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FIRST PlIDCRSEMENT an CO 3d Marine Begimsnt 1tr 31reD/. 3480 Serial 
No. OO.3.Al5369 of 2 June 1969 

From: 
'loa 
Via: 

Canmanding General, 3d Ha.rine Division (Reill) F.!F 
Commanding General, U oSo M:Uitar;r Assistance Command j Vietnam 
(1) Camnanding General, XXIV Corps 
(2) Camnanding General, m Marine Amphibious Force 

Subj : ~ation Maine f"!i.., Canba.t A:f.'ter Action Report 

I. Readdrel!Jsed and forwarded in accordance nth reference (r). 

2. Contents noted with following remarks, 

a. Opention officially commenced on 1, March vice 10 March 19690 

be Official Division SITREP Cum:u1ative Losses (both Men41yand 
fmelllT) dU'fer !raft Atter Action Report Results, paragraph Ill, page 18 
8.D.~ should be adjusted as tollowBt 

Rzr e."-1 RfSv,ft:> 
. FRmIDLY LOSSES 

(1) USMC 
Ca> 17 KIA viee 16 ru 
Cb) 97 WIA.(E) vice 103 l-ITA(E) 
Cc) 7 wrA(M) viae 10 WIA(M) 

(2) USA. 
Ca> 4 KIA vice 3 IIA. 
(b) 28 WIA(E) vice 23 'WIA.(E) 
(c) 2 wn(H) vice' 6 WIA(M) 

Em!XI LOSSES 

·dr 
, .. : U I., h n U i V ~.J l; r i L (. 

i BT# 2203 6~ L: ._ "~,~,, ... ,~. ~ ..... 

(1) Personnel - 1,7 NVA KIA. nee 95 NVA KIA. 

(2) Weapons 
(a) 21 CSWC vice 15 csro 
(b) 414 lWC vice 340 IWC 

f'C'OPY:/ COpy IP OF 15 d 'C'OPIE'S 

. SER: __ _ 

~I{A~r;;: -=-:----__ 
-- Hi direction LanfMrG[$J~~J~nfElDJ' 

-

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

3rd Marine Division 
Command Chronology 

• 
Enel SA After Action 

Tab A 3rd Marines 
Tab B 4th Marines 

w/lst End. 

Reports, from Marine & USA Elements 
Combat After Action Report, Operation Maine Crag, w/lst End. 
Combat After Action Report, Operation Purple Martin, 

Tab C 4th Marines Report, Subj: Marine Corps Matters in Connection with 
Operation Purple Martin 

Tab D Department of the Army, 1st Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry Division 
(Mech) Combat Operation After Action Report(Operation Task Force 
Remagen),w/lst End & 2 Annexes Tabs E & F 

Tab E Department of the Army, 1st Battalion, 77th Armor Combat Operations After ~ 
Action Report(Operation Maine Crag>, w/9 lncls: 
Inel I Area of Operations Overprint 

2 Operation Order 3-69 
3 Frag Order #1 to Operation Order 3-69 
4 Overlay Issued With Verbal Order on 26 Mar 69 
5 Frag Order #2 to Operation Order 3-69 
6 Frag Order #3 to Operation Order 3-69 
7 Frag Order #4 to Operation Order 3-69 
8 Frag Order #5 to Operation Order 3-69 
9 Resupply & Mqintenance Statistics 

Tab F Department of the Army, 1st Battalion Mechanized, 61st Infantry, 
1st Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mech)Combat Operations 
After Action Report <Operation Task Force Remagen II), w/12 Incls: 
Incl 1 Map Overprint 

2 Initial Disposition of Task Foree 
3 Frag Order 115 
4 Frag Order #16 
5 Frag order f17 
6 Frag Order #18 
7 Frag order #19 
8 Frag O~der 120 
9 Frag Order 121 

10 Plan for Post-Attack Pursuit of the Enemy on 28 Apr 69 
11 Intelligence Spot Reports 
12 Logistics 

TAb G Department of the Army, 1st Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry Division 
(Mech) Combat Operations After Action Report (Operation Wi11iam t s 
Glade), w/l End; & 2Incls: 
lncl 1 Operation Overlay 

2 Operation Overlay 
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• 
:'Jl:,,~,,~~~r _ _ ~ 
Df'trIsion Rf~1n J ~ Fl·lF 
~..mci;;tco9f602 

2 ,J UN 1969 

l\11l1p a ViEttnat\!1l . 1;501'1000 ANEl ,!18e!l'iss L 7011}$ 
~h"~~:~.~ 6~~2 III~~\5j?42 :U~ 6342 IV, 624l I 
Div ~) 31(;iO~lD '.' .',., 
Wl", 3~, ~~:~ Div cp'. ~der 13",69 (~1a1ne C~ag) 
3rt lYXJ),:p1n ~,!l Op J?lan 3.",69 
3~, l\\.q:t'"~.n@~ Op ~~5"",69 

Enol r ,.-i(ll ~ ~.l!'i:r.t~s Op Plan 3",69 
f .. ' ! " ..... ~ ~ .. __ ~." .. Mow t.' 1 .. '.".·.·~· f!.,. 
_ 1..l b'!.' ., ... "" .::l._~~..:!!I! ~A~S. 1O;sI'~ 

'j.{ e·'~l CpGr,q,tlPt18 Ovil:} 
,.1~ l <11.1 Ar.i;;~~ Action Hap~~ (Task 

"!,Q £\~~,-,~'~~ltt:r; Maine Crag (S&a!'(:h 

'20 ~::~tt~~~~,~&= :tcJigioE t4ar~b to 021300H ~1a" 1969 

3" Location: th9V1etnam~ Sa11Gnt .. ~festG~n Quang'Tri 
~~ll1nCe:--aord$'tJ{iK1. on the '~ql?th pi llciute /19 11 on the. West 
nytl1e Xe Pon RiVOL-$ on thQ~ut;h b th~ Laotion BOl"d@ll.'"'9 
i:iiid totlieEiatg;~riei~all;i"'~lc€iii t-lliyiiOV~;:11iy~ 

............. ............... :,.:::":':::::::::,,,,:::,:::::;::::::::;::::::;:::::::,::::::::::,::::::::: 

3d, JYIa~lnGs (Rein) 
Hq 009 J4 M4rine3 (Fieli1) 
Ta.sk ForofJ R S1'llag en. 
1st Bn, 3d" J:.1a.1'lin@s 
2d Bn, ,,3d ~:tn.es 

··~1 "Bnt .34" 1'1'l:l,,,ine3 
. """"" 
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~:U lilt fu", 22th r'~ines W:!M3 ;tn direct support (DId) 
c,t t;;h~1d iiiJa.riTltls fOF o-peraii'i.9nMaL"'.I.e Orag". ':rba fol1owtng 
i1>i,G -. utl]"l,.ze"l 

1 () 5 EtQtir •. ~.·· 
-, 105 HQt;l 

~ :""fi !~?C7J. ~ J, .... ~ """l 

~ff Il/l2 «") ",,- ~.ii~ M{):t~ 

(z' Tho D./S .Ilr·till~t'1111al;.l~~loY~4 u~il'lg thf3 Fh"a 
Slio'port· 13 . (FSB) concept af._.!JPer&t1-t\n~ .. Five separate F3B1 s 
't4~i.,tt:;;ctlfig etad~ & oecuplad .durlng the .. O.OUl"'seof' this op""" 
~~.atton~ ItJ ol'deJ!!' to pr{)v1dl CO!ltinuol~la fire .SUppOl"t. to tha 
·~X!l:B.lltI":r in. a i,'aat moving t~_C:tj,f,Htlsita:ts,.t1Qno The. FSB (}4)U"" 

':ewt of ope~a.tlo~t, ii:1 not t.l.GlrltO tba3d ~r,;a~1naB or 1/12J'i and 
~;ra$ handl.eo. in a p~otesai.o:at(imanl1er with fewpl"'oblems o 

The toll&.d.n.g points -el"e saUetit and ahbLildb~- o{m81deJ:1'~d on 
fp):;;'Xf"0 c''00l''G.tl.ons ... 

~~) .All Btl"'Y rflbves should be eonsider:>sd as. 
'tac tical mOVes and .fragged as t·a~ tical lift50 This is con"" 
h!"al~V' to, current Division/Wing polioy; . howev.~ our 6nel'i''''' 
ienc~ ind.icates the Tact'.cal· FT>ag i.ll a fal'" sup0~ioraystsm 
~oii th regards to a Btry move~~iI~~ aupport of' e.n -Qperation" 

tb) The use of: the Fil"0 Support, Base Insp€let1(ltl 
and Reconnaissance Planningri"aparatlt)u mcl Qrga:nizat1on 
{FIRPPO) Team has pI'OVt3In to -~~ sxtrem.~ly be!lefi()ia~ and. t:bn~ 
<1\B.vihgi! and should be emplo'J11ct ":;,rh$i'1eV(l1'.l" p08sibl'3 o 

{c}TneZon~ ~~rp~etatlon Pla.nning ~Pl·aparatioai 
~"1d wex-flight (ZIPPO) Te&ll)dll selGct the proposed site for 
~. new' FSB.. The In:ran try aott1p~:my C0mIll~nder wi.!l normally be 
t~e fil"st one to act..ual11 '?nilk t-h<1 gr()w,~a. atthi':l propossd 
FSB" Rs 3Ihould make a de'!:;~i"lr~J:)~ltfon as to wl:u)th~ the i"J:'Dml.d 
lends 1tse'.!l.1" to the constrw:.rtJ.Qi':. of a J~SBll' ~"1.d report ttda 
iUl:'O to "he Heg:un.Mtal Comm.andel.~" This call eliminate much 
tL.lLrU~CeH3sa1"Y nerk .and save time: if' the proposed site cannot 
be de'1.al.(SPed In.t.c a FSB" 

!"1} At--nmuniti()D resllP'l)l::r o1':01i,U;o J:i'SBts·was a. 11ll'1i.t-
'L"1g rae1:,ci" thl1>oughout thla ~li;tlon~· 'i1!hisia a continuous 
Dsotila'"!!. inh~ent ~ ... n. tb.i~ t:ype c.r Op@l"Ei. tiQn~ 'l~d it is 1m.,.. 
:,..~i;r~~TiP thia limitation b~ OOr1_~~9.~~~ lEltalJ. _:tevels5'£ planw 
n1n <:f p~io1" to and ch~G'ing tho: .... pp6l"'at~~rl!! ~ The .foll.owtilg points 
o,!,~ (iift"er~ tc)1!' eWH;id~at16ng~,,,,. _€_ 
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theAiOtillaFY~~: C=d~~ ~=:n:!n:3~t!.:t!~~a~~d o~~,r;:!~n 
e.t;pel"'iQ!1Gl) and the Pl!iB~lt tactical situation bl of: the heavy 
11ft eopte~sg needed on a daily basis to resuppl~ his BnQ ' 
The l1ACt~ knowing it's overall e.ommitment.s@a!l deteI"mine to-'1mat 
.e~tGnt.thel, ":1111 be able to suPp~r't; the 8ubjoot opeI"ationo 

(b) The Artillery Bn Commander will establish 
prioritie$ for resupply and these must be adh6~ed to by th0 
G .... 418-4 and LSA person:nel~ T~eJ:>e WGl"S times on this opera"" 
tion when it e.pp~a1."ed that priorities from the field Wel"'e not 
honor ed (;) 

(0) Detailed planning must be accomplished at 
all level~ to ensure maximur~_ut111zatiQu of· heaVy 11ft asaatso 

(d) A minimum flcceptable ammunition. level must 
be esta.blisheds QUdwhen this point 1.2 :f!eaehed oIl,ly contact 
and active missi.ons will be firoo Q. . 

(e) Resupply of Qrtil1G~Y ammunition by p~a~ 
drop sh.ould be COllS idered only in an emergency ai-tuB. tions 
due to its inaccuraeies@ 

(4) It;tll worth noting that dUl"ing this op~ation 
tbe ARVN 10.$ B~ on PSB Toroh i!Hlf:f used .. to auppo;vt 2/3 
during a oi-itical pal"iod of time., The. 13t~i1 pe~.fo:Mnad ve~'Y 
walla and no problems were ~nco~atGred~ 

.. (,5) GsneIl'9.1 SUppol"t ArtilJ.~y was p:fbcvided by tlie 
following 1.ln:tta~ , I 

.1./3t 8i1 How Btry (SF) .... ifCB 
5th lSS GWl Btry (SF) ~ 'lOB 
24 Bn 94th (1.75) Field klfty (USA) ~ Calu 
ARVN lOS B~Y' ... FSB TONb 

(6) ~1t~Qa:o,t~".DiiRJ~€-~~9~ 

BTHI DATE FROM 
~ ~ ~ 

1st P:gtQV 

A/1/12 
0/1/'12 
0/1./12 
0/1/12 
lat Pvov 
Ali/J.2 
l!tt Pi!ov 

12~h 
15 ii1arcb 
15~b 
16 &~h 

. 11 M@.,r-ch 
18 M2.~h 
2,3 lw.ren 
26 M&-"ch 

'lOB 
EOB 
0 ... 2 
Oalu 
VCB 
F8B Cat~fl 
FSB Sn.pP@~ 
FSB Saigon 

TO -
FSB Oates 
]lSB Sn.apper· 
Calu 
VCB 
FSB Saigon 
FSB Saigon 
Fsa 3paxok 
FSB Sp~k 

IflED 
~ 
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• UiiCLASSlflED 

BTRY DATE - FROM 
~s -- --
0/1/12 6 ApFil FSB Saigon 
A/l/12 14 Ap~11 PBS Sp~k 
1st Prov 13 Ap:t-il FSB Spark 
W/l!l2 27 Ap:!:'!l Dollg Hs. 
0/1/12 (""') 29 April FSB lfuism.&l 
W/l/12 30 April FSB Gaucho 

. (1) Missionlfll( Operation Mama C;r;ag) 
"""V..~-==== = ~~"" ... '!X_ w '" ;;.~ ................ .,.,..~ 

OBS mWBS H&I -- """"""'" --
105 802 2611 1962 
1$5 1.32 373 64 

TOTAL 934 2984 -::-_~,20.26 

(8) 

HE .±l&. WE - ........ 
10,5 51,64? 140 23.30 
1'5; otJ138 48 299 ... 

TO!r .. ~ 57,780 18B 2629 

(9) If.~!Ji 

.WVA .... 36 va ..". 0 

'IOTAL 00 36 

TO ....... 
FSB Whisman 
FSB l-fQCllntock 
FSB McClintook 
FBB Gaucho 
FSB GauchQ 
veE 

1 o TAL 

5375 
569 

59J..t4 

TOTJlL 
~ 

5i!ll12 
. ,48,5 

608 597 

(10) Du:t"1:ng Opera tionMaine Cl?ag tire direotion. 
1-'Q'I}' all DIs Btryfg ~3a~e central:tzed with 1/12 FDC to a.ffaat 
better CCh."l tl"Ol and oooI"dinatio:n ...... Th~ Bri OF ll'ladethe .rol ... 
~Lowing diaplaoem.Gnts in ordertO!IH.tlJ1tain e1'fectlv~ controlg 

DATE 
-~ 

10 I-farch 
11 ltfu.r-ch 
1)14, Apl"il 

Pong Ha 
ves 
F'SB Saigon 

TO 
""""'" 
vaB 
FSB Saigon 
Iii 313 Whi. S!l'lliJ:l, 

(ll) FUiI$ Suppo~t {.wordlhation ~em,alned tb~ V'~3Pon~"" 
1b111 t;y o:t the 3d lJ!ar1nea FSCO .during tha entire 0pSl"B. tio:ue 
Gommun.iaat1ons w&re 9!!tablishad with b.1gbat", lower and &dja{H~n.t 
!.m.its tr;:; ensure reapoI1Siv$ FirIJ1LS'Qppol?i; a't\diElffact1ve ~cm:trolG 
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bo ~~.21ttt Opa~at:ton Maine Crag was supported 
by the a~ assets of the 7th A1~ Fo~a~ lOlst Air Cavalry, 
and 1st MAli. All A:1J:o Support requests w~e submitted through 
radio relay, telephone and TFH TACP radio net.. The l'I'l.ajoJ?ity 
of all Air Suppo~t was requested on a pre-planned basis with 
exceptions ro~ med8evac~ emerg~lcy TPQ~s~ and Close Air Sups 
porto The feedback on preplannad helo-suppo~t was gsneral1y 
good in that our missions were'accepted and a sohedule fo~ 
their eXGQution sent to Us by 0700 on the day of exeeutiouo 
If a lirt could not be done~ we were notified the previous 
nighto Closa Ai:v SUPP01!'t was naver' well pl"o~amm.ed and often 
req,t.::!il"ed follow up calls and 1"esubmias:ton 01' requests bec&uoo 
the feedback of information was incomplete and/or losto In 
general the Air8upport was good when available; the speoifics 
of each will be discussed in datail in subsequent pa~a~aphso 
ot speoit'ie interest are the folltYo'!1ing missions: Aell'ial Obm 
servation" CommQlld an.d. Conti'Ol~ l"led""Evae. ReBupply~ Troop.., 
1irtc Close A1~ Support~ and Speoial Miasions e 

Aerial Observation was exoellent and greatly assist~d 
the Regiment,and the Battalions in tbe operation~ During the 
f11"st phasE) of the operatioll» they eovar>ed ·the routes of' 
maroh and vlauallyracoDn6d the area ahead of each Battalion 
ro~ tratfiQabl11ty and enemy ambuanese Onee into the objeos 

tlve area they not only oovered troop Tilovemell't,j/ but also spots 
t,edbunksl-s and enemy positions which they, neutl~alized with 
Fixed Wing A1~ Strikesa 'Artillery Fire, and in some caaesp 
their own ordnance€) By et'.t"setively utili.z~,ng these supper-t­
ing arms th&ydesitroyed Xour enemy t~uQka~ several anti"" 
aircraf't weapons$ and kl11i&d. thlrt:y or more NVA<\ ' 

The second pbase or the operation required constant 
A/O covera.ge of 1st Bnt) 3d 14arinea since tbey were lert in 
an exposed blocking position~ It lIas learned from previous 
operations that the NVA wonld only US~ thei!" artillery against 
O~ f'or-ees w'l:en 'iie were without air coverage" This wa.f.! em':" 
phasized to the suppo~tlng units ~~d a ~~quest for a maximum 
ef.fo~t was l"equestado In all but So teM i;nstancElS§ this re­
quest was honored and the num.ber ot: ri~e incidents was halO. 
to a minimnmq 

When 1/3 was lert uncovered they took rockets and 
mortaz- .t:tJ.'ie", .tls soon as the Ala was back on ate. tion .' the fire 
stopped('J If the grOWld un~~t had been able to spot the enemYa 
the AlO would st~ik~ back with a Fi~a Miaslon p 'gena~ally net­
ting one Or' S6v~r3.1 secondar>y exploaionsQ, 

In an;, opsl"ationg which is oon~~e,ted in mountainous 
jungle tal"~a1n~ a CQRlln.and and Control paekaga is impera.tive 
to the overallsuec~ss of.' the operat1on.~ This mission so 
necessal'lY to :nlclHlsSti however, is the lo-w-6st priorl ty in, 
auppo:vto In genel'al thG ai~~a.t"t (U'lb)q.D" CH 46A) are un.,. 
suitable tor the mission and have far too many mechanical 
.failul"es to be of depend.able 8el~viceQ C@nv~rsely~ tbe most 
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desirable and dependable aircl".rJft (UH ... llIp LOR) are not 
available because tbey do R!E)t!!xlat :tn OIlX' i.."'lventoryo 
Thus the ground (;onuneuda1" must live 'd.th what is available 
when it is availabla~ 

The ll'J.ed .... evac support wa:s v&ry go<,d with several ax"" 
esptions% not in :Nii.t'erenc~tothe PH3{.'''''6vac i S abilit-y'j'/ but 
to- the flow of tiraaly 1ni'omation 'wh1~h was sadly neglected 
in the field o 'l:he avel'>ag~ reapoD.1le i,,\ a med ... sv3.c call itli9.S 
if. little o"i\\!~I" .Jile hou;l" jI,lh:t~tt .... l~ ali{~\lE) l~D;gp ,'ll::la'·pl~('iblem.ell! 
li>Te saw it uaa that tbe med';~f)vgc paQKa~e is not well sup",. 
pOI·tElid in. ths.t only Olle pftt"kage e.1dEr~{'. when there were ·three 
ftll~ ~93g1menta in the ff.el~o~~ . 

R~suppl'Y foX" Operatio1'1.Mid"ne Crag r~s goOd.; the only 
pr"bl~9 lfit;sulted f·rom ~iea~har a.ndcon.'usion through 3,,,,4 
channels e .. 

Halicoptul'" 2.'roop LiftsBnd Artillely Batte!'y Lifts were 
m.any and vtU.·iedj) 'lbs execution of the tl"OOP lifts \,-18.5 eX",' 
cell1,'mt with one exaaption, th6 ex"cutim of the battery 
lifts wag poor!) Every troop li.ft that Taa planned want ax~" 
trem.ely well wi.'th possibly one exolJ:jpti.o~;, The initial lift 
of' 2/3 was dona on the spur of tbe :m.omell: and could have 
been disasts1"oua i.f' the; battalion ha.d n(~ ma.intained a 
"Ready" poStUl"'6tJ The next large lift. 'Hal that of 1/3 which 
lI~e had reqt.H~g.ted to be a night assault, ,ut due to poor 
weather and the lao!&: of: neceas8.ryequlpmut~ '\tW.S denied" 
Than again Oil the spur of the m.oment.~ TF~ directed (9) 
'~Hea.vy Lift" aircrai't to move the battal:nn int,o a secure 
zone a.t dusk", By the ti1118 the: lift ~4'a.8 b.lf' complete it 
was vel"Y' dark: (2000) and several ail""f:'!'af't lJ6J.ge unable to 
land due to lack of' lighting aIld a. olutteje;d):cZo As a result 
of t..l1ese aircraft not landi.rlg!;< the CPo l;!nH for one company 
was landed itl Quang Tri and.Jlid not g'at au! t.o the field ~'()l" 
three days" The entlre 1if't took an':)theX'" ny to complete~ 

~'he one ~):K:oeption to a well planned 1 i~t wSs the move' of 
1/3 I'rom'tZ Spark into Phli-s!;l II area o~ Oppation .l:<laine Crag" 
1/3 1l g lift is of' spec:lal note because .it WB dopsndent upon 
two factors for !;fucceaso :.'l'h~ first "Wa.a tUB. an .AlO be con"" 
tinuouslY-0rb1tti.ng OV61"'nS,ad :Ln o.rder· to dille t fixed wing 
nOVel" upon enemy rocket and mOl~ta:t: sites. 1\1"3 was imper= 
ative sinc~l';hey had taken ~nf;my ro.lkrots and 'f.,rta.rs for th~ 
past several days prior to the lifto Tbe seOll.a. factor was 
tha t the cri ti.cal battery I itt go wi thin thIS" H'l!e fzoat11e plaoo61d 
so that the 0P and one ram~ining oompany coule I~ lifted on 
9chedule.. .. 

Th~ .A/O'8 s failed tCl ra~1$1l'!.3 on sta t:}(:m';G thUJ incomi.ng 
el1<eXl,q roekets and mort8.tt:"3.wel"EI Z'0<;.eivs<.i" .. The f3,8.vy 11.ft halos 
'i'i6S'6 not tactically.assigned tn" briefed thus. e;texiding 81. (3) 
three hour 1 itt to ~, 8) <> Ft;:"rtuHa tely th£:t lif t iFl.S 'lompl ated 
wit'hout a ca~ua1.tyo 
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The battevy litt mentioned in. the pI~€laeeding paragraphs 
readdresses our attent:i.on againto"lts peculiar problema 
All battery lifts ar€l considered ,by tbe Regimental CO as 
tactioal lifts ~~d are requested as sueh~ However~ ne1the~ 
TFH nor 3d ~rine Division consider them as such for they 
are controlled, througb Logistics channels~ 

It is felt that as a result of the preoeeding problems 
th~t a representative of the heavy lift aircl."a.ft o:r-- a de"", 
aignated flight leader of the same should be included in 
all ZIPPO briefs in which a Battery is to be part of the 
assault and/or a tactical consideratlono And it a Battery 
18 involved L~ any lift, that a package be eonstituted y 

briefed, and operated as a flight to accomplish the lift ju~t 
as a troop lift is accomplishedo 

It has also been discovered that the use of helo~a3sault 
tables be reemphasized .and e~t6nsively ~sed in all t~oop and 
battery lifts" fI'bis is an eitreraely useful to,td for 8.11 
ground Commanders in that it will give him an axact status of 
-what :rem,a,jruJ m be lifted during any troop movemento 

The Closs Air Support that we actually received during 
Operation Maine Crag was outstandingD hmi8ver its avaIl... , 
ability and teedbaoks of its availability were mlaatisfaeto~Ye 
llfe never seemed to get the information on what we were going 
to X"ecelve tor the .follotdng day until approximately 8.11 hour 
prior to the t'me or need o 

. OU~ one special mission ~onslBtad of a lift of two ontos 
disguised as dozerse The ruse worked well, but the lift 
went exactl~' 180 degrees out of phasGo lno~dar to exeouta 
the lift properly the parts and personnel had to be lifted 
into . .the. 219116 prio:v to the Onto13arr:t,MlTal(i). Of COU~Be the 
opposite happena~~ LUCkily all turned out well and the lift 
was ~omplatad suooassfullyo 

60 .IntellJ~~p.,.g~ 

. 8. 0 Pl"iol" to COnL."llenc emant of Operat1.on Maine Crag it 
was assessed that enemy units within our AO would be of 8. 

auppo~t and logisti6 typeo Unit identifications and strength~ 
01' enemy' :forces were unknown ~ue to lack of adelliW:l,te OOB!, 

b o Operation, Mains Cl"s'g was· bi;lsed on r<!tsllj,g~n@Ggaiu"", 
ad from rianonnaissance teams/) URS~sp:PIs SLiUl and IE missions 
which showed that the f!ill.f31.U::r wa.s us in.g Route 1926.:' ff)I> ~ iti!}hi@u~~ 
tXlaffic into SVNo 'r119 mission of l>iaip.$ Crag 'ilil'S-a logically to 
interdict Route #926~ , ,During the opera.tion, Route #926 ~-las 
lntel"dteted and the enamy~s vehicular traf'l'ic ha.ltedo 
S'everal caohes wer~ taund tbroughou.t th(;) A,0t) the lazogest o:t 
which weN adjactmt to Route #926 iIi the western portion of 
the salient o The following w~re th$ most signlficant caches 
found:; 
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(1) 21 ~lar "" H/2l3 ..,. (Jill 902233) "" 600 tons of rice, 
750g000 ~nds of 7s62 ~n~ 3718 ~nds of 
8~ma mort w 362 HFG~2 ~kts~ 86 rnda ot 
60rlnn mort g and 16 ~nds of 82TIml RR" 

(5) 

(6) 

23 I~!' ~ H/2/3 ~ (XD 903244) e23~OOO Ibs of 
r'_c0p and 7000 lhs of aaltfl> 

23 Mar s F/2/3 - (XV 9182~D) ~ 209 A~~479S~ 21 
AK~50es; 3 SKSu s • 1000 Ibs TNT$ 2000 
los of canned food, and 400 AK magazine80 

23 Ma~ - G/2/3 ~ (XD 915229) ~ 2500 RPG-2 rkts~ 
288/82mm. mortar rl".l.dsll> 3200/7 .. 62m.m. rnds s 
75001bs 01' SUgfll"$ 5700 lbs of rices 
2000-108 of polridel:- milk, & 100 lbs of 
lard" 

25 !1ar ... E/2/j ... (XD 908234.) lijO tons of rice~ 

26 Haz,i .... E/2/3 "" (XD 915227) 4.000 lbs Tl~T» 1400 
82w.l11 m.ortar rnds § 55/75-rr.ml RR rnds ~ 
10o/57111lTl RR rndS!J; 500 RPG",,2 rkts:g 500/ 
60ra.rt1 mortal" :r.-ndS 9 Wld :tooo 7 q62mm rnds (l 

(7) ,30 Ma:ta ",. 0/1/77 "" (XD 790255) 1120/82rlk'n mortar 
rnds $) 218/60mmraortar rnds ~ 86/7.5n1Ill RR 
:Fadsl;> 3500/12.,7:mm 1"nd3~ 5000/7,,62ram 
mds and 20/.37mm .AA mas .. 

Ce As the operation progressad§ after originally d0rend~ 
ing his caches, the enemy chose to withdraw e Only once did 
he take the orrensive on the groundt') This came in an attaok 
on FSB Big Foot BroiJI.T., with an estimated ~0'l:Ilp9.nYD which 1"bssult.,. 
ed j,n 20 NVA KIA" During the first 2 weeks o:f April the . 
enemy proved bis capab:tl:tty to launch Illort;ar/arty/ol."" rooket 
a tta.cks on friendly posl tions e During thi~ period he a ttaek",:, 
ad by .fire on 14 occasions with 60mm mortarsSl 82rrml mortars g .. 

75mm howltzers$ 8~mn Xield guns g and 122mra rocketso 

d.e As Operation !liame Crag proceeded the tollow,ing enerliy 
units Were identified from 1nte~rogation of PWf S and tr-ans= 
lation 0.1: doc um en ts I") 

(l) 5th Engr Bn g 83d Engr Regtlocated vioinity 
(lID 864150) 011 15 !1aroh 69!i . 

(2) 80Bth nVA Ini.' Bn {Indep j loeated vicinity 
(XD 8515) on 19 March 69G Mission of ~lit was 
to car~y suppliess 
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h q There 'Were two primary groUlid avenues at: approach 
that ente:t"ed the Hains Crag AOo The first ran north to 
south beginning at l,ang Vei and extended sou'lih t-o the bord .... 
erc- The other lOlrl" ground avenue of aup:t'oach was astride 
Route #926 l~unrd:ng 1-3est to oas'1; fl:~om. Laos into the sOl.ftusrn 
portion o£ the Vietnamese SalientG . 

i't Psychologioal operations util:i.zed duril'lg Operation. 
Maine ·(h~ag consisted 01.' leaf'let air drops and louds.peaker 
operations... Eve,;nthough final figu.I'l(?sshowed that; 133. 
MontagnarM 1r.rOl""e datained and subsequently l:-eclasf.dJ:'i.sd as 
1nnooap.t Q.1vilianS g the evaluation of the popula.tionfW.d 
its attitude.s Gould not be aseer-tained· inteX"lils of the af"" 
feotiveness ot psychological operations conductedQ 

jq Ij?hi$ wea:Ghe~,:du:r.·ll"lg o-perationHJ,?1,ne Crag b f.Ol" i?he 
moat parts- 'tias h.otand dry a.lthough ther~.~jere spotted 
incidents ·of~ain ~nd thunder shower~l\l.T't1e 1110n tb.s oJ:' !1al·ah 
fu"1.d Apl.--il had·tenlp,erB. ttlres during thA;t·'d~y·,tn the high 90 t a 
and during the night in the mid 60'I3\l1:Jluniidity was bigh 
and p~ecip~t~tio.nwa .. 8 l<'YW$ f},-rhe skie~wci:r*e (~leal" exct'ip't for 
occasJ.ooal Yl1o:rning cloudiness.) 

7~) Mi~§~9.Di 

&" In iti a.l 3d Marilles conduct!! hel1eopte~ bCIl":!18 
assault iii'tti""the Vietnamese Se.l1ent andesta.blishes FSB~8 
t.!'> support SGlU"ch and destroy oper~atiOl:isa.long- Rout!;;, #926 
to locate and daswoy enemy i'orces$ .fQrtif'ication.s and supply 
caches c 

be uent 3d Marines (-) (Rem) in eOQPGration 
and cOQrd :t1onwltb the 2(1 .lU1VN Hagt ( ... J seals oft: the 
Laotian Salient and conduct2 ext&lsive sa~oh snd destroy 
operationa 1n AO e..nd conducts mas:d:we des"lil?uctive fire t,)'ith ... ~ 
in La.otian Sa1.iant~ 

80 9.opc ma\ 01" .S2~~ 

&0 Pl1:a,Ae .~t! 

. (l) 3d 118.rines with ~AO batta·lions condu(:ts 11611"" 
copter borne assault to seal off and inta~1ct Pwute #926c 

(2) en D"",Day 1st Bn oonducts helicopte·r bOJ.'i'ne 
assault to seize and block western end o~ Route #926 vic 
LZ Paris vic (807237) and LZ Passpo~t vic (797228) conduct 
search and destroy operoations south along Route if,926 in. AOo 
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(3) 2d Bn on DaDay conduct he11copter bopne 
aasaul.t to secure r .. z Hound vic (818264)" Bnd Domino vic 
(822218). (Modified due to fire support and weather 
conditions" cond.uot he:libor-ne assault to LZ Hawk and ~ondllat 
overland move to LZ Snapper to establish FSB6) Conduct 
search and destil"oy operations west along 11.outa #926 in A.O,. 

CtJ 3d 14arll"J.os with t·wo Bn is a.Tttt 2dA;.~VH Regt 
sea.l or£' La.otio:r;. Sa.lient to the northj ea8'!:;~ and west .. v.hi:.te 
Task Force ReTl1agencontinl.lEis~'to scI?een tJ:.Hf 1ieS tern area 01" 
AO along the soutih Vietnrul1ffse/Laotion horder 4l One Bn \~} 
of 3d Harines will co;ntinua to conduc·l; sea::t:>ch and destroy 
operationa north or Route #9 east of' Kha Sanna . 

9Q Ex§.9 !.It_i~1?: 

a 9 Operation Haine Crag e011l.menced at 1610H~ 10 I~a.roh 
1969 with the helilift of the 2d Bn to LZ Hawke Co~nenoemant 
of' operations bad been continually de.layed .from 1 MarlUh 69 by 
inclement ,;..reather 'f.-1hich precluded the usa of helicoptez"sQ 
,t..fter initial insertions the weather cleaI'ed and p-osed lit ... 
tIe problem for the duration of the opera:ciono 

The veg$tation pff'ered excellent cover and concealment 
.for the ene:m,.y and tnus the majority of contact was Irpoint~i 
contac t at extrsm.eljy short range/) 

b", ~~!?'~~A 

10 !via-reba Opera.tion HaL.'16 Crag cOIlIDle!lced at 1016101:1 with 
the helilift of 2/3 to LZ Hawk vic (89~D5)0 213 then 
cOl1lXl1eneed ove.1:"land :move to _FSB Snapper vie (842344) .. 

11 Ma.rch.:; At lOOOH 3d dar1nas was pa.ssed OPCON to Task 
Force Hotels COT~rulY F while moving to FSB Snappe~ dis­
covered a bunker complex of (15) very old and partially 
destroyed bunkel"'s('l Mise enemy ordnance vnas found and de·" 
stroyed& 

12 Ma.:C?n C~mpany J discovered a~small bunker complex 
conta:l..ll~ng nl.1.3C 782 gear,P (1) AK.=.50 and (1) RFO 18.imcher o 

13 March" One battery of: 155 1 8 was helilifted to FSB 
Cates" vic (927~.37)Dallowing 2/3 to continue move to J?3B 
Snapper and remain u:ndel? the art:i.llery fan o 

14 i1a.rcho 2/3 arrived at FSB Snapp(;'W and conducted seapch 
an<:l destroy patrols" 
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15 Mal?cho One batter·y of 105$ s was hel:tl:tfted to FSB 
Snapper.. TWEHt Oompanles of 2/3 COl11me:nced overland move 
to the south to Route #926$, while COlilpany E provided 
security for FSB Snapperm 

16 Marche Company F arrived at FSB Saigon vic (818275)~ 
Upon arrival F l'eQeive.d several ~t:".tlds of small arms fire 
from LZ Hound vic (818265)~ Small bunkers were £ound on 
FSB Saigon witb cru1dlas still burnlnge- 30. Marines OP 
established on FSB Snapper$ 

17 Marche Four 105 Howitzers were helilifted to FSB 
Saigol".l. w:1.th 500 J:lndsl) Due to inclement weather the lift 
';\Tal) halted. Two Corapanias of 2/3 continued to objective 
to the southeast (8B4237)~ . 

18 Maroho A't 181430H 3d Marines assumed OPGON of' Task 
Force Remagen vic Khe Sanh Plateau8 ~ee Companies of 
the 1st Battalion were helilitted to FSB Saigon., A unit 
from. B/l/61 detonated a su:rprisa tir1.ng d~fl7ic e resulting 
in (1) one KIA and (9) USA 'tnA" _~ol'\1pany G while in ambush 
pos'ltion alon.g Route #926 .Obssl"ved tlfO tJ."ucka approach 
thei~ :posi.tion vio (881229) ('> Arribush t,n.tg sprung" Res 
one tt} US1-10 KIA, one tU TISHC WIA ll (7) lITVA KIA., 

19 Me~ch~ One battery o~ 155 t s was helilifted to F3B 
Saigon~ 1/3 (GI) moved overland from ]'SB Saigon vie (8182..,g 
to LZ Pa~1s* Comp~~y Bmoved to LZ Pas~o~t vic (797228) 
to receive helilift of ttfO Outos", Security for FSB Snapper 
was assumed by Company I.I~ Company E pl~epared fo~ helilii't 
from FSB &lapper to LZ GU!lller vic (895260)$ Company H 
2/3 made point contact with four MiA on Rcnrte #926e Res 
one USMC MEDEVAC G 

20 l'Jarch.. Corapa..'1Y E h~lili.f'ted. to LZ <humel" vie (895260)" 
Compauy A m&.de contact with (3) enemy at (883217) ..Res 
(2) NVA KIA" (jJ USl-1C i(1I.A~ Company G made contact with 
(12) NVA in bunker. complex;I Fi.:.lted Wing was I"lUl., Res 
(2) USMO KIA$ ttl USMC W!A., (3) NVA KIAC! Co:mpany B secured 
LZ Big Foot Bl'."ot-JUQ Co~e.ny G nlade cont~c to 'i!i th (1) ~N,A., Compan:y 
G assaulted enem.y positl.on.e ReB (6) USdC t41A:I (21 NVl( KIA. 
Company H found 'G-lnat appeared to be a truck I3top~ 

21 March.. Company E helilifted from FSB Snapper to LZ 
Gunner vic (89$260) c 3d lvlarinea OP hsJ.i11tted from PBS 
Snappe1" to FSB Saigon.. . Patrol :from Cortlpany Ii while on water­
run was taken under tire from high gpou~d~ Res (3) U&~C 
KIA, (15i USH.C WIAo .Artillery fired on enmity position., 
Res (5) NIJA KEJk, A patI"ol from Company H captured (2) IWA 
in a bunker~ Taak Force R&~agen moved into blocking 
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position on western Gnd of Route #926& vic X$ Pon Rive!!o 
113 OF and Company 0 moved to LZ Big Foot BrmUl'l) COl1l.pany 
H# vic (902233)~ found what appeared to be a large rice 
cache(IJ 

22 l'1archo Oompany H while in cache area reoeived fire from. 
a well entrenched enemy~ Fixed 'Liing and mOl"taJ~ missions 
were callaO. in,,. Companies 11: and G ma.llstivared '\;0 block ing 
posit1ons.o Res of' -H contacia (I) uSi1C KIA"" (12) USMC \IlIA .. 
Contact was broken and approximately 1'40 tons of ~ice was 
f'ou..'ld 0 100,000 rounlis oJ: AK-47 aramun:tt1on was also discov~redl'1 

23 March .. _ QnG platoon fl-omCompany F ~la.a helilii'ted from 
FSB Saigon to r~z $pat"ko vic (87@235)(.' T¥JQ -'105 11 8 were hell.", 
lifted fr.om F8B Snapper toFSB Spal?k(, Oo:mpany III made contaot 
wi th (10) enemy in a cave", Fired ¥~79 arid assB.ll1 ted the 
position@ . ,Rea (H) NVA KIA, (17) USI~l;WIAll (IO) A,K",,50 f s and 
(80) .!lJ:f...,,47 f a capturedQ Patrol from COrrlpari.;t H dis~overed a 
French true1\: \'dth Russian ijires and A\{,eri,c~nwrldngl'Jq> . -
Truck vic (90)244}"1I contained salt ar:.d l"'iee!!i Company C dis .... 
covered (230) L shaped bunkers e.long~1out0 :#926 0 Bunkers' 
t-lera 4 ... 6 mqnths old but in good oond~tiQ,lj '!I '. Cmnpany A . 
vic (788253) discovored (35) bUl1kerslP,lst\ dam.aged .enemy 
60mm mortar tube!! ., . . 

24 Mal"cho. COmpS,li,;1- I beli.lif'·l:;ed to FSB Saii~on and Cor!1pany 
L with four l05~s8 helilifted f~om. FSB ~:p.arpell to FSB Spark~ 
Compan:r Bat (869199) $ found llving ai.i-ea of (14) shel ter- s 
~nd (9) bunker's" all recently constrqe~ed.lll COJ.'l'l.;pany Dy at, 
(827237) .. foun,d (14'> shelter type bun.lt~I."s~ , 

25 Ma:r'ch o (51)I3ru approacfi::led Company :a with valid ID 
Cazads o Bru wer\Slavllouated to VoB€> A $quad 1rom Company P . 
2/3 ai:t (910~30) ambushed (8) J.IlVA on tl"'ail Q Rnt;! <.5> lWA 
KIA; (3) U.sHC ~'1rA~ COllrpan.y E at (9102)0) di::Dovared supply 
and re""distl"i.but:ion potnte. 100 tons of' rice;) and (16) 
recoilless rifle :rounds were fOlk~dG CO!11PariY ( at (911229) 

. gJ~I,;.q'y~~,,~g,,~,"~,~~,~~+~9li , ...... ~.!t.:,2"''"'''"~''~;[.1?~.~er .,??~pl :;Xo ' 

26 MBJ.!tcho Company F was helilifted f1:~m FSB S:r;ark and 
Saigon to a blooking position t~ the south$ vie (928220)o 
Com.pany G discovered (2) l'tVA filling eant;eens in a st;r(\ron 
'vic (918221>':" Res (2) lW,A K,IA., Compao,y Benoot11.tered 
(5) anemYt1l Enemy i'led and were taken undel:" 3/A rlre~ Res 
(2) NVA KIA~ Cort'ipanyH discovered bunkeroompleT vic 
(905233) eonsisti,ng of approxim.ately ... 100 hl.mkers. (1) 
grave was also . .foundc Res (1) NVA, K ... L, 
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28 March" 1/3 CP hal:tlifted to FSB Spark i?l1d Company C 
moved oVerl&nd to providasecurity £or saiae~ Ontos we~e 
halilif'ted from. 2/3'a position to VOE.:; 

2.9 MwchQ (15) Bru Villagers arrived at Oompany B position 
vic (895201):» all with valid ID Cal-"ds ru.'ld were helilifted 
to 'leBo 

30 ~furche Corapany B 1/61 while moving to n~v command post 
location had one te.nk hit a mine" (3) NVA observado Res (3) 
USA WIA g (,3) NVA KIA., 0/1/77 vic. (790255) .found numerous 
bunker's and eache of (18oa) 82!!,~j. round~il .(2) 12t> 7 Ali gunse 
2/3 CP a.nd. Company H helilifted to LZ WhiS111an to eatabl:i.sh ~ 
a F8B" ~ 

31 March" B/l/61 rGc'eived appro::idluately 100 rounds 82mrll 
incoming .from Laos(} Res (1) USA KIA$ (5) USA \irAti Company 
G ("") helilifted vic FSB Whisman to assist Compa.ny 11 ll"'1 
s~;clW:;i.ty an.d construction of sa.mGo 

01 Apr-il", At ll.jJO.H the rema.indel'& of' GorrJ.pany G completed. 
theh~ lift from (909239) to FSB Whisman (973333)", 

02 April!i An. ambush .t'I>om Company E at (8282)7) spotted (30) 
NVAs moving "'lest along tra.il" they opened t'ire,9 resulting 
in (,) NVA KIAo 

04 Aprilo 3d E{arines advance OF moved to FSB WhiS1l1SJ."1. (973333) 
at 1610H", At 0350H Company E,.. at LZ .tiig lPoot Brown~ was 
a.ttacked by an estimated company of: !'PIA resulting in (2) USl"lC 
KIAD (19) 14V P. KIA and (10) IWC" 

05 Aprile> At 1400R em.ergency air wop or 105 mama to FSB 
Sai.gon (8l4286) commenoed" 

06 Apri1.o At 1430H 3d I~1nes CP helill.ft($<il. from FSBSaigon 
(1314286) to FSB Whisman (973333)0 At 1200H Task Force 
Remagen lias chopped OPCON :from 3d j'Jlal"inesg. -to Task :£i'oz;ca 
Hotel 0 

07 Aprilo Company E at l025H$ conducted a heliborne assault 
on LZ Harodtop (0063°4)" Company 14' at 1205H conducted a heli"!' 
borne assault on LZ j\Jlink (986357 L, At 133011 Company B 000"" 

ducted a halilift to FSB ~1CClintock (04.5.302) ~ Company C 
found two destroyed enemy trucks, one at (879226) and one 
at (879229)0 Both had been loaded with various t~pes of 
arnm.Oe 1/3 CJ? on FSB Spark received 8",,10 122 rktso lh"l AO 
t'll'as called and he fi~ed al"ty 011 suspec ted ene:II1Y 1'08 i tiono 
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(H3 April.. 1/3 Cr.!!; on LZ SpB.iik;'!·e,:}e (4.) !~ncoIlling rkt;g" gat!n tar bt!"y uas .fired,,, fA. pa trot ,f,l?om COll1pa.i:lY Ii' detained 31 Bru in vic (OQ7354L~ 

10 ll'o:ril,., 1/~ b'31il:tfted to 'Ve,a a::ld 
Viet' vic (335703) :fOI' R~dl" It"liCP on 
l"nc:s of 122nnn rkts froIa. vi.'! J,g1219b)" 

t..:"'!ueked to Cua 
Spll~kr'('}(J e i ved. (a j 

11 Apl~11<;> At 0800l~., TElh asgtMr:-gd o:pcm~ of 313 from 3-d rJiar al1.C pas8£ld OPOOlI to·' ~d Dtiv; :'1t,. ,- a .l.Jlat")c;1 of Gotn-oany A~ in lli(~ 01'- (1334226i, , ~;'~ipro:-i (l) enemy squad resulting in the eapt!.'il16 one oomple te 6;~ll'l!l1 mortar -&~iN1 (9zL_821/lZ11 tniJrtal" J?nds S' G:nd~-(2J l\JVi:\ KIA.. 11.3 CP on FSB Spark ree eivad approx 30inoortlL.'1g 82:i:11ln l'l1ds.(J GOlUltal" !rl.o!'tru~ '!Nfl,g fi:l:=sdlJ 

12 Ap:r.-:tl c 1/3 OP at FSH spari-;':::~tO<Jk (8) l'n.d:3 o:,i' i1~com.1ng 
rKt:a ~ calibr:u." UUkllO'Vlr.l."! Naga t;lve e 1:l.1H1.al:l ties-. 

:13 lipril" At 2035H GompanyA;rooeiiied.().j.O) :K'nda 0.1' unknm~n caliber", Cot:l:ntel" mortar and ar-ttllery i:-n3re rir'ed", At 17303 an AO spotted (9) NVA vic (9W-84), ran f' b~):>d 'Wih[E !LYle! artil~~ le!'y" AO repurted (3) la.rge ~~~-Ql:FJ.ai.""'l e.xpl()aio~s; .. (3J larGe sscondar:y' fires atl.d (1; j:J'lfJ.!. l\.lt,A~ "... . ... 

14 April" Gompi9_uy A. at 1045H~:'HJnducted heJ,ili.ft to LZ }i1isher (037280)~ lJtry.A..., 1/12w8.s helilifte,~ a.~one;w1th 1/3 OF and Com.pany B to li'SB !'lcCllnGoc'ij: {Oh53Cl.2)Q Companies G 8ndD wore helili:f'ted to LZ .... f.u.san (Uh3247)" Erlor to departure" 1/3 GF on FSB Spark~ roovd (8)rkt; 1'llds 9..nd 10-15 60rrllli ruds", 112..'1 close a.ir sUpp"brt on~eTr;Y poaition vic (, 872217 ) resulting in (6) NlfA ABA .. 

15 April" At l!~OOH 3d Ha.l'" ch6:t)ped AO lrJest of 2.d ARVN Bn to Task Force Hotel e 

Aprilo Battalion of 2d ARV'NRegt r;edeployeo. ,t.'T'Oll1 0.geration Hame Crag to vte Donglia Oit'Y",~, 

17 Aprilo At 1800H TFH chopped Ed ARV~l Ai) to 3d X{al"'ine86 

10 A;lril" At 1300 Co a :found (3) d~Btroyed Bru Villager::! T!1.C (O}+.3235> ',Ii th (8) tlOUses aods. nurdb6:r.'of chiQkerua and pigs 0 313 l:"etu:r"tted to OPOON 01" 3d Ka"'t'ln~e erfaotlv~ :D.}4S'f!o 

,0 APril.. At 095811 3.13 assumed..' vesponaibilitl fOI' new ao ~s part 01' Operation .Hains Crag reliev~ng 1/3 in place" "::''':' I'1~ines chopped 1/3 (-) to TFlifor B&R at CUB Vi~t.r 
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21 Apri19 At 1010B Company M 3/3 conducted heliborna 
assault into LZ Tuba vic ("080270)., At 12001-1 Company I 
completed reliei'i.n plaoe of Com.pany A on LZ Fisb.el"'3_ 
At 1500H TFIH assumed ope ON of rer(lainde~ of 1/30 

22 ApFile At 1100H Company H along with F3B McClintock, was 
passed itrom 2/3 to 3130 .~. 

24 Aprilo COmpalLY C was directed to retur-n trom the Cue. 
Viet and ~elieve Company F 2/9 at Elliot Oombat Base at 
2508)OHIi 

2$ April~ 3dMSrines assumed responsibility for area north 
of Maine Crag AO to southern l'lai Loc bOU~daI7 at 2406QOHo 

26 April g 313 OF completed helilift :from LZ Hardwick 
(049287) . to I!Z Gaucho (049242) ~ • 

27 ~ril@ At OBOOff Company H~ 2/3 and FSB MQClintock passed 
:fI'om 313 to 2./30 

28 ApriJ...a Company 15 cs.ptured. 13 Bru in. a eave vic (093308)0 
BJ'ru had (1) SKSo Bru were evacuated '00 VOBt> 

29 .April" At 104SH a plt of Company L be1111fted from vic 
(072242) to hill 849 ~ At 1300H 3d lil£a:t:cinas advanc eCP 
helilifted from FSB Whisman to nEOB o A~ 1800R~ C Btry 1/12 
lifted rrom 'FSB Whisman to FSB GauchQ~ . 

