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l. DES1GHWATION CLHMANDER S
3d Murines(~) (Roinf) Colonel #. A, HULL Jelli July

Lioutenant Colonol V. . SLUARY
15-31 July

2., LUCALION. Ropublie of Viotnum.

3. | SUBOSDINATE UHILS

g G, 34 singy i.ag giautonzmt Co Be KRUCZAOWSKI

-8 July

lst Licutenunt Je¢ L. HICKRAN
9-31 July

lst 8n, 3d Marincs Lioytonont Colonel), C. V. Jattrian
1.3 July |

2nd on, 34 marines Licutonant Cqlonol 1. DAVIS
1«31 July

3d Bn, 34d murinos Licutwnunt Colonol J+ We hanSH
1-28 July
Licutonoant Colonol We H.e LATES
28~31 July _

lat Bu, ot darinog Licutenont Colonol a. Vaii WINKLE
14«26 July

e ICACHED UNIE

5o LAkt UvelCnis

xecviive LUfYicop Liocutanunt Golomal Ve Ko STuakl
i-lly July

& Chptum Ge Ge GIP&ON loe Ju1y
lot Lioutonint G, B, K3UCLnOwWSal
9«31 July '

& Major d. W, HaNRAR4N 1+23 July

ncloguro (1)
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GySgt Fo Jo FLOAIAN 23-26 July
Major Jo n, GUTHEINZ 27-31 July

#pajor Ve Co AOVEGNC 11-31 Jduly

ALO Mujor D. J¢ WIELY 1-31 July

Sw3h lat Lioutonont R. B. STONE
1-8 July

S-34/NBC Employmont Off 19t Lioutonwnt R« R. RICE
1-31 July

8=34/0BC Dofonso Off 1st Licutenunt Pe Jdo¢ WYMRS
1-18 July

S-34/Sniper P11t Lar 1st Licutenunt C¢ Ve SPalbi
1-18 July

S«3 Ln Off lst Licutonent De To #aDISON
1731 July

S=3 Ln Off 1st Licutenunt R. Te STONm
9-18 July

Sely fpjor B. W, #DAnS 120 July

Captain Ve £, WabwaCs 21-22 Jduly
Captain &, R. LENNON 23-31 July

S«la 1ot Licutcnent Jeo L. HICKRAW

1-8 July
Rogt Supply Off Coptain V. B, WallaCy 1«31 July
4pst Rogt Supply Off 2nd Licutenont R, w, HOWli
1-31 July
hsst Regt Supply/#mb Off lgt Lioutonunt F, H, GOSLi
1-3 July
MTO 1st Licutenwnt D. #, BILinViaOUR
1-6 July

GySgt Co & LaWlui 7-31 duly

Comm 0££ Ciptuln ae ae JulibdSume 127 July
Captain D, . KENT 7-.31 duly
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Aggt Gomm OfF

5-5

Regt Surgoon

Choplain

Hq Commandent

6o AVERAGE MONTHLY SURENGTH

 USMC USH
OFF/ENL OFF/ &NL
16 195 2 3

.*

end Licutwnint We Os WolDON
1-31 July

1lst Licutcnant W. M, PUGH
1-20 July

Licutonunt V. D. MASON, MDD, USH
1-30 July -
31 July

Commendor F. ds McaLISTHER, CHC, USH
126 July

Licutcnant Commonder He He BOWD,
CHC, USY 26-31 July

1st Licutonant C. B. KRUCZAOWSKIL
1«8 July

1st Licutonent J. L, HICKNAN
9-31 July

Enclosurc (1)
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Tho boginning of July found Third Murines "A" Commond
Group ot o forward command post vicinity dal Xa THI (YD 265671)
proparing for the upeoming Jones Creck oporations The remaindoer
of tho Roginwntal Heoudquartcrs Compuny wes comploting a displaco-
nont from Camp Kistlor, Cua Viot (YD 3445695) to Comp J.J.
Carroll (¥v 062547) in properation for Third lMarinos assumption
of rcsponsibility for tho LANCASTER 1L aroa of oporation,

On 2 July, Third Marinecs commoncod tho Jonos Crook operation

(a part of NAPOLEON/SeLIns) with its two battalions, 1/3 and
2/3, Tho schamo of monouver involved swoeping north along

Joncs Crcok to tho DiZ with 1/3 on the loft bonk-.ond 2/3 on

tho right bunk,"soizing o sorios of assignod objootivos. Tho
oporation wag in conjunction witn OParaTION THOR, o massgive

cir, arty and NGF uttonck on cnomy forcos/positions in and

around DMZ (Soe Third Harinos Ovorlay for Frag Ordor 1i=68).

1/3 wus diroctod to movo out first and was givon tho addit-
ional mission of uncovering tho LAL A¥ road cnd providing socurity
for 4RV onginoor offort on tho roud, but us it turncd out tho
ARVN coneclled thoir plans for work on tho road,. On L July,

1/3 made contact with an unknown sizec onomy fortce 2/3 cormcncod
attack on the 5th of July but did not mako cnomy contact until

6 July, Both'pushod on through tho NVA rosistunce (SAF, aWwF,
mortars, arty, RPG, ote.) scizing und sourching thoir cssignod
objocctives. 4 considerablo amount pf omegy goar was cupturcd
and tho NVA sufforoed significant losscg whilo 1/3 and 2/3
sustaincd rolatively fow casualtics. At 060600H, Third Marincs
assumcd oporational control of 3/3 and direetod tho battalion

to conmonco on attack on its assignod objoctives {on 2/3's

right flank) on 7 July. 3/3 solzod its objoctivos with mogative
contact, On 8 July tho phasing out of the Jonos Crocok oporut-
ion bogan, &ach of Third Murine'a battualions was helilifted
succossively to Quang Tri to undergo rochabilitation in the

SURE programe. Tho cumulativo totals for the Jones Crock
oporution woro:!

Friondly . &tonomy
16 KIA' 230>ﬁVA KIA
5 Wia (msD sVal) 7 NVa POW
27 Wia (1INOR) 29 IWC
8 CsWC |
Enelosuroc (1)
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~ On 9 July, Third Marinos torminatced tho Jonos Crcok opors
ation and pasgod responsibility for tho WAPOLSON/SALINE AO
to First Marinca offoetive 091200H., Tho "4" Commund Group
than holiliftod to Cump Corroll to commcne o plagning for
FULPL wrl GGIMENT OPurATIONS in LalCaSTER 1L 40, (During this
poriod of plonning Third Marinos was dosignatod as division
PCICrVo) .

4t 092200H, Third Harinos ussumod OPCON of G/2/L and tho
following day at 0830H assumod OPCON of D/1/l and D/1/9., #lso
at 100830H, Third Marines assunocd responsibility for tho Law-
CasSTiR II 40,

Camp Curroll roccived 6 rnds 75w arty on tho morning of
the 10th, Nogativo casucltics wero sustaincd in this cnomy
wolcome gesture to tho Rogiment,

At 101800H, aftor 2/3 had movod into position at Thon Son
Lam, Camp Curroll, und along Rt#9, Third iarinos passcd oporate
ional control of G/2/l, D/1/L ond D/1/9 to highor ecmmand,
Third Marines diroctod 2/3 to agsumo rosponsibiltiy for tho
defenso of Thon Son Lam and Camp Curroll, to provido gceurity
for convoys travoling along Rt#9, and to doesignato a company
as Sparrow Huwk and Bald Baglo foreo in tho Rogimontal 40,

On 11 July, 33 arrived at Camp Curroll and rolicved 2/3
of rogponsibility for the Camp Carroll dofonsos

On 12 July, Third Merincs issuod Frag Ordor 15-68 diroccting
3/3 to commonco an ambush/mnti-infiltrotion operation north
of Rt#¥9 wnd tho Cum Lo diver (Sco Overluay to Frag Ordor 15-68)
and 2/3 to roassumc rosponsibility for Camp CGurroll dofonsc,
Sparrow Hawk and Bald fngle, On tho samc day at 12004, Third
Marinos passed OPCOW of 11/3/3 to Task Forcc Hotel,

4t 141600H, Third Marincs assumecd OPCON 1/1(~) and dircetod
1/1(-) to roliovo 2/3 of its dofonso and soeurity mission,
thus anabling 2/3 to commcnco planning and proparation for
the upcoming MULTI-REGIHENT Oporution, &t LYI7USH, Third
Marines roagsumed OPCON M/3/3 from Task Forco Hotol,

Moanwhilo 3/3 continuod its anti-infiltration mission in
its wgsigned 40, whore thoy rocoivod sporadic mortar firo,
Thoy located cnamy positions, ordnenco, and oquipmont and
rocovered tho bodios of 2 rocon team mombors who had boon
killod in an oarlior oporction in that aroa., Effcctive 1508004,

Enclosurc (1)
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Third Marinos dircctod 3/3 to torminato the unti~infiltration
oporation and roturncd vo Cump Carroll to proparc for tho
upcoming opcration, 3/3 wus &lso dircctoed to ussume tho

- Sparrow Hawk and Bald fZaglc responsibilitios,

at 161200H, Third #arincs assumcd 0PCON 1/3 from Task Forco
Hotol but allowod 1/3 to romcin vie L4 Stud to continuo pluns
and proparations until thoy jumped off on tho oporation,

on D-Day, 17 July, thc OPui.LTON LaNCuSTER II July commenced
with forces from 2nd sdVH Rogimont attucking objoctives on
Third karinog loft flunk and Ninth Marino units attacking on
tho right flank. &t 171400H, 2/3 holiliftod to LZ Faloon
(YD 032642) and moved to soizo obj 5 (under light S&F and
mortar fire) as diroetcd by Third Horinos Operation Order 3-68
(Soc Oporction Overlay to Op Ordor 3-68),

On tho morning of the 18th (D+1), 1/3 holiliftod to Lz
Crow and commecncod cn asseult on obj 7. &t 1354H, K/3/3 with
tho battalion "B" Commend Group, dosignatod Tosk Force Siorra,
landed at LZ Cardinal and eommoncod soizuro of obj 15 in ordor
to obsorvo any cnomy movoment in or out of tho rogimcntal 40
on tho left flank,

4% 190830H (D+2), 3/3(=) was 1liftcd into LZ Buzzourd (YD 0360)
to commonco acasault on obj 1ll, '

In tho poriod 17~25 July, the rogimont's throo battullons
succossivoly soizod and sceurod thoir assignod objoctives in
the "futtors Hiadgo", "Holicoptor Velley" and "Dong He Hountain®
arcn, berrain through which U.S. forco had not oporuatod in
ovor a year, Virtually no contuct was mado as 1/3, 2/3, and
3/3 soizod their ussignod objoetivoes (1/3«objectives #7, #9,
#17; 2/3 - objoctivos if5, #1l, and #3; 3/3 = objoctivos #1l
and #13). The battalions cleuared awnmorous landing zonecs and
located and dostroycd many onomy bunkor complcexos and baso
camps. & considcrable amount of cnomy gear and ordnanco
wes cupturods Of particular significunce worce 2 - 75im pack
howitzors capturod by 1/3/3 vic Dong Ha ¥Mtn, %Thesc howitzers
arc bolicoved to be the .same ones that had harassed Conp Curroll
with sporadic firo for months, Losgsos for tho period werod

