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1. DBESIGNATION _EOMMANDER
3d Battalion, 3d Marines ItCol, J, W, MARSH t - 28 July

ItCol. W, H, BATES 28 - 31 July

Subordinate Unitg

India Company Capt. M, G, MCTIERNAN 1 = 31 July
Rilo Company Capt. F. R, MATTHEWS 1 - 13 July
1st Lt, F. STOKES 13 - 28 July
1st 14, I, G, NELSON 28 - 31 July
Lima Company 1st Lt. R, E, LOGAN 1 = 24 July
Capt. B, J. WILLIAMSON 24 -~ 31 July
ATTACHED UNTTS
Company "B" (-) 3d Engineer Battalion 19 = 31 July

2. Location.

1-6July Quang Tri Province. Leatherneck Square Vicinity YD 168698.
6 - 9July Quang Tri Province. Henoleon/Saline 40.

10 = 11 July Ouang Tri Combat 3rse,

11 - 12 July Camp J, J. Ceorcll,

12 = 15 July Cam Lo grea. Lancaster II A0,

15 -~ 19 Yuly Camp J. J. Carroll

19 - 26 July Dong Ha Mountain, Lancaster II AO, Vieinity YD 032604,

27 = 31 July FSB Joan, vicinity XD 938608. Companies "M', "K" and
Bravo Command Group,

27 - 31 July FSB Margo, vicinity XD 903615. Companies "L","I" ond

4lpha Command Group.
3. Staff Officers.

Executive Officer Major G. P, SLADE ‘4 = 37July
S -1 1st It. D. C. MARCHETTE 4 - 31 July
S -2 SSGT W. E. HRMON 1 - 28 July
1st It, W, H, DOUGLASS 28 = 31 July
S 3 Major J, A, RINDFLEICH 4 - 34 July
S -4 1st It, G, ECHENFEIDIR 1 - 31 July
S
S AU IR WIO RIS,
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; HARR ATIVE SUMMARY
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During the month of July the Battalion conducted operations in the
Kentucky, Napoleon/Saline and Lancaster IT 20's. The firgt six days of
July was spent in leatherneck Square under the OPCON of the 9th Marines.
Mamerous contacts were made with small WA units during this period,

On 2 July at approximately 0500H Company "K" received automatic
and small arms fire from the vicinity of YD 171693, Artillery and 81mm
morter missions were fired and Company "K" returned fire with small arms
and antomatic weapons, contact was broken and Company "K" swept through
the grea of contact discovering 21 WA KIA confirmed, 3 crew served
weapons and 7 individual weapons were captured, Approximately g half -
hour gfter Company “"K" gained contact, the Battalion at YD 168692
received 20 rounds of enemy martar fire (60mm) which resulted in 20
WIA's, At 0815H a Company "I" unit sighted 8 WA at YD 469690 and CT
artillery and mortar missions were called, a search of the area resulted
in one NVA Prisoner of Wgr. it 1715H the same day, Company "M" sighted
two W4 in the open and engaged with small arms fire and artillery,
later the size of the WA unit was estimated at 20-30 personnel, The
NV4 broke contact and a search of the areg rewvealed 15 WA KTA confirmed
along with weapons and eq‘uipment.

A second Prisoner of Var was captured on the night of 3 July when
u W4 walked into a Company "I" anmbush, the NVA was armed with a RPG-2
rocket launcher,

During the period 3-4 July there were other small unit contacts
vhich resulted in one friendly WIA, nt NVA casualties cosld be confirmed,

On 5 July a unit of Company "K' while on a recon mission was taken
under fire by an estimated 5C-70 WA fighting from well dug in positions
amd supparted by 60mm martars. The enemy initiasted the contact with g
command detonated mine, The Corpany "K" unit received €60nm martar gnd
smgll . arms fire which resulted in casualties to the point squad. The
other units of Company "K" werc deployed and fived wing air and gunships
were requested, Company "K' maneuvered and eztracted casvalties under
the cover of air strikes, gunchips and artillery. Contact was broken
at 1400H, WA Casualties weré 15 Kin's confirmed, Company "K" suffered
2 KlA's and 8 WIA's med evae.

On 6 July the Battalion vejoined the 3d Marines far a operation
in the Ngpoleon/Sgline 40, No contact was made by the Battalion during
the operation and on 10 July the Battalion moved to Quang Tri far the
S«U.R.E. program, the following day the Battalicn was moved by truck
to Cam J. J. Carroll hnd susumed the mission of security fer Camp
Carroll and convoys on route #9,

On 12 July the Battalion departed Camp Carroll to conduct ambush
and anti-infiltration missions, no contact was gained during this
period . On three occasions the Battalion was subjected to enemy mortar
fires, 4 WIA's were sustained, The Battalion returned to Camp Carroll

on 15 July.
| UBELAC]
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On 18 July ‘Comp evo Command group chopped to the
OPCON of the 3d Marines and conducted a helibarne assault landing

at 1Z Cardinal (XD 939610 ) with the mission of establishing a
Company patrol base and observation postg at XD 946624). The landing
was made without incident and no resistamce was encountered,

On 19 July the Battalion (-) was heli-lifted to conduct a aggault
landing at LZ Buzzard ( YD 032604 ). The landing was made without
resistances On the evening of 19 July and the morning of 20 July
Company "L" while searching bunkers at YD 028599 and YD 027602
discovered two 75mm pack howitzers complete except for one barrel, the
second barrel was found later in the day in & bunker at YD 027598,

26 rounds of 75mm howitzer ammunition was also feund.

On 22 July the Bravo Command group and Company "K" were chopped
to OPCON 1st Bn, 3d Marines and on 23 July were heli-lifted to XD
939605 to establish a fire suppart bases

No contact was made during the operation and the Battalion
returned to Camp Carroll on 26 July leaving a platoon (rein) from
Company "M" on Dong Ha Mountain, The other elements of Company "M
were lifted to FSB Joan to join the Bravo Command group. On 27 July
the Bravo Company "K" and the Bravo Command group were chopped to the
CPCON of the Battalion.

On the afternoon of 27 July Companies "L", "I" and the Alpha
Command group were heli-lifted %o conduct a assmlt landing at Lz
Margo (XD 903615 ), the landing was without comtact and the L7 was
consolidateds Three WIA's were sustained on 28 July when a Marine
detonated g U.S. type 4,P mine,

Company "M'(-), Company "K" and the Bravo Command group contimed
the mission of defending Fire Suppart Base Joan. On the 28th of the
month, the platoon from Company "M" was relieved and heli-lifted to
F3B Joan, .

4 UeS type AP mine was detonated on 20 July resulting in one WT4,

The end of the month feund the Battalion with two Companies ( "Ln,
"I") and the 4lpha Commsnd group at Fire Suppart Base Margo and the
Bravo Command group with two Companies ("K', "M",) gt Fire Suppart
Base Joan,

UiICLASSF1ED
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oy PART ITI
SEGIANCTAL DISTINGS OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1. Combat Miss{ong /szigied,

ae Bagi% Migiion. To conduct missions vin assigned ares cf - o .
cperations In accordance with 3d MarDiv Operations Order 5-68,

b. Conduct combat operations to seek out and destroy Enemy forces
and installations in assigned zone. Refereme: 34 Mgr Frog0 14-68.
( Nap ol eon/S aline)

c. Establisn bass and provide security for Camp Carrol: and road
sueeps ag directed, vrovide comvoy security. Provide Bald Eagle force
on 30 mimite notice. Fercretcer 3d Mar Frago 15 418.(Lamaster 11)

d, Gonduct ambush/anti-infiltration operztions in assigned A0,
Reference: 34 Mar Fragld 15-82, ( Lancaster II)

en (1) Be prepaced to reinforce ar assume the nission of either

1/3 er 23, »‘

(2) OnD+1 a D+2 be prepared to conduct a helicopter barne
as=40lt 40 gesure LY Bozzard and secure Objective #11 on arder,

(3) Be prepared to continue to attack and selze Objective #13
on order,
(4) Be Preparad to furrish ome (1) rifle company (rein) with
¢ommand. group to ercev e a helicepterbon me agssult to geize Lg
Cardinal and conduct Tesrols i iumadigie vieinity. FRefecence: 3d
Marines Operstions Orde: 268, { lgncasier IT )

f. ‘onduct Helicoptortarns assault to seize L7 Margo ~cmmencing
271400H Jul to provide blocling force, Bstablish L2 enl FI3 and
conduct limited search and destroy operations in TAR, Referemce: 34
Mar Frag0 24-68. ( Lancaster IT )

2. Significan{ Operations Conducted,

as During the periecd 1-5 July while under the OPCON of the 9th
Marines, the Battalion conducted search and destroy operations in
the vicinity of grid squares 1569, 1669, and 1869 in Leatherneck Square,

Contact was gained with the eremy nine times during this period,
the majority of these contacts were with squad sized units. The most
significant of these contacts ocourred on 2 and 5 July 1968,

