chopped OPCON from 24 Mapineg. %o Task Forcs
Hotel, '

07 April, Com ang E at 1025H, conducted a heliborne assault
on Lz Hardtop (000304). Company F at 1205H conducted & helie
borne assaul$ on LZ Mink (986357). A%t 1330H Compsny B cone
ducted & helilift o FSB AeClinbtock (045302), Company ©
found two destroysd enemy trucks, one ab (879226} and one

at (879229}, Both had been loaded with variocus types of
ammo. 1/3 CP on F3B Spark received 8«10 122 wkis, A&n 40
wag called and he Tired arty on suspscied enemy posibtion,

Sah L mep-‘rfr‘r ey ' e “r“ BN

R T TR e
m i

P
Sy

I

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

L Sumcs—" .
. ST Bapyryr
- SnGLASSIFIER
- 38 April. 1/% CP, on LY Spark; received (i) incoming rita,
= “oumtar btry was filred, A patrel from Company F detalnaed
3 31 Bru in vie {007334),
: =0 foril.  3/3 helilifted to VLB and then trucked %o Gua
= Vlet vie {335703) fop BeR. 1/9°CP on Fap Spsrk-received (3}
- rads of 122mm rkis fron viﬁ'f§{ﬁ1963m o -
1L dprll. AL 08005, TFE assofizd OPG0N of 3/3 frow 3d Map
= anc. pagsed UPCOH ta %d Hap D, 2noibEno g piatocn of C !
= Company A, in vie of (834226}, enpaged gpprox (1) snemy | |
C squad resulting in the capturs . ef one complete (2mm mortar ‘ !
= Cwith (92) B2mm mortar rds, and {(2) NA K14, 1/3 CF on
= F3B 8park received approx 30 dngoning 82mm rds, Countes
= mortar was fiped, ’
= 12 April. 1/3 CP at FSB Spark ook £8] mds of imcoming
L Prtas caliber unknown. Necative caguslitisg. - ‘
% 23 Apwil, A% 20384 Gompany & gcéiv;‘ f%ﬁ)\?ﬂdg of waknown ;
3 cailber, Counter mortam and %ytillary”were‘firade AL 17303 |
= an AD gpotted {9) VA vie (SLT18L ), van fixed wing and artils ;
= lery. AU repurted {3}\1&@@9 5 gniafgyexploaiﬁﬁsg“{EQWIaFSQ
. sgtondary firss and (1) oVa sida.” o ' -
- Ly April, Company 4 at 10458 conducbed helilift to LZ
2 #leher (037280], "Biry 4, 1712. wag helilifted along with o {
= L/% CF and Compsay B o FSB McSiin%ﬁcEV£UQ5362}gw‘Gompanies ;
= “ and D were helilifted to LZ Pusan {Ch3247).  Brior 4o
| departure, 1/3 GF on FSB Spark, meovd { 8) Pkt rnds and 1015
= 60mm rnds, Ran close alr support on gnemy poasition vie
- 1872217) reaulting in (6) NVA EBA,
= 15 fpril, At 1L00H 3d Hap chopped AQ west of 24 ARVN 8n
= to Tagk Force Hobel, ‘ ”
= 1% 8pril, Batbtalion of 24 ARVN ‘Hest redeployed from |
- Peration Haine (rag to vie Dong Ha Gity, =
H . 1
LT dprile &% 1B00H TFH chovped 2d ARV 40 o ag Marines, :
L 19 doril, At 1300 Co € found (3) destroyed Bey Villagesz o %
= vic (043235) with {8) nousaes aud -8 number of chigkens and E
©igs. 3/3 veturnad to OPCON of” 3d Harines offactivae L el
. ' ‘ ‘ , ‘ 2
3 =% fpril, At 09584 343 aasumedfﬁégp@naibility for new AD P
L 2% part of Cperatlon Maine Crag relieving 1/3 in place, ;
- = Harines chopped 1/3 (=) to T¥g for BEZR 8% Cus Viet,

|
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21 4pril, At L010H Company ¥ 3/3 conducted heliborme
agsault into LZ Tuba vie {080270). A% 1200H Compeny I
completed relief in place of Compeny A4 on LZ Fishers
A% 1500H TFH assumed CPCON of vemasinder of 1/3.

22 April. A% 1L00H Company H along with F3D MeClintock, was
passed Prom 2/3 %o 3/3. S 7 -

2y April, Company € was directed to reburn Irom the Cua
Viet and relieve Company F 2/9 at Elllot Combat Bage at
25{383@}1& ‘ ‘ 3 : ’

25 fpril, 34 Marines assumed responsibility for area north
of Malne Crag 40 to southern Mai Loe boundary at 240600H.

26 Appile 343 OP complsbed helilift frem LZ Hardwick
(04,9267) to 1Z Gaucho (0492L2),

27 foril, A% 0800H Company H, 2/3 and FSB MoClintock passed
from 3/3 bto 2/3 1 A

28 April. Company E captured 13 Bru in e cave vie {093308).

Bru had (1) SKS. Bru were evacuabed e VOB,

29 April, A% 10L5H a plt of Company L helilifted from vie
(672212) to nill 849, At 1L300H 34 Marines advance CP
helilifted from FSB Whiswsn to DHCB. At 1800H, C Bory 1/12
1ifted from FSB Whisman to FSB Gaucho. ' .

30 April. Compeny M received 60 rnds S/4 snd {2} RPG's Prom
viec {098207). Reburned fire with /4, 01%s end arty w/unk
rosulbs. (1) USMC WIA. Company L completed thelr overland
drive to provide sscurity for downed helieopbers vle (010830l

01 May, Company K helilifted from vwic (122237) to FSB
MeClintock to relisve Company Ho : ’

02 May. A% 1300H CG, 3d Mar Div assumed OPCON of 3d Mar
Regt (=) with 1/3 and 2/3 (=) £, F, and H, Operatlon Maine
Crag ended at 021300H with the 3d Battalion Reinforced with
Company G being passed UPCON to TFH, Third Marines commenced
Operations. in Vieginia Ridge AQ, ' L
10, Civie dcbion

a. Stabisgtics

{1) Total number of manedayss: 331
W FALARRIPIET
16 Lo %gﬁ&%ggg :
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{2} GCST OF CIVIC ACTICN PROJECTSS
{a} From Military scurceas JVE$ 1,335,413

{b) From US/FWMAF CA PSYWAR Funds JVil$ 36,800

{3) Vcluntary contribution: VS 126,100

ba: Hebes feocause 0 tos ylotual impossibility
of obiaining ascurate Tigures cn the cosb of many of the
materigia nsed in civic sction; ecg.s sorap lumber, all
figurss conbtalned in the civie action parbion of this
report must be viewsd ss very rough spproximationsy

b GVN4Frogram support -

(1) The 34 Marines provided sn extermal securlby
gerean during the village and hamleb elsctions which lock

" place on 9 Mareh end 16 March 1969, in Quang Tri Province.

c. General comments

{1} During Operation Maine Crag the 34 Marines
{rear), Dong Ha Combat Base, conducted a c¢ivic ac¥lon {ca)
caspaign in Can Lo (D} and Huong Hoa {D}, Tactical units
in the field d4id not operate near populated areaszi thus
ine batbalions conducted 1ittle or no C4; with the
sxception of 3/3 which remained in Canm Lo {D} and Huong
Hoa (D) un%il 22 Marech 1969, at which time they were
replaced by eleuenbts of the 9th Marines, Until thelr
departure for bthe fleld, members of 3/3 were very active
in CA under puidence of Lt, HATCH, Battalion St
Lt, MACMILLA#, 3/3 Battalion Surgeon, and his staff earried
cut & brief bubt vigorous medesp program in the Cua Vallaey.

{2} The 34 Marines CA role during the reporting
period congisted Largely of gupporbing the projects of
aubordinate units and other orgenizations, both Vieitnamese
snd American, public and private. The nature of thig role
has mads 1t difficult %o accurately assesg the effects of CA
during the reporiing period in terms of stronger local
identificatlon with GVN, increased flow of intelligence,
and the like. On the other hand, the oversll increase in
7ietnaness-initiated projects, particularly in the Cua Vallaey,

i7 I
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leads %o the inference thabt the viliagers snd the GVN gre
gonvineed that meny of the conbdested areas of 3 or b '
- menths age are now sqifm:z,aﬂ.*%:ly pacified %o allow involve
ement in new, expensive (for the Vietnamese) projscts for
which there is reasonable assurance that V6 interference
will not occur, It can be assumed that the general increaas
in the constuctlon of gchools, dispeneamss, atto., muat he
producing feelings of greater confidencs in the capacity and
willingnegs of the GVN %o provide for a gsecure environment,
gince some of the Inereased confidence may wsll dez'ive
from the American presence in the area,

1. RESULT“‘&

R Fxﬂend‘lg :Losseg
Ty Usme T B _,

16 KIA
163 WIA{MEDEVAC)
10 WIA{MINOR)

3 KIA
23 WIA(MEDEVAC)
& WIA{MINOR)

2 I\IBC(MhDEVAG)

a/

B ;b“@ Enemy lﬁsses

oL Pemﬁmsl

‘ga} 95 NVA KI4 (Gonf)
{b) 50 NVA EBA (Conf)
(e} 1 wva pow

(2) Weaﬁ@ns -

- {a) Orew-served (15) = 1 U=60 M3, 1 Hyy
C‘?{lGDM Tob2mm ME, 9 BPD¥a, e;';ﬁz,gg;. mm A4 Guns, sé"‘mlr
: MOI‘“G&I’ Tubeg and. .&,aﬁemm Mm’*ta;. Gmletea

ﬂ ) Inﬁ,im’duai { 34; = 2l &iim.“ e 24 Athﬂfag
n? SK8's, 5 RFG=2 L@XI"{::"HT’S, 1 Me-16, 1 Sub MG, end 1=L5 cal
sistol, '

g WW“ ‘J

gt
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{3}  dgpiiion gnd SEmplesivs

< FHI=60 . morr tar
1 WTRoy 44,000
2h=tma HR »nds,
2iG0M greanades,
nid . B3RC Leob., ux

iit b toucks (BED YiDes

(5) Hij bquimmen® w

(L) b 4VA moks, A0 gon maska; 1
a0 L2 E=t00ls,

>

¢, Food 3upplies.

(1Y 717.8 tona cf‘Fieag 7200 1oy of suzary TO00 lbg
of asalt, 2000 1lba of powdered mi 1}g 2000 Lba of canned food,
00 1bs of lard, 100 chlarensg and 25 uigs.

E*‘\«?

o

2, Adminigtrative Maiterg

8, _Supply.

{1} The adminigtrative mabbars of this operatium
proved to be asatisfsctory and no serlous problems wers
sncountered. The mejow classes of resupsly { €1 I, 11T,
IV, and Y) were drawn Ifrom the dumms s s aagvlzt Combat
Bare LVOB), 411 other supplies {i.s. ul Ii, ¥I stc} were
draun From FL3U=B Donp Ha snd trucked vo the Logls¥ie
gupport Area (LSA) at VOB, ALY 6apLay¢u units were regup-
pliad vy helicopters iﬁam ¥0B,

{2) ILoegcons liearned

{a; The 500 gasllon hiafde” ig much better than
the N?GTA; Waser trallur dus tv the retroprade problea,
The "water buffalo® hoids LO0 gellionsg and weighs 1800 pounds
enpby. The mambrane wabter bladder wei gms 200 pounds. The

e
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250 galion bladder is faeal for a conpany position and
doesnst have the deficlenciss of 5 gallon waber cang
{i.00 spillage due %o loose covers, bime reguired %o zill
and stageg etc)@ ‘

i - rri,.‘

vy Tkivd ahore ?arty Ba?ﬁalioﬁ davs10ped

" a net made of canvas that would hold 2000 pounds, This

inexpensive ($20) net was used if a unit was due to move
an@ not eble %o make a ;eurogra@eﬁf

“{e) Inltlally when an 61 sactlsn wAS MoVe

ing the tubes and Marines were fraged as a bactival 1ift

whils the ammunition was sbaged at the LSA for resupply,

 To in oly errival of agll elements; ‘tactical frags

were changed 0 inelude the initial stockage of ammunltlon
from s secura posétlon quch as she L54e

‘b-; Main‘tenanca

PR

{1) Maximum aflllzation of flald mna qtavanca was

: accomplished during this operation., Battalions had limited

maintenance cagpabllities at VOB but all 24 echelon was
performed at FLSU=B, Donpg Ha, The direct exchange {DX)

‘”pregram was used when evor pOSSlﬁleg 68“801971J for ordnadae

ibense

¢, JYreslment of casuslties and evacuation and hospi%&

{13 @aaaaltlea were treated in the fiald whenﬁv@r

“'yﬁudantw Breguations from bhe field were ancomplished by

helizopter. The axpedi%ioas wvacuation and trestment of
all casualtlies contribuded immeaaurabiy te the morals and
splrit of 511 hands, , :

 {a) WIA's were evacuauaﬁ?@'“ﬁﬁ Dudg ?GBE
the US& REPOSE; and to 3&N%d3ng Qﬁ@Ba )

- {®) KI&BS were evacuabed ts 3dMsdBng QECJ

for procehsinﬁ and further evacuatlcna

{2) Personnsl reylacemeuts Peceive& COATIPS
Training at the batialion rear areas at QICB, They were
then moved %o batitalion field pos;txans fer dutyo Repl Coo
ments were aaequate ami i:melya
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. Hcrale and pergtnnel service, to include the
Ieiliowing, were coabinued expeditiodwaly:

p
e
1.»»..)

T e

vii Rewplng all hands informed of the currsnt
=i tuation,
g dn.rrency Lesv s, '

- D BEB Progeat.
% {7} Decoratlons and awsiizg.
3 “e}  FPostal service,
. i:} 3P Packsy : ¢ o - : :
= ‘x: Finance serviced,
- 0o Somaunicationg é
; i1} Dupring Uperabion Maine Urdy no utnugial oome
e miaaicabions problems were emcountered, ZFortable eguipment
= was nged throurhoud the operabtion. lic fized plant equipe
: ment was utiilzcda :
L f
- {2) & basle radio gystem Tor functional traffic S
C wag used, Une covsred cirveult was avellaile to subordinate ‘
= snihs and one tc the higher hesadguarberdg, :
e {3} £ net ab regimental level was esbablished %o L
= haadle the aduinflogistics traffic., & like net was establie ;
e gnzd within sach of the bDattalions., Fhnis allowed unlta of ;
= company size to call loglistic, roqulﬂementa dxrexfly back %o 1
= the LSA, High preuedeﬂca administrative traffic {CASHREPS, '
o HU«adI'TAATAl, etc,) was also passed over baese nebs, .
= i) tMessage traffic {(Command} was handled by g AU
- courier, ;
= §§§ The operation encompassed flve 4 splabamﬁntm |
= of the regimental CP3 :
— {n} From Dong Ha CF o Wenderrift B
th)  Pwom Vandegrift CF to F3Y Snapper %
= el Peom ¥3R Snepper b Fod Salzon b
o (v ®eom FSB Sai;oa to FSB Whisnen ‘ !
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{s) From F3B Whisman to Dong Ha (B

- - Duping these displacementa the normal schelo-
=3 mment of the command group was employeds Thers was no loss
‘ of eontrol during displacement,

e {6) There wers no unusual mainienence problens.

Mogt outages could be attributed to normel wear, heat and the
duat conditions, A1l units utilized the A/PRC-L1 (UHF)
radio. in conjunction with the A«6 beacon with satislactory
resultsa. .

e Medlcal Evalustion

{1} During the pericd covered by the MAINE CGRIAG
operation, the 3d Marines suffered from sn extreonwely high
incident of ¥UO!s, Furither investigation revealed that 50
75% of the FUO!3 medevaced from the field were malarig ine
fectionsg, Almost all of th were Faleliparum maleria.

. {2) GConclusions resched after veviewing exbensive
patient interviews, Wilson-Edison urihs tests, the endemic
- malaria area, and the tactical swployment of the troops ares

{a) The 3d Marines were operating in a highe
risk malaria arvesa,

(bl

{c} Troops need pehabilitation every 30=L5
days to dscrease thelr susceptibilityg

Jdigleria discipline rsquired Improvement,

B (3] Combat and non=babtle injuries were not a
" major problem during thias cperaticn,

13, Specisl Technigues Buwployed

a. & Paradrop of 105 ammunition was used to resupply
'FSB Saipgon during a period of inclement weather. The great
dispersion of the pallets of ammunition rendered the majority
of the resupsly virtually useless. Four of ths itwenty-lve
pallets dropped were recoverdble, 2ll obhers landing from
500=1000 meters from the fire support base.
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.. b Unigue %o this operation was the ubilizetion of -a
fully mechanized forre, Task Force Bemagen, penetrating
desper 1lnto western ¥ictnam than any ariored force priocr,
Task Force Remagen was a completely golfegulfficient mis
ropairing 1ts vehicles as it moved, Helisopter asuoport was
kept to o minimun consisbing mainly of rosupoly of food; WOL»
end vital parts. Numerous improvements wers made by this
Task Force to %ﬂuﬁe 9 between Calu and Khe Sanh, New
roads were congbructed south from Houbte 9 %0 Route 224,

o Inltlal Ingelligence recleved: coyngrning the enemy
aituation in the viecinity of Route 926 disclosed thebt the
enelly possesged an armor capabllity, ‘A deception plan was
implenented enabling the insertion of iwo Untos into bLhe
cbjective arsca. The Ontos were stripped of all superficisl
armor and recollless rifies. Plywood "bulldozer blades®
were atiached, dlsguising to sll but the experlensed 8ye,
the two Ontos were inserted by Cl=5l, the recoilless rifles
end persomtiel wers ingertsd by CH-h6, Arrr and fuel wera
delivered externally %o the cbjective area, 4 large amount
of practice enable the {ntos crsws ho hhave the outos in
running condition in nine minutes. Although the armored
thrreat wag not realized in %His operation it 1s fel% the
deceplion technique was valid and may be use at another time
when ‘e enemy possesses an armor eapability.

de The employment of scout dog teams again was vary
helpful during this operation. In several instancsas the seout
dogs alerted %0 possible enemy vositions thereby giving the
Marines an sarly warning. Lack of availabllisy in desired
numbers seemed to be the only drawback in the use of %his
valuable ald, ‘

8. The effectlvencsa of secut snipers was minimized
in the thick vegetation encountered duringz Maine Crag,
When the scout stipers were employed on the high ground end
fire support bases they were a great asset in scanning the
comtryside for sims of enemy activity, , ‘

fo Beacon Hops again proved to be an invalusble
technique enabling the ground unit %o bring alr power to
bear against the sneny In periods of reduced vigibilitvy.
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Iy Commanders Analvsis

During this operation, ss in many of this war, no
gignificant new lesscng were learned but many older,
proven Olég were resgmphasiged, Techniques taught in
service schools proved agaln o be invaluable assetbs,

In preparation for any tactbial helilift it was

_found necessary o conduct a briefing of the infantry

trocp Commanders, the Commanders of bhoth twoop and heavy
1ift helicopters, tie Cunship Leader gnd the Helicopter
Dirsctor Alvbbrne {5DA}. This and the use of helicopter
assault tables ensured a more conbtrolled, bebber coordie
nated and rapidly executed, hei@eaqsault ’

It was found at the outseb of fthis oneratlonﬁ that
the helilift of an artillery batiery as an zdminigtrative
rather than tactical 1ift was not a gound procsdure., The
helilift of an artiliery battery in an operation such as
Maine Crag ig as Inportant as the tactical insertion of
‘the ground troops. In geveral cases necessary flre-support
was endangerad by thes slow diagiaﬂement of sn aftillery
battery utilizing helicopters "shared” with resupply. It

‘waa found that rapld displacement wag necesgary Lo clear

a fire support base so seeurity Forees could be releared
in time to assume thelr proper position in the tactiesl

. scheme, The concapt of mutually vupaortlng fipre support

bases (FSB) was key %o operatlions during Haine Crags
Having evolved within the 3d Haring DlVlSiOHQ it was not
unique, but again proved iltgelf as a valuable btactle, 4n
8 Kif fan with a 3 KM overlap to supported 'the adjacent
fire bases =znd troops,affords maximum sccuracy of the IDE
Howitzer and a counbsr morier capability to the range of
eheny mortars. This concept has had such an gffect upon
ocur operations that SOPY¥g haye bDeen assbtablished as to the
gelection of %terraln fopr FSBig, szelecticn-of & development
of F3B%'s, and an ingpectlion after the F3B has been dis- _
mantied Lo ensure nothing remains wh;ch could be a@;@ﬁggd
by the enemy, '

The use of psychologital operations was an invalua=
ble asset during this operatlion., The use of lgud speaker

- gystems and leaflet drops, enticed the Bru %o turn thene

selves into "Friendly United States Troops®c They then

were . ¥sloeated 1o an aroa Free- fmﬁ The Harverish’ S8 the VG/NVA,

Many Bru gpproached Marines zesking usslsbance. Inters
roggtion 0f these people prodrssd invaluable intellds
gence infornatidn as to size and daplcyment of the enemy.
Exploitation of this intelligence gourcé wag pdisibls in

2l
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3

sorrchorabion to
rellable aources,
1OYHT B waa illustrated
EORERATIONS ©f THE SECep A . “THE BATALICN
7 FEE BLLCW AL, UHE citefuUed
fresdorm of MOVELIELT o mesab 1;}519 Ban AN alemy si.tuaﬁion,,
The nesd Tor hRellcopter aw rortiwEs “apt to ths minimun

1 PO . ‘

8. Initial insertion of fhe Batt
be Resupply of ammunitl

6. sdecicsl evacuation

- breated, for drinking

&r Ereably degras ie truops dependsnce upod
vusupply. dHedicak gtactatisn due to heal exhals

iy ; AT N
1 dissases was requssdo.

b+ 3 b e S b o - bl AT - -+ e e e
- i &
& . Ane ail

= stiveness of ground wroops greatly dimins
{zhas after appmximztely 45 days in the field. Health,
poth paysival and menbal, wanes aftear long pericds of X«
pesure to vumbat conditlonse- Attituiss of the troops mestt

to chenge anda a bigher percentage of avoldable accidents

ascur, The coubab eifectivenamas of the individual Marine
4111 incrense greatly 1 every & weesa he ig reburned Lo

an atmosphere Ires from woprries and grreasures of combalt for
g perind of 5=T7 days.

b, Total dependencs upon nelicopter support should be
Aigecourageds Au abbempt should be mage bo restrict the
wap of helicopters to insertlon inte the objective area in
8 papid, bimely and Fully stpported mannere Although hel=
jcopter dlaplacement is the moat desirable, =n alternate
plan o the insertion of trvops at the oubset of =n opere
atiot should be evolved whether by Toot, motor march, Or
cther Weanyg, the depsudence on kelicophers during pericds
of inclement weather would be reduted. Ohee in the
chbiective aroa, units should depend upon the helicopter
gs Little as possible, except for egstential resupnly and
medical evacuaiion@”'Although‘this method may be less
sonvenient in one area of operatiom, 1t will greatly
snereaze bhe availability of helicopters for more critical
sigsions in other areas. . ) ‘ ‘

6, Higher unit Commenders at Division and Regimental
levels should issue pericdic guidance a3 o pricrity of alr
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support, so subordinate unit Commanders can rlan resligtlicas
Lly and have reagon to believe their time=gpace require
ements can bs accomplished,

de A groater emphasis should be placed on advance
planning at Wing and Division lsvels. There sesms &o exist
an increaaing bendency to treat tastical helilifis
as routinely as overland administrative truck moves, Thig
tendeney is dengerous because plamning, coordination, and
imeliness are of the utmost importance in the heligopber-=
borne agsault by an infantry unit,

] D’GLSQE‘:
by directieon

26
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T empr— TS

‘FIRS].' ENDORSLMENT on CO 4th Marine Regiment 1tr 3/GXM/oeb S0 No.
200276 - 69 of 16 June 1969

!

e,

~ From: Commanding General, 3d Marme Division (Rein) FIF

Tos Commanding Gemneraly U, Se Military Assistance Command, Va.etnam
Vias . 21? Commgnd ing General, XXIV Corps
o 2 Cananding Genera.l, III Ma:cine Amphibious Fo:r.‘ce .

- Subdy

ope" tJ.on Purple Maxt in Conﬂ:at After Action Report

(a) Mmacv D:Lr 335-8

“le :Read.dressed and forwarded ln

" Qe COnterrbs noted wa.th follow:.ng remarks:

~ Qo Dates of 0pera1;ion, pa:cagra;h 2, page 1, ahould be cha,nged -

'toGread W 27 Februszy 1969 = T May 1969" vice " 1 March 1969 - 8 ey
19 9u

b. Combat After Action Repo':?a ‘Resulta, paragnaph 1o, page 23,
. %o reflect Official Divigion SITREP Cumilative Losses for the
. Ope:catlon, should be adjusted as follows.

(1) FRIENTLY LO

ronmTil UM B
;KIA .79 vice 101 -
WIAEEg 24% vice 336 . ‘

e e WIA(YM 25 vice 91'

MIA 1 vice

'2) ENEMY LOSSES

2 e e
, 2 vice : : ek
‘ 192 wvice 198
.. CSWC 10 vice

l JL '-'GF’lL%S‘h j

T T
B VT SUNE " SRS P PSR
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-  [SADQUATTLRS -
lsth Jarines (=){Ral n), 3d Yorine Division (Rein), AF
F2 San Franeisco 95602

3/cR./eeb
16 June 156

Fron: Comanding Officer

Comsading Cenerel, Third le ine Mvigion {Rein); MF
Gur.;j{%nding Genersl, Task FPoree lotel

Ja &f'{,er Aetio: Rx::pw?;

ga) 97H Frag Order 126@6% DTG 071f~302 x.avw
By 08, 3d laeliv LSC 0916146?. Apwiing
(c) Div0 310@3@

Code anm. Guemtﬁ.ow TIPS “z_/m

Dutes of Operation. 010002111 mz'MSQ 0324001 Xayé?

josation, I I Goms, (mang ‘l’rr Tuviz ceg Iﬁ.stzﬂcc,s cf Trong

— Lnormfm@ loa and Carz Loo

}.ﬁcc

WEY
<]

'L‘a 1r %fan f.za%iono '

a, 1 Iamh o 30 Apri 1 1969
me—h larines
“Pirst Fattaiion, Fourth lavines
Seeond Ngtialicn, Fourth larines
'I’hl:fﬁd ulﬁh@.ll%xs Fourth llarinss

1——1==6 Lay 19 59
FoLrtt liswings (=) -
Seaond Gattalion, Fourth liardizes .
Tiled Battalion, Fourth larinog 4TH Y=

ot

T
[NEVELPI

se 78 1my 2069 000 .

- Fourth Larines LY (: % B
First Battaliong Pourth Larinasg ‘ L L %
“Sestnd Batbalien, Fourth larizes | S

 Thimd Battelion, Fourth Lapinag

.“‘Lg»ggazﬁmg Foxges.

Ao m L-Ll@m
il R T

/ZZ ﬁ/f gﬂ 53;9’“
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= SECRET

= (1) Direct support srtillery wa provided by the Thivd
N Bettalion, Twolfth larines thyoughout Operetion PURPLE LARIIN.
(2) During Operation PURPIE LARTIL 10,938 missions were
= Pived by the direct support ertillery battalion broken dotn as
3 follouss

- (2) Observed = 2,339

. (b) Unobserved = 1,355

2 (¢} Acquired = 6,79h

’: (3) A totsl of 121,158 rounds vere fired in diveelt suppork
— of Operation FURFIE I ARTIN broken dowm &8 followsy

= (2) 10841 « 102,572

{b) THE = 10,337

(L) Teinforeing fives vere provided by the 12th Larines and
other ertﬁ.lenr e}q"mtsa ' '

be Alr-Fixed Uing
(1) 7ripery air support vas provided by the First liarine
Ady Wing. Idrdted acsistance was provided by Alr Foves fixned ving
elarsnta and svbstentiel support by drry .Hel_ieopter Foress.

(2 Fixed wing support for Operation PURPIE LARTII ineluded
the follouings .

(a) Comventional sorties = LLS
(b) TPQ-10 sortles - 2,627

e UY‘! P \F\'}L“ T Vﬂ mﬂuwnr" \!'1‘\} ' '1"“ IR LI "\MH [t HWHW“;“ I A

(e) TPE=10 ordnance dropped = 2,163 tons

% {(a) 20%s on station - u75

;f {e) T7Q requestts - 2321

) (£) DDA as follous:

; agm SEGIET
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Hootehes destroyed
Bordrars destroyed
. Donlkere demaped
KBA?s econfirned
S@é&ndary fives
Segondary ex>losions

¢, Ar«llelicopter
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@ 1l
= 308
- 28
= 30
- 20
« 57

®

AAA dostroyed

a:37

Caveg Destroyed o 7

lioytars destroyed < &

liortars danaged = 3

o50 eal destroyed = 2

Vohicles dastroyeds 1

(1) Heliconter support provided by the lst Larins Air Wing
Lor 1 larcl «» O lay ims as follous:

LU THOOPS VRS LLDEVACS
figGo 164 9 o
/4 1580 7 55
oA sk 161
3/ 1151 i ggg
TOUALS 3429 27 625

Corz and and Control alrereft noved 1,721 PAX in addition

to nail and hot ehoin

e, Other Supporting Uni'i;si

{1} Af=), 3d Incincers provided corbet engiucer toans 1 suwport of
eorpanles in the fieid. The tcans assisted in ésrolition rizsions; eleawing

of bozby teaps and other required enpineer supporte
support ves ingfrupsnbal in the corpletion of the following tasks:

During April, oo incors

of F3B Greons; the enlarpeuent of FS1 leville to accormodate thres 105
hovitzers and the medlfication of tin bunkers 5% FSB loviile. Additdional

congtmetion of
ard an additional (117,
anee of the englnecrs.

FGB Alyine inclnded the addition of 2 Replrental Aid Station
mrs«a F5 3’5 were closed dvurding Aprdl with the asgist=

{2) Secout Dog Platoon ‘providsd dogs as required and requested

ay wrlts dn the fleid.

m3g
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6o INTELLIGENGL

2o Ineny acklvity was heavy during the ﬁ,rst half of liarch with the
ist Bn, 2L6th Regivent (IID) in gontact north of the Ragzorbask and the
3rd Dn, 2L6th Beginent (TD) in contact in the wicinit, of F3B CATAPLLY.
Thsge enpagsnents woro characteriged by the ensuy®s erploynent of
cormand dotovated rdnes then his base arcas/bunker corplexes were one
covntercd, in ordsr.to. dslay the attacling forges; execviing ground
attacks on friendly poditions at nichb truzh up to aquad sige unitoj
mortar abiscks on friendly positions, - artimﬁarly during the landing
of helicopters; and lagtly, ia the ares north of the Ragorbaek,
ox:face to evrface yocket attacks, All scurce infornation inelnding
8 prisoner of wap and numerous doew.ents indieatea ‘the follzmings

(1) The eney was pmﬁsiomd o fézght untll az:pmﬁmstely 15 I‘Zarchg

- (2) Tme %o heavy losses and an inability to rasupply his corritied
forces the engry Loasichle vithdrewal in mid<iareh,

(3) The lst Tn's approach and retirenent woute cantered on Dong
Ehi liountain and vhe road and treil systen to 1ts north and northeast. -

(i) The 3rd Bn's approach and retirmment route centered on«xnf}l;ﬁz,
eagh and wesh alozzg the Can Lo River and north into the Iz, ;
" (8) The Srd Bn vithdrew frou ihe vicinlty of FSB CATAPULT north to
© 4he vieinity of Iu Ba lovntain and Hill 8011 and held this positiong
T ) 02 Aprile

bo Conkoéts with lut and 3wd m'btalims, 2li6th Reginent (IID) and
pleronts of the Lith 3, Shth Arty/Bit Repinent dlrninished in frequency
and intensity in the last helf of Larch as the rereining elsuents
i thdveu fron the batblefield. Howewer, heavy contact was made with
the 6th Corpany, 2nd Bn, 2héth Regiment (TD) in the vieinity of FSB
ARCOINTC on 20 liarch, Ilers the enemy occupied the FSB with a plateon
8576 fores. The verainder of the eorpawy with 82m mortars and 12,7m
MIG%s was cisposed op W1l 1154, to the west and on adjoining terrain
4o the oast and Southsast, lordar fire uas ssalectively delivered on
FSB AlGOUTE fron positions on the vestern slopes of Hill 115k in laog
as helicoptars attenpted tc Jend, These mr‘har attacks oceurred dally
wntil 11 115k was oceupied by frimdly foyuss.

& Doginning in the latter half of lamh and continuing through April
and the first wsek of llay, ey activity uas characterized by harrasse
nant ebtacks and yecomalssance patrols. The harraszient attacks twere
launched apainet friendly forcss operating in proximity to and within
i the .Z, north of the Razorbagik and FSB CATAPULY, against FSB ARCONE
| prior to elosﬁ.ngo These attacks utiliged a variety of tacties;

"‘W‘W [lu\ I ‘[ “!H‘M E!’I ”\ | ‘IHV ‘"!‘!W 1 lw T ]‘!':'HHH "‘ 1 f I \‘!l\ T ”]"\ I 1‘\1‘!!} }!‘H!!‘ HER SN

1
|

W‘\ \‘H\H . ‘H’ | !\ ’ \-‘- F\ﬂ [ n‘!ﬂ ’“’{H’H W‘Il i \‘ e HV IR
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sporadic mortay and automatic veapons f£ira, espacially while helicopters
were entering HLZ's, the implacerwnt of surprise firing dsvices; and
effoctive arbushes by amall wnite againgt friendly patrols uviilizing
cormand dotonated clayrore mines, a short larst of automatic weapons
fire, and an imiediate withdrawml, Sporadic li(ht contact cecurrsd
throvghout the Regiment's AO with the enary's reccanaissance patrols
guring this period. All sourse analysis indieates the enery wvas
especially interest:d in Dldo%t Combat Dase.

do On 03 April two individuals approached a friendly position on the
sonthern edge of the .2 north of the Regorback and surrendsreds They ’
stated that they vere political cadre fyom North Vietmw: ut were
defecting to Scuth Vietnan afier beconing disenchanted with the cormunist
regine, Especlally interestiag vas that thoy vere abie o travel from-
Hanoi to the southern edpe of the I.Z in seven days., The individveals
vere uasbls to provids inforvation of enery units in proxivity to the
Roginental AD and were evacuated for stratecic exploitation,

a. On 10 Azril 2ll soures analysis located the lg, 300tk vA Division

at XD 9175 north of the Regimentts AC in llorth Vietmar, This ;laced

the Division vwithin 2L hours olosing time on the Lth lorimssy iowever,
all gouree analysis indicated the 308th Division was orlented oi a
southeast atiack i, .

