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PART I 
ORGANIZl~TIONAL DATA 

COI'1l'IIA NDER 

H e::l.dq1l8.rters Be. t ta110n Col A. I. THOMAS 
3d I-b.rine Division (Rein) J. Fl"JF 

SUBORDINATE UraTS 

l~eadCltlartera Company 

:3 el'vi c a Company 

G OliJl'lU ni cs. t ions Company 

L:i.lii;ary Police Company 

Juh 1'nit #2 

Ca.pt R. L. JOHNSON 

Capt D. R. SYKES 
(1-2 Feb 1968) 
lstLt J. GEISKE 
<3-29 Feb 1968) 

LtCol J. D. IU:NES 

Maj G. W. GEYER 

LtCol G. F. ¥...El'ERS 

1-29 li'ebruary 1968: Phu Bai, Republic of Viet Nam (Lass 
8ulJ tni t ,12, Dong Ha, RVN). 

~xecutive Officer 

;J-l/.(~d jutant 

.• S 81 stant Ad jutant 

Oper,1.tions/LogisticB Officer 

j otOI' ~~ransport Officer 

~upplJ 0 fficer 

Ch'l}:lJ.in 

Haj W.· D. ISBELL 
. (1-12 Feb) 
Naj E. F. VOZELLA 
(1.3-29 Feb) 

Capt C. RIGGS 

lstLt J. V.' FISHER Jr • 

Maj R. I. JA1'JES 

1stLt T. J. GLEASON 

1stLt B. A. HALL 

Lt H. D. JOHDli,N 
(USNR) 
Lt Cmdr D. F. FOG1~TY 
(USN) 
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PART II 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

1. Headquarters Battalion continued to have olem~~ts positioned through­
out the 3d Marine Division Area of Operations during this period. Location 
of major clements are as follows: 

Dong lIa 

lete 8§!4t 

2. Unit activities/Events 

Headquarters Company (-) 
Service Company (-) 
Military Police Company (-) 

Sub Unit if2 
Communications Company (-) 

Bab HIli t ifS 

a. The displacement of the rema~~ng elements of Headquarters Battalion 
to Dong' lIa was haHed due to the tactical situation. A variety of plans 
wero prepared for air Hnd/or GTound movHment to Dong Ha during the month .. 
The locu.tion of the Division Administrative and Logistics Command Post was 
changed in late February from Dong Ha to Quang Tri. New plans were prepared 
for the movem€mt of the remaining elements of Headquarters Battalion by 
truck to Quang Tri. Liaison visits were conducted by members of the BattaQion 
staff to the proposed site in order to plan for the orderly development and 
occupation of the new area. 

b. Huts for rudffiinistration, maintenance, and storage have beon allocated 
and construction started at the new rear CPo Plans have been made for a 
"Tent City" to house all hands in the new area while waiting for permanent 
construction. Protection for thEl inhabitants of the area hus been planned 
in the form of blast walls around the tents made of sandbags and trenches 
between the tents. 

c. The Headquarters Battalion area received occasional rounds of in-
coming rocket fire durinG the first week of February vli th only minor ca.sual ties 
and damage. The Battalion reaction companies were put on a stand-by status 
when intelligence information indicated a threat to the Phu Bai area. 
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PART III 

SEQUENTIAL LIS'J1ING OF :;;1 GNIFICAWl' EVENTS 

a. Combat Missions assigned 

(1) Furnishing security details for convoys as required. 

(2) Furnishing security for road clearance/mine-sweep details. 

(3) Maintaining two Vital Area Reaction Companies for employment 

as required by the Vital Area Defense Coordinator. 

(4) Performirlg Milita~y Police functions as required throughout 

the 3d Marine Division AO. 

b. Sie;nificmlt Operations Conducted. llone 

c. CasualtJ..es Inflicted on the enemy. None 

d. Qasualties sustained. 

KIA 
Q!J..1!nl 

1 0 

WIA 
Off Enl 
o 16 

Injury, non-battle Death, non-battle MIA 

Off Enl .Qi1 !uJ. orr Enl 
o 0 0 0 1 0 

e. New Techniques Employed. None 

f. Command Relations. Satisfactory 

r:. Ebuipment. All companies have been placed Hin-Service" with 

the Ml6Al Rifles at this time. 

h. Logistic,§. Operation of two Conunand Post has produced a require­

ment for ~-ton vehicles which exceeds the Battalion assets. This situation 

is further agrrrava ted by the high deadline rate of 11422 IS. Several methods 

to relieve the aituation have been tried including pooling of vehicles, 

high priority requisitions and use of the uRed Ballu system. Battalion 

Supply l)acked the majority of its gear for the displacement of the Bat­

talion. 

i. Civic Actiop. Local indigenous workers employed by this Battalion 

failed to report for work following the Till Offensive action in this area. 

