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HEADQU ARTERS BA1'r ALION, 
3d Harirte Division (Rein) I BMF 

,lI'FO San FranciscQI 96602 

li'rom: Connlanding Officer , 
'fo: Comm.:'llldant of the lla;'line Corps (Code AO,3D) 
Via: (I) Commanding General l ,3d ]tJarine Division (Rein)" FMF 

(2) Conmanding General" III NAF 
(3) COlilIllallding General" ll'leet 1-larine ]:t'orce Pacific 

3 /ru1li' / jt.JTl 
5750 
0,34A28268 

Subj: ConI1and Chronology for period 1 September to ,30 September 1968 

Her: (a) uCQ 5750.2A 
(b) JIiFl'acO 5750.8 

J.:;nel: 1<1) Command Chronology-

1. ]n accordance with the provisions of reference (8) and (b), enclosure 
(1) is subni tted. 

1l7.4d/~. 
, 11.' A. 1=:1. 
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HEADQUARTERS BATTALION 
3d harine Division (Rein), FHF' 

Fro San Francisco, 96602 

c u ~: i!' I !J :.i: N T I A L 

C01.fMAND CHRONOLOGY 

1 September To 30 September 1968 
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PART I 

OHGANlZATIONAL DATA 

.ieal'quarters Battalion" 
3d ~arine Division (Rein)" FNF 

SUIDRDINATE YNr.l.'S 

l:eadquarters Compa:qv 

COliU~IUnica tions Company 

3ervi.c c COl:lpa:qv 

J:ilitary Police Company 

• 
COM1W'JDER 

Maj G. F. KUHTH 
(1 ... 18 Sep) 
Haj R. D. lwfAL'I'liats 
(19 ... 27 Sep) 
Col H. A. WEBB JR. 
(28 ... 30 Sap) 

Capt D. L. CHTI..CO'l'E 

lIaj .l!"'. J. REISmGER. 

Capt R. G. SNYDER 

Naj V. E. FIHNSTAHL 
(1 - 22 Sep) 
}:laj K. J. SlGPPl~:n 
(23 - 30 Sep) 

1 - 30 ,..icp 196G Quang Tri, Republic of Viet Nam, (less COIlll11Unications 
Goq1any, D.:m[:; Ha, XiJlJ) 

~~ecutive CHioer 

J-l/Adjutant 

Assistant Adjutant 

Cl'eretions/Loc;istics Officer 

: otor 'l'l'aDsport Officar 

,3t,-pply Officer 

Chaplain 
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Haj R. D. ·~iA1TEnS 
(28 ... 30 Sep) 

lstLt. J. V. FISHE:H. JH.. 

Capt R. H. li!.AGLEl"l 

IstLt. A. E. DOSS JR. 

IsU,t. J. P. SI-mRl-::ER JR. 

Lt. 1'1. 1,;1. J(. ROTHEHA,N 
(USN~) 

Cmdr. N. J. DOEUE.ANN 
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DECLASSIfiED PART II 

NARRATIVE SUl1HARY 

1. Hcaclouarters Battalion continued to have elEl'J1ents positioned throughout 
the 3d J~~r:i.nc Division area of operation during this period. The locations 
of r.lujor elelilents are; as follows. 

'lUi?n:: 'f ri 

.0on~i Ha 

Hendquarters Comparw (-) 

Service Company (-) 

Hilitary 1:01ioe Compar,w (-) 

Comnnmications Company (-) 

Gn 1 ,jeptember G-5 participated in the dedication of a Childrens' 
:Jospital ~:t .J::mg lIa COr.1bat Base. The heapi tal vias erected with funds 
don~,tcci by 3(1 Harine Division personnel. The hospital was dedicated in 
memo~ of 3d } ... arine Vi vision personnel 'l-Jho died t-lhile serving in Viet 

A Hcal:cns display of both friendJ,.v and enemy weapons was held at the 
2nd .il.,~Vl .Ie;;iment at D::mg Ha. The display-of frien~ weapons, set up 
by the G-3.:~, 1stLt. H. J. COIJ,]]\fS, was commented on very favorab:l¥. The 
d:Lsplay Has held 1 September 1968. 