 £o On 12 April three POU's wors oa tured in the Uppor Can: Lo River
Valley northvest of FS3 CATAPULY; they identified thelr unit as tha
st Cop lst Bn, fU6th Reginent (LiD). Onc of the prisonsrs was the
Corpany Corrander of the Ist fo. He stated the ist Bne had rellevec
the 3vd Bne in the FSB CATAPUIY area on or aboubt O3 April and that tis
13t B1, Tk disposed in and just south of the ILZ north of FGB
CATAFULT, His esmpany's mission vas to provide securlty for three
gransportation corpauies and to locate sites for supply eaches in
the Upper Can Io River Valley. According to this POV ist Bn. ws to
be rolioved in late llay b~ the 2nd Bn., 2h6th Repinent which, at
that tine, wes located in laos, . ,

go The POV fuvther siated his ecorpany had provided security Por the
A-12 Aoeked Unit duzing early Spril and that this unitls nission was
+o attack VADLGRIFT COIBAT BASE, ‘On A3 ALril VADREGRIFT GUL.BAT BASE
roceived a rocket attacl of slx 107m roelwts. :

ho On Ol Lay a £riendly unlt operating porth of thes Razorback made
contact with an vaknovn size encry force, The ensuy displayed 2 neow
eapability wien he ubtilized an unidentified chemdeal agent to cover
his withdraval. It i3 belleved probable that the enety were fron the
36th Reginents 500tk WVA Mivision, This unlt was lmoun to be opsrating
on the Reyimeat's castorn flank and had previcusly displayed a cherdcal
warfars earabliity.

aha ) SECRET
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i, IIE.Y ORIER OF DATTIE
IITIAL,  LAST QLN

dHAAISSVIDAd

JSR1NY SUBORDIUATE T0  IOCATION IOCATL I DATE

(1) 1st Ba, 2LGH Degt (IND) D5 Front - xook6630  XDB26689 12 Apré9
(2} ond By 245th Regt (D) B-3 Front XD676573 XDS69L2T 12 ApréS £
(3) 3rd Bny 2h6th Regt (IID) D=5 Front ‘xneahéi&‘ XD02L615 15 1.apb9 g
) ™™, 2h6th Begt (TD) =5 Front X.0666 xDBEGE 15 Apré9

) (5) ™, B-5 Front | - | XDOLYT  XD9LTT : 15 Apré9
(6) hih Ba, Ohth Arty/lkt Regt - 35ist Ardy Grp XDOLW6DL  XD9LLGSL 21 i.avb9
(7) 328th Division - XD9L75  XBO373 23 Apr69
{1) ao PW aaétnmd by T/3/k on 1l Lapch 1969, vicinity XD 946630, stated that he was in the lst
Tn, 246th Reginent. ‘ |
e ]?2; Eggge o;:f%mlgz egfﬁgﬁghbgégénht:n 20 Laxoh 15369, vicinity INoLLoS6, idenmma

6. Documents capbured by 1./3/h on 21 Tarch 1969, vicinity XD950628, reconfirmed the 5

the presence of the lst Bn, 2L6th Repirent.

dHAAISSVIDAd

de Pits eapbured by I/2/h on 12 Aprdl 1969, vieinity XD7926L7, stated they belonped
. to 1st Ce, lst Bn, 2héth Repivent and lecobed their battalion at sbove id,

{2) 2o 2nd Dn writton on holmobd and cantoon cover captured by D/LA on 20 liarch 1969
vicinity XD6T6573 Lentificd the 6th Co, 2nd Dn, 2L6th Regiuent.

bo PU in #ld shove stated 20d Do, 246tk Re inent wes abt thils location.

(3) Document captuved by &/2/L on 1 Lavch 1969, wicinity X 02W015, iderddfisd
3rd Pn, 2h6th Deginent. '

{h} AIL SOURCE ATATYSIS



dAAISSVIDAd

. ‘ R AR EE N (| V H!‘!-!\N‘W\"\‘l'\‘v [ [NI\ ﬂ\m! \”‘W [ WH” m’ H‘}‘H'" I { W H”H IT“HI “[F"ﬂ T ‘IP Ww “W[ 1 H“” ) 1! [l Ul Hl]“ I ‘ 1 H‘ m FH II’H“ H” T H\ ”\I MP 11 \“ V’ [0 \!11 j\'”\!” \H’yl IU\E? H!!H"‘l\ T W ’” iH o \H}‘W '|}NH H‘ o HIH ey HF‘ KGN [!\\ 10 !‘1 wh I“ “ [N

SECRP
{5) ALL SOUICE ATALYSIS

(6) 1R 4alen fron dosuments ceptured by I/3/h on 21 Larch 196%, vicinlty XDohlésh
equated with the Lth Bn, Ohth Arby/Hdct Recinent.

{7) AIZ SOURCT AUATYSTS

dAAISSVIDAd
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(1) During the perdod 1-10 Liarch and 2931 larch, cloud cowerags ranged
fron 500 fect secattared to 1200 feet broken in the Al. and 1000 fest
variable broken %o 2500 feot owercast im the Hi. Vigiblility ranged
fron 13 riles in the AL to =6 miles in the D, During the veriod
10.20 lmwch oloud eovorare ranged fron 12000 fect seabiered to clear.
Tieibility ranped fror %7 riles 4in the All o warestrictod in the Hio

(2) Avercen tetperatures for Larch merel 7ot 68 degrees and hich 79
darrees. The nonthly low uas 63 decrecs and the hidh wee 101 depreos.

{3) 1inds vere usvally 1ight and variable to 4«0 knojg fron #he easte

(i) Durdng the first half of April, the siy conditimm in tho &, averaped
5,000 feot broken, occasional overcast to 8000 feob huoken and varlabla
overeast, becoring 2500 feet ceatbered to 8000 feet Wrolen In the N.s

{5) Visibility vas 3«5 rdles uith ground fog in the Ali, “ecoring 5=
mies with hose during the i, The latter half of Aprild and the first
ueek of lay vitnsssed sky conditions gimilar 4o the {irst hald, b
intermitient cicuds vers sdded with scablered aftornoon vainshot®rs

and thundaratorms,

(6) Gonerally the winds were licht and varlsble vith occasional gusts
of up to 25 Imobts, -During the latter part of April and firsh wsek

of lay the winds ineveased to 8-10 kmots frob the sonthisast wWth gusts
up o 3¢ knots. ,

{7) fverage taperatures for April were a loy ¢8 dogrees and a high of
80 dogrees. The nwnthly lov was 63 derreos and the ik . as 105 degrees.

ke CASLAITIES AD DAACH DEFLICTLD O 780 LiLL.Y

WA KIA 347 1.ORTAR ROUUDS 3,516
HVA POU. I . ARTILIERY ROUIIDS 515
OHITY I0I%S 3 WL ROLIIDS 177
TIDIVIDUAL VRIS CA WRCD 198 1IES B9
ORI ST D TTUS CATTURRD 24 CRITATES 2,033
SUALT AMIS AITO 81,279 LEPLOSIVLS (LDS) 613

G (L38) 16,326

.. . STCEL?
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SECRET o
7o MISSTOUS (AS ASSTCNED BT TF IK)TEL)

Ao 1:&%169 blmég B

(1) ' Continve Operetion Puz@le ha,zv'uina

(2) GContinue operetions frem FSH Alpiney Nevills, Mussell
and Fullers ‘

bo SIL:mh 63 = 11; lareh 69
(1) Contirme "‘mmﬁxm Purple Havtife

(2) Goniime operstions fron FSB Alpine, Heville, Russall,
Fuller and 1IZ Amy.

€» 15 lareh 69 » 19 Maweh 69

/1) Gontime Operation Purple Lartin,

{(2) Comtinve oporetions fyon FSB Alpine, Neville, Russell,
Fuller end LI llmel,

do 20 llarch 69 « 27 Harch 69 S
(1) Conmtime Oporation Purple Liartin,
(2) C’mmme apara%ims frm P‘SB Arg,vma and éﬁ,pim

(3) Fropare to assws mpcon af 1/3/3 foz emplmmnt in
Opsration Porple lartin on order, o

go 20 lareh 69 » 2 Apdl 69 N
{1) Comtdme Operaticn Purple Hertine
{2) Contime ms’wuﬁmon of FSB Croens.

{3) Contimwe operetlions j‘mm P33 Qrgjfsma@ Alﬁmg leville,
Roageld and 1Z Catapult, )

{L) Prepare o cloge 7S3 &rgmm ASAP, (Josure should be
snitisted by displacenent of FAL/L and GeXDAY/3/12 en 30 liewch 6%

fo 3 Aprdl 68 = 7 épr‘il 6?
{1} Contimme Oseratien Pwsple Haptin,

{2} Contiome @pemtiems from FSB Alpine, Rnssell, Mewille,
Lz G’%a%;m% and Sierivéo

DECLASSIFIED
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{3} Continwe construction of snd operations from FSD Grestia.
go 8 April 69 = 9 April 69
{1) contime Operstion Purple lartine

: (2) Geﬂtizme @pamﬁm fm F$B I@a*vﬁl@g m'a%ilg Alpiza@g
mg 1z Catapult and Siemas

he 30 épr.il 69

(1) Seize Purple lartin cbjectives near southern ‘@mniwy of
12 by 12 Apri.l 6%

. 1 ﬁ@ﬁl 69 = 2l Apl‘il 69

(Iﬁ,) Contlme Gpewaﬁﬁm Purple Yarkine

{2) Contirme oporstiens frem FSB Alplns, Gﬁamg s:mue&
Russell, LZ Catapult and strxm o

{3) Prepars to velieve Ilﬁif?ii; PAB Alping and chop opow 4o

TF Hotel &

Jo 25 April €9 - 29 April 69
{1) Close FSB Alpine and continue proparations to close FSB
Grecns o ~ CL
{2) Chnop epeon L/3/9 to TP Hotel cn closure of FSB Alpins,
{3) Centirme Operetion Purple Merbin,
ks 30 April 69 - 8 diay 69

{1} Contime Qpemt«im Purple Harlin. Schedulsd moves for
M@) on 30 April 69 mil be executed en I Ixay 690

1o ? Lay 69
(1) Opersiion Pm'@le lartin torminftes "vm 082L,00% Lay 69,
B, B sy 69
(1) Comemce Operetion Herkimer Lountain in current AQ ab
O9000RH May 69, ‘ .

=1C- SECRET
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8, CONGEPT OF OPTRATIONS

2, The enoy hed gadned koy termwin as the rosulb of his Winberw
Spring Offensive and had to be denled the torwain he gecupioed south of
the DiZ, Our comnter offensive (Operatdon Purple Martin) hed two
lajor ebjsetivose o B

(1) To attack the eneny and destroy his men and mabesdal.

(2) To continue effensive operations unill the eneuy had
boen pushed back into the iz, 431 bajtalions and supportincfettached
ity were to combiyme the attack until all VA wilts were olther
destroyed o sretreated into the sanctuary of the duilitarised sane,

bo Wien the encuy has been pushed Into the 17, a1l hagtalions

¥ero o secure loy tervain en the southesn edps of the Iif, and one
bajtalion at = time wms to opevete in the soubhern portien of the 32,

s Supportdng artillary was to fire neginm wounds on desirnobed
ergets. Iive targets and prep fires on lowm meny posiiiens wers
i ba controlled &t the campury lowal vhen possible o ensure that a
sufficient mamber of réunds had heen fired, ‘

" % EXBOUTION

8o limrch 1, 1965, the first day of Uperailon Purple Meokdn, found
Sur three battallons eperating in W I Corps 5,000610,000 neines gonth

of the HiZ, The WVA started their Winter-Spring Offensive en “he ndrht

of 2hPeb09 end the ontive lith larines wers deployed te stop bheiy oy
pushe Unes deployed the Lth Iarines A0 covored an extensive arce Hhloh
inelnded the I eand the Isoilsn E@:d@ro '

b, Operation Purple liarkin wis characterived by infartwy conpany
assaulis aspinst eneayy bunler fortificationsg to includs close vunbat
wth & fapatical enemy in mivally supporting fortified pesitdoas,

€o The fivet significant eontact was initlated by Gorpany 0¥,
12t Bn. noar an ares nerth of Flllobt Gmibat Base (Rockpile) kuewn as
1Z Yiacky an o024 firebass abandoned for absub a months  The losation
of this actien by grid was XD 9661 (W11 heh), .

do The actien starbed ot CIOL3CH Mareh 69 when Gexpany "Gt recoived
4 rounds of 50m Bortsr in thely porimetew. They sustained 3 sasualties
which roquired svacuation, Hmwer, the incording was wob ewveiderad
vesy alonifleont. The next mewming et approxirately 12008, Compery 90
camenesd tedr essault en L2 Hack. The ensy hed been wlling o
stand and flicht the previcus day, & shatwee vhich ho ws o aaintedin
threvghout Operation Furple laridn. '

6o It mms looun that the WA hed hesvily fortified 12 Nk, There

oI loa © SRR
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were over 3000 reunds fived in the prop for the assault, but ag the
agsaulb cormenced, the BVA still ecoupied his bunker labyrinth and wes
dotestdned to holds  Ist lioutenant HLIRMN the Corx  (Pficer of
Campany "GY placed his bhase of fire on IZ Any (XD $73615) and wsed
%o platoons in the sssavlie The £irst phase of the assauld was oms
platoon seiging & gmzll knoll north of 1Z lizcky fron this they estabe
lished their second base of fire. The corpany oncountered mmpercus
booby traps, far in oxcess of those previously encounbered in the Lih
Iarine AQs; These devisss Inflicted runercus casvalties throuchout
Oporation Furple lartin, The booky draps consisted of chicoms and
N=10 claynores dotomated by & trip wire. The NVA had placed nay
=10 claynore mines 360 dogroes around their Wmkors.

£, The assault reuched the sumdt of LZ Mack with casualiies remaine
ing Hght. Howwer, vhen the assault platoon attacking cast to togt
secured the hilltep, three 82im nortars lecated north of 14 lisck started
firing an inbense barmrags. Tuls inflicted numerous casvaltics en -
Capony *0Y and they wore forced to pull back to 12 Amy vwhere & base of
fire had been loosted, carvying dheir dead and wowndad,

go The perimeter for the wul hi ws located on LZ Amy. Tho hill has

 thres prominent fingersy novtheast, east aleng the ridge, and wosh

toward 12 liacks In addition, the hill had muerous dravs leading to |
the edge of the perimcter and each draw wes a likely avomus of approache

k. During the assault en IZ Mask, Company "Lf, 3d Bn. wag poved to
IZ Amy o sorve as & vescrve forse, At this tims, the opsretion was in
the 3¢ B, A0 and comtrollod by the 3d Ba.g Corvanding Offieor, LtCol
DOBALD. As nicht clomed, L2 Azy uas consolidated with Company *CY and
Compary "L oach having balf the perimetor. Each company was tasked
with locel security and Company *1F provided an arbush on the finger
northeasts It is worth noting that from CLI200H liarchG? wntdl CLITA,
Compayy "3" was undsr aliest comstant encry mortey attack. Dven
during: thelr withdreval back to 17 Amy and reocoubying L2 Amy, the
enery 02w and 60w mortars wors never completely silemeod:. During
this same tdms, "H° Battery and "I" Datitery, 34 Bnog 12th larines
provided conshant fire supporb. A% the end of the day Company "OM
had suffered 2 KIA and 21 WIA (Zvac) and accounted for 5 WA KIA.

4o Oz 2 liavch, ihe teticn divinished to saipor fire 4nd cccasioral
incaring 60mm and 8%mm morter rounds, Company SLY suffered 2 UIA
(iinor)s but eccounted for 3 WASKIA(C) with small axms firve., Conparny
w00 gpent the day consolidating thelr defensive pesitdon,; accouplishing
modewvpes, and prerering for their sscond agsault on L2 lack. Copany
n0v yoporbed en additional 2 1TA (Evae) and 50 WIA (l¥wor)s 4s
wicht approached, the anmtushes and listendny posts vwere assigned, It
wes decided to place another anbush on the finger lsading %o the -

- morthesstc

=32e SECRET
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o The weather continued to hamper the svallability of air supporto
The denee fop and misting rein seldon 1ifted. This factor placed the
burden ef fire support upsa the artillerys,.

 Io AL OL30H on 3 larch, the perdmeter of G/1/L and L/3/L roseived
a ground attack at thelr north and northoast sector. The encry penstrated
tholr datepses and inflicted casualtios fyon the rear om persomel in
tholr fiphting holes. Uhen the Piring started, the amtush on the porthe
cash fingor tried o votwm to the lines. Howevey, ssweral NVA had
positiened thoriselves betwoen tho lines and the ambusho The arbush was
nit vith 3/ fire apd a1l rewbers vere killed or toundedo Sporadic

S/A five contimod wtil first Iicht vhem the enomy withdiew, The

to canpanles sufferod 9 KIA and 6 VT vhile 4iiling 11 NVA/KIA,

1, Other unitd roported comb@ck. L/2/ had 2 \TA (Bvee) vhen wq LP
tripped & chicdm basby trepe H/2/h foumd 1 NVA/RIA while on patrol,
apparently killed by artyo R

me On ki lareh, other units reporbed sporadic, Iiht comtach at close
quarters fron 5 te L0 meters, K/3/L found 1 IVA/KIA and five erply '

. praves plus assorted peav. §/2/h Gqued patrol made contact with an.

unknown size enemy forcs resulting in 2 FR WIA {Tvee) and 2 WVA/KIA,
3/%/3/h suffered 1 WIA (Minor) and accounted for L IVA KIA(C) ina fire-
ac On 5 liarch, &c,:%ioa contimed and cp%f;gzct. ws frequents This day

was highlighted by outstanding support from aerial obeervers, During
the dey thoy ascouated fur 16 WWAJKTA(C) vion they caucht eneny troops

$n the open on thrse different cceasimos. 1/3/) voceived an unlmoun

muber of 02m wounds resulting in 1 KIA, L WIA {Dvac). Istér, I/3/L
had 1 WA/KIS by S/2 fire frem thelr O.F. » SR

oc A% 1500H, ofter an extonsive artillery prep, (/L/L essaulted
12 tack, They used a base of Cire on I« Any vaich consisted of Isb60%s,
LAATe g, le79%s and 5/4, Tho assault fores was two platoonsy one ' '
platoon would sseure & small hill nerth of IZ llack and tho bage of
five tonld move Lo this knoll, Fron this position they could fire st
the side entrancos of the nmerous bunkers on LZ lack, This part of
the assawlt vas accomplished with no problenge The other platoon
would vove fron L7 Avy to IZ Iack using a treil located at the base
of the mill, Once the urit had resched this position they wore to
deploy and agsault to the swxdb of the hill. This scheme of maneuver
worked vory effectively, The assaulting forces received only 8 VIA
vhen they reached the toplgrapiissl crest of the hille The squad
end fire team achions consisted of methodieal bunlser o bunker actlom,
with several instancos of individuals clearing bunkors while undor
five from obthors, During the assault a GHelSDg which had besn hib
viide resupplying /9%, lended on top of 12 Ilaek, - At the ime of
janding Company ¥C° 1/l held ome half of the hill, while the NUA-
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neld the other half, Wad tho helicopter landed & fow minubes carlier
1t tould have been bohind the VA 1lines.

po then the hilltop was socursd, the HVA inflicted thely first KIA's,
Soveral 1TVA had slipped into a drew to the south of the k1l and fived
ap [P which Idlled 2 lardnes, Total casualtics for this actiom of G/1/L
were 2 KTA and 8 114 (Evaec) while they accounted for 16 IWA/KIA(C).

qe The peried fron 16 liarch was one of constant contact for the
repinonts forees in the ficld, Tho weathor wes poor and hempered all
air supvort. Due to the vcather conditiors, our artillery provided
almost all supporting flzes. During the above perloed our direct
support artillery bettalion (3/12) fired 11,82 rounds. ,

r, The cnory vas definltely prepared to fichb. He s well
equipped, well supplied, and pave wp terrain only vhen physiecally
dislodged by infantry forces. L/3/L had an enpincer teanm on IZ lack
detonate 2 M-10 claymore resulting in 2 FR KIA and 2 VIA (Tves)e

8o O7 lLarch, K/5/h found a grave with 1 NVA body KB artyo

to 08 Marchy G/2/h killed 2 NVA in a brief fivefight snd suffered
1 UIA (Bnor)e 441/ suffered 2 VIA (inor) from 2 incomlng rocoiless

)
ﬁﬁ%etgc fn%?ﬁr half, Had the helicopler Jandod & few mdoudos sariior
Py 05 Harelly Reton Tean * ook TEESY recoived & pround assanlt by
30 VA, resulting in 3 FR KA 3 FR WI4 (Bvec), and 1 IVA/KIA, D/IL
apprehended 1 detainse carrying a white flag, Individual wes 2 friendly
agento ' : r - C

¥o 09 lareh, 1/6/2/l sufferod 2 FR KI4, 6 FRTIA (Bvac)y and -
iYlod 2 1WA in 2 fireficht in the vieinity of L2 Catapult (3D 825616).
Thig ares had beéen a friendly Fire Support Base which wos ghandonsd
early this year, The VA hed ccoupied the ceneral arca and intonded
%o hold this torrein, GF2AL had boen in this areas for aboub two days
and confirmed intellipence information which located a large farce
near LZ Catapulte. The significance of the terrvain could be dstermined
wy tuo factsy one, it is located LOOO neters fron FSD levilleg tuo,
this berrain dorinated an exbonsive treil corplex in the Tpper Cam lo
River Valloy shich ves in comstant use by the VA, &/2/h was civen
the pigsion to secure 12 Catapult and swrrounding terrain. As
Company “GM approached tholr cbjective they enpaped a large NWVA furee
in tunkers. ' The NVA usad claymore nines with S/A ab 10=15 moters to
inflict casusliles am Compiuy *C¥, R S o

w. Thoe moverent of a@gﬁz@* ”G“was slwandeautimu Thoy wers

wmoving along & ridge which was south of L7 Catepuls and again their
zain support, vag artillery, The-weather had conblmmed o bindsr sir
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eporebions, Fiwed uing was wirtually noneoxisbent exceph for TR

suppert vaich vas excellonte A af2/l contlnued, resistsnos bocae
more stubhorn and ¥he NVA seployed smbushos end srdperse On 10
larchy the conphiy sphored & tunker compler which uas thelr poimesy
abjective, Agsin thoy mode contact and & fizeficht onsued with
exchange of SFA; chicons and P8, Tha aotion lasted all day and
8% dapk Company 69 consolidated in the mmbor conploxy resuliss

9 vIA {ovac), 2 UTA (iZnor)y 3 IVA/KIAo

x, On 11 Verchs as G/2/L contimued thoir sttack toward L2 Catapulb,
the TIVA lounchod & counter atbeck acainst of2fl with a copany slge
fores, The attuck vas initiated with 5/4, chicons, DPGYs and RPD 10f3
and it his GF2/L fron the W, N and Ml Fichting vas at clese quarters]
someidnes § nebers, 0/2/L suffered L Kid, 13 UIA {Gvag), including
3 KIAts and } 1IA%s fyon & 108 shert round, This vielent canisct
Tadch lasted a1l day brole the comy’s final abbarpt to hold T2
Catapalte Vhen the corpeny refched L2 Cagapult on the lth, they
faund 2l NVAZETA fron their /4 and artillery, Acsin the artillery
support wae the extes fumpetus wirleh dofosted the anemy. In theee doys
6,272 artillery vounds were fired with over & thousend rounds in

- gapport of 0727/l

yo Durdng the heavy action around 12 Catspull, othey srall cone
tacks wore wadet OF liaych, D/L/h suffoved 9 114 (finow) during 2 GOma
porbay atacke 10 Haveh, WE/I/b suffered ) VIA from & (TeaRdsg L/3/L
anifered 2 UIA (iiner) apd 2 ¥IL (Bvae) fren incoming 8orm, 13 lawda,
¥/l kilbed LA dn & brief firefight arnd suffered 1 'R UIA,

2. On 13 larehy 3¢ Bnes Lih Harines continued thelr prsh along
the ridgeline leading to L2 Sierra (ID oLBeh), Thals avea had boen 2
friendly position Gwo momihe previgusly; tut had boen abendonad. The
1A wore sighted on mmerous accasions on L7 Slerrs asd furdng the
aseailt on L2 Vaclk, snowy nortsrs ware firing fron thiz posiiiono

83, The 34 Bn. ceramposd thely apiack m 13 Mavch, The woather
contdmusd to heywer alr support and the prep Pires consisted of
srtiliory and some TPQ aly dropSe, The ferrain vas excepidonally
mgped with desep drews and siesp hills. The svenmes of sprwedch o
7 HMepre vore lirdted and every meter sifersd the threat of nines.

The schome of mensuwwey for the stimek shoved ¥IF and 9" in the

Tty action wae again characterized
hy & stubborn oneny 1n velicconstructed bunitrs oepabiae of wi thebant
dipock Wite fren 105 vounds: The basle somcaph of fire and nansuver

was employed en the company scales ‘

P, Company "LY wao sosignod o aspault 1Z Serxe and Cuompany ap
.zs assipned e hill north of 17 Slerra, coumonly lownm a8 Sierrs Norths
az the sssavld cuuwnsed; it ws spparent that 1Y Slerye was defondad
by snother hardecora NVA wmit of platoon sigzes Uith the base of fize

B0 Lt SRCRET
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lozated south of 12 Slerdey ‘o platoons nensuvared 9 the easte Theo
Pinsl ngseult would be from the southenst and enst, Onee initiatedy
the assauly consisted of fire team and squads wrking to destroy gach
unier.  In addition to the intense S/A firve receivod, 60 moriars
apd PPGYs ‘vero fired into the assaulbing forcess

gco Dy late afternoon on she 13th, 1/37L had gacursd 12 Slerzeg
but eneuy mortar fire nad wob coasedo The dasualiles gulfered wores
19 TR KIA, 35 WIA (fvas)y 23 WVA/ETA, Conbtimming inclerent weathoer
conditions made nedovacs & difficult tasks adaitionally, mmerous Al
weopons herassed tho hellcopterss ’

dd, On 1l Diapchy Corpsny nIt asgaulbed
Thig action was a wll exsented envelopuent 0 the

The enRlys apparently expacting an &% . s ) .
inside their tunkerss At the sad of she doy 1/3/h bad suffeved 1 FR
X1a, 7 VA (Gvac), 2 Uik (inor)s 7 NVA KI& and 1 FOWe :

ee, ‘While Campany PIT vas angaged on Sierm North, Company "7
This agsanli vas imitiated

vecoived & groml aspeylt fyom lVA forceSs

Then the TIVA downed a (H=L6 uith an [PGe Too helicopter had jJust
picked up nedevacs Lo 1/3/h, The helo went down in flames wth

Some medevacs aboards Results fromt snis sction weret 5 FR Elf. During
the agsaulby artillery supporty againg secounted for alngst all the '

sierre lorth (0 9h6630)s
north of the objective.
' ")

Feon wl] Marehy 15,595 srtillery veunds were fired in
support of the lith Yawinss wlith soventy=five per cenb ‘being fired for
34 Battalion’s agseult of Sicyra North and Sicrrms The veather
ipproved on the 17th and 18%h and fimed wing sepport 1as utiiszeds

ggo Lt 15 potevesthy to mertion that from
conditions werc almest alwiys® peehibitive for £
restricted helicopler poversnt and resuppiye

o/2/h squad ambwshed 1 HVA near conpany porimsters 1 WA KIko
3/7/2/l, found b VA bodies, 18 Yarch, 1/3/h suffered 2 VIA {Evec)
Zvom booby twepped claynore minos. 2/0/2/h found 2 WA podies buried
in & mier complex. 19 Liazth, afaf2/l suffered 1 KIA vhen UL oponed
fire | %73/l found 1 dead 1WA with maltiple shrapmel
voundse  2/G/2/h mfered 2 KIA and 5 WIA (fvac) vhen load slemerhs
were hit with 3 claymoresp RPCS, ‘3/.5. and NG fire. 20 haxchy Ki}ﬁx
iotonated mines near perimetery 2 Kib and I VIA (Bvas)e i

38, On 20 March, the long anticipsted agsault on FSB Arconee
cormenceds This aves, HilL 1308 (XD 6755573) effera ghecrvation inte
1266 and parts of the WO i 1D twail, Information from 21l

intolligenne sourses rovealed irrreased sctivity in thls arsfe

the weathor hasi finally cleared and iy

317 Varch, veather
fans winge and usually

jlc Fop this operaticny
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suppoTt 1as svellebls. This oporation had bgon plenned for alnost &
month, but 2lr agsete were camitbed hoavily to 9th Nariues in the Au
Show. Yalley and weather conditions prohibitsd the helicopter azgsuld
on this bigh terzein festure {1308 meters)s.

Weo, The schems of mineuver WaS & throe company helicopier sgsault
with ene conpeny: landing cn FSB Argonne agd tw canpanies lapding in
the velley o the noxth, A recen teap would be inseried just prior
to Lefowr and would paide the assanlt helix
tho operstion had begn tentetively schedule

firal decision te conduct tho assavlt wes gim at

lnost & month the

11 186 Hneg hth rines wes tacked with the sssanlt on FSB Argomne
{¥D 769427) prior o the

agsaulto Along with the compenies cis
10 bo Staged for suppopt of FSB Arpomne

vaokup sopply base; oruini 1SR, proved
FSB Argorine oy desrdasing the distance re

1ifes,

e AL -O9300, sfer sn extensive artilisry
Tosm TFrogthurg® stapted thelr ingert into A
48 the helieopter apprvached the IF an @ WES d
574 £ive raked ihe cocipit Klling the pl wpnnding the coe
piiot, The helicopter bit the grounds Ths ig  dfserbaried and |
formad a hasty 360 derpes porineter end pu led the womded co-gdlot
to safety. Almogh siwiliansous vith the crash cane an VA assauls on
the tear. The tesn vescted quickly enourh $@repel the enanyts
initdal chavoe and killed 3 NVA in the progess, After miltng &
quick estimate of the sitvation, the bomm londer ealled for aa

=t ¢0 the rosupply of
d for holicopter resupply

exiractiom of hin tean, Trmedietely after the axtynetion, the first
srangport holicopter landed with ihe Battalion Coumander snd perbs of
Compsry 0P o the assevls eoipany. The UHIE vhich the Fucun tean

vaz using prevented the (NS0 fransport from entering the upper ZonSe
Connoupently, the lower seno was the site of the mzin helo sssavlic ’
The necessity for & prinery ad aljcrnate zome was aply demonstrateds |

rm. A% fireb, e assawll troops reselived enly sporadie snlper
fire, bub as the lead elemsnts advance vp the 113 towmrd the upper
1%, ths 8/A and subomatie weapons Pfire intenmsified from & muiuwally
supporidng bunksr systen eriented toward th.% cenber of the 12, Agalng
the combet consisted nf deetroring the eveny by uweing gmall umits
mothodiedlly dostroy sach bunker. Thio ves acoumplished with a base
of firs directed townrd the apertuzs and ons or Lo Yarines comaling
to within grenade range and sssauiiing the bunker entrentic The
aciion continued until dark and the objective was sscured. Howawer,
enzry gaipers contimod to hareas loupany v gyl the batbalion O
throushont #he night. Durfag the day, Compmyy D¢ snffered 6 KIA and
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11 WA (Bvas) while lkilling 15 WA, The nelllafh of the remsining W0
corponies to the walley soyth of 5B Argomsa vas cancelled by hicher
hoadquarberde

poo Om 21 March the NVA used mortars For the firet tlme since the
agsault the provious dayo &% 0B15H; {12) 82mn mordar rounds landed
in the WM P killine the Sattaliion Cormander, §-2, tuo other lLarines
and wounding 12 additional llarincse Iater as helicopters wis
#88 Arponng yecelved {30) 82 rounds,

rosultin in 3 KIA and 11 UIA (Evae)o

ops On 21 Harch coupanies "AY and nEt ware 1ifted south of FSB
Avperne (vic XD 685h). Their mission s 40 swoep narth of FSB Arponnse
Later, Coupsny A%s rission was nodified ond they moved to ths west and
1971 115, The eneny mortars had bedr shooting fron sevoral poglilons
wesb of FSE Avponne very close o the Isotian Bordaro

On 22 Larch the actien had quietod sonowhat, exeept for 8
mapkar abtack on FSD Alpine vhich infleted 5 UIA (Zvac) and snother

- attacle on TSH Avcermo inflicting 2 VIA (inor)e

 _gp, During the firsh three days of the action on FSD Aronnty air
cutstandingd Tho fixed wng were o station well into the
g5 and provided instent fire power vhon noedede The
all rospects Lreguently rendoring
$nformation of Suspected sy positions to the ground foress. The
grtilisry five support was accurate and responsive, They fixed @
total of 12,748 Tounds on the 19h, a0th, and 21st for prep fires and
Jive rdegionge The above rounds wore firved by four 155 (Towed) :
homdtacys and &lx 105 howltzers on FSB Alpinee
g5, Helicopter support us ood but they were hindered Ly ensiy
 ground five. The NVA adopted a pattorn en FSB Argonne of firin; abt
the 12 vhewsver & helicoptew approached, e noisc of the helicopter
pade 1t Gifficult to hear the porker tubss PoPo
showed results, was the we of & fast spproac
prior o lending. e helicoptor would stay aboub fowr milzs fron the
somo wntil moriar suppression fires were staried, then be wonld vake
zone and complote his nissicm. Tas bolicopiers
landing invariably

shat circled, sometinss for five minukes, prior 10
roceived fireds ‘

the On 23 liarch Company DY poved thelr patrels to an 2red porth

of TOB Argonne. Thls had been #he assanbly ares for soveral protes

%% tne /1L lincs, They encountered aotidng untdl 1400H, when the
point spotied five ravese Bogurdty vas placed avound the graves and
rarb of the patrol started 4o oxiame the bodiess OUnly 8 few minutes
nad elapsed beforce the NVA opened fire antle gocurity and the 6XtE=
satorse A fivefipht rosulied vhich snflicted 3 KIA and ki VIA on the
natrole The patrel %illed 3 WA, The same day 7SD Arponiw Teceived

elfe SECREY
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| mm iﬁe@:ﬁ.ﬁg fm& 6(&:3"1 and 82‘:2@.:: mﬁars m‘t ‘had @n}y E. "“‘*;'A {Mnor}e I

wmie On 2 lereh o paivel from 147343 ab FS3 Alpine nade contact

“uith an wekooun size IVA wiit in nevly constyucted unkers in the

sare ares vhere ongyy povbars had boon fived., This sctivity wms
snected boeause FSI Alplns wes providing supporting fires for FSD
AFpOTDR. W3S Buffered 2 KIA, 1 UTA (lnor) and Illsd 3 VA

v, The mjor action shifted to FSB Appommns bub othor mmall come

tacts were made in the 12 Gatapull and Slerrs areas, Zﬁrch 20g
&%ﬁﬁ; sutfored 2 1IA (fvag) from S/A Pives 1/3/) found T IVASKIA in

ravesi LE73/L suffesed 1 1T4 (Evac) and 1 1T2 (fnor) fren (2) 82m -
2”@:11‘1(15» laveh 21, 13/3/h found 2 NVASKIA in praves, 22 lawch, LAV3/M
found 2 GVA KB arty. I/3/L found 1 1VA bedy in &n old btunker cooplexe
2% Namch, ¢/2/k cocountered an NVA force noay LZ Cabapult, resuliing
in 5 FR TIA (Bvac)s B2/l squad found § FR KIS in an Avny DN which
had crashed vest of FSB Veville (XD 802596), 29 Nawch, I/3/L recsived
6 FR UL4 {L‘?a@) i‘zm b@@by traps I@mtad o 'i:he:?x o @bjeci;m mﬁh ,
of the IiZ, ‘

W On 25 limrchy 3d Bne roceived the odder ;e COLTEMCD ool
operaticns in the MZ, The tw conpenies direstly Involved were
Company T" and Corpany "KY thich vere deployed south of the 1.2 on
nilltopse - Thelr location interdieted mejcr tvail carplexes vhich
were frequently used by the VA, Those troils offered cssy ssvess
$0 the M7 for the patrols from Company YIMiand Cotpany "K%: The
grid locations weres Company "I® XD 91145)4345 Coanginny YER ID 9326550

%, The goneral copnceph wal: ene squad of fourtsen men would
snter the TIZ on & vecon mission, If they made contach a reastion
foves wes deployed to thelr aid en an exlzactlion nisslon, The reactlon
fores could move overland, or ke helilifted, Tiis sotlen wes alned
ge dimirishing the rate of infiltration into the L7 Mok, LT Amy arca
and contirued vntil the end of Purpls Hartis. . o

F¥. At FSB Argonne, Company wyn contined 4 Amegp o the wosb
and northwest. On sowozal aceaslong, the conpany acourately located
eosny novters, engbling supprossive five to be delivereds

e B%s 250 liapch, Company ®A® @ﬂntizzwd t@ suecp toward Hill

115Y, neap m@ lagtian Dorder. At 09308, tho peint nem, an Se2
soont board movensnt to his fronb. Aftew passing the wrd to the Qaﬂe 8
the scont advanced up the trail inde the five of an AR=lL7. The

DECLASSIFIED
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: ankey complex was & comon IVA tectie pricr io and throughout Operation
£ Purple liariin, A/1/l sssaulted on lire through the bunkor couplex.

