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TO:  CG TASK FORCE HOPL VCB , LW k<
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//CONFIDENTTAL// A "_"“"‘“"-—t
TASK FORCE RWACEY oo - **7f*v(:”ON B 7_‘_' N

1. (C) TASK FOWE RWIACEN WAS DEACTIVATED A_FTE?ILB DAYS OF EX'.I‘ETISIVE
OPRATIONS T 772 VITAL AREA OF RCTIE 49 BRIWE ’N KOE SANH A"D TWE LAOTTAN
BORD™R. THIS ALITTD MECIATTIZED FORCE CPIRATEDN TFDER AUSTWRE, CCMBAT CON-
DITICNS “HICH COWTIMUALLY CHALTENGED TUE CAPABTTITINE (F ITS MEN AND MACHINES.
4 CUN "ING ATD AGCR ZSSIVE ENEMY, OFERVIING FRCGH! A VIRTUAL SAMCTUARY, WAS
ENCOUNT ™RED TN 1); SUPARATE TWCIDVTMNTS, INCLUDING AN NVA COMPANYSIZE ASSAULT

01 A VICGHT DEFEHSIVE POSITION. _

2, (C) 7Y FIEXTBILITY AYD EFTECTIVINESS WITY WHICH TASK FOSCE RAVAGEN
CONDUCTED OPERATIONS THRCTUGYOUT ITS LARGE AQ TLLUSTRATED TAGTHATIVE PLANTING
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EMEMY KTILS, WITH LS "/RAPONS CAPTURED AND SEVERAL “OSITTONS DESTROYED, T
NVA WAS THUS DENIED FREEDOM OF MANEUVER TH THIS REGION WHERE HIS LINES /W
COLUNICATIONS ARE CONSID'RABLY SHORTER THAYN CUR GéN. TASK FORCE REMACEN'S
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) 1. LOCATIONS: NO CHANGE
(C> 2. SUMMARY OF OPNS UNITS C ORTINUED TO CONDUCT COMBAT OPNS
IAW MSNS ASSTIGHNED.

(> 3. CONTACTS: HONE : .

() 4, SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 3 -

AT B11815H F/2/4 ViIC €358615‘ IN (8586!8) - ) ,

P ' g = s

F CO OBS ONE NVA . ARTY FIRED ON EN POS
A0 OBS ONE NVA IN BNKR AND TWO ADDITIONAL NVA
RUNNING ACROSS AREA F/¥ RAN ON EN POS -

RESULT ONE NVA KIA BY ARTY

B) AT BI2330H £/2/4 VIC (793624 LP HEARD

YOVEMENT AND SAYW FIGURES OF MEN IN FRONI OF

THEM FIRED M~=16 €3MM THREW FRAGS AMD FIRED ILLUMINATION SEARC HED AREA
WITH NEG RESULTS. .

PAGE TWO UUMSED 934 CO N F IDENT I AL

5, PLANS3 UNITS CONTINUE TO CINDUCT COFBAT OFNs i
TAN MSNS Asszemrs,

;. CUMULATIVE LOSSES: S = S

USre =75 KIA227 WIAE 23 WIAM 0 MIA L
USa-1 KIA 1 WIAE B WIAM 2 MIA . e
LNEMY =245 KIA 4 POW 4 REY 2 DET 192 IWC 19 € SHC
Ped = T
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, HEADOARTTRS f, -
3d !Marine Division (Rein) FIF
FPO San Trancisco 96602
3/dDS/1rb
5213/2
SerNo:
2 May 1969

SECRET

From: Comanding General
Tos Commanding Generals XXIV Corps

Subje¢ Task Organization; report of
Reft (a) POV TOC 220730Z Aprdd

‘1. Tn accordance with reference (a), the following report is submitied,
rersonnel strengths included,

UNTT STATION STRENGTH
Hq Bn (=) Rein Quang Tri . | . .
Hq Co (=) * Quang Tri 133/501
Ser Co (=) Quang Tri 15/195
P Co (~) Quang Tri : L/109
Comn Co '=) , Dong Ha 16/301
Det HgBn . Dong ¥a v
Det HqCe Dong Ha _ 88/305
Det SexrCo Dong Ha 1/ 52
Det MPCe Dong Ha _ 1/ 3
Dat CommCo Quang Tri of 1
Dat HyBn ~ Cua Tiet

Dat HqCo Cua Tiet o/
Dat SerCo , Cua Viet o/ 5
Det CommCo Cua Viet o/ 3
Det HgBn . VCB -

Det HgCo VCB 20/ 76
Net CommCo . VCB o/ 3
Daet HgBn : TFH

Det SarCo TFH o/ 5
Det HgBn IIT 187 _

Det HgCo ITT IAF 0/ 23
DOWNCRADTD AT 3=YEAR HTEER?AIS; ' . Page 1 of 13 pages
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Det HgBn
Dat HqCo
Det SerCo

Det Hgbn
Det HqCo

Det HqEn
Det HqCo

Det HgPn
Det CommCo

Det HqBn
Det, Tkinlp

Det HgBn
Det Conmm Co

Det HqBa

Det ConmCo

Det HgBa

Det CommCo

Det HgBn
Det Commlo

Det HyBn

Det comnCo

TASK FORCT HOI’EI.
‘Hg Tack Force Hotel

34 Foree Recon

1st Radio Bn
ASRT

3zd Marines
HqCo .
2dBn 3dMar
3d8n 3diar

lith Marines
Det HgCo
Det HqCo (SS)

1stBn Lithler
H&SCo

DECLASSIFIED

Hue
Hue
Hus

Cam Lo
Cam Lo

Ca In
Ca Iu

Stgnal’ B111
Signal 71

ada ARVN Reg‘b FSCC
24 ARVN Regt FSCC

"A" I NGS Team

A" T NGS Tean

LZ Whisman

Con Thien .
Con Thien

ith Varines FAC Party
Ltn narims FAC Party

LZSie:rra

- LZ Slarra

VCB
vCB
VCB
VCB

FSB Whisman

XD O7a3ks

XD 242019

FSB Neyilla _
c/m XD 698623
a/2/, FSB Neville
g:;z/h XD 84,7633

/i PSB Russell
M/34 30 96630

-Cua Viet

¥5B CGreena
YCB

Page_2 of 33 pages
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A Co FSB Greene 37
B Co XD 7226}2 6/148
B Co VCB 0o/ 39
¢ Co XD 698623 I/329
C Co , VCB o/ 21
D Co XD 70163} L/136
D Co VCB /3
24 Bn 4th Mar XD 802634 /2
WS Co : FSB Neville 3/ Lt
H&S Co vCB 7/100
E Co D 805841 3/ 86
E Co , XD 793620 1/ 34
E Co VCB 9/ 32
F Co XD 87633 3/110
F Co VCB o/ 39
¢ Co FSB Neville 2/129
"G Co VCB o/ 21
H Co . XD 815845 5/129
¥ Co TCB 0/ 33
3d Bn ith Mar . XD9L6630 3/ 99
H&S Co V0B 5/156
T Co XD 9116h); 3/ 99
I Co XD 917657 1/ 3k
T Co VB 0/ 16
K Co ID 93265, 1/128
K Co VCB o/ 22
L Co XD 91258, 1/ 32
L Co - FSB Russell 3/100
L Co VCB o/ 13
M Co ' XD 946630 2/ 65
M Co : XD 962618 1/ 30
M Co XD 9h562) -1/ 3
M Co VCB o/ 11
9th Mar (Rein) VCB=QICB 21/218
ist Bn $th Mar Cam Lo /1246
2nd Bn 9th Mar FSB Fuller 37/1155
3rd Bn 9th Mar VOB 3L/1161
1st Brigade Sth Inf (Mech) o
TG 'i%? (Meeh) L CRGALOH Red Diril 62/266
h UHIH
1 M5h3A2
5 M577A1
1-11 Inf . o
TTHAG Te11 L3 Sharen - 19/163
Co & l.11 LZ Sharon Waii}
Co B 1=11 1Z Sharon 5/152
Co C 1-11 LZ Sharon 5/138
Co D 1-11. B _ -LZ Sharon ' L/136
Co E 1-11 “LZ Sharom 3/100
B 1-77 Armor 17h8A3 1Z Sharon 5/ 84
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SECREF ©® ¢
CoA?t-h'. Qg'

3 APC TF RIMACTN 1/ 2,
12 Sharmn o/ 9
2/A/TE 3 APC LZ Sharon 1/ 33
ASTE() L, APC Red Devil /130
1 Crare
1 Wreecksy
1 Doser D«7E
2 Scoop Loaders
L5 Ton Dump Trucks
1 CEV
21«5 Tan Bridges
2 AVIB
298th Simal Co Red Devil 3/ N
' Deng Ha o/ 3
FSB Cates o/ 3
Hal Lang of 2
1Z Sharm o/ 3
1Z Naney o/ 3
Cua Viet o/ 3
86th Chemical Dsb Red Devil 1/ 6
O7th RED Red Devil 2/ 65
horeh 3D Phu Bai of 3
1-61 Inf (lMech) 6=1577 XD 862398 10/ 90
LeITL08AL XD 862398
HAC 1-61 121111341 IZ Sharon 5/ 86
2113241 1.Z Sharon
1-M132A1 Cam Lo o/ L
A Co 1-61 15-M2341, XD 845380 /150
3-1125A1
1-1578
1=11113A1 17 Sharon 2/ 25
, VCB of 4
A Co 1=77 1614843 XD 862398 s/ 11
1-1188
2<1113A1
11843 1LZ Nancy of 9
D Co 161 S=M5L8 XD 862398 s/ L8
1-MI13A1
21578 LZ Sharon 2/ 82
1-1013A1 ID 845380 of 5
1113241 Wander Beach of §
3=-48A3 IZ Naney 17/152
16-M51
12.M113A1
=150
li=1T106AL
G Co 1-77 2-M151A1 1Z Nancy 5/ 79
1=M718
3=MI742

Thew o 12
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D Co 177 3-HMT71E S

1-41141

B Co 1-61 Tuf (Moch) 1h-M113A1
3125

F-MIT3A1
1-4578

G Co 1-61 In? (Mech) 16-M11341
21125
1578
2.5

2=13542

1.37EL

C 35 Cav 19-411341

A 42 Cav 2-115141 -

1Z Hancy

1Z Sharm

Bed Davil

‘L& Sharo

Wunder Beach

1.7 Sharen

LZ Nanoy
Camp Evans

1Z Nanoy

Hal Lang

Page §_of 13 pages
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Red Nevil 1L/ 58
Red Devil 2l /258
QTCB 9/85
S-HITRL . Xp 35832} 6/156
33542 Red Devii
17 Sharm o/ 7
1Z Waney o/ 13
821131450 Red Devil
L2 Sgewge
JBagE242 " Red Devil
1-1THh42
21TTTTS 4% Sharon
MII2TAZEC Red Dovil
7-MITIAT 1Z Shavran 9/228
123751 1.2 Sharon
1.2 Nanay of 7
EMEERY IZ Shara
iz N&h@?
VCB / 10
I~ PA20
12 7RA2 1ZShaion
1Z Yancy )
Hal Lang 0of 2
2114043 iZ Sharen :
2=HSH A2 LZ Sharon
2-M123A3C IZ Sharon
- 1-M33 YCR
132380 1Z Sharon
TIPS _ 17 Sharon
’ FLOAT TTEMS
1~M:843cC z
10-1T19 343 17 Sharon
I-03A2 :
3MBDAD
2-M100A3
35-435A2
1-MRBCAD
STTIETATL
177
= Red ﬁevﬂ 3/56
B = gm Viet ko/1a80
Page 6 _of I3 pages
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ist AnfTrae Bn (=) =
CTitATTrechn (=) (Reia) S8 INTEwS = Cua Viet
5 IVTP-5 CID
TVTE~Y
e L7TR-1
REoDiEtal :',- LV’IP"E } . Cua Viﬁt
2 LVTE-1
3 LETP-5{CHM)
1 LVTR-1

AR VSN ]

e A B A Ay A O Tt
1 IvTR-1 ‘

Coa B 2 LYTP-E == Coa Het
1 LVTRe1
3 LVR-5({CcHn)

Fage 7 of 13 pages

DECLASSIFIED

19/l

16/313

2/ 96

3/ 83

SECRET



DECLASSIFIED

SECRET  © e

STOREY
12th Marines (Rein) . = _ ,
ToBtrs () Dong Ha 11/198
Det FqBtry ' = Prov Rifle Plt v 3
Det HqBtry _ - Cuz Viet 1/ 6.
Dot HgBtiy VCB 3/ 12
et BqBtyy - Ouang Tyl i/ 2
Deb HqBbry Red Tevil o/ 2
Rel EqBtry - Vinh Dia of 2
Dob B qam 2/A/MPO-20 Ce2 of 7
Dat o Bris :/ANAPQ-10 Gic Linh 2/ 27
. I/AR/TPS25 .
Tet 1ot 2B iSANATD-104 Red Devil of 7
TET ist FAG . WA/Mpo-104 Vigh Dai o/ 6
Dab 1ab Fﬁi L/AR/TPG=33. Ce2 o/ 10
Det, 1t FAQ e = Dong Ha o/ b

1:t Sesschilishi Battery ’ .

Ho Pt [~) 117257 SIF - Porg Ha 2/ 34
Det, Fg FiP - Prov Rifle P1t of 1
sy It 5/23% gT , Cua Viet 0/ 10
2ad PI% (o) : B3P sr - CeR - o/ L
Dat, ¥pd Fiw 1/23% s1¢ - FSB Russell. of 2
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L0 OF THE PRCVINCE SENIOR ADVISCR
QUANG TRI PROVINCE
Advisory Team 19
APO 96195

MACTN -HUQT 6 May 1969

SUBJECT: Bru Monbagnard Fishing and Woodcubting at Cam Lo District

Commanding General
3d Marine Division
TPO 96602

1. The District Chief of Cam To District reguested through the Cam

Lo District Advisor on 24 April the extension of Bru Montagnard fishing
and woodcubting west to the 98th grid and along the Song Cam Lo River.
This request was discussed with the 0C, 1/9 USMC and the G-3, 3d Marine
Division, and this memorandum is a formalization of those discussions.
The Bru refugees in Cam Lo District are a major maintenance problem,
having no arsble land of their own and being inexperienced in wet rice
cultivation. There is little or no security problem with the Bru and
presuming they can be made self-supporting, these loyalties should
remain unchanged. To this end, if the Bru could fish only two days per
week, the income derived would ensble them to purchase a weck's supply
of rice. The deep waters of the Song Cam Lo to the eagt of grid 07,
are unsultable for traditional Bru fishing methods.

2. The security problems assoclated with movement along route 9 are
appreciated. Should permission be granted for this excursion, the
following control measures are proposed:

a. Fishing and woodcubting confined to area as delineated cn
Annex A,

b. Fo movement west of Khe Gio bridge, TD026562 betwesn 1730 hours
and first light.

c. Activity restricted to twice weekly.

d. Cam Lo District Senlor Advisor to contact 3d Mar Regt weekly %o
confirm days of activity. -

e. Bru to be accompanied by 88 PF Platoon (composed of Bru personnel)
with radio contact to Cam Lo Sub—Segtor Headquarters. Additionally
rersommel of the Truong Song Cadre (Ethnic Minorities ED Cadre) will be
present.
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f« Two US Advisors, with radio contact to Cam Lo, present each day.

ge No guarentee can be given of exact figures owing to the rather
sketchy Bru concepts of time and numbers. However, continued presence
of PF and advisors should prevent VO infiltration of Bru parties,

3. Although the possible securiby risk imvolved is appreciated, exper-
ience in this Province has indicabed that increased civilian movewment
along a road teuds to reduce snemy interdiction attempts. This should
apply even more so where Bru civilians are involved.

1 Incl TTTHLFE. MOONEY
as I7C, INF
Province Senior Adyisor
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SECRET ©® o

TDISHYZZ UUMSK

DE UuMsab a9l IZSIISQ
VY §S8S8SS - .

7 B3113F7 MAY 69 (0 a t\z.t&‘ W
rM THIRD MARDIV(REINY COC DG

TO UUMSK/ XXIV COKkPS TOC PHE

ItF0 TQQV FGi.CE HOTEL COC B
TWELFTH \ JINES COC T - — e
T — I R e A R - e Y T Ea s
UKKDLT C n F T o :
SUBJ: SPEC DMZ OPNS RE°UBT S

{ 3hD MATDIV R
4 TM MALBLE CHaM EXITED DMZ AT C31515H B
2. 3kD LECON

.V IM HﬁrDOr QUEEN ENTFHED PhEV HS SIGNED k2 AT BSGSL@H

AYD WETUKBED SAF UPON EXTHACTION.
C TM DSER FERN REPLACED BY TM HUNGARIAW IN _PREV_ASSIGNED RZ.

TM SCHEDULED TO ENTER £4@60Q MAY 69 R
D T SCHEDULED TO ENTER DMZ @4 MAY 69 -
“1) GAFDEN VALLEY e = e
2) FL¥ LIVEFR - _

22y HUNGALIAN

E T AlF POLICE CANCELED
F NIGH POS FOi. TMS IF DMZ -

PAGE TWO uUumMsed @SY S ECKET
(1) TM HATBO: GQUEEN-995675 T _
3, tiLS=1 ¥0 PATROLS SCHEDULED FOR 4 " MAY 69— . ... B
F ﬁrUN ND PATrOLS SCHEDULED FQR 4 MAY 69 _
(E,P o o em o . e
BT -
RN

SECRET
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SECRET  ©® o

Fooo R i SARRGERUTIIAS TR b R B LM s B TR e
/

TOTT T JUMSK
_ DE UUMSED 9% 1231200 ,
- ZNY 8SSSsS N R R A
Z £31260Z MAY 69 , -
F THIRD OALDIVG EIN) COC DGH -
TO UUMSK/ XXIV COFPS TOC PHB o =
INFO TASK FOLCEHOTEL COC
TWELFTH MALINES COC
8TM ] T LT =
SECFETHN - =
SUBJ: SPEC DMZ OPNS nEPOKT '
I 3kD MALDIV - ,
T¢ FhOST BUNG SCHEDULED TO ENTER DHZ @4l65ﬁ MAY 6 AND EXIT 241702H
MAY 6% WITH KZ UL 9267 LR 9385
GP~4

nT =
[o¥ ] IT b

S

rse

2

T s i T S s TR R it e e e

R . =
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SECRET o oo

00 UUMSK uumse O
DE uugMseD 195 1231 s08 e
ZNY 85888 : ' :
L 3316077 MaY 69 1}3\\ [ \L\ SR (,
- ™ THIRD MARDIYV COC '
TGO UUMSK/ XXIV CORPS TOC —
WwMsa/I1I vAF COC - —
INFO THIRD MARINES : -
FOURTH MARINES _
NINTH MARINES S - ; NP
TFH = , FEE
FIRST TDE FIFTH INF DIV (wECH) D .
BT — S 14

SEC R ET Gl
I SURJ¢ 3D RECON BN SITREP FOR PERIOD OF gszamxu TD 2324204 MAY 65
I: <INSERTS& EXTRACTS S
%, *INSTRTS COMPLETE

PATRIL DTG  COORD

i I3 330920 XD 945635

2 1A 33 1535H XD 7131479 -

3 1cH g3 155 oH XD 744377 . -

B, FXTRACTS COMPLETE ) =

PATROL DTG COORD . - =

1 30 9 B3 1535Y XD 101475 _ , -

3 132 2315531 XD 744377 "

T obo 5316454 XD . 887212 . = SECRET

DECLASSIFIED
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4 281 B3 1715H YD 222592

5 9F3 #3173 % XD 834313

C. INSERTS NOT COMPLETE B

PATROL REASON ' -~

1332 8944 (1) UHI-H RECEIVED HITS FROWM

2 2A2 8947 SAF WHILE COMPLETING AN |

3 32 9256 EXTRACT. ANOTHER PACKAGE WAS ASSEMBLED BT
TIME AND INCLEMENT WEATHER PRECLIDES THE COMPLETION
OF THERE INSERTS -

Do EXTRACTS NOT COMPLET S

PATROL REASON

1 1A2 7357 SAME AS SECTION ¢

£, INSERTS PLANNED FOR 34 MAY 69

DECLASSIFIED

PATROL LOCATION

1 2E2 XD 3763 » I )

? 3-2 XD 9562 .