Friondly » Ency

5 Kla " 33 WVa &la
26 Wia (uwD £VAC) Iy IWC

9 WIa (MINOR) = 3 CSWe

(Noto = two of tho friondly casualties woro sustuincd during
rocket attacks on 1/1 at Thon Son Lam), )
lncloasurc (1)
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At 221610H, Task Forece Siorra was heliliftod to LZ Joan
to socuro tho aroca and cstablish a Firo Support Baso thoro
for continucd oporations to tho West, DlNcuanwhilec 3/3 had beon
tuskod to dovolop a permencent OP position on Dong Ha Mtn and
vas commencing work to fulfill that mission. "

On 25 July 2/3 was holiliftod baolf to Thon Son Lam in ordor
that 1/1(=) cpuld bo rclicved of its socurity mission,

On 26 July, Third Morinos diroctod 2/3 to rolieve 1/1(-),
4% 260900H, Third Harinos passod OPCON 1/1(~) to highor command
and gavo 2/3 tho dofunso, sccurity, Sparrow Hewk, and Bald
Eaglo missions, P .

a4t 271028H, 1/3 heliliftod to LZ Bocky in acgordanco with
Third Marinos Frag Order 24«68 (Sce Overlay to Fpag Ordor 24~68)
to conduct a two buttalion scwrch and destroy pporation in
tho Cam Lo River Busin, In tho afterfjoon of the 27th, 3/3(-)
liftcd to LZ Mexrgo to provide a blocking force and devolop a
firo basc to support futuro oporations., 2/3 was dosignated
regimental resorve, The oporation continuod through the ond
of tho month without any significant contact., 1/3 and 3/3
cxporicneod minor probos, but tho NVA rofrained from ncking
contact, During tho oporation numorous ncw landing zonos to
facilitato fuburc oporations woro doveolopod, many socurity
bunkor complcexces wero dostroycd, wund ocnany infiltration routoes
wore oxplorod. 4o the month cudod, 34 Harinos wero moking
pluns to withdraw its boattoliong from tib ficld and bogan
looking ahcad to futurd oporations,

Eelosurc (1)
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SugUBNTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICanT aAVHENTS
1, Combat Miggions 4ssignod:

(n) Oporation Jonos Crook 021201H = 090600H July 68, 3d
Marinos conduct combut oporations with a (3) battelion swoop
up Jonos Crock to locate and dostroy cnamy forccs, fortificat-
ions, installations und supplics. Frovido security for ARVN
Engincor Bn conducting improvemonts on Lai foad. YSoo 34 Marinos
Frag 11~68 (Oporutions Ovorlay).

(b) Upon conclusion of Oporation Jdoncs Orock tho 34 Marinos
commencod doployment to Cump Carroll, Kho Ghia, and Thon Son
Lam asg Division Resorve. The 3 organie battalions woro pussod
to CG, 3d Mar Div for OPCON tamporarily whilc undorgoing tho
SURE Progrem. Upon conclusion of tho SURE Program the battalions
comnaneod thoir doploymont. Ono battulion wus doployod to
L% Stud ond Gy Lu and onc battalion to Thon Son Lam, Units
operatod in thoir assignod areas. 3d Marines' Hoadquartors,
with ono babttalion, was busoed at Cuanp Carroll-ind ussighod
to oporate in the aroa south of fouto 9. The posturo, as
outlinod, was maintained during poriod 101200H - 1706008
and planning for o MULTI-REGINZNT OPERATION was initiated,

(¢) Oporation LadCASTwdt IT, July

3d Marinos (Roinf) conduet scurch and destroy operation
in assignod arca to locube and destroy onany forcos, fortificat-
ions, supply cuaches and bo prepared to support 2nd ARVAY Kogiment
by firc or manouvoer,

2, Significant Opcrutiong Coverode

Sce puragraph 1 ubove,.

3., Coaualtics Inflictod on tho inomy.

Opn_Jdongg Creok Opn Lancustor 11 fot

(a) Confirmod #VA/VC Kla 220 33 25"
(b) uVa PW ' 7 0 J
(¢) Dotainoccs (Unclassifiod) ‘2 0
(d) Detainoccs Rolouscd as b 0

Innocont Civiliwns
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e Coupucltieg Sugstained. ’

KIA CwWla (i) EVAC) W14 (MINOk) MIA
3 -8 11 0
L
5. Now Toechnigucs melOVOd. Nonao, By K

6. Gonmund Rolationg.

(a) During the poriod 01 - 091400H July, tho 3d Marinocs
were OPCON to CG, 3a wsar Div,

~ (b) During the poriod 091401H to 312400H July, the 3d
Marinos woerce OPCON to Task Forco Hotel of tho 34 Mar Div,

T« Eguipment. 4llowence of T/E equipment supporting Hoade
quartors Third Marines was consldored adoguatos Mo rocommonde
ations for mcdification of allowunces woro roccivoed during
this poriod,

8., Logistics

(a) Gonersl. Logisticiully, July waus a vory bilg opcrational
month, The transportation of supplics and fguipment to und
from Units cnvolved in opcration Lancasgter II, July was its
solf a major oporction, 4All classcs of suppliocs wore air-
lifted out of LZ Stud and the L4 at Cump Curroll for tho ovor
all support of 1/3 ~ 2/3 -und 3/3. For the poriod 18 July
to 29 July « total of over 1,000,000 pounds of rosupply was
airliftced by Holicopter to the wnits in the ficld, From 1
July to 31 July a largo amount of supplios was transportcd
from Dong Ha to Cump Carroll by truck. This cncludced frosh
chow for tho Rogimontal mcsshall,

(b) Supply.

(1) PFLSG-B ut Dong Ha remainod the primary sourco
for 2ll clusscs of guppliocs.

(2) Probloms continucd to cxist in obtuining ccertain
cluss II itams such as repair purts for motor transport and
comunications oquipncnt, Gonorally all othor classcs of supply
wore avallable providing transportation could be arranged to
deliver tho itoms where needod.

(¢) Svacuation and Hospitclization. Tho Rogluontul Aid
Station provided routine medicul troatment and ewsrgoency
first aid, Sorioug casocs wore cvucuatod to Delicdical Company
for troatmont ‘and furtnor cvoéuation,

tnelosurc (1)
11 SECRET
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(a) Transportaiion.

(1)  3d warincs hes & truck platoon congisting of
(15) 21/2 ton trucks, (9) cargo trailers, and (1) wreckor
from 34 wotors, for genoral support. During this poriod 1
July to 31 July tho truck platoon was utilizod for troop movos
busod on the tucticul situation of Oporution Lancastor gIc
4lso during this poriod lurgo amounts of supplios woro movod
from Dong Ha to Camp Carroll., uuring tho last few duys of
July whilc still in oporation Lancastor II (3) 21/2 ton trucks
were in support of 1/3 ~ 2/3 - 3/3 at LZ Stud.

(2) Tho Hoadguartors Company Motor Transport scetion
maintained generdl support of the fogimental Houdguarters. f%ho
motor trunsport soction had somo problans aguiring sparo purts
and battorios from the supply sourco,

(c) Sorvico.

(1) Construction, Wo construction was accomplished
during this period duoe to tacticul commitmont,

(2) Waintominco., Problems continucd to oxist in
obtaining certuin first and sccond echclon repuair parts.

(3) Luundry Sorvice from Victnaueso Civiliwns ostublishe
ment in Cum Lo was vory satisfuctory,

(4) Sonitution for the month of July at Canp Curroll
has beon unsatisfactory. ©Somc of the reasons are o shortuge
of porsonnel plus tho fuct that wo just moved in the arec atb
tho beoginning of the month. The biggost problom is poor policing.
inadequato houd fucilities and showers., The houds nced now
buckets and fly proofing, the showors need now soukuge pits,
The moss hall has boen and is still a problas primcrily bocuuse
of a lack of cooks and more supoervisery personncl,

9. Civic asction. Honc.
10, Adninigtrution.

(a) administrative personnol roceived on tho job troining
during this poriod.

(b) Discipline. o disciplinary action during this period.

Inclosurc (1)
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(¢) Specil a’Services provided:

(1) Stationery kits
(2) Gume kits including athletic recroation equipment
(3) Nightly wmotion pictures when posible
(44) Proe soda und beer '
(d) Post bxchange facilities were availuble ut Camp
Carroll and continued to carry basic health and comfort items
and other merchandise,

(e) 4 postal unit from the Division Post Office was in
operution and gserved all units,

11, Eorgonnel

(a) There is a critical shortugc ofé 9999 First Sergeant,
8421 Carcer advisor,

(b) Swuncry:

(1) Guins: 6 MCOff 21 wCenl 2 USNOFE O USianl
(2) Lossces:l0 #00ff 20 iCinl 2 Ushorr 0 USHNbnl
(3) Honthly uverage strength
16 MCOPff 195 mCmnl 2 USNOLEf 3 Usilmnl
(4) wet loss/yuin:
/0 aCofr 0/1 wuCEnl 0/0 USNJEL 0/0 USEnl
(5) ©Hmergoncy loave., 3

(c) 4&wards. During the reporting period the following
awurds were presentod! . , L

13 Purplo Hoarts

1 air Strike/Flight medal

1 Lotter of wuppreciation .

2 Crossoes of Gallantry (RVa)

(d) sorale is considered to be from excellent to outstanding.
Tho R & R progrum and the motion pictures wore contributing
factors, Thero wore 13 out of country ond § in country R & B
quotas used during this period. .

(¢) Chaplain:
(1) Sunday Sorvices
.‘ﬁp) 4 Protestant 103 Attendance
(b) 4 Catholic © 70 attendanco .
(e) 4 Luttor Day Saint 12 attendance o

inelosuro (1)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

SECRET
(2) Professional Counsoclling Caosos = 32.
12 . lntgllig CnC Qe

(a) Sigpificant Hvontse. During tho ocurly part of July,
thoro was one cngagancnt with tho wvnamy. This occurred in
tho Napoleon/Saline 40 during tho 3d uarine's special operat-
ion along tho Song ben Hgu (Jones Crock). Tho cnomy savoidced
contact for tho ranaindeor of the month, as the 3d Marines
cgnductod operutions in tho Northern portion of tho Luncastor
a0, -

(1) The Jonos Croock emgaguuont comacnced on tho 2nd,
at Lai an (YD 2472), and lastod until the 9th. Tho onemy
forco oncountered is boliovod to havo boon tho cntiro L8th
Rogiment, busod on the sizo of tho onamy foreco, although only
tho 1st and 34 Battalions and soparato enginoor and transportat-
ion companios of tho U48th woro positivoly idontifiod, liujor
contact was brokon as tho cnomy withdrow North into tho
Damilitarizod Zono.

~ (2) &as in tho past Jonos Crock areu contacts, tho
cnomy fought from woll-proparcd dofonsivo positions, and he
was supported by coordinated wrtillory firo from North of the
Bon Hai River. 4s tho cnemy was pushod to tho Southern odgo
of tho DrZ, extensivo concortina wire coverod by cnaay firoe
woro cncountered, It was later lewrned that thisg wiro had
boon amplacod by the 2nd aidVN nogiment prior to tho eneny's
Tct offonsivo.

