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HEAIJ"l\JWERS BATTALION 
3d Marine Division (Rein) ~ FMF 

Fro, San Francisco 96602 

Commanding Officer 
Conuna.no.ant at the Marine Corps (Code A03D) 
(1) Commanding General, 3d Marine D.i. vision (Rein) .£o'i'JIt' 
(2) Commanding Gellt:lral, III Hanna Amphibious Force 
(3) CoJlJlll8.nding General, Fleet Mar.J.Il8 Force Pacific 

SubJ : Command Chruu,ulogy ~ for period 1 April to 30 .April 1969 

Ref, <a> MOO $7,0.2 
(0) OO'PacO '7$O.tlA 

3/Rl'C/lw1 
oJ4Al2969 
9 Mq 1~69 

Enela (1) Headquarters Battalion, 3d Marine Division ColIIII.and Chronolugy 

1. In accordance n1in the prOVis.&.u,~ of rete1't:l,uce (a) aud (b), enclusure (1) 
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1. DESIGNATION 

Headquarters Battalion 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

3d Marine Division (Rein), F.MF 

2. 

Headquarters Company 

Service Company 

Military Police Company 

Oommunications Company 

LOCATI~ 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 

COOlANDER 

Col M. A. WEBB 

Oapt D. L. CHILCarE 

Capt T. M. GARBOWSKI 
(l-W Apr 1969) 
2ndLt B. F. UlNG IV 
(19 -30 Apr 1969) 

Maj R. L. ROTTSOLK 

Maj F. O. l"1ULLEN 

1 - 30 April 1969 Quang Tr1, Republlc of Vietnam (Less Communications 
Company, Dong Ha, RVN) 

3. STAFF OFFICERS 

Executive Officer Maj R. D. STUCm 

5-1/ Adjutant CWO R. T. POWELL 

S-l/Assistant Adjutant CWO D. A. DE BARGE 

Operations/Log18tics Officer Maj R. T. CARNEY 

Motor Transport Officer lstLt M. P. MCBRIDE 

Supply Officer Capt w. W. HOBBS JR 

Surgeon Lt S. M. COHEN 

Chaplain Ltcmdr J. D. ALIEN 

4. AVERAGE MeN/fHLy S'rRENGTH 

USMC USN 
OFF EN!. on ENL 
2Sb i572 '"'"iO 2I 
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PART II 

N arrati va Summary" 

1. Headquarters Battalion elements were positioned throughout the 3d 
Marine D1 vision Area of Operations during this period. Location of major 
elements were as follows, 

Quang Tri Headquarters Company (-) 
Service Camp~ (.) 

Dong Ha 
H.f. Company ( -) 
Cormnunications Company (-) 

2. Pm. t Activities and Events 

a. Headquarters Battalions 

During the month of April 144 Marines were processed through OUA'rrp. 
The Battalion training increased as a Drug Abuse Orientation program was 
gi ven throughout the Battalion. On teChnical training, three Marines at­
tended out of country schools and 10 Marines attended in-country schools • 
.Messing is expected to improve as four (4) new 1-1E10 units were installed 
for the Staff and Officer's mess. A coat of paint and tile deck completed 
the Assistant Division Corrunander's guest house. 'lbe Officer I s Club was 
remodeled w.i. th a new ceiling and air-concli tioning. Construction continues 
in other areas as a basketball and handball court foundati ons have been 
completed. 'ilie enlisted and ofi'icer l IS mess both racei ved a new patio and 
barbecue through the efforts of the cooks and 3-4 personnel, while con­
structi.on was completed on Motor Transport's Butler Building. Dedication 
of the Third l'iarine DiVision's Children IS 1"lemorial Hospital took place on 
location at Quang Tri Combat Base as General R. G. DAVIS laid the corner 
stone with the 11inister of Health from Saigon. IDeal Vietnamese officials 
were in attendance and the ceremony was open to the public. On the 14th 
of April 1969, Hajor General W. K. JONES relieved J.'lajor General R. G. DAVIS 
as Commanding General, 3d l"iarine Division. On 26 April 1969, Brigadier 
General R. It'UI.LI'.:R relieved Brigadier General F. ~. GARRETSON as the Assis­
tant Division Commander. A Ohange e)f Oommand ceremony was conducted on 30 
April 1969 for the relief of Col H. A. HEBB by LtCol S. B. HO CARTY Jr as 
Commanding Officer of' Headquarters Battalion, effective date of relief is 
1 May 1969. A presentation of decorations was also oonducted, at whioh time 
General R. FULLER presented decorations to over 20 Marines from Headquarters 
Bat,talion. 'l'he Battalion Chaplain conducted over 24 services during the 
month of April with a total attendance of 995. 