3 352 XD 9258 - :

Fo EXTRACTS PLANNED FOR B4 MAY €9 oo o o
. PATROL  LOCATION _ - . _ R o I

1142 XD 7457 D T

? IB3 YD 3229 5 =

3 181 YU 1649 -

4 2B 1 XD 6658

PAGE THKIL FUMSOD 105 S E CR E T

IIT LOCATICY OF GPERATION PATROLS AS OF BI2AD0H MAY 69 -
PATROL =~ MEN  LOC ATION _
i 2«3 RR/ OP 8 XD 978559 -
2 iM% SCUBA 3 Y D 339523 _
3 202 RR/0P 7 YD z97379 o .
4 201 7 " — = — .
5 1C2 7 " - : S — - -
6 {HS 4 XD 945555_ws: == T
T D] AMBUSH TM 6 UL 3489 YD 349654 —
2 iD2 " 6 UL2874 YD 288747 -
S p3 " 6 UL 23686 YD 234667 _
. 132201 ¢ 6 UL 2564 YD 253643 _
it b2 ¢ § UL 2764 YD 275647 .
12 23 § UL 2856 YD 236657 =
13 3y~ 6 UL 3873 YD 323733 .
14 D2~ 6. UL 2868 YD 231633 —
15 33 * S UL 2662 YD 266628% e
18 3=3 " € YD 163557 o
17 1A1 s XD 783475 =
13 1B} § YD '162483F :
PAGE FOUR UUMSQD 125 SE CR E T Z:
I© 1B3 6 YD 922274 o
A8 101 7 XD 744373 - N
Pl 28| 6 XD 673497 :
22 1A2 8 XD 731579 S
IV SIGHTINGS AND CONTACTS " s e e st

MNE Y

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED
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X
PeRCRZZ UUMSK , :
DE UUMSQD 13} 35241238 - v -
INY SSSSS e VI A
Z 0412387 MAY 69 (GJ) A } 4 kafﬂq
M THIRD MARDIV (REIN) CUC DGH
TO UUMSK/XXIV CORPS TOC PHB .
INFO TASK FORCE HOTEL COC :
TWELFTH MARINLS COC .
BT o s T
SECRET ‘ N - ,
1 (S} 3D MARDIV : - _
A, TM FROST BURG ENTERED DMZ OVzRLAWD AT #49725H. EXITED DMZ OVERLAND
B41628H. . ‘ e
B, TM HUNGARIAWN RECD SAF O¥ INSERTION AND ABORTED M3d.
C. TM OLD COLONEL SCHED ENTER DMZ OVERLAND AT 858784H. RZ UL 3367 LR
94650, EXIT DMZ 851709H, - ‘
Do TM LUCKY PUNCA SCHED TO ENTER DMZ QVERLAND AT #58700H.
EXIT AT 251708H. T
E, TM HARBOR QUEEN EXTRACIED 23413920H.
2 MLS-1 NO TM SCHED 24 MAY 63
3, ARUN: A =TM A REMAINES ASSGWD RZ. ’

3 - TM B ENTERED DMZ 23 188¥H. ASSNGD RZ 224784, 240734
249754, W Od S3DNZ TO 223778, 224783. SCHED TO EXIT DMZ 2583u6H

P4

(3]
[
i

SECRET
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SECRET ® ° .y -

TIMEDIATE Oé‘t) 752é % MAY69

. peayp COPY TO: C/S J
TO:  CG TASK FORCE ®wornn . . coe WM
3D RECON BN " | Ge3
INFOs 3D MARINES G2 V
" LTH HARINES - e FSCO :
OTH MARTNES , ATRO

//sEcRET// &

Ao CG 3D MARDIV (REIW) 115G 0223387 MAYED (c)

1e (c) REF A ESTABLISHED A RECON ZONE BE'NEEN THE WESTERN BOUNDARI s 5
TASK FORCE HOTEL AND THE TACTTAN BORDER. |
2. (S) TNSERTICN AYD OPERATION CF ALL RECON TEAMS WITHIN THIS WESTERN
RECQN ZONF 77ILL BE PTANNED AND CONTROLLED BY TASK FCRCE HOTEL. TASK
FORCE HOTEL UILL INSURE OPTIITON smmmmi«; OF ENEMY ACTIVITY IN THE
UHSTRRN RECON ZONE UPTLTZING TS ASSIGNED ASSETS AS COMPLEMTNTED BY ONE
RECON COIPANY (APPROCTUATE). ADDTPICHAY, ASSTSTANCE, TF REQUIRED, MAY EE
REQUESTED FROM THIS HEADGUARTERS. ' |
3, (S) PRIORTIY VTLL BE GIVEN TO INSERTS IN THE WESTZRN RECON ZORE AS
FOLIOWS : B

A. KNOJ ENEMY LOC!S/INFILTRATION ROUTES,

B, SUSPECTED ENEMY LOC!S/TNFILTRATIGN ROUTES,

C. SENSOR EMPLACHIENT, | |

D, SUSPECTED ENEMY BASE CAYPS, |

E. SUSPECTED ENEMY ROCKET/MORTAR STTES, X l

F. OTHER AREAS OF SUSPECTED ENEMY Acwm, AS APFROPRIATE |

he (C) CPCON OF DIVISTON RECON ASSETS PASEPo
@P=ly

CCN /o /oty REIEASED BY __[(/%= /(Qmw/nm 05’//058_E

/S 2o Li-a JFSEC Alﬁ‘o
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SECRET

. b
' . g L i _1’“01 ) »
# . F- £ . ‘v
FLASH (L loAid (L4 |
Flig ' CG T IRD MARDIV DGH F L A
TO3 0¢ PIREST MARING AIR WING DNG

D ;FTER 14 /IGM /bel
 BIG fm,;z 0 "'m“ﬁb"‘f““v k

SUBJs T IRD DARDIV UELO FRAGS. FOR 6MAYSEG

JIBTCRET/ S

1o

msn pr 1or§. by

TH-1E(G] Uﬂmu(sf :

507/203 101 505 505};@5 OR-53 (V-10/01
01 102 501/503 105 303 g08
510/301 111 Lo wh 506

303, 163, £10

203 106/110

& o

o - Q

ON-F’C!-’HO“H’

o

P A 136 2407162 & R69

, - 107
¥SE 3101 SDT FR .G :
073C LZ OWL
MSK 102 STD FHAG
MSE 103 SID FRAG
A, PU OQLLLE‘? 0730 ' DZ TBA
B, PU LZ BOSS 0800 DZ CUA VIET WZOOIEB/IZPAX
€, PU CUA YIET 1130 DZ LZ BOSS 1L2PAY
ALL ZONES SEC'RE . }
MSN 105 37D FRaAG
0800
MSK 106 8TD FiAG
0800 A
I'SK 107 STD FRAG
MSKN 100 SV FRAG -
5 IP KON o
A, PU LZ FIWI 1300 DZ U8S 8T PATTL 13PAX |
'{30 PU USS ST PATL CONY® DZ L% KIWI 13PAX ‘
MSN 111l S0 FIAG '

ey

AR

3718 - o oae i M
- | @ﬁ FLK’Rf’
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i, I.SN 203 8 D YRAG

l,, RECON I/E, VIS RECCL
6, A, PU REGH
P, ot

n
11

C,
D,

23

]
o
3 332 % TLIB T LB

2T g2 B2

- 7. ACTYRY M DZ KOT SEGVRE o
- 1, MSN 301 STD PG =
2, 8 CH-L5, 2 UH-1E(G)

LZ T 02‘15

DECLASSIFIED

C e g
A
[ S ¥ g 9u8ﬁgh
" it L] ” 783&23
# i L ;] 730)416
L] L 11 L] \0731'6
" on ] " 31,2186
" w L] 1 813355
14 L n i} 3252
" " " L2} 238

"o " " 7736LL

DZ 152225 6PAX

2 333332z

1. MSHN 303 8TD FLaG

29 8 GH”SB
6, 0700

1, MSKN LOL 34D FRaG (IuCOL PLETE)
1, MSE 591 SID

i, " Q2
i. " BO
1. " 505
2o 4 CHASYe
i, " 50
i, " 5

1. "* 510
GP-4

2

L
it

L
L}

H

o

CCH (971_ REL |

FRAG
"

B
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g&anN GPORN g o

DRAFTED BY: WB/RER \
QROUND SUVEILLANCE SECTION
- cHO__ _ ‘Q 0g,~®
EDIATE /PRIORTEY o(. O 0 )1 % MAT 65 COFY 703 O-2 Lott p 7
- 3
FROM CC THIRD MARDIV, IOK, HVN S
90 CC IIT MAF, ING, RVE - e
TNFOs CCUUSHACY, SGN, BVN ol
GG 11V CORES, FEB, EVE o
& FORLOOCHT, WAL, VN 758
Gt PIRST MA¥, L&D, GVN a5V X 2

o PY HOPEL. VOB, BVN
G} P ALPHA. NKF, THAY
CiDR S53 REGON WINO, KORAT, THAL
FIRST BOE, PIFTH IRF DIV (MEOH), QT, BN
QI FOORTH MARZMES, VCB; B¥N
: NINTH MARINGS, VOB, RVN

SECREIMOFORN
DUFFEL FAG/UEL BLADE CPEEP-5 SER NO $18/29 APR-3 MAY 1969 (0}

A. MACT DIR 525-27 6’_)3& \N_\Y -
SECTION I. FOL DUFFEL BAG REPCRT IS SUBMITTED: |

1, £S) OVERVIEH: NO SEHSGR ©ARGETS W% DETECTTD IN THE 15T BIE, TN
MECH 50 IVRING THE PAST WEEK. TH ADDITION, STRINGS 145, 1L7 AND 19

iN THE DA LONG VALIEY, STRING 153 AND 154 ALONG ETE 926 AND STRINGS
146 AND 148 TN THE DA EROND VALLEY REMATN ACTIVE WITH STRINGS 153 AND

15}, BETSG READCUT BY THE BATCAT ATRCBATT.

s, (5) MISSION SUMMARY: STRINGS 1k5, 347 A4D 149 IN THE BA LOWG
VALLEY DFTECTED SIX TARGETS AND 22 ROUNDS MISED 18571554 ARTY WERK

FIRED I¥ HESPONSE. STRIEG 118 DETECTED OWE PABGET BT KECATIVE
CLEARANCE WES GRANTED DUE TO FRIFNDLY TROOPS IN THE VICINITY F

RS SEE3ORS. STRING 153 DETECTED 1k TARGETS AND 8 ROUNDS 175MM

ARE!A% FIRED IN RESPONSE. BDA WAS UKORSERVED TH ALL CASES,
WERE

4, TRENDS/PATTERNS: SENSCR EMPLACEMERT TEAMS ALONG RTE 926
WERE REPEATEDLY IN CONPACT WITH ENEMY FORCES WHILE STRINGS 153

AHD I,SE\? WERE BEING EMPLACKD PLUS SENSUR STRTNG 153 HAS INDICATED
ENEMY MOVEMENT OR 1l CCCASSIONS INDICATING “HAT THE ENEMY HAS HOVED

SE TROOFS BACK T ALCH) TH ROAD SKICE THE THTHD MARINES DEPARTED 0{

SECRETINOFORgN
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-

C 2o {8) NISSION SG#IABY:
TETECTED BT ARVN SENSORS AND L0O gﬁmﬂs 45

’am KOT OBSIRVED. BATCAT ATRCRAFY acanmm: 67 wa@*s WITH 92

secreTNCWPORN N

B. INFLUENCE ON CPYRATIONS: NONE
C. APPLICATIONS AND Tmm@nﬁsg NCNE
D. STONXFICANT PROBIE!S:

3.) TRAINING: NO CHAMOE

2} EMPLACEMENT: NONE

‘3) READCUT VALIDITY: NONE

%) BFI: NOFE

3) SERVICEABILITY: NOGE

o (3) i0TAL ACTIVE SIRIMGS: WWELYE

ho (3) TOTAL ACTIVE SENSOR3: 27 MININANDSIDS, 13 MAGIDS, SEVEN
GSINg, FIVE PIRIDS. - ' = ,

S. (C) WEGATIVE XM-63 FIRTHO TO DATE.
SEGTION II, FOL DUEL BLADE REPORT IS SUBMITTED:

1. (5) CUERVIEW: SINCE LAST OPREP.S, STRINGS 62071, 31351, 31131,
3133, 31351, 31201, 31041 AED 31051 AXR BAFLACED IN THE DMZ.

SIRTNGS 101 #ND 10i EMPLACED BY HAND IN DMZ NORTH OF A=2 AND OLD
STIRINGS 101, 302 AND 10L DEACTIVATFD.

ROUBDS 155/1750% FIRED IN BESPONSE. IN MANY CASES TIE OHLY GUNS

KOW AVAILABLE TO FIRE ON BATCAT TARGETS ARE THE 175MMS. RLSEWHSEEL
IR THE DUXL BIADE AREA, 10 TARGETS #ERE ACQUIRED WITH 122 ROUNLS

MISED ARTILLIRY FINED IN RESPONSKE. ALL EDA WAS UNOBSERVED.
SURVEILL/XCE TEAMS DEFECTLD THF FOLLOWING NUMBER OF PATROL SIZFED

TAROETSs TH 947 = 13 T %B" = Q3 TH "C" - 4y M ©D¥ . 5, 1IN MOST
CASES FRI:NDLY PATROLS IN THE VICINITY OF DETECTED mwrg PRECERLED

FIRE MISSIONS. AS A RESULT ONLY 60 ROUNDE  Lomri MEJ 18 RDS 81MM WERE
FIRED AT BEIECTERONIC SURVEILLANCE TARGETS.

A, THENDS/PATTERNS: ENEMY ACTIVIFY DETECTED BY THE ELECTRINIC
SURVEILLANCE TEAMS WAS LICGHT INRING THE PAST WEEX COMPARED TO

secReT//NOFORN
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*

B. THFLUEHCE O OP3: NONE
0. APPLICATI(NS AKD TECENIQUES: NONE
N, SIGNIFICANT PROBLIVS:

{1) TRATFING: NOIE

{2) BIPLACEMENT: STRINGS 31081, 310k, 31301, 31151,
31U, 33332, 31351 AND 62071 WERE EMPLACED IN Ti5 D% BY TFA.

31051, 31041, 313<%k 31151 AND 311 WERE 10 B2 READOUT BT GROUND

ws-mms 3113 ANL 31191 WERE IC BE READOUT 1Y 78 BATCAT AIRC&AFT
AT THE ;?J?EJT TINE 31051, AN ACTIVE STAING Gi Cl2ENEL 33, IS BEING

MONITCRED FROM A=2 BY THL 2D ARVN REGT. STRING 31I01 AND A PORTION
OF 31141, ALSO ACTIVE ON CiIANNEL 33 ARE BEING MONITCRED BY Aol

STRINGS 31151, 21041 AND & PORTION OF 311L, HHI&..H “ARE SUPPGSEDLY
{5} CHANNELS 28, 37 AND 37/33 RESPECTIVELY ARE NCT TRANSMITTING FITHER

T THE BEADOUT SITE AT Aely OR FSB FULIER. HCWEVER, TONE CODES 28,
26 AND 15 ON CBAKNSL 35 AND TONE CODES 15, 25, O3 AXD 01 OM CHANRAL

36 HAVE BERN MORTTIRED, IT IS POSSIBLE THIT TCNE WES 15, 29,
AND O ARE RFY BUT THEY HAVE KOT BEEN DETICFED ON CHANNELS 37 OR 38.

" 3 A FORTFFR CHEDY, A PORTATALE WAS MOTNTED TN AN OR~1 ATSGRAFD AND
CHENMELS 33-40 WERE MONITCEED FOR 15 MINUTSS RACH BT AN ATR OBSERVER

A3 THE PLANE OVERFIEW THE DMZ, CHLY CHANNEL 33 445 ACTIVE DURIEG
THE TEST. FUETHER PROBLEMS OR EMPLACKVENT DEVELOFED WHEN SENSCR

EMPLACEXXIIT TEAM DTER FEEN OV 2 MAY 69, WHTILE ENRGUTE TO SENSCER
EMFIACERHT SITE AT YDBRSELT WAS mwim M A MID ATR COLLISION

BEIWERY THEIR HRLO AND ANCTHEN HEDD. TWO MEN IV TBE TEAY WiRg
SEVERELY INJURED, HOWEV:R THE ATRCRAF? MADE A CRASH LANDING

SAFELY AUl THE PERSONNEL WIRE EXTRACTED 3&%?*4!' mFl‘é& THE
OfHER IELICOPTER CRASHED WITH TWELIE PraSLEmyy, KILLED. B0 DAEE LLTER,

SENSCR EMPLACEMENT TEAM HUSGARIAN, WHILE ATTEAPTING LA!"D"LI‘}G IN LZ AT
fL83%58,7, RECEIVED FIHE FRG KABOUT 5 NVA Ii'! EﬁE uz, Toif MXSSION WAS

SECRETINOFORN
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secrReTINCPORN g ~

£E0RTED AS AIRSHAFT TOOK 3ESVERAL HITS. -

04 STRING 31051,

{2) R3ADOUT VALTRITL:
(}:) ®?Ir &EF PAWA O

(<) SERVICTABILITI:

ORI 1MFLACEANT.

L 4]
oty

ko

Ay HAGIDS, ONE PIRID, 85 ADSTDS ﬁlﬁ ACGﬂE‘YIDISa

So

[S} TOTAL ACTIVE STRINCS:
13 TUTAL ACTIVE SENSORS:

RONE
{2) ABOVE

LI TORE C.JDES 05 AND 05 TRANSMITTIHNG
ATSIDS OV TONE CODES OF AKD 08 POSTIBLY DESTROYED

32 o _

25 MINIHANDSIDS/ BA_JDSII)S, THRCE QSIDS,

- EPESHIREE ) M RN IR el (R T O

{S) ACTIVE TF& CH 23 m:scoms 25702, Ol 05, 11, 12, ux,
15, 16, 23, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 26, 29, ACTIVL THIRD HARDIV

CH 23 TONE CODNS 23706, 11,

GP=4

(m&ﬁ’ °75‘i RFLLASSD By, ,/ “

AR L T e . .
AN i VP USRS o PR

wrus D 8 waxen

‘ Y V 2/3feecmberlesefere

T16/755/

secrReT/NOFORN
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SEGRET @

DEAFEED UY: AS/RER
GPQ D Q-I.R:‘YEIL;JD U; Q}:JTIG

FRICRITY 4O ),/ ,/ 3 1AT6Y ( 0@&20
PRGN €3 TR DAV, 008, RNy ﬁl‘/{"?