(3) in tho Luncustor arca which tho 3d slarinos ussuiced
on tho 9th, the onomy withdrew oither Sorth or West, most
probably North, as our buttalions swept Dong Ha Hountain
and tho two ridges to the North. 2/3, tho Northeormiost
battalion, had minor contuct with an ovnany dclaying force
on the 18th, and roccived mortur firec. With tho oxception
of this ono encouwntor, howover, the enomy avolded infantry
contact, Sweeping buttalions found many unoccupied bunkcers,
anpty in most cases, although a fow contained NVA matoridl.
'he rost significant find was two 75mum howltzors aupleccd in
bunkors with firing parts facing Canp Curroll,

(4) Vory littlo recent trace of the enemy was found
in ond~ofethe-month operations in the Northwostern part of -
the 40, There was contact with only one NVA, although a
siall number of others were observed. FPrior to the opesration,

Enclosure (1)
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there had been, aUSlD reports of vehicular activity in the area,
but no .road or vehicle tracks were discoverods

i

‘5) As tho month ended, numorous reports of enamy
movement ¥ato the 34 Marinos 40 and into the DMZ irmedintely
Noth of the 40 were received from usually roliable sources.
However, the cnemy continued to avold contact. It appears
that he is either just infiltrating through the area or olso
that ho is moving into position for future action.

(6) Because of the chango of operating area, no local
tronds are revealed when July stutistics are compared with
previous months.

(b) Contacte and Incidents DAY NIGHT TOT AL

(1) Small armg/Suipors

{a) Opn Junos Greek

lstbn, 3d har
2ndbBn, 3d Mar

o
O
==

(b) Lancaster 1L

lstBn, 9th Map 1 0 1
2ndsn, 34 wkar 3 0 3
1lgtBn, lst wmar 2 1 3
lstbBn, 34 dar 2 0 2
Other N 0 1y
Total for #onth 22 2 2l
(2) Grenudes
(a) Opn Jones Creek 0O 0 0
{b) Lanocastor ¥kl ﬁﬁﬁH
3¢Bn, 3d war 0 2 2
Other 1 0 e
Totul for month 1l 2 3
(3) Hinos
{a) Opn Jonos Croek
- lstBn, 3d buwr 1 2 3
andon, 3d Mar 4 0 i

Enclosure (1)
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(b) Leancaster II

lstBn, 3d Mur 1 o 1
3dBn, 3d Mur . Q. —

Total for month 9 2- : 1l

CEN (lv‘k”
\‘.M

(4) Booby Trap
. e
(a) Opn Jaugs Croek
&

2ndBn, 3& Mgp 1 0 1

lstBn, 3d lior 3 0 3
(b) Lencuster 1l

2nébtn, 34 Mar 1 0 1

lstBn, 34 dar 1 Q 1

Totel for month 6 .0 .6

(5) Sighiinga=-Where Enemy Dig
ot Fire or Return Fire

(a) Opn Jones Creek

lstén, 3d dar’ 1 1 2
end8n, 3¢ Har i 0 Ly
(b) Luncuster II
lstBn, lst Mur 1l e 3
lstSn, 34 Mar 0 2 2
endBn, 34 Har 0 3 3
3dBn, 34 Har i 5 0
Other o ke 3
Total for month 12 1l 26
(6) Mortar/arty/flocket Fire
(a) Opn Jones Creek
lstdn, 34 lar 9 2 17,
2ndbn, 3d Mar 5 3 &
lst Amtrac Bn 0 1l 1
(b) Lancaster II
1stBn, 1lst dar 3 1 L.
lstBn, 9th dMar 2 0 e
éneclogure (1)
SECRKT ~
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2ncBn, 34 Mar 2 1l 3
3dBn, 3a lMar 4 1 6
Camp Carroll. e 0. .
Total for month 27 9 36
(7 Ugég%-g-iffgd Fly ing-,;'
L Possgi
Helicopters) Obgerved
(a) Opn Jones Creek
lst Amtrac Bn 0 1l 1l
(b) Lencaster II 0. 0.
Totul for month 0 Bl 1
(¢) Eneny Losges
(1) Prerso Opn Jones Creek Opn Loncaster 11 Total
(a) Confirmed WVa/VC KIa 220 13 253
(b) WVa PW 7 0 T
(¢) Detainees (Unclassified) 2 0 2
(d) Detainoes Rolecsed as 0 6
Innocent Civilicens
{2) Huterial
~ (a) woupong
(L) sas 11 1 12
(2) an-l7 1l 1 15
(3) «pD 1 0 #= 1
tb,) LG #56 5 0 5
5) HHG #57 0 1 1l
(6) 75mm Pack How. 0 2 2
( g) 60rma Mortar Tube 0 1 1
(8) B82mm Mortar Tube 2 1 3
(9) Bolt action Rifle 1 0 1
(Unk Type)
(10) U.Se M=16 0 3 3
(11) 45 Cal, Pistol 0 el 1
(12) pistol (Unk Type) © 2 2
(b)  Aggunition s
ifons
(1) 82m Mortar ands 14O 158 298
fnclosure (1) -
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(o)

DECLASSIFIED

) ,Z,GEmm Ends 755
) & 60mm Mortar dnds 21
) RrG-2 Rnds 26
) 8PG~7 Rnds 20
g +50 Cul Rndg: 50
)

)

¢
L3

75 AR Bnds o
Rifle Grenades 0
75mm Pack How. Rnds O
0) .30 Cal Rnds 0

fxplogives

Bungalore Torpedo 9
THT (1bs) 0
Blasting. Cop 11
ChiCom Grenades 15
U,3. bombs 1l
4T Mines P
ChiCom Claymore 0
U.Ss lwpb Grenades O
Dunanite (Cuse) 0

Weaoponge Accegsorioes

) AKX~} 7 Mogezines

) Electric Detonator
; Drum Magazines
)

)

P P o, S o, g, P, P
O N o Fw e
Nt Qs Caraat Nt st Nags st ot N

60mm lortar Base
Plate

12,7 44G Carpriuge
75mm Pack How,
Partsg

Iggixigggl Egquipment

Packy
Poncho
Flashlight
Gas Mask
&=Too0l

(1)
g
(L)
(5)
(6) Gus Mosk Filters
(7)
(8)
(9)
(10
(11

o Fwihr
el a) oMM e

Picks
Yocket Knife
Helmets

) Bolts

) Canteens

(ool oYoXoRoRoloNalol o
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> (12) Shovels ¢ 8
Yo (13) Whistle 0 1
& (14) Cooking Pots 0 3
(15) assorted lessgoar
(£) Communicotion Eggigmggg
(13 PRC=93 0 1
(2) PRC-25 0 1
(3) Radio Whip antenna O 1
Buage
(g) Medicul S 0 0
(h) Docwuents
(1) Papérs 0 7
(2) Pictures 0 3
(3) Diaery 0 1
(1) Rice (1lbs) 0 520

Old Chow (Unknown Amount)
(3) Fortificationg gnd Positiong

(1) Bunkers 20 323
(2) Concertine Wire Unk
(3) Fighting Eolos 0 171
() Trenchlines 0 1
(5) Mortar Positions 0 5
(6) 4W Positions 0 7
(7) Basoc Camp 0 1
(8) Trails 0 I
(d) Enemy Obscrved
(1) Opn Jonos. Croek .
Sizo of Unit Location Date
2 2116721 6 July
3 267756 6 "
3 258734 6 "
15 251742 7"
Enelogure (1)
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(2) Lencuster Il

12 960581 11 July
N 062592 12
2 076587 12 "
7 958607 2 "

20 961559 12 "
3 080557 1 "
L 873573 1 "
2 056576 19 "
1 01461l 19

11 008552 20 "
1 026599 20 "

15 06355410 22 "
1 063521 22 "
5 063563 22
1 945601 26 "
N 195709 27
1 896609 29
3 102622 30 "
2 019568 31 "
N 898608 31 "
1 898608 L

(e) Trends, Susmary of incidents on u monthly basis for

past 3 months.

SAF

Surprise Firing Devices
Mines

Grenades
Mortar/arty/rfucket Fire
Movement W/0 Fire
Engagenents
Agsassinations

Sabotage

Kidnoppings
Demonstrutions
Intimidation

Rewards Paid
Miscelluneous

Moy Jun
33 15
9 8

9 12
63 1

1

26 60
10 0
0 0
0 0

0 0

0 0

0 0

2 0
e 5
155 115

Jul

MDw =N
=

Nt D000 OO

- FRew
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13, Communicgtions
(d) General

(1) During the month of June, communicctions were
maintained in support of the Third korine Regiment.

(2) During thls period of time, the Regimental repair
shop received L9 pleces of conmunicutions equipment for Repair,
0f these, 18 pleces were evuacuated to a higher echelon for
ropair, The remainder were repaired and returned to the using
gection, '

(3) The degimental Message Center processed a total
of 1328 messages. Of the 1160 incoming messages 75% wore
received electrically and Lj06 by courier. Of the 168 outgoing
mossages 147 were sent clectrically and 19 by courier,

(b) Seguentisl Listing of vents

(1) 2 July -~ a4t 1500 lst Marines began taking over
operction of the existing communication facilities at Cua Viet.
a4t 1630 3d Marines secured all communications at Cua Viet.

(2) 3 July -~ Left Cua Viet
(3) L4 July ~ arrived at Camp Carroll

(4) 5 duly = at 0900 3d Marines took over the
commnlcations facilities at Coamp Carroll from the Lth Marines.

(5) 9 July - Alpha Command Group Returned from
Jones COreek.

(6) 13 July - AN/TRC-97 was installed at Camp Curroll
as the primary source of radio relay communications betwoecn
33 Marines and the 3d torine Division., Organic AN/TRC-27's
revorted to a back-up status, :

(7) 18 July =~ Detached one radio operator with radio
egquipment to LZ Stud to set up an S-4 liaison note

(8) 20 July - Detached one radio operator to “hs 34
Battalion 3d Marines as a liaison operator to Task Forcs dlerra.

(9) 27 July = & log Periodic antenna, aS=2236/GRC
was installed and operated on Hegimental Tactical RAadio ot X,
It was used with success and eliminated the problema eacoumiered
in oporating over difficult terrain, B _
Dnelosure Y1)
o1 SECREN

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED
SECRET
llje Weother
(4
(a) Weather Qurfng the month of July was generally hot,
and skies were gengrally clears There was one three-day period
of rain during the letter part of the month, Except for that

one period, rainfall was limited to wldely scattered showers.

(b) The major effect of the weather was o high incldent
of hoat casualties. #erial and ground observation remained
excollent except during the three days of rain and during
showers. Then, visibility was only slightly limited.

(¢) Statistics were as follows:

Opn_Jones Croek Lancaster 11

average high temperature 96 95
Aversge low temperature 81 79
averuge humidity 3% 70%

(a) Except for the three~day July rain, weather was
essontially the same as in June.

15, PFire Support
(a) Units Providing sartillery Support
(1) Direct Support

AfL/LAZ

B/i/12

C/1/12

wW/i/12

W/3/ie

Det, Prov 155mm How Btry

PH How = 6, lst Amdémphip Co.

(@) Bonergl Support - Roinforeing

KR S RN
M/L/12 SR S :
A/1/40 (Usa) © R I 'L
7V CEN O T e
B/L/IL | | o

1st 8" How Btry
108th U.S. Army Field Arty Gp.

Ti\ = v + ',‘
Hroloaurs VL)
i
PR AYER AP OAR

22
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(b)

(e)

(d)

(o)

with it's v
reinforeing fires to units of the 34 Marines.
displaced with the regimental CP on all occasions.

