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l1l Cormnandins; General, 3d !o1a:rme Division (Rein), EMF 
2 CCJIIIl1BJl.d..i.ng Ganere.l, TII M\.F ' 
3 Co:mmo.nding General, Fleet Marine Force .Ie.citic 

Camoand Chronology for poriod 1 August to 31 August 1968 

(0.) 1>100 5750.211. 
(b) F.MliacO 5750.8 

j (1) Oanmand Chronology 

1. In accordance with the provisions of references (a.) and (b), enclosure 
(1) is subIaitted. 
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FJEU)QUARTERS BATTALION 
3d l'IaJ:oine nLvision (Rein), l!11F 
~ San Franoisoo, 96602 

OOl'lMAUD CImONOlOGY 

1August To 31 August 1968 

n:n:m:x: 

- ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

NARRA.TIVE ~'UHNARY 

- SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGUIFICANT EVEWl'S 

- SlJP.R)RTnm JX)ar:JMENTS 
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COHE'IDENTIAL 

1. mSIC::N1l.TION 

IIeo.dlJ.uuxters BattaJ.ion 

IIeo.dquLu'ters Compony 

CO~tmications Company 

I,ali t<...ry Police Canpany 

Service CCClpany 

2. IpCl':..'l'IOH 
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pjlRT I 
ORGAlITZti.TIOUAL DATA 

(nlJ:.wp?ER 

LtOol E. A.. DEPrULA. 
( 1 - 14 Aug ) 
Maj G. F. RlJRl'H 
(15 - 31 Aug ) 

SUBORDINATE mITTS 

1v1a.j F. J. REISINGER 

Ma.j V. E. FIBNSTAHL 

Capt J. GIlJISXE 
(1 - 8 Aug) 
Os;p t R. G. :JITDER 
(9 - 31 Aug) 

1 - 31 Aug 1968 ~ Tri, Republic of Vietnam, (less Canmunications 
Comp.m;)r, Ibne Un. RVH) 

Executive Officer 

S - 1/Adjutant 

":\'SSistClll t Adjuton t 

Maj G. F. KURTH 
(1 - 14 Aug) 

1 stU J. V. FISHER Jr. 

Operations/LoCistics Officer Capt R. H. FIAGlER 

Hotor ~"'rDllsport Officer 

Supply Officer 

Sure;eon 

1stLt A.. E. DOSS Jr. 

2ndU J. P. SlIEmlER Jr. 

Itt M. W. K. RCYrEElHUlfD (USIm) 

Qndr H. E. PHILLIPS 
(1 Aug) 
Chdr M. J. OOERHAlm 
(2 -. 31 AUG9 
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4. A VEIlA.GE HOl'rr:ILY ST11El:mTH 

!!l!! 
1053 

DECLASSIFIED 

9 

:Eage :l. of Page .!d-

DECLASSIFIED 

~ 

28 

CONFIDENTIAL 

I 



DECLASSIFIED 

PAm II 

NA.l1RATIVE SUNHAllY 

1. Headquurters Battalion oontinued to have elements positioned thrO'U8'hcut 
the 3d E[JJ~inG Division area of operation during this period. The locations 
of naj oJ.' elements are as follows. 

Q.lc.l:lG Tri 

D:mg Ha 

2. mrrs.' AOrIVITIES/EVEllTS 

Headquarters Company (-) 

Service Company (-) 

l-1il! tary Police Company (-) 

Communioations Company (-) 

On 2 AUL'1.lst a oultural show ''la.s held at Headqyarters Battalion 
enlisted }less by a Vietnrunese oul tural group which included native 
dancing and singing and was attended by apprar.i.rul.tely 75 - 100 Marines 
fra:J. the Command. 

"E" and "Gil Companies of the 2nd Ba.ttalion 26th Marines utilized 
Operation sunEls facilities.during the month. They were provided with hot 
food, clean olothing, shower facilities and afforded the opportunity to 
relax ruld utilize Headquarters Battalion's olub facilities on the 3d of 
8.u,sust. 

liB" and "Gil Companies of the 3d RecOIl Battalion relieved "E" Company 
2nd Battalion 26th trlOXines of the security for the Q.1a.ng Tri Canbat Base 
ASP an 3 August. The Recon Companies were supported by their parent unit. 