On 2 July 68 Company "K' at YD 168693 was engaged with antomstic
and small arms fire from the vicinity of YD 171693, fire was returned
with small arms snd sutomatic weapons, ertillery and mortar missions
were calleds Conbact was broken and at U700H Company "K" swept through
the area of contact, 21 Wi RI48s confirmed were counted and 3 crey
served and 7 individual weapons were captured along with other
equipment and ardnamce.
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toon of Comany "K" gained contact with

~n estinated W4 platoon at YD 156706, The contact was initiated by
the W4 with a command detonsated mine, 60nm mortar fire and small srms
fire. The remainder of Company "K" deployad to exploit the contact
and recover casualties., The W4 unit wag estimated at 50-70 personnel
fighting from well cug in positions. Marememt was limited and artillery
gunships and air strikes werg umd to extract casualties. Contact was
brolen and Company “K" returned to its pasition at 1400H, 15 W, KA g
werz confirmed, F.iendly casuallies were 2 KIA's and 8 WIA's med evap,

Yhile opersting in {eathermck Square 2 prigoncrs of war, 6 crew
served wegpons and 8 individual weapons were captured., 59 WA KIa's
were confirmed,

b. On 19 July the Battalion was hefi-lifted from Camp Carroll to L7
Buzzerd (YD 0326040 on Dong Ha Mountein, the 12 was secured without
resistance and the Battalion qommenced a sesrch and ¢lear mission of
the Dong Ha Mountain complex, On the evening of the same day, Company
"I" discovered 6 bunkers in the viciaity of YD 023599, one bunkor was
found to have a false bottom &hich cantained parts of a T5mm peek
howitzer. The next day ( 20 July) while searching a bunker complex
at YD 027602 Company "I" agaln discov4red 75mm pack howitzer components.
That afternoon a sccond T5am barrel was found in a bunker at YD 027598,
in all two complete and serviseable 75mm pack howitzers were ¢gptured.
No contect was made duriny this op2ration, approximately 122
fighting and living bunkers ware destroyed. The Battalion (-) returned
to Camp Carroll by heli-lift in 28 July,.

3. Casuglties Inflicted on the Encmy.

as During the month of July the 3d Battalion inflicted the
following cesualties on the enemy; 59 W4 XKI4 (confrimed ).

4. Casualtics Sugtained,
2o Name of Surgeon: It Walter P, Aghfard, I, USIR,

b, Significant Brents,

fe On 1 July, onc mewber of India Co,_and one member of H&S
Co. WIA due to cnemy small arms fire,

2, On 2 July, 24 members of Kilo Co., 4 members of India Co.
and 3 members of H&S Co, WIL duc to enemy mortars. 4 members of M-ko
Co, VI4 due to enemy small arms fire. One meubor of Mike Go. non-hostile
injury due to sprained snkle., 2 members of Kilo Co, KTA due to eneny
grenades. One member of Kilo Co, DOY duc t4 wounds inflicted by cnemy
mortars,

8
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3. On 3 July; one-member- of Lima Co. WIA due to enemy srall arms fire,
or> member of Mike Co, NBC to possible malaria, one member of Mike Co,
13 due Yo appendisitis, ore member of Mike Co, NBC due to hest
¢znastione

4. On 5July, 5 members of Kilo Co. WI4 due to cnemy grenodea, 3¢
reibero of .Kile Co, WIA due to ecnemy small grms fire, 2 memberg of
Kilo Co. KIA due to encmy small arms fire.

5¢ On 7 July, one member of H&S Co. NBC due to falling from boat and
being éut by propellers,

6. On 10 July, one member of Lima Co. and One member of Mike Co,
non hostile wounded dne to fragrentation grenade detonated by an
unkiiown individual.

7o On 12 July, 6 members of India Co, WIA due to enewy mortars, one
mwexber of Mike Co, WIA due to friendly artillery.

8. Cr 15 July, one member of India Co. non hostile injury duc to
conex -ox shifting on a truck and fracturing his pelvis, one merbor
of ik Ca. non hostile woundsd due to friendly 155mm air burst,

9. Cn 19 July, 2 mmers of 2&S Co, NEG due to heat ex»amstion, one
member of Kilo Co, IBC dne to phlebitis, one member of Kilo Co. due
to abdominal pain.

10, On 20 July, one member of Lima Co, NBC due to hoat exhaugtion,
one member of Mike Co. NBC due to sprained right knee.

11« On 21 July, one member of Kilo Co. MBC due to sun irritation
of the eyes,

12. On 24 July, one member of Indis Co. NEC due to possible fraciured
spins.

13, On 27 July, one member of Lima Co. WRC due to sprained knee,
14. On 28 July, 4 remhers of Lime Co, WIL due to encny nines, one
rember ~f Tinm Co, non hestile wounded due to wood splinter in right

eye from helicopter poop wash,

15« On 29 July, one merber of Lima Co. Wil due to enemy mine.

© .. [@N@MSSUFHE@
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16.
July 1968,

inoculationg given during the month aof

17. Out Potient Visitsg.,
a. Common complaints,

1. FUO 06

2. Heat Casualties 07

3. Posgsible Malaria 04

4- Den‘bal 80

5« Cellnlitis 204

6. Dia‘t‘rhea 10

7. Miscellaneous 1126

1437 Total
18, Mambor of Battle Cosualties.

TOTALS Ki wia  DOw M4 NBC WP KILLED
Usvo 3/3 04 BT 01 00 18 00
USN 3/3 00 02 Q0 00 01 00
USMZ (THERS 00 00 00 00 00 00

ce Medical Trends. 4n imcresse in the minber of eellutitis in the -
month of July is due 1largly to the intermittant wet and dry weather,
4 gtronger emphasis has bcen made on medical personnel to insure that
open wounds recieve promt attention.

d, ZProblem Arcas. None,

ee A new and mare coffective malaria chemoprophylaxis tablet known
as DAPSONE ig being used, token daily as prescfibed is supposed to
be effective against all types of malaria emcountered in Vietnam,
The effects will be observed and subsequently reported,

5 New Technigues Employsd. None,

6. Command Relations.

2o OPCON - 9th Marines, ADCON - 3d MarDiv,

b, On 1 July Company "M" wag chopped $0-0PCON 2nd Bn, 26th Marines.

ce On 1 July the Brgry Command group assumed OPCON of the 4-3
position.

ds On 2 July the Brgvo Command group chopped OPCON of the 4-3
position.

e. On 4 July Company "L" vas chopped to OPCON 3d Marines,

fo On 6 July thc Battalio: was ehopped to OPCON 3@ Marines.

|
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g« On9 chopped to QPCON 3dMarDiv,

he On 11 July the Battglion was chopped to OPCON 3d Marines,

i, On 12 July Company "M" was chopped to OPCON 3d Bn, 4th Marines,
Jo On 18 July Company "K" and the Bravo Command group was chopped
to OPCON 33 Marines.

%: On 27 July Corpany "K" and the Bravo Command groap returned to
WPCON of the Battalion,

7. Egquipncnt. None,

8. I_ggistiCS.

2« Supply .
1) Genersl. During the reparting period the Battalion operated
in leathernock Square, the Cua Viet area and the Camp Carroll area.
During most of the reparting period the Battaslion wag resupplyed
via helicopter from LZ Stud and the Dong Ha LSA.

(2) Class I. 4 daily Tesupply maintains the regular supply
of Class I gt a three to five day level, Water, in cans, water bulls
and water bladders, were lifted in and out of the Battalion positions
by helicopter,

(3) Class II. There still remains a critical on;
Gas Masks
Flok Jackets
Compasses
Magazines, Cal,45
Binoculars
(4) Clagg IIT, There were no problems encountered in keeping
an adequate supply of POL on hand,
(5) Clags IV. There were still shortages in the following
items;
Air Strip matting 8 foot enginecer stakes
(6) Class V. The Battalion supply of Class V was maintained
at a Bi+5 DOA, There were no significant shortages noticed,

b, Motor Transport,
(1) The present statv s of the Battalions vchicles is as follows;

I/E Vi 2Ech
M15141 20 20 3
M27442 30 30 7
M37 4 4 0
MRC 109 2 2 0
VRC 83 2 2 0
11718 1 1 0
1
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(2) & shortage of magnetos, cable leads, starter assemblies for the
M27442 and regulators for the M15141 still exists in the section,

¢. Engineer Assitpnce, Ergineem agsitarce was receivod from the 34
Ingincer Bn, Company "B" (-) was attached and rendered assitancc by
¢icaring and construeting landing zones,

d. Ordnarce,
(1) At the end of the month the Battalion maintained the following;

IT I/E  Off PERMIONNL 2B 3mE (Fisy)
M-14 Rifles 52 52 52 0 0
45. Pistols 329 351 351 0 0
Shotgung 13 19 18 1 0
150 13 35 32 32 0 0
105 ‘BR 4 8 6 2 0
M-79 36 37 34 3 0
81mm Martsrs 8 8 8 0 0
60mm Mortars 12 12 10 1 1
3.5 Rockets 32 27 24 3 0
M-16 Rifles 919 982 971 11 0
106 Mounts 8 8 7 0 0
Flamethrowers 8 6 4 2 0

9y Civic Action., None.