THS G XEIV CORPS, PIlB, RVN
DiF0:  COMUSHASY, S, RVH
(3 TII iAF s wids RV

THIS IS A DUEL BLADE oS
DL BLAB BWIP IS ()

| ~As  MECY DIR 525=E7 - —

1o #BF IAw REF & FOLLOJIUG REJUEST I3 51:11:11';«;3:
ho SBIX PORTATATLS LOOTFIZD 02 40 GIAIISL OUIRATIW, .
PROSUNTLY 08 FHDe REQILISTINT Ia h LA'::H AZ‘ Ao2, A=l ANT DONG HA

1P (FsB FULLER); £ EACH AD SICHAL HILL {VC3), UILL 950 A0 DOYS
HA COMBAT BAGEe GVIRALL Q7Y REJUIR:ID IS 20. B
-~ = Be SIL IULTICCUPLERS FOR AN/USQeLZB. RLEQUINE OXE EsCH AT

EAGH OF STX REALCUT SITES: HILL 950, SIGHAL HILL, DG HA o7,

A=, Aof AWD DONG HA COMBAT PAST.

} . ¢ G, 0B CRP ALD U TP OF NINE JOTZ OUT- 0P EARD CHATIELS, TP
. A0ATED 5T DOSG [If COLEAT BAss, 3RP G REOM SETAY STTE &7 HLL

95‘3 ':ﬁ?. 1L;.!JL 8196 o {{Fa‘l

v, FIVE DEEJI«:}JIREGTICESAL’;? THO AT .&@2, Osls :ﬁT Aﬁhg .hfo AT
- DOYG BA 1T, TIESE ANT SOULD 2K AVATLABLE FOZ TU ‘?i-qlc Ud ABCEIFT

FNEIGOYPLERS. . S =
G-l o | _
cos FSARRITASED BYf /L7 7 ¢
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SECRET o «®

erorTy N QR UG\ _zmyes IO/:»;I 0§20

FRCM: 00 SiIRD MARDIV (RELN) o b

$0:  THIAD MARDIV (REIN) *7}%’7 7

INFO: (4 XZ{V Comrps PHE T M’B
ONR ZRRCL083 ARN DIV (AH)

FIRST MAW
Bi}‘ = — ,,-,;‘__,,W__;,..._.:;‘:’: B S
F/SBCRIY//
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PAGT 2 UM 42 S EC RET _
Co CORUSIZACY M 9 TLOLT YAY ¢h, SUBJs INSTRUC TIONS
FOR TEMPORARY CESSATIUE OF O”FENSIUE OPERATIONS
jo (S) DURING THE 24 HOUR SUSPENSION OF OFFENSIVE OPERATICNS FROM
3396371 TO 319632 IAY 69, ADDRESSEES WILL REPORT ALL ENEMY
INITIATED IMCIDENTS TO COMUSHACV VIA DEDICATED CIRCUIT IN
ACCORDANCE WITH SPOT REPORTIHZ PROCEDURES OUTLINED IN REFERECHNE A.
IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT COMUSMACY 2E PROVMPTLY INFORMED OF ENEMY
INITIATED INCIDENTS,.
2, (C) IN ADDITION TO REPORTS REQUIRED BY REF B AND Ct
A. REPORT ASAP AFTER 323827H MAY WHER CESSATIOM OF
OFFENSIVE OPERATION SI ACHIEVED #
B, REPORT MAJOR ENEMY INITIATED ACTIONS BY SPOT REPORT,.
C. REPORT MINOR INCIDENIS BY SUNMARY EVERY TWO HOURS.
D, AT TERMINATICU OF GESSATICU, L.F..1T UHEN OFFENSIVE COMBAT
- OPERATICTS HAVE BETN RESUMED .
3, () A. THE FOLLOWING IWCIDENTS WILL PE RUPORTLle
(1) AN INCIDENT INVOLVING AN ENGACEVZIUT WETVEEN EMERY AMND
RIENDLY GROUND, AIR OR MAVAL FORCZS WITHIE THT TERRITORIAL LIMITS
OF T4F REPUBLIC *OF VIETNAN, o r
(2) AN I CIFNT OF ENENMY HANASSING FIRE AGAINST FRIEMDLY =7

-

PAGE 3 UUMS 428V SECRET
CIVILIAM OR MILITARY PERSUNNEL, INSTALLATIONS, 'SHIPS OR AIRCRAFT.
(3) AN INCIDENT OF ENEMY SABOTAGE, TERROR OR PROPAGANDA
ACTIVITY.
€4) Al INCIDENT OF ENEMY USE OF CDMMAND DETONATED LAND
OR WATER MINES M SELF-DETONATING MINES WILL NOT BE REPORTED
IN THIS CONTEXT DUE To TuE IWADILITY TO DETERMINE TIME OF PLACEMENT,
(53 A BAJCR FOVENMENT OF ZNEMY TROOPS OR SUPPLIES.
2, THE FOLLOWING WILL BE CONSIDERED KAJOR INC IDENTS AMD
TPORTED TO COMUSMACY IMMRDIATELY.
¢1) AN ACTION OR INCIDEART ID WHICH CASUALTIES OCCUR TO EITHER
SIDE, INCLUDING ENEMY DETAINEES AND F“IEBDLY MISSING PERSONNEL
07 ABDUCTED CIVILIANS.
(2) A FRIENDLY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED BY ENZMY FIRE,
(3) A GROUND ATTACK OR AN IIDIREC T FIRE ATTACK ON A
POPULATION CENTER. .
€4) ANY ENEMY INITIATED ACTION OF SUCH MAGNITUDE OF UNUSUAL
SIGNIFICANCE AS TO REGUIRL SPECIAL REPORTING.

C. MINOR IMCIDENTS ARE THOSE WHICH CANNOT BE CATEGORIZED
ACCORDING TO ANY OR THE CONDITIONS IN B (1) THROUGH (4) ABOVE,
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301, 106
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1, ¥SN 101 STD FRAG
1, MSN 102 STD FRAG
2, 2 UH-1E(S)
, VIP CODE 6
6. A, DU QT DIV PAD 0700 DZ LZ AsTOR({VCB) 1rAX
B, PU VCB GCNT DZ TBA
7o ALL ZONLS SECURE
1, M8¥ 103 SID FRAG
1, H¥SN 104 STD FRAG
1, MSN 105 STD FRAG
1, MSH 106 STD FRAG
1, I8N 107 STD FRAG
1. MSN 11l SID FRAG
2. 1 UH-1E(S)
4o VIP CODE 6
6, A, FU QIDDIV PAD 18L5 DZ L7 OWL 2PAX
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1OFHE 203 ST Fhia Lok 103 A/C
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H, PU 074175 0715 DZ RECON LZ QT 37.3 6PAX |
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d. PU RECON LZ QT 0718 DZ 771528 37.3 6m X
B, PU RECON LZ QT 0715 DZ 901235 37.3 €PAX
L. PU RECON LZ QT 071E D2 702567 37,3 6PAX
.M, PU A<l 0715 DZ 085745 37.3 BPAX
N, PU A=} Q715 DZ 115745 37,3 8PAX
PU A=} 0715 DZ 07 6PAX
PU 857493 0715 CN LZIQT 37,3 6Pax
Qff PU 857232 0715 CN QT 37,3 6PAX
¥ PU 094335 071 CON QT 37,3 7PAX °
. PU 924,531 071 #CONSLZ QT 37,3 TPAX
« PU 959327 0715 DZ RECCH LZ QT 37,3 7PAX
Uo. PU 773547 0715 DZ RECCN LZ QT 37,3 8PAX

DECLASSIFIED
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-y,

A THRU O DZ NOT SECURE, P THRU U PU 20NES NOT SECURE ¥
P THRU U RADIO, PANEL
MSK 301 CTD FRAG
6 CH-}6'S
TRPS, LOGISTICS
A. PU QT LSA ICEBOAT "A"™ 4,8,0 0700 DZ VGBS LSA ICEBOAT "B"
1,8,0 2000LBS MAIL/2PAX
B, PU QT/VOB LSA CONT DZ TBA RESUPPLY
ALL ZONES SECURE
MSN 302 STD FRAG
2 CH=L6'S
TRPS, LOGISTICS 17,8
A, ngiz NANCY STUDY 93 1430 Dz 367367 BICEP § 33,3 8000LBS
ALL ZONES SECURE
MSN 303 STD FRAG
10 CH=5313
I'SN 4017 STD FRAG (INCOFPLETE)
MSN 1,02 SID FRAG
6 CE-16'S, 2 UH~1E(G)
TRPS
A, PU DH LsA 0845 0900{L HOUR) MALONE BYWORD "D" K3,.L
Dz (P) 077467 {A) 067482 LBOPAX
DZ NOT SECURE
ULE L0l A/C
1SN 501 STD FRAG
EXXIARX

MSN 502 STD FRAG
MSN 503 STD FRAG

- MSN 505 STD FRAG

MSN 506 SID FRAG

MSN 507 SID FRAG '

MSN 508 STD FRAG e
0615-2000 .

MSN 509 STD FRA A, 1730-2000"
MSN 510 5D v

Pl ooy QZ RFL B%M

Wi‘ao

SECRET
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orG 2 D2 7P50)F -2 SECTION
| 27 MAY 1969
3 CPL RoDo LAGKIE
 PAGE 1 OF 2
FROM: 3D MAR

T0¢ 3D RECON BN
INFO: CG 3D MAR DIV

BT -
SEGRET

RECONNAISSANCE PATROLS FOR PERIOD 1le7 MA(

)
T

l;e%. REQUEST FOR

1. REQUEST_ THE FOLLOWING RECON TEAMS BE INSERTEDS:

MISSION

0P FOR EN ACTY TO THE SW, S, &
SE, BE ESPECIALLY WATCHFUL AT
FIGHT FOR EN MOVEMENI, ALSO
REPCRT ANY WATER SOURCES FNDo

OP FOR EN AGTY TO THE NW, N, &
RE, THE REST SAME AS ABOVE,
WALK T¥ TM RTE AREA,

RECON FOR EN ACTY. WATCH FOR

INFILTRATION ACTY THROUGH AREA

'AND DIEECTION OF MOVEMENT,

WALK IN, M/3/3 PATROL WILL
ESCORT TM TO DMZ. MAKE RZ

SMALLEB AS TM MOVES NORTHo

DATE - . RBcow_, ZONE

1e5 MAY XD 9662=0861

15 MAY YD 0660-0859

Lol MAY - YD 00700266

GP=lj

BT

RELEASED BY: W '
CC N 3@@?

27 o
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NOSIZZ UUMSK ' ) ,
DE JUmsap 1192 147102
Y 55558 . -
Z 2710887 MAY 65

Ff 4IRD MARDIV (REIN) €OC Dgy .-

13 I MSK/XXIV CORPS TOC PHB

INFO TASK FORCE HOTEL ¢OC
TWELFTH MARINES cOC

SECRET

3I3Jt SPEC DMZ 0PN REPORT

1, 3 RD MARDIYV /3

A TM3 TQ EJTER 278T80H .

ISTHWUS JE 98708 LR 2858

RINGLET UL 6469 LR 2667

P=4

St
A .3

* BTM CHESUTER BROOK EXITED Dwz 27i8%ay ..
» R '

FAE R R
S .
B, ,:k&
: : i s =
R 5 &
-y ‘A,, -
U .
. 4 -
P
vk :
. R
¥ T .
R
§ .-
. . ,_.,, 3
% . -
3 ’ —
-, -

Five -
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e N

——SECRET



DECLASSIFIED

SECRET - ©®

hﬁﬂlﬁ?av

CakFannt aavﬁe RN
34 INSESRLS, n’.‘iD E’(T CTS
Ao INSE Hs C{'-RETE P
pPaT. oL :

1": ""l ,. : 2
e T AGTS coaﬂ. 7E,
L ‘ ‘

r‘EASGM i R N e
THE “ BUNT<E wEnE f}m‘ g;‘m SAF- T
INSE ;T OF TM(3A3) SLY- HUNTER
cwswe*znm-z ro SHUT pOWN~

fﬂ.z_:’ AS OF. :.6'3
‘ "LOG%TIG;Q

DECLASSIFIED




AT 23@315'{ KD TTIS3

L PAINTS GOE8G AL
C D HSS2ITIC0 YLD

DECLASSIFIED

GONE :‘\67

v 'F‘osf BUAG ess};wea W
| ¥ER ”’G.-—G_, EEH, U"élé‘?!-,  ARUBOK ms, PAC’KS: Saa 1;1._,.

. ﬁD“. ST
""gg’. f-CALLE A

FACE_04D%:{B FT. 10" 15 FT UINEY 74 ﬁ:.so Faun;& HJHE;. Foo
ALOKGL30ADy TH 4LSO. F ‘OU@ A LOG BR1DGE AT

- TM.CONT MISSIONG © 5" i ‘ R S
- Ca AT Z81543H XD: ;sﬁﬁ IANIELR HUHTE'& m\s’ Ei.ﬂné? -OVER:
THEL ;:gms" H: HECO® SUNNZH DBS,BED | £N VEATLNG BLACK
275 TOHING! THE ;gg;gu »su‘tsuxp ﬁa.az s'?«ixES'
i) 30 M ) E

"‘Pﬂ’*" E. 1156
HAD - *Jﬁk' “TYPE. tIF%,
‘rr"# *T?EWS&E £

{BLTIRIED SAF RESULTIR 14 2 4
AkD. sunsﬁrﬁ“ TO oKt '-P&ZAUY-'SAF r‘ftﬁ'
BISSION: ABO TED._‘_' !

> \f“ : 35
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SECRET © @

* 99 7,071
$3' 77, 15" 1215 1471845
ZNY 55558 |
02712.52 MAY 69

2 THIRD MARDIV COC.

To JUITSK/XX IV CORPS TOC
UUML" 377 MAF COC

INFC N MA S
FOURTH 0, A INE

NINTH MAR v 78 ‘ - l | = o ‘ !
TASK FORCE h.ﬂEL _ . = S
é?T BDE 57TH I DIV QI<CH)

SECRET L
—i;f‘é?"’ 5D REGON EY =y7REp FOR P“'RIOD oF zmazn« To 2724!46?!
; : el el - cere e e
- 11, INSERTS & EXTRACTS o : B
A. INSERTS COMPLETE
PATROL DTG 0032 o
NONE : , < L
B, EXTRACTS COMPLEIE ~ e
PATROL DTG COOR g S
1, 3c2 2717004 RDT8g84n . E
Ce INSERTS NOT COMPLETE S .
PATR 0L REA SAN . .
Qls 1A2-8638 A/C 0N WFATHER. HﬁLi HLL DAY.,.
2. A3=8243 aSaME

s e,
AT

i M! “!. M. !’1‘?3'

P
i)

PAGE TWO LUMS® . 1215 SE ¢ R E T~

-3, 2B1-1232  SAME T
{4, 3C3-7762  SAME T T

D. EXTRACTS NNT COMPLETE

PATROL REASOH .
l. JE1 =5155  S5ANE ASSEC © D
2,342 =7655 "

3. 2A2 =«9435 " -
E. INSERTS PLANNED FOR 28 maAY 69 -
PATROL LOCAT I0W _ =
i, 181 XDoge4 o .
2, 1A3 XDga45 L N
3. 142  XD3gxg SR
4,363  XDg8s5 | : i
5.3D1 XD7456 .

8 IE2 XD2442 ' o B
7.2B1 YD 1432 e B
Fo EXTRACTS PLANNED FOR 28 m:w 59 e

PATROL  LOCATION
loIE!  XD9i55 o
2,203  XD9435 o

3,2E1  XD843e
4,382  XD7455

8,2002 hArzy - .

DECLASSIFIED
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PAGE THREE UUMSED 1215 SE C & B 1 r
LOCATION OF OPERATING PATROLS AS oF

2T2 4BBHMLY &9 ®©

FATROL MEH LocAT 10N B

I,1Hl scuBA THN 3 YD33 25208 -

2.1E3 AR/0OP g AD 978550 = .

5,202 " 7 YDasTsrs. -

,2Cc4 ” 7 .

5,12 7 o =

G 1HO - 4 YD1451%5 =

uémm " 4 wﬂzuss L

8 IHl2 ~ 4 yn1157qs - o
S, 8102 6 UL 2863 YD285658 S
12,201 6 UL 2662 YD26282¢ ’ S
11,202 6 UL 2449 yYDZ45894 o

12,3D3 6 UL 2744 YD274547

13,181 7 XD 883625 -

14,382 6 - KD9§94821 T

153, 1K} 7 XD923533 - ¢

16,243 7 XN9583IZT =

PAGE WOUR UWMSED 1215 SECRE T B

17,2E1 s - XDg523227 =

18,342 8 AD768538 =

19,242 7 - XDog54%8

20,283 6 X0D878422 =

21, 1B3 o8 T L XDeRt4nn =& et . -
2z2,1cl 8 XD 95572 -

23,302 .6 XD35 5493 =

STGHTINGS AND cnvr cTs
A AT 2717994 XD8T4E24 (2R3) EARLY FLGLER ‘HREARD POSS CoWD-

"STRUCTION BPEING DONE IN THE VALLEY, ESTIMATED To BT A
SQUAD . TM CALLED AN ARTY MSY WITH. UNK RESJLTb°- .

™ WIL CHESD OUT AREE

B, AT 27168AH XD788628 (3CZ ) SKY MERCHA
HEARD ENEMY BREAKING BRUSH TM THEN

0BS 2 3,, TH. INITIALTED SAF RESUTING N
IN AN EN K18 AS TV MOVED OF 2 EN RPN I8 —

FFRONT OF TN X TM INITIALTED SAF RESULTING .

IN ONE EN YIA TM THEN MOVED T0 LZ TXD7S57627

A0 ON STATION TCOK SaF FROM GRID XDR@ZE3I.

™M MOVED. 70 LZ o THE TRANS PORT HELO TCOK AK=47 FIiRZ.
AQ OCOY¥DUCTED AIR STRIKES RESULTING I8 2 EN KBa

T WIA EXTRACTED AT 27172374 A -

TOT WAS FFIRED INTO AREA, TV SUFFERED B
(;Pn @ =
B . =

3

DECLASSIFIED
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34 Marine Mvision, (Rein) FHF
??Q} San Franciscn, 96602

. — ) g ] 3?3‘3&0/31,
‘ - i 3010
28 May 1969
CONFIDERTIAL
MEMORARDUM ,
Tol OED : 3

$ubj: Planning eritique, taddo Creek
Ref: (1) Your memo Adtd 26 May 1969 (0}
Encl: (1) Schedule of Planning ¥vents (C)

1. In accordance with referencs {a¥, the following i=s
submitted.

(1) Prohlems sncountered in planning.

2. The basic problem encountered in planning for
the operation was one of laék ol experience. With one or
two exceptions, this represented the first exposura fto
C&D operations for most of the personnel invoelved in the
planning phese. The experience ﬁma from Caddo Creek
will enhence chances of sucecess any subsequent &&D
operatlons. '

b, Obtaining permisaion of higher authority to
conduet 8 C&D operation within the time allowed proved to
be a problem, The initial request was ment by message on
the morning of 13 May 1969. e MAQV request for additional
informetion was not recsived until the evening of the 1é6th
and ths answering message was transmitted by 503{) on the
morning of the 17th, Further detalls were requested by
MACY on the 17th and the floal conformation was received by
phoms at 2055 on the 17th, This resulted in the postponement
of D-Day from the 17th of May until The 19th of May., Since
manipulative communications of necessity had already begun
when this postponement was effected, they had to be contimied
for two extra d.a{s,prior to the start of the operation, It
is oni’:i‘ra_lg‘ poasible that this delay tended to dllute the
affeet of the opermtion., Hased on this experlence, in future
pperations we should be able to ineIude all required details
in the initial request.