Thoy suffered 2 WIA (Twae), and Jilled § VA, but an artillery shor

o round inflicted 3 FR KI4 end 15 FR UTIA (tvac)e

3 bbb, Alr support contimusd to be emcollent and accounted for L

5 ITA/ERA while 4in support of Corpany PA%.

gee, On 27 liarch mortor £irve vas again directed at FSB Arcontise
i shtack during the afternoon inflicted 1 UIA (Evac), 2 TIA (idner)o
The direction snd location of the mortars vore detornined to be HAL
115}, end Company "A" was directed to return to the a2 and silence
the norherse ‘ o :

 add, The seavch on the 27th torrinated short of Hill J1RL and
Gorpeny AV ostablished thole pight position, Iuring the early norndng
hours an 1P roported definite noverent and the lines were alorted. At
0030H, the VA started thelr probe, Ik they had rdistaken the listendng
post for the malin perinmetors The VA irdtlibed their probe wWth |
 ghicoms and S/A. The IP apnmered back uith sronades, S/A and claymorose
After tho LP started firing; the VA reglized their srror and moved o
soward the nain perineter, "The intensity of the fire guiclkly inecrcased
as the TWA ceipe closer, The fipht contimued for about twoe hours with

artyy 81's and fixed wing suppsrt bedng employeds

-
-

- platoon had proted A/, Thelr mistaling the LP for the nain perimater
g slirinated the element of swrprisge |

_ . £92, The pext day Coupany "A® gontirued t0 push towerd HLll 1I5L
- apd found an VA company-sizo bunker complexe. In this conplox they
found 9 NVA KIA from the previous day’s scticn, |

= . pgge Activity avonnd PSB Arvgomne decregsed in the lsst days of

- Yarch, and early Aprile B - .

= Whho In Gther areas of Purple Martin contact wes evident fron

i 96031 Liareh,  Laweh 26 , §/2/h found 1 budly deconposed NVA noar thelr
= perireter under & rock ledge; 1/3/L eniper on Sicrre killed 1 HVAZ

1/3/k voceived one shorh OF roumd ingide their perineters 1 KIA and
10 UI8 (Bvae), 27 larch, L/3/% had one 60 short round land i their
poriretor, 3 WIA (ivae) snd 1 UTA (tinor)o  3/u/2/): suffered 2 TIA
(Tvac) from eney 5/A fire vhile on patrol, 28 Vaveh, K/3/L recon
squad patrol in the INZ killed 2 VA vhen the WA stierpted o antmsh
them, Recon tean “Amanda® killed 1 VA durikip thelr atbempted inserte
29 tiapdh, 3/5/3/k made conboct with sn WA sguad and kKilied 3 1Whe
1/3/l; found seven bodies apparently killed by 874, Suad recon patrel
Fevar 173/l suffeved 1 PR UIA (Tvac) uhen a recon patsol mads eontast
in ths Dz, 30 Nawch, 2A1/3/h suffered L WIA (Ivas) from & DH-10
slagmere. It could not be detoynined whather tho claymore was trdpped
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or commnd detonateds K/3/L squad recon patrol in the INZ suffered 1
KIA, and 3 \TA (Bvac) vhen thelr patrol dotonated fwo MBe10 clayrore
rinee; Ister (3) 02m mortar rounds inflicted an additional L 1IA
(fvac)o 321 March, G/2/L killed 1 NVA in & hasty aubmsho 3/F/2/L .
suffered 2 FR UTA (idnor) in a brief firefipghto H/2/L found 1 graves
and 3 IWA KTA(C)s 1 Aprdl, 1//2/k extwred 11 WVA(C), 2/F/2/h ‘
trol rade corbact vith an walmown sige ehery foree and sustained
, VIA (siinor)e 'On 2 April 3A/2/L found 1 1VA KIA in an old buniter
conplex, 3 April, I/3/4 found 7 NVA greves ulth 7 bodleso Hocon Tean
stasty Foot! vecelved eneny /A fire : abbamphbed insertion and
the nlosion vas abortsd, 1 WIA (ldmor). /l; approehended 2 eivilians
fron orth Vietnam, conzidered to be detainees

4ii. On 3 Aprdl, /L A" Cormand Group was extracted from FS3
Argonme, Cempanfes "A' spd "CY moved south to an IZ for extraction
e(mﬂ c;.é "7 moved northuost sueeping the ares tovard FSD CGroens
p.t)] 7 ) ‘ o »

533, 1/l had pives an excellent account of themsslves whils
accorplishing their mlssion. The eneuy infiliretion routas had boen
disrupted and his forces guerding the Ho Ghi NINH Tredl had recelwved
an asseult vhich pushed his forees into laeg with considerable casualties.

Wk, On L April, L/3/L found 1 YVA/KIA on & trail vherc a recent '
arty rission had teen fired, Recon Twan "Footboll Stap® while working 1
in the INiZ observed 23 NVA dipginge Thoy fived sa arty nission which

resulted in 15 WA/KIA, On 5 April, X/3/L recon patrol mads contact

with 56 NVA while working in the MiZ, They firéd arty and 81's killing

1WA, 6 April, F/2/L found 2 NVA/KIA in graves. 7 April, Fr2fl

pasrolling reay XD 833613 wes anbushed with clayrors nines; 4 KIa;

1 WA (Evee). 1/3/L detonatsed a claymore wmime noar thelr perimeter),

1 XTA; 6 VIA (ivac), Debwdsf of pilots and 4¢%s on 7 April shoved

¥ NVASKIA not rrovicusly reporteds - ' :

© 111. 8 Amdl, F/2/L found L WVA Idiled by arty during thoir cone
gact on 7 April. 3/F/2/li squad patrol made contact with an enery
forco, Tho emory dotonated a cluynore mine to initiats contact and
S/A fire ues exchangede The patrol called in alr, arly, and 81esg
2 WTA (Bwie)e 10 April, Rooon Toan "Black Dud® Idlied 1 NVA prior to
extraction with S/ fire, 13 April, ¢/4/L patrel detomated & booby
trep a% XD 724623, 2 WIA (Dvacl, ¥/3/L squad recon patrel in Iz
mide conbect with 35 NVA, kililng 3 WVA and suifering 3 VIA, Iater
1/5/3/), detestad an VA arbush bile attenptln: to extrect the recon
squad, 2 NWA/EIA, 1 FR UL (Evas), F/2/4 mede contact with an RVA
fores peer i1l 715 (North) (XD 85265L), O WA KIA, 5/2/h found 1
W 311ad by napaln, E/2/Y mde conbach with 10 VA, patrol pursted
wrd vocoived Pive from @ cave complax, 1 FR KIA, 8 WIA (Bvas)e
12 April, 1/5/2/h sighted 10=15 WVA in the same cave sonplex, nade
contsst, 2 FR KIA, 1 PR HIA {Beac). ’ .

a2le CUCEET S
DECLASSIFIED



" 'H“T!' 11

IR
SR

il

o

¥

| \IA It U T At

o

TP

R/l ‘ [ GREERTRT ‘vu e

L

e

[

e
t

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET

mom, The arxea of the £f2/h contact iz a low land uith steep oliffs
towsring on both gides of the Cam Lo Rivero 5/2/), approached the cave/
turmel somplex located at XD 789639, The VA 5till elive after several

 days of air end artillery prep plus the action cariier that day,

rotroatod into the caves end tunnelS, As L/2/ advanced thoy captured
2 1WA woundsd during the morningis fight. One of the enenmy 1S the
conpayy cormander of the 1st Coo 18t Bro, 2L6th Ropiment. Doth were
smediately oxtractod fron the battle area snd provided timely and
sccurate information about tholr unlte

mm. The tactics used %o peniralize the caves and turmsls wege &
conbination of peychological eperations snd tactics designed for |
agsaulting & fortified position. Vhon the informa ticn vas received in
the vear ket NVA webe in caves and screarding obscenities, the S<2 '
went to the field vith a loudspealker and one interpreter. Just in
case the NVA were stubborn, & flame seotion tas daployed with a Pay

ooo. The results of the combined tactiecs yielded 3 POU, atiributed
to the fine wozk of the loudspeaker cperation, and 3 TVA KTA astributed

to S/A fire and the flarethroverss .

PP Other actixms guring the day veres "A" Ond 2/k had 1 KIA
fron & oS0 cal, GF1/l suffered 1 KIA, 2 1IA {Evac) from an VA anbush
fnitiated at § tehers in thick terzeln, and F/2/l contirmed 1 VA KIA

 after arty and aiy weze used on an enguy prinker: complox,

i

quge Afser clsaring the caves, E/2/L staris a thorough search
of the latwrinth, On 13 April, they found tho first portden of o
substantial cackies (1) German rifle, (600) o30 cal rounds; (6) 82m
mortar fuses. latew finds resulhing frou the sesrch weres (2) B2mn
mortaw tubes, (1) bipeds (3) RPC LG, (1) AR<LT, {300) 60mn zrounds,

© {500) &2wn vounds, (100) SGm mmilessjrifle rounds, (50} 3Tm

cannen rounds; {50) chicom prenades, {8) clayrores, and (1000) 030

cal rounds,

sxw, Othep actions on 13 April were? 671/ spotted 2 VA and lilled
18 C/1/L avbush was taken under fire as they approachied thelr aniush
site, 2 VIA (@wae) ' T S

A

ssa, 1h April, A0 (OV=10} killed 2 NVA ‘dn a %reil wiih nis organic
ordosnces 2 WWA/KIA. 15 April, A0 reported 1 1VA K3 Adws L/3/9 found
1 NVA body killed by arby, 1 WVA/KIA. 17 Apridl, 1/l ambush killed
1 VL scavenesy in their »ld night positdon. £/3/l found 1 VA body
ahout Tour days olde 38 April, F/2/L roecived 1 XIA and 3 VIA from
clayrore vines, 19 April, 2/1/3/h tripped 2 clayrore minesy 1 KIA; 7
vIL (Brac), 20 Apefl, Recon Team ®Football Starr and 1/%/3/h conbined
for T WVAJKTA during the overlend a<iraction of the recon tean fran
the MizZg A0 reperts 1 KB Adp in support of the -sbove sction. 2l
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3 UVA/KIA, 1 FR KIA, 2 WIA (Evac)s 25 April,

___ {mvas) from an onény snipere
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April, OFY/L fomd 1 NVA bedy and & radio during their B4 of the arce

light aven. 22 Aprils #/2/h made contact with vrimom slze enamy foreey

‘ 7/2/L received 1 VIR

(tinor) when S/A fire was received in their 17 during their helilift.
#5o On 25 April, 2/L after acoomplishing their missiom of pushing

the NVA back inte the Iz, started to nove gouth away fron the Milo

The sanctusyy offered the NVA an advantage of £iring without the

threat of physical pursult. Comseauentlys 2/, moved south outside of

the 82mm mortae fire fan. . - :

veme 27 April, K/3/L squad rocon patrel in tho INiZ heaxd 810 LVA
snd erfmched them, 1 VA KGA, lowever, the extraction force was hit
vith S/A fire vhen they were mwoving to the squad®s posltlon, 1FR
TTA, 1 FRUIA (Dvac)s 6/2/h found 1 NVA gubside thelr perimstero

wove 30 April, F/2/L suffered 1 KIA and 4 1Ia (Fvee) during 2
brief fivecighte 1 imy, 2/A/3/L found O-IVA bodies in prevese Ffe/l
ran air and arby on two NVA, 1 NVA KTA, On 2 Lay an AD reported I
NVA/RTA at XD 6L96L8, 2/i/2/h suffered 2 KTA and 1 VIA from corrand
detonated mnes, but lkilled 2 VA as thoy vere running 8WY. h liays
1/3/L 1wes hit by ccmand detonated ninss, 2 KIAy 3 UTA (Bvac), snd then
¥i1led 1 VA in brief firefight. Bm/’s/ﬁ suffored 10 VIA fron unknown
d by the UVA, Recon Tean "ATbatross® reported 3 1V

~ &ype ras use _
prior to their extrection. 5/2/1; while attompting o

fron contact ‘
madovae heat casualties tock 8/a fire, They returned firs, ran air
ejir Minded” made ot

and Tized arty, 2 NVA/EIA, 7 lay, Recon Tcom |
tact ot XD 881506, moved to 12 for extraction and took additicmal
casuzliies, 2 FR KIf, 2 VI8, 1 NVA/KTAo -8 May, 1/3/k suffered 1 VIR

s B2 iy € paratian Fsla Bt St

10, DESULTS ¥

a, TPersonnel losscs werc as indicafed bolows

(1) vse | (2) US &Y
KA 101 KTA 5
VIA (TVAC) 336 wIa (ovac) 1 -
17A (IIUOR) 91 ‘
.MIA O

bo Personnel losses for the NVA ars based on actual body counbe

{1) VA KT8 347 DEF 3
¥ ¥iL O o 1We 198
PO, . L csc2h
i SECRET
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SETRCT e L ‘ :

Ta ad'dtion to the shove fipwes there wis shousards of migcellangovs
1tens of LVA 782 pesr deatvoyed. ‘ : '

g, ALl apeas verve searched affer air striles or artiliery rdssions
19 they wore in cloge prowinity 0 fuiondlr Lrcops. For this operation,
the Lith Larines covered their entire AQ, Thus all areas vere ssarched
if not jzmedlately, during saue part of the operations

do Mo matorials of TeS. origln were disecvored sxespt fin asserblies
of 60r. nortarsy after they had been fired at uss
11, Adninistrative lLattors
8o G‘Elwral

{1) Suopiies were handlad thaough nora. logistical chennels fron
USA %o FLG, Da lang, ams FLO (B) in Quang T, Fron Quang I %o the 1S8
at, Vandeprift was by notor eonvoy znd helicophere ,

(2) The sifectivensos of tae resupply offort depended upon holds
supter availability.

{3) The position of troops In the $401d prosented a variety of

- problens. Frequently, wiss would be locatod in arsas of sxzossively thick

eenepy vhich afforded no 1. This problen was alleviated by snploying extra
Jong slings on the extornal resupplye

(L) Opsrati-n Purple Lsrtin had sevoral periods of pooy voathers
sae poriod beinp for eichisen days, 110 larch. This pub a sovere burdsn
on the individual larine to carry extra oquiment. In anticipation of
continued inslensnt teather, the normal (3) days ratlons vers often if=
cxcasad to (6) days. beapons raained segording W 70, The LAl (I 72)

s earcled qurind the eperatlon and nsod froguently in assaclits on munkers.

e 1.79 conbinued te provide excellsnt firepower on the squad lewsl, bub
the 16 round should have a longer dalay for fiying in thick terrain. The

179 shotgun round proved 1ts worth during operations in thigk terrain.

be laintcnanes

(1) This avea offered sors L foy problens becavse of ths WY wmather.
Pipat echelop nsintenance by the individual Larine was excellsnt, There
wre pordods of shortaes, Wt nothing which curtalled the cormbat effork.

8o Treatmewt of Casualbles, bmﬁicn and Hospitelization

(1) Casvaliies wére evacuated by helieo.tor %o nCE L.LD &b
VATDDGRIPT if veunded noar o W@l of VAECRIFT. Lost Lersomel
ave evaguated from “C7 IDD to Jd LED Ba. in Quang Tri, or sent to
ons of tup hospital ships off the ecadh o YIlT-lMlic Treatrant of the
wounded had recelived only the highest Feiag, ounded refurming 0
aoly commented that they raceived excellent card. ‘
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(1) Frangortabion for tastieal movas pelied upon the holdcoplar. .
Teueleg Ezem used on various oneagions fop LOweS 4o aveag in close proximity
0 Bbo 7%

‘e Corrnnd.eations

{1) mmﬁicaﬁ.ms rerained conglsbently pobd derin, the speratlons
There wora perisds of poor gorpmrdeations bub this problen 1S alloviated viith
ihe esteblishnent of radio ralays on £ira bases. ‘

{2) Fize Support Base loville s the rainstay for our eorramication
offorts durin  Pupple lLartia, Froh the bags, the Merimental ‘Coviender had
Hrent evaunieations with his entire regirent and his wear ab Varide r1fie
Mevdile proved an irportsnt somrmnications relay durdng ist Bats operations

at #5B Argonng,

£, liedical walvation

¥l and nalaria covpled With Ju 6l ot penainnd 48 ouF TEAEAL
fnonch the reglment vas in the £io 7 the enbire Purple

&m&ﬁu AR : A, s S e P
Vartin Operation, tha FLO and nalaria incldants were low,

1z, Sp@fi’z.&'lﬁqizi&memsnd T@ehni&iéé

Hzi‘ﬁlﬁfé‘sﬁm Purpla Nartin ns
sipply By 2/h in thely AG,
‘hescon and $28 uﬁiliﬁ;;j;xg it

a, Tho noucet technique euployed durd
he beacon, This Lpacon ves erployed exten
By lats 42wl each batialion had obtained 2

ﬁélly o
= - 13, Cotrmndorvo inalysis |
a. Ti gemeraly the lessons Isarned gFon s operation sinply, selms

Parws the lessops lesrned in the pashs T eannot otereiphasize the in-
porbancae of the aploynent of supperting mforem'swe preps of

arens. The nomnel amount consleding of approwirately 10001500 rounds
ssaanth emoughs < The VA have Jearncd o wild bunkters ihlch can sbsorb
a @ivech hit fxo0 oup 105 hovitze? and ﬁox'&s%?imf; gven pur 155 howitaérs
be The ladk of air support gar seversly hindor WS advange of friendly
wwoops. Dscause of the enemy hualkeys we encounisréd, advance was slow
and gostly. In sans instances 3¢ eir support hod been gimilable «
= wmather belng the limiting faetor = 8 eould have placed napaln on sons
= ~~  of the nore costly ohjectives - NACEH SIERA, and SIFRRA NORTH.

1h, Rescmrindations.

the infanteys Our regormendation vould bes recon representatives sf U

patbaiion 1nvel bo adsist the bat' yldon o
& sltermote vecommendation voudd de W i

coorating Am his 47 b the battalisn ed

roguire aseistavce o whem & °THI wnéy grists
' >

nday. snd the sgeon teany
uensies of teans.

- 8, Thers is a meed for eloser Eiaisa@g‘h@%a«an the vecon teans and
vi use when xecon besns
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HEAQUARTERS
Lith Larines "m‘(Re:Ln), 34 Yarine Division (Geln), FUP
¥PQ Ban Franoisco “6602

by duly 1569

Fromaz &mﬂnﬂ.mu Officer
Tot Commending Ceneral, Third Farine Div,tm on

~Via:  Uomoending General, Task Fores Hotel

Subis Yarive Corps Eia-t’cﬁﬁ Hn Conneetion with Operation Purple Martin

1. Tn accordance with parv.gr-aph 15 of refervence {a), the following
reporh 1s sulpditede

2. Problon areas encouwndered during Operation Purple lartin wers as
follows:

as Designation of specific operations and subsequent changes thereto.

(1) tn 26 Pebruory the Lth larines wore divected by Task
Porge Hotel to dmmedistely prepare a boundary within thelr current A0
for the separate orsration liassachmsebts Bay., This bask was accome
piished and an overiay submitied. On 27 February the lth Marines were
inPormed that this boundsry wes effective on the 23rd of February, thrse
deys befure 1t vas prepared.

{2) A% 2L00 28 Pebrvary 1969 Operation Sectland IT was
terminated ard sitreps were prepared on a lith Narvines operation withe
out a code (w¥e, This aperation involwed the 2nd and 3rd Pattelions,
while lassechuseths Iy contlmmed with the Ist Meitalione

{3) Om 2 liawch 1969 this Regiment 1ms notified that Opevation
Vaggachusotbs By was chenged (o Opsration ?m,‘pie liordine Sitreps
were contirmed wiih the ney heading. :

L) on 31 A:mil 1959 this Regiment wams notified that the unndmed
gparation of the htn Yarines was now congidered pard of Operation
Parple Martin and all previous actions were %o be invludeu in that
operatlions On Purple liardin Sitrep #171 eovering the period of 110600
ho 111200 A“ml 1969 thess totals were comblined.

(5} Althourh sitreps on Operation liassachusebbe Bay fla.ner
Purnle Lord .n) were comtenced on 27 Februavy 1909 to cover a period
heglaning 23 Fehm:fy the regiment wip subsequently informed that whan
Opgration Sootland 1T termineted ab 2h00 on 28 Felbrnary thab all
Massachusebts Bay (Porple Nartin) eperations pricr to thabt time would
be congldeved a part of Operation Ssobland Il.

T T gECRRT

DECLASSIFIED

Tob~<



DECLASSIFIED

Sl s ®

1l
|
|

{6) AIL of the above changes vers recelved werbally fzom
the 03 Section of Task Porce liobel and were purportedly directed by
the 304 Larine Division. ‘

}\!"} L Wl e H|\ W} ]‘” e }WI “1 " W‘ll \,Tj!

~ {7) The conduct of gepavately named cperatluns by the

sime ragitend in sonbigwovs peographleal aveas and frequent shifting
of nanes, dabes end boundarles created an umecessary adwinistrative
Burden. Thess sroblons eould be easily avoided siuply by amnouncing
the terrdnstion of a single operation and the eoruencement of another
at a speeifle time and dates

b Iffective tires for boundary adjusinents.

{1} Theoughovt the apemﬁiéﬁ 2 bovndary adjustment or a chenge
in urdts wnder the operational eontrol of the lth Larines wers directed
At a Hine in the past, rvather than the Tuture.

MHU |1\H‘\“}3“}[""5 (AT {1’ w u”” ol w”

= {2} Theu & change in unit boundaries is rads It takes any-

= where Trom & fev minutes to several hours to notify subordinate undts.

= Thege -chanpes are bronsmitted either by radio by reans of an overlay,

= or both.

= {3) To have a boundary change effective before all unite —
= soneerned ave svsye of its exlsbence presents the pessibility of troops -

= veing loeated in the A0 of an adjacent umit, o delivering organic flres

subgide thelr revised Ale

e Effective bimes for changes in operational control.

{1) ‘hen the regivent asswnes operational eontyol of a undt;

- this eonbrol is genewally pessed down o an appropriate battalion; pro-
vidsd 1t is o unlbh Joss thon battalion slues Regardless of the size or
serposition of the tnit coming under Lth Larines eontrols & poriod of
time is required bo establish com unications, brief on the nission

~ assigned and orlend the srviving undb bo the eristing situation.
{2) Then operational contyol is pasced prior to establishing
cormundenbions wiih the incoming unit control camnot be exereiged
over the sctions of that undb, nor can five suppord be provided. Co

Lo 1) TP operatiopal control is passed after eomrunilcations are
established but before I1iaison or trlefing can be accomplishbed, fire
suppors will be delayed and the unlt camnot effsetively react o

Bkl \‘M‘l ’!\'I“FS 11‘“\"!“\ "VN["“' T\H & ”‘ T !H (18 /IR H\Ilf' \[\ !‘ !’ ‘}EH‘N oy \F

= wequirenents whleh ray be laid upon ife j
e b
- SECRET -
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e Timely Declolonsy

0 ‘ly“'\“‘ ! \‘! rn W‘!’ ‘|l\”

(1) A econtinuiny vequirewent exlasbts for btimely decisicns
at a1l lsvels of corwand and expedious notification of subordinate
BrihS, '

- {2) Onme ewaple of fallure to ueet this requivememt ocourved In
April 1969, On that oceasion the 3rd Battalion was oporating in the 1.7 w%h
relativelyslit le conbacks The 2ad Batfallen ws deployed in close proxe

trdty o the 5.2 and was meking contact with ensny forces daily.

 (3) Toe Lih Barines “requested that “4he 3rd Betialion operations
be termipated and that the 2nd Babtelion com.ence oporsiions dnte the
%, Task Foree Hotel was gquevdsd daily on the statuve of this request

1ith neibher an affirmative nor 8 nepatlve answer boing receiveds

- {li) & perdod of twelve days elapsed hefore & negatlve answer was

- {8) During ﬁhiéﬁérﬁ,_éé}he ond Baﬁ,g.;.blm vas naintained in 2
velatively stetie position., They did not have authordtly o cross the
gorthorn boundary of the IMiZ, yeb 1t was ot prudent teo withdraw

cloments S0 the south if this approvel was fortheoming.

(6} The above is only cne exarple of the requirement for expeditious
action, elther effirmative or negative, on roquesbs emanabing fron the
P@g“%g{afﬁﬁ‘ba ‘

T
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o 20 Jun 1969

CONFIDENTIAL (Unclassified upon removal of basic correspondence )

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on HQ, lst Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mech)

report AVBL-C of L June 1969

From: Commanding General, 3d Marine Division (Rein), FMF
To: Commanding Genmeral, U. S, Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
Via: (1) Commanding CGeneral, XXIV Corps, Vietnam
(2) Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force
Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report
Ref: (a) MACV Dir 335-8

1. Readdressed and forwarded in accordance with reference (a).

2, Contents noted, no action deemed necessary.

F. R/ KBAINCE
By direction

2,

VCOP';V&

oﬁiﬁl

Copies

CONFIDENTIAL
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—_ . DEPARTMEINT _OF THE ARMY
- THO, 1st Infentry Brigads, Sth Infantry Division (Mech)
APO Son Francisco 961;.77 A
AVI_BL;C - ‘ ‘ . | h June 1969

SUBJECTe Combat Operation After Action Report - Operation TASK FORCE REMAGEN,
16 March 1949 ~ 29 April 1969,

TH’RU: Commanding General
- 3rd Mavine Division

: 7FPQ;96692’ e D . - o m— . i e T 2 _; LT ‘ - - .,;_A.,.;i.;;'lf -
UED Qmaig Gerera o
THRU: wiCommanca.ng Gororal
: IIT Marine Amphibicus Force
" FPO 96602 _
¥ e i - s

T0: ' Commander® &
Unitod States Mil «tary Assistance Gommand, Vietnan
_ATTNs MAC J3l3 . B} '

34 (U) LOGATION; Western Quang' Tri Province 3 RVN, along the Laotian border north,'
-wost and South of Khe Sanhe Maps, VIETNAM, 1250,000 AMS Series L7015, 6341 T and

IVs and 4% Series L701L, 6342 I, II, III, and IVe Maps, Vle‘bnam, 100,000 AMS
Scra.cs L607, 63).11 and 63ﬂ2 o _,

- (U) CONTROL FEADQUARTERS:

ae From 160800H Mareh to 111300 Apr_.l 1969 the control headquarters gas the .
Ist Bn, 77th Armor, lst Inf Bde s Sth Ini' Div (Mech)o ,

’ H;Apr:;.l 1969 o 2921501{ “Aprii | 1969 -the con’orol headquarters was
© the 1st Bn, 615'& Ini‘ (Iibch), lst Ini‘ Bdo, Sth In.E‘ D:Lv (M-zch). o ,

.- Se (U) TASK FORCE ccafmmmRs-

. [y

v DOVW\ (\F/\Di D \% . . -
“Commanding Officer, lst Bn, 77th Jemor Frer BEGRADH, I‘W,h{ :‘72%@ ;dé\'/m f Moveh ¢

PRRTIZy S
g '&f"’"‘s a H““"E hy 18 ?gé?EAL PO DR 520,10 LARS : 1 ‘
, N 5
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oCONFDENTWL

LVBL=C ' . I June 1969
SUBJECT: Cembat Operabion After Letion Report - Operation TASK FORCE REMAG"‘N,
16 March 1969 =~ 29 April 1969,

wy

1969 and OB1200H April 1969 to present: LIC Carmelo P, Milia, 062162,

leting Commanding Officer, lst Bn, 77th Armor from 3].1200H Ms.mh 1969 to
081200H fpril 1969: LTC John M, Pickarts, 062057

Leting Commanding Officer, lst Bn, 6lst Inf (M) from 10LL4OOH April 1969 to
- 191200H April 1969: LTC Walter J. Bickston, 071316.

L Y R L E T L LT/ A ‘ qug

Commanding Officer, lst Bn, 6lst Inf (M) from 191200H April 1969 to presents
17C David E. Hartigan, Jre, 066159.

6q (G) TASK ORGANIZATION :

as Phase I (160800H Moy 1969 - 111300H Apr 69, Control of thé.lst Bn, 77th

2 Armor) e

o 0 D - T TF Control

= __  B/1leb) Tech (=3d Plat) C/1-40 F¥Ty (105 SP)

= 2/0/1=~77 Armor , Scts/1=77 Aymor - -

= ' - Mort/1-~77 Lxmor (he2 in SP)
= 1M ¢  8ec/C/1sll Arty (Dusters)
i C/1~T7 Rwmor (~2d Plat) Plat/}f 7th Engr (Reinf)
= 3}’3/‘1—61 Mech ' 2 Dozers/11l Engr (USMC)
= : o 2 Dozers/1l Engr (USL)
= 2B

“be  Phase II (LL1300H &pr 1969 - 151200H fpr 69, Comtrol of the st Bn, Glst
e (H). »

= !,:".I,.;SE: vec’l (~2d Pla‘f..) AM1=77 wmor 2 =3d Pla-b)
e ~E/1-TT frmor ' T 2/8/1=61 Mech
_. bozer/1l Engr (USA) Sqd/A/?’ch Engr

MM B N ‘ S " TF_GONTROL

/1..%"‘“Mech (=3d Flat) 0/1-40 %y (105 SP)
2/C/1~77 Armor © T M/h=12 Marine Lrty (155 SP).
C Plob/B/1e1R Moritls grby (8 in SP)

o T C Sct/1=61 Mech
C/1=77 Arxmor (~2d Plat) ' Mort/1=61 Mech (Le2 in SP)

3/B/1~61 Mcch l/A/’?th Engr (=)

Sad/8/7th Engr 1 Dozer/4&/Tth Engr
Sad/aT e ‘ . 1. Dozer/1ly Engr (USA)
2 Dozers/1l Engr (USMC)
2 AVIB

M A , ,  TF_CONTROL 7
1/1-G1 Vech (=2d Plat)
: 3/M1<77 Lxmor
© 8qd/4/7th Engr

r\!\ \“’[% }‘1\\1“}'\! RN |‘\1"‘N’1‘\"\ T

e e . . [ETRTTAFITN . [— rp—— . e P

DECLASSIFIED
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LVBL=C . y s C ( ly dune 1969 .
= SUBJECT: GCombat Operation After Action Report = Operation T4ASK FORCE REMAGEN, .
. 16 Mgrch 1969 = 29 April 1969. - , :
= ™ ARMOR ~ TF CONTROL .
- AL-TT Ixmor (=3d Plat) contt
= 2/1/1=61 Mech . 1 Dozer/4/7th Engz
Sqd/A/Tth Engr (Reinf) 1 Dozexr/1l Engr (USL)
2 Dozers/11 BEngr (USMC)
2 AVIB -

C/1-l0 Arty (105 SP)

Whwl?2 Marine Arty (155 SP)

Sec/l=lily Arty (Dusters)
de TPhase IV (201200 Apr 69 ~ 292150H Apr 69)e
= ™ ' T™M ARVN
= &/1=61 Mech (~2d Plat) 2d Trp/7th ARVN Cav
— 3/A/1=77 Armor “Redon " Go/1st ARW Regh

Sqd/A/Tth Engr ' ) .

- TP CONIROL ey
= TH JARMOR C/1=h0 ATty (105 SP) ‘;
= A/L=TT Lrmor (=33 Plat) _ W/L~12 Marines frty (155 8P) .
= 2/1/1-61 Yech Sct/1=61 Mech | ‘1
N Sqd/A/7th Engr (Reinf) Mort/I=61 Mech gh.2 in SP)
= ' ~ - 1/0/7th Engr (<, S
= 1 Dezer/A/Tth Engr !
3 2 Dozers/11l Engr (USMC) ,
= 1 Dozer/1l Engr (USA) ,
- . 2 4viB | |
- ce M/Le~12 Merine Arty was a 155 SP howitzer battery congisting of three (\3,)
— wonwitzerse Four (L) MBL8 cargo carriers were attadved to M hel2 Marine Lrty to kS
= Lasvy amunitione ‘ "=‘
: : \
= . The section of dusters from C/1-hl Arty consisted of two (2) dusters (Twink
= 4. i1 tracked, antieairvereft weapons) and the platoon of B/1l~12 Marine Arty 3
: sonsisted of two (2) 8 inch self-propelled howitzerse \ ‘

It

7o (U) SUPPORTEIC FORCESS

ae Aviationt During the course of the operation 2,042;00 ibs of cargo were
moved fom Vandergrift Conbat Base to TF Remagen and included such ltems as bank
enpines and transmissionse The cargo was hauled by USMC CHul6 and CH=53 or US -
Army CHeLT helicopters operating from the Logistical Su.ppor’o Arca (LS4) at Vander=
grift Combat Bases In addition the Brigade aviation section attached one UHwlH :
helicopter to TF Remagen for comand and conbrol on a dodily basise The UH=1H also’
hamled 75,000 lbs of cargos ' : .

T

nr

i
i

B e iR

be Artillery:

(1) Throughout the operation TF Remagen was supported by a battery of 105mm 3
selfapropelled artillery (C/1=40 Arty)s In additlon, three (3) 155mm self-propele
1ed howitzers from M/L4~12 Marine Arty supported the task force from 11 thru 29

2
April 1969, and two {2) segfigr?@qe?%é %ﬁ@%ug’% {?é?%fﬁrt/l-\m Maring Arty
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I June 1969 ' .
FORCE REMAGEN, '

x

SUBJECT: Combat Operation After Action Report = Operati
16 March 1969 = 29 April 1969.

T’BK

o1

supported the operation from 11 thru 15 April 1969, 4 total of 8 ,883 105mms 0Lk
155mng and 400 8 inch rounds were fired in support of Task Force Remagene

(2) Throughoubt the operation two dusters from G/l-hli Arty (Twin LOmn antis
gireraft guns mounted on an Myl tank chasis) supported Task Force Remagene [Ll=
though not employed extensively during this operationg the dusters were included in
the organization in order to provide a weapon with a large amount of fire powers
that could reach the tops of the ridgelines overlooking Route 9 from Ca Iu to Khe
Sanhe The road from Khe Sanh to Ca Iu is cut out of the side of a ridgeline and
winds through 21,9 kilometers of excellent ambush sitess The S0mm gun on the tanks =
ig not sble to elevate enough to hit the tops of the ridges and it was felt that
the dusters would help make up for this deficiency while the column was between Khe
Sanh and Ca Lue - -

ce TAC Airs Throughout the operation forward air controllers (FAC1s) flew
over the area of operations The FAC's were used to adjust artillery and mortar
fire, conduct agerial reconnaissance, and control air strikess The FiCts used for
the operation were USMC FAC!s assigned by Task Force Hotel and the FACts from the
20th Tactical Air Support Squadren that are regularly assigned to the 1st Bde, 5th
Inf Div (¥M)e v :

8e (C) LITELLICENCE:

ae . Enemy strength and disposition in the area of operations was unknown prior
to starting tho operations Intelligence did indicate that highway 926, which cone
nected northesouth Route 92 in Laos trith enemy base areas in Vietnam entering RVN -
at ¥D78023L and ruming cast to XD985299 was being used by the VL to transport men
and materials into South Vietnam by wheeled vehiclese fAerial photos showed the
road to be in good condition with signs of recent heavy uses In addition, merine
reconnaissence teams had:reported hesring tracked vehicles along JRoute 926 during the
hours of darkness, oud aerial observers had, on several occasions during the latter
part of February and the first of March, reported suspected tracked vehiclo novis
mont along the seme routes It wes believed that the tracked vehiclos, if they did
in fact existj were prime movers for supply and or artillery convoyss but the pos-
sibility did exist that the enemy had moved tanks inie the area (Enemy tanks had
gtruck the Lang Vei Special Forces Camp along Route 9, thirteen (13) kilometers
north of Rouwte 926 during the 1968 siege of Khe Sanh)e

/

be Upon first entering the area around Khe Sanh (xD862398), on 19 March 69,
elements of the Task Force found only gigns of the 1968 gieges As the Task Force
pushed on closer to the Laotian border, its lead elements passed through the Lang
Vei Special Forces Camp (XD794361)e Four PI76 tanks, all of which had been destroys
ed, were found ab thet location along with an abundance of old rmnitlons and de-
stroyed equiprent of both NVA and friendly forcese No signs of recent activity
were apparente Not until the lead elements reached the Xe Pon River (vicinity XD
780340), on 20 March 1969, were there any signs of rocent activitye. At this point ,
fresh footprints in the river bottom indicated possible platoon sized elements had
been in the area within the last 24 1r1<>_13_m¢&”w lerial chservers reported signs of re=
cent activity all along the Xe Pon River on the Lootian side of the borders Such
signs as gardens, corrals, and fish ai;.% a%.oz%g the bank of the river were seen by
the lead elements’ of Y v,A%eEéo%g - h? e seriod of 23 Mar 69 through
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el Jume 1969 -
Ieport « Operation TASK FORCE REMAGEN, -

SUBJECT: Combat Operation fiftor Action
16 Mavch 1969 w 29 fipril 1969,

29 fpril 1969, clements of the Task Force spotted wvehicle lights and a large amount
of sntiealrcraft fire almost nightly in the vicinity of the Co Roe Mountains
(ZD740317)« Intelligence reports, red haze and reports from serial observers
operating in the vieinity of TF Remagen during the hours of darlmess all indicated
that there was a large enecmy force encamped west of the Co Roc (The enemy force was
believed to be the 30lth NVA Division), '

- Ce The dominating terrain feature in the area of operations south of Route 9
was the Co Roce The Co Roc is a granite ridge in Laos that runs along the border .