DECLASSIFIED

Displacements

2 July - B/1/12 from C-2 to umy Loo (YD 3068)
7 July - 4/1/12 from C-3 to Cua Viet (YD 3469)
9 July - B/1/12 from My Loc to Thon Son Lan

12 July = 0/1/12 from Mal Xa Thi to Camp Carroll

15 July - 4/1/12 from Cua Viet to Camp Carroll

26 July = 4/1/12 from Cerroll to LZ Joan (XD 9360)

27 July = C/1/12 from Carroll to LZ Margo (XD 9061)

26 July = Det W/3/12 from Curroll vo LZ Bocky, attached

28 July - get Prov 155mm How Btry from LZ Cates to L2

onn,
Missions Oph _Jones Oresk Opn Lencagter I
Obs 13 533
HeeT gg
Total N 171
ammunition fixpended Opn Jones Crock  Opn Lancaster II
105 HE 6700 19756
Wp 319 1535
ILLUM 248 193
HC 39 26
COFral 100

107 His 219 858
W 7
ILLUM 53

155 Hi 1729
WP 172
ILL0M 28
TOLALS: 7316 ZEﬂéé '

Inemy Caguclties Inflictod

Opn Jones Creek 32
Opn Loncaster 11 3

o 34 Battalion, l2th Marines
N wind orgonic units provided direct support of
The 3/12 CP
Initial

tacticnl and technical fire direction was centralized at Cuap

£
- Bnelosure (1)
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Carroll, however as the batteries occupied the fire bases,
technical fire direction was relinquished for ~uase of handling
and speed in response. ire Support Coordination was performed
from Camp Carroll, with direct communications botween adjacent,
higher and lower echelons,

16, 4ir Support.

(o) During the month of July 1968, the 3d lMarines received
oir support from lst MaW, 7th 4ir Force, and U.S, armmy units.
Helicopter support was provided by Mal-36, 1i4G=39 and MAG-16,
Fixed Wing Support oame from MaGell, MaU=12, and lNAG=l3 as
woell as from 7th air Force units, During July, air support
was used in both Operations Jones Creek and Lancaster 1l. 4
breakdown of support is as follows: Nk

(b) WED nVaCS

US Wla US ILL US NBG UB KIia VO/NVAa KIa
0/3 8 16 8 0 0
1/3 68 19 15 L 1
2/3 56 125 25 7 0
3/3 7 28 25 0 0
1/1 5 1l 9 3 0
2/ 0 6 1 0 0
ést fmtrac _O_ 0 - 0 0
)¢} .
Totalss Lk 208 85 14 1 = }45°

(¢) ©CnS: 196 Flights 212 4/C 625,250# Srd,
CSS: 58 Flights 66 A/C 256,000# Crd.

(8 R/s: 1/3 230470#
2/3 309L4L8#
3/3 3%6093#

12th Map 6
Totals 1%72122ﬁ

(e) - 470: Klondike 103 Flights 190% Hrs.
Sandbox 10 Flights 12% Hrs.
Trail 13 Flights 294 Hrs.,
Totalt 126 Flights 232 Hrs,.

(£) G/St 26 Flights 53 4/C 912 Rockets Expen,

Enclosure (1.)
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(g) ©C&C: 0/3 33 Flights 65 4/C 408 Pox 20 V/R's 16 MED BVACS
1/3 70 Pax 7 V/R's 10 MD BEVa('
2/3 58 Pox L V/R!'s 30 MD sV
373 42 Pex 7 V/Rlg 6 MED mVal.
/1 o 5 Pux O V/RLs 5 MpD sVaCo
2/l 2 Pax 1 V/R's O M&D BVACS
lst smtrac Bn 5 Pax _Q V/Rls _Q MED sVaCS
Totals: 590 Pax 39 V/RAs 67 MiD wVaCS
(n) 3858 Control Functions
12l Ly average Per Day
High Per Day 233 on 29 July
Low Per Day 21 on 10 Jduly
(i) 10 Psywar Birds 73/Y4 Hrs.
1 Spooky 2 Hrs.
9 Bn Troop Lifts (includes Bn = Lifts)
8 Co 1roop Lifts (includes Co - Lifts)
3 Gun Btry Lifts
2 Regt. Com, Grp. Lifts
17, Psychological Operations None.
(a) Objectives. To develop indiyiduals snd units to the

state of operational*rgadinesgfrbqq;giteitgygppbgg@?ﬁ};qOQDQt

operations in RVN,
~(b) Highlights
(1) 4pproximately 75 meén teost fired =16 rifles.

(2) One Lieutenunt attended the Corm Crypto Security

School in Yokosuka Jupan,

3) " One Corporal and pne Private Flrst Class-attended

NCO School.on Okinawa. I A
" (L) Ong Sergeunt attended the 16th iy Poersonul -
Response Course. : R R T L AP
" (8) "hree Corporals and two Privote First Class
atbended GUround Surveillonce Radar (sN/PPS8-6} School at:long
He, kg ‘ . S

Fneclosure (1)
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Pagl IV
SUPPORTING DOCUMSNTS

V1. Third Marines Frag Order 14-68 (Overlay)
v 2+ Third Marines Fruag Order 15«68 (Overlay)
V' 3. Third Marines Op Order 3-68 (Overlay)
\fu. Third Morines Frag Order 24~68 (Overlay)
4 eyt O pageeod6nl et L P 148

e e K T

9
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) HBEADQUARTERS
- 4y 34 larines
l'lar:bne Division (Reinf) P.
‘,_‘O San Frencisco 96602 -

&N

R .. 3/DCR/bb
’_élﬂ" IR T 3%09
Ll T 26 dJuly L9
1 SerNo:0“4§§ i
CopyAl of _I_I_C oples

3D MARIRES °°

Prom: Commanding Officer
Tos Commanding General, 3d Marine Division (Reinf) FMF
Suﬁjz Gombat Operation After Action,Report
Ref: (a) Maps, VIETNAM AMS Series L701l, 1: 50 000 Sheets
eyl IV
(b) Div0 3100,1D
(¢) 2a MerPiv OpO 5-68
Godo Weme. NAPCLEON/SALINE (Search and Destroy)

IR 1.

2. Dates of Oporation.,

3. Loc Lion.

Lo Tagk Ongaai&aylga-
3d Marines (Reinf)
Hg Co, 3d larinos
3d Bn, lst Marines
a2nd bn, lith Marines

1st Bn; 34 Marines

1 & M/3/) OPCON TO 1/3
2nd Bn, 34 Marines

3d Bn, 3d Marines

lst Bn, 9th Marines

end Bn, 9th Marines
3d Bn, 9th Marines
lst Amtrac Bn,

B Co, 3d Engr Bn

3d Bn, 218t Inf, 196th
Light Inf Bde

1st Bn, 5th Cav, lst -
Air Cav Div

¢ Co, 1st Bn, 8th Cav,
1st Air Cav Div

D Co, 1st Bn, 9th Cav,
1st Cav Div

Donwggaggegqt 3~year intervals;
Declass od after 12 years

DECLASSIFIED |

LT

290630H fobuary - 090600H July 1968

GUA VIET RIVER COMPLeX, CamP sISILER (YD 34969L)
QUANG TRI Frovince, Republic of

Vietnam,

COL M, A, BULL (29FEB-09JUL)

LT G. B, KRUCZKWOWSKI (29F&B..09JULY)
LT COL M, MCGOWAN (29FEB~Q5iAR)

LT COL C. W, WAISE (QBMAR~02:AY)
HAJOR C. We BNAPP (03MAY-Q5HAY)

LT COL L. A, RANN (Q6MAYa31MAY)
LT COL R, W, GOODALE (QLMAR.15APR)
LT COL C. V. JARMAN (16APR-05.JUI)
LT COL C, V. JARMAN (25JUN- CIUL)
OSMAY—OBMAY)

COL M, DAVIS (z;JUN-ogJUL) :
LT GOL J. W. l"lﬂﬂ H~ BJJMAY«-OOJUT)
COL M. Ve PALATAS (26MLYm2/uq“)
COL ¥, V. PALATAS (QLJUN..QZ1i) -
COL F. S¢ KNIGHT (2684Y~320AY)
COL D, Jo. LAMONTACGNE (1BiAY.1guk
COL H. Re TOWER (20FR3.10MAZ)
LT COL G, Pe MEYERS (19MAR-0LJIUL)
LT A, Re BREHM (29FEB-12AFR)
CAPT B, M. RANTA (134PR-0QJUI
LT COL W, Pe SNYDER (QIMaY.QAHAT)

LY
LT
LT
LT

LT GOL G, E., JORDAN JR. (Q6iiAY¥-08HAY)
CAPT C, P, SOHELL (OSJﬂNn17JUN)

CAPT W, A. CHAbOUDY (L7708-30IUK)

¥)
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4 TROOP, 3d Squadron SthCAPT 8. ‘S MOLAUGHLIN (QSJUN~20JUN)
Armored Cav Div i

G TROOP, 34 Squadron 5thCAPT P. MEIHERALL (20JUN=30
Armored Cav Div S

3d Bn, 12th Marines. LT COL J, A, GOMO

5« Supporting Armg.

(1) 34 Bn, 12th Marines togethor with reinforcing
Artillery and Naval GunFire Support Ships provided direct
support to the battalions of the 3d Marines during the period
29 Febuary te 09 July 1968, General support and reinforecing fires
were previded by the 12th Marines Units in DONG HA and C-1,

(2) The following is & sumery of unit locations,
significant displacements, missions end anmunition’ expended

during the operation, , «1
8, MARCH
l"" e -
UNIT ’ LOCATION DATH
G Btry 3/12 QUANG TRT 01-31 ARIvLs
I Btry 3/12 ‘QUANG TRI 01-31 Hepr =
W BtPK 3/12 CUA VIED 15-31 Map
2nd PROV 155 HOW Btry QUANG T]1 01-31 Map.
1stPlt, Llst Armored .
Amphibian Tractor CO. CUA VIAT 01-31 lap
C Btry 1/11 CUA VIET 01-31 riap
Det Btry W/1/12 Cly 0l-3 kgr
W Btry 1/11 Cumly 0113 Mar

Significant Displecements, (NN

(1) 15 Har W/1/11 From Cely to CAWP GARROLL, O:Cus to
1/12, |

. (2) 15 dar W/3/12 from Calp CARKOLL to CUA VIEY, 0XCOW
to 3/12 from 1/12,

(3) 31 HMer 1stPlt, 1lst Arm Amph Trae - CO, from CUA VIED
to C")-Lo ‘

() 31 Har Dot W/3/12 from GUA VIEL to C.lj,

4

Missions Firod  Anmunition Exnopded.