b. Headquarters Company: 

During the month of April 1969 this unit was commanded by Captain David 
L. CHILCUT.[~. 'rhe average monthly stirength was 260 officers and 925 enlisted. 
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There were 36 oi'i'icers joined, 32 dropped; there were 137 enlisted joined, 
98 dropped. The administration of 1150 + personnel to include 303 joins and 
transfers was accomplished with 9 effecti.ve o1'i'ice personnel. Security Pla­
toon, with 7 Kit Carson Scouts attached, was employed on b day.time patrols 
and 6 night ambushes. One enlisted 11sr:Lne was KIA while on patrol with the 
Securi ty Platoon west of QTCB by enemy surprise firing device on 11 April 1969. 
One harine Officer was KIA when the helicopter in which he was riding was shot 
down It> miles Northwest of QTCB while participating in operations with .i\.RVN 
Forces on 22 April 1969. 

c. Service Company: 

During the month of April 19t>9 this unit realized a significant turnover 
in command. 1'he Company Commander was transferred and the Company ~xecuti ve 
ui'i'icer asstllned command without replacement. From 1 April to lb April Cap-
tain 1'. N. GARBUWSKI was ~n command of Service Company and on 19 April 2ndLt 
13. £i'. Uh~G IV assumed cOllunand. 'rhe average monthly streugth was 20 officers 
and 2"0 enlisted. 'fhere were 3 officers joined and 1 officer dropped and 34 
enlisted joined and 2b enlisted dropped. DurJ.ng the month a company siZe .[i'M"l 

fire was begun with over half of the personnel firing on 20 April. In Company 
Training three April Gi'lS classes were held. 'fhe l'1aintenance l:iectl.on installed 
florescent lights in the G-, bUilchngJ L:t.brary and the Uff~cer' s Club and start­
ed building a head and shower at the Div.Ls~on !'.x. Another project of bUJ.lding 
nfle racks tor eaCh barrack was Degun 1'or an emphasis all weapon security. 'l'hree 
men 1"rom the a~ntellalJCe l:iect~un reb.eved. the C.B. 's in the operatl.on of the 
base generators. 

d. Corrununicat~uns Company: 

The automated circuit records system has proved to be a useful tool in the 
Division Communications Facilities Control Ceu~r (CFCC). Using it several 
duplica.te cireui ts lolere detected and deaeti vated. 'fhe system of restoration 
pri.ori ties for 'l'hird Harine ill vision circ1.u,ts under the cognizance of the CFCC 
was reviewedJ recommendations made and accepted by the Division CgO. 'l'ha 
Division Comnunications Center processed a total of 50,273 messages during 
April. In order to increase efficiency, t.he internal arrangement of the Commun­
ication Center was reGrranged. This has also improved seeuri ty. A severe en­
viroUl,lental control prOblem exists in the Division Communications Center. . Dust 
and heEj,t continue to contribute to frequent equipment failures. CBMU-301 
has worked on improving the venting system for the air conditioners and has 
been tasked to paint the deck with deck paint to help eliminate the dust. 
·.l'he Di vis:i.on TACP members undergoing OJ'l' with 1/4 were recalled due to short­
ages of persormel in the Al:~GF Platoon. CBl'1U-301 has completed relnring the 
company area. 'l'he new power sub-system was completed by NCB b2. i'lotor gen­
erators for converting 60Hz AC to 400Hz are currently 100% either inoperative 
or evacuated to higher maintenance eChelon. '£his has resulted in a shortage 
of 400Hz generators and the inability to po\<rer the maintenance/technician 
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benches for the Al-l/l'RC-7, family of radios. Routine maintenance of the 
extensive Divis::l.on multi-pair cable network continued. A crew of two men 
from 'lth Communication .t:lattaliol1" with the equi~nt necessary to locate 
underground cables, worked with Vlire ..Platoon personnel from 1-14 Apr1l 
1969. As cables were located they were conspicuously marked. Approximately 
2000 feet of SO pair cable was installed to support i'.lASS-2 and. their increased 
DASC operations. The Ma1ntenance ..Platoon processed 282 work orders despite 
a 20% shortage of authorized manning level personnel. For the first time in 
memory the maintenance shop was able to operate without the aid of a tactical 
00 Hz generator. 'rhe newly installed power sub-system provides 120 VJ£" 3 
phase po-wer. Company Hotor 'l'ransport has implemented a program to rehabill tate 
the company rolling stock. Ten vehicles have been repainted and m~ minor 
body repairs made. Two Vietnamese are now employed by the Motor Pool Ul assist 
in the maintenance. 