,30 Aprile Company 1'1 received 60 rnds S/A e..nd (2) RPGilg ~ 
vic (098207)~ Returned fire with. S/As 81 i s and arty w/unk 
results o (1) USMC WIAo Company!.. completed their overland 
drive to provide security for dO~ined helicp.pters vic (010830)" 

01 Mayo Compa.ny K helilifted front vio (1,22237) to FSB 
l~Clintock to relieve Company Ho 

02 May 12 At l,300Ii CG,tl 3d Mar Di v assunla.d ope ON oi' 3d. :M:a~ 
Regt (~) with 1/3 and 2/3 (~) E. F, andH& Qpecation Maine 
Crag ended at 021300H with the 3d Battalion Reinforced with 
Company G being passed OPCON to TFHe Third Marines cOlJllileneed 
Operation.s .in Virginia Ridge AO o 

8. e Sta:tiat:tcs 

(1) Total nunlber of man ... days: I .l.11. 
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(2) GerST OF CIVIO ACTION PfWJ,:U;CTS~ 

l,p IJeta: ;'~,ecaUae, 01' ";JU'{~I.Ull impoEslbj.lity 
of obtaining accura.te figures on the cost of many of the 
ma.'tieriru.a used i1'1 01 vic llC tion, e~ g"" aarap lumbe:r g, 8,11 
.figures c-ont8.in~;:d in the civic ac t~ion pCH"tion of this 
).'>eport must he ",iev1(:id as very rough $.pp.t'o,x:L.111aticllIH 

(l) Tl::l.€J 3d !-1arines provided an external security 
screen du:r-ing 'tb~ village and hamlet elections 'Ilhlch took 
plac e on 9 11arch and 16 11arcp. 1969 ~ in Quang T1"1 Provine €I .. , 

(1) During Operation 11aine Ct"ag the 3d t4arines 
(rear)~ Dong Hs. Combat Ba.sa" conducte~ a Oi11'io action {CAl 
ca.;lpaign in Omt La (D} and Huonf; Hoa CD)o iI'acticalllnits 
in, the field did not operate J:lsar populated al"EH.lS'; thus 
the battalions eonduc ted little or no CAl!' \vi th 'the 
G.l;caption of 3/3 lr.rhich remained :i:n Cruu Lo (D) and Huong 
Fica. (D) until 2f: Ha.rch 1969" ttt which time they were 
replaced by eleuen ts of the 9th i>1a:l:'ines.. Until their 
departure for the field, m~~bers of 313 were very active 
in OA under guidance of' T ... t" HATCll J Battali.on S..,5w 
Lto MAOlHLLA;:,I; 3/3 Battalion Surgaon j and his starr ca!"l"ied 
out So brief but vigorolls madcap progrWl in the Gua Valley" 

(;.:) 'I~$ 3d r-la.rines eA role durinc the reporting 
P61~iod consisted ls%'gely of' suppor>tins i:;he projects of 
subordinate uni'ts and other orsanizat:i..ons~ both VietnaYileSe 
fwd A(Il6l"ico.n, r:mblic ai1d pl'! vatec The nature of this role 
has :made it difficult 1;0 accurately e,.Sge83.th~ ef:t'o©ta o.f ell 
during the reporting pariod .in terms of stronger local 
identif'ication 1!dth GVN i incrt3t;\sed f'lOl'l oJ.' intelligence.!' 
$l."'ld the 111!a& On the other handy thE~ overall increase in 
"li s tnalllGS6,. .. 1nitiated projects,i! pari~icularly in the eua Valley" 
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leads to the in:t'erence that the vil1.agers and the GVN 9J:"e 
oonvinced that msny of the contested al"ea.s of 3.01' 4 
mon ths ago @e nOl"; au.f.ficien.tly pac i.fied to allo'V? involv ... 
elllent 1.'1 nevi. e;;pensive (for the Vietnamese) projacts for 
whioh there is reasonable assurance that VO interrerence 
will no'" occur(\' It can be assuraea that the general increase 
in the construction of achoolsl) dispensaries, etc(t # must be 
producing feelings o~ greater conridencs in the capaoity and 
willingness or the GVN to provide fo~ a seoure anTironment. 
since some of the increased confidence may w'ell derive 
f'rom the American presence in the a.rea~ 

1101 RESULTS 
~ 

(a) 16 KIA 
(b) 103 WIA{MEDEVAC) 
(0) 10 \iIA(HINOR) 

(2) USA 

3 KIA 
2,3 WIA(MEDEV AO ) 
6 WlJ .. (MIIWR) 
3 NBC (lVllilDEV AC) 

Personnal .............. , ................ . 

9$ NVA KIA (Cont) 
50 IlVA KBA (Cenf) 
4 NVA POt-f 

Weapons 

lE:~,. ~~~~~~~~(a) Oreli""s~rved 0..5) "" 1 ~-60 HGa 1 Evy 
CHIOOHg.7&62ml:ll HG ,I 9 RPD'es9> 2 ... 12tr7mmAA Gtu1S#, 1 ... 60rrmJ. 
1-iortat" Tubeg. and l ... 82m.m, M('n'lita.r Com;p.lete~ 

. (0) ~~Jv.:jA~e.l (349r:' 241 AK""47~ s~24. ~4.K..s50' S9' 
67 3KS~s!'l' [5 RPGe2 L~~]!\<:hel-'S'J 1 H-16 .. ,: .. 1 Sub lYIG n a;nd 1.",,·LJ.5 cal 
-pistol", 

D 

DECLASSIFIED 

. i 



1!!:'-" -... ~"", 

=-;:~-. ---, 

tic' ". 

f ) ,3 

DECLASSIFIED 

O.ih i~..,S2mm: .~"')r 
~. 769,60:0 I'c!d.::\ 
1 'jti.,.7 ~·I1'"UH· 

1UJ1'I. ~ds 
tioo.l 

mOJ"tar 
11,000 

:..>nd.s Ii 
grenades * 

... ,5';;00 

tu ~b "iVA p.lcks;o :W g'~"Jl:\Hk.~:, 15 esr ... tserlSt; 
'mc. ,L2 E-tools@ 

(1,) 717 ~8 tons of'rico-, 7500 
of salt,. 2000 1113 of' powdered mil1::~ 2C')) 
100 lbs O.r lai'"d~ 100 chickens.l1 and 25 p 

a'l -4.~;i.y.., 

'! of su;~a.l:,. 7000 IblCl 
lbs of c arm.ad fooJ.!II 

{ll Tl1(~ aoministratbre Inatt'1:1"1:'5 o.i' this opeI'ati;;;~n 
proved to be isa.t:lsJ:'a,ctory a!l.d:no H~:('io;~s IH'obl~'11a ue::rG 
i~'leountoredo ~!he maJol? classes of re&;.ili;)ly ( en I,) lIIIl 
IV 'I and V) 1r16J:>e dr~l.l·m from tho dUInl)3 ?,.,,'iaxl,d~grif't Combat 
3a.z:e (ilCS) do .1U1 other 8upplieB ( eo t;~ II!, 'VI etc;) 'lIIera 
dr-s.wn f'rom FL,3G ... B Dong liB. and 1a.>\.wlted the Logistdc 
Support Area (LSA) B.t VGB o 1Ul ch1I~lby(~a un! t~W'e1."'$ r(;Jsup­
plied oy heli~~optera 1':pom VOB@-

(a~ ~:he 500 gallon bladde~ is much 'bettel' t.han 
tnt, I1107A2 wa'~el" t;r'ailur due tCI tl.16 re-cz';)gI'ade pl'>oble:!Jla 

The ilwata!' bu.:t'faJ .. o li hoids 400 grl.llons 'lPH:dghs 1800 PQtm~.ls 
sm.pty 0< The 1111~'''lb:t'ane wa tel" bladder' we:tghs 200 pOl1nds" iJ.l"'U€1 
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250 gallon bladd~ is ideal ror a C~Tipgny position and 
doesn 9 t have the deficiencies of 5 gallon water cans 
(:1I';e0 spillage due. to loose covers,. tim.e required to till 
8.nd stage¥ etc) ~ 

(b) Third Sl:\9i; -p~:ri;i Ba.ttaii~n d.eveloped. 
flnet made of canvas that would ho~d 2000 poundS/it Th~s 
inexpensive ($20) net Wlla used if a unit 'VtY3.S due to move 
&1~ not able to :make a retrogradefJ-

- -

(0) In! tia11;; when an 61 section was mov.,.. 
ing the tubes and I-1arines weroe i':rag~d as a tact:L~al lift 
while the ronrJ1uni; tion was s ~aged at the r.sA roJ:!' resupply ~ 
~Q.y!§,y£S!""ji,;kQ.,~lyarl"ival ot: all elements~·tactieal f'rags 
tvere changed to' include the in! tial 'srookage of' mllmuni ott on 
trom a secure' posi tioD auch a.s the LSA~' 

btl Main tenS.L"1ce 
::A~ • ,,:;:;¢i;U(. 

~,;~'~),:~. ' .'--iL~'." 

(1)1~blul11. utili;ation ot: i'iald t'lai...'1'cenru'1ce was 
accomplished durin,g :this opj3rationo Battalions had limited 
maintenance caPabili ties at VCB blrt -all 3d echelon was 
pf}rf<:>~~'la.~~r,S,l!~J3!'P0l:?:~ Ha.~ ......... _.lJ:heg~!"ec~ex<?!lauge (DX) 
program wtisused when{¢vel" possible~ especially for ordnance 
items.,. - . 

ilj O&sualties were t:roeatad in the ti~ld when~'ver' 
pru,den.t~ .. Evacuatio11s f:tl'-oIr, the field were ~,ccomplis.b8d by 
ha11.coptGttt'.. ~lhe 00l"p~dit1oussvacuatlol'1 and tre&tm,et"1t of 
all casual.ties (H)l'ltl"lbu tedimraeasur.-.abJ"y to the moral.e. :a.1'ld 
sp.;1.:i?l t ~ .all hallds,IY' . . 

(a) rJIA' s were evacuat;OO, 'co 'W(c;t8 t[eO;$ VCB'li 
ths USS REPOSE~ and to 3dMedBn# Q,TCB(l, 

. (0) KI;Av s "Je:t:"e~~c~V<iCilat~d tq 3df11edBny QTCB 
for processing and further eV9.cuatiorio 

(2) P~rsonnel replacements received OOATIPS 
T:r<aining at the b.attalion rear. area:::l at,qrCB" Th~y 101ere 
then moved to battalion fia~d posi tiona to!" dutyo Replace"" 
menta were s,4equa.te s.nd timel,YG . . 

20 
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t3,i r:Icra.L~ ,.md pet"l:ftftl.hel l:ferV1.C e,,> ter :i.nclude t; he 

i:.::~!.lo)!ing§ vel'e con tin.ued expedi tioti!aly; 

(1.;) QOl1~!uniga~Jo;.1J} 

11) Dnrin;3 Opel>ation 1~.,al .. :r1eC:l~f£2~ nollnusUal earn ..... 
wEni.c ati')ns prolllen1.3 were en:countered<J Portable equipmen t 
itHi'i used thrv:.lcbout tl:.e opei'atiOrle He f'ixed pl8..t'1.t equip"'" 
m.e··l1:; 'tVa.;g uti l,j. zed It 

(2) A oS.sic radio system fer tunc ti10n9.1 trat:fic 
}4GB used." One cov':3Z'ed <.dr'c1..li twas aVl::.1.1a;·:le, to subordina.l;e 
!-,l1l.. t;s and one tc 1iht~ higher hee,dql?l~:r'tE:~r~~ 

C~) ,A r::.et at; regimerltal levE)l was establighcdto 
ha;ldletha adlli.n/logis tic s tra.tf'ic u A lil{e net 'tvas~wt3.bll"" 
8h~d_ 1vi thin eaah 01' the battalions" ':I'ni~ a]'J.':n-wd units of 
>;';O!J1pa.."lY size to call lO£!.isticrequir€'.rnen.ts dLr~ectl1 ba.ck to 
thl3 LSA", .Hlgh IIP8?edence administ;rativ€l trai'.fic (CASI:lEPSl' 
HU:~LAiHJrA.d.IA~J.!' et;c~ J uas also passed o'lrer thefte nets" 

Hessac;e traffic (Co:llnand} '!t1as handled bJ 

(5) The oDerationei1.CGTI1yassE'd flve displacements 
of the l"egLmei1i:;a.l OJ?: 
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(e) From. FSB Whisman to Dong He. CB 

During these displacements the normal echelo ... 
nme..Ylt 01: the cOl1'lluand gx>oup '-Jas e...'1lployed" There 'f.>Tas no loss 
of contr-'ol during displacement!} 

(6) There were no unusual ma,intenel1ce problems c 
Most outagea could be tilttc>ibuted to norm,a]. wear., beat and the 
dust e.ond1tions~ All units utilized the AH/PRC ... 41 (UHF) 
radio. in conjunct:lon 't·.ritb the A-6 beacon with satisf'actory 
results@, 

(1) Duril1g the period covered by the l1AI~E ORIAG 
operation, the 3d 11ari1168 suffered from an extl"€f':lely high 
incident of ~lUO:Bq Further investigation revealed that 50e 

75~ of the FUO's m.ed.evaced f'1'0Jn the field were malaria. in .... 
fee tions.,. AJ.r.l0st all of these were li'a,lc IpaT'uin malaria", 

(2) Conclusions reached after J!'eviewing extensive 
pa.tient intervl.ews, Wilson""Ed.ison urmG tests $ the endenlie 
malaria a.J:>68.$ and the tae tic a1 erllplo~"1'i'J.en t of the tl~OOpS a!'eg 

(a) The 3d Marines were operatlllg in a high~ 
~iBk malariaarea~ 

(b) ,J.:iialaria diSCipline required 1mprovernentl'l 

(c) Troops need rehabilitation every 30~45 
days to decrease their susceptibility<;-

(3) Combat and non~battle injuries were not Ii 

lilt::l.jor problem d.uring this operation<& 

130 Speoial Techniques ~uploy§d 

ao A Paradrop of 105 ammunition was used to resupply 
FSB Saigon during a period-of inclement tieatheI'" The great 
dispersion of the pallets of ammunition rendered the majority 
of the resupply v'irtually uselesBo Four of the twef.nty""'.f1v~ 
pa.llets dI-opped t-lere l'tecoverable~ all other"s landing from 
500Q I000 meters from the fire support baaeQ 
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full~:, mechan.ized forfla" Task Force .R~lageni> penetrating 
deeper into wGstarn,lHetnam than any~rlnored force p1"'io:v~ 
Task Force .Remagen was a com.pletely aelf-sufficient tm.i t 
repairing ita vehicles as i·t moved., 'HelioopteI' support was 
kept to s. minim.uIi1 consisting trl.1inly qf 1"'(:)st:lpply of' f'ood~,_.\t~L\ 
and vi tal p~ts.. NU111erous improvemel1,tl';] l,lel?e made by this 
Task Force to i;):'lU.te 9 between Calu ar~.d Kbe Sanh. New 
roads were constructed south from Eoute9 to Route 926 0 

Co 1.1'1,1 tial hl~el1igellce reciev~~· oo~,~thjrning the enem.y 
situation in the vicini ty of Route 926 dis610sed that the 
enemy possessed anru."Mor capahilitYoA deception pI.an was 
imple.nentad enabling the insertion ot t"Wo Ontos into the 
objective area. The ()ntos were s,tripped oit all superf'icie.l 
armor and recoilless .rif"les~ PlytiQod ttbul1dozer blades u 

were attached, disguising to all but the e;1:pe.t·:le..<lced '$ye, 
the trw Ontos t°ler'e inserted by Cli..,54.!1 the lJoooilless rifles 
end persortna:l 't'lere .lusevted by {n{"1,.~"6~ Ar::ftu? and fuel '!tsars. 
delivered' 6Jt:ternally to the objective area.~ A large amount 
of prac'!;ica enable the antos c1.'"ews to hav~ the (;U1tos in 
running condition i.n nine rllinutes s- A1 though the affrlored 
thl'eat was not realized in this operation it i8 fel t the 
decep1;;ion technique irlaS va.lid and maybe Use at another' time 
when .,".iie:~ eueJ;llY 1?ossesses an aJ.1'I!10l">! capability", .... . 

do< The eY'aployra.en t of scout dog t~anlS B,ga.:1n was vary 
helprul dur:l,ng tni 13 opera. tion" In several :instanc as the scou t 
dogs alerted to possible enemy l)Os:Lti.ons i:;hBl"eby giving the 
Marines an early 1.'1a.l"n:i.ng.. Lack of 13.y.ailabili ty in desired 
numbers seemed to be the only drawbacl.t in the use or this 
valuable aide-

eo The ei'i'eotivenes;a of' scout snipers 1'laa nd,nimized 
in the thick veg';ta.tion encountered ,j,l.u,:·ing Maine (h"ago 
WJ:u~n the scout snipers. \-,rere employed on the l'ligh ground s.nd 
fire support bases they 'l-181"e a great as.s·et in. scanning the 
countryside tor signs of enemy acti\rii.:;yo 

to Beacon Hops again proved to be an invalua.ble 
teohnique enabling the ground uni t to b:l:"ing air pOl-fer toO 
bear against the ellem:y :tn periods of reduced visibili tyc-
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140 p,omman,Szat.s ~~.h;y;:?J&. 

During this operation$ e.s in many of this wars no 
signific ant nei'\T lessens were lenrned but many older.? 
proven ones lV'er6 re-e.Illphasi~ed.. Techl'liq.ues taught in 
service sohools proved again to be invaluable assets6 

In preparation for any tacti<j}:al helilift it was 
found necessary to conduct a briefing of the infantry 
troop Commandersgthe Commanders of both tI"OOP and :.lsavy 
l_1rt helicopt~rsl' t~'1e Gunsliip Leadex> ftnd the Helicopter 
Di:P6C 'cor Airbor'tle(HDA} Q This and the use of helie opter 
assaul t tables ensured a more controlled" heJcterJ coord'i"" 
nated and rapidly executed" helo=assault ll 

It was .f()und at the outset of tbis operation, that 
the helilift of an artillery battery as an adrainistrative ...-
rather than tactical lift was not B aound precedL1re"" The 
helilift of an artillery battery in an opera.tlon such as 
!'1a.ine Oragis as iniportar.l. t as the taa tical insertion o:f 
the ground troopss In several cases neCeSSHl"Y fi~~support 
wasendang?red. by the slew dist;,lacement of an ari;illery 
battery utl.lizmg helicopters i sha!~ed" wi th resupply~ It 
was round that rapid displacement was necessary to cleal" 
a fire support base so security forces could be released 
in tim.e to 8ssu);"lletheir proper posl tiOL! in the tae tical 

. scheme~ The conc apt of mutually supporting fire support 
bases {FSB) was kay .to operations during Haine Crago. 
Havingevolved~Yithinthe3d----flarlne- j)ivlsion~ it was not 
unique;) but again proved it~el.f as a val.uable tactice. Ar.!" 
8 KtJr fan wi th a 3·1\1>i overlap to supporte4.'the 9.dj,acent 
.fire bases and tI·oops;;af'tords maximUm accul"acy of the IO,5 . 
Eo·tvi tzer and a counter mortar capability to the l"ange of 
enemy mortal"so 'Xbis concept has had such an et'feot upon 
our operation.sthat SOPIJ s hawtj been established as to the 
selection of terra.in for FSB~s'~ g.election""'of&·d,evelopmant 
of FS.8 t s# and an ihspection after the FSB he.s been ~.is"", 
marft.:t',ed to ensure nothing remains whi~h .coulci btlt utili~$d 
by th$ enemy., 

The use of psych.ological operations lias an invalua.,., 
ble asset during th~~ operation o The Use or l~ud speaker 
systems and leat'let drops9 enticed the B:t9u to turn them"" 
selves. into !fFriendly United State,s Troopa!S 0 Theytb:en 
were ,:h~lZJtla.tlat1:, 1ili.~'i:ll ,~Ga t$~~;{~m'~he ',~111i<l1"fi1l':'O!'~·~tba VO/WAo 
Many Bru apPl:"oaobed ;Marines seeking :Assis ta:rw 6 0 In tara> 
~og@jtion Or tj.:u:ase people prodr;ced inv~lua.ble in tell'i ... 
gence :tn.f6rrJ.a:l..td'n as to size and dep~oy.m.ent of the enemy" 
E..'>l:.plo1 tation of this intelligence source was p(j'asible in 
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",·",~.;·::;pa_L C.a~esc ,,'~(jel:" l,ns tanr;e~PJNYlc:.~rl cU!"roboration to 

L1 {;,311 i gerieogs.! .. :1.ed j:rolJ1other~;ti ighly ,t'eliable so lll"C as ~l 
'1" • ~ ... ., t·····b·l· • 

...................... , ....... ".r ............. ;g .. ~ .............. ~oriC 6P'C 0,[ COmp.L6 6!1llJ 1. 1. t;y 1fr8.& ~11ustl"at0c1 
;!J"tt.;] ~ .. e (.AJt51'f1t-rl()NS OF "TNG Se::uJD 8iJ, -nile I3ATTIH.lcN 

w-a.s strippa~! 00 Oal"6 CSf3.6n "t.l.fKJ.,lI:lt!lc:;n.J-H,-, .' t;.l.e .tij..l,.I.IfHA.,'( ::1;.., 

freedom 01' move, 1 e:"l t 'Co meet the I~~1an,in:';;0iiemi s1 tuatlon" 

The n sed f OJ:' hal icopter S Up PQI" f; ~\i~!iI '~.~p t to the minimUltl. 

i,.) inc:Lude only "the Jollo'Wing~ 

a" lui tial i.nser'tion oi'_j;.h,~ Ba"tt;al iona-

;:i~~im.I"ifl ~'Se o"t' stram.', '\118,[;01" !t.;:p,:r9pel .. ~i1Lreated.J1 fDr drin!l~nf' 

}Flf!, na c;?lnSrgr;'es.tLy ~ec~'€!a.!=;:~d~:-:\e tsoopa depen(h~nce upoil 

11'3.1. H,op"&er ; !l·e::11~;pply .. ~ l'ledJ.e a.,L·: ~val:} ua t: l~n due to hes. t. exhau"", 

stl;:m ;~:n.d r~!:in disea:::es 1rJasred,u(;ed" . 

c :;c ',!Ihn d.i'ii3~ tlilsuess Qf ~rQl';U1d. ~iiroops SJ:'e&.tlY'''d'im.tn<::l> 
j '3h~~B ax"tax> apPl>l):x:irnEtely 45~ da:Y,:\ in the field" Health, . 

Dot)], pnysival I?Ind manta.l,. wt;Ules E'.J'te:r lon.g pe);"iods of ex"" 

P':lfjux'e to combat oonditlons",- Attitu3~s ot: the. troops seem. 

to Chlglgo tU1a n bigher perc ~n ta.e;!1 or avoidable ace iden'cs 

O~CUl"o Tne CO-l:ibat ei'.t'ectiveness of Uie individl;:.al l:-1arine 

·;'li.l1 in.c~tjase greatly if' eV(37!y6 wee:.~;'iI he is returned to 

an atrrDsphero tree :trom worries a.1"'J.d :p'essures of' combat fo!" 

11 pel"'iod 01' :;"'7 days III 

0';\ Total dep(~ndence upon helicopter support should b(;, 

discouraged., Rn attempt shoul.d be 11"Ia4,$' to res trict the 

use of helicopters to insert~lvn info the objective ari?a in 

a rapid i birrLelYj and fully suppor ted manner~ Al though halon 

icopts'l1< displacement is the1'nbst dash-able" an alternate 

Flan .cor tho. insertion tif t:r'00ps at the outset of' an opel''''' 

atio:l should be evolved whe't1:ier by!'oot D rflo'to:j:." march./> oX" 

cthoI' iilEHUlSii the dependence on haJ.iccl'ters durir:l.g pel"iodg 

cf inolement 't~"lather would b€Lr€jw:ieci~ Once in the 

cbjec ti va al"'ea... units should <lepend. v.pan the 11el icopter 

8;;i 11.ttle a:; possiblsg except for' es:te!ltial resupply and 

n:edical evacuation.," Although tbls !llE,thod may bo less 

(',omrenlent l.n one area of o:gerlltlon~ it; wil~ greatly 

increase the availabili ty of~h.e~lcopters for mOl'e cri tical 

-;'11issl0J:l8 in othel:' areas" 

~).; Higher unit Commanders at Division and Regimental 

levels should issue peri,odiegui1anc e 'as to pric'-r>1 try of ail" 
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support, so subordinate unit ConEandavs can plan rea.listiC&e 
lly and have reason to believe their time~space requir­
ements oan be aocompli3hed~ 

do A g?aater ~pha8ia should be placed on advance 
planning'at Wing and Division lavelso There seems to exi~t 
an increasing tendency to treat tactical helilifts 
as routinely as overland adm.inist~atiVG truck m.oveBG This 
tendency is dangeroua because planning~ eoordination$ and 
timeliness are or the utmost importL~oe in the helicopte~a 
borne assault by an infantry unite 
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FIB.Sr ENDORSElMENr on CO 4th ~:ine Regiment 1 tr 3/GXJ!I/oeb SM No • 
. -: 00216 - 69 of 16 June 1969 

~l~ . 
~ . .. :'!,r~ . From: commarrling General, ;d Marine Division (Rein) FI1B' 

To:: Commanding Gemral, U. S. M.iJ.itary Assistance Command, Vietnam 
:::~l··..' Vias ~1? Commanding General, XXIlf Corps 
~)::'~,," 2 Comnanding Genexal, III :t-rarine Amphib.ious Foxee 

~. tc-: 7"-, SUbj, . Operation Purple Martdn Conibat After Action Report 
-. I 

" . 
~~~=; ~'··:"'~''C'''~'''c;: 
;;;;;;.....,-.,·-i-" <, 
~- i"C--'--
~j 
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1. Read~9ased Cj.nd forwarded .in aocoxdance with reference 
"'i"C~-- --' .. -"--,--' T. 

2. Content~3 noted with ,fol1owiIl~ remarks: 
·"'""1 

-a.' Dates of Operation, paragraIh 2, page 1, should be changed 
to read i,""'27 F~bruary 1969 - 7 May 1969" vice II 1 March 1969 - 8 MI;!y 
1969". 

,,<it 

b. Combat After Action Report Results, paragraph 10, page 23, 
to reflect. Official Division sl!rREP Cumn\llativa Losses for the 
Operation, should be adjusted as follows: 

usM:: 
79 vice 1'01 

243 vice 336 
25 vice 91' 
1 vice 0 

USA 
_ Lvice 5 

.~I!(i! ENIDMY LOSSES 
-- 'f7'>'""'.'i'~- T ". ' 

KIA(C) . 
11m' 
:n-lC 

.. ·CSWC. 

252 vice 347 
2 vice .3 

192 vice 198 
10 vice 24" - i 

. _:;t!//ir ~. 4 
·46": G. MbbD':l 71 
;. By direct iCln 

. 7-. ~ '" 

~-,.:..... .ii'.L'~. . >Qjl,. 

DECLASSIFIED 

f, 

.-~ 

I 

•. , ..... ,,1 

. '~J 
I 

-,; , . 

. , ,. 
'j' 

_. ! 

) -

.•. :1 

','-~ 

1 ., 

l. 



~--

-

~~, 

~--

~-

p='-

~-

~ --

Fron~ 

110: 
Via.~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

IEtdX~tA.1Tllts 
hth Uil'1.noS (-HRal.n); 3d l:arine Divis-lon (Rein),? litiF 

Ii?' \ San Francisco 96602 

3/eXL/oob 
16 ~Jtm.e 1%9 

Cor.Il;a.r.d1.nc 'Jf£icer 
Q:mt1S;lldine Cenera~.II Third l.a.·S.no DivisLon Ctbin)s; FtIF 
(",of.iI.-.:mc1ine Genere.lJ1 l'asl: F·')roo Hoto::. 

(iii} T7H FraC Order 126..69,9 DTG OjlSJOZ I:ay69 
('0) CG" 3d. narDi'l1' 1180 0916L6z Ap\'i169 
('J) DivO :noO'~.lD . 

au 1 La.:roh Cl) )0 AP1~7.1 1969 
. F0lU'th !Al'inas 

---l":l.rst Batta::Hol'l"Folu"th tarlnes 
Se.cond. !Jat,'1.-u~.on$ Fourth I~arl.nes 
Tilird :thtt~.1ior.i.j FmJ.rth I:ar.tn'\)s 

-h, -1....:6 li.ay 1969 
Fou:th liarioos ( ... ) 

f>Gcond natt;al~.on$ Foilrtb llar1~IB 
Tlrl.r.d B@.ttaJ1on, Fo'~ IArl.ncs 

¢" 7"J] l1ay 1969 
li'l:nu.Vd1 !:iar'tnoo 

___ ¢f:{2.1 t .. ~_~._ .. ___ ~~_ 

'Firot BaMaJ.iOl'l~ Fourth l:a~.All:Sl:1 
'Seoond Battt,Ui.on.ll FCU1'"th!~ '10B 

. ,Tl'drd BattB,1:i.on.ll It''O'tU'''i;h V~rin~s 

5'0 ,:~J.B.,")OI1~* ~~'!" 

ao ArtilliX"Y 

1--.. ---· ! . ---,1. 1-'0 
! 

---~ I 

1,;2 Cl~ ;;10 4~/~s­
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. I 

! . 



~. . 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
(1) DiNah ~ppol't o.rti11e17' ~ pl'O"fidsd by the ~ 

;Battal1on, !t~lfth l~s 1'J.1rougllou,t Opore.tiop PURPLE I:ARl'IUo 

(2) Du1"1ng Operatd.Ol'1 PUR.'fi:: LilRL'nj 10.900 mssionB lJel'e 
ti:r:ed by 1ibe diroct support ~1le:17 battalion bJIokrm dotn as 
follot1S: 

(a) ObS(l)rwJd .". 2,339 

(bY Unobsel!~ '!iIl,055 
, .. 

(0) AcqU!rt3d ~ 6.1794 

(3) A total of 121,1,8 rounds fleW fi%rad in direct ooPDort 
of Operation PURPIE 1 ARTIll broken dmm as rol1o'bJS, 

(a) lO!liU f$ 102,572 

(b) ofI"'"~';·!n~ 
.~ .... <":U::i.' .. 108.331 

(e) 4",2tt - 8,,2h9 

(4) lbinfo1'Cing fil'iea uere provlded b.r the 12th I,;~.lles and 
other art1.Uery aler.s.ntaa ' 

b Q Air ... Fi~ Utng 

(1) :'r:trJ8.17 air support 'UilS provided by the Fizost, llari.no 
Ail" Htn60 tbJited ~siatance t1aB provided bY' Air Foroo fixed ning 
eJ.enants and DUbGtAn~al eupport by Art::u Hel1ooi,)ter Foreeso 

(2; FiJood ~ support to%' Operatiol'). PURPI~ l~In included 
the foll,ol;Jjng: 

(&) ConventionaL sorties tJ> 4h5 

(b) TPQ-10 sorties - 2.621 

(0) 'rPQao1O ordnance dropped .. 2,,163 tons 

Cd) AO's on ai:4tion - 41$ 

(e) TPQ request's - 2321 

(f) llDA as toUm:rs: 
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Uooj.c}10S ~stroyeq 

Buntrors destroyed 

!)!Jlll.rers dar.'.aecd 

... 30 

S0condB.rjr fires ... 20 

Seoondary eJt)losiolW ... 57 

.0. A1r ... Helicopter 

• 
111~ destroyed - :3 

Ca.vos J):;stroyed <i> 7 

~l5>rtars d&stroyed ... 6 

!.lortars dar;aced w.3 

050 cal. destroyed .. 2 

Vohioles destroyed ... 1 

(1) nalico))t~r support providod by' tho 1st 1·.&"ioo Air liine 
for 1 Larcll "" S Eay rJaS a,.'9 f'ollatnn 

unIT TROOPS VRS IJJ;P£V'ACS - ---............... - ...... :,.. ,~ 

HqOo 164 9 0 

114 1520 "! 55 

214 594 4 161 

3/4 1151 ~ 409 -- -
ror;;AlS 3429 27 62;; 

Oon .and alld Control. airoraf't r...oved lJl72l. PAX. in adw:tiob 
to lJa,jJ~ ariCl. hot c!lOU" 

il<',. other Supporti..~ Units 

(1) A!-)" 3d Encinoors provided oor.J.bat encincer tr~Sl.1S J:l ~:po:rt of 
oor,'lp&1'li'i:ls in the field... . '1b.~ luc':allS aOlUstQd in 00.01.1 tion r:;i::::sions :sclearl,ng 
of ·bo:::;'''Y' traps and. otbiJr ~v.:'I.J:oed m1Cinoor suppol'."t., 1it:t:r'lnr; April» t~.ii:Xl(~rS 
sttPP01"t U8.S ir.wtr\lt~ in the CO!.1p1etion of the foJ.1o'Vnnc; t.ask3: Col1l3tl't..lotion 
of 11'SB CIDeooo y' the enlarccr.1!m.t of 1"'31) neville to aocor::mdata three 1Q5 
oo'tJitzer-a an<! the r.lI:xlU'1cation or tt10 bU..1'lkers o.t FSB !1evi~1eo AdditiOll!U 
t~O:19tro.otiOl!. of FDB .J1:h&f'~ included the ad.clition of a RG&j.r.'l';utal Aid Sbtion 
arid. a.'i'), .!add! tional riLZ" ~.,e F::J:3 t S 'l1eI'O closed durinc April ,:i th the assist"" 
anee ~f the enolnf.!Ors .. 

(2) Soout Dog Pla,to017 ,prmded dogs an required ~ .. l1d :reqoosted 
~. units :tn the fieldo 
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a.1l F..ner.w activity Til'aS heavy during the first half of l:ial'eh tJith th$ 
lst Bn, 21i.6th Reg.1.D.ent tCID) in contaot nQrth ot the Razo:rbaek and the 
3rd :an, 246th DogiDent· (IUn) in contact 12i ~TiOini.t;; of F;1B OATAPtL1'. 
baa enga(]ro'Jmlts tli.lm cl1amcter1zed by the en~lI$ enployv.ont of 
eon.lUl.d d(!"tOliatad rd.na.~ 'dwn his base ~/blinke:t" conploms lml"e tm~ 
counterGd~ .~ ord,srto.· delay the attacldnc ~Q~e.~; executing ground 
attacks on fi'dQndly po$i tions at ntcht t.:r1 til .-qp to. squad size unitsl 
mortar atJ~elt8 on M~nd:o/ positions, :::a.rfAcuJ.ar~. dUrinc the l.a.nd1pa 
of hQlicoptei"aJ a.nd .lastlY$ 111 the arsa. nql'tn qt .tt1.~ ·R;lr-.lorback, 
mJi,'iace to mir.f~ ·~"k.&t attacks.c All ~ info~tion:tncludins 
So prisoner of ,~ and'~1'0~ doCur.en~ ~~cate.d .thcfo11cndnr:;r 

(1) The.~ 't~ proVisioned. to~Cht. ~til ~~rox:trJately ~ l;arch~ 

(2) Due ~ hea,V losses and ~ ~Pil:l.ty W :faeupply- his con.i:itted 
forces the eu~' !~~~~~a~~b1s uL thdt'awal 1n ~~""~~ 

(3) 'l'bt,l ~.st Thl's approach and reti~t w:oute centered on Do~ 
Khi liounta:1n and tne l'6ad aId trail systetl to ::LtG .naPrth and no~o 

(h) The.31"4 :anSa approach and ~~t rou~ centeNd on"XDB46?~ 
ee.ot and tXlst along tn.G Car.l to Riwr and ~ into the n~z~ " .. ' 

(5) The 3:'d Bn lnthdrelirrw iheYic:tn1tw of- FSB OA'l'Al"LLT north to 
tl:te vidn1;tiy of ill Thl I~ot:nta1n and mn 804 and hGld this poSit1onp 

._- until 02 Aprilo .,J ~ 

b<> Cont.":;dtB ttL th lst and 3rd Battalions B 246~ RecrJ,tltant (IUD) aJ;J.d 
eler..ollts ot tile 4th En, 84th .li.rty/Rkt Rec;1pant dinin1shed in frequency 
run iuwns1 ty in thf.! last half ot !:1,U'Ch as the ~ n:tng eletents 
tl.tbdl'?eu fron the battlafielcL. HO't.~ri hWl'9l" contact 'Ims made tllth 
the 6th Ccmpan.v~ 2nd ~ 2L6tti Re~t tt!TD) in the 'ri.cinitsr ot FS:B 
ARC.QIiUl::; on 20 I;areh,o Here the enGt'W'occup;i.Cld tllo FSIS 'u1.th a l,Jlatoon 
size fOreGo Tho rer..ainder of th~ COI.p1ny l>71th 82rJm,mo~ and 12?'1lrJ:l 
mlG's ,jaB (-:ispoeed on II5.ll llSLi, to the "t-J8st and on adjo:Lrdng ter.rain 
t.o the e21stand' acmtheasto Norta.r . fire tJaS selectively deli 'farad on 
FSB A11G0!1~TE trOD po~i tiona on the 't;estern elopes of Il111 1154 in Laos 
as helicopters a.ttenptcd' to lando ~se t'iOrtar attaeka OCCUl'Ted· daily' 
until llUl 1154 \Jas oocupied by fn~ to.~Sf) 

·t .... ". 

e" Deg1nn.1ng in the latter balf' ot I~;h and continuing through 4pril 
and. the fus"t ~k or l1ay, ~t activity uas characterized b:r :hari-ass." 
r..,.t s;ttacktJ a...1'Jd l-eco~sance patl'ols& The harraasr..ent a.ttacks'ifel'e 
la:unchcd a:ea,inst friendlY' foZ'Ces operating in proxLmi tt1 to and ui thin . 
the Jl~Z, north of thG. Razorback and Fs;a CATAVOW{» a.ga1nst FSD AROOntlE 
prior to closing a These ~ttacks utilized a. variety ot tactics; 
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sporadic 110~" and aut()T;latic '[:cartOnS ~JI especially' 'Lfui1e hGlicopte1'S 
'Were enterln(; HLZ's, the 1r.lplacenr,mt of surprise fil"1~ devices; and 
effective m:."busl'ws by s.tall units against Mendllf pai:.r'()ls utili::&it'1g 
eott:and d(jtone.Wd elaiJt':.Ol'e r.J.ni.)s" a. sho:-t burst ot autonatic t~apons 
f:1.re!) and an int.1.Gdiatel::ithdraml, Sporadic liLht oontact occur.t"Gd 
t;b.rougt'1out tho Regirlent.s AO t·r.lth the enm:wts racc:.nnaissanee patrbls 
~ this period.. All SOlll"Ot:) a.na.lysis indicates the 0!'JJlLW' ms 
especially :tnterest:.d 1n ~J.ioJjt Coobat .1Jasec 

do on 03 A:91"il tt-JO individuals al~proacl1ed. a Mandly position on the 
southern gdce 01' ths DLZ north of ,the Razorback and scrrendel."9do 1hey' 
stated that they t-;ere politioal cadre fron Horth Vie~i.'l but tQZ'e 
de£ect:.1n£ to South V1etna:n af1;e1" becoming disench-~ted \d th the cor.'lr.lJldst 
rcgirJe,> Especially intorest:iDf t:as that tiwl 'treM a.ble 'i'D travel f:roD' 
Hanoi to the southern e~ (Ii the n~z in SGwn daytia The indi vidt:a1s 
t.re unabJ.e to provids :illfortat1on of ener.:y 'Units in prooru1itJ to t).lEl . 
Roc1r.1.GUtal AO and mro evacua.ted· for stmteEie exploitation. 

Qo On iO A:;::ril ell source analyeia located the Uq" 300tl. :JVA mv1aion 
at In 917$ north of the Regir.lentts AO in nortl;l V1etnar.~1) This i."laced 
the Din.sian t:.tthin 24 hO'll!'S cJ4sing title on the hth LariMSJ ;\owever, 
aLl source, anal.y'si·j indicated the ;oath D1v1~on 't~ oriented 0.\ a 
~theast attack (ads .. 

t.. On 12 ll.pdl t.hree POW' a l:iO:r6 OQ,:.;tured in the trpper (";au La R1wl" 
Val.ley norhhtJtlst of. FS3 CATA,1?t'L2; they idelltifiGd tmil't unit as full 

lst ' Co» 1st En, f:46th Reg1:o&r~ t (nm) 0 On-:.- of the prisoners t19.S thE. 
Coqpan;r Conr.ancler ot the 1st Coo He stated tho 1st :&:10 had relieve( 
thQ 3M BnQ in the FSB CATAl'tt~1 area on or a.bout 03 April and that tl.'& 
lst li'lo 'tJt\~ dif~X)sed in and jmJt ~uth of the 1l.Z north of FSB 
CATAPlJLT() His Cot-parw's Pisuion't-Jl'ls to provide secur.1ty tor ~e 
~O:rtat1011, Qon:Jaldea and to looate si. tea for supply caches in 
the tpper Om 10 River Va.lley~ Accord:lng to tilis POi-! 1st .an., t~s to 
be relioved in lat~1 118.,. b" tho 2nd J3n11l. 2h6tJ.1 Reg;i.n9nt t-htch, at . 
tha.t t:tnoll '(~~s located in laos .. 

go illEt 1'0\1 rut.her statod. his coq~ bad. provided seeuri ty tor the 
A-12 Rocket tnit dt'_~_n(; oarlu April a.nd'that tbis unit's r.J..ssion ,.as 
to a.ttack VA:IDEGnIFT GOIl.BAT !3A.SEcron·13A~.,rtl VA:lDEGRIFT (M.1lA.'l' :sASE 
receivifJd a ~ at{jS.ck of silt 107n:~ roekQtso 

ho On 04 l~ a fr1endJ¥ ~..1 t opera tine north or the Razorbe.clc made 
COIltaet 'tr.i.th an v.aknm'm. size $J'I.erqr force", The enm;w displayed a now 
c~'QabiliV ~1E.'ll be uM.lized an unidentified. ~l~cal aeent to C~ 
his 'Cd. thdra't3Uo It is bel1ewd probable t:1at the fJrB.:ty lJere b'ol.l the 
36th Re&tmGllt; jOath HVA D1visiQno. This t.n1t 'WIo).S lmotr.a to be oper~tine 
on the Rei~~'s eastern flank and had pl'Ov1OUB~ displayed a olwd.ca1 
warfare oo.~1?"l....l1 tyo 
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SECIa!::t 

e 

e 

to ulFl.Y omr.n OF DAT'l'LE 
:GJITIAL LAST ~urOi II 

U~lIT SUOORDIHATE TO IOCATI·:111 moATI II DATE - - ........... "....., .. -
(1) 1st Bn .. 2h6tJl lbct (IUD) !3-5 Front xmh6630 Xnl26GB9 12 Apro9 

(2) 2nd Btl, 246th Reat; (rm) Il-!) Front XD616513 XD569429 J.2 Apr69 

(.3) .3rd &1, 2h6th Regt (r..m) B-5' Front ID82h61S XD0246J.$ 1,15 Lar69 

(~ ) IrQ" 246th Ibet. (nID) 
: 

n-5 Front X .fl666 XD6666 JoS Apr69 

(5) IIQ, n-5 Front "'" XD91?7 XD917"1 25 Apr69 

(6) 4th Bn, 34th Arty/nkt :feet. 351st. Arty Grp XD9lth654 lD94h654 21 X.ar69 

(7) )Q8th D1v:tsioo XD917> XDO.373 2.3 Apro9 

(1) a o PH captul'ed by 1/3/4 on 14 Lt!l'Ch 1969. vicinity Xl) 946630, stated that he l:7liS ill t.he lst 
Y~.It 246th Reeir.utt. ; .! I . 

'00 L1U on doounent ca-ptured by 1l!314 on 20 Larch 1969, vlcin1ty XD9446S6a tdentimd 
the ;;meen.ce of the lst Til, 246th ~t'irlentfJ 

Co Doeuraents capt1.U"ed bY' 1:./3/4 on 21 1'.31'011 ~969:11 Vic:Lrd:t.y XD950628.11 recoilfirmed ths 
thapresooeo of the lst nn~ 246th R.o~nt() . 

do Pl;'ts ~)t'ured 1:),0- :ti214 on 12 April 1969, vicinity XD792647$ stated ~J belonr:;ed 
to 1st Cos ls"u Rna 2h6th ReLr.iJ.::ant and locc.ted their battaJ...ion at above o:"id<l 

(2) a.Q- 2nd Dn t'ritton on hoJoot antl cantoon cover oaptm"Od D.i D/l/4 on 20 !larch 1969 
vicinit.y XOO'l6$7.3 identified the 6th Coj 2nd Dnlil 21!6th llec,:1.I:nnto 

Uo p'C i..., #ld above stated 2nd Ibll 246th Jbi ir.'lent liaS at this locationg 

(3) Doc:ruIWnt capt.ured by G/2/4 on 1h Lllr'ch 1969~ 'Vici ... uty X 132461.$j ide~d 
3m !m41 246th ~to . 

(4) ALL SOt"RCE A?YAJ;YSIS 
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SECRL'T 

(5) ALL SOL1OB .\;,iA1YSIS 

(6) LIlT tal:en trou dOOU:1en'~s captured bY'113/lt on 211:arcll 1969~ vicirdty- XD9hh654 
equated ui th the 4th 1ll$ 84th Arty/Rkt Rer;tDel1tc 

(7) All.. SOC1Ci; A.;!ALYSIS 

r '.-,,- --" - -,,- ,-

I --. 

o 
t'I'j 
C""l 

~ 
\Fl 
\Fl 

~ 
~ , 0 

'" ,j 



~--

~-­

~ 

~-. 

DECLASSIFIED 

(1) Drrlng ths pcr5.od 1 ... 10 l~h and 29 ... 311laron" cloud Cf:wo~at;G ranged 
f:ron. ,00 feet seattoJl."ed to l:X)Q foot brolmn :1."1 tho 11.1. and 1000 foot 
variable broken to 2500 feot overcast in the R~!} Visibility rBn[.;cd 
froll ]""3 mlos in 'GOO Al: to 4...6 r,1ileo in theP.tl~ Duri:ng tho ::erlod 
19028 lAt'Ch cloud eo~,-o:raca ra..~d :f.'1'on 12000 foot seaM.ered to c1eartJ 
VlsibilltY' ra..n[."Co. fror.: :5-1 nilss in the AIl to unl~stricted in the :a.:o 

(2) AveJ?(~e'(l tSLiJCratu.res for V:woo t1el."e3: :~()'t1 68 deeroas and 'bi[Jl 79 
daLl'eCSo T1w r::.onth:W loti 1~ 63 decrees and tl'10 bici'l '1:Jtl.S 1.01 d.eL"l'OOS(> 

(3) Hinds T.mro usr:.a::J.;y licht and variable to 4.»8 L'.OO~ f:ron the .east(l 

(h) DU1"inc the £-1....rst ha,l.f of April." the sky condi tioo ill t.'I1o AI; awraCGd 
5t1OJO .fOGt brol:::ena occasional overcast to 8000 £;set bt'oken and va:-cl.a.~ 
ow!""'..ast" heoo;;:.inc 2500 feet Dcatterod to 8000 feet brolWJn in the Pi"6 

(5) Visibility 'nas 3..,5 t';:iJ.as i1ith ground rog in the A1~a :)GCbr i.ncr ~1 
niles 'W1. ill l"Yf:,ze during the, PI:.. TI1e latter half" or AprIl and tlw first 
~JOOk of '11:'1Y 'tJitnesood sky conditions s1:oil..a.l" toths f~trst half'" but 
iuWl'f.littent ~lO'Uds wsre added lr.!.th scati:.ered af-wrnDC,n ra1nsho't:.'ers 
84.'ld thundel"'St01.'rlS () 

(6) Gtm.era,l1;y tho ulndS 'ue:re liGht und ~~ab1e t1ith occasional gtsta 
oX'~p to 25 knots? ' Du:ring tJw latter purt of April a1.ld first tlOOk 
or Lay tbJa 'tdnds inc~e<mood to 3-10 knots fro!:: ti:l1.~ s01.1tfu:last 'td th t,'Usts 
up to 30 knots r" 

(7) ~4.Wl"a.CO tot'1Jel'at;J.:res for A:Iril 'tJel"C a lOl1 68 dG&'X'ees and. a. hieh of 
80 dsgrees() The IliOn"hl~ lou tm.s 6.3 der.;rt."Os a,r.id the hid:l ,us 105 dao:eeso 

347 LORTAR welDS 3.1'$16 

rNA PO'C. , AH:J:Imrrr oo1.:i'1)S ·~5 }". 

Orrell' nOI j S FlOC ,~B1' ROt.!!DS 177 

I.rnDS S97 

G'ft,.":l'A.DCS 2~O3' 

].;IPLOSmS (100) 613 

BJJ.}!,~ (LOO) 169.336 

... a... S]3-C:Rr,'l& 
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'7 () ~~~~~~~12J!,"J!:J!?1!!d 
40 lr~69-41~69 

(1) Contilw.o Ope:ration Purple llazr'Gil'b 

(2) Oontinoo oparatdoma fi.Ott-PSB A,J.p1nil, n~, .~ 
tl.rJ.d Fullero 

be 5 ~ 69 ... Jh. Uarch 69 

(1) 00nt1.l1c1e Operation Pu:i:'ple lIa~no 

(2) Cont..imle opera.tions £1'00 FSB Aj,pioo, ~rev.U1e~ Rusooll, 
Ful.1.er Qnd LZ kt:Jy IIJ ' . . . 

C'l 15 11areh 69 ~ 19 llarc..'" 69 

(1) C6ntinne Opel'"3.tion Purple lArtin(ll 

(2) Contil:l~Je O~l.t:t<mS .t.mo FSBAlp1ne, Nm.lle, IIDBsall~ 
~er 11M tz lIfil.cll:~ 

1'1", 20 11arch 69 ... 2S'{ l1a.reh 69 

(1) Continne Operation Purple I'~1nG 

(2) (".antinne operations 1'roo FSB AI'C'Oll'16 and .t~ill 

(3) m~ to assute opoon or r/313 fCI'l' Ol:\Pl~mnt 1n 
OPl)l"StiOn: Purpltl lla.l't1n 00 orde~~ .. 

eo 28 ll&reh 69 ~ 2 April 69 

(1) Contimw Operation Purple Imt1n~ 

(2) Continua OOll£Jtruction of FSB Groene .. 

(3) Cont.'tmw opa:ations froD FS13 Ar~e.w AlI:dm.!:l !Jml.1eJ) 
Ri.ltM.IDll tlnd 12; ca.tapult~ , 

(4) Prepare to clooo :&">SB J\t>golmo W..P {> Olomnoe should 00 
~~t1at,~d by diap1ace.tiant of CP/'lI4and G<~XRAYh/12 on 30 tiezeh 69,? 

f flo 3 AprU 69 .,. ? April 69 

(1) Ccm:t:Lnue Operat.itm Purple l1m:>t.1l1" 

(2) aont.im.u~ operations :f'.ra,n FSB Alpine» l1nssall9 :Harlll.."I1) 
La tkt£palt and Sie~o 
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go 8 April 69 """ 9 April 69 

(1) 00nt1~ ~tion Purple I~o 

(2) Contime ope~:t1Q.llS freD FS:s l~g }b~~SGllIJ AJ.,p.iDa# 
~» LZ Catapult. and Si91"1"a" 

he 10 April 69 

(1) Seize·Purple 11art1n objectives mar souther't\ boundary- of' 
It~ by 12 April 69., . 

10 II April 69 .. 24 April 69 

(1) Oonttma Operat1em ~l~ lla'r'1t.1.na 

(2) Conti~ opod!'&t4.ans tl"\?D FSB jllp.tno~ ~Q'QG$ t~v1lle9 
bsol.ls LZ Catapult and Sierz18q . 

(:~) ~pa.l"e to re'll.eviL/319--at FSB AlPine and cbDP opDl."O. to 
TF Hotel~ 

jq 25 Apr.U 69 ~ 29 April 69 

(lY - Close FSB Alpine and contiml.a !ir&~ations to C'lOsa FSB 

,(2) Chop opcon L/3/9 to TF Hotel C!'l ol~ of FS13 Alp,1.neC! 

(3) ContimIe Ope1"G.tion Pu:fph l1.a.rtin¢ 

k., 30 April 69 ..,. B 11a;r 69 

. (1) Continue 0peZ'at:1~ Pu:r.P1e 11arltin., Seheci.ulsd ~s for 
l/1! ("") em)O April 69 tJill be executed on ),llay 690 

10 1 i:lay 69 

(1) Opera,tion Purple liartin ~rm:lr.nates On 082hoon flay 69 p 

~l S l'~ 69 

(1) ~~~OO 0pe:re;t1.on Herldmar l~~ :in ~t AOat 
09000"J.H l~ 69 ... 
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SEatter 

8~ ooncnPT OF OPr;RA'I'IOtrS 
~~~~ 

&" :rho ~ b.s.d gai.nad l~ te~~, th~ result of' b1s W1nt~ 
Spr1.ryg O.ftemiivo4nd had. t.o be d.dsd tho Wlw.r""rln he oeeup1~d south of 
ttllE! 1lIZ" Our CGUn'tGl* o...?£ensive (OperatJ.an '~~ ,1,Ja.rtin) Md tljO' 
tJajiOO." objectivvss ' . . 

