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HE.AJ)QUARTERS BATTA,LICN 
3d Marine Division (Rein)>>lF 

FPC San.Franoisoo 96602 

OommandLng ott:loer 

• 13769 

Oommandlllt of the l'1a;r1ne 0011>8 (Oode AOlD) 
(1} Oonmanding aener&1,;31\l M .. arme. D:lvision (Rein), mr 
(2 OOlll1lQtlding General, III Marme 4ni>hibiou8 Foroe 
(.3 Oanmanding Qeneral, neet Marine Forae FaoUio. . 

Subj. Oommand Ohronology, tor period 1 Deoember to ;1 December ].968 

Enol, /(1) ~a1quarOOr8 Battalion, ;3rd Marine Division, Oommand 
Ohronology 

1. In aoooroanoe with the provisions of reference (.) and (b), 
enclosure (1) is submitted. . 

2. Upon detaol1nent of enclosure (1) this letter Wlll be unolass:l.f':l.e4. 
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1. ~ ignation 

Heli6quarte rs Battalion 

Heaiquarters Canpany 
Canmunieatioos CompalW 
service CompalW 
Military Police Canpany 

2. ~at1o~ 
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PART I 

£H.GJNIZATIONAL DATA 

Subordinate Units 

Conunander 

capt D. lu Cm:UX>TE 
Naj F. C. MULlEN 
Capt D. C. RYDSTRGI 
Naj K. J. SKIPPER 
1-14 Dec 68 
Maj K. J. RO'rl'SOIK 
14-31 ])ec 68 

1-.31 December 1968 Quang Trl, Republic of Vietnam 
(loess Comnru.nicati.ons Canpany, Dong Ha, Republic of Vietn.) 

3. staff Officers 

Eltecuti'fe Officer 

S ... l/ Adjutant 
Operations/Logistics Chief 

Motor Transport orr teer 
Supply or ricer 
SUrgeon 
Cheplain 

4. Average Monthly Strength 

UEMC 
Officer Enlisted Officer 

1725 9 

DECLASSIFIED 

Maj R. D. WALTERS 
1-28 Dec 68 
Maj R. D. STUCKEY 
29-31 Dec 68 

CT,o() R. T. fOWELL Jr. 
Capt R. R. CRONK 
latLt M. P. MemmB 
Capt w. w. mBBS 
It.. D. A. DYlCFMA, USN 
It. c. J. GRECO, USN 

USN 
Enlisted 
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PlitT II 

N@#IVE S!II!@ 

1. Headq,ua!1l!re B.~ .... lO" eu_nt. ww. positioned tbl"ougbout t~ 
)rd Ml%'iDt llI1viaion area of ~erations during too period. Locatiro 
of major elements ~re as followsJ 

Quang Tri 

Dong Ha 

Head quar~ r8 Compat\V 
sa rvice Company 
NUitary Police Corrpal'\'{ 

Communicatiotls CompaI\Y 

2. Unit Activities .and Events 

a. Headquarters Battalion 

(-) 
(-) 
(-) 

(-) 

During the month of December, Major R. D. ilALTERS assUlWd the 
duties of Battalion Contr:1aPde r while Col M. A. ~JEBB was on emergency­
leave. Camp Carroll was offici.ally closed with this batt;J.ion fur­
nishing the oonor guard. The Red Cross put on a demonstration to show 
the troops hor; trey could improve morale. Attendance at classes in 
tre Combat Orientation and Troop Indoctrination Program for t~ month 
increased considerably owX' the previous month. The Assistant Division 
Comlllander presented combat awards to 20 Marines fren this command. 
BeCause the crime rate continues high, t~ Phuc Tinh l;.umry, used by 
some battalion personnel, was placed off' limits due to t~ suspected 
traffic in Marijuana and sale of Nnerican com[ooQities. The Division 
Band held a concert in the New Qpng Tr1 Corribat Base AmPhitheater. 