Observed SWO -~ 205 ~ 16349
Unobaerved 12 L.2" 681
&IS 1198 Y;:{""!{-'J')J)‘”
TOTALS 2180 “hw‘ hyﬁi
Senmmd gaumﬂl"'a“? a
s or R 2 .
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fd 'Btry 3/12.
W Btry 3/12

©2nd PROV 155 HOW (-)

HOW 6 P1t
C Biry 1/11
Det W/1/12

[} 1 ' S~
‘ H e
5
'
MG

l\\L I '-;'\ o :.»‘”

A Btry 1/L40 (Usa)
ﬁigniiigﬁgtgaiannggmgnﬁﬁ.A

(1) 02 4Apr 1lstllt,

from Gl to CUA VIEL,

(2) 17 Apr A/1/40 (USA) displaced to WUANG TRI under

@PCON of 3/12,

(3) 17 &pr 1/3/12 aispleced from QUANG TRI to WONDER

BEACH.
() 27 fpr G/3/12 alspleced to KHE SAHN and passed OPCON .,
to 1/11, .
THROHE
(5) 27 hpr I/3/12 from WOWDER BEACH to QUANG TRI.
Mispions Fired. ~ Ammunition E&pggﬂﬁﬁf
Ubserved c0L1 i 105 ~ 9596
Unobgerved 129 107 ~ 3&49
Hiltg 1069
Naval L GunplF i___q Ammunition Expended
5/38 812 5"/38 822
5/5l 3%9 %l
8/55 1237 8"/5
ce MAY
UNIT LOCATION RATI:
I Btry 3/12 QUANG TRI 0rm3] iy
2ndPROV 155 HOW () QUANG TRI 0..+31 May
A Btry 1/10 (USA) QUANG 7RI 01-03 Mny
D Btry 3/62 (USA) MAI XI THI 10.17 “lay
H Btry 3/12 OUA VIET 26u", ”ay
W B try 3/12 MO XTI 9THI 01~ «" Llay
Det W Btry 1/12 Culy 01.5) “#hiic
1stP1lt,18t armd ‘
A h oo QUA VIET 01-18 May
3 lst Armd
nmph %% CUA VIET 19-31 lay
3 -7 .

DECLASSIFIED

N

LoGAON

'QUANG TRI
QUANG TRT
CUA VIEY
QUANG TRI
CUA VIET
CUA VIET

C
QB%NG IRI

DATE

01-27 Apr
01-30 Apr
01-30 Apr’
01-30 Apr
0%=30 Apr
01-30 Apr
01-30 Apr
17-30 Apr

lst Armd Amhp Tractor CO, aisplaced

DECLASSIFIED
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SipnificaWW Liapl nesmonts.

(2) 10 May D/3/82 MAL XL THL (¥D286671),
D/3/82 was helilifted to PHU BAI aroa,

@ Ui
(1) 03 May A/1/40 CHOPPED to l/lB’(YD31§5uE)}”
17 May

(3) 19 May 1lstPlt, 1lst Armd Amohib CO was relieved

in plece (¥D345697) by the 3dPlt,

Wesiona ¥ired Y

fgmunition Expended

"r1voa 5(1 105 = 26235

Prebasuvyed A3 107 -~ 846l

Vit 196 155 =~ U465

TONLL 1950
d&"gyﬁﬂ
UNLE LOCLLTION DATE
o Btry 1./11 Cua VIET 01-03 Jun
L Bliry 3/12 QNG TRI 01m11
I Biry 3/12 CUA VIET ‘ i&,ﬁﬁ
¢ Ftey 2/12 CUA VIET ‘ 23 °h Jun
O hiry 1/12 MAT XTI THI 25=20 Jdun
A Biey 1/12 C-3, 25 2 Sun
3 tt'_,"'\, |j-‘_>. ' C. ey 2 W.‘) Jk.ﬂ-
W Ftry /12 CUA VIEY Cim;ﬁ Jun
W Diry /12 QUARG TRI 17-20 Jun
3aP1e st wmad ﬂnp% b GUA VIED 0130 dun
Det W i R et CamlL 01-3C dun
C Btry 1./4o (U8a) Jel 2530 Jan

Siand fi.. nt_Pisplecemonta.

(1) 18 Sun H Btry 3/12 from CUA VIET 2:L075 t¢

30696,

RPN S

(2) 16 Jun W Btry 3/12 from MAI XTI T3L 1604
(3)

CUA VIET,
(L)
(5)
(6)

23 Jun ¢ Btry 1/12 from GA LU OL5LES to 31640

2ly Jun C Btry 1/12 from GUA VIET ¢o MAT K3 17,
25 Jun A Btry 1/12 from WEON 8CH Luii to .2,

2Ly Jun B Btry 1/12 tc S.2.

Micsions Fired Aamand Blon din idod
Observed 211 NAPOLEOW/SALINE 108 - payn Beindde
Unobgerved 32k 10T ~ RO
341t g 785 l*“ - fh
TOLAL 1321
Y
y
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UNIT - LOCATION P

DATE
A Btry 1/12 C~3 01-07 Jul -
A Btry 1/12 .~ OUA VIET 07~09 Jul
B Bpry 1/12 Ca2 . ", 01 Jul
B Bﬁﬁ%“i%lz : MY LOC (¥YD305680) 02-09 Juk
C Btry 1/12 MAI THI(Y¥D282620)01=09 Jul
Mortar Btry 3/12 QUAN® TRI 01-09 Jul
3dDet’ HOW-6 CUA. VIET 01=09 Jul
Det Mortar Btry 1/12 C-ly - 01«09 Jul

Significeant Displecoments

/ 1) o1l Jul B/l/le from C=2 to MY LOC (YD 305680) OPCON
3/12, .

| (2) 07 Jul A/1/12 from C=3 to CUA VIET (YD 345695)
t OPCON 3/12, = T

Missions Fired Ammunition Expended
Observed 58 105 7255
ggg?sorved 7% 8h3§§' ‘ zgﬁ
8 . 3" R
TOTAL o i BwEL . 35 o Tandug
R £ L 176 TR
fo Summary of Unit viovements, Locationg and Dates
UNIT : - LOCATION o - DATE
@ Bery 3/12 QUANG TRI - 01lMar-27Apr
I Btry 3/22 © QUANG TRI ~ Olliar~-17Apr
{ T . WUNDER BEACH 17Apr~27ApY
) R N _ QUANG TR ' 27Apr=1LJun
2nAPROV 155 HOW Biry(~) QUANG TRI. . O0ldar-3lMay
1stPlt, lst Armorod ' . . S
Amphibian Tpactor CO .~ CUA VIEID 19May-~09Jul
¢ gtry 1711 cua VIET Ol'iM_ar-O}J‘un
W Btry 1/11 Crly Olliar-).Stlar
Det W Bery 1/12 C-l : Oliar~0%Jal
A Btry 1/L0 (USa) QUANG TRI 17Apr-30ipr
D Btry 3/62 (USA) MAL X1 THX . 1CMay~1 May
H Biry 3/12 C=2 ‘ 2'(’1.".’_,ay-~’]_5'Jun
H Btry 3/12 . CUA VIET - 1é6dun=-2dun .
C Btry 1/12 - CUA VIETD 23Fun-~2ldun
’ ‘ ‘MAT XTI THI : 2l dune06iul
A Btry 1/12  CUA VIER - 07dul 65l
B Btry 1/12 ' . MY LOC : ~ 01Jul~09dul
ge ZLobal Misslons Firo
Obgerved 1665 : Teih OHE.
w8 gorved 11 =
CH&ltg 11930
- " &
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| PIRSCUDRAR 2 6 150 50 08

' TOTAL 6650 519 20773
Coordinat '

3d bBn, 12th‘Mariheé,exercised tadtioal control
't99pnipal fire direction for all batteries under its

siidssion clearance was provided by the ground unit
#dssion, the Reglmental FSCC, and higher heade

5g8ary. 4All missions falling within 500 Metors
oundary were cleared by the next higher

coE STUL) T Dupdhg Opération: NAPOLUON/SALINE, 3d Marine units
Yegelved Air Support from lsb Marine 4ir Wing units, 9th Marine
Amphibious Brigade, 7th 4ir Force, and U. S. Army units,

1)

- (2) FPixed Wing support came from MAG's 11, 12, and 13

end included closc and direct Air Support strikese Photographic
Reconnaissanco, Helo lscort, Radar Bombing (TPQ-10) aecrial mining,
illumination, and eerial observer, Tth Air Force units provided
cloge and direct air strikes, acrial observer, photo reconnailssance
illumination and Radar Bombing (TPQ-10)., In addition, the
capabilities provided by the AC~47 "Spooky" airporaft were utilized
on numerous occasions with great effectiveness and contributed a
great deal to the success of the operadion. Strategic Air Command
strikes were also provided in an effort to reduce the amount of
enemy artillery and logistic support with a profound effect.

j (3) Aorial Observer flights by UsS. Army sircraft and
pllots were timely and effective and provided the key to the
outstanding utilization of fixed wing support. “Rotery Wing
support was provided almost solely by USHC units, MAG's 16, 36,
end 39 provided the majority of sufport in the form of River
Reconnaissenges , During the Operation, rotary wing support took

~tho form of Commahd and Control troop lift, MED-EVAC, Rosupply,
Close Air Support an@-observation flights significantly. 3d

© . Marine units werp'ableto execute several helibobne assgults
“the ‘largest of which'wes #:battelion assault of tho LE XUYEN area

,providing once Bgain the groit capability to maneuver rapidly

R HOBE
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(11) 'l‘he Air: Support t:hx'ou' Hout " the: 0 P ratdoh Was: euh-w-m
ustandingfand bhexdaﬁorminabianuand_,gwéti@nato“ﬂuty »axemplified
by all ailrcrows Mas: sonmendable deﬁ;fé:!o%i\all iguco6ds “of t*;hi&é
Operatioﬁ‘ HThough (thord ‘Were iany. 1sténées “6f voutatending -
porro:wﬁée jumost yietowonthy ' 18 i‘ tdent iwhion eccurrod” du!’ing
the battle for DAI DQG:oh 05 -May, 5%!5@!”0‘98 Hgg " an HeXANPLE Uy
-of the superior support provided and the courage and devotion
of the fdjpcreow invdlved. :

(5) During a MEDEVAC into a hotly contosted aroa, & .
CH-}j6 tremsport, spave 1l-13 1&ndeduundennfinov§0~p$eknﬂpnsaﬂuelties.
Lifting from the zone the pilot was informed that more wounded
uuuenenstasaé 8oSh %FPdLﬂtﬂnﬁﬂ:dkﬂyﬁﬁhnghzﬁlPQ&dMubitmﬁnﬁmQUbJected
- to continuous ; zwg intewse: £ires . Ipace: 1+343‘,p.t1\;emptod the. ‘secnnd
resoue, . 10, tho athampt Space,1ni3 was shol down. Withon. .
hesitation, bl wiigwwh.d - ,.4i2aned, dnto thesgoneunder fivo
u‘fP-?%Ylded Ul%uﬂlrcr'%f bmd eampletied the.depingiresque.of:!
Lo BBoops 84 “{H%}c%‘ W!mr“thﬂ jOBQ\:ISVS?ﬁotbQ@Q @i,xswa-ttnr,»unot onpd. )Ou.
wikhont %9savd§u onShedp. own, Lives but sonky incthesintepash
i Of Eh@ﬂ&m%f h@yhnleF? “'W B‘JRQE@%:;{ uif) WYy ey He Los ((" ‘-‘j‘a(” \.N’)

sl el ﬁa% gul 1 ased e eiu by _sods wc,m Fyous oPys
( ,,i 03 113 mW‘ e emduet g o adry agggk

TG P ?Fi”?n

gie RPPQ% l%g‘vl%, 0.9, _ 5@0554@% efi&hﬁm YOI
shozthanQ¥E§8®m Xﬁé’"”' $L w, wr t sobiuntueggnamy
positions MRS

235,lo8% l.us life beoéﬁise he ﬁ')t h', t3 press his g%%%%k %81
though %@ was awaro of intense ervmy firo.