(1) ''to. atta~k' the e~a.nd Cieutroy 1:d.s IOOn ~ ma;OO~G 

-(2), To oontmU! oftt'Jl'lSive o:perat.1.ons u.rJ,M.l tbe GrW1J7 had 
~ :pus~d, back 1..'Iltq ,tho 11iZo. All batta.11OlW and S'UpPOzot.:tn{/&ttaclloo 
uni~ 't~to e;cnt!:mte the a~ 'I.l!ttU au.. tWA~\.'its u&rEt \1)1th.er 
deatro,yed m'" rct.reaWd into too ROO~O£ thcdVlttll1 ta;med !i.l(llGp 

" 

bo l<Jhoo the G~ has 'bee.n put'iled into the llC[Z.~ all lJa:t'tal1o~ 
llel'C to ~~!b~.J~y~~ on. the south~ edg6Iillf'the, nl1.~ and erw 
batWlon at a 'tin'} t1?..B to ~te 1n the ~fi .po.,.--ti(Wl. a.f the lllZll)" 

00 StlprY.)rt.i.n.g a..~ 'uas to ~ ~ l~ on. cws:t£ll9:!;ed 
~t.'3oI4w targetaand prep fires on ~ nner~ pos:U1~~.£I ,..1<e 
Y.> be eontrolled &1;. the c~ level t1htn1. ~~ '00 em~U'e that a 
mifficimlt. mmbGr of ~ bad ooen '£1redo " 

~'O I:~ 1$ 1969,. the :f'irat day' of' Operation Jl'urple lIsl~'t&'!~ f'Ql.U'ld 
cur' ~7Ie battllJ:1ona ope:t>at1ng inNW! Colps S9~;rOOOOO r.lG\~rs aoptb 
of tha n·~zo 1hfi.! llV:Ji ~~ their "11n'~r~ Offons:tve em "-40 n1cht 
@f 2}.tFe'b69 ~ tho entire l~th Ii.'arines ,,~ deployed to ~top theb; ~ 
ptl..'3!lo 0nc9 deployed the 4th 1.~8 AO ~ an ~"'e arml'. 't'Jhl~1l 
lnelnd!Jd the JllZ and tho i.IAotian Dordwp 

~ 

bo ~tion F'W:'plG 11EU"t.i.n l-Taa chara~d by inf'ant,ry M'Ap:.m.y 
o!!l.Saaul.t.s ta.[;a1nst Cd'letlY btuike:f t~tiorwJ to inaJ:qde clo~ f~robat 
'With ;ii. fan.1.tical mml'~t in mut.UJ3lly suppO)!t5.ng fortified posit1o.'lSo 

Co 1'hf! ii.mt sienificant contaat wtl.S :tni t,ia,tsd by ~ lieu J), 

lst Dna OOm" all area north of E1l1ott ~t Bas~ (lbokpU$) km1m,a~ 
tz llaoka an. old f11"ebase a~ed for abmtt a llmlthc The location 
@f t1:d.s ~ actioo by &rid ~3aS 'xo 9661 (HUl hBl!)o . , 

do The act1w :i~d. at Ol0!t3W 11a.r~}h 69 l!hen ~' "G!e r.eooiwd 
4 l"O'l.mdlA of 6C«nrl OOl~ in. tOOh!' ~~1i! 'fuay ~ed.:3 ~ualties 
~h l"1'C'!w,t>ed. eWCtla:tiono ~'~~ the 1n~ lva.S not ~ldeNid 
oq~ e1~t$nt¢ 'b ne.'&t ~"at a.pp~Jd..tlateq 12~~ Il:m~rv "Ctl 

<:OlJllwoo:ild tho1r Mstw.J:b on 1';Z i-Jaclto The ~l"V had baen tti,llJ.ng to 
s~ ~ld :i':lLcht thfJ ~vious da~rl'!l <'1 sta~ ~cll he ~~ to,~ 
i~~t (.l',pera'M.on ?urple 1:rartit1:!lG ' 

eo It 'Has knm~~ '(>.hat tho NVA had ~v11?T £Ol"tified tz; lr.ack~ Th~ 
,",'1m ~f'IU"'lll 
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'W9.&-.oe OWl" .3000 rounds .t'ired in tboprep for the aSss:u.1t, but as the 
assault OOl1Llel'!ced" the rWA still occupied his btmker la.'by.rint..h and i~ 
dete~d to holdo l.J6t· ld.eutenant nL.100U the Cor~ Offic.Ol· of 
~ wG" pJAced his base of f1:re on LZ ~ (In 973615) ~ used 
ton!) pla:toons :tii the ~sa;vl.to The first phase or the assault "tas one . 
plato@. aa1z1J:lg a. 8I1lall lmoll north of LZ liaok, from this they esta'br.> 
l:1slwd their OOCO'i.'ld base of' fil'eo ··Tbe c~ enooun;t~d ~1'OUS 
'bcob:- traps, far in excess -Of those previous.q ~d in the 4th 
lJa.:rina AOo These davjJ;fijS 1nflictad IlUDal'O"J.S casuAlties throuQ:lout . 
OpGroti0f1 Pw."P1s l~til1e The bOobJr t,mps consisted of . ch:100ms· and 
ll'IoalO e~s dotcmated by A trip vireo ~e !WA had plaood ~ 
;00.,.10 a~m i1tlilGa 360 degr08s #U'01ll'ld their bunltara ~ 

fo h aSS8.1Ltt reaclwd the _Jit of LZ 11&ek nitb. caoo.utiGS ~l<m 
1ng lie;ht~ HolxnmrJ t·Jhe.n the asaa1llt platoon attac1d.nz Gast to 't19st 
OOCtil.'\ad the hilltop, thraG 8~U'l nortam locatod north of tz liaek stai'tod 
:f'irinc an interwe ba:i:'r&&"SQ ~tis inflicted ~l'OllS ca.st1lltios on . 
Cbr[~ !fOil i.nd they i:rera fo~d to pull baok to LZ __ ~sre a. -base Olf 
fire bad. been loootooSl . t:!~lB <'~1r cWad and -oou.ndedo 

. go me per:1:r.Ieter for .the m(,ht me loc\ted on LZAtliVo Tho ltUl h.a3 
three prmtin:mt finceJ!'SB w.)rtheast. east tllring .the ridga$ and 'tJ()st; 

tot~·LZ !~acka . In additim, +1le hill had nu:oerous drmrs lead:in6 to 
the edge of the ps~t0r and eacll drat:1 lJaS a l:1.keq a.venue of approa.che 

he' Dm."inc 1fhe assault on 1..Z !1a.ck, ~ nIl'i1 3d Bnc lJaS !lOved to 
LZ ~> to serve as a l'eS(il'VC fol"Cao At th1s time, the op&re,tion tJaS in 
the 3d BDQ AO and cont!'01.lod by the .3d En"" Clo!:1ii1i1ndinC otfioo1"a LtCol· 
DOUfl.LDo As niGht elo~d;1) LZ klv !1S.S consolidated ul th ~ itCH and 
C«~ ItL" each h1l~ he.U' the perl.rnetorG E&cb. ~ taa taaked. 
VItth local seCUl'i~ and. Ck-'lGlpAny "LM provided an arJbush on the. finger 
mrtb.ea.stQ It is l~rthnr't..i.nc that £loom Oll200H 1~9 wiril 0111)O'.I.1'~ 
~ ftOil' 'tJaS under aJ,rJo.S't const.mt eMl!q mortar attackCl Eren ' 
~ th* Withd~",·ml back '00 13. II:mN' and ~oocuP;r.lDg LZ _. tho 
e~ 821m and 6Q::rm lJi(.IJ.'t.ars 'llOl"I:I never ~te17 s1lenced-o Dur1ng 
th1s Saioo timeg "B" Battar.r and If Iff Datter.r, 3d !ho, 12th llarlnas 
prmided oon,st;ant ~ supporto At the end or the &w ~ flC" 
bad suf.t'areGl. 2 m and 21 WIA (~) and accounted tor .5 IWA WG 

:to O'ti 2 11al'ch,"J the .Qctian OJ.I:ri.n:Lslwd to sn1p$::' £ire and eocmonal 
incoo;lU1r.; 6Omm. and Bb martar 1"Ooodso ~ n])t sut£ered 2 l;IA. 
(l1i!lOJr)9 but acoot!llted for :3 lfV-!/KIA(O) u.tth §;1t'laU ar,r.lS fire/} C'onparq 
\'feil Bj~t the dq oonaolldatinr.:: their de£oosiVll positd.on, acoonpl1s1lin.c 
a:ldmi~~s, and prepe.r.Y.ng for their second ~sa.u1t on tz li.a.ckG ~ 
"0" l'troor'tod. an additiOMJ. 2 rIA (E.Vac) and 5b \1TIA (l11nDr)o As 
mOlt iiwroa~ ,,,he anirmS!hos and listeninG posts i:cm:oe asfd.gnalio It 
"(;as decided to rila.ce smtmr ~ m t.be fint:;e:f." leadinc ~oo the mrtbaastl'l ~~~~~"~ "~~~~ .. ~. -~~ " 
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,30 The 1~tbs:r oont.1nUed to ~r the ~b1Ut7 of a1.r support!} 
The Ml1.OO f()g· and :m.istine 1'G1.n ooldoD liftedt> 1h:1,s factor pl.a.oed the 
burden of f~ Support u;p'.)n the artill.erJr~: 

ke At 01i30H on lHarch, the pe~ter of O/l!4 t\nd L/3/4 received 
a g;t'OUnd attack ~t their north and northgast seetorfl The ~ ponetra~d 
tbG:1r datel[~es. ~d,.1n,!:Jj.cted. casualttoJ3.~_jm~L~ .~n personnGl1n 
thoir f1eht:tn.e h!);tese lVhen the fir:11'le 3~~ tbe amtuan on the mrth ... 
cast f~~r tried~. ret1.U"n t.o tlle l.i.nos~ .. Jt~~~.t ~~ral }WA had 
pos1t1~d. ~~ves ~ tho l1:iws ~ th,e ~o 'l:h~ aubush l~ 
Mt lT1tb SIA.~~d.~n ~s- tlerG ~1cd or tl3unded,o Sl~raOic 
s/A fire ~~d. mitil first licht tJhm1·.:t1ioel'lOr.W' tnthdl'tm'o Tbo 
tuo eor.q1f.t!tlbs suf'feted 9 KIA and 6 l-JI£.I. tihP~"i: i1¢!ll,i:nc n 'tJV:A/ttI:A!i 

10 oth~~. um. ts, '~~portad contaet>ll E/214 .l1A4 ·2 lXA (LVa.c j ~Jhe.n ~'l tp 
tripped a .~~bOOb:r traPQ B'/214 .tound·l llVft./KtA tn.u.e em patrol~ 
appa.ren~rk:'i.lled b.v'a.rtq~ 

mo On 4 l:arooj ¢hor units. ~p-?~¢ ~radi6~ .litht contact at clo.se 
q~ f'rorl ,5 to IIOI:il.rterst) 'K/3/b. fmm41IWA/t:IA and fiirEI ~ . 

. craves plW]Msorted ~o E/2AJ.· ~uad pil.troll'~ .cOntact ldth an· 
tmk:nolln size ~ force l'C:;ro.lttnc in 2 Fa ~ (~) and 2 ~WAJnA~ 
'J/KIJ/4 suffered 11&.(Ilinor) and ap.countedfo~ 1.tJVA Kn(O) in a fire~ 
£1ghto 

no ~·.51~~ 4Ction cont:l.mled and co;.'tACt t~ f.requeuto TbisflfJ.., 
t'.'f!S hish1i(;hted by' QUtstand:l.ng support fran aerial obaerveMt1 iAlring 
the dM.y they ae~tedtcr 16 IlVA/KI.A(O) ~n 'tl!oY cau(ht e~ troop~r 
'in the o~ ant1u~d:1ff~t occasiJ:meo I/314 received an unlmDW 
~ of' 82r.m'lround.$.rormltin&; iri 1 KIA;' 4 1-crA (DIrac)c Latme l/JI4 
had ~ lwA/I~ ...... ~ ........ ~l~. fira. f~ t.~ .... ~,:~.~ .... " ....... , .................. ,............... . 

Oll At 1,0019_ .attor sri extcn8ive artillery- prep.~ 0/lI4 aasaultQ4. 
LZ tAek~. ~G7 uSed. !to base of fim on ~ ~ mieh qonsist9d 0;(" I~...6ges9 
Wl~G9 l-I",,79I1 s Qnd S/Ao. Tila assault force 't~s tnaplatoonsj Ont,) 

platoon 'OOUld OOettrea.· StJaD. bill north ~ LZ !:ltclt· and tOO base of 
fire tJOuld l!lOW to this lawlla Fron this position they could f1r.e at 
the side entrancos of too mtr:eroua bUnk:e!L"S on' LZ tAe1t6 ThiS p!n"t of' 
the aBoault 'uas accOlIiPliah.od With no p.ro~1J 'l'ho other platoon 
would DOW f'roc LZ A.~ to I1l. I.;:ack usinc at~ located at tlw base 
of the h1:J.:J,.\:! Once the uni'li had ~ehed this position they 't'~re to 
deploy a,n(! a,ssa:ult to tha swmit. of the h:Ul. ~.is ,sci'lat'Je of' ~v.or 
t1O.o. vary ef.feat,.t.ve1yo '!be assault1ne fo~s rcce1.wd onJ;r a 1$ 
men they !,'Cached t.'i)e to:¢.grapbi~l erest @f the bUll:; The squad. 
and fire team ~ eOtY3Utod of l1lGthodtca1 ~ to bi.mlml" a.ction~ 
with ~1"al ::t.Mta:uces of' 1nd1viduals ele~ bunlcors mile under 
.f::l.re from. otbe1'S~ .Dur1ll&: t.he assault &CH-1J6b, Which h~ been h1t 
tJhile .resuppq.t.ng !Jll41J landed on top of' LZ 11acko . At tho t.i.rXl or . 
l~ ~!\l'l1 "Cll 1/4 1:wld'one .bali' of tho bills t-ih.i.ltl the WA.· 
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held tho other half 0 Had tho ool1ooptar lan.d.ed. a. .few tJinutas earlier 
it nould have baen behind ,the liVA l1neSI) 

po, lllen tho h1lltop tlUS secured., the tWA :i.nfl:i.~ their f'1rst KIA t is. 

~ralIJYAMdJ;J.iPP9d into a drQ.u to the saath of the h:U1 and f:1.red 
an rwa 'tmich 1d..lled 2 l;ar3.rJeso Total. casualtios tor this action. of c./lI4 
were 2 mand 8 1;!A (Evae) "Wile, they accounted fot' 16 nvA/KIA( a h ' 

qo 1ha period :fron 1-6 lIarah tJaS one of constant contact £or the 
ro~tfls forces :in the ficldG ,Tho t-.ther 't~ poor and. l1eJIlpered all 
air suppori;o DuG to the 'tmather cond1 tions, our artiJ.l.Gry provided 
a.J.m..~t all supporting firaso Dur1ng the above pa;r1ud O'Ul" direct 
support Sl-tiller:r battalitm{3/l2) fired l1.JF824 roundsG 

'%'0 The ~ 'tJllS de£'ini tel;r p.repa.red to tiGht» He t~S '(1&11 
equipped9 uell supplied, and gave U'O terre:Ln, onl;r 1'mM pIvsioally 
dislodged by 1nfantry forces 0 1/3/4 had an enLiniJet" t.ean on tz lJaok 
detonate a 00",,10 claytX)l'a resultinc in 2 FR m 81'1.£1 2 un (t;vac)o 

8G 07 l~J K/JI4 found a gTaw u1th 1 INA boO;y &B ~o 

to 08 tIaroo§ G/214 killed 2 iNA 1n a. hi:iet £:L.'f1gh~;. and suffered 
11m. {llinor}o A/l/4 auffCl'ed 2 UtA (l~) tl~ 2 incor.t1.ng roooiless 

t!i~~1&r h,ajf,~ Had tlw Mlloopt~}> h.ndod Ii, i'1!l'ff nim"itf}~ l:l!irlio,:r 
,L U:' :ni!"Y1i1rcli'er; 'RebOnCt_'IlDOCk:J~It· reooiWd a. '''''''''''''~ assault ....... ' q V7 , . ,~V~ ~J 

30 l1VAa resulting in :3 FR KIA, 3 FR, bTA (tvac), and 1 HVA./KJ.Ao ,D/l/4 
apprehended 1 detAinee e~ a. 'tMte £laCo "!ndividUa:l t~'.S 'e, frierid.'4r 
agant<3 " ' . -;' , 

1"0 09 I'larch, 1/0/2/1.! l3Ut:f'ered 2 FR KIA" 6 FR rIA (Evac). and ' ' 
1d.lled 2 INA in a f'ir-a£i@.t in the vicinity' or LZ catapul~ (:lm 825616)e 
This I'.U"€l& had 'OOan &' frie~ Firo Support ~oo ttidl 't~s ab!tt:v~d . 
00!"11' tIns yoar~ The INA had occupied the [,onem area and intended 
to hold ,this te1"1"6int> , 0/2/4 had bgen in this area for about tuo days 
SJ.'1.d oonf:Li:'mad intell1cerwe iDf'O:tU1ti.on tibicl1. located a laJ:ge fO.roo 
near tz Catapulto The s1gnifil'.a:nce of, the Wrl'a1n, ~ bel dab,;\l'!J1noo 
by tuo facts). one. it is located 4000 r.ete.rs £ron FSD Um.J.J.si t,'t1.). 
this tarNin d.ol'a:mated an eA"tensi1re tJ."G.U conpu,rlt 1n tIle Upper Cum. to 
Ri"!J'e!" Va.lliy tMoh. liaS in constant use tv, the UIlAo G/2/h nas li"sn 
the m1saion to secure lIZ catapult and ~e ~o As 
Company UO" 8P',Pl'01lehed tOOir objeot1ve theyene8£f3d a. lares !TVA. £tl1"oo 
in bunkerso 'The }WA. usod cla,more IJinaa'tdth Sf! at J.O,..15 meters to 
Wlict. casualties on Co~ !to" G 

1fo 'lhe ~t of ~ 110" was slotr aM eaut10us~ They l~re 
:maifing a.1Dng a ridge l~h1ch t~ south. or LZ Ca:he.pult and a[;,'Stn their 
Min S'UPPi'~,'t~;\art1llitl'1'G ~;,~ie~tha~ ~~ I?tm:t:.1.!.lWldto ~:r. ~ " 
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operat.laM \!> Fi:xml 't-iinC t·JaS 'td.rtt~1r m~ste4lt except tOl" Tl'Q 

SlI:pport tJhichiJaS exool.lonto As G/iI4. coni>in~ Nnii.llta~ OO~ 
~~ atUl)oom and too ~lVA ~ployed" SmOOsms and ard.peNIIl On 10 

l}a,rah, ttae ~ EIUt<ll:rod a bmker eOllPle:J~ 'tJbioh 'i:l!S the1:r pJ.".i.m&"'"'jr 

6~jeotiw(! Agrd.n t..~1' :cr::.da contact and a £1...'""et1ght OOS'UQd tdth 

exchange of 5/A. chicovs ar>.,d iJPcijso ~ action lasOOd all dq and 

a.t dar'..t: ~~- !fG" consolidat&d ~ the bul1kel" OOllp,1oxJ l'Osultl'u 

9 l:rA. (Dil'&C)~ 2 un (l;inor); j UiTA/mo 

~ On n !:iarch, es 0/2/4 con:tin:ood their attack te»~~ I,Z campult, 
the IWA lLt'U,nohod " O<'Ut'1ter attack ti.CaiMt o/214'Vlith a c~'V s:1~e . 

force.. ~ at.tack 1aGi iD.it.1.flt~d 'td-th S/A,Ch:t.OO1::1S$ P.PG~s and RPD 11Gt ilJ 

a"ld it hit 0/2/4 frotl the ITh19 Ii ~ !1Eo FiEhMl}t; 1ri<'W at 01000 q.~N; 

~;ll:r.wtines .~ .r.laW'BQ .0/2/4 suft'elosd.4 IITA& 13 l:IA (Eiao)g 1n.cmdillC 

:3 KIAts and h LIMa from at. 105 short ·:round~'l'hl.s 'Violent contact 

l:f!!dcli hsted all dPly 'broka the enmwl! s finlil at~t to hold tz 
C3.tapillt,q '1lhml the oor-.;paI\Y' roo.clwd LZ catapult Gn t1w :U~tb1) they 

fmmd 24 INA/ir'".t.A tron thai,;, a/A am artille170 Ac;ain the art,Ulel"Y 

8\lppi)rt t'l'aS th~ o;rt:N. i!r£petus u'4ioh cmfoated the ,;matW<!t In thr<oo d..'V}'S 

6,,272 artillir,y- :rou~ tleX'O !'ired t'lith ~a thousand l"OUllds in 

.. eapport of 0/2/14-& . 

l' Il Dur.inc the hea:v act~on lU?UT1d tzcatapult:t QthOl" sratl. eon", 

t.a.cts ml~ nstdG 2 09 I~II' D/lIh SUffered 9 i U (11inor) durinc a 60r.!Jl 

~~Irta.t" attaclJ.:e 10 ~~ l/K/3l4suftGred 1 WIA !'ron a. cranadeJ L/3/L 

l:fuffe:ood 2 \:'111. (rd.ruxt') am. :2 ~-:It1 (mvae) fi'«l il1.cOClinC 82m.1o II !~arch» 

Jf/2/h ldlled 1 rWA in a brief !h'efight aD.d suffered 1 Fit \T.rA" 

30 On 13 lIareh" 3d !mo, 4th 11aJ:'"1....nes continued. the1!" pl-sh along 

the rtc1.geliM ~"G to 1Z SW:r'l"4 (XD9u5624)~ This area had boon a 

:friorlfD,y position. two !JtmthCl prev:tQ~V8 ti1it h.lid 00en ~bt.mdon\9d>l 'l'ha 

tWA ~1Q:re sighted on 1'1U1i'lGrons fJot'.a.sions c«1. LZ Si~ and ~ too 

assaillt 00 LZ l1aek$l ~ oort~ t~ fi1~11l f~.'!. this po&ttiol.lo. 

---

&i0) ~a 3d Bn@ oont1anood 1:iheil.'" -a:t~ck !XI. 1,) l~~oho 'rae l"roe.ther 

(;tm~d to ~XJ air S"UPP01~t andtb.e prep f~aeonsis'OOd of 

~:U.lal".1 and S01'OO TPQ !iir ~PSlil" 'J,bG ter~ 'tm.a exceptj.ona.X~ 

l"ilgged i"4th MOP drat.m and. steep hUls~ 2hc avenues of ap~ch 00 

1£· S1e~ 't-1e!'e United and 6Wl".f liJe"OOr r:eti'el"':xi tl'w ~at of r:dnoso 

'she scbmne of' r:~,ro:t" :for tM lilttliek ~.0l'1E!Id ~1.fI and ffl'P~ in the 

~\ttat".k '!dth !flit mel wLI1 inres~~~ .. 'l'hls action ~ a.gaiu elmractel~d 

rlJ' a 13t'~ibbom C)~ in 'Wl1~ns~cted ~ra r:-..apaW..9 of w.t~ 

n:lreot bits frw l.DS reJti!lCi$c; '1be basic c.meept of fiN and na,oouver 

1~ empl~d m the. oonwar.l3' sealeo 

Db" Oom:p<m,y "11M mst"ss1g:nodtQ aaea:111t LZ Sit}~ aM ~ itI" 

\:3.;; assigtJed & bUl.Mrth or tz S:$.er:r&9 oonoo* ~m as Sierra North@ 

~ the assault e~noodB it mi3 ~~t 'bhAt L~ Siol'I'Q "t"as datondod 

by another hard'-"'OO:M lWA ~:wj,t of platoon sizG;:. tJ1th the base of f'il"G 
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looated southo£LZ S;1.f~~ . ttm platoons ~:red to the east. 'l'h& 

f1n.al a~t ~d ~ f."rom tho aouthsast.·~dee.atQ Once initiawd, 

the a.asa1tlt.c~~t(jd ·0£ fire teams and squadSt~;>kL"l{'; toO destroy each 

'buDkt:lr. . l+'lit1qd;1.~n .. ~ t.h~ intense SIA :f~: .:r-G~lVed, 6OI%J. lIlOl"t.a.rS 

am EPG's:tmre~md1nto the iIlssaul.t1nc fo~.s'; .. 

eoo By JAte af'te:n~n on the lJthg IVll4had. s~dLZ S1~a 

but ~ oortar fire had not es~do ~~lties suf'f'ol"'ed wnu: 

10 FR KIA,. '5 tm (r~ h 23 rlVA/KIA~ Con~g inolamnt ~thar 

eond1.1aans.mde ne~ a difficult taak; Mditi~, ~rous AA 

UOCl;poDS ~assed tho llel1ooptarao . 

dd@ On 14 llaroh" Conpe.l/3 nIt! assaulted S~rl:'Q north (XD 91l~3() ~ 

ThiS· &eti@n ms a 'Ei911 ~cll.ted envolopasnt· to the ·north of' the object! VCQ 

1be eM1:~ 9 awarent~ ~~ctri:ng An at.tack fran .tlle south, Yel"(1 SUl"llrised 

inSide tooil' bunkerso At tr.te end of the OOY' r/'JI4 had suffwed 1 FR 

KIA, '1 1:!A. (Evao) $ :2 VIA (!Gimr h 7 NV.\ lC[A and. 1 POlii~ 

ee& '·'{-Jh:Ue ~',BIn liaS fmg&ged. on S!~ Uorth~ ~ nlIlt 

l;"eooived a glV'md 4S§.ul.t f'l'on tWA foroos~ 'J,'his assault 'troa :J..nitiated 

man the IWA dot;ned a QH ... 46 'idth an WG. The· ooUcopter had just 

picked up ~dewes fromlll'3i49 The holo t~t d?t~ in f':l.a'nrl!s utth 

scms mewva.es aboard.o~sul.ts from this &G&n 1l'el'e1 5 FR W Q ~ 

the assault-" arttl.leZ"J suPP:!~1I a.~ acoounted for a:m,st all. +.he 

suppor~ firGso 

ff 0 :From 14 ... 17 l~' 1~$$95 artillery rounds wre t1'red in 

support. ot too 4th l~s 7V1th ssventy-tiVG per cent· being f:lred fo"p 

3d Battalioo,lis atlsault of Sj~ North and Sicrta41 T1'w uea.th.er 

improved on the 27th and 18t;h' and filwd 'Wine suppOrt tms uti 1.5.zsdn 

ggp It:l.e· notet:o~ to rnentiDn-ths.t from 1 .... 11 l<ia.reht tJea~ 

eOlldi tions 'V"",:t'C almoSt al't~ pNldbitiw for £1:md wing$' and u~ 

rostriotedhell~r ltm'$sht and ~suppJ;r!) 

hbc 1'111a1"ell, 1/F/214 squad .patrol k1~:Eid 1 tWA l4th S/A fire" 

G/2/h squad ambushed 1 tN-a M~ ~q' pe~tsi:Jl NY! KrA~ 

3h/214 fmmd 4 !iVA b~esp· 18 !raroh,l) I13/h mu.'t~ 2 rJIA (Evac) 

floom 'booby tl'Gpt)e,d claymro m1nas@ 270/214 found 2 IWA bodies burled, 

in a hunker complexo 19 IdJ~~ 2/0/2/4 aut~d 1 KIA mum IWA opaMd 

fire on lead Q~ts(; wilt found 1 dead NVA ~dth multiple shra~l 

lVOlJnds" 2/G/2/k suff'ered 2 KIA and 5 faA (}l}!rac) t:hen lead e~nts 

~ bit 'With :3 ~ra$~ F..PG'31) 51.! ~ 11G tires 20 l~:J K/3/h 

dstor-.terlt mines ~ pt.i~terJ ~W arid 4 In:A (Ewe)" .. . 

lio on 20 l~~ . thi'l long ~~ltieips.ted assault on FSB ArConne 

connenood$ 1'h1$ ~"'" ;Hill ;]Jon (m 6155S'73) offers observation into 

Lu.&"1S and piLl:'ts of: ~ Flo Chi IlDtH traU,,, Intomation ~ all 

inte1l1gew.~ 'oources· ~1ed it,\~S&cf aetiv1\y 1n "Iih1.s ~Q 
. ' . ' 

;;;"'
;.' . 

;Jj (I if 01:' tlUs (lparat.ioo, ~ ~at.bsX" had fi..""1a.lly clca:Nld and air 
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sup~ 'tJl.'!cS 8,'o&ilabJ,eG ~b18 oparat1;')ll bed. ~n plart.ned tor aJ.oost a 
:month~ but a1.r afl~ts ~,rore ooa:t1.ttgdhoavi]i 'to ,9th l~s in the Au. 
&"b9.u. Val1s.r am. -'004tb!W eomiitioos p:'ohibi tad 't'i'.te helicoptGr assault 
on this hiGh te~ ~e&~ (:1308 fuatol'S>"'~' " ' 

kk~ The sc:ll,ame, ~r~w'Rlr "'~ a t~,19 ,~ helicoptsr asssu;tt 
nth @nf1I (..'1lT~'~.dJ.pg (;.11& FSB A?{:."Onns ~,t~~' e,~ 1and1r~ in 
the val.1ey,to;th~ north,n A racQn ~~ i»~,~;t~~d just prior, ' 
to !PlIour IlrJd uou;Li g~~ t..~ assault holtPQ~: f.Utotha ZOOO3 Althoop,h' 
tho opel~;t.iOn h:M bfiG'i1,t-ont.RtiwlT aeheduied'£~;~£tt s.1'Ilmith th9 ' 
final oociait)1l ,tQ«indU,~ the 'ae~ault was "'s1~'a.t.'22)0H 1911a:rooo 

llt) 1S;tBn~@,'4th l~~s 't~ ta~~d 'l;~:1* tl'lB s.:ssa:ult an FSB ArGOIiJOO 
and h'ld ~~i ~"'~,~mn10$ to l>"SlrlLl~' '16~427 )priQ%' to 'hhe 
assa.ultoll'~ '(d.th th~~ ~n1os Cufus " '~' l~~~~tincen~ supplies 
to bostar.cdt~ ~popt. of FSB A:l"~ ~?l, ",; ~d1a'tEI AO~ 'lh:'is 
bat.lkup s"ilppl~,.~;'tr~:,'1iiini tsA,I priWed ~;~*t ~ th.el'VstlPpj~'or " 
i':t!;:eorifw'~ i~.c~~s;tl&~ t.'le d;tatanC6 ~~~~;~to~ holS..copter ,raaupp~ 

l1imo At ,;mORl')~'~.eIl" an extmsive ar-:J.:ll!1ll);'y and tnr !iNl-'" ~con 
~ "Frofltburg!'~ ~,.d tl1A~iJ:' insert 1n~"t::h~~:p~;rLZ on FSB AZ"e,\i)~eQ 
M the oolie6pte~a;ppr5~Wd thtJ LZ an ex9tt.a~~~ l~.· Ht off' and ' 
S/A fire, ~lG;s.6. i~~~e'!t.P1t Idl.llnG,,;t;~ p!~,,~~, 't:~~ the, co,.., 
P'~o l'bJp lw1:i~o~r.:b:tt thQ ~d~~~)~d.i~r.md ~.d 
forr:sd a hast;, 36PdeCJ~ !j(f~W ~d .. a:tJ;~,~d ~"'lllJ.(:t 
to sat~'~' . Almo,~~ '&~lIi.1lUmeo\1S uttli th~ ~,~, CaD3 an my! assault on 
tb.e~" Tht1 ~n.~1Sd. qui.cklw ~D'ttfrepelthe' ~\is 
initial clw.:ege all'll k1.1l,ed .3 INA in ,~e ~'9f;s" ' At~ lMldng $!. 

~ck esti.mG.t. ~*: 'thesitoo:ttoo» tho' ~.~~r~l~d tor ~n , 
ex"'~cti"i;n ~. bit¥. '~nQ If.Laediat~ a£'~'~' 19i~ct1.on~' t!w fi~~t 
transpot'~. hel.1copter .landed tl1 th theee.ttali~ ~,nde;t: ~ parta of 
~V ~ ". tbeas-ga\l.lt ~~ The mus ~i{tht.he :i~n Warl 
~1aS \Wille; ~'t~,t]d thti CH~,J.6D \;';;'atl'.sport from entaring t.beupper wm~ 
Con..~'I.1.en~"tbe lDwer ~3 was' th~ site of ~ ~,helo assault.., , 
The :Q!1;looss1t,r fGr a ;pr:tr..er.r md altomate Zi!lOO 1A~3S ~'J;r ~nstl"3:tedo 

l],nlll At :tirstl", tha .t'l\Ssault t:.~ l'CC&i~d o~ spcradie sntpor 
t1l~-esl wt. as t.if~ l~d el,~nts M:~l~l up tt'JD Jiill "t.e't~ the upper 
LZ9 the 3/l;. .lUlit a:utor.Q.t,ic ~rWi1~ti fire 1ntsmif'isd froll a t1Utually 
stippGrf.d.ng bu'tl.lf~ s.y-s:_ or1entet't ~ , oonw~ oK the LZo A.g~ 
the CO!~t ·Qi)nsl8t-a~ n~,f OO$.~~{; tba • ~; ~ umts to 
method1e8l.1ydll.iBtroy cacll buuknl"fl' . ;this ,~ ~~hed liJith a ~ 
of tiro dU'oot.ed· t<mard th.,o. &part,n;ra and, one m" tlio l1arl.nes ~l1ng 
t4 ii1 thin ~~ rat.lg@, and 8,saa:uJlting' the ~ antnmoo" '.l'b8 
action ,oontin~16d until daj .. l~ ollnd the objecti,Vtll 't'M sacure.dQ Hcms~r8 
m~ a;np$l"S contimJ.oo to ha~~ .~ "DIfI IIrif1 the batt,alj..olll C'J» 
t.b.ro'llghi;)u"t tb~ ntght~, ~ tho ~ 0 ~tY 'ltD" 8uft&:t'OO. 6 KIA lind 
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SECnE'I: 

n t\OCA (r;~) ~td.ls kill.me 15 IWAo Tha roo:t!lirt ~f- thg-mMintnc; tW-­
c~s to the valley ffDrth of FSB Ar~ -'t:es eancvllod ~J 1d~ 

hoad~>e:l'S</ll 

000 On 21. tZ11l'Ch tha UVA used. mrtara for the first. ~ slnCl9 tho 

assault the previous dayo At OO15Hj (12) 82u.t Dm."W rounda landed 

in tOO './4 CP kill1nc the R'ltt&l1on ~dGrp s...2, tuo other !~os 

and tIDtmdill[ 12 additional lIarlncso lAte!' as lwl1capters l~'G: 

~:ractinc. tbfJ __ lOOd6vacs~ Ii'sn Arconne received (10) 82m. l"Olmc!s» 

result1nc 1», 3 KIA and 11 \'::rA (Evac)" 

ppo On 21 Yiarcll ~n1tas nA" and "Olr ~ lit~d. south of FSD 

.&r[:'Ollm «de XD 685hJo rheil' mssion ,~ to swep north of' FSB ArCOnne., 

l£t.er~ Co.tlvanT A II S l';.ss1on ms nod1fi.ed and thoy ~d to too ~st and 

Hill 11540 ThIO eIlGl'lW lOOrtars had bem Shoot1n[ £ron oovoral poB! t10:!l6 

lrest ot FSD ~ w-q olose to. tba Iaotian Bordaro 

.-~ .. ·~·;<lq4-···on- 22 I:aroo the action-bad qU:i.0too oot"mllat9 eXcept for a. 

ra~ attaok on FSD Al.:pina 'liw.!ch :t:nfl1etGd 5 1:IA (Evae) and D.nother 

a tta.ek on FSB i\.J."CC!1110 5.nf1ic'ting 2 tIA (UiJXlr) G . 

. ~~,.;Q¢~~tJw-f1rSt three days'Of the a,~i:d.on on FSB Arc:onne, air 

~:rt 'tJQS''''outstindiftta Tho f1.1t:OO. utrag ",are 00 station ,('Jel.l into too 

hiJura at: d.arkness and. provided i.:nstant fire P'iror lJban noededg :I1le 

ama.l obsaiVC:!'S'V:IO:M r.~f'ioont in all roBpElet6 ft'aQuent~ rendo.ring 

:tnf'ortJation @r ~tad GlleIW pos1t1mw to tJl,e ground .tOrG$S.... 1't.l.9 

artiJJ21Y f:1.;re IUppart was &ccuratA'l and re~:iw.:> 1'hay:fUoed a 
total fii' 12,148 rmmds 00 the 19th, 2otb~' and 21st for pNp .-tU'os and 

livo li'l1sllimlSo 1'bo above rounds ~J)re £'ired 'by four l;;S (TOliJSd) 

l'w"!:ri taail:'S Il.'lld six lOS hmd tzars m FSB Alpine" 

lliBo HaU:~optWsuPPortiias ~C\ijirtiit they 't~ h1nooNd by' ~ 
e,'l"OUlrl i'U"6Q :Jlw liN.! adopted a pa:~tom an FSD ArL,onne o.f firinL at 

tt"e tz t1benaver a h€llioopte:r a.pproachedo b noise of' the 1"..el1coptor 

~ it difficult to heal" the oorlar tuoos poPo. One aolut1QUy 't-til:lh 

MO't':ed :results 11 'Q'QS the use of So fast approach to the LZ nee ci:rel.1r1c 

prior ~ la..'1dingc ~ibe b.el1oo~ would sta.y" about four Dil.es :tl'Otl the; 

.2iGm until mor~ supp%tlssion ,t"J.l'9S t;Jere started» tbtm. be \Jould. na5 

tl fast ap:p.l:"04ch into 'tIle ~ne and' oomplota h1s oiasiQ1lo 1"00 halicQPw~ 

that o1rcle~ SO!.'le~..oos tor five iUnute9~ prior to la.ndine :imanabq 

;c'aooi1md .f'il'esQ 

tt" On 2.3 la:reh Catlp~ if!)li mved their pi~lS· to an ~ north 

.:Ji fiGD ArgOnMo 'rh:ls had been the assaDbl;y> ~ tor s~l probes 

c-::j,t th~ D/l/4 ll.nooo :rJ.wy f)nQOWl~d mth1r.!.g nnt11140aiD ';mon the 

point h'Potted fi-w craves!) SeCH~~ .WiS plaood 4l'Ound the graves and 

~rt of the patrol st&\}~ to e~ the bodic~o .Cnl;r a re~j rilnutes 

Imd ol!J.paad boforo t'ho tNA op:moo f'ire en tho sGCtlr'ltyand the oxca­

<mtol;'sQ A f'i..'rafi~ht l"Csulwd. t~hi~ 1utl:lcwd. , ttA. and L. l~lA on the 

.liaiin»l.o T'.ac pa.trol k:i..11sd ,3 lNA", The serna claY' lI'S.B Ar[,"Olliw reeei '\!'lad 
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filOl"e i.nb()f,rl.nef'~~,6(w and 82'a.t ~~~s bu:t-"~df}~}',~:'IA (l:anor)e' 

UU" (In 2h llarch a patrol fiyml 11/3/3 at FSB Alpine tl<lOO contaot 
'tJith a.u 1mltnotm size rNA unit in nol'~~ eonmrnotod bunl)ers in the 
S~ area vlht::rG oOOt\)! mortal-oa had 00e.n .f'irod" i'his llleti vi tw 't~s 
");:{~d becauso FS1) Al;p:i.ns t;;as proi11d'inc support..ing t:.tres fi)~ PS13 
.!u'C>GnnG Q fifJI3 sufforod 2 KIAI' 1 1'11:A (11:inor) and IdJ ... 1ed :3 IN1 ... 

w . .) 1110 ~jor e.(~tion sbifm to rSE Art'Olma but oth.er mall CO'll­
t!ltct..s l~ mde in 'l;he L3 Gataplllt ,~SiQrmal~9 Bar'cil ;20~ 
2i'O~/4 sui"£'eNd 2 rIA (biro.e) fror.l SjA £:h~j l'ib/'4 fou..'ld l' nVA,l!crA 1.n 
G~~vosJ 1/Il3J4 ~lffei;.~d 1 1:IA (Evae) and 1 llIAU1inor) fi"O.'fJ (2) 82!l:n 
rounds" lAt-eh 21# IVJIb foond :2 tlVA/f;:u.. :Ui~VGS~ 22 !~eh~ 1/r:l3/4 
f'o'l..md 2 INA KB azv ~ 1/3/4 found 1 !IVA ~ in an old bunIroi CCf.lplexo 
23 l:farch, (J/214 ene~.mt.ered an N'lA foroo 00ltr LZ Catapult" l~$Ult ... "lug , 
in , FR ~~:u (E1rac) ~ H/2/4 squad found :5 F11.KIA :;.rJ. ~ ~ l~lff \,1hicb 
had CN.ahed 'tJest of FSB rfed.lJ.g (lID (02596)0 25 lIarch, 1/3/14 reooiwd 
6 FR tilA (B-~) frOLl boob:r tra.ps locatGd on, theirmt1 ('Ib~eetive oouth " 
of the Iil~,o 

'mi'" On 25 rla.l.-ch" 3d Bn'll rooei"irod tb.e oroer' to" cor.:nenoo :ooeQn 
orJ9r.dtio:nl;! in "ilia n2'!1, ~ tt-~ C~Gs.'@':+'04't.ltv'irt""011rod t;ra~ 
Oor~ If I" ~ Coln.P~' "Kit 't:hic.h 't76re "doplhyed eouth of tho n:.z on 
hilltops6l 'Their lOc.~ti"oo intmrttteted I~jdl;" trail,campls'es r:1hieh 
1rol'e fl'leque11tly us.cdbY the INAe T"iwoo tl:'ailS o£f~l"Gd ~y £!,oo~ss 
it) the n:z for t.he pa.trols £'l'Ul CocIpaJW' 'fJ:lf~and C~ ~Kf;~ 7110 
gI"ld locat,ions ~Il ~ !IIi? Xl) 91164I~9 Cgl~ ffI{it ID 9326550 

Do The gtlner&l ool1(!ept tf£S t OM sqMd of foorteen man 1ilOuld 
enter the )]!iZ on a. r~Con missiono !f ,the'3' rrade contact a l'S/ll6t!{:!n 
fo~tce vms deploJrodto their aid @n an extraet1:m r:ds$ionu The ;roaetiC'.Il 
£Qrce could ~M 0'irel"la..ndJ) or be holilifted" '" ~}1s Iit.ct1,~ t:la~. ~~d 
a~ dUil;irl:lSh.i.M the rate or infiltration :Uit() the tz l-1aek~ LZ AYIq, area 
and contimod until thQ em @£ p~ !!lartiri" " ' 

"" At FSB Jirg€Hl11$:$ C'nf"'.;pa.lV itA I! cmt:inu.ed tD" sueop·to the 'OOst 
and M:rthl~st(» On sevqral ooea..u~p the eorapa.;.v aoo'Ut'Qte..~ located 
6i~ tlO:rt.a.rs§ enabling su!)l)l"Ossiva f.ire w be d.ell.'i1e'.OOd" 

:~l ~, 
__ ~~ ___ ~.., On 2$ l1arch. Or.lai1ptmy fflit' continued. to S'tie0p tm;razod :ail.:l 

1154~ ~ th.t'l LaQtjan lbrder~ At 09300, the point nt.ttt$ an So2 
SI!O'Ut. hnard movarJm:Ih -to Mil :front" Aftel'f passing £he 'tj,l"d to the 03 0".11 
the 800ut Ilulvanood up tlie trail into the fj.:re of an Ak~7!l TilG 

DECLASSIFIED 

"I"" 



~'"" 

DECLASSIFIED 

mm.ker C01irp1ex t~s a oonnon IWA tactic prier to and throughout ~ration 

?nrple tiarttno A/lI4 assaulted on line througi:l. the bu.niror oomp1exo 

TheY' auf'fa:NJd 2 WIA (ThraC)g and ld.lled 61WAJ!. but an a.rtill~ short 
l"'OUlld. :tnfliC'Ged,; Fit KIA end lS m 'JIA (EvaC}e . . 

- . 
bibb\) Aii' Support continued to 'be ~llent and aeeomted for Ii 

IWA/RDA ,·Jhi.le in support of ~ "Aft., 

cceo On 2111arcl1 mortar fiN 'tJaG again diNcted a.t FSB ArCOnnGo 

" .. The attack dnrinC the af.'t.<l1"ll00l'l, intlicted 1 t:'IA (BvaC)9 2 1:IA (!iinor)o 

The Qi,l"'eCtion and loca.tion of the wrtus narc detGmined. to b9 Hill 

11549 tm.d ~ "Aft ws directed to retnm to the CU'ea and s1lanoo 

'the nortersQ 

dddQ The search.on too 21th ~tsd short of Bill J.l54 an,d 

~ ~'~II ~sta,b1ish$d the1l- mi!ht positionll l)W::ing the ea.rq no~ 

hours an Itf' ~porfjQd dof'iniw ~ and t.he l.i.tws t~re alert4!ldo At 

(0)00:9 the INA started' their probe, rut tba:f ;had t11stakan tOO llstenin{ 

post for the raain perir..eWre 1Jho twA initiated their pmoo 'ruth " 

. ~~.~_~l~~_._~t:lLP anSt19rad back ui.th ere~des" SIA and cla.ytC~s~ 

A.ttel". the _ LP started f1r1ngji tho lTVA re~cd tlleir error and mved 

,;,;:"tQ!~~."the nain~ter~ . The intensity of the fire qu1cl~ increased 

as the cama closerqrm :f1.eht coni..:1nuod for about tt-JO hours 'td.th 

arty'~ 011S and :1'ixed tnJag SUppttl"t bcl.nc eaplo~dl;l . ' 

flOO!) E~~t~~ ortho~~striti€tli'~irc~·t~t~ai-lea:st· -i;ri tWA' 

plato<m.-balfpl'OOOd A/l/49 Their ms1;alting the L:P for ttl.e min per.i.mater 

~lln:1,nated the element of mrtpli.tJSQ 

ftf» The n.sxt day Cori~ n.A,1t oontinued to pUsh tot-mrd H:UlllS4 

and found an- INA ~""5iZ9 ~r oonp~,., In -t,b-i S complex thq 

foond 9 twA IrcA tl"Oll1 the prer.tous d.aY"~ a~n" . .' 

gggG' Activity &'round FSB JU4gdima dec~d in the last days or 
llarob" and oorl¥ AprllR 

bbhoIn.,Otbcr areas o~ Purple tIa:r1&in oontaot'wasmdent i'rcIll 

26-31 IAreh!? l~ 26 g" 'fi/2/h round 1 ~ 'deCOtlPOSGd, ~WA near their 

:perirJeter under a rock ledee~ IV3/4 sniper on SiGl"i& kJ.l1ed 1 INA, 

!/3/h roceiwd ODe shor:1I 81t round inside the1r'~r" 1 KIA &14,', 
10 t:U (tV;ic)o 27 l_ch~ LtJl4 had ODe 6~, shon round land in th$11" 

por;:b:etarf,j J 1m (Dvac) and 1 l~IA (~liMl")Q .3/H/2/b. wf'£~d 2 l:IA 

(Evae) from. en~ sIp.. fire t~ on pa.tro~ 28 llJarch., K/314 recon 
SQ.ltad patt'Ql. in tlW nlz ld11e,d 2 l:v'A lmen.the iNA atter.lptOO. to anbush 

them.i)", ",Recon team !l~ct killed 1 rWA ~ tiWir' atterlptad ~~ 

29 t~;' '~J/K/3/4 ~ 'contact 'tJith an llVA. SqUad and killed 1 IrV.~ , 

IiJ/li found· seven bodies a~t~ ldllsd b.r S/A~ Squad :!;"OOon :pe.~l 

~ I/3/4 suffered 1 FR U:A (Evae) ~611 a re~:n pil:t1"Ol, made contact 

in -tha JlIZD 30 l'ia:rch" 2hJ3/4 auftf.t~d h ~crA (Lvao) fi"am a m.",lO 

e1.~No . It could ~ be detorm.ned we~ tho ~Ymr~ U8JJ tripped 
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or 'cot17land detonatedo K/J/4 squM. l"OOoo patrol ~.n the I1{Z suffered 1 
lIAs and .3. ,~ (Evao) t~en t,hej.r patrol dotonated ttro m ... 10 claymre 
~sJ 14tcr c,) 82.nmll:lOl1;ar rounds 1nflietted an additional 4 1~ 
(~)o 31 tlarub, E/2/4 kt'Ued 1 INA in a haSiW ~o 3/F/2Ih ... 
suffered 2 FR i~IA (tanor) 511 a. brief £1ref1eht9 H/2I4 found lh. graves 
am. 3 11VA mea)o 1 AprUj 1/11/2/4 oxhw:l14 lllWA(ch 2IF/214 . 
patrol. Oldo contact 'In th a.n unlfl1lOlJll size 9nerv .force and susta1ned 
It t0IA (ti1no1") f) . On 2 Apr1.1. l/f:ttJ./4 found 1 INA KI! in an old bunker 
c«1~o 3 . AprU. 1/3/4 round 1 NVA graves 14th 7 bodieso . Hoeon feC3 
fiJ!e.tJty Foot" reooiwd er£JrJg' "S/A fi:'e ~ atta'lpted insertiOn and 
the tl1ssiml 11'!iS aborted, 1 liIA (1111lo1") " rnl4 apprehended 2 civ:t1ians 
from !Iorth' VieiDtlm" connderad to be dG'tainIlasc 

Wo On.3 AprUg 'L/4 -Alt Cor.mla.nii Group t{l&S axtt"acted from FSB 
ArgontllQ ~s HEJ' and "0" t:lOW4 ....... sollthto.1in I~ £Cor =traction 
and CGm~ "Dit l?ltM3d 110rth't~st m~ tho area: to'tJarQ. FSn GreEOFJ 
(Xl> 7$9610) II ' .. 

jjj., , l/h had /3ivoo an excellent account ot tbems31ves lm1ls 
accor:.pl1sh1.ng the'Ll." ~.ss1on" b ~ 1nf'11t1'8tion l"Outoa had becm 
d1sl"UpWde.rid ll1$ :teress gue.rd1ng' the flo ctd. llIIm frtUl h1Ad ~ceivcd 
an assault tlh1ch p.w1lSd his f'o~s ~to ~ mth considerable c:asualtiese 

kkk~On4 April; L/3/h found 1 ~WA/YJ.A on a trai1 ~ a recent 
arty m.8s1~ had rMn ~ Bacon 1\,}atd "Football Star1f wb:Ue uorld.t!e 
in the lllZ obsert';)d 23 tWA dieging(\ lhe;r. ~ an arty nisaion tdddl 
resulted in. l~ ll'::A/KIA~ On, $. APl."il, K/3/4 l'Scon patrol w..d.e cOntact 
ttl. t;h Sa6 }tWA tmiJ.e lm'king in the 111Zjt . They ~d ~ and 8198 kiJl1ng 
1 UVAa 6 Ap:!l'il, F/214 ·folmd 2 rwA/KIA in cravaSa, 7 AprilJ F/2/4 
pa.·;;,ro~ ne~'XD B1J61.t3 las ambuahed 1dth ~rG m.nes~ 4 KIA, 
11m (lWac)o 11/3/4 detonat8d a C~l"8 l1d.rl\ n~ the1r peri.taeter, 
1 moP '6 1~A (»'r&c)o . De'b:r1.Jl)t of pilots and ACre on '1 API"ll showed .' 
5 1lV.A/nA nOt rooviOUBl\v reportedj) . 

