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1. D1!}3IGNlITION 3~OMMANDm 

3d Battalion, 3d Marines LtCol. J. lof. K4R<)R 
LtC 01. l.J'. H.. BATES 

1 - 28 July 
28 - 31 July 

H&S Cotrpany 
India Company 
Kilo Company 

Lima Coupany 

Subordinate Units 

Capt. w. H. mADAM 
Capt. M. G. MJTURNAN 
Capt. F. R. MtiTTHEf.,S 
1st Lt. F. 3rORES 
1st Lt. I. G. NEL80N 
1st Lt. R. E. LOG~N 
Capt. B. J. l¥.ILLli\MsON 

ATTACHED UNITS 

1 - 31 July 
1 - 31 July 
1 - n July 

" - 28 JUly 
28 - 31 July 

1 - 24 July 
24 - ~1 July 

Company "B" (-) 3d Engineer Battalion 19 - 31 July 

1 - 6 July 
6 - 9 July 

10 - 11 July 
11 - 12 July 
12 - 15 July 
15 - 19 July 
19 - 26 July 
27 - 31 July 

27 - 31 July 

Quang Tri Province. Leatherneck SquaTS Vicinity YD 168698. 
Quanr.s Tri Province. lie?oloon/Saline AO. 
Quang Tri Combat 3 rse • 
C alJ¥) J • J. C ~;:rc..l1. 
Cam Lo at'ea.. Lancaster II AO. 
Camp J. J. Carroll 
Dong Ha Mountain. Lancaster II AD. Vicinity YD 032604. 
F8B Soan, vicinity XD 938608. Companies "M", "K" and 
Dr. av 0 Command Group. 
FSB Margo, vicinity XD 903611). Coinpanies "L","1" end 
Alpha Com.man:i Group. 

3. Staff Office .... s. 

Ebcecutive Officer 
S - 1 
S - 2 

s - 3 
s - 4 

J.!aj or G. P. SLADE ' 1 - 31 "July 
1st Lt. D. C. M}J(CqEI-rE 1 - 31 July 
SS(7l1 1:1. E. HARIDN 1 - 28 July 
1st Lt. ~/. R. DOUGL~SS 28 - 31 July 
Major J. A. RINDFLlITg:!H 1 - 31 July 
1st Lt. G. EmHENFELDER 1" 31 July 
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During.the month of July the Battalion condueted operations in the 
Kentucky, Napoleon/Saline and L~aster n AO's. The first six days or 
July was spent in Leatherneck Square under the OPCON of the 9th Ma!'ines. 
NullErous contacts were nade with small NVA units during this period. 

On 2 July at approximately 0500H Company "K" received a:utomatic 
and small a't'ms fire from the vioinity of YO 171693. Artillery and 81mm 
morter missions were fired and Compal'l,Y' ''K" returned fire with small arms 
and automatic weapons, contact WaS brollen and COIlpMY "K" swept thrrugh 
the e,l.'ea of contact disoovering 21 NIl A KIA confirned, 3 crew served 
weapons a.'1.d 7 individual weapons '\o,ere caPtured. Approximately a hall' 
hour after Coupany "K" gained cont~t, the Battalion at YD 168692 
received 20 rounds of enell\V' martar fire (6Omm) whioh resulted in 20 
"ru 's • .At 081511 e. Cot!!JallY "I" unit sighted 8 NV 11 at YD 169690 and 
artillery and mortar missions were called, a search of the area resulted 
in one NV A Prisoner of Har. At 1715H the same day, Company "M" sighted 
two NTA in the open and engaged with small arms fire and artillery, 
later the size of the IN" 11 unit was estimated at 20-30 personnel .. The 
NVA broke oontact and a search of the al'ea revealed 15 Nil A KIA contirlOOd 
along "lith weapons and oqUiplOOnt. 

A second Prisoner of ""r;$: \-las captured on the night of 3 July when 
u NV A walked into a CompanY "L" ambush, the NVA WaS a;rIOOd with a RPG-2 
rocket laumher. 

During the period 3-4 July there \lere other small unit contacts 
",hioh resulted in one friendly :'JIA, no NVA casualties c~ld be confirtood. 

On 5 July a unit of CO!!pa~y "K" while on a recon mission was taken 
under fixe by an estimated 5C-70 Nl A fighting from well dug in positions 
and supported by 60um m<IL'tarpo The enemy initiaied the contact with a 
oommand detonated mine, The (;o~any "K" unit received 60rum mortar and 
scall. arms fire which resulted in casualties to the point squad. The 
other units of COtl!>allY "Kn wore deployed and fhed wing air and gunships 
vlere requested. Company "K" I!l8neuvered and eztr~.pted CaStlalties under 
the caver of air strikes, guniliips and artIllery. Contact 'vaS broken 
at 1400H• 1\1V1I Casualties were 15 KIll's confirllX)c., Co~a.n.v "K" suffered 
2 KIl,' s and 8 WIll's med (NaP. 

On 6 July the Battalion :i:ejoined the 3d Hadnes far a. operation 
in the Napoleon/SaliM 1.0. No contaot was made by the Battalion duri1'\S" 
the operation and on 10 July the BattA-lion IDOVElcl to Qu~ Tri fa:: tho 
S. U.R.E. program, the following daY the Battalion "'R8 moo-ed by truck 
to Canp J. J. Carroll and i':J~:lIDed the mission of security for Camp 
Carroll and convoys on route #9. 

On 12 July the Battalion departed 0alllP Carroll to conduct ambush 
and anti-infiltration mission:3, no contact was gained during this 
period. On three OCCasions tte Battalion was subjected to enemy mortar: 
fire,'], 4 llTJl' S \'lere sustained. The Battalion returned to Camp Carroll 
on 15 July. 
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On 18 July'Oonpany "K" andt.h.e..._ aVO Command group chopped to the 
OFeON of the 3d Marines and conducted a helibarm assault landing 
at LZ Oardinal (Xl> 939610) with the mission or establishing a. 
CompallY patrol base and observation posts at XD 946624). The Ip.nding 
was made without in::ident and no resistame was emountered. 

On 19 July the Battalion (-) Was heli-lifted to conduct a alJsaJ,llt 
hnding at LZ Buzzard ( I'D 032604 ). The landing was made without 
resistance. On the evening or 19 July and the mat'ning of 20 July 
Company 111" while searching bunkers at YD 028599 and YD 027602 
discovered two 75mm p~ k howitzers complete except for one barrel, the 
second barrel \'TaS found later in the daY in a bunker at YD 027598. 
26 rounds of 75mm howitzer amnnlnition was also fGUDd. 

On 22 July the Bravo Command group and Company "K" were chopped 
to QpCON 1st Bn, 3d Marines and on 23 July were heli-lifted to XD 
939605 to establish a fire suppcrt base. 

No contact was made during the operation and the Battalion 
returned to Canp Ca;t:'roll on 26 July leaVing a platoon (rein) from 
COtrp?...ny "W' On Dong H~ Mountain. The other elenents of Oonpany "M" 
were lifted to F8B ,T oan to join the Bravo Command group. On 't7 July 
the Bravo Company "K" and. tae BravO Command group were chopped to the 
OPCON of the Battalion. 

On the afternoon of 27 July Companies "L", "I" and the .Alpha 
Command gxrup wore heli-lifted to conduct a assgult landing at LZ 
Nargo (XD 903615 ), th,~ landing ",as without contact and the LZ was 
consolidated. Three In.A's were sustained on 28 July when a Ma;cine 
deton2>ted a U.S. type j,.p milK!. 

CO'llPany "N"(.), Company "K" and the Bravo Command grrup continued 
the mission of defending J!'ire Support Base Joan. On the 28th of the 
month, the platoon from Conpany "M" 1mS relieved and heli-lifted to 
FSB Joan. 

!~ U.S type lI.P mine toJaS detonated on 29 JUly resulting in one ;,rT:Il. 
The end of the month found the Battalion with two Companies ( "L", 

"I") and the i.Jlpha CommaJil. group at Fire Suppcrt Base Margo and the 
Br av 0 C ominand gr oup with hlO C omp anie s ("K1', "M",) at F ire Support 
Base Joan. 

DECLASSIFIED 



r 
I 

I 

f 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • P.ART III 
.s~!i~~·Ii.L LI'T~}'TGS OF'. SIGNIFIC .:iNr E.VENTS 

a. Bosii MiBhon. To ·conduct missions ·'in a!:Ssigned a;re~ cf operations n accordance with 3d MarDiv Opet"ations Order 5-68. 

b. Conduct oom"'Jat operations to seek rut and destroy Enemy farces and installations in assignad zone. Refereroe: 3d Mar FragO 14-68. 
( Napoleon/Saline) 

c. Estahl:!.M ba:::~ a,.'ld provid.e security for Camp Carrol:::. and road. sueeps as c.irected, }Jrov5.de COrNOY security~ Provide Bald Eagle farce on 30 lI'inute mE~e. F:.eleretDe! 3d Mar FragO 15 ·18. (Laroaster II) 

d. Conduct aJ1lbUE""/ E' .. nt:I.-:i.nfiltration operations in aes1g.ned AO, Reference: 3d 11:a;r :s'rag::l ~6-68. ( Lanc1'l.stei." II) 

e~ ( 1) Be prcp-u.'ed to reinforce at' assume the tnission of either 1/3 or ?/3. , 
(2) On ])+1 a: D+2 be prepared to conduct a helicopter barne as?£ill'.t +;0 se()1).:::'e LZ EL'.zzard and secure Objective #11 on arder. 
(3) lie prePa::'fJd to continue to attack a.rrl seize Objective #13 on ocder 0 

(4) Be prepsrcct to furrish ona (1) rifle company (rein) with coomgno. group to eY~(l1.·:;0 a hel.icc:rt8I'b·a::r£~ assanlt to seize I,Z Cardin'i.l and cond.uct pE·;ao].:; ·Ld ill;:;l"3t:.:}.a·:~o ·dcini-cy. Refe:ceree: 3d 
Mar ioo s l\>er adons Q:- de: 3 ·t 8, ( ~a.nc 8.3·~ er II ) 

f. :;Gnduct Helie O};t0rc Jt'nd assau:!.t to seize LZ HartS::> -,cl!!llemin3' 
27140G-B Jul to prov!.de blocting force. EstAblish :UZ 8n~1 F::3 and 
conduct limited search Itlld destroy opera.tions in TArn. Rei'p.reme: 3d Mar FragO 24-68. ( Lancaster II ) 

2. .S i€.!l.hf ie f! n ~ ~Eil.rat i<2.r s C R.u.0,1!.Q!ed. 
a. During the period 1-6 J-.:lly while under the OPCO~T of the 9th Marines l the Batt alion conducted search a'1:i destroy operations in 

the vicinity of grid squares 1569, 1669t ~nd 1869 in Leatherneck Squ~e. Contact WaS gained with the enamy nine timas during this period, the majority of these oontacts were with squad sized units. Tha most signific ant of the se c ont ~t s occurred on 2 and 5 July 1968. 
On 2 July 68 COIDpI3.IlY "K" at Y.D 168693 was engaeed with automatic and smal1 arms fire from the vicinity of YD 171693, fire was returned with small arms ~nn automatio weapOns, artillery and mortar missions were ca.lled. Contact WA,S broken and at 0700H Coopany "K" swept through the area of oontact. 21 WA KI.A8s confirtll!';!d were counted and ~ cre,., served and 7 individual weaPons tl'ere captured along with other equiplICnt and ordnance. 
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At 0 July a plato n of Comoany /IX" gained contact with 
P_"l estimated NiTA platoon at YD 156106. 'rbe ~ontl'\Ct WRS initiated by 
th~ NITA with a command. detonated mine, 6o'lfll mort::\!' fire Md small Fll-'ms 
fj:re. The remainder of Company "K" deplo18d to exploit the contact 
and recover casualties. The IN A unit ~ estiml'lted at 50-70 personnel 
fighting from well r~ug in positio'lS. MQ-relllHYt wa.s limited and artillery 
gunships and air stl'ikes wer-e v..J! to ~raot ca.sualties. ContaPt was 
bro:cen and Company 11K" :returned to its position ?\t 1400H. 15 NIT 11 laMe 
were confirllBd, F;;..lendly casualtie. wte 2 IaA '9 and 8 WIA fS med evac. 

