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SECRET • 

0 •• 00 Z7. UUMSK 
DF. UU"1SqD 002 12 i 0245 . -

Z~YSSSSS --\~O-''\~l' ,\('\ .... ~ 
Z 0!02457. MAY 6(') Ii)t.\ d-P'-. ~ )...'\~ ..... 
F'M THIRD ftlA.~OIV(RElf'J) COC DGH , 
Tn UUMSK/XXIV CORPS Toe PHB 
InJF'(J TASK F'OO CE HOTEL COC 
nlEL r:'TH MA R r NES C OC 
9T 
SECRET ,-" 
SU3J: SPEC 0 MZ OPN S RE PORT '. 

~--. 

1 3RD MARD IV ~ 

• 

Ao T~ COMING EVEr1T ENTERED DMZ0r.~7~,'l,l{·"'lAY 6') 0t0745"f AT Q1l65 rn 1.I1\I1S 
If.JGAGED gy 6 NV A USING :3 -COFllMA ND--O E'1"~IiTi\r~D cU;jyr~;f()j:ffq. REC rrR~ 
rn('lM 3 AI W WPS TM SUSTWlfllED 1 F'f.l Kif·! )1D 1 F"f,J \I/YA. TM f1 ETU~~F.:D n~E 
A~JD WITJ.{ DREW WITH TI1EIR DEAD A~m W0U,".'1.ED-. Tril Rt-:q 81 AN1) ARTY "rRr.' 
SljPPRRT, MED EVAC AN EXTRACTH"N Ji"ORC:r.: ... iili.0Srx 111 rilAY 6"1 3 PLT Tl3/4 
DETj.\CI1ED AND srNT AS EXTRACTIo~~ F"0ltC~. flIl0828H AT ()11653 Exrr.{ACTrM~ 
FfJRcl!: LINKED UP iHTH 1M COt1I MGfJLE'olT", (MU~55 1 fliED ~VAC ([1't1EQGEf\lCY) 
CI1MPU~TZD ~ I I( I A RET UR "JED T (') I/3 i4, ':''''S., -
Gp..,lj -11:: 
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SECRET • : .. . ~ "~ 

t::: .. ~~ 
~",'. c., 
(,"j ~\ .... ., 
c! 
a. r· 

1:' 

(.~ l 

:'.~ S: 

---
eo;o • C ZZ UU~lSQ uUly;'SEiiJA UUi"}SG:.D UUl'iSJEA UUNSQw 
DE UU!1SK 3330 12 H(}410 

~N 6 :~ ~~.~0Z. M.A Y 6:1 --. lo-f~ \ () 35~~ -".) .). 4~ ~.'.. -' .'-I'M XXV,;' 'CORPS roc PHS . ~ ._ TO UUMS'1i:,IlI MAr. COe DNG "-
INFO umrsEMA/ Sl!.:ij·! OR US ADVI S,UR ! Sf AR'il! D IV FLUE . WMSQD/;SD ~lAH Dfv COe DNG - -
WMSJEAi101ST ABN DIV (AM) Droe C~E 
UUMSQW/l ST ~IAW roc DNG 

i. RUYIN/CTG 70.8-
----

m -~ 
SEC RET AVII-GC ~_ 
SUBJ: FORCAST OF OPS REPOHf ,.~QR WEEK OJ4". 3 .... U. jl1AY 69 (U) REF: A. CG III {'JAF MSG DIG 16066GZ.JUN Gti~_-'G.l._~-80 CG III MAr MSG--i)TG 120sl10Z' 'JUL -68 (C) 
1. {S) THE FOLLOW!\~G HE,eQRT IssuBMlrti:i.1H(ACCORDAi~CE A AND B : 
A. FORCE f10VEMEN!: NOr~E 
a. FORECAST OF MAJOR OPEGj"TI0;~ BY 3DNflR DIV: 
(D NAME: HEHKIII'Jl£R MourAli~ 41IliJ'1AJ-LREG CONTROL HQSe (2) BATES; 7 ~1AY 6§~30 MAY 69- . 
(.~) LOCATIOi~: AO SOUNDED ON tHE MORTH BY T r!E SOUTHER,~ 

PAGE TWO UWl1S 3.330 S"B,; CR E I 

tVITH K~FERENCES 

BOUNDARY OF THE DNZtON lHE \vt.SLXUtii1Ju:i?6-.lttS3 TO--XD82045G TO XD673402; ON THE SQIJtrLF'liOI1 XD813..4JaLnL---XD.S274--100 s ALONG THE DAKRONG R H'~! XD983399 IO MA~'CL6C TAOH AT Y0055458 Hi. YD02.2525 0 Xd946516 TO X89455&v; o(D904650 10 SOUTHERN BO'Ul~lDARY 6"r DMZ .,=-
(4) FORCES: TWO BN' S -OF 4tH f'lAK1~ES _~ 
(5) MISSION: TO CONDUCT H~GO~NAISSANCE l~ FORCE OPERATIONS NORTH OF LTHE CAM LO RIVER ~IITH'VJ THE AOAfW ??6~E;:>E YPCURIIYFOlt .. .vCE, FSl:3, CiHES 9 HILLS 691 ANl) 9500_ . (6) CONC£PTUAL SUMMARY; ON~ BN SECURES .;~~ RUSSEL AND NEVILLE AND COi~DUCTS HII' OPS ;WRIH OF' Tali. CA!'1 W:l HI V~R W ITK tHE AO. THE REMA!l\lING l:31~ OPEHAH':S VIC FSJ.j CATES Aim HILLS 9510 AND 691. (1) RATIONALE; ENEi'yIY PltESENCl:. REQUIRES.£Ot'n' !i~U£D SURVEl..LIAilJCE ALONG THE D~1Z -~_,_ . GP-4 
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SECRET -

:rn(Yr~ eC} THlii~1 I1AlI0lV) mHI RVN 
TO·1 C~mR TABK FeHeR ALPFI.i,NKP, THAI. 
IIWO; CG TASK FORi}:!: HC'J:ELJ -reB, HVU 

-
1JRA.F7;;n BI~ WtVB/RIR 
QROUlm SURVEU..r . .JU'lCE SECTION 
CIiO_ iU;.(.......-

COP"l' TOI ele 
Q.".2 
0-3 

. , 
... _'00\. "" ~ J ~, " 

2.. (;z) FURTrlIi1l REQUEST REsEErITnG OF :::P1mVloosr;nEF.·[)iiD~· SiRniG$ "'AS" 
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CONFIDENTlAP/\,:-:;2 
(~" '~t~~t~- A~ 

&: ~ ~'AA'{ t»-rt. 
\~~ iJ 

PRT.ORITi. QtI3~ .. _ic
lJll!69 

FR OH : CG T!-tIR;r' : ; '.Rr: rr ('m;rrl 1'> .~ 
TO: CG TASK FORCE nOl'"!L VCE- .. ' 

FIRST rIDE FHTH uri' J1IT (::ID:CH) QTR 
ONE ZERO ~IGFIT ARTY GRP DGH 
TW'ELFTII ?tI\.RINES DOH 
CO F:rnsT ARi,~: [<I}' IDlE 

I"lFO: THUlD HARD IV C,1Enr) DOH 

/ /COEFIDENTIALi / 

TASK li'QttCTI RTl'J:JAGEn 

• 

i 
:--1 

ll> (o) TASK 'PO'WE fl!i!:-lADEH Vl.4.S n~ACTIVATErr ,\Ji'TE"1-43 DAYS OF F~EilSIVE 
'- ' I 

OP'W.TIOHS 111' r::'rr.:; VITAL AREA' OE'RCTl'E i¥9 w,Ttm-1r KHE &'-m A!TD TT-TE LAffi'IAN 

DITIONS I-],UCIT OOODTfJAL1Y.DI-TnLEUGE1TTI:nr---Cll'Am:r:ITmdW-rr-S ImN Al-4"D HACHINES. 

t. CUN'TIrG A:'ID ,~CKHtI.SSIVE :mJEHY, O?3R'\TTIro FRON A VIRTUAL SA"TCTUARY, WAS 

mfC01J1IT":mD Dr 11+ ~PA'1ATE nrcI[)r."ITS, INCLUDD!G AN INA COJ.)PAJlY...sIZE ASSAULT 

on A NIGHT DEFElISIVE l'QSITIOlJ ,,- ----

20 (C) TT-!E FlEX IBILITY ~ID EF>rECTwnmss vTJ:T:'T WHICT-I T A.SK FORCE RAUAGEN 

OOHDUCTED OPEP..ATIOUS THRC'JGT:!OUT ITS LARGE AD ILLITSl'RA7ED DAGmATvTR p~N'TnJG 

\ND BOLD, PRECISE- EX :OCm'I'Iorr.. T1IJ!;;:G: CPEIU.'rICNSmtlt'I'ED UJ salE 90 CaTFIm-m:D 

ENE1-fI KILLS, '¥IITH 45 ~1EAPOlJS CAPTUTI.ED AND rm:VERAt -'OSITIOtrS DESTROYED 0 T.:-':': 

:roNA. WAS THUS DlliU'ED FREEDQI..1 OF .MANEUVER IN..TI1IS...JlEG ION WHERE HIS LINES Ijl 

PAGE 1 OF 2 PAGES --

CONFIDENTIAL 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAl' • 

I I 

ACTIOHS TIT TI'lP1E7·lEIrrma omt:::Dtlli-cEP'L OF' lI"BILITY AND m OFFt':1YSlVE HAVE 

Bf."$N A Ci3.tmWfro~ 141UIY, llA..li.lm~ amps, AIID AHVliIlNI'rS I1EP'1.T!:SBl'1TED 0 

30 ( c) IT T:S vlI'f.1I PLEASD'?..E T!!II. T ! C cr.~1i:!'1D THE ~l"!C"mS A"TIl JiEll OF TASK 

FOi?CER.Er::'4.GE"T FOR A DIFFICULT CHA.UEHG1 NFJr AND A TOUGH JOB IIT>JELL DONE!! ~ 

46 (u) I-lGEJ:r JONES smmSe 
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CO'1 oltf..3 
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CONFIDENTIAP 

DE DIV AND MATE I RZ UNDER eM CU01~_~_'tlg20Z _________ _ 
;~NE {\'lATE HERE \HTH MY C!1 NU 019uu.019011.~p019 .. .., , 
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j 00 U UMS 1< U UtllS~ _ 

DE UUMSGD 02'1 1211712 _ 
ZNY cccee 

......... _--_. --~---- .. -.----------------~-------- ----- -- ---~- ~ 

._" - -~ ~----

~=~- --- :.~'" -~.-~~---.. --~ 
o 131 11! 5Z APR 69 
~ CG THIRD ~'iARDIV (REIN) CQC ________ ~ ____ _ 
TO uUtIjSK/CG XXIV CORPS I_OC ~HB 
INFO UUMSQ/CG III MAF cce 
ct-_.1 

CONfi'IDEN1:IAL 
'3!18J g D AIL Y ATTACK BY F!.RE 
UflJIT \'E'OR! AR 
3l2ARVN i~~RtmS~'32j<1(Yl ._ 
5i2ARVN 
GP .. 4 
Bl' 
13~0 
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__ 0. L21 a0_1 ~.~ 12.4. '3 0H . r,t~Y 159 __ .. ______ ._ ._._. __ . m __ •• ____ •••• 

ARTY .-_.~~_CAs:::..~- ____ - .. ----.. -- .- --
__ . _____ NE(]-_________ _____ _ 

."~ .. _"'--""~-"L.,NEL... __ .. k •.• ,_,., 

_ ..... 
--=-o".--frit-~--~- .;;-:-' 

CONFIDENTIAL' 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIA! 

00 UUMSK UUMSQ 
DE UUMSQD 34 1212120 
Z~iY ccecc 
o 012120Z APR 69 
~ THIRD MARDIV (REIN) COC DGH 

TO UUMSK/XXIV COR? Toe PHS 
INFO UUMS0/III ~AF CDC DNG 
B1' 
mNF'!DENTA L 

(U) i. LOCATIONS: NO CHANGE 
(C) 2. SU~MARY OF OPNS UNITS 
IAJ!! ~SNS ASSIGNED. 

CONTINUED TO CONDUCT COMBAT OPNS 

(U) 3. CONTACTS: NONE 
(0) 4 .. SIGNlJiICArJT EVENTS : 
AT 011815H F/2/4 VIC C85861S)IN 03586HD 
F -- ----~~~~~ 

F' C a 08S ONE NVA • ARTY FIRED ON EN POS 
AO CBS ONE NVA IN 8NKR AND nJOADDITI0NAL NVA 

RUNNING ACROSS AREA F/~ RAN ON EN POS 
RESULT ONE NVA KIA BY ARTY 
(8) AT 0123~0H E/2/4 VI C (7935210) LP HEAt:(D 

rr.OVEMENT M·)D SAl!! FIGURES OF MEN IN FRONT OF' 
THEfY1 FIRED fil"16 €0M~ THRE~! F'RAGS AND FIRED f[LUMINATION SEARC HED AREA 
I"IT H NEG RESULTS 4 c:-; 

5 .. PLANS; UNIiS CONTINUE TO CINDUCTCOf?~bJ_OpON?_ 
lAW MSNS ASSIGNEDe 
is.; CUMULATIVE LOSSES: 
USfl'C -73 KIA227 l,vIAE 23 ~'!Aif: {ri'H~~­
USA-l KIA 1 \!JIAE 0 ltJIA~ 0 MIA 
8.:NEMY -245 KIA 4 PQl." (; REr- 2 DU-r92 lWC 10 CHS~I}C 
r:iP ... 4 "'~ u.!! "I BI.c .. ! __ !gii:ii;ljii>~~"'_" 'L'~;::'~:"'c~~,.;·"=t= 
BT ,." .-...... 

.. 
- - -..,,-- - --- ~ '" _L _ • 

-- - -----.::---
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HEAl)f2UARr~ .. ( . , 

3d !Xarine Division (Rein) FUr 
FPO San Francisco 96602 

From: Connanding General 
To: COl1lIllatlding Generalt XXIV Oorps 

Subj : Task Organization; report at 

Raf: (a.) PCV TCC 220730Z Apr68 

3/JDS/Jrb 
~~3/2 
Ser~ro: 

2 llTRy 1969 

10 In accordance with reference (a)_ the following report is sum1tted, 
personnel strengtha'includedo 

mrIT STATION STRJ1:NGm - ra. 
... :<i., 

Irq Bn ( ... ) Rein Quang Tr1 .... 
133150i Irq Co ( .. ,) ~ . Quang Tri 

Ser CO C ... ) Quang Tri 19/19S 
NP Co ( ... ) Quang Tn k/109 
COIlil1 Co ("" ) Dcng Ira 16/301 

Det HqBn . Dong Ha 
88/305 Dat HqCo Dong IIa. 

Det SerCo Dong Ha 1/52 
Det IlPOc Dong Ha 

-- 1/31 
Da1i COOll1'1CO Quang Tri,. oil!. 

Dat HqBn Cu.a Viet 
Dat HqCo Cua Viet 01 4 
Det SerCo Cua Viet 0/ 5 
Dat CammCo Cua Viet 0/ 3 

DetHqBn VOB 
Dat HqCo VCB 20/76 
Det CommCo VCB 0/ :3 

Det HqBn TFH 
Det SerGo TFlI 0/ S 

Det HqBn mUAF 
Det HqCo III ImF 0/23 

nCXtJNGMDml AT 3."YEAR nrl!~nVALS, Page-!--ot~gas 
DECIASSIFIED :',FTER 12""YEARS SECRET 

SECRET 
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SECR~lr 
Det HqBn Hue 
Det HqCo Hue 11 0 Det ::areo Hue 0/ 0 
Det HqBn cam Lo 
Det HqCo Cam Lo 1/ 2 

Det HqJ3n ca.IiIl 
Det HqCo Ca. L11 0/ 2 

Det HqBn Signal': .m.n 
De"G O~o Signal Hill. 0/ 3 
Det HqBn 2d ARVN ):1.egt FSCO 

0/ 
Det '~~1\iCp 2d ARVN Regt FSOO 3 
Det HqBn nAif I UGS Team 
Det Ocmn 00 "Alf I NaS Team. 0/ .3 
Det HqRil . tz.Whisman 
Det canmCo LZ Wit:lsnan 0/ :3 

,", 

Det Hq& Oen Thien, . 
Det O~O Con Thien 01 2 

nat HqBn 4th lhr1nea FAC party 
Det coonCo 4th Uarlnea FJe Part,. 01 2 

Det Hq&l tz. Sierra 
Det CommCo LZ Siarr& 0/ 2 

TASK FmCE nar:rr:L . nq Task Force t-rotel VCB 22/.12()" . 
3d Force Becan VCB 1/ 8 letRad1o.Bn VCB l/ 38 ASRT VCB 2/ 5 

3rdlmirJes 
211193 lilCo FSB 1Vb.isltBn 

2& 3d!·far In C11l345 39/1152 3dBn 3<ll1u> In 242019 3511156 
4th Ua.r:1nea FSB Neville '2/9 Det HqCo VCB 131103 Det HqCo (SS) oM .lD 698623 01 4 0/2/4 FSB1Tev111e 0/ 2 

F/214 In 847633 0/ 2 
~ FSBRuasell 0/ 2 r ID 9lW630 0/ 2 

. Cua. Viet 0/10 lBtBn 4th14ar FSB Greene 3/45 IMCo VOB 7~7 

SECRET 

P8.ga..L, 0£' ..l.1J'ages SECRET 
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SECRII 
A Co 
B Co 
13 Co 
C Co 
C 00 
D Co 
D Co 
2d Bn 4th ltar 
H&S Co 
H&s Co 
E Co 
E Co 
E Co 
F Co 
F Co 
G 00 
G 00 
H Co 
H Co 

3d Bn 4th l!ar 
H&9 Co 
I Co 
I Co 
IOo 
K Co 
I·Co 
L 00 
L Co 
L Co 
M Co 
11 Co 
U 00 
M Co 

9th !m (Rein) 
l8t Bn 9th nEll" 

2nd Bn 9th 11a.r 
3rd En 9th 1m 

1st Bri~e 5th Irrl' (!·fach) -::rme 1 ;1 Uiech) r~ OilbALoH 
4 URlIi 
IMS43A2 
5 ~77A1 

l-ll Inf' 
H!m'!.,11 
Co, A. 1 .. 11 
Co B lell 
Co C l""ll 
Co P l ... ll 
Co E 1 ... 11 
13 1 0 71 Armor 

DECLASSIFIED 

FSB Greene 
XD 722642 
VCB 
ID 698623 
VCB 
ID 701634 
vca 
XD 802634 
FSB Mavills 
VOB 
XU 8oS64l 
XD791620 
von 
XI) 847633 
veB 
FSB Neville 
VCB 
In 8lS645 
VOB 
ID946b30 
VCB 
In 9i1644 
XD 9l.76S7 
VCB 
Xl) 932654 
VOB 
In 912584' 
FSB ~aell 
VCB 
In 946630 
ID 962648 
In 945624 
VOB _ 
VCB~CB 
Cam Lo 
FSB Fuller 
VCB 

~ Sbi:tron 
LZ Sharon 
LZ Sharon 
LZ Shaton 

·,LZ Sharon 
<tz Sharon 

L? Sharon 

PQge-L..of'~ges 

DECLASSIFIED 

3/147 
6/148 
0/39 
h/l29 
0/21 
h/136 
1/ 31 
4/lh2 
3/ 47 
71100 
3/86 
11 34 
9/ 32 
llnO 
0/39 
2/129 
0/21 
5/129 
0/ 33 
3/99 
511% 
3/99 
1/ 34 
0/.16 
4/128 
0/22 
11 32 
3/100 
0/13 
2/65 
1/ 30 
11 34 
0/ II 

21/218 
44/1246 
3711155 
34/ll61 

62/266 

191163 
41141 
;;/1;;2 
;V138 
4/136 
31100 
5/ B4 

, / 
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. 

SECHi 
Co A 7th FJp£ 

1124 rimE 3APC TF RI.;;HAGEU , , 

01 9 LZ Sharon 
2/AI1E 3 APe LZ Sharon 1133 
A/fE( .... ) 4APC Red Devil 4/130 

1 Crane 
llirec_ 
1 Doeer n ... 7E 
2 Scoop Loaders 
h-S Too. Dump Trucks 
lCEV 

21-5 Ton Bridges 
2AVLB 

29St.h S~ Ro •• , Red Devil 3/91 
Dong 1Ia. 0/ , 
FSn Cates 0/ '3 
Ra1 Lang 0/ 2 
LZ Sharon 0/ 3 
LZ N8.IlC7 0/ :3 
Cua,Viet 0/ .3 

86th Chmical Det ..... UC4L_ • Red DevU 11 6 

!107~b R.iiD Red Devil 2/ 6r; 
Phu Ba:1 01 .3 

_~.~"O>_-..-~_~ 

1-61 Ir1f' f~1ech) 6e l571 Xl) 862398 10/90 
4...j·n06Al In 862398 

mro 10:.61 12 ... 11llJAl LZ Sha.1"on 5/86 
2-1!JJ2Al LZ Sharon 
l ... Ml32Al Cam to 0/ 4 

A 001...61 15 ... M23Al In 84.5380 h!.L50 
3-lfi25A.l 
l-lG78 
1...JU13Al LZ Sha.ron 2/2$ 

YeB 0/ k 
A Co 1 0 77 1&~8A3 In 862398 5/71 

1....M88 
2~WJAl 
J..;t'148J(3 LZ Nanc7 0/ 9 

D 001c061 5-1~4B ,XD 862398 Sl45 
l .. rUl3Al 
2-.1G78 LZ Sharon 2/82 
J. .. m . .l3Al In 845380 01 5 
1~7ll3Al Wunder Beach 01 5 

1:,,17 Armor 
RHO 1~11 3-M48A) LZ Nane,. 11/152 

16 .. ~ll$l 
12 ... Mll3Al 

1, ... r·54.3 
4 ... m.06A1 

C Co 1""71 2-lD..$'lU LZ USl1CY 5179 
1 .. 1-1718 

SECRET 3 .. J05il2 
n ___ ,; _"" 'I'l ______ 
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LZ~ 0/ 8· 

Isd DavU 0/ 4 
vrlB 01 3 
LZ N'a.nq Vl31 

'LZ~ 11 38 

Wtmder Beach 4/129 
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OFI'ICE OF THE PBCVINCE SENIOR ADVISeR 
QUANG TRI PROVINCE 
Advisory Team 19 

APO 96495 

JVlAC'flJ -HUQT 6 May 1969 

SUBJECT: Bru ¥..ontagnard Fishing and Woodcutting at Cam La District 

Cortllllanding General 
3d }larine Division 
FPO 96602 

10 The District Chief of Cam Lo District requested through the Cam 
Lo District Adv"isor on 24 April the exten.-:d.on of Bru Montagnard fishing 
and. woodcutting west to the 98th grid. and along the Song Cam Lo River. 
This request was discussed witb the CO J ]/9 Us}:IC and the G-3, 3d Marine 
Division, and this memorand~~ is a formalization of those discussions. 
The Bru refugees iii Gam -La District are a .major maintenance pr0blecn, 
having no are.ble land of their owp and being inexperienc,,;d in wet rice 
cultivation. There is little or no security problem with the Bru and 
presuming they can be made self-supporting, these loyalties should 
remain unchaClged. To this end, if the Ern could fis::1. onJ;y two days per 
week, the income derived would enable thej1 to purchEwe a W88k l s supply 
of rice. The deep waters of the Song Ca::n. Lo to the aast of grid 07, 
are unsuitable i'or traditional Bru i'ishing methods. 

2. The security problems associated with movement along route 9 are 
appreciated. Should permission be granted for this excursion, the 
following contro~ :measures are Pl~o'posed: 

a.Fishing and woodcutting coni'ined to area as delineated on 
Annex A. 

b. Ro moverllent west of Khe Gio bridge, YD026562 bctwer.m 1730 hours 
and first lighto 

c. Activity restricted to twice week~-. 

dG Cam Lo District Senior Advi::;or to contact 3d Mar Regt weekly to 
confirln days of aClti vi ty. 

e. Bru to be accompanied by 88 PF Platoon (composed of Bru personnel) 
with radio contact to Cam Lo Sub-Sector Headquarters. Additionally 
persollnel oi' the Truong Song Cadre (Ethnic Minorities RJ) Cadre) win be 
present. 
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f. Two US Advisors, wi th rc.d~o contact to Cam Lo, present eac h day. 

g. No guarentee can be given of exact figures owing to the rather 
sketchy Bru concepts of time and numbers. However, cont.inued presence 
of a"1 and advisors should prevent VC infiltration of Ern parties. 

3. Although the possible security risk involved is appreciated, exper­
ience in this Province has indicated that -increased civilian mOVei118nt 
along a road teuds to reduce ene:ny interdiction attempt.s ~ This should 
apply even more so whereBru Gi.yili.ap-",q.reimrolveci. 