~o a AprU, F/2/4 foUnd 4 Wi IiUl.ed by' artq ~ their CO&! 
tact on 7 Aprij.~ . 3/Fl't .. 14 squad patrol na.de 'oontlct' tl1tb an ~ 
f01"CC9 Tho rn.JGl':rf detonated 3. ~l.Oro :n:tnc to 1m tia:to oo~tact and . 
5/A ftro t:WAS excbrmgedQ ,hI pat.rol caJ.led1n air, artq, and B1Is; 
2 1m ~c)~ 10 April~ RGo~ Tom IfBlacl\: Dud" 1d.l1ed 1 tWA prior to 
exii:Nc'idO:tl 'With S/A ~Q n April; o/.JJ4 .pat,rol detonated B, boobY" 
trap at XD 72h623, 2 l.J!A (Dvac )Q. 'Q)/h aquad I'€lICOl'). patrol in 111Z 
tJlde C~,Il'ltaet wi 1:h 3-5 tiVA, k.lllJ.nC.:1 'NVA and mn'tel'1n€ 3 l'lIA~. Iatsl" 
l/KI3/4 d.eter..>tad an WlA a.t:lbuah ,mile a,:'~,tol:lpt1nl3 to ~ct the ~ 
squa~ 21WA/KIA, 1 FE UIll. (~lG)~ 1/2/1\ made ctmtact ldth an IWA 
force near HUl 71.~ (!torth) (XD 85265!i)s a ~WA ruo E/'2/h round 1 
lWA ld..l.:lari by' na~ E/2/4 tILde contaei# w.l.tb. 10 iWA9 patrol ptU"sued 
~ If,;d l'Cco1wd are :frol1l a ca.w comp1mt.t 1 Fa KIA" 8 \'IIA (En.c)c . 
12 Apl"ll, l/E/214 slght,:d l~lS lWA 111 tho ~ar..e cave omplex, l'lSde 
conta"'~$ 2 FIt ICrAJ! 1 FR tru (Etac >11' : 
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tIlll10 ThE) ~ cf' the El214 contact is a low land ttLth stew ol1t.ts 

tmJi9l"ine on both. ~ides or the Cam Ie Rt'ftn"o F/214 Elppi'08.ched the CliWJI 
t'urmel cot.lp:tex-looated at ID 13%390 The rNA still 4l1ve 8.f'ter SEJVeral 

~ of' B.:l.r mJ.d al"tUlew prep pl'QB the a.ction oarlior that daY9 

re~tGd into, the crJ.YaS and tunnelso As lV2I4 aQ,vanood they captUl'Od 

2 NVA "(~d during"tha ~f1s £1@lto One or the eneJl\V '£~s the 

~ cOI'D!.\~der of the l8t ~(l$ 1st &loll 246th Reu1mento Both UOr& 

i:r.1:Jediat.617 ~~ctod £:torl the battle e:rea.' ~d protJidsd timly and 

&ceurats Wormtion about tooil'· urd to 
. ~ 

. 

mll'lo 1ba tactics used to neut3."aliee the caves arid t'llilnGls l~ a. 

eamb:tnation of psyoholOGical operations and tacties ~ desiEJWd 'for ' 

assaulting ~ fortif'ied pc:t6itiono lbm the Wo~t1On l~ received in 

the rear 1;p.at ~lVA.~. ':b1. eaves' and sc~g obscenities» the ~. . 

'tJent to the field l1.1. th a ltmdspoalmr &ld ~m interpretera Just in 

ease the NVA viara stubborn, a flar1e section'i::as deplo:red td. t.h a. PSY 
Ops~ . . 

0000 ,lJhe :t'eaults of ths OOl:lb1ried ta~t1C$ :riQ~d j POH£! attrl.bu:ted 

to t.be rine~l',)rl( of," the loudspeakmo oporat4()f! .... ~rld 3 INA KIA at.tribUted 

to Sf! f'imand' ~. flap;1tbron8l"So '" .• '.. . 

pp:pa Otho,'t." acti~ durin(; the <tay't1&l'Sl ,HA" CPd 2/h had 1 KIA 

£ron a 0,0 cal, CN4'suf'fel"ed 1 KIA. 2 1:Ill' (~c) £ron' an IWA aJJbush 

1nitiated at 5 bate~·fn thick terramD arid. F/2IL .col;)f~d. 1 ~iVA KIA 

I1i.f'wr arty and.fl4" 1JGr~ ~qed on an ~ ~er C~8 . 

. qqqo At~· c~C; the caves" ~14'~ ~ ~ol'01lgb ~~ 
of t.he lab:J.rinth,?· OnlJ Apr.ll, they i'OUl'Jd the f'i1-st portion of a 

Stmtantd..al 'caches {ll.Gema.nr1f'le, (600) 0)0 oal,roUndsg (6) 821z 

mrta1" f\ls9so !a~ findS resultJ.ng fr.oritlw sC~eh l~rell (2) 82!!D 

!l»~ tUbes,fj (1) b1~ (3):aPG U~Gg (l) At,_ c47s (:~OO)6Ilmn:rounds, 

(SOO) 82D!,u. round$~ .. (lOO) 9C'an rocoilOs~ rifle rounds, (50) 37m 

cannon rqunds9 (50) .ch1com erenadea,. (S) clayr.1Orof!l$ and (1000) Q30 
ool rounds? . . " 

r.5"9 Other a.ctions on 1.3 April 'tvere'$OM spotted 2 INA and killed 

1& oN4'.~ 1'1119 ,taken under the as th~ appl'oa~ed their ~h 

Site, 2 rIA. (£;.~)~ '. 

i 
eSiiJo 14 April, AO COVelO) ld.lled. 2 tWA"dp a trail tdth his orgamc 

ol'd.r.!an~,; 2 NVA/ID.p 15 Apr:Ug AD reported l'tiVA K;) Air; L/'/9 f~~d 
1 NVlt body k11J.ed by arty, 1 nvA/kIA... 11 April, D/lI4 ar.Wush kille~ 

1 IWA sca.~ in tllsir'old niCht- p:u:d.t1ono IV314 found 1 rWA bod;y 

about fOl.lr ~ old~la April,\) F/214 rocol.'rod 1 m and 3 1-?!A £roc.l 

c~re I.'Jinesll 19 .April", 2lI1314tri.pped 2 c~:m o1nes»l KtA, 1 

~mi. (~)t>20 Ap..WU,p· H&oon Team "Football S~I'I and l/K/3/h COllbWd 

fer "1 NVA/KTA d:urlng the t1'1ie.~la:nd ~;,-:;t.;raot4On of the ~ team £roo 

tbe 1112$ AD reports 1, K6 Aii' in suppo~ of the,e.'bOve aotion~ 21 
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Apr11~ C!ll4 found. ,1 NVA bod¥ and a radio duringthoir 'BnA or the 4rce 

light area~ 22 Apr:l.::L. H/2/4 made eontac~'tttth'Ull1mo~m. Bize ~ £oree~ 

,) nvJ\IKIA. 1 ,FR W D 2 tm. (FNae)o 2SAPJ.".11t F/2/h 'rece:L-wd 11rrA 

(!tlinor) lbm SIb. fire was received 1n their tz d:u.r:1nc thGir ool1lif't" 

ttt~ On 2$ !p.r.U., 2/4 aitez- &Q~lish1ng tbe~ m1sS'lau of pushing 

the tWA back into tho ruzD started to lllOVO.~p,cuth tAtlS;r frtti the ll:iZo 

7ile sanctU&l7, orf~d the NVA an advantage of ~mtbout the 

th:rea.t of' ~cal, Purstdto Oo.nseqUen~' 2/4 ~ eou'ijl outs:lde of 
the 82e:mo~, f'l.re, 't'anp . ' ", , 

Ulmc. 27 Api'il, K/'J/h squad raean patrol ~,tho 111Z heard 8010 iii.!. 

and anbw3bEld. tb$, 1 nVA iJA.o UO't'JDvG1"t the~ct1on toroo 'WaS ~:t. 

,,4th S/A :t'1rel~ tb.~ t'1OO:'e ooving to the8quadl s p)sl.t1an, 1 FR 

me 1 FRl"IA(~)' G/2/h found 1. nilA Gutsi<ia tlwir ~tero 

,",,0 30 AprllaF/2/4 sutt'ered 1 RIA 8J.1d b l!IA (EW.I.c) dur1ne a 

brief' t1nf1gb~,0 ll~, 2AV3/4 £oundS,INA .b:xtiiiS in grawsG F/2/4 

ran air and al'hy Ol?- ,f,m tlVA~ 1 NVA m&,on~ ~y..an AD reported l, . 

IWA/KtA at In 64,9648~ 2/fI/214 sutf,eNd 2 "KIA,'" ~,.l IJIA from CO)7.ran<i 

detonated ~s~ but Id11ed 2 tWA as they ~~ ~ .. amyo 4 Iisy; 

11/)/h i18.S hi i; b;7' ~,CImIlM !ietona.ted l,lineS.tr 2 KIA,. 3, lilA (Dvac), and then 
killed 1 1lVA in brief firefigb'to 3JjiJ/3/4 suffered 10 rIA 1'ror!, ~m 

, type [as· used. by the UVA~ Ieeon '!'ewE ·~batroeGt\t . reported :; trvA/kU 
-from- contaCt. prior to· their ~t1~ E/2I4 'Ghile attempting to 

nadGvac heat casualties took. S/A fii'eo 'They re~df'il;'tl£l l6n air 

and fired ~". 2 lW.A/!ttAo 111&1'" Reeon'I'cSllt "Air t1ind:edlf El&de can"? 

t8.ct at XD· 881586, ~d to LZ tar extraction and tctok additional 

casualt:l~sj 2 FIt KIA; 2 lfIAl) 1 NVA/kIAo Sl'lAY'$'U3{4 su.fret·EH~ 1 t-;n. 
----(.EIrac) from an enSllW' sm.paro, '.. ..". 

W'ifo 0021~OQI ~ 69 ~ra.tion ~ {~ ~tedo 

100 W:.5iJI,TS ......... 

(1) usm 

KrA 101 
i1.!A (LV~C) 336 
1~!A (m:nOR) 91 
IlIA 0 

(1) lWA W. 341 
va KtA 0 
PO\, 4 

(~) US A..~« 

illS 
llIA (nvAC) 1 

DE'r 3>' 
, IWO 198 

csr:c 24 
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In adolf tio:tt to tJw a.hovo figu:res tlwm ~ro iilousands of :m!.soollatlGOUS 

1 ter.1.S oi~ :}'VA 782 c;tlIa,r destroyed" 

Cit All araas 'W'e!'e searched a.ttter air striloos 01:." ~ilJ.e:r?Y riissions 

if' t.hey lWl"e in claSG J?;t'O~dni.t;l to £1';"lanti1:7 troops!) For this opo:ration.$ 

the 4th La:r:'i.llGS ~d thcir entire 11.00 Thvs all areas tle:r~ ooareh~d. 

it flot ~mJ.S(,'liately fJ dn.~,l:".g s~ part of the operat..1.Ollo 

d,? tro 1.1Il'ti:n"i.alB of' t~St? origin 't~re discowred ftl:l\OOpt fin aSI!le!.1bliea 

of 60r.I. nort.ars; a.tte~ they hg.d been f'i~d a.t uS;.a 

~lo .A.drlimstrat:tva Latter'S 

a~ Gel'lSr'C\l 

(1) Su;;>pjiest~:tle handled tl~utl). llorr..;n1 l.ogisticru. ~"'IDf}1$ ~ 

USA. to FIe" De. lJanC$ ami FLO (B) in QuanG ~'" Fl"'O{.! QUane Tri to the IS!!. 

a.t, Vando¢f't 't~ by moor convoy ;rnd helicO;;iiel'"" 

(2) Tlw af'fGcti~ooos af the rcslll-"Pl;r effort &r~r00.9d Upa!l hsli.,. 

oopter availabiliWe 

(3) The position of troops in the f~teld p~S&nted a. vmow of 

. problemJe ~uent1y, units ucmJ.d be locatod in areas ofaxooss;t~ly thiQk 

w.rwpy 'tflich affor'd{,\l1d no LZo This vrob1en 't-ias a~at,Qd by ooploy'mr; extr-a 

lone slings on the G:Kternal l'G9t~PPlY' ~ 

(L) Opsl"at1 ')n Pm"plc t~h had OOWl"eU. periods of POO1" 'troa'\:'.h.or; 

O!ll~ porlod beinc .. fol" aichtoon d2;ysa 1 .... 18 l:at'cl1e This fJUt a OO~l"e ~&n 

on the 1ndividuiilljarim to oor-q eXtra eq~};t.len:t."! In a.ntiCi~tion of 

continued il1c1erJent 't~ather, thG norr:iaJ. D) da~r6 ratione 'tID:ro often in­

creassd to (6) ~~.. l.~pons l'o:r.Jliood aoooi"dingto TOo The !A:d; (1-. (2) 

tJaB ca:t"l'ied du:riil.t~\. t.h~ operation a'ld used ~nt.1y in assauts on b'!:!.nkerso 

. ~~.. u~d't!;) ~:rovlda ~llent fi:raj?~~-JS:r l'm the sqt.ad ~l, but . 

the HE 1"0' "tti"oU1i1 haw a lo~r da~ fol" firing in th1ek te~1n(, The 

V19 shotetm l'OUndproved ita lYOrth d;w:>1ng c~ratioM in tb1~ ~.m.11~ 

b., lJa1ntc:na.nea 

(1) This area o£f~d aoy.'e l.J.riol~ problens beea~ or the '(Jet 't.th~l"" 

~t ooi.1..elon nainoonanee by th~ individuru t,..9.a~ 'HaS eX001l9ntc TMI".9 

't-:O~ por10Cl.s of 3ho!'tltU3S,1> but nothinc lilii.oh eurti1.:tJ..ed the c;~t etf'~"f..t> 

0" '.t':f.'aatnent of' Gast.1ilties~ k~tion and EIospitalifYAtioo 

(1) ca.sualties 't~ e~tcd b:;r hst1ico~'tGr to liCit IJ.':D a.t 
V.A.!mDGRI:?1' if' '\:round.cd ncar or 1~3t qf V1tiDEOP.IFT., host. ~~monnel· 

aN evacua.ted £ran "0" ~;r.D to. 3d LfJ3 Bo" ;1n Quane M" or sent to 
om of' tvro-1l6-Spital ships aff: i~~9 c~~~r vr:;T..,nALaT..roatr.,oo,tof tIle 

't~ded had re~~iwd. mU.;r tha 1rl.0ws~ fjf>at·i3e.t);:o~d ~ttminC to 
(iuty eDlilr.nntad that they Neei ved ~oollent ~ ... 
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(1) Trruw:;orttl.t.iof.l. fo1' i;,a~~ rows ~l1oo upon the lwlioop-ool'",_ 

~cI!:S lml~ llSed on various ooca3ions fQ~ r.~s to a...~ in. c~oo pro~"'3itw 

to ;at'»· if! 9 1m 

. . . 

(:1.) Clat::nuniootioos ret1aiood eo:run.s~~1tl;i eoPd, d~1nL tJ.la operat:too9. 

:fu~ t~~ ~1"1.odgot poor. eor.!f.ru.rA1~ai;;l6nsbut 'Nlis pl'Obiem +'30,$ a.llovia:t~d ~71th 

the ~stablisl1L'exrli of' radio ~lays on ~ oooos~ , 

(2) ~ Support :Basa ijovi~ '[·;as the nidnstll,y for Oti.'i;' oot.ll'.w.ication 

ef.f'oll:tB d.u:r;i.nC~l)le t+ar:t:tn~ Fron the ~9 the lla~ntal' Col::f.lander lw4 ' 

dU'I€K:t ww.~~,tiOn8 1;: t.l:l his entiro ~L1E:ent and his ~em'" at Varidetrlft.,i). 

UfawU1e p~~d atl 1t:;port4nt coonn,mieation$ ro:taym:ri.ng lst IbIS operatimw 

at F:313 Areou..~~ 

E±%:: ~FrO~t,f na:lcL~ eoupl'tld ld tii.~j\1,\~l.e "'~~ ~nt}d'~ ot¥ iltM1if;~' 
'N,m~J",d"so ntKdudl ,~l'th~rogir1l1irrt, tms hi th~ tte+qto~ tit(1. Gnti~ Pi.l.l'p:t~ 
1:an:.tn Ope~at:lon"th;a.::FtO~d :oo.,~a 1nci:t~~4'~~ lOlr,~ 

" " '.1' .' ._ • " 

'," " 

t).(; The :rUJ{J9s'GW~dqu~ etlPloyed ~~.g, .. mti'lIl Purpm l;~al-t:l,n \ns 

t-he 'be.i'D'On,~ . Th.1Sb¢£l¢9>:n ~1SB ~loJ'ed ~~'/" .~;y 214 in th01:t' AO~ 

By la~) ~:?:fj.l eaeb.,~t:"~a.lion lmd o'b~ ·~ .. ~~~n arid 't~s utill:idhe it 
f"Ull;r ?,:: ' . '.' ':: .' ", . ,.'. _, 

aQ} In geJ;wl"<ilIjl'fmo !~s~o'XW ~m ~i tlrl.s.. o~tion sinp~' ~~;;'i 
ftfrl~ the ).()sso~ l$.~oo in the~~)); :t .,~'t. 'i"~~has:L~ ~, ~ 
pij1.p t4nea of th~~ployr.1lIm.t of S"up~:in£ ,~ for e~~~ ~p:3 of' 

~Ulo The nt)~¥"l1 ~t coM.s1;;f.qg Gl ap:i,jrOJr3,r:a.tcq 'lQ00.;J5()O l'OUnds 

~R.9"n1t anoogh~ .,' b ~D1A ha.w~:~ ~ btdld burifooors islt1.ch can. aOOol"b 

a. ~ct hit. i1fO!l1OU'l? 105 hotdt~ !md's~lI.;9S QV1m ~ 155 hOl-r.tt_,. 
. . . . ' .; ~. " . '. '., " , 

b G The' 17i;~f¢ ot ~~.r oo~port ~ e~l'&iy b.tnd~:F:~; id"ian~,Q of M~dlir 
~?O@ps~ Bntm'Uf;i~'Of' . the ~ bunkel's' we 'anecrunts-ret'\ll advaooe ~7,UJ slot! 

and coS-ufo 'Ins~~ :1,.'1St&1ees tt:a1r :WPljQrt hud·:bean 4~"fdlable .~ 
~atlwr he:l';Vt ~(tllrni:t;ing i'aetor ;,;. 1~ eould. h!iw'p~~ napalm. on ~:li~ 

of the !10~ co3tJg.object.i~$ "" li:AO~~ mfnA; 'aooSIEfu1A nORma 
- ~, .; 

':?:'''., 

~u Tl.'1~ isam@d for. cl.ooo~ lisisM .'~~ tlw l'l900n 'l:.l$a."JS am 

the i.nfa?l1;il')'"p pur ~.~ndation 'vould oo~f~on ri3~sentat.i'1i}$f,; 6.f~' trli) , 

'be:ttallonlmrol.to af'is:tst the- ~,t~ .~~ ... ~,,,,, .. ~ii th9 ~eon teenj 

Sill a.l~~t(;)l"aC~t1on l~t~ 1)8 to, " '~aq£ t&&i8. 

O~Qting '~~. MtJ It) to too Mttall~il-'" , ,::~'t~m ;moon tEJans 
~qujreftsa:1mm:$ 01" lil~ m~ ~l ~rtcj ". ,., " ' 

~ 
'·.ll~/~ ~, ; 
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HEALQUART',tSRS 

~th Larlnes (-)(Rei..1l), 3d Henne Division (Rein)., FlJ.F 
l!'PO San Frano:i.sro 96602 

Co.\m :anding Ofrioor 
Comr.1aJldi.'1g C-e:neral~ Tlrl..X:'d narlne Di vj.~ion 
c..,m.::t:rm.ng Generel.f Task Force Hotel 

4 July 1969 

SUbj s 11sI'ine Corps ~ia:l.;tars -:T.nCon11Cction 'tJith Operation Purple l'ia.rtin 

1" In acooreanee with pa.ragraph 15 of' rete:r.el'l0e (a) .. the f'o11om.ne 
l~'e}?o:rt is su1:m:bted. . 

2~ Pl'Oble:r:l area.s enoo'Ill'ltered during Ope:rntion Purple liartin liars as 
£01:1.01.-16 : 

(1) On 26 ii'~brual.·Y the L-tb, r,s,rI'J.l'les 't'Jsro directed by Task 
Foree Hotol ,to 11.'l.Yp..adia:tely ,Pl"Spare a 'bo'l.U'lr:lar'3' l\lUhin their C".J:."'1.'ent AO 
£0:(' the ,sepax'a'oo Opslretioll has8aOOuaetts ~y" This t.ask 1mB accom­
p1:Lshad and an overlay su.bmi tted~ On 27 Februar.y the 4th liarines l~:re 
ini'ormad i;;ha:\j. this boundal<r,r 'Has ai'fectiva on the 23l"d of' I"ebruarYJ three 
de~y'S heft;:re i'l; 1m8 p~paredo 

(2) 1\.t. 2400 28 Fe~ 1969 Operation Seo.t.1and II vms 
t.ej':'f,l:L'I1atod arid. sit.reps tY'ere prepared on a b.th li.arines opara-tiol1 1:~ith'" 
out, a ende Harie..,. Thls operation involved the 2nd and 3:rd. Battalions, 
ldh;Ll,a !1ass..emu.setta Ba.y continued ,·~th the J.st L:e.ttaliono 

(3 ) On. 2: n~:!:"eh 1969 this Reg.tri!ilmt. lJaS not5..fied that Opera.tion 
2rarJsllclmsoM~s Bay lraSQhang~d to Operation Pi.U-pl.e l~Q 81 traps . 
'frW1."EI ~J!)Dt:'L'l1ued lfl t..h. i:.he 1'19t-j' haadingl:t 

(4) On 12 Aprll 196,9 this F..eg;i.ln.ent 'Ii~ noti:£'1ed that the ~~d 
optOl"atioll of the 4th Uarl.nos "tvas now considered part. ot Opo:!?,at1on 
Ptu.'PU:! liB.rt:tn and all previQ'U,s actipl+S l'iel"e to be inGluood in that, 
op~!l"at:ton", On 'Pul:'P~ liartin Sitrep #111 oo"lrerinc the period of ll06CiO 
to' 111200 Apr-:il 1969 -!;;hesel totals 'tae~ ®mb:L~d,.. 

(;;) Althow.h s:ttrepa on O:f,.'el"at:1.oXl Iutssa,ohusetts B3y (later 
Ptl1>pJ.e l:arli:f.n) 'i:t0I'G oOlm:;enood on 27 ~6bl"'Ual~r 1969 to cover a period 
'ooG-inn.ing 2;; Ji'eb'),."'ljf.U'7 the l"6[,'iEentm~$ t'IUbseq'Uent~ inf'ormed that, when 
Operation .secrc1ana II ter.minated at 2400 on 28 FebruaI~ that all 
Ha...s3ach.use'~ts B~ (Purple liartin) opar~iti(}nS prior tc~ ~G.~at time -v;rould 
be cm1f'.d.oored. a. pal·t of Opel:-at;;ton Scotla."ld ~-. 
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• 
(6) All of the above cl18.J.'"1t:es 'Here recei ired vor~ :from 

the 0-3 Section 0;(' Task Foree Hotel and 'Nere p111"Pol"tedly direoted by 
th~ ;:,. ... d Larine Dl vis:J.cll.1" . 

(7) .- ma oonduct of" separate:'.;r ;nztn9q. opal"a:!:.iOl"lS by ·!.he 
Sa:1LJe rac;1mril:. ii'i ClontiguOt;fl googr2.}::)h:l~ areas and frequent shirting 
of n&ieS", daii6s and 'boundaries created an. unneooss8.J:'Y administrative 
btl.l'den.., Th.ese )l"1' .. iblens CO'l..l.ld be easily aV-lided sir,tply by mmo1mcing 
the _ ~:r1.'dJ.:tatd.on of a. a::tnele operatio.:n and the com&near-..ent of anothel" 
at a ~ei.t:tc t.i.r.10 and date,. 

. . b:--nf'fect:i.ve -tiJ .. ea for ho'U!.l.do.'\l"ji ad,justments '" 

-".:":'" (1) 'fhroughot:t the operation a bo'Dndill"'1' adjnatt'.ent Ot" a chsnr;e 
in urdts under the ope~('a.tional control of' the 4th l'jari.~a were directed 
~':I.t a tir.1e in·the lX"l,st .. l~ather:~·tb.an the futttre... -

(~) 1'ihtma ohange -:tn~m.rl.tOOundar'.te5 is Tl8..de it takes any ... 
'Hheref.rom a, .fe~: :r.rinutes to sei1~ral hours to" not,j.ty subordinate um.tso 
Th~oo '-chane;es aro tre.nsm:tttea.-~ith{!)l": by radio by'i:1Qal'ls of an OWl'lay, 
Ol~ roWe 

(3) To hava :;l, bouii&a~~}'" changes:Cf'cctive 'before .all units 
oollool'nad aw a:t;'al-e of its exi:'jtence presents the possibility of troops 
ooifl-t; :it>eated ~.n thi;} AO of an adjacent unit, or delivering organic fires 
outail'1G their l"'e'Vised AG", . 

(1) When the regi:ment asSll.'ii'leS .oparationa~ control of a urJ.t~ 
1;h18 eorrtrc,l is gwe:eally pa.ssed OOl'JIl i;o an appropriate 'battalion" pro ... 
"v-ld9d j.t _:i,aa. tm:i.t loss tItan ba:ttalion si~i> ~(;,--arO~ess of" tho size or 
Ml:1pos1t:lon of the ciiit coiidilg unde:i'4th l:m.nas control, a. period of 
t:i.J:'£' is l>eq"(Lil",.,d ijO establish com. :vnications, brie! on the rJ.ssion 
9.~ .. ~~~~_ .... ~~~ ..... orient the ru:'l:'ivinr; mrl.t iiO the e~d.st1IlE s1tuation~ 

... .. ... -_._---................... _ .... _ ................................................ _ ................................... _ ...... . 

(2) llhsn Olie:rational CCJl'ltrol is passed prIor to establishing 
eor~:;mrl.\}at:to!ls 1.li th the incor.J.ing 'U.l'li t control canno·t be exercised 
ovel" the <'),Ct10X"J.13 of that, ti.n:i:t, nor can fire aupJ,lOrt 00 pl'<Ovided" 

------::-t3) If opel'e:tional eontrol is passed a..fter connmioations are 
established but bet'ora liaison or briefing can be accompIished.., f~ 
auplXll·t 7:r,1.11 be delayed and. the unit cannot effeot.ively:reacrt to 
~CIdl"el:iloots w"c.ieh my 00 laid upon ito 
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(1) .J\. c()ntimU:n[ :r.equir~!l';,;errt exis't,s for t:llnel;r decisions 

at all 1evah of OO1m::.and and (!}.xpadious notifioation of' suborr..dnata 
units~ . 

.;;,. .. -- ..... "".1,,_ 
,~ 

-(2) ana ~:J!"..8.l;p1e or .failure tci-!:i~etth:ts :requ.i.rs:tDlt occurred in 
!pcll~969o 011 that oocasion the 3:rd Batta.1ioll 1ma opera-tin.[; in the Jl~: ,,:,~'·i'h 
1~ti~11;::tit';le contact.. The 2nd 13:1:tta.l.ion 1*lS deployed in close prox.­
ir{lityto the nt:z 8.11a 1'faa lYlal·diiCec.n.Mirt. 'tdth e.ns;w forces dd.:i.y .. 

(.;) ·'ihe 4-th !.iar:U¥:8· xequ.as·l:.eo. -that:it"lW 3rd Battalion opazoations 
bs tGz'uinated and that tha 2nd Battalion COlJLencc op.:n-.atiolW ~"1.to t-he 
n~z<) T§tSk Ii'oroo Hotel 't'JaS q'uel"iod. daily on th£; st:s,tus of this :reques't 
ulth neithq)l" an af.i':t.rm~ti.ve noZ;-a:-neeaiivo rul!.m~l" being recei'Ved~ 

(1~) Al?ei".tod~ ~f twel~_~~ys e1apsao. before a nega.tive ans'VWI' "rjM 
racGl:<red,," 

_. -._-- .-.. --.----;-=0<----,--

_ (5) DuriIiS· -this-period the 2nd Batl!&.1iOl1 !JaS TJaint.ained in a 
rele.t:tvel.y static positiono ·~me1 did not have authority to cross th.e 
SQ1.:thom bcmnda.!'y of the ll~Z; Jre't. ito 1iUS rot prudant to 1rl..thdra't<l 
e~lts to the S{)1.l't •• 'fl if' tbi~_t;tFiJroYall":a.s 1?orthoomngo 

(6) Tho abov'$ is oIi4r one e,xarrple of the :raqui~m. for expeditious 
actions e:lther v..±'.fimat:tva or negative> on l"eq:Ilest.s ~tint f~lrl thG 
PJ.lf;":br~nt<> 
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3480 
Ser: -0A17169 
20 Jun 1969 

CONFIDENTIAL (Unclassified upon remova~ of basic correspondence) 

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on HQ, 1st Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mech) 
~ report AVBL-C of 4 June 1969 

~-

~-
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~~ -

~~. 
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~-
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From~ Connnanding General, 3d 1>rIarine Division (Rein)" Fl1F 
To: Co_nding~Genera;l~ U-.· S-~ Military Assistance Command, Vietnam 
Via: (1) Commanding General; XXIV Corps, Vietnam 

(2) Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force 

SUbj: Combat Operations After Action Rep·ort 

Ref: (a) MAOV Dir 335-8 

10 Readdressed and forwarded in accordance with reference (a). 

2. Gontent~ noted, no action deemed necessary. 

1d:f2J~~ 
~. R/KRAINCE 

By direction 

DECLASSIFIED 

·COPydOfMCoPies 
CONFIDENTIAL 

'CvQy~ 



~--

~-

=--=- ~ ~ 

~~ . 

~ -

~ ~~. -

~-

~-

-

~­

~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

lUti~ II~ 
....................... DEPJiRT1vlENT OF TEE .ARMY 

HQ;lst Infcntry IDriga~-;-5th Infantry Division (~oh) 
APO Son Fl,'ancisco 96477 

AVBL-C 4 June 1969 

SUBJEC'.r I 9onjpg] Oporution After ·Ac.tion Report - Operation TASK FORCE ftEl1AaEN,t 
16 K.'U"Ch 1969 ... 29 April 1969. . 

THRU: 

THaU: 

TO: 

Co:m.manding General 
3rd Marine Division 

·FPQ366()2 
-

COl11n1.:"t!lding General . mv J1Qrps -
-AP096308 

. 1. (U) N.Al'1E·'&T~~ OF OPERll.TIO~: 
"~"~_"""".,....".;.:C"""~,.,,,"=."'".:~~,,.-""'"'''''''. 

-"-- - _. ..-~ ... . ... 

.-~-"--.,,-,-"'-.,, ,,~.,:::,~:.:'"~' 

''';" ,";;;"",,,,:;;w';; ",;"~,; ... ";;;;;.~,,, "" ,,,,om"'''',, .,,"',,' '"'''"''"''' ,,,,,,,,,,, • ",,, , 

Vietnmn 

- --- ----- ----

'2..$(U) !)j~TES. 2~ OPERA~01l:: 160800H IvTareh - 292150H April 1969. 

.,'. 

- -.. ---

S.(U) ~ LOClalI.9!!: ~lcstern Quang'Tri Province" RVI~ along the Laotian border north •.. 
1ios'i;. a.."ld,s_ojl'li1J. 9fJ{,h.0.Eunh. Maps" VIETNllM" 1:50,000 AMS Series L7015, 6S41 :1:' and 
rl/; and:ru.11S series L7014~ _ 6342 I~ II" III" ~ 1J.J.. Mnps, Vietnam" 1:100 .. 000 AMS 
Series L607, 6341 and 6342. . 

. . .... " .... :c:.~~: .. ,. ...... :: ...... : .. ; .. :.~ .... :_ ... ,. .. ..::.:::: . 

4 .. ·(u) CONTROL ~ADqu/~T.ER§: 

a. From 160800H N'Dl'ch to '1ll300H April 1969 the oontrol headquarters \Vms the. 
1st Bn,,-, 77th ll.!'mor" 1st Inf Bde" 5th In! Div (Maoh) 0 . ,. . ". ". .. . 

_o_~ ____ ==-~= _"___ -=' 

b. '~-:Fi-O:nlii1300H April 1969 to 292150H ~;ll1969 the control headquarters tfM 
.the 1st Bn$ 61st In.f O<bch), . 1st In£ Bde" 5th Inf Div (]!bch). ',. -..:.--- --.=---- ---=----- - -- ~ --:-'.0'" .. 
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E'-T~L 
AVBL-C 4 June 1969 _ 
SUBJECl': Combc.t Operation M°t.er ll.cti~n Report ... o-,fleration TASK FORCE REMAGEN, 

16 ~1.:1l'ch 1969 - 29 April 1969. 
- -

1969 and 08J200H April 1969 to present: LTC Oarmel0 p. Milia, 062462. 

aoting Cormnanding Offioer" 1st En, 77th Armor from 311200H March 1969 to 
08J200H Ilpri11969: LTC Jolm M. Pickarts" 0620~7. _ -

ll.oting Commanding Officer, 1st Bn, 61st In£. (M) from 10J.400H April 1969 to 
191200H April 1969: LTC WaJ.ter J. Biokston" 071316. 

Oommanding Officer, 1st Bn" 61st Inf (M) from 191200H April 1969 to present: 
LTC David E",Ha.:t:'tJ:gan;--Jr., -0661$9. 

60 (c) Tll.SK ORGANIZATION: 

a. Phase I _ (160800H l1al' 1969 -- Ji:ljOOH Apr 69JControl of the -.lst Bn" 77th 
.l'lrrl1Or). 

j$4] 
B/1.gr Mech ( .. 3d Plat) 

2/C/l;"17 Armor 

ry:£1 a 
C/I-77Annor ( ... 2d Plat) 

3/B/l-61 Mech 

-------:-w Control 
C/1 ... 40 llrty (lO!; SP) 
Sets/1 ... 77 Al"l1lor 
Mort/I-77 iJr,mor (4.~ in SP) 
Sec/c/1 .. 44 J.rJ!ty (Dusters) 
Plat/,¥7th Engr (Reinf) -

2 Dozers/ll Engr (USMC) 
_ 2 Dozcrs/14 Engr (USA) 2. Am - ---- -

._-

b. Phase II (1l1300H Apr 1969 - 151200H Aprh9, Control of the 1st Bn, 61st 
Tni' (~JI). 

~:N D 
B/l ... 6111eoh (-3d Plat) 

2/C/1-77 1",1'1110r 

TH C 
0/1-77 Armor (-2d Plat) 

3/B/l~1 IY!Gch 
-Sqd/A/7th Engr 

. ."''''".. ~ ";'"'~';'~-

TM ll.RI10R 
P/1-77 i~~l1Or ~-3d Plat) 

2/ A/l~l Moch 
Sqd/A/7th Engr 

.. TF CONTROL 
0/1 ... 40 irtiTIO-; SP) 
W4-l2 }1arine f,;rty (155 SP) 

. rlc.tin(l ... 12 ltJriiili ~t~- (n in SF) 
Sct/l::.bl ]fech -
Jl.lort/1-6l l{ech (4.2 in sp) 
l/A/7th Engr (-) 

1 Dozer/AI7th Engr 
1 Dozer/14 Engr (USA) 
2 Dozers/ll Engr (USMC) 
2 AVLB 

c. Phase III (l51200H Apr 69 - 201200H Apr 69.; Control of 1st Bns 61st Inf (11)., 

Tr-f A 
All~ch (-2d Plat) 

3/ A/l-77 JirIllOr 
Sqd/lJ7°'uhEne;r 

~---."." -~-----
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T}~ JI-PJ1OR 
AIl-77 Armor (~3d Plat) 

2/1/1-61 11eoh 
Sqd/ W7th Engr (Reini') 

contt 
TF COlllTRot ' I 

i Izd 

,i, Dozer/A/7th E~r 
1 Dozer/14 Engr (USA) 
? Dozers/ll Engr (USMC) 
2 AVLB ' 

C/1..;40 llrty (105 SP) 
Ml4.12 Harine Arty (1,5 81') 
Sec/l .. 4t~ N:ty (Dusters) 

Phase IV (20l200H Apr 69 - 292J50H Apr 69). 

!C1!J..-A 
A/l ... "DTMech ( ... 2d Plat) 

3/ AlI-?? .lU'111or 
&:J.d/ A/7th Engr ' 

TM AfIlvl0R 
Al1~77 Ar,ffior (-3d Plat) 

2/ Wl .. 61 1{cch 
Sqd/ W7-bh Eng!' (ncini') 

TM .ARVN 
2d Trp/7th .tlfWN CaV' 

'.ReCCi:rl" 06/lst A,.1iiJN Regt 

TF CONTROL , 
0/1-40 Arty (10~ Sp), 
M/4 ... 12 ~rarines J..;rty (1.55 SF) 
Sct/I .. 6l JY.i3ch . 
Mort/l..61 Mcch (4.2 in SF) 
l/W7th Engr (.;;) 

1 Dozer/1J7th Engr 
2. Dozers/ll Epgr (USMC) 
1 Dozer/14 Engr (USA) 
2AVI13 

, \ 

e. M/4-12 Mc"'.l'ino Arty l-ro.s a 155 SP howitzer ba·tte17 consisting of three (:3) 

'-,oTiritzers. Four (4) M)48 cargo carriers were atta.cfred to M/4-12 :!-mine ifJ.'ty to \ 

,D._"1.'Jr ,::u;mrunition. , 

" :'. Tho section of dusters framG/l-WI. Arty consisted of two (2) dusters (Twin\ 

, ", .'. -1J.ll t:t'ucke d, nn ti-aircl"'D.i't ireapons) and. the platoon of B/l-12 Marine A;r:-ty '\ 

t;(J"I.disted of tuiO (2.) 8 :inch self-propelled hotdtzers. \ 

7. (u) gUPPORT;EUG FOlWESt, 

a. Aviatione During the course of the operation 2J042~OO !bs of cargo vrere 

moved from Vandergrift Collibat Base to TF Ranlagen a:nd included such items as tanlt 

engines and trMsnrl.ssions. The cargo was hauled by umm CH~6 and OH-S3 or US . 

/Jl'my CR-47 helicopters operating from the Logistical Support A:rea. (LSA.) at Vander"', 

grift. Conlbat Base. In addition -'che Brigade o.:v:4tion sectibn attached one UH-J1{ " 

helicopter to TF Remagen for command tmd control on a c1aily basis. The· UH-1H also' 

hauled 75,000 lbs of cargo. 

b. Artillery: 

(1) Throughout the operation TF Remngen t-1M supported by a battery of 10,5nml 

seJi'~ropelled artillery (c/1-40 Arty). In addition" trrcee (3) 155mm seJ.f-l?V>Jpe1~ 
led how.i.tzcrs from 1<1/4 ... 12 Marine /1rty supported the task force from II thru 29 

Aprll1969, <.U'ld two (2.) sej£rl?r~ff1:8;, ~~ffr' Tlf B/l-J2 Marine N:ty 

If' " "'~ 1 .. \.I ~ 
1.», ... .: 1:: ~_,. i~ ~ .-~. j I L,~~ l,~, ~ 1. .. i· 
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Sllworted the operation front II thru 15 J~pri11969. 11 total of B,,883 105mm; i044 
155ii111lJ and hoo 8 inch rounds 'Vrere fired in support of Task Force ·Remngen. . 

(a.) Throughout the opei':'a tion two dusters frO!1l c/1-44, Arty (T-vci.n 40nnn anti .. 
aircraft guns mounted on an :r.141 tank chasis) aupported Task Force Remgen. IJ.­
though not employed extensively during this operation" the dusters vrore included in 
the orgmization in order to provide a i'Jeapon with a large Cllllount of fire pm·rer" 
that could reach the tops of the ridgelines overlooking Route 9 from en Lu to Iilie 
San11. The road from Khe Sanh to Ceo Lu is cut out of the side of a ridge line and 
winds through 21.9 kilometers of excellent ambush sites. The 90l1lIl1. gun on the tanks ," 
is not able to eleVD~te enough to hit tlietops of the ric1ges and it was'felt that 
the clusters 't-Jo'Llld help ll1nke up, for this deficiencY't-rhile the column 'W!'.s between Khe 
Sanh and Ca Lu. 

c. TAC 1l.ir: Throughout the operation forward air controllers (FACls) flet"1 
over the uren of opora:liion. Tho FAG t S Here used to adjust artillery and mortar 
fire, conduct aerial roc onnais sance , arid control air strikes. The Fl~Cts· used for 
the operatioJ.). 1-Jere USHC IrACls assigned by Task Force Hotel and the FACts from'the 
2.0th Tacticql 1dr Support Squnc1rcn that are reglllnrly aSSigned to the 1st Bde" 5th 
Inf Div (N). . 

B.. (C) ll'1TELLIGENCE:. 

a.. Enel1W Streiigth. and c1isposi tion i!1 the area of oper8.tions vras unknown prior 
to stro:'ting the operation. Intelligence di.d inc1ictl.ta that highwiW 926, l~hich con .. 
nected north-south Ratite 92 in Laos i-rl:th enem,y baso arens in. Vietnmn entering RVN, . ' 
at XD780234 nnel rluming cast to :xD9852.99 nas being used by the W.b. to trtil1sport men 
and materials into South Vietl1c.'U''!l. by 'V1heeled whicms. Aerial photos showed the 
road to be in cood condition with signs of recont heav:y- use. In addition, Ttk'U'ine 
reconnaissance teams ha~:reported hearing-tracked vehicles a~ong_ROIlte 926:"durmg the 
hours of darkness" m1d aerial observers had, on several occasions during the lat~r 
pD.!'t of February <mel the first of lfu.rch, reported suspected trncked vehicle TotOV'(; .... 

meid:. v.J;ong the sarlle route. J:t vms bel~yec1 thaJG the tracked vehicloc, if tl19y did 
in fr.ct exist) lJCre pr:ime movers for supply and or artillol'Y o-utNOYB, but the pos­
sipilit~ did exist that the enemy had moved tanks in'\;<) the area. (Enenw tanl<:s had 
struck the LDllG Vei Special Forces Calrlp alol'l,[:; Houte 9, thirteen (13) kilometers / 
north of Route 926 during the 1968 sie~ of Khe Sanh). .. 

b. Upon first entering the area around 1010 Sa.nh (x:n86239B)1 on 19 March 69, 
elements of the Task Force found only signs of the 1968 siege. As the Task Forqe 
pushed on closer to the Laotian border" its lead elements passed through the Lang 
Vei Special Foroes Camp (XD794361). Four PT76 tanks, all of 1'1hich hael been destroy~' 
ed, were found at that location clong with an abundnnce of old llIUl'litions and de­
stroyed e~uipll~nt of both IqvA ancl frien~ forces. No signs of recent· nctivity 
were apparent. Not until the len.cl elements reached the Xe Pon River (vicinity XD 
7B0340)" on 20 Hn,rch 1969" 't.J'ere there any sifsns of roCGll1t activity. At this point 
fresh footprints in the river bottom :i.nmcuted possible platoon sized elements had 
been in the area within t.he last 21+ hou;!s1,4"" Aerial obsm.""vTlrs rop0rted signs of :re­
cent activity ,all along the Xe Pon R:1;ver on the Laotian side of the border. Such 
signs £\tl gardcn.s, corrals" and fish ne.i~ alome t;1C bank of the river -vTere seen by 

the load. elements·, of, C';" 0-'. it-,I:EiO. f"~ . ~ lAeIl[.iod of 23 }far. 69 through .., 1 ~ ~ i _ . 
~ . ~ ~ w 
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29 ilpril i969, clemonts of the Task Force spotted vehicle lights and a. large amount 
o:f Dl1ti-aircraft fire almost nightly in the vicinity of the Co Roc liountains 
(Xl17~.0317). Intelligence reports" red haze ruld rep0rts from nerinl observers 
operating in tho viclility of TF Remagen during the hours of darlO1ess all indicated 
that there was a large enomy force encamped'tiCst of the Co Roc (The enenry :force was 
believed to be tho 304th NVA DiviSion). 

, 'c. The dominating terrain :feature in the area of operations south of Route 9 
lVas the Co Roc. The Co Roc is a granite ridge in Labs that runs along the border . 
from XD725348 southeast to XDq68321 and then south to XD753270. Var,ying in height 
from 850.moters to 515 meters MOve sea level the Co Roc is more- than' ,300 meters 
higher than the rOle S~ Plain and the crest'of the ridge is only one to t11reo 
kilometers inside Laos. From their'priviledged sanctuary high atop thO Co Roc the 
enemy llas able to direct mortar fire on Task Foroe Remagen as it moved tOlmrd 
Route,926, and 1dth artillery'the enemy could control the majority of the Khe Sanll 
Plain. Other thnn'the Co noe, the terrain in the area of operations was of two 
tn::lGs: hir;h steep moun'Gains ruld gentJ:.r rollinB' plateau oovered w.i. th elephant 
grass. The hiGh steep mountains vrere characterized by dense undcl"growth and 
nUinerOtlS mountain sti~ec:uns that were found on the eastern and northemportions o:f. 
the urea. The slopes of the mountains 'VJBre a challerige to track vehicles ,. and 
exceeded sixty percent (60%) in many cases, The plateau ran generalJy 'trest from 
the Khe Sanh area. and to the south along the Ie Pon River under the Co Roc "With 
elephant grass up to fifteen (1.5) feet high ceveJ;'ing the romninder o:f the area~ . 
Erosion has 'caused many gullies running from the mountains" west into the Xc Pon 
-River. '. Cover and oonceallnent 1ms Boad- :~'(r£'dism.ounted troops throughout the area -
and conceaunent for tl~ackecl Vehicles t'10uld have" been good alone the Ie Pon River" 
lJhere tho trees and su:t.Touncling vegetation exceeded 100 feet in height in most 
. ;:!,c..\:;'::G, except thc.1.t the area i-las so dry that the vehicles could be easily spotted 
by the dust that they stirred up as the~ moved,_ . . 

d. The vmatho:t' for the period l61~~c~ ~o :Ig.1J,J?ril vms extremJ.y dry ldth no 
rr,:ll1. Heat inversion caused the vis:i.bili ty to be only fair during the period of , 
2.6 Har 69 to 30 l'YIur 69, The reduced visibility iias an asset on the Laotian border. 
TGmperaturesr~l1Bed from the mid 90 l s to l05° F c1t.rring the period. Throughout -the 
operation the weather in the pass east of I{he Sc-wll and runninc ea.st by northeast 
ilTM characterized by 1011' clouds and :rag lvhich lasted Ul'ltil a::J;icl morning each d.Dy. 
This concli tion hindered w-y mrcraft from entering the area of operations prior to 
1000 hours. During tho last two weeks the weather tuJ:<ned cool and several. rain, 
storms created trafficability problems in the mountainous areas. 

9. (C) l{[SSIOl'f: 

" a, Background: Based on the reports of , "heavy vehicular traffic along Route· 
926" and the reports of possible tracked vehicle movements in the area, the 3D 
Marine Division launohed Operation Maine Crag on 15 Harch 1969. Operati.on l'Iaine 
Crag was desiened to be a reginrental size search and clonr operation along the 
eastern portion of Route 926 and'8.l~ound the LaotiDl1 SD1ient in Quang Tri Province. 
The 3D rlc'l,:rme Regt J.vnded on LZ ia .'3u;Le;on (X08J$275)!l Pm.':l,8 (10)808236)" and Hanoi' 
(XI1802310). The Marines moved east alone Route 926 searching for possible enellW 
storage and ass~ll1lb~ areas <md tr;y:i.ng to find vI here all of the iJraffic along Route 
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b. 11ission:-· The mission of TF Hemgen was to open Route 9 to Khe Sanh" cut 
Route 926 in support of the 3D Marine Regiment's operation }mne Crag, 'protect the 
3D Narine Regiment from an attack by an encnwa;rmor thrust frol11 Laos" cOllduct re~ 
cOlll1aissm1ce in force operations on tlre Khe Smtl1 Plain,and to conduct striko ope~ 
ations as directed by Task Force Hotel. 

10,. (0) CONCEPT OF OP~TIOH:. 
'..!.. 

a. Took Force Remngcn'was to stage at .Ca Lu ('YD015455) on 16 Harch Dnd' begin­
nine on the morning of 17 Mal:'ch the Task Force was to move west opcn:il1g Route 9 to 
ra-~e Sanh. The move to Illie Sanh was to be a deliberate move, 'With the scouts and 
engineers clearing the road of mines ~d obstacles" the mech infantry securing the 
highgrouncl along the route and the artillery displacing as needed to cover the 
lead eleman-ts of' the Task Force. Mter the lead elements opened the route the -tank 
company nnd C011]11and group were to proceed through 'to' IUw Sanh. From Ca L1..1. to Khe 
&llu~ 21.9km of Route 9 is nothing but a turnina, twisting road cut out of the side 
of a steop ridge line. In short, 2l.9lan. of Route 9 is perfect ambush countr,v and 
TF Remtl.[:;on vIDS not going to take 'any Chances. After arriving at !Coo Sanh the task 
force iias -bo proceed south as "~apid1y as possible to cut Route 926 and protect the' 
e:xposecl flank and rear of the 3D Matine Rogt frOlll any possible enenw armor thrust 
from Laos.'--Because of the nood;''J:.o 'got a.stride Houte 926 rapidly the task force' 
i'JQulct have to move along.the rel~tiwiy ea.sy terrain at the-base of the Co Roc. 
Onoe astride Route 926 TF Remagen"'was to COliduct SGD.l'ch and cleat operations south' 
oJ: tho highvmy and alone 'the Laotintt border. . 

b. Mother objec-liiw of Task Force Hcmagon liJ'as -bo give the enewJ causo to think 
about the vuJ.norabili ty of any equipment 01~ units that he might try and mow from 
Laos into Qu_m'lg Tri using the 'main avenues of approach into the Province. By de­
lnol1stratin~ tho abili:l:;y of a mach/armor ,force to operate in tho difficul~ terrain 
hrounc.1 and to tho south of Kho Sanh the enemy iV-auld not only :realize the w1n~ 
ability of his infiltration routes, but the vu1l1erability of his main lines' of 
domnll'Jl..icaticl1s :in Laos to an armored thrust would also becoroo quite apparent. 

c. It vms decided that TF Remagen would operate at lthe Snnh without a e;round­
line of communications. Because of tho'lenGth of the road f'ro~l Ca Lu toI\he Sru:1hl 
the distan.cG that the task force planned to move frOl11 Khe Sanh l1hile operating in 
the ru:"Ga, and the lilnited corlIDat pOvrer available to the tasl<: force it tl!'.S decided 
not to wnstc combat power on the security of :reS1.1.]JPly operations. .AJJ. rGsupply to 
iJ.1cl~e all gas, oil at-t:. 1'~91ueclil91rt. 1J<:l!l."ta r·0:i.Q thu vul:d.eJibu 'trM to be ae'C"ot,;'jlil:'~--<d 
1?y <nr. , . ' ' 

a.. At 0600 hours' on 17 liarch TF Rell1.agen depa.rt<;id Ca Lu for Khe Sanh •. The scout 
platoon of tho 1st Bn, 77th ii.rIllor supported by the attached engineer p1atoo~ dozers 
and AVLBs IGd the way. Progress 'V1D.S slav; but steady as bypasses around destroyed 
bridges vJ8I'G constructed, lIJlLEs '!o!2re used I'f3peatecl1y to Elpan washouts and fallen 
bridges nnd tl1e road was ffi"JOpt fcc :rrtnf>'f)C; r:::'he 800l,,"1;8 :'e;:-.Ghed 1'D92J.4l9 at 2015 hrs 
and established a night (h:si'ensive poaition at tl1e::li loca:tiorb At I80600H }hrch the 
scouts and ene;incers resumed -bheir operations westward. B C0111pm1Y" 1st En" 6lst 

._Inf (l13ch) s:Unu1taneousjU, ~~q,e,' '~,_~fl .• • ']. ~'d to o'''sec1).!'e the high ground 
vic XD93~410., At. 1530 ~'Ei !"\~~rJjS~ . (105 SP) displace~ from 
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Cll. Lu to X:0921419 to 'prov:i.cle fire support for the Task Force elel'i1Onts ",~hich· no1V e». 
tended along Route 9 from XD913403 east to Ca Lu.By nightfw, the scout platoon . 
had crossed tho last barrier to traffic and spent tb,e night on the role Sanh Plateau. ., 
Their arrival 011 the p1a·Ge~J.U marked the reopening of Route 9 for armored traf:f'ic~·. ~ 
A prodigious amount of 'engineering effort had been req~ured in the first two Ck\y'S, 
Thirteen (13)· bypasses v.rore constructedl the A'i7LBs !mel been launched and recovered. 
six (6) times, and enemy anti-tank mines wre·discovercd and destroyed in tlVO . 
locations along the route~· C CompnnYj 1st En, 77th Armor began moving west on 
Route 9 at 190800H M.!lr 69. The Task Force ColTlIilarid Group ~ end combat tl'ains followed 
C/l .. 77 ill'nlor. Tll9: mn.roh Went w.i.thoutilic:l.dent" andaiitask-.torc-e elements had' 
closed on the plateau'w.i.thin five hours. Lead elements of the-task force rE:achod 
Khe Srulh City by noon" 'l'ifhere they 'tiGre visited by LTG StUwell, XlaiT Corps 
Ccmunancler. .-

b. on 20 £tIarch TF Rema.gen moved tfu'ough the abDncloned Specinl Forces Camp at 
Lmlg Vci (XD79>363) and then turned south alone the Laotian border tovmrd High"Vmy 
926,. At 1520 brs on 25 l1a:rch TIll C made contact vr.tth ll!1-3 l.far:ines in the vic:tnity 
of H:ighw~ 926 and established a night position at XIJ777236. Team B passed through 

_ Team. C at 1700 lirs and -spo-nt the night -al:.-XD807236. ' The battalion 4~2 il1ll:brtar 
~~. platoon and the engineers displaced to Ja)799255 to support the teams. Team C 
=- ---pJ.acedanambush at-the point-'tvhere Highway 926 enters South V,ietnam after .crossing 
~ the Xe Pon rLivor. This ambush engaged 3 to 5 enemy moving ;through the ford site 

w.c1 the one:my returned fire. 11. search of the m-Ga the f'ollow.lng morning .revealed 
blood trails; ti'JO 82mm mortc.r rounds were found at Ja)7802J.r.2. 