-

DECLASSIFIED
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CONFIDENTIAL

¢+ The completed order waa satisfactory if not
entirely perfect, All phases and aspeots of the cperation
wers adequately covered in the order with the sxception of
Ground Surveillance., The use of an amnex entitled YSequence
of Events™ proved a satisfactory method of insuring that all
concernad were operating from a com¥on reference with regard
to the major svents scheduled for the operation, In any
future Ci4D operstion, a Ground Surveillance Amnex should be
ineluded to insure full expleitation of their sapsbilitiesa
of monitoring enemy reactions, )

_ 4, Adsquate times for planning proved a problem

and greateé,iead time should be allowed for the planning
of any subssquent opersatlion, This would allow for the
asaembling of & planning group and better organization
of its efforts in the production of the final plan., Thias
problem will bs somewhat alievated now that we have planned
and executsd one C&D operation. FPurther, any lnerease in
planning time must be welghed sgainst the irnherent posaslbility
of compromise 1f toc much time were a2llowsd.

¢. The conoept of using an exlsting battalilon
staff/communications group was entirely successful, By using
not only the previoualy assigned call signs and frequenciles
but also the actusl radic opsrators from the battalion & great
deal of orsdence was given t6 the communications decsption,
It is recommended that for future opsrations that thias be
sonsidered the primsry source for psrsonnel and egquipment in
communlcations deception,

rt Rc mx NCE

=Pe CONFIDERTIAL
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12MAY6S
1369

1LLMAYES

1SMAYESG
16MATED
17THMAYEGY
19MATEG

L;

i

%

3

DECLASSIFIED

Formulated concept of operation.

{1) Presented concept of operation te
femuanding Genersal.

{2) Started formulating the Operation Order
at 1500

f1) Draft of Operation Order completed at
0600 end staffing commenced with copy
forvarded to Chief of Staff for approval.

{2} 0900 briefing at Task Force Hotel.

Final Operation Order completed.

Published Operation Order 20-69 (CADDO CREEK).

Permiasion received to conduct operation.

D=Day.

Enelosure (1)
GONFIDENTIAL
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CONFDENTA® ~ + @

00 UUMS~ gnsoD DIMSIEa mjfige
DR OUUMBH SRES 5 344 r“;
INY Cconge

G °EAG(R7 MAY G

B XXIY COPPS TOC va
TO UUMSa/111 MAY COC D
IPFD SAD/3D HAR Dz“
SIEAST1ST ABN D*”
ISEMA/ A, ST ARYY O
JST Mp o PNG

TF CLEAR ATTF

YT

GPTPAT 1015,
Te L3 GRorp
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DRAWTER 3/CED/sew

C G=30PES PHOTIE §180
CUO

| ‘d } '“-Q"""I‘é Lyc ﬁ- Z I{AY 69 -
PRy o0 TTTT HMA "DIV (t{ﬂlw D - i - GOPY T o .
1es 0O TASK FORSE OTRL VCB ) 02 ggg

TIIRD HARDYES DOH
"0 CC TIT AP DG

CG ZXIV CORPS PHB

NIV MARTWES YO8

- G=3

FMONEIDENTTAL//

CHiCE OF opany

Lo (C) BF TOTIH 271800H MAY 69 0O THIRD MARDIV (R AEIN) ASS

0PLOW CF NE PLT, N;/9 FRQI CC TASK ©ORCE qocm. AND SIMUI""Y ECUSLY

IS OPCCY T THIRD MARTVE

/ 4 . o
) Y /  RELEASED BY %}W _'___DATE,‘;TM 7o /rS H MAY 69
coc 3

CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

SECRET & :

teeRezZ UMSK , : T
DE UUmsqDd 1228 148215 T
THY 33538 P
Z 2802157 MAY : S

"ﬁ THIRD MARDIV (REIN) COC DGH R T
TO UUMSK/XXIV CORPS TOC PHB IR G
INFO TASKX FORCE 4QTEL COC
i TWELFTH MARINES coG Jo i

\SLCREI N 9*-
JBJt SPEC DMZ apns REPQORT '
t« 3RD RECON BH Lo
A TM IAD MAE 271188H XD 924574, m. e
w{ILE 1Y DEFENSIVE POSIT. 0BY 5 :
APPROACHING TMS POSIT FROM SOUTH. “m LET
- EN GET WITHIN CLOSE RANGE, INITIATED. cou"AGI’
WSAF, RESt 2 NVA KIA,. ™ cow‘rxw‘ss MSN
2 3RD MARINES RECON -2, L
A TM RINGLET 271920H YDRATE96 Tﬁ Sie ‘
REC'D 5 RNDS INCOMIRG UNK CALIBER.
fALLED ARTYMSY ON SUSPECT EN POSTI | - :.
WILL CHECX AREA AT FIRST LIGHT. NEGQ CAS..
3 T™ awam EXITED DMZ 288735H wA‘ﬂ s§.~‘;. '

e Eadt ]

P-4 : _ A :
= . I R 1‘,':;_,,,:,}, L', PLE - _ _
1226 . . ‘ i'j:é';;,. R

R

SECRET

Nd St
| s Rewa
2

DECLASSIFIED
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SECRET ~ ®* ®e

J
+

-
Pl
f

/, A N
LunenlaTE D10 R RO Bl - Z MAY 69 o
FA0M:  TulnDd LARIMLS . ' DTG 272150k '
t0s  FLASY ou, THIRD <ARLJES © HAY 69

SECQLD Ly TuIRD oARINES
PHIRD LN, TIRD HARLWES

=y

LIF0:  FIRST i, TWELFTH #ARINES

00 A, T.UIRD TANK BN E
CO B, THIRD BNGR BN — {
3D, MARDIV ‘ S \

3UbJs FRAG URDER 56-69

REF? ) 3D LARINES OP ORDER 6-69

} 3D <ARLNES OP ORDER 7-69

) REVISED CONCEPT OF OPEIATIONS FOR VIRGINIA
RIDGE AO, *

(D) 3D LARLMES FRAG ORDER 37=69

(&
(&
(C

Lo SILUATIOH, . _
A bNoi?, THE EVRIY BAS SHOWH A #ARNED INCREASE IN
3A0UHD ACTIVITY, wORTAR AND ROCKsST ATTACeS WILL RimAIN AT
4 sigd LEVEL 4D ENBE.Y Id4ITIATED JROUAD CONTACTS WILL PUS-
3inLY INCREASS. wOVAELEIT SOUTH IJ4T0™ 3D HMARINES AO HAS
SEEN N OTED TLROUGH (B=3) IJTELL REPORTS, TRAIL ACTIVITY,
poWes AN SIGUT INGS, N '
B, FRIG4DLYL. o

(1) » (=) 1/4 902609

{2) AL/l 911590

(3) 1/3/9 LB

(L) AT 280900i aaY 69 TdE 20 ARVN QEGT CO.LiNCES
ad OPw3ATIUY WIUH Ongi B LANDIAG Ay LI SUsMER VIC 078(1.{70°
Pili: SN WILL SWLEP 10 Tilk NORTH GEJERALLY ALONG THE HIGH
30UND TO THE sasT oF VCB, OPERATION IS EXPECTED TO LAST
97 DAY 3. : - ,
(5) €C A, 3D TANKS 28.AI43 D/s 1/3 AT CON THIEN-
PauKk OFESATIONS LLeITED TO HXPLOLTATION OF GROUND CONTACTS
WUEREIN ARGOR WILL LATERIALLY CONTRIBUTE TO Tilk DESTRUCTION
0¥ ENEYY FORC=S _ R
»  AI33:0N. REwAINS THE SAME AS IN REF (A), SPECIAL
Pk “PANCOER OPZRATION (REF(B)) IS CANCHSLLED 2818004 1AY

3, BYXUCUTION. (OPERATIONS OVERLAY)
A:  CONCLET.

1YY GASSUVER, 30 4ARINES RETURNS TO DISPOSITION

S 1C) WITH TWO =ATTALIOJS DEPLOYED IN 4
P08 ATHWART AUTTER'S RIDGE ANDONE BATTALICM
Figh PUSITIONS Al INCTS :
| 1 . 2D LATTALZ
bl ﬂsg AU ATION N LI ALJON
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AN

(2) FIRus. TiE RE=LESTABLIS.1D PATROL Z0WE WILL
ALLOW A .IORS EFFECTIVE i I PROGRAM WIT.LY TUE NORTuERN AO,
LOWEVER, PRIORITY OF EFFORT S .OULD BE TOs OBSERVED MISSIONS
ON KACAN AND SUSPECTHD TARGETS; UNOBSERVED {ISSIONS
AND SUSPECTES TARGEIS; AND H & I'S,

B, 18T BATTALION, '
1] COMPLETE ALL PINK PANTHER ACTIVITY ON 28 iAY,
(2) DEPLOY ONE COMPANY TO RELIEVE UNLT OF 2/3 AT

C-2 AND Cw3 BRIDGE BY 291200H. ,
% BY 311200 HAVE ALL FORCES DEPLOYXD GE{ERALLY
BAST OF O 4 =8 URID LINE,
(u) AELIEVE COMPANY OF 2 /3 AT KHE GIO BRIDGE AND
2/3 CP AT CaAa LO BY 0112004 JUNE. ASSUME SECUAITY .1SSLIONS
FOR ALL FIXpD POSITIONS (LESS ¥SB FULLER) AND ALL uAJOR
LOCSS Id 3D #ARINES AO. (SHE 2/3'S TASKS, REF (D)),
C. 2D saLTALION,
(1) CONTINUE PRESENT OPLRATIONS IN WESTHRN AOC,
{2) B& PROIPARED FOR RELIAF OF CO E BY HELEJENT OF
1/3 BY 2912004,
{3) ON 29 LAY, COAMENCE GOMPAJ! ROTATION TO R & R
ON A FOUR DAY CYCL&: 1ST DAY TRAVEL: % 3D DAYS R & Rg
4T DAY ROTATE/TRAVEL,
. () BE PREPARED FCOR RHLIEF OF CO F AND CP (AT CAM
LO: BY 0112008 JUNE,BY 1/3.
D BATTALION. :
, NTINUE PRESENT i:ISSIONS.
(2} COUPLETE ALL PLNK PANTUER ACTIVITIES 0N 28 MAY,
E, CUOADINATING INSTRUCTIONS.
(1) COWrANDERS ARE RENCOURAGED TO COUSIDER THE
FOLLOWING PRECAPTS AS _BASIC TO THAIR FUTURL OPERATIONS
- d2aR TIE buZ, -

(A} WITHOUT CONTACT, LARGE FORCES S.OULD NOT
A4 CON ETRALED SO A4S TO PROVIDE LUCRATIVE TARGETS WITHIN ///
AJETAR RAnGE OF Tdk D¥d,

(B) WITHIN #ORTAR RANGE OF THE Dlzlj., dAXIHUM
U3g OF SnALL QECONJAISANCE PATROLS AND AMBUSHEG  'SHOULD BR
MIPE I CRDER TG FIND THS BNEMY WHILE PRESENTING SMALLER TARGETS,

(C) FORCES COmMaITTED iw REACYTION TO PATROL
COETAC IS SA0ULD RBLY O 1aXluiUM LAWKUVER ANL SuOCK ACTION
14 ORDAR TO RuDUCE VULWERABILITY ‘JJO AT‘l‘ACl& 8Y «ORTARS FROM
A0 LN Tdl Duid,

SOTiING IN THIS JuIDANCE I3 10 bE CONSTHU;*_.D
a1l DEE.I:AbE. &l TLL“.PG or UPEBATIO»IS I.\I LLUSL PROXIuIT! T0
Tgk o i ol

{2) ALL Uulxs auswz PLANS TO zdls nbADQUARTLRS
TedIN 1;_8 nOURS FROM TIME OF RESELPT 0F TRIS ORDER.

o, ADALISTRATION ¢ LOGISTICS. _
E‘”g . w5

. s SECRET
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5. COMNMAND © COLUNICATIONS,

REGTHENTAL: TAC #1 & TAC #2 WILL BOTH HAVE CYP.ER
CAPABILITY. PASS ALL ROUTINE TACTICAL THAFFIC, PLUS
SPOY & SITR&PS OVER TAC #2, LiaVING TAC #1 FOH ERIORITY

% HIGHFER TACTICAL TRAFFIC,

ACKAOW LEDGH RKCEIPT

ANNEXS Ao OPRIATION OVERLAY

GP-l.
RELLASED ﬂ//év" (;‘ O@*@::";mw: 2/50M4

; N b &7

e gt g G sy ey SR R [ 2: by e VE e MR Tl 38 s Tl 0 E e T

3 SMESECRET

DECLASSIFIED
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I UuMsK N
DB UUvsed 12321480435 P
( :INY 35833 ° R : =
© L 2884357 MAS g9
™ THIRD MARDIM (REIN) cog D .
10 UISKAXXIV CORPS Toc pa b3t
NFO CG TASK FORCE HOTEL coc Lo
TIELFTH MARINES coc R
q . . T
SEECRE T cooAer T
3I3J3 SPEC DMZ OPNS REPORT et
fs 3RD RECON 3N Vi
% TM OLD COLDAEL EXITED DMZ 2"Lilpsy MAY 69, .
' > T4 DALLAS GIRL E4TERED Mz L
|- ZBIRATH wAY g5 CA
- 2. 3RD MARINES. RECOy
A sm I5THMUS EXITED Dmz 2811084 MAY .69, .
P N o I !'-A'-. R

S

v - . K s

L

i
v
¢

i, 2
.
L I Y

SECRET

DECLASSIFIED



SECRET ®*

Fmszié‘m 7 MAY69

Fie C8 THTRD MARDIV DGH

DECLASSIFIED

' DRAFTER__ 1L /JG

- BEC
CWo

4

Ty CG PIRST MARINE AIR ”ING DRG

STURJ: THIRD IYARDIV HFLO FHAGS FOR 291AY69

_ 1h/JeM/rle
Mé f faﬂm 3210,

0vV=10/01

508,/203
505/509

7/
JISECIET 2/
_ TH-1R(G UN=-1E(S) CH-L6D B-L6A CH-
,J'r,am) 101 (8) 5052*,,,,, gozLL 30353
Los/Lm 102 01/503 105
510 02/401 10
301 1

106

107
1, MSN 107 8™ FRAG B
i, MSN 102 STD FRAG
20 2 UH"’IL(S)
b, VIP CODE 6 - ,
6, A, PUVCB (LZ ASTOR) mm:e DASC 338 9 071 DZ TBA
7, ALL ZONES SECURE .
1, S8k 103 STD FRAG
1, ¥MSN m;_, STD FRAG
1, MSN 105 STD FRAG
1. MSN 10& STD FRAG = e
1. YVSHE 107 STD FRAG .
1, MSN 203 STD FRAG
2., 2 UH-1E(G), lov=10 VAT
i, RFCON I/E, VIS RECON : ~
‘6, A, PU RECON LZ QT 0715 DZ 803&L3 37.3 Brak

. PU RECCN LZ QT 0715 BZ
. PU RECON LZ QT 0715 D2

s

75612 37,3 6PAX

0571116 3743 7PAX

. PU RECON LZ QT 0715 DZ 771528 37,3 6PAX
. PU RECOW LZ QT Q715 DZ 702567 37,3 6PAX
. PU RECCN LZ QT 0715 DZ 228303 37.3 6PAX
H. PU RECGF LZ QT 0715 D2 Q43298 37.3 6PAX
I, PU 857493 0715 DZ RECOK LZ QT 37.3 6PAX
J. PU BE3SEl 0715 DZ RECON LZ QT 37,3 7PAX

A
G
D, PU RECOH LZ QT Q715 DZ 6951490 3743 7
E
P
a

&7 9593

77 0715 DZ RECOR
' T, .DECURE, T
.0 L RA TANEL

15 DZ RECOK LZ QT 37

@ "
ONE NO
“\\c’c}

DECLASSIFIED




SECRET ®e

e |

i, MEN 301 SID FRAG
2. € CH-§}6'S
4. TEPS, LOGISTICS

DECLASSIFIED

5. A. P7 4T LSA ICEBOAT "A" 48,0 0700 DZ VCB LSA ICEBOAT "B"

ua 0 2000LBS/jPAX

B, PV oT/VCB LSA CONT DZ TBA RESUPPLY

ALL ZONES SECURE
MSN 303 STD FRAG
iy CH-53!S

E-3

~ o~
o

MSN 02 STD FRAG
5 CH-l,618, 2 UH=-1E(G)
TRPS

Q-0 o°

0&¢Wur4:{n:hhq

[y

Y4 NO” SECURE
. USE [,01 A/C
HSN 501 STD FRAG
MSN 502 STD FRAG
2SN 503 SYD FRAG
MSN 50E STD FRAG
. MSN B0b STD FRAG .
1EN. 507 STD FRAG
X XTRIEEIERD
NEN 508 STD FRAG
0615-2000
MSN 509 STD FRAG
MSN 5.0 SID “RAG

me

3

? o

P gt e S e e
<

09(?30

= O
3

Q

GP=-lt

A, PU DH LSA 0845, 0900(L HOUR}
DZ (P) Q77467 (A) 067h82 uaorax

MEN L0l STD TRAG (IJCOMPLETE)

DECLASSIFIED

FALONE BYWORD "B" 4 3.l

SECRET



DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTI®

50 MNMSe UUMSENA UUMSOD MUMSIEE

B opOraK 5711 48E8 S =

EMY soone c

7 oegrRenz MAY 69 .. -

P 03 XXIV CORPS PHB

0 UUMSP/CG LI1 BAF DHG. ,
MFO "LMGnMA/SEHIDP ADVLSGP ISt ARVE Div/HuE

””MQJFQICC fw!QT AB“ riIU M DI0G CET R '
oumsqeACd ST MA TCGC DNG -, oTToT - el
ﬂﬂMFSAQ/GG CIC 72.8
4!
COMNFIDERTIA : :
Fitde FORECAST OF OPERATIONS UPLCATZ For EEX 5-31 MAY 99,
F‘T' {AY C& 111 MAF WGG'DLG ABAESZ JSUN SB (D

.06 111 MAF 9SG DICG g9 #Z JUL 58 (Chs
E") 3D MaR DIV MSE DTG & 8BCI5SZ MAY 55 (8)

L

ta (C) LONCUF IU EKLUTIOW oF OP_PATLG” “QECAST Tﬂ C.

P £ ) JES S N

aT o » T e e = ke

S350 B : e Ee ; ko AT 1 0 S T P Hia 5 s o 21 o pers -

CUNFIDENTIAI.

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

FOR ORSCAL USE ONLY @

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS STH INFANTRY DIVISION
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96370

AVDE-CG ' 29 May 1969

SUBJECT: History of the Battle of Thanh Phu, 11- 12 March 1969

N
-

SE E_?ISTRIBUTION _

1. On 11-12 March 1969 the 1st Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, engaged
the 261 B VC Main Force Battalion in the village of Thanh Phu in the
vicinity of My Phuoc Tay at the edge of the Plain of Reeds in upper Dinh
Tuong Province. Eight US companies made day and night helicopter
assaults into the area to surround the enemy, and tactical air, artillery,
and air cavalry were utilized to bring over-powering firepower into the
enemy's position.