10. Administration.
2e No awards ceremony wac held during the month,,

+ 4 total of 2 court martials wore held during July; 2 SFCM,
and 3 LM are pending, 3 Battalion Commanders Office Hours were completed
and, one is pending. There were 5 Company Commanders Office Hours completed
and 9 are rending,
Cs Special Services provided the below during the month of July;
1) Stationary Kits
2) Nightly potion pictures filmg in the rear area,
3} Athletic recregtion equipment
4) Free soda and beer.
d. Post exchange services vere not available, however, Sundries
Packeges were distributed,
e, Liberty was not guthorized during this period,
f. During the month 3 of ficers and 46 enligted Marines rotated
to COMUS, 39 enlisted Marines were transferred within the Regiment or
Divigion, 62 enligted Marines were transferred ag a result of medicgl
evgcuation,

@M@M@ )
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8. Galns: 12 USMC OFF, 123 USMC ENL. 2 USN FF, 22 USN ENL,
b. Losses 10 USMC OFF, 139 USMC ENL, 2 USN FF, 17 USN ENL,
c. Monthly stremgth ( Avergge)
M oFF M BNL USN OFF USN ENL
31 1010 2 51
d. Net Logs/Gain:
W oF X =L USN OFF USN_ENL
o/2 16/0 0/0 0/5
e. Imergency lesve far the month of July: 4 USM enlisted, Twice/
thrice wounded ar ressigned outside RVN due to father/brother in countrys
12 USMC enlisted.
f. There were no Hgrdship Discharges applied for during the past
month and none are pending,
ge One administrative Discharge 1s pending,

h. The R&R program comtiin.> to be a majar marsle factor within
this command. There were 87 out of country R&R quotas and 28 in country
quotas used during the month, _

i. Marale is considered excellent to atstanding,

Jo Postal Services during the momth have been good,

12, Intelligence,
During the momtl' of July the Battalion partieipated in operations

in the Kentucky, Napoleon/Saline and Lancaster II AOs, There were no
major conflicts, but light and medium sized contacts along with enemy
martar attacks were mumerous in the early part of the month while
operating in the Kentucky 40, (Leatherncck Squere). Operztions which
were run along the e.stern coast gbove the Cua Viet, produced no enemy
slghtings and no contacts, The Battalion then moved to the Lancaster 40
operating out of Camp J, J. Carroil, Litile Teplstance was met while
operating in this area, on a few occasions the Battalion was subject to
mortar and artillery attacks, but made no ground contact.

The Battalion operated in Leathernmeck Square (OPCON to 9th Marines)
for the first week in July. Therec were mimerous small unit contacts which
produced close to 60 W4 KIA's and two prisoners of war. Captured
documents and POW interogations indicated the eremy had many small units
operating in Leathern~ck Sguare with the mission of destroying helicoptera.

On 2 July 1968 =z: 052C] =2 Battalion at YD 168692 was hit with
15-20 rounds of 60um martar fire from YD 155694, The morter attack was
on target and the Battalion suffered 20 WIA's, At 05008 of the same day
Kilo Company at YD 168933 received small armg fire from the vicinity
of YD 171693, they engaged the enemy with small ams, artillery and 81mm
martars, centact was broken just prior to 0%00H, a search of the grea

13

ey IR
AN VISV TR

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

o ®
-

H Lo : '

T R

of contéct-teelosed. 21. conf irmed WA dead, rumerous wespons and
equipment were ogptured. 41s0 on 2 July at 1705H at YD 155700 Mike
Company engaged a small enemy unit with small arms, while checkirg the
arca 15 W4 dead were found along with wegpons and equipment,

The largest contact of the month occured on 5 July st 083CH when
elements of Kilo Company were taken under fire by an estimgted 50-70
WA, The point squad suffered early casualties as the NVA used commgnd
dctonated mines, martars and small arms, An A0 ,pd fixed wing were
requested. Kilo Company returned fire with smgll arms, artillery and 81m.
mwrtars. Upon arrival of the A0 and air support Kilo Company maneuvered
to exploit the contact and recover casualties, this was difficult as
as the ensmy was well dug in and supported by 60gm martars. The cacualtics
Were recovered under the cover of air and supparting arms. €ontact wag
broken and Kilo Company returned to its arginal position. 15 NVA KTA's
were confirmed,

Upon leaving Leatherneck Square the Battalion went OPCON to the 33
Marines and conducted operations in the Nepoleon/Saline AQ befare moving
to the Lancaster A0 in the middle of the month., The Battalion conducted
operations out of Camp Carroll while in the Lancaster 40. There weie no
ground contacts with enemy forces amd the Battalion was subject to only
a few mortar rounds, There were many bunkers found especially while
operating around Dong Ha mountain. These were~vere overheaded with falge
tops or bottoms, Company "I" on 19 and 20 July found two 75mm pack
howitzers at YD 028594 and YD 027602 while operating on Dong Ha mountain.

ENEMY WEAPONS AND FQUIPMMT CAFTUR™ 1 - 31 JULY 1968

26 rounds 75mm grtiller, ammmnition 2 75mm Peck Howiizers (US)
4  RPG-2 Lgunchers 12 RPG Charges
18 RPG rounds 1 60mm mortar lube
10  MK-47 rifles 200  84rm mortar rounds
1 82mm Martar w/base plate and bipod 38 Cans,82mm mwtar
2 SKS carbines increments
1 Cal. 30 Maghine Gun (ChiCom) 4 Cane,50mm mortar
28  Magazines, 4¥.-47 increments
6,350 rounds 7.62 ammunition 50 Yuses, 60mm mortar
250 rounds 12.7 MG smmunition 35 AP rifle grenades
500 rounds cal.30 linked ammnition 3 Water Cans (W4)
2 M-16 rifles (U.S.) 3 Cantecns
1 Pigtol ¢al.45 (U.S.) 1 AT mine
1 Laaw (U.s.) 2 AP mines
9 M-16 magazines 2 DH-10 mines
1 Knife (K-bar U.8.) 5 1bs TND
13 1-26 Grenades (U.S.) 1 CS Grenade
1 Compass 12  IEntrenching tools
1  Palr field glasses 256 ChiCom Grengdes
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4 Batteries 1 WA Pack
1 AN/PRC-25 radio (U.s.) 6 Gas masks
1 AN/PRC-93 radio (U.S.) 3 Pickg
500 1bs of Rige assorted medical supplies

13. Communications. During the month the Battalion was almost always
i1 the field on operations. A relay was maintained at Camn Big John to
crvre commricationg o Dong Hoo Gu 11 July {he 2aisaiit.. moted 5. a
fi-ad posicion at Camp Carxcll, Yire was completly installed and norma:
wiie and radio ¢commu.icabions returned. 4 message center was set up to
hardle traffic throuch Camp Cgrroll, Another station on the Bgttalion
fdminigtresive net was set up at LZ Stud for resupply purposes.
as Tzmaloing.
C-oss trairisg betieen the wire and radio sezlicng continued,
Pe Bquipment Stesis,
The Baftalicr ieceived gix (6) ABVmC~25's this month and 30
tapes ani bases. Basentipl equinient down is as follows;

3 AN/PRC-of 1 TA-1Pr
1 AN/PRC-u- 1 AN/GRR-5
1 Ti-312P7 1 AF/UM=50

¢» Proplem freas. The ghortage last momth of a 2847 wgs resolved
when the plaboon received a noir V-3 technician. The current tactical
situstion necessitatcs the maintenance of commnications at five
different positions similtancicly. This has stretched the Battglion
radio gnd operatar asssts to "heir Timit,

14 Wezther. The weuth.r usle Sk month of July vas Lo* and humid,

generally clear with =youua.is 2 iins,
Avergge High, Cn g Humidity 74
Aver age Low, 77 de

Winds. The winds wore generally from the narthwest s 8 lnots,

5. Eirs Suppery. During the month & July the Babt vuior wng alasst
continuglly in the field, Forwerd Observars concerirac-d ‘neir fires

On prepargtory fires, possitle cnemy infiltration rcascs 271 missions

in sappart of pairolling units, The Battalion on 28 dniy wasz heli-lifted
to L2 Margo to provarc » Fira Sapport Base, the FSB bacane operational

on the evening or the szme day ard Battery 'C", 1s% Ba, 1sth Magrines

was lifted intc the basc to »zovide suppart for eleme.its of the 3d Marines.

as Units Providing Lirect and Genergl Suppart,
51; Bley 57 135 Bn, 12th Marines
gt 3r, 12th Marines

P Btry Uysi . 3
(3 Btry "G 1s5 By, 12th Marines
(4) Btr,"xe 4th B, 25h Marines
(5) Btry "4 14t Bn, 40%h lLrtillery USA
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a : 35
b} Preparatary Fires 84
¢/ BSuspected Enemy positions 20
d) Live Missions 9
ée Marking B~ _pds 4
f) Illumingtion 2
(g) Coanter Bgttory Pire 4
(h) Smoke 2
éi) Tty 6
j) H&I'g 122
(2) 81mm Martars,

EaS Night Dafeneive Fireg 10
b; Targets of Cppartunity 1
(¢c) Practice Migsiong 9
éd Preparatory Firesg 11
f) Suspected Encmy Positions 5

c. Ammunition Txpended,
1) frtilleny
ga 105mm 3371
b 155 mm 8
c 8 iiuch 28
(2)  81mm Yevtars,

a) & madium 296
gb) WP new)
¢) Illuminstion 5

16e Lir Support. Nurine thy conth of July 17 flights of fimed wing
aircraft ran strikes in spyoes of the Battalion. 411 strikes werc
controlled by an 40 in coordinstion with the ALUFIC team, The £N/PRC-
93 ralic was checked on several of these flights with the g results
as previously noted in other months,

as During the month 17 flights of fixed wing were run.

b, Ore TPQ was requested.