~--

~ """" -"" 

c. From 26-29 Harch 1969, both teams conducted .eXtensive senrchnnci destroy 
operations north ruld south of Route 926 from the Lactiml border to the viqinit,r 
of the Laotian SaJ.:iBnt. '.A,pproxima.toly 100 square Id.J..ometers 't-Jere senrched 'Vr.tth 
ne[:;ative results. Hig111voy 926 'VlaS found to be a good dry highvroy for vihceled . 
'To:uclcs. Observt1.tion of the Laotian side of the river revealed numerous J:mts". 
:~l:~r<:ors and trails. On the night of 29 Har" Team C started mav:iJlg north back to­
tTl:.:::'(~ Iiho 3a11h. 

a. li.t 30072.DH M.!:Jr 69 ~. Team B and the bat-talion nlortlll'" platoon began moving 
nOl~th. They were a.ttacked at 0836 brs v:i.cinity XD778239 by an unknoWl'l sized enemy 
1'orce. 011e tank 'VlaiS._d.arlreed by an D.J."1ti-tank mine, and another '£Vas strucl<: 'by an BJ?G •. 
~ D returned the fire and stmpt the nreu-;- Tl'll?ee eneft:w bodies ulere found. Team B 
suffered throe lwlu1ded in action and both damaged ta.r4rs were repaired in th.eir 
field loe ations. Tealll C had ~n:t. a tank platoon, pD¥eood - by a mine stiJeep roem, in 
reaction to Team Bls firef'ie;ht. Following the tlruJ.eflI'TLlt,;p teru11, the lead tank struok 
what was ostink.ted to be tlro Chinese Communist plastio AT mines stacked ona on top 
of the other. The explosion b1evi' sections of tanlc ti'ack ,300 ~ters from the .. 
vehicle,,' and left a crater seven feet in diameter by f01lr feet qeep. 'While seci~ 
the tIwk and.svJecping'the areal Temn C discovered and destroyed a lurgc el1e~v cache' 
et XD790255. The cache contained the following, 

82mm mortar rounds 
60mm mortar rounds 
75nim rec():UCss rifle rounds 
.• 51 cal m rounc1.s 
37nnn. rounds r. n ~I. r I 
1.62mm. ronnds i,. ~~. "-'iii J, 

- ':~.:,;.t- ~ I r 

l120 with fllZ8s 
.2)_8 1h.dtl;l :f."JJ:e·s 
. 36 
3500 . 

E TIAl 
DECLASSIFIED 



i'o---

-, 

DECLASSIFIED 
~ -- -- ------=.--~ .. ~---- --'---'--'--~--~--..-.-.----~-~ 

AVBL-C 
SUBJEOT: 

. tONFIDENTIM. 
" I , . . 4 June 1969 

Oombnt OpcratJ..on After Action Re}Jort .. Operation TllSK FORCE REJY"J.Ilcm:N' 

16 lW'ch 1969 .. 29 l~,pril 1969. . \ ' 10, 

UFO boosters 
OhiCOlil Lt 1·10-
M(-47 romnw1ition 
RPO " 2. 
OhiCom Grenades 
110untl El cal MG 
Gas Maslc 
Plastic anti-tenk mine 

2, 
1. 

3400 
2 
2 
2 

300 
1 

Team B passed through Team C and moved north to a p1ght po?ition at XD76$292 ~ 
Team 0 secured th«;: badly dalnaged taJ:1Jc. The fo1.1ovaing mbrnirlg (.31.6615H Mar 69) Team. 

B rec~ived approXi..mate4r 100 rds of 82mra. mortar, resulting in one (1) friendly KIA 

and SJ..X (6) V~. Counter-battel"'Y fire from 0/l.-40 .Arty 'Was placed on the suspected 

mortar position, ip. Laos and the enemy fire ceased at 0654 hrs. At 0855 hrs Team 0 

recej:ITod three (3 ) rds of 821.1U1t mortar from the Laotian side of' the river but there 

'1mrs no casualties. At 1215 hrs, Team a came under mortar and RPG fire. A VTR 

from C Compa.ny~ 1-77 ·Armor took a direct hit from a RPG detonating six (6) LAWts 

stored inside resulting in one (1) KIA, fou.l' (4) WIA, and a total loss of the VTR. 

Team 0 retvxnedfire 'ivith tanlc guns, suppressing tho enemy fire. 

c. From 2 throuGh 6 Jipril 1969 the Tas1~ Force 't-J'8.S invol.ved in extracting the, 

clainaged vehicles and. in relocatine back to the vicj.nity of Khe Sanh l,;d'lBre extensive 

f~tenance was ~rfonriec1. It '1\1UlS'ii "be l~Gincmbero(~ t!la;G ~u of the 'rc-fJk>.ccliJet/",---fmT ::;s, 
GO. :WC]_u(1o trnckp nx:-d :?oweX'.p.<o.cks~ ha,d to be C:~ol."i."i1U1"Cd by ~dr. . . ... 

f. On 7 .l\J.)l"iJ. tho task force moved north to oonduot a reconnaissance in force 

tOimrd LZ lIlpil10 (]])755530) w.i.th Team. 0 'td1ile Tearll B conducted search and cle.ar 

cpo rations 't-Test-northvJGst of the Khe Sanh ,D,ir.fiel.d. By being able to move from . 

~;:;'··,o Sanh. to Alpine the armor/li'lGch force demonstrated that al'lllOr is capable of get,... 

tj_:::; astricle all ,throe of the lnuin routes of infiltration into Quane Tr.i :Province 

f:- -)1"1'1 ~~!D.OS. 

[;tt on 9 l'.pril an accident occ'L1l'red at' Vandergrift Combat Base. Late in the 

afternoon a }1.:'ll'ine CH-46 crashed and burned destroying the Divisionis fort-rard 10-

e;istical support al"ea. (LSA.). Tho LSA at Vm1<iGrgriftwas the sale reans of support 

for TF TIolTk.'1gGn, "the 3D iYlnl'ine Regt and the 4th Mro:':i..ne Regt. The LSA l'El:m::1.:ined , 

closed on tho lath und, did not reopen unt,il II April. Operations b-,f TF Rmnagen 

were wle to continuo tulabated. ' 

,h. On tho night of 10 April 1969, after the LSA had been closed all claYII 0/1-40 

lJrty sec'lU'ed by "&ho batJc,alion hendq~'U:'ters tank scction and the scout platoo!.'; moved 

to X1)811369 nndconc3.ucted on artillery raid. Targets consisted of 40 to ,0 vohicls 

lights v:i.c XD780280, vehicle lights tJ.t XD761328, JID772318, and grids XD7703~~ . 

XD770300. The battery firccl.1149 HE, 9, trIP, and 70 VT rounds. There were 45 

soconc1..ary e:xplosions$ including 6 large flashes. One large. fire was sta.r.ted. 

i. On II APril the 1st Dn, 6lst Inf (:H) l"oJ..im.recJ. tl::,o 1st TIn." 77th Armor as. the 

control headquarters of 'IIii' llmllagen" l~t ·13L!!~: hrs t,h'3 c:)lllT'Hnc1 grO'L1.p, scout pla;toonp 

mortar platoon Ul~d support elements of the 1st Dn~ 77th i~nor eeparted I(be Sanh and 

after a 97.6kli1 road '9]h.' . ~.~ .... ilir.J.~. ';ffil .. ,t. 4. ':'.fr"-. rt Nrol?y at 2030 MS. When 
the 1st TIn., 6.lst I.1"I..f (H! ~'d ;a:~""Icnq: ~. ·:r;i l' tl . th 1..t .cJJ....6~ Inf' (~-i), 
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, All .. 77 .l\rr.lor, the scout and mortar platoons of the 1st Dn, 6lst Inf 0,1)" a 1$5· SF 
bat.ter:v end two &rti.ne 8 in hQ:~rl.tzers. The 8· in'·howitzers broke down: before they 
r8ache~ Oa Lu &1d fl/1-77 Armor ·had to drag them to Khe Sanh after dark .. 

j. After arriva.l at Khe Sanh" A/l-6l Inf (j'yI) moved tmvard LZ lllpine to conduct 
search and clem- operations south of the LZ 'while B/l...61 Inf (M) and c/1-77 A:rmor 
conducted senrch and clear opel"!ltions mn the vicinity of Klle Sanh. on the 13th 
J.j1-77 Armor begvn to mave directly south from I{he San.It, toward LZ Saigon 
(XD815275) mlc1 Route 926 attempting to find a .... 'lfJY through the mountainous terrain 
that vJOuld allow the task force to in.ove between Haute 926 and Khe Sanh -vr.:i..thout 
moving along the base of the 00 Roc. 

k. 1I1hi1eA/l-17 lUmor moved south, -t;h.e l"81nai .nc1er of the task force' made a. , 
dash for the Laotian border. Employing Tii.O air .. artillery and aclvDncing c1.irectJ¥ 
west from Khe &'U1h the rllOch/al"nlor force m.oved tOi-Jarcl the b0rder attempting to make 
the e118liJY believe thnt his lines of communications in Laos 't·rere in c12118e1", and that 
he vJOulcl be attack:ed in his sanctuary. The enemy did not react to the feint. 

1. On 15 April D/l...6l Im (11) and 0/1-77 ,Armor departed Khe &mh for 1Z Shnron 
~1l1c11Z Nal'lcy respectively. As the companies reached Oa Lu the colu.mns split. AlJ. 

'-il1oporable' vehicles movec1along·Route 9 to Dong lID. and then dO't-m Route 1 to their 
-Tinal destination 1'1hi10 thc remaindcr of the compwios moved through the newly open­
ed Da Long Valley road. As B/1-61 Inf (M) and C/1-77 A:r1110r departed 1<he Sanh ·the 

-- - tuo (2..) 8 inch hom tzel~S that hadaccompaIJiec1 TF 1-61 Inf (M) on its move to Khe 
Sanh retumed to Vanclorgrift, ColilQat Base. 

m. On 19 ! .. pril the 2d Troop; 7th .AUVN Cav reinforced by the Recon Co" 1st 
jj~VN Regt moved from Gamp Evnns to Ga 1u. The follO'tving day the lUl.iJt-f moved to lUre 
C;:-:nh and was pL'1ced 111'1001' the operational control of TF Rel.'ni1gen. After al'I'iving 
'}t Irrle Sanh tIle ARVn con4uct.ed search and clear Dporations north of the airfield 
~_~: then irest "t,01oTa:rd the LaotiM border. 

11. on 21 April' A!l-77 ill'!llor reached Higln-J'ay-926. llfter spendiJ.1g the night 
o.stl"idet119 hiGh"t-my" A!1"77 ll,rmor returned to 1Z Saigon while A/l-<>~ Inf (M) moved 
thl."Ough the tank compw-y, turned east on Highw!1Y 926 und conducted seorch and clear 
operations near the Laotian Sa.licrrli in the vicinity of X088522$. 

o. On -bhe 23d the elements of TF Romagen that had been working along Highway 
926 begM their move back to Iilie Sanh. The last element returned t.o Kha Sanh on 24 
April and the Task Force pori'onned raaintenance in preparation for its scheduled 
move to LZ, Sharon 9n 26 .APril. 

p.. At 0330 hours on 25 .April an estinmted NVA battalion minus attacked the 
2dTroop" 7th fJlVN Cav which ioTas locate a at.im812lJ10. The attacl<: started l'r.i.th a 
heavy mbrtar barragewtdbh lasted for about one ho'L1l'. (One mortar round landed 
near the FDC track of c/1 .. 40 .Arty killing the batteJ:'Y executive officer and vround­
in8 every man in the FDG). FollOliung the mortar f:b:-e the enemy attacked the lJ}.'VN 
position using RPGs .. SliU\ll arms fire,,, autml1n.tic "t-JGap.Jll':1 lire, fL.1..11lethr01IT6rs and 
small satchel chare;es. kG 0600 h01.1XS the enemy lwoku e::nta0-G lsc:ndng behind 33 NVA 

KIL l~ further search of ~ . maa ~l~ ~~:-i-r~l-~~f 12 1ll{ .. 47s, four (4) 
B40 launchers .. ono (1) D.).!. < ~Qh'er,;';t;t'lo! (~);~P ~. i~' . Jangalo.re torpedo, tliO 
(2.) polo charges., fif'ty ;; ",,~~i.)CQrtg:;,t~i§t.....·. I: oft, @1"] - arges and one (1) flame-
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tI;t'O'tVGr •• Frlenc1J.¥ casualties' lmreeight (8) l~YN I~ 40- ARVN l-JI,tl." one (1) Austra­
lJ.an adv~sor I~,,-two (2) US aclviso~s, ltJIil., two (2) US ICWi.,t and three (3) US WIA. 
Three (3) ARVN' personnel 'carrie~s,i-rere destroyed and ',one (1) tank from 1l!1"77 .l.t.nn.or 
was, clam.agec1~ .' , ' :' " 

"I .:-

q. the ~':in.ove fromfllie Sanh 11'nSpostponed until 2-8 April to allow Task Force 
Remaeen tjillG to conduct a thoroush sea;rch for the enemy. l .. t 03,00 hrs on the 28th' 
the anent attacked once again.' This, t;l.lne, the !ilD.in attack was directed agaillst- 09 
1~, 1s~ TIn, 61st :rn:c (M) which was located at XD845390. The company '{lIas alerted , 
jus~. prior to the start of the attack by a listening post 'Which sprang an ambusl1, on 
thE( enenw as they were moving into position. The enemy attack: was supported by:' 
UPG" mortar, small a:rnlS ru:ld ll.utonmtiQ iVeapons fire. Throwing satchel charges _and 
using f1rune device s the enemy ch..'U:'geEl from the southtvsst but 'tvllS unable to penetrate 
the perimeter. At approrimntely 051~0 hours tho en8mybroke contact and disappeared 
into the niGht. While A/1-61 Inf (M)' w.ns' uncle.r attack, both 2/7 ARVN and the Taslc ' 

';fg~~,Q:P_1"Jer-e probed by the enemy ground forces. 2/7 1i.RVN moved to .fI/:L..61 Inf O·1} 
:;\..oc,i-'l,tioJ:!'N'l9,._ fl'WePt the nreai, The day 't!.aJ3,spent atte~ting to regain contact arid at 
llOO hrs C!l-U Inf lias air il.s,saulted into an LZ near_the:I-ale sanh airfield. "6n ... ' 

: tact i'ras not re .. established. .; . . .- . 
r'" ," '';'" 

~ .•. ' ,- 1. Fl"iencUy casualties vrore five (5) 10;4 a";~-35\~. I~tadClit:i"on.,;i~io (~) ,. 
_ 1051mn SF howitzers and one (1) ~48 c~o carrier :were, 'c~od w1~ie, :,8ne I1'}' ~3.u 
~~.=-cIJCrsonl1e-l cat'rier" one (1) rviJ.8A3 tilnkl one (l)l-Jater tr~lerciid one '(1) 1-15t~8 were 
~:"E-destroyecr:(One: of tho 1'1548s.1~;Was J.oadedlti:l.ih 105li1ln a,mmunition which exp1odedc~i;lising 
~; most of the f'rlenc1lycasuriJ.ties). 
~.~ ,---,--;"---- -- --- ,,~ ,,,,-,~ ,,::,,;,,:,:~~~~~~.::fr~~~:ilL~I:,::,'''!i'i!1:H!!tii!f"~''':~'' " :",,:::,''''" """ -;;;;;-f ~~ .~:-;"~- --;::I~~I!iII!ii!ii!iii!!ii!~~BE",",'""'l,,~~~~~',-~-:-,E~:-:,'cc,"'~"~':-;~;;;"'''' ;~E"'""cc~"","" 

, 6" The enplny lost 34 NVA KIA and abWldoned the follovling '~quipment: 15 #{-47s, 
mle' "(1) UPD !.MO;, tvJO (2) RPG-2s, 500 satchel charges and 76 B-40;rounds. 

r. EncrlW tm.:i.:lis involved in the contacts of 25 and 28 April have been identified 
,:;'f" elom.el1t~ of the 57th and 9tJ:+ Reg-lis,304th NVA DIV. 

~. l~t 0700 Iu's on 29 .April TF ReIik'\gen began' its motre from I\he &.1.l1h be.ck to its: 
hOVE base. Because df' the encrn;v ~ttacks on the 25th and 20th it '-JaS ant:icipated 
theenenv hael mined the road f:romIllie Sanh toGa, Lu and that he lllieht try and at- " 
tadl{; J(ille Ta.s).<: Force 't1l'hilc it was. on the road. "The move to Ca Lu was slow- and ',,'/ 
careful but by, 1246 hI'S tho le~~~e-J,,~l11ent had l'6ached Ca Lu vr.i. thout incident and 9~yl 
21?d hr3' too;,last vehic~ :returned to ~~.Sha.:ron, a distance of 80 grueling li:U~',l . 
meters & - ,,',j" 

t. Fc:o:- fOl'ty-seven (h7) clays an armor/mech foroe had operated in the north. 
=-~'- " iiesteril mountains of South Vietnam alo:nC the Laoticm border. Except for the ec.r1y 
"'- ~" .~ mornirte-houra. of.25 and ~8 liJ?r:1.1 no major battJe~ irere f'9uCht but,the 1st Bde, 5th 
:- Inf Div (14) ,11£1.d demonstrated that armor can OlX.1r{1.to'in di.f.f'icul.t terrnm over 
~" .. e$,l1c1ed dit~tD.l'lCGlS tn thout. n .ground line of <Kl1JJl1l1,m:ications. 
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C~mbat Operat~on ~ter Action P£port - Operation TASK FORCE REMAGEN, 
16 Mc1.I'ch 1969 - 29 April 1969. 

OTHER 
~ }l.§!Q ~ ~ ~ 

12 0 8 1 a~ 
70 0 '-!4 0 ll4 

0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
). 0 o~ 0 1 

ao 0 0 0 a.O 

b~ Enemy Oasual:t:i.es (All enemy casualties were ilfITA). 

(i) duniulative: . KIA: 76; pOW: "cfi' CIVDEF:--'0; "HO!~CHANH: 4 

(2') Inflioted by US Forcees 1at!.: 48 (:including 4 IIBA); pow: 0; CIVDEF:< OJ 
HOI CHANH: O. 

(3) Ini'lidtec1 by 11l?il1~* ItUl.: 28; Fm'I: 0; CIVDEF: 0; HOI CHll.NH: 4 

-" c. us Eq:Jitpmnt Losses: 

-

~-" 

001 
~ 

.,'" ...... ",," .""",, .... "" ~148.ll.3 Tank 

~UljAl Personnel Carrier 

~188 Hecovery Vehicle 
}f)48 Tracked Cargo Carrier 
ElllOO Dozer (USlvIO) 

·-----lllIDIDJ! 

1 
--- 2: (One more "YJ'as 10!3t at Vandergrift Co.m­

bat Dase when a helicopter not con .. 
Mcted 'With TF nemagen crashed and 

~ ..ecce _c 'burned sett:i.hg ·'t.he Vanc1erer:i.ft Logist­
ical Support krea 011 fire. The M1l31l.l 
invol'lrcd ~J'all! parto! the 1-77 11.'I'l11Or 
rear at Vandc:r:ogrif't). 

M149 400 Gallon Water Trailer 

1 
1 
1 
1 

TI'EM - AMOUN~ 

1m3 Personnel Carrier .,--.~. 2. 
MJi5Al 81nnn l1ortar·Carr:l.er - --1--

e. Enen:w Equipment. Losses: 

ITEM UNIT -
JJc-47 (1rJoocl StooIl:) F.a.ch 15 
AK-47 (Folding Metal Stock) Each/ 1$ 

i:r~;=~Rit~t{\PJ0~,.', r::" .... ~.tt\'TiAL U\.~~ 111t[J LI \I I 
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ITEM -
Machinegun SG-43 (Russian) 
Machinegun MOLlnt (For SG-43) 
12211lltl Rocket . 
120ntn Mortar llOtU1d 
82nnn Hor'bar Round 
82nml Mortar Fuzes 
6Orl1l1l Mortar Round 
60Iiull Mortar Cartridge s 
75l11I11 Recoiless Rifle Round 
Satchel Chargesj Small 
UPG ... 2 (D-40) Launcher 
RPG .. 2 (B-40) Round 
Rro-7 (D-4l.) Lauricher 
RPG-7 (B-41) Round 

.nro Dooster 
ChiCom Hvnd Grenade 

. Anti ... tank mne 
Darigalore TOI1)edo 
Gas Mqsk$ Russian 

fGas Mask, NV A 
-bUnkers Des"broyed (3'x5':x4 .• ) 
Caves DiscoYi3red 

UNIT 

Each 
Each 
Each 
Each 
Each 
Each 
Each 
Can 
Each 
Each 
Each 
Each 
Each 
Each 
Each 
Each 
Each 
Each 
Each 
Each 
Each 
Each 

.. 

2-
1 
II 
1 

1225 
12 

237 
2 

86 
800 

7 
88 
1 
6 

25 
54 
10 
4 

JOO 
1 

'El ~}I~ .. ~.~.~~?.~t i"bemsof l!~~~~.,,~~~._."~:::Jt~~~~~~~:~.~~ .. !~~~~:~. 
lJ. (C) 1~lmIJIsTR.Rii5t~; 'i{ATTImS: 

",,,,,, "'"""'li!"'""'''''''''''''":~'~'''!!''"!''"'''!'~"L''!'IUi!lli''''~~'''!'!''!!'''''''''''IIII.'~ •• iiwJW:!iiE~~ffi!!!!J!l!!'''ii!!!I!!!!:!''~...!l!!!!TI!!i~",!!!~~".~'!i!!!;'i!l!lI!il!ii'.:!:'',,~, ~ h" ~''''":~~''~I¥::~'':l!!!!!!!l "W'''''U'!JIW~_ili!!!!!!!_iiiii.'''''''il~~''L!!!ffii!!fu~'~'~I!U~~~'"!!!!l!!l!!!!''''~!~mJ!l''~I!','~"et!iiitwI~",IUI!Yl!!Liiiffi!!!i!i!!!~'''''ru''!'.~!U!!!!'~U''~Iii''H'''.'''.!!!!,,,!!:,!,!c!I'''u 
-- ==----- - = -=--

. a. Logistics: Decause 'c,he bridges: behind TF Remagen 1.JeT9 rel11.Oved the operation 
~7G.e Do test of the abili"~y to resupp~J nnd keep an armored force operating'tvithout 
'c: . .: use of ground lines of co:mmunicutions. The Drigade established a forward sup­
po::.'t element (FSE) at Vandergrift Combat Dase iihere supplies and repair parts 'V1ere 
assembled f'ors~1:ipmont by helicopter to 'I'F ReIlk"lgCn. Doth battalions maintained 
combat trains with TF ~~erl1agen vihich consisted of tracl{scl maintenance and resupply-' 
vehic1esJ the majority of' the mechanics and a portion of the battalion supply sec­
.tion. At Vandere;rift, 't<Tith the FSE, the battalions: maintained tusir.P·LL.pe:r3onnel 
Mel most of the renminc:ieJ:' of their sections. . . 

(a) Itll types of Class I liiG:re aVa:Ua;ble at Vendorgrif't. Sunc1l:y packs were 
issued on the basis of oue (1) paclt per 100 men ever,y two (2) days. The USt1C Class· 
I point issued one (1) A-ration mea..1. per day. Because of the diff'icu1ty of distri­
buting .A .. ration~.! C:-rations 'VJere used about 90% of the time. 

(b) Class III was avai:k1.ble, exC";:pt=.fo~~;riifj Bpeciniitams such as oiI ... C 
(hydraulic fluid) wd LSA: (lubricat:ing oil, semi-fluid), in large containors. Dy 
Mticipating requirements" suffioient quantities of packaged POL were ordered from 
Drieade stocks to meet demands as they urOS6" ],::LvU ... h"l1),clrec1 gallon rubber drums 
JV'ere used to carry 75,000 eallons of fu.,e:I. to the l!1fil1C:l'LlVer 81cments. 

. 'i!~ the Drigade s-4 and the 
rt~UYl.i tion accol.mta.bility 
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transfer tl1c'l.t entibled the TF Ilemageri 5-4 to dl"aw Class V quickly. SpeQinlized 
itemS such as ~.0l11m anti .. aircraft (cluster) "M19" claymores, end hand flares 'trere 
not avuilnble in ULrge qUaJ'ltities but could be ordered through the LSU. Non .. 
emergency delivery Vias norm~ made one or tv10 days after ordering. The lQ5ll1l1l 
battery fired 8,,'803 rotU1cls and the 8lmrn. mortars fired 4.677 rounds clur:i.ne the 
operation. 

Cd) The USMC LSll.scheduling system for helicopter logistical support Caused 
the gl."Gatest logisticeJ. pl"obleri\. Helicopters 'WEire not dedicated to the support of 
TF Remagen and the LSI!. scheduling system requires precise locations and times for 
delivery the afternoon before the supplies are to be delivered. With an elen~nts 
nmneuvering daily it was extremely difficult to comply 't-Ji th the LSA system. A 
better resupply system would have been for the Um1C to apply all helicopter support 
to its priOrities until TF Remagen was in a position to be resupplied) then con­
centrate on .TF Reraae;en needs until completed. Wjjjh an average ot 30 ll1inutes per 
r~)Und trip, tour (4) heavy lift (CH-47) helicopters could have lOOt TF Rel1lc1.gen 1s 
average cl.aiJ.¥ reSupply requirements in 1~ hours. In addition a Drigade 00-1 was 
used daiJ¥ for retail distribution of the parts, 11'Jc;'li1 anel m9als from the combat 
trains areas to the users. 

(e) Orgwizational maintenance support was ail'lliloble from the combat trains 
... and a. contact team from D Company, 75th Support Da.ttalion was' in the field dt1J:'ing 

most of the opemtion to provide direct support. In adc1i tion~ the Drigade provided 
repair parts and fuect. support maintenance for the 2d Troop, 7th AUVN Cav. 'VJhile 
operating uncler combat conc.1;i,t,imns, the l11aintep...ance teams·perfonned all reqtJ~red 
functions to include the pullins of po't-rer packs to adjust or' replace them. 

(f) Follow.i.nB is a sunnnary of the logistical a.ctivities required to support 
TF Remar:;ene. It must be rememberec.1 that all lOOGllPPly, to :tnclllde reIlJ41.cemeni:. vart-a 
n.~~h e.s pOvIca. ... packs ... WIJ.S aocc.®plishec1.b;y" a:ix. 

CLASS I -
}'Icals 
Sundry I'aclcs 

CtASS III 

Mogas 
Diesol 
OE 50 
OE 30 
OE 10 
Drake fl1.ud 
GAll. 
LSA 
0090 

93 pallets (55,,662 meals) 
96 

19;550 gallons 
56,450 gallons 

865 gallons 
980 gallons 
320 gallons 

1.6 gallons 

Hydraulic fluid . 

llO gallons 
56 gallons 
90 gallons 
71 gal:~O;HJ 
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Combat Oporat~on l~ter Act~on Report - Operat~on TAm( FORCE ~lGEN, 
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d. Administration:' 

(1) ./ill personnel i'tlllCtions i-Jere ·liaiidled by the 51 at the CP an:l by the PSNCO 
nt-the base OallTP8 (LZ Shar~n for the 1st nn, 61st Inf (M) and LZ Nancy far the 1st 
Bn, 77th Armor).' The 1JH..lH from the brigade av.i.ation section was used to haul mail 
~d correspondenoe bett-Teen the OP" the FSE at vandergrift and the base camps. 

(2) Replacements were flown into Khe 8anh and personne~ returned from lOle $anh 
for n&R by ltISans of the UH-lH helicopter. 

(3) ~c1ical: 

(a) Medical evacuation wa.s requested through TF HOTEL at Vandergrift Combat 
fuse. If the rm-ines could not hancUe the ~dvac then TF Remagen reqU8l;3ted it 
through the 1st Inf' Bde, 5th Inf Div (M). vJhen the l'9quest was made through the 
Drigaoo the Meclva.c irlaS usually flown by the 237th ~c1 Evac (llmb) located at D Com": 
pany, 75th SuPl)ort Battalion (The Brigade fS organic support battalion). several 
patients vrore evacuated by the Drignc~ UH-lH helicopter that 'tID-S working for TF 
Renlasen. . .' 

(b) Doth bat-balions involved in TF Remag~~'~~itJ:;nohiID.iiorward a1dstation, 
with the battalion surgeon, at the task force CP and the notTaal complement of medics 
and medical tl~acl<:s 'Hith ea.ch maneuver unit. 

(c) See Tab C (Medical Support) to Inclosure l2 (Logistics) to f.nnex B (1st En, 
6lst Inf (M) After il.ction Report) for more details on the I!lecliaal aspects of TF . 
Remagen. 

- --- --- - --- - - ---- - - - ~ '--

(d) There wore 16 cases of mala.r:i.a. contracted by personnel serving with ~ask 
Force ila.."11aEen (15 FaJ..cip sr-..d 1 Vivax). The cases. OOCU:rTod after the contacts w.i.th 
she j:fVA and ra..v have been transmitted from the enemy force. 

c~Communications= 

(1) TF Remagen Vlas required to operate in three (3) COIllIllrold nets and two (2.) 
administration and logistics nets. The nets torere as follows: 

(a) Task Force Hotel Command Net. 

(b) 1st In!' Dde, 5th Jnf' Div (11) Command Net. 

(0) TF nemagen qOlillnanc.1 net. 

(d) 1st In!' Diel 5th In£' Div (M) lilmin Log Net. 

(e) TF Remaf:;en .Admin Log Net. 

and the rugg0C:. te:rrain" there viera very few 
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AVDL-C 
SUDJECT: 

~.l~ONtluE ~AL 
I, 4 June 1969 

Combat Operation Jl.fter Action Report .. Operation TASK FOnCE REMAGEN,; 
16 I1aroh 1969 ~ 29 ,Apri11969., , , 

secure and non-secure FM voice" 

(b), During the course of the operation the 1st En, 77th Ar,mor cliscovereu'ID1 
AS-2236/GUC cli:rectional antenna. whi.ch had ,been nbMdoned near The Sanh. This 
antenna proved invnluab1e 'and D.11o'tlJed the task force to co11i1Truhicate directly with 
Brigade ,in both the~ecure a.nd non-secure FM moc;1es. Even when tunct:Lonil1g properly 
the retransmission unit never provided as clear, reliable link between the Task 
loree and Brignde as did the AS-2236/GRC. In the secUre mode the retrrotsmission 
station'lvas very difficult to understand 'while the AS-2236/GRC provided a clear 
~~. " 

(3) One communications lJroblem existed thrOUghOu;'1i the oporation. Trisk Force 
Hotel uses the same trequ~tlcy tor both their secure and their non-secure' FM voice 
nets., On several occasions TF namagan had operational or emergency traffic to pass 
to TF Hotel" but TF Hotel 'Has receiving or passing routine traffic on secure voice 
and TF nel11D..gen could not contact TF Hotel. By using one frequency for secure Cll1d 
all'?ther £01" non ... secmre FIvI voice the pro!)~m co~cl.haye been~limi].'la:t:.ed. 

14. (C) COMM.lilWERIS ANALYSISs 
, $ I 

a. "For forty-seven (47) days TF Remagen,' an armor/r,1I3dlforce" operated in the 
northwestern mOlUYGains of South Vietnmn along the Laotian border. This armored 
taBk force from the 1st Dde, 5th In.f Div (M) had proved that such a force can 

--.operate in 9if'ficult terrain over extended distances vr.ithout a ground line of , 
corom:unications. For the first time an armor force· had operated 90 kilomoters £!'Ol1l 
its base and rGlicd entirely upon helicopters to TI1aintliin its line of comnrunications. 

b. In being able to move south to Route, 926ancl north to LZ lllpine TF llemagen 
demonstrated that the major enemy 6l:lppljt routes into South Vietnam can be interc1:i.ct­
oel by an lIl'li'lOr/l1X3cl1' tasle force" at a most ilU1nerable point. There are three 
't:'v'cl-GOS that the enellW can use to easily transport. D.- Ul.:!:'ge volume of supplies from 
L<'11;C into QUUl1~ Tri Province throuBh the mountains. TF r..e~'Sn was able to get 
astride all three of them. 

c. In moving at 'trl.ll in dif'i'icultterrnin from LZ Alpine to Route 926 along 
the Laotio.n border Task Force Uemegen has given the eneiny cause to be concermd 
with respect to his LOa thl"U -tIle neiGhboring leo Drea. The enemyls lines of 
oommunications in Luos are wlnerable. Jm' al'illOl" tnsk force" 't-lhich is totnlly sup­
plied by air, is not subject to being elefeated because it lacks tl. ground ttOO:,; " 

d. TF Remagen. was Bu]?ported throughout 1i1.e opel'a-tio[! hy scl!wp;t·opelloci. ~'Xt,j.:..Jory 
operating in its !;lobiJe role. The £Il'tillery (10.5,155 and 8 in) moved w.tth the man­
euver units and established firing positi,ons -whenever tlw mnneuver unit established 
its niGht locations' at' COIlll1lMd post. This mthod of employrmmt allowed the Task 
Foroe Con1lllc.'U1(lfJr tQ. usa his. ,combat DOwel." to its. fuJJ.est extent in tbe:li :maneuver 
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. 1\.1 .UL'· 
Combat l.£tcr Action Report -' Operation Tl~SK FORCE GEN, 
16~1arch 1969'- 29 April 1969. 

4 June 1969 

units were not tied dow by the requirement to secure tixed artillery, and the 
artillery could move a.nyvJhere and at anytime trot the maneuver units and the task 
force cawaand post'moved. 

.. . .. --"_.'--.- ,,'J ~ /" 
" ~ I '/ {(, c:::x:: I (I;t tJ ' .... ~._ ... ~ .::;. ~J. '/';' I I;t~ 

J - --=:::::.. ------. 
Annexes: 13. - J£ter Action lie . t -- JAMES M. GmSON 

. ot the. 1st Dn,. 17th fJ:'Illo COL, Infantry 
JD - Atter l~ction Report Coromancling 

of the 1st Dn, 61st In! (M) 
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1-reADQUi~I1' Ir:II~:). 4'- 'I' I';~~ "";i'l, lJ:1j \~<' j (;"J~\ ~l }~;'!J;CIIl: 

APO ;-:tl.'1 J.tI·nJ\t:l:;.~3I'h) ~n"I;~'r( 

SUBJECT, Combat Operations After Action R6port 

COJIN.nding Ottioer 
lst Intantry Brigade 
5th Infantry Division (Meoh) 
APO San Francisoo 96477 

1. ~ ~ !lE! .2f. Operati~: 
a. Nall\!t ~ Opera.tion Maine Craigl (OPCRD 30069) 

b. Type: Reconnaissance in Force 

2. ~ of Operation: 1,12¢¢ Mar. 69 to 112.33¢ Apr 69 

3. location; Laotian border' are&.. located~neral1y nOl"thwest, southl'1es"i: 
and wost or K~ Sanh. Hay" Vietnam" l:'¢I¢Jll¢ AHS Series L7¢15 .. 6:,,'-12 Ii' 
Cam Lo, 6342 II" Thon Doc K'inh" 6342 III" Hu.ong Hoa" 6342 DJ I Hguon J}<.:I.O ... 

Opcratict1al orea bounded by coordinat.es XD76~9¢ to 6585l¢ then south aleng 
too Ltl.otian Border t9 coord:1nates XD82~9¢ to XD76~9¢, south soutnens-t. ' 
along the Xe Pan River to XDB13l92" northeast to XD88¢21~, to XD88¢398. 

4. Command Headquarters .. Task Forco Remagen: 1st Battalion, 77th Armol:' 
lat rn1antry Brigade, 5th InIiiiitri'Dlvlsfion n'iechanized)" APO San FranC'i.'Joo 
9tlt77 • 

5. ~ Commanders: 

Commanding Officer, 1st Battalion; 77th Armor. Lieutenant Colonel 
Canoolo p. Milia" (k)2462. 

Connanding Officer, C Company, lBt Bnttnlion, 77th Armor: Captain 
Darrell N. Blalock, OF117S44 from 1512¢~ Mar 69 to )112tJ¢ Mar 69. Captain 
Patrick L. Sullivan, ~524492¢, from 3112~ to present. 

Contmt:1nd.ing Officer, B Company, 1st Battalion, 61st Infantry (Maoh): 
Cnptllin Da.vid P. Parrecn, OF'll6787. 

Conmanding Offioer, C Battery, 1st BattoJ.1on, 49Sth Artil~ry" (1¢' SP): 
Cc'lptain SrunD.Ol L. Connon, 91524156. 
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6. Task Organization: Task Force .. Remagen ............ t ~ ____ "_r_ 
0/1-77 Armor (-) 

3/B/l-.61 !NF (11) 

B/l ... 6l Ini' (11 r (-) 
2!c/l ... n·~r 

TF Control 
C/l-4¢ Arty {IOSSP) 
Scts/l-77 Armor 
l1ort/J.-77 Armor 
C/J.."41.~ Arty (-) 
Plat/A-7th Eng . 

(Re:tnf) 
2 Dozers/llt h }:~:J.g 

('ut:~.:\c ) 

a. Task Force Remagen OP group and trains departed LZ Nancy at 16¢3,eJp 
r.fu.r 69" composed of headquarters elements, scout platoon and mortar pla:toon 
of the 1st Battalion" 77th Armor., All elements closes FirE! Base Calu, 
(YD~14454 ) , at 161615 Mar 69.,. , 

b. B ComPany, 1st Battalion~6lst infantry (Mach) joined the Task Force 
:Remagen col1ll1m onQL""l just outside 1'2: Sharon. B Company closed. FB G&lu 
With Task Force Remagen~ . 

------

c. C' Company, ,1~t Battalion, 77th Armor moved at 1~,¢.9¢,ell1ar 69 from 
CCln Thien, (YD1157C6) nnd closed Fire Base Calil at 1512p¢ ND.:C 69" 0 Oompany 
seou.red FE Calu while o.w[l.iti..'1g the arrival of Task Force Remagen ... 

d. .A CompDnY~ 7th Engeneers (-) joined the Task Force Rellk"1.gen 00::r'''''VJ, 

as it pa.ssed thr"ough tha Qliang 1'1"1 Co~mbat 3D..~e em 16 }fur 69 c..nc1 cJ.o~~dd I!i3 
Calu with the Taf.k-Force~ 

e. C ''Battery, 1st Battalion, 4eith Artillery: (1 . .05 SP) joined 'bSl~ .. 3'crc5 
Rema.::en at Fire Base Ofl.:i:U at 1616.3¢ 'i'1ar 69 n 

f. Field 't.r~jns of T08k Fo:':'ce Remagen were dropped off at, Va::lde:rgri:f2' 
Support BMe a8tl:JEi -Task Force pas,seatorough and set up operations <1.t 

th::l.t time, 

g. At 16163¢ Hal" 69 TMk Force Remo.gen had completed consolidation D.t 
Fire Base Calu and became OPCON to Task Force Hotel at 161.t)15 Har 69.. Task 
Force Hotel WQS located at Vandergrift Support Base~ (:D]~3S48~)~ 

h. F CompDJ:l.Y, 2d Battal'ion, 9th Marines locat..ed at Fire Base Cntes 
(XD926443), and E Company ~ 2d Battalion, 9t h l1arines located on. hill 950 
(xn8l.t.l.j.b56); were placed OPCON to Task Force Remagen by Task Farce Eote1. 
until such time G8 Task Force Remagen cleared thai!' area a.long QL .. 9 vi.c:ir.ity 
of Khe Sanh, (XD84 7331) ~ 

"', 7 ...... Supporting Forces: 

a. .Army Aviation1. 

(1) Throughout the operation the Brigade Aviation Section. fn.rnisr..ed 
one UH .... IH dul":ing daylight hours for reconnc.TI.sso..nce, resupply" commwd 2.nd 
control and medical evac~tione 
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(2) 0-1 fixed wing aircraft from tl':e 22¢th Reoomausanoe A:ll'plane 
Company) sup[llemented US Air Force Forwo.rd Air Controllers ~dprevided 
assistance in artillery adju.stment and reconnaiss~ce for the Ta.sk Force. 

(3) CR 47 f s from the lOlst Airmobile Division provided bulk air 
:resupply daily f:t'om Vandergri£f Support Ba5~. 

, , 

(4) Eight (8) Medevac is were:flo'Wl1 by .Arrrr:r helicopters from Cronp 
Evans l Quang Tri Combat B~se end Vandergrift Support Base. Five (5) 
Medevno's were flown by B~igade Aircraft. 

b. USMO Aviation: 

(1) Bulk resupply was also .f'urni5hed by UEMC OF! 46 helicopters clld. 
USMC CH"53 helicopters almost da.ily. 

(2) Two (2) 11edevno's were flown by tJ~a helicopters located at 
Vandergriff Support Base and Quang Tri Combat Base~ 

c~ Over 1,,250 .. 000 p~unds of suppliesl en "VEll." 200 bulk supply 
hissions were airlifted into Task Force Remagen during the operation, 
(See Inclosure 9, Resupply S~~TISTICS) 

d. Tacticc.l Air Support: 

(1) During the operation only one (1) air strike wns requested, 
in close support of ground forces; it was denied because of boo weather. 

(2) Th~~ were nine TPQ t S ex-adD-I" ~~~~trolied bOIn'billg) :reqmisteeJ. 
and, nown in addition to the nightly T,PQ1s on enemy targets locnted in the 
area. 

(3) Throughout daylight. ho~so£ operation, Air Force Forward 
Air Controllers from t te 2.0th Tactical Air Support Squadron, Tactical. Air 
Control Party, attnched to the 1st Brigode flew daily 0.1,1' cover over the 
ground forces. The" Forward Air Controllers were used primarily for visual 
reconnaissance. Their ::t.ssistance vluS invaluable to the success of the 
operation. 

8. Intelligence: 

a. Enemy strength and dispositions in t be Draa of' operations were 
unknown prior to starting the operaticn-. Intelligence was almost a complete 
void. 

b. Rig hway J26: 
---- -

"-,~",, """ -

Inte·ll~ence -did indicate tnnti.ighway entering RVN at 
(XD78¢¢234) and running east to XD98,299 wo.s being used by support elements 
of the NVA io-tr:msp·orlimen and mttterinls into South Vietnam by wheeled 
vehicles. Aerial photos show\3d the road to be in good oond~ion w'ith signs 
of heayy tro.£.fic., -

c. i-fo.l"ine Int'antry elel1l9nts in th.f area sta.ted that only Bpora.dic 
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contact had been made during the week precced:ing the operation. Tl»re had 
been no vehicle traffic on Highway 926 the week prior to the operation. 

d.. Harine elements had found an enormous rice cache vic:inity XD 
915229. Nurr.crous weapons caches were found in the same general area , 
indicating that H.ighway 926 h~d been used extensively ns an NVA supply route. 

e. Upon first' entering the area around Khe·Sanh (XD862398) on 19 
t1ar 69, elements of the Task Force found only signs of the siege of Khe 
Sa.nh (XD848417) a year ago. As the Task Force pushed on closer to too . 
Laotian Border~ its lend ~1ements passed through the Lang Vei Speciru. Forces 
Camp (XD794361). Four· . PT 76 Tanks, all of which had been destroyed, 
were found at the location along with an abundance of old munitions and 
destroyed equipment, of both NVA and friendly forces. No signs of recent 
activity were apPllrent. Not until the lead elements reached the Xe Pon 
River vic:inity XD78¢34¢~ on 20 Harch 1969, 1..re7"e there any signs of recent 
activity. At this 'point fresh foot prints in the river bottom indicated 
possible pJ..ntoon sized elements had been in the area within the lnst 24 
hours" . 

f, Aerial observers reported signs of recent activity all 'along the 
Xe Pon River on the Laotian side of the border. Sue h signs as gardens, 
corrals, <J.l1.d fish nets along the bunk of the river were seen by the 
lead elements of the Task Force. Throughout t he period of 23 l1ar 69 
through 10 April -1$.'69, elements. of too Task Force spotted va hicle lights 
almost nightly in the vicinity of the Co Roc 1-iountnins (XD74¢317). 

g. The first enemy activity of any significance occurred on 30 Mar 69 
when elements of the ta.sk force were attac~d on the South Vietnamese 'side 
of the border and other elements found a large munitions cache, vicinity 
XD79¢255. On 31 March 1969 an airborne Visual li'econnaissance by the TEtSk 
Force Sn3 turned up 0. fresh vehicle trail le~ding north from XD774235 
(vic Highway 926) to :xD772249~ where it then hended nortmast to XD755260 
Dl'ld disappeared :in the he.:::vy jtmg1e. The area had been burned off and showed 
fresh dust from the trail.. An air observer bter in the day spotted 
numerous trails, bunkers" and signs of movel.1l3nt in the D.rea, indicating 
heavy recent activity, 

h. Indications wGre that the longer the tusk force stayed :in the area 
the more likely the enemy would react, beginning with harassingD.ctians 
from across the border in Laos. 

i. In the absence ot a civilian population, ond anticipating heavy , 
enemy contact~ no CAjPSYWAR operations were planned or conductee. 

j,. Terrain 'and weather. Terram m the area of operatbns was of two 
types: high steep mountains and gently rolling plateau covered with 

elephant grass. The high steep mountains were characterized by dense under­
growth <J.l1.d numerous· mountain streruns., The slopl>s of the mountains were 
a challenge to tracked vehicles and exoeeded 60 percent (60%) in many 
cases. These mountains were located in the northern ~ eastern aections 
of the area of operations. See Inclosure 1 (Area. of Operations). Tm platea". 
ran generally west from the Khe 8anh area and to the south along the Xe Pon 
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River with elephant grass up to 15 teet high covering the r'emninder ot the 
area. Erosion has caused many gullies running from the mountains, west 
into the Xe Pon River. Cover and. concelament was good for dismounted troops 
throughout the area and conceallrent for tracked vehj.cles was exceptionally 
good along too Xe Pon River where ·l:,he trees nnd surrounding vegetation 
exceeded 1¢¢ teet in height in most areas. 

The weather for the period was extremely dry with no ram. Heat 
:inversion caused the visibility to be only fair during the period of 26 
Hal' 69 to 30 Mnr 69. The reduced visibility was an asset because it 
minimized the advantage the enemy had from his OPts on the Laotian borde~~ 
Temper9tures ranged from the mid 9¢ts to 1¢5 during the period. Throughout 
the operation the weather in the pass east ot Khe 8Mh and running east 
by northeast was characterized by low clouds and fog which lsted until 
mid morning ,each day. This condit,ion hindered [lny aircraft from, entering the 
oren of operations prior to 1¢¢~ hours each day. Light conditions du~ing 
the period 15 Mar 69 to II Apr 69 ranged between .¢% and l¢¢% illumination. 

9. MiSSion: Tnsk Force Remagen was ~o conduct a reconnaissance in force 
commencing 15¢9¢~ l1arch 1969 on the Khe Sanh plateau. After nccomp1ishing 
this mission; the Task Force was ordered to turn south to cut Higm.ray 926 
and t.o support the 3rd IJfarine Regiment in Operation Name Craig" Too 
operution 'l-J08 conducted in three (3) phal.3esc 

a. Phase I. Open Highway 9 from Cal11 (YD¢1t'46¢) to Khe Sanh (XD86l396). 
This phase was toconmience at 17¢6¢¢ Mar 69 • 

. b. Phase n. Conduct a reconnais-sance in force on the Khe Sanh Plateau. 

c. Phase III.. Conduct seurc h and destroy operations in the AO from 
Highway 926 in the south to D!l a!'eo north and northwest of the Khe &'1.'tlh 
a.irfield. 

concept of th~ Operatio~: 

a. Task Force.~)~i,\1 pdrtion of ,0Peratiotl It}faine Ck\;·eiS'.g~' w.a 
an·. armored l'econnaissnnce in force along the Luotian Border west of Khe 
Sanh. Objectives were given initially for orientation purposes only and 

once any sign of enemy activity WQS eVident, the Tusk Force was to orient on 
the enemy. The task force moved south of Khe sanh with tt:o teams abreast, 
cross reinforced, until highw:y 926 wos reached_ At t hat point, e:Jch tema 
was given nn area of ope rat ion lrith the missi.on to cut bighway 926 and 
conduct search and destroy operation in, the area. (See Inclosure 4. 
Overlay issued with verbal order) 

b. The return north to the Khe Sonh Pla.tenu:w~s-' accomplished by 
mov:iil.g the teams by successive bounds until they were consolidated at Khe 
SantI.· They thou ~oiidu!!!ted ,seali'chGllld -de,s;G:iloYopelfa tioo:s tl).ot"'llh i:\\1d no rt h-
lo16St of' Khe Sanro. •• 

c. Task Force Remngen CP'Group composed of headqunrte~s element of 
the 1st Bn" 77th Armor was relieved in place by headquarters elements of too 

5; 
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1st Bn" 61st Tn£antry (Meoh) at Khe Stlllh and ret~ed to LZ Nancy. Too 
two maneuver teams remained OPOON to t he new Task Force Hqs. The se elem:lnts 
were relieved in place four days luter and returned to LZ Nancy. 

