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Froms Oomanding Offiocer ‘

Tos Commandent of the Marine Corps (GCode AO3D)

Vias 21 Gormanding Genersl, 3rd Marine Division (Rein),
2) Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Fomo
(3) Commanding Genersl, Fleet Marine Foroe Psoific

Subjs Command Chronology, for period 1 December to 31 December 1968

Refs 2&; MO 5750.2
b) MFPacO 5750.84

gnols V(1) Healquarters Battslion, 3nd Marine Diviaion, Oonmand
Chronology

1. In accordance with the provisions of reference (a) and (b),
enclosure (1) is submitted.

2. Upon detachment of enolosnre (1) this letter will be wmolassified.
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CONF IDENTIAL
PART I
CRGANIZATIONAL DATA
1, _I_)_@gnation Commgnder
Healquarters Battalion Col ¥. A. WEBB
Subordinate Units
Headquarters Company Capt D. Lo CHILCOTE
Communications Company Maj F. C. MULIEN
Service Company Capt D. C. RYDSTROM
Military Police Company Maj K. J+ SKIPFER
1-1) Dec 68
Maj K. J. ROTTSOIK
14«31 Dec 68

2. Location

1.31 December 1968 Quang Tri, Republic of Vietnam
(Less Commnications Company, Dong Ha, Republic of Vietngm)

3. Staff Officers

Executive Officer Maj R. D. WALTERS
1-28 Dec 68
Maj R. D. STUCKEY
25~31 Dec 68
§~1/Ad Jutant CWO R, T, FOWELL Jr.
Operations/Logistics Chief Cept R. Re CRONK
Motor Transport Off icer 1stLt M. P. McERRIDRE
Supply Of ficer Capt W. W. HOBBS
Surgeon It. Ds A. DYKBMA, USN
Chaplain It. C. J. GRECO, USN

he Average Monthly Strength

UMC USN
of ficer Enlisted Qfficer Enligted
265 1725 9 28

pege A of page [0 ENCLOSURE (1)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL
CONFIDENTIAL

PART II

N IVE 8§

l. Headquarters Battailor eisments were positiored throughout the
3rd Marine Divigion area of operations during the period. Location
of major elements were as followss

Quang Tri Head quarters Company (-)
Service Company (=)
Military Police Company (-)
Dong Ha Communicatious Gompany (-)

2, Unit Activities and Events

as Headquarters Battalion

During the month of December, Major R. D. WALTERS assumed the
duties of Batialion Commander while Col M. A. WEBB was on emergency
legve, Camp Carroll was offiecially clogsed with this battglion fur-
nishing the honor guard. The Red Cross put on a demonstration to show
the troops how they could improve morale. Attendance at classes in
the Combat Orientation and Troop Indoctrination Program for the month
increased considerably over the previous month. The Assistant Division
Comingnde r pregented combat awards to 20 Marines fram this command,.
Because the crime rate continues high, the Phuc Tinh laumdry, used by
some battalion personnel, was placed off limits due to the suspected
traffic in Marijuana and sgle of American commodities. The Division
Band held a concert in the New Qumang Tri Corbat Base Amphitheater.

b. Headquarters Compawy

During the month of December 1968, this unit was commanded by
Captain David T. CHIICOTE. The average monthly strength was 227 0fficers
(123% of ¥/L and 197% of T/0) and 8L2 enlisted (128% of M/L amd 1827 of
T/0). There were 19 officers joined, 23 dropped; there were 123
enligted joined and 98 dropped., The Security Platoon enlisted strength
increased to 60 during December. The administering of 1050 personnel
to include 263 transfers were accomplished with 9 effective office
personnel. The Headquarters Campany Gunnery Sergeant attended Career
Planning School iu (kinawa. Company training efforts were blemished
by poor attendgnce. During the holiday season, unlawful detonation of
pyrotectmics necessitated an inventory of all pyrotechnics, required
more stringent security storage for such items, and resulted in the
awarding of 2 Article 15 punisiments and publication of a Company
Directive relating to the matter. The Security Platoon conducted
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several search and destroy patrols aml night ambushes.