- from XD7253U8 southeast to XD768321 and then south %o XD7532704 Varying in height

from 850 meters to 515 meters sbove sea level the Co Roc is more than’ 300 meters
higher than the Khe Sanh Flain and the crest of the vidge is only one to three
kilometors inside Iaoss From their priviledged sanctuary high atop the Co Roc the
enemy wag able o direct mortar fire on Task Force Remagen as it moved toward ‘
Route. 926, and with artillery the cnemy could control the majority of the Khe Sanh
Plaine Other than the Co Roc, the terrain in the area of operations was of two
types: high steep mountains and gently rolling plateau covered with elephant
grasse The high stecep mountains were characterized by dense undergrowth and
numerous mountain stieams that were found on the eastern and northern portions of
the areas The slopes of the mountains were a challenge to track vehicles- and
exceeded sixty pereent (60%) in many casese The plateau ran generally west from
the Khe Sanh area. and to the south along the Xe Pon River under the Co Rdc with
elephant grass up to fifteen (15) feet high covering the remainder of the ares.

‘Erosion has caused many gullies running from the mountains, west into the Xo Pon -

Rivers: Cover and concealment was good ypdismounted troops throughout the area -
and concealment for tracked vehicles would have been good along the Xe Pon River,
where the trees and surrounding vegetation exceeded 100 feet in height in most

locce €xcept that the area was so dry that the vehicles could be casily spotted
by the dust that they stirred up as they moveds

de The weather for the peried 16 March to 12 April was extremly dry with no
raine Heal inversion caused the visibility to be only fair during the period of
26 Mar 69 to 30 Mar 69, The reduced visibhility was an asset on the Laotisn bordere
Temperatures ranged from the mid 90tg to 105° 7 curing the pericde Throughout the
operation the weather in the pass east of Khe Sanh and yunning east by northeast
was characterized by low clouds and fog which lasted wntil mid morning each daye
This condition hindered any aircraft from entering the area of operations prior to
1000 hours. During the last two weeks the weather turned cool and several vain . -
storms created trafficability problems in the mountainous areass

9e (C) MISSION:S

-"ae Backgrounds Based on the reports of heavy wvehicular traffic along Route
926, and the reports of possible tracked vehicle movements in the areay, the 3D
Marine Division launched Operation Maine Crag on 15 March 1969, Operation Maine
Crag was designed to be a regimental size scarch and clear operation along the
eastern portion of Route 926 andaround the Laotian 8oliont in Quang Trd Provinces
The 3D Marine Regt Jended on LZ's Saigon (¥D8IS275), Pazis (XD808236), and Hanoi
(¥D802310)s The Marines moved east along Route $26 seurching For possible eneny
storage and assembly aveas and trying to find wherc all of the braffic aleng Route
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SURJECTz Conbatb Operatlon After Act:.on Repori: Operg:b:l.on TLSK FORCE REMAGE&\I 9
16 March 1969 w 29 fpril 1969,

be IMigsions. The mission of TF Remagen was to open Route 9 to th Sanh, cut
Route 926 in support of the 3D Marine Regiment?s operation Maine Cragy protect the
3D Marine neg:uaono from an attack by an encmy aymor thrust from Laoss conduct ree
connaissance in force operations on the Khe Sanh Plain and to conduct strike opers
abtions as directed by Task Force Hobels

10 (C) CONCEPT OF OPERLTIONS .

ae Task Force Remagen was to stage at Ca In (YDOISH55) on 16 March and begine
nln,g on the morning of 17 March the Task Force was to move west opeming Route 9 to
Khe Sanhe The move to Khe Sanh was to0 be g deliberate move with the scoubts and
engineers clearing the road of mines dnd obstacles, the mech infantry securing the
high -ground along the route and the artillery displacing as needed to cover the
lead elements of the Task Forces After the lead elements opened the route the vank
company and command group were to proceed through 4 Khe Sanhe From Ca Im to Khe
Sanh 21.9km of Rouwte 9 is nothing but a twrning, twisting road cut oub of the side
of a stecp ridgelines In short, 2L.9km of Route 9 is perfect anbush countay and
TF Remagen was not going to 'b'lke any chancess After arriving at Khe Sanh the task

- force was ‘o proceed south as tapidly as possible to cut Route 926 and protect the

exposed flank and rear of the 3D Marine Regt from any posgible enemy armor thrust
from Lacss DBecause of the need’ 50" ge'b astride Route 926 rapidly the task ferce

- would have to move along the relai;:.vely easy terrain at the base of the Cp Roc,

Once astiide Route 926 TF Remagen ‘was to conduct search and clea'b onera’c.lons sou‘bh
of the highway and along the Laotlan border,

be JAnocther objective of Task Force Remagen was to give 'the eneny cause to think
ahout the vuherablluy of any equipment of units that he might try and move from
o8 into Qumg Tri using the main avermwes of approach into the Province, By (-
'honstrﬂtr'w he ability of a mech/armor.feorce te operate in the difficult terrain
hround and to the south of Xhe Sanh the enemy would not only realize the vulnems
dbility of his infiltration routes, but the vulnerability of his main lines of
doimenicaticns in Laos to an armored ’ohrust would also "become quite apparerrb.

ce It was decided that TF Remagen would operate at Ehe Sanh without a {_,round
line of commuricationss Because of the length of the road from Ca Iu to Khe Sanh,
the distance that the task force planned to move from Khe Sanh while operating in
the area,and the limited combat power availoble to the task force it was deecided
not to waste combat power on the security of resupply operationse ALL resupply to
:Bnclude all bas, oil s voplacoumnt parbs for the wiitles v to be omeonlided
)Y allle L . .

ae Ab 0600 hours on 17 March TF Remsgen departed Ca Iu for Khe Sanh, The scout

platoon of the lst Bn, 77th Armor supported by the attached engineer platoon, dozers

and AVIBs led the waye Progress was slow but steady as bypasses around destroyed
bridges were constructed, AVIBs were used repeatedly to span washouts and fallen
bridges and the road was swepb for minsse The sconts reached XD921419 at 2015 hrs
and established a night defensive position at thot locatiors At 180600H March the
scouts and engincers resumlod the:Lr opora‘clons westwards 3B dompany, 1st Bn, 6lst
_Inf (Mech) s:.nml’baneously pl . 1 ancimoved to ‘secure the high ground
vic XD935410. At 1530 oh Biredi Tety d(105 SP) displaced from
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BRI

Ca Iu to X:D921h_19 tO'provid.ei‘ire support for the Task Force elerments which now exe
tended along Route 9 from XD913L03 east to Ca Iue By nightfall, the scoubt platoon
had crossed the last barrier to traffic and spent the night on the Khe Sanh Plateaue _
Their arrival on the plateau marked the reopening of Route 9 for srmored traffics
4 prodigious amount of engineering effort had been required in the first two dayse
Thirteen (13) bypasses were &onstructed, the AVIDs had been launched and recovered -

. six (6) times, and cnemy antietenk mined were discovered and destroyed in two
Jocations along the route, C Company, lst Bn, 77th Armor began moving west on
Route 9 at 19OBOOH Mor 69, The Task Foree Command Group and combat trains followed
C/1=77 Armore The march went without ineident, and all tesk force elements had
closed on the platean within five hours. Icad elemenbts of the-task force reached
Khe Sanh City by noony where they were visited by LTG Stilwell, XXIV Corps
Camanders ' .

R BT

\“\ r\" }‘W "\ !L’!\ ‘E“'}"““ T Fﬂl YR T

be On 20 March TF Remagen moved through the sbandoned Special Forces Camp at
Lang Vei (XD795363) and then turned south along the Laotian border toward Highway
9264 At 1520 hrs on 25 March Tm C made contact with A/1e=3 Marines in the vicinity
Team G gt 1700 hrs and spent the mght “at ¥D807236s  The battalion he2 in mortar
platoon and the engineers digplaced to XD799255 to support the teamss Team C
-placed an ambush at-the point where Highway 926 enters South Viebnam after crossing
the Xe Pon Rivers This ambush engaged 3 to 5 encmy moving through the fard site
and the enemy returned fire, A4 search of the area the following morm.ng revealed
bload tra:.ls, two 82mm mor‘our rounds were found at XD780212, ,

LiE IR M AR RE

ce From 2629 Nlarch 1969, both teams condu::’ood extensive search 'md destroy
O_pCX“'—'thIlo north and south of Route 926 from the Lactian border to the vieinity
of the Laotian Salient. - Approximately 100 square kilemeters were searched with
negative resultse, Highway 926 was found to be a good dry highway for wheeled -
voriclese Observation of the Laotian side of the river revealed mumeroug hutsy.
hunlors and trailse On the night of 29 Mar, Team C started moving north back to=
T The Sanhs ' - " " ‘ o

da 4t 300720II Vo 69, Tcan B and the battalion morbar px».toon begm momm
northe They were attacked at 0836 hrs vicinity XD778239 by an unknown sized enemy

T B yreturned the fire and swept the area, Three enemy bodies were founds Team B
suffered three wounded in action and both damaged tenks vere repa:u’ed in their

" field locabionse Team C had senbt a tank platoon, praceded * by a mine sweep toam, in
reaction to Team Bfs firefight. Following the riine awcyp team, the locad tank struck
what was cstimated to be two Chinese Commnist plastic AT mines stacked one on top
of the others The explosion blew sections of tank brack 300 meters from the .
vehicle, and left a crater seven feet in diameter by four feeb deepe While securing

=

ab XD790255. The cache contained the followings

T

82rm mortar rounds ' : 1120 with fuzes
- 60mm mortar rounds - o _938 with fames
= 75mm recoiless rifle rounds ¢
= 51 cal M3 rounds _5500

= ce 37w rounds y
= 702 rounds

R
ERRE N A
it

“g \ 5(?
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of Highway 926 and established a night position at XD777236e Team B passed through

forces One tank was damaged by an anti~bank mine, and another was etruck by an RPGe

the Ymmk ond sweeping the area, Team G discovered and destroyed a large enemy cache:
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SUBJECT: Cambab Opcratilon After Actic;p Report = Opera'bionv TLSK FORCE REMAGEN,
15 March 1969 = 29 Ap:cil 19690 N

RFG boogters 25 T
ChiCom Lt MG : 1 ' T
AK=ly7 ammunition 3400

REG = 2. 2

ChiCom grenades g o2

Mounty S1 cal M , 2

Gas Mask 300

Plastic antiefank mine ' 1

Team B passed through Team C and moved north to a night position &t XD765292 whiles

Team G secured the badly damaged tanks The following morning (3106150 Max 69) Team
B received approximately 100 rds of 82mm moxrter, resulting in one (1) Zrdendly KTA
and six (6) WIAs Counter-battery fire from C/1=LO Arty was placed on the suspected
mortar position in Laos and the enemy fire ceased at 065k hrs. Ab 0855 hrs Team C
received three (3) rds of 82w mortar from the Iaotian side of the river but there
wore no casualiies. At 1215 hrs, Team G came under mortar and RFG fires. A4 VIR
from G Company) 1=77 Armor took a direct hit from a RPC detonating six (6) Lawts
stored inside resulting in onme (1) KIA, four (L) WIA, and a total loss of the VIRe
Team C returned fire with tenk guns, suppressing the enemy fire.

ce From 2 through & fpril 1969 the Task Force was involved in extracbing thg
defaged vehicles and in relocating back to the vieinity of Khe Samh where extensive

madiptenance was performoeds Tt st be rencrbered that o1l of the ‘roplocCeihaihs,
vo, include traclks and nower . peclks, had bo be delivered by 2ire o

fe On 7 April the task force moved north to eonduct a reconnoissance in force
soumrd T2 Alpine (¥D755530) with Tean C while Team B conducted search and cleay
cporations west-northwest of the Khe Sanh sirfields By being able to move from .
.o Sanh to Alpinc the armor/mech force demonstrated that armor is capable of gete
tixn astride all three of the main routes of infiltration imbto Quang Twi Provinee

- S
Lo _JBOS.

. ge On 9 April an accident occurred at Vandergrift Conbat Basee Late in the
afternoon o Marine CH-i6 crashed and burned destroying the Division!s forward 1o
gistical support avea (LSA)e The LSA ab Vandergrift was the sole means of support
for TF Remagen, the 3D Mardne Regt and the lith Marine Regte The LSA remained |
closed cn the 10th and did not reopen until 11 Aprils Operations by TF Remagen
were cble to contimue mmabateds '

he On the night of 10 April 1969, after the LSA had been closed all day, G/1-L0
fxty secured by the battalion headquarters tank section and the scoubt platoon mgved
to XD81L369 and conducted an artillery raid. Targets consisted of 4O to 50 wvehicle
lights vic XD780280, vehicle lights at I0761328, XD772318, and grids XD770310, © -
¥D770300, The battery fircd 1149 HEs 95 WPy and 70 VT roundss There were
secondary explosions, including 6 large flashess One large fire was starteds

5. on 11 Aprdl the 1st Dn, Glst Tnf (M) relieved tho st Dn, 77th Avmor as. the
control headquarters of TF Lomagen. 25 1365 hrs the commmnd group, scoub platoong
mortar plaboon and support alements of the lst Bn,

after a 97.0kn road : t the, LasheedgripRis=arriyedeab o Nency at 2030 hrse When
the lst Bn_: Glst Ipf% @Q ihs*a?;%;% aﬂﬁ briught§ a:%’ch it A/1-61 Inf (M), |
: . 3 ) ] Jom

"

TN
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SUDJEGT: Gombat Opersbtiecn After Action Report - Operation TASK FORCE REMAGEN,
16 March 1969 = 29 April 19694

"Af1=77 Armor, the scout and mortar platoons of the lst Bn, 6lst Inf (M),a 185 5P
battery end two Marine 8 in howitsers. The 8°in~howitzmers broke down'before they
reached Ca Tu and A/1=77 Armor had to drag them to Khe Sanh afber dark.

jo After srrival at Khe Sanhy 4/1-61 Inf (M) moved toward LZ Alpine to conduct
search and clear operations south of the LZ while B/1-6L Inf (M) and G/1-77 Armor
conducted search and clear operations im the vicinity of Khe Senh, On the 13th
&/1~77 Armor begen to move directly seuth from Khe Sanh, toward LZ Saigon .
(XD815275) and Route 926 attempting to find a way through the mounteinous terrain
that wonld allow the task force to move between Route 926 and Khe Sanh without
noving along the base of the Co Roce .

ko While A/1~77 hrmor moved south, the remainder of the task force made a
dash for the Laotian bordere REmploying TAC air, artillery and advaneing divectly
west from Khe Sanh the mech/armor force moved toward the border attempting to make
the enemy believe that his Lines of cormmnications in Laos were in danger, and that
he would be attacked in his sanctuary. The eneny did not react to the feint,

le On 15 April B/1-61 Inf (M) and C/1=77 Axmor departed Khe Sanh for LZ Sharon
and 1% Naney respectively. As the companies reached Ca Iu the columms split, ALl
- inoperable vehicles moved along-Route 9 to Dong Ha and then down Route 1 to their

Pinal destination while the remainder of the companies moved through the newly opens

ed Da Long Valley roads As B/1-6L Inf (M) and C/1=77 Armor departed Khe Sanh ‘the

- ““tyo (2) 8 inch howitzers that had accompanied TF 1=61 Inf (M) on its move to Khe

Sanh returned to Vandergrift Combat Basee

Me On 19 April the 2d Troop, 7th ARVN Cav reinforced by the Recon Cos lst
DUN Regt moved from Carp Evans to Ca Ine The following day the LRVN moved to Khe
cenh and was placed under the operational control of TF Remagells AMter arriving
~5 Khe Saph the ARVN conducted search and clear operations north of the aipfield
o0 then west toward the Laotian borders

e On 21 fpril A/1=77 Armor reached Highway 926. After spending the night
astride the highway, A/1=~77 Armor returned to LZ Saigon while A/1-61 Inf (M) moved
through the tank cempanyy turned east on Highway 926 and conducted search and clear '
operations near the Laobtian Salient in the vicinity of XD885225, :

0e On the 23d the clementsof TF Remagen that had been working along Highway
926 begon their move back to Khe Sanhe The last element returned to Khe Sanh on 2L
Lpril and the Task Force performed maintenance in preparation for its scheduled

nove to LZ Sharon on 26 Aprile

pe At 0330 hours on 25 April an estimated NVA battalion minus attacked the
2d Troopy Tth ARVN Cav which was located at 812110, The atback started with a
heavy mortar barrage which lasted for about one houre (One mortar round landed
nesr the FDC track of C/1-40 Arty killing the battery executlve officer and wounds
ing every man in the FDC). Following the mortar fire the enemy attacked the ARVN
position using RPGs, small ayms fire, aubomatic weapons Tirve, flamethrowers and
small satchel chargese At 0600 hours the enemy bLroke conbact lsaving behind 33 WA

KIAs A further search ofyhsiameay zesulbad W gheagapbuse gof 12 MK=lTs, four (L)
1 e‘ﬂz’-fﬂ;b?{rof ()ﬁgﬂ E-gi @(gzjngalore torpedo, two
: 1=

BL4O lawnchers, onc (1) Bl g ‘
(2) pole charges, fifty ff, | Chicom Sgr%%e%w 304 arges and one (1) flame=

=
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throwete Fr:.encly casualﬁ:.es were eight (8) LRVN CLA., LO- ARVN WIA, one (1) fustrae
lian advisor KIA,.-two (2) US advisors Wi, two (2) US K4, and three (3) US WIAe
Three (3) ARV ;personnel carriers were destroyed and ore (1) tank from A/1«77 Armor
was damgcd,

qe The move from Khe Sanh was postponed untdl 28 April to allow Task Force
Remagen tdfie to conduct a thorough search for the enemy. At 0300 hrs on the 28th-
the enemy attacked once againe This, .tjme the main attack was directed against. Co
Ay lst Dny Clst Inf (M) which was located ab XDBL5390s The company wes alertéa
" just.prior to the start of the attack by a listening post which sprang an ambuslh cn
~ the enemy as they were moving into positions The enemy attack was supported by -
RPG, mortor, small arms and antomatic weapons firee Throwing satchel charges and
= using flame devices the enemy charged from the southwest but was unable to penetrate
S 7 the perimeters At approximately 0540 hours the enemy broke contact and disappeared
* into the nighte While A/1=61 Inf (M) was under abvtack,both 2/7 VN and the Task -
~ Force CP were probed by the enemy ground forcess. 2/7 ARVN moved to 4/1~01 Inf (M)
. Jocation and swept the aread The day was spent attempting to regain contact afid at
1300 hrs C/1=~1L Inf was air dssaulted into an LZ near: ‘bhe “Khe Sanh a::.rf:.eld. Gdn- '
iy tact was not re-es’mb]:.shed.

.,f

1. Fmendly casua'f ties were flve (5) ICCA anfw 35 WIA. In add:.’o:pn, two (2)
105mm SP howitzers and one (1) M5L8 cargo carrier were. damdged while one {1} Ml.lBAl
persorBl carrier, ong (1) Mi8A3 tank, one (1) weter trailer and one (1) 18 were

‘destroyed (ne of the MbLds 'was Loaded with 105mn arymmition which exploded ea.uslng
nos’o of ohe fI'l

'('1) RPD LNG, Lwo (2) ’IPG—ZS, SOO sg.'bchel charges and 76 B-hO rounds.

re Encrmy um.bs :nvolved in the: con'bg.cts o:[‘ 25 and 28 Apnl ha:vc been :.d.en‘bli'ied
oF olments of the 57th md 9th Ref, bs s 30lth NVA DIV.

. , §o At 0700 hrs on 29 Apr.l.l TF Renac_,en began its move from Khe Sanh beck to :Lts
= hore bases Decause of the enecny gbbacks on the 25th and 20th it was anticipated

tack the Tagk Force while it was. on the roads ‘The move ‘o Ca Iu was slow and .
careful but by 1246 hrs the lead-element had veached Ca Iu without incident and py’ *‘
= 2150 hrs -the-last vehicle retumec. to LZ Sharon, a distance of 80 grue]::.ng kilow g
mete¥ss , .,'17' .
te Far for‘byunovcn (L7) days an arnor/moch force had operated in the northe

o iestcrn mountains of South Vietnam along the Laotian borders Except for the early
r morning hours of 25 and 28 fpril no major battles were fought but the lst Ble, 5th
Inf Div (M) had demonstrated that armor can operate ‘in Gifficult tevrain over
exbendod dﬁ.s‘aances wlthout a ground line of cormmm:watlons.

s cc) RESULTé;,w.

DECLASSIFIED

¢ The encmy lost 3).; ITVA KIA and abandoned the follomng equipment s 15‘ g\l{-ms,

the éneny had mined the road from Khe Sanh to Ga In and that he might try and at- . _'
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AVBL=C . i June 1969
SUBJECT¢ Combat Operation A;ﬁ"ber ACth"L I’.euort - Operat:l.on TASK FORCE REMAGEN,
16 March 1969 « 29 April 1969.
OTHER
ARMY USMC ARVN FWMAF  TOTAL
KIA 12 0 8 1 21
WIA 70 0 Iy 0 il
POW 0 0 0 0 0
MIA 0 0 -0 0 0
CAPTUNED 0 0 0 0 0
NH DEATH 1 0 0" 0 1
NH INJURY 20 0 0 0 20

De Enoty Ca.sua].t:n_es (All enery casudt:u.es were ﬂVA). .

(1) cum;ﬂfg@;ve.' KIA: 763

(2) Inflicted by US Forcess
HO1 CHAMH: O.

(3) Inflidted by MVif¢ KIAs
~Ce UQ Dquipment Lossess
ITE.M

=~ MBA3 Tank
MI13AL Personnel Carrier

JTEM

POW:
ICEA-

28;‘

h8 (:an ud:.ng I KBA), POW: 03

Pow- os CIVDEF- o; HOT CHANH: L

~— uou

1
2 (One more was lost at Vandergr:.f’o Cote
bat Dase when a helicopter not cone
nected with TF Remagen crashed and
~ . _burnedl settihg the Vandergrift Logiste
ical SBupport Area on fire. The MLL3AL
involved was part.of the 1-77 Armor
rear at Vandergrift)e

MB6 hecovery Vehicle 1
M58 Tracked Cargo Carrier 1
EIMCO Dozer (USMC) 1 ‘
ML9 40O Gallon Water Trailer 1 '
de JLRVE Equipment Losses: T
AMOUNT
113 Personnel Carvier T2 B -

M].ZSA:L 8lm Mortar Carriex )
o0 Bnony Bqulpnont Losses:

TTEM

2K-N17 (Wood Stock)

LR-U7 (Folding Metal Stock)

Machinegun RPDel g
Mnehinegun, Ligh

1
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SURJECT: Gombat Operation After Action Report « Operation TASK FORCE REMAGEN,
16 March 1969 = 29 fpril 1969,

TTEM UNIT ~  QUANTITY

——— [ = [ e )
Machinegun SG=li3 (Russian) Each 2
Machinegun Mount (For SG-43) Each 1
122mm Rocket , Each 1
120mn Mortar Round Each 1
82mm Morbar Round Each 1225
82rm Morbar Fuzes Each 12
&0mm Mortar Round Each 237
60mm Morbvar Cartridges - Can 2
75mn Recoiless Rifle Round Each 86
Satchel Chargess Small Each 800
RPG=~2 (Bedi0) Launcher Fach 7
IPG2 (BuliC) Round Each 88
RPG=7 (B=4l) Launcher Bach - 1
RPG=7 (B=hil) Round Each 6
_NPG Dooster Each 25
ChiCom Hand Grenade Each 5L
" Antlwbank Mine Fach 10
Dangalore Torpedo Each L
--Gas Masky Russian BEach 300
.. IGas Masky NVA Each 1
—— - Tunkers Destroyed (3%x5tx?) Each 298

* Caves Discovered

. 8e No significant items of US origin were :captured b:,r frlendl.v fo’rce’s‘-: N

C) ADMUNISTRATIV ¢

- ae Logisticss: Deceouse the bridges behind TF Remagen were removed the operation

=ng o test of the ability to resupply, and keep an armored force operating witheub
... uge of ground lines of commnicationss The Drigade established a forward supe
port element (FSE) ab Vandergrift Combat Dase where supplies and repair paris were
assenbled for shipment by helicopter to TF Remagene Doth battalions maintained
corbatb trains with TF Dlemagen which congisted of tracked maintenance and resupply

vehicles, the majority of the mechanics and a portion of the battalion supply sece

tione At Vanderprift, with the FSE, the batbalions: maintained their.PIL. personnel
and most of the remainder of thelr S‘?,Eij;‘?ﬁsp

(a) AlL types of Class I were availsble at Vandersrift. Sundry packs were
issued on the basig of one (1) pack per 100 men every two (2) dayse The USMC Class:
I point issued onme (L) A~ration meal per daye Because of the difficuliy of distrie
buting A~rati jons were used shout 90% of the i

(b) Class III was available, except or some special items such ag OB=C
(hydraulic fluid) and LSA (lubricating oil, semi~fluid), in large containerse By

-anticipating requirements, sufficient quantities of packaged POL were crdered from

Brigade stocks to meet demands as they arose, Fiveslrmdred gallon rubber drums

were used to caryy 75,000 gallons of fuel to the mancuver elementse

"~ (¢) There was no dﬁfﬁl%yng&M i

Bl Ihe Drigade S-li and the
ang ammunition accountability

81T

Marine Logisﬁi(;ﬁ&{@l???‘?ﬁ@
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AVDLaC AN IEVIm L ) June 1969
SUBJECT: Combat Operation After Actlon Repo 3K FORCE REMAGEN,
16 March 1969 = 29 jpril 1969,

H ‘" (LI LR

&

transfer that endbled -bhe TF Demagen S-L to draw Class V qu:.ckly. 8pecialized
itens such as LOmm antiezircraft (duster), M79, claymores, and hand flares were
not available in large quantities but could be ordered through the LSU, None
emergency delivery was normally made one or two days after orderings The 105mm
battery fired 8,803 rounds and the 8lrm mortars fired 4,677 rounds during the
operations :

T e HH “ 'f!‘M' '

1T
|

[ H"H r!

(d) The USMC LSA scheduling system for hel:z.co*jtcr 10@15’016:.1 support caused
the greatest logistical problem, Helicopters were not dedicated to the support of
TF Remagen and the LSA scheduling system requires precise locations and times for
delivery the afternoon before the supplies are to be delivereds With all elements
maneuvering daily it was extremely difficult to comply with the LSA systems A
bebter resupply system would have been for the USMC to apply all helicopter suppord
to its priorities wntil TF Remagen was in a posgition to be resupplied; then cons
centrate on TF Remagen heeds until completed, With an average of 30 minutes per
round trip four (L) heavy Lift (CH—lﬂ) helicopters could have met TF Remagents
average dally resupply requirements in 1%s hourse In addition a Brigade UHel was
used daily for vetail distribution of the parts, mail and meals from the combat
trains areas to the userss

BN [ \‘M It

RRLEH HIH“J’W‘

(e) Orgenizational maintenance support was available from the combat trains
- and a contact team from D Company, 75th Support Dattalion was in the field dwring
most of the operation to provide direct supporte In addition, the Drigade provided
repair parts and direct. support maintenance for the 2d Troop, 7th ARVN Cave Vhile
operating under corbat conditidns, the maintenance teams performed all required
functions to include the pulling of power packs to adjust or replace theme

LRIV S EU TR R I

7 (£) Pollowing is a sumnayry of the logistical activities required to support
TF Remagene It must be remembered that all wesupply, ta include replacement parts
1ok 2 power packsy was accomplished by adx.

: CLASS T

3 Meals 93 pallets (55,662 meals)

= Sundry Packs 96

i . CLASS IIT

s Mogas 19,550 gallens

= Diesel 56,450 gallons

e CE 50 865 gallons

3 OE 30 980 gallons

- OE 10 | 320 gallons

- Drake fluid 15 gallons
GAL 110 gallons
LSA 56 gallons
Go90 90 gallons
Hydraulic £luid 7L galloay

mg MR [l“f” 1 \WM 1 LI
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SUBJECT: Corbatb Operation After. Actién ’teport OPera‘o:.on TASK FORCE REMAGEN,
16 March 1969 = 29 April 1969,

CLASS V
. 105m 8883 rounds
81m 4677 rounds
Lo2tt 2338 rounds
90mm tank 522 rounds
50 cal 59,200 rounds
7 $62mmn 174,800 rounds
5 o56mm 1443200 rounds
5 ,Zgg rounds
ot 1 d&umumﬂcﬂ%ﬂmﬁﬂ dcs 606
155m 104k, rounds
g rounds

PR it WWWVMWWWW% il

CLASS IX:

I'bems hsted below are items that were rep
rltems that were “pu]_led" and adgusted or repa;t.red 1n the f:.eld.

1P LT T RS20

Engine 3 3
“Transmission 2 2
Starter 1 1
Track 3 sets i 3 sets
Conp Tdler Arm 1l 1
R/Final Drive 2 2
Track 2 gets 2 mibs
Generator 1 1
Gomp Ioler A;rm 1 1
mor (1 - ll Q 2 l-élgﬁecr:h 12A:‘Qr-= Ap__)*  GRAND. TOTAL
M 131 /u 57741 u n;m:L / ¥ 5774L '
Engine 3 Engine 6 9 .
Track . 6 sets Track ) 7 sets 13 sets
Transmission 0 Transmission I L
Final Drdve 1 Final Drive 3 h o
M 10641 M 10641
Engine 1 Engine’ 1 2
o M 12581
Bngine A : 1
_’Iransm:.ssmn i 1

wdunles not reparded by %Bgﬁprﬂr;\m

to L7 Sharons . L’
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SUBJECT: Combat Operation After Action Report = Operation TASK FCRCE REMAGEN,
16 March 1969 « 29 fpril 1969 '

d, Administrations -

(1) Al personnel functions were handled by the Sl at the COP and by the PSNCO
gb-the base camps (L% Shaven for the 1st Bn, Glst Inf (M) and 12 Nancy far the lst
Bn, 77th Armor)s The UH«1H from the brigade aviabtion section was used to haul mail
end correspondence between the CP, the FSE ab Vandergrift and the base campse. :

(2) Replacements were flown into Khe Senh and persomel returned from Khe Sanh ;
for MR by means of the UH=1H helicopter. .

(3) Medicals

(a) Medical evacuation was requested through TF HOIEL at Vandergrift Combab
Dasees If the Mawines could not handle the Medvac then TF Remagen requested it
through the 1lst Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div (M). VWhen the request was mace through the
Drigade the Medvac was usually flown by the 237th Med Evac (fnb) located at B Come
pany, 75%h Support Battalion (The Drigadets organic suppordt batbtalion)s Several
patients were evacuated by the Drigadoty UH=1H helicopter that was working for TF
Reniagene e . b

(b) Doth bavtalions involved in TF Remagen had the normal forwerd aid station,

with the battalion surgeon, at the task force (P and the normal complement of medics

and medicel tracks with each maneuver wnit.

(¢) See Tab C (Medical Support) to Imelosure 12 (Logigtics) to Annex B (lst Bn,
Glst Inf (M) After Aetion Report) for move details on the medieal aspects of TF -
Remagens

(d) There woere 16 cases of malaria contracted by personnel serving with Task
Force Demagen (15 Faleip and 1 Vivax)e The cases occurred after the contacts with
tiac NVA and may have been transmitied from the enemy forces -

¢, Communicationse

(1) TF Remagen was required to operate in three (3) command nets and two (2)
adrministration and logistics netse The nets were as follows:

(2) Task Force Hotel Command Nete
(b) 1st Inf e, Sth Tnf Div (M) Comand Nets

(c) TF Demagen Command Nete
(@) 1st Inf Dde, 5th Inf Div (M) Ldmin Log Net.
() TF Remegen Admin Log Nete o

(2) In spite of the great distsrce and the rugged terrain, there were very few
commnications difficulticse .
(a) A retrensmissi ?&{mﬂa&‘,‘%@ %;_ﬁ +frsh Cates (XD927LhlL)s The
rotpamamission stabicp ena ﬁidvTF Relﬁ voL 8 tdormnuibate with Brigale in both
| T IAl o
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AVDLaC , PR Mles )y Fune 1969
SUBJECT: Combat Operation After Actlon Report = Operation TASK FORCE REMAGENy
16 March 1969 = 29 April 1969« : |

secure anc nonwsecure Y voice,

(b): During the course of the operation the lst Bn, 77th Armor discovered an
ASe2236/GRC directional anberma which had been abandoned near Khe Ssnhe This
antenna proved invaluable and allowed the task force to communicate divectly with
Brigade in both the secure and nonesccure FM modese BEven when functioning properly
the retransmisgion unit never provided as clear, relisble link between the Task
Force and Brigade as did the AS~2236/GRC, In the sccure mode the retranemission

- station was very difficult to understand while the .(1.8-2236/GRC provided a clear
signale . )

SRR R R I SR B R HH\“ e

(3) One commnications problem existed throughout the operations Task Force
Hotel uses the same frequency for both their secure and their none-secure FM voice
netse. On several occasions TF Nemagen had operaticnal or emergency traffic to pass
to TR Hotel, but TF Hotel was receiving or passing routine traffic on secure voice
and TF Remagen could not contact TF Hotels By using one frequency for secure and
ancther for nonmsecure FM voice the problem could have been eliminateds

1 ERLE

I H |l“l LTI

e (C) COMMANDER'S ANALYSISE

ae “For-forty-seven (47) days TF Remagen, an armor/rechforce, operated in the
= porbhwestern meuntains of South Vietnam along the Laobtian borders This armoresé -
- task force from the lst Bde, 5Sth Inf Div (M) had proved that such a force can
= . _operate in difficult terrain over extended distances without a ground line of
commnicationse For the first time an armor foxce ™ had operated 90 kilomcters from

ey

be In being able ‘o move south to Route 926 and nerth to LZ Alpine TF Remagen
demonstrated that the mojor enemy supply roubes into South Vietnam can be interdict-
ed by an armor/moch ’ task force, at a most vulnerable point, There are three
vouves that the enemy can use to easily transport a large volume of supplies from
Laoe into Quang Tri Provinee through the mountainse TF Remagen was able to getb
astride all three of thems

Ce In moving at will in difficult terrain from LZ Alpine to Route 926 along.
the Laotian border Task Force Nemagen has given the enéiy cause to be concermed
with respect to his XLOC tirw the neiphboring Iao areas The enemy's lines of
communications in Laos are vulnersble. An awmor task force, which is totally supe
plied by air, is not subject to being defeated because it lacks a ground LOSs

s ‘[

de TF Remagen was supported throughout the eperabtion by Sclfspropelled srtillry
operating in its mobilerole, The artillery (105,155 and 8 in) moved with the mane
cuver units and established firing positions whenever the maneuver unit established
its night locations « command post, This method of employment allowed the Task
Farce Commander ta use hisg -eamhaot powsr to ite fullesh extent in that maneuver

-

m WE\ WP L) e
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its base and relicd entirely upon helicopters to maintain its line of commmicationss
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!Wf L June 1969
SUDJECT: Combat After Letion Repert - Opemtion TLSK FORCE GEN,

16 March 1969 = 29 lpril 1969. .
units were not tied down by the requirement to secure fixed artillery, and the
artillery could move anywhere and at anytime that the maneuver units and the task

force comand post movede

, . : l4
ool Sl
AnnexesV L - After Action Lie JAMES M, GIBSON
" of the lst DBn,. 77th Lrmo CO0L, Infantry
JD = After fiction Report Commanding
of the lst Bn, G6lst Inf (M) '
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SURJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report

Commanding Officer

1st Infantry Brigade

Sth Infantry Division (Mech)
APO San Francisco 96477

1. Name and Type of Operation:
a, Nams: Operation Maine Craig, (OPORD 3«£9)
be Type: Reconnaissance in Force

2, Dates of Operation: 1512ff Mar 69 to 11233f Apr 69

3, location: Laotian border area locatéd generally northwest, southwest
and west of Khe Senh, Hay, Vietnam, 1:5¢,¢§% AMS Series L7#15, 6342 I,
Cam Lo, 6342 II, Thon Doc Kinh, 6342 III, Huong Hoa, 6342 IV, Hguon itso,
Operatimal orea bounded by coordinates XD76fi98 to 658518 then south alcng
the Laotian Border to coordinates XD82#i9¢ to XD76A98, south southeast .
zlong the XB Pon River to XDB13192, northeast to XDB8@R1P, to XDBBF39.