11. Exacution: OPORD 3-69 

a. Operations west of Khe SDl1h as a part ofrjperation IIMaine CX'aig" 
were announced 15123¢ Har 69 by Headquarters=, 1st Bn, 77th Armor. The 
Force J;'eceived the nrone "Task Force Remagenlt from 1st Brigade, 5th !n:f.' 
Div (Mech) in rera.emberance of the 1st Bn, 77th ArmOr IS actions in the 
Remagen Campaign of WW II. The consolidation of 'elements at Calu had 

. already begun prior to the publishing of CPORD 3-69; All elements were 
consolidated and Phase I conunenced at l7$66¢¢ Har 69. 

b. Phase I 17$66¢$6H - 19133$6H March 1969. The Battalion Scout 
Pl<J.toon~ .engineers from A Co, 7th Engineers, bulldo£ers from 11th Engineer 
Bn, Dnd AVLB1s of too 7th Eng begnn their !11ovement up ~oute 9 toward Kba 
Snn.h at. l7¢6¢¢H Mo.r 69. Progress 'Vms steady throughout the day. Bypasses 
aX'ound destroyed bridges were constructed; the AVLB's were repeotedly 
used to span wnshouts and bridge nbutments, and the road was swept for mines. 
This force reached Oheckpntn~ Golf (See Inclosure 1, Areo of Operations 
for Checkpoint locations) .a.t 172.¢15H :£liar 69 and established a night defensive 
position at that location •. At l8¢6¢PHMar 69, the scouts and engineers 

resumed. their operations westw;:.rd. B CompUny~ 1st Bn, 61st In! (Heah) 
s:imultMeously displaced from IE Calu. B-1-61 In! reaohed OP Golf at 1¢¢5 
and secured too high ground vic XD93541¢. At l53¢~ Btry C, 1st Bn, 4¢ch 
Artiller,y (10, SP) displaced from Calu to CF Golf to ~rovide fire support 
for the Task Force elements which now extended along Route 9 from CP Hotel 
east to LZ Co.lu.The task foX'ce suffereaits first casualties at 18173¢R 
when a soldier digging in on the B-1-61 perimeter activnted on old US 
"Bouncing Betty" type mine. One rnnn was killed and nine others wounded. 
Bcj nightfall, the SJout platoon had crossed the last barrier to traffic 
(CP Hotel) and spent the night on the Khe Scmh pla.teau. Their arrival on 
the plateap: mark-3d the reopening of Route 9 for armored traffic. A 
prodigous n.m01lllt of engineer effort had been required in the first.2 days .. 
Thirteen bypasses were constructed. The AVLB's hod been launched and recover­
ed six tilres, and enenw anti-tanl<: ln~es ~..re:;:e discovered and destroyed in two 
locations along the route. C Company, 1st Bn, 77th Annor began moving west 
on Route 9 at 1995¢.¢H N:ar 69. The Task Force Co11tlmnd Group and combat 
trains' followed 0-1-77 Armor.. The innrch,~ent without incident, and oJ.l 
task force "elements hnd closed on t he plateau within fi've hours. Lead 
elements of the task force reached Khe &:tuh city by noon,. where they were 
visited by LTG Stillwell, XXIV Corps Comnander. 

c. Phase II 2¢¢9¢¢HMur 69 - ¢3¢825 Apr 69 (Frag Orders 1-3 to OPORD 
3!"'69).Tt1.Sk j)'orce RemO-gen began strike operations south and west of Khe Sanh 
on the morning of the 20th with C-1 .. 77 Armor organized as an armor heavy team 
on the right and B-1-61 Infantr,y organized as a mechanized infantry heavy 
team on the left. (See Incl 1 for temm zones of udvance and control 
measures). 

Teum C Crossed Phase Line White at 2¢1¢¢~ and moved through the remnante 
of too abandoned SpeciD.l Forces Camp at Lang Vei. Both teams expeX'ienced 
considerable difficulity in movement becD.\lre of terra.:in.. No enenw contact 
was made during the day. Team C found evidence of recent ene~ movement 
by 11 platoon-sized unit Vic XD78.034l.. .Team B established a night p~siti:m 
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at XD83l355, Temn C at XD79335l, and the Task Force Cmd, Grp with C-l~¢ 
Arty moved to XD836364 for t re night. On 21 J:.1arch, Te8l11 C was resupplied 
by ground, and continued movertent south aided by a bulldozer. TeOl1l. B 
moved sDuth on its rods ,of advnnce. Both teams experienced extre~e 
difficulity in movement. Team B took up a night position at XD8¢5327 and 
Teo.m C at XD78¢375. Bee:ause of the problems with traffica.biUt;9'; and 
resupply needs of both teruns; it was decided to move Tenm B into position 
following Team C. Botu. teams 'tiere to continue in column" on the western 
axis of advance. On 22 March 196 9" Terun C, leading, encountered a deep 
ravine at XD79¢325. Tc~ C lJrogrossGt!/ only two kilometers on 22 Jf.ar, while 
Team B remained stationar,r and conducted dismounted patrols in the area. 
Terun C spont the night at XD798317. 'Ilr.ue task force cmd grp and C .. l-4¢ 
Arty displa,ced to XD797344. On 23 and 24 lfurch, both teams continued to 
move south. Terrain rSIIlD.:ined veT!'! difficult, but progress was steady. 
Enemy trails and bunkers were' found by both tenms but no sign of recent 
notivity was evident. 

At 25¢435H HnI' 69, Team C took approximately thirty rounds of friend.ly 
105 MH artillery rounds, and suffered six casuo.lt'ies. Team B also received 
an unknown number of 10, MM rounds in their vicinity, but suffered no 
casunlties. Two utkched Ib.rine bulldo~ers were do.maged in the Terun C .'lrea" 

By 152.0 Team C he.d mnde contnct with Company A, 1st Battalion, 3rd 
Marinos vicinity of Highway 926, and established a night position at 
XD777236. Team B pnssed through Team C at 17¢¢ hours and spent the night 
at XD8¢7236. The Battalion 4 .. 2 in Hortar Platoon and too engineers displaced 
to XD799255 to support the teams. Tearn C ploced an ambush at the point 
where Highway 926 enters 80th Vietnam ofter crossing the Xe Pon River" 
This ambush engaged 3 to 5 enemy mowing through the ford site and the enemy 
returned fire. A search of the ar'ea. the following morning revealed blood 
trails, two 82}W1: Mortar rounds were found at XD78,0242. 

From 26 ... 29 Narch 1969, both teams conducted extensive search and destroy 
operations; Team B operating around XD835226; Team C, with the Battalion . 
Hortar Platoon attached, based at XD796226. Approximately one hundred 
squar9 kilometers were searched with negntive re8u1ts. Highway 926 was 
found to be a good dry highway fol:' 'tvhee1ed vehicles. Observation of the 
Laotian side of the river re-'ealed numerous huts, bunkers and trails. On 
the night of 29 }lIar, Teo...m C moved its location to XD799255. 

At 3¢¢72¢ Har 69, Team. B and too Battalion 111ortor Plu toan began moving 
north. They were attacked at ¢836 vicinity XD778239 by on unknown-sized 
eneIlllf force. One tank was dnmcged by an anti-tonk m.ine" and another was 
struck by On RPG direct hit. Terun B returned the fire o.nd swept the area. 
Three enemy bodies vJere found. Terun B suffered three wounded :in action. 
Both darnO-gad tmlY,s ,-Tere repoired in their field locations. Team C had 
sent a. tn:nl~ platoon, preceeded by a mine sweep team, in reaction to Team 
Bts firefight.. Following the minesweep team, the lead tank struck what 
was estimated to be two Chinese COIlllmmist Plastic AT mines stacked one on 
top of the other. The detonation blew sections of tank trMl<: 3Jli¢ meters 
from the vehicle, and left a crater seven feet in diameter by four feet 
deep. ~fhile securing the darnnged taf11c, and s'treeping the area, Team C 
discovered a large enemy cache at XD79¢255. The cache contained too 
following: 
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82mrn. nisrtar rounds 
6Qnm mortar r.ounds 
75rnm r.·~coiless rifle rounds 
51 cal M(~ ~ds 
37mrn J;ounds 
7 ~62mm MG l'!.i':liWlds 
RPG boosters 
OhiOom 1t MG 
AK 47 AInllllnition 
RPG ... 
o hiCom grenades 
Mount, $1 Cal MG 
Gas Mask 
Plastic Anti-Ta.nk mine 

*The oaohe was destroyed-lE-
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1120 w/fu.ses 
218 w/fuses 
86 
3~00 
20 

·1$00 
25 
1· 
3hoo 
2 
2 
2 
300 
1 

Team B passed through Team C and moved north to a night position at 
XD765292. Team 0 secured t h3 badJ.;)'" damaged tan.1{c ThG folJ.oTrl~_ng mOX'lling 
(31,e1615H Mar 69) Team B took approximately l¢~ rounds of 82mll1 }I,)l'tar, 
result:ing in one friendly KIA and 6 WIlt" Counter...,1'1lJtttery fire :tcom 
0-1-40 Arty was placed on the suspected 30urce (XD76,027¢ ill. 1[1,03) a.nd 
the eneIlW ceased fire at yj6540 At, ;6855 Team 0 took trJr-ee rOLU1ds of 82rnm 
from the Laotian side of the f\iver o Th9re were no ce.sup.lttes" At 1215iJ 
;l'ifteen minutes after OPT Su11iv-an had taken command from CP~ Bl.<".lock ,md 
while at~pt:ing to extract the mine da.maged tank frorrl the river b;:).6} 'i'''Jam 
C carne under mortar and RPG firE) & A VTR from D f,'".lIl1pan;y~~ 1-77 Armor,0 ·t,<)ok 
an RPG direct hit" detonating six ., JAWls stored inside. One KIA, four 
WIll., and total loss of the VTR resulted. Team C re:mrned fire i-1:i.th tank 
guns, suppress:ing the eneIlW fire. Because the task force could not 
enter Laos, enemy losses could not be determined. Tre damaged tank lvaS 
stripped of all movable eql~ipment a..d left with the destroYE~d VTR in 
the river bed. Team C moved to 'the high ground at XD?842t.3 for tt.e nj.ght, 
after leaviXlg an ambush in the vicinity of the c1O("ned VO fi:tCiIGA~ Tsmil B 
moved to XP78'1295. The TMk :li!t);:.~ COITJITI.2.nd Group and O-JA;.O Al'::.vy r<3;((1.aL"1Ei:d 
at XD8¢1336. 

From 2-6 April" 1969, the task force was involved :in extracting the 
damaged vehicles and in relocating its center of mass to XD826354 where 
extensive maintenance was performedo . NUmarOlJB supply sorties were flown 
in to the task force in support of these maintenance requiromcnts. 

On 7 April 1969" the ~jask Force" minus Team B, moved to XD861397" Team. 
B moved to xn848377" From 7~1l AprD., Team C COnd'llcted search and dr'!stroy 
operation in the area. of xr8J.2463, while Tea,m B conducted opere.tions bC;l.sed 
from :'W8!.!.83774'1 

On the night of 10 April 1969" 0 ... 1-40 Art,y sedurod by tte battaJ.ion 
headquarters tank section and the scout platoon moved to ~811369 and 
conducted all artillery raid. Targets consisted of hP to S? vehicle 
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lights vic XD78¢28~, vehicle lights at XD761)28, XD71231B, and grids 

:xJ)77i531W, XD71¢3fl1¢. Tm battery fired DlJ.9 HE," 95 WP, and 70 iTT rounds. 

There \-Jere 45 secondary explosions, including 6 large flashes. One large 

fire was sta~ted. 

J:."'rom 2 ... 10 April 1969 ranger teams "Killer 3.411 and IlKiller 1511 were inserted 

at XD181342, xn8¢3338, XD832362, and xn846377, but no contaots were made. 

On 11 A.pril 1969" the Oommand Group and trains of' the 1st En, 77th :.rffior 

were relieved in place by elements of the 1st Battalion, 6lst Infantry. 

The Task /orce was reinforced by Company A, 1st Battalion, 77th .Armor, a1 d 

CompClny A., 1st Bn.ttalion, 61st Infantry. The Comman:-1 Group and 6U~JPQ:'t 

elemen'cs of 1st Battalion, 77th ,xmor departed the Khe Sanh area at 11l345H 

Apr 69 and closed IZ Nancy at 112.¢3.¢H AIX' 69. 

12. Hesults: 

a. Casualties: 

(1) Enemy KIA.: :3 confirmed 

(2) Probable En~ ICD1: 250 

(3) Enemy \vIl'\.: 2 confirmsd 

(4) Cause: 
a. Ground Fire KIll. :3 

Ground Fire WJ11. 1 
"b. !ffi1.IR 0 

WBAIR 0 
c. KB Arty 1 (250 probabJe) 

WE 1.rty 1 

(5) Enemy ca~Aured 0 

(6) Friendly KIA 4 

(7) Friendly WI1\. 24 

(8) Friendly non-hostile lcLlled 1 

(9) Friendly non-hostile wounded 14 

b. Captured or destroyed enenw equipment positions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Anti-tank mines destroyed 3 

Bunkers destroyed 45 

New fishing baskets oestrqyed 8 

(4) l10rtar position destroyed 1 
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(5) TNT (Polish) destroyed 31 Ibs 

evacuated 60 Ibs 

(6) Grass huts destroyed 12 

(7) 82mm 'mortar rounds destrqyed 1129 

(8) 60 mmmortar rounds destroyed 218 

(9) 75mm ~coiless ~if1es rounds' 86 

(10) .51 ~al rounds destroyed 

(11) 37 mn rounds destrqyed 

(12) 7.62 mmMG rounds 

(13) RPG boosters destroyed 

(JU ) ChiCom light MG, evacuated 

3700 

20 

1700 

25 
1 
, ... " 

", 

:1. (15) 7.62' AK....4 7 round s destr(')~,,~ 3600 

(16) RPG-2 rounds destroyed 2 

(17) ChiComfrag grenades 2 

(18) Mount., 51 Cal MG, destroyed 1 

(19) Gas l1ask" Russian" destI'l;)y~d. 300 

c. C Battery 1st Bn, 40th Arty (105 SP) fired 340 missions and expended 
11,593 rounds during the. operation.. Results 'wer9: ' 

EN KBARTY 
EN WB.L-illTY 
SecOt1d~ explosions 
FiJ:'€;s 

o Probable 200 
1 
45 
2 

~ 13. Administrative Matters ~ 

a. Supply 

(1) Because the bridges behind TF Remagen were removed, all 
resupply was by helicopter. The s-4 set up a forward supply area (FSA) 
at Vandergrift 1 and the D Company Commander moved forward with the oommand 
group (CGp). 

. (2) Most resupply items were drawn from the USMC at Vandergrift; 
the aerial loads were prepared and staged at the Logistics Staging Area 
(LSA) there. With the s-4 were the support platoon leader, the transport 

lO 
DECLASSIFIED 

. , 

I 



-

~-

~---

~ --

DECLASSIFIED 

officer" six truck drivers, a PLL c;lerk, a maintenance representBtive 
~rom bot h HHC & D companie:;;~ th:;;eEl 5-Ton tru.cks, and a cOlll;.:)lete "relding 
cac')ability t bat 'IIl'as air treps)ortable. Al.so Ioca'ted at Valldergrj,~'t vTas a 
lness team .1'01" each company/bat,bery with too CGp. The D Company COlTlmander 
had .3 H548 POL carriers" 1 fiI.548 8.!11lnunition carrier and CreKS., He received 
most of the supplies and distributed them to the users" In re-brospecJv, 
the transportation officer could have been used, more profitDbly forrl~ard 
with the combat trains.. The D Company JOO1ll1..ander could have t,h"n become 
the logistics operator at the CGp_ 

(3) All types of Class I 'tvere- D.vailable at Vander-::rift. Sundry 
ps.eks Here iss ed Or'l the basis of 1 pack per 100 men every 2 days. The 
US11C CIa sI po£nt issued 1 A-ration -:ine-el.per -clay. But because ott he 
difficulty of distributing A-rations, C-rations werre used about 
90% of the time. C rat.ions were adequate .. 

(4) Cla=.s III ioTas available except for some special items Buell 
as OI-I""C (cherry juice) and 1811. (lubricat:ing,oU, semi-fluid) in large 
containers. By a.ncioipating requirements, suffioient quantities of 
packaged POL were ordered from brigade stocks to meet demands as they arose e 
Five ... hundred gallon rubber dru.ms Fere used to carry o'ver 40,,000 gallons 
of fuel ·[;0 -che maneuver eJ.emen-Gs lI See I.ndlosure 9 fOr a detailed listmg 
of Class ITr consu.mption .. 

(5) There nus no difficuliY--indra.wing ammunition. The Brigade 
s-4 and the l.Jarine I.ogistics Su.pport Unit (WU) Qomm;mde:t' arranged an 
ammunition acc01mtability t,ransfer t.holl.t enabled the TF Remagen S...L~ to 
draw Class V qu:J.nk:ly" Specialized items sm~h as 40mm al1ti ... aircraft 
(duste r ), H79, c1.ay111ores, am hand flares were not ava,i1a.bla jn large 
quantities but could be ordered through the WU. Delivery was made 1-2 
days after orderL"lgo The 105m battery fired over 73000 rOU)Jc)s and the 8lnnn 
morta:::'s fired appro:x:imately 4;000 :t;ounds during the first 3 weeks of the 
opera.tion. Inclosure 9 gives a detailed breru{out of Class V expendit.ures. 

(6) Culvert material was available from the l1th Engineers, USJ'10. 
The ISIT had a limited a.mount of concerlina t barbed wire .• and en,ginee-r 
stakes, although the TF used only quantities carried on its vehicles .. 

(7) Tr..e lacl{ of responsille heUcopter support at the exact time 
TF Remagen needed i~ caused the greatest logistics problem. US Arrr£!J hel:i.t.o 
ccpte:rs (CH,,-4 7s) aJ,located to the USHC to support TF Remagen were applied 
against UBI·IC priorities when the choppers reached Vandergrift.. Th:l LSA 
scheduling system requires precise locations a.Dd times o i··lith all units 
maneu~ring" it was exceedingly difficult to compJ.y with tbe Uli\.ts 
system. A be't'~er resupply sYstem wou.J.Cft'E,1r6 -been for tfieUSI·1Q to apply 
all helioop'i:.er suppo.::,"c, to it£: prioriti,es uZltH TF H.emagen 1.;as LD a position 
to be resl~pplied; t;len concentrate on TF Reril?gen nee .'8 until complet.ed" 

''lith an average of :30 minutes per round trip" 4 helicopters could have met 
TF Uemagen! S Rvera6e daily resupply requi.renents in l~ hours... Overall, 
TF Remagen men6uver elements received Xr.'oU3 Va:.l'J.de,-,gx-:tft over 200 aeri8.1 
lifts, represent,mg aver Ii- million pounds, plus a:a additional ,ClsOO 1?~unds 
of hot msals, mail, and spare parts fl~m in on tte br-igade Ufr.·l" A 01-1-1 
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was a daily neoessity for retail di~tributi;n··oT·part's~-maiI;and'me·91s trolll 
too cornba-t. trains area to the users. 

(8) The altitllde and tem;;leratures in the Khe Sanh area. reduced 
the lifting capability of the helicopters. A CH-46 would lift only 2}0?0 
pounds; .. a. CH-53 7 ~200; a CH-47 9tOoo and a eR-54 (Sky Crane) 20,000. Lifts 
from theISll. averaged 6,000 pounclsf!\ 

(9) A minor problem -wit h air "uppori;,_ wastl1e mixed_.radio con­
figuration of USHC.n"i..ra"l":.t:f't.. "~~ tiM CH-46s had an old series radio th~t 
would go only to 51.9 1110'; some ox t be CH-53s ha d the same type radio ,v-hile 
other CH-53s ha-d a ne'iirer series radio that wollld net with any frequency TF 
Rerna3en- used * Consequently, a lOi.J-band frequency 'V-1as used for air deliveries 

.pinne .. the air controller didntt lmm1T which OH ... 53 had which type radio. 

b. lI1aintenance. 

Second echelon maintenance support was a.vailable £rom the combat 
tl'aiu&Acontact team EomD Company, 75-Gh Support Battalion was :in the field . 
during most of the operation. IJ'Jhile O1.;Jerating under canbat conditions, the 
maintenance teams performed all required functions to include pulling 
16 power packs. Inclosure 9 l.is-ts specific Class IX activities. .A.1l 
vehicles moved from too field under their own power. 

c. Communications. 

(1) In Bpite of great distances and rugged terrain, there were 
verry few cOl11nlUnications difficuJ_ities. A retrans capability on the logistics 
net solved the maj or cornmunicatbns problem. An:J1 voice backup ivas 1110St 

helpful. 

(2) Failure rate of radios was low. The tu\"nover of inoperative 
for oper~_tive ra8i05 'ii1ith DSU was fast!_ normally 2-3 days .. 

d. Personnel and Services. 

(1) Hail and all required eO:I'respondence came in daily by 
UH-l from the battalion. basecamp. 1:.11 personnel functions continued tnth 
-\ib:; 8-1 a-:' the CGp and the P8NCO at ttE basecamp. 

(2) The troops received ample beer and soda. A truck brought 
Class VI to Vandergrift for airlift:ingto the CGp and the manelIV6r elements. 
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The initial objective and challenge presented to Task Force Remagen 
was HGet to Kb.e Sanhll • This mission was too major factor which determined 
the task force organization and the equipreent which hao to be tal~no 
Aerial reconnaissance of the 17 kilimeters fftoa aa~u to Khe S£~~h 
City convinced us that a major engineering effort wo:1d be required. 

In spite of the ef.fort expended to improve t he road .. we :insisted that 
only track laying vehicles constitute Task Force RorUL'Gen~ Whee~~ of &~ 
type were forbidden. The task force consisted of 86 traoked laying vehicles 
including tanks., armored personnel carriers" 10, MM SP artiUery hOivitzers, 
M.548 cargo carriers" armored vehicle launched bridges, combat engineer 
vehicles, armoree mortar carriers" bullq.ozers, am MB8 traoked ytecOV'ery 
vehtelIDO., Whilg vrheeled vehicles .may hWle simplified the control and 
logistic challenge, the terrain was such that they never could have made 
the trek. In retrospect, every type tracked vehicle served its intended 
purpose and we could not have succeeded without it. 

The mission was a natural fol:' an armored task fOrce. The scouts 
reconnoitered; mech infantry moved rapidly to secure the high groundj 
armored engineers pioneered a road; armored artillery and mortars pro"1i(1ad 
continuous fire protection. lrJ"hen the prelj]lljnary work was completed, the 
tanks thrust deep :into the Khe Sanh plateau reaching the Laotian border 
0118 day after cros.sillg the LD at Calu. 

Intelligence of too area of operations was non-existent. The friendly 
minefie1.ds emplaced for the protection of the old besieged Khe Sanh 
per'd.me"ter and the Lang Vei Special Forces Or-.np posed a constant threat" 
H:'i.nefield plots were not available; some minefield ·assistance was provided 
by" two veterans of the Khe Sanh siege who drew a rough trace on "Ghe situation 
rnapo An even more dangerous threat was -to be presented by the abundance 
of air lures and artillery duds that lay on too plateau. The need to move 
gingerly and to detonate the threatening duds tended to slow progress. 
the first week of the operation. 

After reaching Khe Sanh, the task force was given a new mission - to turn 
southward ill order to cut Hig~ay 926 which was an ei1e~.road leading. 
from the L!8I:)tian border. Two factors were to have a heavy bearing on our 
modus oper~~di after the task force reached the plateau. These factors 
'"COi1C'emed the Co Roc and too existence of a pur:ported north-south :t"'0ad'on the 
RVN side of the border_ 

The Co Roc, an Overwhelming ridge of mountains l-ihich completely dominated 
the intonded axis of advance. The Co 110c lies in L~ws, parallel to the 
boraerandiheXe·pon'IH.ver~· . From tEisr:r.dg'e of r-oGi<;--iJie-enemy'cQuld 
observEl our every move. Enemy possession of this critical terrain demanded 
that. the. task force jllove continuously before enemy direct and :indirect fire 
~d b& bro@gh~ to bea~ on us. 

The second factor "l-Jas an intelligence report which indicated that a good 
north-south road existed along our intended route of advance. If true, the 
existence of such a road wo Id materially assist our progress and allow the 

leading tank heavy team to cut east-west Highway 926 in a fel-T hours, As it 
developed, the reported hi::;hway did not exist. The search Ear this road com­
mitted the tank team to blaze a trail within a few hundred meters of the 
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• • laotian border and the Co Roc~ The'ne~ pioneer road thus made vulnerable 
the entire task force as it displaced southward. If the road had been built 
further to the east, the task force would have been less vulnerable to enemy 
disp·:mition on t he Co Roc. 

It would have been desireable if Task Force Remagen could have sjlnply lmpt 
going west into I{';?~J{9 or south and ea$t back to .the Au Shau V3.lk~i or Hue. 

Political considerations prevented the first option "t\uile a imperFutrable 
mounta:in blocked any serious thought of the lat"@~. Accord,ingl~~, YB kn6'N" 

that we had to withdraw over the game route on which vvi:o ad'!allc.:ecL 'l'he enemy 
knel.v this, w·hich gave bim an advantage. .He could let us D.chbllGE:d in -~be full 
knovlledge that sooner or later, Task Force Remage:::J. would have to rUl1 the Xe 
Pon gauntlet again. 

In spite of the rat her small enemy contacts made durir..g the operation, I 
believe significant damage was done to the ensm;y-. I conservatively estimate 
that over 200 enemy were killed on the side of the border. The buJk of . 
these were killed by tank and self·~propelled arti1lery fire especially du:r.'­
ing the successful artillery raid on the night of lO.mIl Apt' when 45 secon­
dary explosions were obserijBd from -t,he OP at the old La,ng Ve:i.. f'pecial Forces 
Camp. L'l addition to this, I believe the1~e W9r:3 three otbe:;~ l'8BU.1t3S 

1. The western flank of the 3rd ll!:arine Regiment was secure so that they 
could devote their attention to the profitable !IMaine Craig" operation. 

2. The enemy has learned that fast moving, armor protected formations 
can close on Khe Sanh in a few hours. R8:3~izing this, the enemy will 
be reluctant to use this area for the massing of troops and l3uppl:i.Gs .. 

3. It proved that a conventionaJ, armor mit could be employed deep 
in enemy territory for an :indef:inite perlod'oftime withou£ any ground LOC 
and supporteeJoniy by helicopter resupplJ.'-=o - - . ..- - --- -

15. Recommendations: 

That the concepts of operatingar~ored formations independent of a 
ground li.11e of communicatFma be moretboroughly studied by Army develop.:.. 
mental agencies with a;u~~ to Ilk'1k:L'i.g aJJpropriate changes' to TO&E, ATPis, 
ATT I sand ot her doctr'in.al documents. . .. 

./5~ 
j o 

f • ·/1. 
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Incl 
Area of Operations 
Overprint 
OPORD 3..,69 
Fragorder 1 to OPORD 3-69 
Overlay issued with verbaJ. 
order on 26 Mar 69 
Fragorder 2 to OPORn 3~9 
Fl's:gorder 3 to OPORD 3-69 
Fragordcr 4 to OPORD 3-69 
Fragorder 5 to OPORD 3..-69 
Resupply and Maintenance statistics 
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OPWD 3-69 (u) 

Task Organization: 

0/1-77 Armor B/1-61 In! 

1. SITUA.TION. 

a. Emmy forces: Current tmsUM-. - .. -

b. Fr iend ly for ces : Curre nt 0 PORD. 
-- --

--~- -.:=-- -:- =-- ~- '-

c. Artillery: c-:Jl.+O Arty (100 MAl LCC) DS. 
- ~ ~--~----~~--~~~,,"-,,--~-~-

" ~ "",- .. -., 

TF Control: 
Scouts 
Heavy Mortar Plt 

-Ground Surveillance (-) 
'~2::D'ozers7llth Eng . 

2-8quads/A-7th Eng 
2-AVIB/A-7th Eng 

2C~-:-M:I:ssiON~~··-TF=j::7·rT:.r sec~~es engineer -'c;n~t~uction on 'QL-9.fr'om 6a1u 
to Khe, Sanh and comucts strike operat.ioES in vic Khe Sam • 

.. a::- -Concept, 'of Operation: (l)~ Maneuver: This- operation to 
a tact ieal motor march from IZ Nancy to vic Cal:u _ (YD¢15465) J security of . 
engineer construction on QL-9 from Caiu-(YD¢15465) to Khe Sanh (YD848418; 
strike o:t:erations west' of Khe Sanh. 

, (2)~ ~u:es : On call 

b; :6/1-77: s~curity of Oalu (YD¢i546S)' from 1512¢¢ H .Mar 69'untilTF 1-77 
(-) closes into Calu. . 

c.Scouts· (-): First in order at'rriarch;, 

d.HHC' Tank Section: 2nd in order of march;' 

e; Grd ;·S·~ C;.): 3rd in order .of march. 

-," -":'£ .'-He~Vj ~~ortar Ph t: 4th in r)rder of march. 
""~:,s::.~'<,~~:;:: ;' ~. 

g. D c..;. (-): 5th :in order o~ mar,ch. ' 

h~ B/l":'6i;-- 6th in' orde~ of marbh~::::P 

~""C rJ-» F JJ:) ~/J TIJ9~ 
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C () It) p:- II.:? l:' -AJ r l/l L-
i. 2,"",Squnds/7th Enp:: last i.n order or march. 

j. Coordinating Instruetions: H/l-6l will join march column at the 
lnterBection of QI,...l and Sharon road as march serial Dasr'ea the i.ntersection. 
A-7th l'~ne (-) will join the march serial at Qlrl nnd Hed Devil rondo 

k. ,SI' IZ Nancy at 16¢8¢~ H March 1959! 

h. AlJMTNIS'I'nATION AND LOOISTICS. n. ASH: Basic lood every. two days. 

b. Cl"1sS I, III and V nvai1r~b1e from Vanperghift. Vehicle evac­
untion t,o V,lYilorghift. 

e. ]laily road 'convoy from Vanderghift to Hed Devil. Coordinate for 
lx::rsonnol nnd track veh iele Jnovcnent thru s--4. 

5. COMI~AND AND SIGNAL. 

a. Sil~nn.l: Current Sal in offect; 'l'F 1-77 Armor (-) enter TF Hotel opns 
ret, on cloflinrr, Vunderghift; Call Sign: WHITE FISHJ Freq: (P) 46.75 (A) 
70.10. 

b. C ormrnnJ: No chn~e. 

Acl-movIJodge: 

Anrex A .. Route Over1a.v 

llislrjbution: Special 

01i'F~1 C If. J,: 
/, 

/};r;jg,.; 
lllUJXJ1Jl\~ 

S-J 

J)O\tJNr~iifl.DTm AT 3 Y1':/\I{ IN'fF:HVA1B 
m:r.IMJ~nJ"JI':)l 1\1"1'J;:l1 l? YI';JI.W3 
nOll TlJH )200.10 

MJT,IA 
ITO 

DECLASSIFIED 
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DECLASSIFIED 

G:, d AJ i_I {2 t~/tll:1 /9& • 
• CLASSIFICATION 

C Gp:v: of C opia s 
TF REMAGEN (1-77 Armor) 

------:FB Galu 
YD¢15445 

__________ l~n92¢'H March 1969 
--- -- -- -DM-l 

FRAG ORDER 1 to OFmD 3-69 

Task Organization: 

Team B Team C TF Control 

Scouts B/1..61 (-1 Plat) 
2/0/1-77 

C/1-77 (-1 Plat) 
3/B/l...61 Heavy Mortar Platoon 

Gd Survl 
1)7i-Tl -C':') ---

---- - -
-~-----=~- :~~=~~E~~~i~~~r 

_1., SITUATION. 
a. Fr ,fe:ndJ.Y' forces: No Oharge. 
b; Enemy forces: No Change. 

~-'C~,~Q. __ Attachment~ am Detachmmts: Task Organization. 
-

2. IvlISSION.. TF Remagen conducts strike operations west and south of Khe Sanh. 

J~-EXE9TJ'l'I01~ •. a. Goncept of Operatio::1~ (1) ~ Maneuver: TF Remagen a.ttacks 
with 'two team's'--ab;reast}'·--.Team nG" on the no:r-th; Team !IBn on the south to seize 
and clear objectives REHAGEN, SABer and RIFJ.E .. 

(2). Fires: Priority of :fires to Team "ell 

b. Team B 

'-'d. ~sctPiaioon:r:::--TF""Re·serve·i·"f611ow"~Teanl C~--'pr'oVide~secur-ityforTF HQTs . 

at RON pos it ion .. 

e., 4.2 Mortar Flato?Tli GS; priority of fires to Team B. 

:;; ~ r: "'::;:-C~~-:4(Y'AFty-:- "CBs; pt. ior it y of-·l:;ir21s"~'to·Tc~amC .. 

~.::~~c;1~.44-(-) Arty-::--:foIiow cmFGPi'-proYide 10c;o1 security for TF Hdqs. 

h.. A/7th ~~ ( -): , 
. . 

i. Gd Su:r:v~: provide security. q.t. RON pos •. 
, ' , " " ~~ ,I ". • < , > ", \ ~ ~ ,: ". "''"_ $, >. 

j. D/l-77 (-): 

OIASSIFICATION 

Co A) /-If} £/1);/ fl L-

DECLASSIFIED 

r 
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DECLASSIFIED 

Cd AJ F J l;,G~;// 7"//91./ 
CIASSmeK:i.'IOO 

. ~. Coor.dinating Instrictions: (1).. ?p from pres lac 19¢8.0.0 H }larch 1969 .. 

(g) __ ~~~ __ ~!_Imrch: C/l-77J Cmd Gp; ~/1-77 ( ... ) Route: lvIilia road 

,(QL-9)-

(3) Cnd Gp order of march: 663 67, 13, 49, 12, 31, 16, 32, D56, 15, 

"95 end CEV. 

4. ADMDTrSTRATION AND LOOISTICS: No change. 

" 
-5. OJMMAND AND SIGNA. L: 

a. Signal: No change, 

b. Corrnnand.: Cnrl Gp follows Team C initially. 

AcknooJBdge: 

Distribution: Special 

Annex 
jA-Operations Overlcw 

OFFICUJ.,: 

4~~4J 
{::-BRADSdAW 

S-3 

DOIoJNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS 

DECIASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 

MILIA. 
TIC 

Dill DIR 5200.10 C 01/ FI 0 j;;-: /lJ 1/ f? U' t. 
CIASSIFICATION 

• 
DECLASSIFIED 

",'I 

, , 

-,iJ 

! ' 
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Frag Order 2 to OPffin 3-69 

DECLASSIFIED 

, , 
Copy of Copies 
TF Remagen (1 ... 77 Armor) 

_ I,:11Jg Pe RE.:ng I' SVN 
____ ¢xJ825 H April 1969 " ........... "' ..... :."." ... ":~~-= _~_c __ -_c,=~:~:;r~~l--~-~ ~-~-~~--~ L' __ ~~_-" 

~ Reference: Map, Vietnam, 1:50000, sheets 6.342 II,.6342 III 

1. Team B:. Mwe NLT ¢3163¢ H April to vic xn823353 and conduct dismounted 
~- sin operations in AO. . 
~--

--

'" 

2. Team C: Corrluct sin t)perations in ·AO. Maintain a reaction force for 
immediate re inf'oroement of Ranger Team. Ree on -a route from present location 
to QL~9 .for rapid reinforcement of Ranger Team. 

3. c-I-40 Arty: DS; Priorii:lf of fires to Ranger Team. 

4. scouts: Insert Ranger Team into team AO NLT ¢3l2¢¢ H April 69. 

5. Mortars: DS; .. Priority of fires t.~ ..... ~~er Team. 
------------------ --------- - -------------------- --~~--~-----

6. C-1-44 Arty (-): Provide local secUl:' ity for TF Remagen OPe 

Acknowle:lge. 

Distribution: Spe c ial 

vinnexes: A-Operations Overlay 

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR llIT' ERV AIS 
DECLASSIFIED 4.FTER 12 YEll..RS 
DOD DIR 5200 .• 10 

PI':;K~RTS 

me 

CIASSIFICATION 

C ()AJ FIOG/AI;-I /f~ 

DECLASSIFIED 
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DECLASSIFIED 
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DECLASSIFIED 
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FRllG OllDER 3 to OPffiD 3-69 (u) 

Reference: Map, Vietnam, 1:50000, Sheets 6342 II and 6342 III 

""-Task prganization: 

Team :B Team e TF Control 

0-1-40 Arty B/1-61 Inf (-1 P1t) 
2/C/1-77 :il.rmor 
4.2 Mortar Platoon 

e/1-77 Armor ( .. 1 PIt) 
3/B/1-61 Inf e-1 .. 44 .Arty (o.) 

Scout Platoon 
- -- _AI? Eng (-) 

- D/1-77 Armor (-) 

1 (0) SrrUATION. 
a~' Friendly forces: No change. 
b. Enemy: forces: No change" 
co. Attacbments and detachments: Task Organization. 

2 (C) NISSION. TF Remagen moves from presl"1nt location and conducts search and 
destroy operations in AO vicinity Khe Sa:::Jb." 

3 (C) ~EXECur ION. 
. _ a-:C-oncept"'of Ope-ration~ (1) J1aYl9uve.r~ This operation to-be conducted 

tnt-wo Pal·-ts: __ -Tactical march from P1'8Sc:mt location to'vic XD861395; Search and 
destroy=operations northwest of '[ue SaYle airfiB Id area. 

'(2) Fires: Priority of .fires initially to Team G •. 
. ~ . -- - --

'.. b. - Team Bi Move on' order; h8t~fu -crFaet; -Of rii.arch;' prOVide covering fires 
for'TF m~eto new location; occu:t,J;r'n~":J'P.)sit ion vic XD84¢3B¢. 

c. Team C: Move on order i 2nd. in order: o:t;' mar~h ~ occupy pos;ition vie 
XD86¢398; Qe prepa.red to countere.ttaclc -GO the west on Qr;..;9 and to northwest 
toward Khe Sanh airfield;; provide -dis::;!cunt~d, or vic. XD845393. , ".," 

.,... ,,:'d: Scouts: 1st in order 0:' ;:n.n:;:d.lp provide quartering party security 
during !l4--:trch~, .. ,,~ 

-

e. 4.2'M6rt~:fi:- PlL=ttobn:' ''US; atlir.ohed t.ol'enm B for secvl'ity and move to 
new Ioeat ion. ''', J 

,f. 0/1-40 Arty: Move on'- order,; fourth in order of march; provide 
'cove-rillg fire for mOVe of t~am B. -.. "\ - . .. 

g. ojl-44 Arty (-): 
for Curl.up J.t new 10c. 

'-·'-'~::::::f'·--~ ,~ 

Move with COl11ll1and Group; pr wide local security 

GDlSSIFICATION 

c~AJPI;;JkA/TIJ9~ 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

h. AI? Eng ( .. ): Move with scouts and quart.ering party; provide mine 
sweep and doz'er work as needed along route and in new loc" 

i. Coordinating Instructions: 
(1) Order of march: Scouts with quartering party and A/7 Eng (-); 

Team C; -Cmd GPj C/1 .. 40 Arty; Team B with 4.2 Mortars 0 , .• 

(2) Scouts SP time: ¢7¢73¢ II April 69; All other elements move 
on order. 

(3.) All elements will throughly ppliqlll are~.~ b~rn and bury refuse .. 

(4), AI? Eng (-) AVtB laUllcher attached to Team B for move. 

4.(u) AIMJNISTRAT"ION and 1<pISTICS. No ch~e. 

5. (0) OOHMAND and SIG mt. 

a. Signal: Current; 801. 

b •. Comnand: No change 

Acknowledge: 

Annexes: 
. ,A":'Operations Overlay 
,y , , 

v B-Fire Support PJan 
, ,j}.;.Suspected Mine Fie Ids 

Distribution: Special 

CFFIOIAL: 

DOtJNGRJl.DED AT 3 YEAR INTERVAIS 
DECIASSMED AFl'ER 12 YEARS 
DOD DJR 5200.10 

. ClASSIFICATION 

CdAlFt,OF#r/19C 
-~.? '. 

DECLASSIFIED 
• 
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DECLASSIFIED 

FRAG ORDER L. 'bo OFOO.D 3-69 (U) 

1 .. (0) SITUATION. 

-,1 

a. Friendly forces: No change" 

b. Enenw forces: No change. 

Copy of Copie s 
TF' R61119.gen ('1:77 Armor) 
'~f,<Sanh~ RVN 
xr:tt~~, 13 96 ' 
¢7222¢ H April 1969 
Cm-7 

2. (0) HISSION. TF Remagen contmues SiD operations in AO with particular 
interest to area enclosed by XD79.¢43¢" XD82¢43¢, xn82J2l4¢¢ and XD79¢4¢¢ and an 
area of reported truck movement vic XD789419. 

3. (0) EXECtJrION. 

a. Concept of Op3ration: 

(1) Maneuver: TF Rem~,genconducts SiD o'Jertltions in AO with two 
. t~~ ~ross re inforced. 

(2) :::Fires: Priority 0:' i'iJ.'2S -Lrdt.ially to Team B • 

. _. 

c. Team C: Conduct route ::'8:::;[}::_,·2~,Lm? l'ou:te 6Ji8 and SiD operations it"1 
-AO; Breach suspected friendly mimfj:8-1d ~vie XD8234tl8 commencing ~8¢8¢¢ H April 

69. 

d. 4.2 Mortar PIt: as.; l1l\)"'j,,;fr::o.n present lac to TF Renngen command 
post on order .. 

e.. Scouts:' Provide locaI C"f $8C'Jr::ty~ 

~ 

f. AI1 Eng (-): GS; attach O.k 8-1;:!:i}}~to 'I.E'era C~ 

h. C-1-44 .Arty (~) g Provide C.i: 8 c~r;::tr<rGy" 

).. c~;~di;;a"t"h;~"ih~tr~ t{gps"':=:A:l"l:i16rso'nne:C:shoulcfbe "especiallY ."" 
careful in th is area because of 1inexpl~ed ordenance, both friendly and enenw 
and unrecorded friendly am"i-tank and ahti personnel mines. 

4.(u) ADMINISTRATION and LOGISTICS. No charge. 

: .. 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

5.(U) GONt·fAND And SIDNAL. 

n. Sign::l.l: No chcmge. 

b. Command: C1' rOTllr'lins px'Qsent looation. 

j\C Imm·r1edr:e : 

Annexefi 
A-Opol'ntiom Ov('rlny 

]):i fitribu t.i on: Spec tal 

1l0:'JlIGHADEll /.'1' 3 YEAH J'NTEHVfllS 
JlECIMi,SH'mT) :"lIiTEH 12 YEI\HS 
IJOD JUI:. 5200.10 

PICKAHTS 
me 

OLASS IFICATI ON 
. '1-----

CtJA/l/O t::~/(/TI f/v • • 
DECLASSIFIED 



C (5C1s/et.-let:? 

() jJtJ/? {) J-t; f 

_-+---Lff! 

, '" '"'' '~I"~,~",, 

" 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 

0' •• - - - Kr:own Mine Areas 
, ___ S1:.s;:Jected/Reported Mine 

]., Vi.cinHy 
T/ i.cirltty 
-,t 5ji-~_LYi ~.~r i' .•• ivC.Cl-'-·,~'V 

II"'",, ,II' ,"",,,~~,~~.~~i~~~~~~~III!ill~~"1II ,,,,,,,jll~~""'~"'~~"~J"~I"'!II!~:!"~!~~I~:::ill:"~1 "111"!"~:"~""" ,,"",111', "~"''"''''' "''',,'~~~~ 

C OA/ ;= J /./ ;!':>v T / ))lL--' 
CIASSIFICATION 

1',,'h"IIII"1 ,"I' "'''''U'''''''''''"J:~~~' 

DECLASSIFIED 
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DECLASSIFIED 

" c " 0 Copy of Cop:fes 
TF Remgen -rr:77 Armor) 
Khe Sam, RVN 

FRAG ffiDER 5 to opmD 3-69 (U) 

Task Organization: 

Team 1 

B/1-61Inf 
Scout Plat 
4'.2 Mortar Plat 
A-7 E~ c-) 
RHC Tk Sec (-) 

1 (C). - SJTUATION. 

Team 2 

0-1-77 ilImor 
0-1-44 Arty (-) 
CEV ' 

a. Friend 1y forces: No, change. 
··b. Eremy forces: No change. 

XD861397 
1¢¢845 H April 1~9 
HCM-4 

TF Control 

CmdGp 
D ... l ... 77 Armor ( .. ) 

c. Attachmsnts and detachlrents: Task organization; task organication 
effective ll¢b¢¢ H April 1969. 

2 (C). MISSION. Task Force ReIlRgencontinuas Search atrl Destroy operat,ions in 
AO; corouets rel:1ef in place by TF 1-61 Inf (M). 

J (C). ' EXEOUTION. 

a.. Conc~:e~,. ,~~?p:ration: 

;. (1) Maneuver:' 'This operation to be a relief in "laoe by TF 1-61 
won in three ,increments .. 

(2) Fires: Priority of fire!', to t~a,m1. ,e~fect~ve Ilf6?¢ H April 69~ 
',1 .... ";':""·'1;,,' Xl},." ~,~,,:.i,II:, •• ' .1< .... H'-'~.ili':.- """"'" 'OT~lY-",."""iI"" .. Jo"" ' ........ T,.'~".,;t ; "'" ,W')~4'i..-~'I!.o-

'b.Team 1: Scouts,A-7 Eng (-), AVTB w/bridge, HHC tank section (-) 
Hq"66) and 4.2 Mortar platoon departs preseirl:. location 11¢63¢ H April 69 to clear 
,·QL-9 to OP Gj B/1-61 moves to CP G on order; team 1 completes move to FB Cal~" , 

Rockpile" Red Devil an9_ 1.7. ,Nancy on order." , , .. ' '.i "_1 l ','" ' ;_ ; 

c.Team 2: Depart present'loc'ation, on order for".""Calu, Rookpile, Red 
Devil and IZ Nancy on ord er • . 

--'- - ----

d. Task Force Headquarters. and D/l-77 (-) depart. present loert ion on . 
or der for IZ . Nancy. . ." .- ~ I·, .. : ; 

• , ... ,""""1;1-""'-. ,-

CIASSJFICATION 

DCWIDRAIED AT 3 ~AR m~;U3~.4-~A/ R.JJI.2AJ TIl:; f/ 
. DECIASSJF JED AFTER 12 YEllRS· 
DOD DID. 5200.10 

LUC-L ?' "1, ,,', 

DECLASSIFIED 

: ~ ; 

f ' , 



~." -

DECLASSIFIED 

C'O» FlO /i};V1-/ #f/ 
CLASS JFICATION 

e. ' Coordinating InStructions: 
, ,.-.. ~' "'",,",,'::,, 

',.. . 
" " (1) Report cros,sing cpi's. " ' " , ' 

, (2) Last vehicle i~ each tea+n/march element will display a colored 
:(lag/ streroner for i~ent ification.' ",. , 

" (3) Task organization e;ff ,1:Wf6~¢ H AprillS69. ' 

:.4, (U).. ADMJNIsrRATION AND 'LOGISTICS ... 
~, -

a. Ma.intena me halts w ill be 0 Ol1d ucted vic FE Calu~ 
b. All vehicles refueled prior to departure from present location. 

'., 
~"""'··_'_'_."""""" ____ '" __ """_"""'_" __ T_'·'" 

S (o}.. COMMAND AND S lGNAt • . " 
,.,~ .~. 'j'"'' ,~, 

a'" Signal:' No change. ' 
b.;' Command.: OP renE,ins present'locatton,;moves ,on order; jump OP moves 

, behtn:dterun 1 to oP G. ' " 

AcknoW' Je dge. ' 

- -' .-

Anrexes: 
A~Check Points (Cam Lo Route) 

, B~Cheok Pbiiits'{Ba long Route) 
~ C'::';FJre::rupport~~j~~, 

Di st.r ibu ti on: ' S:EE cia 1 

C IASSIFI CAT ION 

" , 
)~ 

C ())J F / JQ,G Ali) f) L,.. 

• --- --
- """---------- .""'!"-:-~~-..• , .";""":':."'~ ,-" -;= -"- ---

DECLASSIFIED 

,_ 

- -
~ _ _._;,"-:_=:~-::.""-::.-:.::-"---T":- .. ,,;; 



DECLASSIFIED 

~ OA/ ;:::1 £Zl2f(Llfl~ 
• CIILSSIFICATION 

, 

.ANNEX A (CHECK POINrS) TO FRAG ORDER 5' TO OpmD 3-69 

HAWK .. XD8954¢5 
H - XD9144¢4 
G - XD92J.419 
F ..;. XD92S421 
E - XD943423 
D - XD976434 
c - XD994445 
B - XD¢P1452 
A - XD¢¢9452 

1 .,;. XD995482 
2 ..; XD981543 
3 - YD¢26561 
4 - YD145589 
.5 - YD2496¢4 
6 .:. YD33¢519 
7 - YD422477 
8 - 46¢4¢2 

CLASSIFICATION 
_~r::'~~ 

C a/J P/1/ £/1/71 J9-t-

DECLASSIFIED 



00 

~-

; 

~. 

~-

DECLASSIFIED 

61IL () A/r / JJ.E:Alrl/l1../ a 
• CLASSIFICATION .., 

ANNEX B (CHECK POINTS FeR BA IDNG ROU'JiE) to, FRAG CRDER 5 to OPClRD 3-69 (On 
Order onJ..y) 

VV - YD¢33449 

WW - 'YD1l2449 

XX - YD1584¢6 
-

IT - YD264439 

ZZ - YD311481 

CC - YD344484 

DD - YD372496 

DECLASSIFIED 

I , 
I . 

, 



DECLASSIFIED 

ANNEX C (Fire Support Plan) to FMG OJm[~n S to OPORD 3-69 (U) 

MtlX OHIl 7(JOO O/G for March to Culu 

He 1. 87/1399 ne 21. 9284¢9 Gates 105'5 
II 2. 881dl0J1 II 22. 948407 II 

II 3. B99b¢8 11 23. ,48417 II 

II h. 9)21109 11 24. 9654¢9 " 
11 r' 91111 2'( II 25. 96¢42¢ " /. 
11 6, 93)),2) II 26. 971117 
11 't. 9113H'( II 27 .. 981428 Cates lOS's 
II 8, 9~2b31 11 28. 999431 11 

II 9. 9)'11137 11 29~ 998442 11 

II 10. 9C>8!dI2 Gates 10,1 s " 30. ¢15436 till 

11 11. 9'131\38 Cates lOS's 11 31. ¢¢7447 II 

11 12. 9'19!".I!~ 
11 13. 9[12),1;2 

" lli. 972),62 
" l~; . 9'(DL!)) 

" 10. ¢7161,()1 
II r( • n02395 
" leo 898393 
11 19. 91839) 
II ?O. 932391 

(1Ju\SS JF rOAT JON 

(': 0,.4/ ;/Z5£~~~1/i~1 /I & 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

!NOLOSURB 9 (RES UPPLY AND HAlNl'ENANCE' STATisTICS) 

1. 'rotal pounds air-lifted from the Vandergrift !.SA 1; million po\Ulds (over 

2. Est:ilnated oargo by UH-l 

3. MOCllIiS consumed 

4. DF-2 consumed 

s. OE-50 consumed 

6. OE-30 consumed 

7. OE-10 consemed. 

8. OM consumed 

9. Drake fluid 

10. IDA 

li. Class V oOMurrg:>tion inoluded the foUow1nga 

105mm HE w/tu'1fJ, w/o fuse 

l05nun WP 

l05lTIln HC &"'MK 

l05mm Illumination 

Olmm HE 

8lmm WP 

8l.mrn Illumination 

4.2 HE 

4.2 nlurnination 

4.2 WP 

9Qnm HI:'~ 

9QnmC~ 

Gal. ~O 

DECLASSIFIED 

200 miBdons) 

50,000 pounds 

U,950 gallons 

29,6$0 gallons 

335 gallons 

550 gallons 

110 gallons 

$0 galloll8 

10 gallons 

50 galloruJ 

5,730 

900 

)20 

480 

2,700 

1,168 

324 

960 

200 

160 

120 

1$0 

16,000 



• v 

t~ 7.62' amm.o 

5.56 ammo 

40mm HB (M79) 

Ola.ymore 

Green star Cluster 

White star Cluster 

Chg Demo c-4 

Det. cord 

Grenade ~ hand, £ra.g 

Fuse" PD M557 

Smoke grenade, Green 

Smoke grenade, Yellow 

4Qnm Duster 

E-8 u..uncher 

12. MOIs 

13. Class :IX: 

Pulled/c ha.nged 

Pulled/changed 

Pulled/changed 

Changed. 

Changed. 