Escort and traffio control duties were assumed by Military !blice 
Company for the Camma.ndant of the l1arine Corps I tou.r of Dong He. Canbat 
Base and ~g Tri Combat Base. The Canmand.a.nt of the Marine Corps, 
a.ccanpo.nied by the Camnanding GeneroJ. of the 3d Marine ni..vision, presented 
one Bronze Star and three Fu.rple Heart 11edals to members of Headquarters 
Battalion. 'I.'he a"lards ceremony ws held on the Tth of August at C)l.ang 
'I.'ri Combat Baae. 

On 8 August musical entertainment was provided at the ~g ~i City 
hospital by the Rock and Roll band from the 3d Marine Division Band. 

A cllange of Canmand ceremony was held at Headquarters Battalion, 
Qmng Tri Combat Base. The outgoing Ccmmanding OfficeI;' wa,s LtCol 8. A. 
lEPTULA, ",hite the ne,,, Canmandine Officer was I-fujor G. F. XURrH. Upon 
assuming the Ccmmand of Headquarters Ba.ttalion, Major KURTH welcaned the 
first usa show held this far north in the I Corps area.. The show wo.s held 
at the Ba.ttalion's enlisted Mess. The entertainment was greatly appreoiated 
by the ]3attalion and \offi.S enjoyed by all who attended. 

Frola the 18th thru the 24th of August a Canmanding General's technical/ 
arunil'listrative inspection was held for Headquarters Battalion. 
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On the 23rd and 24th of August "En and "Hit Canpanies of the 2nd 
Battalion 1st Marines were hosted by Headquarters Battalion as they 
utilized Opcrat:ion SURiiPs billeting and shower facilities; to help in 
their preparation for departure to the Danang area. 

lUring a.n awards oeremany held on 27 August, General lavis presented 
to-members of Hea.dquarters Battalion, three Bronze Stars, one Na.vy 
Comme:ndu.tion and eleven Purple Heart a.wards. The ceremony was held a.t the 
ITeadqmrters Battalion CP area, Quang Tri Canbat Base. 

On the 28th of Aug1.lst IIV1 Company 1 at Battalion 3d 11a.rines came 'Wlder 
"the operational oontrol of Headquarters Batta.lion. Their mission was to 
man fire base Fedro (247486 Sheet No. 6442 III 1:50,OOO)~' Neocessar,y 
liaison and coordination was immediately initiated by the Headquarters 
fu tfu. li on 5-4 Officel.'. 

On 30 Aueust an ombush of 12 men fran ItDIt Company 1 at Battalion 3d 
Narinos Ha.S set in a.t 2030 on the north side of the perimi ter at fire Base 
Pedro. At about 2330 approma.tely 6 NVA/VC crossed from west to east into 
the Mb'.lSh aite. The ambush Vias triggered, and two M16A1 rifles and one MlO 
ll1l1chinec:un malfunctioned. (he handgrenade was thrown. The enemy returned 
two grenades and fired a. few rOW1ds of small a.J:.'I1ls. The ambush was with4mwn 
and the OJIlbush a,rea was oovered by 81 mm mortar fire. A search of the area. 
conducted the next morning revealed only blood trails. No :triendly 
casualties Here sustained. 

Headquarters Battalion was aJ.lotted two h'Wldred and firty-tl{o- Sea. 
Huts to be used for offices and living quarters. The locations llere 
plwmod o.nd the huts "ll3re distril)uted to the companies according to their 
respective needs. Construction will begin in early' September. 

SOVJul,l irnprovemen ts of the 3d N'n.rine m vision's rear Command Post "19re 
initia.t'Jd durine the L10nth of August. The parking lot was :improved, with 
pc.rlc:i.nt ape.ces desicnatcd. The main cenerators were enolosed behind solid 
p~'titions and overheading provided. 

Tho ton-man military police detachment at Ca Lu has bean reduced to 
five Den. An additional post i0J8.6 established eo t the junotion of highway i11 
o.nd AS! rcx~d and a.J:1.other sentry was assigned to the south [;S.te. 