1 Incl 
as 

~~~ 
- ~li~F ; -MD011EY 

LTC, INF 
Province Senior A. 
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ZNY SSSSS \ \ ,_ 
,.G 03!600'l MAY ~9 l"bl. I~ \"'l.... ;,rr\~(/ 

• F1'tI THI~D MARDI\; COC , 
TO UUMSKI XXIV CORPS TOC 
UUMSQ/III MA~ COC 
INFO THIRD MARINES 
FOURTH MARINES 
NI NT H M Aft I NE S 
TFH 
F'IRSl r-pr: F'IF'TH I NF DIV (MECH) 
BT;. 
SECRET 
I SUBJ ~ 3D RECON B N SITREP 
I~ iNSERTS& EXTRACTS 
~ '~~S!RTS COMPLETE 
P~TR)L DTG COORD 
1 lH a 030920H 
2 fA 1 031535H 
.3 Ie i 03 !550H 
80 J:rXTR ACT S COMPLETE 

XD 945635 
XC 701479 

XD 744377 

PATROL DTG COORD. 
t 3C 2 !331535H xc 701'~1S 

?. \'3'2 ~~ 155 ZH XD 744377 
: 213 2 (531645 H XD 8872 12-----

--

;:;;...-.. 
.~~. 
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... : - -- ---_._---

SECRET 
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SE&RE1UMSQO 0" E eRE T 
" 2'=1: 1 031715H YO 022502 
5 2E 3 03 1 73 0H XD S-g 4 3 13 
c~ INSERTS NOT COMPLETE 
PATIiOL REASON 
1 302 8944 (1) UH I-H RECEIVED HITS F'ROC1 
2 2A2 B947 SAF WHILE COMPLETING AN 
3 3~2 9256 EXTRACT. ANOTHER ?ACKAG~ WAS ASSEMBLED BUT 

TIME AND I NCLEMENT WEATHER PR ECL IJI) ED i HE CO~1PLET ION 
OF' THERE INSERTS 

Do EXTRACTS NOT COMPLE! 
PATROL REASON 
t lA2 7357 SAME AS SECTION C 

Eo INSERTS PLANNED rOR 04 MAY 69 
PATROL LOCATION 
1 2£2 XD 13763 
2 3-2 XD 9560 
:3 3£2 XD 9256 
1'0 EXTRACTS PLANNED 1@ aQ.#X~~.oti<a .. ="=e",,~,,,c"'~_'~~~-~=-"':O''''",,-c"7--C''''=~==_oo,==_,,"~_,,~~~~" "" __ ~"_" 
PATROL LOCA! ION 
1 !~2 XD 1451 
8 183 YD '-'229 
3 18 1 YU I 649 
4 28 I'X[I 6650 

PAGE THF,H~ P'/;;I\1SQD 1135 SEC RET _ 
III LOCAl J:C\1 OF OPERATION PATROLS AS 0F'~2400H MAy 69 
FATF\OL' fl'iEN LaC A1IO.N """-
i 2<->,3 RRI OP 8 XD 978559 
2 14 r SCUBA 3 Y 0 330520 
3 2C2 RR/OP 7 YD 097379 
4 2C J. 7" 'rl 

5 1 C2 7" -~; 
6 1 H 8 4 XDS> 4-5-(:;3 5 ==-. : =---=-,- .---::==--=: 2: .. " :-------:=-: =~ . ..:=_=:":::::..c:=·~:=_:_:;.:_=_=_ 
7" 1D 1 Af~BUSH 1M 6 UL 3469 YD 349694 
':( iD2 .. 6 UL2874 ylY 288741 ,. -
9 iD3 " 6 UL 2966 YO £90667 
l~ 2D 1 ,. 6 UL 2564 YD 253643 
11 3)2 .. 6 UL 2764 YO 276647 
12 203 .. 6 UL 2356 YO 286657 
133Dl to 6 UL 3073 YD'303733 
14 3D2 f't 6UL 2868 YD 231683 
15 3D3 n S UL 2662 YD 266628 
16 3-3 n 6 YO 163551 
17 !A 1 6 xu i03~75 
1'3 tB 1 6 'YD 1624g3 

°AG1! FOUR UUMSQD 
is IB3 6 
.~0 leI 7 
21 28 1 (5 

22 lA2 6 

105 s' E C RET .,' " 
YD 022274 

XD 144378 
XD 67349-1 
XD 131579 

-_, t 

IV SIGHT HJGS AND 
'~Q NT::. 

.--"-~ - - ,~~.~ 

CONTA9~ts ~~"'"""'< ........... 11_ .. _=i.HI~=-.il.lIIt~~:~-:.,~"::H,.,;l;,,+, ,.C "".-_"_" ~ ,"""" ... ,_=-=zJltiICi=.OllII!!III._. 

~-'~SECRET 
"' 
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" , • • z Z U UM S K 
DE UUMSQD 13 ~ ~24123a· ) 

~N~4 r~~~~ NAY 69 (<3 J) t' :.? (; ).t.t ~. 
FM TrllHD iY1AfWIV (iil!.I.n cue DGrt 
TO UUMSK/XXIV CORPS roc PHB 
INFO TASK FORCE HOTEL COC 
TWELFTH MAfUN1:.S COC 
i3T 
S l!: C RE T 
1 <S) 3.D MAH1HV 
~ 1M FROST ~URG ~NI~R~U DMZ OV~RLA~D Ar 040705H. EXITED DMZ OVERLAN~ 
041628H. 
a, TM HUi~GARIA N RECD S(o\!' Oi~ I NSERTI Oi~. AND ABORTED £11 Sl~. 
C. 1M OLD COLON£L SCHt:D ENI£fC'uMZ OVERLAND AI 05i0101oH. HZ m. 9367 LK 
94650 EX IT DMZ 051700Ht> 
Dc TM LUCKY PUNCrl SCHED TO ENIl!:R DMZ o.VERLANl.I AT 050700Ho 
tXIT AT 051700Ho ". 
Eo 1M HARBOR QUEEN EXTRACTED 041920H" 
2 MLS-l NO IM SCHl!.lJ 04 MAY 69 
30 ARVN: A -1M A REMAIN~§ ASSG~J RZ~ 

2410754, 
f.:i?"4 

B ... TM a ENI~RED DMZ 031810011", 'ASSNGD HZ 22476h1, 2407810 
W O~'~ SdDf1Z TO 223770, 22478tJo S~J1ED TO EXIT DMZ 050600!-i 

8T 
131 
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ll]IJEDIA'rE CJ:-:7V7d2.~ Z !1AY69 

, I 

copy TO: cIs 
TO: CG TASK FOOCE HOIEL 

3D RECON BN 
n"FOt 3D l1ARmES 

4TH HARINES 
9THr1:ARnmS 

//SECREr/1 

.. 11f._ I i!13S£KU 1£6&$5&S·· I 

A Q CG 3D l:tA.:.~IV (REEl) UOO 022.33BZ l1'AY69 (C). 

--cce 
G-3 
G-2 
FSCC 
AIRO 

Ie (C) REF A ESTABLISHED A aBernl zomE BETi~N THE lfESTERN BOUNDARY CF 

TASK FORCE HOTEL AND THE: IAarIAN BORDER. 

2" (s) INSERT!~l A ~lD OPERATIOO oF ALL RECaN TEAMS 'tVITHIN THIS WEsrmm 

.llTIC(]if Z01!m :·JILL ~ PWlNED AND COOROLLED BY TASK FORCE HarEL.. TASK 

FORCE BorEL lTILL INSURE oP.rnwn SURIlEILLAlTCE OF ENEl·ty ACTIVITY IN THE 

HESTERN RECON ZONE UTILIZmG ITS ASSIGNED ASSETS AS C<l4PWmN'1'ED Dr CIm 

RECON COl1PANY (APPROXnm.TE) •. ADDITIQN-lit ASSISTANCE, IF REQUIRED, MAY BE 

REQUESTED FRGl THIS HEADQUARTERS. 

3.. (5) PRImm lJ'I1L BE GIVEN TO mSERTS :m THE lJES'rJlm RECCN zotm AS 

FCLLOHS: 

A.~ ~TO:nl Elrel-lY IOO'S/IHFILTRATIO'H Roms, 
B.. SUSPECTED El'iEMY Loots/n~mrru.TI(1T 1WL'TES, 

C" SEHSOR Ei,1PLWID1I!llT, 

D. SUSPECTED mmrr BASE c.ru1PS, 

Eo SUSPECTED mm·fi' ROOKETI1IORTAR SITES, 

F Q <JrHER AREAS OF SUSPECTED :EMITJ-!! ACTnTrrY, AS APPROPRIATE 
-* - ~ 

40 (0) 0P0c.w OF DIVISI<l:r REcm ASSETS .PAsEPo 

,w""h 
CCN.~~L REIEASED BY , 
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__ ~ ______ C~~_==~~~ 

!, 

.-

SUBJs TJ rRD I~HDIV IrELO FHAGS, FOR MlAYb9 

//S::CRET!,/ . 

10 F A ~:SG 21~07~6Z p; R69 

man priority 

UH ... :ili(SJ 
~Ol 
],02 
111, 

1.0 USN 101 SDT PR ,G 
6() 0730 LZ O\IL 
10 f.'!BN. 102 STl) FRAG 
1Q MSN 103 BTl) FRA~ 
40 Ot~c ~_ 
6

0 
Ao PU 004429 0730 DZ:rBA ----
B" PU LZ BOSS 0800 DZ CUA. VIE'f -~OOlbs/lZPAX 
Co PU mJA VIET 1130 DZ LZ BOSS 12 PAX 

10 ALL ZO UES SEC"'; RB ~=c 

t~ gR~ol05 STl) F1H:G ~-~ 

1., MSl~ 1.06 STD F~u\G 
6" 0800 

T ., ~ - ~ ~ 

o~ _>:;",.,~; ,~.-,j"'!::,,' ___ '-=_,-_-_ -~--- •• '" -"""·f·----""f~!.:.!:"_,_'_, ""_ .,_",~ ,"=..",-~,.-;-J!!i, ',. -,J<>. -, ;;--~_--- -,..;' 

10 I':SN 107 SlrD FRA<l 
10 MSN 108 S~ FR;~ 
·4." 8r IP RaN· 
6" Ao PU LZ r.IWI 1,300 DZ USS S r PAUL 13PAX , 

HI;> PU USB aT PA~rL CO:NT DZ r& KIWI 13PAX ' 
10 }1SN ll1 8m Fj,~G 
6~ 1645 

174$ 
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SECRET • 
l. 1.SN 20,3 8 ~D r'RP.G 
4() RECOl~ l/E, VIS REO(',l: 
60 At; PU RECvl~ LZ QT 0715 DZ 1522a5 6,PAX 

p" " ft If Jt tf .. 928546 It 

Co If If ft " n w A2S5~ 1f 

Do " " .. " " If 875137 11 

P:o " " It !1 ti " 948r.94 " 
Fe ft If " ft " I~ 783423 II 

Go If 'If it 1t n " 730416 19 

Ho It 19 " " " n . 0131~6 ft 

Io 11 " " " ft " 14216 n 

J o 
r- tf t1 n " If 81.3355 ft 

Eo n ft If tt \'f " 325~ n 

La It It " tt " " 236 n 

F., " " " " " " 7736lU!. " , . 7. A THR':) l1 DZ I.O?: SE.QURE \ ' c -':-''-__ - --,-,~-- - ~-_ 

10 USN 3013TD-P:itAG 
2 .. 8 Cn~46lt 2 Uli""lE(G) 
10 MSN 303 8'rD FLAG 
20 6 ,CH'»S3 
6" 0700 
10 MSN 401 5'£'1) FRAil, ( Il,COliPLETE) 
10 MaN ~!Jl STD FRAG , ."1"-' 

10 It 02 " " 
10 I'l 503 " it 

1..., n 505 " " 20 4 ClI='4b 'S 
lc " ~~ " .. 
l~ n it It 

10 II $10 n " 

G.P=4 
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®9 IJW3'fID »1# WB/.lUQl 
uaOOIm StJRVEn:..tAICE SEC~ICIi WO ________________ _ 

'lHMEDlATI/PRIo:arrY ..a.6.o..n..ll 

FRoth CO THIRD lI.ARDlV # ron:$ RW 
to: C(~ nI l~rll llt~, 1'1.\11 
INFO: C(l1USMACV 9 ~NLI' RVN 

en lXIV CORFS, F.tfS" m 
0(1 lOR1.CGOMn. mm, lMJ 
en ms! mw I ttiG J mrs 
O:j " ::ront!O leB, m 
01 !F Al'J'HA.~ NIF, T&I 
CADR ".3 RECQI{ W1.OO, KoraT, THAI 
YlRST BD!, 11l1TH m DIY (HEOlt), QT: lNtf 

T~mD MARD1ES~ lDH, RVI 
FOOR1H MI'..R:rm5, ves; ltVt; 
NDrm MAa:tN:)S; veB, RVN 

SECR3tINOFORl~ 

Q...2 
Gou) 
REOON REP 
,SO 
om 
no 
tss 
GSV I 2 

I:m'FEl.: U.G/DUEL BLADE QPREP ... > SEa NO f/J1V29 Affi...S JfI.l' j~9 (U) 

1.. MAcr nm S~21 

1" . i,s) ovr.av:t'EW: NO SENSat TARGm wm DET8OTF.D IN tliE l8T BUt. sm 
M.SOH. AO ~ THE PA.ST wm.. IS ADDr.fICll, HfRmGS 116; 141 AND 149 

IN tHE :3A uno VALLEY, mIRa lS3 .AND 1$4 AWNG aTE 926 A..iW STRINGS 

146 AND 145 IN tIiE D! mow VALIEY REMAIN .lC-;;IVE Iil'rH STRWS ]$3 AND 

15~ a&I''ID- REA.DOU'l BY THE BAT01T AlRCFa:rr" 

20 (s) MlSSICti S!J1~ARYt STRINGS l4!), 147 "'iD l49m fHE B& I.Q;() 

VALLEY iJEtfECi'ED SIX fARGETS AND 22 ItotlNDS MnED 1I51l55MK ARTY WERI 

FInO U RESPWSE" smBn 148 D!'~ED CfiE tARGL'f DO! NEG.l!M 

CWR.UKi!t WJ..3 GTWm:n DUE TO FRmDLY TROOPS IN THE VICDlM OF 

Tm!! S~:300s.. STRING 1,.3 DJ:'fECTID) lh TARGftS AND 8 lOUNDS 11S!K 

ARTI,..tG"S lnmD IN USP(l1SE.. rma. WAS UNOB$ElfIlED!Jt .lLL CASES. 
nw~e:: 

j,~ ~A'rtEaN3: SENS<l1 EMPUOJ8T fEAHS .u..atG ME 926 

WERE REPEATEDLY IN COiffACT lAnD F.mlI4Y F(ROEf WILl mINOS l$3 

AND lSl~ WERE BEmG EMPLACED PLUS SEl'!SOR m:nqo lS HAS INDICATED 

lilHEMr MOVEMENt (If 14 OCc.t.8SIONS DlDICATDm 'rHJlT 'mE ENEMY HAS HOVJD 

saG HOOPS MOl IN ALONG Tn RCllD SllfCE 1'HE .1'RllUJ.' .. MUms 1.J8PAMBD , J 
m Al1EA .&BOOf ~~ HONf1{ AGO.. '.': '~"~: )Vf 
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i).) mniJJ1r.h NO Oit~~E 

i:2} EMPLACit1E.Nl': NONE 

;'5) SERVICEABILrl'Y;- NOi~ 

. ";0 (s) 'rom ACl'IVJ) STROOSt !'ft':&tVE 

--

ito (3) TtJrAt .lCTI~!iJ SENSORS: 2'1_MlNDf.ANDS!Ds# ll:l!AGII!S.a S~'i 
GSIDS, Fl"VE PntID$ .. 

S~ (0) r·nroA'l'IVE I~..63 m:mo TO Dl'.i?i .. 

1" (s) OVERVIii:'fl. SINCE rJ ... :'T QllJmP...5. srRIN~ 6207l.o Jll91" lllll, 
3lll;l" )11.51, )llDl, )lo.4l AD )105l .AIR FID'U.CED lB THE 00. NEW 

S'l"JU:NGS 101 AND lO4 :.EMPUCli~D BY F..AND IN ~ NOR'f'i:£ O!i' A ... 2 A)iD OLD 
STRi:NGS 101~ 102 AND 104 DE.!',C'P...IVl.1'FD .. 

2" (s) ~1I8Sroo Smi-aP..I, :mlWlil THE PAST WEt, ~ TARGE'TS 
~CTi;D ~fr AiVIf SENSo.P.s AN~t l.i.OOi9l'~~! -. - ~ ~!MlilfQ,~.a,~t.. :.:~" 

.~ ---- '- '- ----

. .aDA Nor OBS;!RVED.. B..4.ro!1' A1RCR4.1i! ACQUIRED 61 'l'~fS 'rlI. tH 92 
ROLT};DS 15$/l7Si'lM, FIREn IN RESPONSE" :m l~! CASES TIlE (l{Lr aUNS 

NCk# A.VAIL.HJ.tE ro FLJtE ON BA.'!'OAf TARGETS .1..!lE 'fEE 17~.s... E1S~ 
IN T HE OOJ;L BLADE A-tmA:t 10 TARGETS WEU J.CQUIItED WIm l22 ROUNDS 

~lIlED ARTI1JJl!1lY mm IN RESPQ.~3E II .ttL lID! WAS UNOOsERVEDo 
SURVEILLlliCE 'lIWfB DETECTm THE: ,o~ ~ Of PATROL SIZ!;}) 

TARGE'l'Ss fX "A" .... 1, rt1 3rBftf ... OJ TM "Cl'l "" 4) m ~D~ .... s. IN MOST 
CASES FRrl!NDLY PA.T1WLS IN THE VIClNM OF DFrECT1!:D WGETS PRl'OODElJ 

FIRE MISSIons.. AS A RFSuur (tiL! 60 RClINOO hOW'l AND 18 RDS 81...~ ww 
FIRED AT ELEOTRCtiIC SUffi'EItLlNOE TARGETS. 

A, " T.RENDS/pAT'l'ERt{S: EtiEM! ACTIVl'lY DETBO'r;wJ ilI mE ELECTa(lUC 
SURVEILLANCE TEAMS WAS LICUi1' D'URING '1'HE,rAST WEEt. COMPARED TO . 

\ 
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D, SJ.GNIP'lCA.l\l' PRc.sr3)lSl 

(1) runaN<h NOms 

-

(2) mPUCEr£1'l!l', S'l'!m~GS )1051# 3lOl~lu 3l).O1., )lJ$1, 
)l1J1, f )J~31;; JUSl AND 62011 wm lUfFt.\Ciro IN ~as~1Ji'.;z 21 TFA., 

)1051,. :rWll1# 311tl$ .31151 U"'D lll.hl WERE to :sz ruWlouT BY GROUND 
-"'&WOCT :3rrES AT .EImlt L=2:. ~ 1'JB 1Sl) .~!-1!:1,~~ Jii,~J .. ",,~,,;,,'~;c: 

~.S l11)l. ANt Jll91 ~M TO BE READOUT-DI TH&]iATOAi: AlRGRlFT 0 

A'r THr p&~~mrr TThT-310).l, A..'i ACTIVE STiUliG Cii C;i}.IiNEL 33$ IS BEING 

MCNITCRElJ FROM A-2 BY 11m 2D !RVN UGT., S"tlilltG jlllll AND A Po.aTION 
ar .3ll41~ ALSO ACTIVE ON CHANNEL .3) ARE BEnic: MONrfatED BY A-4o 

STRDroS }11$1, )l041 AND A. PC!tTI()tVor-3l1Ll~W'IfiCH,A.iii sUPP6sBDi,y . 
at CtiANNJ.:r.s 38. 37 AND 37/33 RESPECTIVELY m: NC~ 2AliSMI'trING EITHER 

10 'fBi READOr)l' Sf.f& AT Au4 Qi FSBYUL!E1t. HCWBVm;-iOlU; CODES 28. 
2!1 A~l] 1S ON OBANNt!;L 3$ AND TONE CODE.'3 lS:t 2$', 03 un 01 CN CHANNEL 

36 HPJTE BEEN MCifITmDQ 1:'£ IS ro..~:tsr.E 'l'Rl!' la~ @DES 1$., 29 • 
.. niH 01 AR;;: NFl BUT TBEl' tW.TNCIl' BEEti wrrCfiD (IT cmNEI.S 37 at l80 

I ,\ A FURTHER CHElJI{ .. A PatT!TAti WAS MO!J~lTEjna M~tZ,.l Ata~ 'd.AND 
cm,NNELS )>--'40 WER3 mUTCRED Fm·1.5 mnm..:s EACH sr All AIR OBSERVER 

AS THE PlJ1 .. l·,iE OVERFIJ:W "ntE m>fZ.. dfi.y C&AUL 13' i;i$ ACTm DURIW 
THE TEST ~ FL"RTdER PROBLElG Cfi Ei'iPLACMJ$Jff mVELOFED WHEN SENS(,'2 

EMPLACEMRUT 'rEM! n-::m F1Wl cw' 2 MAt 69; WIr..EEimarrE"'iosz.::Nsat . -
EMF'LAC~FJi! SIn A'! ID6)SQr.1 WAS mOLVF.:J,l IN A. HID All COLLISION 

BE'Iw1l,Ej THEIR DtO AND A1HY1'HEl't HEID",Tw"1'JI,lEInf rIlr tEAi~Wf..RE 
SEiJE&I1Y ThlJURED, H!liEV211 THE AllWliAF"l HADE A cltASlt LANtrDI-a 

slnu At~L THE PERSONRL wlraE EIl'iUC'lED ellORT1tY, 'fHEiElFTER~ m& " 
~ ::IEtICOPTER Ca&S!mD wmtX'w1UJ>1l: prmS~-KnDDo NO DAYs um~ 

SENSOIl EMPLACE!1mT fEAM l1t1iGARUN, WILE A'1'TEimnQ.LANDING IN LZ AT 
I'Ul;$$47;, RECElVED F'I.RE mcu ABOOT __ 5 !iVA -:.u.rtHE .'LZ. tl~': mssION WAS 
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SECRETIN dlPo R N -
t:' ) RUDOOr 1T A u:r.rn INOUE 

(h) R.?:% SEE PAllA C (2) ABOVE 

F) SERVICrlBl1.ITT~ONLY "1'(J{E COiJES 05 A..'ID 06 TRANSlU1TOO 
ON SEl.UNG 31051" ADSIDS a~ rONE CODES 07 MID 08Pos:rBLY DESTRO'mD 

3.) {s} 'fOTAL ACTT<lE STRnms; 32 

~ -- ------------ -----~ - - -- --- --------- -------

~G (3) ACTIVE tFA. en 2J Tc!:~E CODES& 2,3/02. Ol~, 09.t_U$ 12.# 14, 
2.5" 16~ 2!·t 22~ 23 il 2,. 26$ 27, 28, 290 AC'I'IVI; 'l'H1JtQ HA.!WlV 

OR 23 ro!iE COD~S 2)/06. ll., 

I'; -

-, 
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Fit(X·h 
TOs 
nlFOl 

C3 Tum I:.A.:rllUT, iXiRJI ltv:) .. 
GG lXIV C(BPS, :PltS.. R'\lN 
GON1]SHACV, SON, avu 
(G III ~.1\r $ iDG~ RV:J 

s ,c; J ,. T ., 

~..AfI NA(Jf, DIR 52$e.27 
\ 

DECLASSIFIED 

-

HI? (FBB FULLER); 2: EACH A~' SIGIJAt HILL (Vc:£j) II nrr.I. 950 ILiJ;) :OO:l} 
1'". CONRilT .!3AJ,l!;o (71f~~!'..AU. Q1Y l~E~tTl1t.::;D IS 20. (,> 

- B.. au DJLT!OCUPtER3 FOR A1:LUsq..,42aft_RE~TJ~tE m~E F>.tClt AT 
EAtlH f'II SIX READOUT ~ITE,')I am 950.~'lOI~\t 1UtL~ ro~u H.4. ~·rl) . 

95') OR TILL 819 (> ~l~tJti f'l 
. ,/ .. 

De JrDE O~1ta""DmECTla.4At.. 'NO AT A",,2&t o;'ii~ At A~g T~.ro AT 
·neUG m :·:T .. · TUES1\: iUJT ,'lOULD oE AVAII .. .\Blli Fffii. TU_m ... I~~ UA ilf:£CZlP'l' 

~. 

. /. 

::,~n~~REt~A=~:JLt'~o_n I~Y69 ~ 
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FROH; 
TOt 
INro~ 

@ 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 

~-

,Ae . ca, :mI~ ¥..ARDIV l~G 25'0122Z .!FE6? ca) 
le nn :r~ FtlLIJOtftHG GHAlmES TO REFERE~r:m A A£~ EF.FECTEDo 

20 (S) ADD REJ~'EH .. -q::u~B.:, OG m'lf OORPSJttSG 021 915Z M.AI:69 (&) 

3-= IS: ~ D~~ LINE 2# PARA 2:& AND 8tJ'B3'1'ITU'.rE THE liOttOWINCH 

lfAND F'1i:PARIC8 W PARTIRIPATB IN XXIV OORFS OPN A?A~ SNOW IN' 

4,· U~:· DIiLElfS LID 3, PARA 2110 AF'.rER SEMI COLON AND ADD TEE 

Rl'll .. OWlliG8 ~AND CONDUOTS or~.ATI_O}f CODY :caxtTlIAiVK TO PROVIDE 
~;~ ! .. -.-'1.' ,,~~~,j~~. ,,!,~.,~':D _:t~I;-~--~-~~ .~. ~~~!: -~~,. -:.~., ,,-~. ~'" ,:_~:!~_, .•. :.L 

GF~ 

O(;U ?P-OBRL BY 
~,"$:i~.~~,-\~ no_~~ t 

'. ,I 

':'"-- .. 

,La 
\ 
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E::F'~ ~I\J COF?~ rn~GjJmB ~2i915i3 MAY s§ nnli~JBfj "KAG ORIER ~Jo.6 
TO ~"x IV r; oil' ~ (P Ofm J. 1- 69 (Uh" .. 
«(:) 1A Ii) p{~ ~ 3 D (2' (F R:F',.& PAC tF g\l (r.) A trEF'F'ECT M 100kJ OH l-i MA Y (; 
<;c1Z~·X :t (,~ GpMC!i.: Ui:: n F:F':"ECT iVE 0924~'-1 i"A Y --690 

~~. t c (fj r rf ~45 t: mllj--' "-d-'- 3~~ ;2/ ttfJ & 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET • 

i ' 

(! ~ 01/ "ZZ UU~19K 

DE UUMSQD S~4 1261330 
ZiVY SSSSS 
Z 081330Z MAY 69 
I'M THIRD MARD!V (REHD COC DGH 
TO UUMSKI XXIV CORPS TOC PH3 
INFO TASK FORCE HOTEL ~crc 
TWELFTH MARINES COC 
81 
SEC RET 
SUBJt SPEC DMZ OPNS REPORT 
i (S) 3D MARDIV 

~-

AI) {D '5/4 1M LEGHORN REM/\I~IS ASNG ND HZ'. 
(2j 1M FROST BERG REMAINS ASSNGNJ RZ.-
(2) NO TEAMS SCHED TO ENTER DMZ ~9 MAY $ It 

B¥ 3RD RECON- NO TEAMS SCHEu ~9 MAY 6~ 
2 (S) MLS-l NO TEAMS SCHED .. 39 MAY 59 . 
,'5 (5) ARVN 
A TN BAT SPIDER EXITED DMZ AT' a8162'P.'H;_ 
GP ... 4 
B1' 

304 

.. l.i"; 

~~-- .. 

DECLASSIFIED 

. I 

SECRET 



SECRET 
00 UU?ASK uurrSQ 
;)E UllftlSQD 305 1281400 
v~'{ SSSSS 
o 0>3 14 :d 'X ~ AY 69 
Fin T ~HRD ~ ARO IV COC 
TO UU)¥'SKl XXIV CORPS TOC 
UUMS(:1iIII MAr COC 
INfO THIRD fI1ARINES 
FO URT n \\1 A11 I NES 
m NT H \'Y' A'1 i NES 
TF'H 
FIRST BDE FIFTH INF' DIV (01EClO 

DECLASSIFIED 

.. 
·=.:c.="·~.···c·:" .. 

BI ~ -_-::---=::-:~~~=:--~ __ ~:-,",".-;;~:~~~ ---:'---:-::'~-'~~~=--=-- ~~",:", 

i ~U~J~ ~l) T RECON B N SITREPFOtr pf::fn&r-rrF 013 ~~ nflo-~~4;~;Y---69 
n INSERTS A~iD EXTRACTS .~ .. 
A. INSERTS COf'~PLETE ~ ... cc~~~~~ - ••.. ~. 

PAi~OL DTG COOR. -:-. i ~-? 0~n955H xif 96§'3~,:r~--~-~-~-~'~"'-'-·-~-~~f,.·~~·-··· -.~,. 
'? IH9 031010H YD· :1'324133 - ... ::. . .::. ............. -..... := ---.: ............... . 
:} 3- i (a810321 XD -754&17 . -~.--.--- --- _. . .. __ ........ . 

.:;, 2132 :2I815~0H YD 12320~ 
B .. EXTR ACT S COfI:PLETE 
PtiTROL DT r; COOR co 

NONE 
(;.. I NSE~T S NOT Cm;1?LETE 
Pp.TROL REASON 

NONE 
E ~NS~~TS PLANNED FO~ 09 ~AY 69 
PATHCL LOCAr ION 
i ~iA~ XD 7343 
.~ 3 os'? YD ~617 
~ lE2 XD 7'765 
.~ 2C3 XD 7143 
:; ?E 3 i<D t~n .3 6 
6 1~2 XD 914S 
F. \:.'X'f'i (.\cr S PL ANNED 
l~An~,)L LOCA'i'ION 
1 2A 1 Xl) 8962 
S ~~c:~ XD ;:H27 

>-:n 92-St5 
XI) 3339 
};':} Ij,illi 

FOR 

------- -----------~~- --- -

.. 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 

PAGE FOUR UUMSQD 3~5 SEC Fe E' 'i 
,:'.! 382 6)(0 g9~J~43"- ...... -~-'--'-"" 
~~:2 :; .. 1 6 XD 7~$iZ~r-"---c,,,,c"C-~-~ "'n'~"CC -'=~~'~-'C--~ 2~ IE 1 7· XD gI550~~ ........ ',,_. ... .. - .~~-"-----~-~~ 
2,i! 3fl2 8 xrr ~-!3'1F" _.=-",,,,,"~,,c',~",,::,~,,.";C''''''_:.~, .. ;,,:i:''; 'cC"''';'~'''"'''.;-;'".'.; :",,-:.~~~'-' 
25 3C .5 6 Xu ~9;~- ';-.;:-CC"C;"·-·""'--~-'~ ~~.7~~~ .. ~C=?-;~-~ ~~~~ 

26 21\2 6 XD ~4~s-:r- ;,,; ... ;;;;;::;::~ . ..::::S;. -.,'.:';.:,,: ..... .;.---':~ :,0 .. 

2', 2A3 6 XU 8"5 i f::':~d;,:o;;;d:::-;;:';;;~:'::;-':;;;';';:;:::::'~-F~ 
2'3 .'3E:3 (; X'D '~'9~'~ .. ,:f·i·i~"~'·"·'·~"":· ,-.' .';'''-'' .. , > ""'~~, .,_ •...•. e:. -, " ".' ' .' 

I'! SIGHi'iNGS i~ND CONTACTS==- ===k"-'====~=="~ -
(:.0 AT 0'31435 M YO IJzn3, (t·,;ZJ PAt1W TIOKET-aS FLYING OVER 
IHE IR LZ t'I~EN THEY S/W'Srvrn:.IT:·tffl!MY ""- I'fi~' ~H~~-ERE F-IRES MlD 
rf;td~Y TRAILS ALS~Tr;5- iY!I5'S!crff"~rA!'A"rmTE9. - =A TUT ~IRED INTO AREAJl 

GF'~4 
13T . -.•. 

. .l 

SECRET 
DECLASSIFIED 

:- '...,..-----, 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECIb:T, • =----...-

G -3 PLAMS 

~lan3 Off 

IN Y S;S~,,:~·~ ,::..L" _~-

LT rSt. Y.L' (;'UML B?i1? 3121 12 e: i 71'~' 5 S5 S~·,· U~1IfV P " 

(; 0f.<'>j ~;z r'lA Y 6£ 
F:'l" C ;~ .. {It:} CORP S PHS 
T (1 R H',,'g \:,1:\ Ie G I II M AF' DN- G 
!.~:F C iiUt'Lf~ .fllt G 10181 A EN D IV 
RUM H,/ FJ ie G 3D to' A R D IV D GH - '.'. 
t:.j. 

(AM) CEE 

S E 8 :f E T ~ 176 FRCM AV r I .. a:; 0 I1.1 MAf lIOR G3 
fU8J; CPERAIIQ\ ,APACHE 5NO~! (U) 

..I 
( 1) -'-"<-f--..L-

(2 ) ---4:..'--_ 

(3) .{;, 

(4 ~'-"*="" __ 
/, ) 

'-0'-

~,,(::) FOCCl\TAH~fi, IN SUBSE~UE~J'! PARAGRAPHS PEF:!AII$ TO 
(;PERt, T I G; A PAC HE Si~ flJ,T ~w H Ie N hJ lLL EE C uwDtlCl'ED N EA R '1 HE L 0 I ~ 
E ORDE q Sf A HI IN G 0:"\ 10 riA Y 6:;0 (-'IN D VI ILL C an IN UE FOR W ! ffi)c F' I !-In:' 
F f. RIC;) ~ _.~ c _ 

~lJ (s} rnSSIlll: XXIV C ORPS~IN COOPERlH.lrvii~ AND COORDltH111'J Hwt H 
151 ;'~::i"J D IV 9C omj tt 1 S OP11) S If,; N ORT HEm= __ A SHAU VALLE Y",SOUTHE 1l) 

DA KROil: VALLEY TO DESTROY EN8\jY FORCES A~:D INSl'ALL-! Ie!S I H DC! 
t. (;3) C~ es IJJILL EE CCWDl£1ED PY ELEMENTS Of THE PHS''; l'HD!V 
(,;\M) !.~[;D lSI ARVN D IV AS nm ICAIED: 
D~TE ill IT COORD 
I Z ~A '{ 6S 411 JHIVN YD 241041 
l!?i ~ /-\ '( 6:;' 2/) ~ 1 \'1)=-2,3 018 ~ 

4' ¥.15'5¢ 9- IIJIf!# (!_ :2. ; . ... ",1 
PAGE: 2 RUi"!LBP{l :::>E70 S EC R E 1 
j:::! f'!;f; '( 69 31 H3 7 . ~ .. 3-14:;8£1 
! 0 MAY. 69 .. .', II, Z<)""ij YC 31-4924 
11 r'1.~'{ 6S/:". :.' 3t,+·I:ARVN YD lSf?40 
FeLL (li:) 1}~ G C A ~,U1-J IT S 1.HL L SEA HefT 1 HE AHEt~ AN D1 HEr~ R IF' CHA rm S T PE 

A SH!~ 'J V fit LEY..' . ,i;;. 

1, .. (S) i./::i\ r-':AR ~IIILL C~l IN'.\' 0 £iSS ERS}{ DIE <YD 16lilZl7J 0 H 10 MAY 6!1 
A\;j) R.:f TOT HE sw '1 O~!A RD '1 HE Li~ OT IM') fORDE R .. 
5" (8) O?':Ii,'H I CN S iJ Ie IN 11 Y "1 HE LA 01 IAN BORDE R !.rIlL BE ro B U P E.D 
ii\~ ACCOHDANCE WITH Ca:'US'':ACV ~;S'~.,D1G 12272.4 F'EPSSI'SUP£ ll: RULES 
OF EN G;~ 8El)f1 ENI ."LA OS (S EC RE 1 ) (I 

GP-.q "'!:. 

BT 

DECLASSIFIED 



SECRET • • 

\. 

:'I : 

!'- LE'.G:10;-tl~ CI ~HH5:W;: !7~~!) i~r XD ~6.52 SH:)Nt 4 S~~KKS APPKOX 1 Wl< C:~-::-' 
2.::J C~'L PS;>J5 Wi ALi'! ll~G StAX.:::S PIG i\t .. t.z.' DODGt.~ APPROX 5itl SPEiri' 
~;~ CA:H ps~. WHIL~ BLO~l~G 8N~R~ 1M ~ECD Z-15 RD~ aURSTS A~fu 
(~~~.~D ARIY 5USP AV~~U~S OF ESCAPEt~ti~KRS DESI. 

f'", c. 

SECRET 
DECLASSIF~IE~D~------------"""""" 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET - • 
@ 

:t?J!,IOR!.-T 0 7cJ03~ Z HAl69 
~,,-,:~~ .... .......,.,~ 

ff'<.)f~lI W l'HIPJ) MAtWIi! (In ,IN) 
1:0 ~ f;J Ill: H 11 

1/8 E ;; if. E If/I 

THIRD 3:(:H(:E RE~(;!! CO~IU~.JU) __ 
, .'l~ , ~i" 

REF (~J (JT>mnm RJi.:coil mlfl?"l!;r..Gi-TGr., ; mar 1%9 

1" (S }iJj J .. -:-roRDANCE i-m;rr T<rE POLICES DIsCUSsm OORDYG THE SU!hiEe! (lll.,. 
FET\E1:lCf';t nm THE GUIDlJiC£ FRovrDu;!) T:lli"UEf", T!-IE .FoI.UnmrG S"l'ATUS REPOR'r IS 

.Jk i?r.\iSO~;};'EL ACl'ION ·WJS INT'fIATEO ON 6 ~.!AY '1'0 BRU!G TIlE FO.ftCE ~i 
OOY .. FAIB'F' OEl!: Hm:IDFj~ Pli:5'CE'l'lT OF' Al,lfj."lORIZ}.m }r A1~m'G L.~:V:~. IT Is F.L.M!N'.IW 

H" 2-H teem. -111.\1'1>:0 stP hit-ATE -T ' .' m:mr-FROGRAH_IS !3ElNG DtVELOPED i AND 
~tJ!T .. 1 tD:;l·;~OE I£1MEU!m'ELY UfO:U FU~l' OF (a) ABOVE. 

Co r;: IS CONSlDE.i.1KD T~-l.\T ATrUaxtUjJ !'1lNIM!JM l''R1WJDIG PWOD IS RFP 
QTJI~ P~UqR TO .A '1' £Ilw1E~~ OF sU'F-nCImfl' REI'lDINES!-l FOR nlHUTION OF 

i!<; "LL M.!JJR 'fIE ITEMS AREaU1i:-;j~J~~~I~'R AV_AIt.~i).?LE,~ __ DA.a{OlIDEilS, 
DB. 1l~~@~tTX fm@ISl'l'IOtllW" If!JERE AHE NoT iUY s:·tciRTAGES t:1HICH A.Im CONSID.~ 

\;RLi.' I c.~.:r", ~I\.J TnE 00. ME:lCEt'si1.~ OF SEPjiiV·TE FORCE rot!fP .Ii.NY OPI':RATION 0 

Eo !\E~OKMEIlD~I(;NS FOR INCREASED ScROOL Q:Jo'fA$ FOR P.AlU£I!'OlE AND SCUBA. 
~AT.J:FI(:tc:r!ON tT!LL BE 8trBMI1'TEU8EPM~Am1',. 

R!LE.JSED BY 
110 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET • 

BT 

1/ SF. crffi?/-g/I 

CO~fCEPT oF' OPERATIO~T" (m~l;:lGJ] 2-nll 
~---~~~ ~ ~--

,_ ,~ ___ ._~ .. _, -'-=--_ "' __ "' __ ,,"'~"'-'-""'_= -<:C=,",-"_"C __ -"-- __ '-
. -

····Ao Cia :arIED H"ARDIV HSG 2501222Z AP1l69 (3) 
. ~~ .' ~.,. 

10 (U) T'...IE FOLLOl'1!ltG CIDU'IGE !lO REFElRElfCE A IS EFF-mO!l.'ED. 

20 (3) :u~ LHiE 3) FABA 2Fo ClUUiGE OPERATION NIClfiwa llROM CODY 

lUGn'lHAl~K TO HASSAOIItJSE~TS BAY. 

(t:p-L~ 

CON.(:7-,ofYiIJilL BY. 4 .. Q.,-..l'v> ~_ 
!-6-3 

~ME Ii MAT69 
----~~~-+-------------- '--_._.-

~ 
$l/;,vj;) 

c· i 

SECRET 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTI. • 

00 UUMSQD j. milLBPB -~--

DE kUMLBPB~ 1125 t290R15 ?:NY C CC cc ~ - --=",,-,.~. --" ... ~,; .... " '''-''-~. -=. =~---= 
() 090745 Z MAY 69 ,- .,.., ""~~'''_'''':_~''"C~¥~.,"':;~A~'_~~:;:;'''::''''~~~= ,: .. ,-~~ W" ...... ,' 

1"M CO 1 5T INF DDE 5tH INF D IV (MECH1'QiR RVN .... -
10 UUMSQD/CG 3D MA:l DIV De-li -­
ZEN/ALL UNITS 1-5 MECH 
Ulli~SQD!CO CDC QICB 
UUMSQD/10' AnTY GP DGH 
ZEN/14TH E~Gh FSB NANCY 
~,UMLBPB/63[; ['lAINT BN QTh 
i UMLBPB/59~ SIGNAL CO taTeB .~. ".~ 
f. Uf""LBPB/5r'4TH MP Q,TCB ._. "e, ~~",,~,'e ~,-."", ••• -,';', .'~ ..• 

~T () ~. F 1 D E' N r- 1 A 1.. AVBl.<~~~1;i;=':~;~~:~··~-~::!!:::~:!!!~~-~~'¥~·'··c d~ 
SUBJECT: \WNDEi BEACH (UI . ~ 
14> (C) flEQUESi THAT "lOU r~FORy.rA1:t=ornTS .. ntit'l'"'11UKDER---BEACH 1.5 CLOSED 
AND ABANDONED AS OF rog Mf'i.V 6'1> lST~'iI~'-'T1f:lttF DIV (MECH) NO 
LOMGEH Pf OV IDES Sf::CLHdlY FOR tHE AP'EJrNOR tWE GUARDS AT THE BEACH ... 
TH~~ hO AD j'" . Oft! QL 1 TO WUND'EiI ~ACH~=rs=tltrL.OrHlEp. CLEARED BY MINE"" 
SWF.:EP TEp.r1S EXCEPT AS hEQOlr,EIJ BY 1M!' TAcrIC1H .. SITUATION (I IT IS 
!!'liPOhTAlNT THAT ALL PERSONNEl:e~E INFORMED-~nus ASAP TO PRECLUDE 
SEARIOUS INCIDENTS.... . .. .-.~ 
2.\l~C) UNITS OF' 1ST BDE, 51H~D!t'''''(I'Jf£'CHl';'.UHft-G""'-i·OoREHAB PERSON"" 
r-;EL At·!DiOi,· UNI IS' SHOULi) cnllSID'Eh -Sr.:'ND!NtlSeefJRE-1WIVGYS- TOHCUA VIET _ . " .. ;;~c",,,;c,,;. _; ~.:: u 

." i~iIIIi~~E -Wt-~-ii'_"L'!~~-;;r.-:-:--~-"':::;-~-:-
__ ~: _ ' c.::.::_--'-' ~3jj-~=i.: . .:'O ;;c--,-~--,- _- :~.- '--..:.u-,;;.i:.:;;--;~~ 