Pulled 

Pulled/cha.11.gea 

Pu1led/chan~~d 

Pulled/ changed 

Pulled/changed 

DECLASSIFIED 

. 
J .32,,000 

16,800 

1,,728 

2CiJ. 

256 

J.a8 

30 kits 

60 

D.,2 

128 

12,000 

3 

59 palletl5 

2 Ml08 power packs 

1 CEV power p~ck 

1 A VI13 power p~ck 

Radiato; ~d fueJ. ta11.k for dozer EfMCO 

6 MllJA1-type power p~cks 

2 MB8 tr~smissions 

2 MaS final drives 

1 M?78 transmission 

DECLASSIFIED 

- I 



!!iij--

~ 

• . 
14. Combat ~ veb:tcl.es included: 

1 MB8 Recovery Vehicle 

1 EJMCO dozer 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
" 

lMl1~ personnel carrier (as a reSUlt of helicopter crash at Vandergrift) 

1 M37Bl 3!4tort truck~ utility (a.s a resuJ.t of helicopter crash at Vandergrift) 

1 m,lAl -tt OP, 'bruck, utUity (as a. re~ult of helicopter crash at Vandergrift) 
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HeC'.dquarters,. 1st Ba'ttal:L;n (r1e~hanized), 6lst !nf'an'tl'y 
APO San Francisco 96477 

SUBJEOT: Combat A.t'ter Action Report..JTask Force REMAG~N II) (U) 

Oomrnancling Oi'ficer 
23t Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mechanized) 
.Il.t'tention: .Il.VBL ... C 
APO San Francisco 96h77 

1" (C) !:y:pe of' Opera.tion: Search, reconnaissance-in-force and 
p:i.oneer:Lng operat:i.ons by armor and mochan:i.zed :i.nfantry teams :i.n the 
area of' Khe Sanh, Quang Tri Pro'V'i.nce-:;- Republic of Vietnam • 

. 20 (0) Dates of Qperat:i.on: l01400I-I April 1969 to 292145n April 
1969 • 

. :h (C) LOy?-tion~ "\IJest of' Khe Sanh to the Laotian border and south 
to l\TVA Route "926B See Inclosure :1, a. map overlqr of' TF RE!:1l\.GEN II t S 
area of operations., 

40 (0) Com.rnand Headquarters: Headquarters, 1st Battalion (I'1Gcha­
nized), 6Ist Infantry,,-

;: "" (C) Task Organizat:ton (TF BEI"IAGEN II): 

a.; Phase I (lo1400H .April 2969 to J.208o0H April J.969): 

(J.) .J~eam .ALPHA: 

Company A (-)., 1st Battalion (l.1echanized), 61st. Infantry 
3d Platoon, Company A" 1st Battalion, 77th <Armor 

(2) Teem ARMOR: 

Company A (-)., 1st Battalion, 77th Armor 
2d Platoon" Company ll.., 1.st Battalion (Mechanized), 61st 
In£antry . 
One PJ.ato,:?:rJ.~ Battery B, 1st Battal:i.on" 12'r.h .Artillery 
(8-Inch) \SP), USi'1C 
Detachment (~vo Bulldozers), Company A, 7th ~ngineGr 
Battalion 

(3) Task Force Control: 

~····~~S~ou Cpi~to-on; ·lst-Battali~r;.·(Mech;;;:ci-;~X) / -6J..~€:rf2rrin try.· 
Heavy Mortar Platoon, 1st Battalion (Hechanized), 61st 
Infantry 
One Platoon, Battery M, 4th.Battalion, 12th Artillery 
(J....C;5mm) (Sp), usnc 
Combat Trains.~ 1st Battalion (11echanized), 6J.st 
In:f: an try 
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Phase II (120800H April 1969 to 151200H April 1969)= 

(1) 

(2) 

Team .ALPHA: 

Company A (-), 1st Battalion (MGchan~zed)" 61st Inf'antry 
3d Platoon, Compan,y A;Ist Battalion, 77th Ar.w.or 
Detachment (One Bulldozer), 14th Engineer Batta1~on 

Team ARMOR: 

Company A (-)~ 1st Batta~on" 77th Armor 
2d Platoon, Company A~ 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 61st 
Infantry 
Squad (Reinforced), COlr.\Pany A, 7th Enginoer Battalion 

(3) Team BRAVO: 

""qornpanyIi (-), 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 61st Infantry 
3d Platoon, Company C, 1st Battalion;. 77th' Armor 

(4)!.~am CH.ARL:!=J2.: 

Company C (-), 1st Battalion, 77th Armor 
3d Platoon, Company ~B" -l.st Battalion (Mechanized)" 61st 
In.:Eantry 
Squad, Company A~ 7th Engineer Battalion 

(5) Task Force Control: 

Scout Platoon~ 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 61st In£antry 
Heavy Mortar Platoon, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 61st 
Infantry 

~ __ ls-,\:; l"latoon (-) 9 Company A, 7th Engineer Battalion 
Bat.tery c" 1st Battal:i..on 40th Artillery' (105mm) (SF) 
One Platoon~ Battery M" 4th Battalion, 12th Artillery 
C155mm) (SP)~ USMC 
One Platoon, Battery BJ 1st Battalion, 12th Artillery 
(8-Inch) (SF), U&~C 
One election, 1st Battalion., 44bh Artillery (40mm) UI.A) 
CAW) (Sp) 
Combat Trains" 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 6lst 
Jnfantry 

Phase III (151200H April 1969 to 20120a{ April 1969): 

(1) ~a.m jlliPH..%.: 

(2) 

'Jompany A (-), 1st Battalion (Hechani.zed), 61st Infantry 
3d Platoon" Company A, 1st Battal~on, 77th Armor 
SquadJ Company A, 7th Engineer Battalion 

Team .ARt10R: 

"--OO!11panyA={ - )~ ~ list Batt~11.o-n;--7 Tbhllrnior ---~--~-~"~"--"-"'-~-'---"- _~~ __ J 

:::d Platoon, Company A, 1st Batt.alion (Mochanized)" 61st 
TnfaniJry 
Sq'J,ad (Reinforced), Company A, 7th Eng:Lrw8r Battalion 

(3) Ta;:\lc Forco Control: 
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Scout P~atoon, 1st. Batt,aJ.ion (Mechanized), 61st. Inf'antry 

Heavy Mortar Platoon~ 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 61st 

Inf'antry 
lst Platoon (-)~ Company A~ 7th Engineer Battalion 

Battery 0, lsb Dabto.li.on 40th Artillery (lO'5mm) (Sp) 

Cne Platoon, Bat.tery M, 4th Batt.alion, 12th Art:illery 

(lSSmm) (SF), USMC 
One 8ect1.on, 1st DattaJ.1.on, 44th Art:111ery (4Or.ttn.) (All.) 

(Allf) (SP) 
Combat Trains, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 6lst Infantry 

d. Phase rl (20120OH April 1969 to 292l45H Aptil 1969): 

(1) Team ALPHA: 

Company A (._), 1st Battalion (Mechanized)" 61st 

Infantry 
3d FLat-oon" Company A, 1st Battalion, 77 th .Ar.;nor 

Sq.uad3 Gornpa.'1.Y A.t 7th Engi.noor Battalion 

(2) Tea~~ 

(4) 

Company A (-), 1st, Battalion, 77th .A.rmo1.~ 
3d Platoon, Qomp~ A, 1st Battali.on (Mechanized), 
61st Inf'antry . 
Squad (Reinforced), Company A, 7"th Engi.neer Dattal:ion 

Troop, 2d Squadron, 7th Cavalr,y, ARVN 
Reconnaissance Company, 1st Regiment, ARVN 

Task Force Control: 

Scout Platoon, 1st Battalion (Mechani.zed), 61st 

Infantry 
Heavy Mortar Platoon, 1st Battalion (Mechan:ized), 61st 

Infantry 
1st Platoon (-)., CompDllY A, 7th Engineer Battalion 

Battery G, 1st Battalion, 40th Art~llery (105mm) (Sp) 
One P1.atoon, Battery}'[, 4th Battalion, 12th Artillery 

(155mm) (SP), USl'{C 
One Section, 1st Battalion, 44th Artillery (40mm) (~) 

(J'M) (SP) 
Comba·t Trains, 1st Bat-talion (:1-1echanized), 61st 

Infantry 

~ 6. (0) Supporting Forces~ 

~~·~-'~~-~a._._Batjj£a'Y~C, 1st Battal:Lo~,-40th Artillery (105rnm) (SP) was in 

direct support of TF :ii.EM:AGEN·Ir~-·--Thebe;t;:tery., aJ.reE.dycat.Kb,e S.a.nh :in 

di.rect suppor-t of TF REt1.t\GEN I, became attached to TF REMll.GEN-n,o·e:f:;;:-·~--'-~c~ .. _ ..... _ .. 

~-

f'ect:ive 1112.00H l\pril 1969 .. 

b. One Platoon.> Battery M, 4th Battalion.\> 12th Artill.er;v (J.55mm.) 
(SP), USI\lO, Gonsisting of ·three l551l1n1. soU-propelled howitzers and 

four 11SbS cE'...rgo carriers., was in d:i.rect support of TF ill"!lLIl.GEN IT" 

The platoon was attached' at, Ca Lu (XOO10455) at l01800H April 1969. 

c.. From J.10800H April 1.969 tolS1200H .April 1969.~ one platoon" 

Battery DlI 1st Battali.on, 12th Artillery (8-Inch) (SP):> USJ:![Q.'l c'on­

s:is'l:,:ing of' bwo 8-inch sell-propelled h~r.i..tzers, was 1.n direct support 

of TF REi''lAGEN II. The platoon was attached at Cr>.. Lu at l10800H .. 
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Apri~ 1969. 

d. A reinforced engineer pl.atoon was attached to TF Rm~GEN II 

e££ective 11l200H April ~969~ The platoon consisted of two squads 

(.dth minesweeping and demolitions capabili.ties») Company A, 7th 

Eng:i.neer Batta1.ion,; wo AVLBs" Company A" 7th Engineer Battalion; one 

bull.dozer, 14th Engineer Ba~talion; one bul.1dozer, 11th Engineer Bat­

talion" USMC,; and two bulldozers, 12th lU'ti.llery, USMC., 

e. One UH-lD helicopter was made available to TF REMAGEN II on a 

da:Lly basis by Headquarters" lst.·Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mech­

anized), based at Camp Red Devi.l. 

£. One aeria3- observer w'as made avai1.able by Headquart.ers, TF 

HOTEL, based aU. Vandegrilt Comba't Dase, on a daily basis. 

g. One Tact:Lcal Air Control Party/Air Liaison Off':i.cer 1iras made 

ava:i..lable by Headquarters!, TF HOTEL .. beginning 22 April 1969",. 

7. (0) Intelligence~ 

a.. Prior t.o TF REMAGEN II's move to Khe Sanh on II Apri,l 1969, 

the follow:tng inte1J..:i.gence was made avai.l.able by tread-quarters, TF 

HOTEL and Headquar-ter:'};., TF REMl1.GE.N I: 

(1) Sensors north.rest. of Khe sarih and north o.f QL-9 regis­

tered movement of small, ten- to fi.ftsen~ groups of ene~J s01-

diers.. l·~ovement was generally nor'thwest to southoaet. ~1.d uest. to 'Cast.;, 

.from t.he internat.ional boundar,r between South Vietnam and Laosa 

The sensors were mon~tored by Headquarters, TF HOTEL and readouts 

were supplied to TF REMAGEN I. JI'lovement. WaS detected almost. daily •. 

(2) The TF HOTEL 82 bolieved that elements of: the 304th NiTA 

Di.vision were located in Laos, imtllcd:i.ately west of the :internat.ional. 

bound~J, in a passive de£ensive posture • 

en TF R.1lMAGEN I (wi.th command and control provided by 

Headquarters~ 1st Battalion, 77th Armor) operated south of Khe Sann 

during the per:Lod 16 lVlarch 1969 to 10 April 1969 and experienced 

three conta.ct-type inc:i..dents.. At ,3008,36H ~Xa.rch ~969, elements of 

Team BI/AVO encountiered and engaged a srnal.~ ambush party" resu~ting 

in three NVA KIA. At 3ll250H March 1969~ one t188 VTR and -one M48A3' 

tank were damaged by a rocke~propeJ.J.ed grenade or reooilless rifle 

fire. At 0106l5H Aprl::l_ :.L969, Team BRA.VO rece:ivE:ld 100 82mm mort.ar 

rounds from Laos. Team DDAVO was located at cp-~8 on the inter­

na.t~onal border~ 

b. Upon TF :lEMi ... GEN II t s arrival at. Khe Sa.nh on 11 April 1969" 

intel.1igence concerning thG over3~1 enemy s:Ltuation in the area'was 

'\""0l0'" sketchy" GeneraJ.~y.9 it was be~ieved that, at most, the area 

__ ~-from Khe Sanh-weat-f.oc_thB __ .Tlaos-Soutl::l, Y~Eltnam border uas be:i..ng used as 

an inf:i~trat:i"ori rOllte,b\.l'r,-that:··n:o--~or-·iNA- orVCuiiIts' ~,i8r0"oC:-- -'-'---'-­

cupy:ing the areae 

c.... Dur;ic.g the per:.tod 1...--:" 1\pril 1969 to 2L!. Apr:L1. ~969 ~ ':,hE' intel­

~igence si.tua.tion (i..id. not· ,~hange substantiaJ.1.y .from tha-l:. YJ.t.J..ined 

i.n par.r:.g]:'2ph '7 S.", ;J.:)o-;rl,;) c; 

(l) Sensors continued to register movement of smaLl groups 

in the northern pm'i:.ion of TF nEMAGnN II',,,;, AOe :a, il'iQ{,! £e1.+, that the 
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sensors were detecting the movement of men (and supplies) through the 
Khe Sanh area by the NVll 559t.h Tr2.nspprtation Group, the support or­
ganization that normally aperates:in this' area. 

(2) TF IlEMAGEN II units ,moved throughout the 11..0 without en-
countering any enemy units, mines or. booby. traps" During the period .. 
the TF had aerial. observers and an,nir caviury: feam on station: none 
o;f these "tires fired Upo,h by the enemy wh1.1e rec'ol1noi tering throughout 
t;he area at altitudes of froip. "300 to" 400 fe'et' •. ,-The mission of the 
8:erial observers ond the a:].r o-avalry. team 'was'tb l-provide inteJ~igGnce 
input to TF REM1-~GEN II while attempting to develop the enemy situa-
tion.. ' , 

(3") It was felt by .Heao.qunrters, TF' nQTEL, -'that TF TIEl'JIACl:1LN 
II, by occupy:i.ng the enemy's attenti<m with respect to TF capabilit.i,es 
and intentions~ had fixed a dj.vis~on-size enemy force (possibly the 
304th NVA Division) :in Laos .. 

(4) Inclosure 11 LS a list of all spot repor~s made by 
aerial obsorvers, the air cavalry team and ground units during this 
period .. 

do. During the period 24 Aprll.1969 to 28 April 1969, several con­
frontations occurred that signalled n significant change in the i~tel.­
ligence situation: 

(1) TF REr.'f"lAGEN IPs FSD at Lang Vei (vicinity of the old 
U.S~ Special Forces Camp) (XD790358) was attacked by an estimated re­
inf'orced NVA company at 250300H April 1969. 

(2) On the morning of 27 April 1969, the tank platoon at­
tached to Team.lillVN and performLng as Team 11J{VN I S lead element in its 
movement to CP-23, spotted an etremy am.bush at CP-13 (XD8l5370). The 
ensuLng contact'resulted in one NVA KIA at ·the ambush s:i.to .. one f'NA 
KIA near the ambush site, and the discovery- of seven mines emplaced 
along QL-9 aJ."ld rigged for COl1Uiland ~etona t;ion. 

0) TF REMAGEN IIts FSD at Khe Sanh Village (XD846381) was 
attacked by an estimated rej.nf'orced NVA company at 2.802$OH April 1969. 

8. (0) Mission: 

a. Pioneer a tank trail ;from QL-9 south to NVA'Route 926 (trail 
to be constructed 4 to :5 ldlometers' away ;from, but generally parallel 
to, ti"le Laotian border in order to remove friendlY ;forces operatir~ 
along the trail from wit.hin range :;;;:"": ·;;;.,i:lc.:::;;·-J2L:Th D::>:t'k"i~S,~-:it.n.~_bcx~ :i..!'l 
Laos); 

b.. Determine the feasib:i.lity of pioneering a tank trail from Khe 
Sanh northwest to FSD Alpine (XD755532) and then east to Vandegri.:ft 
Combat Dase (VCB) (YDOoo48.5); 

93 (C) E:x:ecu~: 

a" Phase I (101400H April 1969 to 120800H April 1969): At 09l700Ff 

5 
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April 1969, Fragmentary Order 14 to Operations Order 5-69 wasissueda 

The movement t.o Ca Lu (YDOlo548), a distance of 54 kilometers~ was 
aocomplished in four hours and thirty-one minutes i-.lth on~ one 
breakdo-wn. The ni.ght of 10 Apri.l 1969 was spent at; Ca Lu in a 
perimeter-type night defensive position. At 110800H April 1969, the 
21 kilometer move from Ca Lu to Khe Sanh commenced. Movoment was 
completed by ll2100H April 1969. Several breakdowns, primarily ones 
i.nvolving bulldozers and8-inch self-propelled h~tzers, caused a 
delay of approximately 405 hours. Aside from breakdowns, the bull­
dozers had to be land-waJ.ked from Os. Lu to Khe Sanh and the average 
speed of the convoy was reduced to five kilometers per hour. One 
AVLB was l;;dd enrou'te at XD9J.4l.J.04.Oyerhead convoy cover was sup­
plied by an air cavalry team, two USMC aerial observers,' and on-call 
tacti.cal air support aircraft. 

b. Phase II (120800H April 1969 to 1512000 April 1969): Frag­
mentary Orders 15, 16 and 17 to Operations Order 5-69 (Inclosures 3, 
4 and 5 hereto). 

c. Phaso III (~51200H April 1969 to 20J-200H April 1969): Frag­
mentary Orders 18 and 19 to Operations Order 5-69 (Inclosures 6 and 
7, hereto). 

d. Phaso IV (201200H April 1969 to 292J.45HApril 1969): Frag­
mentary Orders 20 and 21 to Operations Order 5-69 (Inolosures 8 
em 9, hereto). 

20. (C) Results: 

a. A new tank trail, whose trace is shown on the map overlay at 
Inclosure 1, was p~oneered. Trail breaking began on 12 April 1969 
and Team ARMOR reached l>NA Route 926 on 2l April 1969. The Trai~, 
rated good for tracked vehicles during dr,y weather, o~, is one-way, 
with its few turnaround pOints located at CP-17, 19, 2l and 56s 
For illustrative purposes.. after a two-hour rain, two MJ.l3Als w:i;th­
out track pads were able to negotiate the trail with moderate to 
extreme difficulty. 

b. Tho .m:i.ss:Lon of pioneer:i.ng-~ trail nortmlest to FSB A1.pine 
and then east to VeB was rescinded on 26 April ~969, based upon a 
survey made by the Brigade Engineer, 1st Br:i.gade, 5th Infantry Divi­
sion (Mechanized). The engineer survey revealed that to accomplish 
the mission would require an engineer company and that it could not 
be aocomplished by armor~echanized forces alone. 

c. To a limited extent, the enemy situat:i.on was developed in the 
1ille Sanh area. :L'1. that, on three separate occasions, the enemy chose 
to abandon his hide-and-seek taenios and to engage~ offensively, ele­
ments of TF REMAGEN II. Despite the facts that Team ARVN did not oc­
cupy CP-23 unt:u 24'16,300 April ~969~ and that Team .ALPHA and Battery 
C~ 1st Batnal:i.on, 40th Artiller,v oeeup~ed CP-22 (1ess than 1000 
meters from, and with:i.n mutual support2ng di.stanoe of, CP-23), the 

_~(3ne:my was_able to launch an at-back;aga:inst. Team ARYNat~?5'03CX)H April.o -__ ~ ___ ._. 
1969. Ini:t.i.al.J..y, it was believed that a security element of the NVA 
559th Transportation Group had attacked Team ARVN following an ~nfil­
tration-type move from Laos into South Vietnam along the general axis 
from XD770335 to XD785352 and its positioning of forces, Vicinity 
XD787359 and XD783355, on oposite sides of Team ARVN's night de-
fensive position. Subsequently, the enemlf's identity was established, 
however, his routes of access and egress to and from the battle posi-" 
tion were not confirmed. Later events would tend to indicate, though, 
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that he approached CP-23 from an area bounded on the south by a line 
through CP-9" .;10, -11 and. -.35.. It is poss:ib1e that the purpose of 
the attack w&~ to preclude or forestall another move by TF REMAGEN II 
to the internahional border vicinity CP-.39. Credence is lent thi.s 
possibUity by virtue of the fact that, when Team ARVN began moving 
west along QL-9 on the morning of 27 April 1969, the enemy established 
and was prepared to execute an ambush whose single distinguishing 
characteristic was that it was to have been sprung during daylight 
hours. The ambush failed. The attack against Team ALPHA and Battery 
0, 1st Battalion, 40th Art,illery, looated in a night defens:i:ve posi­
tion near Khe Sal1.h Village (xn84638l) (CP-3), proba.T:>1y was launched 
from an area bounded on the southeast by a line through CP-9 and -10. 
The main thrust of the assault was d.."irected against Team. ALPEA from 
t.hat direction, enemy surv.Lvors wi.tb.drew in that direct.i.on after 
brc:'Id.ng contact, and i.ndications were that t.he enemy had l20nrm 
(regimen tal) mortars positioned vicinity XD794407. Sensors had _ 
registered act~v~~ at that. point and :in the surrounding area aunost 
daily, though no enenw were observed by aeriaJ. observers or the 8ir 
cavalry team~ and TPQs and art:illery R and I fires were employed :in 
the area daily and nightly. It should be noted that, on the night of 
22 April 1969, Team ARVN reported observing veh:ic1e lights and hear­
ing tracked vem,(>..1.ss vicinity XD785365, and that. sensors coni':irmed 
tracked vehicle-like movement at the same coord:Lnates and at. ti1.e Sa.'11El 

time as seer. and heard by Team ARVN. Ground and aerial. reconnaissance 
the £ollo~g morning failed to reveal tracks in the rain-softened 
earth in the area., The sapper attaoks of 25 and 28 Apri~ 1969 lasted 
for 265 and 3.25 hours, respectively, and both were characterized by 
light to moderate use of small arms, maohinegun and mortar fires, and 
by heavy use oi' pole and satchel chargos, hand, rocket-propelled and 
rifle grenades, and flame-throwing devices. All of the equipment 
oaptured., to include. the .uni.fol:'l11s -worn by the WA KI1l.s, was new. Uni­
forms worn :il:r the 25 .April 1969 attack ,-Tere the same color as those 
"lOrn by .ARVN regu~ars: :in the 28 April ~969 attack" NVA. un:i.f'orms 
were -l.Jhe custoffia.ry khaki.!gray color. Most of the NV.A KIAs were young, 
clBan-shaven~ had short hai1~uts, were well equipped~ and, based upon 
an inspection of the condition of their feet, dPparent~ had not 
travcJ_J_ed any lengthy distances in the :i..mmediate past. Inf'ormation 
assembled dur~ng and after the contacts of 25; 27 and 28 April 1969 
(specif'ically, embroidered shirt-pocket markir~s, e.g, 403015/40-20, 
40301l!40-20, 403020/40-2.0, et cetera.; the number 40, enclosed by a 
trianble, heat-branded onto the £ront handguards of captured JU~-47s; 
and the LBN 13974 marked ine1_de and on itemso:f apparel) was proces­
sed and evalUated and, £r6m that il1:ror.mat:i.on, it was determ:i.ned that 
elements of the 9th and 57th WIA Regiments had participated in the 
two sapper attacks and the frustrated ambush. 

d. Traffi,cability and maneuverability condi.tions in the Khe Sanh 
area north of ~-9 rendered armor-mecharrLzed operations moderately to 
extremely difficult. South of QL-9 to the east-west grid line 25, 
vegetation and terrain restricted armor-mechanized movement to exist-­
ing nnd/or newly-blazed trails. Gor.era11:y, there ,,,as little maneuver 

": area on e:i. ther side of the NGW Remaeen Trai.~. ItnrCediately north_ of' 
~-."".:: ___ ~_ NiTA Route 926 and south, there.£rom~ to OP-45 and. -461' terrain and 
'" wgei::;at:Loiil:avo:rea-a;rmor;;inec1:1ah:i:zeu movement;-;-except that movement;-· 
- ~s restricted to roads and trails east of the 87 north-south grid 

line~ 

6", Friendly CaS1.1,aJ_tiee: 
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8.3: 2.9 May 1969 
SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report. (Task Force lUlY.lA.GEN II) (U) 

OTHEli. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

KIA 8 0 8 ~ ~T 
1~ 46 0 W-h 0 90 
DOW 0 0 0 0 0 
MIA 0 0 0 0 0 
CAPTURED 0 0 0 0 0 
NON-HOSTILE DE1I.TH 0 0 0 0 0 
NON-HOSTILE INJURY .16 0 0 0 0 

:t:. ~ Casualties: 

(~) Cumulative: 73 KIAs; 0 Pt'J's; 0 CDs; and 4 Hoi. Gha.nhs. 

(2) Inflicted by U.S. Forces = !6 KIAs (including 4 ICBM)'; 0 
Ris; 0 CDs; and 0 Hoi Chanhs. 

(3) Inflicted by ARVN: 28 KIAs; 0 !'Ws; O· CDs; and 4 Hoi 
Chanhs. 

g. U. S., Equi.pment Losses: 'I:w;o MlJ..3A1s, one M54B, one y.t48A3 and 
one MJ..49 400-gaJ.lon water trailer were destroyed by a camb:tnation of 
RPG .fire, pol,e and satchel charges and flame-throwing devlces. 

h. JlRliN Equipment. Losses: 'Xwo l'1ll,3s and one Ml2511 were dest::t'":1J'::;. 
ed by a combination of. RPG fire, pole and satchel charges and f1.ame­
throwing devices. 

i. En~ Equipm~~t Oaptured, Destroyed or Discovered: 

ITEM 

122rnm Rockets 
l20rrIrn Mortar Round 
7.62mm Cartridges 
82mm Mortar Round 
82nnn Mortar Round Fuzos 
60riUU ~rortar Round Cartridges 
60mm Mortar Round 
RPG-·2 (:8-40) Launcher 
RPG':'2 (B-4o) Round 
RPG-7 (B-41) Launcher 

, RPG.·7 (B-hl) Round 
Bulk Explosives 
Sa:hechel Charges 
Bangalore Torpedo 
Ri.f:Le Grenade 
Ob.:LCoffi Hand Grenade 
1L~t~-Tank M~ne (T-4l) 
Bomb, lOaO-Pound 
Bomb;t .500-pound 
Macb:inegun~ EPD-l. 

o""'-·,-.,.,.,. .. ·Mach:i..riegun,~ 'sa-4:r {Russ:i.an}- .. ... .... .--"_ 
Mount, Muchinegun" (For 80-43) 
1\:[<;:-47 (hT:tth Standard Wood stock) 
AK~7 (W±th FolQ~ng Metal Stock) 
Magaz:i~., AK·-.u7 (Full) . 
2-e,Sl }'[ask9 INA~,Type 

Pack, If"vA-'rype 

8 

UNIT 

Each 
Each 
Eaoh 
Each 
Each 
can 
Each 
Each 
Each 
Each 
Each 
Pou.nd 
Each 
Each 
Each 
.Each 
Each 
Each 
Each 
Each 

_._Eaoh __ 
Each 
Eaoh 
Each 
Eaoh 
R'OI,C-h 
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II 
l. 

39,.000 
96 
1.2 

2; 

19 
7 

86 
l 
6 

306 
300 

4 
16 
!J'2: 

7 
:L 
J.. 
1. 
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SUBJECT: 

• CON~IDENTlAL' 29 Ma.y ~969 
'(Task Force REMAGEN II) (U) Oombat After Ao-M.on Report, 

IT:EM 

Pith IIe1met 
Med:Lca~ K:i..t (ChiCom-Type 
Bamboo Bridge (7' x 20' x 3 r ) 
Bamboo Hu'b 
Bunker (3' ~ 51 X 4r) 
Cave 

li. (U) Logistics: Inclosure l.2 

12. (C) Comrnunio·ati.ons: 

UNIT 

Each 
Each 
Each 
Eaoh 
Each 
Each 

QUANTI;:Y 

2 
2-
3 
5 

253' 
.35 

.. .. a •. M. operat.i.ons/intelligence net and an FSCC net were maintained 
with Hea,<;).que.rters,· TF HOTEL utilizing an AS-2236/GRC directional an­
tenna which proved to be invaluable. 

b. An administrative/logistics net loras establiahed and maintained 
bc~roen TF ~lAGEN IIis comba~ trains at Khe Sanh and its £ie~d trains 
at VOB using organic radio equ:Lpment ... 

0 ... , In order to maintain cO,nJJJJ.ul1:i-c9>tions ,.4. ttl ~Ieadquar'!:ers, 1st 
Brigade" 5th Infantry Division (l-1echanized), "hr:i.thout -whose stlpporti and 
assistance beY()::::lcl that which Headquar.ters, TF HOTEL was rec-J:'tily able to 
provide TF :a»tIAGEN II probably would not have been capab~e of accom­
plishing its several missions, a brigade retransmission station 1~S 
established at FSD Cates (XD927hh4). Thi.s enabled TF REMAGEN II to 
cormnunicate With Brigade in both secu~ and non-secure voice modes 
over straight line distances of fi:tty~one k:i.1ometers .. 

d.. Overall, no major pr6b~elTts ,rere en¢ountei'ed in t.he comm~n:ica­
tions area. 

13.. (C) ~rvations and Recommendations: 

(1) Observation:: TF TIEiYIAGEN II's AD contained many areas 
which 'were inaccessible to tracked vehicles JII yet those areas needed to 
be searched t.horoughly by dismounted elements. Although limited 
searching was accomplished by mechaniz;ed infantrJ'1nen, it would have 
bGun ·desirable to have h.'1.d a dismounted rii'lo COll1pany, free oi' the 
maintenance and logistical problems associated~th a mechanized in­
fant~J company~ for use in conducting detailed search and clear oper­
at,ions. 

_ (2) Recommendation: That task i'orces assigned similar mis­
sions :in comparable areas be task organized to include an 1lr1ilored 
Cav~- Troop.; one Mechanized Ini"antry ComparJ;)T; one R..ifle Company,; an 
1i.ir Cavclr.Y Team (wi. th one IDE and. blO heli.copter gunships).; a Combat; 
Engineer Platoon (reinforced "Wi. th t,hree bulJ_dozers and two lI.VLBs); 
and a batte~f$ Gach~ of l05mm and l55mm self-propelled how~tzors. It. 
would also be desirap~e to have one CH-46!47 and one eEl-53 operating _--.~ 
in direct support o£ the TF in an aerial res~ply role. This t;asl;: __ ~-,·.---­
,~~eni.z~,~~",;!;r,~:t.cl .. rec1,,~9~"l:,l:?-;&,"1l~'13POr_.C;f .t§.n.,K;.~.Jandtq~~og~stical re-
qu~remen-Es and prQBlem.s ass(::'c:Lated· t.he"X'ew:Lt.h/·~-7et, ret=fro-an:.nrmor . "-""_~" ___ c· t 

capability to counter an armor threat. It would have increased TF 
REYIAGEN II! s capability to conduct deta:iled search and clear opera-
tions in the dense;; rugGod terrain so preval.ent in it::; J.o • 

....... " .. ",,,',,,.,,,, .. , . 
b. UH-lD Support z 

') 
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(l) Observation: One UH-lD was made available to TF RENAGEN 
II for ten hours (0800 to 1800_hours), dailYe Contro1 and use of the 
helicopter for command and controi,reconria.issance, medical. eVacua­
tion and emergency and routine adrn:ini.s-trative and. logistioal tasks 
proved to be irrva.J.uable to the success of' TF operations.' However, 
considerable t~e was spent and, henoe, useable time was lost, in f~­
ing to and from Vandegri:ft. Combat Base to refuel. 

(2) Recommendation: That a. UH-J.D be made avai.lable to 'task 
forces assigned similar missions ~ comparable areas on a daily 
basis, and that. one M548 be fitted with a collapsible fuel con­
tainer :filled, daily, with Jp-4 and from 'which the support.ing UH-lD 
could refuel on site. 

a. Artillery organization and Employment: 

(1) Observation: One l05rnm seli-propelled artillery b!l.ttery 
and one l55mm seli-propelled art:illery 'platoon operated wi:th and in 
support of TF REMAGEN II. It proved to be an excellent combination 
and, employed as :it. lv-as, enabled the TF t.o conduct artillery rai.ds 
al1 .. dlor to establish £'orward fire support bases with each artillel:'y' 
element operating or located "lithin the other's range fan., With two 
artillery elements, it was possible to fire defensive concentrations 
around each position each night, 1,hich would not have been pos-_ 

""""s:i..ble had but one artillery uni.t sup,)orted TF REMAGEN II from a field 
pos:ition. .An advantage o.f' being supported from within the field by a 
155.mm artillery unit lv-as that the howitzers I range capab1.l1.ty allowed 
TF movement over considerable d1.stances without necessitating dis­
placement~ It was necessary at ni~it however, to insure that the lo5nnlli 
battery was not separated from the 15$mm. artillery platoon mOTe ejr than 
a distance equal to 1. ts (the lOSt s) maximum illuminati.on range. 

(2) Recommendation: Ideally, two 155mm batteries are pre­
ferred t.<:>one l.55mm battery and one l05mm battery, or to one l05mm 
battery and one l55mm platoon (which latter comb:inntion sup,~')orted TF 
REMAGEN II); however, it is felt. ctohat. resupplying two l55mm batteries 
over an air LOC would ord:inar:i.ly overtax the support capab:ili ties of: 
the helicopter-supplying organization. One battery of l55mm seJ...f­
propelled how:i.tzers~ vis-a-vis and ~th do~b1e the f:irepower of a 
plat.oon, could be supported logistically with little effort beyond 
that requ:ired to support a platoon, and is, therefore, recommended 
for task forces assigned similar missions in a comparable area. See 

~-_-__________ ~paragraph 13a.(2), above. 

d. Air cavalry Team Support; 

(1) Observation = During the eight-day period 11 to 18 
April 1969,. an .A:i.r CQ.valry Team conSisting of one LOR, two heli­
coptor gunsh:i..ps and one UH-1D opera ted in support of TF REMAGEN II nnd 
assisted in developing the enemy s~tuation. It is felt that the 
presence of' the ACT assisted in cliscouraging the enemy from harass1.ng 
elements of th TF'~hi1e pioneering trails or moving throughout the 

....... AO. Ad<l:itionaJ.ly~ the ACT greatly assisted in the intelligence co1-
die :i:on-ef:~f'or't,- as' -a -resU:lt of which operations-pJ.anni.ng.....vlas_ fa.cill-­

tated" 

(2) Reoommendation: That an .A;ir Cavalry Team. be attached to, 
or placed in support of, task forces ass:igned similar missions in a 
comparable area. See paragraph 13a(2), above .. 

e. Bulldozer Support: 
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(~) Observation: Bulldozers were employed in three roles: 
trail blazing and repair, clearing of obstacles, and preparing of de­
fensive positions. A technique successfully employed during the oper­
ation was to attach a bulldozer to Bach armor a~d mechanized team. 
Bulldozers moved with the team's lead element and built fording sites 
and/or eliminated obstacles when necessary, since the are~ was criss­
crossod by numerous streams and draws, bomb and shell craters, and 
deadfalls. It was important that the bulldozer remained forward with 
the lead element, otherwise~ when the team encountered an obstncle, 
considerable time was lost waiting f'or its displacement. Employing a 
bulldozer Y-lith each team, however" resulted in numerous breakdo"rns 
that occurred as a result of operating in the rough terrain that 
characterized the area o£ operations. tVhat appeared to be an in­
ordinat,e amount of maintenance was necessary. However .. the advantage 
of having the bulldozer with each team far outweighed the problems of 
maintaining them. Bulldozers were particularly valuable for use in 
the preparation of defensive positions and for as long as they re­
mainedoperational were used to dig in comrnand carriers, artillery 
pieces, APes, tanks, cargo carriers and some items of supply. Un­
fortunately, near the end of the operation none of the bulldozers 
were £u~ operational and it became necessay~ to reoccupy old, pre­
viously used, dUg in posit~ons, with the protection they offered, or 
to :forego that protection :i.n f'avor of occupying new positions nightly. 

(2) Recomrnendation: That task forces assigned similar mis­
sions and operating in comparable terrain possess a minimum of three 
bulldozers (see paragrep4 l3a(2)~ above)~ that an augmented ELL be 
stocked on site, and tl ..,:1" qualified oulldozer maintenance personnel 
accompa~ the task for~ combat trains. 

1.4. (C) Commander's Analysis: 

a. Cooperation~ coordination, support and assistance by and be­
tween the several headquarters, units and services involved were ex­
ceptional. No problems ca~}able of being solved by Headquarters, 3d 
Marine Division~ Headquarters~ TF HOTEL .. or Headquarters, 1st Brigade, 
5th Inf'an'try Division (Mechanized), were left unsolved" a.nd their 
solution was accom~Jlished with speed, eff:Lciency and dispatch. 

b.. Tactical air and aerial observer support were timely~ ade­
quate ad absolutely essential to successful accomplishment of TF 
P~~GEN IllS missions. Fighter-bomber, £lareship~ gunship and 
I1Spooky" support was invaluable to 'the overall success of the opera­
tion and, in particular, to the defense against, and subsequent pur­
suit of" enemy forces 1-lhich attacked Team A11VN 1 s and Team ALPHAls 
night defensive positions on the mornings of' 25 and 28 April 1969. 

c. Successful def"ense or night de;,:ensive positions against 
enemy sapper attacks hinges, in the case of armor and mechanized 
forces~ upon detailed planning and preparation; reconnaissance of' 
the position and an area extending 500 to 1000 maters from its peri­
phery; dispersion o£ men~ weapons and vehicles; dug in positions for 
all vehicle~; one- and two-man fighting positions dug in and located 

-be'c;weenandc:t-eJrw-a:rd'=of-"Vtltticle s -sited on-theperiIneter;. -.:arrJ),ushoa...ac'id. , __ ~ __ ". 
listening posts well forward of' the pe~eter; planned defensive 
fires~ to include those of automatic weapons removed from vehicles 
and errrployed in a ground raJ_a.; instantaneous and continuous illumi-
nation .. saturation use of claymores, trip flares" protective wire, 
hand grenades and l'i79-1aunched hOmm grenades; plans :for employing 
art.illery in a direct fire role; good communications; and the spirit 

II 
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profeSDiona.lism and cour'ac;o of tho defonders. 

d~ Sustainod operations in an environment and under t.he conditions 
whic:h exi:=;tod in tho Kho Sanh aroa eventually exerted their toll on 
lJ.)Gq. tanks, bulldozers and other tracked vehicles. Despite the out­
standing maintonance offort put forth, force vehicles were fa.st ap­
proaching tho point whero more timo was spent in maintaining them than 
operating thorn. In time, a lengthy maintenanco standdown would havo 
boen required, and it is questionable wheth0r available helicopter as­
sots 1Jould have boon sufficiGnt to support the lift of assemblies, com­
ponents, p[l.rts and materials that would have been requirod to rondGr 
all vehiclos completely operational. 

e. In this t.ype of an op~ration and since ta.ctical em)loyment of 
the forco v1<1.S tied so closely to ]::J::'istical rosupply, whtch, :1.n turn, 
w[),s tiod to aerial dolivcry, it w"s im')crative that the commander and 
the oporai,ions officer romain abroast, at all times, of the current 
f.ll1cl PY'djcct,)d P:JL and ammunit.ion stlltus of the force. This vJaS par­
ticularly tru~ in tho caso of high density, high consumption lOSmm, 
lL;:';rlm, t,.2-1.nch and Glmm arnmuni tion. 

f. Probably 'Lho most significant aspec t of TF HE}I1AGl~N II IS opora­
tion ·W-'.f; that of 10jistically supporting an armor-mochanized infnntry 
forco soJoly by air. Aorial resupply uas accomplishod by USMC and 
lOlst A-'irborno Division (Airmobile) helicopters (cH-46s, CHwh7s and 
CH··53s), and, considorinc tho limtted helicopter ascots avnilr1blo t.o 
TF lJO'],gL, support received 1-18.S outstandine. Inclosure 12, horoto, 
outJo:inos thu magni tudo of tho offort required to maintain an nrmor­
J11CCh:~lli2'.cd infantry force via.. nn ALOC. 

12 Incl 
, 1. 

2. 
3. 
4" 
5. 
6. 
'( " 

Hap Ovorprint 
Initinl Dif3pooi tions of TF' 
F'ra!:,rnentary ardor 15 
Fra!')ll<.mtary ardor 16 
FraUllontary Ordor 17 
II'raf'iiwnta:ry Order lB 
l"rnf';.nontary Order 19 
}'ra[';,lluntary Order 20 

(,;, FrttD,18ot:l.ry ardor 21 

-", I / -" --'" ,/' . ~,a~ ... -~- tf ~4.l./-;,.J~ .... ~- '~'" 
DAVIn E. l{;l.t,rrf~ JR. 1/ ':-.' 
Lioutenant Colonel, Infantry C_ -' 
Commanding 

10, Plan for Post-Attack Pursuit 
of tho Enemy on 2[j April 1969 

11. Intu1:Li[}Jnco S,)ot RUj)orts 
12. Lor,i.stics 
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mCLOSURE 3 (li'RAG ORDER 15 .to OP0RD 5-6q) COTJIbat After Action R1>,port. 

Phase II (120000H Anr 69 - 130700 Apr 69} 

i. Missiotl 

TF REMAGEN conduets Recon-in-Force W~st to Laotian border; 
be~e pionp.~r1ng operation North to LZ PLPINE and South to NVA Hwy 926 eff~~tive 120~OOH Apr 69. 

2. Tm ALPHlj 

~.. A~t,~hed 1 Bulldozer I9frectiv~ 120~OOH Apr 69 

h. Bep-'in, t~nk tr1311 from CP5 ... bP6 - CP7. 

c. Be 'Pr~'Pared to continue to CPS 0/0. 

3.. Trn FHA~rO: Conduct detailed sl"larch of ~~M y. 

4. Tm CHJlRLr,t:- Oonduct Recon-in-ForC!=l to CP22 - 23; be pl'epart':Jd tc? continue to CP31 0/0. 

s. Tm .A"RMOl1~ DisphM to CP3; be prE'lparEild to rAinforce Tm BRAVO 01" Tm CH~fll,1E 0)0. _ 

6. Sct/i ... 6H OF Serittrlty. 

7. 4.2 Pht:- GS from cpi 
g. l/A/? En~ t-): Improve fording eite at CPU. 

9. C/1-40 Arty: 

a. GS from GP~ 

b. Be preparAd to displ~ce to CP22. 

10. M/4-12 Artyt GS r~om CPl. 

11. Plat/B/1-12 Arty: ~ of' Tm CtrARLIf;.-

Distribution:- SpAcial 

>-~ Oll'FICtAL: , 
""=----_ l./ . I 

~c •. ~ ,frJ ,-L-'t.~.-c.~(...t-b-1.-~-cl_~ 
aIT?OrTftRD L-___ SJ 

F..Am'IGA.N 
Uo 
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]\TCLOSTTRE 4 (li'RIl.G orlDER 16 to OPOHD 5-69) to COJ"1bat After Action 
Report 

PhASe II (130630H 1\,.,1' 69 - 141200H Apr 69) 

l. Miss ion 1 No Chan~e. 

2~ Tin ALPHA: 

a. Disniace to OF 39. 

b. Be prepar.i'Jd to conduot searoh in ""reA. Z. 

3. Trn BHAl"T(j! Cont:in~1) present mission~ 

4. Tm CHARI.IE: 

a. 'RRF for Tm ALPHA f:l.t CP 22. 

b. Be pr~pBred to disp1aoe to CF 33 0/0. 

e. FrovldE~ S8CUrUy for C/l .. 40 at CP 22. 

5. Trn A1])lfOR: Crmtinue pr~sent mi§s~9n. 

6. Set Plpt: Cp" security. 

7. 

~. 

4.2 Pl~t: OS 

C/1-40: 

a. Displace to cr 22 at 130900H Apr 69. 

9. 

10. 

b. DS of Tm fiLPHA. 

M!4-12:' as 

Plat/B/1-12: GS 

11. 1/A/7 En~r (-): Continue present Mission. 

Aclm owl ed ge :' 

""Pistribution: STlAC ial 

OFFTCDL: 
C/ . I 

/';,L-.(~ ~ .. -t ..... -c,"1.4'>"'''I~·{k 
, G m,on r.. TID 
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INCLOSTTRE 5 (:~1RAG OBDRR, 17 to oPORD 5-69) to COTllbat After Action 
Report 

1.. Tm npB'A: 

a. Contirm,e SA~rc" in area Z. 

b. Disn1ace to CP 3 effective 1414000 Anr 69. 

c. ASStlJ1'1(~' s!')cnritv of C/1-40 Artil1p,ry at CP 22 effective 
1 ~(l~(lOH At'll" 60 , and dis"l ace to CF 14 with C/1-40 A'rti11erv 0/0• 

2. Tm Fl'T.) h vO: 

f.l. Assume s~ou:r'itv or 0/1-40 Arttllr.!ry ~t CJ' 22 "f.fA'et't~~·14170Cfr 
Apr' 69. .. 

b. Move to Ca Lu I'!It 150800H Apr 69 and becOJI'le OPOm! to 1st 
Brie-ade 5th Infant.ry Division (Mechanized), upon ar-rival at GI'l Lu. 

3. Tm CHARLIE: 

a. Ready Reaction Force at CP 22 for Tm ALPHA. 

b. Disp1ece to CJJ 1 upon ~.rrival of Tm BRA1ro who will assume 
security of 0/1-40 Artillery at CP' 22. , -

c. 'Move to Oa Lu ~t 15~63OH Apr 69 and become oPcbN to 1st 
Bri~age, 5th Infantrv Division (Mechanized), upon arrival at Ca Lu. 

4. Scout Pll'lt: TF Rm--r~GE1Ir CommlIDd l"'ost S~eurit:v. 

5" 4.2 Plat:- CIS 

6. C'~h<".lr units: No Ghan!Ze. 

Acknowledge:' 

Distributiont· Specll'tl 

RA.m'IGAT'll 
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lNCLOSURE 6 (FRAG ORDEn. 18 to OPOTID 5-69) to COTTlb::lt After Action 
R~po!'t .' 

Phase III (151';OOH Apr 69 - 160700H Apr 69) 

1. Tm ALPHA: 

a. Move to CF 39 effective 160700H Apr 69 and searoh area Z. 

b. Be prepared to displace to CP 13 0/0. 

2. Tm AH,IN: Oontinue present mission. 

3. other units: No Change. 

Acknowled~e:' 

Distribut:i.cnr SplOlcial 

Oli'll'IC!.AL: 
.~ , (' 

I I 
/ \"I--f"''1''7J t. l.lJ. .. , i''-&. .• 

GIT?OUARD 
83 

HARTIGAN 
LTC 
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INCLOSURE 7 (li"l1.AG ORDER, 19 to OPORD 5-69) to Combat lIf'ter Action 
Report 

Fh~se III (lS~H Aur 69- 231200H Apr 69) 

1. Tm .ALPHA: 

A. Move'to CF 17 with C/l~40 Art~llery. 

b.. Continue Move to CP 56 with C/:1-40 A:rtillery. 

c. Be pr8parFJd to Ploye to CP' 52 0/0. 

2. Tm ARMOR.: 

a. Continue to mryve to CP 44. 

b. Upon arrival ~t OP 44 conducted mounted sweeps to CP 61, 45 
and 47. 

c~ Be ~r~parpd to displace back to CP 56 and aSsumo sp.curity 
of 0/1-40 ll.rtillery 0/0. 

3. Tm ~.R1i'N: 

a. Upon Rrriv~l nt OF 5~ conduct a sparch of area north of QL-9 
FlS sbown on ov"lrlAY .. 

b D Report crossing of ~h~se Lines. 

Aclrn::lwledl!e: 

Distribut-ton :-

---- -=-HAr:rmAN 
LTG 

.CONFIDENTIAL 

DOWNG RADED at 3 year intervals 
DECLASSIFIED after 12 years 
DOD Dir 5200 10 
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ThTCLClSURE S (lm.AG O~DER 20 to opoRb ~-69) to COTl1hat After Action 
Report 

Ph8se I" ('231200H AnI' 69 ... 25l200H Apr 69)\ 

Ii Tm ALPHA:' 

a. .ASSU1Tt!~ secuJ"ity of C!i-40 ArtiJJ.ery and displace to OP 17 
with C/1-40 Artil1 ery effective 230800H Apr 69. 

b. Be nr~pared to establish a Fire Supnort B8se at CP 22 with 
... "C/'1-40Artillery 0/0. 

2 •. Tm ARlJOR: 

a. LMf.181.' at OP S6 and eonduct search in ATM around CP 56. 

b. Be prepared to displace to OF 1 0/0. 

3. Tm ARVN:· Continue search in present zone. 

4. other units!' No Change. 

Aclmowledge:-

Distributionr SpAcinl 
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LTC 
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4tONFIDENTIAL • 
JNCLOSURE 9 (FRAG ORDER 21 to QpORD ,>-69) to COMbat A "fter Action 

Report 

Phase IV (25120(H Apr 69 - 2~o6oCH Apr 69)' 

1. Tm flLPHA: 

a. Connuct detAiled search of ~rea Y efeective 25060nH Apr 69. 

0. Be prO'lpared to di.spJ.ace to CF 3 0/0. 

2. Tm ARNOR.: 

n. Move to CP 13 and Cdnduct search in area S. 

0.. RAl'ldy Reaction Force for TF RmvtftGEN. 

3. Tm ARilN: 

a. Conduct detailed search of' are>'! iT effective 250700H Apr 69. 

0. DjsT'>ll'lce to OP 5 effective 2517000 ApT 69. 

c. Be p"""parnd to conduct sea.rch in vicinity of' CF 22 effective 
2'1OBOrn Apr 69. 

4. C/1-40 Arty: Disp1Me to CP-3 With Tm ALPHAe 

5. Other units: No Change. 

Dist:ribution: SpeciAl 

. ··I{jJlT IGAN. 
. LTC 

CONHDEN1\Al 

.DOWNGRADED at 3 year intervals 

.DECLA~S'fIED after 12 years . 
DOD Ofr 5200 10 
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'CONFIDENTIAl • 
Inclosure II (Intell:igencc' Spot> {Reports) t.o Letter, Headquarters; 

~st Battal:i..on (Mechanizod)" 6~st In:fantry, subject: Combat After 

./l..cti.on Report (Task Force REMAGEN II), dated 29 May 1.;169., 

~ TDIE --
J.2 ./l..pr:L:h 1.400 

14 Apr:n 01J.5 

1.4 1i;pril 0743 

l4 April 0800 

14 Apri.l 0930 

J..4 April lo15 

J..4 April 1210 

JJJ. Apr:il 1320 

16 Apri1. noo 

16 April. 1325 

16 April. 

J.6 .April 1.405 

~ 

:t.6 April 1505 

16 Apr:i.l 1.645 

11 .April 0855 

looO 

INCIDENT 

A/1-77, at XD70l360, :found three shelters, 

20 1X10 1 , :freshly cut. 

A/l-6l, at XD703383, :found t-i .. o cans of 60mm 

mortar cartridges" estimated to have been 

there one week.. Hot rusty. Destroyed. 

A/1-6~ at XD7053B6, :found f:ive old bunk­

ers (4rx4'x8 t ), w:ith two-:foot overhead 

cover. Bunkers destroyed." 

A/1-6~ at XD705385, found one 1,000 
pound bomb and one 500 pound bomb. Ds­
stroyeci in Elaee. 