Jobt patrols vleJ:.'e initiated ,d th Army H.P.' s to inolude pn-trolling 
of Quan,:';' 'i'ri Comba.t Base and Highway # 1 between Qlane Tri and ]bng Ha. 
Cor.lba.t B:;,so. A joint pE',trol bct"rocn Dong Ho. and cam La ''is.S also established. 
A cpa:n C?nh be[,"FJ.ll accompanying the higmre.y :patrol to aid in oontrol of 
lU1VlT V'Chicles on hignvT!lY #: 1 and the baae, and one H.P. has been assi[,!led 
to ride Hi th the m vision Roadmastcr a.t Q;La.ng Tri Comba.t Base to inorea.ne 
1:.'1M enforoement activity. 

Inescopes "rere employed to a limited degree result.:ing in twenty-two 
citations. Six ~lundJ."8d and thirty-three traffic citations were issued 
durinG the month. Three htmdred Imd e1ghty-nine were moving violations. 
One lrLU1.U£ed and thirty-one vehicles were impounded. Seventy-five military 
police reports ,-Tore initiated during the month. 1Welve vehioula.r acoidents, 
rosuHinc in ti-TO dentho Olld four injuries and consolidated proporty damages 
of $4,335.00, were investigated. 
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Liaison ~ro.s rode with the US Army in rege.rds to prisoner ohASing .. 
D.tr:inc; ihc nonth of AUG'I.l.St, fiftY-Ol'le p~sons ,rere detained a.nd processed 
ao fo 110\ T:J • 

l-:risOllcrs of 'ITo.r 17 

Civil dcfen~ts 2 

Lmocen t 01 vilians 19 

:.lctmncos 2 

Uncho~>ified 11 

J:Cl1 U~) personnel 1rere deta.ined pending legal prooeedings. 
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l'A.RT III 

SEQ.UE1fl1IAL LIS~nm OF SIGHIFICll..NT EVENTS 

C 0 DECLASSIFIED L 

£1. Canoot l<Tission Assigned 

(1) M:l.intain two vital ~a reaction oanponies for employment 
ns requiredo 

(2) Perfol.'m 11ilita.ry !blioe funotions as required throughout 
the 3d Harille Division a:t'es of Operation. 

(3) N"n.intain Seotor Uti" of the perimiter defense of ~ Tn 
Combat Ila.ao. 

(4) ~fend fire fi1pplbrt Base Pedro. 

b. Simifica:nt Ollerati,ons Cgnducted 

Continued Operotion sum m accordanoe with llLvision Order 10120.2 

c. Casual tics Inflioted on the ®sm..y. None 

d. CV.sualties Sustained. 

KIA WI1\. Injury, Non-battle ~a.th, Non-battle NIA 

Q!! Enl ill Jiil! .Q.U ~ Q1! Dll Q.tt lin! 
0 1 1 6 0 4 0 0 0 

e. Nmv Techniques libploY!!d. None 

f. Conuno.nd Relation. The Battalion was under Opera.tionaJ. and admin1-
stative control of 3d :Harine lli.vision during August. 

C. E'£.u.iPffient. Headquariers Ba.ttalion reoeived and stored 400 general 
purpose tents for the Division's monsoon requirements. or those 400 
genom 1 purpose tents, 350 were stored a.t the Dang Ra. oombat base for 
eventuul use as requirements ooour. 

h. loc;istics. Companies Opcon to Headquartero Battalion continue to 
be })I'ovictctl ",lth Class I, III, IV, and V support. Task force Hotel is 
contint~lly being supported by Officers and men and logistic material and 
equipnent i'.rOlll Headquarters Battalion. 
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i. Civic Action. Ioca.l no.tionaJ. civilians continue to be employed by 
Headq,unrtors Battalion. 11hey continue to build protective sandbag walls, 
police the Ba.ttalion area and make tmsh runs under the supervision of 
n....."tto.1ion personnel. In o.ddition, three locaJ. lWttic:nal civilians (female) 
have beon Olaployed in tho Headquoxters Ba"ttalion Post :hoha.nge. 

j. Administration. DlrinG the month of A1lu~st the following awards 
were presentedl on 7 Aueust, one Bronze Star and three Purple Heart Medals; 
and on 27 August, Three Brcnze Sta.rs, ene na.vy Canmendation, and eleven 
l\l:!:jle Heo.rt Hedo.ls. 
:From the 18th thru the 24th of August a. Technioal/Administrative inspection 
''/Us conducted. 

k. Persarmel. 