b. Heaiquarters Gompagy 

During tl~ month of December 1968" this unit was comanded by­
CQt)tain David IJO CmI.COTE. The average monthly strength was 227 Officers 
(123% of MIL an:l 197% of T/O) iLtld 842 enlisted (128% of MIL am JB2% of 
T/O). There -were 19 officers joined, 23 dropped; there were 123 
enlisted joined and 98 dropped. T~ security Platoon enlisted st:rength 
increased to 60 during December. The administering of 1050 personnel 
to inclu:le 263 transfers were accoIl:q:Jlished ~nth 9 effective o1'fice 
personnel. The Headquarters Canpany Gunnery Serge ant attended Career 
Planning 8chool itl Okinawa. Company- training efforts ~re blemished 
by poor attendance. During t~ holiday season, unlawful detonation of 
pyrotechnics necessitated an inventory of all pyrotechnics" required 
more stringent security storagEt for such items, and resulted in the 
awarding of 2 Article 15 punisr:.nents and pUblication of a CompaTV 
Directive relating to the matter. The Security Platoon conducted 
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several search and destroy patrols am night ambushes. 

c. C <;lTJ.lllUnications Cmpa~ 

During this p~riod radio relay links wel1'! activated from 
Vandegrift Oanbat Base (~ftll1J-62) to r.Z Dick and to Dong Ha }lountain 
in support of the 9th JvIarinea and t~th l-lar:l.nes l1'!apectively. In addition 
a 12 channel AN/TRC-97 system was activated between Vatdegrift Combat 
Base Ifld Quang 'l'ri Combat Base, prhnarily to provide additional common 
user trunks bet-vreen field comn:and posts am battalion/regimental rear 
commarrl posts. In conjunction with too closing of CallP Oarroll, multi­
channel systems from Dong Ha to Oarrp Carroll an:i from Vandegrift 
Combat Base to Car'l) Carroll ~re deactivated. The 588th Signal CompaT.\V' 
assuna1 responstbUity for telephona system operations at Quang Tri 
Canbat Base arrl the AN/!·1TC-l switctlboaro whic h served Quang Tri Harine 
subscribers was deactivated. Th:I high deailine rate for tactical 
generators remains a serious problem; however, the provision of two 
conmercial precision po .. J13r generators to provide po~r for tlJ9 commun­
ication center and the ANIrCC-28 di.d telephore exchange have reduced 
this problem conaiderable. Repair parts for i'iJ03d plant teletype 
equipment were also in very short supply during this time, In MAP' 
establishing a float of this equipntent at Danang which should reduce 
the deadline rate con.'3iderably. J.1ajor :!.terns of new equipment re-
ceived during the month ~re an. AN/r~RC-8.3 Radio set and an ANA1Rc-631 
radio relay van, both through the rehabilitation program. personnel 
remained approximately at the manning level overall, with specific 
shortages in communication center, supp~, motor transport, and gener­
ator IIlai ntenance personnel. 

d. ~ice Company 

During the month of December, this unit I s average monthly 
stxength was L)l:~ of H/l, ~d l22,t of Tio for officers and 107% of lvr/L 
and 162% of T/O for enlisted. The maintenance section has cOIll>leted 
much of the internal electrical wiring l'tithin the battalion area. 
Compauy training covered such subjects as l.e.adership, Naval gunfire­
Artillery support, and in.fantxy coordination. T~ 10s8 of two key 
personnel in the l1aintenance Section has seriously hirdered operations. 
Replacements are still pending. 
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e. Military police Company; 

During this period a total of 21 trained military policemen 
-were transferred. Nine l~rinea joined the compal\Y' from various otmr 
units. ProgrElJ1ll'Yed losses include 8 for tb:l month of January. A 
starxling post at the Quang Tl'\Dridge, and the joint patrol with the 
personnel of the 504th Anii;y.IIIPnag' been discolltinued due to lwk of 
personnel. An 8-man security patrol appretended 3 Vietn~8e women 
with no identification papers. They wre turned over to I'I'l' and 
we 1'9 late r rele ased • It, i 1i tary Po lice CQIlPany continue a to de fem the 
Southwestern portion of the QUaPg Tri perimeter. 
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PAtT III 

SEQU!NT IAL llSTING OF SI~IFIC.ANT EVl!NTS 

1. CoDbat Missions .lssied 

.. Maintain two vital are. reaction companies for eaplo1lJlent as 
rectuired. 

b. Maintain Sector "HI! IJld. "A" of t~ per:l.meter defeuse of Quang 
Tri Colli> at Base. 