~~~GONFIDENTIAL 
DECLASSIFIED 



S[CRET -
E 
, • , • • ZZ 
DE UUMSCD 340 1291230-
ZNY SSSSS 
Z 09123["Z MAY 69 
F'M THI I D MA.,DIV (f.EIN) 
TO TASK FO~CE HOTEL FSC 
BT 
SEC ~ ElL 1 M DIS 
Arc LIGHT 

DECLASSIFIED 

1. THE FOLLO\tHNG 15 A LIST OF AJ\C LfGHlfA'RGEISPFiOPOSED IN SUPPOR Of 
OPEhATIO~ APACffE SNOW. 
2. THE FHST SIX(6) TAr:,GETS H~VE ASSIGNED TOI'S AS INDICATED BELOW. 
THE I'OLLIWING Ai E VALID TO THEIR ii.ESPECTl'JE DATES o FOUR(4) TARGETS A'(E 
LISTED AS SECQNDAr,Y TAhGETS. SECONDARY TAf1GETS MAY BE STRUCK WITH at'L,Y 

~ FIFTEEN(15) MINUTES MOTICE Phlrif1 TdiOT. -­
A. TA~GETS WITH ASSIGNED TOI'S: 
(1) QT 10,036 YD 145090 TOTI 091105H MAY~9 
YD 143099 
YD 1141"96 
YD 1121(15 
(2) QT 10,043 
YD 231056 TOT: 091400H MAY 69 
YD 239060 
YO 24~043 ALSO WILL BE STkUCK AT : le0425~ MAY69 
YD 24003f 

PAGE TWO UUMSQD 340 5 E C RET LIM DIS 
(3) QT 10,(144 
YD 22005(' TOT: 0916051t"'~fAi''''69'' <"""'~-:-~""""'"'='~'."""'"'~'~'""'"-""~~""="""""~~'''~~''''''='~''-
YD 230050 
YD 22\11(0'30 
YD 23003~ 
(4) QT 10,035 
YD 191060 rOIl 091g15H MAY 69 
YD 2000S3 
YD 209f35 
YD 200032 
(5) QT 10,(.'4r 
YD 224072 TOT: 092050H MAY 69 
YD 2340.72 
YD 224092 
YD 234092 
(6) IT 10,046 
YD 251101 TOT: 092300H MAY 69 
YD 2.450.92 
YD 2610il 
YD ~670f(~ 
B~ SF:CONDAI'Y TA:iGEIS: 
(1) QT ~465 

-_. , 
--- -

YD 2~2057 VALID: 112400H MAY 69 

DECLASSIFIED 

-- - --

SECRET 



DECLASSIFIED 

SEtRET - • 

PAGE THhEE U\.j~S(m 34~ 5 E C f~ ElL 1M DIS 
YD 212033 
YD 210056 
YD 219052 
(2) QT IP.,050 

YC C6191r VALID: 092:00H MAY 69 
YC (2;72962 
YC 0i39f'f! 
YC 0SS972 
(3) QT lC,r:49 
YC 046973 VALID: 092400H MA'; IS9 
YC e46S~3 
YC 016973 
YC !"I169f'3 
(4) QT F,464 
YD 120f93 VALID: 142400H MAY 69 
YD 130091 
YD 113r63 
YD 121r 6(' 
C. pj:F.PLANNED IAi(GEIS: 
QT 10022 

PAGE FOUL UUMSQD 340 5 E C EEl L 1 !"lD ~I S 
YD 100021 VALID: 122400H MAY 69 
YD 12f1030 
YD 131021 
YD 1~3012 
(2) Q1 l!il, 05 1 
YD 0910r2 VALID: 212400H MAY 69 
YD 1131003 
YD 0~R021 
YD 0SF.022 
(3) QT 1e,023 
YC 0i19S6 VALID: 092400H MAY 69 
YC 091997 
YC 079015 
YC 0~Sr.15 
(4) QI H'f"39 

YC 259999 VALID: 100600H MAY 69 
YD 270015 
YD 262021 
'iI, 25\004 
(5) QT 10,fI' A2 

DECLASSIFIED 

1-

·-SECRET 



DECLASSIFIED 

SEtRET -

PAGE FIVE UIJMSQD 340 SEC f, E T LIM DIS 
~ YC 274979 BALID: 100600H MAY 69 -YC 294979 .-*" '1161ii" r" ',.{.;,·~;t-~'i'''"ffl:~~~\~i'I!I!!:'!\'~~WlIi>·~~:'¥''''''4\''l!!tl"'f~''''I''i''l''L''''.'i-''' ,i"!.!!IPI'\t·.JI""',<I~'W-",~;"~_·"" '''"<~~ ••. -

YC 2S49f'S 
YC 274Sl~9 
(6) 81 10,037 
YD 235009 VALID: 1~0600H MAY 69 
YD 244006 
YD 24{rl02~ 
YD 249025 
(7) QT 10.,003 
YD 2e.4044 VALID: 112400H MAY 69 
YD 207035 

- , YD 232054 
YD 235rl45 
3~ THESE lA/GETS A~E FOhWA~DED TO YOUH HtADQUAkTERS FOR GENERAL 
l~FOt.MAT ION ONLY. 
GP-4 
BT 
340 

,,":_'1,,_, __ ;," '_"'''' .: 
SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 

v 
H' , e e ;~Z UUMSK 
DE UUr1SQD 339 1291145 
ZNY S;3SSS 
Z 1O~1145Z MAY 69 
Fr! HURD MARDIV cue (Rl:.I i~j uGH 
TO UUflSK/XX LV CUI{PS TOC P-lli:) 
81 
Sl!:GRE!LI,Vji)lS -

.. - =:. 

ARC LIGHT ~, ----c~--;:c-~~:IIf~:~--_=,-- ----

A. CG XX IV COHPS 11lSG 0:M~51. £rIAY 6~ ;._ 
1. IH IS HEAUQUAHII£i\S GI1ANIS CLl:.AHANCl:/ CO:~CUr?rt: i~Cl:. rOt( I HE. FOL.l.O\H~~G 
TARGETS: -::·i,.,o'" .. , .';"'., • ..;"" .... ."., .•.•.•• ". ",'h • .,",'" .. , 

Ao Cot! 110 ,10.52 VAL10AIIOr~ Pi.HIOD: !5l401011 JvlAY 69 
B. Q! 110,1051 VALIj)ArlOi~ P,RIOI,): 2124k?IaH~MAY 59 
2 .. T:iERE AKt:: NU FtHli.i~j)LY TKOOP~ OR RE;.G.ON 1::LiI1i:.NTS W!LHI~ Ttlt{EE(3: 
KILQ'i!~~TE.:RS OF IH~ IAt'{Gt:.I BUXli:S.,· _. . 
(P-4 . _ .'" aT ,7'- .- -::-.-. --::,.:.)c~.--~,~===-~ .--.----.----.-.---

3·39 ,. 

SECRET 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET • • 
. ~ " .' 

" 

... ?B 
n ." ..-. _ •• 

H '. -!--' ~ !\ 
"!:;<' • ", 

" iJ ;".'::Grl;JR\~ ~ 0%i'')!O AIX0 8d865 t FiG.!.} ~ 
, ",., '''Ii' ,.< ~,.,." (")',' - "'l' 1 i'i...a 7' I(\'=' 'rJyet ~X4X~1J 

,~ 5'/ ;~:;';~ ~'i'~~I 15~:~~ AliH NG~ srA~t~:-ArMi'~EFi(jWArliJ 
)C)CE ON AZI\~U'iH OF 1140 l:Hv'KRS .. & 5~~ CAL SIGHTS DEST" 

• o~· 

'~~'f r. ~,j ,~.: .. ;, ': ~ ~ 

.'~-:~~i~,~:-~0:~ ):~) ~1164j I{;l O-~S 2, ~~~ fllOV -!O~~}!tRD-5HB:r~1- ON--

·"F!L. ,. ... : l~j::rJ!!r~l! C(j~vT!~cr H f 2~\f; ~N t~JrtttDrl~!:~! ;iC!~!H 

-~-

~:::~~~~,:'i~:'j' :tjr'Ul~~lttJ~; FIi~~~ Gi f'frrt~ W'jJ~S I~,~.~Q·-~ 

:.>~. 'i'·:'~p,::'~~'JS ~:': h~\} n~o sQ.JS FL{Ofll I ~D. Sl!>U TO iUEt~FOr(C.s 1M ArH::A WAS 

;;;"'\i;,'r" '.;)1 ",~G r~l;..SULIf; .. U1 Ai~:J 2 1wO S~-5 FriOM 1 3/1l EX 1Il£D OltlZ OVE.rlLAt~!-; 
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: '> e,: l.'~ bJ;tL Ft'!~ ~ ;),11 to:, i 040 -tJ U u U'" - RI.ii'i riLA I W"IVT 
"':iJd-.. ~-

:ill>'! HVP 0(2)--z:-

.. (3)~ " :! ,~:~k? ;~ 1~'Y 69 ,.-~.-

'j, "H',,) ; Sf !~f.\Vl DN i.l 
"i ;~.<c\ . .r!; .' i ~;r Mi1 R 01 V r;;Lj 

';') HT' IG G Df'~ AN G f;f I Cffj D DN <:.i 

.. .;:. ,-~ 'j j' (; fC.:~ L. <) G cr~ t III G 
~ 'l )~-' ~~:o /,~; ~: r:~ £~ Ii V f;iJ r cr1 DO>! ti 

.~ .~ ~:.~ rt 1 G So PH b 
.: '-:7:~-H EN 2· tP ru u 

"i; ~. R/;'R' CU!.AR~ArE ri CVI-· 
, ["'J Aj :, .. ! 5T A I:i~ 1)1V CI£E 

::) it: ,~: .:) n ii) ~i D 1. V j)t;l-\ 
,; ;; ':~ /c " 1 ~: 8 T Ii hrU Y iF D dH 

::~ H; 8,~ D A Rf Y u.£~-

~~ p.;, LJ·p t~ 6::.37 vi')Ci, ... IiS 
" .'~! .,;,:. 3 ~ S1 S J li illt. L EN 

·~i" d 2f' ;;N i3arH AI~:Y doE 
. ;,\1 ,;,.) !:;~\ {j 5:?5I-t i~ 1 [1' PHt;) 
. ~'. iV.) 61 H R if S P H 0 

/; ,,'.l }-{ P 3'1 J' d'~ ilf G 
; C i 44::-i if; 11. D BIE L l!'J 

.. n' /i; .:, 6[ i-i :ilE D UP tN G 
: EN /~ j t3 ~ 5r t~CC PH 8 

. ';;~,)'Ai ;~j\ :, (; vrr 5 r,N u 
: ::;~ '> H h" LSI A lVN D IV HuE 

(4) __ _ 

. I ~ ~ ,of /I () ~ () 0 
~c/ 1-- t;-kf \. ' 
~"""-"'.\ ~~ ..... -

A -3_ 
- nr(t:' 

I r / 

2~/,,,,,,,-- ... 
/~~.--

----~:; 

':',)'t, ·:;.~n; c l)WS ()li •• AN 12-0'::1-
',-F ,:,r:KtllAffjL uTAH fiiiJNDErlBOL.T HAS [£EN APPrtl.NED FJ;t fEFiRENCt.D PLA:~. 
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SECRET 
PRIORlT!_ll % f I J . ,Z MAY69 

:m~ OG THIRD MAR nIV (REDr) 
TO f CG my C()RPS PHD 

CG III MAl' DNG 
. '" 

INro3 CG ONE ZERO ONE AIRBORNE DIV 
OG TASK FORCE HOTEL 
FIRST BDb FIFTH !~ bIV (m.iJli) 
!lIm MARINES 

SECRET 

FOURTH MARDiES 
NIN'l'lI HARltrES 
TwELFTH MAR! ES 
MAG 'l'BREE NINE 
"Ji" ADVISOR. QUA.'"'fG TiU PR.OVIl:CE 
mlan REGON BN 0 . 

COpy TO: 
Q,,,,,.2 

\ G---,3 
GSV 

RECONNAISSANCE PATROLS FOR 10 ~1AY ~o 16 )lAt 1969 

l~. russ ION : TO CONDUCT 1l.1!;COI1!'AIUSANCB t! SUE.VEILLANCE 01" 
ASSIGNh'D AREA '1'0 DE!'WlUNlS EUEMY_ ~FIIl~~:AT~Orr_ !}.if)!0R. PQ§§I13}Jf; 

ENET-1Y . BAs;!:; . CAMPS OR STAG IHG AREAS.. PLO? WAT't:R SOURCE-3, i'illl-S" 
AND ALli"AREAS SUIT ... BLl!.: FOR B.MPU" EMPLOY SUPPOR'l'Il~G AmIS OIl 

AP.PROPRIATD TARGETS, BE ESPEGIALJJY WATCImJL INn SIGN:.> TH£~,'.!' rUGIr; 
COlUfIIUI RHPORTl:3 ifIll! h'!rEIJ' nAY U!)E ~'llIS AREA FOR ROCEETjt~OR'l:AR 

~ITIONSI,' 

2", PATR.OL 

AQ THIRD MARTIrE nmSlmr (R, .n~) 

tTL Tn 0254 LR YD 0452 
1454 1652 

1251 1449 
0871 1069 

0967 106, 
()617 0015 

1009 l2O"l 
1915 2113 

2017 2'15 
UL XD 8962 1R XD 9160 

PAGE 1 OF .i. ?!Gm 
6-~ 

"". 

DECLASSIFIED 

l{)oe·14 
10=14-

10=14 
1(}..·3A 

10=014-
10=14 

10.,,14 
10=14 

10=14-
10".,14 

SECIU1'T 
~ 

(; 

SECRET 
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SECRET -,~.-.--~--------------. ,. 

r~~Flf 

RZ DAS 
ttL "tD 1928 LJt lD 2326 12-17 

]l) 6852 XD 7050 11 ... 15 
8951 9149 . 1)::.17 
8550 8748 13-17 

8840 9236- 12 ... 17 
7555 '1951 12 ... 17 

8165 896, 11~15 

~:'iSE:mo ADDITIOltt~ Th1D."!: ARE THREE TF.ANS AT nmu BELA!' 0 

1HI: 'f)f;JJ[ Pi! SIElt.a a;jJJI.f\Y It OTni P...An AT QUE:BJSO RELAY MID ORE 

.fllh~ AT JUtl 'i:'f: RBLAY'1 

J:~ ... £, . n~ SECRE'.r 

ifJF.L??~S- "JIWWlED 4d. ~:ooil~dI2f1, !IIAY6g 

SECRET 
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? U!200Z MAY 69 
;'i,': THIRD I'1ARD LV (Rl:.IN) COC uGH 
~j UUMSK IXXIV CORPS IOC fHa~ 
:1-.'[;0 QTASK fOt{Ch: HOIEL COC 
:".l!iLJi'TK MAIlINI£S COC 

? E -C R E r 
~Uli SPEC DfIlZ OP\~S lH.POiU 

DECLASSIFIED 

~ .5 HU IV! AR D I V ;;., ," <I:;: ~~~~liii6Ii_ ::= j,!f':';'];'jtf ---

'), THE FOLLOWING IMSSCKi!.DUl...@ FOlt. i~.~1!,~!_§,~~~~ :.~~~=-~=_-____ ===_: _"_.,~- -.:-.-._-
c,l) OLD COLO{H.L PREv-totJ~L Y ASSiGNeD }{Z ~ 
'S.! Ai"1AI'll>A UL c765-LR d96,j ~,. ' , - 'D;~;,',-~.~....o'"~.~~:,., __ "~,~,,, 

J I~OOtl l~ATCH UL l:Sid61:S l.K 8265 __ ~~ ..,,-., ______ _ 
:53 1/.) "'-~ ,,,c';,;.;_;:":;;;....;. .. ~'"' .. ,~, ... , •• ~,, - ..... ,,;;;;,:~" , .. " ... ,;, ,,, .• , 

:;; F Ol.L. ow L~G IMS 1:.X IIliO Dl¥1Z j 1 MAY 6.~~._.,=~_ ... _,,~._ .. :-,. '-
.~) TM NUltSi:. ! 1162511 " ',"_'''' '.--,. 
<~,) TM SA~D 1:10X 111645H "'-'_'''_'''''''''~;..Jei. ,...~.,.+ .... ;., .• ~ 

J IN f10LE SHlri 111515 H ~ . 
NO PATROLS SCHl!.DUU':D FOri 12 1"l~y 69 .... ' 
filLS-l i~O PATRUI.. S SCHc.DUl..t::.0~I~J~~'AJ-G~~,~c ~~ .. ~ ... :;C. ~~._~~ __ --+-. _____ ' __ , ___ __ 

,~ Ali V I~ NO P A nWL SC J1~D Ul.,.r.y_ F uii ii::!' !Y)A Y, GS, __ ._... ... . 
.:;;:;u4 - -------------

..=~ , __ .C':.- ---'--"--"'-_::- ~ _::..--::.-==---' ~~··""i":.~-~·-"~_----..:;.:=::;-::'-....:..~"~-"--~::- ;;-~-

-;.~~ 

SECRET 
DECLASSIFIED 
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SECRET • • 

v 
I~ --.. ---~-.-. -.,- - -.' --- ---.•.. ,-

~" 0 ~ • Z1. U U1YJ S K -~ -,_ •. d-"" ... '-""; .• - .• ~~.' 

DE UDl'lSQD 4.56 13113210 .---.-~---.-: '-*-' ------. -' '-' -~-.-,----.---,-"-. 
~NL I~~~i MAY 5:1 ,C \ \ \ -~\~\ ;;..~:~~ 
Fi"'i THIRD MARDIV (HldiD COC iJGH . \ 
TO UUMS!{ XXIV caMPS rOCPtiB -- _ 
!NJlO TASK FORCt. ROll!.L coe -'= . 

lii~:L"rH MAR INi';SCOC ,."-:.~",,-,,. -~-'''.-~-

t3I #.-c._.,_, -,...,:~~_~~(~~._ ~~~'EF~~~i'_~?,~"~~~~:k-~~~--"-~" ~""4."" -f"~i 

SEC R ~ 1 -:-;; --"""':: -~, - ,~,:---~;:..;.:-:::,~_,:,.:.,-~,.;_-~~~~,:.....:..._"~:.._:.::::;:::-~~~.:::~:... ~,-~,- "u.".~~.:..,; 

SUi3J: SPEC DrQZ OPt~S R~fORr ---.·-r~. - ~~-=~ __ 0_ ------~---

1 ! 13 ~ '~--~~:~.- :--:~~~~~:T~"~;"·":;!~~ "~-'"i':::~~ 

Ii.. TWO ADDIT lONAL 'fLY! FROi'l 1I3 ARE -SCHEDl.n .. ~. TO EMTr.R Rl OCCUPH.D BY 
!M MOL£SKIH o ~ ,*.1~~\''''~· \." ~",,~~--F,-'l'F'.~--" _~".;~ +-';',,.-:_- '_lI,· 

THIS RZ W ILl.. S~ l!.XPANDr..D TO UL 98&6 LR 0lG5""T£t1S TO ENTf:R ARt: = 
(!) NURSJi j hHi30H OPERATIONGAT TERt'lfJ.N:AL P'rSl~86ba 
(2) SAND oOX 1 hHj311H O? 1!:J1 AI rtfG AtrErlftllNAb PI 99566;. Tr'lS 
WILL EX 1 T 1l14l')r;H MAY 69 . . - ~._ 

a IM NURSE ENI.c;R iJi1Z 11~730 H MAY 69.' ~. ~. 
c.. TM SAND BOX t.iHi:.H!:.D Ut.lZ 1l~o31l1rl ·fIlA.Y. 69 .:-" 
Do 1M HOLt SKIN E.NH.R!:.D DNZ11l?.lS13HMAY 6;r~-:: 
GP';'4 ';0. ~ ~C'i""~~~~~!iiI!f'*_~~~~~"~~""""-<jif.-'~c""~'-~"'i '---i 

BT E '--··:-·~."·1:','~~ .... ~~;~~,,~,::e<:~b-c"l[·'l':i:~;j';~;-;:=:"'c,,:·l""E~~~'" 1 
.-~-

, ~. , 
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:::-10 .-~ ';'1~~) 
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SECRET • 

VVVV -, 
•• ettzz UUP1SK 

D.I!: UUMSQD 456 13 118tJ6 ~ 'I V '2 -?J 
ZNY SSSSS ~ I ' ! 0 :7 U 
Z 111806Z filA'! 69 / ,f) X y/ iJ 
FMllilRD MARDIV (rlr.I!n coe UGH C!'I-/ 
TO UUMSK XXIV CUrlPS Toe PHB 
dT 
SE.CRJ!;I 
SUBJ: DMZ INCID~NI 
13-131~2 

( AMPLIF'lCAI10ii"i't;f,MSG !.5-131~1 (3D MArWIV) 

1 (CL 1I3/4 
~ OCCUPYI~b CO PAI~OL BASi 
3. DEFENDI NG SAM!!: 
4 XI) 911644 
5 XD 9108661SHDI'1Z 
G .. NONE 

7 CONTINUALLY OCCUPH.D nus POS :lINe!:. 20 MArl 69 
8 K/3; 4 ~32654 " = 

9 Rl!:F' MSG 13"'131-j ~ '., 
1~ J)lSTAi~Cl!. F'~OI'1 t.l~ TO F'H POS 351610 !1-lHS 
I:$2MM CAPABLl!. OF' THIS RAi'HH:. 
11 REF' MY MSG 13-131-1 
FINAL REPOriT 
GP-4 
at 
456 

~, 

DECLASSIFIED 
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SECRET • 

NNNN 
Of e 1le ZZ UUMSK 
DI£ UUMSQD 457 13111:h16 
ZNY SSSSS 
Z 1118~8Z MAY 6~ 
FM THHW MARDIV (Rt-IN) coe uGH 
TOULIMSK/XXIV CORPS 'foe PHd 
l'T 
S I!. C R II.: r . 

'. '. 

SUdJ: DMZ INCIDtNT (3D MArlDIV) 21-131-1, 
1 (C) SUBM lAW iJA 21ti5"'R: 
L 12 IH MAR 
M YD 1d05662 SHDf') Z 
N FO ~ArlCROFI 61A 
o 112010H 

PACT MIRS . 

• 

Q( 1) A/1I3 (2) OG~j,J~Yl.!i(L"~~iL..fAII{OL..~J:i~~.E..",,l~J=JJ~f.l;:.-,-..vi.l.~G "c.a .... 
PA1'i-WL.. rlASl:: (4) rtf 00 m2~- (5)f:.!~ k105S62 SHUN'£: (6) Nl::G CAUS. 
(7) occuP FOR L.ASr .) DAYS (d) e/ll'> (99'1659) (9) RE.QArlIY 
SUPPORT F'ROllJ 12 Itt MAR < h»R£C 6-d EZ'MM £Ill rl J1 L~J.);;) INPAcr ON iIi OK In 
R 112ItJl~K-2106H ~- . 
S AI U 12 ( 116 5 ) .-
I 2 ~)P 67HI!:Q 
U MOR'f,AH SlLl:.l'~C.t::D 
2 (U) INITIALI FINAL rlLPORT 
GP-4 
J:ll 
457 
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SECRET / 

I.' . 

PRIOHrrY~ /.:290 :s:t.. M .. I-tA.Y69 

FHg co- 9 rrnnID M!RDIV (HEINl roB 
TO: GO; :rII l-U D1D 
nui'{): CClm VFORVREP Dl~ 

0011, ~HIRD lifOB DW 
CO:tl, THIRTY SEOOUD NOR au.: 

Dl1APrER 15 : DOHI JKC 
SEC DIV ENGR mONE 00 H 3215 
01.010 ~ 

00, RQ,BN THIRD l~DIV (REIN) Q.TR 
co ~ EWVEliffrr E~R BIS OOR 

SECRET 

III HI • .,F ,Ii'OR E~R 

TSFC REQUEST #194 

Ao PORO 1l013olB 

1" IAW REF ,(A). IT IS l{EQUESTED THAT THE BELOW ;LISTED 
TSFC BE FURnISHED TIlE mIlT IIWICATED; . 