A/l-6i,-at -XD709388"~" ""£ouo"ci."·one bunker,·" 

i'airl:'l_new, 8 1x7tx4t, with l~ foot dirt 

cover and" bamho-o aoor. Destroyed .. 

A/l-61., at XD709388 found cce box o:f 82xIllu 

fuses._ Destroyed. 

A/1-77, at XD787329, spotted three NVA. 
Tri.od ta"'opprGhdnd" Unsuccessfu]_ ... 

A/l-61,at XD705388, :found II 122mm 
rockets, 9 fuses, 1 l2~m mortar round, 
30.,000 rounds of 7.62 in cases, and 96 
82rmn mortar rounds. Destroyed. 

A/l~6l~ at XD7l0386~ :found four 

bunkers, 3 1x6 t x6 1 , ~th double wood 
roof. Two to three weeks old. Also a 

trail .from NW to SE. 

A/l.-6i, at. x:069E1394$ i'oundone brJ..dge 
across a gorge. Seven to eight feet 

wide, 15 i'eet l.ong~ made of interwoven 

bGIDboo. Coul.d support aqy two-wheel 
vehicie-or tawed artillery piece. Also 

found a :footbridge. 

A/l-61., at. XD77524J.., .found numerous 
bunkers and sagos of roccnt activity. 

Also, at XD369234, found more bunkers 
and a bicycle tire .. 

A/l-6l, at XD690394, .found a bridge 7 
.feet vT.ide and 20 :feet long. Reinforced / : .... 

to hold large trucks. 
,."., ... ".......,. • "' .. ," ~~-r.-_""" . .,_~ .. ~ ".~"":" " ::', }j-~~--~~-~"'Jo~. ~_..-~ 

A/l-6l" at XD690394, :found anothe"r briclge I ; ; 
7 .feet mcle and 14 feet long. \' 

A/l-61, at XD708392, :found three L-shaped \~ 
bunkers" SIx) r 1dth bamboo tops. 

A/l-6l." at XD7l6394~ f'ound an old bunl<er 

complex made oi' logs. Inside :found one lWA 

gas mask (:fairly ne ... ) and one Ch;i.Qom grenade 

(old). Destroyed~ 

DECLASSIFIED 
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I CONFIDENTIAL. 
Inclosure 11 (Intelligence Spob Reports) to Latter, Headquarters, 

lst. Bat.tal:ion (Mechanized), 6lst Infantry" subject.t Combat .Af'ter 

Action Report (Task Force RE'1l ... GEN II)" dated 29 May 1969. 

(Continued)~ 

~ TlME 

1.7 April. 2315 

18 April. 0020 

l.8 Apr:ll 0J.05 

20 ilpril. ::tJ300 

20 April 2055 

20 .April 2128 

22 llJ?ril. 1420 

22 April. 16$0 

22 Apr:U 

l800 

25 April 0330 

25 AprU 0430 

0545 

INCIDENTS 

HHC/J.-6J. reported one man approximately 50 

meters out .from TFR CF pGrimeter. Illu.nnnation 

fired. Negative results. 

HHC/1-6l spotted one man on perimeter of TFR OP. 

~red M-79 with negative results. 

HHC/l-61 reported one man on ~est edge of perimeter 
of TFR OP. Fired N-l6 and M-79 w:i.th negat.ive 

result.s. 

A/1.-77 spot.ted six to seven indiv:iduaJ.s at 

XD815274" OaJ.led in artillery .fires wit.h neg­

ative results .. 

2/7 ARVN heard and saw some mOVGment 300 meters 

south of its perimeter at XD862396 ... 

TFR OP, at xnS18356, had trip flare set off out­

side of peruneter. 8180 sighted lights 100-200 

meters out. M-79 fired with negative results. 

A/1-61, at xTI865238~ xn874227, and XD874225, 
found two bunkers 4'x4 I x6 c, one bunker 21x4tx4t~ 

one bunker 2 I xh1x4', respectively.'}> Also found 

one CbiCom gre~~de. Destroyed. 

2/7 lJ1VN9 at XD8l5392, and XD8l7386~ re­
spectively, fciund :five old caves and three old 

bunkers, and ~o old hooches. 

Aj:L-6l, at XD860248, found two bunkers, 3 tx,S't 
and 21X3 1x4f. Roofs reinforced with logs. 

Newly built. Destroyed. 

2/7 ARVNJ! at XOG17386, Spotted three to eight 

NITA. fired mortar and .50 caliber "rith negative 

results. 

FAC informed 11./1-61 of three NV1\. in the open 

at XD8l2376. FAC f':l..red WP rockets w:l..th negative 

resul .. ts. 

2/7 Al{VN, at ~88358~ received mortar ~nd BFG 
:fire :followed by ground attack. 

AJ../77 3rd Platoon w.i.th fillVN at XD788358, re­

ported taking RPG and mortar fire. 
~~~'-'C=:-'=~~-":!~'~- ~''-'''c',",,,, " ' .~ ... --~- ~-~. 

Results of Cont.act on"'Fire Support. Base :33 NVA 

-- KIA.; -Captured mater±aJ..s-; 12AK-47 s J 4 nPG-2-·­

CD-40) L",unchorsJ 1. RPG-7 (B-41) launcher.; 2sG-43_ 

mac}u.flUGuns; l. su...43 mount.; 1. bangalore torpedo; 

1.00 1,x"'f47 llk-i[3uZ!ncs; 10 nPG-2 (B-40~ rounds; 300 

su:tchQl. charGoSl 50 "Ch:i.Com grenades.; and 6 RPG-7 

(n.a4J.) roul1.do. A1J.. NVA KIAs had ntmiber sewn on 

l.O£t. ],:Jccket, ~&> ••• 403015/40-20.. Bottom nu.lllber 

same in· all C<.")"sos., Top number differed only :i.n 

Jl.a.st two or three dig:i.tse-
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, CONFIDE.NT1A.L • 
Inclosure II (Intelligence Spot, 'Report) to Letter" Headquart,ers, 
1st Battalion (Mechanized), 61st, Infantr.y, subject,: Combat After 
Action Report (Task Force REi'1AGEN II), dated 29 May 1.969. 
(Continued). 

DlI.TE !!t!! 
25 Apri.l 0605 

27 Apl"il 0740 

27 Apl"i1. 0835 

27 April 0845 

0955 

27 April 

27 April. 1310 

0309 

28 April 1030 

28 April lJ.OO 

r 

INCIDENTS 

A/l-6l, at XD794362, received two RPG rounds and 
one 82mm mortar round. 

2/7 AllVN and 1st Platoon A/1-77, at xn8l9379, had 
a mine command detonated in front of the lead 
vehicle. They spotted one man and fired c.n him. 

A/1-77 platoon ~th ARVN, at XD8l.9379; found one 
NVA KIA. and the w:i..re on theco:m.mand-detonated mine .. 

2/7 ARVN", at XD8l.9379, reported two NVA ICIA wear-· 
ing pith helmets, light khakis, web gear, one.ful1 
pac~ One Mc-47, one EPa-a (B-40) launcher~ ~dre 
and blasting cap, generator, and four T-41 mi.nss .. 

Scouts 1-61 found two T-41 mines~ 100 meters 
ahead of last mine and downed vehicle •. Command 
detonated. Destroyed3 

2/7 ~, at XD799358, found 30 old caves, fox­
holes and 2-man positions. Approximately a 
company-size position~ Had been used in the last 
few days. 

2/7 ARVN at XD799353, had anD trip flare set o£f 
in lront of Scouts and two in front of A/l-77. 
Scouts spotted man and fired on him. A/1-77 
saw two dogs. 

A/l-6l", at XD844372" received ground attack 
with SAF and liPG fire f'rom an estimated company 
(reinforced). 

2/7 ARVN" at XD834392, spotted enemy in tre8s along 
stream. Took under lire. Results: Four NVA KIA~ 
two JJI-47s and one fieldphone captured. 

Results o£ 1l/l~l. contact: 26 NVA KIA (Team 
.ALPHA; 4 NVA KIA (Team ARVN).; 4 NITA KBA; with 15 
AK-47s (mth folding stocks) .. 1 RPD IMG; 2. RPG-2 
(B-40) launchers; 76 RPG rounds; 19 6~mn rounds; 
16 ri£le grenades; 3 banga20re torpedoes; 300 
pounds of' explosives, and 2 ChiCom medical kits. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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, CONFIDENTIAL' 
:rnc~osure ~2 (Logist:ios) to Letter, Headquarters, ~st Bat,talion 
(Mechanized), 6 st Infantry, subject.; Combat Uter Aot.ion Report 
(Task Force REMAGEN II), dated 29 Nay ~969 

~. CO) Genera~: 

a. Personne~ average dai~y strengt.h for Task Force HEMlI..GEN II .. 

(l) Average daily strength during the period ~lo8COH Ap~l 
~969 to J$1.200H Apr:i:L 1969 was 143. 

(2) Average daily strength during the peri.od 1512COH April 
1969 to 201200H April 1969 was 549. 

(3) Average daily strength,i during the period 201200H April 
1969 to 29214SH April 1969 was 749. 

b. Organi.zation for Logi.sti.ds: Tab A to Inclosure 12 to Combat 
After Act:ion Report. 

c. t:J.J. resupply was accomplished by air.. Aerial resupply 
ndssions vlere 1'10-,.111. to Task Force ~lAGEN II da:i.ly by U:ni.ted states 
~1ar:i.ne Corp and lOlst Airborne D.iv:isi.on helicopters (pr:i..marily CI-I-47 t s). 
DaiJ.y resupply: Tab B to Inclosure 12 to C01llbat lct't,sr .Action Ileport.O' 

d. Ned:i.cal Suppo:>:'t: Tab C to Inclosure 12 to Combat .A.ft.er Act.ion 
Report. 

2. (0) SUIl1ffiarY of Resupply Problems: 

a. The logist:ical problen~ encountered by Task Force ~\GEN II 
were complex and varied. The initial problems resulted when the Task 
Force received a major t.ask organizat.ion change :i.rmned:iately aft.er 
arriving in the area of operations. This task organi.zation change 
resulbed in t.he battalion field t.ra:ins being tasked to provide support 
for four maneuver companies., two art.illery batteries and the Task Force 
Headquarters. The ~ogi.sti.cal requirements of the reorganized Task 
Force were almost double those an~icipated when the battalion trains 
were organi.zedo One of the ~~or difficult.ies derived from the lack 
of necessary equipment was aerial resupply. FUel bladders, water 
bL'3.dders, and cargo nets were the most critical items.? alt;."Gugh~ initially" 
th·?re were not enough aircraft ava:ilable to deliver the requ:Lred 
fuel and resupply items~ even i£ the bladders and slings had been 
available. Resupply operat.ions were hindered considerab~ when 
Vandegri.ft Combat Base was subject.ed to an i..'"1direct. i.'ire at.tack that 
closed ti"e logist.ical supply area for about seven hours. The 
logistical problems, especieXI.;y those problems of' a reoccurring nature, 
encountered in the forward area were ~xtremely diff~cult to solve 
due t.o the lack of' a main supply route or organic support aircraft. 
and t.he legisticaJ. operations did not. staballze until the fifth day 
of the operation. At this t.ime, the additional personnel and equipment 
nGcess~ to support the task force began to arrive at Vandegrift 
Combat Base. Addit.ionally, logistical air support (CH-47s) waS 
received from the lOlst Airbornc division. As a general rule, 
prior:tt,y cargo that was delivered to the logistioal supply point~ and 

S . . ........ manifested t.he evemng prior to t.he day it. was needed, was deliverecl 
--=------~«. "-·"'~w.rtnout'~dIi·l':LcU1.ty. - The-"aVailab:l:J:.ity o£"a±rcrai.'-b. continued ctnbe a-

-
!!!oIl 

problem, however, as many priorit.y requests for parts were delayed from 
two t.o three days due to an i.nabili ty to deliver repair parts f'rom 
the base camps of the 1st Battalion (Mechan:ized), 61st Inf'ant.ry and 
1st Battalion., 77th .A:rmor to the forward support area in one day .. 
Tactical vehicles frequently were deadlined for two or three days f'or 
parts that were aVailable in t.he rear areas" because those parts had 
to be transport.ed "Go the forward support area at Vandei'Tj .. f"l:; Combat Base 
by vehicle. In some cases.f t.aCtical operations were h:i.ndered by 
imoperable vehicles deac1li.ned for parts.. One UH-lD helicopter made 
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'cONFIDENTIAL • 
IncUmUl:'C 12 (Log;ist.ics) to Letter~ Headquarters, lst Battalion 
(Mechanized), 61st Infantr,r, subject: Combat After Action Report 
(Task FlDrce REr1AGEN II), dated 29 May 1.969. (Conti.nued) . 

available to the s4 on a daily basis would solve these problems as 
well as the prob1ems of mov:i.ng personnel" adrn:i.n:i.stra tive paraphenaJ..ia 
and roml that needs to be transported on an UX'-schedu1ed basis. 

b. Loss at:" or damage to" bladders", slings" and oilier equipment 
was rnin:i.raal" even though the most .:rrequent~ used method o:f resupply 
was unit di.stribution, and water b1.adders, as well as fuel b4adders" 
were deli.vered to the maneuver e1enl€lnts on a da;i.ly basis. Ot: the two 
water tra;i.lers destroyed" one was destroyed by enemy fire. There· were 
only £.iva bladders destroyed during the eneire operation. 

c. For an armor or mechanized£orce to operate e£t:ective~ when 
resupply is being aocomplished·totallY byair~ maintenance reqUirements 
must be considered as oritical. Otherwise" the mission of the task 
:force may be jeopardized due to the lack of necessary repair part.s.. The 
fact ~hat logistica~ air support must be more responsive than would 
normall:y be required :for suppor·t o:f a pure Ini'antry" unit was apparent 
from the beginning o£ the operation. 

3. (C) Compilation o£Loi:;istics:···· 

". a. nations: --
i= 

!:=c;­

~'dl 

E- _ 

~-

~---. 

.(:1:) 

(2) 

-·(3) 

b .. POL: 

(~) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

Sundry Packs: .50. 

One hot mea~ was fed·dail.y to an average ot: >30 persoxme~. 

MOGAS: 7600 gallons. 

Di.esel.: 26,,800 gallons. 

OE 1.0: .21.0 gall.qns. 

OE 30: 430 gallons. 

OE 50: 530 gallons. 

GO 90: >,0 gallons. 

G.AA: 60 gallons. 

Hydraulic Fluid: 7l ga11ons. 

Brake Fluid: 35 gallons. 

c. Ammun1.tion: 

(l) 5.56mm: 27,400 rounds • 
..... . .,.-" ':::--7·-~..,""'-"··:;'· .. :~·, 

\2) 7.62mm: 

(3) 050 caliber: 43~200 rounds. 

(4) 4O:mm (M79)-=_!:!-.l,?32_r_o_Ull_d-s ....... --_-. 

(5) i~Omm (Duster): 256 rounds. 

___ (6) Hand Flares1 240. 

(7) Fragmantation Hand Cfuenades: 546. 
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Inc~osure ~2 (Logist.ics) to Letter" IIea.dqua.rt.ers~ ~st Battalion 
(Mechanical)" 6~st Infantry, subject: Combat After Actd.on Report:. 
(Task Force REMAGEN II), dated 29 May L969. (Continued) 

(8) 8lrnm: 4~8 HE" 32 Ill\mdnation and 15 WP .. 

(9) 4 .. 2-Inch: 830 HE, 1~5 Illumination and 33 lVP .. 

(LO) 9Omm: 156 HE, 74 Canister .and 22 WP. 

(ll) ~05mm: 1277 HE, 210 Illuminati.on, 80 WP and 86 Beehive.· 

(12) :l55mm: 900HE and :Lltl-l. Illum:i.nat:ion. 

(13) 8-Inch: 400 HE. 

d. The :following major assemblies were :i..nsta~led :in the i'ield: 

(1) Engine: Hll3A1 (1) and M548 (1). 

(2) Power Pack: N106.Al. (1); M108Al (1) J and M109A1 (1).· 

(3) Transmission: M548 (2); M578 (1); and M48A3 (1)0 

(4) F::lna~ Drive: J'148.AJ (1) (This includes major sUDpension 
. system repair necessitated by anti-tank rrine damage.) 

.J Tab 1l: 
~ .. Tab B: 
./ Tab Ct 

Org~~zation :for Logi.stics 
Dail.y Resupply List 
J1edica1 Support 
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• CONFIDENTIt. 
Tab A (Organization £or Logistics) to Inclosure 12 (Lo~stics) 
to Letter, Headquarters, 1st Battalion (Mecha~ized), 6lst In£an~_ 
subject: Cambat Mter Action Report (Task Force REMAGEN II), 
dated 29 May 1969~ 

1 .. (0) Gamba t Trains - Khe San.1-J. 

a. Headquarters Section: 

CPT CHRISTIAN 1.542 
sp5 wl.LBT3RN 64820 
PFC MUNOZ ll.B20 
PFC FA;:lMER 63020 

b. Suppor1. Platoon: 

BGT KNIGHT 64040 
8P4 AVILA 64B20 
SP 4 RilMlREZ 64B20 
SP4BOOK 64B20 
sp4 KELLY llB20 
PFC SCHWARTZ 64B20 
PFC HOTCHKISS 64B20 

c. Medical Platoon: 

CPT MASTER 33..00 
SSG Dil.RGER 9lB40 
SP.5 EARLIN 91020 
SPS MO com1ICK 9J.B20 
SpS LUTHER 9lB20 

de J:1a:i..n tenance Sec ti on : 

MSG GUESS 63Z.50 
lLT FITZGERALD 1542 
SP,5 Sl'lITH 63030 
sp5 ZIEGLER 630)0 
SF5 Eli..IOT 63030 

sp5 BOWERS 63030 
SP5 MILLER 63C30 
sp4 IlE1:tQ,UIST 63020 
SP4 BROWN l2.AlO 
SP4 BOYLE 63C20 
8P4 roDn 63020 
s::?4 PACINSKI 63020 
sp4 CARA1.oJAY 63020 
SP4 DANYLUK 63C20 

o~ EqUipment.: 

Battalion s4 
RTO 
RTO 
Driver/liTO 

Ammunition Section Chief 
Driver 
Driver 
Dri.ver 
Driver 
Driver 
Resupp3..y RTO 

Battalion Surgeon 
Evacuation Sergeant 
Nedica1 Operations Assistant, 
A:i..dman 
A:i..dmrul 

Battalion Motor Sergeant 
Battalion Motor O£ficer 
Senior Recovery Speci.ali.st 
Senior Recovery Specialist. 
Senior Recovery SpeCi.alist!t' 
Sen:i..or Track Hechanic 
Senior Recovery Spec:i..ali.st 
Eng:i..neer Equi.pIllent Repairman 
Recovery Specialist 
Recovery Speci.alist 
Track Mechanic 
Track Mechanic 
Track Mechani.c 
Track Mechani.c 
Track Mechani.c 

------ _ ----:M.577 Command __ Carrier ___ ~ 
1:1:578 VTR 2 
M548 Cargo Carrier 2 
M548 w/E'OL Pods :3 
M8B 11m £romDj75th- Spt-Bn -1 
M88 VTR w.L t.h 'Im ARMOR 1 

(0) Field Trains - Vandegrift Combat Base (YD000490) 

a. Headquarters Section: 

CPT LANGSTON 
1.LT MOORE 
SGT GREENWOOD 

&4 NELSON 

1542 co" Company D 
:1542 XO, Company D 
llB40 Communications Section 

Chie£ 
63C20 Dr.iver 
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Tab A (Organization for Logistics) to Inclosure 12 (Logistics) 
to Letter" Headquarters" 1st Battalion C:tiechanized) it 61st Infant.ry" 
subject-: Combat .1tfter Acti.on R£lport (Task Foroe R]]VIAGEN II)" 
dat.ed 29 May l.969. (continued) 

b. Support Platoon: 

liT HEATH 
SGT MIFFLIN 
SpS .ALLEN 
SGT WAINWRIGHT 
SSG RlIMEY 
sp4 SU:aRETT 
sp4 MICHELI 
sp4 m:LLO 
SP4 BJ..LTEZORE 
PFC BAIBJ) 
sp4 FERGUSON 
SP4 COLLIER 
sp4 KASKY 

c. One CornpaIlY Mess Team. 

d.. Equipment ~ 

M54 5-Ton truck 
M543A2 5-Ton Wrecker 
H151 ],...Ton Truok 
H37 3i4-Ton Truck 

15h2 
64c40 
6W320 
76540 
llJ340 
1lJ320 
6l.JB20 
64B20 
ilB20 
641320 
6LB20 
6LB20 
llB20 

Support Platoon Leader 
Truokm.a.ster 
POL Seotion 
TJI.ERS Clerk 
Platoon Sergeant/Ammo Section 
Driver 
])t>i.var 
Driver 
])river 
Driver 
Driver 
Dri.ver 
Driver 

5' 
1 (Critical. Item) 
3 
1. 
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Tab R (Dailv Resuptll'v) to Inolosure 12 (I-odsttcs) to Letter~ Headquarters, 1st Battalion (l-fechanized), 
sub,jec:t: Combat After Action Report (Task Force Rl1}IAGE/IJ II), dated 29 May 1969. (continued) 

6lst In~antry, 

18 Apr 2000 gal 5000 gal 105nnn: 2/,0 
PwdI' Ba~s: 250 ~r!~'~,~~'! I':; 
155mm: lQO !: ~ _!;! i:~ 

19 Apr l?(')O ~al 500 gal 4.2 in.: 240 150 VTR se,400 

155m: 11)00 bloc:ks 
Pwdr Bags: 200 
.50 cal: 1000 
7.62mm: 1000 

20 Apr 2000 gal Simm: 55 1,500 49,900 
9Omm: 59 
lO5rnm: 60 

, I ill'! i Ii ,1,;1' ~1"'iGI C I t, 
I' 

500 Ene:ine and 
I' 

21 A'Pr 
tran:'lTTliss5_oo : 17 t 400 

22A.pr 155mm: 72 3 500 Enlline, : ' 26,200 
MJJJAl 

23 Apr 3300 gal 1600 gal 21,600 

24 Apr 500 gal 155rnm: 290 39,)00 
'j. 

I~~b ! ."" 

, ' f' ,~'~~~:~:' 

Final Drive,: 63,000 
, , ~ , 

25 /tl)T 3000 gal 5.~6mm: 30000 
p .. - , ":;:: 

.50 cal: 20000 MJ.13Al 

9Omm: 75 
7.62mm: 12000 ' 

I 
:H . ; ,:1 

9Omrn: 3S 
.50 cal: 3200 ' 
7.62mrn: 15000 I 
4Omm: 256 r 'i !H ,~I' ; ,1·'-' $lnnn: 300 

I 

2 ! 
Frap' Gren: 300 
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Tab B (Datlv ResUp'DlV) to Inclosure 12 (1og'istics) to Letter, Headquarters, 1st Batt.alion (Mechanized)!" 61S~ rn;llibry 
subiect: Combat Mt8r Action Repol"'~ (Task Force R~AGEN II), dated 29 lA'ay lQ69. (cont;nu~d) , I 

26 Apr l()()O ~al 155illllJ.: 160 

?J Apr 1 ~OO e:al lO5rom: 260 
4.2 in.: ~5 

215 Apr .50 cal: 20000 
7. 62mm: 52800 
7~62mm: 1~OOO 
4Omm: 350 
~lmm: 4~2 
5.56rnm: ' 13440 
~18Ab 36 
'1'rip Flare: 192 
1-':112: 72 

TOTAL 26,800 ~al 7,600 ~al 34 

1,500 

6,500 gal 

Encine, 
,MlBA1 

, 
I 

:1 

4fl ,800 

36, 000 

, I 
I 

I 

777;400 

i 

I ! i '/ 

)' iii I 
1:11 

. l!; I 
I~ 

g , 
\ : 
II 

~ 

i 
~ 

ii, 3 
! ~ 
i: 

~, 

!, ~ 

! = 

:1 'I" 'II" ,:',:1, 
II Ii I'; 
II ~ 

i 

4 

.119 '" 

~' ::! 
l ' I' , 

Tab B does not show the manv; small repair parts, items of eouipment and various small arms ammunitions which were plaoodi, 
witMn larger aircraft loadsp or vice versa. Also one hot meal daily to include sundry items which were plaped lion q 
various aircrafts. ' -

!,1 
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,. CONFIDENTiAL' 
Tab 0 (Medical Support) to Inclosure l2 (Logistics) t.o Lotto;>, 

Headquarters; 1st Battalion (Mechani.zed)~ 6lat Infantry, subject: 

Combat After fiction Report (Task Force REMAGEN II)~ dated 29 MaY 1969. 

1. (e) Medioal personnel in cli.rect support at" Task Force nEMAGEN II 

consisted of the Battalion Surgeo~ 1st Battalion CMechanized); 

blst Infantry, and four medics: one 91020 (doctors assistant.), two 

9J.B20 (field medic), and one 91:840 (evacuati.on sergeant). The forward. 

aid station worked from an armored personnel carrier (Mll.3AJ.) and a 

GP smaJJ. ten to Each 1:i.ne company was supported by five medics. 

2. (0) There vrere J$O total patient vi.sits. .A complete summary- of 

~i.vi.dual patients treated by the battalion aid station, .fo~Jard, 

from 10 Apr:n J.969 to 28 April 1969 is as .:follows: 

INrrIAL VISITS TOTAL NUMBER OF 
PATIENT VISITS 

~arrheal Disease 
Respiratory D~sease 
Dermat01igiaal Disease 
FUO 
Dental Prob1ems 
Venereal D~sease 
BENT 
Fragmentation Wounds 
OephaJ.gia 
Dressing Change 
Sprai.ns 
Burns 
Concussion 
Hinor Injuries 
Lower Back Pain 
Insect Bites 
Hernia 
Oonstipation 
Major Lacerat20n 
Fractures 
Ingrown Na:i.1 
Gas troenterl M.s 

TOTAL 

2 
12 
38 
4 
3 
2 
8 
7 
9 
o 
3 
;; 
1 

18 
3 
3 
1. 
:3 
1. 
1 

-J. 

....£ 
12'7-

2 
15 
38 

8 
4 
2 
8 
7 

11 
10 

3 
7 
1 

l8 
3 
4 
:L 
:3 
1. 
l. 
J. 
2 

J-50 

3", (c) Despit.e almost daily ambient temperatures in excess of ~OOo 

~~ only one case of heat fatigue was susta:i.ned in approximately f:i.va 

hunCb:'ed and twenty men. 

4. (0) There were f'ourteen cases of' Fa1.ciparum malaria reported 

.from Task Force REMAGEN II. Eleven of these cases gave history of 

irregu1ar use of bOtli Ch1oroquine-Primaquine and Dapsone. The 

follaw.ing ~s a breakdown by units: 

a. lst Battalion 01echanized), 61.st Infantry (290 personne1): 

:LO cases. 

______ .. _"~ ... b~om~any A~ 2~t Battalion; 77th Armor (70 persolltie1) ~ 
~ .... " --" .. -~~-- . - ----

a. J.st ~~atoon, Company A, 7th Engineers (Reini"orced) (33 

personne~); 2 cases. 

2 Cases. 

5. (0) Two cases of gonorrhea reported were men returning from out­

of-country R&R oenters and responded readi1y to penhcillin therapy. 
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'CONFIDENTIAL' 
Tab C (Medi.ca1. Support.) t.o Inc~osure 12 (Log:i.st:ics) t.o Letter~ 

Headqua.rters~ 1st Battalion (Mechanized)~ 6lst Infant~, subject: 

Combat After Action Report (Task Force l~GEN II), dated 29 May k969. 

(cont:i.nued) 

6. (0) There were 1.9 medivacs flown carrying a total of 123 patients 

(l7 !iliA" 90 WHA, J.6 non .. host:ile injur:i,es). Medivacs were £J..own to 

e:Lther Company B~ 75th Support Battalion, lst Brigade, 5th In£an~ 

D:i.V":i..s:i..on (Mechan:i..zed)" at Camp Red D6Vil or 3rd }1a.tine D:i..v.ision F:i.eJ..d 

Hosp:i~ at Dong Ha Combat Base. There were ten pat:Lents that did not 

require evacuat:i.on and were treated success£Ull.Y in the field. 

7. (0) Field sani.tary disci.pline Was maintained on a high level 

w:Lth the da:ily burni.ng of trash and garbage and the burn:i..ng or burying 

of' human £eceso 

8.. (c) Bathing was encouraged in t.he clear" quick running streams :in 

the area. 

9.. (0) Locaistreams supplioo aneas:i..1.y accessible source of' water 

and supplied f':i..£ty t.o sixty percent of' our daily drinking water. Th:i.s 

wa"t.er was rendered potab~e by use of calc:i...um h;ypochlori te a.nd water 

purif:i.cat.:lon t.ablets.. Daily unto,.:rard eff'ects and diarrheal disease 

Was kept. at a min:i.:mUlll.~ PotabJ..e water t-ias also f'lOlN-n :in £rom the rear 

areas. 

~O. (C) Preventive dent.:istry paste was distributed to all compan:i.es 

to prevent oral disease and reduce non-ef'£ect:i.veness from these 

conditions. 

ll.. (0) Med:i...ca1. pl.ans o£ support were ca.p-able of' hruldJ.:i..ng the amount. 

and types 6f' ca.sual.t:i.es occurring during the opera~ion o£ Task Force 

RID:1AGEN II .. 

J..2.. (C) A complet.e :inventory o£ suppJ.:i.es used by the batt1':.lion aid 

station" :Eonmrd" and cOlllpany aidmen is as i'o1.1ows: 

ITEM '-"]!g! AMOUNT 

Varicl.ase 
Tetraca~ne opt.halmic o:i.n~ment 
Banadryl, 50mg 

tablet 
tube 

. capsule 

. ca,sule 
ca;sule 

1.6 
1-
24 
12 
40 Ornade SpansuIe 

Compazine 

TedraJ.. 
Cort:i..sporin Opthalmic 
Hydrocortisone Cream 
Robax:inJ 500mg 
Cascara Scgracl.a 
Eugenol. 
Chloroqu:i...ne-Primaquine 
Dapsone 
Calcium hypochlor:i.te 
"lilater Purif'ication 

~~~A1.,",,~·~tt~_p_e!}.;!£:i.~;i:?- _."" 

Benadr.y1. :i..nject~~G 
Epii:rorl1rine 
Morphine Tarta~e 
R:i.ngers Lac ta te 
Darvon Compound 6~ 
Bacitracin Ointment 
Tetracycline HC~ 

2 ounces 
tablet 40 

Ointment. tube 3 
tuba 5 
tablet. 1.500 
tablet 4 
bottle 1 
tablet 2500 
tablet ~O,SOO 

ampu~e Sao 
tablet 3~OOO 
un:it 4.[\ m:i...l 

~-'~t· -.------- -h..J . :rn:i.1." . 
ampule 1. 
tube 1. 
syrette 16 
l:iter 1 
capsule 200 
tube ).0 

tablet 400 

2 
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CONFIDENTIAL-
Tab C (~![edic.u. Suppor~) to Tne~osUJ:'e J.2 (Logistics) to Letter, 
Readquarters~ 1st Battalion (MeohanLzed)~ 61sb Infantry~ subject: 
Combat After Action Report (Task Force ~~GEN II), dated 29 May ~969. 
(oontinued) 

~ 
Aerosporin 
DonnataJ. 
Phenergan 
V C:tJ..J.in Ie" 250mg 
Furac:1.n O:Lntmenb 
Hydrogen Peroxide 
Viof'o.rrn HC Ointment 
Polycillin:r 250mg 
Zactirin Compound 
D.imetapp 
ABA 
Pol:vmagma 
Sa1.t 
Frobath:Lne 
Z1.nc Oxi.de 
APe 
Potass1um Fermanganate 
T:Lnaotin Drops 
Kwell Cream. 
.5% Dextrose 
Phisohex 
70% Isopropyl Alcohol 
Vescodene 
Dressing 
Dressing 
Dressing 
Dressing 
Dressing 
Banda:i.ds 
Adhesive Tape 
Adhesive Tape 
Paper .Tape 
Paper Tape 
Ace Bandage 
6 in. Kerlex 
St.eri Strip 
fJ no!! Nylon suture 
.sylocaine 
20 gage needles 
syringes 
Cotton Tipped Applicator 
IV Set-Up 
Litter 

UNIT .Pl10UNT -
bottle 2 
tablet 75 

4 oz. 
'babJ.et 600 
jar 1 
pint 8 
tube 10 
capsule 80 
tablet 500 
tablet 500 

450 
tablet 50 
tablet 80:1000 
tablet 40 

. tube J. 
tablet 200 
tablet. 12 
bobtle 2 
tube ~ 
liter 12 
gal.lon J. 
gallon 2~ 
quart ~ 

-4x7 60 
Lx4 r>../s 240 
2x2 n/s 72 

- 2x2 sterile 48 
4x4 sterile ]20 

.50 
2 :Ln. ralJ. 2 
3 in. roll .3 
lin. roll 20 
.3 in. roll .3 

.. _'i61l· 14 
roll 20 
pack 2 
pack 4 
bottle ~ 

20 
_2.0_13 20 

220 
1.3 
6 
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CONFrDENTIAt (Unclassi:fied upon removal of basic correspondence) 

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mach) Rep,*t A VBL..(1 of ~1 Sep 1969 -
From: 
To: 
Via: 

Con:.manding General, 3d Marine Division (-)(Rein)~ Fl1F 
COlllIllanding General, UQ So Military Assistance Oonn:nand:, 
(1) COIllinand!ng-'Gemral, XXIv Oorps,. Vietnam 
(2) Commandi~ Gemral, III MaTins AmphibiOUS Force, -

Vietnam 
,:' 

Subj: Combat Operations Arter Action Report (Operation WILLIAM'S -GLADE) 

Ref: (a,) MAOV Dir 335-8 

1iQ\ He addressed and frorwarded in accordance with reference (a). 

2$ Contents noted 9 no action deemed necessaryo 

D-OWNGHAD}.m AT 3-YElAR INTERVALS; 
DEOI,ASSIFIED A.?rnlR 12 YillARS 

... ~:e 

tJc.J3~ 
-- 0 W. E", BJrmUU _ 

By direction 
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D.'SP-'i~1lrf:iENT OF TH~ .ARlIT I; II ~'i 

H~, 1st Infantry D).'.tgada, 5'~,h Ir.fur.:!;,;'y Division (Mech) 
APO Dan Francisco 96477 

AVBI.,.·C 21 September 1969 

SU3JEOT: Oom ba.t Aft.er Act.i.on Report ... Operation WHliam t s Glade, 12 
July 190;) - 26 ~Tl:CLy 1969. 

TrilW : Commanding General 
3~ Martqe Division 
FPO 9660~ 

THHU : COfQIll.8.llding General 
xxIV Co:r,ps 
APO 96.308 

THRU: Commanding General 
III Marine Amphibious Foroes 
FPO 96602 

'I'O: Commander 
United states Military Assistance Command, Vietnam 
A'l'l'N: HAG JJ4J 

1.. (u) NAME.AND WE OF 0fWTION: 

a. NANE: William's Glade 

b. Type: Search and Clear 

(U) PA1'ES OF Ogl.'RATION: 121Z00H July 1969 to 260600H JUly 1969. 

3~ (U) lpCATIOlj: From tho Dong Ha and tJuang Tri Combat Base areas (YD 2l(i» 
southwest to the Hai Loo area and south to the Ba ~ng Valley. 

OOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS 
DEOLA88IFIED AFTER 12 YElJlS 

DOD DIR 5200.10 
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6J11Ctrllit'FI·· ... IS· .... ·~Ulv';Dr.NML 

Commanding Officer, 1st Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry Division 
(Mech): COL John L. Osteen, Jr. 

Commanding Officer, 1st Battalion (Mach), 61st Infantry: 
LTG David E. Ha~tlgan. 

Commanding Officer, 1st Battalion, 4th }brine Regiment, 3rd Marine 
Division: LTC C. E. Wi1co~. 

6. (0) Tl~K ORGANIZATION: 

Task Force 1-61 

1-61 IIlf{Hech) (-1 Co) 
A/4-12·Cav--~~ -
A/l-11 lni' 
2 teams, P/75th In! 
1 team, 407th RRD 

7. (U) SUPPORTING FORCES: 

a. Helicopter SUpport: 
- .. ,. 

L. __ •••• _ ••••••• _ .......... 

1-4 Marine~ 

.; ;-

(l)·Dutingthe·period 12 July to 26 July 1969 the Brigade 
aviati9n seQ~ion, J'lew.?t total of 64 hours in support of Operation 
WIlliams 'soG:ilide~ , The7miEisi6ns~fioWn.i~cluaed darry reinippJ:yfllghts 
from Lz Sharon"tclthe1'orward OP at LZ Ped.rO and to the units oP.Brat±ng 
in the.field. Aircraft from the Brigade aviation section were used 
extensively. for command and control and. visual reconnaissance by the 
battalion and company cODnnDllders. 

1;; . ~ 
.t.I~ . 

~ - - .. -..... 

-(2) ··There·-we~e~o·a1r··~:s~a~t;~d~~d~~t~d durfii'frtfiis operation". 
p. """" ,·,""""_""",."wm"""," ... ",,,,,", " ... '."""'W"""'~W,~""""_",,,",,,,,,.,,,.,",;;;,.,,, """""'"""'..... ". "'" """. ""'""~'."'''.' ",",,,,ij,, " 

-,.. -:- --;;-~---

. J.:m.·'.::.'.'rI\V·.····~T"i),".,7.A· ... ; ... ) .. ;[.<, .. r,. 
.. r i·'.~ Fl· . '.: .. 

- I.~~" .. La.. .,. ~, ,,' 

-". ~ ...... 

, 
~. :·~~L;. ; ;~. Wi!' ~L .h.,,· j l ,: 
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~ONFID£NIIAL 

,:L,.'::;I,·.,G _"~EJ..September 1969 
SUBJECT; Gomoo t l£tc:'.' Action Repox·t - Op8ra tion 'ltTillitUfi is Glade, 12 
July 1969 - 26 July 1969. . ...-

(:1.) ThoEn g'3.c1.e TL.CP provided the forward air ront.rollers. 
Tb.f) I·'i.G~~ f.:t'olil. the ;;"\:":h rIie.ct~;'C'.al 1.:tr Support Squadron were in the air or 
on alert 3tatus 2.4 hv1.-.:rs a d.ay. 

(2) There were no TPQ's flown during Qperation Wil1iam Js Glade. 

c. l~tillery Support: 

(1) The 5th Battalion, 4th l~tillery was in direct support of 
the 1st Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mech) with priority of 
fires from A and G Batteries to the ta~k force operating in William's 
Glade LO. Battery L, 4th Battalion, 12th Marine Regiment, 3rd ~hrine 
Division was in general support - reinforcing the 5th Battalion, 4th 
.hrUllery. 

(2) Summary of Ju-tillery Missions: 

BfiTTERY 
"il5-4 ll.!'ty 
0/5-4 Arty 
L/4-12 Regt 

TOTAL 

lUS8IONS 
327 
296 

(Marine) ~ 

645 

8. ( C) INTELLIGENCE: 
·",r-,,~ 

HE 
993 

1448 
.1Q2 

2544 

. ILL 

35 
~ 

~ 
52 

118 
--1Jr. 

53 174 4 

a. Informqtion Availablo Prior to the Operation~ 

TOTAL 
1049 
1601 
..lli 

277,) 

(1) Prior to Oporation vIilliam1 s Glade extensive patrolling 
'dCS done by Army Rangers and Marine reconnaissance 1l!lits in the proposed 
c.roo. of operations. Those intelligence gathering Units produced no 
indications that enemy forc93 -were operating in strength in the area. 

(2) Elanents of the Quang Hn Committee were believed to be 
located southwest of the Ba Long River. This committee takes its name 
from the area in which it serves (Quang Tri - Dong Ea). The primary 
mission of the committee is political in nature. It is designed to 
serve as the governing body for the Quang Tri - Dong Ha area in the 
event of a National Liberation FroLt victory. Currently committee 
members serve as guides for enemy propagandists sent to proselytize 
Vietnamese civilians in the Brigade's LO. 
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tY"2L-C .;n Septembe~ l.969 
s T:SJEGT~ Combat Aft,.:.:" Action Report - Operation. vlillirun~s Glade, 12 
July 1969 ... :26JUJq 1909! 

(3) lithough their mission at present is to supply food for 
the 5th Company, 27th Battalion (indep} located in the Mai Loc area, 
units of the 7th Front in Base lxea 101 and NVA elements infiltrating 
from Laos; the committee also has a limited tactioal oapability. The_ 
committee is believed to oonsist of approximately 200 people~ 60 of 
whom carry arms alld norrnc.'llly operate in groups of five to eight. 
This unit is equipped with iJ.{-47 I s, SKS's, RPGts and 60 mm mortars 
and has the capab:Llity of harassing friendly troops by direct fire. 

(4) Intelligence indicated the enemy would avoid deoisive 
contact. Heavy engagements would be ·too costly to enemy forces and 
would further restrict their northeast - southwest activity along 
two nw.jor trails: YD 181480 to YD 2.39530 and ID .2104$0 to YD 266550. 

(S) lUl of the above information was obtained from aaptured 
documonts and interrogation of PWI S• 

b. Terrain ltnalysis= The terrain in AOWil1iam's Glade is ohar­
act.erized by small hUls and valleys covered with brushwood averaging 
three to five feet, in height. Fiolds of· fl:ro ~And 150 to 400 meters 
from the tops of these hills. lin extensive trail network facilitates 
tracked vehicle movement. However, shallow streams in gulleyl'l 1J11 to 
12 feet deep with thick hedgerows restrict cross countr,y vehicle 
movement and provide concealment for foot movement. Vegetation below 
horizontal grid line 45 is characterized by undergrowth und jungle 
cc..nopy. 

c. Enemy Contacts: During Operation Wi1liam l s Glade enemy forces 
in the.area avoided contact. The only enEmY initiated acts were a ten 
round Iilortar attack against a night defensive position and the emplace­
L"(;Lt. of a 105 mmHE round as a mine. The mine was detected by IJ:mY 
enGineers and destroyod in place. US forces initiated cou.tact on two 
occasions'. A day patrol engaged two-NV1~ on a: .trailj both NV'A fled to 
sc..fety. A night alU1::u.sh engaged and killed one NVA. 

9. {C) MISSION: The 1st Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (lv!ech) 
(reinforced by 1st Bn, 4th Marine Regiment) conduoted search and clear 
operations in the area east of Highway 558 and west of QTGB. (See 
Oper8.tion Overlay, Inolosure 1). 

r,nNFfAFNTfA'r 
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AV,"-G ·~-CONFI rENTIAlSept-oor 1969 
SU:OJECT: Gomba t .After i:'c,,::tion Report - ppere:Gion William I s Glade I 12 
July 1969 - 26 July 1969, " .. 

10. (C) .Q9~ 0LDP~+.IOli: From 12 July to 24 July 1969 elements 
of the 1st Infantry Brigade, 5th Infontry--Division (Mech) with 1st 
Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment, 3rd MarIrie Division under ita ·O~(·~T, 
conducted a joint operation in the area east of Highway 558 and west 
of.' QTCB. From 24 July to 26 July 1969 elemEn ts of the 1st Brigade in 
coordination with 3rd Marine Division and lillVN forces conducted a 
search and clear operation and estaOlished a cordon to provide security 
for the departure ceremony of the 9th Marine Regimental Landing Team; 
3rd Marine Division on 25 July 1969. (See Operation Overlay, Inclosure 
2). . 

11. (0) EXECUTION: During Operation William's Glade elements of the 
1st Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry Divis~on (Mech) (Reinforced) con­
ducted multiple search and clear operations, day patrols, and night 
amfushes. TlieI'oITowinlCisa chronological list of significant e:vants: 

.' 13 July 1969: 

a. 1";1-4 Marines uncovered a well camouflaged platoon patrol 
base with a small haTbor for rivercraft at YD 250553. 

b. n/1-4 Marines apprehended a female Vietnamese without an 
ID card. She was evacuated to IPW at Red Devil; she was interrogated, 
reclassified and released as an innocQnt civilian. 

1, July 1969: 

..; l,i7th-EngJ.lleers i'ounda l05mm lflE round.· that Wfllf employed as 
a mine in the road' ntYD, 257485. The round was blown in place. 

, ," 

'-' - B/1-6l In£(Mech) found a bunker complex at YD 137482~·!.-The 
complox contained rin1edioal station;-underground mess',ruid five one;' 
~ fig?-tilig holes. ..... Th~ complex was'destroyed," .. , - -, -" 

.~ "_, ~ •• - ,,_' ~, '.'- "':":~ - •• '."'1.' ''' •• - " 

~ 18 July'1969 
.~ .. '" . _...,.._' ,,-,0-

rT --'-~- "". ," ", ,r" ,~ _ / '-< __ g c ~.J .. ' ;..:.-,. ':':~ j\- ":- ._~ -'-

. ::-::0:. ~.Im ambush patrol-from, 3/B/J .... 4 J.vIariries,·located at YD'171431, 
. engaged. and killed one NV A with small arms fire. 

:' I:' l' ,', :'. 'I, " ' " :' 

;""".r\. 6'···· '1' ·I·~·····L: iJ.,:::,:·.I; ...•.. , ....... ,. 
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Report ~"Operat:l.on"WilD.rniifs Glade, 12 

. b. At 1920~ B/1~4 Marines, located at YD 174427, reoeived eight 
to ten 60 mm mortar refunds and small armS-fire from, the east. There were 
no friendly oasUal-hies .. 

~---~-~~-- ---~- ~~----~~ 

A/1-11 In! found a oomp1ex of BElVen bW:rkers at YD 1415iO~ They 
destroyed the 'buiili:ers.' , ~~ "o~~ '~" -

22 JUly 1969: 
- -- --

""",,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,",,,,-,---~,-,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,--,,,,,,,"",,,,,,"""""""""'''"''-;;.;;;;;;;;;.;;.;;.;..;..;;;;;...;..~- __ I111111111 •• ~"_~rn",~ __ ~""~'I'I"",".""""""I."""""'H.'''''.''''''''"''l""'"'H''.~IIIIIl'''''''''''HIIIlI,nnl_f!!IIIII,"I.Mr'h''''' 

1-4 Marines terminated their participation in Operation Williamts 
" Glade and 'were l:iJ'"I:,ed.~ by ,ll.elicopjier ~_yUl'lti~~E~~t. Gomoo.t ~c:se~ 

~=- . .=.=..~~ ••• - -.=--" -" 
=-~~~-~---~~ -~~~-~- - ~ - ~~~ 

A.jl ... U IIl£"returned to LZ Sharon and ended their participation 
in Operntion'WiIliamts Glade. 

:~~':,::,==--~~-:"""~-~:~:==:~~::::~~,,~:::~~~;::::~::::::::~::~,~.~~"~:,-",_---~==::::::-:':::='_~~":'~---=::==-:~~" ..:'='~""" ~-,""",, """" '''''-,,."'~,="=-~,~~ ,~.,.", .. , I 24 July 1969: ----.--------- --
----=--=-=-=c:--__ ---

TF 1-61 Inf, in conjunction with Mt1.rine and l'.RVN foroes; oon-
ducted 11 searchiina-clearoperation. ~urpose ioTas to clear and 
secure the area for the departure ceremony of the 9th ~~ne Regimental 
~diIlgTeam, 3rd Marine Di.,...:i:~lon at Qlliliie .Tri ones J .. -4r'19'69. The mission 
w~s co~pletea a; 2ou600H July 1969. 

:J.2. «(]) RESULTS: 

a. Friendly Losses: 

'(1) ';Personnel: KIA ..... 0 
1JIll(E)-O 
Wlll(l1)- 0 
MIA - C 

l·~ll:!il~~~f~~lID 
..... 
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F,~~-jL-O . ~___~ ._,_ .. 2l September 1969 
BDBJEOT: C6mbat"-1;;r~r Action Report;Ope~ation Willjam!s~Grad.e~nT2 
July 1969 - 26 July 1969. .. ", 

:::0= .. 0:"= ..... , .. _O~..:.'"".~:, • :. __ =::::.:.= .. __ "_...:" ':'"-::'-:':-" __ =_ . .:-"==. '=_"_ 

-

b. Enemy !psses: 
(1.) l'ersonnel: KIA - 1 

,.~~--,- .0_0 •• _.. 'P'VI _ 0 

~~- --~~--~--

Material Lo'sses: IWe - 0 
CSWO" 0 

seven - AK-47 magazines 
one .. 105 rom HE round 

- ."-=-- _ • ."--"-..,,."-"----

o~ _ Due to terrnin and weather, it was not possiblo fer ground -
troops to search all areas where artillery missions wereoonducted." 

d'~ Thera were no supplies of US orgin found during ,this operation. 
i 

l~, (0) lillMINIs'l1ij_TIVE MATTERS: 
, ; 

------ - ---

,/3.' Supply: Durmg Operation Willirun 1s Glade, there were- 47 air-
lifts (POL, water, and ummunition), for a total we+ght of 99,575 lbs.­
There-'VJere no lOf;istical problems enOOilnU3red dnllring this opetat:i'.oh. 

····;'"··::i~'":~"~:~:t'::;········:':::;:;;";·::':;:: '"::;;::':·.··::;:~~;;(~;;;t;~;-;:r::::::;:~~~,':;;::,r;·'·- ;::::::~.;;;:::~::'~··"f·,.········ .... '".'.'" ........ '""'."""':::~.~ _ -~. 
b. __ ~:i,lltElllJ.ncQ; There were no significant :roo.inte!k1.noe problems 

. during this oPG-ration~ - -_. . -=-=-

~ . . .. '.... ~ 

d.. .Per-sQnnel: There we!'e no problems encountered in inai:b.fidming 
unit, strel!g-t;h~ during this opero.tion~ The high loss of Brigade personnel 
during ~hls period duo to DERQS was-offset by tho replacements who 
o.rr-ived:in :j.o.te JU,ne and early July. . 

e.- di~~Jj.fairs: The 1st InfantrY Brfgnae, -5thInf~try Division 
(Hech) 00 njiinued its support of the GVN Qunng Tri Province Accolerated 
PacificationProgfcii!i:l<j69 and the 'Refugoe Resettlement Program (Phase II). ; 
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15~' fa) QQHHAND- S AN.f.Lys,fs:' AlthougIiC"therc were mInI.mulenemY- contacts 
during Op~ration Williamts Glade; ~he operation wassucce~sfu1 in that:, 

: -a. ~ t denied or impaded niovbmeht of wAive from the Ma! Loe area 
'into' populated areas· for rice end, during' the operation stopped the 
latllidhing of rock~ts.frofn· thE!. nt'ea .01' o.P:?l.'.:'1.tiOl:l into QTCB, 

''''''''''''''''~::~UU''hl~~~I~IIW''''''.''''''''II:'''''''''~''III",:m'!1'~UI~~:!II""':!~""''''~''''!'~'~II:~~"'!~;::;:~'' __ l~D;=~~~!~1I~ui.Il~~"'- =====!"'~=~u.ffiW!!i!~!!!~tll!!.~JiI!!!'!!LIIII!!III~I!!I!!!D)I~Wtru@lll'Il!!!!!i"~,j~tiiill!!!!jil~hllllHl -

p. "it provla.ecr"an""exoeneiif;"£ral.n.ing vehiol.e for tho large num~r~-·""""·"",-·,",,",.,~""~~..,,,,~_ .. "I ' 

bt new personnel who crune' to the unit in -early July as a re suIt of the 
Brigade1s DEROS losses. 

16. (U) RECOMMENDA~: 

IhQlosur~' 
II - DperatiowQver1ay 
/2 - Operation Overlay· 

DISrI,n;SUTION: '~pecia1 
9-.3;rd Nar Biv 

None 

..... ~--(~/)d-l17--~~:.=~~~·/'::{1/~~:~~ (;)1< 
t-j ~~ "'".....\ t I V: 

.. ~-- .. -J'QHN.1.0S~, JR. 
ColoneJ, Infantry . 

-Commanding 

DECLASSIFIED 

, I 