c. Provide personnel for couYOY' security' as requ1red.. 
d. Perf'onn Military polloe !mctions as required tbrougbout the 

3rd Mar1ne Division area of operational 

2. Significant Operationa Coniucted 

a. 6-tS December - security platoon conducted search and destl"07 
patrol in grids 2653, 2054, 2753, am 2754. One boobY' trapped lDSMM 
artUle17 rouDi was found. The patrol was probed during tbl hour. of 
da:rllm aa by eneDV sall arms fue. Exchange of _all ams tire am 
tba ldd1tion of friendly artillery produced uo casualties ou either 
aide. 

b. 11 December - The Securi V and. Baaction platoo1l8 were called. 
out ou oond.i tien "111 to tbs Hotel Sector of the perimeter. SIIlall a1'I1UI 
fire, aircraft .nd "Spooqll lire were employed against aUlPected enelll7 
in the wire, with negative results. 

c. l5-lB Deoember - T III s.~quartera COll';>aJ'lY Securiv platoon, 
with ten Kit Carson Scouts attached, conducted a seuch .nd deat1'07 
patrol cOTering eight grid a,uarea am resulted in tbl killing ot two 
NV A Officera. 

d. 18-19 December - Tbi SecuriV platoon coniucted n1gm __ twa 
at grid" 3055, 2855, and 21:l53, with negative results. 

e. 24 December - Security platoon conducted search ani destroy 
patrol covering a thirteAtl grid square area, with negative results. 

l. 26-.31 December - Security platoon conducted a search IIld d!ls­
troy patrol covering seven~en grid II.ClU&rea, with negathe resulta. 
Ten Kit Carson Scouts accompanied the platoon. 

g. Heaiquarters Battalion continues to support operation suns 
(Small Unit Uehabilitation Exercise) at Cau Viet. 

he 13-14 December - First session ot CO DIP was conducted during 
Decenber. On the 13th and 14th, there were 34 in attendance at 
classes! with 65 firing too M16 rifle for field zero. On the 27th and 
28th, 4~ atte.aded classes, with 03 firing the}116 for field zero. 

3. Casualties inflicted on tm ene~ 
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4. Casual ties sustained 

lS!A 
Off Enl Off I!."'nl 

1 0 o 0 

5. New Techniques Etnploy!d 

NONE 

6. Command Relations 

Satis:facto17 

7. Eg,uipllt} nt 

DECLASSIFIED 

Injury 
Non Battl,!: 

Off 

() 

Enl 

1 

• 
Doath 

Non Battle 

Off 

o 

Enl 

o 

MIA 

Off Enl 

o 0 

a. Recommendations were submitted in justification for keeping 8 
1135A2C cargo trucks which W!lre over the Tit allowance. 

b. Repair parts for motor transport continues to be a problem. 
Regulators, carburetors, and electro-lite battery acid are the mst 
dtUiCll11t' items to maintain in stock. 

c. The 7 AN/raC-IS I s in tr.e battalion are all inoperative due to 
lack of repair parts. 

d. Shortage of tin, lumber, insulators)] and receptacles have 
serious~ hindered maintenance task. 

8. logistics 

a. H9 adquarters Battalion contin~s to support Task Force Hotel at 
Vandegrift Combat Base with personnel, material and. equipmnt. 

b. Operation SURE continues to receive logisticru. support from 
He~quarters Battalion. 

9. Civic Action 

a. local civilians were to be employed by Headquarters Battallion. 
They were utilized 1.n policing the battalion area, making trash runs, 
ald the filling of 3<ll1d bags for the construction of bunkers. They are 
all under t~ constant supervision of an NCO. 

10. Administration 

a. 9 December - T be Assist.llnt Division Commander presented:3 
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Bronze stars, 1 Navy Achievement, and 16 Puxpl.e Heart l1edals at an 
awards cereroony. 

b. 28 December - An Honor Guard was furn:i.shed for the closing of 
CClnp Carroll. 