ln tllc.~uan('. rllri area during 1 - 6 September 1968 an Australian sing­
inr:; [lJld dand.ng Group entertained various units. 'llhe program was greatly 
enjo~rccl nnd nppreciated by all 'l-rho attended. The group was called the 
":f.U,L:iFi 'I'tiUI!. 

lin 3 ;Jc)lt.ember liD" CompalW, 1st BattaUon, 3d }~ines, was chopped 
from .'cn(ivl\'lrtcrs Battalion Operational Control" and their mission at 
hrc E8S0 1.:')3.0 uaS assumed by "11'11 Company" 2nd Battalion" 26th l;arines" 
1l1u then C<J;l(; under Cperntional Control of Headquarters Battalion. The 
GONI'cIITy'S idssion Ims to man li'ire Base Plm:1O and conduct secun ty patrols 
throw.hou"\:' t.,11eir area of operation. 

Jt'.rin: the pel'iod 4 - 6 September a 'bJphoon with heavy rains hindered 
the Linir,n.11:0sential il.equirernents b,\;lildine; program. The Battalion Aid 
3tQtion cst':'lblishcd a liass Casualty Teeln for use in future typhoons and 
other (j{:wr~;c:ncies. 

l:n 11 JqJte"ber II l:~11 Company ~ 2nd Battalion" 26th llarines" was chopped 
froi,[ (;lH"rd:'-onal Control of Headquarters Battalion; nnd I?ire Base Pl':JX!l 
1me ()l)c,:1lloncG. on orders from Division Headquarters. 

1 ajar , .. : •. :'. IL"i'lIU, I;eadquarters Battalion Commanding Officer J rotated 
to Cl1:\);"; aud uas relievod by lIajor R. D. ~rALTERS. Hajor KURTH served as 
ComltiandinL Vel'ieer l'rom 1 to 18 September 1968. 
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Un 22 ,..iq,tember at about 2320 the Security Platoon of Headquarters 

Cor,lpan;v "\'a[] l1alolifted from their post tiona due to heavy rains that 
flooded t;lQ 8.rea, which thE1lJ occupied. The evacuation of Security Platoon 
ioTas hc".!1cllOd quite efficiently':. by the Headquarters ,Qompany' s Commanding 
Ui'i.'icer ilith the aid of personnel on duty within the Battalion. 

L11 23 - 2L. Septanber a 'l'yperrri ter ltepair Contact Team from 1st II'orce 
:Jervice J,~e:;ir.lent visited all units in the area. Hinor repair and clean­
inC lK(S dono by the teDl',ll al1.d typewriters needing major repairs were sent 
to /L:J.:,·-B. The "rorlc ame by the Contact Team helped creatly in providing 
needed service on all office equipnent, and helped to better meet OUr 
administrative COlllIilitments • 

.... '1'01i1 26 - 29 Ser1tember the OORB1NZ DHOTI{;.;;l~S' sm~1 was in the QUang '1'ri 
area. '1'hoir perfbmances ware enjoyed greatly and were appreciated by all 
uho attended the shows. 

Un 2u :Je),)telllber Colonel N. A. imBB JR.. assumed duty as Headquarters 
lJattaJ,ion C01"!Q'tanding Offic~:f, relievli:ng liajor R. D. WALTERS, 'Hho became 
the Battalion Executive Officer. 

'l'he 5-man EUitary l)olice detacbnent at Ca Lu was reduced to 4 men. 
'1'1·ro additional Eilitary Police were assigned to the north gate and one 
to the uouth gate to aid in traffic control as HigmTay 1 was closed on 
6, t, and 9 Jeptember due to heavy rains. 

lLOI'l.d blocks established on the 16th and 20th of September for the 
purpo::;e of inspecting yehicles and personnel resulted in a total of 25 
citations beina issued. 