2. One month later the Headquartiers Secretary of the 261 B Battalion
was captured in an ARVN engagement. This young VC officer turned out
to be an intelligent, well educated, hard core Viet Cong that had a
complete grasp of the Battle of Thanh Phu. His interrogators believed
that he wrote an account of the battle for the battalion commander,
which was sent to the Headquarters, Dong Thap I Regiment, MR II. He
admitted discussing the battle with all hig unit officers. In addition it
became apparent that the prisoner was very gifted in the art of expressing
himself, and he was asked to write in his own words an account of the
battle. This he did, and his account with clarifying sketch maps is
attached. The account of the 9th Infantry Division participation is also
described by Colonel Ira A. Hunt, Jr., Commanding Officer of the 1at
Brigade. The parallelism between the two accounts is striking. As a
result of the two accounts and previous experiences, Colonel Hunt has
also delineated the lessons learned from the Battle of Thanh Phu.

e =

3. Not only do these two accounts make absorbing reading, but it is
believed that Free World Forces can learn much from the analysis of
the Battle of Thanh Phu. The attached History of the Battle of Thanh
Phu is therefore provided for your information.

\ W@%

q -

i 1 Incl ’ S ’

- The Battle of Thanh Phu, Major General, USA
11-12 March 1969 Commanding

%

The protective marking
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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THE BATTLE OF THANH PHU

On the morning of 11 March 1969 the 2d Battalion, 39th Infantry, of the
1st (Recondo) Brigade of the 9th Infantry Division was conducting "Jitterbug"
operations in the vicinity of My Phuoc Tay, at the edge of the Plain of
Reeds, in upper Dinh Tuong Province, trying to find and fix the enemy
(See Orientation Map). By 1115 hours in the morning they had checked out
all of their intelligence targets and had not established contact. However,
the airborne personnel detector (People Sniffer) in the air cavalry trcop
command-and-control helicopter had obtained a significant reading along
the Kinh Tong Doc Loc Canal and the battalion commander had decided to
insert and check this out. Charlie Company was inserted at 1152 hours
and about 1230 hours ran into a withering fusillade of enemy fire south

of the canal about five kilometers west of the CIDG Camp at My Phuoc
Tay. Thus started the Battle of Thanh Phu. Immediately, the pile-on
commenced. Before the evening was over, eight US infantry companies
had been inserted and tactical air, artillery and air cavalry had been
brought to bear while Chinoocks and Hueys had transported men and
materiel.

It was later determined that an enemy battalion had been encircled and had
been almost annihilated. This story has been carefully recounted by Prisoner
of War Phan Xuan Quy, Headquarters Secretary (Battalion Adjutant) of the
261 B Main Force Battalion, Dong Thap I Regiment of Military Region II.
The account of the 3th Division participation in the batile has also bheen
described by Colonel Ira A. Hunt, Jr., Commanding Officer of the lat
Brigade. The parallelism between the two accounts is striking--time of
insertions, weapons locations, bunkers, troop maneuvers--all relating
very closely. The only major difference is in the box score. When the US
statistics are compared to the VC claims, glaring inconsistencies are
noted. These, too, tell a story: the conservatism of the US forces versus
the exaggerations of the Communists. In the pages that follow, the
prisoner of war's story, the 9th Infantry Division's depiction, and the
lessons learned from the operation are provided. It is believed that the
Free World Forces can learn much from the analysis of the Battle of
Thanh Phu.

Box Score - Battle of Thanh Phu

. Reported by US Reported by VC
Combat Statistics US vC S Ve
Forces in Contact 630 150-200 1500 298
Helicopter Insertions 101 NA 84 NA
Killed in Action 3 72 150 203
Wounded in Action 20 - - -
Weapons Lost ) 7 -~ Unk
Aircraft Lost 1 NA 3 NA
1
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An Account of
THE BATTLE OF THANH PHU
by

Phan Xuan Quy

Headquarters Secretary, 261 B Viet Cong Battalion
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The 261st B Battalion with four companies and a headquarters section
totaling 268 men arrived to Thanh Phu (V) at 0200 bours on the morning of
11 March 1969 after many hours of traveling from Hau My (V). The time
for travel varies depending upon the situation and whether or not bunkers
are available at the new site. This day we started at 1700 hours. On
arrival the battallon was joined by 30 guerrillas of Thanh Phu (V) and
though very tired and hungry, immediately started building bunkers
(usually 10 meters apart), and camouflaged the area because of constant
fear of alr and artillery strikes.

At 0630 hours, 11 March 1969 we suddenly received word from higher ranks
that this morning there would be a sweep operation in our area. This
message was received on a PRC-10 radio to the battalion commander by
coded radio transmission from 122-X signal element. The 122-X signal
company is assigned to Dong Thap I Regiment of MR I and has an element
with each battalion.

Immediately we received an order from battalion headquarters to get in
the bunkers and wait to see what happens in the next few hours. Our unit
was tired and when we got word it was too late to move to ancther area
with bunkers. Wae did not want to move during the daylight. Besides it
usually takes us one to two hours to prepare to move because we have to
raise our sunken sampans hidden in the small canals used to move our
heavy weapons.

Two hours passed, then three hours, so I felt nothing was going to happen.
I went out to look for some fish in the nearby canal, since I had not eaten
since the day before. We get 28 piasters a day with which to buy rice.

We spend very little in the first part of the month, saving seven or eight
piasters a day with which to buy a duck or chicken for the squad or platoon
to have an interesting party. A party for the morale of the unit and
decorations are given at this time.

About a half an hour later (1030 hours, 11 March 1969) a small helicopter
came into the area (C3) and flew arcund several times. We call this the
"Staff Officer's' helicopter and when it visually recons the area, we know
from past experience that US troops would definitely have an operation in
that area. We had standing orders not to fire on helicopters when hiding
in an area.

Suddenly another two helicopters came in and flew around our area. The
order was immediately given by the C3 commander to prepare for combat.
I think that then one of the helicopters discovered my position. It hovered
right above me. Quickly I jumped in the ditch, trying to hide. The second
helicopter was coming over fast and it looked like it was going to open fire
on me. I jumped from the ditch and crawled to my bunker. As the
helicopter came around again, I saw the ditch where T had been receive
rockets and gunfire. The helicopters were dropping the "erying gas' and
a marsh grass fire was set off by smoke grenades. To defend against the
gas, we placed a wet cloth across the bunker openings, then lit a candle
or burner to cause any gas which might penefrate the bunker to rise to the
ceiling while we remained on the flocor. This was 100 percent effective.
The other method we use is to urinate on a towel and place it over the face,
After the attack we use a "Chinese Oil" to clear the "crying gas' from our
skin.
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At 1130 hours, 11 March 1969, I could see in the distance some helicopters
coming from the south. Immediately I stood up on the top of the bunker
where I could observe them. I could see five helicopters landing troops
over 300 meters from my position (See Sketch Map A). The US helicopter
assaults were very fast and well done, allowing us no time to move out. US
troops came in almost immediately after the first two helicopters dropped
the smoke grenadesu

They were all Americans without a doubt, because they were tall and had
huge bodies. They started to move in our direction. C3 element got ready
to hold their position and had their gun emplacements ready for them. Then
I could see them advancing through the booby trap area which the Thanh Phu
(V) Guerrillas had set up for our unit as a defense. Local guerrillas are
used to lay booby traps to protect the flanks of the battalion. They had set
up these booby traps in three rows around our defense in the following way:

Xt et ot o X

METERS 7
bt )

; =1 X XY X

IO METERS o -

- = o X ot X
We had given the Thanh Phu (V) Guerrillas 150 grenades to set up for us-
plus they had some of their own. The guerrillas’ position was set up along
the south bank of Nguyen Van Tiep Canal four kilometers from the ARVN
Special Forces of My Phuoc Tay Camp to the east. This area was familiar
with the local guerrillas and main ways the ARVN Special Forces would

come in. The guerrillas were spread out in this area which already had
old bunkers there. '

(1200 hours, 11 March 1969) US troops were moving fast, so I knew they
did not have any idea the booby traps were there. Suddenly I heard some
booby traps explode. Five US scldiers in the front element went down and
were wounded or dead. Then the entire US element stopped, lay down for
five minutes and started advancing again. I think US troops were staying
too close together during movement. US troops moving single file, too
close together causing many booby trap casualties. '

I could feel the intensity of the heat on my face from the grass burning and
the scldiers around me were coughing from the black smoke. Then I was
informed that two killed in action and two wounded in action had resulted
from the time the very first two helicopters had flown over our location
(C3). US troops were still advancing, but now were dwidmg into two

. single file elements. They were 40 meters away from-our location. ....
20 meters. .. .. ten meters. I remember seceing the tactic of advancing
and dividing into single file elements being used by the ARVN's.

I heard someone yell "Fire!l" 'To the right of my position two submachine
guns swiftly spit out ammo at US troops. Meantime I gave the order to the
machinegunner in my area to fire on the second part of the US element. I
was put in charge of the machine gun in that area by the C3 commander,

Ba Kiet, 37, K-54, when the positions were first set up. I had been ordered
from battalion headquarters to stay with C3 element as acting platoon
leader. '
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We had them pinned down at this point (See Sketch Map A). Then I saw two
helicopters fly over our C3 location and opened up, killing two soldiers and
wounding three more to the west of my location. In my opinion US troops
were moving in large groups allowing us to easily pin down the element with
one or two machine guns. They waited until they were too close to our
position to deploy any assault tactics. TUS troops believe that because they
cannot see the VC in the area, the VC are not there.

About 1300 hours the reinforced elements of the US were landing 15 more
helicopters to the east of C3 location approximately 350 meters away (See
Sketch Map B). During this time the US was dispersing in that area where
the second insertion took place. Two 82mm mortars from C4 (Heavy
Weapon) element were firing away. I heard many mortar rounds hit that

US element, but they were still advancing. The C4 Heavy Weapon element
was set up in the middle of the defense area to protect battalion headquarters
and provide artillery support to the infantry companies.

The US second inserted troop landing had started to break up into three
elements to try to penetrate the battalion defense position: first element
concentrating on C4 location; second element moved north to Thanh Phu,
Guerrillas position guarding the aid station in that area; third element was
heading southwest to C3 location where I was. I ordered the machinegunner
at my position to turn and fire at the second inserted landing of US troops

to the east. At this time C3 and C4 machine gun elements were concentrating
to fire on US advancing elements and it was effective because we had "'dug in"
positions and bunkers (See Sketch Map B). Then the C3 commander, Ba Kiet,
near my position, gave the order to concentrate B40's and antitank weapons
on the dikes and small canals which US soldiers were using as protection
when advancing to the company defense positions from the east. Also he
gave the order to start evacuating the wounded. The wounded are carried

to a battalion aid station for emergency tréatment by members of the
pattalion. From that point they are transported by recruited civilians to

a hospital supporting the unit. Nylon hammocks are often used to transport
the wounded. ‘ )

About 1600-1700 hours, the C3 location was hit by helicopters. This time
they destroyed two submachine guns and killed two west of my location.
Suddenly there was a terrific flash to the north of C3 location near the
Nguyen Van Tiep Canal where the Thanh Phu Guerrillas were located. No
more firing was coming from that area. Later after the battle, I found
out that this air strike knocked out the guerrilla position resulting in 30
Thanh Phu Guerrillas killed (See Sketch Map B). At 1700 hours there was
one helicopter flying at low altitude at C3 location and spotted our position,
forcing us to open up with AK-47 and machine gun fire. The helicopter
was hit and started shaking as it flew back toward Highway 4 in a southwest
direction. , .

The recon reported the following to battalioniieadquarters and this
information was passed to the compantes by field phone:

About 1730 hours the third element oi Us troops were landlng 20 helicopters
southwest of the battalion location (See Sketch Map C). The US troops were
400 meters from the contact area. They broke up into two elements; first
element moving toward battalion headquarters and C4 location and second
element toward C1 and C2 locations. At 1800 hours it was reported that the
first element of this third US troop landing got hit by bocby traps 150 meters

5
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from battalion headquarters and C4 location (See Sketch Map C). At 1830
hours it was reported that this third reinforced element then had pulled back
100 meters and deployed as a blocking force along the southwestern flank
of our battalion location (See Sketch Map D).

I saw US troops using sniper fire tactics and launching M-79 rounds at our
elements during this time. The battle area was covered with thick black
smoke from the marsh grass fire.

About 1830 hours US troops to the east (second US troop landing) started
to strongly assault the C4 Heavy Weapon element located in the center of
the battalion defense formation (See Sketch Map E). Two helicopters and
two jets had already destroyed the C4 Heavy Weapon position that had been
blocking US troops coming from the east earlier. Many VC were lying
around dead or wounded in that area. This caused the C1 (100 men) to
reinforce the C4 element which was hit so0 badly and to continue to prevent
US troops from penetrating that area by acting as a screening force. C2
had only 40 men and did not reinforce C4. C3 element was still holding
off US elements to the south with small arms fire. During this time the
elements kept close communication by using runners from platoon to
companies headquarters and field phones were used from company
headquarters to battalion headquarters. (This is how C1l knew to reinforce
C4.) We had a PRC-10 radio at battalion headquarters but did not use it
during contact because the helicopters might discover our positions.

About 1900 hours the C3 commander, Ba Kiet, 37, K-54 ordered some of
his men to look around for dead bodies and hide them in bunkers and cover
others with camouflage nylon because it would be dark soon.

About 2000 hours the US hit the C2 location and southern bank of Nguyen
Van Tiep Canal with air and artillery strikes, but the C2 element had
already pulied back before the strikes to the northwest where the C1
element was previously. They had only left a squad size element in the
air/artillery strike zone to fire at US troops on the southwestern flank.
The C2 soldiers had informed this to me after the battle (See Sketch Map
F). Also during this time I did not know what was happening to the north
of Nguyen Van Tiep Canal because we were in heavy contact with US
elements to the east but the battalion commander, Le Ha, 44, K-54 had
already known helicopters had landed to the north of this canal. He did
not inform to our element (C3) because it would cause fear and low morale
among the soldiers. I found this out later after the battle from him.{See
Sketch Map F).

About 2100 hours it was completely dark except for flares and the speed
of the fire fight was diminishing, but sound of helicopters were heard

and seen still flying around our area of defense. At this time our element
(C3) was informed by the battalion commander, Le Ha, that 44 helicopters
with US troops had landed and already set up all along the northern part of
Nguyen Van Tiep Canal. At this time I just knew that US troops had
completely surrounded our position (See Sketch Map G).

About 2200 hours the recon had reported to the battalion commander, Le
Ha, that the withdrawal route was found. He informed to the companies
that at 2300 hours the units would start withdrawing, element by element.
At 2330 hours a recon member from battalion headquarters came down to
C3 position to give the word that we were to move north to Nguyen Van
Tiep Canal (See Sketch Map H). The strength of our element (C3) was very
low at this time. Many small arms (AK-47) were lying around the bunkers

6
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where our soldiers lay dead. We placed some more of the dead in the
bunkers and covered some with nylon stuff because US troops fail to check
all possible places for bodies. Usually one day later a recon element goes
back to check if US troops have left the area. Then they report back to
battalion headquarters. A platoon size element is sent back into the area
in the next few days to find the hidden bodies to bury them and to look for
weapons that US troops failed to discover after the battle.

The C3 commander, Ba Kiet, told the soldiers to carry as many rifles and

equipment with them as they could. I carried out a machine gun stand and
an AK-47 rifle. The recon element then guided our element north to the
Nguyen Van Tiep Canal. I saw, when we were withdrawing, that each
soldier carried two to three small arms {AK-47, SKS, etc.). There were
some flares in the sky around our defense area. In this case, where the
tactical situation required rapid withdrawal, some weapons were hidden in
the area of contact for pickup several days later. '

About 0030 hours, when we reached the Nguyen Van Tiep Canal, the C3
element lost contact with the recon. The political officer, Bay Quyen, 27,
K-54 took charge and guided the C3 on the withdrawal route. The rest of
the battalion was ahead of C3 already moving west along the canal with
elements ten meters apart. The battalion's main recon element was in
front avoiding contact with US troops as much as possible. I would like

to include here that the recon elements conducted continuous and extensive
recon during the course of the contact to attempt to locate a gap in the US
defense formation. They reported constantly to the battalion commander,

About 0045 hours, when the C3 element was along the Nguyen Van Tiep
Canal, we began receiving M-16 and M-79 fire from the US troops on the
northern bank of the canal. One round hit the machine gun stand I was
carrying and I fell in a ditch. I picked up the stand and continued on. The
- tracers continued to fly all around us. Later the political officer found a
new way to bypass traveling near the canal where the tracers were hitting
(See Sketch Map H). Continuous air strikes were dropping all along the
canal and surrounding area. When they came close to our position, we
would lie down. While moving along the withdrawal route, we tried to
run quickly to wherever the air/artillery strikes already hit. This is how
we got through them. Move back when the first bombs fall. Then after
the strikes, move back into the same area, as we believe the US does

not bomb in the same area right away. »

Approximately 0100 hours we finally reached the area where the battalion

recon element was standing guard. They showed us the 50 meter gap where

the rest of the battalion had made it through. The tactics we used here
were the recon element secured each side of the gap. The companies
infiltrated through the gap in small groups in single file. A small force
is left behind in the contact area to cover the withdrawal of the main body
(See Sketch Map H).

As we passed through the gap, we could hear the Americans talking loudly
on both sides of us. We quietly took our clothes off upon reaching the Cha
La Canal and made floating rafts out of nylon. These floating rafts hold
the weapons while in the water as we swam to the other side. We did not
use sampans because they can easily be detected by US helicopters. 1
just got out of there in time and was glad to be alive!

The air/artillery strikes could be heard in thé distance as we were moving
away from the contact area (0130-0200 hours). After moving out of that

7
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area for one and a half kﬂometerl, I estimated 95 men left. The air/
artillery strikes continued all night in the area of Thanh Phu.

On 13 March 1969, when we reassembled at the Trai Lon Canal after the
battle, I found we had 20 deserters, leaving only 75 men left.

We discussed the battle. Before the battle we had 268 men in our unit plus
there were 30 guerrillas. In the reassembly area after the battle there were
95 in the unit but 20 deserted. The 30 Thanh Phu (V) Guerrillas were killed
by alr/artillery strikes and general casualties were 173 men of our unit. It
was unknown how many were killed and wounded of each company because
the report was not made out that was to go to MRIL. Since my position is
secretary of the battalion at this time I have to collect the information and
write the report to the battalion commander but the only thing I received

was the weapon loss report. This consisted of the following:

Cl - 1 Machine gun C2 - 1 Machine gun
1 B40 1 B40
1 60mm mortar

C3 - 2 Submachine gun C4 - 1 82mm mortar
1 B40 1 Machine gun

Small arms lost in the battle were not reported. The reason I have to take
a long time to make a report is because the exact personnel loss was not
reported by each company commander yet. :

On the day of 13 March 1968 my battalion commander reported on the

radio to the 1st Regiment that: There were 1500 US troops that participated
in the battle from Saigon. We were courageous and killed 150 US troops,
shot down one jet aircraft and two helicopters. After this the battalion
commander gave the speech in front of the soldiers that the regiment highly
recommended praise to each soldier,

On the 15th of March 1969 at 0300 hours in the morning 20 men (subject
included) of the unit arrived back at the battle area. We just arrived in
the battle area and observed around the area. The truth of the area was
exposed under my eyes. Ch, I could not believe any view more lonely and
terrible than this. All of the trees were burned down all around the area
and I could not see any grass left on the ground. Our bunkers were
destroyed and out on the ground I saw dried blood all around, still smelling
the odor of the dead bodies in the air. It made me feel terrible. Also the
big holes that were made by bombs made me thankful I had made it out
alive. We encouraged ourselves to look for the dead and bring them to
the sampans forgetting the smell of their bodies. At about 1000 hours in
the morning we saw the ARVN Special Forces in that area but we ran away
and hid from them along the Cha La Canal, one kilometer tc the west of
the battle area. We had only recovered five bodies before we were forced
to move. Then we returned to the units with a sentimental feeling for all
our dead comrades that were lost in the battle.,

EPILOGUE: After we ha.d returned to Trai Lon Canal the unit broke up
into small groups. The regiment had already gent us three new 60mm
mortar tubes a few days after the battle. We were very tired and our
morale was very low, but the battalion commander gave the word that our
unit (75 men) would return to Kien Phong (P) to get reinforcements and
recruit new men to fight again. On the way I got hit by a booby trap so I
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had to stay back at X-12 Hospital of MR II in Hau My (V). 1 just stayed

there one night and the next morning the 7th ARVN Division soldiers swept
the area and captured me and six other VC, when discovering and destroying
the hospital.
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

Phan Xuan Quy - Headquarters Secretary, 261 B Battalion

On 11 April 1969, approximately 12 kilometers southwest of My Phuoc Tay,
elements of the 7th ARVN Division discovered a VC hospital and captured

a PW identified in subsequent interrogation as Phan Xuan Quy, Headquarters
Secretary of the 261 B Battalion. This position is roughly equivalent to that
of Battalion Adjutant. The subject is an intelligent, well educated and hard
core Viet Cong. He had been wounded on five occasions in contact with ARVN
elements and did not desire to rally to GVN.