€. 15 AO's were requested and received,

de 99 Med evacs were completed,

€e 9 C&C flights were used,

fe 137,140 pounds of cergo were lifted and 96% pessengers lifted,

&+« Three troop lifts wore executed,

T, Letivities/Desctivations/React ivations. None.

18, Training Repart. Lus ©. tiomabional commitments no training was
conducted by the Battslion, On 25 July selected personnel from H&S
Company and the rifle companies were sent to Ground Surveillance school
at Dong Ha for a period of 5 days.
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2 July 68, 2t OT15H-GempanyI™M" was chopped to OPCON 2rd Bn, 26th
Yarines,

A% OS05H Company "L" commenced helicopter 1lift to A-3 position.
The 1ift was completed at 0840H,

At 0825H Company "L" and the Bravo Command group assumed OPCON
of the A-3 position,

At 1930H elements of Company "I" while making a water »un at YD
169692 received small arms and automatie wegpons fire from an estimated
enemy squad locsted at YD 167695, Fire was returned with small armg
and antomatic wespons, 81mm mortar and artillery missions. 2 WIA's
med evees were sustained by the Company.

2July 68. At OS50CH elements of Company "K" at YD 168693 received
small arms and eutomatic weapons fire from the vicinity of Yp 171693,

fire was returnad with small arms, artillery and 81mm mortar missions,
7 WIA's were sustained.

At 0530H at YD 168692 the Bsttalion received 45-20 rounds of 60mm
mort ar fire from YD 155694, counter mortar missions were fired, 20
WIA's were sustained by the Battalion.

At 07001 Company "K" elements checked the general area of the
contect of 02050CH amd found 21 WA KIA's confirmed. The following
equipment was captured;

2  RPG-2 Lanchers 1 ChiCom Cal,30 Mahine Gun
4 AE-47's 2 SKS Carbines

5 RPG-2 rounds 6 ChiCom grenades

1 Entrenching ool 1 WA Pk

Mirc, 782 gear

At O815H Compary "I clome:ts sighted 8 WA at YD 469390, the
enemy “/eve equipped wit helm.te and flak jackets, The WA were taken
under f'ire by mortars sud art ilaery,

At 1045H the Bravo "ommnnd group chopped OFCOH of the 4£-3 pogition,

A% 1030H g searcn of Yac grea of contat at YD 169690 aigelosed
the following;

1 W4 KIA Con’ivmed, 1 AX-47 v/megazine

3 ChiCom grenades 1 Gas mask

A prisoner of var was ceptured and fowarded to Regimental S-2,

4% 1145H Company "K" gighted spproximately 15 WA ai YD 155700
and engaged with artillery with unknown results.

At 1705H Company "M" elaments engaged 2 NVA in the open at YD
155700 with small arms fire, The pizs of the eremy unit was estimated
as 20-30 personnel, 1 check cf the ares disclosed the following;

10 WA XTA's Corfirmed 4 AK-47Ts

1 RPG-2 Launcher 11 AK-47 magazines

100 rovnds AK-47 ampinit on

Friemdiy casualties were 1 KA and 4 WIA's med evec.

o —
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A% 17208 Company "L" gighted 8-10 WA moving east to west at YD
31697, the W4 were taken under, the W4 returned fire and moved
trotwards Artillery missions were fired, A sweep of the srea disclosed
nothing sgignificant.

4t 20458 a Company "I" IP spotted 6 persons moving in a nartheast
direction at YD 174695, the IP engaged with small, arus, M-79's and
81mm martars with unknown results,

At 2330H o Ccmpany "L" ambush captured 1 WA at YD 177693, The
N4 was walking along a road when captured. 1 RPG-2 launcher and 3
ChiCom grenades were also captured.

3 July 5. 4t OBOOH Ccoapany "L" at YD 192695 while searching area were
taken unier fire by a squad sized enemy element with small arms and
automatic weepons fire, zrtillery missions were called. Contagt was
broken dus to another operation, 1 friendly YIA was sustained,

At 025CH Company "M" reported that a search of the sres of contact
of 021705H disclosed 6 WA RIA's and the following weapons and

equipment
1 RPG-2 Launcher 1 RPG-2 round
1 AK-47 4 6 ChiCom grenades

At 0925H Company "M" received 15-20 rounds of 60mm mertar fire
from a azmiuth of 6000 nils and a distance of 200-300 meters, no
casualties were sustained. £ ccunter mortar mission was fired with
unknown results.

4t 1000H Company "Y' elements at YD 169696 found 1 Claymore type
wmine in gz bunker. The wine was turned into S-2,

At 1145H Company "I elemants at YD 166694 discovered 48 tunkers
and the following equipment ani ordnance;

1 Gas mask 3 ChiCom grenades
50 12.7 cal. MG rourds 150  4K-47 rounds
1 A Pe mime Various medical gear

1 AT, wine

The bunkers and ammanition were destroyed, the A.T. mine was
turned into S-2,

At 1630H Company "I" found 2nd destroyed a bunker at YD 152692,

At 1845H Company "L" gt YD 158703 discovered a DH-10 mine with
a commuand detonated device. The mine was found in a 0ld destroyed
pagoda, the mine operated on » pressure release system =nd had a wire
leading to a spider hole 45 meters away . As the mine appeared to be
booby trapped it was destroyed in place.

At 2115H o Company "L" IP observed 8 WA moving towards their
lineg, the NV. divided into two groups. The IP engaged with small arms
and grenades, the WA threw ChiCom grenades and withdrew., The area will
be checked at first light,

19
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R AT
./;,_\_’»'_qum(»_‘li}-.w-The.area,_of,,th,emg mpany "L" listening post corti-gt was
suecked with negative results.,

4t 063CH Company "I" found and destroyed 3 unkers at YD 56695,
tna following gear was ¢sptured;

3 Shovels 2 Picks

2 Gas masks 3 1bs of TNI

1 2AK-47 megasine

At 143CH Company "L" was chorped to OPCON 3d Marines.

2. July 68, At 087CY a element of Company "K" spcompanied by the
Battalion Commander made contact with a estimated platoon of WA g%
YD 156706. The MVA initiasted contact with detonation of 5 command
detonated mine, €0mm mo=tar and small arms fire vhich resulted in
cacualiies to the poin: smizd. 24 40 was Tequested and meriar and artillery
miesicng wave fired. Thor the srrival of the A0, fived wing and gunships
Company "K" marewered L0 crmicit the contact and Tecaer cagialties.
Movement w5 Limiteds "he BWA urit was estimabed to b sirrozimately
50-7C pereonnel in well dug in positions and supported v 60um mortars.
Casualties were extracted under the cover of supporting air and artillery,
contact was broken snd Company "K' returned to its orginal position at
140G, Wi casualties were 15 W4 KIA's Confirmed. Friendly casualties
were 2 KlA's and ' WIA's med evac.

At 153CH the Battalion received 12 60mm mortar rourds, a counter
mortar mission was fived sith ua%rown reasnlts.

t 1740 Cowpany "I cwgerred 4 IVA in the open, the Wi wag
engaged with srall arms: Fire i killed, 4 M4 KIA Confirmed.

A 201 Compary 70 toaiiand W0-15 rovrds o 60mm mortar fira
from o ~zimuth of 540C rals. i rownds imgacted wact of tha Companys
positict., no casualiic. ware . n, a counter mertar migslon was 7irced.

6 Tuly 68, At 1900H tue B.b%..ion was chopped bo OPOSK 58 darines, in
the Ngpoleon/Satire AZ,

7 Juzy 8- Mo gignifiran: e enus.
8 Jaly €8. No significens evenis.
2 July 68. 4% 10007 the Bastalion was chopped to OPCUY 5¢ ifardiv,

18 udvy 68 The Bastali~n xodiu2d to Cua Viet and mored to Qang
Tri for the S.T.R.E. nicureT.

Jiduly 68. The Ba'ialion antmicksd and moved from Quang Tri to
Uarn 0, J. Carroll and a5 1590 was chopped to OPCON 3d Marines,

e [UESSIF
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J2July 68. At 0900H the Battalion departed Camp Carroll in accocdame
with 3d Marines Frag Order 16-68, Company "M" was chopped to CPCON
3d Bn, 4th Marines.