Au OANTOUIEm (PORTIOll THEnEOlr) 

B" 1153 9 ll,~ 500 1,!A.N l'ESSlIA.LL _ 

Co N/A' 

D~ (1) '79 ... SEA1lT.1rS W/OOlIDRETE DECKS 
-- -- - --------------------------

(2) 1 - 500_ l1Al!J~S~~o_~~c~~_--- ___ -~ ________ ~ _________ _ 

(3) 2 - 16x32 SHOWERS 6--1 \):,,j 
Po aUA VIET 

G" 11TH EIDR BN 

H~ lEO s 3D lUDIV (REIN) 

I" THE FOLLOWIIJJ OHAWES III TH'.S TAOTICAL DISPOSITIOli 
OF TEIS DliISIOl:I NECES8ITAr.t:.E THE ACTION REQUESTED: 

(1) REVISED FORGE STRUCTt.rRE HAB REB'UIJl1ED IN 1ST 
Al!fRAC lUI BEIl{G, FIRST, PLACED IN A CADRE STATUS AND; '-

SECOND. REl!OVED FooH TlIR DIV AO,: ,"'-

f!:? (lH so~~ B~Oo~N~u!E~.~ !(~lo~~~O~ollfJ!O AMrMO SEADET 
PilI e-tV61? "'1\ 

DECLASSIFIED 
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SECRET • 

{3} RERA.:3 INF aN WILL BE .POBI'lIDlmD ON NORTH BANK OF 
r,U.:~" 'JIB'I' WITH ADDITIONAL M!SSIOB OF EXPLOITATION/REACTIOIi 

}j\QRjH~ F03 C~:rIl\1GENCY OPEa.I\TI6N5~ 
, 

(4l IN LIlfE WITH THE MACV POLICY OP TUBING A BIGGER 
PAP'!' V.l' jnn~ WAR OVER 'l'0 OVN ~IlA'r PART OF TEE DIV AO OK TS 

G1J1",P OF T OIn:IN !fOR1'.ll OP ;~~iWlt,(LUA..ltlE!lLWlj.,~1JlL~D_.O!IER 
t't'i) 'll'l'C' 2';''<' ... nuu l:n;tI"'lM . 
• R ... J:y;:, _, AU Y"1) 1'Wtl.l' .. 0 

(5) THE ABOVE P..IDU OONTAIBS .THE OP .AT OOEANVIEW .Alm 
?L.ID,i; (l(J}W:Uff SIZED lXUU" BL.e\DE POS:rrION A'1 a~ 

(6) THE ARVl~ WILL Be ASSUlUNG RESPONSIBILITY POR 
DRF1':W3E OF OOEANVIEW ON OR ADUUT ,1S lUI AlID SHORTLY 

TBERgAItTli;R o...q. rlILL .BE DEACTIVATED . 

(1) , THEREFuRE" l'HIS DIY MUS~ AOQUIRE NEW FACILITIES 
EOF;;lIT OF rilE CUA VIEr TO ACOOl-tiOD.A1?E OlE INP BN WHICH WILL 

BE (iHAIlGFO WITH AN ADDITIONAL 11ISSIOli 0.1' ,l!;XPLOITATION/ 
RE£,0TXUi FORCE FOR C,)tr:tINGENOy-oPERATIUNSo 

J <: (l \ IT Is ~QT.)E3TJm TU'kr'''''NAVAL OONSTRUOTI oB,;uPORCES 
FlE tr,/;S~Tl WITH OOllSTRUGTION OF MESSHALL AND SROWERSo 

!.2 ' IT 18 REQUESTED THAT THE 11TH SNQB BU BE TM~ 
~i IT;: a uNS'l'RUCT I ON OF SlSAHUTS 0 

{J) IT IS RECOHl'1E.NDED 'rHAT. SUB.lECT PROJEOT Em 
AS~TGNEDPRIORITY 80SV' ON .3D MARDIV COBSi' PBI LlSTo 

I 

SECRET 
DECLASSIFIED 
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SECRET' • 
't,' • .. 

~. H!!.769 
! 

FROl{: OG TmRD I-iARDIV (REIN) , 
1'0 I OG XX):,V CORPS (ATTJ~ a..-J PLAliS) PHil 
1100:' OG :L0lSI' AEN DIV (;AI!) 

1ST, 

IISEfN.ETII' 

POINTS OF aolf'fA.(j~ FOR ,0 a: P YIA tiERS ("0') 

Ae CG ifiIRD HARDlV I..tsG 07USOZ FEB69 (a) 
B. 00 xx;tV OORPS nsa. 18l.45SZ DE068 (3) 

10 (U') RE:.Ei'EREtTCE A ~3uCAlTgu.r~--,,_______ _ ___ _ 

a., CBl AS .REQUIRED BY REJ.iERENO:B: Eo!' 'rHB POLLOWIJ,iG OPFICl!RS 

WILL AOf. AS TLIRD :HARDIV {REI H) POINTS 01" OON!:fAaT (POol 

ron c &' D lfA TT.ElRS: 

PRIYsARY: ~TOOL H~ L. COOKed 320.3) 

ALTERN.A.~' MAJ liS! ]i. nBaPAH (PH 32(3) 

3. (a) OFFICERS DESIGNATED BAVjl !roP S2CRJi"T CI-EARA.HCESo 

. --" _.- --- _ ... _.- ... - - -_._-- --_ ... _--_. ._.---_ .. -,--_ .... _---"-- _.,,- -_ .... " _. _. - --
.•• , ...... ----,.- .,. .. ",. ~--.-~ ...... ,-" ,,,,< . 

f/i R_/~=-·~.'" _~,~~~~',~H MAY~9 
6-3 ~ 

~'J 
Ci~~. . 
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DECLASSIFIED 
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SECRET 

- -----------------------
l~ AEl ffRE-Sar:~ ItI r-wJ3 A XllE L'f.tTYAt :aEl&.SE OF l1Wlf/!·l».'fiGt! 
P}J~R?Afj!:n:IG TD'~HI Tl\ ... CTIrtA,T" aFERt'lIOH 1.f.!:LL m ItWE m %-1AC1l' 1mEN 
TiI '"?IF /!o111TIJil'1ll' TllE CGlIIANlJER. CONGETJ:UID 'M R.'fJ:1Etl~F" Of BUOll: 
nm!;:~iQ~Y,>Ti(iI-i:iu~ Nffi;~Abm0lEL{{ AFWbT TEE SECURm'OF Tl-lIS 
CiF~iA-\'j;: 

DECLASSIFIED 
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--------------------- -
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SECRET 

,., 
n''' HZZ UUf1:SK ---- ,-- --I~ ~ 

DJ? 'UMSro 513 1321135 
Z: Nt SSSSS 

e~ 1:21705Z tr'AY 69 "' 
FI"nHRD f!'!ARDIV (REIN) roc DaH 
'ro ;J1JrtlSKIXXIV CORPS TOC PHB~ 
iNFO TASK FO~C E HOTEL COC __ 
fhlEL FT H ~AR INES CDC 

L ..... ~ " 

. -~-

_~-:-~~ _c==-=~_=~~ ~-_~=:_~_~=:-;:_____ --------------
BT ~--~~.±" '----:--: ~.-.-:.--- -.- --~!""' -.---.= . ...,...,...:._. "~. ,=-.'~-~~-'-'~- .. "-::.::"~~~--"-~-'"-~'~---= 

SF.CRE:T ..... ~~ _~ __ ?~ __ ~_~ •• ~~;~;~~~~;tJ,_ ~:~J~~~~_£~~T;~;:~;.I~~~~,~-~::~~~~ =_"-l~: 
SUB.J: SPEC DMZ OPNS REPQBt -~ 

~ 3RD (\'jAR D IV c, ,,' - ~;,~:.",~.,;:,,_"'.,~1;IE :_.,~,~c,.~_"'_~~':~;'d- ..Ic,~ __ ...: _ . 

I~. Hi SIDEDISH IS SC!-fEDULED TO lNTER DM~._ J~,0~ H R.Z -'Jl,.~~067 LR );'1.66 

513 
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SECRET • 

If! e 0 II alZ UUMSK /0 )a I](X ,Il! _I' f ~;;>_~ 
DE UUM SQD 543 1~31014j - ~~~ 

Zt'l!'f SSSSS 
Z !3~145Z MAY 6~ 
r-r'i ell IHIRlJ MAtW r V( Rr..lN) coe uGH 
TO UUMSK/Cj3 Xi\lV COrlPS lUC PHd 
81' ~ :'~.-

SECRET 
SUBJ; SPJ£C lX1Z 0PN!;) Kl:..POHl 
i" (A) 1M Sll)li:I:HSd iIHl!.tH:ji IHE D[lfl" fl.!- 13il!d!0H 

~-

BY 

SECRET 
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SECRET • 

... "Z! TFH FSC .. ---<: \) \-\~ \-\ ~\ fJ--
DE UUMS(D 551 1330~3!J - \ <tJ \ 
ZNY SSSSS =-
l 130838Z \lIAY 69 
F'M CG THI' D ~A, DIV U E1 N) COC- DGH . 
10 TASK FO;C~ HOTEL FSC 

:~ QT If,C5f XD i41222 
XD ~45231 
XD t;5):i'213 
XD f62221 

------~ 

p-

:~!t (5) SECONDA" Y 1GT5 ~lAY BE STRUCI{ WITH OWLY 15 MINUTES 

~W!!CE PEID. TO TGT. -

5. (5) IF V!\LIDATION TIME CA~N01c9E~"1'I'!E:T R~EST YOUR LATEST 

POSSIBLE TIME. _ 

,c~., (5) f EQUF.ST YOU NOIli'Y nus HEADt[UARTERS- ASAP WITH CONCURRANCE 

/CUiJ ENCE. INCLUDE THE STATE-MEr.!! THEIE -Af~O-F'R!ENDLY TROOPS 

Or ;'~CO~: ELf.t'r:ENTS ~J1THH1_ THUJE (3)lITI:OMEttns OF TOT BOXES. 
-- - ~= -- - - ~ - -=-=---:-=-::-~-----~ 

31 
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.. 
MS. PRIORITY 

Uli~(SJ CH=46D 
lO:1 50$' 
102-501/503 
111 401 

. 3Ql 

10 ~lS1;r 101 STD FRAG 
l.~ I-:iSN 102 STD FRAG 
10 lffiN lO~ STD FAAG 
l~ MSN J.Oh 3m FRAG 
10 lmN' W~ SID FRAG 
1.0 11SN 106 8TD FRAG 
1., lIDN 107 STD FRAG­
l~ l·i&'l 3.08' STD FRAG 
415 S;HIP RUN 
60 Ae FU LZ KIW'I 1300 DZUSS S'l' PliJL l,SPAX 

Bo PU UBS ST PAUL CONT DZ LZ KIWI WAX 
76 Ai,L ZONES SEO(lRE 
1~ MSN 111STD F~lAG 
l~ MSN 20,3 ST'D FRAG .-. 
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ITS MISSION" 
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DIREC'l'ED TO TURN IN EVaa~~O nSG BRAvOs- - ;",~.-

" .,of .. ' 
L. 

UrIn: lJIC QTI 
HQBN, THIRD }I.!utDIV ~.30cn. 14 

HQB'rR!' T'vlf:IRTFf }fAR 1:;301· 10 
HQGO $ THIRD MAR 13101 1 

3" HqBI-J THIRD llilRDIV me 13001 HAS !'JOT REcgnw1m...s6 t s FOR 
SUBJ PROOR~l;f. ~.-

CCN __ 25'1 ie • .IlELlLUlID B>':. ~J.jU ~o __ .H JiAy69 

(l L CEo (,._~\ ~c 

DECLASSIFIED 



llU31S • 
){~C\X:( 
00 Utft1':;~~ UliliiSQ 
DE UUMS1) 1054 1441600 
Z i~Y SSS5C) . 
o 24 !6fHl! MAY 6~ 
wi THIRD t"lARDIV COC 
TO IHfiISKlhlnV COHPS TOC 
lIt;ftiSQ/I II \1AY C OC 
INFO THIRD !liAR tilES 
FOtJRT H MAR Ikt:S . 
wI ~T H i'lAR INES 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 

'rir:H: FORtX· HOTEL., ..... -- .------.----.- --.- .-.--------- - .. 
1ST BDE 5T H I NF D IV (MEeHl 

G ;' eRE T 
I .. b·'qJs ~D RECON DN SlTREP 
2424(311.;: f.1AY 69 
IIM .. IN~':~T S A ~lD EXTRACTS 
A6 INSERTb OOMPLEl'E 
PATROL DiG CO OR 
I 2E 1 24 t4i~.. )0 353227 
2 leI 24i43'3H "D;3:72~33 
3 1 B:3 2.4 1431l1H ·tt.102483 
1: ,382 24! 4312:H YO 3w.~~"H~3 
5 3D t 24 i 50'ID XD 88;~~ t 

. 
ffiGE T~iO UUMSOO 105 4 SEC R 
G 3D 2 24 !510H XD838483 
Bo EXTRACTS COMPLETE 
?Al':iiOL DTG COOR c= 
Q! 1-1 241..,'mi )(D701S4~ ~ 
2 iE2 84 H3l.fK XI) 77343? 
3 3E 1 241145H XD9SS4\11 ~ 
4 lA2 2414 15H . XD ':);'33\;9 
Ca INSERTS NOT C Otv:?L.E!E 
rH'!ROl.. 
! !A 1-1958 
2 3C3~11~2 
::; 3C2"'7'N';6 

,,--' . 

D~ EXTR;'C!S ~jT ~)MPtETE 

~"1' A N{~ED F(H=t 
~9~a5(0; 
~{):; '; ~r? 

REAS(' W't" 
·N1GH HI!I1S 
INSERrS· 
88,34~ ~. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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llU3"lS • • 

~" ',- ,< ,~) i":n 7 7 ~;2 
~~';, :;,;~<:~F~~j.:tr8 ~'':,Ll4~\;r~Zt~ t:-en 23 i~1AY 69 

~ :;, -~ ~ ),D:Z; E~ 1 9 
.~~~ _ L~OCf~!lt}-~l-Df -D;·~E-F~-AJ-i:-~\l{:~ 
~,.~ .. _ ~ ~·1~ 

PAiROLS AS O-F e.~24G@.f- pi;:,y C9 
LOCA1H'!-i~ .-

., -t ~~CVBf:. lf~ 
r . '-.' \ ~~_~~ 

, 'f 
- . 
,~ ."1 

'.:; 

.~: ~~: R ::::/ ,iC ~~) 
~,:: ~;~ ;'i)?-

'.:.' . 

,.' ' .... 

," E. :J 

3 
8 
7 
1 
1 
4 

YiJ 333520 
XU 9 78559 
YD05:7Z'·7~ 
YD09?!374 
'!D 09737if 
YDi451S5 
YO :; fJ2·:~ ~l3- -

-4 (/(;) 1 i 5 'r]5 
SU3.,2r;I·;2 'iD 2 f36624 
Q.1L:)469 i1) 349"4 
5tlU~5G4 YD 25664$ 
GUt, ;? \3 65 YO 2 36 657 
5 Vi) t -r3 g 8S-~~·· 
S YU 2231 :;5-=' 

("'~ 

~ . ..J 

'7 -. 
I 

" ;;:~~ 

~~ 
.) 

'7 
f:; 
r;:, 
,:" 
t"') 

;) 

' . ., 
~) 

R L 

)m')24533 
(m~G6336 
XD8532~~7 

XD 187545 
'f YD 094335 

XD ~:j7$·3~3 j 
XD9G94'31 
Yf.H11'.~ 1(-5 
YD i 1:~0S'g 
~fD 00233·) 
XD 8,3 74 ~r3. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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SECRET • • 
'''''. ' 

------. - ----------

., . 
• ( 

-;;-- .. ~ ~- - .-------------~ 

.' 

_-,.':.- .·:,:'.-~~~\:::iJ S;{'; F{~~fIoiF.:S,~ AC CO.~IDUc!ED 'i-\RT~'f MISSI09 '{11Th U\~a~ 

~~ .. ~~.~~ :.~. :; T5~ 'I" f'! IS C~D~T7f~~!j:irJ8 !ilISSION{i 
-_ ~ :-c ~;:!~ ,; ~C:f \-, 7'13,:·,3 (3~;~) NCOtl1,..t:h\TCH OBSERVEr 5 ENEMY IN 

,--.--:-. ,;,'/ !;iCiE;T; 2RE;:;:z; S:7~:rr::'s" ri~ (,AU •• ED ARTY iHSSIO~l lH'!H L'M 

,_';c-·-~.:~: '~:-::-:r:;~_:r3z_ Til] HI C~;:('-"~'rNult~r:rrH§SIONli 

SECRET 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET • • 

':!·;:,,;";~;..~~~~~='::'="~~:'::=""i.~::~:.".-:".r~!:-";,\~. ;,:~.-~,.,:,"';.:,!---,:,~ 

~ . 
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SECRET 

BT 
SEC-nEt 

• 

SOBel I SPEC 1iMZ OPMS ,)[pOn! 

-"-:. 3ttJ) MAti 0 IV 
:.: .3,I\D "ECON 31 

/ .tMDti 1\1 ilHI 1£51 
A01,H {1lAY 69 

lP-4 
Bt 
01SJ 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 

• ".f- .• :. , 
... ,,"': .• i', ~ ... ~ • 

---,"-*i,.l""~C~ ~,.~~ ,.~ .. ",c:.",-, 

DECLASSIFIED 



SECRET 

•. ~ I'! • ~ • zz UlJ('lS'K 
'u~ Uij~SQD i~i~ 145e,~~ 
o:Y ;\jCGC 
r. 250)~0Z MAY 69 
tN INItiD tI1AnDIV (nEUJ) CO.; DllH 
ro UUMSK/XX IV COlifS TuG PHS 
ltdFOh/TASK l'i,OCE HOlEL. 

;;7"'4 
Elr 

10&3 

TWELFTH MA~INES CDC 

DECLASSIFIED 

~' . ," " •. ' 

DECLASSIFIED 

" ' 

iflf: 
! 

1 ; 

, ",' . , 
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SECRET • 

SECRET 
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SECRET .\ • 
ZH~\Y69 

liLOH: 
TO: 

OG THIRD 1-IARDI'V (REIn) 
TFH . 
~1flIRD UI\.RI 1m3 
FOOTITll hAItI H~d 

l() (3) THE FOLLOWIUG SE~u~rc:m OF BVlill:TTS IS PROW.iLGATEp· FOR 

PLAlUUtJG PDnPOSESo 

DATE Ul{IT Jfi0l'l TO - - -
26MAY 3/'4 {~~ CUA \;:r}:!J! JD.l·lAJ.-l AO 

2/:;( ... 3D .NAR AO aUA VIET 
---- ~---~-

28l'f .. AY RIl1AIHDIi!l:'t 311+ QUA VIET ~ MAR AO 
RElIAII\IDER 213 3D 1>lAR AQ UA VIET 

29I-fAY ~(Q~ aUA VI~ 3D MAR AQ 
3 ( ... 3D l{AR AO vOl? 

( .3).MAy B~IPDER 2~ _ilTIA VIET ~ HAH AO 
. 'iAI..)lDm 3- 3D !{Ait ~o oa 

GP.",4 

GON.3281z TIME EMAY69 
.;1 __ ---....... 

~~I-L/IG.(SPl. s vcJ 

SECRET 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 
-*.--"y-- , ,1 

'ik :~:~~I 
;"- , , , 

." - -~.- .; ::~~"~ 

" 

. ·':!',f· 

p 

,.:,,' "~" 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET • • 

III, LiG~Tlmr'CiF' OPERATr~G 
p;:\ IR ~)t M~~· . 

PA TR fjt S A 5M 2524~0u ~A Y 59 
. L OtJ;qT It'}f~"'""" " '. 

! ~ !H 1 ~ UBA Tf7i 3 
;[.: ~~/?otK S 

:;~ 2CE ~R/ OP 7 
4,; 28! RR/90FH 1 
.:. 
..! i~ 

'" 

ie2 RR/OF 
~HS RRI 90P 

I", 111 10 B~R/OP 
g, lH12 4 

7 
4 

"' 

)t) 3!052F~ 
XQ 978559 ,~ 

Vi> 99737' 

~ .. 102 AMBUSH TI\1 6Llt3~13 

" , ;}T i IV! R U C:H T III '6UL·3 459 '\0 3'-4.116 9., 
i ~ :2D Y (\i\1BUSH T~ 5Q2 7~4 F 1) '274(;':'Z: ' 
,,,.,, :;L;·:: Ai'llUSH H1 61.1":. .. 26tci2 YD 2S:;:~2~> 

'13,) 'iA { 7 )(l) 7115' 7r-
~ .. ;~ 3;~;~ 6 . XD 9e;3473--- . 
!5 a !E:f. T'1ffi"-'c~4!531~ 
!t5, .2'] .. 3 7 . X-O '%'l:s1)21.~:;C 
:.:;JUUQUUj9UUUUmJ!juUutmUUUUlluvW~f ',.', ,~. -6 

JC 
;r.O.J 

i9,-\ 
2::'1~ 

2 
. 
,j.", 

2,2" 

;:,A2 
2~9 _H ... 

ms 
~C2 
282 

8 :,.XJ) 773;4r 
1'til 09433r 
S':XD 'l6249f!'-

9 XD 789544 
~ XD 1~30S[f~ 

23~ iC i IS ¥.} 0~58F 
2~~ 3D2 6 XD 85 1459'" 
1~.1~ SItlHrr~16 ~ J~G'f-iACT!i ~'-- ~~~-- ,~ 

~: AT 25!23'"?k. "~24151 (182) ;t!A~S~ALt1fAtL F(}U~!D A TRAn. 
2, \<'1: W!!)F: t1Uft!tHrj{~ ~;;' ... W!S~· T"'1 FOL[Ovl£Dmn T",1!:r~ SET tiP 
VF" LA7:i:R I'll :<10VED 10 :,lEW POSITIO:~. TIVI 1~"EN HEARD p!t)IJE ... 

;,;:: ~E" E [\!E~l 'I raT IATi!:D sur i-iE SUI.. T ING tNT m WI';. Tl'i . 
8;~0i(E C~ji.rIACT Am IJ f'l10vED TO L7.~'r!1·ESTmTE5 E!I!E,I'1Y 
","-"I'>L ,_,,),r,,.., '" 5 \\''""G ... I ..... eo -A Klilt O~l I':'YT~cr ".·~vc. 1 , .. br. ",- '" ! ~ 1':<:t:. IH .'-1'1 ' •• ,:"_J\ nft', • -, '" ~ 
3. AT z~ 1230H XD gg?304 {~D D. JAlv'~R~A ~ HEARD ,!':'QVZ:t'E~,r AP?ROX 
,~0 VET'::>:::: T'J ~iv:o TM TNEr.! OB~RVl!!} 3 E~P· n, ~t'J'1ft CRATE~ 
~~,[} 2b TRF:F: LINE. TM At\lD ENEMYiEXCf.rIN;EiJ SAF REsttl~G IN 
2 E~JEf·jY.KI.t;,. WH!L~ MOVHIG TO XU ~73:2Jr:'E1 A'GA!~ ';'ADE'''CQl\llACT 
::.::·tJt:r:Fl~ H~ ~ [N\£W'{ K!A~AO A~F/W O~rf)fATln~ TOOK AWF SECRET 
:':'1~LE F'/v} rlAiJ"'=. SfRiKE'S 'fM~Ahl E~.,tMy ffu~lr.lG RFRO"1 AREAo 
.. , 

DECLASSIFIED 
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SECRET -. • 

p~ t'l? FIVE Ul¥.~;:;oo 1 H'~ ~ E C Ii e: 1 
r~ l'JA 5 EXIRAcn:n AT '194;H. .. 
:":~ A l' 25 i4001i XLi <}.M1iSl@ (3A 1) lUCKY PutlCHHEARD U~)K SIZE "'lO~rAR 
TUBES F'IR I?1!G FiH),"1'j XD 928")22 XD ~S()6 i" 1m ~l~~~. 1M CALLED 
ART Y :11 I SS!ON ml XD S2 8~22 A~1) xn q6S\§J~j T ,",E~E WERE (7) SEco~!DAR y 
EXFL I)qIOf.I~ AT- XD 9:?g~2 A~·!D un ~CONtM-RY EXPLoSIONS AT 
Xu 9c9~ 16" P'l T l-Ir.:;.J H£A::1D ~IJVEhlF:~! A fit) O~SERVE!) J E~fE~Y 
A',-.1E!\ R I Me GRI~E",J liT IT n rEt: RUSH COVER A.~:CARRYI ml liNK ! vPE 
'=1IF'LE. 1M THE~ OB~RVED ir::~~M"YTO THE'°"ORr~ 30 !\I!ET£'RS A~D 
j I ENEfliY TO THE !':~ ~- A~ilJ -"~El\TEMY TO T~:\ln~:~. '1'"" fl'fOv£'O 
TO LZ t\ T t5~0P'# A I) 4"D l/V! fY·.! ~Al Ifj~! TO')i{ AWF Est To BE 
30 C!-'d .. " T/I.'.1 DRnpPSD ·);-.~'.UH!CE O~ 1)U~KE~SRERttTIMG I~ NUP.1REROUS 
SECO~JDi;;:';Yi EXPLO~Im!s., 11£ ~xrRACT ~ELo~lO!1K ~gJ(ns O~ 
r.:x r RA CT A T 1 845 H" "~ I 
GP~ 1& 

- f-, 

131 
~.1{i15· SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTiAl 

., ',',' ' ..... " .,n ...... ~.''''''''~.~' c , r ... , .,' •• ,. ___ ~ ._._. , •• ~_ ... ,.', ., ••••• '.a......--_~' 

PA SE T t-R EE UUM 5Q 1569 C ,0 NFl D EN I I A" L 
TRI PROV TOTALED 58 MORT RDS AND. 24",RKT HDS IN 6 INCIDENTS, 
RE SULl ING IN 9 KIA AND 9 WIA (EVAC). CTELE'CON, XX IV CORPS) 
7. 26t.f001-262400H: INCOMIMG HPT'D BY US AND F1,lMAF' THROUGH­
OUT IC'TZ (MIN~:$. QUANG TRI MOV) TOTAUW' 13 "'lORT RDS AS 
FCLLOW'S: 1sr ~a,oIV RPTtD 1 INCIDENT, 'REC'O 5 IVJORT RDS, 
RE SULl I MG IN (~jk~ CA S); A"'1ER Ie!,. D IV HPT 'D II NC IDENT, REC 'G 
8 MORT RDS, RES1JttING nJ 1 WIA ([VAC). cre:ut,CON, XXIV CORPS, 
1ST MARDIV, 2!1iD Ri)~C PDE,. AMERICAL DIV)' . 
S. 26~AVt THERE WERE 26 INCIDEm'5 IN THE D':1l .. 26 TGTS 
wERE AT~tn By ARTY, NGF' AND AIR~TRIKES. . 
9. 260710H DELAYED RPT: ell) LINH CYD235723) REC'!) 10X 122M/i1 . 
RKTS WHICH wERE LAU~CHEn, FROM WIT'HIN THE SHDf't1Z. NGF Ap.!) 
ARTY WERt;' F'lRED ON TH[ SUS? LAUNCH SITE WITH UNK RESULTS. 
RE Sut! s!~.' ~F KIA A Pl.!}) ,2 R F' WIA. (TELE:C ot-J,' 1· COR PS) , 
GP- ij" . . 

BI 
151 S9 

NN~JN 

f-.~ 

" 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRETIN <'IF 0 R N 

001r_~,~J~~"~ 
n.(;lilln!]t;¥O;;;!.£~ .... Z HAY 69 

CG ~lru?':J riAll rrr'l (rnrm) 
CG T"",Sli F<RC1: IIClI'DL 
'2t!lRD WRIIfJ,3 
F01R;J.lJI IWllltJS 
Irr.llTII HiilUIm3 
~,lE!JfT!I l{j\.Rli.rm 
FmST TIDE F.tJ!''l'II I:JF :DIiI" (l:.1;n) 
mUG & TIAS}.J COUlD . 

~Uf.1Kl ~l_11MJ~,COr.RD ~ 

~::~~~~ 'w~='"='-~ -\;;" 

~i.,) CG TrrmD HiR mv 1814:?OZlrov G3 (0) 
Il" ~Jfj.a'f uUt 5~n (0) 
'.J" fJ.ilIDX D (mu;: su;.~{R~1! COffilIDL'..TIOIi) TO ~ IWt mv LuI 1.-G9 (s) 

(!CO Iff] Imnlli:D) 
])" ill1l11lX J (H U1.US or mIGAGm1U1~) 20 ;Il I~\ii urv LOI 1...G9 (8) (TO DB 

lsstlE1J) 
!~; COl,ruS!'iJ\CV C~~.02"j{JZDr:c[13 fS) lKj~t:.L 
J..' ~ C01IT1Sl::~OV [OO11'5:6FEDG9 51 
(l~ CCJfim;.,v:rv 171005. mlt'.Y'59 5 
Ho} OOI·I{lBl::lI\CV 160034Zlrovc~ s 
0[0 COIl1iSIL\CV ;214;~Dl.)Jlb s( 
J" cmlVJ!1\(;1r ::n1115Zl':f!Jl69 5) 

'1" ('0') rn:;p (A)! J !I'a1.EIr! UAlIDELL.E.D .. 

2" (u) TmU rroo OITlJS Cl1UlEHl' JJillEC::a~S COV1lUliG RULES OF WIGllGD." 
;.JUlj1ll (non:) lJID COlT80LIDA~1ES R'tlLES A:i?.L1:J:d;.:nL.,t;J r.i!O TrB :mz w LP.OS t lIlID 
:G.hllOVIlD COIN:2Tm:OlU.L UUliITIOIID (Im:)" :m""cuUm11Y ROE l,RB tl~"~ __ 
n1.BAllLY IU M)i.lirOAnlIE mlUJCTrr~S CI!l:"W iillOVE" 

"i~ (u) llBPS (:0) TILOmn: (3)) ilillSOOnE nr..,coUlflRY n.o~ .. 

4,) (11) IU:iFS (:.:) MID (]l) i.nmooru ncr£ F<R 1'lID D1D .. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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DECLASSIFIED 

SECRETIN eft 0 R N 

I/S:llb"i",lTCt;CSJjV/\ 

7" (8) a;rrfillLI, 

i'... ~:mG L&lG COlPil"'JTS Sl],JSITIVE mmI!:m01r :;:m::: Kl!O'.lLlmJE OF 
1,i1IWII \11L1 13]2: COrrTIlOLI..J:ID CLOSr:::r.iY '.1ITn Il.COmS :Ll.!:t7DD r,;x) ~lns01r:.:; orr A 
8'i:lLGT ImnD T0 nwu n::'sIfl~ ITO :;':UIlLIC DIGC10Sm:w OF ncr OF TI!D SW ... 
ij~.\J;CL~ CP TlrI!3 lIDG ill or .;'C~'IOlIS TlJn1T u:::Dill llUJ.1Inu~ ,l!i)lDlU 'tllU; 
13)] l'i.:\.llJ It{OJ'.l'T DY TI1I S ill mGJJ:i11: IJllAD.:.tIlJ.lr.r1RS a l1L;:;::;"'::.illuES f IF 
~ :t.D.cl~ \,Illil. Jr.ct{l~'llUU.m TO !!:III::; IC.::.:D,~mw.Ti.llG& 

TI" r~rr;; :ti!f.T;:;.1 OP UiCI\.Gl1J::1lT COl1T1JICD Irrn..::rrn l'i:~'LY !i:O UtJJF"'II~.F 
Oilli7.i nO~.Tvm, ::;}WOJJS TIT ~;OSI~v1m TO !:lFLU"&:rCjJ UVWJ' O:'J:llN.i!rOHS 
\fI11 Ui\.R:m iIV:}lY n:'U~G01t'J)!J1 m<D.T ~O lliGU1E TIL'1!i: :mDI lIRE COir.DOOr.;!n:D 
wm=.n. Tff,t,".:.3IJ a G~G 

0" :':VJ.IY cmJI:"'J1111I:. RJ1fLIlID T1IE l.lnD1U1T nrGlti /11m Rr;s:'CJ1rsrnI'L"" 
I TY Fill TIrE strs;,.n.:Jl1'TIf'ft;JJ cur lIIs-1'ill or;j " u"1J!!f'.rn-:rrrTrf.1'f ovrn.m::!l!!TO (lIT; 
:riJJIOlf \lITLiiJ GBI.J? rnD:::Fllrs:;: :nY urr:rT~ en rrmrv.rDW..LS :IJroOrB;'3 Ir.:iCES.s.r~Y" 

1\<!) U'" s" t]lCUtID li'<.RC:::8 \J!LL lTC1r' OOOSS TIC S(IUJ!1um nCUlIDl:RY OF 
TE8 mt:: \[(mct~ S.;.llJOIFIC mD.-'RS ~wr: ms rr.l:.D,2U:JlT~G !l:O ro soc 
ITiJf_Y OGE:lsm:a UILL :J8 j, ... ':'RI'3lID Oii' ~l!S RI;l~m:n:,JiZ11.i7.\ ~'E.f (E) A\'P/..H:.$. 