L, Command Headquarters - Task Force Remagen: 1st Battalion, 77th Armor
13&1; Infantry Brigade, Sth Infantry Division (Mechanized), APO San Francisco
96U T,

v

Ye Unit Commanders:

Commanding Officer, 1st Battalion, 77th Armors Liesutenant Colonel
Carmolo P, Milia, 06262,

Commanding Officer, C Company, lst Battalion, T7th Armor: Captain
Darrell N, Blalock, OF11754k from 151288 Mar 69 to 3112ff Mar 69, Coptain
Patrick L. Sullivan, @52Lh$2@, from 3112#¢ to present.

Commanding Officer, B Company, 1lst Battalion, 6lst Infantry (Mech):
Coptain David P, Porreca, OF116787,

Comnanding Officer, C Battery, lst Battalion, Lfth Artillary, (165 SP):
Captain Samael L, Cannon, §52L156,

DECLASSIFIED
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6, Tagk Organizations: Task Force ”Remag_en

¢/1=77 Armor (-) B/1-61 Inf (M) (=) TF Gontrol
, ¢/1-Lf Arty (105SP)
3/B/1-61 TNF (1) 3/0/ 177 sxmor Scts/1-T7 Armor

Mort/l=77 Armor
¢/1-Ll arty (~)
Plat/A—'?th Eng .
(Reinf)
2 Dozers/llth BEug
(B )

a, Task Force Remagen CP group and trains departed LZ Nancy at 167847
Mar 69, composed of headquarters elements, scout platoon and mortar platoon
of the 1st Battalion, 77th Armor, A1l elements closed Fire Base Calu,

(giLsh), at 161815 Mar 69..

be B Compary, lst Battalion, 61lst Infantry (Mech) joined the Task Force
Remagen colum on QL-1 just outside IZ Sharon, B Company closed FB Calu
with Task Force Remogen, '

co C Company, lst Battalion, 77th Apmor moved at 15ﬁ9,d<5 Mar 69 from
Con Thien, (YD115765) and closed Fire Base Calu at 15126# Mar 69, 0 Company
seoured FB Calu while awoiting the arrival of Task Force Remagen.

de A Company, 7Tth Engeneers (-) joined the Task Force Remagen <0.1Tn
ag it passed through the Quarg Tri Cowbat Base on 16 Mar 69 and clozed ¥3

Calu with the Task Force,

e, CBattery, lst Battalion, L&#th Artillery, (145 SP) joined Task feros
Remazen at Fire Base Caiu ab 151630 Mar 63, ‘

f. Field #rains of Task Force Remagen were dropped of f at Vendergrifh
Support Base as the Task Force passed through and set up operatians ah
that time, »

.. g. Ab 16163¢ Mar 69 Task Force Remagen had completed consolidation o
Tire Base Calu and became OPCON to Task Force Hotel at 1£1515 Har 69, Task
Force Hotel wos located at Vandergrifi Support Base, (3h854:.84)

he T Company, 24 Battalion, 9th Marines located at Fire Base Cates
(x09264hi3), and E Company, 24 Batbalion, 9th Marines located on hill 98¢
(xDR4LN56), were placed OPCON to Task Force Remagen by Task Forcs Fotel
wmbil such time os Task Force Remagen cleared their area along QL% vicinity

of Khe Sanh, (XD8LT331),

2, Army Aviation:

(1) Throughout the operation the Brigade Aviation Section furnished
ons UH~1H during daylight hours for reconnaissance, resupply, command <nd
conbrol and medical evacuatlon,

2
DECLASSIFIED
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(2) ©OaL fixed wing aircraft from the 22fth Recormaissance Airplane
Company, supplemented US Air Force Forword Air Contrellers and proevided
assistance in artillery adjustment ahd recennaissance for the Task Force,

(3) CHL7's from the 10lst Airmobile Division provided bulk air
resupply daily from Vandergriff Support Base. .

(4) Eight (8) Medevac's were' fiown by Army helicopters frém Camp
Fvans, Quang Tri Combat Base end Vandergrift Support Base, Five (5)
Medevoe's were flown by Brigade Aircraft,

b, USMC Aviationg

(1) Bulk resupply was also furnished by UIC Of L6 helicopters ahd
USMC CH-53 helicopters almost daily.

(2) Two (2) Medevac!s were flown by USMC helicopters located ab
Vandergriff Support Base and Quang Tri Combat Base.

¢y Over 1,250,000 pounds of supplies, on over 200 bullk supply T
missions were airlifted into Task Force Remagen during the operation,
(See Inclosure 9, Resupply STATISTICS) o

d, Tacticol Air Supports

‘ (1) During the operation only ome (1) air strike was requested
in elose support of ground forces; it was denied because of boad weather,

o (2) There were mine W"TPQ?S (z
and_ flown in addition to the nightly T'PQ's on enemy targets located in the
area, ) . N .

- (3) Throughout daylight hours of operation, Air Force Forward
Air Controllers from the 2@th Tactical Air Support Squadron, Tactical Air
Control Party, attached to the lst Brigade flew daily air cover over the
ground forcés, The Forward Air Controllers were used primarily for visual
reconnaissance.s Their assistance was invaluoble to the success of the
operation,

8, Intelligence:

a., FEnemy strength and dispositions in the area of operabions were
unknown prior to storting the operatiomm, Intelligence was almost a complete
void,

(radar controlled bombing) requested

b, Hghuy 926:

*4id indicate

TIntellig :t.jﬁgighw&& 926 entering RVN a.t“w;” o

;(Xb78¢¢23h) and running east to XD985299 was being used by support elements

of the NVA %o transport men and mnterials into South Vietnam by wheeled
vehicles, herial photos showed the road to be in good condi¥ion with signs
of heavy traffic, o S e e

c. Marine Infontry elements in the area stabed t.hat only sﬁorddié
DECLASSIFIED -
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contact haod been made during the week preceeding the operation, There had
been no vehicle traffic on Highway 926 the week prior to the operation,

de Maorine elements had found an enormeus rice cache vicinity XD
915229, Numerous weapons caches were found in the same general area

. indicating that Highway 926 had been used extensively as an NVA supply route,

e, Upon first entering the area around Khe.Sanh (XD862398) on 19
Mar 69, elements of the Task Force found only signs of the siege of Khe
Sanh (XD848417) a year ago. As the Task Force pushed on closer to the .
laotian Border, its lead elements passed through the Lang Vel Specilal Forces
Camp (XD79)43613. Four ' . PT 76 Tanks, all of which had been destroyed,
were found at the location along with an abundance of old munitions and
destroyed equipment of both NVA and friendly forces., No signs of recent
activity were apparent. Not until the lead elements reached the Xe Pon
River vieinity XD78@3LJ, on 20 March 1969, weve there any signs of recent
activity. At this point fresh foot prints in the river bottom indicated
possible platoon sized elements had been in the area within the last 2k
hours,. '

£, Aerial observers reported signs of recent activity all along the
Xe Pon River on the Lootian side of the border, Such signs as gardens,
corrals, and fish nets along the bank of the river were seen by the
lead elements of the Task Force. Throughout the period of 23 Mar 69
through 10 April 1969, elements of the Task Force spotted vehicle lights
almost nightly in the vicinity of the Co Roc Mountains (XDT4@317).

g, The first eremy activity of any significance occurred on 30 Mar 69
when elements of the task force were attacked on the South Vietnamese side
of the border and other elements found a large munitions cache, vicinlty
XD794255, On 31 March 1969 an airborne visual geconnaissance by the Task
Force S<3 turned up a fresh vehicle trail leading north from XD774235
(vic Highway 926) to xD772249, where it then headed northeast to XD755260
and disappesred in the heavy jungle, The area had been burned off and showed
fresh dust from the trail, An air observer later in the day spotied
numerous trails, bunkers, and signs of movement in the area, indicating
heavy recent activity.

h, Indications were that the longer the task force stayed in the area
the more likely the enemy would react, beginning with harassing actims
from across the border in Laos,

i, In the absence of a civilian population, and anticipating heavy
enemy contact, no 04 /PSYWAR operations were planned or conducted.
jo Terrain and weather. Terrain in the area of operations was of two
types: high stecp mountains and gently rolling plateau covered with
elephant grass, The high steep mountains were characterized by dense under-
growth and numerous mountain streams, The slapes of the mountains were
a challenge to tracked vehicles and exceeded 60 percent (60%) in many
cases. These mountains were located in the northern and eastern sections
of the area of operations. See Inclosure 1 (Area of Operatiocns), The platean
ran generally west from the Khe Sanh area and to the south along the Xe Pon
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area, Erosion has coused many gullies running from the mountains, west

into the Xe Pon River, Cover and concelament was good for dismounted troops
throughout the area and concealment for tracked vehicles was exceptionally
good aleng the Xe Pon River where the trees and surrounding vegetation
exceeded 1@ feet in height in most areas,

The weather for the period was extremely dry with no rain., Heat
inversion caused the visibility to be only fair during the period of 26
Mar 69 to 30 Mar 69, The reduced visibility was an asset because it
minimized the advantagze the enemy had from his CP's on the ILaotian bordey.
Temperatures ranged from the mid 9fts to 1{255 during the period, Throughout
the operation the weather in the pass east of Khe Sanh and running east
by northeast was characterized by low clouds and foz which ksted until
mid morning each day. This condition hindered any aircraft from entering the
area of operations prior to 1f@8 hours each day, Light conditions during
the period 15 Mer 69 to 11 Apr 69 renged between @ and 1f@% illumination,

9, Mission: Task Force Remagen was 10 conduct a reconnaissance in force
commencing 15@9@8 March 1969 on the Khe Sanh plateau. After accomplishing
this mission, the Task Force was ordered to turn south to cut Highway 926
and ‘to support the 3rd Marine Regiment in Operation Maine Craig. The
operation was conducted in three (3) phases.

2, Phase I, Open Highway 9 from Calu (YDﬁlﬂJ:éﬁ) ’ooKh;a Sénh (5861396). W

This phase was to commence at 17§6@¢ Mar 69,
b, Phose TT. Conduct a reconnaissance in force on the Khe Sanh Plateau.
ce Phase IIT, Conduct search and destroy operations in the AOQ from

Highway 926 in the south to an area north and northwest of the Khe Sanh
airfield,

10, Concept of the Operation:

a, Task Force Dumgwn's pdition of Operation ¥Maine Cralgh wes
an-. armoréd peconnaissance in force along the Laotian Border west of Khe
Sanh, Objectives were given initially for orientation purposes only and
once any sign of enemy activity waes evident, the Task Force was to orient on
the enemy, The task force moved south of Khe Sanh with two teams abreast,
cross reinforced, until highwoy 926 was reached, At that point, esch team
was given an area of operation with the mission to cut higlway 926 aad
conduct search and destroy operation in the area. (See Inclosure k.
Overlay issued with verbal order)

b, The return north to the Khe Sanh Plateau was accomplished by

movihig the teams by successive bounds until they were consolidated at Khe
Sanh,* They then eondueted .search and-dasbroy operatians yoith and north-
west of Khe Senbr, - .~ : Co

ce Task Force Remagen CP CGroup composed of headquarters element of
the 1st Bn, 77th Armor was relieved in place by headquarters elements of the

%
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1st Bn, 6lst Infantry (Mech) at Khe Sanh and returned to IZ Naney. The
two maneuver teams remained OPCON to the new Task Force Hgs. These elements
were relieved in place four days later afd returned to IZ Nancy.

v w!'w !f “r HH‘”

11, Execution: OPORD 3-69

a, Operations west of Khe Sanh as a part of fperation "™aine Craigh
were announced 15123@ Mar 69 by Headquarters, lst Bn, 77th frmor, The
Force received the name "Task Force Remagen! from lst Brigade, Sth Inf
Div (Mech) in rememberance of the lst Bn, 77th Armor's actions in the
Remagen Campaign of WW II. The consolidation of elements at Calu had
" already begun prior to the publishing of OPORD 3-69, All elements were
consolidated and Phase I commenced at 178608 Mar 69. :

|}Il\ f‘[ | 1‘\ ) I‘I ”INIV[H“ ! \"1\‘!\“‘ e ‘!“‘ 'EW

b, Phase I 1786@PH - 19133fH March 1969, The Battalion Scout
Platoon, engineers from A Co, 7th Engineers, bulldozers from 1lth Engineer
Bn, ond AVIB's of the 7th Eng began their movement up Houte 9 toward Khe
Sanh at. 1706@PH Mor 69, Progress was steady throughout the day. Bypasses
around destroyed bridges were constructed; the AVIB!'s were repeatedly
used to span washouts and bridge abutments, end the road was swept for mines,
This force reached Checkpoind Golf (See Inclosure 1, Area of Operations
for Checkpoint locations) at 172@15H Mar 69 and established a night defensive
position ot that location, * At 18@6fSH Mer 69, the scouts and engineers
resumed their operations westward, B Company, lst Bn, 6lst Inf (Mech)
simultaneously displaced from 1Z Calu, B-l-6L Inf reached CP Golf at 1075
and secured the high ground vie XD935h1f, At 153, Btry C, 1st Bn, Lfth
Artillery (105 SP) displaced from Calu to CP Golf to provide fire support
for the Task Force elements which now extended along Route @ from CP Hotel
cast to IZ Calu.The task force suffered its first casualties at 18173fH
when 2 soldier digging in on the B-1~61 perimeter actlvated an old US
"Bouncing Betty! type mine. One man was killed and nine others wounded,
By nightfall, the gcout, Platoon had crossed the last barrier to traffic
(CP Hotel) and spent the night on the Khe Sanh plateau, Their arrival on
the plateay marked the reopening of Houte 9 for armored traffic, A
prodigous amount of engineer effort had been required in the first 2 days.
Thirteen bypasses were constructed, The AVIB!'s had been launched and recover
ed six times, and enemy anti-tenk mines weve discovered and destroyed in two
locations along the route, C Company, lst Bn, 77th Amor began moving west
on Route 9 at 19¢BYPH Mar 69, The Task Force Cotmand Group and combat
trains followed Cele77 Armor, The march went withoub incident, and oll
task force elements had closed on the plateau within five hours, ILead
= elements of the task force reached Khe Sanh city by noon, where they were
o visited by LTG Stillwell, XXIV Corps Commander,

c. Phase II 20@9@@H Mar 69 - #3@825 Apr 69 (Frag Orders 13 to OPORD
3.69),Task iforce Remagen began strike operations south and west of Khe Sanh
on the morming of the 20th with 0-1=~77 Armor organized as an armor heavy team
E on the right and B-1l-61l Infantry organized as a mechanized infantry heavy
= team on the left. (See Incl 1 for team sones of advance and control
- measures)e

!‘ '[’HH‘ T ll w I ‘H‘ ‘!M'H}!" ‘HHI T ‘Fl'TWH N
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- Team C Crossed Phase Line White at 2@1#¢% and moved through the remmants

i of the abandoned Special Forces Camp at lang Vel, Bobh teams experienced
== considerable difficulity in movement becaure of terrain. No enemy contact .
, was made during the day. Team C found evidence of recent enemy movement

- by a platoon-sized unit Vie XD78¢31L1.. Team B established a night positicn
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at XDB31355, Team G at XD793351, and the Task Force Cmd Grp with C-1-Lf
Arty moved to XD83636L for the night, On 21 March, Team C was resupplied
by ground, and continued movement south aided by a bulldozer, Team B
moved south on its axis of advance. Both teams experienced extrexme
difficulity in movement, Team B took up o night position at XD8#5327 and
Team C at XD78f/375. Because of the problems with trafficabiliby, and
resupply needs of both teams; it was decided to move Team B into position
following Team C, Both teams were to continue in columm, on the western
axis of advance, On 22 March 1969, Team C, leading, encountered a deep
ravine at ¥D79@325. Teat C progressed only two kilometers on 22 Mar, while
Team B remained stationary and conducted dismounted patrols in the area,
Teanm C spont the night at XD798317, Tie task force ¢md gep and C=l-iff
Arty displaced to XD7973hLe. On 23 and 2l March, both teams continued to
move south, Terrain remained very difficult, but progress was steady.
Enemy trails and bunkers were found by both teams but no sign of recent
activity was evident.,

At 257L35H Mar 69, Team G took approximately thirty rounds of friendly
105 MM artillery rounds, and suffered six casualties, Team B also received
an unknown number of 105 MM rounds in their vieinity, bubt suffered no
casunlties, Two attoched Marine bulldozers were doamoged in the Team C area.

By 152f Team G had mode contact with Company A, lst Battalion, 3rd
Marines vicinity of Highway 926, and established a night position at
YD777236, Team B passed through Team C at 178# hours and spent the niglt
at XD8F7236, The Battalion L.2 in Mortar Platoon and the engineers displaced
to XDT799255 to support the teams, Team C placed an ambush atb the point
where Higlway 926 enters Soth Vietnam after crossing the ¥e Pon River,

This ambush engaged 3 to 5 enemy mowing through the ford site and the enemy
preturned fire. A search of the area the following merning revealed blood
treils, two 824 Mortar rounds were found at XD78f2L2.

From 26~29 March 1969, both teams conducted extensive search and destroy
operations; Team B operating around XD835226; Team C, with the Battalion '
Mortar Platoon attoched, based at XD796226, Approximately one hundred
square kilometers were searched with negative recults. Highway 926 wos
found t0 be a good dry highway for wheeled vehicles. Observation of the
Laotion side of the river revealed numerous huts, bunkers and trails, On
the night of 29 Mar, Team C moved its location to XD799255.

At 3P@720 Mar 69, Team B and the Battalion Mortar Platoon began moving
north. They were attacked at @836 vieinity XD778239 by an unlmown-sized
enemy force, One tank was damoged by an anti-tonk mine, and another was
struck by an RPG direct hit. Team B returned the fire and swept the area,
Three enemy bodies were found, Team B suffered three wounded in action,
Both damoged tonks were repaived in their field locations. Team G had
sent a tank platoon, preceeded by a mine sweep team, in reaction to Team

. Btg firefight, Following the minesweep team, the lead tank struck what

was estimated to be two Chinese Communist Plastic AT mines stacked one
top of the others The detonation blew sections of tank track BZ'ﬁ meters
from the vehicle, and left a crater seven feet in diameter by four feet
deep, While securing the damaged tank, and sweeping the area, Team c
discoverad o large enemy cache ot XD79¥255. The cache contained tle
following:

7
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- 82mm riertar rounds , 7 1120 w/fuses
60mn morbar kounds 218 w/fuses
75mn becoiless rifle rounds . 86
51 cal MG zeunds 3500
37Tmn pounds 20
T7.62m MG wornds - 1500
RPG boosters 25
ChiCom 1t MG : 1
AX L7 Ammsnition 3400
RPG ~ 2
ChiCom grenades 2
Mount, 51 Cal MG | 2
Gas Mask 300
Plastic Anti-Tank mine ' 1

*The cache was destroyedit

Team B passed through Team C and moved north to a night position at
XD765292, Team C secured the badly damaged tank. The following merming
(3106151 Mar 69) Team B took approximetely 18 rounds of 82mm Moitar,
resulting in one friendly KIA and 6 WIA, Counter-lmatbery fire £ooi

C-1-40 Arty was placed on the suspected source (XD768278 in laos) end

the enemy ceased fire at Pé5l, At @855 Team O took three rounds of 82mm
from_ the Laotisn side of the Piver, There were no casualties. LAt 1215'9
f£ifteen minubes after CPT Sullivan had taken command from CPT Blalock and
while attompbing to extract the mine damaged tank from the river Tads Toam
C came under mortar and RPG fire, A VTR from D fompany, 1~77 Armorytook

an RPG direct hit, detonating six ' IAW'g stored inside., One Kii, four
WIA, and total loss of the VIR resulted, Tsam G returned fire with tank
guns, suppressing the enemy fire, Because the task force couvld nob

enter Laos, enemy losses could not be determined, The damaged tenk vwas
stripped of all movable equipment and left with the destroyed VTR in

the river bed., Team C moved o the high ground at XD7842(3 feor the night,
after leaving an ambush in the vicinity of the downed vehlales. Tesm B
moved to XD787295, The Tssk Fores Commend Grouwp and C-1-10 Arty remained

at XDBF1336,

From 2-6 April, 1969, the task ferce was involved in extracting the
damaged vehicles and in relocating ite center of mass to XD82635L where
extensive maintensnce was performed, - Numsrous supply serities were flown
in bo the bask force in support of these maintenance regquircmenbs,

On 7 April 1969, the Task Force, minus Team B, moved t0 ¥D861397, Team
B moved Lo ¥D84B377, From 7-1l April, Team C conducted search and destroy
operabion in the area of XD832463, while Team B conducted operabions based

from XD848377s
On she night of 10 April 1969, C-1-40 Arty sedured by the battallion

' headquarters tank section and the scout platoon moved to XNB11369 and

conducted sn artillery raid. Targets consisted of Lf to 59 vehicle

8
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1ights vic XD7828F, vehicle lights at XD761328, XD772318, and grids
XD97#318, ADTTE3AP. The battery fived LIL9 HE, 95 WP, and 70 VI rounds.
There were L5 secondary explosions, including 6 large flashes, One large
fire was sharbed. oo S

From 2-10 April 1969 ranger teams "Killer 1t and vKiller 15" were inserted

" at XD781342, XD8P3338, XDB32362, and ¥DRLS3TT, but no contacts were made.

On 11 Spril 1969, the Cormand Group and trains of the lst Bn, 77th rmor
were relieved in place by elements of the 1st Battalion, 6lst Infantry,

The Task iforce was reinforced by Company A, 1st Battalion, 77th Armor, and
Gompany A, 1st Battalion, 6lst Infantry, The Comman? Group and suppart
elements of lst Battalion, 77th .rmor departed the Khe Sanh area at 111358

Apr 69 and closed IZ Nancy ab 1120300 apr 69,

12, Results:
as, Casnalties:
(1) Enemy Kih: 3 confirmed
(2) Probable Enemy KIA: 250
(3) Enemy Wii: 2 confirmed

(4) Canse:
a, Ground Fire KIL
Ground Pire WIh
be IBalIR
WBAIR
Se LB Arty
- WB Lrty

(250 probable )

(5) Enemy capbured
(6) Priendly KIA

o HpERooHwW

)
=

(7) Friendly WIA
(8) Friendly non-hostile killed 1
(9) Friendly non~hostile wounded 1
be Captured or destroyed enemy equipment positions
(1) inti~tank mines destroyed 3
(2) Bunkers destroyed 15
(3) Wew fishing baskets destroyed 8
(4) Mortar position destroyed 1l
E
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(5) TNT (Polish) destroyed 31 lbs

evacuated 60 lbs

D

(6) Grass huts destroyed 12 o

(7) Bomm mortar rounds destroyed 1129 -

(8) 60 mm Mortar rounds destroyed 218

(9) 75mm wecoiless pifles rounds 86

(10) ,51 ¢al rounds destroyed 3700 /
(A1) 37 m rownds destroyed 20 "

(12) 7.62 rm MG rounds - 1700

(13) RPG boosters destroyed 25

(1) ChiCom light MG, evacuated 1

(15) 7.62 AK-LT younds destroyed 13600

(16) RPG~2 rounds destroyed 2

\‘IW l!‘ T ‘\ lhﬂw‘\ e W MH i H \‘ e H Fmry H‘ [ ‘\‘IW‘ g 1‘HPHH 1\‘\\ 1 HUW!IHWWE"“ H!V‘I!‘ iy H‘H‘ﬂ“‘ !}!‘H e \“[ T \HH“ T" ‘\I\! N”T 1 ”\ 17 I"E?“‘ ey

(17) ChiCom frag grenades 2

(18) Mount, 51 Cal MG, destroyed 1
(19) Gas Mask, Russian, destreyed 300

ce C Battery 1st Bn, LOth Arty (105 SP) fired 340 missions and expended
11,593 rounds during he operation. Resulis wers: - o

UERRTICES NI T TR

EN KBARTY : 0  Probabls 200 4

EN WBARTY 1 R

Secoridery explosions L5 B I
S Fires 2 '

13, Administrative Matters:

‘”HH‘! ‘ HM IM 1

2., Supply

(1) Because the bridges behind TF Remazen were removed, all
= resupply was by helicopter. The S-L set up a forward supply area (FSA)
at Vandergrift, and the D Company Commander moved forward with the g¢ommand

_ (2) Most resupply items were drawn from the USMC at Vandergrift;
the asrial loads were prepared and staged at the Logistics Staging Area
(LSA) there. With the S«l were the support platoon leader, the transport

10
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of ficer, six truck drivers, a PLL clerk, a mzintenance representative
from both HHC & D companies, three 5-Ton trucks, and a complste welding
canability that was air transiortable. ALlso located at Vandergrift was a
mess team for each comoany/ba;tery with the CGp, The D Company (omnander
had 3 ¥5LS POL carriers, 1 MoL8 ammmition carrier and crews., He received
most of the supplies and distributed them to The users. In retrospect,
the transportation officer could have been used mere profitshly forward
with the combat trains, The D Company lommander could have then become
the logistics operator at the CGp.

(3) A1l types of Class T were available at Vander:rift. Sundry
packs were iss ed on the basis of 1 pack per 100 men every 2 days. The
USMC Cla s I point issued 1 A-rotion meel per day. Bub becauss of the
difficulty of distributing A-rations, C-rations were used aboub
90% of the time. C rabtions were adequate.

(LY Class IIT was available except for some special items such
as OH~C (cherry juice) and ISA (lubricating,oil, semi~fluid) in large
containers, By anticipating requ'rements, sufficient quantities of

packaged POL were ordered from brigade stocls to meet demands as they arose.

Fivewhundred gailon rubber drums were used 4o carry over 10,000 gallons
of fuel 0 the maveuver elemenis, Sse Inglosure 9 for a de'tailed listing
of Class IIT consamptlom

(5) There was no difficulty in drawing ammuaition, The Brigade
Sl and the larine Togisties Suppord Unit (LSU) fommandexr arrenged an
armunition accountability transfer that enabled the TF Remagen S~ to
draw Class V quiniiy., Specialized items such as LOmm anti-aircraft
(duster), M79, ciaymores, and hand flares were not available in large
quantities but could be orderad through the LSU, Delivery was made 1-2

days after ordering, The 105mm battery fired over 7,000 rounds and the 8lmm

mortass firved approximately l,000 rounds during the first 3 wecks of the
operztion, Inelssure 9 gives a detailed breakout of Class V expendibures,

(6) Culvert material was availabls from the 1lth Sngineers, USMC.
The ISU had a limited amount of concertina, barbed wire, and engineer
st.a.kes, al 'H"O'Lgh the TF used only quant:.tles carrled on its vehlclesg

(,) The lack of responsize heli oop’ser support at the exact time

TF Remagen nesded it caused the greatest logistics problem, US Army helie
copters (CH-47s) allocated to the USHC to support TF Remagen were applied
against USHMC priorities when the choppers reached Vandergrift, The L3A
scheduling system requires precise locations and times, With all units
meneuvering, it was exceedingly difficult to comply with the ISAl!s
system. 4 bebtber resupply system would keve been for the USMO to apply
all helicopiter suppexst to ite prfom‘b*es vntil TP Remsgan was in a position
to be resupplied; then concentrate on TF Remazen nee s until complsted,
With an average of 30 minutes per round tr:p, )4 he.u.coptevs could have met
TF Remsgen's averagze daily resupply requll enents in 1‘3 hours, Overall,
TF Remzgen meneuver elements received ivom Vendewgrift over 200 an“i'ﬂ_
1ifts, representing over i million poun ds, plus an addl ional 50,00 nounds
of hot meals, mail, and spare parts flown In oz the brigade Uh-l, “A UH-L

11
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was a daily necess:.tyforre’oalldistrloutlan of parts, mail, and meals from
the combab trains area to the users, :

(8) The altitude and temperatures in the Khe Sanh area reduced
the lifting capability of the helicopters. £ CH-46 would lift only 2,000
pounds .o, CH-53 7,2005 a CH-47 9,000 and a 0H~5L (Sky Crane) 20,000, Lifts
from the ISA averaged 6,000 poundse :

(9) A minor problem with air support.was the mixed.raedio conw
figuration of USMC.aireraft. 431 the CH-Ubs had an old series radio that
would go only to 51,9 me; some of the CH-53s had the same type radio while
obler CH-S3s bed 2 newer series radlo that would net with any frequency IF
Remagen. nsed. Consequently, & low-band frequency was used for aiy deliveries

‘eimoe. bhe air controller didn't know which {H~53 had which type radio,

b Maintenance,

Second echelon maintenance support was available fyom the combat
tyainsAcontact team from D Compeny, 75th Support Battalion was in the field
during most of the operation., Whils operating under cambat conditions, the
maintenance teams performed all required functions to include pulling
16 power packs, Inclosure 9 lists specific Class IX activities, A1l

vehicles moved from the fisld under their own power,

¢, Commnications.

(1) In spite of great distances and rugged terrain, there were
very few comiaunications difficulities, a retrans capability on the logistics
net solved the major communications problem. An AM voice backup was most

(2) Failure rate of radios was low, The turnover of inoperative
for operative racdiocs with DSU was fast, normally 2-3 days.

d. Persernel and Services.

(1) Mail and all required rcizc;;r’esporrlidieiﬁc;a came in daily by
UH~1 from the battalion basecamp., 41l personnel funcbions conbinued with
the S-1 at the CCp and the PSNCO at the basecamp.,

(2) The troops received ample beer and soda, A4 truck brought
Class VI to Vandergrift for airlifting to the CGp and the maneuver elements,
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’12;. COMMANDER'S ANA_;!Q 7 ‘

-

The initial objective and challenge presénted to Task Force Remagen

was "Get to Khe Sanh", This mission was the major factor which determined
the task Fforce organization and the equipment Which hac¢ to be taken,
ierial reconnaissance of the 17 kilimeters f#¥om Jaln o Khe Senh

City convinced us that a major engineering effort wo'ld be reguired,

In spite of the effort expended to improve the road, we insisted that

- only track laying vehicles constituté Task Force Rmﬁ»:wem Wheeld of any

type were forbidden, The task force consisted of 86 tracked laying vehicles
including tanks s armored personnel cartiers, 105 MM SP artillery howiizers,
M5L8 cargo carriers, armored vehicle launched bridges, combat engineer
vehicles, armored mortar carriers, bulldozers, armd MB88 tracked recovery -
vehicier. Whils wheeled vehicles may hdve simplified the control and
logistic challenge, the terrain was such that they never could have made

the trek. In retrospect, every type tracked vehicle served its intended
purpose and we could not have succeeded withoubt it.

The mission was a natural for an armored task force. The scouts
reconnoitered; mech infantry moved rapidly to secure the high ground;
armored engineers pioneered a road; armored artillery and morbars provided
continuous fire protection, When the preliminary work was completed, bths
tanks bthrust deep imbo the Khe Sanh plateaun reaching the Laotian border
one day after crossing the ID at Calu,

Intelligence of the area of operations was non-existent, The friendiy
minefields emplaced for the protection of the old besieged Khe Sanh
perimefor and the Lang Vel Special Forces ¢ap posed a constant threat.
Mizefield plots were not availsble; some minefield assistance was provided
by two veterans of the Khe Sanh sieze who drew a rough trace on the situation
map, An even more dangerous threat was to be presented by the abundance

of air force and artillery duds that lay on the plateau. The need to move
gingerly and to detonate the threatening duds tended to slow progress

the first wsek of the operation,

After reaching Khe Sanh, the task force was given a new mission - to turm
soutward in order tc cub Higlway 926 which was an enemy rcad leading

from the Leotian border, Two factors were to have a heavy bearing on our
modus operandli after the task force reached the plateau., These factors
concerned the Co Roc and the existence of a purported north-south read’on the
RVN side of the border.

The Co Roc, an everwhelming ridze of mountains which completely dominated
the intended axis of advance, The Co Roc lies in Laos, parallel to the

‘border and the Xe Pon River, Frrom this ridge of roek, the enemy could

observe our every move., BEnemy possession of this critical terrain demanded
that the task force move continuously before enemy direct and indirect fire
coudd be brovsht 4o bear on us.