At 1200H the 1st Platoon, Company "L" chopped to OPCON Tagk Farce
Hotel,

4% 1225H at YD 074576, Company "IM received 30 Younds o7 50mm
wrigr fire from YD 062592, a artillery mission was fired, 4 WIA's wem
saEs aim de

At 1800H Company "I" discovered the following equipment at YD 072593;

1 LAM 1 45Cal pistol

1 M-16 1 M-26 grenades

1 CS grenade 1 82mm Mortar w/bipod znd base
2  ChiCom gren.ies plate

1 DH-10 mine 1 AN/PRC 93 radio

1 A/PRC.25 radio 15 AK-AT magazines

13 July 68, At 1230H Company "I" at YD 065594 discovered the following
items Of 782 gear and ordnamce in a bunker complex;

13 ChiCom grenades 92 82mm mortar remndsi
300 AK-47 rounds 20 Cans, inerer-.its, 82mm Marts
2  RPG-2 rounds 4 Cans, increi. ntsy 60mm Mortar

Misc. 782 gear
A% 1330H Company "I" found the temaing of a Marine gt YD 067593, the
boady was med evaced.

14 July 68. At 0700H Company "I" found the remains of a Marine in the
vicinity of YD 067593, the body was med evaced.

A% OTOOH Cempany "I elements found the following equipment g*-
YL 0675%5;

1 M-16 Rifle {Camagad) 3 Canteens
*  Knife szb ar) 1 Coupass (danaged)
¢ H-q6 argazines 2 M-26 grenzdss

4.1 wegoons wore forvgrded to S-2,
At 0915H Compery "IV received 2 rounds of €2mm mo~tar fire from the
vicinity of 06535y, coaiter wrbyr uigsions were fired with vnkaown
results,

At 4105H Comzany "." 1 :iv2d 2 rounds of 60rm neetzs axd 6 rannds
o 60mm morlg: £ire fovs g vicinity of YD 069605, artiilery and
“rxed wing missions were called with unknown resulis.

At 1615H Company "M" returned to OPCON of the Battalion.

At 16458 Company "K" reparted finding the following equipment and
awdnance in a bunker comlex at YD 057588;

100 82mm Mwrtar rounds 35 * AP, rifle grenades
50  TPugee rer 60um mortar . 18 Cans ircrements for 82mm Mertar
12  RPG-2 chargss 8  shovels
1 Pick 500 Rounds, 30cal linked
5 9800 Small erms rounds 10  RPG-2 rcandc
24
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100 7,62 rcandsg WJ 100 ChiCom grenades
500 1bs of rice 3  Water eans (NW4)
2 Gas masks (W34) 1 60mm mortgr tube
Approximately 75 bunkers were found, many with false Yottoms. All
tiingnce was degtroyed,
4% 1730H Company "I" at YD 068594 received 8 rounds of 60mm aarter
1i7c, cownter nortar miz=isng were fired, no casualties were wsiasizned,

? 5 2ig5H Company "I' eiomarvs sighted 3 WA through the use of 2
! cterlight scope; a artillery mission was fired. The area will be checked
i &t first light. ,
15 July 68, At 1000F Corpany "I' returned to Camp Carroll.
L5 12007 Rhe Tt ilor assvmed responsibility for Sparrow Hawk and
| Bgld eogic.
‘ AL 22070 3 Marime {uoem H&S Company was injurad by T aonel when
a 1955mm round Lurst over thc Battzlion position,

A0 July €8, Between ths hours of 0630H and 0900E Corpary "K" discovered
2 banlers ar 10 057958, eath “urker was largw encegh g 20 people.
The Munkers weve degiroyed.

17 July 68. At 1945H Company "M" returned to Camp Carroil,

18 July 68. At 130CH Company "K' and the Bravo Command groun were
OrCON to the 3d Mgrines.

19 32y 58, At 08CIT the Bobtalion departed in accardarce with %3
Varin.e (pergtion Cra.» 5.5,
L 2 DT ~s

At SO0k the st vave isnde
ewcuaTgL e,

Av 0674 LY Bugma vag seiaced,

A a%0n soemerts of Gonpagy TIM g T 02856¢ fasal b bunkers,
T nslot wyas £hun? Do fiwe o Talse bothcw wnich comueiasd the folloving
parts to o 50t pack hosihher;

VS S U N e sie) o}
i

A
“lde
in L% Buzzz~d, no cppesition was

[ ST

£ - Y

1 'wadic 1 Dage

2 “hecis 1 JFlevgbing nebaain,

L vgbterioa 1 Pair fiel” g -s3s

Tiearlne gesr £ T < howitzer
22 July €8, &% 09205 clemais of Company "I at YD 027602 found 47
unkers and the folloviag wdasnsze and equipmernis

1 Sub asveniiv Y4 THum prot hovitzer

5 7Hmn pack howitmew cradles

22
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Blevat ing mechanism 2 wooden spoked vheels
Breach assemblies for 75mm pack howitzer

Sight assemblies

Serewdriversa 4 Pusge wrenthes

10"X1" steel pins 2  Shell extractors

0i1 grease_gun t  Landyard

75mm Peck fowitzer barrel 4  Spools of wire

26 rounds,75mm Ammnition

e The bunkers were destroyed and all equipment turned into S-2.

A e NN NN -

At 163CH Company "I" found a second barrel for a 75mm pack howitzer
in a bunker in the vicinity of YD 027598, the bunker had a fire post
ariented in the direction of Camp Carroll,

At 2030H Company "I" elemonts obgerved a pergon moving gpproximately
50 meters in fron tof their lines gnd engaged with small arms and M-79's,
The area will be checked at first light.

21 July 68. 4t CzOH Company '"I" discovered 13 living tunkers and 1
gr 10 ers bunker for a 75mm pack howitzer at YD 026593, 12 additional
Wl 2o rme found later in the same vicinity. A1l bunkers were destroyed.

Vo significant events.
£

2% July 68. No significant events.

24 July 68, At 1100H elements of Comany "L" discovered approximitely
75 bunkers and fighting holes in the vicinity of YD 023614, the bunkers
vwere checked for false bottoms and destroyend,

At 1725H 2 platoons of Compeny M wish attachments were chopped to
CPCON of the Bravo Cormand group. ‘

25 July 68. [t 14008 Company "L" elements found a utility cover at
YL 001596, thc cover was camoflaged and looked to be old.

26 July 68. At 0855 Companics "L", and "I" gnd the 4lpha Commead group
commenced = heli-1lift to Camp Carroll, the Lift was compietcl at 1050H,
1 platoon and a 8tmm morter scetion were left on position,

At 23400 elements of Comany "M" on Dong Ha mountain reported
suspected enemy movement in the vicinity of YD 020594 and YD 065593,
4 100% alert was ardered and artillery misslons were fired st possible
cacuy assenbly area and avermes of approach e

£-uly 68. At 1400H Companies "L" and "I", with the L1phg Cemmend
gj.‘u‘léﬁ commenced a heli-1lift to LZ Margo, the 1lift was completed at
1

5508 without incident end the LZ was consolidated.

23‘
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Company "M" (=) and Company "X" and the Bravo Command group oontima. .
the mission of defending Fire Support Base Joan,

&5 17001 Company "I elements found a path leading to the river in
“he vieinity of XD 906611, 30 feet of the path had steps and bamboo hamd
ails, the path appeared to be well uged,

28 July 68. L4t 1200 Commany "I" found 7 fighting holes in the vicinity
of XD 897615 running parallel and approximately 100 meters from the
river, the holes were well crmoflaged and was a good ambush position,

L% 14150 Company "L" reported 3 WIA's from a U,S. type 4.P. mine
at XD 900615, a med evac was c¢alled and completed at 1545H,

431445 the platoon of Company "M' on Dong Ha mountain was relieved
by o unit from-Company '"H", 2nd Ba, 3d Marines snd wag 1ifted to Fire
Support Base Joan,

4% 15300 I, Col, V. H, BITES relieved It, Col. J. W. MARSH as
Comnzre ing fficer, 3d Battalion, 3d Marines.

Lt 1845H 1Z Mango was completed and operational as a Fire Support

B_q,’»! Y

cTL T 45 0200E Company "L reported movement spproximately 15

<
[ e

nioer s o foert of thelv lires at XD 900600, M-79's vere fired at
poer vt olnhogpkinona 1Toasultig,

Lo 07502 after s recon by fire, the area of suspected movement in
frort of Gompeny "I" wes soarched and blood trails were found,

4t 0900H Gompany "I" fourd 3 grass lean-to type shelters terraced
with rock tops at XD 905900, the site hal not been used recently,

L5 0900H L Mgrine from Corpany "L" stepped on a US type mine
at XD 902610 resulting in 1 VIA, 4 med evee was called and comlleted
at 1015k,

£t 1205H Compaiy '1" observed 1 individual sitting in the open
at 1D 896609, A 81mn mortasr mission was fired with good target coverage
with unknown results,

30 July 68, At 0830H Company "I" elements discovered a trail junstion
at XD 897624, wre trail was followed, the trail ran through coordniatea
XD 893622y XD 893619, X2 634547 and XD 897617. The trail was made

with reinforced steps with a handrail, at the end of the trail there
were a series of fighting holes. The position had not been used far
several months.