1. 211 Persarmel were joined and 329 personnel were dropped from 
this Battalion durinG this reporting period. 

2. Cksual ties 

(a) IaA Enlisted - Pvt Gentrd F. BERGIN 2378059/3421 USt-IC 
ServCo, 1730 26 A'U8' 1968 v:Lcini ty of lbng Ha Canbat Base. Reo' d sh:ra.pnel 
,-munds in abdanan and rieht am from incaning a.:rtillery while in a defensi va 
position. Died of 'munds 0245 27 Aug 1968 at 3d :HedBn, ~ Tri Combat fuse. 

(b) WIA Offioel' - F.i.rst LieuteIWlt Fred T(J,iA.SELU:l Jr. 
095786/0302 USMC HqCo 0930 4 Aug 1968 vicinity of Jl.lZ. ,Recld gun shot wound 
in riGht lee from arleuy forces while flyine AO mission. Treated at 3d MedJ3n 
and retUlned to duty. 

(0) WIll.. lZllisted - I&1oe Corporal James Thc:maa ALLElT 2;72419/3421 
USEe ServCo 1730 26 Aug 1968 vioinity of n:>ng Ha Canbat Base Rec1d shrapnel 
IloundfJ in right ann and face from inoaning artillery while in a defensive 
ponition. Treated at 3d l1edDn and returned to duty. 

Cd) \oJlA. Enlisted - Private First Class lbnald R. :t-JASTEllS 
2410500/3421 USHC ServCo 1730 26 Aug 1968 vioinity of Done Ha Canbat Base. 
Rec' d s~m:Lpne1 wounds in left a.:cn and face from incoming artillery '''hila 
in a defensive position. ~reated at 3d HedEn and returned to duty. 

(e) "\'l'IA. Enlisted - Private First Class Brian J. l'lEEGAlJ 
2361892/3421 Uffi·IC ServCo 1730 26 Aug 1968 Reo'd ahra.pnel wounds in both a.:rma 
and f['..ce vicinity of Done Ira. COr.lbat fuse ",hile in a defensive position. 
~roatod 2t 3d l1edBn and furt!ler transfeITed to USNH USS Sanctu.ar.y on 21 
AU€,: 19S0. 
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:(f) WI! Enlisted - Staff Sergeant Roger K. StENCER 1878113/ 
3421 USEC 1730 26 Auc 1968 vicinity of J)ang Ha. Ccmbat Base. Reold shra.pnel 
woun<ls in right rear of hetld from enemy artillery while in a. defensive 
position. rJ.'reated a.t 3d HedBn and returned to duty. 

(g) I'/IA Enlisted - Lance Corporal. Miohael A. CASTILU> 2390960/ 
3421 USHC ServCo vicinity of lA:>nG Ha Oanbat Base 1130 26 A.ut;' 1968. Reold 
slu'O.lmel "l101..Ulds in left ann from inooming artillery while in a defensive 
position. ~1~ated at 3d MedBn and returned to duty. 

(h) ;iIA Enlisted - Corporal Elias ES~AVILLO Jr. 2214007/3421 
USlrc SorvCo 1730 26 Aug 1968 vioinity of lhng Ha. Combat Be.se. Reotd shra.pnel 
\fot-Uld in riGht upper am from enemy artillery while in a defensive position. 
'rreD. ted [:,t )d HedDn and further transferred to USNH US:; Sanotuary an 28 
At1~; 196,:. 