The second factor was an intelligence report which indicated that a good
north-south road existed along our intended route of advance, If true, the
existence of such a road wo 1d materially assist our progress and allow the
Jleading tank heavy team to cub eastewest Higlway 926 in a few hours, As it
developed, the reported hizhway did not exist, The search for this road com-
mitted the tank team to blaze a trail within a few hundred meters of the

3
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Ieotian border and the Co Roe, Thé new pioneer road thus made vulnerabls
the entire task force as ity displaced southward, If the road had been built
further to the east, the task force would have been less vulner ab"e to enemy
disposition on the Go Roc,

It would have been desireable if Task Force Remagen couid have simply kept
going west into Igws or south and east back to the Au Shau Valley or Hoe,
Political considerations prevented the first option while a Impenvirable
mowntain blocked any serious thought of the latésr., Accordingly, vs knew
that we had to withdraw over the zame route on which we advanced., The enemy
knew this, which gave him an advantage. He could let us advanced in She full
knowledge that sooner or later, Task Force Remagen would have to rm the Xe
Pon gauntlet again,

In spite of the rather small enemy contacts made during the opprah on, T
believe significant damege was dome to the ensmy., 1 congervatlve Ly estma’oe
bhat over 200 enemy were killed on the side of the border, The bulk of
these were killed by tank and self-propelled ertilléry fire especially dur-
ing the successful artillery raid on the night of 10-11 Apr when LE secon-
dary explosions were observed from the OP at the old Lang Vel Special Forces
Camp. In addition to this, I believe there wara thrae other resuitss

Lo The western flank of the 3rd Marine Regiment was secure so thab they
could devote their attention to the profitable "Maine Craigh operation,

2., The enemy has learned that fast moving, armor protected formations
can close on Khe Sanh in a few hours. Realizing this, the enemy will
be reluctant to use this area for the massing of troops and supplics,

3. It proved that a conventional armor mnit could be employed deep
in enemy territory for an indefinite perlod of time without any ground LOC

and supported onlJ by helicopter resunplv,

15. Recommendations:

That the concepts of operating armored formations independent of a
‘ground line of communications be more thoroughly studied by Army develop-
mental agencies with a miww to maicing appropriate changes to TO&E, ATPis,
ATT!'s and other doctrinal documents.,

é,,{, Il

F Incl : CARMELO P MILIA
1. Area of Operations LTC, AI‘I‘HOI'
Overprint Commanding

Ja, OPORD 3-89

J3e Fragorder 1 to OPORD 3-69
/h. Overlay issuved with verbal

order on 26 Mar 69
/5e TFragorder 2 to OPORD 3=69
/6. Fragorder 3 to OPORD 3-69
/7« Fragorder b to OPORD 369
/ Fragorder 5 to OPORD 3-~69

e
9« Resupply and Haintenance statistics

1
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IASS TFICAT ION

‘wmm: 4/7’_//%‘

- Copy___eof _ Copies
= : s 1-77 Armor
L . - IZ Nanecy
whiishg3
R . 315123@ H March 1969
OP®RD 3-69 (U)

Tagk Organization:

¢/1=77 Armor ’ B/1=61 Inf TF Control

) - -—--3couts
Heavy Mortar Plt
2-Dogzers/1lth Eng
2-Squads/A=-Tth Bng

2-AVIB/A-Tth Eng

1, SITUATION.

-y Enemy fo'fceéé " Current INTSUM,

SRt !yl”!f TP Ry ;\ e \|1'll"!“‘ T ‘W i T TN
‘
|
i
|
i
\
|

b, Frlendly forces- Current OPORD,

Ce A“lllery G—;ho Arty (100 MAi idC) DS' e

to Xhe Sanh and conduc’c.s stra_ke operat ions in v:.c Khe Sarh,

3. EXECUTION.

co e Ground Surveillance (- )

5, - MISSION, TF 1-7'7 ( ) secures enginéeraiconstructlon on QL-9 from Calu R

LEIE U XV )

a tactical motor march from IZ Nancy to vic Calu (YD@15L65); security of

ﬁPﬂ“ﬂ’m \W!WEHUH?\ [y wwv

(=) closes mto Ca.Lu.“

c; couts (~): First in order o" marcho

H T oy

"d.. HHC Tank Section- 2nd in orde; of march. gt
— e;‘ Grd Su.rv (=)s 3rd in order of mrch. N
"'f. Heavy Morfar Pla't' h'th m nrder fo’} ch. R
g. DC= (- )‘ Sth in order oi' march, | :1 B S

h. B/1-61 “6th in order of march

O )-— /,OE/(/7'//’9L

DECLASSIFIED

poe 4

- a. Conc-]_?o ‘of Operabions (1).‘ Maneuver: This operation to consist of

stgineer construction on QL~9 from Calu “(YDF15L65) to Khe Sanh (YDBhBhlB-

= Strike operations west of Khe Samh,
e - (2), Fires: On call o
= b G/1-77: Security of Calu (YDthShéS)?from 151208 H Mar 69 until TF 177



DECLASSIFIED
~ A :j-' g P - -
CON F O 7 1/5L-

1. 2-Squads/7th Eng: Jast in order or march,

4. Coordinating Imstructions: B/1-61 will join march column at the
intersection of QI~1 and Sharon .road as march serial nasres the intersection,
AT kng (=) will join the march serial at QI~1 and Ited Devil road,

k. SP 12 Nancy at 16880 H March 1969,

L. ADMTNISTRATION AND LOGISTICS, a. ASR: Basic load every two days,

b, Class I, III and V availsble from Vanderghift., Vehicle evac-
untion 1o Varderghift,

¢. Daily road convoy from Vanderghift to ked Devil. Coordinate for
personnel and track vehicle movement thru S-s.

5. COMMAND AND SIGNAL,

a. Signal: Currept SOT in offect; IF 1-77 Armor (-) enter TF Hotel opms
rx;st, én closing Vanderghift; Call Sign: WHITE FISH; Freq: (P) L6.75 (A)
10.10,

b. Commid: No charge.

Acknowledpe:

MIT.IA
. Annex A-Rioute Overlay 170

Distribution: Special

OFFICTIAT,:

e
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T OIRADSIAW
§=3

DOWNCGLADED AT 3 YAl INPERVALS
DECTASSTIIED AFTRR 12 YDARS
nob DIt 200,10
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S ONI=I DELTTEE o

CLASSIFICATION

T 1] \E]\}

Copy____of Copies

= - . TF REMAGEN (I~77 Armor)
_ T s o FB Calu

- YDG15Lh5

= e T T 18 ‘9295 H March 1969

E - - T DMel

_ YRAG ORTER 1 to OPCRD 3-69

; Task Organization:

_  Tem3B Team G  TF Gombrol

= B/1-61 (=1 Plat) - C/1-77 (=1 Plat) Scoubs

o 2/0/1-77 3/ B/1-61 Heavy Mortar Platoon
e Gd Survl .
e /177 (=)
TR e = 0e1-40 Arty

-Sec/C=1=hls Arty
~7th Eng (-)

i “\v‘ lgw“\u P ¥ g

1, SITUATION,
a. Friendly forces: No Charze.

b, Enemy forces: No Change. )
— A’otachments and Detachments. Task Organlzatlon,

2, MISSICX\}W TF Remagen conducts strlke operatlons west and south of Khe Sanh.

3" EXECUTTION, a. Goncept of Operation: (1), Manewer: TF Remagen attacks

“ith two teams abreast; .Team "C' on the north; Team "B on the south to seize

ard clear objectives REMACGEN, SABCT and RIFIE,
- (2), TFires: FPriority of f.:.res to Team "CH

=
—_—
==
==

b, Team B

Ce

T4, Set Flatoon: TF Heserve; FoTion Tean C; frovide seeurity for TF HQ's
a'b RON pos ition,

e;, h 2 Mortar Platoon: GS; priority of f‘zres to Team B.

C 1-L;O Arty: DS; prlorlty of

o -é’;;;“c.l-hh (=) Arty: follow CMD GFf pF

[‘M“}h(”! (KKK ”mwwnwm I A.WU\ \l‘“h W’”” 7

he A/Tth B (5)r

L. 0d Survls provide seowrity gt RON pos.

Jo  D/1-T7 (-)=; - )
GI.ASSIF‘ICATION

CO /f//~ oy= //7‘//‘?

I \‘\\‘l‘{w‘m{ IR W

pee 3

DEéLASSIﬁED
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C 0 4/ /" S A T gL

msschTloN

ke Coordlnatmg Insbrictions: (1). SP from pres loc 19¢8,€5ﬁ H March 1969.

(2) Or der of merch: c/1-77; Cmd Gp, D/1-7/ {«) Route: Milia road

66, 67, 13, L9, 12, 31, 16, 32, D56, 15,

‘\ I ‘W‘

— (L9
. (3) Cmd Gp order of marchs
65 and CEV,

l, ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS: No change.

FIFT WI\‘!H\ 1l}‘”l" ‘w T‘ nn ”‘"U T

£, COMMAND AND SICMAL:
a, Sigml: No change.v

1‘@1[!WW\

b, Gormngmd Cmd Gp follows Tea.m C ml’oa_ally.

Acknow]s dge s

Wy M“[ll e

MILIA

Distribution: Special

Annex
]A-Operati ons Overlay
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OFFICIAL:
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— DECTASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
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‘Copy of Oop:.es
TF Remagen (1~77 Armor)
~_Tanz Pe Rang, SVN
__ @3825 H April 1969
]V{as'-al

|3 “

Frag Order 2 ’oo OPCRD 3-69

Reference: Map, Vletnam, 1 SOOOO sheets 63142 II 63)42 III

1, Team B:. Move NLT ¢3163¢ H April to viec XDB23353 and conduet dismounted
S/D operations in AO.

2, Team C: Comduct S/D eperations in'A0. Maintain a reaction force for
immediate reinforeement of Ranger Team. Recon a route from present location
to QL=9 for rapid reinforcement of Ranger Team, :

3. C-1-4O Arty: DS; Priority of fires to Ranger Team,

3 . Scouss: Insert Ranger Team into team AO NIT #3126 H April 69,
- 5. Mor’bars. DS; Pr:.orrby of fires to R'mger Team.
= 6. G-1-bk Arty (¢ Provide local security for TF Remagen GPs S
2 Acknowledge,
. PICKARTS
= 00
- Distribution: Special
% xAnnexes: A-Operations Overlay
= OFFICIAL, |
: ) ya
- pradds. |
BRADSHAW
Se3
3 DOWNCRADED AT 3 WEAR TFERVALS - -
3 DECIASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
DOD DIR 5200,10
: CIASSIFICATION - N
CON =105 7*//%
: I,ULL@
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opy___ of Copies

T Hemagen (1-77 Armor)
' B Teng Con, RVN

- . o ADN25356 ,
51925 H April 1969
2-~E3F

T 'J‘ml\ﬁ P

FRAG ORTER 3 to OPCRD 3-69 (U) i
Reference: Map, Vietnam, 1:50000, Sheets 6342 IT and 63L2 III
Task Organization:

Team B " Peam C TF Control

B/1-61 Inf (-1 P1i) ¢/1-77 Armor (-1 Plt) C-1-40 Arty
2/C/1-77 frmor 3/B/1-61 Inf C-l-l)y arty (=)
‘ h,2 Morter Platoon Scout Platoon
) SRR S A : . Af1Em (=)
- _ " D/1-77 Armor (~)

1 (C) SITUATION,
- a, Friendly forces: No changes
b. Enemy forces: No charge, :
¢, Abtachments and detachments: Task Organization,

2 (C) MISSION, TF Remagen moves from present locabtion and conducts gearch and
destroy operations in AO vicinlty Kie Sazb, '

3 (C) EXECUT ION, , - :
- _a. Concept of Operation: (1)  Mansuver: This operation to be conducted
-~ in two parts: Tactical march frem present location to'vie ¥D8613953 Search and
~destroy operabions northwest of "Kne Sanh airfield area,

: Priority of fires initially to Team C. .

b, ' Team B:

Move on orders Jaghin order of march; provide covering fires

P ~For TF move 1o new locations oceupy nww pisition vie xD8L#38¢,

; "¢, Team C: Move on order 2nd in order of margh;’ occupy position vic
P XDB6@398; ke prepared to counterattack o the west on QI~9 and to northwest

k- foward Khe Sanh airfield;: provide -dismount=d OP. vic. XD8l5393, N
;5“; TLonug, Scouts: 1st in order of : oy g wrovide quertering party security
during march,. ) . Gyt
k— ‘e, lo2 Mortsar Flatoon: "G5S atbhohed ,t-owil‘éa,m- B for security and move to
new locatlons s e - -l oo T :
- £. ©/1-L0 Arty: Move on order; fourth in order of marchj provide

covering fire for move of team B, -

g, G/1-l Arty (=): Move with Command Groups provide local security
for Cmd Gp at new loc, R

| CIASSIFICATION
" el | CONF D ERTIIFE

DECLASSIFIED
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DECLASSIFIED

he A/T Eng ( )+ Move with scouts and qutﬂrtering party; provide mine
sweep a.nd dozer work as needed zlong foute and in new loc.

.'l. Coordlnatlng Tnstructions:

(1) Order of march: Scouts with quartering party and AST Brg (=)3
Team Cj; Cmd Gp; G/1=-h0 Arty; Team B with 4,2 Mortars. .

(2) Scouts SP time: ¢7¢73¢ H April 693 All other elements move
on order, ‘

(3) All elements will throughly polme area: burn and bury refuse,
(L). A/? Eng (=) AVIB 1auncher attached to Team B for move, i
4,(U) ADMINISTRATION end LOGISTICS. No change. ‘
5.(C) COMMAND and SIGNA.L;
ae. Signal: Currertt SOT.

b, Command: No change

Ac}mowledge :
Annexes: FIGKARTS
A-Operatlons Overlay FH

. BeFire Support Plan
‘ _Q-Suspected Mine Pields

Distribution: Special

FFICIAL:

5-3

DOMNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INIERVALS

TECIASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS .
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Copy __of  Copies
_TF Remagen (1=77 Armor)

— R Xt *Qéé

:_ w;z,g) H April 1969
FRAG ORDER L to OFRD 3-69 (U)

1.(C) STTUATTON,

: a., TFriendly forces: No cha:;;gé-o

b. Ememy forces: No changes

2,{(C) MISSION. TF Remagen continves S/D operations in AD with partiecular
interest to area enclosed by XD79f3p, XD82@li3f, XDB2Al@Y and XD7PLEH and an
area of reported truck movement vic XD789419..

3,(Cc} EXECUT ION,

8e Concépt of Operation:

(1) Maneuvér: TF Remgen conducts S/D onerations in A0 with two
teams cross reinforced. '

in )‘i‘,l@l-‘ to Team B.

i A (2) Flres- Prlorlty of firas

TR

\5*-1 tiems in AO be :mm.ng 8 9}?5¢H

b, Team B: Confiuct detai MG 3:0 ope
Apr:.l 69, Récon team CARPET loc in /D7S#i3p. XUCpgL3g, XD78 h1¢, Xo8gaid,
frsq. ’480 ¢ .
2 ¢, Team C: Corduct route =& alone voute 6;58 and S/D operatit)ns in
S A0. Breach suspected friendly minefisld wic XD623LL8 commencing PO@8AF H Aprl 1
E 69o c 7
d. h.2 Mortar Plt: GS; move from present loc to TF Remagen command
B post on order.
g, Scouts: Provide local CV securlity,
- £. AJ/7TEng (-): GS; attech oac squsd o Yeem Co

[

go C=1-40 Arty: GS; priopity o fires to Tsen Bo o o, )

h. C-1-LlL Arty (-): Provide C-,i—‘ sesar 6.

= i, Coordmat ing I‘tls'brmtl s ‘All personnel should be especially .

- careful in this area because of umexploded ordenance, both friendly and enemy
E and unrecorded friendly anti-tank and anhti personnel mines,

= Iy, (U) ADMINTSTRATION and LOGISTICS, No change.

T CIASSIFICATION

e, . C—(j,’z/f- /p{f“/ﬂT/ &

Iwnel 7
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© SOV SLELTC @

CIASSIT

5.(U) COMIAND And STGMAL,
a., Sipgnal: No change,
b, Command: CP remains present location,

Acknowledpe s

PICKARTS
ITC
Anmexes
A=~Operations Overlay
Disbtribution: Special
OFFICTATL:
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I ADNSHAW
5-3
DOVHGRADED AT 3 YEAR TNTERVAIS
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Do DI 5200,10
CLASSIFICATION
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s Lo L. . Copy of Gopies
' TF Remagen (1=77 Armor)
Khe Sarh, RVN

X,D8613,97
19@8L5 H April 159
| A KO-l
FRAG CRDER 5 to OPRD 369 (U)
Task Organizationt
Peamm 1 ‘ Team 2 TF Control
B/1-61 Tnf - C-1~77 Ammor Cmd Gp :
Scout Plat . C=l-lly Arty (=) D»1=77 Armor (=)
4,2 Mortar Plat CEV .
A=T Erg (~)

HAC Tk Sec (-)
1 (C),  STTUATION,

as Friexdly forces: No change,
--be Eremy forces: No changes
c, Attachments and detachments: Task organizations task organication

effectlve 110608 H April 1969.

2 (C), MISSION, Task Force Remagen con'bmues Search arxd Destroy operations in
A0z conducts relief in place by TF 1-61 Inf (M).

37(C). EXEGUTION.

B Conce t of OPeratlon-

* (1) Manewver: This operation to be a relief in olace by TF 1-61

: Inf (M) J_nthree increments, '
- (2) Flres' Prlorlty of fJ.res to team 1 effective 11063[5 H April 69.

B P Ledwl PR TR S O e LT

' b. Team 1: Scoubs, A-? Eng (- ), AV_T_B w/bridge, HHC tank section (-)
Hq 66) and L.2 Mortar platoon departs present location 11#63@ H April 69 to clear
QL~9 to CP G; B/1-61 moves to CP G on order; team 1 completes move to FB Calu,
Rockp:.]e Red Dev11 and L7 Nancy on order. -

Ce Team 2: Depart present 1ocat:1.on on order for Galu, Rockp:.le, Red
Dev:v.l and 17 Nancy on order. .

d. Task Force Headquarters and D/l-?? ( ) depart present locst ion on
urder .'Eor 17 Nancy. KL

B Mdmw - A Wy fpp—

CLASSJ:FIGATION 90
o e CON, 1’
DGATI\I}RAIED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS, 0 TOE /y 4
. IECIASSIF IED AFTER 12 YEARS -
DOD DIR 5200,10
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A L |  COMFIOENT 1/t

e © - CIASSTF ICATION

- e (1) Report crossing GP'S. ) ‘
- " (2) Last vehicle in each team/march element will dlsplay a colored
- flag/streamer for ident ification,

3 (3) Task organization eff 11¢6¢¢ H Aprll 1969. : -
* ,hv (U) ADMINISI'RATION AND LOGISTICS

S s Mam‘cena.me halts will be conducted vic FB Calu. =
: ' b. All veh:.cles refueled prior to departure from present location,

B (,c,). COMMAND AND SIGNAL -

a. Slgnal' No change. . '
“ Command: CP remains presert 1oca’oion, moves .on order 5 Jump CP moves

'behmd ‘tea_m 1 to CP G.

Acknowle dge. . -

& . Annexes T ’ TMILIA
' A=Check 13o:t.n‘os (Cam Lo Route) ITC

- B~Check Points (Ba Long Rou‘te) '
= - C-Fire Support” Plan B

3 Distribution: - Smcial
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HAWK - m895h¢5
H ~ xpo1hah
@ - XD921419

F = XD925h21

E - XD943h23

D - XD97643L

C - gc{g;%ihhy

B - 2
i

A « XD@@oL52

1 - XD995482
2 - XD981543
3 - YD@26561
L} - ¥DIL5589
5« D24 967
6 = ID33¢519
T - YDL224T77
8 - L6gLg2
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" ANNEX A (CHECK POINIS) TO FRAG ORDER g 20 oéaw 3-69

CLASSIF ICATION
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~ ANNEX B (CHECK POINTS FCR BA LONG ROUTE) to.FRAG (RDER 5 to OPCRD 3=69 (On

SIS ‘war‘,” r

-F

Ty

v

BT e

C T

Order Only)

VY - YDE33hL9
Ww - YD112LL9
XX - m158h¢6
¥Y - YD26hL;39
77 - 311481

CC = YDthLLBLL'

DD - YD372L96
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CLASSIFICATION

ANHEX G (lire Support Plan) to FRAG ORDER 5 to OPORD 3-69

MAY., ORD 7600

RC 1.

"
1"

2-

3.
h,

871399
881
899.¢8
91219
91227
931)12%
93137
952131
o57h37
968l 2
973138
9794 Lk
982152
972),62
978455
Aol61
882395
898393
918395
932391

(v)

0/C for March to Calu

RC 21l.
n 22,
1 23'
1 2h.
i 25.
" 26.
"oo27,
n 28.
1" 29,
Cates 105's "o 30,
Cates 105's "o 31,

(TASS TR TCAT TON

. b dm i

928L¢9
9L 8LgT
gl,8417
965L@9
sbpLed

- 97117

981428
999431
998L42
g15136
geTul7

COR J= 110 LT/
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INCLOSURE 9 (RESUPPLY AND MAINTENANCE STATISTICS )

1. Total pounds air-lifted from the Vandergrift ISA 1% million pounds (over

200 missions)

2. Estimated cargo by UH-l 50,000 pounds
3. MOGAS consumed 11,950 gallons
L, DF-2 consumed 29,650 gallons
5. OBL~50 consumed 335 gallons
6. OE-30 consumed 550 gellons
7. 0B-10 congemed 110 gallons
8., GAA consumed 50 gallons
9. DBrake fluid 10 gallons
10, ISA 50 gallons
11, Class V consumption included the following:

105mm HE w/fune, w/o fuse 5,730

105mm WP 900

105mn HC SMK 120

105mm Illuvmination L80

Blmm HE 2,700

81rm WP 1,188

8lmm I1lumination 324

he2 HE 960

L.2 TMlunination 200

h.2 WP 160

90mm HE 120

90mm Cartadeder 150

cal, 50 16,000

Zhcl
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LERR

7.62 smmo

556 ammo
homm HE (M79)
Claymore .

Green Star Cluster
White Star Cluster
Chg Demo C-l

Dets cord

Grenade, hand, frag
Fuse, FD MB5T

Smoke grenade, Gréen
Smoke grenade, Yellow
Lmm Duster

E~-8 Launcher

MCIs

Class T:
Pulled/changed
Pulled/changed
Pulled/changed
Changed.‘ | |
Changed,

Pulled
Pulled/changed
Pulled/changed
Pulled/ changed

Pulled/changed

DECLASSIFIED

®
o 32,000
16,800
1,728
204
256
o - 128
30 kits
1,000 feet
0

59 pallets

2 M108 power packs
1. CEV powsr pack
1 AVIB power pack
T Radistor end fusl hank for dozer ETMGO
6 M113A1~bype power packs
5 MLBA3 powsr pasks ”

3. M88 power pack

2 MB88 tﬁansmissions

2 M88 final drives

1 578 transmission

DECLASSIFIED
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1, Combat lows vehicles included:
.1 M88 Récovery Vehicle
1 EIMCO doéer
1 M113A1 personnel carrier (as a result of helicopter erash at Vendergrift)
1 43781 3/hton truck, wtility (as a result of helicopter crash st Vandergrift)

1 MI51A1 3% on "cruck," utility (as ; result of helicopter crash at Vandergr:iit)
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$CONFIDENTIAL ©

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, lst Battalion (Mechanized), 6lst Infantry
APO San Francisco 96477

-l

| SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report (Task Force REMAGEN IT) (U)

Comanding Officer
1st Drigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mechanized)
Attentions: AVEL-C

APO  SBan Francisco 98477

ey

L St

e gy

e

1. (‘G) Type of Operaticns Search, reconmnaissance-in-~Iorce and
pioneering opsrations by armor and mechanized infantry teams in the
area, of Khe Sanh, Quang Tri Province, Republic of Vietnarm,

- 2o (C) Dates of Operation: 10LLOOH April 1969 to 2921L5H Apiil

196%

Je« (C) ILogabtion: West of XKhe Sanh to the Lactian border and south
te NVA Route 926. See Inclosure L, a map overlgy of TP REMAGEN IT's
arca of opera'blons.

Lo (C) Command Headquarterst Headquarters, lst Battalion (Mecha—
n_'l_zed), 615t InTantrye

Es (C) Task Orpanization {TF REMAGEN IT):

as Phase I (1011000 April 1969 to 120800H Apr:l.l 1969) 2

(1) Teom ALDPHA:

Company A (~), lst Battalion (Mechanizmed), 6lst Infanbtry
3d Platoon, Company A; lst Battalion, 77th drmor

(2) Tesm ADMOR:

- Company A {(~), lst Battalion, 77th Armor
2d Flatoon, Company A, lst Batbtalion (ﬂechanlzed) s 6lst
Infanbry
One Platoon, Babttery B, lst Battalion, 12th Artillery
(8-Inch) {(sP), USMC _
Detachment (Two Bulldozers), Company 4L, Tih Enginecr
Battalion

(3) Task Force Controls

YT

TR

e ww( uw'[ UL U

Heavy Mortar Platoon, lst Battalion (Mechanized), &lsb
Infantry

One Plaboon, Battery M, Lth Battalion, 12th Artillery
{155mm) (SP), USMC

Combat Trains, lst Babttalion (Mechanized), 6lst
Infantry

DECLASSIFIED
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é CONFIDENTIAL®

2% May 1969

Combal After Action Report (Pask Force REMAGEN II) (U)

Phase IT (120800H April 1959 to 151200H April 1969)s

Company A (-}, lst Battalion (Mechanized), 6lst Infantry
34 Platoon, Compamny A, lst Battalion, 77th Armor
Detachment (One Bulldozer), 1lhith Engineer Battalion

Company A (=), lst Battalion, 77th Armor
2d Platoon, Company A, lst Battalion {Mechanized), 6lst

Squad (Reinforced), Company 4, Tth Enginesr Babttalion

mpany B (=), lst Battalion (Mechanized), 61st I"J_‘E‘antry'
3d Plaboon, Company C, lst Battalion, 77th Armor

Compa.ny < (—-) s lst Bat‘oal:z_on, 7T th Armor

- 3d Platoon, Company B, lst Battalion (Mechanized), 6lst
Squad, Company A, Tth Engineer Battalion

Task Force Controls

Scout Platoon, lst Bathtl:Lon (Mechanlzed), 61st Infanbry
Heavy Mortar Flatoon, lst Bqttal:_on (Mechanized), 613‘&
Infanbry -

_lat Platocn (-), Company A, 7th Engineer Battalion
Battery G, lst Babbalion, LCth Artillery (105mm) (SP)
One Platoon, Battery M, fp‘b’h Babttalion, 1l2th Artiliery
(155mn) (SP), USMC

Cne Platoon, Bnttcry By lst Battallon, 12th Artillery
(8-TInch) (SP), USMC

fne dection, lst Battalion, Mhith Artillery (LOmm) (A_A.)

Combat Trains, lst Battalion (Mechanized), 6lst

Phase IIT (151200H April 1969 to 201200H Apr:l_l 1969)

Jompany A (-}, lst Battalion (Ij[échanlzéd),iélst Infantry

2d Platoon, Company A, lst Babtalion, 77th Armor
2quad, Company A, 7th Engineer Battalion

- uompa.ny A ( ), 1st Ba{:ﬁallon, 77th A,I'mor'

zd Platoon, Company A, 1st Battalion (Mcchanlzed)_, &1lst

Squad (Reinforced), Company A, Tth Engineer Babtalion

ba
= (1) Team ALPHASs
- (2) Team ARMOR:
; Infantry
= (3) Team BRAVOs

(L) Tsam CHARLIE:
T Infantry

= (5)
f ~ (aW) (SP)
: Infantry
i Ce
= (1) Team ALPHA:
.~ (2) Team ARMOR:
% Infantry
(3)

P

Taglkc Force Conbrol s

CONFIDENTIAL
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s3 o 9 May 1969
SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report (Task Force REMAGEN IT) {u)

el

Scout Platoon, lst Babtalion (Mechanized), 6lst Infantry
Heavy Mortar Platoon, lst Battalion (Mechanized), 61lst
Infantey -

Yot Platoon (-), Compamy A, 7th Engineer Battalion
Battery C, 1lst Battalion, LOth Artillery (2035m) (SP)
tne Platoon, Battery M, fx.’oh Battaliion, 12th Artillery
{155mm) (sP), USMC

One Section, lst Dattalions hiith Ertillery Orm) (AL)

(aw) (sp) ,
Combat Trains, lst Batbalion (Mechanized), 6lst Infantry

porr

g

i

d. Phase IV (2012008 April 1969 to 2921158 April 1969):

(1) Team ALPHA:

Corpany A {(~), lst Battalion (Mechanized), 6lst

o - - Infantry
3d Platoon, Company A, lst Babtbtalion, 77th Armor

: Squad, Company A, Tth Engincer Battalion
(2} Team ARMOR:

- Company A (~), 1lst Batbalion, 77th Armor .
- 3d Plakoon, Gompany A, lst Battalion {Mechanized),

£tlst Infantry '
' Sguad (Reinforced), Company A, 7th Engineer Battalion

(3) Team ATVN:

Troop, 24 Squadron, Tih Cavalry, ARVN
Reconnaissance Company, 1lsbt Regiment, ARUVN

Syt T

(i) Task Force Control:

Seout Platoon, lst Battalion (Mechanized), 6lst
Infantry

Heavy Mortar Platoon, 1sT Battalion (Mechanized), &lsb
Infantry

igt Platoon (=), Company A, Tth Bngineer Battalicn
Battery O, lst Babbalion, LOth Artillery (10Smm) (SP)
One Platoon, Battery M, Lth Battalion, 12th Artillery
(155m) (Sp), UsSMC

One Section, lst Battalion, Llth Artillery (Lorm) (&%)
(swW3y (8P)

CGombat Trains, lst Battalion (Mechanized), 6lst
Infantery

PRI

P

6, (C) Supporting Forcess .

kg

B s Babhary C, ist Battalion, LOth Artillery (10§mm) {8P) was in
became abbached to TF REMAGEN IL ef~

S

direct support of TF RIMAGEN I,
foctive 1112008 April 1969

T

= be One Piatoon, Batbtery M, Lth Battalion, 12th Artiliery (L55mm)
(SP), UMC, consisting of three 155mm scif ~propelled howitzers and
four M5L8 cargo carriers, was in direct support of TF RIMACGEN I,
The platoon wes abbached at Ca Iu (XDOI0LSS) at 1O0LBOCH April 1959

c. Trom 110800H April 1969 to 512008 April 1569, one platoon,
Battery B, lst Battalion, 12th Artillery (8-Inch) (SP), USMGC, con-
sisting of two 8-inch self-propelled howitzers, was in direct support
of TF REMAGEN II. The platoon was atbached at Ca Lu at 110800Ha

CONFIDENTIA}

direct support of TF HEMAGEN TT. -Fhe -batbterys - already. ab Ehe Sanh in
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, 83 29 May 1969
SUDJECT: Combat After Action Report (Task Force RIMAGEN IT) (V)

- de A reinforced ongineer platoon was attached to TF REMAGEN II o
- effective 111200H April 1969, The platoon consisted of two squads T
(with minesweeping and demolitions capabilities), Company A, 7th '
Engineer Babtalion; bwo AVIBs, Company A, 7th Engineer Babtalioni one

. bulldozer, lhith Engineer Baktalion; one bulldozer, 1ith Engineer Bat-

: talion, USMC; and two bulldozers, 12th Artillery, USMC.

ce One UH-1D helicopter was made available to TF REMACEN II on a
daily basis by Headgquarters, 1lsb Brigade, Sth Infantry Division (Mech=-
anized), based at Camp Red Devile

IR

Fir

£. One zerial cbserver was made available by Headguarters, TF
HO‘FEL, ’t__)a.sed ol Vandegrift Combab Dase, on a daily basise

g

ge One Tactical Air Control Party/Air Iiaison Officer was made
availeble by Headquevters, TF HOTEL, beginning 22 April 1969.

wrem

7+ (C) Intelligences

- a. Prior to TF REMACGEN IIfs move to Khe Sanh on 13 April 1969,
the following intelligence was made available by Headquarbers, TF

- HOTRL and Headquaerters, TF REMAGEN Iz

(1) Sensors northwest of Khe Sanh and north of QL~9 regis-—
tered movement of small, ben- to fifteen-~-man groups of enery sol~
b diers. Movement was generally northuwest to southwsagt znd west to wasis
g from the inbernationzl boundary beltween gouth Vietnam and Laose
The scenscors were monitored by Headquarters, TF HOTBL and readouts : )
were supplied to TF REMAGEW I. Movement was detacled almcst dailys

(2) The TF HOTEL S2 believed thab alements of the 30hth NVA
Division were located in Laos, imnediately west of the international

o boundary, in a passive defensive posbure.

(3) TF REMAGEN I (with command and control provided by
B Headguarters, lst Babbalion, 77%h Awmor) operated south of Khe Sanh

= during the periocd 16 March 1969 to 10 April 1969 and experienced

three contact-type incidents, At 300836H March 1969, elements of

Tean BRAVO encounbersd and engaged a small ambush party, resualbing

in thres NVA KTA, At 311250H March 1969, one MB3 VIR and "ons MLBAZ -
tanlc were damaged by a rockeb-propelled grenade or recollless rifle P
five. At 010615H April 1969, Team DRAVO received 100 82mm morbar i
rounds from Laose ‘Team BLAVO was located at 0P-28 on the inber-

national border.

be Upon TF REMAGEN II's arrivel at Khe Sanh on 11 April 1969,
intelligence concerning the overall enemy situstion in the arxea was
very skebehy. Generally, 1t was believed that, at most, bthe area S
__from Khe Sanb-west to_the Taos=South Vietnam border wasg being used as N

on infilbration routs, but thabt no major NVA or VG Gnits were oc-
cupying ths area. 7

o During the period 13 April 1969 to 2h April 1969, the intele
ligence situation dsd not change subsbtantially from that sublined
in paragrasph 7z, adoves ‘

T T T

e

LA 0 ‘ T w H"“ " FH”” T ey

(1) Sensors continued to register movement of small groups
in the northern portion of TF REMAGEN IT'e AO. It was felh that the . :
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SUBJECTs GCombat After Action Report (Task Force REMAGEN 1) (M - .

sensora were detecting the movement of men {and supplies) through the
Khe Sanh ares by the NVA 559th Transportation Group, the support or-—
ganization thab normally cperates in this area.

(2) TF WEMACEN IL units moved throughout the AO without en-
countering any enemy units, mines or booby traps. During the period,
the TF had aerisl observers and an oir cavalry. feam on statlon: none .
of these was fired upon by the enemy whils reconncitering throughoutb
the area at altitudes of from 300 to 40O feeby -The mission of the
sarisl observers and the alr eavalry. Teanm was. to provide intelligence
input to TF REMACEN IT while attempting to develop the enemy sibua-
tions - L Lo

(3) Tt was felt by Headguarbters, TF HOTEL ‘that TF RAMAGEN \
II, by occcupying the enemy's atténtion with respect to TF capabilities
and intentions, had fixed a division~size enemy force {posaibly the

30Lth NVA Divisi_on) in LaoSe S

(L) Tnclosure 11 15 a 1ist of all spot reports made by
asrial observers, the alr cavalry teanm and ground units during bthis
period.

de During the period 2L Ap;r:f‘;11;9679 to 28 April 1969, several con=
prortations occurred that signalled a significant change in the inbele |
ligence situations

(1) TF REMAGEN II's FSB at Lang Vei (vicinity of the old
U.S. Special Forces Camp) (XD790358) was attacked by an estimated re-
inforced NVA company at 250300H April 196F.

{(2) On the morning of 27 April 1969, the tank platoon at-
tached to Team ATVE and performing as Team ARVN's lead element in its
movement to OP-23, spotted an enemy ambush at CP-13 (XDB15370)e The
ensuing contact resulted in one NVA KIA at the ambush site, one NA
KIA near the ambush sibte, and the discovery of seven mines emplaced
along QL-9 and rigged for command detonation,.

: (3) TF REMAGEN II's FSB ab Khe Sanh Village (XDBL63B1) was
attacked by sn estimated reinforced NVA company at 280250H April 1969,

8. (C) Mission: - ST

2. Plonocer a benk trail from QL-9 south to NVA Route 926 (trall
to be constructed b to 5 kilometers away from, but generally paralilel
boy, fthe Laotian border in order to remove friendly forces cperabing

2 0 ved in

along the trail from within rangg ey coory OBrte mrrpbars. situd e .
Laos)s ' ) '
be Determine the feasibility of pioneering a iank trail from Khe

Sanh northwest o FSB Alpine (XD755532) and then east to Vendegrift
Combat Dase (VCB) (YDOOOLSS)s A

e e e S Miow e
S R e s LI . e e
el iz ey L

_Ce Develop the enemy situation in the Khe Sanh area; and

: RSN |

4. Determine trafficability and moneuverability conditions inm b

the ¥he Sanh area for armor-mechanized operations.