Ul!

(7) The. exemplary courage determination in the i‘aoe of
the cnemy .end the gbrong spirit ithat: ‘oxists among fellow Marines
displayed by those pilots and-all of:thoso who! ‘supported: thig"
Reglmcnt will long be rehenbemed’ <a*‘id ‘thedp acts sorve to ornoe"
‘again illustrdte the- tremondous effoctmenoss of the Marino Air-
G-l'nowyd ‘T‘rmme R Lo 3 » i: '&h , ;. a i . K o KR V

X ik :

(8) fho following is a rosume 6f'o§orat16ns

'S n
o, MEDEVACS: 1499 USMC, USA, CIV, and VC/NVA

Lo

b. CAS: 2 l FLIGH s 9 S ,A/ P 41 150 I‘OBD¢
0Ss: 581 FLIGHIS' %u%’A/ '5%8:,50 i#ORD.
SRR TS TN W L LA ‘“fui(il,ifua e

A B/0, | 33 TELGHES L6 HRS. R

e s 138, FLYGHTS 360" Aipf”95o<soqaﬁas X85

: ;:S;u%;¢éjgf{ *Egﬁ Qaff¥®%§m§‘”i7é é/hﬂ,mbmﬁ R b a5 R 6
R R S U RN Vo ﬂgﬁy :

" CQuERGY uN¢¢I e Pl
“"* gn‘%'?gwg %3' th’qr.oa .Uw:z.*'

i % Hm!“ m.ﬂi‘uas érg i ; ,I§s”&)h“hr ph ISR mum
m'}dii wgﬂ_& ‘gg

'ﬁkﬁ.ﬁ‘u () L"‘ﬂx,{ p,‘;’ {w F i "
a4 I‘j; #;“'-‘ EO
AR T

1&-&"
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6o Intellisonce

Twngggng Operation NAPOLEON/SALINE, ocnemy aotivity occurred
i'5fidts, Thoro were periods of intense enemy-initiated actionm,
and thero wors others whea only Wsolated contacts and sightings
occurred. Coprosponding wilh pspgraphic location, there were
two diébinet typos of wnemy cungpet _

T

The portion of tho NAPOLEON/SALINE A0 north of the THACH HAW
River (Cua Viet Wabterway) is sparsely populated, has very little
vagetation, and villages exist but, for the most part, have beon
destroyed by eccmba®t operaticns, i The terrain is open with the
only channclizing Feabure beiug the SONG BEN NGU (Jonos Crook)
running £rom noitin to south frod the BEN HAL to tho CUA VIET.
CGombat operaiions in this aroa wore charactoristically conventional
as onposed to guerrilla in naturo, The enemy was almost entirely .
North Victnemese, and he employed artilleryy rockeots, recoile
less woapong, snd mortars in support of his infantry., The cnemy's

- basic tactic was to occupy villages that have beon vacatod by the

Vietnamoese or only partially occupicd by eivilians, and to occupy
areccs that have tioen recontly ebandoned by friendly units, He
then fortificd these orcag ond waited for ug te enter on opore
ationg, patrels, end sweeps. <The enomy vsed this tactic to good
adveniage in thabt he was ablo to employ his supporting acrms (on
cell and adiusbed) agoinst our attocltung porsonncl, while omploy=-
lug conceontrated aubtomavis and anall-erms fire along proporod
fieldsof firve, His tactlics also limited the dffects of friondly
surporting arms in that ne was protocted by woll constructed,
fortirisd pogitions, The awomyi{fought tenaciously and only
withdrew, usually, under the cover of darkness, whon he no longer
had %ho moans or ability to continuc to rosist. Tho onomy usod
his tactic in major ongagemonta et MY LOC (YD 305681), MAL XA i
THI (YD 280669), Lal XUAN (YD 268700), NHI HA (YD 272703), AND ‘
DAT DO (¥D 254629). There was only ohe large cnemy atback
against a Us S. pogition in this operation, 1t occurrod when
an enemy battalien attacked theglic S, Ferees occupying the
NHI HA aroa (YD 272703)s The aftack commonced at dawn and
continved until after daylight: tho onany withdrew to tho north
only aftor sustaining heevy casaultlos und, In ofroect, had
coesed to be a fighting foroce.

The portion of the NAPOLEON/SAUINE AD south of tho THACH HAN
Rivor is hoavily populated, vegatatod around villeges, and is
compartmented by rivers aud streamsthroughout, Thlsg orce has
been characterizod by snipor Iire, aunbunhiteyuse of surpris-firing
dovicos, and gonorally harvrassing tactics. The onomy wag usually
local Viet Congs thoro wero only two encounters with laveo forcos
and wers of short duration, KEapagements book place at PHU TAL
(YD 297625) and LE XUYEN (YD 34,5633). These contacts ozcurred
whon we swopt these area and encounterod dug in Viet Cong, %Tho
onany in thig oaroca nas uwsed wvebliloery and mortars in & harvrags-
nent role, as opposed to support of infentry troops He has
shown little tendancy to fight and was meinly engaged in
preselyting, taxation, . and rice gathering.

. K
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

"' [

‘

i . R
SWRRE SO A T
. § ‘“f‘?i'l., Fs “HI

P e e [HEAE

Confirmed enowy whits in the northern portion of the
WAPOLEON/SALINE 40 included the 18th end 52nd Regimont of theo
320th Division and cloments of tho 27th and 270th Independent
Regiments, There were no confirmed major unite in the south,

7. Migsion

8. Third Marines with assignod forces conduct cambat
Operations in your A0 on both North and South Banks of CUA VIET
and include all tributaries as neceasary in order to insure the
uniterrupted passago of shipping on the CUA VIET River and to
dony cnomy access to rocket positions orlented ageinst DOJG HA
and QUaliG PRI, (0pO S'SB)QU‘"”) :

b. Additional Missiong

1, Rice Denial, Third Horines conductoed extonslve supple
emont oporations throughout A0 during rice hervest to deny enemy
access o0 rico stores, uncover eneany assembly areas and caches,
end deny enemy froedom of movement. .

2. Drodge Security. Third.Marines provided local
scourity for equipment and personnel involved in dredging
Operations on the CUA VIEL,

3, Legthorneck Squarc Operations. Third Marines -
conducted combat operations in Leatherneck Square to locate end
destroy enemy forces, fortifications, installations, and supplies.

4o Jones Creek, Third Marines conducted combat
operations in Jones Creck Area to locate and destroy ecnemy forces.
fortifications, installations,and supplicse

8. Concept of Operationg.

--- i

Third Marinos accomplishes its mission by the ecmployrent of
Second Infantry battalionsand First Amtrac Battalion with
gupponitlng arms,

Ono Infantry Battalion, with assigned forces, conduct -
agprossive ground surveillance, search and destroy overationgy
and spoilling attacks in pssigned AO on tho North buank of tho ©.
Thach Han River(Soc Overlay). Initially establish couwbat oporat-
jon bgse in vie MY LOC (¥D305682).

Ono JInf Bn, with assigned forces, conduct agpressive ground
surveillance, search and destroy operations, e spelliing
abibancks in assigned A0 on the South Barl: of Theeh Heoo Pivar
(Ses Overlay)e Maintain Sparrow Hewk in éccordance w/lG 343
MarDiv Op0O 2-68, :

po—— - . ‘ ‘
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First. dmtrec Bn conduct combat potrolling, aggressive
ground surveilloncd, ond 1inited) serrch and destroy operations
in assignod A0 alonz the co8sT of Culf of Tonkin, Defond CUA
VIET Port Fecility, Lo4, end CUA VIsT Bose Areas. Maintain
rifle compeny (Reinf) at U=l combab outpost to intordict coastal
infiltretion routes.

civic Action programs will be executed in support of
tacticeal operations enploying MKEDCAPS end other services to
foster hetior uhderstending and relations between the VI
people and American forvicemen. . Lotive support will be lent tvo
the revolubionary Geveiopent Prograi.

4

Pgybps will be increcased and acconted toward the Chieu

Hoil program, tho §VA sgcldicr end the civiliana who support him,

9. Izenhion.

in eccordance with Third Marine Division 0p0 5-68, Third
Mevinos undnr tho Comaand of tolonol Mo 4. HULL commericed
OPsRATION HAPOLECH /SALINE 29043%0H and. by_B?lBOOH Fegb the
Rogimentts "A" Command Group nad displaced from Queng Tri Alr-
eid Complex (YD305556) &o Cemp Kistler, CUA VIEY (YD3h969u).

A% 010800H March, Third Merines recelved operational
control of BLT 3/1, lst Bn 34 Map end lst dmtrac bn (~) and
initlaced a sesrch and destrey oporabion vicinity MIA XA THI
(YN7766) employing 3/Le fhe overation commenced with an avback
poross JONES CHESK in which 3/1 recoivod hoavy snipor, RPG,
wporiar. and artilloery fire, The fire ccntinued throughont
tre day and 3/1 gustained heavi casuaities bub was anceesdtul

[
.

1y intTlicting heavy louses on the enaay as Wweil. 3/1 continued
hoin sweep through the village taking onengional mortor and

oty Tare.  On o Mgrch 3/1 was relicved by BLT 2/l Cyaulative
wosees Cor this operatlon weres Priendliy; 30 KiA, 91 WLA (MEDRVAC,
Bnemys 95 WVA KLA, 3 Ve POW'S, 8 IWC, 15 CRWC.

. Moprwailo , 1/3 commenced clearing operaticos South of the
CUA VisD Pivere Significank conbact was mado by A/1/3 on 5 March
sing

when thoy abttacked an objoctive vielnity (¥D260630)e  Ceos
the viver by omtrac; tley receolved hoavy gasmus bie and 4
g Dieo Coom on patincted euemy plaboon . ALL/A suatetusi
g5 RIA and 1y WIiA and willed 9uhVA, cephuras & ccnglderahle

+

aoount ol gaate

(n 7 Merch, BLT 2/ly comronced G joiath operebion wiih forces
. .

of tha 2nd £BVH Regiment to cleers the ames Hoptn of the Ho dieas
Qiver, Conbtast was mado witho o potimated GOy SOTHOT, nLil
2/l suftorod 10 Wid, [0 Wla (UHEETLS) and 2ip v LA UalwCiR) wiile
Kiliing 53 NVA &nd copturing 16 TWC and 2 CSdl.

10
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aoting to ifitolligonos, '1/3 commonced 6 sWeep of PHU WA

- R
‘ (YDZ96§)'oﬁ 7 ¥okch chd oncounterod en oatimated VC .compaony or

largor unit. 1/3 sustained 13 KIA, 53 WIA (MEDEVAC) , amd 1l WIA
(MINOR) in the oontacte & sweep of the aren rovealod 27 NVA
KIA,20 IWC, pgng.2 USWC,. |

Continuing operations North of the CUA VIET River, BLT 2/4
assnulted LAM XUAM (YD2869) and made contact with an ostimatod
onemy battelion on 12 March, Maneuvering end using supporting
arms to moximun extent, 2/l killed 78 NVA while sustaining 11 KIA,
Sy WIA (MEDEVAC), and 11 WIA (MINOR) .