',.,hile operatir.g in Leather~_~k Sqt..sl'e 2 prisoners r£ W~, 6 crew 
servad weapons and 8 individual weall0ns wer e c s;ptured. 59 NV A KIll's 
"'ere confirned. 

b. On 19 July the Battalion Wn.B heli-lifted from Camp Carroll to LZ 
( 

. , 
BuzZE'l."d YD 032604, on Dong He Mounitdn, the LZ wa.s secured vithout 
resistame and the Battalion <pmmerred 11 sel'll'Ch and cleA.r-"lmission of 
the Dong Ha Mountain conplex. On thE. evening of the s~ day, Comp21lY 
''I'' discovered 6 bunkers in tt!e vicility or YD 023599, one bInkcr was 
found to haVB R false bottom t.mich contained parts of a 75mm p~k 
howitzer. The next d?,y ( 20 July) while searching a bunker cOll!llex 
at YD 027602 CompMY "I" again disoov~ed 75mm pROk ho,,,ltzer cotlponenta. 
That afternoon a second. 75mm barrel was fOUM in a bunker at YD 027598, 
in all two cOIq:llete and servl::eable 75tDm pack howitzers were captured. 

No contact was made durin3' this op-J:t'9.tion, I'l.pproximately 122 
fighting and living bunkers W'3":.'8 destrnyod. The Battalion (-) rewned 
to Oamp Carroll by heli-lift in 28 JulJ. 

3. C asualtios I.nflict ed on the Enor-IY. 

a. During thE"! month of July the ~d Battalion inflictodthe 
following ce,su~lties on the (menw; 59 NVA KIA (confi'iood ). 

4. C asu,a,ltic s Sust ained. 

1. On 1 July, am member of India CO~_and One T'Embe2' of H&S 
Co. T,'fIll due to enemy snnll arElS fire. 

2. On 2 July, 24 illa!'lbcrs of Kilo Co. t 4 !!embers of India Co. 
?..nd 3 members of H&S Co. llIL dlw to enemy mortars. 4 me1'!lbers of l'1:.kc 
Co. 1{H due to onBmy sl!lall arT:;S fire. One tn3mbor of Milro 00. non-hostile 
injury duo to sprainede.nY.lc. 2 n~T:lbors of Kilo Co. KIA due to enerJ.'y 
grenades. One l!lGmber of Kilo Co. DIJ{ duo to woonds inflicted by enew.v 
mortars. 
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3. On 3 ITulYji---om--mmbeZ' of-Lima Co. WIll due to ene!!lY SI!"sll arms fire, 
OlD membGr of Mike Co. Nre to possible malat'is, are meT!l.bcr of r'1ike 00. 
1'21; due to appendisitis, om roomber of Mike Co. Nro due to he~,t 
C':;1 ast ion. 

-t. On 5 July, 5 members of Kilo Co. '''IiI due to ,o:le"'::,.· grono.dea, 3' 
ronbers of .Kilo Co. ~,1!A due to eneIl\Y small arms fire, 2 Bembers of 
Kilo Co. Kril due to enemy small arms fire. 

5. On 7 July, one lOOmbor of H&S 00. :me due to falling from bOat and 
being out by propellers. 

6. On 10 July, one l!'.3mber of Lima Co. and Ore member of Mike Co. 
non hostile wounded dlte to f:cp.gmentation grenade detonated by nn 
l.lnkl~own indiv idual, 

7. 0j,1 12 July, 6 members of India Co. WI!, due to enerq mortars, one 
l'B:nbe:t' of Mike Co. vlIA due to friendly artillery. 

8. Cr, -15 July, om I!lOmber of India Co. non hostile injury due to 
conex 'cox Shifting on a truck and fracturing his pelvis, one metioor 
of !:i¥...:. Co. non hostile Hounded due to friendly 1C:;l)mm air burst. 

9. (In 19 July, 2 lIErri.Jers of :l(~S Co. lIIT;:: due to heat eL".ClUstion, one 
member of Kilo Co. l:nC d'lC tv phln"..Jiti5t one ttember of Kilo Co. due 
to abdominal pain. 

10. On 20 J'.1J.y, one membor of Lima Co. NJ:J:: due to hGRt exhaustion, 
one m3mbGr or Mike Co. NIC due to sprained right knee. 

11. On 21 July, one nembcr of Kilo Co. NBC due to sun irritation 
of the eyes. 

12. On 24 July, oro IlEmber of India Co. NBJ due to possiblo fractured 
spins. 

13. On V July, one rember of Lima Co. :mc due to sprained knoe. 

14. On 28 Jllly~ 4 T"C,ll00rR of Lima Co. 1{'Iii duo to encny mines, one 
rombC':!' rf :,Ln:: Co. neil host ee \-lounded due to wood s:;>linter in right 
eye f roni helicopter f'~oP we,sh. 

l~;. On 29 July, one mmber of Lima Co. vITi due to enemy mine. 
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16. There were a 
July 1968. 

inoculations given during t'1.e month of 

11. Cht Patient Visits. 
a. Common complaints. 

1. FUO 
2. Heat C<tsualtics 
3. Possible Nala:ria 
4. Dental 
5. Oellulitis 
6. Dia:rrhea 
7. Misce llaneous 

~ 
07 
04 
80 

204-
10 

1126 
1437 

18. Nlmbcr of Bat tle C A,3U1llt 1e s. 

TDrALS 
USMJ3!3 
USN 3/3 
U8:t>n uTHER8 

ETA WIA 
04 "51 
00 02 
00 00 

Do\O/ -01 
00 
00 

Total 

!!!! 
00 
00 
00 

NBC -18 
01 
00 

c. Medical Trends. An iroree.se in the mmber of eellutitis in the· 
nxmth of July is due largly to the intermitt~ wet and dry weather. 
A stronger eIlJlhasis has boen made on rrEdical personnel to insure that 
open wounds reoieve proYl!>t attention. 

d. Problem Areas. None. 

e. l! new and mare effective malaria chemoprophylaxis tl\blet known 
as Dl;PSor-TE is being used, taJmn daily M prescr1bGd is supposed to 
be Gffective against all types of malaria emruntered in Vietnlim. 
The effects will be observed and subsequently reported. 

5. N:!w Techniques Employed. None. 

6. ComYllr'.nd Relations. 

a. OPCON - 9th Marines, AOCON - 3d MArDiv. 
b. On 1 July Coupt1l\Y il1111 was ohopped to,-,{!?CON 2nd Bn, 26th Marin~s. 
c. On 1 July the Brit.'..., Command group assumed OPCON of the 11-3 

position. 
d. On 2 July the Bravo Ccmmand groop chopped OPCON or the 11-3 

position. 
o. On 4 July Comp 3llY "L" v·..,s chopped to OPCON 3d Marines. 
f. On 6 July thG Sattalio~ WaS chopped to OPCQlI 3d Marines. 

/, .. n;i~:-. . :;r~-·-·-~:'?!1~f 
~ , , 'il\ I' '=-1 !! 1'1 i!ll L> I.. l ,~-\J::::;!\.'.;~'lJ :; ~':.,dJ 

.... I' • -----.-
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g. On 9 chopped to cpcon 3dM'lX'Div. h. On 11 July the Ba.tta.lion was chopped to oPCON 3d Marinos. i. On 12 July COTIlpMY "Mit was chopped to OPCON 3d Bn. 4th Marines. j. On 18 JUly COl!J)any 1'K" nnd the Bravo COMmMd grrup was ohopped to OPCon 3d Marines. 
~:, On 27 July COqJany "K" ~ the BrllYo Comrn,<:tlld grOlp returned to 
OPCON of the Battalion. 

8. Logistics. 
a.~. 

( 1) Qerer~l. During the repcrting period the Battalion operated in 1::lathernock Squal."e, the CUa Viet are~ and the CallJl C.q;rroll a;rea. During mOst of the reporting period the Battalion was re S\lJ>plyed via hel~~ter from LZ Smd and the Dong Ha Ls.t.. 

(2) Class I. .A daily resupply ml!intains the reeulal' supply of Cl.::t3s I at a three to five d~ level. Water, in cans, water bulls I'IJld water bladders, ... ,ere lifted in and out of the Battalion positions by helicopter. 

(3) Class II. There still re~ns a critkd on; 
Gas Masks 
Flak J aekets 
Compasses 
Magazines, C ?J.45 
Binocull'lX's 

(4) Class III. There were no problems encruntered in keaping an adequate supply of POL on hand. 
(5) Class IV. There lV'ere still short I'lgCS in the folloWing o' items; 

.llir Strip matting 8 foot engineer stakes (6) Class V. The BtI,ttalion supply of Class V Was Tllllintained at 1'. B1l+5 DO.i~. There were no sienificn,nt ahort~es notic8d. 

b. Mot or Tr anSI? art • 
( 1) The present 

H151.1i1 
M2741.2 
M37 
I~W 109 
iJRC 83 
11718 

TIE 
20 
30 
4 
2 
2 
1 

statt: ~ of 
iJ/II 
-2"0 

30 

4 
2 
2 
1 

the B:'l,ttalions vehicles is as foll~"s; 
2&:h 

3 
7 
o 
o 
o 
o 

11 

3Ech 
o 
2 

3 
o 
o 
o 
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~'-'L ',' -----~-__ J ~lA-.~ 

DECLASSIFIED 



1 
( 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
(2) II shortage of ml'3gnetos, cable leads, starter ""asemblies for the M2741l2 and regulators for the M151li1 still exists in tho section. 

c ~ Engineer llssitrmce. ~ineer IlSsit a,me liM receivQd from the 3d I:Jg'incer En, Company liB" (-) was attRChed and rendered assitancc by cloaring 8nd oonstrueU,ng hnding zones. 

d. OrdnarEe • 
( 1) lit the end of the month the Be.ttalion mairttained the fOl1OWing~ ~ T/E.Qt!! OPERlfnON,~L ~ liiCH (F!SU M-14 Rifles 52 52 52 0 0 45. Pistols ~29 351 351 0 0 

Shotguns 13 19 18 1 0 I':,;';;':; 1:J. 35 32 32 0 0 
~06ILi. tl 8 6 2 0 H-79 36 37 34 3 0 81mm Mart;;>J'3 8 8 8 0 0 60mm MortArs 12 12 10 1 1 3.5 Rockets ';2 27 24 :5 0 M-16 Rifles 919 982 971 11 0 
106 l-founts 8 8 1 0 0 F larrethr owerfl 8 6 4 2 0 

9, Oivic llction. None. 

10. 11 dmini str at ion. 
a.. No awards ceremony was he ld during the IIOnth •• 
b. A total of 2 crurt martials were held during July; 2 SFCM, end 3 OOM are pending. 3 Battalion Commanders Office Hours were completed and

J one is pending. There were 5 Company Commanders Of'fice Hours conpleted and 9 a"t'e rending. 
c. Special Services provided the below during the month of July; 

l1j Stationary Kits 
2 Nie.,htly 1JlOtion pictures films in the rear area. 3 Athletic recreation equipment 

(4) Free soda and beer. 
d. Post exchange services l.'ere not available, however, Sundries Packages were distributed. 
e. Liberty was not authorized during this perio(",. 
f. During the month 3 officers and 46 enlisted M81'ines rotated to CONUS. 39 enlisted Marines "rore transferred within the Regiment or Di1.rision. 62 enlisted Marines were tranBferred as a result of medical ev etlUat ion. 
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11. .Personn 
W[~~~~~£u~'u[IDJ 
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a. Gains: j£ USMJ CFF ~ 123 US~ ENL. Z USN CF.F. 22 USN ENL~ b. Losses 10 USID <FF. B9 USMJ ENL. 2 USN CFF, 17 usn ENL. c. Monthly strength ( Average) 
M! CFF MJ ENL USN CFF 

31 1010 2 
d. Net Loss/Gain: 

USN EN'L 
51 

M; (FF MJ El'lL USN OFF USN E.N1 
0/2 16/0 070 0/5 

e, Emergency leave for: the month of July: 4 USMJ enlisted. TWice/ thrice wounded or ressigned outside RVN due to father/brother in cruntryt 12 USM:! enlisted. 
f. There vereno Hardship Discharges applied for during the past month and none are pending. 
g. One administrative Discharge is pending, 

h. The R&:R program OOmil1l..l;;.:' to be a ma.i<r morale factor within this comnand. There were 87 out of country R~.R quotas and 28 in country quotas used during the month. 
i. Hor:ale is considared excellent to whtanding. 
j. Postal SeIVices during the month have been good. 