:i)" m:WJTrOU!u jJta;y FID..J OlrCIAit,'nli'G mOB ,,"{.i'3!TlCH(3 xu W'::: 
T,n~ sou-m OF :4'I.IiJ ~'1ID'l'.l .t\.Gf,.IGS~ EllUll1lLY FmClJS '~1llJJ IlIJ I!1t,m:m~\~U, ~'J.lD 
1;'Iir;; um:ClJ\! })WXSrlf.cLy:u:a.:;mW..i.'l'VB, tmr:G U1It.T~"Vm 1·&1iS li.::", .. lW~R1l',TlJ 
AIm .t..VA,UM'l.DUJ, IlTCLUDll:rG l .. :m., !JfTThLu:rI, IJm lL.v't'JJ G1J!lF!ll1Jo 

0" nm.1tlY ~lmi301m:lLv DCCi1.IED :ctJfUTIutiG, j,lID 2EJ, .. osrZf.OUG Im,JIJ!." 
mr.m GOE! OF ~'lill .i!IlIlL l,'!1L DE mOIL'l!LY A:J:f.iIJ,CKllD JillD rosm QY1...J) IlY 

Do on~):mVA1'lOlr f,mmJJi'T mWill 3-'D !::'.n m.V C01ml01 ',iT.LL ILUJ(iI~\Dr 
nmVLlILLhllalJ OF !i'Il3 SC1J.I!b.:nrr .~i(1l~0!1 OF 'lID"; j)i.:: t um ~;11L llU;j . .lU :.L,~ 
',J;.\Y3 sutm ar ':mTI i..'l:::o.L" 

D" lIO lJ111J:Lkf!UY, IJIt, (R lt~.VAL crcm:F'IHE EIS:;IOIT un.IJ Jll.!l COUDoc,lfJ'J:tD 
nT TrrilllliU SO'GTlI OF TIID ~lll)L Il!:TIICt12 Em ~rilli;:rSro:OlT OF lJIVIBIOH F<JCCo 

Ao '!:roS o FencES \JIIJJ nO!' Im!I!rATiJ l!Z!MJKS TIT FIRE all T..:aoms 
:,;m~::!I 0]' ~n:; iilDLo 

13" ~.!1I ill ~o RJ~1R1ruu FJJlE J.G1JlmT Tr1t..T ItECEm.ID mOlI !faWH OF 
'l1Jlt!1 :..tIDL, CCI::t:'~J'lliRS UI!J, j"SC"..:R~ltJ:n ::OSI!i!t'V"".cl1Y, ','ITlIO'tll! l,rrY :ootn.,'2, T!l'~ 
soon rulJ Ii.) fIOTU!\L1Y: Hr PAOTI) C()~lI1'G mOl: rrCUT.Il OP TIE :);.lll'Q ~ .. ~w( ... 
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I. SUBJ: SD RECON B:') ~\"REP FOR pER tOD OF' .27000!}i TO 272400H 
. 'I1AY 69. -'.~ "-...- "·"t,,-,,,_':'_,,.",-=,,,-,,~,~,;,,,,,..,.,.-=:-::',,.-_,,,, .. ,,,_""_"'-' ,-~-",<,."., 

II. INSERTS & EXTRACTS 
A, INSERTS Ca4?LETE 
PATROL DTG 
NONE 

, C0011 
~.-
:'.-J'-' • 

~3-=-'¥. 

B. E.XTRAcrs C [JqPLETE 
PATROl DT G COOR 
I, 3C2 271700H XD78S640 
C. INSERTS. NOT CQr·1,PLETE " 

PA Tf{ OL REA SON 
Qt. lA2"S638 Ale ON \y~ATHER }i0ti ALL DAY. ' 
2. lA 3- 8045 (\ SAME 

PAGE TWO UUMSIl) J215 SEC R E r'" 
3, 281-1032 SA~E 

( . 4. 3C3 .. 77 62 SAlYj~ 
D. EX TRACT S NnT C t1'1PL Ell! 
PATROL REASO;~ 
1, IE 1 - 9155 S/Hr,E AS$:C C 
2.3A2 -1t;55 " 
3. 2A2 ·9435 " 

--;:", 

E, lNSERTS PLANNED FOR 28 "'MY 69 
PATRot. L OCAT ION 
1. 191 XD9024 
2. lA.3 X D8~"'5 
3. lA2 XD8638 

-~-

4.3t,3 XDS851 
5.3Dl XD145G 
6. lE2 XD0442 
7.2B1 YD IiB2 
F. ExtRACTS P'"..j~NNED FaR 28 MAY 6'9 
PATROL LOCATION 
1. IE 1 XD 9 J 55 -~-----------.r.,. ... 
2.2A3 XD9~35 
3. 2E ! XD 843l: 

-it? 
.t. 3A 2 XD 7655 
'i 9,' 1\ <) .. ' ,. '-'~-. - , ...... 
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PAGE TH~~E UUMSQD 1215 SE C R gT 
LOCATIOf~ OF' OPERATrr~G PATROLS AS or 
27240~W.1AY ~9 -~ .• .' 
PATR ll. 
1~ 
I. 1 Hi 
2.1E3 
3.2C2 
4.2C 1 
5.lC2 
6. IH9 
U.IHI ~ 
Lill 
S .. lH J2 
9.0102 
10.2D! 
11.2D2 
12,303 
13, lA 1 
14.382 
15.1El 
lS.2A3 

SCUBA ni 
FlR/OP 

'" 
" 
" • 
" 

ME!~ L0CAT ItjN 

J 'lD33gs'20 
8 oX,!) 91B5~ 9 
7 YD091379· 
7 -... -0 

7 " 
4 '(D145 135 
4 V00~24S3 

4 m _ YlJ_U5705 
_ () ~ fJl.: 2a~YD2~ ~--=~ 
S UL 2662 YD2S2G2G 
G UL .3~$9 yD349S94 
6 UL 271S4 yD214647. 
7 XD8g~29 
6 XD96S482 t 
7 XlJ9z3533 
7 XD9583Z1 

PAGE FOUR UTJIlSQD 1215 SEC it E 1 
! 7. 2E 1 6 XD8523227 '0;::' 

18.3A2 6 XD7~538 .~. 
19.2A2 7 - XD('j65~90 
20,2 B3 () XI)878622"-

• 

~::~i I 6 f) ~. x~~3f~~' '._';;'~~"."'~~~~~~='~'"""'>O~'" 
23.3D2 . 6 XD~~4-~3 ~ 
STGHTINGS AND CONT;\CT~ . 
A. AT 2719H30H XD874€24 (283) EARLY FLOWER HHEARD POSS cor~D-

. S'I'xUCIION BPEING DOflE IrY THE VALLEY. ES7mi~n:D TO 8!- A 
SQUAD. TM CALLlID AN ARTY MS~7 wITH· UNK R!SULTS: -
1M WIL CHEeD OUT AREE . - . ~ .. 
B. AT 27160mt XD71\8628 (3C2 ) SKY MERCHANT '. 
HEAriD ENEMY BR~AKING BRUSH T~ THEN . 
OBS 2 3,. TM .. INITI~LTED SAl( RE"SUTING. -
IN A N EN KIA :A S Tf1 MOVED Ofi :3 E~r RP~ IN. -~. 
FFRONT OF TM X TM INITIALlED SAFifE·StJLTfwa, 
IN ONE EN 'nA TM THtN MOVED TO LZ n(1)797627 
AD ON STATION teOl( SAF !i"Rf)i~ GRII) XD800Stl. 
1M MOVED. TO lZ • THg TRANS PORT'h~O TooKAX~47 FIRZa 
AD OCO~DUCTED AIR STRIKES RESULTING 1M 2t'r·.r KEIA 
1M W 1A EXTRACTED AT 27170'2lf~ A . ~ •• -
TOT WAS FrIRED INTO ARE:A. ~ SUFFERED ~"' .. 
GP"'4 •• ~. 

Br 
1215 .. 

DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 



\ 
\ 

-' 

CONFIDENTIAL 

JmKORAlIDUH 

DECLASSIFIED 

From: Assistant abler ot Staff, G-j' 
'to: OEO 

3ubj: nanning critique, Caddo Oree\: 

Ref: (1) Your memo dtd 26 Hay 1969 (0) 

Enel t (1) Sehedul,e of Plamning ~~nts (O) 

, . , 

1. In 8.ccordance with referenoe tal, the following Is 
au1:m1tted .. 

(~) Probl.ema enoountered in planning .. 

tl. The basic. probl4tm .nco~tered in plannIng tor 
the operation VAS one ot laek Or e~er1enoe. With one or 
two exoeptions,. thi3 represented the first exposure to 
O&D opera. tions for moat of tho persOnnel involved in the 
planning phase.. 'fb.e e%perlence ga.ined front Oaddo. Creek 
will enhanee chances of success in &U7 auhs&quent-c:&D 
operations. .." . 

11. Obtaln~ pem"asion o~. higher authority to 
eondue t a 0&1) opera t10n wi thIn the .'. lIme allowed proved to 
1:.J& a. pl'obl8lll. The !nltlal request -..... sent by lII.6slulge on 
the morning of 13 Xa.,. 1969. 't.he lUtJV requeat' tor a.dd.itional 
1nro~ation was not received until .lhe evening ot the 16th 
and the answering message ~8 trantiiil tted b,. 00)0. on tb$ 
morning of' the 17th. Further deta11. vere requested by 
lUCV on the 17th and the tinal conformation was reoeived b,­
phone at 2055 on the 17th.. !his l'eaul ted in the postponement 
of: D-Day r.t-an tho 17th of' HaT until-the 19th of &,._ Sino. 
manipulative canmunleations or nec~s81t7 had .aJ.read7 beg1.lD. 
when this postponement was ef:f'ecte<f; the,. had to be oontinued 
to!' two extra cSap prior to the start of the opera tlon. It 
is entirely possfble that this delay tended to dilute the 
e:t"f'eetot tbe operation. Based on "this e.xperienoe, in f'utUl"e 
operations we ahould 'be able to incTude .. 11. :required detaUil 
in the ini tal requea t. 
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c. The canpleted order va. satisfaotory 1t not 
entirely perfect. All phases and ... peets ot the operation 
wer$ adoquately covered in the order with the exception of 
Ground. Surveillanoe. ifhe ua. ot an annex entitled "Sequenoe 
of Events· proved 8. aatlstaotory method ot insuring that all 
concet-ned lIter& op$ra.ttng trom a cmlii:)n referenoe with regaM 
to the major events scheduled tor the operation. In any -
tuture 0&:1) OpOl'8. tlon,. .. Ground &:tl"Tel1lance Annex uhQuld be 
included to tnaure full exploitation of their capabilities 
or mon! toring enemy reaotion.. ~ 

d.t .. Adequa to time. tor planDlng proved a problem 
and great~ lead time should be allowed tor the planning 
of any aubsequent operation. This would allow for the 
assembling of .. planning gttoup and 'De tter organize. tion 
of its efforts in the productIon of the final plan. Thi. 
problem will be lI<>mewhat allevatee! now thai; we bave planned 
3nd executed one C&D opemtion. Purther" a.ny incI'aase in 
planning time muJ.lt be weighed. agalna t the inherent pos81bili t:.y 
of oompromise if too m.uoh t1m.e were allowed. 

•• Ifh. conoept or using an existing be.ttalion 
aii8.fr/eonan:unloationa groUp was entire1.,. /SuocessfUl. BY' UlIing 
not onl.,. the previoual.y aaaigned call signs and frequenoies 
but alBa the actual radio operator. ~from. tb.e battalion a great 
deal of oredence was given to the communications deoeption. 
It 18 recommended that tor future operations that this be 
eoneidered the primar:r source tor personnel and oquipment in 
communications deceptIon. 
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12KAY69 -

13MAlb9 -

14MAY69 -

1,9fAY69 ... 

16MAY69 ... 

1. 7MAY69 .... 

lft.MAY69 -

DECLASSIFIED 

Pormulated oonoept or operation. 

(1) Presented. oonoept or operation to 
Oem:mending General.. 

(2) Started f~u1atfng tbe Operation Ordor 
at 1500 

(1) J;b;.a:t't of . Operation Order compl.eted at 
0600 and stafting oommenced with oOPY 
forward.ed to Ollie! of Staff for approval. 

(2) 0900 briefing at Task Force Hotel. 

~inal Operation Order completed. 

Published Opera t1.on Ordor 20 ... 69 (CADOO CREEK). 

'.rmiasion received to conduot operation. 

ll ... na,.. 
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H'J;"O !!Uf"S"fl/3D MflP Dl\}"~[;SH""~~ 
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F:j1'1: CG T1Tt1T' !·1A'1UIV (R~IN " DGH 
j C ~ en- 'rA S:( li'O'i,CE UOTBI, veE 
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]'1;)'0: CG tn r~A.F mm 
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• 
DRAFTER 3/CED/cgw 
Stl'..c ~(jiifS PIroNE' :3180 . 
arm s:;;::; : 

COPY TO: cis 
cae 
G-3 

0?CCF Clf Oi'JE PtT, K/3/9 FR0l1 co TfI"sK ~'ORCE H01.'F:L AND Smti'lTi't'TEOTTSLY 
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?'1 THIRD MARDIV (REIN) cae D(3H 
TO U:.J'l1SK/XXIV CORPS TOC PHB 
INFO TASK FORCE !iOTE!. CDC 

TWELFTH MARINES COC 
3C 

.-'3 E eRE t ' . 
t. }JBJf sP~c DMZ ,OPNS REPORT 

1 .. 3RD RECOM BN 
A.TM lAD' MAE 271100H XD 92461-4. 
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1;w'H!l.E 1:4 DEF'ErtSIVE POSIT. OBS 5;.·. 't' 
APPROACHING 1M$ POSIT FROM SOUTH.lf\l: L.EY', .. , ,. 
Elf GET WITHH. CLOSE RA~GE. HUT ~T'ED . CONT,Aati 
VLlSA!'". RES·, ~ NVAKIA.TM CO:nI~:SMSM :~. 
2 3RD· !"IAi11~ES RECO~ . . ~ ' .. ;".:. "l 
A. 1M RINIJLET 271~0H YD047696 TM .... ~' ... ;.: . 
fEC'D 5 R~DS INCOMl~G lJNK' CALIstRo'·) ,.,'" .... , 
Q\t.t..ED, ARTY!'1 S'fO!~ SUSPECT EN POSTJ ;' .. , ~ '. 
mLL. CHS:C~ Af~EA AT FIRST lIGHT. 'Nt/J CAS,,:':' a T"1 ~ IiH3L.ET EXITED DMZ 280135 H' !¥fA" gl" ' ,~ 
(P-4 
&. 
1226 . 

t . 
>­t. 

. . , 
l .......... . 
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.?.c\Oi1~ TliIJ:ill uAIUl~E.S 
'to: il.dS';} .... 1I. THlrlD .·iARll.~ES 

SEC v~LD lJ.) J 'ill lap .dAtUi~ ~s 
ThIH.!J W~" Tii IRD .·;ArlI.H;S 

-~ -
Z MAY 69 

.... 8 

DTG 21215011 
hAY 69 

FIRST .tht. l'WELFTi-l ,-tARIlI.l!;S 
CO A, T.llHD TA .. 1fK EN \ ~ 
CO .13, T}iItID 1:!:NG-R bN \} 
3D JjAF.J) IV ~ 
F(:l1)··'tf· blIDER 56·,,69 6 ~69 

l">. 3D ,~RIl-iBS OF ORDER 
(5) 3D dAflgES OF OtW.Et\ 7-:->69 -
(C) H15V lSED COJ.'lCEPT OF OPEnATIO!~S FOR VIRGIlHA 

3JbJ: 

JilWl!: AO" 
(D) 3D uArllNES FHAG OR1)l:!;R 31-69 

t" sI·.rUATI01:f,J r. EU'&'lY" 'l1Hl!; EiH~..lY p~s SHOWL~ A dARl\.ED INC REAS~ IN 
j:-l.\Il)IW ACTIV IT:L, r.OB.TAR f...i'W dOCKl£TATTACf.S WILL Rl;!;i,vtAIN AT 
,:\ ,:;J,'.rrl Ll,;V1:!:L AtW Ei~.v;4·iY Id iTIATBD JitO\JiW CO.l.1TACTS WILL POS,=" 
::>1 . .bI.,i iJ.~C ftEASb.:.:- i.'iOV &'lEi~ T SOUTH 1.>1 11'0-3D lllAtUl.H':S AO liAS 
'J£t:rf·N)'r.tJ) T_ .. aOUJ-H (t}""J) IdTELL ~oaTS, TRAIL ACTIVITY, 
PUrl' ::lu"'H.i SIliliT l;.H}S" ... 

.1:;, F' rlI &.Li)LY • 
(1) D (=) 1/4 902609 
(2) A/l/4 911590 
(3) 1/3/9 1:.0.1:) 
(4) A'.r 28090011 dAt 69 TrlE 2}) AHVN .. {BGT CO,.'u·di.:rlC ES 

A •. ,J ()P~ tA'1.'lLli~ Wl'l'H Ol~£ bl~ LJ.JWL-lli A'.lLZ SU.' ... HER VIe 01811700 
I'm; ,ON WILt. SWLEP TO 'l'U.t:.: NORTH Gbil'lERAl..LY ALONG THE HIGH 
',HOUN D TO i' iH~ ~AS'T Oli"'V CB ,,""""~~~tlT'lbN'IS"EXPECTEIrTOLAsT 
) r DAYS.. ".;..' 

. (S) CO A, 3D TANKS ~{.l£.~AL~S '1)/S 1/3 AT CON THIEN, 
TAHK O:'Et-:ATIONS Lll".ITED TO .hXPLOITATIO~4 ()~' vJ:Wl.mD CONTACTS 
;,.jiiER};i.l.i Jo • .H1.·:'Orl WILL hATERIALLY CO .. liT.tUBvTB TO 'I'll,/;!; D.l;!;STRUCTIOL~ 
0:;' ENE"1Y FOiW~S 
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AVDE-CG 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS 9TH INFANTRY--OIVISION 

APO SAN FRANCISCO 96370 

29 May 1969 

SUBJECT: History of the Battle of Thanh Phu, 11 - 12 March 1969 

SEYISTRffiUTION 

I. On 11-12 March 1969 the 1st Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, engaged 
the 261 B VC Main Force Battalion in the village of Thanh Phu in the 
vicinity of My Phuoc Tay at the edge of the Plain of Reeds in upper Dinh 
Tuong Province. Eight US companies made day and night heUc.opter 
assaults into the area to surround the enemy, and tactical air, artillery, 
and air cavalry were utilized to bring over-powering firepower into the 
enemy's position. 

2. One month later the Headquarters Secretary of the 261 B Battalion 
was captured in an ARVN engagement. This young VC officer turned out 
to be an intelligent, well educated, hard core Viet Cong that had a 
complete grasp of the Battle of Thanh Phu. His interrogators believed 
that he wrote an account of the battle for the battalion commander, 
which was sent to the Headquarters, Dong Thap I Regiment, MR tt. He 
admitted discussing the battle with all his unit officers. In addition It 
became apparent that the prisoner was very gifted in the art of expressing 
himself, and he was asked to write in his own words an account of the 
battle. This he did, and his account with clarifying sketch maps is 
attached. The account of the 9th Infantry Division participation is also 
described by Colonel Ira Ao Hunt, Jr., Commanding Officer of the 1st 
Brigade. The parallelism between the two accounts is striking. As a 
result of the two accounts and previous experiences, ColQnel Hunt has 
also delineated the lessons learned from the !lattle of Thanh Phu. 

3. Not only do these two accounts make absorbing reading, but it is 
believed that Free World Forces can learn much from the analysts of 
the Battle of Thanh Phu. The attached History of the Battle of Thanh 
Phu is therefore provided for your information. 

1 Incl 
The Battle of Thanh Phu, 
11-12 March 1969 

HARRIS W. HOL IS 
Major Gerieral, . USA 
COInmanding 

The protective marking 

FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY 
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
is cancelled upon removal of 
Lessons Learned, pgs 25-30 
of Incl 1. 
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• 
THE BATTLE OF THANH PHU 

On the morning of 11 March 1969 the 2d Battalion, 39th Infantry, of the 
1st (Recondo) Brigade of the 9th Infantry Division was conducting "Jitterbug" 
operations in the vicinity of My Phuoc Tay, at the edge of the Plain of 
Reeds, in upper Dinh Tuong ProVince, trying to find and fix the enemy 
(See Orientation Map). By 1!.15 hours inthe morning they had checked out 
all of their lntelllgence targets and had not established contact. However, 
the airborne personnel detector (People Sniffer) in the air cavalry troop 
command-and-control helicopter had obtained a significant reading along 
the Kinh Tong Doc Loe Canal and the battalion commander had decided to 
insert and check this out. Charlie Company was inserted at 1152 hours 
and about 1230 hours ran into a withering fusillade of enemy fire south 
of the canal about five kilometers west of the ClDG Camp at My Phuoc 
Tay. Thus started the Battle of Thanh Phu. Immediately, the pile-on 
commenced. Before the evening was over, eight US infantry companies 
had been inserted and tactical air, artillery and air cavalry had been 
brought to bear while Chinooks and Hueys had transported men and 
materiel. 

It was later determined that an enemy battalion had been encircled and had 
been almost annihilated. This story has been carefully recounted by Prisoner 
of War Pban Xuan Quy, Headquarters Secretary (Battalion Adjutant) of the 
261 B Main Force Battalion, Dong Thap I Regiment of Military Region n. 
The account of the 9th Division participation in the battle has also been 
described by Colonel Ira A. Hunt, Jr., CommandingOfficer of the 1st 
Brigade. The parallelism between the two accounts is striking--time of 
insertions, weapons locations, bunkers, troop maneuvers- -all relating 
very closely. The only major difference is in the box score. When the US 
statistics are cumpared to the VC claims, glaring inconsistencies are 
noted. These, too, tell a story: the conservatism of the US forces versus 
the exaggerations of the Communists. In the pages that follow, the 
prisoner of war's story, the 9th Infantry Division's depietion, and the 
lessons learned from the operation are provided. It is believed that the 
Free World Forces can learn much from the arialysis of the Battle of 
Thanh Phu. 

Box Score - Battle of Thanh Phu 

Combat Statistics 

Forces in Contact 
Helicopter Insertions 
Killed in Action 
Wounded in Action 
Weapons Lost 
Aircraft lDst 

Reported. by US 
US VC 

630 150-200 
101 NA 

3 72 
20 
o 7 
1 NA 

1 

Reported by VC 
US VC 

1500 298 
84 NA 

150 203 

Unk 
3 NA 
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An Account of 

THE BATTLE OF THANH PHU 

by 

Pban Xuan Quy 

Headquarters Secretary, 261 B Viet Cong Battalion 
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The 261st B Battalion with four companies and a headquarters section 
totaling 268 men arrived to Thanh Phu (V) at 0200 hours on the morning of 
11 March 1969 after many hours of traveling from Hau My (V). The time 
for travel varies depending upon the situation and whether or not bunkers 
are available at the new site. This day we started at 1700 hours. On 
arrival the battalion was joined by 30 guerrillas of Thanh Phu (V) and 
though very tired and hungry, immediately started building bunkers 
(usually 10 meters apart), and camouflaged tlie area because of constant 
fear of air and artillery strikes. 

At 0630 hours, 11 March 1969 we suddenly received word from higher ranks 
that this morning there would be a sweep operation in our area. This 
message was received on a PRC-IO radio to the battalion commander by 
coded radio transmission from 122-X signal element. The 122-X signal 
company is assigned to Dong Thap I Regiment of MR n and has an element 
with each battalion. 

Immediately we received an order from battalion headquarters to get in 
the bunkers and wait to see what happens in the next few hours. Our unit 
was tired and when we got word it was too late to move to another area 
with bunkers. We did not want to move during the daylight. Besides it 
usually takes us one to two hours to prepare to move because we have to 
raise our sunken sampans hidden in the small canals used to move our 
heavy weapons. 

Two hours passed, then three hours, so I felt nothing was going to happen. 
I went out to look for some fish in the nearby canal, since I had not eaten 
since the day before. We get 28 plasters a day with which to buy rice. 
We spend very little in the first part of the month, saving seven or eight 
piasters a day with which to buy a duck or chicken for the squad or platoon 
to have an interesting party. A party for the morale of the unit and 
decorations are given at this time. 

About a half an hour later (1030 hours, 11 March 1969) a small helicopter 
came into the area (C3) and flew around several times. We call this the 
"Staff Officer's" helicopter and when it visually recons the area, we know 
from past experience that US troops would definitely have an operation in 
that areao We had standing orders not to fire on helicopters when hiding 
in an area. 

Suddenly another two helicopters came in and flew around our area. The 
order was immediately given by the C3 commander to prepare for combat, 
I think that then one of the helicopters discovered my position. It hovered 
right above me. Quickly I jumped in the ditch, trying to hide. The second 
helicopter was corning over fast and it looked like it was going to open fire 
on me. I jumped from the ditch and crawled to my bunkero As the 
helicopter came around again, I saw the ditch where I had been receive 
rockets and gunfire. The helicopters were dropping the "crying gas" and 
a marsh grass fire was set off by smoke grenades. To defend against the 
gas, we placed a wet cloth across the bunker openings, then 11t a candle 
or burner to cause any gas which might penetrate the bunker to rise to the 
ceiling while we remained on the floor. This was 100 percent effective. 
The other method we use is to urinate on a towel and place it over the face. 
After the attack we use a "Chinese Oil" to clear the "crying gas n from our 
skin. 
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At 1130 hours, 11 March 1969, Icould see in the distance somehelicopters 
coniing from the south. . Immediately I stood up on the top of the bunker 
where I could observe them. I could see five h~licopters landing troops 
over 300 meters from my position (See Sketch Map A), The US helicopter 
assaults were very fast and well done, allowing us no time to move out. US 
troops came in almost immediately after the first two helicopter s dropped 
the smoke grenades. 

They were all Americans without a doubt, because they were tall and had 
huge bodies. They started to move in our direction. C3 element got ready 
to hold their position and had their gun emplacements ready for them.· Then 
I could see. them advancing through the booby frap area which the Thanh Phu 
(V) Guerrillas bad set up for our unit as a .defense. Local guerrUlas are 
used to lay booby traps to protect the flanks of the battalion. They had set 
up these booby traps in three rows around our· defense in the following Way: 

• 10 METERS 

-L~ 
We had given the Thanh Phu (V) Guerrillas 150 grenades to set up for us 
plus they had some of their own. The guerrillas~ position was set up along 
the south bank of Nguyen Van Tiep Canal four kilometers from the ARVN 
Special Forces of My Phuoc Tay Camp to the easto This area was familiar 
with the local guerrillas and main ways the ARVN Special Forces would 
come ino The guerrillas were spread out in this area which already had 
old bunkers there. ,. 

(1200 hours, 11 Marc.h 1969) US troops were moving fast, so I knew they 
did not have any idea the booby traps were there. Suddenly I heard some 
booby traps explode. Five US soldiers in the front element went down and 
were wounded or dead. Then the entire US element stopped, lay down for 
five minutes and started advancing again. I think US troops were staying 
too close together during movement. US troops moving single file, too 
close together causing many booby trap casualties. 

I could feel the intensity of the heat on my face from the grass burrung and 
the soldiers around me were coughing from the black smoke.. Then I was 
informed t~t two killed in action and two wounded in action had resulted 
from the time the very lirat two helicopters had flown over our location 
(C3). us troops were still advancing, but now were dividing into two 
single file elements. They were 40 meters away from our location~. ~ ... 
20 meters ••••• ten meterso I remember seeing the tactic of advancing 
and dividing into ,Single file elements being used by the ARVN'so . 

I heard someone yell "Fire I" To tIle right of my position two sub machine 
guns swiftly spit out ammo at US troopso Meantime I gave the order to the 
tuachinegunner in my area to fire on the second part of the US elem.ent. I 
was put in charge of the machine gun in that area by the C3 commander, 
Ba Ktet, 37, K-54, when the positions were first set up. I had been ordered 
from battalion headquarters to stay with C3 element as acting platoon 
leader. 
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We had them pinned down at this point (See Sketch Map A)~ Then I saw two 
helicopters fly over our C3 location and opened up, killing two soldiers and 
wounding three more to the west of my location. In my opinion US troops 
were moving in large groups allowing us to easily pin down the element with 
one or two machine guns. They waited until they were too close to our 
position to deploy any assault tactics. US troops believe that because they 
cannot see the VC in the area, the VC are not there. 

About 1300 hours the reinforced elements of the US were landing 15 more 
helicopters to the east of C3 location approximately 350 meters away (See 
Sketch Map B). During this time the US was dispersing in that area where 
the second insertion took place. Two 82mm mortars froIll C4 (Heavy 
Weapon) element were firing away. I heard many mortar rounds hit that 
US element, but they were still advancing. The C4 Heavy Weapon eleIllent 
was set up in the middle of the defenSe area to protect battalion headquarters 
and provide artillery support to the. infantry companies. 

The US second inserted troop landing had started to break up into three 
elements to try to penetrate the battalion defense position: first eleme1;lt 
concentrating on C4 location; second element moved north to Thanh Phu 
Guerrillas poSition guarding .the aid station in that area; third element Was 
heading southwest to C3 location where I was. I ordered the machinegunner 
at my position to turn and fire at the second inserted landing of US troops 
to the east. At this time C3 and C4 machine gun elements were concentrating 
to fire on US advancing eleIllents and it ·was effective because we had "dug in" 
positions and bunkers (See Sketch Map B). Then the C3 commander, Ba Kiet, 
near Illy position, gave the order to concentrate B40's and antitank weapons 
on the dikes and small canals which US soldiers were using as protection 
when advancing to the company defense positions from the east, Also he 
gave the order to start evacuating the wounded. The wounded are carried 
to a battalion aid station for-emergency treatment by members of the 
battalion, From that point they are transported by recruited Civilians to 
a hospital supporting the unit. Nylon haIllmocks are often used to transport 
the wounded. . -

About 1600-1700 hours, the C 3 location was hit by helicopters. This time 
they destroyed two submachine guns arid killed two west of my location. 
Suddenly there was a terrific flash to the north Qf C3location near the 
Nguyen Van Tiep Canal where the Thanh Pbu Guerrillas were located. No 
more firing was corning from that area. Later after the battle, I found 
out that this air strike knocked out the guerrilla position resulting in 30 
Thanh Phu Guerrillas killed (See Sketch Map B). At 1700 hours there was 
one helicopter flying at low altitude at C3 location and spotted our position, 
forcing us to open up with AK...:47 and machine gun fire. The helicopter 
was hit and started shaking as it flew back toward Highway 4 in a southwest 
direction. 

~. 