9, (8) Bxecubion:

2, Phase T (1OLLOOH April 1969 to 120800H April 1969): &b 091700
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SUBTECT: Combat After Action Reporbt (Task Force REMAGEN IX) (U

April 1969, Fragmentary Order 1l to Operations Order 5-69 was issueda
The movement to Ca Im (¥DO105LB), a distance of 5l kilometers, was
accomplished in four hours and thirty-one minutes with only one
breakdowns The night of 10 April 1969 was spent at Ca Lu in a )
perimeter-type night defensive position. A% 1108001 April 1969, the
21 kilometer move from Ca Tu to Khe Sanh commenced, DMovement was
completed by 112100H April 1969. Several breakdowns, primarily ones
involving bulldozers and 8=inch self-propelled howltzers, caused a
delay of approximately L.5 hours. A4side from breakdowns, the bull-—
dozers had to be land-walked from Cz Lu to Khe Sanh and the average
speed of the convoy was reduced to five kilometers per hour, One
AVIB was laid enrcute at XD91hliOl, Overhead convoy cover was sup-—
plied by an air cavalry team, two USMC asrial observers, and on~call
tactical air support aircrafbe.

be Phase IT (12080CH April 1969 to 151300H April 1969): Frage
mentary Orders 15, 16 and 17 to Operations Order 5~069 (Inclosures 3,
Lh and 5 hereto)e ‘

c. Phasc TTT (151200H April 1969 to 201200H April 1969): Frag-
mentary Orders 16 and 19 to Operations Order 5-69 (Inclosures 8 and
7, hereto), )

de Phase IV (201200H April 1969 to 2921L5H -April 1969):i Frag-
mentary Orders 20 and 21 to Operstions Order 5-62 (Inclosures 8
and 9, hereto).

10, (C) Results:

2 « A new bank trail, whose trace is shown on the map averlay abt
Inclosure 1, was picneerede Trall breaking began on 12 April 1969
and Team ARMOR reached NVA Route 926 on 21 April 1969« The Treil,
rated good for tracked vehicles durlng dry weather, only, is one-way,
with its few turnaround points located ab CP=Ll7, 19, 21 and 564
For illustrative purposes, =after a two-hour raing iwo M113A0s wibhe
oub track pads were able to negotiate the trail with noderate to
extreme dAifficulby.

be The mission of pionsering a trail northwest te FSB Alpine
and then cast to VOB was rescinded on 26 April 1969, based upon a
survey made by the Brigade Bngineer, lst Brigade, Sth Infantry Divi-
sion (Mechanized)s The engineer survey revealed that to accomplish
the mission would require an engineer company and that it could not
be accomplished by armor-mechanized forces alone.

ce To z limited extent, the enemy situation was developed in the
Knhe Sanh ares in thab, on three separate occasions, the enemy chose
to sbandon his hide~andeseck tactics and to engage, offensively, ele-
ments of TF REMAGEN IT., Despite the facts that Team ARVN did not oc-
cupy OP=23 until 2L1630H April 1969, and that Team ALPHA and Battery
Cs; lst Battaliony; LOth Artillery occupied CP-22 (less than 1000
meters from; and within mutusl supporting distance of, CP-23), the

__enemy was_able to laungh an abback against Team ARVN ab _250300H Apwil . . . ... .

1969, Initially, it was believed that a security element of the NVA
559th Transportation Group had abtbacked Team ARVN following an infil-
tration-type move from Laos into South Vietnam along the general axis
from XDT70335 to XD785352 and its positioning of forces, vicinity
XD787359 and XD783355, cn oposite sides of Team ARVN's night dew-
fensive positions Subsegquently, the enemy!s identity was estaklished,
however, his routes of access and egress o and from the battle posi-
tion were not confirmed, Later events would tend to indicate, though,
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SUBJECT: OCombat After Action Report (Task Force REMAGEN IT) (U)

that he approached CP-23 from ah area bounded on the south by a line
through CP=9, «10, ~11 and -35. It is possible that the purpose of
the attack was to preclude cr forestall another move by TF REMAGEN IT
to the internaiional border vieinity CP=-39., Oredence is lent this
possibility by virtue of the fact thab, when Team ARVN began moving
west along QL-9 on the morning of 27 April 1969, the enemy established
and was preparsd to execute an ambush whose single distinguishing
characteristic was that it was to have been sprung during dzylight
hours. The ambush fziled, The atback against Team ALPHA and Battery
G, lst Babtalion, LOth Artillery, located in a nmight defengive posi-~
tion near Khe Sanh Village (XDB8L46381) (CP-3), probably was launched
from an area bounded on the southeast by a line through CF=9 and ~l0.
Tho main thrush of the assault was directed against Team ALPEA fyrom
that direction, enemy survivors withdrew in that direction after
breoking eontact, and indications were that the enemy had 1.20mm
(regimentsl) mortars positioned vicinity XD79LLOTe Sensors had
registered activity at that point and in the surrounding area 21most
daily, though no enemy were observed by asrial cbservers or the air
cavalry team, and TPQs and artillery H and T fires were employed in
the area daily and nmightly. It shounld be noted that, on the night of
22 April 1959, Team ARVN reported cbserving vehlcle lights and heare
ing tracked vehislas vicinity XD785365, and that sensors confirmed :
tracked vehicle=like movement at the same ccordinates and at the same
time as seen and heard by Team ARVNs Ground and aerial reconnaissance
the following morning failed to reveal tracks in the rain-softened
sarth in the area. The sapper attacks of 25 and 28 April 19569 lasted
for 2.5 and 3.25 hours, respectively, and both were characterized by
light to moderate use of small arms, machinegun and mortar fires, and
by heavy use of pole and sabtchel chargog, hand, rockeb-propelled and
rifle grenadse, and flame-throwing devices. All of the eguipment
ceptured, to include the uniforms worn by the NVA KIAs, was neWe Unie-
forms worn in the 25 April 1969 attack wers the same color as those
worn by ARVN regulars: in the 28 April 1969 abback, NVA uniforms
were the cusbomary khaki/gray color. Most of the NVA KIAs were young,
clean~shaven, had shert haircubts, were well equipped, and, based upon
an inspection of the condition of their feet, apparently had not
travelled any lengthy distances in the immediabe past. Information
assembled during and after the contacts of 25, 27 and 28 April 1969
(specifically, embroidersd shirt—pocket markings, €.g, LO3015/L0-20,
403011/1,0-20, L403020/40-20, et cetera; the number 4O, enclosed by a
trianhle, heat-branded onto the Lfront handguards of captured AK-LTs;
and the LBN 1397L marked ineide and on items of =pparel) was proces-
sed and evaluated and, from that information, it was determined thab
elements of the $th and 57th FVA Regiments had participabed in the
two sapper abttacks and the frustrabted ambushe .

d, Trafficability and maneuverability conditions in the Khe Sanh
area north of QL=9 rendersd armorw-mechanized operations moderately &to
exbremely difficult. South of QL9 Lo the casb-west grid line 25,
vegebation and terrain restricted armor-mechanized movement to exist—
ing and/or newly-blazed trailse Generally, there wag littlc mansuver
arcs on either side of the New Remagen Trail, Immédiately north of
NVA Route 926 and gouth, therefrom, o CP-L5 and =6, terrain and
vegetation favored atmdr-idchanized movement, cxcept yhat movement
wes vestricted to roads and trails east of the 87 north-south grid
line. *"

e, Friendly Casuvalbies:
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SUBJECTs OCombat After Action Report (Task Force REMAGEN II) (U)

: OTHER .

LRMY USMG ARUN. FWMAF = TOTAL
KIA 8 o 8 1 17
WIA 46 0 Ll ) S0

. TOW e o) ) ) 0

: MIA ¥ 0 o 0 0

CAPTURED _ o o o 0 )

NON~HOSTILE DEATH 0 o 0 0 0

= NON-HOSTILE INJURY 16 0 o o 0

Te ooy Casualtiess:

(1) Cumulative: 73 KiAs; O FWs; O CDsj and ) Hoi Chanhs.

(2) Inflicted by U.S, Forces: LS KIAs (including L KBAs); O
PiWss O CDss and O Hoi Chanhse T .

TTE

(3) Inflicted by ARVN: 28 KIAs; O Filss O CDs; and L Hol

ey

Chanhse

ge Ua.Se Equipment Losses: Two Ml13als, one M5L8, ons ML8A3 and
. ohe M1L9 LCO-gallon water trailer were destroyed by a combination of
RPG fire, pole and sabchel charges and Flame~throwing devicess

IR RET RN R ‘na “ing

he ARVN Equipment Losses: Two M113s and one M125A1 were destruys
ed by a combination of RPG firs, pole and satchel charges and flame-
throwing devicese

e

ie Eneny Equipmegnt Captured, Destroyad or Discovereds:

= ITEM UNLT QUANTITY
e 122mm Rockets Bach 11
1.20mm Mortar Round Bach R

7462mm Cartridges Each 3Q,000

82mm Mortar Round 96

82rm Mortar Round Fuzes 12

&0nm, Mortar Round Cartridges 2

60 Mortar Round 19

RPG-2 (B=40) ILauncher 7

REG-2 (B~I10) Round 86

RPG=7 {B=Ll) Launcher 1

= . LOPG-7 {B-hl) Round 1)
i Bulk Explosives 306
= Satahel Charges 300
- Bangalore Torpedo Iy
Rifle Grenade 16

ChiGom Hand CGrenade 52

Angi-~Tank Mine (r-L1) T

Bomb, 1000~Pound X

Bomwb, 500-pound. L

Machinegun, RPD=L : 1
e Machinegung S&LF (Ressian)- - e - BAC -

Mount, Machinegun (For SG=u3) L

AK-)7 (With Standard Wood Stock) i5

L AK-l7 (With Folding Metal Stock) 15
= Magazing, AK-LT (Full) 109
. 28 Magk, NVA-Type . 1
= Pack, RVA-Type 3
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SUBJECT: Combat after Action Report (Task Force REMAGEN II) (U)

§

mer ' UNIT QUANTITY ,
ith Telmeb , Each 2 T
Medical Kit (ChiCom-Type Bach 2 '
Bamboo Bridge (7' x 20% x 3¢) Each 3
Bamboo Hut : FRach 5
Bunker (3t % 5' x Lt) o Bach 253
Cave Bach .35

1, (m) Logistics: Inclosure 12

12, (@) Communications s

Ze .A.n oPeratlons/lntelllgence neb a.nd an FECC net were maintained

_with Headquarters, TF HOTEL utilizing an AS-2236/GRC directional anw

tenna which proved to be invaluablee

. bs An administrative/logistics net was esbablished and maintained
between TF REMAGEN Il's combat trains ab Khe Sanh and its field trains .
ak VGB_ uvsing organic radio eguipments. o

Ce In order Lo maintain communications with *Ieadauar*‘crs, 1st
Brigade, Sth Infantry Division (Mechinized), without whose support and
assisbtance beywnd that which Headquebters, TF HOTEL was resdily able to
provide TF REMAGEN IT probably would nob have been capabls of accome
plishing its seversl missions, a brigade retransmission station was
established at FSB Cates (YD927)_‘H4). This enabled TF REMAGEN IT to
cowmnicate with Brigadé in both sgeure and non-—sscure volce modes
over straight line dlstanccs of fifty«one k—ﬂ ometerss

da Overall, no mzjor proéblems were endountebed in the communicar
tions areae ‘ '

13. (C) CObgervations and Re.comrﬁendations:

a., Tagk Organizabions

(1) Observation: TF REMAGEN II's AC contained many areas
which were inaccessikle to tracked wvehicles, yet those areas needed 0
be searched bthoroughly by dismounted elements. Although limited
searching was accomplished by mechanized infantrymen, it would have
been desirable to have had a dismounted rifle company, free of the
maintenance and logistical problems associated with a mechanized ine
fantry company, for use in conducting detailed search and clear oper-
au:!.ons.

(2) Recommendation: Thabt bask forces assigned similar mise
sions in comparable areas be task organized bo include =an Armored
Cavalry Troop; one Mechanized Infantry Compary; one Rifle Companys an
Ay Cavalry Team (with one LOH and two heliccpter gunships); a Combab
Engineer Platoon (reinforced with three bulldozers and twe A.VLBS),
and a batbery, cach, of 105mm and 155mm gelf-propelied howitzerse It :
would also be desirable to have one CH-L6/L7 and one CH-53 operating I
in direct support of the TF in an aerial resuwply roles This btask 5
organization would reduce bhe numbor of tanks (and the loglst:l_cal ree~-
cizted therewit s Fet Tebtaobm—an ndmer - - e s 2
capability to counter zn armor threat. It would have increased TP
REMAGEN II's capability to conduct detailed search and clear opera-
bions in the dense, rugged terrain s¢ prevalent in its A0,

e

"be WI-1D Supports
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SUBJECT: Combabt After Action Report (Task Force REMAGEN ) (U)

29 Moy 1969

{1) Observation: One UH-ID was made available to TF REMACEN
II for ten hours (0800 to 1800 hours), daily. Control and use of the
helicopter for command and control, recomadissance, medical evacua-—
tion and emergency and routine administrative and logistical tasks
proved to be invaluable to the success of TF operations, Howsver,
considerable time was spent and, hence, useable btime was lost, in fly-
ing bo and from Vandegrift Combat Base to refuel,

(2) Recommendation: That a UH~1D be made available to task
foreces assigned similar missions in comparable areas on a daily
basis, and that one M5LB be fitted with a collepsible fuel cone
tainer filled, daily, with JP-l and from which the supporting UH-1D
could refuel on site,.

s Artillery Organization and Employment:

(1) Cbssrvation: One 105mm self-propelled artillery battery
and one 155mm self-propelled artillery platoon operated with and in
support of TF REMAGEN II. It proved to be an excellaent combinabion
and, employed as it was, enabled the TF to conduct artillery raids
ard/or to establish forward fire support bases with each artillery
element operating or located within the otherls range fan, With bwo
artillery elements, it was possible to fire defensive concentrations
ound each position each night, which would not have been pose—.
sihle had but one artillery unib supported TP EEMAGEN II from a field
positions An advanbtage of being supporbted from wibthin the field by a
155mm artillery unit was that the howitzers! range capability allowed
TF movemént over considerable distances wibhout neccssitating dis—
placements Ib was necessary at night however, to insure that the 105mm
battery was not separated from the 155mm artillery platoon more Wy bhan
a distance equal to its (the 105%'s) maximum illuminatlion rangee

(2) Recommendation: TIdeally, two 155mm batteries are pre-
ferred to one 155mm battery and one 105mm battery, or to one 1C5mm
battery and one 155mm platoon (which latter combination supsorted TF
REMAGEN II); however, it is felt «that rosupplying two 155mm batteries
over an air LOC would ordinarily overitax the support capsbllities of
the helicopter-supplying organization., One battery of 155mm self-
propelled howitzers, vis—a-vis and wibh double the firepower of a
platcon, could be supporbed logistically with 1little effort beyend
that required to support a platoon, and is, therofore, recomended
for task forces asgigned similar missions in a comparable area. See

paragraph 13a(2), above.

BT

[
|
i

(LI
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hl |
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ds Alr Cavalry Team Supporb:

(1) Observation: During the eight-day pericd 11 to 18
April 1969, an Air Cavalry Team consisting of one LOH, two heli-
copter gunships and one UH-1D operated in support of TF REMAGEN IX and
assisted in developing the enemy situaticne It is felt that the
presence of the ACT assisted in discouraging the enemy from harassing
elements of th TF while pioneering trails or moving throughout the

... AO. Additionally, the ACT greatly assisted in the intelligence cole
== 1dction @LloPt, ag a-resilt of which- oparations-pkanning was facilie .. .

tatedn

(2) Recommendations That an Alr Cavalry Team be avtached to,
or placed in support of, task forces assigned similar migsions in a
comparable area. See paragraph 13a{2}, abovea

@e PBulldozer Supporbs
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s3 , 29 May 1969
SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report (Task Force REMAGEN Ir) ()

(1) Observation: Bulldozers were employed in three roles:
trail blazing and repair, clearing of obstacles, and preparing of de-
fensive positiong., A technique successfully employed during the oper-
ation was to attach a bulldozer to each armor anrd mechanized team,
Bulldozers moved with the team's lead element and built fording sites
and/or eliminated obstacles when necessary, since the area was crigs-—
crogsaed by numerous streams and drams, bomb and shell craters, and
dsadfalls. It was imporbtant that the bulldozer remained forward with
the lead element, otherwise, when the team encountered an obstacle,
considerable time was lost walting for its displscement. bploying a
bulldozer with each team, however, resulted in numerous breakdowns
that occurred as a result of operating in the rough terrain that
characterized the area of operations., What appeared to be an in-
ordinalte amount of maintenancs was necessary, However, the advantage
of having the bulldozer with each team far outweighed the problemg of
maintaining them. Bulldozers were particularly valusble for use in
the preparaticn of defensive positions and for as long as they re-
mained operational were used Lo dig in command carriers, artillery
pieces, APCs, tanks, cargo carriers and some itens of supply. Un-
fortunately, near the snd of the operation none of the bulldowzers
were fully opsrational and it became necessary to reoccupy old, pre-
viously used, dug in positions, with the protection they offered, or
to forego that protection 4n favor of oceupying new positions mightly.

(2) Recommendation: That bask forces assigned similar mig-
siong and operabing in comparable terrain Possess a minimum of three
bulldozers (see paragragh 13a(2), above), that an augmented FIL be
stocked on site, and ti -t qualiiied bulldozmer maintenance personnel
accompany the task forc combat trains.

1. (C) Commander's Analysiss

ae GCooperation, coordination, support and assisbtance Ly and be-~
tween the several headquarters, units and services involved were ex—
ceptional., No problems casable of being solved by Headguarters, 3d
Marine Divigicn, Headguarters, TF HOTEL, or Headguarters, lst Brigade,
Sth Infanbry Division (Mechanized), were left unsolved, and their
sclution was accomolished with speed, efficiency and dispatcha

b, Tactical air and aerial observer support were timely, adé-
quate ad absolutely essential bo successful accomplishment of TF :
RIMAGEN II's missions. Fighter-bomber, flareship, gunship and
"Spooky" support was invaluable to the overall success of the opera~
tion and, in particular, to the defense against, and subsequent pur-
suit of, enemy forees which attacked Team ARVN!g and Team ALPHA!s
night defensive positions on the mornings of 25 and 28 April 1969,

Cs Successful defense of night deiensive positions against
eneny sapper attacks hinges, in the case of armor and mechamized
forces, upon detailled planning and preparations; reconnaissance of
the posltion and an area extending 500 to 1000 meters from its PErie
phery; dispersion of men, weapons and vehilcles; dug in positions for
..all vehicles: one- and two-man Tighting posgitions dug in and located

between and forwald of vehicles-sited on the perimebers ahbushas _adid .

listening pests well forward of the rerimebers; planned defensive
fires, to include those of automatic weapons removed from vehicles
and employed in a ground role; instantaneocus and continusus illiwnie—
nation; saturation use of claymores, trip flares, protective wire,
hand grenades and M79-launched LOmm grenadess plans for emnloying
artillery in a direct fire role; good communications; and the spirig

1z

CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

83 29 May 1969
SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report (Task Force REMAGEN IL) (U)

professionalism and courage of the defenders,

d, Sustained operations in an enviromment and under the conditions
which existed in the Xhe Sanh area eventually exerted their toll on
LiPCyy tanks, bulldozers and other tracked vehicles, Despite the out-
standing maintenance ofiort put forth, force vehicles were fast ap-
proaching the point wherc more time was spent in maintaining them than
operating thems 1In time, a lengbhy maintenance standdown would have
been required, and it is gqucstionable whether available helicopter ag-
sels would have becon sufficient to support the 1ift of assemblics, come
ponents, parts and materials that would have been required to render
all vehicles comnletely operationales

¢. In this type of an operation and since tactical emoloyment of
the force was tied so clogely to logigtical resupply, which, in turn,
was ticd to aerial dolivony, it was imoecrative that the commander and
the operations officer remain abreast, at all times, of the current
and projected POL and ammanition status of the force. This was par-
ticularly true in the case of high density, high consumption 105mm,
15%mm, he2-inch and 8lmm amnmunition,

fs Probably the most significant aspect of TI" REMAGEN II's opora-
tion wes thabt of lopistically supporting an armer-mechanized infantry
force solely by air. Aerial resupply was accomplished by USMC and
101st Airborno Mivision (Airmobile) helicopters (CH=Lés, CH-47s and
CH-53s), and, considering the limited helicopter assets avallablo to
TF HOTEL, support received was outstanding. Inclosure 12, hercto,
outlines the magnitude of the effort required to maintain an armor-
mechenized infantry force via an ALOC,

. . ,

_ 3 k—X}',a,M"(.l,_- . QS:S( o T ol are ')\%

12 Inel _ DAVID E. IL;LLTIG;" JR. j

L. HMap Overprint Licutenant Colonel, Infantry

. 2o Initial Disposilions of TF Cormanding

3, Fragmentary Order 15

L Irasmentary Order 16

5. Fragmontary Order 17

G, Tragmentary Order 18

t. Frapguentary Order 19

", TFrapgmcentary Order 20

Y.  Tragmenbary Ordor 21

10, Plan Tor Post-Attack Pursult
of the Enemy on 28 April 1969

11, Intelligence Spot Reports

- 12+ Logislics
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. E\TCLOSURE 3 (TRAG ORDER 15 to OPORD 5-69) Combat After Achion
oport, .

Thase 11 (120800H Apr 69 - 130700 Apr £9)

Mission

TF REMAGEN contuets Reeon-in-Poree West to Laotian border;

bering pioneering operation North to LZ ALPINE and Sonth to NVA
= Hwy 926 effastive 120800H Apr 69,

2.

3a
Z!-n

Tm ALPHi ,

a, Attahed 1 Bulldozer effective 1208000 Apr 69
b, Besin tankzﬁrail from CP5 - CP& ~ CP7,

¢e Be prepared to continue to CP8 6/0,

Tm FRAVG:  Conduct detailed seafch of area Y.

Tm CH/‘WLIﬁ:' fonduct Recon-in-Forgs 4o CP22 - 23; be preparsd

= to continue 46 CP31 0/0,

5.

G
7:
8.
9

10,

Tm ATMOR:  Displace to CP3: de prepared to reinforce Tm BRAVO or
0 .

Tm CHARLTE 0/0,

Set/i-611 (P Sedurity,

4.2 Plate G8 from CP1

1/A/7 Ener i=):  Improve fording site at CPLL.
C/1-40 Arty:

ae GS from CP

b, Be preparsd to displsee to CP22,

M/l=12 Artye GS Trom CP1,

— 11. Plat/B/1-12 Arty: 1S of Tm OHARLIS.

= O"FICTAL:

/

A ol
G INOMTARD
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Acknowledres
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INCLOSTRE 4 (FRAG ORDER 16 4o OPORD 5-69 %o Corbat After Action
Report

\’w It W} .1._

SR

e W e

Phase IT (130A30H Arr 69 - 141200H Apr 69)

1.

2

3.

%

10.

Missiont No Change.
Tm ALFHA:
as Disnlace to CP 39.
bi Be preparad to sonduct search in area Z.
Tm BRAVO:  Continue present missidﬁi
Tm CHARLIE:
a, RRF for Tm ALPHA at CP 22.
b. Be preparad to displace to CP 33 0/0,
¢. FProvide security for C/1-40 at CP 22.
Tm ATMOR: Continue present mission,
Sct Plot: CF gecurity,
4.2 Flat: GS
C/1~40:
a, Displace to CP 22 at 130900H Apr 9.
b, DS of Tm ALPHA.
M/4~1R: GS
Plat/B/1-12: GS

11. 1/4/7 ®ner (-): Continus present mission,

Acknowledges

'HwDistribution: Spebial

OFFTCINL:
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INCLOSYRE 5 (FRAG ORDFR 17 to OPORD 5-69) to Combat After Action
Report

Phase TI (1412008 Aor A9 - 151700H Apr 69)
1. Tm ALPHA:
a, Contirmue search in area Z,
b. Displace to CP 3 effective 141400H Arr 69,

Assmme seenrity of C/1-40 Artillery at CP 22 effective

“‘1snnnow Avr 60, and displace to CP 14 with C/1-40 Artillery O/0,

2. Tm RPAVO:

a, Ascume seourity of /140 Artillery at CP 22 effmetlevd” 141700H
Anr 69, .

b. Move to Ca Lu at 150800H Apr 69 and become OPCON to 1st
Brieade 5th Infantry Division (Mechanized) upon arrival at Ga Lu,

3. Tm CHARLIR:
a. Ready Reaction Foree at CP 22 for Tm ALPFA.

b, Displace to CF 1 upon srrival of Tm BRAVO vho will assume
security of C/1-40 Artillery at CP 22,

¢, Move to Ca Iu at 150630H Apr 69 and hecoms OPCON to 1st
Rrioade, 5th Infantrv Division (Mechanized), upon arrival at Ca Lu.

Le Scout Plat: TF R™AGEN Command Post Seecurity,
5, 4.2 Plats GS
6. Cther units: No Chanwge,

Aclmnouledger

HARTIGAN
rc

Distritions Special
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INCLOSURE 6 (¥RAG ORDER 18 %o OPORD 5-69) to Combat After Action
Renort T .

Phase TIT (15170CH Apr 69 - 180700H Apr 69)

1., Tm ALPHA:

: a, Move to CP 39 effective 160700H Apr 69 and goarch area Z,
i b. Be prepared to displace to CP 13 0/0. ;
‘ 2, Tm ARW: Continue present missienm, |

3, Other unite: No Change,

= Acknowledges
- HART TG AN
= 170

Distributions Spnecial

- OFFICTAL: "
:: o o N /
.. 4 'r\_.l{"( ey ‘-v [ ¢ ;,'A-JL.
- G TROUARD

B 33

e —

= % DOWNGRADED at 3 year ntersls
F 'DECLASSIFIED after 12 years

= DiDDir 520010

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

Ty

T “1“ e ’U“\ i‘ i 1 HH’H I

=
T

* ,. COi w?m_ ‘;1%5_ T

INCLOSURE 7 (FRAG ORDER 19 to OPORD 5-69) to Combat After Action ‘
Report ‘4

Phase ITT (18AR00H Apr 69 - 231200 Apr 69)
1. Tm ALPHA:
a. WMave to GP 17 with C/1<40 Artillery.
b. Continue mova to CP 56 with C/1-40 Artillery.‘
c. Be prepared to move to CP 52 Q/O.
2. Tm ARMOR: , o
a. Continue %o move to CP 44,

b. Upon arrival at OF 44 conducted mounted sweeps to CP 61, 45 _
and 47. : .

c. Be prepared to displace back to CP 56 and assume security
of G/1-40 Artillervy 0/0.

3, Tm ARVN:

a, Upon arrival at CP 5, conduet a search of area north of QL9
ag shown on overlav, -

b, Report crossing of Ph-se Lines.
4e Other units: No Change.

Roeknowledee:

i QWICIAL.
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INCLOSURE 8 {mm OPDTR 20 to OPORD 5-69) to Combat After Action
Report ‘

Phage IV (2312000 Apr €9 « 251200H Apr 69)

1i Tm ALPHA'

a, Assume spcurlty of 0/1-40 Artiﬂerv and dlsplace to o 1'7

with C/1-40 Artillery effective 230800H Apr 69,

Be prepared to establish a Fire Supnort Base at CP 22 with

b,
o ‘“E‘,‘Yl—AO Artill@rv O/ 0.

2, Tm ARMOR: ”
a, TLaaser at CP 56 and conduct search in arsa around CP 56,
b. Be prepared to displace to CP 1 0/0;

3. Tm ARVN: Continue search in present zone.

L, Other unitsy No Change,

Acknowledeer

HART IGAN
LTC
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— INCLOSURE © {FRAC ORDER 21 to C;PORD 4_69) to Combat ATter Action ,
- Report
= Phase TV (2512008 Apr 69 — 280600 Apr €97
j* 1. Tm ALFHA: |
- a. GConduct detailed search of ares Y effective 25060(H Apr 69. ]
%: b. Be prepared to displace to CP 3 0/0. ?
- 2. Tm ARMOR: :
7 a. Move t6 CP 13 and ednduet search iﬁ area S, "
: bs Ready Reaction Forece for TF RTMAGEN. E
3. Tm ARVNg :
§ a. Conduct detailed search of srea V effective 2507008 Apr 9.
- b. Dismlace to CP § effective 251700H Apr 69,
’* ¢, Be prepared to conduct seareh in vicinity of CP 22 effective
SFOBOH Apr 69. o -
L. C/1-40 Arty: Displmce to CP 3 with Tm ALPHA. '
5. Other unitz: Yo Chance. B
Acknowledges .
" HART IGAN
- 1TC
=_ Distribution: Special
i - _OFFICIAL: ) .
L e
o GIROTTARD :
a 53 ?
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Tnelosure 1L (Intelligence Spot W'Repor'ﬁs) to Lebber, Headquarters,
st Battalicn (Mechanizod), 6lst Infantry, subject: Conbat After
Action Report (Task Force REMAGEN II),; dated 29 May 1969»

.‘,

DATE TIME
- 12 Aprilk 1,00
1), April 0735
1 April 07L3
» 1l April 0800
T o
1 fpril 1015
1L Apwedd 1210
l).r April 1320
— 16 April 1300
16 April 1325
16 Apwil 1355
16 April 1405
16 April 1505
— 16 April 1645
17 April 0835
17 fpril 1000

L,

NN

INCIDENT

A£/1-77, at ¥DT0L360, found three shelters,
20tx10%, freshly cutbe

A/1-61, at XD703383, found two cans of 60mn
morbar cartridges, estimated to have bean
there one weeke Not rustye Destroyede

A/1-61 at XD705386, found five old bunke
ers (Lixh1x81), with two-foot overhead
covers Bunkers destroyeds

A/1-61y at XD705385, found ons 1,000
pound. bomb and one 500 pound bombe De—~
stroyed in place. :

- A/i_.éj:?{;, 5765308, Fonnd ohe Bmkew, T —

feirly new, 81x7txl!, with 1% foot dirt

cover and bamboo door. Dastroyade

A/1-61, at ¥XD709388 found one box of 82nmn
fuses,. Destroyed.

A/1L=T7, at XD787329, spotted threé NVi.
Tricd to~opprohdnd. Unsuccessfule

A/1-61, at XD705388, found 11 122mm
rockets, 9 fuses, 1 120mm mortar round,
30,000 rounds of 7.62 in cases, and 96
8omm mortar rounds. Destroyed.

5/1-61, at XD710386, found four
bunkers, 3'1x6tx6!, with double wood
roof, Two bo three weeks old. {Also a
trail from NW to Bk

A/1-61, at XD69B39%L, found one bridge
across & gorges Seven bo eight feeb -
wids, 15 feet long, made of inberwaven

bambooe GCould support any two~atheel

vehicle or towed artillery pleces. Also

found a footbridge.

A/1-61, at EID7752L1, found numerous

bunkers and sigos of roscnt activibye

Also, ab XD36923h, found more bunkers .
and a bicycle tlree. : . ——

&/1~61, at XD69039L, found a bridge 7
' feet wide and 20 feet long. Reinforced
- to hold large trucks. '

7

”?“\\‘

e i r?.‘ i e S N oML h .;‘I‘“ PR ) . [
Af1-61, at XD69039L, found enother bridge
7 feeb wide and 1L feet long.

JTU I S

e

A/1-61, ab XD70B392, found three I~shaped
burkers, 51x3! with bamboo topse

A/1-61, at XD7L63%L, found an old bunker
complex made of logse. Inside found one NVA
gas mask (fairly new) and one ChiCom grenade
{0ld). Destroyede

A/1-61, at XD708393, found an old bunker

DECLASSIFIED
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Tnelosure 11 (Intelligence Spobt Reports) to Letter, Headquarters,
1gt Battalion (Mechanized), 6lst Infantry, subjects: Cormbat After
Action Report (Task Force REMAGEN IT), dated 29 May 1969,
{Continued)s

DATE TIME INCIDENTS

17 April 2315 HHG/1~61 reporbed one man approximately 50
meters cubt from TFR CP perimeter. T1lumination
fired. DNegative resulics

18 fApril 020 HHG/1-61 spotted one men on perimeter of ITR GCF.
TMred M-79 with negative resulbse.

18 April 0105 HHC/1-61 reported one man on west odge of perimeter '
of TFR CP, Fired M-16 and M-79 with negative
results.

20 April 1800 A/1-77 spotted six to seven individuals at
¥PB1527L. Called in artillery fires with nsg—
ative resulis. .

20 April 2055 2/7 ARVN heard and saw some movenent 300 meters
) south of its perimeter ab XD862376.

20 April 2128 TFR OP, ab XD818356, had trip flare set off ont—
side of perimeter. Slso sighted lights 100~200"
N meters oube M-79 fired with negative resultse
22 April 1420 A/1-61, at ¥DB65238, XDOTL22T7, and XD87L225, -
found two bunkers Lixhixst, one bunker 2¥xltxlif,
one bunker 2'xliixh?!, respectively, Also found
one ChiCom grenade. Destroysda

22 April 1650 2/7 LRVN, at ¥DB15392, and XDB17386, ra-
spectively, found fiwve old caves and threes old
bunkers, and two old hoochesa

22 April 1730 Af1L-61, at XDB602148, found two bunkers, 3txbr
and 2tx3'xh!. Roofs reinforced with logs.
Newly builb. Destroyed.

22 April 1800 2/7 ARVN, at XDBL7386, spotted three to eight
T NWA. Fired mortar and .50 caliber with negabive
resultse.

2L April 1815 FAG informed (/1-61 of three NVA in the open
a2t XD8L2376. FAC fired WP rockebs with negative
resulbs. .

o5 April 0330 2/7 ARVY, at XD788358, received mortar and RPG
fire followed by ground attack.

25 april oL30 4 /77 3rd Platoon with ARVN at XD780358, re-
ported taking RPG and morbar fires

25 spril  OSLS

Results of Gontact on Fire Support Bases 33 NVA
-+~ KTAy Captured maberialss 12 -AK-L7s; Ly RPG—2—
(D=li0) Lounchors; 1 RPG-T (B-41) launcher; 2SG-L3.
uachircoinss L 8GeL3 mount; L bangalors torpedog
100 {Xl7 mapazines; 10 REG~2 (B=UO% rounds; 300
satolwel charnoeg 50,CkiCom grenades; and 6 RPGT
(Dehl) roundae A1l NVA KIAs had nunber sewn on
18Ft pocket, v0e e H03015/40-20, Botbom number
same in all cascs. Top nunber differed only in
Jast two or three digilbse
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Inclosure 11 {Intelligence.@pot ‘Report) to Letter, Headquarters,
1st Babtalion (Mechanized), 6lst Infantry, subject: Combabt After
Aetion Report (Task Forece REMAGEN IT), dated 29 May 1969,
{Continued).

DATE TIM®E INCIDENTS

25 April 0605 A/1~61, at XD7SL362, received two RPG rounds and
one 82mm morbtar round,

i 27 April  O7LO  2/7 ARVN and 1st Plaboon A/1-77, at XD819379, had
": a mlne command detonmated in front of the lead
vehicle, They spotted one man and fired em him,

27 April 0835 A/1=T77 platoon with ARVN, at XDB19379, found one
NVA KIA and theg wire on the command-~detonated minea

27 April 08L5 2/7 ARVN, abt XD819379, rsported two NVA KIA wear-—
ing pith helmeits, light khakis, web gear, one full

) packas One AK-LT7, one RPG-2 (B=h0) launcher, wire

2 and blasting ¢sp, generator, and four T-Ll minese.

= 27 fpril 0955 Scoubts 1~61 feund two T-hl mines, 100 meters
ahead of last mine and downed vehicle. " Command.
Z detonated. Destroyeda

27 April 12h0 2/7 ARVN, at XD799358, found 30 old caves, fox—
holes and 2-man positions, Apnroximately a
company=-size position. Had been used in the last

few days.