12. Intelligeme. 
During the IIOnt}.' of July the Battalion participated in operations in the Kentucky, Napoleon/SaliM and Lan::aster II AOs. There were no major conflicts, but light an::: medium sized contacts along with enemy m(l['tar attacks were numerous i:1 the early part of the month while opera.ting in the Kentucky Au. (Leatherneck SqUaT's). Operations which were run along the e ~stern coast above the Cus. Viet, produce' no enemy sighUngs and no contacts. The Ba.ttalion then lIIOV'ed to the Lancaster AO Operating out of Carrp J. J. Carroll. Little rE.dst~e was met while Operating in this area, on a. few occasione the Battal~ on 'oiM subjeot to mortar and artillery attacks, rut made no ground oonta.ct. The Battalion q>erated in Leathermck Squars (oPCON to 9th Marines) for the first week in July. There "'ere numerrus small unit contacts which produced close to 60 NIT A KIA's Md two prisoners of "Tar. CAPtured documents and POW .i.ntcrogations indiCated the enemy had many small units operating in Leathcr'}"ck SOc".are with the mission of destroying helicopters. On 2 J~ly 1968 a".: C'r:; 30: ~"3 Battalion a.t YD ~68C92 was hit with 15-20 rrunds of 60mm mCIr'tar fire from YD ~55694. The mortar attaPk was on target and the Battalion suffered 20 "'!1.4 I s. At 05000 of the sane day Rilo Company at YD 168933 received small arms fire from the vicinity of YD 171693, they engaged th8 enemy with smalla-ms, artillery and 81mm 

mortars, ccntact was broken just prior to 09000. a sea:rch of the e,l."ea 
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~ c:..>ntAc-t-"'lH-ecl~.2j co.nf.g-~d NVA dead, numercus weapons and 
equipment were oaPtured. Also on 2 July at 1705H at YD 155700 Mike 
Company engaeed a small enenw unit with small arms, while checkir.g the 
a.rea 15 NV.A dead were frond along with weAPons and equipmant. 

The largest contact of the month occured on 5 July at 08300 when 
elements of Kilo Company were taken under fire by an estimated 50-70 
NVA. The point squad suffered early casualties aa the NVA used coTlllllal'rl 
detonated mines, mortars and small arms • .An ,AO ·,.m fixed wing were 
requested. Kilo Company returned fire with small arms, artillery and 8111L 
oortars. Upon arrivv. of the AO and a;i.r support Kilo Company maneuvered 
to exploit the contact and recover casualties, this was difficult as 
as the en'3my was well dug in and supported by 60~ mart~s. The cac.lla~.tics 
were recovered under the cover of air Rnd supporting arms. t:onta.ct was 
broken and Kilo Company returned to its arginal position. 15 NITA KU ts 
were confirmed. 

Upon leaving Leatherneck Square the BattaHon went OPCON to the 3d 
M!'\Tines and conducted operations in the N@oleon!Saline AO before movi ng 
to the Lancaster "\0 in the middle of the month. The BCI,ttalion conducted 
operations out of Camo C~roll while in the Lp.)l::A.ster AO. There wel'e nO 
groond contacts \.,rith enemy forces a.rrl the Batta.lion W,q.,S subject to only 
a few martar rrunds. There were many bunkers found. especia.lly while 
operating around Dong Ha mountain. These \-rere"\7ere a....erheadcd with false 
tops or bottoms. ComplUlY "I" on 19 and 20 July frund two 75mm pack 
howitzers at YD 028594 and YD 027602 while operating on Dong Ha mountain. 

ENENY WE!J>01-TS lJ~_B?BP~Lrryrr CiJ:rrUR~ 1 - 31 JUJ.Y 1968 

26 r runds 75 mn't a~t iller;./ ,:tClt!Unit ion 2 75 mm Pack ROvli"!i zers (us) 
4 RPG-2 Laun-::hers 12 RPG Charges 

18 RPG roun<is 1 GOrum mort ar J, ub 9 

10 .IIK-47 rifles 200 81mm mortar rou.nds 
1 82mm Mort fir w/base plate and biped 38 eMS ,82mm rn'll.'t ar 
2 SICS c a,rbines i;'lnre~nts 

1 Cal. 30 f.!achin.e Gun (ChiCom) 4 (; :'L11~ 'U Omm mOt't a.r 
:::>8 l>lagazines, lS·-47 increlOOnts 

6,3~O rounds 7.62 aral!lU1lition 50 rus es, 60mm mort at:' 
250 rounds 12;/ l'IG ammunition 3S AP rifle grenades 
500 rounds c&::'.30 linked ammunition 3 Water C ana (NV.II) 

2 ~16 rifles (U.S.) 3 Canteens 
1 Pistol cal.tf5 (U.S.) 1 .AT mine 
1 LAN"" (U.S.) 2 AP mines 
9 M-16 magazines 2 DH-10 mines 
1 Knife (K-bar U. S.) 5 Ibs TNI.' 

1~ ::r-26 Grenades (U.S.) 1 as Gren,q,de 
1 Comp::-.ss 12 Entrenching tools 
1 Pair field glqsses 256 Ch iO om Ore nade s 

WU~~[,$~~~il~~~WJ 
14 I!!!are (1) 

DECLASSIFIED 



\ 
1 
I 
I 
I 

I 

... 
4 
1 
1 

500 

DECLASSIFIED 

Batteries 
"~N/pRC-25 radio (u. s.) 
lIN/pRC-93 rl'tdio CU. 8.) 
Ibs of Rioe 

1 
6 
3 

~Wfl Pack 
Gas IDl\Sks 
Picks 
assorted medic~l ~~pplies 

13. Qommunic~tions. 1>txring the month the Battalion was almost ali-rays 
::1 the field on opo!"s,tiono. i'l relaY was IllAint rtined at Cl'l.mn Big John to 
e1~'t' .. ;:·e 0 o[l)!:1'r~i0 '-'..t b:18 .~ ") Dg:'l8 H"... ():l 11 Ju:;'y i..h c ~ .,\,,~.; ~l:;'iD~'- ncr'C~ '; ,; S 

ff."3J pO:':':'G~.on at Carrp C8r"":'~"Cll. Hire was cotrpletly inst~lej. and nJrmi:. 
w~e and t'adio CO'1ID,Licutions returned. 1. messa.ge center was set up to 
har,dle tr8'~fi~ throuf,h C2JllP Carroll • .Another station on the Battalion 
!Jrl.ministr2.~ive mt was set up at LZ Stud for resupply pu:cposes. 

a. J-'~~::'..;l.il}~..!1R. 
C._'os.J trn ... i.L'.':[i be-:·,·:o!r".l.'1 the wire and radio se0til)ns continued. 

re. E'lS:i..pm~!lTt St~,::;-,'8' 

The-B~tta1i~;"":~;;;"·h'1d ~ix (6) llN/PRe-25's t~1~.S month Rl1d 30 
tapes 8.n':: base:::, .. E3Se:.'l~::C[l) .. qlci~)w.'1'1t down is as follows; 

3 .Ll !J;'PRC -~'5 1 T A-1Pl' 
1 ~~WPRC-L!< 1 !,NjGHH-5 
1 T.! -312FT 1 !ir/USH-50 

c. ~rol.2lem 1£e9.s.0 The s.'io::-tage last month of a 2847 wa,s resolved 
when th8 platoon received a n~~n ICY-G tech;lician. The current tactical 
situatiotl necessitates the maintenaroe of comnunications :1t five 
differe;lt positions shll.:.:ta!l.mol:r .. This has stretched the Battalion 
radio aad operat.:IL' aqsa'cs i,(J 'r.h2.t.:' ~.::'r.J.it. 

14. Wegt.l:'!:.er" The ,,,euV:. :r::'<.,;:': ... \;: ':;r.., month af July lTad to-:: and humid, 
generally clear lolit'l ':"") ~)': 2,~':~r; :' 2,i."C9. 

i\ve::: age High. 9~; d.Jta' 2C. s Hurldi t y 7 r:; 
flve:.' age Low. TJ d0gre~ s 
Hinds. The winrls W:>.l'e genorally from tho n02'thwest aJ

" 8 knots. 

15. Fire _~~l?ll>_. Du:t:'in'S -!;'HJ 'l'.onth 0: J".11::- the Batt .'-,.::',)r.:J'"'.S 1'.l~")8t 
continually in c;'.e field.. F OI'wc:.c·d ObservGr.'s concer:i;r:u·cQ ~r}(,i.r firos 
O~ preparatory fixes? possi1:1e uhern,V infiltrA,tion rc.J.·;CS <.:0:1 missions 
in su.pport of pc(ro2..1Lw uni";s4 'lha Battalion on 28 .Jll:iy 1-.8i heli-lifte1 
to 12 11[';rgo to prop'lJ'C! {:' li'ir8 SL'.pport Base, the F8B b3can2 operational 
on the evening of~hc s~.:re d:"y ar.d Battery 'C", 1s'~ B"l~ 1 ?:i~~1 Harines 
was lifted intc. the La:-J(; to 'J::.ovide support for eleIl'0.1cs of tho 3d Marines. 
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b. MbsioijS?~-. ~-~~·~'._I 

c. 

( 1) till • 
ight Defensive Fires 

Prepe:ratoz:y Fires 
c Suspected Enemy positions dl Live Miss ions 

<fe Mat'king R '; .. nns 
( Illumination 
(g) COJ.nter Bat tery F ll'e 
(h) Smoke 
(i) TCJ1."s 
(j) H&I's 

( 2) 8 mm Mart S,. 

35 
84 
20 
9 
4 
2 
4 
2 
6 

122 

Night D2fenl'dve Fires 10 
Targets of t'pportunity 1 
Practice ~1issic;l1s 9 
Preparatory Fires 11 
Suspected Enemy Positions 5 

f.mnunition "'<])C('snde0 .• 
( 1) f..rt ill,,~C'; 

Ira 1'05-;m ~371 
b 15"irlm 8 
c 8 i!lcQ 28 

81mm r('"I"~~rs. 
Q-Tlb-- .~~ di~r. 

( b ) \.'11' ~ fl.E: .,} 

(c) I llumin;:ct ion 
84 
5 

• 

16. !;E: Su}oart. 2}cU' :"('5 tin ,'''nth of July 17 flights of fbed wL1g aircraft ran strikes in ;~1.J:)(}(.'~ of the Battaliorla 1,11 strikos were c ontr o1led by an 1\0 in c onr J h~t ion with t he 1.~L0fF iiJ team. Th e l}-rjP3.C-93 r2;'1.~J:· ,las cl:1ecked on several of these flights with the S!.I!):l results 
as prev~I,ously noted in other months. 

a. During the month 17 flights of fixed wing were run. 
b. One TPQ was requested. 
c. 15 AO's vJere requested and received. 
d. 99 Med ev~s were completed. 
e. 9 C&G flights were used. 
f. 137,140 pounds of csrgo were lifted and 96~ P2.sse.ngers lifted. g. Three troop lifts 1-pre executed. 

'7, l..ctivities,IDeactivations/Reactive.tions. none. 

18. TrEJining Repar't. :UU'3 1;..; (J~'o:'A.tional commitments no training was conducted by the Batta.lion. On 25 July selected PErsonnel from lI&S COl!lpany and the rifle companies were sent to Ground Sur',"eillarce school at Dong Ha for a period of 5 dr:>Ys. 

Wu~[0~~~£uif~~fD) 
EroloLe '17---
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SUPPatTING DOOUMENrs 

J1. JOURNliL SUUMARY PAGE 18 
v'2. BATTALION FRAG amm 12-68 PAGE 26 
Y3. BATI'ALION OPERATIO}r CRTJER 13-68 P .. 1G~ 30 b 
)4. BATTALION FRAG CRDER 14-68 PAGE 4&' 
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'::_Slllz..68~ ~t' 'W1SH-Q-e~aJW t'M" was chopped to oPCQrI 2rrl En, 26th 
Me.rill3s. 

At OS05H Conpany "L" commemed helicopter lift to A-3 position. 
The lift was completed at 084oH. 

At 0825li COl!1pany ilL" and the Bravo Commarid group assurred oPcon 
of the A-3 position. 

At 19300 elelOOnts of OI)1I!Jany ''I'' while making a water :!:'Un at YD 
169692 received sma.ll arms and automatic weapons fire from an estimated 
enemy squad loce.ted a.t YD 167695. Fire WaS returned with small arms 
and automa.tic weAPons, B1mr.1 mortar and artillery missions. 2 ',TIA I S 

med evePS were sustained by the Oomp~. 

2 July 68. At 0500H elements of Cottpahy "K" at YD 168693 received 
small arms and autOl'lJaUC we~:;Jons fire from the vioinity of Y'D 171693, 
fire was returnad "'!l'~h s;nall arms, artillery and 81mm mortl32' missions. 
7 WIA's were g~stain~d. 