The recon reported the following to battalion headquarters and this 
information was passed to the companies by field phone: . 

About 1730 hours the third ele:m~nt of US troops were landing 20 helicopters 
southwest of the battalion location (See Sketch Map C)o The US troops were 
400 meters from the contact area, They broke up into two elements; first 
element Illovtng toward battalion headquarters and C4location and second 
element toward C1 and C2 locations, At 1800 hours it was reported that the 
first element of this third US troop landing got hit by booby traps 150 meters 
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from battalion headquarters and C4 location (See Sketch Map C). At 1830 
hours it was reported that this third reinforced element then had pulled back 
100 meters and deployed as a blocking force along the southwestern flank 
of our battalion location (See Sketch Map D)o -

I saw US troops using sniper fire tactics and launching M-79 rounds at our 
elements during this time. The battle area was covered with thick black 
smoke from the marsh grass fireo 

About 1830 hours US troops to the east (second US troop landing) started 
to strongly assault the C4 Heavy Weapon element located in the center of 
the battalion defense formation (See Sketch Map E)o Two helicopters and 
two jets had already destroyed the C4 Heavy Weapon position that had been 
blocking US troops coming from the east earlier. Many VC were lying 
around dead or wounded in that area. This caused the C 1 (100 men) to 
reinforce the C4 element which was hit so badly and to continue to prevent 
US troops from penetrating that area by acting as a screening force. C2 
had only 40 men and did not reinforce C4. C3 element was still holding 
off US elements to the south with small arms fire. During this time the 
elements kept close communication by using runners from platoon to 
companies headquarters and field phones were used from company 
headquarters to battalion headquarters. (This is how C 1 knew to reinforce 
C4.) We had a PRC-10 radio at battalion headquarters but did not use it 
during contact because the helicopters might discover our positiOns. 

About 1900 hours the C3 commander, Ba Kiet, 37, K-54 ordered some of 
his men to look around for dead bodies and hide them in bunkers and cover 
others with camouflage nylon because it would be dark soon. 

About 2000 hours the US hit the C2 location and southern bank of Nguyen 
Van Tiep Canal with air and artillery strikes, but the C2 element had 
already pulled back before the strikes to the northwest where the C1 
element was previously. They had only left a squad size element in the 
air /artillery strike Eone to fire at US troops on the southwestern flanko 
The C2 soldiers had informed this to me .after the battle (See Sketch Map 
F). Also during this time I did not know what was happening to the north 
of Nguyen Van 'I'iep Canal because we were in heavy contact with US 
elements to the east but the battalion commander, Le Ha, 44, K-54 had 
already known helicopters had landed to the north of this canal. He did 
not inform to our element (C3) because it would cause fear and low morale 
among the soldiers. I found this out later after the battle from him.(See 
Sketch Map F). 

About 2100 hours it was completely dark except for flares and the speed 
of the fire fight was diminishing, but sound of helicopters were heard 
and seen still flying around our area of defenseo At this time our element 
(C3) was informed by the battalion commander, Le Ra, that 44 helicopters 
with US troops had landed and already set up all along the northern part of 
Nguyen Van Tiep Canal. At this time I just knew that US troops had 
completely surrounded our position (See Sketch Map G). 

About 2200 hours the recon had reported to the battalion commander, Le 
Ha, that the withdrawal route was founc:io Helitformed toUie co mpanies 
that at 2300 hours the units would start withdrawing, element by element. 
At 2330 hours a recon member from battalion headquarters came down to 
C3 position to give the word that we were to move north to Nguyen Van 
Tiep Canal (See Sketch Map H). The strength of our element (C3) was very 
low at this time. Many small arms (AK-47) were lying around the bunkers 
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.' .' where our soldiers lay dead. We placed some more of the dead in the 
bunkers and covered some with nylon stuff because US troops fail to check 
all possible places for bodies. Usually one day later a recon element goes 
back to check if US troops have left the area. Then they report back to 
battalion headquarters. A platoon size element is sent back into the area 
in the next few days to find the hidden bodies to bury them and to look for 
weapons that US troops failed to discover after the battle. 

The C3 commander, Ba Kiet, told the soldiers to carry as many rifles and 
equipment with them as tney could. I carried out a machine gun stand and 
an AK-47 rifle. The recan element then guided our element north to the 
Nguyen Van Tiep Canal. I saw, when we were withdrawing, that each 
soldier carried two to three small arms (AK-47, SES, etc.). There were 
some flares in the sky around our defense area. In this case, where the 
tactical situation required rapid withdrawal, some weapons were hidden in 
the area of contact for pickup several days later. 

About 0030 hours, when we reached the Nguyen Van Tiep Canal, the C3 
element lost contact with the recon. The political officer, Bay Quyen, 27, 
K- 54 took charge and guided the C3 on the withdrawal route. The rest of 
the battalion was ahead of C3 already moving west along the canal with 
elements ten meters apart. The battalion's main recon element was in 
front avoiding contact with US troops .as much as possible. I would like 
to include here that the recon elements conducted continuous and extensive 
recon during the course of the contact to attempt to locate a gap in the US 
defense formation. They reported constantly to the battalion commander. 

About 0045 hours, when the C3 element was along the Nguyen Van Tiep 
Canal, we began receiving M-16 and M-79 fire from the US troop~ on the 
northern bank of the canal. One round hit the machine gun stand I was 
carrying and I fell in a ditch. I picked up the stand and continued on. The 
tracers continued to fly all around us. Later the political officer found a 
new way to bypass traveling near the canal where the tracers were hitting 
(See Sketch Map H). Continuous air strikes were dropping all along the 
canal and surrounding area. When they came close to our position, we 
would lie downo While moving along the withdrawal route, we tried to 
run quickly to wherever the air/artillery strikes already hit. This is how 
we got through them. Move back when the first bombs fall. Then after 
the strikes, move back into the same area, as we believe the US does 
not bomb in the same area right away. 

ApprOximately 0100 hours we finally reached the area where the battalion 
recon element was standing guard. They showed us the 50 meter gap where 
the rest of the battalion had made it through. The tactics we used here 
were the recon element secured each side of the gap. The companies 
infiltrated through the gap in small groups in single file. A small force 
is left behind in the contact area to cover the withdrawal of the. main body 
(See Sketch Map H). 

As we passed through the gap, we could hear the Americans talking loudly 
on both sides of us. We quietly took our clothes off upon reaching the Cha 
La Canal and made floating rafts out of nylon. These :t;loating rafts hold . 
the weapons while in the water as we swa[ll to the other side. We did not 
use sampans because they can easily-be detected by US helicopters. I 
just got out of (here in time and was glad to be alive! 

The air/artillery strikes could be heard in the distance as we were moving 
away from the contact ar~a (0130-0200 hours). After moving out of that 
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area for one and a half kilometers, J estimated .95~ men lefto The air/ 
artillery strikes continued. all night in the area of Thanh Phu. 

On 13 March 1969~ when we reassembled at the Trai Lon Canal after the 
battle, I found we had 20 deserters, leaving only 75 men left. 

We discussed the battle. Before the battle we had 268 men in our unit plus 
there were 30 guerrillas. In the reassembly area after the battle there were 
95 in the unit but 20 deserted. The 30 Thanh Phu (V) Guerrillas were killed 
by air/artillery strikes and general casualties were 173 men of our unit. It 
was unknown how many were killed and wounded pf each company because 
the report was not made out that was to go to MR IIo Since my position is 
secretary of the battalion at this time I have to collect the imormation and 
write the report to the battalion commander but the only thing I received 
was the weapon loss report. This consisted of the following: 

CI- I Machine gun C2 - 1 Machine gun 
1 B40 1 B40 
1 60mm mortar 

C3 - 2 Sub machine gun C4 - 1 82mm mortar 
1 B40 1 Machine gun 

Small arms lost i~ the battle were not reporte<L The reason I have to take 
a long time to make a report is because the exact personnel loss was not 
reported by each company commander yet. . 

On the day of 13 March 1969 my battalion commander reported on the 
radio to the 1st Regiment that: There were 1500 US troops that partiCipated 
in the battle from Saigon. We were courageous and killed 150 US troops, 
shot down one jet aircraft and two helicopters. After this the battalion 
commander gave the speech in front of the soldiers that the regiment highly 
recommended praise to each soldier. 

On the 15th of March 1969 at 0300 hours in the morning 20 men (subject 
included) of the unit arrived back at the battle area~ We just arrived in 
the battle area and observed around the area. The truth of the area was 
exposed under my eyes. Oh, I could not believe any view more lonely and 
terrible than this~ All of the trees were burned down all around the area 
and I could not see any grass left on the ground. Our bunkers were 
destroyed and out on the ground I saw dried blood all around, still smelling 
the odor of the dead bodies in the airo It made me feel terrible. Also the 
big holes that were made by bombs made me thankful I had made it out 
alive. ,We encouraged ourselves to look for the dead and bring them to 
the sampans fQrgetting the smell of their bodies. At about 1000 hours in 
the morning we saw the ARVN Special Forces in that area but we ran away 
and hid from them along the Cha La. Canal, one kilometer to the west of 
the battle area. We bad only recovered five bodies before we were forced 
to move. Then we returned to the units with a sentimental feeling for all 
our dead comrades that were lost in the battle. 

EPILOGUE: After we had returned to Trai L()n Canal the unit broke up 
into small groups. The regiment had already sent us three new 60mm 
mortar tubes a few days after the battle. We were very tired and our 
morale was very low, but the battalion commander gave the word that our 
unit (75 men) would return to Kien Phong (P) to get reinforcements and 
recruit new men to fight again. On the way I got hit by a booby trap so I 
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had to stay back at X-12 Hospital of MR n in Hau My (V). I just stayed 
there one night and the next morning the 7th ARVN Division soldiers swept 
the area and captured me and six other VC. when discovering and destroying 
the hospital. 
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Phan Xuan Quy - Headquarters Secretary, 261 B Battalion 

On 11 April 1969, approximately 12 kilometers southwest of My Phuoc Tay, 
elements of the 7th ARVN Division discovered a VC hospital and captured 
a PW identified in subsequent interrogation as Phan Xuan Quy, Headquarters 
Secretary of the 261 B Battalion. This position is roughly equivalent to that 
of Battalion Adjutant. The subject is an intelligent, well educated and hard 
core Viet Congo He had been wounded on five occasions in contact with ARVN 
elements and did not desire to rally to GVN 0 

Phan Xuan Quy was born in the 1st District of Saigon in 1949. He lived with 
his stepfather as his mother had been imprisoned during the reign of Bao 
Dai for reasons unknown to Quy. Quy f s mother was released from prison 
in 1954 and died a few days after her release. According to Quy her last 
words to him was a request that he avenge her death and the wrongs she had 
suffered at the hands of the Bao Dai regime. His disaffection and dissatisfaction 
with the GVN and the later rallying to Viet Cong ranks can be traced to this. 
In 1958 Quy's stepfather died and Quy went to live with Pham Binh, a friend 
of his father. From 1958 to 1963 Quy attended school in Saigon. In 1963 Quy 
moved to the capital of Cambodia, where he attended a private school until 
1966. While in this school Quy became fluent in both the French and the 
Cambodian languages. In January of 1966 Quy went to work for the Doc Lap 
newspaper, a neutralist newspaper in the capital of Cambodia. In February 
he joined the Viet Cong to as he stated "Fight for the country he loved so 
much." He attended baSic training and NCO school in Bac Lien (p), Cambodia, 
for five months. In July of 1967 he was assigned to the VC 502d Battalion 
as a squad leader. In August of 1968 he was transferred to the 261 B Battalion, 
where he was promoted to the rank of platoon leader. In March of 1969 he 
was made Battalion Headquarters Secretary. On II and 12 March his battalion 
was deCimated by elements of the 9th Infantry Division at Thanh Phu (V), 
Cai Be (D), Dinh Tuong (P), Republic of Vietnam. On 11 April 1969 he was 
captured by elements of the 7th ARVN Division while he was a patient in a 
VC hospital where he was recovering from wounds incurred from a booby 
trap on 10 April. He was subsequently turned_over for interrogation to the 
9th Infantry Division and has voluntarily provided the information concerning 
a contact between his unit, the 261 B Battalion, and elements of the 9th 
Infantry Division. 

INTERROGATOR'S COMMENTS: 
It is believed that the subject~ as Battalion Secretary, wrote an account of 
the battle for the Battalion Commander, whichwas to be sEmt to the Headquarters 
Dong Thap I Regiment of MR IT for possible preParation of a unit citation. 
He admitted discussing the battle with all the init officers. 

INTERROdATOR: SP5 ROBERT '1". KCT, 
9th MI Detachment 

___ !1'fTERP-RJ1;t'ER: _ SSG HUYNH VAN MAl, 
9th MI Detachment 
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REFLECTIONS OF A PRISONER 

Introduction 

When it Was determined that Prisoner of War Phan Xuan Quy was the 
Battalion Secretary of the 261 B Viet Cong Battalion, the 9th Infantry 
Division requested permission from the 7th A:B,VN Infantry Division to 
interrogate the prisoner. All concerned were amazed with the intelligence 
and knowledge which Phan Xuan Quy possessed. We therefore requested 
him to write a narrative of the Battle of Thanh Phu, which he did. During 
many meetings with the prisoner, it became apparent that the young man 
was also very gifted in the art of expressing hhnself. Consequently. he 
was asked if he would consider writing his reflections on becoming a 
prisoner of war. He readily agreed, and although what he wrote did not 
coincide with the expectations of the requestor, his reflections were sheer 
beauty, expressing his feelings with force and with clarity. Phan Xuan 
Quy wrote these reflections at midnight on 30 April 1969 in the 9th Infantry 
Division POW Compound located at Dong Tam~ Republic of Vietnam. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
''Night is falling deeper and deeper. tne breeze is colder andcolder, the 
wind is blowing into my prison cam.p. Perhaps today is the 19th day of my 
life staying in the prison. At this time it is 12 0' clock midnight. There are 
two soldiers standing guard at the door of my prison camp. They wear the 
letters M. P. on their sleeves. I feel they are well trained to stand guard 
awake. Outside at this time some jeeps pass by in a hurry out on the road 
plus the roar of artillery is lleard (lut gQing from t1!ts Binh Due Base Camp 
(Dong Tam). The dew drops are falling thicker and thicker, the wind is 
blowing harder. All of this gives me ::l feeling of indifferenceo I could not 
fall asleep. I sat up to light my cigarette and think deeply of my life about 
T what could happen to me in the future.' I was feeling that my future is 
very dark. While being a soldier, I had been wounded 5 times and about 10 
times escaped out of death. I don't have any g.rtef~ but this time I worry 
about it. I am a young man, but somehow I aIways find myself in trouble. 
As I look back and remember the day I was caPtured and turned into the 
prison camp of the Americans. Before I got in here I always thought that I 
would be kept in a completely dark jail in which I could not see any rays of 
sunlight fall into my prison and lie in handcuffs. But, everything is the 
opposite. This prison camp is a large area. It contains 6 barracks all of 
which are covered by canvas, and very clean area. I receive three meals 
a day. Some bystanders passing on the road outside just think that is a 
workers sleeping barracks. The few days that have passed, I have been given 
good treatment. They have gj.,ven Ill...e ci~:I".ettes and ~Ilytlti]"!g !nee~. __ Each 
time they brought me in for interrogation, it was a narration of mine for 
them, no more and no less. I Simply sat down, talking friendly. Before I 
got here my thinking was about the pressure a!ld misery I would have to 
endure at a prison cam.p. Now my bad impreSSion is replaced by the highest 
opinions of Americans. " 
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An Account of 

THE BATTLE OF THANH PHU 

by 

Colonel Ira A. Hunt, Jr. 

Commanding Officer, 1st Brigade, 9th Infantry Division 
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Intelligence information_ indicated that there waS enemy movement northwest 
of Cat Lay along the major canals that run from the Plain of Reeds south into 
Dinh Tuong Province" Consequently, on 11 March 1969 I directed the 
Commanding Officer of the 2d Battalion, 39th Infantry, to insert on several 
targets in this areao Re was given Alpha Troop, 7th Squadron, 1st Cavalry 
Regiment (Apache) to assist in his reconnaiss_~nce-in-force, and he was 
also programmed for the use of the 191st Assault Helicopter Company 
(Boomerang) to insert troops. Starting about 1100 hours the cavalry carefully 
reconnoitered the brigade-assigned targets utilizing CS gas to flush out the 
enemy, but they found no evidence of current enemy activity. Ranging out 
further from the assigned targets the air cavalry employed the Airborne 
Personnel Detector ("People Sniffer") to see if they could get readings which 
might indicate the presence of enemy troops. ''People Sniffer" readings 
were sparse and only one significant reading was obtained along the Kinh 
Tong Doc Loc Canal, just south of the border between Kien Tuong and Dinh 
Tuong Provinces and about five kilometers west of the CIDG Camp at My 
Phuoc Tay. 

Initial Insertion 
The battalion commander, Lieutenant Colonel Robert A. Sullivan, deCided 
to air assault one platoon of Charlie Company in five slicks to check out this 
reading. The Cobras from "Apache" assisted in the insertion. The 2d 
Platoon of Charlie Company, commanded by Lieutenant Richard Ao F::.her, 
was inserted at 1152 hours, about a kilometer south of the canal (See Sketch 
Map 2). As the troops were inserting the gunships sighted some enemy and 
fired rockets at the bunkers. The grass in the normally inundated Plain of 
Reeds was tinder dry and these rockets set it on fireo As you will see later, 
these grass fires were to have a great impact on the conduct of the battle. 
On insertion Lieutenant Fisher's platoon was given instructions to move north. 
Staff Sergeant Jantzen E. Childers, squad leader, stated the platoon moved 
out with three squads abreast, about 30 to 40 meters between the squads. 
After they had advanced about 200 meters they began to notice many Tu Dia 
(death field) signs. Cobras circled continuously overhead while the LOR's, 
flying low and courageously as they always do, were looking for VC. Now 
and then the Cobras would shoot, starting still more of the grass fires. There 
was a lot of smoke, but it was not bothersome yet because the wind was 
blowing to the northwest. As the platoons moved forward one of the men hit 
a booby trap. Luckily there were no casualties. The troops' had not been 
fired at and although they could see the bunkers, they had seen lots of them 
before; they were not too concerned. The Gooby traps had made them 
cautious, however, and they decided to prep the woodline ahead with M-79 
fire. When they did this, the VC fired back. Everyone hit the ground and 
the enemy in bunkers, no more than 15 meters away in a small canal line, 
opened up from the west. Fire was also coming from out of the banana grove 
to the east. Lieutenant Fisher called for gunships and they worked over the 
area. The platoon lay there for about five minutes. Then everyone got up to 
move forward again. Before they had gone five yards they were pinned down 
for the second time by heavy fire from three sides. They were running a 
little low on ammunition; the smoke was getting worse; the grass fire was 
spreading towards them; and the VC continued to shoot. About 1245 Lieutenant 
Fisher was wounded in the upper thigh. Nevertheless, he continued to direct 
the unit until he went into shock from loss of blood. The troops were still 
pinned down and could not move. 'The medic passed out from heat. It was real 
hell. The Cobras kept COIning in and they began to withdraw. On the way out 
two men hit booby traps. SP4 Michael Go Allendorf died froIn chest wounds. 
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Still another soldier hit a booby trap. By now the smoke was so bad that, 
unknown to the men on the ground, the Cobras couldn't see to pin down the 
VC effectively. 

Reaction to Contact 
While the men were valiantly fighting on the ground the whole apparatus 
of the brigade had been alerted. Major General Julian J. Ewell, Commanding 
General of the 9th Infantry Division, and Brigadier General Frank L. Gunn, 
Assistant Division Commander, were overhead. Sullivan, having assessed 
the situation, immediately had the 3rd Platoon of Charlie Company picked up 
and inserted in a LZ about 600 meters from where the fight was taking place. 
The Charlie Company commander bad the 3rd Platoon move forward as a 
line of skirmishers. They moved up to behind the ''hooch'' (See Sketch Map 2) 
and laid down a base of fire trying to assist the 2d Platoon to extricate 
themselves, not only from the VC, but from the burning grass. 

The cavalry had reconnoitered the area thoroughly by now. 'They said there 
was at least a company of VC here, which meant there could be as Inany as 
a hundred. It has not been too often lately tl:1.3.t we have found a company of 
VC, since VC tactics for the past four months have been to break down into 
small units, platoon size at the most to avoid detection. The "jitterbug" 
tactics had found them, now was the time for a "pile-on." General Ewell 
gave instructions to go at them and made the chopper assets of the division 
available. I decided to pull Recondo Brigade companies from wherever we 
could spare them. We would stage out of MyPhuoc Tay, air assault into 
the battle area to seal off the enemy, and then stand off and literally beat him 
to death with gunships, tactical air, and artillery. The major question now 
was where to insert in order to cut him off? It would also be nice to know 
how far the enemy bunker system extended? How many VC were there? 
What was the unit in contact? The first order of business was to cut off his 
escape. Troops had to be inserted quickly to the east and to the west of the 
area of contact south of the canal, and some troops inserted north of the 
canal to prevent him from swimming the canal and heading out. For the time 
being artillery could cover the north and the order went out to get the artillery 
moved into My Phuoc 'fay. Air strikes were called for and the other battalions 
in the brigade were alerted to have companies standing by in the ready rack, 
The 1st Brigade had a string of successful seals under its belt, and although 
none of the current battalion commanders had as yet been in a large one, they 
were all anxious to get a piece of the action. 

Encirclements South of Canal 
On the ground the 2d Platoon C/2-39 started to move back, dragging the 
wounded with them (See Sketch Map 2)0 They had to leave Allendorf's body. 
As they crawled toward the hooch they found Lieutenant Fisher and SP4 Gerald 
L. Tharp, both badly wounded, in a small ditch behind the hooch. About this 
time the wind turned and the smoke and fire started blowing towards the south, 
The men bad to walk through the grass fires. Mortars started coming in. 
Most of the small arms fire that was cutting down the men was coming from 
the banana grove to the northeast about 180 meters away. The VC were bold 
and were out in the open, so my C&C made repetitive passes around the 
banana grove with the door gunner letting them. have it. The first time his 
fire was very inaccurate, but by the third pass he was pumping it into them. 
This kept their heads down. Down below ChUders, carrying Lieutenant Fisher 
on his back, moved further to the rear. They reached the 3d Platoon who 
helped them pull in the wounded. By I1DW they were able to collect themselves. 
During the move Tharp died from his booby trap wound. Another man was 
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shot by small arms fire and killed. The wounded organized themselves into 
two groups of eight for pick-up. The slicks came in through the smoke and 
extracted them. One' of the men was completely passed out. This was 
Sergeant (E5) Wray E. Walker. That afternoon Walker had raced back and 
forth across the open area, firing as he went, and almost single-handedly had 
carried most of the wounded back to the collection point. In the process he 
had personally killed several of the VC. However t he had worked so hard 
and so long in the heat and fire that he had passed out. For his outstanding 
action during this battle Sergeant Walker has been recommended for the 
Distinguished Service Cross. By now the fire was burning badly and Charlie 
Company had extracted two of their three killed and all of their 12 wounded. 
The remaining men were picked up and car:ried back to My'Phuoc 'ray. 

In the initial insertion, the 2d platoon of C/2-39 had not paid enough 
attention to the enemy btinlters. They didn't have flank security and as a 
result walked right into a trap~ The enemy waited until the troops were 
only 10-12 meters away before opening up. Qnce hit, Ule troops d~ported 
themselves well. However; after the insertion of the rest of C/2-39, the 
company Commander didn't grab hold of the situation. He paid too much 
attention to the killed and in trying to evacuate the wounded, but not 
enough in getting proper fire and maneuver. As brigade commander, I, 
was sharply critical of C/2-39. Obviously, the company commander had 
panicked~ All he could think about was pulling out of the contact area. 
The battalion con;tmander made a decision to extract Charlie Company. At 
the time it was undoubtedly a proper decision because the company was 
not functioning well and the grass fires obliterated visual contact of the 
VC positions. However, I was adamant that C/2-39 was to be re-inserted 
later and pick up their share of the battle. 

Major James R. Taylor, Executive Officer, 2'd Battalion, 39th Infantry, 
was back in Fire Support Base Schroeder, the battalion CP, when the 
battle startedo He immediately loaded BravpCompany, which was at the 
FSB, in the slicks of the 191st ABC and inserted them at 1415 hours about 
a kilometer to the east of the point of contact (See Sketch Map 3). He gave 
them instructions to move due north to the Tong Doc Lac Canal. Once 
Bravo Company was on the ground there was much confusion because as 
they inserted air strikes were going on just to their north~ 

Rather than move out in the direction of the air strikes, Bravo Company 
was told to move due east until they hit a north-south streamline, th;}n to 
:move north until they hit the main canal. They were then to move west 
and seal the area to prevent the VC from escaping to the east. Because 
of the involvement with Charlie Company, Bravo Company was allowed to 
move too far to the east. They were finally turned to the north, and by 
the time they reached the main canal it was around 1700 hours. When 
they began to push west they did not hit much fire but there were bunkers 
and assorted b09by traps. The further west they got, the more dense the 
booby traps became and the slower was their progress. Neverthele~s, it 
was certain that the VC did not and could not get out to the east. Around 
1730 hours several well-placed air strikes clobbered the enemy to their 
front and greatly eased their situation. 

A/2-39 had also been alerted to move and the, sompany, commanded by 
Captain Williford, was inserted south of th~ r:l.y~r with ten,l:1olick-:-lpads of 
troops at apprOximately 1511 hours (SeeSke.tcl,1, Map 3L Tb.eassault 
helicopter company personnel had indicated that because of int~ill:;'e' small 
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was much further sauth than desired. This factpraved instrum-ental in 
.preveitting- Npba Call1pap,y iromreachtngthe""Tc)Jig boe LOc'C'arui.:Cin a 
timely fas~!an'~ Oncei~ex{~d, .ti?:e¥'we:re:4~.~,~c:tedja· I?.9:Y~8n·a '3,20 d~gree 
azimuth, almost due north, , until they hit' the_ .main canal, arid then to set up 
a block tQ prevent the enemy from moving 'to', the west. . Captain Willifard 
moved his two platoons forward in four coh.irii~s, about 25 meters between 
columns, and 100 meters between platoons. At first they received anly 
sporadic small arms fire. Abaut 1800 hours~ while m.oving acrass an open 
field, they drew heavy machine gun fire from the north. Tracers richacheted 
everywhere. Captain Williford held up the 1st Platoan and sent the 2d 
Plataon to the northeast to maneuver around the machine gun. Hawever, this 
platoan ran into. heavy AK fire fram a woods near the bend af the canal and 
cauld progress no farther. The 1st Plataon started to. move narthward and 
again drew machine gun fire, this time joined by a few AK's. Abaut this 
time 60mm martar fire began to plunk in around their lacationo Fifteen 
martar raunds hit, wounding three saldiers. Alpha Campany was getting 
little air support because smake campletely covered the area. Cabras had 
to fly blind. However, there were a few gutty pilats who. unheSitatingly went 
down into the smoke. One light fire team from Apache was especially effective. 

By 1511 hours the three available companies af the 2d Battalian, 39th 
Infantry had been inserted sauth af the canal. The eastward and westward 
escape routes were in the pracess af being cut off. However, the central 
portion of the battle area, where C/2-39 had made the initial cantact, was 
open. I decided to. put the next available company into. this slot. C/6-31, 
lacated at FSB Maore, was available and was picked up by CH-47's, 
offloaded at My Phuoc Tay at abaut 1630 hours and shortly thereafter 
inserted by slicks into the contact area at exactly the same spat where 
C/2-39 had been extracted several hours earlier (See Sketch Map 3). The 
company, commanded by Captain George ~udlin, was directed to. go. due 
north and upon cIa Sing an the enemy position to. spread aut and attempt to. 
link up with B/2-39 an the east. As they moved farward, they had a 
casualty from a baoby trap in the open field. Captain Maudlin said that 
Chicam boaby traps were everywhere. They were nat the grenade type 
but plastic, filled with nails and ball bearings. The VC ape ned up with 
AKts araund 1730 hours fram the right front as they appraached the 
woodline south af the canal. No soaner had the VC fired than an air strike 
with napalm came right in on the VC. The campany R'IO saw the enemy 
engulfed in flames. About this time they also came upon some equipment 
dropped by C/2-39, when they bad been surprised by machine gun fire. 
By naw the grass fires bad subsided somewhat. There was dark charred 
ash everywhere. The fire that hampered everyone performed ane useful 
function. It burned. up the tripwires of the b()Oby traps, rendering many 
ineffective. They began drawing fire from their left frant abaut 1830. 
This time a machine gun opened up, pinning them down and slawing their 
mavement. Captain Maudlin directed the campany to spread aut and form 
a cardon and they began making their way to. the east and to the west to. 
link up with the adjacent units. 

Artillery SUPPQrt , .. ,__ . __ _____ . .__ .. n 

As mentianed, I Cffrected the artillery to displace to My Phuoc Tay where 
they could insure timely and accurate fire on the encirclement as it develaped. 
Therefore, at 1403 hours three tubes af Battery B, I-lith Artillery (105mm) 
were given march orders at Fire Support Base Moore. These tubes were 
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laid and ready to fire at My Phuoc Tay at 1450 hours, after a 16 kilometer 
road march. When the series of air strikes that were going on were completed, 
the howitzers began firing at 1515 hours and continued in close support of the 
units in contact until 0130 hours. After that time, the friendly troops had 
closed in too tightly for supporting fires and only blocking fires and illumination 
rounds were continued th~o~~hout the early morning. As the enemy attempted 
to push out to the west thre.e'tubes of the I-84th Artillery located at My Da 
were able to bring effectiVE'!'c:i1tocking fires and illumination over the area. 
The l-ll initially fired norti:i6f the main canal andw~lk.ed their fires south 
until they were interdictingtp~ wo()dSadjacent to the canal. (See Sketch Map 1). 
At this time they moved the;ti1:ese~st: ~ndwest along the nipa palm on both 
sides of the canal. The. arttil-en fi:res were interrupted often during the 
afternoon because the gun~targ~tli:newas exactly the axis of the air strikes. 
all of which were brought alonftthe southern portion of the canal. The smoke 
from the grass fires to the nOrll;( and' setith'blaIlketed the' area, making 
observation of aircraft extremely diffiCuit~ I know fOr a fact that Lieutenant 
Colonel William L. Hauser, th~"Battalion Commander of the 1-11, had to 
check fires several times as we·.saw Cobras emerging from the smoke in 
the line of artillery fires. Altho.q.gh the 688 rounds fired were generally far 
less than that normally expected In an encirclement, the ultimate tightness 
of the circle and the Situation prevailing mitigated against more extensive 
coverage. Both the" commandersa:nd the infantrymen were well satisfied 
with the support, which amounted to about 171 rounds per tube of 105mm, 
which in actuality is above the 9th Divisionts 150 round average per tube for 
this type of contact..·· . 