c. Caumnications Campany

During this period radio relay links were activated from
Vandegrift Combat Base (AVMRC-62) to IZ Dick and to Dong Ha Mountain
in support of the 9th Marines and Lth Marines respectively. In addition
a 12 channel AV/TRC-97 system was activated between Vandegrift Combat
Base snd Quang Tri Combat Base, primarily to provide additiongl common
user trunks between field command posts amd battslion/regimental rear
command posts. In conjunction with the closing of Camp Carroll, multi-
channel systems from Dong Ha to Camp Carroll and from Vandegrift
Combat Base to Camp Carroll were deactivated. The 588th Signgl Company
assuned respongibility for telephore system operations at Quang Tri
Combat Base armd the AN/MTC~1 switctboard which served Quang Tri Marine
sibscribers was deactivated. The high desdline rate for tactical
generators remains a serious problem; however, the provision of two
cormmercial precision power generators to provide power for the commun-
jcation center and the AN/TCC~28 dial telephore exchange have reduced
this problem considerable. Repair parts for fixed plant teletype
equipment were also in very short supply during this times III MAF
establishing a float of this equipment at Danang which should reduce
the deadline rate considerably. Major items of new equipment re-
ceived during the mouth were an AN/I'RG-83 Radio set and an AN/MRC-631
radio relgy van, both through the rehabilitation program. Personnel
remained approximately at the maming level overall, with gpecific
shortages in commnication center, supply, motor transport, aml gener-
ator maintenance personnel,

d. Service Company

During the month of December, this unit's average monthly
strength was L% of 11/l and 122% of T/ for officers and 107% of M/L
and 1624 of T/0 for enlisted. The maintenance section has completed
much of the internagl electrical wiring within the battdlion area.
Company training covered such subjects as Ieadership, Naval gunfire-
Artillery support, and infantry coordination. The los8® of two key
persomnel in the Maintenance Section has seriously hindered operations.
Replacements are still pending.
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e. Military Police Company

During this period a total of 21 trained military policemen
were transferred. Iine larines joined the company from various other
units. Programred losses include 8 for the month of January. A
standing post at the Quang Trihlg,pidge, and the Joint patrol with the
personnel of the 50hth Army™' hys been discomtinued due to lack of
persounel, An 8-man security patrol apprehended 3 Vietnamese women
with no identification papers. They were turned over to ITT and
were later relessed. )ilitary Police Company continuves to defermd the
Southwestern portion of the Quang Tri perimeter.
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PART III

SEQUENTIAL IISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1, Corbat Migsions Assim

2. Maintain two vital area reaction companies for employment as
required,

b. Maintain Sector "Hn and nAn of the perimster defenss of Quang
Tri Combat Bass.

c. Provide personnel for convoy security as required.

d. Perform Military Police functions as required throughout the
3rd Marine Division area of operations.

2. Significant Operations Comucted

a. 6-8 December - Security platoon conducted ssarch and destroy
patrol in grids 2653, 20654, 2753, am 275L. One bocby trapped 105MM
artillery round was founds The patrcl was probed during the hours of
darkme s by enemy small arms fire. Exchanges of amall armms fire amd
thse sddition of friendly artillary produced no casuaglties on either
side,

b. 11 December - The Security and Reaction platoons wers called
out on condition nln to the Hotel Sector of the perimeter. Small arms
fire, aircraft ad "Spooky" fire wers employed against suspected enemy
in the wire, with negative results.

¢, 15-18 December - The Hssdquarters Company Security platoon,
with ten Kit Carson Scouts attached, conducted a search and destroy
patrol covering eight grid squares and resulted in the killing of two
NVA Officers.

d. 18-19 December - The Security platoon conducted nigat ssbushes
at grids 3055, 2855, and 2853, with negative results.

e. 2l December =~ Security platoon conducted search and destroy
patrol covering a thirteen grid square area, with negative results.

f. 26-=31 December - Security platoon conducted a search snd des-
troy patrol covering seventeen grid squares, with negative results.
Ten Kit Carson Scouts accompanied the platoon.

g+ Headquarters Battalion continues to support operation SURE
(Small Unit Rehgbilitgtion Exercise) at Cau Viet.

h. 13-l December - First session of COATIF was conducted during
December. On the 13th and 14th, there were 3L in attendance at
clagses, with 65 firing the ¥16 rifle for field zero. On the 27th and
28th, hé attended classes, with 63 firing the M6 for field zero.

3., Casualties inflicted on the enemy

KIA

2
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k. Casuglties Sustained

_I_g_u_lz Death
KIA ALA Non Battle Non Battle I.E.é
Off Enl Off Enl ofrf Enl off Enl Off Enl
1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

5. New Techmiques Bnployed

NONE

6. Command Relations

Satisfactory

T+ Equipment

a. Recommendations were submitted in justification for keeping 8
M35A2C cargo trucks which were over the T/E allowance.

b. Repair parts for motor transport continues to be a problem,
Regul ators, carburetors, and electro-~lite battery acid are the most
ddfricudld . items to maintain in stock.

c. The 7 AN/ISC-15's in the battalion are gll inoperative due to
lack of repair parts.

d. Shortage of tin, lumber, insulatorsy and receptacles have
seriously hindered maintenance task.