'l'he joj_nt l'Iarine and AJ.'"1W military police patrols with the personnel 
of tho ~;th lJivision, ls'w Brip,ade, has been tenninated due to operational 
cOl:ulitr,lOnts on the part of the Arrrry'. The joint Harine and Arrqy military 
police ]Jutrols l'1i th personriel of the 504th .A,rrrt)r Hilitary Police Company 
remain;; in efi'ect. 

I, total of five-hundred (500) traffic citations were issued by 
: .. i1itnl'"J ]:01ic9 Conparw J three-hundred and eiGhty-five (385) of which 
i,Tore JIlovini~ violations. 1'ighty-f'our (8L.) Hili tary Police reports were 
initiated wring the month of Septal1ber 1968. One-hundred and fifteen 
(115) vehicles uere impounded for exceeding posted speed limits, by 10 
niles an 1l0Er or more. 'l'lienty-one (21) vehicular accidents were invest­
iGated, resultiI1[; in one death and three injuries. Consolidated property 
cl1l",1aL,~ "as appro:ximatel¥ ~p1L.80.00. 

Duri.nc; t;19 month of ::/eptember, 26 persons nere detained and processed 
as follO',Js: 

:! nnocent civilians 20 

1 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
PAaT III 

SEQJ}';Itl'IAL LI:3'rING Oli' SIGNn'IeAl-IT EVEi'ITS 

sin. jr ~.;jIlEB 22 a 

(1) .l'laintain t\ro vital area reaction companies for employment as 
requir.ed. 

(2) Perform Eilitazy Police functions as required throughout the 
39. ~'jarine Division area of operation. 

(3) IlSintain 3ector "H" of the perimeter defense of Quang Tri 
Combat Base. 

(4) Provide personnel for convoy security as required. 

b. ~~nificant Operations Conducted 

Con"i;,mued Operation SUlili (Small Unit Rehabilitation Exercise) in 
accordance uith Division Order 10120.2. 

c. Casualties Inflicted on the a'l!lTl. None 

d. Casualties 3ustained 

KIA Injury, Non-battle Death, Non-battle lITA 
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e. Nffir 'l'echniques Employed. None 

f. Gol~1mand Relations. Satisfactory 

g. Equipment. Headquarters Battalion received foUl' M35A2C rnultifuel 
vehiclGs to replace like numbar of 1135' s. All Nl6 rifle. baITels are 
currently being replaced with rifles with ohrana barrels 4 Also this month 
HeadquarterD Battalion received one 3000 pound, rough terrain fork-lift. 

h. Logistics. rrasl<: borce Hotel iscont1nuaJ.l¥ being supported by 
oi'licers and men and logistical material and equipment" such as tents, 
garrison property and ol£ice supplies from Headquarters Battalion. Head­
quarters Battalion's ~IGli's (HininlU1il Essential H.equirements) project has 
run SI\100t~· with maxinl\llll cooperation of all units In'VOlved with the pro":,,, 
grarl'. Allot-c,ed to Headquarters Battalion were 236 seahuts" of which 39 
w'ere constructed for Opercition SURE. 
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i. Civic Action. local National Civiliane cont1nue to be Employed 

by Headquarters Battalion. ThEU are utilized in policing the Battalion 
area, lilaldng trash runs i.1llder the supervision of Ba·t,talion personnel and 
also for the construction of' sandbag bunkers. On 30 September .54 local 
clvilians were brought aboard the base to ranovegraves as arranged by 
the ">luang 'l'ri Base Coordinator. The grave rEllloval was accomplished in 
the Hea(lquarters Battalion area tmder the supervision of Headquarters 
Batta~_i()n l)orsonnel, assisted by two l,u.litary Policemen and one inter­
preter. 

j. Acli'linistration. From 18 to 24 September the Commanding General, 
3d ,derine Division" conducted an inspection of the administrative sections 
within Headquarters Battalion. 

k. Per.:Jonnel. 

(1) Ho siGnificant Occurrances. 