On 13 March; B Company, 3d Engr in direct_supﬁort of 3d
Marinecs oconstructed o wiro borrier across JONES CREEK at
(YD§8%671) to prevent minos from floating into CUA VIET river
treo f Ce .

BLT 2/l commenced operations vic VINH QUANG THUONG (YD2565)
on 18 March, In assaulting their objective, they encountored
the enany who was fighting from woll fortified positions,
Advencing under air ond artillery support, 2/l swept through
the villago killing 120 NVA and capturing g POW!S, 17 IWG, and
|, CSWC, BLT 2/i's casusltios were 15 K14, 88 WIA (MEDEVACT,
ona 18 WIA (MINOR). This ection earned BLT 2/l congratulations
from General Westmoreland, COMUSMaCV o ~

 Thore was no major oction ageain until the end of March but
1% should be mentioned that 1/3 continucd clearing and pacifice
ation operations South of the river, and lst Amtrac Bn providoed
valuacblo support to both infanbry battalions as well ns conducte-

ing aggressive patrolling oporations along tho Gulf Of Tonkin,

On 30 March, 34 Marinos, a8 port of TASK FORCH KILO,
cormencod p_gooprdinated assault North to the DMZ with 3/5 ARMORED
OAV US& ond oloments of the 2nd ARVN Regiment in order to divert
enomy ottontion from Rte #9 so othoer 34 Marine Division foress
could opon tho road to KHE SaNH, BLT 2/4, as 34 Moarines mene-
ouvering force, operated on tho right flapk and took hoavy rickot
firo on 1 April, The only significant contact ocsurred when E/2/l
wos probod by an ostimatod enamy company. Tho enemy wos ropollod.
E/2/l. suffered no oasualtios but killod 3 NVA and capturod 1 POW
and 1 IWCe Tho oporation terminated on 2 April angd, though thnore
was 1ittle contaet,a considerablo amount of ,enany ordnsnco and
geor was capburcd and many onany positions were destroyod,

Lossos for the operation were 10 WIA (MEDEVAC) while 27 NVA

KIA'A wore confirmod.

The period L=-6 April was without significant eneony contects
411 units conductod extensive patrolling and company
gweeps in thoir respective 40'S, BLT 2/l ostablishod patrol
basesat LAM XUAM (¥D2670 and NHI HA ({D2771) to moniter emy
cnemy movement in the aref. During tho poriod the patrol act-
lvitios ogﬁgngmyarious units uncovered significent caches of
onemy ordnanco. m
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On 17 April 4/1/3 made contact with o well dug in enemy
forco in vic (YD3R2619), Contact continued throughout the day
and into the evening., 4 awoep of the area tha following day
revesled 17 NVA bodies ond covidence thabt more had boon kiiled
ond droagged away., Considoruble geor woas found &nd numerous
enemy bunkors were deziroyocd. #7R/3 sustained 3 KIA, 1l WlA
(MuDEVAC), ond 7 WI4 (MINOR) in the oction,

On 30 April the most significant action within OPERATION
NAPOLON /8ATINE commenced when a patrol from H/2/l encountered
a dug-in NVA compeny Vic (¥D261632) ot tho Southeastern edge of
34 Marines A0, An extension of the A0 was approvéd and the
fierce battle of DAl DO (YD2g62) commenced. BLT 2/l moved the
balance of H/2/l to reinforce and utilized available supporting
arms Lo soften the eneny. F/2/l moving to atteck Dal DO ceme

‘under heavy fire, The balance of BLY 2/l and B/1/3 were committed

to the conflict, The contact become extramnely heavy and the

NVA displayed o strong will to stend and fight. Frilendly units

sustained many casualties from the intense enemy fire. Marxy

onemy counterattacks were experienced and successively repelleds

Cv. 3 May 1./3 moved through BLT 2/li's lines to continue the

attack, -On 5 May while securing &-series of chbjectives 1/3

cane under heavy firo from vie (¥D245651), The fighting was

intense snd the HVA countorattacked, I and 1I/3/l were Lifted

sn to protect 1/3s wes% flank, On 6 May 34 Marines ascumsd

OpCon 1/5, lst Air Cav end moved them into position to continue

the attack to tho West. By 9 May the battle for DAl DO had becn

won, Iriendly losses for the DAL DO conflict were 96 LIA, 326

Wih (MuDiEVAC), and 13 WIA (MINOR)s The NVA suffored on impressive

defcat. 768 NVA yere killed and 10 NVA weve captured as well

as 128 IWC, Ll OSWC, and large amounts of ordnance and LVA

ecuipaants 4 major avtempt of the enomy to isolate Dal DO by

closing tho CUA VIET LOC was defented-~the waberway remained opehe
CGoncurrent with the DAL DO,hattle, 34 Merlnes conducted

operaticns with 3/z1 of the 196th Light Infantry Frigado VRV

i the LaM XUAM/NHI HA aren, Tho avmy wnis mads soverci heavy

contocta ag vhey swept through the area, In tho wvordod £t

Muy 3/01 susteined z9 K14, LB WIA (MEDEVAC) , ood L WA '/J!I(‘B) .

2/21 and supporting air emd ertillery accounted Lor Jis ®UA L&,

2 WV4 were capturcd along with 78 IWC ond 27 CSWG.

(n 1.7 Moy, BE/2/l} made contact withvphq'onemy in vie
(vDeia7il) ousbeining 2 K14 end S WIA (MEDAVAC). Tha ihort
contact rosulted in 23 NVA Lli.

tgein on 25 May, B/2/ly engogod a large NVA force in vie
(vD202713), H/2/l moved in to reinforcc end both units ro-
noained in heavy contact throughout tho day sustainiog 18 Kli,
and 273 WIs (MEDEVAC). With the help of gupportizy erna, the
end 1 CSWC, ' # 5y , | |

1%
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The nexél!ignifioant~contact“ﬁcﬁﬁrre on 27 May., 2/9 (=),
A and D/1/3 meade contact with an estimatod NVA Battalion dug
in vic LAI AN (YD 24772l) Both units received considerable
morter fircs. 2/9 (,5 sustained numerous casualties due to the
norter fire and heat so the 1/3 units passed through 2/9 (-) to
continue the attack, Heavy contact was made by 1/3 units as
soon ms thoy passed through 2/9 (=) positions. Tho enemy
employed mortar, rockets, artillery, and smoll arms, The fight
for LAL AN continued througg the end of the month, Cumulative
Losgos for the battle wereb: Friendly: 21 KIA, 141 WIA (MEDEVAC),
19 WIA (MINOR), Enemy: 68 NVA KIA, 8 NVA POW, 34 IWC, and 3 CSWC,

The month of Juno saw 3d Marine units conducting patroling
and company sweep operations but there was little contact, On
26 Jun 3d Merines displaced the "A" Command Group to C-2 to
conduct Regimentol Oporation LEATHERNECK SQUARE. For the first
time sinco the unit enterod RVN, 3d Marine Regiment was able
to operate with all its T/0 battalions, 1/3, 2/3, and 3/3. The
Oporation was in reaction to intelligonce information and was
designed to trap an enemy force of battalion strength or larger
betwecen 3 maneuvering battalions. 2/3 approached on the ground
from tho south whilo 1/3 and 3/3 wero helilifted in to move in
from the cast and north respectively. Forces from the 2nd ARVN
Regiment seot up blocking positions on the esast, The operation
located numerous enaay bunkers which were destroy%§“8ﬁ£ the only
contact occurred whon 3/3 cncountered an cstimated eguwad -
(enemy) vic (YD 173695) firing small arms from bunker, Supporting
arms claimed 6 encmy KIA. Total WVA KIA for the operation were :
?, Feiondly Lossos were L KIA, 18 Wia (MEDEVAC), end 2 Wla

MINOR). Though there was little action, the operation showed
that the 3 battalions could operate well as a regimonb. .

The final operation conducted by 3d HMerines as part of
NAPOLEOW/SALINE wns a 3 battalion swoop up "JONES CREEL" to the
DMZ%, in conjunction with operation THOR. Again, 3d Mprines had
its own 3 battalions. 1/3 comenced the attack moving north on
the west side of JONLS CREEK to get in position to provide
seourity for ARVN engineer work on the LAL AN roed. on l. Jul 1/3
nade contact with an cstimeted onemy platoon vie (XD 246723), 1/3
received mixed arty, RPG, 62Mi and small erms fire ag they
ettacked the encmy who were fighting from bunkers and villago
ruins. 1/3 continued to roceive heavy mortar and arty fire, On
6 Jul 1/3 continued attack on obzectiVe 8 (LAI AN) and 2/3
conducted search of objective 9 (NHLI TRUNGO) énd continued atback
to objective 12 (YD 265745). 1/3 continuted to meet NVA
rosistancoe as they pushed through objective 9 towards ob jective
11 (¥D 2473). Though 1/3 sustained somo casualties in this
contact, ver¥icularly from the nortars and erty, thoy inflicted
considcrable losses on the eneny. #s 2/3 maneuvered around the
ARVN position 4~) towerd objective 12 they made contact with an
unknown size NVA force armcd with small arms, automatic woapons,
end RPG. They also received 82MM mortar fire from objective 12.
On 7 Jul 1/3 egain met heavy roesistance as they conducted a
coordinatod tenk/infantry essault on objectlve 11§90 He encrmy
utilized smoll arms as well as mortars and B854 erty to hold
theoir position, 1/3 successfully took objective 11, cepturing
2821 morters ond continued on to take objective 13. leanwhille,
2/3 took objective 12 and 1, receiving light resistance at

CeemOReotive 12 (YD 2673)s . 3
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3/3, who been in resorve, moved nglth end seized objective
10 (¥0 2971) hout incident. On 8 Jul continued attack as
1/3 end 2/3 began witnlrawiap south. The oporation ended on 9
Jul with these totolrd Yrdendly; 16 K14, 75 WIA (MEDEVAC) end
27 (MINOR). Enemy; 230 NVA KIA, 7 NVA POW'g, 29 IWC, and 8 CSWC
captured, ‘ -

With the conclusion Qf‘ the JONIS CREEK Operation, 3d Marines
ended its pnrticw.patmn %$ Opoeration NAPOLEON/SALINE and passod
rosponsibility for l‘mPquOL\‘/bAL'LNh. to lst Marine Regiment,

10, Results

a., UeS. losses; 378 KIa, 1558 WIA (MEDEVAC), 430 WIA (MINOR),
and 1 MIA (USA)

" b, lnauy losses; 2250 NVA KIa, B} NVA POW, 60 VG KI4, and
9 VC POW, ‘ '

c. Caplured enemy Mm.nvaent/materlal during operation
WAFP 018011/ SALLNHL

(1) VWeapons; 599 IWC, and 196 CSWC including:

176 A%-4y7
159 SKS/CKO

LixG .
gz e THAOHE
60 Wi MORTARS
c2mM HORTARD
SHwdyly

Ay
e

PPS~

HMG u3

BPGLT .