They informed us that they were unable to purchase food for their families, 

and the Battalion provided bags of rice in addition to fecdine them while 

at work. 
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k. Personnel. Nothing significant. 

1. Intelligence. Nothing significant. 

m. Conununications. Nothing significant. 

n. Weather. Notl1ing significant. 

o. Fire Support. Nothine significant. 

p. Air Support. Nothing significant .. 

q. Activation!Deactivation!Redesignations. None 

r. Personnel Services 

(1) Postal. Approximately 9000 pounds of mail were processed 
during the pe:riod of this report. 

(2) Medical. Nothing significant. 
(3) Special Services. Nothing significant. 
(4) ChmJlain. Nothing sif,'Ilificant. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

PAR~ IV 

CHRONOLOGY OF SUBORDINATE UNITS 

AND 

sup~OWrING DOCUMENTS 

1. None 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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,PART' I , 
OnGfJIIZA'I'JOllAL DATA 

, . "',", . b6MMANDER:, • 

Jrondql1n.rters Battal1. on ' 
3d l~nrine Division. (Re:i.n)~ 

1 •• £'T ; _ .1, '. ," 

CO.l." A.r. THOl1AS 
~11It ,,'{lOo .. .3 <11ay ~ 9 68) ,'. , 
, ... ' ' <> t;t{;ol'E olt1~ :VOZ}1;LLA' 
, '~",",'J4~~~ 2.:149.jT 19(8) .. ' . " 
; ,LtOol' .E.A. DEPTULA 

':,11'3"':31,May 1968) , 

SUBORDINAfE'~iis '\ 

EcnOn1c,rtel'S Company 

r.:.Ol"v1. co GOlnpany 

G(Jlr1.' :tm),cations Oompany 

Nil) 1:tu,;/ Pol:i.ce Company 

1-:' "":",'.,,,/' 

f.1aj R.' TJo JOmfSOl~' 

,;',', 

(1'~19.j 1968)" 
Capt,:W •. ·1~~·~':·;lIDRL1!.'Y ., 
( G~ .31 Jl1ay 1968 ) , ' 

'l~£Ltif ~'~~!SKE 
[ ' .. , . .. '; 

LtCo1 J.' D. HINJ.l:S 
~, ,it .,' - ". t 

, 11{~~ . G-. \'1~'; m~'YEll 

'l;JiiO 61 '~.' l:.. .:om" '].lotA 
'(1"12J-.1a~ 1968) 

'LtCol\V. 11. CHYAN 
: "(:~3"';~7 'May 1968) 
',L'\;;Ool E~' R4 TONER 

(28-.31 ~ay\ 1968) ".~ 

.( ~ IT 

1 .. ,31 Fay 1968: G~ang Tr:l.~' Re;t,blt~:~t':,,\r1eti~Np.in'i:'(1Ie'~s: ' 
Gub un:i t #2, Dong Ha lWN,i and ,O~~~l1~?at~on$' 'otra~~~: 
.:,,~}~J .. l;~.~ (iJ~'~u~rOlill.iS t~~t :':~I~. ,,: l ,', 

ExocptJvc Officer 
, '\;~'" . 

, '~;'~~!(j~2>;,~"Ff'\ VOZZLLA' , 
" 'I ;;"~~"~;~ .~; , : ,'.:. ,I ,', " .,' •. 

:: . r p~p~p ~; R:(G{J$ , 
,"", ~ ""~ 1 f. ~ ,.~ l ~ "'"~~ f"".~ "~/" ':. 

i.)-l!Adjutant 

i.sn:is1;D.llt Adjutant 

". '," 
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PART II 

NARRATIVE sumARY 

1. Headquarters Battalion oontinued to have elements pcsitioned throughout 
the 3d Marine Division Area of Operation during this period. The location 
of major elements is as follows: 

Quang Tri 

Dong Ha. 

2. Uni t activities/events 

Headquarters Company (-) 
Service Company {-) 
Military Police Company (-) 

Sub Unit #2 (-) 
Oommunication Oompany (-) 

a. During this reporting period a. shower unit and drainage system 
were built in the officers I area to improve sanitation. 

b. The new 500-m.an messhall was completed on 10 ~ 1968. 

o. A tranSient facility consisting of 2; General Purpose tents and a 
shower unit was ereoted for the purpose of providing companies returning 
from the field a rest and rehabilitation area.. On the 31st of May the 
2nd Bn. 9th Mar was the first unit to use this facility. The operation is 
codenamed Operation SURE. Continued improvements are being made on this 
project, to include the the insta.lla.tion of wooden decks within the tents, 
a protective trench system, a reissue point for unserviceable clothing, 
and equipment, and the construction of two new helicopter landing zones 
for the embarkation and disembarkation of the transient companies. 
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~FlED· • 
PART In 

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

a. Combat Missions Assigned. 