(2) Oasualties 

(a) KIA Enlisted - Sergeant Jerry F. GRAJE'rlSKI 2007186/0211" 
UShC, Hendqu.arte1's Company, 101,5" 2.5 Sep 1968" vicinity of Quang Tri Combat 
Base, .rounded loJ'hen vehicle ran over a land mine and was blown apart. Died 
of \round.s 131.5" 25 Sep 1968" on the USS REF03E. 

(b) Injury Officer - Brigadier General \'1. C. OlUP 01~39/~90.3, 
D.Le, HeaticJu.arters CompaI:\Y, 1.335, 17 Sep 1968" vicinity of LZWINCHFSTER. 
Helicopter enr-oute from LZ VAND1!ORIb~ to LZ WINCHESTER lo::;t altitude 
striking tree tops causing craft to crash and burn. Condi tion" good" 
prog11osis, Lood. '~'reated at USS SAlWruARY and further evacuated to cxmUJ. 

(0) IDA Officer - I!'irst Lieutenant IshaJil Green SHELL JR. 
~~ ,(,(;c3/0210, uSEe ~ Headquarters Company, vioinity of Quang Tri Province, 
1015, 25 .sep 1968. He rev$lved contusion Entire body when vehicle ran 
Over iHine. rrrea ted at 18th Surgical Hospital, U. Ii. Army. 

(d) Injury Enlisted" Non~batt1e -,Private First Class Harold 
Clinton G.iJ:lJN;.:; III 2425135/2gU" USNC" 2340, l()-Sep 1968. Self ini'licted 
wound, uhile posti8d as a sentry on perimeter watch. Shot self in foot. 
Treated e.t 3d Hedical Battalion and sent to C02WS. Condition at time 
Eood, proGnosis good. 

1. intelligence. Nothing significant. 

m. Colll.uunications 

(1) .Ql:rect tactical teletype circuits were installed from the 
DivLion ellC to each Regimental ooe to speed transmission of high precedence 
operational messages. 

h.ge 1. of Pa,ee t.P 

DECLASSIFIED 

.' 

I 



DECLASSIFIED 

• , 
(2) An additional radio relay systElll was installed between Dong Ha 

and Quang 'l'ri to provide alternate telephone oommunications. 

U) Haintenance construction was completed to provide all weather 
maintenance facilities for radio vehicles and generators. 

n. I'leather. During the month of September, heavy rains slowed work 
on the J'Jin;iJlJ\Un Essential RequirElllents program being accomplished by the 
3eabees of the Cbnstruction Battalion. 

o. J,,'ire Support. Nothing significant. 

p. Air .3uppo~. Nothing significant. 

q. J1C tj.vat ion/Doaoti vation/Redesignation • None. 

(1) .Postal. ArproximatelJr 10.$00 pounds of mail were processed 
durin!;.; the period 0 f this repo rt • 

(2) Hedical. 'rhe Mass Casualty Team waS set up in the Staff 
Noncoi'Ddissioned Z5,i'fioers I l.ress for the typhoon and any future energencies. 

(3) Special Services. Nothing significant w report on special 
serviced other than pre-recorded tapes are now available for ordering. 

(l.d Chaplain. A total of 15 worship services were conducted by 
the Battalion Chal?lain, with a oombined attendance of three hundred and 
t1tlenty-sGven (27). In addition, Headquarters Battalion Chaplain conducted 
services for 3d harme DiviSion CF, Dong Ha, 11th Engineers, and CAP Unit 
4-2-1. l'he Chaplain held an invocation for the graduating Statt NoncolTDllis­
s:ol1ed Gfficers School cla5s, ot which seventeen graduated. The Chaplain 
al,Jo ccuIlcUed a nur,iber of men concerning religious instructions, and 
delivert;d seven Hed Cross messag~s. 
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CuN II J):t:;N'l'IAL 

PAHT IV 

CHRONOUlGY uF SUOOl1.DINATE UNITS 

AND SUFfQRTING roCUHEI~TS 

\~ 1. Prograr,l of' ChUdren Hospi~al' s Dedioation. 
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