At 05300 a:c YD -i68692 the Battalion received 15-20 rounds of 60mm 
morta:r fire from YD 1'55694, crunter 'mortar missions were fired, 20 
WIll I S were sustained by the Battalion. 

At 070aI Corrpany "K" elements checked the general a'L"ea of the 
contact of 020500H and found 21 NfA KIA's confirn:ed. The following 
equipment was cf1Ptured; 

2 RPG-2 Launchers 
4 AK-47 , s 
5 RPG-2 r-c1\.1,nd3 
1 Entrenching t.oo.i. 
Mll"c. 782 gear 

1 
2 
6 
1 

ChlCom Cal.30 Machine 
SIS Carbines 
ChiCom grenades 
NVAPaok 

kc 0815li CompqJ:Y 1:1" 5':"(;:ne:ts sighted 8 NV A at YD 169590, the 

Gun 

enemy/e-:e equipped ',r::.t1. h"lLn"_ ~fl il,nd fl~ jackets. The NV A were tal<en 
under fire "oy mortars ~::J.d g,rt: :1:; gry. 

At 1045H the ~ra:-"'o ')omm.1J.J 6rrmp chopped crCOlJ o~ the 1.-3 position. 
At 1030H a seeren cl ~·,.1C a"?ea of cont~t at III 169690 aisclosed 

the following; 
1 !-IVA KIA COJL:'i"Clll8r'i. 1 1l~-47 "'/lIlAg;:tZine 
3 ChiCom grenades 1 Gas mask 
A prisoner of Vtlr Was captured and fawArded to Regimen"::al 8-2. 
At 1145H Company "K" sighted aPproximately 15 Nfl A :iii YD 155700 

and engaged ",ith artillery "dth unlmown results. 
At 1705H CompMY "H" eJ.eJ!1ent s engBged ? NV A in the open a.t YD 

155700 with sman al."113 fire. The die of the e nem.v udt WM estim,.'lted 
as 20-30 person.!!el. j c:l~k cl the area disclosed the following; 

1) mrA TIA! fl Cor~f:;.l:':neG 4 AK-47s 
1 R?G- 2 La'..1ml:c 11 AK-41 m3gB.zines 

"00 ~ot'nds AK-47 aH:nndt.'on 
F r-i.e.rr1:~' (; a<mC'l.lt ies , . .,erA i loC' A and 4 IlIA's med evac. 

18 . a ~,~--------__ ~ 
E.-r.10f'"..L'0 \, ~) 
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----llt 1120H Conpany "L" sighted 8-10 NVA mewing east to west a.t YD 

']1697, the fN A were taken under, the NVA returned tire s:tnd mOlTed 
~ UltW#\1'd. Artillery missions were fired. Il sweep of the area disclosed 
nothing significant. 

At 2045H a. C0llJ>MY ''I'' LP spotted 6 persons l!()ving in a northeast 
direction at YD 174695, the LP engaged with small, art!IS, M··79's"lJld 
81mm mortars with unknown results. 

At 23300 a. Ccmpe.!\V "L" amrush captured 1 INA at YD 177693. The 
NV A was walking along a road when captured. 1 RPG-2 hunche r and 3 
ChiCom grenades were also captured. 

3 July $.:::.' At 08000 C~:.cnpany ilL" 8.t YD 192695 while se.<U'Ching area were 
taken u!"j~er fire by a scr-1ad sized enemy elettent with small arms and 
automatic ",e~ons fire 7 c.:l'tillery missions 1,,(JI:e called. C')ntaPt was 
broken 'J.c1& to eJlother o::.:>eration. 1 friendly HIA W"'l.S sustained. 

At O:noH COmpMY "M" reported that e. search of the ;:o]."ea of cont~t 
of 021705H disclosed 6 NVA KIA's and the following weapons And 
equipment; 

1 RPG-2 Launcher 1 RPG-2 round 
1 .AK-47 6 ChiC om grena.de s 
At 0925H Company "M" received 15-~ rounds (1f 60mm mortar fire 

from a azmiuth of 6000 nils ~.!ld a distAJPe of 200-300 neters, no 
oa.sualties were susta:in~c. 1. cCllnter mortar mission was fired with 
unknown results • 

.At mooR CompMY ':~\f el€)ment.s at YD 169696 found 1 Claymore type 
mine in a bunker. The [l1i.no wI'''·, turned into 8-2. 

At 1145fi Company "P elem:mts at YD 166694 discovered 18 hlnkers 
and the following equipment; 2Jd. ordnance; 

1 Gas mask ~ ChiCom grenl'ides 
250 12.7 cal. MG rrur.ds 150 ilK-47 rrunds 

1 11 P. rnim V t\t"iC1'.ls medic.,} gear 
1 .~;T. mine 
The bunkers Md Amm..lnition wae destroyed, the A.T. mine was 

turned into 8-2. 
At 163QH Comp<lJlY "I" foond and destroyed A bunker at YD 152692. 
At 1845H Compa1\v "L" 8:t YD 158703 discovered a DH-10 mine with 

a comtland detonated device. The mine WA.S found in a old destroyed 
pagoaa, the mine operp.ted on Fl. presffill'e rele~sQ system [lnd had a wire 
leading to a spider hole 45 t:reters away. As the mine appeared to be 
booby trapped it was destroyed in plnce. 

At 2115H a COllpPJlY "L" LP observed 8 WA moving tOwards their 
lines, the NVJ. divided into two groups. The IP engaged with small arms 
and grenades, the N{ 1! threw ChiOom grenades and withdrew. The area will 
be checked at first light. 
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.'~.~~lY dB,.-Tne area of the'C_IrJPar.y tiL" listening post cor.tiCt ~:as 
~r,e,::kr;d. vlith negative results • 

.At 0630H COlI9aIlY ''I" frund and destroyed ~ bunkers at YJ -:5f)695, 
C"(2 following gear was c eptured; 

3 Shovels 
2 Gas masks 
1 "~K-47 maga3ine 

2 Picktt 
3 Ibs of TNt' 

At 143CH Company nL" was chorped to ClPCON 3d Marines • 

. ~L~ll1.lli. llt oa::,o~ a eJ.ement of Company "K" ~companied by the 
B:J,tt'1.lion CemmaJ"iie:::o ffi<tde contact with a estimated platoon 01 NVJ\ a-:; 
Y'J 156706. The N'Tll iniUated contact with detonation of a command 
detonated mine. 60rum mo:-:-t-:,;t' and s;nall arm:') fire which resulted in 
Cas'J.a::':.i0S t(') thE: po:;o: S0'~2.d • .A AO was requested t1)' ... d mc:r.-tar p..!ld artillery 
nUSSi"'1'l':-i ;i~'~e :CITE';;!. ~h(,; ':ce :c'"rivf].l of the AO, fixE:J wlrog e,nd €,unships 
Comp l-lJ1Y !!IC" r;JN.2'lYO'~6~: -~c ",~~·~'('it "the contact qnd :::ec-::r;-e:c cl3.Sllalties. 
Movem8nc o;~'>3 :~im::te~t. '';-18 ll,i"\ u'lii: wP,S est5..mat(.><i to 1>" ,{cr:cozimateJy 
50-70 Pc]"?o.nnel in \orell dug in positions A.nd supported '~j' 6r)'illm morte.;rs. 
CasuR1~ies ,,'ere extracted under the cover of suppccting I'th and artillery, 
contact ~vas broken ~nd CO~Dny 11K" returned t~ its orgin.u position at 
14000. ~v!. casu~.lties were 15 NVli lITiI's Confirmed. Friendly casualties 
were 2 RTf) I S and ' WI .. ~ I S !!led ev[\C. 

llt 163CH the BattFtho_tl received 12 60mm rrnrtar rour:is, a counter 
mort[l)::' mission W'l.S £'~t':'3(l_ ,rUh l~~~~own reSI1_1+'s" 

llt 1740H Compan}' 'I~Jl ('-:JSC.·7UC: -: m'A in the open, the IN A was 
engagoi vi1t:r 8(3.11 8/:;J~ 'lr"> ~)d killed. 1!-lY!, lIT.A Co!'.firlIEd. 

At 2G1(J~ CCf:\Pan? ;.;~ ":'f;:;,,':'; 3:~ "10-15 r,J;)r.ls ci:" 60mtn nnrtnr fu.3 
from f:."l..:;::'nrJ:0r: (1'':' 5'~OC "l~.;:;o -I,~~:: rcunis tl'fActerl Wft~t C': thA 'Jt)r.Jp'1.nys 
positir:.~!~ no C?S'J.,,)-ci':'.:, \.:d:'C ':~ .• ;;·?r" a cO':.lLte.r mart@' mfS;';::'011 W'l.S :i;:;..ced. 

§...IE).D.§." ~t 19000: t(~E 3'JY;~·ion was Chl)})PLd to :jp;::::Ii:' j3 :·1qrines. in 
tho l':apolol)ry'S&,hm !,J, 

. .:tc::...-:j.l \Li.~. Tho B~~tal_:.r'-:l :r:'c'~I;-:;):2i to Oua Viet :md IL\:"GQ to Quang 
~l'i fo!' t:18 S .. ~T.Rc.E. ?_;~C§Lll, 

J.~_I~lL§.~e The BI'{-;':l:!.i')71 8 11-GI"lCk:!d and moved from Quang Tri to 
(;rtJ0'J J 0 J. C3;r:::'011 :J.~ld. at ';500 ~vas chOpped to oPCQll 3d Marines. 
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~;!ju::.v 6..§.. At 0900H the Battalion departed C amp Carroll in ~co..:'dame 
with 3d Marines Frag Order 16-68. Company "M" Was chopped to OPCON 
3d En, 4th J.1arines • 

.At 12000 the 1st Platoon, Company "L" chopped to OPcon Task Pm-as 
!I :JteJ .• 

.bt 1225H at YD 074576, Company "I" received 30 rounds :.0:7 60mm 
:;.0~/ ':j(O,;':' fire from YD 062592, a. artillery mission was fired, 4 1·fI.A' s we:r.e 
S",·l G ~ aine d. 

At 180CiI Company "I" 
1 LAllY 

discovered the following equipment at YD 072593; 
i 4r;Cal pistol 

1 M-16 
1 OS grenade 
25 ChiCom grenuG.es 
1 DH-10 mine 
1 ,Al'y/PltC-25 radio 

11 M-26 grenades 
1 82mm Mortar w/bipod &'1d base 

plate 
1 AN/PRC 93 radio 

15 llK-~7 magazines 

13 July 68. At 1230H Coupany "I" 
items Of 782 gear and ordname in 

a.t YD 065594 discOI7ered. tile following 
a bunker oorrplex; 

13 ChiCom grenades 
300 AK..41 rounds 

2 RPG-2 rounds 
}oliso. 782 gear 

.A-~ 1330H Coupany "I" found the re'maifts 
boady was med evac ed • 

92 82mm mortar rm.nds' 
20 Cans, increr' '·.lts, 82mm Mcrta1: 
~'4 Oarts, incre; .. ntSt 60mm Mortar 

of a lfIarine at YD 067593. the 

.14 July 68. At 07Q)H Ccmp8JJy "1" found the remains of a }!arine in the 
'T:i.cinity of YD 067591, the bod,Y was med evaced • 

.ti"t 0700H Company "I" e~emE'nts frund the following equipmmt a.L 
Yl.. 067595; 

~ H-16 Rifle ~(,a:nag3d) 
Knife \ K.·bar) 

c ':!-16 JIPga.70i!1es 
.A:..l '18 8,)0!lS W~Y' e f o:L1""s::r.1O d t ') S~~J. 

3 Canteens 
Co,upass (da:-1aged) 
'K-26 gren~d';;::l 

At 0915H Corrpa,y IT'; ;:,cce:lver',?, rOl~nrl.q or 82mm 1IX)::."ta::- f::re fr::>l!l the 
vicinity of 06SS"~1f CJ.1ilt~ __ ' ';'~~C~Hl' l.llsi;lions were fire,l wi~h l'nkaowr: 
rAstL'.ts, 

.At 1105H COrr;:;MY 1':':', :.':;':",~3d 2 rourlds at' 60t:"11 nc..,:ta:~ a1(~ () ra..tnd/i 
O~~ 60mm m(j..:-ta~ l:'..::-'2 f.:n ':c", ·;j . ..!inity of YD 0696G5~ c:t,t::'i.:.e'~y and 
~":'.:x:ed wing missions were called with unknmm resultso 

At 1615H Company "HI! returned to o.rcON of the Battalion. 
.At 1645H Company "K'I reported finding the follOWing equipm:lnt ani 

grdnance in a bunker c o~lex at YD 057588; 
100 82m M:1rtar rounds 35 . .A.p. rifle grenades 
50 Fuses fer 60ca morirx 18 Cans imrements for 82mm Mortar 
12 RPG-2 chargqs 8 ShO'Tela 

1 Pick 500 Rounds, 300 al linked 
5,000 SrnaJ.l c;rm::; r ';'Llnd.8 10 RPG-2 rc,wcl s 

, ., 

21 Ene losure (1) 
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• -1._3 r -- ---.. -.. ----
I ;':"" ' '. 1;' , ~--,. 
1 '...J .. ~ \- " , 

L ____ . __ . . :'_J 
1JO 7~62 ~c~nds 
500 lbs af rice 

2 Gas masks (NVA) 
Approximately 75 bunkers were 

(;L .:_~:a.'1Ce was de stroyed. 