e. Military Police Company: 

During the period covered by this report, t.h1s Unit has conducted operations 
that rall into four categories. 'l'raff'ic control" criminal investigation and 
apprehens:i.on, operation of P.O.W. 1'acillties" and base seourity. Traffic c1 tations 
totaled 165 for the period as COl1lparled with 155 i'or the preVious period. 'there 
were ten traffic accidents recorded, none of wbich were fatal. A two unit 
patrol is effecti va daily during hours of daylight between Dong Ha and Khe 
Gia Br:idge. A total of twenty seven Class I offenses and 135 Class II offenses 
were committed during the period. Thirty six investigations were carr:i.ed over 
from the previous peri.od and sixty two new cases were opened. Twenty two 
cases were completed and a balance ot twenty three cases are carried over into 
the new period. During the evening of 21 April, an N.V.A. P.O.vI., Lang Quyet 
'l'hang, escaped from the P.O.W. facility at Dong Ha Gombat Base. At approxL­
mately 2130 on 22 April he was killed in a friendly mine field (lD234oo9). 
The body was discovered by elements of 2nd ARV,N Regiment. Investigation now 
in progress. This unit continues to furnish a ready reaction force for Sector 
"G" of the Quang Tri Combat Base perimeter. During the hours of daylight this 
uni t furnishes aecuri ty at ti ve (~) gate posts wi thin Quang 'l"ri Conibat Base. 
Securi ty is further provided on the gates to Dong Ha Combat Base. During hours 
of darkness, three (3) posts are manned on the quarters of the Commanding 
Generf.ll and the Assistant Division Oommander. 

_tiliiit}Jijfi 
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PART III 

§.equential Listing of Sigp!ficant J!;vents 

1. Oombat l1ission Assigned: 

a. Headquarters Company maintained defensive perimeter of ItA" and "Oil 
Sectors, Quang 'l'ri Combat Dase. 

b. Hili tary l)olioe Company is responsible for traffic control, prevention 
and investi~ation of criminal offenses, apprehension of criminal offenders, 
P.O.1;". collect:ions and base security. 

c. Service Company is responsible for the reaction force, on call to the 
Base Defense Coordinator and the Battal:i.on Interior Guard. 

d. Cor:urrunications Company is responsible for the perimeter guard of 
Sector VII, Dong lIa Combat Base, and other operation deemed in support of the 
3d Hanne lli. Vision. 

2. Significant Operations Conducted: 

a. 9-15 J\.pril ConlllUnicattons Company provided a reinforced rifle squad 
as secUl'i ty for the road sweep team along Route '-) from Dong Ha Combat Base to 
CamLo. 

b. 11 April Seeuri ty l'latoon conductied search and clear patrol. 

3. Casualties inflected on the enemy: 

a. None 

4. Casualties substained: 

Injury Death 
KIA 'vITA Non Battle Non Battle HIA Battle }!!iiurl 

OB'F-l1~L OF'li'-ENL OFft' ENtI 6FF ENL Ob'P-ENL OFlt' ElIlL 
T T 0" 2" 0 00 "'"0 "'"0 0" 0- -0 0 

5. Nell 'llechniques l~ployed: 

a. None 

b. Command Helat,ions: 

a. Satisfactory 
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'{ • .t<.:quipment: 

a. Requests have been submitted for additional communication equipment 
on a loan basis. 

8. Logistics: 

a. 4 April - Communications Company provided P .A. system for Di nsion 
awards ceremony. 

b. 9 April - Communications Company provided P.A. system for dedication 
ceremony for 3d Harina Division l1emorial Children's Hosp}. tal. 

c. 14 April - Communications Company provided P.A. Bysteln and l'adio sup­
port for change of command oeremony. 

9. Civic Action, 

a. 7, 14, 21, 28 April .. weekly class in English Language was conducted 
by the Battalion Chaplain at Tr-l Buu Convent, Quang 'fri City. 

b. 9, 13, 22, 20 ApI'll - Gol11lllUl1ications Company Hannes visted 3d Hanne 
Division Children's Hospital and dJ..stributed candy to patients. One visit was 
made to the Dong Ha CathoJjc Orphanage. 