Tactical Air SU]!port : 
The first Air Force tacti.cal air strike was put i.rl at 1405 hours about 100 
meters south of the large canal and several hundred meters to the northeast 
of where C/2-39 was in heavy contact. This was a pre-planned target which 
was diverted to the in-contact mission. Subsequently, five additional, 
immediate air strikes were placed (See Sketch Map 1). The secon.d strike 
was also needed to extricate C/2-39 which was bung up by fire coming from 
a banana grove to the nOrtheast. Because of the smoke and the inability of 
the troops to identify themselves clearly with smoke grenades, there was 
hesitancy both on the part of the ground troops as well as the F AC to put 
the strikes in too close. However, the FAC in this case was, in my opinion, 
overly cautious and took too long to get the second strike placed. In the 
meantime while the FAC was getting oriented, the gunships were working 
the area over. As the af-ternoon wore on, the ability of the FAC and tac air 
to hit the target improved measurably. The artillery'was located almost 
due east at My Phuoc Tay. Since all air strikes had to·.go h~.on the artillery 
gun-target line, the two could no't be utilized simultaneous~y. The air 
strikes also made it difficult for the gunships to operate during the early 
part of the afternoon. The air strike put in at 1740 by Blade 03under.the 
guidance of MajorRamon Medina (callsign Tamale 02) was right on target. 
Through binocul~lrs I could see four VC completely engulfed by napalm. . 
On the second sortie Apache saw eight men wiped out, so we know that at 
least 12 enemy were killed and certainly there were many ·more that we 
could not see. The last air strike of the day went in at 1800 hours, ~ain 
on target to the east. The fact that the wind was blowing to the IiQrthwest 
rn.ade it extremely difficult to put air strikes into the west. By lQOO hburs 
we knew the enemy was trying to escape to the west and we hoped .to clobber 
him at night. However, we had trouble getting "Spooky," who was';VNAF, 
on the "push" and the Air Force would not put in air strike~ without' flare 
ship coverage. As a substitute, 155 howitzers from My Da about 10 kilometers 
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to the west were used to block the enemy. The sketch attached shows the 
location of the air strikes and it can be Seen that they were very effective 
along the nipa next to the canal but did not move inland enough to take out 
the machine gun positions. Unquesttonab;Ly ~ the air strikes should have 
been closer to the troops in contact but the pUots stated they just couldn't 
chance it because of the smoke and highly fluid situation. In retrospect we 
probably could have used six more air strikes to great advantage. 

Gunship Support 
Chief Warrant OfficerRobertBeck,-9thAviatton Ba.ttiilion,-a fire team 
leader of a pp.ir of Cobras on station during the afternoon, for one doesn't 
agree with the last statement. He felt that the air strikes were brought in 
too soon. It was his experience that troops inclose contact needed gunship 
support. I couldn't agree with CWO Beck more, but unfortunately we've 
found out through experience that gunship rockets just wontt take out a 
heavily bunkered po~ition and that is what the troops were up against. CWO 
Beck stated, as did the tac air pilots and FACts, that he had a hard time 
seeing troop position markings because of thesmoke. Consequently, most 
of the afternoon he was unsure exactly where the troops were located. He 
thought at the beginning of the battle that there were too many light fire 
teams on station at one time and that with the air strikes and artillery that 
the area was very congested. When one of the units was in extremely 
heavy contact, he swept in after one sortie of a tac air miSSion, plastered 
the bunker area, and got out of the way before the second sortie. He 
stated that he couldn't hang in close to the target like he wanted because 
of the smoke. 

Delta Troop, 3-5 Cav was scrambled late in the afternoon from the 2d 
Brigade area in Kien Roa Province to provide support for the Boomerangs 
(191st ARC) because they had had one chopper- shot down and two others 
with mechanical problems. Delta Troop had abard time providing proper 
gunship coverage to the slicks during insertions because of the smoke, 
However, all LZ's used durirlg the day were cold. .. 

The most decisive support by the gunships, in my opinion, occurred about 
2200 hours when a light fire team was making a run parallel to the canal 
fronl west to east just as "Spooky" dropped a flare. The flare dropped 
right over some VC moving out hurriedly to th.e west, catching them by 
surprise. It was just as light as day. The Cobfiti>Uot, with instant 
reflexes, cut loose with his mini-guns. It looked to me as if he cut down 
at least ten VCo Shortly thereafter A/4-39, north of the canal, complained 
that they were being shot up. The acting company commander, First 
Lieutenant John L. Roberson m, just as calm as could be, stated that he 
had had several men wounded and he himself had a slight wound. tn reality 
he lost two fingers in the mishap. Although the troops to the north of the 
canal were quite concerned about this fire, the Cobras flew very carefully 
parallel to and south of the canal and for the rest of the evening utilized 
rockets only, giving them a better point target capability. In my opinion, 
between 2200 and 2230 the gunships were decisive in slowing down the 
enemy pullout and in creating VC casualties. As I review the battle, I 
don't believe that the gunships got fu1!_(!.!'edit f01".~ll of the VC they hit. 
This was the first tiine in my IIleIIloryThat wenad kept gunships so late 
at night. By the time they left station about 2330, they had made a 
decisive contribution. 
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Encirclements North of Canal 
Three companies had been inserted south of the canal and the enemy was 
well on its way to being cut off to the east and the west as well as to the 
south. Past experience bas shown that when faced with a situation like 
this the VC unheSitatingly take to the water and try to escape away from 
the US troops. In almost every contact I have been involved with, both 
in Long An and Dinh Tuong Provinces, the VC have been located on a 
stream. US forces tend to think of streams as obstacles, but the VC 
tend to think of thelll as communication routes and escape routes. 
Therefore, I decided to insert and seal the northern side of the Tong 
Doc Loc Canal (See Sketch Map 4). The first unit to be inserted north 
of the canal was A/4-39 at 1720 hours. They were inserted without lllishap 
in the central portion of the battle area opposite the machine gun locations 
to the south. The unit moved out sharply to the south encountering no 
booby traps. At 1920 hours several hundred llleters north of the main 
canal they engaged and killed five VC and captqred two AK's as they moved 
to seal the canal. 

Next to be inserted on the north was A/6-31 who air assaulted about a 
"click" to the west of A/4-39 at 1742 hours (See Sketch Map 4). According 
to Sergeant Thomas A. Cashmire, RTOfor thELlst Platoon, they were told 
to head east until they hit a "small blue" and then to move south to the "big 
blue. tr This they did. As they monitored the radio net, they could hear 
the intense firing and maneuvering by other elements. On their way east 
they engaged two VC llloving parallel to them._They didn't get them and a 
light fire team was called in. The light fire team zapped them good. As 
they came to the "small blue, " there was a "hooch" which had VC writing 
allover it--propaganda of some sort. The water was chest high as they 
crossed the slllall canal. They began to move south until they hit the big 
canal where they proceeded to link up with the 4th Battalion, 39th Infantry 
to the east. It was then about 2000 hourso Sergeant Cashmire says that 
there was firing on the south of the river all the time. He and the lllen 
were getting excited. They were anxious to get set up, and once they did 
everyone fired across the river. When they opened up~ the VC to the south 
really hit back. This went on and off for a long time. At about 2200 hours 
the Cobras started firing south of the canal. Illulllination was overhead. 
All of a sudden the Cobras started firing on their side. The gunships were 
trying to get the VC who were near the canal's~_dge. He remembered shouting 
on the radio that the Cobras were shooting up their side of the bank. Once 
the Cobras had been warned, the firing stopped illllllediately> 

C/4-39 was inserted just at dark, 1912 hours to be exact, to the east of 
A/4-39 (See Sketch Map 4). They were given instructions by Lieutenant 
Colonel David H. Hackworth, Battalion Commap.der of the 4th Battalion, 
39th Infantry, who was in charge of all troops north of the caru+l, . t9, m,oye 
south to the canal and to link up wfth A/4-39 and with B/2-39 south of the 
canal. Captain Gordon D. DeRoos, the company commander, llloved his: ,;, 
80-man cOlllpany in three columns about 75 llleters apart. Everything was 
uneventful untnthey hit the river and movedto the west to attempt'to_linkup 
with "Alert" (A/4-39). About this time "SP9oky" came on statton,." ,_ 
illuminating the _ area, which niacfe _ mov:e~e~t. mqre d,ifH.<:v.ltj:>eca,u,s"e ,they. _, _­
were not s~t;ili Pos.i~lo~ •. ;·,T1;t~:¥,n,nke<iU:p,~lJh ';N,ert,': ,C.wnJ?3:~:Y: ~~rY ~~~llY~~ 
Captain DeRoos initially set men up in strong pOints 15 mpt~r~ap.art JJ!lJ., " 
he found the area too large and re-estabUshed four- mansfrong points 50- 60 
meters apart. During this time, Lieutenant Colonel Hackworth was overhead, 

':.: ' 
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getting his comp4nies linked_togetlier to the north and tied to the units to 
the south. He had very little 'trouble tying his companies north of the river 
together, but C/4-3!} was not exactly matched up with B/2-39 south of the 
canal. Finally, with the use of M-79 illumination and strobe lights, a 
positive linkage was made 0 About 2300 hours the 2d Platoon of Charlie 
Company saw enemy groups moving out to the west. The first group of 
six VC was engaged and at least half of them struck down. Immediately 
following, a group of three or four was seen in the illumination of the 
Spooky aircraft and fire was brought to bear on them. The VC were running 
close to the river, and they were observed moving to the west in sm.all 
groups until about 0200 when the flare ship went off station. After that 
there was not much action. 

Reenforcing South of the Canal 
By 2000 hours three companies had also been inserted north of the canal and 
they were well on their way toward the canal's northern edge and a complete 
link-up to insure that none of the VC could escape northward across the 
canal 0 With evening approaching, it was obvious that the enemy south of 
the canal was trying to break out. Three com.panies just could not possibly 
cover the required two to three kilometers of seal and it was obvious that 
additional units would have to be inserted. A/3-39 in mid-afternoon was 
20 kilometers away, broken down into six ambush patrols in the vicinity 
of Vinh Kim. They were alerted in the field about 1600 and hooked into My 
Phuoc Tay with about 50 personnel at 1915 hours. They im.mediately went 
into a PZ configuration and were picked up and inserted in the area of 
contact behind C/6-31 at 2031 hours (See Sketch Map 5). Lieutenant Seth 
w. Collins, the company commander, went on the ground prior to insertion 
to talk to Captain Maudlin, the com.pany commander of C/6-31, to get a 
picture of the situation. C/6-31 was taking a lot of enemy fire. A/2-39 
with whom A/3-39 (Pistol) was supposed to link up with on the west was 
over a kilometer and a half distant at that time. There were grass fires 
everywhere. A/3-39 moved northward until they hit the position of C/6-3I. 
They then were passed to the west along C/6-3I's perimeter. They moved 
west to a stream line which they crossed and started northwest across an 
open field. 

When they had gone several hundred meters, the point man saw something 
m.oving in the treeline to their north (See Sketch Map 5). Two VC were 
observed to be running. The troops opened up on them, killing them. At 
this time the whole company dropped to the ground and the VC opened fire 
simultaneously. Lieutenant Collins says the fire was fantastic, the best 
VC fire that he had encountered. The VC were very diSCiplined. It was 
all grazing fire and extremely intense. Three men were hit in the legs 
before they could hit the ground. There was no cover. No dikes. They 
were out in the open. For the moment A/3- 39 returned the fire as best 
they could. However, they immediately got calls from 2d Platoon of 
A/2- 39 to the north, stating that they were being fired into, It was obvious 
that the VC were between the right flank of the 2d Platoon, A/2-39, and 
A/3-39. Collins decided to withdraw and regroup. On the way back AKTs 
(green tracers) opened up on the In from the northeast. The ITlen crawled 
back at least 150 yards. F rom then on out spOradic firing continued. As they 
were regrouping, they could hear A/2-39 on the radio. They had hit SOIne 
barbed wire and booby traps, wounding one man. About that time machine 
guns from the north opened up on A/2-39: Lieutenant Colonel Hackworth 
asked "Pistol Alpha Six" to move. Major Taylor, Lieutenant Colonel 
Sullivan's Exec, arrived about that time and he and Lieutenant Collins 
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talked it over. They didntt know how they were going to link up with A/2-39, 
which was over one kilometer to the west. Major Taylor recommended they 
move several hundred meters to the north and as far west as possible. With 
this, Lieutenant Collins sent one element north along the stream bank and 
when they got to the intersection of the small east-west blue they moved 
northwest, across the open field, trying to block VC movement to the west 
from the area where intense machine gun fire had been forthcoming (See 
Sketch Map 6). 

Captain Maudlin, C/6- 31, remembers discussin~ the ground situation with 
Lieutenant Collins, A/3-39. Sometime after A/3-39 had moved out to the 
west, AK-47 ts opened up throughout the middle of the contact area and a 
real gunfight started. Although it was "hot" in his area, the majority of 
the enemy fire from three or four machine guns was directed at A/3- 39. 
He reme!Dbers the situation was !Dade very difficult because the enemy 
was between A/3-39 and A/2-39. A/3-39 had three men hit. From about 
2200 hours on, Captain Maudlin said that there was a small enemy group 
which was reconning the area. Captain Maudlin knew that the VC recon 
element was looking for a way out and although his unit tried to hit them, 
they could not get any bodycount. Fighting continued at a heavy rate of 
fire until about 0100. In summing it up, Maudlin said it was a hell of a 
fight, with the mass of booby traps and the intense enemy fire (See Sketch 
Map 6). 

About 2100 hours C/2-39 was re-inserted back into the same area from 
which they had been extracted earlier in the afternoon. They moved to take 
their position in the seal between C/6-3l and B/2-39 (See Sketch Map 5). 

About 2300 hours, Major Taylor, who was acting as ground commander 
for all of the troops south of the canal, started what was in reality a 
heroic walk around the perimeter. He trod through booby trap fields and 
took a very real chance of being shot by either friendly or enemy troops. 
He states that there was a definite link in the east between B/2-39 south 
of the canal and C/4-39 to the north, as well as between B/2-39, C/2-39, 
and A/6-3l (See Sketch Map 6). When he got to A/3-39, Lieutenant Collins 
had just finished withdrawing after having some men wounded and was 
regrouping. After the wounded were dusted of!, Major Taylor suggested 
that Lieutenant Collins move his people to the north and northwest in order 
to extend the perimeter as far as possible. As noted previously, Lieutenant 
Collins did just that, extending the perimeter another 700 meters to the 
west. However, he did not make contact with A/2-39. . 

Mter Captain Williford's western unit had received mortar fire and his 
platoon on the east had run into machine gun fire and had been caught in a 
crossfire between A/3- 39 and the VC, Captaln Williford brought his two 
platoons together and again prepared to move out to the Tong Doc Loc Canal. 
At that time, 2000 hours, the friendly forces on the. north side of the canal 
opened fire and maintained a rapid rate of fire for eight to ten minutes. 
Around 2200 hours the gunships expended their entire load on a bunker line 
running east to west. Following the gunship strike, both platoons moved 
forward approximately 100 meters and again drew immediate machine gun 
fire. Artillery was also adjusted into the bunker line. A second gunship 
strike was called in around the same area and again most of the rockets 
were on target. One of the gunships took several hits from one of the bunker 
positions. Booby traps were encountered and a Claymore mine was used 
to clear a path through the mine fence and booby trap area. A/2-39 moved 
another 50 meters and encountered another booby trap fence. As they were 
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setting up another claymore~ ''Spooky'' (an AF flare ship) came up on 
station and his first flare was right on the treeline. Captain Williford's 
men spotted nine VC, three of which were carrying a wounded man (See 
Sketch Map 6). ImUlediately the VC were engaged with small arms and 
M-79's. They think they got them all. A/2-39 again drew light AK fire 
from. the northwest wood line. Nevertheless2~ they pushed on and at about 
0120 hours reached the major canal. Captain Williford then stationed his 
people 10 to 15 meters apart to the south and ·southeast, hoping to meet up 
with A/3-39. However, the distance betweenthe units was too great and 
a firm link-up with A/3-39 was not made. However, a positive link-up 
was made with A/6-31 to the north of the river and except for a small 
portion south of the canal the six kilometer seal was complete (See Sketch 
Map 6). 

Gunships were on station until about midnight and proved particularly 
effective in interdicting enemy movements and giving support to the troops. 
I personally had never seen such a fire fight at night as that which occurred 
about 2100 hours. My troops at Fire Support Base Moore, approximately 
II kilometers away. watched from roof tops. An area a couple of kilometers 
square was almost completely interlaced witl1. tracers. Although the guns 
were spewing destruction, the patterns of the-varied tracers reminded one 
of colored lace work. The gunships silenced-at least three enemy machine 
guns that evening. 

Policing the Battlefield __ 
It had been a hard battle. In the early morntD.g a sweep was started south 
of the canal. Captain Williford swept the contact area to the east, uncovering 
eight bodies hidden in the tall grass and Chicom machine gun ammunition, 
uniforms and documents. As the sweep progressed, numerous blood trails 
were spotted and five additional bodies were uncovered. A/3- 39 started 
to move again at 0400. The fog was heavy. They ran right into the middle 
of an enemy base camp which was heavily bunkered. Later in the morning, 
A/3- 39 linked up with A/2- 39 and they swept east until they met with C /6- 31. 
There were Chicom grenades everywhere. If looked like a minefield. 
A/3- 39 destroyed six grenades, but by this time they had had enough of the 
minefield so they got back to the treeline and -followed a path south to the PZ. 
Captain Maudlin's troops, C/6-31, swept along the north-south canal to his 
west where there were many booby traps on mounds near the bunkers. In 
the grassy area where C/2-39 had received such brutal punishment they 
found at least 25 RPG tail fins. They also found US type cartridges for a 
machine gun, an indication that one of our 60 t s had been pouring it back on 
the VC. Again booby traps and burnt out grass were everywhere. The 
sweep was anything but easy, and afterward the troops moved south and 
most of them were picked up by the slicks and deposited at My Phuoc Tay 
from where they were ''booked'' or convoyed back to their bases. 

To the north of the canal Sergeant Cashmire states that A/6- 31 started to 
move back the way they came about 1100 hours. On the way out the lead 
element saw two VC and killed them. When they got to the PZ, they set up 
a perimeter defense for themselves and the two companies of the 4th Battalion, 
39th Infantry. As the 4th Battalion, 39th Infa]ltry moved to the PZ, they saw 
many bunkers and fighting positions but they had seen very few Charlies 
north of the river. Hooks came in and transported the 4th Battalion, 39th 
Infantry back to Fire Support Base Danger. 
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The sweep of the area turned out to be very disappointing. I expected at 
least a hundred bodycount but a total of 72 including the 12 wiped out by the 
Air Force were reported. Only seven weapons were picked up. It was 
obvious that the troops didn't police the area Properly. The troops were 
so concerned about the booby traps that most of th~ time they Just didn't 
get off the trails an4 the_junior leaders were reluctant to push their men 
into areas where they might be killed just to ti~y up the battlefield. I 
know for a fact, for example, that two mortars were discovered by the 
CIDG in tlte area on the 13th of March. It's a tough trade-off, possible 
weapons arid. bodycount for possible booby trap casualties. 

COllllllunications .. ~ ____ ~ _____ ~ _____ ~ ____ . _____ .~ _______ _ 
COlllIDunications-wise, the troops showed a trern.endous versatility by 
moving to another unit's command push while utilizing their own callsigns. 
South of the blue there were elements of three separate battalions, all 
utilizing the 2d Battalion, 39th Infantry push. Whereas, north of the. blue, 
there were two battalions under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Hackworth 
using the 4th Battalion, 39th Infantry push. Once the insertion to the north 
was cOlllpleted, I controlled both air and artillery strikes to insure that. both 
battalion commanders were completely awareof the situation. It really. 
paid off to have Lieutenant Colonel Peterson, CO of the 6th Battalion, Sl~t 
Infantry, run the staging area at My Phuoc Tay-. The Hooks were coming 
in continuously depositing troops which were then loaded into slicks for air 
assault into the combat area. ''Pete'' kept things sorted out and by 
utilizing his command push I freed the other two pushes of lllO st of the 
logistical problems. The C&C console with tWCl stations just could not h~ck; 
the traffic and we had to have two PRC-25's operating all the time just to 
lllonitor the three battalion nets and to use the brigade comllland neL Both 
"Spooky" and the air cav reported to Lieutenant Colonel Sullivan on the 2d 
Battalion~ 39th Infantry neL For in-contact support the air cav got on tbe 
cOlllpany frequencies to get specific instructions. Without good cOlllmunications 
at the cOlllpany level the link-up of units would :not have been possib~e •. ' 

Conclusions ~ . _____ ~ ______ ~~ ___ ~ ____ ~___ ____ ___ _ __ _ 
All in all the battle had been conducted lllost sa1Jsfactorily. Elements Of_ 
four battalions had partiCipated on the ground. -~Thirteen insertions had been 
made, four after dark. Tac air, artillery~ and gunships had been use4_with 
great finesse and a seal six kUometers long h.ad...been efiectec;i, with. eyeb<J.U 
to eyeball contact established by all elelllents except A/2-39 and A/3-39 in 
the southwest. The battalion and small unit commanders had perforJiled. 
extrelllely well. Except for the initial casualti~s when three men wer~ -
killed and 12 men wounded, only eight additional personnel had been wounded. 
At least 72 VC had been killed. Personnel for the lllOSt part had acted. 
extremely professional. The bravery and guts of the individual soldier was 
extraordinary. He forced himself to close through sllloke and grass fires 
and devilish booby trap fields, mostly at night, with a well entrenched enemy 
and against heavy s:mall arlllS and automatic weapons fire. 
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THE BATTLE OF THANH PHU 

LESSONS LEARNED 

1. Reaction Time. Once contact is established, it is absolutely eS8ential 
to make an early decision t()plleonand-EmclrClefhe-enemy.-IilHie cas-eof 
the Battle of Thanh Phu, the decision was made at 1330 hours. The 
Commanding General made all of the aviation assets of the division available. 
Personnel were inserted as rapidly as possible 9 utilizing Chinooks for the 
non-tactical lift and "slicks" for tactical insertions, yet three insertions 
were made after dark. Our experience has shown that when the decision to 
pile on is made after 1500 hours, generally at_least 50 percent of the 
insertions are made during darkness when the enemy is slipperiest. 

2. Airborne Personnel Detectors. Although it was known that an enemy 
unit was in the general area of the contact, insertions on agent reports and 
visual reconnaissance by the air cav failed to produce any contacts. It was 
only when the unit inserted on a significant HPeople Sniffer" reading that 
contact was established. The "People Sniffer" has proven to be the most 
reliable intelligence asset of the 9th Infantry Division. Its use has enabled 
the division to make many contacts with the enemy. 

3. Maintenance of Proper Tactical Formations at All Times. Probably, the 
single major fault of small unit comIllanders in the field is that they do not 
maintain proper tactical formations at all times. In the case of the Battle 
of Thanh Phu, the failure to have flank securUy out enabled the enemy to 
obtain surprise and flanking fires. The fact that the troops did not use a 
point man properly and were bunched up while walking in column formation 
enabled several booby traps to create multiple casualties. Maintenance of 
proper tactical formations is of such great importance, particularly in areas 
where booby traps are found, that repetitive training in this subject is a must. 

4. Point of Airborne Insertions. In the Delta terrain with the inundated 
areas and dense fOliage, it is essential that air assaults be inserted as 
close to the target as is prudent so that troops can close with the enemy in 
an expeditious maIUler. Consider the situation where A/2-39 was inserted 
over one kilometer away from the main canal which they were directed to 
cut in order to prevent the escape of the enemy to the west. The fact that 
the unit was inserted so far away enabled the enemy to withdraw part of his 
forces west along the canal prior to A/2- 39 completing its seal. In this 
case no bot LZ' s had been encountered and it appears that with proper LZ 
preparation that the insertion should have been made much closer to the 
target area. Combat doctrine of the 9thlnfanj:2,'Y Division calls for 
insertion between 300 and 500 meters from the target areao 

5. Grass Fires. This was the first case in wlilch major grass fires had 
actually enveloped a whole a:reoa or contacf;~-theieby ~cieaHngphysicaI- ... 
problems for troops on the ground and blanketi:n,g the area with smoke_ 
The normal heavy reliance of units on smoke grenades for identification 
was negated by the smoke. It is recommendeg when operating in a dry 
area susceptible to grass fires that units carry pyrotechnic pistols to 
identify themselves and to direct gunships and aviation fire support on to 
eneIllY targets. 
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6. Bunker Busting. It has been the experience of the 9th Infantry Division 
that well-entrenched enemy in bunkers generally can be knDcked out only by 
tac air strikes. We have found that the most productive means of 
eliminating bunkers is by use of fuse delay bombs. These have proven 
highly successful and can be placed closer to friendly troops than point 
detonating ordnance. Gunship rockets and napalm have repeatedly proven 
non-effective against bunkers. Several units in the past have utilized 
satchel charges placed on top of bunkers by the air cav to eliminate 
difficult strong points. Although this method has proven successful, it 
places the air cav in an extrem.ely vulnerable position and it is recommended 
only when friendly troops have been pinned down too close to a bunker to 
extract and bring in air strikes. 

7. Gunship Support at Night. At the Battle of Thanh Phu, gunship support 
during the evening proved to be one of the most important means of 
interdicting enemy movemenL In a nighttime situation identification is 
absolutely essential and a firm knowledge of the position of friendly elements 
is required. In the Delta the most easily identifiable terrain feature is 
normally waterways and it is recommended that gunships use these terrain 
features in adjusting supporting fires. The gunships were particularly 
useful in eliminating enemy machine gun elements. Machine guns gave 
their positions away by the telltale white tracers, enabling gunships to 
bring devastating fire to bear. 

8. Unit Identification at Night. Experience of the 9th Division has been that 
units in a seal operation are fairly easily identifiable to personnel in the air 
by use of a sttobe light (light, marker, distress). The division has issued 
1500 strobe lights for use by troops in the field. Without them positive 
linkage of units in a seal operation would be virtually impossible. It is 
particularly important that all friendly troops be identified when artillery 
strikes are to be brought inside the doughnut (seal). The artillery 
commander, flying in an LOH, carr identify friendly units on the ground at 
night only if strobe lights are available. 

9. Booby Traps. Enemy P,,!'suil.av~~_eIJe~tedly_in.t!icat~c3. tha~ntlley ~ren . 
using booby traps as tactical weapons. Contrary to previous beliefs, the 
enemy is quite often very near to booby trapped areas. PW's have 
indicated that many Free World Forces units are discouraged when 
striking booby traps so that when the enemy holds its fire they withdraw 
rather than accept the apparently inevitable casualties. Therefore, 
troops should be alerted that although 94 percent of booby traps are not 
covered by fire, this is no indication that the enelllY is not near. On the 
contrary they should increase their alertness for bunkers and enemy 
poSitions. The PW indicated that around a defensive pOSition the VC 
normally employ booby traps in three rows with ten meters between rows. 
Once you penetrate the enemy's outer protection, you will not find booby 
traps within the interior positions. 

100 PoliCing the Battlefield. Recent experience bas indicated a reluctance 
on the part of troops to sweep the battlefield w-"here large numbers of enemy 
weapons have been encountered. As mentionea, it is a tough trade-off, 
possible weapons and bodycount against possible booby trap casualtieso 
When the enemy is known definitely to have been killed, it appears vitally 
important to accept possible casualties to sweep the area for weapons so 
that the weapons cannot be used again to kill and cripple US personnel. 
Sweep operations need not be hurried and when conducted carefully, booby 
trap casualties will not occur. 
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11. Sunken Sampans. VC move their logistical support and their heavy 
w-eapons by sampan. When they have arrived at a new base area they offload 
the sampans, set up their weapons, and then they camouflage the sampans 
by sinking them. Quite often variations in the _tide w-ill show- up sunken 
sampans. Sunken sampans can be an indicatio-n that a major VC element is 
in the area. They are a very useful intelligence indicator. 

12. Mortar Fire. The VC have been taught to fire mortars on air assault 
insertions. It is essential, therefore, that troops exit from the aircraft 
quickly and disperse rapidly so that neither aircraft nor troops make a 
good target. 

13. VC CommunicatiOns. Asi-lialcaECa-;-fiicVC!lave a central comma 
center w-hich is normally the battalion headquarters. The battalion 
headquarters area has a sw-itchboard, radio receivers and transmitters, 
as well as the r.nessage center. During a battle the VC rely solely upon 
runners and field phones. They do not use FM radio for fear of giving 
their position away. The VC organize their position on the basis of 
interior lines, and the elimination of a headquarters element would just 
about eliminate all pos sibilitie 5 of command and control. 

14. Enemy Use c.f Reconnaissance Ele:ment. Enemy battalions have a very 
small highly trained recon element. In the case of the 261 B Battalion, it 
was a 12 -:man unit. These units continuously probe our units to find w-eak 
spots which the rest of the VC battalion can exploit. The moveITlent and 
probing of the recon element is continuous an!L::;tarts at the advent of a 
contact and goes on both day and night. 

15. WithdrawaL When ordered to withdraw, the VC send out their recon 
element first. When the recon element has found a route, the heavy weapons 
company, battalion headquarters, then the individual elements withdraw, in 
that order. Consequently, the cessation of mort? 1."' and machine gun fire is 
an excellent indication that the enemy is withdrawing. Corrunanders should 
do everything in their power to attempt to dete:rmine the route of withdrawal 
and block up the gap. All VC have been given night training, the :most 
important aspect of which is how to crawl and move at night without being 
detected. On withdrawals they mostly move in crouching position. With 
aerial illumination and observation, as used in the Battle of Thanh Phu, 
the movements can be detected and. effective fire brought to bear. 

16. The VC Action During BOrrlbing and A:-rtiIIery Strikes. The-VC note 
the i:mpact area of bo:rnbs and artillery and imrrlediately after irnpact they 
move into the craters. The PW stated, "Then right after the strikes we 
would move back into the same area bec~use the US does not bOrrlb into 
the sarrle area right away. 11 The 9th Division passed this information on 
to our cOInInanders and within five days one of-the brigades picked up 
seven bodycount by clobbering the VC engaged in just that tactic. There 
are two methods of co!nbating this VC tactic. One is by having gunships 
:rnake a pass after every tac air strike or artillery volley. The other is 
by having the tac air and artillery s_trik_e the l3ame area twice in a row 
without any shift. 

17. Advance Warning of US Operations. Interrogation of the VC indicated 
that his battalion often received advanced warning of planned US troop 
operations. The warning message V\i'as 1"~s_eived~y_j;1"!€LR~i:t:;'!Jj.J::m._c9~ander 
via coded radio transmission. He stated his battalion normally received 
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warning of a planned US operation for the next day the evening before. The 
9th Division has found the aio re m entia ned to be the case on several 
occasions. Although it is disconcerting~ it shows the requirement for 
strict security concerning forthcoming operations. It is believed that AO 
clearance procedures lead to the leaks. Clearance procedures should be 
reviewed to preclude such leaks either by the establishment of permanent 
AO's Or by the ability to obtain AO's quickly just prior to an operation. 

18. Helicopter Over-flights. The PW further stated that whenever US 
choppers over-flew an area, the VC realized that an insertion was 
imminent and quite often they would move out of the area completely. He 
called the LOH a "staff officer's" helicopter. The VC have standing orders 
not to fire on US helicopters, particularly LOH's, because this gives away 
their position and invites attack. 

19. Weapons Evacuation. All VC personnel are ordered to make every 
effort to recover the weapons of fallen VC. In many cases when the 
tactical situation requires rapid withdrawal,individual and crew-served 
weapons are hidden for pick up five or six days later. In the Battle of 
Thanh Phu, the VC carried out two or three weapons each from the contact 
area. 