100 
3 
1 

found, 

• 
ChiCom gxenades 
Water &a,ns (NVil) 
60mm mart~ tube 
many with false 30tt oms, All 

AI;; 1730H Company Ill" at YD 068594 received 8 rounds of W!llm :Ladar' 
f:-',· .• C01!'t"cer L:ortar ml3"~:mS V'c::'e fired, no casualties "'91'S 8L1s'l,eJz!ed< 

!l':~ 2,?,Ff Company 1'1·" elor-.Bl'!t s sifhted 3 NVll ~hrough the use of a 
f::ca'li€ht scope J a a;< . .'tiT'.ery mission was fireri.. The area , ... ill b2 C:leoked 
~:c first Jight. 

J5. J ulL._6_~o 
L~; 12COTI 

At 1000E Corpany "I" returned to Camp Carroll. 
~~-e .,.,~;.') 'or ;cj,33r'r:~d responsibility for Sparrow HaVlk and 

Bald ep~~ch 
.A~ 222"'H a }'!"a:t:'~~~. ':.:C'Tl E8:S Company lIas injlli''ld '0y 5'-.a'a,nel "men 

a 155rnm round. lJ"'..4I'qt over tl:c Battalion position • 

.1.5.1-"~;.,j,_.fI.':, B.3t-vlGen -cli 9 h y..:..r 'J of 0630H and 09001-: 00rrVlry Ii K" discO'lered 
2 -~:.tn!:ers a:c -:.~) 0575'18, ea:::h'iUr..lmr vas largt., enct..j>.l .~ll? ~ people. 
The 1,.)unkers ,{81'e c_f's·cro,(ed. 

l'LJul:L.,l?§". 1,t 1945:£ COlllP81lY "Mil returned to Camp Carroll • 

.1U1.!;Y~E,~.!'. At 130d-~ Company 1Il(1' and the Bravo Command grou;') were 
OroON to the 3d Marines. 

19_:!:.~...JY" _~~. lit 08C:1 tl:!G B"ttalion CI_epi3.!"ted in aocardar.ce w~.th 3d 
K~ri.c.~, \'pe!.'at::_o.:: (.':.'r'i" :"-.':j,::, 

1~":· _\'~.:'~~:--~~ .. -~_~ ..... ) ·,.f . ~~ ,~:-:,.')rJ.;~~l( 

fi-:; uSOOFt tilQ -; s·t -"'ilVt-' ~'''::''''8G. in L'3 Buzz:i.~tl, nfj rcppc.si·;;ion ·was 

fl-;, 0<; t::l:.: 1:6 Buz~;J);· 1 as '39'- ·ued • 
. "i; ':d3J£-~ "S"1<=!r.tc; :rl 'j')~_p.'l, .. l:;- "m a:~ }'11 ,)28590 "fry),}::' 6 b1.l~1lrerr, 

1 ·('ll:.i':~ "'3 .. 8 ;'-,:,1" :''' r,De c "'v:"SE) -O()t~lrr. '.it:d.,C'.h ('·C'nCyt'LE1 -t"le follat'ing 
Pr'C'Gs 

1 

~ 8 L:. '"", ~~:'': ))2C k j'~C",;-~_ ~.; ··~l·:r; 

: 1 :I~" 3,(; ~L C: 

heuls 
l)1't,sp' 

~J.eva.ting r~G'r'a~.:;'Cl~ 

,/~,~;te.:::'~.:.3 Pair f::'e.1/, ,g,'-1:;:'5 
,.~. . J 1 't 
' .. Cftt"c..r.e: GP[;i:.' Ly' ',.' ;.11 ;= <;; ,·10Wl zer 

lL..lu!",:Lf~. jl~; 0920:'1 E~.2mJP-':3 c£ Company "I" ~t YO 027E02 frond 17 
~'mkers 211d the f,,] lc\d1€' JtcL19.n~c a."a oquipmriGj 

1 ::u.b 8.Sj:j0~~):' ~r .:. ~ r-!5i.llr~" p,r-.O-'L; hO~ .. -it!3er 
.; 75rr. n p;l.C~( L01.,it"?,,:,~ cre[le::; 
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~ 
I~ 1 ElEllfating mechanism 2 wooden spoked meels 
I <, I 2 Bre~h assemblies for 75mm pack howitzer 
I ~~=-~ ; 2 Sight assemblies 

I 
,'; ~ 2 Sc:t'ewdrlverEl 4 'use wrenches 
S'0:\ I 2 10"X1" staal pins 2 &ell extr~tars 

. G. ': 1 On gTease,.gun 1 Landyard 
1 75mm Peck .iiowitzer barrel 4 Spools of wire 
26 rounds,75mm ilmunmition 
The b'.mkers were destroyed and. all equiptmnt turmd into S"2. 

l~t 163cH Company "In foond a. seeond barrel for a 75mm pack howitzer 
in a bunker in the vicinity of YD 027598, the bunker had a fire post 
Ot'iented in the direction of Camp Carroll. 

At 2:>3OH C0tlJlany "III e1em~mts observed a person moving approximately 
50 ueters in fron tof theiT lines and engaged with small arms anc. M-79 's. 
'fhe al'e3. ,-rill be checked at first light • 

. ?.l ~].J~. At ;czoH COlll'any ''Itt diseavered 13 living runkers 9nd 1 
a;!·.Ll.~~ cr:- bunker for a 7r;mm pACk howitzer at YD 026598, n additional 
~J:> ~ , r":'e found lA~ter in t'le 88J!le vicinity. Al1 bunkers were destroyed. 

£l,j uly 69. No signific ant event s. 

14-~:l!ly 68a lit 11000 elements of Company "L" discovered aJlproximitely 
75 bunkers and fighting holes in the vicinity of YD 023614, the bunkers 
l-mre checked for fa.lse bottoms and destro'yCl'~. 

l~t 1725H 2 platoons of Comppny 11 wi':;h att~hme.nts were chopped to 
OPCON of tho Bravo Com~d (STouP. . 

21) JulY 68. l.t 1400R CODpN1Y IiL" eleroonts found 8, utility cover at 
Y.f; 00.596, the CO-vel' "'A.S caooflaged and looked to be old. 

26 J1!..l~CJ;"§. .lit 0855 COmp8nios "L", and "I" and the lilpha Co:nrnc_~1d. group 
cO!'lmenccd e heli-lift to C,3J11p Carroll, the Lift was completo1 at 10iOH~ 
1 platoon and a 81mm mortar section were left on position. 

lit 23400 eleme!'!t s of COUP)allY "Mit on Dong Ha oountain reported 
s'lspec,ted enel!lY movement in the vicinity of YD 020594 and YD 065593, 
L 10070 alert was ordered and artillery missions were fired e.t pOssible 
G.l'my assembly aroa and avenues of apprOach. 

~'· .... '.l1y 68. ilt 1400H Comp,<'Jlies tIL" and "I", with the 1.1pha CCID'Il:':Jld 

:<- -'Ju:g commenced a heli-lift to LZ Margo, the lift was completed a.t 
15jOti without incident And the LZ was consolidat ed. 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

Company "M" (-) and Company "K" a.nd the Bravo Command g;roup o<:.n'c:n'.:;.,_ 
t.he msSion of defending Fire Support Base Joan. 

iot 17o;::n Company "I" elet;1ents found a path le~ding to the river in 
'J-)! ,icinity of XD 906611, 30 feet of the path had steps and bamboo hani 
:' alls, th c path appeBl'cd to be well used. 

28 July 68. Lt 12;~:O COTIT1any "I" found 1 fighting halos in tYie vicinity 
of XD 897615 running P?xallel and approximately 100 meters from the 
river, t>:c holos '.vero Hell CI'r.Joflaged and WaS a good ambush position. 

l.t 1415H COtn:onny "L" reported 3 \'lIjl'S from a u.s. type li.P. mino 
at XD 900615, a med (!I!~ WA.S called nnd completed at 1541)H. 

llt 1445li the pl"ltoon of Company 1111" on Dong Ha. rnountRin 1>Ja8 relieved 
by a unit froni)Ooq>,1.11Y I'H", 2nd Bn, 3d Marinos and was ~lited to Fire 
Suppo::-t Base J oano 

F~ 153dI Lt. Col. ir. H. BLTES relieved Lt. Col. J. vi. MJ'JiSH as 
Comm.';:.(1- ing Qfficer~ 3d Battalion, 3d Narines. 

1.~ 1845H 1.Z KI11~gO "'M completed and operational as a Fire Support 

:~. -.., I"; ')3CC':;I OOI1D?J1Y "TJ" re'Oarted !!lOVernent fOp"oximately 15 
";,; ~'p~:- ',: i" ::;T.'r.~ c: t'1r:::~' ~_5_Y'.0S at YJ)~ 900600, M-79 IS \-rere fired at 

l,~ U/30.i after a ::':'8con by fire, the area of suspected tlOII'8trEnt in 
fro:ot of Oompeny "I,ll ";-1",,8 8onr'clled and blood trai.ls were found. 

lIt 0900H C')l!lpany lip fUllnd 3 gTass lee.n-to t~ .... pe shelters terraced 
with rock tops at Ja) 905900, the site hai not been used recently. 

It 0900H L Narine froE1 Cor.-Pl'.ny ilL" stepped On a US type mine 
at XD 902610 TGsulting in 1 T'H. 1, med fN(£J was oalled ~d comlleted 
at 1OiSh. 

LT. 1205H COr:lpa:IJY :'1" observed 1 individual sitting in -the Open 
at ~:.n 896609, A 81m!'~" mortar cission was fired with good. target coverage 
with unknown results. 

lQJulv 6~. At 0830H CompsnY' liP' eleMents dlqcO'lered a trail ju,.,tion 
at XD 897624, Lm trr>.i1 was followed_ the trail re)l through ooordniatea 
XD 893622. XD 8936'i9, XJtl94617"and XI) 897611 .. The trail was made 
with reinforced steps with a handrail, at the end of the trail there 
worre a series of fighting holes. The position hll.d not been used far 
several months. 

At 213CH Co!!!>an:r "I" elerents observed tho rnovomentof 2-3 persons 
in the vicinity of YD 102622. Artillery artd 81mm mortat" r.:issions were 
fi::-cd with good tArget cINer"ge. The ~e~ will be checked at first 
l:i.~-:t • 

At 2213H Con;>any "L" reported 2 exp16sions believed to be frag 
grent=tgcs p.Jlproximately 7) t1etors in front of' the lines. 1\pproximately 
5 minutes la.ter, lights \;73re rGported ooviM' a.way from the lima in 
a. south\o1est direction 2~Jproxil!l'1.tely 125 meters from their position, 
the lines were a1erterlo 
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,~~'I_';-Y-LLq}e M)915H 11 ~oIl'!Par,"y T'1" Patrol ooecked the a .... :(;<1 whore 

:, '~r~n-i; was observed the night before, a trail T:l.nr:ing 1)c':..-cheast was 
.:. 'rhe h·n.il ha,c. s:.;ens Md handrails. Footprints were found B.t XD 

i '/'9" At XD 9()t.62') A. c:'JIJpfire and huts were found, the ca.I'1l:lfire 'lIas 
> " ~ ~1Jurs cId" Th~ In-~ <: k:,rl been used the night before 1 aJ,',- r..-~,ts vmre 
clGs~I'oyGd. 

lit 18()O£ C(.omp8:;~· "}:,: i~.Tot a 31mm m1r'~ar mission in t~.·)G vi:::d'l::t:,· 
of TIl 914596, a f'0,:;r)'O.d'1-::'Y oXJllosion was obsorved. 

l~t 200('H (!OllPaJJ~'- IIj'J!! 0bsJI"led 4 NVJ, in the vicinity ~).f ZD 898608!l 
mov'ing t"'';,C",;r'r1 fr::"en~l'; po,,-i'i:;i.c:n~1. 1 NlA was c~rying ~ rifle .. Movernnt 
c.cntil'l'1ed. unt::..l 21'f)i .. ,~'13~1 a 6Cl.nl'J. · .. lor~1'lr o.ission Was firM and a frag 
g-':'9~ad·' th}~ Ol,rn~ l~'::.-c;~ ~nt cease:'!.. 