11. Personnel 

a. No significant occuraTlCes 
b. Shortages of personnel exists in l-l)S 1161" 1141 and 1121 
c. Casual tie s 

(1) }UA Officers. Fir.st ]:'ieutenant Richard E. LAT:n~ER Jr. 
0102074/0302 USHC He~quarters Company, at 1030 hours on 2 l)!!cember 
1968 in the vicinity of Quang 1'r1 Ccrnbat Base, received multiple 
injuries and burns when his plane was shot down by enemy ground fire 
while participating in operaticms against hostUe forces. 

(2) Non-battle Inju.ry. WC J. B. A.lL:m 2333%00/3531 USMC, 
service CampaIV at 2145 on 2 December in the vicinity of Vandegrift 
Ccrnbat Base received a gun shot wound in his left leg, with the pro­
j{,ctile passing through the leg. Tho shot was from friendl:,r forces. 
His con:iition was listed as good and prognosis was also good. Treatment 
was at Company liB", 3ro Jl:edical. Battalion. 

12. 1m elligence 

a. Nothing sign ificQJ1t 

13. Communications 

a. AN tfCC-28 .51. te was put on commercial po~r. This will heJp 
aleviate the high de adJine rate Ilf!ntioned in the October report. 

b. Dissolved Division teletype maintenance float. 

14. Heatte!, 

a. Nothing signihcE'.nt 

15. Fire Support 

a. ArtUlery fired a 155 urn howitzer in support of "H" Sector. 

16. Air Support 

a. None 
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17. ActivityA)eacti.vation8/~dE~aiE1l:ations 

a. No~ 

18. 1!!rsonnel Service 

a. Postal - Approximately 3$,600 pounds of mail were processed 
during the period of this report. 

b. Speci~ services - Oontinued to provide glMlnes and amusement 
to the troops in 9. satisfactory mamer. .A. total of 55 Battalion troops 
were f'10l«l to DanGlng to see the Bob roPE Christ.mas sh:>w. 

c. Club I s Activities - T~ staff NCO Club was entertained by the 
"Diana Dawn" show on 3 December. On t b!I 14th of December, the "Hi. 
Paisall show from Austrailia entertained the staff Club. The "7 Upts" 
staged a show for the troops at Cau Viet on the 2t~th of December. The 
Off1.cer l s Club and the staff Club ..,ere both entertained by the "9nart 
Affairs" on the 26th of December. 

d. Military police -

(1) A total of lUl. traffic citations were given for llk)ving 
violations, and 72 vehicles were impounded for exceeding the posted 
epee d lind. t. 

(2) Within the division, 3n military police reports were in­
i tiated durinr, December, and 23 vehicle accidents were investigated. 
Fi-w deaths and 11 injuries occurrod with property damage at $8037.00. 

(3) During this pe riod, 18 pe rSOnS were detained. as follows: 

(1 POl!; 2 
(b Civil Defendent 2 
(c Innocent Civilians 5 
(d) Returnees 3 
(e) Unide nt ified 6 

(4) A total of 23 criminal complaints ~re processed, with 21 
from Qu~g Tri Combat Base ani 2 from Dong Ha. VaJ.:ue of goverrnent 
property was $652.00. Private property was ;~1668.00. The total value 
of property :recovexed is none. Military Police CompallJ" reportathat 
Division hiP the following offenses. 

CLASS I 

ASSault 
Hurder 
Larceny of Government 

Property over $50.00 
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Larceny of Private 
Property over $50.00 6 

e. C ha,plain 

CLASS II 

Narcotics 
Honl) ffI' xual 
Post aU. Violations 

8 
Z 
2 

(1) Chaplain EVan J. GRECO repllilCed Ch"Plain John BELL on 7 
December 1968 as the Battalion Chaplain. 

(2) In addition to tM regular scheduled Catl¥)11c Masses, 
Ch"plain CitliPO provided extra masses for the holiday season. 

(3 ) Chlill ai n J a 1m ZOIL.IiR and Chaplain lb lli8 BOND J Division 
Cht,plain and Assistant Division Chaplain respectively, provided 
religious services for Protestant ~rship" including special services 
for the holidays. 

(4) T~ Battall.on Chaplain hus provided weekly masses tor the 
following units at Quang Tri Conbat Ba", 

4th Marines (Rear) 
9th NarineB (Rear) 
12th Marines 
49200 Amry SUppo rt Group 

r. MedicaL 

Notbing significant 
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