8. logistics

a. Megdquarters Battelion continues to support Task Force Hotel at
Vandegrift Combat Base with persomnel, material and equipment.

be. Operation SURE continues to receive logistical support from
Hegdquarters Bettal ion.

9., Civic Action

a. Jlocal civilians were to be employed by Headquarters Battalion.
They were utilized in policing the battalion area, making trash runs,
and the filling of sand bags for the construction of bunkers. They are
all under the comstant swpervision of an NGCO.

10. Adminigtration

a. 9 December - The Assistent Division Commander presented 3
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Bronze Stars, 1 Navy Achievement, and 16 Purple Hesrt Medgls at sn
awards ceremony.

b, 28 Decenber - An Honor Guard was furnished for the closing of
Camp Carroll.

11, Personnel

a. No significant occurances
b, GShortages of persomnel exists in M0S 1161, 114l and 1121
c¢. Casualties

(1) KA Officers. First Lieutenant Richard E. LATIMER Jr.
0102074/0302 USMC Healquarters Company, at 1030 hours on 2 December
1968 in the vicinity of Quang Tri Cambat Base, received multiple
injuries and burns when his plune was shot down by enemy ground fire
while participating in operations against hostile forces.

(2) Non-battle Injury. FFC J. B. AILEN 23335600/3531 UsHC,
service Company at 2145 on 2 December in the vicinity of Vandegrift
Cambat Base received a gun shot wound in his left leg, with the pro-
jectile pagsing through the leg, The ghot was from friendly forces,
His comdlition was listed as good and prognosis was also good. Treatment
was at Gompany "BW, 3rd lMedical Batbalion.

12, Imt elligvence

a. Nothing significant

13. Communications

a. AN/TCC-28 Site was put on commercial power. This will help
aleviate the high deadline rate mentioned in the October report.

b, Dissolved Division teletype maintenance float,
. Weabter

a. Nothing significant
15. Fire Support

a. Artillery fired a 155 mm howitzer in support of nHn Sector.

16. Air Support

a. None
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17. activityAleact ivations/Redesignations

a. Nome

18, Personnel Service

a. Postal - Approximgtely 35,600 pounds of mail were processed
during the period of this report.

b. Special Services = Comtinued to provide games and agmugement
to the troops in a sabisfactory mamer. A total of 55 Battalion troops
were flown to Danang to see the Bob IDPE Christmas show.

¢, Club's Activities - The Staff NCO Club was entertained by the
nDiana Dawn" show on 3 December. On the llith of December, the "Hi
Paisa" show from Austrailia entertained the Staff Club. The n7 Up's®
gtaged a show for the troops at Cam Viet on the 2lith of December. The
officerts Club sgnd the Staff Club were both entertained by the "Smart
Affairs® on the 26th of December.

d. Military Police =

(1) A total of 1Ul traffic citations were given for moving
violations, and 72 vehicles were impoundsd for exceeding the posted
Bpeed ]J..mit.

(2) Within the division, 30 military police reports were in-
itiated during December, and 23 vehicle accidenis were investigated.
Five deaths and 11 injuries occwrred with property demage at $8037.00.

(3) During this period, 18 persons wepe detained as follows:

(a) POW

(b) Civil Defendent

(¢) 1Innocent Civilians
{(d) Returnees

(e) Unidentified

(e XVERNE, T NN

(L) A total of 23 crimingl complaints were processed, with 21
from Qusng Tri Combat Base and 2 from Dong Ha. Valve of govermment
property was $52,00, Private property was 51668.,00. The total value
of property recovered is none. Military Police Company reportsthat
Division hel the following offensess

CLASS 1

Assault

Murder

Larceny of Govermment
Property over $50,00 2

H
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Larceny of Private
Property over $50.00
CILASS IX
Narcotics
Homo ge xual
Postal Violations
e. Chagplain

NN o

(1) Chgplain Evan J. GRECO repleced Chgplain John BELL on 7

December 1968 as the Battalion Chaplain.

(2) In addition to the regular scheduled Gatlwlic Masses,
Chaplain GRECO provided extra masses for the holiday season.

(3) Chgplain Johm ZOILER and Chgplain Hollis BOND, Division
Chaplain and Assistant Division Chaplain respectively, provided
religious services for Protestant worship, including special services

for ths holidays.

(4) The Battalion Chaplain has provided weekly masses for the

following units at Quang Tri Combat Bases
lith Marines (Rear)
9th Marines (Rear)
12th Marines
L92nd Amy Support Group
f. Medical

Nothing significant
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