;~. .:};~:r (.(;.1,":'0..:' .... ; in ';;'.'! \' icinity of XI> 992621 hi')<;.!'d 'r1overnom 
t c';~,~, :-i(~' ;i,,- ~,~ ';! ,', .':;- C 2.11 e:L-Y [,ission W8.$ fire r1 witb unk:10'tTYl re suIt s. 

25 
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HEADQU'ARTERS 
3d Battalion, 3d MarifflS 

3d Ma;!:'ire Division (Rein) FMF 
FPO San Fral'Pisc 0, California 96602 

I 

~ 

}:l.f·''::.~.ion hag Order 12-68 

Copy_of _Ccp=_es 
C arq;> Carroll, RVN 
12 July, 68 

Hei:Jrences: (a) 3d Marines Frag Order 16-68. 
(b) Map 1: 50,000 AUS Sheet 6342 I 

Task Organizat ion. 

3d Batt alion, 3d Marines 

fS'.l2 any "Itt Rein" 
li:;:t. Btry "Gil f 1 12 Ct"o Team) 
l)s~. 81mm Morta;.. ~Jt. (FO Team) 
I'e' ~d Eng En. 
LE·~. " '") Co. 3d = .~-~ (Sniper s) 
Fli:/i'j{"P Teak 

Q 2~:]J §8.v "K" (Re 2.nl. 
Do -'J't1'" flC" 1/1" - v" _ ... ~~ ~ L 

D3-i;. t3 ~ ;ll~,l }jl):" t :1'. :':;, ~ , 

De-t:, e ~~c. t~~j~ 1:~~. ~ 
De't< FQ,. I:: 0, 3d .i'L,;r. 
F AG?/' _'CP Team 

C ')!'_L~-lI~:I}, (Re~!1Jo 
D.3i., BL"v riC" 1/1? 
D\:!i:. 811lli 1 Mort",!, I-lt. 
Det. 3d Eng B'l. 
Det HQ .• Co. 3d Far. 
TACP Team. 

Company "M" (Rein). 
:Det. Btry "C", 1/12 
Det. 81mm Mortar Plt. 
Det. 3d Eng Bn 
Det. HQ Co. 3d Mar. 
T ~p Team 

Lt. Col. J. ~.,. MARSH 

1st Lt. IVERSON 

1st Lt. LOGAN 

26 
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.:. Situation. 
a. Enemy Farces. 

e 1) Ourrent intelligen:::e identifies the 64th Regt. !rIA 
L'perating in the area bounded by the NE car-ner of the 3d Merines 
AO and the western side of the 9th Marine AO. Opera.ting ea.st of 
the 3d Marine AO is the 27th Ind. Bn. Around the area of Cam La, 
operates the Cam 10 VC Company. 

(2) Ireidents of the lal3t few days h!'{Ve increased along 
Route #9, indicating small grrups of enemy in close proximity to 
Ca~ Carroll. These incidents have imluded interdiction of Roo.te 
7'1:9 convoYI:1 by small arms fire and indirect fire weapons. 

b. Friendly F~. 
( 1) 2/3 establishes a COB at Than San Lam, provides security 

of Route #9 in 3d f1arines AO, Camp Cerroll and Khe Ghia, provides 
Bald Eagle and Sparrow Ha,{k at Canp Carroll. Provides security 
for l'Oad sweeps and convoy security. Be prepared to assist 3/3 
C" order. 

( 2) Artillery. 
(a) 3/12 in direct FnPPort ot ~d ~ines. 
(b) Btry "B", 1/12 in direct support of 3l~. 
(0) Btry "A", 1/40 USA refarcing fires to 3/12. 

c. Attachments and Detachments. 
( 1) Effective 1209000 Co~any "M" chops to Task Force 

Hotel. 

2. Mission. Conduct ambush/anti-infiltration operations in 
assigned. AO ( See Operations Overlay). Be prepared to conduct 
o';h gr ope rat ions e,s dirc.-'Ct ed. 

), _~cocution. 
-~- -_._-

'. u) Concept o~~?-i!ons. One Company moves through 
ebjecti- Y 8 .\, sEcures high gTound in a.r~a of Objective B to 
provide base of firo for support of the other two compp..oies 
r.rossing Cam 10 river to Objectives C and D. other two com")?.nies, 
On Ol'r<Qr, pass through Objective A, effect river crossing in 
vicinity of YD 080588 and move to assigned objectives and conduct 
pa.trols and ambushes in AO as assigned. 

(b) C01l!lMV "I". On order move by truck to assembly a,Tea in 
',,'icinity of Objective A. On order effect river crossing in vicinity 
~f YD 080588, secure Objective D and be prepared to conduct further 
patrol and ambui3P activities as ordered. Be prepared to support 
movement of Corrpany "K" to Objective C. 

(c) ~qg.L~". On order mOVe by truck to assembly a:rca 
in vicinity of Objective A. On order effect river crossing in 
vicinity of YD 080588, secure Objective C and be prepared to 
conduct further patrol and ambush activities e.s ordered. Be 

27 
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~~'cp8rea to support mCN"emcnt of Co~any "I" to Objective D. 
;~ c) Q£~2.~y. ~~~ .~t approximately 083CH mOVE by truck to 

-'~cinity OI' Ob~ective A~ Secure Objective A and B and be ::'n position C) 9rotect river cross ing at YD 080588. Be prepared to condr .. ct 
l-"":~rol and amlmsh. f'.0tiyi-ties south of Cam Lo river as dircc"0cd. 

(c;) Q~!"P~lC~~. At 0900H move by helicq,ter to L~ Shep?2Xd. O"~ (~~}l~::.'ture Canp Carroll c~op to WCON Task Force Hotel. 
(e) 111~ MCFtat:..!'..l.<J!9Q!!. Be prepared to suppo!'ii moverront of 

J~.t-:: !l.~.io::; with::n [.rE:RS bou.aded by maxinum effective ra..'1g0 f1:'Cm 
:pz'c.:lenc positic,;} at GalJ!) Cs;rroll .. 

(f) 106m'll R':'CO{:8"'J:o :s.ifle Platoon. Relllain in present position at CaII!? C-~~;;2.]. -~~;"~:'~-8':;-\-cJ C;;;;wd-gT'rup. 
(g) CoC'r(~Lc~·C" .. 1"': To;:/T'J.0tio!1s "'\¥-~,'--"---"--.""- - .,I,~ _~ - __ , ~ -:--~_ • . _____ .. _ 

> '1 ) D J)s;y - ~~! .],~.ty 
\ 2) H hcUt' ~ X):": 
(3) Tnrust po:':~a .. 31 Harine thrust poin"';;s effective -1,"-IJC{H Jul? 68. 
(4) P..dority cf 8rtillory firns will be with moving 

""':~01lent except \ .... he.'1 ~;.'1 C'mt2,;;t. On contact, priority of f:ires 
~hi~ts to most :WEflLy er:gC',god unit as determined by 8-3. 

No Change. 

5. C O~!lc;. q.£·U L.£t:!'2J~o ra) Command group "ill 1~CX2 initially 1-/ith COIltlI'UlY "L". On 
order Commrt-ld groo:p will JOLl and move with Company "I". 

1.1\'N;Z:Y J,_~, Operatior.2.1 Ov-nrJ~.J. 

Cor::-:! 

28 

J. ,". l-1ARST{ 
Licutem,n ent Colonel U .S.M.O. 
C ouli'!'3.0cUng 
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J. W. MARSH 
Lieutenant Colom 1, U.S. Marine Cat'ps 
C 0!llT!la1'ld i ng 
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HEADqU ,ARTP7t3" 
3d Battalion, 3d Marines 

3d Marire Division (Rein) FW 
FPO San Fraooisco, Cali.tornie. 96602 

BATTALION OPERATI0N ORDER 13-66 

'I iue ZOM H 

Refereroe~ 

Oopy_of Copies 
Camp C~oll, RVN 
16 July, 68 

(a.) 3d Marines Operation Order 3-68 
(b) Map 1:50,000.Am sheets 6242 I, 6242 II 

1. Situation. 
a. EmIIW; Forces. 

(1) Current intelligence information lists an unidentified 
NT A Regiment ( be liev ed to be the 2nd Regt. ~39th D iv.) operating 
in the vicinity of Objective #13. 

(2) Eneny incident experiewes of the past few weeks shows 
60mm and 82mm mortar capabilities and small grOlpS of enemy interdictcry 
mission of Rrute #9. 

(3) The enemy can fight a delaying action and attell!lt to 
escl:1Pe through establis..i1ed infiltration routes in the area, probably 
withdrawing to\orards the nClf'th e..nd northwest while being covered by 
supporting weapons to include r>rtillery and rear guard/ambush action. 

b. Friendly Forces. 
( 1) 2/3 cond~ots se2rch and clear ~erations between futters 

Ridge and the DMZ from east to west. 
(2) 1/3 conducts sea::-ch and clear operations along M.J.tters 

Ridge and Helicopter valley from east to west. 
(3) 2nd ARVN Regiment conducts search and cle~ ~erations 

west of 3d Marine A o. 
(4) 9th Marines conducts search am clear operations east 

of the 3d M!1!'ines AO. 
( 5) Art i 11 e" ..Y • 

(a) 3/12 in direct SUPPClf't of 3d Marines. 
(b) 4/12 pro-"ides reinforcing f:ires to 3/12. 

c. .Attachment s <>,fa Detachment s. 
1 Det. Com;;1t, 3d Narines. 
2 Det. Scoot/Sniper PIt, 3d Marires. 
3) HS1' Tea.m, 3d Shore Pa.t'ty Battalion. 

(4) Effective upon cn:der, Bravo Commarrl group with Company 
UK': chc.,:>s ·~o 3d Marines. ( nnticipated 070OH, 18 JUly 1968). 
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Mission. 
la) Initially Regilliental Reserve. Be prepa't"ed to reinfat'ce at' 

,'l.:~SllJ:a mission of either 1/3 or 2/~. 
(t:) On D+1 or Dr2 be prepared to conduct helibcrne assault to 

secure LZ BUZZARD (1D 032604 ) and seize Objective #11. 
(c) Be prepared to oontime the attack and seize Objective #13 

on crder. 
(d) Be prepared to furnish one (1) rifle conpan,y (rein) with 

Bravo CoIllIllalrl STooP to execute helibarne assault to seize L2: CARDINAL 
(XD 9461) and establish patrol base in the vicinity or Hill #461. 

3. Execution. 
a. Come t er at ions. 

1) of mareuver, See Operations Overla,ye 
(2) On]) DaY and D+1 the Battalion will be the 3d Marines 

Reserve. As such, the Battalion will be prepared to reinforce at' 

asSUIOO the missions o:~ the 1st (][' 2nd Battalions. 
(3) The Batt?Eon will conduct a. helibcrne assault la.nling 

in LZ CARDIN.A!, (xo S'/~6i~24) v5.th one (1) rifle canpan,y (rein, and 
a sma::.l com::nan:i grou'p 0.:1 D+1. This company will sev"Ure 17: CARDINAL, 
es·ci'.blish a r;0J!?any p.q,trol base am conduct patrols Alld establish 
observation ?O~S in ':;IW im':1ediate vicinity. 