At 2130H Company "I" elerents observed the movementof 2-3 persons
in the vieinity of YD 102622, Artillery and 81mm mortar rissions were
fired with good target eower:ge. The area will be checked at first
light,

At 22171 Company "L" reported 2 explésions believed to be frag
grenages approximately 75 weters in front of the lines. Approximate 1y
5 mimites later, lights were reported moving away from the 1lines in
8 southwest direction approximately 125 meters from their position,
the lines were glexted,

“ -y UNCLASSIFIED
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Ziselrele At 0915H a Company "I' patrol shecked the aies whare
nriarant was observed the night befare, a trail runring noctheast was
* i, The trail ha sieps and handrails. Footprintg were found st XD
159, At XD 9046273 A campfire and huts were found, the carpfire wyag
"2 hnwrs cld. Th2 bave hal been used the night before, ai’ rots were
Gessroyed.

A% 1800E Company " r2rol & 34mm mrtar migsion in the viginit:-
of XD 9143595, a sceond~ry cxnlosion was oObsaerved,

At 200CH Coupany "/ obsarved 4 NV4 in the vieinity of /D 898608,
noving towvard frienils poviticns, 1 WA was carrying a vifie. Moverent
centimed until 21450 Wz g 60um worsar mission was fired and a frag
grenad~ thrown, me-cr:nt ceased.

BT Loreay T in ke vicinity of XD 992621 hesrd movemont
Lo ton™ acsine o, 4 oxsillevy rdssion was fired with unkiown re slts,

-4
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HEADQUARTERS
3d Battalion, 3d Marines
38 Marine Division (Rein) FMP

- FPO San Frarcisco, California 96602

a

B.tnolion Frag Order 12-68

Tine

Cooy of

Cepies

Camp Carroll, RVN

12 July, 68

Retsrences: (a) 3d Marines Frag Order 16-68.
(b) Map 1:50,000 AMS Sheet 6342 1

Task Organiz gt ion,

3d Battalion, 3d Marines

Ccomany "I" (Rein).

bet, Btry "Cv, 1/12 (0 Team)
Dzb. 81mm Morta P1t, (FO Team)
De 32 Eng Bn.

Z€>. ~nCo, 3d 'z {Snipers)
FADACP Tean.

paw "KM (Rein).
Dev, Htuy ¢ 1/12
Deiie B mm Mot gan 575 .
Det. 3 Wiz b,

Det. ¥g. To, 3d M:r,
FaAC?r CP Tean

5

tQ

]

Soupaiy LM (Rein).
Daw, Btoy "cv o 4/1p
Det, 81m Mortnr I 1t,
Det. 24 Eng Bn.

Det HQ. Co, 3d Mar,
TACP Tezm,

Comany "M' (Rein).
Det. Btry '"C", 1/12
Det, B81mm Mortar P1t,
Det, 3d Eng Bn

Det. HQ Co. 34 Mar.
TP Team

Lt. Col. J. W. MARSH

Capt, MCTIRNAN

1st Lt. IVERSON

st I STOKTS

1st It, LogaN

s O S 1D
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e Situstion.

a» Ernemy Farces,
(1) Current intelligence identifies the 64th Regt, VA
cperating in the area bounded by the NE carner of the 3d Marines

£0 and the western side of the 9th Marine AO. Operating east of
the 3d Marine 40 is the 27th Ind. Bn. Around the area of Cam Lo,
Cperates the Cam Lo VC Company.

(2) Incidents of the last few days have increased along
Route #9, indicating small groups of enemy in close proximity to
Camp Carroll, These incidents have included interdiction of Route
#9 convoys by small arms fire and indirect fire weapons.

« Friendly Farces.
(1) 2/ establishes 4 COB at Than San Lam, provides security
of Route #9 in 3d Marines A0, Camp Carroll and Khe Ghia, provides

Bald Eagle and Sparrow Hawk at Camp Carroll., Provides security
for road sweeps and convoy security. Be prepared to assist 3/3
(el Order-
(2) Artillery.
a) 3/12 in direct support of 3d Marines.
(v) Btry "B, 1/12 in direct support of 3/3,
(¢) Btry "A", 1/40 UsA refarcing fires to 3/12,

C. Attochments and Detachments.
(1) Effective 12090CH Company "M chops to Tagk Force

Hotel,

2o Mission . Conduct ambush/anti-infiltretion operations in
assigned 40 ( See Operations Overlay). Be prepared to conduct
cther operations as dircoted.

5+ oeoution,

t &) Concept of Operations. One Corpany moves through
Chjecti~e 4, sccures high ground in area of Objective B to
provide base of firec for support of the other two companies
crossing Cam Lo river to Objectives C and D, Other two comnanies,
on orfer, pass through Objective A, effect river crossing in
vicinity of YD 080588 snd move to assigned objectives and conduct
patrols and ambushes in AO as assigned.

(b) Company "I", On order move by truck to assembly grea in
vicinity of Objective A. On order effect river crossing in vicinity
~f YD 080588, secure Objecctive D and be Prepared to conduct further
patrol and ambush activities as ardered. Be prepared to suppart
movement of Company "K" to Objective C,

(c) Compzny "K". On order move by truck to assembly arca
in vicinity of Objective A. On order effect river crossing in
vicinity of YD 080588, secure Objective C and be prepered to
conduct further patrol and ambush activities es ardered, Be

27
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2cpared to support movement of Company "I" to Objective D,

{¢) Comoany "Lt At spproximately 083(H move by truck to
~winity of Objective A, Secure Objective A and B and be :n position
$0 provect river crossing at YD 080588, Be prepared to conduct
prerol and amhush activities south of Cam Lo river as direccted,

fa;

) Company "M', At 0900H move by helicopter to L% Sheppard.
Co dsparture Camp Cgrroil chop to OPCON Task Force Hotel.
\@) 81mm Mortar Platoon. Be prepared to support movement of
:tolion within sreas bounded by maximum effective range ficm

-
presens positicn at Camp Carroll,

(£) 106myRooiies: Bifle Platoon. Remain in presemt position
at Camp Corroil -5t Brsvo Conmand group.
(g) Gocraingiie Tarustions

g‘lj D Vgy -<2 Jily
\2) H hawr <2007
(3)
174300 July 68,
()

Tnrust poiizs - 341 Marine thrust rointg effective

Priarity cf srtillery fires will be with moving

~.oment except when v conbact. On contact, priority of fires
117ts to most hearily engzged unit as determined by S-3,

4. Adminigtration ari Leeistics,

5 Command ard Signal,

—— e

No Change.

a) Commard Eoup will wove initiglly with Company "I", On

order Comma.ad group will joii and

ANREY J "8 Operatiorel Overlny,

Teo A PINPFIRISOH

ML 3L Marine Corns

ce o

i

oy

[da}

mnove with Company "Iv,

J. ¥, MARSH
Licutenan ent Colonel U.S.M.C.
Coumanding
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HEADQD ARTFRS
3d Battalion, 3d Marines
3d Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

Copy _ of Copies
Camp Carroll, RVN
16 July, 68

BATT ALION OPERATION ORDER 13-68
Time Zore H

Reference: éa,) 3d Marines Operation Order 3-68
b) Map 1:50,000 AMS sheets 6242 I, 6242 II

1. Situation,

as BEnemy Forces.
(1) Current intelligence information lists an unidentified
WA Regiment ( believed to be the 2nd Regt. 339th Div,) operating

in the vicinity of Objective #413.

(2) Enemy incident experiemces of the past few weeks shows
60mm and 82mm mortar capabilities and small groups of enemy interdictary
mission of Route #9,

(3) The enemy can fight a delaying action and attempt to
esczpe through established infiltration routes in the area, probably
withdrewing towards the narth and narthwest while being covered by
sapporting weapons to include »rtillery and rear guard/ambush action,

b. Friendly Forces.
€)) 273 conducts search and clear operations between Matters
Ridge and the DMZ from east to west.

(2) 1/3 conducts search and clear operations along Matters
Ridge and Helicopter valley from east to west.
(3) 2nd MRVN Regiment conducts search and clesr operations
west of 3d Marine 0.
(4) 9th Marines conducts search amd clear operations east
of the 3d Marines AO,
(5) Artillery.
(a) 3/12 in direct support of 3d Marines.
(b) 4/12 provides reinfarcing fires to 3/12.

Ce Attachments =rd Detachments.
§1; Det. Comm £it, 3d Marines.

2) Det. Scout/Sniper P1t, 34 Marires.
3) HST Team, 3d Shore Party Battalion.
(4) Effective upon arder, Bravo Command group with Company
"K' ¢heps So 3d Marines. ( anticipated O70CH, 18 July 1968).
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{2) Initially Regizental Reserve. Be prepared to reinfarce ar
a2sire mission of either 1/3 or 2/3,

(b) On D+1 a D+2 be prepared to conduct helibarne assanlt to
secure LZ BUZZARD (YD 032604 ) and seize Objective #11,

(c) Be prepared to contime the attack and seize Objective #13
on arder,

(8) Be prepared to furnish one (1) rifle company (rein) with
Bravo Command group to execute helibarne assault to seize L7 CARDINAL
(XD 9461) and establish patrol base in the vicinity of Hill #461.

3. Execvtion.

a. Concept of Operations.

(1—} Scheme of mareuver, See Operstions Overlay.

(2) OnD Dgy and D+1 the Battalion will be the 3d Mer ines
Reserve, 4s such, the Battalion will be prepared to¢ reinfcrce a
assume the missions of the 1st ar 2nd Battalions.