AK-50

82 RPG

CMM PLSTOL
PLANE - LHROWER

754 RR

57l RR

SMG ‘

)_LS IS10L

.38 PISUOL

e e R DO PO OO0

(2) Armunition

18,363 7.62M4
16 062 12,7k
1,207 60 HORTLAS o ﬁ[/ /1 vy
1,072 B2Mii MORTARS - W 1
u_ R Gwd oLty
140 RPG-2 BOOSTERS
99 82Mi MOILiR ' BOOSTERS

76 1MOH BAY PaHUHe
L8 8
lm_ RIFLE GRANADES
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J0 T5Mié RR "
26 RDGa" T
VG MORTAY B

3 va(r PRY

N ! F“'E&W,

1.0 B2 nG -

8 B2wil FUS

& 12 o Rmf

T

-

(3) Ixplosives

s THT

. G’Q} J[SJJJ"H

RIS NE RN
A 1 V"W 2

M3E

1
3

PODAES
T(‘\)“’ OB I‘ A:D.,!u)

cl" (vlou GHARGRS

Ui, ARy Dy

Gedl LLEBS)

BATCA, LC‘ RE ‘ ‘

b MINER

U BB DS

CNLz AND 1 BAG BLACK POWD.L.R
]‘U .l.-.ﬂ‘H ICAL FIRIRG DEVICF
LONATOR GORD

(L) Wesnpins Ancesgories

153
32

HF—’!——'I—‘!—'NNP&I‘Q'-».!:‘\JW,\JW,

J;'(P', {' “.lﬂ.d's
Lo 1)1 UMS
6041 MORTAR. HLERTS
Ak G BASE PLATES

oMY MORT AR BASAPLATHES -
Boidi MORTAR J' Gil‘ 'B
Do MORDAR T DASEPLATE

Boiid Ty ....1.1.‘1‘43.‘:01”!

62" RG TRITODA

Hod SROULDMR FI/LHNL.S.DES
H(\w PIOUST .
LA m’ON TRIPOD

Tti‘:-f?.’f HEPALIR KIT

Bolv FORTAR AIMING SWikn

NG RUPTIRED CARTRIDGE EXTRACTOR

(5) Individuel Equipment

[T LT e

FACKS

GAS MafRS

I‘I ’ 5 L‘Ll{‘ ‘
ENDRUHGHTIG TOLS
DPONCICS

Cudl
P
CAR”‘R LG BEULTS

15
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2 &SHLIGHTS

2 GAS IAZDK PILTERS

2 ME3S Guik KITS

2 HAMMOCKS

1 RAINSUILTL

1 PICK

1 BAYONET SCABBARD

1 BINCULARS
ASSORTED CLOTHING

Communitcation Equipment

12 BATTERIES
7 RADIOS
|, HEADSETS
FIELD PHONES
1 RE&L OF WIRE |
1 MICROPHONE .
1 TELEGRAPH KEY

(7) HModical Supplies

(8)

(9)

(10)

109 AMPULES W/NEEDLES |

21, CONTAINERS OF WATER PURIFICATION TABLETS
§ PERSONAL AKALTH KITS -
T CONTAINERS OF U/I MEDICINE ‘
[, BATTLE DRESSING
3 MEDICAL KITS
3 SYRINGES
1 4CE BAWDAGE

Documents

MAPS

OVERLAYS
NOTEBOOKS

RADLO BOOKS
TRAINING MANUALS
DIARIES '

I.,D. CAHRDS
LETTERS
PHOTOGRAPHS
PROPAGANDA PAMPHLETS
PERSONAL PAPERS

Food
37,095 LBS OF RICE
Fortifications and Positions

937 BUNKERS
8 HOIJB:S ' ( By iy L
2%3 STRUCTURES o o vuidnd
3 HMG POSITIONS
2 HARBOR SIGHIS

Ak R
DECLASSIFIED

TR "":“:,.b"(i; i
bl L |



DECLASSIFIED

! : H ACLIE
E i [N Y

b R
i Uit FiSs

e e b

Oe¢ SUPPLY

(1) The peimary source of supply during operation '
NAPOLEON/SALINE wn.; supply point distribution from FLSG-B DONG HA,
An additionel supply point - . . was estaeblished under
Regimentel Control et tho mouth of the CUA VIET River, This
distribution voint rec.ived a limited amount of Bulk supplies
direct from Fovco Logiehics Command, DANANG.

(2) "The supply system during the operation funotionoed
with no significent problems, Resupplg wes effooted by heli-
copter, Neval Lending Craft (LOM-8), LVIP-5, M76 Amphibious
carrier (Otter), Truck, and small boat, ‘ ,

(3) ""A" Hations were served in the messhalls of the
Rogimenta) Headquerters, Lat Amphibian Tractor Battalion, and the
resident Infeantry Eettelion, which was located at MAI XI THI ;1
vic (YD 282668), Battalions operating south of the CUA VIET
River normally recoived one hot meal every other day, operas
tions permittiing, This meal was prepared in Battallon rear areas,
either QUANG TRI or DONG HA, and trensported to the battalion by
smell boat or hellcoptel, : ‘ o ©

d, Maintenance

(1) Fizst e seocond echelon maintenahte was performed
by using units, Thixd echelon maintenance contect teams from
SG-B were used extensively for both wheeled and tracked
vehicles, '

Ge __ET AnARCLrce a.td.on

(1) Carrier Amphibious, M76 (Otter). During the
entire operation a detaclment of the Otter Platoon of H&SCo,
34 Mortor Transport Battalion was under the operational control
of 3d Marines. UTle Otters woroe used primarily in inter battalion
resupply and medicnl evacwation, The capability of this vehicle

to swim and b0 nerociaho merginel terrein made it L valuablse In
ho CUA VIET Area, ‘

(2) Zmphibisa Tracter (LVIP-5), Tractors of vhs laob
Amphibian Tractor Battalion were used in dhlly resupply and for
tactival troop moves., When operated over favorable terrain this
vehicle was highly effective, Its use was hampered by vulnerw
ability to land mines and difficulty in negotiating marginal
terrain, p

(3) Truck, The lack of road nets and extromely sendy
torrein in the CUA VIET Area restriotod use of wheeled vehioles,
The organic vehicle of lst Amphibien Tractor Battallon end 3d
Marines were augmentated by a section of trucks from 3d Mortor
. Transport Battalion, Truck assets of BLT 2/l were used in
general support of the Regiment.

18 aronN
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(11). Recommendation

Becavse uhe enemy moved almost entirely at night
in the NAPOLEON/SALINE A0 end because the terrian there
is level with Jittle vegebabion, -oxtensiwve use of-night
observetion aovices end ground surveillance radar for
detection of enemy movement is recommended for future
operations in this area,

11, Adminggtrative Matters

a., Administretive plans issued by this Regiment proved to
be adequate for all opsrations conducted during Operations
NAPOLEON /SALINE, Peraonnel paragrephs of Operationdl Orders
covered the following categeries?

(1) Persomnnel Sirengths, Records and Reports.

(2) Replacements .

(3) Disoipline, Law and Order

() Burial and Greves Registration v

(£) loral end Personnel Services that included the following

(a) Kooping troops informed of current situation
(b) BEmergency Lesave

(¢) Decorutions and Rewards
(a) Informetion pertaining to R&R
(e) Postal Services
(fg Exchonge Services

Finance Services

(6) Porsonnel Procedures

b, Casualties werc.treated in-the field when appro-

priate. 1f evacuvation was necessary;it:wasmaccomplishedzin:most
cases by helicoptor, The expeditions treatment and evacuation
of cosualtios during Operation NAPOLHON/SALINE was & dsfinliic
assct to tho fighting spirit and moral of the Troops.

S x (1) 4i) WIA's were ovacuated to D Mad, DQNQ”§AF
the USS IWO JIuA, and 18th-Field Med Hogpital USA, QUANG «il.

" (2) All KIA's weve evacuated to D Med, DONG HA,
end 18th Fleld Med Hospitael USA, QUANG TRI for processing eand
further pvechation, A
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' 1
Landing Oraft. LCM-8 craft were made available by
NsaD, CUA VIET, For the firat 10 weeks of the oporation one
oraft was assigned dialy and its use coordinated by the Regiment,
After 15 May landing craft were controlled by Diyision Embarkation
Section spd as many as 3 per day were utilized, =~

(5) Small Boats. Outboard Mortor.Boats,-bqth~fireitegm

assault boats, &nd Commercial Ski Barges were utilized for re-

supply, couriery and liaison transportation

(6)'1H91100pter. Helicopter support during the dperation'
wag adequates : , . :

(1) Genorale. The Regimental Communications Platoon
provided adequate cummunications for the Commender to command
and control operation NAPOLEON/SALINE, Communications were in
accordance with DivO P02000,2G,

- (2) Radio, Radio curcuits within the Regimental Head~-
quarters were in accordance with Div0 P02000,2¢, Units OPGON
to the Regiment utilized Regimental TAC #1l, On occesion Army
wnits woere OPCON to this Regiment and no particular problems
were noted while operating with thome units, The covered ourcuit
used to communicate with Division presented some problems, the
majority of which involved the power source.

(3) Radio Relaye Radio Relay was employed from the
Regimental Headquarters to Division and to the OPUON battalions,
The equipment used were the AN/TRC-27 end AN/MRC-62, No major
problems wbre oncountpred.dther thdan powor #ourcos”” "

-

(4) Wire. A1l wire within the Regimental Headguartors
area was considered adequate. o major wire problems were noted.

(5) Messame Center, The Regimental Communications
Conter Section passed & total of 6,390 messages by electrical
means, One problem deserves speclal consideratione the over-
heating of equipmente The type of shelter provided for the message
center. must be considered to minimize this problem.

(6) Problem Areas

(a) PFrequencies snd Frequenoy Interferenco due
to the number of Marine and Army units operating in the northern
I Corp. Taotical Zone and in our A0 and the number of froegucncies
availeble, Minor diffoultiea on frequency coordinatlion were
encountered,

(b) Power Sources were 60 and LOO cycle power
generating'equipments avialability continue to be marginal.

18
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12, Commander's snalysis

B During this oporation the onuny demonstrated a .
willingnoss fo 8tand and fight in a conventional manner utilizing
well constructed, fortified positions along the tree lines of
villages and supported his infuntry with mortars and artillery.
He also utidized counterattacks in an attempt to catch assaulte=
log forceus off guurd before they had a consolidated pesition,
The NVA glso exhibited an ability .to Infiltrate large units of
up to regimontal size into abandonod villages at night and
prepare defensive positions rapidly. Ho continually utilized
the tactic of waiting until friendly forces were within a fow
meters of his defonsive position before commencing fire in an
attempt to pin-down friendly forces so c¢lose that effective
supporting arms could .not be used, ‘

b, 1n areas north of CUA VI&L it ia highly rocommended
that village arecas demarcated by tree lines be rocomned by fire
and that preparatory fires bo utilized prior to advanéement

~across the paddies into the villages. buring the dry scason

tanks can bo offeotively employed to advantage against the
fortified positions, but they must have adequate infantry
protection from R&PGlg and mines. :

c. & strong reserve can be successfully employed to
exploit initial gsuccesses and maintain iniviative oneco the
enemy has boen driven from his fortvificd positions, Agrial
Obgervers are also invaluable in dotecting enemy build-ups and
counterattack forces, ‘

ds Rapidly responsive countorbattory fire must be plamncd
end execubte to silence the 13014 and 152M0% guns emplaced north
of the Dri4 when infantry forces operate north of the Cua Viisl,

13. Recommendations. There are no recommendations at this times
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RECOMMEND LARDTWO RBNS D-DAY IN AREAS YDZ2G% AND YDA2CL.
AS PROVIDE SUPPRESSION ROTH MUTTERS RIDGE AND DONG HA MIH CONSPLLEY.
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