(4) 8~ :;;+2 7~!G Bat~~ ..,Jion will conduct a heli'!lcxne assault 
la'1di!l.g' in LZ :DLiZZA2:'j (YJ C~~'6V) Kich tr~ee (3) rir.8 cc.mpanies. 
The assault co~a.ny "'i~ 1 ;',oC·. ::"3 the I.~~. The secane. c:JllIpaIJy to lAm 
Hill move eagtwl3.!'d f~~m the HI, A)ld E'earoh and clel\1' ihe eastern 
portion of tl1e Donr,- I·>: 'Ilount d.'1 cotlJllex. The third cOIIJ>g,ny to lp..M 
wil:'" merle wes~ward :"1.)'11 the;:Z to search cut approe~hes to 
negillEntal ObjGc~i".l '!·1~. lJr> "0+2 the Battalion will seize 
:negim9nta~ O·ojsdive ·}~1 l'Jl"i ;'''J prepared to seize and rec'1lpy 
Regimental Objective #-;3 .. 

b. Compgl1y:...."P. ;~+; ~···hry;:.!:' on D+2 laild in LZ BuzZE':re.& Secure 
LZ BUZ";ARD. -:Be :::n:'e:;>8.I'Gd ~o S'.lP]ort, reinforce or aSSUL'e the 
missions of CCllY11MY II~II anc./O!: Ccmpan~T ";'1". 

c. Q£~..I)l:"'.:!~~. On order on D+1 :.8.llC .... with the B:la\"o CI)IIJIland 
group in l,Z Ci::~:~c1.:'.~1.'"J.~. ~ecl.:re LZ Cardinal "\lld after consolidation 
of LZ move to :rEI f.'A61 (xn 946624). EstR,blish a COJl4)al1Y p?trol 
base on Hill #461 and CC:lQuct patrols 8.nd establish observation 
posts in the immediate vicLlj.ty of Hill #461. 

d. Q.2.!PP_!b~:r_~'L", (\n 1'+2 CO!'1gellY "L" will follow CO!!!p~"lY ''I'' 
into LZ BllZZel'l. T]PC1 u,%~b:: y 2nd consolid'ltion of the cOq:>any 
in the LZ~ :}orltlrJ.Y ;·C' , .• 1::1 i::'C-r6 east of tz Buzzard and establiS:~ 
a compn.ny pn.J.;>.'cl h·l,i:;8 in 1~'3 'iir;jr,ity cf c.::ardinatea n 036605. 
From t~le ::'JCtGJ:c.ll)C:~6 :'CE.1A.~"J ~'~.,,: ~7i~1 conchct search e . ..'ld destroy 
Opgr["~;-ons ai.' the p c·~··~ ~.Q .. l V": :G,j;'5 ~a mountain from LZ :&.l~zard to 
th9 €:J.zt. 
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e. Q')!!peAY ''M''. On D+2, C01ll>a.n.v JIM" will follow Coq,llllY "L" into LZ Buzzard. Upon l".ssembly and consolidat ion of Oonpany "11" in the 12, C omp any "M" wi II on order, move toward Regiment a1 Objective #11 reconnitering approach. to the Objective. In the absen::e of determined enemy reSista.r.v:e on Regimental Objective #11, COllJlatlY IfMtI will occupy Regimental Objeotlve #11. 
f. 81mm Mortar Platoon. At 17160<B JUly 68, attach am (1) section of 81 IS to Company "K" for euployment in LZ Cardinal 
8.Il.C' hill #461. On D+2, move remaining two (2) sections and Fro to LZ Buzzard to support operations on the D~ Ha Hountl'lin oouplex. g. 106 RR Plat oon. Effect iva at 07000 on D+1, one (1) sect ion will be on a 30 minute 'J,lert to be heli-lifted to LZ Cardinal/Hill #461. On D+2 the alert will be exp~ed to two (2) sections, the second section to be lifted to Lz fuzzard if required. 
h. Epgineers. Engineer Platoon will be attached to Company "l{1' and c~ry rut assigned missions in LZ Ogdinal I\S prescribed by Co, Bravo CommaM group_ 
i. Coat"dinati Instructions. 

1 Supporting arms will be used to the lIlaxilB1J1l extent possible. (2 Priority at fires will be with ml!UWUVer cOlparw. If in oontsot. priority of fires will be with unit most heavily eng~.ged 
as directed by the Battalion CoIlllllallier. 

(3) Thrust points 9.Xe as published by 3d Mer ines effective 
15180aI July 68. (4j D-Day is 17 July 

(5 L..Hour for COIIJ>an.v "K" is 181000 July 68. 
(6 L..HOIlr for 3d Battalion (-) is 1907O<R July 68. 
(7) Hand held riot control pgents ~e authori?J9d. Bulk disi.:ribution/desemination of CS n;.lst be approved by 3d Marines. 

air .. 

~3 I }'c.".,tion reports w::ll be submitted each hwr to Battalion. (1) Spd- :.-:'cport-s will 1hl l:'lUomitted as they occur. 
'>IC) Air panels and smoke will be utilized to mark lines far 

4. }~2:'~:~~!:'ai;ion and_~istics. 
a. fu)ply. 

1 The scurce of supply is the Battalion S-4 representive. 

1
2l All resupply will be effected from LZ stud. 3 Batt:'l.lion unit distribution will be in effect. 4 Pre~ribed loads cl"'l'ried w:.11 be in 8lcardance with established Battalion ':' .. I? to include 3 MJI's and a. minilIUm of 

three (3) canteens of WA-tar upon de~prture from CA.lIP Carroll. (5) Resupply will be ~ccUT)lished by helicoptel' from ISU, LZ stud to the designated LZ's in t::le field. 
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(6) 'l.equest far: resupply will be submitted to Battalion S-4 
~: e~rE: ~ nt ive, LZ Stud, by 1100H daily. 
('7 ) An emergency package of Class I, Class V and water far om (1) 
r.!fle c0tIpany will be staged at LZ Stud. In the event that this 
:rz.~kage is used, re00nstitute immediately. 
\.8) Errergency resupply requests will be submitted directly to the 
Battalion Commander, with justifications. 
(9) Emergemy mdical supplies for 20 oasualties will be staged 
·D~/ the Battalion Surgaon for on call delivery to area. of Operations. 
b. C~rured Materia~. 

(" Pa;t'ticulal: attention will be devoted to Hasion with the 
Battalion S-2 representi',e far ev~uation or captured materia.ls. 

(2) Prisoners will je evacuated to a Battalion collection 
point, to be designated ;,y S-2 representive upon arrival at LZ 
fuzzard as rapidly as possible. Additional collection points will 
be announced as available. 
c. Evruation and Hospit,albationt 

( 1 An up to nate med (NSf! roster will be. prepared by 5-1. 
Co~any "KIf subr.lit roster to S-1 prior to 06000 on D+1. The 
remainder of the Battalion submit roster to S-1 prior to Q50rn On 
D+2. Deletions as a retru.lt of rotation, .a&R and caalalties will 
be reported as soon as possible aft er individual leaves the field. 
The 8-1 will provide t~'.e 8-3 \I:itt effective field st:.~ength at O7OCH 
G.Ei:;.:-r". Companies submit strength report to S-1 by' O~3ffi tlally.: 

". ,2" C'asualty-re:pc,-ctswiU ~ provided to 5-1 not later than! 
hO-lr afte::-:- the ~d 2',[ dJ-J is cOTIIlleted. 

(3) ~-n.der normc.l ch'cumsta'~::eo, casualty eva<;·uations will not 
be F,tt e~t;ed "t;ntil the e~1(.rn.v fo·~~e at the point of contact has 
'~2". l).~ •• t:r a15,~e;I,o 

::{l "~.: 0a~N.a',tbf. :'f.~r'.:J: :.13 EV3Cua-!;;'on will be transported 
-::0 ~'orrr;,:o .. lJIT)rl/~:~ M9::~C'1J:3t't'·;i'I.-~:'on at DC!lg He. except Rev~e head. 
W0Jl,GS v;[Lch rS·J.:l15.:...'€ ..l<":.:~'r:!.;'[.;,J".l e.ttent~,O!1. I11 the~ 0ase;; the 
Pf-':;1.e;lts 1.o[ill bH ~al:e:1 d:i=ec"vlv to the f:.G2-p::.ta.l S:1:;:P. 
d., }:;:isca~.laneCl1'.f;;. 

~1I--Qpa':;- ,c~i:a:~ts vill '1e sub;nitted as per occasion. Submit 
ini"i'ia~. T"Po:.'t \.,:i.t·~l b':!:11~ ie:fo:.:-ma:i;ion as soon as pOssible, fClQward 
cOI!lJlete il'>.furmation ·bj" f0Ecw on report. 

(2) Consta,;.lt :pol:i.ce of LZ's will be emphasized. LZ's will be 
k3pt c :Iear of b'C8'1 ~ ,I.nose equipment end any matter that can be 
:=o'.\"(!pt ~J0f) hG].5.r·:19'~Gr rotors. 

(3~ :r.:Jch u.r~it ",j'l ensure t~.3.+' -'~he appropriate rro,n:ber of air 
panets wi:::'l oe c8r:~j,~· '. to maJ?!<" 1':" :::. 

4' .] 1 .. ,....," ,,, b .,,:; 1"", •. ~ ..- ..... ,. d . -11 b I .i. wavet' "<'._-"1 .e .... " _u~ _'-' .. ,::o •• Ulgs an ca~go r£:;s ~"l. e 
returnee: as expechi.ctlc,2.y as )·~ .. ·:'.'.Jleo 
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'j) Ensure that the maximum amount of a casualty's 1B2 ge~ be 
:/aOUated with the individual to Dong Ra. All equipuent that can 
not be evacuated with the Casualty will be cached end returned to 
LZ Stud sxpeditiously as possible far reinsertion into the supply 
sj'stem. 

5 • a Otnma,nd ani C omnnnic &t ions. 
a. C O!Imand. 

( 1) Command Group AU'HA will consist at; 
CO. wi radio operator CoxpSIl!all 
S-3 w/radio operator 8-1 representive 
24 wi radio operat<r S-2 Chief 
14 wI radio operator 5-4 representive 
81mm Plt Cnm. wI radio operatcr. HfJr team (3) 
Sergeant Maj or Wire team ( 2) 
COlllmlnications Tech. JOJrnal olerk 
Interp et e:r: Radio ope rat ora (3) 
Chaplin ( Admin, Bn,Regt,Tac.) 

(2) Command Group BRAVO will oonsist <t'; 
Executive Officer wI rtPio operator. 
14A wi r adio OP0j~at CIt' • 

24A wi radio q,erat CIt'. 

Interpeter 
S -2 representive. 
8-4 representive 
Carpsman 
Journal c ler k 
Wire Team ( 1) 
Radio operato:.:'s (4) 
Sniper Squad leader. 

(~) Initial location of the Alpha Command Groo.p will be 
LZ Buzzard. 

(4) Initial location of the Bravo Command. Group will be 
with Company "K". 

b. C ommunic at ion and Electronic s. 
~Frequencies and call signs are as distributed by the 

Battalion Commln:ication~ Officer. 

A~nm:X J. .A " • Ogerations Overlay. 

CFFICIAI, 
:. A. RINlJFLEISH 
~.j or, Us:r-:c 
S-3 

34 

J. ''1. MAR~ 
Lieutenant Colonel, U~ 
Commanding 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

·"W· 

L~rnlX "1.'1 to Batt~lio!l Operations Order 13-68 
;'.f1lP : Vietnam 1: 50 9000 AMS 6242 I, 6242 II 

00 
b:' -t-

CFFIC I !,L 
J D A. RU1I7LFIa:::.9: 

.... , ---' 

V.tai ~.. U" S .. !~p..rine C UL.i.'::: " . 
8-3 

/"""', 

f\\ } 
\J 

J. W. mRSff 

"l=q J -- , 
I 

-4-58 
".., i. 

1...1 ...... 
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HEAOQUARTDlS 

3d Battalion, 3d Marines 
3d ~ine Division, (Rein)F~F 

FPO San Francisco, Califm:nia. 96602 

Battalion Fr ag Order 14-69 

Tim Zone H 

Reference: 

Copy_at" Copies 
Caup C~roll, RVN 
26 July 1968 

(a) 3d Maime Frag Order 24-68 
(b) Map 1:50,000 AMS Sheets 6342 J:{, 6342 I 

1. SiWation. 
a. ~emy Forces. 

1) Current intelligence reports an unidentified NV A 
Battalion operating in the western portion of the Cam Lo River 
valley. OuITent intelligence also reports the possibility of the 
lWA 30Sth Divisi'On Hea.dquarters being located sonewhere in the CaJIl 
10 River v{Llley. 

(2) Enemy initialed incident s of the past few weeks in 
the 3d Marine AO shows 82mm and 60nnn mat'tar capabilities and small 
SToops of enemy indicating interdictory missions Mainst Route #9. 

(3) Experiemes of the 9th and 4th M31'ines and the 2nd 
ARVN regiments operating to the east a..rrl sooth of the 3d. Ma:rines 
AO respectively show sizeable ene~ forc'escepab1e of offensive 
action or determined resistance. It is antiCipated the en~ will 
fight a delaying action and attellJlt to escape through est.ib1iOOed 
infiltration routes in the area, probalt1y withdra~"ing t~,.:ds the 
north or south ,vhile being c O"lered by supporting weapons -ho include 
A,T-!Jillery and rear gua;r''i./ambush actions. 

b. ~l'i.end~y Farcef!. 
l1J 1/3 condu,::ts a helibarne ass(jl.lt commeming 2707000 

to 89ize :;7, B?d~·~ E:Jtal:lJ:i.<",h 3 possible FSB at LZ Becky. Conduct 
see;r'cr."'.:_,c:. rleT:-l'o:" O-:'~-:'a:~i:'-n5 in and along the Cam La River Basin 
and efi ect lint-up w:.:th 3/5 g;~ 10 Mar'go on order. 