(3) The Battolion will conduct a helibarne assealt landing
in LZ CARDINAL (XD $48524) with one (1) rifle company (rein) and
a small commanl group on D+1. This company will secure L7 C ARDINAL,
esinblisn a noTpany patrol bage and conduct patrols and establish
observation poets in the immediate vicinity,

{4) 0On D+2 tuc Batialion will conduct a helibcrne assault
landing in L3 BUZ2Ac% (YD C396C4) with three (3) rif’s companies.
The assamlt compeny will seciza the L7, The second company to land
will move eagtward from the 1% »nd searsh and clear the eastern
portion of the Dons I~ mountzin complex. The third company to land
will move wesiward _:.m the iZ to search cut spprozches to
Regimental Objective %11, Or D42 the Battalion will seize
Hegimentai Objective /1 ami v prepared to seize and ez cupy
Hegimental Objective #42.

b, Comp a,g_y_i_l: A% L-hmir on D42 laand in 17 Buzzerd. Secure
LZ BU27MRN. Be nrepared So epoort, reinfarce ar assure the
missions of Cempany "L" and/cr Company ",

c, Company '¥'., On arder on D+1 “and with the Buavo Command
group in LZ C:rding’, Secure LZ Cardinal and after consolidation
of 17 move to Jill #4641 (XD 946624), Bstablish a company patrol
base on Hill #461 and ccaduct patrols =nd establish observation
posts in the immedigte vicinity of Hill #461.

d. Company "L". "n D+2 Compeny "IM will follow Company "I"
into 1z Buzzari. Tpen sssembly and consolidation of the corpany
in the IZ, Joipary 77 will cre east of L2 Buzzard and establich
a company patucl hase in ths vicirnity ef ecordinates YD 036605,
From the jasecl base Tcmary ™ will conduct search and destroy
operet.ons o the peritea oF Loig Ta woantain from LZ Bigzard to
the east.

) Uil 51|20 |
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% Comany "M, On D+2, Company "M" will follow Company "L

into 1Z Buzzard. Upon assembly and consolidation of Company "M -
in the 17, Company "M" will on arder, move toward Regimerital
Objective #11 reconnitering approachs to the Objective. In the
absence of determined enemy registance on Regimental Objective
#11, Company "M" wi11 occupy Regimental Objective #11,

f. 8imm Mortar Platoon. At 17160(H July 68, sttach ome (1)
section of 81's to Company "K' for employment in 12 Cardinal

anc hill #4641, On D+2, move remaining two (2) sections and FIC

to L2 Buzzard to suppart operations on the Dong Ha Mount ain complex.
8- 106 RR Platoon. Effective at 07004 on D+1, one (1) gection
¥ill be on a 30 minute nlert to be heli-lifted $o L7 Cardinal/Hi1l
#461. On D+2 the alert will be expanded o two (2) sections, the
second section to be lifted to L7 Bugzzard if required,

h. Engineers. Engineer Platoon will be attached to Company "k
and carry out assigned missions in Ly Cardinal as prescribed by
Coy Bravo Command group,

i, Coordinating Instructions,
1) Supparting arms will be used to the maximm extent possible.

(2) Priacity of fires will be with mamsuver cempany. If in
contact, priority of fires will be with unit most heavily engaged
as directed by the Battalion Commander,

(3) Thrust points are as published by 3d Marines effective
15180@ July 68,

4) D-Day is 17 July
5) L-Hour for Company "K' is 181CCH July 68,

56) LHour for 3d Battalion (=) is 19070 July 68.

7) Hand held riot control rgents are authorized, Bulk
disiribution/desemination of CS rigt be approved by 3d Merines,

13" Pcaition reports will be submitted each hour to Battalion,

{2} Spo" cports will e submitted as they occur.

\ViC) Air panels and smoke will be utilized to mark lines for
air.

4e tliinigtration and Logisticg,

Ae Suppl .

(1) The source of supply is the Battalion S-4 representive,
gzi All resupply will be effected from IZ Stud,
3! Battalion unit digtribution will be in effect,
4) Prescribed loads carried w’il be in secardance with
established Battalion < © to include 5 MI'g and o minimim of
three (3) canteens of water upon denarture from Camp Carroll,

(5) Resupply will be ago caziished by helicopter from 15U,

12z Stud to the designated LZ's in e field,
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v6) Request foar resupply will be submitted to Battalion S-4
Tepreszntivey, L2 Stud, by 1100H daily,
(7) An emergercy package of Class I, Class V and water for ome (1)
rifie company will be staged at 1Z Stud. In the event that this
atkage is used, recongtitute immediately.
8) Emergency resupply requests will be gubmitted directly to the
Battalion Commander, with justifications.
9) Fmergercy medical supplies for 20 casualties will be staged
by the Battalion Surgzon for on call delivery to area of operations,

be COgptured Materisl.
(13 Particular attention will be devoted to liasion with the

Battalion S-2 representive far evapuation of captured materials.

(2) Prisoners will » evacuated to a Battalion collection
point, to be designated by S-2 representive upon arrival at LZ
Buzzard as rapidly as possible. Adcditional collection points will
be announced as available.

¢s Evecugtion and Hogpitglization, '

(1; An uvp to date med evec roster will be prepared by S-1.
Company "K" subnit roster to 5-1 priar to 060CH on D+1, The
remainder of the Battalion submit roster to S-1 prior to 060(H on
D+2, Deletions as a result of rotgtion, R&R and casualties will
be reported as scon as possible after individual leaves the field,
The 5-1 will provide the 5-3 with effective field strength at O7OH
dazi.ly.._Companies submit strength repart to S-1 by 0336H daily,

~. 12) Casualty-reperts will bg provided to S-1 not later than %
hour after the med =v.c is completed.

(3) Tnder normel civecunmstaces, casuglty evaruations will not
be sttempted until the encmy force at the point of contact has
Peon nenbralized.

(4% s11 cama'$ise Teguiriag evacuabion will be transported
to lompeay MM, 24 Malicau Betiallon at Deng Ha except severe head
woonds whach requine acwerlacis-l sttention, In thes® cases the
pesieats will be baken direculy to the howpital siip.

d, Kigcsllaneons.

\1' Spot sopatts will Me gubmitted as per occasion. Submit
initial x port with basic information as soon as possible, faeward
comlete information by folicw on report.

(2) Constzat police of Lz's will be emphasized, LZ's will be
kept clear of trasu; loose equipment =nd any matter that can be
swept Cuio helicopteor rotors.

(3’ Tooh urnit wi'l ensure that “he appropriate rumher of air
panels wiil be ceric to mark I7'n.

4, 411 water cprs, helisori-» slings and cgrgo retg will be
returned as expediticucly as v2.= . bvle,

33
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5. Command and Commnicgations.

: (2)

LZ Buzzard,.

a., Command.
(1) Command Group ALPHA will consist of;

"5) Engure that the maximum amourt of a casualty's 782 gear be

ivaguated with the individual to Dong Ha. All equipment that can
not be evacuated with the casuglty will be cached and returned to
L7 Stud sxpeditiously as possible for reingertion imto the supply

CO. w/ radio opergtor Corpseen

5-3 w/radio operatar S-1 representive
24 wf radio operastar Se2 Chief

14 w/ radio operatar S-4 representive
81mm P1t Cmdr, w/ radio operatar. HST team éjg
Sergeant Major Wire team (2
Commnicztions Tech, Joairnal clerk

Interpeter Radio operators (3)

Cheplin
Command Group BRAVO will consist of;
Executive Officer w/ radio operator.
144 w/ redio openatar.

244 w/ radio operatar.

Interpeter

S -2 representive.

S-4 representive

Carpsman

Journgl clerk

Wire Team (1)

Radio operators (4)

Sniper Squad leader.

ANNEXU/'.A".

FFICTAL

J. A. RINDFIEISH
¥ejor, USMC

5-3

Operztions Overlay.

( Admin, Bn,Regt,Tac.)

(3) Initial location of the Alpha Command Group will be

(4) Initial location of the Bravo Command Group will be
with Company "X",
b. Communicgtion gnd Electronics.
(1) Prequencies and call signs are as distribtuted by the
! Battalion Commnications Officer.

J. W, MARSH
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LNNEX "A" to Battalion Operations Order 13-68
Mapt Vietnam 1:50,000 AMS 6242 I, 6242 11
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HE ADQUARTERS
3d Battglion, 3d Marines
3d Marine Division, (Rein)FMF

{  FPO San Francisco, Califarnia 96602

Copy. af Copies
Camp Carroll, RVN
26 July 1968

Battalion Frag Order 14-68
Tire Zone H

Ref erence: Ea) 3d Marine Frag Order 24-68
b) Mep 1:50,000 AMS Sheets 6342 IV, 6342 I

1. Situation,

8. %ej‘_rm_l“_gc_e_a
1) Curremt intelligence reports an unidentified N3
Battalion operating in the western portion of the Cam Io River

valley, Current intelligence also reparts the possibility of the
WA 308th Division Headquarters being located somewhere in the Cam
Lo River valley.