10. Administration: 

a. 5, 12, 19, 20 April - Battalion Commander's bl.U.ldlng and grounds 
inspection. 

b. 14 April - Change of Conunand, 3d lVi.arine Di VJsion, General W. K. JON!!.S 
reli.eved General R. G. DAVIS. 

c. 24 April .. Communications Company was given courtesy :mspection by 
Division Hotor Transport. 

d. 25-27 ApI'll - Communications Company was given oourtesy Comnrunications­
Electronic ins,tIeCl;, .... 0n by the Div:i.sJ.on Conununicator-Electronic 11aintenance In­
spection Team. 

e. 3u Apr.Ll .. Assistant Ditision Commander presented one Silver Star, 
four Bronze Star Nedals, live Navy GODnntluuation l·iedals, tour Navy Achievement 
l1edalB and eight Purple Heart Medals at awards ceremor.w. 

11. Persolluel: 

a. 5, 12, 19, 20 April - (',()J~TIP processed a total of 144 Harines. 

Tee I 4f IBUQ I iij~ 
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Casualties: 

KIA OFFICER - f?irst Lieutenant Headow J. OLS01'l 010 60 06/0301 USt·1C Head­
quarters Company 1000 22 Apr 1969 vicinity of Dong Ha 11ountain, Quang Tri Pro­
vince, RVN approx 16 miles Northwest of Quang 'l'n Combat Base. Heed 3rd degree 
burns over entire body as helicopter was shot down while participating in joint 
operatj on with Al1VN. Body graves regis·~ration at u. S. Hortuary, Danang. 

KIA .I.!:NLIS'£W - frivate l''irst Claas t:lherW'ood SAy\·lEn 247 61 35/0811 USF1C HqCo 
IblO 11 Apr 1969 vicinity of Sector J, Quang Tri Province. Recd multiple shrap­
nel \-rounds to entire body from an enemy surprise firing device while on patrol. 
Body graves registration at U.S. Hortuary, Danang. 

VITA .i~NLISTl.m .. Lance Corporal F. S'l'M-ILIN 242 til 31/0811 USHC HqCo lti30 11 Apr 
190;t Vicinity of Sector J, Quang 'fri ProVince. Reed frag wound to right thigh 
while on patrol from enemy surprise firing device. Treated at 3dNedBn, Cond 
and Prog excellent. 

;iIA Ea'JLIST~D - .erivate First Class Douglas IVlCE1:1AN 213 49 11/1811 USnO HqOo Ib30 
11 Apr 1969 Vicinity 01' Sector J, Quang 'l'ri ?rovinea. Reed frag wound to right 
thigh while on patrol from enemy Burpl""lse firing device. '!'reated at 3dMedBn, 
Cond and Prog excellent. 

12. Intelligences 

a. Hoth:tng Signifi.cant. 

13. Communications: 

a. 4 .April - Deactivated ANhmc-62 radio relay shot Vandegrift Combat 
Base to L.Z. Saigon. 

b. 6 April - t.:stablished AN/HRC-62 radio relay shots Vandegrift Combat 
Base to L.Z. Sierra and L.2. Vr.!.reman. 

c. 17 April - 3stabl:i.shed AN/THC-27 radio relay shots Dong lIa to Con 
Thien and Dong Ha to Carn 10. 

d. 29 April - Deactivated AN/J.VlRC-62 radio relay shot Vandegrif-t Combat 
Base to L.Z. Sierra. 

e. During the month of April Communications Company provided the full 
range of eonuuunications support to the ill vision Comfltander and his staff. 
This included teletype processingJ telephone and telephone switchboard ser­
Vice, both manual and automatic dial; multi-channel rad:i.O and radio relay 
support between the various combat bases and to superior and subordinate 
headquarters using vtIF-~'l~J SHF and troops scatter equipment; radio commun­
ication support, both covered and plain, was provided the Oonunand:i..ng General 
and his staff, and to Dong Ha and Quang Tri Base Defense. 

~ 
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14. Heather: 

a. Nothing significant. 

15. Fire Support; 

a. None 

10. Air Support: 

a. None 

l7. Acti vations/.ueacti vations/Redesignations: 

a. Hone 

18. Personnel Services: 

a. Po~tal - approximately 19,2~(5 pounds of nnil was processed during 
the period of this report. 

b. Special Services continued to provide recreatton in sports and sup­
port for parties. 

c. Chaplain: 

(1) The Battalion Cha:plain held twelve services during the month of 
Apri.l with a total attendance of 495. 

(2) LClJR Jolm C. J'ugnone, (me, USN, Assistant Division Chaplain, cel­
ebrated CathoHc Hass on both Sundays and weekdays in the battalion chapel. 
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