(2) 2/3 will be 3d Harines reserve effective 2714000 aid 
conti'7~Jf? ~esent mission of R('ute #9 security in 3d M~.rines AO. 

\ 3) .Art i1J,_~. 
'{;.) 3/1? Trill prov ide direct support of 3d liar ines 

from FSB Joan, M9,i:go and Camp Carroll. 
(b) Det. 3/12 will provide direct support fires 

from FSB Joan. 
(4) 1st MAW provides air support. 
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.~~!:.:~!lment s B+'lo. ~~~; 0l~e::t s. 
Vi) ~oIq:>any HB" (n) 3d ~< Bn. is attached on order. 
\2) Companies "K" and "I'll' remain attached to Task Force Sierra.. 
(3) Rt-avo Command Group remains attached to ':L'asl~ Force Sierra. 

2., .~11~t'lion. At 270700H 3/3 (-) becanes 3d Marines reserve prepered 
1;( .reinforce or assume the mission of 1/3. lit 211400CI }/} (-) will 
~,onduct helibarne assault to seize LZ Margo. Establish a Fire 
Support Base at LZ Margo and be prepared to receive q/12 N.L!l' 28 
July. Conduct limited search and destroy operations in TJ.(R being 
prepared to link-up with 1/3 on order. 

3. Eicecut ion. 
a-. ~2~,;.i.,;t ?f Operations. 

\'jj See OpG ra:~ ions Overlay .. 
(2) 3/'3 will lHnJ. L1~_tially with two b) cOIIrPa..:.iea to 

seize LZ Margo; and th'3 h:'gh ground at XD 902609. UpO:l arrival or 
the Battalion \-) i1'. :/7, Yiorgo, observation posts ,,,ill Pc) esi:;a"!:J1ished 
at XI> 9096 i 2, HEI 11-25;' ( XD 897620 ) and Hill #2fJ2 (JeD tl94614) 
and prcjaratioi1 of the FSIl '"Till be made to receive lltry 'e" 1/12 
Nl[1 28 uly. 

b. Q~. :~_liti9,l=-y will be Battalion reserve prepared 
to reinforce cr 8.S8~ s'" J n iTi.,.Jai',7 ';I/f in se5_2.ci.re of r,z N:ar~o. On 
crder, establ~ci1 9. r:'a:':O.)r~ S:'.Z3(~ .JP 0:1. H~n # 25"? (JO eT/63) and 
R.. squad S;.:;;2(: {..!2 a::~ !J' qC;S12~ .~ss""lTne :rel:fponsibi1!ty ~ FSB Margo 
f'ro!ll 11 0'closk. 3~ pc·'.}·l:::t:._xl 1m c:-der, tv conduct limited patrols 
'.:i".;hin the B:.::t-tL.l.~_i:J""L .r._~ fi~ 

C "rr' c' - ..l.. c. ;.'IDp ~y . n; I .. : .~.,t :l-,l.V ~a~::.gne..l. !Ll.SSH)!l& 

ci.a ~~~~a.;,,!~~'j;:""::c~:·"~8 J ::.u::.roor1le af:lsal1lt at 27140JFi to seize 
-;'.'7 l-I~"'C'o .~,.'.::: t~c_ 'lJ.'r'--. ... ·n- .. "'. ~'. ~"'J 90"£09 Upon "·~r)·""a."L "f ~.("""\ ~ •• ~ 4.41.:,; _ ,-,'" L-~'\..J " ___ • ,,-~J •. .&oJ. (!!-J." ~ ... 0. .... _, .. w 

Ucmncl~T !II" ir. :;JZ ati3:.'!L" pe'·:_J~~3·~3.C resp'>nsibiJity of FS:3 Margo 
''':;:0:'1 2 G'r lock. On or:ier es-';atlis1. a 3Ci.uad sized GP en :::::i11 #2D2 
:.~ ~9':~'i'~ .3:_,"J~_·epa::'e(2. t" conr_~lCt H;'liten p""l.tr')]S w:..··~d .. !l the 
B ~d; -..; e .LJ C'~: ~I' Al;c ~ 

e _~ :'!/·"l:-;_,-.w._ .~: ... : _!J;~.~; .--; (.H.·; L,:.il'j ~SS iQ;:J.ed m.~ set ion. 
f " _'~' !~~~-~~~':.t:~:.l~~~~j ';J:c~J : •• nc_ with om (1) sectb!1 in 13 Mat'go. 

F~s(;<lbiJ-",'l PJ8:L~::CU;1 :;"je i:''Bl~~::~·,.i. '!~c~'1ity C'f XI> 90}$10 t.c. f'i1_,""")-r-Gr-l; 

:'J~t~JaLon aperg,tiol1s :J1.)2'.:·>1~:·'1 TACR. Be prepared t~ ff-.2~rart 1/3 
T .. ·:.-~-;t.~_"·. ~·1.l1g3 01,pa"'JiJ i",.;5.:;~a 

06 ,T 'YJ . "\IT. ~ ( ) • 06 ' g .. ~-1!!:'I..~·.l_.'-_2-·.'·" __ :' r·iaJ..ntFt~n one 1 sectl.on of -j s on 
el::R't ,qt TJZ St·l.0 ;;.·0:: .. I .... L:"7P;ry to FSB Na!'go on order. 

':1. _.s:-,gin.§Q;§. .' .• :J::-l'h'al et L2 Ma;;~go, be prepared to Haiaon 
l.-i";:;h acl.vax.ce p~ty f:.:ocm BJc:':'y "0 II, 1/12 to deteru:lne rr 8.SsiG!De!lta 
M·J·cfl,3ary to c~tablish FSB E2i'!5'O. Prepa;re FSB Margo to receive 
BtTY "C", 1/12 NlIT' 29 ~I".lly 68. 

i. C oordinat inKJ:lst :r..,lS·_t io.ns. 
( 1) Supporting arillD will be used to the ma.-dnum extent 

possible •. 
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. J PrioritY' or tires will be with the JIIS,l'J:Nver cODpany, If' in . ')ntact, priority of' fires ",ill be with the most heavily engaged 
:.:lit. as directed by the Battalion Cimmander. 
\3) Thrust points are as pu"bliShed by 3d Marines effective 15180<li Huly 68 end imlude CgS 8763 alld Fmit 8462. (4) D-DaY is 27 JUly 1968. 
(5) L-Hour f'or 3d Battalion (-) is 271400H JUly 68. 
(6) Hand held riot control agents ge aIlthorized. Bulk distribution or dlsominat ion or as must be approved by 3d Menne s. ' 7) Position repca:ts will be snbmitted each hrur to Battalion. 8) Spot reports ,dll be submitted as they occur. 
9) Air panels and smoke will be utilized to Mtk lines fer air. 10) FCt Blue is established on crder. 
11) Clock system will be used in defense of FSB Margo with grid north being 12 O'clock. 

4. Administration end Logistics. 

1 The scurce of supply is the Battalion S-4 represemive. 
a. fr'. . 

(2 All resupply will be effected from LZ stud. (3) Battalion unit distribution l-(ill be in effect. 
(4) Prescribed loads carried will be in accordance with established Battalion SOP to imlude 3 I£I's and a minimm of three (3) canteens of' Water upon d.ep2J:'ture of Callp C8['roll. 
(5) Ref'Upp~_'T 'N!_~l .~~ ~ccomplished by helicopter from !5U, 

LZ Stud to tt~ Q8s~gnBteu LZ's in the f'ield. 
(6) Requests for resupply will be submitted to the Battalion 8-4 repre!'lentive by 1100H daily. 
(7) An energency pe..cknge of Class I, Class V a.rrl water for one (1) rifle cOJ!!.'.'3JlY w:i.ll be st aged at LZ Stud. In -';h e evant 

-:'~at this Fackage is used, reconstitute inm:ediHtely. 
(8) ThErgemy resupply requests will be submitted directly to tho Batte.lion Comman:1er, with justifications. 
(9) Errergency medical supplies for 20 casualties will be staged by the Battalion Surgeon for on call delivery to area. of Operations. 

b. C;}tured Material. 
(1 Particular attention will be devoted to liMion with the Battalion 8-2 reprosontive f'ar prq:>er evacuation of captured materials'. 
(2) Prisoners will be evacuated to a BattaHon collection point, to be designated by S-" upon arrival at LZ Margo as rapidly as possible. Additional collc.'Ction pionts will be annour.oed as available. 
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}}.r8Cuation and Hospitalization. 
( 1) An up to date med ev~ roster will be prepat'ed by S-1. 

jompa..tl.ies subnit roster to S-1 prior to 0700H 27 July. Deletions 
l.S a r~sult of rotation, R&a and. c8.SIlaltles will be repOrted as 
.Joon as possible after individual le:tVes the field. The S-1 will 
provide the S-3 with effective field strength at 0700H daily. 
Companies will submit strength reports to S-1 by 063(lI daily. 

(2) Casualty rcparts \·rill be provided 5-1 not later than t 
hour after med 9VlIC is completed. 

(3) Under normal cumstaJl)es, casualty evacuations will not 
be attenpted until the enemy farce at the point of contact has beell 
.neutr ali zed • 

(4) All caSllaltice requiring evacua.tion will be transported 
to CODJlany "D", 3d Medical 13n at Dong Ra, e:xcept St'Nere head wounds 
which will be takBn directly to the hospital ship. 
d. Mirellaooous. 

( 1 Spot reports will be submitted as per occasion. Submit 
initial repat't with basic information as soon as possible, forward 
complete information by follow on repart. 

(2) Constant police of tz's will be eDphasized. LZ's will be 
kept clear of trash, lOOse equipment and any matter that can be 
swept into helicopter I'C';~U:8, 

t3) Each U!1it will tl!'S'.n.c: th",t appropriate rmmber of air panels 
will be oa;r:'ried. to r.;:~;,: :/>,.l3. 

(4) j21 v,'a:~(?'[' c.9.":', :r.;·L:i~ol't()r slinG'S and cargo nets will be 
returneG ;D)(;C Lt.: J,uJ.r aE'(>:)sG::'':'le. 

(5) J:LSTU"') J.~:,\.~ I;~_e '.iuxiL1UID amount of a casualty's 782 gea:r 
'I)e OVaPua't sd with the individual to Dong Rae All equipment that 
c 2J1!lot be 9VaPu!].tod with tho ca.sualty will be cached and returned 
~,;o LZ Stud as' expeditiously as possible for reinsertion into the 
supply system. 

~. Comnand and Communic.tItions. 
a. Co:nma,.'1d. Command Gronp .ALPIIlI will consist of; 
CO. wI radio operatat'. S-3 wi ra.dio Operatar. 
24 wI radio oporator. 14 wi radio operator. 
81 PIt Cmer. wI racHo operator. 
Ser go a)1t I-Iaj or. Co mmunic at ions Tech. 
Irrterpetere Chaplin. 
Corpsmp.Jl_ S-1 rcpresentive. 
~-2 Gl.1.ief. S 4 reprosentivc. 
Ii adio c,pere-;r" .J HsT Team (3) 
v!ire Team \.~) Journal cle1k (2) 

(1) Initial loc!3:tion of the .Alpha Command group will be LZ 
J~flrbO~ 

b. Comnunications [lAd El'x:tronics. Frequencies &'1d call signs 
are as distributed by the Battalion CommnicA.tions O:rficer._---------, 

1l1""NI!:l. J 11 " Op er a.t i on Over lE'Y' • 
r.F' flCUL 
:.. .Jl. RINDFIEI SH 
"!pj or, USMJ 
,j·3 

J. w. MAR SH 
Lieutena.nt COlonel. TJ8M) 
C oo.ma '1a.i '1g 

47w-".1 .• ,Ilk-, '" { 'i' 
DECLASSIFIED 
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CFFICltL 
J. ll. RINDFLl!.""'IOOH 
Nt'j or, U. S. 11!\t'inc C Clr'p S 

8-3 

J. 1./. MlffiSH 
Lieutenant Colonel, U. 8. Marine Ccrps 
~ omna.rding , 

1-~.~ ~ 
. / 

f 
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