. 27 April 1310 2/7 ARVN at XD799358, had onc trip flare set off
' in front of Scoubts and two in front oi‘A[/l—?T.

) Scouts spotted man and fired on him. 1-77
saw two dogse

+ 28 April 0309 Af1-61, at XDELNL3T2, received ground atback
- with SAF and PG fire from an estimated company
s {reinforced),

o 28 April 1030 2/7 ARVN, at XD834392, spotted enemy in trees along
stream, Took under fire, Resulbtss: Four NVA KIA,
two AK-L7s and one fieldphone captured.

28 April 1100 Resulbs of A/1-6L contact: 26 NVA KIA (Team
ALPHA; L NVA KIA (Team ARVN): L NVA KBA3; with 15
= AK-h7s {with folding stocks); 1 RPD 1IMG; 2 RPGw2
i- {B-LO) launchers; 7¢é RPG rounds; 19 60mm roundsg
16 rifle grenades; 3 bangalore torpedees; 300
pounds of explosives, and 2 ChiCom medical kits.

3
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3 Tnclosure 12 (Logistics) to Letger, Headquarters, lst Battalion
= (Mechanized), 6 st Infantry, subject: Combab After Action Report
: (Task Force REMAGEN IT), dabed 29 May 1569 -

L. {C) CGeneral:

2. Personnel average daily strength for Task Force REMAGEN ILy

(1) Average daily strength during the period 1108CCH April
1969 to 15120CH Aprdl 1969 was TU3a

(2) Average daily strength during the period 151200H April
1969 to 20120001 April 1969 was 549

R TE A

(3) Average daily strength' during the period 2012000 April
1969 to 2921LSH April 1969 was ThFe

be Organizaticn for Loglstics: Tab 4 to Ineclosure 12 to Cambab
Afber fAction Reportes

ce A1l resupply was accomplished by aire Aerial resupply
missions were Fflown to Task Force REMAGEN II daily by United States
= " Marine Corp and 10lst Airborne Division helicopters (primarily CH-L7%s).
- Daily wesupply: Tab B to Inclosure 12 To Combat After Action Reporbs

ds Medical Support: Tab C btoc Inclosure 12 %o Combat After Action —
Reports .

: 2. (C) Summary of Resupply Problemst

- 2e The logisbical problems encountered by Task Force REMAGEN fXI
were complex and varied, The initial problems regulted when the Task

N Force received a major task organization change imediately afbex

. arriving in the area of operationse. This task orginization change

- reswlbed in the battalion field trains being tasked to provide suppord

for four maneuver companies, bwo artillery batteries and the Task Force

Headguarterss The logistical requirements of the reorganized Task

Force were almost double those anticipated when the battalion btrains

were organized, One of the nagor difficulties derived from the lack

of necessary equipment was aerial resupplys Fuel bladders, walber

_ bladders, and cargo nets were the most critical items, altrgugh, initially,

: there were not enough aircrait aveillable ©o déliver the required

: fuel and resupply items, even if the bladders and slings had been

availasble, Resupply operations were hindered considerably when

) Vandegrift Combat Base was subjected to an indirect fire atbback that

closed the logistical supply area for aboub seven hourss The

. logistical problems, especially those problems of a recccurring nature,

encountered in the forward area were extremely difficult to solve

due to the lack of a main supply roube or organic suppord aircraft

and the logistical operations did not shabalize until the F£ifth day

of the operations AL this time, the additional personnel and equipment

, neceasary to support the task force began bto arrive at Vandegrift

a Combat Dasee Additionally, logistical air support (CH-U47s) was
received from the 10lst Airborne divisions As a general rule,
priority cargo that was delivered to the loglstical supply point, and

_manifested the evening prior to the day it was needed, was deliverad

RO UE A Y il ty. ~ Taw availabllity of sireraft continued bo-be. g oo -
problem, however, as many priority reguests for parbs were delayed Ifram s
two to three days due to an inability to deliver repair parts from
the base camps of the 1st Battalion (Mechanized), Olst Infanbry and

s 1st Battalion, 77th Armor to the forward support area in one daye

Tactical vehicles frequently were deadlined for two or three days for

to be transporbed Lo the forward support area at Vandelrift Combat Basge
by vehlcle, In some cases, bactical operations were hindered by
imoperable vehiclas deadlined for parts, One UH-1D helicopbter made

CONFIDENTIAL
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: * Inclosure 12 (Loglstics) to ILetter, Héadquarters, lst Battalion
- {Mechanized), 6lst Infantry, svbject: Combat After Action Repord
(Task Force REMAGEN IX), dated 29 May 1969. (Continued) ’

o

availakle o the Sk on 2 daily basis would solve thess problems as
well as the problems of moving perscnnel, administrative paraphenalia
and mail that needs to be transporbed on an unschedulsd basise

be ILoss of, or damzge to, bladders, slings, and other squipment
was minimal, even thouzh the most freguently used method of resupply
was unit distribution, and waber bladders, as well as fuel bladders,
were deliversd to the maneuver elements on a daily basis. OF the two
waber trailers destroyed, che was destroyed by enemy fire, There wers
only five bladders destroyed during the endire operations

pr H"WHM,\ P ey

-

ce For an axmor or mechanized force to operate effectively when
resupply is being accomplished totally by alr, maintenance requirements
must be congidered as critical. Otherwise, the mission of the task
forece may be jeopardized due to the lack of necessary repalr pariss
fact that logisbtical air support must be more responsive than would
normally be required for supporb of a pure Infantyry unit was apparent
from the beginning of the operation,

e wu

The

L.
5
—

" 3. (C) Compiletion of Logistics: .

ae DRationss

g

(26,112 meals)s

(@) Sunary Packs: 50.

? - —(3} One 'ﬁat meal wa.s fe'd:'“‘ aily to an énférage of 530 personnele
é; be POL: H‘ B Hi;, e
= (1) MOGAS: 7600 gallons.
; (2) Diesel: 285,800 gallonss
o {3) OE 10: .210 gallonge - B
;; i (L) CE 30: L30 gallonse
j: (5} OE 50z 530 gailon§.
? (6) ©O %0: 90 gallons. 7
4 (7) GaA: 60 gallons, 7 .
(5) Fydraulic Fluid: 71  gzallons,
T (SY Prake Fluid: 35 gallomse
ce HAumunitions
7 {1) BEB.56mm: 27,400 rounds.
I T e R e
(3) o50 caliber: U3,200 rcunds.
(11} LOmm (M79): 4,032 rounds. .
(5} ).pmm {(Duster): 256 :oz;nds.
- e {6) Hand Flares: 240, .
2 {7) Tragmanbation Hand Grohades: 5Lb.

=
[
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o Tnolosure 12 (Logisbics) to Letter, Ieadguarters, lst Battalion
(Mechanical), 6lst Infantry, subjects Combat After Acbion Heport
(Task Force HEMAGEN II), dated 29 May 19569, {Continned)

(8) 8lrms: L18 HE, 32 Tllumination and 15 WP,

(9} Le2~Tnch: 830 HE, 155 Illumination and 33 WP.

ST R e e e g

(10) 9Cnmz 156 HE, Th Canister and 22 WP

L

(1) 105mms: 1277 HE, 210 Illwmination, 80 WP and 86 Beehive.
(12) 155mm: SOOHE and Ui I1luminationa
(13) 8-Inch: LOO HE,

ds The following major assemblies were installed in the field:

(1) Engine: MI113a1 (1) and M5LE (1).

I

(2) Power Paclc: MIOGAL (1); MIOBAL (1); and MIO9AL (1).
(3) Transmission: M5L8 (2); M578 (1)s and MLBA3 (1) s

(L) Fipal Drive: MUBA3 (1) (This includes major suspension

L0t
‘!‘

- _System repair necessitated by anti-tank mine damagee) - ‘
7 s Tab Az Organization for TLogistics

i ; Tab B: Daily Resupply Lisbt

_ / Tab Gt Medical Suppart

-
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Tab A (Organization for Logistiecs) to Inclosure 12 (Logistics)
to Letler, Headquarters, lst Batbalion (Mechanized), Slst Infantry,

subjects

dated 29 May 1969,

1l {(C) GCombab Trains - Khe Sanh

| FPwW N

cmbab

Combat After Action Report (Task Force REMAGEN II),

Battalion Sk

RTO
RTO

Driver/RTO

Ammunition Ssction Chief

Driver
Dyiver
Driver
Driver
Driver

Resupply RTO

Battalion Surgeon
Bvacuation Ssrgeant
Medical Operations Assistant

Aidman
Aidman

Batbtalion Motor Sergeant
Batbalion Motor Officer

Senior
Senior
Senior
Sernd.or
Senior

Recovery Specialist
Recovery Speeialligt,
Recovery Specialist/
Track Mechanic
Recovery Specialist

Enginesr Equipment Repairman
Recovery Speclalist
Recovery Specialist

Track Mechanic

Track Mechanic

Track Mechanic

Track Mechanic

Track Mechanic

Base (YDOOOLSQ)

4. Headquarters Ssctions
CPT CHRISTIAN ish?
SP5 WILBURN 64B20
PIC MUNOZ 11820
PFC FARMER 63020

be Support Platoons
SGT KNIGHT &hcho
8Pl AVITA &hB20
SPl, RAMIREZ 64820
Sl BOOK &64B20
8Pl ERLLY 1aB20C
PFC SCHWARTZ 64B20
PFC HOTCHKISS &hB20

Ce Madical Platoon:
CPT MASTER 3100
SSG DARGER 91BhC
S5P5 BARLTIN 91C20
SP5 MC CORMICK 91B20C
SP5 LUTHER 91B20

de Maintenance Sections
MSG GUESS 63250
1LT FITZGERALD 152
SP5 SMITH 63030
SP5 ZIEGLER 63630
SP5 EILIOT 63C30
SP5 BOWERS 63C30
SP5 MILLER 63C30
SPl; BERQUIST 63020
3Pl BROWN 12470
SPl; BOYLE 63C20
SPly DODD 63020
8?1, PACINSKI 63020
SPl, CARAWAY 63020
Skl DANYLUK &3020

Ce Equipments

- M5T77 Command. Carrier__ . .. ...
M578 VTR )
M5L8 Cargo Carrier
M5L8 w/PCL Pods
M88 VTR from D/75th Spt-Bn -
ME88 VIR with Tm ARMOR
2 (C) Ficld Trains = Vandegrift C
a, Headguarters Section:

CPT LANGSTON
25T MOORE
SGT GREENWOOD

SPly NELSOM

1542
1sh2
iiBho

63C20

GO, Company D
X0, Compary D
Communications Section

Chief
Driver

CONFIDENTIAL
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nolosure 12 (Logistics)

Support Platoons

1LT HEATH

SGT MIFFLIN
SP5 ALLEN

SGT WATNWRIGHT
S5G RAMEY

SPl, SURRETT
SP}; MICHELT
SPl, TULLO

SPl; BALTEZORE
PFC BATIRD
&pl, FERCGUSON
SPl; COLLIER
SPly KASKY -

One Compary Mess Teana
Equipmente

M5h B-Ton truck
M5)3A2 5-Ton Wrecker
M151 f~Ton Truck .
M3T 37LL-=Ton Truck

DECLASSIFIED

Tab A {(Organization for Logistics) to T
to Letter, Headquarters, lst Batbtalion
) Cembat After Action Report (
. dated 29 May 1969, (continued)

15h2

6LClhO
6LB20
76840
11B4O
11B20
6LB20
6hB20
11820
6LB20
&LB20
6LB20
11R20

W UL

(Mechanized), 6lst Iufaniry,

Task Force REMAGEN IT),

Support Flatoon Leader
Truckmaster

POL Section

TABERS Clerk

Platoon Sergeant/Ammn Section
Driver

Disiwvar

Driver

Driver

Driver

Driver

Driver

Drivexr

{Critical Item)
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DECLASSIFIED



AHATATISSVTODHAd

L= ‘ .

Tgh B (Dally Resuprly) to Tnel
Combat After Aetion

subi ot

- DATE

11 Apr

- 12 bpr

13 hpr

1L dpr

15 fpr

| 16 Apr

17 jpr

EUSERL T T

[ ;‘ oy i

FUEL
(Consumption per
Dav)

Diesel

2500 gal

2500 gal

2500 gel.

3000 gal

3000 gal

Mogas

500 gel

00 gal

500 gal

1000 gal

500 gal

ogure 12 (L
Renort (Task Force REMAGEN IT

. ‘ ! Wﬁ “” i\"’ﬁ T N,MWIW i w;,v”‘ “’“H “

CONFIDENTIAL

oeigtics) to Letter, Headguerters, 1st Battalion

C~Rations
(Pallet =
120 casges

MTNTITON
(¥r of rds by
tyne per day)

1200 3

8lmms 108 6
S0ms: 40
105mn: 240
Pudr bags:
8 In,: 300

105mm:

400

4.2 dn, 400 10

g .+ 100 7
Pudr Bags: 300

4.2 dn.: 240

90mms 96

8lm: 60

,50 eal: 2000
105mm: 60

530 cal: 600

2

.50 calt
O0mm: 60
B1mm: 60

4000 3

CONFIDENTIAL
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y, dated 29 May 1969,

WATER

500

1,000 '

1,000

LUBRICANTS TRACKS
795 gal 164, track
. blocks for
M48A3
100 gal |
i : } ‘ : .
100 gal | 400 brack
‘Blocks for
M11443,
180 treck’
Blocks for
MA843
164 track
blocka
330 pal
100 gal

IO [T O e

TOTAL TONWAGE

&1,800

100,900

26,800

100,920

43,000

16,200
42,900

(Machanized), 6lst Wnfantry,

ATRCRAFT

(Required per day)

13
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CONFIDENTIAL .

Teh B (Daily Resupvly) to Inclosure 12 (Togisties) to Letter, Headquarters, lst Battallon (Mevhanized) 61st Inﬂ an'l:ry,
aubject: Combat After Action Report (Tagk Force RIMAGEN IT), deted 29 May 1969, (continued)

18 Apr 2000 gal 5000 pal  105mm: 240
Pwdr Bagg: 250
155mme 190

‘ 19 Mpr 1500 gal 500 gal Lo? ing: 240 150 VIR - 58,400
.f“‘ 156mm: 1500 blocks
~ Pwdr Rags: 200
-50 calt 1000 :
7.62rm: 1000 ‘ :

20 ppr 2000 gal gimm: 55 1,500 | 19,900 i
90mme 59 ‘
105mms 60

S N e

500 Preine and . : ’

2 fpr
transmission: 17,400

i 28,200

M11341

22 hpr - 155mm: 7R : 3 £00 - Fneine,

dAAIS SV’IDE{d

2 hpr - 3300 gal 1600 gal ‘ 3 21,600

& % Jpr 500 gal  155mme 290 3 ‘ - 39, 500
25 fpr 3000 gal 5,56mm: 30000 ° Final Drive, 63,000
’ .50 ¢alt 20000 M11321

90rms 75 ;
7,620 12000

90mm: 39
.50 cals 3200 :

‘ 7.62m: 15000

‘ A0mms 256 i

” ‘ Slmme 300

= o ONFIDENTIAL
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Tab B (Dailv Resupuly) to Inclosure 12 (Logistdca) to Letter, eadomarters, 1st Battalion (Mscnanlzed) 6131; In
Combat After Aection Report (Task Force RRMAGHN IT),

subiect:

2% tpr 1000 gal

27 bpr 1500 gal

28 Apr

TOTAL

Tab B docs not show the meny small repalr parts, items of equipment and various small armg emminitions vhich wero j:;lacédé
within lareer aircraft loads, or vice versa. Also one hot meal daily to inelude sundry itoms which were plaged, kon i

varlous airerefis,

26,800 gal 7,600 gal

GONHDENT!AL

datad 29 May 1969,
155m: 160 1,500

mnaine,
- M11341

260
55

105mms
4i? In,e

.50 cals
7,62!1]111: 52800
7.62mm: 18000
A0ms 350

Blmms 432

MI8ALs 36
Trip Flare:
L.312¢

20000

34 6,500 gal

CONFIDENTIAL
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~ P CONFIDENTIAL®

Tab ¢ (Medical Support) to Inclosure 12 (Logistics) to Lottor,
Headquarters, lst Batialion (Mechanized)s 6lst Infantry, subject:
Combat ATter Bction Reporbt (Task Force REMAGEN IT), dated 29 May 1969

1. (G) Medical personnel in direct support of Task Force REMACEN IX
congisbed of the Battalion Surgeon, lst Babtalion (Mechanized)s

6lst Infanbry, and four medics: one 51020 (doctors assigtant), two
91120 (field medic), and one 91BLO (evacuation sergeant)s. The Forward
aid sbation worked from an armored personnel carrier (M].l3A1) and a
GP small “ent. Bach line company was supporbed by five medics,

2. {(C) There were 150 total patient visitss A complete swmary of
sndividusl patients breated by the babialion aid station, forward,
from 10 April 1969 to 28 April 1969 is as follows:

INTTIAL VISITS TOTAL NUMBER OF
oo- Tl ... PATTENT VISTTS

Diarrheal Dissase
Respiratory Discage
Dermaboligical Disease
FUo

Dental Problems
Veneraal Digease

EENT _
Fragmentation Wounds
Cephalgia ' '
Dressing Change
Sprains

Burns )
Concusaion
Minor Injuries
Lower Back Pain
Insect Bites
Hernia
Constipation
Major Laceration
PFractures
Ingrown Nall
Gaostroenteritis

Wt

HULW QW0 ~0ORWERDD

2
15
38

=

i ‘
NMHHHWEWW S

& -
o‘mpuwwwrwgpﬂuowﬂmmrm

ows =T

32, (C) Despite almost daily amblent temperatures in excess of 100°
¥, only one case of heat fatipue was sustained in spproximately five
hundred and btwenty mene

he {C) There were fourieen cases of Falciparom malaria reporied
Ffrom Task Foroe REMAGEN IL, Eleven of these cases gave history of
irregular use of both Ghloquui.ne-Pr:'mmquine and Dapsone. The
Following is a broakdown by uwnibts:

2. lst Battalion (Mechanized), 6lst Infantry (290 personnel)s
10 casese

b, Company A, Lst Battalion, 77th Armor (70 personnel): 2 cascsSe

Ce lst Blatoon, Compamy A Thth Englneers Be:.nforz-ed) (33
personnel): 2 casese.

5, (C) Tuwo cases of gonorrhea reported were men returning from out-
ofwcountry B&R cenbers and responded readily to peniieillin therapys
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T ¢ (Medical Supporlt) te Inclosure 12 {Logistics) bo Letter,
Headquarters, lst Battalion (Mechanized}, 6lst Infantry, subjects
Combat After Action Report (Task Force REMAGEN IL), dated 29 May 1969
(continued)

6, (C) There were 19 medivacs flown carrylng a total of 123 patients
{17 KHA, 90 WHA, 16 nonhostile injuries)s MNedivacs were flown to
either Company By 75th Suppert Battalion, lst DBrigade, S5th Infantxy
Division (Mechanized), at Gamp Red Devil or 3rd Marine Division Field
Hospital at Dong Ha Combab Basee There were ten patients that did not
require evacuation and were treated successfully in the field.

7. (0) TField sanitary discipline was maintained on a high level
with the deily burning of trash and garbage and the burning or burying
o.f.‘ human fecese

8. (C) BDathing was encouraged in the clear, quick rurming streams in
“the area.

9. (G) Tocal streams supplicd an easily accessible source of water
and supplied Ffifty to sixty percent of our daily drinking watere. This
waber was rendered potable by use of caleium hypochloribte and waber
purification tablets. Daily untoward effects and diarrheal disease
was kepb abt a minimum., Potable water was also flown in from the rear
arcass

10, {(C) PFreventive dentdstry paste was distributed to all companies
to prevent oral dissase and reduce non-effectiveness from these

conditionsse -

a1, (o) Medicalr plana of support were capsble of handling the amount
and types of casualbles oceurring during the operabion of Task Force
REMACGEN II.

12, (C) A complete inventory of supplies used by the battelion aid
station, forward, and company aidmen is as followss

ITEM ‘ : SUNIT AMOUNT
Varidase tablet 15
Tetracaine opthalmic ointment tube 1
Benadryl, 50mg capsnle 2L
Ornade Spansule © Teagsule 12
Compazine cazsule ho

B - 2 ounces
Tedral "~ bablet Lo
Cortisporin Cpthalmic Ointment tube 3
Hydrocortisone Cream tube

Robaxin, 500mg _ bablet 1500
Cascara Scgrads tablebt L
Fugenol bottle 1
Chicroquine-Primaquine tablet 1500
Dapsone tableb 10,500
Calcium hypochlorite ampule 500
Water Purification tableb 3,000
Procaine Penicillin unit el mil
Blcallin B RN 1oty ~CPRPIRRRS € 5 1) = A . —
Benadryl injecitzbhls anpule 1
Epimophrine tuba 1
Morphine Tavtabe syrette 16
Ringers Lactate - -kiter 1
Daxvon Compound 65 capauvle 200
Dacibracin Ointment " bube i0
Tetracycline HCL tablet Lo
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Tab ¢ {Medical Support) to Inclosure 12 (Togistics) to Lebier,
Headquarters, lst Babtalion (Mechanized), 6lst Infantry, subjects

1 "‘H RN [1 HI!M ERE

Combat After Action Report (Task Force REMAGEN IT), dated 29 May 1969

(continued)
ITEM UNET AMOUNT
= Aerosporin bottle 2
= Donnatal tableb 75
- Fhenergan L oz,
£ V Cildin K, 250mg - tabklet 600
= Furacin Olntmenh Jaxr L
= Hydrogen Peroxide ping 8
= Vioform HC Ointment tube 10
= Polycillin, 250mg capsule 80
_ Zactirin Compound tablet 500
S Dimebtapp tablet 500
= ASA 150
= Polymagma, tablet 50
= Salt bablet 30,000
* Probathine tablet Lo
= Zinc Oxide ~tube L
APC bablet 200
b Pobassium Permanganate table® 12
& Tinactin Drops bobtle 2
= Krell Cream tube 1
c 5% Dextrose 1iter iz
= Phisohex gallon 1 -
e 70% Isopropyl Alcohol gzllon 2%
= Vescodene quart 1
Dressing T 60
= Dressing hxh n/s 210
o Dressing 2x2 n/s 72
Dressing T2x2 sterile U8
Dressing hxl, sterile 120
Bandaids 50
=N Adhesive Tape 2 ine. roll 2
Adhesive Tape 3 in. roll 3
= Paper Tape "1 in, roll 10
& Paper Tape 3 din, roll 3
E Ace Bandage __roll T ik
= 6 ine Kerlex roll 20
= Steri Strip pack 2
= b om0t Nylon Subure pack L
_ Sylocaine " bobitle 1
= 20 gage needles 2¢
= syringes _5ee 20
= Cotton Tipped applicator “3120
: IV Set-Up 13
= Litter 6

EEERIN
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o CONFIDENTIAL (Unclassified upon removal of basic correspondence) -
- FIRST ENDORSEMENT on 1st Brigade, 5%h Infantry Division (Mech) Repwit
AVBL<C of 21 Sep 1969
= From: Gesmanding General, 3& Marine Division (-)(Rein), FMF ‘

To: Commagnding General, U. S. Military Assistance Command , Vieﬁz;arn
o Via: (1) Gomnanding General, XXIV Corpsy Vietngm
= (2) Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force .
- Sub js Combat Operations After Action Report (Operation WILLIAM'S
= ‘GLADE ) '
Ref:  (a) MACV Dir 335-8 °
T to Readdressed and forwarded in accordence with reference (a).

2s Gontents noted, no action degmd necessary.
g (. & Bartuien
- — " Wo Eo B KB AU
= By direction - B
= DOWNGRADED AT 3-YEAR INTERVALS; Copy No._7 of [ Gopies
o DECLASSIFIED APTER 92 YEARS . . - COM¥FIDENTIAL
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DEPARTITENT OF THE ARMY -
He, lst Infantry Drigade, 5th Infanivy Division (Mech)
APO San Francisco 96477

AVBL--C 21 September 1969

SUBJECT:  Combat After Action Report = Operation William's Glade y 12
July 1569 - 26 July 1969,

THRU: Commending General
3rd; Mdarine Division
FPO 96602

THRU: Commanding General
XTIV Corps
APO 963
THRU: Commanding General
III Marine Amphibious Foroces
FPO 96602 '
T0: Commander

United Statos Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
ATIN: MAG J343 '

1. (v) , AND 0 TION:
a. NAME: Willien's Glede
b. Type: Search and Clear

wo (U) DATES OF OPIRATION: 121200H July 1969 to 260600H July 1960,

3, (U) LOCATION: From tho Dong Ha and Quang Tri Combat Base areas (YD 2650)

southwest to the Mal Loo area and south to the Ba hong Valley.

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
DOD DIR 5200,10
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Wllllams s GL clud .
from LZ Sharon to the forward CP at LZ Pedro and to the units operating

DECLASSIFIED

AVRI~0 R e s 21 September 1969
SURTEGT: f‘ombat Afo’-= “Lctlon Repc t - 0pe atlon Wi ll:.am s Glade, 12

July 1969 = 26 July 1989,

4¢ (U) CONTROL HEADGUARTERS: lst Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry
Division (Mec' Yo : ,

5. (U) UNIT GOVMANDERS:

Commanding Officer, lst Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry Division
(Mech): COL John L. Osteen, Jr.

Commanding Officer, lst Battalion (Mech), 6lst Infantry:
LTC David B, Harilgan.

_ Commanding Officer, lst Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment, Brd Marine
Division: LTC C. E, Wilcox,

6. (G) TASK ORGANIZATION:

Tagk Force 1—61 1-1.. Mar:.nes

1-61 Inf (¥ech) (-1 Go)
A4-12 Cav

A/1-11 Inf -
2 teams, P/75th Inf

1 team, 407th RRD

7, (U) SUPPORTING FORCES:

g Helicopter Support

' (l) Dur:.ng 't.he perlod 12 July tom 26 July 1969 the Brigade
lew o total of 64 hours in suppert of Operation

~The missions flown included daily resupply flights

in the field. Aircraft from the Brigade aviation section were used
extensively for command and control and v:.sual reconnaissance by the
battallon and company commanders.

PR
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- 21 September 1969

Villiam's Glade, 12

Y X e} o 1
By el o

SUBJECI: Combat fboy Action Reporh -
July 1969 - 26 July 1969.

i

pezatior

(1) Tho Prigade TiCP provided the forward air controllers.
The ¥ilPs from the 0th Teetiecal Lir Support Squadron were in the air or
on alert atatus 24 hovrs a day. ‘ ’ :

(2) There were no TPQ's flown during Operation Williamts Glade,

ce Artillery Support:

(1) The 5th Battalion, 4th srtillery was in direct support of
the lst Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mech) with priority of
fires from A and G Batteries to the task force operating in William!s
Glade 40, Battery L, 4th Battalion, 12th Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine
Division was in general support - reinforeing the 5th Battalion, 4th

tillery. o : :

(2) Sumary of Artillery Missions:

BATTERY ~  MISSIONS HE ILL WP SMK  TOTAL
A/5-4 krty T 327 993 52 4 1049
G/5-4 Lrty 296 1448 35 118 1601
L/4-12 Regt (Marine) _22 103 8 _4 125
TOTAL ' 645 2544, 53 174 4 2775

8 (0) DNTELLIGENCE:
a. Informatbion Available Prior to the Operations

(1) Prior to Opecration William's Glade extensive patrolling
wos done by Zrmy Rangers and Marine reconnaissance units in the proposed
orca of operations. Thase intelligence gathering units produced no
indieations that enemy forees -were operating in strength in the area.

(2) Elements of the Guang Ha Committee were believed to be
located southwest of the Ba Long River, This committee takes its name
from the ares in which it serves (Quang Tri - Dong Ha). The primary
mission of the committee is politicel in nature. It is designed to
serve as the governing body for the Quang Tri - Dong He area in the
event of a National Liberation Front victory. Currently committee
members gerve as guides for enemy propagandists sent to proselytize
Vietnamese civilisns in the Brigade's £0.

LR
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LRI o - e 21 September 1969
ST3JECT:  Combat Aft.r Aetion Report - Operation William's Glade, 12
July 1969 -~ 26 July 1759.

(3) 4lthough their mission ai present is to supply food for
the 5th Company, 27th Battalion (indep) located in the Mai Loc area,
units of the 7th Front in Base frea 101 and NVi elements infiltrating
from Laos; the committee also has a limited tactical capability; The .
committes is believed to consist of approximately 200 peopley 60 of
whon carry arms and normally operate in groups of five to eight.

This unit is oquipped with AK-47's, SKS's, RPG's and 60 mm mortars
and has the capability of harassing friendly troops by direct fire,

(4) Intelligence indieated the enemy would avoid deecisive
contact., Heavy engagements would be too costly to enemy forces and
would further restriet their northeast - southwest activity along
two mojor trails: YD 181480 to YD 239530 and YD 210480 to YD 266550.

(5) A1l of the above information was obteined from saptured
decumonts and interrogation of PW's. : ‘

b. Terrain Analysis: The terrain in 40 William's Glade is char-
acterized by small hills and valleys covered with brushwood averaging
three to five feet in height. Ficlds of {lIro owtand 150 to 400 meters
from the tops of these hills. /fn extensive trail network facilitates
tracked vehicle movement. However, shallow streams in gulleys up to
12 feet deep with thick hedgerows restrict cross country vehicle
movenent and provide concealment for foot movement. Vegetation below
horizontal grid line 45 is characterized by undergrowth and jungle
CoNOPY . .

. c. Enemy Contacts: During Operation Willilam's Glade enemy forces
in the arca avoided contact. The only enemy initiated acts were a ten
round nortar attack agoinst a night defensive position and the emplace—
roih of @ 105 mm HE round as a mine. The mine was detected by frmy
engineers and destroyed in place. US forces initiated contact on two
oceasionss A day patrol engaged two NVA on al trailj both NVA fled to
safety. A night ambush engaged and killed one NVA,

9, {C) MISSION: The lst Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mech) : g
(reinforeced by lst Bn, 4th Marine Regiment) conducted search and clesr
operations in the area east of Highway 558 and west of QTCB. (See
Operation Overlay, Inclosure 1).

L
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SUBJECT: Combat After iction Reporb — Operation William's Glade s 12
July 1969 - 26 July 1969, ' '

10. () GONGEPT OF OPERATION: From 12 July to 24 July 1969 elements
of the 1st Infantry brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mech) with lst

s

Battolion, 4th Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division under its GFCCT.
conducted a joint cperation in the area east of Highway 558 and west
of.' QTCB. From 24 July to 26 July 1969 elements of the lst Brigade in
coordination with 3rd Marine Division and ARVN forces conducted a
search and clear operation and estatlished a cordon to provide security
for the departure ceremony of the 9th Marine Regimental Landing Team,
Bi)'d Marine Division on 25 July 1969, (See Operation Overlay, Inclosure
R)e

11, (C) EXECUTION: During Operation William's Glade elements of the
1st Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mech) (Reinforeed) con-
ducted multiple search and clear operations, day patrols, and night
ambushes. The following is a chronological list of significant ewventss:

| 13 July 1969:

ae 4/1-4 Morines uncovered a well comouflaged platoon patrol
base with a small harbor for rivercraft at YD 250553.

b. Df1-L Marines apprehended a female Vietnamese without an
1D card. She was evacuated to IPW at Red Devil; she was interrogated,
reclassified and released as an innocent civilian,

15 July 1969

75 A/7th-Engineers found a 105 mn HE round that was'enployed as
a mine in the-road ot YD-257485. The round was blown in place.

t. 1: B/1-6l Inf (Mech) found a. bunker complex-at YD 137482, The
comiplex- contained a medical station,”underground mess), ‘and five oné=
pan - fighting holes. ~.The complex was ‘desbroyed, - i - 2 om0 A

3 .

,‘ .3§ July 1969

i, AR -ambush péirol»froﬁ 3/ B/

DECLASSIFIED

T, AQJ!@eﬁtmber 11969

| 24 Varings, located &b T 17LSL,
" engaged. and killed one NVA with small arms fire.
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STPI-C

: SUBJECT: Gombat After Adtion Repor‘b -

July 1969 - 26 July 1969, T

” b, A&t 1920H B/le} Marines; located at YD 174427 received eight

- to ten 60 mm mortar rounds and small arms fire from the east. There were

- no friendly casualtles.

— -19 .Iuly 1969

- A/l-ll Inf found a cnmplex of seven b(mkei‘s at YD 141510. They

A/l-ll Inf returned to LZ Sheron and ended their partlclpatlon o

N = mmia i e e e - . - i

in Opera'blon Williomfs Glades . ——r

’I.‘F 1—61 ;nfl in con;junctn.on with Mor:.nla :ind ARVN f&z‘kces, cons
dueted a search and clear operation. FPurpose was to clear and

secure the area for the departure ceremony of the 9th Marine Regimental
Londing Team, 3rd Marine Diwiston at Guang Irl ot 25 July 1969, The mission

was completed af 2606001-1 July 1969.

12. (0) }LE_SHLLS__

: (1) 'Pei‘scrmnel:v' KIA, = 0
S > : WIa(E)=- ©
- \ WIA(M)- ©
() votorials Voo CEASSIFIED
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21 VSeptemjperx; 71969

SUBJECT:

Comba®

kotion Roport, Opeyation William's

: m's Glade, 12

(2) Matorial Losses: TWG =0
: CSWC = O

= seven - AK=/47 magazines

- o one « 105 mm HE round

) .. Duc to terrain and weather, it was not possiblé fa ground |
troops to search all areas where artillery missions were conducted.:
o . i f '

= d. There were no supplies of US orgin found during this operation.

13 (C) ADMINISTRTIVE MATTERS:

- ~ ai  Supply: ,Ddr.ilzig_'Op'eré.i-:.i;b_ﬁ?w:i;ﬁ:iém'fs'W(:‘rirzigé , there were 47 air=
1ifts (POL, water, and ammunition), for a total weight of 99,575 1bs.
There were no logistical problems encountéred during this operation,
" There were no sighifidant meintemance problems
ion, e 777

.~ c. Medicel: TheTe were four friendly non hostile “casualties
(heat gxliau'stion) . B

d. ' Personnel: There were no problems encountered in maintdining
unit stPemsths during this operation. The high loss of Brigade personnel
during this period duc to DEROS was. offset by the replacements who
orrived in late June and early July, ’

oo GivAl [ffeive: e lst Infantry Brigads, 5th Infentry Division =
(Meeh) onpinued its support of the GVN Quang Tri Province Accoclerated L
Pacifieation Progham 1969 and the Refugee Resettloment Program (Phase II). s

MO

.. (U) SPECIAL HUULDMENT AND TECANIQUES: Nome

P e o ,umng W“Y ey ‘EF‘ ey T w

DECLASSIFIED

b e e e g e e



DECLASSIFIED

- 155 (C) COMMANDREMS ANALYSIS: Although there were minimnl enemy contacts
during Operation William®s Glade; the operation was successful in that:

' a. It denied or impsded foverieht of ‘WVA/VC from the Mal Loc area
: ‘71nto ‘populhted areas for rice and.during the operation stopped the

E 1aﬁ.ndh1ng of Tockets from the area of operation inbo QICE,
_fi b. TH provided an excellent training - ebiolo for the Lot large number
- oi' new personnel who came to the unit in early July as a vesult of the
= Brigadels DEROS losses. —————
16. (U) RECOMMENDATIONS: None

( { C} 1 . .\.-‘ N /\J /.,,..Qjﬂ»q ——‘l ({/:f.»'(,/f.f_
: . o ___ JOWN L. OSTEEN, JR. .-

: ' ,GQ,J;O@;L, ;nfantry

-Commanding
: Ihelosures’ i
/I w Operation OVerlay [
/2 - Operation Overlay ' - {
: DISTRIBUTION: Special o ;
- 9 - 3rd Mar Biv

ot
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