Phan Xuan Quy was born in the lst District of Saigon in 1949. He lived with

his stepfather as his mother had been imprisoned during the reign of Bao

Dai for reasons unknown to Quy. Quy's mother was released from prison

in 1954 and died a few days after her release. According to Quy her last
words to him was a request that he avenge her death and the wrongs she had
suifered at the hands of the Bao Dai regime. His disaffection and dissatisfaction
with the GVN and the later rallying to Viet Cong ranks can be traced to this.

In 1958 Quy's stepfather died and Quy went to live with Pham Binh, a friend

of his father. From 1958 to 1963 Quy attended school in Saigon. In 1963 Quy
moved to the capital of Cambodia, where he attended a private school until
1966. While in this school Quy became fluent in both the French and the
Cambodian languages. In January of 1966 Quy went to work for the Doc Lap
newspaper, a neutralist newspaper in the capital of Cambodia. In February

he joined the Viet Cong to as he stated "Fight for the country he loved so
much.” He attended basic training and NCO school in Bac Lien (P), Cambodia,
for iive months. In July of 1967 he was assigned to the VC 502d Battalion

as a squad leader. In August of 1968 he was transferred to the 261 B Battalion,
where he was promoted to the rank of platoon leader. In March of 1969 he

was made Battalion Headquarters Secretary. On 11 and I2 March his battalion
was decimated by elements of the 9th Infantry Division at Thanh Phu (V),

Cai Be (D), Dinh Tuong (P), Republic of Vietnam. On 11 April 1969 he was
captured by elements of the 7th ARVN Division while he was a patient in a

VC hospital where he was recovering from wounds incurred from a booby

trap on 10 April. He was subsequently turned over for interrogation to the

9th Infantry Division and has voluntarily provided the information concerning

a contact between his unit, the 261 B Battalion, and elements of the 9th
Infantry Division.

INTERROGATOR'S COMMENTS:

It is believed that the subject, as Battalion Secretary, wrote an account of

the battle for the Battalion Commander, which was to be sent to the Headquarters
Dong Thap I Regiment of MR II for possible preparation of a unit citation.

He admitted discussing the battle with all the unit officers.

INTERROGATOR: SP5 ROBERT T. KCT,
9th MI Detachment

. INTERPRETER: = SSG HUYNH VAN MAI,
T 5 9th MI Detachment
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REFLECTIONS OF A PRISONER

Introduction

When it was determined that Prisoner of War Phan Xuan Quy was the
Battalion Secretary of the 261 B Viet Cong Battalion, the 9th Infantry
Division requested permission from the 7th ARVN Infantry Division to
interrogate the prisconer. All concerned were amazed with the intelligence
and knowledge which Phan Xuan Quy possessed. We therefore requested
him to write a narrative of the Battle of Thanh Phu, which he did. During
many meetings with the prisoner, it became apparent that the young man
was also very gifted in the art of expressing himself. Consequently, he
was asked if he would consider writing his reflections on becoming a
prisoner of war. He readily agreed, and although what he wrote did not
coincide with the expectations of the requestor, his reflections were sheer
beauty, expressing his feelings with force and with clarity. Phan Xuan
Quy wrote these reflections at midnight on 30 April 1969 in the 9th Infantry
Division POW Compound located at Pong Tam, Republic of Vietnam.

* * b3 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *® * * * *

"Night is falling deeper and deeper, the breeze is colder and colder, the
wind is blowing inio my prison camp. Perhaps today is the 19th day of my
life staying in the prison. At this time it is 12 o'clock midnight. There are
two soldiers standing guard at the door of my prison camp. They wear the
letters M. P. on their sleeves. 1 feel they are well trained to stand guard
awake. Outside at this time some jeeps pass by in a hurry out on the road
Plus the roar of artillery is heard out going from this Binh Duc Base Camp
(Dong Tam). The dew drops are falling thicker and thicker, the wind is
blowing harder. All of this gives me a feeling of indifference. I could not
fall asleep. I sat up to light my cigarette and think deeply of my life about
"what could happen to me in the future.’” I was feeling that my future is
very dark. While being a soldier, I had been wounded 5 times and about 10
times escaped out of death. I don't have any grief, but this time I worry
about it. I am a young man, but somehow I always find myself in trouble.
As I look back and remember the day I was captured and turned into the
prison camp of the Americans. Before I got in here I always thought that I
would be kept in 2 completely aark jail in which I could not see any rays of
sunlight fall into my prison and lie in handcuffs. But, everything is the
opposite. This prison camp is a large area. It contains 6 barracks all of
which are covered by canvas, and very clean area. I receive three meals
a day. Some bystanders passing on the road outside just think that is a
workers sleeping barracks. The few days that have passed, I have been given
good treatment. They have given me cigarettés and anything I need. Each_
time they brought me in for interrogation, it was a narration of mine for
them, no more and no less. I simply sat down, talking friendly. Before 1
got here my thinking was about the pressure and misery I would have to
endure at a prison camp. Now my bad impression is replaced by the highest
opinions of Americans. "

<
%JMW 7

PHAN XUAN QUY

Battalion Secretary
261st B Battalion
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An Account of

THE BATTLE OF THANH PHU

by

Colonel Ira A. Hunt, Jr.

Commanding Officer,

1st Brigade, 9th Infantry Division
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Intelligence information indicated that there was enemy movement northwest
of Cai Lay along the major canals that run from the Plain of Reeds south into
Dinh Tuong Province. Consequently, on Il March 1969 I directed the
Commanding Officer of the 2d Battalion, 39th Infantry, to insert on several
targets in this area. He was given Alpha Troop, 7th Squadron, lst Cavalry
Regiment (Apache) to assist in his reconnaissance-in-force, and he was

also programmed for the use of the 191st Assault Helicopter Company
(Boomerang) to insert troops. Starting about 1100 hours the cavalry carefully
recennoitered the brigade-assigned targets utilizing CS gas to flush out the
enemy, but they found no evidence of current enemy activity. Ranging out
further from the assigned targets the air cavalry employed the Airborne
Personnel Detector ('"People Sniffer') to see if they could get readings which
might indicate the presence of enemy troops. ‘'"People Sniffer’ readings
were sparse and only one significant reading was obtained along the Kinh
Tong Doc Loc Canal, just south of the border between Kien Tuong and Dinh
Tuong Provinces and about five kilometers west of the CIDG Camp at My
Phuoc Tay.

Initial Insertion

The battalion commander, Lieutenant Colonel Robert A. Sullivan, decided

to air assault one platoon of Charlie Company in five slicks to check out this
reading. The Cobras from ""Apache’ assisted in the insertion. The 2d
Platoon of Charlie Company, commanded by Lieutenant Richard A. F?aher,
was inserted at 1152 hours, about a kilometer south of the canal (See Sketch
Map 2). As the troops were inserting the gunships sighted some enemy and
fired rockets at the bunkers. The grass in the normally inundated Plain of
Reeds was tinder dry and these rockets set it on fire. As you will see later,
these grass fires were to have a great impact on the conduct of the battle.

On insertion Lieutenant Fisher's platoon was given instructions to move north.
Staff Sergeant Jantzen E. Childers, squad leader, stated the platoon moved
out with three squads abreast, about 30 to 40 meters between the squads.
After they had advanced about 200 meters they began to notice many Tu Dia
(death field) signs. <Cobras circled continuously overhead while the LOH's,
flying low and courageously as they always do, were looking for VC. Now

and then the Cobras would shoot, starting still more of the grass fires. There
was a lot of smoke, but it was not bothersome yet because the wind was
blowing to the northwest. As the platoons moved forward one of the men hit

a booby trap. Luckily there were no casualties. The troops had not been
fired at and although they could see the bunkers, they had seen lots of them
before; they were not too concerned. The Looby traps had made them
cautious, however, and they decided to prep the woodline ahead with M-79
fire. When they did this, the VC fired back. Everyone hit the ground and

the enemy in bunkers, no more than 15 meters away in a small canal line,
opened up from the west. Fire was also coming from out of the banana grove
to the east. Lieutenant Fisher called for gunships and they worked over the
area. The platoon lay there for about five minutes. Then everycne got up to
move forward again. Before they had gone five yards they were pinned down
for the second time by heavy fire from three sides. They were running a
little low on ammuniticn; the smoke was getting worse; the grass fire was
spreading towards them; and the VC continued to shoot. About 1245 Lieutenant
Fisher was wounded in the upper thigh. Nevertheless, he continued to direct
the unit until he went into shock from loss of blood. The troops were still
pinned down and could not move. The medic passed out from heat. It was real
hell. The Cobras kept coming in and they began to withdraw. On the way out
two men hit booby traps. SP4 Michael G. Allendorf died from chest wounds.

13

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED
® - @

Still another soldier hit a booby trap. By now the smoke was so bad that,
unknown to the men on the ground, the Cobras couldn’t see to pin down the
VC effectively.

Reaction to Contact

While the men were valiantly fighting on the ground the whole apparatus

of the brigade had been alerted. Major General Julian J. Ewell, Commanding
General of the 9th Infantry Division, and Brigadier General Frank L. Gunn,
Assgistant Division Commander, were overhead. Sullivan, having assessed
the situation, immediately bad the 3rd Platoon of Charlie Company picked up
and inserted in a LZ about 600 meters from where the fight was taking place.
The Charlie Company commander had the 3rd Platoon move forward as a
line of skirmishers. They moved up to behind the "hooch' (See Sketch Map 2)
and laid down a base of fire trying to assist the 2d Platoon io extricate
themselves, not only from the VC, but from the burning grass.

The cavalry had reconnoitered the area thoroughly by now. They said there
was at least a company of VC here, which meant there could be as many as

a hundred. It has not been too often lately that we have found a company of
VC, since VC tactics for the past four months have been to break down into
small units, platoon gize at the most to avoid detection. The "jitterbug"
tactics had found them, now was the time for a "pile-on.” General Ewell
gave instructions to go at them and made the chopper assets of the division
available. I decided to pull Recondo Brigade companies from wherever we
could spare them. We would stage out of My Phuoc Tay, air assault into

the batile area to seal off the enemy, and then stand off and literally beat him
to death with gunships, tactical air, and artillery. The major question now
was where to insert in order to cut him off ? It would also be nice toc know
how far the enemy bunker system extended ? How many VC were there ?
What was the unit in contact ? The first order of business was to cut off his
escape. Troops bad to be inserted quickly to the east and to the west of the
area of contact south of the canal, and some troops inserted north of the
canal to prevent him from swimming the canal and heading cut. For the time
being artillery could cover the north and the order went out to get the artillery
moved into My Phuoc Tay. Air strikes were called for and the other battalions
in the brigade were alerted to have companies standing by in the ready rack.
The 1st Brigade had a string of successful seals under iis belt, and although
none of the current battalion commanders had as yet been in a large one, they
were all anxious to get a piece of the action. '

Encirciements South of Canal

On the ground the 2d Platoon C/2-39 started to move back, dragging the
wounded with them (See Sketch Map 2). They had to leave Allendorf’s body.

As they crawled toward the hooch they found Lieutenant Fisher and SP4 Gerald
L. Tharp, both badly wounded, in a small ditch behind the hooch. About this
time the wind turned and the smoke and fire started blowing towards the south.
The men had to walk through the grass fires. Mortars started coming in.

Most of the small arms fire that was cutting down the men was coming from
the banana grove to the northeast about 180 meters away. The VC were bold
and were out in the open, so my C&C made repetitive passes around the
banana grove with the door gunner letting them have it. The first time his
fire was very inaccurate, but by the third pass he was pumping it into them.
This kept their heads down. Down below Childers, carrying Lieutenant Fisher
on his back, moved further to the rear. They reached the 3d Platoon who
helped them pull in the wounded. By now they were able io collect themselves.
During the move Tharp died from his booby trap wound. Another man was
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shot by small arms fire and killed. The wounded organized themselves into
two groups of eight for pick-up. The slicks came in through the smoke and
extracted them., One of the men was completely passed out. This was
Sergeant (E5) Wray E. Walker. That afternoon Walker had raced back and
forth across the open area, firing as he went, and almost single-handedly had
carried most of the wounded back to the collection point. In the process he
had personally killed several of the VC. However, he had worked so hard
and so long in the heat and fire that he had passed out. For his outstanding
action during this battle Sergeant Walker has been recommended for the
Distinguished Service Cross. By now the fire was burning badly and Charlie
Company had extracted two of their three killed and all of their 12 wounded.
The remaining men were picked up and carrled back to My Phuoc Tay.

In the initial insertion, the 2d Platoon of C/2-39 had not paid enough
attention to the enemy bunkers. They didn't have flank security and as a
result walked right into a trap. The enemy waited until the troops were
only 10-12 meters away before opening up. Once hit, the troops deported
themselves well. However, after the insertion of the rest of C/2-39, the
company commander didn't grab hold of the situation. He paid too much
attention to the killed and in trying to evacuate the wounded, but not
enough in getting proper fire and maneuver. As brigade commander, I
was sharply critical of C/2-39. Obviously, the company commander had
panicked. All he could think about was pulling out of the contact area.
The battalion commander made a decision to extract Charlie Company. At
the time it was undoubtedly a proper decision because the company was
not functioning well and the grass fires obliterated visual contact of the
VC positions. However, I was adamant that C/2-39 was to be re-ingserted
later and pick up their share of the battle. :

Major James R. Taylor, Executive Officer, 2d Battalion, 39th Infantry,
was back in Fire Support Base Schroeder, the battalion CP, when the
battle started. He immediately loaded Bravo Company, which was at the
FSB, in the slicks of the 191st AHC and inserted them at 1415 hours about
a kilometer to the east of the point of contact (See Sketch Map 3). He gave
them instructions to move due north to the Tong Doc Loc Canal. Once
Bravo Company was on the ground there was much confusion because as
they inserted air strikes were going on just to thefr north.

Rather than move out in the direction of the air strikes, Bravc Company
was told to move due east until they hit a north-south streamline, thaon to
move north until they hit the main canal. They were then tc move west
and seal the area to prevent the VC from escaping to the east. Because
of the involvement with Charlie Company, Bravo Company was allowed to
move too far to the east. They were finally turned to the north, and by
the time they reached the main canal it was around 1700 hours. When
they began to push west they did not hit much fire but there were bunkers
and assorted booby traps. The further west they got, the more dense the
booby traps became and the slower was their progress. Nevertheless, it
was certain that the VC did not and could not get out to the east. Around
1730 hours several well-placed air strikes clobbered the enemy to their
front and greatly eased their situation. .

A/2-39 had also been alerted to move and the company, commanded by
Captain Williford, was inserted south of the river with ten slick—loads of
troops at approximately 1511 hours (See. Sketch Map 3). The assault
helicopter company personnel had indicated that because of intense small
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arms hre there were only four LZ's where they would consider landmg
troops. The closest LZ to the ca.nal was picﬁed but as it furned out this
*prevent'ing Alpha Company from reaching ‘the Tong Doec Loc '‘Canal ina

timely fashmn. Once 1nseri:ed they were directed to move on a 320 degree

a block to prevent the enemy from ‘moving to the west Captam Williford
moved his two platoons forward in four columns about 25 meters between
columns, and 100 meiers betweeén platoons. At f1rst they received only
sporadic small arms fire. About 1800 hours, while moving across an open
field, they drew heavy machine gun fire from the north. Tracers richocheted
everywhere. Captain Williford held up the 1st Platoon and sent the 2d

Platoon to the northeast to maneuver around the machine gun. However, this
platoon ran into heavy AK fire from a woods near the bend of the canal and
could progress no farther. The Ist Platoon started to move northward and
again drew machine gun fire, this time joined by a few AK's. About this

time 60mm mortar fire began to plunk in around their location. Fifteen
mortar rounds hit, wounding three soldiers. Alpha Company was getting
little air support because smoke completely covered the area. Cobras had

to fly blind. However, there were a few gutty pilots who unhesitatingly went
down into the smoke. One light fire team from Apache was especially effective.

By 1511 hours the three available companies of the 2d Battalion, 39th
Infantry had been inserted south of the canal. The eastward and westward
escape routes were in the process of being cut off. However, the central
portion of the baitle area, where C/2-39 had made the initial contact, was
open. I decided to put the next available company into this slot. C/B 31,
located at FSB Moore, was available and was picked up by CH-4T7's,
offloaded at My Phuoc Tay at about 1630 hours and shortly thereafter
inserted by slicks into the contact area at exactly the same spot where
C/2-39 had been extracted several hours earlier {(See Sketch Map 3). The
company, commanded by Captain George Maudlin, was directed to go due
north and upon closing on the enemy position to spread cut and attempt to
link up with B/2-39 on the east. As they moved forward, they had a
casualty from a booby trap in the open field. Captain Maudlin said that
Chicom booby traps were everywhere. They were not the grenade type
but plastic, filled with nails and ball bearings. The VC opened up with
AK's around 1730 hours from the right front as they approached the
woodiine south of the canal. No sooner had the VC fired than an air strike
with napalm came right in on the VC. The company RTO saw the enemy
engulfed in flames. About this time they also came upon some eguipment
dropped by C/2-39, when they had been surprised by machine gun fire.
By now the grass fires had subsided somewhat. There was dark charred
ash everywhere. The fire that hampered everyone performed one useful
function. It burned up the tripwires of the booby traps, rendering many
ineffective. They began drawing fire from their left front about 1830.
This time a machine gun opened up, pinning them down and slowing their
movement. Captain Maudlin directed the company to spread out and form
a cordon and they began making their way to the east and to the west to
1ink up with the adjacent units.

Artillery Support

As mentioned, T di: rected the artillery to displace to My Phuoc Tay where

they could 1nsure timely and accurate fire on the encirclement as it developed.
Therefore, at 1403 hours three tubes of Battery B, 1-11th Artillery (105mm)
were given march orders at Fire Support Base Moore. These tubes were
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laid and ready to fire at My Phuoc Tay at 1450 hours, after a 16 kilometer
road march. When the series of air strikes that were going on were completed,
the howitzers began firing at 1515 hours and continued in close support of the
units in contact until 0130 hours. After that time, the friendly troops had
closed in tooc tightly for supportmg fires and only blocking fires and illumination
rounds were continued throughout the early morning. As the enemy attempted
to push out to the west three ‘tubes of the 1-84th Artlllery located at My Da
were able to bring effectlv’_ blockmg fires and illumination over the area.