20. Evacuation of Wounded. VC wounded are carried to a battalion aid 
station for emergency treatment by members of the battalion. The 
battalion aid station is normally centrally located near a route of 
withdrawal. From that point the wounded are transported by recruited 
civilians to a hospital supporting the unit. Nylon hammocks are often 
used to transport the wounded. Evacuation of wounded is often conducted 
during the heat of the battle. 

21. Disposal of Dead. During contact, if the VC are unable to remove 
their dead or to bury them then the dead are wrapped in nylon camouflage 
material and left out in the open or hidden in bunkers. The unit normally 
returns to an area of contact later to bury their dead or to recruit civilian 
labor to recover and to bury the dead. The PW stated, "We placed some 
more of the dead in the bunkers an(LC()ve:t"~<i SOItlELwJtb, tlylpIl stllff because 
US troops fail to check all possible places for bodies>" We believe that 
is is highly useful to utilize stay-behind patrols with snipers to stake out 
the area of a sizable contact. During the past month this has produced 
additional bodycount on several occasions. 

22. Defense Against CS Gas. The PW stated, ''The helicopters were 
dropping the f crying gas' and a marsh grass fire was set off by smoke 
grenades. To defend against the gas, we placed a wet cloth across the 
bunker openings, then lit a candle or burner to cause any gas which might 
penetrate the bunker to rise to the ceiling while we remained on the floor. 
This was 100% effective. The other method we use is to urinate on a 
towel and place it over the face. After the attack we use a 'Chinese our 
to cLear the 'crying gas r from our skin. If The 9th Division ran a test on 
the VC m.ethods and determ.ined-that they ind~ed were effective as stated. 
However, we found out that during a temperature inversion when the gas 
perSistently stayed on the ground that it would penetrate into the foxholes. 
We also found out that if we used double doses of gas instead of the normal 
single cannister drop that the CS would then-llenetrate the foxholes. A 
useful technique for friendly troops arises from the foregoing VC tactic: 
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since the VC stay covered up for five to fifteen minutes (the time depending 
on the persistency of the gas) after a CS attack1 then after a CS drop is a 
good time for friendly soldiers to maneuver against VC positions. 

23. The Use of Local Guerrillas. Local guer!"!llas are used to lay booby 
traps to protect the flanks of the battalion. These booby traps are often 
laid in two to four rows along the battalion flankS and astride possible avenues 
of approach into the battalion defensive positions. The local guerrillas also 
provide a screening and delaying force for the battalion. 

24. VC Stream Crossing Technique. When withdrawing from contact, they 
often use inflated nylon sheets to float clothes, -weapons, and equipment 
across a stream or canal. Where possible, the larger weapons are broken 
down and floated across. Sampan use is avoided due to ease of detection by 
US helicopters 0 

25. US Helicopter Assaults". Helicopter assaults were very fast and well 
done, allowing VC no time to-move out. Immediately after the first two 
helicopters popped smoke, US troops came in. 

26. US Tactics - VC View. US troops stay too close together during 
movement, rest, or withdrawal. US troops move in one group allowing the 
VC to easily pin the element down with one machine gun. The US wait until 
they are too close to VC position to deploy for assault. US troops believe 
that because they cannot immedIately see the VC in the area, the VC are 
not there. US troops fail to check all canals and bunkers. US troops go 
slowly in booby trapped areas, but fight very courageously. US troops 
moving in single file close together cause many booby trap casualties. 

27. US Artillery. VC do not greatly fear US artillery if they are in bunkers. 
The VC infantry are well protected from aIr/artillery strikes if they stay 
in their bunkers. 

28. VC After-Action Reports. As a result of this battle the US had three 
killed and 20 wounded and one helicopter was shot down. In the words of 
the PW, the following VC report was submitted: "On the day of 13 March 
1969 my Battalion Commander reported on the ~dio to the 1st Regiment 
that: There were 1500 US troops that participated in the battle from Saigon. 
We were courageous and killed 150 US troops, shot down one jet aircraft and 
two helicopters. After this the Battalion Commander gave the speech in 
front of the soldiers that the Regiment highly recommended praise to each 
soldier. The Battalion Commander told me to make a good report to the 
Regiment~" It has been our experience that the VC always exaggerate the 
results of a battle. Therefore, it is important to counteract this false 
reporting, which tends to improve their morale and give the VC a sense of 
accomplishment, by US and GVN PSYOPS activities that tell the true story 
of the battle. PSYOPS should be the quick reaction type so that they can 
be disseminated within 48 hours after the completion of the contact. 

29. VC Re-Supply. T~e PW stated that withina few days after the battle 
his unit had been r.e-supplied 60mm mortars and 'We were very tired and 
our morale was very low, but the battalion com.mander gave the word that 
our unit (75 men) would return to Klen Phong tQ get reinforcements and 
recruit new men to fight again." It appears that the ability of the VC to 
re-supply and to immediately commence recruiting gives them a resiliency 

29 

FOR OFFICALUSE ONLY 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

-

FOt OFFICAL USE ONW 
that makes it difficult to eUminate a unit. Once a unit bas been in contact 
and hurt bad, every effort should be made to find him and keep the pressure 
on to prevent him from bouncing back. It has been our experience tbat enemy 
units are rarely p if ever, "wiped out. " 
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.A TH. II. AT BAiLE GRID, TL croULD f.GT O'eSBRV'':: 1£t{r;;I·1Y1S wEAPmr::.; (;R Gl!:AR 

B£{}AUSl!l OF TBR,lAm f L t:GATIVE ACnml TlKEN. 281'7'30n- '.m ~rUILJ~ 'BETI·:G 

I,xTliAC'LD Ih1.011 XD924683 RSC~n'RD SAF AND WHAT APl%1.R::l) To II VE :gE~;l~ 

AoAo FIRl:!; FRuN X1>Y23682, ~NSPORT IHh,O.tAS HIT BTJT 'Cv;'TtJ::ljED "TO 

FLY AND T~ '.lAS EXT.ftACTi~:Ob 
------

~ 

27130011 'rt't AT XD925677 llliAlW VOICES OF T~!O HEn AND (SfnCf.rOt,:;:r.f v --trJO 

AP.I:'GA.tt::.:J Tv EE S;·iILi.ILG TIt: RIVER AT XD9266C5, l:EGATIV3 ACTIOH T1H<.r.r· o 

T:e.I DUR.I~:G iiJUTIR£ PATRuIJ LIf::Afu) WHAT SOUl:D.t:D LILT.)l AI:: A.Ji, WEAi?014 

~'IRnJG FHUh XD910685 MID AlrUTW& AT XD~30684 'BOTH GJUr.;5 A.J/'if~~ APPROX~ 

U1i.TJ;; A.S 'J:.~ COULD tOT Gt:T lH ACCURATE FIX Oi G·OD.L 

70 Ofl!i,.;R n.lt"O: IWli.J. 
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SECRET 

FLAS~sX9ai~~ MAY69 

FM: cl THIRD MARDIV DGH 
TO: CG FIRST HARINE AIR vlING DNG 

SUBJ: THI3.D t<l.mDlv HELO FRAGS FOR ,30UAY69 

//SECRET// 

UH-1E(G) UH .. lE{S) 
507/203 101 
401" 102 
510 

10 MSN 101 STD FRAG 
1. ~~N 102 srD FRAG 
2;' 2 UH-1E(S) 

OH.,.46D 
505 
501/503 
401 
301 

GH",,46A 
,$02 
10$ 
106 
103 
104 
107 

OVolO/Ol 
508/20,3 
$051509 

4~ VIP CODE 6 
6~ A. .Pt] VOB (LZ ASTOR) VANDY DASC 338.9 0710 DZ TEA 
7 ~ ALL ZONES SEoVRE 
1. MSN 103 STD FRAG 
10 MSN 104 s:ro FRAn 
19 l-1SN 105 STD F lUG 
10 ~"rSN 106 STD FRAG 
10 MSN 107 'STD FttAG 
10 MSN 203S'ro FRAG 
2. 2 UH-18(G), 1 OV-10 
40 REGON lIE," VIS REeON 
60 A. PU RECON LZ QT 0715 DZ 057416 37.3 ,PAX 

B. PU RECON LZ Q'r 0715,DZ 695490 37.,) 7PAX 
G. PU RECON LZ QT 0715 DZ 702567 37.3 6?AX 

aD. PU RECON LZ QT 0715 DZ 228303 3703 6PAX 
'1r", PU RECON LZ Q.T 0715' DZ 7996.33 3703 7PAX. 
F. PU RECaN LZ QT 0715 DZ 79158l 37.3 2PAX 
G. PU" REcmf tz Q,T 0715 DZ 824666 37 ct3 6PAX 
H. PU RhCON OZ Q.T DZ 207506 3703m7PAX 
Ie PU REGON LZ QT 07 DZ 708427 3703 TlAX 
J. PU REOON LZ QT DZ 793416 37.3 6PAX 
K. RECON LZ QT 37 ~3 7PAX 

L RteoN LZ Q~~7~ . PAX Fill) A • K AND L PO N 
8~ 

11 I 1<0' 
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DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 
l~ MSN )01 STD FRAG • 
2. 6 CHIP46 '8 .. 
4'0 TRPS.LOGISTICS 
6.. A. PU Q.T LSA ICEBOAT nA" 48.0 0700 DZ VCB LSA ICEBCAT start 

. 48.0 2000LBS/4PAX 
B.. PU' ~/VCB LS'\ CONT DZ TBA RESUPPLY» 

7 Q ALL ZOlms SEOURE ' 
1.. MSN 302 8TD FRAG 

'2~ 2 CH-46 , s 
4.. TRPS, L0818£IO$ 
6. A. PU LZ SHARON SIZES 4R 49.6 ~700 DZ 24940~ GATES 6R 

2100LBS/5pAX 
7., ALL ZONES SECURE 
1. l1SN 303 8'm FRAO 
2~ 14 OR-,3' S 
1. l~8N 304' STD FRAG 
2. 1 CH",,53 
4. LOGISTICS 
6.. Ao PU 021588 TRADEWIND A8 36.9 0700 DZ 124585 TRAIWWIND A7 

~oo~s . . 
Bo PU 124585 TRADEWIND A7 36.9 CONT DZ 021,88 TJ~AD:"WIND A8 

7500LBS. . 
1 ~ ALL ZONES REQURE 
1e l·1SN bOl STD FRAG (INCOMPLETE) 
1. l~SN 501 STD FRAG 
1. MSN 502 STD FRAG 
1., 118N 'SO.3 SID FHAG 
J. g l1SN ~05 STD FRAG 
1. USN ,506 STD FRAU 
1~ 11SN 507 STD FR[~G 
1. MSN 508 STD lrRAG 
1. r-rSN ,09 STD FRAG 
:1.0 MSN 510 STD FRAG 

GP-l.t. 
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CONFIDENTIAL" 

PRIORITYc2. 9: r/!. 9:A.r _ Z I1fl.Y 69 

FR(ll: CG T'~1IRD1:rA .. lIDIV ('R.EIN) OOH 
TO: CU TASK FORCE HOTEL VCB 

DECLASSIFIED 

':;FIRST BDE FIFT'.d ThTF DIV (m:CH) QTR 
INFO:" on m N'AF DNG 

cn XXIV cmPS PHB 
FOURTH HA::mm;s 

IIQfMFTJJFJ:1Tmll 

CHANGE OF OPCOO 

DRAFTER :;/CED!.lrb 
SE~jI86 OW:·:":: 
COPY TO: cIs 

coo 
0-3 

1. (e) EFFECTIVE 291200H UAY69 OG THIaD HARDIV JR11i:m) Assm.mS OPCON OP' L/3/4 

AND IV314 FR<l! FIRST BDE FIFTH INF DIV (lemorr) MID sr1ULTMmousrx PASSH:S OPCQN 

TO OG TASK FORCE. HOTEL. 

. CONFIDENTIAL 
DECLASSIFIED 
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DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAt· 

PRIORITY 23. ~ .. lL ~z !tAY 69 

FROlh CG 'l'HnD HA."l:(DIV (REIN) D0E 
TO: CG TASK FOmE HOTEL VCB 

TIIIRD m~n.JES DGII 
nWOll en III liAF m.1U 

eG XXIV CORPSPEB 
nnm rIAR!NES 

CHANGE OF opcm 

DRAFTER J/CED/.1.:r 
SEC cod PHONE 318::·--
cwo- ([Z.:: 

C0P'Y TO; cIs 
coo 
G-J 

10 (c) EFFECTIVE 281500H 1·1AY69 on THIRD MARDIV (REIN) ASSUJ.I'lES OPCON CF 

ONE PLT, rr./3/9 FR.01I THIRD HA'lJllES A"1J) SD·1U1TA·1}]OUSLY PASSES OPO<li TO TASK 

FOOOTIl HCYI.'EL~ 

CONFIDENTIAL 
DECLASSIFIED 



CONf1DENTlA~ 

ZCZCEAA~6\ 
01) UU""S 
DE UtJvJ SQ 1745" 149 ~~, 07 
ZNY ccce C . 
o 291307Z "lAY 69 

. F!i1 CG I II MAP' 
TO U lJh1 SKI C G XX IV COR f' ~ 
UUMSQG/CG FIRST "'ARDl\) 
UUMSQD/CG' THiRD MARDIV 
UUNlSQW/CG FIRST MAW Q 

UUMSQA/CG AMiRICAL DIV, 

DECLASSIFIED 

UUM SQS/F 1 1"1 H SPEC FOR cr: ~, 
INFO UUMS/Ct11USMACV 
UUMSQI/CG I CORPS 
UUMSQR/CG SECOND ROKMC BD£ 
BT 
CO~F'IDENrIAL 

--

., 

REPORTING ENEMY AC!IVITIE~ I),IRING cltSSATION' 
OF OFFENSIVE OPERA! IONS . 
A. COMUSMA CV 230001Z(PASEP) 
R. C6 III MAl" 232354Z 
1. REFS A AND B REFER. PARA 2.C4 OF REF 
A &'JOOIFIED iN THAT ALL MINOR AS ,-JtLL AS MAJOR 
INCIDENTS WILL BE PROMPTLY REPOR1EDBY TELECOM 
TO cae THIS HQTS FOR FURTHEq ACTION 
2. REPORTING PERIOD REMAINS 30e600H MAY-31060AH ~AY69. 
fF-/f 
BT 

17113 

CONFIDENTIAL 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 

mrOliITY,,-_J5 .. \.~~ ~~$_' Z!>1!1""69 

llH .. Oil, TIilttD IU DI'll 
TO: TRIaD P~GON BN 

1" aONJ.llJ:J.i.' BmA:m Sill{i/lty AND HnX~OG."tAPHI::; SmWEY \iff OOEA~VIgw ,ARgA 
TO DE~R.NIHE SUITABLE LlUTDING SIm FOa LJ11-8sS TO OW LOAD lllilA VY 

-~~~_..: ~._. _ ~ ~,_~- -~~~_!"'.L :,~;~~;.;,."~ .. -~~:,""-,,.? -'"f'~ .• ~~~~: --+.:l§E.-~_~~----..,u-:~--", 

20 SUBUIT SURVEY THIS -B.'Q Nt'!' 010800 JUNE 1969 .. 

BT 

JON 4Ll () &, ~ASgD ~~rJ""'fP 
Wi I fa: PAC __ ,,=u:a: .. ---

/ 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTI.-

FROIl: CO THr~D ]\1A.PIJIV (l.r.nT) DGH 
TO~ 'l'HffiD rUmTIIES DGH ~_ 

FI'lST BDE, FI11'TH- nw Imr (r-jECH) OTR 
llIFO ~ (:G II! l1W DUG 

GG lxn' CORPS PEB 

l/CONFDJEiliTnLl / 

CHA~IGE OF opeON . 

COpy TO~ cIs 
CDC 
G",,3 

1v (0) EFFECTIVE---Z916':-IOH I·TAr69mJ THIRD l'1A.1llIIV
u

(:mN)ASEUI1ESOpcmr OF 

E/2/3 mm 3D mlfiINES AIID smtJLTAN:5OUSLY PASSEQ OPOO1~ TO 1ST IDE; 5TH INF 

DIV (r"IlWH) Q 

DATElTn,jE .3:::7 04,3ZJ H MAY 69 

G-3 c/0~c 

CONFIDENTIAL 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• --
r [iEDIATlL :"C<'»\$-O,-1{AY69 

l,'HJ1'h OJ THIRD iA,lWIV (RLUn 
'1'0: c.1 TASK FORCE'HO'rEt 

l"IItST TIDE, li'IFTIl IFF DIV OlECH) 
THIRI !l4.RL'l ~ 
FOTJR1H [AR.D! l!S 
NTI'TII tlARIN"RS 
T"imLFTIr l~AR.·mlS 
'flUT{[ 'riil'K mr 
FITIS! AT~TRAJ BN 
rCil<-h2 
QTR BASE COOl1DIFATOR 
m!C'J SASE COOltDIlLIi'l.X>a 

to tECAST il fl1..ID: ,310800 'ro 010000 

OOPYTO: 
G~ 
0=3

0

• 

G~·" 

GSV 
DIV »JGR 

D"RAF'!'ED BY: FE}A/ley 
SEC GIPl2 PH 3302 
c\..o- eLL 

10 I ro~s i))AST.U,! CLotTf)Y TO P'l.~TLY CLOTIDY~ :IITl' SCAT~bUD RADTflHO!ljgtS, OR 
TIHP'DtmSTfO· rmq ffOR' -n°G It' A."r~'() 'IT 0 

S"-" Cm'DI'l'IOr 'l 2)OO,:",1~OO SOA'r-'mLl),41':OO..6000..'9ROF!1~ VA1?InLR Bell_1' '}!:RED, 5000-
10000 BfIDKl£V TO O'lEnC'\'1'l', P.I1H )lRQF"}l 'ra OVYiRCAS'1?, "ll1TElrIT't'E:'r 
1~()(}..? 000 SC~_ TTF.?tlrJ) 1'0 ~Ror~ )!1Y 11 hooOe,~OCO BROY lfr~ It' !31to Jl!.'I:t ACT ... 
!tnTv, 311.'lJTT.'l.LLY )qoo=4ooo SC.~Tl''''-;Rl~n 'ro BROFEIf, S0()()...7000 BRrFErJ. 

';.f}OCt(),.,J.QOOO BROFl!~: I HIm: 3ROK1t- 'fO ov E'~c"s'r, TI,TFlt'I'l" .\t:f COl:~ 
DI1'Iot1S (to .. IDO\TE -,I; S~To", !l~RSc 

VISIBILITY: 5~7 ~1:o 111 :Htotr D )l'()};--J.flttL:ttn lJ11"jRifs'i'~fd'riliD;·I.Y'rlm. ~I'1''l'l'1,'T2--4 !-iIa 
TIl 1.:[H'1' S'~O({I!JlliJ AlP"") 1 .. 3 Fl. It-i'ODldRA'fg Si:O,JERS", 

SiJlliTACE rJDIDS~ SOC'£u,tS'l'J£RLY 4..,.,6 KTS, ':Ht:CO Ito IlARli31E 5=10 KTS" 

2 0 I CORPS: otT T1\.n~S: SAtE.'to: COASTAL, E.,{ClPT' OT{~ $':UJi!;f{ ;~CIT'fITY OVIm ~~Ot1tJTAn;S" 

3,;, 48 ROUtt OUTLOOK: LI'1'rI.E CFAT'GE rorIGI:T, trU'f PAR'IT,! CLOUDY 'lX)f'ORROTy WITH 
r'CR1?ASU~G CO}lVECITVg ACITVI'rYo 

DECLASSIFIED 



FIt: CG '!fiIRD 1-tiffiDIV (EEnf) 
TOl! CO PRCM" !1AG,:...39 
INFO: OCt :ll'IRST MAW 

'fIIRD M..4.RD!"ES 
FIRST EN 'rureD la'll 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 

_4~ 
~_\ -, 

! -----
ACC~,fPLIgn1mYT OF T.a8..SIrnf mmER aw...iIDOUS OrnnITIONS 

lc on 22MJJ69 E£.,FJ14ElT'l'S OF THE FIEST EN mIRD MAR WERE HELO""LIFTED UNDER 
EXTREI1ELY m.z,ARDOO'S CONDITIlltSo TBROT.JOHOOT 'ffiE lIELQ...EXTRAOTION ENEMY 
MClRTJ.J1S AND SM.4.LL J.lUrs FIRE C<lITINUAL1.T IMPACTED m AND NEAR 'lHE LZc 
l)JE mm.l\R:ll,Y '1'0 mE COORAGE AND AIRMANSFrIP EXHIBITED BY MAJ Do 00 *' 110 GAlIA3 TUE 'mANSPOOT FLIGHT LEADERS) AND 'mE OOTSTAl~ING SUl'PatT 
PROVIDEt JrI TEtE AERTIl1 OBSERVERS .IlND PILOTS OF VM()G.6" 'mE LIFT WAS 
COMPT",WrED H!THOOT IAI)S OF LIFE OR AIRCRAFTo 

'2" IT IS m~UESTED T"JA'I' APPROPRIATE RF..QOON'ITION BE GIV:EN TO THOSE 
CONCEHNF:n A~ID BE I@.DE A }1ATTEfi dF" OFFICIAL RECORDa 

~'r • 

ET 

CON.15. 94 REIJlAS:ilJl BY 1J.r:£~-ge!m"'t . ____ .....,;ID1A.Y69 

8/S Srl1/vV 

col 

DECLASSIFIED 



SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 

PRI 0 HI T~ '3 Q tl \..2"," •• 2 i'1AY69 

FRO:'! : 
TO: 
I,Jl'"') : 

11.r 

ell TIU,:W UAHDI v (R.G!JJ)-
FIRST BDE, FIFTH IIfF DIV (1frSCJl) 
CG 'rFfI 
THI ED J:l,AlU NBS 

/ jfL(Jl{ET/ / 

A" FIRS~ LDE$ FIFTH ILIF DIV(.r) .180 200900Z .. ·mY69 (S) 

iolJ:ifi: OF ';.'lr& J.Uj;IIAi; U; u~w~ TH£ CrRGUlld~A1WbS or T.b:D IH PARA 

.2 (A) 1l..i.iD (D) OF HEFE.H.6:.·'JE Au THl!: CIHCmaST •• ::JCliS CITED Il'l 

30 (S) 'rE£ VIV PLA~{S OI'!.GD Il-J PiillA 2 (0) OF H.i:-FllliE,··JCE A WOULD 

CAU;.3E l{l;'j;U!tJJ OF TIlli HEBAB. EN TO ITS P~.\.REl'lill 0.t::W1UI LATI,. N FOR 

GOH .. ll)ITw";j)i'j HbJJG£ 1~': IS ~WT AlJVISAEL.&; TBAT YOUR COdTL1(f.clJ.WY 
~,-~ _I{-"" :;:7~_\';~;f~~:!f~2_:':~~ft~J~~,mt';",""~~~~":;:-:';71:.~~·l~~*_::;-;"~~;~' -,E:~.~ ~.- -.., . 

4() (3) 11 IS l!:i·iPHASIZrm 1'llAT Tlli:. APf'H.OV ... ,L lr.t{.il "rbD L. PAHA 2 

IS ~?().H PI,MnTrUG PU.L"i.POSES OliL Yo _ 1'1' \tWJLD OFi JILCESSITY LB S1J.bJIMJ~ 

TO A FIlL.I.l.L D';';;01;-310L UiS"iD O~J Tlil!. OV.l;!;.d.~LL TACTICAL. ~ITaA·.rIUJ.~ AT 

IJ.1t~ 'l'Dffi Oli' THE OPERlIFfrOifAL ~llPLOYd.:,J·T 01i1 /fu.~'!lJ.J.""J.J --GPcu4 

CClJ_4~Co_1o HEL by--.,l;;. _____ ~~;....;.-,~_ 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

~lllllmRS 
)i Karina Div!..a1on {lle~.FHF 

,.0. San bano1.1lco· ! 
g/BLO/d&4 
)fAG 
8erl 

<WNFrD&l.tIL .ll Hal' 69 

Q.!I)llA1ID1lK 
;tj •• ~ 

hom: .l •• lstant Ohior of Start', c;...J 
'1'0: ORO 

&u.bj l PlaririIri.g en tlque, Caddo ereelC CU}' 

Bat I Ca) Your _me dtd 26 Kay 1969(C} 

Bnol s (1) Schedule of nanning Events 
(2) Op ONer 20-69 

1... In accordance td th l-eforence (a) ... the t'ollow1ng in­
forms. t10n 1a sttbni tted .. 

2. G&nera,. The 'basio problem encountered in planning rox­
t.h$ opera.t on Vb one of lack of ex;per1enoe", With one o:x­
two exceptions, thiB repre santed the firs t exposure to 
O&D operation. tor moat of tbe personnel involved 1n the 
planning phase.. The 8:xperience galnitd :t':l-om. Oaddo Creek ' 
wUl enbt-.nee chancea 0'1 auccess 1n arq aubaequ.ent C&l) opet­
ations. 

:h ~erm18!'l1on to conduct C!:1) QP!rntlons. Obtaining per­
Jd.Jlalon of higher authol"1 ty to . oomuc t a OW ()pe:ra tlon vi th­
in the time allo'Wetl proved tao '08 a problem.. 'rh. initial 
request was: sent by .asage au_ the ~J.9llins or 13 Ka,. 1969. 
~ .HAOV request tor additional. information was not received 
until tb.e evening of the 16th and theanswer1ng :message 'WS.$ 
~ t ted by 00)0 on the morning 0 r- the l. 7th. Purther 
detail. W8x-e requested by MlCV on tba 17th and the final 
conformation was received by phone at 2.0;)5 on the 17th. 
'fbi;, resulted lnthe postponem.tmt of D-Day fl:-om the 17th or }fa,. until. the ~ 9th of Hay. S1.nce mar4pu.l.at1ve oom:ilun1catlons, 
er moe.sit,-. biB fll:r-eady begun whonthls postponement vas 
effected. the,. had to 'be continued for two extra clap prior 
to tl-.tl start of the operat i~ It Is entlre1.7 possible t'hQ,t 
this delay ten.ded to dUute the effect o~ the operation. 

B.eommand.8.~"9n: Baaed on th1.s ftX;per!once. 1n planning 
tut~ C&]) ':;;atione 1t a'bOi.dd bf) possible to p:rovlde 
al.1 'the r>eq. d details in the fidt1al. l"9qu.st, however 
in order to pl"Goll.d.e another postpoD.Q!I1{fnt it 1s reCQIll'" 
l.'dnded that the request be aU.hn1 tted at least OM week 
1'r101" to the tents. i! V8 D-DB.7. 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

-.-,--'-~r---

4..~:ratiOI! .Prde~. ~. ocmpletea order was satisfaotory i1 
W!tt ~~1 pel"fict •.. All eses an~ IUlpeots of. the operation 
wredeqaat81.:.r coVere~ 111 O't'der Vi th the ~xceptlon or 
Ground SurveUlanoe • ~& use of' an II'HneX ent1 tled -Sequence 
o.f lh'enta" proved a sa:tll'!:racf:;()J~7 metb~ of 1ruttu:-ingthti t all 
eoneernei!! ~ opeX'4~ rrom. il ~ 1"6f"erenoe with regard 
to the major event. scheduled tor the ope:ratlon .. 

lIeecanf.f11dl1tfon; It 1s l."'Itoommended that the use of a 
5equsnee of lfventa Annex _bould 'be contlmod. and in 
aubse~~ ~ operation ordera a Ground Surve1l1anee 
Am::ta% 'Should-also be 11'101uded.. 

5. P:J:!Rryh'lg 1'.u...u AdeqtUlte time tor pl.anning provad .. p:roblem 
and g:t'ettter 1ttad timl!l moUld be a110Wfld tor the pl.ann1ns 
of 1Ul,.. sUbseque-nt o~lon. !fh1a wotl.d allo .... tor the assemb­
ling or a planning gt"ottp and better craanl.ation of ita efforts 
in the prcu'hlction ot the. ttnal Plan. 'l'h1. prob1am lInl. be 
som&'Wnat &llevatea. new that we bavo planned and exeouted. one 
C&D oper4:tion. I"u:t'ther, 1lllJ' InartU!lSO in planning Hme mWit 
b& 'Wf.tigbed against the Inherent pC>:Ja!.b1l.itJ" of oompromiae lr 
1iou :m.~ time were: al.l.owed .. 

a.~naat1on.1 Iii plannlnS rur~ C3:D operations 1 t 
1. reeOJt1lenawd, tha t a llf.1n1mmu o~ 1.0 OJ! be allowed from 
tl:ae ot receipt of initial pla.nnlng guit!ance untll D-D • .,.. 

~ 9.9~oation Def!,tlcn Grou,R.. 1Le oonoept of using an 
existing ttallon s rlcOllJIlunioa.t1ons ~ottp vas entIrely 
suaeas8M.~ By ~ not oxa.,. the .rlo'Wlly aasigned ca11 
signs and tnqu.enotea bUt also tho illItual radio Optllitltot'3 
!"roltl the battalion a sreat d&al. of cx-edenee vas given to th$ 
~oat1an3 d8C8ptiun! 'fbe a.bib iiattallon proved ideal 
in this l!'egard 8ince It pre.anted anoppOl"tunlty to employ 
an 01'gardc battalion ..mUtt it was standing down !'rom offensive 
operAtions. 

Reocm:asndation% It i. Z"tulOIll1:l1.ended that tor tutUl"6 CW 
operations the. t the RehAb En be considered the primary 
aourae for par.onnfl and equlpmeDi MOodea tor CiolllliUtllcations 
dflception,t' 

.-
DECLASSIFIED 
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SECRET -e 

.iIiiiZ,;-;~~~:i;:::::"----'::::;"""":"iiF"'''iiiMfllim'jiMiiii!!'aii:J!-=I''"IWm:(t.!::lm:;CWl.lir;lll!: 

, • • • • t .. 

0~ UUMSK 5 foG f 
ZNY SSSSS 

, 
1-1, U!J"'1SQD 

15 H?"'5 eo 

Z 310~~5Z MAY ~? 
FPl XXIV CORPS 1.~& PH9 
TO UUMSCD/3RD ~AP DIU rGM 

UU~SJEA/10!ST AB~ DIV (AMl 
9T 

~-

, ' -......... -. .. ~. '~"". 

---- ,.---
----~~ 

SEC PET LI{'t'!!nS ~,\VII~GCAV 
M!'3J: ARC LIGHT Tf\I"GET I,~'O (!J) 

_-.-cO: • 

"" 

1 .. (S) IiVF'(! RECEIVED !Tr.:IO·~ III MA4' TH.U;;'DATE H:DrCATt:S T:I:::P~ p,p~ 
1}E~Y F'E" ACT rilE PERPLtUH~[, ~F.;:, L '{G4T .:rlRGETS A,'r Tt.fS1f? =-[Q5" 
,I\S O~ THIS Dt."!S TtiEPE A~-~Ja J.-~r;'tiV£'PEPPLA~)~lED APC LI:FiT T6.r .... :~:~3 Ji..'t'_ "~\ IV COP PS H ns.,_._~~, _ ____ __ _ 
::.>. (S) DE f'!UE:ST A.DDPESSEES '3SESS E~ls:r n,'8 A"'lL; 0LA "1~r~r~ Oi:JS0f.; L(}'!~~; , 
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