(2) Fremy initialed incidents of the past few weeks in
the 3d Marine A0 shows 82um and 60mm martar capabilities and smgll
groups of eremy indiceting interdictary missions against Route #9,

(2) BExperiences of the 9th and 4th Marines and the 2nd
ARVN regiments operating to the east znd south of the 3d Marines
40 respectively show sizeable enemy fortes capable of offensive _
action or determined resistance, It is anticipated the enemy will
fight a delaying action and attempt to escape through established
infiltrgtion routes in the area, probably withdrawing towicds the
north ar south while being covered by supporting weapons to include
artillery and rear gusrs/smbash actions.

b. I'riendly Farces.

(1) 1/3 condusts g helibarne assenlt commerc ing 27070CH
to seige 17 Beeky. Fstaghlich a possible FSB at 12 Becky, Conduct
seerch and des'roy oreralinns in and along the Cam Lo River Basin
and effect linl~up with 3/7 25 1Z Margo on order,

(2) 2/3 will be 3d Marines reserve effective 271400H and
contiTres present mission of Heute #9 security in 3d Marines AO,

(3) fridllerv.

2) 3/12 will provide direct suppart of 3d Marines
from FSB Joan, Margo and Camp Carroll,

(b) Det. 3/12 will provide direct support fires
from FSB Joan,

(4)  1st MAV provides air suppart,

* e
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Jttachments and Detachmerts.

Ui rlﬁ‘onpany "B' (-} 3d Eng. Bn. is attached on arder.

{2) Companies "K" and "I remain attached to Task Force Sierra.
(3) Rravo Command Group remains attached to Task Force Sicrra,

2, Mission. At 270700H 3/3 (-) becomes 3d Marines reserve prepsred
t¢ reinforee or assume the mission of 1/3. At 2714004 5/5 (-) will
conduct helibarne assanlt to seize L2 Margo, Establish a Fire
Support Base ab L2 Margo and be prepared to receive 2/12 NIT 28
July, Conduct limited scarch and destroy operations in TZCR being
prepared to link-up with 1/3 on arder,

3« Ekecution. '
a. Comort of Operationg,
z'li See Uporations Overlay,
2) 3/3 will land initially with two (2) companies to
seize 1Z Margo, and the high ground at XD 902609, Upon arrival of
the Battglion \-) in 77 Margo, observation posts will be established
at XD 909612, Hill #2535 { XD 897620 ) and ¥ill #202 (XD 894614)
and preparation of the FSB will be made to receive Btry 'C" 1/42
NI 28 uly-
b, Compgny "I", saitially will be Battalion rescrve prepared
to reinforce cr assisé Jompany 'IM in seisure of IZ Marzo, On
arder, establisi sz platoon sizad P on H2il # 253 (X0 £37620) and
a squad sizzt G2 ab i 005512, Lssume regponsibility of FSB Margo
from 11 C*clock, 3e prenanel oa cwder, to conduct limited patrols
within the Battaiion fA D,
e Compary "Kj Cores

Go  Coppargthil, won

 u3signed mission,

- o helivorne assanlt at 271400 4o seize

V7 Margo ana the aist cmortat Al 2D 902609, Upon arrival of
Geamanr "IN dir L3 gesuns persozion Tesponeibilivy of F33 Margo
Trom 2 Ulelock. On order establish a squad sized ® op Fill #202
JL 09464, Pz wrepsred to conduct linited patrols witzin the
Batiolion TAGE,

t3d wission.
iih o (1) sechion in 17 Margo,
ity of XD 903510 t¢ smrack

AR, Be preparcd to smpract 13

wIthit range o3paviliviag,
g. J106mr M Dlsiec i Mpintein one (1) section of i06's on
elot at 17 §tud Jor o very to FSB Margo on order,

C o Ae Zmpinzers. boprival ab 17 Margo, be prepared to liaison
vish advance party fweca Bixy "C ", 1/72 to determine reassigmentsg
hencasary to establish FSB largo, Prepare PSB Margo to receive
Btry "C", 1/12 FIT 23 July 68,

i. Coordin ting Iastruciions,
(1) Supperting arams will be used to the maximm extent
possible,

& L er SO
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-} Priority of fires will be with the mameuver comany, If in
:mbact, priority of fires will be with the most heavily engaged
:1ite as directed by the Battalion Cimmander.

\3) Thrust points are as publianen by 3@ Marines eff ective

: 151600 Huly 68 and include Cars 8763 and Frnit 8462,

E (4/ DDgy is 27 July 1968,

; 25) L-Hour for 3d Battalion (-) is 271400H July 68, ,

6) Hand held riot comtrol agents are amthorized. Bulk digtribution
or disemination of C3 mst be approved by 3d Marines. ’
7) Position reparts will be submitted each hour to Battalion,
8) Spot reports will be submitted as they occur, )
9), Air panels and smoke will be utilized to merk lines far air,
103 FCL Blue is established on arder.

11) Clock system will be used in defense of FSB Margo with grid
narth being 12 O'clock.

4. Adminigtration end Logistics,

a. ou lV. ;

1} The source of supply is the Battalion S-4 representive,

éj All resupply will be effected from 1Z Stud,

3] Battalion unit distribution will be in effect,

4) Frescribed loads carried will be in actordance with
established Battalion SOP to0 include 3 MI's and a minimm of three

3/ canteens of water upon departure of Camp Carroll.

5) Resuppiv will b2 sscomplished by helicopter from ISU,
L7 Stud to the Gesignated La's in the field,

(6) Requests for resupply will be submitted to the
Battalion S-4 representive by 1100H daily,

(7; 4An emergency package of Clgss I, Clagss V and water
for one (1) rifle company will be staged at 1Z Stud., In *he evens
ihat this package is used, reconstitute imrediately,

( e§ Emergemy resupply requests will be submitted directly
to the attalion Commander, with Justifications,

(9) Emergency medical supplies far 20 casualties will be
staged by the Battalion Surgeon for on call delivery to area of
operations.

- b. Captured Materi-l.

(1) Particular sttemtion will be devoted to linsion with
the Battalion 5-2 represontive for proper evacuation of captured
materialsg,

2) Prisoners will be evagcuated to a Battalion collection
point, to be designated by S-v upon arrival at LZ Margo as rgpidly
as possible, Additional collecetion pionts will be annourced as
available,

] MR C
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Brecugtion and Hogpitalization,
1) Anup to date med evae roster will be prepared by S-1,

iomrgnies submit roster to S-1 prior to 0700H 27 July, Deletions
s aresult of rotation, R&R and casualties will be reparted as
soon as possible after individual leaves the field, The S-1 will
provide the S-3 with effective field strength at O700H daily,
Companies will submit strength reparts to S-1 by 063GH daily,

(2) Casualty reports will be provided S-1 not later than 3
hour after med evac is completed.

(3) Under narmal cumst ances, casualty evacuations will not
be attempted until the enemy farce at the point of comtact has beem
neutrglized,

(4) 411 casmaltics requiring evacuation will bo transported
to Company "D", 3d Medical Bn at Dong Ha, except savere head wounds
which will be taken directly to the hospital ship.

d. Miscellansoug.
‘ (13 Spot reparts will be submitted as per occasion. Submit

initisl repart with basic information as soon as possible, faward
: complete information by follow on repart,
H (2) Constant police of 12's will be emphasized. 13's will be
kept clear of trash, loosc counipment and any metter that can be
swep"(’ into helicopter rcnuca.

3) Each unit will ersive that appropriate mimber of air panels
will be earried to pavy Th

(4; 411 waver canmy hiizoptor siings and cargo nets will be
returned ajelilifonclry ae possitle,
! (50 Megra L2947 ile nLaximmm amount of a casualty's 782 gear
he ovecuated with the individual to Dong Ha, A11 equipment that
cannot be evacuated with the casualty will be cached and returned
o 1Z Stud as expeditiously as possible for reinsertion into the
supply system,

S ——————

. Commsnd snd Communicationg.
as Command. Command Group ALPHA will consist of;

CO0, w/ radio operatar, S-3 w/ radio operatar.
24 w/ radio oporgtor. 14 w/ radio oparator.
81 P1t Cmdr, w/ radio operstor.

Sergeant Mgjor, Communic stions Tech.
Interpeter, Chaplin,

Corpsman. S-1 representive,

£~2 Cnier, S 4 representive.

b adio Gpersic s G HST Tean (3

lire Team o) Journal cleak {2)

(1) Initial locsbion of the Alpha Command group will be LZ
Iar o, '

be Comminicabtions ond Elxctronies. Frequencies and call signs
are as distributed by the Bsttalion Comminications Officer,

ARNEX fan Operation Overlqy, UN@[L[ASSHFUE@

MFFICI AL J.W.MRSH

-+ A RINDFIETSH Lieutenant Colonel, ngMd
lajor, USMC Conmanding
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» Ak "A" To Battalion Frag Order 14-68
Mzps: Vietnam 1:50,000 AMS Sheets 6342 IV, 6342 I

GFFICIAL

J. 4. RINDFLEISCH

Majar, U, S. Marine Carps
5-3

Lieutenant Colonel, U. S, Marine Carps

3
J. Y. MARSH
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