The 1-11 initially fired north 6f the main canal and walked their fires south
until they were interdicting t} e woods adjacent to the canal {See Sketch Map 1).
At this time they moved the. Iires east and west along the nipa palm on both
sides of the canal. The artllle;ry fires were mterrupted often during the
afternoon because the gun—target line was exactly the axis of the air strikes,
all of which were brought a.long the southern portion of the canal. The smoke
from the grass fires to the north and : south bla.nketed the area, making
observation of aircraft extremely difficult. I know for a fact that Lieutenant
Colonel William L. Hauser, the Battalion Commander of the 1-11, had to
check fires several {imes as we.saw Cobras emerging from the smoke in

the line of artillery fires. Although the 688 rounds fired were generally far
less than that normally expected in an encirclement, the ultimate tightness

of the circle and the situation prevailing mitigated against more extensive
coverage. Both the commanders and the infantrymen were well satisfied

with the support, which amounted to about 171 rounds per tube of 105mm,
which in actuality is above the 9th Division’s 150 round average per tube for
this type of contact. ' '

Tactical Air Sugport C ’

The first Air Force tactical air strike was put in at 1405 hours about 100
meters south of the large canal and several hundred meters to the northeast
of where C/2-39 was in heavy contact. This was a pre-planned target which
was diverted to the in-contact mission. Subsequently, five additional,
immediate air strikes were placed (See Sketch Map 1). The second strike
was also needed to extricate €/2-39 which was hung up by fire coming from
a banana grove to the northeast. Because of the smoke and the inability of
the troops to identify themselves clearly with smoke grenades, there was
hesitancy both on the part of the ground troops as well as the FAC to put

the strikes in too close. However, the FAC in this case was, in my opinion,
overly cautious and took too long to get the second strike placed. In the
meantime while the FAC was getting oriented, the gunships were working
the area over. As the afternoon wore on, the ability of the FAC and tac air
to hit the target improved measurably. The artillery was located almost
due east at My Phuoc Tay. Since all air strikes had to go in on the artillery
gun-target line, the two could not be utilized simulta.neouslyu The air
strikes also made it difftcult for the gunships to operate during the early
part of the afternoon. The air strike put in at 1740 by Blade 03 under the
guidance of Major Ramon Medina (callsign Tamale 02) was right on target.
Through binoculars I could see four VC completely engulfed by napalm. -

On the second sortie Apache saw eight men wiped out, so we know that at
least 12 enemy were killed and certainly there were many more that we
could not see. The last air strike of the day went in at 1800 houxfs, again

on target to the east. The fact that the wind was blowing to the northwest
made it extremely difficult to put air strikes into the west. By 1900 hours
we knew the enemy was trying to escape to the west and we hoped to clobber
him at night. However, we had trouble getting ""Spooky, ' who was VNAF,
on the "'push' and the Air Force would not put in air strikes without flare
ship coverage. As a substitute, 155 howitzers from My Da dbout 10 kilometers

17

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED
® @

to the west were used to block the enemy. The sketch attached shows the
location of the air strikes and it can be seen that they were very effective
along the nipa next to the canal but did not move inland enough to take out
the machine gun positions. Unquestionably, the air strikes should have
been closer to the troops in contact but the pilots stated they just couldn’t
chance it because of the smoke and highly fluid situation. In retrospect we
probably could have used six more air strikes to great advantage.

Gunship Support

Chief Warrant Officer Robert Beck, 9th Aviation Battalion, a fire team
leader of a peir of Cobras on station during the afternoon, for one doesn't
agree with the last statement. He felt that the air strikes were brought in
too soon. It was his experience that troops in close contact needed gunsh1p
support. I couldn't agree with CWO Beck more, but unfortunately we've
found out through experience that gunship rockets just won't take out a
heavily bunkered position and that is what the troops were up against. CWO
Beck stated, as did the tac air pilots and FAC's, that he had a hard time
seeing troop position markings because of the smoke. 'Consequently, most
of the afternoon he was unsure exactly where the troops were located. He
thought at the beginning of the battle that there were too many light fire
teams on station at one time and that with the air strikes and artillery that
the area was very congested. When one of the units was in extremely
heavy contact, he swept in after one sortie of a tac air mission, plastered
the bunker area, and got out of the way before the second sortie. He
stated that he couldn't hang in close to the target like he wanted because

of the smoke.

Delta Troop, 3-5 Cav was scrambled late in the afternoon from the 2d
Brigade area in Kien Hoa Province to provide support for the Boomerangs
(191st AHC) because they had had one chopper shot down and two others

with mechanical problems. Delta Troop had a hard time providing proper .

gunship coverage to the slicks during insertions because of the smoke.
However, all LZ's used during the day were cold.

The most decisive support by the gunships, in my opinion, occurred about
2200 hours when a light fire team was making a run parallel to the canal
from west to east just as ""Spooky'’ dropped a flare. The flare dropped
right over some VC moving out hurriedly to the west, catching them by
surprise. It was just as light as day. The Cobra pﬂot with instant
reflexes, cut loose with his mini-guns. It looked to me as if he cut down
at least ten VC. Shortly thereafter A/4-39, north of the canal, complained
that they were being shot up. The acting company commander, First
Lieutenant John L. Roberson I, just as calm as could be, stated that he
had had several men wounded and he himself had a slight wound. In reality
he lost two fingers in the mishap. Although the troops to the north of the
canal were quite concerned about this fire, the Cobras flew very carefully
parallel to and south of the canal and for the rest of the evening utilized
rockets only, giving them a better point target capability. In my opinion,
between 2200 and 2230 the gunships were decisive in slowing down the
enemy pullout and in creating VC casualties. As I review the battle, I
don't believe that the gunships got full credit for all of the VC they hit.

This was the first time in my memory that weé had kept gunships so late
at night. By the time they left station about 2330, they had made a
decisive contribution.
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Encirclements North of Canal ) o

Three companies had been inserted south of the canal and the enemy was
well on its way to being cut off to the east and the west as well as to the
south. Past experience has shown that when faced with a situation like
this the VC unhesitatingly take to the water and try to escape away from
the US troops. In almost every contact I have been involved with, both

in Long An and Dinh Tuong Provinces, the VC have been located on a
stream. US forces tend to think of streams as obstacles, but the VC

tend to think of them as communication routes and escape routes.
Therefore, I decided to insert and seal the northern side of the Tong

Doc Loc Canal (See Sketch Map 4). The first unit to be inserted north

of the canal was A/4-39 at 1720 hours. They were inserted without mishap
in the central portion of the battle area opposite the machine gun locations
to the south. The unit moved out sharply to the south encountering no
booby traps. At 1920 hours several hundred meters north of the main
canal they engaged and killed five VC and captured two AK's as they moved
to seal the canal.

Next to be inserted on the north was A/6-31 who air assaulted about a
"click" to the west of A/4-39 at 1742 hours (See Sketch Map 4). According
to Sergeant Thomas A. Cashmire, RTO for the 1lst Platoon, they were told
to head east until they hit a '"small blue'’ and then to move south to the "hig
blue.” This they did. As they monitored the radio net, they could hear
the intense firing and maneuvering by other elements. On their way east
they engaged two VC moving parallel to them. They didn't get them and a
light fire team was called in. The light fire team zapped them good. As
they came to the "small blue, "' there was a "hooch' which had VC writing
all over it--propaganda of some sort. The water was chest high as they
crossed the small canal. They began to move south until they hit the big
canal where they proceeded to link up with the 4th Battalion, 39th Infantry
to the east. It was then about 2000 hours. Sergeant Cashmire says that
there was firing on the south of the river all the time. He and the men
were getting excited. They were anxious to get set up, and once they did
everyone fired across the river. When they opened up, the VC to the south
really hit back. This went on and off for a long time. At about 2200 hours
the Cobras started firing south of the canal. Illumination was overhead.
All of a sudden the Cobras started firing on their side. The gunships were
trying to get the VC who were near the canal's edge. He remembered shouting
on the radio that the Cobras were shooting up their side of the bank. Once
the Cobras had been warned, the firing stopped immediately.

C/4-39 was inserted just at dark, 1912 hours to be exact, to the east of
A/4-39 (See Sketch Map 4). They were given lnstructions by Lieutenant
Colonel David H. Hackworth, Battalion Commander of the 4th Batta]ion,
39th Infantry, who was in charge of all troops north of the canal, to move
south to the canal and to link up with A/4-39 and with B/2-39 south of the _ ‘
canal. Captain Gordon D. DeRoos, the company commander, moved his f
80-man company in three columns about 75 meters apart. Everything was
uneventful until they hit the river and moved to the west to attempt to link up
with "Alert" (A/4-39). About this time "Spooky” came on station, .
illuminating the area, which made movement more d1ff1cu1t Jbecauge they .
were riot set in position. They linked up w1th "Alert" Cgmpany very easxly.,»
Captain DeRoos initia.lly set men up in strong points 15 meters, apart but
he found the area too large and re-established four-man strong points 50-60
meters apart. During this time, Lieutgnant Colonel Hackworth was overhead,
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getting his companies linked together to the north and tied to the units to
the south. He had very little trouble tying his companies north of the river
together, but C/4-39 was not exactly matched up with B/2-39 south of the
canal. Finally, with the use of M-79 illumination and strobe lights, a
positive linkage was made. -About 2300 hours the 2d Platoon of Charlie
Company saw enemy groups moving out to the west. The first group of
six VC was engaged and at least half of them struck down. Immediately
following, a group of three or four was seen in the illumination of the
Spooky aircraft and fire was brought to bear on them. The VC were running
close to the river, and they were ocbserved moving to the west in small
groups until about 0200 when the flare ship went off station. After that
there was not much action.

Reenforcing South of the Canal

By 2000 hours three companies had also been inserted north of the canal and
they were well on their way toward the canal's northern edge and a complete
link-up to insure that none of the VC could escape northward across the
canal. With evening approaching, it was obvious that the enemy south of
the canal was trying tc break out. Three companies just could not possibly
cover the required two to three kilometers of seal and it was obvious that
additional units would have to be inserted. A/3-39 in mid-afternoon was

20 kilometers away, broken down into six ambush patrols in the vicinity

of Vinh Kim. They were alerted in the field about 1600 and hooked intc My
Phuoc Tay with about 50 personnel at 1915 hours. They immediately went
into a PZ configuration and were picked up and inserted in the area of
contact behind C/6-31 at 2031 hours (See Sketch Map 5). Lieutenant Seth

W. Collins, the company commander, went on the ground prior to insertion
to talk to Captain Maudlin, the company commander of C/6-31, to get a
picture of the situation. C/6-31 was taking a lot of enemy fire. A/2-39
with whom A/3-39 (Pistol) was supposed to link up with on the west was
over a kilometer and a half distant at that time. There were grass fires
everywhere. A/3-39 moved northward until they hit the position of C/6-31.
They then were passed to the west along C/6-31's perimeter. They moved
west to a stream line which they crossed and started northwest across an
open field.

When they had gone several hundred meters, the point man saw something
moving in the treeline to their north (See Sketch Map 5). Two VC were
observed to be running. The troops opened up on them, killing them. At
this time the whole company dropped to the ground and the VC opened fire
simultaneously. Lieutenant Collins says the fire was fantastic, the best
VC- fire that he had encountered. The VC were very disciplined. It was
all grazing fire and exiremely intense. Three men were hit in the legs
before they could hit the ground. There was no cover. No dikes. They
were out in the open. For the moment A/3-39 returned the fire as best
they could. However, they immediately got calls from 2d Platoon of
A/2-39 to the north, stating that they were being fired into. It was obvious
that the VC were between the right flank of the 2d Platoon, A/2-39, and
A/3-39., Collins decided to withdraw and regroup. On the way back AK's
{green tracers) cpened up on them from the northeast. The men crawled
back at least 150 yards. ¥From then aon out sporadic firing continued. As they
were regrouping, they could hear A/2-39 on the radio. They had hit some
barbed wire and booby traps, wounding one man. About that time machine
guns from the north opened up on A/2-39. Lieutenant Colonel Hackworth
asked ""Pistol Alpha Six'" to moeve. Major Taylor, Lieutenant Colonel
Sullivan's Exec, arrived about that time and he and Lieutenant Collins
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talked it over. They didn't know how they were going to link up with A/2-39,
which was over one kilometer to the west. Major Taylor recommended they
move several hundred meters to the north and as far west as possible. With
this, Lieutenant Collins sent one element north along the stream bank and
when they got to the intersection of the small east-west blue they moved
northwest, across the open field, trying to block VC movement to the west
Irom the area where intense machine gun fire had been forthcoming (See
Sketch Map 6).

Captain Maudlin, C/6-31, remembers discussing the ground situation with
Lieutenant Collins, A/3-39. Sometime after A/3-39 had moved out to the
west, AK-47's opened up throughout the middle of the contact area and a
real gunfight started. Although it was '""hot" in his area, the majority of
the enemy fire from three or four machine guns was directed at A/3-39,
He remembers the situation was made very difficult because the enemy
was between A/3-39 and A/2-39. A/3-39 had three men hit. From about
2200 hours on, Captain Maudlin said that there was a small enemy group
which was reconning the area. Capiain Maudlin knew that the VC recon
element was looking for a way out and although his unit tried to hit them,
they could not get any bodycount. Fighting continued at a heavy rate of
fire until about 0100. In summing it up, Maudlin said it was a hell of a
fight, )With the mass of booby traps and the intense enemy fire {See Skeich
Map 6).

About 2100 hours C/2-39 was re-inserted back into the same area from
which they had been extracted earlier in the afternoon. They moved to take
their position in the seal between C/6-31 and B/2-39 (See Sketch Map 5).

About 2300 hours, Major Taylor, who was acting as ground commander
for all of the troops south of the canal, started what was in reality a
heroic walk around the perimeter. He trod through booby trap fields and
took a very real chance of being shot by either friendly or enemy troops.
He states that there was a definite link in the east between B/2-39 south

of the canal and C/4-39 to the north, as well as between B/2-393, C/2-39,
and A/6-31 (See Sketch Map 6). When he got to A/3-39, lLieutenant Collins
had just finished withdrawing after having some men wounded and was
regrouping. After the wounded were dusted off, Major Taylor suggested
that Lieutenant Collins move his people to the north and northwest in order
to extend the perimeter as far as possible. As noted previously, Lieutenant
Collins did just that, extending the perimeter another 700 meters to the
west. However, he did not make contact with A/2-39. )

After Captain Williford's western unit had received mortar fire and his
platoon on the east had run into machine gun fire and had been caught in a
crossfire between A/3-39 and the VC, Captain Williford brought his two
platoons together and again prepared to move out to the Tong Doc Loc Canal.
At that time, 2000 hours, the friendly forces on the north side of the canal
opened fire and maintained a rapid rate of fire for eight to ten minutes.
Around 2200 hours the gunships expended their entire load on a bunker line
running east to west. Following the gunship strike, both platoons moved
forward approximately 100 meters and again drew immediate machine gun
fire. Artillery was also adjusted into the bunker line. A second gunship
strike was called in around the same area and again most of the rockets
were on target. One of the gunships took several hits from one of the bunker
positions. Booby traps were encountered and a claymore mine was used

to clear a path through the mine fence and booby trap area. A/2-39 moved
ancther 50 meters and encountered another booby trap fence. As they were
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setting up another claymore, ''Spooky"' (an AF flare ship) came up on
station and his first flare was right on the treeline. Captain Williford's
men spotted nine VC, three of which were carrying a wounded man (See
Sketch Map 6). Immediately the VC were engaged with small arms and
M-79's. They think they got them all. A/2-39 again drew light AK fire
from the northwest wood line. Nevertheless, they pushed on and at about
0120 hours reached the major canal. Captain Williford then stationed his
people 10 to 15 meters apart to the south and southeast, hoping to meet up
with A/3-39. However, the distance between the umts was too great and
a firm link-up with A/3-39 was not made, However, a positive link-up
was made with A/6-31 to the north of the river and except for a small
portion south of the canal the six kilometer seal was complete (See Sketch
Map 6).

Gunships were on station until about midnight and proved particularly
effective in interdicting enemy movements and giving support to the troops.
I personally had never seen such a fire fight at night as that which occurred
about 2100 hours. My troops at Fire Support Base Moore, approximately

11 kilometers away, watched from roof tops. An area a couple of kilometers
square was almost completely interlaced with tracers. Although the guns
were spewing destruction, the patterns of the varied tracers reminded one
of colored lace work. The gunships silenced at least three enemy machine
guns that evening. N
Policing the Battlefield y

It had been a hard battle. In the early morning a sweep was started south

of the canal. Captain Williford swept the contact area to the east, uncovering
eight bodies hidden in the tall grass and Chicom machine gun ammunition,
uniforms and documents. As the sweep progressed, numerous blood trails
were spotted and five additional bodies were uncovered. A/3-39 started

to move again at 0400. The fog was heavy. They ran right into the middle

of an enemy base camp which was heavily bunkered. Later in the morning,
A/3-39 linked up with A/2-39 and they swept east until they met with C/6-3l.
There were Chicom grenades everywhere. It looked like a minefield.

A/3-39 destroyed six grenades, but by this time they had had encugh of the
minefield so they got back to the treeline and followed a path south to the PZ.
Captain Maudlin's troops, C/6-31, swept along the north-south canal to his
west where there were many booby traps on mounds near the bunkers. In

the grassy area where C/2-39 had received such brutal punishment they
found at least 25 RPG tail fins. They also found US type cartridges for a
machine gun, an indication that one of our 60's had been pouring it back on
the VC. Again booby traps and burnt out grass were everywhere. The
sweep was anything but easy, and afterward the troops moved south and

most of them were picked up by the slicks and deposited at My Phuoc Tay
from where they were "hooked'” or convoyed back to their bases.

To the north of the canal Sergeant Cashmire states that A/6-31 started to
move back the way they came about 1100 hours. On the way out the lead
element saw two VC and killed them. When they got to the PZ, they set up

a perimeter defense for themselves and the two companies of the 4th Battalion,
39th Infantry. As the 4th Battalion, 39th Infantry moved to the PZ, they saw
many bunkers and fighting positions but they had seen very few Charlies

north of the river. Hooks came in and transported the 4th Battalion, 39th

Infantry back to Fire Support Base Danger.
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The sweep of the area turned out to be very disappointing. I expected at
least a hundred bodycount but a total of 72 including the 12 wiped out by the
Air Force were reported. Only seven weapons were picked up. 1t was
obvious that the troops didn't police the area Properly. The troops were
So concerned about the booby traps that most of the time they just didn't
get off the trails and the junior leaders were reluctant to push their men
into areas where they might be killed just to tidy up the battlefield. I
know for a fact, for example, that two mortars were discovered by the
CIDG in the area on the 13th of March. It's a tough trade- off, possible
weapons and bodycount for possible booby trap casualties.