(i) Enlisted Injury lion-Battle Gurlnery Sergeant louis Co.ro1 
OIiDCI:';''':'~l J1.', 10931303 USHC HqCo 2300 23 A.ug 1968 vioinity of Iblg Ha Combat 
Base. Recld wound in head, chest and left thigh from hand g.renade thrown 
in SUCO club, lhnc Il'a. Treated at 3d Hedlb and transferred to UsmI USS 
Sanctuoxy. lTon-hostile 

(j) Enlisted Injury liI'on-:Battle tIaster Sergeant Roger H. JlREIIHL 
6%973 USHC IIqBn 2300 23 Aug 1968 vicinity of lbng Il2, Combat Base Ree fd 
shrapnel l/01Ulds in upper trunk and axtrem1 ties from hand grenade thrown :in 
SHOO club, Dolle 110. Combat Base. Treo..ted at 3d HedJ3:n Md returned to duty. 
l:on-Lostilc 

(Ie) Enlisted Injury Han-nattle Gunnery SerGeant Peter F. 
JILEliE:,; 1223703 USUC IIqOo 2300 23 Aug 1968 Recld shrapnel ,,;ounds in left 
shoulder c.na left foot from hand grene-de tr.rown in snco club at fune; Ha. 
Combd ]1C~1:30. Treated at 3d NedBn ~U1d returned to duty. Hon-hostile 

(1) Enlistod Injlll"Y Hon-Battle Staff Sergeant F.!.oyd II. D/UlOON 
1U72038 um:c IIqCo 2300 23 Aug 1968 vicinity of lhmg lIa. Combat Bo.se. Bedld 
n:;l'o..pnel '.<101mda in bc.ck frOOl hand grena.de throvm in SNOO club at lXmg }Is 
~'roc,tcd at 3d l1edJ3:n. lIon-hostile 

1. Intcllle;enco. Nothin[; Sic,"l1ifica.nt. 
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n. Cor.tf1ullica. tiona 

DECLASSIFIED 

1. D.l.D.1 telephone service 'vas extended to 9th Motor Transport 
Battalion, 11th l!hcineer J30.ttalion, 12th Ns.rines,. 10Sth hti110ry Group, 
(USf~) e.nd the 1st Battalion 44th Artillery (USA.). Additional oab1e instoJ.1ation 
at D:mc ~ID, Canb::..t Bo.se provided improved wire oanmunico,tions. 

20 fudio Ro1a,y links were esta.blished to tie the 1 st Brieacle, 5th 
Infantry (Eooh) into the llivision system. 

} • Division TacticliJ,l Het 3 .. Tas activated to provide additional 
tactical lv~dio capabilitios. 

4. 1 at AmTroo Battalion iTas provided ,,,i th 0;. telety:pe circuit to 
tho Divioicn Cormm.mication Center. 

n. }leather. NothinG Significant. 

o. Fire lhpport. lTothing Significant. 

p. Air &lpport. Nothing S1t.<;nificant. 

q. :\c.ti w tion/Doocti vati;on/.RedesiePation. None 

r. Jbrsonnel Service. 

(1) Posta.l. Approximately 13,500 pounds of ma.:1.l '''as processed d.ui':i.ng 
the period of this report. 

(2) 11edical. Nothing Significant. 903 routine shots were a.dnrlnistered 
durinC tl:e month of Aueust. 

(3) Speoial Services. ~'l.n :Ehlisted Recreation Council was formed in 
"lhich each cClllpany is represented by chosen members of the respective canpanies 
to voice the desires of the enlisted body. 

(4) Chaplain. iloralllp services oanducted by the Chaplain du.r:i.nG 
tho month of August were held at Headquarters Ba.ttalion, 3d Tank Battalion, 
3d Th.l.ttalion 12th Harines, CAP 4-2-1, 3d Marine llivisian CP, 11th Ehgineers, 
and 0. t LZ Stud. The Invocation and Benediction for the SHOO sohoo1 
gradu.a.tion ,·ra.s conducted 'by the futtalion Chaplain, Thirty-nine counsellmg 
caseo were handled by the Chaplain, two of uhich were for religious 
instuctiona. ~'he Chaplain lectured forty men in tra.ining classes held on 
Vietncuneoo religion. One memorial service was oonduoted for O".J? 04-2-1. 
Three Red cross messaces were delivered by the Chaplain. 
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CI-IRONoroGY OF SUBOHDn~ATEl UlUTS 

AlID SUPPORTmG JX)CUMImTS 
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