(1) Furnishing security details for convoys as required. 
(2) FUrnishing security for road olearance/mine~sweep details. 
(3) Maintaining two vital area reaction companies for employment 

as required. 
(4) Performing l>Iilitary Police functions as required throughout 

the 3d Marine Division Area of Operation. 
(5) Responsible for maintaining Sector H of the perimeter defense 

of Quang Tri Combat Base. 

b. Signifioant Operations Conducted. 

Commenoed Operation SURE in accordance with CG :;d Mar Div msg 
290837Z Ha;y 1968. 

c. Casual ties Inflicted on the enemy. None 

d. Casualties Susta.;ined. 

KIA WIA lnjury, non-battle Death, non-battle l1IA 

Off ~ .Q1i ~ Q!! ll!nl Off Enl Qtt ]hl -0 2 0 :; 0 2 0 1 0 0 

e. New Techniques Employed. None 

f. Command Relations. SatiSfactory 

g. Equipment. The high dead-line rate or 2i ton and :l- ton vehicles 
has seriously hampered the oombat support missions of this Ba.ttalion. 
Extensive use of the Red Ball system has partially alleviated this condition. 
Replacement of the M422Al vehicles with 11-151 vehicles expected during 
June 1968 will fUrther alleviate the problem. 

h. Logistios. Headquarters Battalion oontinues to support various 
units throughout Northern I Corps. Task Fbrce Hotel has been provided with 
vehicles and items of housekeeping supplies and equipment. On 29 l-!ay Task 
Force Robbie was disbanded. Headquarters Battalion had been supporting 
Task Force Robbie with housekeeping items since its initial formatian. 

i. Civic Action. 

(1) During the month of ~ the Battalion hosted a Vietnamese 
Cultural Drama team from a Revolutionary Development Team. Relations were 
cemented by the presentation or severa.l items of rnusica.l eqUipment to the 
Cultural Drama team by the Division Band. In addition, the battalion 
executive officer presented momentoes to each participant. 
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(2) The Division Industrial Relations Office continues to employ 
approximately 250 Vietnamese per d~ to fill sandbags for use by units at 
the Quang Tri Combat Base. 

j. Administra.tion. Nothing Signifioant 

k. Personnel. 

(1) During May, 256 personnel were joined and 229 personnel were 
transferred !'rom this Battalion. 

(2) Casualties 

a. One man !'rom Servioe Co. reoeived !'ragmentation wounds on the 
right side of his stomaoh from enemy artillery on 13 Ma\r 1968. 

b. One man from Headquarters Co. died from multiple shrapnel 
"TOunds received !'rom friendly explosive device while installing a booby 
trap at an ambush site on 14 May 1968. 

o. On 14 May 1968, a Marine fran Communications Co. received 
shrapnel wounds on his left side from inooming ene~ artillery at Dong Ha 
Ccanbat Base. 

d. One man from Servioe Co. was killed in action at Qua Viet 
while crossing a stream dur:illg a fire fight on 19~. !I!his mn reoeived 
shral)nel jn his right eye and was swept aw~ and drowned. 

e. One man from Communications Co. was a non-battle casualty as 
a result of an M-26 hand-granade firing devise detonating in his hand on 
19 May at Quang Tri Combat Base. 

f~ Communications Co. obtained a non-battle casualty on 22 May 
ai'ter a man fell from a truck at Dong Ha, reoeiving a hip wound. 

g. Sub Unit 1/:2 at Dong Ha on 21 l.J:a.y, obtained one oasualty fran 
incoming enemy artillery. Man received a i'ra@llentation wound in the right 
hand. 

h. Communications Co. an 28 May obtained one KIA at Khe Sanh. 
Man received traumatic amputatian of both legs below the knees from 
missle wounds in the lower extremities. 

1. Intelligence. The Hea.d.quarters Battalion security platoOn continues 
to discover evidence of continuing ene~ observation of Seotor H of the 
Quang Tri Combat Base perimeter. Recent patrolling discovered male 
Vietnamese acting suspiciously in close proximity to the perimeter, Also 
discovered were bamboo poles cut in such fashion as to give the direotion 
toward "lhich two .50 caliber machine g'lms on the Seotor H perimeter are 
located. 'fuese instruments "rere destroyed. The maJ.e Vietnamese were tu:med 
over to the Quang Tri Provost l~Bbal for dispositi~. 
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