Communications S o R
Communications-wise, the troops showed a tremendous versatility by .
moving to another unit's command push while utilizing their own callsigns.
South of the blue there were elements of three separate battalions, all
utilizing the 2d Battalion, 39th Infantry push. Whereas, north of the blue,
there were two battalions under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Hackworth
using the 4th Battalion, 39th Infantry push. Once the insertion to the north
was completed, I controlled both air and artillery strikes to insure that both
battalion commanders were completely aware of the situation. It really =
paid off to have Lieutenant Colonel Peterson, CO of the 6th Battalion, 3lst
Infantry, run the staging area at My Phuoc Tay. The Hooks were coming

in continuously depositing troops which were then loaded into slicks for air
assault into the combat area. ''Pete' kept things sorted out and by

utilizing his command push I freed the other two pushes of most of the
logistical problems. The C&C console with two stations just could not hack
the traffic and we bad fo have two PRC-25's operating all the time just to
monitor the three battalion nets and to use the brigade command net. Both
"Spooky" and the air cav reported to Lieutenant Colonel Sullivan on the 2d
Battalion, 39th Infantry net. For in-contact support the air cav got on the
company frequencies to get specific instructions. Without goed communications
at the company level the link-up of units would not have been possible.

Conclusions v e e
All in all the battle had been conducted most satisfactorily. Elements of
four battalions had participated on the ground. Thirteen insertions had been
made, four after dark. Tac air, artillery, and gunships had been used with
great finesse and a seal six kilometers long had been effected, with eyeball
to eyeball contact established by all elements except A/2-39 and A/3-39 in
the southwest. The battalion and small unit commanders had performed
extremely well. Except for the initial casualties when three men were
killed and 12 men wounded, only eight additional personnel had been wounded.
At least 72 VC had been killed. Personnel for the most part had acted .
extremely profeassional. The bravery and guts of the individual soldier was
extraordinary. He forced himself to close through smoke and grass fires
and devilish booby trap fields, mostly at night, with a well entrenched enemy
and against heavy small arms and automatic weapons fire.
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LESSONS LEARNED
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THE BATTLE OF THANH PHU

LESSONS LEARNED

1. Reaction Time. Once contact is established, it is absolutely essential
to make an early decision to pile on and encircle the enemy. In the case of
the Battle of Thanh Phu, the decision was made at 1330 hours. The
Commanding General made all of the aviation assets of the division available.
Personnel were inserted as rapidly as possible, utilizing Chinooks for the
non-tactical 1lift and ""slicks' for tactical insertions, yet three insertions
were made after dark. Our experience has shown that when the decision to
pile on is made after 1500 hours, generally at least 50 percent of the
insertions are made during darkness when the enemy is slipperiest.

2. Airborne Personnel Detectors. Although it was known that an enemy
unit was in the general area of the contact, insertions on agent reports and
visual reconnaissance by the air cav failed to produce any contacts. It was
only when the unit inserted on a significant '"People Sniffer' reading that
contact was established. The "People Sniffer'' has proven to be the most
reliable intelligence asset of the 9th Infantry Division. Its use has enabled
the division to make many contacts with the enemy.

3. Maintenance of Proper Tactical Formations at All Times. Probably, the
single major fault of small unit commanders in the field is that they do not
maintain proper tactical formations at all times. In the case of the Battle

of Thanh Phu, the failure to have flank security out enabled the enemy to
obtain surprise and flanking fires. The fact that the troops did not use a
point man properly and were bunched up while walking in column formation
enabled several booby traps to create multiple casualties. Maintenance of
proper tactical formations is of such great importance, particularly in areas
where booby traps are found, that repetitive fraining in this subject is a must.

4. Point of Airborne Insertions. In the Delta terrain with the inundated
areas and dense foliage, it is essential that air assaults be inserted as
close to the target as is prudent so that troops can close with the enemy in
an expeditious manner. Consider the situation where A/2-39 was inserted
over one kilometer away from the main canal which they were directed to
cut in order to prevent the escape of the enemy to the west. The fact that
the unit was inserted so far away enabled the enemy to withdraw part of his
forces west along the canal prior to A/2-39 completing its seal. In this
case no hot LLZ's had been encountered and it appears that with proper LZ
preparation that the insertion should have been made much closer to the
target area. Combat doctrine of the 9th Infantry Division calls for
insertion between 300 and 500 meters from the target area.

5. Grass Fires. This was the first case in which major grass fires had
actually enveloped a whole area of contact, thereby creating physical =
problems for troops on the ground and blanketing the area with smoke.

The normal heavy reliance of units on smoke grenades for identification
was negated by the smoke. It is recommended when operating in a dry
area susceptible to grass fires that units carry pyrotechnic pistols to
identify themselves and to direct gunships and aviation fire support on to
enemy targets.
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6. Bunker Busting. It has been the experience of the 9th Infantry Division
that well-entrenched enemy in bunkers generally can be knocked out only by
tac air strikes. We have found that the most productive means of
eliminating bunkers is by use of fuse delay bombs., These have proven
highly successful and can be placed closer to friendly troops than point
detonating ordnance. Gunship rockets and napalm have repeatedly proven
non- effective against bunkers. Several uniis in the past have utilized
satchel charges placed on top of bunkers by the air cav to eliminate
difficult strong points. Although this method has proven successful, it
places the air cav in an extremely vulnerable position and it is recommended
only when friendly troops have been pinned down too close to a bunker to
extract and bring in air strikes.

7. Gunship Support at Night. At the Battle of Thanh Phu, gunship support
during the evening proved to be one of the most important means of
interdicting enemy movement. In a nighttime situation identification is
absolutely essential and a firm knowledge of the position of friendly elements
is required. In the Delta the most easily identifiable terrain feature is
normally waterways and it is recommended that gunships use these terrain
features in adjusting supporting fires. The gunships were particularly
useful in eliminating enemy machine gun elements. Machine guns gave

thelr positions away by the telltale white tracers, enabling gunships to

bring devastating fire to bear.

8. Unit Identification at Night. Experience of the 9th Division has been that

units in a seal operation are falrly easily identifiable to personnel in the air

‘by use of a strobe light (light, marker, distress). The division has issued
1500 strobe lights for use by troops in the field. Without them positive
linkage of units in a seal operation would be virtually impossible. It is
particularly important that all friendly troops be identified when artiliery
strikes are to be brought inside the doughnut {seal). The artillery
commander, flying in an LOH, can identify friendly units on the ground at
_night only if strobe lights are available.

9. Booby Traps. Enemy PW's have repeatedly indicated that they are
using booby traps as tactical weapons. Contrary to previous beliefs, the
enemy is quite often very near to booby trapped areas. PW’'s have
indicated that many Free World Forces units are discouraged when
striking booby traps so that when the enemy holds its fire they withdraw
rather than accept the apparently inevitable casualties. Therefore,
troops should be alerted that although 94 percent of booby traps are not
covered by fire, this is no indication that the enemy is not near. On the
contrary they should increase their alertness for bunkers and enemy
positions. The PW indicated that around a defensive position the VC
normally employ booby traps in three rows with ten meters between rows.
Once you penetrate the enemy's outer protection, you will not find booby
traps within the interior positions.

10. Policing the Battlefield. Recent experience has indicated a reluctance
on the part of troops to sweep the battliefield where large numbers of enemy
weapons have been encountered. As mentioned, it is a tough trade-off,
possible weapons and bodycount against possible booby trap casualties.
When the enemy is known definitely to have been killed, it appears vitally
important to accept possible casualties to sweep the area for weapons so
that the weapons cannot be used again to kill and cripple US personnel.
Sweep operations need not be hurried and when conducted carefully, booby
trap casualties will not occur.
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11, Sunken Sampans. VC move their logistical support and their heavy
weapons by sampan. When they have arrived at a new base area they offload
the sampans, set up their weapons, and then they camouflage the sampans
by sinking them. Quite often variations in the tide will show up sunken
sampans. Sunken sampans can be an indication that a major VC element is
in the area. They are a very useful intelligence indicator.

l12. Mortar Fire. The VC have been taught to fire mortars on air assault
insertions. It is essential, therefore, that troops exit from the aircraft
quickly and disperse rapidly so that neither aircraft nor trocops make a
good target. L -

13, VC Communications. As indicated, the VG have a cenitral commo
center which is normally the battalion headquarters. The battalion
headquarters area has a switchboard, radio receivers and transmitters,
as well as the message center. During a battle the VC rely solely upon
runners and field phones. They do not use FM radio for fear of giving
their position away. The VC organize their position on the basis of
interior lines, and the elimination of a headquarters element would just
about eliminate all possibilities of command and control.

14, Enemy Use of Reconnaissance Element. Enemy battalions have a very
small highly trained recon element. In the cade of the 261 B Battalion, it
was a l2-man unit. These units conftinuously probe our units to find weak
spots which the rest of the VC battalion can exploil. The movernent and
probing of the recon element is continucus and starts at the advent of a
contact and goes on both day and night.

15, Withdrawal. When ordered to withdraw, the VC send out their recon
element first. When the recon element has found a route, the heavy weapons
company, battalion headquarters, then the individual elements withdraw, in
that order. Consequently, the cessation of mmortev and machine gun fire is
an excellent indication that the enemy is withdrawing. Commanders should
do everything in their power to attempt to determine the route of withdrawal
and block up the gap. All VC have been given night training, the most
important aspect of which is how to crawl and move at night without being
detected. On withdrawals they mostly move in crouching position. With
aerial illumination and observation, as used in the Battle of Thanh Phu,

the movements can be detected and effective fire brought to bear.

16. The VC Action During Bombing and Artillery Strikes. The VC ncte
the impact area of bombs and artillery and immediately after impact they
move into the craters. The PW stated, '"Then right after the strikes we
would move back into the same area because the US does not bomb into
the same area right away.'' The 9th Division passed this information on
to our commanders and within five days one of the brigades picked up
seven bodycount by clobbering the VC engaged in just that tactic. There
are two methods of combating this VC tactic. One is by having gunships
make a pass after every tac air strike or artillery volley. The other is
by having the tac air and artillery strike the same area twice in a row
without any shift.

17. Advance Warning of US Operations. Interrogation of the VC indicated
that his battalion often received advanced warning of planned US troop
operations. The warning message was received by the battalion commander
via coded radio transmission. He stated his battalion normally received
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warning of a planned US operation for the next day the evening before. The
9th Division has found the aforementioned to be the case on several
occasions. Although it is8 disconcerting, it shows the requirement for
strict security concerning forthcoming operations. It 1s believed that AO
clearance procedures lead to the leaks. Clearance procedures should be
reviewed to preclude such leaks either by the establishment of permanent
AO's or by the ability to obtain AO's quickly just prior fo an operation.

18. Helicopter Over-flights. The PW further stated that whenever US
choppers over-flew an area, the VC realized that an insertion was
imminent and quite often they would move out of the area completely. He
called the LLOH a ''staff officer's" helicopter. The VC have standing orders
not to fire on US helicopters, particularly LLOH's, because this gives away
their position and invites attack.

19. Weapons Evacuation. All VC personnel are crdered to make every
effort to recover the weapons of fallen VC. In many cases when the
tactical situation requires rapid withdrawal, individual and crew-served
weapons are hidden for pick up five or six days later. 1n the Battle of
Thanh Phu, the VC carried out two or three weapons each from the contact
area. - e — -

20. Evacuation of Wounded. VC wounded are carried to a battalion aid
station for emergency treatment by members of the battalion. The
battalion aid station is normally centrally located near a route of
withdrawal. From that point the wounded are transported by recruited
civilians to a hospital supporting the unit. Nylon hammocks are often
used to transport the wounded. Evacuation of wounded is often conducted
during the heat of the battle.

21. Disposal of Dead. During contact, if the VC are unable to remove
their dead or to bury them then the dead are wrapped in nylon camouflage
material and left out in the open or hidden in bunkers. The unit normally
returns to an area of contact later to bury their dead or to recruit civilian
labor to recover and to bury the dead. The PW stated, "We placed some
more of the dead in the bunkers and covered some with nylon stuff because
US troops fail to check all possible places for bodies.’™ We believe that

iz is highly useful to utilize stay-behind patrols with snipers to stake out
the area of a sizable contact. During the past month this has produced
additional bodycount on several occasions.

22. Defense Against CS Gas. The PW staied, '"The helicopters were
dropping the "crying gas' and a marsh grass fire was set off by smoke
grenades. To defend against the gas, we placed a wet cloth across the
bunker openings, then Iit a candle or burner to cause any gas which might
peneirate the bunker to rise to the ceiling while we remained on the floor.
This was 100% effective. The other method we use is to urinate on a
towel and place it over the face. After the attack we use a "Chinese Oil'
to clear the ’crying gas' from our skin.' The 9th Division ran a test on
the VC methods and determined that they indeed were effective as stated.
However, we found out that during a temperature inversion when the gas
persgistently stayed on the ground that it would penetrate into the foxholes.
We also found out that if we used double doses of gas instead of the normal
single cannister drop that the CS would then penetrate the foxholes. A
useful technique for friendly troops arises from the foregoing VC tactic:
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since the VC stay covered up for five to fifteen minutes (the time depending
on the persistency of the gas) after a CS attack, then after a CS drop is a
good time for friendly soldiers to maneuver a.galnst VC positions.

23. The Use of Local Guerrillas. Local guerrillas are used to lay bocoby
traps to protect the flanks of the battalion. These booby traps are often

1aid in two to four rows along the battalion flanks and astride possible avenues
of approach into the battalion defensive positions. The local guerrillas also
provide a screening and delaying force for the battalion.

24. VC Stream Crossing Technique. When withdrawing from ceniact, they
often use inflated nylon sheets to float clothes, weapons, and equipment
across a stream or canal. Where possible, thelarger weapons are broken
down and floated across. Sampan use is avoided due to ease of detection by
US helicopters.

25. US Helicopter ng:}glts'. Helicopter assaults were very fast and well

done, allowing VC no time to move out. Immediately after the first two
hehcopters popped smoke, US troops came in.

26, US Tactics - VC View. US troops stay too close together during
movement, rest, or withdrawal. US troops move in one group allowing the
VC to easily pin the element down with one machine gun. The US wait until
they are too close to VC position to deploy for assault. US troops believe
that because they cannot immediately see the VC in the area, the VC are
not there. US troops fail to check all canals and bunkers. US troops go
slowly in booby trapped areas, but fight very courageously. US troops
moving in single file close together cause many booby trap casualties.

27, - US Artillery. VC do not greatly fea.r US artillery if they are in bunkerso
The VC infantry are well protected from air/artillery strikes if they stay
in their bunkers.

28. VC After-Action Reports. As a result of this baitle the US had three
killed and 20 wounded and one helicopter was shot down. In the words of
the PW, the following VC report was submitted: '"On the day of 13 March
1969 my Battalion Commander reported on the radio to the lst Regiment
that: There were 1500 US troops that participated in the battle from Saigon.
We were courageous and killed 150 US troops, shot down one jet aircraft and
two helicopters. After this the Battalion Commander gave the speech in
front of the soldiers that the Regiment highly recommended praise to each
soldier. The Battalion Commander told me to make a good report to the
Regiment.' It has been our experience that the VC always exaggerate the
results of a batile. Therefore, it is important to counteract this false
reporting, which tends to improve their morale and give the VC a sense of
accomplishment, by US and GYN PSYOPS activities that tell the true story
of the battle. PSYOPS should be the quick reaction type sco that they can
be disseminated within 48 hours after the completion of the contact.

29. VC Re-Supply. The PW stated that within a few days after the battle
his unit had been re-supplied 60mm mortars and '"We were very tired and
our morale was very low, but the battalion commander gave the word that
our unit (75 men) would return to Kien Phong to get reinforcements and
recruit new men to fight again.' It appears that the ability of the VC to
re-supply and to immediately commence recruiting gives them a resiliency
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that makes it difficult to eliminate a unit. Omnce a unit has been in contact
and hurt bad, every effort should be made to find him and keep the pressure

on to prevent him from bouncing back. It has been our experience that enemy
units are rarely, if ever, "wiped out. "

i :‘L“‘u.
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HEADQUARTERS
34 Harine Division (Rein), FHF
0, San FPranslsco

»/ELC/dse
3010
, Sor ¥
CONFLDESTIAL L May 69
From: Asslztant Chief of 3tafl, G-3
Tot CEU

#ubis Flanning Critique, Caddo Creek (U}
Ref: (a) Your memo dtd 26 May 1969(C)

Bacl! (1) B8ehedule of Flamning Events
(2) Op Order 20-069

i. In sccordance with refersnce (a), the following in=
formation is submitted,

2e Genera%, The basle problem snemintered in planning for
the operation was one of lack of experience, With one or
two sxeeptions, this represented the firat exposure o

0&D operations for most of the personnel involved in ths
planning phase, The experience geinsd from Caddo Creek
will enhenee chances of success 1ln any subsequsnt C&D oper—
allons,

3.« Permisszion to cornduct CAD Opsrstions. Obtaining per-
wlgaTon of higher suthority to conduct & C&D operstion with-
in the time allowed proved to be s problem. s initlal
request was sent by mssaﬁ on the moming of 13 Hay 1969,
The HACV request for sddi¥lonal infermation was not recoived
until the evening of the 16th and the answering measage was
transmitted by 0030 on the morning of the 17th, Further
details were requested by MACV on the 17th and the finel
sonformation was received by phone at 2055 on ths 17th.

Trie resulted in the postponement of DeDay from the 17th of
May unbil the 19th of May. Since manitglﬁative somaunliestions,
of mecansity, bas already be whon ¥his poatponiement wexs
affected, they had to be continuad for two extra days prior
to the start of the operation, It 1s entlirely posslible that
this delay tended to dflute the effect of the operation,

Recomzandatipnt Based on this experience, in planning
future CAD operations 1t should be posaslble to provide
a1l the vogquired detalls in the indtliasl request, however
in order to gfechﬂe another postponement £t 1s recom-
menided that the reguest be submitied at leant one week
pricr to the tentatlive D-Duy,

CORFIDENTIAL
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L. Bperation Order, ¥he completed order was satisfactory if
wot mﬁgrﬁ'ah A1l phsses and aspects of the operation
wore Efeguately covered in order With the sxception of
Grownd Burveillance, The uss of an snnex entitled "Ssquence
of Bvents™ proved s satiafactory method of inswring thet a1l
eoncerned were opsrating from & common reference with regard
to the me jor svents scheduled for the operation.

Becomerdationy I% is recommended that the use of a
Saguence of Events Annex should be continued end in
gubsaquent CED operation ordera & Ground Survelllance
Amnex should also be Iincluded,

5« Flanning Time. Adequats time for planning proved s problem
and greatsr lead tims should be allowsd for the planuing

of any aubgeguent operstion, Thls would allow for the aszemb-
ling of a planning ?oufp and better digenigation of 1%a efforts
inn%he production of the final plan. g proYlem will be
aomewhat 5llevated new thmt we have planned and executed one
CAD pper&tion, Furthaer, any {nareass in planning $ims musd

be welghed againat the inberent possibility of sompromise if
too much time were &llowed,

Recommendation! I planning furds C%D operations it
is recodrendsd that & minimm of 10 days be aliowed fron
time of rouveipt of initial plenning guzzance uniil D-Day.

6. Communication Daue%ﬁcn Group. The soncspt of using an
existing tiallion sialf/communigaticns group was entirsly
successful, By suing not only the fléviously masigned eall
signs snd Frequendies but also the #xvTurl redioc operators
from the hattallon a 8t desl of credsnce was given to the
scrramieations dseeption, Yhe Rehad Estialicn proved idesl
in this regard since It presentsd an opportunity to employ

an orgenic battallon while 1t was atanding down from offensive
operations,

Begommandationd X% 1s recormmended that for future C&D
operations that the Rehab En be eonaidersd the primarxy
sourse for persfonnél snd éequipmen® nscded for sommnlcations
dscaption, :
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